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PREFACE 
DR. BERNARD'S many friends will be glad at last to have 
his Commentary. Fortunately he had completed the 

manuscript of both volumes before his visible presence 
was taken from us in August 1927, so that I have 
been responsible only for seeing it through the Press. 
Dr. L. C. Purser saw the proofs as far as Chapter XIX., 
but I have been through the whole, trying to gather up 
the fragments that remained. The Indices have been 
prepared by the Rev. R. M. Boyd, Rector of Shinrone 
I would thank him gratefully for his help, but he needs 
no thanks. 

A. H. McNEILE. 
DUBLIN. October I 92 8. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

THE evangelist has been designated th1oughout as Jn., to 
distinguish him from John the son of Zebedee as well as from 
John the Baptist. This abbreviation is not intended 'to imply 
that he must be identified with John the presbyter, although 
the editor regards this as highly probable; 1 but it is convenient 
to have a brief designation which stands for the writer of the 
Gospel, without prejudging his personality. A few other 
abbreviations that have been adopted are the following: 

D.B. . Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible, 5 vols. 
(1898-1904). 

D.B.2 Smith's Dz"ctz"onary of the Bible, 3 vols., 
2nd ed. (1893). 

D.C.G. Hastings' Dictionary of Christ and the 
Gospels, 2 vols. (1906). 

Diat. E. A. Abbott's Diatessarica, including 
his Johannine Vocabulary and 
Johannine · Grammar, Parts 1.-X. 
(1900-1915). 

E.B. . • Cheyne's Encyclop(l!dia Biblica, 4 vols. 
(1899-1903). 

E.R.E. Hastings' Encyclop(l!dia of Religion 
and Ethics, 12 vols. (1908-1921). 

f.T.S. Journal of Theological Studies (1900-
1926). 

Moulton-Milligan Vocabulary of the Greek Testament, 
illustrated from the papyri, by J. H. 
Moulton and G. Milligan (1914- ). 
This is being completed by Dr. 
Milligan; it is indispensable. 

1 See p. Jxviii . 

.. 



INTRODUCTION 

CHAPTER I 

THE TEXT 

(i) Authorities for the Text. 
(ii) Dislocations of the Text. 

(iii) The Structure of the Gospel. 

(I) AUTHORITIES FOR THE TEXT 

FULL accounts of the manuscript material available for the 
text will be found in Gregory's Prolegomena (1894), in his 
Textkritik (1902, 1909), and in von Soden's Die Schriften 
des neuen Testaments (1902). During the last twenty-five 
years several additional manuscripts and versions of first
rate value have come to light. Only a few of the more 
important authorities for the Gospel, in whole or in part, are 
named here, von Soden's notation being placed in brackets, 
and the century to which each MS. is ascribed being given 
in Roman numerals. No attempt has been made in these 
volumes to print an apparatus criticus. Tischendorf's (1872) 
is still the most useful, von Soden's (1913) being constructed 
on the basis of a new classification of textual authorities, which 
has not commanded general acceptance. Westcott and Hort's 
Notes on Select Readings (1884) are indispensable, although 
their doctrine of the inferiority of the '' Western Text " is 
now regarded as too strongly stated. A. Souter's brief critical 
apparatus is valuable, and his table of MS. authorities ad
mirably clear (Nov. Test. Graue, Oxford). 

Papyri 

The earliest extant remains of Gospel manuscripts in 
Greek were written in Egypt on papyrus. Of these some of 
the most interesting were found at Oxyrhynchus, and have been 
published by Drs. Grenfell and Hunt. A few contain frag-

xiii 



xiv THE TEXT [Ch. I. 

ments of the Fourth Gospel. They are generally in the form of 
a book or codex, and not in the form of rolls of papyrus. Most 
of those mentioned here present a text similar to that of B: 

Pap. Oxyrh. 208 (von Soden, £ 02) and 1781 form fragments 
of the same MS., the oldest extant text of Jn. (srec. iii), 
and are at the British Museum. They give in a mutilated 
form Jn. 1 23 -41 1614-30 2011- 25• This MS. was a codex, 
made up of a single quire of some twenty-five sheets. 
Seep. xxix. 

Pap. Oxyrh. 1228, Glasgow, iii. This has a good text of 
Jn. 1526-1631 

Pap. Oxyrh. 847, British Museum, iv, contains Jn. 2 11-22• 

Pap. Oxyrh. 1780, British Museum, iv, contains Jn. 814 -21, 

Pap. Oxyrh. 1596, British Museum, iv, contains Jn. 68-l2. 11-22. 

There are many other papyrus fragments, some of early 
date; the above are mentioned as specimens of the available 
material. 

Uncials 

Information as to most of these will be found in the text
books. We give brief references for those which have been 
recently brought to light: 

B Vaticanus (o 1). Rome. Cent. iv. 
~ Sinaitz'cus (8 2). Leningrad. iv. 
A Alexandrinus (o 4). British Museum. v. Cc. 650-852 

are missing. 
C Ephrcemi (8 3). Paris. v. Palimpsest. Contains 

considerable fragments of Jn. 
D • Bezce (o 5). Cambridge. v-vi. Grreco-Latin. Cc. 

1814-2013 are missing in the Greek text, and the gap 
has been filled by a ninth-century scribe (D'"PP). 

T Borgianus (£ 5). Rome. v. Grreco-Sahidic. Contains 
cc. 628-67 76-831. 

, Murali (£ 31). Leningrad. vi. Contains cc. 1 25-42 

29-414 434-50, 

·rw (£ 35). British Museum. vi. Grreco-Sahidic. Con-
tains cc. J5-449 with a few gaps. For a collation by 
Crum and Kenyon, cf. J.T.S. April 1900, p. 415 f. 
See on 318 46. 

W • Freer (£ 014). Washington. iv-vi. Discovered in 
Egypt in 1906. The Gospels are in the order Mt., 
Jn., Lk., Mk. Collation in The Washington MS. 
of the Four Gospels, by H. A. Sanders (1912). 
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N . Purpureus Petropolitanus (e 19). Dispersed through 
the libraries of Leningrad, Patmos, Rome, Vienna, 
and British Museum. vi. Some pages are missing. 
Edited by H. S. Cronin in Cambridge Texts and 
Studies (1899). 

L • Regius (e 56). Paris. viii. Cc. 152•20 2115-25 are 
missing. 

® Koridethi (e 050). Tiflis. vm-ix. Discovered at 
Koridethi, in Russian territory, and edited by 
Beermann & Gregory (Leipzig, 1913). The text is 
akin to that of Jam. 13, Jam. 1, and the cursives 28, 
565, 700. See Lake and Blake in Harvard ·Theo!. 
Review (July 1923) and Streeter, The Four Gospels. 
Cf. alsoJ.T.S. Oct. 1915, April and July 1925. 

I' • (e 70) Oxford and Leningrad. ix-x. Contains 
cc. 11-613 83-1524 196 to end. 

~ Sangallensis (e 76). St. Gall. ix-x. Grreco-Latin. 

Secondary uncials are not specified here; nor has reference 
been made to two fragmentary palimpsest uncials of the fifth 
century, at Leningrad and the British Museum respectively 
(von Soden's e I and e 3). 

Cursives 

Of the vast mass of minuscules, only a few need be men
tioned. 

The following are notable: 33 (8 4.8), Paris, ix-x, perhaps 
the best of all the cursives, akin to BDL at many points; 28 
(e 168), Paris, xi; 157 (e 207), Rome, xii; 565 (e 93), Lenin
grad, ix-x; 700 (e 133), London, xi, ed. Hoskier (under the 
numeration 604). 

The twelve cursives numbered 13, 69, 124, 230, 346, 543, 
788, 826, 828, 983, 1689, 1709, are descended from a lost 
common ancestor. Salmon directed Ferrar's attention to 13, 
69, 124, 346; and Ferrar began a collation, which was com
pleted and published by T. K. Abbott in 1877.1 The group 
may be cited as Jam. 13. See above on ®, and for the position 
of 752-811 in this group, see note on the Pericope. 

Nos. 1, u8, 131, 209 are also akin to each other and to®, 
and may be cited as/am. 1 (see K. Lake, Cod. I and its Allies, 
1902). 

Ancient Versions 

The Old Latin MSS. are cited under the letters a, b, e,f,jf2, 

etc., Jerome's Vulgate being vg. The relative value of the 
1 Cf. also Rendel Harris, The Ferrar Group ( 1900). 



xvi THE TEXT LCh. I. 

African and European texts of the O.L. is too intricate for 
discussion here. 

The Old Syriac version probably goes back to Tatian's 
Dz"atessaron, and in any case to srec. iii sub z"nz"t. We have it in 
two MSS.; Syr. sz"n. of srec. iv, discovered at Mt. Sinai in 
1892, and Syr. cur. of srec. v, edited by Cureton in 1858, both 
being accessible in Burkitt's indispensable Evangelz"on da 
Mepharreshe (1904).1 The Peshitta or Syriac vulgate is 
of srec. v. 

The Coptic vss. have been fully edited in the Sahidic and 
Bohairic texts by G. Horner (1901-1924). The Sahidic 
generally follows ~B, but has a Western element. 

The oldest MS. of Jn. in this version (srec. iv) was dis
covered in 1913 and edited by Sir H. Thompson in 1924. By 
him it is called Q, and it is now in the Bible Society's House in 
London. It is in codex form, made up of twenty-five sheets of 
papyrus, folded together so as to make a single quire (cf. p. xiv 
above). It has a good text like ~B, and omits the Perz"cope de 
adult era. 

The text printed in this volume is similar to that followed 
by Westcott and Hort, and by Bernhard Weiss, although not 
identical with either. It is convenient to indicate here the 
more important instances in which the reading that has been 
adopted after due consideration of the evidence (of the manu
scripts and of the context alike) differs from that accepted by 
most recent critics. At 141 1929 2017 readings have been sug
gested or adopted which have very little manuscript authority 
(if any), but which must be judged on their own merits as 
emendations. Other weakly attested readings are accepted 
at 1029 n 42 129 1711 181• And at 94 144• 14 1622 reasons have 
been given for following the textus receptus rather than its 
modern rivals. In each case, the variants have been examined 
in the notes z"n loc. 

(II) DISLOCATIONS OF THE TEXT 

There are some passages in the Fourth Gospel which 
present difficulties in their traditional context; and critical 
opinion has, during the last half-century, been favourable, on 
the whole, to the conclusion that, whether by accidental trans
position of pages of the original, or by perverse editorial 
revision, they have been removed from their proper position. 

1 For harmonistic rearrangements of the text in Syr. sin., cf. p. xxvi. 
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A 

Of such instances of dislocation of the text, perhaps the 
strongest case can be made for the transposition of cc. 5 and 6. 
The first modern critic to urge that the order of these chapters 
should be interchanged was Canon J. P. Norris,1 and his 
suggestion has been accepted by many scholars. 

The words of 61, " After these things (µ£Ta Tavra) Jesus 
went away to the other side of the sea of Galilee," are oddly 
chosen if a journey from Jerusalem is in the author's mind, 
which must be the case if the events of c. 6 are consecutive to 
those of c. 5. To know which is the " other " side of the lake, 
we must know the point of departure. In 622 1ripav n}c; 
flall.ar:ray; means the eastern side, in 625 the western side; just 
as in Mk. 51 the same phrase means the eastern side, and in 
521 the western side. No doubt, for one who followed the 
ordinary road from Jerusalem northward, the ''other'' side 
would be either the northern or the eastern coast. But a 
journey from Jerusalem through Samaria and Lower Galilee, 
which extended either round the northern end of, or across, 
the lake to the neighbourhood of Bethsaida Julias, would be 
described very elliptically by the sentence, " He went away to 
the other side of the sea." On the other hand, the phrase is 
quite natural if we suppose Him to start from Capernaum, i.e. 
if we treat c. 6 as following immediately on c. 4. Then all 
is clear. The nobleman's son at Capernaum has been healed 
by Jesus (464), who is in the neighbourhood, that is, near the 
western shore of the lake; and the next thing recorded is that 
"after these things Jesus went away to the other side " (i.e. 
the north-eastern shore) of the lake, where, it is added, " a 
great multitude followed Him because they beheld the signs 
which He did on them that were sick." Among the more 
noteworthy of these was the " second sign" in Galilee, i.e. 
the healing of the nobleman's son. 

Again, the opening words of c. 7, '' After these things Jesus 
walked in Galilee, for He would not walk in J udrea, because 
the Jews sought to kill Him," do not follow naturally upon c. 6. 
The whole of c. 6 is occupied with Galilrean discourse and 
miracle; why, then, should the fact that '' He walked in Galilee" 
be emphasised at 71 ? And no hint has been given in c. 6 
that " the Jews " were so indignant at His words that they 
sought to kill Him.. On the other hand, the words of 71 come 
naturally in succession to the narrative of c. 5 (but see below, 

1 ln the Journal of Philology, r87r, p. 107. Norris added later 
that the suggestion had been made by a fourteenth-century writer, 
Ludolphus de Saxonia. 

b 
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p. xix), which contains the controversy of the Jews consequent 
on the healing of the impotent man on the Sabbath, after 
which it is expressly said that the Jews sought to kill Jesus 
(518). A retirement from Jerusalem to Galilee was quite 
natural then; but it was only for a short time, and He went 
back to Jerusalem to resume His ministry there at the Feast 
of Tabernacles (?1°). That no very long interval of time 
elapsed between the controversies of c. 7 and those of c. 5 is 
shown by the allusion in i 1 to the healing of :f'. We cannot 
interpolate between these two points a long ministry in Galilee. 

The narrative proceeds smoothly if we adopt the order, c. 4 
(Samaria and Galilee), c. 6 (Galilee), c. 5 (Jerusalem, a period 
to which we must assign, as we shall see, ]15 •24 ; see p. xix), 
c. J1"9 (a retirement to Galilee), c. ]1°·14• 25 -52 (another visit to 
Jerusalem). 

It should be added that, if the traditional order of cc. 4-7 
be followed, there is a difficulty in identifying the Feast men
tioned at 51 ; the Passover, Pentecost, Dedication, Tabernacles, 
Purim, being advocated in turn by various expositors. But 
if we place c. 5 after c. 6, the identification is obvious. It is 
the Feast of the Passover, which has been mentioned at 64 as 
'' at hand." 

Of independent evidence for this transposition of cc. 5 and 6, 
there is none that can be relied on. 

Iremeus, e.g., a very early commentator on the Fourth 
Gospel, regards the feast of 51 as the Passover, and does not 
mention the feast of 64• But, nevertheless, he takes cc. 5 and 6 
in their traditional order, and places the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand after the Healing of the Man at Bethesda (Har. 
II. xxii. 3). 

Origen, too, has a phrase which, if it stood by itself, would 
favour the view that cc. 5 and 7 are consecutive. When com
menting on c. 4, he says (p. 250) that the feast of 51 was not 
likely to be the Passover, because " shortly afterwards it is 
stated " (J1,£T, 011.[ya l1ricplp£Tai) on ~v iyyiJ, 'Y/ lopr~ rwv 
'IovSa,wv, 'Y/ <rKrivo1rriy[a (72). In other words, he says that 72 

comes " shortly after " 51, a quite reasonable statement if c. 6 
precedes c. 5, but hardly defensible if c. 6, with its seventy-one 
verses, separates c. 5 from c. 7. However, in the same com
mentary (pp. 268, 280), he clearly takes c. 5 as following on c. 4 
in the traditional order. 

Tatian's distribution of Johannine material m his 
Diatessaron is remarkable. He does not scruple to disturb 
the Johannine order of incidents, as we have them in the 
traditional text; and, in particular, he adopts the order cc. 6 
44-4li 5, 7. He was probably led to this by internal evidence; 
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but it is possible (although not likely) that he may be following 
the authority of texts or documents no longer accessible to us. 
In any case, the evidence of the Diatessaron provides a 
corroboration, ualeat quantum, of the conclusion that cc. 5 
and 6 are not now in their right order. 

B 

A second case of " dislocation " of the original text of Jn. 
has already been mentioned (p. xviii). If we remove the 
section 715-24 from its traditional position, and append it to 
c. 5, we shall find not only that its language is more appropriate 
as the conclusion of c. 5, but that 725r. follows most naturally 
upon 714. 

The allusion to the ypcf.p,p,am of Moses (547) provokes the 
question "How does this one know ypap,µara" (i5); i.e. 
the writings of the Law with their interpretation. But there is 
nothing in i 4 which suggests any such query, for nothing has 
been said in 714 as to the learned nature of the teaching which 
Jesus is giving. The more natural sequel to 714 is 726, where the 
citizens of Jerusalem express surprise that such a teacher 
should be an object of suspicion to the rulers. 

Again in 719 the question, '' Why seek ye to kill me? "is very 
abrupt, and is hardly consistent at this point with the favour
able reception from the people of which i 2 tells. But it fr 
quite in place if the section 715-24 is a continuation of the con
troversy of c. 5; one of the consequences was that the Jews had 
sought to kill Jesus (518). Indeed, the themes of 715-24 are 
throughout the same as in c. 5; and at 716• 17 Jesus defends 
Himself, exactly as at 530, by explaining that His doctrine was 
not His own, but given Him by the Father, whose will He came 
to do. 

Again at i 8 He reverts to what has been said at s41• 44, 

about the untrustworthiness of those who seek only their own 
glory. At 722 He turns against themselves their appeal to 
Moses as the exponent of the Law, as He had done at 546• 

And at 723 He makes a direct reference to the cure of the 
impotent man at Bethesda (59), which, because it was wrought 
on a Sabbath day, was the beginning of their quarrel with 
Him. It is very difficult to interpret i 3 if we suppose it to 
refer to something which had happened months before; it is 
evidently present to the minds of His interlocutors, whose 
feelings as aroused by it He describes in the present tense, 
8avp,a(ETE ... xo>..a.u (i1 • 23). And, finally, the mention of 
"just judgment " at 724 brings us back to 530• 

It is possible that the transference of the section i 5-24 from 
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its true position was due to the mistake of a copyist, who took 
the words " Is not this He whom they seek to kill? " in 725 as 
requiring ]19 in the immediate context, forgetting that 518 J1 
are both equally apposite. ' 

But, however that may be, that a dislocation of the text is 
here apparent has been accepted by Wendt,1 Bacon,2 Moffatt,3 

Paul,4 and many other critics. 

C 

We proceed next to consider the difficulties presented by 
the traditional order of cc. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17; and some reasons 
will be given for the conclusion that the order adopted in this 
commentary, viz. 131 •30 15, 16, 1331 "38 14, 17, more nearly re
presents the intention of the original writer. 

It is plain that " Arise, let us go hence," at the end of c. 14 
is awkward in this position, if the teachings of cc. 15, 16 follow 
immediately. This suggests that cc. 15, 16 should precede 
c. 14; and then 1431 would be the last word of the discourse 
delivered in the upper room, c. 17 (the high-priestly prayer) being 
offered as the Lord with the Eleven stood up before they left 
the house for Gethsemane. Again, '' I will no longer talk 
much with you" (1430) is followed by two chapters of further 
discourse, in the traditional order of the text, whereas it would 
be a natural phrase, if the discourse were reaching its end, and 
1425 •31 were the final paragraph of farewell. 

There are several sayings in c. 16 which suggest that it 
should come before c. 14. Thus Jesus says (165), "None 
of you ask where I am going." But Peter asked this very 
question (1336), and Thomas implied that he would like to 
know the answer (145). These queries more naturally come 
after 165 than before it. 

Another point emerges on comparison of 1632 with 
Mk. 1427 • Both of these passages tell how Jesus warned the 
Eleven that they would shortly be put to a severe test of 
faithfulness, in which they would fail. '' All ye shall be made 
to stumble : for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the 
sheep shall be scattered abroad " (Mk. 1427). " The hour is 
come when ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and 
shall leave me alone" (Jn. 1632). Now Mk. places the confident 
assurance of Peter, and the sad prediction of his denial, imme
diately after this. We should expect the same sequence in 
Jn.; and we find it very nearly, if 1331•38 is placed after 1633, for 
the incident of Peter's boast and rebuke is narrated in 1335•38• 

1 Gospel according to St. John, p, 85. 
• IntYod. to N.T., p. 554. 

2 The Fourth Gospel, p. 499. 
4 Hibbert journal, April 1909. 
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Again, 1419 seems to come more naturally after 1616f. than 
before these verses in which the disciples express bewilder
ment at the enigmatic saying, " A little while and ye behold me 
not," etc. The language of 1617 suggests that this saying was 
new to the hearers, whereas it occurs with an explanation in 
1419 (cf. 1333). See also on 1419 for the priority of the verse 1610• 

We now turn to c. 15. The allegory of the Vine in the 
traditional text begins abruptly, nor is there any sequence 
with what precedes in the last verses of c. 14. But, as we have 
shown elsewhere,1 if we place c. 15 immediately after 1330, the 
point in the narrative at which the Eucharist was instituted, 
we find a complete explanation of the sacramental -thoughts 
which appear in 151-s. And there are other clues which point 
to the sequence of 151r. with 1330• 

Thus the unfruitful branch of 152 has an obvious allusion 
to Judas, who has just gone away to his act of treachery, if 
c. 15 follows 1330 directly. The words vµ,£'i<; Ka0apol £<TT£ of 
153 become more forcible the nearer they are brought to 
vp,Et<; Ka0apo{ £<TT£, &.,\X ovx, ,ravT£, of 1310- 11 (where see note). 
So also the nearer that 1516• 20 can be brought to 1J18· 16, 

being the verses to which they respectively carry an allusion, 
the easier are they to explain. Again, in our arrangement 
of the text, 1512• 17 give the first statement of the duty of 
Christians to love each other (which has been adumbrated 
1312-15), but it is not described as a New Commandment (1334) 

until it has been thoroughly explained what love implies. 2 

Similarly, the teaching about· prayer of 1414 shows an 
advance on the teaching of 1516 1623, in that at 1414 it is Jesus, 
not the Father, who is described as the answerer of prayer. 
See the note on 1414• 

It is not suggested here that we are to look for exact logical 
sequence, such as would be appropriate in a philosophical 
treatise, in the Last Discourses of Jesus as reported many 
years after they were spoken. On the contrary, cc. 14-16 of 
the Fourth Gospel abound in repetitions of the same thoughts 
and phrases, held in the memory of an aged disciple, but not 
necessarily put together in the order in which they were origin
ally delivered. Yet, where sequence can be detected, it is 
worthy of notice. 

The teaching about the Paraclete seems to fall into shape 
more readily if we place cc. 15, 16 before c. 14. In 1526 167 

we have the ,rapo.KA'YJTD'> described as the Advocate of Christ, 
confuting the hostility of the world and confounding its judg
ments. This is the primary meaning of ,rapaKA'YJTo, (see on 
1526); and so far, the idea of the ,rapo.KA'YJTO<; as the Helper or 

1 See on 151 ; and cf. p. c'.xxiii. f. 2 See, further, note on 1510• 
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Guide of Christian disciples has not appeared. Then, at 1613, 

we pass to a new thought: the 1rapaKA'YJTo<; is to guide the 
apostles into all truth about Christ, and is to reveal future 
things to them. He is now the Paraclete of the Church, not 
of Christ. Then, at 1416, it is promised that He will abide 
with the Church until the end of time, so that Christian disciples 
may not be left opcpavo{, or without a Friend. Finally, at 1426 , 

we return to the idea that He will lead them to the truth, which 
is now described as "teaching" them, and will always keep 
in their memory the words of Jesus Himself. At this point, 
for the first time, He is explicitly identified with the " Holy 
Spirit " of God. 

The only phrase 1 which would be favoured by the tradi
tional order of chapters rather than by the order cc. 15, 16, 14 
is, " He shall give you another Paraclete," at 1416• This, it 
may be thought, is more naturally said at the first mention of 
the Paraclete than at a point in the discourse after He has 
already been named three or four times. But (see note z"n loc.) 
this phrase is apposite here, and here only, because Jesus has 
just been speaking of His own office as the Advocate with God 
who secures an answer to the prayers of the faithful, although 
He has not explicitly claimed the title 1rapaKA'YJTo<; for Himself. 

It may be added, in conclusion, that the consolations of 
141· 2 seem to come more appropriately towards the end, than 
at the beginning, of the Farewell Discourse. The disciples 
have been assured that the world will one day be proved to 
have been wrong in its rejection of Jesus (1526 168f.); they are 
told, moreover, that they, themselves, will again "see" Jesus 
after His departure (1619), which will turn their grief into joy 
(1622); they think that they understand this, although it is not 
so (1629), and are warned that they will fail in the impending 
hour of trial (1632). This hurts them, and Peter asks why 
they cannot follow Jesus to death even now ( 1337); but he is 
again warned that he will fail at the pinch (1338). Then, and 
not until then, is explained to them the great assurance of life 
after death in the heavenly places which Jesus will prepare 
(142). This is a consolatory promise of a quite different kind 
from any of those given in cc. 15, 16, for it leads the thoughts 
of the disciples beyond this earthly life. 

On grounds such as these, I follow Spitta 2 and Moffatt 3 in 
1 Westcott (lntrod. cxxxi) finds, indeed, a "progress " in the 

teaching about the Paraclete, taking the chapters in the usual order; 
but he takes no account of the difference between the Paraclete of 
Christ in 1526 167 and the Paraclete of the Church in 1613 1416• 26• 

2 See also Bacon, Fourth Gospel, p. 500. 
3 See, for the various hypotheses as to the place of cc. 15, 16, 

Moffatt, Introd. to Lit. of N. T .. p. 556. 
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supposing a dislocation of the text at 133<1. Wendt 1 and Paul 2 
find the break at 1335, but vv. 33 and 36 f. seem to be in complete 
sequence. 

D 

The position of the verses, 331-36, provides another example 
of difficulties of interpretation, probably due to a disturbance 
of the textual order. 

As the verses 331-36 stand in the traditional text, it would seem 
at first sight that they were intended to be a continuation of 
the Baptist's " witness " to our Lord, contained in vv. 27-30; 
and many of the older commentators (e.g. Meyer, Alford) held 
this to be the case. But most modern exegetes recognise 
that in this section, as in 316-21, we have an evangelistic com
mentary on what has preceded. The style of 331•36 is un
mistakably that of Jn., when writing in his own person. How
ever, it does not bear any clear relation to what immediately 
precedes in the traditional text. Abbott (Diat. 2501 f.) 
endeavours, indeed, to interpret 333 of John Baptist; it is the 
Baptist, he holds, that is said to have sealed his attestation 
that God is true. But, if so, the words in v. 32, T~v p.apn,p{av 
avTov ovod, >..ap./3avn, must also be interpreted as Jn.'s 
paraphrase of the Baptist's account of the ill success of Jesus' 
mission. This is entirely inconsistent with the report of the 
Baptist's disciples about Jesus, 7ra.VT£, lpxoVTai 7rpo, avT01• 
(v. 26), which drew from their master a confident and joyful 
assurance that Jesus was, indeed, the Coming One, the Christ 
Himself (vv. 27-30). 

An examination of the section 331-36 shows, on the contrary, 
that it is a continuation of Jn.'s commentary (vv. 16-21) upon 
the pronouncement of Jesus in vv. 11-15. Thus v. 32, in both 
its clauses, reproduces almost verbatim the words ascribed to 
Jesus in v. 11; and v. 31 goes back to v. 12. V. 36•, " He that 
believeth on the Son hath eternal life," has been said already 
at v. 16; and the sombre warning to the unbeliever or dis
obedient at v. 36b has been given before, although less ex
plicitly, at v. 18. " He whom God hath sent " (v. 34) recalls 
v. 17. There is no saying in vv. 31-36 which naturally arises 
out of the section vv. 22-30, but everything in vv. 31-36, on 
the other hand, goes back to vv. 11-21. 

Hence, it suggests itself that vv. 22-30 are out of place; 
and this conclusion has been reached by several scholars. 
Lewis proposed to transfer 322-30 to a position immediately 

1 Gospel according to St. John, p. 104. 
• Hibbert Journal, April 1909. 
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following 2 12, and this has been approved by Moffatt,1 Lewis, 2 

J. M. Thompson,3 Garvie,4 etc. That 325 speaks of Ka0apurf11J, 
is thought to recall 26, and the bridegroom of 2 10 to suggest the 
image of 328• But the sequence of µEra rovro in 212, followed 
by µEra ravra in 322, would be strange and not like the style of 
Jn. Nor can it _be said that there would be any special ap
positeness in such a position of 322 -30• To place these verses 
bejore the Cleansing of the Temple and the subsequent '' signs " 
at Jerusalem (223) makes it difficult to explain the crowds who 
flocked to the ministry of Jesus (326). For, according to this 
arrangement of the text, Jesus has not been in Jerusalem at all, 
and the miracle at Cana of Galilee is the only '' sign " that has 
attracted attention. 

A simpler explanation is that 322 -30 originally followed, 
instead of preceding, 331-36• 5 Everything then falls into place. 
The evangelist's commentary or paraphrase, J16 -21 • 31 -36, is 
continuous; and a new section (322 -30) of the narrative be
ginning with µEra ra't>ra, as usual in Jn., deals with the second 
witness of the Baptist, and connects itself directly in the open
ing verses of c. 4 with the journey to Samaria. It may be 
added that the sequence between 322 -30 and 41 · 2 is as natural 
as that between 336 and 41• 2 is unreal. 

E 

Another example of "dislocation" may be found, if we 
mistake not, in c. 10, the traditional order of verses being 
difficult to interpret, and the order vv. 19-29, vv. 1-18, vv. 30 ff. 
suggesting itself as preferable. 6 

First, as is pointed out in the note on 101, the introductory 
"Verily, verily" is employed to begin a new discourse on a 
new topic in a manner without parallel in the rest of the Gospel. 
There is no connexion between the end of c. 9 and the beginning 
of c. 10, which opens (as we have it) with the allegory of the 
shepherd and the sheep. This has nothing to do with the 
controversy about the healing of the blind man, which occupies 
the whole of c. 9. On the other hand, it is plain that 1019-21 

comes naturally after 941 • The end of the long and tedious 
argument about this miraculous cure was that the Pharisees 
who were inquiring into the matter were not unanimous in the 
conclusion they reached. Some said that Jesus was mad; 
others that He really had restored the man's sight, and that 

1 Introd. to N.T., p. 553 n. 2 Disarrangements, etc., pp. 25-31. 
3 Expositor, VIII. ix. 422. 4 The Beloved Disciple, pp. 20, 84. 
5 For this transposition. see Cadoux, j.T.S., July 1919, p. 317. 
• Moffatt has adopted this order in his New Translation of the N. T. 
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this could not be explained away by saying that He was a 
madman. There is no connexion apparent between 1018 and 
1019-21• The traditional text represents the allegory of the 
shepherd and the sheep following (after an undefined interval) 
the condemnation of the Pharisees for refusing to recognise in 
the cure of the blind man a confirmation of Jesus' claims; and 
chen, abruptly, at vv. 19-21, we turn back to the Pharisees still 
in controversy about this very matter. The end of the story of 
the blind man is in vv. 19-21, and this naturally follows on 9 41 . 

This controversy had gone on for some weeks, and by the 
time that we have reached the end of it, a couple of months have 
elapsed since the Feast of Tabernacles, and so a new paragraph 
begins by telling us that the Feast of Dedication (see on 1022) 

had now arrived. The hostile Jews are determined to get a 
plain answer to the question " Art thou the Christ? " (1024), 

and Jesus tells them that their unbelief is due to their not being 
of His flock, assigning a moral cause for their want of faith as 
He had done before (see on 1026). If they were His sheep, they 
would hear His voice and follow Him, and so would be safe 
in His keeping (1027 -29). Then follows, quite naturally, the 
allegory of the shepherd and the sheep, introduced by &.µ~v 
&.µ~v inasmuch as it takes up and enlarges the theme already 
suggested by vv. 27-29. 

We believe, then, that vv. 1-18 are out of their true posi
tion, which was lost owing to some accident. The scribe who 
placed them immediately after 941 noticed no doubt that the 
sequence of vv. 29, 30 was intelligible, and it satisfied him. In 
v. 28 Jesus had said that His sheep were safe in His hand, and 
in v. 29 (even more strongly) that they were safe in the Father's 
hand. " I and my Father are One " is a declaration which 
would be quite in place here. But it is in even a more appro
priate place if it follows (as we have argued it should follow) 
v. 18: " I have authority to lay it down, and authority to take 
it again. This commandment did I receive from my Father. 
I and my Father are One." It is this unity which explains the 
seeming inconsistency of the assertion, " I lay it down of My
self," with the former statement, " the Son can do nothing of 
Himself" (519 and see on 1018)-an inconsistency which, as the 
text stands, is not relieved by the assertion of unity with the 
Father, which is essential to the argument. 

F 

A sixth example of "dislocation " appears at 1244-50, a 
section which comes in more naturally after 1236-', the verses 
12361,-43 following 1250• 
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At v. 36b it is said that Jesus went away and" was hidden," 
the evangelist noting the incredulity of His hearers, in which he 
finds a fulfilment of prophecy (vv. 39-41), and adding that 
nevertheless many of the rulers were secretly believers, although 
they were afraid to confess it (vv. 42, 43). But then at v. 44, 
the public and authoritative teaching of Jesus begins again, 
the word EKpal£ being inconsistent with iKpv/311 of v. 36h. 
And, moreover, the topics of vv. 35, 36 are continued in vv. 44 ff. 
Thus the contrast between the believer who walks in the light 
and the unbeliever whom darkness overtakes is carried on from 
v. 35 to v. 46. But in vv. 35, 36 it has not yet been explained 
what the Light is to which reference is made; to go back to 
812 is easy for a modern reader, but it would not be suggested 
by anything in vv. 35, 36. We get the explanation in v. 46, 
"I am come as a Light into the world," etc., an explanation 
which is not only natural, but necessary, if vv. 35, 36 are to be 
intelligible in their original context. And then Jesus reverts 
to the theme, frequent throughout the Gospel, that His claim 
for attention is not "of Himself," but because He is God's 
messenger. 

There is no change of scene between v. 36• and v. 44. 
Vv. 35-36• and vv. 44-50 form a continuous discourse, the 
effect of which is summarised vv. 36 -43.1 

To this argument, the evidence of Tatian's Diatessaron 
gives corroboration. For, whatever his reason may have been, 
Tatian rearranges the text of Jn. 12. His order is, Jn. 1219-36", 

then verses from Mt., Lk., Jn. 1242-50, verses from Lk., Jn. 1236-41 • 

He differs from the conclusion which we have reached as to 
vv. 42, 43; but either he noticed that 1286b-4l could not stand 
in the text in the position in which we find them, or (less 
probably) he was following manuscripts which placed these 
verses in the order that we have adopted as the true one.2 

G 

Mention must be made here of a rearrangement of the 
text in c. 18 which has been adopted by many good critics, 
but which is not followed in the present commentary. 

In 1893 F. Spitta,3 taking the view that b apxi£p£v, of 1819 

must mean Caiaphas, and noticing the repetition of the 
phrase Ilfrpo, i,nw, KU! 0,pp.aivop.£YO, in vv. 18, 25•, suggested 
that, perhaps owing to the displacement of a leaf of papyrus, 

1 Cf. Wendt, l.c. p. 96, and Moffatt, l.c. p. 556. 
2 Cf. Bacon, The Fourth Gospel, p. 509, and Moffatt, Introd. to the 

N.T., p. 556. 
• Gesch. und Lit. d. Urchristenthums, 1893, p. 158. 
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the text of vv. 13-27 was in disorder, and that the original 
sequence was vv. 13, 19-24, 14-18, 25b-28, 25• being a copyist's 
aduition. This conjectural restoration of the text was thought 
to be confirmed shortly afterwards by the discovery of the 
Sinai Syriac codex, in which the verses are found in the order 
13, 24, 14, 15, 19-23, 16-18, 25"-28. F. Blass accepted this as 
the true text, 1 stating that the traditional order of verses was 
only a narrative "of blundering scribes." Later, G. G. 
Findlay and Moffatt adopted the order vv. 13, 14, 19-24, 
15-18, 25"-28, which only differs from Spitta's in the place 
assigned to v. 14, an unimportant variation. 

It will be observed that while Spitta's proposal and. that of 
Moffatt involve only a transposition of sections of nearly equal 
length-in Spitta's case vv. 14-18 and 19-24, and in Moffatt's 
case vv. 15-18 and 19-24-the Sinai Syriac, besides transposing 
the sections vv. 16-18 and 19-23, also divorces v. 24 from its 
traditional place and inserts it after v. 13. It is in the highest 
degree improbable that this double divergence of the normal 
text from the Sinai Syriac can be the result of accident; some
thing more, therefore, is involved in the traditional order than 
the mere displacement of a leaf of the exemplar. 2 In other 
words, there is a presumption that the text of Syr. sin. has been 
rearranged from harmonistic motives just as those of Spitta 
and Moffatt have been.3 See also on 48• 

The advantage claimed for these rearrangements is that 
they present a more coherent story. In the case of Syr. sin. 
the removal of v. 24 to a place after v. 13 enables us to get rirl 
of Annas altogether, except for a short halt at his house. As 
in Mt., everything is done by Caiaphas, who conducts the 
preliminary examination of Jesus (2657 "67), as well as presiding 
at the formal meeting of the Sanhedrim (2J1). Again, the title 
apxiep£v, is thus strictly reserved for Caiaphas, who was the 
recognised high priest at the time, Annas having been deposed 
from office previously. And the bringing together of the sec
tions vv. 15-18 and 25-27 is thought to be helpful in regard to 
an understanding of the story of Peter's denials. 

In the text as reconstructed by Spitta and Moffatt, Jesus 
remains in the house of Annas for the preliminary cross
examination, after which (v. 24) He is sent to Caiaphas. But 

1 Philology of the Gospels, 1898, p. 59. 
2 C. H. Turner (].T.S., Oct. 1900, p. 141) suggested that the 

O.L. codex e, from which the leaf between 1812 and 1826b has been cut, 
might have supported Syr. sin. ; but cf. Burkitt in Ev. da Mepharr .. 
II. 316 contra. 

s Cf. Wendt, Fourth Gospel, p. 164, and see also Schmiedel (E.B. 
4580), who takes the view adopted in this commentary that no re
adjustment of the text is necessary. 
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this does not bring the narrative into harmony with Mt., unless 
we suppose that Caiaphas (although in the house of Annas) 
conducts the inquiry of vv. 19-23; and in that case v. 24 is 
extraordinarily clumsy after v. 23. 

It is argued in the notes on this chapter (see on 1813 for a 
brief summary of the sequence of events) that two erroneous 
assumptions underlie these rearrangements of text. First, 
apxup£v,, as a title, was not confined to the high priest at the 
moment in office, but was used of ex high priests, such as 
Annas, as well (see on 732 n 49 1819). In 1815-23 Annas is the 
apx1£po5,, but Caiaphas was the apxup£V<; 'TOV £VLaV'TOV £K£lvov. 
And, secondly, we cannot get rid of 25"", as is done by Syr. 
sin., as well as by Moffatt, without removing a characteristic 
note of Johannine style (see note z·n loc.). Further, the 
separation of the later denials of Peter from his first brings 
out the interval of time (occupied by the cross-examination of 
Jesus) which elapsed since Peter began to wait in the courtyard 
(see on 1818• 25). 

These considerations, which are given more fully in the 
notes, show, I believe, that the traditional order of verses in 
1813- 26 is more probably original than those which have been 
proposed in substitution for it. It may be added that the 
traditional order is followed by Tatian, who did not scruple 
to transpose verses where the sense seemed to demand it. 

H 

That a document may contain genuine, but misplaced, 
passages is, as Moffatt has shown, a legitimate hypothesis; 
and profane, as well as sacred, literature supplies illustrations.1 

But where manuscript evidence is wholly lacking, and internal 
evidence alone is available, hypotheses as to transposition of 
sections are necessarily precarious, and ought to be accepted 
only when the internal evidence is very strong. A method, 
however, of obtaining objective corroboration of such hypotheses 
has been adopted during recent years by several scholars, 2 

which must not be ignored. 
If we knew the number of lines of writing, or of letters, 

in a single leaf (recto and verso) of a manuscript in codex form, 
we should know the length of a section that would be involved 
by the accidental displacement of a leaf. Let us count the 
letters in the various sections in which we have found traces of 

1 See Moffatt, Introd. to N.T., p. 39. 
9 See especially F. J. Paul (Hibbert journal, April r909), A. C. 

Clark (Primitive Text of the Gospels and Acts, r914), and J. M. 
Thompson (Expositor, vm. ix. 421 f .• 1915). 
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displacement. It is not possible to be certain as to the exact 
numbers in the original, because we cannot be sure what con
tractions were used. But the following figures, derived from 
our printed text, will give at any rate the comparative lengths of 
the sections : 

I. c. 5 = 3630 letters.1 

I I. 715-24 = 763 letters. 
III. 1331-1431 = 3120 letters. 
IV. 322 -30 = 730 letters. 
V. 101 -18 = 1495 letters. 

VI. 1236h-43 = 598 letters. 

Let us suppose that each leaf of two pages (recto and verso) 
of our manuscript contained about 7 50 letters. This would not 
be abnormal, and might happen in a variety of ways; e.g. a 
page of 34 lines, each of II letters, 2 would have 3 7 4 letters, 
and thus the leaf would have 748 letters. The same result 
would be reached if the writing were in double columns, and 
each column were of 17 lines. Or, as Thompson suggested, 
we might have an arrangement of 25 lines of 15 letters each 
to a page, which would give us 750 letters to the leaf.3 

A leaf might carry from 700 to 1500 letters of our printed 
text. Thus the oldest extant Greek MS. of Jn. is the 
Oxyrhynchus Papyrus numbered 208 and 1781 (see p. xiv), 
which goes back to the end of the third century. This MS. 
was in book form, consisting of a single quire of some 25 
sheets, and it is demonstrable 4 from the fragments which 
remain that each page contained about 7 ro letters, and each 
leaf 1420. On the other hand, the papyrus codex 1780 (see 
p. xiv) carried only about 700 letters a leaf. Both of these 
provide examples of early Gospel manuscripts written on · 
papyrus, the leaves being fastened together so as to make 
a codex. Scribes are conservative people, and it is probable 
that the normal Gospel book was similar to this pattern in 
the first century, whatever its size. 

We take, then, 750 letters for each leaf, and make no other 
hypothesis, leaving as an open question the disposition of 
the lines of the manuscript of Jn. under consideration. It 
appears at once that §§ II. and IV. occupy approximately 
one leaf each; § V. occupies almost exactly two leaves; § I. 

1 If v. 4 were included, we should have 3795 letters. 
• Codex N is probably derived from a MS. having 11 letters to 

the line (H. S. Cronin, J.T.S., 1912, p. 563); and the same may be 
true of B (Clark, Primitive Text, etc., p. 33). 

3 Thompson also finds traces of a unit of 208 letters ; Clark, on the 
other hand, attaches special significance to a unit of 160 to 167 letters. 

4 See Oxyrhynchus Papyri, vol. ii. (1899), and vol. xv. (1922). 
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occupies nearly five leaves (7 50 X 5 = 37 50, which is slightly in 
excess of 3630, or only 45 letters less than 3795, the number if 
the verse 54 is included); § III. has 3120 letters, which is only 
120 letters in excess of four regular leaves (750X4=3000); 
§ VI. would not quite fill a leaf, having only 598 letters, but 
the quotation marks in this section would take up space that 
would normally be occupied by text, and moreover on the 
hypothesis of dislocation, § VI. would conclude Part II. of 
the Gospel, after which a blank space would naturally be left 
before entering on Part III. 

These figures are remarkable. If the leaves on which the 
Gospel was written became disarranged from any cause, a 
faulty rearrangement of them would produce in§§ II., IV., V., 
almost exactly the displacements of text to which internal 
evidence has pointed; and in §§ I., III., VI., the figures would 
be close to what we should expect.1 

The argument drawn out above stands quite apart from, 
and is independent of, the arguments based on internal evidence; 
and even if it fail to win acceptance, the conclusions as to the 
dislocations of the text in Jn. must be considered on their own 
merits. 

(m) THE STRUCTURE OF THE GOSPEL 

The Gospel falls into three parts, preceded by a Prologue 
and followed by an Appendix. 

Part I. (cc. 119-454 with c. 6) begins at Bethany beyond 
Jordan, goes on to Galilee, thence to Jerusalem, and back to 
Samaria and Galilee. It deals with the ministry of a little 
more than one year. 

Part II. (cc. 5, 7, 8-12) has to do with the Jerusalem ministry 
of Jesus, and extends over a second year. 

Part III. (cc. 13-20) is wholly concerned with the Passion 
and Resurrection. 

More at length, the structure may be exhibited as follows: 

THE PROLOGUE 2 

This (11 •18) is primarily a Hymn on the Logos, interspersed 
with explanatory comments by the evangelist. 

1 The unit of about 750 letters appears again in Jn.'s account of the 
Cleansing of the Temple, viz. 2 14 - 22 =764 letters. Reasons have been 
given (on 2 13) for the opinion that this section is also out of place, but 
we cannot be sure that Jn. did not deliberately place the Cleansing 
of the Temple at the beginning of Jesus' ministry, and it has accord
ingly been left in its traditional position. It would remove some 
difficulties to place 2 14 - 2• after 1219, but new difficulties would arise. 
E.g., the Jews' question rl ,,,,,µ,'iov oEtKvvm 11µ,v; (218) would not be 
suitable after the Raising of Lazarus. 

• See p. cxxxviii. 
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119-51 

21-12 

213-25 

31-15 

J ,R-21. 31 36 

J22-30 

41-42 

443-54 

61-15 

616-25 

626-60 

660-71 

51-9 • 

510-19 

520-29 

530·40 

STRUCTURE OF THE GOSPEL XXXl 

PART I 

The ministry of John the Baptist, and the call of 
the first disciples of Jesus 

Ministry at Cana of Galilee (the first " sign "). 
Cleansing of the Temple (Jerusalem: Passover) 
Discourse with Nicodemus on the New Birth 
Evangelist's commentary thereon. 
Ministry inJudcea. 
Samaria and the woman of Sychar. 
Return to Galilee. 
Healing of the nobleman's son. 
Feeding of the Five Thousand. 
Return to Capernaum. 
Discourses on the Bread of Life. 
Perplexity of disciples, and the defection of many 
Only the Twelve stand fast. 

PART II 

Cure of impotent man (Jerusalem: Passover). 
Argument about Sabbath observance. 
The relation of the Son to the Father. 

541-47. J15-24 • 

71-9 • 

The threefold witness to Jesus' claims. 
Argument with the Jewish doctors. 
Retirement to Galilee. 

710-14. 26-36 

737-52 

g12-59 

1019-21 

1022-29. 1-6 

1030-42 • 

I 1 1-57 

,~1-11 

1212-2:1 , 

Teaching of Jesus in the Temple (Jerusalem: 
Feast of Tabernacles) arouses hostility. 

His appeal to the people: intervention of 
Nicodemus. 

His claim to be the Light of the World: in
dignation of the Pharisees. 

Cure of blind man: his confession of Christ : 
condemnation of the Pharisees. 

Consequent diversity of opinion about Jesus. 
The Feast of the Dedication: Discourse about 

the Jews' unbelief: other shepherds are false 
guides. 

• Jesus claims to be the Door of the sheep and the 
Good Shepherd. 

• Jesus is accused of blasphemy, and retires 
beyond Jordan. 

The raising of Lazarus (Bethany) : another 
brief retirement. · 

The supper at Bethany. 
The triumphal entry to Jerusalem: the Greek 

inquirers. 
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1 :?23-a6a 

I 244-50 , 

I 2 36b-43 , 

1321-30 

1331a. 15, 16 
lJ31b-38 l4 
171-26 

1 31-14 

l 315-18 

1819-24 • 

l 325-27 

1828-40 

1917-24 

1925-30 

1931-42 

201-10 

2011-18 

2019-23 

2024-29 

::oao 31 

211-17 

2 118-23 , 

THE TEXT (Ch.1. 

Announcement of His Passion: His agony of 
spirit: perplexity of the bystanders. 

A last warning: a last appeal to those who re
jected Him. 

Evangelist's commentary on Jewish unbelief as 
foreordained in 11rophecy. 

PART III 

The Last Supper; the Feet-washing; its spiritual 
lesson. 

Jesus foretells His betrayal: Judas departs. 
The Last Discourses. 

" " The Last Prayer. 
Jesus arrested and brought to Annas. 
Peter's first denial. 
Examination before Annas: Jesus sent on to 

Caiaphas. 
Peter's second and third denials. 
Jesus accused before Pilate; His first examina

tion by Pilate, who fails to secure His release. 
The scourging and mockery: Pilate fails again 

to save Jesus. 
His second examination by Pilate, who fails a 

third time to save Him, and pronounces 
sentence. 

The Crucifixion: the soldiers. 
Three sayings of Jesus from the Cross. 
The piercing of His side: His burial. 
The sepulchre found empty. 
Appearance of the Risen Lord to Mary Mag

dalene. 
His first appearance to the disciples: their 

commission. 
The incredulity of Thomas dispelled at His 

second appearance to them. 
Colophon: scope and purpose of the Gospel. 

APPENDIX 

Appearance of the Risen Christ by the Sea of 
Galilee. 

• Prediction of Peter's martyrdom: a misunder
stood saying about John. 

Concluding notes of authentication. 
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The concluding sentences in each of these sections are 
noteworthy, as indicating the careful planning of the narrative. 

The last words of the Prologue are a summary of the theme 
of the Gospel, viz. the Manifestation of the Father through His 
Son (1 18). 

Part I. is mainly occupied with the Ministry of the first 
year, which was largely in Galilee. Its happy progress is 
recorded, but this ends with the defection of many disciples 
(666). Here is the first suggestion of failure. 

Part II. tells of the Ministry at Jerusalem, the success of 
which would be fundamental, and of the fierce opposition 
which it provoked. Its climax is the final rejection' of Jesus 
by the Jews, upon which the evangelist comments in a few 
sombre words (1236b-43). 

Part III. narrates the Passion, which seemed the end, and 
the Resurrection, which was really the victorious beginning. 
The final words explain the purpose of the writing of the Gospel 
which is now concluded (2030. 31). 

The authentication at the end of the Appendix (2124• 25) 

has its own special significance. For the Appendix, see on 21lf .• 

NON-JOHANNINE GLOSSES 

It is generally recognised that the story of the adulterous 
woman (?53-811) is not Johannine, and that it was interpolated 
by scribes at an early date. This is discussed in the note on 
the Pericope. There are three or· four other passages which 
suggest a hand other than that of Jn., and are probably due to 
editorial revision, being added after the Gospel was finished, 
perhaps before it was issued to the Church. Thus 41• 2 is a 
passage which has been rewritten for the sake of clearness, but 
the style is not that of Jn. So 623 is an explanatory non
J ohannine gloss. The verse 54 is rejected by modern editors 
from the text as insufficiently attested, but linguistic evidence 
alone would mark it as non-Johannine. u 2 is undoubtedly 
an explanatory or parenthetical comment, but it is possible that 
it is added by Jn., although there are non-J ohannine touches 
of style: cf. u 5• There is also some doubt about the comment 
at 1216, which reads as if it was not due to the original evan
gelist, but to some one who had the Synoptic, rather than the 
J ohannine, story in his mind at this point. 

EVANGELISTIC COMMENTS 

These non-Johannine glosses must not be confused with 
the comments which Jn. makes, as he proceeds, on his narra

c 
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tive, and on the words which he records. These appear not 
only in the body of the Gospel, but in the Prologue (cf. p. cxlv; 
see on 16f. 12• 15) and in the Appendix (2119). At 2 21 J39 1233 173 

Jn. offers an explanation of words of Jesus which he thinks 
may be misunderstood, and at 661. 64 he calls attention to a 
point that may be missed. He points out a misunderstanding 
on the part of the Jews (722 827) and of the disciples (n13). He 

. notes that certain words of the Jews correspond with what 
Jesus had said about His death (1832 ; cf. 444). He ascribes 
motives to Judas (126) and to the rulers (1243). He gives 
brief elucidations, such as could be needed only by those to 
whom the details would be new (49 671 ; cf. 2 24 i). He pauses 
to note the irony of Caiaphas' unconscious prophecy (n51). 

His general habit, however, is to pass over without comment 
(see on 1 45) any obvious mistake or misapprehension as to the 
Person of Christ. These mistakes his readers will correct for 
themselves, while they need help in regard to obscure sayings. 

The special interest of the concluding paragraph of Part II. 
has already been noticed (p. xxxiii). Here the evangelist ends 
the narrative of the ministry of Jesus at Jerusalem and His 
rejection there, by quoting, as part of his own comment, several 
verses from the O.T. which show how Jewish unbelief had 
been foreordained in prophecy (1236b-43). 

CHAPTER II 

THE APOSTLE JOHN AND THE FOURTH GOSPEL 

(i) John the Apostle was the Beloved Disciple. 
(ii) John the Apostle did not suffer Death by Martyrdom. 

(iii) John the Apostle and John the Presbyter. 
(iv) The Muratorian Fragment and the Latin Prefaces on the Autho1-

ship of the Gospel. · 
(v) The Gospel and the Johannine Epistles were written by John 

the Presbyter. 
(vi) The Apocalypse is not by John the Presbyter, but probably by 

John the Apostle. 
(vii) Summary of Argument as to Authorship. 

(viii) Early Citations of the Fourth Gospel. 

(1) JOHN THE APOSTLE WAS THE BELOVED DISCIPLE 

THE notices of John by name are infrequent in the N.T. He 
was, apparently, the younger of the two sons of Zebedee, the 
proprietor of a fishing-boat on the Lake of Galilee and a man 
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of sufficient substance to employ servants (Mk. 1 19• 20). His 
mother, Salome, was a sister of the Virgin Mary (see on 1935 

2 12), so that John was a maternal cousin of Jesus. With his 
brother James, he obeyed the call of Jesus to follow Him as a 
disciple (Mk. 1 20); and it is probable that he had been attracted 
to His company at an even earlier period (see on Jn. 140). 

In the earliest list of the Twelve (Mk. 317) James and John 1 

are given the next place after Peter, but that is only due to the 
order in which they appear in Peter's reminiscences. Peter, 
James, and John are specially associated with Jesus three times 
in the Synoptic narrative (Mk. 537 92 1433), these incidents 
disclosing their intimacy with Him. In the last week of His 
ministry they are found, with Andrew, questioning Him 
privately (Mk. 133). 

John was rebuked for his uncompromising temper of ex
clusiveness (Mk. 938, Lk. 949), a story which agrees with the 
repo_rt of Iren::eus that John would not stay under the same roof 
as the heretic Cerinthus (Heer. iii. 3. 4). Lk. (954) adds another 
illustration of his intolerance, James and John being desirous 
of invoking the Divine vengeance on those who would not 
receive their Master hospitably. Finally, the two brothers 
aroused the indignation of the other apostles by asking that 
when Messiah's kingdom was established they should be 
given the two principal places of honour as His viziers (Mk. 
1035 ; cf. Mt. 2020, where it is their mother Salome that makes 
the request). It is clear that they regarded themselves as in 
no way inferior to Peter; nor is he represented as specially 
aggrieved by their claim; nor, again, does Jesus in His reply 
suggest that they were not entitled to the chief place among the 
Twelve (cf. note on 1323). But He declares that earthly pre
cedence is reversed in His Kingdom, only asking of James and 
John if they are able to drink His cup and be baptized with 
His baptism. They assure Him that they can, and He tells 
them that so it shall be (Mk. 1039). 

James is generally mentioned before John, but in Lk. 851 

928, Acts 1 13, the order is Peter, John, James. Lk. specially 
associates Peter with John. He notes (Lk. 228) that it was 
Peter and John who were entrusted with the preparation for 
the Last Supper. In Acts 31. 11 413, Peter and John together 
bear the brunt of Jewish hostility; and, again, these two are 
selected by the apostles as delegates to confirm the Samaritans 
(Acts 814). As early as the year 55, Paul mentions Peter and 

1 Mk. (317 ) adds that Jesus gave them the title {:3oav'YJfY'IES, which he 
interprets "sons of thunder." But no Aramaic word has been sug
gested, corresponding to (:Joa•TJP-Y•s, which could mean viol {:JpovriJs, 
and the title remains obscure (cf. D.C.G. i. 216). 
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John, with James the Lord's brother, as the pillars of the Church 
at Jerusalem (Gal. 29). Peter is always represented as the 
spokesman, but John shares with him the responsibilities which 
leadership brings. 

John is represented in Acts 413 as being, like Peter, &:yp&,,,,,,aTos 
Kat loiwT11s. That is, he was not learned in the lore of Rab
binical schools. To call him " illiterate and ignorant " would 
be to exaggerate, but the words employed do not suggest that 
he was a man of learning or of literary gifts. 

John the son of Zebedee is not mentioned by name in the 
Fourth Gospel, and " the sons of Zebedee " collectively appear 
only in the Appendix (21 2). Having regard to the important 
position given to John by the Synoptists, it would be strange 
if he were ignored by the Fourth Evangelist. As has been 
said above, he may be indicated at 1 35 (where see note); and we 
now inquire if any disciple is mentioned by Jn., without being 
named, who is specially associated with Peter, as John is by 
Luke. 

An unnamed disciple is mentioned (1815) as having, in 
company with Peter, followed Jesus after His arrest; being 
known to the high priest, he was admitted to the inner court, 
while Peter had to stay outside. This might have been John 
the son of Zebedee, but there is no real evidence that it was 
one of the Twelve (see note on 1815). 

In three passages, however, an unnamed friend of Peter is 
described as " the disciple whom Jesus loved." First, the 
Beloved Disciple has a place next Jesus at the Last Supper, and 
Peter beckons to him to discover the name of the traitor. This 
must have been one of the Twelve 1 (see on 1323), and so his 
identification with John the son of Zebedee is suggested. 

Secondly, Peter and '' the other disciple whom Jesus 
loved," run together to the sepulchre which Mary Magdalene 
had reported to be empty (2021-). The Beloved Disciple's 
eagerness to be first at the tomb, his hesitation to enter it when 
it was reached, and his " belief" when he saw that it was 
empty, are graphically described. 

Thirdly, the two disciples whose fates are contrasted in 
2116-23 are, again, Peter and o /La011T~s Sv 71-ya:,ra o 'l11CTovs; 

and the latter is, apparently, a fisherman, as we know John the 
son of Zebedee to have been. The narrative of the Appendix 
helps the identification in another way. The "Beloved 
Disciple " must be one of the seven persons indicated in 21 2, 

and among these the sons of Zebedee are expressly included. 
James is excluded, for the tradition of v. 23 could not have 

1 Cf. contra, Sanday (Criticism of Fourth Gospel, p. 98), and Swete 
(J.T.S., July 1916, p. 374). 
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arisen in regard to him (Acts 122), so that if the Beloved Disciple 
were not John the apostle, he must be either Thomas, Nathanael, 
or one of the two i·nnominati (see on 21 2 for the possibilities). 

Now the constant tradition of the early Church was that 
the name of the Beloved Disciple was John. Irenreus (Heer. 
III. i. 1) and Polycrates (see p. 1. below) are explicit about this. 
So are the second-century Acts of .fohn (&vaK<,JL<vov <p.E <7!"< Ta. 
iota UT~0YJ l8ix<To, § 89). So is Origen (cf. Eusebius, H.E. 
vi. 25). This is a point on which tradition could not have gone 
astray, and there is no other tradition. There can be no 
reasonable doubt that the name of the Beloved Disciple was 
John, and therefore Thomas and Nathanael are exduded.1 

If there was another John among the two innominatt", we 
might claim ht"m as the Beloved Disciple, but for this there is 
no evidence. 

The only other mention of the Beloved Disciple in Jn. is at 
1926, where he is standing near the Cross in company with the 
Virgin Mother, whom he received ,i, Ta. Wia " to his lodg
ing." This (see on 1i7) is not inconsistent with his being the 
"witness" to whom appeal is made in 1935, for ample time 
had elapsed to permit of his return to the Cross. And when we 
find at 21 24 that it is the Beloved Disciple who is designated as 
"the disciple who bears witness of these things," it is difficult 
to avoid the conclusion that the " witness " of 1935 is the same 
person (cf. p. lxix below). 2 

(n) JOHN THE APOSTLE DID NOT SUFFER DEATH BY 
MARTYRDOM 

Accepting the identification of the Beloved Disciple with 
the apostle John, the tradition of the early Church that John 
lived to extreme old age, which is suggested in 21 23 (see note 
in loc. and cf. p. xlvii f.), is consistent at every point. 

This tradition has, however, been challenged; and some 
critics have put forward the theory that John the apostle, the 
son of Zebedee, died as a martyr early in his apostolic career,3 

1 So also is Lazarus, of whom it is said three times that Jesus loved 
him (Jn. u•· 6 • 86). He was suggested as possibly the beloved disciple 
by W. K. Fleming, Guardian, 19th Dec. rgo6, but he must be ruled out. 

2 The theory that the Beloved Disciple is an ideal figure, and not 
a man of flesh and blood, has been put forward by a few critics, e.g. 
Reville: "II apparait comme un etre irreel ... le disciple ideal qui 
est sur le sein du Christ, comme le Christ est sur le sein de Dieu," 
quoted by Latimer-Jackson, The Problem of the Fourth Gospel, p. 155. 
But to dismiss the vivid notices of the Beloved Disciple in this way is a 
desperate expedient of exegesis. 

3 This view is favoured by Schwartz, Wellhausen, Schmiedel 
(E.B. 2509), Moffatt (Introd. p. 602), Bacon (Fourth Gospel, p. 132), 
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while a different person, viz. John the Beloved Disciple, lived 
to be an old man, and died peacefully at Ephesus. In a seventh
or eighth-century Epitome of the History of Philip of Side 
(fl. circa 450) the statement is found that " Papias in the second 
book says that John the Divine and James his brother were 
killed by the Jews." A ninth-century writer, George the 
Sinner, reproduces part of this, and claims the fact that both 
of the sons of Zebedee met a violent death as a fulfilment of the 
Lord's prediction, Mk. 1039• For this story there is, however, 
no other authority than the epitomiser of Philip of Side, while, 
since the second century, the Christian Church has always 
accepted the statement of Iremeus that John died a natural 
death. 

The problem as to the death of John the apostle is so 
important in view of the inferences which have been drawn 
from it, that the method adopted by the epitomiser of Philip 
of Side, and also his trustworthiness, must be examined in 
detail, however tedious. 

A 

The series of extracts from ecclesiastical histories,1 one 
of which is here in question, are headed by the rubric: "A 
collection of different narratives, from the birth of our Lord 
according to the flesh, beginning from the first book (Aoyov) of 
the ecclesiastical history of Eusebius." The collection falls 
into seven sections, all of which borrow matter from Eusebius, 
but in one or two instances make use of tradition not found in 
that author's extant works. The sixth of these sections is 
concerned with Papias, and is printed in full in Lightfoot's 
Apostolt'c Fathers, p. 518. Much of the collection is in 
Eusebius; and it must be borne in mind that the Epitomiser 
does not profess to quote Papias at first hand. He only 
gives a summary (like a series of notes) of what he found in 
Philip of Side, who may or may not have had direct access to 
the writings of Papias. We shall describe him throughout as 
the Epitomiser, leaving it an open question (as we must) 
whether he correctly represents Philip of Side or not. 

Burkitt (Gospel History and Transmission, p. 252), Charles (Revelation, 
i. p. xiv), and others. It is rejected by Lightfoot (Essays on Super
natural Religion, p. 212), Drummond (Character and Authorship, etc., 
p. 228), Zahn (Forsch. vi. 147), Chapman (John the ~resbyter, P: 95), 
Harnack (Chronol. i. 665 f.), Loofs, Clemen, Armitage Robmson 
(Historical Character of St. John's Gospel, p. 64). I have discussed the 
problem at some length in Studia Sacra, p. 260 f. 

1 Printed from the Oxford Cod. Barocc. 142 by De Boor in Texte 
und Untersuchungen, v. 2 (1888). 
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(a) The Epitomiser begins: " Papias, bishop of Hierapolis, 
who was a hearer of John the Divine and a companion of 
Polycarp, wrote five books (,\oyov,) of Oracles of the Lord." 1 

The description of Papias as d.KoVCTT1/'> 'lwavvov, Ilo.\vKap,rov 
llE fra'ipo, is in Eusebius (iii. 39. 1), who is avowedly quoting 
from Irerneus (v. 33. 4). The context in Irerneus (v. 30. 3) 
is explicit as to John, whose hearer Papias was, being the 
author of the Apocalypse. The title b 0w,\6yo, cannot have 
been in Papias, as it does not appear before the fourth century. 

The Epitome proceeds: "Wherein [i.e. in Papias' work], 
when giving a list of the apostles, after Peter and John, Philip 
and Thomas and Matthew, he included among the disciples of 
the Lord, Aristion and another John ('Iwavv'lv lnpov), whom 
also he called 1rp£cr/3vnpo,." This 2 again is abbreviated from 
Eusebius (iii. 39. 4), Andrew and James being omitted. 

The next sentence, beginning w, ,wa, otw·Oai, probably 
does not reproduce statements of Papias, but is a comment of 
the Epitomiser, although Lightfoot takes it differently. " So 
that some think that [this] John is the author of the two short 
and catholic epistles, which are published in the name of John; 
because the d.pxa'ioi [i.e. the early Church leaders] only accept 
the first epistle. Some, too, have wrongly thought the Apoca
lypse also to be his [i.e. John the presbyter's]." 3 Papias 
himself would never have spoken of the d.pxa'ioi as authorities 
who passed judgment on the Johannine writings. The com
ment evidently comes from a later age, when questions of author-
ship and canonicity had arisen. It' may be found in substance 
in Eusebius (iii. 25. 3). The Epitomiser deprecates the idea 
that the Apocalypse was not written by John the apostle. 

(b) The Epitome proceeds: " Papias also goes wrong about 
the Millennium, and from him Irerneus also." This also 
comes from Eusebius (iii. 39. 12), who says in connexion with 
it that Papias was a man of limited intelligence. The reference 
to Irenreus is to v. 33. 4, as before. 

(c) We pass by the next sentence, viz. about the martyrdom 
of John and James, until the rest of the Epitome has been 
examined. 

(d) " The aforesaid Papias stated on the authority of the 
daughters of Philip, that Barsabbas, who is also called Justus, 
when challenged by the unbelievers, drank viper's poison in 
the name of Christ, and was preserved scathless." This is 
reproduced from Eusebius (iii. 39. 9). Eusebius does not 

1 The Papias memoranda in the Epitome have been analysed also 
by Dom Chapman, John the Presbyter, p. 95, with whose general con
clusion, that they are mainly derived from Eusebius, I agree. 

2 Sec p. lii for this passage. 3 Cf. p. liv. 
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mention the nature of the poison (cf. [Mk.J 1618), and he cites 
Philip's daughters not as the authority for this story, but for 
something similar to the next. 

(e) " He relates also other wonderful things, and parti
cularly the story about the mother of Manaimus, who was raised 
from the dead." Eusebius (iii. 39. 9) notes that Papias had a 
story about a resurrection from the dead, and it is no doubt 
this to which the Epitomiser refers, giving, however, the 
additional detail of the name of the resuscitated person. 

(j) The last note is: '' about those raised from the dead by 
Christ, that they lived until the time of Hadrian." The 
Epitomiser does not say expressly that this comes from Papias, 
although it is among the Papias memoranda. It may have 
been added only because of its similarity to (e). In any case, 
it was told by Quadratus in his Apology addressed to Hadrian 
(Eusebius, iv. 3. 2) that some of those raised by Christ "survived 
to our own times." It is hardly doubtful that the Epitomiser 
is here again borrowing from Eusebius. 

We observe, then, that the paragraphs a, b, d, e, f give no 
information about Papias or his writings that is not in Eusebius, 
except in regard to the name Manaimus, which may be a detail 
of independent tradition. If these memoranda were directly 
taken from Papias' writings, it is hardly credible that Philip 
of Side should have chosen exactly those points as notable 
which had already been selected by Eusebius. In short, it is 
doubtful that Philip of Side knew anything about Papias 
except what he found in Eusebius.1 

We now go back to the fragment of importance : (c) ITa1rta, 
lv T<p 0£VTEP'f:' ,\oy'l' Hy£t 6Tt 'Iwavv11, b 0w,\oyo<; Kal 'laKw/30<; b 
a8£>..<f,oi; avrov v11"o 'Iovoa{wv avvpl0w·av. 

As in (a) the title b 0w>..oyo, has been added by the 
Epitomiser (or by Philip); it could not have been used by 
Papias. The statement then is that "John and James his . 
brother were killed by Jews." Now James the son of Zebedee 
was not killed by Jews, but by Herod (Acts 12 2), and Christian 
historians have never laid the guilt of his death upon the Jews. 
It is impossible to believe that Papias had any different tradi
tion on the subject. Again, if Papias said that John the son of 
Zebedee was killed by Jews, we should have expected that 
in the Epitome incredulity would have been indicated. The 

1 Philip's contemporary, Socrates, says of him that he was a 
laborious student who had amassed many books, but that his history 
was useless, being both loose and inexact, especially in regard to 
chronology (Socrates, Eccl. Hist., vii. 27). This agrees well with the 
mistakes and omissions that are to be observed in the fragments of 
t·he Epitome (including those about Papias) which have been printed 
by De Boor. Either Philip or his epitomiser was a blunderer. 
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Epitomiser believed (see p. xxxix above) that John wrote the 
Apocalypse, but this would have been impossible had John 
suffered martyrdom at the hands of the Jews. Nevertheless, 
the Epitomiser adds no adverse comment upon the belief 
with which he seems to credit Papias here, as he does in para
graph (b). This statement, then, both in regard to John and 
to James, provokes the suspicion that it is a misrepresentation 
or corruption of what Papias said. 

I have shown elsewhere 1 that the due to the corruption 
is found in Jerome's version of the Chronzde_ of Eusebius; 
"Jacobus, frater domini quern omnes Justum appellabant a 
Judaeis lapidibus opprimitur." If we compare this with the 
Armenian version and also with the Greek history of Syncellus 
which is based on Eusebius, we find that the Greek text of 
the Chronz"cle at this point was : o a.8£1'.<po, Tov Kvp{ov 
'l&.Kw/30<; b 0110µ,a<r8£t<; inro 1raVTO>V 8{KaW<; >..{0oi<; inro 'lov8a{wv 
avaipE'irni.2 Now the story of the martyrdom of James the 
Just is reproduced in Eusebius' History in full from Hegesippus, 
Josephus also being cited (ii. 23. 18, 20), both writers specially 
emphasising the fact that he was killed by Jews. When 
Eusebius comes to record this in his Chronicle he uses the very 
words ascribed in our Epz"tome to Papias -inro 'Iov8a{w11 
a11a1pEtTai. The Epitomiser has used of the martyrdom of 
James the Great a phrase which really belonged to th~ martyr
dom of James the Just. 

It is true that the Epitomiser expressly assigns his statement 
to Papias, and appears to specify (for'the only time in his record) 
the actual book of the 'Et1Jy~<rn, from which his memor
andum is derived. It is in the second Aoyo,, this term being used 
by him, as in paragraph (a), for a volume or section of Papias' 
work. But these sections were called /31/3>..ta, not >..6yo1, by 
Irerneus (v. 33. 4), as well as by Maximus Confessor 3 (seventh 
cer,t.), who shows direct acquaintance with the 'Et'1)y~<r£L<;. 
No doubt Myo, may be only a slip on the part of the Epitomiser 
for the more accurate {3if3>..lov.4 But it is suspicious 5 that 
Myo,; is the very term used by Eusebius (not by Papias) for the 
divisions of his History, and the Epitomiser knew this (see 
p. xxxviii). Is it not then probable that when the Epitomiser 
gives iv T'f 8£vTip'J! My'{' as his reference, he is quoting from the 

1 Studia Sacra, p. 271 f. 
2 So it is restored in Migne's te:x:t ; cf. also Schoene's edition of the 

Chronicle, ii. p. l 54. 
3 Cf. Lightfoot, Apostolic Fathers, pp. 522, 523. 
4 Eusebius describes the Five Books of Papias as <rv-y-ypaµµaTo. 

(iii. 39. 1). 
• This was first pointed out by W. Lockton (Theology, Aug. 1922, 

p. 81). 
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second .\.oyo, of Eusebius (whose third book he has been using 
freely) rather than from the second /3if3.\.{ov of Papias, which 
there is no good evidence that he had ever seen? 1 In other 
words, the Epitomiser is going back to the story of the martyr
dom of James the Just, told in Eus. ii. 23, as well as briefly 
in Eus. Chron. s.a. 61 in the words tnro 'Iovoa{wv &.vatp£tTal. 

It may be that Papias said something about the martyrdom 
of James the Just by the Jews, as Hegesippus did; but it is 
doubtful that the Epitomiser has any more ultimate authority 
than Eusebius. 'la.Kw/30, o 6.0£A<pos avTOv is in some way 
corrupted from 'la.Kw/30, o 6.0EA<po, -roii Kvptov. 'Iwa.vv17, o 
0£0.\.oyo, is not an expression that Papias could have used. 
It is not possible to discover with certainty how this double 
blunder in the Epitome arose. Lightfoot 2 suggested that a 
whole line had dropped out, the fates of John and James his 
brother being contrasted in the original sentence. I made a 
different suggestion in 1908,3 viz. that the sentence in Eusebius' 
Chronicle, o 6.0£A<po, -roii Kvptov 'la.Kw/30,, had been corrupted 
by scribes into O 6.0EA<po<; av-rov Kill 'la.Kw/30,, a bad Greek 
sentence, but one which would suggest that both the sons of 
Zebedee were intended. All that can, however, be said with 
confidence is that the sentence as found in the Epitome is 
corrupt, and that no historical inference can be drawn from a 
corrupt sentence in a late epitome of the work of a careless and 
blundering historian. To base upon De Boor's fragment an 
argument for the martyrdom of John the son of Zebedee is, as 
Harnack has said, " an uncritical caprice."' 

B 

Another argument in support of the idea that John died a 
martyr's death has been based on the evidence of ecclesiastical 
calendars. 

In a Syriac Martyrology (before 411 A.D.) 5 we find the 
entries: 

Dec. 26. Stephen, chief martyr, etc. 
Dec. 27. John and James, the apostles, at Jerusalem. 
Dec. 28. At Rome, Paul and Peter, the chief of the 

Lord's apostles. 
1 i11 T4J o,VT<P'I' M-y'I' is also the phrase used by George the Sinner 

(p. xxxviii), but he is merely copying the Epitome of Philip of Side. 
• Supernatural Religion, p. 212. He is referring to the passage in 

George the Sinner, but the suggestion is applicable also to De Boor's 
fragment. 

3 Cf. Studia Sacra, p. 273. • Theol. Literaturzeitung, 1909, nr. I. 
• Printed by Wright in the Journal of Sacred Literature for 1866. 

Cf. Studia Sacra, p. 278. 
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Also in the Calendar of Carthage (505 A.D.) we find : 

Dec. 26. S. Stephani primi martyris. 
Dec. 27. S. Iohannis Baptistae et Jacobi apostoli quern 

Herodes occidit. 
Dec. 28. Sanctorum Infantum quos Herodes occidit. 

It is argued that, as John Baptist is commemorated in the 
same Calendar on June 24, the entry S. Iohannis Baptistae 
here must be a mere mistake for S. Iohannis Evangelz'stae, 
whose day is Dec. 27 in later Calendars of the West. And 
the conclusion is drawn that, in the Syriac Martyrology and 
in the Carthage Calendar alike, John is commemorated as a 
martyr. 

This argument misconceives the principle on which the 
early Calendars were constructed. The Syriac Martyrology 
may be compared with a passage in Aphrahat (t344): '' After 
Christ was the faithful martyr Stephen whom the Jews stoned. 
Simon also and Paul were perfect martyrs. And James and 
John walked in the footsteps of their Master Christ." 1 It 
will be noticed that it is not said explicitly here that James and 
John suffered a martyr's death. Now the selection of Stephen, 
Peter, James, John, Paul, as the great leaders whose memory 
was celebrated after Christmas, is specially mentioned by 
Gregory of Nyssa (circa 385) as customary. He explains 2 

that they were commemorated as '' leaders of the apostolic 
chorus ll (r~. &:1rO<TTOALK~, apµov{a, ftapxoi); and adds that 
they endured the combat with different kinds of martyrdom 
(8ia<f,6poi, 8£ -rov p,aprvpfov rp61roi, lva0A~<Tavr(s), Peter 
being crucified, James beheaded, and John's witness being 
fulfilled, first in his trial when flung into the cauldron of boiling 
oil, and secondly in his continual willingness to die for Christ. 
The praise of the proto-martyr is followed, Gregory says, by a 
commemoration of apostles, " for neither are martyrs without 
apostles, nor are apostles separated from them." The in
sertion of names in the Church Calendars did not depend on 
their title of p,aprn, in the restricted meaning of one who 
suffered death for his Christian witness. And the same 
principle is enunciated by Gregory of N azianzus about the same 
time in his panegyric on St. Basil the Great. 3 He compares 
Basil to the great men of the O.T. and N.T., mentioning in 
order John the Baptist, "the zeal of Peter, the intensity of 
Paul ... the lofty utterance (p,(yaM<f,wvov) of the sons of 

1 De Persecutione, 23 (cf. Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, vol. xiii. 
p. 401). 

2 See Migne, Part. Gr., xlvi. cols. 789, 725, 729. 
3 Cf. Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, vol. vii. p. 149. 
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Zebedee, the frugality and simplicity of all the disciples," 
adding that he did not suffer Stephen's fate, although willing 
to face it. Like Aphrahat, he mentions the five great leaders, 
making it plain that the pre-eminence of Peter, Paul, James, 
and John, which made them worthy of special commemoration, 
did not rest on their martyrdom, for this is only mentioned in 
the case of Stephen. 

Thus the evidence for John's death by martyrdom, which 
is derived from the evidence of Church Calendars, must be 
dismissed, for Calendars included the names of great leaders, 
whether they were " red " martyrs or no.1 

C 

A third, and minor, plea in support of the theory that John 
the apostle died a martyr's death is based on a statement 
quoted by Clement of Alexandria (Strom. iv. 9) from the 
commentary of Heracleon on Lk. 128f.. Schmiedel observes 
that Heracleon, while expressly mentioning Matthew, Philip, 
Thomas, and Levi among many who did not suffer death by 
martyrdom, does not mention John the apostle, who would 
have been entitled to the first place had Heracleon known of his 
peaceful end. 2 But this is to misunderstand Heracleon, who 
is combating the extravagant claims sometimes made on 
behalf of "confessors." We must distinguish, he says, those 
who have been called to make public confession of their faith 
before a magistrate from those who have only made their 
Christian confession in peaceful ways of life. For instance, 
we must place Matthew, Philip, Thomas, etc., in the latter 
category. Heracleon does not claim these apostles as "con
fessors with the voice." And he does not put John the apostle 
among them, because he inherited the general Christian tradi
tion that John had made confession and had been exiled 
to Patmos ilia T~v µ,apTvp{av 'I110"ov (Rev. 19). Whether 
Heracleon were right or wrong as to the fortunes of the apostles 
whom he names is not to the point. But, on his view, it is 
certain that he could not have excluded John from those who 
bore public witness to their faith. The example of John would 
not have served his purpose on any view of the apostle's end. 
I submit that Schmiedel's argument based on Heracleon must 
be set aside. 

1 For a fuller discus~ion, I may refer to Studia Sac1'a, pp. 275 ff. 
The argument has been accepted by Harnack (Tkeol. LiteYaturzeitung, 
1909, p. rr), by J. A. Robinson (Hist. Cka1-acte1' of St. John's Gospel, 
p. 69 f.), and others. 

1 E.B. 25n. 
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D 

Lastly, the idea that Mk. 1039• 40 contains a prediction of 
John's death by violence rests upon a forgetfulness of the 
context and a misunderstanding of the words employed. 
(1) None of the apostles believed at the time that Jesus was 
going to die, and the affirmation of James and John that they 
could drink His cup and be baptized with His baptism did 
not contemplate death for themselves any more than for Him. 
He knew this, and knew, too, that a prediction of violent death 
for them both was a prediction which they could not have 
understood. (2) The present tenses 1r£vw, /3a1rT[(oµ,ai, do not 
point to what was still in the future for Jesus, but to that 
ministry of sorrow which had already begun for Him. (3) To 
"drink the cup" is a familiar O.T. metaphor, often descriptive 
of accepting tribulation appointed by God (Ps. 116 7 58, Isa. 5117, 

Jer. 2515). It always involves pain, but not necessarily a 
violent death. (4) /3a1rT{(£<r0a, means here '' to be over
whelmed" as it were with a flood of calamity, the verb being 
used thus Isa. 214 (LXX), Ps. 692 (Symmachus), and Ps. 915•1 

For the image of an afflicted saint being overwhelmed with 
tides of misfortune (which do not always end in death), cf. 
Ps. 326 427 6914 887• (5) /3a1map.a /3atrT{(oµ.ai is a literal 
Greek rendering of an Aramaic expression meaning '' I am 
being overwhelmed," i'.e. by the deep waters of God's 
appointment (cf. Lk. 1250). (6) To suppose that /3a.1rno-µ.a 
/3atrT[(oµ.ai carries allusion to a " baptism of blood " is an 
anachronism suggested by the patristic notion that death by 
martyrdom was like baptism, in that it too brought remission 
of sins. This idea is found nowhere in the N.T. (7) Origen, 
even while struggling to relate Mk. 1039• 40 to a " baptism of 
blood," regards John's banishment to Patmos and James' 
execution by Herod as equally fulfilments of Christ's saying 
that they would drink His cup and be baptized with His 
baptism.2 (8) The plain meaning of Mk. 1039· 40 is that they 
should both endure tribulation and pain even as He was 
enduring it; and so it came to pass.3 

(m) JOHN THE APOSTLE AND JOHN THE PRESBYTER 

In the preceding section (n) of this chapter we have reached 
the conclusion that the evidence alleged in favour of the martyr
dom of John the apostle by Jews is worthless. We continue 
to follow the tradition of the second century, that he died in 

1 See Field, Hexapla, in loc. 2 Comm. in Matt. tom. xvi. 6. 
3 I have treated Mk. 1039• 40 more fully in J.T.S., Apr. 1927. 
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extreme old age at Ephesus, where he was buried. The first 
allusion to his long life is found in the Appendix to the Fourth 
Gospel (Jn. 21 21 -24), a passage which is harmonious with the 
earliest tradition. 

There is no doubt as to the belief of the second century, 
which was followed by all Christendom, that John the apostle 
was the author of the Fourth Gospel, at any rate in the sense 
that his apostolic witness was behind it. Papias, Iremeus, 
Clement of Alexandria, Origen, Hippolytus, Tertullian, and 
others are clear as to this, as we shall see ; and most of them 
ascribed to John the apostle the authorship of the Apocalypse 
and of the J ohannine Epistles as well. We shall examine in 
detail the evidence of Iremeus, Polycrates, and Papias, as much 
depends on the precise words which they use. We shall find 
ourselves compelled by Papias to recognise the existence of 
two Johns, both of whom lived at Ephesus at the end of the 
first century; although the literature of the second century, 
outside Papias, betrays no knowledge of that. 

The evidence of second-century writers cannot be inter
preted until we have apprehended the meanings which they 
attach to the words apostle, presbyter, disciple. Most of our 
evidence as to this terminology must come from Iremeus, as 
little is extant of the writings of Papias and Polycrates, while 
Justin has not much to tell about John. 

A. IRENJEUS 

The term " apostles " stands primarily for the Twelve, 
Paul also being an apostle (cf. Justin, Dial. 81, Iremeus, Har. 
iii. 13. 1, iv. 21. 1). As in Acts 122, 1 Cor. 91, the essential 
condition is that an "apostle" has " seen the Lord," and can 
therefore give his testimony at first hand. Clement of Alex
andria speaks of Barnabas as an d1ro<TT0Ao, (Strom. ii. 6), 
while in another place (Strom. ii. 20) he calls him ho<TToAtK<>,, 
as a companion of apostles. Tertullian distinguishes apostolici 
from apostoli in the same way (de Prascr. 32, adv. Marc. iv. 2). 

As in Acts 1s4· 22, the distinction between d1ro<TT0Aot and 
1rp£<T/3vHpot is clearly marked, the apostles being the original 
leaders, while the presbyters were those who carried on their 
work. Irenreus uses the term 1rp£<T/3vT£pot to designate those 
who, whether officially or unofficially, had succeeded to the 
position of leadership which the apostles held. Thus 
" quapropter eis qui in ecclesia sunt, presbyteris obaudire 
oportet, his qui successionem habent ab apostolis " (iv. 26. 2); 
oi 1rp£<T/3vTEpot TWV d1ro<TTOAWV 1w0717a{ (v. 5. 1); " presbyteri 
qui Ioannem discipulum domini uiderunt" (v. 33. 3); " dicunt 
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presbyteri apostolorum discipuli," etc. (v. 36. 2; cf. Demonstr. 
§ 3). Again, the term 1rpwf3vupo, is sometimes used by 
Irerneus of men of the third Christian generation: '' quemad
modum audiui a quodam presbytero, qui audierat ah his qui 
apostolos uiderant et ab his qui didicerant" (iv. 27. 1). That 
is to say, presbyters are either disciples of apostles, or disciples 
of thez"r disciples; they are the leaders of the Church in the 
second and third generations. There is no example, in the 
literature of the second century, of the equation 1rpw-f3vupoi = 
&.1r6uT0Aoi. 

The term " the Lord's disciples " is used sometimes, as it 
is still, in the widest sense. Those who leave all and follow 
Jesus are thus described by Irerneus (iv. 8. 3), while the phrase 
discipulz" Christi" is used more generally still (v. 22. 1). But 
the term is also applied in a stricter sense to those who were 
among the first disciples, a circle including, but wider than, 
that of the Twelve. Thus Irenreus in one place distinguishes 
the "apostles" from the "disciples of the Lord." Com
menting on Acts 424r. he says, avrni cf,wva, Tij, iKKAYJcr{a, ••• 
aVTat cJ>wval. Ttiw U.1rocrr6Awv, aDTat <J:,wval TWv µa0'Y}TWv -roV 
Kvp{ov (iii. 12. 5). Among the company present on that 
occasion were others besides the Twelve, and '' the disciples of 
the Lord" would have included those who were p,a0YJrn{ 
although not of the inner circle. Some of these early disciples, 
including some who had actually seen and heard Jesus in the 
flesh, may well have outlived the original apostles; and 
"Aristion and the presbyter John" are described by Papias 
as oi Tov Kvplov p,a0YJrn{, some of the apostles being described 
by him in the same way. To this passage from Papias we 
shall return presently (p. Iii). 

We must collect now what Irenreus says about John (as 
distinct from John the Baptist). The title "the disciple of 
the Lord " in the singular is applied by Irenreus to no one but 
John; and he speaks a dozen times of '' John the disciple of the 
Lord." E.g. this is the designation of the author of the Pro
logue to the Gospel (i. 8. 5, ii. 2. 5, iii. 11. 1. 3), as of the author 
of the Gospel itself (ii. 22. 3, iii. 16. 5), Jn. 2 23 and 2031 being 
quoted. Irenreus is explicit about this (iii. 1. 1): 'Iwavvri, o 
p,a0'1TTJ• TOV Kvplov o Ka< £7rl TO CTT~0o, avTOV ava1r£crwv, Kal 
avTo<; iU.8wKE TO Evayyi>..wv, iv 'Ecf,lcr'I.' ~- 'Acrla, 81aTp{{3wv. 
In this passage "John the disciple of the Lord" is he who 
" lay on His breast," and " gave out" the Gospel at Ephesus, 
the verb Ul8wKE being used rather than eypmf.,£.1 Irenreus 
also mentions John the disciple of the Lord as the author of 
Epp. I. and II. (i. 16. 3, iii. 16. 5); and as the seer of the 

1 See p. lix below. 
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Apocalypse, the vision being seen towards the end of 
Domitian's reign (iv. 30. 4, v. 26. 1, 30. 3). He cites Papias 
as his authority for a Chiliastic prophecy, introducing it in the 
words "the presbyters, who saw John the disciple of the Lord, 
relate that they had heard from him how the Lord used to 
teach concerning those times and to say," etc. (v. 33. 3); and 
adding at the end, ravra OE KQL Ila?Tla,, 'Iwavvov JLEV &.Kovur,j,, 
IT0AvKap1rov OE fra'ipo, yEyovw,, &.pxa'io, &.v~p, lyypacpw, lm11-aprvpEt 
KTA. (v. 33. 4). Thus the habit of Iremeus is to describe the 
Beloved Disciple as "John, the disciple of the Lord," as if he 
were pre-eminently entitled to that designation. He explicitly 
names him as the author of Gospel, First and Second Epistle, 
and Apocalypse. 

Finally, for Iremeus, John was an apostle. Having cited 
the language of the Prologue, which he ascribes to John, he 
notes: 6Tt OE OlJ 'll"Ept TWI' uv(vyiwv avrwv o &.miuroAo, Eip'rJKEV 
(i. 9. 2). Again, mentioning a tradition handed on by John 
the disciple of the Lord to " all the presbyters who had inter
course " with him in Asia, he adds that these presbyters had 
the tradition not only from John, but from other apostles 
(ii. 22. 5). So again: "the Church in Ephesus founded by 
Paul, John remaining with them until the times of Trajan, 
is a true witness of the tradition of the apostles " (iii. 3. 4). 
And, speaking of Polycarp's observance of Easter, Iremeus 
adds that Polycarp followed the custom of '' John the disciple 
of our Lord, and of other apostles with whom he had associated " 
(Eusebius, H.E. v. 24. 16), explaining in another place that 
John was one of those who had seen the Lord (Eus. H.E. 
v. 20. 6). 

We have already seen that apostle for Iremeus (as for other 
writers) means one of the Twelve, or some one of similar 
status, such as Paul. Hence to call John the disciple of the 
Lord an "apostle" means that he is to be identified with John 
the son of Zebedee. And Iremeus makes no attempt to dis
tinguish two Johns. He mentions the early preaching of Peter 
and John (iii. 12. 3, "Petrus cum Iohanne "), and describes 
it as the teaching of apostoli (iii. 12. 4). "The apostles whom 
the Lord made witnesses of every action and every doctrine " 
included '' Peter and James and John " who were everywhere 
present with Him (iii. 12. 15; cf. also iii. 21. 3). 

Irenleus became bishop of Lyons about 177 A.D., and his 
great work on Heresies was written about I So. He tells in his 
Letter to Florinus (Eus. H.E. v. 20) that when a boy he had 
often seen Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna (born about 70 A.D., 
martyred in 155), who had been a disciple of John, and who 
used to tell what he had heard from him and 0•her apostles 
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about our Lord. Irerneus was born about 130, and lived until 
201 or thereabouts, having left Asia Minor for Rome and 
the West not later than 155.1 It is difficult to suppose that he 
had misunderstood what Polycarp had been accustomed to 
tell about John, or that Polycarp could have been mistaken 
as to the career of John the apostle. Irerneus tells the story 
of John's horror of Cerinthus and his doctrine (iii. 3. 4) on 
Polycarp's authority, although he does not say that he got it 
dz"rectly from him. He alleges in another place (iii. 11. 1) that 
John's purpose in his Gospel (per euangelii annuntiationem), 
and especially in the Prologue, was to combat the heretical 
teaching of Cerinthus. · 

Irerneus, then, only knows of one John at Ephesus, whom 
he speaks of as John the Beloved Disciple and an apostle; he 
regards him as the author of the Gospel and the Apocalypse, 
as well as of Epp. I. II. 

R POLYCRATES 

We possess part of a letter written by Polycrates, bishop of 
Ephesus, to Pope Victor, about 190 A.D., on the subject of the 
observance of Easter. 2 Polycrates defends the Quartodeciman 
practice,3 not only as "in accordance with the Gospel," but 
because it was the tradition of the Church in Asia Minor. 
Accordingly, he begins by naming '' the great lights " (/J,Eya.>..a 
<TToixEia) of that Church, viz. Philip the apostle and his 
daughters,4 John, Polycarp, Thraseas, Sagaris, Papeirius, 

1 See, for details, Li psi us in Diet. Chr. Biogr., iii. 2 53 f. 
1 Cf. Eusebius (H.E. iii. 31, v. 24). 
3 Apparently the Asian Quartodecimans celebrated Easter on 

Nisan 14 (the day of the Jewish Passover), irrespective of the day of 
the week, while the Western Church had the celebration on the Sunday, 
irrespective of the day of the month. But the arguments by which 
the Quartodecimans supported their practice are not very clear. If 
it was because they celebrated, in particular, the Institution of the 
Eucharist, and held that this was at a Passover meal, of which Jesus 
partook, then they would seem to follow the Synoptic chronology 
(seep. cvi). If, however, the stress was laid on Jesus being Himself 
the true Paschal Lamb, they relied on the Fourth Gospel. But the 
probability is that what was intended by all Christians on Easter Day 
was to commemorate the Redemption of Christ generally, which 
included the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection alike. 
No conclusive argument for or against their reliance on the Fourth 
Gospel can be built on their practice as to the day of the month. See 
Stanton, The Gospels as Historical Documents, i. pp. 173-197, for an 
admirable account of the matter. 

• Polycrates has been thought to have confused Philip the apostle 
with Philip the evangelist, but of this there is neither evidence nor 
probability. 

d 
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and Melito as eminent persons whose example should command 
respect in the matter of Easter observance. 

Philip's memory was revered at Hierapolis, where he died 
(cf. Acts of Philip, §§ 107, 139). He is not called p,apTV,, nor 
is there any early tradition that he died by violence (cf. Clem. 
Alex. Strom. iv. 9). 

Polycarp of Smyrna, Thraseas of Eumenia, and Sagaris 
are briefly described in the same way, viz. t-rrluKorro,; Kat 
p,apTv,, the two first being buried at Smyrna and the last
nameal at Laodicea. On Papeirius the Blessed and Melito 
of Sardis we need not delay. Melito had written a book 
relating to Quartodecimanism. 

Polycrates, however, has something more to say of John, 
who is mentioned immediately after Philip: 1 'Iwavv'YJ" o lrrt 
TO <TT~0o,; TOV Kvplov avarr£<TWV, S, £"y£V~B'Y/ i£p£V', TO 7rETaA6v 7r£<pO• 
P£KW<;, Kal p,apTv<; Kal OtOauKaAo,· Of/TO', lv 'Ecf,<<T'f K£Ko{p,'YJTat. 
Like Iremeus (iii. I. 1), Polycrates describes John by quoting 
verbatim Jn. 1325, viz. ,ha7r£<Twv £'7r< T<> uT~Bo, [Tov 'I'Y/uov], thus 
identifying him with the Beloved Disciple. He, as bishop of 
Ephesus, is an even weightier authority than Iremeus, when he 
associates John's last years with that city. 

By Polycrates John is called p,apTv,. We have already 
examined and set aside the idea that John the apostle came 
to his death by martyrdom at the hands of the Jews in early 
days (p. xxxviii f.). But Polycrates cannot mean that John 
the apostle was p,apTV, in this sense, for, if that were so, he would 
have had no connexion with the Church of Ephesus, and he 
could not have been cited as one of the great lights of the 
Church in Asia Minor. And if it be suggested that Polycrates 
has here in mind some other John, it must be rejoined that no 
one with that name is known to the tradition of the first or 
second century (or even later) as having come to a violent end 
at Ephesus because of his Christian profession. 

Further, had Polycrates meant to describe the John to 
whom he refers as having ended his life by martyrdom, the 
fact that he was p,a.pTur; would have been mentioned last, after 
his career as llillauKaAo,; had been noted. In the cases of 
Polycarp and the rest, l7r{uK0'7ror; Kai p,apTV, is the description 
of their Christian course. They were bishops before they were 
martyrs, and to have written p,apTv<; Kal l1riuK07ro,; would have 
been both clumsy and ambiguous. 

It is clear, then, that p,apTvr; as applied to John of Ephesus 
by Polycrates must mean '' witness " or " confessor " rather 
than "martyr." We have already referred to the description 

1 Not as a less important person than Philip, but because he came 
to Asia Minor later than Philip. 
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of John in later literature as a '' martyr," the idea going back 
to Rev. 19 (see p. xliv). But the famous person to whom Poly
crates refers, viz. the Beloved Disciple, is specially noted in the 
Fourth Gospel for his p,aprop{a. " This is the disciple which 
beareth witness (p,aprnp{av) of these things . . . and we know 
that his witness is true" (Jn. 21 24). It was because of the 
value of his p,ap-rvp{a that the recollections of John were re
garded with such veneration, and were certified as authentic 
by the Ephesian Church when the Fourth Gospel was first 
published. He was the witness to whom solemn appeal is also 
made at Jn. 1935 (cf. 3 Jn. 12). To the Ephesian Church, 
where this Gospel was first put forth, John the Beloved Disciple, 
as the final authority for the facts which it records, was pre
eminently µap-rv, after a fashion that no other Ephesian 
Christian could ever be. 

Polycrates also calls John of Ephesus 8ioaO"KaAo,. This 
is a title which might fitly be used of any Christian teacher. 1 

But it is perhaps significant that the second-century Acts of 
John have preserved this title as applied to John the apostle.2 

In § 37 Andronicus is made to say of him, 01r6-rav b 8i8aO"KaAo, 
0eA'!J, -ro-r£ 1ropw0wµ.£v (cf. also§ 73). It does not appear that 
any other apostle is described in the apocryphal Acta, or else
where, as o 8i8aiTKaAo,, "the Teacher," par excellence.3 

Like Iremeus, Polycrates does not suggest that there were 
two eminent Christian leaders called John in Ephesus at the 
end of the first century. Had there been a second John of 
such wide reputation that his name and position were known 
and respected at Rome, we should have expected the bishop of 
Ephesus to include him also among the "great lights," whom 
he mentions in his letter to Pope Victor. It does not follow, 
however, that Polycrates had never heard of a second John. 
That might be true of Iren~us, but the traditions of the see of 
Ephesus could not have been unknown to its bishop. All that 
can be inferred from the language of Polycrates is that, if 
there were at Ephesus in the first century a John other than 
John the Beloved Disciple, he was not adduced as an authority 
on the Paschal controversy. 

An argument based on silence is generally precarious. 
In this instance, Polycrates does not mention at all the name of 
Claudius Apollinaris of Hierapolis, who took an active part 

1 Jiilicher (Introd. to N.T., p. 406) explains "Witness" and 
"Teacher" as allusive respectively to the Apocalypse and the Epistles. 

2 The fifth-century Acta Joannis, ascnbed to Prochorus, give the 
same title: i, o,ila,,-KaAos 71µ.wv (p. 164 ed. Zahn; cf. pp. 152, 159). 

3 For the statement of Polycrates that the Beloved Disciple wore 
the priestly frontlet, see Additional Note on Jn. r816• 
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at Laodicea in supporting the Quartodeciman practice, about 
the year 165, and wrote on the subject. It could not be argued 
that Polycrates did not know of him, although it is not clear 
why he does not name him as one of the " great lights " of 
Asia.1 Equally, we must not infer that he did not know of a 
second John, whose existence, as we shall see, Papias had 
mentioned (p. liii) half a century before. 

So, too, Polycrates does not speak (at least in the extant 
fragment) of John the Beloved Disciple as the actual writer 
of the Fourth Gospel. It is remarkable that Polycrates does 
not adduce as a notable honour to Asia Minor the fact that 
the Fourth Gospel was produced there ; but, again, no 
argument built on omissions of this kind can be conclusive. 
To the fact, however, we shall return presently. 

C. PAPIAS 

Papias, who was bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia, was born 
about A.D. 70, and died about 146, being thus of the generation 
preceding Iremeus. A fragment of his Aoy{wv KvpiaKwv 
l.trr11cm, tells of the sources from which he gathered in
formation as to Christian origins: '' I shall not hesitate to add 
whatever at any time I learnt well from the presbyters (1rap,'r. 
Twv 1rp£cr/3vripwv KaAw, Ep.a0ov). . . . If I met anywhere with 
any one who had been a follower of the presbyters, I used 
to inquire 2 what the presbyters had told (Toii, rwv 1rp£cr/3vripwv 
aveKpivov Aoyou,); (viz.) what Andrew or Peter said (El1r£v), 
or Philip or Tho/JlaS or James or John or Matthew, or any 
other of the Lord's disciples ; and also what Aristion and the 
presbyter John (o 1rp£u/3vupo, 'Iwavv17,), the Lord's disciples, say 
(Aiyovuw). For I did not expect to gain so much from books 
as from a living and abiding voice" 3 (Eus. H.E. iii. 39). 

(a) The opening sentence claims for Papias that he had had 
opportunity of learning directly from 1rp£cr/3vupo,, z".e. from 
followers of the apostles. Papias was hardly of an age to begin 
collecting information until the year 90 or 85 at earliest. The 
only apostle alive at that time was John, and Papias mz"ght, 
indeed, as a man of twenty, have heard him speak. Irenreus 
calls Papias 'Iwavvov a.Kovur~. (v. 33. 4), which means that 
Irenreus believed him to have been a hearer of John the apostle 

1 It is possible that Apollinaris was alive at the time of writing, 
and that Polycrates only cites the authority of those who had passed 
away. 

1 The Syriac translation (ed. Wright and M'Lean, 1898) has 
"Neither did I compare," which makes havoc of the sense. 

• It was probably from traditions of this kind that the story of 
the adulterous woman was derived. 



§ iii.] PAPIAS liii 

(see p. xlviii). But Papias does not say so, as Eusebius (H.E. 
iii. 39. 2) is careful to point out. 1rp£<r{3vr£pot in the opening 
sentence does not stand for o.1rocrr0Aot (and it never does so, see 
p. xlvii above), but for those who were followers of the apostles, 
Christians of the second generation. Such men as these 
Papias had naturally met and conversed with, although he was 
probably younger than they. 

(b) He proceeds to say that he had also seized every oppor
tunity of making inquiry of their followers (z".e. Christians of 
the third generation) as to anything they could report about 
the sayings of apostles, viz. Peter, John, and the rest. And (c) 
Papias had sought to find out what sayings were ascribed to two 
of the disciples of the Lord, still living at the time when he 
made his inquiries, viz. Aristion and the presbyter John. 
That is, Papias speaks of Aristion and the presbyter John 
as the last survivors of the presbyters who were successors 
of the apostles, being indeed themselves " disciples of the 
Lord." 1 Of the outer circle of the original p.a0YJral, some of 
the younger people must have survived the original Twelve. 
Themselves in time reckoned as presbyters, and being specially 
respected in the next generation as those who had seen Jesus 
in the flesh, some who were only boys at the Crucifixion, lived 
on as younger contemporaries of the apostles. There would 
be nothing surprising if one or two of these survived until 
Papias had reached full manhood, and were able to tell 
(although Papias only learnt from hearsay what they told) 
of the sayings of some of the Twelve,e.g. of John the apostle. 

Eusebius (iii. 39. 7) reports that " Papias says that he was 
himself a hearer of Aristion and the presbyter John." This 
does not appear from the passage cited, and Eusebius seems to 
have been uncertain about it, for he adds: "At least (yovv) he 
mentions them frequently by name, and gives their traditions 
in his writings" (cf. iii. 39. 7, 14). That is a different matter, 
and there is nothing to discredit it. Of the John who is men
tioned first by Papias, along with Peter and the rest, Eusebius 
says that Papias clearly identified him with the evangelist ; 
and he adds later in the chapter (iii. 39. 17) that Papias had 
" used testimonies " from the first Epistle of John. 2 

Eusebius is, in our view, right in holding that Papias dis
tinguished the apostle John from "the presbyter John." 

1 Bacon, The Fourth Gospel, p. 112, would emend o! roO Kvpiov 
µ,a8'f/Tal here to ol rofrrwv µ,a8'f/Tal. Larfeld (Die beiden J ohan. von 
Ephesus) would read ol rou 'Iwcivvov µ,aO,,,Tai. But the emendations 
are unnecessary when the general usage of the phrase "the disciples 
of the Lord "has been apprehended. See above, p. xlvii. 

2 See p. lxxii. 
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For the sayings of the first John, Papias apparently had to make 
inquiry at a time when John had passed away; but for the 
sayings of the second John he was able to inquire while John 
was yet alive. In both cases his informants were the followers 
of the presbyters who had succeeded the apostles. It is implied 
that the apostle John died before the presbyter John. Probably 
the former lived to a great age, as Irenreus implies (cf. p. xlviii) ; 
but that a yet younger disciple of Jesus, who may only have 
been a child during his Master's public ministry, outlived the 
aged apostle is in no way improbable. 

Another passage from the lh7y,;uw; of Papias, quoted by 
Eusebius (H.E. iii. 39. 15) begins with the words Kai rovro ci 
-rrpea-f3vupo, l>..eyc; KTA. Here the context in Eusebius shows 
that ci -rrpeaf3vTEpo, is none other than John the presbyter, some 
of whose traditions Papias had received. That is, the designa
tion o -rrpw-/3.:npv, is treated as sufficiently identifying John the 
presbyter, although his name is not given. To this we shall 
return (see p. !xiii). . 

We conclude that Papias knew of the presbyter John, as 
distinguished from his older namesake, the apostle J ohn.1 

D 

No writer for a hundred years after Papias seems to have 
supported the tradition that more than one John had to be 
reckoned with. Dionysius of Alexandria (250 A.D.) distin
guished two Johns, but he reached this conclusion on critical 
grounds, as a modern scholar would do. Observing that the 
style of the Apocalypse differs from that of the Gospel and 
Epistles, 2 he claimed the apostle John as the author only of 
the latter, while the other John (whom he does not call the 
1rpe<r/3vupo,) was held by him to be the seer of the Apocalypse.3 

In confirmation of this he says that he had heard of two monu
ments at Ephesus, each bearing the name of John. Eusebius 
takes up this idea from Dionysius, and mentions it 4 as corro
borating the existence of two Johns which he had noted in the 
work of Papias. 

It will be convenient at this point to summarise what is 
said about John by other writers before the time of Dionysius. 
For none of them is there a Johannine problem. 

Clement of Alexandria (fl. 190-200) does not mention a 

1 The distinction has often been challenged, e.g. by Zahn (Einleit., 
ii. 217f.), Salmon (Diet. Christ. Biogr., iii. 401), Chapman (John the 
Presbyter, p. 28£.), and Lawlor (Hermathena, 1922, p. 205 f.). 

2 Cf. p. !xv below. 3 Eusebius, H.E. vii. 2_= 
'll.E. iii. 39. 6. 
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second John. As to the son of Zebedee, he is unambiguous. 
The apostle John, "when on the tyrant's death he returned to 
Ephesus from the isle of Patmos, went away to the neighbouring 
districts to appoint bishops to set in order whole churches and 
to ordain" (Quis diues saluetur, § 42). As to the composition 
of the gospels, Eusebius preserves (H.E. vi. 14. 7) a tradition 
recorded by Clement : '' Last of all, John, perceiving that 
the external facts ( ra. uwp.and) had been made plain in the 
gospels, being urged by his friends and inspired by the Spirit, 
composed a spiritual gospel." This he cites (Pted. i. 6. 38) 
as the "Gospel according to John," and quotes as well the 
Apocalypse (Strom. vi. 13) and Epistle I. (Strom. iv. 16) as 
the work of John. 

Origen (fl. 210-250), who was Clement's pupil, says that 
John the Beloved Disciple wrote both Gospel and Apocalypse 
(Comm. 438, Eus. H.E. vi. 25. 9), and in another place ex
pressly ascribes the Apocalypse to John the son of Zebedee 
(Comm. 16). He notes (Eus. l.c.) that, while John wrote the 
first Epistle, it is not universally admitted that he wrote the 
second and third. He tells elsewhere that the emperor (prob
ably Domitian) banished John to Patmos.1 

The Gnostic Acta Iohannis (second century) in like manner 
speak of John as an apostle and the brother of James (§ 88), 
also as the Beloved Disciple (§ 89); these Act a tell of John's 
residence at Ephesus (§ 18), and use language which betrays 
knowledge of the Fourth Gospel (§§ 97, 98). 

In the West, the tradition is the same. On the Chair of 
Hippolytus (fl. 190-230) both the Gospel and Apocalypse are 
ascribed to John, whom Hippolytus describes (ed. Lagarde, 
p. 17) as at once o:1rournAo, KOL p.a&TJT~, TOV Kvpf.ov. 

Tertullian (c. 208) ascribes Gospel, the first Epistle, and the 
Apocalypse to the apostle John (adv. Marc. iii. 14, iv. 5, v. 16), 
and describes the churches of Asia (cf. Rev. 2, 3) as John's 
alumnas ecclesias. 

None of these writers mentions a second John, except 
Papias. 

(1v) THE MuRATORIAN FRAGMENT AND THE LATIN 

PREFACES ON THE AUTHORSHIP OF THE GOSPEL 

We have seen that, with the important exception of Papias, 
no Christian writer before 250 A.D. mentions the presbyter John 
as a person distinct from the apostle John; and also that the 
apostolic authorship of the Fourth Gospel and the Apoca
lypse was accepted without argument by Iremeus, Hippolytus, 

1 Comm. in Matt. tom. xvi 6. 
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Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, and Origen. The unanimity 
of these writers shows how deep-rooted was the early tradi
tion that the Fourth Gospel and the Apocalypse alike were 
the work of the apostle John. In the case of the Apocalypse 
this was afterwards challenged on the ground of style by 
Dionysius of Alexandria about the year 250 (see p. liv 
above). 

But we have now to reckon with the fact that the early 
traditions as to the way in which the Fourth Gospel was given 
to the Church do not suggest that it was written by the un
assisted pen of John the apostle, although he was reckoned 
(and, as we hold, correctly) to be its author in the sense that 
it rests upon his authority. These traditions must be examined. 

A 

The famous Muratorian Fragment 1 on the Canon of the 
N.T. is part of a book produced at Rome about the year 170, 
perhaps written by Hippolytus. The fragment is in Latin, 
but Lightfoot held that probably it had originally been written 
in Greek.2 It preserves a remarkable story about the com
position of the Fourth Gospel. John, ex discipulis, wrote 
the Fourth Gospel. At the instigation of his fellow-disciples 
and bishops to write, he bade them fast with him for three 
days, in order that they should relate to each other afterwards 
whatever revelation they had received. It was revealed to 
the apostle Andrew that, with the revision of all (recognoscenti
bus cunctis), John should describe all things in his own 
name. " . . . What wonder is it that John brings forward 
details with so much emphasis in his epistles ... ," 1 Jn. 1 1 

being then cited. '' For so he professes that he was not only 
a spectator (uisorem), but also a hearer (auditorem), and more
over a writer (scriptorem) of all the wonders of the Lord in 
order." Later on, the Fragment mentions among the canonical 
epistles two of John (superscripti.fohannis duas). The author 
also names the Apocalypses of John and Peter as received by 
him, although some were unwilling that they should be read 
in church. 

The circumstantial story about the composition of the 
Fourth Gospel cannot be historically exact. That the apostle 
Andrew (and apparently the other apostles as well) lived up 
to the time when the Gospel was produced is inconsistent with 
all the evidence on the subject. But that others besides the 

1 Printed in Routh, Reliq. Sacr., i. 394, in \Vestcott, Canon of N.T., 
p. 52 3, and elsewhere. 

2 Lightfoot. Clement, ii. 408. 
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apostle John were concerned in the publication of the Gospel 
at Ephesus is probable, and, as we shall see, is a tradition that 
appears elsewhere. The sentence, '' ut recognoscentibus 
cunctis Iohannes suo nomine cuncta describeret," does not 
give the whole credit of authorship to John, whose name, never
theless, the Gospel bore from the time of its issue. That John 
was not only uisor and auditor, but actually scriptor, might be 
taken to lay stress on his being the penman, as well as the 
witness, of what is narrated. But, as we have urged in the note 
on Jn. 21 24, ypai/Ja, in that passage does not necessarily mean 
more than " dictated to a scribe." 

B 

Mention must next be made of the well-known Latin 
Preface to the V ulgate text of J n. 1 Here tradition again re
produces the belief that Johannes euangelista unus ex disczpulis 
dei wrote the Gospel in Asia after the Apocalypse had been 
written in Patmos, and his death is thus described: " Hie est 
Johannes qui sciens superuenisse diem recessus sui, conuocatis 
discipulis suis in Epheso, per multa signorum experimenta 
promens Christum, descendens in defossum sepulturae locum 
facta oratione positus est ad patres suos, tarn extraneus a dolore 
mortis quam a corruptione carnis inuenitur alienus." This 
goes back to the second-century Acts of John, where it is told 
at greater length (§§ u1-u5). The legend that John's body 
did not taste corruption, but that the earth used to tremble over 
his grave as if he were breathing, is mentioned by Augustine 
(in Jn. 21) as held by some. 

In this Preface (and the corresponding prefaces to the 
Synoptic Gospels) Corssen 2 has found traces of Monarch
ianism. The phrase discipulus dez" for disdpulus domini 
is significant ; and special stress is laid on the virginity 
of John. The Preface, as originally written, implies that 
St. John's Gospel came next after St. Matthew's in the 
accepted order of the books ; i.e. that the order was Mt., Jn., 
Lk., Mk. 

Here, the expression " conuocatis discipulis suis in Epheso " 
is to be noted, for although this is not directly connected by the 
author with the composition of the Gospel, as is the similar 
phrase in the Muratorz'anum, both go back to some early 
tradition based on, or interpretative of, Jn. 21 24 . Corssen 
ascribes these Monarchian Prefaces to the first quarter of the 
third century. 

1 See \\"ordsworth-\Yhite, Nov. Test. Lat., p. 485. 
'See his essay in Texte und Untersuchungen, xvi. (1896). 
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C 

More important than the Monarchian Prefaces just men
tioned, is another Latin Preface to Jn., found in a tenth-century 
Bible at Toledo,1 which contains the following passage: 

" The apostle John, whom the Lord Jesus loved most, 
last of all wrote this Gospel, at the request of the bishops 
of Asia, against Cerinthus and other heretics, and specially 
against the new dogma of the Ebionites, who say that Christ 
did not exist before He was born of Mary." Another reason 
is added for the writing of the Gospel, viz., that the evangelist 
wished to supply information, lacking in the Synoptic Gospels, 
as to the·first two years of the public ministry of Jesus. 

This is found in substance in Jerome's de uirr. illustr. § 9, 
but the Codex Toletanus gives the earlier form. The phrase 
postulantibus Asz'ce episcopis recalls the Muratorian tradition. 

But the writer goes on: "This Gospel, it is manifest, was 
written after the Apocalypse, and was given to the churches in 
Asia by John while he was yet in the body (adhuc in corpore 
constituto); as Papias, bishop of Hierapolis, a disciple of John 
and dear to him, related in his Exoterica, at the end of the five 
books, 2 viz., he who wrote this Gospel at John's dictation 
(Johanne subdictante)." 

This paragraph is also found in a ninth-century Vatican 
codex.3 It was apparently translated from the Greek; e.g. 
adhuc in corpore constituto is a rendering of fri lv Tei> uw/.1-an 
Ka0£<nwTD,, as Lightfoot pointed out. That it goes back 
to an original of the third or fourth century is a reasonable 
inference. Burkitt holds that we have in the Toletan Preface 
the earliest known form of the tradition that the Fourth Gospel 
was dictated by the aged apostle to a disciple.4 

The idea that Papias was the disciple who wrote the Gospel 
at John's dictation must be rejected, although it is found at a 
much later date in a Greek Catena, in the form 'Iwaw,,, 
V7r'YJyopEV<J'€ TO d1ayyl.>..wv Ti;; f:aVTOV f.l,a07JTii ITa1r{'i(, 5 Corssen 
suggested that there is some confusion between Papias and 
Prochorus, as in the fifth-century Acta (quite distinct from 
the second-century Gnostic Acta). Prochorus, a disciple of 

1 See Wordsworth~White, l.c. p. 490, and cf. Burkitt, Two Lectures 
on the Gospels, p. 90 f. 

2 Jn Exotericis suis, id est in extremis quinque libris. Lightfoot 
(Supernal. Religion, p. 213) proposed to read exegeticis and externis, 
and a similar emendation is given by Corssen (exegeticis, extraneis), 
l.c. p. 114. 

"Quoted by Wordsworth-White, l.c. p. 491. 
• L.c. p. 94. 
1 Cf. Corssen, l.c. p. 116, and Burkitt, I.e. p. 68. 
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John, claims that John dictated 1 the Gospel to him at Patmos 
not long before his death at Ephesus, adding that fair parch
ment had to be obtained that a fair copy might be made (Eis 
Ka0apoypa<f,,av 'TOV o.yfov E'uayyEA,ov). 2 

No one accepts this as historical, whether it applies to 
Papias (see p. !viii) or Prochorus. But we note once more the 
widely current tradition that the Gospel was not written by 
John's own hand, but that it was dictated to a disciple. We 
have already seen that the Muratorianum has the curious 
clause that the Gospel was ultimately to be produced z'n the 
name of John (suo nomine), others apparently having had 
some share in its production. Further, the expression of the 
Toletan Preface that the Gospel datum est ecclesiis z'n Asia 
recalls the careful phrase of Irenreus, J,eSwKE To EvayyD,wv Ev 
'Erf,e<T'f, to which attention has already been drawn.3 The 
writer of the Preface, like Irenreus, was satisfied that the 
ultimate author of the Gospel was John the apostle, the Beloved 
Disciple; and he also, again like Irenreus, regards Papias as a 
hearer of John, while he exaggerates this by calling him a 
carus dz'scipulus (if indeed the text is not corrupt). The 
language of Irenreus as to John's authorship of the Gospel, 
while it is more definite than that of Polycrates, who will only 
say that John was the p.afYTv, behind it (p. 1), suggests 
something less than that John wrote it with his own hand, and 
is entirely consistent with the view that a disciple had a share 
in the writing of it out. The apostle John was ultimately 
responsible for it, i,iSwKE 'TO EvayyeAtov; but it may have been 
written by another's pen. 

This last conclusion is supported, so far, by direct state
ments of Christian tradition and by some phrases of Polycrates 
and Irenreus. But, as we have seen (p. Ii), there are traces 
in the Gospel itself of the writer as distinct from the person 
whose testimony is behind the narrative. Jn. 1935 and 21 24 

(see notes in loc.) clearly distinguish the writer from the witness. 
The language, in particular, of 1935 is emphatic as to this. The 
evangelist appeals to the testimony of an eye-witness, and he 
does not suggest at all that he himself saw the incident which 
he describes. We are, then, in a position to examine the 
Epistles and the Apocalypse with a view to determine, first, 
if they are all written by the same hand; and secondly, if there 
is any hint of the person whom Papias calls John the presbyter 
having a share in the authorship of any of these books. 

1 A frontispiece to Jn. in Cod. r (twelfth cent.) represents John 
dictating to Prochorus the Deacon. 

2 Zahn, Acta Ioannis, p. 154 f. 
3 Cf. p. xlvii. 
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(v) THE GOSPEL AND THE J OHANNINE EPISTLES WERE 

WRITTEN BY JOHN THE PRESBYTER 

A. THE FIRST EPISTLE 

The Church has been accustomed to describe I Jn. as a 
" general " or " catholic " epistle, its appeal being applicable 
to all Christians alike. It does not mention any individuals, 
nor does it allude to any historical incident, except the supreme 
event of the Incarnation. This epistle, however, seems to have 
been intended in the first instance for the edification of a group 
of Christians or of Churches, with whom the writer was 
associated so intimately that he could call them '' my little 
children." He speaks of himself as one who had been a 
personal witness of the life of Jesus (1 1• 2); and this, apart 
from his long Christian experience, gave him a claim to write 
with authority on the Christian life. He was one of those 
whom the next generation described as a µa07fTTI<; rov Kvp{ov. 

This Epistle is so closely allied with the Fourth Gospel, 
alike in its doctrine and its phraseology, that internal evidence 
confirms the traditional belief that it is written by the same 
hand that wrote the Gospel.1 

The two works proceed from the same theological environ
ment, and (omitting the narrative portions of the Gospel) 
deal with the same themes. The doctrines of Eternal Life, 
of the mutual indwelling of God and man, of Christian believers 
as the children of God, begotten with a spiritual begetting, 
of the Love of God and love of the brethren, of the Son of God 
as come in the flesh, are specially characteristic of both books. 
In both, Jesus is the " Saviour of the world" and the "Only 
begotten Son " of God. 

The opening sentences of I Jn. form a prologue to the 
Epistle, similar in several respects to the prologue to the 
Gospel. Thus we have in I Jn. 11 -3, 8 ~v cbr' &.px~,;, 8 
6.KYJK6ap,Ev, 8 lwpa.Kap,EV 7"0t<; ocf,0aAp,ot<; ~µwv, 8 E0muap,E0a Kat 
al XEtpE<; ~µwv El/;YJAO.<pYJ<Tav, 7rEpt TOV A6yov ~<; tw~<;-Kat ~ tw~ 
EcpavEpw0.,, KT/\..-cbrayyf./\./\.OftEV Kat vp.tv. o A6yo<; T~<; tw~<; 
is equivalent to " the Word who gives Life " or " the Word 
who has life in Himself" (see on 635 for parallel phrases). 
This is exactly the conception of o A6yo, set out in Jn. 14 

1 Holtzmann and Pfleiderer do not accept this. But the unity of 
authorship is upheld by the majority of critics, e.g. Julicher, Wrede, 
Harnack, E. A. Abbott, as well as by more conservative scholars. 
Dionysius of Alexandria was the first to argue the matter, and the 
reasons which he produced for the unity of authorship are still con
vincing (Eus. H.E. vii. 25). 
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(where see note). &,,r' &.pxr1, does not refer here to the beginning 
of the Incarnate Life or of the public ministry of Jesus (as at 
Jn. 1527, where see note), but to the eternal and prehistoric 
origins of that life (as at Jn. 844 ; cf. 1 Jn. 2 13· 14 J8). Here, again, 
we go back to £V &pxf, ~v O Aoyo, (Jn. 1 1). Wm<Fa.p.i0a is the 
verb used (Jn. 1 14) of actual bodily seeing, and lcpavipw0'1 is 
the right word for the manifestation on earth of the Life of the 
Word (see on Jn. 14). "That which was in being eternally, 
that which we have seen with our own eyes and touched with 
our own hands of the Word of Life, the Life which was made 
manifest in the flesh-that we declare to you." 1 

In this preface, the writer of the Epistle, while he· does not 
offer any personal witness as to the historical incidents of the 
ministry of Jesus, claims to have seen Him in the flesh, just 
as the writer of the Prologue to the Gospel does: Wm<Fa.p.i0a 
77/V 86tav avTov (114, where see note). The use of the first 
person plur. for testimony to the broad facts of Christian 
experience appears both in the Gospel (1 14 311, where see note) 
and in the Epistle (1 Jn. 414); while in the body of the Epistle, 
the personal relation of the writer to his correspondents is 
shown by the frequent use of" I," as contrasted with "you." 

The number of verbal coincidences between the Gospel and 
Epistle is very large. Lists have been printed by Holtzmann, 
and also by R. Law, 2 and need not be reproduced here. The 
similarity extends to grammar as well as to choice of words and 
of phrases; cf., e.g., the elliptic use of cl,\.;\' iva (Jn. 93, 1 Jn. 2 19), 

the emphatic use of ,ra, b with a· pres. part. (Jn. J16, 1 Jn. 
J4· 6- 10), the collective use of ,rav o (Jn. 637, 1 Jn. s4). £Ki'ivo, 
is used sometimes of Christ as the main subject of the sentence, 
as it is in the Gospel (see on 18). The constr. m<FTrunv ii, 
(see on 112), frequent in the Gospel, is found also in I Jn. 510- 13• 

There are, indeed, some differences, especially in the use of 
particles. otv, so frequently expressing historical transition 
in the Gospel (see on 1 22), does not appear in the Epistle, which 
is not a narrative. U, which is found 212 times in the Gospel, 
very often in dialogue, is only used 8 times in the Epistle. 3 

But, on the whole, the linguistic similarities are far more 
striking than the divergences. 

The Epistle probably is a little later in date than the Gospel, 
the characteristic doctrines of which reappear occasionally in 
a slightly modified form. In both books the spiritual presence 

1 For a trenchant criticism of Westcott's exegesis of I Jn. 1 1, see 
R. Law, The Tests of Life, pp. 43, 354. 

2 L.c. pp. 341 ff. See also Brooke, The Epp. of St. John (pp. ii ff.). 
3 Cf. Law, l.c. pp. 346 ff., for some divergences of style; and see 

Moffatt, Introd., p. 590 f. 
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of Christ with His people is taught, as in both Eternal Life is 
at once a present reality and a future hope.1 In both, again, 
judgment is a present fact, as well as a Kp[au; of the future, 
which was its significance for Judaism (cf. Jn. 528· 29). But 
the Epistle (417) lays more stress on the judgment of the future 
than the Gospel does; to the writer in his later work it seems 
as if Antichrist has come already (43), and that "the last hour" 
is at hand (218· 22). In the Gospel (cf. 143) as well as in the 
Epistle (228), the Parousia or Second Coming of the Lord is 
contemplated; but there is a difference of emphasis. 

In the Epistle, the controversies with Judaism, with which 
the narrative of the Gospel has much to do, have dropped out 
of sight; and Gnosticism, only hinted at in the earlier work, 
has come into full view as the most formidable opponent of the 
Christian religion ( 1 Jn. 4 2). The necessities of the case 
prompt a fuller (although not a deeper) treatment of sin and 
of the atoning and cleansing efficacy of the Passion of Christ 
than is found in the Gospel. Cf. 1 Jn. 18-22 J4-9 410 with Jn. 
1 29 824 168• It is implied, but not asserted, in the Gospel (1416) 

that Jesus is the first Paraclete, the Spirit being " another " 
whom He will send; but Jesus is explicitly described only in 
1 Jn. 2 1 as our Paraclete or Advocate with God. 

The doctrine of the mutual indwelling of God and man, 
again, appears in a slightly different form in the Gospel and 
in the Epistle. . In the Gospel the disciple abides in Christ, and 
Christ in him (656 154~; but in the Epistle he who has faith 
in Christ abides in God and God in him (415· 16). " The 
Gospel is Christocentric, the Epistle Theocentric." 2 In thr 
former Christ's own teaching about His Person is reproduced; 
in the latter its practical significance for the children of God is 
expounded. 

We have elsewhere 3 called attention to the verbal citation by 
Polycarp of I Jn. 42· 4 and to the statement of Eusebius that 
Papias "used testimonies from this Epistle." 4 The evidence 
of its acceptance by Irenieus; the Epistle to Diognetus, the 
Epistle of the Churches of Lyons and Vienne, and Clement of 
Alexandria, is as clear as is that for the Gospel. 

B. THE SECOND AND THIRD EPISTLES 

The two short letters, 2 Jn. and 3 Jn., which might each 
have covered a single sheet of papyrus, are private letters of 
exhortation; 3 Jn. being addressed to one Gaius, and 2 Jn. 
either to a Christian lady of position or to a particular Church. 

1 Seep. clx. 
3 P. lxxii. 

2 Cf. Law, l.c. p. 355. 
• P. liii. 
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Origen mentions that they were not accepted by all, and 
Eusebius says that some placed them among the &.vnAEyop,Eva 
or controverted books; but their occasional character may well 
have prevented them from being ranked as Canonical Scripture, 
in some quarters, when the idea of a Canon of the New Testa
ment was being anxiously examined. 

That they were written by the same hand that wrote the 
First Epistle has been often disputed, both in ancient and 
modern times. But the internal evidence which the three 
Epistles present of a common author is strong. Thus em
phasis is laid on &.A~0Eta (2 J n.1• 2, 3 Jn. 8· 12) and on "walking 
in the truth" (2 Jn.4, 3 Jn.3• 4); on &.ya.'71'7/ (2 Jn. 3, 3 Jn.'6), which 
is the love of the brethren, after the " new commandment " 
of Christ (2 Jn.5, 3 Jn.5); on" abiding" in the teaching of 
Christ (2 Jn. 9 ; cf. Jn. 831); on the joy of Christian disciples 
being fulfilled (2 Jn.12 ; cf. 1 Jn. 14); on the value of p,apTvp{a 
(3 J n.12); on the confessing that Jesus Christ came in the flesh, 
as opposed to the doctrine of Antichrist (2 Jn.7, 1 Jn. 42• 3); 

on sin forbidding the vision of God (3 Jn.11, 1 Jn. 36). These 
are all doctrines and precepts characteristically J ohannine. 

There are also in 2 and 3 Jn. turns of phrase which recall 
both Gospel and First Epistle. Cf. 2 Jn. 9 ®Eov ovK EXEL with 
I Jn. 512 0 EXWV TOV VlOV : 3 J n. 12 oToa, OTL ~ p,aprvp{a ~p,wv 
&.>..710~- £<TTL with Jn. 21 24 : 3 J n. 12 K«t ~P,Et', 13€ p,apropovp,Ev 
with Jn. 1527 Kat vp,£1., I>£ p,aprvpEtTE. Charles calls attention 
to the use of p,~ with the participle, which is found in Jn. (11 
times), 1 Jn. (8), 2 Jn. (2), 3 Jn. '(1), although never in the 
Apocalypse.1 

We hold that the cumulative evidence thus available from 
the style and diction of two short letters sufficiently proves that 
they are written by the same hand that wrote the Gospel and 
the First Epistle. 

We next observe that the writer of 2 and 3 Jn. describes 
himself to his correspondents as o '11'pEu{3vnpo,, as if that were 
a description of his personality which would identify him 
without question. He is the Presbyter, although there were, 
no doubt, many other presbyters in the Christian community. 
Now, as we have already pointed out, 7rpEu{3vnpo, is never 
used (for I Pet. 51 is not really an exception) of one of the 
Twelve. 2 And, further, 3 Jn. shows that a certain Diotrephes 
had actually repudiated the writer's authority. This would 
have been strange indeed if the writer had been recognised 

1 See Charles, Revelation, i. p. xxxiv, for other minute points of 
grammar which support the view that the Gospel and all three Epistles 
are from the same hand. 

2 See p. xlvii above. 
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as one of the original apostles. But the writer has a distinctive 
title; he is The Presbyter, o 7rpw·{3vr£po,, a title which is only 
found elsewhere in its use by Papias as descriptive of '' John 
the Presbyter, the disciple of the Lord." 1 We thus go back 
for the authorship of 2 and 3 Jn. to the conclusion which Jerome 
mentions 2 as held by some in his day, viz. that they were 
written by John the presbyter. 

C. GENERAL CONCLUSION AS TO AUTHORSHIP OF 
THE GOSPEL AND THE EPISTLES 

The author of 2 and 3 Jn. is also the author of I Jn. ; and 
we have already observed that this longer Epistle was written 
by one who claims to have been in the company of Jesus when 
on earth, i.e. that he heard and saw and touched Him.3 This 
corroborates our identification of " the Presbyter" of 2, 3 Jn. 
with John the presbyter, who was a disciple of Jesus-that is, 
who belonged to the outer circles of disciples although not 
one of the Twelve.4 

Hence we conclude that, since as to style and diction and 
theological standpoint, the Gospel is not to be distinguished 
from the First Epistle, John the presbyter was the writer and 
editor of the Fourth Gospel, although he derived his narrative 
material from John the son of Zebedee. 5 John the presbyter, 
in short, is the evangelist, as distinct from John the apostle, 
who was the witness to whose testimony the evangelist appeals 
(1935 21 24). To the mind of the early Church at Ephesus, it 
was the evidence for the words and deeds of Jesus' life and 
death that was the important matter; and for this they had the 
testimony of the last of the apostles. The language of Poly
crates 6 and of Iren::eus, 7 not to speak of the widespread tradi
tion that the Gospel was not written by the apostle's own hand, 
but was dictated to a disciple, is consonant with the conclusion 
that has emerged from an examination of the style of the several 
J ohannine books. 

(vr) THE APOCALYPSE IS NOT BY JOHN THE PRESBYTER, 

BUT PROBABLY BY JOHN THE APOSTLE 

An examination of the style and diction of the Fourth 
Gospel shows that it is not from the same hand that wrote the 

1 See p. Iii above. 2 De uirr. ill. 9. • P. Ix. • P. xlvii. 
• This is, substantially, the view of Harnack : " That in some way, 

John, the son of Zebedee, is behind the Fourth Gospel must be ad
mitted, and hence our Gospel is to be considered as a Gospel of John 
the presbyter, according to John the son of Zebedee" (Chronol., i. 677). 

• P. I 7 P. xlvii. 
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Apocalypse, while it markedly resembles in these respects 
the Johannine Epistles, and especially the First Epistle. 

The vocabulary of Jn. is small. In the J ohannine writings 
only 990 words are used altogether, and in the Gospel only 919. 
The Apocalyptist has an even scantier vocabulary of 866 
words. Only 441 words are common to both writers; £.e. 
Jn. has 545 words not used by the Apocalyptist, while the 
Apocalyptist .has 42 5 not used by Jn. 

Among Jn.'s 990 words, there are 84 exclusively Johannine, 
z·.e. not occurring elsewhere in the N.T.; 74 of these are found 
in the Gospel only, viz. : 

dyyeAAELv, aAuvuv, dAAaxo0Ev, dA071, dvOparnI, dvTAEtv, d.VTA7//J.O-, 
Q1rOCTVvaywyo,, apx_iTptKAtvo,, {3afov, (3,f3pwCTKEt1', YEVET'IJ, yl.pwv, 
yAWCTCTOKOJJ,OV, OaKpvw,, ow(wvvvva,, iyK11{v,a, £KVEVELV, tAtyp,a, 
l11-1ropwv, i11-cf,vCTav, etv1rv,(ELv, l.1rdpaTo,, £7rEvOvr71,, £7rtxp{EtV, ~Ao,, 
OEOCTE/3'17,, 0'17K7/, Op'-11-11-a, KEtp{ai, KEpp,a, KEP/J-UTLCTT'Y/>, K7l1r0Vpo,, 
KA~/J-", KOl/J-7/CTt<;, K0Av11-f3'Y/0pa, KDJ1,lpOTEpov, Kp{fJivo,, i\lvnov, Afrpa, 
Aoyx11, JJ,ECTOVV, J1,ETP7/T'IJ>, /J-OV'IJ, VVTTEII', o(nv, ovapwv, oipapwv, 
7rEVfJEpo,, 7rEptoliCT0a,, 1rfrpo,, 1ro,Epov, 1rpo/3aTLK'l7, 1rpo/3anov, 
1rpoCTafr71,, 1rpOCTKVV7/T'IJ>, 1rpoCTcpaywv, 1rT£pva, 1rTVCT/J-a, pl.uv, CTKEAo,, 
CTK7/V011"7/y{a, CTVYXP~CT0a,, CTVVELCT£PXECT0ai, TETapTato<;, TETpap,71vos, 
TLTAo<;, vop{a, vcf,avTo,, cf,avo,, cf,payi>,i\wv, xd,wppo,, xoAav, I/Jw11-{ov.1 

The subject-matter of the Apocalypse naturally calls for a 
vocabulary distinct from that of either the Gospel or the 
Epistles; and reasons may be found for some obvious differ
ences. Thus the Apocalyse treats m.uch of sorrow and warfare, 
and accordingly it has 1raCTxnv, 1roAEp,o,, 1rl.vfJo,, vrro11-o~, which 
Jn. does not use; on the other hand, Jn. has l.Arr{,, xapa, which 
are not mentioned in Apoc. Again, the word£ E1Kwv, /J-VCTT'IJpwv, 
vov,, CTLY'Y/, CTocf,{a, which the Apoc. uses, are studiously avoided 
by Jn., probably because of their place in Gnostic doctrine, 
and the same may be said of his avoidance of the mystical 
numbers seven 2 and ten, both of which appear in the Apoc. 
Perhaps Jn. avoids 1r{CTn, (only in I Jn. 54, four times in Apoc.) 
for a similar reason, while he uses 1rtCTTEvELv a hundred times 
(see on 17). yvwCTt, is used by neither author. 

Other divergences, however, are not susceptible of such 
an explanation. The variety of use of aA170'IJ,, aA7101v6,, is 
puzzling (see on 19). Jn. never uses &1roCTToil.o, of the Twelve 
(but see on 1J16), while the Apoc. never uses Jn.'s favourite title 
p,a071T'IJ, (see on 2 2). So, too, Jn. avoids 1rpECT/3vTEpo, (except 

1 The words cl.yy,Xla, cl.VTlxp«no<, e1rdilx«dJa1, P,acrµ,6<, vlK?/, </;,Xorrpw
TEVELv, </;Xvap<'iv, xapT?/<. xpicrµ,a are only fonnd in the Johannine Epistles. 
cl.v/JpwrroKT6vo< is found both in Gospel and r Ep., but nowhere else in 
the N.T. 

2 See p. lxxxix. 
e 
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2 Jn.1, 3 Jn.1), while the Apoc. has it a dozen times. Svvaµ,,, 
0atµa, l<Txv,, Kparn<;, used in the Apoc., do not appear in 
Jn., although we might have expected to find them in his 
report of the Gospel miracles. The Apoc. has apvlov (for 
Christ), µviJµa, 1reTpa, cpov,v,, tf!wo~,, while Jn. uses the 
synonyms aµv6,, 1'-V'Y/1'-flOV, 1rfrpo,, av0pw7rOKTOVO,, lp£VCTT'f/<;. 
Where the Apocalyptist writes 'I,povCTaA~µ, Jn. has 'l£pou6Avµa 
(see on 1 19). 

With the use of prepositions, adverbs, and connecting 
particles, Jn. is more at home than is the Apocalyptist. None 
of the following appears in Apoc.: v1rlp (16 times in Jn.), 
a.VT{ (1), <TVV (3), 1rpo (9); ~b'f/ (18), evv (30), Ka0w<; (45), µIv (8). 
<.1r/, on the contrary, is four times as frequent in Apoc. as in 
Jn. To these may be added &.Ua (120 Jn., 13 Apoc.), yap 
(70 Jn., 17 Apoc.), and Jn.'s favourite oiv (see on 1 22 ; in 
the Apoc. it occurs only 6 times and always as illative). On 
the other hand, the prep. lvw1r1ov with the gen. is only used 
thrice by Jn.; but 34 times by the Apocalyptist, where it is 
probably due to Semitic influence. The instrumental use of 
lv in the Apoc. is found 33 times, although hardly at all in 
Jn. (see however, on 1335). 

The proper names •1,,,uovs and 'Iwa.11,,,, are always anar
throus in Apoc.; whereas the usage is different in Jn. (see on 
1 29- 50). The Apoc. never uses the possessive pronouns YJ1'-€TEpo, 
(twice in Jn.), vµh,po, (3), u6, (6), ibw, (15), while iµ.6,, which 
is used by Jn. forty times, appears only in Rev. 2 20• 

More remarkable than any differences in diction are the 
differences in the constructions used by Jn. and the Apocalyptist. 
The grammar of the Apocalypse has been thoroughly studied 
by Charles, who brings out its Hebraic character.1 Its Greek 
is unique in its solecisms, and points to a certain awkwardness 
in using the Greek language on the part of its author, who 
thinks in Hebrew or Aramaic throughout. The Greek of the 
Apocalypse has none of the_ idiomatic subtleties which meet 
us in the Fourth Gospel 2 (see, e.g., note on 38). 

It was held by some critics in the nineteenth century that 
the Apocalypse was written in the time of Nero; and thus a 
period of perhaps twenty years intervened between it and the 
issue of the Fourth Gospel. Here, it was supposed, we may 
find time for a fuller mastery of Greek style being acquired by 
the author of the Apocalypse, before he wrote the Gospel. 
However, the N eronic date of the Apocalypse is now abandoned 
by most scholars, who have reverted to the traditional date in 

1 See Charles. Revelation, i. pp. cxvii-clix. 
2 For the argument of Dionysius of Alexandria as to difference of 

style. cf. Euseb. H.E. vii. 25, and seep. lvi. 
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the reign of Domitian; so that we cannot reckon on any long 
interval between the issue of the two books.1 The differences 
between the Greek of Gospel and Revelation are so marked 
that we cannot account for them by the assumption that the 
common author altered his style so fundamentally in a short 
period. 

Reference must here be made to Dr. Burney's theory that 
the Fourth Gospel was of Aramaic origin, and that its Greek 
is only translation-Greek, betraying its Aramaic base at every 
point. 2 Despite the established facts that behind the Fourth 
Gospel there was a Jewish mind, and that an undertone of 
Semitic ways of thought and speech may be discerned in its 
language (see further, p. lxxxi), Burney's view has not been 
generally accepted by scholars. Many passages that have been 
cited by him and others as Aramaic in form are quite defensible 
as Greek; see, e.g., on 329 721 856 1012• See also the notes on 
1 10• 50 738 1029 1240• Classical parallels can be produced 3 

for the diction in 47 825 921• 36 1423 168• 27 172 196 2019 (see notes 
in loc.), which show that Jn'.s Greek in these places is not the 
Greek of a mere translator. At 334 1011• 24 it is true that a 
precise Greek parallel cannot be cited, but even at these points 
an Aramaic origin is not suggested, nor can Jn.'s Greek be 
challenged. Another difficulty in the way of accepting Burney's 
theory is the identity of style between the Gospel and the First 
Epistle. The latter is, admittedly, an original Greek letter, 
and its author is not to be distinguished from the writer of the 
Fourth Gospel (see p. lxi). · 

To return to the Apocalypse. There are, indeed, some 
similarities in language as in thought with the Gospel. 

Both authors, e.g., quote Zech. 1210 with •~£KeVT'Y/<Tav, which 
is not the LXX rendering (see on Jn. 1937). But this only 
proves the common use of a prevalent translation of the 
Masoretic text. oi'nv£c; ,tuivT'Y/<Tav in Rev. 17 does not refer to 
the pierdng of the Lord's side, which is mentioned only by Jn., 
but to those who crucified Him. The phrase T'Y/p£tv rov ,\oyov 
or T'Y/pitv rac; ivro,\ac; is frequent both in Jn. and in Apoc. 
(cf. Rev. 38• 10 227• 9 127 1412, and see on Jn. 851 1415). 

1 Hort, who was a supporter of the Neronic date, acknowledged 
that without a considerable interval of time between the two books, 
identity of authorship cannot be maintained (Apocalypse of St. John, 
p. xl). 

2 The Aramaic Origi'n of the Fourth Gospel, by C. F. Burney (1922). 
He ascribes both Gospel and Apocalypse to John the presbyter (see 
pp. 149-152). 

3 Lightfoot, who urges the Aramaic flavour of the Greek, goes so 
far as to say that there are "no classicisms" in Jn. (Biblical Essays. 
p. 1 35)-
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Cf. also o 8uywv lpxl<J"0w (Rev. 2217) with Jn. 737, where see 
note. The verb vLKav, "to overcome," is applied to Christ 
both in Jn. and in Apoc., but nowhere else in the N.T. (see 
on Jn. 1633). Both writers express the same idea when they 
speak of Christ as O ,iµ,vo, TOV 0wv (Jn. 1 29), or TO apvlov (Rev. 
56 passim). The phrase •-yw elp,i introducing great utterances 
of Christ is also used, in both Apoc. and the Fourth Gospel, 
in the same way.1 

A part from verbal correspondences of this kind, the 
Christology of Apoc. has marked resemblances to that of the 
Fourth Gospel. That Christ is Judge (Rev. 616), that He was 
pre-existent (Rev. 117 314), and that He had divine knowledge of 
men's hearts and thoughts (Rev. 2 23) are thoughts familiar to 
Jn. And that the abiding of God with man is a permanent 
issue of Christ's work is a specially Johannine dogma (cf. 
Rev. 320 21 3 with Jn. 1423). The application of the mysterious 
title "the Word of God" to Christ in Rev. 1913 prepares 
the reader for the mG>re explicit Logos doctrine of the Prologue 
to the Gospel. 2 

These similarities 3 cannot outweigh the differences which 
compel us to recognise that the Gospel and the Apocalypse 
proceed from different hands; but they point to some contact 
between the two writers. The simplest explanation is that 
the writer of the Fourth Gospel had sat at the feet of the 
Apocalyptist as a disciple. If the Apocalypist was John the 
son of Zebedee (a view which seems to the present writer 
to be reasonable 4), then from a new angle we reach the con
clusion that John the son of Zebedee is the " witness " behind 
the Fourth Gospel, which was, however, written by a younger 
disciple of Christ. 

(vu) SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT AS TO AUTHORSHIP 

1. John the apostle was .the Beloved Disciple (p. xxxvii). 
He did not suffer a martyr's death (p. xxxviii f.), but lived to 
extreme old age in Ephesus (p. xlviii). 

2. The tradition that John the apostle was himself the 
actual writer of both Gospel and Apocalypse must be rejected 

1 See p. cxviii. 2 P. cxlii. 
3 See Charles, Revelation, vol. i. p. xxxii, for other resemblances. 
4 This is too large a question to be argued here. Charles holds 

that John the seer is a personage distinct not only from John the 
presbyter but also from John the apostle, and his careful study of the 
authorship of the Apocalypse challenges scrutiny. But much of his 
argument depends on the hypothesis that John the apostle was put 
to death by the Jews at an early date. This I am unable to accept 
for the reasons set out above (pp. xxxviii-xlv). 
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because of the far-reaching difference of style between the two 
books (p. lxv). 

3. The theory that John the apostle was the sole author 
of the Gospel is not established by its general recognition 
(p. lix) in the second and following centuries as " the Gospel 
according to St. John." That may unhesitatingly be accepted, 
in the sense that John was behind it, and that it represents 
faithfully .his picture of Jesus Christ, and reproduces His teach
ing. It was this that the early Church deemed to be of im
portance, and not any literary problem as to the method by 
which the reminiscences of John the apostle came to be re
corded. The reason why the Second Gospel was regarded 
as authoritative was because it reproduced the witness of Peter, 
and not because it was known to have been compiled by Mark. 
The ground of its authority was belief in its apostolic origin, as 
Papias tells us.1 This it was which was claimed for the Fourth 
Gospel by the elders of the Church at Ephesus (21 24), where, 
as Irenreus says (p. xlvii), it was first published, and this it was 
which gave it authority. There could be no higher testimony 
than that of John the Beloved Disciple. But that he wrote 
it with his own hand is not asserted by the second-century 
Fathers; and the only traditions that remain as t.o the manner 
of its composition (pp. lvi ff.) reveal that John was not regarded 
as the sole author by those who accepted his Gospel as 
canonical. 

4. Further, the internal evidence of the Gospel indicates 
that the writer was a distinct person from the " witness " to 
whom he appeals. The certificate of authentication in 21 24 

is written by the same person who wrote the Gospel as a whole, 
for the style is identical with the style of Jn. throughout. No 
doubt it is the certificate not of the evangelist avowedly, but 
of the elders of the Church; nevertheless it is written for them 
by hi"m, and the writer is distinct from the Beloved Disciple 
whose witness is certified as true. And the language of i935 

(where see note) is even more conclusive, as distinguishing 
between the evangelist and his authority. 

5. We shall see that the evangelist not only sometimes 
corrects the statements of the Synoptists (p. xcvii f.), but that 
he occasionally adopts the actual words used by Mk. and Lk. 
(p. xcvi f.). Now that he ventures to correct anything told in 
the earlier Gospels, shows that he is relying on an authority 
that cannot be gainsaid. Jn. depends on the Beloved Disciple, 
and is careful to reproduce his corrections of the current 
evangelical tradition. On the other hand, he is thoroughly 
familiar with the phrases in which Mk. and Lk. embody that 

1 See Eusebius, H.E. iii. 39. 15. 
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tradition, and he does not scruple on occasion to make them 
his own. This is quite natural on the part of one who is telling 
a story as to the details of which he has not personal know
ledge, although Jn. was, in a sense, µ,a0YJT~, Tov Kvp{ov (p. Iii). 
He follows his authorities verbally, for such was the literary 
habit of the time. But it is improbable that the aged apostle, 
John the son of Zebedee, would have fallen back on the words 
of others when he could have used words of his own. This is 
specially improbable when we remember that John was not 
slow to correct when necessary what Mk. and Lk. had recorded. 
An examination of the relation to the Synoptics of the Fourth 
Gospel thus reveals the presence of two persons concerned 
in the production of the latter, viz. the apostle who was an 
original authority, and the evangelist who put the reminiscences 
of his teacher into shape.1 

6. The actual writer (as distinct from the " witness ") 
of the Fourth Gospel is also the writer of the Johannine Epistles. 
This is not only shown by identity of style (p. lxii f.), but is 
confirmed by Church tradition. · 

7. The name of the writer cannot be given with as complete 
confidence. But, if the writer, like the Beloved Disciple, had 
the name " John," a very common name among Jews, we 
may find here a plausible explanation for some confusion of 
him in later times with his greater namesake. There is, indeed, 
no likelihood that Iremeus associates any John except John 
the apostle with the Fourth Gospel (p. xlix); or that the Chris
tian writers of the second and third centuries had any special 
curiosity as to the name of the writer ' who compiled the 
Gospel on the apostle's authority (p. lxiv). But the fact 
that master and disciple had the same name might readily 
lead to a forgetfulness of the distinct personality of the lesser 
man. 

8. The Second and Third Epistles attributed to "John" 
claim to be written by one who calls himself o 7rpm/3vupo, 
(p. lxiii), which at once suggests John the presbyter of whom 
Papias tells us (p. Iii). 

9. The writer of Epp. II. III. was, however, also the 
author of Ep. I. and of the Fourth Gospel (p. lxiii) ; and 
thus we reach the final inference that the Fourth Gospel was 
written by John the presbyter from the reminiscences and the 
teaching of John the apostle (p. lxiv). 

No claim can be made for absolute certainty in the solution 
of so intricate a problem as the authorship of the " Gospel 
according to St. John." There are many links in the chain of 

1 For a criticism of this argument, first developed by Weizsacker, 
see Drummond, Character and Authorship, etc., p. 398. 
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argument, and each must be tested separately. In this short 
summary an attempt has been made to bring out the main 
points at issue, which have been examined in detail in the 
preceding sections. 

(vm) EARLY CITATIONS OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL 

The date of the Epistle of Barnabas is uncertain. Lightfoot 
tentatively placed it between 70 and 79 A.D. In any case it is 
of too early a date to make it possible for Barnabas to have 
quoted the Johannine writings. In the notes on 2 19 314 651 

we have suggested, however, that Barnabas may · refer to 
sayings of Jesus which were traditionally handed down, and 
which were afterwards definitely ascribed to Him in the Fourth 
Gospel. For other phrases of Barnabas which elucidate in 
some slight degree passages in Jn., see on 812 1632 1923, 28 21 18, 10. 

Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, suffered martyrdom between 
the years 110 and 118. His Epistles to the churches of Asia 
Minor and of Rome are deeply impressed with the doctrine 
of Jesus Christ as having come in the flesh (as opposed to the 
prevalent Docetism) which is characteristic of the Fourth 
Gospel (and the first Epistle), and also with the Pauline con
ception of the redemptive efficacy of the Passion. The idea 
of canonical books of the N.T., as distinct from the O.T., 
had not been formulated or accepted by the Church at the early 
date when Ignatius wrote; and he never quotes directly or 
avowedly from the Gospels or the Apostolic Epistles.1 He 
moved in the circles where the Johannine presentation of 
Christianity first found explicit expression; and this may 
account, in part, for the remarkable likeness of his thought 
and religious diction to the writings of Jn. It does not follow 
that in the Ignatian Epistles there is any conscious literary 
obligation to the Fourth Gospel, although this is possible. 
But it is in accordance with all probabilities, that Ignatius 
had read this famous book which had been produced with the 
imprimatur of the Church at Ephesus a quarter of a century 
before he wrote to the Christians of that place. He uses several 
Johannine phrases after a fashion which is difficult to explain 
if they are no more than reflexions of current Christian teaching. 
See, e.g., the notes on Jn. 118 J8 413 519 627. a2. 53 738 320 107, 9. ao 
123, 31 1 33. 20 158• 19 17 21 2020, where the Ignatian parallels 
are cited. 2 

In the Antiochene Acts of Martyrdom (end of fourth 
1 Cf. Lightfoot, Ignatius, i. 403. 
2 Cf. Burney, Aramaic Origin, pp. 153 ff.; Drummond, Fourth 

Gospel, p. 259; and for other references, Moffatt, Introd., p. 578 f. 
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century), Ignatius is styled o -rov ,brorr-r,,,\ov 'Iw,ivvov µu.0qr,;,, 
but there is no early evidence for this. 1 In his letter to the 
Ephesians, Ignatius does not mention John, although (§ 1 2) he 
bids them be IIav,\ov <rvµµv<Trn, rov µ£µaprvp'YJµl.vov. But it must 
be borne in mind that Ignatius was on his way to Rome, 
to suffer martyrdom as Paul had suffered, and this gives special 
point to his mention of Paul. He could not have cited John in 
this context, for John died a peaceful death at Ephesus and 
was not a martyr. In another place (§ n) he recalls the fact 
that the Ephesians were ever of one mind with the apostles, 
i.e. not only Paul the founder of their Church, but other 
apostles as well; and this is most simply explained as carrying 
an allusion to John. Indeed, that a bishop who had visited 
the churches of Ephesus, Magnesia, Tralles, Philadelphia, and 
Smyrna (as well as Polycarp himself) was not familiar with the 
activities of the great John of Asia, is highly improbable. 

Ignatius does not name John, nor does he mention his 
writings; but his circumstances could not have left him ignorant 
of the personality of the man, while the phraseology of the 
Ignatian Epistles betrays acquaintance with the teaching, and 
probably with the text, of the Fourth Gospel. 

Polycarp of Smyrna (born about 70 A.D. and died a martyr's 
death in 155 or 156) 2 was a disciple of John (seep. xlviii). There 
is no chronological difficulty in this. If, as is possible, John 
lived until 100 A.D., although 95 is more probable, then Polycarp 
would have been thirty years old at the time of his death; he 
may indeed have been appointed bishop by John, as Tertullian 
states (de Prcescr. 32). There is no reason to doubt that he 
had some intercourse in his young days with the old apostle. 
In his Epistle to the Philippians (§ 7) 1 Jn. 42•4 is quoted almost 
verbatim, I), &v µ~ oµo,\oyiJ 'Il')<TOVV Xpl<TTOV EV <FapKl EA'YJAv01.va, 
&.v-r{xpi<r-r6, l<rriv. There is no certain reminiscence of the 
Fourth Gospel, although Lightfoot compares Jn. 1516 with§ 12. 

A Christian Apocalypse, called The Rest of the Words of 
Baruch, contains a clear reference to Jn. 19 (see note in loc.). 
If Rendel Harris is right in dating this Apocalypse about the 
year 136 A.D., we have here one of the earliest of all extant 
citations of the Fourth Gospel. 

We have already examined (p. liv) the relation of Papias 
(d. 146 A.D.) to John the presbyter and John the apostle; but 
it should be noted here that Eusebius tells that Papias quoted 
the First Johannine Epistle (H.E. III. xxxix. 17), and his 
recognition of this as authoritative involves also the recogni
tion of the Gospel. 

1 See Lightfoot, Ignatius, ii. 477. 
2 See, for these dates, Lightfoot, Ignatius, i. pp. 647 ff. 
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Baszlides, a Gnostic teacher of Alexandria, flourished in 
the reign of Hadrian (i.e. u7-138 A.D.; cf. Clem. Alex. 
Strom. vii. 17). In an abstract of a work by Basilides, found 
in Hippolytus (Ref. vii. 22), the words of Jn. 19 are quoted 
verbally. " This, says he, is what is called in the Gospels 
~v 'TO cf,wc; 'TO a.A'Y)0tvov 3 <pW'Tl'H 1TlLV'Ta av0pw1rov EPXDP,£VOV d, 'TOV 
KD<Tp,ov." There is a later reference to Jn. 24 (Ref. vii. 27). 
If Hippolytus is quoting here the work of Basilides himself,1 
as distinct from books written by members of his school, 
the citation of 19 seems to prove not only Basilides' use of Jn., 
but his acceptance of it as among " the Gospels " generally 
recognised. This may be a too bold inference, but the atten
tion paid to the Fourth Gospel by Gnostic teachers of the middle 
of the second century shows that at an early date, certainly 
before 150 A.D., it was reckoned by them to be a Christian 
book of special significance. 

The earliest commentary upon the Fourth Gospel, of which 
we have any considerable remains, was that of the Gnostic 
Heracleon, who wrote towards the end of the second century. 2 

His endeavour was to find support for the doctrinal system of 
Valentinus, as he understood it, in the Fourth Gospel, which 
he regarded as authoritative Scripture. In his extant frag
ments the name of the author of the Gospel does not expressly 
appear; but it is implied in the comment of Heracleon on 
Jn. 118, which he says proceeds not from the Baptist but from 
the Disciple (ouK 0.7!"0 'TOV /3a1TTUJ"'TOV a.AA' 0.1TO 'TOV p,a071rnv).8 This 
is plainly meant to distinguish words· of John the Baptist from 
that of the Disciple who had the same name. 

Moreover, the Fourth Gospel was accepted and used by 
some, at least, of the Valentinian heretics against whom 
Iremeus directed his polemic (Heer. iii. 11. 7). It is even 
probable that Valentinus himself recognised its authority, 
as i:; indicated by Tertullian when he contrasts Valentinus with 
Marcion, as one who did not, like Marcion, mutilate the Gospels, 
but used the " entire instrument." 4 The acceptance of the 
Fourth Gospel by many Gnostics as weU as Catholics creates 
a strong presumption that it had been given to the public as 
an authoritative work at a time before controversy had arisen 
between Christian heretic and Christian orthodox. And this 
pushes the date back to a period before the time of Basilides. 

1 This was held by Lightfoot (Bibl. Essays, p. 108) ; Westcott 
(Comm. p. lxvii); Ezra Abbot (Fourth Gospel, p. 82); Drummond 
regarded it as probable (Fourth Gospel, p. 331). 

2 See, for the extant Fragments of Heracleon, A. E. Brooke, iu 
Cambridge Texts and Studies (1891). 

3 Cf. Brooke, l.c. p. 55. 
4 " Si Valentinus integro instrumento uti uidetur" (de Prcescr. 38). 
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There is nothing, then, extraordinary in the fact that Basilides 
quoted the Fourth Gospel, as the simplest interpretation of 
the words of Hippolytus assures us that he did. 

Of other Gnostic writings produced not later than 150 A.D. 
the fragmentary Gospel of Peter and the Acts of John disclose 
clear traces of the J ohannine tradition. 

Pseudo-Peter (§ 5) suggests 186 (see note); he agrees (§ 2) 

with Jn. as to the relation of the Crucifixion to the first day of 
unleavened bread (1931); he refers to the nails by which the 
hands of Jesus, the feet not being mentioned, were fastened 
to the Cross (§ 6; cf. 2020); he tells (§ 4) of the crurifragium, 
in a confused manner (cf. 1933); and the end of the fragment 
reports the departure of some disciples, after the Passover 
solemnities were over, to the Sea of Galilee for fishing, ap
parently being about to introduce the narrative of Jn. 21. 

These points of the apocryphal writer are not derived from the 
Synoptists. See also on 1923, 28, 41 .1 

The latter part of the Acts of John tells of John as reclining 
on the Lord's breast, when at a meal(§ 89; cf. 1323). In these 
Acts (§ 97) the Crucifixion is on Friday at the sixth hour 
(cf. 1914), and allusion is made to the piercing of the Lord's 
side (§ 97 Aoyxa,, VV<r<rop,at KaL KaAap,oi,;;, and § IOI vvyfrra; 
cf. 1934 and note thereon). In the Gnostic hymn (§ 95), Christ 
claims to be both .Door and Way: 0vpa £ip,{ <rot Kpovovr{ P,E, 

'Ap,~v ooo, £ip.{ a-oi 7rapoofry (see on 109 146). The Fourth 
Gospel is distorted, but that it was known to the writer of these 
Acts is certain. 

It is true that some persons in the second century rejected 
the Fourth Gospel as authoritative. Irenreus mentions some 
who would not accept the promise of the Paraclete, and so 
"do not admit that form [of the Spirit], which is according 
to John's Gospel" (Heer. iii. II. 9). Epiphanius in his account 
of heretical systems (probably based in a confused way upon 
Hippolytus) mentions people to whom he gives the nickname 
of Alogi, because they rejected the Logos doctrine of John; 
"they receive neither the Gospel of John nor the Apocalypse," 
which they ascribed to the heretic Cerinthus.2 Whether these 
persons were few or many, they held (according to Epiphanius) 
that the Fourth Gospel was of the first century, as Cerinthus 
was a contemporary of John. 3 It is probable from what 
Epiphanius adds, that they are to be identified with the 
impugners of the Fourth Gospel mentioned by Irenreus. 
We are not, however, concerned here with the history of the 
N.T. Canon, but only with the time of the appearance of the 

1 Cf. contra Gardner-Smith, ]. T.S., April 1926, p. 256. 
• HaJY. Ji. 2, 3. 3 See above, p. xlix. 
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Gospel "according to St. John" ; and this cannot be placed 
at a later date than the end of the first century. 

Jus#n Martyr wrote his Apologies and Dialogue with 
Trypho about 145-150 A.D. He mentions John the apostle 
once, and then as the seer of the Apocalypse: " A certain man 
among us (1rap' .;,p,,v), by name John, one of the apostles of 
Christ, prophesied in a revelation (J1r0Ka>..vtfm) which was 
made to him," etc., alluding to Rev. 204-6 (Dial. 81; cf. Dial. 
45). This Dialogue, according to Eusebius, 1 is the record of 
a co.."ltroversy held by Justin with Trypho at Ephesus ; § 1 

places Justin at Ephesus soon after the Barcochba revolt, or 
about the year 136. When writing then of John the apostle 
as 1rap' fip,,,,, he is writing of one who was at Ephesus forty 
years before, and of whose influence and personality he must 
have been fully informed. 

It is noteworthy that Justin does not speak of John the 
apostle as the writer of the Gospel, only the Apocalypse being 
specially mentioned as his work. This may be taken in 
connexion with the carefully chosen language used by Irerneus, 
when speaking of the relation of John to the Fourth Gospel 
and its publication at Ephesus.2 It is possible that Justin was 
aware of the tradition which associated another personality 
with that of John the apostle in the composition of the Gospel. 

