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MAZZAROTH · 
OR, 

THE TWELVE SIGNS IN THE BIBLICAL HEAVENS. 

u I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers; unto which pro
mise, our twelve tribes, instantly serving God day and night, hope to cnmc-."-Acts xxvi. 6, 7. 

IN commeucing the twelfth volume of 
Tm: EA.i.nrnN VESSEL, (casting away, 
for the present, the editorial " we,") I 
shall simply endeavour to direct the at
tention of my readers to some few things 
which THE WORD OF GoD, and the present 
aspect qf affairs in the nations and king
doms qf the eartk, present to our view. 
I feel an exceedingly heavy burden upon 
my spirit in starting-and much diffi
culty and dryness lays on my mind; still, 
I hope, after a few struggles, to get 
freely and fully into that wide sea of truth 
the contemplation of which has, for a 
number of years, been the richest enjoy
ment my soul has known. 

Sleepless nights and tiresome tossings 
in the dark hours before the dawn of the 
morning, are no strange things to me ; 
and I cannot but hope, at this very mo
ment, that in some sense, the words o! 
Elihu have been true in my case, where, 
speaking of some of the Lord's dealings 
with the children of men, he saith, " In 
slumb8rin,qs upon the bed, he revealetk, or 
uncovereth the ears qf men, anJ sealeth 
their instruction." This, I trust, has 
given rise to what I hope to lay before 

'my readers during the comiug year, if it 
please the Lord to spare my life, and to 
help me in my labors. 

Monday night, the 17th December, 
was a night of great distress in my soul. 
No sleep could 1 get. One thought
amid a thousand painful ones-came to 
my mind; it was this : "You are about 
to begin the twelfth volume of THE 
EARTHEN VESSEL; and there is some
thing very remarkable, and some things 
full of the deepest in1otruction to the 

VoL. XII.-No. 132. · 

church of God, in the number Tw.t:Lvi-: 
as used in the Bible. 

I arose at two o'clock in the morning; 
obtained a light ; took the Bible and the 
Concordance, and to work I went, 
searching for that hidden treasure, which 
a secret something told me was concealed 
in the sacred pages of that most precious 
book. 

The words of Paul, which I have 
quoted, at the head of this page, were· 
most precious to my soul at that time : 
"THE HOPE OF THE PROMISE MADE 01' 

GoD UNTO OUR l'ATEIEHS, UNTO WHICH 
:PROMISE, OUR " TWELVE" TRIBES 
- INSTANTLY SERVING GoD DAY AND 
NIGHT - HOPE To COME." I searched 
diligently for " THE :enomsE MADE OF 
GoD UNTO ouR FATHERS;" and tho~ht 
of the TWELVE TRIBES-the worshippmg 
family of God, and of their position as 
expressed by Paul, '' unto which promise 
they HOPE TO COME;" but upon the me
ditation of these things I could not long 
remain ; for one sentence fastened itself 
upon my affections, and appeared like A 
KEY put into my hands, wherewith some 
of the treasures of holy knowledge were 
to be opened up, nnd searched out. Tiw 
sentence was this-" CANST Tuou BRING 
l'OBTH nIE TW~LVE SIGNS P" It is Cru
den's interpretation of Job xxxviii. 32. 
Our Bible reads - " <Janst thou bring 
forth M azzaroth in his season ? or, canst 
thou guide .J.rcturus with his sons?'' But, 
in the margin, the word " Mazzarotlt" is 
rendered, the twelve ,igns. 

'l'his solemn question was one among 
many which the Lon.n put to Job, w)ien 
he answered him out of the whirlwind 

B 
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and it is one that is connected more with 
the natural, than with the spiritual 
heavens. I would not, therefore, trifle 
w;th this word ; but, inasmuch as it 
was the handmaid winch led me to look 
for "THE TWELVE SIGNS" in the 
Bible, and, inasmuch as I found therein 
twelve distinct signs of the grace and 
glory of God as developed in the salva
tion of his people; I would humbly trust 
that the Lord cannot be angry with 
me-that his people will not be offended 
with me; and that I shall not "darken 
counsel by words without knowledge,",if 
I attempt to stir up the minds of the peo
ple by publishing THE TRUTH as typed 
out in tl1ese sighs, which, like so many 
brilliant stars, are set by the Lord the 
Spirit, both in the Old and in the New 
Testaments. 

The times in which our lot is cast 
would seem to demand of us the fullest 
cleclaration and dealing out of Divine 
truth that lies in our power. The long 
and hea,,y war bas brought, and is bring
ing, distress of nations. Oh, what 
poverty ! what misery! what destitution 
is to be found, even in our own land ! 
Large firms are breaking ; long-standing 
commercial interests are sinking; pale
ness and poverty meets us at every t.run. 
,v e see too much, and feel too severely 
these facts, to either question them, or 
say much on them. Things are so ; and 
nothing but the covenant of grace, the 
promises of a faithful God, the blessed 
gospel, the work and witness of the 
Eternal Spirit, nothing short of living 
truth in the power and preciousness of it, 
can possibly be a balm for all these pain
ful wounds, or a substantial cordial for 
our fears. For the most part, too, our 
churches are weak, and our ministers nre 
in great distress. A form of godliness, 
without the/ower-a rapid spread-of in
fidelity-au a host of awful delusions, 
these things are the features of our times. 
·wherefore, unto every man who hath the 
talent and the time ; the will and the 
way ; to every such favored son or ser
vant, the Word saith, " Whatsoever thy 
hand findeih to do, do it with all thy 
might: for there is neither work nor de
vice in the grave, whither we are fast 
hastening.'' 

Sign. are not substances : but the 
signs which God bath given, (if we are, 
by THE SPIRIT, led iuto a spiritual and 
special knowledge of them), will furnish 
our minds with some of that saving 

knowledge of which Wisdom speaks, 
when she saith, "Riches and honoi· a,·e 
Mith me: .rea, dui-able ,·iches and r(!Jhte
ousness. llfy fi-uit is better than gold; 
and my revenue than choice silvei•, I 
lead in the way if righteousness, and in 
the midst ef the paths if judgment; that I 
may cause tliose that love me to inherit 
tubstance; and I will Jill their treasures." 
In the dust of self-abasement, low at the 
feet of Mercy's throne, would I entreat 
the Lord thus to bless my soul in writ
ing; and the souls of all that here mayread. 

"'fIIE TWELVE SIGNS IN THE BIBLICAL 
HEAVENS." (Of course, I shall confine 
myself to those types, signs, and meta
phors, which are specially of new cove
nant offspring : although the others may 
be considered, if the Lord permit). 

The FIRST SIGN, is that little typical 
bundle of life, "THE TWELVE SONS 
OF JACOB." "Now the sona if Jacob 
were twelve." Leah bare him six: Reu
ben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, and 
Zebulun. Rachel bare him two: Joseph 
and Benjamin; and Bilhak bare him 
two: Dan and Naphtali. Beside these 
were Gad and Ashur. These patri
archs, and heads of the tribes of Israel 
are for signs and for wonders. I believe 
the Divine sovereignty in the choice of 
the heirs of promise ; and the great va
riety of character, office, and spirit, in the 
church of God, are herein to -be discovered 
of which I must speak under that head. 

The SECOND SIGN is found in " the 
twefoe wells of wate1'." Very soon after 
poor Israel had sung their happy song 
on the shores of the Red Sea, "Moses 
brought them from thence out· into the 
wilderness of Shur; and they went three 
days in the wilderness, and found no 
water. They went on to Marah, where 
there was water, but so bitter they could 
not drink. Like unto this, is now the 
condition of many a child of God; they 
have been delivered; they have sung 
their happy anthems of praise and thanks
giving; thty have rejoiced in God their 
Saviour; but after this, into the wllder
ness they come. The streams of salva
tion do not flow; the refreshing draugh~s 
of the gospel cannot be found; or, 1f 
there be a ministry, it is bitter, brackish, 
unsound, un8avory, and witho•1t profit. 
What crying, then, unto the Lord ! 
What mournful days are spent! But 
when the Tree of Life is found, when the 
power and presence of Christ is enjoyed; 
the hitters are turned to sweets ; an<l 
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Elim's shade, and flowing wells, doth 
make them glad again. This will be the 
second sign to be firoue-ht fort.h, if grace 
and life be given. I wish it to be under
stood I am here simply naming the 
metaphors; notes and reflections on 
them, I must reserve for each succeeding 
month. 

The THIRD SIGN is found in Exodus 
xxiv. 4-" Moses wrote all the words of 
the Lord ; and rose up early in the morn
ing, and builded an altar under the hill, 
and TWELVE PILLARS, according to 
the twelve tribes of Israel." Here were 
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes; shew
ing how eternally complete and all
sufficient the mediatorial work of Christ 
was for the election of grace - and as 
these pillars stood between the Mount 
Sinai and the people ; so doth the glori
ous Mediator stand between the law, 
(wit.h all its penal threatenings, curses, 
and condemnings), and those the Father 
bath given him ; and as Moses sent 
yo,rng men of the children of Israel to 
offer burnt offerings on this altar stand
ing upon these twelve pillars, so do all 
true believers draw near to God upon the 
ground of that which CHRIST the Lord 
for them bath done. Oh, the sacred 
beauties of the dear Redeemer's work ! 
How great ! How full of glory, virtue, 
efficiency, and praise, are all my Saviour's 
acts and doin~s ! Through these glim
mering lights rn the Old Dispensation, I 
see something of the King in his beauty; 
and deeply feel, that thrice happy and 
eternally hlest is that. dear soul, that 
doth this glorious Saviour know. [I 
must go on to read my text.] 
~· The FouRTH SrGN .is transcendantly 
delightful. lt is the Breast-plate with 
the TWELVE PRECIOUS stones contained 
therein, of which I must not here say 
one word,-because the whole of the 
type must be fairly and fully considered. 
But we must read Exodus xviii., from 
verse 15 to 20 ; and if our minds in holy 
contemplation should be led, how divinely 
great our joys will be ! For ever must 
wo praise the Lord, for what I may call, 
the preparatory and the illuTllinating 
provisions of the Old Testament ! By 
figures so chaste-by metaphors so full 
of expression-by signs so unmensurably 
significant-the Lord bath condescended 
to let down some faiut and feeble dis
coveries of the amazing glories of the 
11pper and the better world: and when, 
by tire Light of Life, through these 

ceremonial telescopes we look, how en
amoured our souls become ! And as 
through them we catch a glimpse of God 
in Christ-of Christ in the flesh-of 
Immanuel in glory-of Jesus coming 
down to save poor guilty sinners-and 
of the Good Shepherd gathering, enfold
ing, feeding, and instructing his sheep, 
we cannot keep silent; but cry out 

" If such the sweetness of the stream, 
What must the fountain be!" 

Leviticus xxiv. 5, contains the FIFTrr 
SIGN. "Thou shalt take fine flour, and 
make TWELvrs CAKES; and thou shalt set 
them on two rows ; six in a row ; uP0N 
THE PURE TABLE BEFORE THE LORD. 
And thou shalt put frankincense upon 
each row ; that it may be BREAD FOR A 
MEMORIAL "-(do mark these mighty 
sentences : every one is so full of the most 
glorious Gospel,]-" ~ven an riff ering 
MADB BY FIRE unto the Lord." 

The remaining seven signs I can only 
name; as the space allotted to me jg 
filled up. The SIXTH SIGN i~ in Josh na 
iv. 3.,-the TWELVE STONES taken up by 
Joshua's twelve men, and carried on 
their shoulders before the ark of the 
Lord. The seventh is in 1 Kings viii. 
25, "the Molten Sea," standing upon 
twelve yoke of oxen. The eighth sign is 
Elisha ploughing with TWELVE YOKE oF 
OXEN,-" and lie with the twelfth." 1 
Kings xix. 19. 

The twelve baskets of fragments
" a -crown of twelve stars" - the twelre 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels" -
and " the tree of life, which bare tu:elce 
manner of fruits," complete the Twelve 
Signs-which the Spirit of God bath been 
pleased to use as emblematical of divine 
mysteries ; the interpretation of which 
that same Spirit only can give ; hut as 
He " deviseth means," I have hoped He 
may graciously condescend to use me in 
some measure for the further edification 
of bis people; and the circulation of his 
trnth. 

I humbly hope my brethren and sisters 
in Christ may all be led into a prayerful 
and holy contemplation of these signs ; 
and not a few valuable papers, I trust, 
will be written by others, in connection 
with my own; that the Twelfth Volume 
of the EARTHEN V Essn may be filled with 
records of the inexhaustible fulness, the ii:
describable glories, and the invaluable 
blessings of the everlasting covenant. 
So prays their servant in bonds, 

TUI'] EDITOR, 
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EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS: 
LETTER XIX, 

M,: good Theophilus, in my last letter to 
you I set before you the I wo distinct principles 
of regeneration, and of human, indindual rc
si1onsibility, nnd proposed t,o go ou to shew 
some of the delusions a::d evils arising from 
substituting the principle of human duty for 
that. of regeneration. But before going on 
into such matters, I think it will tend to clear 
our way if I set before you a.nothe,· principle 
in which many of the inntations, exhort.ations, 
expostulations, and po.rabies of the Word of 
God are founded. The principle to which I 
here refer is that of a pi·efession of the name 
of the Lord. He that saith he abideth in him, 
ought to walk also as he walked. The Saviour 
walked in perfect harmony with the new cove
nant; and in walking in perfect harmony with 
this covenant, he walked in harmony wlth all 
that wa.s of God ; Jo.,.e being the fulfilling of 
the law, as well a.s of the gospel. 

Now, I wish you here to take particular 
notice that the exhortation and parables I am 
about to set before you are founded, not in 
the false delusive doctrine that it is the duty 
of a dead sinner to come sanngly to Christ., 
No; but are founded on the prefession made 
by those to whom they are addressed. 

Let us begin with Psalm xcv. Here we 
ham those who stood out clear, as the people 
of his pa.sture, and the sheep of his hand. llut 
there were some who pefessed to be the peo· 
pie of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand, 
who seemed to have but very little ear or 
heart for pa.storal or new covenant truth; 
and yet professed to be people of God. Now, 
then, not, I say, founded on the ground of the 
humanly devised doctrine of its being I he 
duty of the dead sinner to come sanngly to 
Christ; no, but on the ground of the profes
swn they made ; therefore it is, "If ye will 
hear his voice, ( that is, his truth-for the 
truth is his voice), if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts." 

grcnt theme of the first chapter of that Epistle 
-And that Iheme is summed up in one verse: 
"Who, being the brightness of his glor,r, and 
the express Image of his Person, upholdmg all 
thing-s by the word of his power, when ho had 
b,r hunself purged our sins, ant down on the 
nght hand of the :Majesty on high." 

1st. Here is a brightness which is sure not 
only to charm and enliven the aged pilgrim, 
but will att.ract also the eyes of the now-born· 
soul. 

2nd. Here is an oneness with the Father, 
which commends the Saviour to a poor, help
less, self-despairing sinner. He is avmighty 
to save ; ho is the express, or exact Image of 
the Father. He is God. 

3rd. Here is sustentation-"Upholding all 
thing;s by the word of Ji!s po~er." Now, the 
law, m consequence of em, will break down all· 
things; and this you, my good Theophilus, 
felt when conviction of sin siezed your soul. 
You were shaken to the very centre; the 
heavens and the earth seemed to tremble 
around and under you; you folt that you were 
without hope and without God in the world. 
But there is still a nobler word-it is the word 
of the gospel ; and if there be on the one 
hand an all things to be broken down, so, on 
the other hand, there is an all things to be 
holden up ; an all things made new; an all 
tMngs to be inherited; an all things which 
cannot be moved ; and this aU things is by 
the warfare accomplished by the Saviour. 
This word of his power is our strength ; that 
just as this word stands good, so will our hope 
be sure and stedfast; while, by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, we shall abound therein. 

4th. Here is the abolition - the putting 
away of sin, and that for ever. There is no 
more remembrance of them ; for if there were, 
there would be more sacrifice called for. 
Hence, under the Old Testament, there was a 
fresh remembrance of sin every year; but in 
one offering here made there is no more remem. 
brance of sin; it is blotted out, forgiven, and 
forgotten. This one offering carries us without 
a cloud into eternity; constitutes us a morn
ing without clouds; pure even as he is pure; 
righteous and free, even· as he is righteous 
and free; no higher, stronger or dearer tie 
than this to unite to the blessed God can be 
found; it will make us perfect in love. 

The linng new covenant truth of God in 
the order and vital experience of it, is that 
against which the heart of a mere professor, 
more than against anything under heaven, is 
hardened. Strong may be their pity for llar
rabOB-but of the truth their language is
"Away with it !" It is, then, to those who 
prof••• the name of the Lord, that the words 
are addreesed, " If ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts." As though it said, 
You profess to be the seed of Abraham; see 
tho.t you are brought experimentally into the 
bond of the same swom and immutable cove
nant; see that ye are sealed with the same 
Spirit of promise as was Isaac ; see that ye 
prevail with God as did J acoli ; that you are 
brought to the same ladder of etema1 truth. 
lly these truths Jehovah will, by his own peo
ple, be remembered to all generations. 
. T~e a.pestle Paul, as you are aware, makes, 
m his EpIBtle to the Hebrews considerable use 
of this 95th Psalm; and the' opostle is there 
addressing the profes•ing church; and there 
were some among them of whom he stood in 
doubt; they seemed not rightly united to the 

6th. He put away our sins by himself. 
Who shall undertake to describe the depth 
and awfulness of the solitude into which he 
went? Truly he was by himself. Of the peo• 
ple there was none with him, except those who 
were against him. He went to the end of the 
curse of the law. This is what neither lost 
man nor fallen angels can ever do. Hell it
self is not so far from God in suff6ring as the 
Saviour went. He went deeper than hell, 
he drank the last drop of the cup of penal 
wrath. However far from God we had gone 
in sinning, he went in suffering; and such is 
our enmity naturally against God, that if wo 
had it in our power, we should not spare the 
Almighty himself; ns is beyond all dispute 
proved m the awful crime . of slaying the 
Prince oflife; and we are aµ '!'ir~ually gu!lty. 
If men did but know what am 1s m the sight 
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of God, never would they glory, save in Him · 
alono who ie worthy to be praised. 

"By himself," therefore, will mean, not only 
that his own arrn brought salvation unto him, 
but that ho was driven by tho Spirit into a 
wilderness in his death, infinitely worse than 
the wildornese into which he was driven in his 
life; into a wilderness not where there were 
wild beasts of earth, but the more ,ferocious 
wild beasts of hell. Psalm xxii. 13. None 
ever so well knew what the powers of darkness 
were, as did the Saviour, by what he suffered. 

Man was originally drwen out of Par1,1eiise. 
"He drove out the man from his presence," So 
it was one part of the curse taken by the 
Saviour. He was driven out from the presence 
of the Lord once in his life, and also in his 
death. We by einning are driven out, but he 
by suffering for our sins. And he thue in his 
suffering reached the uttermost of our sinner
ehip, and so "he is able to save unto the 
uttermost all that come unto God by him." 
Then it was that he felt his need of being all 
that he was, both in holiness and in power. 
He had been tried all his life, yet not one spot 
could be fastened upon him. "He did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth; yet it 
pleased the Lord to bruise him." He bath 
put him under all our griefs. And here it 
was he exclaimed, "Mf God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ?' Do not here over
look the empllasis laid upon filial relation
ship. "My God, my God." Is not this to 
ehew that all the hell of hells, the curse of 
curses, the agony of agonies, and death of 
deaths, which he was tnus enduring, could 
l!IOT make him disown God, nor cease to love 
him. No, these waters could not quench his 
love, neither could floods drown it. Whereas 
a very small portion of such wrath would set 
both men and devils blaspheming the God of 
heaven and earth. Jsa. viii. 21. Not only 
did the Saviour remain spotless through life, 
but aleo through death. 

The law in charging our sins upon him, 
ministered evil unto him, but truly he re
turned good for evil, truly when the law of 
retaliation for our sins came upon him, he was 
as a lamb lod to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers he opened not his mouth. 
When the law emote him on the one cheek, he 
turned the other also; and if the law sought 
of him a seamless coat of righteousness, he 
gave himself to the law in the cloak of his zeal 
!llso, And if the law compelled him to go as 
it were one mile, he went with it as it were 
twain. He honoured it in life and in death ; 
and if the law of him would borrow a good 
name, he turns not away, but magnifies the 
law, and makes it honourable. Its name with
out him . is wrath, it is the ministration of 
wrath. But now that it is fulfillccl its name 
Is love, so that by Christ Jesus, God is in all 
the qualities of the law loved; and so "the 
righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 
And if the law was in a sense his adversary, 
and demanded of him the mighty debt we 
owocl, then at the cost of his own life, he paid 
the uttermost farthing, so that both himself 
and those for whom hcdiccl, nro eternally free. ,v en then, ho ie our wn_v out of prison, and if 

he make ue free, we shall be free indeed • for 
he bath by himself purged our sins. Ana' now 
that he hath purged our sins, he bath sat down. 
This, as some have observed, is in contrast to 
the Jewish priests, who could not by their 
offerings reach a resting place; therefore, wa 
never read of their sitting down, but of their 
standing and offering the same offerings of the 
law. But our great High Priest is for ever 
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on 
high. The ,~ght hand will of course mean 
favour, honour, power, glory. And it denotes 
also, that the Father will do nothing without 
him. Here then, we have a great High Priest, 
Jesus, the Son of God, who is passed into the 
heavens, to appear in the presence of God for 
us. Let us then " hold fast our profession, 
without wavering, for he is faithful that 
promised." 

But why hast thou forsaken me ? Does not 
the 3rd verse of the twenty-second Psalm su"• 
gest an answer to this ? And is not th~t 
answer two-fold? 1st. "Thou art holy." The 
law cannot be laid aside or one jot or one tittle 
given up, all must be fulfilled; its curse must 
be endured. 2nd. "Thou that inhabitest the 
praises of Israel." And these praises we here 
see, are to be inhabited by Christ Jesus, by 
what he has done in giving himself for us. 
How solemnly then, and yet how beautifully, 
are things here joined together. The Saviour 
dies, holiness is established, the people conse
crated, Christ exalted, the people saved, God 
glorified. Their praises of him and to him, are 
only the reflecting- of his mercy to them. I 
hope, my good Theophilus, you will forgive 
me in making this digression, but who could 
help making such digression in pastures so 
fresh, and by springs of water so pure ? 

Let me then come back to the business in 
hand, which is, to shew that some exhortations 
of the Word of God are founded not only upon 
the principles of delineation and of human re
sponsibility, but aleo upon the profession which 
people make of the Gospel, an epitome of 
which Gospel we have in the above 3rd verse 
of the 1st chapter to the Hebrews. 

Yetfrom such a Gospel there was and is, a 
constant · tendency to deviate and depart; 
which made the Apostle say to some, "if ye 
will hear his voice," as though he should say, 
you profess to be sheep, you profess to follow 
him as your Shepherd; well then, if you aro 
sheep, see to it that you do not . do as 
the people did in the wilderness, get tired of 
the truth, and turn from it. Now, these 
ancient wilderness people had only an out
ward observation, mere intellectual know
ledge of God, therefore, they did alvJay 
err in their hearts, becl\use they had 
not a right knowledge of the Lord's ways; 
though, no doubt, they would have beeu 
hi~hly offended if any one had told them so, fo; this order of professors are never wanting 
in a good opinion of themselves; yet wheu 
put to the test, when brought to the law and 
the testimony, will be pretty sure to make 
light of that which, with God and rightly 
taught men, is everything. 

Let us look at this first iu the parable, 
llfatt. xxii: The marriage of the king's sou. 
Now miud the persons who were invite,\ to 
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this nrnrriage were already the p,-ofessed sub- Covenant designs I It is the Record of Zion's 
jects a1Hl sc1Tants of the king, and therefore, complete salvation! It is a Revelation of that 
acconlin::,; to their p,·ofession, were poor 1rnd Gon who is the C!'eatol' of all things-tho 
need;·, and would be delighted with both the Governor of all wol'lds-the SAVIOUR of all 
marriag·c and with the feast, and with the in- truly penitent and since1·e praying sonls-w~o 
vitation thereto. Well, the king just simply is TUE HEAD, and TllE Huen.rnn, of hIB 
puts them to the test. Now, before we go •hurch - JEnovAn JEsus, tho Lord our 
any farther~ just notice two things, na_mely, Righteonsness. 
the nrnrria<>e and the feast: here you will sec But we live still, in a Bible-despising day, 
we haYc th';, eternal oneness of Christ and the In our Metropolis, lal'ge assemblies a.re 
church; for it is a life-time marriagc1 and his gathered together, and men of large minds, 
life is eternal, and because he hves the are employed to throw contempt upon the 
church must live also; and here is, as you Sacred Oracles-to endeavour to eclipse the 
see, amplitude of provision-in a word, here Gospel-and to turn men to infidelity, to 
is eternal oneness with the Saviour and the scepticism, and to the service of Satan. From 
fulness of the gospel. Hence the invitation our Metropolis, hundreds of thousands of 
runs "All things are ready; come unto the publications are every week sent forth-full 
marriage." of carnal, atheistical, and seducing matter. 

Thus, you see, this invitation is founded They not only say nothing, or worse than no
not in the free agency of man, nor even that thing, of God's Word; but they tend to draw 
principle of moral responsibility which all the minds of the people from everything that 
are under; but is sent to them on the ground is sacred and essential to their salvation. 
of the profession they made-they professed In co~mencing another volume of THE 
to be the king's servants. Nor is this a EARTHEN VESSEL, therefore, we increasingly 
general or indiscriminate invitation, but only desire under God, to make it a medium of 
to the king"s own professed subjects, who conveying BIBLE FACTS - of circulating 
had already, by virtue of their profession, GosPEL TRUTHS-of contending for the life, 
been bidden to the marriage-" Call them the power, the existence, the evidences, the 
that were bidden to the marriage. But they fruits the fulness, and the almighty achieve~ 
made Uglit of it, and went their ways; one ments' of the sovereign, distinguishing, and 
to his farm, another to his merchandize." soul-saving GRACE of our LORD JESUS 
" They made light of it." What a significant CHRIST, 
sentence ! That the profane should make In 11 work so solemn as this-in an employ
light of it we do not wonder ; that mere ment so identified with the glory of God, and 
moralists and freewillers should make light of the good of our fellow-men :-in a labour 
it we do not wonder; but that many who where the very delight of our heart is found
profess to receive, to hold, and to preach may God Almighty himself help and prosper 
eternal and indissoluble oneness with Christ, us, On our bended knees would we beseech 
together with the fulness of th~ gospe), him to aid and give us strength; _and in his 
should, nevertheless, so far make light of it dear and precious name would we mtreat the 
as to contend that men may live and die as readers of THE EARTHEN VESSEL, and the 
safe and happy without being united to it, as friends of our "common salvation" altogether 
in being united to it, is a matter of -to unite and to co-operate with us in giving 
mystery; it looks like pulling down with one out and spreading abroad, the words-the in
hand what has been set up by the other. co.;uptible words-which THE FATHER gave 
Su~h work is a wo:k not of order, but of con- irHl'l SoN; which THE SoN gave ~o h_is 
fusion, and God lB not the author of con- disciples-and, which, by THE SPIRIT, 1s still 
fusion : therefore, my good Theophilus, be made the power of God unto the eternal 
not thou like unto them; but be thou valiant salvation of all that do IN CHRIST believe. 
for the truth, that you may ne'\'er make Oh brethren-let us not this year spend our 
light of oneness with Jesus, n'?r of the ful- time,'in angry and u•eless contentions-let us 
ness of the gospel, that no wife, oxen, or not be fighting with shadows-let us not be 
merchandize be put in the place of gospel lukewarm observers-but let us be earnest-
truth; and, indeed, so far from this being the Jet us be of one heart of one mind, determined 
case, ;you will be drawn to the Saviour by the to know nothing b~t JEWS CHRIST, and 
very same truths which are to mere deluded him crucified. 
professors repulsive. But I am at the end of We will commence (and the Lord helping, 
my letter before I _have hard!)'. reached t~e we will continue) furnishing some of the 
threshold of my subJect, and which subJect 1s richest illustrations of Biblical lore, that a 
not A LITTLE ONE. gracious Providence may cast into our lap. 

A very humble spe~imen o~ the k½td of 
THE BEAUTIE8 OF THE BIBLE. matter, under this heading, wh,_ch we ~h ~o 

present to our readers, from time to time, lB 
the following note of Dr. Gill's, on the THE whole of the Bible is beautiful in the eyes 

and~ the hearts of the Lord's people, when, 
b:i' his Spirit, it is ligl;ited up-and when, b,r 
hIB power to their souls it is applied. Yea, 1t 
1s more than beautiful-it is beyond all ex
pression grand, essentially good-and divinely 
great. It is TnE J;looir of all books the very 
best! It is the Register of Heaven's New 

CITillS OF REFUGE. 

"The cities of refuge wero a type of Christ; 
the names of these cities were, Kedesh, She
chem Hebron Bezer, Romath, and Golan; 
(Josh~a xx. 7 's) · and the ~ituation of t~em 
according to the Jews, wag hke two rows m a 
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vineyard. Hebron in Judah was over against, death, whereas those who betake themselves 
Bezcr in the wilderness; Shechem in Mount I to Obrist are saved with an everlastin~ salva
Ephraim was over against ~lamoth in Gilead; 'I tion. Now fleeing to Christ, implies O danger 
Kedesh. in Mount Naphtalt was over against !n the persons that flee, as such are in danger, 
Golan rn Bashan; the names of these several m themselves, of the curse am! condemnation 
citie~ agree with Christ; Kedesh signifies of the law, of the wrath of God, and eternal 
7,oly, as Chris_t is, ~oth as. God and man, and dea_th ; it supposes a sense of this danger, 
is made sanctification to his people; Shechem which when right comes from the Spirit of 
is tlie sho,.ldor; and Christ has not only God; it shews guilt of conscience, and a 
borne the sins of his people in his own body, consciousness of the insufficiency of other 
on the tree, but he bears and carries their refuges, and a knowledge of Christ, as a suit
persons, and has the government of them on able one; and is expressive of haste· and 
his shoulders, where they are safe and secure; hearty desire to be there." 
Hebron may be intrepreted fellowship, and 
the saints have not only fellowship with THE p AS C HAL L AM B : 
Christ; but with the Father through him; 
Bezer may be rendered a fortifie,J, place; 
Christ is a Stronghold, a Tower, a Place of 
Defence, whither the righteo_us run, and are 
safe; Ramoth signifies exaltations; and may 
fitly be applied to Christ, who is exalted at 
God's right hand, and who will exalt those 

OR, 
The Wonderful Glory of Christ hidden under the 

,,I.she, of Jeioi1h Typea-RNJcaled in the Gospel 
-and demonstrated in the Ezperienc, of ths 
True Saints. 

that. trust in him at due time; Golan may be L.A.BT month, we announced the fact, that 
translated ma..ifested; Christ the Son of God Thomas Worden's ancient volume, entitled 
has been manifest in the flesh to destroy the -" The Types Unveiled; or, the Gospel 
works of the devil; and he ..;ill be revealed Picked out of Legal Ceremonies," had been 
from heaven in a glorious manner at the last I placed in our hands for republication ; and 
day. These cities were known to be such; knowing, as we very painfully do, that good 
and they were. open to all Israelites and pro- gospel, and real experimental books cannot 
selytes, that killed any person_ at unawares; be sold in these days, we resolved to reprint 
and they were open at all t~mes; and the it piece by piece in the regular numbers of 
way to them was made plam and large; THE EARTHEN VESSEL, 
every year care was taken to make the way I I t b M t W 
good to remove every hillock, or anything ~ our ~ num er, we gave as er or-
that hindered; if there was a river m the den s _beautiful Intr~ductory . .Address; and 
way, to make a bridge over it; and where now give a sm_all portion of his first chapter. 
more ways met, to set up pillars with a hand ~ur readers will find,. as. we_ ad~ance furt~er 
to them, aad these words written on it- mto the work, that 1t IS nch rn unfolding 
ref"!!•, refuge; nor was the road to be less the holy mysteries of eternal truth, and 
in breadth than thirty-two cubits; and there savory in Spirit. We can truly desire that 
was always room in these cities; and who- it may be profitable to the souls of thousands. 
ever fled there was safe ; but those that were 
found without died ; thus Christ is known to 
be a Refuge for distressed sinners ; and he is 
open to aU that come unto him, and at all 
times; the way of life and salvation by him 
is plainly pointed out in the goseel, and by 
the ministers of it; who are appomted to di
rect unto him, and to remove all impediments 
and discouragements from such who are seek
ing to him ; and though so many have been 
received and saved by him, still there is room 
for more, and whoever betake themselves to 

The Law was our Schooimaster, to bring 
'" to Christ. Gal. iii. 24. 

TnA.T which I shall do in this piece is, to 
give you my conceptions of the mystery of 
grace, which lies hid under the Levitical types 
and shadows of the law: I shall first set down 
the types as I find them in order set down in 
the books of Moses, directing you to the places 
of Scripture, where to find ea.eh place for your 
better satisfaction. 

him are rnfo, but those that are without him TYPE I. 
di~ :ind perish; so Philo the Jew makes the I shall begin with the paschal Lamo, which 
D1vme Word or Logos, to be the chief and is spoken of in Exod. xii. 2, which was a great 
most profitable refuge to fly unto, of all the type both to them and all generations since, down 
six.which he takes notice of; and the Jews all ·along to the coming of Christ, which 
have a notion that in the time to come, in was called a passover, becanse it did preserve 
the days of the Messiah, three other cities of the Israelites from those several plagues, which 
refuge will be added. There is in some passed thxough the land of Egypt; the manner 
things a difference between Christ and these of it wns thus, that because Pharaoh would not 
cities of refuge ; there were six of these, but let the Israelites go to serve the Lord, after he 
there is no other th1m Clu-ist ; the eities of hnd nine plagues poured out upon him and 
refuge were only for such who shed blood ig- his people, the Lord sent him the tenth plague, 
norantly, but Christ is a Refugo for all sorts which was, "That a destroying angel should 
of sinners; they were in a kind of exile who pass through the land of Egypt in one night, 
~ed to them, but in Christ is complete and should kill all the first-born, or eldest, both 
!ibcrty; it was possible that such might die I of their children and cattle, which were in 
ii! them; but those that are in Christ never\ every house in Egypt." Now, that the Israel
die tho second death; and at best those who ites which were amongst them might not be 
tied thither "ll'ere only saved from a temporal ' touched with this judgment, the Lord ordered 
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them, that every family should kill a lamb the 
night befo~, and strike the door posts of their 
houses with the blood of the lamb, which was 
t,o be a sign to the Ang~\, that he was not to 
kill any ono in that house; but that ho must 
pa.ss o'l'er that house to the next, where the 
blood of the lamb was not sprinkled on the 
doors. This you mayread inExod. xii. 2, and 
in verses 22, 23. Besides, there was another 
type in the passover of the lamb, for they were 
to eat it ; and the manner of it was thus: 1st, 
the lamb was to be without blemish ! and as 
to the manner of eating it, they were to roast 
it. with fire. 2nd, they were to eat all the lamb 
at once, they were not to leave any of it re
maining till the morrow, head and legs, with 
all the appurtenances, were to be eaten. Exod. 
xii. 8, 9, 10. 3rd, the sauce with which they 
were to eat the lamb with, was bitter herbs; 
nnd the bread with which they were to eat it, 
was to be unleavened bread; verse 8, with 
Num. 9. ll. 4th, they were to eat it with their 
loins girded. 5th, with their shoes on their 
feet. 6th, with their staff in theb: hands. 7th, 
in haste, for it was the Lord's passover, Exod. 
xii. 11. And lastly, this was to be done by 
every particular family ; every family was to 
choose a lamb for its self, unless the family 
were too few in number, if it were, then the 
next family were to join with them, and so 
they were to eat it together. Exod. xii. 4. 

CrrAP. r. 
Concerning the Lam"'/i. which was eate11 by 

the Jews in Eg.vpt ihe Night before their De
parture: As also, ths manner how the Lamb 
was eaten by the Jews. 

This Lamb typed out Jesus Christ to come, 
by whom alone salvation is to be had; there
fore when John the Baptist, who was a fore
runner of Christ, came to reveal, and to make 
him manifest to the world, he holds Christ 
forth t-0 the people under the metaphor of a 
Lamb, John 1. 36, "Behold the Lamb of God." 
To tais a<ITeeth the words of Paul, 1 Cor. v. 7, 
when he ~as pressing the Corinthians to a dis
charge of duty, in casting forth the incestuous 
person from among them, which else as leaven, 
would leaven the whole church (with guilt at 
least) he grounds his exhoi::tation_ on tbis poin~I 
•' For Christ our Passover lS sacnficed for us; 
where you see, he @ives Christ the very name 
that was given to the Paschal Lamb. So Pe
ter in his epistle, when he is a treating about 
the price of man's redemption, 1 Peter i. 18, 
19, saith Peter in the 18th verse, "We were 
not redeemed with sil'l'er and gold from our 
conversations received by traditions from our 
fathers:" (ve;.19,) "But by the precious blood 
of Christ, as a Lamb slain, without spot or 
blemish." For so it was required of the Jews 
in offering of the Paschal ~amb, that it •~?ulcl 
be a lamb without blemish. Exod. xu. 5. 
So read &velation 6. This title of Lamb is 
given unto Jesus Christ, Rev. vi. 15, 16, 17. 
" The rich men and the great men, and the 
chief Captain, cried to the hills, fall on us, 
and cover us from the presence of the Lamb, 
for the great day of his wrath is come." 

What is the reason think you here, that J e
sus Cl.trist should Le so much dreaded by the 
great men, as well as the poor men at his nOxt 

coming ; for these words have relation to his 
next coming. I will not here undertake to 
determine, whether this appearing here of 
Christ be nt, or before the general J udgmon t
day ; ns to that, I shall refer you to abler 
judgments, who have commented on the thing, 
but without doubt, the renson why our Lord, 
is by John in that p)ace, set forth so dreadful 
to men under the metaphor of a Lamb, is be
cause the Lamb wa.s a type of his priestly office, 
which includet.h the greatest of grace and 
of love toward mankind that can be. 

Now for the men of tho earth, he they rich 
or poor, yet if they shall live 01· die, abusing 
of, and trampling upon this freely published 
grace, and richly bedewed love: this turns this 
grace and rich love, and mercy into the fullest 
of judgments against men. Read Matt. ii. 21 
-24, with chap. xii. 42, and 2 Thess. i. 8, 9. 

Thus you see, that the Lamb in Exod · xii. 
was a type of Christ. 

(To bs continued) 

MY HEAVENLY HOME. 
THOUGH clouds they gather thick and fasl, 
And pelting storms descend; 
I have a shelter, 1tis not far, 
The house of my dear friend. 
Yes, in endearing words he spake 
And welcomed' me to come ; 
Yet but a little time, he says, 
Before he'll fetch me home, 
To live and reign with him on high, 
Where entereth not a storm; 
No sighing heart, or weeping eye, 
Can ever there be known. 
No anxious mind, no treacherous foe, 
No trouble there can come ; 
But all is bliss and peacefulness, 
With my dear friend at home. 
Well, come then courage let me take, 
The journey is but short; 
M.y life is passing fast away, 
I'm hastening on to court. 
To meet with all the BR.ints above, 
That's track'd this spacious earth ; 
Loud hallelujahs there to sing. 
To hfm who shed his blood. 
What must it be to see bis face, 
That·s brighter than the sun! 
And hear him welcome me a place 
Upon his gloriou~ throne. 
This thought alone is quite enough, 
To lose the sight of earth, 
And take the utmost .stretch of thought 
Up to my home above. 

SPIRITUAL THIRST. 
I TRIRBT for communion, my Saviour, my God l 
I thirst to enjoy thee my Jesus, my Lord I 
'fa RCC thee in glory, and sing of thy love, 
In that bleat abode, the mansion above. 
I long to be with thee, and like thee at home ; 
No more in this Meshech of sorrow to roam;_ 
But freed from its turmoilEI, thy honours to smg, 
And rest 'ncath the covert of thy shncling wing, 
In robes of rich glory to walk 'nenth thy smile, 
\Vhose love everlasting secured me .from hell ; 
And chanting the anthem of praise to thy nome, 
Sing aloud, Alleluia to God and the Lamb! 
I thirst for the day, my covenant God, 
To drop thi~ dull weight, mortality's ~lod; 
Then, l'isin~, nrra.yecl in immortnl. a~t1re, 
•ro sweep o'er the strinU::8 of eternity I'! lyre. J. C, 
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MONUMENTAL MEMOIRS OF DEPARTED MINISTERS. 

THE CONVERSION AND CALL TO THE :MINISTRY OF 
DR. SPENCER H. CONE, OF NEW YORK. 

MEET with II solemn and indisputable 
demonstration of God's grace and salvat~on 
where we may-it is cheering, and always to us, 
too precious to be confined or covered upin limit
ed spheres. The Baptist Magazine, recently 
gave some choice extracts from a funeral sermon 
preached for Dr. Cone. Some of our readers will 
find the account which the Doctor has left be
hind, of his conversion, and call to the ministry, 
profitable to peruse. We only quote the most 
essential points. The Doctor was born in 
Prince-town, New Jersey, April 30, 1785; he 
·was 71 when called home, In early life, he 
spent seven years as an actor on the stage; 
and through many scenes of darkness and dis
tance from God did he pass. His conversion 
is described in II sermon which he preached 
before his own church-wherein he says :-

" In the month of November, 1813, after 
breakfast, I took up the newspaper, and saw 
among other things a large sale of books ad
vertised at Wood's auction rooms, and said to 
myself, I will look in as I go to the office, and 
see what they are. I did so, and the first book 
I took up was a volume of the Works of John 
Newton. In an instant, my whole life passed 
before me. I remembered taking that book 
out of the College Libra~, while at Princetown, 
nnd reading Newton's Life to my mother. His 
dream of the lost ring, reminded me forcibly of 
my dream of the well, and I felt an ardent de
sire to own the book, and read the dream again. 
I left the rooms, having first requested Mr. 
Wood, who was a particular friend, to put it 
up for sale as soon as he saw me in the evening, 
as it was the only work I wanted. He pro
mised to do so, nnd I immediately went out 
towards our office, which was nearly opposite ; 
but I had scarcely reached the middle of the 
street, when a voice, ' like the sound of many 
waters,' cried to me, THIS IS YOUR LA.BT WARN• 
ING! I trembled like an aspen leaf-I felt 
myself to be in the grasp of the Almighty, and 
nn earthquake could not have increased my 
dismay. Sermons heard when only eight yee.1·s 
old, on the Balm of Gilead, and on the Lamb 
of God-the dream-all were painfully present, 
nnd I thought my hour of doom had come. 

I went to the office, took down the day-book 
to charge the new advertisements, but my 
hand trembled so that I could not write, nnd 
I put the book in its place. I wont out into 
South-street - then walked u1 and down 
Market-street in the crowd til dinner-time, 
to drown, if it were possible, my thoughts and 
feelings. But all in vain. The sound still 
rung, not only in my ears, but through my 

heart, like the sound of a trumpet-THIS IS 
YOUR LAST WARNING! I went home to 
dinner, endeavouring to concea.l my feelings 
as much as possible from my wife. The day 
wore heavily away; I was at the Auction
room at the hour; purchased the book that 
seemed to be strangely connected with my 
wee.I or woe; returned to my house inlme
diately, and read Newton's eventful life 
entirely through before retiring to rest. There 
seemed to be some strong points of re
semblance between us: he had been rescued 
from the wrath to come! What would be
come of me? I found that he read the Bible, 
and obtained light. I went to bed with the 
determination of rising early to imitate his 
example, and search the Scriptures. My dear 
young wife thought I was going mad. Oh 
no! no! I was not mad. He who had com
passion on the poor Gadarene, was now 
bringing me to my right mind in a way that I 
knew not. 

"I commenced reading the Scriptures with 
deep interest, to find how a sinner could be 
saved ; and in two months read the Psalms, 
and diJl'erent portions of the Old Testament, 
and the New Testament, I think, more than 
twenty times through. The Psalms, John'• 
Goseel, and the Epistle to the Romans, were 
particularly precious. It reqmred great effort 
to attend to domestic duties and my business 
in the office, for I felt continually that it would 
profit me nothing ' to go.in the whole world, 
and e.t last lose my own soul.' I sought out 
preachers, and heard Mr. Duncan frequently; 
but could not learn from any of them the wo.y 
of salvation. One evening, after the family 
had all retired, I went up into a vacant garret, 
and walked backwards and forwards, in great 
agony of mind ; I kneeled down; the instance 
of Hezekiah occurred to me; like him I turned 
my face to the wall and cried fo · mercy. An 
answer seemed to be vouchsafed in an impres
sion, that just as many years as I had passed 
in rebellion against God, so many years I 
must now endure, before deliverance could be 
granted. I clasped my hands and cried out, 
' Yes dear Lord, a thousand years of such 
anguish as I now feel, if I may only be saved 
at last.' I continued to road, and whenever I 
could steal away unobserved into the garret, 
there I walked the floor, when all around was 
hushed in sleep; there I prayed and poured 
out tears of bitter sorrow. While thus engaged 
one rught, the plan of salvation was revealed 
to me in the figure of Noah's Ark. I saw an 
ungodly race swel't away with the flood, but 
Noah and his family were saved, for God shut 
them in the nrk. I felt that, as a sinner, I 
was condemned, and justly e"posed to im
mediate and everlasting destruction. I saw 
distinctly that in Christ ruone I must be saved, 

B 2 
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if saved at. all; and the view I e.t the.t moment 
had of God's method of saving sinners, I do 
still most heartily enterte.inl. after thirty years' 
experience of his Jove. This wBs Saturd11y 
night, and that night I slept more sweetly than 
I had done for many weeks. Before day-light 
on Lord's-day morning I awoke, and went 
down stairs quietly, made a fire in the front 
parlour, and threw open the window-shutters, 
and as soon as I could see, commenced reading 
the New Testament. I :opened to the 13th 
chapter of John, and oame to where Peter 
said, 'Thou shalt never wash my feet ; Jesus 
answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with me. Simon Peter saith to him, 
Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and 
my head.' At that moment my heart seemed 
to melt. I felt as if plunged in a bath of Jove 
divine-I was cleansed from head to foot; 
guilt, and the apprehension of punishment 
were both put away; tears of gratitude gushed 
from my eyes in copious streams; the fire in 
the grate shone on the paper upon the wall, 
and the room was full of light; I fell upon the 
hearth-rug, on my face, at the feet of Jesus, 
and wept and gave thanks ; my sins, which 
were many, were all forgiven me ; and a peace 
of mind succeeded which passeth all under
standing. Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; from 
that hour to the present, a doubt of my calling 
and election of God, has never crossed my 
path. With all my imperfections, short
comings, and backslidings of heart, I have 
from that hour etedfastly believed that 'neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate me from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus my 
Lord!'" 

From that day Spencer H. Cone was " a 
new creature." His hopes, his principles, his 
purposes were new ; and so were to be his em
ployments. True to the impulses of a heart1 
the freshness of whose enthusiasm survived 
his " three-score years and ten," he went the 
very next day after his conversion, to the pas
tor of the first baptist church in Baltimore to 
ask for baptism; and on Saturday mord'ng, 
February 4, 1834 the day after he had appear
ed before the church, was baptized in the Pa
tapso river, though the ioe at the time "was 
more than a foot thick." Not long after this 
event, he removed to the city of Washington, 
and was employed in the Treasury Depart
ment of the General Government. But that 
was not to be his calling. The little church at 
the Navy Yard had no pastor, and Mr. Cone 
was invited to lead their sabbath morning 
prayer-meeting. What that resulted in, will 
best e.ppear from his own language :-

" In reading 1 John ii. 1, I was forcibly im
pressed with the words, ' If any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous ;' and I spoke from them without 
embarassment for nearly an hour, to my own 
utter surprise. This was my first attempt to 
preach Cb:ist crucified to my fellow-men. 

"At their ,:,arnest request, I agreed to speak 
for them agOJil the next Lord's day morning. 

It somehow leaked out the.t Mr. Cone, former
ly on the stage, was to preach. When I went 
to fulfil the appointment, their little meeting
house on the Common, near the N 11.vy Yard, 
was surrounded by an immense crowd, while 
wit.bin, it was so full that I reached the pulpit 
steps with difficulty, This was the greatest 
trial I ever had as a preacher, in view of an 
audience. Whon I came in sight of the crowd, 
I was tempted to turn back, o.nd when I rose 
up to commence public worship, Satan as
sured me that my mouth should be stopped if 
I attempted to preach; that the cause of my 
precious Saviour would be sadly wounded; 
that I had better say to the people, I was not 
prepared to address so large an assembly, and 
then go home. The suggestion was so plausi
ble, I did not think at the moment that it came 
from the great deceiver, and I concluded to 
give out a hymn, read a chapter, pray, and 
sing again, and then determine how to act. 
While singing the second hymn which closed 
with these words, 

' Be thou my strength and righteousness 
My Jesus, and my all!' 

the worth of souls was presented to my mind 
with irresistible force ; I never once thought 
of the want of words to tell the story of the 
cross, nor of the crowd of hearers, but directed 
them to Ephesians ii. 10, ' For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them,' and spoke for 
an hour with fervour and rapidity. W onder0 
fully did the Lord help me that day; and I 
felt it to be so easy to preach Jesus, and I was 
ready to spend e.nd be spent in his service, 
that I consented to an appointment for the 
next Lord's day. My third sermon was from 
Malachi iii. 16, 'Then they that feared the 
Lord spnke often one to another ; and the 
Lord hearkened and heard it,' &c., and he 
gave me that day a soul for my hire, to en
courage my heart and to strengthen my hands 
-blessed be his holy name for ever! Oh, 
what am I, or what my father's house, that to 
me this grace should be given, ' to preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
ChristP' 

"Brother 0. B. Brown now asked me if I 
was licensed to preach. I said, no. He said, 
he had never heard me, but from the report of 
many of his people, and from what everybody 
said out of doors he had no doubt I was called 
to the work. At his suggestion, I wrote to 
Baltimore for my Letter of Dismission; receiv
ed it the next Saturday, and preached for the 
first church· on Lord's day morning. After 
service, brother Brown stopped the me~
bers and read m;r Letter, upon the credit 
of which I was JIDmediately received. He 
then asked the members if they had any doubt 
of my being called of God to the work of the 
ministry. They said, no. And upon the 
motion of deacon Enoch Reynolds, I was 
unanimously licensed, June 24th, 1816, to 
preach the Gospel of the blessed God. In the 
afternoon brother Brown informed the church 
that he should set out the next day to visit 
his aged pa.rents in New Jersey, to be absent 
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six weeks, and should leave brother Cone to 
supply the pulpit. He had not spoken a word 
to me upon the subject, and I told him it would 
be imJ?oesiblo: for I had preached all I knew. 
He said I could preach, or shut up the house, 
ae I pleased-and so left me. For six hours 
each day I was crowded with business at the 
Treasury, so that I had but a small portion of 
time to devote to rending. I had no one to 
consult with, as to the subjects for the pulpit, 
or the proper manner of treating them. My 
mind wae graciously led to preach Christ in 
hi• offices-Prophet, Priest, King, Advocate, 
Shepherd, _1:riend, &c., to. dwell on the _work 
of the Sptnt, and the ev,dences of Chnstian 
character, and compare these things with my 
own experience, and above all, I was led in 
preaching the way of life, to say wliat I knew, 
and no more ; and then read, and think, and 
pray, till I acquired additional knowledge, 
and then give it to the people. In thie way 
with many struggles, and tears, and misgivings 
and sleepless hours at night, I was enabled to 
preach every Lord's-day for six weeks, to 
unusually large and attentive assemblies. 
Preachers and lawyers, and clerks, and heads 
of departments, and infidels, came from every 
part of the di.strict to hear what the actor had 
to say about religion; and when I look back 
upon those scenes, I am constrained to ex
claim, ' What bath God wrought P' When I 
reflect that the fear of man never troubled me 
in the pulpit for a moment; that even in the 
commencement of my ministry, whatever 
were my internal strugll"les, I was strengthened 
to go through the serv,ces of the day with a 
large share' of liberty and comfort; and that 
the plan of salvation through the vicarious 
sufferings of the Son of God, as revealed to me 
in my conversion, ie the only plan I have ever 
preached, I must ascribe it all to the guidance 
a::d protection of that good Shepherd who laid 
down his life for the sheep, and to hie name be 
all the glory!" 

CONVERSATIONS BY THE WAY. 

DIA.LOGUE THE SECOND l!ETWEEN MENTOR 
..I.NDTYltO, 

MENTOR.-" Well, my young friend, I am 
happy to meet with you in the VESSEL once 
more; but what is the matter? 'Where
fore look ye so sadly to day ? ' " 

'.('YRo,-" O, Sir1 I seem overwhelmed with 
gnef. My soul IS cast down because of 
tr?uble. I have a great fight of afflictions 
Without and within-am filled with gloomy 
doubts and fears; so that I have serious ap
prehensions. 'All these things are age.inst 
me.'" 

M.-" Indeed ! According to your version 
your story must be a very dismal one cer
tain! y ; but how came you to read the de
clarations of eternal t.uth backwards I ' We 
know that all things work together for good°' 
however dark and distressing. But tell me 
~hat is that which so distresses you, 'speak
ing may roliove thee.' Have you experienced 
any domestic calamity of late, or 1s it soul 
trouble that so depresses your SJ.'irit I " 

T.-" It is both, my dear friend. A ncru· 

relative1 who held a commission in the army, 
was called to the Crimea, and shared all the 
toil and danger with the allied forces, both in 
the long siege and the terrible onslaught 
with the foe in several pitched battles; thou
sands fell by his side and ten thousands at 
his right hand, yet he came out unscathed 
from the carnage-an invisible hand kept him 
alive with death so near. Would to God he had 
been conscious of such preserving mercy, and 
had been brought to acknowledge the Divine 
Providence which shielded his head in the 
day of battle! but '.A. brutish man knoweth 
not, neither doth a fool consider this.' It ie 
but too evident he knew not God, nor re
garded him in whose hands his breath was, 
but his soul was lifted up with pride and vain 
glory; yet, from the umted testimony of per
sons at home and abroad, he was an excellent 
officer and most efficient in the command of 
hie regiment, and as a proof of his meritorious 
conduct was recently promoted to occupy an 
important position in the army. On account of 
declining health he obtained leave of absence 
to return to England. At Malta he joined his 
beloved wife, who accompanied him on board 
a government ship ; the voyage was prosper
ous; his health rapidly improved; so that he 
fondly cherished the thought of spending 
some months in the circle of his beloved 
home. But as the vessel neared the Englieh 
shores, and when within sight of his father
land, a tremendous storm arose, tearing away 
the ship's anchors, shivered her mast.s, and 
did irreparable damage. She had sprung a 
leak, and was going down rapidly ; numbers 
escaped to shore by various means ; but seve
ral perished on that fearful night. During 
the awful struggle and suspence my uncle 
was seen to rush from hie cabin and run from 
one end of the wreck to the other with two 
bags filled with gold, offering them to any
one who would rescue his beloved wife! .A.las ! 
no one heeded the useless treasure, but were 
too anxious to secure their own safety. 
Shortly after the vessel went down, amidst 
the shrieks of those on board, and was buried 
beneath the waters of the Channel. The next 
morning presented an appalling sight ; seve
ral were picked up who had floated near 
shore, and, at some di.stance off, the bodies of 
the g-allant officer and his wife were discovered 
firmly locked in each others arms ! " 

M.-" My dear brother, I deeply sym
pathise with you in :your distress. The recital 
of such a heart-rending calamity is enough to 
make one ' Weep with those that weep.' 
How mysterious are the ways of our God! 
whose Providence is a vast abyss, dark, un
fathomable, impenetratable to mental eye. 
'Tho clouds are the dust of his feet: ' he 
rides upon the whirlwind and directs the 
storm, but his footsteps are not known." 

'I:.-" .A.h, Sir, I have thought a thousand 
times of that wheel Ezekiel saw, so high and 
dreadful to behold ; it was full of eyes round 
about, and the spirit of the living creatures 
was in the wheel, or rather wheels, for the 
appearance was, as it were, a wheel within a 
wheel. Does not this indicate the mvsterious 
and vast designs of Providence ? " • 

M.-" No lloubt of it, But your mention 
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,f the_ wheels being full of eyes may teach us 
;he wisdom and arrangement of all events 
•nd circumstances, however mysterious, being 
regulated by principle and order. We must 
not judge the dark, unfathomable ways of 
J" ehornh by our carnal reasoning; it is in this 
way 

'He treasures up his bright designs, 
And works his sovereign will.' 

' And shall not the J u'dge of all the earth do 
right?'" 

T.-" Yes, verily! but I am so dark and 
distressed that everything appears confused. 
My past experiencc---when the candle of the 
Lord shined round about me, and when happy 
in the ways of religion and truth-seems an 
illusion. Bv this solemn event I am de
prived of a large property, and mv prospects 
in life are blighted. Surely, me thinks, if I 
were indeed the Lord's, I could trust him and 
feel no uneasiness about the future. But I 
can no more rely on his word of promise than 
I could create a world ; this is proof enough I 
can have no faith." 

M.-" Take heed, poor soul, of cherishing 
that viper, old unbelief, in thy bosom; like a 
rank weed, it will grow and take such root in 
the mind as the experience of years may not 
eradicate, until the soul is brought into 
fearful despondency. I remember an old 
divine relates of a choice saint, that being 
under darkness of soul, and for years a prey 
to the withering infl.uence of unbelief, refused 
and put off all comfort, and seemed to despair 
of grace and mercy. A minister being one 
day with her reasoned against her desperate 
conclusions, when she took a glass vase from 
the table and said, ' Sir, I a.m as sure to be 
damned as this glass is to be broken!' and 
threw it forcibly to the ground. But, to the 
.astonishment of both, the glass remained whole 
and sound! which the minister taking up 
with admiration, rebuked her presumption, 
and shewed her what a wonder Providence 
wrought for her satisfaction. This circum
stance soon altered the temper of her mind, 
and the Lord greatly blessed her afterwards. 

T.-" Sir, I desire to be thankful my mind 
is not exactly like the good woman's just 
mentioned ; nor are my feelings quite so des
perate as her' s in reference to the love, grace 
and mercy of God. Nevertheless, if I had 
faith, surely I could believe and trust the 
Lord, even though I could not trace him." 

M.-" Let not the principle of faith be 
confounded with its exercises. Faith is a 
divine and vital, inextinguishable grace, 
wrought in the soul in regeneration. It is 
the gift of God, who is its Author and Object. 
The good work begun-wrought by his own 
hauds-and his hands will al.so finish it. 
Now bclievin[l is the exercise and function of 
faith. 'Without faith it is impossible to 
please God;' becauee there can be no believ
mg in Christ without it. Faith may be some
times slumbering, deaf and dumb, halting 
and inactive; but who would say a man has 
,w eyes, ear~, or mouth, just because they are 
closed and silent m sleep? The hands might 
he rendered useless for a lime by some disor. 
dcr, and the feet so lame as to be incapable 

of walking, oven bf the aid of crutches, btit 
it could not be smd of such an one, he had 
no hands or feet. Thus you may groan under 
the burden of unbelief, and feel the pressure 
of natural corruption; but that does not ar
gue you are dead in sin, or destitute of faith 
-it is rather an evidence of its existence 
when the soul truly mourns under the bur
den of sin, and the blighting effects of unbe
lief. Have you never felt what these lines 
express-

' O, could I but believe ! 
Then all would easy be ! 

I would, but cannot. Lord, relieve; 
My help must come from thee P'" 

T. - "I have, many times. But do you 
not think cireutnstances so calamitous may 
arise, and darkness so impenetrable possess 
the mindt_as to extinguish faith altogether 1" 

M.-" .No, indeed, Tyro; I do not think 
any such thing; and God forbid that either 
of us should. I know that its operations may 
be impeded, its functions cease for a time, 
like one asleep, and in its exercises may be 
brought even to e. dead stand. Yet there's 
the divine principle of precious faith within, 
unhurt, unmoved, amidst the fury of the 
storm, the overwhelming wave, and the dark
est events of providence. She sees God is 
her Refuge and Strength, and very present 
Help in trouble. Not that the religion of 
Chnst makes men callous to feeling, or in
sensible to sorrow and trouble; I have no 
sympathy for such stoicism. Your heavenly 
Father sees and knows why such a heavy 
stroke as this should be laid upon you. He 
-intended you should feel it, or it would ar
gue the greatest insensibility and stupidity 
on your part. 'My son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of him.' Some hardened, sullen
tempered boys, when well-whipped, have 
even laughed, to shew their contempt of pun
ishment. But faith sees the rod in her 
father's hand, and he!l.rs him saying, 'As 
many as I love I rebuke and chasten ; be 
zealous, therefore, and repent.' This will 
bear up the foot-worn pilgnm in the deepest 
straits and difficulties; yea, even in the 
swellings of Jordan, when fiesh and heart 
fail, 

'Faith has an overcoming power ; 
It triumphs in the dying houi·.' 

" The Uf• of faitT, is evidenced ~y gro~n
ings under tbe l?ressure of unbelief which 
cramps its exercise; The wal_k of faith is 
manifest when one hke Abram 1s called to go 
forth not knowing whither, but comes up 
from 'the wilderness leaning on . the arm of 
Omnipotence ; and the triumph of faitT, is 
developed when the man of U z says, 'Though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him.' And 
in the sublime strains of Habakkuk,-' Al· 
though the fig_-tree . shall . not blossom( 
neither shall fruit be m the vmes, the Jabot 
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall 
yield no meat the flock shall be cut off from 
the fold and there shall be no herd in t~e 
stalls, y~t will I rejoice in _Joh,ovah; I will 
joy in the God of my salvation. 
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• Faith, mighty faith, tho promise sees, Saviour I What can represent it but immer-
And looks to Christ alone; sion I But why all are not led to observe 

Laughs at impossibilities, the outward sign by the same Spirit, is not 
And says, It shall be done !'" for creatures to fathom-much more to ez• 

T.-" My dear Sir, I have reason to bless plain. But this we know, from Scripture 
God for this interview with you this morning. and experience; that the Holy Spirit leadeth 
Already I feel some secret springs of consola- and teacheth all severally as he will; and 
tion f!oJing into my soul, Surely, 'These while there are diversitiee of operatioTIB, it ie 
light afflictions are but for a moment, and the same Spirit. Should I ask, why it is so 
are working for us n far more exceeding and many (and the elect too) are left to epend so 
eternal weight of glory.' I seem somewhat many of their days in sin, and why ~ne is 
like the poor man when he said, ' Lord, I called earlier in years than another, must it 
believe; help thou my unbelief.''' not be said it is because the Lord is pleased 

:M.-" Well, let us give to our God all the (or willeth) to have it so, and not because the 
glory. Only remember, that the trial of your Holy Spirit could not q.uickcn them before? 
faith is much more precious than gold that And if the Holy Spirit 1s made to testify more 
perisheth, though it be tried by fire ; and I blessedly of Jesus to one than another, and 
should we be permitted to meet here again, I more at one time than another, is it not as 
hope you may bear a good testimony to the I the Lord is pleased to afford and command it ? 
loving-kindness and care of our covenant and to ask why the Holy Spirit does not con
God. To his grace I commend you. Fare- vince all of " Baptism by Immersion," is as 
well." CORNELIUS SLlll. foolish as asking why the Lord does not 

Hq;lsham,, Susse:D, quicken all and teach all alike, and lead all 
alike. If it is a good thing to be led to see 
the doctrine of baptism, it is also good to be 
called by grace m early years ; and also 
"very good" to experience much of the 
glory and liberty of the gospel. But we 
know, in all these matters the Lord doeth as 
he willeth ; and none ean stay his hand, or 
say unto him, " What doest thou ?" "T. T. 
A., Spa Road," certainly has asked a "fool
ish question;" the Lord will not, and man 
cannot, give account of these matters. 

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY 
IN TEACHING. 

DEAR MR. EDITOR.-Solomon's advice is
" Answer not a fool according to his folly, 
lest thou also be like him.'' And for anyone 
to attempt to explain "how it is" the Holy 
Spirit did not convince Luther, Calvin, John 
Knox, l;Iuntington, Romaine, and a host be
side, of the ordinance of Baptism by Immer
sion, would indeed be attempting to "answer 
a fool according to his folly," and being like 
him. 

Again - " Answer a fool according to his 
folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit." 
First, then, did Luther, &c., experience that 
baptism which is unto repentance, which 
none but the Holy Spirit could teach them 
in the spiritual sense I Or in other words, 
were they not made to feel that thetc were 
sinners, and such as Isaiah describes- 'From 
the head to the sole of the foot;" and like 
the leper that was pronounced clean under 
the law-that is, that they_ were in them
selves altogether corrupt. ThisJ.. then, I say, 
included their whole persons. Un the other 
hand, did they not receive and rejoice in the 
perfection of a Saviour's work and imputed 
righteousness-and was not this their only, 
and entire hope for justification before God I 
So that, while they felt they had nothing but 
sin in themselves, in Jesus Christ they had 
no sin; and while in their whole (natural) 
persons they were nothing but corruption, in 
Jesus Christ (in their whole persons) they 
had no corrupnon. Then I say, if the Holy 
Spirit did not convince thorn of Baptism by 
Immersion emblematically, they certainly 
received and rejoiced in the truths it sub
stantially embraces; and if they passed by 
the •hadow they realised the substance. 

Again. Were they not made new creatures 
-new creatures in Christ Jesus? and does 
not this also include their whole person! 
And what is this but the baptism of regene
ration-a complete sinner, and a complete 

Chester, Dec. F. G. 

DR. HAWKER'S LETTER 
TO 

MR. HITCHENS, ON HIS CONVERSION. 

Ma. EorroR.-Sir, I shall be obliged if yon will 
kindly insert the enclosed letter, on Mr. Hitchens'a 
conversion, in your next number of the EARTHEN 
VxssEL T Some ot your subscribers and myself. 
are desirous of its being farther published, having 
read the epistle, an.a tasted its sweetness, and been 
refreshed in spirit by its perusal. 

The Lord made Mr. Hitchens'• ministry a great 
blessing and comfort to my soul, whilst I sat under 
the sound of the everl,..ting Gospel, fully and 
clearly pceached by him at Falmoutb, and it waa 
by hearing the truth as it is in Jesus, proclaimed 
by his mouth, that I was first enabled, by the power 
of the Holy Ghost, to believe in God the Father's 
everlasting love to his church, in his dear Son, 
independent of any works or merits in the creature. 
The text Dr. Hawker preached from, in Mr. 
Hitchens's Church o.t .Falmouth, when he was con .. 
verted is in the sixth verse of the first chapter of 
the So~g of Solomon; "mine own vineyard have 
I not kept." Which I will thank you to hav-e 
printed at the bottom of the letter, and this note, 
should it meet your approbation, as I desire to 
hnve my testimony published regarding the ex
cellency of the discourses of that zealous R.Dd holy 
mo.n of God. Allow me to remain, Sir, your's 
with respect o.nd love in Christ Jesus, 

RICHA.RD BLUE'IT. 
Litton, Devon, Dec. 13th, 1855. 

"MYVRRY DBAR Sm: If I were to attempt 
the description of the effect which the perusal 
of your letter producecl in my miud, I should 
!'all miserably short and defective in the nc
count, and leave you still uninformed of what 
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hath been the renl state of the cl\Se. I do 
assure you, my dear Sir, that before I hnd 
read five lines in that part of it which speaks 
of the change wrought in your soul, it occa
sioned a ,ensRt.ion which thrilled through all 
my frame; and while I uttered an involun
tary exclamation, in which gratitude! holy 
joy, a.nu, I trust, an humbleness of ctevout 
feeling, accompanied with tears, were all 
blended, I could not but look round the place 
wh~re I wns, with an awakened imagination, 
as if to realise in a more immediate manner 
the presence of that wonder-working God, 
who doth all things a.ccording to the purposes 
of his o,vn DiYine will. 0, my dear Sir, and 
is it real!, so-that He who commandeth the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined 
in to ,our heart, to give vou the light of the 
J..<1owledge of the glory ol God in the face of 
Jesus Christ? What an endless subject of 
gratitude have we both to pay! and how may 
we exclaim, in the language of Scripture,
, What bath God wrought?' You know but 
in part as yet, the infinite goodness and con
descension of God in the appointment, and 
accomplishment of so much mercy. You are 
looking onl v, I know, to you,·self in the 
event, and naturally enough are lost in the 
contemplation of such undeserved favour. 
But l am compelled to take in another con
sideration, to me much more astonishing, and 
sufficient to fill any heart but mine with 
never-ceasing gratitude. That God should 
call his people to his love, and by instruments 
of feebleness to whom he gives strength, is 
indeed a subject of holy admiration and joy, 
and only ascribable to the effect of his distin
guishing grace. But when he condescends 
to go lower even than this, and instead of 
faithful servants in his ministry, to make use 
of the ruest, and most unworthy, and single 
them out, to accomplish the purposes of his 
will-what a contemplation opens here, to 
call up the most animated thanksgiving! 
May the bountiful Giver of such blessings 
8till impart this grace, that neither you nor 
I ma, e-,.er cease to improve them f I am 
now doubly interested, more than ever, in 
your furtherance in the gospel, and cannot 
but feel an awakened concern for your high
est attainments in it. You have afforded me 
more real happiness in the communication of 
this gracious eventLthan though you had the 
power, and were aisposed to exercise it, of 
conferring upon me an empire. It will, I 
trust in God, be my encouragement in the 
darkest hour, and animate me in the glorious 
&ernce of J esue, when the season seem• to be 
most unpromising. Let it have the same ef
fect, I pray, on you. Consider who it is that 
sends; who gives the power; and who hath 
promised that his strength is perfected in 
weakness. The difference of human talent is 
therefore wholly lost in this charming con. 
sideration. ' For it is not of him that will
eth, nor of him that runnetb, but of God who 
6heweth mercy.' 

"You request information what books I 
would recommend you to use. In answer I 
wo11ld say, the Book of books is the Word of 
God; and if (as I am persuaded you now 

will, my dear brother,) you look up to Him 
who is the Spirit of 1'ruth, and hatli promised 
to guide into all truth, and implore liis graoo 
to !l:uidc and instruct you-he alo,io will be 
sufficient to make you wiso unto salvation, 
and to make you, that you will be neither 
barren, nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. N evertheles•, as col
lateral helps have been sometimes blessed to 
the promotion of godliness, I would subjoin 
all tracts which are perfectly orthodox, and 
treat of vital, experimental piety. I have 
found the writings of Dr. Watts, Doddridge, 
and Gill, to be eminently useful. I confess 
they are all Dissenters ; but I bless God I 
have long learned not to be prejudiced against 
them. It has been a maxim with me, which 
I see no reason to alter, never to refuse in
struction wherever I can conscientiously ob
tain it. A pearl is a pearl still, though found 
in an .2Ethisp's ear. 

"I hope frequently to hear from you, 
my dear Sir, and more frequently to meet 
you in prayer at the throne of grace. We 
need, I'm sure, each other's prayers; and let 
us see which can be most bountiful in this in
valuable friendship. Remember, we have 
both the same Almighty Saviour and Inter
cessor to look up to, whom the Father hear
eth al way; and since we need the aid of his 
grace so continually, let us draw near with a 
true heart, in full assurance of faith. My 
mind will be very frequently with you par
ticularly on the Lord's-day. I already begih 
to frame to myself seals to your ministry. 
Oh, what a joy will it be to my heart, (should 
the Lord :eermit me once more to see you at 
Falmouth), to find many souls begotten to 
God through your instrumentality. That the 
Lord may bless you abundantly in the service 
of his dear Son, is the very earnest prayer of 
:your affectionate, but most unworthy brother 
lil Christ, RoBEBT HA WKEB. 

"P.S. I write this letter from Looe, where 
I am at present superintending the cure of 
St. Martm's, for my son. If you see my 
dearest Jacob and Ann, tell them John is now 
quite well, and keeping house here. To my 
dear friends Mr. and Mrs. P., and Lady P., 
and Mr. Trevisso, give my best regar<Is. 
Adieu. 

" Looe, Sept. 9 l 795. 
''To Rev. Mr. Hitchins, Falmouth." 

DRAW ME. 

Draw me, dear Father, by thy Jove 
From earthly things to things above ; 
May my affections there be set, 
That earthly things I may forget, 
Draw me, dear Jesus, by thy blood; 
Oh I plunge me in that crimson flood 
Wash all my guilty stains away 
That are contracted day by day. 
Draw me, blest Spirit, by thy power; 
Oh! save me in temptations houri 
Guide and instruct me lest-I stray ; 
Oh ! keep me in the narrow way. 
Draw me thou glorious Triune God, 
Close to thee-by that three-fold cord; 
Then will I sing for CYermore 
'f he song of love, of blood, and power. 

J. B, 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
MR. BLOOMFIELD BAPTISING. 

Mn. EDrTon,-For several weeks I have 
heard with delight and profit, Mr. John 
Bloomfield, minister of Salem Chapel, Meard's 
Court, Soho. His language is chaste and 
good; his action in the pulpit is natural and 
attractive ; his reasonings are sound and con
clusive. He is grave and earnest; but fre
quently gets too loud. It is a pity men are 
not more cautious to avoid this fault. 

The sermon which pleased me very much, 
although I hope I have profited by several, 
was one on believer's baptism, on the last 
Sabbath evening of November. Many said, 
"what a glorious sermon we have had to
night!'' The chapel was crowded ; the con
gregation greatly unpressed with the impas
sioned eloquence, and conclusive reasoning of 
the preacher on the subject of baptism. I 
think the Baptist ministers keep this ordi
nance. too much in the back ground. Mr. 
Bloomfield's text was from Acts viii. 12, 
After some very sententious observations on 
persecution, he said his text suggested three 
divisions. The first, the matter of Phillip'• 
preaching. The reception of his ministry; 
and, the evidence of his ministry being believed, 
he preached Christ, He preached the person 
of Christ,-the work of Christ,-the word of 
Christ-and the laws of Christ. In the 
preaching of Phillip, Christ was "all and in 
all," The preacher shewed how Phillip's 
preaching was received. His ministry was 
attended by the sovereign grace and almighty 
power of the Spirit of God, The preacher 
here spoke upon faith as a supernatura 1 
principle-as an operative principle-and as 
a distmctional principle. His views of faith 
were instructive and consolatory. Then the 
evidence of their believing the ministry. 
Here Mr, B. seemed wholly in his element, 
He expounded the Scriptures on Ba,;itism very 
powerfully, There was a manliness, an 
earnestness, and e.lfection in his manner, that 
had great weight with the people. 

After the sermon, which was a long one, 
Mr, B. baptised four men and two women. 
It was an unpressive occasion. The minister 
seemed quite exhausted, preaching as he did, 
with all his heart and strength. I thought I 
should like to see them received into the 
followship of the church on the following 
Sabbath-day, the first Lord's-day in December. 
Mr. B. addressed them all very solemnly and 
!'ffecticnately. He told them, they came 
mt_o the church when it was in peace and 
uruty, and he hoped they would never be 
BUffered to breo.k the peace of the church. 
He. took each one by the h~d, and gave a 
Scnptural promise and caution to each. I 
should think there were 300 people at the 
ordinance, and they looked united, happy, and 
prosperous. What arduous fellowships-what 
wonderful grace! God grant that this man 

of God, may long be devoted, heart and soul, 
to his work, and that his people may hold ur_ 
his hand by prayer and sympathy! Yours 
in the Gospel, C. JACKSON, 

MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, 

CHADWELL ST., CLERKENWELL. 
AT the expiration of another most eventful 

year of time, we, as a church, are laid under 
greater obligations than ever to raise anot~er 
Ebenezer to the great God of all our mercies. 
His goodness in providence and grace has 
continued unceasingly- to flow through an
other year. His grac10us purposes have been 
unfolded to our admiring view in blessing 
his own word to the ingathering of many 
precious souls. The visible kingd?m of our 
enthroned Immanuel has been mcreased; 
and blessin as on his name, he has not left 
his ~ervant to labour in vain, or spend his 
strength for nought. Anointed with fresh 
oil from time to time, he has been enabled 
sweetly to set forth the love, thoughts, and 
acts of Israel's Triune God. Immanuel'a 
glorious Person finished work, matchless 
grace, atoning blood, jus_tifying righteous:iess 
and never-fading beauties, have been faith
fully, fully, and constantly proclaimed, and 
not without effect. The Holy Ghost has ac· 
companied the preaching of Christ with sav
ing power to many hearts. 

On the last Lord's-day in November last, 
our pastor baptised nine believers in the name 
of Father, Son and Spirit. It was a solemn 
and sacred season; the place was crowded. 
Our pastor spoke upo~ the occasion ~om the 
question contained m Eirndus Xll. 26,
" What mean ye by this service ?" 

He shewed, in the 1st place, what we do 
not mean. First, not baptismal regeneration. 
Second, not the removal of sin. Third, not 
to erect, as a stepping-stone to heaven. 
Fourth, not to exclude cruelly the people. ~f 
God. Fifth, not to cherish a perpetual spmt 
of disunion. 

In the 2nd place he shewe_d what w~ do 
mean, in the following particulars. Fmt, 
we mean to shew that we bow to the sceptre 
of the Kina of Zion - King Immanuel. 
Second to shew the rise and foundation of 
our hopes-the deep sorrows and sufferings of 
our Lord. 

Baptism sets forth our faith in the Saviour's 
qualifications; the _vol'!-Iltary natur~ of his 
sufferinas; the obligations of the :Saviour. 
To she,; our faith iu the willingness of the 
Father to baptise Christ : to shew also that 
the atonement of Christ is perfect. He died 
once ; we are baptised once. 

The remarks made were weighty and 
solemn; and doubtless found their way into 
mnny a heart with a convincing power that 
the origin of the institution was Divine. 

On Lord's-day, Deceru ber 9th1 we held our 
second anniversary of the operung of Chau-
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well Stt·cct Chapel. We were fayored with a 
very good day, both in providence and gritcc. 
Mr. Murrell, of St. N cot's, preached morning 
and e-cning from Psalm xviii. 46-" The 
Lord Ii vcth ; and blessed be my Rock ! and 
let the God of my salvation be exalted." 
Two precious savory discourses they were. 

Mr. Wells in the afternoon preached to a 
crowded congregation, from the words, -
" Blessed is he whosoever shall not be of
fended in me." 

On the following Tuesday evening we held 
our nnnual tea meeting-a most spiritual, 
harmonious, happy and interesting meeting 
it was. We have been peculiarly favoured 
before ; but think this was the best meeting 
of the kind we have had in Chadwell Street. 

About 300 friends took tea together. The 
subjects spoken from were very interesting. 
Mr. Milner, upon the "Manna in the Wil
derness." Mr. Mote, "The Brazen Serpent." 
Mr. Palmer, "The Ark of the Testimony." 
Mr. Murrell, "The Cloudy Pillar." Mr. 
Wyard, "The Smitten Rock." Mr. New
borne, "The Year of Jubilee." Mr. Aldiss 
concluded with a few cong;ratulatorv remarks 
upon our prosperity as a church. The Spirit 
of Christ, the great Antitype of all the sub
jects, evidently rested upon the speakers, and 
perraded the meeting. 

" Behold ! how truly good 
And P.leasant 'tis to see 

The children of our Father God 
In friendship all agree." 

During the past year, the Lord has added 
to our number thirty-nine: twenty-one by 
Baptism, and eighteen, most of whom have 
been out of church fellowship for years, 
seeking a home. 

Thus, amidst all that is distressing in the 
world, and exercising in the professing church 
o! Christ, what a mercy to know, the founda• 
tion of God standeth sure, having this seal,
" The Lord knoweth them that are his;" he 
is collecting the materials for mercy's build
ing. " Shall come " will soon bring all the 
family together; and what a meeting will 
that be-to go no more out for ev11r ! 

Thus, another Ebenezer, 
Ai; a favoured church, we raise, 

To our covenant Jehovah ! 
He alone deserves the praise. 

Ever since we've been together, 
Mercies have not ceased to flow; 

To our King, our Head and Saviour, 
All we have, we feel we owe. 

On the little garden, planted 
By Jehovah' s sovereign hand 

Showers of blessings have been falling; 
Trophies of his grace we stand. 

Kept as one in grace relation, 
By the truth abiding fast, 

Jesus and his great salvation 
All of grace from first to la'st. 

God has kindly helped his servant 
His great love-acts to declare . 

And while truth has been procla.'imed 
Has his hGly arm made bare. ' 

Through the yea1·, we've been refreshed 
Oft, in hearing sinners tell 

Ho,v to them the Word was blessed, 
Snatching them as bunds from hell. 

Satan oft has been defeated 
In attempts to do us harm; 

.As a flock, we've beon defended 
By our Shepherd's mighty arm. 

Peace by him hill! been maintained ; 
Round us he his wings bath sprend, 

.And our souls havo been sustained 
All the year with living brend. 

Sure we are to him indebted 
For such gracious, constant care ! 

To his name be all the glory! 
Goodness crowns another year. 

SAXMUNDH.AM. 
MY DEAR SrR,-You will excuse my saying, 
a feeling came over me to-day while reading 
the VESSEL, how many changes you must 
have had in eleven years past, since you 
launched the little EARTHEN VESSEL for the 
first time on the troubled ocean of this world; 
yet amidst all the tossings, it has still been 
borne up, and in many, very many ins£ances, 
richly laden with heavenly cargo; treasures of 
life and joy to many a sorrowful soul. It bath 
shed a light in many a dark corner of this 
world, and in the more dark corner of many a 
poor sinner's heart: and I am thankful that you 
have been thus enabled amidst all your trials, 
to keep it sailing; and it rejoiced my neart to 
find in the December number; you feel much 
on account of some very unpleasant and un
savoury food, such as makes some of the 
children of Zion very sick, and often have I 
heard them say, "Oh, what a sweet morsel I 
got reading that living testimony of God's 
eternal truth, in such a piece in the VESSEL! 
But you do not know how I felt under that 
other piece,-that controversy-so and so." 
Now, you speak of devoting more time to look 
over the cargo for the future, and right glad 
will be many of its readers to see an improve
ment; that is, Jet it carry such freight as will 
be calculated, under God, to be instructing to 
the ignorant, joy to the sorrowful; liberty to 
the bound, light to the dark, and life to the 
dead : and God will bless it. 

I have often felt much for you in the midst 
of your other business, travelling and preach
ing, with one here and another there writing 
you angry letters, and it has made me think 
and say, Who would be an editor? Yet I 
believe God has paid you in the work. Amidst 
all some good bath been done here, and some 
soul bath been blessed there. Enemies have 
been stirred up on the right band and on the 
left. And thus God bath been working 
amidst it all; and the great enemy of all bath 
heard of it. So then, he must send his agents 
to make a noise here, nnd find fault there; 
but all to little purpose, for the Lord bath h_is 
men, his ministers, his people! and he will 
work by them. Hie counsel shall stand, he 
will do all his pleasure. May you be en
couraged by his presence, nnd by an increase 
of grace and peace in your own soul, and by 
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0 grenter nnd more extensive cireulntion of 
the V EBBEL, is the desiro of my he1trt. And 
its you know our cnuse is very young, wo only 
were formod into o church last Good Friday, 
nnd n blessed day wo had, you arc witness. 
Wo intencl t1tking the VESSEL nextyenr,afcw 
of us, ancl our friend and brother Mr. Daniel 
C1trriage, will thank you to make up a little 
parcel of twelve copies, for January, 1B56, 
(he bath engaged to be agent in this town, if 
you please) and God grant that ho may in
crease the number, and may God's blessing 
attend the reading of them. 

healed; what love they have to Jesue and hie 
people and ways. 

On Lord's-clay we attended to the despised 
ordinance of believer's baptism, when five 
poor sinners were not ashamed to follow their 
Lord in his own blessed ordinance, nor 
ashamed to sing, "Jesus is not ashamed of 
me." In the afternoon we received them into 
full communion, with a sister from another 
church, making six on that occasion, and three 
baptised and added before, making since 
chapel opening, eight baptised, beside some 
who had been baptised before. You prayed 
we might increase; we ,have a little. I hope 
we shall get more and more of such as shall 
be eternally saved. I am glad to bear of any 
prosperity among the churches ; and God 
grant we may here get more and more, for the 
enemy is ever on the watch, to distress and 
cast down. May the Lord lift up the fallen, 
cheer the faint, and cause his ministers and 
his sainta to bless him, for ever and ever. I 
am, dear brother, in the bonds of everlasting 
love, yours truly in him, W. DAY. 

Bla:chall, Dec. 10th, 1855. 

CARMEL C:0:A.PEL, 

NEW ROAD, WOOLWICH. 

I thought perhaps you would like to hear a 
little about our little cause here. I must say, 
since you was here God bath been very 
gracious to us. Sometimes wo are obliged to 
sing out, "how great things the Lord bath 
done, whereof we are glad I" Some solemn 
impressions were made on the day the church 
was formed, that cannot be erasecl, nor do we 
wish they ever should. I must say, when our 
little house was opened, by our highly esteemed 
brother Wells, now a little more than twelve 
months,-in November, 1864,-God did indeed 
send him with a message, and he felt liberty 
in his soul, and very happy in his work. The 
day will be long remembered. And I heard a 
man, a stranger to us, who came from afar, 
say on that day, "This house will be for the Tms cause of truth has miraculously risen. 
discontented, and those deep in debt, and in S;venyears agoaboutsixGod-fearingmenmet 
distress, like the Cave Adullam." . My heart I in a room for prayer ; it is evident by signs 
said, Lord grant it may be eo. And we have . that have followed that God was with them. 
had some come nmong us so deep in debt and ! After meeting together thus a short period, 
nothing to pay with, that they have been so I the;r where induced to take the present chapel, 
distressed in their poor souls, and so discon- which they opened witli fervent prayer. Is
tented and dissatisfied with themselves; but rael's God was with them and inclined the 
the Lord hath made them satisfied with a free hearts of faithful ministers to occupy the pul
clischarge, and made them sing, "This makes pit, which continued until the Lord in answer 
sovereign mercy dear, and Jesus all in all." to prayer sent them a pastor. The right man 
Our brother Grey has for some time been in the right place and at the right time, thus 
unable to attend by rea<[!on of affliction, but demonstrating to us Divine order in provi
his heart is with us, and. he lays on his bed, dence as in grace. 
and weeps for joy when he hears of the bless- He is too wise to err. Mr. Hanks, late of 
ing souls receive under the Word. llfoy the Manchester commenced his stated labours 
Lord restore him again, if it is his blessed will. here last December, 1864. He came in the 

W o have had some of late come before the fulness of time and in the fulness of the Gos
church, whose first conviction seems made on pel ; for the word throug;h him hatli been the 
Good Friday, when the little church was power of God unto salvation, a gracious out
formed here. Oh what a solemn day that was ! pouring from on high hath been vouchsafed, 
I think every member and many besides, will and the little hill of Carmel bath blossomed 
long remember how the Lord blessed his Word as the rose and yielded a thousand sweets. 
on that day; and I think my brother could Here the Lord bath met with the careless sin
indeed say, "My heart is enlarged." God ner; here, glory be to his name, he bath met 
grant us many such days in his Zion below. the hungry and thirsty souls and fed them 
Our brother Felton was with us on Monday, with the bread of life, here the mourners have 
N ovembor 19th: wo had a tea meeting,-a been comforted, here the weak and wavering 
kind of anniversary. Our little chapel was have been strengthened and established. In
full, nnd very comfortable indeed; nnd in the deed, there has been such a gracious outpour
eveninir brother Felton was very sweet in his ing of blessings that our little chapel bath been 
preachmg. God was indeed with him, and he full of his glory. 
did indeed tell us of dropping heavens and During the past year about 27 have been 
opening earth, and skies dropping righteous- added to the church, there are now 10 cand1-
nesa; and every dear brother that bath been dates who have declared to tbo church what 
with us, speaking in his dear name, bath the Lord bath done for them, amongst them 
declared what liberty they enjoy in speaking isaserjeant in the army whose account of God's 
among us; and I behove the reason is plain, dealings with him are mysterious and won
the Lore! is with us, "tho God of J ncob 1s our drous, which account I hope to forward you 
Refuge; n very prasent help in trouble." in detnil, which I am sure will interest the 
I am sure it both warmed my heart to hear living in Zion, and lead them to say as it hath 
po9r sinners come, and tell how they wi,re the church hero, is not this n brunt! plucked 

R 3 
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from t,bc burning P What bath God wrought? 
Is any thing too bard for the Lord ? 
The church and real friends to the cause met 
last Mond1ty Dec. 10 to commemorRte Mr. 
He.nks's ent1·e.nce amongst them, and to praise 
the Lord for bis goodness in sending a pastor 
after bis own heart, who hath so fully fed 
them "·it.11 wisdom and knowledgo. 

That meeting was a sweet soul-cheerin~ and 
sonl-revi,·ing season; many of the friends 
spoke the feelings of their hearts freely and 
demonstrated that God was in them of a truth. 
May Israel's God be with you in yolll' work 
of faith and Jabolll' of love. J. B. 

GARNER BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
CLA.l'Hill, 

Mn EnrTon.-The following are the par
ticulars of a very delightful Tea and Public 
1,1 ceting held at "Garner," on Tuesday even
ing 27th N ovcmbcr; as your readers have not 
heard any thing of us for some time, my 
brethren hope this may prove interesting. 