However that may be, Justin's doctrinal system is dependent 
as a whole upon the Fourth Gospel, and especially on the 
Prologue. He was undoubtedly familiar with its general 
teaching. His books being apologetic (for Roman use) and 
controversial (with the Jews) rather than exegetical or hortatory, 
we could not expect him to cite verbatim and as authoritative 
the books of the N. T., after the fashion of Irenreus in the next 
generation. None the less, the traces of his acquaintance 
with the text of the Fourth Gospel are apparent.3 · 

A conclusive passage is Apol. 61. Justin is explaining 
how converts are "new made through Christ." They are 
brought where there is water; and " after the same fashion 
of regeneration (avayevv~crew,) with which we ourselves were 
regenerated, they are regenerated," for in the name of Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, " they receive the washing of water 
(To iv T<(' vOaTl TOTE >..ovTpov 1rOWVVTat); for Christ said, Except 
ye be regenerated (avayevv110~Te), ye shall not enter the king
dom of heaven. It is plain that it is impossible for those who 
were born once for all to enter into their mothers' wombs." 
Here we have an almost verbal reproduction of Jn. 33-5 (see 

1 H.E. iv. 18. 6. 2 Cf. p. xlvii. 
3 The details are discussed at length in Ezra Abbot's The Fourth 

Gospel, pp. 25-48 (ed. 1880). 
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note in loc.). Again, in Dial. 88, ovK Elµ, o XpiuTo<;, &,\.\a 
cpwvtJ /3ow11To<; comes directly from Jn. 1 23 and not from the 
Synoptists 1 (see note in loc.). The allusion in Dial. 69 to 
Christ's cure of those blind from birth (lK y£v£T~,;), and the 
lame and deaf, presupposes 91 (where see note). Attempts 
to get rid of these allusions to the Fourth Gospel are unreason
able. See also notes on Jn. 414 1249 1613 1837 1913• 24 2019, 21, 

where other parallels from Justin are given. With 1 Jn. 31 

may be compared Dial. 123. 

Justin, then, used the Fourth Gospel a little before 150 A.D.; 
and at one point (Apo!. 61) quotes it as authoritative for a 
saying of Jesus. 

The " Diatessaron " of Tatian sufficiently shows the co
equal authority of Jn. with that of the Synoptists, when his 
Harmony was composed. Tatian was born about no A.D., 
and had been in intimate relationship with Justin at Rome. 
His acceptance of the Fourth Gospel would, almost by itself, 
suggest that Justin took the same view of its importance and 
its authority. 

The Shepherd of Hermas was written at Rome about 140 

A.D., or perhaps at an earlier date.2 The allegorist's allusions 
to Scripture are few, as might be expected from the nature of his 
book. He speaks (Sim. ix. 12. 5) of baptism as a condition of 
entrance into the kingdom of God, a doctrine which recalls 
Jn. J5 (where see note). His allusion to Christ as the Gate 3 

(~ -rrvAYJ, Sim. ix. 12), through which those who are to be saved 
enter into the kingdom of God, is reminiscept of the teaching 
of Jn. 109• He speaks of the law (ToV voµov) which Christ 
received from the Father (Sim. v. 6. 3); this is Johannine in its 
thought (cf. 1018). The phrase o Kvpw<; aAYJ0ivo,; iv 1ravTl p~µo.n 
Ka< ov8Ev -rrap' avn;i 1/JEvOo<; (Mand. iii. 1) is verbally similar to 
1 Jn. 2 27• These are suggestions of the prevalence of Johan
nine teaching at Rome in the middle of the second century; 
but no more definite proof is forthcoming of the acquaintance 
of Hermas with the text of the Fourth Gospel. 

The Epistle to Diognetus is dated about 150 A.D. by 
Lightfoot.4 In x. 2, 3 he speaks of God's love for men (o ,-ap 
0£o<; TOV<; av0pw-rrov<; ~'}'0.7TYJ<H), adding that to them He sent 
His only begotten Son (&-rrluTnAE Tov v,ov avTov Tov µ,ovoy£v~), 
and then suggesting that their love for Him who thus loved 

1 Cf. p. c. 2 See Lightfoot, Apostolic Fathers, p. 294. 
3 The doctrine of Christ as the Gate ('/7 1rvX1J) appears also in Clem. 

Rom. 48, a document which is contemporary with Jn., but is inde
pendent of the Johannine writings. 

• It breaks off in c. 10, and cc. II, 12 are by a different, probably 
a later, hand. Cf. Lightfoot, Apostolic Fathers, p. 488; and see or 
1629 17•. 
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them will be the issue. Not only the thoughts but the words 
of Jn. 316, 1 Jn. 49• 19 are reproduced here. In vi. 3 the thought 
that Christians are in the world, but not of the world, and that 
therefore the world hates them, is an echo from Jn. 1711• 14• 

The writer of the Epistle is not writing for Christians or for 
Jews, but for heathen, so that he never quotes expressly from 
either O.T. or N.T. But that he is acquainted with the 
Johannine writings is hardly doubtful. See on 1629• 

A document, purporting to report conversations of the 
Risen Jesus with His disciples, and entitled Epistula Apos
tolorum, 1 has recently been edited from Coptic and Ethiopic 
versions by Schmidt, who holds that it was written· in Asia 
Minor about 160-170 A.D. It is anti-Docetic in tone, and 
attaches much weight to the Fourth Gospel, John being named 
first when the apostles are (very confusedly) enumerated. 
There are several allusions to Jn.; e.g. the Miracle at Cana is 
mentioned ( c. 5 [ 16] ) ; at c. II [ 24] there is a curious note 
about the test offered to Thomas (Jn. 2020- 27), with which Peter 
and Andrew are associated; in c. 18 (29) the "new command
ment" of Jn. 1334 is mentioned; and in c. 29 (40) Jn. 2029 

is quoted precisely. For other Johannine reminiscences cf. 
cc. 33, 39. The Fourth Gospel was very familiar to the author 
of this imaginative work. 

The Didache seems to be indebted for some of its phrases 
to Jn. 612 1152 1711 (see notes z"n foe.). This would be very 
important if the early date once ascribed to this interesting 
manual could be taken as established. But I am not prepared 
to make this assumption or to claim that the Dz"dache 
was composed in its present form earlier than the third 
century.2 

For the use of the Fourth Gospel, or at any rate of its 
characteristic phraseology, by the second-century Odes of 
Solomon, seep. cxlvi below. 

The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs present some 
parallels to J ohannine language; see on 19 319 4 22 s41 1526• 

But Christian interpolations abound in the Testaments, the 
base of which is Jewish, and 1526 (the most striking parallel) 
may be one of these. Charles would treat the language of 19 

as dependent upon the Testaments; 3 but this is hardly probable 
(see note in foe.). We cannot safely assume that the Testa-

1 Epistula Apostolorum, ed. C. Schmidt (Texte und Untersuchungen, 
1919). 

2 For the problems presented by the Didache, see C. Bigg, The 
Doctrine of the Twelve Apostles, and J. A. Robinson, Barnabas, Hermas, 
and the Didache (especially pp. 93-95). 

3 See Charles, Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, p. lxxxv. 
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ments in their present form were in existence before the time 
of Origen. 

The use made of the Fourth Gospel by Christian writers 
before 17 5 1 enables us, therefore, to fix the time of its appear
ance within narrow limits. It is hardly earlier than 90 A.D., 
and cannot be later than 125. Probably the year 95 is the 
nearest approximation to its date that can be made. 

CHAPTER III 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE EVANGELIST 

(i) The Evangelist was a Jew. 
(ii) The Literary Method of the Evangelist is not that of Allegory. 

(iii) The Idea of "Witness " is prominent. 
(iv) Philo and the Fourth Gospel. 

(1) THE EVANGELIST WAS A JEW 

REFERENCE is made elsewhere 2 to Burney's explanation of 
the style of the Fourth Gospel, viz. that it was translated into 
Greek from an Aramaic original. This explanation has not 
commanded the general assent of scholars; but that there is 
an undertone of Semitic ways of thought and speech behind 
the Gospel can hardly be gainsaid. The evangelist, in our 
view, is dependent for many of his facts upon the aged disciple, 
John the son of Zebedee, who was a Jew of Palestine, and whose 
native speech was Aramaic. It is natural that the record, 
however carefully edited, of such a disciple's reminiscences, 
should bear traces of his nationality. More than this, however, 
can be said. We observe the Semitic undertone, not only in 
the narrative, but in the evangelist's comments upon it. The 
style, e.g., of such passages 3 as 316-21 • 31 -36 or 12 36h-43 is un
mistakably Semitic; and, speaking generally, one cannot dis
tinguish, by any features of internal evidence, those parts of 
the Gospel narrative which plainly rest upon the report of an 
eye-witness, and those which may be referred to the evangelist, 
whom we identify with the writer of the Johannine epistles.4 

The evangelist prefers to string together independent 
sentences by the use of "and," rather than to use subordinate 

1 Seep. lxxii f. for notices of Jn. in Christian books written between 
the time of Iren~us, whosi, testimony is explicit, and 250 A.D. 

• P. lxvii. 3 P. xxiii. • P. lxx. 
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clauses. That is, he likes the form of writing which the gram
marians callparataxis. This is not unknown in Greek, but one 
accustomed to listen to conversations in Aramaic would be 
more likely to employ parataxis than a Greek writer ignorant 
of Aramaic or Hebrew. This appears in the Prologue and in 
316-21 (to which reference has already been made), as well as in 
Jn.'s reports of a discourse.1 The Oriental trick of repetition 
of what has been said before, generally in a slightly altered 
form, is very common in the Fourth Gospel (see on 316). It is 
because of these frequent repetitions of the same doctrinal 
statement that the style of Jn. has been described as "mono
tonous." A good illustration of repetitions in an Oriental 
report of a conversation is found at 1616-19, where it will be 
noticed that the thrice-repeated, " A little while ... and 
again a little while " adds to the vividness of the impression 
produced. 

It has been thought by some 2 that there is a tendency in the 
Fourth Gospel to reproduce 0.T. testimonia in a form recalling 
the Hebrew text rather than the LXX version. If the actual 
author were a Jew of Palestine, this is perhaps what we might 
expect, and at certain points Jn. seems to give a free rendering 
of the Hebrew; see, e.g., the notes on 1 23 645 1216• 40 1J18• On 
the other hand, the LXX (as distinct from the Hebrew) is 
behind the citations at 2 17 1238 1717 1924 • The quotation at 1937 is 
probably derived from some current version other than the 
LXX. No inference can be drawn from the form of the O.T. 
text cited 631 742 817 1034 1213• 34 1525 1928• a-s_ The evidence, 
taken as a whole, hardly proves that the evangelist was more 
familiar with the Hebrew 0.T. than he was with the LXX; 
although a knowledge of the Hebrew as well as of the LXX 
seems to be behind the Gospel quotations.3 

The tendency of Jn. to reproduce Aramaic names of persons 
and places, and to interpret them for Greek readers, has often 
been remarked, e.g. Messz"ah (Jn. being the only evangelist 
who gives this Hebrew or Aramaic title, 141 425), Kephas (142), 

Thomas (2024 21 2); the title Rabbi (1 38), Rabboni (2016); 

Golgotha (1917); Gabbatha, only at 1913 ; Bethesda or Bethzatha, 
only at 52 ; Slloam (97). But too much may be made of this. 
Mk. (1522) interprets Golgotha, as Jn. does, and even cites 
Aramaic sentences (Mk. 5 41 1534). Mk. also uses both the titles 
Rabbi" and Rabboni (95 etc., 1051). Mt. (1 23) interprets the 

1 Cf. 5so. •o 17s. 10. 11. 

• E.g. Lightfoot, Biblical Essays, p. 136 f.; and Burney, Aramaic 
Origin, etc., p. I 14 f. . 

3 It is possible that many of Jn.'s 0.T. citations are taken from a 
~olume of Testimonia compiled in Greek for Christian use. 
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Hebrew Immanuel. Even Lk. gives the Greek meaning of 
the names Barnabas and Elymas in Acts 436 138, although 
he does not interpret Aramaic names in his Gospel. All that 
we can say is that Jn. relies on Palestinian tradition, or on 
a Palestinian Jew (if he had not been himself in Palestine, 
which is quite possible) for his native names, and he finds 
it convenient (as Mk., Mt., and Lk. do on occasion) to interpret 
them for Greek readers. But we must not infer that his 
knowledge of Aramaic went very far, or that he was a native 
speaker. 

Jn.'s familiarity with the topography of Jerusalem is, 
however, more noteworthy. The Synoptists know of Bethany, 
the Temple, the Pnetorium of Pilate, and the place Golgotha 
with its sinister interpretation. Jn., however, has more 
intimate knowledge of the Holy City than the Synoptists 
display. He is aware how far from Jerusalem is the village 
of Bethany ( 1118); he knows not only the Temple, but Solo
mon's Porch (1023); not only the Pnetorium, but Gabbatha 
or the Pavement (1913); he does not mention Gethsemane by 
name, but he knows its situation '' beyond the brook Kz"dron, 
where was a garden " (see on 182); he alone mentions the Pool 
of Siloam, and knows why it was called Sz"loam (see on 97); 

also the Pool of Bethesda or Bethzatha, of which he (quite 
unnecessarily) says that it had five porches and was brt ri) 
1rpo/3anKv (see on 52). The Synoptists do not tell of the visits 
to Jerusalem at which the men were healed at Bethesda and 
Siloam, so that they have no necessity to use these place
names. But in his account of the Passion Jn.'s knowledge of 
the various localities at Jerusalem appears to be more detailed 
than that of Lk. or even of Mk. 

Jn. gives geographical notes with equal confidence, when 
he has need to mention places outside Jud:::ea. " Cana of 
Galilee " ( 2 1 21 2); " .tEnon near to Salim " (323); " Bethany 
beyond Jordan " (Jn. being specially careful to distinguish it 
from the other Bethany, which he knows: see on 1 28); " the 
city called Ephraim," in the country near the wilderness 
(1154), are obscure places, which, however, have been identified 
to a reasonable degree of probability. But that their situation 
should have been expressly indicated by Jn. shows that he is 
not depending upon vague general knowledge, such as an 
occasional pilgrim or tourist might pick up. It is interesting 
that his one site as to which it is not easy to speak with confid
ence is Sychar, which he says was near the traditional Well of 
Jacob (see on 46). The indication of the Sea of Galilee as 
"of Tiberias " is probably due to an editor other than Jn. 
(see on 61 21 1). 



~ . ] ~ 1. A JEW lxxxi 

These topographical allusions, taken together, point to 
the reliance of the evangelist on evidence given him at first 
hand and incidentally in conversation, unless we might suppose 
that he himself had personal knowledge of the places to which 
he refers. The latter explanation is inevitable for those who 
hold that the evangelist was, himself, John the son of Zebedee; 
but the allusions in question are sufficiently explained if we 
take the view that John the apostle is the '' witness " behind 
the evangelist's record, 1 but not the actual writer of the Fourth 
Gospel. 

The frequent explanatory allusions of the evangelist to the 
manners and customs of " the Jews " have been supposed by 
some to indicate that he was not himself a Jew. '' He speaks 
as if they and their usages belonged to another race from him
self," is the comment of Matthew Arnold.2 The "feasts of 
the Jews" (64 51 72), "the purifying of the Jews" (26), "the 
chief priests of the Jews " ( 1921), " the custom of the Jews " 
(1940), " the Preparation of the Jews " (1942), are thus desig
nated. But Paul did not separate himself from his own people 
when he wrote of" the Jews" (1 Thess. 2 14-16, 2 Cor. u 24); 

nor does the evangelist when he thus invites the attention of 
his Greek readers to Jewish observances unfamiliar to them. 
Indeed, Jn. shows an intimate knowledge of these matters. 
He alludes several times to the Jewish regulations about 
ceremonial purification (325 1155 1828 1931), upon which the 
Pharisees laid much stress (Mk. 74). He gives details, as to 
spices being used at burials, not found in the Synoptists (1940). 
His use of the word TETaprn,o, is significant (see on 1139). 

Again, he knows the time of year at which the Jews celebrated 
the feast of the Dedication, which was not one of the great 
obligatory festivals of Judaism ( 1022). The strongest proof; 
however, that a Jew is behind the Fourth Gospel, whether as 
" witness " or as author, is the familiarity which it displays 
with Jewish doctrine current in the first century, as well as 
with Rabbinical methods of argument. 

The universal claim which the evangelist makes for the 
gospel of Jesus is preceded by what is for him fundamental, 
viz. that Jesus is the Messiah (2031). This thesis is continually 
present, while we might antecedently have expected that it 
would be kept in the background by one who had reached the 

1 Cf. p. lxix. 
2 God and the Bible, p. 142. Lord Charnwood's comment is more 

penetrating: "In style and mind he is an intense Jew. His very 
anger with his own race is that of a Jew. No Gentile, though he might 
dislike Jews, would have shown it in the same way; he would have 
felt, e.g., no interest in shifting more blame on to the Jewish Sanhedrim 
off the shoulders of Pilate" (According to St. J aim, p. 52 ). 

f 
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more profound doctrine of Jesus as the Logos of God. Yet 
that Jesus is the Christ was for Jn., as it was for Paul, the 
essential germ of the fuller belief that He was the Saviour of 
the world. Jn. was well acquainted with Jewish popular 
beliefs as to the form of the Messianic expectation (1 19• 20).1 

He knew that it was expected that Messiah would be a worker 
of miracles, for the Jews expected this of any Divine messenger 
(218 2 23 32 917 ; cf. 1 Cor. 1 22); and that the miracles would be of 
specially convincing character (731 1025 ; cf. 615). Again, 727 

alludes to the current idea that Messiah, when He appeared, 
would emerge suddenly from obscurity. The note on 1284 

shows that the eternal reign of Messiah was not unfamiliar to 
Jewish thought. The Messiah was expected to have prophetic 
powers (148 425• 29). Little is known of the Samaritans' doctrine 
as to Messiah, but Jn. is aware that they looked for Him (425). 

He recalls also not only their feud with the Jews (which was 
doubtless well known) but their veneration for their special 
sanctuary on Mount Gerizim (420). 

The evangelist moves with ease in his reports of the con
troversies about Sabbath observance, and the emphasis placed 
upon it by the Pharisees (510 916). He knows not only that it 
was much debated at Jerusalem, but also that the casuistry of 
the Rabbinical schools had dealt with it (723). So, too, he is 
aware of the contempt of the native Jew for the Jew of the 
Dispersion (735); he knows the accepted Jewish doctrine that 
no human being can ascend to heaven (313); he gives the 
Jewish title "the prince of this world" to the Evil One (1231 

1430 1611); he knows of the Rabbinical superstition as to the 
merit gained by searching the Scriptures for fantastic argu
ments (539); and he makes allusion to the visiting of the father's 
sins upon his children (92).2 He knows that in Rabbinical 
arguments a claim to originalz"ty would damage the case of 
him who put it forward (716); and he knows the Rabbinical 
rules about evidence, and the inconsequence of bearing witness 
about oneself (531, 813). Finally, the polemic described in 
cc. 5, 7, 8, 9 is thoroughly characteristic of Jewish controversies 
and quite unlike a Greek dispute. The argument placed in 
the mouth of our Lord at 1d'4, depending as it does on nice 
verbal points, is of special interest in this connexion. 3 

1 Cf. p. cxlviii. 
2 See Sanday, Criticism of the Fourth Gospel, p. 135. 
8 Many Talmudic and Rabbinical parallels to the Fourth Gospel 

have been collected by Schlatter (Die Sprache und Heimat des vierten 
Evangelisten), who specially quotes Midrashim of the second century. 
"Most remarkable," wrote the Rabbinical scholar Dr. Abrahams, 
"has been the cumulative strength of the arguments adduced by 
Jewish writers favourable to the authenticity of the discourses in the 
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These considerations, it is submitted, show that not only 
the witness from whom the evangelist derived much of his 
material, but the evangelist himself, had special knowledge of 
Palestine during the ministry of Jesus. 

(n) THE LITERARY METHOD OF THE EVANGELIST IS 

NOT THAT OF ALLEGORY 

A view of the Fourth Gospel which has many advocates 
is that "the book's method and form are prevailingly alle
gorical . . . its truth depends not on the actual accuracy 
of the symbolising appearances, but on the truth of the ideas 
and experiences thus symbolised " 1 Such a sentence raises 
a question of grave importance, viz. Did Jn. z'ntend to write 
history ? This question takes precedence of any inquiry 
into the historical trustworthiness of his Gospel. We must come 
to some conclusion, in the first place, as to what he meant 
to do. His Gospel is a " spiritual" gospel (as Clement of 
Alexandria called it); no one challenges its spiritual value. 
He wrote to convince his readers that '' Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God" (2031). In the endeavour to do this, did he per
mit himself to bring out spiritual lessons by portraying scenes 
which he knew were not historical ? Is not spiritual truth, for 
him, more important than historical truth ? And, therefore, 
is not the allegorical method of interpretation the key to the 
secrets of the Fourth Gospel? 

Before these questions can be answered, we must have a 
clear conception of what is meant by the" allegorical method," 
and we must distinguish between allegorz'cal interpretation 
and teaching by parable. 

A 

In many literatures attempts have been made to allegorz'se 
the statements of a notable book, z'.e. to find a hidden meaning 
in incidents which were originally set down as having actually 
taken place, or in conversations which were narrated as histori
cal. Thus the Stoics allegorised Homer, in the interests of 
Greek religion, to vindicate the character of the gods. Some
times, again, allegorical interpretations were placed upon 
sacred books, not because what was narrated was believed 
to be unhistorical, but because the interpreters found in a 
book divinely inspired a spiritual meaning underlying the literal 

Fourth Gospel, especially in relation to the circumstances under which 
they are reported to have been spoken " (Cambridge Biblical Essays, 
p. 181). 

1 Von Hugel in Ency. Brit., xv. p. 455 (in his article on the Gospel). 
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narrative. To seek for the spiritual meaning of history is an 
exercise with special attractiveness for men who believe that 
history is controlled by Divine Providence. 

Thus, when Paul says that the story of Abraham, Sarah, 
and Hagar contains an " allegory " (Gal. 424), he does not 
suggest that it was not a true historical record of what had 
happened in the olden time; he means that the history sym
bolised a spiritual lesson (cf. also I Cor. 101 -11). In like 
manner, Philo sought a spiritual meaning behind the narratives 
of the O.T., of many of which, however, he rejected the literal 
truth. He treated the O.T. as the allegorising Greeks treated 
Homer. Philo is, in truth, the father of the allegorical inter
pretation of the O.T., which occupied so large a place in 
patristic exegesis, and which has always appealed to those 
who feel the charm of poetry. The incidents, names, and even 
the numbers of the Jewish Scriptures had for him a mystical 
significance, in which their true value resided, and by which 
their divine inspiration was most readily est[~lished. Because 
the O.T. was divine, it was natural to seek a deeper meaning 
in its every phrase than was apparent to a superficial reader. 

The Christian fathers inherited this Jewish tradition of the 
allegorical interpretation of the O.T., but it was first applied 
to the N.T. by the Gnostics, with whose doctrine of a secret 
gnosis it was congruous. The aged Simeon taking Jesus in 
his arms and giving thanks was a type of the Demiurge who 
on the arrival of the Saviour gave thanks.1 That Jesus was 
twelve years old when He discoursed with the doctors in the 
temple was an indication of the Duodecad of the .tEons. 2 And 
the healing of the woman afflicted with an issue of blood for 
twelve years in like manner typified the healing of the twelfth 
.tEon. 3 These allegorisings of the Synoptic Gospels are de
nounced as blasphemous by Iremeus, and Tertullian after
wards took the same line. But in the next generation the 
allegorical interpretation of the N.T. was adopted by teachers 
of influence such as Clement of Alexandria and Origen; and 
it has ever since been favoured by Christian expositors of high 
repute, from Cyril of Alexandria and Augustine down to our 
own time. Most of those, however, who have found a mystical 
meaning in Gospel incidents or Gospel conversations have been 
firmly persuaded, nevertheless, that these incidents and con
versations were historical. They allegorised history, but they 
did not challenge its literal truth. 

Origen went a little further than this. He explains that, 
as man consists of body, soul, and spirit, so there are generally 
three senses in Scripture, the corporeal, the moral, and the 
1 Irenams, Ht:Br. r. viii. 4. • Iren. l.c. I. iii. 2. 3 Iren. l.c. I. iii. 3. 
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spiritual.1 But occasionally, although not often, the corporeal 
or literal meaning is lacking, and this applies to the N.T. as 
well as to the O.T. "Non solum in ueteri testamento occidens 
litera deprehenditur : est et in nouo testamento litera quae 
occidat eum, qui non spiritualiter, quae dicuntur, aduerterit." 2 

This applies primarily to the interpretation of precepts, e.g. 
Lk. 104, '' salute no man by the way," but it may also be applied 
to incidents. Even the Gospels, Origen says, do not contain 
everywhere a pure history, but have things interwoven accord
ing to the literal sense, which yet did not happen. 3 He only 
gives one example, viz. the story of our Lord's Temptation, 
which (he points out) could not lz"terally be true, for you could 
not see all the kingdoms of the earth from one mountain in 
Judcea. Thus Origen leaves it open to an interpreter not only 
to find a spiritual meaning beneath the letter of a Gospel story. 
but also to reject the literal meaning, if it is manifestly absurd 
or impossible. But it is plain that he would only have ad
mitted this plea in rare cases, 4 such as the story of the Tempta
tion where the language used is figurative; like all his con
temporaries he would have repudiated the suggestion that the 
miracle stories are only parables of edification, although they 
are pregnant with spiritual truths (see on 2 10). 

B 

It is now to be observed that none of the early masters of 
the allegorical method, whether Jewish or Christian, invented 
an incident or constructed a number, in order to teach a spiritual 
lesson. Just because they deemed the Scriptures to be divinely 
inspired, they were sure that they must be edifying in every 
phrase; and if the plain meaning of the words was not edifying, 
they sought edification beneath the surface. Indeed, the 
Gnostics always looked for a meaning that was not plain or 
obvious. But none of these allegorical interpreters composed 
fictitious narratives for the purpose of moral or spiritual in
struction. That is a quite legitimate method of teaching, as 
it is a method of extraordinary power. The Fables of LEsop 
were, frankly, constructed to convey moral lessons. Our Lord 
gave to this method the sanction of His own authority, for He 
habitually taught by parables, '' earthly stories with a heavenly 
meaning "; and His example has been followed by Christian 
teachers in every age, from the Shepherd of Hermas in the 

1 de princ. iv. II. •Hom.in Levit .vii. 5. 
3 oulie TOUTWV 1rcivr71 li.Kparov rhv icrroplav rwv ,rpocrvq,acrµ,l,wv Karl,, TO 

crwµ,ar<Kov ix6VTw,, µ,71 -yey<P71µ,lvw• (de princ. iv. 16). 
• Cf. de princ. iv. 19. 
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second century to the Pilgrim's Progress in the seventeenth. 
But the allegorical interpreter and the author of parables follow 
distinct paths, and are not to be confused, the one with the 
other. 

It is one thing to spiritualise history; it is quite another to 
put forth as history a narrative which is not based on fact. 
Neither Philo nor any of the Alexandrines adopted the latter 
course; i.e. they never wrote books of which the literal meaning 
was not the intended meaning. The allegorists would have 
been the first to admit that a spiritual sense., underlying the 
literal sense, was not claimed by them for their own writings. 
Neither Philo, nor Clement, nor Orig en, were writers of 
parables. 

Nor did the Gnostics compose books in the form of parable. 
For them the highest knowledge of spiritual things was not 
for the vulgar; it was only to the elect that the true y1,wrn~ was 
accessible. Accordingly, they applied the method of allegorical 
interpretation to the N.T., in order to draw out the deeper 
meaning (as they supposed) of the Gospels. They also re
wrote some N.T. narratives in the interests of Gnostic doctrine, 
a notable example of this being the Gospel of Peter, which tells 

· the story of the Passion from the Docetic point of view. Other 
Gnostic books are filled with alleged revelations to the Apostles, 
or to the Virgin Mary, these revelations, of course, supporting 
Gnostic tenets. But their books are not written in the form of 
history which requires to be spiritualised before its purport 
can be determined. 

C 

We have now seen that the phrase "allegorical method" 
requires careful definition. Many writers of the apostolic 
and sub-apostolic age were drawn to " allegorise " the narra
tives of the O.T., and some to apply a like operation to the 
N.T. But that is not to say that they themselves wrote in the 
form of parable, viz. that their own writings have an inner 
meaning which is not apparent on the surface. 

Thus the Fourth Evangelist saw a Christian meaning in 
O.T. sayings and customs (e.g. 1J18 1924 • 36); in that sense, he 
was an allegorist as Paul was. But it does not follow that his 
Gospel was intended by him to be treated as the Gnostics 
treated the 0.T., viz. that its literal meaning should be dis
carded, and its spiritual teaching alone remembered. Indeed, 
the significance of Jn. to his contemporaries was that he was 
steadily opposed to Gnosticism of every type. He insists that 
Jesus Christ came in the flesh (1 Jn. 42); it is the very spirit 
of antichrist to explain this away or to spiritualise it. That 
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the Word became flesh is his starting-point. He lays special 
stress on the true humanity of Jesus (e.g. 46 1135 1928· 34). His 
purpose and his method alike are wholly inconsistent with the 
view that his narrative is a congeries of parables. So little 
inclination hag he for the parabolic method, that he is the only 
evangelist who reports no parables of Christ. Whether we 
accept Jn.'s Gospel as historically trustworthy or no, it was 
written that his readers might accept as facts, and not only 
as symbols, the incidents which he records.1 

D 

Those who find symbol rather than fact in the Fourth Gospel 
have called special attention to the numbers which occur in 
the course of the narrative; and what has been said above 
about the allegorical method in general may fitly be illustrated 
by one or two examples of the way in which it has been applied 
to Scripture numbers, both by Jews and Christians. 

Philo finds esoteric meanings in the statement (Gen. 523) 

that Enoch's age was 365 years; just as he finds in Gen. 63, 
which gives the average age of patriarchal man as 120 years, 
" a divine and sacred number.'' 2 The Christian fathers take 
the same line. Barnabas(§ 9) finds in the number of Abraham's 
servants, viz. 318 (Gen. 1414 1723), a prophecy of the Crucifixion. 
So does Clement of Alexandria (Strom. vi. 11), who proceeds 
in the same passage to take over from Philo the idea that 
120 in Gen. 63 is a mystery, explaining that 1+2+3+ ... 
15 = 120, while 15 is a specially significant number, because 
the moon at 15 days is full. 

The later fathers inherited this doctrine of the mystical 
value of numbers, and some of them applied it to the Fourth 
Gospel. The 153 fishes of Jn. 2111 provide scope for much 
ingenious speculation. Thus Augustine (Enarr. z·n Ps., xlix. 
§ 9) tells us that 1+2+3+ ... 17 = 153, while 17 is formed 
by adding the two sacred numbers, 10 for the Law and 7 for 
the Spirit. It is no more likely that Jn. intended this, than 
that the author of Gen. 63 intended the like comment to be made 
upon his text. See, for other examples, on 1 32 2 20 1923• 

Numerical coincidences such as these are supposed by their 
discoverers to reveal the significance of Johannine numbers, 
which are believed to have an esoteric meaning. It remains, 
however, for some one to show that books were really written 
in this way. Can any parallel be produced to support the 
theory that the numbers in Jn. (38, 46, 153, etc.) were con-

1 See below, p. xc, on the value attached to" witness" by Jn. 
2 QutBst. i'n Gen. i. 83 f. 
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structed by him to provoke his readers, in pursuit of the true 
gnosis, to discover what he meant? "The idea," said Hatch, 
'' that ancient literature consists of riddles which it is the 
business of modern literature to solve has passed for ever away."1 

The idea still survives, and in unexpected quarters, but it is 
certainly not applicable to the Fourth Gospel, in which not 
gnosis but pistis is the supreme aim of the writer. The true 
inheritors of Gnostic methods of interpretation are the com
mentators who find in the " Gospel according to St. John " a 
hidden purpose and an esoteric meaning. Jn. was not an 
allegorist; that role has been assumed by his critics, who teach 
that his Gospel is written in the form of a parable, of which the 
literal meaning was not meant by him to be the true meaning. 

E 

Something must be added about the alleged adoption by 
Jn. of a sevenfold arrangement in his work. 

The number seven appears in religious or mystical literature 
in many parts of the world,2 as well as in folk-lore. Its signi
ficance may go back to the periods of seven days which corre
spond to the moon's phases, for it is thus that the choice of a 
week as a definite unit of time probably originated. In the 
O.T., besides the use of seven as expressing an exact number, 
a use which is inevitable in all narrative, it sometimes indicates 
merely a round number (e.g. sevenfold vengeance, Gen. 415 

Ps. 7912, or sevenfold restitution, Prov. 631), and it occasionally 
serves to indicate completeness (e.g. the seven nations of 
Deut. 71 or the seven withes of Judg. 167), and specially as 
a feature of ceremonial or ritual observance (e.g. seven bowings 
to the earth, Gen. 333, or the blowing of seven trumpets round 
the walls of Jericho, Josh. 64, or Balaam's seven altars, Num. 
231, or the seven beasts of each kind for a sin-offering, 2 Chr. 
2921). Seven is a number that is common in stories (e.g. 
the seven cattle of Pharaoh's dream, Gen. 41 2, or the woman 
who married seven husbands, Mk. 1220). It appears in 
Apocalyptic (e.g. the seven weeks of Dan. 925, or the seven 
mountains in the Book of Enoch), as the Hebdomad, or seven 
planetary powers, plays a part in Gnostic systems. Some have 
thought that the sevenfold repetition of the Name of Yahweh 
in Ps. 92 is deliberately devised by the poet so as to make it 
suitable as a " Psalm for the Sabbath day." 

Similar uses of the number seven are found in Christian 
literature, early and late, sacred and secular. The medireval 
idea of seven deadly sins may go back to Pro,•. 616, or to that 0f 

1 Hibbert Lectures for 1888, p. 84. • Cf. E.B. 3436, 
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possession by seven evil spirits (Lk. 82 11 26). That there are 
seven gifts of the Spirit goes back to the LXX, which has added 
to the six gifts of Is. 11 2 a seventh, no doubt with the idea of 
seven as a mystical number. The Seven Sleepers of Ephesus 
illustrate Christian folk-lore. 

The number of deacons was fixed at seven (Acts 65 218), 

and this may have been deliberate. There is not much in 
Lk. which calls attention to this number; but he, with Mt., 
reproduces from Q the command to forgive seven times (Lk. 
174), and the parable of the seven evil spirits (Lk. 11 24). 

Both Mt. and Lk. follow Mk.'s story of the woman with seven 
husbands. Mt., however, shows a partiality for sevenfold 
grouping. He has seven parables in c. 13, and the seven woes 
are gathered in c. 23. This indicates deliberate arrangement, 
such as does not appear in Mk., Lk. Mt. follows Mk. in 
telling of the feeding of the four thousand with seven loaves 
(Mk. 85). 

In the Apocalypse, the tendency of the seer to dwell on the 
number seven is inherited from previous apocalyptic literature, 
and is unmistakable, end occurring over fifty times. 

Here is a marked contrast to the Fourth Gospel, where 
errTa. does not occur at all, and l/380µ0,; only once (452). It 
has been thought by some that Jn. avoids errTa. deliberately,1 
because of its abuse in Gnostic literature. That may be the 
case. But it has also been suggested 2 that the arrangement of 
the Gospel betrays a deliberate sevenfold grouping, although 
it is skilfully concealed. We shall examine presently (p. xci) 
the sevenfold witness to Jesus which may be discovered in the 
Gospel ; but it is not clear that these forms of µapTvp{a are 
meant to be, significantly, seven in number, neither more nor 
less. And similar difficulties beset other attempts to find an 
intentional sevenfold arrangement. 

The sevenfold repetition, in c. 6 (see on 633) or in the Farewell 
Discourses, of solemn refrains (see on 1511) is striking when it is 
discovered, but it is not clear that the number seven is intended 
thus to convey any special meaning, or that it was present to 
the writer's mind. Exegetes have often commented on the 
seven Similitudes by which Jesus describes Himself in the 
Fourth Gospel, beginning with iyw dµi (635 812 107• 11 1125 

151 146). But with these must be associated iyw dµi b µapTvpwv 
rrEpL iµavrov (818), which brings the number of these Divine 
Pronouncements up to eight. 3 

Or, again, the number of the "seven signs" of Jesus 
which are recorded in the Fourth Gospel has been sometimes 

1 Seep. lxv. 2 Cf. Abbott. Diat. 2625. 6. 
a See p. cxviii. 
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thought to imply deliberate arrangement. But, as we have 
shown on another page,1 the wonderful works called <rrJp.,e'ia by 
Jn. are only five in number, although a sixth might be included 
by way of inference. To Jn. the incident of the Storm on the 
Lake is not a a-71µ.e'iov at all (see on 617 f•). 

Indeed, if Jn. attached mystical importance to the number 
seven, and dealt in allegory, as some suppose, we should have 
expected him to select for record the story in which the multi
tudes were miraculously fed with seven loaves and seven 
basketsful of fragments remained over, rather than that in 
which the loaves are but five (69

). Both of the miracles of 
feeding are recorded by Mk. (635f. 81f·), whose Gospel was 
known to, and used by, Jn. 2 If he were an allegorist, the seven 
loaves would have presented a mystical meaning, which the 
five loaves do not offer. 

The conclusion seems to be that Jn. did not set any special 
value on the number seven; it is not prominent in Jn. as in 
Mt. The intentional presence of the number seven in the 
narrative and the structure of the Fourth Gospel is not proved. 
He does not deal in allegory, but in facts. 

The view that is taken in this commentary on the Fourth 
Gospel is that, primarily, the evangelist intended to present 
narratives of fact, of the truth of which he himself was fully 
persuaded. He is not only a historian, but he is an interpreter 
of history, as is shown not only by his comments on his narrative 
as he proceeds, 3 but also by his selection and arrangement of 
his materials so as to persuade his readers most effectively 
of his main thesis (2030). That he is insistent upon the im
portance of " witness," µ.aprvp[a, in relation to matters of 
fact, must next be shown to be part of his historical method. 

(III) THE IDEA OF "WITNESS " IS PROMINENT 

The narrative of the Fourth Evangelist is, to a considerable 
extent, a narrative of controversy. He relates more fully than 
the Synoptists the story of the hostility with which the claims 
of Jesus were greeted at Jerusalem; and he recalls the 
" evidences " (as a modern writer would call them) or the 
"witness" to which Jesus pointed as justifying and explain
ing His claims. '' Witness " is a necessary correlative of 
intelligent belief. 

But there is another, and a more far-reaching reason for 
the prevalence of the idea of µ.aprvp!a in Jn. It is due to 
the circumstances in which the Fourth Gospel was produced, 
and to the purpose of the evangelist in writing it. 4 The book 

1 P. clxxvii. 2 Cf. p. xcvi. 3 P. xxxiv. 4 See on r 14• 
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was not written in the earliest days of the Church's life, when 
terms of allegiance to the Church's Master were still unformu
lated, and when the disciples in the first flush of enthusiasm 
and devotion had hardly asked themselves what was the in
tellectual basis of the faith in which they had found strength. 
The clear definitions of Christian theology had not yet been 
elicited by the growth of error and of misunderstanding which 
had to be repressed. But by the end of the first century in 
intellectual centres such as the Greek cities of Asia Minor, 
it became imperative that the false gnosis should be expelled 
by the true, and that the faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of 
God, should be justified to thinking men.1 On what· evidence 
did this wonderful faith rest itself ? So men asked, and an 
answer had to be given. It is natural that the Gospel which 
originated under such conditions should lay emphasis on the 
" witnesses " to which the early preachers and Jesus Himself 
had appealed. The author is conscious, as he writes, that the 
facts which he narrates will be scrutinised by keen critics, 
and that his interpretation of them may be challenged. 

1. He begins, then, as the Synoptists did, with the witness of 
John the Baptist, upon which he lingers, however, longer than 
they. The Forerunner came £1, p,apTvp[av (17 326 533). He 
bore witness that He who was coming was the Pre-existent 
One (115), while he himself was only the herald (1 19r. ; cf. 
3Z8). When Jesus came, John bore witness that he saw the 
Spirit descending upon Him (1 32), and that this was the ap
pointed token that He was the Son bf God (1 34). 

2. Of other human witnesses, who may be summoned to 
give their testimony, Jn. mentions: 

(a) The Samaritan woman, whose witness did not go 
further than her own limited experience would justify, and 
was therefore all the more impressive~, yvvatKo, p,apTvpov<TTJ, 
6Tt El7r<V p,ot 1ravrn & i1ro['Y/ua (439). 

(b) Similar to the Samaritan woman's witness is that of 
the blind man whose sight was restored (915f·), although the 
word p,aprnp[a does not occur in this story. 

(c) The multitude who had seen the raising of Lazarus 
bore witness to the fact-ip,apTvpn O oxAo, (1217). 

(d) The Twelve, whose authority rested on the intimacy 
of personal companionship-vp,£t, Se p,apTvp£tT£ dn ,b·' &p;0, 
fJ,€T' ip,ov iuT< ( I 527); cf. also J11• 

1 So in the Pauline Epp. it is not until we reach the latest phase of 
his teaching that we come upon the assertion 1/ µaprnpla ai!T71 e<TT<V 
a.l\71 871s (Tit. r13). Generally, in Paul, the verb µaprvp,,v bears the 
sense of painful testifying. rather than of bringing forward evidence 
to prove something that is in dispute. 
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(e) The eye-witness of the Passion, i.e. the Beloved Disciple, 
on whom Jn. depends for his facts-o lwpaKW'>. µEµapTvpYJKEY 
(1935, where see note); whose testimony was regarded as un
impeachable by those who published the Gospel-oi'.oaµw on 
a>.110~- UVTOV.;, µapTVpla f.(J"T{v (21 24). 

3. The witness of the Old Testament Scriptures to Christ 
is appealed to as explicit-£KEtva{ Eiaw ai µapTvpovcrai 7rEpt •µov 
(539). 

4. The works which Jesus did are His witness-Ta lpya 
. • • µapTvpEt 7rEpt •µov OTL O 7rUT~P µe a7r£CTTaAKEV (536 ; cf. 1025). 

5. These works were "given Him by His Father" to do; 
and Jesus speaks of the witness of the Father to His claims
o 'Tr<µlfa<; JA,E 7rUT~p, f.KEtVO<; µEµapTIJpYJKEY 7rEpt Eµov (537 ; cf. 532 818), 

6. The witness of Jesus to Himself. Such self-witness 
in the case of man does not, indeed, carry conviction (531); 

it is only when the Person giving it is conscious of His origin 
in the bosom of Deity that it can fitly be brought forward
Ktiv lyw µapTvpw 7rEpt •µavTOv, aAYJ0~- f.<TTLY .;, µapTvpia µov, OTL 
o!oa 1r60ev ~Mav Kat 7rov v7rayw (814). Such an One alone, when 
speaking of the secrets of the spiritual world, could say o EK 
TOV uvpavov ipxoµEvo<; a U,paKEV K<lL ~KOVCTEV TOVTO p,apTVpEt (332). 

It is for this reason also that the witness of Christ to " the 
Truth" (1837) is of unique significance. Only He could say 
lyw Eip,i o µapTVpwv 7rEpt •µavTov, with the serene confidence of 
Divinity (818). 

7. Lastly, we have the witness of the Spirit. When the 
visible presence of the Christ has been withdrawn, so that 
men can no longer be drawn to Him by His own witness, by 
the compelling attraction of a Divine Personality incarnate in 
human nature, then-o 7rapaKAYJTO<; . • • TO 7rVEvp,a T~<; aAYJ0E{a, 
. . . EKEtvo, p,apTvp~crei 7repl ,p,ov ( 1526 ; cf. Acts 532). 

There is, therefore, if it is profitable so to regard it, a 
presentation of a sevenfold witness in the Fourth Gospel. It 
would, however, be easy so to co-ordinate the various passages 
in which the idea of µapTvp{a emerges that the number might 
be reduced or enlarged; and it is precarious and may be mis
leading to lay stress in this connexion on the number 7.1 

In the First J ohannine Epistle the '' witness " is explicitly 
set out as threefold (1 Jn. 57r.), that of the Spirit, the Water, and 
the Blood; i.e. primarily (1) the Descent of the Spirit upon 
Jesus at His baptism (cf. Jn. 1 33), (2) His visible baptism with 
water, (3) His Passion and Death; and secondarily (1) the 
internal witness of the Spirit which is perpetually testifying of 
Jesus, (2) the baptism by which believers are incorporated in 
Him,2 and (3) the Atonement of His Cross in which they find 

' See p lxxxix above. 1 Cf. Jn. 3•. 



§ iv.] RELATION TO PHILO xciii 

deliverance. Thus the historical witness yields place to the 
moral; the " witness of God " is greater than the " witness of 
man" (1 Jn. 59). The "witness of God" is that God gave 
eternal life to us in Christ (1 Jn. 511 ; cf. Jn. 1i), of which we 
are assured not on historical grounds only, but also on those 
of present spiritual experience-o 1l"UTHVWV Ei~ TOV v1ov TOV 0eov 
£XEL rrJV µ.apTvp{av iv avnii (1 Jn. 510). 

(1v) PHILO AND THE FOURTH GOSPEL 

Philo of Alexandria (b. 20 B.c., d. 49 A.D.) set himself to 
reconcile Hebraism and Hellenism, and to that end his aim 
throughout his voluminous writings was to expound the spiritual 
and philosophical meaning latent in the O.T. literature. His 
influence was far-reaching among Alexandrian Jews, and the 
teaching at Ephesus of the learned Alexandrian Apollos 
(Acts 1824) was probably not carried on without occasional 
reference to Philo and his theological speculations. In any 
case, we should expect to find among educated people at 
Ephesus some acquaintance with Philo's doctrine of the ,\oyo,, 
as well as with his interpretations of Hebrew Scripture. 

A comparison of the thoughts of Philo with those of the 
Fourth Gospel shows that in many instances Philo provides 
useful illustrations of Johannine doctrine, which might be 
expected a priori in so far as both writers deal with similar 
topics. But that there is any literary dependence of the Fourth 
Gospel upon the earlier writer has not been fully proved, 
although there is no reason to doubt that Jn. might have used 
the language of Philo on occasion when it suited his purpose. 

Thus the doctrine that genuine worship must be of the 
spirit appears in Philo, as well as in Jn. 423 (see note). The 
mystical saying that the Son cannot do anything except what 
He sees the Father doing recalls Philo's language about the 
1rpe<r/3vTarn, v16, who imitates the ways of the Father (see on 
519). Philo contrasts the J.ya0o, 1ro,µ.~v with a mere herd, in 
a fashion that is similar to 1011 (where see note). So, too, 
Philo distinguishes the <f,{,\,n of God from His 8ov,\o, (see 
on 1515). Even more noteworthy is Philo's comparison of 
the manna to the Divine Logos, which is the heavenly, in
corruptible food of the soul (see on 634• 35). And the doctrine 
of I Jn. 2 15, "If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in Him," is remarkably like the following: &.µ.~xavov 
<rvvvrrapxnv T7JV ,rpo~ KO<T/LOV &ya.1r17v Tfj ,rpo<; TOV 0eov &ya,r?], w, 
&.JJ-~xavov <TVl'V1l"U.PXELV &,\,\~,\oi- <f,w, KUl <TKOT0<;. 1 

These are close and remarkable Philonic parallels, and 
1 Fragm. ex Joh. Damasc., Sacr. Parall., p. 370 B. 
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they suggest that Jn. was acquainted with Philo's works. 
Some will regard them as establishing a real literary dependence 
of the Fourth Gospel upon Philo, but this cannot be regarded 
as certain. A large number of illustrative passages from Philo 
have been cited in the notes, but they can be used only as 
illustrations, not as sources which the evangelist uses. See on 
15. 9. 16. 38. so. s1 314. 19 410. 42 532 312. 32 n61 146 152. 26 193. 23. 31. 

For Philo's doctrine of the Aoyoc;, see below, p. cxl. 

CHAPTER IV 

THE FOURTH GOSPEL IN ITS RELATION TO THE 
SYNOPTICS 

(i) The Use made by Jn. of the Synoptists. 
(ii) The Chronology of Jn. and of the Synoptists. 

(iii) The Words of Jesus in Jn. and in the Synoptists. 

(I) THE USE MADE BY JN. OF THE SYNOPTISTS. 

AT some p"ints the Fourth Gospel reproduces a more primi
tive tradition of the Ministry of Jesus than is to be found in the 
Synoptists. Jn.'s word for the chosen followers of Jesus is 
p.a071-ra{, which doubtless goes back to the earliest period; he 
does not use the term apostles (see on 2 2 1J16). His account 
of the way in which disciples, both of the inner and outer 
circles, used to address Jesus, has every mark of historical 
truth (see on 1 38 41). Again, Jn.'s allusions to the Baptism of 
Jesus (see on 1 32) seem to go back to a more primitive (and 
probably a better authenticated) tradition than those followed 
in the Synoptic Gospels; and the same may be said of his 
narrative of the Storm on the Lake (see on 6161-). These are 
illustrations of the contemporary authority behind much that 
is recorded in the Fourth Gospel; it is the " Gospel according 
to St. John," relying in many instances on the reminiscences 
of the Beloved Disciple. 

That the Fourth Gospel was written at a time when the 
general Synoptic tradition was familiar to Christians does not 
need proof. To the evangelist, the writer of the book, the 
outline of the Gospel story was already well known, and he 
assumes previous knowledge of it on the part of his readers. 
" The Twelve " are mentioned without any previous indication 
that twelve companions had been specially chosen by Jesus 
(667

; cf. 613). It is for him a sufficient account of Andrew to 
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say that he was the brother of Peter (140), of whom everybody 
knew. Every one knew, again, of the fact that John the 
Baptist had been imprisoned; it is alluded to only as marking 
the time of his ministry near Salim, viz. before his imprison
ment (324). Jn. does not attempt to tell over again the story 
that has already been told to Christian disciples from the 
beginning. He omits much that is present in the Marean 
tradition, e.g. the Transfiguration; or that was found in that 
common source of Mk., Lk., Mt., now generally described as 
Q, e.g. the Temptation, the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord's 
Prayer. In Part I. of the Gospel, at any rate, the scene of 
which is largely laid in Galilee, we might expect to meet with 
publicans, lepers, and demoniacs, or to read of the preaching of 
repentance or forgz·veness, as in the Synoptic Gospels. But 
Jn. introduces none of these people and neither of these topics 
(cf., however, 2023). 

Yet Jn. does not avoid the Synoptic stories altogether. He 
has, e.g., the Cleansing of the Temple 1 (213t.), the Healing of 
the Nobleman's Son (4461-), the Feeding of the Five Thousand 
(6lf-), the Storm on the Lake (6161·), while he treats these and 
other incidents in his own manner. 

All this is self-evident. And since the time of Eusebius, 
at any rate, it has been recognised that Jn. knew the general 
story which we now have in the Synoptists. Eusebius, 2 indeed, 
accepts a tradition of his day that Jn. wrote his Gospel in order 
that he might supply what was lacking in the earlier narratives, 
especially in regard to the beginnings of the ministry of Jesus. 
This does not give us the only or main purpose of the com
position of the Fourth Gospel; but that Jn. wrote with a 
knowledge of what had previously been written about the 
Life of Jesus is, a priori, probable. 

We have now to ask, Had Jn. ever seen the Synoptic Gospels 
in their present form ? Is there any trace of his having used 
Mk., Lk., or Mt. ? Does he reproduce phrases which are 
found in any of the earlier Gospels ? Such questions may be 
approached quite dispassionately. The study of the Synoptic 
problem, which has now been continued for a century, has 
resulted in a general acceptance of the conclusion that both 
Lk. and Mt. used Mk. in addition to a source now lost, which is 
commonly described as Q. The words of Mk. were adopted 
in many insta11ces both by Lk. and by Mt., sometimes without 
change and sometimes with corrections, which in the judgment 
of the later evangelists improved the style or made for accuracy. 

1 Here Jn. seems to have amplified and altered the Marean narra
tive (see notes in loc.). Cf. also p. xxx. 

2 H.E. iii. 24. 7. 
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It is possible that Jn. (i.e. the evangelist, not John the Beloved 
Disciple) may have used the Synoptists in like manner. It 
would have been quite consistent with the literary habits of 
the time if he occasionally borrowed a sentence from his pre
decessors. There will, then, be nothing to surprise if we find 
in Jn. not only traditions which he shared with earlier evangel
ists, as well as with the whole Church of his day, but also traces 
of the actual incorporation in his text of descriptive phrases 
from the Synoptic Gospels, or from their sources. 

It will be convenient to state briefly at this point that the 
conclusions which have been adopted in this commentary 1 

are (a) that Jn. almost certainly uses Mk.; (b) that most 
probably he uses Lk., or perhaps we should say uses Q; and 
(c) that there is no good evidence that he used Mt. at all, or was 
aware of the Matthiean tradition as distinct from that of Mk. 
(see nevertheless 63 164 2017 for passages with some similarity 
to Mt.). It is, indeed, possible that the " Gospel according 
to St. Matthew " is in its present form the latest of the four 
canonical Gospels; but upon this I do not enter here. 

A. COMPARISON OF JN. WITH MK. 

1. The most remarkable agreements in language between 
Jn. and Mk. occur in the narratives of the Anointing at Bethany 
(Jn. 121 -8, Mk. 143-9). These narratives, and also that of Lk. 
736 -49, have been compared and examined in the Additional 
Note on Jn. 121-8• Here we note only the verbal coincidences: 

Jn. l 2 3 ; p:vpov va.poov 7rL<TTLK~<;; 1roAvT{µ,ov reproduces Mk. 
14 3 µ,vpov va.poov 7rLCTTLK~<;; 7rOAVTEAov<;;, the word 7rLCT'TLK~'i 
being both uncommon and obscure. 

Jn. 125 : Ota. T{ TOVTO TO µ,vpov OVK i1rpa011 TptaKOCTlWV 811vap{wv 
Kat io6011 7rTWXOL'i; reproduces Mk. 145 lJOvvaTO yap 
TOVTO TO µ,vpov 1rpa~vai bra.vw OYJvap{wv Tpta,wCT{wv Kat 

8o0~vai Tot, 7rTWXOt<;;. 

Jn. 127 : a.cpe<;; avT~V, lva ei, T~V 'YJJJ-€pav TOV (VTa<pLaCTµ,ov 
µ,ov T'YJP~CTTJ avTo recalls Mk. 146• 8 a.cpET£ av~v· • • • 
1rpol.Aa/3ev µ,vp{CTaL TO CTWJJ-0. µ,ov el, TOV EVTacpLaCTµ,ov. 

Jn. l 2 8 : TOV<;; 7rTWXOV<; yap 71'0.VTOTE <XETE µ.e0' EalJTWV, EJJ-E OE 
ov 71'0,l'TOTE •xeTE reproduces Mk. 147 7r0.VTOTE yap TOV'i 

7rTWXOV<; •XETE µ,e0' EaVTWV • • • EJJ-E 0€ OU 71'(),}'TOTE •xen. 

These verbal coincidences are so close that they cannot 

1 The literature is vast. See Abbott, E.B. ii., s.v. "Gospels," and 
for evidence from vocabulary, Diat. 1665-1874; Bacon, The Fourth 
Gospel, p. 366 f. ; Stanton, The Gospels as Historical Documents, 
iii. p. 214£.; and recently Streeter's admirable study in The Fout' 
Gospels, eh. xiv. 
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reasonably be explained by reference to a common oral tradition 
being the source of the story in Jn. as in Mk. And the care 
with which Jn. has amplified and corrected in the course of 
his narrative certain statements of Mk. (see notes on Jn. 121"8) 

shows that where he follows Mk. verbally, he does so de
liberately. See below. 

2. A second example of the reproduction of Mk'.s words 
by Jn. appears in the story of the cure of the impotent man 
at Bethesda. · 

The command ey(tp( apov 'TOV Kpa/3/3a-rov CTOV Kai 7r(pt7r/J.TU 
(Jn. 58) is repeated from Mk. 29 Eyflpat Kai apov TOV Kpaf3/3a-rov 
<TOV Ka, 7r(pt7r/J.TU. So, too, the result (Mew, l.yeV(TO' vyt~, o 
av0pw7ro,, Kai ~p(v 70V Kpa/3{3arov QVTOV Kat 7r(pmro.ru (Jn. 59) 

recalls Mk. 2 12 ~yep071 Kat (Mvs apas TOV Kpa/3/3aTOV ,t,,>..0(v .,,,. 
-:rpo<T0(v 1raJ1Twv. No doubt the narratives describe two quite dis
tinct incidents; although, on the other hand, it may be contended 
that the words urging the paralytic of Mk. and the impotent 
man of Jn. to make a special effort would probably be similar 
in both instances. Yet, as Streeter points out, 1 Jesus must 
be supposed to have spoken in Aramaic, and that the Greek 
version of what He said in one case should be so close to an 
independent version of what He said in the other (both 
including the vulgar word Kpa/3/3a-roi,, which is not used in the 
parallels Mt. 9, Lk. 5) is unlikely. And there is also a close 
verbal similarity (see on 59) in the reports of the man going 
off immediately carrying his pallet. It is more likely that Jn. 
here avails himself of words used by ·Mk. in describing a some
what similar scene than that these verbal coincidences should 
be accidental. This, be it observed, is not an instance of Jn.'s 
correction of Mk., but of his use of Mk.'s vocabulary. 

3. The Johannine stories of the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand and of the Storm on the Lake (61•21) recall the words 
used in Mk. 630•52 at some points. The detail oiaKou{wv 
071vap{wv aproi, which does not appear in Mt., Lk., is verbally 
identical in Jn. 67, Mk. 637 ; the verb &.va,r{,rniv, used in 
Jn. 610, is also used in Mk. 640, but not in Mt., Lk.; the x6pro, 
of Jn. 610 is reproduced from Mk. 639 (so Mt. 1419), but is not 
in Lk.; the pronouncement l.yw dµi, µ~ cpof3('ia-(h (Jn. 620) 

is identical with Mk. 650 (followed by Mt. 1427). Lk. does 
not tell of the Storm on the Lake. These verbal similarities 
between Jn. and Mk. are the more remarkable by reason of 
the tendency in Jn'.s narrative to correct Mk.'s report at other 
points. 

Thus the sacramental suggestiveness of Jesus lifting up His 
eyes to heaven and breaking the bread in blessing (Mk. 641, 

1 The Four Gospels, p. 1Q8. 

g 
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Mt. 1419, Lk. 916) does not appear in Jn. (see on 611), and the 
omission is probably deliberate. So, too, Jn. avoids the word 
1rAYJpw,,_a (see on 612) which Mk. has at 643• And he retells 
the Marean story of the Storm on the Lake in such a way that 
he removes any suggestion of the miraculous walking on the 
sea (see on 616), while he retains some of Mk.'s words. 

That Jn. knew these Marean narratives, but adopted their 
phraseology only after scrutiny and correction, seems to be 
the most probable explanation. 

4. In regard to the order in which the incidents at the 
Last Supper are narrated, there is remarkable agreement 
between Jn. and Mk., as contrasted with the divergent order 
suggested by Lk. This is discussed in the note on 134• It 
does not follow that Jn. is using the text of Mk. in c. 13, but 
that both adopt the same order of events recommends it as 
most probably historical. 

5. Peter's three denials of his Master are described in Jn., 
as in Mk., as having happened while he was waiting in the 
courtyard of the high priest while the preliminary examination 
of Jesus was proceeding; and both Jn. (1818• 25) and Mk. 
(14M. 67) mention twice that Peter was warming himself 
(0,p,,_aiv6,,_wo,) during his parley with the slaves and the 
police. Perhaps Jn. here follows Mk., while he departs from 
the Marean story in other particulars (see on 1338 1818• 25 • 27). 

When the first examination of Jesus by Pilate has taken place, 
the question /3ov11.w·0, oJv &.1ro11.vuw v,,_'iv Tov /3aui11.l<J. Twv 'Iov&dwv; 
is recorded by Jn. (1839) in words almost identical with those 
of Mk. 159, but not of Mt., Lk. There is thus a probability 
that Jn. 18 goes back at some points to Mk. 14, 15; but this is 
not certain. 

6. The account of the mock coronation of Jesus by Pilate's 
soldiers and of His investment with a purple robe (Jn. 192

) 

is similar in several phrases to the Synoptic narratives, and 
suggests Mt. 2728• 29 and Lk. 2311 as well as Mk. 1517 . But 
having regard to the differences as well as the agreements it 
is not proved that Jn. is conscious either of Mt. or of Lk. at 
this point, while it is probable that he is using the text of Mk. 
(see for details on Jn. 192). 

7. The passage 1227r. shows traces of the language of Mk., 
and in a less degree of Lk. (see notes z·n loc.). It would be rash 
to conclude that Jn. is here reproducing, consciously or uncon
sciously, phrases from the earlier Gospels; for he seems to be 
following an independent tradition as to the words which the 
Synoptists ascribe to Jesus at Gethsemane. But the verbal 
similarities are striking. 

8. The verse 2017 (see note in loc.) seems to indicate the 
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adoption by Jn. of words ascribed to the Risen Lord in Mt. 2810, 

where they were probably derived from the lost conclusion of 
Mk. Jn. here is aware of, but corrects, the Marean tradition. 

B. COMPARISON WITH LK. 

1. A comparison of Jn. 123 (see Additional Note on the 
Anointing at Bethany) with Lk. 738 shows that Jn., for whatever 
reason, tells the story of the anointing at Bethany in terms of 
the Lucan narrative. The words ,t,.,,_at,v rn'i:, 0p,~,v avT,i, Tovs 
1r68as avrov, which are common to both narratives, disclose 
not only a traditional, but a literary, relation between them. 
That Jn. is using words which he derived either from Lk. 
directly, or from Q (the source of Lk.'s narrative), is difficult 
to gainsay. 1 

2. The prediction by Jesus of Peter's denial and of the 
cock-crowing in Jn. 1338 is verbally very close to Lk. 2234, 

while it is conspicuously different from Mk. 1430• But the 
prefatory dp.r1v &p.0v indicates that Jn. knew the text of Mk. 
here (while he corrects it) as well as the text of Lk. See on 1338• 

3. Jn. 1941 EV T,;; K07l"<f /J-l''Y}JLELOV KalVOV, £V i ov0£7r(Jj oi'iods ~l' 

TE0Etp.f.vos recalls Lk. 2J53 J,, p.v0p.an AatEvnp ot! oi'iK ~v ov8d, o-i51rw 
KELJLEvos. That the tomb had not been used before is not 
told by Mk., nor by Mt., who, however, adds the word Ka,voi· 
to Mk.'s statement. The verbal similarity between Lk. and 
Jn. suggests that Jn. is here using Lk., substituting oi'i8'1rw for 
o-i51rw (see on 1941 209). · 

4. Jn. agrees more nearly with Lk. than with Mk., Mt., in 
his account of the Resurrection, both evangelists recording 
appearances of the Risen Lord in Jerusalem (see on 201). The 
mention, e.g., of two angels at the tomb (2012) is another form 
of Lk.'s tradition (Lk. 244). In two other instances (Jn. 
2012- 19- 20), Jn.'s language recalls two passages in Lk.'s text 
(Lk. 2412· 36), which are treated by Hort as "Western non
interpolations," and as inserted by scribes in Lk. from Jn. 2 

It is not certain that Hort's view can be pressed, and it may be 
that Jn. is here correcting and adapting Lucan texts (see on 
205• 19). The relation between Jn. 1247 and the Western text 
of Lk. 955 is not easy to explain, but here, again, Jn. may be 
correcting Lk. 

1 For the relation between Jn. anJ Lk., see Harnack's brief study 
of their vocabulary (Luke the Physician, p. 224 f.). He holds it 
possible, but not certain, that Jn. used Lk. Cf. also Gaussen, ]. T.S., 
July 1908, for words and ideas common to both. 

2 The addition to the text (in 11BCL) of Mt. 2749 is undoubtedly 
derived from Jn. 1934 (where see note). 
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From a survey of these passages, we conclude that, although 
Jn. does not use Lk. as frequently as he uses Mk., he was 
nevertheless acquainted with the Third Gospel as well as with 
the Second. 

C. SAYINGS IN DIFFERENT CONTEXTS IN JN. AND IN 
THE SYNOPTISTS 

Several sayings of Jesus recorded by the Synoptists, whether 
derived from the Marean tradition or from Q, also appear in 
Jn. in a different context. It is probable that many of His 
sayings were repeated by Him more than once. See notes on 
1225 1316· 20 1520· 21 • In none of these cases, however, is the 
form of expression in Jn. identical with that in Mk., Lk., or Mt., 
while the matter of the precept or aphorism or warning remains 
the same. It is possible that eydp,u0, /1.ywµw of 1431 was 
taken from Mk. 1442, where the same words appear. But 
Jn. places them in a somewhat different context, which may 
represent a more accurate tradition than that of Mk. (see on 
1431). In any case, that this brief command is reproduced in 
the same terms by both evangelists is not sufficient to establish 
a literary dependence of Jn. upon Mk. at this point. 

D. THE BAPTIST IN JN. AND IN THE SYNOPTISTS 

The Fourth Gospel, like that of Mk., begins with the pre
liminary ministry of John the Baptist, as ordained i.n the Divine 
counsels to prepare for the greater ministry that was to follow. 
Jn.'s account of the Baptist's proclamation of Jesus, which he 
represents as explicit and unqualified, is marked by vivid 
details derived apparently from a contemporary witness; while 
at the same time the language used reproduces phrases already 
familiar from the Synoptic narratives. 

(a) Jn. describes the Baptist as a man "sent from God" 
(16 ; cf. J28). This is implied in the quotation of Mal. 31 in 
Mk. 1 2 and Q (Mt. u 10, Lk. 727). Mk. 1 2 was probably 
present to the writer of Jn. 16 ; or we may say that Mal. 31 was 
a familiar text from its presence in Christian testz'monz'a. 

(b) To the Baptist is applied Is. 403 by Mk., Mt., Lk., but 
Jn. 1 23 represents him as claiming the prophecy for one of 
himself. 

(c) Jn.'s proclamation of the Coming One is found in 
similar, but not identical, terms in Jn., Mk., Mt., Lk. 

Jn. 1 15• 30 : 0 07rt<TW µov '-PX.DJJ,EVO', ,µ1rpouliev µou yeyonv, Ort 
~ , ? 

7r/>WTO', µov 7JV, 

Jn. 1 27 : 0 lnrlcrw µ,ov fpxDµevor;, oV oVK £iµ,l lyW clttoi iva Al~crw 

aVToV T01, iµCl.vTa ToV V1roCJ~p,aTot;. 
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Mk. 17 : £PX£Tai O lCTxvp6np6<; µov lnrlCTw µov, 0~ olJI( €iJJ,i 
i.KavO'i KV1f,a'i A.Vcrat.. T0v iµ&.vTa TWv V-rroO'r]µ.0.Twv aVroV. 

Mt. 311 : 0 0{ lnr[CTw JJ,OV lpxDJL€VO<; lCTxvp6up6, JJ,OV f.CTT[v, 
0~ oliK Eiµ,l lKavO'i Ta inroS~µaTa {3arrr0.crai. 

Lk 16 JI ~' C ' I 
I f" , ' ' t ' \ "" . ~ ,= £fX£Tai~ 0£ .° tCTXVP~T£po<; ,P.o"!!_, ov ovK €tp.t tKavo<; ,u·CTat 

TOY tJJ,aVTa TWV v1roO'l'Jp.aTWV avTov. 
Cf. Acts 1325 : £PX£Tat JJ,£T° lµ'i. o~ ovK £iµ), tfho, To v1r60'l'Jp.a 

TWV -n:oowv AvCTai. 
It is clear that Jn. 1 15 (see note) puts into fresh words the 

Synoptic phrase o iCTxvp6up6, JJ,ov, which is also found in 
Justin (Tryph. 49, 88). Jn. has oho, for the Synopti~ iKaJ16~, 
but Mw, is the adj. used in Acts 1325 (see note on Jn. 1 27). 

Mk. is alone in adding ,cvtf,a,, stooping down to unloose the 
thong of the sandal. Mt. has the different image of carrying 
the sandals or shoes (see on Jn. 1 27), but it is remarkable that 
Justin (Tryph. 49, 88) also has (3aCTTa.CTai for AvCTai. Jn. 
characteristically adds lyw for emphasis before Mw,. Also 
iva AvCTw is the constr. with iva which he favours rather than 
AvCTai (see on Jn. 17). He agrees with Mk., Lk. in the constr. .. , ~ 

OV • •• UVTOV. 

When these variations are examined, it becomes doubtful 
whether it can be claimed that Jn. here follows Mk. rather 
than Lk. Perhaps the true inference is that Jn. and Mk. are 
following Q at this point, as was suggested by Salmon.1 

(d) Jn. differs from the Synoptists in some details as to 
the Baptism of Jesus; e.g. he omits any mention of the heavens 
being opened, or of the Voice from heaven (see on 1228). In 
particular, the sight of the dove descending on Jesus at His 
baptism is, for Jn., no spiritual vision seen only by Jesus 
(cf. Mk. 1 10), but was perceived by the Baptist with his bodily. 
eyes (see on 1 32), and was acclaimed by him as a Divine sign 
that Jesus was the expected Messiah. This was the beginning 
and the foundation of that " witness " of the Baptist on which 
stress is laid throughout the Gospel (cf. 1041). 2 

(e) Neither in Mk. nor Lk. is it expressly stated that the 
Baptist recognised Jesus as the Messiah, when He presented 
Himself for baptism, although this is indicated in Mt. 314• 

And the clearness of,the Baptist's perception that Jesus was 
the Coming One, as indicated by Jn. (1 26• 29• 33), has been thought 
by some to be inconsistent with the Synoptic presentation of 
John's ministry, and in particular with John's hesitation as to 
the Messiahship of Jesus at a later stage, which was described 
in Q (Mt. 1121·, Lk. i 9). Such hesitation is, however, not 
incompatible with a previous outburst of enthusiastic con
viction, as every student of psychology will recognise. And, 

1 Human Element in the Gospels, p. 52. 2 Cf. p. xci. 
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apart from such considerations, the Synoptic tradition of the 
discomfiture of the ecclesiastical authorities by the simple 
question, "The baptism of John, was it from heaven?" 
(Mk. u 30, Lk. 205, Mt. 21 25) proves decisively that the Baptist 
had definitely proclaimed Jesus as the Expected One. '' Why 
then did ye not believe him?" There would have been no 
force in this retort, if it had not been common knowledge that 
the witness of the Baptist to the Divine authority of Jesus had 
been express.1 It is exactly this which Jn. 1 26f. implies, as 
also Mt. 314, although it is not stated explicitly in Mk. 1 or 
Lk. 3. The announcement of the Baptist's conviction in the 
startling words, " Behold the Lamb of God," probably marks 
a later rendering of the Christian doctrine of Redemption (see 
on 1 29); but for the fact that the Baptist recognised in Jesus 
the expected Christ, the Synoptists are (implicitly) witnesses 
as well as Jn. 

(n) THE CHRONOLOGY OF JN. AND OF THE SYNOPTISTS 

The Fourth Gospel seems to have been constructed on a 
rough chronological plan more precise than appears in the 
Synoptists. Jn. does not attempt to tell the Life of Jesus in 
full; and he warns his readers about this (21 25). He only 
describes selected incidents: perhaps because they have a special 
bearing on his chosen thesis (2031); perhaps too because of 
these he is able to write with special authority, or can correct 
what has been written by earlier evangelists. 

There is no such thing as a chronological scheme, properly 
speaking, in the Synoptic Gospels, although Lk. (11) recognises 
the value of orderly presentation of facts (cf. also Lk. 31· 2). But 
Jn. likes to tell of things in historical sequence. His report 
of the opening week of the public ministry of Jesus distin
guishes five distinct days at least on which something happened 
( cf. 1 29 • 39• 43 21, and see on 119). _ "The morrow" (622 1212), "six 
days" (121), "two days" (443 II6), "four days" (1117), "not 
many days " (212), " after eight days " (2026) exhibit not only 
his anxiety to mark the sequence of events, but the confidence 
with which he indicates their order. Jn. is especially careful 
to mention the visits of Jesus to Jerusalem for the national 
feasts; and his statements on this head, which are character
istic of the Fourth Gospel, must be examined both in regard to 
their precision and their intrinsic probability. 

I. The three great festivals of the Jews were Passover, 
Pentecost, and Tabernacles. All male Jews above the age of 
twelve years were under obligation to attend these at Jerusalem; 

1 See, for this, J. 0. F. Murray in Expository Times, Dec. 1925, 
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and it would have been out of keeping with a reputation for 
piety for any one to absent himself. There was no similar 
obligation to be present at the Feast of the Dedication or the 
Feast of Purim, although even at these Jews were accustomed 
to assemble from all quarters. According to Jn., Jesus 
followed the national custom as to the attendance at feasts, 
of which the following are mentioned: 

(1) The Passover of the year 27 (213). This was held 
at the beginning of the sacred year, about the time 
of the spring equinox, on 14th Nisan. 

(2) The Passover of the year 28 (51), which is mentioned 
as near at hand in the earlier passage (64). (See 
above, p. xvii, on the transposition of cc. 5 and 6). 

(3) The Feast of Tabernacles of the same year, i.e. 
28 A.D. (72). This was the most important of all the 
national festivals, and began on 15 Tishri (about the 
month of October). Jn. takes special note of what 
Jesus said on the last day of this feast (737), as well as 
during the middle of the celebration (i4). 

(4) The Feast of Dedz"cation of the same year, i.e. 25 
Chislev (December, 28 A.D.). This was attended by 
Jesus (see 1022). 

(5) The Passover of the year 29 A.D., at the time of the 
Passion (u55 121). 

These records, if the order of the traditional text is trust
worthy, prove that the public minis~ry of Jesus extended over 
at least two years, and there is nothing intrinsically improbable 
in this. But it has been thought by some that so long a period 
of ministry is inconsistent with the report of the Synoptists, 
who tell only of one Passover, and from whose records the 
prim a f acz"e inference would be that Jesus was crucified at 
the Passover season which followed His baptism. This would 
involve that the public ministry of Jesus lasted for one year 
only. 

I have suggested elsewhere the possibility that the Cleansing 
of the Temple is misplaced in the ordinary text of Jn. (see on 
2 13• 23 31). If we could take it in connexion with the last visit 
of Jesus to Jerusalem, as the Synoptists do, then the J ohannine 
narrative does not involve a longer ministry than something 
more than one year, viz. the whole year described in Part II., 
and as many months as are necessary for the incidents of 
Part 1.1 Them would, in that case, be no chronological in
consistency between the Synoptists and an original text of 
Jn., which placed c. 2 131· somewhere after 1218. But, taking 

1 This is the period expressly assigned to the ministry by Origen: 
iv,avrliv 'Yap ,rov Kal µfjvas o~i'Yovs ioiaa~•v (Ph1local. i. 5). 



civ RELATION TO THE SYNOPTISTS [Ch. IV. 

the text of Jn. as we have printed it, the ministry of Jesus lasted 
for more than two years, which is not suggested by the Synop
tists, who do not mention explicitly the visits of Jesus to J eru
salem for the purpose of keeping the national feasts. 

In connexion with this omission in the Synoptic narratives, 
we must bear in mind their character and structure. None of 
them professes to give a complete account of the public 
ministry. Mk., which is the oldest of them, is a record of the 
Galihean ministry only, until the last scenes. Mt. and Lk. 
are based partly on this, and partly on a collection of discourses 
of Jesus, which contained also a few notable incidents. None 
of them aims at telling the story in complete detail or in exact 
sequence. It is unreasonable to assert th_at events undescribed 
by them could not have happened. Positive evidence is 
always more weighty than a mere argumentum e szlentz'o, and 
hence, unless the Synoptic accounts definitely contradict what 
Jn. tells about the visits of Jesus to Jerusalem for the feasts, 
the latter must be allowed to stand. No such contradiction 
can be alleged. 

According to Lk. (241), it was the habit of the family at 
Nazareth to go up to Jerusalem" every year" for the Passover, 
as all pious Jews were accustomed to do. We cannot doubt 
that, during the thirty years of preparation for His work, Jesus 
did the same. It is difficult to believe that, even if His public 
ministry lasted but for one year, He would have abstained 
from going up to Jerusalem in that year for Pentecost, or for 
the Feast of Tabernacles, which was the greatest of the re
ligious celebrations. Such an attitude would have shocked the 
piety of His disciples, and would naturally have provoked 
the charge of carelessness in observation of the Law. Yet 
there is no hint anywhere that it was one of the counts in His 
indictment by the priests, that He neglected to attend the 
national festivals. His opponents were quick to point to the 
freedom with which He treated. the laws about the Sabbath; 
it would have been an additional breach of law and tradition, 
which the people would have viewed with grave suspicion, 
could He have been accused of disregarding the obligation to 
attend the Feast of Tabernacles. That the Synoptists make 
no mention of such an accusation indicates that none such 
was made-that it is probable, therefore, that it could not 
have been made with truth-and hence that their narratives 
are not inconsistent with visits to Jerusalem paid by Jesus 
during the period of which they treat. But if one such visit be 
admitted, there is nothing to prevent the acceptance of several, 
such as Jn. records, and hence of the extension of the public 
ministry of Jesus over a longer period than one year. 



§ ii.] CHRONOLOGY OF JN. CV 

Moreover, when we remember what Jesus conceived His 
mission to be, even if we limit ourselves to what the Synoptists 
tell of Him, it is difficult to suppose that He made no effort to 
appeal in person to Jerusalem, the home of the national religion 
and the central seat of its authority, until the last week of His 
life on earth. Unless Jerusalem were approached, His mission 
as the Messiah of the Jews would be incompletely fulfilled. 
It is, on the other hand, entirely in agreement with what we 
should have expected from One who claimed to be the Fulfiller 
of the Law (Mt. 517), that He should, again and again, have 
endeavoured to gain the allegiance of the citizens of Jerusalem, 
as is indicated in the report of J n.1 ' 

One positive piece of evidence is supplied by the Synoptists 
themselves in corroboration of this conclusion. The source 
called Q, from which both the First and the Third Gospels 
have taken large part of their material, places in the mouth of 
Jesus a lament over the obduracy of Jerusalem, in the face of 
frequent appeals. "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem ... how often 
would I have gathered thy children together ... and ye 
would not" (ovK ~0£A~a-an, Mt. 2337

, Lk. 1334). Mt. and Lk. 
do not agree as to the occasion on which these words were 
spoken; but, whenever spoken, they point back to previous 
ministries of exhortation and warning. They are not suffi
ciently explained by a reference to mere aspirations such as 
Jesus may have felt on visits to Jerusalem before His public 
ministry had begun; 2 they seem. to imply definite appeals 
which were rejected by those to whom they were addressed. 
And of these the J ohannine record provides adequate illustra
tion, Jn. 1234·36· 44•50 corresponding to the lament preserved 

in Q. 'd f r J 1 · · · b Further ev1 ence o ,ormer erusa em mm1stnes may e 
found in such passages as Lk. 1930r. 228f., which show that 
Jesus, on the occasion of His last visit, was already known to 
persons dwelling in or near the capital. The owners of the 
ass, riding on which He made His triumphal entry, did not 
demur when the animal was borrowed ; o Kvpw, avTov x,pdav 
•xn was sufficient excuse. And the master of the house 
where the Last Supper was eaten received Jesus as a welcome 
guest. Yet, as Drummond urges, 3 these acquaintanceships 
or friendships may have been formed during earlier visits to 
Jerusalem which were not associated with any public teaching, 

1 The mention of the Temple in Mt. 46 Lk. 49 suggests an agony of 
Temptation occasioned by a visit to Jerusalem. 

2 This is the explanation of Drummond, Character and Authorship 
of the Fourth Gospel, p. 45. 

3 Loe. cit. 
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and it would be precarious to build an edifice of theory upon 
them. But the use in the passages cited (from Lk.) of the 
titles b Kvpw, and o 8,lla,J"KaAo, suggests that these Jewish 
acquaintances of Jesus were accustomed to speak of Him thus, 
and such a designation marks the relation of a master to his 
disciples (see on 1313). They were not mere acquaintances and 
well-wishers; they were among those who recognised that 
He claimed at least to be a Rabbi and an authoritative Teacher. 
And this brings us round again to the conclusion that this 
claim had been made by Him before at Jerusalem as well as in 
Galilee. Thus the J ohannine account of several ministerial 
visits to Jerusalem on the part of Jesus is corroborated by 
several Synoptic touches. And this confirms the view that the 
length of the ministry of Jesus is more accurately indicated 
by Jn. than by the Synoptists. 

2. The discrepancy between Jn. and the Synoptists as 
to the actual date of the Last Supper and consequently of the 
Crucifixion has been the subject of much discussion. The 
Synoptists treat the Last Supper as the Paschal Feast. Jn., 
on the other hand, does not represent it as a Paschal meal, 
holding that the Passover was celebrated on the day after the 
Supper, and that Jesus died on the cross at the time that the 
Paschal lambs were being killed. 

The account of Jn. is without ambiguity. At the Supper 
some present thought that Judas departed in order to buy 
some things for the Feast, which had therefore not yet been 
celebrated (1329). The eating of the Passover was still to 
come when, on the morning after the Supper, the priests 
refused to enter the Pnetorium lest they should contract cere
monial defilement (1828). When Jesus died on the cross, the 
soldiers did not break His legs, the O.T. precept that the bones 
of the Paschal Lamb should not be broken being thus fulfilled, 
in the view of Jn. (1936). Paul, it is to be observed, took the 
same view of the death of Jesus as that of the true Paschal Lamb 
(1 Cor. 57• 8), this being the earliest tradition on the subject 
that is extant.1 See also on 1914• 31- 42. 

When we speak of the Synoptic tradition about the date, 
we must remember that it ultimately rests on Mk., from whom 
Mt. and Lk. take the framework of their narratives of the 
Passion. As Burkitt points out, in regard to this matter, we 

1 So Justin regards the Paschal Lamb as a <1'6µf3aXov of Christ 
(Tryph. 40); and Iremeus is explicit as to the Crucifixion being on the 
actual day of the Passover : " in eadem ipsa, quae ante tantum 
temporis a Moyse praedicata est, passus est dominus adimplens pascha" 
(iv. ro. I}. Earlier still, Pseudo-Peter follows the Johannine tradi
tion (Gospel of Peter, § 3). See above, p. xlix, on the Quartodeciman 
practice. 
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are not dealing with a consensus of three independent authori
ties.1 There is no doubt that Lk. (2213) and Mt. (2619) follow 
Mk. (1416), when they all say of the preparations for the Last 
Supper, "they made ready the Passover." Mk. 1412 intro
duces this by recording, '' On the first day of unleavened bread, 
when they sacrificed the Passover," the disciples asked Jesus 
where were they to prepare for the Feast. That they came into 
Jerusalem from Bethany for the supper is quite consistent with 
a regulation that the Passover was to be eaten in the city area 
(cf. Deut. 125); but this is no proof. Nor is the fact that they 
sang a hymn (Mk. 1426) after supper any proof that this was 
the Paschal H allel. Indeed, there are some difficulties in the 
Synoptic narratives as they stand. According to Mk. 14 2, 

the Sanhedrim had decided not to arrest Jesus during the 
Paschal Feast, and yet they actually did so (Mk. 1443). The 
carrying of arms during the Feast was, at any rate, unlawful, 
although perhaps the disciples would not have refrained from 
this in the circumstances (Lk. 2238, Mk. 1447 ; see on Jn. 1816). 

To hold a formal trial before the high priest on the Feast day 
would, again, be unlawful (Mk. 1453). And the purchase of a 
linen cloth (Mk. 1546), and the preparation of spices and oint
ments (Lk. 2356) during such a Festival, would be strange, if 
not forbidden. Finally, the language of Lk. 2215 (even though 
Lk. regards the Supper as the Passover Feast) implies that, 
although Jesus eagerly desired to celebrate one more Passover 
with His disciples, yet in fact He di<;l not do so. 

These considerations indicate that the J ohannine tradition 
as to the occasion of the Last Supper and the day of the Cruci
fixion is preferable to that of the Synoptists, who are not 
consistent with themselves. That the Johannine reckoning 
seems to have been adopted in the second century by the 
Quartodecimans is a further consideration. 2 

The attempts which have been made to harmonise the two 
divergent traditions by identifying the Last Supper with the 
Chagigah or the Kz'ddusch, 3 or by amending the text of Mt. 
2617 4 with Chwolson, are not convincing. It emerges from 
the discussion that Jn.'s chronology must not be treated as 
inferior to that of the earlier Gospels; and that as to the 
date of the Crucifixion he is more probably right than they. 
So also as to the hour of the Crucifixion, placed by Jn. at 

1 J.T.S., April 1916, p. 292, a valuable article; cf. also J.T.S., 
July 1908, p. 569. 

•Seep. xlix above. 
3 See G. H. Box, ].T.S., 1902, p. 357; and cf. Burkitt, J.T.S., 

c916, p. 294. 
'See references in Moffatt, Introd. to N. T., p. 545. 
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noon, which is more probable than Mk.'s i!,pa rptr'YJ (see on 
Jn. 1914). 

Reasons have been given in the notes on 2 13• 23 (see also 
p. xxx) for preferring, on the contrary, the Marean tradition 
that the Cleansing of the Temple took place during the last 
week of our Lord's ministry at Jerusalem, to accepting the early 
date assigned to it in the traditional text of Jn. It may be 
added that Tatian in hisDiatessaron removes both the Cleansing 
of the Temple and the Nicodemus incident from the beginning 
of the ministry of Jesus. Tatian adopts the following order of 
events and discourses: the Parable of the Pounds, the Cleansing 
of the Temple, the Parable of the Pharisee and Publican, the 
Cursing of the Fig Tree, the Conversation with Nicodemus, 
the Discovery that the fig tree has withered away. He does 
not place these events in the last week of the ministry of Jesus 
(for he puts the Triumphal Entry a good deal later), but he 
treats them as happening at Jerusalem on His last visit but one 
to that city. 

3. In connexion with Jn.'s notes of time, his use of the 
expressions p,Era rovro and p,Era ravra should be noticed. 

p,Era rovro, which is not found in the Synoptists, appears 
four times in Jn. (212 rr7• 11 1928), and always implie~ that 
only a short interval of time has elapsed. 

p,Era ,,-avra is not so precise; it is used at 514 137 1938 as 
equivalent to " subsequently " or " afterwards.'' 1 

It is used in an even looser way in the Apocalypse (Rev. 41 

?9 15' 181 191) to introduce a new vision, and in the Fourth 
Gospel to introduce a new section of the narrative (322 61 51 71 

211), the idea of causal or immediate sequence not being present 
at all. It would seem that in 322 61 51 71 wra ravra merely 
indicates the beginning of a new set of reminiscences of the 
aged " witness " behind the Gospel, which were taken down 
from his dictation by the evangelist who subsequently put 
the whole in shape. In these passages p,Era ravra is not 
strictly chronological. 

(m) THE WORDS OF JESUS IN JN. AND IN THE 
SYNOPTISTS 

The contrast between the words of Jesus as found in the 
Synoptists and in the Fourth Gospel respectively has been 
observed even by superficial readers. Differences in the various 
books might have been anticipated. Perhaps the first collection 

1 It is used thus in Lk. 5zi ro1 (Mk.] 1612, Rev. 912, not appearing 
in Mt. or Mk. ; in the LXX (as at Lk. 12' 17" 18', Acts 1320 r81) it 
generally connotes strict sequence. 
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of Jesus' sayings was that included in the documentary source 
behind all the Gospels which critics designate as Q. This 
doubtless contained some stories of what Jesus did, but it 
was mainly concerned with what He said, especially with the 
parables, which were so characteristic of His method of teaching, 
and the terse, pointed epigrams which arrested the attention of 
all who heard Him. Then we have the Marean Gospel, re
presenting in the main the Galil::ean tradition of the Ministry, 
said by Pa:pias and Iren::eus to depend on the recollections of 
Peter.1 Mt. and Lk. use both of these sources, with others. 
Jn. was later in date than Q or Mk. or Lk., all of which sources 
he had probably read, but he depends mainly, for his facts, on 
the reminiscences of the apostle John, then in his old age. It 
is not the purpose of Jn. to retell the story of the Ministry, as 
it was told by Mk. and Lk., but to tell it from a new point of 
view. The story of Jesus is being misunderstood and in 
some ways perverted by Gnostic Christians. Jn. not only 
relies for his new narrative on the sole survivor of the apostles, 
but he selects for special record such facts and sayings as seem 
to him to need restatement, or which have hitherto remained 
unwritten. The authority for his facts is not mere vague 
tradition, but the '' witness " of the Beloved Disciple himself. 
The purpose of the Fourth Gospel is not to set down all that 
the writer has learnt about his theme; but to tell what may 
persuade Christian disciples of the truth of his great thesis 
that Jesus is the Son of God, in whose Name they, believing, 
may find life (2031). Jn. is not only an historian: he is an inter
preter of history. And, moreover, he himself was one of the 
first disciples, although not of the inner circle ; 2 he had heard 
Jesus speak, and he knew how He was accustomed to speak, 
when in controversy with Jewish opponents, no less than in His 
discourse with simple people. 

In books, then, which came into being under such different 
conditions, we should expect differences in the several reports 
of the discourses of Jesus. Further, we need not be surprised 
if there are also differences of arrangement and of style, corre
sponding to the temperament, education, design, and authority 
of the several writers. We are presented, moreover, with dis
courses, now expository, now argumentative; now exoteric 
for the public, now esoteric for the most intimate disciples of 
the Speaker; now addressed to Galil::ean peasants, now to the 
Rabbis of Jerusalem. That there is a wide difference between 
the sayings collected in either version of the Sermon on the 
Mount (Mt. and Lk.) and the subtle arguments of Jn. 5, 8, 9, 
and again the sacred farewells of cc. 14, 15, 16, is obvious. But 

1 Eus. H.E. iii. 39. 15, v. 8. 2. 2 Cf. p. xlvii. 
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if such differences were not apparent, we should have to con
clude that some of the reports were unduly coloured. 

We pass on to some comparisons in detail of the Synoptic 
reports and those in Jn. of the sayings of Jesus; and we 
find that some of the similarities are quite as striking as the 
differences. 

1. Naturally, all accounts record the authority with which 
Jesus spoke. It astonished the people in the synagogue at 
Capernaum (Mk. 1 22 62), as it astonished the Sanhedrim 
police at Jerusalem who had been so overawed that they did 
not arrest Him (Jn. J4 6). It was the same tone as that which 
He used to Pilate (Jn. 1837). 

2. " Brief and concise," says Justin Martyr, "were His 
sayings, for He was no sophist." 1 Justin is referring to those 
terse, short sentences of which the Synoptic Gospels are full; 
other examples of which have been preserved in non-canonical 
sayings, some cited by the early Fathers, others only discovered 
in papyrus collections in our own time. It should be remem
bered that these telling aphorisms are exactly the kind of saying 
that would become traditional at once, would pass from mouth 
to mouth, and would be incorporated in a document such as Q. 
Paradoxes have been called the '' burrs " of literature, because 
they " stick "; and one of our Lord's methods was to teach by 
paradoxes. Mk. 2 17• 27 425 1025 are examples of sayings which 
provoke the attention and so make men think. Of such sayings 
Jn. mentions some which the Synoptists also have, e.g. Jn. 
1225 (the most famous of all) and 1320• In addition, he has 
preserved some which are not found elsewhere, e.g. '' My 
meat is to do the will of Him that sent me" (Jn. 434); "Work 
not for the meat which perisheth, but for the meat which 
abideth unto eternal life" (627); and "Greater love bath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for hi,s friends " 
(1513); cf. also 1224. These are all addressed to inquirers and 
disciples, and are of a type with which the Synoptic Gospels 
have made us already familiar. So, too, the beautiful illus
tration of the woman in travail (1621) recalls the manner of 
the speech of Jesus in the Synoptists. 

3. It is common both to the Synoptic and to the Johannine 
tradition that while Jesus spoke in parable or mystery to out
siders (Mk. 434, Jn. 106) He was accustomed to explain His 
meaning more fully to His disciples (Mk. 434 J17, Jn. 1625• 29). 

Yet even they did not quite understand His words (Mk. 932, 

Jn. 1629); always there was a certain aloofness in His bearing, 
and despite His tender affection for His near friends they were 
afraid of questioning Him too far (Mk. 932 1032, Jn. 2 4). This 

1 Apol. i. 14. 
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becomes even more apparent in the post-Resurrection narra
tives, but it is present throughout the ministry in its early 
stages. 

4. A feature of the discourses of Jesus in Part I. of the 
Fourth Gospel must now be examined, because it di5closes a 
similarity to some of His speeches in the Synoptists which 
has often been overlooked. Some critics have rightly called 
attention to the form in which the discourses in cc. 3, 4, 6 are 
cast, and which has been called their" schematism." A saying 
of deep import is uttered by Jesus; His hearers misunderstand 
it, after a fashion that see_ms stupid; and then He repeats the 
saying in a slightly different form before He explains it and 
draws out its lesson. At least six instances of this may be 
noticed in Jn. : 

(a) Jesus says, " Except a man be born from above, he 
cannot see the Kingdom of God " (33); Nicodemus asks, 
" How can a man be born when he is old? " (34); and then Jesus 
repeats the saying in the form: " Except a man be born of 
[water and] the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
God" (35), explaining it further in vv. 6, 7, 8. Nicodemus does 
not understand all at once (39). 

(b) Jesus tells the Woman of Samaria that if she had asked 
Him, He would have given her "living water" (416). The 
woman is puzzled. How could He provide spring water, 
when there is no other well but the old well of Jacob, and He 
has no bucket to draw with (411• 12)? Jesus repeats that He 
can give '' water " which shall become in the heart of the 
recipient a well of water springing up unto eternal life (413• 14). 

The woman does not understand all at once (415). 

(c) Jesus says to His attendant disciples, " I have meat to 
eat that ye know not " (432). They think that He speaks of 
ordinary food (433). He explains that His meat is to do the 
Father's will (434f). 

(d) Jesus says to the multitudes who had been fed, "Work 
not for the meat which perisheth, but for the meat which 
abideth unto eternal life " (627). They think He is referring 
to manna, and they ask Him to produce it (631• 34). Jesus tells 
them that He is Himself the Bread of Life (635), and explains 
that those who come to Him shall never hunger (vv. 36-40). 
The hearers are not satisfied (641). 

(e) Jesus says again, " I am the Bread which came down 
from heaven" (641). The inquirers ask how could that be, 
since they know His father and mother (642). He explains 
again, and repeats, "I am the Bread of Life." 

(f) Jesus utters another, even harder, saying, " The Bread 
which I will give is My Flesh" (651). The puzzled questioners 
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ask, " How can this man give us His Flesh to eat ? " (652). 

Jesus says again, " Except you eat the Flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you" (653), and 
then He expands and explains. Upon this many would-be 
disciples leave Him (660). 

Thus the Discourses of Jesus, with Nicodemus about the 
New Birth (33 -14), with the woman of Samaria about the Living 
Water (410-15), with the disciples about the spiritual nourish
ment which sustains Him (432 - 34t.), together with the three 
connected, but distinct, sections of the Discourse about the 
Bread of Life (627-4°, 4i-5ia. 5lb-58), all follow similar paths. But 
these similarities do not by any means prove that the discourses 
are constructed thus by the evangelist, without any historical 
tradition behind them. 1 

It is a remarkable circumstance that discourses such as 
those in cc. 3, 4, 6 do not occur anywhere in Part II. of the 
Gospel. Cc. 5, 7-12 are full of the discourses of Jesus, but 
Jn. does not report them on the lines of those which have been 
cited, viz. Saying of Jesus ; Misunderstanding of it ; Saying 
repeated, expanded, and explained. If the method or plan of 
the discourses indicated in Part I. is entirely the invention of 
the evangelist, adopted monotonously to bring out the nature 
of the teaching which he ascribes to Jesus, how is it that no 
trace of this method is found in Part II. ? 

The fact is that the discourses in Part I. of the Fourth 
Gospel are not reported as polemical arguments ; they were 
addressed to sincere inquirers and well-wishers who were seek
ing discipleship. We have already seen (p. xxxiii) that Part I. 
is a record of the early welcome which the teaching of Jesus 
received, mainly in Galilee, but also in a lesser degree in 
Jerusalem. That is, it deals with situations similar to those 
described in the Synoptic Gospels, and specially in Mk. And, 
accordingly, the method which Jesus used in teaching as set 
out in Part I. of Jn. is indicated also in the Synoptic narratives. 
It is the method of paradox (to arrest the attention of the 
hearer), followed (after the hearer has shown himself puzzled 
and therefore curious) by an explanation. In this, it resembles 
the method of teaching by parables. 

Thus at Mk. i 5 - 23, Jesus puzzles the disciples by saying: 
'' Nothing from without the man, going into him, can defile 
him; but the things which proceed out of the man are those 
that can defile him." The disciples see that this is a " parable," 

1 For this view see Jiilicher, Introd., p. 392 ; and for an even more 
extravagant inference cf. Loisy (on Jn. 32 ), who says that the Nico
demus discourse was constructed at first " comme po~me didactique 
1mr la regeneration spirituelle que procure le Fils." 
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but they do not understand. Jesus then repeats the saying 
and explains it. Again, at Mk. 31o-2o Jesus says to His disciples, 
" Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees." The disciples are 
dull enough to think He is speaking about some kind of bread. 
He explains with a rebuke what He means, and repeats His 
precept again (cf. Mt. 1611). This is similar to the method by 
which Nicodemus was taught. 

In short, the plan on which the teaching of Jesus to in
quirers and disciples was fashioned, according to the Synoptists, 
recalls at several points the discourses addressed to such hearers 
according to the J ohannine report of them in Part I. of the 
Fourth Gospel. The parallels to Jesus' method of argument 
with hostile critics in the last week of His public ministry as 
recorded by the Synoptists are found, on the other hand, in 
Part II. of Jn. 

5. The form of the polemic against Jewish objectors in 
Part II. of the Fourth Gospel has disconcerted some readers 
as savouring of Rabbinical subtlety, 1 rather than of what 
is thought to be evangelical simplicity. In particular, the 
Rabbinical arguments at Jn. 722r. 817 1034 (where see notes) 
do not appeal directly to a modern mind as very convincing or 
on a lofty plane of thought. But if Jn. 722r. be only an argu
mentum ad hominem, the same might be said of the puzzling 
query, "The baptism of John, was it from heaven or from 
men?" (Mk. II 30). Neither argument did more than exhibit 
the inconsistency of the Pharisees, and this is not the highest 
type of reasoning as we understand it: Or, again, the argument 
in Mk. 323r. which begins, " How can Satan cast out Satan?'' 
is rather satire than close reasoning. " It is not logically 
convincing, since Satan might very well sacrifice some of his 
subordinates for the sake of a greater victory, and it reaches a 
conclusion which is true from premises, those of the scribes, 
which are false or shaky." 2 The truth is, that the polemic 
which Jn. records in cc. 7, 8, 10 is not dissimilar from the kind of 
argument which is represented by Mk. as being used against 
similar opponents, viz. the scribes and Pharisees. Such 
opponents had to be met with their own methods of argument, 
and this is brought out by the Synoptists as well as by Jn., 
although they are so much less familiar with the story of the 
rejection of Jesus at Jerusalem than he is. The kind of argu
ment against the Pharisees reproduced in Part II. of the Gospel 
is not recorded by Jn. with the view of convincing Greek 
readers. It is included by the evangelist to bring out the 
profundity of the thoughts of Jesus, who even while He had 
to dispute with the Rabbis as to the validity of His claims knew 

1 See p. lxxxii above. 2 A. Menzies, The Earliest Gospel, p. 101, 

h 
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that nothing could really be set against the tremendous 
pronouncement, "I am He that beareth witness of Myself" 
(818). 1 And, as has been noticed above, the faithfulness with 
which these controversies have been recorded 2 is illus
trated by the very feature which the modern mind is apt to 
repudiate. It is not to be overlooked, moreover, that in 
these reports the commentary of the evangelist cannot always 
be distinguished from the sayings of Jesus which he has set 
down.3 

6. The Discourses of Farewell (cc. 15, 16, 1331 •38 14) stand 
alone, and are not strictly comparable with any other sayings 
in the Gospels. They are not like the parables or sermons to 
the multitudes which the Synoptists preserve; nor do they 
recall the arguments by which (either in the Synoptists or in 
Jn.) Jesus strove with those who rejected His claims. They 
were for his faithful and sorrowing friends, and spoke of 
them in particular and their future needs and duties. "I go" 
is behind every word (165• 7• 28 1336 142). There are precepts 
of life, both practical, "bear fruit" (15 2• 8• 16), and mystical, 
"Abide in me" (154-10), for to observe this last is to be en
abled to obey the other. There are warnings (1518-25 161-3); 

promises (1526f. 1614 1426) ; consolations (141• 27); counsels 
and assurances of love (1512• 13• 17 1334• 35). These sayings are 
unique, because as the circumstances were unique, the Speaker 
is unique. And this is also true of the Last Prayer (see on 1J1). 
We cannot expect to find literary parallels to utterances such 
as these. They are not the invention of good disciples, even 
though they were men of high spiritual genius. The record 
of these sacred words is a record of faithful memories, quickened, 
we need not hesitate to say, by the Divine Spirit, whose help 
had been promised (so the evangelist tells) for this very 
purpose (1426). 

We have, indeed, no title to invoke miraculous intervention 
in such guidance of the evangelist's pen, if that would imply 
that every syllable of the Master's last words has been in
fallibly preserved. The evangelist sat at the feet, as he made 
his record, of the last survivor of the men who heard Jesus speak 
on the eve of His Passion. The aged apostle had been ponder
ing these words all through his long life. Hardly did he 
remember all, but he remembered without any misunderstand
ing the purport, and very likely, in some instances, the actual 
words that had been used. The evangelist takes them down 
from the lips of the old saint, possibly not all at once, but 
on more than one occasion. Their original language was 
Aramaic, but they must be translated into Greek, for this is 

1 Cf. p. xcii. 2 P. Ixxxii. 3 See p. cxvi. 
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to be a Greek gospel. And, besides, an evangelist has his 
own methods of literary workmanship. 

The wonderful record, e.g., in Mt. of the Sermon on the 
Mount is not quite the same as that in Lk., while it contains 
more. But no one supposes that what we call the " Sermon 
on the Mount " was a discourse that could be delivered in 
thirty minutes, in which time Mt. 5, 6, 7 could be read aloud, 
or that the vast volume of teaching in these chapters, packed 
with counsel,· epigram, illustration, was ever included in any 
one discourse. These teachings of Mt. 5-7 are certainly 
authentic; no one doubts that they express, with complete 
lucidity, the message of Jesus to those whom He addressed as 
well as to succeeding generations. But we must recognise 
that the record has been put into shape, and that it is not the 
less precious because it has been arranged with such rare 
skill. 

No doubt the record in Jn. 14, 15, 16 is not put into shape, 
as it were, with the same freedom as that employed in Mt. 5., 
6, 7. In the '' Sermon on the Mount " the author is putting 
materials together which he has gathered from more sources 
than one. For the Last Discourses the evangelist has only 
one authentic source of information, and that has doubtless 
been followed closely and reverently. At one point, indeed 
(1616-20), we seem to have an example of that method of teaching 
by paradox and repetition, which as we have seen (p. cxi) was a 
favourite method of the Master when dealing with His disciples. 
Again, these discourses recall those 'terse, illuminating, com
pelling phrases, which the Synoptists teach us were char
acteristic of the way in which Jesus spoke. Not to recall 
(see p. ex), 1513 or 1621, is there anything in literature more 
arresting than, " In my Father's house are many mansions " 
(142)? No saying about the future life is more familiar. And 
this brings out one of the most remarkable features of Jn. 
14, 15, 16. These are among the most difficult passages of the 
N.T. Every phrase challenges an explanation. They con
tain teachings of such profundity that he who attempts to 
explain them must feel that he has essayed too hard a task. 
Yet no chapter in the Bible is more greatly beloved by simple 
Christian folk than Jn. 14; as no text in the Bible has brought 
more consolation than, " Let not your heart be troubled . . . 
if it were not so, I would have told you "; although, at the 
same time, its exact meaning is exceedingly obscure (see note 
on 141• 2). That is, the Last Discourses of the Fourth Go~pel 
appeal to all men, and not merely to the philosopher or the 
theologian. The directness and universality of their appeal 
are not easy to reconcile with the view that they proceed, in 
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the last resort, from any speaker other than the Son of Man 
Himself. 

The style of Jn. is, nevertheless, impressed on cc. 14-16, 
as on the other discourses in the Fourth Gospel. It is Jn.'s 
habit to repeat words and thoughts again and again; and it 
is probable that this was the habit of Jesus Himself, which the 
evangelist has caught from listening to the reminiscences of 
the old apostle. It is not always easy to disentangle Jn.'s 
commentary from his report of the Lord's words; e.g. in 
520 -29 commentary and quotation are intermingled 1 (see note 
in loc.). The most striking example of an evangelical com
mentary, elucidating and enforcing the teaching of Jesus, is 
in 316-21 - 31-36 (see on 316). The verses preceding 316 show how 
naturally the report of the words of J csus slips into free para
phrase (see on 311); but nearly all exegetes recognise that 
from v. 16 onward the evangelist is speaking in his own 
person. 

Now the method of teaching by iteration, by going back 
upon a word, by recalling a thought already expressed that it 
may be put in a new setting, is clearly apparent in cc. 14-16. 
The key-words abide (154· 5• 6 · 7• 9• 10), bear fruit (152• 8- 16), love 
(1512. 13. 17), friends (1513, 14. 15), hate (1518. 19. 23-25), recur 
again and again in c. 15. The solemn refrain, "These things 
have I spoken unto you," appears seven times in cc. 14-16 
(see on 1511 ; and cf. the refrain in 639• 4o. 44• 54). There is no 
more reason to suppose that the use of such refrains is a literary 
artifice of the evangelist's (although it might be so), rather 
than a reminiscence of our Lord's habit of speech, than to 
suppose that He was not accustomed to say, '' Verily, verily" 
(see on 151). 

The view of the Last Discourses which has been adopted 
in this Commentary is, accordingly, that while the evangelist 
has left his mark upon the report of them, by arranging the 
sentences, by shortening them, by bringing together counsels 
which may have been repeated more than once, by using the 
Greek phrases and constructions with which he himself is 
specially familiar, the Teaching is not that of a pupil, however 
spiritually gifted, but that of the Master Himself, whose last 
words had been preserved in the memory of the Beloved 
Disciple, the last of the apostles. 

7. A special feature of the way in which Jn. reports the 
words of Jesus outside the Last Discourses is the use of the 
phrase iyw dp,i, by which Jesus in the Fourth Gospel frequently 
introduces His august claims. There is nothing quite similar 

1 Cf. r Cor. 15••, where Paul combines a quotation with his own 
comment. 
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to this in the Synoptists, and th8 J ohannine use of lyw, l.yw elµi, 
must now be examined in detail. 

(i) The frequency with which the personal pronouns 
l.yw, ~µe'is, <Tv, tµe'is occur in Jn. is a marked feature of his 
style. Thus e-yw is found 134 times in Jn., as against 29 
occurrences in Mt., 17 in Mk., and 23 in Lk. In large measure 
this is due to the emphasis which in the Fourth Gospel Jesus 
lays upon His claims and His personality, although the pro
noun often appears when no such reason can be assigned. 1 

Thus we have eyw 0£ •xw T~V µaprvp{av µe{(w TOV 'Iwavov (536); 

iyw &va<TT~CTW avTOV EV TV £<Txaro ~µlpq. (644); iyw T{0'Y/JJ,L T~V ifrvx~v 
µov, iva ,ra.\iv M/3w a~v (1017) ; iyw cpw, el, TOV K6CTJLOV i,\~,\v0a 
(1246), etc. In these and the like instances the use of l.-yw 
adds dignity and impressiveness to the sentence, just as it 
does in the hymn on Wisdom in Ecclus. 24, where Wisdom 
makes her majestic claims: iyw &1ro CTTOJJ,aTO', 'Yif,{CTTOV ,t~.\0ov 
(v. 3); iyw iv vifr'f/AOL', KUTECTK~VW<Ta (v. 4) ; l.yw W', nplµiv0o, 
£~£TElVa KA.aOov, JLOV (v. 16); iyw W', aµ,re,\o, {3.\aCTT~CTaCTa xapw 
(v. 17). 

(ii) We have next to consider the combination l.yw elµ,, 
which is specially frequent in Jn. 

i-yw elµi often appears, of course, in the Greek Bible, 
followed by a proper name or by a descriptive clause or word. 
Thus Peter says iyw elµi Sv ('f/TEtTE (Acts 1021). Jesus says 
after His Resurrection i'.oeTE TO.', xe'ipa, KUL TOV', 1r6oa, µov, Jn 
iyw elµi avr6,, "that it is I myself" (Lk. 2439). l.-yw elµi 
is often used in deliberate affirmations as to the speaker's 
personality. Thus we have eyw elµi 'lw<T~<p (Gen. 453), iyw elµi 
ra{3pi~,\ (Lk. 119), and iyw elµt 'l'f/CTOV', Sv <TV btWKEl!, (Acts 9Jj 22~ 
2615). 

But we have to reckon with a more distinctive use of this 
introductory phrase. In the 0. T. fyw Eiµi is often the style 
of Deity, and its impressiveness is unmistakable. A few 
instances may be cited from the LXX, in each case Yahweh 
being the Speaker: 

iyw dµt O ®e6, CTOV (Gen. 1i)-
l.yw yap elµt Kvpw, 0 ®eos CTOV O 1wµev6c; CTE (Ex. 1526). 

CTWT'f/p{a CTOV eyw elµi (Ps. 353). 

l.,\e~µwv lyw elµi (Jer. 312). 

®eo, i-yy{(wv l.yw elµi (Jer. ;,323). 
lyw yap ti.lJJ,t Kvpio, 0 &-ya1rwv btKalOCTVV'f/V (Isa. 618). 

1 Burney held that the personal pronouns in Jn. often "represent 
close translation of an Aramaic original in which the pronoun 
was expressed with the participle " (Aramaic Origin, etc., p. Sr). 
Cf. p. lxvii. 
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In all these passages ,yw elµ, is the rendering of 'JI-: ; 
while in the specially emphatic passages-

iyw <lµ,. iyw £1µ1 b 1rapaKaAwv CH (Isa. 5112), 

,yw <lµ,, ,yw dp.t O ,ta>..eicpwv Ta, &1,oµ[a, <TOV (Isa. 4J25), 

the doubled iyw Erµ, is the rendering of the doubled •:m~.1 
We find this style in the Apocalypse, where it rests on the 

O.T. 2 Thus the Divine words iyw Elµ, TO "A>..cpa Ka< TO ?n 
(Rev. 18 216 22 13) go back to iyw ®Eo, 1rpwTo,, Ka< £1, TO. 
£7rEpxoµeva iyw elµ, (Isa. 414); or to lyw ,lµ, 1rpwros Ka< ,yw Etf1,l 
d, Tov alwvll (Isa. 4812), or some such passage. Moreover, 
words like these or like Isa. 446 ,yw 1rp~,To,, rn, ,yw µ,Ta ravTll 
are placed in the mouth of the Risen Christ in Rev. 1 17, viz.: 

Again in Rev. 2 23 the Son of God declares that all the churches 
shall know OTt lyw dµ, o ipawwv VE<ppov, Ka< KapUa,, which goes 
back to Jer. 1120 1]1°, where it is Yahweh who searches the 
reins and the heart. And finally in Rev. 2216 Jesus says: 

iyw Elµ, ~ p{Ca Ka< TO yevo<; t:i.a/3{8, o 6.CTT~p o Aaµ1rpo,, o 
7rpwlv0r;, 

which, although not a citation of any single O.T. passage, 
depends on the prophetic teaching, e.g. Isa. u 1 603• 

It is, then, clear that the iyw ,iµ, of these sentences from the 
Apocalypse is a reflexion of the manner of speech appropriate 
to God in the O.T., and being placed in the mouth of Jesus 
involves His Divinity, which the author thus claims for Him. 

We now approach the Similitudes by which Jesus describes 
Himself in the Fourth Gospel: 

iyw dµ, 0 a.pro, T~<; tw~<; (635). 

iyw ,lµt TO cpw<; TOV KO<Tp.ov (812). 

1.yw Elµ,~ 0,;pa TWI' 1rpo/3arwv (ro7). 

lyw Elµ, b 1ro1µ~v O KllAO, (1011). 
iyw dµt ~ &.va<TTa<Tl<; Ka< ~ (w~ (u 25). 

l.yw Elµ,~ aµ1r,>..o, ~ &.>..710,v~ (151). 

iyw Elµ, ~ 080, Kai ~ <l>..~0Eta Kat ~ (w~ (146). 

With these we may compare: iyw elµ, o µapTvpwv 1r,p, lµavrov 
(818). 

1 The LXX translators of certain books of the O.T. render •:JN 

(to distinguish it from 'lN) with curious pedantry by <"fW ,lµ,1, even 
when a verb follows. Thus Jephthah is made to say <"fw ,lµ,1 oiw 
-IJµ,?pTov era, (Judg. u 27 ; cf. Judg. u••· 37, Ruth 4•, 2 Sam. II 6 ). But 
this eccentricity does not concern us in the present discussion. (See 
Thackeray, ].T.S., Jan. 1907, p. 272.) 

1 Cf. p. lxviii. 
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This is clearly the style of Deity, of which we have already 
had examples from the O.T. and from the Apocalypse; and 
it can hardly be doubted that the author of the Gospel has cast 
the words of Jesus into this particular form. Its force would 
at once be appreciated by any one familiar with the LXX 
version of the O.T. It is further to be observed that this style 
would also have been familiar to Greeks who knew the phrase
ology of the Egyptian mystery religions.1 Deissmann 2 quotes 
a pre-Christian Isis inscription, which was graven about 
200 A.D., containing these lines: 

Eicn, iyw dp.i ~ -rvpai,voc; 7rau71, x6pac; 

'Eyw dp.i Kp6vov 0vya-r71p 7rp£u/3v-ra-r71 

'Eyw dp.t ~ 7rapa. yvvai~, 0£0', KaAovp.ev71, KTA. 

And, in like manner, in an Egyptian magical payprus (also 
quoted by Deissmann) we find: 

eyw £ip.i 'Outpl'i o KaAovp.£vo, J8wp 
iyw £lp.i 'fot, ~ KO.Aovp.lv71 8p6uo,. 

More familiar is the Isis inscription, given by Plutarch: s 
, , , ... ' \ \"' ' ' ' £yw Hp.t "ll"aV TO y£yovo, Kat ov Kat £<Top.wov 
Kat TOV ep.ov 71"£"/l"AOV ovD£{, 71"(1) 0v71-ro<; Q"/l"(Ka.Avtp£v. 

This is of the first century A.D. 

In a Mithraic liturgy 4 we come on: 

iyw yap dp.i o vi6, 
Eyw dp.t p.axapcpv and again 
iyw dp.t uvp.7rAa.VO<; vp.'iv cl.u-r~p. 

Instances of like phraseology are not infrequent in the magical 
lite::ature current during the first three centuries in Egypt 
and Asia Minor, e.g., 

QKOV<Ta.TW JJ,Ol 71"0.<Ta yAw<T<Ta Jn iyw dp.t IT£p-raw. s 

(iii) There is yet another use of iyw £1p,,. It appears some
times without any predicate, although the predicate may be 
clear from the context. Thus, in answer to the question, 
" Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed ? " Jesus says 
iyw ,1p.i, according to Mk. 1462 (cf. Lk. 2270), meaning, "Yes, I 

1 A string of sentences beginning l-yw Elµ, is put into the mouth of 
the dragon in Acta ThomCB, § 32. 

• Light from the East, p. I 34 f. 8 De I side, c. 9, p. 354 C. 
4 Dieterich, Eine Mithrasliturgz"e, pp. 6, 8. 
• Peissmann, Bible Studies, p. 328 (from a Lyons papyrus). 
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am the Christ." So, at Jn. 426, l.yw dµi o ,\a,\wv crot may mean, 
in like manner, " I that speak to you am the Christ " (but see 
note in loc.). Or, again, the blind beggar of Jn. 99 admits his 
identity by saying simply l.yw ./µ1, " I am he of whom you 
have been speaking." It is probable that a similar explana
tion is to be given of Jn. 185, where Jesus says to those who are 
seeking Him, ,yw dµi. Yet another explanation is possible 
here, for the sequel, '' they went backward and fell to the 
ground," might suggest that they recognised in the words 
iyw dµi not merely an admission of identity, but a claim of 
mystery which inspired them with dread. See, however, 
note on 186• 

An examination of the passages in the LXX where l.yw 
elµt is used absolutely, shows that in general it is the rendering 
of ~mi-•)~, which is literally '' I (am) He," and that this 
Hebrew phrase appears to occur only when God is the Speaker.1 

Instances of this usage in the LXX are: 

Deut. 3 2 39 : t0ET€ lOETE 6Tt l.yw dµt, 
Isa. 4310 : i,,a . . . CTVV~TE 6Tt l.yw eiµt, 
Isa. 464 : i!w, y~pw, iyw elµi, 

\ •I ,\ I ' I , Kat EW, av KaTayqpacr'l}TE eyw nµ,t-

such proclamations being usually followed by the assertion of 
the Unity of God, viz., "And there is none other beside Me." 

It has been suggested that ,yw Elµi is used in this way in 
the narrative of the Storm on the Lake. Both the Marean and 
J ohannine versions make Jesus say iyw elµc µ~ cf,o/3e,tr0e 
(Mk. 650, Mt. 1427 , Jn. 620). And it is argued that to render 
iyw elµt by " It is I," and treat the words as a simple affirma
tion that it was Jesus the Master who had appeared, is to do 
violence to the Greek language. So Abbott 2 regards l.yw elµi 
in 620 as a rendering of the Hebrew ~mr'?~, I (am) He, 
which is the comforting assurance, several times repeated in 
the prophets, of a Divine Deliverer. This is possible, but does 
not seem necessary. We have e1µ{ used for 1rape1µt in Jn. ?36 (see 
note there), and clumsy Greek as iyw elµi for " I am present" 
may seem, it cannot be ruled out as certainly wrong (cf. 99). 

A more plausible case may be made for this mystical use of 
iyw elµi in Mk. 136, Lk. 218• Here Jesus foretells that false 
Christs will arise saying eyw elµt. The parallel place, Mt. 245, 

has iyw dµi o Xpt<TTo,, which is obviously the meaning; but 
neither Mk. nor Lk. supply o XptcrT6,. Then, is no predicate 

1 eyw elµ, translates 'J!! (without 111,i) in Isa. 478, Zeph, 2 15, where 
the careless city says in· arrogance, " I am, and there is none else 
beside me," which is almost an assumption of the style of Deity. 

• Diat. 2220 f. 
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for iyw dµi in the Marean and Lucan passages, and it seems 
probable, therefore, that the original tradition was that Jesus 
said that the claim of the false Christs would be the claim 
~m,-,?~. I (am) He. 

(iv) Such considerations prepare us for the remarkable 
phrase 1rp,v 'Af3paaµ yevlcr8a, iyw eiµ,i which Jn. (858) places 
in the mouth of Christ. In c. 8 we have had iyw elµi three 
times before, but twice with a predicate expressed or under
stood (818• 28). In 824• 58, however, and again at 1319, we have 
iyw elµi used absolutely; and we must conclude that, in these 
passages at any rate (whatever may be thought of the Synoptic 
passages that have been cited above), iyw elµ,1 is the rendering 
of the Divine proclamation ~m,-,~~. which the prophets ascribe 
to Yahweh. · 

This way of speech, elliptical and mysterious, was due, 
perhaps, to unwillingness to repeat the Sacred Name, the 
Tetragrammaton, which was revealed to Moses at the Bush. 
In Ex. 314 the Name of God is declared to be i1;_;:i~ ;~~ ;,~;:,~, ,yw 
elµi o Jv, as the LXX has it; that is, His N~m~ is ~~;i~ or 
o Jv. Moses was to say to the Israelites that i1'i1~ had ;ent 
him: "Qv1 EsT misit me ad uos." But the Engli;h versions 
would mislead, if it were supposed that ;_y,;, elµi in the sentence 
iyw eiµ,i b Jv (Ex. 314) explained for us the ,yw elµ1 of Jn. 858• 

iyw elµi in Ex. 314 is followed by the predicate o Jv, and is not 
used absolutely. To get an illustration of this absolute use, 
we must go to the prophetic ~m -~~. Ego ipse (Isa. 464), which, 
by its studied avoidance of the Name revealed in Ex. 314, 

suggests its mystery and awe. Probably that Name did not 
connote self-existence (w;hich is a later metaphysical conception) 
so much as change!essness and so uniqueness of being, " He 
that 1s." 

(v) In the attribution to Jesus of the solemn introduction 
of His claims by the phrase eyw eiµ,1, which, as we have seeJa, 
is suggestive of Deity in some of its various constructions, Jn. 
may possibly be rei-,roducing actual words of Jesus, comparable 
to those cited in Mk. 1J6 (see p. cxx above). But it is also 
possible that such utterances as iyw elµi .;, ava.crmcris Kat .;, ,w~ 
have been cast into this special form by the evangelist, it 
being a form whose significance would be instantly appre
ciated by his readers, whether Jewish or Greek. 
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CHAPTER V 

CHRISTOLOGY 

[Ch. V. 

(i) The Title " Son of Man " in the Synoptists and in Jn. 
(ii) The Doctrine of Christ's Person in the Synoptists, Paul, and Jn. 

(iii) The Doctrine of the Logos and the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel. 

(1) THE TITLE " SoN OF MAN " IN THE SYNOPTISTS 
AND IN JN. 

A 

THE title "the Son of Man" as a designation of Jesus is found 
in the N.T. outside the Gospels only at Acts 756 .1 It is never 
employed by Paul, nor was it adopted by Christian writers of 
the sub-apostolic age. In the Gospels it occurs about eighty 
times, and always (for Jn. 1234 is not an exception) in the words 
of Jesus as a designation of Himself. It is never used of Him 
by the evangelists, when reporting His deeds or His words. 

That Jesus should have made a practice of speaking of 
Himself in the third person is very remarkable,2 and it is not 
less remarkable that no one seems to have thought it curious.3 

But that He did so speak, describing Himself either as " the 
Son of Man " or less frequently as " the Son," is atttsted by 
all four Gospels, and by the several strata of narrative which 
modern scholarship has detected as underlying the evangelical 
records. A table drawn up by Dr. Armitage Robinson 4 

conveniently exhibits the distribution of the title in the Synoptic 
Gospels, and shows that it appears (1) in Mk., (2) in the docu
ment which critics call Q, (3) in the matter peculiar to Lk., 
(4) in the matter peculiar to Mt. So deeply rooted is this 
title in the traditional report of the words of Jesus, that in two 
passages at least it has been inserted by the later evangelists 
where it is absent from their Marean source. Thus Mk. 328, 

"All their sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men," becomes 
" Whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of Man, it 
shall be forgiven him," at Mt. 1232, Lk. 1210, the sense of the 
saying being materially affected. And again the momentous 
question, "Who do men say that I am?" (Mk. 827, Lk. 918), 

assumes at Mt. 1613 the form, "Who do men say that the Son 
of Man is?" or (according to some MSS.), " Who do men 

1 Cf. Hegesippus, in Eus. H.E. ii. 23. 13. 
2 Cf. Abbott, Diat. 2998 (xix.). 
3 Cf., however, Jn. 1234 • 

• The Study of the Gospels, p. 50 f. 
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say that I, the Son of Man, am ? " Such editorial alterations 
presuppose a fixed tradition that Jesus habitually spoke of 
Himself as "the Son of Man." 

B 

A further inference may be derived from Mt. 1613• The 
evangelist who reported the question of Jesus in the form, 
" Who do nien say that I, the Son of Man, am ? " or the like, 
could not have thought that " the Son of Man " was a recog
nised title for " the Christ." Had he thought so, his report 
of the Confession of Peter and its context would be unintelligible. 
For it would represent Jesus as announcing that He was the 
Christ in the question which asked His disciples to say who 
He was; and also as solemnly blessing Peter for a confession 
which only repeated what he had been told already. According 
to the Matthean tradition, then, the title " the Son of Man " 
as used by Jesus of Himself did not necessarily convey to 
His hearers His claim to be the Messiah. It was not a 
customary or familiar designation of the Messiah in the first 
century. 

The Synoptic narratives represent the Confession of Peter 
(Mk. 829 and parallels) as marking a critical point in the train
ing of the Twelve. They had been accustomed to the title "the 
Son of Man " on the lips of Jesus before this point, but they 
had not understood hitherto that He who called Himself the 
Son of Man was the Christ. Henceforward this method of 
self-designation may have connoted for them the claim of 
Jesus to be the promised Deliverer of the Jewish race, but in 
the earlier days of their association with Him it could not have 
carried this meaning. Nor would it at any stage of His 
ministry have conveyed to His hearers, who were not among 
the chosen Twelve, that He claimed to be Messiah. 

Two instances of the prevailing ignorance that the title 
had any Messianic significance appear in the Fourth Gospel. 
At Jn. 935 (according to the true text), Jesus asks the blind 
man who had been cured, '' Dost thou believe on the Son of 
Man ? " The answer is one of complete bewilderment, viz., 
" Who is He that I should believe on Him ? " He had not 
been a listener to the teaching of Jesus, and so he was not 
aware that He designated Himself " the Son of Man " ; and it 
is also clear that he did not recognise " the Son of Man " as a 
Messianic title. At Jn. 1234 we have another illustration of 
the same ignorance. The multitude at Jerusalem had heard 
Jesus saying, " The Son of Man must be lifted up "; like the 
blind man, they did not know that He spoke of Himself when 



cxxiv CHRISTOLOGY [Oh. V. 

He spoke of " the Son of Man." He had been speaking of 
the judgment which was impending, and they had been wonder
ing if He was going to assert Himself as Messiah. But, on the 
contrary, He began to speak of" the Son of Man." Who might 
this be ? This was not a Messianic title known to them (see 
on 1234). 

C 

Before examining more closely the significance which Jesus 
Himself attached to the title " Son of Man," some further 
instances may be cited from the Gospels of its use by Him as 
a designation of Himself, where there is no suggestion of His 
Messiahship. 

Four instances occur in the non-Marean document (behind 
Mt. and Lk.) generally known as Q. Jesus, when addressing 
the crowds, contrasts Himself with the austerely living Baptist 
as "the Son of Man who came eating and drinking" (Mt. 1119, 

Lk. 734). Also, addressing the crowds, He said that as Jonah 
was a sign to the Ninevites, so shall " the Son of Man be to this 
generation" (Mt. 1240, Lk. 1130). Addressing a scribe, He 
explained that, while the birds and beasts had homes, '' the 
Son of Man hath not where to lay His head" (Mt. 820, Lk. t/8). 
And while Mt.'s report of a beatitude in the Sermon on the 
Mount is, '' Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you . . . 
and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake'·' 
(Mt. 511), Lk. has in the parallel place, '' Blessed ... shall 
cast out your name as evil for the Son of Man's sake" (Lk. 622). 

In none of these passages is there any hint of a Messianic 
claim. " The Son of Man " is simply His description of 
Himself. In the last-mentioned passage (Lk. 622) it may be due 
to an editor; but in the other three it would seem to have been 
actually employed by Jesus, and there is no hint that those to 
whom it was addressed did not understand that it was thus 
that He spoke of Himself. 

Two further instances, in which Lk. alone has the phrase, 
may be due to editorial revision, but they illustrate at all events 
the Lucan traditian. '' Betrayest thou the Son of Man with a 
kiss ? " (Lk. 2248), z'.e., " Do you betray me with a kiss? " 
And, " The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost " 
(Lk. 1910) is a sentence addressed to Zacchxus which the other 
evangelists have not preserved. 

We come next to the earliest occurrences of the phrase in 
the Marean tradition. In Mk. 2 27• 28 we find the words, "The 
Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath; 
so that the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath." The 
principle here set forth is that man is not to be the slave of an 
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ordinance instituted for his benefit, and the stress of the reply 
would seem to reside in the word man, even in the phrase '' the 
Son of Man." Some have thought that "the Son of Man" 
in this passage is an Aramaism for man in general, and that 
a parallel usage may be found in Ps. 84 1443. Jesus is vindi
cating against the Pharisees not His own freedom only, but the 
freedom of the disciples, and incidentally of every man, in re
gard to the Rabbinical rules as to Sabbath observance, and so 
He says that "man is lord of the Sabbath." If this were the 
only occurrence on His lips of the phrase "the Son of Man," 
such an explanation might suffice, although the thesis that 
" man " (if by that is meant " every man ") is free to observe 
only such rules of Sabbath rest as he may frame for himself, would 
go beyond anything ascribed elsewhere on the subject to Jesus. 
And, in fact, Mt. and Lk. when reporting this incident give 
quite a different turn to the argument by omitting the words, 
"The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
Sabbath" (cf. Mt. 128, Lk. 65). It is because of the dignity 
of the '' Son of Man " and His superiority to ordinary men 
that, according to Mt. and Lk., He-and apparently He alone
may claim to be above Sabbath regulations. " A greater 
than the temple is here" (Mt. 126). Cf. Jn. 517, " My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work." The argument there, as in 
Mt. and Lk., is not that every man is free to keep the Sabbath 
just as he pleases, but rather that Jesus, because of His unique 
relation to God, who gave the Sabbath, may be fitly regarded as 
its Lord. We conclude, then, that even in Mk. 2 28 the title 
" the Son of Man " implies something more than " man in 
general" or "the son of man" of the Psalter. Undoubtedly 
the emphasis is on the word man, but it rests also on the unique
ness of Him who was in such special relation to humanity 
that He could, and did, call Himself " The Son of Man." 
It is not to be supposed that the Pharisees who rebuked Him 
for allowing His disciples to break the Sabbath (Mk. 2 24) 

attached any very precise significance to this title which 
He assumed. They must have seen that by its use He 
meant to designate Himself, but they did not regard it as 
Messianic, or they would immediately have accused Him of 
blasphemy. 

Something similar may be said of the phrase as it appears 
in Mk. 210 (Mt. 96, Lk. 524). Here Jesus healed the paralytic 
as an indication of His far-reaching power, " that ye may know 
that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins," it 
being admitted by every one that God has this power. Here, 
again, is no affirmation of His Messiahship. But at the 
same time the sentence suggests a certain mysteriousness of 
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personality. He did not say that man in general has the power 
to forgive sins, but only that He-the Son of Man-had it.1 

D 

We must now ask, however, if there is any trace in pre
Christian times of the use of " the Son of Man " as a title of 
Messiah, and if it be possible that Jesus chose it as a self
designation because it included the Messianic prerogatives. 

In the Psalter " the son of man " is a poetical way of 
designating man in general (Ps. 84 144 3 ; cf. Job 2 56 358); 

and throughout Ezekiel the Divine Voice addresses the prophet 
as " son of man." A similar use of this pleonasm for " man " 
appears at Dan. 713, a passage which deeply affected Jewish 
speculation as to the future: " I saw in the night visions, and, 
behold, there came with the clouds of heaven one like unto 
a son of man (w, vio, &v0po:nrov), and He came even to the 
Ancient of Days, ... and there was given Him dominion ... 
and a kingdom." 2 This passage lies behind the vision re
corded in 2 Esd. 13 (about 80 A.D.), where one comes out of 
the sea " as it were the likeness of a man," who " flew with 
the clouds of heaven," and who is plainly regarded by the 
seer as Messiah. 3 The Messianic interpretation of Dan. 713 is 
also found in a Rabbinical saying of the third century A.D.4 

There is, however, no trace in the 0.T. of the title "the 
Son of Man " being used as descriptive of Messiah, the earliest 
instance of this usage being found in the Book of Enoch, and 
for the most part in that part of the book which is entitled the 
Similitudes of Enoch, and which is judged by Dr. Charles to 
have been composed about 80 B.C. The first passage in 
Enoch which need be cited is based on Dan. 713• It runs as 
follows (xlvi. 1-5): " I saw One who had a head of days, and 
His head was white like wool, and with Him was another being 
whose countenance had the appearance of a man . . . and 
I asked the angel concerning that son of man who He was, 
etc. And he answered, ' This is the son of man who hath 

1 With the Pauline phrases o lrrxaros 'AMµ, or o /5drrepos 11v0pw,ros 
(1 Cor. 15•6• "), the title" the Son of Man" may be compared, but there 
is no evidence of any literary relation between them. 

1 " One like a son of man " is probably meant by the author to be a 
personification of Israel (see Daniel in loc.). 

1 See J.M. Creed, J.T.S., Jan. 1925, p. 131, who holds that Dan. 713 

does not sufficiently account for the picture of the Son of Man in the 
later }€wish Apocalypses, and suggests that the conception of the 
Heavenly Man entered Judaism from without, perhaps from Persian 
sources. 

• See Driver, Daniel, p. 108; and Dalman, Words of Jesus (Eng. Tr.), 
p. 245. 
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righteousness because the Lord of spmts hath chosen 
Him . . . and this son of man will . . . put down the kings 
from their thrones,' " etc. There follows an account of this 
son of man (it will be noted that the phrase is not yet used as 
a title) executing judgment at the Great Assize. Next follows 
a passage at xlviii. 2: "At that hour, that son of man was 
named in the presence of the Lord of spirits, and His name 
before the head of days . . . He will be a staff to the 
righteous ... all who dwell on earth will bow before Him ... 
and will bless the Lord of spirits. And for this reason has 
He been chosen and hidden before Him before the creation 
of the world and for evermore." Then the days of affiiction 
of the kings of the earth are mentioned, and it is said of them, 
" They have denied the Lord of spirits and His Anointed,'' 
a sentence which identifies the son of man, who has been the 
subject of the preceding chapters, with Messiah. 

These passages do not seem to exhibit the phrase " the 
son of man" used as a title. We get nearer to such a usage 
in lxix. 26, 27: "There was great joy among them, and they 
blessed and glorified . . . because the name of the son of 
man " (i.e. the son of man who has been mentioned already) 
'' was revealed unto them. And He sat on the throne of His 
glory, and the sum of judgment was committed to Him, the 
son of man, and He caused the sinners ... to be destroyed 
from off the face of the earth." At lxix. 29 we have: "The 
son of man has appeared and sits on the throne of His glory, 
and all evil will pass away before His face, but the word of 
the son of man will be strong before the Lord of spirits." 
Here we approach, but do not actually reach, the usage of the 
phrase " the son of man " as a title of Messiah. It does not 
appear that it ever became a popular or well-established title; 
while it is certain that, as it is used in Enoch, it goes back to 
Dan. 71s. 

E 

When, with this in our minds, we examine afresh the passages 
in the Gospels in which Jesus calls Himself" the Son of Man,'' 
the significant fact emerges that a majority of these passages 
relate to the Advent of Jesus in glory and triumph as the 
judge of nations and of individuals, an Advent which is to be 
catastrophic and unexpected. These eschatological passages 
occur in all the strata of the evangelical record. We begin 
with some which belong to the Marean tradition: 

Mk. 1461• 62 : "The high priest asked Him, Art Thou 
the Christ, the Son of the Blessed ? And Jesus 
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said, I am; and ye shall see the Son of Man sitting 
at the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven " (Mt. 2664, Lk. 2269). The high priest, 
who denounced this reply as blasphemous, seems to 
have detected the allusion to Dan. ]13 (and perhaps 
also to Ps. uo1), but this is not quite certain. At 
any rate, Jesus had openly claimed to be Messiah, 
and had also declared that as the Son of Man He 
would come again in the clouds to the confusion of 
His accusers.1 

Mk. 838 : '' Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of 
my words . . . the Son of Man also shall be ashamed 
of him, when He cometh in the glory of His Father 
with the holy angels" (Lk. 926 ; cf. also Lk. 128). 

In the corresponding place Mt. has: " The Son of 
Man shall come in the glory of His Father with His 
angels; and then shall He render unto every man 
according to his deeds. . . . There be some of them 
that stand here which shall in no wise taste of death, 
till they see the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom " 
(Mt. 1 621. 28).2 

Mk. 1J26• 27 : " Then shall they see the Son of Man 
coming in clouds with great power and glory. And 
then shall He send forth the angels, and shall gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from the 
uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of 
heaven" (Mt. 2430, Lk. 21 27). This is preceded in 
Mt. by the words, " Then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of Man in heaven, and then shall all the tribes 
of the earth mourn," the report of Mt. thus carrying 
an allusion not only to Dan. ]13 but also to Zech. 1210 

(cf. Rev. 17 for a similar combination). 

Some critics have thought that underlying Mt. 24 is a frag
ment of a lost Jewish Apocalypse, but however that may be, 
there are four occurrences of the title " the Son of Man " in 
the non-Marean material (Q) common to Mt. 24 and Lk. 12 a1:d 
17, as follows: 

Mt. 2427, Lk. 1724 : "As the lightning ... so shall be 
the coming of the Son of Man." 

1 See p. cxxix below. 
2 No mention is made in Dan. 713 of angels accompanying the 

descent from heaven of "one like unto a son of man " ; but this 
additional feature of His Advent is -mentioned by Justin (as well as 
in the Gospels). Cf. Tryph. 31 : ws v!os -yap tiv0p<fnrov brc/.vw v,rpi>.wv 
A.evuera.,, ws ~a.vd7;\. iµ.-f,vvuev, a.nD,wv uuv a.vrcp tirp,Kvovµ.lvwv. (Cf. also 
Apol. i. 52.) 
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Mt. 2437, Lk. 1726 : "As were the days of Noah, so shall 
be the coming of the Son of Man." 

Mt. 2439, Lk. 1J3°: "So shall it be in the day that the 
Son of Man is revealed," with a reference to the days 
of Lot in Lk. which is omitted in Mt. 

Mt. 2444, Lk. 1240 : " In an hour that ye think not the 
Son of Man cometh." 

It is probable that Q is also the source of Lk. 17!2, " The 
days will come when ye shall desire to see one of the days c•f 
the Son of Man and ye shall not see it," although the saying 
is not found in Mt. 

Other occurrences of the title in similar contexts which 
are found only in Lk. are: 

Lk. 188 : "When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find 
faith on the earth ? "; and 

Lk. 2136 : "Watch ... that ye may prevail to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand 
before the Son of Man." 

Occurrences of the title in similar eschatological contexts 
which are found only in Mt. are: 

Mt. 1023 : "Ye shall not have gone through the cities of 
Israel until the Son of Man be come." 

Mt. 1337 • 41 : " He that sowetl-1 the good seed is the Son 
of Man. . . . The Son of Man shall send forth His 
angels, and they shall gather out of His Kingdom all 
things that cause stumbling," etc. 

Mt. 2531 • 32 : "When the Son of Man shall come in His 
glory, and all the angels with Him, then shall He sit on 
the throne of His glory (cf. Mt. 1928), and before 
Him shall be gathered all the nations: and He shall 
separate them one from another .... " This repre
sentation of the Son of Man as judge goes beyond 
what is said in Dan. 713, but it appears in Enoch lxix. 
26, which has been cited above. 

It must now be observed that, like the Synoptists, Jn. asso
ciates the title " the Son of Man " with eschatological doctrine. 
Thus at 527 we have, " He gave Him authority to execute 
judgment, because He is the Son of Man." This is closely 
parallel to Mt. 2532• 

Again, in 151 the mysterious words, '' Ye shall see the heaven 
opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man," cannot be explained of any temporal 

i 
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experience which Nathanael was to enjoy. They must refer 
to some vision of the Last Things 1 (see note in foe.). 

In 313, "No man has ascended into heaven, save He who 
descended from heaven, viz. the Son of Man," primarily refers 
to the Incarnation, but it also recalls Dan. ,13 as well as the 
Book of Enoch (see note z"n foe.). 

In 662, "What if ye shall see the Son of Man ascending 
where He was before ? " the doctrine of the pre-existence of 
the apocalyptic " Son of Man " is again suggested, as in 
Enoch. 

In these passages of the Fourth Gospel, the title " the 
Son of Man " is used with that suggestion of its reference to 
a wonderful, heavenly Being, which we have already seen is 
frequent in the Synoptists. 

There are two other passages in Jn. 6 where the title is 
used, which are not so explicit in their eschatological sug
gestion, but which should be noted as indicating that for Jn., 
as for the Synoptists, " the Son of Man " always points to the 
uniqueness and mystery of the personality of Jesus as One 
whose home is in heaven. Jn. 627, "The meat which endures 
unto eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you," is ex
pressed even more powerfully at Jn. 653, "Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life 
in you." The narrative here implies that the hearers of Jesus 
understood that by " the Son of Man " He meant Himself. 
"How can this one give us his flesh to eat?" (652). No 
Messianic doctrine is implied or suggested in these passages. 
But " the Son of Man " is the solemn title which is used of 
One Who has descended from heaven (633) that He may give 
life to the world (cf. 651). 

F 

The passages that have been cited, while they do not 
suggest that '' the Son of Man " was a Messianic title in 
common use, seem to show that Jesus used it of Himself with 
the implication that in Him was the fulfilment of the vision of 
Dan. 713•2 He was conscious of an infinite superiority to the 
sons of men among whom His Kingdom was to be established. 
He did not call Himself the " Christ," although He did not 
deny, when pressed, that He was the Christ (Jn. 426 539 828 rn25). 

He preferred to use a greater and a more far-reaching designa
tion of Himself. He was not only the Deliverer of the Jewish 
people. He was the Deliverer of humanity at large, being 

1 The use of the title at Acts 768 , which describes the vision of the 
dying Stephen, is similar to this. 

• Cf. p. cxxxiii below. 
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" the Son of Man," who had come down from heaven. He took 
over the phrase from Jewish Apocalyptic, but He enlarged its 
meaning. It is a title which, properly understood, includes all 
that "Christ" connotes ; but, unlike the title "the Messiah," 
it does not suggest Jewish particularism. In the only place 
where He suggested a form of confession as a test of faith, 
it is not, " Dost thou believe in the Son of God? " (for that was 
a recognised synonym for Messiah), but, " Dost thou believe 
in the Son of Man? " (Jn. 935). Nothing short of this would 
satisfy Him. And it is an irony of history, that since the first 
century His most familiar designation by His disciples has 
been Christ, and the religion which He founded has been 
called Christianity, rather than the religion of Humanity, the 
religion of the Son of Man. The Gospel has been preached 
with a Jewish accent, ever since the disciples of Jesus were first 
called " Christians " at Antioch.1 

G 

While, then, the actual title " the Son of Man " may have 
been suggested by Jewish Apocalyptic, on the lips of Jesus it 
was used in an enlarged and more spiritual significance. 
Another feature of its use by Him must now be noted. It is 
the title which He specially employed, when He was fore
telling to His disciples the Passion as the inevitable and pre
destined issue of His public mi~istry. Such forecasts, it 
may be observed,2 do not appear in the non-Marean document 
behind Mt. and Lk. (Q); but they are found both in Mk. and 
Jn., with a similar employment of the title '' the Son of Man." 

In Mk. these forecasts do not begin until after the Confession 
of Peter that Jesus was the Christ, which marked a turning
point in the education of the apostles. 

Mk. 831 : '' He began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected . . . and be 
killed, and after three days rise again " (Mt. 1621, 
Lk. 922 ; cf. Lk. 247). 

Mk. 931 : '' The Son of Man is delivered up into the 
hands of men, and they shall kill Him ; and when He 
is killed, after three days He shall rise again" (Mt. 
1722, Lk. 944). 

1 The majority of patristic interpreters (e.g. Justin. Tryph. 100) 

found in the title " the Son of Man " an allusion to His descent on the 
human side; and it may be that early theologians avoided the use of 
the title, because they dreaded the suggestion of human fatherhood 
in the case of Jesus. 

1 This is pointed out by J. A. Robinson, l.c. p. 52. 
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Mk. 1033 : " The Son of Man shall be delivered unto 
tte chief priests and the scribes, . . . and they shall 
kill Him, and after three days He shall rise again 
(Mt. 2018, Lk. 1831). 

In these three passages the prediction of the Resurrection 
is associated with that of the Pa,ssion ; and it is probable that 
the comment of Mk. 932, "They understood not the saying," 
has special reference to this (cf. Mk. 910). The announcement 
of the Passion disconcerted (Mk. 832) and grieved (Mt. 1723) 

the Twelve; but they did not believe that it was to be taken 
literally.1 

Next, we have: 

Mk. 1045 : "The Son of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom 
for many " (Mt. 2028). 

Mk. 1441 : '' The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners " (Mt. 2645). 

Mt. 262 : "The Son of Man is delivered up to be cruci
fiocl " (the title is not given in the parallels Mk. 141, 
Lk. 221). 

And, finally, two Marean passages speak of the Passion of 
the Son of Man as the subject of O.T. prophecy, while this is 
not said (in these contexts) of the Resurrection, viz.: 

Mk. 912 : " How is it written of the Son of Man that 
He should suffer many things and be set at nought ? " 

Mk. 1421 : "The Son of Man goeth, even as it is written 
of Him; but woe unto that man through whom the 
Son of Man is betrayed " (Mt. 2624, Lk. 2222). 

The title " Son of Man " is associated with predictions of 
the Passion in Jn., as in Mk. : 

Jn. i 4 : "As Moses lifted up the serpent ... so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up," i.e. on the Cross (see 
note in loc.). 

Jn. 828 : "When ye shall have lifted up the Son of Man, 
then shall ye know that I am He "; cf. also 1234. 

Jn. 1223 : "The hour is come that the Son of Man should 
be glorified " (see note z·n loc.). 

Jn. 1331 : "Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in Him." 

In these passages Jesus speaks of Himself as the Son of 
Man who was destined to suffer and die. There is nothing in 

1 Seep. xlv. 
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the vision of Dan. 713 to suggest this ; but, on the other hand, 
there is nothing to preclude the combination 1 of the vision of 
One who was to come in glory with the vision of the suffering 
Servant of Yahweh as it is depicted in Deutero-Isaiah. And 
this combination seems to have been present to the mind of 
Jesus. In calling Himself the Son of Man, the primary 
thought is that of a heavenly messenger whose kingdom is set 
up on earth, but He foresaw that He could not achieve His 
full purposes except through Death. And this, as He said 
in passages already cited (Mk. 912 1421), was "written" of 
Him; i.e. the Passion was foreshadowed in 0.T. prophecy, 
and most conspicuously in Isa. 53. The conception, 'then, of 
the " Son of Man," as it presents itself in the Gospels, is 
widely different from the popular conception of Messiah. 2 

It was not a recognised title of Messiah, and was not inter
preted as such ; rather was it always enigmatic to those who 
heard it applied by Jesus to Himself. For Him it connoted 
all that " Messiah " meant, and more, for it did not narrow 
His mission to men of one race only. It represented Him as 
the future Judge of men, and as their present Deliverer, whose 
Kingdom must be established through suffering, and whose gift 
of life was only to become available through His Death.3 

(II) THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST'S PERSON IN THE 

SYNOPTISTS, PAUL, AND JN. 

In the Synoptic Gospels the acceptance of Jesus by His 
disciples as the Messiah was not the immediate consequence 
of discipleship. As they associated with Him, observed His 
deeds, and listened to His words, they gradually realised that 
He was a very wonderful Person, whom they could not com0 

pletely understand (Mk. 441 62 737). Some of those whom He 
cured of mental disorders seem to have acclaimed Him as the 
Son of God, that is, as Messiah, at an early stage in His 
ministry (Mk. 312 57); but the conviction of this was not 
reached all at once by the chosen Twelve. The confession, 

1 See Gould in D.C.G. ii. 664. 
2 Cf. Dalman, l.c. p. 265 : " Suffering and death for the actual 

possessor of the Messianic dignity are, in fact, unimaginable, according 
to the testimony of the prophets .... But the ' one like unto a son 
of man ' of Dan. 713 has still to receive the sovereignty. It was 
possible that he should a'so be one who had undergone suffering and 
death." 

3 The literature on the subject of this title of Jesus is very large. See 
especially Dalman, Words of Jesus (Eng. Tr., 1902); Drummond 
in ].T.S. (April and July 1901); J. Armitage Robinson, Study of the 
Gospels (1902); and the articles by Driver in Hastings' D.B., and by 
G. P. Gould in Hastings' D.C.G., with the references there given. 
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Thou art the Christ (Mk. 829), marks a crisis in their training, 
when a new vision of the meaning of Jesus' ministry came to 
them. Further, the Synoptic narratives represent Jesus as 
dissuading the onlookers from making known His miraculous 
doings (Mk. 312 543 736), although they did not altogether re
frain from talking about them (737). In the Q tradition, there 
is a hint that Jesus was not always so reticent in this matter. 
When John the Baptist sent anxiously to inquire whether 
Jesus was really the Messiah, He directed the messengers 
to report His wonderful works as His credentials (Lk. i 2, 

Mt. 114), with an allusion to the Messianic forecast of Isa. 355• 6• 

The meaning of this could not have been misinterpreted, so 
that He departed here at any rate from His practice of reticence 
and reserve. Cf. also Mk. 941 • At the last His claim is 
explicit and final (Mk. 1462). 

Now in the Fourth Gospel, the impression left is somewhat 
different. It is true that in this Gospel, as in the Synoptists, 
Jesus prefers to speak of Himself as the Son of Man-an 
unfamiliar and ill-understood title-rather than as the Christ 
(526 828 935). The Jews accuse Him of being ambiguous as to 
His claim to Messiahship (1024), and only once does He ex
plicitly affirm it in the early stages of His ministry (426). But 
Jn. does not describe the gradual development of the disciples' 
acceptance of Him as the Christ. Jn. does, indeed, relate 
Peter's confession as marking a turning-point in the ministry 
of Jesus (669), just as the Synoptists do. But he makes Andrew 
and Philip recognise Jesus as the Christ almost immediately 
after they came into His company (141 • 45). He does not tell 
this expressly of Peter, but his story suggests it (142). Nathanael 
at his first introduction to Jesus greets Him as "King of 
Israel," that is, as Messiah in the sense of the political deliverer 
who was expected (149). John the Baptist's cry, "Behold, 
the Lamb of God," probably represents a form of words which 
are a later paraphrase of what was said (see on 1 29); but that 
the Baptist recognised Jesus as the Messiah from the moment 
of His baptism (although he hesitated about this later) is 
clear not only in Jn. (1 33), but also in Mt.1 

The truth is that it is not the purpose of the Fourth Evan
gelist to describe the Training of the Twelve. For him, the 
important matter is to bring out the impression which was left 
upon them at last of His Person. Nathanael in 149 has not 
got as far as Peter in 669, still less as far as Thomas in 2028 ; 

but Jn. does not dwell upon this, and he may have antedated 
the complete conviction of Jesus as Messiah, which he ascribes 
to Andrew and the rest in c. 1.2 What is of supreme import-

' Cf. p. ci. 1 See note on 1 41• 
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ance for Jn. is to expound the true conclusion which the original 
disciples reached, and which he desires all future disciples to 
accept, viz. that " Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God." 

This conception of the purpose of Jn. in his Gospel marks 
a difference of standpoint between the earlier evangelists and 
the last. Jn. is anxious to prove the truth of Jesus as the Son 
of God to a generation which had not seen Jesus in the flesh, 
and at a time when He had been the Object of Christian worship 
for more than half a century. Christian reflexion and Christian 
experience had reached a doctrine of Christ's Person which had 
not been clearly thought out by Christians in the first en
thusiasms of devotion to their Master. The Synoptists· draw a 
picture of Jesus as viewed by His contemporaries; the Fourth 
Gospel is a profound study of that picture, bringing into 
full view what may not have been clearly discerned at the 
first. 

It used to be argued in the middle of the nineteenth century 
that the Christology of Jn. is so markedly different from that of 
the Synoptists, that if we wish to get "back to Jesus" we shall 
do well to confine ourselves to the Marean picture of Him, as 
more primitive and less sophisticated than the Johannine 
narrative. A closer inspection of the narratives has failed to 
recommend such counsels. The distance of time between the 
publication of the Marean Gospel and that of the J ohannine 
Gospel cannot exceed thirty years-a time all too short for 
the development of any fundamental change in the picture of 
Jesus as accepted by Christian disciples. 

The claims made for Jesus in Mk. transcend any claims 
that could be made for a mere human being of genius and 
magnetic personality. We have seen that the claim to Messiah
ship, made for Jesus and by Himself, in the Marean narrative, 
while only gradually understood and accepted by the Twelve, 
reaches very far. The Jesus of Mk. claimed the power of 
forgiving sins (Mk. 2 10); Jn. does not mention that, while he 
implies it in the terms of the Commission to the apostles, of 
which he alone tells (Jn. 2023). The Jesus of Mk. claimed to 
be the final judge of mankind (Mk. 1462); the doctrine of 
Christ as judge in Jn. (see 1247 and p. clviii) hardly goes beyond 
this. Indeed, the only hint of any limitation of the powers of 
Jesus in Mk. is in reference to His vision, when on earth, of 
the time of the Last Judgment; what such limitation involves 
may be asked of the exegete of Jn. 1428, as justly as in the case 
of Mk. 1332• Or, again, the sacramental efficacy of Jesus' 
Death is not more definitely stated in Jn. 653 than in Mk. 1424, 

TO alµ.a µov T~<; 8w0rjK'I)', TO EKxvvv6p,EVOV V7r£P 7rOAAwv. 
We do not cite the uncorroborated testimony of Mt. in this 
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connexion, for his Gospel in its present form may be even later 
than Jn.1 But, besides Mk., there is another " source" 
behind Mt. and Lk., viz. the document now called Q. In this 
(Mt. 1032, Lk. 128· 9), the public acceptance or denial of Jesus 
as Master will determine the judgment of the Last Assize; 
Jn. 1248 does not make a more tremendous claim. And (not 
to cite other passages) there is nothing in Jn. which presents 
a more exalted view of Jesus than the saying: " All things 
have been delivered unto me of my Father; and no one 
knoweth who the Son is, save the Father; and who the Father 
is, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son willeth to 
reveal Him" (Mt. u 27, Lk. 1022). Now Q may be older than 
Mk., as it is certainly older than Mt. and Lk. Yet here it 
offers a Christology which is as profound as that of Jn., and 
which is expressed in phrases that might readily be mistaken 
for those of the Fourth Gospel itself. 

There is a difference between the Christology of the 
Synoptists and of Jn.; but it is not the difference between a 
merely human Jesus and a Divine Christ. What is implicit in 
the earlier Gospels has become explicit in Jn.; the clearer 
statement has been evoked by the lapse of time, by the growth 
of false gnosis, and by the intellectual needs of a Greek-speaking 
society which sought to justify its faith. 

This is not the place to examine in detail the Christology 
of Paul, but it is important to observe how rapidly he reached 
that exalted conception of our Lord which is so prominent in 
his letters. The Epistles to the Romans, Corinthians, and 
Galatians are all earlier in date than the earliest date which we 
can ascribe to Mk.; for they were written before the year 58 
of our era, or about a quarter of a century after his conversion. 
That is to say, the letters in which he indicated his view of 
Christ are earlier than any other extant Christian document. 

The primitive gospel, " Jesus is the Christ," soon reaches 
the formula, "Jesus is Lord," and the title "Lord" includes 
for Paul the Divinity of his Master. This becomes so funda
mental for his conception of Jesus, that while he continues 
always, as a Jew, to linger on the phrase " the Christ," he 
uses the title " Christ " frequently as a personal name (Rom. 
58 64 810, Phil. 1 10- 23, Col. 1 27 • 28). As early- as 1 Cor. 112, he 
treats XpicrTo, as a personal name comparable to 'A-rroAAw, or 
K7Jcpii,. This usage is never found in the Gospels, for the 
passages Mk. 941, Lk. 232, Mt. 2668, where XpicrTo, is found 
without the definite article, nevertheless treat XptcrTo, as a 
title. Paul often uses the full designation 'I7Jcrov, Xp,crTo, 
without any suggestion of Messianic office. Jn.'s habit 2 is 

1 Seep. xcvi above. 2 See note on 41• 
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to use the personal designation Jesus, a primitive touch which 
he shares with Mk., but which is seldom found in Paul. 

In the four great Epistles (Rom., 1 and 2 Cor., Gal.), Paul 
has many phrases which recall J ohannine teaching. Jesus is 
not only " the Son" (1 Cor. 1528), which is common to all the 
evangelists (see on Jn. 317), but is God's "own Son," o i'.8w, 
vi,k (Rom. 832 ; cf. Jn. 518). That God "sent His Son" 
(Rom. 83, Gal. 44) is a conception common to all the Gospels, 
but cf. Jn. 316 in particular. For the phrase TEKJ1a 0wv (Rom. 
816- 17- 21) cf. Jn. 112• For Paul, Christ is ,1ri 1ranw1• (Rom. 95) ; 

cf. ,1ral'w 1ranwJ1 <<TTlJI (Jn. 331). xanu, is a characteristic term 
in Paul; it is only used in the Prologue to the Gospel by Jn., 
but Paul means particularly by " grace " what Jn. means 
when he writes, " God so loved the world " (see note on 1 14). 

The Pauline contrast between " law " and " grace " (Rom. 
416 614- 15, Gal. 54) is, again, explicitly enunciated in the Pro
logue (see on 117). Jn. does not use Paul's word ,r{<rti, in the 
Gospel, 1 but the emphasis laid on " believing " is a prime 
feature of Johannine doctrine (see on 17). Finally, Paul's 
" Christ in me" (Rom. 810, 2 Cor. 1J5, Gal. 2 20) and "1 in 
Christ" (Rom. 167, 2 Cor. 517, Gal. 1 22) are conjoined as 
inseparable in Jn. 154• 5• Paul's <JI Xpi<TT<r is not less mystical 
than anything in Jn. descriptive of the Christian life (see on 
Jn. 1420 1516 1723). 

The Epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians belong to a 
later period in Paul's career. 2 We should expect to find 
resemblances in Jn. to their Christology, associated as they 
are by name with Churches in that portion of Asia Minor 
where Jn.'s literary activity was put forth. These Epistles 
specially illustrate the doctrine of the Prologue of the Gospel 
as to the Person of Christ. His Pre-existence (Jn. 1 1) is laid 
down, " He is before all things " (Col. 117). He is the Creative 
Word (Jn. 1 3), and, as Jn. says, "That which has come into 
being was, in Him, life" (14), so in Col. 117 we have, "In Him 
all things hold together or cohere." 3 The Pauline <JI p.opcpfi 
/Jwv wapxwJI (Phil. 2 6) is the doctrine of Jn. 11,4 even as OVK 
ar)7Tayµ.ov ~Y~<Tarn To dJ1aL t<Ta 0£<p is brought out at Jn. 
518 1033_ 

The teaching of Jn. 1 16 as to Christ's 1r>..~pwµa which His 
disciples share is anticipated in Col. 119, " It was the good 

1 Cf. p. lxv. 
2 We take them as Pauline; but in any case they are later in date 

than those already cited. 
3 See on Jn. r•. 
• Cf. also Jn. r" for the 1i6~a. which the µovrryevr,s receives from 

the Father. 
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pleasure [of the Father] that in Him should all the ,,,.>..~pwµ.a 
dwell" (cf. Eph. 413). Again, " In Him dwelleth all the 
-rr>..~pwµ.a of the Godhead." a-,oµ,aTtKw, (Col. 29) brings us very 
near to the cardinal thesis, " the Word was made flesh " 
(Jn. 114). And with this, both in Paul and Jn., is combined the 
doctrine of the invisibility of God. God is &opaTo,, and Christ 
is His £1Kwv, the 'Tr()WTOTOKO<; 1raa-ri, KT{a-,w<; (Col. 115) ; cf. Jn. 1 18 : 

'' No man hath seen God . . . but the 1wvoy,v~,, who is God 
... hath declared Him." 

These are more than verbal coincidences. They show that 
hardly anything is missing from the doctrine of Christ as set 
out in the Prologue (except the actual term >..oyo,), which is 
not implicit in the Epistles to the Colossians, Ephesians, 
Philippians. Much that is enunciated in the Prologue was 
not a new discovery of the writer; it had been familiar to the 
Churches of Asia Minor for some time before it was put into 
the words which were thenceforth accepted by Christendom as 
the supreme philosophical statement and charter of its deepest 
faith.1 

(111) THE DOCTRINE OF THE LOGOS AND THE PROLOGUE 

TO THE FOURTH GOSPEL 

The thesis of the Gospel is that Jesus is the Revealer of 
God (1 18), its practical aim being given at the end (2031). The 
Prologue, however, is more than a mere preface, for it offers 
a philosophical explanation of the thesis. Jesus is the Re
vealer of God, because He is the Logos of God. This is a 
proposition which does not appear at all in the body of the 
Gospel, any more than the theological words and phrases, 
-rr>..~pwµ.a, <rK'Y]Vovv, p.ovoy,v~,;; 0,6,, ,ivat ,1, TOV KoA1rm1, •triyiia-0ai, 
which are found in the Prologue. Not only does Jesus never 
claim the title "Logos" for Himself, but Jn. never applies 
it to Him in the evangelical narrative. 

The Prologue is undoubtedly by the same hand that wrote 
the Gospel, but it is written from a different point of view, 
entirely consistent with the Gospel but not derived from the 
history which the Gospel narrates. Jn. prefixes a short Preface 
to his hortatory First Epistle, and there again he introduces 
the conception of Jesus as the Logos (1 Jn. 11 ; cf. p. lxi), 
while he does not in this later passage elucidate his meaning. 
But the Prologue is, as I have said, more than a Preface. It is 
a summary restatement of the Christian gospel from the philo
sophical side; and was probably written after the narrative 
was completed, 2 not now to record or summarise the words of 

1 See p. cxliii. 2 Cf. p. cxliv. 
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Jesus, but to express the writer's conviction that Jesus the 
Christ was Himself the Divine Logos. 

The influences which contributed to the formulation for 
the first time in the Prologue of the Christian Doctrine of 
the Word were, no doubt, various. 

1. The Hebrew Scriptures have much about the Divine Voice 
in creation, the Creative Word (see on 1 3). In the Targums, 
or paraphrases of the Old Testament, the action of Yahweh 
is constantly described as His "Word" (~,o•o), the term 
Memra being sometimes used as of a Person. Thus the 
Targum of Onkelos on Gen. 2821 says that Jacob's covenant 
was that "the Word of Yahweh should be his God/' This 
kind of quasi-personification extends to the Psalms, and parti
cularly to the Book of Proverbs, where personal qualities are 
repeatedly ascribed to Wisdom (i19?~); cf. Prov. 3131'. 45r. 74, 
the most remarkable passage being Prov. 822 : "Yahweh 
possessed me in the beginning of His way, before His works 
of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or 
ever the earth was." This is poetry, not metaphysical prose ; 
but it treats Wisdom as the expression of God, co-eternal with 
Him. This quasi-personification of Wisdom is continued in 
the teaching of the son of Sirach, Ecclus. 243, which has much 
about Creative Wisdom, actually claiming for her, " I came 
forth from the mouth of the Most High." 