The meeting was oonvened for the two-fold 
purpose of strengthening the spirit of unity 
which, through the goodness of our God, now 
reigns amongst the friends at Garner ; and 
also for putting into operation some systema
tic means for the gradual reduction of the 
heavy debt upon the chapel. These being tbe 
avowed objects of the meeting, our frienas 
were on the alert to insure the comfort of 
those who mightfavourus with their company; 
and at half-past 5 o'clock we had the pleasure 
of seeing 160 persons sit down to tee, with us, 

The tea being over, the chapel filled, and 
our pastor having taken the chair, the public 
service opened by singing-

" Kindred in Christ for His dear sake," &c. 
Our brother Edgcombe besought the Di vine 

blessing, after which, our Secretary read a. 
report of the progress of the cause since its 
foundation, as follows: 

"C1rn.ISTIAN FRIENDS,-This cause was 
founded on Lorci's-day, December 14th, 1861, 
by the opening of a small upper room, in a 
little back street in this neighbourhood, which 
was fitted up, and made as comfortable as our 
means would allow, at a cost of about £25 ; 
in which room the glorious Gospel of our 
more glorious Il,,edeemer was faithfully 
preached by various ministering brethren, 
who were kind enough to come and supply 
for us, until the month of April following, 
when ow· present pastor, brother El Yen, made 
his appearance amongst us, and his ministry 
wns so blest to the souls of the people, that 
this little place became too strait for us. 
And an eligible plot of ground having offered 
itself, a lease of it was taken by some of the 
brethren. Upon thi~ piece of ground it was 
then proposed to build a small chapel, at a 
cost of about £500 or £600. But, however, 
by the time we had done building, we found 
we had incurred a debt of £1248 10s. 8d., 
£848 of which sum .(for the purpose of paying 
the bml~er) wa.s ra1Sed by Joans from various 
of our ine_nds, m umo~nts yarying from £230, 
down to £5 each, bearmg mterest at five per 
,cent,.; nearly the whole of which latter sum 

wns advanced by persons who nre now either 
members of the church here, or regular 
worshippers with us, 

"The debt of £'lo, incurred in furnishing 
the little place, before referred to, having 
been paid oil; and the building· finished, it WIUI 

opened for ~ublic worship on the 14th of 
January, 18o3; nnd shortly after this n 
church was formed here upon Gospel princi. 
pies, consisting of twenty-eight members, and 
ultimately our dear brother, now in the chair, 
became our ordained pastor; and all went on 
well for the first two years, or thereabouts, 
during which time we were enabled to pay 
about £90 off our debt. But unhappily, 
about this time, a state of things developed 
itself, which is at once too painful, and too 
notorious amongst our friends to need more 
than the most Clll'sory reference in this 
report; the more especially, as we have the 
happiness of knowing that this state of things 
is now numbered amongst the things .that 
are past, and we believe that we have now 
the satisfaction of recording, to the honour 
of our God, that· the pastor, deacon, and 
people at Garner, dwell together as the head 
of one man, having but one, or rather a triune 
purpose in view, the glory of God 0111' 
Heavenly Father, the prosperity of his 
•.>hurch, and the good of souls generally. 
And thus we feel, that we are now in a 
position, with the blessing of the Lord upon 
the means we m~, be led to adopt, to make 
a Jong pull,-a strong pull,-and what is 
better tlian all,-a puli ALTOGETHER, at the 
heavy debt upon thIS place. And as our dear 
Lord has favolll'ed us with token upon token 
that this is a SJ,>iritual vineyard, of his 
right hand plant.mg, we are helped with 
some degi·ee of confidence to believe that 
the same God, to whom also belongeth the 
silver and the gold, will enable us honorahly 
to meet every just claim against us, and that 
in the event, we shall have to raise another 
Ebenezer to ow· God, and record to you the 
fact that this great financial mountain has 
become a plain before our much g,·eater 
Zerubabel. · 

"In conclusion we beg to state, that since 
the formation of this branch of the visible 
church the number of its members has in
creased to about double its original number, 
after deducting those few who have been 
removed from us by death or otherwise ; be
sides which1 we have now several others 
waiting to Join us-some being from other 
churches, and some being recently given seals 
to the ministry of onr dear pastoriw ho are 
waiting to follow their Divine ord and 
Master through the sweet waters of believers' 
baptism; so that under existing circum· 
stances, setting the good over against the 
evil, our encouragements over against our dis• 
encouragements, we feel constrained to say 
that all things have hitherto worked together 
for our good-' The Lord having done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad.' " 

The chairman then called upon our brother 
Wells to address the meeting, which, in his 
usual vivacious, instructive und forciblo man• 
ner he did, to the edification of many present, 
Brethren Banks, Wyard, Edgcombe, and 
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Chislett. also gave us most suit11ble and Jheer
ing nddreeses upon such subjects .as the Lord 
had laid upon their minds for the oecaaion, all 
eavouring of the things touching the kingdom 
of our blessed J esue-to enlarge upon which 
would occupy too much of your space : 
suffice it to say the meeting was more profit
able, financially and spiritually, than any that 
has ever been held at Garner-by means of 
which we have been helped to go on our way 
rejoicing, our souls being cheered, and en
couraged to prosecute with vigour all Ja wful 
means for promoting both the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of the Lord's dear people. in 
which object we rejoice in the fact of knowing 
that we have not only the good wishes and 
assistance of many of Zion's faithful watch
men, but also the unmistakeable appoval of 
Him who reigns King in Zion. 

The meeting having been concluded with 
singing and prayer, several of ourftiends were 
supplied with penny-a-week subscription cards 
and donation boxes, by which means, we trust, 
we shall be enabled by the blessing of the 
Lord considerably to reduce the debt upon our 
chapel. 

EGHAM HYTHE C.!I~PEL, STAINES. 

M~ Enrro&.-On Tuesday, September 
25th, 1855, I was invited by my esteemGd and 
aged brother, Mr. Joseph Aynesley, to dine 
with him, and to witness the baptising of four 
males, and three females, belonging to the old 
Baptist Cause, Egham Hythe, Staines, which 
took place at the General Baptist Chapel, 
(kindly lent for the occasion) by Mr. Lod11:e, 
who has been supplying at the old Bo.ptLSt 
Co.use. They not c,nly received, those seven, 
but two others were also received, and they 
fully expect to receive three more next month. 
T~e sermon was preached by Mr. Winslow, of 
Richmond; the text was from Ephesians i. 7. 
In bis introduction be looked upon the pool 
before bim, as emblematical of that mighty 
ocean which is so beautifully set forth in the 
Psalms, "All thy waves and thy billows have 
gone over me." Therefore, he said, no one 
could take up such exp1·essive languaooe as 
that but the Christ of God, feeling sat!sfied 
that they had gone over the Great Head of 
the church for her final deliverance. 

Mr. Winslow set forth Jesus Christ as the 
~~urc~'• salvation, redemption, and final glo• 
rtficat10n. He also threw out some very en
couraging things for the people of God, very 
clearly drawing a line of distinction between 
those who are interested in the all-important 
iheme of redemption, and those who are not. 
t has _also been my mercy to go and speak to 

th~m m my weak way several times; and I 
Gthlllk they are a people in whom the love of 
. ocl bas been shed abroad; and are united 
~ love and peace. 

After the sermon Mr. Lodge came to the 
P0 ?1; engaged very sweelly in prayer; seemed 
~lllte warm in tbe cause; shewed his authority 
10» bnptising them in a most bold, but not by 
nny means in II presumptuous way; and for 
the first time be Jed the candidal!es into the 
Water, nod there immersed them in the nnme 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Ghost. AfterWlll"ds Mr. Winslow acknow
ledged with thanks the kindness of the friends 
in Tending the chapel; pronounced the bene
diction, and then separated. 

J, FARRAWAY, 
28, St. John's Wood Road, Regent's Parle. 

ZOAR CHAPEL, GRAVESEND. 

I ~END a short account of the anniversary 
of the Sabbath School connected with tbe above 
place. On Monday, November 26th, we had 
a profitable meeting ; near 200 sat down to tea 
in the chapel. On that day twelve months we 
commenced our Sabbath School; and have been 
encouraged to go on in this good work through 
one year. Several teachers came forward at 
the commencement to assist in teaching, and 
we humbly hope our labor has not been vain 
in the Lord. The chair was taken at half
past 6; after singing and prayer, a report of 
the year's proceedings was read by one of the 
teachers ; and several friends addressed the 
meeting upon the important subject of Sab
bath Schools. Our esteemed pastor Mr. T. 
Stringer, ga-e a very appropriate address upon 
the subject · shewing the qualification neces
sary for teachers in the Sabbath School. It 
was delightful to hear him. I thought at the 
time, oh that every teacher was th\18 qualified 
for his w.ork ; then much good must attend 
even that feeble instrumentality. Much was 
said by other speakers, and about 9 o"clock 
we closed our happy meeting, desiring still to 
pursue our course. I have rejoiced wlu1e read
ing accounts of Sabbath Schools establiahed in 
our connection. I pray that Divine success 
may attend their humble efforts to glorify God 
in imparting useful instruction to the rising 
race, for we see the people very zealous in 
teaching error-and aho.11 we (who profess to· 
believe the fundamental princi pies of the 
Bible) be negligent and indifferent r Rather 
let us obey the command: " In the morning 
sow thy seed, and in the evening withold not 
thy band for thou knowest not whether ahall 
prosper this or that, or whether both shall b& 
alike good." A. DALTON. 

LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA. 

BROTHER BANKs.-As the following letter 
may be perused with interest by many of your 
readers, as manifesting th~ preservin~ c~r~ of 
Almighty God, the sac.red mfluence ot D1vme 
grace, aud the teachings and Jeadings _of the 
Holy Spirft, in the experience of a smcere, 
consistent, humble, and devoutly zealous 
follower of the meek and lowly Jesus, so have 
I forwarded it for insertion in your interest
ino- publication; in doing which you will not 
only confer a favour on. many _who have en
joyed seasons of refresh,ng while the author 
has been pouring out his soul at a throne of 
grace, but upon yours in gospel bonds, 

Chelmsford, Oct. 30, 1855. W. D. 
To MR. JoHN CORBITT. 

Honored Pastor and Brother: The twentieth 
Sabbath has now arrived.since I left Chelms
ford; during this period of time I have not 
heard a gospel sermon ; but no good thing 
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has failed me of all that the Lord has pro• 
mised ; he has kept my soul alive in time of 
famine, though I hnvc been bereft of the 
ministry and those ordinances which I love. 
I had much to contend with within and with
out, dming the time I was on my voyage. 
Unbelief, that tryin~ foe, with faith did 
struggle. Unbelief did often say, "Religion, 
you haYe none worth possessing." llut faith 
enabled me to lean upon my Helper God. 
The following portions of ScriRture, that the 
Lord gave me before I left England, much 
supported me:-" Go thy way, eat thy bread 
with joy, and drink thy wine with a merrr, 
heart; for God now accepteth thy works. ' 
Eccles. ix. 7. " Be still, and know that I am 
God." Psalm xh-i. 10. In times of darkness 
and sorrow, and fearful forebodings, my cry 
was, " Lord, didst not thou speak those words 
with power to my soul ? Then ena0le me to 
trust thee ; knowing thou art ' too wise to 
err, too good to be unkind.'" The tempter 
suggested the thought to me when very sick 
and weak, Perhaps you will die before you 
reach that far, far, far distant land; and the 
men on board said eo too. This, indeed, was 
trying to me ; for I knew I had positively 
said I should reach the shore. But at such 
seasons as these the Lord would again say
" Be still, and know that I am God." 
"rn for thee work, and in thee too; 

Will guide thee safe, and bring thee through." 

On Feb. 26 I wrote thus1 upon those words 
in Ecclesiastes - "' Go tny way,' is God's 
divine snd sovereign command; reason not; 
scruple not ; ask no carnal questions ; for I 
that bid thee go am infinite in wisdom ; I am 
the infallible Jehovah; I am excellent in 
working; never did anJ'thing wrong yet. It 
is I that bid thee go; leave the result with 
me-I will perform my own pleasure; and 
what you know not now you shall know 
hereafter. I love thee too well to let any 
evil or harm befall thee; I will give. thee 
some tokens of my love, make my word meat 
for thee, and thou shalt love and _praise me 
too. I am unchangeably the same m my love 
towards thee, therefore I will be thy Guide 
in all thy movements; I will keep thee every 
moment; I will water thee with dew from 
heaven ; electing love thou shalt delight in
preservation and final perseverance, Thou 
shalt experience safety in all thy seeming 
dangersh help in all thy troubles, light to 
guide t y way in sorrow to thy heavenly 
Father. Thou shalt cry to me and l will 
answer thee. Thus thou shalt obtain favour 
of the Lord, and have the satisfaction of 
knowing that I, the mighty Jehovah, regards 
thy cry, and acceptest thee as mr, child. 
Thus honored thou standest in a digniJied p~
,;ition, higher than the noblemen of this 
world-that is, those who are destitute of my 
grace and love." 

I have found it an unspeakable blessing to 
have the Word of God to rest upon, assuring 
me that the Lord accepted my works · I do 
not mean meritoriously-but accepted' them 
in that obedience which he required of me. 

On April 26, my hca:tt was full of fears; 
and as there wero no God-fearing people on 

board1 I WM reminded of the lnnguage con
tained in rsalm cii. "I watch, and am ae a 
sparrow upon the housetop. Mine enemies 
reproach me all the day ; ancl they that nro 
mad against me are sworn agninst me." For 
had you witnessed the conduct of those around 
me, both infidels and scoffers, you would have 
said with me, " Mine enemies are sworn 
against me ;" although through rich grace 
my enemies were defeated and God glorified ; 
for had my foot slipped, no doubt they would 
have rejoiced, and " eaten my sins like a 
sweet morsel." Here would I not praise sin
ful self, but record it in honor of 'thnt God 
who "doos all things well." 

On May the 4th I thought of the brethren 
I had left behind, who often dropped a word 
which was like bread cast upon the waters • 
for it cheered my heart, and kept me heedfui 
and cautious in my steps. 

After mentioning a few general particulars, 
the writer says-Thanks be to my heavenly 
Father, the voyage is over, with fearful 
things that made the faces of the scoffing 
crew look pale ; but as I am let for twelve 
months to a farmer at Wilberforce, thirty-five 
miles from Srdney, and four from Windsor1 a 
town containmg a population of about 4,0uO, 
and in which there are Weeleyans, Roman 
Catholics, the Scotch Church, and tlie Na
tional Church. So, at the end of that time, 
should I .be s:pared, I hope to find some one 
who knows himself and Jesus. N. C. 

Wilbeeforce, near 1f'indsor, .Australia, 
J'IJ/n8 17, 1855. 

THE .GREAT REFORMATION 
DOCTRINE; 

THE RICHEST SOURCE OF CONSOLATlON. 

The Evangelical Preacher for December 
(Sangster and Fletcher) contains some por
tions of Latimer' s Sermons, which for sub
stantial Gospel truths, can hardly be excelled. 
Truly the Editor says, " Luthe1• could not 
hne spoken more in harmony with Paul's 
teaching, than does Latimer." We wish we 
could print the following sentences in what 
the printers call, " Canon Type:" - yea, 
more, we wish it to be read, received, rejoiced 
in, and fed upon, by tens of thousands of our 
people. Nothing short of a living faith in, 
and a powerful realization of Tllli: GRAND 
TRUTHS OF THE GOSPEL, could have sup• 
ported our fathers in going forth to meet the 
flames. Nothing short of a full and faithful 
publication of tho same, can be food for the 
living church of God, even in these days. 
Ministering brethren! we beseech you to read 
oldLatimer's Grimsthorpe Sermon ON JuaTI• 
FICATION DY CHRI8T ALONE, It was on 
Twelfth Day, in 1663. Here is a precious 
slice off it. Say, ye hungry, thirsty souls
is not this Gospel that you dearly love? 
Latimer calls it, "A GOOD 8TAY AGAINST 
TllE TEMPTATIONS OF TllE DEVIL," 

"I desire you iu the reverence of God to 
bear away this one sentence, which I will _tell 
you now; for it shall .be a good stay ngam~t 
tho temptations of the devil, The eentenco 1s 
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this: Qtiod lox prOJst!Vl'o non poteurat, ' That 
the lnw could not do, for it was letted by the 
flesh;' what can the law do when it hath no 
Jct? .Marry, it can justify. Sod inflrmaba
tur per carmen; that is to say, 'bj the in
firmity of our flesh' man was not able to do 
it· the lack was in us ; for we are wicked, 
add the law is holy and good. Now that 
which we lacked, that same hath God ful
filled and supplied, mdsso Filio suo ; in that 
he hath sent his Son to supply that which 
man's work could not do : and with his ful
filling of the law and painful death he 
merited, that as many as believe in him, 
though they had done all the sins of the 
world, yet shall they not be damned, but are 
righteous before the face of God, believing in 
Christ ; so that remission of sins and ever
lasting life may be sought no where else but 
onlyin Christ. Quiproprio Filio nonpepercit. 
s,d dedit pro nobis, ' He that spared not his 
only Son, but gave him for us, why should 
he not have given us all things with him?' 

'' By this text it appeareth, that he which 
hath Christ, bath all things. He hath 
Christ's fulfilling of the law; he hath remis
sion of his sins; and so, consequently, ever
lasting life. Is not this a comfort ? What 
greater consolation, comfort, and heart-ease 
can there be in heaven and earth, than that; 
namely, t-0 be sure of the remission of thy 
sins, and that Christ bound himself unto the 
law, t-0 that end that he might fulfil it to the 
uttermost? This, I say, is the greatest com
fort ; specially when the devil goeth in hand 
with us, and casteth our sins in our teeth; 
as, no doubt he forgetteth them not, but hath 
them (as they say) at his finger's end; when 
he wiU so go to work with us, saying, 'Sir, 
thou art damned; thou art a sinful wicked 
man; thou hast not kept God's most holy 
commandments; God must needs judge thee 
according unto his law.' 

"Now then, when I have the grace to have 
in remembrance the circumcision of Christ : 
when I remember that Christ bath fulfilled 
the law for me; that he was circumcised, that 
he will stand between me and my damnation ; 
wheu I look not upon my works, to be saved 
by them, but only by Christ; when I stick 
unto him; when I believe that my soul is 
washed and made clean through hlS blood ; 
t~en I have all his goodness, for God bath 
given him unto me; and when I believe in 
him, I apply all his benefits unto me. I pray 
God, the Almighty, to give us such a heart 
that we may believe in him ; for he is finis 
le,qis, 'the end of the law ;' porfimctio le9is, 
'the fulfilling of the same, to the salvation of 
nl! that believe on him ! ' What can be more 
comfortable ? Therefore let us believe on him 
and be thankful." 

~--~-
011 nil that a saint hath, whether of gifts, 

or graces, or'privileges, he must say, "Alas! 
Master ! it was bor1•ow1d." The seventy that 
Christ sent to preach the gospel, even while 
they trod on the serpent's head, when he 
tur!}ed, wore like to have been empoison~d !Il 
theu, hearts with pride. This, as a thief m 
the candle, will soon swail out our joy. 

ZO.AR Il.Al'TIST CHA.PEL, POPLAR. 

TnE fourth anniYcrsary of the pastorate of 
Mr. R. Bowles, was helcl Lord's-day, De
cember 9th; brother H. Langham, of Squirries
street, preached an excellent discourse; (and 
although suffering from bodily indisposition) 
the power and pl'esence of the great " Master 
of Assemblies" was richly enjoyed. Brother 
Thomas Chivers preached in the afternoon; 
his subject bein~, '' The Church's complete 
salvation, and ultimate glorification;" brother 
W. Bidder in the evening, producing a" Thus 
saith the Lord," for all that was advanced 
by him. 

On the following Tuesday, Mr.James Wells 
preached to the people from Ruth ii. 2. We 
think that this sermon (under the blessing of 
God) was calculated " to strengthen the weak 
hands, and to confirm the feeble knees," as 
well as to find out and to feed the little ones 
in the "household of faith." A large number 
sat down to tea, after which a public meeting 
was held. Mr. Bowles presided. Brother 
Cause invoked the divine blessing. The senior 
deacon stated the Lord's goodness manifested 
towards them as a church, whose bands had 
been strengthened, and his ministry greatly 
blessed. Many had been added to the church, 
the congregation increased, and a debt of 
nearly forty pounds clearetl off, in addition to 
the expenses of the chapel. The meeting 
was addressed by brethren Edgecombe, 
Chivers, J. Wells, J. A. Jones, Bracher, and 
J. Chislett, Brother Langham concluded in 
prayer. 

The following lines were composed for the 
occasion by one of the friends. Our aged 
brother J. A. Jones gave them out in a clear, 
strong voice, determined to let all HE.All.; 
and the friends sung them with life, and in 
real earnest. 

0 Lord, when we behold and see 
Thy wond'rous works and ways; 

We lift our thankful hearts to thee, 
In songs of grateful praise. 

The circling year hath gone its round, 
And we, a favour'd baud; 

ln peace and safety here are found, 
To bless thy guardian hand. 

Still may thy smile our spirits cheer, 
('Though men and devils frown.) 

And many gems be added here, 
To our Redeemers crown. 

Comrass our viueyard round about 
With thine almighty power; 

And keep the little fo:,:es out, 
T)lat would our grapes devour. 

Increase our faith, and zeal, and love ; 
Fill us with joys divine; 

And while the benefit we prove, 
Be all the glory tkine. W. TAFFS. --------~---~--~-~--~-

ANGER and malice, like strong acids or salt, 
corroding humours, turn the pure milk of the 
word wur, so that we get no nutriment from 
it; so we must see to it that we lay aside all 
ma.lice, envy, and evil-speaking, and as new
born babes desire the sincere milk of the 
WC»-d, 
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REVIEWS. 

" T1ie S1icphe,•d and liis Flock, 01• the 
Covenant Engagements of Ch,·ist Jo,· his 
people." 

Such is the title of a neat little work, 
recently published by Roulston anrl Stone
man· being the substance of three sermons 
prea~hed b, JosEPH HAMBLIN, late of Foot's 
Cra,-, Kent. Our b1·other Jones, late of 
Chit.ham, has m:itten, at the beginning, "a 
woi·d for the ,·eader, ·• which is so informatory 
of the nature and claims of this work, that we 
quot.e it entire. He says,-

" My brother Hamblin has opened up with 
much clearness and beauty, a difficult pas
sage of Holy Writ; while be has not aimed 
at the gratification of the curious, but to ex
hibit its practical, edifying sense and mean
ing, as calculated to instruct and strengthen 
the people of God. In his elucidation of the 
text, he proceeds so scripturally, 'comparing 
spiritual things with spiritual,' assuming 
nothing, bespeaking no confidence in the 
preacher's judgment, but calmly and skil
ful],, placing the words of the Holy Ghost 
before his readers, he commends his subject 
to the enlightened conscience, and we find 
oursel,es learning, not of the minister, but 
of the Master. I willingly take:upon myself 
the responsibility of advismg the publication 
of these discourses. The carnal or merely 
literary taste mll find no treat here; but the 
li'l'ing, thinking soul, cannot fail to derive 
profit far exceeding the cost of the book. 

"For the information of those who do not 
know the Author, I beg leave to add, that he 
is a plain, honest servant of Jesus Christ; 
diffident to excess; has been deeply tried; 
and is remarkable in his ministry for con
firming the sentiments he advances with a 
' Thus saith the Lord.' " 

The text is Zechariah xi. 7 ., "I wilZ feed 
the flock of slaughter, even you, 0 poor of the 
flock. .And I took wnto me two sta'Des; the 
one I called Beauty, and the other I called 
Bands; aud I fed the flock." In a pleasing, 
edifying, and simple style, our brother has 
penned this beautiful passa;;e. We were 
tempted to quote a portion ; but we would 
rather our readers should read the whole. 
This little volume is dedicated by the 
preacher, to his Christian friends in different 
places where he has laboured ; and to them, 
as well as to many believers, the work will be 
acceptable. 

We have known Joseph Hamblin at least 
fifteen years, as a solid, consistent, and faith
ful minister of Christ. We should rejoice to 
see bin, happily and usefully settled with a 
peace and truth-loving people; among whom 
he might spend the closing days of his earthly 
career. 

"Joseph and Jesu•: being an .Attempt to 
shed New Testament Light upon Old Testa
";""t HiJJto,.y." Ily Rev. W. Lincol'!, (late 
Curate of Pudsey, Leeds· now Mm1.Ster of 
St. ,T ohn's, London Road. (Published by 
Houhto1_l and Stoneman.) 

Mr. Lmcoln ha, here presented the church 

of Christ with I\ well-studied history of tho 
life, the sufferings, and t.he honore of Joseph, 
which. he makes very profitably to preach 
unto us, JESUS, THE SINNml's I<'HIEND. 

A brief quotation from the Pl'eface, ,vill 
bespeak attention, inasmuch as it breathes ea 
much of that sweet spirit under the influence 
of which the Author wi·ites and preaches. 
He tells us-

" The object of the following pages is totes
tify of the Person, Work, Love, Grace, Pre
ciousness, Fulness, anrl Glory of Christ. I 
am well aware this can never be adequately 
and fully accomplished. No christian, nay, 
no saint triumphant, can achieve tlris; and 
less, far less, can burning seraph or lofty ar
changel. They may be, and ever are, telling 
of Jesus' blessed love; but never, never, can 
it be said that they have told it. The Love of 
Jesus is au ocean without shore, or bottom, or 
brim. The Grace of Jesus is infinite. The 
Preciousness of Jesus must be felt, must be 
experienced. The Fulness of Jesus is inex
haustible. The Glory of Jesus is best seen 
from the Cross, where all the divine attributes 
meet together in one undazzling focus ; but 
which still, even there, can only be surveyed, 
cannot be comprehended. Why then attempt 
a theme confessedly ineffable? Say, rather, 
Why not ? It ravishes the saint, it renews 
the sinner, it oft rouses the careless, godless 
slumberer and sleeper. To think and speak 
of Jesus, under the Spirit's blessing, enlarges 
the soul, elevates the affections, purifies the 
heart and ·sanctifies the life. It pleases the 
eternal Father, it accords with the design of 
the ever-blessed S.1>irit, it glorifies the Saviow·. 
Understand me. I do not mean tbi>t you 
bring any accession of any good thing t,, J e
sus wlricb he had not before. Far from that. 
Every good thing comes from him (James i. 
17). Therefore ;1ou cannot glorify him thus: 
to attempt to brmg anything to him is to dis
honour him. :Qut he is glorified by being 
known; and he is the more glorified the more 
he is known." 

"Only One Life.''-London: J. Groom, 
Bazaar, Soho Square. In the midst of. much 
that is excellent irr this small tract, the fol
lowing address to such as are real labourers in 
the Lord's vineyard, contains some striking 
sentiments, The writer says--

" To you, my beloved friends who in 
various ways are labouring in the· Lord's 
vineyard, desiring to spend and be spent for 
Christ, how solemn, how impressive, h?w 
animatinl( the thought,-only one lif.e !_ With 
you life 1ll a reality-you have a m1ss1011 to 
perform-you live for eternity. Kingdoms 
mav decay, thrones crumble into dust, tho 
proudest monuments of human power be as 
though they had n~ver been, but the results 
of your labours will endure for ever. The 
light first kindled in the soul by means of t)ie 
humble Sunday-school teacher, tract dis
tributor or visitor to the si ,,k man's cham· 
ber wili never never go out, but will con
tin~e to ehine brighter anq brighter throng!! 
the countless ages of etcrmty. And one son 
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converted seldom fails to lead to the conver
sion of others, and these again to others. A 
pious pedlar leaves a little tract at the house 
of Richard Baxter, and which proves the 
means under God of his conversion. Baxter's 
"Saint's Rest" is made instrumental in the 
conversion..,f Doddridge, whose "Rise and 
Progress" was blessed to the soul of Wilber
force. But the history of that little tract does 
not stop here. Wilberforce wrote "The prac
tical view of Christianity," which was made 
useful in the conversion of Leigh Richmond, 
the author of the "Dairyman's Daughter," 
and that again has been made useful to thou
sands of others. None, my friend, but God 
can calculate the full amount of good which 
has already resulted from the tract of the 
poor pedlar left at the rieh man's door. Be 
encouraged then, and go forward in your 
sublime and glorious mission." 

The Royal Diadem: ·or, The Glo,-ious 
Gospel Ohu,-ch.-Six numbers of this new 
monthly periodical have been sent us for review. 
It is published by Aylott & Co.,- three-half· 
pence for each number; and contains articles 
somewhat answering to its noble and dignified 
title. . We are told by the Editor that some 
good people thought it necessary to publish a 
magazine having less of the creature ; and 
more of Jesus. Beyond all question, if "The 
Royal Diadem" continues to furnish savoury, 
original,_ and sound expositions of CHRIST J E• 
sus, and His great salvation for and in His 
people, it will find many friends. We hope 
more carefully to peruse the numbers now be
fore us ; and heartily pray that the proprietors, 
and editors may have less of the sorrows and 
more of the joys than have fallen to ow· l~t. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT-A. discussion on 
Capital Punishment took place on Tuesday 
Evening, 9th of October, 1855, at the Mechan
ics' Lecture Room, Lewis. The gentlemen 
who conducted it, according to previous an
nouncement, were Mr. J. I. Dunlop, Minister 
of the Old Chapel, Lewis, and A. H. D_ymond, 
Esq., of London, Secretary to the Society for 
the Abolition of the Puuishment of Dea,th. 
'.)'he room was crowded in every part, and great 
mterest was manifested by the audience. 

The ,.epo,-t of the discussion, has been pub
lished by Messrs. Cash, of London; and Mr. 
A. Morris, of Lewis ; and is worthy the 
car_eful perusal of all whoso minds are exer
erc1sed on a subject so painful. 

TnEnE are some new works which, although 
we do not review them, they nre deserving
(in a literary point, of view)-of some notice : 
such as, "Krummaoher's Suffering Saviour;" 
"The Man Christ Jesus," by Robert Craig; 
"The Religious State and Prospects of 
~weden," &c., &o. A little penny book, pub
hshed by J. Ra"", Birmingbam, nnd James 
Pau;, London, "ReT!te Mighty C>·oss,,, is a 
prec10us poem for such ns love tho great, the 
essential gospol thomo. 

JUemntiali nf itµnrhh &ninht 
DEA.TH OF MR. R. J. HEAD, PETER-

BOROUGH. 

ON Friday morning, December 21st, died, at 
Peterborough, after some months of suffer
ing, from disease of the heart, Mr. Richard 
John Head, in the fifty-sixth year of his age. 
1'.he deceased was well known for many years, 
either personally or by hearsay, as a lover and 
receiver of all good men; and his house and 
heart were open to receive and welcome all 
ministers of truth. In the year 1824, he 
(with others) was instrumental in erectino
Zion Chapel, for the preaching of the una". 
dulterated Gospel of Christ-of which the 
now venerable John Carter was minister for 
nearly thirty years. But some few years ao-o, 
that spirit of division which, of late, has ,';,,. 
happily crept into so many churches, with an 
" I am for Paul, and I for Apollos," came 
upon, or into the church at Peterborough; 
and the very small church and congregation 
was split into three sections. Last year, Mr. 
Carter, through age and infirmity, resigned 
the pastorate of Zion, and Mr. Tryon, who 
had ministered to another section, was led to 
desire to see peace, and union once more es
tablished, declined also, and that union is now, 
I trust, accomplished. And the old chapel 
of Zion has been considerably enlarged; and 
to use a·phrase of Dr.Watts' (not in,idiously,) 
new modelled with the new name of Salem. 
May the Lord grant, it may answer to its name, 
by the enjoyment of peace ILnd harmony. 

The deceased had expressed an anxious wish 
to be present at the re-union and opening of 
the chapel, which is fixed for the 27th instant, 
by Messrs. Philpot, Godwin, and Brown. 
But the Lord, I trust, has taken him to 
enjoy a more perfect union with saints above. 
The deceased has met with some censure, and 
a few Shimeis. It may be the Lord had 
bidden them. Bnt I wish to speak of t!.ie 
good traits of his character ; there were many 
redeeming points. He had his failings ; who 
has not ? Let them be buried with his old 
Adam nature, from whence they had their 
rise. J.C. 

DEATH OF MR. MARK HEPWORTH. 
DEAR Srn,-I take it upon me to send you a 
short account respecting the death of Mr. 
Mo.rk Hepworth, who died on the 22nd 
of October, 1855. He was a deacon of the 
church formerly meeting in Princess-street, 
and under the pastoral care of Mr. J. Chislett, 
but now meeting at Hill-house, near Hudders
field. The little church here has been bereaved 
of one of its valuable members. He was 
beloved by nil who knew him in tho Gospel 
for his simplicity of manners, his humble 
deportment, and especially for his love to the 
people of God. He was a father in Israel ; 
always ready with his counsel and a,lviee, 
towards furthering the cause of God, which 
lay near his hNtrt; and though 76 ycllrs of 
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ago, he WIIB always found in the house of God, 
and at. the means of grace encouraging 
his brethren and sisters to seek the prosperity 
of Zion, by earnest and fervent prayer for the 
out;pouring of the Divine Spirit upon his min• 
isters, who came to preach unto them " the 
unsearchable riches of Christ." His sickness 
,ms but short: about a fortnight he was con
fined to his home aud bed. Several of his 
brethren visit.ed him, and found him always 
happv, resting entirely upon the blood and 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, for his ac
ceptance; and at the closing scene the last 
words he uttered were,-" Grace 1 grace!" 
Thus he lived, and thus he died, resting upon 
the rich, free, sovereign, unmerited grace of 
God. 

I should like to give the readers of the 
'\"EsSEL some interesting account of his life; 
but it will be found in his own words, in a 
speech dclfrcred by him at a tea meeting in 
Princess Street, at which were present Mr. 
Chislett, Mr. Corbitt, and several other 
friends. (See EA.RTHEN VESSEL for January, 
1852). lt will well repay any Christian to 
look for the above interesting Q.Ccount of 
"Old Mark," as he was senerally called. It 
i• en tit.led, "The Gospel m Yorkshire." For 
him to live was Christ, to die was gain. Mr. 
Franklin, of Golcar, preached his funeral ser• 
mon to an overflowing congregation from 
the words of Balaam, "Let me die the death 
ot the righteous, aud let my last end be like 
his." I am, dear Sir, your's truly, 

SA.MlJEL TAYLOR, 
..!lbion Street, Hudderefield. 

MR. JABEZ KEEBLE. 
WE have this month to record the sudden 
demise of Mr. J.urnz KBEBLE, one of the 
valuable deacons of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
Borough-road, London; who, after a journey 
of fifty years in this wilderness world, departed 
to jolll; the church triumphant in glory, with
out a sigh, a struggle, or a groan, on Wednes
day, the 12th day of December, 1855. He 
had for some time past been laid by from at
tending his usual avocation; but on the day 
named was considered something better, and 
was sitting up with his son. Suddenly hiB 
head dropped towards hiB shoulder. His son 
noticing it, asked him if he should hold hie 
head. The good man replied, "No! let me 
die.'' And quickly his ransomed spirit left 
the clay tabernacle, to be for ever with the 
Lord. He vras called to a know ledge of the 
truth under the ministry of the late Mr. 
Joseph Irons, of Camberwell; but hearing 
one day that a Mr. Wells was preaching a 
doctrine somwehat contrary to the Scriptures 
of truth, he went to hear him one Sabbath 
afternoon, some twenty-three years ago, at 
what was then called the Paragon Chapel, 
Bermondsey New Road, where Mr. Wells 
then preached on the Lord's-day afternoon, 
and where Mr. ,Chivers now preaches. The 
things advanced by Mr. Wells were blessed 
to the soul of Mr. Keeble, end from then till 
now he ha;, regularly attended his ministry. 
Some su. or seven years ago, he w&;1 chosen to 

the honourable office of deo.oon, which he 
fulfilled faithfully, "purchMing unto himself 
a good degree;" which office ho held till hie 
death. 

His pastor, Mr. James Wells, improved the 
solemn event, by o. very excellent sermon, 
which he preached on Sunday ""'ening, tho 
23rd of December, from Psa. xxiii. 41 "Yea., 
though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death I ,viii fear no evil; for thou 
art with me, thy rod and thy staff the,v 
comfort me.'' We understand the sermon 1s 
to be published. 

The spacious chaJ?el was crowded in every 
corner, and the pulpit hung deeply with black 
cloth. 

MRS. GILES, of Netherlegh House, Chester, 
peacefully breathed her last, without a strng
gle or a groan, on the 15th of December, 
aged fifty-seven years. Abundant evidence 
was afforded for years before, and on the bed 
of death, that Ch1ist was the foundation of 
her every hope for salvation ; and her mind 
was kept in perfect peace and hope to the last 
moment, through manifest union to him. 

CONFORMITY TO THE LORD. 

" O, that my ways were direoted to keep thy 
statutes !"-Psa. cxix. 8. 

Mv heart often sighs for yon heaven, 
To gaze on Emanuel'e dear face, 

To sing, that my sins are forgi"'fen, 
Through the riches of sovereign grace; 

To sing that his blood 
Redeemed me to God, 

And set me on high with my Jesus. 

I'm weary of sin and pollution; 
I'm sick of offending my God; 

I'm tired of hell's persecution; 
Faith languishes under its load; 

And the world'• tainted breath 
Blasts my comforts to death, 

And stands between me and my Jesus. 

I look on thy children uniting, 
And envy their fellowship sweet; 

For I, too, oh God, do delight In 
That Lord whose commandments they keep. 

Lord, for me appear, 
Or ~ure I shall ne'er · 

Go after the steps ofmy Jesus, 

I love thee, my dearest Emanuel I 
My trust is alone in thy blood I 

Yet, halt I to cleave to th' example 
Set down by my sin-bcnring God I 

This poor nature quails, 
And the arch foe assails, 

To draw my feet back from my Jesus. 

Bleat Spirit Eternal, deliver 
My soul from this burthensome fear; 

Draw closer to Jesus than ever; 
O, make every ordinance dear 1 

Give grace, T..01·d, to stand 
In thy ev'ry command! 

My soul would be one with her Jesus, 
AuTnon. OP u A CLOSET COMPANION.'' 

W c must stand away frotn the devil's mark 
if we would not have one of his arrows in 
our side. We mlll't keep out of the whirl of 
temptation, or our heads will soon be dizzy. 
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CALVINISM. 
'f1rn Almighty} foreseeing the tendency of I comes not from God,-is unheavenly in its 
the innate athe1sm·of the human heart, di• origin and tendeth only to perdition. More
rected his apostle to write} "That all Scrip- over, God being the author of scriptme-it 
turn is given by inspiration of God, and is cannot teach contrary doctrine-while it pro
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- pounds a variety of doctrines in detail ; yet 
tion, for instruction in righteousness." Had the whole is an harmonious one-none clash 
not such a passage been written, we can hard- against each other-each have their distinc
ly calculate what would have been the resul- tive connections in one essential whole. God 
t1ve consequences-what heresies and schisms, abhoreth sin and cannot look upon it-yet be
what heterodoxy of sentiment, and confusion fore the mountains were, his delight was with 
of creeds would have desolated the world, the sons of men. It was declared the soul 
human thought is inadequate to estimate. In that sinned that soul should die-yet dies not 
this, as in all God has done, is there infinite the sinner-angels waft thousands to the throne 
mercy and transcend ant wisdom displayed: of our heavenly Father. No man can see God 
He foresaw, and forknew; what feebleness and live, such said God himself, yet his be
there was in man-how weak his faculties- loved Son, our Jesus, said, whoso hath seen 
how diminutive the powers of his intellect, and me, hath seen the Father; again it is said 
how unable to meet the assaults of the great "Nothing that is unclean shall inherit th; 
adversary-he knew, that if in revealing his kingdom of God-yet God looked down from 
will-if, with that oracle of his word, he per- heaven upon the children of men, and they 
mitted ought that was tinged by creatureship were altogether gone ont of the way there 
or emanated from man, to be united there- W'.'-S none which did good, no not on'e-and 
with, and become the textuary or base of doo- still heaven is the habitation of a countless 
trine, or for instruction or edification, bow in- throng, as the sands of the sea shore, number
st~ntly such circumstance would have _been les~, .Agai~, it is said1 "Curs~d is every one 
laid hold of by man, to doubt the authority of which continuetb not lll all thm<>s written in 
the whole, b)' the unwitnessed and unattest- the book of the law to do them ;7, and yet it 
ted fact, of which was God's and which was also says, "By the deeds of the law shall no 
man's-therefore i_nfinite wisdo~ and unfa- man b? justifi1;d ;". and so might we multiply 
thomable mercy, did our God display, when quotations ad infinitum, to shew that to arrive 
in revealin~ his will th:ough the l!gency of at truth and discover the meaning of passages, 
man, and him only as blS amanuensIS-be for we must not take them e31parte but receive 
ever (through dignifying him, as a medium) them as an whole, knowing that apparent 
shut him out from all participation of that contradictory passages, such as we have 
word:and will-be placed it beyond tb_e breat:11 quoted, require otbe_rs, the light from which 
of doubt when be declared "All Scnpture 1s shews that there exists a beautiful harmony 
by inspiration ~f God," This is enough for us in th_e body. And though the Alpha of a 
-do we doubt 1t? Then we rank ourselves on doctrme or a truth be taught in Genesis we 
the side of the foeman at once. .As it is, we will not call it less glorious, less divin; or 
must receive scripture as a whole or not at less oomJJlete, because its Omega be in R~ve
all. Almighty wisdom bas chained us to this lation. It is in the Bible; it came from Go.J. • 
alternative-it will .not permit us to say this that is enough for us. "Al] Scripture i; 
passage was inspii'ed, and that was not-this given by inspii'ation of God·" and cannot 
came from God, and that from man-this as clash against itself, ' 
the authority of the King, that of the subject, Let an hundred men strive to sever it in an 
For such to have been our condition-the on- hundred shreds, and weave therefrom an hun
ly standard of revelation, would have been drcd doctrines ; we say "To the Word and 
ll;1an's own darkened mind, and cloudy percep- to t!ie te~timony" let u; go; and if they and 
ti.o~s-and each then would have stamped as therrs will not come with us, it is because 
d:vine, thos~ parts only apl(arently harmo- they have wove that which is human ,vith 
11:1zmg most m accordance with the concep- theirs, and the truth is not in them. 
hons of his prejudices. But since God him- But beyond all, is it of iufinite value to 
~elf )tas_declared,. ".All Scripture. is given by kno~ t~e truth-though Scripture is truth, 
msp1rat10n," be 1t ours,· to fall m prostrated as God 1s truth; yet does not God reveal him
ho,uage and worshipping adoration, at a mer- self. to all ; so neither does he reveal his 
cy so great-a gift so precious-and at the Sonpture to all, and as by innate nature no 
bestowal of so costly a treasure. man can find out the "Almighty to perfec-

_Sucb aro the spontaneous tho~ghts, which tion," so nei_ther can he fi!'-d out his Scripturo 
nnse upon the threshold of a subJect, at once unto perfection. To do either-however im
pregnant with interests-full of consolation,· perfectly, or in part-is of God, who <>iveth 
as well as vital in its consequences .. Scrip- "acc~ruing to the good pleasure of his ~ill." 
turo, as the revealed mind of God-bemg the llfoy it be our blessed privileoe as it is our 
basis of all true doctrine, must be its first ovi- ferront prayer, to be led into t~u'th while en
dcnc~ as well as its lust npp~al-and ought of deuvorinll' to point to where the so~rce of its 
~octnne, creed, or faith winch cunnot bnng beauty lies, uud from whence much of its 
It ns the one, and rests not on it as the other, glory Li rudiated; and may also all who pro. 

VoL. XIL-No. 133. c 
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fess to lo,e the truth, be not satisfied, as 
many are with it, as the bold negation of 
error, but rather burn with a fer,oured zeal 
to value it as a positi,e life-springing channel, 
through which flows all that can give happi
ness here and eternal glory hereafter. This 
we pray, in the name and for the sake of 
Jesus; who has said, " Whatsoever ye ask in 
my name, that will I do." John xiv. 13. 

Ha,ing made these prefatory remarks, we 
at once enter upon our subject-viz., that of 
the doctrine of Cahinism. We want to shew 
they are the doctrines of Scripture; that 
they come from God and are of God. Our 
early remarks will be principally on the doc
trine of reprobation, as flowing out of election 
-the crowning glory of God's infinite love. 
Let us, then, begin by observing, that we 
know of no doctrine by man's name. If we 
attach any creature name to any doctrine, it 
is rather from motives of expediency than 
from principle ; only to be understood -
not by way of subscription. If, then, we 
write under such an heading as begins these 
thoughts, we do not wish it to be implied 
that we belie,e that Calm discovered or 
taught any new doctrine, in anything biassed 
by his mind, or crolored by his faculties. On 
the contrary, we maintain and subscribe to 
nothing but Christianit, ; the Christianity of 
the Bible, and the Cbi-istianity of Christ. 
We know no canon but revelation ; and no 
creed but that of the inspired Word. But 
while in principle we call no man lord or mas
ter, (for One is our Head, who is in heaven), 
yet we are willing to be Pauline, so as to be 
understood ; and so ranldng under the banner 
of the sturdy reformer of Geneva, we are 
willing to contend-which we mean by God's 
grace to do-for "the faith once delivered 
to the saints;" and with the Word of God in 
our hands, we do say that Word declares 
God's everlasting love m the particular choice 
of his people ; their calling in time and glori
fication in eternity ; in contradistinction to 
the assertion that God had from all eternity 
thoughts of love unto all the sons of men; 
and that he sent his beloved Son Jesus, who 
died for the chosen, for they had forfeited their 
innocence by the transgression of Adam, and 
became amenable to eternal death thereby; 
that Jeeus dying for all such, the Holy Spirit 
imparts grace sufficient unto them, so as to 
enable them to accept and lay hold of the 
sacrificial benefits arising from the death of 
Christ. 

Our present point is to prove, that God hath 
not elected all to eternal life; nor yet given 
unto all the means of obtaining that eternal 
life. And whether we take the existing con
dition and practical character of mankind 
here on earth, or his ultimate state hereafter, 
either is ample in illustration, for bearing on 
our aubject. By which we mean that man 
does prove in his life, walk and character, the 
truth of no1;1-election, and also that his final 
state attest it. What is the condition of man
!<illd ? '.J'he wo!ld --:ith its peopled crowds, 
its teemmg mynads1 its vllllt populations only 
inhabit it for a few Drief years accumu1lte a 
few small possessions, and e~ound them
selves with friends; gratify their tastes, flat-

tcr their prejudices, and ndminister to the 
dominant biases of their mind•, and then pass 
away and leave it all. The pince which knew 
them knows them no more. They leave a 
blank, which, scarcely have their absence 
made a vacated and solitary spot, than another 
steps in and fills, unknown and uncared for 
by them. The same desires, emotions, affec
tions, and prejudices! in like manner, actuate 
their lives also, unti they in turn also pass 
away too. 

This is the common lot and heritage of all : 
death is the doom passed upon all. All men 
know it : every child learns it as soon as con
sciousness dawns : it is the confessed fact, 
written on the brow of every creature : the 
passing wind breathes it ; the lightning 
flashes it; it is spoken in the thunder, and 
spelt in the waves. All nature is its alpha
bet, and all creation its response. 

But ,yet, though death surrollilds us, and 
our latter end is preached from every quarter 
-though man feels it, is certain of it1 1s con
scious that, in a few years, he too will sleep 
the long sleep of death, how does he act the 
teaching lesson of his innate consciousness ? 
How does he apyly his heart to wisdom? 
Does he profit by 1t? As his days draw out1 
and his term wears out, is he the more fittea 
in the desires of his heart, in the sympathies 
of his soul, to enjoy the bliss, and realise the 
glories of that hereafter condition of perfect 
peace and happiness? Nay, it is not so, 
Despite the thousand. lessons, the myriad
tongued voice of warning that meet him at 
every point, he learns not from the one, and 
sets at nought the other. He chooses rather 
to float on the rippling tide of pleasure, down 
the glassy stream of earthly joy and sensual 
gratification, so long as the ocean into which 
that stream rushes, is far, far beyond the ken 
of eye. So long as it is unvisioned by its dis
tance, heedlessly will they float, and joyously 
sail. If you tell them of their danger, speak 
to them of the future, "they will have none 
of your counsel." They consider the pleasures 
of the to-day more worthy of thought than 
the realities of the to-morrow. Herein is 
folly; folly which is bound np in -all; all 
which thoughts are of " the earth, earthy." 

This unvarnished picture of the condition 
of mankind attests his general and complete 
depravity and fall. It speaks in unequivocal 
language, with noon-day light, the appalling 
truth that man is altogether become corrupt ; 
that his desires are vitiated; his tW!tes de
praved; his mind darkened ; his faculties1 
all he is and has, sunken aria degraded ; " anCl 
in him dwelleth no good thing." 

Arrived at this point-the fallen state of 
mankind by natme1 from a survey of his ex
isting condition, nom his life, walk and 
character, we are now prepared to take ano
ther step, and endeavor to realise his ultima~e 
destin,r; and though we have not brought lil 
the aid of revelation, to shew his present 
existing condition here - such being ap· 
parent to all, even to the sceptic and unbe• 
liever - yet must we have resort to that 
blessed Word, as a testimony of evidence for 
what we are now about to adduce; for wo 
desire above all things to make plain ever Y 
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inch of our ground. Though tho lantern of 
tho human diffuses somo light, ye_t there. is 
nothing like tho lantern of the D1vme to dis• 
sipate darkness, whose beams ever shed celes
tial light. 

thoughtless of hereafter, so sensual, so debas· 
ed, so feeble, so earthly and time serving ' 
Why shall his destiny be the "darkness of 
blackness for ever," where there is weeping, 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth? Is he re
sponsible for all these sins, all this negligence, 
all this depravity? In short, is he responsible 
for his condition here, and his destiny here
after? For on this hangs the whole question 
-this is the centre of all that has ever been 
said or written upon the su_bject from the days 
of Augustine to our own. We freely and fear
lessly admit that darkness surrounds the sub
ject, that it is curtained in mystery, and can
opied by secrecy; ret, nevertheless, revela
tion pours much light on it. Undoubtedly 
man is a responsible being-otherwise, his 
being1 as he is, the subject of punishmen_t, 
would be an injustice-he is a free agent ~ 
some points, or criminality co1;1ld not_ be l~1d 
to his charge: he has conscience m him 
sufficient to make him amenable to the law, 
otherwise the justice of God could not be 
vindicated in punishing him for the violation 
of that law. But then the position of man is 
double-while, on the one hand he is a re
sponsible being, he is also, on the other hand, 
an irresponsible being; while a free agent, 
yet he hath not power to lift up his hand to 
heaven, or his thoughts to the Most High. In 
all things he is sustained by infinite power, 
and upheld by merciful interposition: he has 
not innate strength in himseff to perform the 
feeblest act; all which he has is derived from 
the Giver of every good and perfect gift. An
alogy bears out this: he cannot control the 
circumstances of his birth. his being, or his 
condition-inheriting a fallen condition by 
federal relation to Adam, he had no control 
thereon; God's justice could not, therefore, 
reprobate him for any such; no man is 
eternally shut out from God's presence, and 
doomed to eternal perdition on account of s~ 
which are not his own: such is neither scnp
ture or reason, and if any man says that •~eh 
is Calv~m, we :eply1 th:<t it is the Calvm
ism of his own rmagmation-the perverted 
doctrine of a misunderstood and much abused 
creed. Christianity teaches, and teaches ab
solutely and clearly, that hell will be peopled 
by the guilty, be inhabited by the workers of 
iniquity-mark these words, " workers of 
iniquity," implying that it is those who have 
been the individual, identical workers of sm, 
they who have pampered to their lust, culti
vated a depraved nature, an~ fostered debased 
habits in the face of warnmgs and the ad
monition of conscience ; these are the sinne':'9 
who are the workers of iniquity, to such 1s 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. 
It no where says in Scripture, that men are 
eternally doomed _for a mother's sin, or_ a 
father's vice-but 1tdoessay, "the soulwh1ch 
sinneth IT shall die." It does say, "every 
man shall be judged according to his works." 
It does say, that "every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give account thereof at 
the day of judgment; for by thy words shalt 
thou be justified, and by thy words shalt thou 
be condemned.'' 

Then to the Word and to the testimony, as 
nn unerring guide, do we resort, to learn what 
will be the condition of the world's destiny 
hereafter. Revelation speaketh thus-" And 
death and hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them: and they were judged every 
man according to his works ; and death and 
hell were cast into the lake of .fore." Rev. 
xx. 13, 14. "Then shall he say unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from me, ye curse1, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels." Matt. xxv. 41. "The rich 
man also died and was buried ; and in hell he 
lift up his eyes, being in torment." Luke 
xvi. 22, 23. " The Son of Man shall send 
forth his angels; and they shall gather out of 
his kingdom all things that offend, and them 
which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire : there shalf .. be wailing and 
gn,asking of teeth.'' Matt. xm. 41, 42 .• And 
they shall go forth and look upon the carcases 
of the men that have transgressed against 
me · for their worm shall not die, neither 
shah their fire be quenched; and they shall 
be an abhorring unto all flesh." Isa. lxv. 6. 
"Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to destruction, and many there 
be which go therein." _ Matt. vii. 13. "And 
he opened the bottomless pit, and there arose 
a great smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of 
a great furnace-and the sun and the air was 
darkened by reason of ~he smoke of the pit.'.' 
Rev. ix. 3. "Wandermg stars, to whom 1s 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.'' 
Jude 13. " If any man worship the beast and 
his image, and receive his mai·k in his fore
head1 the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wratn of God, which is poured out without 
mixture into the cup of his indignation, and 
he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone, 
in the presence of the holy angels and in the 
presence of the Lamb; and the smoke of their 
torment ascended up for ever and ever, and 
they have no rest day nor night." Rev. xiv. 
9-11. "Bind him hand and foot, and take 
him away, and cast him into outer darkness, 
there shall be weeping and gnashingof_teetb/' 
Matt. xxii. 13. Such are the testimomal 
evidence of inspiration on the ultimate destiny 
of apostate man ; the bare realities of an hell 
of intence penal infliction, infinite agony and 
unmitigated suffering, portrayed in living 
words on the inspired page, would be enough 
to rack the strongest mind, and palsy the 
most powerful heart. The fear of enduring 
pain so exquisite, torments so intense, and 
despair so poi,mant, would be enough to de
stroy reason °and annihilate understanding. 
But it is not so. Man sentinels the avenues 
of time, that eternity shall not vision itself ~o 
his mind, or disturb his thoughts. He culti
vates the solicitudes of earth, chaunts her 
gl_o:y, and sings hosann~s to her pr~e ; 
While eternity mantling itself around him, 
has not a thought, an anxiety, or a care. This is the only Scriptural doctrine _of re

so probation, and it is clearly a reprobation of l!But whence is this ? Why is man 
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e1 'l ,rnrks. It is not a reprobation of individ- tho wicked; but if there were no wicked, it is 
uals--abstrnct<'dly considered. clear there would have been no neceesity for 

Also, yet further, it is again s1tid, "That law, l\s indeed there would not have been. 
th,• wage• of sin is death;" clearly inferring, But sin being in the worlcl, mnn having 
th,11 death or eternal damnation is the allotted derived cont,unination therefrom, pollution 
punishment-the merited and deserved award having passed on the whole spccice, he is 
of ,in. That the sinner is being punished for unable to perform ought which is perfect, 
his s:ns, is but receiring the remunerative right or good in an essential sense; his beet 
award thereof; which is the idea brought out works, works of duty and conscience, aro 
b, the term "wages;" 11 correlati.e receipt marred and stained by a sinful and a lapsed 
for a eorresponding labour or deed. Had God and fallen condition of being; hence he is 
hnce reprobated the sinner apart from his sins, unable to perform absolute good. Goel does 
he would inrleed_ l)•»e_ had cause !o _upbraid not demand thatlfrom\him, knowin!( he can
Ins l\faker ,nth mJustlce and partiality; but not render it. And when Christ said to his 
when he stands charge,l with crime-as on disciples, "Be ye perfect, even as your Father 
him, the_ guilt of_ sm_-he cannot but con~ess in heaven is perfect," he never intended to 
that pumshment 1s his re,.-ard, _and damnat10n I teach that they should be absolutely as perfect 
the just sentence of outraged nrtue. as God himself was: this were impossible. 

But if it be_ obje_cted tha~ _even this view Relative perfection is what is meant; perfec
makes God unJust, m not gwmg. ~o. all men I tion as commensurate as the condition (fallen 
the means of repentance, and faciht1es of es- as it is) of man wuuld permit: this is taught 
cape from the wrath to come, as to those who all through Scripture (men gather not figs 
are intended in the co~enant of _elccti<:>n-we from a thistle, nor does a corrupt fountain 
answer, all men are given sufficient hght to send forth pure water) : this is all the require
know right from wrong_; all men have a sense ment of God from ,the~unregenerate, accord
of duty; all are cogmsant of the demrmds ing to their abilities and talents does God 
which ,irtue and right have upon them: demand of them-" ,vhere much is given 
even heathens have such-(sce &m. ii. 14, 15), much is required:" he that bath one talent, 
Conscience is implanted in them for this pur- of him is required one talent; he that hath 
pose; it is the monarch faculty of the mind, two, of him is required two, and so forth. 
"•bich sits in judgment on what is right and The unregenerate inheriting a sinful nature, a 
what is wrong. Its privilege is as lofty as its natw·e by which they never can by any pas
responsibility is gra,.e. If it sever from its sibility perform absolute~ good works, works 
instincti-re functions, and permit the mind to pleasing to God, or that can or shall effect 
oin, that is often for punishment and retribu- tlieir eternal salvation: hence they are not 
tion. God has implanted sufficient light in condemned, for this their incapacity-for not 
man for him to judge what is his duty, and to being saved-,-for inheriting such a nature; 
enable him to do it. But if he choose the b}!-t for not ~utting out the one talent corn
paths of open sin, to walk therein, do not let mitted to theu charge to usury, and rendering 
him be so mean or ungenerous as to charge the due that as a natural subject they owed to 
God with his sin, or say it was his fault to per- their Lord. Here, then, is responsibility and 
mi: these paths to be there at all, or to have irresponsibility. If any man doubts it, let 
all cLrements, whereby he might be tempted. him read Scripture; and, if guided by the 
R1<t l.ter let him speak the honest dictates of Spirit, he will see it marked on every page. 
eonscience, and lay the charge to himself. True and scriptural, which is the only real 
Man is resporn,ible fur sin! Scripture teaches Calvinism, knows nothing of that cold and 
it; reason attests it, and God declares it. heartless dogma, that God reprobated man 
But while accountability is theJaw of his being, abstractedly. He reprobated sin; and if 
and the canon of his existence in reference to men are clothed in sin-if wilful sin become 
• n, and acting guilt pertaining to the individ- part of their ·nature, and as punished will be 
ual .yet, in reference to that sinful condition their sins, they also must necessarily be pun• 
by iul,erent relationship and generic associa- ished with them, they having become part 
tiun to A.dam-that fallen, lapsed, and pecca- aud parcel of their very being. If a man 
ble nature; all men receive and are born into steeps his clothes in inflammable matter and 
the world in, in no way is man eternally res- then fastens them on him so as to be unable 
ponsible for. Had he no such nature, perfec- to take them off', it is a law of sequence, that 
tion of works must necessarily be the result of should they become ignited, he also must 
perfecLion of being-inasmuch as a perfect perish with them. · · 
being must produce perfect works. And Depend upon it, God's justice is only main
thence, he would have had no need of a Sav- tained and his equity vindicated, by this 
iour, an atonement or a just.iJication; which scriptural view of the reprobation of sin. 
would have impugned the Office-character, of God hates nothing which he has made; but 
SecOiid Person of the ever-blessed and Holy sin being his opposite, and he not being the 
Tl'inity. "Nor does that text, "By the author of it, he can, as he does, hate it, with 
works of the law shall no llesh living be justi- an infinite and eternal hatred: while it is 
fied," at all militate against this view ; and quite true, that God in his sovereignty bas 
tl,at hecause no law would ever have been not chose or seen fit to exonerate all men from 
ftiYe □, seeing no sin _e1tu;ted. Restraining law the effects of sin by Christ becoming their sub
]B au ,,d_,unct "-'!soc,ated only with guilt, and stitute, or by electing thorn to be among t~at 
~e 11nt 11~c.ns~ar,v 1n a ~tEJ.te of in~ocence, being glorious nll!11-ber, called," a remna~t o.crurd1n~ 
iuconuptiule therew,U,. Law 18 a teuor to to the election of graoe; ' "a peculiar people; 
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"veeeole of honer," and eo forth. H was the kingdom they come, and are very, very hum
!'ight of God to choose who he would; and in , hie; and to work they go, gathering in all 
electing eome sinners, so long as he punished ' the grapes they can; and some of these 
their sins, he was just, 'l'his he <lid in the gather the promises very fast, and soon pos
Person of hie dear Son, It was also equally sese them all, and make them all their own. 
just of him to leave the others to work out No doubting; no fearing; no calling in ques
their own reprobation. That reprobation, tion but that they are gathering the right 
based on theu, own responsibility of action; grapes at the right time, and in the right way. 
God not requiring or demanding perfection of Such is the character of the mere natural 
works from them. man, when he comes into a profession of the 

Divine justice is .manifested in Divine eave- religion, and yet turns the gospel into a land 
roi,nty: Ood is \:lorified as much in the pun- of legnl bondage and conditional rewards. 
is~ent of the wicked, and the reprobation of But here is another order of people stanrling 
ain as he is in the reward of the righteous, , idle, out of whom satan is cast; for when 
and glorification of the elect. God, as a Sove-1 satan goes out, he takes the key with him ; 
reign, had a right to make man as he pleased. , but when he is cast out, the Lord himself 
So long as man is only punished for his sins, I takes possession of the heart, with, "My son, 
the non-elect cannot charge God with their give me thine heart." Satan went out of Ju
damnation, inasmuch as justice and sove- das, and then Judas wanted religious employ
reignty' are the correlative attributes of Je- ment, and he found that employment; but 
hovah. satan still had the key of his heart, and there-

God willing, we shall a\:ain revert to this fore at the suited time could and did re-enter 
much misunderstood doctrme of reprobation, the heart· of Judas, and thus drive him on to 
and endeavor to shew the fallacy and hollow- deeds which should hasten his destruction; 
ness of the objections to it, and then devote a out of Peter's heart satan was cast, and there
page or two to that ever-glorious and eternally fore could not get back again into his old po_s-
blessed doctrine of unconditional election. session, though he did all he could towards 1t. 

Jan. 17, 1856. A STRIPLIN&, He threw some of his heaviest artillery at Peter, 
and Peter staggered and fell; but a fall is not; 

EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS. a surrender, although it certainly is the be
ginning of a surrender; and so Peter be_gan to 

:i;.ET'l'BR XX, anathemat.ize and to swear; but a look from 
the Saviour frowned satan away, brought 

My:good Theophilus, I will now try to prove Peter again to his feet, the Saviour still re
to you that many of the expostulations and taining possession of Peter's heart. And 
~xhortations . of the . ~Vo~4 of Truth are upon this point rested the question, "Simon, 
founded, not m any ability m the natural man son of Jonas lovest thou me?" And tha 
to do that which i,; spiritual, but are founded truth of the i:nswer laid in the truth of the 
on the profession t~ey make of the na':"e. of Saviour still possessing Pcter's heart. 
the Lord.. And ~his I do from the C?nv1et10n So here, in this second order, the Lord said, 
that you ru·e. seeking for .. heayenly w1:1dom, _as "Go, work in my vineyard, and whatsoever 
the bes I of sil_ver, and. searching l~r 1t as for I is right, I will give you." And now comes 
~be best of Ind t~eas~es. (Prov. n. 4),. And the test to which these two orders of workmen 
ll ~e wish to be right 111 matters pertOJ.Ilmg to are to be put. The labourers are called to re
th1• life, ~ow much more ma,r we seek the ceive their hire, beginning with the last, and 
good and right way of et~rnal Jµ'e P And we ending with the first. Now when the first; 
know that a wrong p_os1t1on m one respect, saw how liberally those who came last into the 
may make us w!ong 111 all t?e rest; and _I vineyard were dealt with, they began to think 
shall presently give _you proof of this.. It 1s they ought to receive more; for if those who 
the wisdom of the wIBe to understand hIB way; have done ne:d to nothin~ are to have a 
and if we huve any grace _in our hearts, we whole day's pay, and thus 0 to be dealt with 
•h!'}l be concerned to g~ow 111 t~at grace. not according to the time and amount of their 

Now the (dispensational) kmgdom of hea- work but accordin~ to their need· and ac
ven is like unto a man that is an householder, cord;;,~ to the nat,;e and willincr-b;nrteclnes• 
which we~t out _earl_y in the morning to hire of their work, then what are these all-day 
laboure1·s mto his vmeyard, (Matt. xx.), and workin~ formal steady-~oing workmen to 
finding men standing idle." Now, take co.re- have? 0 'why of course,';. great deal mora 
ful notice of this-they were standing idle than these c~me-late people. Such were 
(ver~e 3)-that is, having nothing to do. '.l.'hey their tlwu9hts; but such were not the 
professed to want employment. Here, then, thoughts of the householder. No: the Lo...I's 
nre people professedly tired of the world. thoughts stnnd thus: "Let the wicked forsake 
'.l.'hey have left off working for satnn, and they his way." That is, the wicked shnll forsake 
now wish to work for Gou. llut they are us his way. Let, is God's iruperative mood; and 
yet standing idlo; the unclean spirit is gone is founded in mediation and purpose eternal, 
out of them; but the Word of God has not and in power almighty. The sins of nil sucb. 
let taken hold of them: they are standing were laid upon the Saviour, and he has borne 
idle. By-nncl-byo the \Vord_comes along and them away; so that every legal impediment 
takes hold of them, and duects them to a being removed, God's command puts down all 
free-grace vineyard, nnd assures them that rule; and all authority against the siuncr; 
the;v shull bo daily supported: they shnll have so that to all the broken principalities of sin, 
the1i penny a-day. Well, into the (outward) death and hell, God aays, "Let the silrn~ 
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forsake his wa~ ; ., " Let there be light, e.nd I is hardly any end to the vexation-for o.fter 
there is light.' And to set a poor, self- treating us most shamofull,r, puts to us 
condemned sinner free to come, God says- another most offensive question, a question 
"Let the wicked forsake ms way, nnd the un- wmch insinuntes that our eye sight is not 
righteous man his thoughts; and let him exactly clear, thnt we have dise11Bed oyes, ns 
return unto the Lord, and he will have m.e,·cy. though he would say to us, "all looks yellow 
He will abundantly pardon.'' Now, these all- to the jaundiced eye;" and insinuates not only 
day labourers had not forsaken their thoughts ; that we have in our eyes a disease called e,ivy, 
they had forsaken their way, but they had not but to make the question the more ngg1'Bvat
forsaken their tJ,au9llts ; they think no better ing, he Mks, " Is thine eye evil because I o.m 
in renlity of the householder now than they good?" Good indeed I! to pass by o.lJ om• 
did before they became ms servants; so good works, and give us only a shabby penny 
that while here was an outward change, just enough to Jive by, and hardly that, Good 
here was no real heart-change: no ; but mdeed ! I if this is goodness, then no more of 
they went on, supposing that the longer such a vineyard for us; no, we will go where 
they were at t~eir formalities, the more our g_ood works will be :ewarde_d; talk, indeed, 
they should receive ; " supposed they should of this householder havmg pumshed Leviathan 
recei.c more;'' so that they did not un- the piercing serpent, even Leviathan thecrook
derstand that the reward was of grace ; but ed serpent, and slain the dragon that is in the 
even undertook to ~ke t~e ~o:,ise~older to sea. ?"o.lk of singing indeed, of a vineyard of 
task, and charged mm with mJustice ; they red wme, and that the householder waters it 
murmured against the good man of the house ever,r moment, and lest any hurt it, he keeps 
because the last were made equal unto them. it mght and day, Who would even go to 
They, of course, were for degrees in glory- work in such a vineyard as this, much less 
they had no notion of a dying tmef being made sing of it? To see how hard we have w01·ked, 
equal to a man of long and pious life; and yet and these one-hour nothings made equal to us 
they had as much as tbey agreed upon; they -is not this enough to vex us? We know it 
were very humble at first, and agreed for a is unchristian to be angry ; but then we are 
penny a day-that is, just enough to keep angry and sin not, because it is right we 
them, so that if their needs were supplied they should be angry against this dreadful doctrine 
would be content-this was their first agree- of, "is it not lawful to do what I will with mine 
ment, and therefore the householder answered own ?" And we are angry also at the most 
one of them-I suppose that one was the par- offensive question put to us, "Is thine eye 
son who represented the rest-the householder evil because I am good P" And not only so, 
then amwered this one, and said, " Friend, I but this question was put us in the hearing of 
do thee no wrong, didst not thou agree with these one-hour do notliings. It is true we did 
me for a penny ? take that thine is and go thy out of curiosity just get near enough to them to 
way, I will give unto this IIIBt even as unto see what these one-hour do-nothings received, 
thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I and that gave them tms advantage over us, that 
will with mine own ? Is thine eye evil be- they heard what was said unto us, and this 
cause I nm good ?" was to us unfortunate, and rather vexatious; 

Now, of course, these good-works men would and, no doubt, these one-hour do-nothings 
no longer work for such a master as this, for will chuckle about it finely, and run away 
he does not encourage 900d works, and he does telling about its being lawful for the house
what he will with his own-not what we will, holder to do what he will; also blab it out 
but what he will, giving to every man sever- that our eye was evil because the householder 
ally as he will; working all things after the was good, and thus try to make out that w• 
counsel of his will, and having mercy on whom do not love the Jaws of truth, whereas it is 
he will, and even hardening whom he will, their dreadful doctrine of "it is lawful to do 
and is even now vexing us, and provoking us, what he will with ms own," or their not liking 
and so makingus murmur against mm, making good works, that we are put out about. It is 
us hate mm, hardening us against mm by this true, most of these one-hour do-notmngs are 
Texatious doctrine, that it is lawful for mm to unlearned and ignorant men, and while we 
<lo what he will with his own; and the prophet reject their dangerous doctrines, we neverthe
Isaiah says, it shall be a vexation only to less pity their ignorance; but they are not all 
understand the report ; and if it be a vexation either ignorant or unlearned, for there are 
to understand how it is lawful to do what he some men among them who are, in all other 
will with his own, what must it be to agree to respects, very sensible, learned, and well
such a dreadful doctrine? "Lawful to do what informed men: these ought to know better 
he will with his own!" Why it is enough to than encourage any one to go into such a 
drive piety and good works out of the world. vineyard, much less to get svnging about it. 
All tb.e blessed day have we worked, and Lawful for me to do what I will with 7/1!I 
now these eleventh hour do-notmngs are made own. Only think of it, and then to call that 
equal unto us, and in the face of all our won- an evil eye that cannot see what they ea.II the 
derful _works, tell us it is lawful to do what he beauty and excellency of such a doctrine! 
will with his own, as though it was not enough But, still, most of these one-hour do-next-to• 
to shock our piety to the very centre, to see nothings are unlearned and ignorant men, 
these one-hour nothings made equal unto us: and you may soon percoivo what .vine
bo_w then can we work for such a master as yard they belong to; they will take co.ro they 
tlus ?_ Why to have an:i: love to such a master I will not be where thore is much to do. , No, 
1s qUite out of the question; and, indeed, there : no. Hence nothing suits them so well as th• 
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vineyard where t-he householder him.self waters 
it every moment, and keeps it night and day, 
Yes, indeed, they may well aing when every• 
tlting is clone for tl.tem, and they get a penny 
"clay for just nothing. 

But we will leave them and their tyrannical 
doctrines ; we will go into the vineyard let out 
to husbandmen, where the householder simply 
gathers out the stones, makes a hedge, and 
builds.a tower, and leaves the husbandmen to 
do the rest. It is true, this vineyard let out 
to husbandmen did of old bring forth wild 
grapes, but that was their fault; we have 
more light than they had, they did not so well 
understand the cultivation of the vine ; and 
there we shall be rewarded properly, and rise 
in the ultimate reward to deserved and well
earned dignity." So spoke the all-day labour. 
ers; but the other order oflabourers were well 
content with their wages. 

Now, my good Theophilus, call to mind, or 
look back at what I have said at the begin
ning of .this letter : namely, that being wrong 
in one thing, may be the cause of our being 
wrong in everything. Here then, in the case 
of these murmurers, you have a striking and 
solemn instance of this; you see these mur
murers stumbled at the sovereignty of the 
householder; now, mind these were standing 
idle in the market place; they professed to 
want employment; they go to work upon 
terms to which they express no objection; 
they, therefore, became the professed servants 
of the householder, and it was in this relation 
to him that he expostulated with them. Just 
so, when men take up a profession of religion 
-they are called upon by the word of God to 
make good that profession, and when it comes 
to pass that such cannot endure sound doc
trine, they do thereby shew what they are. 
So with these murmurers : the householder, no 
doubt, saw what kind of workmen they were, 
and that while they were the first to make a 
profession, and the first to come into the vine
yard, they were the last to have any real res
pect unto the householder. While the others, 
by the very manner of their working, plainly 
said, " we love our master ;" and this the mas
ter knew ; he would, therefore, part with the 
one, while he would take the other to be his 
permanant servants : and thus as these mur
murers were professedly wishing to be religious 
to have religious employment ; so on the 
ground of this, their expressed wish, they were 
called to try their hand; aye, and heart too ; 
but they proved to be nought, and so proved 
that their faith was not the faith of God's 
elect ; while the others worked not from a 
legal spirit, but in the spirit of the faith of 
God's elect. Thus it is, that the first became 
last; and thus it is, that " Many are called but 
few are chosen;" so that among the multitudes 
of professors you must not be surprised if 
you find the chosen flock to be but 

A LITTLE ONE, 

To so.y of a m,m that his own children 
Won't believe him, is to defame him to the 
utmo•t-and shall God's dear children, by un
belief, throw such foul dishonour on their 
Heavenly Father's name P 

OUR FATHER'S BOOK; 
o:a, 

I< THE IIE8T BOOK BETTINO ASIDE THE FALSE 
BOOK." 

LORD STRATFORD DE REDCLIFPE once said, 
this is what the Bible is fast doing; and it 
is a fact in which we rejoice with gratitude 
and great delight. We believe the WORD 
OF Goo is the instrument, while the Spirit 
of God is the essential power, by which the 
kingdoms of darkness will be overturned, and 
the ransomed of the Lord brought home to 
the kingdoms of grace and glory. These im
pressions have been deepened on reading the 
specimen nnmber of a new publication, by 
Samnel Bagster and Sons, entitled, " The 
Book and its Missions, Past and Present." 
For the information this work appears likely 
to furnish, we can heartily recommend it to 
our readers ; and in order to justify such a 
recommendation, we qnote a passage from one 
of the most interesting branches of its con
tents. These quotations will give such of 
our readers as are not extensively read, a 
little acquaintance with the deplorable con
dition of millions of our race ; it will also set 
before them an example or two of great 
perseverance in carrying THE BmLE into the 
very haunts of darkness and superstition ; 
and of putting it into the hands of some 
of the most miserable of men. May these 
details, by the blessing of God, stimulate 
us all to more devotedness and earnestness 
in the diffusion of that gospel which is the 
power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth. Many of our esteemed breth
ren in the ministry, and private Christia;is 
who· have time, might, we think, copy a 
good lesson or two from the following ex
tracts taken out of the diary of a Colporteur 
in Suabia. He says-

" In my journey through the Black Forest, 
I ea.me to a district where great ignorD.Ilce 
prevailed. One evening, I held a meeting in 
a village, to which all tbe inhabitants were 
invited. An hour before the appointed time, 
a number of young people came throngin~ 
about me while I was writing my journe.l, ana 
gazed at me as if I had been a wild beast. 
At length I laid aside my journal, in order to 
talk to them, and o.sked how they employed 
their leisure time, particularly on Sundays. 
They told me they had notllll;'g to do.. This 
grieved me, and set me try1I1g to think of 
some employment for their minds. It then 
occurred to me that a Christian lady had once 
told me, that if ever I came to a place where 
the Word of God was scarce, but where there 
would be a willingness to receive it, she would 
afford the supply. I asked the young people 
if they had any Testaments at home ; nud 
finding they had not, made the following pro
posal :-That to anyone who would commit to 
memory the Epistle to the Ephesians, in the 
course of a few months, I would give a N cw 
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T<'st.nment; at the eame time shewing them a fifteen to repeat the Epistle in ohorue, whfoh 
•mnll copy. '.l'his excited great admiration, was doue correctly by the greater number, 
for they had never before seen n pocket Testa- It required two evenings to hear them nll. 
tnent,, They were then told, that whoever On each occasion we commenced by prayer, 
was disposed to earn such an one, might gi,-e and by reading and endeavouring to explain 
in bis name atter the meeting. I heard them a port.ion of the Scriptures, which induced the 
whispering t-o each other, ' I shall learn it;' younll' people to ask me to hold a similar 
' So will I;' &c.; and, in the course of a few !"cetmi, especially for them; this I accord. 
minutes, e,-ery one (there were fifty-seven pre- mgly did on the following day. They were 
eent), undertook the task. very attentive, and so much moved that some-

" A similar compact was formed at several times a general sob was audible, and I had to 
other places I Yisitcd on the same journey, raise my voice in order to be heard. At the 
and the number of learners became so large, conclusion1 they agreed to learn another Epis
that I feared the experiment might cost more tle, and sixty others joined the hundred and 
than my friend was prepared for. It was, forty-four; so that nearly all the unmarried 
therefore, with some hesitation, that I in- young people were now leaming from the 
formed her, when we next met, of the engage- New Testament. Those who did not learn, 
ment I had made: but she was delighted with were rather looked down upon as people who 
the scheme, and gave me a commission to did not care for good things. '.l'he parents 
purchase as many books as I needed, promis- told me that the children were often repeat
ing to supply me "ith more, if I should re- ing the Epistle to each other when they woke 
quire them, for the same object. This filled in the morning, and bafore going to sleep at 
my heart with joy, for the plan could now be night; and that they met together to teach 
continued. I had long wished to do something each other on Sundays; that in the spinning
t-0 benefit the young, but had not hitherto dis- rooms, where formerly all sorts of evil were 
covered a way. practised, the spare time of the young is now 

" In the course of a few months I revisited occupied in committing a po1·tion of the New 
my learning societies, to see if those good Testament to memory. Many have, through 
resolutions had been kept and found with no these means, come to the knowledg·e of the 
little gratification, that 'not only had the ! S3:v:\onr, and have renounced the world, per
Epistle to the Ephesians been learnt but in , ce1vmg that the love of God and love of the 
some instances another besides. After 'bearing: world cannot exist together." 
it repeated, I asked if they ~ould not now I No genuine Christian who loves his Bible -
learn somethmg else, though without any fur- . . . ' 
thcr reward-and they immediately agreed to · (the Spmt of God havmg, by that word, led 
do so. Encouraged by this success, I tried to , him into a saving knowledge of the Truth-) 
f~rm similar societies in other places. At one : will ever lightly esteem a work of this 
nllage I regretted to see only grown-up pea- i kind th f distin t · bi 
ple at the meeting, and asked the parents ;- . ere are our , c serv~ce~ e 
where were their children? They replied that features m Messrs. Bagster s new per10dical, 
they did not care to hear about the W urd of entitled " The Book, and its Missions." 
God. Well, then, said I, give them a kind First-it commences a beautiful history of 
message from me, and ask them if they would 1 • • 

not like to earn a New Testament, by learn- 1 the miraculous preservation and_ progress of 
ing the Epistle to the Ephesians by heart? the Word of God :-Secondly-it shews us 
They must be between the ag~s of fourteen I the condition of those people, and the extent 
and forty : I exclude school-children, because of those desolate lands where the Bible has 
they have enough to learn at school. Let all . . ' . . 
who like to undertake the task come to me to- not yet thrown its bght and exerted its m-
morrow morning. They promised to their fluence :-Thirdly-most pleasing and truth; 
children, but did not think they would care confirming narratives connected with TnB 
anything about it. The next morning, how- B , M ·M · e 
ever, a hundred and forty-four young people _IBLE s ISBIONB AND ~VEl'•IE.NTB, ar 
of both sexes gave in their names. Afterwards given :-Lastly-the whole 1s written not 
a woman came to me ~th a child of seven only in an evangelical spirit, but with so 
years old, and on ~y asking what she wan~ed, much of first-rate literary talent as to render 
told me that her little boy had been teasmg . 
her all the morning about a Testament, and 1t, to all branche~ of th~ Gospel household'. a 
when she had told him that he was not old source of sound mstruct1on and of substantial 
enough to learn a whole Epistle by heart, he pleasure. 
said, 'Then, mother, lear11 it for me;' so she 
wanted to know if that would do? Certainly, 
I replied-so that the task is learned by some T1rn goat must browse where she is tied; 
one : aud the mother. and child went home and the sinner feed on earth and carnal thing• 
delighted. , • to which he is staked down by his ca~n1Ll 

"l will now speak of some of the blessings heart, until his hopes and tastes are raised 
whidi,lrnve a•,teuded my labours: above this p~ddling world, and his pastu_re en• 

" \\ Leu 1 1 etunied, after a few months, t.o larged. It u; only he who has no hope from a 
th" V1ll<1ee, rclened tu above, we hcl<l a meet- better one, that sharks and prowls to get some 
i11g, wl1ich wu.o alleuded by ail the learners.' of (hi,;, uud at last fall• un Luard upon tho 

.Altkr it was orcr, I ha.d da..s.ses of ten or devil'l:i cheer. 
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THE TRUMPETS WHICH GIVE A CERTAIN SOUND. 

f WE are encouraged to hope that our honor
nbfo brethren in the ministry will, from time 
to time, enable us, (under the above heading,) 
to give a few choice, savory, Christ-exalt,ing, 
and instructing notes from their studies and 
labours. Dear brethren in the ministry-we 
beseech you to think of this ! and when after 
many prayers and deep studies you have 
sought out, and brought forth some precious 
things from the ancient mountains, from the 
lasting hills, and from the deep which coucheth 
beneath, try and gather up a few of the richest 
fragments! that they may be put into an 
"EARTHEN VESSEL." We have watched 
with much grief, the declension which in many 
places doth appear, nn<i the rapid inrolling of 
semi-infidel principles. We defy any man to 
contradict us, when we say-ministers' hearts 
are sad, and their ch,u·ches are weak. What 
shall we do r Pree.eh, publish, and by every 
means proclaim THE TRUTH .. Up with the 
Saviour : His glorious gospel faithfully, ex
perimentally, and constantly declare; and we 
shall not labour in vain.-ED.] 

THE WORLD TO COME. 
NOTES OF A SERMON ON LUKE XX. 35, 36. 

OuR text is part of our Lord's answer to cer
tain of the Sadducees, "which deny that there 
is any resurrection," they therefore stated a 
case of what appeared to them of real diffi. 
culty, forming a powerful argument in sup-. 
port of their views of there being no resurrec
tion nor future state after death. The difficulty 
arose from their supposing that husbands and 
wives must be re-uruted in the world to come, 
and they pr,ofessed not to be able to see how 
one woman could be the wife of seven men. 
In noticing that this objection is triumphantly 
refuted in the reply to which our attention is 
now to be directed, we shall first assume the 
fact that there is a world to come, and •that in 
that world there is-1. Knowledge without 
ignoranee.-2. Truth without error.-3. Im
mortality without change. That in that world 
t!ie righteous are separated from the un
nghteous.-2. Sin from holiness.-3. Happi
ness from misery. This separation must be 
perfect, uninterrupted, and eternal. 

Secondly-We are further herein informed 
that those who shall be accounted worthy to 
obtain, or who are the inhabitants of the 
region of blessedness in that world to come, 
are the childreJ/. of God by-lst. The grace of 
e)ection and adoption. 2ndly. The regenera
tion of the Holy Ghost; and declared to be 
such by being the children of the spiritual 
resurrection in the present '1'1'.0rld, and of the 
resurrection of the dead in Christ, at his com
ing. They are, ncorcover, said to be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world. In what, then, 
does their worthiness consist r N ot-lst. In 
their birth or parentage; 2ndl;r. In their 
moral works; 3r,lly. In their relig10us works; 
4thly. In their o!Jsenanco of rites and core• 

monies; 5thly. In their intellectual attain
ments or gifts; 6thly. Nor yet in their useful
ness and zeal. But-lst. In their election in 
Christ Jesus; 2ndly. Interest in the merits of 
his blood; 3rdly. Possession of his righteotrn
ness, and bein~ made partakers of the quick
ening, sanctifymg, and saving influences of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Thirdly-Wherein their happiness consists, 
Not-lst. In carnal pleasure, "they neither 
marry," &c.; 2ndly. In relative associations, 
or the renewal of every natural tie which 
death dissolves; 3rdly. Nor, (I apprehend,) 
in the recognition of those to whom religious 
bonds .have united us. But-FrnsT, In their 
freedom from death, with all its causes, at
tendants, and effects. 2ndly. In the full pos
session of life, with all its perfect blessedness. 
3rdly. In beholding the Saviour as he is, and 
in being with him.and like him for ever. 

SECONDLY, In their being like unto the 
angels :-lst. In their intercow·se with each 
other; 2ndly. In their spirituality; 3dly, In 
holiness, in happiness and glory; with this 
difference, that in all respects the glory of the 
church in heaven will far exceed the glory of 
angels, because its members attain to the 
glory of Christ. 

THIRDLY, In their being manifested to be 
the children of God, by a relationship which 
had its origin in eternity, unfolding its grace 
in time, and which is consummated at the 
resurrection of the just. 

Chelmondisto11. c. CARPENTER. 

LOOKING UPWARD .AND FORWARD. 
EXTRACT PROM A SERlION 

PREACHED .A.T BILLEBDON, ON LORD'S-DAY, 
DEC. 16, 1855, BY P. W, THOC1<lPSON. 

"Lord, thou hast been our Dwelling-place 1n all 
generations."-Psalm x.c. 1. 
Tms Psalm is supposed to have been written 
by Moses, the man of God; and it is only the 
man of God who can savingly understand the 
things of a covenant God; and the value of 
the truth as it is in Jesus to a believer is be
yond all price, ru-isiag from that truth being 
established in his heart, affections, and de
sires. I do not believe a child of God could 
utter the Jan ~uage of our text without a full, 
glorious and blessed experience of what God 
has been from all eternity, what he now is, 
and what he ever will be. Some of you may 
have your faith shak_en, you~ comfort _and 
peace dieturbed1 and, like Dand, be cast mto 
the lowest pit, m darkness, in the deep; yet 
there is a dwelling-place hero prepared, and 
suitable for a poor, lost, and helpless sinner. 
,ve sometimes, as people say, meet trouble 
half-way. For instance, there is in expecta
tion something worse than ever approaching; 
and the first thing we think of, is ability and 
courage to face the enemy ; and alas! forget 
that all things here below make uo difference 
to llim who is "God ove1· ,ill, blessed for 

C 2 
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enr." "His way,; are not our ways, nor his 
thoughts our thoughts." We arc anxious, 
nnd wo1;1dor how _the Lord can appear to help 
and deliYer. It 1s easy enough to 1·cmcmber 
we are but dust; and therefore strive to 
get _comfort aud rest in that which is polluted, 
until we find the weakness and insufficiency 
of all; but so it is, there is a time to learn 
who we are, what we are and where we 
dwell. Our God has provided in his own pur
pose before the world was, for all the wants 
of his people ; therefore, trouble does not 
spring· np anyhow, nor is the remedy applied 
at random; but "judgment is before him, 
therefore trust thou in him." 

There never was a time when the people 
were not secure in this dwelling. But we 
want to know more about it· we want "line 
upon line, precept upon p;ecept." Surely 
these things are so. But, say you, I want to 
be"" confiden_t of this very thing;" then shall 
I abide satisfied, and not be visited with 
evil." To be in this heavenly dwelling is to 
possess an inheritance "incorruptible and un
defiled." But you know, and I know what 
it is to doubt and fear; and what folloJs, but 
a knowledge of the dryness and barrenness of 
our hearts? 

The sweetest stream that ever flowed is 
God's electing love, brought home Jith 
power to the heart. It casts out all fear, and 
that promise is fulfilled-" Your sorrow shall 
be turned into joy." 

We may on earth have no certain dwelling
place, but no un~ertainty !n that which. is 
above; and to arrne safely 1B also as certam, 
"They went forth to the land of Canaan, 
and unto the land of Canaan they came." 
We are permitted to meet in houses made 
with hands, and have reason to be thankful · 
but this is no proof of being in this spirituJ 
house. Many rest and dwell in forms and 
ceremonies ; and some even think it impossi
ble to pray unless the bo/U/1 is in a certain 
posture. But we hav;, the Lord himself for 
our Dwelling-place in all generations; and 
underneath the poor soul -e.re the " everlasting 
arms." But we must first know that our 
"strength is gone," before we can fall into 
the hands of the Lord. "The Lord of hosts 
is with us: the God of Jacob is our Refuge." 
A Strong?ol~ this: look up, and be glad. 

My desire 1S, to comfort and cheer you if 
the Lord should make his power known, e~en 
where the bitterness of death is felt. .Are 
you in a crooked path, full of tribulation ? I 
thank God I can say one word to you which 
is to remind you we have to do with the fu. 
tu_re. Looking back at what has ruined us 
wil~ n~t profit; but looking forward to that 
w¥ch 1B "eternal in the heavens." "When 
t~ ?~rruption shall hav_e P'!t on incorrup
tion, when ·we shall live rn a "glorious 
body,"_ and that which is vile be no more for 
ever-if the Lord ahall bring these things 
home to thur hearts you will have roof 
enough. . e things' themselves have ~een 
proved _af;ai,n _and. again. Let one suffice. 
In Col. Ill. 1t lS _sa1~, "If ye be risen," &c. 
Do you see how 1t 1B the work itself is per
fect? ~hether you know little or much
" All things are your's." 

. A MINlSTElllAL REPROOF. 

MR. EDITOR.-'l'ho following picco is nn 
extract from a sermon of Mi·. C. Drawbridge, 
preached upwards of twenty years ngo; but 
there is much weight in it even now. It is 
taken from Zion's Casket for 1839. 

"Alas! how mawkish and meagre nre many 
of our decided men, who have come out bolcUy in 
some truths, but in others have shewn the 
cunning of the fox in their methods of hand
ling and inculcating them, 0, how often mny 
we hear the truly ~racious nnd consistent peo
ple of God exclmming, 'We do not find 
fault with wl,at our minister preaches, but we 
complain of his not going far enough. Just 
as we are big with the expectation that some 
bold avowal of truth is coming from his lips, 
we are overwhelmed with disappoint.ment by 
his saying, "But your Ume is gone," or, 
"Your time forbids me to enlarge.' We al
most wish he had forgotten tim• altogether, 
rather than thus to baulk us.' Why is this ? 
Surely it is the fear of man that brinll'eth 
this snare upon ministers and private individ
uals, until we are constrained to exclaim with 
Elijah-' How long halt ye between two opin• 
ions P If the Lord be God, follow him ; but 
if Baal, follow him.' •. • • 

" Why is one minister of the gospel so 
jealous of another minister of the gospel P' 
'Whence come wars and fightings among 
them P Come they not hence, even of their 
lusts that war in their members? They lust 
for supremacy, popularity, and power, but 
they have it not. They kill their bretlu:en in 
re:eutation, and desire to have praise for so 
domg, but cannot obtain it. The;r fight and 
devour one another ; they war with the up• 
right .in heart and. practice, yet have they not 
consistency of conduct, because they ask it 
not of God in an acceptable time. '.l.'hey ask 
of God peace in the churches, faithful labor
ers, more unity, yet they are ringleaders of 
peace-breakers. If they ask for faithful 
preachers, to be honest with God they should 
add, But do not send them in our neighbour
hood; lest ouy churches should be thinned, 
our congregations lessened, our salaries re
duced. They ask and receive not, becauso 
they ask amiss, that they may conswne it 
upon their lUBts.' " 

"GATHER UP THE FRAGMENTS, THAT NO• 
THING DE LOST." 

"A ;roung man once went to his minister, 
and said, ' Sir, I am afraid I am not tul'ned.' 
The minister, who held not a vory good opin• 
ion of the young man, says to him, 'Afraid 
you are not turned! What do you mean P' 
'Why, sir (he says again), I am afraid I o.m 
not turned.' 'Well, (says tho minister), per
haps you are not; perhaps you aro turned too 
much; for some people turn rii;ht round.' 
This is not the work of the Spirit. For do 
you know, God never only half turns a man P 
He tul'ns his face just where his bitck was, and 
his back just where bis face was. But somo 
people, you know, turn themselves: they first 
turn a little, then a little more; then they get, 
as you might suppose, within a little right. 



FED, l, 1856.] AND CHRTSTIAN RF.CORD. 39 

Then by-and-bye thex. will tum a little more, 
then a little more, t,11 they turn right round 
just where thoy were before; 'and the last 
atate of that man is worse than the frrst.' " -
J, FOREMAN, 

" When Jesus first came to me, he did not 
como with hat in hand, and say, 'If you 
please John, will you be convinced of your 
sins ?' No I ho never consulted me anything 
about it; but he made me -willing in the clay 
of his power."-J. FoRl!MAN, 

"Whoever comes to Jesus Christ must come 
without money and without price. It is all in 
vain to come with your price in your hand
whether it be the price of prayers, or the 
price of tears, or th·e price of repentance. All, 
all is nothing at all. All is nothing at all; a 
half a sinner and a half a Saviour will never 
do at all ; for it is only feelingly great sinners 
that need a great Saviour.-J. PELLs.'' 

My dear Sir, you know our spiritual young 
Tiniothy (whose name I have just written over 
here). He seems to handle matters wisely, 
and is blessedly acquainted with the good old 
subject-sovereign grace and free salvation; 
and he stands to it that God will never forsake 
his people, or lose one of them out of the 
fold of Jesus. The first time I heard him I 
shall never for~et it. 0, I was broken down ! 
I was melted, like poor Mary, at the feet of 
Jesus. 0, for more of this ! 

A LOVER OF ZION. 
Belckamp Road, Tilbury, near Halstead. 

MR. R. G. EDWARDS. 

once at Brighton. l am now fulfilling my 
engagement of last year1 supplying the 
friends in_ Suffolk; and it the Lord spare, 
have promised them also the month of .Feb
ruary. The month of March, and forward I 
s~all be vacant, and ready to s_upply any d~s
t1tute church, that may be desirous of obtain
ing a settled pastor. The Mendlesham friends 
evidently possess the same eagerness after 
truth as ever, as the various places I labour 
in are crowded, although I preach eight times 
a-week. I feel a great affection and union 
for the friends here, and there is a great field 
for labour; and certainly think, should feel 
happy in accepting their hearty and unani
mous desire to remain amongst them; but 
there are some obstacles in my path, that 
completely prevent my pitching my tent in 
Suffolk; and were it the mind of the Great 
Head of the Church, I believe he would level 
every mountain, and remove every obstacle, 
so that I should be joined ,vith them in body, 
as I am truly in heart. 

If you should have application from a 
Strict Baptist Church loving the glorious 
truths of tbe everlasting gospel, and will drop 
me a line to my residence, 9, Oxford Street, 
Stepney, London, or where I now am, till the 
end of February, at Mrs. Barker's, Winston 
Green, near Debenham, Suffolk, I should feel 
obliged. Praying that you and your's may 
enjoy every covenant blessing, I remain, my 
dear brother, your's affectionately, 

Jan. 17, 1856. R. G. EDWARDS. 

ORIGINAL LETTERS 
FROM MR. ARTHUR TRIGGS, TO. MR. 

WILLIAM WRIGHT. 
DEAR BROTHER BANKs.-lt is some consider• 
able time since I took up my pen to address a 
few lines to you ; and I trust these will find 
you still in the reali,;ation of helping and [THE terrible exercises of a living soul un
supporting grace. If it is not the good plea- der temptation, the good news of gospel grace, 
sure of Him who dwelt in the bush, as yet to and the Lord"s omnipotent power in deliver
cause you to sing of delivering mercy, it is in/I' and saving, are so conspicuous in the 
our pnvilege to know "the Lord liveth," and following correspondence, that we have hope 
that " the Lord reigneth ;" that he is able to the Great Head of the ch1uch will make it a 
deliver us; that he has promised to deliver blessing to his living family.-En.] 
us; and that his promises are as certain to be DEAR MR. EDITOR.-Believing you desire 
fulfilled as if they were alreadv accomplished. to freight the VESSEL with valuable cargo, I 
There is a set time to favour Zion ; and when beg to forward you two excellent letters from 
he has tried us, we shall come forth as gold. that venerable servant of Christ, .Arthur 
Some of the Lord's people, and especially his Triggs; and if the circumstances which in
servants, know much more of the furnace duced him to write them, are worth insertion, 
work than others. But the deel.'er the sor- you can do so. 
i-ows the louder they'll sing. Pamful indeed In the summer of 1844 my soul was sorely 
1B the pathway; much tribulation to the tempted to the committal of the worst of sins. 
flesh, and sometimes overwhelming to the O how my soul trembled at_ the tho':'ght, that 
spirit; yet it is sanctified to our souls' real the time had at length arrived which I had 
profit and experience, as also to the welfare often dreaded, that I should be given up to a 
of others of the Lord's tried saints. During rep_robate mind, and to follow all sin with 
the past year I have been following the move- greediness. "Yes," nuded Satan, "your 
mcnt of the cloud, with no little fatigue of profession has now come to an euu, and you'll 
body, in various parts of England ; am! I soon return as a dog to its vomit, or the sow 
ce:rtainly begin to feel, if it were consistent that was washe,l, to her wallowing in the 
with his Divine will, I should be glad to find mire. It is quite cviuent you havo neither 
a rcsting-pla~o in the wildorness, where the part nor lot m the salvation of the Lord's 
Lord would make my testimony a blessing people ; and as the sacrifices of the wicked 
to immortal souls. I cannot but feel arc au abomination to the Loru, your very 
than_kful, howeYer, to tho Loni, that he has prayers are only sin before hii,!. 
grac10usly condescended to own and bless my I In such a dreary state of nnnd I went to 
poor lnbors i1t no small dro-rcc; so that, Zion Chapel on the first Sl\bbuth in Au:;ust, 
during 1855, I hnve baptised t~·icc in Suffolk, I ~rhcn Mr. Trit,!;gs rcmarkPd, rrl'L'rTing· tL) 
once at Shcernoss, once at Ramsgate, au<l Ilosca. xi. ,1, (" I wa;:; to them n~ tllL1.:iC wh 
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take off the yoke from their jaws,") that the said one thing that you could lay holrl on, 
yoke there spoken of was the manifest pardon to begin in the way of business you did, and 
of_ sin. My soul sunk within me; a con- yielded to the aid of satnn to help you-thnt 
sc1ousness of such " mercy bad never yet been 1s, relative to time, place, and an ex11ct des
fully rcvcRled ; Rnd although I had been oft- cription of the same; and though I lovo to 
tili1es indulged with many sweet love tokens, hear such things, yet it is not for you and me 
yet the whole of my past experience appeared to set or confine the Lord's hands by our un-· 
as nothing. My former hope fled; my sins certain tinie-piece. The Lord snith, 'My 
stared me in the faee ; and nothing but a counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
dreary looking fonvard for future judgment pleasure.' 
seemed to await me. I at once wrote to Mr. · "1 trust these hints will be acceptable; 
Triggs, describing the state of my mind, and in real friendship I say unto you, that if 
which he promptly replied to as follows :- you believe yourself to be 'what you try to 

"Dear Friend and Brother: Having re- make me believe, (but without effect) why do 
ceived and perused your's, I think it right to not you give it all up, and go back from fol• 
say a few words to you in love relative to your lowing the Lord, reading your Bible, and 
statement; not that I intend to dispute you praying to the Lord? I say again, why don't 
out of your determined belief, in unbelief of you give this all up, that others may see and 
what the Lord bath done for vou; as it is the believe that you are the man that you want 
alone prerogative of the Lord to persuade the me to believe-that is, that you have neither 
mind relative to eternals. You certainly ap- part nor lot in Christ and salvation? My de
pear to be very inconsistent in inconsistencies. sire is, that you will thin]< soberly on these 
This you acknowledge in word in yours; and things, and say with Paul, 'Let God be true, 
as you appear determined to abide by your and every man a liar.' I may appenr now to 
,wumen in such things, all I may say may not you rather too trite; but I assure you I can• 
be of any service to you. Yet, as one said, so not turn nurse to unbelief, having found it 
say I-' I will shew you mine opinion.' The such a noisy, troublesome, and disturbing, 
Baying you mention, is as spoken; which I motley, monotrous brat. I have sighed after 
believe to be the truth; nor do all the sug- its death, and tried to deprive it of its exist
gestions you have received alter it, nor change ence; but in this I rejoice that unbelief can
an iotn of the truth of it as regards ;)'OU; and not make the truth of God a lie, nor without 
though there is a trio raising objection to it, effect. • I suppose the composed state of the 
-I mean self, unbelief and satan; yet, in due mind of your dear wife is a trouble to· you; 
time you shall acknowledge the blessedness of and that because she believeth the record God 
it, and bless the Lord for the mercy. It bath given of his Son; and 'you try hard to 
would display a little wisdom to bring the ac- get her into the zigzag way of proceeding you 
cuser to the Book of words and meanings, in- are in. But it is to be seen in the dear old 
stead of citing hinI to this bar of decision. Book that the female bath often been the 
You please hini well in passing judgment strongest in the mattersofbelieving the Word 
upon yourself, because you feel so-and-so. I of the Lord. I hope to hear soon that you 
had hoped that my brother had by this time are completely broken down in this your old 
done as Paul said, 'Put away childish things;' trade, and going on looking unto another, 
but I find he is still at his old play of battle- and finding in hinI what you will never find in 
door and shuttlecock, and giving in the palm yourself. , 
to satan to allow hinI to make the God of " Grace and peace be multiplied unto you 
truth a liar; for by what power was it so through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus 
blessed to you-the truth you mention in the our Lore!, that you may abound in hope by the 
first part of your letter? Surely it was not power of the Holy Ghost, and Jesus and sal· 
produced by self, unbelief, nor satan; and vation be growingly precious unto you. 
as I believe it was of the Lord, I dare not at- Amen. My Christian love to your spouse; 
tempt to foster you in your fanciful statement and I remain, yours in our precious Lord 
afterward; and if I mistake not, there was Jesus, A. TnIGGB. 
even then, when you were writing, something "20, Laurie Terrace, .Aug. 6, 1844.'' 
that contradicted it.. This I leave with you to On the receipt of the above, instead of find-
eettle, and I desire to draw your attention to ing my hope revived, I felt more determined 
the portion I was alluding to (Hosea xi.) in unbelief than ever. I replied to him, even 
when I made the remark; and now plainly charging him with unkindness in encouraging, 
say to you, that had not the Lord taken the even to the slightest degree, one who felt him
yoke from your jaws, you never could have self so completely lost as I then apprehended 
experienced the things you have stated, myself to be, when, to my surprise, I received 
Therefore, do ponder over these things calmly, the following:-
and not so easily give place to satan. I "All hail! my Brother, Goocl news and 
epeak in love, as I have suJfered much from glad tidings have been received from ~
his base insinuations. I want you, with me, ' Il!ess the Lord, 0 my soul!' The old man 1s 
to honor the Lord by believino- the word sinking apace. He no longer enshrouds the 
•pokeu by him. And do not y';,u recollect Head from view; and soon be will gladly be 
that at tLe ti,me you ~ay that you sank, thnt I put off, and the now man put on. Unbel,ief 
Lad been briefly statmg, in conjunction with begins to falter in its speech, and speaks with 
the killing sente~ce about the yoke, that how n stammering tongue. Sntan is losing ground 
aptly the Lo:d s children answered to the though he may try to act desperately; and 
Lord's words r "Yet thc:r knew not that I the captive exile is hastening, that he mny be 
healed them, Nor ran l lmng to miRd that I I loosed, that he should not die in the pit, nor 
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that his bread should fail ; and' soon you shall 
come out, though it will be as Job, with the 
skin of your teeth, and your strength and 
nrmom· nil gone; so that you will say with 
David, 'I opened my mouLh, nnd panted.' 
Jesus bath his sword on his thigh. He is 
riding prosperously, and soon it will' be de· 
clarod, t-hat ho is gone to be a guest with a 
man that is a sinner. The mandnte is now 
signed, and soon it will be proclaimed, -
, Lnzarus, come forth I' The stone is rolled 
away; the grave-clothes and napkin will be 
taken off, and the proclamation will be heard, 
and felt, ' Loose him, and let him go.' And 
the dear Redeemer will soon be found 
in the house, saying, Come and dine. 
And Lazarus will sit at the table, and 
his old companions may try to come to the 
house also to see him that is arisen from the 
dead ; but their visiting will be unheeded by 
you; for heart, mind, soul, thought, desire 
and affection will be taken up with Jesus and 
salvation; and your ravished soul will say, 
'Stay me with flagons, eomfort me with 
apples ; for I am sick of love.' And his lan
guage will be, ' Eat, 0 friends ! drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, 0 beloved!' Then my en
raptured heart will be filled with love, blood 
and salvation. 'Mercy and truth will meet 
together; righteousness and peace will kiss 
ench other;' and the poor captive taken &om 
the mighty will exult in the mercy that Christ 
is All and in all. Then he will begin to sing, 
in strains most noble 'Salvation to God and 
the Lamb.'' Sin will be sunk into a nonen· 
tity, being drowned in blood; guilt quite gone 
from the conscience; death will be completell 
abolished, and your old taskmaster the devil 
bound and turned out of doors, and all his 
goods, and the King of glory will come in, 
and take his rightful possession, and say,
' This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell, Cor 

- I have a delight therein.' 
"These hints I send you in love, believing the 

truth of them ; and though you may a little 
longer dispute the point, and say in your 
haste, ' All men are liars ;' yet, I speak the 
truth ; I lie not; my conscience bearing me 
witness in the Holy Ghost; and I further de
clare, that did you not belong to Christ, and 
he had taken the yoke from your jaws, you 
never could have felt, experienced, and en
joyed whnt you have of him, nor would he 
ever have been so precious unto you ; nor will 
you ever go back, nnd walk no more with 
him; and as I have been made manifest in 
your conscience, as one that speaks the truth, 
so I shall yet have joy of thee when thou wilt 
ho as N nph tali,-' a hind lot loose, satisfied 
with favour, and full of the blessing of tbe 
Lord.' Then you will understand, in a heart
felt experience, what you are now longing for 
-that is, the Di vine properties of the fulness 
of the Word of the Lord. Is not this a brand 
plucked out of the fire? The filthy garments 
will ho taken away, and the proclamation will 
bo heard and 1·eceived, felt and understood
' Behold, l have caused thine iniquity to pass 
from thee, and I will clotlio tlico with chnnge 
of.raiment. And I said, Let them set a foir 
mitre upon his head : so they set a foir mitre 
llpon Ins head, and clothed him wilh gar· 

mcnts. And the angel of the Lord stood by.' 
And methinks that I hear you even now say
ing, "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my 
soul shall be joyful in my God: for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
ho bath covered me with the robe of riglrteous
ness.' And I will willingly join with you to 
sing, 
" Now free from sin, I walk at large ; 

This Breaker's blood's my soul's discharge; 
At his dear feet content I'll lay, 
A sinner saved, and homage pay." 
"And the following words of truth will in

crease your joy in the Lord-" Speak ye com
fortably to Jerusalem ! cry unto her !-hat her 
warfare is accomplished, her iniquity is par
doned; for she bath received of the Lord's 
hand double for all her sin." Amen. 

I now commend you to God, and the Word 
of His grace, who is able to build you up, and 
give you an inheritance among them that nre 
sanctified in him. These things I have pre
dicted concerning you ; and I do not think 
you will prove me a liar, and my speech no
thing worth ; believing the Lord would not 
have shewn you such things as he bath, had 
he intended to destroy you ; and I trust you 
soon will hear the Master is come, and calleth 
for thee. Till then, I remain your willing 
servant in the gospel of peace ; not to make 
swaddling bands for unbelief, neither to nurse 
the old man, or give place to the devil; but 
to preach Jesus and salvation. Your's in our 
precious Lord Jesus, A. TRIGGS. 

'' Laurie Terrace, .Aug. 6, 1&.l.4.'' 
"I could not re&ain from writing :)'ou, 

though I have not begun to study a sermon 
for this night. Love in the Lord to you and 
Mrs. W, W. [Rom. xi. 26; 1 John i. 7-10.''] 

Upon reading it I felt still that no less a 
power than that which called Lazarus from 
the grave, could ever satisfy my mind. To be 
thought a child of God by others, afforded mP, 
no satisfaction. Nay, had an angel of light 
told me so, it would not suffice. I must hear 
the voice of the Son of God himself, speaking 
peace to my troubled heart, or no peace could 
I obtain. I fell down before him in prayer, 
when I was enabled to plead his own word, 
Lord, thou hast said, " Cast thy burden on 
the Lord-he will sustain thee." Take it, 
Lord! I can bear it no longer. When, to my 
utter astonishme~t, he whispered in accents of 
love-" Tll!J sins are all JOrg-i-ven thee." I 
started in amazement-, and said, "Is it possi
ble dear Jesus P Is it not a delusion ?" 
When the same sweet voice of Him whose 
mouth is most sweet, again condescended to 
reiterate the same blessed words. Never can 
I forget the joy of that happy day, My sins, 
which had threatened to consign me to reme
diless and endless woe; my sins, which had 
ofttimes in feeling wade me worse than the 
boasts of the field; my sins, past, p1·esent, and 
to come, all forgiven-washed away in a Sav
iour's blood; my guilty soul, cleansed from all 
its guilt and filth. 0, what news! what bliss! 
And not only so farnrcd, but the am11.Zing 
condescension of a precious Redeemer to tell 
me so ! Jesus, the mighty God, stooping so 
low as to whisper to tlie heart of a poor un
wort-h)' worm, sul'h wordti of grace and morey. 
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Dut when we gaze by precious faith on the the members of our churches ; nnd even more 
crucified One, the grent Sacrifice for sin, we than that; a want of unity, and a division 
need not, wonder nt anv condescension of his founded on trifles. My old and vnlucd bro
blessed Majesty: for «·rrc thnt spared not his ther, now departed, John Stevens, once said, 
o"·n life, but poured out, his soul unto, death, " It rnrcly occurs, that tho church of Christ 
even the death of tho cross," will never suffer is favored to contend about great things," 
the objects of such amazing love, of such un- Satan seems permitted to work destruction in 
merit,ea and makhless grace, to pass out of our ranks, while unity and co-operation 
time without the fulfilment of his own pro- marks the movements of others, whose views 
mise, "I will manifest myself unto you we cannot sympathise with. You have put 
otherwise than I do unto the world." Yea, me in possession of an interesting fact, that 
he has promised to dwell with them, to be in the ministerial agency God has raised up for 
them a well of water, springing up into ever- the testimony of his Word, has greatly ex
lasting life. ceeded the veterans called into rest; and that 

That you the Editor, with the readers of the by public meetings held in different parts of 
EARTHEN VESSEL, and the unworthy writer, your kingdom, they come into closer contact, 
may daily ha'l'c the sweet communicat;ions of and knowing each other better, they love 
his gra"c and favor, is the sincere desire of more abundantly. May the Great Head of 
your's in gospel bonds, W. W. the church still multiply and bless the mes
~,--~--"-------------·- sengers and their message. We have had to 
A LETTER. FROM MR. H. DOWLING. prove that God alone, can furnish a ministry 

(To the Editor of the Earthen Vessel.) 
DF..AR BROTRER,-Since I have known of the 
existence of your publication, I have ordered 
a few copies out, rejoicing that it, with the 
Herald, and Trumpet, are streams flowing to 
fertilize the garden of our God. Each, in 
their ov.n line of things, are spreading the 
unctuous name of Jesus, in whom centres the 
life of the church, and the glory and bliss of 
heann. There is room for you all, with all 
the graces and gifts the Holy Spirit imparts, 
to hold up to the eye of faith and penitence, 
the glorious transaction of our Triune God. 

To be happy and useful in extending the 
truth as it is in Christ, ministers and e_ditors 
must be practical predestinarians, believing 
in Jehovah in working out all his purposes 
by instruments of his own providing. At an 
early day it was gi'l'en me to see that no one 
man can do the worlc of another. The belief 
of that fact, I have found a blessed rest, un
der ministerial fears, trials and prospects. 
Jealousies, heart-burnings, and undervalu
ings will be soon rooted up, if we study to be 
quiet, and mind our own business. It is not 
tbe limit of our gifts, with its discourage
ments, that we are to look at, but the majesty 
of the grace of our God, that throws our ex
cellencr into the "foolishness of preiwhing," 
by which 'God saves them that believe. 

It seems that your mind hath been directed 
to strike out into a new path, collecting in
formation relative to the local position and 
apparent state of some of the Baptist 
Churches of Great Britain. Certainly, my 
dear brother Banks, we should hope that such 
matters should not shut out the more inter
esting essays ou the all-important truths of 
the gospel ; yet such information has a stir
ring influence on the mind, as it opens to 
view jlOrtions of the family of Go<l, organized 
for his glory:, hitherto unknown, especially 
to perEons situated as we are at vour an• 
tipodes. In my day, when ~t Colchester, 
the_re was a g_encral complaint of the distance 
:duch the mrn1sters of' distinguishing views 
rn the gospel of God our Saviour maintained 
~a, _<listan~e an<l rcsC'rvc that '"eilcd the glorj 
ol u gru01ous, brotherly relation. So with 

for his church, and a people to receive the 
message-to whom I would give unceasing 
praise. Our Christ has indeed received gifts 
for men; and Paul tells us that his sent ser
vants are gifts, gifted in succession for the 
work of the ministrv. While the supply is 
generally equal to tlie demand, let not it l,e 
forgotten that Zion's petitions are to be put 
at the mercy-seat, "that more labourers are 
to be sent out." Surely God favours the 
prayer, which cannot compel his action. 

Some years past, on my arrival in this 
colony, I wrote to England to arouse the 
churches to an aggressive movement against 
the power of darkness in distant colonies. 
The appeal was affectionately received, the 
desirability of it admitted, and some meetings 
held, but there was wanted unity of action. 
It failed. God, however1 has been mindful 
of us. Some have come trom England to the 
neighbouring colonies; and we have had one 
whose first impressions of Sion's demerits, 
and the provision of merc;y opened to the 
view of faith, as contained m a full Christ, 
was drawn forth in our worshipping assem• 
bly, under the preaching of the Word by my 
mouth. God has placed him as a witness 
and testifier at Melbourne, and from whom I 
have just received the incloscd, which I 
transmit for the edification of the saints. 

At present the province of our body seems 
to be employed in disseminating the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God in the towns and 
villages in Great Britain; but your usefulness 
would be extended even there in the home 
circle, by a proper organization. God is with 
us in these lands; but the attendance, 6$ 
well as the population, is small; no great 
visible display of converting power, but a 
gradual opening to view of Di vine So~e
reignty in in-gathering a few, as I hope, l~te 
the gleanings of the vintage-a church with 
a blessing in it; the earnest of greater 
things yet to come. Our town has, perhaps, 
6,000 men, women and children. W? buve 
two Independent, two Scotch, two El)1scopa• 
lian, two W csleyan places of _worslnp, and 
one Particular Ilaptist, of wh1cl! God was 
pleased to make me tho humble rnstn,ment 
of planting and watering. Wo hu1·e a chapel, 
and dwelling out of dcLt, with a church ol 
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about fifty members. Our baptisms are far 
between ; but I jndgo altogether I have bad 
the happiness of goi1!g down _into the cm blcm
ntic grave of a bnrwd Christ, and followed 
him with them into the resurrection life of 
Jesus, on whom we look for present help and 
future glory. We have adopted the volun
tary principle for ministerial support; and if 
it be a Christian voluntariness I recommend 
it to the adoption of your churches. People 
must feel the sacredness of their obligations, 
and put it to their consciences, as the Lord 
has blessed them. Then we find them seats, 
but let none, and take in return, to be paid 
down in advance, what they can give; and 
for the accommodation of those who prefer it, 
an open box is at the door, as also for causual 
hearers, for their contributions. Pay or no 
pay, all have seats. If God pour out a spirit 
of liberality, it is often surprising to see how 
a small congregation like ours, say of 150 in 
worship, can accomplish by dealing with such 
matters with faith and love. If we have to 
mourn over one sin more than another, it is 
that deadly monster-Intemperance, arising 
from the abuse of intoxicating drinks. I 
view it as the plague-spot of the church. I 
saw its inroads in England, and here I am 
surrounded by its extensive influence. We 
preach against it, pray against it, and, for 
the sake of example, put it away as a deadly 
thing. I have renounced the bitter cup for 
full fifteen years, and have no doubt I am 
mentally, physically, and circumstantially 
the better for it. 0 may our ministers and 
people do what they can to stem the desolat
ing torrent! 

Wishing you, dear brother, the help of 
God in your ai·duous post, and grace from 
om· living Head, .Jesus, to rest upon his elect 
family in every place, believe me, yours af-
fectionately, H. DOWLING, 

Launceston. 

ENCOURAGING WORDS 
FROM BROTHER POOCK, AND OUR 

IPSWICH FRIENDS. 

BELOVED Bn.oTIIEn.,-1 congi·atulate yon at 
the beginning of another year ; may it be to 
you the best you ever had, in spiritual enjoy
ments, in temporal supplies, nnd in ministerial 
and editorial usefulness and success. 

Truly your V EBBEL has come forth in this 
year, I think, with a 1·icher cargo than ever I 
saw before; may she take in tho same in kind 
!I" long as years onduro, for I feel persuaded 
if she does, the hungry, longing, living poor, 
will increase their store, be enlarged by your 
means, and bless the great Lord for his grace 
by it. 

W o m·c glad to find you so woll employed in 
t~e Zodiac, the Lord direct your contempla
t10ns, clear vour views in Mo.zzaroth, keop 
you from tho· torrid and frigid iones, and pre
serve you always in the temperate. 

The epistles of "A Little One" aro opistlos 
of c~sential value in tho present dlly, the dis
tinctions mnintained are rich, savory, and to 
tho living soul beneficinl; I find them so to 

my soul, for I believe the time is coming when 
it behoves the servants of God to maintain 
decidedly the nature and operations of the 
Holy Ghost in his divine influence upon the 
heart, as the only source of communion with, 
and the only evidence of union to Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, in covenant relationship; 
and what is real religion, and who is, or can 
bo in the way to holiness or happiness with
out it? 1 well know gifts are good when sanc
tiJied by grace, but it is only where the Lord 
is there is liberty. 

Through mercy we 'baptised four persons 
last Lord's-day at Bethesda. We were truly 
favored with unusual solemn seasons through
out the day; the candidates' minds were led, I 
trust, to enter into the end and design of this 
important ordinance, and by faith to please 
the Lord and profit by his promised presence, 
so graciously vouchsafed to them; the congre
gation was large, very attentive, and many of 
them affected to tears, for the scene was calcu
lated to produce this, as the praying parents 
of one was near the baptising, witnessing the 
Lord's mercy in hearing prayer for, and be
holding the faith and obedience of one of 
their family. Another was a grandaughter 
of one of our deacons, who died in Mm·ch, 
1854, and for whom many petitions, no doubt, 
were presented. One other was a daughter of 
brother Warren, of Braintree, who was directed 
to live in Ipswich some three years ago, came 
to hear the word, and it proved the Lord's 
time to call her by his grace; she and two 
others, through mercy, were called within 
that period. Surely godly parents are by 
such things encouraged to pray for their dear 
children. · 

Three others joined us from a distant 
church the same day. May the Lord bring in 
his people to love and obey, and sing with a 
good brother-

" Sprinkled in infancy was I, 
But now that's done, I lay it by; 
I put on Christ, and him I wear, 
And be baptis'd as Christians are." 

TIIOl'dA.S POOCK, 
Ipswich, lOtl, .Ta11uaryJ, 1856. 

A FATHER'S COUNSEL. 
Copy of a Letter sent by Brother Warre,., r!f 

Braintree, to liis Dau9liter, prlfDiou• to her 
being Baptised. 

DEAR SARAII,-1 n.m not uninterested in 
yom movements, nor indeed can be, but there 
1s One above all others to which I would refer 
you-a Ft1thcr indeed, a Friend divine--who 
can give you a sober mind, a fruitful heart, 
and willing feet to run in his wny with de
light, whose presence you need, whose attrac
tive glances are sufficient to swallow up all 
thy fears, sins and sorrows, and make the 
11ath of thy obedience delightsome and pro
fitable to thyself and to others, and as plca
sm·enblo as it is profitable. My earnest prayer 
is that you and brother Poock may see Jesus, 
and nll, to whom the Lord has given spiritual 
eyes, may see J csus; and, if it is tho Lord's 
will, thnt tho dead may hoar his voice and live. 
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I shttll be present in spirit, though in body 
absent, joying and beholding yom- order and 
the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. Oh! 
that the solemn scenes of Calvary, and the 
glorious nets of the Son of God, may be pre
sent afresh to the eye of faith, that the godly 
mnv be baptised under the anointings of the 
Holy Ghost in the everlasting love of God, and so 
taste again the felicity of being complete in 
Christ! Oh, dear Sarah, leave father and 
mother: remember the everlasting Father, 
that gnw thee mercy, and thy beloved mother 
the church, that bro~ght thee forth. This is 
the greatest subject I can recommend to thy 
notice; the great Comforter can bring all 
things to thy remembrance, and cause the 
subst.ance of the ordinance to be thy delight in 
thv future path. Saints generally see more in 
the ordinance after they have passed through 
it than before; there is ro much creature 
feeling and fleshly excitement connected with 
our obedience, that it is sometimes difficult to 
tell what is spiritual ; but the Lord knows 
what good thing he has put in the heart-the 
simple act of faith on his Majesty, working by 
love to his name, renders our obedience com
plete, and all the rest must be burnt up, 
which, in future days, you may learn. May 
the Lord be pleased to give and keep thy 
mind only on him-remember he is a great 
Saviour, able and willing to save great sinners. 
Please to gi..-e our kind and Christian love to 
Mr. and Mrs. Poock. Your affectionate father, 

THOMA.S WA.RREN. 

ANEW 
DICTIONARY _OF THE BIBLE. 

[Our esteemed brother SA.MUBL CozENS, (late 
ofWillenhall,) has, for some years, been 
closely engaged in gathering out, and open
ing up, the treasures of divine wisdom, and 
and of saving mercy, hidden in the Sacred 
Scriptures. The following short selection 
from his M.S. is the first of a series, the 
insertion of which in our pages, together 
with other illustrations of Biblical Names, 
Places, Characters. &c. &c., will tend, we 
hope, to the ·spiritual edification of many
En] 

Ancmm.a, (Hebrew) arrow-masters. Caryl 
says, "Archers are called Rabbi, great ones; 
not from their magnitude, but from their 
multitude, because archers go in company; 
or they are called many, because every one 
hath many arrows. Men carry but one oword, 
Lut they carry many arrows, therefore the 
word signifies many.'' 

Joseph was a ,nark of envy, because God 
had put so many marko of honour upon him; 
his brethren who shot out bitter words against 
him, hated him, mocked him, conspired to 
kill him, stripped him of his clothes, cast him 
into a pit, and then sold him into Egypt,. 
(Gen. xxxvii.J; his mistress who shot fiery 
darts of lust, fond solicitations to sin and 
false accusations at him· and his maste~ that 
imprisoned hi_m, (Gen. ~rix.); and the en. 
chanters,. mng~c1ans, n.n9" wise men of Egypt, 
who envied. hun for his superior knowledge, 
and were displeased at lus preferments, ac-

cused him to, and spake evil of him befm·e, 
Pharoah (see Jerusalem T,u-gum), were the 
archers spoken of Gen. xl. 23. But his bow 
abode in strength; his virtue, wisdom, chas. 
tity, patience, prudence, faith, hope, &c., by 
which he resisted all the powei-ful attacks of 
his enemies. 

Seven archers shot at Job. 
Fil-st, The Sabeans and the Chaldeo.ns were 

archers, and they shot spoiling and plunder
ing; they took away all his cattle, and slew 
his servants with the edge of the sword. Job 
i. 15, 17. 

Secondl.'I, Heaven was an archer; the hea
vens shot fire, which burnt up his sheep, o.nd 
his servants. Job i: 16. , 

Thii-dly, The air was an archer, that shot 
wind, and down fell the house upon his 
cliilch·en. Job i. 18, 19. 

Fou,·thly, The devil was an archer ; he 
shot diseases, and wounded his body all over. 
Job ii. 7. 

Fifthly, His wife was an archer, or an 
archeress; she shot terrible arrows, evil and 
bitter words. Job ii. 8. 

Sixthly, His friends were archers; they 
shot reproaches, reproofs and calumnies; they 
pierced -~im with, unjust charges. Job iv. 
6-9; vm. 4, 6; xi. 10. 

Seventhly, The Almighty was an archer; 
he shot his killing arrows into his spirit. Job 
vi. 4. And the earth was an archer too, and 
that shot worms at Job. Job vii. 5. S. C. 

LINE l:l 
On the Death of the late Wm. Matthews, 

Of Woolwich. 

BB hush'd every passion, my s"pirit be still ; 
And bow with submission, to Jesus's will I 
He has but removed thy friend which he gave, 
And consigned his body to rest in the grave. 
Whate'er be thy loss, the gain must be his, 
For he is transported to regions of bliss I 
And basks in the presence of Him he adored, 
And fully po .. esses the joy of his Lord. 
Oh I Matthews, my friend, how favoured wast thou, 
What faith and what patience did Jesus be&tow I 
What humble submission presided within; 
How free from the reign, and controllings of sin. 
How large were thy gifts, how abundant the grace, 
(low much thou excelled the men of thy ro.ce, 
Thy mind was capacious, extensive, aud great l 
T'was pleasant on truth, to hear thee dilate. 
Thy speech was delightful, 'twas music divine, 
The themes most enchanting, most blissful, 

sublime I 
Thy counsel was God-like, thy solnce most sweet 
And great was our honour, to sit at thy feet. 
But 01!_, my dear brother, translation is thine, 
To butret the storms of advcr1:,ity, mine, 
To contend with the surges of life's troubled sea. 
And mourn thy dear absence, alas, is for me. 
But ab, what says Faith l Again we ohall meet, 
And triumph together at Jesus' bleat feet, 
And mingle our voices with that holy throng; 
Where Chriot is the theme, the anthem, the song. 
There nought shall disturb us, we ne'er shall 

complain; 
No foe shall molest us-no sickness or pain r 
No care mar the pleasure, or break the repose, 
)lor fricndshi1• unsullied, bo brought to a close. 

w.o. 
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MAZZAROTH: 
OR, 

'fHE TWELVE SIGNS IN 'fHE BIBLICAL HEAVENS. 

"I eland und nm judged for the hope of the promise made of God unto our fathers; unto' which pro
mise, our twelve tribes, instantly serring God day and night, hope to eome."-Acts xxvi. 6, 7. 

HAVING in my last, simply named " TIie I ing enjoyed the same myself, to give it forth 
Jivelva Sipns" which the Bible holds forth I for tl'te benefit of all into whose hands may 
to the view of the spiritual and the seeking come this little EARTHEN VESSEL. 
mind, it now behoves me to take them, one I will not set up Queen Elizabeth as a 
by one,-(if the Lord will-) and endeavour perfect pattern for poor imperfect saints; 
to look a little into the miud of God, and but I wish of thousands it could be said as 
into the meaning of those Jeep fi«ures good old Speed hath said of her, " Those 
wherein is contained the v.ery essence° and English Exiles (once) at Geneva, (writes the 
virtue of that holy Truth which, when sainted Speed), knew that they could not 
brought to light, beautifully del'elopes the present anything more pleasing to Elizabeth, 
method and the manner of that salrntion than their new translation of, and notes 
which is the choicest, the richest, the most : upon, the Holy Bible; which Book of book,, 
mysterious, yet, the most merciful, the most she received with both her hands, soou after 
gracious, and perfectly gratuitous work of' her coronation, and kissing it, laid it to her 
the L01m ovn Gon, , : breast, saying, the same had been her chief,st 

When the venerable JOHN TRAPP dedi-, delight; and should be the rule whereby she 
cated his " Comment upon the Pentatcuch" I would frame her whole deportment." 
to Sir William Comb, he said that he had I O1.t, who will be bold enough to lay this 
taken that liberty because he well knew that i fact before our illustrious :wd most honorable 
Sir William was "so sedulous a searcher of QuEEN VrnTOI<ll? 
the Scriptures; and seriously inquisitive after My very soul burns within me with the 
the penuine sense of dark texts." Master ardent wish that our God in covenant would 
Trapp and Sir William Comb very well make his blessed Book to Victoria's heart so 
knew tha tthe Bible is full of most mys- rich a treasure that she should far exceed 
terious matter :-they also were well per- the zeal and decision of her ancient prede
suaded that in order to get at this matter ccssor Elizabeth, the once valiant Protestant 
there must be much searching, and much Queen o/ these realms. 
prayerful inquiry ;-they likewise realised Tile Editor of" 1 he Book and its Missions," 
the benefit of such inquiry and searching (speaking of the great value of God's Woru), 
into the deep places where Truth doth luy says, "An .African Prince once sent au em
concealed; therefore John 'l'ra\lp spends bassy, with costly presents, to the Queen of 
whole years in writing on, and Sir William Great Britain, and asked her in return to 
Comb in reading and revising, those records tell him what made Er.gland so great and so 
of inspiration which good men, of old, moved giorious in a national point of view," To 
by God the Holy Ghost, have left us as so this our beloved Queen answered, "Not the 
many Gideonit1sh pitchers, which, when number of her fleets or her armies; not the 
~roken or opened, throw a heavenly light cost of her crown jewels, or the details of 
Into the minds of all who are walking in the her commerce ; but, she s~nt him a beauti
way to everlasting bliss. Kings have been fully bouud copy of the Bible, and said, 
the nursing fathers of this sacred treasury; " T!tis is tlie su~ret of E11gl<md' s great11e ... " 
and queens have been its nursing mothers; Such a noble act, is certainly an honor both 
and although T1rn BIDLE is by some de- to the heart and to the hand of our illustrious 
spised, still, I hope there are many thvu- Queen. 
sands in this and other b.uds, who really r.nd One of our ancient Greek scholars, gi vei 
truly delight to travel through and through, a curious interpretation of Paul'• words in 
the boundless lengths and breadths, of this 2 Cor. iv. 7. It reads thus: •· We have tkis 
transcendantly mysterious orb; unto all trca•~ere in a vile oyster sl!ell; that tl!e excd
such, may this feeble effort, be made lency of the pou-er mrey be of God, a11d not of 
a. permanent blessing! Alphonsns, the us," So the Greek, he says, may be fai..tly 
k~ng of .Arragon, is said to have read the rendered. Let the EARTHllN VEsSEL, then, 
Bible over fourteen times, with Lyra's notes he deemed "a vile oy•ter ,!tell;" I will uot 
u~on it; and I feel, after having read the despail', if in it hea,euly treasure may be 
Bible for many, many years, a fresh desire to found; and more than ever sh .. 11 this be Iha 
beg_in again ; and from its deep, dark mines, prayer of my heart and the lubor of my 
to !etch up a little of the gold of Ophir; and hauds. 
as my fathers have done before, to beat out The first sign i• that of THE TWELVl< 
tho little that I may gather, and after hav- so~s oi' J..1.con ;-the twd1Je triboo of Iorud, 
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There are three di visions belonging to this 
sign. F'frst - they were " the sons of 
JA con." Secondly, their names are dis
tinctly given; and such names, too, as are 
expressive of the different features of charac
ter which compose the one living family. 
Thirdly--s'lJecial prophetic blessings are pro
nounced upon them both by Jacob and by 
Moses. 

First-they were THE SONS OF JACOB, 
Three hundred and thirty times, at least, is 
Jacob mentioned in the Bible : and if you 
consider that the term " Israel" applies to 
the same person, you will find that the 
amount of spiritual matter seoken and 
-written of Jacob ( ve,·sus) Israel, 1s immense 
indeed : for, in nearly or quite thirteen 
hund,·ed times, in Scripture, you mar meet 
with the term Israel. Doth not thIS very 
wonderfully declare the constancy of J e
hovah's mind towards his people I Is it 
not a striking proof of the ceaseless flowings 
of His thougbts toward His chosen and 
adopted family I Certainly it is. They are 
never out of His thoughts. His eyes are 
never off them. His affections run toward 
them without any intermission. To them, 
He opens His heart :-for them, He makes 
the most glorious promises ;-about them, 
He speaks under all circumstances. No 
wonder that Moses breaks out in such em
phatic terms, " Happy art thou, Oh, Israel: 
WHO IS LIXE UNTO THEE, 0 PEOPLE BA. VED 

BY THE LoRD ! " 
Oh, my readers, what &ods of spiritual 

light break in upon the mind, when we 
come-closely, frequently, and with divine 
unction,-to look into the thickly folded 
leaves of Heaven's righteously recorded will! 
I see, in Jacob, all the mysteries of grace
all the featnres of grace--all the operations 
and fruits of grace-and the consummation 
of grace, in that at last Jacob found, what 
long he waited for, " THE SALVATJON OF 
Gon." 

Whether I should dwell a little upon the 
Biblical history of Jacob, or pass at once to 
a review of his twelve sons, bas been, with 
me, a question. So beautifully, however, are 
the essential truths of our salvation opened 
up in the character and position of Jacob, 
that to turn away from it, would be to com
mence building my house without first lay
ing a foundation. J acob's history is THE 
OLD TESTAMENT KEY, which, when put into 
the hand of faith by the Holy Ghost, will 
open every part of the New Covenant--the 
Covenant of Grace :-it will encourage you 
t~ approach the Throne of Grace-it will 
dIScover to you the Building of Mercy-it 
will throw ~pen before you the holy Cbam
bers of Christ's Banquetting House-it will 
read to you the deep, the everlasting loYe
th~ughts and predestinating purposes of a 
Tnune Jehovah-yea, it will, in some' mea
sure, experimentally anticipate that final 

conclusion of which Malachi doth speak, 
when he saith, " Then sluill ye return, and 
discem between the 1·igMeous and the wiclced, 
between him that servetl1 Goo, and Mm tl1at 
serveth Mm not." Unto Jacob's history, 
then, let us address ourselves; and may the 
GREAT AUTHOR and PERFEOT FINISHER of 
Jacob's Salvation, bless our meditations to 
tens of thousands of precious souls. Amen, 
and Amen. 

Jacob's history, in the very commence
ment of it, presents you with a four-fold dis
covery of what Pall calls " THE TRUTH AB IT 
IS IN JEsus :''-there you have-
1. The Certainty of God hearing and answer

ing P1·ayer. 
2. The Divine Sovereignty of God in the 

absolute clioice of His People. 
3. The Great Mystery of the New 13irth ; or 

the passing from death unto life. 
4, The Unceasing Conflict between the flesh 

and the spirit in the spiritual and mystical 
8hulamit,. 
It is plain to be seen from Genesis :uv. 

21, that Isaac was specially a man of prayer: 
he did much business at the mercy-seat. 
Twice in that verse you have the word " in-
treated :" " Isaac intreated the Lord for his 
wife ;" and " the Lord was intreated of 
him; and Ms wife conceived." Jacob, there
fore, as well as his mother, were both 
special answers to prayer. Jacob was con
ceived, brought forth, and 12ursed in the very 
lap of prayer; and whatever befel him, 
whatever you may say against him, how 
much so ever you may see his weaknesses, 
this you shall confess - JACOB (like his 
father) WAS A MAN°0F PRAYER. The whole 
mystery of prayer seems to be found in his 
life, and in the powers of grace which God 
implanted in him ; and yet prayer did not 
precede, but rather followed after, the be
stowment of those mercies wherein was re
vealed the character of JEHOVAH, and 
whereby confidence in him, and gratitude 
toward him, were begotten ; yea, the earnest, 
the first-fruits, of both temporal and eternal 
blessings were showered down upon J acob's 
head, before he apJ.lears to be found in the 
acts of holy worship. See this in the two 
first notes which the inspired penman has 
made of the commencement of J acob's life. 
His going after his father's blessing, pro
ceeded not directly from himself, but from 
his mother-" My son, (said Rebekah), obey 
my voice, according to that which I com
mand thee." She sent him for the kids; 
she made the savor;r meat; she gave it to 
Jacob to take it to his father ; and when Ja
cob argued the matter with her, lest he 
should be doing wrong, Rebekah took the 
whole responsibility upon he1self: "Upon 
me be thy curse, my son: only obey rny 
voice." Away then, went Jacob to his 
father Isaac; and when the good old man 
a.sked him, how it was he had found the ven· 
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eon eo quickly, Jacob answered immediately, 
"Because the LoRD thy God brougM it to 
me." Some have called this a faleehood. I 
nm not certain it was so; for Jacob went 
quickly and found and fetched the kids; his 
mother made them ready, put the dish into 
his bands ; and off with it he walked, In 
the whole of which Jacob acknowledged the 
band of God as having given him that 
wherewith he obtained the blessing. This 
appeared as a pledge that his temporal 
wants should be eupplied ; as they certainly 
were down to the end, according to that 
beautiful anthem which he chaunted, when 
blessing the sons of Jacob, " The God which 
fed me all my life long unto this day-the 
Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless 
the lads." 

But to return again, to shew how God's 
blessing Jacob, preceded J acob's seekiug 
God, we read that soon after Jacob obtained 
the blessing, his father sent him away : 
"Arise, go to Padan-Aram; and God Al
mighty bless thee." Isaao sent Jacob away, 
and he went. Not one word is said about 
Jacob calling upon God, until, "he lighted 
upon a certam place to tarry there all night." 
There, on the stones poor Jacob laid his 
weary head; there he slept; there he dreamed 
a dream; there he saw a vision ; there he heard 
a voice : " Behold a ladder set upon ths earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven ; and be
hold the angels of God ascending and descend
;ng on it. And behold, the Lord stood above 
it, and said, I am the_ Lord God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Isaao," &o. Be
side this glorious vision, what an abundance 
of exceedingly great and precious promises ! 
And all spoken directly from the heart of 
God home to the heart of Jacob, his chosen, 
and beloved, and adopted child. When Ja
cob awaked, with holy surprise he burst out, 
" Surely the Lord is in this place, and I 
knew it not." There and then Jacob first 
set up his altar, vowed his vow, worshipped 
his God, and covenanted to give a tentn of 
all he might possess unto the cause of his 
best, his faithful FRIEND. The God of 
Abraham was the Author of J aoob's faith 
and prayer ; and having begun the good 
Work, he never did that work forsake. 

The vision of the ladder is one in which 
the ancient saints have seen much of Christ 
and his gospel too. It was " ths true lad
der of life ;" he that will go to heaven any 
other way, must erect a ladder himself, and 
go alone, as one bath said ; but this can 
never he. CHRIST 1s THE ONLY WAY. 

Like the ladder Jacob saw, Christ touched 
heaven, in respect of his Divinity; touched 
earth, in respect of his humanity; and joined 
them together by reconciling man to God. 
Old father Gregory said, Christ was 
the only trne Pontifex, or bridge-maker; for, 
~s ~ith_ a bridge, he joined two oppo~tes. 
fh1s will be more correct, if, as the Mille-

narian observeth, CHRIST comes (the second 
time,) upon this earth to reign. But of this 
I nothing more will say, than that hereby 
God revealed unto our father Jacob, the 
mysterious way to Heaven, through the 
incarnation, humiliation, and glorious resur
rection, of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ: and in connection with thia blessed 
view of a new covenant salvation, a fulness 
of every needed mercy is on J acob's head 
and heart bestowed. Jacob had lost or left 
behind him all bis friends; but God says, "I 
wilt be with thee," Jacob had left bis own 
country; but the Lord says, "I will give thee 
this land. Jacob had fallen into poverty ; 
but God says, " Thou skalt multiply, and 
possess the east and tke west." 1 acob had 
become solitary and alone; but God says, 
" The angels shall attend thee all thy journey 
througk." I have written my piece this 
month in the midst of feat perplexity and 
sorrow. Like Jacob, am saying, ".All 
things are against me;" -that my way is 
hid, and my judgment passed by ;-this 
state of things has led me to look much into 
J acob's case ; and before I travel onward far 
amid the signs, I must return to notice still 
further the dealin$'s of God with this ancient 
patriarch, and which will be found in next 
month's V ESSBL, if the Lord will preserve 
your exercised servant, C. W. B. 

LINES 
On the Death of Jfr, Barham, of Had/ow, Kem. 

Weep not dear friends, your father's gone, 
To dwell with Christ, his heavenly Friend, 
To join the blood-bought host above, 
In songs of praise that never end. 
He loved to hear of Jesus' name, 
He loved his truth, he loved his ways, 
And now in rapturous strains above, 
Be celebrates his Saviour's praise. 
He felt himself a bruised reed ; 
His strength alone in Christ he found, 
He often this to me expressed, 
But now he is with victory crown'd. 
Bow calm his mind when sickness seizec1, 
His mo:tal frame, and laid him low, 
No murmur from his lips escaped j 
T'was grace alone that made him so. 
Bis soul was fb.ed on Christ the Rock, 
On works could no dependence pince, 
With death in view, it cheered his heart, 
That souls are saved alone by grace. 
No more he mourns the plague of sin, 
Nor feels his soul ns dark as night, 
Be now is pure, without a stain; 
And dwells with Jesus, clothed in white. 
Clothed in the righteousness of Christ, 
In this he found nccess to God ; 
'].'hough oft while here, his spirit groaned, 
Beneath his Father's chastening rod. 
No more he hears the tempest roar, 
Which oft disturbe<l bis peaceful breast ; 
But all is calm and all serene, 
Be now enjoys eternal rest. 
The Lord indeed to him was kind, 
No torturing pains disturbed his breast, 
He calmly fell asleep in Christ ; 
And entered on his heavenly rest. 
May you through grace live near to Goll, 
And oft his power and goodness see, 
Till called to join your friends above, 
So pra.ys your sincere friend, G. C. 
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... OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES . 
JSEW \'EAR'S-DAY ~ERYICP.S AT 

JAMAICA ROW CHAl'EL, 
BERMONDt-iEY. 

ON New Ye.ars's Day, serYices were held at 
Jamaica ltow Chapel, Bermondsey, with a 
,icw of revi,ing the cause in that place, which 
has been for some time in a low condition. 
thoug·h within t.hc past few months the •tate 
of things has been more encouraging-the 
warmth of the beams of the Sun ofl{ighteous
ncss has reached the spot, and the church has 
been led to hope that the Lord would redve 
his work in the midst of the years, and again 
cause his blessing to rest upon llethesda, that 
she may again grow and cast forth her roots 
as Lebanon. ln the afternoon our brother 
Banks preached froruPsa. xlv. 16. A spirit of 
hearing pervaded the J,'eople, and many found 
it good to be there. 'lea was bountifully sup
plied, and presented by the female members, 
that the proceeds of the tickets might benefit 
the cause. About 130 persons sat down to 
partake of the refreshing be,·erage. We were 
truly glad that our dear brother Stenson was 
sufficiently strong in body to be present, and 
trust he may yet be restored, to labour mal'.y 
)'cars in the vineyard, his remai·ks from the 
chair, shcwed his soul to be prospering and in 
health. Mr. Butterfield, the recently chosen 
pastor of the church, commenced the meeting 
by gi¥in.g out a hymn and engaging in prayer, 
after which Mr. Stenson introduced the sub
ject of the meeting, which was that beautiful 
l'salm, (xiv.) commencing, •· My heart is in
<liting a gcod matter." 

Mr. Pai·ke1· was first called upon to speak, 
which Le did from the 6th verse, dwelling ou 
the authority which Christ mantains in the 
hea,.ts of his people. Mr. Williamson, next 
aJdressetl the meeting, and dwelt on the first 
fi1e Yerses of the Psalm, in a sweet and sa
rnury manner, obsening that the speaker in 
this Psalm is God the .Father, which may be 
seen by the peculiar expression, in the first 
nrse, " 1 speak the things w hieh 1 have made 
toud1.i.ng the king," the speaker also sweetly 
alluded to the grace in the lip, of Jesus when 
he lifted up his eyes to heaven and said " Fa
ther, the hour is come," and "Father, I will 
that they and also whom thou hast given me, 
Le with me where I am, that they may behold 
my glory, which thou hast given me, for thou 
hast love<l them as thou hast loved me, and 
thou lo,·cdst me before the foundations of the 
world," au<l again when he said to bit, diciples, 
"Because I li,,e ye shall live also." Mr. Do
Yey was next called upon, and took a general 
view of the truths contained in the Psalm · 
expressing his_ hope that the people and th~ 
pai:;to~ may enJoy the choicest Ulessiugs from 
ou L1gh, tl:a,t the caw;e may increalje-the 
J'.eu1,le Le echfied, am! the chapel fillecl as in 
fonuer.<lay~, wheu 1Jru~1J1:rity reigned. .Mr. 
Dauk::; lll Lis u::;ual el.lero-etic llla11ner spoke 
il'uw the 16LL v1.;rt:ie, an<l. ~-ewllidcd us 'that in 

the present meeting- and in tl1e neighbourhood 
around, l\e could scc the fulfilment of the tlo
clai·ation, "Instead of the fathers shall come 
np the children." 

lllr. Stenson then implored the blessing of 
the lllost liigh upon the pastor, the ministers 
present, the ohmch\ 11nd the people assembled 
-many presc'lll cou d doubtless echo the lan
g-uag-e o! the Psalmist, "l had· rather be a 
door-keeper in the house of my God, than 
dwell in the tents of wickedness." Savo now, 
we beseech thee O Lord : 0 Lord, we beseech 
thee, send now prqsperity. 

EBENEZER BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
WELLESLEY STREET, STEPNEY, 

DEAR MR. EDITOR.-Believing you to be 
a lover of good things, and loving to dissemi
nate amongst the living family of God, the 
things which most concern them, I. have ta
ken the liberty of writing· you a few lines for 
insertion in your valuable periodical. 

How sweet it is in the dispositions of God's 
providence and grace, here and there on the 
road to make a •land, and like Samuel of old, 
call the name of that place Ebeuezer, saying, 
"hitherto the Lord had helped us." Aud 
truly we can say so concerning the little cause 
at Ebenczer, under the pastoral cai·e of bro
ther Chamberlain, 

On Lord's-day afternoon, Jan. 13th brother 
Bloomfield of Salem Ch&pel, Soho, preached 
to us from Acts ii. 42 •· And they continued 
stedfastly iu the Apostles' doctrine antl fellow
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in pray
ers," and a blessed sermon it was to most of 
us. Our good Brother dwelt principally upon 
the doctrines of the apostles, and the contin
uance therein by the primitive churches; and 
sweet indeed it was to listen, while he was 
enabled 'by the Lord's help to open up and en
large upon what those doctrines were; s_uch 
as the complexity of the person of our gfon?us 
Christ-the utter helplessness and destl~':'tl?n 
of fallen man-of the work of the Spmt rn 
regeneration, and forming Christ in the heart 
the hope of glory; of the presentation of ~he 
elect family, by the Holy Ghost, to Chnst, 
and by Christ, to the Father; and the stead
fast continuance in the saurn while on earth, 
and their safe ard val in eternal glory. Upon 
each of those points, he powerfully dwelt; 
there was a sweet unction with the word, " 
sweet melting of heart, such as I love to feel; 
and I am happy to say there was a goodly 
number to hear. We have reason to bo thank• 
ful to the f1~ends generally, for the collcct10n 
on the occasion, it being our quarterly collec
tion towards the liquidation of the dcbto!' the 
new chapel; and here we have cause agam to 
raioe another Ebenczcr, for the Loru hath do1;1e 
great things for us, both in temporal ancl Ill 
spiritual thing•, whereof we are glad. A_nd 
l am uot ashamed that it should go the w1cle 
world rnuud, •o that all the churchet1 in Christ 
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mny know it-that the llaptist Church under bless his own word,. as proclaimer! by our 
tlw 1H1storal care of our beloved brother Cham• pastor, _to the comfort mg and establishing his 
berluin, can say, in<livi<lually and collectively, people m the truth; also to the callhw others 

"Hero I raise my Ebenezer, out of darkness into his marvellous li;ht and 
Hither by thine help I've come." constraining them by his love to cast in 'their 

Blessed be God we are at peace among our- lot among us, saying, we will go with you for 
selves; and I believe there 1s a striving toge- we believe that God is with you. Twenty 
ther, and an endeavouring to" keep the unity have been added to our number in the past 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace." year, peace and unity bath also been main-

Our beloved pastor is sometimes cast down, tained among us, which we esteem a blessino
be~ause he cannot see the fruit of his labours• from the Lord. The following ministers the;;_ 
I suppose it is because he cannot behold th~ addressed the meeting on given subjects, in a 
thick .trees come tumbling down as often as ho cheerful, yet soul-profiting manner: brethren 
lifts up the axe of God's Word against them: Foreman, Wells, Winslow and Bloomfield; 
but I would have our brother remember the, each one congratulating us as a church, in our 
observation ~he cooper made to his pastor, who: present P?sition,. stating t~at they felt a 
was bemoamng the lack of fruits · the good pleasure m meetmg us agam on the same 
man replied, that there were many woodmen principles of truth, with the same pastor, the 
who coul4 cut do,wn the sturdy oak in the for- ; same deacons, and wit~out the least deviation 
est, but 1t required greater skill to form the I from the same doctrines we held when they 
oak into casks for use. So there are two grand I were with us at our ordination. A spirit of 
points in the gospel ministry: the one to cut unity amongst the ministers, and rejoicino
down and the other to build U,P; but God does , amongst the congregation (which was numer~ 
not always allot to each of his servants both, ous) was manifested throughout the evening, 
kin<ls of work, The acorn may long lie buried , and some said it was the best meeting we ever 
beneath the clod, but eventually there shall i had. It is in~eed a matter of joy to us as a 
be an abundant harvest: "He that goeth forth i church, especially to pastor and deacons, that 
weeping, b_earin~ precio_u~ s_eed, shall d?ubtless f we_ have be~n.thus kept together in p~ce and 
come agam with reJOicmg, bringmg his I umty, "stnvmg together for the faith once 
sheaves with him." Let our brother C. take I delivered to the saints," having no other ob
e,ourage, and not reckon without his host; the ject in view than the glory of God, and the 
God of Israel is our host, and he reckoneth welfare of immortal souls. Our prayer is that 
wisely, he judgeth righteous judgment. I our pastor may still be kept faithful to his 
would say to him and to Br. Bloomfield, and mission as heretofore, in proclaiming the 
to all who blow the gospel trum'fet with a whole counsel of God, and we feel SW'e the 
certain sound, in the language o that good Lord will put honoW' upon his own truth, for 
man, Swaine : he has said, "He that honoW"eth me I will 
" Go on and prosper, for success is sure honour.:' _ 

To him who lifts the standard of the cross Tuesoay Jan. 1, 1_8n6, we held our members' 
With one desio-n alone who wields the annual tea meeting, when most of the 

sword " ' I church assembled together, after partaking of 
Of truth divine, to smite the pow'r of sin. a beautiful tea, our pas~or opened the me~tin$ 
And di·aws his bow with t.hi& fair mark~ by a sho~t a_ddress1 statm~ the _pleasu1:e ,t al-

view- forded him m agam meetmg with us, m peace 
Glory to God-salvation to mankind." and fellowship as a .chW"ch,_ acknowledged 

o th • i.mil' • • the Lord's goodness toward him througheut 
. , . ere 1s a s"'.'eet s anty m what they the past year, in granting him health and 

:,•~!dm h~aven wit~ what th~y s~r on eart~, ability to proclaim among us the unsearchable 
agam they said, .AlleluJah, and agam ' riches of Christ• after which nine or ten of 

we say, " Ebeneze! !'_' the brethren spoke of the goodness of the 
Your 8 In Jesus, S. S. Lord toward them all throuo-h their lives es-

P.S.-On the following Tuesday evening, pecialty of his mercy in st~pping their 'mad 
Jan. 16, our usual quarterly tea meeting took career of sin, and bringing them to his feet to 
place-our pastor presided; several ministers cry for mercy, declaring that they rejoiced 
~ddressed the meeting ; and I trust the even- that they were brought to cast in their lot 
11ng was spent not without some tokens of the among us. It was truly an encouraging meet-

ord's approbation. ing for our pastor to go on proclaiming the 

EDENEZER CilAPELJ 

WEBB ST., BERMONDSEY NEW ROAD 
THE third annual meeting, to commemorate 

the ordination of our pastor, Mr. T. Chivers, 
Was held December 26, 1855. Mr. Bloomfield 
preached in the afternoon, after which, a 
goodly number sat down to a well prepared 
tea. . T~e meeting in the evening commenced 
by smgmg ancl prayer, our senior deacon then 
reud a report of the Lord's goodness towards 
US t~rough the p11st ycur, showing thut our 
prouuse mukin~ and promise fulfilling God is 

, •till fo.lthful, ;,;'.{.much o.s ho h"" conlinuod to 

truth as it is in Jesus: May the Lord grant us 
many such if it be his will, and he shall have 
all the praise. w. STlUNGER. 

PASTOR AND PEOPLE UNITED AND llAPI'Y, A.'.f 

COLCHESTER, IN ESSEX. 
TUE church meeting in the Bible Room 

Lion Walk, hus, durini:- the past year, bee~ 
favored to enjoy a relieving shower of ller
mon's fructifying dew•; the north and suuth 
winds havo blown upon this garden of the 
Lord-the result being, the precious spices of 
grace have flowed forth, to the glory of Zion's 
King. Zion's ehildren,-thc poor, tho halt, 
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the destitute and helpless-have, with joy, fed 
upon the precious pronsions of grace at the 
ministe1ial table, as spread by our beloved 
pa.stor, Mr. F. Collins. The congregation has 
increased from fifty to near 500; nearly forty 
souls have been added to tbe church; and the 
ministry of our brother ha.s been blessed to 
hundreds besides. It is truly affecting at 
times t-0 witness the af'parent unanimous 
reception of the word while preached, and its 
visible effects: the solemn silence, the glisten
ing eye, the copious tear, the praying heart, 
and the joyous smile, all combine to express 
that the gosi:,el is pi-eached not in word only, 
but in power, and demonstration of the 
Spirit. One of the practical effects is the 
liberality of the people: during this year we 
haYc discharged a debt under which we had 
laboured since the opening of the place. 
Many pounds have also been expended during 
the year in the erection of pews, seats, &c., 
which became necessary ; promion for our 
esteemed minister and his family has also 
been made; and now we are free of debt. 
The ministry is one of the old fashion sort : a 
simple, solemn, earnest, proclamation of sal
vation given to all Israel, a.s setting forth the 
everla.sting, electing, unchanging, discriminat
ing love of God the Father; the substitutional 
and sufficient suretyship of God the Son; and 
the effectual work of God the Holy Ghost, in 
oonnncing, humbling, emptying, quickening, 
sanctifying, comforting, and sanng the church 
of God: the unbroken three -fold cord of doc
trinal, experimental and practical religion. 

On New Year's Day a pleasing event oc
cured. About forty of the members met and 
drank tea at the residence of one of the dea
cons (Mr. Chisnell) in the sweetest harmony; 
the friends, truly members of one family1 
enjoyed a cup of tea. After tea the 103ro 
Psalm was sung; an aged brother then en• 
gaged in prayer; at the close of which a 
brother begged permission to speak. He said 
that in consequence of hearing his esteemed 
pastor remark, some months ago, that he 
should like to obtain a copy of Dr. Kitto •s 
Bible, he had privately asked some of the 
friends to assist him in getting it; and was 
happy to inform them he had succeeded, and 
now would band it over to their deacon, to 
present it to Mr. Collins. Mr. Cbisnell ob
served it was with feelings of pleasure he 
met the friends under such happy ciraum
stances ; and with expressions of great kind
ness presented Mr. Collins with the work, in 
two handsome volumes; remarking, it was a 
testimouv of their sincere affection. 

Mr. C~llins said language quite failed him 
to express bis sense of the great and unde
served kindness of his friends, thus sbewn in 
such a valuable form. He would accept the 
favour as an additional testimony of their 
earnest love to the precious gospel of Christ, 
and a pledge of their union to the ministry 
the Lord had committed to him. Mr. C. then 
gave an interesting sketch of the life of Dr. 
Kitto ; and stated the manner in which the 
Lord was ple'.',sed to bring him to Colchester; 
he then reviewed the dealings of the Lord 
with them during the past year, in gladdening 
their hearts by the revival of his work, and 

blessin!\" them with that 1/ence, union nn!l 
prosperity which now prevails. 

Several of the brethren gave vent, in stir
ring words, to the feelings of their hearts, 
expressive of their astonishment at the work 
of the Lord, and provoking one another to 
love and good works. This cheering meeting 
was then closed with singing and prayer ; 
forming one of the happiest seasons of our 
earthly existence. 

We are glnd to say that the VESSEL is sail
ing amongst us; and has been the means of 
picking up some of the Lord's people who 
were in deep waters, so that they have been 
led to rejoice in God their Saviour. 

May our Lord go on to bless ~ and all his 
church, is the prayer of w. EABLEA. 

Jan. 6, 1856. -
REHOBOTH CHAPEL, HORSHAM, 

BUSSBX. 

DEAR Srn,-I have pleasure in informing 
you of the continued peace and prosperity of 
the church of God under the pastoral care of 
our dear paator, MT. E. Mote; who baptised, 
on Lord's-day, December 30th, two believers 
in Jesus, who appeared before the church to 
give a reason of the hope that waa in them, 
which was done satisfactory. Mr. M. took for 
subject, Acts ii. 41. We had some good 
sound remarks, and God evidently blessed tho 
testimony to many present. The new can
didates were received into full communion the 
next Lord's-day. 

How great the grace is, who can tell P 
Thus to crown our Immanuel; 
In acts of faith-in paths be trod, 
And mark'd the way with sweat and blood! 

Your's affectionately, Tnoe. HILL. 

CHARLESWORTH, DERBYSHIRE. 
D:iuA BROTHER.-! am requested b_y some 

of the church of Christ under my minIStry to 
write you, to inform you of the dear Lord's 
work in this little hill of Zion here. The Lord 
in his providence sent me to preach the anni
versary sermons for the chapel last spring, 
when the souls of his dear people seemed to be 
fed, and they, hearing I was not comfortable 
at Manchester, sent me an invitation to come 
and preach the Word of life to them. I ac
cepted their offer, and commenced my labours 
on the first Lord's-day in July with a very few 
people; but God in his mercy blessed the 
Word, so that the congregation has increased 
and now we have more people wh,o ~tten~, 
this chapel than ever bas a~tended ,1t •!nee it 
was built. We had a public tea me~tmg on 
Christmas Day, when, to my surprise, moro 
than 200 sat down to a good tea. After'!"~rds 
we held a public meeting, when Wilham 
Reiley, Esq., presided, an_d five good ad~resses 
were given, and twelve pieces were recited by 
several little children of the Sabbath-school. 
The tea was got up by the teachers of the 
school and the profits amounted to more than 
three pounds, which was given to the minister, 
We have eight or len coming forth to put on 
Christ by baptism; some are fro_m othe1 
churches commg in here. Yours m gospo 
bonds, J. GwurNELL, 

January, 1850. 
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ZOAR CHAPEL, 
PEACOCK STREET, GRAVESEND. 

TnE annual ten meeting was held on Mon
day, J nnuary 7th, 1856. Nearly 200 sat down 
to tea; after which the evening's sweet and 
solemn exercises was opened by singing an 
hymn, and our brother Mr. Mede, solemnly 
implored the presence and blessing of the 
Lord on nil .present, the chapel being crowded 
with an attent;ive audience. 

Mr. Stringer then gave a brief report of the 
progress and prosperity of the cause during 
the past four years nnd a half he has been 
among them-in which time he has baptised 
fifty-five persons on the confession of their 
faith, and five are now candidates for baptism; 
so that the members of the church ( under the 
blessing and power of God) have increased 
from twelve to seventy-two. "What bath 
God wrought?" 

Our brother Lingley, from Meopham, then 
gave us a sweet and profitable address on 
" The grace of God." A verse was sung ; 
when our brother Foreman gave us a delight
ful, solemn and interesting address on " The 
greatness of God." Another verse was sung; 
and our brother Neville, from Sutton-at
Jfone, gave us a grave, good and gl~.ddening 
address on " The goodness of God." A verse 
was _ sung again; and our brother Nichols, 
from Chelsea, gave us a warm, cheerful, soul
exhilerating address on " The glory of God." 
A few remarks followed by Mr. Stringer, on 
these plain, precious and profitable subjects ; 
an hymn was sung, the throne addressed, and 
everyone went peaceably, cheerfully and joy
fully to their respecLive habitations. 

Let persons oppose tea meetings to what 
extent they please; but if they be not too fre
quent, and are orderly and consistently con
ducted, they are calculated to aid the financial 
del.'nrtment of the cause, to increase gos)?el 
umon among real saints, to profit and edify 
immortal souls, and to bring a revenue of 
honour, praise and glory to our great and 
glorious Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. 

" United thus in faith and love, 
In all good works may we abound; 
Till cnll'd to join the church above, 
And with eternal life be crown'd." 

T. STRINGER, 

311emotinls of lleµnrtrh juints. 
MR. DULLEY. 

My BELOVED BROTHER :-I have mournful 
news to tell you. Our dear brother Dulley 
departed this life at six o'clock on Tuesday 
last, to join the churoh triumrhant above. He 
could not converse much durlllg his affliction, 
(but his mind appeared calm, happy, and 
composed,) on 11.ecount of his throat being so 
sore and his cough so very trying, and for the 
last fow days ho had the thrush, so that ho 
could only whisper. The last time that I saw 
him ho was very comfortable in his mind. 

"Ah, my brother," he eaid, "that promise has 
not worn out that the Lord spake to me thirty 
years ago;" remarking, "I am still sup
ported." It is remarkable how little he was 
troubled about earthly things, but still he 
seemed to care for Zion; he seemed still to 
have its welfare at heart; and he expressed 
but very little desire to get better. I read 
Psalm xxvii. and prayed with him, and at part
ing he put out his hand and said, " Good 
bye, my brother, good bye, my brother, this 
has been a refreshing season." I thought I 
should have seen him again, but I was pre
vented. A little while before his departure, 
be bid them all in the room good bye and 
shook hands with them, and was heard to 
say, "Happy!-Happy!-Glorious!" and 
seemed as though he wanted to repeat that 
hymn, 

"All hail the power of Jesu's name." 
He made several efferts, but was so low that 
he could not be heard distinct. In alluding 
to his children who were absent, he Sil.id, 
"Tell them that I am going to glory." 

Th us you see the Lord has again broke into 
our ranks: three members have been removed 
from us during the last nine months. The 
Lord has spoken thrice to us ; and, oh, that 
the Lord may gather others to fill up their 
places in the church here below. It is rather 
remarkable, that for five years and a half 
there were no deaths in the church, and the 
last nine months three should have been 
removed. Believe me your's truly in the 
Lord, W. WILSON, Pastor. 

Wooburn Gt'een, Bucks., 
Jan. 20, 1856. 

SAMUEL CARTER. 

ON Friday, the 7th of December, 1855, died 
at his residence, Gravesend, in the 94th year 
of his age, Mr. SAMUEL CA.RTER, an old disci
ple. He was the first ever baptised, and 
received into church communion, in the Old 
Baptist Meeting in that place. Being removed 
by Providence, to the Borough of Southwark, 
he became 11. member of Unicorn Yard Meet
ing, Tooley-street, then under the pastoral 
care of Mr. Thomae Hutchings; was 11. member 
of that church upwards of 40 years, and filled 
the office of deacon for several years, and 
"walked worthy (both as member and deacon) 
,,f the high vocation wherewith he was called." 
After filling a situation in the service of Dawson 
and Sons in Southwark, now in the Old Jewry, 
City 53 'years, as a most faithful, honest, ser
vant the now present head partner, and his 
master, considering his Rife, and infirmity 
drawing on, kindly and to h_1s honor, settled a 
pension of 10s. per week, which he has received, 
with many other kind tokens of respect, with
out intermission for this 18 or 20 years. This 
gave place to his removal to Meopham, Kent, 
from thence to Gravesend, where he ended his 
days, and died in peace ; giving every one who 
witnessed his last three or four days, a full 
satisfaction that ho has entered that place 
where "the wicked cease from troubling and 
the weary are at rest.:• 
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REVIEWS. I srqncl t.o t:l,c "Fallacies of tT,e Fac1tl~y." 
Il,v Samncl Dickson, M.D. Foul'th Edition 

The Baptist Chu,·clies of tlie Midland Asso- rnlnqrcd. Lon,lon: Simpkin, Mnl'sholl and 
ciation. Co. Doctol's of Mcdioinc, o.s well l\3 Doctors 

WE cerlsinly feel a curious and special inte1·- : of l)i"inity, aro all at Will' one with anothe1•; 
est in the rise and progress of nil those, ornl it appears to be ns hnl'd a pt'oblem as to 
churches in whoso midst the nrk of the COVi- what, will cure th0 bod_y, as it is, with tens of 
nant,, an,l the st.andarrl of the cross is found. 1.lt•ntsau<.ls, an agitated question, as to whn~ 
"With this feeling we have looked into a neat , "ill ·cure the soul. This half-crown royal 
little ,·olumc just isrncd, entitled, "The His- "ctavo is har,lly iu Olli' line; but it comes to 
tnrv of the Midland Association qf the Baz,- " 8 neatly clothed, and asks, "Can you speak 
tist C'lrnrches, from its rise in 1655 to 185G. ~~ kin,·l 1:'01·d for me ?" Om· Rnswer is_ this-
4·c. n, \YrLt.B" STOKES. The Yolume i, We will ca,-efully 1,ear, ,good D,•. Dickson, 
publish0ccl by R. Theobal<l, Paternoster Row; ; wli~~ you 1,a~6 to sa,11 {, aoo to tli• best of OU!' 
an<l in Birmingham, by 'l'. w. Showell. The ab,lit.'I_ wo wi(l speak. From a hasty glance, 
excellent aut-hor, l\fr. \'Villi am Stokes, of; wo believe this a pamphlet of grea~ value, to 
N cwall's Building·,, Manchester, will forward i persons who have any regard for their outward 
a copy per post to any dircrtiou. '\\Ye kn(_)w man. 
but little, from personal arqua;ntance, of the -------------------
real character and condition of the churches I Lines occasioned by the Doatli of 
in the mi<lhmd counties: l,ut this volume will 1 

furnish us. and the Chrtslian family generally, I MR. JAMES RAYNSFORD, 
with a large 3:mount of informa( ion, illustra- Ministel' oftl•• Gospel, late of Horsl,a,n 
t1,e of the principles and practices of these Sussex ' 
Midland Churches. We are safe in sayin!? h t " . t "l ' , . "··. 
the author has rendered !?reat service in the w " en e!'eu, in ° er,.,, ess rest, auo11t miumght, 
production of this volum.;'. It will be found Dec6mbe'l' 25th, 1855, 
e:,;:ceedingly useful to young pastors, an,l to 
the deacons and leading members of churches 
who are not favoured to have such ministers 
•ettled over them a.s well understand the 
government and domestic arrangements of "a 
Christian community. To such persons, as a 
book of reference, this volume will be con
stantly useful. The volume contains an Essay 
on Creeds, Historical Articles, Sketches of 
Churches, Memoirs of Ministers, Letters to 
Associatioru;, Confessioru of Faith, and a host 
of other supplementaries. We hope more 
closely to e=ine the work another day. 

" The Life of Mal'tin Luther." By M. 
Michelet. Translated by G. H. Smith. Lon
don, published by W. H. Collingridge, City 
Press, Long Lane. We shall never lack a 
suppl_, of good books any more while Mr. Coll
ingridge lives, and "the City Press," and" the 
Bonmahon Printing School" are so prolific. 
We have frequently wished that we could do 
for the Church what some men are doing fur 
the world: that is, to issue some of the best 
of works at the lowest possible prices ; so that 
the Christian cottager might have his lil,rary, 
as well as the Christian gentleman. This 
desideratum is now fast accomplishinjl', The 
present edition of :Martin Luther 1s of a 
superior ;_character. The Introduction says, 
"Hitherto all that has been shown of Luther 
is his battle with Rome. We give his whole 
life, his struggles, doubts, temptation, conso
lations," &c., &c. Martin Luther will never 
die so long as such pencil portraits and typo
graphical memoirs of him, as this, are in exis
tence. We should oheerfully write a few 
chapte,,s on his life, and draw out some of the 
most pr0tninent features of his character, for 
the benefit of that huge class of our readers 
who cannot even purchase this cheap edition; 
but tossed upon the wild tempest as we are, 
we must make nu promises. 

The ,; Destructive "1rt of HtJaling ;" a 

JAMES RHNSFORD's gone to join the host 
Of saints and angels bright; 

On Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
He gazes with delight. 

Lament, ye Christians, not for him, 
You for yourselves may weep; 

His soul does in an ocean swim
His body is asleep. 

Lament, because that brilliant star, 
Which in the twilight shone 

On congregations nea.r and far, 
Now from your view is gone. 

Lament, because the star is set, 
And hidden from your sight; 

Rejoice! he shines much orighter yet 
In yonder world of light. 

Lament, ye Christians, ye have lost 
A teacher, and a guide; 

While you are left on oceans toss'd, 
To stdve 'gainst wind and tide. 

Lament, ye Christians, unto whom 
His ministry was. blest; 

Who travel now in ev'ning gloom, 
In search of endless rest, 

Lament, believers, who have felt 
• The glorious truths he preach'd; 

The love of Christ your hearts did melt, 
Your inmost souls it reach' d. 

Lament, because the Lord romovea 
The preachers of his grace ; 

Because, alas! it often proves 
No better till• their place. 

Lament the loss of such a friend; 
But on his vart, rejoice; 

His song shall never have an end, 
Nor weak shall be his voice. 

:lo'ewick, Sussqx, Jonlll' Il1s11, 
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MAZZAROTJI: 
on, 

TIIE TWELVE SIGNS IN THE BIBLICAL REA YENS. 

I LEFT my reader, last month, at the en
trance of a brief review of " THE FIRST 
srnN-tfie 1welve Sona of Jacob." That Ja
cob and his eone were representative, or typi
cal characters, is not, I believe, disputed. 
Benjamin Keach says, Jacob was a type of 
Chrtst, in four particulars. I think our 
good friend Benjamin is rather meagre here; 
still he leads me to observe, 1, .As a sup
planter, Jacob put Esau aside, and took 
his place ; and there is a sense in which our 
Lord took the piace of another. His 
church might be said to be cast into prison, 
as a transgressor; and being found guilty, 
the sentence of death was passed upon her ; 
the curse of a broken law laid upon ner; and 
the sword of Divine Justice was unsheathed, 
and hanging over her head, Jesus, the God
man, comes to her help. He enters the dun
geon where the church did lay. He takes 
off her prison garments, and clothes himself 
with the same. He takes her curse, her sin, 
her shame, her wrath, her death, her all that 
was dreadful-delivers her from death, by 
laying down his life - by pouring out his 
soul-by the shedding of his blood-and by 
receiving, instead of her, the black, the 
bitter cup of wrath : hence the great Doctor 
of Divinity, in the first apostolic churches, 
dared to write such golden letters, such glo
rious sentences, such undeniable words of 
life as these-" There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them that are in Ch,·ist 
JesUJJ, w/10 wq,lk not after the flesh, but after 
tfte Spirit." " Christ hatft redeemed us 
from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us." And these declarations, or 
new covenant doctrines, were as clearly re
vealed, and as fully stated by the prophets, 
as by the apostle. Isaiah's 53rd chapter, 
and Paul's 8th to the Romans, are in nowise 
different. SunsTITUTION, as the procuring 
cause of SALVATION, was Paul's theme; it 
Was was no less Isaiah's. He says of the 
suffering Saviour - "He hatft borne oitr 
griefs, and carried our sor,·owa : he was 
wounded for our transgressions ; he. was 
bruised Jo,· our iniquities : the chastisement 
of 01,r peace was upon him : WITH HIS 
STRIPES WE ARE HEALED, THE 101<0 HATH 
LAID UPON HIM TH'E INIQUITIES OF us ALL," 
These were borne away ; and by him life 
and immortality were brought to light. In 
a multitude of instances, J acob'e typical cha
racter might be noticed ; but I wish to ad
Vll'llce one step forward, and examine the 
names given to Ja.cob's sons-the heads of 

VoL. XII.-No. 133. 

THE TWELVE TRI81!s-for these twelve sons 
were historical and figurative portraits of tLe 
characters who make up the visible church, 
or working family of mankind, on earth ; 
and a close attention to the Biblical account 
of their origin, possessions, works, and ways, 
may be useful. 

Two things may be prefaced here. 
Racfiel was J acob'e lawful, loving, only wife. 
JosEPH and BENJAMIN were the only sons of 
that union; and while of all the other sons, 
most remarkable events are recorded, still, 
the most exalted blessings were voured upon 
the heads of Joseph and Benjamm. 

The sickness and death of Mr. Skelton ; 
and other unavoiJable labors, compel me to 
defer "THE NAMES OF J Aeon's soNs," until 
next month. I will therefore close this 
month, with the following remarks, respecting 

THE LATE WILLIAM SKELTON. 
MY LAST INTERVIEW WITH BROTHER 

SKELTON-HIS DEATH-AND A BRIEF 
BECORD OP TKE FIRST WEEK'S WORK 
AFTEB REACHING :MY FIFTIETH YEAR. 
Reaiing Station, F•o. 16.-Another week 

is nearly fled. As I journey home I will en
deavor to say a few words to my readers, 
calling their attention to such portions of the 
Word as have recently been a help to me
and to such events as I have witnessed in the 
places where I have labored in the Lord's 
namo. 

Last Lord's-day morning, I commenc64 my 
fifty-first year; and I hope ever to remember 
that day with gratitude to the Giver of c.11 
that is good. So many Scriptures thnt morn
ing rolled into my mind, and such holy beau
ties appeared to be revealed by them, that I 
could fix upon none long enou~h to frame a 
discourse. At the appointed tune, I walked 
on steadily to chapel, in deep medita!ion; 11 

few moments before I entered the pulpit these 
words came with a certainty to my soul
" By me if any man enter in, IIE 8IIllL DE 
SAVED; and shaU go in and ottt! a~d jinrl 
pasture." These served for a. mornmg s text: 
.and a good degree of liberty was enjoyed. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, as tho med1ator1al 
Door of entrance into the covenant of grure
into the worship of Go~-in_to tho vi_sible 
church-and into fello1vsh1p with the srunts; 
the certainty of our salvation, and the blessed 
privilege of finding pasture-(some sweet r,·st 
and holy food)-whether fovored to go into 
tho banquetting house, or called to go out in 
the labors of love and the fightings of faith
these were the things spoken of, and I llupe 
enjoyed. 

There ia a sml\ll flock of sheep grazing un-
D 
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der the ministerial c1tre of Mr. Gosling, in 
tho High Street, Lower N or,tood; thither I 
went in tho aft,crnoon, through mud and 
mire, to speak of the church's earnest cry,
" Lct my Beloved. come foto /,is garden, and 
eat his plea,sar,t ft-uits," Returning home
ward, for the eS"ening service, these words 
were sweeUy sealed home--" For Ch,-ist is 
not ente,-ed into the holy places made with 
ha11ds, ,ohich are the figures of the true; 
but into REA TIN ITSELF-there to appear in 
the p1·ese11ce qf God FOR US." I can truly 
sa", the gospel, the Saviour, and the Lord's 
dear people, appeared more precious than 
eS"er. The next day, we had the opening 
meeting of brother Messer's chapel, in Parlia
ment Court, Artillery Lane; and on Tuesday 
morning, I went with haste to visit my long
lo'<'ed brother Skelt,on, the late pastor of West 
End Baptist Chapel, Tring, who, while on his 
journey from Trmg to ~ading, to preach, 
was seized with death, and I saw him, con
'l'erse,I with him, and prayed for him, only a 
few hours before his departure. I never saw 
a man so suddenly brought down before. He 
was perfectly sensible, and quiet, although 
darli: in his mind, and evidently desirous of 
being raised again that he might still proclaim 
the glorious gospel of his Sa'l'iour God. He 
spoke but little: one sentence was very em
phatic: he said, '' I feel if I ever were per· 
mitted to enter the pulpit again, I should fill 
it with floods of tears-with tears of grati
tude to the Lord." He told me of the great 
distress he was in as regards his circumstan
ces, and his family; and I am sure the cauee 
at Tring lay much upon his heart. Before 
I left him, he requested me to bow my knees 
in prayer; and in that solemn exercise, I was 
enabled to co=it him and his into the hands 
of the Lord. I bade him farewell, not with
out some hope that I might again see his face 
in the flesh. Soon after I left, he begged his 
dear wife to read the first chapter of the 
prophet Nahum : she did so: he then, with a 
strong voice, and some freedom, called upon 
the name of the Lord. Nothing particular 
occurred after this. .A.bout 3 o'clock the next 
morning, he took his medicine, asking the 
Lord to bless it; and laid down, and fell 
asleep in death, without one struggle, sigh, or 
groan. His last Sabbath in the ministry was 
in his own pulpit, at Tring, the last Lord's
day in January. On that day, he preached, 
baptised, received the newly-baptised into the 
church, administered the Lord's Supper, and 
preached again in the evening. When he 
came publicly to close up the services of that 
nay, very emphatically he addressed the Lord 
in thanksgiving, and said,-" Oh, Lord, this 
has been with us a high day indeed, We ha,ve 
this day en:joyed and observed ALL tl,e o~di
nances of thine house." He little thought 
tbat was the last time he would observe them 
age.in on earth. 

On the following Wednesday, he left home, 
and ca~e to London, being engaged to preach 
at Re~dmg, on the following Lord's-day; hill 
old fnend, M.r. St. Julien, had kindly invited 
him to stay a day or two with him at his 
house in the Carlton Road Villas. To that 
friend's house he came, and there he died. 

On Monday, Feb, 18th, we c1m-ied his mor
tal remains to Hig·hgate Cemetery ; nnd in 
the silent grave laid his weary tabemncle to 
rest, until that morning when the dead in 
Christ shall first arise. In speaking to the 
friends, mourners, and people assembled on 
th11t occasion, three Scriptures presented 
themselves to my mind, as truthfully illus
trative of the character, the minillterial 
labors, and the final rest of the late 
William Skelton. 

The first, very descriptive of his character, 
was 2 Cor. xi. 6-" Though I be rude in 
speech, 11et not in knowledge; but_ we ha'IJe 
been thoroughly made ma11ifest among you in 
all tMngs." 

Three things here spoken by Paul of him
self will well apply unto our departed bro
ther :-there was a rudeness, or harshness in 
his speech unpalateable to many; but there 
was a soundness of knowledge in Divine 
things, and the manifestation of a real con
vei·sion to God, and a true devotedness in the 
cause of' God, which even those who had 
known him for twenty years, or more, could 
never dispute or question. 
. The second Scripture was Luke xiii. 22-,;
" He went through the cities and 'IJillages, 
teaching, and journeyiny toward Jerusalem." 
In Devonshire, in Kent, in .Suffolk, in Berk
shire, Lancashire, Hertfordshire, and 
nearly all 'Parts of this kingdom, this was 
true of William Skelton, No man ever 
persevered more in preaching the gospel than 
our departed brother did. Truly, it was 
" through cities and villages;" in chapels, in 
cottages, in barns, in ma,rket places, in 
streets, and in bye-ways, yea, in all places 
poor William lifted hie voice to preach the 
gospel. To what extent he was useful, no 
man on earth can tell. .A. suffering martyr 
to the cause he was. But the words spoken 
of Stephen will do to close up. his mortal 
career with-{Acts vii. 60)-" When he had 
said this, he fell asleep." The last words he 
publicly spoke from are written in Isaiah 
xlix. 13-16-" Sing, 0 heavens I and be 
joyful, 0 earth I and break forth into sing
ing, 0 mountains I for the Lord 7,atl, com• 
forted his people, and will have mercy upon 
his afflicted," <S'c,, &-c. ; and " When he had 
said this, he.fell asfeep." 