2. When we turn from Palestine to Alexandria, from Hebrew 
sapiential literature to that which was written in Greek, we 
find this creative wisdom identified with the Divine ,\6yo,, 
Hebraism and Hellenism thus coming into contact. God is 
addressed as o 1rot~<rn, ,-a, 1ravra •v My<£' uov (Wisd. 91). 

The Myo, is the universal healer (Wisd. 1612). This Almighty 
Myo, is said to have leaped down from heaven, as a warrior; 
bringing God's commandment as a sharp sword ... "it 
touched the heaven, but stood upon the earth " (Wisd. 1815• 16). 

This last pronouncement suggests the personification of the 
,\6yo, who came to earth, but so much is not consciously present 
to the writer's thought. The language of the Book of Wisdom 
betrays Stoic influence at several points,1 but with the Stoics 
Myo, was not personal. 

3. The doctrine of the ,\6yo, in Philo's writings has been 
frequently examined; and here it can receive only a brief 
notice. We have already called attention to some striking 
verbal parallels between Philo and the Fourth Gospel, 2 and 
such may be traced also in what Philo says about the Myo,; 

1 Cf. Rendel Harris, "Stoic Origins of St. John's Gospel" (Bulletin 
of John Rylands Library, Jan. 1922). 

• P. xciii above. 
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but the differences in the underlying thoughts as to this are 
manifest, and far-reaching. Some of these must now be 
summarised : 

(a) The doctrine of the Personality of the Logos is vague 
in Philo, and especially so when he comes to the association 
of the Logos with Creation (see on 1 3). Thus Philo has the 
expressions opyavov OE ,\oyov 0£0v, Ot' ov KaT€<TKWa<T0') (de Cherub. 
35): TO JLEV Opa<TT~ptov b TOW o,\wv vov, (de mund. opzf. 3) : 
when God was fashioning the world (on iKocrp,01rA.acrTn), 
He used the Word as a tool ()(p')<TaJL€VO, opyav'I' TOVT'f', de 
migr. Abr. 1): Philo speaks of the creative power (1rot')TLK~), 
according to which the Creator made the world with a word 
(.\6y'f' Tav Kocrp,ov io'l1uovpy'JcrE, de prof. 18). In other passages 
the Aoyo, is dKCJ)V 0£0v (cf. Col. 1 15) 1 : EiKwV 0wv, ot' ov <TVJL7ra, 0 
Ko<rp,o, i8')p,tovpye'iTo (de monarch. ii. 5; cf. de con/us. ling. 20 

and 28, where he speaks of TOV EiKova avTov, TOV iepwTaTOV ,\oyov).2 

The earliest Christian writers 3 take up the Jewish thought 
of the Creative Word from a different standpoint, while they 
employ language similar to that of Philo. To Jn. the Word 
is a personal Divine Agent who co-operated with the Creator 
in the work of Creation, even Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
eternal Father. Paul does not use the term Myo,, but his 
language about the work of Christ in creation is almost identical 
with that of the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel. Cf. er, Kvpw, 
'l')<TOV', Xpt<TTO,, ot' OU T(J, 1ravrn (1 Cor. 86); TO, 1ravrn 8,' avTOV 
• • . £KTt<Trnt (Col. 1 16); cf. also oi' ov Kat l1ro{'JcrEV Tov, aiwva, 
(Heh. 1 2). Like Philo, and like Jn., these writers employ 
the preposition oia to describe the mediating work of 
the Word (or the Son) in Creation; but in ascribing Divine 
personality to this mediating Agent, they agree with each 
other and with Jn., while they differ from Philo. Paul and Jn. 
do not borrow from Philo, nor are they directly dependent on 
his specuJations; but they and Philo represent two different 
streams of thought, the common origin of which was the 
Jewish doctrine of the Memra or Divine Word. 4 

(b) The pre-existence of the Logos is not explicit in Philo, 
whereas it is emphatically declared in the opening words of the 
Prologue to the Gospel. Philo applies, indeed, the epithet 
1rpe<r/3vmto, to the Aoyo, more than once ·(de con/us. ling. 
28, quod det. pot. 22); but such a phrase does not imply 
eternal pre-existence. See on 11• 

(c) The Johannine doctrine of the connexion between 
Life and Light, which appears in the Logos teaching of the 

1 See p. cxli n. 
2 Cf. for a full discussion, Drummond, Philo Judarns, ii. 185 ff. 
3 See Lightfoot on Col. 1 18• 4 Cf. p. cxxxix. 
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Prologue (14 ; cf. also 812), does not appear in Philo, although 
it suggests a line of speculation which would, one supposes, 
have been congenial to him. 

(d) Most significant of all differences between Jn. and 
Philo, is that Jn.'s philosophy rests avowedly on the doctrine 
of the Incarnation (see on 1 14), while this is absolutely pre
cluded by the principles of Philo. "There are," he says, 
" three kinds of life: one which is 1rpo, 0,6", another 1rpo, 
yiv,,nv, and a third which is a mixture of both. But the 
(w~ 1rpo, 0,6v has not descended to us (rnT</317 1rp,,, ~,,_as), nor 
has it come as far as the necessities of the body" (Quis rer. 
div. har. 9). ' 

4. In addition to these various philosophies, with which 
the Christian doctrine of the Logos has been associated by 
scholars, attention has been directed of recent years to the 
Mandrean and Hermetic literature, as possible homes of the 
Logos idea. Many parallels t0 Johannine phraseology have 
been collected from the writings of Lidzbarski, Reitzenstein, 
and others by Walter Bauer in the last edition of his com
mentary on the Fourth Gospel. Some of these are striking, 
especially those from the Mandrean Liturgies: "I am a Word, 
.1. Son of Words "; " the Word of Life "; " the Light of 
Life " ; '' the First Light, the Life, which was out of the Life "; 
'' the worlds do not know thy Names, nor understand thy 
Light." 1 There is, however, no evidence that Mandrean 
teachings had any influence on Christian philosophy in its 
beginnings. Christian or Jewish belief may have affected the 
development of Mandreism, but Mandreism was not a source 
from which Christian doctrine derived any of its features. 2 

Probably, as in other cases, the parallels that have been cited 
are only verbal. To build up community or similarity cif 
doctrine upon coincidences of language between two writers 
is highly precarious; and when the Johannine doctrine of the 
Logos is compared with that of Philo or the Stoics or the 
Sapiential Books, or even that of the Mand::ean Liturgies, this 
should always be borne in mind.3 

1 Bauer, pp. 8-r3. 
2 For the Manda,an doctrines and their growth, see W. Brandt, in 

E.R.E. viii. p. 380 f. 
• A passage may be cited from Plato to illustrate this : Kai oi] Kal 

TlXos 1r,p, TOV 'lraPTOS PUP -ljo,, TOP M-yop r)µ<P q,wµf P lXE<P. ()p7/Ta -yap Kai 
ci()apam Nia XafJwP Kai ,rvµ1rX,,pwOds OOf o K6,rµos oi!Tw, fciioP opaTOP Ta opaTa 
1r,p,lxoP, .ZKwP TOV 'lf'OL'7TOV, O,os al,rO,,T6s, µl-yL(TTOS Kai /J.p,,rTos KaX
X,uT6s n Kai TEXEwTaTos -yl-yoPEV, ,ls o~pavos /Jo, µovo-y,v71s C:,v (Timceus, 
§ 44, sub fin.). To find here any relation to the Johannine doctrine 
of the µovo-y,vfis or the Pauline thought of Christ as the elKwv of God, 
would be very perverse ; but the coincidences in language are almost 
startling. 
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It 1s now apparent that the doctrine of a Divine Xoyo, 
was widely distributed in the first century. The Hebrew 
Targums or paraphrases of the ancient scriptures; the Wisdom 
literature of Judaism, 1 both in Palestine and Alexandria; the 
speculations of Philo; the philosophy of Heraclitus, and that 
of the later Stoics, all use the idea of the Logos to explain the 
mysterious relation of God to man. We may be sure that the 
Logos of God was as familiar a topic in the educated circles 
of Asia Minor as the doctrine of Evolution is in Europe or 
America at the present day, and was discussed not only by the 
learned but by half-instructed votaries of many religions. 

Christian disciples, Docetic and Ebionite no less than 
simple, unspeculative followers of Jesus, were conscious of the 
wonder of His life. It was inevitable that the Pauline teaching 
of the Epistles to the Colossians and Ephesians 2 should quicken 
deep thoughts as to the relation of Jesus to the Eternal God. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews uses language about the "Word 
of God" (Heh. 412) which naturally provoked questionings 
as to the relation of this energising and heart-searching Logos 
to the great High Priest Himself. An earlier writer, the Seer 
of the Apocalypse, actually gives the title "the Word of God" 
(Rev. 1913) to the Leader of the Christian host, probably having 
the conception of the Logos as a Warrior (Wisd. 1815) in his 
mind. Jn. must have been not only conversant in some degree 
with the philosophical speculations of Ephesus as to the Divine 
Logos, and with such teaching as that of Heh. 412, but above 
all with the application of the title " the Word of God," by 
the author of the Apocalypse, whose disciple he was.3 Such 
a phrase in the Apocalypse did not solve problems, but it 
must have suggested a remarkable problem to the followers 
of Jesus in the next generation, who asked what it meant. 
To call Jesus the Aoyol. of God without further explanation 
might well suggest that Docetic theory of His Person which 
it is one of the purposes of .the Fourth Gospel to dispel as 
wholly irreconcilable with His earthly life. 4 

Jn.'s chief aim was to show (it was his deepest conviction) 
that Jesus is the Revealer of God. But the philosophers, 
whether Hebrew or Greek, whether they took Logos as meaning 
speech or as meaning reason, had for centuries been occupied 
with the idea that the Divine Word is the Revealer, and had 

1 See on 1 10 for a parallel to Jn. 's Logos doctrine in Enoch xlii. 1 on 
the Divine Wisdom. 

1 Cf. p. cxxxvii 
3 Cf. p. lxviii. See on 533 for a simpler use of the phrase, "the 

Logos of God." 
• See on r". 
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not found it possible thus completely to bridge the gulf between 
God and man. How can we reconcile Spirit and Matter, 
the One and the Many, the Infinite and the Finite? It was 
left for Christian philosophy to proclaim that the only solution 
of these problems, which metaphysics had failed to solve, 
was historz"cal. And the first statement of this is in the 
Prologue to the Fourth Gospel, o Aoyo~ <rapt iyiv£To. The 
philosophers had said that the Word is the Revealer of God. 
That is true, for Jesus is the Word. 

Whether any one before Jn. had said explicitly, "The Word 
became flesh," we do not know; nor can we say that this express 
and fundamental proposition was present to his mind \vhen he 
penned the narrative of the Fourth Gospel. It may have been 
so, but it nowhere appears explicitly except in the Prologue, 
as has been pointed out already.1 When Loisy wrote, " La 
theologie de !'incarnation est la clef du livre tout entier, et 
qu'elle le domine depuis la premiere ligne jusqu'a la derniere," 2 

he was not accurate if he meant that the Logos doctrine of the 
Prologue dominated the entire Gospel. On the contrary, the 
Prologue is the recommendation of the Gospel to those who 
have approached it through metaphysics rather than through 
history; but the evangelist never allows his metaphysics to 
control his history.3 He appeals to no " witness " to corro
borate the doctrine of the Word which he sets out in the 
Prologue, while the appeal to "witnesses," Divine and human, 
appears in every part of the evangelical narrative.4 He puts 
it forth as the philosophical solution of the great problem, 
" How can God reveal Himself to man? "-a solution latent 
in the Wisdom literature of the Hebrews, although not per
ceived by the philosophers of Greece. This is Jn.'s great 
contribution to Christian philosophy, that .fesus is the Word ; 
but nowhere, as Harnack has pointed out, does he deduce any 
formula from it. It was for later ages to do this, and to treat 
the J ohannine presentation in the Prologue of the Word who 
became flesh, as the secure basis for far-reaching thoughts and 
hopes as to the destiny of man. " He became what we are 
that He might make us what He is," is the saying of Iremeus, 5 

not of Jn. 
For Jn. it is sufficient to preach as gospel that "God so 

loved the world that He sent His Son "; he does not put forward 

1 P. cxxxviii. 2 La Quatri~me Evangile, p. 98, 
8 Cf. Harnack s important article on the" Prologue" in Zeitschr. f. 

Theol. und Kirche, 1892, No. 3 . 
• Cf. p. XC. 
1 Adv. Hmr. v. Pref., "Qui propter immensam suam d1lectionem 

actus est quod sum us nos, uti nos perficeret esse quod est ipse." 
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the tremendous paradox, " the Word became flesh," as the 
gospel which he has received, although it supplies for him as 
he ponders it the rationale of the revelation of God in Jesus 
Christ. 

In the Sapiential Books of the O.T., the praises of Wisdom 
are several times put into poetry or rhythmic form; Prov. 8 
is a familiar example. The hymn on Sophz"a in Wisd. ,22r. 
points back to that of Prov. 8, and the traces of its use in 
Heb. 1 3 412 are apparent. Yet another Wisdom hymn, Ecclus. 
243-22, takes up some thoughts from the two earlier hymns, 
and may have influenced the language of Jn. 1 3• 14 (cf. Ecclus. 
248· 9• 12). It is, then, not without precedent if it be found that 
the doctrine of the Logos in the Prologue to Jn., like the doctrine 
of Sophia in the Sapiential Books, should have been put into the 
form of an Ode or Hymn, the profundity of the subject being 
better suited to poetry than to prose. The following arrange
ment of the Logos Hymn embodied in the Prologue is here 
offered for examination: 

THE LOGOS HYMN 

I. 'Ev &pxfi ~v o Aoyo,, 
KUl o Aoyo, ~v 1rpo<; TOV 0Eov, 
KUl 0Eo<; ~v o Aoyo,. 

2. OVTO<; ~v £V &pxfi 1rpo<; TOV 0£ov. 

3. 1rO.vra Si' al roll £yf.1 1 £ro, 

Kal xwpl'i aVroV EyfvETO oUOE El'. 

4. S y.!yovEv iv aimp (w~ ~v, 
Kai. 'YJ ,w~ ~v TO <pW> rWv O.v0p,:1rrcov. 

5. Kal rO <pWr; f.v -rfj <rKor{?, <paivn, 
Kal 'Y} uKo-r{u aVrO oV Kar€Aa/J£v. 

IO. 
, ,.. I ? 

EV T'f KOU' fl'f YJV ~ 

Kal O K6a-µoi;; Ot' aVroV Eyf.v(TO, 
' ( ' ., ' ., " Kat O Koap.o<; UVTOI' OVK Eyvw. 

1 I. El, TO. iota ~A0H', 
Kat oi iowt avrov ov 1rapl1l.a,8()v. · 

14. KU( 0 Aoyos <rapt iy.!vETo, 
' , I , < -

KUt EC,K'Y)VWITEV EV 'Y)fl,lV, 

KUl i0muaµ,E0a T~V o6tav avroii, 
o6tav W<; µ,ovoyEvov<; 1rapa 1rarpo'>, 

1f'A7Jp7J, xo.ptTO<; KUl dA7J0Eta<;. 
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18. e,ov oto,,, €WpaK£V 7rW7rOTE" 
p.ovoy•v~,, (ho,, () fuv d, TOV KOA7rOV TOV mfrpo,, 
EKEtvo, i67y~<TaTo. 

cxlv 

The hymn is a philosophical ratz'onale of the main thesis 
of the Gospel. It begins with the proclamation of the Word 
as Pre-existent and Divine (vv. 1, 2). Then appear the O.T. 
thoughts of the Word as creative of all (v. 3), life-giving (v. 4), 
light-giving (v. 5). But the whole universe (v. 10), including 
man (v. II), was unconscious of His omnipresent energy. 
He became Incarnate, not as a momentary Epiphany of 
the Divine, but as an abiding and visible exhibition. of the 
Divine Glory, even as the Son exhibits the Father (v. 14). 
Thus does the Word as Incarnate reveal the Invisible God 
(v. 18). 

Two parenthetical notes as to the witness of John the 
Baptist, to the coming Light (vv. 6-9), and His pre-existence 
(v. 15), are added. We have also two exegetical comments by the 
evangelist,1 at vv. 12, 13, to correct the idea which v. II might 
convey, that no one received or recognised the Word when He 
came; and again at vv. 16, 17, to illustrate the "grace and 
truth "of v. 14. 

The great theme of a Divine Revealer of God is implicit 
in the first and last stanzas of the hymn (vv. 1, 18), the rest 
being concerned with the method of the revelation. 

The Hebraic style of the hymn is plain. The repetition in 
the second line of a couplet of what. has been said already in 
the first line (vv. 3, 5); the elucidation of the meaning of the 
first line by the emphatic word being repeated in the next 
(vv. 4, 5, II, 14), which provides an illustration of what has 
been called " climactic parallelism" (cf. Ps. 296 933); the 
threefold repetition in the first three lines of v. 14, all of which 
involve the bodily visibility of the Logos-sufficiently show 
that the model is not Greek but Hebrew poetry. 

It will be noticed that the hymn moves in abstract regions 
of thought. The historical names-John, Moses, Jesus Christ
are no part of it: they are added in the explanatory notes of 
the evangelist. Nevertheless, v. 14 states an historical fact, 
and points to an event in time; but the history is told sub 
specie aternitatz's. 

The treatment of the Prologue as embodying a hymn on the 
Logos has been suggested more than once in recent years. 
An analysis of it from this point of view was published by 
C. Cryer in 1921.2 In 1922 C. F. Burney treated the Prologue 

1 This is in the manner of Jn. ; cf. p. xxxiv. 
2 Expository Times, July 1921, p. 440. 
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as a hymn (with comments) originally composed in Aramaic ; 1 

and Rendel Harris suggested that it was based on a Hymn 
to Sophia, although he did not work out the details of any 
rhythmic arrangement. He developed the parallels between 
the Prologue and the Sapiential literature of the O.T., com
paring also some Stoic phrases. 2 

The arrangement of the stanzas which is printed above 
is not identical with those adopted by Burney or Cryer, an 
important difference being that the hymn proper does not em
body argument (cf. vv. 12, 13, 16, 17) or contain the Personal 
Name of Jesus Christ. It is a Logos hymn of a triumphant 
philosophy, directly Hebrew in origin, but reflecting the phrases 
which had become familiar in Greek-speaking society. In the 
Christian literature of the first two centuries a good many 
traces of rhythm and verse arrangement may be found in im
passioned passages of prose.3 Eusebius (H.E. v. 28. 5) cites a 
writer who remarks on the number of Christian Psalms and 
Odes which from the beginning (&1r' &pxfr,) sung of Christ as 
the Word (rov A6yov TOV 0rnv TOY XptCTTOV vµvovcrt 0rnAoyovvT£~). 
Such a collection of Christian hymns were those known as 
the Odes of Solomon, which present so many points of contact 
with the J ohannine writings, and especially with the Prologue 
to the Gospel, that they demand mention at this point. 

The Odes of Solomon were first published from the Syriac by 
Rendel Harris in 1909.4 He regarded them as of first-century 
date, and to this Harnack gave his adhesion. I have given 
reasons elsewhere 6 for regarding this date as too early, and 
for treating them as Christian hymns composed about 160 or 
170 A.D. 

These beautiful hymns are composed in cryptic fashion, 
and they contain no avowed verbal quotations either from the 
O.T. or the N.T. But the doctrine of the Logos is repeatedly 
dwelt on, in a way which recalls Johannine teaching. The 
Word is the Thought (,,,vow) of God (Odes xvi. 20, xxviii. 
18, xli. 10); this Thought is Life (ix. 3) and Light (xii. 7). 
"Light dawned from the Word that was beforetime in Him" 
(xli. 15), so that the pre-existence of the Word is recognised 
(cf. xvi. 19). He is the Agent of Creation, for "the worlds 

1 Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 41. 
•" Athena Sophia and the Logos" (Bulletin of John Rylands 

Library, July 1922). See also Rendel Harris, The Origin of the 
Prologue (1917). 

• See the article "Hymnes " in Cabrol's Diet. d'archeol. chretienne, 
vi. 2839. 

4 His final edition appeared in 1920 (Manchester University Press). 
1 Cambridge, Texts and Studies, " The Odes of Solomon " (1913) ; 

cf. also Theology, Nov. 1920. 
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were made by His [God's] Word and by the Thought of His 
heart" (xvi. 20). The Incarnation of the Word is expressed 
by saying "the dwelling-place of the Word is man" (xii. 11 ; 
cf. xxii. 12); and God continually abides with man, for " His 
Word is with us in all our way" (xli. 11). Were these sublime 
phrases as early as the first century, we should have to treat 
the Odes not only as arising in an environment like that which 
was the birthplace of the Fourth Gospel, but as being actually 
one of the sources from which its distinctive doctrines were 
derived. This, however, cannot be maintained. The Odes, 
nevertheless, provide a welcome illustration of that mystical 
aspect of Christian teaching which has sometimes been 
erroneously ascribed to Hellenic rather than to Hebrew in
fluences. They catch the very tone of Jn.,1 and show how deep
rooted in Christian devotion was the J ohannine doctrine of the 
Word, within seventy years of the publication of the Fourth 
Gospel. 

CHAPTER VI 

DOCTRINAL TEACHING OF THE FOURTH GOSPEL 

(i) The Authority of the O.T. 
(ii) The Johannine Doctrines of Life and Judgment. 

(iii) The Kingdom of God and the New Birth. 
(iv) The Eucharistic Doctrine of Jn. 
(v) The Johannine Miracles. 

(r) THE AUTHORITY OF THE O.T. 

(i) THE Old Testament was, for a Jew, the fount of authority, 
and in the Fourth Gospel it is frequently quoted to establish a 
fact, or to clinch an argument, or to illustrate something that 
has been said. 

Thus the people by the lake-side (631) quote Ex. 1615 to 
confirm their statement that their fathers had been given bread 
from heaven. The O.T. was their book of national historv. 

Jesus is represented in Jn. as appealing to the Law (Deut. 
1 This is not only true of their Logos doctrine. With r Jn. 419 

we may compare, "I should not have known how to love the Lord if He 
had not loved me" (Ode iii. 3). In the note on 176 below, I have cited 
another parallel from Ode xxxi. 4, 5. See also notes on 1 32 517 627 

737 • 36 812• The Odist dwells continually on the great Johannine 
themes - Love, Knowledge, Truth, Faith, Joy, Light ; he never 
mentions sin, repentance, or forgiveness (cf. p. xcv). 
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1915) and to the Psalms (Ps. 826) in support of His arguments 
with the Jews (817 and 1034). The Synoptic narrative agrees 
with this representation of His mode of argument (Mk. 12 36 

and parallels; Mt. 44• 6· 11=Lk. 44· 8· 12). Paul appealed to the 
0.T. in the same fashion, as every Rabbi did (Rom. 310, 1 Cor. 

1s46, Gal. 311, etc.). 
Again, the Fourth Gospel represents Jesus as illustrating 

His teaching by the citation of Scripture passages; e.g. He 
quotes Isa. 5413 at 645, and His quotation (738), " Out of his 
belly shall flow rivers of living water," seems to be illustrative 
rather than argumentative. There are many instances in the 
Pauline Epistles of this use of the O.T. (e.g. Rom. 46); and the 
Synoptists ascribe it to Jesus just as Jn. does (Mt. 913 2116- 42, 

etc.). So far there is no difficulty in the report of the Fourth 
Gospel as to the use said to have been made of the O.T. by 
Jesus and His hearers. 

(ii) The Jews, however, did not only hold that the O.T. was 
authoritative; they held that it pointed forward to Messiah, 
and to His Kingdom which was one day to be established among 
them. It was a prophetic volume, and for them prophecy 
included predictz"on. They believed that the actual words of 
the O.T. were intended by God to have a future as well as a 
present application. 

Thus Jn. represents the people 1 as expecting that Messiah 
would come one day, because the prophets had so predicted; 
and expecting Him to be born at Bethlehem (742 ; cf. Mt. 2 5), 

of the seed of David ; to vindicate Himself by wonderful 
works (614-30) because the Scriptures of the prophets had assured 
them that so it would be; and to "abide for ever" (1234) 

because so it had been indicated in" the law." The Synoptists 
do not give any details as to the nature of the Messianic 
expectation, but they are clear that Messiah was looked for, 
by the priests (Mk. 14 61) ; by pious folk such as Simeon, 
Anna, the two at Emmaus (Lk. 2 26· 36 2421); by John the 
Baptist, who expected Messiah to work miracles (Mt. 112, 

Lk. 720); and by the people . generally (Lk. 315). The hope 
that the Messianic prophecies would one day be fulfilled was in 
every pious Jewish heart, and Jn.'s report that this expectation 
was vivid is borne out by all the other evidence- we have. 

(iii) The evangelists, Jn. as well as the Synoptists, were con
vinced that this expectation had been satisfied, for they believed 
that in Jesus the Messiah had been found. The purpose of 
Jn. in writing his gospel was that his readers might believe 
that " Jesus is the Christ " (2031); and he is quite assured that 
Isaiah (1241) as well as Zechariah spoke of Jesus. He applies, 

1 Cf. p. lxxxii. 
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e.g., Zech. 1210 to the piercing of the Lord's side on the Cross 
(1937). Jn. tells of John the Baptist applying to himself the 
prophecy of the Forerunner (1 23 ; cf. Mk. 1 2, Lk. J4; cf. 727, 

Mt. 33), and accepting unhesitatingly Jesus as the Messiah 
(1 29• 34); and he ascribes the same belief to other disciples 
(141• 45• 49 669, etc.). Martha makes the same confession 
(11 27). The disciples are represented as applying Messianic 
Scriptures to Jesus both before (217) and after His Resur
rection (222 1216). 

The author of Hebrews finds Jesus as the Christ frequently 
(16 2 12 56 106) in the Psalms and in the Law; and in one passage 
at least Paul elaborates an argument (Eph. 48) which ,depends 
for its force upon a mystical and forward reference to Jesus 
in Ps. 6818• 

Indeed, that Jesus is the Messiah of Q.T. prophecy is the 
burden of the earliest gospel sermons (Acts 2 31• 36 320 542, etc.). 

(iv) Jn. agrees with the Synoptists in representing Jesus as 
accepting this position, and as claiming therefore to be the 
subject of Q.T. prophecy. The difference is 1 that Jn. puts the 
recognition by His disciples of Jesus as the Messiah (160), 
and His acceptance of their homage, earlier than the Synoptists 
formally do (Mk. 829); but it is not to be overlooked that 
Lk. (441) represents Him as conscious of His Messiahship at a 
date prior to the call of Peter and James and John by the 
lake-side. Jn. also puts into His mouth the plain affirmation 
to the Woman of Samaria that He was the Christ (4 26). At a 
later stage the Synoptists tell that He said the same thing to 
the high priest (Mk. 1462 ; cf. Lk. 2267, Mt. 2664), which is not 
told explicitly by Jn., who does not go into full details about 
this examination by Caiaphas (1824 ; but cf. 197). There can be 
no doubt that, according to Jn. and the Synoptists alike, it was 
implied in Jesus' claim and explicitly asserted once and again 
that He was the Messiah of the Q.T. " Moses wrote of me," 
and the Scriptures " bear witness of me " (539• 46) are words 
that Jn. places in His mouth. 

(v) Hence we are not surprised to come upon the expression 
that in Jesus and His ministry " the Scripture was fulfilled " 
(e1rATJpw0TJ), It does not seem to say more than, as we have 
seen, was accepted ex anz'mo by all His early disciples. Yet 
the expression is not found in Paul or in Hebrews or in the 
Apocalypse or in the J ohannine or Petrine Epistles. The idea 
of the "fulfilment" of the Scriptures in Jesus appears but 
once in Mk., four times in Lk. and the Acts (as well as twice 
with the verb nA(tv instead of 1rATJpovv), six times in Jn. (and 
once with nA(tv), and twelve times in Mt. It occurs once in 

1 Cf. p. cxxxiv. 
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James (2 23), but with no Messianic reference, being applied 
to the fulfilment of Gen. 156 in the later promise of Gen. 2216f,. 

These passages from the Gospels must presently be examined 
separately, but it is plain from their distribution that the idea 
of the " fulfilment " of a particular Scripture as an incident of 
Christ's Ministry and Passion is more conspicuous in the later 
writings of the N.T. than in the earlier. Whatever the dates 
of Jn. and Mt. may be, they are later, in their present form, 
than the Epistles of Paul or than Mk. and Lk. ; and it is in 
these later Gospels that the phrase becomes frequent, either 
in the form " the Scripture was fulfilled," or " in order that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled." 

This way of speaking of the " fulfilment" of Scripture 
does not appear at all in the sub-apostolic age, although the 
belief was universal in Christian circles that the O.T. rites 
and prophecies pointed onward to Christ. Barnabas, for 
instance, who is full of '' types," and who finds Christ in the 
most unlikely places in the O.T. (see § 9, where he finds in the 
number of Abraham's servants a forecast of the Cross of Jesus), 
never speaks of the 7rA~pw<n'> or " fulfilment " of a Scripture. 
The same is true of Justin Martyr. Nor is the formula of 
citation " then was fulfilled " a formula which Iremeus used, 
except when (as in Har. iii. 9. 2) he reproduced it from the 
Gospels (Mt. 1 23). The only instances of 7rA'Jpovv being 
used of Scripture in his writings are in Har. iii. 10. 4, where he 
says that the angels proclaimed the promise made to David 
as a promise fulfilled (. . . ~71'ocrxEcriv • • • 'TrE'TrA'Jpwp,lv'lv 
Evayy,Mcrwnai), and perhaps in Dem. 38, where he writes 
that "This" (i.e. Amos 911) "our Lord Jesus Christ truly 
fulfilled." But in neither of these passages is the formula of 
citation '' then was fulfilled " used by Iremeus. The earliest 
appearance of the phrase, subsequent to the First and Fourth 
Gospels, is in Hegesippus, who wrote about 160-180 A.D. In a 
passage where Hegesippus (quoted by Eusebius, H.E. ii. 23. 15) 
is describing the martyrdom of James the Just by the Jews, he 
adds, KaL f.71'A1pwcrav r~v ypacp~v r~v iv r0 'Huot~ yEypap,p,ivr11', 
• Apwp,Ev rav 8tKawv (Isa. J1° ; cf. Wisd. 2 12). The pas
sage he quotes has not any such reference, but Hegesippus 
has been attracted by the word 8tKaio~, and so he ventures 
to say that the Jews "fulfilled" this Scripture.1 In every 
Christian age it has been a fault of piety, when searching the 
O.T., to mistake verbal coincidence with fact for a veritable 
fulfilment of prophetic words. 

1 Barnabas (§ 6) applies the words to Christ's Passion; and Cyprian 
quotes Wisd. 2 12!, to illustrate a general thesis, "Quod ipse sit iustus, 
quem Iudaei occisuri essent" (Test. ii. 14). 
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It should be added that this formula of citation is not used 
(except when reproducing Mt. 2 15• 17) by the authors of any 
of the earlier Apocryphal Gospels. It is not found in them 
until we come to Evangelium Pseudo-Matthai, a work of the 
fifth or sixth century; and its presence here is probably to be 
explained by the fact that this apocryphal writer aims at 
imitating the manner of the canonical Matthew.1 

The probable reason that the phrase " then was fulfilled 
the Scripture" is frequent in Jn. and Mt., but does not appear 
again until Hegesippus, and then rarely until post-Nicene 
times, is that the phrase was peculiarly Jewish. Jn. and Mt. 
are full of Hebraisms, and Hegesippus was a Jew._ In the 
0 T. " to fulfil " is used of a petition (Ps. 206) or a Divine 
promise (1 Kings 815), but rarely of a prophecy (1 Kings 2 27, 

2 Chr. 3621, Dan. 433, 1 Esd. 157). It seems that the word 
came into use in the Rabbinical schools after the O.T. 
canon had been closed. " To fulfil that which was said " 
and " then was fulfilled " are formulre of citation that are 
occasionally found in Jewish writings (so Bacher, Exeg. term. 
i. 171). 

It has often been thought that there existed in Apostolic 
days a Jewish collection of O.T. passages held to be predictive 
of Messiah. 2 If this were the case, it would be natural that it 
should be utilised by the writers of the Gospels, at any rate of 
the later Gospels, Mt. and Jn. Allen has suggested 3 that the 
quotations in Mt. introduced by a formula are derived from a 
written source of this kind, and not directly from the canonical 
Old Testament. The same might be true of the quotations in 
Jn. ; but the existence of such a collection of testimonia in 
the first century has not yet, as it seems to the present writer, 
been established. 

To return to the phrase " the Scripture was fulfilled," as 
it appears in the Gospels. It always has reference to a par
ticular verse of the O.T. U1 ypa<f,~), the words of which fit the 
incident that the evangelist has recorded. There are two 
notable instances in Mt. The evangelist finds (Mt. 217) 

in J er. 3115 words prophetic of the Massacre of the Innocents; 
and again (Mt. 279) he says that in the buying of the Potter's 

1 This apocryphon says "then was fulfilled " of Hab. 32, Isa. 1 a 
(the Nativity), of Ps. 1487 (the dragons adoring Jesus), of Isa. ns 
(a legend of the Flight into Egypt}, of Isa. 191 (the prostration of the 
idols), and of Ps. 65 9 (the wisdom of the Child Jesus). It is curious 
that it does not cite Jer. 31 1• or Hos. 111, which are cited as testi'monia 
in the canonical Matthew. 

2 See, in particular, Rendel Harris, Testimonia, who holds that the 
existence of such a collection of Messianic prophecies has been proved. 

3 W. C. Allen, St. Matthew, p. !xii. 
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Field with the blood money " was fulfilled that which was 
spoken by Jeremiah" (Zech. n 13 ; cf. Jer. 326f·). In both of 
these cases we are dealing only with the comment of the 
evangelist, and it is probable that he was misled by verbal 
coincidences, just as Hegesippus was when he quoted Isa. 
310 of the martyrdom of James the Just (see p. cl). Having 
regard to the historical contexts both of Jer. 3115 and of Zech. 
n13 (Jer. 3261-), it cannot be maintained that they are more 
than vaguely descriptive or suggestive of incidents in the 
Gospel history. 

The case of Lk. 421 is different. Here the evangelist tells 
that Jesus read aloud in the synagogue the passage Isa. 611• 2, 

and that He began His comment upon it by saying, " To-day 
hath this Scripture been fulfilled in your ears." There is no 
improbability in this, and it is entirely in agreement with the 
claim which, as we have seen, Jesus made repeatedly for Him
self, that He was the subject of O.T. prophecy. 

(vi) We come next to a more difficult conception, yet one 
which is logically connected with the belief in prophecy as under
stood by a Jew. Jn. represents Jesus as saying "the Scripture 
cannot be broken," ou 8{vaTaL >..v0~vai TJ ypa<f>'I/ (1035). This is 
not said in reference to the fulfilment of prophecy, but paren
thetically as an assertion of the permanent authority of O.T. 
words. But where prophecy was in view, it was held that 
the prediction once made carried with it the assurance of itE 
accomplishment. The more strictly the verbal inspiration 
of the sacred books was taught by the Rabbinical schools, 
the more deeply would it be felt that the punctilious fulfilment 
of the Messianic predictions was fore-ordained of God. This 
was believed by every pious Jew, and the belief emerges dis
tinctly in the Fourth Gospel, the evangelist ascribing this 
conviction to Jesus Himself. We may recall here some Synoptic 
passages which show that the belief that '' the Scripture cannot 
be broken" was shared by Mt., Mk., and Lk. (especially by 
Lk.), and that all three speak of it as having the authority 
of their Master. 

(a) At Mk. 1032 (cf. Mt. 2018) Jesus predicts His con
demnation and death at Jerusalem, Ta µl>..>..ona avni, uvµ/3a{mv, 
or, as Lk. (1831) more explicitly puts it, " all the things that 
are written by the prophets shall be accomplished (T£AE<TfJ'l]<TETai) 
unto the Son of Man." 

(b) According to Mk. 1421, Mt. 2624, Jesus said at the Last 
Supper, "The Son of Man goeth, even as it is written of Him," 
or as Lk. has it, "as it hath been determined," KaTa To wpiuphov 
(Lk. 2222). Cf. also Lk. 2122• 

(c) Lk. (2237) alone records that Jesus said after the Last 
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Supper 'TOV'TO TO )'£ypaµpivov 8£'i 'T£A£CT0T]VaL EV lµo{, 'TO Kal µ£Ta 
&voµwv l>..oyfo·(}'Y/ (Isa. 5J12). 

(d) Lk (2426) represents Jesus as asking the disciples on 
the way to Emmaus, ovxt Tavra E.0£l Tru0EtV 'TOV XptCTTOV; and 
then interpreting the Messianic prophecies to them. 

(e) So again, according to Lk. 2444, Jesus said to the com
pany in the Upper Room, 8£'i TrA'YJpw0rJvai Trav-ra -ra. yEypaµµiva 
EV 'T't' VO/J,CJ,! Mwa-iw~ Kat TOt!, 7rpo<p~TaL~ Kal if;aAp,ot!, 7r£pl lp,ov : 
it was necessary that all that had been written should be 
fulfilled. 

In like manner Luke ascribes to Peter (Acts 1 16) the saying 
that it was necessary that the Scripture about Judas should be 
fulfilled. 

This conception, then, of the inevitableness of the fulfil
ment of O.T. prophecies is ascribed by all the evangelists to 
Jesus, but it comes out most frequently in Lk. and Jn., the 
Fourth Evangelist generally expressing it, as we shall see 
presently, in another way.1 

(vii) We have now to consider the meaning of the expression, 
common in Mt. and Jn., that certain things happened in 
order that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

A similar expression is found two or three times in the O.T. 
"Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest ... that 
he might fulfil the word of the Lord which He spake concerning 
the house of Eli" (1 Kings 2 27). The LXX has here ;rATJpw0rJvai 
-ro pY]µa Kvp{ov. It may be that in this passage we need not 
suppose Solomon's motive to be that he might fulfil I Sam. 
2 27 f,, but that the writer only means that the event corre
sponded with what had been predicted. In like manner it has 
been suggested that in some passages where iva TrATJpw0fi ~ 
ypa,p~ is found in the Gospels, we need not give iva a telic 
force. It may be used loosely on occasion with TrATJpw0-y, as it 
is certainly used loosely, without telic force, in other contexts 
(e.g. Mk. ,543, 625, 99, in all of which cases the other Synoptists 
discard Mark's iva; cf. Jn. 1 27 u 50 etc.). But thus to evacuate 
i'va of its telic force in the phrase i1,a TrAr,pw0fi ~ ypa,p~, however 
agreeable to our modern ideas of the Bible, is to do violence 
to the contexts, and to fail in appreciation of the Jewish doctrine 
of prophecy. 

(viii) When the Chronicler places the rise of Cyrus "after 
the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah had been 
accomplished" (p.£ra -ro TrATJpw0T/vai prJp.a Kvplov, 2 Chron. 
3622), he means more than that the event corresponded with 
what had been predicted. He means that the event was 
overruled by God with a view to the fulfilment of His own 

1 For the use of a,, in Jn., see on 3'4 • 
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eternal purpose, which had been proclaimed by Jeremiah the 
prophet. 

Both Mt. and Jn. express themselves in the same way. Mt. 
uses the phrase iva 1r>..ripw0?,, or 01rw, 1r>..ripw0yj, eight times of a 
testz'monium quoted from the O.T., viz.: 1 23 (Isa. i 4), 215 

(Hos. II1), 2 23 (" He shall be called a Nazarene," the source 
of which is uncertain), 414 (Isa. 91• 2), 817 (Isa. 534), 1217 (Isa. 
42lf·), 1335 (Ps. 782), 214 (Zech. 99). This was his doctrine, 
that the words of the prophets, quite apart from their context, 
had a forward Messianic reference, and that the incidents 
of the ministry of Jesus were divinely overruled, in order that 
the prophecies might be fulfilled. And in one remarkable 
passage, where he is following Mk., Mt. places this doctrine 
in the mouth of Jesus. Mark (1449 ; cf. Mt. 2656) reports that 
Jesus said at His betrayal that the manner of His violent arrest 
was i'va 1rAripw0w,nv ai ypacpa{. No special " Scripture" is 
quoted, and it may be that only the general trend of O.T. 
prophecy about Messiah and His sufferings was in the mind of 
the Speaker, or in that of the evangelist who reported His 
words. Yet that the evangelist believed Jesus to have said 
that an incident took place, '' in order that the Scriptures might 
be fulfilled," is significant. 

We now come to the use in Jn. of this phrase. It occurs 
four times in a comment by the evangelist upon something 
which he has recorded, and he attributes the use of it to Jesus 
three times. 

(a) Jn. says (1237• 38) that the people did not believe on 
Jesus, despite His signs, iva b Aoyo, 'Hcrnfou Tov 1rpocp~rnv 
1r>..ripw0i), quoting Isa. 531, " Lord, who hath believed our 
report?" etc. The same prophecy is quoted in Rom. 1016, a 
similar interpretation being given to it, except that Paul does 
not use the formula iva 1r>..ripw0i). • 

Jn. makes it clear that i'va here has a telic force, for he 
proceeds Out TOVTO ofiK ~ovvano 1rUTTEVELV, On 1ra.Aiv E!7rEV 'Hua{a,, 
quoting Isa. 610, " He hath blinded their eyes," etc. This 
testimonium from the O.T. is also cited by Mt. (1314) in the 
form "unto them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah," words 
which Mt. ascribes to Jesus Himself. 

The other instances in which Jn. comments thus on a 
recorded incident occur in the narrative of the Passion. 

(b) In Jn. 1924 the parting of Jesus' garments among the 
soldiers is said to have been iva TJ ypacp~ 1r>..ripw0yj, the words 
of Ps. 2218 being cited, "They parted niy garments among 
them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots." The Synoptists 
mention the parting of the garments, but do not expressly 
quote Scripture for it. See note in loc. 
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(c) In Jn. 1928 the saying of Jesus on the cross, "I thirst," 
is recorded, and Jn. adds that it was said i'.va u>..uw0fi ~ 
ypacp~, presumably having Ps. 6921 in his mind. The Synoptists 
do not record this word from the cross. See note in loc. 

(d) Jn. 1936, "These things came to pass, iva ~ ypacp~ 
-rr>.:qpw0fj, A bone of Him shall not be broken" (Ex. 1246 ; 

cf. Ps. 3420), Jesus being the true Paschal Lamb. 
It is noteworthy that Jn. twice comments on recorded words 

of Jesus in the same way; that is, he speaks of them as if they 
were inevitable of fulfilment, like words of Scripture. In 
188• 9 we read: "Jesus answered ... If ye seek me, let 
these go their way, that the word might be fulfilled (i'.va ,r,\. 
o Myo,) which He spake, Of those whom Thou hast given me 
I lost not one " (referring back to 1712); and again, 1831- 32 : 

"the Jews said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any 
man to death : that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled (i,,a 
o >..6yo, Tov 'll)uov 1r>...), which He spake, signifying by what 
manner of death He should die" (referring back to 1232). 

For Jn., the words of his Master were possessed of authority 
and inspired by foreknowledge; the event necessarily corre
sponded to what Jesus had said. 

(ix) In two or three passages Jn. seems to go beyond a state
ment of his own belief as to the inevitableness of the fulfilment 
of O.T. prophecy; for he has been thought to ascribe the same 
opinion to Jesus Himself. 

In 1318 we have: "I know whom I have chosen: but that 
the Scripture may be fulfilled, He tliat eateth my bread lifteth 
up his heel against me" (Ps. 419); and again in I J12 : '' I 
guarded them, and not one of them perished, but the son of 
perdition ; that the Scripture might be fulfilled," allusion 
probably being made to the same passage, Ps. 419 (but cL 
Ps. 1098, Acts 116). These phrases, as they stand, suggest 
that Jesus taught not only that the treachery of Judas was a 
" fulfilment " of Scripture, but that its progress was overruled 
in its incidents, so that "the Scripture might be fulfilled." 
It may be so, but this is not necessarily the true interpretation, 
for in both passages the recalling of O.T. prophecy may be but 
an editorial addition or a comment of the evangelist after his 
habit.1 

In like manner, iva 1rAl)pw0fi o >..6yos in 1525 (where see 
note) may be added to the report of the Lord's words by Jn., 
who found it apposite to cite ,µ,,ul)ua.v JJ.€ owp£av from Ps. 3519 

or Ps. 694• In any case, in this particular passage, some doubt 
must rest upon the accuracy of the report, which makes Jesus 
speak of" their Law," as if to separate Himself from Judaism. 

1 See p. xxxiv, and also the notes in lac. 
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Otherwise we have to suppose that Jesus taught that the cause
less hatred with which He was rejected had been fore-ordained 
in words of the Psalmist which had to be fulfilled. 

(11) THE J OHANNINE DOCTRINES OF LIFE AND 

JUDGMENT 

In Jewish thought the conception of a Day of Judgment 
when the future destiny of men shall be determined does not 
appear until after the Exile. One of the earliest allusions to 
this is in Dan. 122• 3 : '' Many of them that sleep in the dust 
of the earth shall awake, some to eternal life and some to shame 
and eternal contempt," a passage which (although it does not 
speak of a general resurrection) contemplates a separation of 
men into the righteous and unrighteous, and so presupposes 
judgment. 

The growth of the idea is intimately connected with the 
growth of the Messianic hope. J udgment is the prerogative 
of kings, and so it was the office of the Messianic King. " A 
throne shall be established in mercy, and one shall sit thereon 
in truth, in the tent of David, judging and seeking judgment" 
(Isa. 165 ; cf. Isa. 321). The theocratic King of Ps. 721 executes 
judgment in response to the petition, " Give the King Thy 
judgments, 0 God, and Thy righteousness unto the King's 
son "; or as the Targum has it, " Give the precepts of Thy 
judgment to King Messiah." It is noteworthy that the vision 
of Dan. ?13, which tells of One to come '' with the clouds of 
heaven like unto a son of man," does not ascribe the office of 
judgment to this Coming One, but rather to the Ancient of 
6ays, Who is the fount of all true judgment (cf. Deut. 117). 

However, when we come to the Book of Enoch, we find 
the doctrine of world judgment clearly expressed, and ,the 
office of judgment committed to the Son of Man.1 The various 
forms which the doctrine of judgment takes in this book are 
summarised by Charles on Enoch 453 : "The Elect One will sit 
on the throne of His glory, 453, 5s4, 623• 0 ••• being placed 
thereon by the Lord of Spirits, 618, 622 ; and His throne is 
likewise the throne of the Head of Days, 473 51 3," a typical 
passage being: " He sat on the throne of His glory, and the 
sum of judgment was committed unto Him, the Son of Man" 
(6927). How far the eschatology of this book was prevalent in 
Palestine in the first century we do not know precisely; but 
it is clear that the orthodox believed that the dead, or at 
any rate the righteous dead, would rise again. The Book of 
fubilees (2311) speaks of "the day of the Great Judgment," 

1 Cf. p. cxxvii. 
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and the Apocalypse of Baruch (503• 4 51 f.) tells of a resurrection 
at the Advent of Messiah for the purpose of judgment. The 
Second Book of Esdras belongs to the latter half of the first 
century, and is tinged with Christian thought; but its testi
mony is relevant here. In 2 Esd. 1233 it is said of the wicked 
that Messiah '' shall set them alive in His judgment, and when 
He bath reproved them, He shall destroy them." 

By Mk., Jesus is represented as saying of Himself: 
'' Ye shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 
of power, and coming with the clouds of heaven " (Mk. 
1462 ; cf. Mk. 1326 838). The picture of Him as the Judge 
at the Last Judgment is explicit in Mt. 25401·, His judg
ment being: "These shall go away into eternal punish
ment ; but the righteous into eternal life." The office 
of Judge is assigned to Him by the apostolic preachers: 
"This is He which was ordained of God to be the Judge of 
quick and dead " (Acts 1042); and again: " God hath ap
pointed a day in the which He will judge the world in righteous
ness by the man whom He hath ordained " (Acts 1731). Paul 
has the same doctrine; he speaks of " the Day when God 
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ " (Rom. 2 16 ; 

cf. 2 Cor. 5~0). 

It is, therefore, highly probable that Jewish doctrine in the 
first century conceived of Messiah as the Judge at the Last 
Judgment; and it is certain that in Mt., in the Acts, and in 
Paul it is taught that Jesus is to be that Judge. In claiming 
to be the Messiah of Jewish hopes, He claimed, as it would 
seem, to be the Judge of mankind at the Last Assize. 

Thus the language in which Jesus spoke to His Jewish 
disciples about the final judgment of mankind was the language 
of Jewish Apocalyptic. The images and the figures which He 
employed to bring home to His hearers the severity and cer
tainty of the Divine judgments were not unfamiliar to them. 
He always spoke to men in the language which they could best 
understand; and, as the first disciples were Jews, He spoke to 
them as a Jew would speak, conveying to them at the same 
time deeper and more spiritual truths than any of which Jews 
had dreamed. He was, in truth, the Messiah of their ancient 
traditions. 

In the first years of bewildered hope after His Ascension, 
the expectation was strong in many hearts, as the Pauline 
Epistles show, that the Son of Man would speedily come again 
in judgment to vindicate the Divine righteousness, and to 
fulfil the Divine purpose of the ages. But time went on; and, 
as the first generation of Christian believers passed away, it 
became evident that the Promise of the Lord's Coming, as 
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they had understood it, was not certainly to be fulfilled all 
at once. Jerusalem had fallen. The Temple was destroyed. 
Christianity was no longer a phase of Judaism. The thought 
of Jesus as the Messiah ceased to be the dominating thought 
of those who called Him Master. He was Messiah, but He 
was more. And it was the task of the last of the evangelists to 
remind the Church how much there was in the teaching of 
Jesus Himself as to the J udgment of Mankind, and the Coming 
of His Kingdom, that had been neglected in the eager faith 
of the little community which had so unerringly perceived in 
the Risen Lord the Christ of their fathers. 

Accordingly, we find in the Fourth Gospel, on the one hand, 
phrases entirely in the manner, so to speak, of Mt. and of the 
Acts and of Paul, as to Messiah and Messiah's judgment at the 
last; and, on the other hand, a wider and more catholic 
presentation of Jesus as the world's King and Saviour, whose 
Kingdom is already established in some degree. 

(a) To Jn., Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, just as He 
is to the Synoptists. Indeed, Jn. is the only evangelist who 
reproduces the Jewish title Messiah (142 425). If Jesus had 
not been Messiah, He could not have been the Light of the 
World, of Jew as well as of Greek. To Jn., as to the Synoptists, 
Jesus was the Son of Man of Daniel's vision.1 The words 
addressed to Nathanael (1°1) could not have been understood 
by any one not a Jew: "Ye shall see the heaven opened, and 
the angels ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 
That recalls the vision of the Son of Man of the Synoptists 
(Mk. 1462 and parls.). Jn. is not unmindful of this aspect 
of the teaching of Jesus, viz. that He proclaimed Himself as 
the Jewish Messiah, of whose judgment the Jewish Apocalypses 
had spoken. 

Further, Jn. is explicit in the announcement of a Great 
Assize at last, when all men shall be judged by the Son of 
Man. '' The hour cometh in which all that are in the tombs 
shall hear His voice, and shall come forth, they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done ill, unto the resurrection of judgment" (529). For this 
1rapovrria 2 cf. 1 Jn. 2 28 ; it is a Christian privilege that " we 
may have boldness in the Day of Judgment" (1 Jn. 417). That 
this doctrine appears in Jn. is only what we expect to find in 
writings which go back to the reminiscences of a Jewish disciple. 

(b) But, for Jn., Christianity has broken its Jewish fetters 
once for all. The aged apostle remembers, as he looks back, 
that there were teachings of Jesus which transcended all the 
hopes and thoughts of Judaism, and these are now reproduced 

1 Cf. p. cxxx. 2 Cf. p. lxii. 
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(through the medium of a disciple) for the instruction of the 
Church. The rigid ecclesiastical polity of the Jews was a 
thing of the past. And Jesus had said that it would not be 
permanent; that the time was coming when neither Samaria 
nor Jerusalem would be the spiritual home of the true wor
shippers of God (4211·). He had spoken, too, of His flock as 
embracing not only Jews but Gentiles (1016). Here were 
master thoughts, denying any exclusive privilege to the Jew, 
inconsistent or seemingly inconsistent with any millennial reign 
of Messiah on Mount Sion. In fact, when the Fourth Gospel 
was being written, Christianity was being accepted by Greek 
and Roman as well as Jew. And the catholicity of its appeal 
is perceived by the evangelist to be agreeable to the mind of 
Christ, as disclosed in sayings of His not yet recorded and only 
imperfectly understood. 

Moreover, it was becoming clear that the expectation of an 
Advent of the Son of Man and of the establishment in its ful
ness of the Kingdom of God in the near future was a mistaken 
expectation. There will, indeed, be a final consummation. 
Jn. is the only evangelist who uses the expression "the Last 
Day " (see on 639); he does not deny, rather he explicitly 
declares, the doctrine of a Great Assize, while he does not 
look for any immediate Advent of Christ in majesty, such 
as the first generation of Christians had expected. But the 
outlook of the Last Discourses (cc. 14-16) is directed to the 
future of the Church on earth rather than to any sudden and 
glorious Coming of the Master from heaven (cf., however, 
143). And this surprised the Apostles: "Lord, what is come 
to pass, that Thou wilt manifest Thyself to us, and not unto 
the world? " (1422). They had been told, " I will manifest 
myself unto him that loveth me" (1421); this was an Advent 
of Jesus to the faithful soul. But they were hardly content. 
Ar.d Jn. reports that Christ gave no other answer to their 
curiosity about His Coming than the quiet promise, '' If a 
man love me, he will keep my words . . . and we will make 
our abode with him " (1423

). 

Thus Jn. will not dwell on the prospect of the Final Judg
ment of the world as it had presented itself to Jewish minds. 
He knows that it was involved in the teaching of Christ, and 
he says so in the Gospel, stating it with greater explicitness in 
the First Epistle.1 But there was another element in that 
teaching which needed fresh emphasis. The judgment of 
the individual is determined in the present by his own attitude 
to .Christ : " he that believeth not is judged already" (318, 

where see note). This judgment is not arbitrary, but inevitable, 
1 Seep. lxii. 
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and is the issue of a moral necessity. In the sight of God, to 
whom a thousand years are as one day, the predestined future 
is as certain as the past, and it may be discerned in the present. 
Die Weltgeschichte ist das Weltgericht: "he that believeth 
not is judged already." And so, on the other hand, with the 
believer in Christ : '' he comes not into judgment, but has 
passed from death into life" (524). Those who believe in Him 
shall be safe at the last (u26 ; cf. 1i2), and He will' 'raise them 
up " (639• 40, etc.). In virtue of the Life which they share with 
Him, they will be sharers of the Resurrection unto eternal life. 

A third doctrine which Jn. expounds with greater fulness 
than the Synoptists is the doctrine of life here and hereafter. 
In the Synoptists, indeed, the teaching of Jesus is explicit 
as to a future life and a resurrection to judgment both of 
righteous and unrighteous, while at the same time He points 
out that the conditions of this future existence are necessarily 
dissimilar to those of our bodily life here (Mk. 1225f.). In Jn. 
the thought emerges that the l;w~ aiwvwc; of the future may 
begin in the present. It is already possessed by him who 
believes in Jesus (315• 16• 36 640• 47) or in the Father who sent 
Him (524). It is both a present possession and a hope of the 
future. This is the reason why Jn. can speak of judgment 
being already determined; it begins here and is fulfilled here
after, as life also is. 

It is to be observed, however, that this ,doctrine of (w~ 
aiwvwc; is not peculiar to Jn., but is also found in the Synop
tists, although it is by them expressed in a different way, in 
terms of the Jewish concept of the Kingdom of God to which 
the Synoptic references are so frequent. In Jn., " eternal 
life," the life of the citizenship of the "Kingdom of God," is 
that on which a man enters after he has been born avwfhv (33). 

The Kingdom of God, according to the Synoptist presentation, 
is at once present and future. It is future, if we contemplate 
its complete fulfilment (e.g. Mt. 812 1J43 2534, Mk. 947, Lk. 1328) 

and pray "Thy Kingdom come" (Mt. 610). But, in another 
sense, it is present now. "The Kingdom of God is within you" 
(Lk. 1721 ; cf. Lk. 620 u 20). And to enter into it one must 
become like a little child (Mt. 183, Mk. 1015, Lk. 1817), a condi
tion which should be compared with Jn. 33• To enter into 
the Kingdom of God and to enter into life are, indeed, treated 
by Mk. as identical expressions (Mk. 945• 47). It thus appears 
that the spiritual doctrine of (w~ aiwvwc; of which Jn. is so 
full, is implicit in the Synoptic Gospels, which speak of the 
Kingdom of God coming and come, just as in Jn. we read of 
eternal life as both future and already present.1 

1 See, further, p. clxii. 
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Hence there is no inconsistency, as has sometimes been 
suggested, between the two sides of the J ohannine teaching 
about eternal life. '' He that believeth on me hath eternal 
life," and "I will raise him up at the last day," express the 
same doctrine, viz. that whether in this worl.d or in the world 
to come, life, that is, the spiritual life, which is " life indeed," 
is found in Christ alone. This is the perpetual theme of the 
Fourth Gospel. 

In Christ is life (14). This He has in Himself as God has 
( 526). He has the words of eternal life ( 668). His words are 
life (663). To know Him is eternal life (173). He is the Life 
(146). He gives the living water which continually and etern
ally vivifies the energies of the spirit (414 738). He came that 
His flock might have life (1010). He is the Bread of Life (635), 

the Bread which sustains life. The Bread which He gives is 
His Flesh, given for the life of the world (651). Without this 
no one has life (653); but he that eats of it abides in Christ 
(656 ; cf. 154). They who follow Him have the light of life 
(812). That is the secret of eternal life in this present stage of 
being. (See further on 1126.) 

So, too, is it after death. Christ quickens the dead, as the 
Father does. o vio, oi:l, (U>..n (wo,ro1£'i (521). Those who keep 
His word shall not taste of death (851). He is not only the 
Life ; He is at once " the Resurrection and the Life " (1126). 

Those to whom He gives eternal life never perish ; no one 
plucks them out of His hand (1028). 

Others will perish (316); those who are rebellious shall not 
see life, but God's wrath rests upon them (336). " If ye will 
not believe that I am He, ye shall die in your sins " (824). 

" If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch and is 
withered; and they gather them and cast them into the fire, 
and they are burned " (156). 

Such is the doctrine of J udgment and of Life expounded 
in the Fourth Gospel. The evangelist is at once Hebraist 
and Hellenist. He wrote "that ye may believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God" (a Jewish belief, for Greeks 
and pagans had no thought of Messiah), and also " that 
believing ye may have life in His Name," a universal 
message which it is of supreme consequence to all men to 
apprehend. 

There are, then, in Jn. these two contrasted views of the 
future life, one pointing back to Hebraism, the other more akin 
to Hellenism, but both accepted by the evangelist. To rule 
out either as foreign to his thought is not scientific criticism. 
Thus Wendt 1 has been followed by some scholars in his view 

1 St. John's Gospel, p. 136. 

l 



clxii DOCTRINAL TEACHING OF FOURTH GOSPEL [Oh: VI. 

that the phrase ;, laxaT'f/ ;,µ.lpa is an interpolation added by 
an editor in 639• 4o. 44• 45 11 24 1248 ; his reason apparently being 
that the doctrine of a '' last day " or '' day of judgment " is 
inconsistent with the spiritual doctrine of eternal life which Jn. 
unfolds. But there is nothing in the style of these verses to 
suggest that they are not J ohannine. If we extrude from the 
text of a book every phrase which does not seem to us to be 
congenial to the argument, we may indeed reduce the residuum 
to a consistent whole, but it does not follow that we are doing 
justice to the author's opinions or that we have got nearer to 
what he originally set down. We may think it strange that 
a Hellenist should be a Hebraist in certain regions of thought. 
But the writer of the Fourth Gospel was both. 

(m) THE KINGDOM OF Gon AND THE NEw BIRTH 

The Kingdom of God, coming and come, is a principal 
topic in the Synoptic reports of the teaching of Jesus. Many 
of His parables are concerned with the explanation of its 
significance. In a sense, it is a present reality (Lk. 1721), but 
it is more frequently named in the Synoptic Gospels as an 
ideal to be realised in the future (Mt. 610, Mk. 91, etc.), the 
signs of its approach not being always apparent (Lk. 1720).1 

The phrases, "the Kingdom of Heaven," "the Kingdom of 
God " were not unfamiliar to the Jews, of whom some looked 
for a political and social Utopia, a happy future for their race 
and nation; while others, more spiritually minded, understood 
that righteousness rather than prosperity was the ideal of a 
community over whom Yahweh was King. Of this Kingdom 
Jesus taught that no one could become a citizen without a 
spiritual change, without turning away from material things, 
and approaching God with the simplicity and single-heartedness 
of a little child (Mt. 183, Mk. I015, Lk. 1817). It is this last 
conception that is expounded with startling emphasis in the 
discourse of Jesus with Nicodemus: "Except a man be born 
from above, he cannot see the Kingdom of God" (Jn. 33). 

The idea of rebirth is not peculiar to Christianity. The 
Brahman, the spiritual aristocrat of India, is " twice born." 
In the Novella of Justinian (lxxviii.) it is asserted of a manu
mitted slave that he has To T~<; TraAiyy,vwias UKawv. Wetstein, 
who quotes this, quotes also the saying of Apuleius that 
the day of a convert's initiation is his birthday. The idea, 
indeed, is frequent in the Mystery religions which had a 
vogue at the end of the first century. Mithraism may have 
been affected by Christian phraseology, but in any case the 

1 See above, p. clx. 
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expression used of one who has been initiated, renatus in 
ceternum, is noteworthy.1 

More to the point, when examining Jn. 33, is the language 
used in Rabbinical writings of Gentile proselytes who have 
accepted Judaism. "A man's father only brought him into 
this world; his teacher, who taught him wisdom, brings him 
into the life of the world to come." 2 Wetstein quotes: "The 
stranger who is proselytised is like a child newly born, because 
he must break away from his former teachers and principles, 
as well as from the ties of kinship." 3 The germ of this meta
phor, which is a very natural one, appears in such passages as 
Ps. 8]4; and it may have been familiar to the Rabbis of the 
first century, although the Talmud, as we have it, being of 
later date, does not prove this to demonstration. The narra
tive of the discourse with Nicodemus (310) seems to represent 
Jesus as expressing surprise that he, a master of Israel, should 
not be acquainted with the doctrine of rebirth, but this is not 
quite certain. See notes on 34• 10• 

In any case, Nicodemus, as one of the Sanhedrim, must 
have been familiar with the phrase "the Kingdom of God," 
which he and his fellows were accustomed to interpret in terms 
of the Messianic expectation of future prosperity and peace. 
It was for the future, rather than the present; and its ideals 
were political and social rather than spiritual, although spiritual 
ideals were not wholly absent from it. But he was hardly 
prepared to be told that he was not following the path 
which led to the Kingdom, and · that without a complete 
change of attitude he could not enter it. He must become 
like a child before its Heavenly Father; he must be "born 
again." 

This phrase, however, is expanded in v. 5, where it takes 
the form " born (or begotten) of water and the Spirit." This 
ha:; generally been interpreted of baptism, and the interpreta
tion demands careful analysis. 

It must first be observed that the representation of baptism 
as a new birth is infrequent in the N.T. We find it, perhaps, in 
1 Pet. 1 3• 23, where Christians are described as " begotten again 
not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible "; and it appears 
in the phrase >-..ovTpov 1ra>-..iyyeveu{a~ (Tit. J5). Paul gener
ally speaks of baptism, not as a new birth, but as a '' burial 
with Christ" in the baptismal waters followed by a rising 

1 This phrase, which refers to the taurobolium, appears first in the 
fourth century (C.I.L. vi. 510). 

2 Mishna, Surenhus. iv. u6, quoted by Schurer, Hi'st. of Jewish 
People, i. 317 (Eng. Tr.). 

8 Yebamoth, 62a. 
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again therefrom (Rom. 63, Col. 2 12).1 But, at the same time, 
for Paul a man in Christ is "a new creation" (2 Cor. 517), 

and this thought is not far from that of the " regeneration " 
of the Christian believer, and the image of baptism as a new 
birth. 

At any rate, this image is used in the literature of the second 
and third centuries, more frequently than any other, to illus
trate baptism. In the note on J5 passages are quoted from 
" 2 Clement" (about 140 A.D.) and Hermas, which treat J5 as 
having a baptismal reference. So Justin says: We bring the 
catechumens " where there is water, and after the same manner 
of regeneration as we also were regenerated ourselves, they are 
regenerated "; and he proceeds to cite 33 (loosely, after his 
wont).2 Christ, he says in another place, "was made the 
beginning of a new race which is regenerated by Him through 
water and faith and wood, which contains the Mystery of the 
Cross." 3 Both Hippolytus 4 and Iren~us 5 speak of the 
" laver of regeneration "; and Iren~us more than once de
scribes baptism as " the power of regeneration unto God." 6 

Clement of Alexandria in like manner uses the verb '' to be 
regenerated" as equivalent to " to be baptized." 7 

Hence, although the doctrine of baptism as a new birth 
is not prominent in the N.T., it was probably recognised by 
the end of the first century, as it certainly was in the second 
century; and if we are to take Jn. J5 as accurately reporting a 
saying of Jesus, He gave to the image the seal of His authority. 

There are, however, grave difficulties in the way of this, 
the usual, interpretation of the passage. That Jesus is the 
Author of the terse and pregnant aphorism, '' Except a man 
be begotten from above (avw0.v) he cannot see the Kingdom of 
God" (Jn. 33), need not be doubted; it is, as we have seen, but 
a picturesque and arresting statement of the Synoptic sayirig, 
'' Except ye become as little children, ye cannot enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven" (Mt. 183). But if, in His discourse with 
Nicodemus, He explained '' being begotten from above " 
(v. 3) as " being begotten of water and the Spirit" (v. 5), and 
this latter phrase is to be understood of baptism, it can only be 
John's baptism 8 which was indicated, for Christian baptism 
was not yet instituted as an initiatory rite. As Jn. observes 
(739, where see note), " the Spirit was not yet given because 

1 I have discussed the symbolism of baptism more fully in Studia 
Sacra, p. 5r f. 

2 A pot. i. 6r. 8 Tryph. 138. 
4 Theoph. ro. • Hter. v. 15. 3. 
• Hter. iii. 17. 1; cf. i. 21. 1. 7 Pted. vi. sub init. 
8 The Pharisees did not accept John's baptism (Lk. 730). 
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Jesus was not yet glorified." But John's baptism could hardly 
have been described as " being born of water and the Spirz"t." 
It is true that Ezekiel (3025) speaks of the new spirit that comes 
by sprinkling (cf. Ps. 51 2 • 7 , Zech. 131); but Jn. expressly 
distinguishes the baptism of John which was iv v8an only 
from that of Jesus which was to be iv 1rvEvp,a-n &.y{'I' (133). At 
a later date it was reported that John's adherents did not know 
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 192). If Jesus in the words of Jn. J5 
recommended to Nicodemus that he should submit himself to 
baptism by John, He ascribed a spiritual efficacy to that 
baptism which was unknown to john's own adherents. 

It is difficult to resist the inference that the words Jt voaw;; 
were not part of the original Saying of Jesus which is repro
duced by Jn., but that the form which the Saying takes in J5 
is due to the evangelist (or to a later editor) who is expressing 
it in the language of the uext generation, and with an applica
tion wider than, and differing from, that which it bore when 
addressed to Nicodemus. That Jesus enforced upon Nico
demus the necessity for a spiritual change, for "regeneration," 
is, indeed, highly probable ; but that as the road to this He 
should have recommended the baptism of John, and above all 
that He should have described this as "being born of water 
and of the Spirit," is improbable. 

What has happened here is that Jn. has taken a great Saying 
of Jesus (v. 3), addressed, it may be, to Nicodemus in the first 
instance, and that he has restated it in v. 5, in terms of the 
doctrine of Christian baptism which was beginning to take 
shape at the end of the first century. The Saying of Jesus, 
it can hardly be doubted, laid stress on the spiritual change 
which candidates for the Kingdom of Heaven must undergo; 
they must be born avw0Ev (v. 3); and it was natural in early 
days of persecution and trial that the critical moment should 
be identified with the moment of baptism, when the new con
vert deliberately professed faith in Jesus as the Son of God, 
and accepted the resulting obligations and perils. 

We have to reckon, of course, with the doctrine of baptism 
as applicable to adult proselytes. When it became customary 
(as it did at an early date) to baptize infants, the doctrine under
went necessary modifications. In the beginning, conversion
the change of mind and heart consequent on a conviction of 
the unique claims of Jesus-was indistinguishable from re
generation, the new birth into a world of larger and freer 
opportunity. But once the practice of baptizing infants was 
adopted, as agreeable to the mind of Christ, it became obvious 
that the initial regeneratt"on was not a conversion, in any in
telligible sense, for an infant has no settled purpose or habit 
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of mind or mental outlook which needs to be changed; and 
thus the term conversion was reserved for that subsequent 
awakening of a spiritual sense and of a turning to God, which 
may be either sudden or gradual, according to the life-history 
of the individual concerned. The neglect of these elementary 
considerations has been mischievous in keeping alive contro
versies about baptismal regeneration which have sometimes 
been only disputes about words. 

At v. 16 the discourse with Nicodemus passes into an 
exposition of the doctrine of eternal life, which is apparently 
(see on v. 16) due to the evangelist himself. The topic is, 
however, not a new one. It is the same topic as that of the 
'' Kingdom of God " with which the discourse opens; but 
the evangelist expounds it after his own manner and in language 
which may appeal to Greek no less than to Jew. "Eternal 
life " is the desire of all mankind; and the spiritual movement 
which is requisite if the desire is to be satisfied is an act of 
faith in Jesus as the Son of God. This is the perpetual theme 
of the Fourth Gospel. 

(IV) THE EUCHARISTIC DOCTRINE OF JN. 

A 

The author of the Fourth Gospel gives no explicit account 
of the institution of the Lord's Supper. That he knew of 
it is certain, for at the earliest date to which the Gospel can be 
assigned the Eucharist was an established Christian rite (1 Cor. 
1016f., Acts 242 207) whose significance was fully realised. 
Jn. tells of the Last Supper (c. 13), but he does not identify 
it with the Paschal Feast as the Synoptists do, placing it on 
the eve of the Passover. He has in this particular departed 
from the Synoptic tradition, which, seemingly, he wishes to 
correct.1 For Jn. the Passover Victim was Jesus on the Cross, 
and it may be that his omission to record the institution of the 
Lord's Supper is due to his desire to avoid the suggestion that 
the Eucharist is the Christian Passover; just as, unlike the 
Synoptists, he avoids sacramental language (see on 611) in his 
account of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, which took place 
shortly before a Passover celebration. 

B 

We next observe that the discourse which, in Jn.'s narra
tive, follows the Feeding of the Five Thousand is reminiscent 

1 Seep. cvi. 
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of sacramental language, more particularly towards its close; 
and this must be examined in some detail. 

That some words were spoken at Capernaum (626- 42- 59) 

which told of the heavenly Bread as superior to the loaves 
provided for the hungry multitude is not difficult of credence. 
But that the whole discourse, as it is found in 626"58, belongs to 
this occasion is improbable. It falls into three sections, vv. 
26-40, vv. 41-51", vv. 51b-58. The first section tells of the 
Bread from heaven which God gives to those who believe in 
Jesus, and it announces that Jesus is, Himself, the Bread of 
Life. Th~ second section is introduced by objections raised 
by "the Jews," and speaks further of Jesus as the Bread of 
Life, but does not say explicitly that this Bread is the gift of 
the Father. The objectors seem to be Galiheans (v. 42), 
although they are called " Jews," the term that is used through
out the Gospel for the opponents of Jesus. In the third section 
the terminology is changed, and not only the terminology but 
the doctrine as well. For Jesus speaks now, not of Himself 
as the heavenly Bread continually given by the Father to 
believers, but of the Bread which He is, Himself, to give them 
in the future (oJ<Tw, v 51). This gift is described as His flesh 
and His blood, which He will give for the life of the world, 
and which when appropriated by the believer will be the source 
and the guarantee of eternal life. 

The three sections of this discourse are bound together by 
Jn., and he represents them as forming a whole. The refrain 
" I will raise him up at the last day "occurs in all three sections 
(vv. 39, 40, 44, 54). The same is true of the expression, " who 
(or which) came down from heaven," which occurs seven 
times (vv. 33, 38, 41, 42, 50, 51, 58). And the :reference to the 
manna in the wilderness (v. 31) is answered in v. 49 and again 
in v. 58. There is a general unity of theme, the doctrine 
expounded from beginning to end being the main J ohannine 
doctrine, viz. that the only way to life is belief in Jesus, a 
belief which involves continuous " feeding " on Him, i.e. the 
refreshment and invigoration of man by perpetual communion 
with the Son of Man. 

C 

The discourse as a whole, and especially its third section, 
is couched in Eucharistic language. Jn.'s doctrine of "feed
ing " on Christ is, indeed, a spiritual and mystical doctrine; 
but it is not doubtful that he means, in vv. 51b-58, to suggest 
that at any rate one mode of thus " feeding " on Christ is 
through the sacrament of the Holy Communion. To speak 
of eating Christ's flesh and drinking His blood is a metaphor 
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intensely realistic and quite extraordinary,1 going far beyond 
the teaching about the heavenly bread in the verses which 
precede. Perhaps the emphasis laid here upon the " flesh " 
and " blood " of Christ is in polemical reference to the Docet
ism which Jn. always had in view.2 But, in any case, the 
language is Eucharistic and was recognised as such so soon 
as the Fourth Gospel began to be read. Two or three 
witnesses may be cited here in proof of this. 

1. The Eucharistic language of Ignatius (about 110 A.D.) is 
clearly influenced by Jn. 6. 

(a) apTOV 0eov 0i>..w, o £CTTLV uapt TOV XPLCTTOV • • • Kat 1r6µa 
0i>..w TO alp.a avrnv, o ECTTLV &:ycb·17 acp0apToS (Rom. vii.). Here we 
have the apTO, 0iov of Jn. 633 identified with the uapt of Jn. 651, 
and the words about the drinking of Christ's blood go back to 
the same source. Despite his realism, Ignatius is a mystic 
like Jn. (cf. also Trail. viii., Phi/ad. i.); and his doctrine of 
the Eucharist is like Jn.'s in this, that he does not state it so 
as to exclude other methods of approach to God. 

(b) In Phi/ad. iv., the reference to the Eucharist is ex
plicit. CT7rOv8auaTE otv µi(l. ivxaptCTTL'f XPYJCT0at • µ{a -yap uapt TOV 
Kvpfov ~µwv 'I17uov XptCTTOV, Ka< ~v 1rorfJpwv (L\i tVWCTU' TOV aiµarns 
avTov. The point to be noted is the use of uapt for the Body 
of Christ in the Eucharist, as in Jn. 6, a phraseology not found 
elsewhere in the New Testament. 

(c) The same inference may be drawn from Smyrn. vi., 
where Ignatius says that the Docetce ivxapiuT{a, Kat 1rpouw~. 
&1rixoVTat Sia TO µ~ oµo>..o-yi,v ~v ivxaptuTlav uapKa ilvat TOV 
uwTYJpo, ~µwv 'I17uov XpiuTov, a passage as startling in its realism 
as Jn. 6. 

2. Justin (about 145 A.D.) uses similar language. He says 
(Apo!. i. 66) that as the Word was made flesh, and as Jesus 
had both flesh and blood for our salvation, so also the Euchat
istic food is, we are taught, the uapt and arµa of Christ. The 
reference is, again, to Jn. 651. 54, 

That Ignatius and Justin should have applied the language 
of Jn. 6 51b·58 to the Eucharist is not surprising, for this has been 
done in every Christian age. But inasmuch as they provide 
the earliest patristic allusions to Jn. 6, their testimony is especi
ally apposite, as indicating the obvious interpretation of'' eating 
the flesh and drinking the blood " of Christ. 3 

1 In Ezek. 3918 • 19 there is mention of eating the flesh and drinking 
the b~ood of men ; but this refers to the slaughter and destruction of 
enemies. 

2 Cf. Pfleiderer, Prim. Christianity, iv. 38 f. So Ignatius (Smyrn. 
vi.) uses the argument that the Eucharist implies the reality of Christ's 
Jl.esh. 

·3 This is the interpretation adopted in the Prayer of Humble Access 
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It will be observed that the promise of eternal life which 
is attached in vv. 54, 58, to the eating of the flesh and drinking 
of the blood of Christ, did not deter the second-century Fathers 
from giving this passage a Eucharistic reference. For Ignatius 
the Eucharist was a means of union with Christ, and so of 
sharing in His Passion and Resurrection. A strong passage is 
Eph. xx : lva aprov KA.wvu~ o ElTTlV cf,apµ.aKOV &.0avaCTia~, &.vr,ooros 
TOV µ.~ &.1ro0av(tV &>..>..a {ijv EV 'l"]CTOV XptlTT<j, Ota 1ravr6s. Iremeus 
(Heer. iv. 18: 5, v. 2) even argues that our fleshly bodies must 
inherit eternal life because they partake of the Eucharistic food. 
The date of the Didache is uncertain,1 but if it were of the 
second century, then the language of the Post-Communion 
prayer would be noteworthy here : " Thou didst bestow upon 
US -rrv£vµaTtK~V Tpocf:,71v Kal 1rDTov Kal tw~v aiWvtov." 

3. Both the Old Syriac (about 200 A.D.) and the Peshitta 
Syriac (about 450 A.n.) render <Ta.pt in the seven places where 
it occurs in Jn. 6 (vv. 51-56, 63) by the Syriac word pagar, 
which is the rendering of <Twµ.a in the Synoptic accounts of the 
Institution of the Lord's Supper. That is, the Syriac version 
of Jn. 651b runs: "The bread which I will give is my Body, 
for the life of the world," which at once suggests Lk. 2219 : 

TOVTO E(TTL TO lTW/J,O. µ.ov [To hEp vµ.wv 0100µ.(vov] or I Cor. u 24 : 
TOVTO µ.ov E(TT! TO CTWµ.a TO 1J7rEp vµ.wv. As early, then, as 200 A.D. 
the Syriac Church translated Jn. 6 in such a way as to make a 
Eucharistic reference explicit and unmistakable. To this trans
lation we shall come back presently. 

Thus a Eucharistic reference in J fl. 651b·58 is not to be evaded. 
This does not mean that a non-sacramental explanation might 
not be placed by a Christian reader upon the mystical phrase
ology of the passage. No one would deny that there may be 
ways of '' eating the flesh and drinking the blood " of Christ 
in a spiritual manner which do not involve sacramental feeding. 
But the language is sacramental, and was so understood 
throughout the second century. 

D 

If we accept literally the J ohannine statement that the 
words of Jn. 651b-ss were addressed to Jews in the synagogue of 
Capernaum, after the Feeding of the Five Thousand, then the 
further statement that they were treated by the hearers as 
incredible and as a " hard saying " (v. 60) follows as of course. 
It could not have been otherwise. Even those who had 

in the Anglican Liturgy, where it is derived from the Order of Com
munion of 1548. 

1 CI. p. Jxxvii. 



clxx DOCTRINAL TEACHING OF FOURTH GOSPEL [Oh. VI. 

been disciples of Jesus would naturally be shaken in their 
allegiance. 

It is true that in Jn. (see on J14) the prediction of Jesus that 
death would be the end of His ministry is placed at an earlier 
period than in the Synoptists, and therefore such a prediction 
at this point is consistent with the J ohannine narrative as a 
whole. But it is specially perplexing to find a prediction 
addressed to "the Jews," who were outside the circle of His 
immediate followers, to the effect that He would give His flesh 
for the world's life. This can hardly be historical. And, 
again, the language in which this momentous announcement 
is couched is definitely sacramental. It would thus appear 
that Jesus took this opportunity, before the Eucharist was 
instituted, of making prophetic reference to it as a means of 
grace and as the appointed way of communion with Him. 
This has been held by many expositors, but it is very difficult 
to accept, having regard to the audience and the occasion of 
the discourse. 

The conclusion which seems to emerge is that the discourse 
of Jn. 626•58, either in whole or in part, is placed out of its 
historical context. We have seen that, at any rate, vv. 51b-58 
are reminiscent of the words spoken by Jesus at the institution 
of the Eucharist on the eve of His Passion. Very little is told 
by the Synoptists of what was said by Him on that occasion, 
and it may well be that, as in other cases, the Fourth Gospel 
here supplies what is not to be found in the narratives of its 
predecessors. An examination of the word uapt, as repre
sented in Syriac, provides, as we shall see, reason for accepting 
Jn. 651b as the Johannine version of the actual words used at the 
institution of the Lord's Supper. 

E 

Let us ask the question, " Is the Aramaic word behind <Ta.pt 
in Jn. 651b the same as the Aramaic word behind uwp,a in Mk. 
i422, Lk. 2219? " 

The general distinction between <Ta.pt and <Twp.a in the 
N.T. is no more than this, that uwp,a is the organised <Tapf, the 
bodily nature regarded as an organic whole. In Eph. 2 15 the 
<Ta.pt of Christ is mentioned where we should expect <Twp.a, 
probably because uwp,a is used in v. 16 of His mystical body. 
In Col. 1 22 we find the expression T6 <Twp.a Ti;, uapK6<; avTOv, 
both words being employed to describe the body of Christ. 
Jn. avoids the word uwp,a, using it only (see on 2 21) of a dead 
body; and prefers uapt (cf. 114), probably because he wishes 
to emphasise the fact of the Incarnation, as against the nascent 
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Docetism of the age.1 And so the word erwµa, which is common 
to the Synoptic and the Pauline narratives of the institution 
of the Eucharist, does not occur in Jn. 6. 

In the LXX era.pt and erwµa are both used to render the 
Hebrew i~;, a word which is nearly always behind era.pt and 
more frequently than any other word behind erwµa. And if the 
Aramaic form of ii;,'~ were the word used by Jesus when He 
said "This is my Body," it might be rendered erwµa or era.pt 
according to the idiosyncrasy of the translator. 

There is, however, another Aramaic word which may 
have been that actually used at the institution of the Lord's 
Supper, viz. the Aramaic form of the Hebrew iJ.~. In the 
O.T. iJ.~ is rendered only three times by erwµa, and.then always 
in the sense of dead body (Gen. 1511, 2 Kings 1935, Isa. 3736); 

but by the first century of our era it is quite possible that it 
may have been used to denote a living body. As we have 
already seen, the Syriac versions of Jn. 6 always give pagar 
as their translation of era.pt; viz. the same word as they use in 
rendering "This is my Body." And this Syriac pagar in 
Jn. 6 may well be a reversion to the actual word used by Jesus 
at the institution of the Eucharist. 

In any case, whether the original word used at the Last 
Supper was the Aramaic it:l~=Hebr. i~~. or the Aramaic form 
of iJ.~, it is clear that it might have been rendered by erwµa or 
by ~dp~ according to the habit of the translator.2 

F 

That the memory of the Aramaic word actually used by 
Jesus should not have been preserved may be thought sur
prising, but it is not more surprising than the variety of the 
forms which the Greek version of the words of institution 
has assumed. 3 

The words following the blessing of the bread are as follows 
in the various reports : 

(1) In Mk.: "Take; this is my Body." 
(2) In Mt.: "Take, eat ; this is my Body." 

1 Thus, in the Apostles' Creed, the earlier versions have "resur
rection of the flesh," which afterwards became "resurrection of the 
body," no doctrinal difference being intended. 

2 Abbott (Diat. 1326 ff.) holds that TO <Twµ,d µ,ou in the words of 
institution is to be interpreted as " myself " ; but this does not 
adequately represent <Twµ,a.. 

• See, for textual discussion of these passages, Sanday in D.B. ii. 
636£. 
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(3) In the Western text of Lk.: " This is my Body." 
(4) In the later and fuller text of Lk. : '' This is my 

Body, which is given for ({ndp) you ; this do in 
remembrance of me." 

(5) In Paul : " This is my Body, which is for ({ndp) 
you ; this do in remembrance of me." 

(6) In Jn.: "The bread which I will give is my Body 
(so the Syriac has it), for (inrep) the life of the 
world." 

It may be taken as certain that the words " This (bread) is 
my Body" were used; and also that, either in connexion with 
the Bread or the Cup, it was said by Jesus that what was given 
was " on behalf of" men. Thus Mk., Mt., Lk., connect the 
words TO V7rEp 1r0Uwv (or vµwv) £KXVWOfJ-£VOV with the giving 
of the Cup, while Paul and the longer text of Lk. have also 
v1r£p vµwv of the a-wµa which is given; the allusion to the 
impending sacrifice on the Cross being obvious. We have 
the same in Jn., who reports that Jesus said, "The bread 
which I will give is my Body, for the life of the world." 
The universal efficacy of Christ's sacrifice is a favourite 
doctrine of Jn. In 1 29 the Baptist points to Jesus as taking 
away T~V aµapT[av TOV Kocrµov. In I Jn. 2 2 he is not con
tent with stating that Christ is a propitiation (i.\aa-µ6,) for 
(1r£pi) our sins, but he adds, "and not for ours only," 
&.\.\a Kat 1r£pt o.\ov Tov Koa-µov. So in his account of the 
eucharistic words he goes beyond the v1r'ip vµwv of Lk. 
and Paul, and even beyond the v1rEp 1ro.\.\wv of Mk.; the 
content of these sacred words to him was v1rEp T~, Tov Koa-µov 
{w~<;. 

The idea that the Eucharistic rite was instituted as a 
memorial, d, T~v lµ,~v &va.p.vYJa-iv, is peculiar in the N.T. to 
Paul and the longer text of Lk. It does not appear in 
Mk., Mt., or the Western text of Lk., nor do we find 
it in Jn. The earliest appearance of this belief outside 
the N.T. seems to be in Justin, who quotes (Apo!. i. 66) 
TOVTO 71"0((£T( d, ~v &va.p.VYJ<FLV µov, TOVTO £<TTL TO a-wµa. µov, 
apparently from Lk. 2219• Cf. also Justin, Tryph. 41, 70. 
We have to bear in mind throughout the examination of 
sacramental passages in Jn., that (like Mk.) he gives no 
hint of the Pauline and Lucan doctrine that the Eucharist 
was instituted as a memorz"al.1 It is, for him, a means of 
spiritual " feeding " on Christ, the assimilation of His 
humanity. 

1 This must be taken in connexion with the fact that he prob. 
ably knew the text of Lk. (p. xcix), as well as the Pauline Epistles 
(p. cxxxvii). 
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G 

So far, we have had under review the eucharistic language 
in c. 6 only. But an examination of 151 •12 also discloses 
allusions to the Eucharist. 

It is argued elsewhere 1 that cc. 15, 16 are out of place in 
the traditional texts of the Fourth Gospel, and that c. 15 should 
follow immediately after 1330• Judas has left the Upper Room, 
and it appears that this is the point in the narrative (see on 1J4) 
at which we must suppose the Eucharist to have been insti
tuted. 2 Now there are only two passages in which Jesus 
is said to have mentioned the vine, although in two or three 
parables He spoke of vineyards. The first is Mk. 1425 (see the 
parallels Mt. 2629, Lk. 22 18): "I will no more drink of the 
fruit of the vine (To yivvr,p.a T~, &preAov) until that day when I 
drink it new with you in the kingdom of God." The words 
are full of difficulty, but they mean at least that Jesus announced 
to His disciples His approaching death: He would never 
drink wine again on earth with them. But for " wine " the 
unexpected and unusual paraphrase '' fruit of the vine " or 
" juice of the vine " is used, the thoughts of the hearers being 
directed to the source from which the wine on the table was 
derived. It is remarkable that the discourse which for other 
reasons we have placed at this point should begin " I am the 
True Vine," and should proceed to develop the lesson that the 
life of the branches is dependent on their sharing the life of the 
Vine. 

The eucharistic wine is described by Clement of Alexandria 
as To a!p.a ~- dp.7rEAov rnil Aa/3{8 (Quis di·ues saluetur, § 29); 
and one of the eucharistic thanksgivings in the Didache (§ 9) is 
EvxaptUTOVJJ,£V UOL ••• V7rEp T~, ay{a, dp.7r£AOV Aa/318 TOV 7ratOo, 
uov, ij, l.yvwptua, ~p.tv Ota 'Ir,uov TOV 7rat0o, UOL, Origen, too, 
uses the words '' before we are inebriated with the blood of 
the true vine, which rises up from the root of David." 3 

These passages only show that the idea of Jesus as the Vine 
was associated with eucharistic thoughts. But in another 
passage (on Ps. 10415) Origen brings together the two verses 
Mk. 1425 and Jn. 151, when he is speaking again (in allusion 
to Ps. 235) of the spiritual inebriation of the eucharistic Cup, 
'rO yivvr,p.a T~, &11.r,{hv~, dp.7rt/\.ov JJ,(0VUKOV w, KpanuTOV 4 (see also 
p. clxxv below). 

We have seen that the language of the latter part of c. 6, 
while definitely sacramental, does not exclude the possibility 
of a spiritual feeding on Christ by the faithful soul. It is 

1 P. xx. a Tatian places the institution after 1331. 

a Lommatzsch, xi. 258. ' Ibid. xi. 456. 
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equally true that the allegory of the Vine and the branches 
which are sustained by its life permeating and quickening 
them, does not tefer (and was never taken to refer) solely to 
the Eucharist; but that it was suggested in the first instance 
by the words of institution seems probable, nevertheless. 

As we have already pointed out, there is no trace in Jn. of that 
aspect of the Eucharist in which it is a Memorial, d, rl.vaµv71aw. 
He reproduces " This is my Body " at 651, and proceeeds to lay 
stress on the necessity for the Christian of feeding on it. He 
speaks in like manner and in the same sentence of " drinking " 
the " Blood" of Christ, (653), and records words of Jesus 
signifying that without such " eating " and " drinking " 
the Christian disciple has no " life in himself." The wine 
represents the Blood of Christ and of this all His disciples 
are to drink, thus assimilating His Life. Now this is the same 
teaching as in 15ltr.. Jesus is the Vine, through which and 
from which the wine of life flows, and this wine must be assimi
lated by the branches of the vine, or they will die. 

Just as Jesus claimed to be o a.pro, o rl..\710iv6, (632), so He 
claims (1s1) to be ~ /1µ1r(Ao, ~ &..\710iv~. He is the Real Bread 
(as contrasted with the earthly bread which typified it), and 
so He is the Real Vine (as contrasted with the vine of whose 
juice 1 the disciples had partaken at the Last Supper). In c. 6, 
the immediate consequence of the disciple's feeding on this 
Bread and drinking this Wine is, '' he abideth in me and I 
in him" (656). And so too in 1s4, this mutual abiding is the 
secret of the branch's life and fertility. " He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same beareth much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing" (155). This doctrine of 
the mutual indwelling of Christ and the believer, '' that we may 
dwell in Him and He in us," 2 is found in the Fourth Gosnel 
only at 154 and 656 (where see note), which is an indication 
that in both passages it is to be interpreted m the same way. 

Again, the teaching of 151-s leads up to the doctrine of 
the mutual love (&.yd1r71) which Christian disciples should have 
for each other, and to the New Commandment (1512 1334). 

This springs out of the thought that they are all alike branches 
of the True Vine, whose mystical " juice " is assimilated by 
all. There is no trace of this idea of the unity of communicant 
disciples, or of their mutual love, in c. 6, where stress is laid rather 
on their faith (vv. 35, 40, 47), and on the gift of life which they 

1 Note that wine is repeatedly called the blood of the grape (Deut. 
3214 , Ecclus. 3926 5016, 1 Mace. 634

). 

• No emphasis seems to have been laid on this indwelling in most 
of the early Liturgies ; it appears, however, in the Liturgy of the 
Syrian Jacobites (see Brightman, Eastern Liturgies, p. ro6). 
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receive in eating the Heavenly Bread (v. 51). The Flesh and 
Blood of Christ are both indeed the subject of vv. 53-57; but 
the teaching of vv. 32-58 is mainly occupied with drawing out 
the meaning and the power of that Bread which is His Flesh, 
as distinct from the Wz"ne which is His Blood. 

Here must be cited some additional passages from Ignatius, 
whose eucharistic doctrine resembles that of Jn. very closely, 
both in the apparent crudeness of the language in which it is 
expressed (he prefers, like Jn., to use the word <Tap~ instead of 
<Twp,a) and in the fact that he does not confine the promised 
blessings to those who actually receive the eucharistic elements. 
Both are mystics, with a profound and awful sense of the 
mystery of the Eucharist. 

In Trail. 8, Ignatius describes the bread and wine as 
representing, respectively, Jaz"th and love: iv 1r{<Trn, cl i<Tnv 
<Tap~ TOV KVptav, Kal lv dyarr!], cl £<TTLV atpa 'l>)<TOV Xpt<TTOV. 
" Faith is the flesh, the substance of the Christian life; love 
is the blood, the energy coursing through its veins and arteries " 
(Lightfoot). It will be observed that Ignatius, at any rate 
z"n Zoe., associates faz"th with the Bread (as in Jn. 6), while he 
associates dya1r11 with the Wine (as in Jn. 15). So he says 
again (Rom. 7): apTOV 0wv 0l>..w o £<TTtV <Tap~ TOV XptCTTOV •.• 
Kai 1r6p.a 0iAw TO aip,a avrav, o £<TTtV dya1r11 acf,0aprn,;. It is 
therefore no passing idea but a settled thought with Ignatius 
that the Blood of Christ is Love. Once more, when speaking 
of the unity of the eucharistic feast, he says that as there is 
p,[a <Tap~ of the Lord, so there is also tv 1rar~pwv El, lvw<Ttv Tav 
a'tp,aro,; avTav (Phz"l. 4), which Lightfoot renders " so that all 
may be one by partaking of His own blood." All this is very 
like the doctrine of Jn. 151 -12, in its association of mutual love 
and common life with the sacrament of Christ's Blood, once 
the eucharistic reference is perceived; although Ignatius does 
not allude directly to Jn. 15. 

Origen,1 however, brings the similitude " I am the Bread 
of Life" into direct comparison with " I am the True Vine." 
He says, after his curious manner, that to understand the latter 
similitude, you must go back to Ps. 10415, where it is said that 
while bread strengthens man's heart, wine gladdens it (apTo,; 
<TT1Jp{t<t, ol,,oc;; Evcppu{vn). And elsewhere he pursues the same 
idea, identifying the inebriating Cup of Ps. 2J5 with the 
eucharistic chalice, and adding, " This drink is the fruit of 
the True Vine, who said, I am the True Vz"ne. 2 Origen's 
identifications are often fantastic, but the passages that have 

1 In Joann. 33. 
2 Comm. in Matt. 85 (Lommatzsch, iv. 416). Cf. Cyprian, Epist. 

lxiii. 2, on the association of the " True Vine " with the Cup. 
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now been cited show that the eucharistic reference of Jn. 151 

is not a modern fancy. 

(v) THE JOHANNINE MIRACLES 

A 

The Fourth Evangelist teaches explicitly that Jesus ex
hibited in His works the Divine glory (cf. 2 11), which had been 
His from eternity ( 1 J5); and not only so, but also that Jesus 
Himself claimed that His works bore witness to His august 
origin and mission (536 1025 1524). Jn. does not suggest that 
the faith which is evoked by miracle is of the highest type 
( cf. 2 23); and in one place he represents Jesus as deprecating 
an appeal to " signs and wonders " (448), which is in corre
spondence with the Marean tradition (cf. Mk. 812). But 
nevertheless Jn. lays stress on "signs" as truly witnessing to 
the claims of Jesus. 

The common opinion of the first century was that the doing 
of wonderful works, such as an ordinary human being could 
not do, showed that the wonder-worker had been sent by God, 
whose help he had (32). Jn. shared this opinion, and he likes 
to call the works of Jesus His <rrJp,E'ia, as significant of His 
superhuman personality (211 454 614 1218, etc.). There were 
many such signs (223 32 62 731 II47 1237), but Jn. has selected 
only a few for detailed record, choosing such as, to his mind, 
show in a special manner that Jesus was the Son of God (2031). 

Jn. uncompromisingly attributes to Jesus the power of 
working miracles, but he omits many which the Synoptists 
describe, some being so remarkable that the omission is sur
prising; and in one or two instances he seems deliberately to 
alter a Synoptic story so that it no longer implies miracle'. 
Thus Jn. says nothing of Jesus stilling the storm by a word of 
authority, which Mk. narrates as an extraordinary instance of 
Jesus' control of inanimate nature (cf. Mk. 439-41), even more 
convincing, as it would seem, than the turning of water into 
wine at Cana. Jn. does not tell of Peter walking on the sea 
(cf. Mt. 1428); and his story of the great draught of fishes 1 

seems to give a version of that incident which is wholly devoid 
of a miraculous element (216f·). So too (see note on 621), Jn. 
retells Mk.'s story of Jesus "walking on the sea" in such 
a manner as to correct it, by omitting any suggestion of miracle. 

There is a further omission by Jn. in his report of the miracles 
of Jesus which is in striking contrast with the Synoptic records. 
Jn. tells nothing of any cure by Jesus of demoniacs, such as 

1 Jn. does not call it a <T71µ.e'io11. 
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the cures which appear so prominently in Mk. (cf. Mk. 1 23- 34 

311 52 725 917 ; cf. 67). That disorder of the brain is due to 
demoniac possession was believed by the Jews of the first 
century generally, and Jn. mentions such a belief (720 34sr. 102()f-), 

but he does not imply, as the Synoptists do, that Jesus believed 
it. Nor does he adduce any cure of mental disturbance by 
the word of Jesus as a proof of His supernatural power. Jn. 
does not exaggerate the supernatural element in the works of 
Jesus, while he sometimes refuses to assert its presence where 
the Synoptists fasten on it as of deepest moment. 

B 

Only six of the wonderful ;pya of Jesus are described by 
Jn.-three in Galilee, and then three in Jerusalem and Bethany 
-as follows : 

i. The turning water into wine (21-11). 

ii. The healing of the nobleman's son (446 •54). 

iii. The feeding of the five thousand (64•13). 

iv. The healing of the impotent man (52•9). 

v. The healing of the blind man (91-7). 
vi. The raising of Lazarus (u1 •44). 

Of these, i., ii., iii., and vi. are explicitly called <T'YJ/.J.ELa (cf. 211 

454 614 1218). The allusion in 916 marks v. also as a crriµiiov; 
while iv. is not thus spoken of at all, although it may be 
included in the ;pya to which Jesus alludes at 536•1 

In each of these six cases the . evangelist describes the 
<TTJ/.J.ELov as arising out of the circumstances of the case. Jesus 
does not deliberately set Himself to perform any wonderful 
work the occasion for which has not been suggested by human 
need. All of these miracles may be regarded as signs of pity, 
as well as of power, with the single exception of the first. As 
described by Jn., the magnitude of the miracle at Cana seems 
to be quite disproportionate to its immediate purpose, viz. 
that of relieving some awkwardness at a village wedding. It 
can hardly be called a " sign " of the infinite compassion of 
Jesus, as the other Johannine miracles may be called. It was 
such a sign of His ll6ta, that it stabilised the faith of disciples 
(211); but Jn. says no more about it. 

C 

It has been suggested by some scholars 2 that the signs 
of Jesus which are described by Jn. were chosen by him so 

1 The incident of Jesus walking by the sea is not, of course, called a 
u.,,µ,'iov by Jn.; see on 617 - 21. 

2 Cf. E. F. Scott, The Fourth Gospel, p. 3. 
m 
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as to bring out the force of some special discourse or saying of 
Jesus with which they are associated. That is possible in 
some instances, to which we shall return; but it cannot be said 
of Nos. i., ii., or iv. The sign at Cana is a sign of nothing 
except the oola which Jesus exhibited in this display of His 
power (211), nor is any word of Jesus associated with its lesson 
(see on 2 9). So, too, the healing of the nobleman's son, 
although an indication of the compassion of Jesus as well as 
of His power, is not associated by Jn. with any commendation 
by Jesus of the man's faith, such as concludes the similar story 
in Lk. 7''. Jn. does not hint in his narrative (446 •54) at anything 
more than an exhibition of power. Nor, again, does the healing 
of the impotent man at Bethesda (52•17) clearly lead up to 
any discourse disclosing the spiritual meaning of his cure. 
It excited immediately a dispute about Sabbath observance, 
the formal breach of which suggested to the Pharisees the 
charge of impiety. Jesus answers them by claiming to be in 
the same relation to the Sabbath that God is: " My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work" (517). In other words, He 
compares His own beneficent activity on a Sabbath day to that 
of God, who is always and every day exerting His omnipotence 
for the benefit of mankind. And the rest of c. 5 draws out 
the relation of the Son to the Father. But no stress is laid 
on the miraculous character of the healing (if, indeed, that 
was its nature), and the discourses of c. 5 do not discuss this 
at all. 

The healing of the man born blind, on the other hand, leads 
up, although by a circuitous route, to a saying of Jesus. The 
story begins, like that in c. 5, with a charge of Sabbath-break
ing {916), and the Pharisees, having failed to disprove the 
alleged cure, reiterate the charge that the healer must be ,a 

sinner. The long and elaborate disputation of 913-34 may have 
been related in order to exhibit to the reader how blind the 
Pharisees really were; and at 939 a single sentence of Jesus 
suggests that the miracle symbolised the mission of Him who 
came to impart the faculty of spiritual vision to those who were 
spiritually blind. The story, in short, may have been inserted 
at this point to illustrate the claim of Jesus to be the Light of 
the World (812). But that is not to be taken as the evangelist's 
sole purpose in narrating it. He wishes also to impress upon 
the reader that the hatred with which Jesus inspired the Phari
sees had its roots in His refusal to accept the Sabbatical Law 
as a final statement of the will of God. 

The feeding of the five thousand is closely connected by 
Jn. with a long discourse on the Bread of Life (626 •58). The 
miracle is treated as leading up to the discourse at Capernaum2 
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although this as1,ociation presents serious exegetical difficulties.1 

The miraculous feeding is not treated by Jn. as sacramental 
(see on 611), while the eucharistic reference of 651-58 is un
mistakable. This part of the discourse suggests the institution 
of the Eucharist (65lf-) more definitely than it recalls the feeding 
of the five thousand. The discourse is probably placed by 
Jn. out of its historical setting, but its position as following 
the <T'YJJLE'iov (614) of the miraculous feeding has, no doubt, 
been deliberately chosen by the evangelist. 

Lastly, it is to be observed that no formal discourse is 
associated with the raising of Lazarus, which, nevertheless, 
is also called a <T7JJLE'iov (1218). This, as is usual with Jn., 
means a sign of Divine power (cf. 114· 40) rather than of Divine 
compassion, although the pity of Jesus for the sisters of Lazarus 
has a prominent place in the story. The spiritual teaching 
of the miracle is, no doubt, clearly expressed at 11 25, "I am the 
Resurrection and the Life." But it would be going beyond 
the evidence to claim that such teaching suggested to Jn. the 
story of the raising of Lazarus from the dead; ·nor is such a 
literary method that of the Fourth Gospel.2 

D 

Something must now be said about the " miraculous " 
element in the " signs " of Jesus, which Jn. reports in detail. 

The healing of the impotent man at Bethesda is not called 
a "miracle" or a "sign" by Jn. {see on 721). The man's 
infirmity was chronic, having lasted thirty-eight years, like 
that of the woman in Lk. 1311 who "had a spirit of infirmity 
eighteen years "; although Jn. does not ascribe the man's 
bodily condition to the influence of a " spirit," as Lk. does. 3 

Probably Jn. thought the cure to be so extraordinary that 
it could not have been effected by any means short of the exer
cise of Divine power. It was indeed one of the beneficent 
" works " of Jesus (536), but not all of these suggest " miracle." 
And we are not compelled to suppose any miracle in the 
incident of s5-9_ The cure has many parallels in the modem 
treatment of some forms of nervous infirmity. Possunt quia 
posse uidentur. 

The healing of the nobleman's son (446-54) is called a u7Jµ£'iov 
by Jn. (454 ; cf. 448), who regards it apparently as an instance 
of telepathic healing, as is more expressly indicated in the 
parallel story of Mt. g5r., Lk. 72r. (see on 446). Telepathic 
healings can hardly be ruled out as impossible by those who 

1 See p. clxx. 1 Seep. lxxxvi. 
1 See p. clxxvii. 
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recognise the extraordinary spiritual power of Jesus, even if 
they do not accept His Divine claims. But it is generally 
overlooked that Jn. does not say that Jesus spoke an effective 
word of healing. All He is represented as saying is, "Thy 
son liveth," i".e. "he will recover." We may assume that 
the symptoms had been described by the father, who believed 
his son to be dying. Jesus told him that his son would live. 
There is no record of a " miracle " here. Many a physician, 
having heard detailed the course which a disease has taken, 
would be able to predict either that it would end fatally, or 
that the moment for anxiety had passed. Jn. would have 
regarded such prescience as superhuman, and therefore a 
'' sign " of Divine knowledge; so would most Orientals at 
the present day. But those who have experience of the 
scientific diagnosis of disease would be slow to treat such 
prescience as beyond human powers. 

The cure of the man blind from birth is more difficult 
to interpret. Jn. represents it as a <TYJJ1,Eto11 (916), and as 
miraculous ( cf. 1137). Yet he tells that it was effected after 
the use of natural remedies such as those which were used at 
the time by practitioners of the healing art (see on 96• 7, and 
cf. Mk. 733). The cure may not, indeed, have been brought 
about as simply as this. The patient, after his cure, claimed 
that the healer must have been more than an ordinary man 
(932• 33), the point of the story being that the blindness was 
congenital (see on 918f.). The only case in the Synoptists 
which seems to be a cure of blindness from birth is that of 
Mk. s22r., and there the language used is not quite explicit. 
We cannot be sure of what happened in the case described by 
Jn.1 No one can assert with confidence that congenital 
blindness, whether complete or partial, could never be reliev"d 
by the use of natural remedies; and it must be remembered 
that the cure in Jn. 96-11 is not said to have been instantaneous. 
The border line between possible and impossible is not easy to 
define in such cases. 

The story of the feeding of the five thousand is deep 
rooted in the evangelical tradition, being found in all the 
Gospels; in Mk. it is a " miracle," outside the ordinary course 

1 Holtzmann (Life of Jesus, Eng. Tr., p. 193) cites a case of cure 
of " atrophy of the optic nerve of many years' standing," resulting 
when the Holy Coat of Treves was displayed in 189r. There were 
ten other cures for which physicians of repute could find no medical 
explanation, including those of arms and legs impotent through 
rheumatism. Holtzmann thinks that these cures were due to 
" suggestion " made by the spiritual authorities of the Roman 
Catholic Church, who exhibited the relic as efficacious to cure; and 
he cites them as possible parallels to some of the Gospel miracles. 
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of nature, quite as much as in Jn. Jn. calls it a <r'YJp.e'iov (614) 

which suggested to the people that Jesus was a prophet, because 
He was able to do such wonderful things. Nothing is said 
expressly by Jn. of this " sign" being a manifestation of the 
Divine o6~a which was disclosed in the works of Jesus (cf. 2 11), 

but that is substantially what is implied. No Gospel suggests 
any doubt as to what happened. Jesus literally multiplied the 
loaves, so that five of them fed five thousand; and yet, after 
the multitude had eaten, more bread was left (for the fragments 
filled twelve baskets) than had originally been provided. 

Many explanations have been offered of this extraordinary 
incident with the motive of rendering it more credible; 1 but 
no naturalistic hypothesis is completely satisfying. Strauss 
urged that the tradition grew out of Old Testament stories 
about miraculous meals (see note on 615). Others think that 
the narrative of the feeding of the multitude arose out of the 
institution of the Eucharist, which is thus placed at an early 
period in the public ministry of Jesus; but this is to rewrite 
the narrative of the Last Supper (see further on 611). Others, 
again, appeal to some hypnotic power of suggestion possessed 
by Jesus, which enabled Him to persuade people that they had 
seen what they had not seen. This will not commend itself 
to any who find in Him the Divine attribute of truth as well 
as that of power. He did not deceive men by illusory pretence, 
or by a trick which would impress the simple folk who came 
to hear Him. If, as we hold, the narratives of Jn. and Mk. 
alike go back to those who were eye-witnesses of the scene, it 
is not easy to dispose of the available evidence, scanty as it is, 
by supposing this miracle story to rest on a mistaken tradition 
of what really happened. 

The story of the miracle at Cana is even more difficult to 
believe, and it is not at all so well attested as the miraculous 
feeding. It rests upon the Johannine tradition alone; and, as 
has been observed above (p. clxxvii), the occasion for working 
so stupendous a miracle was hardly adequate, as compared 
with that which is apparent in the feeding of the multitude. 
The latter was a work of kindly charity; the former only 
relieved a little awkwardness at a village wedding. The 
miracle at Cana is described as a sign of power over inanimate 
nature, in that water was literally turned into wine ; and the 
only motive assigned by Jn. is that Jesus thus '' manifested His 
glory, and His disciples believed on Him" (211). There is 
nothing quite like this anywhere else in the Gospels, and in the 
dpas or prodigy which Jesus is said to have performed we 

1 See, for various hypotheses, Schweitzer, Quest of the Historical 
Jesus, pp. 41, 52, 60, 84, 326. 
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can find no inner meaning, except in so far as it indicated 
superhuman power. 

Various ways of escape from the literal truth of the narrative 
have been mentioned in the Additional Note on 2 10 (see 
also on 29), but none of them carries complete conviction. 
The most plausible of these is that suggested by Wendt 
who thinks that the story grew up round some traditional 
saying, such as that of keeping the good wine until the end. 
It is noticeable, indeed, that Jn. does not tell the story as if he 
were telling it for the first time (see on 29); he tells it as a story 
already in currency. But, nevertheless, its particularity of 
detail, its psychological interest, its reference to the setting 
aside of the authority of Mary, its coherence, all indicate that 
an actual incident lies behind 2 1 -11, rather than that it has been 
developed out of a single terse saying. 

That there was a feast at Cana, and that Jesus unexpectedly 
supplied the needs of a wedding party, is in no way unlikely. 
That some of His disciples who were present (and it is probable 
that John the son of Zebedee was one) discerned in His action 
a sign of His superhuman power is expressly stated. But it 
is not said that Jesus Himself claimed to do anything mirac
ulous on the occasion, or that He acquiesced in any such 
interpretation of His intervention. His complete power over 
nature can hardly be challenged by those who recognise His 
personality as Divine, and believe that He afterwards rose 
from the dead. But the question of His power over nature 
and its limits does not arise for us here, unless we can be sure 
that what some disciples (the other guests do not seem to 
have been specially impressed) interpreted as miracle would 
have been interpreted in the same way by ourselves had we 
been there. 

In regard to the raising of Lazarus, we must first examine 
an alleged difficulty which does not present itself in the case 
of the other Johannine miracles. 

It is asked, How could Mk. be silent about so notable a 
miracle, if he knew that it had taken place ? The argument 
e szlentio is always precarious, and in this particular instance 
it is especially so. None of the Synoptists mentions the raising 
of Lazarus, but they pay little attention to the development of 
the ministry of Jesus at Jerusalem. On the other hand, from 
c. 5 onward Jn. devotes himself to describing the increasing 
hostility of the Pharisees to Jesus, and in his narrative the 
climax of their opposition was reached when the Lazarus 
miracle attracted the attention and inspired the enthusiasm of 
many people at Jerusalem and its neighbourhood.1 The point 

1 Cf. Richmond, The Gospel of the Rejection, p. 141. 
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in the story, as told by Jn., is not, primarily, that the miracle 
was a stupendous one, but that it did, in fact, hasten the final 
decision of the Jewish authorities to secure the death of Jesus 
(n53). The Synoptists tell nothing of the words or works 
of Jesus which are reported in cc. 5, 7-12 of the Fourth Gospel. 
For some reason, this whole ministry and not merely the raising 
of Lazarus is omitted in the narrative of Mk., upon which 
Lk. and Mt. primarily depend, and which is the framework of 
their Gospels. 

No serious examination of Mk. can fail to observe the 
fragmentary character of his Gospel. It consists of a number of 
incidents and discourses, which, as is generally held, owe their 
preservation to the reminiscences or the preaching of Peter. 
There is no pretence that the Marean Gospel is a complete 
narrative. Now Peter does not appear once in Part II. of 
the Fourth Gospel (cc. 5, 7-12). He is not represented as 
having been present in Jerusalem or Bethany until the Last 
Supper (1J6), although it is probable that he was present at 
the supper at Bethany of which Jn. tells 121r. (cf. Mk. 1431·). 

He appears to have come up to Jerusalem for the Passover. 
More particularly, Peter is replaced by Thomas as the leader 
and chief spokesman in the story of Lazarus, and there is no 
reason to suppose that he was present on the occasion of the 
dead man being raised, or for some little time afterwards (see 
on 1116). If he were not an eye-witness of what happened, it 
is not surprising that he did not include the story among his 
reminiscences. He had been present when J airus' daughter 
was raised from the dead, and this was duly recorded by Mk. 
(537f-), as one of Peter's experiences. There was no special 
reason why a second miracle of revivification should be men
tioned, if Peter did not see it; indeed, it would weaken the 
credibility of any man's reminiscences if he included in them 
an incident so extraordinary, of which he had not first-hand 
knowledge. 

But more than this should be said about Mk.'s omission to 
note the miracle of the raising of Lazarus, in which he is followed 
by Mt. and Lk. The Synoptic account of the triumphal entry of 
Jesus into Jerusalem provides no explanation of the extraordinary 
enthusiasm with which He was received on this His last visit 
Up to c. 11, Mk. tells of no visit of Jesus to Jerusalem. How 
then did it come to pass that the people of the city treated His 
entry as a royal progress ? '' Many spread their garments upon 
the way . . . they cried, Hosanna, Blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord " (Mk. 118· 9). The only evangelist 
who gives a sufficient reason for this is Jn., who says explicitly 
that it was the report of the raising of Lazarus at Dethany 
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which so excited the people that even the Pharisees had to 
confess "the world is gone after Him." It is Jn.'s habit to 
correct Mk. where he deems it necessary (see p. xcvii); and 
at this point, by rectifying a serious omission in Mk., he makes 
the story of the triumphal entry coherent for the first time.1 

We now come to the details of the miracle as told by Jn., 
for miracle (whether rightly or wrongly) he held it to be. As 
compared with the Synoptic miracles of reviving the dead, 
from one point of view it is much more surprising. For the 
revivification of a corpse more than three days dead would be 
more impressive than the raising up of a child only just dead 
(Mk. 535f-), or of a young man brought out for burial (Lk. 711), 

as that speedily follows death in the East. Indeed, in these 
Synoptic stories the hypothesis that death had not actually 
taken place before Jesus spoke the word which restored them, 
is not formally excluded. Jesus said that the daughter of 
J airus was not dead, although no one believed Him ; and 
instances are not lacking of persons being prepared for burial 
who were really alive. Even those who reject all miracula 
need find no difficulty in Mk. 535 or Lk. 711• 

There is a certain similarity in Jn.'s narrative of the raising 
of Lazarus to these stories in Mk. and Lk. The revivification 
was brought about in all cases by the voice of Jesus (n43). 

Again, Jesus is made by Jn. to say that the sickness of Lazarus 
was not unto death (n4) and that His friend had fallen asleep 
(cf. Mk. 539): "I go that I may awake him out of sleep" 
(1111, where see note). It has often been suggested that 
Lazarus was in a kind of death-like trance, which his sisters 
had mistaken for death, 2 which persisted for three days in 
the tomb, but which was dispelled when the tomb was opened, 
and the loud voice of authority was heard. Martha, indeed, 
said that the body was decowposed (1139), but that is only what 
she would expect on the fourth day after death, and there is no 
hint in the narrative that she was right about it. Vv. 41, 42, 
would, on such a theory, represent the joy of Jesus in finding 
that His friend was still alive. 

There is no doubt that, even if this naturalistic explanation 
represents the truth of the matter, the effect produced on the 
spectators would be overwhelming. They would conclude 
that one possessed of such powers in recalling a buried man to 

1 Cf. Headlam, Miracles of the N.T., p. 226, and Garvie.The Beloved 
Disciple, p. 129; contra, Burkitt, The Gospel History and its Trans
mission, p. 222, and Moffatt, Introduction to Lit. of N.T., p. 539. 

z Renan held that the supposed resuscitation was a fraud arranged 
by the sisters, with the connivance of Jesus Himself (Vie de Jesus, 
c. 22). But this is now upheld by few critics, if by any; and it is in• 
consistent with all that we know of Jesus. 
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life must be superhuman. Their report would draw to Jesus 
many adherents, and the enthusiasm with which His entry 
into Jerusalem was received would be a natural consequence. 

But the narrative of c. 11, as it stands, is not consistent 
with such a theory. Jn.'s comments on the words of Jesus 
(cf. v. 13) cannot always be regarded as final (see on 2 21); but 
here at v. 14 he records that Jesus had said plainly, "Lazarus 
is dead.'' The evangelist accepted this as a fact, and he depicts 
the demeanour of Jesus throughout, not as that of one who 
was serene in His consciousness that His friend was still living, 
but as that of one who knew that Lazarus was dead, and who 
proposed to use the supernormal forces which He possessed 
to restore him to life, in order that the disciples and the other 
bystanders might "believe" (vv. 15, 42). We cannot, indeed, 
claim on any hypothesis that we have in c. 11 the exact words 
which Jesus used in speaking about the death of Lazarus and 
in His consolation of Martha. There is no trace of the story 
having been written down until half a century or more after the 
event; and if, as we hold, it represents an historical incident, 
it depends on the memory of a very old man, who has all his life 
pondered on it as the greatest of his Master's works of mercy, 
and as a signal illustration of His words of mystery, '' I am 
the Resurrection and the Life " (v. 25). 

It has been thought, indeed, that the whole story was built 
up round this saying. But it cannot be treated as a mere 
invention or as a parable constructed to convey spiritual truth, 
like the parable of Dives and Lazarus, which has been regarded 
by some critics as its germ. The literary method of Jn. is 
quite different (cf. p. lxxxiii). He means to narrate something 
that really happened, and he has drawn a vivid pictm;e. The 
distinction, e.g., of the characters of Martha and Mary is 
remarkably exposed (see on v. 20). The description of the 
agitation of Jesus (vv. 34, 35) is not such as a romancer would 
have ventured to set down. The Jews at v. 37, instead of 
referring to the Synoptic raisings from the dead, as they would 
certainly have been made to do by a writer of fiction, refer 
instead to the recent healing of the blind man at Jerusalem 
(see note z'n foe.). 

We conclude, then, that the narrative of c. 11 describes 
a remarkable incident in the ministry of Jesus. It may be 
that the details are not reproduced by Jn. with such precision 
as a modern historian would desiderate. In that case, there 
is room for the hypothesis that Lazarus was raised from a 
death-like trance by an extraordinary effort of will, and exer
cise of spiritual power, by Jesus. Those who do not accept 
"miracle" in any form may be inclined to adopt some such 
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hypothesis. But that Jesus could literally recall the dead to 
life is not impossible of credence by any one who believes 
that He Himself " rose from the dead." The miracle of 
Lazarus is on a different level from the recorded miracle at 
Cana, where it is not the spiritual forces at the command of 
Jesus that are in question, but the transformation of water 
into wine by a mere fiat of His word, comparable to the Fiat 
lux in the ancient story of Creation. But he is a bold dogmatist 
who, in the present condition of our knowledge, will venture 
to set precise limits _to the exercise of spiritual force even by 
ordinary human beings, still less when He who sets it in action 
has all the potentialities of the spiritual world at His command. 

CHAPTER VII 

COMMENTARIES 

OF patristic commentaries on the Fourth Gospel, the earliest 
is that by Heracleon,1 of which only fragments, dealing mainly 
with cc. 1, 4, are extant. It illustrates the Gnostic applications 
of the text. Ori gen' s commentary 2 is strikingly original, 
but, after his manner, is often fantastic; it is essential to the 
student of the exegesis of the third century. Chrysostom 3 is 
eloquent and vigorous, but, full as his homilies are, I have 
not found his exposition of much service. The Fathers were 
generally better theologians than critics, and this is especi
ally true of Chrysostom. He does not reach the heights of 
Augustine, who can pack a sermon into an epigram and who 
has always been reckoned among the very greatest of commen
tators; but even his commentaries are valuable rather for his 
insight into great spiritual truths than for their precise exposi
tion of the text. The metrical paraphrase of the Fourth Gospel 
by Nonnus (circa 400 A.D.) is a remarkable feat, its Homeric 
hexameters following the text closely enough, but it is not 
instructive to the modern reader. As a translation, .ferome's 
Vulgate is in no need of praise. I have found the writings 
of Ignatz"us, Justin, and Irenceus more valuable than any of the 
set commentaries by the Fathers : Ignatius for his theological 

1 See p. lxxiii. 
1 The best edition is that by A. E. Brooke (Cambridge University 

Press, 2 vols., 1896). 
1 Chrysostom's Homilies on St.John are accessible in lii:nglish in the 

Oxford "Library of the Fath en::." 
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presuppos1t1ons, which are markedly like those of the Fourth 
Evangelist,1 Justin 2 and Iremeus for their use of the Gospel, 
which is often of great value as bringing out the original 
meaning. 

I have made no attempt to collect or collate the views 
of modern commentators, 3 although I am very sensible of 
obligations to many of them. During the last quarter of a 
century great commentaries on the Fourth Gospel, such as 
those of Bruckner, Meyer, Westcott, Godet, of former genera
tions, have not been produced.' Scholars have devoted them
selves rather to the historical and critical problems of the 
" Gospel according to St. John " than to the exposition in 
detail of the text. I have given references in the Introduction 
and Notes to many essays and treatises on these problems, 
published both in Europe and in America, which are full of 
valuable and illuminating comment. It is needless to dwell 
on the aids to J ohannine study to be found in the learned 
Biblical Dictionaries and Encyclop:edias of our time. Par
ticular mention should be made of E. A. Abbott's Johannine 
Grammar, which is now as indispensable to the expositor for 
its grammatical distinctions (sometimes too subtle) as Wet
stein's great work is still indispensable for its classical parallels 
to the language of the N.T. 

The treatment of the historical and critical problems in
volved is very difficult. Perhaps we have not data for their 
complete solution. But all such inquiries are subsidiary to 
the exposition of the sacred text itself. This is at once more 
important and more difficult. It is vastly more important 
to learn what the evangelist meant to teach, and what was the 
picture of our Lord that was present to his mind, than to know 
whether the book was written by an apostle or by the pupil of 
an apostle, important as this is in its place. Again, the ex
positor's task is specially difficult, if he tries to place himself 
in the position of those who read the Gospel when it was first 
published. Its appeal to the twentieth century cannot be 
unfolded until the lesser task has been in some measure accom
plished, of setting forth its appeal to the second century. 
Before we venture to appraise the permanent value of the 
writer's teaching, we must first discover what he meant to 
say. And this discovery is sometimes disconcerting, perhaps 
because the author moves in spiritual regions of thought 

1 See p. lxxi. • See p. lxxv. 
3 A full list will be found in Moffatt's lntrod. to the N. T. 
• A recent commentary by Walter Bauer, Das] ohannes Evangelium 

(Tiibingen, 1925), is packed with scholarly comment, although it is 
not on a large scale. 
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too high for us, perhaps because his conv1ct10ns are un
welcome to the scientific temper of our time. The most 
profound book of the New Testament can be truly interpreted, 
as it was written, only by a disciple, by one who is willing to 
learn. 



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 
ST. JOHN 

THE PROLOGUE (I. 1-18) 

1. 'Ev a.pxi) ~v o Aoyo,, 

THE Prologue to the Gospel is in the form of a hymn,1 whose 
theme is the Christian doctrine of the Logos, explanatory com
ments being added at various points. Speculations about the 
Logos of God were current among Greek thinkers, and Jn. does 
not stay to explain the term, which was in common use at the 
time. But he sets out, simply and without argument, what he 
believes the true doctrine to be; and he finds its origin in the 
Jewish teaching about the Word of God rather than in the 
theosophy of Greek Gnosticism. Its final justification is the 
Life and Person of Jesus Christ. 

Paul had declared that" a man in Christ is a new creation" 
(Kaiv~ KTt<n,, 2 Cor. 517). This thought is connected by Jn. 
with the Jewish doctrine of the creative Word, and accordingly 
he begins by stating his doctrine of the Logos in phrases which 
recall the first chapter of Genesis. 

The Divine Pre-existent Word (vv. 1, 2) 

I. 1. lv d.px'fi ~v o Myos. The book of Genesis opens with 
£V dpxi) l1ro{71CT£V o (}Eo, TOY ovpavov Kat T~V yijv. But Jn. 
begins his hymn on the creative Logos even farther back. 
Before anything is said by him about creation, he proclaims 
that the Logos was in being originally-lv &.pxfi ~v, not lv 
&pxi) fylv£To (see for the distinction on 858). This doctrine is 
also found in the Apocalypse. In that book, Christ is also called 
the Word of God (1913), and He is represented (2213) as claiming 
pre-existence : '' I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning and the end." Paul, who does not apply 

1 Cf. Introd., p. cxliv. 
VOL. J.-J 
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KaL o A6yo, ~v 7rp6, TOV ®e6,,, 
Kat ®eos ~v b A6yo,. 

[I. I. 

the title " Logos " to Christ, yet has the same doctrine of His 
pre-existence: '' He is before all things " (Col. 1 17). With this 
cf. the words ascribed to Jesus in 1,5. 

Philo does not teach the pre-existence of the Logos (see 
Introd., p. cxl); but a close parallel to Jn.'s doctrine is the claim 
of Wisdom (uocfia) in Prov. 823, K"vpw, ... 7rp0 TOV alwvo, 
WeµeMwul µ,E tV apxfi, 7rp0 TOV T~V y,iv 7rotriuat. Jn. never 
employs the word uo<f,{a (or uocf,os), while he uses ,\6yos of the 
Personal Christ only here and at v. 14; but it is the Hebrew 
doctrine of the Divine Word going forth (,\6yo, 7rpo<f,op,K6,) 
rather than the Greek doctrine of immanent Divine Reason 
(,\6yo, lvouf0e-ros) which governs his thought of the relation 
of the Son to the Father. 

,\6yo, is apparently used of the Personal Christ at Heb. 412 

(this difficulty need not be examined here); as we hold it to be 
in I Jn. 11, 8 ~v a7r' apxris 8 UK'f/KOap,ev ... 7rEpt TOV ,\6yov -rri, 
(wri, (see for a1r' apxri, on 1527 below, and cf. Introd., p. lxi). 

K"1 6 Myos ~v 'll"pos TOv 8£6v. elvat 7rp6, nva is not a classical 
constr., and the meaning of 1rp6, here is not quite certain. 
It is generally rendered apud, as at Mk. 63 919 1449, Lk. 941 ; 

but Abbott (Diat. 2366) urges that 7rpos -rov 0e6v carries the 
sense of " having regard to God," " looking toward God " 
(cf. 519). This sense of directz"on may be implied in I Jn. 2 1 

7rapa1<A'f/TOV lxoµEv 7rpo, TOV 7raT£pa, but less probably in I Jn. 1 2, 

T~V (w~v T~V aiwvtov ?]Tl', ~v 7rpo, TOV 7raTlpa, which provides a 
close parallel to the present passage. In Prov. 830, Wisdom 
says of her relation to God, ~p,r,v 7rap' avT'f' : and in like 
manner at Jn. 1]5, Jesus speaks of His pre-incarnate glory as 
being 1rapa uo{. It is improbable that Jn. meant to distinguish 
the meanings of 1rapa uo{ at 175 and of 7rpo, TOV 0e6v at 1 1• 

We cannot get a better rendering here than '' the Word was 
with God." 

The imperfect ~v is used in all three clauses of this verse, 
and is expressive in each case of continuous timeless existence. 

K«l 8£os ~v 6 Myos, "the Word was God" (the constr. 
being similar to 7rvevµa o 0£6, of 424). 0£6, is the predicate, 
and is anarthrous, as at Rom. 95, b &v £7rt 7ra.VTwv 0e6,. L reads 
o 0eo,, but this would identify the Logos with the totality of 
divine existence, and would contradict the preceding clause. 

This, the third clause of the majestic proclamation with 
which the Gospel opens, asserts uncompromisingly the Divinity 
of the Logos, His Pre-existence and Personality having been 
first stated; cf. 1030 2028, and Phil. 26 
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2. oiTo, ~v £V dpxii 1rpo, TOV @e6v. 

3. 1ravTa 8i' avTOv lylveTo, 
Kal xwpt, avTOV lylvETO ov8t EV. 

2. This verse reiterates, after a fashion which we shall find 
Jn. to favour, what has been said already in v. 1, laying stress, 
however, upon the fact that the relationship with Deity implied 
in 1rpo, Tov &e6v was eternal; it, too, was " in the beginning.'! 
That is to say, v. 2 is a summary statement of the three pro
positions laid down in v. 1, all of which were true lv &.pxfi• 

For the emphatic use of oVTo,, cf. 115 646 ,18 155• 

The Creative Word (v. 3) 

3. m£VTa (all things severally, as distinct from l, K6ap.o,, 
the totality of the universe, v. 10) 8L' uihoii iyl.veTo, " all things 
came into being (for creation is a becomz'ng, as contrasted with 
the essential bez"ng of the Word) through Him." 

In the Hebrew story of creation, each successive stage is 
introduced by " And God said " (Gen. 13). The Psalmist 
personifies in poetical fashion this creative word: '' By the 
word of Yahweh were the heavens made" (Ps. 3l; cf. Ps. 14715, 

Isa. 5511). In later Judaism, this doctrine was consolidated 
into prose; cf., e.g., "Thou saidst, Let heaven and earth be 
made, and Thy Word perfected the work" (2 Esd. 638 ; cf. 
Wisd. 91). This was a Jewish belief which Philo developed in 
his own way and with much variety of application, sometimes 
inclining to the view that the Myo, was a mere passive instru
ment employed by God, at other times, under Greek influence, 
regarding it as the cosmic principle, the formative thought of 
God.1 

3, 4. Kal xwpl, uihou iyEVETO oG8e EV. This expresses 
negatively what has been said positively in the previous line, 
a common construction in Hebrew poetry (cf. Ps. 1836• 37 399, 

etc). Jn. uses this device several times (e.g. 1 20 316 650, 1 Jn. 15 24). 

"Apart from Him nothing came into being.'' The sen
tence excludes two false beliefs, both of which had currency, 
especially in Gnostic circles: (a) that matter is eternal, and (b) 
that angels or reons had a share in the work of creation. 

The interpretation of this passage during the first four 
centuries implies a period or full-stop at lv, whereas since 
Chrysostom the sentence has been generally taken as ending 
with 1l ylyovev : " apart from Him nothing came into being 
that did come into being.'' 1l ylyovev, if we adopt the later 
view of the constr., is redundant and adds nothing to the sense. 

1 See lntrod., p. cxl. 
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But this kind of emphatic explicitness is quite in accordance 
with the style of Jn. It is also the case that Jn. favours lJ1 with 
a dative at the beginning of a sentence, e.g. 1335 1s8 1626 , 

1 Jn. 2 4 310- 16• 19 42, so that to begin with lJ1 avrq_j in v. 4 would 
be in his manner. 

The early uncials, for the most part, have no punctuation, 
while the later manuscripts generally put the point after yeyoJ1t:J1. 
But the evidence of MSS. as to punctuation depends upon the 
interpretations of the text with which scribes were familiar, 
and has no independent authority. In the present passage 
the Old Syriac,1 Latin, and Sahidic versions, as well as the 
Latin Vulgate, decidedly favour the placing of the point after 
£JI, the O.L. b putting this beyond doubt by inserting autem 
in the next clause : "quod autem factum est, in eo uita est." 
The interpretation which places the point after £JI was 
adopted by Catholics and Gnostics alike in the early centuries; 
cf. Iremeus (Hter. II. ii. 4, III. viii. 3), Hippolytus (c. Noetum, 12), 
Origen (in Ioann. 36, etc.), Clem. Alex. (Pted. i. 11, Strom. 
vi. 11), and, apparently, Tertullian (adv. Prax. 21). It is 
difficult to resist their witness to the construction of the Greek, 
provided that the next sentence as read by them yields an 
intelligible meaning. 

Harris 2 defends the construction '' without Hirn was not 
anything made that was made," by citing a passage from the 
Stoic Chrysippus which is alike redundant in form: Fate is 
"the Aoyos according to which all things that have been made 
have been made, and all things that are being made are being 
made, and all things that are to be made will be made." 

The Word issuing in Life and Light (vv. 4, 5) 

4. & ylyoJ1EJ1 iv a.,h'l' tw~ ~JI, " That which has come into 
being was, in Him, Life," i.e . .the life which was eternally in the 
Word, when it goes forth, issues in created life, and this is true 
both of (a) the physical and (b) the spiritual world. (a) Jesus 
Christ, the Son and the Word, is the Life (1125 146), the Living 
One (b low, Rev. 1 17); and it is through this Life of His that 
all created things hold together and cohere (ro. 1ra.J1ra EJI avr[ii 
uvJ1E<TrYJKt:J1, Col. 1 17). (b) In the spiritual order, this is also 
true. The Son having life in Himself (526) gives life to whom
soever he wishes (ots 8eAt:L lwo1roit:t, 521). Cf. 1 Jn. 511, and 

1 Also the Peshitta; see Burkitt, J.T.S., April 1903, p. 436. 
•" Stoic Origins of St. John's Gospel," in Bulletin of John Rylands 

Library, Jan. 1922, quoting Stob.:eus, Phys. 180. 
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Kat 1/ tw~ ~v TO cpwc; TWV d.v0poY1rwv· 

5. Kal TO cpw~ Ev Ti, UKOTlg. r.ba{vf.l, 
KaL 'Y/ UKOT{a aVTO oV KaTf.Aa{3f.v. 

see on 1724• The children of God are those who are quickened 
by a spiritual begetting (see on v. 13). See also on 633. 

If iv aVT'f> is the true reading at 315 (where see note), we have 
another instance there of lv avT4> being awkwardly placed in 
the sentence. 

Presumably because of this awkward position of lv mh<ii, 
some Western authorities ~D, many Old Latin texts, and the 
Old Syriac, replace ~v by luT{v ; interpreting, as it seems, the 
sentence to mean " that which has come into being in Him z·s 
life." But this reading and rendering may safely be set aside 
as due to misapprehension of the meaning. 

Kal Tj tw~ ~v To cj,ws Twv dv9pc,hrwv. The first movement of 
the Divine Word at the beginning was the creation of Light 
(Gen. 1 3). This was the first manifestation of Life in the 
Koup.o,, and the Psalmist speaks of the Divine Life and the 
Divine Light in the same breath: '' With Thee is the fountain 
of life, and in Thy light shall we see light" (Ps. 369). God is 
Light (1 Jn. 15) as well as Life, if indeed there is any ultimate 
difference between these two forms of energy (see on 812). 

In this verse, Jn. does not dwell on the thought of the Word's 
Life as the Light of the Kou1-w,, but passes at once to the spiritual 
creation; the Life of the Word was, at the beginning, the Light 
of men. Cf. 1246 95, and see especially on 812 for the Hebrew 
origins and development of this thought, which reaches its 
fullest expression in the majestic claim lyw dp.i To cpwc; Tov 
KOUJJ-OV (812). 

Philo speaks of the sun as a -rrapaal,.yp.a of the Divine Word 
(de somn. i. 15); but he does not, so far as I have noticed, 
connect l~fe and light explicitly. 

IS. To cj,ws lv -rfi aKoTl~ cj,alm. The guiding thought is 
still the story of the creation of light, which dissipated the 
darkness of chaos. But this is a story which ever repeats itself 
in the spiritual world; Jn. does not say" the Light shone," but 
"the Lightshz'nes." In I Jn. 28 he applies the thought directly 
to the passing of spiritual darkness because of the shining of 
Christ, the true light (rJ UKOT{a -rrap&.yernt Kat TO cpw<; TO a.A:r,fhvov 
~811 cpalvn). 

Kal Tj aKoTla aiho o.} Ka.TD\a.~ev. KaTaAp.p./3&.veiv generally 
means to " seize " or " apprehend," whether physically 
(Num. 2132, Mk. 918, [Jn.] 84), or intellectually (Acts 1034 2525, 

Eph. J18, etc.). Thus we may translate " the darkness appre
hended it not," t".e. did not understand or appreciate it; and so 
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the vulg. has tenebrae eam non comprehenderunt, the note of 
tragedy being struck at once, which appears again, vv. 10, 11 

(where, however, the verb is 1rapaAaµ,/3aJ1£w); see on 319• 

But KaTaAaµ,/3aJ1£LJ1 often means also to " overtake " 
(Gen. 31 23, Ex. 159, Ecclus. 1110, 1 Thess. ,54); Moulton
Milligan illustrate from the papyri this use of the verb, viz. of 
evil " overtaking " one. This is its meaning in the only other 
place where it occurs in Jn., viz. 1235, iYa µ,~ <TKOT{a vµ,as 
Ka.TUAaf3v, "lest darkness overtake you." 1 Origen (with other 
Greek interpreters) takes KaTiAa/3£J1 in this sense here, ex
plaining that the thought is of darkness perpetually pursuing 
light, and never overtaking it. 2 The meaning '' overtake in 
pursuit " readily passes into '' overcome "; e.g. 2 Mace. 818, 

where it is said that God is able '' to overcome those who come 
upon us " (Tov, lpxoµ,iYOV<; let,' ~µ,as ... Karn>..a/NiY). A classi
cal parallel is cited by Field from Herod. i. 87, w, i!:,pa 1raJ1m 
JJ,EV 0,YOpa <T/3£J1J/VJITQ TO 1rvp, OvYaµ,iYoV<; 0£ OVK£Tl KQTaAa/3£1.JI, i.e. 
"when he saw ... that they were unable to overcome the fire." 
That this is the meaning of the verb in the present verse is 
supported by the fact that the thought of Christ's rejection does 
not appear, and could not fitly appear, until after the statement 
of His historical "coming into the world" (vv. 9, 10). We 
have not yet come to this, and it is the spiritual interpretation of 
the Creation narrative that is still in view. Thus in the Hymn 
of Wisdom (Wis. 729) we have : " Night succeeds the Light, 
but evil does not overcome wisdom" (uocp{a, OE ovK dynuxv£i 
KaK{a). The darkness did not overcome the light at the 
beginning, and the light still shines. This is not the note of 
tragedy, but the note of triumph. Good always conquers evil. 
"The darkness did not overcome the light" (so R.V. marg.). 

Philo's commentary on Gen. 1 3 is in agreement with this 
interpretation. He says that To Y01/TOY cpw, is the image of 
fh'io, >..6yo,, which is the image of God. This may be called 
1rayavyua, " universal brightness " (cf. 812). On the first day 
of creation this light dispelled the darkness : bmo~ OE <f,w, Jl-EY 
iyiY£To, <TKOTo, OE v1r£[£<TTTJ Kal w£Xti>P'YJ<T£Y,3 i.e. "darkness 
yielded to it and retreated." Jn. applies this thought to Christ 
as the Light of the world. There is never an eclipse of this 
Sun. 

C. J. Ball suggested 4 that behind Ka:-iAa/3£Y lies a confusion 
of two Aramaic verbs, ''!Ii?, "take, receive," and ''::JP~, 
"darken." He holds that, both here and at 1235, the original 

1 See also the reading of ~D at 617 and the note there. 
• In Joann. 76; cf. also Brooke's edition, ii. 214. 
3 de opif. mundi, 9. 
4 Quoted, by Burney, Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 30. 
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6. 'E')'EVETO av0punro, &:1mrraAµho, 1rapa ®wv, ovoµ,a avT<ii 

Aramaic (which he finds behind the Greek) was i1''JP~ ~', 
"obscured it not," and that this was misread ;i•,:ip ~,, 
"received it not." 1 This is ingenious, but, as we have seen, 
KaTeAa/Jev is good Greek for "overcome," so that there is no 
need to suppose any corruption of the original text. 

Explanatory Comment: John the Bapti"st was not the Light 
(vv. 6-9) 

A feature of the style of Jn. is his habit of pausing.to com
ment on words which he has recorded (cf. Introd., p. xxiv). 
Here we have a parenthetical note to explain that the Light of 
which the Logos hymn sings is not John the Baptist. It has 
been suggested that this was inserted as necessary to combat 
the pretensions of some Christians who exalted the Baptist 
unduly (cf. Acts 1825 193f-); but see on v. 20 below. 

For Jn., as for Mk., the "gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God" (Mk. 11), began with the preaching of the Baptist. Jn. 
does not stay to record stories of the Birth of Jesus, as Lk. and 
Mt. do. He opens his Gospel with a mystical hymn about the 
Logos, which reminds the reader that the true beginnings of the 
wonderful life are lost in the timeless and eternal Life of God. 
But in the Gospel Jn. is to describe the historical manifestation 
of the Word, and this was prepared for, and introduced by, the 
preaching of the Baptist. Upon this Jn. dwells more fully than 
any other evangelist, probably because his informant, the aged 
son of Zebedee, was himself one of the Baptist's disciples. For 
the use made by Jn. of Mk., see Introd., pp. xcvi, c; and the 
correspondences between Mk. 1 and Jn. 1 in regard to what 
they tell about the Baptist and his sayings are remarkable. 

Mk. 1 2 introduces the Baptist by quoting Mal. J1, " I send 
my messenger before my face"; Jn. introduces him as a man 
"sent from God." Both Mk. 1 2 and Jn. 1 23 apply to him the 
prophecy of Isa. 403• Mk. 17 gives two utterances of the 
Baptist about Christ which reappear Jn. 1 15• 27• 30• Mk. 1s 

and Jn. 1 26 both report the emphasis laid by the Baptist on his 
baptism being with water. And the allusions to the baptism of 
Jesus in Jn. 1 33• 34 are reminiscent of Mk. 110• 11• 

6. eylveTo av8pw1ros KTA. (" There arose a man," etc.). 
There is no introductory particle connecting this with v. 5. It 
is a sentence quite distinct from the verse of the Logos Hymn 
which goes before. 

1 Cf. F. C. Burkitt in Theology, July r922, p. 49, for a criticism of 
Ball's emendation. 
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d.'ll'EaTa>..µ.lvos 'll'apa 6Eou. The Baptist made this claim for 
himself (328); cf. Mal. 31• Cf. 916• 33 for a similar use of 1rapa 
0Eov, and see on 645• 

ilvoµ.a mhc? 'lwav11s, For the constr. cf. 31 and Rev. 68 911• 

Burney urges that this is a Semitic constr.,1 and represents an 
Aramaic or Hebrew lt.:li7 ; but it is also good Greek, e.g. 
'Apurrocpwv tivoµa avrf (Demosth. contra Zenoth. II). 

The spelling 'Iwav17s is preferred to 'Iwaw17~ by most modern 
editors, being almost universally found in B. " It belongs 
to the series of Hellenised names which treat the an of the 
Hebrew termination (Ioanan) as a variable inflection" (Blass, 
Gram. II).2 

Jn. is prone to distinguish carefully people who have the 
same name, e.g. Judas (671 132 1422), Mary (II2 1925), Joseph 
(1938); in this being more scrupulous than the Synoptists. It 
is, perhaps, worthy of note, therefore, that Jn. never writes 
"John the Baptist," but always "John," as if there were no 
other John who could be confused with him. On this has been 
based an argument to prove that John the son of Zebedee is, 
in some sense, the author (if not the actual scribe) of the Fourth 
Gospel; for the one person to whom it would not occur to 
distinguish John the Baptist from John the son of Zebedee 
would be John the son of Zebedee himself. On the other hand, 
the Synoptists only occasionally give the full description '' John 
the Baptist," "John" being quite sufficient in most places 
where the name occurs. It would not be as necessary for an 
evangelist writing for Christian readers at the end of the first 
century to say explicitly" John the Baptist," when introducing 
the John who bore witness to Jesus at the beginning of His 
ministry, as it was for Josephus when writing for Roman readers 
to distinguish him as "John who is called the Baptist" (Antt. 
XVIII. V. 2). 

7. oOTos ~>..6Ev Ets µ.apTuptav. · This was the characteristic 
feature of the Baptist's mission, " to bear witness " to the 
claims of Him who was to come. The Fourth Gospel is full of 
the idea of "witness" (see Introd., p. xc), the words µafJTvp[a, 
µaprvp/i,v, being frequent in Jn., while they occur comparatively 
seldom in the rest of the N.T. The cognate forms µaprv,, 
µapTvpwv, are, on the other hand, not found in Jn., although 
they occur in the Apocalypse. 

lva µ.aprup~an, i'va with a finite verb, in a telic sense, 
where in classical Greek we should expect an: infinitive, is a 

1 Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 3r. 
1 Cf. Westcott-Hort, Appx., p. 59, and E.B. 2504. 
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cf,wT6~, i'va 7rcl.VT€i 1r1.crT£VuwCT1.v Di' aV'ToV. 8. oVK ijv £Keivo~ T(J cf,W~, 
& .. u· iva µapTVp~<T{/ 7rEpl TOV <f,c,mk 9· ~v TO <f,ws TO riA:YJ0tvov 1l 

common constr. in KOLV~ Greek, and is specially frequent in 
Jn.1 Burney 2 held that this linguistic feature is due to the 
Aramaic origin of Jn., and that behind i'va is the particle "! or 
'"!. But the colloquial character of Jn.'s style provide~ a 
sufficient explanation (cf. u 50 and 1814). 

'll'Epl Toil cj,wTos. John Baptist says (v. 33) that it was re
vealed to him that Jesus was the Coming One. 

lva mfvres 'll'LaTeuawaiv Si' auTou ('' that all might believe 
through him," i·.e. through, or by means of, the testimony of 
John the Baptist). Ultimately the Baptist's mission would 
affect not Israel only, but all men (1ravres). As the Divine 
Law is said to have come 8ia. Mwvaiws (v. 17), so there is a 
sense in which Christian faith came 8i' 'lwavov. Abbott 
(Diat. 2302 f.) inclines to the view that avTOv refers here to 
Christ, avr6, throughout the Prologue being used for the 
Word; but Jn. never uses the expression 1riarevetv 8ia 'I17aov 
(see on 315). Jesus, for him, is the end and object of faith, 
rather than the medium through which it is reached (sec 
on 112). 

Jn. uses the verb 1riareveiv about 100 times, that is, with 
nine times the frequency with which it is used by the Synoptists, 
although the noun 1rlans, common in the Synoptists, never 
occurs in Jn., except at 1 Jn. s4 .3 See further on v. 12. 

Here 1rtarev£LV is used absolutely, 'the object of faith being 
understood without being expressed; cf. 150 4 42 • 53 s44 664 u 15 

1239 1429 1935 208· 25, 
8. olKELvos is used substantially, whether as subject or 

obliquely, with unusual frequency in Jn., the figures for its 
occurrence is the four Gospels being (according to Burney 4) 

Mt. 4, Mk. 3, Lk. 4, Jn. 51. Jn. uses it often to express 
emphasis, or to mark out clearly the person who is the main 
subject of the sentence, as here. It is used of Christ, 1 18 2 21 511, 

l Jn. 26 J5• 7, 16, 

OUK ~v €K£LVOS TO cj,ws. The Baptist was only & Avxvos, the 
lamp; cf. 535. 

&>.>.' i'.va µ.apTup~an 'll'epl Toil cj,wTos. This is an elliptical 
constr. of which somewhat similar examples occur 93 1J18 1525, 
1 Jn. 2 19 (Abbott, Diat. 2106 f.). The meaning is, "but he 

1 Cf. Abbott, Diat. 2093, 2687. 
1 Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 70. 
3 Per contra, 1r1tne6<1v never occurs in the Apocalypse, while 1rle1ns 

occurs 4 times. See Introd., p. !xv. 
• Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 82. 
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came that he might bear witness, etc. The repetition of the 
whole phrase iYa p,aprvp+ro 1r£pt rov cpwr6s is thoroughly 
Johannine. 

Burney suggests 1 that here (as also at 57 650 936 1416) £Ya is 
a mistranslation of an Aramaic relative, "!, "who." The 
rendering then is simple, "he was not the Light, but one who 
was to bear witness of the Light "; but the correction is 
unnecessary. 

9. ~v To <t,ws KT>.., The constr. of the sentence has been 
taken in different ways, and the ambiguity was noticed as far 
back as the time of Origen. 2 

(1) The Latin, Syriac, and Coptic versions take •px6p,£YOY 
with ay()pw1raY. The Light enlightens every man who comes 
into the world. But if this were the meaning, (a) we should 
expect 1rayra TOY l.px6p,EYOY rather than 7raYTa. ay/JpwrroY •px6p.EYaY; 
(b) these words are wholly redundant, for they do not add 
anything to " every man "; (c) the expression " coming 
into the world" is not used elsewhere by Jn.3 of a man being 
born (1621 is no exception). This last consideration excludes 
also the rendering "every man, as he comes into the world," 
apart from the fact that, although Wordsworth suggests it in 
his Ode, the idea of any special Divine enlightenment of infants 
is not Scriptural. 

(2) It is better to take •px6p,way with cpws (so R.V.). Jn. 
several times uses the phrase '' coming into the world " of the 
Advent of Christ (614 u 27 1628 1837); and elsewhere (J19, 1246) in 
the Gospel Christ is spoken ofas "light coming into the world." 
And if we render " the Light, which lighteth every man, was 
coming into the world," the constr. of ~v with the present 
participle as used for the imperfect is one which appears 
frequently in Jn. (see on 1 28 below). ~v ••• •px6p,£YOY means 
"was in the act of coming." 

Westcott, while retaining this meaning, endeavours to com
bine with it the conception of the Light having a permanent 
existence (~1,, the verb used in v. 1). "There was the Light, 
the true Light which lighteth every man; that Light was, and 
yet more, that Light was coming into the world." This seems, 
however, to attempt to get too much out of the words, and on our 
view of the whole passage the meaning is simpler. 

We are still occupied with Jn.'s comment (vv. 6-9) on what 
the Logos Hymn has said about the Light (vv. 4, 5). The 
Baptist was not the perfect Light, but he came to bear witness to 
it; and this perfect Light was then coming into the world. 

1 Aramaic Origin, etc., pp. 32, 75. 2 In Joann. (ed. Brooke, ii. 216). 
8 It is found, however, several times in the Talmud ; see Lightfoot, 

Hor. Hebr., in Joe.; and cf. Schlatter, Sprache u. Heimat., u.s.w., p. 18. 
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When Jn. wrote the First Epistle he could say, "The true Light 
already shineth" (1 Jn. 28), but it was only coming at the time 
when the Baptist's mission began. Jesus had come into the world, 
indeed; but He had not yet manifested Himself as the Light. 

d>..718w6v. Christ is To cf,w., To &,,\'Y/0iv6v, not to be inter
preted as " the true Light " (although such a rendering is 
convenient), for that suggests that all other lights are misleading, 
which is not implied; cf. 535• J,\'Y/0iv6., is distinguished from 
&.>-..'Y/0~, as the genuine from the true. The opposite of a>-..'1'}0iv6., 
is not necessarily false, but it is imperfect, shadowy, or unsub
stantial. '' The aJ\.'Y/0~., fulfils the promise of his lips, but the 
&.>-..YJ0iv6., the wider promise of his name. Whatever that name 
imports, taken in its highest, deepest, widest sense, whatever 
according to that he ought to be, that he is to the full" (Trench, 
Synonyms of N.T.). Thus J>-..YJ0w6., here is significant. Christ 
is not "the true and only Light," but rather " the perfect 
Light," in whose radiance all other lights seem dim, the Sun 
among the stars which catch their light from Him. 

There are indeed a few passages where &.>-..YJ0iv6., cannot 
be sharply distinguished from &>-..YJ0~., : thus aA'YJ(hv6., at 1935 

stands for the veracity of the witness, just as &.>..'Y/0~., does at 2124• 

Moreover, the fact that dAYJ~'> and its cognates are not found in 
the Apocalypse, while &>-..YJ0ivo<, occurs in it 10 times, might 
suggest that the choice of the one adjective rather than the 
other was only a point of style. In' the same way, 'f£V<TT'YJ'> is 
used 7 times in Jn. for a liar, but the word in the Apocalypse 
is frno~ ... 

Nevertheless the distinction between &.>-..YJ0~., and &>-..YJ0iv6., in 
Jn. is generally well marked. We have To cf,w, To &>-..YJ0iv6v 
here ( cf. 1 Jn. 28); ol &.>-..YJ0ivot 1rpo<TKVVYJTa<, 4 23 ; o a.p'TO'> o 
&.J\.ri0iv6,, 632 ; 0 fA,OYO<, aA'l'}0LYO', 0£6,, 173 (cf. 728 I Jn. 520); 

~ aJ\.Yj0LY~ Kpt<m, 816 ; ~ a.p,7r£A.O', ~ aAYJ0iv~, 151 • In all these 
passages the meaning " genuine " or " ideal " will bear to be 
pressed, as also in the only place where the word occurs in the 
Synoptists, for To &.>-..YJ0iv6v of Lk. 1611 is the genut'ne riches. 
Even at 437, where &.J\.YJ0w6, is applied to a proverb, something 
more is implied than veraciousness (see note in Zoe.). 

Less clearly, but still with some plausibility, can the dis
tinctive sense of &.>-..'Y/0iv6., be pressed in the Apocalypse, where 
it is applied to God's ways (15 3), His judgments (167 192), His 
words (199 215 226), to Himself (610), and to Christ (3'· 14 1911). 

See further on 1 73• 

cf,wT,tEL. This verb does not occur again in Jn., but cf. 
Lk. II35. 36. 
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8 4>wT1tEL iruml civ8pw,rov. That the Servant of Yahweh 
would be a " light to the Gentiles " as well as to the Jews 
was the forecast of Deutero-Isaiah (426 496); but this passage 
suggests a larger hope, for the Coming Light was to enlighten 
every man. It was this great conception upon which the 
early Quakers fixed, urging that to every man sufficient light 
was offered; and some of them called this passage " the 
Quaker's text." The Alexandrian theologians, e.g. Clement, 
had much to say about the active operation of the Pre-Incarnate 
Word upon men's hearts; and it is interesting to observe that 
they did not appeal to this text, which is in fact not relevant to 
their thought, as it speaks only of the universal enlightenment 
which was shed upon mankind after the Advent of Christ. 

Eis TOv K6ap.ov. The term K6aµ,os is used of the universe 
by Plato (Gorg. 508) and Aristotle (de mund. 2), Plutarch 
(Mor. 886 B) affirming that Pythagoras was the first to use 
the word thus, the order of the material world suggesting 
it.1 This idea of a totality of the natural order is thoroughly 
Greek, and is without early Hebrew counterpart, Ci~\.V not 
being used in this meaning until the later days of' Jewish 
literature.2 In the LXX K6<rµ,os appears in the sense of 
" ornament," and occasionally to describe the ordered host of 
the heavenly bodies, but it is not used for '' universe " until 
we reach the later Hellenistic books, e.g. Wisd. 1117• Paul has 
K6<rµ,os 46 times, and the Synoptists 14 times ; but Jn. has it 
100 times. Primarily, in the N.T. it is used of the material 
universe as distinct from God (cf. 21 25). But man is the chief 
inhabitant of the world as we know it, and thus K6<rµ,os usually 
in Jn. includes the world of moral agents as well as the sum of 
physical forces. That is, it stands for mankind at large, as 
well as for the earth which is man's habitation (651 74 1219). 

When, however, a term which was the product of Greek 
philosophy began to be used in connexion with the Hebrew 
doctrine of God and man, it inevitably gathered to itself the 
associations connected with Hebrew belief as to the Fall. To 
the Stoic, the K6<rµ,os was perfect. This could not be held by a 
Jew. Inasmuch, then, as the Fall introduced disorder into 
that which in the beginning was '' good " (Gen. 1 31), the term 
K6<rµ,os when used of the visible order frequently carries with it 
a suggestion of imperfection, of evil, of estrangement from the 
Divine. The K6<rµ,os cannot receive the Spirit of Truth (1417); 

it hates Christ ( f); it hates His chosen ( 1519 1714); they are 
forbidden to love it (1 Jn. 215). The world which is aloof from 

1 Cf. Trench, Synonyms of N. T. 
•Dalman, Words of Jesus, pp. 162, r71. 
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, .... , .,. 
10. £V 'T<f) KO<T/L'f! 'YJY, 

Kat o K6up.o,;; oi' a~'TOV lyiv£TO, 
Kai. 0 K6uµ,or; aVTOv olll< ~yvw. 

13 

God may easily pass into an attitude of hostility to God, and 
the phrase " this world" (see on 823) calls special attention to 
such enmity. 

According to Philo (quod deus imm. 6 and de mund 7), the 
K6up.o, is the father of time, God being the Father of the K6up.o,;;; 
a picturesque expression which brings out his view that the 
universe was created by God, who brought Cosmos out of 
Chaos, while its genesis goes back beyond the begipning of 
time. 

A striking parallel to this verse is found in the Testaments 
of the Twelve Patriarchs (Levi, c. 14): TO cpw,;; Tov v6p.ov To 
oo0t:v lv vp.'iv £1,;; cpwnup.ov 7l"llV'TO<;; dv0pw7l"OV. Charles, indeed 
(note in loc), holds that Jn. 19 is based on this passage; but 
the date of the Greek versions of the Testaments is by no 
means certain, and there is no sufficient evidence of their 
existence in their present form before the time of Origen.1 

There are unmistakable allusions to the verse in the Chris
tian Apocalypse known as " The Rest of the Words of Baruch," 
where Jeremiah addresses God as To cpw, To &,;\'YJ0ivov TO cpwTl(ov 
I'-" (ix. 3). In the same section the writer calls Christ To cpw,;; 
'TWV aiwvwv 7l"UY'TWV, 0 t!u/3£<T'TO<;; Xvxvo,;; (ix. 13), and speaks of 
Him as lpx6p.£VOV Iii,;; 'TOV K6up.ov £7l"t TO opo,;; 'TWV l;\aiwv (ix. 18). 
See Introd., p. lxxii. 

For the citation of the verse by Basilides, as quoted by 
Hippolytus, see Introd., p. lxxiii. 

The Logos Hymn resumed (vv. 10, 11) 

10. lv T/ii KOup.ce ~v. ~v, as in vv. 1-4, stands for continuous 
existence. The Logos was immanent in the world before the 
Incarnation, which has not yet been mentioned in the hymn, 
although suggested in the evangelist's comment in v. 9. 

Ka.l o KOup.oc; SL' mlTou lylv£TO, repeated from v. 3, " the 
world came into being through Him," the creative Logos being 
personal all through the hymn. 

Ka.l b Koup.oc; a.OTov oOK eyvw. The paratactical constr. 
Kat ••• Kai is continued, as in vv. 1, 4, 5. At this point 
Kalis used adversatively, "and yet," the world not recognising 
the Word although the Word was immanent in it. 

This use of Kal for KalTot (which Jn. never employs) is 
1 Cf. Burkitt, ].T.S., Oct. 1908; Plummer, Comm. on St. Matthew, 

p. xxxiv. f. 
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characteristic of the Fourth Gospel, e.g. 311 543 670 728- 30 s20 

930 1025 1632• Burney 1 claims this as a Semitic usage, but it 
occurs in classical Greek; e.g. Thucyd. v. 6. 1, -:i.rnydp'l' 7rpocr
{3a>..) .. u . . . Kal OUK EL\.E, and Eurip. Herakl. 508, opar' ;_p: O<T7rEp 
;v 7rEp[(3>...E7rTO<; (3porot<; ovop,u.(J'Ta ,rpacrcrwv, Ka[ p,' J.rf,dA.E0' TJ TVX'f/· 

o Koaµ.oc; aGrov o~K eyvw. Primarily, the reference is to the 
world's ignorance of the Pre-Incarnate Logos, immanent 
continuously in nature and in man. 

Pfleiderer points out the similarity of this language to what 
Heraclitus says about the eternal Reason: rov 8~ >...oyov rovo 
£0V'TO<; aiEL J.~vVE'TOL y{vovrai lf.v0pw1l'Ol . . . yivop,lvwv yap 1l'O.V'TWV Kara 
'TOV >...oyov rov8E a7rElpot<TLV EOlKacri, i.e. "men are without under
standing of this Logos, although it is eternal, . . . although 
everything happens in accordance with this Logos, men seem 
to be ignorant (of it)." 2 Heraclitus was one of those whom 
Justin accounted a Christian before his time, having lived 
p,Era >...6yov,3 and his writings were probably current in the 
circles where the Fourth Gospel was written. But although 
Jn. used similar language to Heraclitus when writing of the 
Word, his thought goes far beyond the impersonal Reason of 
the Greek sage. 

Even here, the meaning of " the world knew Him not " 
cannot be confined to the Immanent Logos. Jn. several times 
comes back to the phrase, applying it to the world's failure to 
recognise the Incarnate Christ; e.g. o Kocrp,oc; ..• ovK lyvw avrov 
(1 Jn. 31); ouK lyvwcrav ••• ep,l (163). Cf. 147 1725, 1 Cor. 121 • 

And in the next verse (v. II) the Incarnate Word is clearly in 
view, for the aorist ;>...0Ev expresses a definite point of time, 
although the Incarnation of the Word is not explicitly asserted 
until v. 14. 

A saying about Wisdom very similar to the thought of this 
verse is in Enoch xlii. 1: " Wisdom found no place where she 
might dwell ; then a dwelling-place was assigned to her in the 
heavens. Wisdom came to make her dwelling among the 
children of men and found no dwelling-place; then Wisdom 
returned to her place and took her seat among the angels." 
What the Jewish apocalyptist says of Wisdom, the Prologue of 
the Fourth Gospel repeats of the Logos. 

11. etc; ril ?Sia ~>..9ev. This (see on 1927) is literally " He 
came to His own home." And the following words, " His own 

1 Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 66. 
2 See Hippo!. Ref. ix. 9, cited by Pfleiderer, Primitive Ch,-istianity, 

iv. 7. 
3 Apol. i. 46. 
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Kai. oi i'Oioi aVTOv olJ 7rapEAa{3ov. 