William Skelton' s ministerial life was a 
hard fight, but a good one: he kept the faith, 
and now the crown of life, we trust, he has 
received. May the Lord raise up for the bereaved 
church at Tring, a faithful, fruitful pastor! 
and may the widow find a Husband, and the 
children a father, in tho mighty God of 
Jacob, 

I had purposed noticing some things which 
have eome under my observation recently 
while visiting some parts of Bucks, and 
Berkshire; but I must occupy no more room, 
than briefly to state that our esteemed bro
ther, Henry Langham, (who has bee~ t_he 
means of reviving the cauee at Squrrries 
Street, Bethnal Green2J is now laid aside from 
his work by illness. i:;urely our churches are 
villited with a heavy hand. May the Lord 
keep us faithful until death. So prays, 

CHARLES w ATERS BANKS, 
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EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS. 
LETTER XXI, 

My good Theophilus, in my eighteenth letter 
to you I ho.ve ehewn in who.t sense it is the 
tJ;uty of all men to believe o.nd obey God ; that 
while it is the duty of man to o.ct accordin~ to 
the light given to him, yet tho.t this prinCiple 
of human duty is o. principle quite distinct 
from that of regeneration, Regeneration ie 
the work of God, o.nd of God only; it ie even 
as much the work .of God as tho.t of raising 
the body from the deo.d; indeed the one ie 
made the po.ro.llel illustration of the other
the change is no less wonderful and great; 
witness the dry bones, Ezek. xxxvii. But this 
is so close a matter, that the enemy adopts 
every possible means of evading and pervert
ing the same. Once admit that it is the tl;uty 
of man sa;vingvu to believe in Christ, and 
you at once reduce regeneration to a mere 
nominal thing, and the work of delusion can 
go prosperousl,r on, even where all the sound 
and high doctrines of grace are, in the letter 
of them, preached. But what of this r It 
makes the delusion only the more powerful; 
it catches the unwary traveller; it is a way 
that seemeth right unto man, but the end 
thereof ie death, even the second death. 
These men, what they call, preach to sinners, 
but they do not preach the truth to them, for 
they speak to them as though they were not 
already condemned-as though the sentence of 
condemnation were not already passed upon 
them-as though they were not already 
(q,iritual¼!) in prison-as though the Sa
viour were wishing them to come to him, 
(though himself bath so.id, none can come, 
except it were given him of my father,) and 
damning them for not coming. It ie even 
worse than going to the condemned cell and 
telling a culprit that he is invited to leave his 
cell, o.nd if he do not shake off his chains, kill 
the jailor, and get out of his prison, he will be 
put to death for not doing this. Now, al
though this would be adding mockery to 
misery, yet the criminal not being litero.lly 
dead, ma.y make some little stir in this matter, 
and ~eradventure may (as some have actually 
done) make his escape, but he would be a. 
criminal still-a.a I fear thousands of pro
fessors are, who escape, ( and so far so good) by 
a. decent profession of religion, the grosser 
profanities of the world, but who· still carry 
with them a latent and refined, but keen 
enmity, ago.inst new oovenant, vital, har
monious truth-they are criminals still. 

But the dead ie worse off spiritually, as to 
his real state, than the crimmal, for being 
spiritually dead, he is unconscious of hie real 
state before God; nor can any but God him

. self make him truly conscious of his real state; 
and for this. reaeon, that none but God can 
quicken the dead-a. sinner, dead and bound 
in stronger chains than those of the literal 
criminal, enclosed in a stronger cell, and 
guarded by a stronger officer, and will be 
co.lied to judgment by a stronger and a surer 
law: yet such are to be told that they aro con
demned for not coming to Christ, as though 
they were not condemned already : " He that 

believeth shall be saved," but "faith is the 
gift of God;" and "He that believeth not, the 
wrath of God al>ideth on him," and he must 
await the judgment to come. 

Now you have seen, by my eighteenth letter 
to you, that I leave no room for men to excuse 
themselves in what they know to be wrong; 
but their state ae dead sinners before God is 
another thing: this is that which no one can 
deal with rightly unless he, by Divine teach
ing, knows what that state is. But you may 
say, What, then, are not sinners to be spoken 
to at all r Are not ministers to speak to sin
ners r I answer-Yes; only let them preach 
the truth to them : the gospel ie truth, and 
the gospel is to be preached to every creature, 
.only let it be the gospel; that is, let it be the 
truth: "His Word is truth." But men have 
but very little faith in the truth; they are 
more of the sentiment of the rich man in hell. 
Send one from the dead, and frighten them, 
and then they will repent. And so, having 
no faith in God's truth, they at the end, 
especially of their sermons, try to be very 
eloquently awful, telling men all sorts of olcl 
wives fables, in order to convert them, and 
they are always more outrageously zealous in 
this, than in any other part of their sermons ; 
feeling, I suppose, that, as the iron is blunt, 
they must put to more strength. Now the 
reaUty of this duty-faith part of their sermons 
amounts to this, that it ie one of the most 
feasible, and, to the flesh, one of the most 
powerful apologies the enemy could devise, for 
having in the previous part of the sermon said 
so much in favor of eternal truth, and they do 
hereby nicely, and neatly, avoid the offence ·of 
the cross, for when this under current of uni
vereo.liem breaks out, it does away with all 
danger of their being co.lied Antinomians, and 
thus it ie "the lines have fallen to them in 
pleasant places, and they have a goodly heri
tage "-such lines as they are, and such an 
heritage as it is ! But the poor and the needy 
have waters of a full cup wrung out to them. 
Their name is cast out as evil; and thus
" Strait is the ~ate, and narrow ie the way 
that leadeth to life, and few there be that find 
it;" while, wide ie this duty-faith gate, and 
broad is this false-charity way, which learleth 
to destruction, and many there be which go 
in thereat. And many, very many, follow 
these pernicious we.ye, by reason of whom the 
way of truth is evil spoken of; for their feasi
ble system would deceive, if it were possible, 
even God's own elect. 

I will here lay before you the doctrine, 
purpose, and manner of life of one of the most 
useful sermons ever preached-I mean, the 
sermon preached on __ the Da:r '?f Pentecost, 
and recorded in Acts u. And 1t is a remarka
ble thing, that it takes its tones from Divine 
sovereignty ; in other words, from eten,a l 
election. All ie in accordance therewith. 
No softenings; no adopting another gospel, in 
order to convert sinners; nor did the people 
who were oonverted truly by God's gospel 
adopt another gospel, but abode stedfo.stly in 
the apostle's doctrine ; they did not adopt 
another gospel, until deceivers crept in among 
them. 

Now, of the work done on this Day of 



56 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, [MARCIi 1, 1856. 

Pcntec0St,, who W88 tho first beginner -
mllll or God? Those who were true disciples, 
,_-ho first constituted them disciples? Who 
was it that turned his h1md upon them, anrl 
gathered them together into one place ? W 110 

kept t-hem waiting, and praying "'ith one ac
cor,l ? And when the Day of Pe.nteMst. WI\S 

fully come, when did Peter begin usefully to 
preac:,? ,~·as it before the Holy Ghost came 
upon them-or after P And what, when ho 
did preach, were the doctrines by which the 
three tL,ousands were converted to God P We 
";]] see. 

The first- doctrine was that of Divine faith
fulness to Di dne prediction. " This is that 
which was spoken by the prop'..:et Joel?" 
Hero, then, is a rlcfinite prophecy, and defi
nit.eh- fuifilled. Here is the Spirit poured out 
upon all flesh; but the "all flesh " will mean 
simply, young and old, male and female, Jew 
and Gentile - all orllers and conditions of 
men ; and those upon whom the Spirit was to 
be pol.ll"ed, were to prophecy or to testify
that is, to testify of what the Lord had done 
for them ; and they were to see visinos ; that 
is, have revelations of eternal mercy by Chrisi 
Jesus made to them ; and old men were to 
dream dreams-that is, were, like the pro
phets of old, to be favored with mllllifestat10na 
of glory, like Jacob going to Padan A.ram; and 
BO they would see heaven open, and the angels 
or messengers of God ascending and descend
ing upon the Son of Man. No duty.faith 
here. 

The time of the prophecy'• fulfilment is 
marked by notes clear and distinct. There 
were to be wonders shewn in the heavens; 
and what wonders were shewn in the heav-
enly places during the Saviours life of sorrow, 
are recorded ; how he was honored at Jordan, 
on the Mount of Transfiguration, and at Jeru· 
•alem, when, for the third time, the voice 
came from ~eaven, saying, "Thie is my be
loved Son, m whom I am well pleased." 
And what wonders were shewn in the heavens, 
when he ascended in all the wonders that- he 
had done P And if, _as I think, we may take 
heaven here to mean not only heaven above, 
but also the oeavenly or New Testament dis· 
pensation, then what wonder• did the Saviour 
and the apostles shew in this dispensational 
hea,en? These wonders, then, are one of the 
notes-one of the signs of the time of the fol• 
filment -0f this prophecy. Another note, or 
sign of the time which was to follow upon the 
fulfilment of this prophecy, was the destruc. 
tion of the Jewish nation-blood, and fire, and 
pillars of smoke; and which awful signs took 
place to the very 'etter. Torrents of blood 
were shed ; the temple was burned to the 
ground, and pill .. ro of smoke closed the scene; 
and thus was the sun of the Jewish nation 
turned into darkness, and its moon eclipsed; 
end this was done testimoniall-;y, before the 
Day of Pentecost arrived. 

The "Postle having closed this part of his 
re:-mon, goes on :°ext tu shew how entirely the 
character, and hfe, and death, and resurrec
tion of Jesus of Nazareth answered to Old 
Testament prediction conrerning him. First 
in his character: " I furttaw the Lord alway; 
Lefore my lace." Or, as Psalm xvL has it-

"I set the Lord always beforo me," Nono 
but the Sl\dour himsolf answei·s to this. 
"'hat, Christ.inn on earth can say, "I fo'l'eaa,o 
the Lord always;" "I have set tho Lord al
ways before me?" No man who knows his 
own heart, dares to say this. 

And then in his death; his life was not Jeff; 
in the grave, neither did his flesh see corrup
tion. And then the apostle goes on to his ex
altation-that he is at God's right hand 
until his foes become his footstool. "Thereforo 
let all the house of Israel know assuredly that 
God bath made that same Jesus whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ." 

Now here is a straightforward testimony of 
Divine truth; the whole of it resting upon 
Divine appointment and Divine power; all 
governed by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of ~od; all the confidence of 
the apostle is in God's truth; and he bears 
testimony unto the truth. And when they 
heard Peter's exposition of Old_ Testament 
truth, as falfilled in the Person, and life, and 
death, and resurrection, and ascension, and 
glory, and power of Christ, they were pricked 
in the heart. 

Now, all this savours of eternal election. 
Hereisachosenwork to bedone:theHolySpirit 
is to be given; here is a chosen people- to be 
partakers of the Spirit; here •is a chosen 
Saviour, divinely chosen, and ordained to a 
chosen w01·k; here is a chosen time for the 
Holy Spirit to be poured out ; here is a chosen 
place--it was to be at Jerusalem; here is a 
chosen preacher to preach the sermon; and 
David was the chosen man .to put the sub
stance of the Pentecostal sermon upon record, 
and which was to stand as the sixteenth 
Psalm ; and on the Day of Pentecost the 
apostles were enabled to speak sixteen differ-
ent languages. , 

And why, out of the numbers present, 
were there about three thousand only pricked 
in the heart P Who was it that gave life• 
giving power to the gospel trumpet P Who 
was it that went with these whirlwinds of the 
south? Who was it that directed these light
ning-like arrows to the hearts of these par
ticular persons? And who was it that ren
dered these arrows effectual in the hearts of 
these three thousand ? And was it llllY fault 
of the others that they were not so pricked in 
the heart? Verily, no: it would be false, and 
a mere mockery, so to say. Look back, then, 
my good Theophilus; look again at my eight
eenth letter to you, and you will there see 
that their fault did not consist in not having 
that saving faith, and that repentance unto 
salvation which God alone can bestow, and 
which Jesus is exalted a Prince and a Saviour 
to give. 

My eighteenth letter to you shews, then, I 
say, in what their fault did consist, and 
which 1 will not again enter upon here. Not 
that this is so unimportant a mntter a~ may 
seem at first sight. I think thnt you w1ll not 
reckon it a light thing to belie the God of 
truth; although this is just what every fre~
willer, and yea and nay gospel in the world, J.8 

every day doing. 
Again, I say, what were the doct~nes ~y 

which theso three thousand wore pricked Ill 
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the heart P The nnswer to this question is this untoward generation." Now, how were 
plain and clear. J 11St ask yourself what these believers, for they were now believers 
nre the truths, the doctrines, contained how then were these believer; to aa,,e them~ 
in the 16th Psalm? for these are the truths as selves from that untoward generation, from 
carried out and established by the Saviour; which generation grace had now separated 
these are the truths by which three thousand them; how I say were they to do this? if 
4t once were brought to know the Lord? you will listen for a moment I will tell you, 
But men have very little faith in these truths; or rather the word of God shall tell you. 
they preach them up to a certain point, simply Here it is, l Tim. iv. 16, "Take heed unto 
becau110 they find them in the Bible; but thy,elf, and unto the ,l,,cwine, continue in 
their real confidence is in their duty-faith de- them, for in doing this, thou shalt both save 
partment. Here their zeal rises to the boiling thyself and them tb.at hear thee, an<l they 
point; here, they tell us, they could cry their did continue stedfaatly in the apostles doc
eyes out of their sockets for the conversion of trine, (now do not forget, 16tb. Psalm,) snd 
souls. These are great words, with great fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
poverty of meaning, while the truths of the prayers." Nor was there one among them 
gospel ue put quietly back, with, "Never that refused to be baptised; and thus they 
mind, DEA.R FRIENDS! do not trouole yoitr· stood a gospel-formed people, walking with 
sefoes about election!'' and so they wrap it one accord in the liberty of the g,,spel; and 
up. Indeed, so far from their having any so saved themaelvcs from a confederacv with 
ltod-honoring confidence in God's truth, they the truth-perverting generation arom,i! them, 
have the blindness, tb.e effrontery, the daring, and as tb.ey thus honored the Lord, b.e b.onor
tb.e arrogance, to say. that the doctrine of ed them, and even go.ve them honor in tb.e 
electing grace too much preached is danger- sight of the people, yes, evel't" the worl<l, 
ous ! l as though any of the blessed truths of' though it hates our principles, is constrained 
tile gospel could be too clearly, and too promi- sometimes to admirn our decision of character 
nently set forth. Well, for me they are wel- and conduct. 
cocne to all their duty-faith trash; for trash To lose our confidence in God's blessed 
it is, clothe it with what gravity or awfulness truth, his covenant gospel, ,vould be to fall 
they may. My soul can never more be awed from our first love, a.s some at this time evi
by it. Of God's blessed Word of grace, my dently have done, and if we take away or hide 
soul would ever stand in awe, and sin not; under a bushel the candle of trutb., we must 
but tho doctrine of dut,Y-faith, or, which is the not be surprised at the candlestick being re
s!lme thing, the doctrine that men are ulti- moved out of its place, yes, the true church, 
mately condemned for not having - saving the golden candlestick, will be satisfied with 
faith-this doctrine I throw to Paul's dung no other light but the light of new covenant 
heap, and do count it but dung, that I may truth ; true Christians will soon depart from 
win Christ, and be found in him. that Ministry which departs from them. .And 

Nothing, my good Theophilus, can make if we leave the truth, we leave the true power 
me happy concerning you, but seeing you of godliness, and when men have the form 
valiant for the truth; not for contention's and deny the power of God's truth, and sub
eake, but for love to the truth; for have what stitute in the place thereof what is called the 
you may, if you have not the love of the " preaching to sinners' system," the sooner 
truth, you will surely be damned. we turn from such the better, lest they bring 

But let us come back for a moment to our us into their ownfeasible delusions, so testi-
th~ee thousand friends. Now, as they were fies .A LITTLE O~E. 
pricked in the heart, and their former religion 
was hereby slain within them, and before their 
eyes, they were natw·ally at a loss which way 
t? look, or what to do ; they became living, 
smcere enquirers in the way to Zion. Well 
the Apostle meets them with, " repent, and 
be baptised, every one of you in the 11a11,e of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of your sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost,, "Repent'' here means "change:'' as 
t~~ugh he had said, Give up your former po
sition altogether; and humble yourselves 
~efore God, in the name of Jems Christ; and 
ID that name ye have remission of sins and 
eternal life; for the l!romise is unto yoit; for 
yo" ~re now brought mto the "hope o( eter
nal life, which God that cannot lie promised 
before tb.e world began ; " for the promise is 
unto you, as is proved by your being effect
ually pricked in tho heart; "the promise is unto 
!Joit, and to your ohildrc'n, and to nil tb.at are 
nfur off, even to as many as the Lord our God 
shall call." Ilerc we aro still ou new cove
nant grounds, 

And with many other words diJ he testify 
and exhort, saying, "Savo yourselveil from 

"WHAT RATH GOD WROUGHT?" 

u WHAT bath God wrought." thought I, 
In mercy to my soul 1 

Who brought me to his feet to cry, 
" Do thou my powers control?" 

"\Vhat hath God wrought," thought I, 
To save o. wretch like me-

To make me o'er my sins to sigh, 
And my tro.n.sgression see! 

Yes, clearest Lord, thou hast 
My blindness turned to sight; 

Made me to feel what I oc'er felt .. -
'fhy saving power and might! 

In thy dear name I trust, 
For pard"ning love H.nd grace; 

And .i.ll poor t1inners surely must, 
\Vho long to see thy face. 

All praises to thy name, 
For sending thy dear Son ! 

My soul immortul to redeem 
l< ... rom crimes that I bad done. 

O, ble:.s thy written Word! 
What wonclers doe~ it tell I 

Tha.t Jel"l\\:-:1 onr nll~conquoring Lord, 
ti;\\'l'~ guilty t-ouls froui hall! 

C~elmsfunl, J.u. 17, W. D. 
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OUR PRESENT POSITION. 

IT would be a serious breach of trust, were 
we heedlee~ly to leave unnoticed " Our pre
sent position as a land and nation.'' There 
are mighty '{>Owers at work-powers that are 
pestile11tial m opposition to those that are 
spiritual. 

To watch the attacks of the former, and 
to be -grateful for tbe continued victories of 
the latter, is an important feature in our 
silent employ. 

The recent attempt to legalise the more 
extended desecration of the Lord's-day, has 
been tbe means of exciting, arousing, and 
concentrating the immense bodies of pro
fessing Christians in this land. Some good 
men have smiled-indifferently smiled-upon 
this infidel attempt; but we cannot view it 
as a light matter. On Thursday, February 
21, Sir Joshua Walmsley ventured to propose 
the following resolution, " That, in the opinion 
of tltis House, it would promote the moral and 
intellectual improvement of the Working 
Cla.sses of this Metropolis, if the British 
Museum and National Gallery were open to 
public inspection after morning service on 
Sundays." 

We have determined to put this motion 
on record ; and most gratefully to add, that 
such a motion was negatived-thrown out, 
and discarded-by a large majority. The 
question has drawn forth an immense amount 
of intellectual zeal and useful information 
respecting the Sabbath,- the Lord's-day
our time for special worship. We shall feel 
a pleasure in some day giving onrreaders the 
best portions of this great discussion. It is a 
merciful and favourable token that such a 
measure has been checked, althou~h its pro
moters will not be here for ever silent. Let 
us watch and be sober. 

The eyes of all Europe are now directed to 
France. In Paris, the Plenipotentariea are 
assembled to discuss the weighty question
" shall we cease from war, and unite to pro
mote a permanent peace f" With what deep 
anxiety will thousands wait to hear the final 
decision. The Lord grant it may be the 
" PnocLAM.A. TION oF PEACE," 

POPEliY AND PERSECUTION. 
ON February 18th, 1856, Martin Luther 
had been dead three hundred years and ten : 
and, says an able correspondent, "the per
secuting principles of popery are the same 
now_ as they were then." In proof of this, a 
foreign penodical gives an authenticated and 
truly pa~nful account of the imprisonment
at Madrid-of a theological Christian minis
ter and writer, named Dr. BRUNLIO Mon
GAEZ. The said doctor fearlessly and faith
fully wrote a work against the Immaculate 
Conception. We think the letter which this 
persecuted Spanish Christian has written 
from his cell, worthy of being registered in 

our pages, and worthy of being 1·ead in the 
parlours, schools, cots, and sanctuaries, of 
our Christian community, That letter shows 
how still wicked, bitter, and determined the 
tyrannical spirit of popery is :-that letter 
also shews how strong a Jiving faith in Jesus 
is. For his dear name, the true Christian 
dares to die ; and suffer all he may see fit to 
let befall his deeply chastened samts. The 
following is Dr. Morgaez's letter : 

In a letter dated the 22nd of last month 
from Madrid, he writes: "On December 14th 
I was imprisoned by order of the vicar of the 
archbishop, declared by him suspended from 
every priestly office, placed under the guard 
and care of a priest of this house of St. Vin
cent-de-Paul, and who is, I am informed, 
although wearing the habit of this secular 
order, a member of the Order of the Jesuits. 
Neither my age, which is sixty-six, neither a 
paralysis from wlrich I suffer since four years, 
neither the cold wlrich reigns in my cell and 
is very injurious to my health, have had any 
weight with the archbishop's-vicar. I re
quested to be transported into a hospital, and 
even into a regular prison, where I should be 
better off than here, but no attention has 
been paid to these requests. No judgment 
has been pronounced against me, and yet the 
clergy cry with all their might, that I am a 
heretic, worthy to be burnt, and worthy of the 
flames." 

This old man further writes: " Let us suf
fer for the holy church of God in opposing 
the profane novelties that men would intro
duce, and whose portrait the apostle has de
picted in 2 Timothy iii. Let us put on the 
armour of faith which is not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strongholds.'' 

The last words of Dr. Morgaez in a post
scnpt to the letter, are : "Consider me as a 
victim destined to death." 

However painful the recital und reading of 
such facts as the foregoing are, yet there is 
this consolation, that they prove that gospel 
truth is beginning to shew itself more openly 
in Spain, and which facts already known cor
roborate. A Spanish advocate has lately 
published a work similar to that of 
Doctor Morgaez, which has not been 
prohibited, but is . sold openly; - for the 
Popish clergy cannot so easily put down a 
layman as ono of their own order, and 
from what we know of the present religious 
state of Spain, we doubt not that there is great 
truth in what Dr. Morgaez writes : " Ma:ny 
think as' I do, but they venture not to rm~e 
their voice, fearing the tyranny of the eccles1-
astical authorities.'' 

In conclusion, lot us not forget that we hl_'ve 
a duty to perform and a privilege to exo_rc1se, 
in regard to Spain, of which we are rozmnded 
by the martyr, who writes, "Remember mo 
before the throne of grace, and pray our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus C lirist that ho may fill us 
with grace and strength to fight the good 
fight of faith.'' 

Our readers will forgive tho mention of one 
fact-an event which augurs well for the 
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total abolition ol American slavery - it 
is the election of one of the greatest anti
slavery speakers in the American Congress, 
as Speaker in the House of Representatives, 
The anticipated eruption between this coun
try and America, we hope will pass over, 
B11t there are many circumstances which ap
pear to call for humble gratitude and earnest 
supplication from our British churches. 

llefore closing these brief remarks with re
ference to " Our present oondition," we must 
notice the urgent appeal laid before us by an 
elderly Christian matron, touching " the de
ceptive philosophy" which now stands in the 
room ol "plain gospel truth," in some of our 
largest metropolitan and provincial places of 
worship. We could demonstrate this ; but 
we will rather beseech our ministerial breth
ren who know, love, and have bought THB 
TRUTH, to do their utmost to promote union, 
s.trength, peace, and prosperity, in the midst 
of our churches. These are not times to let 
shadows divide ne, 

A NEW 

DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE. 
No. II. 

ANATHEMA-The Hebrew word, Ch!Yrem, 
and the Greek Anathema, which our version 
often renders accursed, signifies anything devo
ted, dedicated, ~~separated fromc~~mon to holy 
uses, Lev. xxvu, 28; N um. xxVlll. 14; Deut. 
vii. 26. The word Ch1Yrem is often used for des
troying a thing utterly as accursed. He that 
sacrificeth unto any god, save unto the Lord 
only; he shall be utterly destroyed, be accursed, 
anathematized, devoted to destruction, Exod, 
xxii. 20, The cities of king Arad, and the 
seven nations of Canaan were also anathema
tized; Num. xxi. 1-3; Deut. vii. 2, 26; xx. 
17 : and for forfeiting goods, Ezra. x. 8. The 
hanged malefactors were all under God's 
anathema, Deut. xxi. 23. On behalf of his 
brethren, the Israelites, Paul wished himself 
accursed from Christ ; not to be eternally, 
separated from Cbrist-not to be eternally 
dam1;1ed, that they might be saved, but excom
mumcated from the church, the body of Christ ; 
Rom. be. 3. Paul pronounces an anathema 
on all preachers of righteousness by the works 
of the law; Gal i. 8, 9. To call Jesus accurs
ed, is to separate his proper deity from his 
humanity; as the Socinians do : to deny his 
full satisfaction for sin, as the Arminians do ; 
to detest the doctrines of his grace, as the 
Pharisees do; to excommunicate him out of 
our sermons, as the Corruptionists • do ; to 
trample on his blood, fls Infidels do ; and to 
~;!lcify him afresh as Apostates do. Paul says, 

if any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, 
let him be anathema;" let him be separated 
from tho church, and rejected by the saints. 
The Apostle doubtless refers to the false 
preachers who have denied the resurrection, 
an~ those fallen professors who had been guilty 
of mcest, and other im\luritics; but he ad<ls 
"maranatha," which bemg joined to the other 
Word, intends their finul sopnratiNI from 
Christ, who cometh to donounco on all th" un
godly, "go ye cursed." l Cor. xvi. 22. S. C. 

JUemorinl.11 nf IDeµarteh ininb. 
DEATH OF THE WIDOW 

OF THE 

LATE MR. JAMES RAYNSFORD. 

WE have received the following from }fr. 
Henry Watmuff, of Brighton: 

The subjoined letter I received from the 
widow of the late James Raynstord a month 
after his death. Only seven weeks elapsed 
before she is called to tread the same path. 
On the 19th of February, she entered into 
rest, in her 64th year. On her last Lord's
day morning on earth she had some conversa
tion with her beloved minister: his subject 
that morning being-"The saints in li~tit •• 
their inheritance, their meetness, &c. 0M;s. 
Ray_nsf ord was, in her sphere, a shining 
Chr1Bt1an, of a meek, humble, and quiet 
spirit; throughout her life, she endeavoured 
to do what good she could both to the bodies 
and souls of all that came within her circle, 
without exception; and that with compara
tively nothing, in the shape of money; but 
she possessed "the good treasure," and that 
very largely (Luke vi. 45), and from her 
abundance gave what she had. Her bene
volence reached to wherever she met an ob
ject of_ distress; and would not forget to warn 
her neighbours, by sending them little pieces 
of poetry-written in homely verse, but from 
a warm and affectionate heart-either on 
their state as sinners, or on the character of 
Christ's kingdom, &c. It being also her usual 
pratice, in writing to friends, to send poetry 
along with it. I enclose the last to me, in her 
last letter, which will speak for itself of the 
nature of her faith, without one word said of 
her. Those who knew her best prized her 
worth. Her husband had nothing to leave 
her, but on his dying bed supplicated the best 
of blessings might rest on her, and commended 
her to the Church of Christ. .A. kind friend of 
brother Mote's Church, to whom she belonged, 
took her in, and with some other little assist
ance, as her letter to the writer states; she was 
with Mrs. Manvil till called from the lower to 
the celestial city. H. W. 

DEARLY BELOVED in our glorious risen 
Head, Jesus, the Captain of our salvation; 
through whose mercy and goodness I have 
been upheld through all the trying scenes of 
my poor unworthy life. How much of his 
goodness and mercy have I seen ! Oh I that 
I could love and praise him more. 

Beloved in the Lord, I humbly beg yam
pardon for not writing before. But I will tell 
you, in the first place, I had to move, then to 
attend to my parish business; and all this, 
with breaking my rest so much before, and 
taking a heavy cold I s,tnk down so low, that 
I kept my bed for many clays, not able to thiuk 
nright or see any one ; antl my cough so bad 
that I could not read, or write, nor hardly 
speak sometimes, 

Please to give our kind love to :\Ir, John 
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Leaves. and toll him we shnll bo very glad to seen in her constant nttendancc ns long ns she 
hear from him at any time. I hope these few was able, and also. by her noble gift of £200 
lines will find you all quite w,ill. The parish to pay the mortgngo on the Now Chapel. 
has allowed me 2s. 6d. per week, which is When the writer was sent for by her, she 
about enough for rent and firing; I am not stated her intention, and added, the Lord gavo 
able at present to earn anything if I had it to me strength and health to work and save this 
do. But Jehovah is my Shepherd, therefore money, and now I desire to give it to his cause, 
I ahall not lack: God feedcth the ravens for his great love to me, I need not say this 
when they cry; and he can make the ravens evidence of the constraining love of Christ 
feed me, if need be; they fed the propllet endeared her to all the members. 
Elijah. "The young lions do lack, and suJfer The last year or two she did not get out 
hunger: but they that seek the Lord sbnll not much ; her afiliction (paralysis) at last render
want any good thing." And while I h(J,f)• got ing her very helpless, yet at times she would 
one single promise, I have no causo to fear. speak of her Mizar's Hill and Hermon'smount, 
"I will trust, and not he afraid. Though Her religion began well, she felt wha.t it was 
the hills ma, depart, and the earth be removed, to be regenerated; to have life divine implanted, 
yet God will never cease to Cllre for his dear which could not die: hence, though disease 
uints; for he is a stronghold in the day of I impaired her faculties at lust, yet God's fire 
trouble; yea, a Refuge in distress." in her soul would bum, and at times blaze 

Beloved in the Lord, I must now close, forth: that light could not be extinguished, 
,rishing you much joy in the Lord. All , and the savour of truths were at times felt. 
friends join with us m our kind lorn to you I On the 7th she had another fit, and expired 
all; and I remain your afflicted sister in go•- , early on the 8th, to go home to her Father, to 
pel bonds, S.uax RA.n<SFORD, see him as ho is, and ever there to stay. · 

A. PB.A.YE& FOB PEA.CB, 

THOU blessed Tree of Life, 
Whose leaves are ever green, 

Now put an end to strife 
And let sweet peace be given. 

The thistle and the briar, 
With every hitter deed; 

The swearer and the liar, 
And every cruel deed. 

Oh cause the evil beast 
To pass out of the land, 

Then shall we be at peace, 
Beneath thy bounteous hand. 

Reign, thou almighty King! 
And make thy foes suhnrit ! 

That thy dear saints may sing, 
As on the Rock they Bit. 

Thou art their Hiding-place, 
Their Shield, and mighty Tower. 

When thou dost shew thy face, 
That shall thy foes devour. 

MRS. ANN SCRAGGS. 

ON Friday, the 8th February, 1856, Mrs. 
Ann Scraggs, of High Wycombe, de.rarted 
this life. It was under the mmistry 
of Mr. Tiptaft, of Abingdon, the Lord in 
mercy made her feel her state as a sinner, and 
the worth and preciousness of Christ. She 
was baptised and added to the Church there 
in 1842. Of Mr. Tiptaft, she would speak very 
highly as an instrument used by her covenant 
God ; the truth she heard met her case, and 
refreshed her souL 

In Providence she was removed to Wycombe, 
and feeling a union to the members at New 
Land Chapel, she joined the church Septem
ber, 1848. Abundant evidence was afforded 
that she loved the doctrines of free and 
sovcrei\;n grace, and heronlyhopeufsalvation 
was bU1lt upon Christ, the l{ock. She loved 
the cause of' which ,he had uecome a member 
not mtJ ely in words but iu actions. It wa~ 

"Oh! what enlargement, who can tell 
The overwhelming glory gi,en, 

When once the soul has burst its cell, 
And finds itself in heaven i'" 

Dear reader, you see the power of grace in 
thia disciple of Jesus; not much of a talker; 
but look at her love to God's hou•e, and his 
people. Do you place beyond dispute your 
profession of Jesus ? Do your acts speak that 
you "seek first the kingdom of God?'' What 
does your attendance say 1 What does your 
subscription say? What does the worldhyou 
have professed to leave, say 1 You, per aps, 
may sing loud enough sometimes, 

"Where the whole realm of nature mine, 
'fhat were a present far too small ; 

Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all." 

But do you feel what you sing 1 What has 
most ofzour time ? When the cause you have 
espouse needs collections to carry it on, are 
you doing what you can? Calculate how much 
your quarterly subscription does towards fur
niahing your pastor's table, or helping the 
Lord's poor. You had better ·have a little 
reckoning now, for what God· gives, is not 
our own; and what is done for him cannot 
be thrown away or lost; neither can withold
ing enrich us, or make us ha{'PY. " Ye can
not serve two masters ; and his servants ye are 
to whom ye obey." We want more heart 
religion amongst us; more of Christ's con
straining love to every good word, and work. 

May ~e Lord in mercy grant us all more of 
his Spirit, that we may not be dead while we 
live; hut lively, zealous and happy in Zion's 
ways, so prays, yours truly, R. C. 

The funeral took place on Wednesday, t4e 
12th, when Mr. Miller, of Penn, gave a very 
appropriate address in the chapel and at the 
grave, and several of the members followed 
the remains of our sister to the New Cemetery ; 

"There she will slumber in the ground, 
Till the last tri mpet's joyful sound ; . 
Then bur•t the chain•, with sweet surpnsc, 
Aud in her Saviour's image rise." 
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Tllll LATE 

MR.JAMES RA YNSFORD. 

DEAR DnoTHllll,-8hould you not be fur
nished by any abler pen than mine with an 
account of the drath of our departed brother, 
Jam'ee Rayneford,• of Horsham-your active 
agent for many years, and whose lose the 
churches have now to lament-will you be 
kind enough to give the following bare out
line of him in your next number? 

fames Raynsford, who might be justly 
termed tha Evangelist of Sussex and Surrey, 
- having travelled, since the year 1830, 
above eighteen thousand miles on foot ; be
sides of late years, through bodily infirmity, 
making use of every available means of trav
elling, from the railway to the huckster's 
cart, many thousands more, to some of the 
most desolate and destitute spots in nine 
counties of our land, to proclaim a full, free 
and finished salvation, in all the sovereignty 
and glory of it, as the one determination of 
the Etemal Jehovah from before all worlds, 
for the salvation of the beloved of God the 
Father, by the mediatorial work of God tbe 
Son, through the constant and continued 
teaching of God the Holy Ghost-witnessing 
in them the Fathei·'• love, the power of the 
Redeemer's blood, and his own holy, regene
ratiag, sanctifying, supporting and irresistible 
grace. . 

Our brother wae one (of the few) who was 
determined. to maintain the necessity of a vi
tality in religion to be the surest _proof of its 
i·eality; not a mere wordy religion, but an 
active one; yet not a do and live-but a live 
and do : one to be known by its fruits. 
Much and deeply had he learned the plague 
and rottenness of his own heart; and solemn 
and weighty were the warnings he gave 
against those who declared themselves to be 
righteous, and despised others. But, like a 
true Shepherd, he did carry the lambs in his 
bosom ; not thrusting with side and shoulder, 
but rather healing. .A.a one who knew him 
well, I can bear my hearty testimony to the 
sincerity of his love, the fidelity of his cha
racter, the wisdom of his counsel, the encour
agement of his experience, and the untiring 
anxiety of his soul for the welfare of nil those 
who .stood manifest to his conscience as the 
sheep of God's fold; while a wolf in sheep's 
clotliing, however elevated his position, either 
ministerial or private, escaped not his keen 
perception-nor, if opportunity presented, his 
equally keen rebuke. 

Our brother was considered as very unohari
tablo: but twenty.five years' labor in theviuc
yard had taught him that all is not ~old that 
glitters, Having lnbornd (more pnrticulnrly) 
in the east of Sussex, at W nrbleton, he had 
himself conveyed thero to bi~ them a la_st 
farewell, in groat bodily suffcnng, about six 
we_eks beforo his death, when ii: nppearod too 
ev11lont his days were fast drnwmg to a close 
-an evont to which ho had looked forward 
for tho last tweh·c months with much earnest 

desire ; M on the 2.Sth December, 1854, one 
year exactly before his <leath, his soul w:i.s 
blessed in Charlwood pulpit, while the first 
hymn in Dr. Watts's hymn book (book i.) WM 

being sung, with a most ravishing vision of 
the 

" Glories of the Lam h, 
Amidst his Father's throne;" 

so that he conld have 

" Sat, and sung himself away 
To everlasting bliss." 

Most painful were the last few days of his 
laborious life; and great was the dread of 
his mind, lest any murmuring should escape 
his lips under his sufferings, which were, as 
he said, as though he were " shot to shh·ers ; " 
and one of his keenest pangs was, that he 
honored his Lord so little. While sitting in 
his chair in the afternoon of December 2-5, 
talking to brother Mote, he said, " If I were 
able, and had to preach to-night, my text 
must be, 'It is finished!' Finished, (said 
he), to the satisfaction of God the Father; 
finished, to the satisfaction of the dear Re
deemer , finished to mv satisfaction ; and a 
few hours after, witliout a stn,ggle or a 
groan, passed to behold the glories of the 
Lamb, in his 62nd year. On the last Sab
bath in the year his remains were brought to 
Charlwood, where he had often labored; and 
thouo-h in ill health, I dared not resist the de
sire i:, view the last resting-place of my toil
worn brother, and found myself most unex
pectedly called npon to testify at the grave's 
mouth, to the grace of God in the dear de
parted ; and did so from the words he wished 
to use for his last text-" It is finished !" 
and such a finish of such a life, at the close of 
such an eventful year, I have not before wit
nessed. It was indeed a solemn nnd a sacred 
time; surrounded by the weeping family, 
by some devoted, weather-beaten sons of toil, 
some of whom had come miles to pay their 
tribute of honest affection to one who, more 
than ·any other, had entered into their very 
hearts, and knew how to speak a 'Yord in 
season to them in particular. And my own 
reflections on one who to me had been a bro
ther beloved, a friend pure and sympathetic, 
and a father in love and watchfulness over 
my ministerial career-I had no ordinary or 
painful task; yet, as ID,)'. day, so was my 
strength; and we co~nntted our dear ~ro
ther' s remains to the silent tomb, while smg
ing those sweet verses of dear Hart's, 

" Earthly cavern, to thy keeping 
We comm.it our brother's dust," &c. 

Mnv the chief Shepherd constrain more of 
a kiil(lred spirit to feed his sheep and lambs, 
is tho prayer of your's in the Lord, 

Hamilton Str8et, R. S. DntD. 
1Vandsioortll .Road, Feb, 3. 

THE LATE JOHN HOAR. 
THE fifth and last of my dearly beloved com
panions, who were either seals to my minis
try or children whom the Lord had given me, 
to be a comfort to my soul in tho midst of 
my many onomies, afflictions, distresses, and 

lil 
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troubles, was John Hoar. John Hoar had, by 
the help of the Lord, witnessed a good pro
fession for more than fifty years. He was 
one of many who were awakened under the 
preaching of Mr. Cicial, at Chobham, Surrey; 
and under his preaching he sought in vain for 
healing for his wounds, or comfort to his sin
sick soul. Mr. C. was that kind of preacher 
that can wound, but not heal-distress, but 
not comfort. I knew another of these useful 
men in their place at Blackwater, in the year 
1830; and when a man went to him to speak 
of his pains, 01· fears, or distresses, or soul 
trouble, he used honestly to recommend 
them to go to Mr. B., the Baptist minister, 
as he was a good man, and would help him in 
his soul matters. Mr. B. used to remark, his 
friend beat the bush, and he caught the 
birds. Accordingly, John Hoar was compelled 
to seek the bread and water of life elsewhere. 
He went to Woking, with a " Who can tell 1" 
There the Lord was pleased to bless the min
istry of Mr. Wm. Meyrett to his soul : the 
wonders of the gospel to the needy "who can 
tell ?" The sweetness and richness of the 
sound, who can express ? The change from 
guilt, fear, burden, darkness, and sorrow, 
into joy, peace, light, and liberty, who can 
utter'? He loved Mr. M.eyrett deeply and 
truly-esteeming him very highly for his 
work's sake. The day before he died he re
hearsed calmlv the Lord's dealings with him 
throughout hi£ life, and his love to his dear 
old pastor; and the Lord's servants, whose 
testimony had been blessed to his soul's help, 
and you amongst them. 

John Hoar was as consistent a man as 
ever I knew; but he was not all perfection : 
John did not know any man baser than him
self; the times he was taken captive in fifty 
vears he said could not be numbered, they 
were more than the hairs of his head; the 
Lord's mercy in keeping him, when the law 
had made him prisoner, and his mercy in 
losing his bonds, caused him to thank his 
God through Jesus Christ his Lord-" So, 
then, with the mind I myself serve the law of 
God; but with the flesh the law of sin." In 
the latter place, in his captive state, he seemed 
a bad singer, a bad talker, a bad walker, a bad 
worker, and a bad sleeper; do what he would, 
or be where he may, he was not a wit better 
than, " 0 wretched man that I am." He 
seldom or ever got into this place without his 
old master calling upon him, and he never 
came to him without bringing something, and 
almost sure to be so•nething new, but all with 
ill intent to him; sometimes he would wear an 
angel's form of sanctity, and tell John, it was 
very wron, that a man of his morality and 
consistency of character, should have such 
afflictions; and many he knew all his life had 
been free and was free; and lµs outward man 
and his old master always seemed to agree, 
He got so grieved in his heart at the si~ht of 
himself, and the good looka of others, that he 
seem!y would have done something, but he 
was m a fix, and more like a wild bull in a 
net than anything; so foolish and so ignorant 
was he, he seldom saw the snare till he found 
the smart. John's hidden man could scarcely 
be heard to speak or breathe, so loud the din 

of others-resist, sigh, moum, look up for 
help and c1·y, through the oppression of his 
cncm)', and desire one more look from the 
God of his salvation inwardly; for well he 
understood-

" With sin and guilt poor Zion toils, 
And lnbom-s hard for peace ; 
But till the Lord, her Saviour, smiles, 
Her conscience gets no ease." 

His new master, whom he loved to serve, had 
given him some good things inwardly; aud 
amongst them, were some .precious promises
exceeding great and precious-that by these 
he might be a partaker of the Divine nature, 
Now to will was present with him, but how to 
perform he could not find; but the more op
posed by his old master (sin), the more he· 
grew in strength inwardly, so that he actually 
groaned out-thou hast said, " Thou wilt see 
me again;" and thou hast said, "I will not 
leave thee, nor forsake thee; and thou hast 
said, "I will be with thee." Every breath 
that he could so breath seemed to give lresh 
power and strength, for it is the absolute will 
of John's new Master to i:ive the conquest to 
the weak and tread their foes to hell. 

Now, the Lord is that Spirit; and where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty, 
Before that liberty is realised in the soul, 
what a sore conflict in doing the thing we 
hate! 

" How small our faith appears !" 

If any in appearance. How small our re
sistance ! how many our fears ! how strong 
our foes ! how bitter our afflictions! and how 
hard our lot while in this captivity! But 
when Jesus, with his mighty love, visits our 
troubled breast, our doubts remove, our fears 
subside, and we are completely blest. In 
the former struggle we are ready to say "Is 
his mercy clean gone for ever 1 Will he be 
favorable no more ? Where are thy former 
loving-kindnesses 1" My Lord has forgotten 
me: my God has forsaken me; we stagger 
like drunken men, and are at our wits' end. 
Many things we fear, and many things we 
say, or are ready to say, and dreadful things 
we feel we cannot say, and some things we 
are afraid we have said, and some things we 
fear we shall say, It was not Jesus Christ 
our Lord in the histor7 that would do for 
John, in such a fix o captivity, however 
true; but Jesus's name as ointment poured 
forth, that he needed. . 

He learned the work of Christ Jesus his 
Lord in every name he bore, and office, he 
filled, by his grace, love, mercy, compa_ss10~, 
power, and kindness, made known to him Ill 
his afflictions ; so he heard him, and so was 
taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus. B;0 

then put off the former, the old man with his 
deeds, which is corrupt according to the _de• 
ceitful lusts; could, by God's help, shake hun• 
self from the dust, and loose himself _from the 
bands of his neck; put on his beautiful ga~
ments, or be renewed in the spirit of _his 
mind. "The fruit of the Spirit is love, J0Y, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness,. goodn~s~ 
faith, meekness, temperance: agamst whrnh 
there is no law;'' but a deal of envy, wrat , 
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hatred, malice, ill-will, and evil speakings, 
and workinge against the chosen seed. Dead 
or alive, they are in the wrong place, and do 
and say the wrong things; and none mani
fests it against them so much as those who 
havo a form of godliness, and deny its power. 
'fhey that are Christ's, have and do crucify 
the flesh with its passions and covetings, 
and do verily reap of the Spirit life everlast
ing. And they that do sow to their flesh shall 
reap corruption. 

He had not laid down in his bed for 
years; but although so near death his old 
master was never long from him ; nor his 
new Master never forsook him at all, or it 
would have been bad for John. His old 
master wanted his service to the last; and 
his new Master would have it; fulfilling this: 
" This man I have formed· for myself: he 
shall shew forth my p_raise." That was 
sweet employment for John ; he had been 
known to say, 

" When shall the day, dear Lord, appear, 
That I shall mount to dwell above, 

And stand, and bow among them there, 
And see thy face, and sing, and love ?" 

And this: 

" My willing soul would stay 
In such a frame as this ; 

And sit, and sing herself away 
To everlasting bliss." 

As his days and nights were wearisome, his 
old master proposed ease l.y the blade or 
cord, or other things, presented very suitably 
and secretly, that it would never be known, 
or, if he would but speak loud or low, and 
curse-putting the word or words into his 
mouth ; so that at times he did not know 
where he was, or what he had done ; so that 
he has many times said, " Ah, my dear 
friend, my precious Lord and Master, 

" He sees me often overcome, 
And pities m;v distress, 

And bids affliction drive me home 
To anchor on his grace." 

More than ten years rolled over, with days 
and nights, cold and heat, summer and win
ter, ~eed time and harvest, in our vain life, 
and 1_11 our weeping and rejoicing, living and 
reframing, talking and keeping silence to
gether ; he, a help and blessing to my soul, 
a':1d I, through the Lord's mercy1 a help to 
his. I had his complaint, and lle had my 
poverty, trials, and enemies before our God; and 
the more tears we sowed in winter, the best 
ha_rvest time, he generally had. Some of our 
brightest days followed our darkest nights; 
some of our sweetest spring times followed 
0~r coldest and hardest winters ; and our 
richest harvests followed our coldest sowing 
times; and our hardeat, coldest winters fol
lowed our richest summer weather; and both 
of u~ together have tried, and wore not able 
t1o bmd the sweet influences of Pleindes1 nor 
ooso the bands of Orion. We could neither t\n~ forth nor guide, nor could we alter the 

1 vine change ; for 
" All must come, and Inst, and end, 

As shnll please our heavenly Friend." 

His trials are over; I am passing through-, 
" Companions if we find, 

Alas! how soon they're gone ! 
For 'tie decreed that most must pass 

The darkest paths alone." 
I would say, 

" Cheer up, ye travelling souls, 
On Jesus' aid rely ; 

He sees us when we see not him, 
And always hears our cry." 

I had parted with him, as I thought, but he 
sent for me early on----. I asked, "Do 
you want to say anything?" "No, (he an
swered,) I wanted to see you once more;" and 
then he just lisped-

" Kind are the words that Jesus speaks, 
To cheer a dying saint: 

'My grace, sufficient is for thee-'" 
when his voice failed- he dropped his head
and died-without a struggle. I tied his fall
ing mouth, with hands of love, and blessed 
God for the sufficiency of grace bestowed upon 
him. 

He communed with the brethren ancl sisters 
on the first Sabbath in June-( and was buried 
on the second.) To the person who carried 
him the elements, he said, "Ah, my dear sis
ter, the last time, the last time on earth; ne::s:t, 
it will be in heaven-our home." It was upon 
the Tuesday following, that he died. 

Respecting the usage I had received, in 
being turned out of the chapel, he said he was 
sorry for that, though the Lord's goodness in 
it appeared all for him ; as by that means, he 
was favoured to hear the Gospel to the last 
Sabbath of his life, as I preach the Gospel in 
the house where he lodged. I very much miss 
my old companion, and am watching, like a 
sparrow alone on the house-top; not knowing 
what shall befall me, or what a day will bring 
forth : trying to keep still, and watch the hand 
of the Lord. Every thing outwardly says, 
"Depart, this is not your rest;" but no voice 
or word from the Lord can I get whether to go 
or to stay. My enemies seem to prosper m 
all they do ; "they have lifted up their head 
-they covet, and possess." They- took the 
house, the garden, and the grave of my old 
friend, soon after his death. Some men are in 
the wrong place, dead, or alive; some are said 
to do right, and be right -do what they may, 
and be where they may. " Behold, the Judge 
standeth before the door." All things work 
together for good to them that love God, and 
are called according to his purpose. 

" When all the chosen seed 
Shall meet around the throne, 

To bless the conduct of his grace, 
And make his wonders known.'' 

" To our Hedeemer, God, 
Wisdom, and power belongs; 

Immortal crowns of majesty, 
And everlasting songs." 

Ripley. HENRY ALLNUTT. 

MRS. MARGARET HOWARD. 
ON Tuesday, January 1, 18-56, at No. 3. 

Marlborough Plttce, Walworth Road, aged 71 
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vcars, l\Iargaret, widow of the late Mr. Richd. feel, of His grentnees, but 118 a drop to tbo 
Howard, of the above place (who died in May ocean, an atom to infinity, a taper to the aun, 
lost). She was esteemed by many, and was a' or a transient rny, compared with "the glory 
einccre lonr of the truth as it is in Jesus. 1 that shall be revealed iu us, when Christ who 
She had, during her life, been the subject of' is our life, shall appear, and we shall be liko 
much dar1..,1css and bondage, and knew well him; for we shall see him as Ho is.'' It 
what it was "to groan, being burdened;" but makes my very heart lcnp fo1· joy, so that with 
in prospect of her approauhing end, she could dear Kent I am constrained to sing, 
say "Yea, though 1 walk through the valley , M h d 
oftirn shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for ' Y soul anticipates t O ay, 
thou art with me, and thy (pastoral) rod and Would stretch her wings nnd sonr nwny, 

f · ) h , ,, 3 d To aid tbo song, a palm to bear, 
thy staff ( 0 promise t ey com,ort me. 2 r And bow the chief of sinners there." 
Psalm, 4th verse. When asked if she was 
longing to dwell with Jesus, she said with Fly on I fly on I ye lagging moments, and 
emphasis, " Yes, for my soul doth wait for ; bring the longed for hour, when I shall realize 
the Lord and in his word do I hope." On I the satisfaction spoken of in Psalm xvii. Hi. 
the 130th Psalm being read to her she re-: Yet, content to wait my precious Jesu's time 
marked, " That is just where I am." Truly for that is well and must be best. ' 
her _ standing was upon the Rork of ages Oh, my brother, you know something of 
Christ Jesus her Lord. She breathed her last " !Iis way being in the sea, and his footsteps 
without a sigh or groan. "Blessed are the in the great waters.'' Yet he bath not for
dead that die in the Lord." saken you. No, nor never will. For he 

Her mortal remains were interred on the says, "The mountains shall depart, and the 
8th in the same vault with her beloved part- hills be removed, but his kindness he will not 
ner, at Norwood Cemetery, when Mr. J. Wells take from his people, nor suffer his faithfulness 
of the Surrey Tabernaele, made a most solemn to fail." , 
and approJ?riate address, as also some weighty Cheer up, then; you need not feu any 
and expenmental remarks on the following stress upon this anchor, it is unchtmginl!' and 
Lord's-day evening, founded on the 7th verse nnchanged; here, too, is plenty of cable to 
of the 130th Psalm. We may say of them as it rnn out as far as the utmost bounds cif the 
is said of Saul and J onatban, "They were love- necessities, wants, woes, or fears. Ah! thy 
ly and pleasant in their lives, and in their heio-hts and depths of everlasting love I how 
death they were not divided." 2 Samuel sw.;'et, how precious, and satisfying; no 
chapter i. 23rd verse. -~=-~--~~ repast on earth, or of ea1·thly things, can be ···-·--~~---- compared with it. It is great, rich, large, 

THE GOSPEL TELEGRAPH free, full, everlasting, eternal, unchanged, and 
lll!:TWEEN ENGLAND AND AMERICA. unchtmging, and to feel its sacred cords not 

WORKED BY lsAAC CoMFORT. only drawing forth but binding our hearts to 

MY DlU.R BB.OTRER.-ln the immutable ties 
of that covenant ordered in all things and 
sure : I groet you, and pray the God of all 
mercy to bless and prosper you abundantly, 
so that your soul may be in health, and prosper; 
your heart warmed with live coals from elf 
the altar-flame beneath the softening, precious 
influence of the Holy Ghost. So that ;rour 
heart, in nry deed, may be both manifestively 
and e:s:perimentally, the temple of the Eternal 
Three, the everlasting Rock, sure Refuge and 
never-failing defence of the weary, heavy laden, 
buffetted, and temptest-tossed family. 

I thank you for your kind remembrance of 
me, and was glad to hear of your spiritual 
welfare; likewise to see the kind supporting 
arm of our Covenant God beneath you. Your 
cup has indeed been full, and the draught 
very bitter to flesh and reason. Yet, faith 
can say, "It is well." So that affiictions, in 
liis dear and compassionate hand, work for 
good. It must be so, for He himself declares, 
and has determined they should, neither can 
sin, satan, or the world alter it. No! no! 
" My counsel,,, says our God, "shall stand, 
an~ I will do all my pleasure." Oh! what 
maJesty attends His words, or rather is attend
ant upon them. 

Yes, . His po~er and love can warm your 
heart 1n America, and, mine in England. 
" Who is a God like unto OW' Gorl? excellent 
in power, !'earful in praises, doing wonders." 
A.nd what 1s all we have seen, or may see, or 

Jesus (our Jesus) in whom it shines-through 
whom it flows-and by whose promised Com
forter (the Holy Ghost) we have been taught 
it, is precious indeed. 

True, we are not yet free from the wilder• 
ness of its cares; but this incomparable love 
of our covenant God raises us above them, 
and sanctifies them to us, so that we cannot 
only bless him for his smiles, but for our 
afllictions also. How these things endear our 
once suffering Head and Lord ! Who can be 
compared with him P Nothing! no, nothing: 
the sun is dark, the moon dim, and the spark
ling stars fade, and loose their lustre, when 
he by whom they were made shows hims?lf, 
and his love in bleeding, suffering, and dymg 
for our sin, guilt, shame, to put it all away; 
so, that if sought for, he says, "they shall 
not be found." Praise him, prnise him; yes, 
for ever praise him! we must; we will! Eter
nity will be too short to tell out one half ~f 
his worth, his beauty, or his love; for 1t __ 1_s 
like himself " nnsearchable." (Eph. lll, 

17-20.) . 
Well, my brother, may the God of all grace 

cause the precious drops of his love to water 
your soul abundantly; tben, indeed, w_ill yzu 
he rich, happy and blessed. I often sigh or 
closer conformity to the imag,, of my l?wlr, 
Lord. Oh! yes; "that I may know him, 
suits me for an every day errand to Lho tbrond 
And I believe my God will hear my cry, an 
in his own time also g·rnc-iously answer, not• 
witholanding the formidable array of foes. Ah, 
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in mysolf I might fonr, but with my Captain's 
viclory, obedience, o.nd blood, whom sbo.11 I 
fcnr? For be bath spoiled principalities, and 
power.,, nm] made n show of them openly; 
tho Holy Ghost takes of these realities, anrl 
reveals thorn to the election of grace, as done 
for and on their behalf. '.l'ruly tho apostle 
might well crl out in the apprehension of 
thc•e superlative riches, "I'm full and have 
need of nothing!" Yes, these arc indeed 
durnblo riches, in the possession of these we 
need aot fear either want or loss, for they are 
incxhaustible·and unlooseable. Oh, we never 
shall be able to say we Jive u_p to, or beyond, 
our spiritual wealth or inheritance in Christ, 
for they arc unsearchable, Eph. iii. 6. 

I o.m happy to hear you are favoured with 
the means of grace, likewise that you find it 
good to wait upon the Lord, and would say, 
"Wait my brother, wait UJ?On the Lord, for 
none ever waited upon him m vain. 

We are, as a church, going on much o.s 
usual, having had one or two additions to 
nnm ber since you left; and I trust the Lord 
is still owning his own truth. Mrs. --
is dead and buried about three months since. 
~This reminds me of what the Lord says
• Vengeance is mine," &c.) Her poor nnser

able husband is spared still. 0 may grace 
touch his heart! Would it not be a miracle 
of mercy r Old Mrs. T. is still this side J or
dan, only waiting the summons, "Come up 
hi~her." It will be a sweet exchange for her 
-<!ear old saint! Likewise B. F. is in the 
same posture, longing to wing her way to 
the realms where sorrow is banished, and 
pain unknown. 

Thus you will see, some .of the shocks are 
fast 1·ipening for harvest; and what a harvest 
it will be, when all the wheat is gathered 
into Jesus' garner, without a single grain of 
tare or. darnel among the whole! Well might 
Watts sing-

" 0 glorious hour! 0 bleat abode! 
I shall be near, and like my God ! 
And flesh and sin no more control 
'l'he sacred pleasures of my soul!" 

Friends R., M., L., and wives, &c., &c., 
send their Christian love to you and Mrs. B. 
Miss S. has entered into the JOY of her Lord. 

You will perceive from the above, we are 
~till surrounded with changes ; but the God 
m whom we trust, knows no change, but 
everlastingly was, is, and will be. Solid 
Rock this, my brother! no fear of sinking, 
decaying, or destruction, while Malachi 1st 
a_nd 6th stand on record; so that while he 
hves, we must; (John x. 26) ; and while he 
wills, we shall-'(John xvii. 24). They are 
welcome, that like, to measure J ehovah's 
love by frames and feelings ; I would prefer, 
and am determined, the Lord being my 
Helper, to compute it only by its Author. 

You request my thoughts upon the subject 
of _knowledge in heaven. One must snffice; 
-1t being among the hidden things. l do 
n~t apprehend our kuowledgo as creatures 
will be more contracted there than here; 
but one only object will there, I am satisfied, 
engross our affoctions, and be the supreme 
sourno of infinite and iucouceivablc delight 
and satisfaction ; and that Object, the Lamb 

in the midst of tho throne; the ever-rising 
Spring, and flowing Ocean without an ebb, of 
infinite, eternal and unsullied bliss. And 
shall we want more ? No! heaven contains 
no more; the Father could give no more; 
and the Holy Ghost reveal no more; Christ 
All in all suffices the church here, and depend 
upon it it will suffice her hereafter. 

Bnt 1 must draw to a close, or I shall tire 
you with my scrawl. Through mercy, we 
are as a family well. 0 Lord, help us to 
watch thy hand, and give us a grateful heart 
for all meriies, to the present momont. Mrs. 
Comfort unites with myself and familv in 
love to you and Mrs. B., together with your 
son and daughter. 

And now, my brother, though we may 
never meet more this side eternity, yet, with 
the hope and prospect of meetmg on the 
other, where adieus and farewells, sorrow, 
sighing, pain, woe, sin and grief are not, nor 
ever will be known, I now bid you farewell, 
in the language of Ephesians iii. 20, 21, and 
subscribe myself, your's affectionately in 
Christ Jesus, lsAAc CoMFORT. 

4, Peter Street, Yeovil, January 31st. 

AN ACROSTIC: 
WRITTEN FOR TlIE El!i'COURA.GllMllNT OF 

"A LITTLE ONE." 

L ift up the sword, thou mighty man of God, 
I mpell' d by zeal, defend the living Word ; 
T urn not thy back, the day of battle's come! 
T hine is the conflict, soon thou 'It wear the 

crown. 
L et le~ons marshalled, on the field appear, 
E lisha s God will still be with thee there. 

0 fttimes, thy hands, like 11.foses' s may drop, 
N or Aaron's help, with Hur's, can hold them 
E ternal power shall then be thy support. [ up, 

G olinth may in threat'ning posture stand; 
0 ne stone from Zion's brook shall slay the man. 

0 ft Agag's, delicate, will whining, cry-
N ow bitter dec,th is past, I shall not die : 

I ncline not to such 'charitable ' fools, [ souls. 
N o, though they tell you, that they care for 

'T is 'mystery,' 'iniquity,'upnntheirforeheads 
writ; 

H e who bath made, appoints them to the pit, 
E ternal truth declares, and none can alter it. 

N inlrods may hunt, and for pursue the prize, 
A. ppear, through swiftness, many to surprise, 
M akehaste,butlittlespecd, from wrath to come; 
E ach step they take, declares, from truth 

they' re gone. 

O pinions, floating in the brains of some, [gone. 
F ill them with pride, but bursting, they are 

'T is not to might, nor power, nor eloquence, 
H eaven's King is pleas'd to give the recom
E ternalsov'reignty his right maintains. [µence; 

L ift up thy sword,,then, "Little One," and cry 
0 nwnrd, yo hosts, and conquer, though ye Jie, 
R aise high the standard, yea, the truth uufol,!; 
D read not thy foes, Christ bus o'ercome the 

world. D. PEGG, Cla.vtv1>, 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
ANNIVERSARY OF MR. J.E. BLOOMFIELD'S PASTORATE AT SALEM 

CHAPEL, MEAD'S COURT, SOHO. 

THE fourth anniversary of Mr. John E. 
Bloomfield's pa,torate in the above place was 
celebrated on Tuesday, February 5th, 1866. 
At fis-e o'clock about four hundred friends 
partook of tea in the chapel; after which a 
meeting was held, at which the pastor pre
sided. 

In opening he expressed his gratitude and 
thankfulness to Almighty God for the bless
ings and mercies vouchsafed unto himself and 
the church during the four years of his 
pastorate. He had received into the church 
during that time two hundred members, fifty 
of whom had been admitted during- the past 
year ; and they had further cause for thank
fulness, that during the past year not a single 
discordant note had jarred the harmony and 
peace of the·whole church; and expressed a 
hope that that year was but a sample and har
binger of those to come. 

Mr. GEORGE WYA.RD addressed the meet
ing on 

THE OBLIGATIONS OF CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP; 

of which the following is a brief outline :
Alter some introductory remarks, the speaker 
said-There are in the church of Christ the 
offices of deacons and pastor-I know of no 
others; while the body is composed of a num
ber of those who love the Lord J csus Christ in 
sincerity and in truth, who are bound to love 
one another, though they may belong to dif
ferent sections of the church of Christ. I 
grant you that you may love some more than 
others ; indeed some individuals it appears 
difficult to love at all : and if we do love them 
it is just where God loved them in Christ. 
Sometimes we perceive traits in their charac
ter so opposed to the truth as it is in Jesus
that, although we believe they will go to 
heaven, we are inclined to say, '' You may 
go by yourself; we hope to meet you at the 
end of the journey, where all differences will 
be put aside." But while we are under an 
obligation to love all Christians, we are under 
especial obligation to love those of our own 
body; not simply in word, but in deed and in 
truth-at all times, and under all circum
stances; to shew towards them sympathy, 
pity, kindness, help-to "rejoice with those 
that do rejoice," and to "weep with those that 
weep." 'I1here are certain members who are 
differently situated to others-they are not so 
respectable, a.nd consequently there is a de
gree of diffidence in approaching those who 
are above them in ~he world's estimation; yet 
some special Providence may occur to 1·aise 
that brother out of his poverty, and he that is 
m affluence may suddenly be brou~ht down to 
poverty, for of a truth it is written "We 
know not what a day may bring forth.': And 

not only must we love all, but we must regard 
those who stand in office; for if they are fitted 
to fulfil the position in which you as a church 
have placed them, then they are entitled to that 
re•pect and confidence which their office merits, 
but if they appear unfitted, and forfeit your 
confidence, then I say it is your place to put 
them out of that office. If they are wrong, 
they should submit to your decision, and if 
there be nothing wrong, they will court exami
nation. Farther, there are obligations binding 
on all members of churches-especially to at
tend regularly at that place and with that peo
ple with whom they are identified,-lst, when 
there is a gathering together for the public 
worship of God; 2nd, when there is a gather
ing together for prayer ; 3rd, in gathering to
gether to attend to the internal affairs of the 
church. Each has a peculiar importance at
tached to it. So oft as there is a gathering 
together, let it be for what purpose it may, 
you are each and all bound to attend, unless 
circumstances over which you have no control, 
prevent you. If the glory of God, and the 
good of His church, be your object, never say, 
" Oh, its only a prayer meeting." Such say
ings are far beneath the position you have as
sumed. Whensoever the doors are open, Sun
day or week day, (unless business prevent 
you) be you there. For if one is at liberty to 
stay away, all are at liberty to stay away. 
Concerning church meetings much has been 
said-both for and against. Some have said 
they should only be held once a quarter, but 
if you admit the principle, why not once a 
week, or as often as circumstances make them 
really needful; and supposing a time is ap
pointed, then and there you should be in your 
place; but if you are too indifferent to be present, 
pray do not have anything to say about what 
was done--be silent; for he who is too indo
lent to attend, must be too ignorant to judge. 
Some comflain that they don't know the 
members o the church. Why is it ? Because 
you do not attend when you should; and to 
those who wilfully neglect the ordinances of 
God's house, a day of reckoning will come. 
There is no holier or happier state on earth, 
than a church state. And while it is binding 
on all members to attend, it is also binding on 
them to assist in the support of the cause; 
and to uphold the pastor' a hands. When in
stead of cheerfulness, you see gloom depicted 
in your pastor's countenance, etideavour to 
make yourself acquainted with the cause; f~r 
if he is downcast you may conclude there 1s 
something wrong. See to it, therefore, whe
ther you may not remove the cause, and . the 
effect will cease; els, we may hear you saymg, 
"Ah! I don't hear my pastor now.'' Why? 
Because you offered up no prayer on his be• 
half; and you are irregular in your att<>nd-
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ance: and so circumstances compel the pastor 
to rend himself from his people. Therefore 
be prayerful and uniform in your attendance? 
so you may preserve him where and what h; 
ia, Farther, it is bincling on all churches, not 
only to pray for the pastor, and give your at
tendance, but give oflour property also. The 
apostle Paul says, "I · we have sown unto you 
spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall 
reap your carnal things?" We must remem
ber that the pastor must Ii ve as others, and 
expenses must be paid; and we are each un
der obligation to bestow our quota. Many 
other things, might be adverted to; but 1 
do not feel quite at liberty to enter into them. 
Live as brethren, be faithful, for Christ's sake. 
~en, 

theory on several grounds: First because it 
rests for support, almost entirely ~pon one or 
two s~lita~y portions of S~ripture, and these 
?CClllTmg ma book filled_w,th highly-wrought 
imagery, of confessedly difficult mterpreta.tion. 
.A boo~ of symbols m fact, the exact import 
of which has never been ascertained from 
the explanation of which, the most l~arned 
and devout have instinctively shrunk, and 
which even Luther at one time discarded from 
the cannon of inspiration. I allude to the 
Apocalypse; and to that part of it which 
depicts "the first resurrection;" a resurrec
tion which our pre-millennial friends under
stand literally, and which is made to compre
hend all the elect up to that period, or all the 
martyrs, or some of the martyrs only, for 
herein they differ widely. For the sake of 
brevity, I shall remark that this first resur
rect~on is no~ the resurrection taught by 
Christ and hIS apostles: - Not by Christ; 
for according to his teaching, "All that are in 
the graves •hall hear his voice," at the sam,, 
time, or in that "hour," "and shall come 
forth; they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life ; and that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation.'' Here 
the resurrection is represented as one event, 
and as comprehending all mankind. Tl,e same 
doctrine ia taught in the parable of the tares, 
and of the net, and of the Shepherd dividing 
hia sheep from the goats. Nor is it the resur
rection announced to the Corinthians; for 
that comprehends all that are in Christ as a 
head; whereas the pre-millennial resurrection 
takes in at most only the elect up to that 
period, after which the world is to be 'con
verted by Chriat, and continue a thousand 
years-during which period more conversions 
are to take place than in all the previous 
history of mankind. Nor is it the resurrection 
described to the Thessalonians, for then " The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know net 
God;" by which is meant not a providential 
visitation, but a.final ,·ecording. .Again; the 
resurrection of the just is said to take place at 
the last day, and at the la.et trumpet sound; 
but according to pre-Millenna.rianiam, there 
must be two last days, and two last trwnpet 
sounds ! " He that hllth ears to hear let hlm 
hear." Now, where the literal and the figura
tive diaagree, either the literal must rule the 
figurative, or the figurative must rule the lite
ral. If the former, pre-Millennarianism is 
doomed; if the latter, then have we no "sur• 
word of prophecy to which we do well to take 
heed.'' :But the first resurrection is clearly 
figurative. It ia a 11ision; and the ground of 
the scene is the Ro-man Empire. The period 
of its history reaches from the commence
ment of the Christian era to the subversion 
of Imperial Rome. :But the first resurrec
tion is yet future, and, therefore, cannot 
be literal. :But if not literal it must be 
figurative. And if figurative it must be the 
resurrection of a party previously depressed. 
Now this ho.a always been the case with the 
Church of Christ. But so it shall not always 
be. The church shall he the majority ; and 
the present majority become the minority, 

Mr. WILLU.M PA.LMER, of Homerton Row, 
, ~ext spoke to the meeting, having for his sub
Ject-

THE MILLENIUM: 
IS IT A. VISIBLE OR BPIRITUA.L REIGN? 
This is a question upon which nearly all the 

intelligence of the age has been concentrated, 
and no small amount of criticism expended. 
Will the period referred to, be characterized 
by the descent and residence of Christ, in viai
ble humanity, or will it be as now, a spiritual 
reign? I may just remark that the word mil
lennium signifies a thousand, and in its con
nexion with years, it means a thousand years, 
:But whether thls number be literal, mystical, 
or prophetical, ia matter of great controversy. 
Hence some refer it to the ministi·y of Chriat; 
some to the miniatry of the apostles ; some to 
the whole gospel diapensation ; some to the 
last thousand years of the gospel miniatry; 
some to a new dispensation which is to follow 
this, and continue till the end of the world; 
and some to a diapensation which is to com
mence after the dissolution of the present 
earth. Persons who believe in the viaible ap
pearance of Christ, at the commencement of 
this era, are termed pre-Millennarians ; while 
those who suepose he will come at the end of 
a spiritual reign, are designated post-Millen
narians. From these brief remarks, you will 
observe the subject to be" a fruitful one, and 
the several systems to be mark~d by diJ:feren
ces of great magnitude, the comparative 
merits of whlch it is not my province now to 
examine. Modern pre-Millennarianism I hold 
to be a delusion; but it is not my intention to 
utter any offensive remarks towards those who 
think otherwise, holding, as I do, that all have a 
right to form their own opinions; and that how
ever far they differ from me, I differ as far from 
them, the line being the same length, measure 
from which end of it you may. While, how
ever, I accord to the right of private judgment, 
I cannot cherish as certainly true the visible 
descent of Christ to this material earth, for 
the purpose of setting up a politico-ecclesi
asLical rule-taking up his abode at some 
ce~traf spot- some say at J eru~alem; the 
Mi!lerites fixed upon one of the U ruted States; 
Joseph Smith elected Kirtland, and afterwards 
N arvoo • while President :Brigham is clear 
upon tho Salt Lake. Now I object to this 
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Power and prudence shall thus change h1tnds; I Again: I hnve tT,eological objections. The 
nnd what shall the change be "but life from · system I nm now combatting lnterferes with 
the dead r" This is the "iirst resurrection." 1

, tho whole compass of doctrinal truth. It ig• 
And the second is like unto it; thus pre- 1 norcs, for example, the kingly nuthority nnd 
serring the theory of co,-respondcnce, so dear ' 1·ule of Christ. Last Tuesdny evening, I attended 
t-0 our pre-millennial brethren. For the ,·est i a lecture, entitled, "The Misunderstood 
of the dead-the remnant, or remaining part Prayer-Thy Kingdom Come;" which the 
of the dead party, li,e not again till the thou- : lecturer explained of tho millennial reign; 
sand years are expired, when Satan is loosed maintaining that the kingdom of God was not 
for a little season, decei.es the nations, and : the gospel, nor the chui·clt, nor nnytbing else 
the end of the world ensues. That the resur- short of the millennial reign. But when J csus 
reetion under notice is a figurative one seems began preaching, he said, "The kingdom of 
plain. The angel, the key, the chain, the God is at T,and." John did the same. And 
seal, the abyss, the physical contact, were all what was at hand two thousand years ago, can 
.fig,,rative. Besides, John saw the souls, not hardly be yet futttre. Paul told the Collo•
the bodies of them that had been slain, of sians God had " translated them into the 
whom " the firot resurrection" consisted. Such kingdom of his dear Son." Now if Jesus 
a figurative representation is common both in Christ had not the" a kingdom, how could the 
the Old and New Testaments, in secular Collossians have been translated into it? 
history, and in common discourse. I am '[ How could nny one? And how could the· 
aware our friends are great sticklers for the same apostle have said, "Wherefore we, re; 
" literal sense." They turn poetry into prose, ceiving a kingdom that cannot be moved, let 
and heaven into earth, for a "literal sense." vs have grace, whereby we may serve God 
But will they tell us wbnt they mean by a acceptably with reverence and godly fear." 
literal sense r Arc they agreed among them- It is argued, by pre-Millenne.rians, that the 
Belves on that point? Is there a single writer present dispensation is merely an introductory 
among them, who abides by the literal sense, one. Paul, however, said it could not be 
or who is consistent with himself? There are "moved," for it remained after heaven and 
passages of Scripture possessing much force earth had been shaken. Again, we are re
and beauty when interpreted spiritually, which minded that the present dispensation bas been 
not only lose all their excellency when in- tried and hasfailed-the.t the present class of 
terpreted literally, but which breed confusion agents-the existing order of things as or
in the sacred oracles, and set even inspired dained of God, though sufficient for the elect, 
penmen t-0gether by the cars. For instance, are incompetent to the salvation of the world. 
I read in Genesis " While the earth remain- It might suffice, one would think, simply to 
eth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, inquire, is the gospel designed to save more 
and· summer and winter, and day and night than the elect? Did Christ expect to save all 
shall not cease;" but in the millennium it mankind by the foolishness of preaching? If 
is said, "there shall be no night there." the gospel was designed to convert the world 
Of the same period it is said, " The city had to Christ,-to save all the elect, and all the 
no need of the sun, neither of the moon to rest who are blinded,-if, I say, this was its 
shine in it," " Neither shall the sun light mission, why then it has failed-grievously, 
upon them, nor any heat;" whereas, Isaiah and ignominiously failed. There is no con· 
oaith, "The light ot the moon shall be as the eealing the fact. Nor is this attempted. Jn. 
light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall deed it is me.de the basis of an argument; 
be sevenfold, as the light of seven days." for say they, it is in consequence of this failure 
InJ ohn's millennium, ns explained by our breth- that a new dispensation is required-that 
ren, " there was no more sea ; but Zecha- Christ must appear in visible humanity and 
riah says, "Living waters shall go forth from convert the world himself. This is the pith 
Jerusalem ; he.If of them toward the former and sinew of their cause. They assume the 
sea, and he.If of them toward the hinder sea." world is to be converted to Christ; the gospel 
John says, "There shall be no more death;" is unequal to a mission of this mag,.itude; 
yet Isaiah says, "The child shall die an hun- therefore, the visible reign of Christ is a 
dred years old." Again, I read, "Thy sun necessity. These assumptions involve gl'ave 
shall no more go down ; neither shall thy considerations, and under pre-millenne.rianism 
tnoon flJithdra.w itself." But in Ezekiel'• a question of vital importance: a question 
vision, which our brethren say beautifully de- which will probably divide the churches _as 
scribes the millennium, it is expressly said, Fullerism did some fifty years since. Chris
one of the gates of the temple shall be open tian brethren, bear in mind the Saviour you 
on the day of the new nwoii; and on the new love will come a~~.in, but not _in th~ y,ay 
moons, ,acriji,cea shall be offered. Now when and manner described by pre-Millenmahste. 
has the moon withdrawn itself? ·why, The Saviour reigns now: Personally, S?v.e
precisely at the time when the new moon be· reignly, Efficiently. We have the "Spmt, 
girui ! interpret these paasages literally ; the water, and the blood ; and these three 
and see the coruiequence: the laws of nature agree in one." These e.refo continue till "~he 
are reversed, the ordinances of heaven are end of the world," up to which consummation 
changed, if not destroyed; apostles contradict Jesus says, "Lo, I am with you al way." H 
the prophets, and the prophets contradict one you stake the success of the gospel on hwn.an 
another! and the~selves too. . So that by agency, you err, knowing neither the _Scrip· 
literal interpretation the pre-millennia] theory tures nor the power of God; and you Wlll w1t
atancls utterly condemned, ness failure, !1m1cnt1>blo failure, and nothing 
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but failure. But if, on the other band, you ! plete" in Christ· meaning without the cere
baee its action on an Old Teetament principle, I monial law; and that settles the question. 
thus expressed: "Not by might nor by power, I In conclusfon let me forewarn you of pro
but by my Spirit, eaith the Lord,'' you are eafe : bable effects. It is eating into the heart and 
enough. When J esue ascended for above all I core of evangelical truth. Paul anathrmu.
heaven• that be might fill all things, the Holy tized it in bis day; and we have to do battle 
Spirit wae given to glorify him on earth. And with the same foe. Are there no j udaizing 
ie not the reeidence of the Spirit with him P teachers now? No dissenting Puseyites? 
Did not Pnul excel in the gospel as preached No nonconforming Romanists? I hope you 
to every creature under heaven? What more will be led calmly, prayerfully, and solemnly, 
is wnnted P To question the ability of the to weigh over these matters. For my own 
Spirit to save, is the eame thing, in effect, as part, I speak things as I find them in the 
to question the ability of Christ, I do not say Word of God, not asking myself who will re
thJ attribution of inefficiency to the Spirit in fuse them, or who accept them. I say, as a 
his ofliciBl capacity is the sin against the Holy ruinister of Christ, standing up to ex_pound 
Ghost but I must think it borders hard the oracles of Go<l, I am bound to give an 
upon it. honest verdict when empanelled to ~ry the 

" We m'IUt h<J;1Je a new dispensation." Re- truth; an~ I hope I shall ever do this. So 
ligious institutions as now existing, are too help rue, God! 
tame and operose.' Walking by faith, will Never do we recollect to have heard any ad
not do. We must have sight. Not spiritual dress listened to with such breathless alten
but visible things are catered for. A terres- tion as the one which we :have here given, 
trial Paradise, rather than a celestial inheri- and it was evident that the speaker had a 
tance, seems to be the kind of happiness in large majority of the audience on his side. 
request. Confused, heterogeneous amalgama- The meeting was subsequently addressed by 
tions of things ecclesiastical with things po- Messrs. Field, Foreman and Chivers; after 
litical, of spiritual things with things cor- which the Doxology was sung, and Mr. Bloom
poreal; and of things heavenly with things field closed the meeting with prayer. 
that are earthly, appear to take much: a phi- A great nnmber of our ministerial brethren 
losophy I can no more expound than its were present, among whom we noticed :Messrs. 
theology. The laws by which mind transmits Aldis, Austin, Chivers, Dickerson, Edgcombe, 
itself to mind, while in material organisms, I Field, Foreman, Garrett, Meeres, Milner, 
pretend not to cx11licate; but by what new Moyle, Palmer, Shipway, Williamson, Wool
laws glorified bodies are to sit on material lacott, and Wyard. 
thrones judging flesh and blood, and reigning The spacious chapel was filled in every part, 
over multitudes of sinful souls in sinful and all seemed highly delighted with the pro
bodies, are matters that are too high for me, ceedings which terminated about half-past 
and seem like mountains of mystery cast up nine o'clock. 
for the sake of giving employment to man's 
faith and to God's power. 

After all, what is this "new dis~nsation," 
its worship, and its ordinances? Will it be 
credited? It is a .-ooiviji,cation of Judaism! 
A Levitical theocracy ! A restoration of the 
beggarly elements of a feeble age! Stopping 
the world, and causing it to turn backwards ! 
According to Paul, the Jewish ceremonials 
Were all exploded ; but according to premil
~ennarianism, the good time coming consists, 
Ill some degree, if not mainly, in returning to 
a yoke our forefathers were unable to bear. 
Paul says, "Circumcision availeth nothing." 
But what says Ezekiel's vision? "No stranger 
uncircumcised in heart, no1· uncircumcised in 
J!,esl,, shall enter into my sanctuary. This is 
m the milleniu,n, The Collossians were told 
that Jewish holidays, new moons, and Sab
bath Days, were the shadows of thin°s to 
come; which, of course, ceased when Christ 
appeared; but premillennarianism assumes 
tho resumption of them at "his appearing 
aud kingdom." The Galatians were ad visecl 
to " stand fast in the lib,n-ly wherewith 
Christ had made them free." But this " yoke 
of bondage" is to be characteristic of premil
lennial glory. Paul taught that whoever 
??ught to be "justified by t!1e In~," had 

fallen from grace; but what 1s falling from 
!lrace under this economy, seems to be nsrng 
in gTaco under that. Looking at the whole 
J cwish ritual, the apostle said, "Ye uro corn-

A NOBLE CHRISTIA.i.'l' EXAMPLE 
AT STALYBB.IDGE, 

BROTHER BANXS. - I have often been 
cheered by the accounts you give of the rise 
and progress of little gospel causes scattered 
up and down our highly favored isle. I wish 
to give some account of a little place, which 
was opened for Divine service on Lord's-d!'Y, 
January 27 1856, when two sweet encouragmg 
and soul-stiring sermons were preached by our 
esteemed friend, l\Ir. Gwinnell, of Charles
worth. We were favored with a fine day; the 
place was crowded in the afternoon ; and the 
collections more than we expected ; for all 
which we desire to thank the God of all our 
mercies. To me there is a very ruysterious 
Providence in connexion with this place. 
I will try to give you an outline of its _rise and 
prooress. Perhaps you remember co=g over 
to pi·eaoh to a few poor sinners at Stalybidge 
two or three years since. That little cause 
has just been able to keep head above water. 
Many times have I been afraid that it would 
sink to rise no more, but the Lord has been 
better than all my fears, he has sent us kind 
and benevolent men to minister his word unto 
us, and some of them would not have a 
farthing from us; but paid their own railway 
fares, and also contributed towards supporting 
the cause. If it had not been for the kindness 
of these friends, our cause mUBt huve sunk. 
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Jllay the Lord reward thei1· labors of love 
with many tokens of his love and mercy! 
Some have thought the obscurity and uncom
fortability of the pince we meet in, was a great 
obstacle to the prosperity of the cause, but 
thanks be to God who has put it into the heart 
of a kind and generous fiiend to build us a 
neat little place in a very beautiful situation, 
in the centre of a population of about 100,000 
souls : t.he :place is mcely fitted up with pews 
and forms to accommodate about 150, entirely 
at ttie good man's own expence. 

Is this not an example worthy of being 
made known to the ends of the earth 1 In 
the midst of our difficulties, this man came 
forward and nobly proposed to the friends of 
truth in Ashton and Stallybridge that he would 
build us a place one story at the end of two 
cottagesl and give us a wntten document that 
we shou d have it for seven years at one shil• 
ling per year, if we would furnish the in.side. 
This was cheerfully accepted, and we commen
ced building on this proposition ; but some of 
the friends wished him to raise it the same 
height as the cottages, so that we might put a 
small gallery in : he a,,o-reed to this, though it 
put him to about 50 J?OUnds extra expence; 
but we agreed to pay liim interest for this at 
five per cent. The place was furnished ; and 
the contractor wanted his money fortheinside 
work ; but we had sr.arcely one third of it 
ready ; some were unable to pay, and some 
unwilling; here we were ashamed and grieved, 
not knowing what to do ; and it pressed out 
many a ,igh from my-soul for the Lord to ap
pear for us ; so he did, by the same worthy 
friend. He now came forward and promised to 
return all the money that had been collected 
for fitting up the place, and to let it us for 
5 pounds per year, and we have taken the 
place on these conditions. I am sorry to have 
to say that the good intentions of the man has 
been watched with as much jealousy as if he 
was going to make 50 per cent by his money; 
and he has often been much hurt by the cold 
attention paid to the subject; but surely the 
great goodness the Lord has manifested unto 
us, will lead the people to repentance and to 
be more diligent m business and more fervent 
in spirit in the service of God! We applied 
to the two great.gospel illuminators of Lanca
shire to open our place but they refused to 
lend us a ray of their light ; they pass us by 
with as cold indi1ference as the pneet and Le
vite of old. May the Lord lead them to con
sider the obligations they are under as hie 
servants-to follow the example of the good 
Samaritan. May the Lord in hie mercy de
liver us from such a spirit of prejudice and 
bigotry, and enable us to maintain that liberty 
and freedom which our forefathers bought 
so dearly with their blood: and may we by 
hie grace be enabled to stand fast in the liber
ty of tµe gospel, and not be entangled with 
any yoke but the sweet and easy yoke which 
the gospel imposes upon us as believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ; arid may he bless us with 
a deep concern to walk as becomet.h the gospel 
of peace, and to let our light shine before men. 
And, oh, may we have the happy privilege of 
seeing many care less sinners turning -aside 
into our little place to see the strange sight-

why tlic bush is not burnt; and may tho 
good wiil of him that d1velt in the bush 
arrest their attention and break down their, 
hearts, and lead them with weeping and eup
p_lication to his throne of grace and morcy. 
The1·e are ten members from Stallybiidge and 
ten from Ashton joined togetho1· in fellowship, 
and may it please the Lord to cement us to
gether with true Christian love, that we love 
one another with pure heart fervently. I 
forgot to mention that the J?lace of worship is 
situate at the top of Currier Lane, Aehton
under-lyne. 

I think there is a good field of usefulness 
here for a faithful gospel minister : and oar 
hearts are g-oing out to the Lo1·d to send us 
a labourer mto his vineyard. 

4, Kay Street, Feb. 2. GEORGE Woon •. 

l\lOUNT ZION, 

HILL STREET, DORSET SQUARE. 

On Lord's-day, Jan. 27th, through the ten
der mercy of a covenant God in Christ, and 
by the mighty working power of God the 
Holr Ghost, we have been favoured to witness 
the baptising of nineteen persons on the 
above-named night, by our beloved pastor, J. 
Foreman. One of this number is one of God's 
ancient people1 being a natural descendant of 
Abraham; anCI now1 by sovereign grace made 
a partaker of the faith of Abraham.t. and of the 
true circumcision in the heart. The chapel 
was crowded in every available place, by an 
attentive and well-conducted audience; and 
our brother P.reached a sermon on baptism· 
from Matt. hi. 11 which- we pray and trust 
may be blessed or our God to the gathering 
in of still more of the ransomed by blood, the 
trophies of conquering grace, and the objects 
of everlasting love. Peace reigns, prosperity 
gladdens our hearts ; prayer is answered, the 
church increased;_ and1 above 9:ll, w!rlc~ en
sures these blessings, tne truth ts mamtamed. 
To our God be all the glory, and from us un
ceasing prayer with thanksgiving. W. H. 

ZOAR CHAPEL, HOLLOWAY. 

On Monday, February 4th, the half-yearly 
Tea meeting was held; when about ninety 
persons took tea, which is considered a good
ly number, as Zoar is but a email place, not 
seating more than 120 persons. After tea, 
our _Pastor took the chair, and the publio 
meeting commenced by singing a very appro
priate hymn composed for the occasion. Bro
ther Battson then implored the Divine bles
sing ; and our pastor rose to speak of some of 
the wonders which our Saviour had wrought 
for ue : he said it was twelve months that day 
since he.first came to Holloway as a_ supply, 
at which time things appeared to be m a 1ow 
state but he was happy to say the Lord has 
been' pleased to grant us a revival. Since 
.May last, he had ~aptised _17 _p~rsone; ~vo 
have also been received by dtsm1es1on; makwg 
an increase of 22 members. HH then stated 
what things he considered necessary for the 
prosperitf. of Zion; first, incr~ase of populn
tion,-chtldren must be bom 1D hor; second, 
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good co11_1merce,-there 11_1ust b~ constant com
municot1on between tho 1nhab1tants, ond the 
throne of heaven; third, pure air,-a pure 
gospel mini~try, and the breathing forth of 
the lloly Spint, felt and enjoyed are indis
pensable. Having tuned our voices once 
more in praise, Mr. ·whittle addressed the 
meeting, both pleasingly and profitably upon 
the things hinted at by our pastor. Another 
song, in which all united, was sung; Mr. 
Banks addressed the meeting, grounding his 
remarks on Psalm cxxii. 1. He first shewed 
what it ,vas that caused gladness in going to 
the house of the Lor<l, and what it was that 
caused sorrow; giving us a little of his own 
experience in this matter. It being now 
quite time to_clos? the meeting, ~e once more 
raised our voices m a song of pra1Be, and Bro
ther Ten·y closed the meeting with prayer. 

J.B. 

WILLEN HALL. 

ho:M Mr. William Stokes's "Hist<Y1"!/ of 
the Midland Association," we take the follow
ing brief review of the church Mr. Samuel Co
zens has just left. 

"The Baptist cause in this rapidly-increa
sing town may be dated from the year 1784, 
when Mr. Richard Bayliss, of Cosely, was in
vited to preach in a private house that had 
been occupied in the previous year by a pious 
student of Lady Huntingdon's connection, 
Mr. Thomas Jones. This young man is tra
ditionally reported to have preached the first 
gospel sermon ever heard in Willenball. Mr. 
Bayliss was soon after joined in this holy work 
by Mr. Bissell.and Mr. Smith, both ofCosely, 
by whom, unitedl,y, the gospel continued to be 
preached with manifest tokens of a divine 
blessing until 1792. The baptized believers 
having increased to thirteen in number, they 
were tormed into a separate church by dismis
sion from Cosely, and at once gave a ea.I\ to 
Mr. Bayliss to become their pastor, which he 
accepted. This holy man laboured among 
them with much success until 1804, when he 
was removed to his reward. The church join
ed the Association in 1792. The private house 
was exchanged for a small meeting-house, and 
a blessing continuing to attend the 'supplies' 
who followed Mr. Bayliss, a chaJ,>el was open
ed in 1811, and the cause carried on under 
much encour~gement until 1828, when Mr. 
Wassell became the second pastor. HE1 held 
this office until 1840, Mr. J Davis being or
dained co-pastor in October of that year. Mr. 
Francis followed Mr. Davis. In 1844 Mr. 
Jones became pastor, and in 1850, Mr. S. Co
zens succeeded to the pastorate, and holds the 
office at the present timo. After being a 
member of the Association for sixty-two years 
the church withdrew in 1864, but the reasons 
for this step are not stated on the minutes. 
The last report from this ohuroh was in 1861, 
the members at that period being 106 in num
ber." 

W o mny remark that the moro we look into 
Mr. Stokes's volumo the more "u are convin
ced that nn oxtonsi;o circulation of this vo
hime, would bo useful to the Baptist deuomi, 

nation. An unprejudiced reading of this book, 
under God, will go for to settle unstable minds 
as regards the true Scripture character of 
Church order, as observed by the Strict Bap
tist churches in this country.-ED. 

BAPTIST CHURCH, NEWICK. 

DEAR SI&,-I hope I can say the cause of 
Christ, in this place, is steadily moving on
ward. We commenced the year by holding a 
tea meeting on new year's day. 'l'he friends 
began to assemble about 4 o'clock in the after
noon; and a good number sat down to a very 
comfortable tea about 5 o'clock, in the chapel. 
After all had comfortably regailed themslves, 
the chapel began to fill; and at half-past 6, the 
public meeting commenced. Mr. Warren, 
minister, in the chair, began by singing 

"Kindred in Christ for his dear sake," &c. 

Mr. Pennett then engaged in prayer; and 
the chairman opened the meeting by express
ing the pleasure he felt in meeting so many 
friends at the very threshold of the year ; re
marking that in the past year many changes 
had taken place in many respects ; and in re
ferring to the state of many churches, he was 
sorry to say some were shaken, some divided, 
others declining; but it was not so at N ewick. 
During the past year, they had much to be 
thankful for; the congregation had increase<l, 
and the church had increased, and he hoped 
they would see better days. He then called 
on brother Baddock, who gave a very suitable 
address taking as the ground for his remarks 
the words "Behold how good it is for brethren to 
dwell to~ether in unity," and "Let brotherly 
love contmue." He spoke of the ancient date 
of love, the blessedness of that love, as the 
essence of all real religion. The chairman then 
called upon Mr. Bennett, who gave a suitable 
address in reference to the times and seasons, 
and expressed his happiness in meeting on such 
an occasion; and shewed why he thought it 
iood to begin the year in this way. After a 
few congratulatory remarks from the chair
man, a verse or two of that well known hymn 
was sung 

" Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in christian love, 

Tho fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above." 

The Chairman pronounced tho benediction ; 
and the meeting separated about !'.ine o'cl~ck, 
many declaring it was the happiest meeting 
they: ever attended. 

We have also to record, to the honour of our 
gracious Lor<l, nnd perhaps for the encountge
ment of some of the tried ones-that the Lord 
hath visited his people. We were favoure<l to 
meet at the water again on the last Lord's
dny in January. Mr. Warren baptised two 
persons, in the midst of a chapel fillet.I with 
people. He remarked, that ten months ago 
that day he was baptising in that place, anti 
ono of the present candidates was thcro us a 
mere spectator. "Wonder, 0 heavens, a1Hl bo 
astonishe,l, 0 earth!" It was hero the Loni 
met her; stopped her; convinced her of her 
sin, and sent her homo a poor brokeu hearted 
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Binner. He also remarked, that the Lord had ANOTHER DEBORAH! A MOTHER IN 
favoured him greatly-he led five down into ISRAEL INDEED! 
the water, ana they were evidently seals to 
his ministry. One of that number, a poor, GOOD TIDINGS FROM AMERICA! 
afllicted person, who was getting very pious 
in her wny, had just obtained a_new prayer MY DEAR BROTHER.-At the request of 
book, and was very devout-but 10 the even- our venerable brother, Mr. Samuel Lane, I 
ing she must needs come to Chapel, and more h l d I f d 
than once the Lord gave her such a sense of .ave ~nc ose L t,d_,o etter~ . rnm. 8 eparted 
her sinnership, that she was constrained to lay SJSler 10 the or , once hv10g Ill Bull, ?Ut 
aside the new prayer book ; and her prayers for ma1_1y ye_ars of t~e latter part of her hie, 
,vern now groans and sighs. The Lord gave she resided m America, . Should you deem 
her n sense of her sin, and cloatheu her with them worthy of a place Ill your EAI<THEN 
shame, that she felt so ashamed of herself that I VESSEL, you will oblige several readers of 
she looked for somewhere to ~reep ou~ of t~e that periodical. They appear to breathe tbe 
sight of J eho_vah. But there 1s no do1J1g this. savoury ancl holy truths of tbe everlasting 
messed be his dear name, mercy ai:id goodness gospel. You will be pleased to hear that our 
follow his loved ones. I _na~e this as an en- venerable brother Lane, in the 82nd year of 
coumgement to some one m like tnals. bis aite, yet proclaims the glorious gospel of 

"True raligion's more than notion, the blessed God ; and that al times with the 
Something must be known and felt." vigour of a man at 60: the Lord bath rn

ZION CHAPEL, WHITTLESEA. 
" A ministerial Watch-word for 1850," by 

the pastor, Mr. David .A.sbby, has been print
ed and published. While that address urges 
home important and seasonable truths, it indi
rectly tells us, the pastor is happy and useful 
in his work-the people do not forget him, and 
the caUBe prospers under him. These are 
happy tidings in such days of declension and 
division as a.re fast coming on us. 

"HIMSELF HATH DONE IT." 
lsAIAH mvm. 15. 

Himself bath done it all-O how those words 
Should bush to silence every murmuring thought 
Himself bath done it-be who loves me best; 
He who my soul with his own blood bath bought. 
Himself bath done it,- Can it then be aught 
Than full of wisdom, full of tenderest love! 
Not one unneeded sorrow will he send, 
To teach this wandering heart no more to rove. 
Himselfhath done it,-Yes, although severe 
May eeem the stroke, and bitter be the cup, 
'Tu his own hand that holds it, and I know 
He'll give me grace to drink it meekly up. 
Himself bath done it,-O, no arm but his 
Could e'er sustain beneath earth's dreary lot; 
But while I know he's doing all things well, 
My heart his loving .. kindness questions not. 

Himself bath done it,-he who's searcb'd me 
through, 

Sees how I cleave to earth'II ensnaring ties; 
And so he breaiUi each reed on w hicl.i my soul 
Too much for happiness and joy relies. 
Himself bath done it,-he would have me see, 
What broken cisterns human friends mui;t prove; 
That I may turn and quench my burning thirst 
At his own fount of ever .. living love. 
Himself hatb done it,-then I fain would say, 
Thy will in all things evermore be doue; 
E'en though that will remove whom best I love, 
'\\'bile Jesus lives I cannot be aloue. 
H~mself bath done it,-precious, precious words ; 
H1m&elf t mz Father Sa\'iour Brother Friend· 
\Vhose faltb.ulness n~ variatio~ knows ' ' 
Who having loved me, loves me to the 'end. 
And '!hen in his eternal presence blest, 
I at lns feet my crown immortal cast• 
I'll gladly own, with all bis rant;omed saints 
HimselJ' bath done it all-froin tirst to last, ' 

abled him to preach a full, and free, and 
finished salvation in Hull for more thau 40 
years. Praying that all coYeunnt blessi11gs 
may abound towards you, Yours in Jesus, 

15, New K,ng !St., J. CLAHK. 

Hull, l!eb. 13. 

To Mr. Samuel Lane. 
MY VERY DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD.

I received your kind letter dated Feb. 18th, 
in answer to mine ; and a short time ago I 
received by the ship Aurora the books, and 
the handsome little present from your dear 
daughter. I would have written sooner, but 
th~ Lord was pleased to lay me down in a bed 
of sickness. 'l'he mountain was so great that 
I fell under it; all my friends bad given mo 
up, and they expected that the Lord was 
about uniting me to my dear Bond, but they 
were mistaken; it was not an afiliction, but 
it proved a blessing. No tongue can tell the 
happiness I felt. I was carried far above all 
things. 0 ! if I could give you an idea of 
the blessed dreams and visions I had ? Yes ! 
and at the very time that my friends thought 
the breath was leaving me, I felt, and was 
confident that the time of my departure was 
not then come; and I felt assured that I 
would be raised up again in his name, and 
declare the truth. 

At the time of my illness there -was ono 
thing troubled me. An Arminian preacher 
called to see me; and shortly after there was 
a story in circulation, stating that I had 
changed my views1 and that I had sent for 
this man. lmmectiately I thought on dear 
Toplady. If the Lord was about to take me, 
I praved that he might give mo strength to 
be taken out to some publio place, that I 
might declare that my soul was once more 
established, rooted, and grounded in that one 
everlasting, electing, and predestinating love 
of the One Trinity-that 1s, God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. I 
have been more blessed, if possible, tbun 
ever with livin~ in that new crl'ntion-that 
is, living with Christ, my All, and in all. I 
can truly say "ith Paul, that " It is not I 
who si.nned, but sin that d wclloth in me." 

I have recci ved several letters of consola• 
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tion from those whom I believe are brethren 
in tho faith ; and they arc in the ministry
ono from England, and others from different 
parts of America; and I havo received many 
calls from my brethren in the Lord. 

I have not beon in th~ meeting-house yet, 
eincc my dear Bond died. I have not had 
etrength-that is, bodily etrength. I meet 
many people in my dwelling-house on Sun
days, at 3 o'clock, and 6 o'clock in the after
noon, and at 7 o'clock on Friday evenings. 
Last Sunday, at 6 o'clock, the portion that I 
was permitted to speak from, was, "The 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life." 

Next Sunday, I purpose for the first time, 
if the Almighty sees fit, to speak in the meet
ing house, without the assistance of my dear 
Bond. It will be a 'great trial to me, as I 
will not have his assistance to go in and out 
with me, and to open and close the meeting. 
But he is gone, and he is now singing more 
sweet and more loud,-Christ is all. He is 
walking with the Lamb in white. I believe 
that my Jesus will carry me above all ear~hly 
feeling. I feel that 1 want to be wrapt nght 
up in Jesus, with that sanctifying garment, 
and the unsullied robe of righteousness. I 
want to go to Calvary; to Gethsemane; to 
the grave of Joseph of Arimathea, there to 
see my rising God in human flesh, rising vic
torious, and the Christ in him over all death 
and hell, sanctifying all his Divine attributes. 
Here was life; here was the Conquerer; here 
we see the Traveller coming from Edom, with 
dyed garments from Bozra. . His vesture was 
dipped in blood-almighty to save. 

I am longing to see you; but this is idle 
talk; but I trust I shall meet you, and you 
meet me. Yes, we meet often; our breath
ings go up, and meet on that golden altar. 
Cheer up, my dear brother! you complain 
that the grasshopper--but it will not be 
long before the worms take their part; we 
will soon meet. 

I was thinking but yesterday- viewing 
Golgotha-of the scattered fragments of the 
temple. Jehovah will gather them, for they 
are frecious. My paper is nearly full, and 
yet have as much to say as ever. I am past 
seventy-one, and you are a few years older. 
We shall depart, I trust, as dear old Jacob, 
and say with him, "I have waited for thy 
salvation, O God!" and with Simeon, -
" Now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
p_eace : for mine eyes have seen thy salva
tion." A finished salvation; nothing to be 
taken, nor nothing added. That is all my 
desire; I want nothing else. I want the ap
plication of that blood ; the blood of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that cleanseth from all sin. 
I Want it every hour. This makes you and 
me bold with all God's children. I feel at 
times as though, if it were possible, I could 
go through all hell, and b1d defiance to every 
demon there, knowing that my Jesus is with 
me. 

I must bid farewell at present. I hope Y?Ur 
dear daughter is well,. and your beloved wife, 
Who, I trust, is my sister in that cove~ant 
order~d in all things, and sure. I trust 1f I 
nieet m the meeting house on Sunday next, 

that the Holy Ghost will ·lift the glorious 
ensign. 

My paper is now full, and my heart is full · 
flowmg with love all the way to Hull. I hav~ 
said nothing. Write! write! 

Your sister in the Lord, M. BOND, 
Carleton Mills, St, John, N.B., 

May 26, 1852. 

DEAR BROTHER,-A.s a duty I owe to the 
memory of our late and much lamented 
mother in Israel (Mrs. Bond)', I will now 
attempt to give some account of this truly 
good and pion• wom\11. She WM born in the 
city of Exeter, Devonshire, England, in Octo
ber 1779. At quite an early age she was 
arrested by the Lord's Spirit, and deeply con
vinced she was a sinner, lost and wretched; 
but these convictions apparently left her for a 
season. At the age of eighteen, she was again 
moved powerfully, and brought to see and feel 
her rumed state as a sinner. The circum
stances that led to her conversion were the 
following :-Wbile in the providence of God 
she was led to attend the funeral of a young 
female, and as the procession moved towards 
"the narrow house appointed for all living, 
they sung, as was the custom in those days, 
those beautiful lines of the poet, 

"Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly, 

While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is nigh," 

she fell to the ground, overwhelmed with a 
solemn and feeling sense of her state. She 
was instantly carried to a house close by, 
where she soon after revived, calling upon 
God for mercy. A man of God stood by and 
said to her, "Young woman, have you more 
devils to be cast out than Mary Magdalene P " 
"Oh, Sir," said she, "I am all sin." Soon 
after this she found Jesus precious to her 
soul, and felt that she was saved by grace 
alone, according to God's eternal purpose and 
grace, She then occasionally attended the 
Wesleyan Chapel. At the age of twenty-one, 
she united with the people of God, over whom 
presided that venerable minister and man of 
God, Dr. Hawker, under whose ministrl she 
was greatly blessed and comforted, an she 
came out publicly and spoke of the ~ord's 
goodness to her as o. poor unworthy •~er, 
givin"' all the glory to God for her salvat10u. 
A.bout the time of her visible union with the 
Lord's dear people, she married a Mr. John 
Ceram a man truly devoted to God, and a 
villl\ge' preacher, with whom she lived fifteen 
ye8J's, when bis Fath~r-God,. was pleased to 
remove him from this sorrowlllg state below 
to that sorrowless state above. She still con
tinued a bold, unflinching advocate for the 
truths of the glorious gospel. In the year 
1816 she wns married to the late lamented 
Geo;ge Bond, Esq., with whom she left Ply
mouth, England, and came to St. John's, New 
Brunswick, in 1819, where she attended the 
Episcopal church, expecting to hear the same 
truths that sho had heard at home, but was 
disar,pointed. Then she with her husband 
reso ved to worship God in their own house 
on the Lord's-day ; but it was not Jong bofore 
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the e.pplic&nts for e.dmission bece.mo so nu
meroue, that the house could not hold them. 
Hor great object was to place the crown on 
her Sanour's head, whom she loved better 
than life. In 1821 she, with her husband and 
two children, removed to Sand Point, Carlton, 
where she continued to recommend the truths 
of the gospel, and "to walk as a bright and 
shining light," till God took her to that better 
world where no sin nor sorrow reigns. More 
than twenty years ago, she and brother Bond 
were both baptised by the late lamented Mr. 
F. G. Miles, in this place; after which she 
still publiclv preached and taught the great 
salrntion, with increasing zeal and usefulness; 
the Lord blessing the word spoken by her to 
the ,ouls of many. In this place a Sabbath 
school was instituted many years ago ; per
haps the first in the province, taught by sister 
Bond. Many will never forget the instruc
tions received there. Many souls, through its 
instrumentality, were brought to Jesus, the 
Smner's Friend. 

She studied continually the Bible, and be. 
came fully acquainted with its inspired con
tents. Her mind was richly stored with 
religions and other useful knowledge, which 
she gathered from her extensive and valuable 
library ; perhaps the largest private one in 
the province ; including the most voluminous 
works of the greatest divines, historic, and 
other writers, from the fifteenth century to 
the present. Her principal topics of discourse, 
were, the sovereignty of Jehovah, the total 
depranty of Adam's race, God's eternal, elect• 
ing love, redemption by Jesus Obrist, justifi• 
cation according to the riches of his grace, 
sanctification by the Holy Spirit, 

About two years and a-half ago, the Lord 
removed her partner, brother Bond, to the 
heavenly world, since which she felt herself 
fast declining in body, and was deeply im
pressed with the necessity of the organization 
of a Christian church, where she long laboured 
and preached the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. She realised this about three months 
ago; and became a member of the infant 
church herself. 0, how she le.bored for the 
Master! Truly, it may be •aid of her, as of 
one of old, " She hath done what she could." 

In the decease of this mother in Iorael, the 
church has lost its most valued member; the 
fatherless and widow, a kind O:nd generous 
benefactress ; the world, a friend and instruc· 
tor. 

Towards the end of her mortal career, · I 
stood by her dying couch, and heard such lan
guage as none other than a blood-bought soul 
could utter. She would exclaim, "Oh, that 
is precious ! that is efficacious to clean•e so 
vile a sinner as I ! Glory to God! for its 
saving, sanctifying power." 

The night before she fell asleep in Jesus, as 
an aged saint sat by her dying pillow, she 
would exclaim, "Don't you hear the rum
bl~g of the chariot wheels a-coming P" Thus 
this woman of God experienced much of his 
goodness during her last moments on earth. 
For about 33 years she lived in Sand Point, 
and was much esteemed, loved, and respected, 
by all who had the pleasure of her acquaint· 

e.nce, Her le.et eicknese and death cut a 
gloom over tho community at large. Every 
one felt that n great woman had fallen in Is. 
rael. On Wednesday, 26th July, she ended 
her pilgrimage on earth, in her 7 4th year. 
Her spirit was borne by angel companies to 
the habitation of God and the Lamb. It is 
true, we have suffered a loss Jn her death; 
but it is her infinite gain. In this solemn, 
painful bereavement, the church here submits 
to the wise hand of a loving Father, praying 
the loss we have sustained may in some hum. 
ble measure be made up, and sanctified to 
God's dear people. Her funeral sermon was 
preached last Lord's-day, at 3 o'clock, at her 
chapel, at Sand Point, by Mr. Samuel 
Robinson, pastor, of Busel's Street Baptist 
Church, St. John, from Psalm xvii. 15, to a 
vast concourse of people. -The discourse was 
blessed, I trust, to many souls-" From hence
forth, blessed are the dead that die in the 
Lord : yea, saith the Spirit, they rest from 
their labours and their works do follow them." 
I remain your' s, in the hope of eternal life, 

GEORGE SEA.LY. 

MAY DEACONS ADMINISTER 
ORDINANCES P 

(To the Editor of the Earthen Vessel.) 
Sm-Is it not out of order for a Strict Bap
tist Church to partake of the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, without a minister to of-
ficiate ? J. A. 

[We certainly think it is out of order. A 
very high authority in our churches, says
none but THE PASTOR OF THE CHURCH should 
administer, except the church, in a body, see 
it riiht to authorise a deacon to do 4t of ne
cessity, The office of the pastor is a sacred 
office, and must not be made a mere matter 
of convenience : the work of the pastor is a 
solemn work, and should not lightly be in
fringed upon : the administration of ordi
nances, is pastoral work ; and the Scriptures 
nowhere authorise unauthorised or unrecog
nised persons to administer, Dr. Gill says-] 

'' A question may be put, Whether a bro
ther, or private member of a church, may be 
deputed by the church, to administer the or• 
dinance of the Lord's Supper? The ordi· 
nance of the Supper cannot be administere_d 
authoritatively but by an officer, since it 1s 
an act of office-power, and must be adminis· 
tered in the name of Christ, by one as a sub· 
stitute of him ; and if the church may dele· 
gate and substitute others for the discharge 
of all ordinances whatsoever, without elders 
or pastors, then it may perfect the saints, and 
complete the work of the mini•trp without 
them ; which is contrary to Eph. 1v. 11, 12 j 
and as Dr. Owen further observes, it woul 
render the ministry only con,veniimt, and n~t 
absolutely necessary to the church, which 18 

contrary to the institution of it ; and such a 
practice would tend to make a church con· 
tent without a pastor 1. and careless and negt 
ligent of seekmg aner one when withou 
one." 
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SPIRITUAL LIFE-GOSPEL TRUTH, 
AND 

TJJ:E FRUITS OF GRACE! 
TnE words which bend this brief notice repre
sent the essential blessings so greatly needed 
in our dny. • Undisciplined youths-whose 

· zeal is young nnd hot, may tell us, " all is 
rigl,t :" that the state of the church is good, 
and that things are going on well-but we 
pass by such empty and unsound expressions, 
and reflect seriously on the painfully manifest 
want of VITALITY, of GOSPEL HARMONY, and 
of PERSEVERING PRACTICAL ZEAL in the 
midst of our churches-in the consciences and 
ministrations of many of our pastors-and in 
what should be the devoted lives of our believ
ing brethren, and professing friends. 

We know " the covenant is ordered in all 
things, and sure;" we know.the Lord's" coun· 
sel shall stand, and he will do all Ms 
pleasure:" -we know the GREAT HIGII 
PRIEST in Heaven prevails-and TIIE ETER
NAL SPIRIT on earth is potent, powerful, and 
never finally resisted or bindered in his work 
in giving life to the uncalled elect-in making 
the gospel the power of God unto the se.lvation 
of the redeemed; and in restoring and strength
ening them that have believed. We know that 
some churches flourish, because they have gifted 
labourious ministers, but many churches are 
declining, because there is neither dew, power, 
light, freshness, nor edification in the ministry. 
Hence the constant shiftings; the frequent 
complninings-the numberless dividinll's, and 
a host of the evils which we stay not mmutely 
to look at. We say, the want of BPIRITU AL 
UNION,-of BELF·DENIAL,-of HARMONIOUS 
WORKING,- and of real CHRISTIAN SYM
PATHY, in our Churches, is producing 
a state of weakness, and barrenness, fearful to 
contemplate. If positive proof be required, 
we will endeavor to give it. The exposition 
would ce.11 · for sacrifices, which-if the cause 
of God, a good conscience, and the benefit of 
the churches, demand -we would willingly 
make. Preceding that, let us any, llrethren, 
look deeply, frequently, prayerfully into your 
o~ states of soul-into the ree.l spiritue.l con
d1hon of your churches :-bring the Word of 
God wherewith to gnage, to test, and to try 
the whole; and then, answer us, when we nsk, 
"Do we, without cause, asse,·t these tl,inqs 7" 

"PROFE8SION AND PRACTICE !" is the 
title of a volume now before us. It has driven 
us to write the foregoing brief remarks. The 
volume contains-
" Thoughts on tlie Low State of Vital Re-

ligfon among Professing Christians: with 
I ]!ints as to the Means of its Revival." 
t _ is n Scotch work. G. Macculloch, is the 

Whter; lllackie and Son, the publishers. We 
generally look with much suspicion on Scotch 
worko! Scotch divinity is, genere.lly speaking, 
~00 ~mooth, too general; and seriously defect-
1yo m the faithful ncknowledgment of1 the dis
hnct Personality, and glorious essential power 
Snn,! precious sovereign working of THE HoLY 

l'IRIT, 

We have, of late, made it one distinct part 
of our business to look somewhat carefully 
into the most widely circulating Scottish 
Christian periodicals, and literary Scottish 
Church productions. What is the result? 
Would we be uncharitable ? No; not we. 
Would we not rejoice to find a holy Scottish 
fire-a fire evidently of Heavenly origin-a 
penetrating fire-an illuminating flame-a 
purifying power - developing the amazing 
glories of the Covenant, the Cross, and the 
Crown; and expressive of the great mysteries 
of SALVATION as wrought in the inmost souls of 
saved sinners ?-Yes! yes!! indeed. We would 
rejoice to find it. But we cannot. Neither in 
Scotland, nor in Ireland; neither in America, 
nor in Germany; neither in the Colonies, nor 
on the Continent, can we discover that there 
is any special measure of tbat .Almighty 
energy, which throws Saul of Tarsus to the 
ground ; revee.ls Christ in the soul; compels 
mm to deny himself, and at all hazards, at all 
costs, in a determined spirit, conferring in no 
sense with flesh and blood, to go forth extoll
ing the Lamb of Gon with e.11 his holy, heaven
born powers. No ! England-with all thy 
faults-thou standest e.lmost unrivalled in 
this - " thou hast a few names in Sardis 
who have not defUed their garments." 
To you-to the true church of God with in you 
-we say, and with e.11 the honesty and ear· 
nestness of a soul baptised in go$pel love and 
zee.l for Christ's glory, we say to you-" HOLD 
FAST THAT THOU HAST : THAr NO MAN TAKE 
THY CROWN." 

The volume before us, "PROFESSION AND 
PRACTICE," -is a pungent and practical es
say on the general aspect of the churches. It 
may be useful to us on this side of the Tweed, 
to listen to this evidently wise-hearted 
Scotchman, We simply introduce the author 
this month; a few short notices she.11 be given, 
as month after month rolls on. 

The great fact which our author sets out 
with, is given in words like these--" It is a 
melancholy fact, that a very large proportion 
of our professedly Christian poJ?ulation do 
really afford but too pe.lpable eV1dence, that 
however sovereign and infe.llible may be the 
gospel, they hnve derived but little, if any; 
renl, vital, soul-renewing, heart-constraininir 
cure therefrom." To attempt to hide, or deny 
this, would be a species of false charity never 
to be tolerated by honest men. To point out 
the evils-and to speak of the remedies for 
those evils, is Mr. Macculloch's work. How 
he does it, we wish to shew our readers; 
and to do so fairly, we must have more 
time, and more space, than fa.Ila to our lot this 
short, cold month of February. Suffice it to 
say, "THE MINISTRY" is the first subject
and '' tlie multitude of men-made preachers;'' 
and self-elated pastors, come in for no sme.11 
share of this Scotchman's criticism. Let 
the host of hirelings beware I Let the 
immense mnss of pulpit plaguers, and 
petty-praters begin to tremble; for Mr. Mac
culloch most fully declares that with the 
ministry-as nn instrumentality-lays the 
blessedness of Zion's prosl?erity, or the bad
ness of the Church's condition. Wo must de-
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fer opening the budg-Pt until next month. 
Ou~ continual.ion, (D.V.) will be found under 
the same heading. 

SIX SIGNS OF GOSPEL PROSPERITY. 
MR. JOHN CORBITT, Pastor of the Baptist 
Chapel, New London Road, Chelmsford, has 
issued an address to his church and congrega
tion. It is original, affectionate, faithful, and 
encouraging. He calls it "a,i acknowledg
ment of the Lora' s abm,dant goodness, in es
tabli,hing peace, union and prosperity" 
amongst them. 

There certainly are some most searching 
and useful questions put to the consciences of 
the people. We rejoice to find our Bedford
shire brother more successful in Essex, than 
he has hitherto been. We ,enture to say
( our brother John must forgive us)-letyoung 
ministers look at JOUN CORBITT, if they are 
discouraged because of the roughness of the 
way. In the first place, he is dandled on the 
knees, at Biggle•wade ; there the Lord evi
dently favored and honored him it: every 
sense. But, John Corbitt must go into the 
furnace, or his usefulness in the ministry 
will be very limited. Our brother James Wells 
is, therefore, commissioned by hea.en (we dare 
not dispute this-) to send his brother John 
Corbitt down to Manchester. There John has 
euch trials to endure as almost break his 
heart :-but, now, in "the wealthy place"
now, "beside the still watsrs,''-now, when 
Job's prophecy has been fulfilled-(" He 
knoweth the way that I take, and wl,en he 
hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold:''
now,) he sits down in his quiet study, and 
gratefully chaunts, with Paul, that beautiful 
new covenant anthem-" And, WE KNOW 
THA.T .ALL THIN GS (both in Biggleswade an.~ 
Manchester) WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD, 
&e. &c. In the most secret and sincere feel
ings of our soul, do we pray, that in Chelms
ford our brother may a.bound yet more and 
more; and there, after many years, finish his 
course with joy. . . 

From Mr. Corb1tt·s pamphlett, entitled "A 
Go,pel Trio''-with "Original Proverbs,"
" Scriptural Hints" - and "An Original 
Poem, for the Tried and: Tempted Chris
tian" -we quote the following:-

" The question is-what is it to have the 
Divine approbation in a Christian church and 
people ? Some things, that ~ ~elie".e, are as 
follow :-First. When the mm1ster JB enabled 
to stand constantly and unflinchingly declar
ing the plain gospel of Christ in all godly sim
plicity, unmornd either by applause, threaten
ing, censure, or division. Secondly. When 
the oongregation of attentive hearers are in
creased. Thirdly, When scatte,red eheep are 
gathered to the fold. Fourthly. When union 
is manifested in a continual increru10 and 
co_nstant attendance at prayer meetings. 
Fifthly. When sinners a.re convinced un
der the Word and brought to forsake their 
former ways and companions, and made to tell 
how the Lord had delivered them from the 
law and made them willing to walk with his 
people in all his holy_commandments. Sixthly. 
When e. sympathetic and liberal spirit is 

manifested towa1•ds one nnotl,cr in nffiiclion 
and distress. These six evidences wo havo. 
therefore we have so much right to rejoice nnc1 
say-' the Lord of hosts is with us, the God 
of Jacob is our refuge.' Psal. xlvi. 7.) 

" Our congregation has incrensed in two 
years and three months nt least two-thirds; 
the church has increased from 26 to 66; 13 of 
which have been admitted by baptism,- nnd 
the others have, by the good hand of the Lord, 
been gathered from other quarters, end all ad
mitted by the relation of their experience ; so 
that you have often been cheered by hearing 
them tell what God had done for their souls ; 
three have been removed death, one has emi
grated to Australia, and one has been separa
ted ; besides this, more than £50 have been 
paid off the chapel debt, and the rest of the 
money advanced by the Baptist Buildind Fund 
London, will be paid by half-yearly instal
ments, without interest: so that·now no heavv 
burden clogs your energies, and a little more 
exersion will make the remaining debt move 
off easily. I hope that the wise and liberal 
will take this hint. 

T1"acts for Sailors and Soldi81's.-London; 
Mr. Brown, 14, Burton Street, Eaton Square, 
The titles of these tracts are very striking :
Christ in tlie Camp, before Sebastopol; or 
Gi-ace triumphant in the Trenches, on the 
field of Battle, and in the Hospital, is one 
which contains many interesting facts confir
matory of the truth of the title, "Dying in 
Jesus," &c. These tracts might be usefully 
given away by Christian travellers. They 
speak well of the importance of a saving 
knowledge of the Saviour. 

"They that sow in tea1"s, shall reap in joy." 
A translation from the German. London : 
Ward & 'Co. From this volume, we hope to 
draw some cautions and consolations next 
month. 

" The Sabbath-the Working Man's Charle1'. 
Thoughts for Working Men," &c., &c. By 
JOSEPH KINGBMILL, ll,J.A. Chaplain, &c. 
London: Longman. 
We would say to all working men who fear 

God-read this pamphlet to your fe\low-1~
bourers, assemble them together and read it 
for them. Sunday School Teachers ! Here 
are some stirring hints for you. 

"The Brighton Pulpit.-No. 69, Price 2d, 
Published by Charles E. Verral, Nile Street, 
Brighton. . 
" Christ precious to believers,"-is the title 

of the Sermon. It is a funeral sermon for the 
late Mrs. Simmonds; preached in Bond Street 
Chapel, Brighton. By Mr. George ~•~ac. 
Very judicioualy, and with a wise freclSJOn, 
the preacher leaves the ·saint to exto the Sad 
viour · and although we have almost looke 
in va;;, for the dying te•tjmon;r of the ded 
parted, we have n"ot ·sought m va!n for a go~
report of the loving and ever rmgn~g. Da{d 
man, Ile<leemer, and Friend, who 1s _ind~ ei; 
precious to his own dear sheep, when m t 1 

suuls he is revealed; and when his presence 
they enjoy. 
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THE PERSONAL 

APPEARANCE OF THE SAVIOUR AT JERUSALE~l; 
on, 

MILLE~ARiiU{ VIEWS FAIRLY CONSIDERED. 

To the Editor of the Eartl,en Vessel. 

Srn,-.-1.• Mr. Palmer, Baptist Minister, of for the whole law appears to these persons 
Homerton !tow, in his address at :deard's like an animal, or which the literal expres
Court Chapel, on Tuc,sday, February 5th, sions are the body, but the invisible sense 
on the occa;ion of Mr. Bloomfield's pastorate that lies enveloped in the expressions, the 
anniversary, made use of language, which soul. This sense was fir,t pre-eminently 
you state in your perioclical " was listened studiecl by this sect, disceminir, as through a 
to with breathless attention," but which was mirror of names, the admirable beauties of 
nevertheless a misrepresentation or Mille- the thoughts reflected. Origen, a famollB 
narianism; I trust, therefore, in fairness, Christian writer of the third century, cor
you will allow me space in your Yaluable dially embraced this rule of exposition; and 
miscellany to meet the charges he has as his mental endowments were of no ordi
brought ag,1inst us, and thereby gi,e me nary cast, he successfully instilled his princi
an opportunity to contend for truths which, pies into the minds of his disciples. With 
I am happy to say, are gaining grnund in what caution we should imbibe his senti
the present clay, but which still require wiu- ments may be gathered from the followinl(' 
no wing, in order that the wheat may be specimens of bis teaching:-" The source or 
separated from the chaff. I beg, therefore, to many evils, he declares, lies in adhering to 
say, in the onset, that Mr. Palmer's asser- the carnal or ixlernal part of Scripture: 
tions respecting Millenarianism are no more those who do so shall not attain to the king
the doctrines which we believe than Fuller- dom of God. Let us, therefore, seek after 
ism or ~iormonism arc faithful reprcsenta- the spirit and the substantial fruit of the 
tions of sound Calvinism; and Mr. P. is no Word, wl1icl, m·e Mdden and mysterious." 
more justifiecl in the remarks which he has The Scriptures are or little use to those who 
made than would a Churchman be who understand them as they are written nnder 
should take the doctrines of the Book of the shelter of this latitudinarian canon : it 
Mormon an,! hold them up as a specimen of was easy to palm any notion upon the world, 
the crcecl of Dissenters, because they come and as easy to obscure and pervert every 
under the general head. llloderu Mille- truth. The meaning of the Bible depended 
narianism, s~ys Mr. Palmer, I bold to be a not on the stringent rules of grammar-the 
delusion. Now had he said mongrel Mille- only safe criterion whereby the signification 
narianism, such as bas been palmed upon tbe of language can be tried-but on the fertility 
world by several writers of our day, I should of genius in tho person of the interpreter, 
not have been so much surprisecl ; because whose imagination, rather than the powers 
much which bas been written by Dr. Cum- of bis understanding, was inrnked and 
miug, Messrs. Molyneux, Cox, and others, is obe):ed. This learned father turned the 
mixed and confused, and therefore will not artillery of his talents and erudition against 
bear the test of God's Worcl. But I beg to the cause of the Cbiliasts (a name by which 
tell Mr. Palmer that modern ~lillenarianism they were designated hy their opponents). 
is a revival of primi:i,·c Millenarianism, Lon" before tbis period (says Mosheim, 
which was bel,l dear aucl sacred by the troatin"' of the third century) an opinion 
apostles of our Lord, and also by the bad pr~vailcd that Christ was to come and 
cllurcbcs up to tbo clo,iug part of the· third reign a thousand years among men, before 
centu1·r. A recent write,· observes, that in the entire and final dissolution of this world: 
the third and fourth centuries, Chiliasm, or this opinion, which had hithel'to met with 
lllillenari,mism, foll into rlierepute, in conse- no opposition, was dilfe~ently interpreted by 
quence of a vicious and most <lungerous different persons; nor did 1111 promise them
system of Biblical interpretation being en- selves the same kind of enjoyments in that 
~uuraged. Tho Thcrnpeatae-a sect of J ows future and glorious kingdom, But in this 
In Egypt-excited the attentio11 of men at a century its credit bega11 to decline. principally 
,·cry early period in the Chri:itia'l era, and tl1rougl, tile injille,we a11d aielhority of Origen, 
among their peculiar notions which they who opposed it with the grentest warmth, 
1nai11t.11ine,I, tau"ht that tho Scriptures because 1t was incompa 1ible with some of his 
shuu_l,l be co11ter~1platod as having a mystic favourite senti111enls, Nepos, an Egyptian 
0 •~ l!1~den senso. They ox pound the Sacred bishop, endeavoured to restore this opinion 
'' rttlll!(s, observed Philo J udmus, by ob- lo its former credit, in a book written a9aimt 
ecure, allegorical, and figurative expressions; the al/ego,·ist,, for 60 he called, by way of 
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contempt, tho adversa1ies of the Millenarian to Jacob my servant-, wherein your fathers 
system. This work, and the hypothesis it de- have dwelt, and they shall dwell therein oven 
fended, '\\"as extremely well received by great they and their children and their children's 
numbers in the onnton of Arsinoe, and, children fot· ever, and my servant David shall 
among ot)1crs, by Colacion, 'a Presbyler, t>f ~e their P,·ince for ei·cr," Ezek, xxxvii. 24, 
no mean influence and reputation. But Dio- 25. Now I contend that these passages of 
nysius of Alexandria, a disciple of <_}rigen, holy writ have not yet been accomplished, or 
stopped the growing progress of this doc- that Mr. Palmer's ingenuity will never ho 
trine, by his private discourse, and also by able to spiritnalizc them. 'l'bat they are yet 
two learned disscrtat.ions concerning the future, and shall have a literal fulfilment.. I 
Divine promises. will now siniply call his attention to the fol-

We perceive, then, a cause why Cbiliasm !o,ving scripture as recorded in the book of 
declined; end we may judge for ourselves the prophet Zechariah xiv. 1-5 
whether the novelty introduced by such all II Behold the day of the Lord cometh and 
expounder as Oriiren should supersede the thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee, 
unanimous testimony of the \wo preceding for I will gather all nations to battle, and the 
centuries. Origen, then, "·as the founder of city shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and 
l\!r. Palmer's creed, and to Origcn rnnst be the women ravished, and half of the city 
attributed ftll the mist, confusion, and dark- shall go into captivity, and the residue of the 
ness which prevails in his mind. llfr. P. people shall not be cut off from the city. 
says, he objects to a visible descent of !he Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against 
Saviour at Jerusalem, because we Mille.. those nations as when he fought in the clay 
narians (as he asserts) have nothing scarcely of battle, and Ms feet shall stand in tl,at day 
to guide us but a book of symbols, which, he upon the Jlfount of Olives, which is before 
is pleased to say; is a book which the most Jerusalem on the east, am! the mount of 
learned and devout ha,·e instinctively s!.runk Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof to
from; but I beg to inform him that he is not ward the east, and towwrds the west-, and 
correct in this matter. We barn more in there shall ~e a very great Talley, and half of 
the books which bear the names of the pro- the mountam shall remove toward the north, 
phets, and also of others of the apostles he- and half of it toward the south, and ye shell 
side John, than he is aware of. I would ask flee to the valley of the mountai11s; tor the 
him what he thinks of the following pas- l'alley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal, 
sages, which we think have a direct bearing yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before 
upon the subject in band, namely, the per- the earthquake in tl,e daJS of Uzziah king of 
sonal appearance of the Saviour at J crusa\em: J n<lab : and the Lord mv God shall come, 
"Thus saith the Lord I am returned unto an<l all the saints with thee." 
Zion, and u:ill dwell in the midst ef Jcrusa- Now I ask, is this language to be under
/em, and Jerusalem shall be called a city of stood figuralirely or literally? To spirit
tr-uth and the mountain of the Lord of hosts, ualize it or to attempt to make it apply to 
the holy mountain," Zech. viii. 3. Sing and the church of Christ, or to en<leaYour to prom 
rejoice, 0 daugl!ter of Zion! for, lo, I come, that it bas been accomplished in the past his
and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saitb tory of the Jews, is altogether futile. All 
tbe Lord, an_d many natiuns shall be joine<l nations have never yet been gathered against 
to the Lor<l 10 that day, and shall l,e my pco- J crusalcm, nor has the Lord e\'er fought 
pie, and I ,ci!l d1ctll in the midst of thte, !Ind against tl1osc nations as when he fought in 
thou-shalt kr:ow that the LorJ of busts bath the day of battle, that is, when he overthrew 
sent me m,to thee, and the Loni shall inherit Pharaoh and his hosts in the Red Sen, 
Judah his portion in the Holy Land, and s',ail Ag-ain. it is said that" his feet shall stand in 
choose Jerusalem again," Zeeb. ii. 10 -12. that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is 
'' Sing, 0 daughter of Zion, shout, 0 Israel, be before J crnsalem on the cast, and the l\Iount 
glad :rnd rej,,ice with all tl,y heart, 0 daugh- of ()]ires shall cleave iii the midst thereof" 
ter of Jcrurnl~m, the Lord bath taken away 

1 

&c., "and he shall flee like as ye fled fr?Dl 
thy j udgments, be hath cast out tl,ine enemy, before the earthquake in tLo days of Uzz1ah 
1Jze King of Israel ,-,,en the Lord, is in the I king of Judah." Now what language can 
midst ~f thee, thou shalt not see e-vil any I be plainer than this? Was there an_ earth: 
more," Zeph. iii. 14. "Jn 1hat day it shall quake in the days of Uzziah kin/\' of Judah' 
be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not, and to turn to 1\ mos, i. and JOU will find it there 
Zion, Let not thv hands be slack, tl,e Lord recorded. ,v as this· a literal earlhquake? 
th_y God in the ,,;idst of tl,ec is mighty. ll e No man who professes to believe the IJiblo 
will save, he_ will rest in his lol'e, be will joy will attempt to deny it. Then, 1 Ask, on 
~,ver thee w1tb singing-, Zcph. iii. JG, 17. what authority can this earthquake be con-

And David my scrv"nt ,!,all /,e 1.·in_lJ oi·r-r trovrertrrl wl,en we nre expressly told that 
them, and tltey di shall have one sl,rpht'rd, tltc second shall he like unto the first. I 
they shall also walk in my judgments, and think if we were to attempt lo prove Lb~t 
obser1·e my _statute,, and do them, and they this chapter is to bo taken flgnratil'cly or 6P1" 

shall dwell rn the land that I have giv,eu nn~ I ritually, it would be l!omething like band-
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Jing the word of the Lord deceitfully. Our' glad." He will find on comparing fultllled 
opponents may charge us ae great sticklers prophecy with the events by which they have 
for the literal and ndepte at turning prose been accomplished, that those things which are 
into poetry, and heaven into earth, for a lite- the subjects of history, were once themes of 
rnl sense, but I think wo are less guilty than prophecy, and that those things which were 
our accusers. Again in the 11th verse we once seeming impossibilities were now plain 
are told," And men shall dwell in it; (Jerusa• Riatters of fact. He now finds that God's 
lem) and there shall bo no more utter des- threatenings concerning Jerusalem, Babylon, 
truction, hut Jerusalem s!ialt be safely inliabi- Mount Edom, Arabia, and other cities were 
ted." Has this been accomplished? Is , no figurative language, but literal to the very 
not Jerusalem in the hands of strangers? 1

1 

letter; that statements made by holy men of 
Has the Jew, during the last 1800 year3, God, who spake as they were moveu by the 
dl\<elt safely in the land of his fathers? Has I Holy Ghost, coneerning the birth, humilia
he hut been in a state of constant fear and tion, sufferings, death, resurrection, anu ex
dread !Jecati.se of his enemies? This, there- altation of the Eternal Son of God were no 
fore, shall be accomplished after the Saviour figurative expressions, but Divine realities, 
bas stood upou the l\lount of Olives, for the which did not fail in their accomplishment 
deliverance of his ancient people the Jews in one jot or tittle; and therefore his faith 
and for the destruction of their adversaries. does not rest here, but embraces other pro
Mr. Palmer's views respecting the resurrec- mises which are as certain of literal fulfil
tion are just as antagonistic to truth as are ment as those which have been already ac
those with whom be contends. I can assure complished. When he reads his Bible he 
him that we hold nil su(;h ~entiment as that reads it with some degree of consistency. If 
which be has stated, namely, " that glorified he reads such language as the following, as 
bodies will sit on material thrones, judging recorded by the Prophet Jeremiah xxxni.
flesh and blood, and reigning over multitudes "And the flocks shall pass again under the 
of sinful souls in sinfol bodies." I repeat hands of him that telleth them;" here his 
that this is not n doctrine held by sound Mil- faith eyes the gift of the church to Christ, 
lenarians. We are as much opposed to this every individual member of that church 
hypothesis, as Mr. Palmer. We are not having been given to the Great Head for the 
amongst those who relieve that the resurrec- purpose of redemption, j_ustification, and 
tion will take place at the commencement of eternal glorification, and which are to be 
the :'.lillenium, bzet at its close. When Christ marshalled, presented, at the great day of 
nppears on Mount O!ivet it is not for the presentation to the Father, perfect, both as 
purpose of raising the dead, either righteous regards holiness as well as number, not one 
or wicked, but to deliver tbe Jews from their being in any way spotted with sin, nor yet an 
adversaries, to convince, restore, and establish absentee. Yet he does not attempt to rob 
in their own land, his long cast-off, and ap- the Jew of that cluster of promises from 
parcntly forsaken, people, and to set up his which he has taken this choice drop of honey 
glorious kingdom on the earth. The per- which has refreshed his weary spirit, but he 
sonal appearance and reign of Christ upon looks upon the whole of the chapt~r as one 
tbe earth appears to some professors as im- day to be fulfilled, as regards the restored 
possible as did his incarnation to the J cws, of Israel, as promised by the Lord by the 
and why ? _ Because they are so accustomed mot1th of tbc prophet. If he reads the an
to the allegorical system of interpretation nouncement of the angel to Mary, the 
that they are determined to hold it with a Mother of our Loni, concerning the wonder
firm hand till death shall sever them from it. ful child to which she wa! shortly to give 
Men may charge us with inconsistency be- birth, as recorded in Luke's Gospel, 1st 
caU£o we take the word of God as we find it. chapter-" And behold thou shalt conceive 
But we can assure them that we would not in thy womb and bring forth a Son, and thou 
go hack to ou1· old dungeon, nor be agaiu shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be 
manacled as we were, for ten thousand great, and shall be called the Son o( the 
worlds. Let any individual but once get dis- Highest, and the Lord God shall give unto 
entangled from the cle\'iccs of sin, and have him the throne of his father David, and he 
his eyes opened to n literal fulfilment of the shall reign over the honse of Jacob for ever." 
sure worcl of prophecy, and he will immedi- lle does not say tho former part of the an
atcly find himself like a bird which has nouncement has been literally fulfilled, and 
escaped from his wiry prison. He will fii~d therefore I ~hall admit it into my_ creed, but 
that there are bcio-hts and depths ho hud h1- as the 1·emamder has not been literally ful
therto not contemplated; beauties and excel- filled therefore it must he understood spirit
lencies which he had not discovered, and like ually, and therefore the throne of David 
tl)e patriarchs, prophets, and apostles of old, must be the Father's throne, and the house 
lus faith will embrace the future fulfilmout of Jacob must be the church of Christ, and 
of_divi!!e predictions, and of him it may be therefore instead of " turuiug prose into 
said as our Lord said of his servant Abraham poetry, and Heaven iti.to earth," he allows 
that "ho rejoiced to see his day and was himself no such latitudina1:ianism, but argues 
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that as the forrurr part of the •nnouncc- 1 Now, what. were the relations to God, inlo 
mcnt is cstablisl,cd beyond all contrmrr,y as which this lame rnnn was brought? "'.!.'lie 
literal, so also must be the latter. But as I Gud of Abrohnm, of Isnnc, nncl ol' Joroh, halh 
fear, Mr. Editor, I am trcspassiug on i·our glorified his Son Jesus," \lhom J'e cleli,-cre,! 
pages, and as t.he subject grows in my hands, up in lhc presence of Pilnle, when he was dc
l must reserve other observations which I I ermined to let him go, "but ye clcniccl the 
baTe to make on Mr. !'aimer's addius for Holy One, nnd t.bc Just, nncl desire,\ n rnur-

de1·e1· to be granted unto yon." Now, my 
another opportunity. ,v. GoSLJNG. good '.J.'heophilus, be wry attentive /,ei·e, Tho 

4, Edwa,·d St,·eet, Woolwicl,. God of Abraham. "But the God of' Abrahnm 
~--~~-~-~-~--"~"""""""~ (as he could swear by no greater, swnre) 

by himself." The God of AbrahRIII shows 
unto the heirs of promise the immutability of 
his counsel. '.l'bo God of Abrahnm called 
Abraham alone; the God of Isaac set Ishmael 
aside, end sovereignly constituted Isaac a 
child of promise. '.l.'he God of Jacob said
" J acoh have 1 lo,cd, but Esau have I hated." 
Nor does he assign any reason, but that of his 
own will, for so doing. 

EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS. 
LETTER XXI, 

111T good Theophilus, I will now continue, as 
much as lieth in me, my course through those 
parts of the Acts of the Apostles, which men 
ore so fond of taking hold of to justify their 
pcr'<'ersions of the new co,enont truth of the 
Most High; my object being, to set the truth 
before you as it is in Jesus, and to shew that 
riot only hos the doctrine of duty-faith no 
place in the public addrcsu•s of the apostles, 
but the doctrine of its being the duty of a 
dead sinner sanngly to belie..-c in Christ, is a 
blast, a mildew from the enemy; and by such 
a doctrine no man wns ever :rct·, or ever will 
be, regenerated; under and by such doctrine, 
no regenerakd men ewr yet profited. 

Let us, then, next look at Acts iii., and we 
shall find e'<'crything here quite in keeping 
with the helplessness of the sinner, end with 
the so'<'ereignty of our God. Yen, I "'ish you 
to take, at tbe very outset, particular notice 
of this one thing: that the 3rd chapter deals, 
if there be any difference, still more clearly 
with the delightful theme of eternal election, 
as is here so clearly laid down, and so effect
ually; as I will, by the help of the Lord God 
of truth, dearly demonstrate to you. 

1st. B;r circumstance; this circumstance 
being thu;: that Peter was commissioned 
from on high to say to the Jome men at the 
temple, " In the name of Jesus Christ of Na
zareth, rise up and walk." (V crse 6.) And 
the apostle is very careful to shew that it was 
not by his power or holiness that he had 
made this man walk; and so in the fourth 
chapter, when brought before the rulers, be is 
still careful to shew that it was by the name 
of Jews of Nazareth, through faith in this 
uame, that this man stood before them whole. 

Now, here we come ton dijficult,y; not, my 
good Theophilus, a difficulty on our si,le; no, 
the difficulty lies here; (.hat wll('n Peter sud 
John ...-ere brought before the chief priests, 
end rulers, why did not Peter and John im·ile 
and exhort these men to ,·omc to Jesus 
Christ P Surely it could not be from any 
want of feeling in them, for the welfare of the 
souls of men! What, then, could be t be 
reason, but that they were better taught? 
~hey knew it was the work of God to bring a 
smner; that the Lord does this not by the 
wisdom, or learning, or eloquence' of men, Lut 
by the Word of truth; therefore it is that 
Peter end John told the truth to these rulers 
end there left it. "There is none other nom; 
under heaven r,ven among men, whereLy we 
mW!t he saved. No duty-faith here. 

Now, these are the gospel relations to God, 
into which the lnmo man was brcught; and 
these are the relations in which Christ himself 
came into the world, and the truths oxpressi,c 
of, and arising from, these relations, were 
the truths he preached; and bad he have 
softened them down with a little free-will, or 
duty.faith, the world would have received him; 
for the world will receive its own; end bad ho 
have o"rerlaid the truth of God with the ad· 
mired ndomments of this world's religion, 
their antipathy would not have been so strong, 
that a murderer was preferable in their eyes 
to Jesus of Nazareth, who preached such dis
criminating doctrines. But the antipathy 
they bad to him, is now transferred from him 
to his truth end to his people. Jesus Christ is 
the God of the true Christian; and as tho 
Jews of old professed to love the Goel of 
Abraham, but hated the true doctrines of 
Abraham, so, now, thousands profees to love 
Jesus Christ, hut hate both his truth and his 
people; having coiled the Mosler of the house 
Beelzebub, they now transfer tl:e title to ],is 
people. What an awful position nnd atate 
does the carnal mind here appear in ! Hero 
is the God of Abraham glorifying his Son Jesus, 
"ho carried out to perfect10n the connant, 
the immutable covenant-, which God swnre 
unto Abraham, saying, "In blessing I will 
bless thee." Here, then, lies the secret of the 
offence of the cross. The enemy well knows, 
thnt when a soul is brought into the hond of 
ibis covenant, that he (satan) has for eve,· 
Jo,t tliat soul. 

'l'bus, you sec, the apostle here opens his 
cliscourec "ith those truths which look with 
,fodain clown upon the efforts of dying mo_r
lnls, and the petty boastings of weakness it
self. It is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, before whom all nations are as nothing, 
and less than nothing, and vanity; to be 
weighed in the balance, they are lighter tbnn 
rnnity. 

It was by tho testimony of this contrast 
between man and God - man crucifying 
the Sa,·iour, God 9lorifyin9 him-it --:a• the 
testimony which tho apostles bore of this con• 
trast toKe(her with the sovereign and effec
tual i,eahng of tho lame man; it was by these 
means many, perhaps two tl,ousand, were 
awakei,,-d, Now, when they wero awakened, 
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the apostle began to change the tone of his in reality, no exception at all; for they pro-
1uldress - "An,l now, brethren, I wot that fessed to be disciples; so here in this 3rrl chap
Lh1·ough ignorance ye did it, ns dicl also your ter of the Acts, the persons were, or at least 
rulers." He then she1Vs that there is no evidently professed to be, awakened sinners; 
c,iunsol of God overturned by whnt they ha,! and I shall presently give you, I think, satis• 
done; ns ho fulfilled what he before shewed factory proof that they were truly awakened 
by his holy prophets. sinners. 

W oil, now, the people .being, by the power I again repeat, that, to my mind, one proof 
of God, awakened, as the three thousand had that they became, by the.first part of Peter's 
been boforo them, were no doubt trembling at ; discourse, a1Vakened sinners, is, that it is con
Go,l's Word, and knew not what to clo. ".Re- : trary to the order of the gospel to exhort a 
pent, the,·eforc, and be converted, that your · carnal mind to do a spiritual work. 
sins may be blotted out, when the times of· My second ,·eason is, that the apostle speaks 
refreshing shall come from the presence of the · to them as to awakened sinners, in teaching 
Lord." Here, then, is no exho1·ting dead sin- them where and when to look for the blotting 
ncrs to clo what God alone can work in a man out of sin. Does not this look as though the 
to will and to do. The apostle's exhortation Holy Ghost had written their •ins upon their 
to these now awakened sinners, amounts consciences? f01· without this, what is there 
simply to this: there is re;,entance for you; to blot out 7 What was there to blot out in 
there is reconciliation for you; there is for- the conscience of Saul of Tarsus? Until the 
giveness for you. Do not despair; but hum- C)mmandment came, sin revived, and he died. 
blc yaurselves under the mighty hand of God, Now, there is something to blot out, because 
and be converted to, united to, Jesus Christ; here is something written, and an awful some
and in these paths you will find, that when thing it is, as all who are born of God are 
the times (for there is a set time to favour made to feel. Like the publican, they feel 
Zion) "when the times of refreshing shall that mercy, and mercy only, can eave them. 
come from the presence of the Lord," you will Now, as the la IV is the strength of sin, the 
know that your sins are blotted out. Saviour becomes unto such awakened sinners 

Well, now, my good Theophilus, you will the end of the law fo1· righteousness; and eo 
here see that I have assumed that these per- the apostle says unto these now believing sin
sons to whom the apostles said, "Repent," &c., ners, '' He (the Lord) shall send Jesus Ck-rist 
were not unbelievers, but awakened and be- unto you." Now, what does this mean, but a 
lieving sinners. manifestation unto them of the Saviour as the 

And I shall here set before you four reasons W a.y, the Truth, and the Life? It is a pro
for this conclusion. 1st. Because of the mise direct and positive to them, and that be
analog9 of faith-in other words, the order ea.use it was manifest to the apostle that they 
of the gospel of the new covenant. It is not were heirs of promise. 
the manner of the new covenant, so to speak My tliird reason for concluding they were 
to men dead in sin, except where the Word now q,,ickened sinners, is, that by this same 
of trut.h takes men on the ground of the pro- discourse a g1·eat numb,r was added unto tlie 
fession they make; and even then they are church. This is proved by the 4th verse of 
not as carnal, dead-in-sin men; exhorted to do the next chapter, which says, that "many of 
that which the natural man cannot do, but them which heard the "Word believed; a.ncl 
they a1·e e:cliorted, as professed disciples. the number of the men was about ji:oe thou
Hence, in John vi. 27, who, in verse 66 of that sand." Now, if we include in this five thou
chapter, are called disciples. It is, therefore, sand the three thousand of the second cha['ter, 
needful, that as they professed to be disciples, on the D,1y of Pentecost, we, even, at this 
they should be put to the test, and told to do reckoning, get two thousand, by this discourse 
the work of true disciples-" Labor not for the of. the 3rd chapter: one pretty good proof 
meat that perishoth, but for that meat which tha_t the persons to whom the apostle said
endureth to everlasting life, which the Son of "Repent, and be converted, that you~ s_ins 
Man shall (if you are t1•tte disciples) give may be blotted out," were not unbehevmg 
unto you." But what is there here to patro- sinners, dead in sin. It is true they were not 
nize the doct1·ino of duty-faith, or to justify yet hrouaht into the possession of the gospel 
the solemn mockery of telling dead sinners to for them~elves; they had yet to be co':'verted 
do what God alone can give them faith to do? to the tmth, so as to be one with it; and 

These persons in John vi., who were c>:- when thus they were converted to the t~uth as 
horted to "labour for the meat that en,lul'eth it is in Jesus, they could, from their own 
to everlasting life,'' were, to all intents and souls' experience, strengthen their brethren, 
pul'poses, ca!'nal men, and followe,l tho nnd so edify one another. The apostle's ser
Sav1our merely from carnal motives ; still, mon, then, did not fall to the ground. The 
they professed to be disciples; and therefore number of the disciples was multiplied to five 
ns disciples, they were, as I have said, ex- thousand. Wo scnrcely need further proof 
horted to do tho work of disciples, and thus that duty-faith, and the fashionable exhorta· 
demonstrate that they wero true disciples. tion to sinners-mockery-has no place in this 
Dut instead of doing this, they bccnme of.. discourse of Acts iii. llut then, my good T~e-
fended, and walked no moro with him; thus opbihts, you must know that this general m
~hewing the truth of the Saviour's own words v1tation-syslem, so much applauded by the 
in this same chapter, that "no man can come world, takes away the transoerse for~ of the 
unto me, except it wero given him of my cross, and a gospel is made to set eaS1ly upo_n 
Father." So that this seeming exception is, the natural mnn, by leaving room for his 



82 TRR EARTR'l!:N VEBSRL, [APRIL l, 181'6, 

:free-agency, and so t,be offmce of the c1•oss 
ceaaes. 

I think I hcnr you rx,•laim, F,·ee·agency! 
1Vhat ! Pree-agen.ry in ett,·nal thi,.gs ! ! 
'What.! the dry bones in tl1e '<"alley of death 
free agents! What! a criminAl in the con
demned cell, a free agent ! What ! a me1·e 
brand i11 the fire a free agent! Does not God 
himself ask concerning us, under tho figure of 
the 'l"ine t.ree, "Behold, when it was whole, 
was it meet for any work r How mucli less 
shall it be meet yet for anv work, when the 
fire hnth de'l'onred it, and it is lmrned !" 
Free-agency in eternal things! Whereas, if 
the dend nre not awakened by the voice of the 
Son of God, they cannot be 11-wnkened to life 
at all. It is a solemn truth, that if the Son of 
God be not the Author ot the religion of your 
soul, and of mine, he ""ill at the last day own 
neither us nor our religion. " Ye must be 
bom again." 

But 1 will now come to the fourth and Inst 
proof I will at present gi'<"e you, that these 
persons, to whom Peter said, "Repent.," &c., 
were now regenerated pc1·sons; and this Inst 
proof is lilrc the three prrce,ling-such ns 
none but a presumplnous, frce-ngent erofes
sor, "·ould attempt t.o set asi<lc. Tins Inst 
proof consists in the Iloly Ghost., by the apos
tle Peter, recognising tbc people ns the new 
covenant people of God. "Ye arc the chil
dren of the prophets, an<l ot' the co'<"enant 
""hich Goel ma<le with Abraham, saying, 
Unto Abraham, a.nd w1to thy seed, shall nil 
the families of tbc earlh be Wesscd." (Verse 
2fi.) 01,ild,·c.,. of the prophet.s ! \'l'hat rlocs 
this mean? This must mean that they were 
the ojfsprin_q of tbe prophets. llut tbe pro· 
phets were spiritual men; an<l if these people 
to whom the apostle was· speaking were the 
children of the pl'Ophet.s, then they were 
spiritual children, and so bore the image and 
likeness of their fathers. llut they were chil
dren not only of the prophets, but also of the 
co'"enant which God made with Abraham ; 
and the apo,tle is careful to gi"<'e us to under· 
stand that the covenant here referred to, is 
not the co"<'enant of a mere eartMy Canaan ; 
for here is direct reference to the promised 
seed. This, therefore, is not the mere Jewish 
cornrnmt, but, the 

" -- nobler cov'nant, 
:Sealed by David's greater Son." 

Now, then, if these persons were the chil
dren-which the Holy Ghost declares they 
were-of the cornnant'of God in Christ, then 
their names must have been in the bo9k of 
eternal life; and to that life they were or
<lnfocd; and so, "ns runny as were ordained 
to eternal life, beliHecl." 

And is it not also somewhat remarkable, 
that these pcrsous, only just brought to begin 
to know the truth, should thus be spoken to 
so early of God's immutable cO'IJena,it 1 As 
~houg~, tb~ ~po~tle would at once bring them 
mto Ezek.cl • nver ! ns though he would give 
them to understand that they were " elect 
according to the forekn'?wledge of God;': 
and that whatever glorious promises were 
given to Abraham, belonged also to them· and 
as Abraham already has possession of the 

kingdom, so shnll thny, by thl\t "merc.y which 
endurcth for ever," come to the samo mhcrit
ance, rcscr.-ecl in hcm·cn for them ; rlosing, ne 
the npostlc docs, by set ling befo1·c them th11t 
blessing which includes c1·c1·y blessing; unto 
you fi1•st, God having rnisccl up his Son Jesus, 
sent him to bless you, in turning 11way eve,:y 
one of you from liis iniquities. Now, who aro 
the etJery one, but tho "e"<'ery ono •• who was 
bronght'into tho bond of tho new covenant r 
"Ye arc the children of tho p1·ophots, and of 
the co"<'cnant." This is the every 011e he came 
to bless. "He cnmo to lay down his liie fo1• 
tbe sheep; nncl they nre all brought to beat• 
his '"oice, and follow him ;'' and by faitli in 
hi111 they arc tw·ncd nwny from theii- inici.ui
tics, His hloocl cleanscth them from all sm ; 
and so they overcome by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the Word of their testimony: 
and they "love not their lives unto the 
death.'' 

Now, here it is: their turning a.way from. 
their iniquities is not merely formal'; not 
mere su,-f·ace work. The ,·oot of the matter 
is in them; nnd in oneness with the Saviour 
they hn'l"e an ctemal s~vemtion from nil sin; 
nncl so thoy walk not in unbelief, but in faith; 
not in cnmit.y to the ti-ut.11, but in love to the 
truth; not in enrelessncss, but in pmyerful
ness; not in igno\·nncc, but. in the knowledge 
of the truth; and thus, hr.ving a ,.piritnal 
life, they w,tlk towards God, nnd with God; 
not nftcr the flesh; not by fleshly cluty-faith, 
fleshly universal nothings, and fo1•n•al fleshly 
conformity to the traditions of men; but t!Jey 
worship God in the Spirit of that gospel which 
is the ministration of life; nnd thus they 
walk not afte1· the law of a carnal command
ment, but in the law of life; and thus "walk, 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." And 
to such there is no condemnation." Jesus 
Christ is unto them the Finisher of transgres
sion, the Encl of sin; and bath for them made 
reconciliation for iniquity; 11-nd tb,ey are jus
tified, and shall glory. They are new creatures 
in Christ Jesus, and walk in newness of life, 
endea"<'oring to "keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the (new covennnt) bond of peace," and to 
" adorn the doctrine of Goel their Saviour in 
all things." 

Now, my good Theophilus, I think we still 
know where we are, We see the orde1· of !-he 
new covenant; th11-t it gives life befpre it ex
horts to living nets; second, that the apostle 
spoke, ip. the latter part of his discourse, to 
some of his hearers as awakened, sinners ; 
third, that by this discourse a great numbc1• 
was added to the church ; 11,nd fourth, and 
above all, they arc declared to be t.J10 chilch·on 
of the covenant which Goel made with Abra
ham, the covenant of Goel in Christ Jesus. 
Universal exhortationism, then, is wrGng_, ~
scriftural, and delusive. And he who bids it 
Gor speed, is a partaker of its evil deeds, . 

I hope therefore still to go on "conte111hng 
earnest! y fo1· the faith once clcli vero<l to the 
saints·' anq though the enemy beg·ins to be 
a littl~ uneasy, yet there is " a remnant !IC• 
cording to the election of grnce, who are with 
us. A very excellent minister of the gospel 
has given in the :March number of the VnssB~ 
a word of encouragement to us, He is one o 
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the few that knows, that to depart from the wish to communicate to it with all my heart. 
fashionable religion of the world is to make Allow me, therefore, to lay before you the 
one's self n prcy~yct ho fears not man but following observations: 
God, and 1Lb1des dmidst deluges of hypocrisies I perceive that our "Little One" has got 
nn<l npostncies, by "the trnth as it 1s in Je- through the smooth, limpid stream in which 
sus." These nre the men, were the churches he hns played so handsome a part for a long 
in their right minds, they would abide by; time, with so much credit to himself-and, I 
but alas, very many of them (the churches) hope, profit to many-and has come at length 
nro bent to backslide. into troubled waters. It has long been my 

I will now close my letter, as I hope in a desire to see some able treatise on the sin of 
future lettct· to givo yon some clear account unbelief; and from the promise of the" Little 
of good, bad and indifferent ministers; carry- One," made more than fonrteen months ago, 
ing with me a consciousness that of believers I I fully expected. someth~ng from ~is pen ~hat 
I nm hut A LITTLE ONE, : would be very mterestmg and mstruchve; 

P.S.-What is said of the prophet in tho but instead of finding that "Little One" had 
third of the Acts, I must set before you next. attained the stature of a Great One, as he 
month. 1 might for the time, I perceive with pain and 
~-----~~--~,_,,,,_,_,~--"- ,_,_, ___ . i disappointment that be is diminntiv.e still; 

and alas ! he is in deep troubled waters ! 
: How shall be come through them ? THE 

MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL ; 1 But not only "A Little One" has taken 
'up a great subject, I perceive "A Stripling" 

TRUE CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE, AND by his side, struggling in the same disputed 
HUMAN RESPONSIBILITY. : path. 

I Now I would much rather that our" Little 
. . .. : One," and his fellow, in comn1encing snch sub ... 

[Tm;: above voluminous heading has_ or~gi- jects as they have, bad treated them iR a less 
nnted out of the perusal of a commumcation speculative manner, and more experiment
received from our correspondent," A BLA.BT," ally. A philosopher, _with •?me k~owl~dge 
a great portion of which we here give. We of the Word of God, :night wnte as A Lit~le 

. . . One" and "A Stnplmg" have done-that rn, 
believe there are three pomts which our peo- be would produce bis pros and cons; but n 
pie desire to see more fully enforced, eluci- 1 Christian, that_ has been convi~ced o~ sin be
dated, nnd made plain. Ffrst, 11,e compre- · cause of unbelief, ought to give ev,denee of 
hensivc character of the Gospel Ministry; whdat he bas !elt andd h""!dletd, as well as te::s:ts 

an reasons, 1or an agmns . 
what constitutes genuine Christian Experi- I would ask the " Little One," and the 
encc, and tl,e Responsibilities of Men. If the "S~ripling," most respectfully, if, _previou~ to 
following should lead to the fuller develop, I theu· call by grace, they were pnvileged with 

. . . . . . hearing the gospel, and what knowledge they 
ment of these pomts m a Chr1st1nn spirit, we had of it previous to their conversion? If 
shall be glad.-ED.] they had no knowledge of the gospel previous 

DEAR Sm,-I sincerely wish prosperity both 
to you and your periodical-the EARTHEN 
VESSEL-because I believe your object is to 
publish the truth as it is in Jesus; to exalt 
free-grace, nnd debase free-will ; to exhibit 
the love of n covenant God, in the sovereignty 
of election, in the fulness of redemption, and 
the power of ef!'ectunl calling; for, "all 
flesh is grass; but the Word of the Lord en
dureth for ever." 

I love your perioclical, because I believe 
your object is to publish examples, both liv
mg and dead, of the power of Divine grace, 
from the babe in Christ that sucks tho breasts 
?f Zion's consolations, to the hoary saint that 
1s "strong in faith, giviug glory to God." I 
love the candour and Christian charity dis
played in the pages of the EARTHEN VESSEL, 
1h aeknowledg·ing, against much opposition, 
t e. grace of Goel in some, notwithstandiug 
t~e1r ignorance, prejudices, infirmities, or 
d1il'erence from you in some important t.hings. 
And lastly, I wish prosperity both to you and 
Y0 ur periodical, because, though you enden
vor to avoid controversy, your pages are open 
for !'DY good man to express his views on any 
subject of vital importance in the gospel. 
E These being my convictions, I receive the 
'ARTHEN VESSEL with 1111 my heart, nncl 

to thefr con version, they cannot give evidence 
upon this subject ; nnd it is unwise of them 
to speculate. He that knew not the gospel 
antecedent to his call by grace, cannot have 
tasted the bitterness of neglecting the great 
sahntion; consequently, cannot experiment
ally unfold the natw-e of this sin. If, on the 
other hand, they did know the gospel, before 
God, of his rich mercy, called them to be par
takers of its benefits, I would like to know, 
when they were judged for their sins against 
the gospel, by what standard they were 
judged 1 I know of no standard but one in the 
law, to judge the beare,:s of the law, and of 
one in the gospel, to Judge them that are 
hearers of tho gospel. 'l'he first demands r,er
fect Jo,-e, and the second perfect faith. The 
one bas not a sliding standard, to suit orrr 
fallen nature ; neither has the other two de
mands, one for :natural men, and the other 
for spiritual; ,wd, though we are all variously 
guilty under both rules, both possess a per
fect standard for the wise land the uuwise :
and he that folls short of that rule, is judged 
by it as disobedient. 

I know not where our divines are running
to in our days. I am sure thev are neither 
speaking according to the oracles of God, the 
law, Ol' the gospel, no1· according to Christ's 
experience, when they talk of God only cle• 
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!ll(lndit1g of tt(lforal men accoi·iUng to theii- A Dlll6F REV!llW OF 

abu;ues. Alas! then, our good God can de- MR J COl'lJl'J.''f'S -..1 INI 
m11nd nothing good of m, bccnuse we arc cril. · • · ' 11 STRY. 
W c nrc unrighteous, therefore he cnn demon.! 
no ri~htcousnri:-s at our hnrnls. Our hrnrt~ . [L.,s'l' mor,lh W<" brit:fly rn·ic•\\Ctl n pn1q1hlrt 
ure nlien:itrcl from l1im. thcr('forc he rnn i l~i-n('d by Mr. ~ohn r01·h.1tt, ol Ch~l!n:lunl. 'J'hP~t• 
fl11!1· '"n1•nd tl . 'r I I , i l'<"n1::1.rk~ hn,·e lllthtc<'d h11n to wute the followtn•• 
" . u... "• 1e st•n·1ce o our on ware rnau. I lcttrr.] " 
As if Go<l had lost his right, heeausc we ha,·c 
lost our power. nF._A R BR?TTIER llANKB.-1_ thnn], you for 

TliC'rr sC>rm~ to me to be two rxtrcmes into t1ir kind ~)lll'lt you mnmfl'~lrcl 1n not wing my 
which the church is prone to foll in all ao·cs: ndclrcss; but there Ort' SOllH' things thnt neccl 
the one is, to sny that ~II men have r.;'wer ~m:r~ct,on; on,! thnl, ~-ou m~y be !lw better 
somehow or other, to believe the gospc be- m_101 m, ,\ of the Lords rl,•almgs With me at 
rnuse the 01?edicnce of faith is required ~f all B,gglcs_wndc nnd l\Inneh~ster, 1 her~ give you 
that hcnr ll; the other is to say that 110 nn outl:n?. The words l11 your review which 
mnn is under any obligatio,; to olic\· it in a I complam of, nrc, " We r,joice to find that 
rrospel sense, beC',ause no 1119.n haS power. ~10' Bedfm·dsliire b1·otllC1" is mo,·e St1cress(1.il 
!'he first denies God's decree the second ,n Esse:c than he has Mtl,erio been." This 
God's eomma_nd in the gospel. The 011 ~ my brother, is no_t the ensc. __ I never, sine~ 
makes ma.n his o'.Vn Saviour; and the other the Lord put me mlo the m,mslry, wns less 
lays him n~der no condemnation for despising successful than. I am_ here, as the following 
and neglectmg the salrntion that is in Christ. copy from my clrnry will sbcw. 
Now, whether the one or the other is worst "On June 26th, 1844, myself, wife, nnd 
I leave; but sure I am if it is bad to deny four others, were formed into n church at 
the eternal election of' grace it is as bad to Biggleswnde," where I continued until De
deny the obligations o! men. ' cember, 1847. During Ibis time-about three 

Our inability by nature, according to my years a.nd n-half, the chapel was enlarged to 
,·iews and experience, is no excuse for ns : it hold 140 more persons; the congregation in
is our sin. "No man can come to me, ex- creased_ from about 80, to as ma.ny as could 
cept the Father which bath sent me draw crowd mto the pince-say about 400. '.!.'he 
him," said the Saviour to the Jews· but he church gradually increased from 6, to 36 most 
did not on this account excuse them'· for he of whom stand fast unto this day; so tbnt I 
on anot~er occasion accused them, ;aying- was not less successful t.b~re. 
"Ye :inl!, not c~mc y, me, that ye might I commen~ed my. mm1stry nt MRJJcb~ler 
have hfe. The mab11ity of n wcnk believer the first Lord s-day ID J anunry, 1848 with a 
a?d the inability of a dead sinner, are widely congre~ation nut exceeding 100 con'stantly, 
different. The first God pities, but the nnd with only 26 members in the church. 
second he condemns. The difference is well That I labored in the fire tltere, is tr11e; but 
distinguished in these words : I . was not the less successful ; for the Lord 

" By nature, prone to ill, wns with me ~here; and did work mightily 
Till God·s appointed hour, by me. I was m Oldham Street Chapel only 

I was a, de,titute of will one ycnr and ten months; and durmg that 
. ~• nou, I a,n of power/• ti':'e, t~e congrc!l'~tion was increased so ns. to 

Having so said, I conclude my observations brmg m a sufficiency to support nil claims 
for the present; but I am sore pressed in the and supply all needs. The church wao in
•pirit to speak yet again in God's behalf on creased from 26, to 81 members, most of 
th_is subject; and it is for you, sir, to deter- whom a_re nn ornament to their profession 
mme wh:ther_ I shall send you another paper. unto this dny; !'-nd nev_er was. there more 
I only wish e1mply and briefly to sbew mine peace and affection mamfested m a church 
opinion, and to leave it in the bRJJds of God. tbe.n there was in this at that time. They 

I am, dear sir, yours in the Lord Jesus were ready with the sum of £1800 (some bor-
Cbrist, A Bu.ST. rowed, and some given), to pity the debt, nnd 

Houghton-le-Spring, Feb. 26, 1866. release Messrs. G., and G. But these gentle-
-·~-------~------~---~~·-··•~ men refused to let us have it; and sent us n 

"I lo-re a religion that makes me feel, nnd legal notice from a lawyer to quit; wbil'b we 
that ma~es me feel that God, in all bis persons, dirl, to avoid being ejected tberefrom, There· 
1s prec10UB to my soul-that he is my stay, fore I was not the less successful there. 
my comfort, and my joy. I lo,·c n religion Again, you sny, tl,at Mr. James Wells se,zt 
tb_at b~ing• me to leave my Loard nnd my bed me there. This is not fairly stnterl; for nl
w1th lnm-<m what I shall live, and on what though Mr. Wells had highly recommended 
I shall lie-what I shall do, a.nd where I shall me to them, it Willi without my knowledge; 
be. 1 love a religion tha.t brings me to believe and I did not consent to go thm·e until the 
that darkness a.nd light are both alike to him- mailer, in much prayerfulness, was settled be• 
that although he mbjects me to many cha.ngcs, tween God and my own conscience; and I 
he knows not the shadow of a. turn. I love have no more doubt that the Lord sent me 
a _rehgwn that opens up to my wonderina there, than I hn-re that he sent me into this 
~md the P,er_s~n, dignity, and glory of Fathe1~ world; an account of which is given in my 
Son, and Spint-that makes them the all in "Life," which you printed, I nm aware tli~t 
all. of my •~l•~tion ~e1:e and m;r i:-lorifica.tion you have been otherwise informed; but this 
he1 eafter. l'h1s-th1s •• the rehgwn I desire only is the plain truth. I remain yours faith· 
for myself and for you."-E, Wya,-d'a Pa•- fully, JoJIN ConDITT, 
/oral address. Chelmiford, Marcl1 6, 1866. 
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FRAGMENTS THAT REMAIN. 
BY JOIIN BLOOMFIELD, 

Baptist Minis/er, 
SALUM: CIIAPEL, KEA.RD'S COURT, SOHO, 

thou seest the love of J ehovnh' s heart, but 
here thou seest the heart of .Jehovah' s love 
"Herein is love: not that we loved God but 
that he l01Jed us." Wouldest thou study the 
l01Je of God, in its b01Mldlessness, in its s01Je. 
reignty, in its expressions, in its omnipotenc1/ 

"We preach Christ crucified." and in its trvumphs? Study it at Calvary'. 
TJIE preachers whom the Lord raised up to Here God manifested his love in the gift of 
expound the mysteries of grace, and to pro- his Son. Here Christ, the God-Man, mani
claim the gospel of salvation, were taugT,t, and fested his love; for he loved the churrb, anrl 
qualified, and blessed of the Holy Ghost. gave himself for it. Canst thou say, my 
None but God can make energetic, faithful hearer, "Who loved me, me! me! and gave 
and successful ministers of the New Testa- himselfforme?"_"WepreachChristcrucified," 
ment. Wl,at is needed to make ministers as the most sublime development of the love 
.thoroughly in earnest, is the down-coming of the Infinite. 
power of the Eternal Spirit ; the Ught, the II. As the completion of the Jewish sacri
fire, and the power of the Spirit. The help of flcial BJISfem. The Levitical economy was one 
the Glorifier <>f Christ will make a man's min- of types and shadows. That dispensation had 
istryinstructi11e, tranquilising, invigorating and done its work; it had answered its purpose; 
and profitable. The apostles were men filled Christ came, and was its glory; the Bun appear
with the Holy Ghost; and they {reached, ed, and the stars had to hide themselves. Christ 
with great power, the ~ospel o Christ. was the true Priest, the real, the perfect 
The Person .and mediation of Christ was Priest - the Priest after the power of an 
the burden of their ministry. They preached endless life. He contained in himself his own 
not the dreams of bewildered minds, nor the fulness; wa.s his own Altar, and bis own 
corruptions of the human heart. They preached Sacrifice. The vail of the temple wa.s rent; 
the gospel of salvation, The cross of Christ for that dispensation was ended, and its 
they gloried in. . secrets were to be for ever disclosed. Jesus was 

Four years ago this day, (the first Lord's- the Anti type of all the sacrifices of the Leviti
day in February,) I commenced my ministry cal economy. His Sacrifice, like Aaron's rod, 
in this place, with these words for my text. which budded, swallowed up all others. He 
Now I commence the fifth year of my pastor- was Altar, Priest, and Sacrifice, in his own 
ate over this church with the same words. In Person. Is he thy Priest, my hearer? Thou 
preaching Christ crucified, I am making canst not come to God, but through God's or
known God's ordained remedy for our awful dained Priest; thou canst not be saved from 
maladies. Jews may stumble at the doctrine the dreadful fires of .T ehovah' s unending 
of the cross, or at the foolishness of preaching wrath, but through him. 0, my soul! thou 
such a subject. There are many under the needest this merciful and compassionate High 
same influence as the Jews of past days. Prieat, who is pa.ssed into the heavens. Were 
Such preaching is contrary to their notions. thy sins, my hearer, laid upon him? Hast thou 
It is quite against their prejudices. The Per- been cleansed by his atoning blood? Hast thou 
son of Christ, the miracles of Christ, the doc- been clothed in his robe of righteousness ? 
tr. ines of C. hri.st, the sufferings of Christ, &c., If so, how great is thy dignity! and how glo
these things are stumbling-blocks to the J ewe, rious are thy prospects! 
and to all the men of whom the Jews were III. As thefoundation of the sinner's hope 
types. of an unlosable salvation. The foundation 

The doctrine of the cross, and its heaven- of a guilty sinner's hope is laid in oaths, 
ordained ministrations, were foolishness unto promises, and blood. Did I say, unlos
the polite and learned Greeks. The,r liked able salvation? Ah! even so; for a sal
something more intellectual, more m har- vation ordained of God cannot be frustrated 
mony with the philosophy of man. God's by man; a salvation obtained without merit 
truth is humbling to man's pride. It makes cannot be lost by fault. It can never fail, for 
man nothing at all : it exalts Christ. It it is of God; it can never be lost, for God bath 
makes him the Alpha and Omega of our end- purposed it to be an endless salvation. The 
less ealvation. Mr. B. said he preached atonement is the sinner's hope; it is the 
Christ crucijied, song of the redeemed in heaven ; it is one of 

I. .As the greatest manifestation of tke love the chief glories of the Dible. The atonement 
of eternal God. In the cross we have the most is great, but the Atoner is greater. In the 
glorious development of Jehovah's love.- work of Christ, the sin-blighted sinner, the 
Wouldest thou my hearer study the love law-condemned sinner, puts all his trust for 
of !lod? Let' Calvary be thy school-room. salva(!on and heaven_. If thou art_ trusting in 
~t 1s there thou wilt find God's temple a~ything short of this, my fellow-.smner, thou 
lighted up with the sacrificial fires of DiVJne wilt surely s~er the worm that dieth not, and 
!0 ve; there thou sbalt find God's love com- the fire that is quenchless. 
•ng forth from the depths of its own im- " None but Jesus 
mensity. What music 1s that I hear at C11l- Can do helpless sinners good." 
vary f 0, it is the music of love; it is the 
jwelhng tones of eternal mercy ; it is infinite 
ova expounding itself. •rhe accents of l01Je 

remove the fear of the soul-the fear arising 
from the tempests of Sinai. In many things 

IV. As tTie medium of intercourse with the 
God of Ti•ooen. Thero are no communica
tions from heaven to thy deathless spirit, but · 
by Christ the Priest in heaven; and there ia 

E 2 
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no prayer presented in heitveu but in the 
rights of his redemption. It is through his 
mediation that we ba,-c communion with God; 
it is through him God talks mercifully and en
couragingly to our souls. It is through him 
our souls speak to the Most High. 

Y, As the substance of the song of the ,•an· 
somed;,, the land qf the blessed. In hea'ren, 
what harping! what hallelujahs! what sing
ing ! There the redeemed smg loud, like the 
thunder, and sweet, like the harp ! "And they 
sung a new song, saJing,-Thou art worthy 
to take 1-he book, and to open the seals 
thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us unto God by thy blood.'' Shall we sing, my 
hearers, in heaven-or shall we groan among 
the damned in hell r God grant yon may 
help to swell the music in the regions of 
matchless light and glory! 

Our pastor informed us that 200 had been 
recei"Ved into fellowship with the church dur
ing his pastorate. My prayer for him and all 
faithful ministers, is, that he may go on telling 
the tale of the cross in all simplicity, Scriptur
alness, sa\"or and power. 

So prays, one of Mr. Bloomfield's hearers, 
and a well-wisher of all God's servants. 

REDEMPTION. 
BY DAVID WI L S ON. 

"The redemption of the soul is precious!' 
--Psalm xlix, 8, 

REDEMPTION is the most glorious work of 
God. It is the brightest mirror in which to 
contemplate the mercy of our covenant God 
and Father; other gifts are only as mites from 
the Divine treasury; but redempt.ion opens 
all the stores of his infinite grace to his · elect 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In redemption God reveals his love in so 
marvellous a manner, that it is beyond paral
lel-beyond thought, a.nd above all blessing 
and praise. In redemption, by the blood of 
Jesus, all the beautiful varieties of colouring 
necessary to render a subject glorious, meet, 
as in the rainbow. Ris Divinity fills the re
newed soul with adoring reverence, and hol;r 
confidence. His spotless humanity, while it 
excites spiritual aff'ection, and encourages the 
soul to look to God without slavish fear, 
sheds such a dignifying lustre on our very na
ture, as renders all honors short of those that 
come from above, unworth,r of the believer's 
notice or regard. The glor10us subject of the 
union of the two natures in the One Divine 
Person, while it strikes expression dumb, af
fords the most unbounded room for holy me
ditation, and will for ever remain an inex
haustible soUJ•ce of admiration and praise, to 
all the redeemed of the Lord. And when the 
Roly Ghost is pleased to bring home and ap
ply the blessings of this redemption to the 
poor awakened sinner's heart, he will join 
with the_ Psalmist, and honestly sing, " The 
redemption_ of tl'le soul is precious!" 
. The prec_10usness of redemption will appear, 
if we consider, first, the glorious agents who 
are employed about it. 0, wonderful redemp
tion ! in whicc we sec the loving heart, the 

manifold wisdom, and the gl'Rcious purpose 
and appointment of the Father; the unspeak
able love, the affectionate hc,wl, and the perfect 
obedience and inexpressible sufferings of tho 
all-precious Jesus; the hcnrt,, promise, nnd 
grace of the Holy Spirit, who defies all the 
powers of earth and hell to resist, or make it 
void. Surely, that cnnnot ho a matter of 
trivial moment, in which such agents concur! 

Truly, redemption must be p1·ecious, when 
nothing that the universe could offer, wouhl 
be accepted as sufficient to accomplish it. 
"The cattle upon a thousand hills" would 
have bled in vain; the gold of ten thousand 
treasures would have been piled up in vain. 
Blood Divine was its only price; and for the 
soul's redemption that blood wa_s freely shed. 
On Calvary the ransom was paid to the ut
most farthing by the red and sterling gold of 
Emanuel' s precious blood ; and in the glorious 
salvation of the renewed malefactor, we see 
a pledge of its Divine acceptance. Jehovah 
gave Egypt for the ransom of his people of 
old: "yea, Ethiopia and Sheba for them, be
cause they were precious in his sight, and 
honorable.'' But in the redemption of the 
elect vessels of mercy, no mention shall be 
made of the gold of Sheba, the topaz of Ethi
opia, or the fine linen of Egypt ; the life of 
God's only begotten Son alone could redeem 
us from law, justice, and sin. Redemption 
from an earthly tyrant's despicable yoke, is 
justly deemed an important event; but the 
salvation of the soul from hell, is a deliverance 
of infinitely higher importance. " What is a 
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul r" 

Every era of the world bath its objects to 
applaud, and to cast into the shade the splen
did deeds of former generations ; but the re
demption of the soul shines with unfading 
brilliancy to all generations; and when the 
records of worldl,r glory shall have utterly 
perished, redemption will pour upon its sub· 
jects important, invu.luu.ble, and immortal 
blessings. Raving redeemed them from all 
iniquity, and from every pang to which they 
were liable through eternity, he brings them 
to every enjoyment to which they can rise in 
eternal glory. "Their robes are made white in 
the blood of the Lamb, who has washed them 
from theil- sins in his own blood." 

The crowns of glory are bestowed on them 
by the Redeemer's hand ; they are by him 
placed on the throne. (Rev. iii. 21). It is at 
the Redeemer's mandate that sorrow ancl 
sighing flee away, and the ransomed of the 
Lord obtain joy and gladness. From his ever• 
lasting merits flow their everlasting joys; 
and heaven is filled with his wonders, and 
eternity with his praise. What tbinkest thou, 
O my soul, of thy redemption r Is it so pre
cious to thee, as to satisfy all thy wishes r Is 
it so precious to theo, that without it the 
whole universe could not make thee happy r 
Is it so precious to thee, that thou rlesirest to 
magnify it for ever, and considerest the songs 
of eternity the just due of the 'Re~cemer, and 
that no strains can be found too high to cele
brate his worth, and the glory of h;s r~rlcoD_J· 
ing blood P Whnt · woncll'ous lov~ sbmes 1n 



APRIL 1, 1856.J AND CIIRISTIAN RECORD. 87 

that declaration of the Father-" I will give 
thee: that thou mayost be my salvation unto 
the encl of the earth!" Let all that is within 
me praise the precious Saviour, who gave him
self a ransom for such a vile sinner as I am ! 
What would have been my condition, if be 
had not redeemed me? I must have perished 
for ever in hell! Ilut, bless his holy name! 
he, in his sovereign love, gave himself freely 
for my release; yoo, with what alacrity he 
went to the scene where he was to suffer and 
redeem! and there he stood, unmoved by all 
that came against him. Hell sent forth its 
most malign ant powers to destroy him, The 
wrath of God was revealed against him, as our 
Surety, standing in our law-place, and bear
ing all the sins of his elect ; yet he failed not, 
neither was he dismayed ; but he travelled in 
the greatness of his strength, till the prey 
was taken from the mighty, and the lawful 
captive was completely delivered; when he 
cried in triumph-" It is finished!" and in 
sweet satisfaction bowed his victorious head, 
and gave up the Ghost, to the eternal con
fusion of all the powers of hell, death and sin. 

0, ye everlastingly loved, chosen, redeemed, 
quickened and called of the Lord! Jet the I 
idea, the melting remembrance of redeeming I 
Jove accompany you wherever you go, as the 
animating principle of every duty, and as a 
monitor to patience under every trial. Think 
of it, when you feel your souls becoming lan
guid and famt, through the conflicts by the 

the precious things of the mountains of myrrh, 
and of the hills of frankincense; with the 
precious fruits of Immanuel'• larnl; anrl with 
enjoyment of tbe good-will of Jesus, whose 
love was so richly shewn in laying down bis 
precious life for us ; for all these blessings are 
comprehended in the redeeming blood of the 
Lamb. "0, Jet the redeemed of the Lord sing 
praise; and give thanks to God for his un
speakable l?ift, both now and for ever more.,, 
Amen, and amen. D. WILBON. 

Saffron Walden, Feb., 1856. 
O, PRECIOUS woundR ! 0, precious blood! 

Which flows with love so free ! 
O, precious blood ! O, precious God ! 