I 2. O<TOt 8E V,af3ov a&ov, EOWK£V aVTOL, Uovu[av TlKva ®wv 'f£Vl-

received Him not," would well describe His rejection by His own 
kinsfolk and neighbours in Galilee, according to the saying that 
a prophet has no honour in his own country (Mk. 64, Mt. 13°7, 
Lk. 424 ; cf. Jn. 444). But the thought of this verse is larger. 
The world did not know Him, did not recognise Him for what 
He was (v. 10). But when He came in the flesh, He came 
(~>..0£v) to "the holy land" (2 Mace. 17, Wisd. 123), to the land 
and the people which peculiarly belonged to Yahweh and were 
His own (Ex. 196, Deut. 76). In coming to Palestine; rather 
than to Greece, the Word of God came to His own home on 
earth. Israel were the chosen people; they formed, as it were, 
an inner circle in the world of men; they were, peculiarly, " His 
own." He was '' not sent but to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel" (Mt. 1524). "His own" intimate disciples did indeed 
receive him (see 131 176• 9• 11 for oi Ww,), but the thought here 
is of His own people, Israel. The Fourth Gospel is the Gospel 
of the Rejection; and this appears thus early in the Prologue 
(cf. J11 s4s). 

It is not said that Israel did not " know" Him, as is said of 
the" world" (v. 10); but Israel did not receive Him in welcome 
(cf. 143 for this shade of meaning in 7rapaAaJJ,/3avw). Like the 
Wicked Husbandmen in the parable (Mk. 121, Mt. 2133, Lk. 
209), Israel knew the Heir and killed Him. 

Comment to avoid misunderstandz'ng of v. 11 (vv. 12, 13) 

12. '' His own received Him not " might suggest that no 
Jew welcomed Him for what He was. Accordingly (cf. Introd., 
p. cxlv), the evangelist notes that there were some of whom this 
could not be said. ouot U KTA.=but (U must be given its 
full adversative force), at the same time, as many as received 
Him (and this would include Jews as well as Greeks) were 
endowed with the capacity and privilege of becoming children 
of God. For >..aJLf3a,,£iv used of " receiving " Christ, cf. s43 

1320. 

ouo, 8£ Dl.a~ov a1h6v, e8wKEV a~To'is KT~. This is the first 
appearance of a constr. which is very frequent in Jn., viz. the 
reinforcement of a casus pendens by a pronoun. It is a common, 
if inelegant, form of anacoluthon, more often met with in 
colloquial than in literary Greek. Jn. employs it 27 times 
(as against 21 occurrences in all three Synoptists). Burney 
suggests that this is due to the Aramaic original which he 
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finds behind Jn., the casus pendens being a favourite Semitic 
idiom.I 

The Jews rejected Christ; but His message was addressed 
to all mankind. He gave to " as many as received Him " the 
right to become children of God. Uavala occurs again 527 1018 

172 1910• 11 ; it stands for authorz"ty rather than power. The 
privilege and right of those who "receive" Christ, i.e. those 
who "believe on His Name," is that they may become Tf.Kva 
Bwv; but this (Jn. suggests) is not an inherent human capacity. 

The conception of the faithful as " children of Go.d " has 
its roots deep in Jewish thought. Israel conceived of herself 
as in covenant with Yahweh (see on 329), and the prophets speak 
of her as Yahweh's wife (Hos. 1, 2). "Thy sons whom thou 
hast borne to me " are words ascribed to Yahweh when 
addressing the nation (Ezek. 1620). Thus the Jews were 
accustomed to think of themselves as peculiarly the children of 
God (see on 841). But the teaching of Jesus did not encourage 
any such exclusive claim of Judaism. He taught the doctrine 
of the Fatherhood of God as having a more catholic range. 
To enter the kingdom of God is to become the child of God 
and the possessor of eternal life (for all these phrases mean the 
same thing; cf. 33f·), and the gate of the kingdom is the gate 
of faith in Christ. This is the message of the Fourth Gospel 
\2000), and it is addressed to all who will hear it. We have here 
(in vv. 12, 13) a summary of the teaching of c. 3 about the New 
Birth and Eternal Life. 

The phrase Tf.Kva BEOv is not placed either by Synoptists 
or by Jn. in the mouth of Jesus Himself: He is represented as 
speaking of viot BEav (Mt. 59); and this is also the title for 
believers generally used by Paul (Gal. J26), who employs the 
notion of adoption, as recognised by Roman law, to bring out 
the relation of God to the faithful.2 But TlKva Bwv is 
thoroughly Johannine (cf. u 52 and I Jn. 31 • 2• 10 52), and the 
phrase implies a community of life between God the Father 
and His children, which is described in v. 13 as due to the fact 
that they are "begotten" of God (cf. 33f·). TlKvav is from the 
root TEK-, " to be get." 

The " children of God " are all who " believe in the Name " 
of Christ. The idea of the Fatherhood of God as extending 
to all mankind alike, heathen or Jewish, prior to belief in 
Christ, is not explicit in the Gospels (cf. Acts 1728), however 
close it may be to such a pronouncement as that of the Love of 
God for the world at large (J16). But for Jn., the "children" 
are those who "believe." 

1 Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 64. · 
a Paul has Tfrva, lhofJ at Rom. 818• 17• 11, Phil. 2 15 (from Deut. 321). 
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u0at, Toi'~ ,riureVovut.v ei~ r6 6voµa aVroV, I 3. ot o'VK £[ aiµ&.rwv 
ovoe EK 0£A~µ,aTO<; uapKo<; ovoe EK 0£A~µ,aTO<; avOpor; dAA' EK ®€ov 

•y£vv~0YJ<rav. 

TOLS nLo-reuouuw ei.s To ovofl,a auTou. The frequency of the 
verb 1ruTT£vnv in Jn. has been already noted (17). Here we 
have to mark the form 1rt<TT£vnv eir; . . . The phrase "to 
believe in Christ," in Him as distinct from believing His words 
or being convinced of certain facts about Him, is, with one 
exception (Mt. 186), not found in the Synoptists; but in Jn. 
we find munv£tv dr; ... 35 times,1 always referring to God 
or Christ, except eir; T~v µ,apTVp{av (1 Jn. 510). The. phrase 
m<TT£vnv eir; To ovoµ,a a&ov occurs again 2 23, 318 (cf. 1 Jn. 513), 

but not in the speeches of Jesus Himself. In the O.T. 
the " Name " of Yahweh is often used as equivalent to 
His Character or Person, as He manifests Himself to men 
(cf. 2 Sam. ?13, Isa. 187 ; see on 543 below). It is possible that 
this usage of ovoµ,a in the N.T. is an Aramaism. We have 
it several times in the expression {:1a1TT{(nv eir; To ovoµ,&. Ttvor; 

(cf. Mt. 2819).2 But, whether it is Aramaic or no, to believe 
in " the Name " of Jesus for Jn. is to believe " in Him " 
as the Son of God and the Christ. 

18. For ot ... tyevvfJ8YJuav, the O.L. version in b gives qui 
natus est, the verse being thus a reference to the Virgin Birth 
of Christ. Iremeus (adv. Haer. III. xvii. 1 and xx. 2), and 
possibly Justin (Tryph. 61 ; cf. Apo!. i. 32, 63 and ii. 6), bear 
witness to the existence of this (Western) reading. Tertullian 
(de carne Christz', 19) adopts it formally, adducing arguments 
against the common text "who were born," which he says is 
an invention of the Valentinians. In recent years the reference 
of the verse to Christ, and the reading qui natus est, have been. 
approved by Resch (Aussercanonische Paralleltexte, iv. 57) 
and by Blass (Philology of the Gospels, p. 234).3 But the MS. 
evidence is overwhelming for E'f£VV~0YJuav, which moreover, as we 
shall see, is in accordance with the characteristic teaching of Jn. 

The children of God are " begotten " by Him by spiritual 
generation, as contrasted with the ordinary process of physical 
generation. 

1 Note that .,,.,,,.Teuov,r,v is the present participle, and expresses the 
continual life of faith, not an isolated act of faith (see on 629). See, 
further, for the unclassical constr . .,,.,,,-rev<Lv els, Abbott, Diat. 1470 f. 

• I have discussed this expression in Studia Sacra, p. 66 f. A 
similar use of the construction els rb 6voµ,a. r,vos occurs in papyri ; e.g. 
lvrevf,s els rov {Ja.,r,}..ews 6voµ,a. is a "petition to the king's majesty," the 
name of the king being the essence of what he is as ruler. Cf. Deiss
mann, Bible Studies, Eng. Tr., 146 f., 196 f. 

3 Cf. also Burney, Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 43. 
VOL. 1.-2 



18 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [I. 18. 

oGK i.€ al/J-anw KTA. It was a current doctrine in Greek 
physiology that the human embryo is made from the seed of the 
father, and the blood of the mother. Thus Wisd. 72, " In the 
womb of a mother was I moulded into flesh in the time of ten 
months, being compacted in blood (1ray£l, iv aiµ.an) of the 
seed of man and pleasure that came with sleep." Cf. 4 Mace. 
1320 and Philo (de opif. mundi 45).1 

The plural a1µarwv is unexpected, but Bri.ickner quoted the 
parallel aAAwv rpacf,d, acf,' aiµ.arwv (Eurip. Ion, 693). Augustine 
(Serm. cxxi. 4) explains a1µ.arwv, " mixtis sanguinibus, mas
culi et feminae, commixtione carnis masculi et feminae," 
which may be right ; but more probably the plural is used to 
indicate drops of blood. 

oG8t f.K 8eA~fJ-O.Tos uo.pKos, " nor yet of the will of the flesh," 
i.e. of sexual desire. 0lAYJp,a is used once or twice in the 
LXX in the sense of delectatz"o, e.g. Isa. 624 and Eccles. 121 • 

Hippolytus (Ref. vi. 9) has the phrase lf aiµ.arwv Kat E1l"L0vµ.{a, 
uapKLKYJ,, Ka0a1rip Kat o1 Aoi1rol, Y£Y£VvYJµ,lvo,, which is apparently 
a reminiscence of this verse, of which at any rate it gives the 
meaning, identifying 0lAYJp,a with im0vµ.{a (cf. 1 Jn. 2 16). 

The passage is also recalled by Justin (Tryph. 63), w, Tov 
aiµ.aTO<; avrov OVK if av0pw1rdov u1rlpµ.aTo<; Y£Y£VVYJP,fVOV a,,\,\' £K 
0e,\~µ.aro<; 0wv. 

oG8t f.K 0eA~fJ,O.TOS cl.v8pos, " nor yet of the will of a man," 
i.e. a male, for so av~p is always used in Jn., as distinct from 
tJ.,,0pw1ro,. 

The threefold negation emphasises the point that the 
" begetting " of the children of God has nothing to do with the 
normal begetting of children. 

,i>,_>,_' i.K 8eou (God being the immediate cause of the new 
spiritual life which begins in the believer). The metaphor of 
God as " begetting " children is strange to a modern ear, but it 
is frequent in Jn. Cf. also 1 Pet. 1 3, o ... avayevv~ua, 'YIP-"-' 
fi, i,\1r{8a {wuav, and see J.B. Mayor on Jas. 1 18. 

The verb yevvciv in the active voice generally means " to 
beget," and is used of the father, e.g. 'A/3paaµ. iylvvYJ<Tf rov 
'IuaaK (Mt. 12). Sometimes this is followed by EK and the 
mother's name, e.g. ;_ylvvrwa if avrri, Twf3{av (Tobit 19). 

yevvav is also, but rarely, used of the '' bearing " of children 
by a woman, e.g. µ.{a µ.~TYJP iylvvYJuev 'YJp,as oi8vµ.ov, (Acta 
Philippi, u5). 

In Jn. the verb (with one exception, 1 Jn. 51) is only found 
in the passive yevvau0ai. Sometimes this means "to be born," 
e.g. 92'· 1621 1837 ; cf. Mapia,, it ~- lrvv~0YJ 'IYJCTOV<; (Mt. 1~

6
). 

1 See H. J. Cadbury (Expositor, Dec. 1924, p. 432), to whom these 
references are due. 
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But usually in Jn. y£vva.<r0ai means "to be begotten," and 
the phrase '' to be begotten by God " is tl::oroughly J ohannine. 
Jn. does not shrink from drawing out the metaphor, e.g. 1ra., 
0 yey£vvrip.lvo<; EK 'TOV 0wv ap.ap-riav ov 11"0t£L, on u1rl.pp.a a&ov EV 
a&,;; p.l.v£t (1 Jn. J9). God's u1rl.pp.a is in the man, who is 
thus (the phrase occurs in the next verse, 1 Jn. 310) -rl.Kvov 
0wv. An even closer parallel to vv. 12, 13, is 1ra., o 1rur-r£vwv 
O'Tt 'Iriuov, E<T'TLV O Xpt<T'TO<; EK 'TOV 0wv Y£YEVVYJ'Tilt (1 Jn. 51· 4), 

where it is again said that those who believe in Christ are 
"begotten of God." Cf. also I Jn. 2 29 47 518• This mystical 
language goes back to Ps. 27, where Yahweh says of the king 
of His favour, Eyw u~p.Epov yeyl.vvriKa <T£. Indeed, to say that 
believers are " begotten of God " is only to stretch a little 
farther the metaphor involved in the words, " Our Father 
which art in heaven." See on v. 12. 

The rendering of E)'£VVYJ0riuav here by nati sunt in the 
Latin versions cannot be taken to exclude the translation 
"were begotten"; for in the several passages in I Jn. where 
we have the phrase y£yevvrip.l.vo, EK -rov 0wv (229 J9 47 51• 18), 

and where it must bear the meaning " begotten by God " (see 
especially I Jn. J9), the Latin versions similarly have natus. 

The Incarnation (v. 14) 

14 Kal c\ >..6yos cnip~ l.ylve-ro. Th~ repeated Kal introducing 
the next three clauses should be noticed. 

Here we have the climax of the Johannine doctrine of 
Christ as the Word. That the Son of God became man is 
unmistakably taught by Paul (Rom. 1 3 83, Gal. 44, Phil. 27• 8): 

He was" manifested in the flesh" (1 Tim. 316). So, also, accord
ing to Heh. 2 14, He partook of our flesh and blood. But the 
contribution of Jn. to this exalted Christology is that he ex
pressly identifies Christ with the "Word of God," vaguely 
spoken of in the Wisdom literature of the Hebrews and also in 
the teaching of Philo and his Greek predecessors. The Logos 
of philosophy is, Jn. declares, the Jesus of history (cf. v. 11) ; 
and this is now stated in terms which cannot be misunderstood. 
That "the Word became flesh" must have seemed a paradox 
to many of those who read the Prologue to the Fourth Gospel 
when it was first made public; but the form of the proposition 
is deliberate. It would have been impossible for Philo (see 
Introd., p. cxli). 

The heresy of Docetism was always present to the mind of 
Jn. (while it is most plainly in view in the First Epistle); the 



20 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [I. 14. 

', , , e ,.. 
Kat ecrK71vwcrev EV 71µ.tv, 

idea of Christ as a mere phantasm, without human flesh and 
blood, was to him destructive of the Gospel. " Every spirit 
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God " 
(1 Jn. 42). But it is the deceiver and the antichrist who "con
fess not that He is come in the flesh" (2 Jn.7). The lofty 
teaching of the Prologue identifies Jesus with the Word, and 
the explicit declaration that the Word became flesh was necessary 
to exclude Docetic teaching.1 A characteristic feature of the 
Fourth Gospel is its frequent insistence on the true humanity 
of Jesus. He is represented as tired and thirsty (46• 7 ; cf. 1928). 

His emotion of spirit is expressed in His voice (see on 1133). 

He wept (11 35). His spirit was troubled in the anticipation of 
His Passion (1227 1321). And the emphasis laid by Jn. on His 
" flesh " and " blood " (663), as well as on the " blood and 
water " of the Crucifixion scene, shows that Jn. writes thus of 
set purpose. Cf. also 2027• At one point (840) Jn. attributes to 
Jesus the use of the word av8pw7ro~ as applied to Himself. 

b ,\6yo~ crap~ lylveTo. Here crap~ signifies man's nature as 
a whole, including his rational soul (cf. 1 Thess. 523). Thus 
the rendering here in the Old Syriac (although not in the 
Peshitta) of crap~ by pagar,2 sc. "the Word became a body"
a rendering known to Ephraim 3 and Aphrahat 4-is inadequate 
and might mislead. The Logos did not became " a man/' but 
He became '' man " in the fullest sense; the Divine Person 
assuming human nature in its completeness. To explain the 
exact significance of lylveTo in this sentence is beyond the 
powers of any interpreter. 

Kal eaK~vwaev ev ~fl-LV. This sentence has generally in 
modern times been understood to mean '' and He pitched His 
tent among us," or dwelt among us, 71µ.1.v referring to those who 
witnessed the public ministry of Jesus, and more particularly 
to those who associated with Him in daily intercourse. lv 
71µ.'iv, on this rendering, would be equivalent to apud nos or 
inter nos, a use of iv with the dative which may be defended by 
1019 1164• A crK~v71 or tent is a temporary habitation, and 
lcrK~vwcrev might thus indicate the sojourn on earth for a brief 
season of the Eternal Word. In the N.T., however, the verb 
does not connote temporary sojourning in any other place where 
it is found. 

Origen 6 and Chrysostom 6 understand the clause differently, 

1 Cf. Introd., p. clxx. 2 Cf. Introd., p. clxix. 
3 Cf. Burkitt, Ephraim's Quotations from the Gospel, p. 50. 
• Of the Resurrection,§ 15. 
•Comm.in Joann. 20,142,202. • In loc. 
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For them, it is parallel to the preceding clause, "the Word 
became flesh," and is another statement of the Incarnation.1 

The Word took humanity as His tabernacle, 0u1rep & vao-. 86~av 
e!xe 0wv KaTauK71vovuav £V avT<p (Origen, l.c. 202). This would 
be in harmony with Paul's great phrase vao-. 0wv luri (1 Cor. 
J16), and gives its proper force to iv ~p,'tv. Cf. Ecclus. 248 iv 
'laKw/3 Karau1<~vwuov, as addressed to Wisdom. 

In the N.T. the verb only occurs again Rev. 715 1212 1J6 and 
213, where it is said that in the New Jerusalem God uK71vwu£L 
p,ET' avruw. So the prophets had foretold, e.g. KarnuK11vwuw lv 
p,EU'f.' uov, A£yei dpw-. (Zech. 2 10); lurai ~ KarnuK~vwu{-. p,ov lv 
avro'i:-. (Ezek. 3727). Cf. Lev. 2611, Ezek. 4J7. Such language 
goes back to the thought of the uK~V'Y/ or tabernacle in the 
desert (Ex. 258• 9), where Yahweh dwelt with Israel. The 
verb uK71vovv would always recall this to a Jew. Philo says 
that the sacred uK~v'Y/ was a symbol of God's intention to send 
down to earth from heaven the perfection of His Divine virtue 
(Quz"s dz"v. hf£r. 23). 

The language of this verse recalls Ps. 8 59• 10 : 

His salvation is nigh them that fear Him, 
That glory (86~a) may dwell (KarnuK71vwuai) in our land: 
Mercy (lAeo,) and truth (aA~0eia) have met together, 
Righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

The connexion of 86~a and the verb uK71vovv will presently 
be examined more closely. 

t8eaunp.e8a. TT]V M~a.v a.0-rou, 0eau0ai is never used in the 
N.T. of spiritual vision, while it is used 22 times of "seeing" 
with the bodily eyes. Cf. 1 32• 38 486 65 u 45, 1 Jn. 412• 14 (0eov 
ov8e)s 7rW7rO'TE TE0£a'Tat . • • ~P,Et', TE0eap,e0a • • • 6n & 1rarqp 
d.1r{urnAKEV 'TOV vi6v), and l Jn. 1 1• 2 3 lwpaKap,ev TOt', &cf,0aAp,o'i-. 
~p,wv, 3 l.0wua.p.e0a KTA. Neither here nor at 1 Jn. 11 is there 
any question of a supersensuous, mystical perception of 
spiritual facts, in both passages the claim being that the 
author has " seen" with his eyes (the aorist points to a definite 
moment in the historic past) the manifested glory of the 
Incarnate Word. 

The use of the first person plural when speaking of his 
Christian experience is characteristic of Jn., and runs all through 
the First Epistle (cf. 1 Jn. 11 32• 14 515• 19• 20) He speaks not 
only for himself but for his fellow-believers (cf. J11); and in 
this passage for such of these (whether living or departed) as 

1 Burkitt (Ev. da Mepharresht, ii. 307) favours this mode of render• 
ing the Syriac. 
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had been eye-witnesses of the public ministry of Jesus. (Cf. 
also 2 Pet. 1 17, and see Introd., p. Ix). 

Sota, 8ota(eiv are favourite words with Jn. (although they 
are not found in the Johannine Epistles). Certain shades of 
meaning must be distinguished. 

As in Greek authors generally, 86ta often means no more 
than "honour," and 8ota(eiv means "to honour greatly"; e.g. 

5
41 718 goo. 54 924 114 1243 1413 158 i614 ii· 4. 10 2119 (see on 4 44). 

But Jn. uses these words sometimes with special reference 
to that 86ta which belongs to God alone, e.g. 17' recalls the 
glory of the Eternal Word. According to one interpretation 
(see above) of iuK~vwuev lv ~p.tv, 86$a here (cf. 2 11 1140) stands 
for the Divine glory exhibited in the earthly life of Jesus which 
was perceived by those who companied with Him, and this 
must in any case be part of the meaning of l0eauaµ,e0a -r~v 
86$av av-rov. The crisis of this " glorification " in Jn. is the 
Passion (739 1216• 23) consummated in the Risen Life (1332). 

See especially on 1332• 

We must, at this point, recall the later Jewish doctrine of the 
Shekinah or visible dwelling of Yahweh with His people. The 
word nt.;i~, " that which dwells," is appropriated in later 
Judaism to the Divine presence. When in the O.T. Yahweh is 
said to dwell in a place, the Targums, to avoid anthropo
morphism, preferred to say that He "caused His Shekinah to 
dwell." The Shekinah was the form of His manifestation, 
which was glorious; but the glory is distinct from the Shekinah, 
which is used as equivalent to the Divine Being Himself. Thus 
the Targum of Isa. 602 is: "In thee the Shekinah of Yahweh 
shall dwell, and His glory shall be revealed upon thee." Again, 
Lev. 2612, •" I will walk among you and be your God," becomes 
in the Targum " I will place the glory of my Shekinah among 
you, and my Memra shall be with you." Or again, Isa. 61, 
" I saw the Lord," becomes in the Targum "I saw the glory 
of the Lord " (see on 1241).1 

Now by bilingual Jews the representation of Shekinah by 
uK~v17 was natural, and when uK17vovv or Ka-rauK17vovv is used in 
the later books of the LXX or the Apocalypse of the dwelling 
of God with men, the allusion is generally to the doctrine of the 
Shekinah (cf. Rev. i 5). Accordingly, luK~vwuev lv ilµ,'iv Kat 
Weauaµ,e0a ~v 86[av avrov also carries a probable allusion to 
the glory of the Shekinah which was the manifestation on earth 
of God Himself. 2 

1 Cf. Marshall in D.B., s.v. "Shekinah"; and see Burney, Aramaic 
(Ji,igin, etc., pp. 35-37. 

1 Generally in the LXX, o6fa is the rendering of 71:!:;i (as in Ps 85•, 



I. 14.] THE INCARNATION 

S6to.v &Is 11ovoyevou!i iro.p&. iro.Tp6s. The glory of the Word 
is described as " a glory as of the Only-begotten from the 
Father." Neither Son nor Father has yet been mentioned, 
and the sentence is a parenthesis explanatory of the 86,a of the 
Word. We may connect 1rapa 1rarp6, either (a) with 1wvoyevov, 
or (b) with Mtav. 

If (a) be adopted, then we have the parallels 646 729 1627 178, in 
all of which passages Jesus says of Himself that He is 1rapa Oeov 
or the like, a phrase which means more when applied to Him 
thus than it means in 16, where John Baptist has been dt:scribed 
as J.1rmTaA1d.vo, 1rapa Oeov, or in 916• 33, where the Pharisees 
say that Jesus was not 1rapa Oeov. But p,ovoyev~, 1rapa. would 
be an unusual combination, especially in Jn., who always has 
iK Owv, not 1rapa Oeov, when he wishes to say " begotten of 
God" 1 (cf. 1 Jn. 2 29 39 47 51• 4• 18). It is true, indeed, that the 
distinctions between 1rapa., &.1r6, and iK were being gradually 
obliterated in the first century, and that we cannot always 
distinguish 1rapa from iK (see on 646), but the point is that Jn. 
never uses 1rapa with yevva.CTOai. 

(b) If we connect 86tav with 1rapa 1rarp6,, the meaning is 
"the glory such as the only Son receives from his Father." 
Cf. s41• 44 for 86[av 1rapa 'TOV p,6vov Oeov. '' NO image but the 
relation of a p,ovoyn,~, to a father can express the twofold 
character of the glory as at once derivative and on a level with 
its source." 2 The manifested glory of the Word was as it were 
the glory of the Eternal Father shared with His only Son. 
Cf. 854 ECT'TLY o 1ra'T~p p,ov o Sota.twv µ.e, where see note. 

The word p,ovoymi, is generally used of an only child (e.g. 
Judg. n 34, Tob. J16 610• 14, Lk. ,12 842 938, Heb. n 17), the 
emphasis being on p,ovo--rather than on yev~.. Thus Plato 
speaks of p,ovoyev~i; ovpav6s (Tz·m. 31); and Clement of Rome 
(§ 25) describes the legendary bird, the phr.enix, as µ.ovo
yevl,, sc. it is the only one of its kind, unique (cf. the LXX 
of Ps. 2516). Some of the O.L. texts (a e q) render µ.ovoyev~. 
here by unz'cus, which is the original meaning, rather than by 
unz'genitus, which became the accepted Latin rendering so soon 
as controversies arose about the Person and Nature of Christ. 

An only child is specially dear to its parents; and µ.ovoyev~, 
is used to translate i•,:i; in Ps. 2220, 3 3517, where we should 

Isa. 6o1) ; but in Esth. 1 1 61 it represents ~il:, which is the word 
commonly used in the Targums. 

1 So the original Nicene Creed ran, -yevvrJll<na EK rou 1rarpo• µ,ovo-yevfi. 
2 Hort, Two Dissertations, p. 13. Cf. Phil. 2 6 iv µ,opcf,fi /Jeou u1ra.pxwv. 
3 Justin (Tryph. 105) associates Ps. 22•0 with Jn. 1 14, using the 

term µ,ovo-yevris, 
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expect &ya7n7n>,. Conversely &.yam·JT6, is used for an only son, 
Gen. 222 ; cf. Amos 810•1 And in every place where Jn. has 
µovoyu,~, (except perhaps in this verse), viz. 1 18 J16• 18, 1 Jn. 49, 

we might substitute, as Kattenbusch has pointed out, &ya?r7JT6s 
for it, without affecting the sense materially.2 

At this point, however, the meaning is clear. The glory 
of the Incarnate Word was such glory as the only Son of the 
Eternal Father would derive from Him and so could exhibit 
to the faithful. 

'll'>..~p1JS xapLTOS Kai d>..118e(as. If Kal WeauaµeBa • . . ?raTp6, 
is parenthetical, as we take it to be, then ?rA~PT/• is in 
apposition to >..6yo, at the beginning of the verse, and the 
construction is regular and simple. If the adj. ?T'A~PT/• were 
always treated as declinable (as it is, e.g., Mk. 819, Mt. 1420 1537, 

Acts 63), this would be the only possible construction of the 
passage. 

?T'A~PT/•, however, is often treated as z'ndeclinable by scribes, 
in the N.T., the LXX, and the papyri; 3 and it is possible, 
therefore, to take it in the present passage (the only place where 
it occurs in Jn.) as in apposition either to 86[av or to avTov or 
µovoyevov, in the previous line. For ?rA~PT/• here D reads 
?rA~PT/, which apparently was meant by the scribe to be ta,ken 
with 86[av. Turner has shown 4 that Irerneus, Athanasius, 
::hrysostom, and later Greek Fathers did not connect ?T'A~PT/• 
with o >..6-yo,, but (generally) with 86[av. And the Curetonian 
Syriac (Syr. sin. is deficient at this point) will not permit ?rA~P'YJ• 
to be taken with >..6yo,. 6 

On the contrary, Origen seems to favour the connexion 
of ?T'A~PT/• with >..6yo, or µovoyev~,. 6 The O.L. (followed by 
vulg.) has plenum in apposition with uerbum; and internal 
evidence seems to favour this construction, despite the authority 
of most Greek Fathers. For to speak of the glory of Christ as 
being " full of grace and truth " is not as intelligible as to 
speak of Christ Himself being ?T'A~PTJ• xaptTOS KaL &>..'Y]Be[a, ; 
cf. Acts 68, lTicf,avo, ?T'A~PT/• xaptTO, KQL ovvaµew,, and for this 
constr. of ?rA~PT/• as descriptive of a man's quality, see Acts 

1 See J. A. Robinson, Ephesians, p. 229 f. 
2 See D.C.G., s.v. "Only-Begotten"; and for a different line of 

reasoning reaching the same conclusion, cf. Harris, Bulletin of J okn 
Rylands Library, July 1922. 

3 See Hort, Select Readings, p. 24 ; Blass, Gram., p. 81 ; Turner, 
J.T.S., 1899, p. 121 f., and 1900, p. 561, for many examples. 

4 J.T.S., 1899, p. 123 f., 1900, p. 561. 
1 See Burkitt, j.T.S., 1900, p. 562. 
• See Origen, Comm. in Joann., ed. Brooke, ii. 219, 220. 
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63• 5 755 11 24 . Further, in v. 16 the 1rA:qpwµ,a from which 
Christians receive grace is that of Christ Himself, which shows 
that 1rA~p'YJS here refers to Him. 

The problem is one of grammar rather than of exegesis, 
for on any rendering grace and truth are specified as char
acteristic attributes of the Incarnate Word, or of His mani
festation of Himself in the world. These two words xapis and 
o.A~0ELa must now be examined. 

The characteristically Christian word xapis does not appear 
in Jn. except at 1 14• 16• 17, in the Prologue. It is never placed 
in the mouth of Jesus by any evangelist (except in the sense of 
thanks, Lk. 632• 34 1J9), and is not used at all by Mk. or Mt. In 
Lk. it is applied occasionally to the special favour of God to 
individuals (1 30 240• 52), as it is several times in the LXX (e.g. 
Gen. 68). But its Christian use as grace is derived from Paul,1 
who habitually employs it to designate the condescending Jove 
of God in redemption, as contrasted with the legalism of the 
Mosaic economy (Rom. 521 614 and passim); and the influence of 
Paul's terminology appears in Acts (e.g. 2024 To d,ayyeAwv 
T~S xapLTOS TOV 0wv), Heb. 1029, I Pet. 113, etc. So we have 
xapi, in the specially Christian sense in Barnabas, § 5, and 
Ignatius (Magn. 8), and thenceforth in all Christian writers. 
But Jn. never uses xapis except here and vv. 16, 17, and this 
is an indication of the faithfulness with which the primitive 
Christian phraseology is preserved in the Fourth Gospel. He 
does not even speak of the grace of God, when he writes -l]ya7r7Ju£v 
0 0eo, TOV KOUJLOV (316), although what Paul meant by xapis is 
behind his thought. 

On the other hand, o.A~0ELa is one of the keywords of the 
Fourth Gospel. The question of Pilate, "What is truth ? " 
(1838) has received its answer. It was the purpose of Christ's 
mission that He should " bear witness to the truth" (1837 ; 
cf. 533). The Word of the Father which He came to proclaim is 
truth (178). He emphasises the truth of His pronouncements 
to His disciples (167) and to the multitude (845). He is " a man 
that hath told you the truth" (840). Truth came through Him 
(117); He is " full of truth" (1 14); He is the Truth itself (146). 

So He will send the Spirit of truth (1526 1417 ; cf. 1 Jn. 46 s7), who 
is to guide the faithful into all the truth (1613). Christ's disciples 
will " know the truth, and the truth shall make them free " 
(832); '' he that doeth the truth cometh to the light " (321 ; 

cf. 1 Jn. 16); and Christ's pr~yer for His chosen is that they 

1 J. A. Robinson (Ephesians, p. 224), in a valuable note on xap,s, 
does not think that Paul introduced the word in its new sense to the 
Christian vocabulary, but that he did much to develop its use, 
especially in connexion with the extension of the Gospel to the Gentiles. 
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may be "sanctified in the truth" (1717• 19). Every one that 
is of the truth hears His voice (1838). 

The word rl,\~0€La occurs 25 times in the Gospel and 20 

times in the J ohannine Epp., while it is only found 7 times in the 
Synoptists and not at all in the Apocalypse. The distribution 
of riA7J0~r; and riA7J0wr; is similar, while that of riA7J0iv6r; (see on 
v. 9) is somewhat different, as it is common in the Apocalypse. 
These figures show that the idea of Truth is dominant with Jn.,1 

and that the truth of Christ's teachings is one of his deepest 
convictions. He represents Christ as claiming to teach and to 
be the Truth; and although the Synoptists do not dwell upon 
it, yet this feature of Christ's claim appears in their account of 
His controversy with the Pharisees at Jerusalem during the last 
week of His public ministry (Mk. 1214, Mt. 2216, Lk. 2021). 

"We know," they said, "that thou art true, and teachest the 
way of God in truth "; i.e. they began by a verbal recognition 
of the claim that He had made for Himself, a claim directly 
recorded by Jn. alone. While then, the emphasis laid in the 
Fourth Gospel upon the truth of Christ's teaching is partly due 
to the circumstances in which the book was produced, and the 
desire of Jn. to assure his readers not only of the spiritual beauty 
but also of the solid foundations of Christian doctrine, we need 
not doubt that it gives a representation faithful to historical 
fact, when it describes Jesus as Himself claiming to be .the 
Ambassador and Revealer of the Truth. In the Galilrean 
discourses we should not expect to find this topic prominently 
brought forward, and the Synoptists are mainly occupied with 
Galilee. But when they bring Jesus to the critical and intel
lectual society of Jerusalem, they indicate that His claims to 
the possession of absolute truth had been noticed by those who 
wished to disparage and controvert His teaching. 

Various explanations have been offered of the combination 
" grace and truth " as the two pre-eminent attributes of the 
Incarnate Logos. As we have seen, grace is what Jn. prefers to 
describe as love (God's love descending on men), and truth 
brings light (cf. Ps. 433)); accordingly some exegetes refer 
back to v. 4, where the Divine life issues in light. But even 
if we equate xapir; with rlycf1r'Y/, we cannot equate it with (w~ ; 
and further Jn. does not represent rl,\~0Ha as issuing from 
xapir;. Rather are xapir; and ,l,\~0Eia co-ordinate. 

The combination is found again in v. 17, where grace and 
truth, which came through Christ, are contrasted with the Law, 
which was given through Moses. In the O.T. xa.pu, and 
,l,\~0Ha are not explicitly combined, but lAEor; and rl,\~0H:, 
occur often in combination as attributes of Yahweh (Ps. 4011 

1 As it is with Paul (cf. 2 Thess. 2 10). 
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IS· 'IwnllYJ, p.apTVpl,. 7rEpt avTOV Kat KtKpayo, Atywv O~oc; ~I/ 

tv Ei1ro11 ·o o,r{<,w p.ov lpxop.EVOS lp.1rpo<r8t11 p.ov ylyo11E11, 6TL 1rpwTO, 

8914 ; cf. Ex. 346), and in Ps. 617 as attributes of the Messianic 
King. As we have seen above (p. 21), the meeting of £Arn, 
and aA~0Ela is associated in Ps. 8 59• 10 with the dwelling 
(KaTa<rKYJvw<rai) in the Holy Land of the Divine Sota. And it 
is to this passage in the Psalter, more than to any other passage 
in the 0.T., that the words and thoughts of Jn. 114 are akin. 
The idea of the Divine compassion (£Arns), of which the 0.T. is 
full, is enlarged and enriched in the N.T. by the idea of Divine 
grace (xapi,).1 

The Baptist's wz"tness to the pre-mundane exz"stence of 
the Word (v. 15) 

15. The verse is parenthetical, interpolating at this point 
the Baptist's witness to the pre-existence of Christ, which has 
been implied in v. 14. 

11-apTupE'i:, the historic present. What John said is, and 
remains, a witness to the pre-mundane dignity of Christ. 

Kal KlKpayEv, " and he hath cried aloud "; his voice was 
still sounding when the Fourth Gospel was written. For 
Kpa(ELv, see on ]28• ~•D om. Atywv after KtKpayEv, 

o~Tos. See on 12• 
o~Tos ~v 6v ELirov, " this was He of whom I spake " ; cf. 

827 1035 for the constr. Sv E!1rov. At v. 30 we have the more 
usual v1rep ov E!1ro11. The awkwardness of the constr. is 
responsible for variant readings. b Elmov is read by ~aB*C*, 
but this is impossible; 611 E!1ro11 is found in ~cbAB3DL@, and 
must be accepted despite the inferiority of its attestation. 2 

6v Etirov. It would seem from all four Gospels that the 
Baptist proclaimed '' the Coming One" (b lpxop.Evo,) before he 
had identified Him with Jesus. The terms of John's proclama
tion are repeated in v. 30, almost verbally, and must be placed 
beside the Synoptic forms. We have seen on v. 6 above that the 
correspondences between Jn. and Mk. as to the Baptist's wit
ness are very close; 3 and it is clear that at this point EfL irpou8ev 
11-ou yeyovEv is intended by Jn. to express what Mk. (and also 
Mt., Lk.) meant by l<rxvpoTEpos p.ov (see also on v. 27). Thus 
£JJ,1rpo<r0Ev does not indicate priority in time as at 328 (that is 

1 Cf. Augustine (de pecc. mer. ii. 31), who notes that when you 
compare Jn. 114 with Ps. 8510, you have to substitute gratia for 
,nisericordia. 

2 See further, for the variants, Abbott, Diat. 2507a. 
a See Introd., p. ci. 
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µ.ov ~v. 16. 6TL £K TOV 7rA'YJp6Jp.aTO<;; a&ov T}/J.EL'> '1f'<J,VT£<;; l>..a(3oµ£v, 

brought out in the next clause), but in dignity, as at Gen. 4820, 

where it is said that Jacob made Ephraim lp.7rpoa-f)Ev Tov 
Mava<T<nJ. '' He that comes after me has come-to-be before 
me" (cf. 625 for a like use of ylyov£). 

/.In 7rpwTo, ,-..ou ~v. This is a J ohannine addition to the 
Synoptic proclamation of the Baptist. It has been rendered 
in two different ways. (a) To render 7rpwTo, µ.ou as " my 
Chief," "my Superior," is defensible, and Abbott (Diat. 2665) 
cites some authorities for a similar use of 7rpwTo,. But " He 
was my Chief" would be a tame addition to the great saying, 
" He that cometh after me is preferred before me." (b) The 
usual interpretation treats 7rpwTo, as equivalent to 7rpor£po,, 
"He was before me," sc. in His pre-Incarnate life, although He 
was born into the world six months after the Baptist. The 
verb ~v favours this (cf. 858 and vv. 1, 2, 4, 10 above). 7rpwTo, 
µ.ou, then, is parallel to 7rpwTov ilp.wv at 1518, in both cases 7rpwro, 
meaning anterior. This use of a superlative for a comparative 
may be supported by classical examples, e.g. Xenophon, 
Mem. I. iL 46 8nvoraTo, <TavTov Tavra ~<T0a, and we may 
compare Justin, Apo!. i. 12, where o~ (3a<TiAiK6JTaTov KaL 
8iKai6rarov • • • oll8lva oi8aµ£v means '' than whom we know 
no one more regal and just." On this rendering of 7rpwTO, 
"because He was before me," Jn. ascribes to the Baptist a 
knowledge of Christ's Pre-existence, which it is improbable 
that he had realised. But it is quite in the manner of Jn. to 
attribute to the Baptist that fuller understanding of Christ's 
Person which was not appreciated even by the apostles until 
after His Resurrection (see on v. 29). 

Explanation of v. 14: Christ the Giver qf grace (vv. 16, 17) 

16. /.In . . . /.In introduces vv. 16, 17, v. 16 being ex-
planatory of v. 14, and v. 17 elucidating v. 16 further. /.In is 
here read by ~BC*DL 33, and must be preferred to the rec. 
Ka{ (A W@),which is probably due to scribes not understanding 
that v. 15 is a parenthesis. 

1lTL iK Tou 7r}.71pwfl-a.To, a.ihou KT>... The Incarnate Word is 
indeed " full " of grace and truth, for (6n) out of His " ful
ness " we have all received. Stephen is described (Acts 68) as 
11'A~P'Y/• xapiTo, as well as his Master, although in a lesser 
degree; but he was only one of many disciples of whom this 
might be said. 

~,-..li:s 'll'«vTe, i>..u(3o,-..Ev, " we, all of us," .;,,u'i, being pre
fixed for emphasis, i.e. all Christian disciples. The subject of 
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Kat x&pw dYTt xa.ptTO<;" 1 7. 6TL b v6µ,os 8u1. Mwiicrlw, l860TJ, ~ xapt<; 
Kai ~ dA~0na Sia 'IYJ<TDV Xpt<TTOV lyivETO. 

l>..&/30µ,Ev is wider than that of Wmcra.p,E0a in v. 14, where the 
thought is of contemporary witnesses of the public ministry of 
Jesus. It is, however, not only they who receive of His fulness, 
but every true believer. 

1r>..~pwµ,a 1 does not occur again in Jn., but is used in the 
same way of the" fulness "of Christ at Eph. 413, Col. 1 19• The 
thought of Eph. 1 23 that the Church is His 1rA~pwµ,a is a different 
one; cf. also Rom. 1529• Seep. cxxxvii. 

KaL xapw O.VTL xapLTOC,. dvT{ does not appear again in 
Jn.; it is a preposition which was going out of use in the first 
century. 

Chrysostom understands the sentence to mean that Chris
tians have received the higher xapi,; of Christ z"n exchange for 
the xJ.pi<; of the law, "for even the things of the law were of 
grace." If this were the meaning intended, viz. that the lesser 
favour were replaced by the greater, there is a parallel to the 
thought in Philo, who says that God always limits His first 
favours (Ta., 1rpifJm, xapiTa,), and then bestows others in their 
stead (&Et via, &.vTL 1raAawTlpwv, de post. Caz"nz", 43). But the 
point of v. 17 is that xapi, did not come through the Mosaic 
law, the word being explicitly confined to the grace of Christ 
(see on v. 14). 

A better suggestion is that of J. A. Robinson, 2 viz. that &.vT{ 
implies correspondence rather than substz"tution here, and that 
the idea is that the xapi, which the Christian receives corre
sponds to the source of the xapi, in Christ.3 

17. The paratactic construction (see p. lxxix) is unmis
takable; we should expect b vop,o<; JJ,EY • • • ~ xapt<; 8£ Kat ~. 
&.>..~0Eta KTA. 

In v. 16 the evangelist exults in the "grace for grace," 
z".e. the grace after grace, which all believers have received in 
Christ. This is, indeed, in marked contrast with the spiritual 
condition of those who were "under the law," as Paul would 
have expressed it, for it is pre-eminently through Christ that 
" grace " comes into play. xapi, is never spoken of in the 
LXX as a privilege of the Jew, and the contrast between law 
and grace is a master-thought of Paul (Rom. 416 614• 15, Gal. s4). 

1 For 1r'A~pwµa., see Lightfoot, Colossians, p. 255 f., and J. A. 
Robinson, Ephesians, p. 255 f. 

• Ephesians, p. 223. 
a The LXX of Zech. 47 has the difficult phrase · 1<J'6T7JTa. xrip,ros 

x,tip17a. a.vrijs, but the resemblance to xtipiv aVTI xrip1ros here seems to be 
only verbal. 
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Here it is explicit; it had become a Christian commonplace by 
the time that the Prologue came to be written, but Jn. never 
returns to it in the body of his Gospel. 

The contrast is between v61w, and xapi,, as in Paul, but 
Kal ~ a>...~0£La was added by Jn. after xJpi,, the two having 
been combined in v. 14. The thought of the freedom which 
truth brings appears again at 832, and a>...~0£La is very apposite 
here. Its addition to xapi, is Jn.'s contribution to Paul's 
contrast of law and grace. It is not that the Mosaic law was 
not true, as far as it went; but that the truth of Christ emanci
pates the believer from the bondage of the law. 

That the law was given through Moses is repeated 719 

(cf. 632); but the grace and the truth (~ &.\~0eia; cf. 146) came 
through Jesus Christ. Moses was only the mediator through 
whom God gave the law; but Christ is Himself the source of 
grace and truth. 

The full historical name " Jesus Christ " appears here for 
the first time in Jn. It was not used by the contemporaries of 
Jesus in His public ministry, and is only found in the Synoptists 
Mk 11, Mt. 1 1 . ItappearsagainJn. 173, and also I Jn. 1 3 2 1 323 42 

520• In the Acts it occurs 2 38 36 410 rn36 1618, five times in the 
Apocalypse, and often in Paul (see Introd., p. cxxxvi). 

The Logos Hymn concluded: The Logos the Revealer of 
God (v. 18) 

18. 8eov o~Sels ewpaKEV irc.'.nroTE. That God is invisible to the 
bodily eye was a fundamental principle of Judaism (Ex. 3320, 

Deut. 412). The Son of Sirach asks, T{, i6paKEV avrov KQ! 
lKilt'Y}y~rremi; (Ecclus. 4331), to which Jn. supplies the answer 
here (cf. lt'Y]y~rraTo at the end of the verse). Philo, as a good 
Jew, has the same doctrine. God is aoparo, (de post. Caini, 5), 
even though Moses in a sense may be called 0e61rr'1J, (de mut. 
nom. 2), and the name "Israel" means uir uidens deum (see 
on 151 below).1 a6paro, is applied to God in like manner, Col. 
115, I Tim. 117_2 

The doctrine that God is invisible is not, indeed, peculiar to 
Hebrew thought; cf. the verse from the Orphic literature 
quoted by Clement Alex. (Strom. v. 12) : 

oV8i TtS airrOv 
eicropa'f 0v'Y}TWI', aura, 8i ye ,ravm, opurat. 

1 See Drummcnd's Philo judwus, ii. 9, 206. 
2 See lntrod., p. cxxxviii. 
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1.wvoyev~,, ®e6,, b tiv d, Tov K<JA1l"OV TOV II.iTpo,, 

But we incline to a Hebrew origin for the Prologue, rather than 
a Greek. 

Jn. is specially insistent on the doctrine that God is invisible. 
Cf. 537, OVTE doo, avTOV iwpa.KaTE, and (a passage closely parallel 
to 118) 646, ovx 6TL TOV 1l"aT£pa E6'paK£V n,, £i µ:Y, /:, tiv 1l"apa TOV 0wv, 
O~TO, iwpaKEV TOV 7raTtpa. See note on 147, and cf. I Jn. 412• 20• 

In the Greek Bible .,,..w.,,..oTE always occurs with a negative. 
Jn. has it again 537 635 833, 1 Jn. 412 ; cf. also Lk. 1930• 

µovoyevt)s 8e6c;. This is the reading of ~BC*L 33 (the best 
of the cursives), Peshitta, Clem. Alex., Origen, Epiphanius, etc., 
while the rec. b µovoyev:Y,, vi6, is found in all other uncials 
(D is lacking from v. 16 to 326) and cursives, the Latin vss. 
and Syr. cur. (Syr. sin. is lacking here) Chrysostom and the 
Latin Fathers generally. An exhaustive examination of the 
textual evidence was made by Hort,1 and his conclusion that 
the true reading is µovoyeJ/o/J<; 0e6c; has been generally accepted. 
There can be no doubt that the evidence of MSS., versions, 
and Fathers is overwhelmingly on this side. 

µovoyev~<; occurs again in Jn. only at 114 316• 18, 1 Jn. 49, 

and in the last three instances in connexion with vi6c;, so that 
the tendency of scribes would be to replace the more difficult 
0e6, here by the more familiar vi6c;, as they have done; while 
there would be no temptation to replace vi6, by 0e6,. µovoyev:;,, 
0e6, 2 was an expression adopted by Arius and Eunomius as 
freely as by the orthodox Catholics, so that its occurrence in 
a Gospel text would hardly have been used for polemical 
purposes by either party. It is an expression unfamiliar to 
the modern ear, and is therefore hard of acceptance by any to 
whom the cadence " only begotten Son " seems inevitable. 
However, it is probable-although the patristic testimony does 
not altogether favour this view-that µovoyev~, is not to be 
taken as an adjective qualifying 0e6,, but that µovoyev~c;, 8e6c;, 
o l:iv etc; Tov KO>..'ll'ov Tou 'll'<1Tp6s are three distinct designations of 
Him who is the Exegete or Interpreter of the Father (cf. 
Abbott, Diat. 1938). 

That the Word is 0e6c; (not b 0e6,) has already been stated 
without qualification in v. 1. In v. 14 His glory is said to be 
like the glory which a µovoyev~, receives from his father, which 
prepares the way for giving Him the title of µovoyev~.. This 
title suggests that relation of Christ to God, as the Son to the 

1 Two Dissertations (1876), the most valuable of commentaries on 
Jn. 1 18• 

2 µ,a,wrylv<ta 0«i. is cited by Harris from the Orphic literature as a 
title of Persephone (Bulletin of John Rylands Library, July, 1922). 
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Father, which has not yet been mentioned, but which is pro
minent in the Fourth Gospel. And, finally (as is also suggested 
by µ,ovoy•v~,, see on v. 14 above), this relation is one of eternal 
love. The Word may be described as o &v .ls Tov KDA1Tov Tov 
1TaTpO,, 

We translate, therefore: 

'' God hath no man seen at any time: 
The Only-Begotten, who is God, who dwells m the 

Father's bosom, 
This is He who revealed God." 

8eov o&8els KT>... Jn. generally begins such a sentence with 
ovo,{s, but here 0e61, is put first for special emphasis; cf. 332 

1328 1513 1622, where similarly ovods is not put in the forefront. 
d> TOv Ko>..1rov. " The wife of one's bosom " is a phrase, 

used in many languages, for "beloved wife." Cf. Num. 1112, 

Deut. 136• The metaphor is even applied to friendship between 
man and man; e.g. Cicero (ad Fam. Ep. xiv. 4. 3), "Cicero 
meus quid aget? iste uero sit in sinu semper et complexu meo," 
and Plutarch, Cato minor, 33 fin., "I'af3lvwv A?;,\ov, £K Twv 
ITo,-,n,tov KOA1TWV av0pw1TOV. 

Hence o &v els Tov Ko.\1rov Tov 1TaTpos expresses the intimate 
relationship oflove between the Son and the Father; the Word 
shares in the secrets of Deity. c:\v stands for eternal being 
(cf. 858 and Rev. 14); it is the relation between Son and Father 
prior to the Incarnation, that is in the writer's thought. 

els Tov Ko.\1rov, without a verb of motion, occurs elsewhere 
neither in the Greek Bible nor in Greek literature generally 
(Abbott, Diat. 2712), the more usual constr. being lv T<p KOA7r<[' 
(as at 1323, which does not, however, help us). It is possible 
that eis is used here in the same sense as lv (cf. 1913), as it often 
is in Mk.; 1 on the other hand, ?:iv £is Tov Ko.\1rov Tov 1TaTpo, 
recalls O Myos ~v 1rpos TOV 0eov (v. 1), where 1rpos may carry a 
sense of direc#on (see note z·n loc.). 

Ignatius has a phrase which may be reminiscent of v. 18, 
viz. 'I11crovv XptCTTOV TOV &.cf,' lvo, 7raTpo, 1rpo,.\06vrn Kat eis iva 6vrn 
Kat xwp~cravrn (Magn. 7); see on 133• 

For o tiv ,is Tov KoA1Tov Tov 1T<frpo,, Harris 2 appositely quotes 
Spenser's Hymn to Heavenly Beauty: 

" There in His bosome Sapience doth sit, 
the soueraine dearling of the Deitie," 

where Spenser seemingly identifies the crocf,{" of the Sapiential 
Books of the 0.T. with the .\o-yos of the N.T. 

1 See Turner, J.T.S., Oct. 1924, p. 14. 
• Bulletin of John Rylands Library, July 1922. 
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eKewo<; l~YJy~aaTo For eKetvo<;, see on v. 8; here it is very 
emphatic: "It is He who interpreted (the Father)." The 
ohject of eb,y~uaTo is not stated, but it is not doubtful. It was 
God as Father that He who was '' in the bosom of the Father " 
revealed to men. The aorist indicates a particular period in 
time, z'.e. that of the life of Christ on earth. 

i~71ye'iu0ai is used elsewhere in the N.T. by Lk. alone (Lk. 
2435, Acts 108 1512• 14 2119), and in the sense of "to rehearse," 
for the benefit of others, words or incidents of sacred signifi
cance. It is the verb technicallv used in Greek literature of 
a declaration or exposition of Divine mysteries (see Wetstein 
for many examples). Thus, in Job 2827 it is said that God 
" declared" (J~71y~uaTO) wisdom, which was otherwise hidden 
from man; and the official interpreters of dreams in Gen. 
418• 

24 are called l~71y71ra£. 
Here we have the climax of the Prologue. The significance 

of the doctrine of the Logos is expressed in two words, £Ke'ivo<; 
Jt71y~uaTo, "It is He who interpreted the Father." Inv. 17 
it has been affirmed that '' the truth came through Jesus 
Christ," and the highest form of truth is the knowledge of God. 
This He declared with a precision which could only be ex
hibited by One whose dwelling was '' in the bosom of the 
Father." "What He hath seen and heard, of that He beareth 
witness " (332). Cf. Mt. n 29, Lk. 1022• 

The last words of the Prologue (v. 18) set out briefly the 
theme of the Gospel which is to follow. It is the lNy71u,., or 
Exhibition to the world of God in Christ.1 

PART I. (I. 19-IV. 54 and VI.). 

The Baptist's witness as to the Comz'ng One (I. 19-28) 

19. This is the beginning of the Gospel, as distinct from 
the Prologue, and it opens, as Mk. does, with the witness of 
John the Baptist, differing, however, from Mk. in that the 
Baptism of Jesus is already over, reference being made to it 
at vv. 32, 33. 

The indications of time in cc. 1, 2 are remarkable and 
precise. If the incident described vv. 19-28 is dated Day i., 
then Day ii. (i1Tavpwv) is taken up with vv. 29-34. Again, 

1 See Introd., p. cxlv. 
VOL. I.-3 
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19. Kat aVT'rJ lCTTLV ~ µ,aprvp{a TOV 'Iw&vov, 6T£ ,brlCTT£tAaJ1 7rpo,; 
atirov oi 'Iovilafoi lt 'IEpoCToAvµ,wv iEpe'i:, KaL Awefra, iva lpwr~CTWCTLV 

Day iii. extends from v. 35 (lm1.vpwv) to v. 39. Then, if 
we read 7rpwt for 7rpwrov (see note in foe.) at v. 41, the incident 
of vv. 40-42 belongs to Day iv. Day v. extends from v. 43 
(bravpwv) to the end of the chapter. Nothing is told of 
Day vi., but Day vii. (rfi ~µ.lp<[- rfi -rp{rr,) is the day of the 
Marriage at Cana (see further on 2 1). That is, the Gospel 
opens with the detailed report of a momentous week. 

Kal au-rr, i!CTTlv K-r>... "Now the witness of John is this ... ," 
aVT'rJ being the predicate of identification, and Ka{ referring 
back to v. 7 or v. 15, where John's witness has been mentioned. 
We have now a threefold testimony of John, given on three 
consecutive days (vv. 19, 29, 35), the first being the announce
ment of the Coming One, the second the designatz'on of Jesus as 
He who was to come, and the third having as its consequence 
the following of Jesus by two of John's disciples. The par
ticularity of detail points to the story coming ultimately from 
an eye-witness, probably from John the son of Zebedee, whose 
reminiscences lie behind the Fourth Gospel (see on vv. 35, 40). 
For the idea of µ,aprvp{a in Jn., cf. Introd., p. xci, and see on 
v. 7. 

che cbrlCTTEL>..av 11'po<; aG-rov oi 'lou8a'ioL KT>... So BC* 33, but 
~C3LD-W om. 7rpo,; atirov. A@ jam. 13 add 1rp. ati-rov after 
Awefra,;. 

John the Baptist was now carrying on his ministry, and 
his work had aroused intense interest (Lk. 315). It was natural 
that the Sanhedrim (see on 732) should send representatives to 
inquire into his purpose and personal claims. John the Baptist's 
father being a priest, his activities would be of special interest 
to the whole priestly order. Accordingly the authorities at 
Jerusalem sent "priests and Levites," a combination that does 
not occur again in the N.T. Levites are mentioned elsewhere 
only at Lk. 1032, Acts 486 ; and Jn. does not employ the term 
iepw,; again, although he often has apxtepev,;. 

oi 'lou8aioL. The use of this term in Jn. is remarkable. 
Except in the phrase, "the King of the Jews," the Synoptists 
only use the word 'Iovila'i:o,; five times (Mt. 2815, Mk. 15 73, 
Lk. 78 23"1), while it occurs more than 70 times in Jn. When 
Jn. refers to the social or reiigious customs of " the Jews " 
(e.g. 26• 13 49 51 64 i 1155 1940• 42), he does not exclude Galiheans, 
who were at one in religion and habits of life with the inhabitants 
of Judrea. But he generally means by "the Jews," the people 
of J udrea and particularly of Jerusalem, the scene of so large· a 
part of his narrative. The Fourth Gospel is pre-eminently the 
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story of the rejection of Jesus by these "Jews," who were 
deeply imbued with national sentiment, intensely conservative 
in religious matters, bigoted and intolerant in their pride of 
race (cf. 510). Their popular leaders were the Pharisees, and 
we find from v. 24 that the commission of inquiry about John 
the Baptist's doings had been sent by them. Inv. 19 oi 'Iovoai'o, 
are not to be distinguished from o1 <l>apt<ra'i:oi of v. 24. It is the 
"Jews" and the" Pharisees" who are represented throughout 
the Fourth Gospel as especially the opponents of Jesus and His 
claims. 

In one passage (641 • 52), indeed, objectors who appear from 
the context to have been Galilreans are explicitly called '' the 
Jews," perhaps because they represented the Jewish party of 
hostility; but see note in loc. In the present verse, there is no 
doubt that oi 'Iovoai'oi are the leaders of religious thought in 
Jerusalem. 

t~ 'lepoCTo>..tlfJ,wv. The Hebrew cSttili' is transliterated 
'Iepov<raA~p, in the LXX, whence we have" Jerusalem." This 
primitive form of the name is not found in Mt. (except 2337), 

Mk., or Jn., while it is nearly always used by Lk., and always in 
the Apocalypse (312 212• 10, of the New Jerusalem). 

The Hellenised form 'Iepo<roAvp,a came into vogue about 
100 B.c., and is the form usually employed in the Books of the 
Maccabees (cf. 2 Mace. 39) and in Josephus. It is generally 
treated as a neuter plural, but in Mt. 2~ and Toh. 144 it appears 
as a feminine singular, perhaps being taken to represent "the 
sacred Solyma." 1 This is the form ('Iepo<roAvp,a, as a neuter 
plural) which is always used in Jn., as well as in Mt. and Mk. 
See further on 2 23• 

lva. tpwTIJCTWCTW a.~Tov, " that they should interrogate him." 
They asked him, Iu T(,; e!; " Who are you ? " not meaning 
thereby to ask him his name or parentage, for that his father 
was Zacharias the priest must have been well known to the 
authorities. But they meant to ask him who he claimed to be, 
and he understood their meaning, for he disclaimed at once any 
pretence of being the Christ. 2 

For the answer given by Jesus to the same question, };1 Tlr; 

e!; see 825 • 

1 Westcott-Hort do not adopt the rough breathing, "as due to 
a false association with !,pos" ; but see Moulton-Milligan, s.v. 
'I,po<Tb"/\vµa. 

2 For the vagueness, and also the prevalence, of the expectation 
in the first century that a divinely appointed leader, popularly called 
Messiah, should appear, see G. F. Moore in The Beginnings of Chl'isti
anity, i. 356. 
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)''f/<TEV on 'Eyw OVK Eip.l b Xpl<TTO<;. 
T{ oiv; 'H,\£,a<; £l; Kal .\ey£t OvK elp.{. 

21. Kal ~pwr71<rav avrov 
'o 1rpocf,~T7J<; £l <TV ; Kal 

The pronoun <rv is used with extraordinary frequency in 
Jn., his tendency being to lay stress on personality (cf. Abbott, 
Diat. 1726, 2402). 

20. K«l i:..,,_oMytjuEv K«l ollK ~pv~u«To K«l i:..,,_oMytjuev, a good 
example of par at axis, or the habit of using co-ordinate sentences 
conjoined by Ka{, which is so marked a feature of Jn.'s style. 
See above on v. 10. 

The alternation of affirmative and negative statements, so as 
to make explicit what is meant, is also thoroughly J ohannine; 
cf. 1 Jn. 15 24• 27• See above on v. 3. 

With "confessed and denied not," cf. Josephus, Antt. VI. 
vii. 4, :::SaovAo<; 0€ 6.01KflV ,;,µoAoyei Kal Tl]V aµaprfo,, o,',K ~pV£1,TO. 

Jn. has bµo.\oy,,:v again 922 1242, 1 Jn. 19 223 42• 15• 

John the Baptist is bold and direct in his reply to them, 
saying eyw ot'IK d,,_l b XpLITTO<;, •yw being emphatic, " I am not 
the Christ," the form of his answer suggesting that they might 
have to reckon with the Christ, nevertheless. Lk. (315) tells 
in like manner of John's disclaimer, which is mentioned again 
328 below (cf. also Acts 1325). 

lyw OVK Eip.{. So ~ ABC*L W 33 ; rec. has OVK elp.l lyw 
(C3®). In c. 1, the Baptist's use of lyw is a feature of the 
narrative (vv. 23, 26, 27, 30, 31, 33), his distinctive ministry 
being thus brought into clear vie1W. 

Jn. dwells with special emphasis on the acceptance by John 
the Baptist of a ministry quite subordinate to that of Jesus 
(cf. 32s-3o 533'· 1041). Disciples of the Baptist had been found 
by Paul at Ephesus (Acts 191•7); and there is some evidence that 
by the end of the first century a Baptist community was pro
minent there, whose members offered allegiance to their founder 
rather than to Christ. As late as the middle of the third 
century, the Clementine Recognitions mention such a sect 
explicitly: " ex discipulis J ohannis qui . . . magistrum suum 
ueluti Christum praedicarunt" (i. § 54 and§ 60).1 The neces
sity of refuting such claims made for the Baptist in Ephesus 
and its neighbourhood sufficiently explains the importance 
which the Fourth Gospel attaches to John the Baptist's con
fession, " I am not the Christ.'' 

21. K«l ~pWTtJu«v ullTov, T( oov; The argumentative rt oiv; 
quz"d ergo? appears in Rom. 615 II7• 

The variants are puzzling. B has <rv oiv r{; which can 
hardly be right; ~L om. <rv; C* 33 insert <rv before 'H,\£~a<;; 
while AC3I'A® with the Latin vss. have 'H.\da~ £l <rv. Perhaps 

1 Cf. Lightfoot, Colossians, p. 401 f. 
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&:rreKp{(Jq Ov. 2 2. El,rav olv al,-r.;; T[, el; lva &1r0Kpunv 8wµ.ev TOtS 

<Tv has been interpolated from the next clause ; it is not 
necessary for the sense. We omit it, with Tischendorf, 
accordingly. 

'H>..efo.s et; There was a general belief that Elijah would 
return to earth to prepare the way of the Messiah. This was 
founded on Mal. 45• In Mk. 911 it is mentioned, as commonly 
recognised, that " Elijah must first come " (cf. Mk. 615 828 

and parallels). His mission was to be the establishment of 
order (Mk. 912), as is also explained in the Mishna. 1 Justin 
quotes (Tryph. 8) Jewish doctrine to the effect that M;essiah 
was to be hidden until pointed out and anointed by Elijah. 

In a sense, John the Baptist was the Elijah of Jewish ex
pectation, and so Jesus declared (Mt. 11 14 ; cf. Lk. 1 17), but in 
the sense in which the Jewish emissaries put the question, "Art 
thou Elijah?" the true answer was No; for, while the Baptist 
fulfilled the preliminary ministry of which Malachi had spoken, 
he was not Elijah returned to earth in bodily form. 2 

~ 1rpocl>~TTJS et uu ; This was another alternative. The Jews 
held that not only Elijah, but others of the great prophets, 
would return before Messiah's appearance. Cf. 2 Esd. 2 17, 

"For thy help will I send my servants Isaiah and Jeremiah," 
a passage which may be pre-Christian. One of the rumours 
about Jesus during His Galil::ean ministry was that He was 
" Jeremiah or one of the prophets " (Mt. 1614 ; cf. Mk. 828). 

See 917 below. But more specific thap. this expectation of the 
return of one of the older prophets was the expectation of one 
who was pre-eminently "the prophet," whose coming was 
looked for on the ground of Deut. 1815• This idea is not in the 
Synoptists, but appears three times in Jn. (1 21 614 740). Chris
tian exegesis from the beginning (Acts 322 737) found the fulfil
ment of Deut. 1815 in the Christ; but pre-Christian, i.e. Jewish, 
comment distinguished " the prophet like unto Moses " from 
the Messiah, as is clear from the present passage and from 
?4°; see on 631• To the question, " Art thou the prophet ? " 
the only answer was No, for the Jews were mistaken in dis
tinguishing o ,rporf,~T'YJS o epxoµ.evo, from the Christ, whose herald 
John was. 

22. etm:w o~v K-r>..., "And so they said to him, Who are 
you? " olv is a favourite connecting particle in the Fourth 
Gospel, seldom expressing logical sequence, but generally 
historical transition only (as in Homer). It occurs 195 times, 

1 Edujoth, viii. 7, quoted by Schurer, Hist. of Jewish People, n. ii. 
156. 

• Cf. Headlam, Life and Teaching of Jesus Christ, p. 166. 
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YTJ<TEV on 'Eyw OVK Elp,t o Xpt<TTO<;. 
T{ otv; 'H,\E{a<; Et; Kal ,\iyEt OvK Eip,{. 

21. Ka, ~PWTTJ<Tav avTOV 
·o 1rpocj,~Tl}', E! <TV ; Kal 

The pronoun crv is used with extraordinary frequency in 
Jn., his tendency being to lay stress on personality (cf. Abbott, 
Diat. 1726, 2402). 

20. Kal wµ.oMyqa-EV KltL OUK ~pv~uaTO Ketl wµ.oMyt)<TEV, a good 
example of parataxis, or the habit of using co-ordinate sentences 
conjoined by Ka{, which is so marked a feature of Jn.'s style. 
See above on v. 10. 

The alternation of affirmative and negative statements, so as 
to make explicit what is meant, is also thoroughly Johannine; 
cf. 1 Jn. 15 24• 27 . See above on v. 3. 

With "confessed and denied not," cf. Josephus, Antt. VI. 

vii. 4, :::SaovAO<; 0€ a.OtKElV wp,o,\6y« Ka< T~V aµ.apTLal' ot,K ~PVELTO. 
Jn. has op,oAoy,'iv again 922 1242, l Jn. 19 223 42• 15, 
John the Baptist is bold and direct in his reply to them, 

saying eyw ouK dp.l b XpLa-T6s, iyw being emphatic, "I am not 
the Christ," the form of his answer suggesting that they might 
have to reckon with the Christ, nevertheless. Lk. (315) tells 
in like manner of John's disclaimer, which is mentioned again 
328 below (cf. also Acts 1325). 

eyw OVK Eip,{. So ~ ABC*L W 33 ; rec. has OVK Eip,l lyw 
(C3®). In c. 1, the Baptist's use of lyw is a feature of the 
narrative (vv. 23, 26, 2 7, 30, 31, 33), his distinctive ministry 
being thus brought into clear view. 

Jn. dwells with special emphasis on the acceptance by John 
the Baptist of a ministry quite subordinate to that of Jesus 
(cf. 328-30 533f, 1041). Disciples of the Baptist had been found 
by Paul at Ephesus (Acts 191-7); and there is some evidence that 
by the end of the first century a Baptist community was pro
minent there, whose members offered allegiance to their founder 
rather than to Christ. As late as the middle of the third 
century, the Clementine Recognitions mention such a sect 
explicitly: "ex discipulis Johannis qui ... magistrum suum 
ueluti Christum praedicarunt" (i. § 54 and§ 60).1 The neces
sity of refuting such claims made for the Baptist in Ephesus 
and its neighbourhood sufficiently explains the importance 
which the Fourth Gospel attaches to John the Baptist's con
fession, " I am not the Christ." 

21. Kal ~pWTtJ<TCtv auT6v, Tl oov; The argumentative TL oiv; 
quid ergo? appears in Rom. 615 u 7. 

The variants are puzzling. B has crv otv T{; which can 
hardly be right; ~L om. crv; C* 33 insert crv before 'HAE(a,; 
while AC31'.:l® with the Latin vss. have 'H,\,{a<; ,t crv. Perhaps 

1 Cf. Lightfoot, Colossians, p. 401 f. 
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<Tv has been interpolated from the next clause ; it is not 
necessary for the sense. We omit it, with Tischendorf, 
accordingly. 

'H>-el«s et; There was a general belief that Elijah would 
return to earth to prepare the way of the Messiah. This was 
founded on Mal. 45• In Mk. 911 it is mentioned, as commonly 
recognised, th::it " Elijah must first come" (cf. Mk. 615 828 

and parallels). His mission was to be the establishment of 
order (Mk. 912), as is also explained in the Mishna. 1 Justin 
quotes (Tryph. 8) Jewish doctrine to the effect that :M;essiah 
was to be hidden until pointed out and anointed by Elijah. 

In a sense, John the Baptist was the Elijah of Jewish ex
pectation, and so Jesus declared (Mt. u 14 ; cf. Lk. 1 17), but in 
the sense in which the Jewish emissaries put the question, " Art 
thou Elijah?" the true answer was No; for, while the Baptist 
fulfilled the preliminary ministry of which Malachi had spoken, 
he was not Elijah returned to earth in bodily form.2 

b irpocl>~T1JS et uu ; This was another alternative. The Jews 
held that not only Elijah, but others of the great prophets, 
would return before Messiah's appearance. Cf. 2 Esd. 2 17, 

"For thy help will I send my servants Isaiah and Jeremiah," 
a passage which may be pre-Christian. One of the rumours 
about Jesus during His Galilrean ministry was that He was 
"Jeremiah or one of the prophets" (Mt. 1614 ; cf. Mk. 828). 

See 917 below. But more specific thap. this expectation of the 
return of one of the older prophets was the expectation of one 
who was pre-eminently "the prophet," whose coming was 
looked for on the ground of Deut. 1815• This idea is not in the 
Synoptists, but appears three times in Jn. (1 21 614 ?4°). Chris
tian exegesis from the beginning (Acts 322 737) found the fulfil
ment of Deut. 1815 in the Christ; but pre-Christian, z·.e. Jewish, 
comment distinguished " the prophet like unto Moses " from 
the Messiah, as is clear from the present passage and from 
740 ; see on 631• To the question, "Art thou the prophet?" 
the only answer was No, for the Jews were mistaken in dis
tinguishing o 7rpocf,~rrr, b epx6µ£Vo, from the Christ, whose herald 
John was. 

22. etir«v o~v KTX., "And so they said to him, Who are 
you? " oiv is a favourite connecting particle in the Fourth 
Gospel, seldom expressing logical sequence, but generally 
historical transition only (as in Homer). It occurs 195 times, 

1 Edujoth, viii. 7, quoted by Schurer, Hist. of Jewish People, n. ii. 
156. 

1 Cf. Headlam, Life and Teaching of Jesus Christ, p. 166. 
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7r/µ,if,auiv .;,µ.as· TL >..iyEL, 7rEpl (1'£aVTOV; 2 3· €<p'YJ, 'Eyw cj,wvri ~OWVTOS 

<V Tfi ip~fJ,<t' E08ovaTE TTJV oSov Kuplou, Ka0w, £!7f'£V 'Huata, o 
7rpocpfrr'YJ•· 24. Kai a.7r£UTa>..µ,lvoi ~uav <K TWV <'Papiua{wv. 25. Kat 
'Y}ptilr17uav aVTDv Kal ET1t'av aVT~ T{ otv /3a1rT{(£tr; £l uV oVK El 0 

and is used as £v0vs is used in Mk.1 In a few passages Jn. 
places it in the mouth of Jesus, indicating logical consequence, 
e.g. 662 1250 1314 1622• It does not occur in I Jn. at all. 

Iva d:rr6Kptcnv KTA. The constr. is elliptical, as at 936, where 
see note. &.1r0Kptuis occurs again 199• 

23. lcj,ri, 'Eyw cj,w~ KTA, The Synoptists (Mk. 1 3, Mt. 33, 
Lk. J4) apply the words of Isa. 403 to the Baptist and his 
mission; but Jn. represents him as applying the text to him
self 2 when answering the interrogation of the Jews. The source 
of the citation, viz. the prophecy of Isaiah, is explicitly given 
in all four Gospels. 

The Synoptists quote from the LXX, but Jn. seems to 
reproduce a citation made memorz'ter from the Hebrew. In
stead of frotµ,o.uaT£ T~V o8ov Kvpfov, he has £v0vvan, from the 
second clause of Isa. 403, where the LXX has £v0da, 7rot£tT£. 3 

Theologians, both Eastern and Western, have noted the 
contrast between cf,wv~ and >..6yo,. John " was the Voice, but 
not the Word" (Ephraim, Epiphany Hymns, i. 9). So also 
Augustine (serm. 293. 3): " Johannes uox ad tempus, Christus 
uerbum in principio aeternum." Cf. Origen, Comm. (ed. 
Brooke, II. 233). 

24. The rec. text (so NW®) inserts oi before chrEOTMJJ,lvot, 
z'.e. "And certain had been sent from among the Pharisees," 
as distinct from the questioners of v. 19. But oi is omitted 
by ~*A*BC*L; and we must render "And they," z'.e. the 
priests and Levites ofv. 19, "had been sent from the Pharisees." 
And, in fact, v. 25 shows that the argument is carried on from 
v. 21. 

The Pharisees (mentioned again 41 74!, g1s 913 II46 1219, 42) 

were the true representatives of the old Jewish spirit (see on 
v. 19). Strictly conservative, they were intolerant of all 
innovation, whether of doctrine or ritual, and the baptizing 
ministry of John aroused their suspicions. See on 732• 

25. Tt o~v ~<l.ll'TLtELS; Hitherto, no hint has been given that 

1 Cf. Burkitt, Evangelion da-Mepharreshe, ii. 89, and Abbott, Diat. 
1883, 2640. Jn.'s usage of ovv corresponds somewhat to the Hebrew 
" wiiw consecutive." 

2 Justin reproduces (Tryph. 88) this peculiar feature of the Fourth 
Gospel, and represents the Baptist as saying o6K <lµ,, o Xp,~T6s, a\M 
tpWP1/ {JoWPTOS (VV. 20, 23), 

8 See Lightfoot, Biblical Essays, p. i39, and Burney, Ara~aic 
01'it;in, etc., p. rr4. 
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Xpun-o<; Ol~OE 'HA£{ai; oulle O '1T'pocf,~T'r/S; 26. &:1r£Kp{011 a~TOt<; 0 
'Iwifv11s >..tywv 'Eyw /3a'1T'T{(w (V voan • JJ,ECTO<; vp,wv CTT~K£L 8v VJJ,£t<; 

the ministry of John the herald was one of baptism. It is 
assumed that all readers of the Gospel will know that. The 
question, " Why are you baptizing ? " is put to him by the 
Pharisees of the deputation from Jerusalem, who were the 
conservative guardians of orthodox practice. 

The baptism of proselytes from heathenism was a recognised, 
if not a universal, practice in Jewry at this time. But why 
should Jews be baptized? And what authority had John to 
exercise this ministry ? Baptism, that is a symbolic rite of 
purification, would indeed be a token of the approach· of the 
Messianic kingdom; '' I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean " (Ezek. 3625) were prophetic words 
(cf. Zech. 131). But John had admitted that he was not 
Messiah; he was not even Elijah or "the prophet" (v. 21). 

His claim to be the Voice in the wilderness of Isa. 403 did not 
satisfy the Pharisees as to his authority for exercising so novel 
and irregular a ministry as that of baptizing Jews seemed to be. 

26. The attitude of the Baptist to Jesus is explained more 
clearly in vv. 25-34 than it is in the Synoptists, whose source of 
knowledge about him was tradition and not personal acquaint
ance. This is what we should expect if the ultimate author of 
the Fourth Gospel were John the son of Zebedee, for he seems 
to have been one of the Baptist's disciples (see on v. 35). Jn. 
does not narrate the Baptism of Jesus directly, but what he 
tells is consistent with the Marean story. 

We have, first, the Proclamation of the Coming One (Mk. 17, 

Mt. 311, Lk. J16), to which reference is made several times in this 
chapter. But when the proclamation was first made, the 
Baptist did not know (except in Mt.'s account; see on v. 31) 
that Jesus was the Predestined One for whose Advent he looked. 
Both in the Synoptists and in Jn. is the contrast drawn out 
between baptism iv voan (which was all that John offered) and 
baptism iv '1T'V£vp,ari a.y{",! (which was to be the work of the 
Christ). When Jesus presented Himself for baptism, the 
Baptist noticed a dove alighting on His head (v. 32); and as 
he looked he became conscious that this was the sign of the 
Spirit, and that Jesus was the expected One who should baptize 
i.v '1T'v£vp,ari &.y{",!. All this is now to be set out in detail. 

cl.,reKpl&i, mhoL<; o 'lwciV'l)s >..lywv. In Jn. we nearly always 
have the constr. d.7T'£Kp{O,,, Kat El'1T'•v (see on v. 50 below), but 
here and at 12 23 d.7T'£Kp. AEywv seems to be the true reading. 

The Baptist had been asked, " Why do you baptize ? " 
What authority have you? (v. 25). He gives no direct answer; 
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but before he speaks of Him whose herald he was, he admits 
that he did baptize, but only "with water." eyw /30.irTltw iv 
oSa.TL iyw is emphatic: '' Yes, I baptize, I administer a sym
bolic rite of purification, of cleansing with water." The words 
are in all the Synoptic accounts of the Proclamation, where the 
contrast with the baptism with the Holy Spirit (v. 33) immedi
ately follows (Mk. 1 8 and parallels). Here, at v. 26, lyw f3arrrf.(w 
iv vBan is only a reiteration of the claim for himself which he 
was accustomed to make as he predicted the Coming of a 
Greater One (see on v. 33). 

p.luoc; up.wv. The rec. text (so N®) inserts 81 after µe<ro,, 
but om. ~BC*L Th. It is not required by the sense. A new 
sentence begins with µi<ro,, in Johannine style without any 
connecting particle. We should have expected iv µ•<rlJ,! vµwv, 
but Jn. never uses this constr.; cf. 1918 µl<rov 8e rov 'l7J<rovv, and 
see on [8 ]3· 9• 

aT~KEL is read by EL Tb, and ~ has E<TT~KEL: the rec. with 
AC~ WN ® gives the more usual t<TT7JKEV. But <TT~KEL, '' standeth 
up " or " standeth fast," is more dramatic, and well attested. 

p.laoc; up.wv aT~Ke,. Apparently Jesus was actually present 
on this occasion, which is subsequent to His Baptism, as appears 
from the fact that the Baptist now knows Him for what He is, 
although the questioners did not : 3v vµe'is ovK oZ8aTE, vµe'i~ 
being emphatic. Perhaps the Baptist's statement that the 
Coming One was even in their midst was treated as of no 
serious importance; there is no record, at any rate, of his being 
further questioned as to what he meant, or to which person of the 
company his words were applicable. 

oi'.8a.TE. e18ivai is a favourite verb with Jn., occurring three 
times as often in the Fourth Gospel as in the Synoptists. It 
is not easy to distinguish it in meaning from yivw<rKeiv (see 
on 148), although Westcott (on Jn. 2 24) has made a subtle ana
lysis of the two verbs. Probably we might say that yivw<rKELv 
generally stands for relative, acquired knowledge, gradually 
perfected, while ei8lva, indicates a complete and absolute 
knowledge of the object. The latter would be the natural verb 
to express Divine knowledge (but cf. 1725), although it would 
include also human certainty (see 29). But it is doubtful if the 
two verbs can be differentiated with any precision.1 Both are 
frequently used in the LXX to render ))1' ; and the following 
list of passages shows that they are ofte~ used in Jn. without 
any perceptible difference of meaning. 

Both verbs are used of Christ's knowledge of the Father; 
1 Cf. R. Law, The Tests of Life (p. 364), for -y,vwr,rnv and ,I/Uva, . . 
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Avuw at'.iTOv 'TOIi lµ.&.v-ra 'TOV wroo~µ.aTO,. 28. Tawa Ell BT)0av{'! 

yiv<iJcrKw at 1015 1726, oioa at 729 855. Both are used of the 
world's knowledge (or ignorance) of God, or of that possessed 
by the Jews : yiv<iJcrKw at 1 10 1723• 25 855 163, 1 Jn. 31 • 6 ; oioa at 
J28 819 1521 • Both are used of man's knowledge of God and 
Christ: yivwCTKW at 147• 9 173, l Jn. 2 4• 13• 14 46• 7• 8 520, and oloa 
at 131• 33 422 147• Both are used of Christ's knowledge of men or 
of ordinary fa,cts, e.g. yiv<iJcrKw at 2 26 56• 42 615 1014• 27, and o!oa 

at 664 837 133. The word used for the Father's knowledge of the 
Son is yiv<iJ<TKw (1015), and not oioa as we should have expected. 
With this array of passages before us, we shall be slow tq accept 
conclusions which are based on any strict distinction in usage 
between the two verbs. 

27. b 01rlaw p.ou •pxop.evos KTX. This clause (see v. 15) is in 
apposition to µ.e<To, ilµ.wv <rT~Kn KTA. of the previous verse. 
Through misunderstanding of this, variants have arisen. The 
rec. with AC3rA prefixes avr6, lunv (as if v. 27 began a new 
sentence), and adds (with ®) S, lµ.1rpou0fr µ.ov yiyovev (from 
v. 15); but neither of these insertions is found in ~BC*LNTbW. 
~*B also omit o before 01r{crw, but ins. AC~3NW®; the omission 
~f the ~rticle is awkward, and is explicable from itacism, 
o ••• 01r. 

For the Synoptic forms of the Baptist's proclamation, see 
Introd., p. c. Mt.'s alteration of "loosen the thong of His 
sandals" to " carry His sandals " (/3aur&.ua, for Avua,) may 
point back to the form in Q. Either.duty was that of a slave; 
and Wetstein (Mt. 311) cites a Rabbinical maxim (Cetuboth, 
f. 90. 1) to the effect that a disciple might offer any service to 
his teacher which a slave did for his master, except that of 
unfastening his shoes, which was counted as a menial's duty. 

a~LOS does not occur elsewhere in Jn. (cf. Lk. 1519), and the 
constr. c'J.tw, lva .•• is not found elsewhere in the N.T. Jn. 
never uses iKav6, (ovK elµ.l lKavo, lva •.. is found again Mt. 88, 

Lk. 76). Perhaps c'J.tw, is the more appropriate adj. here (cf. 
Acts 1326, where it is found in the citation of the Baptist's pro
clamation, instead of the Synoptic iKav6,}; but cf. 2 Cor. 2 16 

' ... , f: , 1rpo, TavTa n, iKavo,; 
28. The situation of the place is uncertain, and the variety 

of reading perplexes the topographical problem still more. 
Bt]8avi'.q. is read by ~*ABC*WN® and must be accepted, 

although a " Bethany beyond Jordan " is not mentioned else
where. The rec. reading BT)0af3ap[i, was adopted by Origen on 
geographical grounds (Comm. vi. 40). The Sinai Syriac has 
Beth Abre, which Burkitt thinks must rest on local tradition 
similar to that followed by Origen. 
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lyivETO 7rtpav 'TOV 'Iopilavov, 61rov ~v l, 'lwav71s {3a'l!"'T{twv. 
29. Tfj l1ravpwv /3A.£1rEL 'TOV 'l71<Tovv lpx6p.EVOV 1rpas aih-6v, Kat 

Conder identified Bethabara with the ford called 'Abarah, 
N .E. of Bethshean.1 Jordan had many fords and ferries, and 
the name Bethabara would suit any place near a ford, its root 
being ,:iv '' to cross "; but it is in favour of Conder's identi
fication that the name is not found elsewhere (cf. Beth-barah, 
J udg. 724). 'Abarah is barely 20 miles from Cana as the crow 
flies, but would be about 40 miles by road, so that it would be a 
possible site, if we take into account the time spent on the 
journey (21). It is, however, too far from Jerusalem to suit 
the Synoptic narrative (Mk. 15, Mt. J5), and the traditional site 
is much farther south, near Jericho. 2 

Beth-Nimrah, on the E. side of Jordan, N.E. of Jericho, 
will meet all the conditions of the problem. In Josh. 1327 (B) 
Beth-Nimrah becomes Bat0ava{3pa., and this form might be 
corrupted either into Bethany or Bethabara. We incline to 
accept this identification, which, made at the first by Sir George 
Grove, was accepted by Sir Charles Wilson,3 and favoured by 
Cheyne. 

ilirou ~v 'lwi£v11s ~a,r-rltwv. This coupling of a participle with 
the verb E!vai, where we should expect an imperfect (l/30.'l!"'TttE) 
denoting continued action, is common in Jn. We have the 
phrase ~v 'Iwdv71~ {3a'll"'T{(wv repeated 323 1040 ; cf. also 56 111 

1323• It is also found in the Synoptists (e.g. Lk. 516, Mt. 1922). 

This may be an Aramaic constr., but it is also found in classical 
Greek. 

Abbott notes (.Diat. 2171) that 61rov after the name of a 
: place (a constr. which appears again 121 1g18, and in Mk., Mt. 

occasionally) is not in accordance with classical usage. Milli
gan cites from a second-century papyrus, Eis At{3v'1}V 61rov 
• .A.p.p.wv • • • XP'Y/<TP.'l!ilEt, an excellent parallel. 

The Baptist's designation of Jesus as the Christ (vv. 29-34) 

29. tjj liraopLOv. We now come to the second day of this 
spiritual diary (see on v. 19). One of the characteristics of the 
Fourth Gospel is the precision with which the author gives 
dates (see Introd., p. cii). 

~>..lireL Tov '111aouv. The name 'l71<Tovs generally takes the 
article in Jn. (as in the Synoptists), except where an apposi-

1 D.B., s.v. "Bethabara." 
• Eusebius, Onom. 
3 See Smith's D.B. 2, s.v. "Beth.Nimrah "; cf. also E.B., s.1,, 

"Bethany," and see Rix, Tent and Testament, p. 175 f. 
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Xlyn ·rn£ b 'Aµvo, TOV 0wv b aipwv T~V tiµapTfov TOU Korrµ.ov. 

tional phrase with the article is introduced, or in a quotation 
(41• 47 624), or in the phrase &:rrnp/0ri 'Iri. (see on 150), or before 
ovv (see on 615). There are a few other exceptions to the rule 
(e.g. n 51 1244), but where the article is missing before lri. the 
text always calls for scrutiny. Bis more prone to omit b before 
'Iri. than the other great uncials. (See Introd., p. lxvi.) 

tpx6,-..Evov :rrpo., a,h6v, "coming towards him." According 
to the Johannine narrative, Jesus had been baptized already, 
and probably the Temptation in the Wilderness had taken place. 
It would be natural that He should come back to John's neigh
bourhood, where many earnest inquirers were gathered.· There 
is no mention of any conversation between Him and John on this 
occasion; but John, as He. passes, designates Him publicly as 
the Christ. 

"lf>E KT>.. This is a favourite word with Jn.; cf. 1 36• 47 

J26 514 J26· 52 u3, 36. 1219 1 629 1 321 194. 5. 14 2021. The Apoca-
lyptist prefers loov. 

b cl.p.vo'> Tou 8£ou, i.e. the Lamb provz"ded by God (see on 633). 
The word &µ.v6,, common in LXX, appears in N.T only 

here, v. 36, 1 Pet. 119, and Acts 832 (a quotation from Isa. 537), 

in each instance being applied to Christ, and with a sacrificial 
connotation. On the other hand, the diminutive &pv{ov 
(occurring occasionally in the LXX, e.g. Ps. n44 • 6, Jer. n 19 

5045, but not as often as &µv6,) is found in the N.T. only at 21 15 

and in the Apocalypse, where it is 3:pplied to Christ 29 times. 
Although the distribution of &µv6, and &pv{ov is thus markedly 
different, no distinction of meaning can be traced when they are 
applied to Christ. 

b &p.vo., Toil 8Eou KT>.. We have, first, to ask what the 
evangelist understood by the unique title "the Lamb of God," 
and what connotation it had for him. 

(a) In Jer. n 19 we have: "I was as a gentle lamb (&pvtov) 
led away to be slaughtered," the emphasis being on the inno
cence of the victim; and Isaiah's " as a lamb ( &µv6,) before her 
shearers is dumb " (Isa. 5J7) conveys the same idea. The two 
passages are brought together by Origen,1 and the point of the 
comparison need not be missed. But the thought of the 
gentleness of a lamb is insufficient to explain the '' Lamb of 
God which takes away the sin of the world." 

(b) In I Pet. 1 19 the Redemption of Christ is likened to that 
wrought on a lower plane by the sacrifice of a lamb without 
blemish. The deliverance from Egypt is the type of deliver
ance from the bondage of sin, and so the blood of the Paschal 

1 In Joann. vi. 53. 
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lamb was typical of the blood of Christ. At the institution of 
the Passover, indeed, the blood of the Paschal lamb was not 
primarily piacular or redemptive; it was sprinkled on the door
posts, that the destroying angel might " pass over " the house 
(Ex. 1213). Nevertheless, the conception of its redemptive 
efficacy prevailed in later Jewish thought; and Hort quotes 
(on I Pet. 119) an apposite Midrash on Ex. 1222 : "With two 
bloods were the Israelites delivered from Egypt, the blood of 
the Paschal lamb and the blood of circumcision." The refer
ence in I Pet. 119, then, relates to the Paschal lamb rather than 
to the lamb of Isa. 5J7. 

In the Apocalypse, the application of &pv{ov to Christ has 
primary reference to the idea of a lamb as a victim 1 (Rev. 
56• 9 i 4), whose death is an expiatory sacrifice, efficacious for all 
mankind. And the association in Rev. 153 of the " Song of 
Moses " with the " Song of the Lamb " suggests that, as in 
1 Pet. 1 19, the slain Lamb of the Apocalypse is compared with 
the Paschal lamb, rather than with the lamb of the daily sacrifice. 

The comparison of Christ with the Paschal lamb appears also 
in a document earlier than either I Peter or the Apocalypse, 
viz. 1 Cor. 57, " Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us." 
And, inasmuch as this thought is conspicuously present in the 
Johannine narrative of the Passion (see on 1936), it would he 
legitimate to interpret " the Lamb of God " in the present 
passage in the same way, and to find here the thought that " the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of the world," is the 
true Paschal Lamb, of whom the Passover victims of the past 
had been a type. 

(c) It seems, however, that in the J ohannine use of the title, 
"the Lamb of God," there is a reference to Isa. 536• 7 : "Yah
weh hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all . . . as a lamb that 
is .led to the slaughter . . . He opened not His mouth." 2 

The passage is directly applied to Christ in Acts 832, and other 
phrases from the same prophecy are treated as having a 
Messianic reference in Mt. 817, 1 Pet. 2 22'·, Heb. 928• It is 
certain that, soon after the Passion, Christian believers found 
in Isa. 53 a forecast of the sufferings and the redemption of 
Jesus Christ. And the author of the Fourth Gospel, writing 
at the end of the first century, could not have been unaware 
of this Christian interpretation of Hebrew prophecy,3 which 

1 Secondarily, as Charles shows, the Apocalyptist conceives of the 
Lamb as leader, an idea prominent in Jewish apocalyptic, but not 
present in the Fourth Gospel (Revelation, r. cxiii). 

2 Cyprian's Testimonia (ii. 15) for Jn. 1 29 include both Ex. 1231 • and 
Isa. 53'. 

3 Clement of Rome (§ 16), writing in the same decade, cites Isa. 53 
in full, applying it all to Christ. 
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would be quite sufficient to explain the majestic title, "The 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world." Indeed, 
Jn. treats Isa. 53 as a Messianic chapter at 1238 ; see on 1930• 

Such considerations help us to understand Jn.'s use of the 
title. But it is the Baptist's use of the title that presents diffi
culty. That he had been led to identify Jesus with Messiah 
who was to come, whether by private converse with Him before 
His baptism, or by the sign at the baptism which he believed 
himself to have received (v. 33), is in accordance with all the 
evidence that is available.1 But that John the Baptist should 
have spoken of the Christ as '' the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world," and have done so, not only before 
His Passion, but before His public ministry had begun, requires 
explanation. 

The idea of a Suffering Messiah was not prevalent among 
the Jews of the first century 2 (see on 1234). The apostles 
never reconciled themselves to the idea that Jesus was to die 
by violence (Mk. 932 and passim; cf. Lk. 2421). Yet here we 
find the Baptist represented as foreseeing from the beginning 
that the climax of the ministry of Jesus would be death, and as 
announcing this publicly by acclaiming Him as the true Lamb 
of sacrifice, foreordained of God. It has been urged, in ex
planation, that the Baptist was the son of a priest, familiar with 
sacrificial ideas all his life. He certainly thought of himself as 
the Forerunner of the Christ, and Jn. represents him as believing 
that he was the herald of Isa. 403 (see on v. 23). He was, 
therefore, a student of the Isaianic prophecies which tell of the 
ideal Servant of Yahweh, the chosen One in whom Yahweh 
delights (Isa. 421). Later he was reassured, when in perplexity, 
by learning that the mighty works of Jesus were such as had 
been predicted of this Servant of Yahweh (Mt. 116, Lk. i2; 
cf. Isa. 355• 6 427 611). And so what more natural than that 
he should apply to Jesus the most striking of all the prophecies 
about Yahweh's Servant, viz. Isa. 53? If he identified in his 
thoughts this great prophetic ideal with the person of Jesus, it 
would be explicable that he should call Jesus '' the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world." 

Dr. C. J. Ball 3 held that the title "Lamb of God" has an 
even closer connexion with Isa. 53 than is indicated by the 
word &µv6s in Isa. 536• The Hebrew word i1~tl ''lamb" came in 
its Aramaic form N;?~ to mean "child," /, boy," "servant"; 
and he suggested that what the Baptist really said in Aramaic 

1 See Introd., p. ci. 
2 Cf. also Justin, Tryph. 32, and Introd., p. cxxxiii. 
1 See Burney, Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 108. 
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was, "Behold the Servant of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world," the Greek rendering in Jn. 1 29 being an excusable 
mistranslation. Ball urged further that o via,. Tov 0wv in 
v. 34 is a more correct rendering of the same Aramaic phrase, 
in both cases the explicit reference being to the 7rat'> of Isa. 421 

521s, Acts 31a 427_ 
The main difficulty in the way of all such explanations is 

that there is no good evidence that the Messianic application 
of Isa. 53 was current among the Jews in pre-Christian times. 
As has been said above, it became current among Christians 
immediately after the Passion of Christ; but it does not appear 
that either the Jews or the early disciples during the earthly 
ministry of Jesus conceived of Isa. 53 as foretelling a suffering 
Christ.1 It is, therefore, hard to believe that John the Baptist, 
alone among the witnesses of the ministry of Jesus, and before 
that ministry had begun, should have associated Him with the 
central figure of Isa. 53; and that he should have so markedly 
anticipated the conclusions reached by those who, after the 
Passion, looking back upon the life and death of Jesus, found 
them to fulfil the predictions of the Hebrew prophet. 

To sum up. John Baptist believed Jesus to be the Christ 
of Jewish expectation, and announced Him as such, probably 
in the hearing of John, the son of Zebedee. Looking back, 
the aged apostle in after years realised how momentous an 
announcement this was, even more momentous than the Baptist 
had understood. And when dictating his recollections of an 
incident on which he had pondered long and deeply, it is in
telligible that he should state the Baptist's cry, " Behold the 
Christ," in terms which unfolded all that Jesus had come to 
mean for himself. Jesus was '' the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the world's sin." We do not suppose that the speeches in 
the Fourth Gospel were all spoken exactly as they are set down, 
although they may have been in some instances. But here, 
whether we attribute the form of the Baptist's announcement 
to John the son of Zebedee, or to the scribe and editor of the 
Gospel who put in order the old man's reminiscences, we must 
recognise the probability that the Baptist's actual words were 
simpler, and a less perfect expression of the Gospel of Re
demption. Cf. Introd., p. cii. 

c'i a'lpwv 'MJV &11-apTlav Toil KOO"fl-OU. In I Jn. J5 we have £KEtVo'> 
lcpavEpw071 i:'va TCL', aµ.apT{a,; tf.pTJ, Here the " taking away" is 
in the present tense, thefuturum instans (like µ.aprnpc'i: in v. 15). 
o atpwv is He who takes away and is always taking away the 

1 Burkitt, Christian Beginnings, p. 39, points out that the applica
tion of Isa. 53 to the Passion was made by Greek-speaking Christians 
in the first instance. Cf. Theology, July 1922, p. 50. 
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30. OVTO, £CTTLV inrEp ov lyw Ei7l"OV 'O,r{uw µov EPXETat dv~p s~ 
EJJ,7rpou0ev µov yiyovEV, OTl ,rpwTOS µov ~v. 31. Ko.yw OVK i,OEIV 
aVTOV, &.,\,\' iva cf,avEpw0fj Tq, 'fopa~.\, Ota TOVTO ~>..Bov l.yw l.v iloan 

world's sin, a profound Christian conception, formulated first 
in this verse, and reproduced with fidelity in the liturgical 
"Lamb of God, which takest away (not which took away once 
for all at Calvary, although that also is true) the sins of the 
world." For the Atonement is not only an event in time, but 
an eternal process. 

The sin of the world-not sins in the plural, as at I Jn. 35 

-is here contemplated. W estem liturgies have followed I Jn. 3" 
rather than Jn. 1 29 in pleading "Agnus Dei qui tollis peccata 
mundi, miserere nobis." But the sin of the world is a deeper 
stain than the sins of individual men and women; and the 
Fourth Evangelist, who views the mission of Jesus sub specie 
teternz'tatis, sees that it is the sin of the Kouµos (cf. v. 9), the 
lawlessness and rebellion of all created being, that is the subject 
of redemption. This includes, indeed, the sins of all men, but 
it is the sin of the Kouµos, which knew not Jesus (v. 10), that is 
in view in this tremendous phrase. 

alpuv is used of taking away sin at I Sam. 1525 2528, a5 at 
1 Jn. 3"; at Isa. Si we have oVTo, Tas aµapT{as cf,lpn, the 
image being of the bearing of another's sin. 

80. This verse is almost verbally identical with v. 15, and 
ilh1strates well J n.'s habit of repeating a phrase which he regards 
as specially significant after a short interval, in a slightly 
different form (see on 316). 

oOTos lunv KT>... " This One," pointing to Jesus, is He of 
whom I spake. The reference is not merely to vv .26, 27, but to 
Jn.'s proclamation of the Coming of Jesus, before He began His 
ministry, which is common to the Synoptists and Jn. (see on 
v. 15, and Introd., p. c). 

The rec. text has o~To, lun 7rEpi ov lyw £l1rov, with 
tot0AC3LN A®; but tot*BC*W give o,rip oo, "in whose behalf," 
the Baptist always regarding himself as the herald of Jesus. 
Blass points out that >..lynv wlp = My£iv ,rEp{, " to speak 
about," is common in classical Greek, and that v,rlp for ,rEp{ is 
found in Paul (e.g. 2 Cor. 823). But in Jn. (with whom it is a 
favourite preposition) v,rlp always means "in behalf of." 
Cf. 651 1011. 15 n4· 60. s1. 52 1337. as 151a 1719 1314, 1 Jn. J16. See 
on 115 for llv £l,rov, which seems to be the true text in that place. 

d.v~p is applied, as here, to Jesus, Acts 2 22 1731 ; see on 1 13 

.above for its J ohannine usage. 
81. Kd.yw OUK n8Ew auTov, repeated v. 33, "even I did not 

know Him" (cf. v. 26), sc. as the Messiah. That John the 
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Baptist knew Jesus in their early years is hardly doubtful, but 
the statement here made is that he did not recognise Him 
for what He was before His Baptism. The account in Mt. 
J14'· is different, and represents John as unwilling to baptize 
Jesus because he was aware of His Messiahship. Jn's narra
tive, here as at other points (see v. 32), is more primitive than 
the Matth~an tradition. 

iva. cj,a.vepw8fi T'(' 'la-pa.~>.. John knew that his ministry was 
one of preparation only; its ultimate purpose was that in its 
exercise the Expected One should be made manifest. 

cpavEpovv, '' to reveal, " is a late Greek word, occurring in 
LXX only at Jer. 336• In the Synoptic Gospels it appears once 
only (Mk. 422), but is used in the Marean Appendix (1612• 14) 

of the "manifestation" of the Person of Jesus, as in Jn. (?4 
211• 14 ; cf. 1 Jn. 1 2). The verb always indicates emergence from 
mysterious obscurity, and a sudden breaking forth into clear 
light. Cf. 2 11 where it is used of the manifestation of the 
glory of Jesus; and J21 of the manifestation in Him of the 
works of God. At I Tim. 316 it suggests Divine pre-existence, 
and of this there may be a hint here (cf. v. 15), as there certainly 
is in I Jn. J5, €KEtVO'i lcpavEpw0'Y] iva TO.<; aµ.apT{a, O.PYJ· 

T4i 'la-pa.~>.. The " manifestation " for which the Baptist 
looked was only to Israel. The exhortation of the brethren of 
J csus was, indeed, cpavipwrTov CTmVTov T<e KOrTfJ,<p (?4), but even 
there no more is suggested than a public manifestation to the 
Jews. Jn. is fond of the term KOrTp,o, (see on v. 9), and the 
thought that Jesus manifested Himself to the whole order of 
created life is deep-rooted in his thought; but he does not sug
gest that the Baptist had any such wide vision. 

~Mov l.yw l.v ulla.n j3a.irrltwv. This was the most conspicuous 
feature of his ministry; cf. v. 26, and see further on v. 33. 

32. John now explains how and when it was that he came 
to recognise Jesus as the Christ. 

l.fJ-a.pn!p11a-ev. This testimony, as the aorist denotes, was 
delivered at a definite moment; cf. contra µ.a.prvpEt in v. 15. 
The testimony is to the effect that John saw a dove or pigeon 
alight on Jesus at His baptism. There is no hint that we are 
to think of a spiritual vision; the verb 0Ea.u0ai (see on 114) is 
always used in the N.T. of seeing with the bodily eyes. The 
incident is related differently by Mk. (1 10), who implies (as does 
Mt. J16) that Jesus Himself saw the Spirit descending like a 
dove. Lk. 322 does not say who saw it, but all agree that a 
dove was seen, the words of Lk., rTwµ.anK0 £i'.8n, laying 
emphasis on the objective and physical nature of the incident. 
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All the evangelists, that is, agree in recording that a dove 
alighted upon Jesus when presenting Himself for baptism. 

The dove was regarded in Palestine as a sacred bird. 
Xenophon (Anab. I. iv. 9) reports that it was not lawful in 
Syria to hunt doves; and this is suggested by Ti bull us (i. 7. 17): 

Quid referam ut uolitet crebras intacta per urbes 
Alta Palaestino sancta columba Syro. 

So Lucian explains that to the Syrians a dove is tabu, and 
that any one unwittingly touching a dove is counted ,unclean 
(de Dea Syria, 54; cf. 14). Philo 1 comments on the great 
number of doves at Ascalon, and upon their tameness, due to 
the circumstance that from ancient times the people were 
not allowed to eat them, so that they were never caught (ap. 
Euseb, Praep. Evangel. viii. 14. 64).2 

Furthermore, the dove was regarded among the Semites 
as a symbol of the Spirit. Of cpwv~ T1J, Tpvyovo,, '' the voice 
of the turtle " (Cant. 2 12), there is a Chaldee interpretation, 
reported by Wetstein, "the Voice of the Spirit." And by the 
Jewish doctors the Spirit hovering over the primeval waters 
(Gen. 1 2) was compared to a dove: "Spiritus Dei ferebatur 
super aquas, sicut columba, quae fertur super pullos suos nee 
tangit illos." a 

Hence we can understand why a dove alighting upon Jesus 
should have been regarded as symbolic of a descent of the 
Divine Spirit. 4 The words ascribed to the Baptist are explicit. 
He saw the dove, and forthwith recognised it as the sign which 
he had been expecting (v. 33). 

For the expression Ka.rn/30.lvew t~ o~pa.vou, see on 313• 

Some other divergences from the Synoptic accounts of the 
Baptism should be observed. Jn. says nothing of the heavens 
being opened (Mk. 1 10 and parallels), or of the Voice from 
heaven (see on 1228 below); and having regard to his knowledge 
of Mk., 5 with whose account of the Baptist he has so much in 

1 In Quis rer, div. har. § 25, Philo, when discoursing on Gen. xv. 9, 
interprets the turtle dove and pigeon (rpv-yova. Ka.I 1r<purr,pav) of divine 
and human wisdom respectively, the 1r<p«,T<pa standing for human 
wisdom, as being gentle (i/µ,,po,) and fond of the haunts of men. 

2 Clement of Alexandria says that the Syrians venemte doves, as 
the Eleans venerate Zeus (Protrept. ii. 35), 

3 Quoted by Wetstein on Mt, 316 from Chagiga, r5A. 
• Students of the fantastic science of Gematria have not failed to 

note that the arithmetical value of the letters in 1r<p<O'upa is Sor, the 
same total as that represented by a.w (Alpha and Omega). Cf. Irenam5, 
Har. i. 14. 6, who gives this as a Gnostic fancy. 

6 See Introd., p. c. 
VOL. I.-4 
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common (see on v. 6), it would seem that these omissions are 
deliberate. Here, as in v. 31, the Johannine narrative appears 
to be more primitive than that of the Synoptists. 

Kal lp.ewev l,r' aOT6v (cf. for the constr. 336). This is, on 
the other hand, a detail not found in the Synoptic narratives, 
perhaps added here with a reminiscence of Isa. 112, where it 
is said of the Messianic King, ava,ravCTETai l,,r' a&ov ,rvEvµa TOV 
0Eov.1 Jerome (on Isa. 11 2) quotes the following from the 
Gospel of the Hebrews: "When the Lord was come up out of 
the water, the whole fount of the Holy Spirit descended and 
rested upon Him, and said to Him: My Son, in all the prophets 
was I waiting for thee that thou shouldest come, and I might 
rest in thee. For thou art my rest, thou art my first-begotten 
Son that reigneth for ever." This is a doctrinal combination 
of the Synoptic and Johannine narratives, probably intended 
to teach the permanence of the spiritual gift here vouchsafed 
through Christ to mankind.2 

The form in which the Dove and the Voic'e from heaven 
at the Baptism of Jesus are mentioned in the Odes of Solomon 3 

is curious. Ode xxiv. begins : " The Dove fluttered over the 
Christ, because He was her head, and she sang over Him and 
her voice was heard," sc. in the Underworld. The singing or 
cooing of the dove is as it were a Heavenly Voice; and '' flutter
ing " recalls the verb used by Justin, w~ 11'Epicrnpo.v TO aywv 
11'VEVJJ-a €11'!11'Tijvai l,,r' avT6v (Dial. 88). The verb l,,ri,r~vai is 
also found, in reference to the Baptism of Christ, in the 
Sibylline Oracles (vii. 67) and in Origen (c. Cels. i. 40, 41), and 
its rendering volare or devolare in Tertullian (adv. Val. 27) and in 
Hilary (in Ps. liv. 7), showing that it had a place in some extra
canonical record. This idea of the dove " fluttering " is, as 
we have seen, associated in Hebrew thought with the idea of 
the Spirit" brooding" over the waters; cf. Gen. 12, Deut. 3211• 

33. Kciyw oOK n8ew aOT6v, repeated from v. 31. John the 
Baptist repeats, as an essential part of his witness, that he did 
not recognise Jesus for what He was until the dove lit upon 
Him; and he recognised Him then only because he had been 
divinely warned that there would be a sign. The Baptist is 
not represented as saying that he knew that the sign would be 
forthcoming in the case of a candidate for baptism. 

1 Irenreus (Heer. iii. 17. 1) associates Isa. 11• with the Baptism 
of Jesus. 

• See Abbott, Diat. 712 ff., for speculations as to why Jn. avoided 
the word rest and preferred abide. 

8 Cf. Introd., p. cxlvi. 
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iKE'ivo, JLOL E!7TEV 'Ecf,' Sv &v t817, TO Ilvevµ,a Kara{3a'ivov Kal µ.lvov 
i1r' a,',rov, Oi!TO, icrnv o /3a1rrf.(wv iv Ilvevµ,an 'Ay{ip. 34. K<lyw 

b 'll'lp.litas p.e. Cf. v. 6. John's mission to baptize was from 
God. 

tKei:vos (explicit and emphatic, see on v. 8) p.m e!'!l'ev KTX. 
The Hebrew prophets had claimed that '' the word of Yahweh " 
came to them, and John, the last of them, makes the same claim. 
" God said to me "; of that he was assured. 

icj)' Sv av i'.Sns ro 'll'veup.a KaTa/3. KTX. Upon whomsoever 
the Spirit descended and abode, He would be the minister of a 
greater baptism than that of John. John had doubtless 
(although this is not recorded) had many opportunities of 
observing the intense spirituality of the early life of Jesus, and 
his intercourse with Jesus previous to His baptism (according 
to Mt. J14) had led John to see something of His unique per
sonality. But, as the story is told, the Baptist was not finally 
assured of the Messiahship of Jesus until the dove rested upon 
Him. He had not been told that the descent of the Spirit 
would thus be indicated; but the sign was sufficient, and he 
accepted it joyfully. 

oOTos iCTTLv b f3mrr(twv lv 'll'veup.an o.y("!. For oilro,, cf. 12, 
and note that /3a1rr{(wv is a prophetic present (cf. <tlpwv in v. 29). 
The Spirit descended on Jesus, so that He might baptize 
men therewith, and that the Spirit might rest on them as it 
rested on Him, although not in the same plenitude (cf. 334). 

iv i/San . . . iv 'll'veup.arL o.y("!· Baptism as administered by 
John was, according to the Synoptists, symbolical of purifica
tion of the soul. It was, according to Mk. 14, /3a1rncrµ,a 
p,ETavo{as Ei, a.<pE<TLV aµ,apnwv. There may be a hint at 325 

of some association of John's ministry with the idea of puri" 
fication, but there is no suggestion anywhere in the Fourth 
Go~pel that his baptism was one " of repentance with a view to 
the remission of sins." It has been pointed out 1 that the 
language of Josephus (Anti. xviii. 5. 2) about John's ministry 
of baptism suggests that it was not addressed so much to peni
tents as to those who were dedicating themselves very specially 
to an ascetic life of virtue. That it was symbolical, at any rate, 
of dedication, as well as of purijicatz'on, is plain from the circum
stance that Jesus submitted, at the beginning of His ministry, 
to be baptized by John. 

In all the Gospels the primary contrast between the ministry 
of John and the ministry of Jesus is that the first was iv il8an, 
the second iv 1rvEvp,an ay{ip. Jn. makes the Baptist insist three 
times (vv. 26, 31, 33) that his baptism was only iv il8an-that 

1 Jackson and Lake, The Beginnings of Christianity, i. I02. 
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is, it was only the symbol of a baptism iv 1rvevµa.ri which he 
could not minister. In the prophets water is used several 
times as an image of the Spirit (cf. Isa 448, Ezek. 3625, and 
note the verb in Joel 2 28, "I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh"). Jn. is fond of this image (cf. 414 788); and the contrast 
of "water" and " spirit " in the Baptist's references to his 
ministry of baptism is intended to convey that it was only 
preparatory to, and symbolical of, a greater ministry that was 
at hand. 

Mt. 311 and Lk. 316 (but not Mk. 18 or Acts 15) speak of the 
ministry of Jesus as a baptizing "with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire." But Jn. says nothing about a baptism with fire. Fire is 
the symbol of judgment, and Jesus '' came not to judge the 
world, but to save the world" (1247 ; cf. 939), in the Johannine 
presentation of His teaching. 

34. Kdyw o!wpa.Ka., Kal µ.eµ.aprup'l)KO., John's testimony was 
that of an eye-witness. He had seen the sign of the dove, and 
he bears witness accordingly, the perfect µeµa.prvpYJKa. indicat
ing that his testimony was continuous up to the time of 
speaking, that Jesus was the Son of God. 

In Jn., Ii utos rou 8eou is a recognised title of Messiah, 
Nathanael (149) and Martha (u27) employing it as the Baptist 
does here. With this the Synoptists agree (Mk. J11, Mt. 1433 

2668 2i0, Lk. 2270); the title had a definite meaning to Jewish 
ears, and was applied in the sense of "Messiah." 1 In this 
sense it had its roots in the O.T.; cf., e.g., Ps. 2 7, where the theo
cratic king is Yahweh's Son, and Ps. 8927• The evidence for its 
use in Apocalyptic literature is scanty, only one instance being 
found in Enoch (cv. 2) of Messiah being called "my Son"; cf. 
2 Esd. is l 332. 37. 52 149. 

Jn. is the only evangelist who represents Jesus as using this 
title of Himself (525 1036 u4, where see notes). In these 
passages, if they stood alone, no higher meaning than 
'' Messiah " need be ascribed to it; but when they are taken 
in connexion with the peculiar claims of sonship made by Jesus, 
in the Synoptists as well as in Jn. (see on J17), the phrase" the 
Son of God " seems intended by Jn. to have a deeper significance 
(cf. 318 525 197 2031). 

For Ii uti,s here there is a Western reading, o £KAEKTo~ 
(~* e Syr. cur., probably supported by Pap. Oxy. 208). Cf 
Mt. 2740 with Lk. 2335• 

1 Cf. contra, Dalman, Words of Jesus, Eng. Tr., p. 275; Burkitt 
(Christian Beginnings, p. 25) regards "Son of God" as the most 
primitive of the Christological titles. 
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35· Tfi l.1ravpwv 1ra>..iv £i<TT~K£t a 'Iwai,17,; Kat EK TWY µ,a017Twv 
a..'.iTOV llvo, 36. Kat l.µ,/3>..el/Ja<; T<p 'l17uov 7r£pt7raTOVYTt >..eyn ~lo£ o 
'Aµ,vo<;TOV ®wv. 37· Kat ~KOV<TUY oi 8vo µ,a017Tat a..'.irov A.UA.OVYTO<; Kat 

The first dz'sciples of Jesus (vv. 35-39) 

85. tjj tn-aupiov (cf. v. 29). This is the third day of the 
story ( see on I 19), and the first day of the ministry of Jesus : 
"primae origines ecclesiae Christianae " (Bengel). 

mi>..w is a favourite word with Jn., occurring over 40 times, 
while it only occurs twice in Lk. (Mk. has it 27 times, and Mt. 
17 times). Jn. uses it as a sort of resumptive conjunction, where 
a new section is introduced (e.g. 812• 21 107• 19 211 , etc.), the idea 
of repetz"#on not being prominent in such cases. 

mi>..w ElCTTIJKEt. 1 The next incident is that the Baptist was 
standing awaiting Jesus, whom he had acclaimed on the 
previous day. On this occasion he had two of his own disciples 
with him. 

EK TWV p.a81JTWV mhou Silo. For the constr. 8vo EK TWY ••• , 
see on 1 40• A µ,a0YJ~, is one who learns from, and associates 
himself with, a respected teacher. The µ,a017Ta{ of John the 
Baptist are mentioned again 325 41 (cf. Mk. 2 18, Mt. 11 2 1412, 

Lk. J18 111). See on 2 2• 

One of these two disciples of the Baptist (cf. 325 41) was 
Andrew (v. 40); the other is not named, and nothing more is 
said about him. But the Synoptic account of the call of the 
first disciples of Jesus (Mk. 119, Mt. 418) indicates that the first 
pair, Andrew and Peter, were quickly followed by the second 
pair, the sons of Zebedee. These are never mentioned explicitly 
in Jn., except in 211, but it is natural to infer that the unnamed 
disciple of v. 35 was one of them, viz. either James or John; 
and it would be in harmony with the reticence in regard to 
himself displayed throughout by the eye-witness whose re
miniscences lie behind the Fourth Gospel, that he should here 
be referred to, z'.e. that the unnamed disciple was John the son 
of Zebedee (see on vv. 19, 40). 2 

86. Kal lp.fJ>..llf,a§. The verb (only again in Jn. at v. 42) 
signifies an intent, earnest gazing; cf. Mk. 1021 1467 • 

Jesus was not coming towards the ~a_ptist (cf. v. 29) on this 
occasion, but moving away. John agam designates him as 
" the Lamb of God " or the Christ, in the hearing of the two 
disciples who were in his company. 

1 This form (plpft. with sense of impft.), "was standing," occurs 
again 7s' 18•· 1s 2011. The MSS. vary between ,lur-qKei and l<TT,jn,, the 
latter being always adopted by Westcott-Hort. 

2 Cf. Introd., p. xxxvi. 
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~K0Aov87Juav T'{l 'l'Y)ITOV, 38. <FTpacf,et, D£ () 'l'Y)<TOV, Kat 8eauap.evo, 
aVTOV, aKoAov8ovv-ra, >..iyn auTot, Ti ('Y)TEtTE; oi D£ e!1Tav aVT<f 
'P a/3 (3 ei (S >..iyerat p.e8epp.7JVEvop.evov AuSauKaAE ), 1t'OV p.ivet,; 

37. 1-:B place mhoil after p.a.811Ta(, but avTov comes first in 
C*L Tb 33, and even before ot 8uo in AC3Nr A®W. 

The two disciples heard John's words, and heard them with 
understanding and appreciation, for such (see on 38) is the force 
in Jn. of aKovetv followed by a genitive. 

Ka.l ~K0Aou811cra.v T':) 'l11croil, "and went after Jesus." Here 
was no decision to follow Him throughout His ministry and 
attach themselves to His Person, for the aorist only indicates 
their action at one definite moment. Jesus had not "called" 
them, or invited them to be His companions and disciples 
(cf. Mk. 1 17 and parallels); nor were they constrained to go 
after Him by anything that they had seen Him do. John's 
striking and repeated designation of Him as the Expected One 
arrested their attention, and His own Personality did the rest. 

38. crTpacj>elc; 8l KTA. He turned round (cf. 2014), for He 
had heard their steps behind Him. 

For 8eacrup.evoc;, always used of bodily vision, see on v. 14. 
He asks, TL t1JTELTE; " What do you seek ? what are you 

looking for ? " Their answer is, " Where are you staying ? " 
for they desired an opportunity of private conversation with 
Him. They had not yet reached the stage of discipleship; 
they wished to know a little more about Him. 

Abbott (Diat. 2649b) finds an illustration of -ri ,'YJTELTE; 
in Philo (quod. det. pot. 8) who, commenting on Ti ~'YJTEt,; of 
Gen. 3i5, explains it as the utterance of the l>..eyxo, to the 
wandering soul. Later on (c. 40) the l>..eyxo, is identified 
with the >..oyo,. But the parallel is not close enough to prove 
that Jn. is z'ndebted to Philo for the use of so familiar a phrase 
us Tl ''Y)TEtTE; Cf. 184 2015. 

The disciples address Jesus as Rabbz', a title which Jn., 
writing for Greek readers, at once interprets, 6 Alyrnu p.e8ep
p.1Jveuop.evov, aL8ucrKaAE. For similar interpretations of Aramaic 
or Hebrew words, cf. vv. 41, 42, 425 52 97 u 16 1913, 17, 2016. 

They may have addressed Jesus thus because they took 
Him for a Rabbi travelling alone, but more likely they used 
Rabbi as an ordinary title of respect. It was the title which the 
Baptist's disciples were accustomed to use when addressing 
their master (326); and it appears from 1313 that afterwards the 
disciples of Jesus habitually addressed Him either as Rabbz' 
(teacher) or as Marz' (lord). The distinction is only this, that 
the antithesis to Rabbz" is "scholar," and to Mar is "servant" 
or " slave " (cf. 1515); the terms being often used without any 
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clear sense of a difference between them. Either might be 
rendered " Sir," without going wrong. Thus, in the Synoptic 
narratives of the Transfiguration, where Mk. (95) has Rabbi", 
Lk. (933) renders it by emCTrara, and Mt. (174) by KvptE. So in 
the story about the storm on the lake, where Mk. (438) has 
iltBaCTKaAE, Lk. (824) has l1rtCTrara, and Mt. (825) has KvptE. 
But while KvptE may thus sometimes represent Rabbi, or be 
used (as at 1221 2116) merely as the equivalent of the English 
" Sir," it generally points to an original '1'? or Mari.1 

The Johannine usage of these terms is interesting. In the 
early part of the Gospel the disciples are always represented as 
saying Rabbi, while others, 2 such as the woman of Samaria 
(411), the nobleman ofCapemaum (449), the sick man at Bethesda 
(57), the blind man after his cure (936), Mary and Martha of 
Bethany (113• 21• 27• 32, but cf. n 28 and note there), say KvptE. 
The multitude who were fed with the five loaves first say Rabbi 
(625); but, after they have heard the discourse about the 
heavenly bread, say KvptE (634). The first occasion on which a 
disciple is represented as saying KvptE is at the conclusion of 
this discourse, when Peter says, "Lord, to whom shall we go?" 
(668). We have 'Pa/3/3£{ used again _by the disciples at 118, but 
KvptE at 11 12 ; and thenceforward Rabbi disappears from their 
speech, and they say Lord (136• 25 145• 8· 22 21 16, etc.), the change 
in address indicating a growing reverence. The title Rabbi 
was not employed after the Resurrection of Jesus, who was 
afterwards spoken of as Maran or o Kvpw,; (cf. 1 Cor. 1622, 

and see note on 41). · 

Thus Jn.'s report as to the use of these titles by the disciples 
is not only consistent, but is probably historical. Nothing of 
this kind can be traced in the Synoptists, who do not dis
tinguish between oioa.CTKaAE and KvpiE as modes of address, 
both being in use, as they represent the facts, at all stages of 
the association of the Twelve with Jesus. Indeed, Lk. (111) 

puts the phrase KvptE 8[8a~ov 11µ.ii,; into the mouth of 
the disciples. In this regard, a more primitive tradition is 
preserved in the Fourth Gospel. 

The Aramaic Rabbi is not found in Lk., and in Mt. only 
in the greeting of Judas to his Master (2625• 49). Mk. has it in 
the corresponding place (Mk. 1445), and also places it twice 
in Peter's mouth (Mk. 95 1121). Rabbonz" is found in Mk. 1061 • 

With these exceptions, the Synoptists always translate '~"'!, 
and do not reproduce the title itself. 

1 See on the whole subject, Dalman, Words of Jesus, Eng. Tr., 
pp. 324-340, and Burkitt, Christian Beginnings, pp. 43 ff. 

1 Nicodemus, naturally, says Rabbi (31). 
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39· >..lyEt avTOL', "Ef'xeu0e KaL o,f,eu0e. ~A0av o~v KaL ET8av 71'0V 

µ.lvn, KaL 1rap' avnp f./J.ELVaV T~V ~p.lpav lKdv71v· wpa ~v w<; 8EK&.T7/. 

Lk. and Jn., both of whom wrote for Greek readers, thus 
differ markedly as to the title Rabbi", Lk. never mentioning it, 
while Jn. has it again and again, giving the Greek rendering 
of it on its first occurrence. Probably the explanation is that 
behind Jn. we have the report of one who spoke Aramaic, and 
who was present at many of the scenes which he describes; 
while Lk. rests on documents and on information gained at 
second hand. In the reminiscences of his first intercourse with 
Jesus, as John the son of Zebedee dictated them, he employed 
the term Rabbz", which he remembers that he used; and his 
interpreter, Jn., naturally translated it for the benefit of his 
Greek readers, but preserved the original word. 

39. -EpxEo-8E Ka1 olf,Eu8E. For 01fEIT0E (BC*L ThW and syrr.), 
the rec. has l8ETE with ~AC3N ~® and latt. Lightfoot (Hor. 
Hebr. in loc.) and Schlatter note that "Come and see" is 
a common formula of authoritative invitation in Talmudic 
authors; but parallels are unnecessary to cite for so simple 
a phrase. Cf. 146 1134, ;.pxov Kal WE. 

" Come and ye shall see." This is the method of discovery 
which Jesus commended to the first inquirers, and it is still the 
method by which He is revealed. Not by dialectic or argu
ment, although these have their place, is the soul's quest 
satisfied. For that there must be the personal following, the 
"abiding" in His presence. Cf. 831, and see on 635• 

~Mav Ka1 etSav irou iiJveL. Observe the historic present 
following" they saw" (cf. 214). 

Accordingly, t~e two inquirers ,rap' mh/i> E/J.ELvav -niv ~/J.lpav 
iKEll"l'fv, "abode with Jesus that day," sc. that eventful day 
which the narrator recalls (see on 1149 for a like use of 
lKE'ivo,). Perhaps it was the Sabbath day (see on 2 1). The 
addition " it was about the tenth hour " is, no doubt, a personal 
reminiscence. That is, it was ten hours after sunrise, or about 
4 p.m., when the two disciples reached the place where Jesus 
was lodging. 

The evangelists uniformly follow the practice, common 
throughout the Roman world, of counting the hours from 
sunrise. Thus Josephus reports ( Vz"ta, 54) that it was a Jewish 
custom to dine (&.picrT01roie'icr0ai) on the Sabbath day at the 
sixth hour. Now the /1.picrTov was the usual midday meal 
(8E'i1rvov being supper), so that " the sixth hour " means noon, 
z'.e. the day began about 6 a.m. The parable of the Discon
tented Labourers shows this clearly (Mt. 205• 6). So, in the 
present passage, " the tenth hour " was about 4 p.m. There 
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40. ~Hv 'Avopla,; 0 do,>..<f;o,; 'l,{µwvo,; IUrpou .r, lK TWJI Ovo TWI' 
dKOUO"UJITWJI 1rapa 'Iwavou KOL dKoAou0170-aJ1TWJI OVT</;'' 41. <vp{UKEL 

were "twelve hours in the day" (119), but as the day was 
reckoned from sunrise to sunset, the length of an " hour " de
pended on the time of year. No doubt, the precision of reckon
ing habitual to people with watches and clocks is not to be 
looked for among Orientals of the first century; but it is re
markable how prone Jn. is to note the time of day (cf. 46• 52 

1828 1914 2019), and his exactitude suggests that he is repro-
. ducing the report of an observer of the events recorded. 1 

The call of Peter (vv. 40-42) 

40. 'Av8pla,;. Jn. alone tells that Andrew was a disciple 
of the Baptist (v. 35). The Synoptic story of the call of Peter 
and Andrew (Mk. 116f. and parls.) may be another version of 
vv. 40-42, but it probably narrates a more formal call to 
apostleship which came later (see on v. 37, and Introd.,p. xxxv). 
Andrew is introduced as "Simon Peter's brother," being the 
less famous of the two (cf. also 6 8 and Mk. 116, Mt. 418 102, 

Lk. 614); and, except at 1222, he is always associated with Peter. 
Jn. assumes that every one will know who Simon Peter was, 
a similar assumption being made by Lk., who mentions "the 
house of Simon" and " Simon's wife's mother" (Lk. 438), 

before anything is told about Simon himself. See, further, 
on 68 for the prominence of Andrew in the Fourth Gospel. 

Et,; tK Twv 8uo Kr>... Jn. prefers to write .r. iK rather than .r. sz'mplicz'ter when speaking of one of a number of persons 
(cf. 68· ,o. 71 750 1149 122 1321. 23 1826 2024). The Synoptists 
generally omit tK, as Jn. does on occasion (i9 124). 

rwv &.Kouu&vr111v 1rapit 'lw&vou, sc v. 35. The constr. 1rapa. 
rivo, occurs again 645 i 1 826• 40 1515 ; it is quite classical. 

41. The text is uncertain. ~*LWri:l give 1rpwro,. This 
would mean that Andrew was the first to find his brother Peter; 
implying that the unnamed disciple had also set out to find 
hz's brother (t".e., presumably, James, the elder son of Zebedee), 
and that he did find hiin, but later. But if the sentence means 
all this, it is very obscurely expressed. 

1rpwrov, accepted by most modern editors, is supported 
by ~cABTh® fam. 13, and the vss. generally. This would mean 
that Andrew found Peter first, before he did anything else, there 

1 The idea (adopted by Westcott) that Jn. follows a method of 
counting the hams from midnight has been shown by W. M. Ramsay 
(D.B., 475-479) to be untenable; cf. A. Wright, N.T. Problems, 
pp. 147 ff. 
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OVTOS' 1rpwl TOV &Se>..cpov TOV i8iov l{µ.wva Kal >..l.yn atmii E~p~Kap.EV 
TOV M£Uu{av (il £<TTLV µ.e0£pp.YJV£VOJJ,EVOV Xpt<TTo,). 42 . .;,yay£v 

being no suggestion of John looking for any one, or of any other 
disciple being found by either of them. The emphasis on 
'l8,ov, "his own brother," would be consistent with this. 

Whether we read 1rpwTO, or 1rpwTov, a good deal of time 
elapses between v. 39 and v. 43. Andrew and the innominatus, 
presumably, have a full and convincing conversation with 
Jesus, staying with Him for the afternoon and night ; Andrew 
goes out and finds Peter, who is brought back to Jesus, wel
comed, and renamed Kephas. Modern editors (Alford is an 
exception) try to find time for all this between 4 p.m. and the 
next morning (£1ravpwv, v. 43), although this is not stated. It 
would be easier to understand the sequence of events if we 
suppose " that day " (v. 39) to mean a full day of twenty-four 
hours, from sunset to sunset, and allow two nights, i!lfltead of 
one only, to intervene between l1ravpwv of v. 35 and l1ravpiov 
of v. 43. This would be consistent either with 1rpwTo, or 1rpwTOv, 
both being awkward on any hypothesis. 

But there is another reading, Trpwl, supported by the O.L. 
texts b, e, and (apparently) r, all of which have mane.1 An 
original npw1ToN~a€A<l>ON would readily be corrupted to npw

TON~A€A<l>ON, which leads to 1TPWTONTON~a€A<l>ON. We con
clude that Trpwl is the true reading. Jn. uses this form (not 
1rpwta) again at 1828 201 ; and it gives an excellent sense here. 
"He finds early in the morning his own brother Simon," 
having stayed the night at the lodging where Jesus was. Then 
bravpiov in v. 43 stands for the day after the finding of Simon, 
which occupies Day iv. of the spiritual diary covered by this 
chapter (see on v. 29 above). This is certain if 1rpw{ be accepted 
as the true reading, and even if we read 1rpwTov it is highly 
probable. 

elip~Ka.p,ev Tov Meaa-lav. This was (and is) the Great Dis
covery. Andrew speaks for his unnamed companion as well 
as for himself: " We have found the Messiah." 

Tov Meaala.v. The Aramaic title n•~r., is found in the N.T. 
elsewhere only at 425• See on v. 38 f~r· the preservation of such 
Aramaic forms in Jn., although not in the Synoptists, the Greek 
interpretation being added. Cf. Ps. 2 2, Dan. 925• 28• 

According to Jn., the recognition of Jesus as the Christ 
by Andrew, by Philip (v. 45), and by Nathanael (v. 49) was 
swift and unhesitating; although it is noteworthy that nothing 
of this kind is told of Peter, whose confession of faith is not 

1 The Old Syriac does not reproduce here any word like 11'pWTov or 
1rpwl. 
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aVTOY 1rpo, TOY 'l'YJ<TOUl'. lµ,(3>..tlfta, avT<i o 'I'YJ<TOV<; eT1rev lv et l{µ.wv 
o vi,',, 'Iwavov, <TV KA'YJB~<T'[J K'YJ<pU.<; (3 Epf:1-'YJYEVETaL IIfrpo,). 

recorded until 668• 69• The Synoptists suggest, as is probable 
a priori, that the disciples did not reach full conviction all at 
once, but that it came to them gradually, the critical point 
being Peter's confession (Mk. 829, Mt. 1616, Lk. 926). Perhaps 
we should regard the full assurance which Jn. ascribes 
to Andrew,• Philip, and Nathanael on their first meeting with 
Jesus as antedated. It is, however, legitimate to treat their 
utterances (vv. 41, 45, 49) as the expressions of an enthusiasm 
which became dulled, as the novelty of their intercourse with 
Jesus passed away, and which did not become a reasoned 
conviction until later.1 

42. The rec. has 'Iwva. (with AB3ra) for the better supported 
'Iwavov (NB*LW 33, etc.). A similar variation appears at 
2 115-17. 

i11/3>..ll!,as, sc. "having looked intently on him." This verb 
has already (v. 36) been used of the Baptist's earnest look at 
Jesus; it is used by the Synoptists of the piercing, scrutinising 
gaze of Jesus (Mt. 1926, Mk. 1021• 27, Lk. 2017), and of His 
" looking " upon Peter after his denial. 

It is plain from this verse (cf. 21 16· 17 and Mt. 1617) that 
Simon was known as" Simon, son of John," to distinguish him 
from others bearing the common personal name "Simon." 
By the Synoptists he is generally called "Peter," but oftm 
simply " Simon " ; in the lists of -the apostles it being added 
that he was surnamed" Peter" (Mt. 102, Mk. J16, Lk. 614), this 
addition being necessary to distinguish him from the other 
apostle called Simon. The designation '' Simon Peter " marks 
a later date than " Simon " simply ; and it is noteworthy that 
while in Jn. he is described as l{µ.wv ITfrpo, 17 times (see 
further on 1815), this double name appears in the Synoptists 
only at Mt. 1616 (a passage peculiar to Mt. and later than the 
Marean tradition) and at Lk. 58•2 

Jn. states here that Jesus gave Simon the Aramaic name or 
nickname of Kephas, which became IIfrpo, in Greek, when 
He saw him for the first time, discerning his strong character 
at a glance. Mk. (J16) rather suggests (although he does not 
say expressly) that Simon was given the name of Peter when he 
was selected as one of the Twelve, much as John and James 
were called Boanerges or "sons of thunder." This is not 
suggested, however, in the lists of the apostles in Lk. (614'·) and 

1 Cf. Introd., p. cxxxiv. 
2 See a full note on " The Names of St. Peter" in Hort, I Peter, 

p. 152. 
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43· Tjj hravpwv ~0EAYJ<TEV Ue>..Bliv d, T~V ra>..t>..aCav, Kat 
evp{<TK£L <l>{At1T1TOV. KaL Al.yn almj b 'IYJ<TOV, 'AKoAovBei JJ,OL. 44. ~v 

Mt. (102; Mt. has llJJ,wv b AE}OJJ,Evos- Ilfrpo,). It is obviously 
appropriate that Mt. should call the apostle " Simon Peter" 
(1616) when relating his great confession, and that Jesus, 
addressing him on that occasion as " Simon, son of John," 
should have reminded him of the name Kephas: uv e1 ITfrpo,, 
KaL E1TL mv711 -rii 1TETP'l- o1K00oJJ,~<TW JJ,OV T~V EKKAYJ<T{av. Jn. may 
have ante-dated the giving of the new and significant name, 
but there is no proof of this. 

To give a new name in the O.T. history sometimes marked 
the beginning of a new relation to God; e.g. Jacob was called 
Israel (Gen. 3228), and Abram became Abraham (Gen. 175), 

after a spiritual crisis {cf. also Isa. 622 6515). When adult 
converts from heathenism are baptized, they are given a new 
name for a similar reason. But there is no evidence that it 
is in Jn.'s mind to suggest this when he recalls that Jesus called 
Simon, Kephas, "the rock man," 1 although such an inference 
might be drawn from Mt. 1616f· if it stood alone. Jn.'s narrative 
here is quite simple, and there is no subtlety in the telling. 
See, however, on 669 . 

The Aramaic name Kephas (perhaps the same as Kaz"aphas) 
is familiar in Paul, who uses it to designate Simon always in 
1 Cor. (1 12 322 95 1s5) and generally in Gal. (1 18 29• 11• 14 ; but 
cf. 27• 8). It appears in no other Gospel but Jn., and the re
tention of the Aramaic ~El':J is a touch that could hardly have 
occurred to any one whose mother speech was not Aramaic 
(see on vv. 38, 41, and cf. p. lxxix). By the end of the first 
century Simon was best known as Ilfrpo,, and he has been 
generally called by this name ever since. 

The call of Phzlzp and Nathanael (vv. 43-51) 

43. Tfi lvaup,ov, z".e. on Day v. of this eventful week (see 
on v. 9), 'Jesus resolved to go forth into Galilee; for l~e>..8eLv 
Els riJv ra>.t>.a(av cf. 443, and note that Jesus is now on the 
E. side of Jordan. Either as He was starting, or on the way, 
He found Philip, who was a Galihean like Andrew and Peter, 
and who was probably brought into touch with Him by their 
means. 

The rec. text adds o 'lYJuovs- after ~0EAYJ<Tev, omitting the 
name after avT<i,, but the better reading (~ABW®) omits it after 
~el.>..YJ<TEv and inserts it after aimp. 

Thus, we might suppose from the order of the words that 
1 See Moffatt, Introd., p. 524. 
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0£ o <I>{AUT'ITOS d7TO B718uai:8a, £K Tijs 7TOAEW, 'Avoplou Kat IIlTpov. 
45· e{;p{<TK£L <l>{At1T1TOS TOV Na0ava~A Kal >..iyn aime ''Ov lypm/;ev 

the subject of ~0lA1J<TEv and E{;p{uKn is not o 'I-1'/uoiis, but IIfrpos, 
who has been mentioned immediately before. Then we should 
have the attractive sequence: Andrew finds Peter, Peter finds 
Philip, Philip (in his turn) finds Nathanael (v. 45), all being 
fellow-Galil:eans and friends. But if IIfrpo, is the subject of 
etJpiuKn, it must also be the subject of ~0iA1J<TEv. 

44. Philip is said to be d1ro B118ua"i8a, i.e. from Bethsaida 
Julias, at the N .E. end of the Lake of Galilee (see on 61• 16 1221). 

Bethsaida had been rebuilt by Philip, tetrarch of ltunea 
(Lk. 31), as Josephus records (Antt. xviii. 2. 1); and it is pos
sible that the apostle Philip was named after the ruler of the 
district. 

After B718uai:8a, Jn. adds t!K njs 1ro>..lws 'Av8plou Kal nfrpou. 
The house of Andrew and Peter was not at Bethsaida, but at 
Capernaum (Mk. 1 21 • 29), a town which Jn. mentions, 2 12 446 

617• 24• 59, and of which he knew the situation precisely. The 
discrepancy is unimportant. 

Attempts have been made to distinguish in Jn. between 
d1To, as indicating habitation, and lK, birthplace (see Abbott, 
Diat. 2289). If this could be sustained, we might say that 
Philip was a native of Capernaum, whose home was at Bethsaida. 
But it appears from 633• 38• 41 i 2, that ilrro and lK are used almost 
interchangeably, as they were beginning to be in Greek authors 
generally. Cf. Ps. 1401, 

lfEAOV fLE lf &v0pw1TOU 1TOV1JpOV 
0.11"0 dvopos o.UKoU piiua{ fLE, 

where no distinction can be traced. Moulton-Milligan, s.v. 
lK, quote from papyri the phrase oi lK Tij, Kwµ,71, of the inhabi
tants (not necessarily the natz"ves) of a village. See further 
on 111• 

dKo>..ou8ei 11oi. This probably means no more, in this con
text, than that Jesus asked for Philip's company on the journey 
into Galilee. The same call was afterwards addressed to others 
with a more exacting meaning (cf. Mk. 214, Mt. 822 1921, and 
especially Jn. 2119). 

It has been suggested that Philip is to be identified with the 
disciple who wished to bury his father before he obeyed the call 
to follow (Mt. 822), but this is mere conjecture. 

45. Nathanael is a Hebrew name, ,~~J.:l~, meaning '' God 
has given," the equivalent of the Greek The;dore. He was of 
Cana of Galilee (21 2), and it was perhaps there that Philip 
found him, as Cana is the next place mentioned (21). 
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Mwiiuij, EV T4i VOP.<t> Kat oi 1rpo<p~Tal Evp~Kap.Ev, '117crovv VlOV TOV 
'Iwcr~cp TOV 0.1r0 Na(apfr. 46. Kat E!7rEV aime Na0ava~>.. 'EK 
Na(apt.T i>vvaTaL n o.ya0ov E!vat; AEyEt a&ie o <1>{>..i1r1ro, "Epxov 
Kat li>E. 4 7. £io£v 'I17crov, TOV Na0ava~>.. EPXDP,£VOV 1rpo, avrov Kat 

Nathanael has been identified, e.g. by Renan and Zahn, 
with Bartholomew, because (1) in the Synoptic lists of the 
apostles, Philip is associated with Bartholomew as he is here 
with Nathanael, and (2) while the name Nathanael does not 
occur in the Synoptists, Bartholomew (which is only a 
patronymic, Bar Tholmai) is not found in Jn. 

This group of disciples are represented as students of the 
O.T. As Andrew says, "We have found the Messiah" (v. 41), 
so Philip says, "We have found Him of whom Moses and the 
prophets wrote." This is what was explained to the disciples 
at Emmaus (Lk. 2427). The reference to "Moses" includes 
at any rate Deut. 1815• 

The Person in whom these prophecies were fulfilled is 
described by Philip as "Jesus, a son of Joseph (not the son, 
Tov v1ov of the rec. text being erroneous), the man from 
Nazareth." It is certain that the author of the Fourth Gospel 
did not regard Jesus as a " son of Joseph "; for him Jesus was 
µ.ovoy£v~, 0Eo, (v. 18). But he does not stay to explain that 
Philip's confession fell short of the truth, just as he does not 
comment on the query, "Is not this Jesus the son of Joseph?" 
(642). Jn. is sure that his readers are of one mind with himself 
as to the Divinity of Jesus, and that they will not misunderstand. 
This characteristic of Jn.'s style has been called "the irony of 
St. John," 1 and it appears several times. (Cf. 642 73S 1828 1919.) 

Tov 1hro Nutupfr. "The man from Nazareth" (so Acts 
1037) was the natural designation of Jesus by those who only 
knew where He lived (see on 185). "Jesus of Nazareth" is 
still a descriptive phrase on the lips of many who are assured 
that He was 0£o, EK 0£ov. 

46. Nathanael's rejoinder has been taken by some to be a 
meditative comment on what Philip has said rather than a 
question, viz. "Some good might come out of Nazareth." 
But the order of the words is in favour of it being taken inter
rogatively, "Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" 
Nazareth is not mentioned in the O.T., so that there was nothing 
to connect the place with the prophecies of Messiah. See on 
741• 52• But Nathanael's question has something of scorn in it, 
as if Nazareth had a bad name; however, of this there is no 
evidence. Nathanael was of Cana, and the rivalry between 
neighbouring villages might account for his expression of 

1 Salmon, Introd. to N.T., p. 280; cf. p. xxxiv above. 
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MyEt 7rEpt aln-ov ~me &)...-q0w,; 'Iupa'Y}AEfr'Y}'o, £V 0 86>-..o,; OVK £<TTLV. 
48. >-..lyei avT<f Na0ava~A Il60ev J.LE yivw<TKEL'o; d7rEKp{0'Y} 'l'YJ<TOV'o 
Kat ei1rev avT<p Ilpo TOV <TE "1>{>-..i1r1rov cf,wv~<Tat 61/Ta V'lrO T~V <TVK~V 

incredulity as to Nazareth being a prophet's home. That he 
does not seem to have heard of Jesus before shows how retired 
His life had been before He began His public ministry. 

47. There is no suggestion that Jesus overheard Nathanael's 
incredulous query. He speaks from His previous knowledge 
of the man (v. 48). 

'£SE. See on v. 29. 
d.}u18ws 'lupa71>..eLTTJS lv ~ 86>..os o~K luTLv. Isaac complained 

of Jacob's guile (86-\.o,, Gen. 2735) ; but that was before he 
received the new name of Israel and had a vision of heavenly 
things. The Psalmist hails as blessed the man " in whose 
spirit there is no guile " (Ps. 322); and of the ideal Servant of 
Yahweh it was declared, '' neither was any guile found in his 
mouth" (Isa. 5J9). Thus he who is truly an Israelite (cf. 
Rom. 2 29), representing Israel at its best, must be without guile, 
and such a man Nathanael was declared by Jesus to be. 

Jn. has &>-..'Y/0w,; again, 4 42 614 726• 40 831, 1 Jn. 26• 

48. ir68ev p.e ywwuKEL,; " Whence do you know me ? " 
Nathanael had overheard the remark of Jesus, and expresses 
wonder that He should have known anything about him. 

yivwuKew is a favourite word with Jn., occurring about 
twice as frequently as it does in the Synoptists, which is all the 
more remarkable as Jn. never uses the noun yvwui,; (Lk. 177 1152, 

and often in Paul). For the supposed distinction between 
£1/llvai and yivwuKeiv, see on v. 26; cf. 2 24• 

cl.irEKp. '171. ~@ insert o before 'I'Y}uov,;, but om. ABLWI'a; 
see on vv. 29, 50. 

irpo Too ue <1>(>..mirov cl>wviia'.at. cf,wve'iv is the word used in 
Jn. for calling any one by his personal name or usual title; 
cf. io3 1128 1217 1313 1833_ 

.'.11ro niv uuKiiv et8av uE, " I saw thee under the fig tree." 
wo js not found with the acc. elsewhere in Jn. (see on v1r0Ka.Tw in 
v. 50). Perhaps it indicates here that Nathanael had withdrawn 
to the shelter of the fig tree, under which Jesus had seen him. 

uiro T~v uuKiiv. The fig tree is a very familiar object in 
Palestine, where it was specially valued for the grateful shade 
of its leaves. National tranquillity is often pictured by the 
image of every man sitting '' under his vine and under his fig 
tree" (1 Kings 4 25, Mic. 44, 1 Mace. 1412). When Jesus says to 
Nathanael, "When thou wast under the fig tree," i.e. probably 
the fig tree in the precincts of his own house, He alludes to some 
incident of which the evangelist gives no explanation. What-
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EibOv (T£. 49. d7r<Kpi0ri UVT<f N a0ava~A 'P a/3 /3 d, UV El b vio, TOV 
®wv, UV {3auLAEVS El TOV 'Iupa~,\. 50. d7rEKpi0ri 'Iriuov, Kill ei1rEV 

ever it was, the fact that Jesus should have known it impressed 
Nathanael so much that he broke out into the confession, " Thou 
art the Son of God, Thou art the King of Israel." The power 
which Jesus had of reading the secrets of men's hearts is alluded 
to again, 224. 25 419. 29. 

This episode has been compared 1 with the story of the 
prolonged meditation of Gautama under the Bodhi tree, where 
he attained Buddha-hood, and thenceforward began to gather 
disciples. But there is no real parallel. It was not Jesus, 
but His disciple Nathanael, who meditated under the fig tree, 
nor is there any hint (as in the Buddha legend) that Jesus 
received " enlightenment " thus. 

Cheyne 2 gets rid of the fig tree by the supposition that 
there has been a misreading of an Aramaic original, the words 
i~01;10 i1J;l~1, "when thou wast making supplication," being 
mistaken for m~l'l,1 nnl'l nm~, " when thou wast under the 

T •• ! - - - - - ' 

fig tree." This is not convincing. 
Other fanciful hypotheses about Nathanael are that the 

incident indicated here is another version of the story of 
Zacchreus in the sycamore tree (Abbott, Diat. 33 7 5 f.); or that 
in him we are to see a figure symbolical of Paul, an Israelite who 
broke through the prejudices of his early training (sufficiently 
answered by Moffatt, Introd. to N.T., p. 565); or that we are to 
equate him with the Beloved Disciple (cf. Introd., p. xxxvii). 
But the simplest interpretation is the best. Nathanael was a 
real figure, and his call was vivid in the mind of the aged disciple 
whose recollections are behind the Fourth Gospel. 

49. 'Pa.j3/M. See on v. 38. 
CTU et 6 ULO'i, TOU 8eou. Cf. Peter's UV el b a-yw,;; TOV 0eov 

(669), and Martha's UV el b XptuTo,, b vio, TOV 0eov (11 27); and 
see below on v. 51. Nathanael sees in Jesus One who has 
displayed a wonderful knowledge of his past life (cf. 419• 29), and 
so he identifies Him with the expected Messiah. For the title 
b vio,;; TOV 0wv, see on v. 34 above. 

uu j3a.ut>.eu<, Et Toil 'lupa.~>.. This, to us, is a lesser title 
than o vio, Tov 0wv, but not so to Nathanael; see on 1 213• 
Nathanael has been hailed by Jesus as an "Israelite," a worthy 
and representative son of Israel, and he replies out of the fulness 
of his heart, " Thou art the King of Israel," and therefore 
Nathanael's King. Both Messianic titles, " Son of God" and 
" King of Israel," have their roots in Ps. 2. 

1 By Seydel. See D.C.G., ii. 288. 
•E.B., s.v. "Nathanael." 
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am-4' ·o-n e!1rov <Toi O'Tt e!Bov <TE 1J7f0KUTW T~<; <TVK~,, 'lf((TTElJH<;; p,d{w 
TOVTWY oif!r,. 5 r. Kat Aeyei avnp 'Ap,~v ap,~v Aeyw vp,,v, oif!eu0e 

50. d1reKpL811 '111. Kal et1rev. In the Synoptists (except at 
Mk. 728) the formula is o a1r0Kpi0el, el1rw, but in Jn. the 
almost invariable use is " answered and said," two co-ordinate 
verbs being used (see on v. 26). In the LXX both constructions 
are found. 

Burney (Aramaic Origin, etc., p. 53) claims a1reKp{0YJ 'lYJ. 
Kat eT1rev as a literal rendering of an Aramaic original, as it 
is in Theodotion's Daniel. The constr., however, is common 
in the LXX, where the original is Hebrew (not Aramaic), e.g. 
1 Sam. 1428 1922, 2 Chron. 2931 3415, Joel 219 (of Yahweh). 
A more plausible argument for an Aramaic original of Jn. is 
found by Burney in the large number of asyndeton sentences. 
This is a specially Aramaic (not a Hebrew) characteristic. 
If, however, the narrative parts of the Gospel were dictated 
(as we hold to be probable) by one to whom Aramaic was 
his native language, we should expect to find them reproduced 
sometimes in Greek with an Aramaic flavour. 

'111aou§ often-perhaps generally-takes the def. art. in 
Jn. (see on v. 29) ; but the phrase a1reKp,()YJ 'IYJcrov, is common, 
e.g. 410 314. 64 93 ii· 36 1 g34. 36, etc. 

iln et1T<lv aoL iln KT'.>.. The second on introduces the words 
actually said. The first on is " because," a favourite use 
with Jn., and is here employed suspensively at the beginning 
of the sentence, as again at 1419 1519 166 2029 (and also in the 
Apocalypse; cf. Abbott, Diat. 2176): 

tiiroKa.Tw is not found again in Jn. ; it is more emphatic than 
il1ro of v. 48, and perhaps indicates concealment "under the 
cover of the fig tree." But the variation il1ro T~v uvK~v ••• 
v1r0Ka.Tw T~, uvK~, is thoroughly J ohannine ; when repeating a 
phrase, Jn. is apt to alter it slightly, either by a change in the 
order of the words, or by using a different word. 

p.eltw TouTwv oi!in• Perhaps there is an allusion here to the 
designation of Nathanael as &.AYJ0w, 'fopaYJAEfrYJ, (v. 4 7 ). Jacob, 
to whom the name of '' Israel " was given, was pre-eminently 
a man of vision. The ancient (although erroneous) interpreta
tion of his new name equated it with ~~ ;,~', W'~ uir uidens 
Deum. This etymology was adopted by Phii~, wh~, comment
ing on the story of Jacob at Peniel (Gen. 32), says (de somn. i. 
2 r) : '' He compels him to wrestle, until He has imparted to him 
irresistible strength, having changed his ears into eyes, and 
called this newly modelled type, Israel, i e. one who sees" 
('Iu,,ri1>.., opwna). 

Nathanael, who is "an Israelite indeed," must also be a man 
VOL. I.-5 
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of vision, and the vision which is promised him is greater even 
than that which he has already recognised, viz. that Jesus is 
" the King of Israel " (v. 49). 

51. K«l >..Eyu auT<?, 'Ap.~v dp.~v >..Eyw {,p.Lv. Despite the 
singular avT4', the plural v,,_'iv suggests that the words which 
follow were addressed to others besides Nathanael. When 
Jesus prefaces a saying addressed to an individual by this 
solemn introduction, He is represented by Jn. as putting it in 
the form &.,,_;JV &.,,_~v >..lyw uoi (33• 5• 11 21 18). Further, although 
the promise is in the singular l'-"{'w TovTwv Jiftv, the vision is 
described as to be seen by more than one, Jif,tau0£ KTA. 
Nathanael is only one of those who are to see '' the heaven 
opened and the angels ascending and descending," etc. 

dp.~v dp.~v >..Eyw {,p.'iv. The authority with which Jesus was 
accustomed to speak has been noted above (Introd., p. ex). 
His authoritative manner of speech is indicated sometimes in 
the Synoptists by the mere addition of )l.lyw uot or )..lyw v,,_'iv, 
e.g. Mk. 211 n24, Lk. 524 627 J28 1012. 24 n8· 9 etc., Mt. s" 1618 

21 43 2339 etc. This is often found in the expanded form 6.JL~v 
M.yw VJL'iv (30 times in Mt., 13 in Mk., and 6 in Lk., who also 
translates jr.l~ by va{, 6.A7J0ws or br' 6.A7J0da,). Jn. always gives 
it in the form 6.JL~V 6.JL~V Alyw VJL'iv (25 times; cf. 435 1333 for 
)..lyw VJL'iv simply). In Jn. the formula is usually associated 
with sayings not given by the Synoptists; but cf. J5 1J16• 20• It 
is clear from the Gospels that this was a characteristic usus 
loquendi of the Lord (Himself the Amen, Rev. 314 ; cf. Isa. 6516), 

who never rested His sayings on the authority of other masters, 
as the Rabbinical habit was, but spoke as One possessed of 
the secrets of life. 

Why the &.,,_~v is doubled in the J ohannine reports cannot 
be confidently explained. There are instances in the other 
Gospels of Jesus repeating at the beginning of a sentence 
the name of the person addressed, for greater emphasis, e.g. 
Martha, Martha (Lk. 1041), Simon, Sz'mon (Lk. 2231), Eloi, 
Eloz' (Mk. 1534); but this does not provide an exact parallel. 
It would appear that &.,,_~v was for Him a form of solemn 
attestation (see also on 421); and it may be that the solemnity 
was emphasised by Him sometimes by doubling the &.,,_~v. He 
forbade oaths (cf. 421), but where people wished to be emphatic 
He allowed them to say Yea, yea, val va{ (Mt. 537), and this 
is Verily, verily.1 See Lk. 726 n 51 for va{ as equivalent to 
&.JL~v. Hence, in Mt. 537, Jesus recommends as a form of 
solemn affirmation &.,,_~v 6.JL~v, which we find from the report of 

1 Allen, in Matthew 537, writes : "The Talmud Sanhed. 36& discusses 
whether Yes and No are oaths, and decides that they are oaths if 
repeated twice." 
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T0v oUpavOv &v€~y0Ta Kal ToOs dyye'A.ous TOU 0eoU dva.(3a.CvoVTa.S Ka.L 
KO.Ta~o.LvovTO.S £1rl. T0v YiOv roV &.v0p0rrrov. 

Jn. to have been frequently adopted by Himself. The duplica
tion of dµ,~v impressed the disciple, who remembered it, the 
Synoptic record having lost this characteristic feature. 

In Jn. (as in the Synoptic Gospels, where >..lyw ilµ,'iv only 
or <i.µTJV Aeyw ilJLLV is found) d.µ,~v dµ,~v AEyw vµ,1,v, while special 
emphasis is laid on the words which follow, always carries a 
reference to what has gone before--either a reply to an obser
vation (e.g. 3 3 626• 32 5 19 8 34• 58 1338 ; cf. Mk. 1029, Mt. 2634), or an 
explanation and expansion of something that has alrea<;ly been 
said (e.g. 151 

5
24. 25 101., 1224 1316. 20. 21 1 620. 23 1412 ; cf. Mk. 

1330, Mt. 2613). Even 8 51 goes back to 8 43, 6 47 to 6 40, 5 25 to 5 24, 

although the connexion is not so obvious. But it is important 
to observe that in Jn. the prelude dµ,~v dµ,~v 11.iyw vµ,iv never 
introduces a new saying unrelated to what precedes (see on 
101). In like manner in the O.T. we find d.µ,~v prefacing 
a responsive agreement to something that has been already 
said (1 Kings 1 36, Neh. 5 13, Jer. 115); or in its doubled form, 
d.µ,~v d.µ,~v, as concluding a sort of liturgical response (Num. 522 , 

Judith 1320, Ps. 4113). But in the O.T. we do not find d.µ,~v 
used at the beginning of a sentence, to strengthen what is to 
follow. 

The phrase d.,r' apn (for which see on 1J19) is prefixed to 
oifmr0E by Ar~® and the Syriac vss., but is omitted by 
~BLW latt., etc., and must be rejected. It has been added by 
scribes because of a misunderstanding of the meaning of the 
words which follow (cf. Mt. 2664). The vision which is 
described is not one which was to be revealed henceforth, i.e. 
from the time of speaking; it was for the future, perhaps the 
distant future. 

01"eu8e. o,rToµ,ai (but not opav in the pres. or perf. tenses) 
is always used in Jn. (336 1140 1616, 1 Jn. 32) of the vision of 
heavenly or spiritual realities, as distinct from a seeing with 
the eyes of the body. The same usage is common in the rest 
of the N.T., but there are exceptions (e.g. Acts 726 2025). For 
the difference in usage between 011"Toµ,ai and 0ewpeiv, see on 
2 23, and cf. Abbott (Diat. 1307, 1597 f.). 

01"eu8e Tov oilpavov dve'l)yom KTX. We can hardly doubt 
that some words here are taken from the story of Jacob's vision 
at Bethel, viz. KA{µ,a~ EUT'¥Jpiyµ,lv.,, fr rfi yij, -qc; -q KEcpaA~ d.cpiKvE'iTo 
elc; TOV o~pav6v, Ka£ ol ayyEAOL TOV 0rnv d.vl/3aivov Kal KaTt
{3aivov ;_,r' a~~... o «lle Kvpwc; f.11"EUT~PLKTO l,r' a~c; Kal El71"EV KTA. 
(Gen. 2812• 13). It is, however, remarkable that no Christian 
writer before Augustine seems to have noticed that Jn. r51 
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is, in part, a quotation (see, for the patristic interpretations 
of the passage, Additional Note, p. 70 f.). The promise to 
Nathanael, as an " Israelite indeed," that he (with others) 
shall see angelic visions, is couched in terms which recall 
the vision of Jacob, the father of his race, of whom Nathanael 
is no unworthy descendant. That the vision of Bethel 
was seen by Jacob before he received the new and pregnant 
name of Israel does not constitute a difficulty, for we are 
not concerned with the detaz"ls of Jacob's vision. The evan
gelist's report does not indicate that he thought of it as/ ulfilled 
in Nathanael. The words ascribed to Jesus have to do with 
Jacob's vision only in so far as they suggest to Nathanael that 
he was not the first Israelite to have visions of heaven and the · 
angels. 

What is to be the occasion of the vision promised to Nathanael 
and his companions ? The direction in which an answer must 
be sought is indicated by the use, for the first time, in the Gospel 
of the strange designation of Jesus as " the Son of Man." We 
have already seen (Introd., p. cxxvii) that the title "the Son of 
Man," applied by Jesus to Himself, most frequently appears in 
eschatological passages, which have reference to His final and 
glorious Advent, after which His indestructible kingdom is to 
be fully established (cf. Dan. 713). The vision of this Advent 
seems to be what is promised to Nathanael and his believing 
companions. Nathanael is represented as acknowledging 
that Jesus is "the Son of God, the King of Israel" (v. 49), 
t'.e. that He is the Messiah as looked for under the aspect of 
King, the " political " Messiah (see on v. 34) of Israel's hope. 
But there was a higher conception than this, a more spiritual 
picture than that of an earthly prince; and it was to this (as 
suggested by the words of Dan i 3) that Jesus pointed His 
followers, when He spoke of Himself as the Son of Man. It 
was a greater thing to see Him as the Son of Man than as the 
King of Israel. The vision which would be the condemnation 
of the high priest who presumed to condemn Jesus, viz. ol{mr0E 
'TOY VLOV 'TOV &.v0pw1rov £K O£t{uw Ka0~µ£VOV 'T~, Ovva.µ£w, Kai lpx6µ£vov 
µ£Ta 'TWV V£<p£Awv 'TOV o-ripavov (Mk. 1462), would be the reward of 
disciples who faithfully accepted Him as the Messiah. 

The parallel to this passage in the Synoptists is the promise 
which followed upon the confession of Peter and the rest. 
Peter's confession, like that of Nathanael, was uu £l o Xpi(J"J'6,, 
and in making it he was the spokesman of the others. And the 
promise which follows is the counterpart of the promise to 
Nathanael, viz. : '' The Son of Man shall come in the glory of 
His Father with His angels. . . . Verily I say unto you, There 
be some of them that stand here which shall in no wise taste of 



I. 51.] THE CALL OF PHILIP AND NA THAN AEL 69 

death, till they see the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom " 
(Mt. 1627• 28 ; cf. Mk. 838 91, Lk. 926• 27). The parallelism with 
Jn. 151 is remarkable, and the difficulty of explaining both 
passages (for they are left unexplained by the evangelists) 
shows that, alike in the Synoptists and in Jn., they embody a 
genuine reminiscence or tradition.1 See on 669 for Jn.'s version 
of Peter's confession. 

There is in Jn. a third confession of faith, which should be 
placed beside that of Nathanael and that of Peter, viz. that of 
Martha (n27), who says <TV e! l:, Xpt<TTo,, 0 vio, TOV 0eov, 0 d, TOJ/ 

KO<Tp.ov lp,xoµ.evo,. No reply of Jesus is recorded until we 
reach v. 40, when He says, with apparent reference to her 
previous confession, '' Said I not unto thee, that if thou be
lievedst, thou shouldest see the glory of God ? " That is, 
again, as in the case of Nathanael, Vision is the reward of 
Faz"th: the vision of the Divine glory, as exhibited in the power 
over death which Jesus had (see note on 1140). 