Precious thou art to me! 
0, precious cross! for there I see 

My Saviour's precious blood, 
Streaming from Jesus' heart to me, 

To bring my soul to God. 
'Tis joy unspeakable, to know 

Tbe worth of sacred blood; 
In ceaseless streams, to feel it flow 

From thy dear wounds, my God! 
Behold, my soul, thy worthless name 

Enrolled in lines above! 
See Jesus' heart-view there a flame 

Of never-cbangi.ng love. 
This is the sure, the safe retreat, 

, To which my soul shall dee; 
I'll stay my soul on love so great, 

And refuge Lord in thee. 
My life is sure while Jesus lives; 

Nor can I ever die, 
While bis kind band so freely gives 

Such rich, such sweet supply.--J. ALL&.~. 

way. Call it to remembrance, amid the sleep- A BRIEF SKETCH OF 
less nights of affliction, the bitter reflections T H E L I F E O F 
of disappointment, and the base requitals of C A L V I N. 
the ungrateful. In the enjoyment of the 
blessings of redemption lies your happiness CALVIN, was pre-eminently great of all the 
under all circumstances. In its realization by Reformers, second only to him of Wittem
heaven-implanted faith, contentment will bergh, intellectually, perhaps, his equal. A.t 
sing in poverty, joy exult in solitude, hope the present day not only are the doctrines of 
triumph 'over the grave, and love stretch her Calvin still firmly professedly maintained in 
bright expanding wings to heaven's eternal France, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Eng
bliss, desirous of joining the happy society land and Scotland, but in the last-mentioned 
above, who are sweetly singing, "Thou art country the form of church go,ernment de
worthy to take the book, and to open the vised by him still prevails. Calnnism is still, 
seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast as ever, the determined foe of Sacerdotalism, 
redeemed us unto God by thy blood out of "Wheresoever the Word of God is sincerely 
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and preached and heard," says Calvin, "and the 
nation; and hast made us unto our God sacraments are administered according to the 
kings and priests; and we shall reign on the institution of Christ, there, no doubt, is a 
earth." Redemption will gather all its tro- church of God; since his promise ca.nnot foil, 
phies from every country under heaven; and that "where two or three are gathered together 
lD the wonderful varieties in the manner of its in his name he is in the midst of them." 
application, will display the wisdom, the He was born in 1509, of poor parents, at 
power, and the glory of its Author, for when Noyou,inPicardy,and was a tan earlyagedistin
God the Holy Ghost opens the eye of faith in guished for his piety, and became the protege of 
our souls, he opens up the paths of wisdom awealthyfamily,whosenthimtotheParisUni
and goodness before us, and iu every step re- versity. W bile pursuing his studies, he becamo 
Veals new all.d wondrous glories to the mind, imbued with tho new doctrines, as they were 
~nd in all, the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ cnllcd, which were so totally opposed to what 
)• behold, and we heard him cry, "It is fin- would be expected of hi,m as a Romish priest, 
1shed !" All glory to his ever precious name, tha~ ho glacil,t comphed with his father's 
for ever ancl evo1•, : desire to turn his attent10n to the law. ,vith 

May the Eternal God-Fathe1·, Son, and this object he studied successively at Orleans 
Iloly Spirit, be pleased to bless out• souls with and Ilmges. Divinity, however, occupied his 
the purifying inlh1enccs of Christ's precious mind more than law: he rend the Scriptcires, 
blood; with the application of the exceeding studied Greek, ancl at last made an open 
gr_ent and precious promises ; with precious profcsslJ;m of his belief in the doctrines of the 
fn1th and its victories; with tho sweet enjoy- Reformation. Returning to Pa.ris, ho there 
ment of Christ's pl'ocious rightcousuiss; with published his first work, which was a corn-
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montary upon Seneca's De Clemimtier, (Pa1·is, 
1532). Ris religious sentiments drew upon 
him the indignation of both the Parliament 
and the Sorbonne, and obliged him to leave 
Paris, and take shelter, first in one place and 
afterwards in another, until he finally sett.Jed 
for a while at Angouleme: here he found 
protection with his friend Louis Du Tillet: 
here he composed his famous work, called the 
"Institutes of the Christian R,,ligion." 

preached the gospel among them in its purity: 
and after exhorting them 1111 to remembe1· his 
counsels and lead a goclly life, this triU1Uph11nt 
Reformer, contemplating his work IIS accom
plished, quietly expired on the 27th of May, 
1564,; proclaiming, both by his life and by his 
death, the truth contained in his letter to 
Kin~ hdward the Sixth, wherein he writes
" It 1s a good thing, Sire, to be B king ; nnil 
yet I doubt. not tbat you regard it as above all 
comparison greater to be a Christian." 

Chel,nonduton. c. CARPENTER. 
In 1-534, he again returned to Pal"is, under 

the auspices of the Queen of N avaTre ; but in 
the same year was obliged to quit, not only .~~~~-~ 
that city, but France itself, and retire into OLD STAN Z AS. 
Switzerland: we there find him residing suc-
cessively at Basle and Geneva. He also mado TIIE LTNES :FOLLOWING HAVE JIEEN DIS
.. hurried tour in Italy. At Geneva he was 
rccei.ed ";th open arms by Faret, Viret, and 
other leaders of the Reformation in Switzer
land. The Reformed Religion had been al
ready adopted and established by law in 
Geneva, and Calvin was appointed preacher 
and public lecturer in divinity. Anxious, 
however, not merely to introduce a change of 
doctrine, but of morals, he and Vi,.-ct gave 
offence to some of the ruling inhabitants, and 
were consequently both of them expelled by a 
vote of the Srnate, on the 23rd of April, 1638. 

In 1541, Calvin and the other exiled minis
ters were recalled to Geneva with universal 
acclamation. Thenceforward he was absolute 
dictator in all matters, whether religious or 
ci,-il. In the community over which he was 
called to preside there prevailed a general 
licentiousness both of morals and manners, 
and this he determined to restrain. He was 
resolved that men calling themselves Chris
tians should acknowledge, outwardly at least, 
the obligations of religion. Were it not for 
Calvin and that sturdy little republic to which 
he gave laws at the f'lot of the Alps, where 
would the refugees from France and the Ma
rian exiles from our own country, have found 
shelter and consolation? There religion and 
literature fiourished together in sweet har
mony: there llesa wrote, and Robert Stephens 
and his more illustrious son Henry, both wrote 
and printed accurate editions of the Bible, 
learned commentaries upon the same, theolo
gical treatises and editions of the classics 
issued from the press. The education of all 
classes was carefully attended to, and persons 
in power were taught to regard not merely the 
temporal, but the moral and spiritual interests 
of their dependants. .All tbis was brought 
about, under the Divine blessing, by Calvin, 
himself a rigid and austere man, unblameable 
in morals, inflexible of purpose, of dauntless 
energy o.nd perseverance, although of weak 
health, yet r1Sing by the energy of the soul 
above the weakness of the body. 

_We .see that he overturns the party of the 
Libcrtmes, lays the foundation of the great
ness of Geneva, establishes foreign churches, 
strengthens the martyrs, dictates to the Pro
testant prmces the wisest counsels, negotiates, 
argues, teaches, prays, and with his latest 
breath gives utterance to words of power for 
on. hi_s death-be?. he summoned togethe; the 
prmc1pal authorities of Geneva, in whose pre
sence he called God to witness that he had 

COVERED Al\lONG SOlllE OLD PAPERS. 

BowED down with guilt and fear, 
My heavy, groaning soul, 

Cannot lay hold on what was spilt, 
To make me whole. 

I look too much to self; 
I see my sins indeed ; 

But cannot flnd relief. 
By blood I'm freed. 

Satan tried hard to daunt; 
AnU hell seemed open too ; 

But Jesus cried, Avaunt! 
And so brought safely through. 

What precions blood is that 
Spilt on the cross ! 

'Tia all I want 1 
All else is loss. 

No merits have I; 
To Jesus Ifty; 
Myself I abhor ; 
I quake at thy law; 
For I see that by it 
I 1m condemned to die ; 
But by the Spirit 
The blood now apply. 
Cleans<:, my conscience from guilt, 
By the blood that was spilt; 
Sprinkle tbiB on my soul, 
And eo make me whole. 

J ES"DB1 I am thine ; 
Give me grace, 
And thy Spirit Divine, 
To take the lowest place. 

NoTBINo am I
Deserving to die
Fit only tor bell : 
This I know full well. 
But it cannot be ; 
Those that look to thee, 
They cannot perish; 
For hast thou not said 
Thou wilt ever them oberisb, 
As their living Head! 
Thus am I safe, 
For ever and ever; 
Thou canst not deny thyself; 
Jfo I never 1 never I s. s. 

Ze.ccheus must come down from the syca
more tree, and that quickly, ifhe would enter· 
tain the Son of God; and so with every ~oor 
sinner now, whose salvation is brought ni!l'bb 
he first must come down from every big 
thought and imagination. 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
A GLANCE AT OUR DENOMINATION IN BYE-GONE DAYS. 

Soi,rn readers of the EARTHEN VEBBEL have, / and fetched him to her house, and entertained 
no doubt, " smiled a smile of pity~and some- him all the time he stayed in the city ; who 
times looked with disdain" - at the very large helped them very much in the Lord, he beirw 
title-" Oun IlnITISR IlAPTIST CHURCHES " a man skilful in gospel order. Like unt~ 
-in contrast with the very small matt;,., Aquilla, he taught them the way of_ the Lord 
which have, as yet, been given in that de- more perfectly, and settled ~hem m church 

artment. We know full well " the head- order, and shewed_ them the d_1ffe1:ence betwixt 
~ ,, d " . ,, ' the church of Christ and Antichrist, and Jett 
ing, an the articles, as yet, have not with them a printed hook treating of the same, 
ver_y well corresponded; bu~ we have ma- and divers printed papers to that purpose. So 
te;1al from :whenc~ t? furmsh our readers that by this instrument, Mr. Canne, the Lord 
'!1th some rich, ed1fyin~ matter, so. soon as did confirm and settle them; showing them 
time, health, and _Providence permit. The how they should join together, and take in 
history of our Old Baptist Cha.rches is "full members. And he exhorted them to wait 
of fact~ most startling and sublime," That upon Go~ together, _and to expect the presence. 
our children may not be unmindful of the of God with those ~ts they had,. and to de
sufferin"'s and sacrifices of their forefathers part from those mlillSters that did not come 
we wo~ld gladly record the pith of ou; out of Antichristi'."' w:orship .. · And when h<; 
Church's history: and even this month we had stayed some time m the c,ty he departed. 

t · t th t t ti' t · -Broa&mead Records, pp. 18, 19. 
canno . resis e emp ~ on_ 0 give an e~- "An interesting example of the theological 
tract or two from a ~eview (m The Eclectic) learning found among the early English Bap
of some W ?rks published by The_ Hanserd tists, is presented to us in the 'Literal explan
Knollys Society. We hope to reVIew these ation of the Acts of the Apostles,' by Dr. Du 
works ourselves; and therefore now only Veil. This writer was of Jewish parentage, 
give the smallest sample. and was highly educated in rabbinical lore. 

Our readers must remember our extracts Deriving from a careful study of the prophets 
here given are from Tl,e Eclectic for March- a conviction that Jesus was the Christ, he ear
and in its review of some ancient Baptist ly renounced Judaism; an_ ac~ for which he 
publications the Editor says- nearly snffered the loss of hIS life at the hands 

' of his enraged father. &man Catholicism 
"Two of the volumes in the aeries now before being the first form of Christianity that pre

us are devoted to the publication of manu- sented itself to him, he pnssed over to it ; and 
script records, containing extended accounts he became distinguished, both as a preacher, 
of the proceedings of several early Baptist and an author, in the Gallican churches, 
churches. One of these is the church in Broad- receiving the diploma of doctor in divinity 
mead, Bristol, which elates its origin from the from the university of Anjou. Put forward 
y~ar 1640, and of which the history is here in a public controversy with the Huguenots, 
~1ven to the year 1687. It is, as the editor his studies convinced him of the fundamental 
Justly says, a ' singularly interesting a:nd truth of Protestantism, and he fled from the 
unique picture of the formation, growth and wrath of his popish friends, first into Holhind, 
persecutions,' of a church of Christ of the con- and then into England. Having, in some 
gregational order, and of the then nascent manner unknown, become acquainted with 
usages which, in forms more or Jess modified, some of the most celebrated English di vines, 
have perpetuated themselves in churches of he was admitted into orders in the English 
the same order to the present period. The or- church. He now (in 1679 and 1680) publi,hcd 
ganization of this church was effected by the two expository works, which acquired great 
celebrated John Canne, who between 1634 and celebrity,-' A Literal Explanation of Solo-
1640 must have become, not only a separatist, mon's Song,' and • A Literal Explanation of 
but a Baptist. A few pious persons being as- the M:nor Prophets.' The Bishop of London, 
sociated for prayer and mutual edification, hut in particular, wns so much gratified with the 
being totally ignorant of church order, Mr. latter of these two works, that he encoural;cd 
Canne paid them a visit, of which we have the the author in his studious pursuits by ginng 
following account:- him the free use of his library. Hero Du Veil 

met with some writings of the English Bap
tists, which he profitably read; and in the 
bishop's household, moreover, he met with a 
servant maid of the Baptist persuasion, by 
whose instmmentality he had an interview 
with that distinguished Baptist, Mr. lfonserJ 
Knollys. The result was that he adopted 
Baptist sent,iments, and became a momber of 
tho chul'ch under tho Rev. John Gosnold. 

"' And at that juncture of time, the pro-ddence 
of God brought to this city one Mr. Canne, a 
baptiz•d man; it was that Mr. Cnnne that 
ma.de notes and references upon the Bible. 
Ho was a man very eminent in his day for god
liness, and for roformo.tion in i·eligion, having 
great understanding in the way of the Lord. 

" ' Whon Mrs. Hazzard heard that he wns 
eomo to town, she went to the Dolphin Inn, "Not the least interesting of the rnh,mcs 
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no,,- before us is that devoted to the " Con
fossi011s ofFailh" at Yarious times put forth by 
foe English Rl\plist community. Of these 
there arc no less than six." 

A quotation will shew how the Baptists in 
former times have been viewed, and with 
what zeal they have defended the truth. We 
give two of them : 

" 2. A Confession of Faith of Seven Congre
gations, or Churches of Christ, in London, 
which are commonly, but unjustly, called Ana
baptists. Published for the vindication of the 
truth, and information of the ignorant; like· 
wise for the taking off of those aspersions 
which are frequently, both in pulpit and in 
print., unjustly cast upon them. 

" 4,. A brief Confession or Declaration of 
Faith, set forth by many of us who are, falsely, 
called Anabaptists, to inform all men, (in these 
days of scandal and reproach,) of our innocent 
belief and practice; for which we are not only 
resoh-ed to suffer persecution to the loss of our 

these horrible scenes can be foun<l in 
tho Christian mnrtyl'Ologies of the time, 
whether Papel or l'rolestnnt. Dy common 
consent, they arc excluded from t.he cnlcgory 
of martyrs: or if perchance a stray name be 
inscribed in the registers of the reformed, the 
religious belief of the honoured individual is 
carefully concealed on those points that were 
obnoxious to the orthodoxy established by 
Luther, Zuingle, or Calvin. 

" The following pages will discover the true 
character of these reproached, despised, hated 
and persecuted peo_ple. The deep interest of 
the various narratives lies in the pl'Oof they 
exhibit, that although branded by Rome as 
heretics, and by Proteslants as rebels, the 
Anabaptists possesed a living and glowing 
piety, an ardent attachment to t'i.e doctrines 
of the gospel, a firm and abiding trust in God, 
o.nd a simple reliance on Christ crucified." 

In closing this review, the Editor of the 
Eclectic says : 

goods, but also of life itself, rather than decline " The volumes possess the full interest of an 
the same. Subscribed by certain Elders, Dea- evangelical martyrology of the highest order, 
cons, and Brethren, met at London, in the first , and place the Baptist martyrs of the Reforma
month (called March, 1660,) in the behalf of tion-('the earliest maryrs of the Reformation 
themselves and many others unto whom they were Baptists ')-in their proper place among 
belong, and in several counties of this nation, the noble band of witnesses for Christ. 
who are of the same faith with us." Printed "In concluding our notice of the highly 
1660. interesting and valuable series of works which 

Of these Confessions, the Editor says: we have passed under review, we can only 
renew our expression of thanks to the Coun-

" From the days of Augustine and Pelagius, cil of the Hanserd Knollys' Society for their 
the church of Christ has had within itself publication. They naturally possess a more 
diversities of sentiment on the doctrines of especial interest for ministers and members of 
election, the extent of Christ's death, effectual the Baptist denomination, but they have 11 
grace, and the perseverance of the saints. real interest too, for a far wider circle; since 
'.l'hese have reproduced themseh-es in every they place in the hands of many, and render 
age and in every community, and were, per- ea.sy of access, rare, and in some cases original 
haps, never more warmly contested than in the documents, illustrative in an important degree 
Puritan period of English history. They then of the religious history of their country and of 
received, according to the view taken, the the world." 
designations of Calvinism and Armmianism, 
which ha,e ever since been attached to them. 
And though not strictly applicable in all the 

EAST STREET CHAPEL, WALWORTH. 

cases in which they are used, yet are they THE third ·anniversary of the pastorate of 
convenient terms to intimate the class of opin- l\fr. Joseph Chislett, wa.s held in the above 
ions to which any particular theological senti- place, on Tuesday evening, March 4th, when 
ment belongs. aboYe 260 friends partook of tea in a cheerful 

"The Confession of 1646 was first published and comfortable manner; after which a pub
in the year 1644. The rapid growth of Dap- lie meeting was held, the Pastor pre•iding. 
tists at this time called forth every weapon of A hymn being sung, Mr. Attwood implored 
offence against them. No he~esy was t?o gross 

1

. the Divine blessing solemnly, affectionately, 
to attribute to them, no practwe too wicked to and earnestly. . 
find assertors that it existed amongst them. Mr. C. W. Ilanks then addressed the aud1-

" The last of the works now on our table car- ence in a very kind and suitable manner. 
ries us beyond the limits of the United King- He referred to Mr. Swaine, the first pastor of 
dom and.takes us back nearly three hundred the church, to his hymns, and to the very 
year~. It is a martyrology of' ~he chu~ches of high esteem in which his memory was held 
Christ commonly called Dapt1sts durmg the i:ow, by many wh~ loved the story ~f redemp
era of the Reformation." t10n by Jesus Christ: he took a view of the 

This work is fearfully expressive of the !n•t_ory of. t~e cau~e,_ and wa,s pleased t~ find 
e:: · · • m it a hvmg mm1stry '.lhe place itself 

su enngs of oui: Baptist friends on the one seemed sanctified to God ; very much good 
hand, 1and of their firn_mess and_ hol_y zeal on had been done here, purity of doctrine hod 
the otner. Or the ancient Baptists 1t says- been maintained and many souls had been 

" Al though multitudes under that name of converted to God'. lie was glad to see hroth~r 
reproach endured _the most excruciating tor- Chislett had honest faces in the pcrs_ons ,of h)S 
turee for I.Leu· belief, and suffered the most two deacons who have stood by !um m Ins 
agonising of deaths, professing themselves to trials and t.msted the Lord would maintain 
he ••rvanls of tLe Son of God, no record of and horror him in the tmth. 
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l\[r. Aldiss addressed the meeting in a been favoured with much of the presence, 
solemn, kind way, on what constituted a power, and mercy of Bethesda's God. Near 
faithful ministry. This was indeed a speech 300 persons sat down to tea: in a spirit of love 
so rich, that we should not do justice to our and gospel union ; each seemed pleasant and 
brother to attempt to give it. It was a gospel satisfied; not one murmur or murmurer was 
treat. heard or seen; plenty and good was provided, 

A hymn being sung and that was seasoned and sweetened with 
Mr. Bowles spoke so humourous and original demonstrations of the love of Father1 Son, 

ns to elicit many smiles. He had been in- and Holy Ghost, to an overwhelming degree. 
formed in the neighbourhood that not much It being the minister's birth-day, many marks 
of a meeting was expected; he came, there- of Christian feeling were presented, with 
fore, discouraged, expecting to find about many prayers for his future life and useful
twelve to tea, and about twenty-four at the ness. 
meeting, but when he found such a large After tea, a hymn was sung, brother Sheld
number of happy, intelligent, and respectable rick prayed, and our brother Clarke, the 
persons taking tea, and now witnessmg this treasurer! was called to take the chair, which 
large audience, he could but think how much he filled efficiently, - congratulating the 
his friend was out in his judgment: he hoped friends on the anniversary of his minister's 
the pastor would feel encouraged, and be able birth-day, dwelling largely on the goodness 
to go on and prosper. of God to him, to his, to his ministry, and to 

Mr. Stradley (one of the Deacons) then de- the cause in that place in particular. 
sired to say a few words, which he did to the Addresses, affectionately and seasonably, 
joy of the whole meeting. He spoke of the were presented by brethren Carpenter, Sheld
mercies of the past year; and, addressing the rick, Andrews, and Hunt, and our singers, 
Pastor, he said-" I am desired, dear Sir, to in their usual kind, willing, and no mean 
tell you that there are those who highly manner, sung pieces between each speech. 
esteem you for yow· work's sake; and as our The Chairman again rose to detail more 
brother Porter, my highly esteemed colleague particularly the prospects he anticipated con
in office, had the privilege to express to you cerning the cause, rejoicing in his God for 
the kindness of a few friends at our annual the peace and good understanding there was 
church meeting: there are a few who had not existing among us. Turning round to his 
the privilege of joining in that testimony- minister, he said-" My dear Pastor,-! am 
they now, through me, desire to present you called upon this evening to address you in the 
with this token-a handsome silver lever name of the yonng friends of your flock, 
watch-and, as you are 'a watcliman,' you to many of whom, God, in his infinite and 
will, I trust, watch for souls, watch over the tender mercy, has blessed you as an instru
interests of the church, watch unto prayer, ment in his hands of calling from , nature's 
and watch and wait for that eternity, where darkness into his marvellous light,' and has 
we 1!,ope our ~abours will ha;v;e an end, and led them to feel the blessed truths you are 
our Joys be fot ever complete. , enabled to preach from time to time, in this 

~~r. ;¥eeres then spoke ~f the 'C~ntre of' place, to be life to their souls, a solid and 
Umty, and truly he entered upon his work sure foundation to rest upon in every time of 
as a wo;~m.an that neede~h not to be ashamed. need, and giving a joyful hope within of 
The Divimty of the :1,ord Jesus was sweetly finally singing around his throne the high 
dwelt upon-the glorious Persons of the God- praises of him who bath redeemed them. 
head "."as blessedly set forth as the great The duty I have to perform is one every way 
nttra~tion to the eye of faith. pleasing to my feelmgs. Knowing it to be 

.~r. ~ttwood then spoke a fe_w words ~n the their love to you as their minister, upon this 
mmistiy at ~~t St~e~t, shewmg_ that it was very plea.sing occasion, the anniversary of 
not an .a~quned mmist!y-that ~t _was ~o! a your birth-day, and it most be a pleasure to 
legal Illlmstr:y:, but that it was a hvmg IlllillS- this church to hear and know that love in 
try, bcc~~se it had stood •~eh a t~st as no our young friends has prompted them to shew 
f-e~d mi~,s~ry could stand_, t~at it was a that love to you as they are wishing to do 
1vmg mmistry, becau~c .'~ produ:ed love this evening; therefore, '!'-Y dear pastor, 

a'.°?ngst th?s~ who hemd it,. and it was a allow me to present, in then- name, for your 
fr_uitful mmistry, because its effects are acceptance, this easy-chair. It is their earn
VlSlble before us. . est hope and desire that you will use it every 

M_r. C_hislett closed_ wi~h a few sol~mn and day, as a proof _that you, with love to them, 
appropnate rema;ks, kmdly thankmg the receive and enJoy the same. I have also the 
b~ethren for t1!,e1r excellent speeches ; the pleasure to present, from the same friends, to 
friends for the1r nu!llerous atten~ance; Mr. your dear and afflicted wife, this table cover, 
Stradley and the friends for their valuable, as a small expression of their love to her, and 
elegant, an~ well chosen present! and ~hen ho e she may again be fully restored to health, 
the great Giver of all good, for his blessings an~ that you may be mutually spared for 
to all. many years to be a comfort to this church, 

and to enjoy inward and outward peace, even 
DETHESDA, CHAPEL, IPSWICH. to the last and closing scene-then to be 

ON the 21st February 1856 a thanks.,iving . carried into the bosom of him who bath from 
m_ceting was helcl at n'cthcs,i1t ChapcC lps- , all c\ernity_ loved eac~ of you." . 
w1ch, to commemorate the Lord's "Oodness to· With evident feelings of love ant! grnt1-
pastor and people, who have for eleven years tudc Mr. Poock rose to receive, and thank 
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his friends for theh· continued kindness so been born of God, and called by tho grnce of 
'l'isible to him, and to hie afflicted spouse, i God, cnn give some nccount of eoul-tronblo 
who he WRB sure mutually felt the favnr con- : and deliverance, whereby he is possessed of the 
ferred. The chair he would occupy according : hoI?e of life eternal in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
to his friends' desire-hoped it would prove ' It 1s now just forty years ago that our brother 
Rn easy one, as ministers do not always sit in '1 Jones was ordained pastor of the church at 
such chairs. King Alfred sat on a stool, and Hartley Row, Hampshire. I have rend, with 
chairs and stools are only easy as the soul can considerable plensuro, the confession of foilh 
rest on Christ. He felt it both duty and pri- he then made; and it mnst be to nil n grntify. 
'l'ilcge to "weep with those who weep, and ing fact, that he has been so wondorfuily 
rejoice with those who do rejoice." He was preserved in those truths. I do hold that 
full of foe ling_: the whole of that day, he said2 ~here is_ a vitality in God's truth that is found 
was marked W1th so many favors from the old m nothmg else upon the earth; nnd there is a 
and the young, from friends away and friends vitality in the religion of God's people! not to 
at home it almost unn_ianned him : he had be found in any other people under the 
no ,nsh here longer to live than to spend and heavens; and though they may o.nd will have 
be spent foi: the glory of his good and ~acious some _faults, we are willing to _pass them by; 
Sanour---:-his rause was near, and his truth knowmg that of themselves, m their bodies, 
dear to his ~oul. . ~hey a.re poor creatures. Yet if we see grace 
_ The ChRl~man ca[1:ed on the friends to m such an one, the truth of that Scripture is 

smg a verse m conclnS1on; when was sung, proved-" Love covereth a multitude of sins;" 
"O, to grsce how great a debtor;" a'?d we a.re content to live, aye, and to die 

Brother ca11,enter gave a 'l'ery gospel-like with such. The Lor~, when he w?uld.,sum up 
address; after which he concluded by prayer, the exc~llency ~f his :people, _sn1d, Ye are 
and pronounced the benediction. HalleluJah. t~ey which contmued with me m my tempta. 

ONESDlUS hons ;" and as a consequence! he adds-" Be· 
· loved, I appoint unto you a kingdom." Our 

FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
good brother Jones has heel). known as a 
sound minister for many years. There a.re 
some ministers who professed the same truths 

OP THE as we do; who invited us to their pulpits, and 
MINISTRY OF MR. J. A. JONES. whomweinvitedtoourpulpits,andmetthem 

THE Fortieth Anniversary of the venerable 
John Andrew Jones' recognised accession to the 
pastoral office, to which he was first ordained 
at Hartley Row, Rants., on the 13th of March, 
1816, was commemorated on the 13th of the 
past month, at Jireh Meeting, Brick Lane, 
St. Luke's-the sphere of his present labours. 

In the afternoon, Mr. John Foreman de
li-.-ered an address from Acts xxi. 16, "Mnason, 
an old disciple." His remarks, though having 
chief reference to Mr. Jones, were gl.adly re
cei.-ed by numbers present. 

.Among the ministerial brethren present, 
were Messrs. Austin, Bidder, Cartledge, Edg
combe, Firmin, Keyworth, Male, Milner, and 
Wya.rd. 

At five o'clock, 11.bout 200 sat down to tea, 
which was comfortably provided in the chapel. 

At half-past six, Mr. JONES opened the 
public meeting by reading the well-known 
hymn, 

"God moves in a mysterious way," &c. 
That having been snng, prayer was offered by 
Mr. FIRMIN, (now preaching at the Oval, 
Hackney Road,) after which, 

Mr. JAMES WELLS was unanimouely called 
to the chau-; on taking which he said-He 
was glad the meeting had taken to itself the 
authority of appointing its own chairman; for 
although ha name had appeared on the bills 
to take the chair, he felt that the meeting had 
a perfect right to appoint their own chairman. 
The present occasion was one of peculiar 
solemnity and ~portance. They had assem
bled to hea_r their brother Jone• give some ac
?<'unt of hIS call by i:i:a.ce, and of his journey
mgs these forty years m the wilderness• and I 
do hold (said Mr. W.) that that man -w'ho has 

at all public meetings, who have now gone 
over to a yea and nay system. They must 
have been awful hypocrites, or the new gospel 
they have embraced deceived them. These 
are solemn matters, to which our brother 
Jones presents a pleasing contrast. He is 
about to come before the church again. He 
did so when a young Christian-he will now 
do so again as an old Christian. It is not for 
me to be so presumptuous as to give you any 
instructions; especially after the very beauti
ful discourse of our brother Foreman this 
afternoon, who was most apt in the selection 
of a text, and in speaking therefrom. But 
just a word or two, and I have done. We 
don't want brother Jones to stop and pick up 
every dead leaf which may come in his way; 
but give us what proof he can that he is a 
living tree. We don't want him to gather up 
the straws that may be floating on the surface 
of the brook, nor to dive to the bottom for 
every bit of rotten timber that may have 
sunk there; but give us as much as he can of 
the new man, leaving the old man for once 
among the Welch mountains. To me, our 
brother Jones stands as a miracle of grace ; 
and if we, with him, have been delivered by a 
ransom God has found, why do we want any 
alteration ? We only desire a progressive 
enjoyment of it. 

Mr. CARTLEDGE, of Kingston/ then gave 
out the 364th hymn in Denham s Selection, 
after the singing of which, the venerable 

JOHN ANDREW JONES ascended the pulpit 
to read a statement of the Lord's dealinp 
with him. With very great emotion, he •~id 
that he could not trust his feelings to rec1~e 
an extemporaneous statement. He ·bowed bis 
knee to God before writing a single line of 
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his long nnd eV'entful history. He then pro- Mr. Jones with great interest. He heard him 
cceded deliberately and emphatically to read preach his first sermon at Brentford; anr\ the 
one of the mo,t interesting statements to chapel he should never {orget, for that was 
which it hns ever been our lot to listen. where tho Lord first delivered his soul; and 

As this statement is now published in a were it standing he could shew the very pew. 
two-penny tract, we nrc desired not to insert Mr. ,Tones was one of the instruments ,•m
any lengthened extracts. We may however ploycd to drive him into the ministry. He 
just say, that after some few introductory re- (Mr. Smit.h) was living at Rye, in Suss!"X; 
marks, Mr. Jones informed us that he was anrl was invited to preach at a place caller! 
born at Dristol, on tho 10th of October, 1779, Stone, in Kent. They invited him to the pa,. 
his father being a tobacco manufacturer in torate, but he felt that he dared not accept it. 
that town. Passing over his early days, we He went to three ministers in the neighbour
find him a young man, engaged as a book- hood for their advice. He hoped they would 
binder, at Guildford, in Snrrev. It was in discourage him; but they bade him go for
this town that the Lord met with him, con- ward. At last be thought he would see Ml'. 
vinced him of his lost and ruined estate, and Jones, who would be sure to rliscourage him. 
caused him to love the Saviour. The instru- Just about this time, a captain called upon 
ment God employed for that purpose was a Mr. Smith, and said he must go to London to 
Mr. Gill, a descendant of the renowned Dr. J. obtain some advice from Sir Astley Cooper. 
Gill. He (Mr. Jones,) with t_he ~a~e Mr. Geo. Mr. Smith determined on accompanying him, 
Coo[';lbs, of Boho, and anoth~rmd1v1~ual, were I and sot sail that night for London. Arriving 
bapt1Sed at the Old Dapt1St Meetmg-house I there, I hastened to Mr. Jones, who Lade him 
at Guildford, on the 3rd of July, 1808-that go on in the name of the Lord· and subse
being the on!{ til!1e that sacred ordinance had I quently he and Mr. Foreman opened a new 
been attende tom that place for lG~ years!' chapel for him at Tenterden, in Kent. He 
Mr,.Jones t~en related how he cam~ mto t~e j therefore felt an extraordinary esteem for Mr. 
m11;11stry-h1s first atteml!t a!'d fa1lure-h1s, Jones. Mr. Smith emphatically denied that 
ultimate success and ordmat1on at. Hartley he had ever undergone any change in senti
Row on the 13th of March, 1816-hts subse- ment. Nothing but soV'ereign, invincible 
quent removals to Stonehouse, Northampton- grace would do for him. 
shire, Brentford, and lastly, to St. Lu~e's, Mr. Wells said, reference had been made to 
where he has now laboured some twenty.eight Huntington. He believed that the present 

yeM:: WELLs.-You have listened to one state of the !eligious _world ,would make God's 
th t 11 t d · t ti t t t people to prize Huntington s works more than 

e mos exce en an m eres ng s a emen s they have done; and I believe that if he bad 
that I have heard for years. You see that the been here to-night, he would have added his 
truths our aged brother first embraced, have h t "A " t h t b th h d 
served for him to grow up with-and thank ear y men o w a our ro er as a • 
God for it. I often feel a great anxiety for v~~ced. I must confess that_ I have had BUS

that man or woman who receives his or her p1mons of our broth:r Smith, but he has 
first impressions under an erroneous ministry. remove~ them all. It 1s not enough to preach 
Our brother has gh·en us a very clear account the b_eat,tudes of the 5th of Matthew; there 
of how he became possessed of his religion ; are times when we must preach_ the woes of 
and though his. course has not been a very the 23rd of Mat_th~w. Never mmd w~at the 
smooth one,-yet the meandering stream wn- people call us; it 1s what the Lord will call 
tcrs the larger space of country; so the Lord us. 
has moved him from l!laco to place. One is Mr. FIRMIN.-Allusion has been made to 
almost tempted to thmk that he has had Mr. Huntington'• works. Forty-five years 
something to do with palm tre,s, for we have ago, I was charged against reading any of 
had a great many dates. An account so lucid, Huntington's works; but a friend put into 
with fact upon fact, cannot fail to be of great my hands a book of his, entitled, "The Di• 
value to the church at large, and I should like mensions of Everlasting Lo-.e." I read the 
to see it in print. title, and thought, what a wonderful man it 

M,·. KING, (a member of Mount Zion, Dor- must be that could measure that which none 
set-square,) moved that the meeting do re-- else ever could. My friend argued that per
~uest Mr. Jones to have the statement he had haps the work might explain the title. I said 
Just read, printed for general ci.J:culation. it was useless. My friend, however, prevailed, 

Mr. JOHN FonEMAN said, that as the King and I read it; and God was pleased to make 
had moved the resolution, his Foreman could that book an instrument of bringing me to a 
do !'O less than second it. He had felt highly knowledge o{ those truths which I have ever 
delighted with the report his brother Jones since eo 1:nghly prized. I was once in the late 
had rendered. He was happy to fiud that they Mr. Joseph Irons' study, and observed in one 
were the same truths upon which he had lived corner a pile of new hooks. I asked whose 
many years; nnd his brother could not find they were, and he told me Huntington's. He 
fault with the Lord's way of lending him, for had always been opeosed to them. A friend 
one dispensation was set over al)'ninst another. hnd much pressed him to read them ; and pro-

The motion was carried unanunously. mised if he would do so that he would make 
The 37th hymn in Rippon'• Selection was him a present of the whole of his works. Mr. 

then sung. Irons complied, and he told me he had found 
M1•. CHARLES Sll!ITII, (late of Shoreditch), them to contain much edification, comfort a.nd 

th_en rose to address the meeting a Cew instruction to the mind; and he highly prized 
nunutes. He had listened to the statement of them abon all his other worki. Let u1 care-
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fully read and examine any works whioh may 
fall int.o ou1· hands; if they are unprofitable, 
let us discard them; if profitable, let us honor 
them. 

Mr. FOREMAN closed the meeting with 
prayer. 

B.A.PTIST CH.A.PEL, BETilN.A.L GltEEN. 
SQUIRRIES STREET, 

THE members and friends met together on 
Tuesday, February 26th, to take tea; after 
which. a public meeting wns held, Mr. Thomas 
Chi,ei-s, of Bermondsey, took the chair; llfr. 
Beacock, implored the dinne blessing, the 
chairman then called upon one of the deacons 

years since the church wns at a ve1•y low ebb, 
and in very great difficulty, when it was 
resolved to form the church nnow, whioh com
menced wil h 9 members, when brother Caunt 
consented to supply till he was chosen pasto1•, 
and now the ehurch numbers 46; the con
gregation wns about 40, but now amounts to 
about 250. He nlso alluded to the nffoction, 
and union that dwelt in the hearts of pasto1·, 
deacons, and church. Sovern! shoi·t adcl1•esses 
where delivered in a short and cheerful spirit, 
by Messrs Caunt, Raymont, Cooper, Cornish. 
After singing the Doxology, the meeting 
broko up, which appeared to be one of a very 
happy character. 

to state the object of the meeting, which was WOOBURN GREEN BUCKS. 
,ui11wly,forthcbencfitofMr.HcnryLangllam,, ON Friday last., foe fri~ncls of Wooburn 
the pastor, who has laboured amongst us above : Green, nnd those meeting at the Town Hall 
a twel,emonths ~nd ':c can say, surely the in this place, met together in the pretty little 
Lord bath been_ m tlus place: Souls ba,e cha el at Wooburn. They were treated to n 
been called by drn_ne grae~, sam_ts have been gooa. tea, and afterward assembled for Divine 
comforted and bmlt up, m their most holy worship. A. sermon was preached by i\fr. 
faith, and 1:1uch good bath been d_o~e, through Cause, from the text "If ye know these 
the preachmg of the cross of Chris,. things happy are ye if ~-e do them," an_ d we 

~r. B!oJmfield, Mr. :Bowles, and ~fr. doubt not that the trutn of the text was ex
Chaunbe~lam, sev~rally addressed tbe meetmg, cmplifiecl in the experience of one at least. 
and '.cstified their_ Christian_ ~nd brot~erly who was present, namely, our brother Entler; 
affection for our pastor,. for which we lugbly he bas evidently been taught by the Great 
esteem tbc~, and _publicly thank them, ~nd Teacher the knowledge of " these things,"· 
also tbe cham~an, ~1ir. Ch_irei:s, for the l~ad:ng and was there waiting bf the pool to do his 
part he took m this se1:'ice i,n our affi_,ction. command. 
W c rcahzed at the meeting £7 6s., which we The occasion was highly interesting to the• 
prcsente~ to Mr. Langham. Can we not say, Wycombe friends especially. It was a con-
ls anything_ loo hard for the Lord? firmation to their minds that the course they 

:N • E. BARNES. } Deacons. had adopted ws,s a right one. Among the 
J. W. PRICE. excellent supplies the Lord has sent them 

since they have me~ at the Hall, the preacher 
on the present occas10n was one; he has told 
us again and ao-ain the sweet tale of Jesus; 
has talked of all he did and said, power and 
savor has accompanied the word. W c have 
found the council chamber a chamber of com
munion the seat of justice a seat of mercy. 
We hav'e seen marked attention in some who 
used to be indifferent, several lingering at a 
distance when the supper had been observed ; 
and now comes one to tell us of the L~rd 's 
gracious dealing, and his wish to follow him. 

EAST STREET, GREENWICH. 
A SEilMON "·as preached on Good :Friday 

afternoon, at Ebenezer Chapel, East Street, 
by Mr. Caunt, minister of the place. The 
1,reachcr selected his text from Lamentations 
i. 12. "Is it nothing to you all ye that pass 
b,y," &c. After making some solemn remarks 
concerning tbe characters who passed by the 
atoning sacrifice of the Saviour, which he 
described as fourfold, viz., I, tbe 11Ugoldly; 
2, the Jews ; 3, the Socinians ; 4, the Armin
ians. The ungodly pass the Saviour's sufl'er
ings by carelessly; the J cws rejectingly; 
the Socinians denyingly; viz., denying the 
efficacy of the atonement to save ; the Armin
ians ignorantly, believing they had duty faith 
to perform, whereas the preacher advocated 
the free and perfect salvation of the sensible 
sinner tmough the atoning sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God. 

After which he proceeded to dwell upon the 
sufferings of Christ, dwelling much upon his 
di ,·iuity in sUBtaining him in the same. 

After tb~ sermon, a tea meeting was held, 
upwards of 120 sat down to tea, and at half 
past 6 a public meeting eommeneecl by brother 
Caunt gi,in_g out hymn 30, 2nd book, (Watts.) 

. AfLer w h1_ch brother Miller supplicated tbe 
<l1vwe blesswg, when brother Duly the senior 
deacon gave a statement of the rise and 
progress of the cause since W. Cnunt ).,.as been 
among them; st11ting that tt was about two 

The little chapel was crammed, and the oc• 
casion solemn. :May evidence be granted that 
good was clone.-So pray's yours in the 
truth, H. HEATH. 

High Wycombe, March 23, 1856. 

THE CHURCH A1' SHEERNESS, KENT, 

Dear Brother in Covenant Grace-Though 
unknown to you in the flesh, nevertheless :ron 
are not altogether a stranger to me, havm~ 
h:td _ on severnl occasions the pleasure_ J 
pwkmg up a few crumbs of the master s 
l;,read orokcn by you while at Crosby Row, 
anu do really sympathise with yo_u JU yol)} 
many afflictions, praying that the dispensci: 0 

them fill\Y (which he has promised to do) g1v~ 
you resi&nin~ and upholding grnco undo, 
them. Dcar''brother, taking as you do _so 
lively an interest in the welfare nncl prospenty 
of the Lord's Zion, would you favour me, Jll 
behalf 0f the brethren here, to il)sert ,or 



APRIL L, 1858,1 AND OHlllSTTAN REOORO, 95 

drooping causes, the visit wl,i,,li the Great 
Head of the Chul'ch has made to this isolated 
spot of his gracious garden. Having been 
invited to supply for six months, I aecepterl, 
and have (though with many fears) blown, as 
the Lord hath enabled me, the trumpet of the 
Gospel. The sound, I am happy to say has 
been an acceptable one to many. Tl10 iioly 
Ghost, by which alone it can reach the con
sci<'nce and awaken the soul, has been pleased 
to own the instrumentnlit;r employed, not 
only in awakening the conscience, but in con
straining several to comply with its graeious 
invitations, and have come before the church, 
made a good confession, and six persons, four 
female and two male, were publicly baptised 
last Lord's-day morning, in the triune name 
of our covenant Jeho1•ah-Father, Son, aud 
Holy Ghost. Dµring the short time I have 
been here our attendance has much increased, 
both on the Sabbath ancl week evening ser
vices, :rnd I believe that several others beside 
those who have been baptised are under deep 
convict.ions. The church, too, is in a very 
united stnte, much moi-e so than many im
]llediately surrounding us. It will be a long 
time Lefore the relish of last Sabbath's repast 
will be forgotten by many. W c commeneed 
our forenoon service as usunl, with singing 
and prayer; n brother in communion, who is 
very useful in the viueynrd, took the first 
part, when I made a few remarks (on "Men 
won(lereu nt ") and then descended to the 
pool. I made n few observations on the 
nature. and design of the m llinnance, and 
then bnptiscd them, the Lord most wonder
fully manifosting himself in the comforting 
and supporting the baptised it1 the same, some 
(as I have been tohl since) sang Hallelujah! 
coming out of the water, when the service was 
concluded with singing and prayer. The 
chapel was filled throughout, aud altogether 
it was a most solemn and impressive r,ervicc. 

In the afternoon we approached the ban
queting table, and truly his banner over us 
was love-scarcely a member absent. It was 
a refreshing scq~ou indeed. In the e.cning I 
spoke from Roma11s lfiV. and 17, shQwing the 
~egatii-e and positive character of the re
hgion of the ~nviour, that it consisted not iu 
the mere 1. Performance of religious duties; 
2. Assent of the jndgment to Dible uoctrines; 
3. In an admission to Gospel pril'ilcges. but, 
positively, in righteousness, 1. Jly imputat.ion, 
w1:ought out fully by Christ, and freely rc·
cc11•od (by faith) by ua of' Christ; 2. Higlit
eou_sness by impartation, or tlw Holy Ghost, 
by* indwelling grqce, briu(:ing our hearts 
a~d 1Dit1ds, and soqls into snujcction to the 
1mud qnd will of Cl1rist, _nnd thus producing 
tl!ose fruits of holi11ess which is to t.he praise 
ot God &nil honour of onr profession. The 
se~o!1tl particular· wits "Peace," haviHg its 
91'lgin i~1 the covenant of pence, issuing from 
the God of pe:1cc, f!owlpg throu:,h the Gospel 
of 1~oacc, rcachinO' every elect siunor ,1n~l pro
~luc1ng pence, it~ t'bo couscicuce, iu tlnrkucss, !p temptation, it, death ; boyo11d the gram, 

ho thlr~ p~t·ticu)ar, "Joi:,". Joy of pardo,~, 
of n<ioptwn, of nSSU1'£\11CC, JOY now cxpcn
en1.ced1 t4eii t~ prospect. And, by way of flp
p 1eat1on1 showed that this righteousness, 

peace, and joy was now entrusted or com
mitted to the bands or agency of the Holy 
Ghost, and only as it was communicated by 
him, through the Gospel, could it be felt, 
known, and experienced. Ur1?ing those who 
felt their need of it to seek by prayer and 
supplication an acquaintance with those vital 
truths which make wise unto sal vation1 thus 
ended the happiest day we have spent m this 
place. S. M. P. 

SAXMUNDHAM, SUFFOLK. 
The first anniversary of the reopening of 

the New Baptist Chapel in this town was 
holden on Good Friday last. The sermons in 
the mornin~ and evening were preached by 
C. W. Banks, from Psalm cxx..xv.-" Praise 
the Lord ; for he hath chosen Jacob unto 
himself, and Israel for his peculiar t1·easure," 
&:c., &c. The afternoon sermon was by Mr. 
Robert Barns, of Glemsford, from Romans v. 
-" The love of God shed abroad in the 
heart," &c. l\fr. Brand, of Aldringham, as
sisted. :\fr. William Day, the pastor, and all 
his people appeared happy and thankful to 
God for his mercies unto them. The chapel 
was crowdeu to overflowing, and we have 
abundant evidence that the Lord is here, 
gathering in some of his own peculiar treasure. 

TRIBUL,1.TION. 

Sorrow's pathway strewed 'lrith tears, 
P.-~ved with anxious doubts ancl fear@, 
Tra,·ersing the bridge of sighs; 
Thus we journey to the skies, 
1Tis the path the Saviour trod; 
Shall we murmur at our God? 
Stem encounters with the worh.!; 
Shafts by hellish magic hurled ; 
Fleshly lu~ts which war within, 
Conflicts between grace and sin, 
But tho0:g-h all in k:i:;uc conspire 
Grace maintains the !h·ing- fire, 
A~ our day, our ~trength shall bq, 
\Vherefore fear the :stormv sea? 
Does not Je~us guide the ·br1,rk ! 
Is not he a living ark'! 
\Yhere frn1u trouble ~hall we fie<', 
A rtt. of Refuge, -but to thee? 
Mansions are prepared above l 
For the objects of his lo,·e; 
But the pathway to the skies 
Through deep tribulation lies : 
Furnaces of trial here, 
Will the promi~c of rest endear. 
Ransomed spirits round tbe throne 
Have the like temptations known: 
noubtiog, fc:u·ing-, lie.re. below. 
They were steeped in oartbly wo~; 
Often writhed 'ncutb. s~tan 's frown: 
Now tl;lcy wc1tr o. victor's crowu • 
.All who on the Son bclie,·e, 
Shall like bl~ssedncss reeC'i ve ; 
'l'hcy who onward press to God, 
Grace w.m teach to ki~s the l'oc.l, 
'l'each to trust n. s~n·iour's tovc.-., 
•rrn they sec his f,tce above. 
lby>s of· gloomy tboug-ht an<l donbt, 
When we fear onr!l-elv"s thrust o,!t; 
Days of slncln('ss when the sou} 
},'inU3 thu cvid.:·ntbl roll, 
Sotn-~ :~t<,ft a.,\'ay from care, 
Commune~ with hei· S;1.,·iout· tbcrt."!. 
Ruch tho chccqucr'd path we go, 
l\lncle of huppiness ar.{l woe; 
Hut bcyo_ncl our modul sight, 
F:\ith beholds '!elcs.tial lig-ht; 
Meekly bending to the rod, 
'£rusl• Iler We, lle, "II, with. God. 

F. D, S>UTH, 
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MAZZAROTH: 
on, 

THE TWELVE SIGNS IN 'fHE BIBLICAL HEAVENS. 

Tm; study of the Old Testnment as the leatJing tl,e sMp of the cl,ttrcl, in a storm; 
typicnl forerunner of New Testament nnd, bt1t whilst the great Pilot is;,. it, the loss nf 
New Covenant realitie•, is one of the sweetest: a poo1· ,111deri·ower ,cill be inco111ide1•ablo," 
employments-of a prfrnte ebarnctcr-I llllxe' Oui· venerable friend John Andrews Jones 
ever known; and I am l'leascd to find that ; in a pamrhlet he hos just published, says-.'. 
there arc others, even m these snperficial , "Dr. Gil , adverting to the very grent revival 
times, who m·e, in n mensurel digging for this \ of ,frtnillia11is11,, and olher hercsit•s in Ids day 
treasure, in this prl'cious golcten mine. Some said thnt 'A veil wns d1·awn over the glory of 
volumes are announced as the produce of an II the Reformation, nnd the Doctrines of it.' 
A rehdeaeon's pen, mtitled "CHlllST IS . Was it. so tl,e11? Alas! render, how is it now 1 
ALL !-the Gospel of tl,e Old Testament:" \ It is indeed n dark night season, only a few 
wherein the 1,istory and the n,ystery rf the • stnrs arc feebly twinkling here and there, 
Word of God is said to be well blended, and, it will be darker yet. 0 then !tow in
although of the pureness and clearness of cumbent it is for those who ha1Je experienced, 
their divinity, I do not undertake as yet to and who really do know the value of the pre
speak. It is painful for me to be compelled cious Truths and Doctrines of the everlasting 
to write m;i: papers so briefly and so hurredly; gospel, highly to esteem them, to told them 
but I am like a sailor in a rough sea-thrown fast, and ne'l'er, no never, to let them go: 110, 
about by adverse winds in all directions;- not 011e grain of Truth." However true 
many a time I han fully expected to be this may oc, how good it is to remember those 
driven on some rock or yawning sands where mighty ,vo1·ds of Paul-"Your life is Mdwitli 
the wreck and los~ of all things has appeared O1,rist in God; and when Christ who is 0111• 

to be inevitable: and not a fe,v of the crew life sl,all appear, then shall we also appear 
who once sailed with me, ha'l'e jumped into with him in glo1·y." 
some of the little boats passing by, and made But now we must have the text, and pro
their escape ; and they think they are doing eced with a few remarks thereon, In Genesis 
God service, by now exclaiming against me. xxxv. 22-26, you will find it, beginning, 
Oh, beautiful Christians! What develop- "Now THE SONS OF JACOB WERE TWELVE;" 
ments of a fallen nature, under the garb of a and then their :names are ~iven, '.l'be first 
gospel profession, have I witnessed in this lump is Leah's fruit-bearing - "B,ub,n, 
immense and mighty London ! I almost Simeon, Levi, Judal,, Issachar, and Zebulun." 
wish we had another edition of " The Cliris- These are representative characters in tbe 
Uan World Unmasked." I know I could professing family. 
throw in a few additional strokes to that " Reuben" is the first-and respecting bis 
fearful picture of the family who "1,a,,, a mother, and Jacob's sore disappointment, 
na111• to litJe"-but where they live, and on there is a pungent wo1·d written by an old 
w1,at-where they will die, or how, is not for divine on Genesis xxix. 23 . "Laban took 
me to say. For the caution and instruction Leab-[mstead of Rachel, as he had pro
of some of the Lord's ministers, who may mised,] and brought her to Jacob." Thus, 
come after me, I should much like to write a Laban gave Jacob the unseemly elder instead 
book-but of that no more at preeent-as I of the beautiful younger, on whom Jacob'• 
promised to notice in this number heart was so firmly set. "This was a fraud 

much akin to the one Rebekab-(Jacob's 
THE NAMBB GIVEN TO JACOB'& SONS: THE mother) had committed, when she substituted 

HIIADB OP THE TWELVE TDIBES. by a cunning cjisguise, the younger son _for 
These twelve sons were historir.al and the elder." God pays us in our own com; 

figurative portraits of the characters who and "measures to us again the self-same 
make up the visible church-the militant measure that we hove meted to others." Let 
church-the gospel family of mankind, on every man remember that; and let him see 
the earth. how fully this sentence is confim1ed in _the 

One strong word of consolation I mnst Sciiptures of truth. Poor Leah, she wos !II _n 
quote here, drawn !l'Om the dying bed of sad place. Jacob did not want her; ,en, it~: 
Jacob. After lie had blessed the sons of said, "the Lonn sow that Leab was hated: 
J oeepb, be said to him, "In thee shall Israel she was thrown, os it were, by her father, 
bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim and into Jacob's arms; and Jacob would fain havd 
Manasseh;" and furthermore added-" I DIE: thrown her back again; but the Lord ha 
but God al,all be witl, 11ou, and bring you mercy upon her ;-she conceived,-sho bare n 
a9aim. into tlie land of your fatl,ers." Upon son ;-she called hie name REUBEN ;-for sho 
this, one bath sud, " How satisfactory it is said, "Surely the Lord bath looked upon ll!fl 
to a d~ing saint to consider that God live•, affliction; now therefore, my hu•bnnd WI 
and will carry on hls cause without him, as love me." Leah recognised the han4 of God 
well as with him:" the great Jo1rn OwEN, in this· she was patient under her tnnl_; .•h~ 
two _day., before he died, which was in 1683, was heiped, bonored, and enabled to re1oice • 
(a time when Popery and arbitrary power for the beet interpretation I can find of lieu
threatened ~ overspread the land, wrote hen's name is that given by the Hebrew 
theae words m a letter to a friend-" I am scholar Hillerus, who expounds it thus-
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" Gorl /,ritfi soo,i, or, p1·ovi,led a Bolt." If she 
hoprnl that this son was tho promised seed, 
,he was misLakon; nevertheless, she had joy 
in Lhis delivcrnnce ont of her sorrow. 

disobedience. Tho " double portion" was 
Reuben's-this was given to Joseph's sons. 
The ., kin,qdom" wae Reuben's-thiq wa~ 
given to Judah. The "prie•thood" was 
Reuben's-this was given to Levi. We arc 
here, then, to notice Reuben as a representa
tive character-yes-the representative even 
of some whom we hope the Lord hath markeil 
for his own ; but against whom sin and satan 
have awfully prevailed. Oh, what a looking
glass is Reuben's character! How it reflects 
the shattered state of many who once stood 
well in Zion! If I were to let feelings g,Jide 
me here, I should be can-ied a long way ; 
but one thing I may note. It appears to me 
that there have been some of us who once 
stood in the visible church without having on 
"the whole armour of God"-consequently, 
when the evil day came, it found us unpre
pared; and how very few-(who have once 
really been visibly thrown down, overcome, 
'.'nd bruised)-that rise again to the full en
Joyment of that happy and uaeful position in 
the visible church of Christ which certainly 
belongs to all whose conscience and conduct 
testify to these three things :-First-that 
Jesus Christ has put them into the ministry. 
Secondly-that the Holy Ghost has made 
them faithful, anil honored them in their 
ministry. Thirdly-that by the good hand of 
Goel they have been preserved, having a con
science void of offence toward God, and to
ward all men. Oh, precious Grace! How 
sweet, how safe, how strong thou art! And 
when we live under thine almighty influence 
we may well sing-

" More happy-but not more secure, 
The glorified spirits in heaven." 

There is, surPly, a bright breaking forth of 
1.ho splondi,I mys of sovereign grar,e in the 
distinct difference between the prediction pro
nounccil upon ltouben by Jacob, and that pro
nounceil upon him by Moses. Jacob, his 
father, says-(in a kind of austere an,! angry 
tone-) "REUBBN, thou art my first-born, 
my might, and the beginning of my strength, 
the excellency of dignity, and the excellency 
of power: Unstable as water, thou shalt not 
excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's 
bed," &c. &c. This word which Jacob spake 
is to bo divided in to three parts. 1 st-He 
says-" Thou art my might, and the begin
ning of my strength :''-the word here used, 
signi6eth the strnining of the body forcibly
•• Paul said, he ,·eached forth, and presser! 
after the things that were before; so Jacob 
had wrestled with God in earnest prayer that 
a son might be given to him; and the prayer 
was answered. Then, 2dly, Jacob speaks of 
his dignity, being the first-born. But this 
natural birth-right he forfeited; he fell 
from it; and clishonored himself. Natural 
pl'ivileges, natural attainments, - yfa, all 
tliings, short of Christ and his grace, may be 
lost and turned to the wol'st account. It 
was, as though Satan made a desperate thrust 
at Jacob hel'e, in his very first-born; an<l 
threw him intol one of the worst of sins; so 
Jacob says, (3rdly,) "Unstable as water, 
tl,ou sl,alt not excel." Almost forty yenl's 
had rolled on between the time when 
Reuben sinned the gl'eat sin, and the time 
when his. father thus spake to him; but he 
had not forg.otten it. An Heathen historian 
once wrote-' '-S.ooner 01· later, great sins will 
/,ave ,qreat pu,iishments from Goo; therefore, 
hate as hell that which is evil;" and as for 
all uncleanness let it not be once named 
among you, saith Paul. 

Now, tum to the sermon Moses preaches to 
Reuben. We have seen what a black sen
tence Jacob wrote upon him; and we might 
well expect to find that Moses would come 
do,vn upon him with a more awful sentence 
still. But, not so. Jacob comes like a judge, 
and thunders loudly, without one word of 
mercy ;-Moses comes in, , s a mediator
and as though viewing Reuben as sheltered, 
as washed, as pardoned, as accepted, as 
saved-he says-" LET REUBEN LIVE: AND 
NOT DIE: AND LET JrOT HIS MEN DE FEW." 
Here are three things-first, the Person:
seco~dly, the Condition ,-thirdly, the Pro
phetic Blessing-" LET REUBEN LIVE: AND 
Nor DIB.u 

[I am writing this now in a corner of one 
of_ the Eastern Counties close boxes ;-with 
't;111~ and body both disturbed-pray forgive 
t e Imperfections. But now] 

l. '/Jhe Character-REUBEN-" U11stable 
aa water"-having no solid principles to pre
serve him ;-a lightness, a lewdness, and an 
unsteady principle, marks his career. One 
buthority says-thel'e were three things which 
helonged to Reuben's birth-right; but which 
e lost by the foul force of temptation and 

Is it my privilege to be now writing for the 
perusal of any who are young in the ministry 
-or, but of few years in the gospel vineyard? 
Let me most sincerely say one word to you
and it is this, "let thy garments be always 
white, and let thine head laC'k no ointment;" 
"be sober," and not intoxicated with creature 
applause, or with false notions of thy own 
strength and security; be vigilant in much 
use of God's Word, in a careful and consistent 
waiting upon thy God in prayer; and in an 
unceasing watchfulness against satan, sin and 
thine own heart. Ah! how natural it is for a 
young man to suppose himself proof against 
the shafts of the wicked one ! but I have seen 
those who have been most cruel in their con
tempt of othel's, and exceedingly bold in their 
own selt'-sufliciency; 1 have seen such become 
like a thing cast away and despised. I say, 
therefore, "Let him tliat tl,inketh he stand
etl1, take heed LEST HE l'ALL." I will dare to 
write these words - THE DOUBLll POllTION 
MAY IIE TAKEN 1-'llOlll us; I mean ths sweet 
e1v·oy,nent of grace in a pure and peaceable 
conscience. The kingdom may be taken from 
us ;-1 mean our happ;i; and useful standing 
in the visible church. l'he priesthood may be 
taken from us : I mean, real access at tl1e 
tla one, and the assurance of ort.r unio-n to tlu, 
CO'Venant Hea<l.'' Therefore, brethren, 
watch. Before I pass from this, let me say, 
I wish ou1· honored brother, "A L1TTL11 ONE," 
would some day give us a letter or two on 
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Paul's 'll'ords, " Whe,•efo,•e ta1ce mito 1JO« t1ie 
iohole armo.,.,. of God." 

There is more iu Reuben's oharactcr yet; 
and I must not be hurried o,·er these portraits 
ol men, for I hope the Lord will bless th~m ; 
but, as a "A LITTLE ONE," and other cor
respondents this month, arc long and nu-
merous, I must defer. C. ,v. B. 

A LETTER 
FROM MR, SAMUEL LANE, OF IIULL, 

MR. EDITOR.-Dear Sir: Will you be so kind 
to correct in your April number a mistake made 
by our ,cry 0highly esteemed brother Clark, a 
man, and minister of God, with whom I am 
enabled frequently, and Ycry blessedly, to hold 
s~·eet commun'on and spiritual converse? who 
has, it seems unwittingly, asse1·ted in the 
March number of the E.~R TIIEN VESSEL, th11t 
the late George Bond, Esq., of N. St.John's 
N. Brunswick, N. America; (who, fo,· upwards 
of twenty years was Alderman of that City, 
and held in the hig·hest esteem by all who had 
the honor of knowing him, as a CHRISTIAN, a 
gentleman, a magistrate-dear Mr. Clark, in 
his preface to the two letters forwarded for 
insertion, says, that) Mr. Bond was once a resi
dent in Hull; when the real fact is, he, I believe 
was never once in Yorkshire during the whole 
course of his 'l'aluable life. True it is, the dea.r 
man had made up his mind, if spared, to pay 
me a brotherly visit, on his way to his dear 
friend, at Great Torrington, in the county of 
Devon, it being his native place; but the dear 
Lord, ere that time arrived, thought meet to 
call bis beloved serrnnt home to his Father's 
house, to go no more out; but to remain a 
pillar in tbe temple, 

'' ,Yith God eternall 1· shut in, 
Far from a world o(gricf and sin." 

My first aquainlance with this dear and 
blessed man of God was, I belie.c, the year 
1818, at Plymouth Dock, now Devonport, 
where I was frequently, and for some years 
previously thereto, in the habit of going to 
preach JEsus, at a very lar_g-e chapel, c,11led 
"'Ptincc's Street chapel;" being for a nu~bcr 
of years, called as a supply therein; and from 
that time to the time of his demise, we kept 
up a brotherly and trnly christian concspon
dcnce; nor hasre I ever known a more honor~ 
able, upright, worthy, and truly honest 
Christian durin!:; my experience with the dear 
saints of God thau mv departed brother Bond. 
I ha,c, from time to time, sent him the <1ospel 
Magazines, i.e. from the year 1800 to 1840, or 
my 40 bound volumes of that useful work, with 
other works of the like, all in one parcel; also 
at otlicr times since the yca1• 1820, I have for
wardcc\ Lrolher Bond, tracts and pamphlets 
sermons &c. &c.; in all nearly, if nor full out 
lo tbc amount of £200 worth of publications 
on stii-lin;, divinity, ]tublished by li.1. WKllll 
GJLL, ToPLADY, &c., for which the dear 
Loncst hearted man of God never foiled to send 
111c the amount in cheques, on persons or 
merchants who never refused even in one 
solitary instance, on seeing his_ name atta_ched 
thereto, to hand over to me the amount speci-

fled therein. This b1•ings to my mind a eh-. 
cumstanee of which it may not be improper 
for you to notice, seing so very conspicuously 
the finger of our Lord therein. 

In the year 1824, I forw,wded_ by the Ship 
Gardene1' and ,Toseph, n splcn,hcl merchnut
man, (Cnphtin Foster I bolievo wns his unmc) 
a large number ofs~rmons, trncts, hymn books 
&c., the chief bulk wns marlo up of Doctor 
Hawkc1·'s works; which sniil vessel when in 
tho very ruiclst of the w~stcm ocenn, foundc1·cd 
and was consequently thrown upon he1· beams' 
and all hope of sah-ation of the ship ancl .her 
crew were completely gone for upwards of Two 
DA.Ys ! when the dent• Lord providentially 
directed a Liverpool vessel to heave in sight, 
and so thereby rescue the poor despairing sea
men from n watery grave, to rejoice and return 
home in safety; but what still is more conoec. 
ted with this event, is, the large bundle of 
books in question, where lying in the cabin, I 
believe quite dry, when the mate of the ship 
in his last effort and hurry, snatched up the 
cumbersome and weighty parcel, threw tho 
same into the waiting boat, and thus tho 
truths of God were preserved in that parcel, it 
being the ONLY article saved, independent of 
the crew, and having taken the same into 
Liverpool, it found its way unddsturbed and 
uninjured to my dwelling, and from thence, 
after many months, to its destined place, St. 
John's! Why I more particularly mention this 
circumstance is, a learned divine, late of Leeds, 
in Yorkshire, at a Public Tract Society meet
ing, very piously remarked, "I like Hawker's 
tracts, but not Dr. Hawker's, as a proof of 
which, I took up a quantity of them this 
morning, and thrust them into the fire." Some 
little time after this, a young squib of (what 
some might call) divinity, at a place called 
Burlington, in _the same county, not very re
mote from Leeds, took up a number of dear 
Dr. Hawker's works and committed them to 
the flames, lest his church and congregation 
should become tainted and contaminated there
with and forsake his froth for sterling truth; 
for .,;hich wicked act, if I am correctly infor
med, more than 40 of his members justly for
sook him and fled, whieh ultimately broke up 
his cause; so thnt it may be truly said, of t~e 
blessed effects contnined in the said truths in 
question, wrapt up in the aforesaid bnndle, tb~t 
the water could not drown them, nor the fil,c 
consume nor the fierce flames of a creature s 
malice clestroy them; however, if report bo 
true, I have reason to believe tha~ the formcl 
before his final departure, saw h1s error, an 
liko Paul, lived to preach the faith he onco 
destroyed. 

" Praise God from whom nil blessings flow," 

Mrs. Bond was a person of superior te.ldi)t'[ 
and a profound enemy of the doctrine of w ha 
is generally termed_ the ,free will. sys~eruti;~ 
salvation by creature hohnoss and JU~l-1~ca. in 
by the works of tlie law, &c. A mm1• t0\no 
Devonport told me that Mrs. Bond :vas the 
of the most powerful reasoners agawst h t 
Arminians he ever hearc\ dispute 01 t \ 
point. A captain . of one of our Hui s 'Pu 
pnce said to bet•, " :Mrs. Bond_, wl;iat mad0J:.':,J 
become a preacher, after 1·oadlng whlit 
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has said on the subject of female teaching-," If there are many Pastors who really stand, 
&c. sho instantly replied, "we havo nothing , vitall:y, practically, and perseveringly in the 
hor~ of real truth to be found or heard. I principles and ministerial business which 
Arminianism and creature holiness is the Idol I Owen here lays down, in these days, then we 
of tho day; as it respects myself, I can assure ' are. deceived. As regards this powerful Orcli
you that had we an HAWKER or a Lane here, nation sermon, we desire always to have its 
our people would never heard me in the pul- weighty words before the eye of om· mind; 
pit." The captain and indeed most of them and truly thankful shall we be, if the perusal 
who have hcard hor, and almost all of the of this pamphlet lead many of our brethren 
captains from Hull, and indeed many of their deeply to examine their standing;, and again 
men used con.stantly attend her chapel when to cry mightily unto the Lord for a double 
thero, and one and all pronounced her a portion of his Spirit. 
surprising woman! a modest yet a bold cham- The following few sentences taken from 
pion for declaring the truth as it is in Jesue. OWEN'S charge will be sufficient, we think, to 
Mrs. Bond also was no mean poet, as a proof convince our readers we have not spoken of 
of which, I herein enclose a short specimen. it in exaggerated terms. The Doctor says:-

"\'Vishing you prosperity, both in basket and "I think truly, that no man preaches that 
in store, and every comfort a blessed God in Sermon well to others that did not first preach 
Christ Jesus may think good to bestow, and it to his own soul. He that doth not feed on, 
heaven itself your eternal inheritance: I and digest, and thrive by, what he prepares 
subscribe myself, Mr. Editor, your's in the for his people, he may give them poison, as 
sweet Lord Jesus, S. LANE. far as he knows; for unless he finds the power 

Hull, March 8th, 1856. of it in his own heart, he cannot have pound 
~-~~~-~-- ~-~-~- of confidence that it will have power in the 

REVIEWS AND NOTES. hearts of others. 
" It is easier to bring our heads to preach, 

E ,.,, than our hearts to preach. To bring our 
"Ministerial Requirements, and tl,e aithJ ul heads to preach, is but to find out and fill our 

Steward;" memories with some notions of truth of our 
Suen is the weighty title-page of another -own, or of other men, and then go into the 

re-print, with "Preface by J. A. Jones, of pulpit and speak them out to give satisfaction 
Jireli meeting, London." to ourselves. But, to bring our hearts to 

The pamphlet contains "The substance of preach, is to be transformed into the power 
Two Ordination Cha1·ges, one delivered in the of these truths; to find the power of them 
year 1682, by John bwen, D. D.; the other before preaching, in fashioning our minc's 
in 1813, by Samuel Rowles, of Colinglirook." and hearts therein; and to find the power 
Sold by James Paul, and by the Editor, 50, thereof in preaching, even in the delivery 
M11rray Street, City Road." thereof, that we, and the people to whom we 

Iu the cow·se of the Preface, Mr. Jones preach, may have real benefit, and be fctl 
saj·s : with knowledgo and understanding. 

"Christian rMder ! I have been engaged "Bo thou diligent to know the state of thy 
in the work of the ministry nicire than 47 flocks, and look well to thy herds." Proverbs 
years; nnd I present you with these two xxvii. 23. 
Charges on an eventful day to f.ze.-'-It \vas on "He who hath not the state of his flock 
Marcb. 13, 1816, .that I was ordained lo the continually in his eye in his private studies, 
Pastoral office, at Hartley Row in Hatnpshfre, and on his min,l in his work of public preach
when the following sterling gospel tninisters ing, fights uncertainly, as n man beats tue 
were present, !lnd all of them took pntt in air. If he c!Qth not consider what is the 
the solemn services of the day, viz., brethren state of his flock-of the people among whom 
John Stevens, John Bailey, Ucorge Francis, he labours-with reference to their tempta
Jnmes Comb, Jatnes Castleden, and Samt1el tions, to their light or to their darkness; to 
Parrott. All the above brethren hlivo entered their growth, or to their decays; to their 
into their t·est; and-I alone ,·emaiii ! "]fr. flolirishing or their withering; to the measure 
Stevens delivered the Cha,·go from Col. iv. 17: of thei,· knowledge and attainments; their 
"Take head to the minist,-y which tlwtt lu(st age and standing in tho Church of Chhst: 
i·eceived in the Lord, that thott fulfil it." 110 who cloth not duly consider these things, 

"Forty years, thercfore, of continued Pas- neYer preaches aright unto his flock. Yes, 
tol'al labours, have this day rnu their eventful indeed, a minister shmilcl have n knowledge 
ro~nd with me, amid sore temptations, many of his people ; their measure of stature; the 
gi·10vous trials, and most eventtul providences. times nod seasons in which they are exercised; 
Still I am preserved, though uuwo.rthy, as a thoil' seasons of adversity nod prosperity; 
"IVatehman on Zion's wall's; awaiting the yen, ill a word, ns far ns possible he shoultl 
Master's summons to receive, I trust, my laid know from timo to time how it is with them, 
up C~own." 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. in order thnt ho may preach and divide the 

This Preface is dated Maroh 13, 185G; the word aright unto them. 
day on which Mr. Jones's anniversary was ''Prn.yer, continual prayer, is required of 
hold, a report of which is given iu another Ministers, for arltl on behalf of the Chw-ches 
pnrt of this nL1mhc1·. ' o¥er which Christ lmth made them overseers.'' 
D '\V c must confoss tho ordination chnrgo by I "This is the ,vay wo DLESS our congr.cga
. 1'• John Owen is foll of suclt solemn injunc- tions. '.!.'here is no better way whereby we 

~!Ons to Pa.tore as to make us c1·y out again- can bless our tloclr, than by continually pray-
' A.nd wr.o is sufficient for these tltin,qs ?" ing for a l!lessing from God to be upon them. 
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" Nor do I believe that any minister, any 
pastor in the world, can keep up a due love 
to his church, who doth not constantly pray 
for them. 

"Let, him preach as much as ho will, visit, 
a11Cl talk as much as he will; unless God cloth 
keep him up in a spirit of prayer, in his 
CLOS"- T for them, he can havo no evidence 
that he doth perform any other ministerial 
duty in R due manner." 

In this manner doth the Doctor proceed to 
lay clmrn the many heavy branches of a good 
pastor's work; and we will ho so bold 11'11 to 
say, under God, this charge may be a great 
blessing to many ministers, if seriously and 
prayerfully they ponder its contents. We 
think Mr. John Andrews Jones may now stay 
his hand at publishing. He bas rendered 
good service here; and we thank him for it. 

A PEil.SECUTED MINISTEB. 
l We arc sorry to find the following commu

nication ha.s been so long neglected. We 
hope it will be the means of proving that 
the churches of truth a.re prepared to stand 
by a ma.n who suffers for righteousness 
sake-En.] 

pecta.tions : collection and presents since, £6 
13s. O½d, The Lord's nnmo be praised, no causo 
of truth should bo silent in this case; it is 
written, "We know not what the morrow 
may bring forth;" it may be om· lot to enter 
the furnace next; present pro•perity is no 
security from future adYersity; may our chief 
aim be to carry out the golden rule, " Dear yo 
one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ;'' not from the chilling mendicant 
spirit of duty, 01· freezing charit;r, but the 
ennobling, constl'aining love of Christ. 

Yours, faithfully, 
TnolllA.B CnlVERB, 

3, Gloster Row, Walworth. 
On Friday, March 6th, myself and senior 

deacon visited our brother Langham, giving 
him the a.hove, for which be desired to return 
the church a.nd congregation at Ebenezer his 
heartfelt thanks. Our brother is still very 
low, a.nd suffers much from the reduced state 
into which he is brought. I shall be happy to 
receive at my house or chapel any donat10ns 
on his behalf. 

LETTERS FROM AUSTRALIA. 
JUST before going to press, we received a 

packet from North Adelaide, with lettP.rs and 
DEAR Sru,-I write to draw your attention orders for Eartheii Vessels, a.nd other sound 

to one of the Lord's persecuted ministers who works, for the use of such of the Lord's living 
is labouring at Ashdon, 4 miles from Saffron family as are now located in those dista.at 
Walden, Essex:, his name is Lefevre. I hove parts of our globe. One letter is dated from 
some acqua.intance with him, I believe he is " Salem Chapel, Kermode Street, North Ade
e. faithful preacher of the gospel of Christ, but la.ide, December 20, 1855, and is signed by 
the people there have been under a.n Armi- John Kither, the pastor of the church; also 
nian preacher many years, until this last two by Georgo Gooden, James Ma.son, Charles 
years, this Mr. Lefevre has been amongst Hooper, S. Watmuff, and E. Smith Wayth, 
them, and the greatest part of the people the Secretary. We should gladly make ex
turned age.inst him-a few, however, cleave racts; but this cannot be done before next 
to him; and the doctrines of God's blessed month. One thing we may mention, -The 
Word. I believe, be is put about very much. Baptist church, in North Adelaide, have 
For the people are few and poor: his friends formed a. Society ea.lied the " SA.LEM GOSPEL 
tell me he is a Yery consistent man. He i• PERIODICAL AND DooK CrncuLATING So
known to Mr. Wilson, of Saffron Walden, CIETY." By this means they will secure a 
who is now minister where the late Mr. regular distribution of "Vessels" and other 
Player was. I think this is a case worthy of sound gospel works. Trulv thankful a.re wo 
the sympathy of the ch1:1rch. Wis~ing yo,u to find that they so Yalue the truth, as _to 
~Yery new covenant blessmg, I remain yolll' s , exert themselves to promote its wide d1s
m the best of bonds, \VM. SYMONDS. semination. We have tens of thousands of 

MR. HENRY LANGHAM. 
DEAR l\lR. EDITOR-Having attended a 

public meeting held a.t Squirries-street, Deth
nal-green, on Feb. 26th, I was much pained 
a.t the absence of the pastor, Mr. Langham, 
which, we were informed, was oecassioned by 
the continued illness and extreme weakness 
of our brother, whose labours dul'ing the 
twelH months he ha.s been among this people, 
the Lord has abundantly blessed, for which the 
church and congregation a.re practically mind
ful, by their liberal ministrations to their 
pastor·s wants, which, of necessity, in sickness, 
are greatly increased; add to this, they have 
to pay supplies for the pulpit. Feeling this 
to be a try1ng time for them I felt constrained 
to me.ntiun the ~ase at od.r church meeting, 
wLcn 1t ,~·as unanunously agreed upon, to have 
a collect10_n for ou~ bother Langham, which 
was accordmgly C!'r_ned out on Sunday evening, 
March 2nd, rea.lizmi my most sanguine ex-

books, we could send them if British bene
volent Christians would supply the means. 
Let us form in England a Society for sending 
out to them a. good supply. 

MENDLESHAM GREEN, SUFFOLK. 
A PLEA.BA.NT day was spent here on Good 

Friday, Mr. R. G. Edwards blew the "Great 
Trumpet" three times, morning, noon, and 
night. The attendance in the morning woe 
very thin, on account of most wishing to 
spend a. half day upon their own little gardens, 
&c., but in the afternoon and evening the 
place a.ssumed a very animated oppcnrn~cc, 
A sumptuous tea. was provided by tbo hb<'• 
rality of tho friends, of which about 160 
partook. '.l.'he tickets were sixpence each, 
but some gavo a. shilling, some a half cro~nd, 
a.nd some fivo shillings, whilst ot hm· kin 
friends provided trays for a dozen or more, 
so that there was found a profit to the church 
of £8 8s, ld. 
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MAZZAROTH: 
OR, 

THE TWELVE SIGNS IN THE BIBLICAL HEAVENS. 

I LEFT my meditation on "REUBEN," last there was a good amount of preparation• 
month, very abruptly. I could not do other- Two parts of this preparation, I wish to 
wise. The agony of mind, the distress and notice. First, the priest was to encourage 
daily disturbance of which I have been the the people with words like these :-" Hear, 
subject, these last few months, no man's, 0 Israel, ye approach thu day, unto battle 
tongue or pen can ever describe ; and I against your enemies; let not you,· heart 
shall not, in this paper, try to do it. A faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither b~ 
day may yet come when my captivity shall ye terrified, because of them : for the Lord 
be turned; and then shall that most amaz- your God is he that goeth with you to .fight 
ingly wonderful chapter, the fifth of Joh, for you, and to save you." 
be fulfilled in me, especially the fifteenth, Union to the church of Christ is like 
-~,he sixteenth, and the twen!y~fir~t verses- going forth to battle; and all such should be 

The poor hath hope, and iniquity stoppeth encoura.,.ed if their hearts be ri.,.ht :-but 
her mouth." I know that " happy'' (shall after the priests, came the officers,-and 
be) "the man w/1011! ~OD correcteth," ~,ut _I they cried aloud, and said-" What man is 
know not yet what 1t IS (verse 21) to _be hid there that is fearful and faint hearted! let 
from the scourge of the t?ngue ;''. neither am him go and return unto his house." Why?
I yet fearless of destruct10n, as 1t hath many because it is to be feared that '' the fearful 
times appeared fast to approach me. My man will make his brother's heart to fear 
conscience doth bear me witness, that I have and faint as well as he." Oh, it is a mercy 
earn_estly sought to do good to a~l, and to when the LoRD girds up our loins, as He 
glorify my L~rd; and my exerti?ns hav:e did Abraham's, by speaking to his heart
N0: b_een permitted altogether to fail; albeit "Fear not, Abraham, I am thy shield, and 
afflictions and sorrows hav:e followed _me so exceeding great reward;" -the fruit of this 
close that I know there 18 a truth m the mercy will be a living faith, fixing and 
poet's words,- fastening ?n GoD himself, as David and 

Paul do write-" 0 GoD, MY HE.~RT rs FIXED: " Sees every day new straits attend, 
And wonders where the scene will end." 

Let even the righteous smite me-let me 
have patience, power in prayer, and faith to 
look as Jonah did ; and then at times, like 
Watts I will try to sing 

I will trust and not be afraid."-" God is 
our refuge and strength; therefore will not 
we fear :" -".None of these things move me ; 
neither count I my life dear unto myself," 
&c. &e. 

Directly opposed to this steadfastness, is 
"Let cares like a wild deluge come, the character of REUBEN-" Unstable as wa• 

And storms of sorrow fall, ter, thou shalt not excel:" - and such is the 
May I but safely reach my home, shifting and changeable mind of many who 
!r[y God-my heaven-my nll." profess to be so much supe1ior to all with 

I have commenced n review of "THE whom they are united, that they are everlast
NAMEs GIVEN TO THE TWELVE SONS OF ingly changing ; and going from place to 
JACOB," -and I must not tarry; or to the place, seeking rest, and finding none. One 
end I shall never come. old gentleman, I have known for some years, 

The Ol1aracte,• of Reuben has been spoken of this description. Upon his confession, he 
to. He was the type; and all the churches has been a member of a very considerable 
have the anti-types. It is but few, (as far number of churches - but has left them so 
as my knowledge and observation has gone) soon as some "Newman" came within his 
who have anything like "Stability" about reach. Two things have marked his career 
them. I have been amazed at the painful -(1.) FiHding fault with all the church83, 
development of unsteady and unstable minds; cens11ring nearly all the ministen, and pre
the least offence, the loss of a little influence, tending to poss83s a much larger amount of 
the slightest cross, nnd then you will find wisdom, grace, and charity, than any of his 
that the most plausible pretensions, and the fellows. (2.) Unduly exalting, and a loud 
st_rongest avowals of fixedness and of faith, hosannahing of the new man ; but almost as 
(hke earthly riches) take to themselves wings quickly denouncing him for another. A 
and fly away. These are things, by the perfect Demas, in some things, whose name 
Way, which should not astonish us; for if Paul thrice mentions: twice, as greeting the 
Wh e well rea,I our Bibles, we shall find it saints, nnd then, as forsaking him. It is, 
ath been so in all ages. Before they went indeed, a good thing when the heart is es

out to war in ancient times, I have noticed tablished with grace; and when like Ruth we 
Vol. XII.-No. 136. F 
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can protest-" thy peoplB shall be my people," 
&c' &e,, 

Aft.er all, there were some excellent fea
ture• in RF.trREN's charactn. l. There was 
i'1dw1t1·!! and pa.,·ental affection. See Gen. 
xxx. 14. 2. There was a kind, a compas
•ionate, a hrothe, ly heart; when nearly all 
J oseph's brethren said, "Here comes the 
dreamer; let 11,s sla!f him, and cast him into 
some pit:" REUREN was the man who de
livered him out of their hands, and said
No ! LET us NOT KILL HIM : shed no blood: 
lay no hand upon him: and this be said, be
cause he "desired to deliver him unto his 
Father again." 

Josephus tells us of the arguments Reuben 
emph1·erl in order to defend his brother from 
the cruel designs of his brethren. Reuben 
said, 1, "God will see you, and God will 
punish you." Thus Reuben warned them. 
2ndh·, be s1iid, "Think what grief of heart 
it will cause our father." 3rdly, he said, 
"Remember, Joseph is but a child; why 
should envy slay the lad?" Ah, rnith 
Master Trapp, '' God will ever have some 
Reuben or another to deliver bis people in 
times of danger." And, yet, after all, some
times the darling saints of God have fallen 
into cruel bands ; and more than that
" David, God's darling, fell into the crimson 
,in of murder, and carried the bruise of that 
fall with him to the grave. 0, the horrors 
of sin ! How dreadful, even in these times, 
doth it sometimes appear ! Shall we not do 
all we can, under God, to stem the torrent of 
this black, this awful river of death? 

3. There was in Reuben's heart deep
wrought sympathy, and vehel?ent love to 
his brother; for Reuben evidently went 
forth from his brethren after Joseph was put 
into the pit ; be was not a party to the selling 
the lad to the Ishmaelites; but hid in am
bush as it were, saying to himself, When 
they are gone from the pit, I will return, 
and take home my brother, and give him 
back to his father's arms. So the word, 
-Gen. xxxvii. 29-says, ".And Reuben re
turr,ed unto the pit ; and behold, JOSEPH 
w AS NOT IN THE PIT;. and Reuben rent_ his 
clothes, and he ran ( m an agony of mmd) 
unto his brethren, and said, " The child i8 
not; and I, whither shall I go ?" Reuben, 
as the eldest, felt that on him his father 
would lav the blame. 

4. Reuben was a faithful witness. When 
J osepb's brethren stood before him con
demned, Reuben broke out, "Spake I not 
unto you. saying, Do not sin against the 
child, and ye would not hear ?" Fellows in 
,in oft. fall out, and then all comes to li11:ht. 
"Evil men, (it is wisely said), are as glass 
that i• solrlered together· when the solder is 
melted, all is broken' and discovered." 
Fleshly unions are treacherous· and often 
bring great calamities; but grac~-unions are 
holy, heavenly, and eternal; and productive 

of the richest ble~slngs. Now, Joseph la ex
alted - his brethren debased ; but Reuben 
was not a guilty party here. His language 
is against them. His previous defence of his 
brother now brings its reward. God will 
bless I.hem t.bat bless his people. Of bis peo
ple, the Lord is jealous; and their salvation 
is sure. 

Some good features there certainly were i11. 
Reuhen ; and even so, in some of the most 
uncertain, and unstable, you will find some 
of the most useful ; but DEPENDENCE upon a 
Reubenite, never can be placed. No; I 
hold it better to have-as ministers and of
ficers in the church of God-men that are 
slow and sure, and stedfast ; men that bend 
their backs and bear the cross ; men that 
can face a winter's rough wind, as well as 
strut like peacocks, on a summer's fine day, 
than to have hasty, unsettled, fickle-minded 
men. Let us not forget the prediction
" LET REUBEN LIVE, AND NOT DIE : let not 
his men be few," 

There is yet another feature in Reuben's 
character-it comes out in that marvellous 
scene, where the sons of Jacob come back 
with corn, and request that Benjamin may 
go down with them to Joseph. Poor old 
Jacob had lookeil out for them many a time. 
At length " they came unto Joseph their 
father, unto the land of Canaan, and told 
him all that had befallen them-how roughly 
Joseph had spoli:en to them-(though as yet 
they knew not that it was J osepb)-tbey told 
him how Simeon had been detained, and 
how the lord of the country had desired 
them to bring down their younger brother 
Benjamin -.how every man's money bad 
been secretly deposited in the sacks, and how 
much they had been afl'righted. 

The venerable patriarch, on seeing his 
sons return, had smiled and rejoice~ ; b~t 
their tale was like a thunderbolt m his 
heart. 

Calvin, speaking of the money being de
posited in the sack, says, "Joseph w~ 
herein overshot; be intended to succour bJS 
father, and to comfort him, by not keepi~g 
the money; but the sight of it concealed m. 
the sacks, grieved and frighted him not a 
little. Altogether, it was more than the 
dear old saint could keep silent under; and 
be burst out, "Me have ye bereaved of my 
children : Joseph is not ; and Simeon is not i 
and ye will take Benjamin away: ALL THESE 
THINGS ARE AGAINST ME." See here, the 
pangs and passions of a parent ; see how 
love clings to, and weeps over its idols ; se~ 
how a Christian may fear, and fret, _an 
falsely reckon up bis condition. "All things 
were not against him ;" they were all_ wo;:· 
derfully working for him. So true 1B t e 
poet: 

" Behind a cloudy Providence 
He hides a smiling face." 



MAY 1, 1856,l AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 103 

" Illind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan his work in vain ; 

God is his own Interpreter, 
And he will make 1t plain." 

Look now at Reuben again. All the 
others are silent; but Reuben's eyes watch 
every motion of his beloved father. Reuben's 
ears are open to every word. Reuben knows 
Benjamin must go down, or Simeon cannot 
return. Reuben's mind is fast at work how 
beat to win over his father to tbe consent. 
At length, he breaks out - "And Reuben 
sp~lce unto his fatl,er, saying - Stay my two 
sons if I bring him not to thee : DELIVER 
ll!M INTO MY HAND ; AND I WILL bring him 
TO THEE AGAIN." 

Young Men ! See here a bold and wonder
ful picture of child-like affection, of pure 
sympathy to an aggrieved parent, of honor
able and earnest deportment in the hour of 
great distress! 

Reuben has faith in the matter. He has 
a secret confidence that it shall be well with 
Jacob, and well with Benjamin; and, there
fore, he is willing to stake the life of his two 
sons, rather than his father shall not submit. 
But Reuben does not succeed. The old pa• 
triarch can only look on the darkest side of 
the scene; and he cries out most vehemently, 
"My son shall not go down with you." 

I can truly feel for Jacob. My heart has 
been wrung with inward pangs of sorrow, 
fear, and distraction, until, I have been ready 
to burst out in the language of despondency, 
madness, and rebellion. And, although, no 
effectual deliverance has been wrought, ne
vertheless, there has been mercy mixed with 
all my misery; and I know that with God 
all things are possible. He is my Hope, my 
Helper, and my Friend ; and on Him I will 
wait. While attempting to write this brief 
and hasty paper, I am so pressed with calls 
on my time, that I must again abruptly close. 
Reuben's character is not yet finished. " For 
the di visions of Reuben, there were great 
searchings of heart:" into these things we 
must enter-if a kind providence permit. 

If, in the events we have so barely review
ed, we forget that a secret and Di vine pur
pose is all the while at work ; and that the 
hand of God is in the whole, we leave out 
the only ingredient that can minist~r conso
lation. Thornley Smith, very nicely says-

" The reply of Jacob is not surprising : 
'°!"IY son shall not go down with you, for 
his brother is dead, and he is left alone ; if 
mischief befal him by the way in which ye 
g~, then shall ye briug down my grey hairs 
With sorrow to the grave.' (Ver. 38.) 

" ,vbo can wonder at this refusal ? J oseJ/h, 
as the old man thought, was dead; BenJa
min was the only son he had left of his 
beloved Rachel, and probably he was the 
sta_ff of his olcl age, as he was assuredly the 
0 hJect of his chief regard. And could he 

then allow Benjamin to go from the paternal 
roof? The very thought of it was agonising. 
What if aught .;hould happen to him in the 
way? the rest of J acob's days would be 
days of bitterness and grief, and he would 
go down to the grave laden with trouble and 
distress. How affecting is the scene before 
us ! See the aged patriarch surrounded by 
his sons, and deploring thus the loss of the 
two absent ones, whilst he is required to 
give up another also, and that other the dear
est one of all that are left. It is a picture 
this, than which few things more touching 
will be found in the pages of the most graphic 
writers, whether of ancient or of modem 
-times. 

"But Jacob's determination was formed 
too hastily. Whilst the food which his sons 
had brought from J<~gypt yet lasted, he might 
keep this resolution, but that food would 
soon be gone, and then it would be necessary 
that they should return for more, when the 
patriarch would be compelled to reconsider 
the matter. Besides, was Simeon to be left 
in bondage ? and was no effort to be made 
to restore him to his country? He pro
bably-had a family, and, though nothing is 
said of them in the sacred narrative, we may 
readily suppose that they experienced much 
sorrow on his account. It was certain, then, 
that Jacob must at length deliver up Benja
min, and permit him to go with his brethren 
into Egypt. 

" Whatever man may do, the purposes of 
God are sure to be accomplished. It had 
long before been said, to Abraham, ' Know 
of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger 
in a land that is not theirs,' and, as the time 
was now approaching when the prediction 
would be fulfilled, Jacob must be compelled 
to send Benjamin away, inasmuch as his 
doing this would be another important link 
in the chain of causes which would, in the 
end, lead his entire family into the land to 
which the divine word to Abraham referred." 

Dear Readers, for the present, farewell. 
And when with you it is well, do not forget 
your servant iu bonds, C. W. B. 

Da. THOMAS GooDwrn's DYING Worms. 
-" I am going," said he, "to the Three 
Persons with whom l ha.e had communion. 
They have taken me ; I did not take them. 
I shall be changed in the twinkling of an 
eye. All my lusts and corruptions I shall 
be rid of, which I could not be here. I 
could not have imagined I should eve, have 
such a measure of faith as in this hour; no, 
I could never have ima~ined it. My bow 
abides in strength. Is Christ divided? No; 
I have the whole of his righteousness. "I 
shall be ever with the Lord." With this 
assurance of faith and fulness of joy, his 
soul left this world. 
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EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS. 
LETTER XXIII, 

I Now, most excellent Theophilus, proceed 
to set before you the character of the prophet 
spoken of in Acts iii. I will set before you 
his mediatorial and legislative departments. 

You will in Deut. xviii. 15, 16, see that one 
of the Jiknesses of this Prophet unto Moses 
was "his mediato,•;al character. God had 
spoken to the people out of the midst of the 
fire "And I (saith Moses, Deut. v. 6,) stood 
bet;..een the Lord and you at that time, to shew 
you the word of the Lord, for Y~, were afrai<!-, 
and went not up into the mount. And as it 
was then outvrardly and literally, so it i_s in
wardly and spiritually, the need of a mediator 
is no vrbere truly felt but where God bas 
spoken in judgment to the conscience. Such 
then see, that their sins have lighted a fire 
unquenchable against them-that the thunder 
bolts of heaYen must overtake them-that 
there is a bottomless pit to receive and shut 
her mouth upon them, and that they cannot 
be saved unless this fire be quenched, these 
thunder-bolts stayed, and this bottomless pit, 
this great gulph forded: none of vrhich things 
could Moses or any mere man do. And wba~, 
my good Theophilus, could you do m th)s 
matter, if you could now acquire all t~e. holi
ness and creature-perfection the law origmally 
demanded ? Even then, what would you do 
w:ith your fall in Adam ? What would you do 
with sins already done and cannot be undone? 
Here you see and feel that you are ~topped : 
you can say nothing, you can do nothing; but 
you see Jesus who bath done all for you, but 
here you were stopped agai~ with this ques
tion "Was it for you that he died? Yon have 
le~ed also the.t there is "a set tiine to favor 
Zion," and' you had to wait for this set time, 
and still have to wait for the "times of re
freshing from the presence of the Lord." 

But you know something of this heavenly 
Prophet, not in his mediatorial character only, 
but also in his legislative character: take the 
tenth of John as a a.ample of the same: we 
have here (John x.) thelawofhis~oming:unto 
his own sheep; the law also ?f a r,ght-mmded 
minister· the law of attraction; and then we 
have the '1aw of our coming unto him; the law 
of his goodness, and our eternal life,-" he 
that entereth by the door io the Shephe,-d of 
the sheep." Now, what is this door but his 
own mediatorial work, his own life and death ? 
This is the way in which he came to us; and 
we could be reached in no other way, for we 
were gone astray to the uttermost penalty of 
the law; he therefore, went to the end pre
ceptively an'd penally of the law, "to red~em 
us who were under the Jaw, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons." 

'' And to him the porter openeth." Then 
it must be a rorter who know• the true Shep
herd ; and i the porter mean a true gospel 
minister, then I am sure such will bring, or 
admit, into the sheepfold none but the true 
Shepherd; as such a porter, or door-keeper, 
as the word means, well knows that, 

" None but J esu.s 
Can do holpless 1inue;& good." 

"uch a porter knowe both the Shephercl and 
the sheep too; he knows the several gates 
connected with the one door by which the true 
Shepherd comes into the sheepfold. Such a 
porter, such a minister, will open t~e gates of 
discriminating grace, the gates of difficult ex
periences ; and by all these, as connected with 
the substitutional work of the Saviour, the 
Shepherd enters the sheepfold, and causes hie 
sheep to lie down in green pastures, and to be 
refreshed by the still waters. 

And then, here is the Jaw of attraction
" He putteth forth his own sheep, and he goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice." So, then, if he put them 
forth into freedom, they cannot put themselves 
forth; and if he go befol'e them, then they 
must go his pace, at least they cannot go on 
faster than he is fleased to lead them. "And 
they follow him;' then they refuse to be led 
by any other ; yea, to their honor it is written, 
that "a strange,- will they not follow;" but 
they follow Jesus, for " they know his voice,
his voice is his truth, and this truth they know, 
and the truth it is that makes them free. 

And then here is the law of our coming unto 
him: "I am (saith the Lord,) the door; by m• 
if any man enter in he shall be saved, and shall 
go in and out and find pasture." This, my 
good Theophilus, is the door of faith, we enter 
by believing his blessed truth ; it is a door of 
hope, a hope both sure and steadfast; it is the 
door of heaven; it is a door which no man can 
shut, and yet by it we are divinely shut in 
from an ungodly world, from the power of 
satan from death, from condemnation, from 
the w'rath to come; the Lord shut him in, and 
he was safe. And yet by this door we C?me 
in, not only to the ~ercy~seat,_but also mto 
the promised land flowmg with milk and hone;Y, 
Therefore, when it is said, we are to "go m 
and out and find p11Bture," we are not to under
stand that we go out the same way that we 
came in: no ! for this would be to go back 
again to Egypt a:r1d Sinai. Now, jus~ no~ice, 
here is, first, by him as the door entermg mto 
the land of safety-" by me if any man enter 
in " he shall be safe ; and then when once 
b;ought into the land of safety, then he is to 
g-o into the mercy-seat at the te~ple ; and th~n 
mto the land round about, that 1s, the promis
ed land and find pasture. So that we are to 
feed and to Jive upon the fair and fat lands of 
God, our good Father, who gave us his Son to 
bo our Shepherd. 

And here is also the Jaw of his goodness, 
"he gave hia lifefo'/" the sheep." . Why, if he 
had given the universe for them, it could not 
have been a price like this: is it any wonder 
that from a law of goodness like this should 
flow a law of certain and eternal life 1 

Thus my good Theophilus, you know some• 
thing of this Prophet, both in me~iation and 
legislation; the Jaws he bath for his own are 
laws of life, and protection, of love, of pros
perity, and eternal. glory ; arnl ho':° did you 
come to him? was it by a duty-faith-b;Y _an 
effort of nature ? because, if so, your rehgion 
is not the work of God, but it is of yourself; 
and being of man it will come to '!oug~t. 
And was it your duty ,avin,qlJt to belwvo I~ 
J esuo Christ-your duty to boheve you wer 
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one of his, when you were dead in tresspasses best policy would be to follow them, ae they 
and sins P If so, then it was your duty to bad now ceased to follow him ; and so Simon 
believe a lie ; for you would have believed professionally believed, and he was also hap
you were a Christian, when you were not a tised-not with any sense of his state ae a 
Christian. Believe the W orrl of God you did, sinner before God, but with a view of carrying 
and lived conscientiously; and so far you did out other objects; he therefore watched his 
that which it was ;rour duty to do, as a ra- 1 opportunity, and went on wondering at the 
tional t1nd responsible being; but 7ou were : miracles wrought by Philip. Now he knew 
brought to see that if you had died ID such a ' that be was acting hypocritically and 
mere natural faith as that, you must have I wickedly; he knew that his object was to tum 
been lost; and though many with this mere the gospel into a means of mere worldly 
natural faith take a place among the people of I traffic, and would, if he could, have rlrawn 
God, and call themselves Christians, yet they I Peter into the same spirit with himself; but 
do not receive the lov• of the truth ; they ac- when he offered them money to get th•m to 
knowledge the truth in part, but they follow a I betray their trust, or to deal unfaithfully 
yea and nay gospel, which the apostle Paul , with the same, he met with a just rebuke, and 
would not have received-no, not from an I exhortation to desist from such a rourse, to 
angel from heaven. The spirit of discrimina- repent thereof, and pray God if perhaps such 
ting truth is what they call a bad, uncharitable I a wicked attempt may be forgiven him-that 
spirit; so it is clear that blindness, in part, is, that the same judgment may not overtake 
is happened unto them ; and the Holy Ghost him that overtook Judas, Ananias, and 
says of such, (Acts iii. 23), that "they shall Sapphira. This is the kind of forgiveness here 
be destroyed from among the people." They ~poken of; and so ~imon himself understood 
are to be broken off as unbelievers; for though 1t, and therefore said, "Pray ye to the Lord 
they believe the letter of the Word, they are for me, that non• of these things of which ye 
not awakened by the new covenant ministry have spoken come upon me." But what in the 
of the Spirit; and being in tl:te flesh, they may world has this to do with matters that ara 
please themselves, but they cannot please Gorl; spiritual? Why, the repentance here ex
and thus the Jews, while theyprofessed to he the horted to is nothing more than that repent
people of God, did not receive the love of hie ance of reformation which the Ninevites hum
truth; thereby proving that they possessed bled themselves to; and so because Simon 
not the Spirit of God; and therefore proving Magus was rebuked for what he knew to be 
by their unbelief they were not of the true wrong, and exhorted to pray that he may not 
seed of Abraham. They were broken off; there and then be cut down by the judgment 
but was it ever their duty savingly to believe of God, so this is to be an authority for ex
in Christ? As I said in my last to you, I say , horting all men sa,,ingly to believe in Jesus 
now-it is mere mockery upo11 the misery of I Christ. Stupendous logic! But, my good 
man so to say; and as to some celebrated but I Theophilus, you have not so learned Christ as 
uninspired men having contended for this this, to confound the new covenant work of 
duty.faith, what, my good Theophilus, have the Holy Ghost with the moral capabilities 
you to do with that ? Luther believed in and responsibilities of man. 
consubstantiation; but that is no authority Peter, therefore, appeale.J. to Simon Magus, 
for us; Mr. Huntington was not a Baptist; not as a quickened sinner, but as a rational, 
but that is no guide for us. We must not be responsible beini. Peter did not appeal to 
followers of men, but of God; and if some capabilities which Simon Magus did not pos
men have, in spite of the errors they have sess, hut only to those natural powers of con
held, been great and useful men, that is no science and of reason which he did possess. 
argument for error. We see their errors-let 
us avoid them; while those who come after 
us, having more life, and experience, and light 
!han we have, will no doubt see a few motes 
ID our eyes, though we do not ourselves see 
them. 

But as you have obtained mercy, you, I am 
sur~, wish rightly to understand the Holy 
Scriptures, and to honor the Word of God, 
and glorify the God of the Scriptures; and 
over so fair a beauty as is the Morning Star, 
yo!1 would not wilfully bring a cloud, nor 
brmg a law of bondage into the land of liberty; 
you will therefore ever wish rightly to divide 
the Word of truth, and ever wish so to 
~peak nnd so to do, as they that shall be 
Judged by the law of libe1·ty. 

You will therefore know how to acrount for 
those exho1•tations which men b1·ing forward 
to advocate the doctrine of duty-t'aith-~ene. 
ral invitation; such, for instnnce, as Simon 
Magus. l'his man lost, through the preaching 
ohf the gos~el by Philip, his followers. Simon 
t us, liannr loot his followers, thought hi■ 

But while some are appealed to, like Bel
sbazzar, upon this ground of human responsi
bility, others are appealed to and exhorted, as 
I have shewn in my 18th letter to you, on the 
~ound of the profession they make. Hence 
m John xii. 36, 36. Now the people there 
spoken of were profess•d people of God ; they 
were Jews, and held that God was their 
Father ; and they were even enquiring after 
the meaning of the Scriptures, and sairl to the 
Saviour, "We have heard out of the lnw that 
Christ abideth for ever; and how sayest thou, 
the Son of Man shall he lifted up? Who is 
this Son of Man?" Well, now, on the ground 
of tho profes1ion they m11de, He said to them, 
"While ye have the light! Believe in the 
light, that you may be the children of light.'• 
As though he should say, You profeas to be 
children of Abraham, anc\ therefore in contraot 
to the Gentile children of darkness; you pro
fess to be the children of light; but to make 
your profession good, and to become in r,ality 
the children of light, you must believe in tl1• 
li&ht. Though the Saviour knew what they 
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were in reality, yet be t.akes them on this 
occasion, on the professfon they make. Hence 
said the apostle to the Ephesians, " Ye were 
sometimes darkness; but. now a.re ye light in 
the Lord: wal le as children of light." So 
these Jews, they professed to be children of 
light, and were, on the ground of this their 
profession, exhorted to make their profession 
good. This is in accordance with the apostle's 
rule-" warning every man," That is, every 
one to whom he was then writing, and know
ing the terrors of the Lord which must over
take deluded professors, he l?ersuaded men 
professing godliness to examme themselves, 
whether they be in the faith. Thu• you will 
be able to understand these Scripture• much 
beU.er without a yea and nay gospel, than 
with it. 

I cannot say everything to you in the space 
of one or two letters ; and there are yet three 
or four more strongholds of duty-faith which 
I have not yet touched ; but we hope before 
we close to demolish the whole. These yea 
and nay J ebusites are already somewhat dis
turbed, but still they a.re not yet discouraged; 
for they still think that the weakest among 
them is too much for us; and so they are still 
boa.sting, saying, "Except thou take away 
the blind and the lame, thou shalt not come 
in hither: tltinlcing, David cannot come in 
hither." 2 Sam. v. 6. But David did come 
in hither ; and I am sure a seeing gospel 
ought to o,ercome a blind gospel; and a gos
pel whose legs a.re equal, certainly ought to 
overcome a gospel whose legs are not equal; 
for though a poor lame believer takes the prey, 
yet a lame gospel does not take the prey. 
Let us " patch up no inglorious peace ;" but 
still go on by the armour of righteousness on 
the right hand and the left, meaning harm to 
none, but good to a.ll. Such is the sincere and 
humble aim of A LITTLE ONE, 

CONVERSATIONS BY THE WAY. 
No. III. 

DIA.LOGUE BETWEEN TYRO AND MENTOll. 

TYno.-"You was telling me the other day 
of some of the valiant men in Israel who did 
exploits and nc w rest from their labours 
ha,ing overcome through the blood of the 
Lamb and the word of his testimony-' Did 
you know Boanerges 7' " 

MENTOR.-" Yes, and loved him too, for 
his work's sake, he was a bold, decided man 
for God and truth, and an able minister of 
the New Testament. The grand theme of 
his powerful ministry was just this, 'lt is 
God that justifieth ;' like the great German 
divine Martin Luther, (to whose portly, 
hardy, honest face, his countenance bore a 
otrilnng resemblance,) he was always at home 
0:1 this cardinal subject, justification in the 
sight of God. Thousands flocked to hear 
the word of life from his warm lips and the 
largest chapeh in London were cr~wded to 
exc_ess when he annually vi<itcd the capital, 
while he was but young in the mimslry. 
Good old Matt/u,w heard bim down the prin
cipality, ,u,d on being asked bow the Welsh-

man preached, replied, 'He preacl,ed 10 tlial 
he made me ashamed of myself, 1 tliouglit I 
could never attempt to preach again, Such a 
minfat,-y must be bles . .ed.' There are somo 
weighty sentences I have often heard drop 
from his lips, 'like apples of gold in pictures 
of silver.' Some of them 1 shall never forget, 
At one time, he said, '1 have known what 
it is to be despised for an unlearned ministry, 
but I may hope, God has honoured me, one 
brought up from the lowest grade, of poverty, 
I mean;' and I could almost imagine I hear 
the deep tones of his voice exclaiming, -
' There's a v11st difference between ancient 
and modern divinity, Old divinity is like 
Thames Street,-close, no finery, no play
things, yet full of wealth. Modern, is like 
Cheapside, what pictures, what toys, what 
elegant trifles! but enter, how empty the 
place! Whatever is new in divinity is false; 
stand ye in the good old way.' '' 

T.-" However unlearned he may have 
been in classical lore, he appears to be well 
educated in the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God, and taught in the same school with 
Peter and Jol,n; methinks he would have 
made a very efficient tutor to some of our 
modern preachers had they attended his 
lectures. Do you know any thing of his 
latter end, and of his dying experience ? I 
do not ask as though his Christian or minis
terial character required to be established by 
a death-bed testimony, but I desire to 'Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright, for 
the end of that man is peace.' It sweetll 
confirms our faith and hope in Jehovah s 
faithfulness, to know that when flesh and 
heart fails, he is the strength of our heart 
and portion for ever." 

M.- "Your remark reminds me of the 
excellent Newton when he was asked how a 
certain Christian died ? replied, ' Never mind 
how he died, ask me how he lived: and I 
could tell you he lived a life of faith in Christ, 
of dependence upon him, and devotedness to 
him, for him to live was Christ, and therefore 
to die-when1 where, and how he may, must 
be eternal gam.' But I am glad to be able 
to inform you that the last end of Boanerges 
was peace: he left behind him a blessed 
testimony to the truth he so long and so suc
cessfully preached; one who visited him 
says, ' He was evidently suffering much when 
I entered his chamber, when he lay down, 
be was distressed by a heavy oppression on 
his chest, and on sitting up, he suffered ex
tremely from pains in his legs, so that he 
c,ould get no rest. 'There I am (sai<l he) a 
burden to myself, and trouble to others,-
1 have not served my blessed Master with 
that zeal and devotion I ought, but I go ~o 
the fountain opened for uncleanness, tltat 1s 
all my trust. I bear of reward, ah! I shall 
know what to do with it, the moment 1 get 
my crown, I will cast myself, crown and all 
at his feet and sing, thou art worthy to 
receive honor and glory.' . 

An eminent minister, who still survives 
him, said, 'On my last visit, I saw that _ho 
was going, and uicl not wish to trouble him 
much, but I put it to him seriously in the 
full pro•pect of death, to give me the exact 
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8te.te of hlB mind · I me.y sunlve you, my 
brother, and have lo tell whether the truth& 
you have preucbed waB able to Bupport you 
In these moments, let me know exactly what 
you feel, for those moments are too solemn 
for hesitation, vagueness, or reserve ; tell 
me, dear sir, all as briefly as possible, and I 
will disturb you no more. I saw him touched, 
his full form was shrunken by his long con
tinued malady and confinement, his swollen 
limbs (punctured to preventinflamation) gave 
him great pain, blouched was his cheek, and 
sunken his eye, but this appeal to the honour 
of his religion roused him, it freshened up 
his dying lamp, his colour returned, bis eye 
was lit up with animation, and raising him
self, he looked me full in the face, and 
with great deliberation, energy, and dignity 
uttered this sentence, ' Christ in his persrm, 
Christ in Ms offices, Christ in the l011e of his 
heart, and Christ in the power of his arm, 
is the rock on which I rest. AND NOW 
DEA.TH! STRIKE!' and reclined his head 
gently on his pillow. These words were not 
lost in empty air, they entered the t• blet 
of my memory and have remained fixed.' 

T.-" Such a glorious dying testimony is 
invaluable, and serves to confirm one's mind 
in the faith of the gospel, that we have not 
followed cunningly devised fables, and in
spires us with a good hope to say, "Let me 
die the death. of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his!" 

M.-" It does indeed my brother. But this 
great man in Israel had to endure hardness, 
and a great fight of afflictions as a good sol
dier of the cross. In his day, the heresy of 
freewill and human merit had spread its bane
ful influence, infecting our pulpits far and 
near. The ministry of Boanerges was mighty 
through God to the pulling down of these 
strongholds of Arminianism. Many were the 
scurrilous squibs hurled at him-the Wesley
ans even composed a song in which they 
lampooned him and held him up to public de
rision, and not the least form of annoyance be 
encountered wos anonymous letters filled with 
wilful misrepresentations and abuse of his cha
racter and ministry, but having on the helmet 
of salvation, his head was covered in the day 
of battle, while the breastplate of rigbteous
nees protected him, and the shield of faith en
compassed him round about. For many years 
he was spared to "put to silence the ignorance 
of foolishness," he lived and preached down 
a~ opposition. No weapon formed against 
him prospered, and every tongue that rose up 
~gainst him he condemned, "His witness was 
in heaven, and his record was on high." 

T.-" Speaking of anonymous letters, what 
do you think of that form of writing 1 Here 
are many good men who adopt that mode for 
communicating their views of truth, but 
there's some whose motives are not so pure 
who supprees their names when they have 
a~y cavilling objections to make against the 
n_,.mistry or writings of public men, and some
times when they bring grave charges against 
their character." 

M.-" I must confess Tyro, that I am not 
at all enamoured with anonymous writings in 
any form. I do like every thing above ground 

that all may aee. I like to know with wllom 
I am reading as well aa what l read, and to 
~ee in whose comp_any I am when ~ne i• speak
mg to me. Certamly there's a mighty differ
ence in those you mention-if good men write 
and publish their thoughts on subjects that 
benefit the church and instruct mankind, yet 
choose to withold their names or as,;ume an 
anonymous signature, of course they have 
perfect liberty to do so, and no one bas a ,~ght 
to complain, because no one is injured thereby. 
But I have the same right to state my prefer
ence of seeing the author·• name attached. 
When I think of the many writers who pen
ned the sacred scriptures, and the various ages 
in which they lived, those "holy men of God 
who spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost," I find every part assigned to them 
endorsed with the writers own proper name, 
Moses is the penman of the first five books; 
Job, David and Solomon affix their 11ames to 
the poetical books, and the prophetical por
tions all bear the wri'er's name most distinct 
and legible from Isaiah to :Malachi, so in the 
New Testament, the gospels and each of the 
epistles are distinctly signed with the proper 
name of each divine penman. This was no 
doubt the result of infinite wisdom and proves 
to every reflecting mind there could be no 
pre-concerted plan nor any design on their 
part to palm upon mankind a "cunningly de
vised fable:" 
Whence but from heaven could men unskilled 

in arts 
In distant ages born-in various parts 
Weave such agreeing truths? or how or why 
Should all conspire to cheat us with a lie? 

But when an anonymous scribbler starts 
from his hiding-place, and surprises you with 
bis bluster, blunder, and falsehood, or perhaps, 
with some grave charge, attacks one's charac
ter - I feel at a loss for words strong enough 
to express my utter detestation and contempt 
of such base cruelty and cowardice. I can 
compare it to nothing better than the attack 
of an assassin, who skulks behind, and sts.bs 
you in the dark ; you can not tell who nor 
where be is, but be has plunged his dagger in 
your heart, and you can not help yourself. 
It is the treachery and hypocrisy of Joab to
wards .&masa, w horn he took by the beard, 
under pretence of saluting with ".ii.rt thou in 
health, my brother?'' and stabbed him under 
the fifth rib ; or like Judas saying, '' Hail 
Master!" and kissing the Saviour, betrayed 
him into the hands of sinners. 

I have myself received many anonymous 
scrawls in my dt1y, from different parts of the 
kingdom ; at first, they used to annoy me 
sadly, but having got older, 1 manage the 
ihing easier now : generally, I have burnt the 
redoubtable writings, but sometimes, opportu
nity has been afforded me to use the anony
mous document to advantage, and with liberal 
interest to its invisible author, according to 
that saying of the wise man, " Answer a fool 
according to his folly, lest he be wise in his 
own conceit." 

T.-Some few months back, an old acquaint
ance of mine was favoured wit.h such a letter: 
the nameleH correspondent finds fkult wit!\ 
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somct,hin~ he read in my friend's WTiting, and ' With me ifs a very email matter that I 
in the articles of some others in one of our re- should be judged of mnn·s judgment. Being 
ligious magazines. He modestly proposes a persecuted we euff'cr it; being defamed we 
subjcd to instruct and enlighten him, and mtreat; we arc made as the oflscouring of ull 
after giving no small share of vulgar abuse to things. But soon the Lord will come and 
the editor and several of his correspondents, bring to light the hidden things of darknces, 
this self-appointed corrector of the pulpit and I and will make manifest the counsels of the 
the press concludes with the followini:: rhetor- I hearts, and then shall every man have praise 
ical flourish-" Now l have sent you two-pen- 1 of God.' Farewell." 
nyworth of wisdom, and hope you may profit Hailsha,,., Sussex. CouNELIUS SLIM. 
by it,." - this is said in allusion to the 1<npaid ~--~ ·~-- .. ···~··----·~ 
letter-here it is-just look at it for a moment. LINES TO A FRIEND, 

M.----,~· ell! certainly it is a curiosity ON DEAUING THAT SHE DAD GONE TO RESIDE 
in its way, and written too, in such free and AT TllE ROCK, (TDli WHITE ROCK, HASTINGS). 
easy defiance of all rules whatever of spelling I CANNOT but rejoice, 
or grammar! I 'II warrant the unknown is a (In searching for a home), 
man of considerable importance, and of no That thou hast made a Rock thy choice, 
small consequencc-(in his own eyes, at least). Come to a living Stooe. 
But really, it is lamentable there should be so Is Christ alone thy Rock-
many captious, conceited, idle professors, find- Thy Tower of Defence P 
ing nothing better to do-when they take ex- Then thou art one of Jesu's flock, 
ception to some remark from the pulpit, or Armed with Omnipotence. 
!eel offended "ith an article they read, instead A Sure Foundation, too, 
of going to the minister in a proper spirit, or Whereon thy soul may rest; 
writin~ in an open, becoming way for an ex- Secure, when floods or tempests blow; 
planat,on, they fliug about their fire-brands, With every blessing blest. 
arrows of dealh under a guise, and do im- If but within the Clift 
mense harm-who, if they were known, would Thy God has made thee stand, 
sink beneath contempt; their power for mis- From every danger thou art safe ; 
chief lies in being invisible, they lie concealed He'll hide thee with his hand. 
behind a masked battery, and "love darkness This Stone has been well tried, 
rather than light., because their deeds are By men and devils too; · 
evil." In the dark, you know, all objects are By his own children, too, beside; 
alike; the veriest imps might pass for "angels By me, my friend, and you. 
that excel in strength." When an anonymous The lively stones, that form 
pamphlet was writ.ten against Luther, he said God's temple, where he dwells; 
-" l t is most carefully concealed whence this Cemented to the Corner Stone, 
book has proceeded. Nobody is to know. They grow together well. 
Well, I shall endeavour to strike a blow at the Time was, when thou didst roam 
lion's skin, satisfied that, if I hit the ass who In search of fancied bliss, 
is concealed beneath it, no fault will be im- But none could find, till thou didst come 
putable either to me or him, but solely to the To dwell where Jesus is. 
covering in which he has enveloped himself." Here may you always dwell, 

T.-I cannot help thinking that private let- Nor ever from him roam; 
ters, written anonymously, are a grave offence And taste, and see, and feel, and know, 
against society, and far more mischevous than The love of God unknown. J. BANTRY, 
books or published writings without an author's 
name, however scurrilous - as these may be 
replied to. A random shot in type may hit 
the mark, and the animal beneath your lion's 
skin feel the blow dealt out that may teach 
him a useful lesson. But these private mis
siles are enclosed in midnight darkness; there's 
no clt1e afforded you, nor any means of getting 
at the author. 

M.-" In all such cases you may be sure 
there's something wrong. When a person 
assumes the critic, and sits in judgment on 
the sayings and doings, or the characters of 
others, under a disguise, we may at once con
clude his motives are anything but pure. If 
the golden rule of our Di vine Lord, ' Air 
things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do 1? you, do ye even so to them,' were fully 
camed out, we should never hear of such 
miserable and mischief-making scribblers, 
It has long been a maxim with me never to 
speak or write of persons what I should blush 
to communicate to them personally. Only 
let us remember, that a• minister• of Chri&t, 
aud stewards of the mysteries of God it is re
quired we be found faithful. (l Cor. iv.) 

THERE'S PEACE TO-DAY! 
HARK! hark! the booming of the gnns ! 
Sweet peace their brazen throats doth say; 
And through the electric wire runs, 

"There's peace to-day !" 
No more tho English and the French 
The Russ in bloody fight shall slay; 
No more shall dig the fosse and trench. 

There's peace to-day I 
No more of burning towns shall hear, 
Nor vessels hast'ning to the fray; 
But all in brotherhood appear. 

There's peace to-day I 
Europe doth bid the carnage cease, 
And passions wild doth wish to stay; 
Thus, men from slaughter's trade release. 

There's peace to ,day ! 
And Commerce smiles to see the hand 
Uplifted-turn another way 
To scatter blessings o'er the land. 

There's peace to-day! 
And see the lion-hearted men 
Shake hands, as o'er the features play 
A smile, that they can say ogain, 

" There'1 peace to-day!" 
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ZION'S DECAY, IIER SOLILOQUY, HER REST, AND HER PRAYER. 
TOGETHER WITil A TIRIEP REVIEW OP 

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF THE LATE QUAINT AND VENEllADLE 
J<'IUNCES QUARLES. 

TIImtE is, to my soul, a spiritual beauty, and 
sweet, soul-comforting power in some of the 
writings of our fathers who have long since 
fallen asleep. But I find they thought ( as we 
often think) that the state of Zion was bad ; 
and that if her children would behave better, 
the state of Zion would be of a much more 
peaceful and prosperous character. But "of
fences must come;" they will come; it is im
possible entirely to avoid them, in this imper
fect state. Nevertheless, one thing appears 
plain to me, that those who have received THE 
TRUTH in the love of it, should keep from all 
unnecessary controversies on questions which 
only gender strife, and tend to separate, in
stead of cementing the brethren in Christ, and 
pervert that holy and necessary exhortation
" Jilndea11oring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bo,id of peace." 

Christian brethren, let me beseech you; most 
earnestly, to read again-(and pray the I,oRD 
the SPIRIT to read it into your minds so deep, 
that you may practically read it out in all 
your preachings, writings, and conversations 
by the way)-the words which Bo.lZ spalre 
unto RuTH-" Go not to glean in another 
field, neither go from hence ; abide here fast 
by my maidens ; let tl,9 e9es be on THE FIELD 
that they do reap ; and go tho" after them." 
In the field of pure gospel truth, let us 
abide; and unto all we meet therein, let us 
be kind, courteous, tender-hearted, and 
unitcdly determined to exalt our MASTER-to 
do his commands-to encourage his saints
and if the sound of our Master's voice be 
heard in the lanes and streets around, and 
doth so reach the hearts of any poor Moabitish 
sinn_ers, as to induce them to come truly seek
ing for tho service and for the salvation of our 
Lonn, let us welcome them with,-" Come 
thou with us, and we will do you good; for 
the Lord hath spoken good conceruing Israel." 

A precious volume hath lately beon put into 
my hands, entitled, "BoANERGEB AND BAR• 
NA.DAB: Judgment and Me,·cy; or, Witt8 and 
Oil fo1• Wounded and Ajflicted Souls." By 
Francis Quarles. And so pleasant and profit
able hnth it boen to me, that I cannot hide it 

up. I purpose, therefore, to invite my spirit
ually-minded readers to a little banquet of 
herbs and heavenly bread, with wine anrl oil, 
and other wholesome provisions, prepared by 
the late old Master Quarles. Boanergcs anrl 
Barnabas are both to speak to the guests. 
Boanerges is a powerful fellow. He lays it 
on to the consciences of poor wretched sinners 
without any shew of mercy. He lays judg
ment to the line, and righteousness to the 
plummett; and plainly declares that if a sin
ner know not " the sec.-et of the Lo,-d," if the 
covenant of grace be never revealed unto him, 
-if a living faith in l:MMANUEL'B Person, 
blood, and righteousness, be never wrought in 
him, then into the pit of eternal death he must 
sink. This, under God, makes many a guilty 
soul to qualre, to quail, and tremblingly to cry 
-" God be merciful unto me a sinner." 

When BARNA.BAB sees and hears this, he 
springs from his seat, he falls upon these poor, 
broken, bleeding hearts, and, pouring in wine 
and oil, and pointing them to the Lamb of 
God who talreth away sin, doth most amaz
ingly magnify his office, as '' the son of conso
lation." 

Some scenes of this description witnessed 
by Quarles and others, I wish to lay before my 
readers; but first will notice Quarle's Life, 
and his heart-breathings respecting Zion's 
Decay, her Solace, and her Rest. 

Mr. Brett, the Head Master of Wirksworth 
Grammar School, in Derbyshire, has given, in 
the commencement of this volume-

A SIIORT NARRATIVE OF THE AUTHOR'S LIFE. 
"Concerning those wo love, we are curious 

to know nil wo can. And if tho stone be of 
prico, we are not contented the least fragment 
should perish. Know then that the Author 
of this book was a Gentleman of an ancient 
family. Elis father was James Quarles of 
Rumford, Esquiro, Clerk of the Green-cl~th 
and Purveyor of the Navy to Queen Elizabeth' 
younger brother to Sir Robert Quarles. Aftc,'. 
his education at school in the country anrl at 
Christ's Collcgo, in Cambrido-oshiro and Inst 
Lincoln's Inn, ho was for :ome time cup
bearer to the Queen of Bohemia, and then 
Secretary to the Reverend and learned the 
Into Lore! Primate of Ireland ; last of a.II 
Chronologcr to the city of London, in which 

F 2 
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office ho died. And the world had known 
that by a moro eminent testimony, if death 
had not kept him from finishing what he had 
design~d and begun. He was the husband of 
one wife, and by her the father of eighteen 
children. As in his life he had been most re
ligious, so was he in his death; in both a great 
mrnmple of d~votion. He died September 8, 
164-4, being two and fifty years old, and lieth 
buried in the Parish Church of Saint Foster, 
London." 

The singular volume from whence the 
above quotation is made, contains, in the first 
part, a powerfully dissected review, exposition, 
and discovery of the thoughts, the convictions, 
the boastings, the revellings, the presumptions, 
and awful conseience-smitings of sinners of 
various character and degree, to which is ap
pended, their supposed soliloquies and prayers. 
Frances Quarles knew man's heart, and the 
fallen sinner's inward parts. These he draws 
out with a precision, perhaps, equalled by 
none, save the Holy Spirit in the inspired 
Word. 

We pass the First Part by, for the present, 
and come to the Second Part. It takes up 
the many in Zion, who are walking in the fur. 
nace and through the fiery pathway of tribula
tion's deep. 

Zion, the glorious Corporation of the elect, is 
factions in itself, and her members nre dis
jointed. Ah ! how can my distressed soul find 
rest, when Zion, the rest of my distressed 
soul, is nppressed P How many of her dearest 
children are now tugging at the slavish oar of 
infidels! IIow many roaring under the im
perious hand of the daughter of Babylon! 
How many banished from their native soils, 
and driven from their usurped possessions! 
This Vine, which heaven's right hand hnth 
planted, is decayed, her fences broken, her 
hedi;-e trodden down, her body torn by schis
matrnks, cankered with he1·eticks, blasted with 
fiery spirits ; her branches rent with the 
wild boar, her grapes devoured by the 
wily fox. Her shepherds are turned wolves, 
and have devoured her flocks. Confusion is 
within her walls, and desolation is near unto 
her gates. 0 Jerusalem ! if I forget to mourn 
for thee, let my right hand forget her cun
ning; and if I prize not thee above my great
est joy, let my tongue cleave to my roof. · 

"lIER DEFEl'ICB, 
"But hark I I hear a heavenly voice whis

pering glad tidings in my ear, which saith,
' I the Lord do keep it, and will water it.' 
Isaiah xxvii. 3. 

" The Catholic Church is always vested with 
the garments of Christ, and therefore ever un
der his protection.-S. AMBROSE." 

To bs contimtsd. 

THE MILLENNIUM. We select one portion, headed, "Zion's 
Decay," "Her Defence," "Her Proofs," 
"Her Soliloquie," and "Her Prayer." We 
entreat a careful perusal. If this sample is To ths Editoi- of the Eai-then Vessel. 

f • DEAR Srn.,-Eschewing all controvery with 
use ul to our readers, we oon give them many your April " Gosling," allow me to offer a few 
more. If we are not mistaken, many thou- extracts from pre-millennarian writers, with 
sands in our churches will be glad to read and the view of shewing that in the address I de
reflect npon the deep-fetched thoughts con- livered at Meard's Court, some time since, a 

report of which appeared in the VESSEL for 
tained in the following: March, I did not m1srepresent the pre-millen-

" Z!Ol'l'B DECAY, nitrians by stating their belief in a resurrec
tion of the just at the supposed pre-millennial 

"Dost ask me, Why so sad? or can my sor- advent of the Saviour; nor in further stating 
row be thy wonder? Canst thou, or canst thy that, according to their view, the glorified 
eye exrect a sun-shine where the greater saints would reign over the embodied inha
lamp o Heaven is eclipsed? or can my soul bit ants of this sin-smitten sod. 
be frolick when the vineyard of my heart is (1.) Mi-. Tyso, in his Elucidation of Pro
blasted? Can the children of the bride- phecy, pp. 246, 247, says, "the millennium 
chamber choose but hang their heads, to see kingdom is evidently aftei- the resurrection, 
the Bridegroom slighted, and the Bride's when the saints shall be prints of God and of 
lovely cheek profaned with every peasant Christ, and shall enjoy with him a thousand 
hand? Can poor affrighted lambs, wanton years." " They will inhabit their bodies after 
and frisk upon the pleasant plains, whenas the resurrection, therefore their reign must be 
their worried mothers tremble at the quest of personal."· Nots: M'r. Tyso bas not trou~Jed 
every cur? What member can rejoice, with Oi-i9611' a principles. of interpretation. 
whenas the body is dismembered? Zion, the He understood the Scriptures lftei-ally,-"fery 
glory of heaven, is darkened, and her bright literally, I may say, for he believed the bmd
bealllB obscured. Zion, the vineyard of our ing of Satan, to be litsral; the armies of h~a
souls, is ?lasted, and her clusters are grown ven, to be litsi-al; the woman clothed with 
sour. Zion, the Bride of my Redeemer, is de- the sun, to be a litei-al woman, &c. &c. 
filed, her blood-washed robes are sullied and (2.) Mr. Burgh, in his Lectures, pp, 2~6, 
slubbered. Zion, the Mistress of our flocks is 267 believes the Mount of Transfiguratwn 
over-powered, _and hor tender lambs have 'no supplies the pattern of a millennial reign: 
protectwn. Zwn, the mother of us all is Jesus, Moses, anq Elias, representing the 
barren, and her uberous breasts are dry.' glorified, governing party; and Peter, James 
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nnd John, the governed pnrty, or the nations 
that were to be ruled. Besides the mnrtyrs, 
Mr. Burgh thinks nil who lost their lives, and 
nil who suffered for Christ, will be included in 
the first resurrection. JJ· 268. 

(3.) Mr. Ohaunsey, m his book of Prophecy, 
P· 320, informs us that " Christ, together with 
his saints, shall oxercige a just and holy domi
nion over the. whole world. The saints, who 
will be as the angels of God, will exercise the 
glorious and deli~htful privilege of guiding 
and governing their beloved brethren of man
kind." There will be Gentile kings, but they 
will govern "under the imme,l;iate dictates and 
suggestions of their glorified brethren who will 
be appointed over them." Matt. xix. 28, 29; 
Luke xxii. 29, 30; and 1 Cor. vi. 2, 3, are ex
plained literally, just as Mr. Gosling requires 
them to be explained. 

(4.) Mr. Brooks, in his Elem. of Pro., 
p. 210, obser,es, "If the '.Tudge of Israel,' 
and the 'King of Israel' are in the Person of 
Christ one and the same office, it follows that 
those who are to be 'Kings and Priests' with 
him, and who are to ' sit on his throne,' are in 
like manner .Tudges; and the Scriptures will 
speak of their rule in the same manner that 
they speak of Christ's rule,-viz., as being a 
.Tudgment," This is flll·ther explained on 
p. 200, by an exposition of Daniel vii., where 
"the thrones" that are "cast down,11 are 
made to signify '' thrones placed or put down," 
that the saints may sit on them in judgment. 

(6.) Mr. W. Brock, M.A., in his Sermon on 
Isaiah ii. 12, 13, speaking of Christ's millen, 
nial reign, asks, '' how shall he reign, and 
with whom shall he re:gn ?" Returns for 
answer, "by his d<!spised and persecuted 
saints." " These are the men by whom and 
with whom he will 'judge the people righte
ously and govern the nations upon earth.' 
'The saints shall judge the world.' 'This 
honor have all the saints.' What honor ? 
Hear and understand: 'To execute vengeance 
upon tl:e heathen, and punishment upon the 
people: to bind their kings in chains, and 
their nobles in links of iron; to execute upon 
them the judgment written. This honor have 
all. his saints. Praise ye the Lord.' " See 
Millen. Kingdom, p. 263. Literal enough 
t~is, one is apt to opine, fol' even Mr. Gosling 
himself. 

Did I think, Sir, it would suit the columns 
of your periodical, please Mr. Gosling, or be 
acceptable to your millennial readers-pro or 
p_ost-I might, perhaps, feel inclined to mul
tiply quotations ; but the fact is, if there be 
one point on which pre-millennrians are less 
divided than another, it is this very one 
against which Mr. G. has excepted. Some of 
them, indeed, go so far in their belief of this 
d~ctrine, as to affirm that some of the wioksd 
will be raised at the same time; by which 
they menn-~igantic monsters !-the rephaim 
of Isaiah xxvi. 19, as explained by Mr. Begg 
and others. It is true the author, or authors 
of " Plain Papers on the Millennial and other 
~ubjects," whoso statements I intend noticing 
In n future number of my "Plain Papers on 
the Millennium," believe in a post-millennial 
resurrection of all boliovers; b11t the great 

body of pre-millennial writers, I am confident, 
have advocated a pre-millennial resurrection. 
This is so evident, that to question it would be 
vain, to conceal it impossible, and to deny it 
clearly foolish. The supposed event of a re
surrection at the coming of Christ, is so obvi
ously a part of the system, that every Uteralist 
is bound by his own canon of interpretation to 
accept it as euch. How ean any literalist
how can Mr. G., even, explain Matt. xix. 28, 
29, Luke xxii. 29, 30, and Rev. xx., without 
admitting it ? 

When Mr. G. affirms the ancient Millena
rians not to be represented by the modem 
Millenarians, he speaks the truth as it is in 
1iistoey; but when he says·, or insinuates, 
that they were disbelievers in a pre-millen
nial resurrection, he is contradicted by the 
clearest evidence on record, as may be seen in 
No. 1 of my Plai,o Papers, which may be 
obtained of Roulston and Stoneman, Pater
noster Row, for the small sum of two-pence. 

One qualifying word in Mr. G.'s piece now 
under notice, is the "sound." He says, no 
1 ' sound" Millenarian believes in a pre
millennial resurrection, or words to that ef
fect. Now what does he mean by that word 
sound 7 Does he mean sound in the faith, or 
sound in the system of Millenarianism ? If 
the first, he merel:r asserts a universal truth, 
for no pre-Millenrualist can be so ; but if the 
second, he arrogates judicial functions, gets 
upon the bench, and delivers judgment on a 
question he has either not fully considered, 
or has not a capacity to understand. 

But then it mostly happens-with myself, 
I think I may say, it has invariably happened 
-that whenever this system is animadverted 
upon, one or more is sure to call out, " Oh ! 
that is not our belief. You misrepresent us. 
That is the millennium of the mules, or the 
mon9rels. Ours is the millennium of the 
Goslin9s; a very different millennium from 
the mongrels, w9-ich, certainly, is ;iut a 
mongrel millennium.'' "Well, Sir, you cri
ticise the Gosling millennium, and hisses of 
this kind claim your attention." "Oh! you 
misrepresent us. That is the millennium of 
the Goslings, and the Gosling millennium is 
not the genuine millennium. The genuine 
millennium is the millennium of the geese; 
n full-feathered, full-grown millennium. 
Not a millennium in its infancy, as we admit 
the Gosling millennium to be, but a millen
nium of three or four centuri•s old.'' Wish
ing to be right, you examine the millennium 
of the gee,e, and find yourself wrong again. 
"Oh! exclaim another class, you misrepresenl 
us." "Your conduct is disrespectful," says 
one; "disgraceful," says another; " un
c~istianlike," say~ an?the~. "If your name 
is rn the Book of Life, 1t will be blotted out," 
hisses another. " The millennium you talk 
about is the millennium of the ge•s•, whereas 
ours is the millennium of the ganders; a very 
different millennium from the millennium of 
the geese, and a much bettei· one; which you 
ought to have informed yourself of." Wish
ing to do justice, and to oblige, if possible, 
yoti try your hand at the millennium of the 
ganders, and the swans arc upon you in a 
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minute. You nrc misrepresenting them. 
You nrc slandering their system; blasplicru
ing their views ; so you arc never nght, 
" nohow," as Sambo said. Like the man 
with the cnt-o' -nine-tails, do your best, you 
cannot lay it on ri;,;ht. Now you arc too high, 
now you are too low, and now you arc too 
hard· so thnt it seems impossible to l'lense, 
howe\•cr desirous a person may be of domg so. 

Will you credit it, Sir? ,the simple. report 
of my speech at Menrd s Court, m the 
columns of your joumal1 has brought around, 
or about rue, n nest of hornets, who seem to 
hnve unsheathed their stings in very wrnth. 
The last letter on this subject came to hnnd 
yesterday, and was written by a Plymouth 
brother, probably known to you, signed --, 
Flora Street, who says Mr. Gosling is clearly 
w,-ong; and I nm wrong too; but that his 
millennium is the true one, which he has be
lie..-ed in for forty y~ars_, n?d ,~hich, accord
ing to a pretty plum mtunation, the Holy 
Ghost taught him. 

Perhaps, Mr. Editor, you will allow me to 
apologize to some of your correspondents for 
not raplying to their communications; and 
also to remark, that I nm proceeding with a 
series of tracts on the millennium ; and that, 
if they, or any of your readers, will draw my 
attention to what is considered the impregna
ble parts of the pre-millenial fortress, or fur
nish me with a canon for prophetic interpre
tation, to which pre-millennial contro,ersi
alists will uniformly adhere, he will be en
titled to my thanks, and shnll have them, 
secretly, if not openly. Truth, not triumph, 
is m1· m;v object; and anything that will 
shorten discussion, or even alleviate the pangs 
of warfare, is of much value. But it is useless 
to deal in these affirmntions ; for1 as in philo
sophy and law, so in contro,ers1al theology, 
nothing is known but what is proved. One 
good man says, the Holy Ghost taught him 
the ajfi1"mative of the question ; and cou.ld he 
prove it, there would be an end of the matter; 
but another brother, equally good, and per
haps more intelligent, is confident the Holy 
Ghost taught him the rugative of the question. 
Both of them may be taught of God, and both 
be satisfied for themselves; but it does not 
follow that they are both taught on that 
point, or that their experience can be viewed 
as evidence in a r.ourt where the Scriptures 
are all in all. As for letters and reflections, 
in which there is nothing solid but igno1"ance, 
and nothing deep but malice, they are posi
tively injurious, and should be avoided. I 
a~~~~ 

3t\rmnrial5 nf IDrµurtrh iuinilt 
MARY ANNE JEFFS. 

DEAR EnITon,-" The memory of the juat is 
Llesse<l," and we know him who is the very 
Just One, and may we not, in his dear name, 
so hold up his blessed and heaven-born 
children, that he has called home to himself, 
and those also that are left, when with a 
desire for their consolations, under alike 
bereavements, afflictions, or heavy trials, they 
may be visited with, in this their time state, 

although, 118 here expressed, it may be in 
Lroken nnd feeble language. In memory 
then, of my dear and much-beloved daughter' 
Mary Anne Jeffs, I humbly venture so to do' 
who her dear Lord took unto himself on th~ 
26th day of February last, aged twenty.five 
yenrs,-one of my dearest, earthly comforts 
which, a few months ago only, we wero not at 
nil anticipating such a chnnge, but were look
ing forward and expecting much comfort in 
her humble, quiet, and Christinn society, for 
time and times yet to come, which makes this 
berean.ment to me the more nffecting. What 
indeed is life P-truly, like a vapour, that np
peareth for a little while and soon vanishes 
nwny; here to-day and ~one to-morrow. llut 
in this present instance life is not extinguished. 
No! it is not blotted out of existence, still re
mains, but exists in another form, in another 
manner, far more haP}?Y, because freed, eter
nally freed from all evil, internal and external. 
Why then regret and grieve nt her departure? 
It is natural so to do; it is like loosing a part 
of oneself; nature grieves and would repino 
too, if not checked by a superior principle. Is 
it not nll nppointed and arranged by II= who 
cnnnot err or be unkind-by infinite wisdom 
and goodness 1 Why then grieve P This, to 
me, is n part of the shadow of death-" the 
valley of the shadow of death" -a striking 
emblem is this of human life. It is true, 
there may be in it, now and then, as we paas 
along, a "green pru,ture" in which we find 
refreshments and rest, "still waters" of con
solation and peace; but still we are in " the 
valley of the shadow of denth "-not, it is 
true, always alike dreary and dark, fo: even 
in the midst of our enemies our table 1S sup
plied; yes, while surrounded with dangers and 
death, we are comforted, for God our Shep
herd is with us under bereaving circumstances, 
providences, and heart-rending troubles, and 
so anoints us with fresh oil, making our cup 
run over, that we are constrained to say, even 
in this "valley," goodness and mercy hath 
followed, does follow, and will follow us all 
our days, and we shall dwell in the house of 
the Lord for ever. What a thought ! that a 
human being brought into existence in circum
stances so unfavourable, born in sin, a subject 
of depravity, under the displensure of God, 
and exposed to eternal death, should have 
given to· him " eternal life! "-provided for 
him in the counsel of God, before the world 
began-made ready, as it were, for the recep• 
tion of sinners, age after age, in long_ s1;1cces
eion to the end of the world-on rece1vmg of 
whi~h in the wa T of Divine appointment, by 
faith in Jesus Christ, are pardoned, adopted, 
sanctified, glorified! In this time state, the_n, 
we have a knowledge of this unspenkable gift 
of salvation: the gospel is the announcement 
of it; it is mine when I so receive it, nm by 
the Word nnd Spirit of God convinced of my 
need of it, see my perishing co~dition, and 
heartily desire to receive the Sav10ur, •~pant
ing, believing, hoping, obeying. I am m the 
sight of God justified, pardoned, accepted
with me, in Christ Jesus, God is well pl_ease!l. 
In me the merciful design God hnd in v1cw ,1° 
giving his Son to dio for sinners, 'is so· for 
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ccompliohecl, fulfillod, answcrccl, ancl this, I 
~ ve no doubt, was tho case with my beloved 
d~ughter just taken from us. The love of a 
father, o parent, ~ho. Joyo of a. c:t,i\cl, there is 
something p_eouhar m 1t, ancl 1t 1s m _ou~ very 
nature. It 1s called natural, but 1t 1s, no 
doubt, from God. It is a pleasant_ feeling ~o 
love a child, and also to know a child loves m 
return-to love a chilcl sincerely, affection
ately, cleeply. What, then, must the f~eling 
be when cloath snatches from us the obJect of 
odi· love? "Oh, Absalom, my son, my son!" 
to mo it is, Oh, my daughter, my daughter!
at such an age too, when hoping and expect
ing in the presont life, in her society, much 
enjoyment yot to come-which deepens tho 
wound ancl makes it more pungent; ancl yet 
the1·e are the best of alleviating circumstances 
attending it, especially as there Cll!l be no 
doubt as to t-he safety of her state. That 
death was to her an alleviation from all evil, 
as well as an admission into a state of blissful 
immortality; yet, notwithstancling, to me it is 
11 serious loss indeed, a loss severely felt, my 
heart, as it were, bleeds; at my time of life I 
foci it the more keenly. She hacl ever been 
endered to me from her love and affection, 
and never-tired attention, which makes tlie 
separation painful indeed; yet the remem
brance of these circumstances is pleasing, and, 
in some measure, tends to. alleviate my grief. 
But oh, how loudly cloes this painful pro
vidence speak to me, just on the threshold of 
eternity! =d yet she is taken first-by which 
ono of the strongest cords binding me to this 
world is broken. Oh! that I may be enabled 
to avail myself of it, so as to get, as it were, a 
lift to the heavenly world, in my mind to be 
really benefited by it, and made more spiri
tually and heavenly, as I would implore 
Divine assistance to turn this afiliction into a 
blessing. Oh ! how I ought to be humbled 
under the mighty hand of God, "who worketh 
all things after the counsel of his own will," 
and that for the good of all his covenll!lted, 
elect, and blood bought family; for in this 
bereavement may I not have sinned, have 
I not been thinking too highly of my earthly 
comforts, valuing them too much. "God is a 
jealous God," ancl will not, in this respect, let 
our sin go unpunishecl: he hath said, "from 
all your idols will I cleanse you:" he takes 
them a.way, and thus convinces us of cmr folly. 
Oh, then, I again would pray for deep humili
ation and self-abasement before him ! so that 
my mind may be fited for peace llild hem·t-felt 
submission to the will of Goel, and especially 
that it be made the means of drawing my 
mind from all earthly things, and raising and 
exciting my affections, my heart, towards 
Goel nnd honvcn: that now, and more than 
over, I may bo "looking for that city which 
hath foundations, whoso builder ll!ld maker is 
~ocl ;" havo heaven and glory for my chief ob
.Jcct and end-desiring to have that faith that 
enables me to bo looking at things not seen, 
which are suiritun.l, heaveulv, etornal; so 
being enabled to b1·ing my uiind and these 
things in contact moio together, ancl thus 
being a1•mod for tbo ensuing conilid, more 
boreavemonts, family tri11ls, that may still 

awnit me, and especially to meet the last 
enemy, fast approaching; so as to be able to 
say, "We are more than conquerors through 
him that hath loved us," and by him shall be 
put into a mansion of glory, even eternal life 
and blessedness, in the uninterrupted friend
ship of God and holy beings, for ever and for 
ever! This is to be more than conqueror, and 
is now the happiness of my dear departed 
daughter,-

" Freed from a world of death and sin, 
With Christ eternally shut in." 

She was baptised a few years since with her 
mother-in-law, at the then Mr. Coles's place, 
at Brentford: they joined the young church 
at Hounslow, with her father. She was a 
beloved, humble, quiet, and consistent mem
ber; a true lover of the blessed gospel of the 
grace of God: at times complaining of the 
darkness of her mind, when at my house stny
ing, and also when I visited her for a few 
days afterwards: yet eventually found her 
heavenly Father, not only a promise-making, 
but a promise-performing God; and that 
blessed word, "it shall come to pass that at 
eventime it shall be light," was so power
fully applied to her soul's comfort, ll!ld so 
evidenced to those near and dear that were 
about her, and yet more also, when drawing 
very near to her heavenly inheritance, she 
was enabled exultingly to shout, " Beautiful! 
Delightful! Glorious ! " eeveral times; and so, 
waiving her dear arms, soared away wir h 
those dear words - " Happy! Happy! " -
sweetly falling asleep, into the embraces of 
her dear Saviour, on whose blood and righte
ousness alone, to the last, she was resting 
for all her salvation, even on that foundation 
which God himself bath laid, and desiring the 
same should be made known, with its true 
valne ll!ld blessings, to clear relatives, and also 
to those nenr and dear to her, who hacl been 
made manifestly acquainted with her in a 
knowledge of these heavenly things. 

"Now she slumbers in the ground, 
Till the last trumpet's joyful sound; 
Then bur•t the cha.ins in sweet surprise, 
And in her Saviour·s imago rise." 

In this sore bereavement I cannot but fee] .. 
ingly sympathise with, feel most keenly for, 
the dear bereaved husband, my son-in-law, 
Mr. Alfred Jeffs, to whose kindness I am in
debted for his having made known to me the 
most of t~ose last, heavenly, and glorious ex
pressions of his dear wife. The separation to 
him from one so dearly =cl deservedly loved, 
is a loss that requires more than humu.n aid to 
sustain. My prayer is that, in this tryin<> 
hour, he may experience that God is hi~ 
refuge and strength, and a present help in this 
time of so1·e troc1ble; that it mny be to him a 
dispensation in Providence, though now indeeJ. 
griev_ous; 1ielding a lasting blessing, accom .. 
panymg· him, and others nem· and dear, in 
every futnre step of his =d their jonmev in 
this valo of tl~ars. Amen, n.ncl arnc-u. ., 

EDW.\RD \V.\.RRE.N, 
Readi11,g, Borks, March 15th, 1856. 



114 THE EARTHEN VES9E~ [MAY 1, 1856. 

SARAH H. TOOME. 

S.-RA.B: H.1.NNAII TooME, a member of the 
B1tptist. chm·ch meet.ing at Mount Zion Chapel 
Chadwell Street, Clerkenwell, departed thi~ 
life, aged twenty-four years. At twelve years 
of age she was a wakened to a knowledge of 
her lost and undone state as a fallen sinner. 
Being brought under the sound of a free
grace gospel by her parents, she, after some 
time, found that which she was led to seek 
,iz., pardon and peace in the Person work' 
blood and right,eousness of the dear Red~emer '. 
and being cons~r~ined by his love, she felt it 
her peculiar privilege to follow her Lord in 
his own appointed ways. She was baptised 
by l\fr. Jones, at Jireh Meeting, Brick Lane 
St .. Luke's, on Lord's-day evenino- February 
27th, 1848; she was added to the ';,hurch and 
through rich and sovereign grace was' pre
served to fill up her place in Zion as an 
honourable and consistent member, to'the day 
of her death. She had been in a declining 
state of health for a considerable time, but 
for the last five months she had not been 
able to attend the public ordinances of God's 
house at all: this was a great trial to her for 
she loved the habitation of God's house 'but 
desired in submission to say, "Father' thy 
will be done." ' 

About three months ago she was removed 
into the country, hoping that the change 
might prove beneficial, but her God had 
designed _to remove her to more healthy and 
~appy clunes. She began more rapidly to 
smk, and oft e:s:pressed a desire, if her hea
venly Father's will, to quit her trembing 
house of olay for her house eternal in the 
heavens. One morning, when her cousin was 
assisting her to dress, she said, " Thank you; 
I have helped you before now, but shall never 
do so age.in." Her mother, in reply, said 
" Our loss will be your e:e.in." She replied; 
" Yes ; I long to be gone 1" At another time 
she said, "How I wish to be at home but my 
Father'• time is best. Do pray my d~ar Lord 
to give me patience," At another time she 
said to her mother, "How I wish I could feel 
8.8 I did once.'' It was observed, "You must 
not expect to be always on the mount; you 
are as safe now as then." She ~id, "Yes; 
but not so happy ! " About a fortnight before 
her death, she said, "I fear you think me 
very impatient, but my sufferings are very 
great; but they are nothing compared with 
what my dear Lord suffered for me." 

.A.bout a week before she returned home 
she complained of darkness. Her mother 
repeated-

,, His _way was much darker and rougher than 
mine, .. 

Did Christ my Lord suffer, and shall I repine l'' 

She sai~ " Oh, no ! I do not repine, but 
should like to leave a testimony behind that 
I am gone home to glory. Do pray my dear 
L_ord to come and fetch me home." On the 
mght prcv10us to her death when asked as to 
the state. of her mind in the immediate pros
pect of d1s~olut10n, she said, "I know that my 
departure 1s near; I have no desire to return 
to the world. No one knows what J have 

suffered in this poor body; my sufferings are 
great; but what di,\ my S11viour suffer for 
mo? I have no great joys; but I know my 
sins aro all forgiven, and I h11vo no fear of 
death!" 

These were nearly her last words, as ehe 
gradually sank during the night, and on Tues
day morning, at he.If-past six, January 211th 
1856, her ransomed spirit took its wished-fo; 
flight, to those blessed climes where sickness 
sorrow, pain 1tnd death, are felt and feared n~ 
more. Her mortal remains was deposited in 
Kense.l Green Cemetery, on Monday, Feb. 
rue.ry 4th, upon which occasion her pastor, 
Mr, H e.zelton, attended, and spoke 11 few 
consoling words to her relations and friends. 
Mr. H. also improved the solemn event of her 
death ou Lord's-day evening, February 10th, 
from the most appropriate language of the 
apostle -Paul, "Having a desire to depart, and 
to be with Christ, which is far better." 

Our sister's gone, and nature weeps, 
But cheering truth, she only sleeps 

Till Cb.rist her Lord shall come. 
Her body rests in sweet repose 
Till death, tbe last of all our foes, 

Receives its final doom. 
Death's mighty conqueror will appear, 
Death and the grave bis voice shall hear, 

And hearing must obey; 
0 Death ! give up thy sacred trust ! 
And every ransomed grain of dust 

Shall rise to endless day. 
Iler body there in weakness sown, 
Dressed in immortal health and bloom, 

Sball leave its gloomy bed; 
Joined with her spirit mount on high, 
No more to suffer, sin and die, 

When death itself is dead. 
0 how consoling is tbe thought, 
Christ will have all hie blood bas bought : 

Her body is redeemed; 
Tbe body perfect and complete 
Her ransomed spirit soon shall meet; 

Both dearly are esteemed. 
But 0 I the disembodied soul, 
In seas of endless bliss dotb roll, 

In seas of endless love. 
0 could we look from scenes of night, 
To those sweet realms of pure delight, 

To glorious scenes e.bove: 
How we should long to drop our clay, 
And with our sister soar away, 

To join tbe blood-washed host; 
To be at home in love's embrace, 
Bask in the sunbeams of his grace, 

In rapturous wonder lost. 
There vieing witb the ransomed throng, 
Our sister sings in sweetest song, 

To bim that loved and died ; 
All swallowed up in bliss complete, 
She casts her crown at his dear feet, 

For ever satisfied. 
No tempting foe, no dreary night, 
No doubts or fears, or inward fight, 

No sicknees, eorrow, pain ; 
No ripple on tbat sea of joy, 
Pleasures without the least alloy; 

Through endless ages reign. 
Then, fellow pilgrim, dry the tear, 
Look homeward, we shall ■oon be there, 

Our friends in Christ to meet; 
Soon shall tbe family of love, 
Be gathered round the throne above, 

Unbroken and complete. 
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'.J.'JIE LATE MR, WHITEMAN, 
LA.TB OP 

BXETER, OJI UNICORN YARD, AND BOSTON, 

[The following letter was addressed to Mr. 
Rees, a member of the church at Unicorn 
Yard, Tooley Street; and through his kind
ness, we are permitted to furmsh the pain
ful inte!ligence.-ED.] 

DEAR SrR-It has pleased the Sovereign 
Ruler of the skies to remove, hy sudden death, 
this morning, our dear brother in the Lord, 
Mr. C. M. Whiteman-by spasmodic affection 
of the chest, of which he had several sharp 
attacks in the last fortnight, but not so as to 
prevent his ministerial duties. Being blessedly 
assured that to our departed friend to live was 
Christ, to die was gain: sudden death, sudden 
glory; I trust the bereaved will, through him 
who comforts the mourners, (after the deep 
sorrow into which they are so suddenly plung
ed, has, through divine aid, in a measure sub
sided,} be enabled in the ever to be remembered 
words of the deceased, "look up ! look up ! 
there's always a way upwards!" and be en
abled to cast their burden on the Lord, and 
feel his merciful and sustaining goodness, and 
see his will respecting them-to be able to say, 
"He doeth all things well." I am, dear sir, 
yours in the Lord, J. ASHWELL, Deacon. 

Skirbeck Quarter, Boston, 
Lincolnshire, March 27, 1856. 

OuR brother's remains were interred on the 
2nd April, in the new Cemetery, by Mr. W. 
Bull, of Burgh; a large concourse of friends and 
spectators assembled on the solemn occasion, 
and were greatly affected. 
. On the 15th, Mr. Bull baptised and re
ceived into the church at Ebenezer, three fe. 
males-an aged, a middle-aged, and a young 
sister. How little we know what a day may 
bring forth I Our late brother W. had the 
pleasing prospect of ministering in these ordi
nances. Whatever _Part he and former pas
tors had in plantmg and watering these 
plants of the heavenly Husbandman's right 
hand planting, ~Jory to God in the · Highest, 
for thus honormg their labors with an in
crease, according to his own eternal purpose 
and grace in our precious Lord and Master 
Christ Jesus ! 

Mr. B. in the evening delivered an impres
sive discourse on Phil. i. 21. "For to me to 
live is Christ, to die is gain.'' The collections 
made morning and evening towards the fund 
for Mrs. Wightman and her daughter in their 
bereft and trying condition, amounted to 
£12 10s. 7d. 

Boston, April 17. 

BRIEF ACCOUNT OF 

TilE LAST DAYS OP MR. WHITEMAN, 

(To the Editor of tl,e Earthen JTesselJ 
DEAR Srn,-1 am obliged hastily to for

ward further particulars relative to our bro
t~er W. Rather more thnn a fortnight pre
vious to our brother's decease, (Thursday, 
March 27th), he wns nttnckcd with spasmod10 
nll'ection of the chest, which at times recurred, 

but not so as to perceptibly affect hie mini••· 
terial labors. On Wednesday, the day pre
ceding his death, I, my daughter, and another 
sister ib. the Lord, met, by invitation, our 
friend Mr. W. and his family, at our venera
ble and kind brother deacon's, Mr. Holland, 
of Kirton-four miles distant. Whilst there 
he twice experienced a return of the pain, in 
both of which he was relieved by a moderate 
dose of ether. He observed that if he did not 
meet with something effectual, it would kill 
him. Before parting, our brother spent a 
long time in prayer, during which it was re
markable, that with more than usual earnest
ness he plead~d for each, kneeling w_ith ~ 
singly, according to our several re!at10nships 
in the church, the family, and the world; and 
also for his absent sons, one of whom is in 
India. At the station, whilst waiting for 
the train for Boston, he was cheerful, and 
seemed well; was so during the ride; and 
when we parted at his own door ; slept well 
during the night; rose rather earlier than 
usual next morning, partook breakfast, after 
which he was seized with excruciating pain, 
writhed in his chair, exclaiming, "I am being 
torn to pieces !" Going up to bed, he yielded 
to calling in m~dical ai~, but counterm11;1ded 
it to try domestic remedies-mustard pla1Ster, 
hot water, fermentation. During their appli
cation, the affectionate father, casting a part· 
ing glance at his daughters, ( one on each side 
the bed), sank lifeless, without a sigh or a 
struggle, on the arm of the oldest, which was 
beneath him as a support. 

Our dear friend's discourse on the Lord's
day evening before his death, from 2 Cor. iv. 
5 " For we preach, not ourselves, but Christ 
J~sus the Lord," was manifestly attended with 
the Lord's blessing and presence, and pro
duced a striking and deep impression. 

It is remarkable that our late friend, in the 
course of the sermon, used these words-" We 
know not how soon we may turn our pale 
faces to the wall." It has been ascertained 
since his death, that he was in his 71st year. 

Regretting my inability to furnish you with 
something better expressed, and more rea~y 
and brief for your purpose, I am, dear Sll', 

your'• mostrespectfully, J. ASHWELL. 
P.S. Kindest acknowledgments to Mr. Rees 

for the £2 from himself and friends. 
Skirbeck Quarter, Boston, April 19. 

" To the chief singer on my stringed instru
ments." -Habbakuk iii. 19. 

My soul! take down _thy !1,arp from the 
willow· and now the rught 1s past, let the 
first of the morn find thee going forth, in the 
matin of praise, to ~he Chief Sin~cr on nil the 
instruments of his grace, which he bath 
strung thine heart to use to his glory. And 
who is this Chief Singer, but Jesus? Doth 
not the prophet say, "The Lord God is my 
Strength, and he will make my feet like 
binds' feet, and he will make me to walk in 
mine high places?" Surely he that is the 
Lord God of my salvation is the Chief 
Singer, and the Chief Musician, of my song. 
And he that will be my portion, my everlast
ing portion, in the, upper world, will be my 
strength and song m this. 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
'I'HE OLD CHURCH BOOK. 

No. I. 

UNICORN YARD CHAPEL, 
SOUTHWARK. 

THE old church book contains minutes and 
rcrorcls from 1790 to 1820. It is the inten
tion of the Editor to gire out crery month in 
the VESSEL, some account of the principal 
errnts which took place under each success1re 
pastor. A church that has been in existence, 
from records, 136 years, ancl must hare been 
in existence for some considerable period pre
nous to the building of Unicorn Yard - for 
when this chapel was built, it was in conse
quence of the lease of tbe chapel where they 
previously worshipped having run out, (in 
which, afterwards, the celebrated Dr. Gill 
preached,) -this church which must have ex
isted, at least, above a century and a-half, 
must, necessarily, be connected with many im
portant events that may be helpful to the 
church of God in the present day. It, per
haps, is the oldest church in existence-could 
it be traced to its first formation. It has been 
the subject of dissention, alternate prosperity 
and adrersity; and amongst other things, the 
solemn manner of induction of deacons into 
office, the cautious and careful anxieties res
pecting those to be united in church-fellowship, 
the great solemnity attending the ordination 
of ministers, and the constant perseverance in 
prayer when destitute of a pastor, until God 
was pleased to send them one - these things 
are what the church may safely imitate and 
return to in the present day; for it must be 
acknowledged that Zion is in this day, in these 
matters, al.most destitute of that feeling our 
father Jacob had when God appeared to him 
at Bethel, when he said, "how dreadful is this 
place, this is none other than the house of God, 
and the gate of heaven." 

The old church book begins with a brief 
statement of the alfe.irs of this eh urch from 
the death of the late pastor, Mr. Benjamin 
Stinton, of the old chapel, to the settlement in 
the new meeting house, under Mr. William 
Al-nold. 

Mr. Benjamin Stinton died, February llth, 
1718. After several ministers had occa
sionally supplied the pulpit, the church cast 
their eyes on two, more than the rest likely to 
serve them ; they were to preach to the church 
a month each ; and in this important business, 
a serious division took place, and painful for 
the time, were the circumstances into which 
they were plunged. 

The church was stayed, June 28th, 1819. 
It was agreed that Mr. Scurney should be sent 
for first; a letter was ordered to be written by 
the deacons, and laid .before the church the 
Tuesday foll?wing, signed by all present; but 
there was a Jealo1;1sy ?n the part of some of the 
brethren, supposlilg 1t was <lesii::ned to put off 

the sending for l\{r, Gill: these brethren hnd 
a meeting too, in opposition, thoy passed a 
mat.ion, that l\ir. Gill bo sent for immediately. 
After Mr. Scurncy hnd preached his month. 
they ordered another letter to bo written, and 
signed contrary to tho only deacon prcsont, 
Mr. Gill was sent for by them, and came up 
from Kettering, in Northamptonshire, and 
preached to the people about six weeks: Mr. 
Gill's party then proceeded to elect him pas
tor, and taking female's votes-which had not 
been allowed for thfrty years-obtained a ma
jority. 

The following Friday, the deacons and 11 
considerable number of the brethren met, and 
consulted what was best to be done to save the 
church from what they considered impending 
ruin. The church meeting being the follow
ing Tuesday, they determined to give in their 
protest, signed with their own hands, against 
the pretended election, viz.: that Mr. Gill's 
friends had chosen him illegally, contrary to 
the minds of the deacons, and majority of the 
brethren. Mr. Gill's adherents utterly re
fused to take the matter into further consider
ation, alfuming his election to be valid. The 
women's votes not being allowed, it was voted 
that all the former proceedings respecting 
Mr. Gill's election were void. Brother Atkins 
proposed a scrutiny, but the opposing party 
refused. The church therefore proceeded to 
provide a ministry for the future, and appoint
ed two brethren to let Mr. Gill know the 
result. Sad altercation and strife ensued. 
Those who adhered to Mr. Gill, read a paper 
to the church and congregation ; the others, 
another Lord's-day, did the same. They each 
appealed to ministers of the same denomina
tion, but all means failed. Mr. Gill's friends 
rent themselves from the church, met for wor
ship at Mr. Crosly's school, till the old church 
removed to the new meeting house, Unicorn 
Yard, and Mr. Gill and his friends afterwards 
occupied the old chapel. Ninety-nine mem• 
bers left to follow l\fr. Gill; One hundred and 
twenty-two remained behind, including all the 
deacons. 

The contract for building Unicorn Yard 
Chapel, was closed January 9th, 1818; Abra• 
ham Atkins, Esq., on behalf of the church, '!-'1d 
Francis Randall, builder; the cost amountmg 
to £360. All that is recorded of their first 
opening the place, is - "Lord's-day, June 26. 
Wo met at our new meeting place, and }\<fr, 
Owen preached in the morning, Mr. Harrison 
in the afternoon." 

REMAllKB, This first extract contains a 
subject of a very unpleasant nature. lt might 
be thought best to have passed it over, and so 
it would, were it not that the circumstances of 
the present day in many of the churches, !'re 
similar. The wise man says, "The thmg 
which hath been, is that which shall be don_o: 
there is no new thing under the sun." J)ie
seneions will arise · even a Paul and Barnabas 
could not sot their hor, ,,e togothcr, but wero 
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compelled to part asunder. "Offences will respondents of tbis periodical. We are 
come," but a woe is pronounced against thoee sorry our old friend has no better work to 
through who':" they come. It is a surprising do, in his last days ;-still, we hope some 
thmg that tb;s church should have been kept good may result from his severe ministerial 
together for so long a time. What a mighty chastisements. 
shaking was this separation even before the 
new chapel was built, yet here God has been As many communications are reaching us, 
pleased to maintain a church, which though expressive of unhappy feelings in the minds 
often in contention, has not fallen to pieces- of some in Plymouth against us, we answer 
many times of revival and prosperity bath once for all,-the only reason on earth why 
been her lot. Perhaps, not a better history Charles Waters Banks did not fulfil his 
of this church could be given, than is recorded engagement in preaching in How Street, 
in the 107th Psalm. during the month of April, was, because 

Alas, what imperfect creatures are the best neither his circumstances, nor the present con
of Christians ; short comings and blemishes dition of the Church at Unicorn yard, would 
will attend, more or less, all the living family, ' suffer him to leave London. His previous 
while here below. Well might the church ex-
claim, "O, give thanks unto the Lord, for he visits to Plymouth have been mutually happy 
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever." ones; and as regards his promised recent 
Iostabilit;r, weakness, unmindfulness of our visit, the deacons and committee at How 
mercies, lS what we must all plead guilty to- Street, behaved in the kindest manner pos
like those whose lot fell this side of Jordan. sible ;-When the church at Unicorn Yard, 
There was poor Reuben, "unstable as water" wrote them begging them to release their 
yet divine life was there; and Moses says, pastor from his engagement to serve them, 
"let Reuben live and not die, and let not his they did with sympathy, and in a most hon
men be few." "Gad, a troop overcomes him;" ourable manner: and deeply grateful we 
so the Christian often falls, if not outwardly, feel to them; for, although, we should have 
he does inwardly, before his foes; yet triumphs been truly glad to have spoken to the friends 
in Christ Jesus, and.by faith believes. "Though at How Street, for another month, yet being 
I fall, I shall arise again, and shall overcome d 
at the last." And the half-tribe of Manassah prevented by a verse winds, it was charitable 
forgetfulness - unmindful of his mercies, a in them to give a release ; and we sincerely 
want of dependence upon his faithfulness- pray that Mr. Ball, who is chosen as their 
will stick to us like burs, while here below. future pastor, may labour among them for 
All prove we have no continuing city here. many years, with great success; and much 

How many churches have risen and disap- to the comfort of the multitude of dear 
peared since this church was first formed · and believing souls who dwell in those large 
as it has been so long preserved, may w~ not towns, Plymouth, Devenport, Stonehouse, 
hope it may yet he the birth-place of many &c. 
precious.souls. _It has l":tely been put in good, We have a long account of the death of 
substantial repau, and m the order of provi- Mr. Samuel Nicholson, the Baplist minister 
dence, a suitable ministry has been provided, f PI h fr · h f 
and though the waters have been troubled, o ymout : om it we extract t e ol-
some are waiting anxiously to step into the lowing: 
pool. May the Lord of the harvest bring in Mr. Samuel Nicholson was born at Devon
~hit~er many precious souls, who shall declare port, on the 28th of April, 1801, where his 
m Zion the goodness of the Lord. father, who was a respectable man, carried 

One remark more. There is no account of Oll business. (His venerable mother still 
seeking the Lord by prayer in this matter survives). As the eldest son in a large 
r~specting the choice of a pastor; the next family, Mr. Nicholson, after receiving the ru
time they were destitute of a pastor, we shall diments of general education, was at an early 
find t_hem seeking the Lord's direction by per- period taken from school to enter upon his 
eevermg prayer and watchfulness, and no dis- father's business - but the work of self
~•nsion ensued: and that thing which is begun improvement still went on. His father was 
m prayer, attended with a watching the Lord'• a deacon of the Baptist Church assembling in 
hand, shall not meet with disappointment. Pembroke-street Chapel, under the care 

The next extract will contain interesting of Thomas W1lcocks, and at an early age Mr. 
events under the pastorate of Mr. Arnold, who Nicholson be~ame . a member of the same 
laboured in this church 14 years, and died I ~h~rch. ~hilst s_till very yo~ng ~e took p~rt 
happy in the Lord. AARON MrLLBB, m its public services, preac_hing m the vil-

--- !ages ; and at the age of mneteen, he occa-
sionally supplied the pulpit for Mr. Wilcocks 

HOW STREET CHAPEL, PLYMOUTH, in his absence from home. At this time Mr • 
.A.ND THE Wilcocks, who was a man of considerable ac-

LATE MR SAMUEL NICHOLSON q~irement a~d much m_ental_ cul~ure, engag_ed 
• · his young friend to assist him m the dut,es 

A . . . . of his school, principally with the view of 
H PRRSON, signmg himself ".A B~phst, pr~paring him by suitable instruction for the 

?W Street, Plymouth," has been mdus-1 work of the Christian ministry. ' 
triou_sly employed of late, in writing letters After Mr. Nfrholson had remained for •ome to different ministers, criticising and con- time with lCr. Wilcocks, he was invited as an 
emning the Editor, and some of tlie cor- occasional supply to preach at How-street 
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Chapel, In Plymouth, which was then with
out R pastor, Rnd his servicrs were so accept• 
Rble that, aft.er R lengthened but most satis
factory probation, in 1823, he was solicited by 
the eburch and congregation t.o become their 
stated minister. Previously to this, the at• 
tendance at the ch1tpel had been very much 
diminished, but in a short time the congrega
tion increased, and in this important position 
Mr. Nicholson found his appointed sphere.
In 1822 he married Miss Jane Nicholson, and 
by tnis marriage there were twelve children, 
of "'hnm nine sm,ive. Mr. Nicholson's min. 
isterial ability soon attracted attention not 
only in Plymouth, but amongst the churches 
of his denomination elsewhere, and he was 
more than once solicited to leave the congre
gation in How-street for other stations, 
which, in a worldly point of view, offered 
greater advantsges. At one time he was 
earnestly entreated to take a prominent place 
in the management of the Baptist Missions in 
Calcutta, and subsequently to become the suc
cessor of the late Robert Hall, in Bristol. 
But :Mr. Nicholson belieYed that God had 
given him a work_ to do which would fully 
reward his most stedfast and diligent care, 
and so he remained firm at h,s post, often, in
deed, rendering temporary and valuable ser
vice elsewhere, but still returning with undi
minished interest to the people of his charge, 
and under such affectionate care they grew 
and prospered. The congregation consoli
dated, the church increased, until at length, 
in· 1844, the spacious and noble chapel in 
George-street was begun. The members of 
the church and congregation exerted them
selves with most zealous liberality, and ala 
most without debt, this fine building was 
opened for Divine Worship in 1845. 

Pre-eminently he was a good man, tho
roughly earnest and sincere. His religion 
was not assumed for Sabbath-days and public 
sernces, but was the mainspring of his being. 
It was not a thing that could be taken up or 
laid down at pleasure, but the inwrought 
conscious expenence of a heart at peace with 
God. He was a nry diligent student of the 
Scripture, and from its constant and careful 
perusal had derived unrestrained sympathy 
with the doctrines of the gospel, as the ef
ficient cause of practical holiness. 

As he Jived so he died. The truths that he 
had commended from the pulpit, and illustra
ted in his life, were with him to the very 
last; and as he drew near to the dark river. 
his feet almost touching the brim, there was 
no cloud upon the spirit, nor even the shadow 
of a cloud. He saw the Cross still, as he had 
seen it when in health and vigour, only that 
it seemed nearer and more precious. " Give 
my love," said he to one of his early and at
tached friends, " to all the brethren. My 
strength is hourly diminishing, but say to 
them, 'all is well." What may be the state 
of the dl8embodied spirit I know not but I 
know t.hat my trustee has the full co~fidence 
of the Father, and that he has power and 
grace, and love sufficient to carry out his en
g~gements, even to the very eud." To one 
still more dearly beloved he said only a very 
little before his death, "I almo;t heeitate to 

express in word, the assurRnce I have of ml, 
salvation and union to the Lord Jesus Chris , 
I feel within me now· the germ and the prin
ciple of eternal life. It is not life for me, but 
eternal life witMn, and 1 know that because 
my Redeemer liveth I live also." And so he 
passed over to the other side, and they saw 
him no more. Mr, Nicholson ,lied at four 
o'clock in the afternoon of March 13t.h, and 
the general extiression of sorrow which this 
event has occas10ned shows emphatically that 
consistent and holy conduct has the promise 
of the life that now is, as well as of the life to 
come. 

On Wednesday morning, at half-past ten 
o'clock "devout men canied him to his 
buriat.1• His church-rhristians of all de. 
nominations-christian pastors-the old and 
the young-followed his mortal remains to 
the chapel in George-street. Several minis
ters of the town and neighbourhood took part 
in this solemn service. His old and attached 
friend, Thomas C. Hine, of Syoenham, ad
dressed the congregation and Thomas Hmton, 
of Devon port, committed the body to the dust, 
a glorious trust-" in sure and certain ho_l!e 
of a joyful resurrection," Well was it said, 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his, 

TRE PROGRESS OP TIIB BAPTIST CJUSB J.T 

BETHEL CHAPEL, LEIGHTON, 
J.l!iD TIIB RBIIIOVJ.L OP IIIB, JOBEPII WILXIl!iB, 

TIIB P J.STOB. 

DEJ.B BROTIIBR BAl!iXS.-When God was 
pleased, in the order of hie providence, to 
deprive this church of its pastor by the sudden 
death oft-he late much-esteemed Mr. William 
Roberts, you kindly directed the friends to 
our much-beloved friend and brother, Mr. 
Joseph Wilkins, as a suitable person to suc• 
ceed him. After be had preached a few 
weeks, there was but one opinion among the 
brethren, and he received an unanimous invi• 
tation to the pastorate. The Great Head of 
the church has from the commencement given 
his sanction and blessing to the means used. 
The congregation has gradually increased; 
t-he church bas been edified and built up; has 
dwelt in peace and love; and the God of 
peace and love has dwelt in the midst of it. 
The Word preached has been attended by the 
almighty energy of the Holy Spirit. Sinners 
have been converted to God, and frequently 
additions have been made to the chm·ch. The 
chapel has been enlarged and beautified, at 
the cost of near £170. There has been no ac
cumulation of debt, but an annual reduct.ion 
of it of nearly £20. In February last, Mr. 
Spurgeon preached ; the clear proceeds ~ere 
£27. This, with £3 since, raised by private 
subscription, bad enabled the trustees to pay 
off £30 owing on a note of bend; so that the 
chapel funds are in exec Jlent conditinn; the 
whole debt on the chapel being only about 
£49, and that they have withoul- interest .. 

During the three years Mr. Wilkins resided 
here, he was almost univeraelly respect~d ; 
and bis people often •aid, "How b..autiful 
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upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringetb good tidings,'' &c. The number in 
the church is about as many again as when 
:Mr, Wilkins came. However, a change has 
been permitted to take place. Some of the 
members of the late Mr. Sedgwick's church, 
Brighton, were very anxious to have Mr. 
Wilkins to Brighton, to commence a new 
cause; but his removal was strongly opposed 
by the church and congregation, and they did 
everything they could to retain his services, 
and told him they believed the hand of God 
was not in his removal. The people at 
Brighton were still with him, as the "widow 
with the unjust judge,'' until they obtained a 
promise from him that he would go there. On 
Lord's-day, the 6th instant, he said, "Finally, 
brethren, farewell." On the Monday follow
ing a few friends met in the chapel for tea; 
after which, they presented a small testimo
nial, as a token of their affection for him. 
Peace and love reigned until the close. "We 
part in body, not in mind." Our minds con· 
tinue knit together by the principle of hea
venly love. If the removal be of God, it will 
prosper. We are looking to the hand of the 
God of Bethel. We hope for the best ; and 
that a gracious effusion of the Holy Spirit 
may be vouchsafed to brother W., and that he 
may be very successful in gathering in God's 
elect, redeemed, and quickened people. We 
know "it is not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." The 
Saviour, who has given his Holy Spirit to his 
church, alone can give the man. "I will 
give you pastors after mine own heart." 

May we, dear brother, in preaching a Sav
iour crucified, feel much of the Master's pre
sence, and while we are feeding the flock of 
God, feed on the true manna; so prays, yours 
in Christ Jesus, WM. WoonsTocx. 

Leighton Buzzard, April 15. 

ZION CHAPEL, SOMEES TOWN. 

TnE annual tea meeting of Zion Chapel, 
Goldington Crescent,' Somers Town, was held 
as usual on Good Friday. By 5 o'clock, there 
was a good company. Shortly after 5, Mr. 
James Nunn took the chair; and I must say, 
there was something very pleasing, to see 
between 300 and 400 persons with smiling 
countenances, as they were talking together 
d!'-ring tea time. There appeared, indeed, 
kmdness of disposition, union of feeling, and 
association of interest in the one object for 
wHch they were met - the haJ?piness and 
union of God's people. There 1s a feeling 
pleasure in seeing the Lord's people happy; 
and, as for as external appearances speak, 
/both at the tea meeting and the public meet
mg, when the chapel was liter1tlly full), we 
never saw a company with more peaceful 
pleasure on their countenances; speakers, 
hearers, and singers, nil appeared to be happy, 
and it is acknowledaed to be one of the best 
meetings held at Zi';,n, Messrs. Jenkin, Fil-
man, Attwood, Brake, Sack, and Searle, were 
engaged in the service of the evening. There 
appeared to be life, Jove and liberty in their 
speeches. The singers, w h,, had practised " 

few piece~, interspersed them between the 
speeches, which made it very cheerful and 
pleasing. 

Mr. George Firman, at the closing of his 
speech, stated that as he was walking the day 
before, and thinking of the meeting, he re
membered hearing a child once sing a song, 
entitled, "I won't be a Nun!" from which 
circumstance he was led to write a few verses; 
and by the permission of the friends he would 
read the following lines: 

In Rome there are orders and forms not a few; 
Popes, Cardinals, Bishops, Priests, and Priest-

esses too ; [ run ; 
Some high and some low, as their orders may 
Abbots, Vicars and Abbesses, down to a Nun. 
In Protestant England, I'm sorry to name, 
The High Church, in spirit, is nearly the 

i:an.me; 
But Zioniteshere with such follies have done; 
Save one grand exception-they must have, a 

Nunn. 

Here sex, as distinction, is all laid aside; 
The term ( or name) is the motto by which we 

abide; [ sun, 
For the office most noble known under the 
Is most hon'rably filled, and maintained by a 

Nunn. 
Hereon gratulations most fervent arise, 
By friends reassembled, whose hearts fraternize 
In sweetest emotions, united as one, [:N" unn. 
To present to the church, and its minister, 
Those who now are seeking salvation to gain, 
Which merits nnd duties can never obtain 
By all your good work, or your righteousness 

done; 
But free-grace alone, as proclaimed by a Nunn. 
May you as a church have that best of all 

peace ; [increase, 
In Spirit, in love, wealth and numbers, 
With your belov'd pastor, and when his work·s 

done, 
Provide you a Joshua, the son of a Nunn. 
May you, my dear brother, be by heaven 

upheld, [ shield 
To spread wide the banner of grace as tho 
Of that church, you its pastor, in covenant 

one, 
To shout Jesus'praises, a much-honored Nunn. 

The reading of which produced a good deal of 
cheerful fee!ina. At the close of the speeches 
Mr. Nunn, a~ Chairman, summed up the 
whole by a f,w, yet very appropriate, ideas. 
The meeting then closed, the amount from the 
ten (heiug voluntary) and collections, being 
£22 16s. 

SALEM CHAPEL, COGGESHALL. 