The attempts which have been made to trace a detailed 
correspondence between what is said about Jacob's vision 
at Bethel and the vision promised to Nathanael are quite 
unsuccessful. Nathanael, it must be borne in mind, is here 
typified by Jacob or Israel as "the man who sees.'' It is, 
therefore, impossible to take Jacob as the type of Christ or the 
Son of Man; and this rules out several modern interpretations. 
E.g., to take (see Meyer) the angels ascending and descending 
as typical of the continuous intercourse between God and Christ, 
the Father and the Son (see on 519 657), presupposes that Jacob at 
Bethel typifies Christ, not to mention that the idea of the inter
course between the Father and the Son being carried on by the 
ministry of angels is quite foreign to the Gospels. 

Burney 2 points out that the Hebrew i::i, which is rendered 
at Gen. 2813 l-,r' avr~, by the LXX, and by the English versions 
"on it," sc. on the ladder, might also be rendered "on him," 
sc. on Jacob. He cites a Midrash where this interpretation is 
proposed, and where it is said of the angels at Bethel that they 
were ascending on high and looking at Jacob's ElKwv (which 
was in heaven), and then descending and finding his sleeping 
body. Burney suggests that the heavenly dKwv of Israel was 
the Son of Man, and that Gen. 2813 is quoted here by Jn. from 
the Hebrew, i:!l being rendered "on Him," i.e. the heavenly 
Ideal of Israel. If the heavens were opened, Nathanael would 

1 Both Justin (Apol. i. 6) and Iremeus (Dem. rn) speak of angels 
as following and attending the Son. Cf. J. A. Robinson, St. Irenceus 
and the Apostolic Preaching, pp. 27 ff. 

• Aramaic Origin, etc., p. II6; cf. for Rabbinical speculations 
about the angels and Jacob's ladder, Abbott, Diat. 2998 (xiii.). 
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then see the angels of God '' ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man." But, as we have said, Jn. certainly does 
not intend Jacob at Bethel to be taken as the type of the Son of 
Man, and so this interesting interpretation· does not help us. 

ADDITIONAL NOTE ON THE PROMISE TO NATHANAEL 

I. 51. No commentator before Augustine suggests any 
connexion between Gen. 2813 and Jn. 151• When the proneness 
of the early exegetes to seek O.T. testimonia is remembered, 
this is remarkable. A few passages may be cited to illustrate 
the various interpretations that were placed on both texts. 

(a) Philo, as one would expect, has much to say about 
Jacob's vision at Bethel (de somn. i. 22). Between heaven and 
earth, he says, there is the air, the abode of incorporeal souls, 
immortal citizens. The purest of the beings who pass to and 
fro are angels, who report the Father's orders to His children, 
and their needs to Him. Here(§ 23) is an image of man's soul, 
of which the foundation, as it were, is earthly (a'f.ufJ11<ns), but the 
head is heavenly (vovs). And the A6yoi of God move in
cessantly up and down, ascending that they may draw the 
soul heavenwards, condescending that they may impart life 
from above. This, despite some verbal similarities, has no 
bearing on the exegesis of Jn. 151• 

(b) Origen (c. Celsum, vi. 21) recalls the Platonist doctrine, 
favoured by Celsus, that souls can make their way to and from 
the earth through the planets, and speaks with approval of 
Philo's exposition of Gen. 2813 which has been cited above. 
He says that Gen. 2813 either refers to the Platonic view or to 
"something greater," but he does not explain what this is. 

(c) Origen quotes Jn. 151 several times. In Hom. in Luc. 
xxiii. (Lommatzsch, v. 178) he quotes it to show that visions of 
angels are seen only by those to whom special grace is given; 
and similarly in de Orat. 11 (Lommatzsch, xvii. 128) he says 
that the angels ascending and descending are visible only to 
eyes illuminated by the light of knowledge ( yvwuis). In another 
place (c. Celsum, i. 48) he interprets the phrase rov ofipavov 
<ivew-y6ra of the opening of the heavens at the Baptism of Christ, 
forgetting that Jn. represents the Baptism as prior to the call 
of Nathanael. In none of these passages is it suggested that 
Gen. 2813 had occurred to him as a parallel. 

(d) Tertullian refers twice to Jacob's ladder. Just as some 
men behave badly in time of persecution, and others well, so in 
Jacob's dream some mount to higher places, others go down to 
lower (de Fuga, 1). More interesting is his comment in another 
place (c. Marcion. iii. 24): By the vision of Jacob's ladder, with 
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God standing above, is shown the way to heaven, which some 
take and others fall from. " This," said Jacob, " is the gate of 
heaven," and the gate is provided by Christ. Tertullian never 
mentions Jn. 151 • It may be added that Cyprian quotes neither 
Gen. 2 813 nor Jn. 151 • 

(e) Iremeus (Dem. 45) says that Jacob's ladder signifies 
the Cross, "for thereby they that believe on Him go up to the 
heavens," adding that " all such visions point to the Son of 
God, speaking with men and being with men." He does not 
quote Jn. 151 anywhere. 

(f) Justin (Tryph. 58, 86) quotes in full the story of Jacob 
at Bethel. He urges that it was not God the Father who 
stood above the ladder (Gen. 2813), but the Angel of His 
presence; and he finds the type of Christ, not in the ladder, 
but in the stone which Jacob had used for a pillow, and which 
he anointed (Gen. 2818). He does not allude to Jn. 151• 

(g) Chrysostom (in foe.) regards the ministry of angels in 
Gethsemane (Lk. 2243) and the Resurrection (Jn. 2012) as a 
fulfilment of Jn. 151 , an inadequate explanation. In an obscure 
passage (in Col. ii. 5), he refers to Gen. 2813 as a sign of the 
Divine Sonship of Christ, but he does not associate it with 
Jn. 1 51 • 

(h) Jerome alludes to Jacob's ladder several times (e.g. 
Epp 98. 3, 118. 7, 123. 15, and Tract. de Ps. cxix.). It 
represents, he says, the Christian life, the Lord standing above 
holding out His hand to help those going up, and casting 
down the careless. Like Justin, he takes the stone of Jacob as 
a type of Christ the cornerstone; but he does not quote Jn. 151 

in this context. 
(i) Augustine is the first exegete to find in Jn. 151 an allusion 

to Gen. 2813. He, too, regards Jacob's stone as a type of 
Christ; and he suggests that the confession of Nathanael that 
Jesus is the Christ was like the anointing of the stone by Jacob 
(Gen. 2J18). The " angels, ascending and descending," 
typify the preachers of the Gospel. Augustine, however, intro
duces two ideas not altogether consistent with each other. 
First the angels " ascend and descend U:pon the Son of Man," 
because He is at once above and below, in heaven and on earth. 
'' Filius enim hominis sursum in capite nostro, quod est ipse 
Salvator; et Filius hominis deorsum in corpore suo, quod est 
Ecclesia." Secondly, he explains that the Ladder is a type of 
Christ, who said, "I am the Way"; and it is notable that 
Augustine is the first Christian writer to suggest this thought 
(c. Faustum, xii. 26). He refers again to the association 
between Gen. 2813 and Jn. 151 in de Civ. Dei, xvi. 39, and in 
Serm. cxxiii. 3, 4; but he does not elsewhere speak of Jacob's 
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II. I. Kat rfi ~µIp<[- -rii -rpfrv yaµo, lytv£TO lv Ka11a -rij, I'aXiXa{a,, 
Kat ~v ~ µ~nJp -rov 'I'IJCTDV £K£L• 2. £KA.~0'1} OE Kat o 'I'l}CTDV<; Kat oi 

ladder as typifying Christ. Augustine does not seem to be 
clear as to the correspondence between the details of Jacob's 
vision and the promise to Nathanael; and, in fact, the corre
spondence cannot be set out precisely. But his general idea 
has left its mark on modem exegesis. 

The Ffrst Sz"gn: the Marrz"age at Cana (II. 1-12) 

II. I. Cana of Galilee, to which the narrative now brings 
us, is named twice again in Jn. (446 212), but nowhere else in 
the N.T. It is mentioned by Josephus ( Vita, § 16) KWJJ-'IJ -rij, 
ra>..i>..a{ac; ~ 7rpOCTayop£V£TaL Kava, and is not to be confounded 
with another Cana in Ccelo-Syria. Its exact situation is not 
certain. The traditional site is Kefr Kenna, 3½ miles N.E. of 
Nazareth; but 'Az"n Kana, a little nearer Nazareth, and Khfrbet 
Kand, 8 miles N. of Nazareth, have also been suggested. 

Tfi ~pipit T'!J TPLTTJ. So I-IALA W, but B® and jam. 13 have 
-r'fi -rp[TTJ ~P-'P'l-· 

Jesus reached Cana on the third day after the call of Philip 
and Nathanael (143), when a start was made from the neighbour
hood of Bethabara for Galilee. This is a journey that would 
occupy two days (1 28), and no incident is recorded of the last 
day of travel. 

It has been pointed out (on 119) that we have in the first 
section of the Gospel (1 19 to 2 11) a record of six or (more prob
ably) of seven eventful days at the beginning of the public 
ministry of Jesus. Which of these days was the Sabbath ? 
Most probably it was the day of the call of Andrew and John, 
who" abode with Him that day" (139). There was no travel
ling, such as there was on the days of the journey from Bethany 
to Cana. If this be so, we reach an interesting coincidence, for 
then the day of the Marriage at Cana would be the fourth day 
of the week; and a Talmudical direction ordained that the 
marriage of a virgin should be on the fourth day,1 or our 
Wednesday. Marriage feasts in Palestine were, and are, 
generally held in the afternoon or evening. 

~ p.~TTJP Toil 'l'IJ. Jn. never gives her name (cf. 212 642 1925), 
just as he does not mention the name of John the son of Zebedee 
or that of James his brother. Mary, who had apparently some 
special interest in the wedding (23• 5), had come over to Cana 

1 So Lightfoot, Hor. Hebr., in loc. ; so too there is an old English 
rhyme which declares that for weddings Wednesday " is the best day 
of all.'' 
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from the neighbouring village, Nazareth, or from Capernaum 
(see 2 12) •. Perhaps it was the wedding of a relative, which would 
account for Jesus being invited to attend. 

Joseph is not mentioned, and it is probable that he was dead 
at this time. 

In a Sahidic apocryphal fragment edited by Forbes Robin
son,1 Mary is said to be the sister of the bridegroom's parents. 
The fragment (which seems to be part of a ,ermon on the 
Marriage at Cana) adds that the parents told Mary that the 
wine was failing, and asked her to use her influence with Jesus, 
who replied to her "in a kindly voice, Woman, what wilt thou 
with me?" (see on v. 4 below). According to this account, the 
waterpots were prepared that the guests might wash before the 
meal (see on v. 6). 

The Monarchian Preface to the Gospel (see Introd., p. lvii) 
begins: '' Hie est Iohannes euangelista unus ex discipulis dei, 
qui uirgo electus a deo est, quern de nuptiis uolentem nubere 
uocauit deus, etc." This legend that the bridegroom was 
John the son of Zebedee (whose mother Salome was sister of 
Mary) had much currency in later times. That Jesus had 
dissuaded John from marriage is told in the second-century 
Gnostic Acts of John (§ n3). 

2. JJ,«81JT«L In all the Gospels the followers of Jesus are 
so described, the title sometimes indicating members of the 
apostolic Twelve or all of them, sometimes being used in a 
wider sense. Thus in Mk. 2 15 J7, Mt. 821, Lk. 6 13, Jn. 6 60• 61 • 66 

2030, p.a011rn{ is not restricted to the Twelve. 
At first the followers of Jesus were called oi p.«8YJrnt a&ov, 

thus distinguishing them from the disciples of other Rabbis 
(cf. on 1 35); but as time went on they began to be described 
absolutely as oi p.«0YJrn{, '' the disciples " being a Christian 
phrase which no one would mistake. The earlier description 
is found in Mk., as is natural, much oftener than the later, and 
the same habit of phrase is found in Jn. 2 

Thus oi p.«0YJTat avrov stands for the general body of the 
apostles in 63· 8. 12. 16. 22. 24 124. 16 1323 1 617. 29 1 31. 19. 25 2025, 

and perhaps 21 2• The phrase is used in a wider sense at 
2 17. 22 42 660. 61,66, and perhaps 322• At 48• 27 92 it is not clear 
which or how many of oi p.«0YJrnt avTov were present, and the 
same is true of the present verse. 

The later phrase, oi p.«0YJrn{, used absolutely, is only applied 
once in Jn. to the collected Twelve (1J5, followed consequenti
ally by 1322). It often stands for the disciples already mentioned, 
e.g. 2010 (two), 214• 12 (seven), 2019• 20 (ten). At 431• 33 and 

1 Coptic Apocryphal Gospels, p. 164. 
a Cf. Turner, ]. T.S., April 1925, p. 236. 
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u 7• s. 12• 54 (and perhaps 2018), in like manner, oi p.a0TJm[ 
indicates only the disciples present on the occasion, whose 
number is not specified. oi p.a0TJm[ is used in the widest sense 
at 2030, as including all the eye-witnesses of Jesus' works. 

It is plain from a comparison of these passages that not 
only does Jn. follow the earlier rather than the later phrase 
when speaking of the Twelve, but that p.a0TJm[ is often used 
by him when the Twelve are not in the picture. 

Jn. tells nothing of the selection of the Twelve, although 
he has oi 8w8£Ka as a distinctive description of them (667• 7o. 71 

2024 ; cf. 613). He never gives the title &.1ro<rTo.\oi to the Twelve, 
the word &.1ro<rT0Ao, only occurring 1J16 in its general sense of 
" one that is sent "; cf. 2021 . 

There is nothing to indicate that oi p.a01Jm'i avTov in this 
verse is meant to include all the new disciples, five in number, 
that have been named in the preceding chapter. Jesus asked 
Philip (143) to accompany Him to Galilee, and Nathanael was 
himself of Cana. These two may be assumed to have been 
present. Perhaps, also, John the son of Zebedee, whom we 
have identified with the unnamed disciple of 1 37, was there; 
for there are hints that the narrative goes back to an eye
witness (see on v. 6). But there is nothing to suggest that the 
brothers Andrew and Peter were present. And the absence 
of any mention of this incident in Mk., which is based on 
Peter's reminiscences, would be natural if Peter was not a wit
ness of it. 

In any case, as Jesus had not yet declared Himself for what 
He was, and as the " disciples" had been attracted only during 
the previous week, it is not likely that they were invited to the 
wedding in their capacity as His disciples. They were probably 
present as friends of the bride and bridegroom. Nothing in the 
narrative supports the suggestion of some commentators that 
they were unexpected guests, and that the failure of the wine 
was due to this sudden addition to the wedding party. 

iK>..~811 is perhaps to be rendered "there had been bidden," 
as if it were a pluperfect. 

3. For uaTEp~aa.nos o'tvou (~a ABL W ~®) is found in ~* a b .f/2 
a Western paraphrase, oTvov ovK ElXofl, Jn <TUVETEA£<T07) b oTvo, Tov 
yap.ov, £1m . . • For otvov o&K exouaw at the end of the verse, 
~* has accordingly substituted oivo, ovK l<rnv. 

Wine was always provided on occasions of rejoicing (cf. 
Gen. 1418); and there was a Jewish saying, "Without wine 
there is no joy" (Pesachim, 109"). That there should not be 
enough for the guests would be deemed unfortunate; and Mary, 
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fL~T'YJP TOV 'IYJ<TOV 1rpo,;; a~6v Oivov OUK :xov<TLV, 4. Kai >..ly£t a<,rij 
o 'IYJ<Tov, T{ eµol Kai <To{, yvvai; oi'51rw ~KEt ~ ifipa µ,ov, 5. >..lyEt ~ 

who is represented as having some kind of authority in the 
house, or at any rate as sufficiently intimate to give orders to the 
servants (v. 5), calls the attention of Jesus to the deficiency. 
That she should tell Hz'm of this, rather than the host or the 
" governor of the feast," suggests at least that she had un
bounded trust in His resourcefulness. But probably something 
more is meant. Jesus had now for the first time gathered 
disciples round Him, and Mary may well have thought that the 
time had come for Him to show Himself for what she knew 
Him to be. 

X.l.yu ... 'll'po,; aih6v. The more usual constr. >..lyEL a<,Tf, 
occurs in the next line. The constr. '7rp6, nva after >..iyELv is 
not found in Mk., Mt., the Apocalypse, or the Johannine 
Epistles, but it is often found in Jn. (3'1 415• 48, 49 65 ?50 831) as 
well as in Lk. 

4. TL lJJ,ol Kal aol; is a phrase, translated from the Hebrew, 
occurring several times in the Greek Bible, and always sug
gestive of diversity of opinion or interest. Thus in Judg. 1112 

J ephthah says TL ,p.,oi Kal <To{; in hostile challenge to the King 
of the Ammonites. David (2 Sam. 1610) says T{ ep,o1 Kal vp,'iv; 
to the sons of Zeruiah, meaning that he does not agree with 
their advice. The Woman of Sarepta (1 Kings 1718) reproaches 
Elijah with the same phrase. Elisha uses it in declining to help 
King Jehoram (2 Kings 313). Neco, King of Egypt, says to 
Josiah, TL ep.,oi Kat <To£; meaning, " Why should we fight ? 
I am not marching against you" (2 Chron. 3521). And in Mk. 57 

the man with the unclean spirit says the same thing to Jesus, 
'' Why do you concern yourself with me ? Let me alone " 
(cf. Mk. 1 24, Mt. 829). 

The phrase does not always imply reproach, but it suggests 
it. Here it seems to be a gentle suggestion of misunderstanding: 
" I shall see to that; it will be better that you should leave it to 
me." This is the view of Irerneus: "Dominus repellens eius 
intempestivam festinationem, dixit, etc." (Heer. iii. 17. 7). 

yuvat, as a vocative, does not convey any idea of rebuke 
or reproach, as is clear from the tender yvvai, tOE b vi6, <Tov of 
1926. It was thus that Augustus addressed Cleopatra (Dio, Ii. 
12. 5) and Ulysses addressed Penelope (Odyssey, 19. 555). But, 
nevertheless, that Jesus should call His mother yuvai, and not 
p,~TEp, as would be natural, indicates that the time is past for 
the exercise of any maternal authority on her part. 

ou'll'w 1JKEL ,j wpa JI-OU means primarily, in this context, that 
the moment had not come for Jesus to intervene; that He was 
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p,~T'YJP av-rov -ro'i, oiaK6voi, •o n i?.v >,..l.y-9 fip,'iv, 1roi~uan. 6. ~uav 
OE f.KEt >,..{0wat vap{at it Ka'TU. 'TOY Ka0apiup,ov 'TWV 'Iovoa{wv KELP,EVat, 
xwpovuat ava P,E'Tp'YJTO.'i ovo ~ -rpe'i:,. 7. Al.yet QtJ'TOl'i o 'I'YJ<TOV'i 

conscious of the failure of the wine, and did not need to be 
reminded of it. At the proper moment, He would act, if 
necessary. 

The evangelist, however, means something more by the 
record of this saying of Jesus. He places similar words in 
His mouth more than once. o Katpo, o l.p,o, OV?TW ,rapeunv 
(1re1rA~pwrnt) (?6· 8) means that the time had not come for the 
public manifestation of Himself as Messiah. At 1223 Jesus says 
that the hour of His Death has come : •A~Av0ev 17 Jpa iva 
ootau0fi O VLO'i 'TOV av0pw,rov (cf. 1227); and, again, Ila.rep, 
,>..~>..v0ev 17 Jpa (1?1; cf. 1J1). Jn. in his own person speaks 
similarly of the appointed hour of the manifestation and death 
of Jesus, e.g. OV?TW <AYJAV0Et 1/ Jpa av'TOV (730 ; cf. 820). 

Twice in Mt.'s account of the Passion, similar phrases are 
used, viz. 0 Katp6, /LOV l.yyv, £<TTL (Mt. 2618) and ~yytK€V 1/ Jpa 
(Mt. 2645, Mk. 1441); and Jesus frequently in the Synoptic 
narrative predicts death as the conclusion of His public 
ministry. But the Fourth Gospel is written from beginning 
to end sub specie aternitatz"s; the predestined end is foreseen 
from the beginning. (See on 314 for Jn.'s use of oe'i:.) It is as 
inevitable as is the hour of a woman's travail (1621). Bear
ing this in mind, it is probable that Jn. meant his readers 
to understand by the words " Mine hour is not yet come " 
spoken at the Marriage Feast at Cana, that the moment had not 
yet come for the public manifestation by Jesus of Himself 
as Messiah, the first sign of this Epiphany being the miracle 
of the water turned into wine. 

15. Mary did not take amiss the words of Jesus. She has 
been assured that He is aware of all the facts, and that is enough 
for her. So she bids the servants to execute promptly any 
order that He gives, for she feels certain that He will intervene, 
when the time has come. She is represented in the story as 
expectant of some '' sign " that will show Jesus for what He is. 

,roi~aan. In Jn., the aorist imperative often occurs, as 
"more authoritative than the pres. imper., which may denote 
continuous action.'' 1 Cf. vv. 7, 8 yep,{uaTe .•• avTA~uaTE, 
and also 2 16. 19 41s. 35 610 J24 91 u39 1221 1321 159 2110_ 

6. ~aav lie eKei: KT>.., Jn. often uses oe to introduce a new 
point: "Now there were six waterpots, etc." Cf. 6 10 1840• 

xwpouaat &.va. fJ,ETPYJTll§ KT>..., '' containing two or three fir kins 
apiece." ava. does not occur again in Jn.; cf. Rev. 48• For 

1 Abbott. Diat. 2437. 
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I'£µiuaT( TOS v3p[a, vDaTO<;. Kai £Y£f.J-l<Tav avTa<; lwc; avw. 8. Kal 
Aey£1 UVTOt<; 'AnA~uaT£ vvv Kal <p£p€T£ T(f dpx1TpLKALv111. oi Of 

this classical use of xwp£tv (see on 837) cf. 2 Chron. 45 xwpovuav 

/J,£TP'YJTOS Tp1ux1Afov,, 
i'.i8p(a1. It was customary to have large water-jars of stone 

in or near the room where a feast was being held, in order 
that water might be available for the ceremonial washing of 
hands prescribed before and after meals. The water was 
carried from the jars in pitchers or basins, and was poured over 
the fingers, so that it ran down to the wrist (cf. Mk. 73); and it 
was a special duty of one's servant to see to this (d. 2 Kings 
311, where Elisha is described as he "who poured water on the 
hands of Elijah," z·.e. as his servant). A " firkin " or bath 
(}LETPYJTilS; cf. 2 Chron. 45) was about 8½ gallons, so that 
the huge water-pots of the narrative (quite distinct from wine 
vessels) contained about 20 gallons each. A smaller sized 
v8p£a was used for carrying water from a well (cf. 428). 

KaTCl TOv Ka9apu111ov Twv 'lou8o.(wv (cf. 325). The Fourth 
Gospel was written for Greek, not for Jewish, readers; and so, 
as at many other points, an explanatory note of this kind is 
added (cf. v. 13). The Jewish customs as to ceremonial 
washings were common to Galilee, as to the rest of Palestine; 
and no special emphasis should be laid here on the term " Jews " 
as distinguished from Galiheans. See above on 1 19, and cf. 
218 641, 

7. lws livw, " up to the brim!' (cf. Mt. 2i1 for tw, Kci.Tw, 
"down to the bottom"). This is mentioned to show that no 
room was left for adding anything to the water in the jars. 

8. d.VT>.~ao.TE vuv KTh., " Draw out now, and bear to the 
governor of the feast." The &.pxiTp[KAivo,; is called the ~yovµevo,; 
in Ecclus. 321 . It was customary for one of the principal 
guests to preside as arbz'ter bz'bendz' (Horace, Od. ii. 7) or 
uvµ1rou[apxo,, and it is this person who is indicated here by 
&.px1Tp{KA1vo,, a word which elsewhere means a butler who 
arranged the trz'clz'nz'um, or three couches, each for three, at 
the table. 

&.vTA:q<mT£ vvv has been generally taken to mean that the 
servants were bidden to draw water from the great jars and 
convey it in pitchers to the ruler of the feast. Westcott argues 
that &.nA~uaT£ vvv means rather "draw out now from the 
well," whence water had previously been taken to fill the jars 
" up to the brim "; and that no miracle was wrought upon the 
water in the jars, but only upon water freshly drawn from the 
well in response to the command of Jesus. It is true that 
&.nA£tv is naturally used of drawing water from a well (cf. 
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~v£yKav. 9· W<; SE ly£v<TaTO o &.pxiTp{KAWO<; T6 vSwp o!vov YE'f£V'Y,
µlvov, Kat otJK ijSn 1r60£v luTlv, oi SE StaKovoi i/Snuav oi 7JVTA'YJK6TE, 

4 7 and Gen. 2420, Ex. 2 19, Isa. 123). But the difficulties of this 
interpretation are considerable : 

(1) If Westcott's view be taken, the act (v. 7) of filling 
the large jars with water was quite otiose and has nothing to do 
with the story. There was no reason to mention the water
pots at all, if the miracle consisted in the conversion to wine of 
water freshly drawn from the well in pitchers 1 and brought 
direct to the &.pxiTp{K>..ivos. 

(2) a.vTAEtv can quite properly be used of drawing or 
pouring a liquid from a large vessel into a smaller one; and in 
its compounds ltaVTAEtv, KaTavTAEtv, it means "to pour out," 
"to pour over." The drawing from the large hydrz'(E in the 
story would have been done by ladles (KvaOoi).2 

(3) That dVTAEtv could be used of drawing wz'ne appears 
from a passage in the comic poet Pherecrates (see D.C.G. ii. 
815); and that a hydrz'a was sometimes used to hold wz'ne can 
be shown from Pollux, Onomastz'con, x. § 74, ... e<j,'Y/ 'YSplav 
Sav£{(nv 7r£VT!fxovv ~ p.E{(ova, W<TT. otJ µ6vov vSaTO<; &.>..>..a Kat oivov 
.iv £i'Y/ &.yyE'i:ov ~ vSp{a. This last quotation shows that the 
&.pxiTp{K>..ivos would have had no reason for being surprised at 
wz'ne being brought from the waterpots. 

Jn. clearly means his readers to believe that what was 
served to the ruler of the feast was drawn from the water-jars; 
and that it was then served as a beverage. Had it been brought 
by the attendants for the purpose of pouring it on the hands 
of the &.pxiTplKAtvo,, it would have been brought in a different 
kind of vessel, and he would not have proceeded to taste it. 

We must further notice that Jn. does not say that either 
the ruler of the feast, or the wedding guests generally, found 
anything miraculous in the wine that was served at the end. 
It was the disciples only who are said to have " believed " in 
Jesus, in consequence of this " sign." See Introd., p. clxxxii. 

9. C:,,; 8E olyeuaaTo b «PXLTp. KT>..., the aorist being used like 
a pluperfect: "when the ruler of the feast had tasted, etc." 
Cf. i 0• 

TO i!Swp otvov yeyev1111lvov. The words have been generally 
understood to imply that all the water in the six waterpots, 
amounting to about 120 gallons (see on v. 6), had been turned 
into wine. Jn. may have meant this; but if so, the new supply 

1 See Abbott, Diat. 2281-2. 
2 Dr. L. C. Purser refers me to illustrations of hydrire and cyathi 

in Daremberg and Saglio's Diction. des antiq., Figs. 3921-3926, 2235-
2239; and also to the passages next cited. 
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would have been a large over-provision for the needs of the 
guests at the end of the feast, when they had already consumed 
what had been provided by the host. In the story of Bel and 
the Dragon, six firkins, or 50 gallons of wine, offered daily to 
the idol are regarded as sufficient for 70 priests with their 
wives and families. A hundred and twenty gallons would be 
so unnecessarily large a supply that the residue of the twelve 
baskets left after the Feeding of the Five Thousand (613) does 
not furnish any analogy. Here there would have been a 
prodigality, not indeed inconceivable in the case of One whom 
the narrator describes as the Agent of creation (1 3), but without 
parallel in the record of the other " signs " of Christ .. 

The difficulty arising from the quantity of wine that would 
have been left over perhaps affects modern readers more than 
it would have affected contemporaries. Wine might be abused, 
and drunkenness was always blameworthy; but the idea that 
it is wrong to use wine in moderation, like any other gift of 
God, would have been foreign to primitive Christianity or to 
J udaism.1 The modern notion that "wine " in the N. T. means 
unfermented, non-intoxicating wine is without foundation. 2 

Indeed, it was just because Jesus did not condemn the use of 
wine that He was reproached as a "winebibber" (Mt. n 19, 

Lk. 734) by those who wished to disparage Him. Unlike John 
the Baptist, Jesus was not an ascetic. 

It must, however, be observed that Jn. does not say ex
plicitly that the entire contents of the water-jars were turned 
into wine. " The water which had become wine " was that 
which was served to the ruler of the feast, and Jn. says nothing 
of any other. Nor is it clear that he means us to understand 
that the servants had noticed any change in the beverage which 
they served. They knew that they had taken it from the 
waterpots (0r from one of them); that is all. 

To change one pitcher of water into wine is no less " super
natural" than to change 120 gallons; and we do not escape 
difficulty by refusing to exaggerate the story as it stands. Jn. 
certainly implies that some objective change took place in the 
water served for drinking purposes (cf. 446). To reduce the 
powers of Christ to human standards was no part of his design. 
It has been thought, indeed, by some that a suggestion made by 
Jesus that the water had become wine may have wrought so 
powerfully on the minds of those present that they were con
vinced that it was even so. The belief of the &pxi-rptKA.tvor; 
that he had been drinking wine, when he had only been drinking 

1 There is a reference to the Marriage at Cana in a characteristic 
discussion of drunkenness by Clem. Alex. (Peed. ii. 2. 184 P). 

2 Cf. Unfermented Wine, by H. E. Ryle and others (1917). 
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TO ilowp, cf,wv,'i: TOI/ 1/Vf-Lcptov O <ipXtTplKAll!O<;, 10. Kal 11.eyEL UVT'f 
na, /J.vOpw11"0<; 1/"PWTOV TOI/ Ka/1.0V olvov Tl0riaw, Kal 6Tav µ,0v<T0wrnv 
TOI/ l>..auuw· <TV TET~P'YJKa<; TOI/ KaAov o!vov £W<; /1.pn. I I. Tat:T'YJII 

water, may have been an illusion due to the magnetic and com
pelling force of the words of Jesus. But we cannot tell pre
cisely what happened, and must be content here with the 
endeavour to discover what Jn. meant his readers to believe. 

The indirect manner in which the statement of the miracle 
is made should be observed. '' When the ruler of the feast 
had tasted the water that had become wine." The story is not 
told for the first time. It is recorded as if the facts were well 
known. The &px<Tp{K'A.ivo, on tasting the beverage served 
to him, not knowing anything of its source, says, " It is very 
good, even better than that which was served first." It is this 
observation of the ruler of the feast that is emphasised by the 
narrator, rather than the extraordinary character of the '' sign '' 
which he records. 

Another feature of this story is that it does not lead up to 
any great saying of Jesus or to any discourse like that which Jn. 
appends to the Feeding of the Five Thousand. Nor does the 
evangelist draw any moral from it. He notes it as the first 
of the " signs " of Jesus by which He exhibited His glory 
(v. u), but he says no more. In short, the way in which the 
story is told goes far to support the view that it is a genuine 
reminiscence, or tradition, of an actual occurrence, although 
it is impossible now to discern exactly what took place. See 
Additional Note p. 81, and cf. Introd., p. clxxxii. 

10. Tov lMuuw. The rec. text, with t-tcANr~@, prefixes T6T•, 
but om. tot*BLThW. 

The &pxiTptKAtvo, speaks of a common practice at feasts as he 
knew them; viz. that when men's palates had become dull by 
drinking-cum inebriatifuerint (vg.), "when men be dronke," 
as Tyndale and Cranmer translate-inferior wine was served. 

Schlatter quotes a Rabbinical tradition as to the wine drunk 
on the occasion of a boy's circumcision: the father says to the 
guests as he offers it, '' Drink from this good wine; from this 
I will give you to drink also at his wedding." In the present 
case, the surprise of the ruler of the feast was due, not to good 
wine being served, but to its being served last. It was kept 
i!ws &pn (cf. 517 1624 and I Jn. 29 for this phrase). 

For the adj. Ka.Ms, see further on 1011• Ka'A.6, is used of 
wine, as here, in a fourth-century papyrus quoted by Moulton
Milligan, s.v. 

Tov Ka.'Mv otvov T(81JuLv. This suggests that the wine was 
placed on the table, as is our modern custom. 
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l1rolriu£v clpx~v TWV uriµ.dwv o 'I'Y}CTOVS EV Kava T1JS ra.\i.\alas Kat 
£cf,av£pwu-ev "}v 8Dtav aVroV, Kal E1rlrrTEv<rav el~ aVTOv oi µa87JTa'i 
a'llTolJ. 

11. raur'l'Jv e-rrol'l']a-£v &px~v rwv O-'l'JJJ-€Lw1•. We have now 
passed from the "witness" of the Baptist to the "witness" 
of the works of Jesus (see on 17). The Miracle of Cana was 
the first of the '' signs " which Jesus wrought during His 
earthly ministry. By them, according to Jn., "He made 
manifest His glory" (see on 1 14). They were not merely 
wonders or prodigies (rlpara), but "signs " by which men 
might learn that He was the Christ (2031) and "believe on 
Him." (For the phrase mur£u£iv £LS mhov, see on 1 12.) 

The highest faith is that which can believe without a sign 
(2029), but signs have a useful function as bearing their 
witness to the glory of Jesus. This aspect of His signs is 
asserted by Jesus Himself (536). When the tidings reached 
the disciples that Lazarus was dead, He said that it was 
well, for the miracle of his recovery would be all the greater 
(n15). He rebuked the multitudes, because they followed 
Him for what they might get, and not because of His signs 
(626). Cf. 1038 1411• And the same aspect of miracles 
appears in the Synoptists (Mk. 2 10, Mt. n 20, etc.).1 See on 
J48 and 1025• 

The " disciples " who are here said to have " believed on 
Him" as a consequence of what they saw at Cana, or rather 
whose new faith was thus confirmed, were, as yet, few in 
number, Philip and Nathanael and John being among them 
(see on v. 2). 

ADDITIONAL NOTE ON THE MIRACLE AT CANA 

Some exegetes have supposed that this incident fore
shadowed (or was intended by the evangelist to indicate) the 
replacement of the inferior dispensation by the superior, the 
Law by the Gospel. Such a view of Jn.'s literary method has 
been discussed in the Introduction (p. lxxxv); but it may be 
pointed out that the arguments assembled to prove that this 
particular narrative is an invention of the evangelist, designed 
to teach spiritual truth in an allegorical way, seem peculiarly 
weak. 

(1) Sz"x, it is said, is a significant number-the perfect 
number-and so there are 6 waterpots. But there is no number 
from I to 10 which could not be given a mystical interpretation; 
and the idea that 6 represents the 6 days of creation, which 

1 See further s.v. "Miracles" in D.B. iii. 388. 

VOL. I.-6 
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is the best that Origen 1 can do with the waterpots, is not very 
convincing. 

Origen also suggests that the " two or three firkins " in 
each waterpot of purification intimate that the Jews are 
purified by the word of Scripture, receiving sometimes '' two 
firkins," i.e. the psychical and spiritual sense of the Bible, and 
sometimes " three firkins," i.e. the psychical, spiritual, and 
corporeal senses. That is, he thinks that on occasion the 
literal or corporeal sense is not edifying, although it generally 
is (see Introd., p. lxxxv). But Origen does not say that he 
abandons the literal or historical sense of Jn. 2 1 -11, and it is 
probable that he did not mean this, while he found allegorical 
meanings in some details of the story.2 In the same way, 
Gregory of Nyssa is not to be taken as questioning the historicity 
of the narrative when he says that "the Jewish waterpots 
which were filled with the water of heresy, He filled with 
genuine wine, changing its nature by the power of His faith." 3 

That an incident can be treated by a commentator in an 
allegorical manner does not prove that he regards it as un
historical, and still less that the narrator had invented it to 
serve a spiritual purpose. 

For example, there must be few preachers who have not 
drawn out lessons of a spiritual sort from the incident of the 
wine that was served at the end of the wedding feast being the 
best. It is a law of nature, and therefore a law of God, that 
the best comes last, being that for which all that goes before 
has prepared. So it is, to take the illustration suggested by the 
story, in a happy marriage. The best wine of life comes last. 
The fruits of autumn are richer than the flowers of spring. So 
perhaps it will be in the next life: 

" . . . the best is yet to be, 
The last of life for which the first was made." 

Such reflexions are legitimate. But there is nothing to 
show that they were in the mind of the evangelist, or that the 
story of the Marriage at Cana was invented to teach them. 

(2) A modern attempt to explain the story of the Sign 
at Cana as merely a parable of edification is that of E. A. 
Abbott.4 He finds the germ of the story in the account of 
Melchizedek given by Philo, as bringing forth '' wine instead 
of water " (Leg. Alleg. iii. 26); and he explains that " the six 

1 De princ. iv. I. 12. 
2 Hippolytus (Ref. v. 3) reports that the Naassenes allegorised the 

water turned into wine, but he gives no details. 
3 Grat. in Meletium. 
• S.v. "Gospels" in E.B., 1796, 1800. 
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waterpots represent the inferior dispensation of the weekdays, 
z·.e. the Law, preparing the way for the perfect dispensation of 
the Sabbath, z'.e. the Gospel, of which the wedding feast at 
Cana is a type." He adds a Philonic quotation about the 
number 6 '' being composed of 2 x 3, having the odd as male 
and the even as female, whence originate those things which 
are according to the fixed laws of nature .... What the 
number 6 generated, that the number 7 exhibited in full per
fection " (de septen. 6). 

Moffatt 1 favours yet a third Philonic explanation of the 
number 6, suggesting that the six v8p{ai correspond to Philo's 
principle that six is the "most productive" (yovip.wTaT'YJ) of 
numbers (decal. 30). 

These are desperate expedients of exegesis, and if Jn. really 
had any such notions in his mind when he said there were sz'x 
waterpots prepared for the use of the wedding guests, he wrote 
more obscurely than is his wont. The truth is that mention 
of this unusually large number of v8p{ai is more reasonably to 
be referred to the observation of an eye-witness, who happened 
to remember the circumstance, than to elaborate symbolism of 
the narrative. 

(3) The case for treatment of the whole story as due to a 
misunderstanding of some figurative saying can be put more 
plausibly. Wendt 2 puts it thus: " It is quite possible that an 
utterance which the apostle originally made in a figurative 
sense-Jesus turned the water of legal purification into the 
wine of marriage joy-was afterwards interpreted by the circle 
of J ohannine disciples as recording an actual conversion of such 
water of purification into wine for a marriage." This is not 
to say that Jn. did not mean to narrate the incident as historical; 
it is to say, on the contrary, that he was mistaken in doing so, 
and that the story, in all its intimate detail, has been built up 
from vague hearsay. Quite different is such a theory from 
that which would regard the narrative as invented in order to 
teach that the wine of the Gospel, which Jesus provides, is better 
than the unsatisfying water of the Law; but it has its own 
difficulties. See Introd., p. clxxxii. 

Interlude at Capernaum (v. 12) 

12. JLETa. TOuTo, This phrase does not occur in the 
Synoptists, but appears 4 times in Jn. (cf. II7• 11 1928), and 
always connotes strict chronological sequence, as distinct from 

1 lntrod. to N.T., p. 524. 2 St. John's Gospel, p. 2.41. 
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, ..., , e ,~ \ A.. , , t 0 , ., .-. , 
avTov, K~L ?L aOE"-'i'OL KQL OL µ,a 'YJTUL avTov, Kat 

1roAAac; 'YJJJ,Epac;. 

EKE'i lµnvav oV 

the vaguer f-LETa Tavrn (see Introd., p. cviii). JLETa rnvTa is 
read here in the fourth century Pap. Oxy. 847 and also in 
M 124* with bf ff2 q. 

Ka.Tl/371 els Ka.cl>a.pvaou/L (this is the best attested spelling). 
Jesus " went down " to Capernaum, Cana being on higher 
ground: Jn. uses the same phrase again (447) for the journey 
from Cana to Capernaum. The distance by road is about 
20 miles. To assume that the party walked by way of Nazareth 
(which is in a different direction), and that this journey to 
Capernaum is to be identified with that mentioned Mt. 413, 

lacks evidence. 
Capernaum is to be located at Tell Hum (more properly, 

Telhum); or, less probably, at Khan Minyeh.1 These places 
are about 3 miles apart, both on the N. shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. 

Nothing is told about this short visit to Capernaum, so that 
mention of it has no allegorical significance. V. 12 is merely 
an historical note. 

It will be noticed that the mother and " brethren " of Jesus 
were with Him now, on the return of the wedding guests from 
Cana; but thenceforth they do not travel about with Him. 
His public mission has begun. 

They stayed at Capernaum "not many days" (o& 'll"OAM.c; 
~fllpac;), the note of time being characteristic (see Introd., p. cii) 
of the Fourth Gospel. 

After &8eAcl>o(, BL ThW, with Pap. Oxy. 847, omit avTov, but 
ins. ~ANr~®, and most vss. ~ a be ff2 l q, with some cursives 
and the Coptic Q, omit Ka.l ot fla.871Tal a1hoii. 

ADDITIONAL NOTE ON THE BRETHREN OF JESUS 

The mother and " brethren " of Jesus accompanied Him 
on this journey. The "brethren" are always (except in Jn. 
731-) mentioned in the Gospels in connexion with Mary (cf. 
Mk. 3 31, Mt. 1246, Lk. 819 and Mk. 63, Mt. 1355); and it is not 
unlikely that she shared their home until (see 1927) she was 
entrusted to the care of her nephew, John the son of Zebedee. 
The evangelists consistently represent them as incredulous of 
the claims of Jesus (see reff. above), and as regarding Him as 
out of His mind (Mk. 321, for " His friends " here are appar
ently to be identified with " His mother and His brethren " 

1 Cf. Rix, Tent and Testament, pp. 285 ff., and Sanday, D.C.G., 
i. 269. 
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in v. 31). Their names were James, Joseph, Simon, and Jude 
(some of the commonest names in Palestine), and they had 
sisters (Mt. 1J55, Mk. 63). James, "the Lord's brother," 
became a believer after the Resurrection of Jesus (Acts 114); 

St. Paul reports that the Risen Lord appeared to him (1 Cor. 
1s7); and he was the first bishop of Jerusalem (see Acts 
1217 1513). Grandsons of Jude (who probably also confessed 
Christ afterwards, Acts 114) were leaders of the Church in 
the time of Domitian (Eus. H.E. iii. 19, 20, 32). 

The ancient problem as to the " brethren of the Lord " 
cannot be fully discussed here. (1) The theory known as the 
Hz"eronymz'an, because it was started by Jerome, is that they 
were the sons of Alphreus, who is identified with Clopas, and 
Mary, who is regarded as the Virgin's sister (but see on 1925 

as to both these equations). Thus they were maternal cousins 
of Jesus, and were loosely called His " brethren." This would 
involve the identification of "James the Lord's brother" 
with James the son of Alphreus, who was one of the Twelve. 
But the Lord's brethren remained incredulous throughout His 
public ministry, and could not therefore have been numbered 
among the Twelve (see on 76). That James the Lord's brother 
is called an " apostle " at Gal. 119 is nothing to the point, for 
the circle of '' apostles " was much larger than the circle of the 
Twelve. Further, despite the vague use of a8e>..cp6s in a few 
passages in the LXX, where a cousin is addressed or indicated 
(cf. 2 Sam. 209, 1 Chron. 2J21• 22, Tobit i· 4), we cannot equate 
a8e>..cp6s and avetf,n6s or give any reason'for the evangelist!-i' u~e of 
the word " brethren " when " cousins" would have been more 
literally exact. (2) The Helvz'dz"an theory, against which 
Jerome's polemic was addressed, is that these" brethren" were 
sons of Joseph and Mary, born later than Jesus, and appeal is 
made by its advocates to the phrasing of Mt. 125 as indicating 
that Mary did not remain a virgin. But it is difficult to under
stand how the doctrine of the Virginity of Mary could have 
grown up early in the second century if her four acknowledged 
sons were prominent Christians, and one of them bishop of 
Jerusalem. (3) The most probable, as it is the most ancient, 
view is that expounded by Epzphanz'us, viz. that the "brethren 
of the Lord " were sons of Joseph by a former wife. Thus 
they were really the stepsons of Mary, and might naturally 
be called the " brothers " of Jesus; the fact, too, that Mary 
shared their home would be accounted for. Hegesippus 
(/l. 150; cf. Eus. H.E. iii. 11, iv. 22) stated that Clopas (Jn.1925) 

was a brother of Joseph, a view which Epiphanius adopted. 
It thus appears that we have to distinguish three groups of 

persons bearing the same names, viz. : 



86 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [II. 12-13ff 

i. James the son of Zebedee, James the son of Alphreus; 
Simon Peter, Simon Zelotes; Judas the son of another James, 
also called Thaddreus, and Judas Iscariot, were all of the 
Twelve (Mt. 102r., Mk. 316t,, Lk. 614f•). 

ii. James called the Just, the first bishop of Jerusalem, 
Simon, Judas, and Joseph, the Lord's brethren, were sons of 
Joseph by his first wife (Mk. 63, Mt. 1J55). 

iii. James the Little (o µ.iKpa,), of whom we know nothing 
more, and J oses were sons of Clopas and another Mary (Mk. 
1,s4°, Mt. 2]66 ; see on Jn. 1925). They had another brother, 
Symeon, who was second bishop of Jerusalem, and was ap
pointed to that office, according to Hegesippus, because he was 
the Lord's " cousin" (Eus. H.E. iii. 11, iv. 22). This phrase 
is used because Clopas was brother of Joseph, the foster father 
of Jesus. 

Hence it would seem that James, J oses, and Symeon in 
Group iii. were first cousins of James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas 
in Group ii.1 

The Cleansing of the Temple (vv. 13-22) 

13 ff. This incident is placed in the traditional text of Jn. at 
the beginning of the ministry of Jesus (213-17), while the 
Synoptists place it at the end (Mk. 1115-17, Mt. 21 12• 13, Lk. 
1945• 46). Before examining this discrepancy, we must review 
the differences between the Synoptic and J ohannine narratives, 
and also come to some conclusion as to the significance of the 
action of Jesus on this occasion. 

The Synoptic tradition is based on Mk.; Mt. and Lk. 
having no details that are not in Mk., and omitting some of his. 
It is convenient, then, to begin by comparing Jn. with Mk.; and 
it appears at once that Jn. (as often elsewhere 2) knows Mk.'s 
narrative, which he amplifies and alters in some details. 

Both evangelists tell of the upsetting of the tables of the 
moneychangers. Jn. omits, as do Mt. and Lk., a point pre
served by Mk., viz. that Jesus forbade the carrying of goods or 
implements through the Temple courts, a practice probably due 
to the desire to make a short cut between the city and the 
Mount of Olives (Mk. 1116). Jn. alone states that sheep and 
oxen were being sold in the precincts (ro i£pov), the sale of 
pigeons only being mentioned by Mk. Jn. adds that Jesus 

1 For full treatment of this problem, see especially Lightfoot, 
Galatians, pp. 252-291; J. B. Mayor, Ep. of St. James, Introd., c. 1 ; 
and C. Harris, D.C.G., s.v. "Brethren of the Lord." Dom Chapman 
defends the Hieronymian view in J.T.S., April 1906. 

a Cf. Introd., p. xcvii. 
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used a whip to drive out the beasts, while he ordered their 
owners to take the pigeons away, with the rebuke, '' Make not 
my Father's house a house of business." The rebuke in Mk. 
is different, being made up of quotations from Isa. 567 and 
Jer. i1, "My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the 
nations, but you have made it a den of thieves." That is to 
say, Mk. represents Jesus as denouncing the dishonesty of the 
traffic which was carried on within the Temple precincts; while 
from Jn. it would seem as if the traffic itself, apart from its 
honesty or dishonesty, were condemned. The Scripture which 
the burning zeal of Jesus recalls to Jn. is Ps. 699 ; and he notes 
that the Jews asked for a sign of His authority, to which Jesus 
replied by saying, " Destroy this temple, and I will raise it 
up in three days "-enigmatical words which (according to 
Jn.) the Jews misinterpreted. None of this is in Mk., who 
adds, however, that the chief priests and scribes began to seek 
the death of Jesus, fearing Him and being alarmed at the effect 
of His words upon the people. 

What was the meaning of the action of Jesus in '' cleansing '' 
the Temple ? It does not seem to have been suggested by any 
special incident. According to all the accounts, it was quite 
spontaneous. 

Perhaps the best answer is that the action of Jesus was a 
protest against the whole sacrificial system of the Temple.1 

The killing of beasts, which was a continual feature of Jewish 
worship, was a disgusting and useless practice. The court of 
slaughter must have been like a shambles, especially at Passover 
time. And Jesus, by His bold action, directed public attention 
not only to the impropriety of buying and selling cattle in the 
sacred precincts, with the accompanying roguery which made 
the Temple a den of thieves, but also to the futility of animal 
sacrifices. He had declared Himself against Jewish Sabba
tarianism. He now attacks the Temple system. This it was 
which set the temple officials against Him. The cry, "Thou 
that destroyest the temple," disclosed the cause of their bitter 
enmity. 

There is, indeed, no hint that Jesus interfered dz"rectly with 
the work of the priests.2 He quoted a prophetic passage 
(Hos. 66) which deprecated the offering of animal victims 
(Mt. 913 127), but not on this occasion. Nor is He said to have 
prevented any animal from being led to sacrifice. What He 
interfered with was a market, not held in the court where the 
altars were, but in the outer Court of the Gentiles. Yet some 

1 So Oesterley in D.C.G., ii. 712; cf. Caldecott, j.T.S., July 1923, 
p. 382. 

2 So Burkitt, J.T.S., July 1924, p. 387 f. 
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such market was necessary, if animal sacrifices were to go on. 
It was inevitable that oxen and sheep and pigeons should be 
available for purchase, in or near the precincts of the Temple, 
by the pilgrims who came up to worship at the great feasts, and 
particularly at the Passover. If this practice were stopped, 
the whole system of sacrificial worship would disappear. It 
may therefore have been the purpose of Jesus, by His action of 
"cleansing the Temple," to aim a blow at the Temple system 
in general (cf. 421). But if so, it was not immediately per
ceived to be His purpose by His own disciples, who continued 
to attend the Temple worship after His Passion and Resur
rection (Acts 2 46 31 ; cf. 67). 

Whether this be the true explanation of the drastic action 
of Jesus, or whether we should attach a lesser significance to it 
by supposing that His purpose was merely to rebuke those who 
profaned the Temple courts by chaffering and bargaining, it is 
not possible to decide with certainty. We pass on to consider 
whether it is more probable that the incident occurred at the 
beginning or at the end of His ministry. Mk. (followed by 
Mt. and Lk.) places it at the end; Jn. seems to place it at the 
beginning. Which is more likely ? 

It is true that Mk. only tells of one visit of Jesus to Jeru
salem; and so, if he mentioned the Cleansing of the Temple at 
all, he had to put it at the end of the ministry. Nor is the 
Marean dating of events in the last week always to be accepted 
as accurate. As to the date of the Day of the Crucifixion, e.g., 
Jn. is to be preferred to Mk. (see Introd., p. cvi). So that 
it is not to be taken for granted that, in a matter of this sort, 
Mk. must be right and Jn. wrong. But if we reflect how deep 
must have been the indignation aroused by such an act as that 
recorded in Jn. 2 15, how the vested interests of the cattle-dealers 
must have been affected by it, how little disposed men are to 
yield to opposition which will bring them financial loss, we shall 
find it hard to believe that Jesus was a comparatively unknown 
person in Jerusalem when He "cleansed" the Temple. The 
one moment at which such an action could have been carried 
through without instant retaliation was, apparently, the moment 
after His triumphal entry, when even the Pharisees began to 
despair of diverting the crowds from following Him (1219). On 
psychological grounds, the incident is hardly credible, if it is 
to be put at the beginning of the ministry of Jesus. At that 
time the Temple officials would have made short work of any 
one who attempted to stop the business of the Temple courts 
by violence. 

Our conclusion accordingly is that there is some mistake 
(which cannot now be explained) in that account of the Cleansing 
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13. Kat tyyv, ~v TO 71'iiaxa TWV 'Iov3a[wv, Kal &.vlf3ri £l. 'Iepou6-
>..vµ,a. b 'Iriuov,. 14. Kat e~pev (V Tep lep<p TOV, 7!'WAOVVTa, {36a, Kal 

of the Temple which places it immediately after the miracle of 
Cana, as the traditional text of Jn. places it.1 Some expositors 
have postulated two cleansings, one at the beginning, the other 
at the close of Jesus' ministry; but, apart from the fact that 
this duplication of similar incidents is improbable, we find it 
difficult to suppose that this particular incident, or anything 
like it, could have happened at so early a stage in the ministry 
of Jesus as is suggested by the traditional order of the chapters 
in the Fourth Gospel. 2 , 

13. tyyur;, ~v TO 1T«IT)(Cl TWV 'lou8a£wv. lyyv, is used again 
64 i 1165 of the approach of a feast; elsewhere in the Gospel 
it is used of proximity in space, not time. 

TO 71'auxa Twv 'Iov8a{wv. Jn. is accustomed to describe 
the Passover festivals which he mentions as " of the Jews " 
(cf. 51 64 n 55), and he speaks in the same way of the Feast of 
Tabernacles (72). The Synoptists never speak thus. Westcott 
suggested that the qualifying phrase " of the Jews " implies the 
existence at the time of writing of a recognised Christian Pass
over, from which Jn. wishes to distinguish those which lie 
records. But this explanation will not cover the language of 
i, for there was no Christian Feast of Tabernacles. It is 
simpler to say that Jn. is writing for Greek readers, and that 
the qualifying clause is explanatory for them (cf. v. 6 and 1940). 

Paul was proud of being a Jew, but he speaks nevertheless 
of 'Iov3ai:uµ.6, (Gal. 1 13) as something quite foreign to his 
present religious convictions; and so there is nothing in the 
addition " of the Jews " inconsistent with the nationality of 
John the son of Zebedee, even if we were to suppose that he 
wrote these words with his own hand, at the end of a long 
Christian life, lived for the most part out of Palestine, during 
which he had dissociated himself from his Jewish past. 

dvlf3ri dr;, 'lepoa6>..ufJ,a, &.vaf3a{veiv is the verb regularly 
used of" going up" to Jerusalem for the feasts (51 ,8 n 65 1220). 

In this context it does not connote the idea of ascending from 
lower to higher ground (as in v. 12), but of journeying to the 
metropolis. 

14, 15. The tep6v, or sacred precinct, must be distin
guished from the va6,, or Temple itself. Here, the lepov is the 
Outer Court, or Court of the Gentiles, where the animals needed 
for sacrifice or offering were bought. To those coming from a 

1 See Introd., p. xxx. 
2 See Drummond (Character and Authorship, etc., p. 61) and Cadoux 

(].T.S., July 1919). 
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1rp6/3ara Kat 1repurnpa, Kat Tov, Kepµ.aTL<rTa, Ka0riµ.lvov,, I 5. KU< 
7rOL~<Ta<; cf,payeAALOV £K uxoivlwv 7rllV'Ta> £~lf3a>..ev (K TOV iEpov, 'T(;_ TE 

1rp6/3arn Kat TDV> {36a,, Kat TWV KOAAv/3iurwv Ulxeev Ta Klpµ.ara 
Kat Ta, Tpa1rl{a, &vfrpEtfEV, 16. Kat TO~, Ta, 1repiuTEpa> 1rw>..ovuiv 

distance, as well as to Jews of Jerusalem, it was a convenience 
to be able to buy on the spot the oxen or sheep or pigeons 
(Lev. 57 1514• 29 173, etc.) that were required for sacrifice or for 
offerings of purification. So, too, the trade of the money
changers was a necessary one, because Roman money could 
not be paid into the Temple treasury. The capitation tax or 
"atonement money" of half a shekel (see Ex. 3013, Neh. 1032, 

Mt. 1724) had to be tendered in the orthodox coinage. 
Klpµ.a signifies a small coin, and hence we have Kepp,a.nlJTIJ,, 

"a moneychanger." So too, K6A.>..v{3o,, Ko>..>..uj3LuT~,, with 
like meanings (v. 15). Lightfoot quotes 1 a Talmudic rule: 
" It is necessary that every one should have half a shekel to 
pay for himself. Therefore, when he comes to the exchange 
to change a shekel for two half-shekels he is obliged to allow 
him some gain, which is called jl::i~,i' or K6>..>..vf3o,." That is, 
the KoAAv/30, was the discount charged by the moneychanger 
for exchanging a shekel into two half-shekels. 

For Ta. Klpp,aTa. (BLTbW 33, with Pap. Oxy. 847) the 
rec. has To Klpµ.a with NAN a@, apparently treating it as a 
collective noun: "He poured out the coin (.pecuniam) of the 
moneychangers." 

For dvfrpe"1£v (BW@, with Pap. Oxy. 847) the rec. has 
&.vluTpet1'ev with ALNa, N fam. 13 having KarluTpEtfEV (from 

, Mk. u 15). &vaurplcfmv is not used in the N.T. in the sense of 
" upsetting "; for &.vaTpl1rnv, cf. 2 Tim. 2 18• 

Tp«1r£ta. is classical for a moneychanger's table, and we 
have T~v rpa.1r£{av &.vaTpl1reiv "to upset the table " in Demos
thenes (403. 7). 

For the redundant tK/3«>..>..£w iK, see on 637. 
uxoivuf means "a bunch of rushes," while uxoivlov is a 

" cord "; and some have thought that the scourge or whip 
used by Jesus was made from the rushes used for bedding for 
the cattle. It may have been so, but cf,pa.ye>..>..Lov tK uxowlwv 
is adequately translated by "a whip of small cords." The 
whip is not mentioned by the Synoptists, and the detail is 
suggestive of the recollections of an eye-witness. 

11'4VTai; l~lj3a>..ev . . • TU n 1rpol3a.Ta. Kat TOO,; j3oa,;. It 
would seem that the whip was used on the owners of the 
cattle as well as on the sheep and oxen. -:ra.vm, l;lf3a>..~v 
in the Synoptist accounts (Mt. 2112 ; cf. Mk. u 15, Lk. 1945) 

1 Hor. Hebr., ii. 275. 
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El1rEv"Apa'TE 'TUVTa £V'TEV0Ev, JJ,~ 'lf'OtEt'TE 'TOIi o1KOV 'TOV Ilarpos JJ,OV oiKOV 
l.µ.1roplov. 1 7. EJJ,V~0'0'YJO'UV OL µa071TaL a-irrov on yrypaµµ.lvov EO'rlv 

certainly applies to the men; the Synoptists do not mention the 
driving out of the cattle. 

Jerome (in Mt. 21 15) says that the cattle-dealers did not 
resist Jesus: '' a certain fiery and starry light shone from His 
eyes and the majesty of Godhead gleamed in His face." 1 

16. The doves or pigeons could not be driven out as the 
cattle were; but the order to those who sold them is per
emptory: dpaTE TauTa ilvTeu8ev, "take them hence." For the 
aor. imper. apau, see on v. 5. , 

The reason given for this action is different from that given 
by the Synoptists. They represent Jesus as indignant at the 
dishonesty of the traffic pursued in the Temple: "Ye have made 
it a den of thieves." According to Jn., Jesus seems to object 
to the traffic in itself, honest or dishonest, as secular business 
that ought not to be transacted in a sacred place: '' Make not 
my Father's house a house of merchandise" (but see above, 
at p. 87). The remarkable phrase "my Father "-not "our 
Father "-is not found in Mk., but it occurs 4 times in Lk., 
16 times in Mt., and 27 times in Jn. We have thus the 
authority of Mt. and Lk., as well as that of Jn., for regarding 
it as a phrase which Jesus used habitually. It indicates a 
peculiar relationship between Him and God, the Father of all, 
which is not shared by the sons of men (cf. Jn. 2017). 

l, otKos Toil naTp<>s fJ-OU is the earthly Temple. So the Lord 
is represented by Lk. (249) as saying, '' Wist ye not that 
I must be in my Father's house ? " (1.v Tots Tov na'Tpos µ.ov). 
But ~ olK{a, Tov ITaTpo, µ.ov (142), " the Dwelling Place of 
my Father," in which are many mansions, is the heavenly 
temple, the Eternal and Changeless Home of the Eternal. 

The Temple is often described in the O.T. as "the house of 
God," and Jesus so described it (Mk. 2 26, Mt. 124, Lk. 64). 

It was to make an unmistakable claim for Himself to substitute 
for this familiar expression the words "the house of My Father." 
Here is an express assertion that He was Messiah, the Son of 
God, as Nathanael had already perceived Him to be (149). 

Cf. 511. 

17. ot l'-ae'l)ml mhou, sc. who were present (see on 2 2). 

They saw in the action of Jesus in purifying the Temple courts 
an illustration of that burning zeal of which the Psalmist had 
sung, "The zeal of thy house hath consumed me" (Ps. 699). 

No Psalm is so frequently quoted in the N.T. as this. The rest 
of v. 9, '' The reproaches of them that reproach thee are fallen 

1 See James, Apocryphal N.T., p. 8. 
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'o t-ii~oc; Toil oi'.Kou aou KaTact,ayern[ fJ,E, 18. &:rreKp{0-riCTav oiv oi 
'Iovoa'i'oi Kal eT1rav O.VTlf T{ CT'Y}fHLOV OEtKVl!EI<; ~µ,'i'v, OTL TO.VTO. 1TOL£t<;; 
19· d1reKp{0-ri 'l'Y}<TOV<; KO.L e!1rev aloro'i', AvCTaTe TOV vaov TOVTOV, 
Kal £V Tptulv ~µ,lpaic; lyepw alor6v. ?O. eT1rav otv oi 'lovoa'i'oi 

upon me," is applied by Paul to the Christ (Rom. 153). Jn. 
represents Jesus as citing v. 4, "They hated me without a 
cause," as fulfilled in His own experience (1525), and as saying, 
" I thirst," on the Cross in fulfilment of v. 21.1 It appears, 
then, that Ps. 69 was regarded as prophetic of Messiah, and the 
disciples, as they watched Jesus, seem to have regarded His 
Cleansing of the Temple as a Messianic action (cf. Mal. 31 -5). 

They foresee that the fiery energy which He displays will wear 
Him out at last, and they substitute for the past tense of the 
Psalmist, " hath consumed me " (KaTlcpayev), the future 
KaTact,ayeTm, "will consume me." 

The rec. text here has KaTlcpaye, but the uncials give 
Karacpci.yerai. The true text of the LXX at Ps. 6910 seems to 
be Karlcpaye (following the Hebrew), but B reads KaTacpci.yerai. 

Other citations from Ps. 69 are found, Acts 1 20 (v. 25), Rom. 
II9• 10 (vv. 22, 23). Cf. also Mt. 2734• 48• 

The Synoptists always have ylypa1rTai for citations from 
the 0.T. ; Jn. prefers yeypo.11-11-lvov taTLv (as here and at 
631• 45 1034 1214 ; but see 817 and critical note there). 

18. The Jews (see on 119 510) did not view the action of Jesus 
as His disciples did. They wished to know by what authority 
He had taken upon Himself the role of a reformer (cf. Mk. II28, 

Mt. 21 23, Lk. 202). If He had authority, what "sign" could 
He perform in proof of it? It has always been true of un
educated people that '' except they see signs and wonders, 
they will not believe " (448). And even the educated Pharisees 
and scribes asked Jesus for "signs," although, probably, they 
asked because they did not think that He could gratify their 
request (cf. Mk. 811, Mt. 161). See on v. 11 for the value of the 
witness of such signs. 

Jesus gave no sign such as the crowds asked for. His 
words (see on v. 19) did not provide anything more than a fresh 
assertion of His power. This is quite consistent with the 
Synoptic reports of His refusal to work " signs " for Herod 
(Lk. 238) or for the scribes and Pharisees (Mt. 1239). 

19. Mao.Te Tov vaov TOilTov KT~. We must distinguish this 
saying of Jesus from the interpretation which the evangelist 
puts upon it in v. 21. That it is an authentic saying is plain 
from the fact that, perhaps in a distorted form, it was made a 
topic of accusation against Jesus at His trial before the high 

1 Cf. Introd., p. clv. · 
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priest (Mk. 1458, Mt. 2661 ; cf. Mk. 1529, Acts 6 14). That by the 
va6s which would be destroyed Jesus was understood to mean 
Herod's Temple is certain from the retort of the Jews (see on 
v. 20). But the precise form of words is uncertain, nor were the 
witnesses at the trial agreed about this. According to Mk., the 
witnesses falsely reported the saying in the form, '' I will 
destroy this temple made with hands, and in three days (8ia Tpiwv 
~p.~pwv) I will build another made without hands" (Mk. 1458). 

This is softened down by Mt., according to whom the witnesses 
alleged that Jesus said, " I can destroy the temple of God and 
build it in three days" (Mt. 2661). According to Jn. in the 
present passage, Jesus only said that if the .fews destroyed the 
Temple, in three days He would raise it up. It is a question 
whether any of these reports precisely reproduces the words of 
Jesus at the Cleansing of the Temple. On another occasion 
He is reported by the Synoptists (Mk. 132, Mt. 242, Lk. 216) 

to have predicted the downfall of the Temple, and this is un
doubtedly authentic. But it is not probable that He should 
have declared that He would rebuild it or raise it up again. 1 

A re building of the Tern ple would mean the restoration of the old 
Jewish system of ritual and sacrifice, and we know that this 
was not the purpose of Jesus (see above, pp. 87, 88). He told the 
Samaritan woman that He did not accept the principle which 
she attributed to Him, that Jerusalem was the special place 
where men ought to worship (420• 21). The worship of the 
future was to be of a spiritual sort, and not to be confined to 
any one centre. To the vision of the seer of the Apocalypse, 
there was no temple in the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21 22). That 
Jesus should have said that He would rebuild the Temple at 
Jerusalem if it were destroyed, is not credible. The Temple 
was, indeed, the chief obstacle to the acceptance of His gospel 
by the Jews. 

But the Marean version of His words, or rather the Marean 
version of the witnesses' report of His words (Mk. 1458), has no 
such improbability. It lays stress on the contrast between the 
temple made with hands and the temple made without hands 
(cf. Acts 748 1i4, Heb. 911), between the temple built by Herod, 
which was the centre of Jewish worship, and the '' spiritual 
house " of Christian believers, which was to offer up '' spiritual 
sacrifices " (1 Pet. 25 ; cf. 2 Cor. 616). That Jesus foresaw the 
passing of the Temple, and its replacement by a less exclusive 
and less formal worship is certain, however we try to explain 
His prescience. 

Next, we observe that it is common to all the reports of this 
1 Notwithstanding a suggestion in Enoch xc. 28 that Messiah was 

to reconstruct the Temple (based on Hag. 2 71·). 
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saying of His that He asserted that the replacement of the old 
by the new would be "in three days." Salmon suggested 1 

that Jesus may have had in His thoughts the words of the 
prophet about reconstruction after apparent destruction : 
"After two days will He revive us: on the third day He will 
raise us up, and we shall live before Him" (Hos. 62). The 
Synoptists, however, tell again and again that Jesus predicted 
that His Death would be followed by His Resurrection '' on the 
third day " (Mk. 831, Mt. 1621, Lk. 922 ; Mk. 931, Mt. I7 23 ; 

Mk. 1034, Mt. 2019, Lk. 1833 ; cf. also Mt. 2763). It is more 
natural to bring the "three days" of Mk. 1468, Mt. 2661 , 

Jn. 2 19 into connexion with these passages than to presuppose 
a reminiscence of Hos. 62-a prophetic text which, it is curious 
to note, is never quoted of the Resurrection in the Apostolic 
age. 2 

We conclude, then, that Jesus at the Cleansing of the 
Temple declared (1) that the Temple, the pride and glory of 
Jerusalem, would be destroyed at no distant date, and that the 
Temple worship would pass away; (2) that He would Himself 
replace it by a spiritual temple; and (3) that the transition from 
the old order to the new would occupy no more than " three 
days." His hearers were at once indignant and incredulous, 
for they understood His words as a threat, and that the rebuild
ing of which He spoke was a literal rebuilding with stones and 
mortar. 

The Epistle of Barnabas (§ 16) states explicitly that the 
spiritual temple then being built up was the company of Chris
tian believers: '' I will tell you concerning the temple how these 
wretched ones [i.e. the Jews] being led astray set their hope 
on the building, and not on their God that made them, as if it 
were the house of God." He quotes Isa. 4917 and Enoch lxxxix. 
56 as predictive of the destruction of the Temple, and proceeds, 
" Let us inquire whether there be any temple of God." He 
concludes that there is, quoting words of Enoch (xci. 13), 
'' When the week is being accomplished, the temple of God shall 
be built gloriously." He goes on, " Before we believed in 
God, the abode of our heart was corrupt and weak, a temple 
truly built by hands"; but the temple of the Lord is now built 
gloriously, for " having received the remission of sins and 
having set our hope on the Name, we became new, being 
created again from the beginning, wherefore God truly dwelleth 
in our habitation within us. . . . This is a spiritual temple 
built for the Lord." The allusion to "the temple made with 
hands " is reminiscent of Mk. 1468, and the whole passage shows 

1 Human Element in the Gospels, p. 218. 
2 Tertullian (ad. judceos 13) and Cyprian (Test. ii. 25) both cite it. 
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TEo-crEpd.KOVTa Kal f~ lTE<TLv olKo8oµ.~01J O vaO~ oVTo~, Kai. o-V Ev 
Tpiulv f/1-d.pai<; lyepe'i, avTOV; 2 I. EKELVO<; OE V,eyw 7rEpt TOV vaov 

that the antithesis between the Jewish temple of stone and the 
Christian temple of faithful hearts was familiar to the sub
Apostolic age. We have it again in Justin (Tryph. 86), who 
says that Jesus made His disciples to be '' a house of prayer 
and worship ,, (olKO<; evx~- Kat 1rpOUKVV~O'EW<;). The idea 
probably goes back to sayings of Jesus such as Mk. 1458 and 
the present passage, although it is not suggested here that 
Barnabas knew the Fourth Gospel. 

" In three days I will raise it up." The Agent of the 
revival is to be Jesus Himself. This suggests at once that it 
was not to His own bodily Resurrection that Jesus referred 
here. For by the N.T. writers God the Father is always 
designated as the Agent of Christ's Resurrection (Acts 2 24 315 

410 1040 1330, Rom. 424 811 109, 1 Cor. 614 1515, 2 Cor. 414, Gal. 11, 
Eph. 120, 1 Thess. 110, Heh. 1320, 1 Pet. 121). Jesus is not 
represented as raising Himself. Hence we have a confirma
tion of the conclusion already reached, that it was not the 
resuscitation of the Body of Jesus from the tomb that was in 
His thought here, but rather the passing of the old (and material) 
temple and the beginning of the new (and spiritual) temple of 
Christian believers. See on v. 21, and note the passive ~ylp0'YJ 
at v. 22; but cf. also 1018• 

20. Jn. relates several conversations of Jesus, cast in some
what similar form to this. That is, there is first a difficult saying 
of His. It is misunderstood and its spiritual significance is not 
discerned, a too material interpretation being given to it by His 
hearers. Then either He Himself, or the evangelist, adds an 
explanatory statement. Cf., for instances of this, 34 411• sa 
642• m.. See Introd., p. cxi. 

~v TpLalv ~JLipaL<;, "within three days," not "after three 
days," the preposition perhaps being significant.1 

TEaaepnKOVTO. KO.L ~~ ETEULV KT>-.. Abbott (Diat. 2021-4) 

would refer these words to the original building of the Temple 
in the time of Ezra. If, with the LXX, we omit the words " of 
Babylon" after " Cyrus the king" at Ezra 513, and assume 
that '' Cyrus king of Persia " (Ezra 11) is intended, we may take 
the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, i.e. 559 B.c., for the year in 
which the edict to build the Temple was issued. But according 
to Josephus (Anti. XI. i. 1), it was completed in 513 B.c., i.e. 
forty-six years after; and so it is stated in the chronology of 
Eusebius. This is a summary of Abbott's argument, which 
seems, however, to depend on too many subsidiary hypotheses 

1 Cf. Abbott, Diat. 2331. 
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to be satisfactory. Heracleon refers the words to Solomon's 
Temple,1 which Origen refutes, but gives no satisfactory ex
planation of his own. It seems more likely, as has generally 
been held by modern editors, that Herod's building is the 
subject of the allusion in this verse. 

Teuu,p«KovTa. Ka.l ~~ ETEO'LV OLK08011~8TJ KTh. The aor. o1KoOop,~()'Y/ 
does not imply that the building was completed, as may be 
seen from a parallel sentence in Ezra 516 (appositely cited by 
Alford) describing the building of Ezra's Temple, ho TOTE 

lw, Tov vvv 'l}KoOop,~()'Y/ Kal o~K in>-..fo·()'Y/ : it only implies that 
building operations had been in progress for forty-six years. 
In fact, Herod's Temple was not completed until 64 A.D., in 
the time of Herod Agrippa. 

According to Josephus, Herod the Great began to repair 
and rebuild the Temple in the eighteenth year of his reign 
(Antt. xv. xi. 1), i.e. 20-19 B.C. This would give either 27 A.D. 
or 28 A.D. as the year of the Passover indicated in these verses.2 

The year of the Crucifixion is not certain, but it was probably 
29 A.D. or 30 A.D. It is not possible to draw exact chronological 
inferences from the '' forty and six years '' of this verse, but the 
phrase agrees well enough with the probable date, as gathered 
from other considerations. It is difficult to account for the 
attribution of so definite a statement of time to the Jewish · 
objectors if it did not embody a reminiscence of fact. As to 
the fact itself, the Jews must have been well informed. 

As at other points in the Gospel (v. 6 55 2111), some critics 
have supposed that the number mentioned here is to be inter
preted in an esoteric fashion, after the methods of Gematria. 
The name 'Aoap, has 46 as its numerical equivalent, and thus 
the occult reference 3 in '' forty-six years hath this Temple been 
in building " would be to some contrast between the first and 
second Adam. It is unnecessary to dwell upon such extrava
gances.4 Hardly less fanciful is it to suppose, as Loisy does, 
that the forty-six years refer to the actual age of Jesus at the 
time, He being taken for a man forty-nine years old (857), near 
the end of His ministry. 

21. llKELvo,; 8E n,eyev KTX., " but He was speaking about the 
temple of His body." iK,'ivo, is emphatic, "but He, on the 
contrary ... " See on 1 8 1935• 

For Jn.'s habit of commenting on sayings of Jesus, cf. 
Introd., p. xxxiv. This comment seems to convey that by the 

1 So also ps.-Cyprian, de montibus Sina et Sion, 4. 
• Turner (D.B. i. 405b) gives 27 A.D., and von Soden (E.B. 804) 

gives 28 A.D. 
8 This is suggested in ps.-Cyprian, de mont. Sina, etc., 4. 
• Cf. Introd., p. lxxxvii. 
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TOV <Twp,aTO, aVTOV. 22. OT£ oiv ~yEp07J EK V€Kpwv, lp,v~<T0YJ<Tav oi 
,,.a0rimi avrnv OTt TOVTO EA£y£v, Kat £1rL<TT£V<Tav Tjj -yparf,fi Kat T'{' 
>..oy<p Sv £i7r£V b 'Irwovs. 

words "Destroy this temple," Jesus meant "Destroy this body 
of mine." But this is hardly possible (see on v. 19). Had He 
meant that, He would have spoken with less ambiguity. He 
plainly meant Herod's Temple, and was so understood. Chris
tian believers are, indeed, spoken of as the " Temple of God " 
(2 Cor. 616), but not Christ Himself. He was "greater than 
the Temple " (Mt. 126). But the comment is much condensed, 
and may mean only that the " temple of His body " of which 
Jesus spoke was the "spiritual house" of Christian believers 
(1 Pet. 25), who are collectively the Body of Christ (1 Cor. 1227); 

the " three days " carrying an allusion to the interval between 
the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, which marked, as it seems 
to the evangelist looking back, the watershed between Judaism 
and Christianity. 

Tou uw11aTos a&Tou. Jn. is not fond of the word <Twp.a (see 
p. clxxi); he always uses it of a dead body, not of a living one 
(cf. 1931. 38. 40 2012). 

22. l11v~a8r,11av oi 11a8r,rn( (see on v. 2) in v. 17 recalls 
what the disciples remembered at the time, i.e. they thought 
of Ps. 699 when they saw the burning zeal of their Master; in 
this verse it recalls what they thought after His Resurrection 
of the meaning of His words recorded in v. 19. So, again; in 
1216 Jn. tells that it was not until after Jesus was glorified that 
the disciples understood the forward reference of Zech. 99 ; 1 

cf. Lk. 248 and Jn. 1319 1429• 

eir[uTEuuav tjj ypacl>n- ~ yparf,~ seems to refer in Jn. to a 
definite passage of Scripture,2 as it does throughout the N.T., 
rather than to the 0. T. generally (which would be ai yparf,a{). 
At Jn. 1035 1318 (1712) 1924• 28• 36• 37 the actual passage is quoted; 
at Jn. 738• 42 (which see) the reference is not quite certain; 
while here and at 209 no clue is given to the passage to which 
allusion is made. But as it is plain from Acts 2 31 1335 that 
Ps. 1610, " Neither wilt thou suffer thy Holy One to see 
corruption," was cited by Peter and Paul alike as predictive 
of the Resurrection of Christ, we may conclude that this is 
the verse in the evangelist's mind when he says that the 
disciples after the Resurrection "believed the Scripture." 

1 Iren::eus lays down the principle that no prophecy is fully under
stood until after its fulfilment : 1racra -yap 1rpo<f,11ula 1rpo .-ijs h[:J&.cr,w, 
atPL-y,u&. £<TTL (Haw. iv. 26). 

"Abbott, Diat. 1722 a-1, argues, but unconvincingly, that ~ -ypa<f,r, 
means here "the general tenor of the Scriptures." 

VOL. 1.-7 
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2 3· ·n, OE: ~v EV TOL', '!EpoCJ'OAlJftOL', EV T<e 11'0.CJ'xa EV TY ,wpTfj, 
7l'OAA0t E7rlCJ'TEUCJ'UV Ei, TO ovoµa ai'.iTOv, 0£wpovvT£<; ai'.iToV Ta O''f/ft£la 
& £1roiEt· 24. aVrO,;; OE ~I7Ja-0V,;; oVK €1rl<rrEVEV aVrOv allroi~ 0,0. rO 

Ps. 1610 was the '' proof text " to which the Apostolic age 
referred. 

Kal T<:> My'(> Sv EL'll'Ev o '111,, "and the saying which Jesus 
spake," i·.e. the saying in v. 19. & .\oyo, is often thus used of a 
" saying " of Jesus; e.g. f.1l'l<TTEVCJ'£V & av0pw1ro<; T<i, ,\oy<t' Sv £l?T£V 
ai'.ir<i>&'Il'/, (460); cf.660 736 1520 189• 32 21 23• Jvis read by ~BLTL, 
the rec. having ie with ANWI'a@. 

Sojourn at Jerusalem (vv. 23-25) 

23. iv Tots 'lepo<To>..o,...oLs. This is the true reading here, 
although rec. text with a few minuscules omits Toi:,, in accord
ance with Jn.'s usual practice. He has the article with 
'I£poO'o.\vµa (see on 119 for this form) 3 times only, viz. 223 52 

n 18 (see on 1022). No other N.T. writer has this usage, but it 
appears 2 Mace. n 8 129• Perhaps Ta 'leporro.\vµa means "the 
precincts of Jerusalem " in these exceptional passages. 

If the traditional order of the verses 213-321 be correct, then 
the statement of v. 23 is not easy to interpret. Nothing has 
been said hitherto of '' signs " at Jerusalem, and yet both here 
and at 32 they are mentioned as notorious. The only " sign " 
that has been mentioned is the '' sign " at Cana of Galilee. 
There would be no difficulty if we could assume that vv. 213-321 

belong to the last week in the ministry of Jesus. The "signs " 
would then be those which were wrought at Jerusalem or in its 
neighbourhood on His last visit, " the signs which He was 
doing" (fro{n). The Raising of Lazarus is given by Jn. 
special prominence among these (1218), and there was also the 
Blasting of the Fig Tree (Mk. n 14), as well as others not 
described in detail (1237 ; cf. 731). 

But, as the text stands, we must suppose that Jn. refers here 
to "signs" at Jerusalem wrought at the beginning of the 
ministry of Jesus, which he does not describe (cf. 32 446). 

'll'o>..>..ol E'll'L<TTEU<Tav, including not only inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, but some from among those who had come up to the 
feast from the country parts. 

For the phrase E'll'L<TTEU<Tav ds T<> ovofl,«, see on 112• Al
though these people had been attracted to Jesus because of 
the " signs "that they saw, their belief was neither stable nor 
adequate. A similar thing happened in Galilee, ~1<0.\ov0£L a&4' 
'~\AO<; 7l'OAV<;, iln i0ewpovv Ta CJ''7ftEl.a 11 i1ro{u (62), the same 
phrase that we have here. 
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, ' , , ' ., , , .,. ~ 

avrov yivw<TKEtV 1ranas, 2 S· Kat OTL ov xp•iav nx•v ,va TL', p,a(JTV· 
P~<T'[} 1rept TOV &.v0pJmov· avTOS yap iylvw<TKEV ,,-[ ~v f.V T<p &.v0pw7rtf, 

8ewpeiv is a favourite verb with Jn., occurring 23 times; 
cf. also I Jn. 317• It only occurs twice in the Apocalypse 
(u11• 12), and never in Paul. It may be used either of bodily 
vision (206• 14) or of mental contemplation (1245 1417), but 
always connotes intelligent attention. The English word 
which most nearly represents 0ewpiiv, as used by Jn., is '' to 
notice." Here and at 62 73 it indicates the notice which the 
observers took of the '' signs " of Jesus. See for the difference 
between 0ewpiiv and 01r,,-op,ai on 151 , and cf. 1616. 

24, 25. oGK E'll'tUTeuev au,,-ov aG,,-ois, '' He was not trusting 
Himself to them." The kind of faith that is generated by 
'' signs " is not very stable; cf. 448 and 614• 15• 

Su). TO aG,,-ov yivwuKew 'll'av,,-as, '' because He knew all 
men." See 148 s42 for other instances of this penetrating insight 
into men's characters (yivcf:i<TKELV being used in both cases), 
and 661 • 64 1311 (where oloa is used in the same way; see on 
1 26 above). Another illustration of the same faculty of insight 
is found in 419• 29 • Cf. Mt. 94, Jn. 21 17• 

au,,-os yap ly(vwuKev ,,-( ~v iv T/i> a.v8pr.Sm:,, '' He knew what 
was in man," b av0pw1ros being used generically (cf. ?51). This, 
to be sure, is a Divine attribute, and is so represented in the 
O.T., e.g. Jer. 1710 2012, where Yahweh is said to "search the 
heart and try the reins." But it is also, in its measure, a 
prerogative of human genius; and (with the possible exception 
of 148) it is not clear that Jn. means us to understand that the 
insight of Jesus into men's motives and characters was different 
in kind from that exhibited by other great masters of mankind. 

The Discourse with Nicodemus (III. 1-15) 

III. 1. Nicodemus appears three times in the Fourth Gospel 
(see on ?5° 1939), but is not mentioned by any other evangelist, 
unless we may equate him with the apxwv of Lk. 1818 (see 
below on v. 3). The attempt to identify him with Joseph of 
Arimath:ea has no plausibility (see on 1939); and the suggestion 
that he is a fictitious character invented by Jn. to serve a literary 
purpose is arbitrary and improbable (see Introd., p. lxxxiiif.). 
NiKotrr1p,o, is a Greek name borrowed by the Jews, and appears 
in Josephus (Antt. xrv. iii. 2) as that of an ambassador from 
Aristobulus to Pompey. In the Talmud (Taanith, 20. 1) 

mention is made of one Bunai, commonly called Nicodemus 
ben Gorion, and it is possible (but there is no evidence) that he 
was the Nicodemus of Jn. He lived until the destruction of 
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III. I. 
9 Hv OE i1.v0pw-rros iK TWV 4.>apicralwv, NtKOO'YJp.OS ovoµ.a avT<p, 

/1.pxwv TWV 'Iovoa{wv· 2. OVTOS ~A.0Ev 1rpos avTOV VVKTOS Kat El7rEV 

Jerusalem, which would accord very well with the idea that 
Jn. has the "young ruler" of Lk. 1818 in his mind, although in 
that case yEpwv of v. 4 must not be taken to indicate that the 
person in question was really " old " at the time of speaking. 
All that can be said with certainty of the Nicodemus of the text 
is that he was a Pharisee, and a member of the Sanhedrim 
(?5°), and apparently a wealthy man (1939). He seems to have 
been constitutionally cautious and timid (see on 750). 

Some points in the narrative of 31 •15 would suggest that the 
incident here recorded did not happen (as the traditional text 
gives it) at the beginning of the ministry of Jesus. First, at 
v. 2, mention is made of crrJp.E,a at Jerusalem which had 
attracted the attention of Nicodemus ; but we have already 
noted on 2 23 that no cr-rip.Etov in that city has yet been recorded. 
On the other hand, the '' signs " which had been wrought at 
Jerusalem during the weeks before the end had excited much 
curiosity. That Nicodemus should have come secretly during 
the later period would have been natural, for the hostility of the 
Sanhedrim to Jesus had already been aroused (i0) ; but that 
there should have been any danger in conversing with the 
new Teacher in the early days of His ministry does not 
appear. Again, at v. 14 (where see note), Jesus predicts His 
Passion; but if this prediction be placed in the early days of His 
ministry,we are in conflict with the Synoptists,who place the first 
announcement of His Death after the Confession of Peter. No 
doubt, Jn. is often in disagreement with the earlier Gospels, 
but upon a point so significant as this we should expect his 
record to agree with theirs. 

However, there is not sufficient evidence to justify us in 
transposing the text here; and we leave the story of Nicodemus 
in its traditional position, although with a suspicion that the 
original author of the Gospel did not intend it to come so 
early.1 

For the constr. N~Ko8riµos ovoµa. a.ihii), see on 16• 
2. For the rec. Tov 'I'l<Tovv (N), ~ABL ThW@ have a.hov. 
oOTos ~MEv 1rpos a,hov vuKTas. This was the feature of the visit 

of Nicodemus which attracted attention : he came by night. 
Cf. ?5° 1939• He was impressed by what he had heard, and he 
gradually became a disciple; cf. 1242• 

The form into which the conversation is thrown is similar 
to that in c. 4.2 There is a mysterious saying of Jesus (33 410), 

1 See lntrod., p. xxx. 
1 See, for a fuller discussion, In trod., p. cxi. 
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avr,;, 'Pa/3/3e{, o'loap.ev 6Tt d?r6 ®•ov EA~Av0a, SiocfcrKaAO<;" ovSel, 
yap IMvarat ravrn TO. ff'YJ/J-Ela ?T'OtftV & crv ?T'OLEt<;, £0.V /J-~ n o ®eo<; 
p.er' avTOV. 3· d?T'EKpt0'YJ '11]crOV<; Kal El?T'EI' aVT<f 'Ap.~v &.p.~v AEyw 

at which the interlocutor expresses astonishment (34 411• 12), 

whereupon the saying is repeated (35f. 413• 14), but still in a form 
difficult to understand. That, in both cases, there was an 
actual conversation is highly probable; but the report, as we 
have it, cannot in either case be taken to represent the ijsissima 
verba. Nothing is said in c. 3 of any one being present at the 
interview between Jesus and Nicodemus; but, on the other 
hand, there is nothing to exclude the presence of a qisciple, 
and hence the account of the interview may be based, in part, 
on his recollections. 

Ko.l Etn·ev mh~ 'Paf3f3eL See on 1 38• Nicodemus was ready 
to address Jesus as Rabbi, because he recognised in Him a 
divinely sent 8t8na-Ka>..o,. This was not to recognise Him as 
Messiah; but Nicodemus and others of his class (note the 
plural 0Wap.e1,, "we all know," as at 931 and Mk. 1214),1 like 
the blind man of 933, were convinced by the signs which Jesus 
did that He had come cl.iro 8eou (cf. 133 1630). That " signs " 
are a mark of Divine assistance and favour was a universal 
belief in the first century; and Jn. repeatedly tells that this 
aspect of His signs was asserted by Jesus Himself (see on 2 11 

above, and cf. Introd., p. xcii). The declaration of Nicodemus 
that no one could do the miracles which Jesus did, EO.V P.TJ n & 
8eos p.er' mhou, however foreign to modern habits of thought, 
expressed the general belief of Judaism. That Jesus went about 
doing good and healing, OTL b 0,o, ~v /J-ET' avroi\ is the declara
tion ascribed to Peter in Acts 1038• The a-TJp.e'io. to which 
Nicodemus referred were those mentioned 2 23 as having in
spired faith at Jerusalem. See note in foe. 

8. For the phrase cl.ireKpi8TJ 'IT)a-ous ico.l etirev, see on 160• 
!:{~@AN read o •1,.,crov,, but BLTbW omit o: see on 1 29 • For 
"Verily, verily," see on 151 • 

Jesus answers the thought of Nicodemus, rather than his 
words. Nicodemus was prepared to accept Him as a prophet 
and a forerunner of the Messianic kingdom; but he mis
understood the true nature of that kingdom. It was a spiritual 
kingdom, " not of this world," as it is described in the only 
other place in Jn. where it is mentioned (1836). It did not 
come " with observation " (Lk. 1720• 21), and no appreciation 
of signs or miracles would bring a man any nearer the under
standing of it. A new faculty of spiritual vision must be 
acquired before it can be seen. The answer of Jesus is startling 

1 Cf. also the use of oroa.µ,ev in 202• 
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uoi, EO.V µ.~ TL, yo,n70ij avw0Ev, ov 8vvara, l6ELV T~V {3autAE{av TOU 

®Eou. 4. >-..lyn 1rpo, avrov O N LK081wo, Ilws 8vvarat av0pw71'o, 

and decisive : dµ.~v dµ.~v (see on 151) >..l.yw aoL (the saying is of 
general application, but it is personally addressed to Nicodemus), 
lo.v µ.~ ns yevvri8fi iivw8,v, o& 8uvaTat l8eC:v ~v f3aa,>..e[av Tou Beou. 

This saying is the Johannine counterpart of Mk. 1015 aµ.~v 
>-..lyw vµ.'iv, s. iav µ.~ s,e.,,rat T~V {3aui>-..dav TOV 0eov w, 1rai8fov, ov 
µ.~ duD,HTJ ,l. avT~V (cf. the parallels Mt. 183, Lk. 1817). It is 
to be observed that this saying in Mk. and Lk. comes imme
diately before the colloquy with the rich young man, whom 
Lk. describes as a "ruler," and it is not impossible that this 
" ruler " is to be identified with Nicodemus (see on v. 1).1 

In any case, " the kingdom of God" or " the kingdom of 
heaven " is a main topic in the teaching of Jesus as reported 
by the Synoptists; and it is noteworthy that in this passage 
(the only passage where Jn. reproduces the phrase in full) the 
saying which introduces it is terse and epigrammatic, quite in 
the Synoptic manner. That we have here a genuine saying 
of Jesus is certain, given in another shape at Mk. 1015• It is 
repeated in an altered form at v. 5 (cf. v. 7), and reason is given 
in the note there for regarding the form in v. 3 as the more 
original of the two. For the repetitions in Jn., see further 
on J16

• 

avw0ev, in the Synoptists (generally) and always in the 
other passages (331 1911• 23) where it occurs in Jn., means" from 
above," desuper; so also in James 1 17 J15• 17. This is its 
meaning here, the point being not that spiritual birth is a 
repett"tion, but that it is being born into a higher life. To be 
begotten avw0ev means to be begotten from heaven, " of the 
Spirit." 2 

No doubt, to render avw0ev by denuo, "anew," "again," 
as at Gal. 49, gives a tolerable sense, and this rendering may be 
defended by Greek usage outside the N.T. Wetstein quotes 
Artemidorus, Onirocr. i. 13, where a man dreams that he is 
being born, which portends that his wife is to have a son like 
himself: OVTW yap avw0Ev avro, 86$m yevvau0m. So Josephus, 
Antt. r. xviii. 3, cf,i>-..{av avw0Ev 7rOLELTaL 1rpos aVTov, " he made 
friends with him again." But desuper suits the context in the 
present passage better than denuo. 

oO Suva.Tat l8ei:v ~JI /3a.1n>..ela.v TOU Beou. " To see " the 
kingdom of God is to participate in it, to have experience 
of it, as at Lk. 927 • For this use of loE'iv, cf. Acts 2 27 "to see 
corruption," Lk. 2 26 and Jn. 851 "to see death (cf. Ps. 8948, 

1 This view is taken by Bacon, Fourth Gospel, pp. 382, 520. 
• See Abbott. Diat. 2573. 
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yevv71(}ijvm ylpwv i:sv; Jl,~ 8vva'Tat £ls T~V Ko,>..{av T~S Jl,'Y}Tpns aVTOV 
8evnpov £i<J'e>..0eZv Kai yevv710~vai; 5. a1TEK(>{071 'l71<J'ovs 'Aµ,~v dµ,~v 

Heh. u 5), Rev. 187 " to see mourning," 1 Mace. 133 " to see 
distresses," Eccl. 99 "to see (that is, to enjoy) life." 1 No 
doubt, a distinction may be drawn linguistically between "see
ing the kingdom of God " and '' entering into the kingdom 
of God," which is the phrase used in v. 5. Thus in Hermas, 
Sz"m. ix. 15, .the wicked and foolish women see the kingdom 
while they do not enter it. But no such distinction can be 
drawn here; v. 5 restates v. 3, but it is not in contrast with 
it. " Seeing the kingdom of God" in Jn.'s phraseology is 
" entering into it "; it is identical with the " seeing " of 
"life" in v. 36, where see note.2 

4. >.lye, irpos mhov o N. For this constr. of >..lye,v, see on 23. 
Nicodemus is represented as challenging the idea of rebirth. 

From one point of view this is easy to understand. He was 
probably familiar with the Jewish description of a proselyte as 
'' one newly born " (see Introd., p. clxiii). But for Jews a 
Gentile was an alien, outside the sheltering providence of 
Yahweh. Certainly, he must begin his spiritual life anew, if 
he would be one of the chosen people. But it was incredible 
that any such spiritual revolution should be demanded of an 
orthodox Jew. 

Yet this is not the objection which Nicodemus is repre
sented as urging. The words placed in his mouth rather 
suggest that he took the metaphor. of a new birth to mean 
literally a physical rebirth. " How can a man be born again, 
when he is old? " (as may have been his own case, but see on 
vv. 1, 3). "Can he enter a second time into his mother's 
womb?" This would have been a stupid misunderstanding 
of what Jesus had said, but yet it is to this misunderstanding 
that the reply of Jesus is directed. It is not a fleshly rebirth 
that is in question, but a spiritual rebirth, which is a different 
thing. 

Nicodemus says 8evTepov, where Jesus had said t1.vw0ev, thus 
mistakenly understanding by /J.r,w0£v, denuo rather than desuper; 
see on v. 3 above. 

ir&is 8uvaTa.L KT>...; This is a favourite turn of phrase in 
Jn. Cf. 3° 544 652 916. 

15. o must be omitted before 'ITJ<1'ous, as in v. 3. See on 1 29• 

For YEVVYJ8n nearly all the Latin versions have renatus 
(/ alone has natus), which may point to a Western reading 

1 Cf. also Dalman, Words of Jesus, Eng. Tr., 108. 
2 Cf. Tertullian, de bapt. 12 : " nisi natus ex aqua quis erit, non 

1Jabet uitam." 
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.\.tyw uoi, ECLV /J,~ TLS yevvri0n U VOUTOS KO.! ITvevp,aTo,, OU OvvaTaL 
elue>..0e'i:v ei, T~v /3aut>..dav Tov ®eov. 6. TO yeyEl'V"YJp,tvov EK Tij<; 

&.vayevvri0fi. But probably the Latin rendering is of the 
nature of an interpretation (with a reminiscence of yevvri0ii 
a1·wb,v in v. 3), the verb &.vayniaw occurring in N.T. only at 
1 Pet. 1 3 • 23 • 

Another Western variant 1 is T~v /3au,>..dav Twv ovpaFwv for 
the rec. T~v /3aa-. Tov 0eov, which is supported by 11(0ABLNWr~®. 
II(* 511 e m support Twv ovpavwv, which is also read in Justin 
(Apo!. i. 61), Hippolytus (Ref. viii. 10), Iremeus (Frag. xxxiii., 
ed. Harvey), and ps.-Cyprian de Rebaptismate 3. Tertullian 
has in regnum caelorum (de Bapt. 13); but in another plac~ 
in regnum dei (de Anima 39). Origen's witness is alike 
uncertain, his Latin translation giving both caelorum (Hom. 
xiv. in Lucam, and Comm. in Rom. ii. 7) and dei (Hom. v. 
z·n Exod.). Perhaps, as Hort says, the Western reading was 
suggested by the greater frequency of the phrase eiuipxeu0ai ei, 
~v {3aut>..dav Twv ou11avwv in Mt. 

The seal of the baptismal waters is thrice mentioned by 
Hermas (Sim. ix. 15, 16) as a pre-requisite to entering the 
kingdom of God; and in 2 Clem. 6 (before 140 A.D.) we have 
" if we keep not our baptism pure and undefiled, with what 
confidence shall we enter into the kingdom of God?" It is 
possible that here we have reminiscences of the language of 
v. 5. See Introd., p. lxxvi. 

The reference in the word iJ8aTos is clearly to . Christian 
baptism (see ln!rod., p. clxiv). But, so far as Nicodemus was 
concerned, this would have been an irrelevant reference; the 
argument being darkened by the presence of iloaro, rn, before 
1rvevp.aTo,. Jesus explains that Nicodemus must be " be
gotten from above " before he can enter the kingdom of God, 
i.e. that a spiritual change must pass upon him, which is 
described in v. 6 as being " begotten of the Spirit." The 
words iloaTo, Ka{ have been inserted in v. 8 by II( a be, etc. (see 
note in loc.), although they form no part of the true text; and it 
has been suggested that, in like manner, in the verse before us 
they are only an interpretative gloss.2 There is, however, no 
MS. evidence for their omission here (although the Sinai Syriac 
transposes the order of words and testifies to a reading '' be
gotten of Spirit and of water"), nor is there extant any patri ;tic 
citation of the verse which speaks of " being begotten of the 

1 Many examples of this are given by Ezra Abbot, Fourth Gospel, 
p. 33. 

• See Kirsopp Lake, Influence of Textual Criticism on Exegesis of 
N.T. (1904), p. 18, and Wendt's St. John's Gospel, p. r~o. 
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Spirit" and does not mention the water. The passage from 
Justin (Apol. i. 61) by which Lake supports his argument is as 
follows ; €7r£lTa ayol'TOt vcf,' ~JJ,WV ivlla vowp E<TTL, Kat rporrov 
&vayevv~<TEw<;, Sv Kat ~µe,s avrot &vEyEvv~071µEv, &vayEvvwvTot • . . 
KOL yap O Xpt<TTO<; Ei1nv, ~ Av µ.~ dvoyEVV7J0~TE, ov JJ,~ £1<Ti.A071rE El<; 
r~v /3o<TtAE<av rwv ovpovwv. Justin is quoting loosely (after his 
manner), and it is not certain whether it is Jn. 33 or Jn. 36 

that he has in his mind. But there is nothing to suggest that 
the reading before him was io.v µ~ n<; yEvv710fj EK Ilvniµoro<; KTA. 
Indeed, in another place (Tryph. 138) he has the phrase -rou 
&vayevv710fr-ro<; vrr' aVTOV lh' vllaro<; KOL 7rL<T'TEW', KOL tvAov. 

We conclude that the words voo-ro<; Kot cannot be extruded 
from the text of Jn., but that they are not to be regarded as 
representing precisely the saying of Jesus. They are due to a 
restatement by Jn. of the original saying ofv. 3, and are a gloss, 
added to bring the saying of Jesus into harmony with the belief 
and practice of a later generation.1 

U1v ,...~ TLS yevv118n KT>... We have seen (on 1 13) that those 
who believe on the name of Christ are described as " begotten 
of God," EK 0eov yeyo,v71µevoi, and the references given in 
the note show that this is a characteristic J ohannine phrase. 
It is necessary to interpret the words o yey,vv71µevo<; eK -rov 
7rvevµaro<; (vv. 5, 6, 8) in similar fashion, and to understand 
them as describing the man who '' is begotten of the Spirit." 
" God is Spirit " (4 24), and the phrases " begotten of God" and 
"begotten of the Spirit" mean the same thing. At 1 Jn. 39 

we have rras O yeynv71µ<1'0<; EK TOV 0eov aµupdov ov 7r0tEt, on 
<TrrepfJ,a avrov EV oDr~~ µ•vet, but a few verses later (1 Jn. 324) it 
is said of those who keep God's commandments yww<TKO/J.EI' 
on µ.eVEt £V ~µ'i:v, EK TOV 7rl'EIJ/IO.!O<; ov ~JJ,tV EOWKEJ', The "seed of 
God" is the " Spirit," whereof believers are made partakers 
by a spiritual begetting. That is to say, the words EK -rav 
IlveuJJ,oro<; in this verse point to the Spirit as the Begetter of 
believers. 

To translate " born of the Spirit " suggests that the image 
is of the Spirit as the female parent of the spiritual child, 
whereas Johannine usage (and 0.T. usage also, as we have 
seen on 1 13) shows that the image is that of the Spirit as the 
Begetter. It has been pointed out already (on 1 13) that the 
Latin rendering natus must not be taken as excluding the 
meaning begotten. 

In Semitic languages the Spirit, Rulz, is feminine; e.g. the 
Old Syriac of 1426 runs, "The Spirit, the Paraclete, she shall 
.teach you all things." Thus the phrase " begotten of the 
Spirit," which we have found reason for accepting as Johannine, 

1 Cf. In trod., p. clxv. 
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';apKO'> uap~ £<TTLV, Kat TO ")'E")'EVVYJJJ,lvov £K TOV 11"VEVJLaTO, 11"VEVJLO. 
E<TTLV. 7. JL~ 0avµ.a<T'[/ .. OTL eim,v <TOL Aet t•p.as ")'EVVYJ0~vai avwlhv. 
8. TO 1rVEVJLa O,rov 0l>..n 7rVEt, Kat T~V cf,wv~v avTOV dKOlJEL'>, &>..,\' OVK 

would be inconsistent with the Aramaic origin of the Fourth 
Gospel. If, as Burney held, Jn. were originally written in 
Aramaic, then the original behind To y•yew,7µ.ivov iK Tov 
Ilvevµ,aTos must have meant "born of the Spirit." But this 
does not harmonise with 1 13 or I Jn. J9. 

6. After uapf l<TT1v, 161 Syr. cur. and some O.L. texts 
add the explanatory gloss on (K T~S uapKOS lynv~0YJ. After 
irveiip.fi lunv, a similar group with Syr. sin. add on £K Tov 1rVE11-
µ,aTo, £0'TLV. 

Flesh and Spirit are distinct, and must not be confused. 
They are contrasted with each other in 663, where the property 
of " quickening " is ascribed to spirit, while jles h has no such 
quality, where eternal life is in question. Both are constituent 
elements of man's nature, and so of the nature of Christ (Mk. 
1438, 1 Pet. 318 46). They represent the two different orders of 
being, the lower and the higher, with which man is in touch. 
Flesh can only beget flesh, while spirit only can beget spirit. 

7. /J.~ 8aup.«<Tnc; KT>... '' Marvel not that I said to thee, 
You must be begotten from above." The aphorism is repeated 
in the original form (v. 3), which we have shown reason for sup
posing to have been amplified in v. 5. vµ,as includes all men, 
and not Nicodemus only; observe that it is not YJp..as, for Jesu~ 
Himself did not need re-birth. Of His natural birth it could be 
said TO yap lv avrfi ")'EVVYJ0£v £K 1rVEVJLaTOS €0'TtV &yfov (Mt. 1 20). 

,.,.~ 8aup.aunc;: cf. 528, I Jn. J13• 0avµ,a(eiv in Jn. generally 
indicates unintelligent wonder. 

8Ei: 6p.&c; • • • See on 314 (cf. 24 424) for the thought of the 
Divine necessity involved in Jn.'s use of oei:. 

8. iK Toil irvEup.aToc;. ~ a be ff 2 m Syr. sin. and Syr. cur. give 
£K Tov voa,-oc; Kal. Tov 1rvevµ,aTos, an expansion of the true text 
from v. 5. 

TO 1TVEUf1,0. llirou 8l>..E1 irvEi, Ka.l ~v cl>wv~v mhoii dKoUELc;. 
1rVEVJLa may be translated either " wind " or " Spirit.'' 

It is true that elsewhere in the N.T. 1rvEvp..a never has its 
primitive meaning" wind " (except in the quotation of Ps. 1044, 
in Heb. 17 ; cf. 2 Esd. 822); but this meaning is often found in 
the LXX, e.g. Gen. 81, 1 Kings 1846 1911, 2 Kings 317, Isa. J2 
1116, Ps. 1488, Ecclus. 4J17, Wisd. 523• 

The verb 1rvEtv occurs 5 times elsewhere in the N.T. and is 
always applied to the blowing of the wind (cf. 618). In the 
LXX it is found 5 times with the same application, there always 
being in the context some allusion to the Divine action. Cf. 
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Bar. 661 'TO o' av-ro Kat '1f'V£VJLa (V 7rJ.cry Xti>P<[- '1f'V£t, and esp 
Ps. 14 718 '1f'V£VCT£L TO '1f'V£VJLa av-rov Kat pv~CT£'Tat 'OOa-ra. 

<J,wv~ is properly articulate speech, but is often equivalent 
to" sound." In the LXX "the Voice of God" is a common 
form of expression, and <J,wv~ is often used of thunder as God's 
Voice in nature (Ex. 923, 1 Sam. ?1°, Ps. 1813, etc.). It is twice 
used of the sound of wind, in Ps. 2 98 ( of a tempest, as the Voice 
of Yahweh) and I Kings 1912 (<J,wv~ avpa, A£7rrr),, "the still 
small voice" which Elijah heard). In Jn. it is always used of 
a Divine or heavenly voice (except 105 where the "voice" of 
strangers is contrasted with the " voice "of the Good Shepherd). 

There is no etymological objection to translating, '' The 
wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its sound "; but we 
may equally well translate " The Spirit breathes where He will, 
and thou hearest His Voice." There is a like ambiguity in 
Eccles. n 5, (V or, OUK £CTTLV ')'tVti>ITKWV Tt<; ~ oOo<; TOV 'ff'VEVJLa-ro,, 
where the" way" which is unknown by man may be the" way 
of the Spirit" or the "way of the wind." To the Hebrew 
mind the wind, invisible yet powerful, represented in nature 
the action of the Divine Spirit, as is indicated in Gen. 1 2 and 
often in the O.T.; and so in some places the precise rendering 
of '1f'V£vp,a may be doubtful. That, however, it never stands 
for " wind " in the N. T. elsewhere is a weighty consideration 
for the translator of the verse before us. <J,wv~ may mean, as we 
have seen, " the sound " of wind; but it is also to be remem
bered that the <J,wv~ from heaven of Rev. 1413 was the Voice of 
the Spirit. The ~xo, from heaven on the Day of Pentecost 
was said to be like a '' rushing mighty wind " (Acts 2 2). 

The context, however, seems to remove all ambiguity in the 
present passage. Ilv•vp,a at the beginning of the verse must 
refer to the same subject as '1f'V£vp,a-ro, at its close, and in 
vv. 5, 6. The argument is that, as the Divine Spirit operates as 
He will, and you cannot tell whence or whither (ovK oioa, 
7ro0•v Zpx•-rai Kal 'ff'ov v'ff'a.yn), so it is with every one begotten 
of the Spirit. That which is begotten of the Spirit shares 
in the quality of spirit (v. 6). Thus Christ, who was pre
eminently o y•vvri0£t<; EK '1f'V£VJLa-ro<; (Mt. 1 20), said of Himself, 
in words identical with those of this verse, vp,£<<; ovK oi'oan 
1ro0,v •pxop,at, ~ 'lTOV hayw (814 ; cf. 929). So it is in his 
measure of every child of God who is begotten of the Spirit 
(cf. 113). Not only do the laws of physical generation not 
govern spiritual generation (for natural law does not always 
hold in the spiritual world), but you cannot standardise or 
reduce to law the manifestations of spiritual life. It is the 
teaching of Jn. (832), just as clearly as of Paul, that " where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty " (2 Cor. J17). 
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o!8a, 1r6(hv EPXETUt Kal 'TrOV v1rayn · OVTW'i lcTTlv 1riis t, Y£YEVVTJP,£VO'i 
f.K TOV 7rVE1JfLUTO<;. 9 a7rEKpL0Tj N LKOOYJp,O, Kal El7rEV avn;; Ilw, 
8vvaTaL TUVTa YEV<U0a,; 1 o. a7rEKp{0Tj 'IYJUOV<; Kal El7rEV Ul/T'{' lv 
El t, 8,MuKaAo, TOV 'fopa~>.. Kal TUVTa ov yivw<J'KEt,; 11. ap,~v Jp,~v 

The rendering of 1rVEvp,a as Spirit rather than wind is 
supported by the Latin versions,1 which have" spiritus ubi uult 
spirat "; and it is noteworthy that the earliest patristic allusion 
to the passage, viz. Ign. Philad. 7, is decisive for it. Ignatius 
says: " Even though certain persons desired to deceive me 
after the flesh (KaTO. uapKa) yet the Spirit (To 7rVEVp,a) is not 
deceived, being from God, o!8Ev yap 1r60ev EPXETaL Kal 1rov 
-inrayEL," the last phrase being an exact quotation from the 
verse before us.2 Other early authorities for the same view are 
Origen (Fragm. in loc., ed. Brooke, ii. 252), and the author of 
the third-century treatise de rebaptismate, 15, 18. It is not 
until we reach the later Fathers that the interpretation " the 
wind blows where it lists " makes its appearance. 

For the use of oirny£,v in Jn., see on 733, 167• 

niv 4>w~v a.6Toil o.KoUELS, The construction of aKovuv in 
Jn. is remarkable. When it governs the acc., as here (cf. 
537 843, etc.), it means merely " to perceive by hearing "; but 
when it takes the gen. it generally means "to hearken to," 
i.e. to hear and appreciate (cf. 137 525, 2s 660 931 103, 16, 20 1837).a 

In the present passage '' thou hearest His voice " does not 
connote, ob;dience ,to the Spirit's teaching. See on 140 for the 
COnStr, UKOVELV 1rapa TtVO'i, 

9. irws Suva.TCu rnuTa. y£vla8a.,; Here is no repetition of 
the former question (v. 4). Nicodemus is puzzled by the 
teaching of vv. 6-8 about the spiritual birth and the freedom 
and unexpectedness of the spiritual life in one who has been 
" begotten of the Spirit." 

10. t-tN 69 read o 'IYJuov1,, but om. l, ABL6.®W. 
6 8,SaaKa.>..os Toil 'lapa.~>.. Both articles are significant : 

1 So, too, the early Armenian version; see ].T.S., 1924, p. 237. 
1 The words following 111r&:y<1 in Ignatius are Kai ra Kpv1rra {!..e-yx«, 

and Schmiedel (E.B. 1830) argues that Ignatius is dependent, not on 
Jn., but on a Philonic interpretation of Gen. 168• Philo (de Prof. 37) 
comments on the story of Hagar thus : " Conviction (o lX,-yxo,) 
speaking to the soul, says to her 1r60,v lpxu Kai 1rou 1ropdru;" But this 
is not so verbally like the Ignatius passage as Tn. 38 is, and there 
is no similarity whatever in thought between Ignatius and Philo 
here. 

8 Charles (Revelation, p. cxl.) observes that this distinction is not 
observed in the Apocalypse. Cf. Blass, Gram., p. 103, and Abbott, 
Diat. 1614. The usage of aKov«v in Acts 97 229 seems to be the 
reverse, viz., with q,wvfJv it means " to hear the articulate words," 
but with q,wvfis, to hear a sound only. 
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'tl.l.yw CTOl OTl " oioaµ.ev >..a>..ovµ.ev Kai 1\ ewpa.Kaµ.ev p.a(YTvpov1uv, Kal 

"Art thou the authorised (or, the well-known) teacher of the 
Israel of God ? " 

Kai: muTa olo ywwcrKe,s; He might have been expected 
to recognise, when he was told it, the doctrine of the various 
manifeotations of the Spirit in man's life. 

11. For the introductory dp.~v dp.~v, see on 151• 

With this verse v. 32 is closely parallel : S ewpaKev Kal ~Kovuev, 
TOVTO p.apTvpe'i.· KUL T~V µ.aprvp{av avTOV ov8ei, Aaµ.{3avu. We 
should expect Kafro, rather than Kai in the second member of the 
sentence in both cases, but Jn. never uses rnfro,. See on 110. 

8 oUiap.ev >..a.>..oup.ev. Cf. 838 1250 I 618• 

The verb >..a>..ew is used with special frequency in Jn. It 
occurs nearly 60 times in the Gospel; and 30 times it is placed 
in the mouth of Jesus in the first person singular, the only 
Synoptic instance of this latter use being Lk. 2444• The general 
distinction between >..l.yeiv and >..a>..e'i.v, viz. that >..l.yeiv relates 
to the substance of what is said, while >..a>..e'i.v has to do 
with the fact and the manner of utterance, holds good to a 
certain extent in Jn., as it does in classical Greek. But in Jn. 
the two verbs cannot always be distinguished in their usage 
and meaning, any more than " say " and " speak " can 
always be distinguished in English. Here S oi8aµ.,v ,\aAovµ.ev 
should be rendered "we speak of what we know," the words 
spoken not being given; but then mum Ta. p~p.arn EA0.A71u,v 
(820) means,'' He spoke these words/' viz. the very words that 
have just been cited (cf. 1625 1 i· 13, etc.). See, in particular, 
106 1410 1249 1618, in which passages the verb >..a>..e'i.v is used 
exactly as >..l.yeiv might be; cf. 843 • 

If there is any special tinge of meaning in AaAe'i.v as corn-. 
pared with Myeiv in Jn., it is that >..a>..,'i.v suggests frankness 
or openness of speech. Jn. '' assigns it to Christ 33 times in the 
first person, whereas it is never thus used by the Synoptists, 
except at Lk. 2444 after the Resurrection" (Abbott, Diat. 
2251b). See on 1820• 

The plural forms oi'8aµ.e1,, AaAovµ.,v, etc., arrest attention. 
The verse is introduced by the solemn &p.i1v nµ.~v, and so is 
represented by Jn. as spoken by Jesus. Now the plural of 
majesty is not ascribed to Jesus anywhere, and in v. 12 He 
employs the singular eirrov. Abbott (Diat. 2428) suggests 
that the plurals here associate the Father's witness with that of 
the Son (cf. 532· 37); but this would be foreign to the context. 
Further, v. 32, 1\ ewpaKEV KU[ ~KOVCTEV, TOVTO p.apTVp<t is clearly 
a repetition of what is said in this verse. 

The plurals oi8ap.<v are, therefore, explained (cf. 422) by 
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T~V µ.apTvp{av TJf-LWV ov >..aµ./3avET£. l 2. £l TO. l:1dyEta Ei?TOV ilµ.'iv 
' J , ,.. ,, ,,, ( ,.. ' ' , , • KaL ov 1TUTTEVETE, 1TW> EQV El1TW vµ.,v Ta nrovpav,a 1TUTTEVU'ETE; 13. Ka, 

some exegetes (e.g. Godet, Westcott) as associating His disciples 
with Jesus in the testimony with which He confronts Nico
demus. "We," z'.e. my disciples and I, "speak of what we 
know." But this is markedly unlike the authoritative tone 
of the rest of the discourse. Nor is there any other instance of 
the disciples' testimony being mentioned in the same breath as 
His own testimony. They bore witness, indeed, because they 
had been with Him from the beginning (1527), but He did not 
rely on this while He was in the flesh. Even if we adopt the 
reading .;,µ.a., for iµ.I. at 94 (where see note), we do not get a true 
parallel to S lwpaKaµ.Ev µ.ap-rvpovµ.Ev of the present verse. 

The similarity of the language used here to that which Jn., 
in other passages, uses to associate his own witness with 
that of his fellow-disciples is very close: e.g. S a.K'YJKoaµ.Ev, S 
EWpO.Kaf-LEV .• , 8 Wm<Taµ.d}a ••• &.1rayyl>..>..oµ.ev ilµ.'iv (1 Jn. 11·; 

cf. I Jn. 414}, or i0m<Taµ.,0a rr,v Oo~av av-rov (1 14), or the use of 
otoaµ.Ev in I Jn. 32• 14 515• 19• 20• And, having regard to 
the way in which commentary and free narrative are inter
mingled in this chapter (see on v. 16), we seem to be driven to 
the conclusion that in v. 11 Jn. is not reproducing the actual 
words of Jesus so much as the profound conviction of the 
Apostolic age that the Church's teaching rested on the testi
mony of eye-witnesses (cf. 1 Jn. 414). He has turned the 
singular EwpaKa (see v. 32) into the plural EwpaKaµ.•v (v. 11), 
just as in v. 5 he has added it voa-ro, to the original saying of 
the Lord about the need of spiritual birth. 

Kal '"JV 11-apTup(av ~11-wv o& >..a11-f:!nvETE. This is repeated 
(v. 32), and is a frequent theme in the Fourth Gospel. Cf. 
111 s4a 12a7. 

12. The contrast between Tel fo(ye,a and Tel ,liroupav,a 
appears again, 1 Cor. 1540, 2 Cor. 51, Phil. 2 10 319, James J15; 

the word e1rlyELo, appearing in these passages only in the 
Greek Bible. The thought of this verse is like Wisd. 916, 17, 

'' Hardly do we divine the things that are on earth, and the 
things that are close at hand we find with labour; but the things 
that are in the heavens who ever yet traced out . . . except 
thou gavest wisdom and sentest thy Holy Spirit from on high ? " 

The i1rly£La or "earthly things" as to which Jesus has 
already spoken include the doctrine of the kingdom of God, 
which was to be set up on earth, and accordingly of the New 
Birth which Nicodemus found it difficult to accept. Such 
matters are wonderful in the telling, although ,,r{yELa all the 
time, in contradistinction to the deep secrets of the Divine 



III. 12-13.) THE DISCOURSE WITH NICODEMUS I II 

0V01:ls dva/3i/1"7KEV Eli -rOv oVpavOv El µ~ 0 f.K roV oVpavoV KaTo./3Uf,, 

nature and purpose (brovpavia), of which no one could tell 
except" He that cometh from heaven" (v. 32). 

incrTeucreTE. So NABL. 1rtcrT£1JCT'f/TE is read by I'L\.®W Jam. 
13, etc. 

13. oG8el~ dvo.l3l/31JKEV el~ Tc}v o&pavov KTA. The argument 
is that none can speak with authority of -ro. l1rovpav,o., except 
one who has been fr olipav(;;, and has come down from thence. 
And of no one can this be said but the " Son of Man " 
(see Introd., p. cxxx), for no man has ever ascended thither. To 
the question of Prov. 304 or{<; &vi/3'1/ ds -rov olipavov rn, Ka-rl/3'1/; 
the suggested answer is " God alone" (cf. Deut. 3012 and the 
reference thereto in Rom. I06). So too in Bar. 329, "Who 
hath ascended to heaven and taken her (sc. Wisdom), and 
brought her down from the clouds ? " the answer is " No 
one." There is a Talmudic saying which taught this explicitly: 
'' R. Abbahu said: If a man says to thee, I ascend to heaven, he 
will not prove it," 1 i.e. the thing is impossible. This was the 
accepted Jewish doctrine. 

On the other hand, the Jewish apocalypses have legends of 
saints being transported to heaven that they might be informed 
of spiritual truth, e.g. Enoch (Enoch lxx. 1, etc.), Abraham (in 
the Testament of Abraham), Isaiah (Ascension of Isaiah, 7), 
etc.2 But of such legends the Fourth Gospel has no trace. 
" No one has ascended into heaven, save He who descended 
from heaven, viz. the Son of Man." 

There is no reference to the Ascension of Christ in this 
passage (cf. 662 2017), which merely states that no man has 
gone up into heaven to learn heavenly secrets. It is only the 
Son of Man who came down from heaven, which is His home, 
who can speak of it and of -ra i1rovpa.via with the authority of 
knowledge.3 

The phrase Ka-ra/3a{v£iv £K -rov olipavov is used again of 
Christ's coming in the flesh at 633• 38• 41 • 42 • 50• 61 • 68

, but in that 
sense nowhere else in the N.T. In I Thess. 416 Ka-r. lt o{•pavov 
is used of the Advent of Christ in glory, and in 132 above of 
the Descent of the Spirit at the Baptism of Jesus. Ka-raf3a{mv 
is also used Eph. 49 of the Descent imo Hades. The phrase 
here, however, undoubtedly refers to the Descent of Christ to 

1 Quoted by Schurer from fer. Taanith, ii. 1. 
• See my articie, "Assumption and Ascension," E.R.E. ii. 151. 
3 A curious passage in Iren.eus (Haw. IV. xii. 4) speaks of the Word 

of God being in the habit of ascending and descending for the welfare 
of men (" ab initio assuetus Verbum Dei ascendere et descendere "), 
with allusion to Ex. 3'· 8• 
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b Yio, TOV J.y0pw1T"OV. 14. KaL Ka0w, Mwiicrijc; VWWCT€Y TOY O<p!Y ;y 

earth in His Incarnation, and the use of the title '' the Son of 
Man " in this context has no Synoptic parallel (see Introd., 
p. cxxx). 

It may be added that the pre-existence of the Son of Man 
in heaven is a tenet of the Book of Enoch: "That Son of Man 
was named in the presence of the Lord of Spirits and His name 
before the Head of days. And before the sun and the signs 
were created, before the stars of the heaven were made, His 
name was named before the Lord of Spirits" (xlviii. 2. 3). See 
on 662 • 

o uios Tou dv8pw'll"ou. So ~BL ThW 33, but the clause o w1• 
;y Tqi ovpaY'f is added by ANra@, with the Lat. and some 
Syr. vss. (not .Diatessaron). If the clause were part of the 
original text, it is not easy to account for its omission. It 
does not contain any doctrine different from that of the Pro
logue as to the pre-existence of the Son; cf. b wY d, TOY KOA.1T"oY 
Tov 1T"aTpo, (118). Nor does it add anything to the argument, 
which is complete in itself, if the verse ends with b v,o, Tov 
J.y0ponrov. Indeed, it makes the argument more difficult to 
follow. The point is that the Incarnate Son of Man is the 
only person on earth who can speak with authority of heavenly 
things, and that because He has come down from heaven itself. 
If we retain b fuv fr T<f ovpaY<f we must interpret the phrase of 
the timeless existence of the Son in the heavenly places, while 
yet He is manifested on earth. But this thought suggests later 
developments of Christology. The clause is probably an 
interpretative gloss, added at an early period, possibly in the 
second century .1 

It may be doubted whether vv. 13-15 really belong to the 
discourse of Jesus to Nicodemus, or whether they should not 
· ather be taken as part of the commentary which Jn. subjoins 
(see on v. 16 below). If the latter alternative be accepted, the 
report of the discourse ends quite naturally with the question 
of v. 12. But the title " the Son of Man " is never used in the 
Gospels in narrative, or in evangelistic comment, being found 
only in the report of words of Jesus Himself. 2 This considera
tion is conclusive for taking the comment of Jn. as beginning 
with v. 16, and not with v. 13. 

14. Ka8ws Mwiiu~s Uo/WO"€V TOV ~<pLV KT>.., 
iiif,ovv means " to lift up," either literally or figuratively, 

when it is equivalent to "exalt." In Acts 233 (Tfi o£tii Tov 
t/€0V iiif,w0£{,) and Acts 531 (ToVTOY O 0£0<; ..• vif,wcr£Y Tfj O£t1~ 
a&ov) it is used of the exaltation by God of Jesus to His 

1 See Hort, Select Readings, in loc. 2 Cf. In trod .. p. cxxii. 
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right hand, i.e. of the Ascension. Cf. Phil. 29 and Isa. 5213, 

where it is said of the Servant of Yahweh vaf!w0~u£Tat Kat 
ootau0~uerai u<f,oopa. 

But the word is not used thus in the Fourth Gospel, where 
it is always applied to the '' lifting up " of Jesus on the Cross, 
and is always found in connexion with the title " Son of Man " 
(see Introd., p. cxxxii). Jesus said to the incredulous Jews (828) 

OTa11 VtpW<T7JTE T0v vi(w ToV O.v0pW7rov, TOTE yvWu£<r0£ Ori EyW Elµ,i, 
"When ye sh.all have lifted up the Son of Man, then ye shall 
know, etc." This " lifting up " is to be the act of the Jews, 
not of God (as in Acts 2 33 531), and it is therefore clear 
that it does not refer to the Ascension, but to the Crucifixion. 
Again in 1232 we have lav vfw0w £K T~<; y~;, 7r<LVTa<; £AKVCTW 1rpo<; 
lµ,avrov, on which Jn.'s comment is, "this He said, signi
fying by what death He should die." And that the people 
understood the word thus appears from their rejoinder (1234); 

while they knew that the Christ "abides for ever," they were 
puzzled by the saying that the '' Son of Man " was to be '' lifted 
up.'' If vaf!w0~"ai were to be understood merely as " exalta
tion" (as the Ascension was) they would have had no difficulty 
in admitting ◊£L vaf!w0~vai TOV viov TOV &.v0pw1rov (see note z"n loc.). 

In the present passage, there can in like manner be no 
reference to the Ascension of Jesus, as in that case the type of 
the brazen serpent would not be applicable. In the story in 
N um. 219f-, Moses set his brazen serpent " upon the standard," 
or, as the LXX turns it, (<TTTJ<T£v avTov e1rl u17µ,d01,, so that 
those who had been bitten by the poisonous serpents might 
look upon it and live. As the story is explained in Wisd. 166• 7, 

the brazen serpent was a uvµ,/3011.ov uwTr,µ[a, : " he that 
turned towards it was not saved because of that which was 
beheld, but because of thee, the Saviour of all ( Tov 1ranwv 
uwT~pa).'' The word vaf!ovi, is not used anywhere in the LXX 
of the act of Moses in '' lifting up'' the serpent and exposing 
it to the gaze of the people, nor is the word used anywhere in 
the N.T. outside Jn. of the "lifting up" of Jesus on the Cross. 
But this is undoubtedly the parallel which is drawn in the words 
of Jesus in J14• Those who looked in faith upon the brazen 
serpent uplifted before them were delivered from death by 
poison; those who look in faith upon the Crucified, lifted up on 
the Cross, shall be delivered from the death of sin. 

The early Greek interpreters are quite unanimous about 
this. Thus Barnabas (§ 12) says that Moses made a brazen 
serpent, the Tv1ro~ of Jesus, that he set it up conspicuously 
(T[/}17utv iv86tw,), and bade any man that had been bitten 
"come to the serpent which is placed on the tree (,1r1 Tov tv>..ov 
,1r,K<<µ,<vov) and let him hope in faith that the serpent being 

VOL. I.-8 
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himself dead can yet make him alive (aVTo, fuv veKpo, SvvaTai 
two,rot~CTat), and straightway he shall be saved." This is but 
an elaboration of the idea in Jn. 314, going beyond what is there 
said, for Barnabas emphasises the point that the brazen serpent 
is a type of Jesus, while all that is said in Jn. 314 is that as the 
first was " lifted up," so must the Son of Man be " lifted up." 

Origen (Exhort. ad martyr. 50, arguing that death by 
martyrdom may be called vif,wCTi,), and Cyprian (Test. ii. 20) 

apply Jn. J14 to the Crucifixion of Jesus; cf. Justin, Tryph. 94. 
Claudius Apollinaris (about 171 A.D.) writes of Jesus as i!if,w0e,, 
e,rt Kepfrwv µ,ovoKipwTo,, where i!if,ovv evidently means to lift up 
on the Cross; cf. Ps. 2221 (Routh, Relz'q. Sacr., i. 161). See 
also the passage from Artemidorus quoted on 2118· 19 below, 
for the connexion between the ideas of vif,o, and of crucifixion. 

We have then here a prediction placed in the mouth of 
Jesus, not only of His death, but of the manner of that death. 
The Synoptists represent Jesus as more than once foretelling 
His death by violence (Mk. 831 931 1033 and parallels), but on1y 
in Mt. 2019 is death by crucifixion specified; cf. Lk. 247. But 
by the use of the word -~if,ovv (cf. also 828 and 1232) Jn. con
sistently represents Jesus as predicting that He would be 
crurified, which would carry with it the prediction that He 
would suffer at the hands of the Roman authorities, and not by 
the Jews (cf. Jn. 1831· 32). 

It is not consistent with the Synoptic tradition (cf. Mk. 831, 
Mt. 1621, Lk. 922) to represent Jesus as foretelling His Passion 
so early in His Ministry. We should expect not to find any 
indication of this until after the Confession of Peter (668• 69). 

And if vv. 11-15 are intended by the evangelist to be taken as 
words of Jesus, rather than as reflexions of his own (see on 
v. 13), then it is probable that they are recorded here out of their 
historical context. See on v. 1 above. 

It has been suggested, however (e.g. by Westcott and E. A. 
Abbott) that we must see a deeper significance in the word 
vi/tovv as placed in the lips of Jesus. Abbott holds 1 that the 
Aramaic word which is rendered by vif,ovv was ~i?!, and that 
this actually has the double meaning (1) to exalt, (2)° to crucify. 
But Burkitt has shown that this cannot be accepted because 
~pt could not be used of a " lifting up " such as the Ascension 
~~s.2 In short, (a) Jn. clearly states his own view of what 
Jesus meant by the words which he ascribes to Him here; 
(b) all the early Greek exegetes agree with him; (c) if we try 
to get back to the Aramaic word lying behind vif,ovv, we cannot 
find one which has this special ambiguity. c\,~ will fit vif,ovv 

1 Diat. 2998 (xxiii)e. 1 J.T.S., July 1919, p. 337. 
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Tfj fp~p..'f, ol)rw,; 'Vlpw0~vat S£i' T0v YiOv TOV d.v0p6Y1rov, 15. iva 7rUs 
0 1rLUTEVwv El,; airrOv lx11 (Wl}v aiWviov. 

in the sense of "exalt," but not in that of "crucify." ~i't will 
fit vlf;ovv in the sense of "crucify," but not in that of "exalt." 
We cannot therefore accept Westcott's view that "the lifting 
up includes death and the victory over death." There does not 
seem to be any hint of this in any of the passages in which 
vlitov,, occurs in Jn, 

I he Jewish commentators on N um. 219 f· give little help as 
to the significance of the brazen serpent, being perplexed by 
the inconsistency of the story with the general prohibition of 
all images in the religion of Israel. Indeed, Hezekiah ~ound 
it necessary to destroy '' the brazen serpent that Moses had 
made" (2 Kings 184) because it had led to idolatrous practices. 
Philo (Legg. All. ii. 19) allegorises the narrative after his 
manner. As the poisonous serpents signify the pleasure 
(~8ov~) which is dangerous to the soul, so the brazen serpent 
signifies temperance (<1"wcppocn5v71) ; then the man who sees 
psychically the beauty of <J"wcppocn1v71, Kat oia rovrov rov 0Eov 
aVTOv, {~o-£TaL. 

Jesus, however, explicitly takes this story as a type of His 
Cross, which must have fulfilment : l>Et, " it is necessary " that 
so " the Son of Man shall be lifted up," as Jn. reports His words 
nere. Something has already been said (see note on 24) of 
what may be called the Predestinarian Doctrine of Jn.; see 
also Introd., p. clii, where Jn.'s use of.the phrase" that it might 
be fulfilled " is examined. A similar Divine necessity is 
indicated several times elsewhere in this Gospel by the word 
l>Et. The evangelist uses it, when writing in his own person, of 
the inevitableness of the Resurrection of Christ. But he also. 
ascribes the employment of this way of speech to Jesus Himself. 
'' I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day " 
(94) ; '' Other sheep I must bring '' ( 1016); and again at 1234 the 
people charge Jesus with saying, as here, l>Et vlf;w&ijvai rov 
viov TOV dv0pw1rov. Cf. also 380• There is nothing peculiar 
to the Fourth Gospel in this.1 The Synoptists and Paul alike 
share the belief that it is not Fate but Providence that rules 
the world, that God foreknows each event because He has 
predetermined it, and that therefore it must come to pass. To 
reconcile this profound doctrine with human free wili was the 
problem of a later age. 

See note on 1232• 

15. Before lx11 the rec. text interpolates p.~ a1roA71rat aAA• 
1 See a discussion of the predestinarian teaching of Jn, in West-

cott, Epistles of St. John, p. 91. 
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(from v. 16) with Arll@, but the words are omitted here by 
~BLThW 33/am. 1, etc. 

The rec. has Ets a.hew after 'll'LCJ'Teowv (a common constr. 
in Jn. ; see on 112) with ~r.l@; but recent editors have 
generally followed BThW in reading EV avr0. Yet the constr. 
1ria-Teveiv lv nvi never appears in Jn., so that if we read Ev 
avT4', '1TLCTTEvwv must be taken in an absolute sense (see on 17 

for this usage), and we must translate, with the R.V., "Whoso
ever believeth may in Him have eternal life." (Cf. for the 
constr. 14.) The thought of the believer being " in Christ " is 
thoroughly Johannine (154, 1 Jn. 520) as well as Pauline. But 
we prefer the reading d, aim>v, which has good MS. support. 
See on v. 16. 

The connexion between faith and eternal life runs through 
the Gospel, the purpose of its composition being iva 1ria-TevovTe, 
{w~v £X'Y/TE EV T<p ovop.a.Tl O.VTOV (2031). Cf. 647 0 '1Tl(TTEVWV £XEl 
{w~v alwvwv and J36 0 '1TlCTTEVWV £1, TOV view £XEL {w. alw., where 
see note. 

The adj. atwvLos is always associated in Jn. with {w~ 
(never, as in Mt. or Mk., with "sin" or "fire"), the expression 
(w~ alwvw, occurring 17 times in the Gospel and 6 times in 
I Jn. (in the form~ {wrJ ~ alwvw, in I Jn. 1 2 2 25). {w~ alwvw~ as 
the portion of the righteous is mentioned Dan. 122, and there
after the expression is found in the Psalter of Solomon (iii. 16) 
and in Enoch.1 It occurs frequently in the Synoptists and in 
Paul, and always in the sense of the future life after death 
(but see on 1250). This significance it has also in Jn. many 
times; e.g. in the present passage this is the primary meaning. 
Cf. esp. 1225, and see note on 414• But for Jn, and for him 
alone among N.T. writers (although cf. 1 Tim. 619), {w~ 
alwvw, may be a present possession of the believer (336 524 

647, 1 Jn. 513), which continues and abides after the shock of 
death (654). " To have eternal life " means more than " to 
live for ever "; the stress is not so much upon the duration 
of the life, as upon its quality. To have eternal life is to share 
in the life of God (526) and of Christ (14), which is unfettered by 
the conditions of time. And so it is defined as the knowledge 
of God and of Christ (173), for true knowledge cannot be without 
affinity. Thus O lxwv TOV viov £XEL T~V {w~v (1 Jn. 512). See 
lntrod .. • p. clx. 

1 See Dalman, Words of Jesus, Eng. Tr., p. 157, for illustrations 
from the later Jewish literature. 
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16. OVTW, yap ~ya1r7J<HV;, ®£0, TOV K6uµov, 6)(TT£ TOV Yiov TOV 

The Evangelist's comment on the preceding Discourse 
(vv. 16-21, 31-36) 

16. This " comfortable word " is described in the Anglican 
Liturgy as one of those which "our Saviour Christ saith." 
But it would seem that Jn. does not mean to place vv. 16-21 
in the mouth of Jesus; these verses are rather reflexions and 
comments by the evangelist on the words which he has already 
ascribed to Jesus in His discourse with Nicodemus. The 
dialogue framework is dropped; past tenses, £0WK£v, &.:n-luntA£v, 
lll.~Avlhv, are used, as would be natural if the writer is medi
tating on the great events of the past; the word µovoy£v~,, 
which occurs twice, vv. 16, 18, is not elsewhere placed on the 
lips of Jesus, while it is thoroughly Johannine (see 1 14• 18 and 
1 Jn. 49). Indeed v. 16 is repeated almost verbatim I Jn. 49 : 

EV TOVT<p lcf,av£pw07J ~ &ya1r7J TOV 0£ov Ell ~µ'i.v, Jn TOV vic>V avTOV 
,-ov µovoyn.;, &mfumAK£V o 0£o, £1, Tov K6uµov i'.va (~uwµ£v 8i' 
aVToV. 

The passage vv. 16-21 is introduced by oil,-ws y&.p ••• , 
which is quite in Jn.'s style when he is making a comment: 
cf. Q1JTO, yap ••. (225), oi yap µa07JTai (48), 0 yap 'l7JUOV, • 
(513), ;, yap 7rQT~P (520), UUTO, yap v8n ... (66), if8n yap ••• 
(664 1311), oi51rw yap ~v .•• (739), ov8l1rw yap yj8nuav ••• (209). 

Further, it is to be observed that iJ,u,-£ does not occur again 
in Jn., and that the constr. oilrw, .... 6JUT£ with indicative, 
although classical, does not appear elsewhere in the N.T. (see 
Abbott, Diat. 2203, 2697). No new theme is introduced at 
v. 16, but the teaching of the discourse with Nicodemus is 
recapitulated, the opening sentence being a summary of the 
" Gospel according to St. John." 

It is the constant teaching of Jn. that in the order of re
demption God's Love precedes the movement of man's soul to 
him. "We love because He first loved us" (1 Jn. 419 ; cf. 
1 Jn. 410). Cf. "Ye did not choose me, but I chose you" 
(1516) and also 1J18• See Rom. 58• In this verse the Love of 
God is represented as prior to the faith of man. Indeed, God 
z·s Love (1 Jn. 48). 

The verb &ya1raw is generally used by the Synoptists for 
the love which man has for man or for God (Mk. 1 2 30); and 
Jn. in like manner uses it of the love of man for his fellows 
(1334 1512• 17), or for Jesus (842 1415• 21 • 23 2115

) or for God 
(1 Jn. 410). It is used once in the Synoptists for the love of 
Jesus for man (Mk. 1021), and this is frequent in Jn. (116 

1J1• 23 , 34 1421 159• 12 217• 20). &ya1raw is never used in the 
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µ.ovoyw~ 18wK<V, Tva ,ra, o 'll"lUTEIJWV a. avT<>V µ.~ <h6A17mi a.AA' lxr, 
(w~v altiJvwv. 1 7. ov yap a,rEUT£lAEV o ®eo, TOV Yiov .1, TOV 

Synoptists of the Love of God for man, although this central 
fact is behind many of the parables; but Jn. employs it thus, 
not only here but at 1423, 1723, 1 Jn. J1 4 10 (cf. Rom. 5 8, Eph. 
24, 2 Thess. 2 16). The mutual love of God and Christ is implicit 
in the Synoptists (cf. o vi6, µ,ov o aya1r17T6,, Mk. 1 11 97, Mt. 3 17 1i, 

Lk. 322), but Jn. is explicit in using &yamiw to describe it, e.g. 
335 1017 159 1723• 24• 26, and 1431• See, further, Additional 
Note on 21 15 on aymrav and cpiAiiv. 

Here the Love of God for man is an all-embracing love: 
"1Y&.101uev o 8eoc; Tov K6a-JJ-ov (for K6uµ.o, see on 19). It was 
manifested by His giving " His only begotten Son " (for 
µ.ovoy•v~. see on 1 14), " His Beloved Son," o vio, o aya1r17r6, 
(Mt. 3 17). The language is perhaps reminiscent of Gen. 2216, 

where it was said to Abraham ovK icf,,[uw Tov viov uov Tov 
aya1r17rov, the simple 18wKEV conveying the sense of a complete 
" giving up "; cf. Rom. 832• 

TOV utov TOV 14ovoyevfj. So ~*BW, but ~*CAL Tb® add awov 
after vl6v. 

i'.va 1rcic; o mUT. KT>... This was the motive of the Gift, that 
all men might have eternal life (see on v. 15) through faith in 
Christ. For the phrase 1riuTevwv ,1, avTov, see on 1 12• 

" To perish " (a1ro>..Avvai) is contrasted again with " to 
have eternal life" at 1028 (cf. 1J12). It is the word used for 
" losing "one's soul; and it refers here to a man's final destiny 
(cf. Mt. 1028 uwµ.a a1ro.A.!uai lv y,lvvr,). Hence {w~ QlWVW'> in 
this verse must be interpreted of the future (see on J15) rather 
than of the present, although it includes this. 

The repetition of the phrase iva 1ra, o 1riUT<vwv <1, avTov lxr, 
(w~v altiJvwv from v. 15, with a slight change (viz. the addition 
after avr6v of µ.~ a1r6>..17rai &Ua), is a feature of J ohannine 
style.1 Jn. frequently repeats phrases or themes of special 
import, often with slight verbal changes, as if they were a 
refrain. Cf., e.g., 3 3. 5 4 23, 24 635· 41. 48. 51 639. 40 324 108. 9. 11. 15 

151, 5 1614.15_ 

17. dvla-Tu>..ev o 8eoc; Tov ut6v KT>... The" sending" of Jesus 
by God is a conception common to the Synoptists, to Paul, 
and to Jn. Two verbs are used, 1rlµ.1rw and a1rouTlA.\w, 
the former being more frequent in Jn., and the latter in 
the Synoptists, no distinction of meaning between them being 
traceable (cf. 1J18 and 2021). Paul has 1rlµ.1rw only (Rom. 
83); Lk. has 1rlµ.1rw once (Lk. 2013), but the parallels Mk. 126, 

Mt. 2137 have &1rouTl.\>..w. Elsewhere the Synoptists always 
1 Cf. Introd., p. cxvi. 
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have &71'ocrTlAA.w of God sending His Son, e.g. Mk. 937, 

Mt. 1040 1524, Lk. 4 43 948 1016. It may be added that 71'£µ71'w 
is infrequent in the LXX, which generally has &'Tl'aa-Tl.\.\.w. 
There is a fine passage in the Ep. to Diognetus (§ 7) about 
God "sending" His Son, in which both verbs are used.1 

Westcott attempts to distinguish Jn.'s usage of 11'£J1,11'W and 
&1!'acrTl,Uw (see his Additional Note on 2021), and so does 
Abbott (Diat. 1723d-g), who reverses the meanings that 
Westcott proposes. No distinction can safely be drawn. 

For &'Tl'acrTlA,\w in Jn. in similar contexts to the present 
(i.e. of God sending His Son), cf. 3 34 5 36• 38 6 29• 57 729 842 10as 

1142 178. 18. 21. 23, 25 2021 and 1 Jn. 49. 10. 14. For ,11'<JJ-11'W cf. 
434 

5
23, 24. so 638, 39. 44 i&· 28, 33 g1s. 18. 26. 29 94 1244. 45, 49 

13
20 

1424 1521 165, 

Tov utov. The rec. text adds avTav, with AI'..:l®, but om. 
~BL ThW Jam. 1. 

This usage of o vi6, absolutely, as contrasted with o 'Tl'aT~p, 
is common to all the evangelists, and by all of them is attributed 
to Jesus when speaking .of Himself. See Mk. 1332, Mt. u 27 , 

Lk. 1022, and Jn. 5 19 6 40 836 1413 ii, besides Jn. 3 36, 1 Jn. 2 22 

414, where the evangelist thus describes Jesus. He uses 
o v!o~absolutely, at this point for the first time. Cf. 1 Cor. 1528 • 

This verse is in close connexion with v. 16. The Divine 
purpose in redempt10n embraces all humanity. It is not 
confined to Jews only, or to elect nations or individuals, but 
embraces the whole world. This Divine intention may be 
thwarted by man's abuse of his free will, but none the less it 
is directed to all mankind (cf. 1 Tim. 24, Tit. 2 11). 

But in the current Jewish eschatology 2 Messiah was to 
come as the Judge of mankind, and so Jesus taught, both 
according to the Synoptists (Mt. 2531f·) and to Jn.: cf. Jn. 527, 

where we have the Son given '' authoritv to execute judgment, 
because He is the Son of man," the context showing that the 
Last Judgment is indicated. So, again, in 939 we have El, 
Kpl11-a lyw El, TOY Kocrµav TOVTOV ~,\IJov, the reference being 
indeed to a present rather than a future judging, but still the 
coming of Jesus being represented as El~ Kp[11-,1, as issuing in 
judgment. See further on 815• 

How, then, is this to be reconciled with the universal 
purpose of love in the mission of Christ ? Jn. is quick to 
supply the answer. The purpose of this mission in the mind 
of God was that every one who believed in Christ should have 
eternal life. Christ, as the Son of Man, is to be the Judge of 
mankind; he does not question that, and later on he says it 
explicitly (527). But His primary office is that of Saviour, 

1 Cf. Introd., p. lxxvi. 2 lbid. -p. clvi. 
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K6uµov iva Kp{vr, TOY K6uµov, &,\,\' iva uw0fj o Kouµo<; 8i' avTOV, 
18. 0 'll"LUTEVWV £1, avToV ov KplVETaL' 0 /J,~ 7rl(TT(VWV ~8'7 KEKpLTaL, 

and it was to save that He was sent. That some should reject 
Him is no part of the Father's will; but if they do reject Him, 
they bring judgment on themselves. And so Jn. declares 
o'U yap &.7r€0'"TEtA.Ev O (}£Or; T0v viOv £k --rOv K6rrµo11 iva Kp{VTJ T0v 
KOUfJ,OV, &,\,\' iva (TIJ0i) 0 KOU/J,O, 8i' avTOV, This is repeated 1247, 

where Jesus is represented as saying ov yap ~Mov iva Kp{vw 
T0v K6crµov, &..\,\' iv,1 uWuw TDv K6rrµ.ov. Zva uW<rw, not iva Kplvw 
(as Jewish-Apocalyptic believed), expresses the final cause of 
the mission of the Son of Man. Cf. Zech. 99 o f3aui,\£v<; uov 
lpxErn{ (TOL UKaLO<; KaL uw(wv. 

For the universality of this redemptive purpose, see 442 

o uwT~P Tov Kouµov, and the note there. It was one of the 
last prayers of Jesus that the world should come to recognise 
at last that God loved it, and that therefore He had sent His 
Son (1723). 

aw&fi. uw(Eiv occurs only 6 times in Jn., uwT'Jp{a once 
(422), and uwT~P twice (442, where see note, and I Jn. 414). 

In the LXX it generally represents l/V', which primarily 
means" enlargement" and hence "deliverance," ;,y1c,• being, 
at last, almost equivalent to " victory," and often used in the 
O.T. of the final Messianic Deliverance. In the N.T. uw(Eiv 
sometimes stands for deliverance from bodily sickness, or 
healing (see u 12 and cf. Mk. 528 656 1052 etc.); frequently it 
carries with it the idea of rescue from physical death (e.g. 1227, 

Mk. :f 1530); and in other passages the thought is of spiritual 
deliverance (e.g. 534 109 1247, Mk. 1026 1313), z·.e. of the transition 
from death to life, conceived of either as present or as future 
(in an eschatological reference), wrought by the life-giving 
power of Christ, and applied to the individual soul by an act of 
faith. This, the deepest meaning of (TWT')p{a, is constantly 
present to the mind of Jn. See on 442 for uwT~P-

18. To the thought of Jn., (w~ aiwvw, begins in the 
present, and is not only a hope of the future (see on 315 above); 
so also the Kp{ui,, or the inevitable distinction between man 
and man, determined by the use or abuse of his free will, begins 
in the present life. 

Here for Jn. is the supreme test of the human spirit, 
whether the man '' believes in " Christ or does not believe. 
6 ir,aTeuwv ets mhov ou Kp1vern.,, or, as it is expressed later on, d, 
Kp{uiv OVK •pxua,., ,i,\,\o. /UTa/3/./3'7K(V £K TOV 0ava.TOV Et<; T~V (w~v 
(524). The believer has eternal life in Christ; he has passed 
into life. There is no uncertainty as to the final judgment for 
him. 
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Q'TL JJ,~ 'TrE"Tr{CT'TEVKEV £1, 'TO <wop.a 'TOV µ.ovoyevov<; Y1ov 'TOV ®eou. 
19· avr71 0€ ECT'TtV 71 KplCTi,, OTL 'TO cpw, D .. ~>..v0ev e1, TOV K6CTJJ,OV Kat 

But there is also the man who is not willing to come to 
Christ that he may have life (540), i.e. not willing to "believe " 
Of him Jn. says t, p.~ maTEowv ~811 KlKptrm, "he has been 
judged already " by his unfaith, the present judgment being 
anticipatory of the future. This is, indeed, the judgment 
which will declare itself at the Last Day (1248). But that the 
judgment will be manifested at the Last Day is not inconsistent 
with its having been already determined in the present life by 
the unbelief and blindness and disobedience of the man. So 
it is said of the prince of evil that he " has been judged" 
(1611), although the exhibition of this tremendous judgment 
is not yet. 

The rec. text has o OE µ.~ mCTT. Kr>... with AL Tbra@; but 
~BW ff2 l om. U. The two sentences o mCTTevwv ••• and o µ.~ 
mCTTevwv are co-ordinate and complementary; and it is quite 
in the J ohannine manner to place them side by side without any 
adversative or connecting particle. 

Jn. usesµ.~ with a pres. part. over 20 times. 
oTL p.~ 11'E11'LareuKev .•. , "because he has not believed," a 

continuing movement of unbelief being indicated by the pft. 
tense. Abbott (Diat. 2187) compares with o µ.~ 1riCTrevwv ••• 
on µ.~ 1re1r{CTTEVKEv • • • of this verse, the passage 1 Jn. 510 • • • 

o µ.~ 1rLCTTevwv • • • on ov 1re1r{CTTEvKev • • • " In the latter on ov 
states the fact objectively ; in the · former on µ.~ states it 
subjecti'vely, as the judgment pronounced by the Judge." 
oTi µ.~ is a very unusual construction (see Diat. 2695), and 
demands some such explanation here.1 

For the phrase mCTreveiv £1, TO ovoµ.a, see on 112• 

For p.ovoyev,\s, see on 114• It is possible that the repetition 
of the adjective here is intended to mark, not only the greatness 
of the Father's love (as in v. 16), but also the uniqueness of 
Jesus as a Saviour. There is no other (cf. Acts 412). 

19. ailTTJ 8E ianv ~ KpLaLc;. The form of the sentence, intro
ducing an explanation, is thoroughly J ohannine; cf. 1 Jn. 15 

511• 14. "This is the judging," sc. not the sentence of judg
ment (Kp{µ.a), but the way in which the judgment is accom
plished. It is no arbitrary sentence, but the working out of 
a moral law. The root of unbelief in Christ is the refusal 
to turn to His Light, because the man's conduct will not bear 
scrutiny. Jn. traces unbelief to moral causes. 

'' The Light came into the world "; so he has already in the 
1 The uncial fragment Tw has the unique reading 5n ou µ.71 ,,,.,.,,-iureuK<P, 

which indicates that the scribe felt the difficulty. 



I 22 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [Ill. 19-21. 

'YJY0.7r7JUav oi av0pw1rot µaAAOV TO fTKOTOS ~ TO cpws· ~., yap aVTWV 
7rOV7Jpa Ta lpya. 20. 1ras yap O cpav>..a 1rpauuwv JLLUEt TO cpws Kat 
OVK lpxETaL 1rpos TO cpws, lva /J,Y/ £AEyx0ii Ta lpya avrnv· 2 I. 0 OE 
7rOLWV TYJV tl>..~0uav •.pxernt 1rpos TO cpw,, lva cpavEpw0fj avTOV Ta 
lpya oTL fr ®£<~ lunv Eipyauµiva. 

Prologue described the Advent of Christ (14• 5• 9); " and :nen 
loved the darkness rather than the Light, for evil were their 
works" (see on 19). The comparison of wickedness to dark
ness and of virtue to light is, of course, found elsewhere, e.g. 
Philo, Quaest. z·n Gen. ii. 22, and Test. of XII. Patr., Naph. ii. 
IO, " neither while ye are in darkness can ye do the works of 
light." So Job says of the wicked that they "are of them 
that rebel against the light" (Job 2413). The image occurs 
with special frequency in Jn., e.g. 812 1235• 46, 1 Jn. 16 28. 9. 11; 

that Jesus is To cpw, Toil Kouµov (812) is one of his central 
thoughts. 

With ~v yop mhwv iroV1Jpcl Tel lpya cf. ,7, where Jesus is 
represented as saying that the Kouµo,;; hated Him, on Ta £PY" 
avTov 1rwr1p&. iuTw. The same phrase appears in I Jn. 312, of 
the deeds of Cain. Jn. always takes the darkest view of the 
world apart from Christ ; cf. o Kouµo, o>..o, lv T,;i 1rov7Jptf 
KEtTUt (1 Jn. 519). Cf. also Col. 1 21 , 2 Tim. 418, for Ta lpya TU 

7r0V7Jpa. 
20. Jn. proceeds to explain the psychology of this shrinking 

of the world from Christ the Light. 
iriis yap o 4>aiiXa irpaa-awv KTA., '' for every one who prac

tises base things hates the Light." Both in this passage and 
at 529 (the only two places where Jn. has the adj. cp<LvAo, or 
the verb 1rp&.uunv), we have cpav>..a 1rpauunv, but tlya0&. (TYJV 
tl>..~0nav, v. 21) 1roi£tv. 1rpauu£w does not carry with it the 
idea of anything accomplished, or abiding as the result of 
action, whereas 1roiei:v is to make as well as to do; and per
haps some such difference is intended by Jn., although in 
Rom. i 5• 19 the verbs cannot be distinguished. 

The base liver does not come to the Light, lest his works be 
r~proved. We have l>..iyxnv again 846 168 ; cf. Eph. 513 Tq, OE 
11"0.VTa £A£yxoµ£va i,1ro TOV <pWTO<;; cpavepoVTUL. 

We should expect µ~1r0Te for i'.va /.I.~, but µ~1ron never occurs 
in Jn., who employs the constr. 1'va µ~ 18 times. Burney P.Oints 
out 1 that tva µ~ corresponds exactly with the Aramaic ~,"l. 

T : 

21. ~* omits from o OE 1roiwv to Ta. lpya, because of the 
· homoz"oteleuton Ta lpya avrnv v. 20 and v. 21 (as read in its 

exemplar, instead of avrnv Ta lpya). 
6 8E 1TOLWV 'MJV d.X~9ELav (cf. I Jn. 16) EPXETClL irpos TO <l>ws. 

1 Aramaic Origin. etc., p. 100. 
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3 1. ·o avwOev lpx6µ,evo, £1fliVW 11'0.VTWV £<ITLV" o tv iK T~- Y~- EK 
T~- ri• ECTTLV KaL EK ~- Y~- AaAEt. o EK TOV otJpavov EPXDP,€VOS 

This is a universal saying, not to be confined to those who are 
already believers in Christ. As Christ Himself said: 7fas o 
tv EK r~, &.,\'Y/Oe{a,;; dK011£L µ.ov ~,;; cpwv~. (1837). Jn. states that 
every honest doer of the truth comes into the light, and (as 
Christ is the Light) he therefore approaches Christ; he does 
so "that his works may be made manifest" (cf. 93). See 
on 834 • 

. on lv 8e0 laTLV dpya.ap.lva.. on may mean '' because " or 
"that." The latter rendering seems preferable. The honest 
man (" in whom is no guile," 147) comes to the light that it 
may be made plain that his deeds have been done fr 0£(;,,, 
a remarkable expression for which there is no exact parallel; 
cf. Komwa-a,;; Jv Kvp{".' (Rom. 1612). See Ps. 13923• 24 for the 
prayer of the righteous man, who does not shrink from the 
closest scrutiny of his life. 

The evangelist's commentary continued (vv. 31-36) 

31-36 Reasons have been given in the Introduction (p. xxiii) 
for taking these verses in sequence to vv. 16-21, vv. 22-30 
having been displaced from their original position. 

The argument of this paragraph is as follows: He that is 
of the earth can testify only to earthly things (v. 31; cf. v. 12). 
Christ, who is from heaven, in testifying of heavenly things, 
testifies to that which He has seen and heard, but His witness 
is not accepted (v. 32; cf. v. u). Nevertheless, he who does 
accept it, agrees that Jesus was the promised Messenger of 
God (v. 33; cf. v. 17). He speaks the message of God, and 
thereby shows that He was sent by God (v. 34). He speaks this 
message in its completeness, for the Spirit is not granted to 
Him in part only (v. 34); He is the Beloved Son (v. 35; cf. 
v. 16). 

31. N*Dfam.1 abe.f/2 and Syr. cur. om. the second lmivw 
1fa.n111v foT(v at the end of the verse; but ins. NcABLTha®W. 
Jn. is fond of repeating phrases, with a slight verbal change 
(see on v. 16). 

o iivw8ev epxop.evos, i.e. Christ. avwOev has its usual Johan
nine significance of desuper, '' from above " (but see on 33); 

cf. lyw EK TWV avw dµ.{ (823) and l Cor. 1s47• 

l7ra.vw ,ra.nwv i.<TTLv. This is expressed by Paul in the same 
way o &v E7ft 1favrwv (Rom. 95 ; cf. Eph. 1 21). 

o itv lK Tl]S yij,;; • . • >..a>..et. There is a similar thought in 
I Jn. 45 : a&o1 EK TOV K6a-µ.ov ela-{· Sia TOVTO EK TOV KO<TP,OV AaAOV(TLJI, 
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' 1 I , I cl c' , "' ... ,.. e1ravw ,ravTWV £(T'TLV" 3 2. 0 £wpaK£V Kai 1JKOV<T£V, TOVTO p.aprup£L, 
Kal. T~V p.apTvpfov ai'irov oi'i0£t<; Aap./3&.vei. 33. o Aa/3wv ai'iTOV ~v 
p.apTvplav E<Tc/,p&.yi<TEII OTL o ®eo<; tl>..110~. E<TTLV. 34· Sv yap tl1ri'-

the only difference being that Ko<Tp.o, carries the idea of the 
moral condition of the world (see on 19), while y17 is the 
physical "earth" simply. Cf. 2 Esd. 421 : " Qui super 
terram inhabitant quae sunt super terram intellegere solum
modo possunt, et qui super caelos quae super altitudinem 
caelorum." See on 312• 

lK tjs yi\s lunv. Jn. is inclined to the constr. eTvai lK ... 
as indicating origin and affinity; cf. 823 and passz"m. The 
constr. yEyEv1117<TlJai EK has already been discussed (J5 and 113). 

For >.o.>..eL, see on 311. 

82. ArA@ read Kal S EwpaKEV, but ~BDLThW om. Ka[. In 
this verse the words of v. 11 are repeated, the evangelist taking 
them up and amplifying them. 

8 U,paKev. This is one of the few passages in Jn. where 
opiiv in the perf. tense is used of spz"rz"tualvision (see also 838 147 

1524, and cf. 118). 

t; . . . ~Kouuev, TouTo p,o.pTupeL. It is the constant teaching 
of Jn. that Jesus proclaimed what He had " heard " from the 
Father (840 1515 ; cf. 1249). Jesus is the "Faithful Witness," 
according to the Apocalypse (Rev. 16). Cf. Introd., p. xcii. 

Ko.l rlJv p,o.pTup(o.v o.uTou ou8els >.o.p,l3i£11eL. This is repro
duced from v. 11, where see note. In the traditional order 
of the text, this sentence would be inconsistent with v. 26, 
which tells of the crowds that flocked to hear Jesus; but it is 
plain that John the Baptist is not the speaker here (see Introd., 
p. xxiii). 

Jn. hastens in v. 33 to correct the rhetorical oi'iod,, just 
as he corrects 1 11 by 1 12 ; cf. also 31s. 16 12441 •• 

For the position of oi'iilE,, in the sentence, see on 118. 

38. b >..al36'v auTou T~v p,«pTup(av KT>.., z".e. who has accepted 
as convincing the witness of Christ about eternal life and 
God's love; cf. vv. 3-15, upon which all this is commentary. 

u4>payltE111 here and at 627 (where see note) is the equivalent 
of "to attest," the metaphor of seaNng being a common one. 
He who accepts the witness of Jesus thereby attests that Jesus 
speaks the words of God as His accredited Messenger, and 
in this attestation virtually testifies to his belief that God is 
true (o 0Eo<; tl>..11~- £<TTLV). So at 826 it is urged that God, 
who sent Jesus, is true (& 1r£p.if;a, p.E tl>..110~, fonv), and that 
Jesus speaks what He has heard from God, the implied con
clusion being that the hearers of Jesus may believe in Him and 
trust what He says. The argument of I Jn. 510 puts the same 



m. 33-315.] COMMENT CONTINUED 

O'THAEV b ®,o, Ta p~p,aTa TOV ®wv AaAEt' ot, yap £K p,lTpov o{owutv 
TO Ilv,vp,a. 35· o IlaT~P aya1ri TOV Y16v, Kal 1TUVTU OEOWKEV lv Tjj 

thing in another way, viz. God has testified of His Son, and so 
he who does not believe this testimony makes God a liar. 

Lightfoot (Hor. Hebr. in loc.) quotes the Rabbinical maxim 
that " the seal of God is truth." 

34. 6v d1rluT£LA£v o 8,6,. See, on this Divine mission of the 
Son, the note on v. 17 above. He whom God has sent speaks 
God's words; cf. 826 and 178 Ta p~p,arn & l8wK<1s µot. 

In Jn. p~p,a never occurs in the singular ; we always have 
Ta Mµarn (no art. at 668), and in Jn. they are always." the" 
words of God ( cf. 847) or of Christ Himself. In contradistinction 
to this, Ta Mp,arn never occurs in the Apocalypse, while we have 
instead oi >..6-yoi, used for Divine words or sayings (cf. Introd., 
p. lxvi). In Jn., >..6-yos is always in the singular, except 1019 1424 

(see on 1019). 

To. p~fl.a.Ta. Tou 8,ou >-.a.>-.EL, sc. Christ speaks the sayings, the 
full message, of God Himself ; He does not merely proclaim 
fragments of that message. Cf. 178, and see on 311 for >..aAELv. 

o& yo.p EK p.frpou 8l8wuw To 1rv,u11a., '' for [God] does not give 
the Spirit [to Him] by measure," but in its fulness. 

The rec., with AC2DrA®, adds o 0,6, after o{owuiv, but 
om. NBC*L ThW 33; it supplies, however, the correct inter
pretation of the words. Origen rightly understands " God " 
to be the subject of olowuiv, although some have supposed 
" Christ " to be the subject and the meaning to be that Christ 
gives the Spirit in its fulness to those who believe in Him: but 
this latter interpretation destroys the argument of the passage, 
and introduces a thesis which is very questionable. Christ 
gives the Spirit to His own (cf. 738 1526), but could it be said 
that He gives it ovK <K p,frpov? Only of One could it be said 
that the Spirit was given in its fulness. The Talmudical 
saying that '' the Spirit of God did not dwell upon the prophets, 
nz'sz' mensura quadam," 1 is true, whether it be an original 
Jewish saying, or one which owes its form to Christian influence. 

lK p,frpov is, apparently, equivalent to p,frp",J, '' by measure"; 
but the constr. lK p,frpov is not found again in the Greek Bible, 
nor has any parallel been produced from Greek literature.2 

God the Father gives the Spirit in its fulness, and not " by 
measure," to Christ, because He is His Beloved Son, as v. 35 
explains. 

35. o 1ra.Tt)p dya.1r~ Tov uiov. It is characteristic of Jn. to 
1 Vajikra, R. xv., quoted by Wetstein. 
2 See Abbott, Diat. 2324, 2714. Dr. L. C. Purser compares Soph. 

Ph l. 563 iK [:Jlas, violently, and El. 279 iK 06'/\ov, treache1-ously. 



(26 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [III. 85-86. 

xnpl. aVTOV. 36. o ?TUTTEVWV ei,; 'TOV Yiov ixei (w~v alwvwv· o OE 
,l,rei0wv T<e Y[4' oliK 61fETal (wriv, aM' ~ &py,, 'TOV ®eov JJ.EVEl l,r' . ' fLVTOV. 

use the verb aya1rav of the mutual love of God the Father and 
Christ (see on 316 above). In 520 we find o yap 1ra~p <f>i>..ei Tov 
vl6v, in a context similar to that of the present passage ; but it 
does not seem probable that, in describing the inmost mystery 
of the Divine Love, Jn. would have ventured to differentiati> 
between <f>i>..eiv and aya,rav. As to the alleged distinction 
between them, see on 2117• 

For the absolute use of o vi6,; in Jn., see on 317 above. 
'll"«VTa 8l8wKev iv TJ1 xeLp'l mhou. So in 133 (where see note) 

,ra.VTa icwKev alir0 o ,ra,.~p el,; Ta<; xeipa<;. It is a favourite 
thought in Jn., that the Father has given all things to the 
Incarnate Son ; e.g. judgment 522• 27, to have life in Himself 
526, authority 172, glory 1,24, His Name 1711, His command
ments 1249 (cf. 1431 174), and even His disciples 637 (where see 
note). The parallel in the Synoptists is ,ravra µ.oi ,rape86071 
ho TOV 'TC'aTpo<; µ.ov (Lk. 1022, Mt. u 27) ; and there can be little 
hesitation in accepting the saying that " the Father gave all 
things" to His Son as a genuine saying of Jesus. "What 
grace is in the Pauline Epistles, giving is in the Fourth Gospel " 
(Abbott, Diat. 2742). 

86. b 'll"L<TTeuwv et~ Tov utov exeL tw~v atwvLov (see on 627• 29). 
We have had almost the same sentence above, 315, where see 
note, and cf. also 647 • The present participles 'TC'UTTevwv ••• 
a,m0wv are noteworthy, as indicating continuous belief or 
disobedience. A single Credo does not gain " eternal life," 
nor for a single act of disobedience or faithlessness does '' the 
wrath of God " necessarily " abide " on a sinner. It is the 
temper and trend of the life that count with God. 

a'll"EL8Ew does not occur again in Jn. It is, strictly, "to be 
disobedient," as opposed to 1re{0oµ.ai, " to allow oneself to be 
persuaded "; but rather implies a rebellious mind than a series 
of disobedient acts. Sometimes it expresses unbelief rather 
than disobedience, as at Acts 142. In the present passage there 
is a variant dmcrTwv for d1rei0wv found in a few cursives, and 
the Vulgate, following the "European" and "Italian" O.L. 
versions, has accordingly incredulus. But the African O.L. 
follows the better reading a1rei0wv, understanding by it dis
obedience rather than unbelief. That this is the meaning is 
confirmed by the remarkable parallel in Eph. 56 : ipxer/J.t ~ 
&py~ TOV 0eov £7rt TOV<; viov<; T~<; &1rei0e£a,;. 

It is not always possible to distinguish the two shades of 
meaning in &1rei0eiv. To " believe" is to have "eternal life," 



III. 86, 22.] SECOND WITNESS OF JOHN BAPTIST t27 

22. Mm1. Tavra ?,A0ev b 'l'l'}O'OV, Kat OL µa011ral avrov ei, T7JV 
'Iovoa{av y~v, Ka£ £KE£ Otf.Tpt/3Ev µer' avrwv Kat e/3a.1rrtlev. 23. i/1' 

and this " eternal life " is God's commandment (~ ivroA~ 
avrov lw~ alwvio, £0'TLV, 1250) ; so that "to believe" is "to 
obey." 

oGK ililtETilL tw~v. Cf. v. 3, oll OvvaraL loe'iv T~V /3aO'LAElav TOV 
0eov, and also 851• 52, where " seeing " death is equivalent to 
" tasting " death. The rebel {&.1re,0wv) will not " see " life, 
because he cannot appreciate or assimilate it. Cf. 653, and esp. 
I Jn. 512, b µ~ exwv TOV VLOV TOV 0eov T~V (w~v OVK EXEl, 

~ opy~ Toil 8Eou is not mentioned again in Jn., although 
often in Paul (Rom. 1 18, Eph. 56 ; and cf. Rev. 1915 etc.). It is 
a thoroughly Hebraic conception, the phrase being common 
ii"-1 the LXX; and John the Baptist spoke of " the wrath to 
come" (Mt. J7, Lk. J7). The expression does not appear in the 
Synoptic reports of the words of Jesus, and He may never have 
used it, preferring to dwell on the fatherly love of God rather 
than on His hatred of sin. The phrase ~ lipy~ rov 0wv has 
nothing in common with Greek philosophy or religion, but it 
has its roots in that conception of God as essentially a moral 
Being, to whom therefore sin is hateful, which is behind all the 
teaching of Christ. 

fLEVEt is the pres. tense, not the future {µeve'i), as some 
Latin authorities take it to be. Not only in the world to come, 
but in this world, the " wrath of God " abides upon him who is 
continuously rebellious, in will and deed, against the heavenly 
vision. 

The second witness of .fohn the Baptist (vv. 22-30) 

22. 11na. TauTa, the phrase with which Jn. is accustomed 
to introduce new chapters to his story (see Introd., p. cviii). 
After the ministry of Jesus in Jerusalem at the Passover and 
the interview with Nicodemus (222tr•), He moved with the 
disciples whom He had gathered round Him (see on 2 2) into 
the country districts of Jud:ea, Et<;; ~v 'Iou8a(av y~v (the only 
occurrence in the N.T. of this descriptive phrase; cf. Mk. 15), 

and He stayed there with them, baptizing. Probably the 
locality was somewhere near the fords in the nei&_hbourhood of 
Jericho. 

o,arp{{3eiv occurs in N.T. elsewhere only in Acts (but 
see on 1154). The imperfect tenses 8teTpLl3Ev •.• ,113,t,mtEv 
imply that Jesus and His disciples made a stay of some duration 
in the district. Here, and at 326 41, it is said that Jesus baptized 
people; but the editor's correction at 42 states that Jesus did 
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8£ Kat 'Iwav17, {3a'Tr'r{(wv £V Aivwv lyyv, TOV laAEtJJ,, OTL ilBarn 
1TOAAa ~v £KE£, Kat 1rapey{vovTo Kal l{3a1rT{(oVTo" 24. OV1TW yap ~v 

not baptize in person, that being the work of His disciples. 
This is the only ascription in the N.T. of a ministry of baptism 
to Jesus, whether in person or with the aid of others (see on 42). 

But there is no historical improbability about it. He had 
Himself submitted to baptism at the hands of John, thus (at 
the least) giving the seal of His approval to the ministry which 
John was exercising. His first disciples were taken from 
among the disciples of John. There is no question, at this 
stage, of Christian baptism, i.e. of baptism as a sacramental 
rite. That was only to be instituted after His Resurrection 
(Mt. 2819); cf. 739 • The baptism of John was symbolic of a 
cleansing of the soul (cf. 325 below), and making a fresh start 
in the spiritual life. " Repent ye " was an early message of 
Jesus (Mk. 1 15), as it was the chief message of John Baptist. 
See further on 42• 

23. For the constr. ~v ... 'lw. f3a-irTltwv, where we would 
expect l{3a'Tr'ri(ev (as in the preceding verse), see on 1 28• 

1rapay{yvoµ,ai does not occur again in Jn. 
John also was carrying on his ministry of baptism in the 

same neighbourhood, viz. at Aenon. 
ALvwv iyyu,; ToG Ia>.E[11. These places cannot be identified 

with certainty. There is a Salim to the E. of Shechem, and 
a village called 'Ainun to the N.E.; but (1) there is no water 
at 'Ainun, and Alv,;,,, was a place of ilBarn 1ro.\.\a; (2) 'Ainun 
is 7 miles from Salim, and this could hardly be described 
as " near " (cf. 1118 1920• 42 ); and (3) it is not likely that John 
the Baptist was labouring among the Samaritans (cf. 49). 

The site assigned by Eusebius and Jerome (and shown to 
the pilgrim Aetheria in the fourth century) is probably the 
true site, viz. in the Jordan valley about 7½ miles south of 
Beisan, the ancient Scythopolis. '' Aenon near to Salim " is 
marked at this point on the mosaic map of Madeba. There is 
still here " a remarkable group ·of seven springs, all lying 
within a radius of a quarter of a mile, which answers well to 
the description iloam 1ro.\.\a." 1 It is on the W. bank of the 
Jordan, and this is confirmed by v. 26. Cheyne would read 
" Jerusalem " for " Salim," and finds Aenon in 'Ain Karim, 
which is near Jerusalem on the W. side.2 But this is merely 
guess-work. 

Those who find allegory in Jn.'s place-names, interpret 
" Aenon near to Salim " as indicating " fountains near to 

1 Sir C. W. Wilson in Smith's D.B. 2, s.v. "Aenon." 
1 See E.B., s.v. "John the Baptist." 
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peace," the Baptist preparing for the higher purification by 
Christ the King of peace (Melchi-zedek).1 

24. This verse is a parenthetical comment of Jn. (see In trod., 
p. xxxiv), which indicates the time at which the events happened 
which he records (see p. cii). The Synoptists tell nothing of 
this ministry of Jesus in Judcea, and Jn. is careful to remark 
that it was exercised in the earlier days of His public activity, 
before John the Baptist had been imprisoned. It is quite in 
his manner to assume that his readers know of the arrest of 
John and his martyrdom (cf. Introd., p. xciv). See also 
on 535. 

All that has been mentioned in the Fourth Gospel up to this 
point seems to be precedent to the wonderful ministry in Galilee 
(Mk. 1 14-66), which culminated in the choice of the Twelve 
(Mk. 313) and their subsequent mission (Mk. 67). Indeed Mk. 
expressly says that all this was " after John was delivered up " 
(Mk. 1 14). When, therefore, Jn. speaks of the "disciples" 
who were with Jesus in this early ministry in J udcea, we cannot 
assume that the " Twelve " are indicated, the presumption 
being the other way (see on 2 2 above). That episodes like 
those in c. 3 and the beginning of c. 4 are not recorded by Mk. 
may be due to the fact that Peter, upon whose reminiscences 
Mk. has largely based his narrative, was not present; while 
their appearance in the Fourth Gospel is explicable, if the 
authority behind it was one of the disciples who witnessed the 
ministry in Judcea and Samaria. He may have been John the 
son of Zebedee. 

25, 26. lylvno oov KT>... " So there arose a questioning 
on the part of (iK) John's disciples with Jews about purifying," 
sc. about the purificatory baptisms which Jesus, as well as 
John, was encouraging.2 The turn of the sentence (lK) shows 
that it was the Baptist's disciples who began the dispute; they 
were puzzled that Jesus, to whom John had pointed as One 
far superior to himself, should carry on a ministry, outwardly 
similar to John's, and thus divert disciples from their own 
master, who was pre-eminently "the Baptist." Naturally, 
they would cross-examine the Jews who flocked to Jesus' 
ministry of baptism, and would ask them what was its special 
virtue. 

Finally, they came to John with their complaint, addressing 
him as their Rabbi (see on 1 38): '' He who was with thee on the 

1 So Abbott, E.B., 1796. 
2 Abbott (Diat. x. iii. 332) thinks that the dispute must have liad 

reference to the association of fasting with baptism. 

VOL. I.-9 



1 30 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [III. 26-29 

TOW p.a0'YJTWV 'Iwavov P,£TO, 'Iovoa[wv 1r£pl Ka0apwp.ov. 26. Kat 
~>..0ov 1rpo, TOV 'IwaV'YJV KQL £l1rav avr4' 'P a/3 /3 d, o, ~v /UTa uov 
1rEpav TOV 'Iopoavov, <e UV µ£µ,apTl'!p'YJKa,, i'.8£ OVTOS /3a1rr[(£L KQL 
1ravn, f.PXOVTQL 1rpo, avrov. 2 7. &1r£Kpt0,,, 'Iwav,,,, KQL £71r£V Ov 
ovvami t1.v0pw1ro, >..aµ,/3arnv ovow eav µ,~ YI 0£00P,EVOV avr4' £K TOV 
ovpavov. 28. avTOL VP,£t, µoi µaprvp£LT£ OTL £l1rov OvK £iµL ey6' b 
Xpiur6,, &>..>..' OTL • A1r£ura>..µivo, dµt eµ1rpou0£V £K£[vov. 29. 'o 
•xwv T~V vvp,<p'YJV vvµ,rj,{o, eur[v· b OE rj,[>..o, TOV vvµ,rj,fov, b £UTrJK6', 

other side of the Jordan (sc. at Bethany or Bethabara; cf. 1 28), 

to whom thou hast borne witness (1 32), behold (see on 1 29), He 
(ovro,, perhaps implying hostility; cf. 642) is baptizing and all 
are coming to Him." They were jealous and angry that what 
they counted their master's prerogative should be invaded. 

t~nJaLs does not occur again in the Gospels, but we find 
the word in I Tim. 64, suggesting meticulous dispute rather 
than legitimate and profitable inquiry. 

The rec. reading 'lou8a(wv (N*® jam. 13, the Latin vss., and 
Syr. cu.) seems preferable to 'Iovoafov (N°ABLNWr~), which 
the R.V. has adopted. If the dispute were only with an 
individual Jew, we should expect 'Iovoafov rivo,.1 

We have had the word Ko.80.pLa11os, of ritual or ceremonial 
purification, at 26 above. 

27, 28. d.1rEKp. '1111. Ko.l Et1rEv. For the construction, see on 1 26• 
John's reply to his disciples' outburst of jealousy was to 

remind them of a great principle of life: '' A man can receive 
nothing, except it have been given him from heaven." As Paul 
says, " What hast thou, that thou didst not receive ? " (1 Cor. 
47). The same principle is enunciated, in different forms, 
Jn. 665 1911• As to John's baptism, it became a puzzle to the 
Jews whether it was " from heaven or of men " (Mk. 1130); 

John would certainly have claimed that his commission to 
baptize was "from heaven," but he could not go beyond its 
limitations. " Ye yourselves," he answers, " are my witnesses 
that I said I am not the Christ (1 20• 23), but that I am sent 
before (115) Him (eKELvou, sc. Jesus, whom you know that I 
acclaimed as the Christ)." 

After >.o.11/3amv, L®fam. 13 add &rj,' fovrov. 
29. o exwv TTJV vu11cp'IJV vup.cj,(os EUTLV- This is the only refer

ence in Jn. to the representation of Christ as the Church's 
Bridegroom, which has its origin in the mystic phraseology of 
the O.T. (see on 1 12). Yahweh is described as the jealous 
husband of Israel (Ex. 3415, Deut. 3116, Ps. 7327), or as betrothed 

1 Bentley suggested that µera 'Iovoalov was a corruption of µera rwv 
'I.,,o-oD, a violent and unnecessary emendation, although Loisy seems to 
view it with favour. 



III. 29-30.] SECOND WITNESS OF JOHN BAPTIST l~l 

Kal J.Kovwv ain-ov, xapij, xa{pn Ota 'T~V <pWV'YJV 'TOV vvµ,cf,fov. aii-r17 
oiv ~ xapa ~ eµ,~ 7l"E7I"A~pw-raL. 30. EKElVOV Oet al,gavuv, lµ,e Of 
e>..a-r-rovcrOai. 

to Israel (Hos. 2 19), and we have the explicit statement, " Thy 
Maker is thy husband: Yahweh of hosts is His Name" 
(Isa. 545). The Rabbis held that Moses was the paranymph 
or " friend of the bridegroom." In the N. T. Christ is repre
sented as the Bridegroom, and the Church, the spiritual Israel, 
as the Bride. The image appears in Paul (Eph. 532 and 2 Cor. 
n 2 ; in the latter passage, Paul regarding himself as the 
paranymph), and also in the Apocalypse, where the New 
Jerusalem descends from heaven as a bride adorned for her 
husband, the Lamb (Rev. 197 21 2). This doctrine, according 
to the Synoptists, goes back to the teaching of Jesus Himself. 
The parables of the Marriage Feast and of the Ten Virgins 
(Mt. 221 251) imply as much; and, above all, there is the reply 
of Jesus to the question why His disciples did not practise 
fasting, while the disciples of John the Baptist did: " Can the 
sons of the bridechamber fast, while the Bridegroom is with 
them?" (Mk. 2 19). In this saying Jesus claims to be the 
mystical Bridegroom Himself, and thus answers those who 
would put Him on a level with John the Baptist. 

The answer of John in the present passage is similar. His 
disciples complain because his work is being invaded by Jesus; 
but he reminds them that while Jesus is the vvµ,cf,fo,, who 
naturally has the Bride for His own,· he, John, is only o cf,{Ao, 
rnv vvµ,cp{ov, the Bridegroom's friend, the paranymph, whose 
office it was to bring the Bride and the Bridegroom together. 
That being done, his task is accomplished. 

The shoshben, or 7rapa,,vµ,cf,w,, was a well-recognised per
sonage in Jud~a (not in Galilee, and there is no mention of 
hiir. in the account of the marriage at Cana). He stands 
expectant (o lcr-r11Kw,; cf. 1229), and rejoices when he hears 
the voice of the bridegroom in converse with his bride (for 
~ cpwv~ -rov vvµ,cf,{ov, cf. Jer. 734 169, Rev. 1823). 

xapri xa(pu does not occur again in Jn., but is found Isa. 
6610, 1 Thess. 39. It is not necessarily a Hebraism; cf. Plato, 
Sympos. 195 B, cf,evywv cf,vyii -r,, y~pa,. 

TJ xapa TJ 'I'-~ irrn>..~pw-rm. Cf. for the same phrase, 1511• 
eµ,o, is a favourite possessive pronoun with Jn., occurring 

40 times, as against one appearance in the Apocalypse (Rev. 2 20). 

Cf. Introd., p. lxvi. 
30. lKeLvov 8eL a&~aveLv K-r>... Again (see on i 4) we have oe1, 

"it has to be." The herald's task is over when He who has 
been proclaimed is come. It was divinely ordered that John 



132 GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [III. 30, IV. 1. 

IV. 1. 'o, o~v lyvw o Kvpw, OTL ~Kovcrav oi ~aptcratot 6TL 'I-1crovs 

the Baptist's ministry should recede into the background, 
while that of Jesus drew "all men" (v. 26) more and more. 
" He must increase, while I must decrease," is the final 
message of the Baptist. So Jesus had said, " The least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he" (Mt. 1111). 

Jesus leaves Judceafor GaNlee by way of Samaria (IV. 1-4) 

IV. 1. o Kup,os. This is read by ABCL ThW, but the 
Western reading (~D® Jam. 1, with a b c ejf2 l Syr. cur.) is 
o 'I.,,crov,. It is plain that the text has been tampered with. 
The verse is clumsily expressed and seems to have been re
written, o Kvpw, having probably been inserted in the later 
draft to remove any ambiguity as to the subject of the sentence. 

It has been pointed out (on 1 38) that His disciples were 
accustomed to address Jesus either as Rabbi (Teacher) or as 
Mari (Lord). And in His absence, according to the Synoptists, 
they used both terms, either saying o 8i8acrKaAo, (as Jesus bade 
them do, Mk. 1414) or o Kvpw, (Mk. 113), an appellation 
which He approved (Mk. 519). In Jn., Martha says o 8i8«fcrKaAos 
(n28); Mary Magdalene says o Kvpw, (202• 18), and so do the 
disciples (2025 217). 

In direct narrative, when the evangelists are using their 
own words and not reporting the words of others, a distinction 
must be made. In Lk. (713 101 1139 1242 1i 2261), "the Lord" 
is often used by the evangelist. So in the Marean Appendix 
(1619• 20) we have " the Lord " twice. This also is the usage 
of the Gospel of Peter. But Mk. (followed by Mt.) never 
writes "the Lord," but always "Jesus." The primitive 
narratives, that is, took the form "Jesus said ... ," "Jesus 
did .... " The form " the Lord said " is later. 

Now in the direct narrative of the Fourth Gospel we find 
"Jesus" as in Mk., and not "the Lord" as in Lk., with five 
exceptions which are instructive. In 41 623 11 2, o Kvpws is 
the true reading; but these verses are all explanatory glosses, 
not from the hand of Jn., but written after the first draft of the 
story had been completed. In 2020 2112, where we have o Kvpws, 
we are in the middle of the post-Resurrection narrative, and it 
is not unnatural that special reverence should be exhibited in 
writing of Him who had risen. 

Soon after the Resurrection, the title began to imply that 
larger and deeper meaning of o Kvpw, as the representative of 
:,~:,•_ which is frequent in Paul and is found in the Acts (236 911). 

That "Jesus is Lord" (1 Cor. 123 ; cf. Phil. 2 11) has become 



IV. 1-2.] JESUS LEAVES JUDJEA FOR GALILEE ~3 

7rA£lova<; p.a0riras 71"0L£t /(at /3a1rTttn ~ 'Iwavri<;,-2. KaLTOLY£ 'Iria-ov<; 
avra<; OVK l/3a1rnt£v aAX oi p.a0rirat al•Tov,-3. a<p~K£V T~V 'IovSat'.ai, 

the central thought of the Christian profession; but now the 
predicate means more than " Master," for it expresses the 
doctrine of the Incarnation. Perhaps we may say that the 
passage from the lower to the higher sense begins with the 
citation of Ps. 1101 by the Master Himself (Mk. 1236). 

Thus the. use by Jn. of the form of narrative in which the 
central figure is designated as "Jesus" (save in the ex
ceptional passages cited) rather than as " the Lord," illustrates 
well the primitive characteristics which the Fourth Gospel 
exhibits. 

Probably some time had elapsed since Jesus had begun His 
ministry in Jud.ea (cf. SdTpi/3£1', 322); and it is possible 
that His departure was subsequent to John's imprisonment 
(cf. 324). The Pharisees (see on 1 24) had begun to take notice 
of Him, being perhaps even more suspicious of Him than they 
had been of John (124), because they had heard that (3Tt 
recz"tan#s) "Jesus is making more disciples than John "; 
and so He moved to another place (cf. i 1039). At this stage 
He was anxious to avoid open collision with the Pharisees. It 
will be noticed that we have the "making of disciples" and 
" baptizing " associated closely thus early, long before the 
charge is said to have been given to the apostles p.a0rinvuan 
••• /3a11"TL,OVT£<; avTOV<; (Mt. 2819). 

The art. is omitted before 'ITJuov-s 1r>..etova~ f-L«8. 1rote'i:, con
trary to the general usage of Jn., who prefers to write 
o 'Iria-ov<; (see on 1 29). We have the same omission at 447 624, 

and for the same reason as here, viz. that 3n introduces the 
words which were actually spoken : the construction is not 
oblique, but that of on recitantis. 

2. If this verse is part of the original draft of the Gospel, 
it is a parenthetical comment or correction by Jn., and is quite 
in his manner (see on 2 21). He wishes to prevent his readers 
from making any mistake; the Pharisees had heard that Jesus 
was baptizing disciples in large numbers, but Jn. pauses to 
explain that the report which reached them was inaccurate 
in so far as it suggested that Jesus baptized in person. And it 
may be that this correction of tl/3a1rntev in 322 (where see note) 
is well founded. 

But it is probable that the verse 42 is not from the hand of 
Jn.,1 but was added at a revision of the text, because of the 
idea that it would detract from the dignity of Jesus to perform 
the ministry of baptism, which even Paul was accustomed as a 

1 See lntrod., p. xxxiii. 
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tal ,b6).\0ev 1r,,>..w Et<; T~V l'a>..,>..aiav. 4. "Eon 0£ avrov odpxErr0a, 
Ota T~<; laµap{a<;. 

5· "EpxErn! otv Ei<; 7rOA!V T~<; laµap{a<; AeyoµIVYJV lvxap, 1rAYJrrlov 
TOV xwp{ov S £0WKEV 'IaKi:43 'Iwrrq<j, T<e v,.;; avrov· 6. ~JI 0£ lKEt 1rYJY~ 

rule to leave to others. There are slight indications, too, that 
the style of the verse is not Johannine. Ka(ToiyE does not 
occur elsewhere in the N.T., and Jn. is apt to use Kai where 
another would use Kafro, (see on 1 11). Again, 'IYJrrov<; is not 
preceded by the def. article, as is the general usage of Jn. 
(see on 1 29). For ot 11a811ral aGTou, see on 2 2 • 

8. dcf>ilKev T~v 'lou8a[av, " He forsook Jud::ea." &<J,{11µ1 is 
an unusual word to use of leaving a place, but cf. 1628• 

D® Jam. 13 with Latin texts read r~v 'Iovoa{av y~v (cf. 322). 

Kal d1r11Mev mf>.w EL<; T~v ra>.,>.a[av, " He departed again 
into Galilee," the first ministry in Galilee having been already 
described (143-212); see on 324 • We should not have ex
pected the aor. &~MEV, as the journey is not yet completed, 
and the Samaritan episode comes next. But it is quite good 
Greek, el,; meaning "towards." "He left again for Galilee," 
is the exact rendering. 

mf>.tv is a favourite word with Jn., as with Mk. It is used 
of going back to a place, as it is here, 446 615 1040 117 1833. 38 

194 • 9 2010• AB*ra omit 1ra>..,v, but ins. ~B2CDLThW® Jam. 
13 with the O.L. and Old Syriac vss. 

4. elleL lle aGTOV KTX., SC. " He had to go through Samaria," 
unless He wished to make a detour. Josephus mentions 
(Anti. xx. 6. 1) that it was the habit of the Galil::eans going 
to Jerusalem to pass through Samaria, this being the direct 
route (cf. Lk. 951• 52). But apparently Jesus did not start 
from Jerusalem, but from Jericho ( cf. 322); and the road that 
He took was probably the north-western road from thence 
to Ai and Bethel, where He would strike the great northern 
road used by caravans. 

lon does not stand here for any Divine necessity, although 
Jn.often uses it thus (see on 24 314). 

Discourse at the well with the Samaritan woman (vv. 5-26) 

5. Iux<fp. "Near to the plot of ground (xwp{ov; cf. Mt. 
2636) that Jacob gave to Joseph," i.e. to the E. of Shechem 
(Gen. 3J18 4822), the modern Nablt2s. Some have thought 
that Sychar and Shechem are identical, but they have been 
distinguished since Eusebius. Sychar is probably to be 
identified with the village 'A skar (l1 having displaced ~, a 
linguistic change which is also observable in the Arabic form 
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'TOV 'laKw/3. lJ oiv 'l'l)CTOV<; KEK07rLaKW<; EK 'T~<; b'8oi1rop{ar; EKa(Ntero 
OVTW<; t7rl Ti/ 1r'IJYii' wpa ~v w<; tK'T'I), 1 · EPX£TaL YVYIJ EK 'T~<; lap.a-

of Ascalon). 'Askar is situated about five furlongs N .E. of 
Jacob's Well.1 

E. A. Abbott finds Sychar in the root i:Jr:i, '' drunken
ness "; i.e. it is an opprobrious name for Shechem (cf. Isa. 281): 

this, he suggests, is suitable to the moral of the dialogue, which 
has to do with drinking.2 But there is no need to find such 
subtle and obscure allegory in a place-name. 

6. KEKomaKws. The verb is used again by Jn. only at 
v. 38. 08011rop[a appears elsewhere in the N.T .. only at 
2 Cor. n 26• 

tlKa8lteTo, " He was seated "; cf. n 211 2012• Ka0l(oµai in 
the N.T. is always used in a durative sense. Tw has the unique 
variant lKa./)urav. 

ourws may mean "just as He was," sc. without waiting to 
select a place deliberately; but more probably it refers to 
KEKomaKw, EK r~, Mio,1roplar;, " tired with His journey, He was 
seated by the well." Cf. 1 Kings 27 for a somewhat similar 
use of ovrw,. ovrws is omitted here in some cursives and in 
Latin, Syriac, and Coptic vss. 

For KEKomaKws, see on 1 14 for Jn.'s emphasis on the true 
humanity of Jesus. He saw nothing in speaking of Jesus as 
" tired " which was inconsistent with His oneness with Him 
of whom the prophet wrote, '' The Everlasting God, the Lord, 
fainteth not, neither is weary" (Isa, 4028). 

"Jacob's Well" 3 is at a fork in the northern road to 
Samaria; one branch, the ancient caravan road, going N.E. to 
Scythopolis, the other going W. by Nablus and thence N. to 
Engannim. The well is about 100 feet deep, and at the bottom 
the water collects, probably by infiltration. The double title 
1rrJy~ (v. 6) and <f,plap (vv. II, 12) is thus explicable. Why 
any one should have taken pains to sink a deep pit, when there 
is abundance of water both at Nabh1s and 'Askar, we cannot 
tell; any more than we can explain why a woman should come 
half a mile from 'Askar to draw water which she could have 
got in the village. But, at any rate, the well is there, and 
probably has been there since the days of Jacob. In the 
absence of knowledge of the exact position of the woman's 

1 See, for a full discussion of the site, G. A. Smith, Hist. Geogr. of 
Holy Land, eh. 18. 

2 E.B., 1801. 
3 For difficulties in the way of accepting the tradition that the well 

of Sychar was "Jacob's Well," cf. Pal. Explor. Fund Quarterly State
ment, April 1910, p. 131. 
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p{a, dvrA~<TaL v8wp. Atyn avrii t, 'I'Y}<TOV<; ~OS µoi "ll"ElV. 8. ol yap 
µa0'Y}ral af,rov drrEA'Y}AV0£L<TaV ds T~V "ll"OALV, tJla rpocf,as dyopo.<TW<TLJI. 

house, it would be idle to speculate as to the motive which drew 
her to this, which was even then a sacred well, rather than to the 
'Az"n at 'Askar. 

" It was about the sixth hour," that is, about noon (see 
on i. 39), the natural time to rest while the sun was at its height. 
The account given by Josephus of Moses resting by a well in 
Midian (Ex. 2 15) provides a striking parallel : Ka0eu0e1s l1r{ 
rivos cf,ptaro, lK rov K01rov Kat r~, ra>..ai1rwp/a, ~ptµn µe<T'Y}µ{3p{a, 
ov<T'YJ, ov 1roppw -r~, 1r6>..ews (A ntt. 11. xi. 1). As in the Gospel 
story, Moses was sitting by the well at midday, weary with 
his journey, when the women came to draw water for their 
flocks. No doubt, the usual time for this was in the evening, 
but there is no improbability in water being drawn sometimes 
at noon, as Josephus represents it, and as Jn. says that the 
woman came to do. 

7. "A woman of Samaria" (iK Tijc; IafJ-aplac;: cf. 144). 

In later days she was commemorated as St. Photina, on 
March 20. 

For aVT>..e'i:v, the regular word for drawing water from a 
well, see on 28• 9 above. 

Soc; fJ-OL 1re'i:v. So ~*B*C*DL; the rec. has metv. This is 
a common Greek constr.; cf. Xen. Cyrop. VII. i. 1, r4' 8£ Kvp<f> 
••• 1rpou~veyKav lµcf,ayetv Kat 1rietv, and see v. 33. 

8. ot yo.p l'-a811Ta1 aihoil KT>..., '' For His disciples had gone 
into the city (sc. Sychar, vv. 5, 39) to buy food." Had they 
been with Him, they would have been the natural persons 
to draw water for their Master, and He would not have had 
need to ask of a stranger. Probably they carried with them 
an avTA'Y}µa, or skin-bucket, as part of their travelling equip
ment, in which water could be drawn. The woman notices 
that Jesus has no avTATfµa (v. 11). 

We do not know which. of His disciples were with Jesus 
on this journey (see on 2 2), or how many there were. See 
further on v. 18. 

Syr. sin. places this clause in its chronological order after 
rr'Y}yyj (v. 6), a rearrangement of the text made for the sake of 
clearness; 1 but the use of parenthesis is quite in Jn.'s style 
(see, e.g., 2 6). 

Tpo4>nc;, vz"ctuals, only here in pl. number. 
That the disciples should buy victuals in a Samaritan town 

shows that the barrier between Jew and Samaritan was not 
impassable. The rule as to food seems to have varied from 

1 See Introd., p. xxvii. 
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9· >..lyn otv avrf ~ yvv~ ~ laµ,apEtTt<; Ilwr; CTV 'Iov3ato<; tiv -rrap' Jµ,ov 
7rEtV aint<; yvvatKO<; laµ,apEfrt8or; OVCT']<;; ov yap uvvxpwvrat 'Iov8a,oi 
laµ,apE{rai<;. IO. U7rEKp{0'] 'I17uovr; Kat El7l"EV avrfj El if8nr; T~V BwpEav 

time to time. One Rabbinical precept is, '' Let no man eat 
the bread of the Cuthreans, for he that eateth their bread is as 
he that eateth swine's flesh" (M. Shebhiith, viii. 10), and 
Samaritan wine was forbidden to a Jew. But, on the other 
hand, '' the victuals of the Cuthreans are permitted if not 
mixed with wine or vinegar" (Jerus. Ab. Zar. v. 4), and their 
unleavened bread was allowed (Bab. Kidd. 76a).1 There was 
continuous traffic of Jews through Samaria-from Galilee to 
Jerusalem, and from Jerusalem to Galilee-and it is unlikely, 
except at moments of intense theological excitement, that a 
hungry traveller would have scrupled to buy bread in a 
Samaritan village, or that a Samaritan villager would have 
scrupled to sell it. 

9. nwr; au 'lou8a.'i:oc; &iv KT>,.. The Samaritan woman affects 
surprise-for her words are ironical-that a Jew should 
ask her for water. There was nothing strange in asking a 
woman for water, as it was women who generally drew it from 
the wells; cf. Gen. 2417• However bitter the feeling between 
Jew and Samaritan, we cannot suppose that a draught of cold 
water in the noontide heat would be likely to be refused by 
either to other. It was counted the mark of a wicked man 
" not to have given water to the weary to drink " (Job. 227); 

and the precept of kindness was universal: '' If thine enemy be 
thirsty, give him water to drink " (Prov. 2521). Yet the woman 
makes her little gibe-half-jest, half-earnest-recalling to Jesus 
the old feud between Jews and Samaritans. She recognised 
Jesus as a Jew, perhaps by His dress or perhaps by His manner 
of speech (cf. Mt. 2673). The narrative does not say explicitly 
that she granted the request of Jesus, A6r; p.oi -rrEtv, but the 
reader is intended to understand that she did so. 

The explanatory comment o& ya.p auvxpwVTm 'lou8a.'i:oL 
Ia.p.a.pElTa.Lc;, "for Jews do not treat familiarly with Samari
tans," is omitted by N*D a be, but it must be retained with 
N"ABCLThWN®. CTVYXPauOai does not occur again in N.T., 
but it appears in !gnat. Magn. 3, vµ,'tv BE 7rp£7l"Et µ:q uvyxpauOat 
rfj ~ALKL<[, Tov lmuK611"ov, '' it becomes you not to presume upon 
the youth of your bishop," to treat him with undue familiarity. 

If uvvxpwvrai is translated "have dealings with," co-utuntur, 
the comment would not be accurate; for although Jews and 
Samaritans were intolerant of each other (cf. Lk. 953, Jn. 848), 

of necessity there was much business intercourse. As v. 8 
1 See, for these Talmudical references, D.C.G., s.v. " Samaria." 
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TOV ®EOv, Kal TL', l<TTtv o >..lywv uoi Ao, p.oi 7!"Etll, UV ilv i,T71uas 
aVTOv KaL €0wKEV av CTOL VOwp {W,,. 11. Af.yu aV-r<e 'Y} yvv~· KVpte, 

indicates, Jews could trade with Samaritans, as indeed they 
could do with heathen (cf. Neh. 1316). 

The comment is not that of the Samaritan woman, but of 
the evangelist, and is quite in his manner (cf. Introd., p. xxxiv). 

10. a'Jl'EKp. Kal et'II'. For the constr., see on 150• 

EL n8ns '"JV 8wp. KT>-., " If thou knewest the gift of God"; 
cf. 819• owpea, a free gift, occurs in the Gospels adverbially 
(Mt. 108), and is always used in the Acts and Epistles of a divine 
gift. It refers here to the "living water " mentioned in the 
next sentence, i.e. to the gift of the Holy Spirit (which owpea 
always indicates in the Acts). Some commentators have 
referred to 316, and have interpreted it of the gift which God 
gave of His Son, and the revelation of salvation through Him. 

TLS lunv l, >.lywv uoi. The woman had taken Him for 
a Jew. But He was no ordinary Jew, and if she had under
stood who He was, she would have been the suppliant (uu av 
iiniua.s aih6v, "It is you who would have asked Him), and 
He would have granted her request (cf. Mt. J7); He would 
have given her "living water." 

;swKev av uoi i/8wp twv. This saying was paradoxical in 
its form, like the saying with which the attention of Nico
demus was arrested (33). The woman did not understand it 
(v. u), nor could she have been expected to do so. But Jesus 
is here following the method by which He was accustomed 
to convey instruction to simple people who were willing to 
learn; and the discourse which follows may be particularly 
compared with 626r.. The plan of these instructions, for which 
there are Synoptic parallels, has been discussed in the Intro
duction, p. cxi 

i/8wp twv. '' Living water " is water issuing from a spring 
or fountain, unlike the water in Jacob's Well, which was due to 
percolation and rainfall,1 being collected in a kind of cistern 
or pit (To cppiap, v. 12). This was good water, but had not 
the virtues of " running " or " living " water, such as was 
always preferred,· especially for purposes of purification (Gen. 
2619, Lev. 145, Num. 1917). 

Water was full of symbolism to Eastern thought, and in 
the O.T. it is often symbolic of the Divine Wisdom which is 
the source of life. Thus " the law of the wise " is 11'1/Y~ /;o,~, 
(Prov. 1J14 ; cf. Prov. 1427). The Son of Sirach declares that 
he that possesses the law shall obtain wisdom: "with bread 
of understanding shall she feed him, and give him water of 

1 See l).C.G. ii. 40a. 
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OIJT€ d.VTATJµ,a •xei, Kat TO cppl.ap £CTTtV {3a0v· 7rri0ev otv •xet, TO v8wp 
ro 'WV; I 2. µ,~ CTV JJ,EL,WV e! TOV 1raTpo, ~µ,wv 'IaKw/3, cl, EilWKEV ~µ,'iv 

wisdom to drink" (Ecclus. 152• 3). Zechariah's vision of hope 
is that " living waters shall go out from Jerusalem " (Zech. 148 ; 

cf. Ezek. 471, Joel 318), z".e. that in the glorious future the 
blessings of the Law shall be extended far and wide. The 
promise of Isaiah (123) is "with joy shall ye draw water out of 
the wells of salvation," a passage specially parallel to the 
declaration of Christ here. 

" If thou hadst known who it is that speaketh to thee, thou 
wouldest have asked Him, and He would have given thee living 
water." To appreciate the depth of this saying, it must be 
remembered that, according to the 0.T., it is Yahweh Himself 
who is the Fountain of living waters (Ps. 369, J er. 2 13 1713 ; cf. 
Cant. 415, where the mystic Bride is described as <f,peap v8aTo, 
,wvTo,). So also in the Apocalypse, the river of the. Water of 
Life proceeds from the throne of God and of the Lamb (Rev. 
221 ; cf. Rev. 717). Thus the statement of Jesus to the Woman 
of Samaria that, had He been asked, He would have given 
her living water, implies His claim to be One with the Lord of 
the 0.T. prophets, who is alone the Source and Spring of the 
living waters which refresh the soul and assuage the spiritual 
thirst of men. See further on v. 14. 

Note that Jesus does not call Himself the Living Water, 
although He calls Himself the Living Bread (651). It is from 
Him that the Living Water proceeds, for this is the symbol of 
the Spirit which He was to send (739). 

There is no exact parallel in Philo to this doctrine of the 
Living Water which flows from the Word, although the similar 
idea expounded by St. Paul ( 1 Cor. 1 o4) of the mystical meaning 
of the Rock in the Desert from which water flowed forth for the 
refreshment of Israel is found in Leg. Alleg. ii. 21 : ~ yap 
aKpOTOJJ,O, 7rETpa ~ uocp{a TOV 0wv £CTTU', ~v a.Kpav Kat 7rpWTLCTTTJV 
ETEJJ,EV U7r0 TWV EaVTOV 8vvaµ,ewv, ,, ~- 7r0TL'Et TO., cpt>..o0eov', if!vxas. 

In the Messianic forecast of Isa. 357 one of the promised 
blessings was d, T~V 8iif!wuav y~v 1rTJY~ vOaTo,, and at v. 26 
below (where see note) Jesus is represented as declaring that 
He was Messiah. See on 91 for a quotation of this Messianic 
passage by Justin Martyr. 

11. KUpLe. She is impressed by the Speaker, and so 
addresses Him now (cf. vv. 15-19) in terms of respect (see on 
1 38). How could He provide spring water, or water of any 
kind, without a bucket (a.vTATJµ,a; cf. v. 8)? 

For cJ>pfap and its depth, see on v. 6. The broken constr. 
oin-e ... Ka{ is found only once again in N.T., at 3 Jn.10• 
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T() <pplap, Kal airrO~ £~ airroV E1r1.£v Kal. oi viol. a~roV Kai. TCI. Bpl.µµ,aTa 
am-ov; 13· &1reKp{0'Y/ 'I 'YJ<TOVc; Kat ei1rev avrfi !Lis o ,r{vwv EK 'TOV 
vllaTOc; 'TOVTOV lluH<Tn 1ra.>..w· I 4. 3c; /l' ~v 1r{v EK 'TOV vllaToc; 0~ Eyw 

>..lye1 aOT't) ~ yuv~. B, with the Coptic Q and Syr. sin., 
omits~ yvv~; but ins. ~cACDLThW@. 

12. It could not be from the well, that Jesus would provide 
living water. Whence then could He get it? Even Jacob 
got water for himself and his household from this well. Was 
the Speaker greater than Jacob, who had to draw the water 
from the well like any one else ? 

"'" au fJ,ELtwv et TOU 1raTpos ~fJ,WV 'laKwf3; See 631 and cf. the 
similar question put by the Jews (853), "Art thou greater than 
our father Abraham ? " 

" Our father Jacob." The Samaritans claimed descent 
from Joseph, through Ephraim and Manasseh (Josephus, 
Anti. xi. 8. 6). 

Ss e8w1<ev ~l'-'i:v TO cf,pfop. Field compares Pausan. iii. 25. 3: 
E<Tn llE iv rfj ITvpp{x'l:' <f,ptap EV rfj &yoprj., llovva, Ill <T<f,un 'TOV 
liAYJVOV voµ.{(ov<Ti. 

0piµ.µ.a is a word occurring nowhere else in the Greek Bible. 
Tcl 8plfJ,fJ,llTa means "cattle," a usage of which Wetstein gives 
many instances; etymologically, it might include also Jacob's 
servants or retainers, all who were fed by him. 

13, 14. Jesus explains to the puzzled woman that He does 
not speak of ordinary spring water. Those who drink of it will 
thirst again ; but the Living Water satisfies eternally (oo 1'-'I 
SuJ,~aeL eis Tov aiwva : cf. 635). The parallels between this 
discourse and that of 626f. have been exhibited in the Introduc
tion, p. cxi. 

14. " It shall become in him a fountain of water springing 
up unto eternal life." Inv. 10 the thought is of God as the 
Eternal Fountain; but it was also a Hebrew thought that the 
man who has assimilated the Divine Wisdom becomes himself, 
as it were, a fountain from which streams of the water of life 
proceed. Thus the promise of Isa. 5811 is, " Thou shalt be 
like a spring of water, whose waters fail not." Schoettgen 
quotes an apposite saying from the Talmud: " Quando homo 
se convertit ad dominum suum, tanquam fons aquis uiuis 
impletur, et fluenta eius egrediuntur ad omnis generis homines 
et ad omnes tribus." And similarly Wetstein quotes from 
Tanchuma, f. 17. 1: "Uncle Abrahamus didicit legem? R. 
Simeon filius J ochai dixit: bini renes eius tanquam binae 
lagenae aquarum factae sunt, ex quibus lex promanavit." 
See on 738 below. 

The passage in Ecclus. 2421-31 about the Divine Wisdom 
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8,!iuw avr<?, OV ,.,.~ 8uHu£L de; T6V al,;,va, &.,\,\a, T6 -i58wp 8 8wuw 
avT<e yev~CTETaL lv a&,;; 'Tr'YJY~ VOaTO<; aAAOf-L€VOV e1c; {w~v a1wvwv. 

presents some parallels to these thoughts. The stream of the 
waters of Wisdom comes originally from God: " Her thoughts 
are filled from the sea, and her counsels from the great deep " 
(v. 29). Of the wise man increasing in wisdom it may be 
said, "My stream became a river, and my river became a sea" 
(v. 31); these waters of Wisdom lose themselves at last in the 
same eternal Ocean whence they sprang. Cf. Ps. 369 7rapa 
uo, 7r'YJYTJ (wijc;. The water of life is, as Jesus says here, 'll"'IJY~ 
i18aToc; cH,>..o/1-lvou de; tw~v ai.wvLDv, leaping forth to eternal lzfe. 
C. Wesley puts it all in familiar words: 

" Thou of life the Fountain art, 
Freely let me take of Thee ; 

Spring Thou up within my heart, 
Rise to all eternity." 

The verb ,D1.>..o,.,.ai does not seem to be applied elsewhere 
to the action of water. But water in this passage is symbolic of 
the Spirit (cf. 738f·); and " aUo,.,_ai or l,f,a>..>..o,.,_ai in LXX is 
applied to the action of a 'spirit of God,' forcing its way or 
falling violently on Samson, Saul, and David." 1 It may be, 
therefore, as E. A. Abbott has suggested, that aUo,.,_i.vov is 
used here with special reference to the action of the Holy Spirit, 
vehement like that of rushing waters. If that be so, de; {w~v 
alwvwv expresses the purpose of this spiritual torrent of grace; 
it is " with a view to eternal life." · 

There seems to be a reminiscence of this passage in Ignatius, 
Rom. 7, -i58wp Se {wv Kat ,\a,\ovv t lv Ef-LOl, where Lightfoot 
supposes the MS. reading to be a corruption of vowp oe {wv Kat 
a>.."-6,.,.evov. It is possible that there is also a trace of it in 
Justin (Tryph. 69). Commenting on Isa. 357 he says: 'Tr'YJY~ 
VOaTO<; {wVTO<; 7rapa 0wv ••• .lvl/3,\vuev (z'.e. has gushed forth) 
ovToc; o Xp1ur6c;. Cf. also Tryph. 114, and see on 738• 

Verses 10 and 14 are quoted explicitly in Pistis Sophia, c. 141. 

In one important particular, at least, the promise of Jesus 
about the Living Water transcends what is said about the 
Water of Wisdom by the Son of Sirach. "They that drink 
me shall yet be thirsty" are the words of Ecclus. 2421 ; the 
spiritual thirst is insatiable, so far as the Hebrew sage knew. 
But Jesus said: '' Whosoever shall drink of the water that I 
shall give him shall never thirst " (cf. 635). To him who has 
appropriated the revelation of God in Christ, there is no sense of 
imperfection in the Divine gift, no dissatisfaction with it as 
insufficient. The Living Water is always quickening, always 

1 Abbott, Diat. 2315; cf. Judg. 148· 19 1514, 1 Sam. 1010 161•. 
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IS· >..iyu 7rpo<; alrrov ~ yvv~ Kvpt£, Oo<; Jl,,Ol TOVTO TO vowp, i'.va JJ,1} 
8upw JL'Y/0( epxwµ,at lv0a8£ &VTA£tV. 16 . .\iyn avTn °Y1ray£ rj,WV'Y/<TOI' 

flowing in correspondence with human need. As Bengel puts 
it: " ubi sitis occurrit, hominis non aquae defectus est." The 
promise of Jesus is that those who "thirst after righteousness 
shall be filled " (xoprnrr0~rrovrni, Mt. 56). 

With £K TOU u8CLTOS 0~ lyw 8wrrw a1h'l' cf. 0 /1.pTO<; Sv lyw ◊W<TW 
of 651• ~DTbWN, with the Lat. and Syr. vss. generally, 
insert lyw before the second Swrrw; but om. ABCLrA@. 

ets Tov atwva, "for ever." This is a common phrase in the 
LXX and occurs elsewhere in the N.T.; but it is especially 
frequent in Jn. (651. ss 335. 51, 52 1028 1126 1234 iJ8 1416, I Jn. 211, 

2 Jn.2). 

The phrase ets tw~v atwvLov first appears in 4 Mace. 153, 

where a mother prefers to the temporal safety of her sons T1Jv 
£vrri/3nav ••• T1}V <TW,OV<J'UV £is aiwvwv tw11v KaTa 0£DV. It 
appears again in Jn. 4 36 6 27 1225, Rom. 521, 1 Tim. 1 16, and 
J ude21, and in each case the reference is to the future life, the 
life after death (see note on 315). 

15. >,.iy1;L 'll'pos mhov. For the constr., see on 2 8• For KOpLe. 

cf. V. II. 

Sos fJ.OL TOUTO TO uSwp. Cf. 634 Oo<; ~p.tv TOV apTOV TOVTOV. 
The woman did not understand Jesus' words about the Water 
which assuages thirst for ever; and her reply is a puzzled 
request: " Give me this water, that I may not be thirsty, and 
need not come hither continually to draw from the well." She 
speaks half in irony; for she does not believe in any 1rriy11 
voaTo, such as Jesus had incomprehensibly spoken of as being 
"in" the recipient of His gift. 

The rec. text has •pxwp.at with ACDWrA@ ; but i-:*B 
support 8u!pxwfl.CLL. As Field points out, 8dpxwµ,at may have 
arisen from a mistake in transcribing MHA€€PXWM<1.1 ; but in 
any case the prep. Su£ does not add special force to the verb 
here (cf. Lk. 2 15). 

tva fl.~ 8Lif,w KT>... For i'va with the pres. subj., cf. 629, 1 Jn. 1 3 

227 53. 
16. The exact bearing of the words of Jesus, '' Go, call 

thy husband, and come hither," is not easy to determine. Per
haps the woman was going off, after her last retort, and Jesus 
bade her come back again with her "husband," as He wished 
to carry on His ministry at Sychar (v. 39). He had observed 
her intelligence, and He knew her need. Another interpreta
tion of the words is that Jesus wished, by mentioning her 
"husband," to recall her to a sense of her sad condition, that 
thus the way might be opened for a fuller presentation to her 
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TOV avopa O"OV Kat EA0f. b0&8,. 17. &:rrEKp{(}YJ ~ yvv71 Kat ,l,,.,v 
OvK lxw avopa. A£'(El avTfj o 'l110-ov<; Ka>..o,, Ei7!"E<; on • Avopa OVK 
lxw· 18. 7!"£VTE yap avopa, lux••, KUL vvv c\v EXEL• OVK £0"TlV O"OV 
6.v~p· TOVTO a>..11&€, if.p1]Ka,. 19. A£'(El afmp ~ yvv~ Kvpu, 0,wpw 

of His message. We cannot in any case assume that more 
than a fragment of the conversation has been preserved, and 
much that was said is, no doubt, omitted in the narrative of 
Jn. (see on v. 18). 

For the verb omiyew, see on 167 ; and for the aor. imper. 
cj>wv11crov, see on 25• 

17. Ka.l e!n'EY. So t-t0ADLNr~@, but BCW Syr. sin. and 
Syr. cur. add a~r«;i. 

The woman, by this time, feels that she is in the presence of 
One to whom she cannot lie, and she confesses, "I have no 
husband." Jesus gently shows her that He knows all about 
that, and about her past. " You had five husbands, and he 
whom thou hast now is not thy husband." Jn. frequently lays 
stress on the power which Jesus had of reading men's hearts 
(cf. 148, 2 24• 25). If the report of His words here is precise, He 
showed more than natural insight, and this the evangelist 
evidently means to suggest. But (see on v. 18) we have to 
remember that the record of this conversation probably depends 
on the subsequent report of the woman (v. 27), and in regard 
to some details she may have confused what her own guilty 
conscience told her with what Jesus saw in her face. On the 
other hand, to have had five husbands in succession would be 
an unusual experience, and the woman may have been notorious 
for the number of her marriages. But there is no hint in the 
narrative that Jesus had heard of her before, although there is 
nothing to exclude this possibility. 

18. 'll'Evre iiv8pa.,. It is remarkable that Heracleon (accord
ing to Origen) read tt avopa,;, a reading unknown elsewhere. 
Origen, himself, finds allegory in the number jive, and says 
that it refers to the fact that the Samaritans only recognised 
as canonical the five books of Moses.1 

For d>..118l,, N has a>..110w,. 
Upon the words 'll'Evre yo.p iiv8pa., euxe, KT>... has been 

built a theory that the narrative of the Samaritan woman at 
the well is an allegory from beginning to end, and that the 
woman is a symbol of the Samaritan people. It is recorded 
(2 Kings 17241·) that the King of Assyria brought colonists from 
Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and planted 
them in Samaria; and that each set of colonists brought with 
them the cult of their former national deities, who were wor-

1 Comm. in Jn. (ed. Brooke), ii. 271. 
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shipped side by side with Yahweh. Here then are the five 
" husbands " of the Samaritan woman, while the husband who 
was "not a husband" stands for the spurious cult of Yahweh, 
which to the Jews was little better than heathenism.1 But this 
ingenious interpretation will not bear analysis. It appears 
from the narrative in 2 Kings I 73fl, 31 that not five, but seven, 
strange deities were introduced into Samaria from Assyria.2 

Further, these were not the objects of worship in succession, 
but simultaneously, so that the supposed analogy to the suc
cessive husbands of the Samaritan woman breaks down. Again, 
the allegory would imply that the heathen deities had been the 
legitimate gods of Samaria, while Yahweh whom she came to 
worship was not a true " husband " at all, and that therefore 
Samaria's relation to Yahweh was that of an illegitimate and 
shameful sort, shame equally resting on her and Him who was 
not her "husband." No Christian writer of the first century, 
or of any century, would have ventured to construct an allegory 
so blasphemous when its implications are examined. This 
fancy may safely be rejected. 

Another suggestion is that '' he whom thou hast is not 
thy husband " alludes to Simon Magus, who had a great 
influence in Samaria (Acts 89"11). 

But the simplest interpretation is the best. The narrative 
is a genuine reminiscence of an incident that actually happened, 
recorded many years after the event, and probably-so far as 
the words of the conversation are concerned-with much 
freedom. That Jesus expressed Himself so tersely and even 
enigmatically, to an ignorant woman, as the deep saying of 
v. 14 would suggest, without explaining what He said more 
fully, is improbable. On the other hand, the vividness and 
simplicity of the story have the note of actuality. The narra
tive brings out clearly the main features of the interview be
tween Jesus and the woman, and it is easy to follow the general 
lines of their conversation. 

When the woman got back to her friends (v. 29) she re
ported in eager haste what her experience had been, and told 
them what Jesus had said to her. She may have exaggerated 
or confused words here and there, but that the incident became 
known to any one was probably due to her own talk about it. 
Jesus seems to have been alone with her (v. 27), but this is not 
certain. If we could suppose that one of the disciples remained 
with his Master at the well, while the others went into Sychar 
to make their purchases (which would a priori be probable), 
then we should be able to refer the report of the conversation 

1 So Pfleiderer, Primitive Christianity, iv. 30. 
1 Nevertheless, Josephus (Antt. ix. 14. 3) counts them as five. 
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6Tt -rrpocp~rrr, ei uv. 20. oi -rrarlpes ~p,ow lv -rce 6pEL TOVT<fl -rrpoue
KVV'Y/Uav· Kal. ~p,Et<; >..lyerE 6n lv 'Iepouo>..vµ.oi,;; lurl.J' o -ro-rro<; 6-rrov 

to the disciple's recollection, as well as to the woman's account 
of it. And that the disciple who remained with his Master is 
not mentioned by the evangelist would not surprise us if he 
were John the son of Zebedee, who is kept so much out of sight 
in the Fourth Gospel, while at the same time his reminiscences 
are behind large parts of it. But this only can be affirmed with 
certainty, that the woman told the story to her fellow-villagers, 
and with such emphasis that many of them " believed on " 
Jesus, so that He (and no doubt His disciples) stayed a.t Sychar 
for two days (v. 40). All the disciples who were present (see 
on v. 8) must have become .thoroughly familiar with her report. 

19. For Kupie, see v. 11, and for the shades of meaning of 
8eCi1peiv see on 2 23• 

Kupie, 8eCi1pw KTX., :, Sir, I perceive," sc. from what you 
have said, " that you are a prophet " (cf. 917, Lk. 716, " a 
prophet" not "the prophet"). A prophet was one who had 
special powers of insight, as well as of foresight. Cf. Lk. i 9, 

where the Pharisee objects that if Jesus were really a prophet 
He would have known that the woman with the cruse of oint
ment was a sinner. The Samaritan woman was astonished at 
the knowledge of her personal history which Jesus displayed, 
and, by her reply, she virtually confesses that it is witL her 
even as He had said. 

20. The woman diverts the convi,rsation to another subject, 
and proceeds to raise a theological difficulty, either to evade the 
personal issue, or because she was honestly anxious to learn 
what a prophet with such wonderful insight would say about 
the standing controversy between Jews and Samaritans, 
Probably both motives affected her. 

ot 11'a.Tlpe<; ~,.,_wv KTX., " Our fathers worshipped in this 
mountain," z'.e. Mount Gerizim, at the foot of which Jacob's 
Well is situated. Abraham (Gen. 127) and Jacob (Gen. 3320) 

had set up altars at Shechem; and the Samaritan Pentateuch 
at Deut. 274 recorded the setting up of an altar in Mount 
Gerizim (the true reading being Mount Ebal); cf. also Deut. 
11 29 2i2, After the Return from the Babylonian Captivity, 
the Jews and Samaritans parted company, and a temple was 
erected on Mount Gerizim about 400 B.C. It was destroyed 
by John Hyrcanus about 129 B.c.; but the odium theologicum 
grew more bitter thereafter, and in the first century the hatred 
between Jew and Samaritan was ready to break out at any 
moment. 

Ka.l o,.,_eis Xlyere KTX., "and you (i.e. the Jews) say that 
VOL. I.-10 
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1rpOUKVVELV 8E'i. 2 I. AEYEL a-tnfi 6 'I'l)UOV!, II{uTEV€ µ.oi, yvvat, eh, 
EPXETat wpa OTE OVTE iv rcij 6pEt TOVT<p OVTE iv 'IEpouoA.vµ.ots 1rpouKvv+ 

in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship." b r611"os 
is '' the place (Deut. 126) which the Lord your God shall choose 
... to put His Name there" (cf. Deut 162 263), but the name 
of the place is not given in the Books of the Law, and the 
Samaritans recognised no later Scriptures (as they deemed 
them). Thus such passages as 2 Chron. 66 J12, Ps. 7868, to 
which Jews appealed as justifying their claim for Jerusalem 
as the appointed religious centre, were not recognised as 
authoritative by Samaritans. For r61ros as indicating the 
Temple, see u 48• 

J. Lightfoot 1 illustrates this passage by the following from 
Bereshith Rabba, § 32 : "R. Jochanan going to Jerusalem 
to pray, passed by Mount Gerizim. A certain Samaritan, 
seemg him, asked him, 'Whither goest thou ? ' ' I am,' saith 
he ' going to Jerusalem to pray.' To whom the Samaritan, 
'Were it not better for thee to pray in this holy mountain than 
in that cursed house ' ? " Cf. Lk. 963 and Jn. 848. 

The verb 11"po11Kuvei:v is used absolutely here and at 1220 ; 

it may be followed either by a dative, 421 • 23 938 (as always in 
Mk. and Paul), or by an accusative, 422• 23 (as in Lk. 2452). It is 
noteworthy that in the Apocalypse, where it occurs 25 times, 
there is the same variety of construction as in Jn. Cf. Rev. 514 

for the same absolute use as here.2 The word always stands 
in Jn. for divine worship, while elsewhere it sometimes signifies 
no more than respect (cf. Mt. 1826 and perhaps Mt. 82). 

21. 'll"LUTEue JJ,Ot, yuvat, is read by rsBC*L W; the rec. has 
yvvai, 1rluTwu6v µ.ot (ADNl'6.®). 

1rl11reue JJ-OL, a unique phrase in the Greek Bible, calls 
attention to the fact that what follows is deliberately said: the 
more usual aµ~v ap~v does not occur in this chapter (see on 
151). In a monastic Rule formerly ascribed to St. Benedict 
it was laid down that no stronger form of asseveration than 
this is to be used : '' iurainentum aliud nemo proferat, nisi 
Crede mihi, sicut in euangeliis legimus dominum Samaritanae 
affirmasse, aut Certe aut Sane.'' a 

yuvat; see on 24• 

epxeTaL wpa, " an hour is coming ": so v. 2 3, 526· 28 

1 H oraJ H ebr. iii. 2 79. 
2 Abbott (Diat. 1647 ff.} distinguishes 1rpocrKuvew with dat. as a 

Jewish constr. meaning" to prostrate oneself," from 1rpocrK. followed by 
acc. as a Greek constr. indicating a more spiritual form of" worship." 
But this is not really involved. 

3 From the document called Ordo qualiter /Migne, P.L. !xvi. 938), 
an eighth-century supplement to the Benedictine Rule. 
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<HTE r<i_j Harp{. 2 2. V/1-Et, 1rpocrKVV<LTE cl OUK olOaTE, ~/1-Et<; 1rpocr-

162• 25 • 32 • That the phrase occurs 7 times exactly is noted 
by Abbott (Diat. 2625). 

It is not ~ wpa, for the thought of the inevitableness of the 
predestined hour (see on 24) is not present here; cf. Lk. 1722• 

oun ... ouTe ... , "not (only) in Gerizim and not 
(only) in Jerusalem." These ancient rivalries will disappear 
when the spirituality of true religion is fully realised. The 
prophets had already taken this wide view. " Men shall 
worship Yahweh, every one from his place," was the vision of 
Zephaniah (211): "in every place incense is offered unto my 
Name, and a pure offering," was Malachi's forecast (111). 
The words ascribed to Jesus here are in entire harmony with 
His saying about the destruction of the Temple, and its replace
ment by the spiritual temple of believers (see on 2 19). Cf. 
Acts 748 1724· 25_ 

"The Father," not as contrasted with "the Son" (see 
335), but as the Father of all men. The Samaritan woman had 
referred to "our father Jacob," and "our fathers (who) 
worshipped" in Gerizim (vv. 12, 20); but pride of ancestry 
is to be replaced by the thought of the universal Fatherhood 
of God, when questions pertaining to worship are being 
answered. 

b 1rar~p is a very frequent designation of God in Jn. ; but 
it nearly always occurs in connexion with the thought of the 
Sonship of Christ. Here, however,. it is rather "the Universal 
Father"; perhaps we may compare 827 16261• (see on 627). 

22. This verse is an assertion of the superiority of the Jewish 
religion to the Samaritan, not based on any difference as to the 
place of worship, but rather on the difference as to their know
ledge of the Object of worship. "Ye," i.e. the Samaritans, 
" worship that which ye know not " ( cf. ~v v11-E'i, ovK oi8arE in 
v. 32). They accepted Yahweh for the true God, indeed, but 
they knew little about Him. By refusing to recognise the 
writings of the prophets and psalmists they had shut themselves 
off from all revelation of God except that which was contained 
in the Law. The Athenian inscription 'Ayvwcrr<p 0E<p quoted in 
Acts 1723 provides no parallel to the ignorance of the Samaritans. 
The Samaritans knew, as the Athenians professedly did not 
know, the Name of the God to whom they erected their altar 
on Mount Gerizim; but their ignorance was an ignorance of 
His character and purposes. 

"We," on the other hand, i.e. the Jews, "worship that 
which we know" (but cf. 728), the same God as the God of the 
Samaritans, but known to Jews as He was not known to 
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KV1'0Vf1-€V s oioaµ£v, OTl ~ <J"WT'Jp[a £K TWV 'Iovoa{wv <<FT{v· 2 3. dAAa 

Samaritans; cf. Ps. 14J19• 20•1 The Jews were the chosen 
people, '' whose is the adoption and the glory and the covenants, 
and the giving of the law, and the service (of God), and the 
promises" (Rom. 94). Paul's enumeration of their preroga
tives is not more emphatic than the calm statement, "We 
worship that which we know." The woman of Samaria is 
not permitted to suppose that the Speaker believes the Samari
tan religion to be as good as the Jewish, although He tells her 
that in the future their poor rivalries as to their respective 
sanctuaries will be disregarded as of no consequence. He 
gives the reason why the Jewish religion is, and must be, 
superior: ~ <FWT'Y}p{a f.K TWV 'Iovoa{wv £<FTlV, 

,j uwT'IJp(a., "the salvation," the Messianic deliverance (see 
on 317), was the central thought of Jewish national expectation 
(cf. Lk. 169• 71• 77, Acts 1326• 47). It was to come from the tribe 
of Judah, EK Twv 'lou8a.Cwv, as distinct from the other tribes; 
cf. Gen. 4910 (a passage which Samaritans accepted as canonical, 
although they do not seem to have taken it as Messianic), 
Isa. 5920 (quoted Rom. 11 26). Later Judaism held firmly to 
this conviction of Jewish prerogative. Cf. Test. of XII. Patr., 
Dan. v. 10, " There shall arise unto you from the tribe of 
[Judah and] Levi the salvation of Yahweh "; see also Gad 
viii. 1, Naph. viii. 2). See further for uwT~p, <rwTTJp{a, on 442. 
Here the point is that the Messianic deliverance was to be £K 
TWV 'Iovoa{wv. For the constr. eiva, E.K • . • cf. 146 722 , 52 1016 ; 

and for "the Jews" in the Fourth Gospel, see on 119 • 

The force of TJ/LE~S must be observed: '' We worship that 
which we know." Jesus, here, definitely associates Himself 
with the Jews; He is a Jew. Their God is His God. Now here 
in the Gospels is there another passage so emphatic as this, in 
its assertion of the common nationality of Jesus and the Jews 
who rejected Him; cf. Mt. 1524• Here He associates Himself 
with Jews in a common worship. The plural oi.8aµ£v in 311 

(see note) is not a true parallel to this. See on 1525• 

In this verse are expressed the worthiness of Jewish worship 
and the supreme privilege of the Jewish race; but in v. 23 we 
have on the other hand the simplicity of the ideal worship of 
God and the catholicity of true religion. Both aspects are 
included in the Fourth Gospel. The evangelist is not forgetful 
of the debt which Christianity owes to Judaism, while he views 
Christianity sub specie ceternitatis as for all men and for all time. 

23, 24. The repetition of Tous ,rpoa-KuvouVTa.s seems to have 
misled scribes and translators, so that there are a good many 

1 Cf., however, 864• 
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f PXETaL wpa Kal I/VII E<Tnv, 6TE oi O.A'IJ0LIIOl 7rp0<TKVll1JTal 7rpO<TKVJ/+ 
<TOV<TLJ/ T<e IIaTpl EJ/ 7TJ/EVJJ,aTL Kal o.A7J0Eiq: Kal yap o IlaT~P TOLOIJ

TOVS {1JTEL TOVS 7rpO<TKVJ/OVJ/Tas alir611· 24. II11Evµ,a O ®E6,, Kal TOVS 

minor variants, but none calling for special notice. Syr. cur. 
exhibits extraordinary confusion here, for in it .v. 24 runs as 
follows: " For God is a Spirit, and those that worship Him 
in spirit, and to worship for them it behoves, even those that 
in spirit and in truth worship Him." 1 

23. EpxemL wpa., repeated from v. 21 (where see note), the 
theme of that verse, which has been temporarily abandoned 
in v. 22, being resumed. It is a question whether Ka.l vuv laTlv, 
both here and at 525, should not be treated as an editorial 
comment on the words of Jesus. But probably the words 
"and now is" are appended to "an hour is coming," to 
obviate any misunderstanding. Jesus has told the Samaritan 
woman that the old rivalries as to sanctuary are passing away, 
and that in the future '' the true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth." But that is not confined to the 
future; it may be equally asserted of the present, that true 
worshippers worship thus. See on 525• 

For the word &.>..,,0w6s, "genuine," see on 19• Here o! 
d.>..118wol 1rpoaKUV1JTO.L is equivalent tp '' the genuine wor
shippers ": at whatever altar they worship, they worship lv 
1rveu11a.n Ka.l d.>..118el~ 

The 1r11Evµ,a is the highest in man, for it associates him with 
God who is Spirit. In so far as a.man walks KaTa. 1r11Evµ,a, does 
he realise the dignity of his being (cf. Rom. 85). To worship 
tlv 1rveu11a.n is, then, to worship in harmony with the Divine 
Spirit, and so to worship in truth (cf. 1613 To 7Tllevµ,a T~• 
&.>..110E[as). This is a general statement, and we must not 
bring in here thoughts which are peculiar to Christian doctrine, 
because of that fuller revelation of God which was granted in 
the Incarnation. Indeed, Philo has a passage precisely 
parallel: )'Vl)<TLOL [0Epa1rE'i'ai] ll£ Et<rtv ai 1/Jvx~s I/Ji>..~11 Kat µ,611'1Jv 
0v<ria11 cj,Epov<r11s, a>..~0na11, sc. " Genuine religious services are 
those of a soul offering the plain and only sacrifice, viz. truth " 
(quod. det.pot. insid. 7). Cf. Ps. 14518• 

Ka.l yap only occurs again in Jn. at 445 ; it seems to mean 
"for indeed" (but cf. Abbott, Diat. 2167). 

6 1ra.T~P, the Universal Father; see on v. 21. 

tYJTEL, "seeks." It is not only that the true worshippers 
are accepted of God, but that He seeks for such. The approach 

1 See Burkitt, Evangelion da Mepharreshe, ii. 219, and cf. Rendel 
Harris, Cod. Bezce, p. 246, who would trace the error to the Western 
colometry of D. 
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7rpO<rKv1101111Ta<; lv 7rJJEvµaTL KaL &'A.YJ0El?, llEt 7rpO<rKVJJEtV. 2 5. >..iyn 
UVT'{' ~ yvv~ O!oa OTL Meuu[a, •PXETaL, (J >...eyoµevo, Xpt<rTo,· ,hav 

of man to God is not initiated by man; the first movement of 
love is on the side of God. This is the constant teaching of 
Jn.; cf. 1 Jn. 410, and Jn. 316 644 1516. It is a phase of that 
doctrine of pre-destination which underlies the Fourth Gospel; 
see note on 314. The gift of the Spirit is a necessary pre
liminary to spiritual worship. 

24. irveu/La. o 8e6,. The spirituality of God was an essential 
tenet of Judaism (cf. 1 Kings 827, Isa. 31 3), although all its 
implications were not recognised. It was a tenet common to 
Jews and Samaritans, but it is here for the first time put into 
three words, and its bearing on the nature of worship drawn out. 
The similar phrases O 0eo<; <pw, ludv, (J 0eo, aya:TrYJ ludv (1 Jn. 
15 48), show that we must render " God is Spirit," not " God is 
a spirit." It is the Essential Being, rather than the Personality, 
of God which is in question. 

The consequence of this, as regards worship, is repeated 
from v. 23. For true worship there must be affinity between 
the Worshipped and the worshipper. 

ev irveufL«TL K«l o.>,118elq.. ~* has the aberrant reading lv 
7rvevµan &>..YJ0ela, (from 1417). 

For the repetition of the phrase "worship in spirit and 
in truth" from v. 23, see on 316 above. Such refrains or 
repetitions are a special feature of Johannine style. 

25. Little is known about the Messianic doctrine of the 
Samaritans, but that they cherished Messianic hopes, although 
less clearly than the Jews did, is known from other sources. 
Josephus (Antt. xvm. iv. 1) tells of a rising in Samaria, quelled 
by Pilate, which was evidently due to a kind of fanaticism, 
similar to that of Simon Magus in the same district (Acts 89) 

who gave himself out to be " some great one." 1 The Samari
tan woman thought of Messiah as a prophet, like the prophet 
foretold in Deut. 1818 (cf. v. 29 below). This was common 
to Jew and Samaritan, that Messiah was to be a Revealer of 
new truths about God and man: OT«v u..8n eKei:vo,, cl.vayye>..ei: 
(cf. 1613) ~fLLV havrn. Thus in the Si"militudes of Enoch 
(xlvi. 3) there is a description of the Son of Man '' who reveals 
all the treasures of that which is hidden, because the God of 
spirits hath chosen Him." 

ot8a. ~0Lfam. 13 have otBaµev. 
The Samaritan woman had already confessed that Jesus 

was "a prophet" (v. 19); but now she begins to wonder if He 
1 Cf. Justin, A pal. i. 53, for a vague statement of Samaritan doctrine 

as to Messiah, similar to Jew:sh belief. 
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V,On £KElVO<;, &.vayyEAEL ~JJ,LV a:1ravTa. 26. AEYEL aliTv ~ 'l'17CTOV<; 
'Eyw Eip,i, o >..a>..wv croi. 

27. Ka, brl. TOVT<e ~Mav ol p,a8'17Tal. aliTov, Kal. Wavp,a{ov OTI 

may not be more. " I know," she says it wistfully, 
" that Messiah is coming; when He comes, .He will declare 
all things to us." Her words are almost a query; they in
vite a further declaration on the part of Jesus, which He gives 
forthwith. 

Messiah is here without the article, and the title may have 
been used as a kind of proper name. At 141 (where see note) 
it has the article, and there as here is explained by Jn. for 
his Greek readers (cf. 1 38). 6 >..ey6,ievos is not " which is 
interpreted " (o icrTw p,E0Epp,YJvEVop,Evov, 141), but is equivalent 
to " which is commonly called," Xpun6s being used like a 
proper name by the time that the Fourth Gospel was written. 
See, for a similar usage, 1116 and cf. 52• 

26. Jesus declares Himself. '' I who am talking to you 
(>..a>..wv) am He." So, to the blind man whose sight had been 
restored, He said O >..a>..wv JJ-ET(J, crov £KELVO<; £(TTII' (937). The 
usage of the phrase lyw ei,iL in Jn. has been discussed in the 
Introduction, p. cxx; and it is probable that this is one of the 
cases where, although the predicate is not expressed, it is implied 
in the context: " I that talk to you am the Christ." See on 
V. 10. 

Nevertheless, the phrase fyw Eip,1 aliTo<; 0 ,\a>..wv is placed 
in the mouth of Yahweh at Isa. 526,·and it may be that Jn. here 
intends lyw Eip,1 to indicate the style of Deity, as at other points 
(see Introd., p. cxxi). Cf. esp. 868• 

lyw ELf-tL, 6 >..aM:w aoL, then, if not an assertion of the 
Speaker's Divinity, is at any rate an assertion of His Messiah
ship. That it should have been made so early in His public 
ministry is not in accordance with what we should gather from 
the Synoptists. Perhaps Jn. has antedated this momentous 
declaration; or perhaps it was actually made on this occasion, 
although unheard or unnoticed by Peter, who may not have 
been present with Jesus on His journey through Samaria 
(see on v. 8 above). 

The dz"sciples wonder (v. 27) 

27. l1rt TOUT<e KT>..., "upon this came His disciples," i.e. 
at this point in the story. l1ri TovT<e is not used elsewhere in 
the N.T. in this sense, but the reading is well attested, only 
N*D having iv TOVT'!), 

l0auJJ-atov, "began to wonder" or "kept wondering." 
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P,ETO. yvvaiK6; EA<lAEL' ovSel; P,£VTOL Ei7rEV Ti ('r}TEL, ~ Tl ,\a,\e1,; µeT' 
avT'rJ,; 

28. 'Acf,~KEV otv T~v Mptav a~, 'Y/ yvv~ KaL &.tj,\(hv Ei, T~I' 

,ra,\iv, KaL AE-yet TOL<; &.v0ponrot<; 29. ~EVTE 71l£TE av0pw1rov 1), el1r.fv 
µoi mf.vra & i1ro{'r/a-a · µ~T' oiln,; <<rTtv o Xpta-Ta<;; 30. lfiji\0ov EK 
T'r/> ,ro,\ew; Kat ~PXOVTO ,rpo, aVTOV, 

This is the true reading (~ABCDW®) as against the rec . 
..Oavµ.a<rav. 

To talk with a woman in a public place was not consonant 
with the grave dignity of a Rabbi; Lightfoot quotes the 
Rabbinical precept, '' Let no one talk with a woman in the 
street, no, not with his own wife." 1 

Yet the disciples had learnt by this time that Jesus had good 
reason for what He did, and they did not venture to expostulate. 
They did not ask the woman T( t'JTELS; '' What do you 
want ? " nor did they ask Jesus T( >..a>..e'i:c; p.eT' a1h,js; " Why 
are you talking with her ? " That they did not ask these 
questions, which they were tempted to ask, is the reminiscence 
of some one who was of the company. For p.EvToi, see on 1242• 

The Samaritan woman tells her friends about .fesus 
(vv. 28-30) 

28. The woman was so much impressed that she went off 
to tell her friends in Sychar. She left her waterpot, or ~8pla, 
which was a large, heavy vessel (cf. 2 6), behind her, as she 
intended to return speedily. Probably it had not yet been 
filled, as she had been engrossed with the conversation (cf. v. 7), 
and it was useless to carry it backwards and forwards. 

29. During the heat of the day, the men of the village were 
not working in the fields, and so she found them readily. In 
her excitement, she uses the exaggerated language of an un
educated woman, '' Come and see a man who told me all 
things that ever I did." 

1rana il. So ~BC* Syr. sin. Syr cur., as against 1ravra Za-a 
of the rec. text ( cf. v. 39). 

p.~TL o~Toc; £UTiv b XptOToc;; '' Is this, perhaps, the Christ?" 
(see on v. 25). Cf. Mt. 1223 µ~t OVTO; £<rTLV O vto, ~avdS; and 
Jn. 822 (for the form of sentence) µ~n &.1roKTevet foVTav; The 
question is put tentatively, with just a shade of hope that 
the answer may turn out to be in the affirmative. But cf. 
1835 and 215, where µ~n introduces a question to which it is 
assumed that the answer will be " No." 

30. We have seen above (v. 25) that the Samaritans had 
1 Hor. Hebr., iii. 287. 
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31. 'Ev T'{' µ.emf/J -qptimfJV avrov oi µ.a0YJTUt ,\lyovTE~ 'Pa/3/3d, 
cf,a.ye. 3 2. 0 0€ E(7l"EV a VTOL~ 'Eyw f3pwaw EXW cf,aye'iv ~v -bµ.e'i~ OVK 
oi'oan. 33· V,eyov oliv oi µ.a0YJTat ,rpo~ ,l,\,\~.\ov~ M~ TL~. ~vEyKo• 

Messianic hopes. The men of Sychar were so much impressed 
by what the woman told them that they left the village and 
"were coming" (~pxovro) to Him. The impft. tense is used 
as indicating that they were on their way while the conversa
tion between Jesus and His disciples which follows was being 
carried on. 

The rec. text has oliv after t~~>..eov, which is rejected by 
ABLrA®. But ~NW have it, and it would be quite in 
Jn.'s style. The omission of oliv by a scribe after lt~.\0ov 
would be a natural slip, ezHMONoy passing into ezH~0oN. 

The redundant t~~>..eov tK occurs again 842 • 59 1039, 1 Jn. 
2 19 ; and cf. 1829 • 

Discourse with the Disciples (vv. 31-38) 

31. tv Tc:i ,-..eTa~u (subaud. xpov<e), "in the meanwhile," 
sc. before the Samaritan villagers arrived. There is no exact 
parallel to this use of µ.emtu in the Greek Bible; but cf. 
Acts 1 s42 and Lk. 81 • 

i)p1,hwv 111hov KT>..,, '' the disciples begged Him, saying, 
Rabbi, eat.'' For oi µ,a0YJral used absolutely of the disciples 
who were present, see on 2 2• For lpwrav, "to beseech," cf. vv. 
40, 47. The disciples (see vv. 8, 31) were apprehensive lest 
He should be overcome by hunger and fatigue (cf. v. 6). 

See on 1 38 for '' Rabbi " as a title of address. 
32. Jesus had been fatigued, but He was sustained by 

spiritual support of which the disciples did not know (v. 34). 
i.yw and o,-..Eis are both emphatic. 

/3pwaLs occurs again 627• 55, in the same sense as the more 
correct form f3pwµ,a (see v. 34), viz. that of the thing eaten, not 
of the act of eating (as in I Cor. 84). The only other occurrence 
of f3pwaw in the Gospels is in Mt. 619• 20, where it means 
"rust." 

33. The conversation pursues the course usual in Jn.'s 
narrative. Jesus utters a profound saying (v. 32). It is 
misunderstood and its spiritual meaning is not discerned 
(v. 33). Then He enlarges the saying and explains it to some 
extent.1 

Here the puzzled disciples say to each other ('11'pos ci>..>..~>..ou,;; 
cf. 1617), " Did some one perhaps bring Him something to 
eat ? " 

1 See Introd., p. cxi, as to this method of discourse. 
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aimp q,ayli,v; 34• 'Myn avTOl<; & 'l17CTOV<; 'Eµov f3pwµa £CTTIJI iva 
11"0l1JCTW TO 8l1\17µa TOV 1rlµfavT6<; P,£ Kat TEAELWCTW av-rov TO lpyov. 

fl,~ ns ~vEyKev m'i-ri;i cj,ayeiv; For constr., see on 47; and cf. 
v. 29 for the form of the sentence. 

34. iroL~aw is read by BCDLNTh®W; the rec. text has 
1roiw, with ~ArA. Yet 1roi17uw may be due to assimilation 
.of tense with Te>..eLwaw which follows. 

Jesus answers the disciples by reminding them that it was 
in the fulfilment of His mission that He had His strength and 
His joy. He had been tired and, no doubt, hungry; but the 
joy of perceiving the receptiveness of the Samaritan woman and 
the eager welcome which the villagers gave Him was sufficient 
to renew His vigour of body as well as of spirit. 

To do God's will is the supreme obligation of man at every 
moment of life, and to it is attached the supreme reward (Mk. 
335, Mt. ]21, Jn. ]17 931 and passim). The condition "Thy 
will be done " (Mt. 610) governs all Christian prayer, as it 
governed the prayer of Christ (Lk. 2242,Mt. 2642) at Gethsemane. 
Christ's "meat" was to do the will of God, the metaphor 
being similar to that suggested by '' Man doth not live by 
bread alone, but by every word of God " (Deut. 83), which was 
the Scripture thought that supported Him in His Temptation 
(Mt. 44, Lk. 44); cf. Job 2J12, Ps. 119103• It was in Him that 
the words of the Psalm, " Lo, I come to do thy will, 0 God," 
received their complete fulfilment (Ps. 407• 8, Heh. 107). 

ifl,OV ~pw11-&. ianv 'lva iroL~aw KT>... : lva has no telic force 
here (cf. 629 158 173), "My meat is to do, etc." Wetstein 
quotes a good parallel from Thucyd. i. 70 µ17-re eop-r~v a'.11..\o n 
~yE'i:cr8ai ~ TO Ta Slov-ra 1rpafai. 

f3pwµa is found in Jn. only in this verse; see above (v. 32) 
on {3pwcri,;. The thought is one which appears many times 
in Jn.; e.g. "I seek not mine own will, but the will of Him 
that sent me" (530), and " I am come down from heaven not 
to do mine own will, but the will of Him that sent me" (638); 

cf. 1431 and Acts 1322• 

· Tou 1rlfl,,J11:wT6s fl-E. For the conception of Jesus as "sent" 
by God, see on J17• 

K«l TE>..ELwaw a~Tou To lpyov, '' and to accomplish His 
work." " To do God's will "is, in a measure, within the reach 
of any man, but "to accomplish His work," to perform it 
perfectly and completely, was possible only for the Son of Man. 
This perfection of achievement bore witness to the uniqueness 
of His mission: '' The works that the Father hath given me to 
accomplish bear witness that the Father hath sent me " (536). 

So at the close of His ministry He could say, "I have accom-
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35. ovx VP,EIS AE'fETE 6Tt "En TETpap,71v6<; E<TTlV Kal b 0epurp,or. 
l PXETal; ioov >..lyw vp.'iv, l7rapaTE TOV<; ocf,0a>..p.ov~ vp.wv Kat 0Ea<Ta<T0E 

plished the work which Thou hast given me to do" (1?4); 
and from the Cross came the word TET£AEumi (1930). 

35. The illustration of the harvest used by Jesus to unfold 
to the disciples the significance of the incident just narrated 
brings Jn. into line with the Synoptists, who repeatedly tell of 
His parables of the seed. 

He was the Great Sower (cf. Mk. 4141f-), and the seed just 
now sown in the heart of the Samaritan woman was springing 
up already. The harvest of souls at Sychar followed forthwith 
upon the sowing, contrary to the natural order in which he who 
wishes to reap must have patience and wait. Natural law does 
not always prevail in the spiritual world. The spiritual harvest 
was ready to be reaped with joy (v. 35), so that Sower and reaper 
might rejoice together (v. 36). But the reaping would not be 
for Him. It was the apostles who were to reap at a later date 
the harvest which originally sprang from the seed that He had 
sown in Samaria. 

TeTpOfl-"fVO<;;. So NABCDLNTh®, as against the rec. nTpa
p,71vov. TETpap.71vo,; does not occur again in the Greek Bible, 
although TETpap.71vov (used as a substantive) is read by A at 
Judg. 192 2047• The meaning "four months long" is not 
doubtful, and the words Tnp&f1,"fV6,;; eOTLv Kal o 8epLaf1,0S lpxeTaL 
mean " the harvest comes in four months' time." But 
we cannot interpret this as indicating that the harvest of the 
fields of Sychar would not be ready for four months from the 
date of the interview of the woman of Samaria with Jesus, for 
that would involve the scene being laid in January or early in 
February. That was the rainy season, and there would have 
been no difficulty in getting water to drink, such as is sug
gested (vv. 6, 7). The words oGx Ufl-E~S >..lyeTe, " Do you 
not say ? " which introduce the sentence, suggest that it was a 
proverbial phrase. 

J. Lightfoot (Hor. Hebr., in loc.) quotes a passage from 
a Rabbinical writer, showing that the agricultural year was 
divided into six periods of two months each, viz. seed-time, 
winter, spring, harvest, summer, and the season of extreme 
heat, so that the interval between sowing and harvest would be 
reckoned roughly as four months, although actually it might 
be a little longer. Thus Jesus here reminds His disciples of a 
rural saying, " Harvest does not come for four months," and 
then he points to the contrast with the spiritual harvest already 
ripe for gathering in the hearts of the Samaritan villagers, 
although the seed had been sown only that day. 
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The words of this proverbial saying, with a trifling change, 
form a line of iambic verse: 1 

7"£Tpap.'YJVO<; £(TT( x«:i 8Eptcrµo,; EPXETCU. 

If Jn. represented Jesus as quoting Greek iambics, then 
there would be some ground for treating the narrative of c. 4 as 
an allegory rather than as an historical reminiscence, freely 
edited. But this would be at variance with the general lines 
on which the Gospel is written. The disciples elsewhere (see 
on 138) address Jesus in Aramaic, and doubtless He spoke in 
the same language to them. That Jn. should represent them 
as familiar with a Greek proverb in verse is incredible~ Further, 
not only is this proverb unknown in Greek literature, but it 
would be hard for it to have currency among Greeks. There 
is no evidence that the Greeks had a sixfold division of the 
agricultural year as the Hebrews had; and if they did not 
adopt this division, four months would not be as likely an 
interval to be contemplated as normal between seed-time and 
harvest as five or even sz'x months. 

Again, En precedes nTpaµ'YJvo,; lcrTtv KTA. in ~ABCNThW A®, 
and has to be retained, although it is omitted by DL fam. 13 

Syr. cur. But ETL spoils the iambic senarz'us, and yet it must 
be reckoned with; for the saying which Jesus quotes as familiar 
to the disciples is, " There are yet four months (sc. from the 
time of sowing), and then comes the harvest." 

We conclude, therefore, that the rhythm of ;, 8Epicrµos 
£PX£rnt is an accident, and that we are to regard the whole 
phrase as the Greek rendering of an Aramaic agricultural 
proverb. See 514 for another accidental Greek verse. 

With the paratactic constr. ln nTpaµ'YJvo,; lcrTiv Kal. ;, 
8Epicrµ.os lpXETat, Milligan 2 compares the illiterate P Par. 1814 

£Tl 8vo ~µ.lpa<; lxoµ.Ev KaL cf,8acroµ.o, t:is II'YJAOLCTI,. 
t8ou >..lyw op.iv. l8ov is unusual in Jn., occurring again only 

in 1632 195 (1215 is a LXX quotation). Jn. generally has i8t: 
(see on 1 29). l8ov here and at 1632 is almost equivalent to 
'' but "; it introduces a contrast with what has gone before. 

bra.pan Toils ocf,8a>..µov,; is an expressive phrase, suggesting 
careful and deliberate gaze, which we have both in O.T. (Gen. 
131°, 2 Sam. 1824, 1 Chron. 2116, Ezek. 186) and in N.T. (Lk. 1623 

1813, Mt. 178). See on 6 5 (cf. u 41 1,1), where, as here, the 
phrase is followed by the verb 8£acr8ai, which in the N.T. 
(see on 114) is always used of seeing with the bodily eyes.3 

1 See Westcott, St. John, i. 179. 
2 Vocabulary of Greek Testament, p. 314. 
3 Abbott (Diat. 2616-7) attaches a spiritual significance to Jn.'s 

mention of our Lord's " lifting up " His eyes. 
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TO.I; xwpa,, OTL A£VKa{ £law 7rpo, 0epurp.ov ~a.,,. 36. b 0epllwv 
p.iu0ov Aap./30.vn K(lt uvvayn Kap7rOY £1. tw~v alwvwv, iva b U'TrEtpwv 

The disciples could see for themselves that the fields (cf. Lk. 
2 1 21 for this use of xwpa) were w hi tenin g for the harvest already. 
Jesus does not say that the material harvest of the fields of 
Sychar was springing up immediately after it had been sown; 
the harvest of which He speaks is expressly contrasted with 
the harvest that takes months to grow and ripen. The allusion 
is to the spiritual receptiveness of the Samaritan woman, the 
measure of faith which she has already exhibited (v. 29), and 
the eagerness with which her friends and neighbour~ were 
even now coming to inquire of Jesus for themselves. These 
were the fields for the spiritual harvest, which was patent not 
to the eye of faith only, but to the bodily eyes of the disciples, 
for these people were hastening to meet them even at the 
moment of speaking. 

~811 may be taken either with what precedes, or with what 
follows. But the word "already" seems to go more im
pressively with what has just been said than with the saying 
ofv. 36. 

Nothing, then, can be certainly inferred as to the time of 
year from this verse. The fields may have, literally, been ready 
for the reapers, and if so, it was the harvest season. That, in 
itself, would bring home to the disciples the meaning of the 
Lord's words about the spiritual harvest; but it is clear that 
it is the spiritual harvest which is primarily referred to in v. 35\ 
while it is the natural harvest which is the subject of the 
proverb of v. 35a. 

36. The terse, pithy aphorisms of vv. 35-37 recall the 
sayings of Jesus recorded in the Synoptists, by their form no 
less than by the use of the illustration of sowing and reaping. 
See Introd., p. ex. 

o 8ep(twv p.iu8ov Xa.p.{3&.m. Cf. the more general saying, 
true of all labour and not only of that in the fields, c'Jho, yap b 
,pyar11, TOV p.iu0ov avTOV (Lk. 107); and also 2 Tim. 26• Here 
the reaper reaps in spiritual fields, and his reward is that he 
gathers fruit unto life eternal. (For this phrase, see on 414.) 

The reaping is itself the reward, because of the joy which it 
brings; the '' fruit " which is gathered is that of the spiritual 
harvest, the outlook being not that only of the present life, 
but of that which is to come. 

Jn. does not use the word p.iu06, again, but of Ka.p'll"<>S he 
has much (152f-) to say. The apostles were chosen (1516) iva 
up.Et, V7rU.Y1JTE Kat Kap7rOV q,lp1JTE, Kat b Kap7ro,;; vp.wv p.lV[J. Just 
as Paul speaks of his converts as Kap7r6, (Rom. 113), so here 
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the "fruit" which the disciples were to gather ,,, twrw aiwvwv 
was the harvest of souls in Samaria.1 

NADI'.:\® and most vss. have Ka{ after lva, but om. 
BCLNThW. 

'lva b an-E(pwv KTA., " so that the sower may rejoice 
together with the reaper." This is quite contrary to the 
natural order. In nature the rule is that men sow in tears, if 
they are afterwards to reap in joy (Ps. 1265· 6). The labour of 
the sower is heavy, and it precedes by a long interval (cf. v. 35) 
the joy of the reapers at harvest-time (Isa. 93). But the prophet 
had sung of the wonderful days of Messiah, when '' the plow
man shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him 
that soweth the seed" (Amos 913 ; cf. Lev. 265), so fertile should 
the land be. Something like this had happened at Sychar. The 
Sower was rejoicing along with the reapers, who were already 
gathering- fruit unto life eternal. See on u 15. 

bµou 1s found again in N.T. only at 204 21 2 and Acts 21; 
and it is infrequent in the LXX. 

37. The rec. text has o before &>..ri8Lvos, but om. 
NBC*LNThW a. 

Ev yo.p TOuTw KTA., " Herein is the saying true (t.>..ri8wos, for 
which see on 19), One soweth, and another reapeth." Another 
proverb is cited here, for which many parallels can be found. 
W etstein quotes a"-Aoi µ.£v <T71'<tpovaiv, a.AAoi 8' aµ. ~,rnvmi. 

That the sower should not have the joy of reaping is regarded 
in the O.T. as a sad thing (Job 318), and is spoken of as a 
punishment for sin (Deut. 2830, Mic. 615). Yet this often 
happens, not through sin but through the unselfishness of the 
sower or the inevitable conditions of his work. So here, Jesus 
was the Sower, but He permitted His disciples to reap. And 
the labourer in the field of the spirit must be ready to acknow
ledge that " One sows, another reaps," may be a condition of 
his highest usefulness. " Sic uos, non uobis " is his Master's 
challenge. 

But more was involved here, and a greater paradox than is 
suggested by the rraper being a different person from the sower. 
That a man should reap where he had not sown is, indeed, 
ordinarily a matter for peculiar thankfulness on his part (Deut. 
611, Josh. 2413); but this privilege is the natural prerogative of 
the lord of the fields, who sends his servants to sow, but takes 
the harvest for himself (Mt. 2526). Yet Jesus, who was here 

1 The similarity between this passage and Gal. 68 o ,nr<ipw• Eis TO 
.,,..,f)µa eK Tou 1rP<vµaTos 0,pl<TEL fw1111 alwv,o,, is only verbal, although 
remarkable; cf. Rom. 622• 
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OTL a,\,\o, E<TTLV o urrdpwv KaL aAAo, o 0ep[,wv. 38. iyw 6.7rE<TTHAa 

vp,a., 0ep,,nv s ovx vp,e'i, KEK07rUJ.KaTE" aAAOL KEK07rtliKa(TtV, KaL vp,e'i, 
el, TOV Korrov avTwv elue>..11>..vOaTE. 

the Lord of the harvest, had Himself done the sowing, while 
He permitted His servants to gather the fruits 

Hence &.>..tJ8Lvos means more than J.,\1101, here. The pro
verb is not only accurate, if cynical, in regard to the physical 
harvest; but the highest illustration of its truth is seen in the 
spiritual region. Cf. Abbott, Diat. 1727i. 

38. This is to repeat what has already been said, but puts 
it into plainer language. l.yw is emphatic; it was I who sent 
you to reap in a field which you had not sown. · 

If we confine the words iyw dirl,rm>..a op.as KT>... to the 
incident just narrated, the verse yields a quite intelligible sense. 
The disciples had not " laboured " in Sychar; the seed was 
sown there by Jesus Himself, and in some measure by the 
Samaritan woman. Primarily, Jesus and the woman were the 
,1,\,\oi into whose labours the disciples had entered, not to speak 
of every prophet and pious teacher of the past who had prepared 
the way in Samaria for the message of Christ. 

The verb drro<TTtAAuv is frequent in Jn. (see on 317); but 
it is only used once again by Jn. of Jesus sending forth His 
disciples, viz. at 1718, nor does Jn. use the title drro<TToAos of 
them (cf. 1316). But eyw 6.7rE<TTEtAa vp,a, at once suggests a 
mission such as those recorded Mk. J14 67, although Jn. has 
not described anything of the kind; _and it might be thought 
that these words placed by Jn. in the mouth of Jesus here have 
reference to a former sending forth of the Twelve, such as 
the Synoptists report, rather than to any mission confined to the 
disciples (see on v. 8) who were with Jesus at Sychar. But the 
missions of the Twelve and of the Seventy were of men who 
were sent to sow rather than to reap, nor could they be fitly 
described by the words, "I sent you to reap where you had 
not laboured." Nor can we be sure that the missions of Mk. 
i 4 67 had been initiated before this Samaritan journey took 
place (see on 61). 

Pfleiderer 1 suggests that the words of this verse, which 
might fitly be applied to the later work of the apostles (e.g. 
Acts 35-7• 14f·), are carelessly applied here by Jn. to an early 
incident in Jesus' ministry. But the fact is that the words 
"others have laboured and you have entered into their labours" 
will fit every period of the Church's life, as they would fit every 
era of scientific discovery. That, however, does not supply any 
ground for refusing credence to the statement that they, or 

1 PYimitive Christianity, Eng. Tr., iv. 33. 
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39. 'EK 8£ 'T1}> 71"oAewc; £Kdv71c; 71"0AAot £11"{<nevrrav de; avTov Twv 
laµ.apELTWV lli~ TOV .\oyov T~, yvvaLKO<; µ.apTVpovrr71c; 6TL Elmfv µ,oi 
mfvm a f.11"0{71rra. 40. we; oliv ~11.0ov 11"pac; aVTOV oi laµ.ape'i-rai, 
7/Pci)TWV QVTOV µ.e'ivai 11"ap' avTo'ic;· KQL lµ.eivev £KEl llvo 'YJp.lpac;, 41. Kat 
11"0,\,\«;i 71"Aefovc; t1rlrrTevrrav Ilia TOV ,\oyov avTov, 42. Tij TE yvvaLKL 

words like them (for Jn. writes freely), were addressed by Jesus 
to His disciples at Sychar, as conveying a lesson which it was 
good for them to learn. 

The faith of the Samaritan villagers (vv. 39-42) 

89. The Samaritan villagers who, on another occasion, 
rejected Jesus and His disciples had not heard Him teach; 
their objection to His presence was not personal, but rested on 
the fact that, as a Jew, He was going to Jerusalem to keep a 
feast (Lk. 952). The people of Sychar, on the other hand, were 
won by His words (v. 42). 

11"0>..>..ol l'll"(aTeuaav de; mhov. The phrase is a favourite 
with Jn., occurring six times (cf. 731 830 I042 n 45 1242). The 
aorist seems to indicate a definite, but not necessarily lasting, 
movement of faith evoked by special words or deeds of Jesus. 
For the constr. mrrTeveiv eic; Tiva, see on 1 12• 

The first believers at Samaria were won, not by visible 
miracles or signs (cf. 2 23 731 1042 n 45 1242), but by the woman's 
report of what Jesus had said to her. Many more believed 
because of His sayings which they themselves had heard 
(v. 42; cf. 830). But v. 39 illustrates the normal way in which 
men are drawn to Christ in the first instance; cf. His prayer 
for those who were to be led to Him through the apostles' 
teaching : £PWTW • • • 11"Ept TWV 11"LrFTEVOVTWV Ilia TOV ,\6yov avTWV 
elc; lµ,l ( I 720). 

For &rra of the rec. text the better reading (~BC*L) is ci, as 
at v. 29. 

40. i:.c; oJv ij>..eov KT>... For Jn.'s frequent use of oliv, see 
on 1 22. He likes the introductory we; oliv (cf. n 6 186 2011 219), 

which is not found in the Synoptists. 
The Samaritans who had been impressed by the woman's 

story desired to listen themselves to the teaching of Jesus, and 
at their request he lodged in Sychar two days. For Jn.'s habit 
of recording dates, or intervals of time, see Introd., p. cii. He 
repeats in v. 43 that the stay of Jesus in this village was for 
two days only, Ta, llvo 'YJP,€pac; (cf. 116). 

41. 11"0>..>..ci> 11">..e(ouc; l'll"L<TTeuaa.v • • ., "many more believed 
because of His word.'' Cf. mvra avrnv ,\a,\ovvToc; 11"0,\11.ol 
t1drrTEVrrav elc; avTov (830). 
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t\.eyov OTL 0l!K£TL Su1. T~V CT~V AaAta.v 7f"!CTTEUOJLEV" allTOt yap dK7J· 
KOaJLW, Kal oiOaJLEV OTL O~TOS ECTTLV &>..71()w, o lwT~P TOV KOCTJLOV. 

N@ Jam. 13 add d, ai'.!Tov after br{rrTrnuav (as at 830), but 
om. the greater uncials. mcrTEVELv is here used in an absolute 
sense, "to believe," as often in Jn. See on 17• 

42. d.KYJK6ap.ev. The gloss 1rap' al!TOv is added by '/::.jam. 13. 
After K611p.ou, the rec. text, with ADLNr@, inserts o XpiuT6,, 

but, again, this explanatory gloss is not found in t<BC*ThW, 
and must be reiected. 

>-.a>-.ta, "wiy of speech," "manner of talking," occurs 
again in N.T. only at Mt. 2673 and 843 (where see note). 

o.:iKETt Sul T~v ~v >-.a>-.t.iv KTA., "No longer do we .believe 
because of thy speaking, for we have heard and know, etc." 
oi'.IKETL always means "no longer" in Jn. (cf. 666 1154 1419• 30 

1515 1610- 21. 25 1711 216). The initial stages of belief may be 
brought about by the report of others (see on v. 39), but the 
belief which is complete and assured depends on personal 
contact and association with Christ (see on 1 39 and cf. Lk. 2439, 

" Handle me and see "). 
That the Samaritan villagers rose to the conception of Jesus 

as not only Messiah, but as "the Saviour of the world," is not 
probable. This great title reflects the conviction of a later 
moment in Christian history, and of a more fully instructed 
faith. Jn. in writing the story of Jesus at Sychar tells it in 
his own phraseology, as will become apparent if the history of 
the terms " saviour," " salvation," is recalled. 

In O.T. theology, Yahweh is the Author of salvation (see 
on 317), and to Him it is always ascribed. He is repeatedly 
called ~•ciio, uwT~P (Ps. 245 627, Isa. 122, Bar. 422, 3 Mace. 
716), the " Saviour " of Israel or of individual Israelites. 
uwT~p is also used in the LXX of human deliverers, e.g. of the 
judges (Judg. 39), just as in Egypt the Ptolemies, and in Greece 
Brasidas and Philip of Macedon, were so designated. But in 
the O.T., Messiah is never called l!'e;i\o or uwT~P, the nearest 
approach to such a description being Zech. 99 o {3auiAev, uov 
EPXETat UKaw, Kat uwtwv. To O.T. Judaism, Messiah was but 
the instrument of the true CTWT~P, Yahweh, who is described 
(Ps. 288) as V1f'Epau1f'LCTT>J, TWV <TWT'YJp{wv TOV XPt<TTOV al!TOv. 

In the later literature, there are faint traces of the conception 
of Messiah as Saviour; e.g. it is said of the Son of Man in 
Enoch xlviii. 7, '' The righteous are saved in his name, and he is 
the avenger of their life "; cf. 1. 3. The Messianic deliver
ance was pre-eminently the " salvation of Israel " for which 
pious Hebrews looked (see on v. 22 above); but that in the 
first century Messiah was given the title uwT~P is not proven. 

VOL. I.-11 
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In the Synoptists, <TWTTJP occurs only twice, Lk. 1 47 (where it 
is applied to God, as in the O.T.), and Lk. 2 11 <TWT~P o, i<TTt 
Xpt<TTo, Kvpto,, "a Saviour (not the Saviour) who is Christ the 
Lord." Cf. Acts 1323 and Acts 531 &.px71yo, KaL <TWT~P, which 
suggests o &.px'f/y<>, Tij, <TwT'f/p{a, of Heb. 2 10. 

The first unambiguous instance of the application of the 
title in its full sense to our Lord is Phil. 320 <TwTijpa • • • Kvpwv 
'I'f/<Tovv Xpt<TTOv. See also 2 Tim. 1 10, Tit. 14 36, 2 Pet. 111 2 20 

32• 18 ; and cf. Eph. 523, 1 Tim. 1 15• 

The evidence shows that <TWT~P, as a title, began to be applied 
to Christ as readily as to God the Father, as soon as the Gospel 
message of redemption was understood and appropriated. 
The title has its roots in the O.T., and there is no need of the 
hypothesis that it is imported into the N.T. from the pagan 
mysteries or from the Emperor cults.1 · But that it was recog
nised as a Messianic title before Christ came is unproved and 
improbable. 

The universality of salvation (at any rate so far as Jews were 
concerned) had already been declared by the prophets; cf. 
Joel 2 32 E<TTat 1TU<; ~- ilv £1l"LKaA€<T'YJTat TO ovoµ,a Kvpiov <Tw0~<T£Tat 
(quoted Acts 2 21, Rom. rn13). God is called Tov 1ravTwv <TwTijpa 
(Wisd. 167); cf. 1 Tim 410 <Tw~p 1raVTwv &.v0pifJ1Twv. But the 
magnificent title o <Tw~p Tov KO<Tµ,ov is found in the Greek Bible 
only in the verse before us, and at I Jn. 414• It is one of the 
distinctive phrases of the J ohannine writings; cf. 1247 and 
especially 317, where the purpose of Christ's mission is declared 
to be i'.va <Tw0fj O KO<TJJ,O<; St' avrov. See note on 317, and for KO<TJJ,OS 
on 19• 

It has been suggested by G. Vos 2 that a parallel for t, <T~p 
Tov Ko<Tµ,ov may be seen in 2 Esd. 1326, where it is said of Messiah 
!z"berabit creaturam suam. But it is doubtful if creatura is 
equivalent to " the universe of creation," and further the 
passage may be affected by Christian influence. 

A nearer parallel is Philo's o <TWT~P Tov 1ra11To, (quod deus 
imm. 34), which he applies to God. The passage presents some 
superficial resemblance to the story of the Samaritan woman 
at the well. Philo has quoted Num. 2O17ff·, where the Israelites 
seek permission to pass through Edom, promising not to drink 
water from the wells, or, if they did, to pay for it. To be able 
to pass by the attractions of earth befits the heavenly soul; 
such is Philo's reflexion, and he adds that it is folly to drink 
from cisterns contrived by the distrustfulness of man, when the 
Saviour of the Universe has opened to us His heavenly treasury 

1 The title is often bestowed on the Emperors, and especially on 
Hadrian, in inscriptions. See Deissmann, Light from the East, p. 369. 

2 D.C.G., ii. 573. 
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43· Me-ra. 0£ Ta.<; Ouo 711dpa<; U~>.Jhv £KE'i0Ev ei, T~V I'a>..i>..a{av. 
44. aVTO'i yap 'l1J<TOV<; lp,apTVP1J<TEV OTt -rrpocf,~T1J<; lv TV lo[g. -rraTpl8i 
Tlf-J,~V OVK EXE!, 45. DTE oiv ~>..0Ev ei<; T~V I'aAiAalav, loltavTo aVT<)V 

(cf. Deut. 2812), in comparison with which all the wells in the 
world are not worth looking at. This suggests Jn. 414, but 
then the uwr~p in the Philo passage is not the Logos, but God 
Himself. The resemblance between Philo's language and 
Jn.'s is not sufficient to indicate any literary connexion. 

It may, however, be noted as a curious point that a reference 
in Jn. 442 to Num. 2017t .. is actually traced by Ephraim Syrus. 
In a baptismal hymn (Epiphany Hymns, vii. 7) he has: "To 
the sons of Lot Moses said, ' Give us water for money, let us 
only pass by through your border.' They refused the way 
and the temporal water. Lo I the living water freely given 
and the path that leads to Eden." 

Departure from Sychar and receptz'on in Galilee (vv. 43-45) 

48. Tcls Suo TJp.lpa.s, sc. the two days mentioned in v. 40. 
After lKe'i8ev the rec. text, with ANI' ~, adds Ka, a~>..Oo, 

from v. 3, but the addition is not found in ~BCDThW, and is 
unnecessary. ® substitutes Kat a-rr~A0Ev for lKE'i0ev. 

Jesus had left Judrea because of the attention with which t'he 
Pharisees were suspiciously regarding His work there (v. 1), 
and was moving into Galilee (v. 3). The teaching at Sychar 
was only an episode of His journey (yv. 4-42), and the narrative 
is now resumed. 

44. 'll"pocj>~TYJS lv Tfi LS(~ 11"0.TplSt np.~v oOK lxei. The writer 
does not say that Jesus quoted this familiar proverb 1 when 
He was passing from Samaria into Galilee. The verse is an 
editorial comment, illustrative of the context, and only notes 
that Jesus quoted the saying either then or on some other 
occasion. The aor. lp.a.pTup11a-ev seems to be used like an 
English pluperfect; cf. the similar aorists l1rol11uev and ~A0ov in 
v. 45, "He had done," "they had come"; cf. also l~lvEvuev 
at 513. For the verb as applied to explicit sayings of Jesus, 
cf. 1321. 

The saying is placed in the mouth of Jesus in the Synoptic 
narratives, at Mk. 64, Mt. 1J57, in the form ovK £<TTLv 1rpocf,~r1J'> 
O.TtJJ-OS e1 /J-~ £V TV -rraTptO! avrov, and in Lk. 4 24 as OVOEl'i -rrpoct,+ 
T1J, OEKTo, lunv lv Tfj -rrarp[oi a&ov. In these passages the 
-rraTp{<; of Jesus is Nazareth, where He was teaching and 
where His friends and kinsfolk were amazed that '' the car-

1 Its equivalent is found in Plutarch, Pliny, and Seneca; see 
D. Smith, s.v. "Proverbs," D.C.G., ii. 445. 
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penter, the Son of Mary," should exhibit such wisdom as His 
words revealed. 

As Jn. applies the proverb, the circumstances were wholly 
different from those at Nazareth. Jesus had left J udrea, where 
the Pharisees were beginning to watch Him with suspicion 
(41 •3), and was moving via Samaria into Galilee. What does 
the writer mean here by His having " no honour in His own 
country"? Alternative explanations have been offered. 

(1) If 444 refers to the departure of Jesus from Judrea, 
because His mission was not sufficiently welcomed there, then 
by His 1raTp[,. Jn. must mean Jerusalem or Judrea. Origen 
(in .f oann. p. 268, and Fragm. in .f oann. 444) adopts this view. 
He says that Jerusalem was the 1raTp[, of all the prophets, 
and of Jesus as well. Thus 1 11 c;Z,, Ta Z8ta ~>..0c;v, Kai ol i'.8wt 
avTov ov 1rapl>..a/3ov would provide a parallel for the present 
verse. But (a) Jesus had made many disciples in Jerusalem 
already (223), and it was His success that had aroused the 
suspicion of the Pharisees (41). And (b) Jn. knew quite well 
that Jesus was "of Galilee," which implies that His home or 
1raTp{<, was there (see 145 and 742• 52). It is unlikely that Jn. 
should allude to Jerusalem as Christ's 1raTpfs, more particularly 
as there are good reasons for holding that he was familiar with 
Mk.,1 who applies the word to Nazareth. 

(2) Some commentators apply 444, not to what precedes 
but to what follows. Jesus had been attracting much notice in 
Judrea; it was His habit to withdraw Himself, at least in the 
early stages of His ministry, from a hostile environment ( 71 1039), 

and to seek retirement. He wished, then (so it is urged), to 
go from Judrea to some place where He might escape unwel
come attention, and He knew from former experience that His 
old friends in Galilee would not be likely to make too much 
of Him. Acco;rding to this view, the citation of the proverb 
here is a suggestion of the writer that Jesus deliberately chose 
to go into a territory where He expected that His mission would 
not arouse public interest. This is highly improbable; and, 
besides, Jesus was, in fact, cordially received by the people of 
Galilee (v. 45), and the miracle of the healing of the nobleman's 
son is recorded immediately (vv. 46ff.). 

The verse, then, is a gloss the applicability of which to the 
context is not immediately clear. Perhaps it has been mis
placed, but there is no evidence for this. Jn. is prone to insert 
explanatory reflexions 2 or glosses in the body of his narrative, 
which are not always convincing to modern readers; and this 
gloss seems to be Johannine. µ,apTvpc;'iv and Ww,. are favourite 
words with Jn.; he is apt to introduce his explanations with 

1 Introd., p. xcvi. 2 Cf. Introd., p. xxxiv. 
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oi l'a.\i.\a'i'oi, 1ravTa ~wpadTe<; 6ua l1ro{11uev lv 'Iepouo.\vµ,oi,; lv rfj 
foprjj· KaL a~TOL yap ~.\0ov d,; T~V fopr~v. 

yap (cf. esp. 513 ;, yap 'IrJuov,; ltlvrnuev, where, as here, the aor. 
stands for the pluperfect). T!JJ,~, indeed, is not in Jn.'s vocab
ulary, and instead of it he always uses Mtu when he would 
speak of the honour paid by one man to another (see on 114); 

but the proverb as quoted by Mk. has anµ,o,; (although nµ,~ 
only occurs in the Synoptists in the sense of "price " ; cf. 
Mt. 276• 9). It is remarkable that the true text of the verse 
before us gives a.,hos yo.p '1t1u0Gs KT>... (~ABCDWI'~®) without;,, 
while Jn.'s use is to prefix the def. article to the name 'I'Y/uov,; 
(as the rec. text does here); see on 1 29 • 

We conclude that v. 44 is a gloss, introduced by Jn. or by 
some later editor from Mk. 64, suggested by the mention of 
Galilee, but not apposite in this place. 

45. DTE is the true reading, but ~*D have w,;. 
For DCJa. (~0ABCLNW®), J. is read by the rec. with 

~*DThl'A. See, for a similar variant, vv. 29, 39. 
DTE o3v ~>..8ev KT>..., ' ' When, then, He had come into 

Galilee," otv not connoting causation but sequence only 
(see on 122). 

The Galilreans, among whom He came, had seen His 
"signs" at Jerusalem at the feast (223 32), Ka.l mhol yo.p 
~>..eov ELS -niv t!opT~v, sc. " for (note the introduction of the 
explanation by yap) they also had come for the feast" (the 
aor. ;x0ov, as well as the preceding l1ro{rJuev, being used with 
a pluperfect sense). The Samaritans did not go up to Jeru
salem for the feasts, and so Jesus and His activities there were 
not known to them; but the Galilreans were orthodox and 
went up regularly. The words of Jesus alone, without 
" signs," were sufficient to convince the villagers of Sy char of 
His claims. 

a.1hol yo.p ~Mov El.s -rlJv fop~v. ;_pxeu0ai is naturally used of 
coming up to the feast, when the standpoint of the writer 
is.ferusalem (e.g. n 56 1212); but when the scene is in Galilee, 
as here, and mention is made of worshippers " going up " to 
the feast, we should expect &va{3a{veiv (as at 78). In this 
sentence of explanation the writer seems to be recalling what 
he had noticed at Jerusalem, viz. that the Galilreans came up 
for the Passover mentioned in c. 2. 

Healz"ng of the nobleman's son (vv. 46-54) 

46. Despite the differences between the story of the healing 
of the centurion's servant (Mt. 85ff·, Lk. ?5ff·) and Jn.'s story 
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of the healing of the nobleman's son, the two narratives prob
ably recall the same incident. The differences are obvious. 
In Jn. the anxious inquirer is f3a<nt..iK6,; in Mt., Lk., he is 
£KaT6vrnpxo,. In Jn. the patient is sick of a fever; in Mt. he 
is 1rapa>..vnK6,. In Mt., Lk., Jesus is asked only to speak the 
word of healing, but He offers to go down to the man's house. 
In Jn. He is asked to go down, but he only says that the boy 
will recover (v. 50); nor does Jesus express surprise at the 
man's faith, as He does in Mt., Lk. In Mt., Lk., the patient 
is the servant (Mt. has 1ra'i,, Lk. has both 1rai.', and 8ov>..o,), 
while in Jn. he is the man's son (via,, 1rai8£ov). Further, it 
has been argued that the strong faith of the centurion in Mt., 
Lk., "becomes intelligible, without c~ing to be admirable, 
when we reflect that he was evidently aware of the miracle 
formerly wrought for another inhabitant of the same city, an 
eminent person, one of the court which his own sword 
protected." 1 

It has also been supposed that while the centurion of Mt., 
Lk., was a Gentile (Mt. 810), the nobleman of Jn. was probably 
a Jew; but of this latter conjecture there is no evidence. There 
is no hint in Jn. as to the nationality or religious belief of the 
/3autA.tK6,. 

Yet the stories are not so dissimilar that they could not 
have been confused. Iremeus actually treats them as one and 
the same: " Filium centurionis absens verbo curavit dicens, 
Vade, filius tuus vivit," are his words (Hter. ii. 22. 3). In both 
cases the patient's home was at Capernaum, and in both cases 
it is suggested (although not expressly stated by Jn.) that he was 
healed from a distance; that is, that the healings were '' tele
pathic " in modern phrase. The only other instance of this in 
the Gospels is the case of the Syrophrenician woman's daughter 
(Mk. 729• 30, Mt. 1528). The faith of the nobleman, as indi
cated in v. 50, "the man believed the word which Jesus spake 
to him," was very strong, and he cannot be placed, in this 
respect, on a lower level than the centurion of Mt., Lk. It is 
probable that one of the most obvious discrepancies in the two 
narratives, " servant " and " son," is due to the ambiguity of 
the word 1rai.',, which may mean either. That Jn. uses 1ra'i, 
in v. 51 (and there alone in the Gospel), although he has vi6, 
in vv. 46, 47, 50, 53, may be significant in this connexion.2 

1 Chadwick, Expositor, IV. v. 443 f. ; so Westcott, in lac. 
2 There is a miracle story in the Babylonian Talmud (Ber. 34b) 

which looks like another version of this. When a son of Gamaliel 
was sick, the father sent messengers to Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa to 
ask for his intercessions. He prayed, and then said, " Go, for the 
fever has now left him." They marked the time, and going back found 
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46. "HXllEv otv 1rd.Xw El~ T~V Km,,i ~~ ra.X,Xa[a,, 67rOV £7rOlTJ<1'EV 
TO Vllwp olvov. Ka1 ~v n, {3auiAtKO~ 0~ b vio, 71u0wn lv Kacpap
vaovµ: 47. O~TO, UKOVUM cln 'ITJUOV, ~KEi £K ~- 'Iov8a£a, El, ~v 
ra>..i>..a[av, a1r~X0ev 1rpo, airrov Kat 71ptiJrn iva Karnf3f, Kat la.UT)Tat 
airrov TOV vi6v· ~JJ.EAAEV yap a1ro8v~UKHV, 48. ei1rev otv b 'l'Y)UOV, 

See, for the "miraculous" element in the story, Introd., 
p. clxxix. 

~>..eev oJv KTA. otv expresses sequence, not causation (see 
on 1 22). It was not because the Galilreans welcomed Him that 
Jesus moved on to Cana. 'll'UALv, a favourite word with Jn. 
(see on 43), reminds the reader that He had been there 
before. ' 

Kuvci . • • lhrou i'll'ol11aEv To ilSwp olvov. An explanatory note 
reminding the reader of the narrative of 2lff·. 

Kul ~v. So ABCr~@W; NDLNTh have ~v Ill. 
j3uaLALK6c;, i.e. one of the courtiers of Herod, tetrarch of 

Galilee; D has {3auiXiuK6,, regulus, which would convey the 
erroneous idea that this courtier was a petty king. Some have 
identified him with Chuza, Herod's steward (Lk. 83), or with 
Manaen (Acts 1J1); but this is only guess-work. The man was 
eager to invoke any help that might cure his son, quite inde
pendently of his religious principles or position. 

47. d.Kouaas <In . . . cln recz'tantt's is followed by the 
actual words which reached the anxious father, viz. " Jesus is 
coming from Judrea into Galilee"; hence, in accordance with 
Jn.'s practice, bis omitted before 171uou, (see on 41). 

d.mlMev 11'pos a~T6v. The man left his son for a time, in his 
eagerness to secure the aid of a healer. 

After ~pwTa the rec. has a-(.r6v, but om. NBCDL ThW. 
KaTaj3n, See on 2 12 for " going down " from Cana to 

Capernaum. 
Kal tnatJTUL u~Toil T. ~- lau0ai occurs in Jn. only once again 

(513), except in a quotation where it is used metaphorically 
(1240). Presumably the "signs" which had impressed the 
people at Jerusalem (223) were works of healing, but Jn. does 
not say so explicitly. He assumes that his readers will know 
why it was that a man whose son was sick should seek Jesus, 
sc. because of His reputation as a healer. 

,jp.EAAEV d.11"08v~aKEw, z'ncipiebat mori. The phrase is used 
at u 51 1233 1832 of the impending death of Jesus; but in 
the present passage there is no suggestion in ~µ.eXXev of the 
z'nevitabz"lity or predesti"ned certainty of the boy's death; it 
expresses futurity only, "was going to die." 
that in that hour the boy had been cured. SPe Trench, Miracle,, 
p. 123. 
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7rp0~ a{,r6v 'Eav µ~ <T"f}µEta KQL rlpara l07JTE, ov µ~ 7rl<TTEV<T7JTE, 
49· Alyn 7rp0<; QlJTOV o /3au1ALKO<; Kvp,e, KQTU./37J0l 7rptv a1ro0an'iv 
TO 7ratl5£ov µov. 50. >..lyu avr<i,, () 'l"f}<TOV<; Ilopevov' 0 VLO'> <TOV w. 

48. et1rev o 'I. 1rpos aorov. For the constr. of >..lyetv here and 
at v. 49, see on 2 3• 

The answer of Jesus was neither " Yes" nor "No." It 
almost conveys a feeling of disappointment that the working 
of '' signs " should be expected of Him. The Samaritan 
villagers had accepted Him because of His words alone, without 
any signs (441. 42). 

The collocation <TTJf.f,ELa Kal rlpara does not occur again in 
Jn., but it is frequent in the Greek Bible (Ex. J3, Isa. 818 203 , 
Dan. 4 2. 3 627, Mt. 2424, M.I.::. 1322, Acts 2 19. 22. 43 4 30 5 12 68 736 

143 1512, Rom. 1519, 2 Cor. 1212, 2 Thess. 29, Heb. 24). rlpa,, 
"a prodigy," never occurs in the N.T. except in conjunction 
with rr7J1u'iov. No doubt a <r7J1u'iov need not be miraculous, but 
the Jews, like all the peoples of early ages, were more ready 
to see the Divine power in what seemed to be " supernatural" 
than in the "natural" order; and it is not likely that they 
would have distinguished sharply a <T7Jµe'iov from a rlpa,;. Jn. 
is specially prone to use the word u7Jµe'iov when speaking of the 
"works" of Jesus (see Introd., p. clxxvi, and also on 2 11, 

where the relation between faith and " signs " in the Fourth 
Gospel is considered). 

oo /.I-~ maTEO<TTJTE. This might be interrogative : " Will 
you not believe without signs ? " But more probably it is 
categorical: "You will not believe, etc." That the Jews 
"seek signs" (1 Cor. 122) was as true at Cana as in 
Jerusalem. The plural munvu7JTe may indicate that the 
words, although addressed to an individual, include in their 
reference a whole class of people to which the nobleman 
belonged. 

49. KOpte. "Sir." For this mode of address, see on 1 38• 

K«To/3118,. The man perceives that his request has not 
been definitely refused, despite what Jesus had said to him 
and to the bystanders as to the imperfection of a faith based on 
" signs." 

1rplv «hro8aveiv To 1r. /.I-· In like manner, Martha and Mary 
(1121 · 32) thought that for Jesus to rescue their sick brother 
from death, He must be by his bedside. '' Duplex imbecillitas 
rogantis, quasi Dominus necesse haberet adesse, nee posset 
aeque resuscitare mortem. Atqui etiam ante quam descendit 
parens, vitae restitutus est filius eius " (Bengel). 

To 1rm8(ov f.f,OU. A fam. 13 have vtov for 7ra,Uov. But not 
only is 7ra,0£ov the word in the best texts; it is obviously 



IV. 49-51.] HEALING OF THE NOBLEMAN'S SON I(tg 

f.1rtcrTEVUEV O /l,v0pwtro~ -r<e A.Dy~ 8v £!7?"EV aVT[i, 0 'I'Y/croVs-, Kai. f.1ro
p£v£To. 5 r. ~811 b( UVTOV Karnf3alvovTO<; o! DoVAOL V'lr~VT1}CTUV UVT<f 
,\JyovT£<; OTL b 7rUt<; awov (fi. 52. e1rv0£TO otv T~V tiJpav -rrap' UVTOW 

right. "My little child," the father says in his anguish; cf. 
Mk. 924 o 1raT~p TOV 1raiUov. 

50. The answer of Jesus tests the father severely. "Go 
thy way; thy son lives." When the father had left the boy, he 
was at the point of death (v. 47); but the only assurance that 
Jesus gave was that the boy was still living. See Introd., 
p. clxxx. 

Before e1r[CTT£VCT£v the rec. inserts Kal (ACNI'~@), but om. 
~BDW. 

i'll'tCTTeuuev T«ti My<t>· For the constr., cf. 547 ; and note that 
the man believed without any corroboration of Jesus' words. 
See 2029 • 

KaL E'll'opeueTo. The impft. marks the continuous progress 
of the man's journey, and not any sudden movement of depar
ture. Cf. Mt. 241, Lk. 2 3 i 1928 2428, for e1rop£V£To. 

By some commentators a difficulty has been found in the 
statement of v. 52, that the anxious father did not reach home 
until the next day, although Jesus' words of assurance had 
been addressed to him at I p.m. (see on v. 52). But even if 
we are to apply such strict tests of time and circumstance to 
the Johannine stories, there is no special difficulty here. It is 
20 miles or more, the way being rough and hilly, from Cana to 
Capernaum. Presumably the /3aCTtALKoc; had a retinue with 
him, and it would take some time to get them together for the 
journey. Even if an immediate start had been made in the 
midday heat, it would not have been easy to reach Capemaum 
the same evening. If we are to speculate about such a matter, 
it seems probable that the father got home early the next 
morning, for his anxiety would have prevented him resting at 
night on the way. If he left Cana at 3 p.m. and got home at 
2 a.m. next morning, all the time conditions of the story would 
be satisfied. 

51- ~'ll'l]VTIJ<Tav. So ~BCDLN@W; the rec. has a1r~VT1/CTav. 
Cf. n20. so 121s. 

After a1hcii the rec. adds ,cat a~yy£i.\av (~D have ~yyn.\a~-); 
om. BLN. 

b 'll'ai:<,;. This is the only appearance of 1ra'ic; in Jn., and 
it is replaced (wrongly) by v16, in DL Jam. 13. See on 
v. 49. 

For aihou (io:ABCW), the rec. has CTov (with DL~@), as if 
on after AEyon£, were on recz'tantis, introducing the actual 
words of the servants. 



I 70 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN r1v. 52-54. 

EV '9 Koµ,if,oTepov luxev· el,rav o~v aln-'P OTL 'Ex0E, wpav l/386µ,7JV 
&.cp~KEV avTov t, ,rvpETOS, 53. lyvw o~v & ,raTTJp on iKdvv TV wp<f iv 
'D £l1rEv aVrtp O 'I.,,uolJ~ 'O viO~ <Tov (fi· KaL E1rl<TTEV<T£V aVTOt; Kal ~ oiK{a 
avTOV OA.'1J, 54· ToVTO 8( 7l"llAIV DEVTEpov <F7JP,ELOV £1l"01'1J<FEV O ·1.,,uov. 
V,06Jv EK ~• 'Iov8ala, Eis T~V I'a>..i>..a{av. 

52. 1hru8eTo. This is the best attested reading. Fam. 13 
give the more usual form brvvOavETo, ,rvvOavoµ,ai does not 
occur again in Jn. 

TIJV wpav 11'ap' a1hwv. So NACDNW®; the rec. has ,rap' 
aln-wv T~J/ Jpav; B omits -;rap' avTwv, and has T~V il,pav EKELV~V. 

EV n KO/J.il,OTEpov eoxev, " in which he got better," the aor. 
marking a definite change in his condition. Koµ,tflonpov is not 
found again in the LXX or N.T., but the phrase Koµ,t{lw, lxm, 
"you are doing finely," occurs in Arrian, Epict. iii. 10. 13, an 
apposite passage cited by Wetstein. Koµ,t{lonpov luxEv is good, 
idiomatic Greek, and does not read like a translation from the 
Aramaic. Cf. Introd., p. lxvii. 

el11'av oov. So BCLNW; the rec. has Kat ef7rov (NAD®). 
iln (recitantz's) introduces the actual words of the servants. 
The spelling lxe.r., (~AB*CDW®) must be preferred to the 

rec. xOls (cf. Acts 728, Heh. 1J8). 
wpav i/386/J.'IJV, sc. about the seventh hour, the acc. being 

less definite than the dat. of v. 53; see Ex. 918 TavT'Y/V T~v 
wpav avpwv, ''to-morrow about this hour" (cf. Rev. 33 rro{a,, 
wpav). The seventh hour was I p.m. (see on 1 39). The point 
may be, however, that it was common belief that the seventh 
hour of fever was the critical hour. Clement of Alexandria 
(Strom. vi. 16) thought that the seventh day of any disease 
marked the crisis. 

o 11'upeTos, "the fever". The word occurs again in N.T. 
only at Mt 815, Mk. 131, Lk. 438• 39 , Acts 288• 

53. EKELV'!J Tfi wp~, "that very hour," the dat. fixing the ho~r 
definitely. The rec. text prefixes iv, but N*BC omit. In this 
was the <F7Jp,'iw", that the fever left the boy at the exact time 
that Jesus said, " Thy son lives." 

b(11TEu11ev, " believed," the verb being used absolutely, to 
express complete faith (see on 17). 

Kal ~ OLKLQ mhou 11>..'lj, Cf. Acts 188• 

54. mf>..w 8euTEpov. This tautologous phrase occurs again 
2116 ; cf. -;ra,\,v EK 8evTipou, Mt. 2642, Acts 1015• 

The sentence points back to the miracle at Cana, which 
Jn. says was the first of the "signs" of Jesus; and it calls 
attention to the fact that the healing of the nobleman's son 
was, like the earlier sign, wrought after Jesus had left J ud;ea 
for Galilee 
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The Feeding of the Five Thousand (VI. 1-13) 

VI. 1 ff. The incident of the Feeding of the Five Thousand 
is the only one in the public ministry of Jesus before the last 
visit to Jerusalem which is found in all four Gospels; Mk., Mt., 
and Jn. (but not Luke) adding an account of the Storm on the 
Lake. The Synoptists (Mk. 631f·, Mt. 1413r., Lk. 910f,) agree 
in placing the miraculous feeding after the return of the Twelve 
from their mission, and after the beheading of John the Baptist. 
The labours which the apostles had undertaken made a period 
of rest desirable (Mk. 631); and also it was but prudent to go 
into retirement for a time, as Herod's suspicions had been 
aroused, and he was desirous of seeing Jesus (Lk. 99). The 
setting of the miracle in Jn. is not inconsistent with these some
what vague indications of the period in the ministry of Jesus 
at which it was wrought. 

Reasons have been given already for the conclusion (see 
Introd., p. xvii) that cc. 5 and 6 have been transposed, so that 
in the original draft of Jn., c. 6 followed directly after c. 4. 
At the end of c. 4 Jesus and His disciples are at Cana, and we 
now find them crossing the Sea of Galilee to its north-eastern 
side. They probably followed the road familiar to them (212), 

and went down from Cana to Capernaum, where they had their 
heavy 1 fishing-boat (To ?TAofov, Mk. 632). Mk. (followed by 
Mt.) says that the place to which they went by boat was "a 
desert place," as Jesus wished to retire for a time from public 
view, but that the crowd followed them by road, evidently being 
able to observe the course the boat was taking, and arrived 
before them (Mk. 632• 33). Jn. rather implies that Jesus and 
His disciples arrived first (63). Lk. (910) gives the name of the 
place as Bethsaida, by which he must mean Bethsaida Julias 
(et Tell) at the extreme north end of the lake, on the eastern 
side, for no other Bethsaida is known.2 These data are all 
fairly consistent with each other, if we suppose that the place 
was the little plain on the north-eastern shore (about a mile 
south of Bethsaida Julias) which is now called el-Batlhah. 
This was grazing ground, and there would be abundance of 
grass there at the Passover season (cf. 64• 10, Mk. 639).3 A hill 
(63) rises up behind it. This plain is about 4 miles by boat 
from Tell Hum (the most probable site of Capernaum; see on 

1 As it held thirteen persons, it must have been a large boat. 
• The supposition that there was another Bethsaida on the western 

shore lacks evidence, and is improbable. Cf. 1221 • 
• It is said that grass is found there at all seasons (W. M. Christie, 

D.C.G. ii. 589); cf. Rix (Tent and Testament, pp. 265 ff.) for the geo
graphical problem. 
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1. Mm, TavTa ,br-ryMhv t, 'l71<Toii, 1rlpav T~, 0a>..a.<T<T7J, ~
ra>..r.,\a{a, T~<; Tt/3£pta.80,. 2. 'YJKOAov0£t 8£ at'.IT<;; ox>..o, 1ro>..v,, OTI 
l0£wpouv TU. <T1JfJ,€1,Q 11 €71"0L(t ('l!"t TWV &.<T0£VOVVTWV. 3· &v~.\.0£v 8£ 

2 12), and perhaps 9 miles from it by following the path along 
the western shore and crossing the fords of Jordan, where it 
flows into the lake from the north. It was the latter route that 
the crowds took who followed Jesus. See further 615f, 

1. p.eT« Taiha. For this phrase, see Introd., p. cviii. 
'Y/ 0a.\.a<T<Ta T~, I'a.\.i.\.a{a, is the name given in Mt. and 

Mk. to the lake called in the O.T. the " Sea of Chinnereth" 
(Num. 3411, etc.). It is called YJ .\.{µ,v71 I'evv71<Tapfr in Lk. 51, 
and 'Y/ (}a.Aa<T<Ta T~, Ti/3£pta80, in Jn. 211 . Tiberias was a 
town on the western shore, founded A.D. 22 by Herod Antipas, 
and named after Tiberius, which shows that the designation 
"the Sea of Tiberias" could hardly have been current during 
our Lord's ministry.1 Accordingly the double designation 
found here, T~, 0aAa.<T<T1J, T~, I'a"A.t"A.a{a, ~- Tt/3£pta.80,, shows 
the use of the contemporary name " the Sea of Galilee," 
followed by the explanatory gloss " that is, of Tiberias," added 
to identify the lake for Greek readers at the end of the first 
century. If we ascribe T~'> 0a"A.a<T<T''/'> T~, I'a"A.,"A.aia, to the 
aged apostle, John the son of Zebedee, when telling his 
reminiscences, the addition T~, Ti/3£piaoo, would naturally be 
made by the evangelist, whom we call Jn. Cf. v. 23 for the 
town of Tiberias. 

2. ~Ko>..ou9EL 8l. So ~BDLNW. But the rec. Kat 'YJKOAov0n 
(AI'.:l®) is quite in Jn.'s manner, who often uses Ka{ for 8l 
(see below, v. 21). 

"A great crowd was following Him" (cf. Mt. 1413, Lk. 911 ; 

and see Mk. 633), i.e. not only did they follow Him now, when 
He wished to be in retirement, but they had been following 
Him about before He crossed the lake; YJKOAov0n is the 
impft. of continued action. Their reason was " because they 
were noticing the signs that He was doing on the sick." 
l9ewpouv (BDLN®) is the better reading, as preserving the 
idea that they had been continually observing His powers of 
healing (for 0£wp£iv in a like context, cf. 2 23), but t(I'.:l have 
lwpwv. W has 0ewpovvT£,. 

As Jn. represents the matter, it was previous works of 
healing that had attracted the attention of the crowds; e.g., 
presumably, the cure of the nobleman's son, which has just 
been narrated (446ff·). Cf. also the works of healing narrated 
in Mk. 1 29• 32• 40 2 1 31 65, but not described by Jn. Mt. 1414 

1 Josephus (B.]. iii. 3, 5) has T,js 1rpos T,{Jep,daa Xlµ,v71s. which Niese 
notes as having been altered in inferior MSS. to T,fJcpd,oos-
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d,;; TO Jpo,;; 'I 170-ovs, Kal (KEt (Ka.017ro µ.£Ta TWV µ.a017Twv a~TOV. 4· ~v 
OE lyyti, TO 11"0.Uxa, ~ fopT~ TWV 'Iovoa{wv. 5. ('ll"a.pa,;; oiv TOI! 

and Lk. 911, however, record that Jesus began the day on this 
occasion by healing the sick. This is not mentioned by Mk. 
On the other hand, Mk. 634 (followed by Lk. 911, but not by 
Mt.) says that the earlier part of the day was spent in teaching 
the people; but neither for this nor for works of healing is there 
room in the Johannine narrative (see below on v. 5). Jn. 
seems to know the Marean story (see on v. 7), but he corrects 
it as he proceeds. See Introd., p. xcvii. 

8. d.vijMev 8e de; TO opoc;; '111., " Jesus went up to the hill," 
i.e. the hill rising out of the little plain by the shore. Mk. 
(646), followed by Mt., mentions the hill after his narrative 
of the miracle; but Mt. (1529), in telling what preceded the 
parallel miracle of the Feeding of the Four Thousand, says, 
as Jn. does here, &.va{3a,;; eis To Jpos lKa.017ro lKe'i. Perhaps Jn. 
has borrowed here from Mt., but this is unlikely.1 

It was the habit of Jesus to sit when He taught, as the 
Rabbis were accustomed to do (cf. Mk. 41 935, Mt. 2655, Lk. 420 

53 [Jn.] 82); and He was wont to go up to the hills, whether for 
teaching (Mt. 51 243) or for prayer (Mk. 646, Lk. 612 928). 

The verb &.vlpxoµ.ai occurs again in N.T. only at Gal. 1 18 ; 

and ~*D give &.,nj,\0ev here. 
This narrative represents Jesus and His disciples as having 

arrived at the eastern side of the lake before the crowd, who 
according to Mk. (633) had arrived there first. According to 
Mk. 630, Lk. 910, the disciples who were with Jesus were the 
" apostles "; and this is implied in Jn. 's narrative, though 
not explicitly stated, for the twelve baskets of fragments of 
v. 13 indicate that the number of disciples present was twelve. 
See on 2 2• 

4. It has been pointed out 2 that, although To ,rauxa is 
read here by all MSS. and vss., yet there are patristic comments 
on the verse which suggest that some early writers did not 
treat " the feast " of 64 as a Passover, and that therefore the 
texts before them did not include the words TO 'll"auxa at this 
point. Thus Irena:us (Heer. II. xxii. 3) is silent as to this 
Passover, although it would have been apposite to his argu
ment to use it. 3 If TO 11"auxa were omitted here, it would be 

. natural to identify the feast of this verse with the Feast of 

1 See Introd., p. xcvi. Streeter, The Four Gospels, p. 413, hazards 
the guess that the words avaf3as els -ro 5pos ha/Jr,-ro iKei originally stood 
in the text of Mk. 

• Most explicitly by Hort, Select Readings, p. 77. 
1 See Introd., p. xviii. 
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Tabernacles noted in 72• Having regard to the importance 
of the <FK'l}vo11--r1yfa, it might properly be described as pre
eminently ~ ifoprlJ Twv 'lou8alwv (see on 72). But it would 
be precarious to omit words so fully attested as To 1r&.uxa ; 1 

and on the hypothesis, which has been adopted in this Com
mentary, that c. 5 comes after c. 6 (see Introd., p. xviii), all is 
clear. The Passover mentioned here as "near" is the feast 
whose celebration is narrated in 51 ; z'.e. it was the second 
Passover of the public ministry of Jesus (that mentioned in 2 13 

being the first), and was probably the Passover of the year 
28 A.D. 

For the phrase "feast of the .fews," see on 2 13 ; and cf. 
26 1921. 42, 

It has been suggested that this note about the approaching 
Passover was introduced into the narrative to explain the large 
concourse of persons who were present on the occasion of the 
miracle, and who are supposed to have been thronging the 
roads on the way to Jerusalem for the observance of the feast. 
But the north-eastern corner of the lake is hardly a point at 
which we should expect to find thousands of such travellers. 
Jn. is fond of introducing notes of time into his narrative (see 
p. cii), and he has similar notes about approaching festivals at 
2 13 J2 n 55• lyyus is a favourite word with him, both in relation 
to time and to distance. 

5. l'll'apas o~v Tous &ci,9«>..,...ous o •111, For this phrase, see on 
435, where, as here, it is followed by the verb 9£cio9at. It is 
used again of Jesus at 171 ; cf. also 1141 and Lk. 620• For 
0£au0ai see on 1 14• 

iroMs ox>..os, z'.e. apparently the ox.\os 1ro.\v, of v. 2 (see on 
129), who had followed Jesus and His disciples round the head 
of the lake. But, no doubt, once it was known where He was, 
people would flock to the place from the neighbouring villages 
to see and hear Him. According to the Synoptists (see on 
v. 2), the crowd came upon Jesus early in the morning, and 
the day was spent teaching or healing their sick. Then, 
towards evening, the disciples suggest that the people should 
be sent away that they might buy food for themselves. Jn. 
tells nothing of teaching or healing on this occasion, and he 
represents Jesus as having foreseen, as soon as the crowd began 
to gather, the difficulty that would arise about food. When He 
saw the great multitude coming, He asked Philip, " Whence 
are we to buy loaves?" 

1 Burkitt (Ev. da lvlepharresM, ii. 313) shows that the Syriac 
tradition is against omitting TO ,rao-xa.. 
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aw6v, A£Y€l 1rpo, <I>iAt7r7l"OV II60ev &:yopaa-wp,ev ap-rov,; iva cf,aywa-iv 
otTOI; 6. 'TOVTO St: EAeyev 1l"Etpatwv av'TOl-' 0 awo,; yap ifi>EL .r. 

It is to be observed that in the narratives of the Feeding of 
the Four Thousand (Mk. 84, Mt. 1533), although not in the 
parallel narratives of the Feeding of the Five Thousand, the 
disciples put this question (1r60ev) to Jesus. The question is 
the same as that which Moses puts to Yahweh (Num. 1113), 

1r60u p,ot Kpla Sovvai 1ravTt T<p >..ocp TOVT<fl; and the misgivings 
of Moses, when he reflects that he had 600,000 footmen 
to feed, are expressed in terms not unlike those which Philip 
uses here, 7l"O.V 'T<) ofo,; 'T~'i 0aAa<T<T'YJ> a-vvax0~<TE'Tat avroi:,; Kat 
&.pKla-eiavTo~,; (Num. 1122). 

Another O.T. parallel may be found in 2 Kings 442f·, where 
Elisha's servant exclaims at the impossibility of feeding a 
hundred men with twenty barley loaves and ears of corn" in 
his sack " (eiKO<TL apTOV', Kpt0tvov,; KaL 1ru>..a0a,;, z·.e. cakes). The 
narrative relates that Elisha said, ao,; 'T'e >..ace KaL la-0ifrwa-av, 
declaring that Yahweh had told him there would be enough 
and to spare. And so it was: E<payov Kat KaTlAL1rov. This is a 
story which bears a likeness to the Feedings of the Multitudes 
in the Gospels, in detail much more striking than the story of 
the miraculous increase of meal and oil by Elijah's interven
tion (1 Kings 1716). See Introd., p. clxxxi. 

However, in Jn.'s narrative the question (1r68ev) is a question 
put by Jesus Himself to Philip. Philip was of Bethsaida 
(144), and presumably he knew the .neighbourhood; he was 
thus the natural person of whom to ask where bread could be 
bought. This is one of those reminiscences which suggest the 
testimony of an eye-witness. The Synoptists, in their accounts 
of the wonderful Feedings of the Multitudes, do not name 
individual disciples; but Jn. names both Philip and Andrew, 
and their figures emerge from his narrative as those of real 
persons, each with his own characteristics. See below on v. 8. 

>..lyEL 1rpos et,[>... For this constr., see on 2 3• 

For d.yopaaw,...ev (~ABDNW@), the rec. has &.yopaa-op,Ev. 
6. TOUTO 8e e>,eyev 1TELpatwv o.1h6v KT>... We have seen already 

(cf. Introd., p. xxxiv) that Jn. is apt to comment on the words 
of Jesus and offer explanations of them. The comment at 
this point is probably due to a misunderstanding (as at 2 21). 

Jn. thinks it necessary to explain why Jesus asked Philip where 
bread could be bought, because he hesitates to represent Him 
as asking a question which would suggest His ignorance of 
the answer. But the true humanity of Jesus is not realised, 
if it is assumed that He never asked questions about the simple 
matters of every day. 
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EJUAA£v 'lTOL£tV. 7. &:rr£KptGYJ aimj I, <l.>0,t'lT'lTO<;; ll.iaKO<FLWV 8YJvapfwv 
apTOL olJK apKOV<FLV QVTOLS, lJ/Q £KQ<FTO<;; /3pax11 Ti Aa/3y. 8. A€'f£t 
aliT4i £!, lK TWV µa8YJTWJ/ avrov, 'A.v8piai;; ;, a8£A<po, "5.{µwvo, IIfrpou, 

Jn. does not write thus of Jesus elsewhere. On His way to 
the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus asks where it is (II 34). When He 
saw the fishing-boat on the lake, He asked them if they had 
caught any fish (215, where, however, He may be represented 
as knowing that nothing had been caught). It is by a like 
mistaken idea of reverence that the later Synoptists often omit 
questions which Mk. represents Jesus as asking, e.g. : "Who 
touched my garments?" (Mk. 530, Lk. 845, omitted by Mt.). 
" Seest thou aught ? " addressed to the blind man who was 
healed by stages, is found only in Mk. 823 • "How long time 
is it since this bath come to him ? " asked of the epileptic boy's 
father (Mk. 921), is omitted by Mt. and Lk. 

The simple question, '' Where can bread be bought ? " 
asked by Jesus of a disciple who was familiar with the locality, 
needs not to be explained or explained away. 

,rnpa(nv does not occur again in Jn., but that by itself does 
not prove the verse to be a later gloss, although it raises the 
question if it may not have been added after Jn. had com
pleted his work. 

7. 8LaKoalwv 8Y)vap(wv o.pToL oOK dpKouaw KTA. There is no 
mention of the "two hundred pennyworth" in Mt. or Lk., 
but Mk. 637 makes the disciples say ayopauwp.£v 871vap[wv 
81aKou[wv aprov,; It is probable that Jn. is recalling the 
phraseology of Mk. at this point, although it is possible that 
two distinct traditions, that which came through Peter and 
that which came through John the son of Zebedee, have inde
pendently preserved the same remark made by disciples. Jn. 
several times betrays a knowledge of the Marean narrative, 
which he corrects where necessary.1 

A denarius was the ordinary day's wage of a labourer 
(cf. Mt. 202). Even if the disciples had as much as two 
hundred denarii in their common purse (1329), which is 
improbable, Philip points out that they would not purchase 
enough bread to feed five thousand people, nor would 
it be easy to find so much bread in the vicinity without 
notice. 

There is a reminiscence of the phrase iva lKatTTos f3paxu 
n Mf3n in a passage quoted below (v. u) from the second
century Acts of .f ohn. 

8. Ets eK Twv 1J,n8YJTWv aOTou. This description of an apostle 
is not found in the Synoptists (except at Mk. 131, without 

1 See Introd., p. xcvii. 
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lK); but Jn. has it again at 124 1323 ; cf. 1817• 25• For the 
constr. eI, lK followed by a gen. plur., see on 140 • 

For the designation of Andrew as " Simon Peter's brother," 
see on 140• His first impulse of discipleship was to find Peter 
and bring him to Jesus (141). He appears here as a resourceful 
person who tries to find a practical answer to the question put 
to Philip by Jesus, although he does not think that he has been 
successful in gathering a sufficient supply of food. In 1226-22 

Philip and Andrew are again associated in somewhat similar 
fashion, Philip not knowing what to do until he has consulted 
Andrew. These notices in Jn. supply the only indications of 
Andrew's character that we have, and it is interesting to observe 
their consistency with each other. The only distinctive 
mention of Andrew in the Synoptists is at Mk. 133, where he 
appears as associated with the inner circle of the Twelve
Peter, James, and John. 

A second-century notice of Andrew and Philip shows that 
they were held to be among the leaders of the Twelve. When 
Papias collected traditions from the elders of his day, he used 
to ask them, "What did Andrew and what did Peter say? 
Or what did Philip ? Or what Thomas or James or John or 
Matthew ? " (Eus. H.E. iii. 39. 4), placing them respectively 
first and third of the apostles whom he names. 

In the Muratorian Fragment on the Canon, Andrew is 
specially associated with the writing of the Fourth Gospel: 
"eadem nocte revelatum Andreae ex apostolis ut, recog
noscentibus cunctis, Johannes suo nomine cuncta describeret " ; 
and it is possible that his intimacy with John the son of 
Zebedee was handed down by tradition, although it cannot be 
held that he lived until the Gospel was published (see Introd., 
p. lvi). 

9. In the Synoptists the five loaves and two fishes are the 
provision which the disciples had for their own use. In Jn., 
Andrew reports that a lad was present who had this food with 
him, possibly having brought it from a neighbouring village, 
for Jesus and the Twelve. 

1rm8aptov. There is no mention of this lad in the Synop
tists; see above. The word 7raioapwv does not occur elsewhere 
in the N.T., but it is frequent in the LXX; and it must oe 
noted that it is the word used of Elisha's servant (2 Kings 
438• 43) in the passage immediately preceding the story of 
Elisha's multiplication of the loaves (see above on v. 5). 

The rec. has 7raioapwv lv (AI'A@); ~BDLNW om. lv. 
The Synoptists sometimes use eT, or lv, as a kind of indefinite 
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Otp&.p,a· cL\,\(l TaiiTa Tl EuTtV £it; ToCToVrov~; I o. £l1T£V O 'l7JuoV~ 
Ilot~CTaTE TOV'i &.v0pw1rov, &.va7rE<TElV. ~II ()f xopTO'i 7rOAV'i lv Tu] 

T07r<tJ· &.vl1recrav o~v oi avope, TOV &.p,0µ.ov W> 1rEVTaKL<TXLALOL. 

article, for Tt, or TL (cf. Mt. 819 2669); but this is not the style 
of Jn. (cf., however, u 49 1934). 

Kpi8[vouc;. It is only Jn. who tells that the loaves were of 
barley. Barley bread, being cheaper than wheaten, was the 
common food of the poor; cf. Judg. 713 and Ezek. 1319• Re
ference has already been made to o.pTouc; Kpt8lvous in the 
Elisha story (2 Kings 442). 

800 OiltapLa. The Synoptists say Duo lx0va<;; and Mt. and 
Mk. in the parallel narrative of the Feeding of the Four Thou
sand say oMya lx0v8,a 

The word oif,apwv (only found here and at 219• 10· 13 in the 
Greek Bible) is a dim. of oif,ov, which originally meant '' cooked 
food," and thence came to be used of any relish taken with 
food; e.g. in Pap. Fay. 11931 el. TO. ')'fl'E<Tla reµ,,\,\'YJ, 1rEfJ-'fl'i 
wif,apia,1 the oif,&.p,a were delicacies for a birthday feast. Thus 
,iif!&.pia in the present passage stands for dried or pickled fish. 
The curing of fish was an important industry on the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee, and is alluded to as such by Strabo.2 

Neither in Jn. nor in the Synoptic narrative is there any mention 
of lighting a fire and cooking fish on the occasion of the miracle; 
and it is not to be supposed that the meal was of raw, fresh fish 
and bread. See, however, on 21 10. 

10. 1rot~uaTE (for the aor. imper., see on 25) Tous dv8pw11'ous 
dva1reueiv ... 6.VE'll'E<Tav oov ot av8pec;. The R.V. distinguishes 
&.v0pw1rov, from a.vope,: '' make the people sit down . . . so the 
men sat down," suggesting that the women (or children), if 
present, remained standing. But no such discrimination is 
indicated in the Synoptic accounts, and it would, in the cir
cumstances, be improbable, despite the Oriental subordination 
of women: brfra(ev al!ro'i:, &.vaK,\i0~vai 1ravTa, is Mk's state
ment. &v~p is an infrequent word in Jn., occurring again 
only 1 13• 30 and 416• 17• 18 (of a husband); and it may be that 
its introduction here is due to a reminiscence of Mk.'s 
1revTacrxO.,wi a.vope,, to which Mt. afterwards added the gloss 
xwpt, yuvaiKwv Kat 1ra,8[wv, as he did also in the parallel nar
rative of the Feeding of the Four Thousand (Mt. 1421 1538). 

Jn. returns to the word a.v0pw1roi at v. 14. 
&.va1rl1rTeLv is " to lie back" or '' recline," whether on the 

1 About 100 A.D., cited by Milligan, Vocab. 
• xvi. c. 2, § 45, quoted by G. A. Smith, Hist. Geogr. of Holy Land, 

p. 454, who adds, " The pickled fish of Galilee were known throughout 
the Roman world." 
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1 l. {>..af3ev oiv TOllS apTOVS o 'l']O"OUS Ka£ evxapLO"T~o-as OtEOWKEV Tots 

sloping hillside (as here) or on a couch (as at the Last 
Supper, 1312 21 20). Mk. uses ava,r{,rTnv as well as avaKA.{vnv 
in his parallel narrative; Mt. has a.vaK>..tvnv only, and Lk. 
KaTaKA.{vnv. 

xopTos ,ro~us, "there was much grass "-green grass, Mk. 
says-it being spring-time, after the rainy season, just before 
the Passover (v. 4). Jn. does not mention the greenness of 
the grass, nor does he say anything about the people being 
distributed into groups or companies. 

11. u..a/3Ev oov Tous apTous. Jesus took the loaves, and 
blessing them, caused them to be distributed, thus acting as 
host. 

It is remarkable, and probably significant, that Jn., alone 
of the evangelists, does not say that the loaves were broken by 
Jesus, as well as blessed. In all the narratives descriptive of 
the Feedings of the Multitudes, except this, we have ap-rovs 
EKA.aa-ev or KaTEKA.aa-ev Tov, llp-rov,, or the like. Jn. never uses the 
verb KAaw or KaraKA.aw. Now, in all the accounts of the 
institution of the Lord's Supper, that Jesus "brake the Bread" 
is explicitly mentioned, EKAaa-ev llp-rov, only one loaf being 
used. The rite itself is called in Acts 2 42 .;1 KAao-is Tov apTov 
(cf. Acts 207, and perhaps Acts 2735), so essential a feature was 
the breaking of the one loaf deemed to be. Thus, in this 
particular, the Johannine narrative of the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand is less suggestive of the action of Jesus at the Last 
Supper than are the Synoptic narratives of the same miracle. 
By the omission of apTovs EKAaa-ev Jn. has deviated from the 
Synoptic tradition in a fashion which suggests that he did not 
regard the miraculous meal, which he describes, as anticipatory 
of the sacrament with which he was familiar, although he does 
not tell of its institution. The discourse which follows (cf. 
esp. vv. 52-56) cannot be interpreted without including a 
sacramental reference; but it would seem, nevertheless, that 
Jn. wishes to avoid suggesting that the miraculous feeding 
was a sacramental meal. 

It is just possible, although unlikely, that Jn. omits all 
mention of the breaking of the bread, not because he did not 
regard the meal as sacramental, but because he lays stress on 
the circumstance (1933) that the Body of Christ was not broken 
on the Cross. 

We must also note that Jn. omits the words, aFa/3>..ltf!as 
eis Tov ovpavov before the blessing of the loaves, which are 
common to all three Synoptists. This '' lifting up of the 
eyes " was a very ancient feature of the Eucharistic rite, and 
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we cannot be sure how far back it goes (cf. u 41 171, and see 
on 435). 

In another detail,per contra, Jn.'s narrative of the Feeding 
of the Five Thousand suggests the Last Supper more clearly 
than the Synoptists do. In Jn., it is Jesus Himself who dis
tributes the loaves to the multitudes, 8d8wKEv To'is dvaKELp.ivoLs, 
just as He distributed the Bread to His disciples on the eve of 
His Passion (cf. also 2113); but in the Synoptists, it is the Twelve 
who, acting under His direction, bring the loaves round, which 
probably was what actually took place. Jn.'s otl.owKev, however, 
need not be taken as excluding the assistance of the Twelve 
in the distribution, although this is not explicitly mentioned. 
Quz" fad! per alz"um, facz"t per se. 

The rec. text inserts after otl.owKEY the words TOt<; µ.a01}Ta'i,, 
ot oe µ.a0YJm{ (so ~0 Dl'.:l@), but this is a harmonising gloss 
introduced from Mt. 1419• The intercalated words are not 
found in ~* ABLNW or in most vss. 

We must now examine the word E~xapLa'T'laas, "having 
given thanks." ev.\.oye'iv is the verb used in the Synoptic 
parallels (Mk. 641, Mt. 1419, Lk. 916); but Mk. (86) and Mt. 
(1536) have evxapurTE'iv in a similar context in their narratives 
of the Feeding of the Four Thousand. In the accounts of the 
institution of the Lord's Supper, Lk. (2219) and Paul (1 Cor. 
u 24) use evxapiun'iv of the Blessing of the Bread, while Mt. 
(2627), Mk. (1423), and Lk. (2217) use it of the Blessing of the 
Cup, the Cup being called by Paul To 71"oTTJpwv r~, ev.\.oy[a, 
a ev.\.oyovµ.ev (1 Cor. 1016). In these passages it is not possible 
to distinguish in meaning between evxapt<TTElY and ev.\.oye'iv, l 
although evxapt<rTELY and evxapt<TTLU soon came to be used in 
a special sense in connexion with the Holy Communion (cf. 
!gnat. Phz"lad. 4 <T71"0V0a<raTE otv µ.t~ evx_apt<rT{'l-, and see Justin, 
Apol. i. 66, and Iren. Hmr. iv. 18. 5). 

But the verb ev.\.oye'iv is never used in Jn. (except once in 
a quotation, 1213); and he uses evxapiure'iv elsewhere ( 1141 , 

Ila.rep evxapiurw uoi) where no sacramental reference is 
possible. In this general sense, "giving of thanks," Evxapiure'iv 
occurs a few times in the later books of the LXX (Judith 825, 

2 Mace. 1231) and in Philo, as well as frequently in the N.T., 
e.g. Lk. 1716 1811, and very often in Paul. 

It may be that the " giving of thanks " or "blessing" 
which all the evangelists mention in their narratives of the 
miraculous Feedings of the Multitudes was the grace before 
meat which the Lord used, and which was the usual habit of 
piety before a meal ( cf. Deut. 810). The form of Jewish '' grace " 
which has come down to us is, '' Blessed art thou, 0 Lord our 

1 Cf. Swete, j.T.S., Jan. 1902, p. 163. 
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fivaKnµ.€vot~, Oµo{w~ Ka~ lK TWv Olp aplwv 
l.vrnA~u0rwav, Al.yEt TOt<; µ.a0riTat<; avTOV 
uaVTa KAauµ,aTa, iva µ.~ n &.1roA17Tat. 

• #0 \ • ~' O<TOV ~ EI\OV, ' 12, w<; o,E 
~vi,ayayETE Ta 1TEpt<r<TEV-

' .. ' 13. <rVV17Yayoi, ovv, Kai 

God, king of the world, who bringeth forth bread from the 
earth." But if this is the allusion in dxapia-T~<ra, or EvAoy~ua, 
in the evangelical narratives of the Miraculous Feedings, it is 
curious that no such phrase occurs in connexion with the other 
meals described in the Gospels at which Jesus presided or was 
the principal Guest (Lk. 2430 is sacramental). Jn. does not 
hint that " a blessing " was asked or pronounced at the 
Marriage Feast in Cana (21), or at the supper in Bethai;iy (122), 
or at the meal by the lake-side (2113). Cf. Mk. 143, Lk. 529 737• 

In Acts 2736 it is said, indeed, of Paul Xa{3wv apTOv Evxap{<TT)]<TEV 
T<p 0E<p ivw1rwv 1ravTwv Kat KAaua, ~p~u.To l.u0fov ; but it is not 
clear that this was an ordinary meal preceded by a "grace." 
Knowling and Blass regard it as a sacramental celebration. 

Whatever be the reason, it would seem that the evangelical 
traditions handed down the incident of Jesus " blessing " the 
loaves at the Miraculous Feedings as an incident of special 
significance. The similarity to this verse of Jn. 2113, Xaµ./30.vet 
TOV apTOV KaL 8{ow<rtv avro'i:, KaL TO owapwv oµ.o{w,, brings out the 
more clearly the omission of any such word as evxapt<rT~<ra<; 
or evAoy~ua, in the latter passage. 

The stress that was laid in early times on the blessing of the 
loaves, in connexion with their multiplication, is apparent in a 
legend preserved in the second-cen,tury Acts of John (§ 93): 
'' If at any time He were bidden by one of the Pharisees and 
went to the bidding, we accompanied Him; and before each 
was set one loaf by him that had bidden us, He also receiving 
one loaf. And, blessing His own loaf, He would divide it 
among us; and from that little each was filled ( iK Tov f3paxlo, 
£Kacrro, l.xopra(Ero: see v. 7 above), and our own loaves were 
saved whole, so that they who bade Him were amazed." The 
act of blessing is a preliminary condition of the miracle, accord
ing to this writer. See on 623 below. 

ouov ~8e>..ov. All the evangelists agree in the statement 
that the multitudes "were filled," z".e. that they had a sub
stantial meal, and not merely a scrap of food; but Jn. is even 
more explicit, saying that of the fish as well as of the loaves 
they had as much as they wished for. 

12. EVE11"A~<r8Tj<rav. The Synoptists have l.xopTau017uav, as 
Jn. has at v. 26. The phrase JJ.ETo. ro iµ,1rA17u0~vai used of the 
Eucharist in the Didache (x. 1) probably comes from this 
passage. 

Ta. n-ept<r<rEu<ravTa. KAci<rp.a.Ta.. Mk. ( 643) has the curious 
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1.ylµurav 8w8£Ka Kocp{vov<, KAacrµ&.Twv £K TWV 7rtVT£ 
Kpd){vwv a br£p{crcr£Vcrav TOLc; /3£/3pwK6criv. 

. ~ 

apTwV TWV 

expression KA&.crµarn 8w8£Ka Kocplvwv 1rA'r]pwµarn, but Mt. (1420) has 
TCJ 7r£ptcrcr£vov rwv KAacrµ&.Twv, and Lk. (917) has TCJ 1r£ptcrcr£vcrav 
avTo;:,, KAacrµfrwv. Jn. uses 7r£picrcrdmv only here and in v. 13 
(he has 1r£picrcr6v at 1010) ; and it has been suggested that he 
is here dependent either on Lk. or Mt., rather than Mk. 
But he was quite capable of correcting Mk.'s '7T'A'f/pwµara, 
just as Lk. and Mt. have done, and the verb 1r£p1crcr£vnv is the 
natural one to use. Jn. uses the word 1rA~pwµa only of the 
"fulness "of Christ (1 16), and avoids it in all other contexts, per
haps because of its misleading employment in Gnostic systems. 

KAaujJ,a. is a word used in the N.T. only in the Gospel 
accounts of the miraculous feedings. It is rare in LXX, but 
we find KAd.<rµ,aTa. apTWV in Ezek. 1J19 and KA.arrµan aprnv in 
Judg. 195 (A text). It is used of the Bread of the Eucharist in 
the .Didache (ix. 3). 

Lightfoot 1 recalls a Jewish custom at meals of leaving 
something over for those who served : this was called i'l~:l, 
peah. This possibly is behind the incident recorded here. The 
apostles had each his travelling-basket or K6cpivo<, (cf. Judg. 
619), and having ministered to the people they went round and 
collected what was left over. Juvenal mentions the K6cpivo, 
as a basket characteristic of Jews: " quorum cophinus 
foenumque supellex " (Sat. iii. 14). All four evangelists have 
the word K6cpivoc;, while in the parallel narrative of the Feeding 
of the Four Thousand the word is cr1rvp{,. or rrcpvp{c;, which 
was a hamper large enough to hold a man (Acts 925). 

It is Jn. alone who tells that it was at the bidding of Jesus 
that the fragments were gathered up, and he alone adds a 
reason, viz. lva ,...~ TL cbroAtJTat. This is one of those com
ments upon his narrative to which Jn. is so prone (seep. xxxiv), 
and no doubt it gives an excellent sense at this point. But the 
Synoptists know nothing· of this, and the Jewish custom of 
leaving a peah or morsel at the end of a meal for the servers 
provides a sufficient explanation of the matter. 

There is no suggestion that the bread, miraculously pro
vided, was like the manna of ancient days, which could not be 
kept over from one day to another (Ex. 1619); and the objection 
of the people recorded at v. 31 shows that they did not consider 
the supply of bread that they had witnessed as at all comparable 
with the manna from heaven which their fathers had enjoyed. 

13. 8w8£Ka.. This suggests that all the original apostles 
were present. 

1 Hor. Hebr., iii. 302. 
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14. Oi oiv av0punro, l86vn, 3 E-rro{'YJuEv CT'YJp.Etov V,eyov oTt 

0vT6s ECTTIV &) .. 'Y}0ws o -rrpocp~T'YJS o EPXDf.J-EVOS Eis TOV 1<6up.ov. 
15. 'l'Y}CTOV<; oiv yvov<; on p.i.AA.ovu,v E PXECTUai KaL ap7ra(uv a:(JTOV iva 
7rOl~CTWCTIV {3au,Aia, &.vExi!Jp'YJCTEV 7ra,A1v Eis TO opos aVTO<; p.6vo<;. 

tK Twv irEVTE «pTwv KT>... Mk. (643) speaks of fragments of 
the fishes being gathered up along with the fragments of the 
loaves, but Jn. (as also Mt., Lk.) speaks only of the fragments 
of bread. 

/3e/3pwKouw. The verb does not occur again in the N.T. 

Jesus acclaimed as the Messianic King (vv. 14, '15) 

14. & ,rpocl>~TTJS & lpxop.evos EL<; TOY KOITfi,OV. The people had 
already been attracted because of the " signs " of healing 
which Jesus did (v. 2); now this greater "sign" led them to 
think of him as "the prophet that cometh into the world." 
The woman of Samaria had been convinced that He was 
"a prophet" (419), as the blind man whom He healed said of 
Him afterwards (917); but the miracle of the loaves and 
fishes inclined the eye-witnesses to go further, and to iden
tify Jesus with the prophet of popular belief whom Israel 
expected (see on 1 21) as the fulfilment of the prophecy of Deut. 
1815• "They began to say " (lXeyov), "This is truly the 
prophet that is coming into the world" (see on 1127). Cf. 
v. 31. 

cl.>..118ws is a favourite adverb with Jn.; cf. oriT6s lunv &.A'Y}fiws 
o 7rpocp~T'YJS (740), and see on 147 • 

S . . . u11p.eiov, not a . . . CT'YJf.J-Eta, is the true reading, the 
reference being to the particular '' sign " which has just been 
described. 

The rec., with ALNrA@, ins. b 'I'Y/uovs after CT'YJf.J-Etov, for 
clearness, but om. ~BDW. 

15. Jn. generally writes b 'l'Y/uovs (see on 1 29), but we have 
'111uous (without the art.) followed by o~v, as here, several 
times; cf. 1138• 184 1926• 

yvous on p.lX.XoUITLV epxEu8ai KT>-. The excited people, having 
concluded that Jesus was the prophet of their expectation, 
began to plot how they might seize Him (apirdtELV) and 
make Him king, that is, the Messianic king. The Jerusalem 
crowds had the same idea when they cried '' Hosanna " and 
greeted Him as " King of Israel " on His entry to the city 
(1213). Indeed, it was made part of the charge against Him, 
that He had claimed to be "King of the Jews" (1833f·). But 
He would not accept the title in the sense in which they under
stood it. He was not a political revolutionary. And so 
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" He withdrew again to the hill" (see v. 3), from which He 
had come down to feed the people. 

Mk. and Mt. tell nothing of the fanatical excitement of the 
crowds, or of their being so much impressed by the miracle 
as to think of Jesus as Messiah; 1 the only hint the Synoptists 
give of this being supplied by Lk., who follows up the narrative 
of the Feeding by the story of the various answers to the 
question, "Who do the multitudes say that I am?" (Lk. 918) 

which Mk. and Mt. put in another context. 
Indeed, Mk. and Mt. give as the reason of Jesus' retirement 

to the hill, that it was to pray, which is perhaps here suggested 
by p,ovo,. That was His habit, and such a motive for His 
retirement is not inconsistent with His other motive, viz. to be 
freed from the embarrassing attentions of the crowds. Mk. and 
Mt. tell that He dismissed the crowds (Mk. 645 , Mt. 1423), while 
Jn. suggests rather that He escaped from them. Probably 
He tried to disperse them, but some, more obstinate and excited 
than the rest, would not leave. It is these latter who come 
before us in v. 22 as having remained until the next morning. 
Again, Jn. does not mention that the return of the disciples 
was ordered by Jesus, as Mk. and Mt. do; but it is evident 
that they would not have left Him had they not been told to do 
so. He may have wished to remove them from the atmosphere 
of political excitement which had been generated. Apparently 
Jesus had not told His disciples exactly where and when they 
would meet Him again. 

The storm on the lake (vv. 16-21) 

16. &iJ,la may indicate any time in the late afternoon (cf. 
2019 and Mt. 1415• 23). The sun set after the disciples had 
started, and it became dark (a-KoT{a, v. 17) while they were on 
the lake. Mk. 648 notes that Jesus met them '' about the fourth 
watch of the night," i.e. about 3 a.m. 

KaTl/3riaav, "they descended," sc. from the slopes of the 
hill. 

16 ff. The incident is described with vividness. It was late 
in the evening when the boat started on the return journey to 
Capernaum (v. 17; see on v. 1). The wind had risen, and the 
lake was stormy. Mk. does not say that the destination of the 
boat was Capernaum, although that is what we should have 
expected: his words are 11vayKa<T(V TOV'> p,a0YJTOS . • • 1rpoay£LV 

1 Turner (J.T.S., Jan. 1925, p. 148) suggests that it may have 
peen this incident which attracted the attention of Herod (cf. Mk. 614). 
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Oa>..acnrav, 17. Kat l.p,/3&.vTe, El, 1rX0Zov ~pxovTo 1r/.pav rij, 8aXacrcr17, 

El, T<l 1r/.pav 1rpo, B178cra'ioav (Mk. 645), and he goes on to tell 
that, driven by the storm, they landed ultimately at Gennesaret, 
which is a little to the south of Capernaum. That is to say, 
according to Mk., they made for Bethsaida in the first instance; 
whether because they wished to take Jesus on board there, or 
to land one of the party (it was the home of some of them; see 
on 144), or because they wished to keep under the lee of the 
land, in view of the impending storm, we cannot tell. In any 
case the storm caught them, and when they had rowed 25 or 
30 furlongs, that is, about 3 or 4 miles, they Sf:e Jesus 
1repi1raToiina l.1rt Tij, 8aXacrcr17,, and coming near the boat. 
Now by this time, having rowed nearly 4 miles, they must 
have been close to the western shore of the lake, and so Jn. 
says: Ev0iws TO 1TA0tOV EYEVETO E7Tl Tij, yij, Eis ~v v1rijyov. 

Ifwe had only Jn.'s account of this incident, we should have 
no reason to suppose that he intended to record any " miracle." 
The phrase l'll"l T~,;; 8.aMuU1J,;; (v. 19) is used by Jn. again at 211, 
where it undoubtedly means " by the sea shore "; and it is 
probable that he means here that when the boat got into the 
shallow water near the western shore, the disciples saw Jesus 
in the uncertain light walking by the lake, and were frightened, 
not being sure what they saw. Jn. does not say, as Mk. does, 
that Jesus was received into the boat; he only says that they 
were desirous to have Him with them, when they found that the 
voyage was already over (v. 21). Nor does Jn. say anything 
about a miraculous stilling of the storm (cf. Mk. 651). Nor does 
he say (as Mk. 649, Mt. 1426) that the disciples thought they 
had seen a phantasm (cf,a.vrncrp,a). So far from it being true 
that we always find in Jn. an enhancement of the miraculous, 
in this particular case, while the story as narrated by Mk. 
(followed by Mt.) is miraculous, in Jn. there is no miracle 
whatever. Nor does Jn. call the incident a "sign," as he is 
accustomed to speak of the miracles which he records (cf. 
v. 14). In short, this story, as told by Jn., is exactly the 
kind of story that we might expect from John the son of 
Zebedee, a fisherman with experience of the lake in all its 
moods, well accustomed to its sudden storms, and knowing 
the distance from one point to another (v. 19). See Introd., 
p. clxxvi. 

17. lp.j3aVTE,;; eL,;; 11">..oi:ov, The same phrase occurs for embark
ing 21 3 and I Mace. 1537• ADI'@W insert To before 1rXofov, 
which no doubt gives the sense, it being probably their own 
boat that they took for their return voyage; but ~BL~ 
omit To, 
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d, Kacf,apvaovµ,. KOL O'KO'T{a ~s,, ,y,yov,i Kal 0~7!"W v,,,AvBn 7rp0, 
at,rov; 0 ·1,,uoii,, 18. ~ 1"( Ba.Aauua &.viµ,ov µ,qa.Aov 7rl'f.OVTO, 
oi,ydp,ro. 1 9· f.A']AUKOTE; ollv w; uraotov, £LKOO'l 7rf.l'Tf ~ rpta.KOVTU 

~pxono, "they were going," the impft. being used for an 
incompleted action. 

For KOL O'KOTLO ~811 eyeyovei, ~D read Kari>..a/3,v 0( a&ov; ~ 
uKoTia, "but darkness overtook them" (cf. 1235 and 15 , 

where see note). This, again, gives the sense, but we follow 
ABLI'.6.N@W with the rec. text, although KaTi>..a(3,v aVTov, ~ 
uKor{a is a thoroughly Johannine phrase. 

ovK is read for oi/7rw by AI'.6.®, but oww is better attested 
(~BDLNW) and gives the better sense. Jesus had "not 
yet " come to them. They had expected to meet Him at 
Bethsaida Julias (see on 616 above), or at some other point, 
but their course had been embarrassed by the storm. They 
were probably keeping close to the shore on the look out for 
Him, before the storm broke. 

18. The sea was rising because of the squall. We have the 
same expression~ Ba.Aauua •.• UrJy,{p,ro, Jonah 1 13• 

19. e>..11>..aKOTE,. Cf. (3auavtl;oµhov; El' T'f' Uavv,iv (Mk. 648). 

lA.avvnv occurs again in N.T. only at Lk. 829, Jas. J4, 2 Pet. 2 17• 

They had rowed about 25 or 30 stades, i.e., as a stade was 
600 feet, nearly 4 miles, and therefore, as has been shown above 
(v. 16), they were close to the western shore. Mk. says they 
were iv µ,iu'I! Tij, BaAauu'l• (Mk. 647), which need not mean 
more than that the water was all round them. Mt. adds to 
Mk. 's sentence, according to the text of B® (although the other 
uncials do not confirm this), O'TaOLov, 7rOAAov, (® has iKavov,) 
&7ro r~, y~. d7r<i'x•, which seems to be a gloss derived from 
the narrative of Jn., but intended, after the manner of Mt., to 
emphasise the miraculousness of the story. 

In some texts of Mt. 1425 we have .l1ri r~v BaAauuav for the 
,1r1 r~, 0a'>,._auu'], of Mk. 648 and Jn. 619• The latter does not 
necessarily mean more than " by the sea shore " : to read 
l1r, r11v Ba.Aauuav would indicate beyond question that Jesu, 
literally "walked on the sea." Job says of the Creator that He 
"walks upon the high places of the sea," .,,-,pi1rarwv w, ,l7r' 
loacf,ov, .l7rt Ba>..auu'], (Job. 98); and Wisdom declares (Ecclus. 
245), (I' (3a8,i &(3vuuwv 1r£f!l€7!"0.T']O'U, from which passages it 
might be concluded that " walking upon the sea " is a Divine 
prerogative. It is possible that some such idea may account 
for the transformation of the J ohannine tradition, which is void 
of miracle, into the supernatural story in Mk., Mt. See on v. 
15 and Introd., p. clxxvi. 

8ewpouuiv, "they notice "; see on 2 23 for B,wpiiv. 
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0ewpovcrw TOV 'I17crovv -rrepi-rraTOVVTa i-rrt Tl7• 0aX&.crcr17,; KQL lyyii-. TOV 
-rrAofou yiv6µ,wov, KQL icpof3~017crav. 20. 0 OE >-..1.yEL avToi,; 'Eyw .lµ,t, 
µ,~ cpo/3e1.cr0e. 2 I. ~0e>-..ov otlv >..af3e'iv avTov ei,; To -rrAotov, Kat 
ev01.w,; .1yl.v£To TO 7rAOtOV i-rrt Tl7'> Y1}• El, ~v v-rr~yov • 

.lyyus Tou 1r>..olou ymlp.evov, sc. " getting near the boat," a 
use of y{yvoµ,at for lpxoµ,at which we have again in v. 25; cf. 
Acts 2016 2117 2515 • 

.lcj,o/3~8rJ1rn1', "they were afraid," and so Jesus says-
20. .lyw eip.t, JJ-11 cj,o{3ei:u8e. These comforting words are 

reported in identical phrase in the Marean and J ohannine 
narratives (cf. Mk. 650, Mt. 1427, both of which prefix 0apcre1.n). 
They probably mean simply " It is I : be not afraid," the 
Marean account suggesting that the reason of the disciples' 
alarm was that they thought Jesus was a spirit (cpavrncrµa). 
Another explanation has been offered of lyw eiµ,i, viz. that it 
stands for the self-designation of Yahweh in the prophets, 
~m,-•?~, I (am) He; cf. 858 1319. But this explanation is not 
necessary here,1 and such a mystical use of words would be 
foreign to the style of Mk., although there are parallels in Jn. 

21. ~8e>..ov o~v >..a.(3eiv a.1hov Eis TO 1r>..., " they were wishing 
to receive Him into the boat, and straightway the boat was 
at the land." ~0e'll.ov is used here as at 744, 1619, the wish 
not being translated into action. Here Jn. is at variance with 
Mk. (651), who says, as also Mt. does (with an amplification 
about Peter's going to Jesus on the water, Mt. 1428 -32), that 
Jesus climbed into the boat. The narrative of Jn. is simpler. 

It has been objected to this view that we should expeot 
&.>..>..a ev01.w, To. -rrA. KTA. rather than Ka.l eu8.!ws, if the meaning 
intended is that they did not receive Jesus into the boat, 
because they found their voyage already ended. But Jn. is 
prone to use Kai, where &.>..>-..a or 81. would be employed by 
another writer (see on 1 11). 

For ev01.w, in Jn. see on 59• 

The people cross the lake and find Jesus at Capernaum 
(vv. 22-25) 

22 ff. The readings of~* in vv. 2 2-24 are curiously aberrant, 
and the text from ~* must be transcribed in full: Tij E-rravpiov 
o 5x>..o, o E<TTW<; -rrl.pav Tl7• 0aXacrcr17, eioev 6Tt -rrAotapLOv 11AAO OVK 
;v £KE'i Ei µ,~ £v, £Ke'ivo El~ 8 £vl/3'Y]rrav oi µ,a017ral ToV ,l'1]<TDV, Kal 6r1. 
ov UUVEA17Av0EL avTot, o 'l17crov<; ei, TO 7rAOtOV &.>..>-..a µ,6vot oi µ,a017rnt 
O.VTOV" i-rre>..06JtTwv otlv TWV 7rAOtWV EK Tif3epio.8o, lyyv. ovcr17,; 6-rrov 
Kat l.cpayov apTOV, evxaptcrT~crano, TOV Kup{ou, KO.( i'.oovTES 6TL OVK ~v 

1 Cf. Introd., p. cxx. 
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2 2. Tfi bravpwv & ox"-o, & E<TrYJl<W, 1rlpav T7], Ba.\.au<T'YJ• £l8ov 
6TL 1rA0La.p10v a,\.,\o OVI< ~v (l<EL d µ:q lv, Ka! OTL ov uvvnu71A8Ev Tot, 
µ.a0YJTaL, avTOV & 'IYJ<TOVS Ei~ TO 1rA0Zov d,\.Ao. µ6vot oi µaBYJTa! a&ov 
a,r71,\.8ov· 23. a.\.,\.a 1,A0Ev 1rAOLO.pLa Et< Tt/3Eptd.Oo, iyyv, TOll T07rOV 

£t<EL & 'IYJUOV, OVOE oi µaBrJTat avl.f3YJuav d. TO 1rAOLOV t<a! ;.\.Bov KTA. 
This is evidently a rewriting of the original, which has a clumsy 
parenthesis at v. 23. 

Other variants are 18wv (rec. reading with I'A W, a casus 
pendens) for d8ov (ABLN®), ~D having £loo,; ~* r A® interpolate 
the explanatory gloss lt<Etvo d, S ivif3YJuav oi µaBYJm[ of the rec. 
text; for ,r>,.oLov (the true reading) at the end of v. 22, I'.6.® 
give 1r.\.oiapwv; after d>..M, the rec. text with Ar.6.® inserts oE; 
BW have 1rAoi'a for ,r>..ouipLa (the true reading; see exegetical 
note) in v. 23; for gratias agente domino, many Latin texts 
have gratias agentes domino, as if it was the multitude that 
had given thanks; and in v. 24, the rec. text with AI'.6.® has 
1r.\.oi'a for ,r>..ouipL« (~cBDLNW). 

22. T!J l,rauptov. See on 1 19• 29• Some, perhaps the more 
zealous of the crowd, had remained all night on the scene of the 
miracle, in the hope that they would succeed in their attempt 
(v. 15) to set up Jesus as kmg, the more apathetic, or the more 
submissive, having dispersed to their homes. 

The construction of the sentence is difficult, and attempts 
to make it more consecutive have led to various readings. The 
balance of authority is for £ioov (see above), but the rec. iowv 
would be more natural. The meaning is: On the next day 
the crowd which had stood (EurYJ1<ws) on the other (i.e. the 
eastern) side of the lake, having seen (sc. the evening before) 
that only one boat was there, and that the disciples had 
embarked in their boat without Jesus, started for Capernaum 
in the little boats that came from Tiberias during the night. 
There had been only one boat on the beach the previous even
ing, which they had seen go without Jesus; but they could not 
find Jesus in the morning, and so they decided to go after Him 
in the little boats that had since been driven in by the storm. 
These, apparently, were sufficient for all the zealous watchers, 
so that their number could not have been very large. 

A ,r>..ouiptov, "little boat," is mentioned in N.T. only at 
Mk. J9, Jn. 218 (where it is the skiff or dinghy belonging- to the 
1rAofov of 213• 6), and in this passage. To 1rAoi'ov was the big 
fishing-boat, able to carry Jesus and the Twelve, which has been 
mentioned already (vv. 17, 19, 21); there had been no other 
m\oiapiov on the beach the previous evening (perhaps Jn. 
means no other 1rAotapwv besides the dinghy belonging to the 
1r,\oi'ov, which had gone with it). But several small boats 



VI. 22-25.] JESUS IS FOUND AT CAPERNAUM 189 

6'11"0V ecf,ayov 'T6V ap'TOV ellxapuTT~<TaVTM 'TOV Kvplov. 24. 6T£ oliv 
eW•v b ox.\o, OTL 'I 1')<TOV<; ollK £<TTW EKEL olloi ot p,a0YJTaL alJTov, 
lvl/3rJuav nllTol d, Ta 'll"AOtapta Kal :r,>..Bov Et, Kacf,apvaovp, 'YJTOVVT£<; 
TOIi 'IYJ<TOVV. 25. Kill d!pOVTE<; av'TOV 'll"Epav TI], 0a>..au<TYJ<; El'll"OV 
allT4' 'p a/3 /3 d, 'll"O'T£ ~OE ylyova,; 

(,r.\oto.pm) had been driven in from Tiberias (see for Tiberias 
on v. 1 above) by the squall during the night, and these were 
available. 

23. This parenthetical verse appears to be a later gloss. 
It is, indeed, necessary to the narrative, which tells that the 
disappointed watchers by the lake crossed over to Capernaum, 
and hitherto there has been no mention of any boats that they 
could have used. But (1) the town of Tiberias (see on v. 1) is 
not mentioned elsewhere in the N.T., and had only recently 
been founded. (2) More significant is the description of the 
scene of the miracle Toil To'll'ou o'll'ou ecj,a.yov Tov iipTov euxa.pt• 
UTTJUanoc; Toil Kupfou. Nowhere else are the five loaves of the 
story called o apTo, in the singular, that being the way, on the 
contrary, in which the Eucharistic bread is always spoken of 
(cf. 1 Cor. 1016• 17 u 27). (3) ,llxapiu~uavTo, Tov Kvplov suggests 
that this was the central fact which would at once identify 
the occurrence, whereas we expect an expression like '' where 
He fed the multitudes." (4) The meaning of 11llxaptuT<Lv has 
been examined above (v. u), but here it seems to bear its 
later sacramental significance, the writer giving a sacramental 
turn to the miracle, which Jn. studiously avoids in his narra
tive. (5) Specially noteworthy is it that D 69* a e Syr. sin. 
and Syr. cur (a strong combination) omit the words Ellxapt• 
<TT~uavTo, Tov Kvplov here; and several of the Latin vg. texts 
avoid them by the mistaken rendering gratias agentes domino, 
"agentes" replacing "agente." (6) As we have seen above 
(on 41), b Kvpw, is not Johannine in narrative (except after the 
Resurrection). Jn. would have used b 'IYJ<Tov,. Verse 23 must 
be regarded as a non-Johannine gloss (see Introd., p. xxxiii). 

24. There is no art. before 'lrJrrou,, contrary to the general 
usage of Jn. (see on 1 29). But the reason is the same as at 
41• 47, viz. that on is here recz"tantis. What the people actually 
said to each other was, "Jesus is not there, nor His disciples." 

25. eupovTec; a.uTov. Jesus had reached Capernaum with 
His disciples (cf. vv. 17, 59), and the crowds found Him there 
,dpav 1~c; 8a.MuO"l)c;, that is, now on the western side of the 
lake, the side opposite to that from which they started. 

For " Rabbi," the title by which these excited followers 
addressed Him, see on 1 38. 

'll'oTE C:.8e ylyova.c; ; " When did you get here ? " See on 
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26. 'A1f'EKp£0ri avro'i~ 0 'Iriuov~ Kal e!'Tf'EV 'Aµ~v &µ~v >..lyw vp,1,11, 
(,riu'i,d p,E ovx on ei.'ll£TE urwe'i,a, &>..>..' on «f,&.yerE £K rwv a.prwv Kat 
lxopr&.u0'}TE. 27. lpya(eu0E ,,,~ T~V (Jpwa'LV T~V a'Tf'OAAVp,EV'}V, &>..>..a 

v. 19. Jesus gives no answer to their question, but rebukes 
them for their lack of understanding (v. 26). 

Discourse: Jesus the Bread of Lzfe, which is given by the 
Father (vv. 26-40) 

26. Jn. states (v. 59) that the long discourse which follows, 
interrupted at several points by questions, was delivered in the 
synagogue at Capernaum; and it is represented as marking a 
turning-point in the ministry of Jesus, many, even of His former 
disciples (v. 66), being repelled by the strange and lofty 
mysticism which it teaches. There is no reason to question the 
statement that a discourse about the Bread of Life followed the 
Miracle of the Loaves, in correction of the failure to appreciate 
its significance by some of those who had been fed. But it 
can hardly be doubted that the whole discourse, as we have it, 
has been arranged by Jn. so as to bring out special (and often 
repeated) teachings of Jesus about His own person, and to 
illustrate the growing opposition of" the Jews" (v. 41). 

The plan of the discourse in all its parts is similar to that in 
the discourses with Nicodemus and with the Samaritan woman.1 

It falls into three sections (vv. 26-40, 41-5xa, 51b-58), but 
cf. note on v. 51, and Introd., p. clxvii. 

cl:ll'EKp. mho'i:s b 'll'J, Ka.l EL'Tl'Ev. See on 150• 

di'~" di'~" . . . See on 1
51

• 

o&x ilTL eil>eTe <TIJfLELa..2 They had seen a a''J/1-E'iov in the 
Miraculous Feeding (v. 14), and if they had interpreted it 
aright, the faith which would have ensued would have been 
acceptable, although not of the highest type (see on 2 11). But 
they were following Jesus about because of the material benefits 
which they had received at His hands (on e4>ayeTe eK Twv aprwv, 
" because you ate of those loaves "), rather than because they 
discerned in Him the spiritual Deliverer of their race. They 
mistook His mission, as some of them had shown already 
(cf. vv. 15 and 30). 

Ka.l .!xopT«a-8YJTE, et saturati estis. See on v. 12, where Jn. 
has lve7rA~u0'1uav instead of the Synoptic lxoprau0'J<rav. But 
bodily satiety does not last. They would be, perhaps were 
already, hungry again. 

1 See Introd., p. cxi. 
2 This is the only place, as Wendt points out, where the word 

<r1Jµ.ew. is placed in the mouth of Jesus by Jn. 
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T~V {3pw<Ttv T~V p,evov<Tav d, ,w~v aiwvwv, ~v o Yio, TOV av0pw1rov 
vp,'iv OW<TEt. TOVTOV yap O ITa,-~p £<J"cpp&.yi<TEV O @«k 28. EiTrOV otv 

27. '1py<it£a8£ 11-'IJ TTJV ~pwaw T'IJV o.'ll'o">.J,uµlv'lv, "work not 
for the food which perishes," as even the manna did (Ex. 
1620), but for the spiritual food which endures. The exhorta
tion recalls the rebuke of Isa. 552, "Wherefore do ye spend 
money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not ? " Cf. Ignatius (Rom. 7) ovx .;,oop,ai 
rpoc/>ii cp0opa,, words, perhaps, suggested by the present passage. 

For ~pwaLc;, ~pwµa., see on 432• ~ om. ,-~v {3pw<riv before 
T~v p,ivov<rav, but the sense is not affected. , 

'ITJV µlvouaa.v. It is the abiding and permanent property 
of the spiritual food upon which stress is laid throughout the 
discourse; cf. vv. 35, 50, 54, 58. 

de; tw'IJV alwvLov. For this phrase, see on 414 and cf. 315• 

o uloc; rou cl.v8pw11'ou. It is the Son of Man, and He alone, 
such is His uniqueness and mystery, who can give that spiritual 
food which endures " unto eternal life "; cf. v. 53. See 
Introd., p. cxxx. 

uµ'i:v 8wa£L is the reading of the rec. text, with ABLWrA@; 
but ~D have Uowcnv vp,'iv. The future is to be preferred; 
cf. the parallel Ow<TW avT<p in 414' and lyw OW<TW in V. 5 I. His 
giving of " life " is spoken of in the present tense (v. 33; cf. 
1028), but the giving of the spiritual food, which was His Flesh, 
with a view to the imparting of that eternal life, was still in 
the future. See further on v. 51b. , 

,-oG,-ov y<ip KTA. This is the ultimate explanation of the 
power vested in the Son (cf. 317) of imparting life: "Him 
did the Father seal " (see on 519). Cf. 520 o yap 1rar~p cpiA,'i 
TOV viov KTA.' and also 537 0 . . . 7ra,-~p . . . p,•p,aprvpYJKEV 7rEpt £/J,OV, 

For the frequency of the designation in Jn. of God as 
o 1rar~p, see on 421 ; here, at the end of the sentence, o 8£oc; is 
added, apparently for emphasis, the reference to o 1raT~P being 
unmistakable without it (cf. vv. 37, 44-46, 57, 65). 

lluclipayLa£v occurs in Jn. elsewhere only at 333, where it is 
used of an attestation by man, its usual meaning. The idea 
of a "sealing" by God is rare in the N.T., occurring again 
only in 2 Cor. 1 22, Eph. 113 430 ; and in each of these places 
there is an allusion, direct or implied, to the baptism of Christian 
converts. Here the aorist marks a Divine act at a particular 
moment of time, and the reference seems to be to the Baptism 
of Jesus and the Descent of the Spirit upon Him, which was 
interpreted by the Baptist as the Divine attestation of His 
mission (1 321·). But cf. 537• 

The description of baptism as a seal became common in 



t92 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [VI. 27-29. 

1rpa, aliToV Tl 1roiwµEv iva lpya(wµE0a Td. lpya TOV ®EOU; 29. ,hE
Kp{0YJ 'IYJ<TOV'> Kat EL7rEV aliro'i, TouTo E<TTW TO lpyov TOV ®rnu, iva 
7rl<TTfl11JTE Eis- iv &.1rEcrTiiA.Ev £K£Lvo~. 30. Elrov o~v o.tir<y Tl o-~v 

Christian literature at an early date; cf. Hermas, Sim. ix. 16, 
and 2 Clem. 8. In the Odes of Solomon the " sealing " by 
God is explicit! y mentioned: " On their faces I set my seal " 
(Ode viii. 16; cf. also iv. 8). 

28. El'll"ov oov ,rpos aihov. For the constr. here and at 
v. 34, see on 2 3• 

'll"OLWJJ,EV (MABLNTra) is the true reading, not 1rowvµev of 
the rec. text. ®W fam. 13 have 1ro<'YJ<Twµm 

TL ,roLWJJ.EV; " What shall we do ? " The question is not 
mere carping. They understand that they must please God, if 
they are to have the food which endures unto eternal life; and 
they ask quite naturally, " What then are we to do ? What 
does God require of us? " (cf. Lk. 310). 

i'.va epyatWJJ.E8a TO. epya TOU 8Eou, i.e. the works which God 
desires of men (cf. 1 Cor. 1558). Cf. -ra lpya Kvptov (Jer. 
3110, LXX). The phrase in Num. 811 lpya(e<TBa, -ra •PY" 
Kvpfov is no true parallel ; and the <pya Tau 0eov of Jn. 93 

denote the works which God Himself does. 
To their question, Jesus replies that works are the issue 

of the life of faith, that faith in Him is the condition of doing 
Td. lpya TOV 0Eov. 

29. The answer of Jesus contains, in small compass, the 
gist of the Pauline teaching about faith. 

Jesus will not allow the Jewish inquirers to begin by speakng 
of working the works of God. They must get away from the 
legalism which counted up good works as meriting from God 
the recompense of eternal life. There is one •pyov Tau 0Eou 
which must precede all others, because it alone places the man 
in his true relation with God, viz. faith in Christ. 

The f3pwµa, or spiritual food, of the Incarnate Christ Himself 
was to do God's will and accomplish His work (434, where see 
note); but man cannot do this without sharing in the humanity 
of Christ which He imparts to those who have faith in Him 
(v. 51). Here is the f3pw<Ti, which He gives, and which endures 
e1, (w~v aiwvwv (v. 47). This mystical doctrine of union 
with Christ is the core of the Fourth Gospel; see, for earlier 
statements of it, J15• 36 and the notes there. 

The question and its answer are like the question of the 
jailor at Philippi and the answer of Paul and Silas: Ti µe DE'i 
7rOlELV iva <TWBw; ••• 1r{<TTEV<TOV brt TOIi Kvpwv 'l17<Tovv Kai 
vw04<Tf/ (Acts 1630• 

31
). 

'll"LCTTEJIJTE (~ABLNT®) is the true reading; the rec. text 
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'lTOtEt, (TI) CT'Y}/J.ELOV, i'.va illwµ.ev Ka[ 'lTtCTT£V<rwµ.l.v CTOt; TL epyatn ; 

with DW has 'lTtCTTevcrrin, but this does not convey the teaching 
of Jn. about faith. ,va mcrnv<r7JTE points to a definite act of 
faith at a particular moment (cf. 1319); but this does not 
suffice. TO epyov TOU 8eou is ,va 'll"HTTEU'l)TE, " that you may 
have faith continually," that you may live the life of faith. An 
act of faith in Christ at a definite crisis is a good thing, but a 
better (and a harder) thing is to keep in perpetual contact with 
Christ, and nothing less than this is what is needed ei, Cw~v 
alwvwv (see above on 336, and cf. 157). 

Sv d.,rluTet>.ev. See for this frequent phrase on 317• 

tKeLvos, i.e. God, is placed at the end of the sentence for 
emphasis. See on 18 for Jn.'s use of eKe.:1,0,. 

30. T( oov ,roteis uo CT'IJfl-ELov; A similar demand made by 
the Pharisees for a " sign from heaven " is placed in Mk. 811 

(so Mt. 161 ; cf. Mt. 1238) as following on the Feeding of the 
Four Thousand. There, as here, Jesus is represented as having 
declined (and with indignation) the request. Lk. does not 
tell the story of this second miraculous feeding, and he puts 
the request for a sign in a different context (u16 ; cf. also 238). 

Like the Pharisees in Mk. 811, the interlocutors in the 
J ohannine story were not convinced that by the miraculous 
feeding Jesus had established His claim to be a messenger 
from God. Some, at least, of those who had seen it said that 
He was the expected prophet, and were for making Him a 
king (vv. 14, 15). But by the next. day all were not so fully 
persuaded. If Jesus were really a Divine messenger, they 
expected something more. They were not satisfied as to the 
character of the action which had been acclaimed by them as a 
CT'YJ/J.Etov (v. 14). So, like the Jews in 218, who had asked 
Tt crwu.:Ov SeiKv~n. ~p,tv; they now ask Tl ,rotEt, crv CT'YJP,Etov; the 
emphatic word here being crv, " What sign do you show ? " 

'lva i'.Swfl-ev Kal mCTTeuCTwfJ,lv uot. They did not understand 
what He had meant by " believing in Him " (v. 29), for 
they take up the words in the altered form " believe thee.'' 
They imply that if they saw a really convincing sign, something 
greater than anything they had witnessed yet (vv. 2, 14, 26), 
they would believe Him, that is, believe His words (cf. 831). 

But this is not what Jesus claimed of them. To believe His 
words would be, no doubt, the beginning of discipleship, and 
of faith in His Person (see on v. 29); but it would not be enough 
fli tw'¥Jv alWviov. 

Tl lpyutn; They think that Jesus has been referring to 
manna, and they ask Him to provide it (see Introd., p. cxi). 
ipya.(n refers back to vv. 28, 29. 
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31. oi 7raTep•s ~µwv TO µavva ecf,ayov EV Tfj ep~µ'l!, Ka0ws E<TTLV 

y•ypaµµlvov¥ApTOV EK TOU oOpavou e8wKEV aOTO~S cj,ay,iv. 32. ,l1r,v 

31. To appreciate the significance of this allusion to the 
manna, it must be borne in mind that there was a general 
belief, more or less explicit, that Messiah when He came would 
outdo Moses, the great national hero of Israel, in the wonders 
which he would accomplish. Thus there was a Rabbinical 
saying: "The former redeemer caused manna to descend for 
them; in like manner shall our latter redeemer cause manna 
to come down, as it is written, ' There shall be a handful of 
corn in the earth ' (Ps. 7216)." 1 Accordingly the questioners 
of Jesus are here represented as telling Him that something 
more wonderful than the miracle of the loaves was expected 
of one who claimed to be the Messiah (cf. vv. 14, 27). We 
have here a reminiscence of an objection to Jesus which is 
historical: '' The key to the understanding of the whole situa
tion is an acquaintance with the national expectation of the 
greater Moses. But this knowledge is not obtruded upon us 
by the evangelist. It is tacitly assumed. In fact, the meaning 
is unintelligible, except to one who is brought up among the 
ideas of his time, or to one who, like a modern critic, has made 
them his special study." 2 

ot 11'an€p•s ~µ.wv KT>... As Chrysostom notes, this corre
sponds to the reference made by the Samaritan woman to " our 
father Jacob" (412 ; see Introd., p. cxi, for the schematism 
of the present discourse). 

The provision of the manna (Ex. 1615, Num. 117 216, Deut. 
83, Wisd. 1620, 2 Esd. 119) was counted by the Jews as the 
greatest achievement of Moses. Josephus says of the manna 
0iiov ~v TO {3pwµa Kal 1rapa8o~ov (Anti. III. i. 6). 

Ka8ws tlcmv y•ypaµ.µ.lvov. This is the usual form of citation 
in Jn. (see on 2 17). 

apTOV tlK TOU oOpavou E8WKEV mhois cj,ayELV (from Ex. 1615 

freely quoted; but cf. Ps. 7824, N eh. 915). Their appeal is: 
'' What Moses gave us was bread from heaven; can you do the 
same ? " The loaves with which the multitudes had been 
fed were not EK Tov ovpavov, but the ordinary barley loaves 
(v. 9) with which all were familiar. 

32. Jesus corrects a twofold misapprehens10n on the part 
of His questioners. First, it was not Moses who was the 
giver of the manna, but God, whose instrument he was; and, 
secondly, the manna, while it was in a sense '' bread from 

1 Mid,ash Koheleth, p. 73, quoted by Lightfoot, Ho,. Heb,., 
in loc. 

2 J. B. Lightfoot, Biblical Essays, p. 152; cf. p. 25. 
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oiv ai>'TOt, o 'l'l'J<TOVS 'Ap.,~v 6.p.,~v M.yw vµ.'iv, oil Mwiiu~. e8wKEV vp.,tv 
'TOI! rtp'TOV f.K 'TOV oi>pavov, .l.A.\.' o Ila'T~p µ.ov 8{8wuiv vp.,'iv 'TOV ap'TOV 
EK 'TOV oi>pavov 'TOV 6.A'1']0tv6v· 3 3· o yap 11.p'To, 'TOV ®wv E<TTtV o 
KaTa/3alvw11 EK 'TOV oi>pavov Kat {w~v 8i8ov, T<e K6uµ.rp. 34. E!7TOV 

heaven," was not the true Bread of God. This momentous 
saying is introduced by the solemn dp.~v &.p.~v (see on 151). 

The objectors had not named Moses, but Jesus knew what 
was in their minds, and that they were disparaging Him in 
comparison with Moses. 

e8wKEV (BDLW) is the true reading, rather than oe8wKEV of 
the rec. text (~ATr6.@). The aor. points to a definite his-
torical date in the past. ' 

ou Mwiia~s e'8wKev tlp.i:v Tov apTov EK T. ou., '' Moses did not 
give you that (Tov) bread from heaven"; what had been given 
to their fathers might be spoken of as given to them who 
were the heirs and descendants of the ancient race that came 
out of Egypt. The manna of old was in a true sense the gift of 
God; that is not questioned in the reply of Jesus: what He 
questions is that it was given by Moses. 

a>->-' o 1Ta~p p.ou. For this significant phrase, see 
on 216, 

8l8waiv op.i:v. "Gives," not "gave." The Divine gift now 
to be revealed is continuously offered. 

TOV cipTOV EK TOU oupavou TOV llA.'1]8tVov, " the genuine Bread 
from heaven"; see on 19 for J..\.'l'/0iv6,, and note its use in the 
dialogue with the Samaritan womap. at 423• It seems to be 
implied, although not directly expressed yet, that the genuine 
heavenly Bread must be such as will nourish the heavenly 
life, the life of" the kingdom of heaven." 

33. o yo.p iipTos Toil 8eou.1 All bread is the gift of God 
(Mt. 611), but the Bread which can be described as peculiarly 
o apro, Tov fi£ov is not only such as " comes down from 
heaven," for that was said of the manna (KaTe/3aiv£v, Num. 
119), but such as coming down imparts life and not merely 
bodily nourishment. Chrysostom notes that the manna 
supplied Tpocp~ but not {w~. But the first characteristic of 
the Bread of God is that it brings life (see on v. 27). And the 
second is that it is offered to all men, and not only to a particular 
nation; tw~v 8i8ous, " giving life" (in the present tense, that 
is, continually giving life) T<t> Koa11<:>• See on 129 for K6uµ.o,, 
which is one of the master words of Jn.; and also on v. 51 
below. Cf. 14 . 

o yo.p cipT. T. 8e. eanv o KaTa/3alvwv EK TOU oupavou, i.e. " the 
Bread of God is that which is ever descending [not He who 

1 The phrase occurs Ignatius, ad Rom. vii. ; cf. vv. 51, 53. 
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descends] from heaven." It is not until v. 35 that Jesus 
says that He is the Bread of Life. This expression, '' who 
came down from heaven," or "which comes down from 
heaven," is repeated seven times in this discourse (vv. 33, 38, 
41, 42, 50, 51, 58), recurring like a solfmn refrain. It was 
afterwards incorporated in the Nicene Creed. See on 313 

above. 
34. The idea that the manna typified heavenly bread for 

the soul often appears in the Jewish commentaries. Wetstein 
quotes several passages in illustration, e.g. " sectio haec de 
manna est una ex praestantibus sectionibus legis quae non 
solum res gestas historice narrant, sed et typum contz'nent uitae 
ac felicitatis hominis ultimae et aeternae." 1 Again, the 
comment in Bereshith R. lxxxii. 9 on the good man of Prov. 122 

is " saturabitur pane saeculi futuri." 
The same conception of heavenly bread for the soul is 

frequent in Philo. Wisdom offers ovpavw, Tpocp~ by means 
of Aoyot and o6yµarn (de opif. mundi, § 56). The 0e'io, ,\oyo, 
divides equally among all men the heavenly food of the soul 
which Moses calls manna (Quis rer. div. hcer. § 39). So in 
an earlier passage (§ 15) Philo speaks of the man who con
templates TO µavva, TOV 0e'iov Aoyov, T~V ovpavwv tpV)(Y/S cptAo0eaµ,ovo,;; 
acp0aprnv Tpocp~v. Again, the 0e'iot Aoyot are the manna, the 
heavenly food, which nourishes men (de congr. erud. gr. § 30). 
What nourishes the soul is p~µa 0eov Kat Aoyos 0e'io,;;, from 
which flow all kinds of wisdom (de prof. 25). Cf. also the 
question and answer in Legg. all. iii. 59 opfjs T~, tftvx,j, Tpocp~v 
oia £(TTL Aoyo,;; 0eov CTVVEX~-- See further on v. 35· 

More familiar than any of these passages is I Cor. 103, 

where Paul, allegorising the story of the manna, describes it as 
(Jpwµa 7f'VEVfJ,aTlKOv, "spiritual food." 

The questioners who are represented by Jn. as arguing 
about the manna were probably acquainted with this idea of it 
as a type of heavenly food for the soul. So when Jesus says 
that the true Bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life, they do not cavil at such a thought. 
Indeed, they welcome it. This was what they were waiting 
for. Moses had given manna. The Messiah was to give a 
greater gift (see above on v. 31). So their answer is, " Give 
us evermore this bread." Here, again, Jn. faithfully reproduces 
the theological temper and expectation of the times which he 
describes. The Jews would not have stumbled at the idea of 
spiritual food, of heavenly bread, as typified by the manna, and 
Jn. does not represent them as finding any fault with it. Their 
objection comes later (v. 41, where see note). 

1 Wetstein gives the reference" Isaacus Arama in Akodas Jizhac." 
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oiv 1rpo<; a-&rov Kvpte, 7rd.VTOTE /lo, ~p,'iv TOV apTOV TOVTOV, 35. ei1rev 
a-{iTot<; o 'lYJUOV<; 'Eyw elp,t o apTO<; T~<; ,w~,· o lpxop,evo<; 1rpo<; €fJ,E 

el'll'ov o3v 11'po,; auTov. The constr. is the same at v. 28. 
See on 2 8• 

KUpte. They now address Jesus by this title of respect ; 
see on 1 38, and cf. 411• 15• 19 for its use by the woman of Samaria, 
who says /lo, p,oi (415), just as the inquirers here say /lo,; ~p,'iv. 
See above on 626ff. 

'll'«vToTe So,; ~11i:v, " give us always" (1r&.VT0Te occurs again 
in Jn. 76 829 1142 128 1820). They asked that they might be 
guaranteed a perpetual supply of the heavenly bread. · More 
modest is the form of the petition for bread, earthly or heavenly, 
prescribed in Mt. 611 TOV apTOV ~p,wv TOV brwvuwv OO'i ~p,,v 
<T'YJp,epov. It is only for to-day's supply that Jesus teaches men 
to ask. 

Tov o.pTov TouTov, "this bread," superior to the manna, of 
which Jesus had spoken. 

85. At this point Jesus passes on to an explicit announce
ment of His personal claims, and the pronouns '' I " and '' Me " 
occur frequently, vv. 37-71. As we have seen, His hearers 
were prepared for the idea of heavenly bread, but they were 
quite unprepared for such a mystical saying as " I am the 
Bread of Life," or for the tremendous claim which it involved. 
A pronouncement of this sort did not carry conviction to them; 
for they were looking for a " sign " comparable to the provision 
of the manna, but even more wonderful, as would befit the 
dignity of the Deliverer who was to be greater than Moses. 

et'll'ev a,hoi:i; & '111. The rec. (with Aa) adds Ill, while 
NDr® and/am. 13 add oiv after e!1rev. But there is no copula 
in BLTW, and this is in agreement with Jn.'s partiality to 
asyndeton construction. 

lyw et,...t & o.pTo<; TTJ'> tw,j,;. For the great Similitudes of the 
Fourth Gospel, of which this is the first, and for the signi
ficance of the opening phrase lyw elp,i, see Introd., p. cxviii. 

It has been thought by some critics that this majestic 
sentence (repeated v. 48) is directly due, as regards its substance, 
although not as regards its form, to the influence of Philo. 
In several passages to which reference has been made already 
(see on v. 34), Philo says that the manna typified heavenly 
food. This, as we have seen, is not peculiar to Philo; but the 
Rabbinical writings do not seem to provide a parallel to the 
comparison of manna to the 0e'ioi; .\oyo,, which Philo has 
more than once. That Jn.'s phraseology, here as elsewhere, 
may have been affected by his acquaintance with the terms of 
the Philonic philosophy is not impossible. There is, indeed, 

I 
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nothing difficult of credence in Jn.'s report that Jesus taught 
that He was Himself the Bread of Life, such teaching being 
not only congruous with the Synoptic representation of His 
words at the institution of the Eucharist (Mk. 1422, Mt. 2626, 
Lk. 2219), but being specially apposite in the context in which 
Jn. has placed it (see above on v. 26 f.). But, for all that, 
when reporting the claim of Jesus to be the Bread of Life, 
Jn. may have had in his mind Philo's words about the 0£toc; 
Aoyo, as the heavenly nourishment of the soul (Quis rer. div. 
hcer. § 15). Jn's conception of the Logos as a Person, Himself 
God Incarnate, is so widely different from Philo's conception 
of the ,\oyoi as representing Divine forces, and the Aoyo~ as the 
Divine Reason, that similarities of language between the 
two writers do not establish dependence of thought, or any 
borrowing of ideas from Philo on the part of Jn.1 

The " Bread of Life " means primarily, the Bread which 
gives life, as we see from v. 33. But for this phrase is sub
stituted in v. 51 o a.pro, o (wv, the "living Bread," i.e. the 
Bread that has life in itself. This second, larger meaning is 
virtually involved in the first, for life can only proceed from 
life, omne uiuum ex uiuo; and so that which gives life must 
itself be" living.'' See on 1526 • 

There is the same double sense in the similar phrase '' the 
water of life" (Rev. 216 221), sc. the water which gives life, 
and is therefore " living water" (see on 410). Cf. the ex
pressions the " Light of life " in 812, where see the note; the 
"Tree of life" (Gen. 322, Rev. 2 7, etc.); and the "Word of 
life" (1 Jn. 11), i.e. the Word who gives life. Cf. v. 68. 

& ipxop.EVos irpos ip.E Kr>.. " Coming " and " believing" are 
put side by side here and at 737• 38• The " coming " is the 
initial act of the soul in its approach to Jesus; the " believing " 
is the continuous resting in His fellowship (see on v. 29). As 
Jn. has much about "believing," so he has much about 
"coming," and reports many sayings of Jesus about its bene
diction. Inquirers "come" to Jesus (326 430 1041); all candid 
and truthful souls come to the Light (321); e.g. Nathanael (148), 

or the two disciples whose call is the first recorded by Jn. (1 39). 
The first reward of '' coming " is vz'sion, •PXHr0, Kat ot/;HrlJ£ 
(139); the second (and ultimate) reward is life (s4°). All are 
welcome, Ea,y TL, ouf!if., epxfo·0w 1rpoc; µ£ (737). He who comes 
will not be cast out (637). To approach God a man must come 
to Jesus, ol!0£1<; •PX£Tat 1rpoc; TOY 1raripa £1 µ~ oi' lµov (146). 

This is the Only Way. And yet, free as is this approach, no one 
can come to Jesus, except the Father draw him (644 • 65). This 
teaching is fuller than that of the Synoptic Gospels, but in 

1 Cf. Jntrod., pp. xciii, ex!. 
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OU P,7/ 1mvcf.cry, Kat O 71"UTTEVWV el~ lp,e OU P,7/ Suf;~CTEt 71"6:nrOTE. 

36. dAA' el1l'OV vp,'iv OTt KaL '1 OJpd.KaTE Kat OU 7r'tCTTEl!ETE, 3 7. IT av 8 

germ it is all contained in Mt. 11 28 SevTE 1rpo, p,E •• , Kil.yw 
&va1!'uvuw vp,/i.,. This is the Matth~an counterpart of the 
utterance before us in this verse, '' He that cometh to me shall 
never hunger "; the desire of the soul will be satisfied. 

o& p.'1] 'll'Etvnan. 1mviiv does not occur again in Jn. 
Ka.l o 'll'LO'TEowv de; ip.l, " he who believes on me " (see on 

v. 29 and on 112 above). This is the Epyov -rov 0rnv spoken of 
in v. 29. 

o& p.~ 8tl!,~o-Et. So ~AB*DW®; the rec. has SuHuv, The 
promise is the same as that given to the woman of Samaria 
i~ O' llv 7r{YJ £K ToV 'VhaTO'i cV €yW DWCTw uVT~, oV µ~ Otl/;~crEt ei'i T0v 
olwva (414, where see the note and esp. the quotation from 
Ecclus. 24 21 ; cf. Rev. 716). 

'll'W'll'OTE. See on 118• 

36. The rec. text, with BDLWr~®, adds p,e after tlwpctKaTE, 
but om. ~A a b e q, Syr. cu. and Syr. sin. It is probable 
that ,,_, ought to be omitted. The words '' I said to you that 
ye saw and do not believe" then clearly refer back to v. 26, 
where Jesus had said, "Ye seek me not because ye saw signs, 
but because ye ate of the loaves, etc." Seeing is not always 
believing (cf. 937). The kind of faith that is generated by the 
seeing of signs is not the highest (see on 2 11), but it is not 
without its value (cf. 1411). The best kind of all has the bene
diction, " Blessed are they that hav,e not seen and yet have 
believed" (2029); cf. 0 71"tCTTEVWV lxei (WTJV alw,,wv (v. 47). 

On the other hand, if Jwpcf.Ka-rl p,e is the true reading, we 
must suppose that Jesus is represented as alluding to some 
saying of His which has not been recorded by Jn. This is not 
impossible; see, for other instances, 1025 1140 . 

37. The questioners of Jesus did not believe or accept 
Him, but that rejection of theirs does not alter the Divine 
purpose, which is that all who will shall have eternal life. 
Upon this Jesus rests, despite incredulity on the part of some 
who heard Him. "All that the Father gives to me shall come 
to me ": that is enough, for He came to do the Father's will, 
and the Father knows best as to those whom He gives. For 
the predestinarian doctrine of the Fourth Gospel, see on 24 J14• 

For the thought that His disciples are " given " to the 
Son by the Father, cf. vv. 39, 65, and 1029 172• 6- 9 - 12• 24 189

• 

See note on J35
• 

'll'a.v, sc. all men. This collective use of the neut. sing. is not 
unknown in classical Greek. Jn. has it several times (172• 24, 

1 Jn. 54, as well as at v. 39 and here), and always of the sum of 
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8t8wa-{v µ.oi b ITaT~P 1rpo, lµ.£ '>]~£L, Kal TOV lpx_6µ.£VOV 1rp6s µ£ ofl µ~ 
lK/3&.Aw Efw, 38. O'TL KaTaf3E/37JKa &1ro TOV ol!pavov oflx iva 1r0LW TO 
0l>..']µa TO lµov aUa TO 0EA.7Jµ.a TOV 1rlµif;avT6, µ£. 39· TOV'TO 8, 
la-nv TO 0l>,7Jµ.a TOV 1rlµif;an6, µ£, iva 1rav 8 8e8wKEV µ.oi µ~ &1roA£<TW 

those who have been " begotten of God " and " given " by 
the Father to the Son. The ideal for those who believe in 
Christ is iva 1ravT£, ~v GJa-iv (1721), " that they all may be one," 
and it is possible that this great conception may be behind the 
use of 1rav for 1ravT£, here and in 172• 

b 1ra.nip. See on 317• 

Tov ipx6p,Evov 1rp6s p,E. See for this phrase on v. 35 
above. 

T. ipx. 1rp6c; /J,E oG ,,.~ f.K{3a>..w etw, " I shall not cast out "; 
a litotes for " I shall welcome." The " casting out " indicated 
is from the kingdom of God, hereafter as well as here; in v. 39, 
the reference is to the Last J udgment, and this is implied here 
also. Cf. 1231, where the judgment on Satan is l.K/3A.7J0~a-£Tai 
l~w, the same phrase as here ( cf. 1 712); and see for lK{3aAA£iv in 
similar contexts Mt. 812 2213 2530. 

~*D om. e~w as redundant, but it is well supported 
(~

0ABLW@), and the combination tK{3aAA£LV .~w or £K occun: 
again 215 934• 35 1231 ; cf. Mt. 2139, Mk. 128, Lk. 2015, etc. 

ol! µ~ expresses a very strong negation, " I will surely not 
cast out." This constr. occurs elsewhere in words of Jesus, 
Mk. 1425, and Jn. 1811, otJ µ~ 1r[w, it being generally taken as 
interrogative in the latter passage, where see note. 

38. KO.Ta.{3«!{371Ka. 011'0 TOU oGpa.vou. So ABL TW@ fam. 13; 
but KaTa/3ef37JKa tK TOV ol!pavov is read by ~DI'.:i, and may 
be right. The phrase KaTa(3atv£LV l.K Tov ol!pavov is found 
again (of Christ) at 313 633• 41 • 42• 50• 51• 58 ; see also Rev. J12 

101 1J13 1621 181 201• 9 21 2• 10 and Jn. 132 ; whereas KaTa(3a{i,£Lv 
&1r' ol!pavov only occurs at I Thess. 416 of the Second Advent. 
In any case the meaning is the same, for it is an excess of 
refinement to distinguish in Jn. between the force of a1r6 and 
of lK. See on 144. 

oGx iva. ,rou;, TO e.r>..71p,a. ro ip,6v KTA. This is said also at 
530, ol! (']TW TO fNA7Jµa TO lµov aAAa TO 0f.A7Jµa TOV 1rl.µ.if;a.vT6, µ£. 
See notes on 4 34 and 530. 

The argument is: " Every one whom the Father gives to 
me comes to me, and I will not reject him (v.37), because (oT,) 
I came from heaven to do my Father's will (v. 38), and His 
will is that none should perish of those whom He has given 
me " (v. 39). 

39. After Tou '11'EfJ-lj,a.VT6c; /J-E, the rec. adds 1raTp6, (from 
v. 40), but om. 7!"aTpos ~*ABCW. 
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u avTov, &Ua &vauT~<TW a&o Tjj £<TXO.T'[J -qp.ipq.. 40. TOVTO yap 
£<TTLV TO 8i>..:YJp.a TOV ITaTp6s p.ov, iva 1riis o 8ewpwv TOV Yiov Kal 
7rtOTE'Vwv £l~ aVTOv lxv Cw~v alWvtov, Kai. &.va<TT~CTW a'UrOv f.yW f.v rfj 
luxo.T'[J -qp.lpq.. 

~ADN insert lv before Tyj lax1hn YJp.ln, but om. BCLT® 
(cf. v. 54). W has avTOV Tjj £<TXO.TrJ. 

For the broken construction of the sentence, a casus pendens 
(1riiv 8 KTA.) followed by a pronoun, see on 112• This is frequent 
in Jn. 

11"0.V 6 8i8wKEV fJ.OL refers to 1riiv 8 o{owu!v p.ot of V. 37. That 
none of them should perish finally is the will of the Father, and 
they are all therefore in the safe keeping of Christ. This is 
repeated in son:i-ewhat similar words at 1028• 29 ; and there is a 
close parallel at Mt. 1814 ouK eunv 8iA'YJp,a lp.1rpou8El' Tov 1raTpo~ 
vp,wv • . . Zva &1roA'YJTal iv TWV p.tKpwv TOVTWV. Cf. also I 712 

(189), where the exception of Judas is mentioned. 
dvaaT~aw aiho Tyj eax1hn YJp.lpa. " Hie finis est, ultra quern 

periculum nullum " (Bengel). This great assurance is repeated 
four times, in vv. 39, 40, 44, 54, and recurs with the majesty of 
a solemn refrain (see on 316 and on 1511). The expression -q 
luxo.T'YJ ~p.ipa is found in Jn. only. In 737 it is used of the last 
day of the Feast of Tabernacles; but at II 24 1248 it refers, as 
it does in this chapter, to the Day of Judgment.1 For the 
Christ, the Son of God, as the Agent of the Resurrection, see 
on 521• 28. It is He that will quicken the dead at last. Cf. 
1 Cor. 1522• 

Here it is only the resurrection of the righteous that is in 
view, whereas at 528 a general resurrection of the dead is spoken 
of as brought about by the Voice of the Son of God. 

40. AI'a have Tov '1TE/J-tf,avTos p.e (from v. 39) for Tou ,raTpo,;; 
p.ou, which is read by ttBCDLTNW®. There is, again, as 
in vv. 39, 54, a variant for_ lv Tyj fox. YIP.•, w being om. by 
BCTra@W, although found m l:(ADLN. 

TouTo yap KT>..., " This, too, is my Father's will ": v. 40 
amplifies and repeats with emphasis what has been already 
said in v. 39. The rec. has ToilTo oi. 

For " my Father," cf. v. 32, and see on 2 16• 

1ro.s o 8ewpwv TOv utov, " who beholdeth the Son," sc. not 
with the bodily eyes, but with the eye of faith perceives Him 
for what He is. Cf. 1245 0 8,wpwv EfJ-E 8ewpe'i TOV 1rlp.tftavTa fJ-E. 
See on 2 23 for Jn.'s use of 8ewpw, and on J17 for o vi6s 
used absolutely. It is the Father's will that " he who be
holdeth the Son and believeth on Him should have eternal 
life " ; cf. 315• 36 and the notes thereon. This (w~ alwvws 

1 Cf. lntrod., pp. c·x. c·xii. 
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41. 'Eyoyyv,ov oiv o[ 'IovSatOL 7rEpt avrov OTL e!-rrev 'Eyw dµ,i b 
Jpro,;; l, Karaf3as f.K TOV otJpavov, 42. Kat V,eyov Otx o~r6,;; f.CTTIV 

begins in the present world, but its possession continues after 
death. 

avaCTT~<TW mhov eyw KTA., " I, even I (iyw is emphatic) will 
raise Him up at the Last Day." This is repeated in another 
form at v. 54. Cf. Introd., p. clxvii. 

The second part of the Discourse (vv. 41-51a) 

41. A new stage in the argument is reached at v. 41, but 
it is not suggested that new interlocutors have appeared on the 
scene. The questioners are called (here and at v. 52) ol 
'lovSa,o,, and it has been thought by some that they were 
officials of the synagogue at Capernaum, where Jn. represents 
the conversation as taking place (v. 59), or emissaries of the 
Sanhedrim, who had been sent to inquire into the discourses 
and the acts of Jesus (cf. Mk. i). But the context shows that 
Jn. thinks of them as Galil::eans (cf. vv. 24, 42). They were 
not o, 'IouSa,o, in the sense that they were inhabitants of 
J ud::ea, but they were " Jews " by religious conviction and by 
race in the larger sense of " Israelite." It was "Jews" like 
them who were the chief opponents of Jesus, and Jn. nearly 
always uses the term as connoting a certain hostility to J "SUS 

and unbelief in His claims. See above on 1 19• Hostility, 
however, is not yet suggested. For this section of the Discourse, 
see Introd., pp. cxi, clxvii. 

eyoyyutov, "they were murmuring," sc. in critical mood, 
as at vv. 43, 61 (cf. Ex. 167f·); neither at 732 nor here does 
yoyyv,,,., carry any implication of open hostility. The word 
does not occur in Mk., but is found Mt. 2011 , Lk. 530• 

The difficulty of the questioners was caused by the claims 
involved in iyw dµ,, b apTO', b Karaf3a,;; f.K 'TOV ovpavov (cf. 
vv. 33, 35). The idea of heavenly bread might have been 
accepted (see above on v. 34); but these words of Jesus seemed 
to imply that He was not like ordinary men in the manner of 
His birth, in that He had '' come down from heaven " (see 
on 313). 

No distinction can be drawn between eK Tou oopavou here 
(also vv. 51, 58) and a1ro Tov ovpavov in v. 38, where see note. 

42. Kal e>.eyov KTA., " And they were saying, Is not this 
person (oDro,, perhaps with a slight suggestion of disparage
ment, as at v. 52, 715) Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know?" It is plain (see on v. 41) that Jn. 
conceives of the speakers as natives of Galilee, and acquainted 
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'l7JCTOV, 0 ulo, 'fo,CT1</>, ov ~p,Et, oi'.oaµ,ev TOV -rraTipa KOt T~V P,'l']T£pa; 
-rrw, vvv >..iyEL on 'EK TOV ovpavov KOT0/3E/37JKO; 43· d7rEKpL0'l'J 'l'l'JCTOV, 
KOt eT-rrev OlJTOt, M~ yoyyu(ETE JJ.ET. dAA~Awv. 44• OVOELS llvvaTaL 
iMNiv -rrp6, P,£ lav µ,~ o IlaT~P o -rriµ,fa, P,E (AKUCT'[/ a&6v, Kdyw 

with the household at Nazareth. The Synoptists (Mk. 63, 

Mt. 1355, Lk. 422) mention a similar criticism (the words in 
Lk. are ovxl. v16, iCTnv '!wCT~</> oVTo, ;) as having been passed 
on Jesus in the synagogue at Nazareth at an earlier point 
in His ministry. The criticism was probably made more 
than once, and it is natural in the context where Jn. places it. 
But it is possible that he has taken the episode out of its historical 
setting; as in 444 (where see note) he has introduced the proverb 
about a prophet being without honour in his own country, 
which the Synoptists place in sequence to the criticism, " Is 
not this the son of Mary ? Is not this the son of Joseph ? " 

As at 145 (where see note), Jn. does not stay to comment 
on the mistake which is involved in the question, "Is not this 
Joseph's son?" It is unnecessary for him to explain to 
Christian readers that this was not so. There is nothing in the 
form of the question to suggest that Joseph was alive, and the 
probability is that he had died before the public ministry of 
Jesus began (see on 2 1). 

'll'w,; vuv >..lyeL KT>... For vvv, the rec. text (with ~ADLI'AN) 
has o~v, but vvv is read by BCTW@, and has a special force, 
" How does he say now that, etc.," sc. to us who have known 
him from a child. ovro, is inserted again after >..lyEL by 
~AI'A, but is redundant. iln, recitantis, the words following 
being a citation. 

iK Toil o&pavou KaTa~E~1JKa, the order of the words being 
changed, EK Tov ovpavov being placed first for emphasis, 
This was the incredible thing, that it was from heaven He 
claimed to have come down. 

43. Jesus does not answer the objection as to His parentage 
being known. As at 33, He proceeds to point out a funda
mental misunderstanding on the part of His interlocutors. 
They must be " taught of God " before they can accept His 
heavenly origin. 

For the construction d:rrEKp[81J 'l11uou,; Kal et'll'ev, see on 
150• The rec. adds ovv after a-rreKp. with ~ADNWI'A®, but 
om. BCLT. So, too, the rec. prefixes the def. art. o before 
'l'l'JCTov, with ADNW®, but om. ~BLT. See on 129 above. 

f-L~ yoyyuten: f-LEr' d.>..>..~>..wv. They will not reach a true 
understanding by whispering to each other. They must seek 
enlightenment from God. 

44. ov8els iuvQ,TQ,L ,Me"iv irp6s f-LE , o;v f-L~ o 'll'aT~P • , . 
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dVaUT1JITW avTOV lv Tfj luxa.rr, ~µ,l.pq.. 45· EITTLV yeypaµ,µ,lvav lv 
To'i, -rrpocf,~Tat<; Kal E<TOVTaL 'll"UVTES 8,8aKTOl 0eou· -rrac; o dKOVITa<; 

l>.Kilan a,h6v. This is repeated v. 65 ovOEtc; ovvaTat l>..0e'iv 
-rrp6c; µ,e lav µ,~ YI oeooµ,lvav avr<{, £K TOV 7raTp6c;. Here is a 
fundamental doctrine of the Fourth Gospel, viz. that the 
approach of the soul to God or Christ is not initiated by the 
man himself, but by a movement of Divine grace. We have 
had it adumbrated at 423, where it is said that the Universal 
Father seeks His genuine worshippers (see note in loc.); and 
the hard saying of 1239 (where see note) that the Jews could not 
believe, because Isaiah's words about the blinding of their 
eyes by God must have fulfilment, is an explicit statement of 
the darker side of the doctrine of predestination. (See Introd., 
p. clii f.). Here is the counterpart of v. 37, "All {7rai,) that the 
Father gives me shall come to me"; in v. 44 we have" no one 
(avoe[,) can come except the Father draw him" {cf. J27). 

We might have expected that here Jesus would have been 
represented as saying "My Father" (see on 2 16), for the 
question at issue is that of His uniquely Divine origin; but in 
Jn. we find o 'll"a~p more frequently than o 'll"aT~P µ,av on the 
lips of Jesus. (See on J17 for the similar o vi6,, used absolutely.) 

o ,ranip o 'll'EfLlj,«, fLE. See also on 317 for the conception 
of the Son as " sent " by the Father. 

11>.Koan a~T6v. EAKveiv is used in the LXX of Jer. 313 
of the Divine attraction: "With lovingkindness have I drawn 
thee." It is used of the attractive power of Christ Crucified 
in Jn. 1232 , occurring elsewhere in the N.T. only at Jn. 1810 (of 
drawing a sword), Jn. 216• 11 (of dragging a net ashore), and 
Acts 1619 (of dragging Paul and Silas to the magistrates). It 
seems generally to connote a certain resistance on the part of 
that which is "dragged" or " drawn," and this may be 
involved in its use in the present verse (but cf. Cant. 14). 

Kd.yw d.V«OTIJO'W Q~TOV EV Tfi lo-xurn ~fLEpa. This is the 
consummation of that spiritual progr~ss whi~h begins by a 
certain Divine constraint. See on v. 39 for this great assurance 
four times repeated in this passage. ' 

45. In confirmation of the doctrine that God "draws" 
men to Him, Jesus appeals to the authority of the Scriptures 
accepted by His hearers. 

eO"TLV yeypafLfLlvov {for this formula of citation, see on 217) 
t!v To'i:c; 1rpocj,~Ta,s, i.e. presumably in the collection of pro-• 
phetical books regarded as a single whole {cf. Acts i 2 1J40, 

Lk. 1831 2444). 

Kal eaovTa• 'll'«VTES 8,8aKTol 8eou. The rec. text inserts 
roil before 0wv, but om. ~ABCD0W. The quotation is freely 
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1rapa TOV IlaTp<>, Ka£ p.a0wv •pxerat 1rpo, ep.l. 46. ~V'?(. OTt TOV 
ITarlpa lwpaKiv Tt,, El /J,~ b fuv 1rapa TOV ®EOv, oiro, EwpaKEV TOV 

IIaripa. 4 7. d.p.~v ap.~v )..iyw -fip.'i,v, b 7rL<TTEVWV •xn ,w~v alwvwv. 

made from Isa. 5413, and does not agree precisely with 
either the Hebrew or the LXX. Literally, the Hebrew gives, 
"And all thy sons shall be taught of Yahweh, "which the 
LXX turns by KaL {)~uw ••• 71'0.VTU<; TOV', viov, uov OtOaKTOV', 
0eov. 

To be oioaKrol 0EOv is to be "drawn" by God; we have 
0EOo{ou.KTot at l Thess. 49 (cf. l Cor. 2 13, Phil. 315, for the 
idea), and Barnabas (xxi. 6) has the precept yeveu0e 0eqUoaKroi. 

'll'ii,;. Cf. 7ra.v, vv. 37, 39. ArA@ add otv, but om. 
~BCDLNTW. 

a.Kouaa,; 'll'apa. Tou 'll'arp6,. The same phrase occurs again 
826• 40 1515• See for the constr. on 140. 

Kal ,_..a8wv. It is not sufficient for a man to have heard 
God's voice; he must also learn, which is a voluntary act. 
Predestination, in the J ohannine doctrine, does not exclude 
free will or personal responsibility. But every one who has 
heard the Divine voice, and has learnt its teachings, " comes " 
to Christ. See on v. 37 for epxmu 'll'pas eJ-Ll, 

46. This '' hearing " of God's voice is, however, not by way 
of immediate personal communication; it is not '' seeing the 
Father." Only One has " seen " God (118), although it is 
true, in another sense, that he who has "seen" Jesus has 
" seen the Father " (149). . 

olrx OTL TOV 'll'UT€pa ewpaKlv TL',. So ~BCDLNW® ; the rec. 
has TI', (wpaKEV, ~*D have TOV 0eov for TOV 7rUTEpa, a remi
niscence of 1 18, where see note. Cf. 537• 

et J-L~ Ii C:.v 'll'apa. Tou 8eou, sc. not only He who has been 
sent by God (see on J17), as 7rapa 0eov means (16, 916· 33), but 
He whose orz''gin is from God; cf. 7rapa 7rarp6, (114, where see 
note), 7rap' avrov eip.t (i9), 7rapa TOV 7rUTpo, £~~>..0ov (1627), 7rapa 
uov e~>..0ov (178). 

O~TO', lwpaKEV TOV '11'0.T€pa.. The Aoyo, was 7rpo, TOV 0eov 
(11); see 838 for the things which He has seen 7rapa Tlfl 7raTp{ 
(cf. also 332). See on 147• 

For the repetition (ovTo,) of the subject of the sentence, in 
the interests of emphasis, cf. 1 2 i 8 155, and see 1025• 

47. ci.J-L~V d.J,L~v KT>., See on 151• This opening phrase 
introduces a saying which is the keynote of the Fourth Gospel, 
o maTeuwv (used absolutely as at v. 36) •xeL t~v a.lwvLov 
(cf. 2031, and see on 315). 

After o murevwv the rec. adds d, ip.l, with ACDrAN (from 
such passages as J16• 36); but ~BLTW® om. el, ep.l. Jn.'s 
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48. eyw <iµ.t b O.(JTO> 'T1}• (w~<;. 49· oi 1rarepe. vµ.wv Erj,ayov EJ/ rfi 
Ep~µq? TO µUvva Kal 0..1r€0avov· 50. oVT6s €crTtV O Opros O EK ToV 
ovpai'OV Kara{3afrwv, iva 'Tl<; U avrov rf,ayy Kat µ.~ ,hroOavy. 5 1. eyw 

use of mCTnvav, without specifying the object of the 1r{CTn,, 
has been noted on 17. 

The sequence of argument is clear. No one has " seen" 
the Father but Christ (v. 46); but it suffices to believe in Christ, 
for such a believer has eternal life (v. 47). As He said later, 
" He who has seen me has seen the Father" (149

). 

48. eyw ELfLL o a.pros T~<; tw~s (cf. v. 35). That is, the 
believer in Christ has eternal life, because He is the spiritual 
Bread which gives life. Notice the repetition of the main 
theme, not always in exactly the same words (vv. 35, 41, 48, 51); 
see on J16• 

49. The argument in vv. 49-51 is as follows: The manna 
which nourished the bodily life of the Israelites in the desert, 
did not secure them from physical death at last (see on v. 58). 
In this it was like ordinary bread, although divinely given. 
The Bread of Life, which Jesus offers in His own Person, has 
not to do with the nourishment of the bodily life, nor does it 
secure those who believe in Him from the death of the body. 
But it is the appropriate and divinely given nourishment of 
man's spirit, and he who continually feeds on it-that is, he 
who continually keeps in spiritual touch with Jesus-is secure 
against spiritual death; he shall live for ever, having assimi
lated the true Bread of Life. 

OL 1r<J.TEpE<; UfJ,WV KTA. They had said oi 1raTep£S ~µ.wv KTA, 
(v. 31), and this is the reply. Jesus does not say" our fathers," 
but "your fathers"; cf. 'A/jpaaµ. b 1raTr/p vµ,wv (856). See, 
however, for the phrase "your law," on 817 ; and cf. v. 58 
below. 

iv -rfi ep~fJ,'t' T<> fl,«vva.. So BCDTW®, but ~ALI'.::l have the 
order ro µ.awa iv Tfj ep~µ.'f as in v. 31. 

Kal d:rrl8avov, sc. of physical death; in v. 50 µ.~ J.1roOavIJ 
refers to spiritual death. See v. 58. 

50. oOTo<; E<TTLV KTA., sc. this Bread, which has been men
tioned in v. 48, is the Bread which comes down from heaven 
(as had been said at v. 33; cf. v. 42). 

tva ns KTA,, sc. in order that a man may eat of it and so 
not die, i.e. die spiritually. It is spiritual food for the per
petual nourishment of the spiritual life. Cf. 851 11 26• 

For thro8avn B has J.1rofJ11~CTK"{/, which Abbott (Dial. 2530) 
regards as having as good claim to consideration as the true 
reading. He would translate " ... that a man may eat of 
it, and so be no longer under sentence of death," comparing, 
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,lp,i b d.pTO', b twv b EK TOV olipavov KaTa/3as· EO.V Tti <pO.YrJ £K TOVTOll 
TOV aprov, ,~(T£L Eli TOV aiwva. 

for &:1ro0vr;uKnv in the present tense, Ps. 827, Deut. I 76• But 
this is unnecessary, and &:1ro0av11 is too well attested to be set 
aside for the variant ,bro0v~uKr,. 

51a. The first half of this verse repeats what has been said 
already in v. 50, but in an even more emphatic form. The second 
half of the verse, as we shall see, introduces a new conception. 

lyw et11i o c'ipTos o twv, " the Living Bread," which as 
itself alive can impart life (see on v. 35 above). o (wv, " the 
Living One," is the claim of Jesus for Himself in Rev .. 1 17 ; so 
here b aprns b (wv is the Bread which is always instinct with 
Life, which continues to live from age to age. See on 410 for 
the phrase " living water "; and cf. the expressions " living 
oracles" (Acts 738), "living sacrifice" (Rom. 121), "living 
hope " (1 Pet. 13), and "living stone " (1 Pet. 24), which do 
not, however, present more than verbal resemblances to the 
phrase " Living Bread " here. 

o EK Toil oup<wou K«m/3<is. See on v. 33 above. Here the 
aorist participle points to the crisis of the Incarnation. 

For EK TOUTOU TOU apTOU (BCI'AL TW®), ~ has EK TOV lp,ov 
ap-rov, but this is inconsistent with the sense of the passage. 
The Living Bread is Jesus Himself. 

Uv TLS cj,<iyn KT>..., '' if any one eat of this Bread, he shall 
live for ever," sc. as God does (cf. Rev. 49 106 157, and Deut. 
3240, Ecclus. 181). t~uet ets TOv ai.wva is repeated v. 58: the 
phrase is used of the righteous man, Wisd. 515• 

There is perhaps an echo of this thought in Barnabas,§ II. 

Barnabas is speaking of the trees by the river of Ezek. 4f· 12, 

and he adds 8s &v cpay11 lt UVTWV ,~!TETat Eis TOV alwva. But 
see Introd., p. lxxi. 

The rec. (with BCTI'A) has (~<r<rai for t~uet (~DLW® 33). 
There is a similar variant at vv. 5 7, 58; cf. 525 1419• • 

The third part of the Dz'scourse : Jesus will give the Bread 
whz'ch zs Hzs Flesh/or the lzfe of the world (vv. 51b-59) 

51b. The MSS. vary as to the order of the words in the 
second part of the verse, but the meaning remains unaltered. 
BCDL TW have the text which we print, while ~ m support 
Kat b iJ.pTO', Se 8v lyw OW!TW irlrEp T~', TOV KO!TJJ,OV (w~', 'Y/ uapt JJ,OV 
Eunv, a less awkward construction. The rec. text has got rid 
of the awkwardness by reading Kat b iJ.proi Se 8v lyw owuw .;, 
uapt JJ,OV lur{v, ;v lyw OW!TW V'Tf"Ep T~', TOV KO!TJJ,OV tw~s, the 
insertion of ~v lyw Swuw making all clear. 
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Kat o J.pTO<; OE Sv lyw OW<TW ~ <rapt µ,ov lunv V7rEp r,jc; TOV 

KO<TJLOU {w~<;. 52. 'E,uaxovTO OiJV 1rpoc; o_,\.,\.~,\.ouc; oi 'Iovoa'iot ,\.lyovTE<; 

A new idea is introduced at this point.1 Hitherto Jesus has 
spoken of the Bread of Life as coming down from heaven, and 
of Himself as that Living Bread, giving life to all who feed 
upon it and appropriate it. Now He goes on to speak of this 
Bread as His Flesh, and of the feeding upon Him as eating 
His Flesh and drinking His Blood. The transition from the 
one way of speaking to the other is marked by a change in the 
tense of the "giving." The Father gives the heavenly bread 
(v. 32); it gives life to the world (v. 33). But now Jesus says, 
"The Bread which I shall give (owuw) is my Flesh, etc." (but 
see on v. 27). Moreover, up to this point (except at v. 27), 
Jesus has spoken of Himself, as the Bread of Life, coming 
down from heaven, given by the Father. Now, He speaks of 
the Bread which He Himself will give for the life of the world, 
namely His Flesh. Difficult as the Jews had found the thought 
(v. 41) that Jesus was Himself the heavenly bread, divinely 
given, for which they had asked (v. 34), they find much greater 
difficulty in the new and strange suggestion that Jesus was to 
give them His Flesh to eat (v. 52). And, according to the 
Gospel as we have it, Jesus then proceeds to develop and 
enlarge this conception (vv. 53-58).2 

Kal. l, a.pTos 8i KT>.. For the constr. Ka[ ••• oi, " and, 
further," cf. 816 1527, 1 Jn. 1 3• It introduces a new point, 
hitherto unmentioned. 

8v lyw 8waw, " which I will give," lyw being emphatic. 
'ii a&pt fLOU EaTW, "is my Flesh." That Christ came "in 

the flesh" (cf. 114, 1 Jn. 42, 2 Jn.7) is the central fact of the 
Gospel of the Incarnation; that is, He who came down from 
heaven (v. 50) assumed man's nature. The gift that is pro
mised is, then, that of His perfect humanity. 

This will be given u7rep Tijs Tou Koa/1.ou twfjc;, '' on behalf 
of the world's life." See for the force of v1r£p and its pre
valence in Jn., on 1™>; and for Kou,uoc;, on 19• That Christ's 
gift of " His Flesh " is on behalf of the world's life is a saying 
closely related in meaning to 1 29, " the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world"; cf. also J17 442, 1 Jn. 316• But the 
true parallel is I Cor. 1124 TovTo ,uov luTtv To uw,ua -ro vr-rp 
vµ,wv. As has been pointed out (Introd., p. clxix), the Syriac 
vss. give here: " The bread which I will give is my Body, 
for the life of the world"; a rendering also found in the O.L. m, 

1 Cf. lntrod., p. clxvii. 
1 For the sacramental bearing of vv. 51-58, see Waterland, Doctrrne 

of the Eucharist, c. vi. 
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Ilw, OvvaTaL oiTo, ~µ'iv oovvaL T~V vapKa cf,aye'iv; 5 3· Ei'll"EV otv 
airro'i<; o 'l'l]<TOV<; 'Aµ~v &µ~v Af."yW vµ'iv, E<W /1.~ cf,a.y'l]TE T~V ua.pKa TOV 
Yiov TOV dv0ponrov Kai 'll"{'IJTE avTOV TO aiµa, OVK lxETE {w~v £V £nVTOt<;. 

" hie panis quern ego dabo pro huius mundi uita corpus meum 
est." 

52. The Jewish interlocutors had murmured (v. 41) before 
this point had been reached; but now they begin to dispute 
with each other (µa.xeu0ai does not occur again in the Gospels) 
as to the meaning and trustworthiness of the words of Jesus. 
They were not of one mind (cf. ,12• 40 916 1019); some probably 
discerning that a spiritual meaning lay behind this i:nention 
of the " Flesh" of Jesus. 

'll'W5 Suv«Ta.L KTA.; The question is like that of 34• 9 (where 
see note). For o~o., "this person," see on v. 42 above. 

After uapKa. BT (with most vss.) insert avTov, to elucidate 
the sense; but om. ~CDLr~@. In any case, the meaning 
is, " How can this person give us his flesh to eat ? " Their 
difficulty was a real one, even if they (or some of them) recog
nised that the ua.pt represented the whole humanity of Jesus, 
on which they were to " feed "; for that one human being 
could impart his nature to another, even spiritually, would be 
hard to understand. 

53. The answer of Jesus repeats (see on J5) what He has 
said already, but in even more difficult terms. For while in 
v. 51 He spoke only of His Flesh, He now goes on to couple 
the drinking of His Blood with the eating of His Flesh. Such 
an expression as " to drink blood " would be especially 
startling to a Jew, for whom the blood of animals was tabu, 
and was expressly forbidden to be used as food (Gen. 94, 
Deut. 1216). The prohibition was based on the doctrine that 
" the blood is the life " (Deut. 1223), z'.e. that the blood was 
the seat of the "soul" or ciEl~, the vital principle. 

The phrase 1T{vnv To a.iµa does not occur again in the N.T. 
It should be noted, further, that the use of this expression, 

as distinct from cf,aye'iv T~v ua.pKa, indicates that the Flesh and 
Blood have been separated, and thus it suggests death, even 
more definitely than cf,ayliv T~v ua.pKa does. 

d.11.~v d.11.~v KTA. See on 161• 
For cj>dy1JTE, D (supported by a) has M/3'1/TE. See on v. 56. 
~v udpKa. Tou utou TOU d.v8pw'll'ou. The form of expression is 

changed from~ ua.pt µov of v. 51, after a fashion frequent in 
the Johannine discourses. But no new idea is introduced by 
the change, for "the Son of Man" has already (v. 27) been 
mentioned as the future giver of the heavenly food. For this 
title, see Introd., p. cxxx. 

VOL. I.-14 
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o~K exeTe tw~v l.v fauTo'i:s. The issue of this mystical 
" eating and drinking " is life, both here and hereafter, as has 
been said already (v. 51). A little before (v. 47) we had 
o ,rwTevwv lxn (w~v alwvwv, and the juxtaposition of these 
affirmations indicates that there is an intimate connexion 
between the " faith" which is in continual contact with Christ, 
and that eating and drinking of His Flesh and Blood-the 
assimilation or appropriation of His humanity-which is the 
theme of vv. 51b-58. See on 315, and cf. 2031• Here the 
doctrine is stated negatively, and in an even more startling 
fashion: '' If ye do not eat the Flesh of the Son of Man, and 
drink His Blood, ye have no life in yourselves." This is the 
only way to attain to Life. 

The Flesh and the Blood are the full Life; their com
munication is the communication of eternal life. It is possible 
that Jn.'s insistence on the flesh and blood of Christ has some 
connexion with his purpose of refuting Docetic doctrines which 
denied the reality of both (see on 1 14). 

After twfJv, ~ adds alwvwv (from v. 54). 
54 ft'. The sequence of thought is simple. He who feeds 

on Christ has life, here and hereafter (v. 54), inasmuch as he 
thus appropriates the life of Christ (v. 56), which is the life of 
God (v. 57); hence he who feeds on Christ will live for ever 
(v. 58). The fourfold repetition of o -rpwywv ••• (vv. 54, 
56, 57, 58) is thoroughly Johannine in its cadences. 

The verb Tpwyeiv challenges attention. In ordinary Greek, 
it is used of men eating fruit or vegetables, but no instance has 
been produced of its use for the eating of flesh (Abbott, Dial. 
1710h). It seems to connote eating of delicacies, or eating 
with enjoyment; and in the only place ih the N.T. outside Jn. 
in which it is found, viz. Mt. 2438, where the careless ones 
before the Flood are described as TpwyovTE, Kat ,r[vovre,, this 
suggestion is perhaps involved. Besides the present passage, 
we have it again at 1318 (where see note) as a quotation from 
Ps. 419, f.(J'(){wv of the LXX being altered by Jn. to Tpwywv. 
That is, Jn. always uses this verb of "eating" at the Last 
Supper or the Eucharist (for this is undoubtedly indicated in 
vv. 51-58 here), although Mk. and Mt. have fo·B[rn, in their 
narratives of the Last Supper (Mk. 1418• 22 , Mt. 2621• 26). The 
Synoptists use the verb icr0fov 34 times in all, but it never 
appears in Jn. 

Tpwyeiv is used of spiritual feeding in a remarkable sentence 
of Iremeus (Heer. IV. xxxviii. 1) which seems to be reminiscent 
of the present passage. He is speaking of Christ, o npTO, 
o T£Aew, Tou ,raTpo,, and of His gradual revelation of Him
self. First, He offered Himself to us as milk is offered to 
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54. o Tpwywv p,ou T~V crapKa Kat -rr{vwv µ.ov TO a!p,a £XEL {w~i, 
aiwvwv, K6.yw &.vacrT~CTW aVTOV Tij ECTXO.TTJ .;,µ.;_P'l-· 5 5. .;, yap crap, 
p,ou 6.A:Y)0~s ECTTLV {3pwcrts, Kat TO arµ.a. p,ou 6.A:YJ0~.. £CTTtV -rr6crt<,, 
56. o Tpwywv p,ou T~V CTO.pKa Kal -rrtvwv p,ou TO aTp,a £V £JJ,Ot JJ.EVEt 

infants, in order that being thus nourished from the breast of 
His flesh (v-rro p,acr0ov T~', crapKo', avrov), "we might become 
accustomed to eat and drink the Word of God (TpwyEw Kat 
-rr{vnv Tov >..6ycw Tov 0EOv), and contain within ourselves the 
Bread of immortality (Tov ~s &.0avacr{a,, apTov), which is the 
Spirit of the Father;" 

The language of Ignatius (Rom. 7), in like manner,. repro
duces words of this chapter: apTOV 0EOv 0{Aw, J £CTTLV era.pt TOV 

XptCTTOV ••• Kat -rr6p,a 0D1.w TO a!p,a ai'irov. So Justin (Apo!. i. 
66) says that the eucharistic elements are 'Iricrov Kat cro.pKa Kat 
a!p,a. See Introd., p. clxviii. 

54. (, Tpwywv JlOU i-qv udpKO. Ko.l 'lrLVWV JlOU TO o.tJlO. (the whole 
phrase is repeated verbatim in v. 56) seems to mean, "he who 
continually feeds with enjoyment upon my Flesh and con
tinually drinks my Blood," or "he who is in the habit of 
feeding, etc.," for the present participles must be given their 
force. See above on v. 29. 

lxu tflnlv o.iwv,ov (sc. in the present), Kclyw &.vo.11T1J11w o.uTov Tfj 
lux«i-n TJJlEP'l-, which is the promise of life in the future. 
The twofold assurance is repeated from v. 40, the difference 
being that while there it is for him who has spiritual vision of 
Christ and believes in Him, here it is given to the man who 
"eats His Flesh and drinks His Blood." See above on v. 53. 

For the refrain K6.yw 6.va°:~CTW awov TV ECTXO.TTJ .;,/J.;_P'l-, see on 
v. 39, and cf. Introd., p. clxvn. 

The rec. text inserts iv before lcrxaTTJ, but om. NBD® .. 
See on v. 39. 

55. &.>..118~s. So N°BCLTW, but N*Dl'~® read &.>..ri0w,,. 
,j ya.p adp~ JlOU (cf. v. 51) cl>..118~s l.11Ttv ~pwais, " for my 

Flesh is true meat," sc. it is really to be eaten, and it nour
ishes as meat ought to do. For f3pwcr,,. of the thing eaten, see 
on 4a2. 

Ko.l TO aTJld JlOU KT>..., "and my Blood is true drink." The 
verse is a comment on, and corroboration of, the assurance of 
v. 54. 

56. li Tpwywv • • • To a.tflo. is repeated from v. 54, the reason 
for that promise being now given. The man who spiritually 
feeds on Christ " abides in Him," and so he has the assurance 
of eternal life. 

JlEVELV is a favourite word with Jn., and he uses it much 
more frequently than the Synoptists do. They have not the 
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Kd:yCO lv avrce. 57. Ka0Wr; ci.1rfCTT£lA.fv JLE D (Wv ITar~p K&:yW tW 8ia 
TOV ITarlpa, Kal b Tpwywv /Lf K&.KELVO<; ,~(TEL 8i' lµ/.. 58. O~TO<; £<TTLV 

phrase " to abide in Christ," or " in God," which is thoroughly 
characteristic of J ohannine doctrine. This phrase is used in 
a general mystical sense in 1 Jn. 26• 27• 28 36• 24 412• 16 ; but in 
the Fourth Gospel it is found only here and at 154•7, both 
passages having reference to the Eucharist (see on 151), the 
purpose of which is that " we may dwell in Him, and He in us " 
(cf. 154). In Jn. the one "abiding" involves the other, and 
to this thought reference is made several times (155, 1 Jn. 324 

413• 16 ; cf. 1420, and see on 538). 

The external token of a man's '' abiding " in Christ, is that 
he keeps His commandments (1 Jn. 324); and, as to love God 
and to love man are the great commandments, he that abides in 
love abides in God (1 Jn. 416) 1 More generally, he that abides 
in Christ ought to walk after His example (1 Jn. 26); in other 
words, he "bears fruit" (152

). Of one who has perfectly 
realised this "abiding," it is said "he sinneth not" (1 Jn. 36). 
Such an one has the secret of efficacious prayer (1s7). He has 
life (657), and naturally will have confidence at the Great 
Parousia (1 Jn. 2 28). 

D adds after aVT<e: Ka0ws £V lµoi b TraT~p, K&.yw lv Tlf Trarpi 
(cf. 1410). &.µ~v &.µ~v >..lyw vµ'iv, £0.V µ~ Aaf3YJTE TO <Twp.a TOV viov 
rov &.v0pw7rOV w, TOV /1.prov Tij<; (wij,, OVK lx.eTE lw~v lv avTci>, 
This interpolation 2 is supported by a.ff2• With D's sub
stitution of Aa/3YJTE TO uwp.a for ,f,ayYJTE T~V uapKa (v. 53), 
compare its substitution of Aa/3YJn for ,f,ayYJre in v. 53. 

57. For d.11"e'a-rei>..ev, D has &TriuTaAKe (cf. 2021, 1 Jn. 49); 

the aor. marks a definite moment, viz. that of the Incarnation. 
For the" sending" of Jesus by the Father, see on 317• 

Ka8ws is a favourite conjunction with Jn. The constr. 
Ka8~s . • . Kd.yw, which we find here, cannot always be inter
preted in the same way. Thus at 159 1J18 and 2021 we must 
render, "As the Father loved (or sent) me, so I loved (or send) 
you." On the other hand, at 1721 Ka0ws ••• dyw plainly 
stands for "As Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee." In 
the present verse, the sequence of thought requires the latter 
interpretation, viz. " As the Living Father hath sent me, and 
I live because of the Father," then it follows that " he that 
eateth me shall live because of me." See further on 1015• 

The form of the principal sentence Ka8ws d.,re'arei>..iv 
p.e ... Kal o rpwywv Kr>... must also be observed. It appears 

1 See Introd., p. clxxiv. 
1 Chase traces it to Syriac influence (Syro-Latin Text of the Gospels, 

p. 21). 
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again 1315• 33, 1 Jn. 26 417, of the comparison between the life 
of the Incarnate Christ and that of believers. It is not Ka06J~ 
• • • o&w.,, for the comparison or parallelism can never be 
exact or complete; it is Kao;,,., • • • Ka{, '' As Christ . . . so 
(in a sense) even those who are His." See on 1718• 

o twv 11'0.TTJP is a phrase unique in the N.T.; but cf. o 1rarr,p 
txn {w~v EV fovT0 (526

, where see note). " The living God " 
is a title found both in O.T. and N.T., e.g. Deut. 526, Mt. 1616, 

Acts 1415, 2 Cor. 616• 

The meaning of this passage is, then, as follows: As the 
Father, who is the Fount of Life, has sent Christ on earth, and 
as Christ's life is derived from and dependent on the Divine 
Life, so the believer who '' eats " Christ, that is, who is in 
continual communion with Him, assimilates His life and thus 
lives in dependence on Him. Ota. Tov 1raTp6., would mean that 
the Father was the Agent; but 8LCl Tov 'll"a.TEpa. signifies that He 
is the spring and source of the Life of the Son. 

8LCi with the accusative may mean either (1) for the sake 
of ... , or (2) thanks to. . . . For (1) Wetstein quotes ot' 
v,,_;;_., ,.,_6vov., (~v e0l11.w," "I wish to live for your sakes," sc. to 
do you favours (Dio Cassius, Lxxvn. iii. 2); and Abbott (Diat. 
2705) adds several examples from Epictetus, e.g. t~eAOe Ota. Ta 
1raiof.a, " escape for the sake of the children " (Epict. IV. i. 163). 
This use of Ota will not suit the context here. That the Life 
of Christ was o,a. Tov 1radpa, "for the Father's sake," sc. to 
do His Will, is true (cf. 434), but the argument requires the 
conception that the Life of Christ i~ derived from and due to 
the Life of God. (2) For this sense of ou1., Abbott (Diat. 
2297b) quotes Plutarch, Vt't. Alex. § 8: Alexander said he 
owed life to his father, but good life to Aristotle Si' EKe'i:vov 
/1-EV (wv, Ota TOVTOV OE KO.AW', {wv. This is a close parallel 
to the use of ouf in the present passage. Christ lives, Oto. Tot' 
1raTepa, " thanks to the Father," as sharing the Father's Life; 1 

and believers live oi' avTov, "thanks to Him." The meaning, 
then, of tKe'i:vos t~uu 8L' l11.l is, practically, the same as 
that of the related passage I Jn. 49 TOV viov avTOV TOV /1-0Voyev-ri 
d1re<TTUAKEI/ o 0,i',., £!', TOV KO<TP-OV, iva {~<TW/1-EV Ot' avTov, where 
Ota. takes the genitive. See on 153• 

Godet's comment brings out the general sense excellently: 
" As the infinite life of nature can only be appropriated by 
man so far as it is concentrated in a fruit or a morsel of bread; 
so the divine life is only put within our reach so far as it is 
incarnate in the Son of Man. It is thus that He is to us all the 

1 At 431 Christ's " food " is the doing the Father's Will. Here thl' 
thought is rather that the Son " feeds " on the Father's Life, assimilat
ing and sharing it. 



214 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN [VI. 57-58. 

Bread of Life. But as we have to appropriate and assimilate 
bread to obtain life through it; so also must we incorporate 
the Person of the Son of Man by an inward act of faith, which 
is the way of spiritual manducation. By thus feeding on 
Him who lived by God, we live by God Himself and henceforth 
actually live as Jesus does." 

Kal o Tp,/,ywv /1£ ••• , " even so, he who eateth me." The 
metaphor of eating Christ's "Flesh and Blood" is dropped; 
it is the feeding on Himself, the communion with His Person, 
that is the essential thing. 

For Tpwywv, D has A.a/J-f3avwv; cf. v. 56. 
For t~u£L (~BC2LTN®), the rec. has (~a-emi with I'A 

(cf. v. 51). 
Kd.Keivos t~ueL lh' l11E. The life promised here is that 

(w~ alwvios which begins in the present; the parallel saying 
of 1419 6n lyw Cw Kat vp,e1s (~a-eu0e, has special reference to 
the future. See on 11 25, and cf. Introd., p. clxi. 

58. This verse contains a summary of the whole discourse, 
and so it goes back to the saying about the heavenly Bread 
(v. 33), ending with what was said in v. 51, that he who feeds 
on it shall live for ever. Jn.'s report of the words of Jesus 
often passes without pause into his own comments (see on 316), 

and it has been suggested (Abbott, Diat. 1957) that v. 58 was 
intended to be the evangelist's short statement of what has 
gone before. But if so, Tavra eT,rev in v. 59 is clumsy. We 
can hardly separate v. 58 from what precedes, despite some 
slight changes in the form of expression, which are duly noted 
below. As has already been said (p. cxvi), Jn. is prone to 
vary words and the order of words when reiterating something 
already recorded. 

o~Tos euTLv KT~., repeated from v. 50, except that here 
the aor. participle Kam/3as is used (as in v. 51) of the descent 
from heaven of the mystical Bread. For the rec. EK Tou oupavou 
(~DLNWI'A®), BCT have it ovpavov, and this may be 
right; but on the six previous occurrences of the phrase 
"descending from heaven" (vv. 33, 38, 41, 42, 50, 51), Toti 
ovpavov is the best-supported reading. 

ou Ka8ws Ecj,ayov KT~., repeated, with slight variations, 
from v. 49. The sentence is a good example of Jn.'s partiality 
for the constr. called anacoluthon. 

For ou Ka8ws, cf. 1427 , 1 Jn. J12 ; the only other occurrence 
in the N.T. being 2 Cor. 85• 

ot 'll'«TEpes. The rec. with DAN® and Syr. sin. adds 
Vf-wv (from v. 49); om. ~BCLTW. The expression o, 
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&.1rl8ai,ov· t, Tptilywv TOVTOV 'T'OV /1.pTOV ,~CT£t £l, TOV aiwva. 59. Tavrn 
£L1T£V EV crvvaywyfj 8iMCTKWV EV Kacpapvaovµ,. 

1raT£p£, occurs again, in the words of Christ, at i 2, where it 
refers to the patriarchs. It also is found Acts 1332, Rom. 96 

u 28 158, Heh. 11, 2 Pet. 34, and is used quite vaguely of 
the Israelites of the olden time. Here it is limited by the 
context to the generation of the Exodus from Egypt. But no 
distinction is to be drawn between oi 1raTEp£<; ilµ,wv of v. 49 
and oi 1raTlp~, ofv. 58 (cf., e.g., Acts 1J32 and Acts 266). 

Some minor uncials add To µ,a.vva after oi 1raTEp£<; ilp.wv, 
from v. 49. 

Kal 1brl8avov. Lightfoot (Hor. Hebr., on 639) cites a 
Jewish saying, "The generation in the wilderness have no 
part in the world to come," and if this were pre-Christian in 
date (which is uncertain) it would suggest that Kat &.1ri8avov 
should be interpreted of spiritual death. But we have already 
seen (v. 49) that the argument requires it to indicate the death 
of the body, from which even the manna could not save those 
who ate it. 

Cl Tpwywv TOUTOI' TOI' npTov t~uet EL<; TOI' atwva. This is 
repeated from v. 51, with the substitution of o Tpwywv with 
the acc. for Mv n, </>a.yr, with iK and the gen. 

t~u£t. So ~BCNW@; the rec. has (~cr£Tat. Cf. v. 51. 
59. For the site of Capernaum, see on 2 12• The synagogue 

at Capernaum (built by the centurion, Lk. J5) was the place 
where Jesus gave His first public instruction (Mk. 1 21 ; cf. 
Lk. 43lf·).1 That it was His habit to teach in country syna
gogues is clear; cf. Mk. 1 39 31, Mt. 423 935 129 1354 ; and see 
Jn. 1820, the only other place where the word crvvaywy'Y/ occurs 
in Jn. 

ev uuvaywyfi, " in synagogue," as we say " in church;" 
D prefixes the article Tii before crw., but incorrectly; cf. 1820• 

D also adds cra/3/3a.T<f, and this may possibly be a gloss which has 
tradition behind it. Sabbath synagogue services were those at 
which instruction was usually given, although there were 
services on Mondays and Thursdays as well. On the other 
hand, the narrative represents a crowd as following Jesus across 
the lake, which would involve more travelling than was re
garded as right on the Sabbath day. 

1 Recent excavations at Tell-Hum have disclosed the remains of a 
large building which its discoverers identify with this synagogue. 
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60. Ilo.\.\ol otv aKOVCTaVTE, EK TWV µ,a0'YJTWV airroii El1rav lKA'YJpo, 
ECTTLV li .\oyo, OVTO!;' TL<; ,%vaTai avTOV aKOV€lV; 6 r. Eli>w, i>E o 
'I'YJCTOV<; EV foVTc;; 6TL yoyyv(ovCTLV 7rEpl TOVTOV oi µ,a0'7Tat avTov, Er'lrEV 
avTo'i, TovTO vµ,as CTKav8a.\[(n; 6 2. EO.V otv &Ewp~TE TOV Yiov TOV 

The disciples are perplexed by the words of Jesus (vv. 60-65) 

60. 11"0>..X.ol . . . eK -rwv 1La811Twv mhou, including not only 
the Twelve, but those who were of the outer circle of His 
disciples ( cf. v. 66, and see on 2 2); some of the Twelve may well 
have been among those who found the teaching of Jesus 
difficult. 

uK>..TJpos is not used again by Jn. It means harsh or hard 
to accept (not difficult to understand; cf. Gen. 21 11 and Jude15). 

b Myos oOTos (NBCDLNW) is the true order of words, as 
against oVTo, b .\. of the rec. text (@). 

TLS Suva-rat mhou fiKOUELV; " Who can hear it ? " SC. with 
appreciation. See on J8 for aKovnv with a genitive in Jn. 

What was the harsh or strange saying to which the 
questioners referred? The whole of the discourse from v. 51 
onward might be described as crKA'YJp6,, and exception had 
already been taken to the early part of it: '' How can this man 
give us His flesh to eat ? " (v. 52). But the statement which 
seems to be challenged particularly at this point is v. 58, " This 
is the Bread which descended from heaven; he that eats of it 
shall live for ever "; which Jesus applied to Himself, for the 
answer in v. 62 has special reference to it. What would they 
say if they saw Him ascending? Flesh cannot give eternal 
life, but spirit can do so. 

For .\oyo, used of a saying of Jesus, see on 2 22• 

61. et8ws 8i b '111uous ev faun:). See on 2 25 for the insight 
of Jesus into men's thoughts. 

For yoyyutouuw, see on v. 41 above, where the murmurers 
were " the Jews "; here they include some of the disciples of 
Jesus. 

-rouTo &fL«S uKav8a>..[tet; " Does this offend you? " crKav8a
,\{tnv occurs in Jn. again only at 161, but it is a common 
Synoptic word. 

62. ee1v oov 8ewp~Te KT>... The passage is an aposiopesis, 
the apodosis being omitted. " If then you should see the 
Son of Man (see on 151) ascending where He was before (will 
you be offended?)." We should expect TL otv lav 0Ewp~TE 
KTA., and the omission of T{ is awkward. But the meaning is 
hardly doubtful. Jesus does not imply that those addressed 
would certainly see the Ascension, but that it was a possibility. 
According to Lk., the Eleven were witnesses of the Ascension 
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&v0pcfY7rOV &vaf3alvovra 01TOV ~v TO 1rpoT£.pov; 63. TO ?TV£vp,& l<TTtv TO 

(Lk. 2461, Acts 19), and they were among those to whom Jesus 
was here speaking in reply to doubts (see on v. 60). 0£wp£'iv 
(see on 2 23) is used here of bodily vision; and &vaf3alvELv is 
used again of the Ascension 2017 (cf. J13, Eph. 410, Acts 2 34). 

To ,rpoTEpov, "before," is rare in the N.T.; but cf. 98 and 
Gal. 413_ 

o,rou ~v TO. ,rponpov. The Personality of the Lord remained 
unchanged through His Incarnation and subsequent Ascension. 
Here is suggested the pre-existence of the " Son of Man," as 
before at 313, where see note. . 

The meaning of vv. 62, 63 is best brought out if we take 
them in connexion with v. 58 (cf. v. 51), which had seemed to 
the hearers of Jesus to be hard of acceptance. He had said 
two things: (1) that He was the Bread which came down from 
heaven, and (2) that the man who ate of it should live for ever. 
There are two distinct points of difficulty, and they are taken 
separately. 

(1) That One moving among men in the flesh had descended 
from heaven seemed incredible, but is it not still less credible 
that He should ascend to heaven ? Yet the former had 
happened (in the Incarnation); the latter will happen at the 
Ascension, and some of those present might be there to 
see it. 

(2) There is a real difficulty in believing that the eating 
of " bread " or " flesh " (v. 52) can. give life for ever (v. 58). 
" The flesh profiteth nothing." Flesh cannot transcend its 
own limitations. But to those who feed on the Flesh of the 
Son of Man, He will impart eternal life (v. 57), for although 
He " became flesh" (114), His origin and essential being is 
spiritual, and it is the characteristic of spirit to give life : To 
,rnvp,& lunv To two,rowvv. This is the promise to all future 
believers (see on 739). The words which He had spoken to 
them, and to which they took exception, are Spirit and Life: 
these are the key words of His teaching about Himself and His 
salvation. 

Some commentators, e.g. Meyer of a former generation, 
and Abbott (Diat. 22nb ), take &va~almv in this verse as 
referring to the Death of Jesus, as the beginning of His passage 
from the earthly to the heavenly sphere. But the usage of 
the verb in the N.T. is decisive against this. It never refers to 
the Crucifixion, but to the Ascension, and it provides a notable 
illustration of Jn.'s manner of writing, that here and at 2017 he 
introduces an allusion to the Ascension of Christ, whilst he 
does not state explicitly that it took place. 
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CwO?rotovv, ~ crap~ ol,K wcf,£Ali ol,Uv· TO. pfiµ,aTa & ly~ A£MA,,,Ka vµ,i.v 
7rV£VfJ,,O. ECTTLV Kal Cw~ ECTTLV. 64. ,l>..>..' £lcrtv U vµwv TLV£', ot ol, 
7rLCTT£VOVCTLV. i,8£L yap U &.px~s o ·1,,,crovs TlV£', £lCTLV oi µ~ 7rLCTT£VOVT£', 

63. TO '11'V£ufJ,U E<TTLV TO two'Tl'otouv. See for Cwo1roi£i.v as 
applied to the work of Christ, 521 ; and note I Cor. 1545• 

The contrast between flesh and spirit has already been 
before us in 36, where see the note; cf. also Mk. 1438, 1 Pet. 
J1846. 

rr uap~ o~K i:i♦EAEL o~Slv, "flesh avails nothing." For wrj,£A£iJJ, 
cf. 1219• There is no contradiction with what has been said 
before (v. 51), for Jesus does not say "my flesh" here. In 
every case is it true that flesh, without spirit, cannot quicken 
to eternal life.1 

Tel P~fl,aTa. a lyw AEhUA'JKO.. So ~BCDLNW®, as against 
>..a>..w of the rec. text. The " words " in question are the 
words of the preceding discourse. For Ta Mµ,aTa (never in 
the sing. in Jn.), see on 334• The p~µ,am of Christ are words of 
God (847 178), and as such belong to the sphere of spiritual 
realities, for God is Spirit (424), and of essential being, that is, 
of true life. They are spirit and they are life. 

For AaA£<JJ, see on 311 ; and cf. 820. 

64. But although His words were words of life, they were 
life only to those who believed, and so Jesus adds d.>..>..' Etulv l~ 
ufl,wv TLvE,, ot o~ m<TTeuouutv. 1rt<TTEv£iv is used absolutely, as at 
vv. 36, 47 (see on 17). 

Jn. is prone to comment on sayings or actions of Jesus that 
might not be easy for a reader to understand, 2 and here he 
adds n8EL yup KTA. ( c_f. J16), to emphasise the point that Jesus 
had not been speakmg great words of mystery (vv. 62, 63) 
without realising that some among His hearers could not 
appropriate them. 

n8EL yap l~ d.px~,, i'i ·1,.,. E~ &.px~s occurs in the N.T. only 
here and at 164, although it is found in the LXX (e.g. Isa. 
4021 4126, where it means " from the beginning of things "); 
but we have seen on v. 38 that &.1rC, and EK are not always 
distinguishable in Jn. He uses lt &.px~s as equivalent to &.1r' 
&.px.~s (i-t reads &.1r' &.p~s), which occurs 1527, 1 Jn. 27• 24 311 (but 
cf. 1 Jn. 11) in the same sense as here, viz. "from the time 
when Jesus first drew disciples round Him." From the moment 
when He began to observe their characters, He distinguished 
unerringly those who were faithful from those who were not 
(see 2 24). That Jn. means his readers to understand that from 

1 For patristic comments on this passage, see Gore, Dissertations, 
p. 303 f. 

• Cf. lntrod., p. xxxiv. 
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the moment of his call, Judas was known by Jesus to be the 
man who would betray Him is not certain. If that be his 
meaning, the passage provides a remarkable instance of Jn.'s 
doctrine of predestz"nation (see on 24, and especially on 1318). 

But we need not press U d.px~- so far that we must suppose 
that Jesus chose Judas as one of the Twelve, being conscious 
at the time that he would be a traitor; that would make the 
choice difficult to explain, in connexion with the true humanity 
of Christ. If the knowledge that Judas was untrustworthy 
came as soon as Jesus had studied him at close quart~rs, then 
i~ d.px~, is adequately interpreted. In any case, Jn. takes 
care, both here and in c. 13, to repudiate the idea that the 
treachery of Judas took Jesus by surprise. 

TL'ii lanv l, ,rapaSwawv aOT6v. Abbott notes (Diat. 2510) 

that o 1rapaM,crwv (D has o 1rapa8{8ov,) is the only instance in 
Jn. of a future participle with the article. 

The meaning of 1rapa8i86i,ai is often misunderstood, as 
Abbott (Paradosis passim) has shown at length. It means 
"to deliver up," but not necessarily "to betray." Thus it is 
used of the Jews giving up Jesus to Pilate (1830· 35• 36 1911), 

and of Pilate giving up Jesus to be crucified (1916), and also 
of Jesus " giving up " His spirit, i.e. dying, on the cross (1930). 

In none of these passages is treachery connoted or implied; 
and thus in the passages where 1rapa8i86vai is applied to the 
action of Judas (671 124 132• 11• 21 182.- 6 2120) we are not entitled 
to render it " betray.'' 1rpo8i8611ai (a verb not found in the 
Gospels, although Lk. 616 calls Judas 1rpo86rrJ,, as he un
doubtedly was) is "to betray," but 1rapa8i86vai is simply "to 
deliver up," and is a colourless word not conveying any sug~ 
gestion of blame. 

Jn. does not record any early predictions by Jesus that 
He would be " delivered up " to the Jews, as the Synoptists 
do (cf. Mk. 931 1083). In Jn. Jesus Himself does not use the 
word 1rapa8i86vai until 1J21. 

65. Knl D..EyEv. Jn. occasionally uses £A£y£v of the utter
ances of Jesus (2 21 • 22 518 66

• 71 827• 31 1233), and the force of 
the impft. tense must not be missed. Here reference is made 
to the saying of v. 44, a cardinal doctrine in Jn. (cf. v. 37 and 
327), viz. that the impulse to faith comes in the first instance from 
God; there were some who did not believe (v. 64), and one 
who would be a traitor among them, but this did not surprise 
Jesus. " He was saying" (all the while) that it was a funda
mental principle that God must " draw " a man to Christ. 
See Abbott (Diat. 2467), who, however, holds that in all cases 
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• ~ • , ~ ' ~ , ''0 ~ , " ' , ~ ~ ' , ~ • vµ.~v OTL O~OELS ovvaTat £A £LV 1rpo<;; µ.£ £av /LY/ YI owoµ.£VOV aVT'f' (/( 
TOV IlaTpo,;;. 

66. 'Et< TOIJTOV 7rOAAol TWV µ.a0YJTWV altrnv J.1n7A0ov (l, TO. o,r{uw 

a saying preceded by lAry£v is mysterious and not understood 
by the hearers. This can hardly be sustained; see, e.g., 66• 

8Ln ToilTo e'lp'IJKa.. This was the reason why He had given 
the warning of v. 44 (where see the note). He wished to 
anticipate criticism based on the non-success of His teaching 
with some people. For 8d1. TovTo, see on 516• 

iK Toil 11'a.Tp6s. The rec. adds µ.ov, but om. ~BC*DLTW® 
(see on v. 44). 

The defection of many disciples: the steadfastness of the 
Twelve, as indicated in the Confession of Peter (vv. 66-71) 

Verses 66-71 form the conclusion of Part I. of the Gospel. 
Hitherto the mission of Jesus has been accepted by many 
disciples, and has appeared to be full of hope (223 41• 39• 45 62). 

But He had not trusted Himself to all these adherents, for 
"He knew what was in man" (225). When the reach and 
difficulty of His doctrine begin to be realised, there is a falling 
away of disciples. Only the Twelve remain (and even of these 
one will be unfaithful). Here, at the end of c. 6, is the note of 
failure, suggested for the first time at v. 26. Henceforth the 
record is to be of a growing hate, culminating in rejection 
(see on 1236b).1 

66. iK TooTou, "thereupon." The great defection began at 
this point, and its immediate cause was the nature of the 
teaching which had been given. Cf. 1912• £K TOvTov in a causal 
sense is common in the papyri. 2 

otv is added after £K TovTov by ~D® and Jam. 13, but is 
unnecessary and is om. by BCL TNW. ToyrnyrroMor might 
easily become TOYTOyrroMor, and thus otv would get into the 
text (see Tischendorf, in foe.). 

11"0>..>..ol Twv 11a.8'1)Twv mhoil. BT insert £K before Twv µ.a0., 
but om. ~CDL W®. Cf. v. 60; and see on 140 671 124• 

Twv 11a.8'1JTwv refers to the outer circle of disciples (see on 
2 2), which would include the Twelve, although none of the 
Twelve failed Jesus at this point. A tradition ascribed to 
Hippolytus says that Mark and Luke were among the " seventy 
disciples who were scattered by the offence of the words of 
Christ," Jn. 663 being quoted loosely.3 

1 Cf. Introd., p. xxxiii. 
2 See Moulton-Milligan, Vocab. of N.T., s.v. iK. 
8 Fragm. on The Seventy Apostles. 
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KaL olJKETt µ£/ avrov 1r£pt£1r&.Tovv. 67. £l1r£v o~v O 'I11u0Vs- Tols 
SwSEKa M~ Kat v1u"is 0€11.ETE V'Tl'O.yuv; 68. d71'EKp{0'Y/ a-lmi, 'l{p,wv 

cl:rr~>..eov Ets Tel ,h·(uw, a phrase used again 186 • They with
drew or retreated from association with Jesus. For Eis Ta 
o'Tl'{crw in a figurative sense, cf. Ps. 4418. 

o&Kln p.n' a&Tou irEpte,nhouv, '' they walked no more with 
Him," a phrase which vividly suggests the itinerant character 
of His ministry. Cf. 71 n 54 ; and for the larger sense of 
71'Ept71'0.TEiv, see on 812• 

67. elirEv . . . Toi:s 8w8eKa. This is the first time that 
"the Twelve" are mentioned by Jn. (cf. v. 13). He intro
duces this familiar designation without having given any 
account of their being set apart by Jesus, as the Synoptists 
do (Mk. 314). So, too, he brings in Pilate (1829) and Mary 
Magdalene (1925), without explaining who they were. This 
is a feature of his way of writing: he assumes, on the part 
of his readers, an acquaintance with the story of Christ's 
ministry (cf. p. xciv). 

Jn. mentions " the Twelve " by this collective designation 
only 4 times (cf. vv. 70, 71, and 2024), and in every case there is 
a suggestion of desertion or unbelief in the context. 

p.~ Ka1 .:ip.ei:s 9l>..eTE oirc(yew; "Would you also go away?" 
The form of the question, p,~ Kal • • ., suggests that a negative 
answer is expected. Cf. i 7• 52 940 1817• 25 ; and see 215, the only 
other place in the Gospel where an interrogation beginning 
with p,~ is put into the mouth of J esu.s. 

V'Tl'O.yELv, "to go away," is a favourite word with Jn. It is 
applied to the disciples here and at 1516• See on 733 and 167• 

68. The Confession of Peter here recorded is not to be 
distinguished from the similar confession narrated by the 
Synoptists (Mk. 827'·, Mt. 16

13
'·, Lk. 918'·), although the 

details are different. The crisis in the Lord's public ministry 
which called it forth took place, according to Lk. as well as 
according to Jn., some time after the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand (Mk., followed by Mt., places it a little later, after 
the Feeding of the Four Thousand). Jn. says that the place 
was Capernaum, while Mk. and Mt. give Cresarea Philippi, 
30 miles to the north; Lk. does not give any indication of place. 
In all the Synoptists, the Confession of Peter was followed by 
the first prediction by Jesus of His Passion. There is no 
indication of this in Jn., who does not assign to any particular 
crisis the first announcement by Jesus that He was to suffer. 
Cf. J13· 14 653 g2s 1223• 25 1331 ; and see Introd., p. cxxxi. 
But in Jn., as in the Synoptists, the faithfulness of the 
apostles, for whom Peter was spokesman, as contrasted with 
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Ilfrpo, Kvpu, -rrpo, TLVa d7rEAEV<FOp.E0o; p~µ.aTa (w~. aiwvtov exns-
69. Kal ~µ.e'is 7rE7rL<FTEVKaµ.ev KOL iyvwKaµ.ev 6TL <FV El o • Ayws TOV 

the defection or incredulity of many in the outer circle of the 
Lord's followers, is brought out clearly. 

IlJJ,wv nfrpos. This is the only place in Jn. where Peter 
is represented as speaking on behalf of the rest, although 
he appears later as foremost to question or to intervene 
(cf. 136· 24. 36 202). 

irpos Tlva. &.ireAeuaoJ1-e8a; At an earlier stage, Peter had 
said, " Depart from me " (Lk. 58), but that was only a hasty 
word of humility. The question µ.~ Kal vµ.iis 0eAETE v1r&.yELv; 
is answered by another question. 

Peter's Confession is twofold in Jn.'s version. (1) "Thou 
hast words of eternal life "; this is the acceptance of Jesus as 
Prophet. (2) " Thou art the Holy One of God"; that is the 
recognition of Him as the Priest of humanity. 

p~Jl,aTa tw~s atwv(ou exet,. The immediate reference is 
to v. 63, and the teaching of v. 58. "Thou hast words (not 
the words) of eternal life," i.e. words which give eternal life, 
or the knowledge of it; see on v. 35 for the phrase "the 
Bread of Life." For p~µ.aTa, see on v. 63; and cf. Acts 520 

1r&.vrn Tn. p~µ.arn T~S {w~~ TaVT'YJ•· For {w~ aiwvios, see on 
315 ; and cf. vv. 27, 40. This is a favourite expression of Jn., 
who puts into his own accustomed phraseology Peter's con
fession of trust in Jesus. 

69. Ka.l ~Jl,ELS (emphatic; we, at least, the chosen Twelve) 
irem1TTEOKa.J1,EV Kal eyvwKaJJ,ev KTA. The order of verbs is 
different at I Jn. 416 ~µ.e'is l.yvwKaµ.Ev KOL 7rE1rL<FTEVKaµ.w; cf. 
178 ;yvw<rov •.• Kat l:1r{aTEv<rav. But, while Jn. does not lay 
down formulre as to the relative precedence of faith and 
knowledge in regard to the things of the spirit, his teaching is 
nearer the credo ut intellzgam of the saints than the intellzgo 
ut credam of the philosophers. The apostles had " believed" 
in Jesus, and therefore they ''knew" who He was. So, at 
any rate, Jn. makes Peter say. See on 336, and cf. 11 27 • 

au et. Cf. the Confession of Nathanael, <rv E! o vios Tov 
0eov (149). The Confession of Peter does not really transcend 
either this or the announcement of Andrew ,vp~Kaµ.Ev Tov 
Mea-<r{av (141). The Synoptic presentation of a gradual de
velopment of spiritual insight on the part of the followers of 
Jesus, in accordance with which it was only after a time and 
not all at once that they recognised Him as the Christ, has no 
place in Jn.'s narrative.1 His purpose in writing the Gospel is 
to convince men· that Jesus is the Christ (2031), and the stages 

1 Cf. Introd., p. cxxxiv. 
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®eou. 70. 0.7rEKp{071 al/'l'Ol'i b 'I71uov<; OvK EYW ilp,as TOVS .¾oeKa 
eteAe[rip,71v j Kal u ilp,wv er, Otri/30M, ECTTtV, 7 I. lAeyev 0£ TOV 

by which he, or others, reached this supreme conviction he 
does not stay to record. 

o aytos Tou 8eou. This is, undoubtedly, the true reading 
(~BC*DLW). The rec. (with N®) has b XptcrT6,, o vio, Tov 
/Jwv Toii ,wVTo,, which is the reading of Mt. 1616, and has 
naturally crept into the text here, by assimilation. Cf. also 
the confession of Martha, iyw 1re1r{urevKa on uv el o Xpiur6,, 
0 UtO', TOV fJwv (11 27). 

b iiyw, rov 0wv is the designation of Jesus by the unclean 
spirit of Mk. 1 24, Lk. 434• It is not a Johannine phrase, but 
may be taken here to mean Him whom God consecrated as the 
Christ (cf. Sv b 1rar~p ~y{auev, 1036). Cf. Acts 314 427• 30• iiyw, 
0wv is used of a Nazirite at Judg. 1J7 1617 ; and cf. iiyw, 
Kvpfov of Aaron at Ps. 10616. See 1i1 mfrep aytE. 

The commendation of Peter in response to his Confession, 
which is recorded by Mt. 1617, has no place in the other Gospels, 
and it does not appear here. But perhaps a reminiscence 
of it has already been recorded at 142, where see note. 

70. Peter had spoken for the rest of the apostles as well 
as for himself, and Jesus understands this to be so. " He 
answered them," a7reKp{071 avroi:, (D om. avToi:,). After avroi:,, 
~BCDNLW® have o 'I71crov,, but om. l'A. 

o~K iyw l°ifl,ii.s KT>.., "Was it not I (iyw being emphatic) 
who chose you, the Twelve?" (for oi owoeKa, see on v. 67). 
Cf. Lk. 613 EKAe[rip,evo, a7r' a&wv owoeKa, and also Jn. 1J18 

and 1516 oux ilp,e'i, P,E E[e>..i,acr0e, a,A,\' eyw l,,>..e,&.p.71v vp,as. 
The Twelve, the leaders of the new Israel, chosen to be the 
intimate companions of Jesus, were delz'berately selected by . 
Him from a larger number of disciples and followers. See 
on v. 64. 

Peter had spoken for the Twelve, and Judas did not dis
sociate himself from the great Confession of v. 69. None of 
the others suspected that he was less trustworthy than they. 
But Jesus, although he does not reveal who the traitor is, warns 
them that they are not all of one mind. " Of you," even of 
you whom I chose, "one is a devil." 

8t&.f3o>..os is an " accuser " (the word is applied to Haman, 
the Jews' enemy, in Esth. 74 81), but is used by Jn. always for 
Satan or one inspired by Satan (844 132, 1 Jn. 38• 16). At 132 

Jn. says that o oiri/30Aos put the idea of treachery into the heart 
of Judas, and at 1J27 that " Satan entered into him." One 
thus inspired is, himself, a " devil." Here · the process of 
moral deterioration had only begun, but Jesus detected its 
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'Iovoav l{µ.wvoi;; 'luKaptwTOV' OVTO<;; yap <µ.EAAEV 11'apao,86vai ain-6v, 
Eri;; lK TWV OwOEKa. 

beginnings. He observed that Judas was " giving place to the 
devil " (Eph. 427). See on 124• 

Some have found here a reminiscence of the rebuke te 
Peter, " Get thee behind me, Satan " (Mk. 833), which followed 
quickly upon his confession of faith, the idea being that 
the designation of Peter as Satan in the earlier record 
is here transferred to Judas, against whom Jn. had a 
special animus (see on 126). But this lacks both evidence 
and probability. 

71. ell.Eyev 8l KTA., " but He was speaking of . . .," a 
quite classical use of eAEyE. See on v. 65 above. 

'lou8av Ilp.wvoc; 'luKapu,hou. Nr~ support 'IuxaptwT'Y}V of 
the rec. text, but ~cBCL W give the genitive, '' Iscariot " 
being the appellation of Simon, the father of Judas. For 
'IuKapiwrov, ~*® and jam. 13 give the interpretative reading 
d71"o KapvwTov (see also 124 132• 26 1422 in D). Judas was the 
son of Simon, who was a man of Kerioth, ni•ip 1:i•~ and thus 
both Judas (see 124 132) and his father Simo~' (cf .. ,1326) were 
called "Iscariot." Kerioth may be the place called Kerioth
hezron (in Judah) at Josh. 1525, or may be Kerioth in Moab 
CT er. 4824); but in any case it was not in Galilee, so that Judas 
was the only one of the Twelve who was not a Galilrean. This 
explanation of the surname " Iscariot " is suggested in Jn. 
only, there being no hint of it in the Synoptists.1 

ep.eAAev (~BCLNW®) is to be preferred to the rec. ~µ.eUev. 
O~TO<; yup EfJ-EAA.EV '11"apa8,86va, aih6v. Cf. 124 0 µ.eAAwv aVTOV 

11'apaoio6vai. µ.I.AAELV may express simple futurity only (447), 

or it may connote intention (66 1422); but it may also carry 
with it the idea of predestined inevitableness, the thought 
of which is often present to Jn. (see on 24 314). It would be 
quite in Jn.'s manner to describe Judas as he who was destined 
to deliver Jesus up to His enemies. Cf. Mt. 1]22 µ.eAAu <', 
vioi;; TOV av0pw11'0V 11'apao{oou8ai, where JLEAA.Et certainly connotes 
inevitableness. For other instances of µ.eAAnv in Jn., cf. 735• 39 

u 51 1233 1832, the exact shade of meaning being not always 
certain. 

et, lK TWV 8w8EKCt. After eri;;, ~czr~NW® ins. Jv, but om. 
DC*DL. The Synoptists apply the phrase "one of the 
Twelve" to Judas only, and to him only in connexion with 
the Betrayal. But Jn. applies it also to Thomas (2024), the 
description always indicating surprise that one so favoured 

1 See Lightfoot, Biblical Essays, p. 143 ; Chase, Syro-Latin Text of 
the Gospels, p. 102 ; and the art." Judas Iscariot" in D.C.G. 
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V M , A ~ , , A ·1 , , , , '/3 , 'I A 

• • • I.' 1 ETU TavTa TJV EOpTTJ TWV ovoatwv, Kal ave TJ O TJU'OV'i 
w;; IepouoAvµa. 

as to be of the chosen companions of Jesus should be either 
incredulous or unfaithful (see on v. 67 above). 

It has been pointed out on 140 that Jn. prefers the form EI, 
£K to er, only when followed by a gen. plur., whereas the 
S ynoptists generally omit k Westcott suggests that £K in 
the present passage marks " the unity of the body to which 
the unfaithful member belonged." But this is too subtle an 
inference from what is only a habit of style; cf. ef, Twv µa07JTwv 
avrnv (Jn. 124). 

A. Wright (Synopsz"s, p. 31) suggests that O er, Tw·v oJ8eKa, 
applied to Judas (Mk. 1410), means "the chief of the Twelve," 
and compares rrJ µtcj, Twv ua/3/30-Twv (Mk. 162). It is difficult to 
believe that o eis could be written for o 7l"pwrns ; or that an 
evangelist writing many years after the event, when the name 
of Judas had been held up to opprobrium for a generation, 
should call him "the chief of the Twelve," without adding any 
qualifying words. See, for the precedence of Judas, on 1323• 

PART II. (V. VIL-XII.) 

Jesus goes up to Jerusalem far the Passover (V. 1) 

V. 1. The conclusion of Part I.1 tells of the continued 
faithfulness of the Twelve (667 • 68); and it can hardly be doubted 
that they went up to Jerusalem for the Passover as well as 
Jesus on this occasion. Hence, behind the story of the cure 
of the impotent man (52"9) there may have been the original 
testimony of some who were present. And inasmuch as 
in the Fourth Gospel fl.ETO. TauTa is the phrase which seems to 
mark the beginning of a new set of reminiscences dictated by 
John the son of Zebedee to the future evangelist,2 it is quite 
possible that the witness of John is behind cc. 5 and i 5•24, 

allowing for evangelical commentary and expansion in 520-30•3 

llop-ni Twv 'louSalwv, z".e. the Passover, which has already 
been mentioned in 64 as near at hand. This was probably the 
Passover of the year 28.4 

~CL~ read ~ EopT~, but the article is rightly omitted 
by ABDNW®. Its insertion is readily explained by the 

1 For the position of c. 5 in the text, cf. In trod., pp. xvii, xxx. 
2 Introd., p. cviii. 3 Introd., p. cxvi. 'See Introd., p. ciii. 
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preceding ryv. If 71 fopT~ were the true reading, the reference 
ought to be to the Feast of Tabernacles, which was pre-emin
ently the feast of the Jews. One minor uncial (A) for Twv 
'lovoa[wv reads TWV a(v/Lwv, rightly identifying the feast as that 
of" unleavened bread," i.e. the Passover. 

For the expression " a feast of the Jews," see on 2 13• 

K«l dvl/3'1 o 'l'IJaoils ei.s 'lepoa6~up.u. The Passover was a 
feast of obligation, and so Jesus went up ( av•f3YJ, the regular 
word for going up to the metropolis; cf. 2 13); but, as it seems, 
He went up privately and unaccompanied by His disciples. 
There had been danger of popular enthusiasm (615), which, 
if exhibited at Jerusalem, would have caused trouble. So 
it appears that He went up without making it known who 
He was; even the man whom He healed did not know His 
name (v. 13). His disciples, i.e. the Twelve, may have gone 
up to the feast, as would become pious men, but they do not 
seem to have been in attendance upon Jesus. 

o 'l'IJuoils. So ~C~@W, but ABDLI' om. o. See on 1 29• 

For the form 'Iepouo>..v/La, see on 1 19• 

Heallng of the impotent man at the Pool of Bethesda 
(vv. 2-9) 

2. tO"Tw 8~ lv TOLS 'lepouoMp.01,;;. The present tense (instead 
of ~v, as at 46) has been taken, e.g. by Bengel,1 as proof 
that the Fourth Gospel was written before the destruction of 
Jerusalem; but this would be a precarious inference, even if it 
were not ruled out on other grounds. An old man looking 
back on the city as he knew it, might naturally say "is," 
especially if he had in mind a pool or spring. The Sinai 
Syriac changes "is "to "was," and so does Nonnus. 

Ko>..up./3~6pu (from KoAv/L/3aw, I dive) is a pool deep enough 
to swim in; it occurs again in. N.T. only at 97 of the Pool of 
Siloam, but is a LXX word. 

The text of this verse is uncertain. BYJ0eu8a (which may 
mean " house of mercy ") is the rec. reading, following 
" Syrian " authorities (e.g. AC~@); BYJ0uaioa is read by BW 
and also by Tertullian, an unusual and strong combina
tion, but this spelling may be due to some confusion with 
Bethsaida of Galilee; B170(a0a has the support of ~LD, and is 

1 Cf. Torrey, Harvard Theol. Review, Oct. 1923, p. 334, who presses 
the force of l<TT,,, as representfng an Aramaic original, and holds that 
the Gospel must have been composed before Jerusalem had been 
destroyed. 
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probably original. Bethzatha was the name of part of the 
city, north of the Temple. 

evl tjj 1rpol31mKfi is the best attested reading (BCaNW), 
and it would mean that the pool was '' by the sheep gate " 
or "by the sheep market," the adj. 7rpo/3anKfj requiring a 
substantive to be supplied. In Neh. 31 1239 mention is made 
of the building of ~ 7rvA:r1 ~ 7rpo/3an1<~, which is believed to 
have been north-east of the Temple, and close to the present 
St. Stephen's Gate, by which flocks from the country enter 
Jerusalem. . 

ttcADL® have the aberrant reading ev rfi 7rpo/3anKf, which 
some Latin vss. perversely render in inferz"orem partem. The 
Western reading 7rpo/3anK~ KoAvµ/310pa, " a sheep pool," is 
supported by tt* 6I, Eusebius, and others. 

It appears, then, that E7rt rfi 7rpo/3anKf, KOAvµ/3-rjBpa must 
be adopted. But it has been suggested 1 that behind 7rpo/3anK1J 
lies the Aramaic tt:r;i~ii~, which means a bath; and then the 
original text would have· been, " There is a pool at the Bath, 
which is called in Hebrew Bethzatha (House of the Olive?)." 

The situation of this pool is as uncertain as its exact name. 
There are twin pools north of the Temple area, near the fortress 
of Antonia, which Schick identified with the 1<0Avµ/31)0pa of the 
text, but it is doubtful if these existed before the destruction of 
the Temple. Others have identified the "Pool of Bethzatha" 
with the '' Pool of Siloam" (97

) ; but- they seem to be specially 
distinguished by the evangelist. Many writers are inclined 
to find the Pool of Bethzatha in the Virgin's Well, anciently 
called Gihon, z".e. "the Gusher," which is periodically subject 
to a bubbling of its waters caused by a natural spring. This is. 
south of the Temple, in the Valley of Kidron, and we believe 
it to be the most probable site of " Bethzatha." 

~ em>..E)'Ofl,l!V1J 'El3pa.'ia-rl B118ta.8u. 'Ef3pa"iurl occurs only in 
Jn. 52 1913• 17• 20 20

16 and Rev. 911 1616 ; it signifies not the 
classical Hebrew of the O.T., but the Aramaic in common 
use. See on 138 for instances of Jn.'s habit of giving 
the Hebrew name of a person or place, along with a Greek 
equivalent. Here and at 1913• 17 he describes the place first 
in Greek, and then adds its Aramaic designation: he is not 
z"nterpretz"ng the Aramaic name (see on 425). 

For ~ £11"tA£yoµ,iv'Y], tt*D Jam. I have TO AEyop,EVOV. 
irEVT£ aToil~ exouaa.. These would have been cloisters or 

arched spaces round the pool similar to those which are 
1 See G. A. Smith, Jerusalem, ii. 566, and Lightfoot, Biblical Essays, 

p. 170; cf. also D.C.G., s.v. "Bethesda." 
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found in India near tanks. Schick claimed that such were 
to be seen at the twin pools which he discovered; hut this has 
not been generally admitted.1 Those who interpret the narra
tive symbolically, find the Five Books of Moses in the " five 
porches." We have already considered this method of inter
preting Jn.2 While symbolic meanings may easily be read into 
the narrative once written, there is no probability that it was 
originally constructed in so artificial a fashion. 

3. The picture of the sick people lying under the covered 
arcades (it would have been too cold at the Passover season 
to lie out in the open air) waiting for the bubbling up of the 
intermittent spring, which was supposed to have healing pro
perties, is most natural and vivid. 

lv TaUT<n,, sc. in the <noa{ or arches. 
KaTEKeLTo The verb does not appear again in Jn. The 

rec. text inserts 1ro,\v after 71'A~9os, but om. ~BCDLW. 
Tucf,Mw, xw>..wv, ~YJpwv, " blind, halt, withered." tYJpo{ were 

those who had atrophied limbs (cf. Mt. 1210, Lk. 68). The 
Western text (D a b) adds 1rapaA.vTiK;;w, but this is only a 
gloss explanatory of tYJpwv: om. ~A*BC*LW®. 

After tYJpwv, ,rapaA.VTLKWI', the rec. adds f.KDexoµ.lvwv njv TOV 
v8aTo, K{n7<nv. This, again, is a Western (and Syrian) ampli
fication; it is omitted by ~A*BC*L, although supported by 
DWI'.l® syrr. It was suggested by the mention in v. 7 of the 
disturbance of the healing waters. 

4. Verse 4, like the words <KDexoµlvwv ••• KLVYJ<nv, is 
no part of the original text of Jn., but is a later gloss. The best 
attested text of the gloss is thus given by Hort: O:yye,\o, 0£ 
(V. yap) Kvp{ov (KaTa. Kalpov) KaT£/3atV<V (V. eAOVETO) f.V Tfj 
KOA.vµ./3ry0pq. Kal frapa<F<FETO ( v. frapa.uue) TO v8wp· b Oi>V 1rpwTO<; 
lµ.{3a.c; [µ.eTa 7"Y/V Tapax~v TOV vOaTo,] vy1~<; <yLVETO oi''t' (v. <p) 8~1roT' 
oi>v (v. OYJ'll"OTE) KaTELXETO voir~µ.an. 

The verse is wholly omitted by ~BC*DW 33, the Old 
Syriac, the early Coptic versions (including Q), and the true 
text of the Latin Vulgate. In the Latin MSS. in which it is 
found, it appears in three distinct forms, the diversity of which 
provides an additional argument against its genuineness. 
The earliest patristic authority for it is Tertullian (de bapt. 5), 
the earliest Greek writer who shows knowledge of it being 
Chrysostom; his comment on the passage is : " An angel came 
down and troubled the water, and endued it with healing power, 
that the Jews might learn that much more could the Lord of 

1 Cf. Sanday, Sacred Sites of the Gospels, p. 55. 
s Introd., p. lxxxvii. 
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5. ~v a;. Tt'i av0pw1ro, EK£L Tptd.KOV'Ta Kat OKTW ET'r/ exwv El/ Tfi 

&.cr0w£{Cf, avrov· 6. TOVTOV l8wv o 'I17crov, KUTaKdp.£vov, Kat -yvovc; 6Tt 

angels heal the diseases of the soul." It is a marginal gloss 
which crept into some Western and Syrian texts, the chief 
uncials which contain it being ALr6.®. 

Linguistic evidence also marks the verse as not original. 
Thus the words £K8exop,a,, K{v17cr,, (here only in N.T.), KaTO. 

Ka.tpov (cf. Rom. 56, Num. 913), Ep./3a{vw (of going into the 
water; cf. 617), rnpaxiJ (here only in the N.T.), KaTexop,a,, and 
vocr17p,a (here only in N.T.) are non-Johannine. 

The healing virtues of the intermittent spring were ex
plained by the Jewish doctrine of the ministry of angels, and 
the explanation first found a place in the margin and, later, 
in the text. Cf. Rev. 166 for" the angel of the waters," z·.e. the 
angel who was believed to preside over the mysterious powers 
of water. 

5. The constr. TpiaKoVTa Ka.l <>KTW ETIJ exwv appears again 
in v. 6 1r0Avv xpovov EX£'· Cf. also 857 921 1117 for an acc. of 
the length of time, governed by exnv. 

Kal before oKTw is om. by Br6.@, but ins. i-:ACDLW; a..:OTou 
after &cr0£v£{Cf- is om. by Ar6., but ins. ~BC*DL@W. 

The man had been infirm for thirty-eight years; it is not 
said that he had been waiting all that time by the pool. 
That his paralysis had lasted thirty-eight years is mentioned 
to show that it was no temporary ailment from which he was 
suffering, just as it is told of the woman in Lk. 1311 that she 
had been infirm eighteen years, or of the lame man whom 
Peter cured that " he was more than forty years old " (Acts 422). 

There is no more reason for finding an esoteric significance 
in the number 38 than in the numbers 18 or 40. Or, again, 
in Acts 933, .tEneas, whom Peter cured of paralysis, is described 
as Jt frwv oKrw KarnKElp,£vov £1r). Kpa/3arrov. These eight years 
are not supposed to be significant as regards their number; 
and there is no more reason for supposing the thz'rty-ez'ght 
years of the text to symbolise anything. 

Those who seek for hidden meanings in the J ohannine 
numbers point here to the thirty-eight years of wandering 
mentioned in Deut. 2 14• But if Jn. had wished to indicate 
that the years of the paralytic's infirmity were like the years of 
Israel in the wilderness, it would have been more natural for 
him to have saidforty, not thirty-eight; for it was forty years 
before the Promised Land was reached. Cf. 2 20, 2111 ; and see 
Introd., p. lxxxvii. 

6. Jesus came, unknown by sight to the sick who were 
assembled at the pool. KO.L yvouc; eh, ,ro>.uv ~BYJ xpovov exu, 
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'' and when He knew that the man had been infirm for a long 
time," He addressed him. It is neither stated nor implied that 
this knowledge of the man's sad condition was supernatural. 
It may have been the common talk of the crowd at the Pool. 
See on 2 24 for the insight of Jesus into the character of men, and 
cf. 41s. 

0eAELS GyL'IJ<; yevea-8cn; sc., as we would say, "Would you 
like to be well ? " There is no need to press the force of 0tA.w;, 
as if Jesus meant that the man's own conscious effort of will 
must co-operate in the work of healing. That may be true 
in such cases, but 0/.>,w; here only conveys the simple question, 
" Would you like to be healed ? " 

We do not know why Jesus chose this man out from the 
crowd of sufferers at the pool. Perhaps attention was specially 
directed to his pathetic case by the onlookers. There is no 
suggestion that the man had any faith, nor did he display 
gratitude for his healing. He must have known that to point 
out Jesus as the agent of his cure (v. 15) would bring his bene
factor into danger. 

Abbott (Diat. x. iii. 268 f.) suggests that we must take the 
act of Jesus in connexion with His own comment. He did 
not select the object of His pity by arbitrary caprice, but " the 
Son can do nothing Himself, except what He sees the Father 
doing " (see on v. 19 below). He " saw " this particular act 
of healing performed by the Father in heaven, and therefore 
appointed to be performed by the Son on earth. But not only 
is such an explanation too subtle; it really explains nothing, 
for why should this particular sick man have been selected 
by the Father any more than by the Son ? 

The healing is perhaps, but not certainly, regarded by Jn. 
as supernatural (see 721), although he does not call it a " sign." 
But it is not represented as having any relation to the faith 
of the man that was cured. In this it is like the Synoptic 
story of the healing of a paralytic (Mk. 2, Mt. 9, Lk. 5), where 
it is the faith of those who brought the man to Jesus rather 
than the faith of the man himself that is commended. It is 
unlike the Synoptic story, in that the cure in the Johannine 
narrative does not seem to have impressed the onlookers 
at all. There is nothing here corresponding to '' they were 
all amazed and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this 
fashion" (Mk. 2 12). In Jn.'s story, everything turns on the 
fact that it was on the Sabbath that the man was cured, and 
it was this, and not the wonder of the healing, that attracted 
attention. See Introd., p. clxxviii. 
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avT4i o &.u0u,wv KvptE, llv0pw7rOV OVK i!.xw, i'.va <lTav Tapax0fi TO v8wp 
/3&>..v p.E d, 'T'Y]V KOAvp,f3~0pav· lv ie OE •pxop.at lyw, d'A'Aos 7rp0 lp,ov 
KaTa/3a{vE1. 8. 'Alyn avrip o 'I17uov, "Eynp£ J.pov TOV Kpa{3arrov 

7. KUpLE, uv8pw,rov o&K exw KT>-. The sick man explains 
that it is not his will that is deficient, but that he is unable, 
because of his infirmity, to get quickly enough down to the 
water when it becomes "troubled," because he has no one to 
assist him. (The paralytic of Mk. 2 3 was helped by four 
friends to get access to Jesus.) 

oT<w rnpa.x8fi TO iJSwp KT>.. Apparently the popular belief 
was that, when the water began to bubble at a particular spot, 
the person who first bathed at that point received relief, but 
that the spring did not benefit more than one. He who came 
second had to wait for cure until another overflow. 

LVO. ••• IM>-n fJ.E ELS T~V Ko>.up.l31j8pa.v. /3aAAEIV, "to cast," 
implies rapidity of movement, which would be impossible for 
an invalid without assistance. 

j3u>.n, So t-:ABC2DLW@: the rec. has /30.'A'Av, 
EV i Se lpxop.m lyw KT>-. " But while I (Eytil being 

emphatic) am coming, another steps down before me." 
8. ly£Lpe c1pov KT>.. Jesus ignores the belief of the sick 

man about the healing waters of the pool, to which He makes 
no reference. Nor does He, as in the case of the Synoptic 
paralytic, give him a word of spiritual consolation (Mk. 26) 

before He heals him. Nothing is said to the man, except the 
sharp command, i!.yup£ O.pov TOV Kpa/3aTTOV <TOV Kal 7r£pL7rU.T£t, 
" Get up, take your pallet and walk. " The words are almost, 
identical with those of Mk. 2 11, but there the evangelistic 
comment is that they were effectively spoken in order to show 
the wondering bystanders that He who spoke them had really 
the spiritual authority to forgive sins. Here is nothing similar. 
As has been said (v. 6), there is no clear proof that Jn. regarded 
the healing of the man at Bethesda as miraculous, nor need 
we do so. The patient obeyed a sudden, authoritative order 
to stand up and walk, and when he tried he found that he 
could do it. That may be the whole of the matter. However, 
no disciple is expressly said to have been present on the occasion; 
and the story, which may have come to the evangelist at second 
or third hand, is told in barest outline. 

lyeLpe (t-:ABCDW@) is to be preferred to the rec. i!.ynpai. 
Kpaf3arro, (grabatus), a pallet or mattress, such as was 

used by the poor, is said to be a late word of Macedonian origin, 
and is not approved by Phrynichus. It occurs in the N.T. 
again only in Mk. 2 2•12 655, Acts 515 933, and always stands for 
the bed of a sick person. 
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CTOV Kat 'ITEpL'ITO.TEL. 9. Kat £Mew, lyevETO vyi~, & /J.v0pw1ro,, Kat ~PEV 
T0v Kpa{3aTTOV al,ToV Kal 7rEpLnr&:r£L. 

"Hv 8£ cra/3/3aTOV lv £KE{J/'{J Tyj ~/1-EP'f· 10. EAEyov otv o[ 'lov8ai'o1 
r«;i TE0Epa7rEVJLEV",! la/3/3aTOV £CTTLV, KU! OUK etEcrT{v CTOL J.pai T0l' 

irepura.TEL. So in Lk. 523 ; but at Mk. 211, Mt. 96, we have 
• ' ' ? I V1TayE EL', TOV OLKOV CTOV. 

9. Kal efi&lwc; eyEVETO OyL~<; <> av8pw,roc;, Kal ~pev TOV Kpa/3aTTOV 
mhou Kal 1repLe1rUTEL. In the parallel, Mk. 2 12, we have ~y/.p0q 
Kat EiiBv, /1.pa, TOV Kpa/3aTTOV lfrj>..0Ev eµ.1rpocr0Ev 'ITO.VTWV. In both 
cases EWF.w, or Ev0v, carries the sense of immediate consecu
tiveness (Lk. 525 has 1rapaxprwa). The word is not common 
in Jn. (621 1330• 32 1827 1934), and he always uses it thus, 
whereas it is often used in Mk. only as a conjunctive (see 
on 122). 

That the cure was not merely for the moment is s.hown 
by the man's walking away, as is also indicated in the Synoptic 
story. 

The language of Jn. 58• 9 closely resembles that of Mk. 2 11• 12, 
although the stories are quite distinct. Jn. may have availed 
himself of the words of the earlier evangelist to describe a 
somewhat similar scene at which he was not present, and of 
which he could not give the exact report of an eye-witness. See 
Introd., p. xcvii. 

~v 8£ u&.(3(3aTov ev eKelvn Tfi ijµlp~. This is the point of 
the story for Jn., as also at 914 where Jesus healed the blind 
man. The healing on the Sabbath was the beginning of His 
controversies at Jerusalem; this was the first occasion on 
which He had openly violated the law at the metropolis; 
but cf. Mk. 2 23-36 for His earlier claim in Galilee to be Lord 
of the Sabbath, which had already attracted the attention of 
the Pharisees. 

The Jews object to Sabbath healz'ngs, and Jesus replies by 
the analogy of God's working (vv. 10-19) 

10. For oi. 'lou8ai:oL, see on 1 19• This is the designation 
throughout the Gospel of the leading opponents of Jesus, i.e. 
the strict Pharisees, as distinct from the simple folk whether in 
town or country (ox>..o,). Cf. vv. 13, 15, 16. 

T'\' Te8epaireup.EVI(>, 0Epa1rEvm is found only here in Jn., while 
it is common in the Synoptists. Cf. v. 13 below. 

un/3/30.TOV EO'TLV, Kal OOK E~EO'TLV O'OL ctpaL TOV Kpn/3aTTOV. The 
bearing of burdens on the Sabbath was forbidden (Neh. 1319, 

Jer. 1721). The Rabbinical law was, "If any one carries any
thing from a public place to a private house on the Sabbath 
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Kpd.(3aTTov. II. s. 0£ &:1rEKp{0-rJ av-rot, ·o 7/'0t'rlCTa, JJ,E {ryi~, £KE'iv6, 
JJ,Ol Ei1TEV 1' Apov TOV Kpd.{3a-r-r6v CTOV Kat 7t'Ept7t'd.-rn. 12. ~pw-rricrav 
av-rov T{, ECTTLV O t1.v0pw1t'OS O ei7t'wV CTOL 1' Apov Kat 7t'Epl1t'O.T£l; 13. 0 
0£ la0,,, OVK fion -r{, €CTTLV" o yap 'Iricrov, UtvEVCTEV oxAov 6v-ro, EV 

... intentionally, he is punished by cutting off (i.e. death) 
and stoning" (Shabb. 6a, quoted by Lightfoot, Hor. Hebr.). 

After Kpaf:laTTov, ~C*DLNW® add crov (as at vv. 8, 9), but 
om. ABC3r~. 

11. The rec. text omits 6s 8,1 before cbruprn'IJ with D; but 
AB ins. the words, ~C*L WN® giving o o/. 

For o.1reKpi'.811, ~*W have ,hrnp{va-ro; but see on v. 17. 
o 1roi~uas fLE i'.iyiij, <KeC:vos fLOL et1rev KTA. For this emphatic 

use of eKe'i:vo, in Jn., see on 18. The man's excuse was 
reasonable. He who had cured him, by giving him power 
to get up and walk, had bidden him carry away his bed; surely 
it was pardonable to obey His command? The excuse was 
accepted, and the man was not blamed by the Jews : they 
go on to ask who it was that dared to give such an order. 

12. After f)pwT'IJaav, the rec., with ACLWr~®, ins. o~v; om. 
~BD. 

TLS eanv o av8pc.mos o et1rwv <rot, " Who is the fellow that said 
this to you?" t1.v0pw7t'o<, is used contemptuously. The Jews 
do not take any notice of the fact that the man said he 
had been healed; they complain only of the breach of the 
Sabbath law involved, not in the healz'ng but in the order to 
carry the bed. As Grotius says: " Quaerunt non quod miren
tur, sed quod calumnietur." But from 723 it is apparent that 
the real gravamen of the charge made in this case by the Jews 
was that a work of healing had been done on the Sabbath, 
although they prefer here to put forward the technical point 
about carrying the bed home. 

See on 916, where the Sabbath was broken in a different 
way. 

The rec. text has -rov 1<pd./3a-rr6v crov after c!pov, but om. 
~BC*L. The words have come in from v. 1 I. 

13. The man that had been healed did not know who his 
benefactor was. Jesus was not yet a familiar figure to all and 
sundry at Jerusalem. He had gone up to the Passover, 
privately, unaccompanied by His band of disciples (see on v. 2) 
which would have marked Him out as a Rabbi. This must 
also have made it easier for Him to slip away unnoticed in the 
crowd. 

For ta8e[<,, see on 447 • D has &.cr0,vwv. 
•~EVEUO"EV ox>..ou OVTOS £V Tc:> Tom:i, " He (had) turned aside 

(cf. 444 for this use of the aor.), a crowd being in the place." 
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r<fi T67r<f>· 14. MErfl. ra'Vra EfJp{<FKEt a/irDv O 'l11uoV~ £v r'f) iEp<p Kai 
el1r£V avT4' •1oe vyt~<; ylyova<;' P.,'Y/K£Tt aµ,ap-rave, iva µ,~ XELpov uo{ TI 

ylvrirni. 15. d1r~,\0ev O av0pw1ro<; Kal el1r£V TOL<; 'Iov8ato,., OTL 

lKvevnv (~D* have the simple lvevu,v) does not appear again 
in the N.T., but it is found in the LXX (Judg. 1826, 2 Kings 
2 24 2316, 3 Mace. 322), being a variant for £KK,\ivnv at Judg. 418• 

illvwrrev here expresses that Jesus had quietly moved away; 
cf. 859 1039 1236• 

For T<>ir<:i, ~* has the variant µ,lu'f. 
14. fLET<l rnurn, i.e. subsequently, not immediately after

wards. See Introd., p. cviii. 
e&p(uKEL a{/Tov b 'IYJuous lv Ti:i iepi:i- Apparently, Jesus sought 

out the man, as He sought for the blind man whom He cured 
on a later occasion (935 ; cf. 143). It has been conjectured 
that the man had gone to the Temple to offer tlianks for 
his recovery, but there is no evidence for this. The i,p6v, or 
sacred precinct, was a common place of resort; and Jesus, 
finding him there, gave him a word of grave counsel. 

i'.8e (a favourite word with Jn.; see on 1 29) i'.iyL~S ylyovas· 
fl'l)K€TL cl.fLnprnvE KT>-. For P.,'YJK€TL ap.apTav,, see [811 ]. We cannot 
tell what the man's sin had been, but quite possibly it had been 
the immediate occasion of his loss of health; if so, it had been 
terribly punished by an infirmity continuing for thirty-eight 
years. There was a prevalent belief that sickness was always 
due to sin (cf. Ps. 386 10717, 1 Cor. 1130), and a Talmudic say
ing asserts that '' the sick ariseth not from his sickness until 
his sins be forgiven." But the moral of the Book of Job is 
that sickness is not always to be regarded as punishment for sin, 
and this seems to have been suggested by Jesus, when the case 
of the man born blind was put to Him (see on i). In the 
absence of knowledge as to the antecedents of the impotent 
man of the text, " Sin no more, lest a worse thing befall thee " 
is not susceptible of complete explanation. 

Cyprian (Test. iii. 27) quotes "jam noli peccare, ne quid 
tibi deterius fiat," to illustrate the danger of sin after baptism, 
by which a man has been "made whole "-a characteristic 
comment. 

J. H. Moulton 1 has called attention to the curious fact that 
the Greek words here fall naturally into anapiests: 

vyt~<; ylyova,;· fl-'YJK(0' aµ,ap-rave, 
iva µ,~ xe,pov ao{ TL ylvriTat 

-a tolerable, if not perfect, couplet. This is, ot course, a mere 
accident. Cf. 435• 

1 Cambridge Biblical Essays (ed. H. B. Swete), p. 483. 
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'I17uov, f<TTLV O 71"0t~<Ta, awov vyiij. 16. Kat OUJ. TOVTO lUwKOV oi 
'Iovoa'iot 'TOV '117uovv, 6TL TQVTa E7l"O{Et EV ua/3/30.T!J,!• 17. 0 OE 

US. Kul. et'!l'ev To'i:s 'lou8u(OLs KT~. et'!l'ev is read by 11-:CL, but 
av~yyei.\ev by ABrN® and a7r~yyei.\ev (which means the same 
thing, " reported " ; see on 1625) by D. 

The man went off and reported to the Jews who it was that 
had healed him, as soon as he had identified Him. But there 
is no reason to suppose that this was due to ingratitude, or 
that he meant to betray his benefactor. He had good reason 
to fear that severe punishment would follow his technical 
breach of the Sabbath, despite his excuses (v. u), and he may 
have desired to propitiate the ecclesiastical authorities, without 
meaning that any harm should come to Jesus. They were 
entitled to know all that he could tell them about a breach of the 
Sabbath. His action may have been like that of the Jews 
who reported the raising of Lazarus to the Pharisees, without 
any malevolent intention (u46). Yet, in any event, his conduct 
stands in contrast with that of the blind man who was healed 
later on (933-38). 

16. Kctl. SL(\. TOuTo o18lwKov KT>.., " And for this cause the Jews 
began to persecute Jesus, because, etc." The force of the 
imperfects, ,o{wKov, l:rro{n, l(~Tovv (v. 18), must not be over
looked. This was the first open declaration of hostility to 
Jesus by the Pharisees of Jerusalem, and its immediate cause 
was His first open violation of the Sabbatical law. l8{wKov, 
"they began to persecute Him "; OT• :«ilTa ol'll'ole, olv uaf3j3uT(!', 
"because He began to do these thmgs on the Sabbath." 
Cf. Mk. 36, where a similar cause is assigned for the first 
exhibition of enmity to Him in Galilee. 

oul Tovro, "for this cause," referring to what follows (not, as 
more commonly, to what precedes, e.g. 665), is a favourite opening 
ph~ase with Jn. Cf. v. 18 847 1017 1218• 39, 1 Jn. 31, and Isa. 246 

Ota. TOVTO apa. (OETat 'T~V yijv, on 'qJLO.pTO<rav oi KQTOLKOVVTE, aw~v. 
After TOV 'h1uoilv the rec. with Ar~® inserts Kat l(~T<ivv awov 

a7roKTei:vai (from v. 18), but om. here ~BCDLW. 
17. d.'!l'eKptvaTo (1 aor. mid.) is found in Jn. only here and at 

v. 19; a7reKp{017 occurring more than 50 times. Abbott 1 points 
out that while a7reKp{017 is the colourless "answered," atreKp{vo.To 
carries the sense of " made public and formal answer " to a 
charge or accusation that has been made: '' He made His 
defence," in reply to the prosecution or persecution of the 
Jews (lotwKOJ!, v. 16). Cf. ov8i,, R7rEKptvaTO (Mk. 1461, Mt. 2712, 
Lk. 2J9). See also 1223 1338 1834. 

1 Diat. 2537; see, for illustrations from the papyri, Moulton· 
Milligan, s. v. o.1r0Kp£,oµ,a.,. 
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The defence of His technical breach of the Sabbath which 
Jn. here ascribes to Jesus is different from most of the sayings 
on the subject of which the Synoptists tell. Thus in Mk. 34, 
Lk. 69, Jesus confounds His critics by the simple question, " Is 
it lawful on the Sabbath to do good?" when they objected 
to His cure of the man with the withered hand. In Mt. 1211, 

Lk. 1J15, He puts the case that no one will scruple to pull a 
sheep out of a pit or to water his cattle on the Sabbath (cf. 
728, where appeal is made to a similar principle). In Mk. 2 25, 

Lk. 63, Mt. 123, He appeals to O.T. precedent to show that 
necessity may override strict law, and in Mt. 128 He appeals 
to the saying that God prefers mercy to sacrifice (Hos. 66). 

But in Mk. 2 28, Mt. 128, Lk. 65, He lays down the principle 
that " the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath " 1 This prin
ciple contains in germ the argument which Jn. puts forward 
here, in a different form. 

o ,raT~P p.ou EWS iipn lpyaternL, Ka.yw ipyatop.m. Here is 
claimed by Jesus the same freedom with regard to the Sabbath 
that belongs to God Himself. God instituted the Sabbath for 
man, but the law of its observance does not bind Him who 
gave the law. 

Philo points out that God, the Author of nature, does not 
observe the Sabbath: " Having ceased from the creation of 
mortal creatures on the seventh day, He begins with other more 
divine beings (lliaru1rwuewv). For God never ceases making 
(1ravETal yap OV0£7l"OTE 1TOL1';,v O 0eo,), but as it is the property of 
fire to burn and of snow to chill, so it is the property of God 
to make (ovTWS KQL 0eov TO 1TOLEtv) " (Leg. All. i. 2, 3). And, 
again, IIo,wv O 0eo, OlJ 1TQVETQl (I.e. i. 7). 2 

Justin Martyr quotes a saying from the old man to whom 
he owed his conversion, to the effect that the heavenly bodies 
do not keep the Sabbath, opa.TE On Ta UTOLXELQ OVK apye'i. ovlle 
uaf3/3aTi(ei (Tryph. 23); and the same idea is expressed in the 
Odes of Solomon: " He rested from His works; and created 
things run in their courses and do their works, and they know 
not how to stand or be idle" (Ode xvi. 13). · 

Such thoughts were prevalent in Jewish circles, and it is 
to the idea that God Himself does not share the Sabbath rest 
of man, that appeal is made in this saying which Jn. ascribes 
to Jesus. Thus Origen rightly says that Jesus shows in Jn. 
517 that God does not rest on earthly Sabbaths from His pro
vidential ordering of the world, the true Sabbath of God being 

1 Cf. Introd., p. cxxv. 
2 Cf. also Clem. Alex. Strom. vi. 16, p. 813 P. 
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18. Sul 'TOV'TO ovv µa) .. >..ov ,,~'TOVI' av'TOJI o, 'IovSai:oi a?TOK'TELvai, O'TI 
ov p,ovov £AVEJ/ 'TO ua/3/3aTOv, a>..>..o. Kal Iladpa ZSiov fAE)IEJ/ 'TOJ/ ®Eov, 
icrov €aVT0v 1rotWv -r'e ®€i. 

the future rest when He shall be all in all.1 And the Syriac 
commentator Isho'dad, who wrote in the ninth century, but 
whose interpretations preserve much older material, in like 
manner represents Christ as saying here: " Do I allow the 
circuit of the sun . . . the flowing of the rivers . . . the birth 
and growth of men together and the energies of all living 
beings about everything ? These are things which are accom
plished by means of angels, according to His will, and these 
things are done in the feasts and on the Sabbaths and at every 
hour." 2 

Thus the ancient interpretation of o ?TaT~P µov ews apn 
,pya,eTai is clear. The words express the idea (obvious when 
it is expressed) that God does not keep the Sabbath ews apn, 
that is, hz"therto (see 2 10 1624, 1 Jn. 29). God's working has 
not been intermitted since the Creation. He works, goes on 
working uninterruptedly, until now. The rest of God is for 
the future, as Origen points out. 

Kdyw tpy«toii,m, " And I also work," sc. in the same way. 
That is, Jesus claims not only that He may call Godo ,ra~p µov 
(" my Father," in a unique sense; see on 2 16), but that His 
relation to the Sabbath law is not different from that of God 
Himself. This is the Johannine form of the Synoptic saying, 
"The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath," expressed in 
mystical and uncompromising fashion. 

18. This declaration provoked the Jews to indignation. 
8ul TouTo (see on v. 16) o3v (om. ~D, but ins. ABCL) ii,ciUov 
et~Touv mhov ot 'lou8aLot d.1roKTELvm. The phrase " sought to kill 
Him" is repeated 71. 19. 25 837· 40. 

oi'.I ii,ovov ~UEV TO 11n/3/3aTov. For Al!ELJ/ in the sense of 
" break," " set at naught," as in Mt. 519, cf. 723 1035, Moulton
Milligan's Vocab. (p. 384) cites from papyri of the third century 
B.C. f(I.J/ SJ 'TL'i TOV'TWJI 'TL Al!'Y/t, Ka'Tapa'TO'i <<FTW, and also AVEll' 'TO. 
?T£V0'Y/, "to break the period of mourning," i.e. to go out of 
mourning. 

That Jesus was setting Sabbatical rules at naught was the 
primary cause of the Jews' hostility to Him; but it was a much 
graver offence that He claimed to have Divine prerogatives. 
This they treated as blasphemy (cf. 859 1036, Mk. 27, Mt. 2665). 

It need not be doubted that the breaches of the Sabbath 
which Jesus countenanced provoked the first suspicions of His 

1 Origen, in Num. Hom. xxiii. 4 (Lommatzsch, x. 282). 
• Horte Semiticte, No. v. p. 234 (ed. M. D. Gibson). 
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19. 'A11"EKp{varo ovv O 'll]CTOVS Kat V1.eyev avro'i, 'Aµ,~v aµ,~v 
>..iyw vµ,'iv, ov ovvarat o Yio, 7l"Ot£tV acp' fourov ovUv, llv µ,~ Tt {3Alrrv 
TOV Ilaripa ,rowvvra' & yap llv €KELVOS ,rotfi, ravTa Kat o Yio, oµ.o{w, 

opponents at Jerusalem (as in Galilee, Mk. J2), and that the 
incident of the healing of the impotent man on the Sabbath 
is historical. Jn. is here true to fact, but he is not interested 
so much in Jewish Sabbatical doctrines as in the Divine Per
sonality of Jesus, 1 and so he dwells at great length on the 
doctrine of Jesus as the Son of God which is implied in His 
claim to be Lord of the Sabbath. 

irarepa 'tSiov i>.eyev, "He was calling God His own Father," 
in a special sense, as indeed the words b 1rar~p µ,ov of v. 17 
implied. Cf. Rom. 832 o t8w, vio,. 

tuov eaurov iroiwv Tw &ew. This was the form in which His 
Jewish enemies defined th~ meaning of His words (cf. 1033 197), 

and there is a sense in which their complaint might be justified. 
But the actual phrase i'.CTo, 0£«;, is not part of the claim of Jesus 
for Himself (see on 1428 o 7ra~p µ,£{(wv µ.ov l.CTri), and Paul's 
phrase is i<Ta 0£ci>, which refers to the attributes rather than to 
the person of Christ (see Lightfoot on Phil. 26). It is not 
taught anywhere by Jn. that Christ is i'.CTo, 0e<;J, for that would 
seem to divide the Godhead (cf. 0£o, ~v o ,\oyo,, 1 1). 

19. For d.ireKplvaTo, see on v. 17. 
d.f.L~., d.,_..~., >.lyw ~,...;:.,: see on 161 • 

For o utos used absolutely, see on 317• 

o& SuvaTat o ULOS 1TOLELV d.cj,' EaUTOU o&Slv. Cf. Ol/ Ovvaµ,at lyw 
71"0tELV a1r' l.µ.avrov ovoev (v. 30), and see i 8 828 1410• So 
Moses had said (Num. 1628), and it is true of every man that 
"he can do nothing of himself," but only what God empowers 
him to do. Here, however, the thought is deeper. It is that 
the relation between the Father and the Son is so intimate, 
that even the Son of God can do " nothing of Himself." His 
works are the works of the Father (cf. v. 17) who sent Him (see 
on 317). He has l.~ovCT,a (see on 1018), but it is always a dele
gated authority. It is a moral impossibility that He should 
do anything "of Himself," 8.v ,...~ Tt ~>.lirn Tov irarlpa irotouvra, 
"unless He be seeing the Father doing something." Thus the 
Incarnate Son is represented as continually seeing on earth 
what the Father is doing in heaven, and as Himself doing the 
same thing. 2 The action of the Father and the Son is, so to 
say, coextensive; cf. 1410• 

a ya.p a., 4!Ke\:vos iroifi KTA., " for what He, the Father, does 
(see on 18 for iKe'ivo, in Jn.), the Son does likewise." 

1 Cf. Burkitt, Gospel History and Transmission, p. 239. 
2 See Abbott, Diat. 2516. 
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This mystical doctrine that the Son cannot do anything 
except what He sees the Father doing has verbal affinity with 
the teaching of Philo. He speaks of the -rrp«r/3vrnTo'> vi6,;;, 
or -rrpwToyovo,;;, as one " who imitated the ways of the Father 
and, seeing His archetypal patterns, formed certain species " 
(µ.iµ.ovµ.£vo,;; TO.<;; TOV -rraTpo'i ollov,;;, -rrpo,;; -rrapall££yµ.aTa &.pxl:nnra 
<K£lvov /3"11.l-rrwv. lµ.6pcpov £L01J, de con/us. ling. 14). 

Ignatius (Magn. 7) has the words wu-rr£p otv o Kvpio,;; d'.v£v 
TOV -rraTpo,;; OVOfV l-rro£11u&, ~vwµ.l.vo,;; i:\v (cf. Jn. 1030), OV'T€ lli' 
fovTov ovn Ilia. Twv &.-rrouT6A.wv, which appear to be a remiI).iscence 
of Johannine texts such as the present passage and 828 • 

.Discourse on the relation of the Son to the Father 
(vv. 20-29) 

20. Vv. 20-29 form a section by themselves. They deal 
with the secrets of the Divine Life, and unfold in some degree 
the relation of the Son to the Father, thus providing an ex
planation of, or commentary on, the mystic words of v. 17, 
" My Father worketh hitherto, and I work," and of v. 19, "The 
Son can do nothing of Himself." As at other points in the 
Gospel (see on 316), it is impracticable to distinguish precisely 
the evangelist's own commentary from the words which he 
ascribes to Jesus. The formula "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you," which precedes vv. 19, 24, 25, a/ways introduces words of 
Jesus Himself, and this must be the intention here. And vv. 
28, 29, seem also to be placed in His mouth. But the use of 
wu-rr£p yap at the beginning of v. 21 and again at v. 26 (wu-rr£p 
does not appear again in Jn.) suggests that vv. 21-23 and vv .. 
26, 27, may be comments of the evangelist on the sayings of 
Jesus introduced by d.µ.~v &.µ.~v in vv. 19, 24, 25. This is like 
Jn.'s use of yap elsewhere (see on 316).1 It will be observed 
that the third person is employed throughout in vv. 21-23, 
26, 27. We do not return to the first person until v. 30, where 
the opening words are the words of v. 19. 

It is possible that the sayings of vv. 24, 25 and 28, 29 belong 
to some discourse different from that which was addressed to 
the Jewish cavillers about work on the Sabbath day; but the 
argument of this section (vv. 20-29) is quite consecutive (see 
on v. 28). 

o yo.p 1raTf)p cl>L>..E"i Tov ut6v. D reads &.ya-rr~ from 335 (where 
see note). "The Father loves the Son, and so exhibits 
to Him the things which He Himself does." rpLAE'iv expresses 

1 Cf. Abbott, Diat. 2066b. 
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& alrrOi;; 1rott'i', Kai µ.El{ova .,-oVrwv Ot:{~Et aVr~ Epya, i'va -liµ,E'i~ 
0avµ,a(71TE. 2 I WU"Trep yap O ITaT~P i.ye{pei TOVS VEKpovs KaL 

more than the intimacy of friendship; it is here equivalent 
to &.ya1riiv (see on 335 and 21 17), and expresses the mystery of 
the Divine Love, of the Father for the Son. This is so com
plete and unreserved that all the Father's works are displayed, 
as they are being wrought, to the Son. No reference is made 
to any limitation of the Incarnate Son's knowledge of the 
future, such as is indicated in Mk. 1332 ; the statement is that 
the Son has complete cognizance of all that the Father does 
in the present. 

Ka.l 11eltova. TOOTwv Se(~eL a.ih~ lpya., " and greater works than 
these (sc. healing miracles such as the cure of the impotent man, 
which had disquieted the Jews so much) shall He show Him." 
In the following verses, these " greater works " are specified, 
viz. that of raising the dead, and that of judging mankind. 

The miracles of Christ are described in Mt. u 2 as His :pya, 
and Jn. applies this description to them frequently (536 73• 21 

1025• 32• as 1412 1524), as he does to the "works" of God (434 628 

93 174 ; cf. Ps. 959). For God there is no distinction in kind 
between "natural" and "supernatural" works. And the 
works of Christ are actually the works of God: o ,ra~p lv lµ,ol 
µ,lvwv 71"0tEL TO. ;pya avTOV (1410). See on 721• 

iva. lifLELS 8a.u11«t1JTE, vµ,ei:s is emphatic, '' you, incredulous 
Jews." The healing miracles did not so much arouse their 
wonder, as their jealous indignation (there is no hint that 
the cure of the impotent man caused any wonder); but the 
"greater works" of raising the dead, and of judgment, could 
not fail to make them marvel. Such astonishment may pass 
into admiration, and thence into faith (cf. Acts 413). 

Later on, it is promised to the faithful disciple that, in 
the power of Christ's Risen Life, he too should do " greater 
things " than those which had attended the Lord's public 
ministry: µ,d(ova TovTwv r.o,-q<rei. But this is not in contempla
tion here. See note on 1412. 

21. The first of the " greater works " specified is that of 
the " quickening " power of Christ, in raising the dead. The 
power of death and life is a Divine prerogative (Wisd. 1613), 

"Yahweh kills and makes alive" (Deut. 3239, 1 Sam. 26 

0avaToi: Kat {woyovei:, 2 Kings 57 0avaTw<rat Kat (wo,roi~<ra,). 
Several times in the daily prayer of the Jews, the Shemoneh 
Esreh, which in substance goes back to a period before the 
first century,1 is God invoked as One who" quickens the dead." 

1 Cf. Schurer, Jewish People in the Time of Christ, Eng. Tr., Div. u. 
ii. p. 85. 
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(w01roie'i, 01/TWS Kal. 0 Yio, Otis 0£AEt (wo1TOtEt. 22. ova( yap t, 
Ilar~p KplV£t ovafra, &.A.Ad. T~V Kpfow 1TO.<TaV a,awKEV TI(' Yicii, 
23. lva ,r&,vT£S Ttp.W<rt T0v YiOv KaOWs Ttµ.Wui T0v IlaTEpa. A µ~ 
nµwv TOV Yiov ov nµij. TOV Ilaripa TOV 1rlµifravTa avr6v. 24. &.µ~v 

Cf. 0eov TOV (wo1TOLOVVTOS TOVS VEKpov<; (Rom. 417), and also Rom. 
811 o iye[pa<; EK JIEKpwv Xpt<TTOV l']O'OVV (wo1TOL~O'H Kat Td. 0V']Td. 
<TtiJµara ilp.wv. So here we have t, 1TaT~p eyelpEL TOUS VEKpous Kal 
two1roLEL, lyelpHv being used of God's " raising " of the dead, 
as it is at Mk. 1226• 

This Divine prerogative also appertains to the Son: oifrws 
Kal /, utc,s oOs 8l>..eL two1roLeL. Paul has the same doctrine of 
Christ, as 1TVevµa tw01rowvv (1 Cor. 1545 ; cf. 1 Cor. 1522), 
revivifying the dead. two1roie'iv is not used here in a spiritual 
sense only (as at 663 ; cf. Eph. 26), although that is included in 
its meaning; the significance of the verse as specifying one of 
Christ's "greater works " is that He is declared to be one who 
has power over the death of the body, so that it is His to 
" quicken " whom He will. He is the Resurrection as well 
as the Life (1125). 

oOs 8lAE.L. His will is final as to who are to be 
"quickened," just as there is no appeal from God's will 
(Rom. 91s). 

22, 23. The second of the " greater works " of Christ is 
that of judgment, a prerogative which has been already im
plied in oti, 0D\£t of the preceding verse, for all judgment or 
separation between the evil and the .good is a selective process. 

Judgment is the prerogative of God (cf. Deut. 1 17), for to 
be perfectly administered it demands omniscience. But this 
tremendous office has been "given" (see on 336) by the Father 
to the Son. 6 1ra~p Kp(veL o&8lva, &.>..>..a. ~v Kplow miaav 
8l8wKev rw uiw. The doctrine of the Son of Man as the final 
Judge or' maiikind has been already examined (see Introd., 
pp. cxxvii, clvi; d. J17). Here is added the Divine reason 
for this delegation of judgment to the Son by the Father. 
It is 'lva 1rnvTES TLj,l,WO'L TOV uiov Ka8ws TLj,1,WO'L TOV ,rarlpa.. 

The Jews were dishonouring Jesus ( cf. 849) in accusing Him 
of blasphemy (v. 18), but worship is His due, for the honour 
due to the Father is His. With the thought that they who 
dishonour Him dishonour the Father, cf. 1523, 1 Jn. 2 23, and 
Lk. 1016• 

TLJl,civ is found in Jn. again at 849 1226, and is generally used 
by him of the honour due to Christ or to His Father. 

TOV 1Tej,1,lj,avTD. aOTOV: see on 317• 
24. In vv. 24, 25, the thought is of spiritual life and death, 

the believer in Christ possessing already eternal life, and the 
VOL. I.-16 
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&.fL~V >..Jyw VfLlV JTL o TOV >..6yov fLOV &.Kovwv KaL ,rt(TTEVWV T'{' 
1rEfL,ftavT[ fLE txn (w~v alwvwv, Kal £1, Kpluiv OVK lpxETal &.>..>..a 
fLETa/3J/371Kev EK TOV 0ava.Tov el, T~V (w~v. 25. &.fL~V &.fL~ >..Jyw 
' ... " ,,, . \ ... ' ., ' ' , , ... VfLLV on epXETaL wpa Kai vvv E<TTLV OTE 01 VEKpot aKovuovuiv T7J• 

words of eternal life being proclaimed in the ears of the spiritu
ally dead that they too may hear and live. In vv. 28, 29, the 
reference' is to the future life, the voice of Christ being a voice 
of power at the Last J udgment, even as it is now. See on 
V. 28. 

O./J.~v a/J.~v ... : see on 151• Here this formula introduces 
two distinct assertions, both surprising in their majestic claims 
of power, in vv. 24 and 25 respectively. 

o Tov Myov /J.OU ciKoowv • • • " he that hears my word " 
(cf. 843 ; and for &.Koveiv followed by an accusative, see on 38), 

Kal maTEowv Tiii 1rlp.i!ia.VT( p.E, " and believes Him that sent me." 
To hear with the outward ear is not enough; the inward 
response is essential. There must be the belief in Christ 
(315, where see note), which is the same thing as belief in 
the word of Him who sent Him (1244). For the "sending" of 
the Son by the Father, see on 317• 

ex£1 tw~v a.lwv1ov. The obedient believer has eternal life, 
as a present possession. See on 315, and cf. 1 Jn. 512• 

KUL £LS Kplaw oGK EPXETUL, Cf. 318 0 1rl<TTEVWV el, awov ov 
Kpf.vETat. The believer '' comes not to judgment "; that has 
already been determined.1 None the less, the prayer of 
humility will always be /L~ elui>..0y, d, Kpf.uiv fLETa Tov 8ov>..ov uov 
(Ps. 1432). 

a>..>..&. /J.ETa./3l/3'1JKEV EK Tou 8a.vchou ds ~v tw~v. Some Latin 
versions try to escape the force of the pft. tense by the render
ings transit, transiet, and Nonnus in his paraphrase has 
rtEmL EK 0avaroto; but this is through misunderstanding. Jn. 
is quite clear that the believer has " passed from death into 
life," into the eternal life which begins here. Cf. oWafLEV Jn 
fLEra/3e/3~KafLEV EK Tov 0avarov ek TrJV (w~v (1 Jn. J14), the reason 
for such assurance being added, Jn &.ya1rwfLEv Tov, &.8EAq,ov~. 

25. ot vEKpol ciKooaouaw KTA, Even those who do not believe, 
who are spiritually dead, are not beyond the range of Christ's 
words. They, too, may hear and live. This is one of those 
extraordinary assurances which must be introduced by the 
solemn adjuration &.fL~V &.fL~V. It is, as it were, a corollary or 
sequel to v. 24; see on 151• 

Of the quickening of the physically dead at the Last J udg
ment, it is said in v. 28 lpxErai wpa, but of the spiritually dead 
in the present, epXETUL wpa. Ka.l vuv EaT1v, as at 423, where see 

1 See lntrod., p. clx. 
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<j,WVTJ', 'TOV Yiov TOV 0wv KOL oi UKOV<TOYT£', l;,~<TOV<TLV. 26. W!T7rEp 
yap O Ua-r~p EXEL l;,w~v EV fov-r0, Ol)TW', KOL T<p Yiip £0WKEV l;,w~v •xw, 
Ev £avT<e. 27. Kal Efovcrlav E0wK£v aVT~ Kp{<rtv 1rot£Lv, 6Tt YlO~ 

note. To treat Kai vvv e<r-r{v as an editorial interpolation here 
is to misunderstand the sequence of thought in vv. 24-29. 

oi veKpo{ here are the spiritually dead, as at Eph. 2 1• 6 514• 

"They shall hear (cf. aKovwv in v. 24) the voice of the Son of 
God." It is · not only His sheep who may hear His voice 
(1016), but those also who have not yet learnt to follow. Note 
that dKovEw with the gen. carries the meaning of '' hearing 
with appreciation"; see on J8. 

Tou uiou Tou 6eou: see on 134• It is only in Jn. that this title 
is put into the mouth of Jesus (1036 u 4); while he often em
ploys it when writing in his own person. 

B has ci.Kouuouaw, but NL W read aKov<rw<riv, the rec. having 
&Kov<rov-rai. Also the rec. l;,~<rov-rai (AI'~@) must give place to 
t~uouuw (t-:BDLW). 

26. 6\(J"ll'ep yap l, ira~p KT>.. Verses 26, 27, repeat (from vv. 
21, 22) that the Father has given to the Son (a) the quickening 
power and (b) the authority of judge, which are prerogatives 
of Deity. 

Verse 26 deals with the power of life. To Hebrew thought, 
no less than to Greek, God is the Living One : '' With thee is 
the fountain of life " (Ps. 369). Thus the Father " has life in 
Himself," and so He gave" to the Son to have life in Himself," 
iv fouTw being emphatic. (For w<r1rep, see on v. 20 above.) 
To " h'ave life in Himself" involves the power to give out life, 
or to quicken. 

This " giving " has been interpreted of the mystical com
munication of life sub specie teternt'tatis by the Father to the 
Son in His pre-incarnate state; and the statement would then 
point to the Logos doctrine of the Prologue (cf. esp. 1 3, " In 
Him was Life," and the note in foe.). This is possible (see 
on 1724); but the thought of the Father " giving " to the 
Incarnate Son is frequent in Jn. (see on 335 above). It is better 
to interpret e8wKev as in the other passages in the Gospel, where 
it is applied to the Father's gifts to Christ as manifested in the 
flesh (see on 172). Christ is, in any case, "the Living One" 
(Rev. 118); but the significance of ,8wKev here is the same as 
that suggested by the words, " I live because of the Father " 
(657). The Divine power of life is delegated to Him, as is the 
Divine prerogative ofjudgment, which Jn. sets forth in v. 27. 

27. The rec., supported by DI'6.0 and some O.L. texts, 
has Katbefore Kp(uw; but om. N°ABLW. 

E~ouu(av e8wKEV a,hl\': see v. 22. The e,ow{a is that of 
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172 ; cf. also Mt. 2818• The Father "gave to Him authority 
to pass judgment, because He is the Son of Man," 1 to whom, 
as we have seen, 2 the tremendous office of Judge is assigned in 
Jewish apocalyptic. 

It has been suggested that the absence of the article before 
ui.os &v8pw11'ou here is significant, and that we should render 
"because He is a son of man," the meaning being that the 
office of the Judge of men is committed to Christ because He 
is Man, an affinity of nature between Judge and him who is 
judged being essential for just judgment. But the title '' Son 
of Man" occurs repeatedly in Jn. (see on 151), and several times 
in connexion with the thought of Him as Judge. It would be 
strange if in the present passage, where His office as Judge 
is emphasised, another explanation of the phrase should be 
necessary. 

The absence of the article before vio, &v0pw1rov is not to be 
pressed. Official titles have a tendency to become anarthrous, 
and this has happened here, although elsewhere in Jn. we have 
0 vio, 'TOV &v0pw1rov. If we are right in regarding vv. 20-29 
as, in part, a commentary by the evangelist on what Jesus 
actually said to the Jews, then it is the less surprising to find 
vio, &v0pw1rov instead of o vio, 'TOV &v0pw1rov, which never occurs 
in narrative. The latter is a designation of Himself used by 
Jesus in all four Gospels, but is not employed by the evangelists 
when referring to Him. 

28. p.~ 8aup.ateTE TouTo (cf. v. 20). This is not to be con
nected with the statement "because He is the Son of Man," 
as Chrysostom suggested, and as is implied in the Pesh. Syriac 
and in a. It has been stated that the Father has given to the 
Son the power oflife and authority to pass judgment (vv. 26, 27), 
in reference more particularly to the spiritual life of men in 
this present world (vv. 24, 25). But what is still more wonderful 
(here is indicated the mind of the first century), these powers 
of quickening and ofjudgment extend to the physical awakening 
of the dead and their judgment in the body at the Last Assize. 
The argument is : The Son is to do greater works than works of 
healing, in order that the observers may marvel (as apparently 
they had not done when the impotent man was cured, v. 20); 
these greater works include the power of awakening the spiritu
ally dead, and of being the Agent of judgment in this life, as to 
belief and unbelief (vv. 24, 25). This, indeed, is marvellous, 

1 This is the true construction, as supported by Syr. cur., the O.L., 
Origen, and Paul of Samosata ; see on v. 28 for Chrysostom's rendering. 

• See v. 22, and Introd., p. cxxvii. 
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1rcfvre~ oi iv Toi~ µvY]µ,e{oi~ d.KoVuovuiv Tij~ cf>wvij~ alrroV, 29. Kat 
£K1rop€lJCTOJITUL oi 7(1, &:ya6il 7rOl~(TilVTE~ el~ &vClCTTUO"lV ,w~~, ol Ta 
<f,av>..a 1rpatavn<; d<; &va<TTa<Tw Kp[uEw<;. 

but the greater marvel is what will happen at the Last Day, 
when the dead in the tombs shall be quickened by the voice of 
the Son of God, and final judgment shall be pronounced by 
Him on good and evil. 

Such a doctrine, no doubt, has its roots in Jewish eschatology, 
but the Fourth Gospel cannot be understood unless it be 
realised that Jn. has not abandoned this, while he lays his 
emphasis on the spiritual conceptions of eternal life and judg
ment in the present, which were taught by Jesus (see Introd., 
p. clxi). Verses 28, 29, have been thought to be" materialistic," 
but they cannot be torn from the text as an interpolation or 
later addition ; 1 they are an integral part of the argument. 

With p.~ 8aup.atETE, cf. 37 and I Jn. 313• 
epxETm wpa.: see on v. 25 and on 423 

With O.KQl)(J"OUCJ"LY tjs cj>wv~s mhoil, cf. I 1
43 <f,wvfi JJ,Eya>..u 

<Kpavyu.uw, Aa(apE, OEvpo Uw. 
,ravTEs oi. ev Toi:s p.Y1Jp,Efots KT>... This is a plain statement 

of a general bodily resurrection, both of good and bad, such 
as is suggested in Apoc. of Baruch 50, 51, 2 Esd. 732f·. In 
the N.T. it is explicitly asserted in Mt. 2546, Acts 2416, 

2 Cor. 510 ; and it is frequently implied in the Synoptic reports 
of the words of Jesus (e.g. Mt. 529• 30 1028, Lk. u 32). That 
Christ is the Agent of this Resurrection, so far as the righteous 
are concerned at any rate, has appeared 639f·. He " makes 
alive" both in this world and at the Day of Judgment; such 
is the consistent teaching of Jn. 

As at v. 25, the MSS. vary as to d.KoucroucrLv (B), &Kovuwuw 
(~L6.NW 33), and dKOV<TOVTlll (ADr@). 

29. The word d.va.crTa.crLs is used by JEschylus (Eum. 648) 
of "rising up " from the grave, that is, of " resurrection." 
In the LXX it is infrequent, and occurs with this meaning at 
2 Mace. J14 1243 only (cf. Ps. 66tit). The Synoptists have it 
in the narrative of the questioning Sadducees (Mk. 121sr., 
Mt. 22231·, Lk. 20271·); and, besides, Lk. has the phrase "the 
resurrection of the just" (1414). We have &vaumui<; in Jn. 
again at u 24• 26 • 

There are the two resurrections: one of lzfe, the other of 
judgment. For the former, cf. 2 Mace. J14 (TOt JJ,EV yap &vaum<TL<; 
Ei, (w~v ovK lumi. The two are mentioned together Dan. 122. 

For Tel cj>a.u>..a. ,rpa.sa.vTES (1rpa<T<TOVT£<; D), see on 320• 
1 Wendt (Gospel acc01'ding to St. John, pp. 131 ff.) argues that 

vv. 28, 29, cannot belong to the original form of the discourse 
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30. Ov Ovvaµ.ai lyw 11"0L£lll a,r' lµ.avTOIJ ovSl.11· Ka8wi; aKOVW 
Kplvw, Kat -q KpL<rL<; -q l.µ.~ OLKa{a £UTLV, 6Tl ob {71rw TO 8£>1.71µ.a T~ 

l.µ.ov &,,\,\a TO (}l_,\71µ.a TOt 11"£P,1/faVTO'> µ.£. JI. 'Ea.11 l.yw µ.apTvpw 

Life and judgment begin in this world, but the life once 
secured continues eternally, the future judgment being already 
anticipated. The evil-doer is to rise after death, for a judgment 
which, although predetermined, has not yet been fully exhibited 
or revealed. See on 318f,. 

Jesus appeals to the witness to His claims provided by God 
(vv. 32, 37), by the Baptist (v. 33), by His own works 
(v. 36), and by the O.T. (v. 39). 

30. The discourse returns to the first person, from the 
third ; the thought, " I can do nothing of myself," returning 
to v. 19, where see note (cf. 828 a11"' l.µ.avTOV 11"0LW ov8'v). 

lµ.avToi; is used by Jesus of Himself 16 times in Jn., never 
in the Synoptists, where it occurs only Mt. 89, Lk. f· 8• 

Ka8ws dKoow r<plvw, i.e. " as I hear from the Father (see 
on v. 19), I judge." The authority to judge is delegated to 
Him (v. 27) ; and His judgments are righteous because they 
reflect the judgments of God Himself. ~ Kpluis ~ l.p.r, 8,Kala 
e<rT<v (cf. Ps. 711 of God, the Righteous Judge) is repeated 816 

in the form -q Kplui,; -q l.µ.~ a,\71{}iv~ E<rTLV. There is no self-will 
in the passing of these judgments, oo ttJTW To 8EAtJp.a To l.p.ov, 
but rather To 8EAtJp.a Tou 1rlp.lj,aVTos p.e. For this last phrase, 
see 638• 39• 40, where it recurs, and 434• Cf. especially the notes 
on J16, 11. 18, 

Thus to seek that God's will be done, in every decision of 
life, was perfectly realised only in the Son of Man Himself. 
But the precept of Rabbi Gamaliel may apply to every man, 
however imperfectly it may be obeyed : " Do His will as if 
it were thy will, that He may do thy will as if it were His will." 1 

The rec. adds 11"aTpoi; after Tou 1rEp.lj,aVTos p.e (cf. 640), but 
om. NABDLNW 

31. The argument in vv. 31-37 is that the proclamation 
by Jesus of His own claims and authority did not depend, as 
the Pharisees naturally urged, upon His individual testimony. 
He admits that if the witness which He bore to Himself was 
merely that of one man, it would not be sufficient. " If I 
bear witness of myself, my witness is not true," i.e. it need 
not be taken as true, for (of course) a single witness may speak 
truth even in his own case. But He urges that, apart from 
the "witness" to Him which was given by John the Baptist 

1 A both x. 4, quoted by Westcott, in Joe. 
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to the Pharisees when they made inquiry (v. 33), upon which 
He does not rely (v. 34), there is the "witness " of Another, 
greater immeasurably than John (vv. 32, 34). The "witness" 
of the " works " which He did is really the " witness " of 
God (v. 36), without whom they could not have been done, and 
in whose Name and by whose authority they were done. The 
argument in. 814-17 is different. He does, indeed, appeal there, 
as He does here, to the fact that the " witness " of the Father 
corroborates His own, and that therefore the requisite "two 
witnesses " are present in His case (817) ; but He goes on to 
claim that His consciousness of Divine origin (v. 14) and the 
intimacy of His union with the Father justify Him in the 
assertion, paradoxical as it might seem to His opponents, that 
His self-witness must be true. lyw <iµ.i b µapTvpwv 1r£pt lµ.avTov 
is the claim and the style of Deity (818). 

Here, however, He is represented only as saying that His 
individual witness is confirmed by the witness of God. 

env eyw fl,apTupw ,repl er-auTou, ,j fLO.pTUp(o. fl,OU O~K ECJTLV d.>.,118~,;. 
This challenges comparison with 814, where the sentence is 
verbally repeated, with the omission of ovK: " If I bear witness 
of myself, my witness is true." 

The Jewish maxims as to evidence were rigidly and pedantic
ally observed in the subtle disputations of the Rabbinical 
schools. One was that two witnesses at least were always 
necessary for the establishment of any matter of fact (Deut. 1916). 

To this maxim allusion is made 2 Cor. 131, 1 Tim. 519 ; and 
Jesus quotes it as a rule at Mt. 1816• Another, not less weighty, 
rule was that a man's evidence about himself was suspect. 
Wetstein quotes the Mishna (Ketuboth ii. 9), "homo non 
est fide dignus de se ipso." That, indeed, is a common 
maxim of law everywhere; cf. Demosthenes, 2 contra Steph. § 9 
/J-"pTvpliv yap oi v6µ.oi ovK lwuu, o.vTov fow0, Now when Jesus 
enunciated lofty claims for Himself and for His mission, He 
was challenged to substantiate them, and all arguments con
ducted with the Rabbis had perforce to fall in with their 
doctrine as to what constituted valid evidence. The arguments 
here (vv. 31-39) and at gt2-19 seem to a modern reader pedantic 
and unattractive in form, precisely because they reproduce 
modes of thought and speech which are foreign to our Western 
culture. They are not like the arguments of Greek disputants ; 
but their Rabbinical flavour is an indication that they have been 
faithfully reported by one who was himself a Jew, and to whom 
Jewish scholasticism was not strange or unfamiliar. In arguing 
with the Rabbis, Jesus did not shrink from arguing on their 
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0 µa(>TvpWv 1r~pl. lµoV, Kal ol8a 6Tt a.A.170~~ l<TTtv 'YJ µapTvp{a ;,, 
µaprvpli 1rept •µov. 33. vµe'i:;; 6.1TE<TTctAKQTE 7rpO;; 'Iwav-qv, Kal 
µ£µ.aprvp'YJKEV riJ 6.A'YJ0e{q.· 34. •yw 0€ ov 1rapa &.v0pw1rov T~V 

principles, and had He refused to do this, He could not have 
gained a hearing at Jerusalem at all. See Introd., p. lxxxii. 

32. a>..>..os EO'TLV & µaprupwv irepl. lµou (cf. 818). To interpret 
a>..>..o;; of John the Baptist, as is done, e.g., by Chrysostom, 
makes havoc of the argument which follows. Cyprian (Epist. 
lxvi. 2) rightly interprets a'.Uo;; of the Father. Blass 1 cites, in 
illustration of such a use of aAAo,, h:schylus, Suppl. 230, K6.Ke'i 
OtKa(n ... Zev<; aA.Ao<;; and Abbott (Dial. 2791) quotes a 
passage from Epictetus (iii. 13. 13-14), where God is reverenti
ally described as Another (aUo;;), who guards men's lives. 
Cf. 1410. 

The present participle µaprvpwv should be noted: "There 
is Another who is bearing witness concerning me," this witness 
being continuous and a present reality at the time of speaking, 
whereas the witness of John the Baptist is spoken of in the 
past tense (vv. 34, 35). According to the arrangement of the 
Gospel text which is followed in this commentary (see on 61), 

John the Baptist was dead at the point in the ministry of Jesus 
which has now been reached (cf. v. 35). 

For ot8a. (N°ABLNW@), N*D and Syr. sin. have oWaTe, 
a reading due to the mistaken interpretation which treats 
aUo, as referring to John the Baptist. 

Ka.l. ot8a. on &>..'Je~s ,uriv ~ µa.prup[a. KTA., "and I know 
that the witness which He witnesseth of me is true." No one 
could know this as the Speaker knew it; cf. •yw oloa avrov OTl 
1rap' avrov eiµi (J29). 

The reference to God the Father as His witness is an 
illustration of the saying o 7t'aT~P µe[(wv µov er:rTt (1428), and 
helps to explain it. Philo lays down the principle that " he 
who bears witness, in so far as he does so, is superior to him of 
whom witness is borne," o µaprvpwv, 1rap' or:rov µaprvpe'i, KpefrTwv 
e<TTlV Tov <Kµaprvpovµlvov (de sacr. Abelis et Caini, § 28). 

33. uµELS <11rEO'T!lAKO.TE irpos 'rwaV'JV, " Ye sent to John" 
(cf. 1 19), and his witness was trustworthy, Ka.l. /Leµa.prup'JKEv TU 
a>..'18elq., as was the purpose of his mission (17), a purpose which 
was also that of the mission of Jesus Himself (1837). 

34. But, tru 0 as was the witness of the Baptist, it is not 
that upon which Jesus relies. iyw is in contrast with vµe,;; of 
the preceding. iyw 8e oO ,ro.pa. av8pwirou 'NJV µaprup[av >..aµj3avw, 
" but the witness which I accept is not from man." For r,1,, 
11-apTvp[av >..aµ/3a1,eiv, of accepting testimony as adequate, cf. 

1 Grammar of N.T., p. 180. 
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p,aprvp{av Aap,(3&.vw, aAAa TaV'Ta >..lyw iva V/UL<; uw0~TE. 35. £KELVO<; 
~v o >..v;xvo, o KULOJLEVO<; Kat cpaCvwv, VJLEL<; 0€ ~0EA7J<FUTE ayaAAta0~vat 
7rpos 6Jpav £V T<e <pWTt m'iTOV. 36. lyw 0€ exw T~V p,aprvplav p,e{(w 

311• 32• See I Jn. 59 d TTJV p,aprnplav TOW av0pw7rwV Aap,/3&.l'Op,ev, 
~ p.apTvp{a 'TOV 0u,v p,eltw11 £<FT{v. 

a.>.>..a., '' nevertheless "; although He did not rely upon the 
witness of John, He referred to it because it was of it that the 
Pharisees had made inquiry (119), and He would remind them 
of this. mum >.lyw, " I say these things," z·.e. about the 
Baptist's testimony, i'.va. up.e'is uw8,jTE, " in order that you (who 
made inquiry) may be saved." lt was the final cause, of the 
mission of Jesus, iva. uwOff o Koup.o, (see on J17 for uw(nv). 

35. lKe'ivo; (much used by Jn. to mark out the subject of a 
sentence; see on 18) ~v (the use of the past tense shows that 
the ministry of John Baptist was over; see on v. 32) o >.oxvos 
o Kauip.evos Kal cj,alvwv, "the Lamp that burns and shines." 
The Baptist, as Jn. has said (18), was not the Light (,,-o cpw,), 
but he was a lamp whose shining illuminated the darkness. 
"Non Lux iste, sed lucerna," as the Latin hymn has it. Cf. 
oi ,\vxvo, Katop.evot (Lk. 1236), and especially 2 Pet. 119, where 
prophecy is compared to >..vxvo<; cpaivwv £V uilXP.T/P'f' T07r't', (WS Oil 
~p.ipa o,avy&.un. When the Light comes, the lamp is no longer 
needed. 

A lamp not only burns as it gives light, but it burns away, 
and so it was with the Baptist, who decreased as His Master 
increased; but this is not necessarily .implied here. 

David is called the ,\vxvo, of Israel (2 Sam. 2117); but the 
sentence ~,,-o{p.aua >..vxvov ,,-4> xpiu,,-<ii p.ov (Ps. 13217) came to 
be applied by the Fathers to John the Baptist, the metaphor 
of John as the Lamp being widely adopted. It is said in 
Ecclus. 481 that the word of Elijah was like a burning torch, 
w, >..&.µ,m, £KaleTo ; and, if there were any evidence that Elijah 
was compared traditionally to a Lamp, we might suppose 
that the description in the text of John, the new Elijah, as 
>..vxvo, carried an allusion to this. But Ecclus. 481 does not 
provide sufficient foundation for such a theory. 

Op.EIS 8£ ~8e>.~<FO.TE d.ya.>.>.ia8,jvat (so ~ABDr.l®N; but LW 
have ayaAAtau0~vat) 1rpos ~pa.v lv T'\' cj,WTL mhou, " You were 
pleased to rejoice for a time in his light," words which remind 
the Jews of how popular John Baptist had been (Mk. 15, 

Mt. J5 u 7 2126 ; and cf. Jn. 1 19), and of the fickleness of those 
who had been attracted to him, like moths to a lighted candle. 

aya>..,\,&.oµa, occurs again 856 • 

36. But Jesus does not rest His claims on the witness of 
the Baptist (cf. v. 34). lyw Si exw '")V p.apTupla.v p.eltw (this 
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TOV 'IW<fvov' Ta. yap '-pya 11 OEOWK£V µ,oi o IIaT~P lva TEAW.ouw a{mI, 
aiha Ta epya 8. 'll"OLW, µ,apTvpe'i 7rEpt lµ,ov 6n O IIaT~P JJ,E &:1r£UTaAKEV, 
37. Ka~ o 1rlµ,ifta;; /J,E IIa~p, €KEWOS µ,eµ,apTVp'r]KEV 7rEpt lµ,ov. Ol)rE 

is the true reading, µ,dl;wv of ABW being due to misunder
standing) Toil 'lwavou, "but I {iyw being emphatic) have 
witness greater than that of John " ; cf. vv. 3 2, 3 7, 1 Jn. 59• 

The works which He did were witness that His mission was 
from God. 

For this conception of the lpya of Jesus as His "witness," 
see 1025 ; and cf. Mt. 114, Lk. 722, where He bade John's disciples 
report His works of healing to their master as sufficient proof 
of His Messiahship. Faith which is generated by the witness 
of such " works " is not faith in its highest form (cf. 1038 1411 ; 

and see 2 23), but to reject their witness is sinful (1524). Cf. 
also J2. 

For the lpya of the Son, see on v. 20 above. They are 
described here as " the works which the Father has given me 
(see on 335) to accomplish." And at 174 Jesus is represented 
as claiming that He had accomplished them, the words used 
being almost the same as in this verse, To lpyov TEAeiwua;; 8 
oiowKa;; µ,oi tva 1roi~rrw. 

For 8l8wKEV (~BLI"'NW) the rec. with ADA® has lowKe,,. 
With lva. TE>..etwcrw cf. 434• 
a.1ha. TO. epya. a 'll'OLW p.a.pTupeL 'll'Epl tfl,OU. The repetition of 

a-irra Ta epya is conversational. Cf., for similar words, 1025 

1411• The thing which is established by these lpya is that 
Jesus had been " sent" by the Father, oTL 6 'll'«TIJP fi,E ci'll'lCTTahev. 
This is His claim throughout. See on 317 for this conception 
both in Jn. and in the Synoptists; and cf. 1142• 

37. 6 'll'Efl,lJ,a.c; fi,E 'll'«TIJP· We cannot distinguish between 
1riµ,1rw here and cl1rorrTl.\.\w in the preceding verse ; see 
on J17• 

The rec. a-irr6;; has the support of ANI"'A®, but tKELvoc; of 
NBLW must be preferred; see on 18 for £Ke,vo;; in Jn. 

f1,Ef1,«pT6p'IJKEv 'll'Epl lfi,oil. Cf. 818 ; and see v. 32. We have 
already had the indirect witness of the Father to the Son, 
through the epya which the Son did (v. 36), but the Father's 
witness is also direct, and this is indicated, although the argu
ment is abbreviated to the point of obscurity, in vv. 37, 38. 
The reasoning is as follows: 

"The Father, who sent me, has borne witness of me. 
True, He is not a visible witness: you cannot see God's form 
or hear His voice with the outward ear. But to those who 
accept Jesus, the message from God that He is His Son abides 
continually in the believer's heart. The consciousness of a 
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cpwv~v avTOV 71'6J7roT£ tl.K'17KOaT£ O~T€ £!80, UVTOV lwpa.Ka'T£. 38. Kai 
TOV Myov a&ov OVK lx£T€ EV vµ'iv µlvoVTa, 6Tt 8v &.miuutA£V £K£'i:vo,, 

Divine revelation is the Father's own witness, although in
visible to the world." 

The key to vv. 37, 38, is found in I Jn. 59
• 10 avrr, euTtv.;, 

µaprvp{a 'TOV 8wv, 6Tt 1.uµapn5p'17K£V 7r£pl 'TOV viov a&ov. o 71'LUT£VWV 
ds 'TOV viov TOV l/£ov EX£L ~v µapTvp{av EV £UlJ'T'{'- The believer 
has an internal witness, which is in reality the witness of 
God. We are not to think of voices from heaven or visible 
epiphanies as indicated by the µaprvp{a of the Father ; such 
are recorded by the Synoptists at the Baptism and the Trans
figuration (cf. also Jn. 12!8). It is the confident assurance of 
the believer which is here in question. 

oure cj>wv~v aurou irwiroTe dKYJKOaTe, " you have never heard 
His voice," much less heard it with intelligence. See on 38 

for &.Kovnv with the acc. in Jn., who uses this constr. as 
equivalent to a mere perception by hearing, without definite 
appreciation of what is said. What is stated is that the Jews 
could not have heard the voice of God with the outward ear. 

For irw'll"oTe, and its use in the N.T., see on 118• 

ouTE et8os auTou iwp«KaTE, "nor have you seen His form." 
So 1 18 8£DV ov8£t, li!JpaK£V 71'W71'0TE, and I Jn. 412 ; cf. 648• This 
was admitted by Jew and Greek alike. Peniel, the place of 
Jacob's wrestling, is called indeed in the LXX £180, 8£ov (Gen. 
3230), the reason given being Wov yap 8£ov 7rp0UW71'0V 7rpO, 
7rp6uw71'ov. But no Jew regardeq that as an ordinary 
experience, or one that he might expect to be repeated in his 
own case. Man cannot see with bodily eyes the £!80, of 
God; and so God cannot appear as a witness to give legal 
evidence. 

From o~£ cpwv~v to lwpa.KaT£ is a kind of parenthesis, 
interpolated to avoid misunderstanding. Then follows the 
description of the true µapTVp{a of the Father. 

88. Ka1 TOY Myov auTou ouK EXETE ev OJLLV p.lvovTa, Ka{ (as 
in v. 40 Kat ov 8lA£T£) stands for and yet, as often in Jn. (see 
note on 119). The sequence of thought is : The Father has 
borne witness of me, and yet you have not His word abiding in 
you, you have not appropriated this Divine word of revelation. 

The Aoyos of God is used sometimes by Jn. to signify the 
messaga or revelation or command which God has given. Thus 
in 1035 there is allusion to the ,\oyo, of God which came to men 
of the olden time with the revelation '' Ye are gods . . . ye are 
sons of the Most High " (Ps. 826). Such a word of God, when 
it comes to a faithful heart, abides there. To the young men 
whom Jn. commends, he writes, o Aoyo, TOV 8wv £V vµ'iv p.lv£1 
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TOVT'f! Vf1-£1S ov 11"L<TT£V£T£. 39· lpavvaTE TOS ypacf,as, {)T( vµ.lis 

(1 Jn. 2 14). And, again, of self-deceivers who claim to be 
sinless, o .\.6-yo<; avTov ovK lunv lv ~p.tv (1 Jn. 1 10). So, in 176, 

Jesus says of His faithful apostles, Tov .\.6yo11 uov TET~PYJKav. 
Cf. 153• 

The metaphor is different at 831, where Jesus speaks of the 
faithful disciples as "abiding in His word " (lav f1-£LVYJTE lv T!f 
My'!! T'!' lp.<f), Here He speaks of the word of the Father 
abiding in them, which is really the Father's "witness." 
But, in fact, the two expressions "abiding in His word" 
and " His word abiding in us" imply each other in Jn. 
Similarly (see on 656), to "abide in Christ" implies that He 
" abides in us " (cf. also 154• 7). The two go together. 

on Sv &,reCTTEL>..ev '1Kei:vos TOUT'f! {Jp.ei:s oo maTEuen, " because 
He whom He sent-Him you do not believe." For the constr., 
viz. a casus pendens reinforced by a pronoun, see on 1 12• The 
order of pronouns, ToVT'f! vµ.£'i<;, is emphatic. 

The failure to appropriate the Father's witness, the fact that 
the Myo, of the Father, which surely came to them revealing 
Jesus as His Son, did not "abide" in them, is traced to the 
lack of faith, just as in I Jn. 510 o p.YJ munvwv T'!' (h0 'f£VUTYJV 

, , I ~ , I ~ \ I ~ I 

71"£11"0lYJKEV avrov, on ov 71"£11"lUT£VK£V Et<; TYJV µ.apTUptav YJV µ.eµ.apTVPYJK£V 
0 0£0,; 1rEp't Toll vioV aVroV. 

This Myo<; of the Father in men's hearts is His sure witness, 
although it cannot be used for the conviction of unbelievers. 

89. The rec. text has lpevvan, but ~B*N have tlpa.uvihe, 
which is the better form. 

ai ypacf,a{, in the plural, stands for the collected books of the 
O.T. Canon (so Mt. 2142, Lk. 2427); but elsewhere in Jn. we 
find always ~ ypacf,~ with reference to a particular passage 
(see on 2 22). 

The verb lpavvav is found again in Jn. only at 752 (where 
see note), and is not used elsewhere in the N.T. of searching 
the Scriptures (in Acts 1711 the word used is avaKpLv£Lv); but 
we have in Ps. u92 p.aKapLOt oi ltepavvwvTE<; Ta µ.apTvpta avrov. 

It has been much debated whether tlpa.uvo.Te in this passage 
is to be taken as an imperative, or as a present indicative. 
Origen (c. Celsum, v. 16) and Tertullian (de Prcescrzpt. 8) 
take it as imperative, so that the familiar exhortation " Search 
the Scriptures " goes. back at any rate to the end of the second 
century. This is the rendering of the older English versions, 
as also of the Latin Vulgate, and (apparently) of Iremeus 
(Heer. iv. 10. 1). But, despite this early tradition, it is 
preferable to follow the R.V. in translating "Ye search the 
Scriptures, for in them, etc.," for the argument seems to halt 
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OoKElTE Ev aVra'i~ tw~v alWviov Exuv· Kai. €KEl1 1ai Ela-iv ai µ,apTvpoVua, 
-rrepl lµov· 40. Kat ov (H.A£TE EA{Niv -rrpos JLE iva (w~v £XTJTE, 

if lpavvaTe is imperative. Jesus is not exhorting the Jews here; 
He is arguing with them, and rebuking them for their stubborn 
rejection of Him. Their fault is ou 0iAn, lA0iiv -rrpos 1u, 

It was a Rabbinical saying that "he who has acquired 
the words of the Law has acquired eternal life"; 1 and it 
is this kind of superstition to which the words '' Ye search 
the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life," 
refer. tw~ atwvtos here means " the future life," as often 
in Jn. (see on 315), and the word 8oKe'i:n is signific~nt. In 
categorical sentences OoK<<v in Jn. (see s4° u 13• 31 1329 162 2015) 

always 2 indicates a mistaken or inaccurate opinion : lip.e'i:s 
8oKei:Te means "you think, wrongly." 

It is not possible to treat ipavvan as an imperative, and 
do justice to these considerations. Why should the Jews be 
bidden to search the Scriptures because they held a wrong 
opinion about their sanctity ? The reading of them in the 
formal manner of the Rabbis did not carry with it the possession 
of eternal life. Their true sanctity lay in their pointing onward 
to the Christ. iKe'i:vaC (these very Scriptures, which you mis
use) etuw ai p.apTupouuat 'll"Epl ep.ou, which the Jews did not 
appreciate. 

The argument, then, is, '' You search the Scriptures because 
of your mistaken belief that this close scrutiny of words and 
syllables in the sacred books assures you of the life to come. 
There you are wrong. The true value of the Scriptures is 
that they bear witness of me. And you are doubly wrong, for 
you will not come to me in person, when the opportunity is 
given." 3 

40. o~ 8l).eTe e>..ee'i:v 'll"pos p.e. This is the tragedy of the 
rejection of Messiah by the Messianic race; cf. Mt. 2337, with 
the same sombre conclusion, ovK YJ0eA~<TaTE. The use of Ka[ 
(cf. v. 38), meaning "and yet," before ov OiAeTe is a feature 
of Jn.'s style. See on 110. 

Explanatz'on of the unbelief of the Jews (vv. 41-47) 

41. Verses 41-47 are an exposure of the source of the Jews' 
unbelief. It is this, that they do not love God, and so they 

1 A both, ii. 8, quoted by Schoettgen, i. p. 356. . 
• Tl ooK<< vµ,v; (11 66 ) is a question, " What do you think ? ' 
8 Abbott points out that tpauvaTe or •~epauvare does not occur 

elsewhere in the Greek Bible as an imperative, the aorist being generally 
used when there is a command; cf. 762 (Diat. 2439i). 
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41. 6-otav ?Tapa J.v0pW7rWV OV Aaµ/3avw, 42. &_,\,\_a £yVwKa vµas 
OTL T~V &.yamiv TOV @wv OVK exere £V fovro'i:,. 43. lyw l>..~>..v0a fr 

do not appreciate Him who came in God's Name. They are 
concerned rather with the approval of their fellows, than with 
God's approval. Nevertheless, Jesus says that He will not 
accuse them to God. Moses will be their accuser: he wrote 
of Messiah, and the Jews did not appreciate what he wrote. 
It is not to be expected, if they reject the written teaching of 
Moses, that they should accept the verbal teaching of Jesus. 

8o~av ?Tapa. a.v8pw'll"wv ou >..a,,.f3avw. His words of rebuke do 
not spring from any wounded pride because they did not 
accept His claims. Their approval is of no weight with Him 
(850 ; cf. the similar repudiation made by Paul, 1 Thess. 26). 

That the honour (86ta) which is bestowed by men on their 
fellows is not to be greatly prized is not a peculiarly J ohannine 
doctrine (544 718 1243), but appears in Mt. 61• 2 and elsewhere. 
Cf. '' The good inclination receiveth not glory or dishonour 
from men" (Test. of XII. Patriarchs, Benj. vi. 4). For 86ta, 
see on 114• 

42. &.>..>..a eyvwKa o,,_as, "but I have known you," SC. with 
the knowledge that comes from personal experience; cf. 2 24• 

on T~V a.y«mJV TOU 8eou OUK exen ,lv fouTOLS, " that you 
have not the love of God in yourselves." In Paul "the love 
of God " always means the love which God has for man, and 
" the love of Christ " is the love which Christ has for man. 
But the usage in Jn. is not so uniform. 

&.ya:1r'Y/ is used 1335 1513 of the love of man for man; in 
159• 10 of the love of Christ for man; and in 1510 1726 of the 
love of God for Christ. In the First Epistle, in like manner, 
in 31 49• 10- 16 the thought is of the love of God for man; in 
316 it is the love of Christ for man; but in 25• 15 J17 412 53 we 
must interpret ~ &.ya1r'Y/ rov 0eov or the like phrase as signifying 
the love which man has for God. See on 2115• 

We see, then, that the meaning of ~ &.ya.,r'Y/ rov 0eov in the 
present passage must be determined from the context, and 
we conclude that it must mean the love which men have for 
God. No doubt, as Abbott argues (Diat. 2040), the phrase 
in v. 38 TOV >..oyov avrov OVK exere EV vµ'i:v µhovra, suggests that 
as >..oyo<; there is the >..oyo<; that proceeds from God, so &.ya.1r'Y/ 
here should mean the love that flows out from God. But it 
could hardly be imputed for reproach to the Jews that God 
did not love them. The point of the reproach is that they did 
not love God, and so were not in spiritual sympathy with One 
who came £V 'T'e ovoµan TOV ?Tarpo<;. And, as we have seen, 
this sense of ~ dya1r17 rov 0eov, sc. the love of man for God, 
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r<i> ov6µ.an TOV IlaTp6, µ.av, Kal. OU Aap.f3av£T£ p.E' E(LV a>-..>-..a, l>-..Or, 
EV T4i ov6µ.an T<e iot<:!, EK£tVOV A~p.1/mr0£. 44. 1rw, 8vvau0£ fip.Et<; 

although it is not found again in the Fourth Gospel (but see 
on 2115 for the uses of the verb aya1raw), may be amply justified 
by the language of I Jn. 

43. eyw EA~Au8a EV Tii> 6v6p,an TOU 11'aTp6s p,ou. Jesus i5 
represented by Jn. as speaking of the " Name" of His Father 
7 times (the number 7 probably having no significance; see 
Introd., p. lxxxix). The "Name" of the Father was given to 
the Incarnate Son (1?11• 12); "in the Name of His Father" 
He came (5 43) and performed the "works" which wGre His 
witness (1025). This " Name" He "manifested" (176), and 
"made known" (1726) to His disciples. He prayed the Father 
to" glorify" His Name (1228). 

To primitive Hebrew thought the name had an intimate 
and mysterious connexion with him whose name it was; and 
this idea lies behind the widely spread practice of reciting the 
names of foes for magical purposes. The name was the ex
pression of the personality. Thus "the Name of Yahweh" 
came to signify the revelation of the Being of God, exhibiting 
itself in Power and Providence,1 and it is frequently used thus 
in the O.T. (cf. Ps. 201, Prov. 1810). This usage is carried 
into the N. T. (Lk. 149 ; and see notes on 112 1 ?11). 

Thus "I am come in the Name of my Father" does not 
only mean " I am come as His representative, having been 
sent by Him," although it includes •this (see 728 842); but it 
conveys the idea that the Incarnate Son reveals the Father in 
His character and power. Cf. 1426• 

Kal o& >.ap,~o.vnl p,E, " but you do not receive me," Kal 
being used as an adversative conjunction, where we would 
expect &.Ua or Kafroi (see on 110). The Fourth Gospel is truly 
described as in one aspect '' the Gospel of the Rejection "; 
cf. 1 11 311. 32 1237. 

ea.v ii>.>.os e>.,en KTA., " if another shall come in his own 
name, him you will receive." Abbott (Diat. 2677) calls 
attention to the use of a>-..>..a, rather than lnpo,: '' if another 
come (professing to be of the same kind as myself), etc." Cf. 
2 Cor. 114 a>-..>-..av 'I11uovv. Such a pseudo-Christ would appear 
only "in his own name," i.e. not representing or revealing 
the name and the nature of God, as Jesus did. 

Schmiedel 2 finds here (so too Hilgenfeld and Pfleiderer) 
an allusion to the rising of Barcochba about 134 A.D., which led 
to the extinction of the Jewish State. On this hypothesis, the 
fourth Gospel (for there is no sign that this verse is an inter• 

1 Cf. Kautzsch in D.B., extra p. 64r. 2 E.B. 2551. 
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11-io·Tevuai, o6(av 7rapa a.U.~.>..wv .>..ap,{3avovT£,, Kal T~V o6(av T~V 
1ra.pa TOV p,ovov ®wv ov ("YJTELT£; 45. /J,~ OOKELTE OTl eyw KUT"YJ-

polation) would be later in date than Barcochba. But the 
words are quite general in their reference, and are comparable 
with Mk. 136· 22 (cf. Mt. 246• 24): "Many shall come in my 
Name . . . there shall arise false Christs and false prophets." 
This is one of the few passages in which Jn. reproduces sayings 
of Jesus comparable with the Synoptic predictions of the last 
things (see Introd., pp. cxxix, clix). Bousset 1 finds an allusion 
to the coming of Antichrist (cf. 2 Thess. 28-12), but the context 
does not call for any definite reference to the success of false 
Messiahs, of whom many have appeared. 

44. The cause of the Jews' unbelief is traced here to the 
desire for popular applause and favour. "All their works they 
do for to be seen of men " is a judgment on the Pharisees found 
in Mt. 236• "They loved the glory of men more than the 
glory of God" is Jn.'s verdict about some who hesitated to 
acknowledge their belief in Jesus (1243). But the saying 
recorded in this verse goes deeper. Faith, Jesus seems 
to say, is impossible in any vital sense for the man who 
measures himself only by human standards. He who has 
that vivid sense of the unseen, which is faith, instinctively 
seeks in his conversation and conduct to win the approval 
of God, in comparison with which nothing else seems to be 
important. 

11"WS 8uvau8e o,-,.e'is "ll"LO"TEUO"aL, 8o~av 11"ctpa d.AA~AWV Aa,-,.~UVOVTES 
KTA.; vp,e'i, is emphatic: "How can such as you believe, who 
think more of the honour that comes from men, than of that 
which God can bestow?" The true Jew, as Paul says, is on 
the other hand one " whose praise is not of men but of God " 
(Rom. 2 29). Cf. the words of Mordecai's prayer: "I did this 
that I might not prefer the glory (oa(a) of man to the glory of 
God " (Esth. 1 J14). 

For muTevELv used absolutely, the object of faith not being 
expressed, see on 17• 

KctL 'NJV 8o~av 'NJV 11"«pa TOU p.ovou 8eou o& tYJTELTE. BW and 
(in one place) Origen omit 0eov, but it is certainly part of the 
true text. The archetypes would have had MONoyeyoy, from 
which ey could very readily have been dropped. 

The only oa(a worth having is that which comes from " the 
Only God" (cf. 114). For the phrase o p,ovo, 0e6,, see 2 Kings 
1915• 19, Ps. 8610, Isa. 3720, 2 Mace. 737, 4 Mace. 2 23 (and cf. 
Jn. 173, Rom. 1627, Jude25, Rev. 154): the Jews were convinced 
monotheists. It is not upon the unity of God that Jesus here 

1 The Antichrist Legend, p. 133. 
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yop~uw VJl,WV 7rpo<; 'TOV ITaTEpa · i!unv o Kan1yopwv VJl,WV Mwvu~<;, 
Et', i\v VJl,EIS 'YJA7rLKa'T£. 46. £i yap £7l'L<T'TEVET£ Mwvcnt, £7rL<T'TE1.JE'T£ 

lays stress, but upon the fact that there is no other worthy 
Fount of honour. Cf. 854• 

45. For fl~ 8oKELTe, 8oKetTe always having reference in Jn. to 
a mistaken opinion, see on v. 39 above. 

,...~ 8oKELTE OTL iyw KO.T'IJYOP~O'W UfJ-WV ,rpos TOV iraTEpa. It 
would appear that some of His hearers were beginning to be 
uneasy. He might be what He claimed to be, and if that 
happened to be so, would not His accusation of them to God be 
hard to rebut ? So, in answer to these thoughts, expressed or 
unexpressed, He bids them be sure that His office at the Great 
Assize will not be that of Prosecutor. It has been said earlier 
in the chapter (v. 27) that He will be the judge; but upon that 
no stress is laid here (cf. 1247• 48 ; and see on 317). 

Their prosecutor, or accuser, will be the person whom they 
expected to be their advocate, sc. Moses. Their national 
claim was that they were disciples of Moses (928 ; cf. J19), and 
Moses had given them the law of the Sabbath, the breach of 
which by Jesus had initiated this controversy (v. 16). Surely, 
Moses would defend their cause. But, on the contrary, they 
are told: fonv t, Ka.T'l)yopwv u,.._wv, Mwiiuijs, ELS 6v UfJ-ELS ~l',.,r(KaTE 
(cf. Deut. 31 21). 

This verse has all the marks of historicity. No one would 
think of inventing a denial by Jesus of the suggestion that 
He was to be the Accuser of the J eyvs at the Last J udgment. 
But it is quite natural in the context in which it appears. 

EL'> 6v UfJ-EL'> ~l',.ir1KaTE, "on whom you have set your hope," 
i.e. in whom you hope, in quo uos speratis, as the Vulgate 
correctly renders. ,'A.,,,.{(uv does not occur again in Jn., but 
the use here of the perfect tense to indicate that the hope 
continues in the present and is not merely an emotion of the 
past, has parallels at I Cor. 1519, 2 Cor. 110, 1 Tim. 410 55 617• 

The aor. ~'A.,,,.iua occurs only twice in the N.T., sc. 2 Cor. 85, 
1 Pet. 1 13, which is remarkable, as in the LXX the perfect 
~A7rtKa. is never used, but always the aorist (e.g. Ps. 71 161 etc.). 
Again, the constr. l'A.rr{(uv ei'.<; :nva is rare in the LXX (cf. Ps. 
119114 14515, Isa. 515), where the prep . ._,,,., is nearly always 
used. In the N.T., too, we generally have ,,,,.,, but el., in Acts 
261, 2 Cor. 110, 1 Pet. J5. Thus the only exact parallel in the 
Greek Bible to the phrase in this verse is d, ilv 'YJA1r{Ka11-ev of 
2 Cor. 1 10, a sound Greek construction.1 

1 Abbott (Diat. 2442-2443, 2473) traces the Johannine perfect to 
Hebrew influence, and says that we should have expected the aor. 
or the pres. rather than the per£. at 546• But, on the contrary, the 

VOL. I,-I7 
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&v lµ,ol· -rrepl yttp lµ,ov £K€tVO, Eypaif,ev. 4 7. ei St: TOt, £K€LJ/OU 

ypaµ,µ,acnv OU 7f'lCTT€11€TE, -rrw, TOt<; lµ,o'i, p~µ,aaw 1l'UTT£1JCT£TE; 

46. et yiip e'll'LITTEUETE Mwuaei KT\., " if you believed Moses, 
you would believe me," the imperfect tenses indicating a con
tinuing belief. 

'll'epl ya.p •I-Lou eKeivos eypal!,ev, '' for it was of me that he 
wrote" (cf. 1241). Deut. 1818• 19 is cited as Messianic in Acts 
322, and it is regarded by Cyprian (Test. i. 18) as the passage to 
which reference is specially made here. It was one of the first 
0.T. testimonia to be claimed by Christians. At 314, the 
brazen serpent is mentioned as a type of Christ; and at 856 

reference is made to Abraham's prevision of Christ's work 
Cf. Lk. 2427, when no doubt many other types and prophecies 
were explained. It is probable that Jesus .adduced specific 
passages in support of His statement that Moses had written 
of Him, but we cannot tell what they were. Only a summary of 
His argument is before us. 

47. EL Se TOLS EKELVOU ypo./J,p.aaLV KT>..., "but if you do 
not believe his writings, how will you believe my words ? " 
There is a double contrast, between £Keivov and lµ,o'i,, and 
between ypaµ,µ,acnv and p~µ,aaw. The argument, If you do not 
believe Moses, how will you believe Christ ? would not have 
appealed to a Christian of any age; but it was addressed here 
to Jews, for whom the authority of Moses was the greatest they 
knew (cf. Lk. 1631), and in such a context was weighty. Here, 
again, it is plain that Jn. is reproducing with fidelity the kind of 
argument which Jesus used in Jewish controversy. Upon the 
contrast between ypaµ,µ,ara, "writings," and f11µ,a-ra, " say
ings," no special stress is laid, although these ypaµ,µ.a-ra were 
reckoned as ieptt ypaµ,µ,a-ra (2 Tim. 315) and as entitled there
fore to special reverence. If Jesus were no other than an 
ordinary Rabbi, it would be obvious that his authority as a 
teacher would be far inferior to that of the sacred writings 
consecrated by a long tradition. ' 

The p~µ.a-ra of Jesus are mentioned again 663. 68 320 1247. 48 

1410 1s7 178 (see on 334 above). 
The constr. ei ... oil, as an undivided phrase, is noted by 

Abbott (Diat. 2256) as occurring again in Jn. only at 1087• 

Further argument with the Jewish doctors (VII. 15-24) 

VII. 15. We have given above (see Introd., p. xix) the 
reasons for taking vv. 15-24 of c. 7 as following directly on f 7• 

perf. is right here and the aor. would be wrong, as it is wrong in the 
LXX oiten. See also Field, in loc. 
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VII. 15 . .Oavp,atov otv oi 'Iovoa'i:ot >..lyovTE<; Ilw<; OV'TO<; ypap,• 
p,aTa oI/3,v ,,,~ p,•p,a0'Y]KW',; 16. a:rrEKp{Ori otv avTOL<; 'I 'YJCTOV<; Kat 
.r,.,v 'H .,,,~ Otoa.x~ OVK £CTTll' .,,,~ aX,\a TOV 'Tr£P,o/O.IITO', ,,,.. 17. f.O.V 

Jesus has appealed to the ypaµp,am of Moses as establishing 
His claims, and had probably (see on s47) quoted specific 
passages, commenting on them as He went along. This 
amazed the Jewish leaders, who had thought that such learning 
was confined to those trained in the Rabbinical schools, and 
they had never heard of Jesus as a disciple of any prominent 
Rabbi. 

e&aufLatov 0011, " So they began to express wonder " ; 
cf. v. 46 and Mk. 1217, Lk. 247 4 22. 

irws oihos ypdf!p.aTa oI8ev flt) fLEp.a81JKWS; It was not so 
much the wisdom of His words that astonished them as His 
knowledge of the Jewish writings, which probably included 
the Rabbinical traditions that had gathered round the Old 
Testament, as well as the Old Testament itself. In Isa. 2912 

p,~ emuTap,wo, ypap,p,a.Ta means a man who cannot read, 
an "illiterate." For aypap,p,aTo, in Acts 413, see Introd., 
p. xxxvi. But in the present passage, p,~ p,•p,aOriKws seems to 
mean rather "not having been the p,aO'Y/TTJ> of a recognised 
teacher." The tradition of His scribbling upon the ground 
[86] shows that Jesus was not illiterate in the strict sense; and 
it is unlikely that this would have been suggested by the Jewish 
Rabbis who had engaged in controversy with Him. 

16. 'H •p.ri 8,8a.xri ouK eanv ep.~ K,TA. Here only does Jesus 
call His message oioax~, a " teaching " ; it is a significant 
word, as He is now dealing with the professional ou)auKa.Am. 
That His teaching is not His own, but the Father's, is repeated 
often (828 12 49 1410- 24) ; and this has already been said in effect 
at 530• 0,80.x~ occurs again in Jn. only at 1819 ; cf. 2 Jn.9. 10. 

The answer of Jesus to the Jews' objection that He had 
never learnt from a recognised Rabbi is remarkable. He does 
not say (which might seem to us the natural answer) that 
He needed no Master. Indeed, Mk. reports that it was a 
feature of His teaching to the multitudes that it was given 
" with authority, and not as the scribes " (Mk. 1 22), z'.e. that He 
appealed in His popular teaching to no Rabbinical precedents; 
and the Synoptic discourses sufficiently illustrate this. But in 
cc. 5 and 715"24 we have the report of a long-drawn-out argu
ment with the Rabbis, and it is conducted throughout (see on 
531) in the style of the Jewish schools. If Jesus had said, in 
reply to their implied question '' Whose disciple are you ? " 
that He was no man's disciple, but that He spoke of His own 
authority, they would at once have told Him that He was an 
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Tl<; OD1.v TO OtA.71µ,a aVTOV 'ITOLELV, yvw<TETal 1TEpL rrj, 818a;0i,, 'ITOTEpov 
lK TOV ®eov €<TTlV ~ iyw &1r' iµ,avrov AaAw. 18. 0 &<f,' EaVTOV AaAwv 
T~V 06,av T~V lUav (71re.:· o 0€ (71rwv T~V 86tav TOV 1Tf.fJ,lfaVTO<; avTov, 

impostor and adventurer. But, exactly as at 531, He follows 
their line of thought. He does not claim to be self-taught, 
which would only have aroused contemptuous indignation; 
but He claims that His teacher was the Father who had sent 
Him, as He had said so often before (cf. especially 536-38). 

17. l&.v TLS 8eAn TO 8EATjfJ-O. a.thou 1rOL£LV KTA., "If any man 
set his will (O'-"-v; is expressive of deliberate purpose) to do 
His will, he shall know of the doctrine, etc." The Synoptic 
form of this saying is to the effect that it is only the man who 
does God's will who can enter into the kingdom of heaven 
(Mt. ]21). That right conduct is a necessary preliminary to 
accurate belief about Divine things, and conversely that the 
cause of unbelief is often a moral cause, are propositions which 
are repeated frequently in Jn. They are specially pressed in 
this controversy with the Jewish leaders. Jesus had claimed 
that He sought, not His own will, but To Of,\ryµ.a Tov 1rlµ,t/!aVTo, 
µ,e (530); and He goes on to suggest that it is just because this 
could not be said of the Rabbis that they had failed to accept 
His Divine mission. It is their moral nature that is at fault 
(538• 42). Cf. for similar teaching 831• 32• 47 1421 ; it is all summed 
up in the tremendous assertion, '' Every one that is of the truth 
heareth my voice " (1837). Cf. Ps. 2514• 

,ronpov EK TOU 8eou E<TTLV ~ eyw KTA, The classical constr. 
1r6npov ••. ~ .•• occurs only here in the N.T. 1r0Tepov is 
found again in the Greek Bible only in the Book of Job (cf., 
e.g., Job ]12). 

£K Oeoii is the reading of ND, but BLTW® have eK Toil 811ou, 
which is the regular Johannine form (1 Jn. 41. 2. 3. 4• 6, 7). 

That Jesus did not " speak from Himself" is repeated 1249 

1410, ar.J it is also said of the Spirit, "He shall not speak from 
Himself" (1613). Jesus, again and again, repudiates the idea 
that He does or says anything apart from the Father (cf. 530 

728 ; and see 828). The repeated disclaimer of originality for 
His teaching is foreign to modern habits of thought. But 
originality, or departure from precedent, or the idea that there 
is any merit in being self-taught, were all equally distasteful 
to Jewish scholasticism. 

18. o cl.cj, £aUTOU AaAwv TtJV 8ofav "NJV i8[a.v tTjTEL KTA, He 
returns to what He has said at 541 (where see note), and He 
repeats it again 850• 54• The contrast is between the teacher who 
represents himself as the fount of knowledge, and him who 
speaks as a herald and ambassador of a superior from whom 
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OVTo, dA.7)0~, iunv Kat il8iK{a iv a-lme OVK lunv. 19. ov Mwvo-1), 
:8wKEV VJJ-iV TOV vop,ov; Kat ov8eis- if VJJ-WV 7TOtEi TOV vop,ov. T{ JJ-E 
{')'TEtTE 'd1rOKTEtva1; 20. d7TEKp{07J O 5xAos- Aaip,ovwv lxELs-· Tls- (TE 

he has what he has. The former seeks his own honour (for 
8ola means " honour " here, see on 1 14); the latter is only 
concerned to proclaim the truth that he has received, and in 
proclaiming it he seeks to bring honour to him from whom he 
received it. The former, therefore, may be under suspicion 
of false teaching; but the latter has no self-interest to further, 
o~Tos cl.},.-q8~,;; lunv. There is no cl.81K(a, " unrighteousness," 
in him, such as is several times contrasted by Pa:ul with 
"truth " (Rom. 28, 1 Cor. 136, 2 Thess. 2 12). 

For the emphatic use of oOTos, cf. 646• 

The special form of &.81K{a with which Jesus had been 
charged was that of Sabbath-breaking (510• 18), and He now 
brings the discussion back to this, by making a direct attack 
on His Jewish critics. They blamed Him for a technical 
breach of the Sabbath, but it was their own practice to condone 
such breaches in special circumstances (v. 23). His argument 
from v. 19 to v. 24 is ad hominem. 

Ps. 408 provides a parallel for the sequence of thought, 
vv. 17-19, which perhaps is fortuitous: 

TOV 7TOl?)Uat TO 0{A7JJJ,1J. uov, o 0eos- p,ov, i/3ov>.. ~07)v, 
Kat Tov vop,ov uov iv p,eu0 T?)S' Kap8{as- p,ov. 

In Ps. 408 Tov vop,ov uov in the second line corresponds, after 
the fashion of Hebrew poetry, to TO 0eA7Jp,a. uov in the first line. 
The argument, implied but not explicitly stated, of vv. 17-19, 
is that if a man does not will to do God's will, he has not God's 
law in his heart, and does not keep it. 

19. oil Mwiiu~,;; rowKEV (so BD; i:-tLTl'ANW® have 8{8wKev) 
Op.Lv Tov vop.ov; Moses gave the Law in all its bearings for 
a Jew (see on 1 19), but here the reference is specially to the 
Mosaic law of the Sabbath (v. 23). Jesus turns their appeal 
to the authority of Moses against themselves, as at s46• 

Kal (Ka{ being used for KalT01, as at 538• 40 ; see on 110) 

oil8El,;; l~ op.wv (cf. 165 1712 : Mk. n1, Lk. 1424 preferring to 
omit <Kin similar constructions; cf. 1328 2112, and see on 140) 

iroteL Tov vop.ov. No one, He urges, keeps the Mosaic law 
of the Sabbath with minute scrupulosity in all circumstances, 
and He goes on to mention an admitted exception (v. 23). 

TL p.E t1JTELTE cl.1roKTELva1; See on 518, where it has been 
recorded, i(~Tovv awov ol 'Iov8a'io1 cl.1roKTe'i,,a1. 

20. cl.ireKpL811 o ox>..o,;; KTA. The crowd had been listening 
with eagerness to the controversial discussion between Jesus 
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('YJTEL a,rOK'TELJ'aL; 2 I. a'l?"EKp{0'Y/ 'l'YJtTOV'> Kat el,rev av'TOL'> "'Ev lpyov 
£'l?"OL'YJ<Ta Kat ,rav'TE'> 0avµa(E'TE 22. Ota 'TOV'TO. Mwvu~. 0£0WKEV vµ,'iv 

and the Rabbis (oi 'Iovoa'ioi, v. 15); and they interrupt now 
to disclaim the idea that there was any thought of killing 
Him. This is a lifelike touch. It was not the '' people," but 
the "Jews," who had begun the plot; the people knew nothing 
of it. 

8atp.ovtov exet,• The same thing was said of John the 
Baptist, as an explanation of his asceticism (Mt. 1118); and 
later on, Jn. records that the Jewish leaders, or some of them, 
accused Jesus of being possessed with a demon (848• 49 1020 ; cf. 
Mk. 322). But here it is the people who say '' Thou hast a 
demon," meaning not to impute moral blame but mental 
infirmity. It is a well-known sign of insanity to believe that 
other people are in league against one. " Who seeks to kill 
you?" It is only your disordered imagination which makes 
you suspect it (cf. Mk. 321). See Introd., p. clxxvii. 

21. Jesus does not answer the insulting suggestion that 
He is out of His mind. He goes back to His statement that 
no Jew keeps the Sabbatical law after a fashion which admits 
of no exception. 

iv epyov E1TOL'l)O'a Kal 1TQVTE<; Oaup.atETE. This has generally 
been interpreted as meaning, " I did one miracle, and you 
all marvel." But such a pronouncement is not in harmony 
with the context. Nothing has been said throughout 51•47 or 
J16 •24 to indicate that the observers, whether the simple folk or 
the Jewish leaders, had seen anything extraordinary in the cure 
of the impotent man, or had expressed any wonder. Indeed, 
520 suggests that '' greater works " would be necessary, if 
their wonder was to be aroused. Nor, again, would an appeal 
made by Jesus at this point to the miraculous nature of what 
He had done be apposite to the argument which He is develop
ing. That argument has to do with one point only, sc. His 
alleged breach of the Sabbath; and it would be no answer to 
the charge of breaking the Sabbath to tell His critics that what 
He had done had been miraculous, and to remind them that 
they had been astonished. 

We have seen above (520) that Jn. frequently speaks of the 
wonderful works of Jesus as His ,pya; but there is no instance 
of a specific miracle being referred to as ,pyov in the singular 
(as <T'YJµ.e'iov is used, 464), unless 1032 be regarded as an excep
tion: ,ro,\,\o. KaAo. •pya ,iSnta vµ.'iv • . • 8,a 'lT"OlOI' UVTWV ,pyov 
,\d)a(eTi µ.e; lpyov in the sing. occurs again in Jn. only at 4 34 

174 (of the work which the Father prescribes to the Son) and 
at 629 (of the work which God desires of man). 



VII. 21.] DEFENCE OF SABBATH HEALING 

Furthermore, stress is laid here on the singularity of the 
"work" that has been "done" by Jesus. " I did one work." 
But in the course of the preceding argument He had appealed 
to the " works," in the plural, which bore witness to His claims 
(536, where see note). There would be no point in now singling 
out one epyov only, as having excited wonder because of its 
extraordinary character; and it would be surprising if that 
one were singled out, of which it is not recorded that it caused 
any astonishment. 

Accordingly we render ~" •pyov £-rro£11,rn, "I did one work," 
sc. of labour, and interpret it as having reference to the matter 
originally in dispute, sc. that He had broken the Sabbath.1 

The law was, -rriis 6, -rrot~<T£L lpyov Tfj ~/1-EPf!- -ryj i/30611-TJ, 0avaTw-
0~u•rnt (Ex. 3115 352). Jesus admits, in terms, that He has 
broken this law on the particular occasion to which His critics 
refer. ~v epyov i1ro£11ua K-r>.., " I did one work," sc. on the 
Sabbath, "and you are all astonished," 0av11-a{nv indicating 
that they were puzzled, as at J7 427 • Their astonishment was 
not caused by the extraordinary nature of the cure, but by 
the circumstance that Jesus had ventured to cure the man on 
a Sabbath day. 

We take 8au11uten with llu\ TOuTo which follows: '' you are 
all astonished by this." Cf. Wav11-a<TEY Ota T~Y 0.7rt<TTtav a~TWV 
(Mk. 66), where the reason of astonishment is indicated by ou, 
with the acc., as here. oia -rovro is often used by Jn. in relation 
to what follows (see on 516); while the more common usage, 
in accordance with which it relates· to what has gone before, is 
also adopted several times in the Gospel (see on 923), although 
there is no other instance in Jn. of Ota. rovTo coming at the end 
of a sentence. 

The tendency of the versions is to take ota ToVTo as begin
ning the next sentence: "Therefore Moses, etc." But, in 
that case, Ota. TOVTo is difficult to interpret, and involves a very 
elliptical construction. It would mean " For this very cause, 
Moses gave you the ordinance of circumcision, knowing that 
it would conflict with the strict law of the Sabbath; sc. 
in order that he might teach you that the Sabbatical precepts 
admit of exceptions and are not always to be enforced literally." 
This would give a tolerable sense, but it strains the force of 
Oto. Tovro too far, and introduces a very subtle reason (not 
suggested elsewhere) for the rule that circumcision must always 
be on the eighth day after birth. It is simpler to take iruVTes 
8au11uten 8u1 TOUTo as one sentence, '' You are all astonished at 
this act of mine." 

1 Wendt (Gospel according to St. John, p. 64 n.) takes this view. 
Cf. ino.t•ulJa., in 517 and Lk 1314. 
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T~V 1T'£PLTOP,'Y]V,-Ovx 6TL EK TOV Mwiia-tWi E<TTLV &A.\.' EK TWV 'TT'aTlpwv, 
-Kat EV ua/3/30.T<f 7r£ptTfP,V£T£ av0pw1rov. 23. d 7r£pLTOµ,~v Aaµ,
/3av£L av0pw7rOi EV a-af3/3a.T'f iva µ,~ Av0fj o v6µ,os Mwva-iws, Ef-LOL 
xoAaT£ 6TL 6Aov av0pw1rov vyi~ £1T'Ol'YJ<Ta lv a-a/3/3an11; 24. f-L~ 
Kp{v£T£ Kar' dlftv, &.\.Aa ~v 8tKa{av Kpl<TLV Kp{vau. 

N* omits 81a rovro, thus cutting the knot of the difficulty 
by treating the words as a later gloss. 

22. Mwiia~s 8t€8wK£V UfLLV riJv 1r£ptTOfL~V• 7r£ptToµ,r, does not 
occur elsewhere in the Gospels; but we have 1r£pirlp.v£Lv (Lk. 
159 2 21). The ordinance of circumcision on the eighth day after 
birth is re-enacted, Lev. 123. 

o&x on EK TOU MwiicrEWS EO'TLV a>..>..' EK TWV 1rarEpwv. This is 
an evangelistic comment on the words of Jesus, interpolated 
exactly as at 126, ovK on ... &.\..\.' (see Introd., p. xxxiv). 
The covenant of circumcision went back to Abraham (Gen. 
1J1° 214, Acts 78). For Twv 'TT'adpw", see on 658. 

Kal tlv aa/3/3&.r':.' KTA. B om. '"• but ins. NDLT®W (cf. 516). 

Even if the eighth day after the birth of the child fell on a 
Sabbath, the act of circumcision was performed. Lightfoot 
(Hor. Hebr. in loc.) cites the Rabbinical rule: "Rabbi Akiba 
saith, 'Work that may be done on the eve of the Sabbath must 
not be done on the Sabbath, but circumcision . . . may be 
done on the Sabbath.' " 1 

Justin uses the argument of the text in the Dialogue with 
Trypho (§ 27), appealing to the injunction to circumcise on the 
Sabbath. 

23. £t 1r£ptTOfL~" KTA. " If a man receives circumcision on a 
sabbath, in order that the law of Moses (sc. the law relat
ing to circumcision, Lev. 123) may not be broken, are you 
angry with me because on a Sabbath I made the whole man 
healthy?" A somewhat similar idea appears in the Rabbinical 
writings: '' Circumcision, which has to do with one member only, 
breaks the Sabbath; how much more the whole body of a man? " 2 

The contrast is between the treatment of one member, and of the 
whole body (o.\.ov av0pw1rov). If the lesser thing is permitted, 
why not the greater? The argument is comparable with that of 
Mt. 1211, Lk. rJ15, by which a technical breach of the Sabbath 
is defended, but is unlike that of 517, where see the note. 

For Av£Lv, of " breaking " a law, see on 518• 

b vOfLOS MwiiaEws is a comprehensive term for the whole 
Jewish law, or for a particular enactment: cf. Lk. 2 22 2444, 

Acts 155 (this passage referring to the law of circumcision), 
1 Cor. 99 etc. Av£tv is used at 518 of breaking the law of the 
Sabbath. The word vyir,s goes back to 59• 14• 

1 Shabb. fol. 130. 2 Joma, f. 85, quoted by Wetstein. 
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VII. I. Kal f-LETa TaVTa 7HptE7f'O.TEl O 'l17uovs iv rfi I'aAtAa{q.· ov 
yap ~0E,\Ev iv rjj 'Iovoai'l 1rEpt1raTELV, on i(~TOVV avrov ol 'Iovoa'i:oi 

24. ,i.~ KpLvETE Ka.T' lhlm,, "do not judge by looks," t.e. 
superficially, the too frequent weakness of the Pharisees, 
which is rebuked again 'Vf-LELS Kara T'YJV uapKa KplvETE (815). Cf. 
Isa. n 3 OlJ Kara T'YJV o6tav KptVEt, and 2 Cor. 107• otftis occurs 
again in the N.T. only at n 44 and Rev. 116, and then in the 
sense of" face." 

d.A>..a T~v 8iKaL1v Kp[a-iv Kp[va.TE, " but judge righteous 
judgment," i.e. be fair. The expression is used of the judg
ments of God, Tob. 32• Cf. also Zech. 79 Kp{f-La olKaiov KplvarE. 
The constr. Kpluiv KplvELv is common (Isa. 114) and is also 
classical (Plato, Rep. 360 E). 

~I'a® have Kp[cnv Kplva.TE (the authoritative aorist im
perative; see on 25), but BDLTNW give Kp{vETE. 

This is the last word of the controversy which arose out 
of the healing of the impotent man at Bethesda, sc. 51 -47 

J15-24 ; and naturally, the Jewish leaders were indignant. Cf. 71 • 

Retreat to Galilee; His brethren urge Jesus to show Himself 
at Jerusalem (VII. 1-9) 

VII. 1. Ka.l JJ.ET<l TO.UTa 11'EpLE11'aTEL KTA. So ~caBC*LI'a®, 
but NC2DW with most syrr. latt. om. Kal, which may be an 
editorial addition. N has Kal 7rEpLE7rClTEl f-LET' avrwv o 'l-17u. KTA., 
and the rec. also goes wrong witli Kai 1rEptE1ra.rEL o 'l'IJ<T. f-LET<i 

ravra KTA. 
JJ.ET« Ta.ilTa. is the beginning of a new section of the narra

tive, and reasons have been given (Introd., p. xix) for placing 
?1-14 in direct sequence to cc. 5, 715-24• 

After the severe rebukes which Jesus had addressed to the 
Rabbis, already exasperated by the breach of the Sabbath and 
His lofty claims (518), it was natural that He should withdraw 
from the neighbourhood of Jerusalem for a while. He had 
gone up to Jerusalem for the Passover, and after that He healed 
the impotent man (58). Then controversy ensued, and in 
519-47 J15 -24 we have a summary of the main points on which 
stress was laid, the discussions probably extending over some 
days. If we suppose that He left Jerusalem about the month 
of May, there is time for a ministry of four or five months in 
Galilee, before He returned to Jerusalem for the Feast of 
Tabernacles at the end of September. Jn. gives no details of 
this Galilrean ministry, but there is room in these months for 
many of the incidents recorded in the Synoptic Gospels as 
having taken place in Galilee (see on v. 3). 
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a1TDKTEtvai. 2. ;v Se lyyv, 'Yf foprtJ TWJ/ 'Iov~a{wv 'Yf <TK'YJl'01T'YJY'a. 
3• eT1Tov O~J/ 71"()0> avTOJ/ Ol &oeA4>ol. aVTOV M(Ta.[3.,,8i (J/TEV8ev KaL 

The narrative of the events in Jerusalem after Jesus went 
up to the Feast of Tabernacles (v. 10) is full of movement and 
of local colour. Presumably (see on 51) the Twelve attended 
the Feast of Tabernacles, and were again in the company of 
Jesus after He went up. 

'11'eptnureL. This is the natmal word for the itinerant 
ministry of a Rabbi accompanied by His disciples; cf. 666 

u 54 • (For the larger meaning of 1TtpL1raTE'iv, see on 812.) 

Jesus was "walking in Galilee," because the Jews, as has just 
been said (719), were seeking His life. 

For the phrase <lt~Touv a&rov oi. '1ou8aiot d.'11'0K1€Lvm, see on 518. 

2. ~v 8E <lyyos ~ fop~ KTA. This was the Feast of Taber
nacles of the year 28 A.D. See on 51• 

The Feast of Tabernacles (uKrJvomryla) WdS originally a 
Feast of Ingathering or a Harvest Festival, and was not at 
first held on a fixed date, but "at the year's end" (Ex. 3422), 

aocording to the time when the harvest was gathered. The 
Deuteronomic Code calls it " the Feast of Tabernacles " 
(Deut. 16 13), and prescribes that it is to be kept for seven 
days. The reason for its name assigned in the Priest's Code 
is that " I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when 
I brought them out of the land of Egypt " (Lev. 2J43). In 
the same Code the annual date is fixed; it was to begin on the 
fifteenth day of the seventh month (Tishri), going on for seven 
days (Lev. 2334). That is, it was held at the end of September 
or the beginning of October. In Num. 2935 an eighth day of 
observance appears, on which was to be " a solemn assembly," 
and we find this eighth day observed in post-exilic times 
(Neh. 818, 2 Mace. 106). Josephus, who mentions the eighth 
day (Antt. III. x. 4), calls this feast f.OPT~ ucpoopa 1Tapa Tot, 
'E{1pa[ot, ciyiwra.T'YJ Kat µ,ey{crr'Y/ (Antt. VIII. iv. 1), thus marking 
its important place in Je.wish life, it being, pre-eminently, 
the Feast of the Jews. For the ritual observed, see on ,37 

and 812• 

For the phrase ~ iop"M) Twv 'lou8a[wv, see on 213• 

3. For the "brethren of Jesus," see on 2 12• They were 
older than He was, and this may explain their venturing to 
offer Him advice as to His conduct. The discussion between 
them and Him, which is reported vv. 3-8, could only have been 
known to one who was in intimate relations with the family; 
and there could be no motive for setting it down in narrative, 
if it had not actually taken place. 

/J-ET«/3ri(h tnd,8ev, "depart hence ": µ,eTa/3aivuv is used 



VII. 3.] RETURN TO JUDJEA SUGGESTED 

v1raye £1, T~V 'lovoa{ai,, iva Kat ol µ.a0'Y)Ta{ CTOV 0Ewp~CTOVCTLV T«\ lpya 
CTOV /). 'l!"OLELS" 4. 01/0Et, yap n EV KPV'l!"T'f! 7!"0LE£ Kal (-,,ni avT~, EV 

131 of departing from this world, and metaphorically 524, 

I Jn. 314. 
Kal ihraye (a favourite word with Jn.; see on v. 33) ds 

T¾Jv 'lou8alav, lva Kal ot p.a8'1JTClL uou 0ewp~uouuiv Tel lpya uou & 
,roieLs. The advice seems to have been ironical, for they go 
on to express doubts about His alleged "works," saying 
d Tavm 1rotei,, "zf you do such things." The suggestion 
is that the rumour of these ;pya was confined to Galilee, and 
that if He were to establish His reputation in· J udrea, it 
would be desirable that His disciples there should have an 
opportunity of seeing what He could do. 

We have already heard of many disciples in Judrea (223 

41); indeed, it was because their number excited the jealousy 
of the Pharisees that He had left J udrea on a former occasion 
(43). But there was little of miracle there on His last visit; 
the cure of the impotent man is not described as a " sign," and 
it had attracted attention rather because it had been wrought 
on a Sabbath day, than because of its marvellousness (56f.; 
and cf. J21, where see note). The " works " to which the 
brethren of Jesus make reference here are those of Galilee, 
perhaps the Miracle of Cana (2lf·) or the Healing of the Noble
man's Son and other sick folk (4461• 62), or the Feeding of the 
Five Thousand (65f·), or more probably healings wrought 
between His departure from Jerusalem and His going up 
again for the Feast of Tabernacles (vv. 1, 14), z".e. during the 
summer of the year 28. Nothing is told about them by Jn., 
but the words To. ;.pya uov /J. 1rotE'i,, " the works which you 
are doz"ng," suggest that the reference is not to anything that 
He had done months before the date of the conversation, but 
to quite recent events. And, as has been suggested on v. 1, 

some of the Galilrean miracles recorded by the Synoptists may 
be placed at this period in the ministry as narrated by Jn. 

The allusion to the µ.a0YJTa{ here cannot be to the Twelve, 
for they had been witnesses of many of the wonderful things 
that Jesus had done, and were already convinced of the truth 
of His claims. Nor can the allusion be to the Galilrean disciples 
who were disheartened by the difficulty of His teaching and left 
Him on a former occasion (666), for they would not be in the 
way of seeing miracles wrought at Jerusalem, whither His 
brethren advised Him to transfer His activities. We conclude, 
then, that the µ.a0YJTal whom His brethren suggested He should 
confirm in their allegiance by displays of His power, were those 
in J udrea and at Jerusalem. If, indeed, He was to succeed 
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1rappYJU{(f £lvat. £i. TaVTa '1l"Ot.£i's-, <f:,av£p(J}<rov crt:aVTOv -r'e KDuµ."I· 
5. oME y?ip oi ai>£A<pol avTOV brL<TT£VOV d, avTov. 6. Myn otv 

in the Mission for which He claimed the highest sanctions, 
He must convince Jerusalem. And His brethren were right 
in the view they took of this. They did not accept His claims, 
as yet at any rate (v. 5), but they understood clearly that it was 
at the Holy City that they must either be proved or disproved. 

8ewp~aouow. So ~cB*DLNW, although iva with the future 
indic. is rare in Jn. (cf. 172). ;:.:* has 0£wpovuiv, and ra@ read 
0£wp~<TW<Ttv, 

B places uou before Tct. lpya, but om.~ *D. 
4. The principle laid down by the brethren of Jesus is 

sound, sc. that no one who seeks public recognition can afford to 
keep his deeds a secret. oo8els ycip TL lv Kpu1rTti_) 1rote'i: Kal t'IJTEL 
aOTos tv 1rapp11ala dvaL, '' No one does anything in secret, and 
(at the same ti~e) himself seeks to be in the public eye." 

Ka[ is used like Ka[Toi (see on 110). 

For aOTos BD*W have avTo, through misunderstanding. 
1rapp71uta (from 1rav p~µ,a) expresses primarily a complete open
ness and freedom of speech (cf. Mk. 832, the only place where 
the word occurs in the Synoptics), and in this sense it is a 
favourite word with Jn.; cf. 713• 26 1024 1625• 29 1820 (where 
iv Kpv1rT<'f and iv 1rapp71a1'l- are again contrasted). It is thus, 
according to Prov. 120, that Wisdom speaks: lv 1r>..au{ai, 
1rapp71ufov ayn. The word then comes to connote intrepidity 
or courage; and it is used in 1 Jn. 2 28 J21 417 514 of boldness 
in man's attitude to God (cf. Job 2i0). 

In this fassage iv 1rapp11atq. etvm signifies " to be boldly 
in public view," as in n 54, where we have ovKETL 1rapp71u{'l-
1r£pmraui EV TOt, 'Iov8aioi>; cf. Wisd. 51, Col. 2 16• What the 
brethren of Jesus suggest is that to hide Himself in Galilee is 
incompatible with the claim for public recognition, as One sent 
by God, which He makes for Himself. 

d TauTa 1rote'i:s, " if you do these things," sc. the wonderful 
works with which rumour associated His name. The brethren 
do not express definite unbelief, but they are sceptical. 

4>avipwaov aeauTov T~ KOO"fL'!), " show thyself to the world," 
i.e. to the great public at Jerusalem (cf. v. 7), where multitudes 
would be gathered at the Feast of Tabernacles. The wider 
meaning of Kouµ,o, (see on 19) cannot be intended, as present 
to the minds of the brethren of Jesus. For <f,av£pow, see on 1 31 ; 

and cf. 1422• 

5. oo8e yap ot d8e>\C11ol aOTou t'ITLO'TEUOV (DLW have l1r{uTrnuav, 
which is plainly wrong) ds aOT6v. The form of the sentence 
suggests that it is remarkable that His own kinsfolk did not 
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avro'i,;; b 'I'l)<TOV\i ·o Katpo,;; b lµ,o,;; OV11"W 1rape<rnv, b 8£ Kaipo<; ;, 
vµ,erepo<; 11"U.VTOT£ E<TTlV lroiµ,o,;;. 7. ov 8vvaral b Ko<rµ,o, /J,l<TELV ilµ,ii,, 
lµ,e 8e µ,i<re'i, on lyw µ,aprvpw 1rept avTOV OTl Ta lpya a&ov 11"DV'l)pa 

believe in Jesus, the imperfect tense indicating their general 
attitude. For the constr. 1ri<rrevuv £1, avrov, see on 1 12. It is 
a favourite constr. in Jn., and it implies a belief in Jesus, as 
distinct from mere belief in His doctrine. It is used thus 
throughout this chapter (vv. 31, 38, 39, 48; and cf. 830), and its 
use at this point means that the brethren of Jesus did not 
believe in Him as Messiah. Their incredulity, as reported by 
Jn., is in accordance with the Synoptic narratives (cf. Mk. 321, 

Mt. 1246 1J57). 

6. >,iyeL oov. So N°BLNrD.@, but om. oDv N*DW and syrr. 
For oDv in Jri., see on 1 22• 

0 KaLpo,;; 0 EfJ,O!i OU1rl1J 11'«pEOTLV, "my time is not yet Come." 
Kaipo,;; is a word which Jn. uses only in this passage; it stands 
for the moment of opportunity, the fitting occasion, rather than 
for the "predestined hour" (wpa), on which the Fourth Gospel 
dwells with such insistence (see on 24). The fitting time had 
not yet come, Jesus says in reply to the suggestion, "reveal 
Thyself to the world" (v. 4); and by this is meant not the 
hour of His Passion, but rather the best time for that public 
manifestation of Himself as Messiah, which He would make 
when He went up to the Feast of Tabernacles (v. 8). Such 
public declaration was made, when He did go up: cf. vv. 29, 
33, 312. 28 etc. 

o 8£ Kmpo,;; o up.frepo,;; 'll'«VToT.! ea-Tw lToLp.o,;;. Their case was 
different from His. It did not matter when they went up to 
the feast; it was one of strict obligation, but the exact day on 
which they would present themselves in Jerusalem was of no 
consequence, provided that they attended. Any day would be 
a fitting day (Kaipo,) for them to arrive, for they would not be 
received with hostility, but rather with indifference. 

7. o& 8uvaTaL o KOO"fJ,O!i fJ,LO"ELV up.ii,;;, " the world (see on V. 4) 
cannot hate you," ilµ,ii,;; being emphatic. We have adopted 
(see on 212) the ancient belief that " the Lord's brethren " were 
children of Joseph by his first wife, and were not numbered 
among the Twelve. The language of this verse shows, at 
any rate, that Jn. did not regard them as members of that 
select company, for it assumes that there was no reason why 
they should be regarded with disfavour by the Jews who were 
hostile to Jesus, as His accredited followers would certainly be 
(cf. 1518). 

EfJ,E 8,1 fJ,LO"EL, Cf. 1518• 23• 24• The Koo-µ,o, which "hates " 
Jesus is that world which Jn. describes as lying in wickedness, 
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£uTiv. 8. Vµ.£l~ d.v&./3YJTf. Ei~ T~v EopT'YJv· EyW olJ7rw &.vaf3alvw £i~ T~v 
fopT~V TaVT'YJV, 6TL b lµ.o,; Katpo, OV71'W 71'£71'A~pwmL. 9. TaVTQ OE 
.l1rwv a&o, lµ.nv•v EV TV raALAa{q.. 

10. '!l,; OE &.vlf3'Y/uav oi &.o.>..cpot aliTOv El, T~V fopT~v, TOTE Kal 
al.To, &.vlf3'Y/, oli cpav•pw<; a.\Aa w<; £V KPV71'T'J', I I. oi oiv 'IovoatoL 

1 Jn. 519 (see on 19). But here the reference is only to the 
hostile Jews, as appears from the words which follow. 

OTL iyw /J,O.pTupw ,repl O.UTOU OTL TC1 epya. O.UTOU 1rOV'IJPll EO'TLV. 
He had denounced the Jews recently, and had said that their 
unbelief was due to moral causes (s42-45), wherefore they hated 
Him. Such denunciation was a form of His '' witness " to 
the truth (cf. 1837). See on 319, where the phrase ~v avTwv 
1rovrJpa Ta lpya has already appeared. 

8. &/leis dv«/3tJTE (the regular word for going up to Jeru
salem; see on 2 13) ets TIJV eopniv. ~*rA add TavT'f/v here, but 
om. ~c•BDLTNW®. vµ.<t, is emphatic, "Go ye up to the 
feast." 

eyw ou,rw dva./30.lvw ets Tl)V loprlJv TO.UT'l}V, "I (on the other 
hand) am not yet going up to this feast." 

omrw is read by BL TNWrA@, but ~D Syr. cur. have ovK. If 
ov1rw be read, Jesus is represented as saying that He is not going 
up immediately, as His brethren would have Him do. If we 
read ovK, His words would seem to convey to His hearers that 
He was not going up at all to this particular feast; and in that 
case He altered His plans afterwards (v. 10). 

OTL o t/J,os Ka.tpos (this is the true reading here, as against 
b Katpos o lµ.os, which the rec. text reads, from v. 6 above) 
ouirw ireir>..~pwTa.L. This is a repetition of the reason given in 
v. 6, with slight verbal changes, the stronger word 1r•1rA~pwTat 
being substituted for 1rap•unv. The fitting moment had not 
yet arrived for His public proclamation of His Messiahship. 
The repetition of the same thought in slightly different words 
is a feature of Jn.'s style. See on 316• 

9. TO.UTO. Se etirwv 0.UTO<; E/J,ELVEV KT>... So ~D*LNW, while 
BTrA® have a&ot,. But the emphatic avTo<; is thoroughly 
Johannine. 

Jesus goes up secretly to the Feast of Tabernacles 
(vv. 10-13) 

10. i:is Se dvlf3tJaa.v KT>..., " when His brethren had gone up 
to the feast," the aor. being used like a pluperfect (cf. 29 

and 444). 
T6Te Ka.l a.uTos d.vl/3,1, This was His farewell to Galilee, as 

lhe scene of His public ministry. 
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E(~'TOVV alrrov lv Tjj fop-rfi Kat EAEyov Ilov lu-riv EKEtVO'i; I 2, Kal 
yoyyvup.o,; 7rEpt alrrov ~y 7r0All'i lv 'TOL'i 5x>-ois· oi JJ,EY EAEyov on 
'Aya06,lunv· tJ>..Aot OE EAEyov O~, d>.M. 1rAavcj. -rov 5x>-ov. 13. oliOEt,; 
/J.f.V'TOt 1rapprJUl<f lAaAEt 7rEpt aVTOV Ota 'TOV cf,o/3ov 'TWV 'Iovoalwv. 

ou ci,avEpw,;; d.>..>..a. &,;; lv Kpu,m\', " not openly " (i.e. not with 
the usual caravan of pilgrims), "but, as it were, in secret," or 
privately. i:,, is omitted by ~D, but ins. BL TNW. There 
was nothing secret about His movements or His teaching 
when He reached Jerusalem (726• 28 ; and cf. 1820), but He did not 
go up publicly with the other pilgrims from Galilee. We find 
mention of disciples with Him at 92, but it is not certain that 
these were the Twelve (see note in foe.). 

11. ot oov 'lou8aiot '1t1JTouv auTov KT>..., " So the Jews (i.e. the 
hostile leaders; see on 119) were looking for Him at the feast" ; 
o~v perhaps being not merely conjunctiva!, but having refer
ence to the fact that Jesus, having gone up to Jerusalem 
privately, was not in public view. 

iroii lanv EKELvo,;;; " Where is He ? " So at 912• EKEtvo,, 
ille, does not carry with it any suggestion of rudeness or hatred, 
as Chrysostom supposed. It occurs very often in Jn. (see 
on 18). 

12. Kal yoyyuu,-,.o,;; irEpl QUTOU ijv iro>..oc; iv TOL'i, ox>..oL'i,. The 
order of the words is uncertain, but the variants are of no 
consequence. For yoyyvup.6,, the murmuring of a crowd, 
not necessarily hostile, see on 661, and cf. v. 32. The plural 
oi 5x>.oi occurs only here in Jn.· The reference is to the 
different groups of people that were gathered in the city, the 
Galilre~n visitors a~ong them. ~D have ev -r<i, 5x>-<t>, but the 
plural 1s probably nght. 

As might have been expected, the gossip of the crowds 
was partly favourable, partly hostile. Some said dya9o,;; iUTtv 
(cf. vv. 40, 43). This was an adjective of which He had 
deprecated the application to Himself, as really saying too 
little (Mk. 1018), Others said ir>..av~ Tov ox>..ov, " He leads the 
people astray," probably with allusion to His healing on the 
Sabbath day at the previous Passover season, and His claim 
to Divine prerogatives (518); cf. v. 4 7. 

For TOV ox>..ov, the Leicester cursive 69 has TOV<; oxAov,, 
an eccentric reading which would hardly call for notice were 
it not that the Vulgate, in common with the O.L. ej~ has turbas. 
This is one of the instances in which Jerome has been supposed 
to have used Greek manuscripts no longer extant. 

13. ou8El,;; ,-,.lVToL ,rapp11alq. i>..ci>..Et 1rEpl au-rou. For 1rappriala, 
see on v. 4; and for 1rappriul'l- AaAE'iv, cf. 726 1629 1820. 

Sul -rov ci,cS~ov Twv 'lou8alwv. The phrase is repeated 1938 2019, 
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14. ¥Ho,, 0£ T~<; fopT~<; JLECTOVCT1'J<; a.vt/3,, 'l1'JCTOV<; d, TO iepov Kat 
t8toacrKEY. 25. ¥E,\eyov oiv TLYE<; €K TOW 'lepocro.\.vµ,ELTWY Ovx OVT6<; 

in both cases, as here, the reference being to the ecclesias
tical authorities who terrorised the people; cf. 922, 1242• The 
common people were afraid to express any opinion in favour 
of Jesus, recollecting that, on His last visit, " the Jews " had 
been anxious to put Him to death (518). 

Jesus teaches in the Temple: He attracts the people, but the 
Sanhedrim seek His arrest (vv. 14, 25-36) 

14. ~8'1J Si TTJS fopTTJS JLEuoua-'IJ, KT>..., " When the feast 
was half over." The Feast of Tabernacles lasted for eight 
days (see on v. 2), so that this note of time (see Introd., p. cii, for 
Jn.'s liking for such notes) means that it was about the fourth 
day of the feast that Jesus presented Himself publicly in the 
Temple. The verb µ,e<rovv is not found again in the N.T., but 
it occurs in the LXX; cf. µ,e<rov<r71, T~, vvKTo, (Ex. 1229, 

Judith 126). 

a.vl/3'1) 'l'IJuoils ei.s TO iepov. The Temple was on a hill, so 
that &.ve/371 is the appropriate word (cf. Lk. 1810). The art. 
o is omitted before 'J17<rov, here by NBL T, appearing in 
DNWI'~® (but see on 1 29). 

Kal e8l8auKev, '' and began to teach"; cf. v. 28, 820, 1820• 

This is the first notice of the public teaching of Jesus in Jeru
salem, as distinct from the answers to objectors recorded in c. 5. 

25. The section introduced by v. 14, and then including 
vv. 25-36, has no reference to the Sabbatical controversy.1 The 
discussion about the breach of the Sabbath by Jesus, begun 
in c. 5, and ending with i 5-24, is not continued on this visit to 
Jerusalem, which took place some months after the former one 
(see on 71). About the fourth day of the celebration of the 
Feast of Tabernacles (714) Jesus began to teach publicly in the 
Temple, and His teaching attracted the attention of the citizens, 
who began to ask themselves if He might not be the Messiah 
after all, although the Jewish leaders were seeking to arrest 
and silence Him (725 - 27). At this point, Jesus declares openly 
that His mission is from God, and that in a short time He will 
return to Him (728 -33). His strange language about Himself 
disconcerts the Pharisees, who say scornful words (735• 36), but 
they do not arrest Him on this occasion. 

Some of the Jews were impressed by the public teaching 
now begun (v. 14). nves EK Twv 'lepouo>..u/J.ELTwv, sc. the 

1 See lntrod., p. xix, and on v. 1 above, for the dislocation of 
the text. 
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ECT'TLV Sv (1/TOVCTLV il'Jl"OKTeivat; 26. KaL rile ,rapp11u[q. ,\a,\eZ, Kat ovSEv 
0.VT'{' ,\/.yovuiv. µ,iJ 'Jl"OTe a,\110w, eyvwuav oi apxovn, 6Tt OVTO<;; ECTTtV 

0 XptCTTO<;;; 2 7. &.,\,\a, TOVTOV oi.Saµ,ev ,ro0ev foT{v· 0 Se XptCTTO<;; 6Tav 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, as distinct from the multitudes of 
country folk who had come up for the feast. The term 
'Iepouo,\vµ,e'i:Tat is found in N.T. only here and Mk. 1 5 (cf. 
4 Mace. 422 185). 

The Vulgate has ex Hierosolymis here instead of ex 
Hierosolymitanis, which the Oxford editors suggest may 
be due to the use by Jerome of some Greek text now lost. 
But Hz·erosolymitanis appears in d f q as Hz"erosolymitis, 
from which the transition is easy to Hierosolymis. · 

These shrewd townsmen were surprised that their religious 
leaders were seeking the death of One who spoke with such 
power. With 6v tTJTouuw d'Jl'oKTeivm, cf. v. I. 

26. KOL We. For t'.Se, see on 1 29• 

'll'oppTJutq.. For this word see on v. 4, and for -rra.ppTJuLo 
>..o>..ei, the openness with which Jesus taught, see on 1820. Th~ 
citizens were surprised that He had been allowed to teach 
without interference from the rulers, KOL ou8iv aun:i >..Eyouu,v. 

fl-~ 'll'OTE is not used elsewhere by Jn. Cf. its similar use 
in Lk. 315, where the people are wondering about John the 
Baptist, µ,~ ,roTe avTo, ei11 o XpiuTo,. So here: '' Can it be that 
the rulers in truth know that this is the Christ ? " ot apxovw, 
describes generally the members of the Sanhedrim (for the 
constitution of which, see below on y. 32). Cf. v. 48, 31, 1242 ; 

and see Lk. 2J13• 35 2420. 

The rec. ins. &.,\110w, before b XptuT6s, but om. ~BDLNW®. 
27. However, the Jews dismiss as untenable the thought 

which had passed through their minds that Jesus might be 
the Messiah (cf. 429), and that their "rulers" knew it. d>..M 
... , Nay, but ... 

TouTov oi'.8of1-EV '11'68ev euT(v, " this man, we know whence 
he is." Cf. 642, where "the Jews" said that they knew the 
family of Jesus. There was no mystery about Him now, as 
they thought. Many people knew His home at Nazareth 
(Mt. 1355). Presumably His disciples were with Him hence
forward. 

t, 8i XptO'TO!l lhov EPXTJTOL, ou8els YLVWO'KEL 'll'o8ev ~O'TLV. The 
birthplace of Messiah was held to be known, sc. Bethlehem 
(see on v. 42), but all else as to the time or the manner 
of His Advent was believed to be hidden. Westcott quotes a 
Rabbinical saying, "Three things come wholly unexpected
Messiah, a godsend, and a scorpion" (Sanhedr. 97a). The 
phrase " will be revealed " used of His appearance, 2 Esd. 

VOL. I.-18 
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£PXYJTat, ovlMs yww<TK£t -rro0ev £CTT{v. 28. £Kpatev otv £V T<p tE{'<p 

OtOa.CTKWV ;, 'I 'f/CTOV<; Kat >..iywv K&.,ue oLOaTE Kai oZoaTE -rr60ev eiµ,{· Kat 
&.-rr' iµ,avTOV OVK i>..~>..v0a, d>..>..' E<TTtV O.AYJ0tvo, ;, 'Trf/J-1/Jas µe, tv VJJ,EL<; 

728 1332, and in Apocalypse of Baruch xxix. 3, suggests (as 
Charles has pointed out) an emergence from concealment; and 
with this agrees the Jewish doctrine described in Justin, Tryph. 
110, " They say that He has not yet come . . . and that even 
if He has come, it is not known who He is (ov yivwuKETat ;;, 
ea-Tiv), but that when He has become manifest and glorious 
then it shall be known who He is." At an earlier point (Tryph. 8) 
the Jewish interlocutor says of the Christ, " If He be born 
and is anywhere, He is unknown, and does not even know 
Himself (ayvw<TTO, ECTTt Kat OUOE aura, 7rW fowov £7rl<TraTat), 
nor has He any power until Elijah having come anoints Him 
and makes Him manifest to all." These passages show that 
the evangelist accurately reports here the Jewish doctrine as 
to the mysterious emergence of Messiah from obscurity. 

EPX'IJTO.t, So BDLTW; ~~*N® have EPXETal., orav with 
the pres. subj. is rare in Jn. (cf. 844 1621), although not un
common elsewhere (e.g. Mk. 1225 134, Lk. 112• 21). 

28. eKpa.~1w. Kpa,e,v is used only once in the Synoptists 
of Christ's utterances, viz. Mt. 2i0, where it is applied to the 
cry from the Cross. Jn. does not so apply it, but it is used by 
him three times to describe public and solemn announcements 
of doctrine by Jesus ( 737 1244 ; cf. also 115, where it is used of the 
Baptist's proclamation). Cf. •Kpauyauev, 1143• 

EKpa.~ev o~v ev T'{' tep'{' 8L8uuKwv ••• , " So then (ot,,, in 
reply to the scepticism displayed by His audience) Jesus cried 
aloud, as He was teaching in the temple" (cf. v. 14). There 
was nothing secret about this teaching (cf. 1820 and Mt. 2666). 

Kd/.Lt o'lSa.Te ita.l o'Z8a.Te 1r68ev el/.LL This is not ironical 
or interrogative, but affirmative. It was true that they knew 
Him and His family (v. 27), but there was more to know. 
There is no inconsistency with 814, where see note. 

Ka.l d1r' e/.La.urou oi'.iK e>..~Xu&a., " and yet I have not come of 
myself." Ka{ is used for Kafroi as it is in v. 30 below, in 
accordance with an idiom frequent in Jn. (see on 1 10). The 
phrase &:1r' ep,avTOv ovK ;>.,~>..v0a is repeated 842 (where see 
note). Cf. 530 32s 1249 1410. 

d>..>..' eunv d>..'IJ9LVC~S ;, 1rl/.L,j,a.s /.LE, " but He that sent me 
is genuine" (see on 19 for d>..YJ0ivo, as distinct from &.>..YJB~s). 
The mission of Jesus was a genuine mission; He did not come 
to earth of Himself, but was sent by the Father (see on J17). 

The Father was genuinely His Sender. 
Sv ~/.LELS oGK onla.TE. Despite the fact that the Jews 
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OUK oi'.8an· 29. £YW oloa avrov, OTt -rrap' avrov Eip,t KaKELVOS /J,E 

&1riuTEiAt:v. 30. 'E,~Tovv otv aVTOv 1riO.ua1., Kal. oVOt:ls E1rf./3aAEv E1r' 

"knew what they worshipped" (422), they did not know God's 
character and purposes, and this scathing rebuke is addressed 
to them again (819• 65). That it might be said of heathen was 
not surprising (Gal. 48, 1 Thess. 45, 2 Thess. 1 8), and the per
secutions of Christians in the future were mainly to spring 
from this ignorance (cf. 1521); but here the sting of the words 
"whom ye know not," is that they were addressed to Jews, the 
chosen people. 

29. After Eyw, ~DN add OE; but om. BLTWr6.@ .. 
i.yw o'c'.8a a,h6v. This is repeated verbally 865, and again 

at 1725 in the form £yw OE uE iyvwv. These three words con
tain the unique claim of Jesus, which is pressed all through 
the chapters of controversy with the Jews. But it is not more 
explicit, although it is more frequently expressed, in Jn. than 
in Mt. u 27, Lk. 1022• 

on 1rap' achou EL/J.L, '' because I am from Him." See on 
646 for similar phrases in Jn., which imply a community of 
being between the Father and the Son (cf. 1 14 and 1627• 28). 

K«KEi:vos 11e d1rtaTELAEv. This sentence is not dependent 
upon on. "I know Him, because I am from Him," is the 
first point. " And He sent me " is the second (see on J17), 

£t<E'ivo, emphasising the main subject of the sentence, as so 
often in Jn. (see on 18). 

For o.1rlo-re1>..ev (BLTNW), ~D have &-rrEurn,\Kev. 
30. et~Touv o~v a,hov 1Tu£aa,, "Then (sc. in consequence of 

the claims for Himself made by Jesus, vv. 28, 29) they (sc. 
the Jewish leaders already indicated as His opponents, vv. 
1, 25) sought to arrest Him." This had been their purpose 
ever since the healing at the pool of Bethesda on a Sabbath day 
(516), their desire being to put Him to death (518 ,1· 25). The 
impf. £,'l}'Tovv marks in each case that the action was not com
pleted; and so again at ,44 (~0e,\ov) and 1039 (,,~Tovv). The 
original offence, of breaking the Sabbath (516, repeated 916), 

comes less into prominence now, because of the greater offence 
of blasphemy (518) with which they henceforth charge Him. 

ma,ew, to "take," is not found in the Synoptists; Jn. 
uses it again vv. 32, 44, 820 1039 u 57 of "arresting" Jesus 
(cf. Acts 124, 2 Cor. u 32), and at 213• 10 of" catching" fish. 

KUL o08els l1rE/3«AEV e'II'' UOTOV '"JV xei:pa, " and yet (Kut 
being used for Kafroi, as often in Jn.; see on 1 10) no one laid 
his hand on Him," the ecclesiastical authorities, no doubt, 
fearing to arrest one who had won attention from the people 
(cf. Mt. 2146). These words are repeated almost verbatim at 



276 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST, JOHN [VII. 80-81. 

atJTOV T~V XEtpa, on omrw (A'YJAV0£t 'Y/ i/,pa atJTov. 31. 'EK TOV ox>..ou 
8t: 'ITOAA.Ol E'ITl<TTW<TaV d. atJTov, Kal e>..eyov ·o Xpl<TTO, OTaV e>..0v, 
µ.~ 'ITA.dova <T'YJJJ,Eta 'ITOl'J<TEl i1v oVTo, E'ITO['YJ<TEV; 32. ~HKovuav ol 

v. 44 TlVt:, 8t: ~0EAOJ/ e( atJTwv 'ITUL<Tal atJT011, &.>..>..' otJ8d. ('1TE/3a>..ev 
e,r' atJTov TOS xe'ipa,: cf. also 320 I039, 

Jn. is at pains to bring out at every point that the persecu
tion and death of Jesus followed a predestined course. The 
Jews could not hasten the hour determined in the Divine 
purpose, and so the evangelist adds here, on ou1rw e>..ti>..il8n ~ 
wpa aihou, the same words being added in a similar context 
at 820 (cf. vv. 6, 8; and see on 24). 

81. EK TOU ox>..ou Se n-o>..>..ol E11"LCJ"TEUCJ"llV ELS a1h6v. Those 
who "believed on Him" (see for the phrase on 439) were of the 
common people rather than of the upper classes ( cf. vv. 48, 49). 
See 916. 

Kal ;}..eyov KT>..., "and they were saying, When the Christ 
shall come, will He do more signs than this man did?" (cf. 
Mt. 1223). Jesus had not yet told them plainly that He was 
Messiah (1024). 

After e>..eyov the rec. ins. on recitantis, but om. NBDL W®. 
After oTav e>..en the rec. has µ.frrt, but the better reading 
is ,-«-~ {NBDLTW). After UtJfJ-EL« the rec. has TovTwv, but om. 
l:(BDL TNW@. For en-oltiuev (NcBL TNW), l:(*D® and some 
vss. have 'ITote't. 

n->..efova UtJfJ-ELa. Jn. does not profess to tell of all the 
"signs" which Jesus wrought, but he alludes here (and at 2 23) 

to some which he has left undescribed. 
n->..e(ova UtJfJ-EL« n-oL~CJ"EL; Messiah was expected to be a 

miracle worker. The prophet had declared that in His king
dom " the eyes of the blind shall be opened and the ears of the 
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing " (Isa. 355• 6). A 
corresponding expectation of Messianic " signs " is found in the 
Synoptists as well as in Jn. Thus John the Baptist is stimulated 
to inquire further when he hears of " the works of the Christ " 
(Mt. II2 ; cf. Lk. 718); and one of the difficulties in the way of 
detecting " false Christs " is to be their power of showing 
" signs and wonders," which were a note of the true Messiah 
(Mk. 1J22). It was because Bartim:Eus recognised Jesus as 
"the Son of David " that he believed He could restore his 
sight (Mk. 1048). 

It is therefore a mistake to speak 1 of the Messianic signifi
cance of miracles as a Johannine peculiarity; it appears also 
in the Synoptists, although more conspicuously in Jn. (cf. 2 23 

1 Cf. Schweitzer, Quest of the Historical Jesus, p. 345. 
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<l>aptua'ioi TOV "XAOV yoyyvCoV'Toc; 7r£pl a~TOV TaVTa, Kol &.-rrl<TT£LAav oi 

419). The evangelist is true to the historical situation when he 
notes that the Jews expected " signs " from Messiah, as indeed 
they did from any one claiming to be a prophet (218 32 614 917 ; cf. 
1 Cor. 1 22). And the aim of the Fourth Gospel is to record 
selected " signs " of Jesus with the express purpose of proving 
Him to be the Christ (2031). 

32. ot cl>apura.i:oL: see on 124• The Pharisees had heard 
the whispered talk of the people (cf. v. 12), and they determined 
to silence Jesus. Accordingly they brought the matter before 
the Sanhedrim, so that measures might be taken for His arrest. 

The Sanhedrim (uvvl/lpwv) was the supreme council or 
high court of justice in Jerusalem during the period of the 
Roman occupation, and successive procurators left the ad
ministration of the law for the most part in its hands. It had 
no power to carry into execution a sentence of death, but it was 
the uniform policy of the Roman administration to support its 
authority. Three classes of members may be distinguished: 
(1) The &.pxuplic;, that is, the acting high priest, all ex-high 
priests, and probably some of their sons.1 They were the 
political, as well as the ecclesiastical, aristocrats of Jerusalem; 
and they occupied a position not unlike that of the Holy Synod 
in Russia before the Revolution, which comprised only the 
leading bishops, and had as presiding officer a highly placed 
layman. Their interests were centred in the Temple, and 
they had little concern for the synagogues, large part as these 
played in Jewish religious life. They were of the party known 
as that of "the Sadducees," a designation occurring only 
once in Mk., and not at all in Jn. (2) A second class, also 
belonging to the Sadducee interest, were known as -rrp£u/3vT£poi 
or elders: they were not priests, but were generally associated 
with them in policy, both the &.pxup,'ic; and the -rrp<u/3vT<poi 
being in opposition to (3) the third class, who were the 
Pharisees or scribes or lawyers (the titles ypaµ,p.aT£vc; and 
voµ.1Koc; are not found in Jn.). They were learned in the 
Jewish law and in the traditions that had grown up around it, 
being the party of austere and strict religious observance. 
Their influence showed itself in the synagogues rather than 
in the Temple, for the details of the ceremonial worship there 
did not come within their province. They regarded with 
apprehension the departure from traditional doctrines which 

1 See Schurer, History of Jewish People, Eng. Tr., n. i. 177 f., 203 f. 
Thus Annas and Caiaphas are both called apx«piis (Lk. 32) ; and in 
Acts 46 we have »Arva.so apx«pevs Ka.l Ka.i"a,Pa.s, although Annas was out 
of office at the time. 
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&pxiepEtS Kat oi <f.>apiua'ioi w71pfras i'va ma<TW<TLV avTOV. 33. ei1rev 
o~v o 'I71uovs 'En xpovov f-LLKpov µe0' ilµwv Elµi Kat i11rayw 1rpos TOV 
1rtµ1"avTa µe. 34. Cvr~<TET£ f-LE Kat ovx Evp~<TETE, Kal 011"01} Elµl EYW 

Jesus encouraged, and it was they who first brought His 
teaching before the Sanhedrim (cf. 1219). They associated 
themselves with the priestly or Sadducean party in bringing 
about His arrest and condemnation (183, Mt. 2762), although 
the chief priests appear as the principal agents. Cf. II49• 

o.'ll"l<ne,:\av ot dpx•epei:s Kal ot 4>apurni:o, 01M)pfras. The rec. 
text has oi <f>ap. Kal oi &px., but t-:BDL TW@ place the chief 
priests first in order, which is obviously right. Without the 
consent of the &pxiepets, the arrest of Jesus could not have 
been ordered by the Sanhedrim. oi &px. Kal o, <f>ap. are 
coupled together again 745 u 47• 57 (as also Mt. 2145 2762), and 
the combination stands for the Sanhedrim as an organised 
council or court. They now sent officers of the Sanhedrim, 
or, as we might say, " Temple police " (v1r71pfras; cf. v. 45, 

183• 12• 18 196), to make the arrest, which some of them had been 
seeking (iUTovv, v. 30) to bring about. 

33. el11"ev oov b 'l'IJ. If we press the causative force of otv, 
the meaning is that Jesus said that He would be only among 
them a little while longer, so that there was nothing to be 
gained by arresting Him. otv, however (see on 1 22), is not 
always to be rendered "therefore," and may be only a con
junction, "and so." 

The rec. adds avTots after oov, but om. ~BDLNW@. 
ETL xpovov /L•Kpov KT:\. The end of His ministry was near, 

and He knew it; it would come in "a little while "-in fact 
in about six months. The phrase f-LLKpov xpovov (or f-LLKpov alone) 
is repeatedly on His lips henceforth, according to Jn. (1235 1333 

1419 1616). Cf. 94. 
The rec. has µiKpov XP6vov (DNr.l), but t-:BL TW@ give the 

order XP· µiKp. 
Kal 011"ayw 11"pos Tov 11"E/J."1avTa /J.E. The words are repeated 

165• For the phrase " Him that sent me," frequent in Jn., 
see on J17• This was a saying of mystery, and the Jews could 
not understand it. 

il1rayELv is a favourite verb with Jn., and it is often used in 
the Gospel of Jesus "going to God" (cf. 814• 21 133• 33• 36 

144• 5• 28 165• 10• 17). It means strictly " to depart," and so is 
specially appropriate of the withdrawal of Christ's visible 
presence from among men, and His " going to the Father " 
or "going home." See on 1516 167 ; and cf. Mk. 1421 o µEv 
vios TOV &v0pw1rov v1rayEL, Ka0ws ylypa1rTa!. 

34. tTJTIJO"ETE. This is certainly the true text, only two 



Vll. 34-35.] HIS WORDS PERPLEX THEM 279 

vµ.E'i, 0~ Svva<TBE EA0E'iv. 35. Ei1l"OV o~v o1 'IovSa'ioi 1rpo,; £al/'TOV~ 
Ilou oVTo, JJ-€AAEt 1rop£11E<T0ai, 0Tt YJJJ,Et, o~x Evp~<TOp.EV airrov; ,_,.:;, El, 
'n}V S1aCffl'Opo.v 'TWV 'E>..>..~vwv µ.lAAEL 11"0pEVE<T0at Kat SiSa<TKELV 'TOV, 

MSS., II and 69, reading {r,Tevre. None the less, the Vulgate 
has quaerz"tz's, this being one of the renderings which suggest 
to some that Jerome followed a type of Greek manuscript of 
which we know little.1 

With vv. 33, 34, must be compared at every point 821 

and 1J33• 

t'IJT1JCTE'T£ JJ.E Kal o.:ix EUp1JO"ETE. BTN add ,.,., after Eup~<TETE: 

om. ~DLWrA®. "Seek and ye shall find" (Mt. i) is the 
promise of Jesus; but the seeking may be so long' delayed 
that the promise cannot be claimed. Cf. Lk. 1722 and Prov. 
1 28• So, here, the warning is of the danger of delay. "Ye 
shall seek me," sc. (not, as at v. 30, to kill me, but) as 
the Messiah for your deliverance, "and ye shall not find," for 
Jesus will not be present in the body, as He was then. 

Kal 01rou dp.l iyw KT>.., " and where I am," sc. in my 
essential being, in the spiritual world, "you cannot come." 
There is no contradiction between p.E0' i•µwv elµ[ of v. 33 and 
this statement; for the former only asserted His visible, bodily 
presence, whereas the latter (elµ.i iyw) spoke of His spiritual 
home. This can be shared only by those who are in spiritual 
touch with Him (1226 1724), as the Jews were not (cf. 821). 
Even His disciples, as He reminded them later, could not 
follow Him to the heavenly places :while they were still in the 
body (1333• 36). 

35. d1rov o~v ot 'touSaLot 1rpo,; fouTou,;, "the Jews said among 
themselves," i.e. the Jewish leaders or Pharisees of v. 32. 

,rou oho,; p.e'>..>..et ,ropeuecr8at ; '' Where is this person ( o~To, 
suggesting contempt) about to go ? " They did not under
stand what Jesus had said (vv. 33, 34) in words of mystery. 
µ.lAAEw here only indicates simple futurity (see on 671 for Jn.'s 
use of this verb). 

on ,jp.e'i:,; o.:ix eup1111op.ev mh6v. They speak ironically, feeling 
that it will be impossible for Him to escape them. .;,µ.e,s is 
omitted by ~D, but ins. BLTNAr®. Cf. 822• 

p.~ EL<; ~v Stacr1ropa.v Twv 'E>..>..11vwv KT>.., " Will He go to the 
Dispersion of the Greeks?" i.e. to the Jews who lived among 
Greek populations. Jews who lived out of Palestine were 
the 8ia<nropa Tov 'fopa~\. (Ps. 14 72, Isa. 496), and the term is 
often applied to them (cf. Isa. u 12 568, Zeph. J1°, Jer. 157, 

etc.). In I Pet. 11 (where see Hort's note), we have 8iau1ropa 
1 Cf. Wordsworth and White, Nov. Test. Lat., in loc.; and see 

above on vv. 12, 25. 
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• EM,,1•a,; 36. Tl, £UTLV 6 ,\6yo, otro, (jy £(,r€V z,,T'YJUETi /J,£ Kat 
ovx Ei!p~<IETf, KQL <),rov dµt lyw i!µEt, ov ovvau(JE l,\0£tV; 

37. 'Ev 0£ -rii luxa:rr, 7Jµtp<f -rii µEya,\r, ,,.~. iopri), £i<TT~K£L & 
'I,,uov, KQL £Kpat£v Atywv 'Eav TL, ouf,cj., lpxirr0w ,rp6, /J,£ Kal mvfrw. 

116VTov, 'Auia,, etc., the place of their residence being thus 
indicated. So here, 7/ oiau,ropa rwv 'E,\,\~vwv is " the Dis
persion among the Greeks." 

Kat lh8ao-KEW Touc; "E},Ju1vas; " and teach the Greeks," i.e. 
the heathen Greeks themselves, among whom the Jews of the 
Dispersion lived. (See on 1220 for "E,\,\,,v£, as indicating 
Greek proselytes, which is not the meaning here.) 

The Palestinian Jews of the stricter sort looked down on 
the Jews of the Dispersion and despised all Gentiles. There 
is, then, something contemptuous in their suggestion that 
Jesus may be contemplating a journey to foreign parts, where 
He may make disciples of Hellenistic Jews or even of the Greeks 
themselves. It is an instance of the " irony" of the evangelist 
(see on 145) that he does not stay to make the obvious comment 
that what the Jewish critics of Jesus thought so absurd was 
afterwards accomplished by the first preachers of His gospel, 
which embraced both Greek and Jew. 

86. Yet they are puzzled and uneasy, for they repeat His 
strange saying of v. 34 again: "What is this word which He 
said, You shall seek me and shall not find me, and where I 
am you cannot come ? " 

BDLNW® give o My. oOT., as against otr. & >.6y. of ~I'd. 

A special appeal to the people, who are divided in opinion, to 
the indignation of the Pharisees (vv. 37-49) 

87. Jesus seems to have continued His teaching daily, or 
at any rate continuously, in the Temple; and on the last day 
of the feast, He made a special and final appeal to His hearers 
to accept His message. 

EL<TT~KE~ 1 o '1710-ouc;. Jesus, like other teachers, was accus
tomed to sit as He taught (see on 63); but at this point, 
to emphasise the momentousness of His words, He rose and 
cried out (see on 728 for i1KpatEv, and cf. Prov. 83 93• 5), " If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink." Cf. 
Isa. 551. 

ipxlo-9w n-poc; p.E. So ~0 BLNTW®, but ~*D om. 7rp<J, µE. 
Cf. 635 • 

" The last day, the great day, of the Feast" of Tabernacles 
was probably the eighth day (see on J2), on which were special 

1 See on 1 86 for this form. 
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observances. The ritual on each day, and probably on the 
eighth day also (although this seems to be uncertain), com
prised an offering of water, perhaps (when the rite was initi
ated) symbolising abundance of rain to ensure a good crop at 
the next harvest. Rabbi Akiba says as much: "Bring the 
libation of water at the Feast of Tabernacles, that the showers 
may be blessed to thee. And accordingly it is said that who
soever will not come up to the Feast of Tabernacles shall have 
no rain." 1 At any rate, a golden vessel was filled with water 
from the Pool of Siloam, and the water was solemnly offered 
by the priest, the singers chanting, "With joy shall ye draw 
water out of the wells of salvation " (Isa. 123). 

This water ceremonial may have suggested the words of 
Jesus: " If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink." 

88. Ka8ws et1rev ~ ypacj,~ KT>... ~ ypacp'YJ always indicates 
a specific passage in the O.T. (see on 2 22), although (cf. 
v. 42 below) the quotation may not always be exact. Here, 
the source of the quotation cannot be identified with certainty, 
although, as we shall see, the idea of v. 38 is scriptural. The 
fact that we cannot precisely fix the quotation makes for the 
genuineness of the reminiscence here recorded. A writer 
whose aim was merely to edify, and who did not endeavour 
to reproduce historical incidents, would not have placed in the 
mouth of Jesus a scriptural quotation which no one has ever 
been able to identify exactly. 

The passage has been punctuated in various ways: 
(1) Chrysostom confines the quotation to the words "he 

that believeth in me," taking the rest of v. 38 as words of 
Jesus. Thus the "scripture" might be Isa. 2816, quoted in 
Rom. 933 in the form O 1TUTT€VWV €11", avnji 01! Karaiuxvvl/'Y]<T£TaL. 
But this exegesis is a mere evasion of the difficulties. 

(2) Some ancient Western authorities connect mvfrw 
with o 1TtuTevwv els lp,l which follows, putting a stop after 
,p,l : '' If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and let him 
drink that believeth on me. As the Scripture saith, Out of 
His belly shall flow rivers of living water." By this arrange
ment, avrov is understood of Christ, not of the believer. 

The colometry of the 0.L. codices d and e would agree with 
this punctuation.2 The Letter of the Churches of Vz"enne and 
Lyons 3 has . . . 'TOV v3a'TO<; T~'i {w~<; 'TOV -~LOVTO'i EK 'T~'i 
vri3vo<; 'TOV Xptu'Tov, which takes avrov as meaning Christ. 

1 Quoted by E. C. Selwyn in j.T.S., Jan. 1912, p. 226. 
2 Cf. J. A. Robinson, Passion of St. Perpetua, p. 98. 
1 Cf. F.useb. H.E. v. 1. 22. 
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So also Cyprian has " clamat dominus ut qui sitit ueniat et 
bibat de fluminibus aquae uiuae quae de eius uentre fluxe
runt." 1 Many Western Fathers are cited to the same effect by 
Turner.2 Loisy and some other modern exegetes favour this 
view. 

Burney held that this arrangement of clauses represented 
the sense, the Greek Kor.>..ia being due to a misunderstanding of 
the underlying Aramaic, and a confusion of j•~i;, " belly " 
(cf. Dan. 2 32) with i:¥1;) "fountain." He rendered v. 38 
accordingly, " As the scripture bath said, Rivers shall flow 
forth from the fountain of living waters," the allusion being 
to Ezek. 471. C. C. Torrey 3 also appeals to the Aramaic, 
rendering " As the Scripture bath said, Out of the midst of 
her (i.e. Jerusalem) shall flow rivers of living water," the 
reference being to Zech. 148. These explanations are in
genious, but they do not disclose any exact citation from 
the O.T. 

(3) We prefer the Eastern exegesis here. Origen is 
explicit in his reference of avrov to the believer in Christ: £l 
yap 7rEpL 'TOV 7rVEvµ.aTOS £lp7JTal .:is i',8wp (wv 7rOTaµ.wv 8iK7JV 
lK1rop£vaµ.£vov lK -rov mu-r£vov-ros • • • ' So, too, Cyril of 
Jerusalem (Cat. xvi. 11), Basil 5 (in Ps. 464), and Athanasius 
(Festal Letters, ix. 7, xliv.).6 That Christ is the ultimate 
source of living water, which represents the Spirit, is 
common to all interpretations; but these writers understand 
also that those who receive it from Him hand it on in their turn 
to others. 7 So in the Odes of Solomon (vi.) we have Christ the 
XE{µappo, 8 or torrent of living water spreading over the world, 
while the ministers of this draught of the Spirit relieve many. 
This is the Johannine doctrine of the Spirit, appearing again 
in another form at 2023• 

The reference of tK rijs Koi>..[as mhou to the believer is in 
strict correspondence with the earlier passage 410-14, where it 

1 Epist. lxxiii. II ; but cf. !xiii. 8. 
2 j.T.S., Oct. 1922, p. 66 f., and cf. Jan. 1923, p. 174. 
3 Harvard Tkeol. Review, Oct. 1923, p. 339. 
• Comm. in Joan. vol. ii. p. 250 (ed. Brooke); cf. also Hom. in 

Num. xvii. 4. 
• Basil's comment on the river of Ps. 46' is : Tis o' llv d?J o 1r0Ta.µos 

TOV Oeov 11 TO 1rvevµa, TO il:y,ov €K T'7S ,rl,news TWV els Xp11ITOV 'lf"E7rLCITevK6TWP, 
i-y-yev6µ,vov To'is ci~!o,s; He then quotes Jn. 738 and 414• 

6 Ephraim also ends the first clause with 1r1vhw (Hom. On oul' 
Lord, i. 41); and Tatian seems to have taken the same line, although 
this cannot be certain. 

' Syr. sin and Syr. cur. appear also to support this interpretation. 
8 So Origen (Selecta in Deut., Lommatzsch, x. 374) speaks of that 

good land ~s xelµa.ppos o Xp,crTas, 1rorlfwv To'is Tiis cro<f,la.s vaµa.cr,v. 
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m'.n-ov j:mSuovcnv voa-ro,; twvro,. 39. -rorTO OE e!,rev ,repl TOU Ilvev
p,a-ro, ov ;fJ.EAAOV Xap,(3&.vnv oi 7TL<J"TEV<J"aVTE, £1, ai'i-rov· OV1!"W yap 

is said of the water which Christ gives that it will be in 
the believer 7!"'Y/y~ voa-ro,; O.AAOP,EVOV Et, tw~v alwvwv. The 
imagery of " If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink," goes back to Isa. 551 ; and similarly (as at 414) the 
imagery of v. 38 goes back to Isa. 5811 : " Thou shalt be like 
a spring of water whose waters fail not." As we have seen 
on 414, this idea appears in many places in Hebrew literature, 
although the actual words cannot be traced. He who has 
drunk deep of the living waters which are the gift of Christ 
becomes himself, in his turn and in humbler measure; a foun
tain from which the water of life flows for the refreshment 
of others. 

The Koi,\{a is regarded in the O.T. as the seat of man's 
emotional nature (Prov. 2027). Water is often symbolic of the 
Divine Law (see on 410), and the Law is "in the heart "(Ps. 408) 

of Yahweh's servant, or, as some LXX texts have it, iv p,lu'I.' 
.,.;;. KoiX{a, p,ov. The Psalm goes on: "I have not hid thy 
righteousness within my heart, I have declared thy faithful
ness" (Ps. 4010). So again in Prov. 184 we have: vllwp {3a0v 
Myo,; w KapUq. o.vllpo,;, -rro-rap,o, ()E ava'IM'/OVH Kat 'Tr'YJ~ twij,;. 
Hence the O.T. conception is that the Divine Law is in the 
heart (Kapll{a or KoiX{a) of one inspired by the Spirit of 
Yahweh, like a fountain which cannot be repressed, but which 
perpetually sends forth a stream of living water. This is the 
Johannine teaching of 7d8. 

The use of Ko,Xia is in accordance with the Semitic habit 
of expressing emphasis 1 by mentioning some part of the 
body, e.g. "the mouth of Yahweh bath spoken it," "His 
arm wrought salvation." "Out of his belly " is only an 
emphatic way of saying "From him shall flow." The living 
waters to the thought of the prophets (Zech. 148, Ezek. 471) 

flowed from a holy place, viz. Jerusalem; but here they are 
said to flow from a holy man, viz. one who has believed in 
Christ. 

There is no difficulty in the construction, b ·nw-reuwv de; 
lp.l being a suspended subject; cf. 156 o p,lvwv iv lp,ol . 
ov-ro, cf,lp£L Kap-rr6v, and see on 1 12• 

39. TOuTo 8E e!'Jl'ev 11'epl -rou 11'VEOJJ,aToc;. We have here an 
explanatory comment by the evangelist on the words of Jesus 
which precede it; see, for similar comments, Introd., p. xxxiv. 
In this passage, at any rate, there can be no question of the 
accuracy of the interpretation. The Living Water sym-

1 See Barnes, J.T.S., July 1922, p. 421. 
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bolises the Spirit, which believers in Christ (not only the 
original disciples) were (eJJ,<A,\ov, cf. 671) to receive (cf. 1613, 
1 Jn. 324 413). As Paul has it ,ravTe, iv ,rvev/1-a £7rOTt<1"0Y/JJ-EV 
(1 Cor. 1213), the metaphor, of the Spirit as water, being the 
same as here. 

Lightfoot (Hor. Hebr. iii. 322) quotes a passage from the 
Talmud, showing that even by the Jews the libation of water at 
the Feast of Tabernacles (see on v. 37) was taken to symbolise 
the outpouring of the Spirit: " Why do they call it the house oj 
drawing? Because thence they draw the Holy Spirit " 
(Beresh. Rabba, fol. 70. 1). The Jews held that the Holy 
Spirit had departed after the deaths of Zechariah and Malachi, 
the last of the prophets, and they looked for a future outpouring 
(Joel 2 28 ; cf. Acts 2 17). 

The various readings are mainly due to attempts at inter
pretation. NDI'A® have 7!"t<J"TevovTe~, but BLTW have 
mOTeuuavns, the words primarily referring to the reception of 
the Spirit by the original group of disciples. B has o for the 
better attested oo. In the second clause of the verse, scribes 
have defined irveiJ/la by the insertion of aywv (LNWI'A), D 
reading TO 7!"VEVJJ,lt aywv f.7!", a&ot<;, and B aywv 0£00JJ,EVOV. 
LNTWI'A have ovo/,rw for ouirw (the reading of NBD®) before 
t!8ot1fo·811, 

For the force of 7!"L<J"TEVELV ei~ avTov, see on v. 5. 
ouirw yap ~v irveiJ/la, i.e. the Spirit was not yet operating or 

not yet present, elvai being used for ,rape'tvai, as in Acts 192 

&,\,\' ovt EL 7!"VEVJJ,a a.ywv f.(J"TLV ~KOV<TaJJ,EV. The Ephesian 
disciples could not have doubted the existence of the Holy 
Spirit; it was His presence or His operation of which they were 
doubtful. See also on 620• 

Attempts have been made to distinguish To ,rvevJJ,a, with 
the article, from ,rvevJJ,a without it; the former standing for 
the personal Spirit, the latter for a gift or manifestation of"the 
Spirit. The distinction may hold sometimes, but here it is 
hard to maintain it: " He spake ,repi Tov ,rvevJJ,aTo,, which 
they who believed on Him were to receive: for ,rvevJJ,a was not 
yet." We should expect, if the proposed rule about the article 
were sound, that at its first occurrence in this verse ,rvevµa 
should be without it. See above on J6, 424• 

ouirw ya.p ~v irveilµa, on o '1110-oils oun-w e8o~au811. Here Jn. 
introduces a conception, not explicit outside the Fourth Gospel, 
of the Passion of Jesus as His " glorification " (see on 114). 

It is the word used by Jesus Himself (1223, and by anticipation 
1331), and Jn. uses it a_gain in his narrative (1216). This is the 
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supreme illustration of the saying that "he that hateth his life 
shall keep it" (see on 1225). It is the continual paradox of the 
Gospel that death is the beginning of new life. And so it was 
not until Jesus had been " glorified " in death that the Spirit 
came upon those who were "in Him." The seed is not 
quickened except it die, and, to the thought of Paul, it was 
not until His Resurrection after death that Christ became a 
Quickening Spirit, 7mvp,a (wo1rowvv (1 Cor. 1545). Not until 
He had passed through death could His Spirit descend. Not 
until the Passion was over could He say >-.a/3,T£ 1rv,vp,a a.ywv 
(2022). Pentecost was, necessarily, after Calvary. This great 
conception is common to Paul and Jn. (cf. 1017 1232); and it 
follows from it that the death of the Incarnate Word was His 
" glorification." Cf. 171, and see further on 167• 

The verb 8ota(,u0m is used more than once of the death 
of a Christian martyr in later literature. Not only in the case 
of Christ (1216• 23 1331) might it be said that martyrdom was a 
" glorification" of the martyr himself; e.g. in the Canons of 
Peter of Alexandria (ci'rca 300 A.D.) we have: o-iSrw lrl<f,avo, 
'1t'pWTO'o Ka.r' i'.xvo, ai'.rrov p,aprvpwv avaS,tap,evo, . . . EV ovop,an 
Xp,urov eSotau/:i'Y/,1 The . rpo1raLOV of a martyr, his sign of 
victory, was the place of his death.2 

40. That many of the multitude (ox>-.o,) believed in Jesus' 
claims has been told already (v. 31). 

EK TOU ox}\ou oov d.KOIJ<TO.VTE'i TWV ~6ywv TOOTWV KT}\. We must 
supply riv.f, (as at 1617): " some of the crowd." The rec. 
text inserts 1ro>..Aoi (from v. 31), but om. ~BDLNTW®. 
Apain, ~he rec. text reads rov >-.oyov, but ~BDLN have r,;,v 
Aoywv rovrwv. 

We are not to take vv. 40-43 as referring exclusively or 
particularly to the effect produced by the great pronouncement 
of vv. 37, 38. Twv Mywv ToOTwv include the whole of the 
teaching which Jesus had given during the feast (vv. 25-38). 
This teaching was appreciated by some of His hearers, for 
a.Koveiv followed by a gen. implies (see on J8) an intelligent 
and obedient hearing (a point which is obscured by the acc. 
rov Myov of the rec. text). 

No doubt, the climax of the teaching was reached vv. 37, 38. 
The hearers of the words, '' Out of his belly shall flow rivers 
of living water," recognised that the claim involved was that 
He, of whose disciples such a thing could be asserted, was 
inspired in a peculiar degree by the Spirit of Yahweh. He 
must be the authorised exponent and missionary of the Law. 

1 Routh, Ret. Sacr., iv .. 34• 1 E.B., 4594. 
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41. aAAOl £AEyov ODro, lunv l, Xpurr6,· Ol OE £AEyov M~ yap EK 
rij, l'aAiAa{a, l, Xpiuros lpxerai; 42. ovx "I ypacf,~ ei1rev 6n EK 
roil ITlrEpp.a.ros flaue[S, KaL 411'0 B118>..eep. rij, KWfL'J• 61Tov ~v Aavdo, 
EPXETO.L l, Xpiuro<;; 43. ux{uµa otv lyfrero l.v r4l 6XA<e oi' avrov· 
44. TlVE<; OE ~0EAOV lt avrwv 7TtU.<TaL avrov, &.,\X OVOEL<; E1Tl/3aAEV l1r' 

Accordingly, some identified the speaker with "the prophet," 
the predestined successor of Moses. (See on 1 21 and 614.) 

41. cl>..>.oL e>.eyov KrA. Others went further, and said He 
was the Messiah Himself (cf. vv. 26, 31 ; and see on 1 20). The 
imperfects /,\eyov • • . £Aeyov indicate that such was the common 
talk. 

For ot Se e>.eyov in the second clause (BL TN®), aAAOl i\eyov 
is given again by NDl'A, and this may be right; cf. a,\,\oi ••. 
12AAOl at 99• 

/1.~ ya.p EK T1JS ra>..i>.a[as & Xpicrro<; epxerai; The introductory 
µ.~ yap implies a negative answer. 

41, 42. "Doth the Christ come out of Galilee?" They 
were incredulous, because the Scriptures had led them to believe 
that He would be "of the seed of David" (2 Sam. 712• 13, 

Ps. 13211, Isa. 111, Jer. 2J5), and from Bethlehem (Mic. 52), 
David's village (1 Sam. 1J16); and they were surprised that 
One coming from Galilee should be regarded as fulfilling these 
conditions. It is characteristic of the "irony of St. John" 
(see on 146) that he does not stay his narrative to make any 
comment. His readers were, he was sure, well instructed in 
the Christian tradition that Jesus was born at Bethlehem, while 
His home was at Nazareth in Galilee. See on v. 52. 

The suggestion (see on 144) that in Jn. the prepositions &1r6 
and lK may be distinguished in usage, the former applying to 
domz'dle and the latter to birthplace, will not apply here. 
Micah (52) said of Bethlehem ;_g oD µoi Ete,\evuerai, but this 
is changed to 41ro B118>.elp. (v. 42); and not only so, but the 
preposition EK is applied to Galilee, where &1r6 would be more 
appropriate, if the distinction could be sustained. See on 111• 

43. ux[up.a o~v iylvero iv T':) ilx>.'l-' Si' mhov. The people were 
divided in opinion about Him, as before (v. 12). A similar 
ux[uµa among the " Pharisees " and " Jews " is noted again, 
916 1019. 

44. This verse is repeated, with slight changes, from v. 30, 
where see note; cf. also 820• 

rives Se ~8e>..ov KT\., " some were inclined to arrest Him," 
sc. some of the crowd, who were divided in the view they took 
of Jesus and His words (cf. v. 40, EK rov c>x,\ov). At v. 30 it 
was not the common people, but the Jewish leaders, who sought 
to lay hands on Him. 
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avrov Ta, xe'ipa,. 45. ?H,\0ov o~ oi {J1r'l'Jpirni 1rpo, rnt, &pxiepe'is 
Kal. tf.>apt<ralov-., KUL Ei1rOV aVTOL'> EK£LVO£ Ato. 'T{ OVK ~yo:yen UVTOV; 

l{3aAev is supported by BLT, but ~DNWrA@ give the 
stronger form l1rif3o.Aev, as at v. 30. 

Other differences between v. 30 and v. 44 (apart from the 
omission in v. 44 of Jn.'s statement in v. 30 that the reason why 
the arrest of Jesus was not made was that '' His hour had not 
come") are:. (1) ~8eAov is not so strong as it~Tovv. Some 
of the crowd were inclined to arrest Jesus, but they did not 
seek to make the arrest, as His Jewish opponents did. (2) For 
the characteristic J ohannine use of Kai instead of lfafroi at 
v. 30, we have here the more usual a.n«r. (3) For T71v xe'ipa 
of v. 30 we have Tel'> xe'i:pa.,; at v. 44. Abbott (Diat. 2575) 
suggests that xe'ipa may be explained as Hebraic and xe'ipa, 
as Hellenic, comparing Esth. 62 where, for the Hebrew "lay 
hand on," the LXX has lmf3a,\e'iv Ta, xe'ipa,;. But this is too 
subtle. 

45. The report of the Temple police, who had been ordered 
(v. 32) to arrest Jesus, now follows, with a notice of the protest 
made by Nicodemus. 

No arrest had been made, evidently because the differences 
of opinion about Jesus and His claims were obvious, and it 
might not have been safe. So the police officers (,hr11pfra.L) 
report to the Sanhedrim (1rpc\'> Tou§ o.pxLepe'i:§ Ka.l. <1>a.pL<1a.(ous) that 
they had done nothing. But they (4!KE'i.voL, i.e. the Sanhedrim) 
ask why their orders were not obeye.d, SLn TL o&K ~yayeTE mhov; 

It should be observed that the section, vv. 45-52, narrating 
the anger of the Sanhedrim at the failure to arrest Jesus does 
not necessarily belong to this particular point in the narrative; 
although it suits the context, it would suit other contexts equally 
well. See on 812• 

46. The answer to the question, "Why did you not bring 
Him ? " is surprising and unwelcome : '' Never did man so 
speak." These official servants of the Sanhedrim had been 
impressed, as the Galilrean peasants had been impressed 
(Mt. 728• 29), by the power of Jesus' teaching. It is not to 
be supposed that vv. 33, 34, 37, 38, give more than frag
ments of what He said since the order was given for His 
arrest (v. 32); but it is noticeable that it was His words, not 
His works, that attracted attention, and it must have been 
disconcerting to those who were habitual teachers of the Law, 
to learn that the words of the new Teacher had made so deep 
an impression. His words were unique and without parallel, 
as also were His works, which He said were such as "none 
other did" (1524). 
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46. &.1reKpl0'1J<rav oi V7r'IJpeTaL 0vOE7rOTE l),aA'IJ<TEV OVTWS /lv0pw1ros, ws 
oiiros AaAEt o av0pw1ros. 4 7. a7rEKpt0'Y/<rav oiv avroi:s oi '1>apt<ratoi 
M~ Kat vµ,ei:s 7rE7rAO.ll'IJ<T0e; 48. µ,~ TLS f.K TWV dpxovrwv f.7rl<TTEV<TEV 
eis avrov ~ £.K rwv ct>apicra{wv; 49. d,\M, o <>xAos oiiros o µ,~ , ' , , , , , 
)'LIIW<TKWV TOV voµ,ov e1rapaTOL H<TlV. 

50. Al.yet NtKOO'IJµ,O, 1rpos a&ovs, 0 l,\0wv 1rpos a&ov 1rporepov, 
e!s fuv lt avrwv, 51. M~ 0 voµ,os ~µ,wv KplVEl TOV tlv0pwTrOV lav µ,~ 

After 0&8.!1rore t>..a>..11aev oiJTws liv8pw1ros, ~*DN® add '11s oOTOS 
(>..alei:) b liv6pw1ros. These additional words are omitted by 
~"BL TW, but the sense remains unaltered. 

47. The Pharisees, the most forward in the persecution of 
Jesus, as being the most zealous in the cause of Jewish ortho
doxy, reply for the rest p.~ Kal op.ei:s 1rm>..&v11a8e; '' Are you 
also led astray ? " See on 667 for the form of the question, 
which suggests that a negative answer is expected. Cf. v. 12 

for 1r,\avav. 
48. ,,.~ TLS EK TWI/ &.pxoVTWV l1rlaTEUITEI/ ELS aOTOI/; '' Did a 

single one of the rulers believe in Him ? " the form of the 
question, µ,~ ns, implying that a negative answer was the only 
possible one. Yet, a little later, this astonishing thing had 
come to pass, EK TWV dpxovTWV 7rOAAOt l1ri<TTEV<rav e1., aVTOV 
( 1242); but at this moment it seemed incredible. See on 
v. 32 for the tlpxovTEs, and cf. v. 50. 

~ EK Twv ♦ap1ualwv; " Or a single one of the Pharisees ? " 
Only a select few of the Pharisees were in the Sanhedrim, but 
the Pharisees generally were the most orthodox of all the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem (cf. 1 24 t32). 

The v1r'Y/pfra, are blamed severely because they did not 
do as they were told, and it is truly remarkable that they had 
not arrested Jesus. Subordinate officers, the Pharisees seem 
to say, have no right to judge of the expediency of an order 
which they have received. 

49. &.>..>..a. b ox>..o'i, oOTO'i, b ,,.~ YLVWITKWV TOI/ vop.ov E1TapaTol 
etu1v. The Rabbis had a profound contempt for the unlettered 
multitude, y,~;, ov, who were not learned in the Torah. 
l1raparo<, does not occur again in the N. T. 

Interventz·on of Nicodemus (vv. 50-52) 

50. >..lye1 N. 1rpo<i> a&Tous, sc. to the Pharisees. For this 
constr., see on 2 3• 

ets Cw l~ a&Tciw, sc. being a member of the Sanhedrim, and 
so taking up the challenge of v. 48. For the constr., see on 140• 

Most MSS. add b lMwv 1rpos aOTOI/ 1rpoTEpov, thus identi
fying Nicodemus with the person described in 31. ~* omits 
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dKOVU!J 7tpwrov -;rap' avrov Kat yvie TL 'Tr0L£L; 52. d7r£Kp[()-quav Kat 
£i-rrav aime M ~ Kat UV EK T~, ra,\1,\a{a, £i; EpavV'Y}UOV Kat i'.8£ ()T( EK 
r-ry, ra,\i,\a{a, -rrpo,f,1r'YJ, OVK ey£,p£Tat. 

the words; Nra insert vvKr6, (from 32), omitting -rrp6r£pov; 
D has vvKro, ro -rrpwrov (the true reading at 1939). 

If the story of Nicodemus could be held to belong to the 
last week of the ministry (see on 31), then this passage would 
be the first mention of him, and the words omitted by ~* would 
be, in that case, a later gloss added by an editor. 

51. The expostulation of Nicodemus is characteristic of 
the cautious timidity of the man. He rests his case on a 
recognised principle of law, and suggests that the procedure 
intended by the Sanhedrim will be illegal; but he does not 
explicitly espouse the cause of Jesus (see on 31). That a 
report should not be received without scrutiny (Ex. 231), and 
that both sides should be heard (Deut. 116), are principles 
implied in the Jewish legislative code. 

With rov civ8pwirov, sc. "any man," cf. 2 25, Mt. 1036• Less 
probably it might be rendered "the man," i.e. the man who is 
accused (cf. Mt. 2672). 

tclv .... ~ dKouan ,rpwrov ,rap' a.}rou. Field (in loc.) points 
out that &.Kovnv -rrapa nvo~ is a classical phrase for hearing a 
man in his own defence; but the phrase occurs in Jn. in other 
passages where this is not implied (see on 140). 

For irpwrov (~BDLNW@) the rec. has -rrplmpov. 
52. The members of the Sanhedrim had no sympathy with 

the plea for delay which Nicodemus put forward. Was he 
also a Galilrean, like the Galilrean whose case he was defending ? 
(see v. 41). Let him search, and he will see that it is not from 
Galilee that a prophet is arising. These aristocrats of Jeru
salem had a scornful contempt for the rural Galilreans. 

For lyElpEraL (NBDTNW@) the rec. has ly1y•prai. If 
the reading Ey~y•prai were correct, the assertion that from 
Galilee no prophet has arisen would be obviously untrue. 
Jonah, at any rate, was a Galilrean, for he was of Gath-hepher 
(2 Kings 1425), which was in Galilee (Josh. 1913). And 
possibly Hosea, whose prophecies were concerned with the 
Northern Kingdom, was also a Galilrean. 

There was nothing in O.T. tradition to suggest that Galilee 
was an inferior district of the Holy Land. Isaiah, in particular, 
had sung of the days when Zebulun and N aphtali should 
be made glorious " beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles " 1 

(Isa. 91). It is not likely, therefore, that the saying eK Tij,; 
1 See G. A. Smith, Histor. Geogr. of Holy Land, p. 428 n., for con

siderations which show that this was on the west side of Jordan. 

VOL. J.-19 
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ru>..L>..uC«!. 11'pocj,~T1J!. o&K iyeCpeT«L was a proverb, as the form 
of the sentence might suggest. It is a merely contemptuous 
assertion, " Out of Galilee is not arising a prophet " (cf. 
v. 41). See on 146 • 

lln is not to be translated "for," but" that." 
For the verb lpavviiv, see above on 539, the only other place 

where it is found in Jn. Possibly ip«uV1Ja-ov has reference here 
also to a searching of the Scriptures; but it is more probable 
that the meaning is '' if you will take the trouble to look, you 
will see that out of Galilee no prophet is arising." Cf. 2 Kings 
1023 lpEVVYJ<TaTE Kal. illeTe, where lpevv~<TaTE is only ampliative 
of l8eTE, as here. 

[For 753-811 see the notes at the end of Vol. II. on the 
Pericope de Adultera.] 

END OF VOL. I. 
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