DEAR BROTHER llANKs.-Knowing you are 
glad to see the grace of God manifest in the 
hearts of poor sinners, I drop you a line for 
the VESSEL. I do love to "rejoice with them 
that do rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep.'' You know something of our weep
ings, and I desire you should know something 
of our rejoicings. The dear Lord is blessing 
his little flock at our S1tlem, Coggeshall. On 
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WELCOME TEA MEETING, Lord's-day, March 80th, our pastor Mr. 
Collis, bRptised four believers on a pro/ession 
of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ-one nRADFORD, WILT~, 
female, and three males. Our sister dates ON Thursdoy the 3r_d of Apnl. our ~eloved 
her first impressions from some solemn words pastor, Mr. W. llawk_ms retumed to his homo 
that foll from our pastor's lips in one of his and t~e people. of his. charge; t~1e members 
sermons, when, speaking of the hardening nnd f11~nds weie ~mnou•~~ longmg t? we.I, 
nature of sin. he said, "Some of you seem to come_ him, a!'d t,hernfore a11anged "· soc111) tea 
get gospel-hardened : you come and go, and me~tmg at _six o clock, the dny of !us arnval, 
go and come, and no impression seems to be ?lll school rnom was full, !Ind a lovely even. 
made on your sin-hardened hearts. and liv- mg pastor and people enJob~d, fervent and 
ing and dying in such a state as this, where warm were the prayers th~t' IS rec?v!1?. may 
God is you can never come." Blessed be be co~fitmed, a1:1d the Lo1d ~ blessm0 nchly 
God ! there is nothing too hard for him. 1

1 
experienced, wh1!~ rnuc!t gratitude was exp1·es

Two of our brothers were father and son-a , se~ for the very kmd md our Pf!Stor. had re
pleasing sight to see. A verJ pleasing ac- I ce1!e~ from the church of God m ~1s heavy 
count could be given of these, but your space ! affliction. At the clo~e of the mee_tmg, a vote 
will not allow it. Suffice it to say, it is a: of tha1:1ks, was unammously earned. to Mrs. 
fulfilment of the Word of life. ,, There shall ~awk_ms and the ~eacons for the efli~ient way 
be one of a city, and two of a family." The m '!h1ch the pulpit_ had been supplied, and 
other brother tbe Lord has done great things affairs managed durmg our pastors absence. 
for. He Wllll with the Wesleyan• for six or I J. E. 
•even years, sat d?wn at the table with_ them, SHOWERS OF DIVINE GOODNESS ON 
and at the same time knew not what 1t wa■ 
~o feed . on gospel thin_gs, but was boun~ up \ DERBYSHIRE HILLS. 
m the ignorance of ~1s own heart, until he I ON Lord's-day morning, as I was walking 
came _to hear Mr. Collis,. 9:11d then he, by the , towards the Baptist Chapel, Charlesworth, 
teachmg of the Holy Spmt, learned the way . near Glossop, I saw crowds of people going to
more perfectly· . . j wards the chapel; as soon as I got to the spot, 

These, d_ear Sll',_are some_ of the bles~gs i the chapel was crammed full. A Mr. John 
the Lord. 18 blessmg us wit~. We believe I Roebuck, of Yorkshire, gave out that truly 
the Lord 1s wit_h us, an? h<: will sur~lf do us solemn hymn, 
good. There 18 real ~fe ~ the numstry of I "How great and solemn is the work !" 
the ~ ord, and there 1s life at. our prayer- I And presently an aged man goes up into the 
meetmgs. We !tave . fello_ws~p w1~~ our i pulpit, and took for bis text, "Why baptiseth 
God, and communion ;-;,1t~ his sam?'. Bless thou?" He first shewed why the Baptist did 
the Lord, 0 mr soul. 1S the destre of one baptise; secondly, Why they did be.ptise by 
the least des_en':Ilg of all that have a name dipping; and thirdly, Why they baptised none 
and a Jllace m his house. T. Rowu.NDs. but believers only. After the sermon, the 

.April 19. blessed hymn was given out, 
"Ashamed of .Jesus! yes, I may," &c. 

OLD BAl'TIST CHAPEL, DUNSTABLE. And then Mr. Jesse Gwinnell led nine persons 
ON Lord's-day, March 23d, our pastor, Mr. down into the water and baptised them in as 
Carpenter, baptised four persons, upon con- solemn a manner as ever I saw. It was truly 
fession of their faith like the Eunuch of old good to be there. Many were affected to tears. 
testifying their belief that Jesus Christ is th; '• Two of. the persons baptised were from the 
Son of God. The text ta.ken for the occasion I MethodlSts, and one from the Independents. 
was from Ephes. vi. 17-" The sword of the l ')"e never ha~ such a day in Charlesworth 
Spirit, which is the Word of God." He : smce the Baptists have been here, 
dwelt, 1st, on the Spirit; 2nd, on the sword A CONSTANT READ!iB, 
of the Spirit; and 3rd, he shewed that the or
dinance of Believer's Baptism was founded on 
the Word of God. It was a most excellent, 
truthful discourse ; the Lord blessed it to 
many souls; and we can say we found it good 
to be there. The Triune Jehovah manifested 
his approbation of this much-despised ordi
nance, and again verified the truth of his 
Word, "Lo, I am with you alway." The 
acene at the ordinance was very impressive. 
Two of the candidates were daughters of Mr. 
Ruth, many years paBtor of tl,e Baptist 
Church e.t Eaton Bray; one being very young 
-not 16-attre.ctcd great attention. The 
Lord grant, !fit seem good i.n bis sight, that 
many a one m the.t throng (for the chapel was 
crowded to excess) who gazed upon her, may 
have to testify the.t there the Lord met with 
them, and pricked them i.n the heart and led 
them to cry out from heart-felt exp:rience
•' God be merciful to me a sinner." 

FARNBOROUGH, KENT. 
MY DEAR BROTHER BANKS. - Grace, 

mercy and peace be with you from God the 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. I am re• 
quested to write you, to return our most 
grateful thanks lo you for all favors you have 
shewn to us as a few of the Lord's people ~t 
Farnborough; more so, as the instrument 1n 
the Lord's hand in ,ending amongst us our 
good friend and brother Nicholas; be has 
•poken the Word of life amongst us since the 
second Lord's-day in December. I humbly 
trust there has been a union of soul felt 
amongst us. The church has given. Mr, 
Nicholas an invitation to take the oversight, 
which he has very_ kindly responde<l to. 
May the Lord bless the ministry of our dear 
brother Nicholas; may souls be a<l~ed to ua, 
such as are saved with an everlastm,I? salva· 
tion. H. SMITH, 
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[WE give the following for two reasons-first (To the Eddto,- of Ear-then Ve,sel) 
-in hope it may lead to the finding out of DEAR Srn,-I have this day attended at 
some liLtle Dethcl where God'• truth is pro- Earl St. London Road, a very neat place of 
claimed in the midst of Manchester'• many I worehip, opened by Mr. C6rnford, in the Bap
thousands, and hundreds of thousands-and I tist connextion; a clever young man, who 
secondly, if no such place be there, we I has been a missionary. But I find there is a 
should be fleased to know this note is in- , difference in his Bible and mine, and I write 
atrnmenta in stirring up some of the Lord's , you upon the question in dispute. The minis
anointed ones, again to unite together for ter expressly said in his sermon about elec
the proclamation of the Gospel in these tion, that "we a,-e ele!Jted when we a,-e cm,
parts. While we thus write, we have a 'ver-ted." I find by my Bible, we were elected 
conviction that to find a faithful, powerful, long before we were born. What a pity that 
efficient, and devoted minister of Christ, a man, with so many abilities, should be al
adapted for Manchester, is indeed, a most lowed to get up to mislead the people 
difficult task. The fact is,'. the great bulk ! I believe this half and half preaching the 
of our ministers are far behind the age in i Word the greatest curse that possibly can 
which they live; while the Manchester , come upon a city; calling upon the dead to 
folk, are onward a-head. There is another come to life as if they had power without the 
point. It is hardly a question with us, if Spirit of God, I very much question whether, 
some who profess the gospel in that large in all the Word of God, we arn justified in 
city, have not fearfully wounded the Re- calling upon dead sinners to come to life. I 
deemer ip the house of his friends; and he look upon the minister of the word's duty 
has left them to reap that which they have solely to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
sown; but, we add no more now. Our lay the sinner low in the dust, we have no
thoughts of Manchester are many and deep thing to do with the conversion of sinners, 
-our desires for the prosperity of Zion that is God's work. Only let us aim to exalt 
there, none can fully describe. To know ; the Redeemer; to preach him as having fin
that the Lord had set a Watchman on the ' ished the work of salvation ; as having paid 
walls there, would be joyful news indeed; the debt, and made an end of sin; and brought 
and we do not despair, although our faith in an everlasting righteousness, and I am 
has long been tried.-En] quite sure the Lord will not lose his own 

( m th Ed •t f th E th TT 1 ) sheep. He will not let one perish for want 
.1..0 e i or o e ar en r esse . of means. 

D1ua Srn,-Having been a constant reader Oh, for more faith, to see that salvation, 
of your valuable and well-conducted mis- from first to la•t, is all of sovereign grace. It 
cella,:y for some time past, and having gained was only the other day that I heard one of 
much pleasing information therefrom, I can- these free-will men making a mock of one of 
not help contrasting the writings and preach- Toplady's hymns, and if all the hymns of the 
ings of the present day therewith; and am free-will writers were put together they would 
ready to cry out with astonishment, that it is prove a cypher compai·ed to that precious 
high time the ambassadors of Christ should verse-
awake from their slumbers, and buckle on " I to the end shall endure, 
the whole armour of God, to plough up the As sure as the earnest is given: 
Arminianism of the present day. Really it is More happy, but not more secure 
fearful to think to what an extent the un- The glorified spirits in heaven." 
erring word of truth is mangled and trampled Oh, that we had more such men as Toplady, 
upon in this great city (Manchester). We Owen, Romain, and others, to exalt the Lord,
formerly had one in Oldham Street who buttheyarenearlyallgoneoutoftheway. We 
sounded the gospel trumpet, but through have, now-a-days, a different kind ofpreach
some mismanagement, not his, I believe, he ing, nothing but do, do, do,-instead of all 
has removed to some distant part, where it done, dm,e, done. I firmly believe when we 
has pleased our blessed Lord to place him. come to die, nothing then will avail but the 
Now, Mr. Editor, with great respect for our dying work of Christ, our Saviour. 
Bntish Baptist Churches, I am not aware of Your constant reader, HoNBSTY, 
any other church upon earth who contends so 
ear!ie•tly for that blessed but much despised [Our friend "Honesty" has been rambling. 
or_d1nance, believer's baptism, which will The •hings he speaks rf are verily so; the 
still continue to proclaim to the worlrl the vital savour, and the sterling truths of the 
g)orious gospel of Dill' blessed Lord and Sa- gospel, are rarelr to be found; and where 
V)O~t• Christ Jesus, which with many other they are, satau stirs up strife and dirision; 
d1vme things, might be mentioned as belonging and we cannot but sometimes tremble for 
to our Particular Baptist Churches; and when the ark, as Eli did. We advise" Houesty," 
I join the tci·m Particular, I say the church of in future, to keep fast by the fields of Boaz. 
~hrist cannot be too particular, in ascertain- -ED. 
ing previous to joining the church the nature 
nnc[ qualification of the members they are to 
l'Oceive. 1i'RANCIS w ilLACB, 

Gre•nho9s, Ma1tc1'ester, April 21st, 1866. 

"QUITE SPRING 'l'IME AT CLARE." 

"\VE are favoured to receive pleasant tidings 
, from this part of Suffolk. A correspondent 
, says, of our brother Pt>lls, "I hear him to 
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my •oul's satifaction; the word spoken by him 
seems so suitable and so relieving to my poor 
feeble soul. Our prayer-meetings are full, 
and our chapel is nearly full, and thiugs are 
looking well-

. Inrleed 't.is quite spring time at Clare, 
Since brother Pelis has preached there. 

The out.line of a sermon by Mr, Pelis we hope 
to gi,·e in Olli' next, 

MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, 

CHADWELL STREET, CLERKENWELL. 

ON Thursday evening, February 28th, our 
pastor, lllr Hazelton baptised four males, and 
five females rn the name of the Holy Trinity. 
Our brother Mote of Horsham, preached a 
good sermon on the occasion upon the spiri
tual signification of believer's baptism, from 
Romans vi. 4. "Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism into death, that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.,, 

Here Jesus still maintains his throne, 
And as his kingdom grows, 
Fresh honours shall adorn his crown 
And shame confound his foes. 

A VOICE OUT OF SUFFOLK. 

DEA.R Mll.. EnrToll.,-As a constant reader of 
your valuable periodical, I beg leave to write e. 
few words to you by way of encouragement, 
begging the great Head of the church to com
mand his blessing to rest upon your labours of 
love. I can assure you, clear Sir, that I hail 
your YES BEL with great delight for its rich 
cargo that it brings from a far country, the 
sweet spices of mercy for the wretched, free
grace for the miserable, balmy blood for the 
guilty, salvation for the lost, bread for the 
hungry, clothing for the naked, everlasting 
love for those that were at enmity, unchange
able love for those that are full of changes
with such rich stores as these who can perish? 
and, what endears it to my poor starving soul, 
its all free, "without money and without 
price;" it is suited to those that are so poor 
that there is not anything left, that have ex
perienced the holiness of God's righteous law, 
the fierceness of his wrath, the majesty of his 
justice, saying "Pay me what thou owest," 
and then the poor sinner goes in search for 
payment; but, alas ! instead of finding a 
sufficiency, he finds, to his great surprise, he 
has nothing; and where there is nothing it 
supposes a famine : "And there arose a 
mighty famine in the land," Well now, in 
this state he begins to be in want; but still 
there are e. few husks which the swine feed 
UJ)On, ~• will try and satisfy his hunger 
with e. little more creature doings but he 
?annot live he~e any longer. Well d.ow, what 
1B th~ •~suit I The scene is changed, his 
appetite_ 1s ~hanged, h\s thoughts are changed, 
his enmity 1s. turned mto love-his eyes are 
opened. ~IJl ea_r unstopped, his mouth 
•pew pie.inly, h1B heart breaks, his eyes 

overflow, his memory is renewed-in fact he 
has become another man-" Old things 'are 
passerl away, aud all things n.re become new" 
and in this renewed life he cannot live n~y 
longer with the swine of the world. Ily this 
operation of the Divine Spirit ho is brought to 
lnmself, n.nd now the language forced from 
his mouth, by reason of the cogitation of his 
heart, is, " I will, I will arise ! this won't do 
any longer; this land is loathsome-it stinck
eth; hero is famine and den.th. I will arise 
and go to Mount Zion, the place of mr, 
Father's abode, for there is plenty there ! ' 
So we see the poor man would not go tmtil he 
was me.de willing. Our great commanding 
Jehovah says, "They shall be me.do willing in 
the day of my power;" and I maintain that 
nothing short of the almighty power of God, 
who said, "Let there be light, and there was 
light," can bring the dead sinner into life, the 
dark sinner into light-the carnal sinner into 
spirituality, for we discover in the conversion 
of the above named, that though God the 
Spirit took him in hand, he wguld ·not resign 
until necessity compelled him to return. 
Human nature is so spoiled that it will not 
submit to the righteousness of Christ as long 
as it can rest in any part of the righteousness 
of the creature; they all must become as filtby 
rags before the sinner will give them up. In 
this state of feelings we are made glad of a 
free-grace gospel-not till then will any sin
ner love " the truth as it is in Jesus;" and I 
am happy to say such rich provision of free
grace your little VESSEL is le.den with from 
time to time, and I hope I may sa,r more so 
of late, since you have taken "A Little One" 
on board, for it is so full of discrimination, 
that it really separates the precious from the 
vile, debases human nature, and exalts our 
great Emanuel. But I find in the April 
VESSEL that a terrible blast is likely to come 
upon him. I hope this blast will not frighten 
and shake this " Little One," nor cause any 
mildew to come over him, as we know little 
ones are soon scared ; but I think this "Little 
One" will stand a strong blast, so I am in hopes 
he will weather the storm. I am not sure who 
this " Little One" is, but I have a near guess
ing. I have beard him in Suffolk, and his lan
guage betrays him; but he is very seldom down 
in this part, for we have so many pious parson•, 
and such safe-walking, self-keepmg folks, and 
such mongrel parsons, tbat they don't wish 
for such dangerous ministers, that preach such 
dangerous doctrines, so called; consequently, 
they won't take the trouble of sendin~ for 
him; I wish they would. And, dear sir, as 
you are wishing the "Little One" to give you 
a definition upon "the whole armour of God," 
I have a work by me which shews it very 
clearly to my satisfaction; and for an exa~ple 
I will give :rou an outline. In conclusion, 
the author ee.ys, "The believer has the tr11;th 
of God bound round his mind; hope in ChrIBt 
for an helmet upon his head ; faith upon 
Christ, for a shield to ward off' the devil•s fierJ 
darts; love to Christ, for a breastplate upon hie 
heart; the word of Christ, as a sword in h1she.nd, 
with which he fights; the two shoes of God 
the Father'a will and God the Spirit's power 
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aball b~ fi';ed up?n hi~ feet, b;r which h~ walks I tian syst_em, are. ignored among both the Non
to Christ, m Christ, with Christ; and with the conform1Bt bodies, to an extent which it is 
artillery of prayer pouring from his soul, the , awful to contemplate. The Crose has become 
devil may roar, the world may oppose, and an offence, even with those whose avowed 
the lleeh may resist, but he can ehout victor7 mission it is to preach and proclaim Cln-ist 
in the midst of tribulation, and when his and him crucified. Puseyism is not confined 
fightin_g d9:y• a_i·~ over he will possess within to the Church of . England. _ It is fearfully 
the vat! a hfe of JOY and peace. But I do not prevalent, though m some different form, in 
wish to bo beforehand with the ,; Little One," the pulpits of the two great Dissenting deno
for I hope he will give you his thoughts upon ruinations. The difference between the Pusey-
the same. Your's in tribulation's path, ism of the Church and Dissent is this-that in 

A LOVER OF FREE-G&A.CE. the former it assumes the shape of making the 
(Pray excuse a feeble worm.) Church and her ritualism everything; whereas 

Suffolk, .April 11th, 1856. among the Dissenters Negativism, if we may 
invent a word, is the idol which is set up. In 

NOTES AND SHORT REVIEWS. both cases the result is the same-a ban is put 
on all that is vital in the gospel. In many of 

A pamphlet, which has already run through 
several editions, has been published by Mr. 
Collingridge, City Press, Long Lane, entitled-
" The Controversy on Important Theological 

Questions; between the 'Eclectic Rev·i.ew,' 
the Rev. Newman Hall, Rev, Thoma• Bin
ney, and thirteen other ministers of the gos
pel, on the one side, and Mr. James Grant, 
Editor of the 'Morning Advertiser,' on the 
other.'' 
For years, we have repeatedly declared that 

in the great hulk of what is considered " the 
Gospel ministry of our Times,"-there was 
little, if any, spiritual discrimination; no pro
minent defence or development of old-fashion
ed Gospel doctrines-nothing like decision 
for the glorious Person, and perfect work of 
our Almighty Immanuel-God with us ! Nor 
scarcely any testimony borne to the Personal
ity and work of the Divine Spirit. But our 
feeble notes disturbed none of them. Recent
ly, however, the Morning Advertiser reviews 
the butterfly poetry of one of our metropoli
tan divines; and there discovers a quantity of 
wo~ds put together in the shape of rhyme ; 
entitled-" Hymns.for the Heart and Voice," 
but whether the author of these hymns was 
a believer in the essential, co-essential, 
~ternal, co-equal, the distinct, yet everlast
mgly united, Persons, Offices, Doctrines, 
Promises, and Blessings of the Great Cove
nant of Grace, or not, Mr. Grant could not 
tell. Albeit, the Editor of the Eclectic had pro
n?unced these Hymns " very good," and 
highly recommended them to the Christian 
Churches. This was a signal for the com
:encement of such a controversv as has not 

een ~nown la~ely. The. price of the pam
phlet 1s only six-pence. We recommend it 
to the notice of our readers; and if they 
are not already convinced that imbecility 
a?d cold formality, with either a direct or in
dtreot denial of almost all the saving truths of 
the _g~spel, is fast rolling in upon us as a 
Chhristian nation, this pamphlet will furnish 
t em with very painful proof. For the pre
~;nt, we only give a sentence or two from the 

Concluding Observations.'' 
1 bThe Editor of this pamphlot, in closing his 
a ours, says-

" The distinctive doctrines of the gospel
those which constitut.e the glory of the Chris-

our Dissenting pulpits the doctrine of the 
Atonement-the glorious sun of the gospel 
system-is preached with as much reserve as 
it is in Puseyite pulpits. We will go further 
than this. We speak from the evidence of 
our own eyes and ears; we but testify to what 
we have seen and heard, when we say, that 
even in the sermons of the most noted Trac
tarian clergy, the name and work of Christ 
are more frequently to be found, than in the 
pulpit ministrations of many Dissenting minis
ters, who have acquired some reputation 
among the bodies to whom they belong. In
stead of, like Paul, glorying in the Cross of 
Christ, they seem ashamed of the Cross. In
stead of being able to say with that holy and 
devoted servant of the Saviour, 'We preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus our Lord,' 
they do preach themselves. It is their own 
talents, or acquirements, as intellectual men, 
not the Person or the Work of the Redeemer, 
that they hold up to the admiration of their 
hearers. Wbo then shall wonder that there 
is so much coldness and lifelessness in our 
Dissenting Churches r" 

Again !-how true, how awfully true is 
this-

" We never hear, under the ministrations 
of these semi-Neologist Dissenting preachers, 
of any of their audience crying out as Petei's 
hearers did, 'What must we do to be saved?' 
No wonder, though everything deserving the 
name of piety is extinct in their congrega
tions-no wonder, though men go to hear 
them merelv from custom - no wonder, 
though the'ir congregations are getting 
smaller and smaller, until Nonconformity as 
a cause seems in danger of perishing entirely. 
All is cold, heartless, cheerless. Their places 
of worship are regions in which real religion 
not only cannot flourish in health and vigour, 
but regions in which it cannot exist. Never 
was evangelical religion, not merely as a sen ... 
timent of the heart, but also as a fruit to be 
shewn aud seen in the life, iu so low a state 
as it is at the preseut moment in the N oncon
formist bodies. There are, of course, many, 
we rejoice to say, very manv, blessed excep
tions ; but speaking generally, the picture 
we have drawn, dark and sombre as are its 
shades, is uuhappily true to the life, or, 
rather, exhibits too faithfully the spiritual 
death which prevails in our churches. 

" It is with a pain and sorrow we cannot 
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CHARLES STREET CHAPEL, 
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exprMs, that wo are compelled to add, that, 
so far, humanly speaking from seeing any 
prospect of a revival of religion amongst us, 
the future is clothed in the garb of a yet 
deeper gloom th· n the present. The ma
jority of the ,oung men who are studying in 
Independent· and Baptist Colleges, are more 
or less tinctured with the Neological heresy. 
They have drunk more or kss deeply of the 
poison of German Rationalism. The inspira
tion of the Scriptures, if not absolutely and 
explicitly denied, is explained away in such a 
manner, as to make it in reality no inspira
tion at all. And we need not say, that once 
the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures is 
given up, the whole Christian scheme falls to 
the ground." 

We have several controversial articles for
warded this month. "A Little One's•• views, 
on some points, are closely canvassed; but,
although we wish every good man freely to 
speak his mind on disputed points,-we cannot 
consent to fill the pages W1th articles of this 
kind ; and filled to the brim we should be if 
Mr. Gosling's second paper,-" A blast,'' and 
some others had been inserted. We will 
give them as quickly as the appointed space 
will admit. 

The late Mr. William Tuffnell. - Mr. 
.Josiah Cowell, of Chelmsforu, has recently 
written a most interesting volume of " Glean
i,.gs" from the Life and Letters of the late 
Mr. William Tuffnell. We have enjoyed 
this pithy memoir; and hope to furnish our 
readers with a more extensive notice of it 
:next month. 

"The Millenium."-Mr. W. Palmer, the 
pastor of the Baptist Church at Homerton, 
has written and published-(through Roul
ston and Stoneman,) No. l, of" PLAIN PAl'ERs 
ON THE MILLENNIUM." we know of no 
man better qualified to write on Theological 
questions than Mr. Palmer is; and although 
we may not be able to come with him to the 
same conclusions, yet, we believe, some good 
will arise from the comprehensive a.nd de
cidedly talented manner in which he enters 
upon this new series of papers. We hope to 
watch him closely, and to avail ourselves of 
some of the results of his extensive research. 
A deep conviction bas long been concealed in 
our feeble spirit respecting " THE MILLEN
NIUM." We believe the subject tc, be full of 
the sweetest comfort, unto the Church of 
Christ, but we are standing back to see what 
all these penmen write thereon. We may, 
some day, have our turn. 

We have a bundle of beautiful books
headed '' Hawker's Sermons and Tract,;'' 
re-printed at the Bonmahon Industrial Print
ing School, and published b;r W. H. Colling
ridge; and by sending to him you can have 
sixty sorted, post-free, for five-shillings. The 
world and the chW'ch, too, will soon be full 
of books ;-we must indeed, teach and induce 
the people to read more than ever, or ow· 
prolific printers must stand etill awhile. 'l'hese 
tract• are all first-rate. 

WE spent a pleasant and profitable even
ing,. l\fonday April 21st, in the above quiet 
and happy little sanctuary. It was the 
annual meeting of the Sunday School. The 
chapel was nearly filled with a must cheerful 
assembly ; and the pastor, brother Attwood, 
was surrounded by a large number of intel
ligent and devoted men, who, by their ad
dresses and exertions are evidently a great 
blessing to the place. We give the following 
note as given to us by one of the members. 

"DEAR BROTHER BANKS, - ON Sunday 
evening, February the 24th., our beloved 
pastor, Mr. T. Attwood, of Charles Street 
chapel, baptised four persons; among them 
were one of his sons and his wife. We had a 
solemn sermon from Mark xi. 28; and on the 
following Sabbath five were received into full 
communion with us. Oh, that this may be 
but the beginning of good days, and all praise 
shall be given to the Lord of hosts. The 
chapel was crowded. On Monday April 21st, 
we had a tea meeting on behalf of the Sabbath 
school, when from 90 to 100 sat down to tea; 
after which, more assembled, when brethren 
Ashburn, Stenson, Wimper, C. W. Bank,, 
Ballard, and Rayment addressed the meeting 
upon the duties, difficulties, encouragement,, 
and end in view of the Sabbath School Teacher. 
I believe all present could say from the heart, 
it was good to be there." E. A. B. 

CLAIIB, SUFFOLK. 
ON Tuesday, April 22nd, the friends at the 
Baptist Chapel held a social tea meeting; 
about 120 persons were present. The ob
ject of the meeting was two-fold : first, to 
congratulate our brother Pelis in coming t_o 
settle in our midst, and to express our grati
tude to the great Head of the church, who is 
crowning his labours with abundant success. 
Another object in view was, to encour~ge 
our young friends who are taking an actl ve 
part in the Sabbath-school. When our 
brother Pelis first came, not only was the 
cause very low, but the Sabbath-school had 
dwindled away to almost nothing .. Our 
good brother solicited help, young friends 
came nobly forward to assist, so that we 
have a nice little band of teachers and up· 
wards of 40 children. .After tea we bad a 
very comfortable meeting-openeu by sing
in~ and prayer. Brother Ince stated the 
obJects of the meeting, snd brother Pelis 
called on brother Barnes, of Glemsford, who 
addressed the meeting in a Yery able manner, 
to the comforting of many souls; he alsr 
gave some wholesome advice to our youtbfu 
minister to which he cheerfully responded, 
and expressed his gratitude for t~e same; 
and after having addressed_ the audience_ fo_ 
some time, our happy meeting c)osed by sin!n 
ing and prayer. On the following afterud.d 
the children had their treat, when we 1 

our utmost tu interest the youthful race. 
J. BAUD. 
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BAPTISMAL REGENERATION DENIED. 

THE NEW DIRTH DEFINED. 

AMONGST the mnny '.very beautiful and 
blessed doctrines of the sacred Scriptures, 
how mutilated do we find many of them ! 
Scarcely did the words which fell from the 
dear Redeemer fly on their mission, but 
they were caught, and, with that ingenuity 
known to men of fallen state, they wrapped 
around them the cloak of materialism, 
which has ever since been a source of con
tention and dispute between the Church of 
God and the world. It is so even in the 
ordinance of Baptism. Men who search 
not the Scriptures, and who do not look to 
the testimony of God's Word alone for 
their wisdom, have been grossly misled 
into the doctrine of so called "Baptismal 
regeneration;" and so tenaciously do they 
hold the doctrine, that to attempt to per
sunde them to the contrary would be al
most impossible. However, let us just 
glance at that very importnnt dogma
REGENERATION, The word, as translated 
in our English version, regeneration, only 
occ.urs twice, and is mentioned under 
peculiar circumstances. At one time, 
Peter, after professing that he had for
saken all things to follow Jesus, asks Him 
what they were to expect, or look for, as 
their reward ; Jesus replies, " Verily I say 
unto you, That ye which have followed me, 
in the regenerat-ion when the Son of Man 
shall sit in the throne of bis glory, ye 
also shnll sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel." (Matt. xix. 28.) 
Jesus, in this verse, declares the reward the 
disciples should have in a futtll'e period 
in the regeneration, or it may be under
stood to refer especially to the revolution 
and restoration of all things to order ; for 
as the term signifies the new birth by 
grace, it could not possibly be applied to 
Christ ; for Christ was not born again ; 
nnd in no proper sense could it be said 
that they had followed Him in the new 
birth. The words of Jesus evidently show 
that they had particular reference to au 
universe.I birth, when the dead should rise ; 
when those that sleep in Jesus, and those 
that a.re in the arms of the wicked one, 
should come forth from their graves ; when 
the sun and moon should be turnecl into 
blood, and the earth melt with fervent 
heat. Then should the twelve disciples 
sit on twelve thrones, judging the tribes of 
Israel. _ 

Vor .. XII.-No. 130. -· 

But let us come to the second pas
sage, to which our attention is more 
particularly required. It is found in the 
Epistle to Titus iii. 5. "Not by work., nf 
righteousness which we have done, but ac
cording to his mercy he .,aved 11s, by the 
washing nf regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost." In this last passage we have 
the word " washing" presented ; and it is 
on this that baptismal regeneration takes 
its start. But this is an ancient error, by 
which it was held that the spiritual prin
ciple is so connected with the material 
principle, as to be in some way dependent 
upon it. 

This was evidently the ground of the 
belief that the principle of holiness was 
derivable, and was derived, from the cere
mony or ordinance of Baptism : the thjng 
signifying was put in the place of the thing 
signified; thus it was believed and main
tained that the quality and faculty of holi
ness were, by the special act of God, 
imparted to the water with which the cere
mony was performed, and then that the 
quality and faculty of holiness, so held by 
the water, was imp811:ed to and retained 
by the persons who underwent this cere
mony. But this doctrine is contravened 
and exploded by the simple.facts that are 
presented by the cases of so many bap
tized persons ; when the case is brought 
to the sure test, which Christ himself es
tablished, which test is comprised in these 
words, "Ye shall know them by their 
fruit." Look at our county gaols, the race
course; see, are they not all be.ptized per
sons? It must be obvious to every careful 
reader of the W oo;d of God, to every one 
that is born of the-Spirit, and knows the 
power of grace in his soul, that to be re
newed by an inward washing of the blood 
of Christ, applied to the soul and con
science of the individual, under the opera
tions of the quickening Spirit of life, is the 
true meaning of this latter passage. It is 
the Divine implantation of the Holy 
Spirit in the soul. l\Ie.n, in his first state, 
is deep in the quarry of Nature, seeking 
the pleasures of this world, and delighting 
in them, far from Goel ancl truth, an enemy 
to Him by wicked works, loving the works 
of dal'imess rather than light, and going 
astray speaking lies, one continual and 
progressive course of enmity against God. 

G 
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This is the description that the Holy Ghost 
gives of evei:y sinner in bis sins; and such 
has been the condition of ewry sttint: all 
lrnve sinned, and come short of the !\lory 
of God. 

Deep in the rubbish of the :Fall lies some 
unconcerned sinner; he has no hoppy 
thoughts of God; in bis soul he has never 
desired the ways of God, nor loved to meet 
with His children in humble prayer; but 
laughed them to scorn, poured contempt 
on God's most holy "' ord, and shunned 
the sight of every follower of Jesus, and 
in every sense dead to God. Dut while we 
were yet in our sins, Christ died for us. 
He feels at times deep remorse overshadow 
his dark benighted mind, but as yet cannot 
find any exact cause. He looks retro~pec
tively on the path of wickedness be has 
trodden; he is permitted to look within; 
the deep depravity of his walk causes him 
to reflect ; he can see, in lines written 
indelible, his own character-" Dead in 
trespasses and sins: ":tthen, finding himself 
under the curse of God's law, be reads the 
fiery sentence, " Cursed is he that con
tinuetb not in all things that are written in 
the Book of the Law to do them." It is 
the work of tl1e Spirit to convince the 
sinner of sin ; for him to feel bis lost and 
undone state is the first work of the new 
birth. " Ye must be bom again," said the 
Divine teacher, for unless ye are born 
again, ye cannot enter the kingdom of 
God: ye must be regenerate. It is the 
Divine communication of the Holy Spirit, 
imparting pardon through the blood of 
Christ. 

The soulth at has felt its lost and ruined 
condition, and has been under the Law as 
his schoolmaster, desires earnestly for a 
manifestation of God as a witness of his 
forgiveness, and this is made known to 
him, sooner or later. He is then a renewed 
man, having passed from death unto life. 
Being born again of the Spirit, we set up 
no standard, nor can we go through the 
trials and temptations, the buffetings, the 
wrestlings, that be passes through. But 
he is now regenerate; he is clean through 
the word that was spoken; he has a soul 
aspiring to God ; a hope for future bliss ; 
a heart for the ways and people of God; 
a mind imbued with heavenly treasure. 

To be regenerate is to have felt the 
cleansing efficacy of the blood of Jesus, to 
be chosen of the Father before the world 
began, and sanctified by faith through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is what we under
stand by the Scripture term regeneration; 

but we will conclude on~· present pnper, 
and on some future occasion clo~e what we 
have here only glanced at. 1N. R JARRETT, 

Bl'lwboth, Tunbridge Wells, 

MAZZARO'l'H ; 
on, TIIE 

TWELVE SIGNS IN THE BIBLICAL 
HEAVENS. 

( Continued from page 103.) 

Tms month of 1\fay is a busy one in out
door work. I hope it is my good ~foster 
that calls me to so much labour, that I 
cannot find a day to sit down diligently to 
ponder my precious boon. Prejudice, per
secution, and poverty, have joined hands 
and laboured bard to stop both my pen 
and my preaching, but still I am sus
tained, and more than ever am I favoured 
to feel a holy love to the Gospel of Jesus, 
and sweet liberty in giving forth all I can 
find in that grand and glorious mystery 
which the Spirit reveals to the ransomecl 
sheep of heaven. I could not, last month, 
finish Reuben's history ; therefore, if my 
reader will walk a little way with me, we 
will further notice what the Scripture saith 
of him. We left Reuben pleading with 
Jacob, and endeavouring to obtain permis
sion that Benjamin might go down to 
Egypt, as J osepb had desired. After this, 
there is a silence as regards this man. His 
name is not mentioned in connection with 
Benjamin going to Joseph, nor Joseph's 
reception of the sons of Jacob the second 
time. How true it is, that many who are 
most busy in Zion's 011/warcl matters, see 
but little, say but little, seem to know but 
little of her prevalence, her inwarcl power, 
and her precious spiritual intercourse with 
the Lord our God! A patient endumnce of 
trials, is the effect of real grace ; and "to 
them who, by patient co11ti1111ance in welt 
doing, seek for glory, and honour, and im
mortality;" to them belongeth eternal 
life. Patience is a beautiful frnit of the 
Spirit-it is a special gift of Heaven. It 
has two weeping eyes : it looks with an eye 
of grief and sorrow on all the Bins and 
transgressions of its life, and weeps with 
bitter repentance; it looks with an eye of 
faith unto Jesus, the poor wretrhed sinner's 
friend, and weeps with earnest prayer; nncl 
in this pathway of soul-trouble it findeth 
that "tribulation worketh patience, nnd pa-• 
tience, experience,",-an experience wJ,ich 
gives birth to a h, ,pe-a hope that brings 
no shame with it, because the love of Goel, 
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coming from Himself, and carrying tl,e soul 
np to Himself, enables it to cast all its 
cares nnd sorrows upon Him who has said, 
" Come unto me, all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you REST," 

Now, whether Reuben was the subject 
of this grace of patience is not yet clear; 
but one thing is plain,-Reuben laboured, 
but Judah entered into his labours. More 
of' this, when we consider J udah's case 
and character. 

The next time we meet with Reuben's 
name is in the cato.logue of J acob's family, 
when he and his came into Egypt. The 
account which the inspired penman gives 
of this part of the narrative is so full of 
mercy, so big with all the new-covenant 
glories and matchless grace of J acob's God, 
that I would fain dwell upon it a long 
time. This, with me, is impossible; hut 
who would not like to have a life-like pic
ture of that scene, that series of wonder
ful events, when " Joseph made himself 
known ,into his bretl.,.en ! " when Joseph 
said, " Doth my father yet live ? " when he 
said," Come near to me, I pray you!" and 
when he preached that beautiful sermon to 
them,-taking · his stand upon the ground 
of relationship, - pointing to their dire 
necessities, arising out of the famine, and 
then, looking to Heaven, and acknowledg
ing the Divine Sovereignty and bountifully 
munificent wisdom and goodness -of God, 
he said, "I ani Joseph, yo111· brothei·, whom 
ye sold into Egypt. Now, therefore, be not 
grieved, nor angry with yourselves, FOR 
GoD DID SEND lllE BEFORE you TO PRE
SERVE LIFE-" Then the springs of holy 
joy and of natural affection flowed in such 
vast abundance in his heart, that it leo.ped 
with an almost unrestrained emotion once 
more to see and embrace bis dear and nged 
sire, so be broke out, "Haste ye, and go up 
to my fathei·, and say unto him, Thus 
saitb thy son Joseph, GoD hath made me 
/o,.d of all Egypt, COME DOWN UNTO llIE
tarry not. And thou shalt dwell in the 
land of Goshen, aud thou shalt be near 
unto me, nnd there will L nourish thee." 
Then he fell on Benjamin's neck, and 
kissed and cried; then he embraced .them 
all; "and aftei· that his b,-ethren talked with 
him." An old martyr once said of Christ 
-(drawing the figure from this type)
" He is a very tender-hearted Joseph; and 
though He speak roughly to his brethren, 
and handle them hardly, yes, and threaten 
grievous bondage to his best beloved 
Benjamin, yet ]-le cannot contain Himself 
from weeping with us, ancl upon us, and, 

falling on our necks, cloth love us with a 
most vehement love." Before ,Joseph 
charges home his brethren's faults upon 
them, he causes every man to go out; 
he will not expose his brethren before 
strangers. And 1Wercei· thinks .Joseph 
never did tell his father of his bretbren's 
cruelty, for, if he hRd, Jacob would not 
have forgotten it in bis dying words. It 
was a quaint saying of a godly man, "It 
is wisdom, when you plaister the wounds 
of others, to clap your hand on the place, 
that the world may be none the wiser." 

Like J oseph's brethren, T have done wrong 
in many ways (not wilfully) ;-but, oh! 
what cruelty have I experienced at the 
bands of some. Instenll of praying for, 
advising with, and trying to help, some, 
whose names I should not be afraid to 
mention, have made it their trade to ad
vertise, and to exaggerate my sorrows. 
Were I to open my heart on these matters, 
I think I could remove much prejudice, 
and clip the tongues of many idle talkers ; 
but there is a time for everything, and the 
time for that thing is not yet come. No, 
no. Let us leave such, and look and listen 
agnin to Joseph. One word, and I must 
be gone. He said, "I am Joseph!" A 
curious, but correct, old commentator, says, 
" At , the bearing of that word, ' I nm 
J osepb,' what a strange conflict of con
trary passions must have fallen out in 
the hearts of J osepb's brethren ! . Won
der, doubt, reverence, fear, hope, guiltiness, 
joy, and grief, must all have struck their 
hearts at once." And shall it not be so with 
the Jews at their glorious conversion, when 
they shall bear, "I am Jesus of Na=areth, 
whom ye persecuted a11d pierced 1" But, 
he not only said," I nm Joseph! "-but, 
" I am you,- brother! " Joseph is not 
ashamed to call them brethren. Christ is 
not; at the great day, He will not, be 
uslrnmed to call them "b,-ethren_" An old 
mother in Israel. once took greut c0m
fort from this. She snid, "He that was 
willingly judgecl for me, will surely give 
no hard sentence nguinst me; therefore we 
may sny to Him, us Ruth saill to Boaz
' Spread thy skirt over me, Joi· thou ai-t a 
near kinsman.'" There is a two-fold know
ledge thrown by Joseph, as it were, into 
the minds of his brethren-he brings up 
a conviction, or powerful recollection, of 
their cruel treatment, of their sinful con
dition ; then he reveals to them his bro
therly heart, and opens to them bis boun
tiful hand. Old Master Bradfor,l would 
say-" Get God's law as a glass to look in; 
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so sbttlt thou see thy fonl face, llnd dirty 
self.'' Bnt, if there be no other glnss to 
look in, woe nnto us Rll ! Christ made some 
cye-s!llve, "He spat on the ground, !l11Lt 
made clay of the spittle, and ho anointed 
the eyes of the blind man; and then snid, 
' Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.'" This 
signified a knowledge of Christ by the 
word which proceedeth out of his mouth, 
an,l also a knowledge of ourselves, who, 
being of the earth, we know nothing but 
earthly things, until Christ anoint our 
eyes, nn~ send us to wash in the waters of 
a Gospel or God-sent ministry ; then, we 
shall see and know both sides se.vingly, for 
to know onr misery without Christ, breed
eth despere.tion; while a knowledge of 
Christ, without a sense of our vileness, will 
often lead to presnmption. We want the 
spittle and the clay- Christ's Word, and 
the waters of a true living ministry; then 
our knowl~dge will be profitable anu plea
sant to the soul. 

From the moment of writing this, I 
stand engaged to preach and travel, for 
several weeks, at the rate of ten times 
per week. I am far from well. I hare 
sickness in my house, and increasing 
trials around. It may be I shall not be 
able to write more; but, if the Lord ~ill 
uphold and bless me, I will take my Bible, 
uook, nnd pencil, and as I journey on, and 
look upon Zion's cities, and meditate upon 
the l\faster's Word: I will endeavour still to 
lie useful by making notes of all I see, and 
hear, and know, ihat may appear good for 
the poor of the flock. These notes will be 
found under tbe beading," THE CHUllCHES 
OF CHRIST, A~D THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST." 

Tims would I desire to prove myself, in 
some lmmule measure, 

Your useful and industrious servant, 
CHAS. WATERS BANKS. 

:!\.B.-Next month I hope to finish 
Renl,en, anu get further on. 

EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS. 
LETTER XXIY. 

}.[y Goon TnEoPnILva.-You know that 
it is written that many 1.Je called, but few 
chosen. Upon this solemn and discriminat
ing Scripture I wish to say a few words, both 
that you may understand the same and be 
stirred up to seek more and more to make 
yot~· calling au<l election sure. 

:\ow it is a self-e,~dent and solemn truth 
that the IV or,l of God takes, without the special 
gmce ,f the llol!I Ghost, such a strong hold 
upon the consciences of thousands as to 
turn them religious, and they delude them
selves into the notion that they am born of 

God, when at the Sllme time theyllre not born 
of Goel. They enter in nt tho wide gnto or 
general profession, and walk in tho broad wny 
of professed uniyersnl charity. The doctrine 
of duty-faith is just tlmt doctdne which sets 
men down for Christians tlmt nre not Cht·ls. 
tians; and you, my good Theophilus, will 
find that these duty-faith men, when they go 
a little way with you in your tribulatory ex
periences, soon contrndict it all again, and 
thus show their ignornnce of the new co
venant ministry of the Holy Ghost. These 
men tell us that all is of grace, that God 
alone can quicken the soul, llnd often in the 
same sermon tell us, that if a man be lost it 
is his ownfault, thus holding that there is a 
chosen people, and the rest might' be saved if 
they would; whereas nobody wishes to be 
lost. All are willing to be saved; but it is not 
that kind of willingness that accompanies 
salvation, 

Now, my goou Theophilus, such men make 
the Word of God contradict itself; and then 
say they arc not bound to reconcile it; but 
where, in all the Word, is their authority fot· 
making the Holy Spirit of God contradict 
Himself? · 

What kind of a Will would that be which 
should contradict itself? What attorney 
would risk his credit in drawing up such 11 
Will? Would it not be utterly impossible for 
executors to act upon such a Will? and is 
not eternal salvation a matter entirely of 
God's good-will? and is not his will call eel 
his testament, or covenant? and is not this 
testamental will, or covenant, ordered Jn all 
things, and su,·e ? and yet these duty-faith 
men advocate what they themselves acknow
ledge to be a contradiction; and then say 
they are not bound to i-econcile it. This 
is what they say; but the general tone of the 
Word of God is quite after another order of 
things. The Apostle Paul felt bound to re
concile Law and Gospel, and to show that so 
far from faith making void the Law, it 
(faith) receives the Saviour as the end of the 
Law for righteousness, Christ having fulfilled 
and established the Law, Here is no contra
diction-all is harmonious; and so with the 
attril.Jutes of God, mercy and truth meet to
gether, righteousness and peace have kissed 
c:ich other; as also between the Old and the 
New Testament dispensation, There exists no 
contradiction-the one being taken away th,1t 
the other may be established; but if the two 
dispensations attempted to exist together, then 
there would be contradictions; but one no 
longer exists as a dispensation, but only as a 
testimony; and the Apostle, in his Epistle to 
the Hebrews, shows how, as a testimony, but not 
as a dispensation-but how as a testimony it ac
corded with the New Testament dispensation. 

Fly, my good Theophilus, fly from such 
preachers and doctrines as make tlrn Word ?f 
God self-contradictory; and do thoci still 
sacredly hokl that all Scripture is given 
uy insp-ii·ation of God, and gives not an. U\1-
certain, but a certain, sound. 13ut so 1t is, 
It is the many-not the few, lmt the many
who arc called, but not chosen; it _is not _th,C 
few but the many, that shall come m Christ s 
nau'w, and shall deceive, not the few, but 
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sh11ll deceive many; for many 11re called, but 
few cliosen, 

I must, then, ngnin remincl you that the 
Word of 00d has great power upon the con
sciences am! foal's and hopes of men, even 
where there Is no spiritual lifo in the soul or 
grnce in the heart I and some become en
lightened preachers, as Balaam was. Balaam 
belonged to the self-oontrndiction tribe, only 
he could not get his contradiction into hisser
mon, so he left it to bring it into his practice 
instead; and so, instead of preaching it, he 
practised it by getting the Israelites to wor-· 
ship the 1\Jidianitish gods, n part of which 
worship consisted in prostitution; and so zeal
ous was one of the princes of Israel for this 
new religion, that he brought a J\Iidianitish 
woman into the camp of Israel, openly in the 
sight of all Israel, just to make a beginning. 
But judgment was at once ministered to these 
presumptuous importers of other gods (Numb. 
xxv. 6, 7); thus was Balaam a yea and nay 
man. The nay parts of our modern systems 
are certainly not so gross as Balaam's nay 
department; but they are _equally, and in 
some 1·espects more, deceptive. 

J\Iany, then, are called, and become en
lightened, and have very great semblances, to 
the real children of God; but they are but 
bastards after all : though they are partakers 
of the Holy Ghost, yet it is only in the letter 
of his testimony, and though they taste of the 
heavenly gift, and the good Word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come, it is only as 
the stony-ground hearer did. . 

Now, so far as the Word of God takes hold 
of men and makes them better members of 
society, so far so good; but when this is set 
down for the new birth aud vital godliness, 
then it is deoeption; yet in this way, merely 
by the moral working of the Wor<l, what num
bers are called, but not chosen, for there are 
but few chosen. 

You will, my good Theophilus, meet with 
some who hold a lie in their right hand, and 
either know it not, 01· if they know it, are 
careful not to confess it; ancl you will see that 
the yea and nay held by such is much 
more implied than expressed. They dai·e not 
clearly exp,·ess what they covertly imply. 
Beware then, I say, of these false prophets, 
that come to you in sheep's clothing, but their 
hearts are not truly with the sheep, but with 
yea and nay professors. Such hearts they 
havo, for they deceive both themselves and 
others. You shall know them by their frllits; 
and though thoy speak muoh trnth, yet if 
that be embittered by grapes of gall, by clus
ters that are bitter (Deut. xxxii. 32), you, if 
you wish to avoid being poisoned, must turn 
away from them; and 1 am sure you do not 
think it a light thing for the mind to be poi
soned against the liberty you have in Christ. 
You must be careful to distinguish between a 
fiery flying se111ent (Deut. viii. 15; Isa. xiv. 
29) a11d tho fiery flying seraphim (Isa. vi.); 
the one will bewitch you from, and poison you 
against, the truth, and the t,•ue Church; but 
the other comes with a live coal from off the 
altar whore -the sacrilice is, and finds out the 
truly convinced and self-do,puiring sinner, and 
by the powet of Goll ministers thnt forgive-

ness which accords with tho sacrifice of the 
altar, That sacrifice has clearer!, on behalf 
of such convinced sinner,, both time and 
eternity; the atonement of Immanuel lmvirw 
infinitely and etermtlly more power to pardon° 
than sin, however deep in dye, has to con'. 
demn. No truth short of this can enable a 
truly-convinced sinner to hope in the mercy 
of Ood. 

Serpents are very ct1nning, wise, and ca
pable of all sort.s of shapes and forms; and 
they burn with zeal, too; they are determined 
to make Christians of almost everybody, 
whether they are Christians or not; and they 
are very active, too, for they are .flying ser
pents, and will compass sea and land to make 
proselytes; thus yon will see that these fiery 
flying serpents have some strong likenesses to 
the seraphims; the very word seraphim sign i•• 
lies fiery, and so, while the Lord maketh his 
angels spirits, he maketh his ministers as a 
flame of fire. The l!ving Word they preach 
is as fire, to enter the conscience, to burn up 
the hay, wood, straw, and stubble in which 
the sinner may be sheltering himself, and to 
minister in due time unto such a oue a sense 
of pardoned sin. 

The minister, also, himself, is to be a burn
ing and shining light, shining with the light of 
eternal life, and burning with the eternal love 
of God; he has also his six wings; with twain 
he covers his feet when he goes in to speak 
with God, thus keeping his foot when be 
comes before God, treading with care such 
hallowed ground; and with twain he covers 
bis face, wrapt in holy awe and humility be
fore the high and the lofty One who inhabiteth 
eternity; and with twain he does fly. Here 
ls their willingness and activity in serving 
the blessed God, and often it is that by them, 
as heavenly messengers, the Viard runneth 
very swiftly. 

Thus, you will need not only grace, where
by to serve the Lord acceptably with reverence 
and godly fear, but you will need also wisdom 
and knowledge from ou high, aucl in the hid
den parts and experiences of your soul; that 
you may know to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, and that you may have no fellow
ship with the unfruitful works of a yea and 
nay Gospel, but rather reproYe them: evil 
comI11unicn.ti0ns corrupt good manners; and I 
wish your good gospel manners, ns well as 
your other good manners, not to be corrupted: 
you must Le co11te11t to be among the J;w, 
and, however, tho mn.ny may forsake you, you 
still have the lnmp of truth and trumpet of 
the Gospel, nucl by the light of the ouc, anti 
the sound of the other, you will be more than 
a conqueror through Him who hath lo,·edyou; 
and if in yourself you nre like a broken vessel, 
the light will shine the brighter, while you 
must still keep to your watchword, the swonl 
of the Lord nnd of Gideon: the swonl of the 
Lord, to denote it is not the sword of man; 
nncl the sword of Gideon, to denote the chu
mcte,· of tho God who wields tho sword of 
truth. 

You see, in the case of Gideon's armv ,rhat 
numbers, oven thirty-two thousand, j~lt that 
they ought to come, yet, out of this thirty-two 
thoimllld, only three hundred wc1·Q d1osen; 
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these were all that had true faith in God's 
holy Word; all the rest were yea and nay 
men, and the name of such in our day cer
tainly is Le1tion; but the foundation of God 
standeth sure; the Lord knoweth them that 
arc his, and from this yeit and 1rny, as well as 
from every other iniquitous system, those who 
are taught of God sh,ill depart. 

I hope in my next to you, to set before you 
some of those tests by which the few arc dis
tinguished from the mitny. I must close my 
present letter by again reminding you of the 
self-accordance of the Word of God. Remem
ber that Jesus Christ is tbe mediator of the 
New Testament; here you see (Heb. ix. 1) the 
Gospel is called a tcstitment, that is, a Will, 
and that Jesus atoned for those sins of his 
people which were committed under the first 
testament, that is, the old covenant; now this 
new testament willed to all the election of 
grace an eternal inheritance, and these in due 
time arc called from death to life to receive, 
first, the promise of eternal inheritance (Heb. 
ix. lb), and then, afterwards, the inheritance 
itself. Now, a man whilst he lives, may alter 
his Will; his death is necessary to make the 
\\'ill unalterable; and so it is that Christ died, 
and the Will is confirmed and settled for ever, 
while He Himself is risen from the dead, to 
cs.rry out all the parts and clauses of the said 
Will. Our God would not entrust this Will e,·en 
to angelic, much less to hitman hands, but He 
has trusted in Christ; He bath given all things 
into his hands, and his language is, ought not 
Christ to suffer? and as to the sheep, his 
language is, "them also I must bring." 

My good Theophilus, I speak after the man
ner of men; though it be but "- ms.n's cove
nant or will, yet if it be confirmed (by the 
testator's death), "no man disannnlleth or 
addeth thereto" (Gal. iii.); the Apostle, in trJs 
3rd of Galatians, shows the strongest feeling 
a~ainst a self-contradictory system; he repu
diates the notion of one part of the ". ord of 
God contradicting, and so, in effect, disannul
ling another. He, in bis 1st chapter to the 
Galatians, calls such a system another Gospel, 
and anathematises au angel from heaven who 
should dare to ad ,·ocate such a Gospel. 

Irby, even Satan has more sense than to be 
divided against himself; and yet the Holy 
Spirit of God, who is a sworn witness of truth, 
is to be represented as giving self-contradic
tory evidence, such as, for want of harmony, 
could not be received even in human courts 
of justice. llut the Holy Spirit of God has 
never so done; all his testimonies are eter
nally sµre, aud herein is the rejoicing even 
of A LITTLE ONE, 

A CORNISH MINER 
AT THE DIGGINGS. 

Decemue,· 25, 1855, Sailor's Galley, 
Eaglchawk, Bendigo. 

DEAR brother and fellow labourer in 
ilie kingdom of om· Lord Jesus Christ. 

Since I saw you last, I have often 
thought on you, your beloved and loving 

spouse, your hopeful family, ancl your 
hospitable home, on whom mny the bless
ing of our God in cov('nant rest. Amen. 
Since we left home, we have thought that 
they who spend all their time in Cornwall, 
know little of the abounding sin ancl 
t.mnsgression among men; for since we 
left Hazle by the steamer, it appears to us 
that our world resembles ancient Sodom, 
and the Babylon of the last ages. You 
have seen in our letters that we had a 
very pleasant voyage out, and that we 
found favolll' with the captain and officers; 
and that there, on board that beautiful 
ship the Floi·a Temple, we preached the 
gospel of salvation; the sum of which is, 
"Jesus Christ and him crocified," for of 
all the names He bears, Jesus is the sweet
est. Other titles set forth his offices and 
dignity, but Jesus the proper name of his 
nature. Honey in mouth, a song in ear, 
a jubilee in the heart, and peace in the 
conscience. The sum of divinity is the 
Scripture; the sum of the Scriptlll'e is the 
gospel ; the sum of the gospel is Jesus 
Christ; and there is but little contained in 
the Word of God, but God the Word, who 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 

We landed on Melbourne Wharf, Satur
day afternoon, where we met my brother's 
son, who was waiting for us. We went 
with him over William's Town,- where he 
keeps a school, and there spent the first 
Lord's-day in Australia. Attended Church 
service, but beard little of the gospel. We 
left Melbourne on Monday, and on the 
Satlll'day following arrived at Bendigo, 
where we found Presbyte11ans, Inde
pendents, and Baptists. I soon became 
acquainted with the pastor and members 
of the Baptist Chlll'ch; aJ1d, so far as I am 
able to judge, I believe them to be 
sound in the faith once delivered to the 
saints, and very rigid concerning the or
dinance of baptism, and the rules con
cerning a strict or particular . Baptist 
Church. I preached among them the 
first Lord's-day of this year, and have been 
in close communion with them ever since. 
The church consists of about fifty mem
bers; the major part Welch. The pastor 
is a Welchman. We have some from 
Scotland, some from Ireland, and some 
from foreign parts; so we have white, 
black, and copper-colour, but being joined 
nnto the Lord, we are one spirit with Him, 
being bapLized into Christ as the members 
of his body," where there is neither ~r_eek 
nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumc1s1on, 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but 
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Christ is all and in nil;" and so we endea
vour" to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace." 

As it respects this part of the world, it 
is not regarded 'by its inhabitants as a 
place of worldly pleasure or case, for here 
the barely of toil are labouxing from sun
rise till it sets again, to obtain a little of 
its precious metal, o.ncl return back to 
their native country to enjoy it. The dig
gers, in general, are a meo.n and squalid 
race of men. Hard labour, and so much 
sweat under the excessive heat of this cli
mate, changes the colour of the skin. 

Every temptation that can be placed in 
their way to induce them to spend their 
money is put in practice. They have 
their evening assem\Jlies, their midnight 
revels, plays, balls, and concerts, which 
continue all night; and this splendid en
tertainment, including supper, costs from 
ll. to ll. lOs. Added to this, there are a 
great number of sly grog shops, where 
every species of evil is put in practice, 
murder not. excepted. The farmers here 
are known by the name of squatters. It is 
they that are realising large fortunes. We 
never hear of their stations pointed out 
by acres, but by miles, and the produce of 
them is vel'J dear; 8d. per lb. for beef, 
9d. bread, turnips ls. each, onions ls. 6d. 
per lb., and a very small cabbage on tbe 
Diggings 6d. each, and everything in pro
portion. We are both well in health. 
(Father and son.) 

Do you still continue to preach the un
searchable riches of Christ at Trewellard? 
I should be glad to bear that you do. I 
have to preach almost every Lord's-day, 
and to travel five miles in this hot country; 
but you have a horse to 1;de. 

As to getting on, we have done very 
little as yet, we have been unsuccessful. 
Should this letter fall into your hands in 
the latter part of March, or beginning of 
April, be so good as to let my dear wife 
and family know it, for I have not heard 
from my dear partner these last four 
months. We have hearcl by other peo
ple's letters that they are nil well. My 
Christian regards and affection to you and 
spouse and family, and all the dear saints at 
Sennen. So no more at present from 
your unworthy brother in grace relations, 

THOMAS STEVENS. 
Tq James ,vallis, yeoman, and preacher 

of the gospel at Sennen, from Thomas 
Stevens, miner in Cornwall, o.ncl preacher 
of the gospel at St. Just and T1·cwellard, 
before he went to Austrnlia. 

"THE MILLENNIUM " IN 
THE HEART. 

[WE have more love for sound, experi
mental testimonies, than we have for 
clearly-written theories ; therefore we must 
give the following.-En.] 

MR. EDITOR, - Your VESSEL came in 
April, laden with precious fruit, with 
some food for the healing of the people ; 
her flag hoisted, bearing the Millennium 
star, though fairly considered, not fairly 
received by many. Late in 1854, this beau
tiful VESSEL was much used for this }Iil
lenarian work. I, for one, saw great fear 
for the VESSEL; it. appeared too light upon 
the waters; there was danger she would 
upset, and all her crew be lost; just then 
a tempestuous storm arose, which appeared 
to alarm even the man at the helm, with 
a good effect, for he took in more ballast, 
and the ship has sailed better, and brought 
us more valuables ever since. 
. Though I have called upon you this 
morning, Mr. E., for the first time to come 
aboard your VESSEL, which I do value 
above many others of the day, I wish it to 
be understood I am not an able seaman, 
neither do I wish to meet in the saloon 
with the learned, but rather go into the 
forecastle to converse with the simple 
about the second coming of Christ. But 
few doubt that the anointed One, the pro
mised seed, has once appeared, bas lived 
a life of perfect obedience, bas satisfied 
all righteous demands, died, has risen like 
a Goel over all power, bas ascended on 
high, and now sitteth on the throne as 
king for ever, bath sent forth the Spirit 
of promise to plough the unhallowed 
ground, and plant the HenYenly seed._ 

I wish not to trouble you with the pedi
gree, but long before the appointed time 
of his coming to me, the righteous law 
lay heavy upon me. l\Iy health failed me, 
the enemy of souls, with his hellish train, 
wo.s permitted to do his rnry worst, but 
not to take life; that mighty foe overcame 
his victim, and laid me to the very gates 
of Hell; and there I laid tbree days con
demned, and dumb, without a thought of 
mercy; confessecl by human skill past 
their reach. It was when Justice was 
about to strike, then, it was then, my 
Saviour came. l\Iethinks no poor soul can 
wish for a more perfect view of their Lord. 
His voice so sweet. It was with power. 
It was life from the dead, from judgrnent, 
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to the fnll range of 1t l11rg11 plnM of precious 
things, from the comp1my of drngons, into 
the presence of the l,ing of that land. 

He spoke much "·ith me of good tl1ings 
to come. There needed no light of the 
sun here, for the King was t.lie glory of the 
place. The sun was <lRrkcned-the moon 
gnw not lier light-the hright stars had 
fallen . the angels had gone forth with the 
great trnmpct--and here may the Son of 
11lt1n be seen coming in the clouds of hea
wn with power and grent glory. That, me
thinks, is the man tlrnt looks, wails, longs, 
and moans for the second coming of Christ. 
The writer of these few lines was eighteen 
:,cnrs wailing, and some mny ask, did He 
c,1me? I answer, yes; and now eight 
)·ears since, I entered into the blissful 
l\lillenarian world. In a 11•urd, as soon 
as I read the leading· part of the YEsSEL, 
tl1ese few thoughts forcecl themselves 
upon my mind, that much of the i1·ord of 
God is already fulfilled in the experience 
of such as have entered the gate of re
generation; that there is much of the Mil
lennium state Lefore tliey pass through the 
gate of glorification, into the full enjoy
ment of l,Jessedness, though ernry living 
soul must pray for and believe that there 
"-ill yet be a greater outpouring of the 
Spirit, before whom all powers must fall; 
there will then be a great ingathering to 
the heavenly Shiloh. 

Hoping tl1ese few thoughts came not all 
from nature's garden, and should any one 
on whom the Spirit of God doth rest see 
with me, I hope they may come forth and 
open up what the poor thing of Little 
Alie Street bath only hinted at. 

Whitechapel. J. T. 

TO SAMUEL FOSTER. 
Sturry, near Cante,·bu,·y. 

MY dear, long, and deeply-afflicted Brother, 
-1 have not forgotten you; I hope the Lord 
will constrain many of the saints in this land 
to remember you; your continu<ince in the 
furnace is so protracted, so severe, and so 
mysterious, that I look upon you as being 
another Job. I wish some skilh1l physicians 
could see you-I pray that many good 
Samaritrrus may visit and help you-but, 
above all, I should rejoice to know that the 
Great Physician had either raised you to 
labour for Him in this life, or to Ii ve with 
Him in the house not made with hands. 
You grieve because I neither write to, nor 
v1s1t you. Every drry I am bound to labour 
bard, either at home or abroad· but if a 
gracious Providence rermit, I will se~ you 
before long: as ever, am your real friend, 

C.W.B. 

MERCY I A 0AN1"1cm, 

A11 I woe is me, the sinner cries, 
The S:wiom· hearsl descends, and dies, 
In pity leaves his lather's throne, 
And suffers, dying to atone. 
Look up, poor soul, n.nd oomo to me, 
Come ns thou art, in puYerty; 
For all who feel and mourn their guilt, 
My blood on Cn.lvary wns spilt. 
My Lord, ngnin the sinner cried, 
I know thn.t thou wcrt crucified, 
But me, alns ! thou cn.nst not save, 
My guilt is loathsome ns the grave. 
List! weary son!, by sin opprest, 
In me alone the wenry rest; 
Mine enrs nre open to thy cry, 
I '11 plead for thee; thou slrnlt not die. 
Ah, Lord, thou knowest not my heart; 
I can do nothing on my part, 
My hopes are lost, I am undone, 
None viler breathe beneltth the sun. 
Whichever way I turn my view, 
Without, within, old things or new, 
I find no worth at all in me; 
How may I dare to look to thee? 
Sinner, look up, I like thy tears, 
Dispel thy doubts, allay thy fears; 
The humble spirit and contrite, 
That weeps for guilt, is my delight. 
It was my Father dealt the blow 
That laicl thy earthly comforts low; 
It was my Spirit that revealed 
The fostering guilt so long concealed. 
'Twas I that tore the bands away 
Which held thee in Satanic sway; 
My Spirit urged that piercing cry, 
Thou knewest not, but I stood by. 
Sinner, through all thy wandering way 
I watched thy steps-when thou wouldst stray 
Like silly sheep from food and fold, 
Thy faithful Shepherd kept his hold. 
It was my Spirit gave alarm 
To warn thee of approaching harm; 
He gave tqy slumbering conscience voice; 
And now I bid thee to rejoice. 
I know thy nature prone to sin, 
Thy heart a cage of birds unclean; 
But look and live, and love and pray, 
I turn no suppliant away; 
Hast thou not heard I sit on high, 
To listen to the mourner's cry? 
I hen! the leprosy of sin, 
And cleanse ihe heart from stains within; 
I cure the deaf, the dumb, the blind, 
And pour the balm to cheer the mind. 
How couldst thou think I cannot save? 
I brought salvation from the grave; 
My blood was shed for such as thee
Blessed is the man who trnsts in me. 
Dear Saviour, this is grace indeed I 
Didst thou for my transgression bleed? 
Dost thou, my Intercessor, plead? 
I kiss thy wouncled hands and foet, 
And hasten to the mercy seat, 
Where justice, truth, and mercy meet. 

By the Author of "BIGOTIIY," 
Hanley Potteries, June, 1847. 
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'l'lm SECOND LETTER OF "A. BLAST.'' 

( Wm hnvo cert11inly rcacl the following 
oommunlc11Uon with mnny pconli11r exercises 
of mincl; but, imtll the writer has finished, 
wo withhold 11ny oomment.-Eo.] 

Houghton-le-Spring, April, 1856. 
DmAn Sm,-1 thank you sincerely for tho 
insertion of my letter in the EARTHEN VESSV.L 
of this month, nncl now hasten to folfil my 
engagements. Awaro of tho difficulties be
fore me, and of my own insufficiency, it is 
with much trembling that I prosecute the 
task which I have ventured to propose. "0 
that the Lord my God, that has led me 
hitherto, may anoint me with his holy oil, 
tb11t the Holy Spirit may assist my memory, 
enlighten my mind, and bear witness with 
my conscience, that out of the fulness of 
my heart, my mouth may speak that which 
I have felt and handled of the word of God, to 
whom be glory, throue;h Jesus Christ. Amen." 

How many there are, I know, that will not 
give themselves the trouble to consider before 
they pass a hnsty sentence. How many so 
prepossessed with their own notions, that they 
will not for a moment entertain any subject 
which does not come up to the standard they 
h,we erectecl' as truth, although a man should 
make it appear as evident ns noon-day! And 
how loth I know we all are to be convinced 
of error. Let me therefore entreat those 
who may rend this testimony, to calmly and 
prayerfully consider it; and if, after nn im
partial j11dgment, my views are not com
mended to their consciences, they may boldly 
reject them. I court investigation, and I can 
request no more. If, after plainly stating and 
elucidating my views, I fail to convince, I 
have done all that I can; nncl if no good ia 
effected, I do at least in all sincerity unbur
den my mind. What I have to advance, was 
not, I believe, taught me by man, bt1t by the 
Holy Spirit. I was brought up in the Cal
vinistic persuasion, and like IIlnny more, 
could talk of religion, and man's respon
sibilities with respect to the GospeJ,.Jimiting 
the requirements of the Word to II carnal 
obedience, to suit our condition as follen 
creatures; not knowing what I said, nor 
whereof I affirmed. " But as soon ns it 
plerised God to revenl his Son in me," I saw 
.with other eyes than I had hitherto done. 
Then I learned that "the Wore! of Goel is 
quick and powerful, shnrper than any two
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder the soul ancl spirit, 11ml of the joints 
and marrow, nnd is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the henrt.'' The book of the 
law, when opened to me, condcmnecl me for 
my moml oflenoes in thought, and word, and 
deed; but when I beheld thonclomble majesty 
of the Son of God, who was manifested in 
the flesh, ancl oruoifiecl for sinnors, I looked 
upon Him whom I had pie1·Qecl, and mourned 
With n bittor, inoonceivnble grief. I beheld 
llim tolioin I had pierced with my hard 
speeches, and ungodly deeds, that I had com
mitted against Him. Now I was convincecl-

1. Of 1ny sins of 1111belief. I wns an in
fidel; but to the best of n1y knowlodgo sin-

cerely bellevocl the truth, and would almost 
have dierl to witness it, but now found how 
shnllow is nil our nntnml sincerity nnd faith, 
when viewed in the light of Gorl's connte
nance. Tho secrets of my heart were lnid 
open, nnd behold, there wns written thereon, 
as with a pen of iron, "The fool hnth snirl in 
his heart there is no God." I founrl that I 
hacl never yet believed with nil my heart, 
either God or Christ, law 01· Gospel, sin or 
grace. It is written, "All have sinned," and 
" The wages of sin is death;" but the testi
mony hnd never taken possession of my soul. 
I had known the Father's record, "This iq 
my Beloved Son in whom I am well plenserl, 
henr ye liim;" bnt alas! this blessed majesty, 
this glorious truth, had never gained tlie 
consent of my heart; so that, though my rea
son assented toit, and my mouth confessed it, 
in the centre nnd fountain of my soul, I had rc
jecte,\ both law nnd Gospel; "He that believeth 
not, bath made God n liar." I was convinced-

H. Of despising the Son of Goel, and n,9-
lectin,g his g>"eat salvation. Agrtin I repeat, 
that I hnd ever entertained respectful notions 
of the person of the Son of Uod, rind of his 
great salvation; but now found, insten,l of my 
notions of truth or belief of it being nuy 
help to me, they were my greatest grief. Oh, 
how I did wish that I had never known the 
truth! for that knowledge added to my guilt 
and condemnation. So far from finding my 
mere naturnl faith being the su bstnnce of 
my responsibilities with respect to the gospel, 
or any extenuation of my gnilt, it served to 
shnt my mouth the closer. " Whnt,'' said 
my st,·icken soul, "have I had the clear 
knowledge of Christ being the only way 
whereby a sinner can be saved, nnd yet lirn•l 
till now careless, indifferent about it, nncl 
unimpressed with my clanger? 0 my stupid 
heart, anrl inconstant fuith ! to believe that 
Christ is II saviour from sin and hell, nm! yet 
never seriously, ?r perseveringly, to seek his 
great salvntion,' A dear ngecl frieuil, to 
whom I told the burden of my mind, said to 
me, "You could not, dear child, vou conic! 
not." I made no reply; I confess, that at that 
time, I looked with suspicion upon the mnn 
that talked after this manner, and wondered 
that he understood not my feelings better. 
I was conscious that I could not, bnt re
pronchecl my cnrnnl, sensual mind, that hiu
derecl me. My dear aged friend-a friend 
indeed to me, since gone to his eternal rest
knew not the gospel before he was called; he 
hns toltl me that he knew no more of the 
way of salvation when God met him, thnn a 
heathen. This mnde tbe clillerence. 

Christ was despised, or lightly esteemed by 
me, innsmuch as I hnd preferred the world to 
Him. A thousand idols engaged my heart, 
but tho Son of God was not there! I Joyed 
strangers, and after them woultl I go, but the 
Lorcl wns not in nil my thoughts! Things 
unworthy ot" my affections, nnd thin<>s abo
minnblo, occupied the chief room of ,~y s01,I, 
but the Prince of Glory was left standing 
without! his head fillecl with de,v ,111<l his 
locks with the drops of the ni.,ht.' Thus
" He was despise,\, and I esteeoi°ed him not.'' 
I wns convinced-

o 2 
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II I. Qf my .~in, bein.'J without the Spirit. 
The Holv Ghost describes the stitte of sinners 
under tlie Gospel, its being " sensunl, having 
not the Spirit." This was my cnse. Now 
here are two degrees of guilt: the one is a 
positiYe sin, the other negative, and this is 
the rea~on t.hat sins of this nature are so 
difficult to discoYer. It is comparatively 
easy to see1 when our hearts deviate from the 
diYine will in nn opposite direction, that this 
is a state of sin; but not so easy to perceive, 
when we are wanting in conformity, that this 
is condemnable. The first is immediately 
recognised, but it requires us to be weighed 
in the balances of the sanctuary before we 
find oursch·es .'71tilty of being wanting. Sin 
is n want of conformity to the diYine will. 
Now if a man were neither earthly, sensual, 
nor de,·ilish, he is st.ill in a state of sin, inas
much as he falls short of the divine standard. 
•· Goel is a Spirit, and they that worship him 
111ust worship him in spirit and in truth." 
•· The Father seeketh such to worship him." 

1\'. I was wanting in godly fear. Not 
only a fear to restrnin from gross immo
ralities, but a godly fear as an essential in
gredient t~ render my works acceptable; and 
the want of that was my sin. To be without 
this grace is to approach unto things most 
sacred with our uncleanness upon us, the 
penalty of which is death by the law. It is 
indeed no light matter for a sinner, unsanc
tified by the Holy Ghost, to walk on holy 
ground-to hear the Word of God and judge 
it-to irnLibe notions of religion, and talk of 
them-to sit in the assembly of the faithful 
and possess all the means of knowledge and 
of c-race, and yet possessing not, nor seeking 
to JJossess, a godly fear, lest these things 
which should have been for our good, should 
be turned to our harm-" a savour of death," 
instead of "a savour of life." Now I saw 
Jcho"ah looking into my soul, taking cogni
zance of my heart, my thoughts, and all my 
ways: how is it that I did not perceive this 
before? or if I saw it, that it did not impress 
me? But ahs ! instead of being awed by his 
presence, made humble and dependant upon 
Him, I was as the unthinking horse that 
rushes in to the battle. 

Kow, in which way soever I turned for 
shelter, escape, or excuse, all was unavailable. 
The more glorious the Lord Jesus manifested 
Himself to me, the blacker I appeared. Every 
sin was magnified, and n1y want of true obe
dience made evident, so that my heart sank 
witl.iil1 me, and I was as s~eechless as the 
man without a wedding garment, to whom it 
was said, " Bind him hand and foot, and cast 
him into outer darkness." If I said," I could 
not see Jehovah al ways before me, because I 
had no spiritual vision," then it was sin that 
blinded me. God has said, as plainly as any
thing can be declared, that '' His eyes are 
upo_n all our ways, and that he looketh espe
pec,ally at the heart, without which, nothing 
1s acceptable to him." To be therefore un
armed Ly his presence, and unimpressed by 
his Word, shows a want of faith in that which 
He has so plainly revealed. What excuse is 
this? It is covering one sin with ar.other. 
If I said, " I could not give myself a godly 

fear, it is the gift of tho Spirit;" then it wns 
my duty to seek thnt grace, and not presume 
to live without it. "God giveth liberally, nnd 
upbraideth not;" Ho has passed his word that 
"to him that asketh, it slrnll be giveu." Why 
did I do11bt? Why did I fail to come boldly 
tu a throne of grace to obtain mercy auc! fiucl 
grace to help me? These were my thoughts; 
every excuse returned into my bosom, to 
bring another sin to my remembrance to 
accuse and devour me, so that 1 was hurled 
from one. deep to another, and dashed from 
rock to rock, till m v soul was broken, and 
the pains of hell got hold on me. "Whosoever 
shall fall upon this stone shall be broken, but 
on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him 
to powder." 

Lastly. I was wantin.'7 fa t,·ue knowledge. 
Ignorance is folly, and folly is sin. When I 
saw the King in his beauty, a divine light 
shined into my heart, that showed me all 
things, and now all my comeliness was turned 
to corruption, and all my former knowledge 
to foolishness, because I had never yet known 
Him" whom to know is life eternal." 0 how 
good I how gracious ! how glorious! how 
lovely is the Lord! how desirable is He! more 
to be admired and sought after than precious 
jewels, or mines of gold. But alas I as for 
me, folly was bound up in my heart; I had 
lived till now without knowing Him, and un
concerned to know Him. I said," I was as a 
beast before Him, so foolish was I and igno
rant." " He taketh vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel." 

Thus, when I was judged, both books were 
opened, the law and gospel, and I found them 
both spiritual, requi.t-ins- a spiritual obedience; 
but 1 was especially Judged by the gospel; 
that scripture was verified in me, "If any 
man hear my words and believe not," or that 
" rejecteth me and receiveth not my words, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him in the 
last day" (if not in mercy now). 

By these terrible things in righteousness I 
have learned- , 

1st. That no flesh shall glory in the pre
sence of God; for He bath concluded all men 
in sin under the law, and all men in unbelief 
under the gospel. 

2nd. That bv the deeds of the law no flesh 
living shall be Justified; and by the obedience 
of faith, resulting from our own will and 
power, no flesh shall be saved. 

3rd. That Christ Jesus is the only way of 
justification; He being made under the law _a 
curse for us, we are freely j ustitied by his 
precious blood, received by faith. 

Lastly. " That salvation is not of him that 
willeth, or of him that runneth, but of God 
that sheweth mercy." "He bath concluded 
all in unbelief, that he might have mercy 
upon all." 

Now, sir, I conclude my present letter, and 
if you are not weary of me already, I shaU, 
Goel willing, in my ucxt, produce other evi
dence beside my own, and at last appeal to 
the law and testimony. 

I am dear sir yours in the Lord Jesus 
Christ ' ' A. BLAST. 

Td the Editor of the Earthe.. Vessel. 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

THE OLD CHURCH BOOK. 
No. II. 

THE SOLEMN ORDINATION AND PLEASANT 
DEATH OF PASTOR ARNOLD, AT UNICORN 
YAllD CIIAPEL1 TOOLEY STREET. 

JN our last we gave some of the earliest in
formation of the affairs of this ancient house 
of worship, and promised to give an account 
of some interesting events under the pastorate 
of :Mr. William Arnold, who preached to the 
Church Lord's day, May 29, 1720. "The 
Church having tasted and approved of his 
gift, gave him an invitation to come and 
preach to them for some time, in order to 
make further trial thereof," to which he con
sented. The following is an account of his 
call to the pastorate:-

" Lord's day, August 29, 1720.-This day 
the Church having given Mr. Arnold a unani
mous call to the pastoral office, ordered the 
following letter to be sent to the Church at 
Westbury Leigh, under the care of our beloved 
brother, John Belton, greeting, &c. 

"' BELOVED BRETHREN.-We being desti
tute of a pastor by the death of our beloved 
brother Benjamin Hinton, and divine provi
dence having brought our well-beloved bro
ther William Arnold amongst us, whose mi
nistry has been -so acceptable to us that we 
have given him a call, by the unanimous con
sent of the Church, to accept the pastoral 
charge among us, which being signified to 
l1im by proper persons, as also that he would 
take up his communion with us, and he show
ing his willingness to be joined to our Church, 
we desire, beloved brethren, that you would, 
as followers of the same Lord, and professors 
of the same faith with us, recommend and 
dismiss to us, in the name of Christ, our, and 
we trust, your well-beloved brother William 
Arnold, which we desire you will do with 
such expedition as the case and your pru
dence shall direct. W c commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace. Si"ned, 
by order and behalf of the Church: '.John 
Seymoqr, James Broase, John Yorke, Josiah 
Keene, John Valley, Deacons."' 

The reply was as follows:-
" From the Church, Westbury Leigh, Wilts, 

&c., &c. 
"DEARLY DELOVltD BRETHREN. - We 

kindly greet you in tho Lord Jesus Christ, 
Wishing that grnco may be multiplied unto 
you and peace from God the Father and from 
the Lord Jesus Christ, that wo may seek 
tho prosperity of Zion, aiming at the glory of 
God and the common goorl of nil men. 

"Brethren: tho occasion of our writing is 
to commend to your Christian car~ ou!' b~
lovcd brother William Arnold, wluch 1s m 
fellowship and full communion with us, and 
bath walkecl with II holy conversation as be
cometh the gospel and his profossion; also he 

bath been called upon to exercise his gift 
which God hath lent him, for the work of the 
ministry, for which he hath been Yery well 
accepted by us, and well approved of iri many 
other churches and Christian congregations 
where he has been in the country exercising 
his gift among them. Now by Providence, 
his residence being with you, and he desiring 
a dismission from us to you, which we cannot 
so willingly do, by reason we had l10pes to 
enjoy the benefit of his ministry with us, 
also we should have took it kindly if you had 
sent to us (before his dismission had been re
quired) of your necessity, that we might the 
better have judged if your necessity was 
greater than ours, as well as to keep the com
munion of churches. But now, if you ac
cept him, we desire you to let him partake of 
the privileges of the house of God amongst 
you, watching over him and walking towards 
him as becometh saints. The grnce of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, the com
munion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all, 
is the earnest desire of your brethren waiting 
for the consolation of Israel." Received into 
communion, Lord's day, October 16th. llir. 
Rees administered the ordinance. 

November 15th, 1720, being a Tuesday, 
Mr. Arnold, having signified his acceptance of 
the Church's call, was ordained as follows:-

At half-past ten in the morning, Mr. Rees 
opened the meeting with prayer, and a dis
course, 1 Cor. xiv. 40, setting forth the duty 
of laying on of hands in the ordination of 
ministers and deacons; then Mr. Harrison 
prayed, and preached a sermon diI·ected ta 
the minister from 1 Tim. iii. 1; then Mr. 
Rees signified to the people that he and his 
brethren in the ministry now present under
stood thev had called their brother William 
Arnold to the office of a pastor, and desired, 
if they had, and did persist in it, that they 
would signify it by holding up their hands, 
which they accordingly did. Then putting 
the question to l\Ir. Arnold whether be ac
cepted the call of the Church, he answered 
in a short speech, tbat he die! acknowledge 
himself unfit for so great a work, but hoped 
that God would assist him, Hereupon Mr. 
Ree3 hiying on his h_ands, a_ccompanied by 
Messrs. Parkes, Harnson, Bidle, and Bur
roughs, pronounced these words:-" Brother 
Willhtm Arnold we do, in the name of the 
Loni Jesus C!Hi;t and by the consent of this 
Church ordain thee to the office of an elder, 
pastor, ~r bishop of the ~hu_rch of _Christ in 
this pluce;" then 1111 contmumg then· hands, 
Mr. Rees improved some time in prayer; then 
AJr. BunougUs preached a sermon setting 
forth the dutv of the people, from 1 Thess. v. 
12, 13, 14, and prayed. The meeting was 
concluded by Mr. Wallin with prayer, aud 
with singing the 122nd Psalm. The ministers 
present were Mr. David Rees, Mr. Thomas 
Harrison, l\Ir. Joseph Burroughs, !Hr. Edward 
Wallin, Ml'. Abraham Wallin, Mi:. Abraham 
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Wct1lin, with sevcrnl others; and they dined nt 
the King's Rend, in the Borough. 

During the pitstor"tc of this good man, there 
wns an election of deacons. It was thought 
necessary by the Church, ,Tune 24, 1728, to 
choose fonr brethren more to the office of 
deacons, which was accordingly done, viz. 
Brethren Scoffield, Bcvoice, Hancock, and 
Lyons. On the day of prayer, these bre
tl,ren were called upon to give an answer to 
the Church's call. Brother Scoffield accepted 
the call; brother Bcvoice could not find a 
willingness to accept of that call as yet; bro
ther Hancock accepted the call; brother 
Lvons dechtrcd as follows:-

. ( As this reply was thought worthy to be 
recorded, it may be interestin~; it evidently 
shows that this good man haa a very hum
ble view of himself, and also a proper view of 
the importance of being placed in such an 
office.) 

"I never in my life, in any case, found it so 
difficult as now to give an answer. The 
unanimous call of a Church of Christ a~er 
solemn prayer to God is with me a considera
tion serious and awful, which has made it ex
ceeding difficult with me to deny; while the 
improbability of my being useful as others, 
with some other considerations, have deter
mined me not to accept. I am a debtor to 
the Church for the good opinion which they 
have conceived of me, expressed by their 
calling me to the honourable work and office 
of a deacon; but my views of myself are 
very different from theirs of me, &c, &c. 

'' Such of the people of God whose circum
stances in life are not low and narrow, are the 
most capable of being useful in this office; 
but this is not my case, mine being mean, and 
probably will always continue so, working 
with my hands in the low capacity and sta
tion of a servant. 

" Things may be so circumstanced that the 
application of those who are in this office to 
the brethren and sisters, with respect either 
to the minister or the poor of Christ, may be 
very necessary: every man has his peculiar 
gift of God; as to myself, such application 
would be heavy work to me, I having a turn 
of mind better fitted for solitude and re
tirement, with the obscurity of a private sta
tion. 

•· But snppose I could overcome this bias 
of IDY mind, yet it appears to me utterly im
proLable such a one as I should have weight 
and influence where it would be most useful 
and necessary. Therefore, in love to the mi
nister and in love to the poor of Christ, with 
a view to their having better service, I de
cline." 

With respect to the usefulness of Mr. Wil
liam Arnold, from what can be gathered hls 
labours were much owned and blessed by 
God. In the first two years of his ministry, 
no less than sixtv-one members were added 
to the Church, and above one hundred dur
ing his fourteen years' ministry; also several 
of those who bad left to follow Mr. Gill re
turned to this Church. But like most of the 
Lord's IDinisters, he bad bis' trials in this re
spect. About 1728, a day was set apart for 
prayer to God, that lie would be pleased to 

bless the mel\ns and revive his work in this 
place; there were now no additions, now 
and then dismissions applied for to other 
churches. Another day was set apnrt in 
11ay, 1733. From other accounts the cause 
still declined ; yet the general pence of tho 
Church was not disturbed, not· their atrection 
towards the minister abated, with the excep
tion of a few, who we1,o put under Church 
discipline. 

I shall now give tho brief account recorded 
of this good and useful man's last days. 

"Lord's-day, March 10th, 1734.-Ourpastor 
having been ill some months, and many 
Lord's days not able to preach at nil, by which 
providence the Church was greatly afilictcd, 
and beiug now stayed, Brother Lyons ac
quainted them that it was our pastor's advice 
and desire that we would set apart some time 
solemnly to seek God by prayer on his behalf, 
and their own account. 'Agreed that this 
Church meet together at five o'clock for 
prayer.' According to the above resolution, 
several hours were spent in prayer. M,irch 
14th, the Church assembled and employed 
some hours in prayer. Agreed to meet week
ly for the same purpose. 

" Lord's day, May 12th.- Brother Lyons 
informed the Church that our pastor desired 
that they would keep a solemn day of fast
ing and prayer to the Lord chiefly on his ac
count. 

" The following Tuesday was kept by the 
Church in fasting and prayer. Brother Ken
ward preached ou the occasion. · 

".May 14th.-Service began at nine o'clock. 
At about eleven Brother Lyons, who bad 
been to visit our pastor, declared he found 
him very weak in bed, supported by his 
daughter and another person. After Chris
tian salutation and converse, he had charged 
him with the following message to the 
Church, which he expressed with the utmost 
zeal and most melting affection, viz. 'I de
sire you would be a mouth for me this day to 
the Church. Give my love to them as a fel
low member, as a minister of Christ, and as 
their pastor; tell them I am now going to my 
God and their God, to my Father and their 
Father. I desire them all to join in praises 
to God for the exceeding abundant riches of 
his grace and mercy to me. These words, 
' Thy sins, wMclt are many and g1·eat, are for
given,' have been set home upon my soul with 
such power and joy as almost to overset the 
tabernacle; they were words once to me as 
life from death, and now they are life in death. 
I am coacerned for that little bill in· Mount 
Zion; some of them I believe are seals to my 
ministry, and will be my joy and crown of 
rejoicing in the day of Christ. They have 
been a creditable and reputable Church; 
they are now so, and it is my desire they may 
continue in credit and reputation after my 
decease. I now take my farewell of them, 
and commit them to the care of the great 
Shepherd and Bishop of souls. Let them 
wait on God that He· may give them n pastor 
after his own heart, to feed them with know• 
ledge and understanding. 

"' I desire them to show their love and 
value for me by walking iu love and atlec-
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tiou one to nnothor, nnd by filling up their 
plnccs in the Church: they gnve not up 
themselves to n minister, but to the Lord, 
1111 d to one nnother. I desire them to walk 
closely to!!,'ethcr in holy commnnion and fel
lowship with God and one another, and then 
they rnny expect to meet death with joy, as I 
do now; nnd so I take my leave of them, ex
pecting to see them in a little time, and that 
wo shall be companions again together, and 
be for ever with the Lord.' 

"Our Brother Ken ward preached as desired; 
took for his text Micah vi. 9, 'The Lord's 
voice crieth unto the city, and the man of 
wisdom shall see thy name: bear ye the rod, 
and who hatb appointed it.' 

"N.B. Our pastor continued in a comfort
able frame of spirit till he fell asleep in Jesus. 
He was buried on the 21st instant, from his 
dwelling house, in our own burying-ground: 
most of the members attending his corpse. 
:Mr. Wilson spoke a suitahle oration at his 
grave. He departed in the forty-third year 
of his age, having been pasto,· of this congre
gation about fourteen years." 

These extracts will doubtless be rend with 
deep interest. The solemn ordination, the 
good vrnn's simple and honest reply to the 
call to the office of deacon, the success of the 
ministry, and the glorious and happy death of 
this favoured servant of God, bas made the 
labour pleasant to the writer. The next will 
contain the serious disappointment, after long 
waiting and perseverance, to obtain a certain 
minister; a second disappointment, with ulti
mate settlement of the Rev. Thomas }'lower, 
Jun. 

The writer begs to apologise for a mistake 
in the dates in No. 1: it should have been 
1700 instead of 1800, &c. A. !llrLLER. 

BAPTIZING IN THE SEA AT C.HEL
MONDISTON. 

Tms is a pleasant village and fertile parish 
nearly at the termination of the peninsula 
formed by the confluence of the estuaries of 
the Orwell and titour. The village, which is 
six miles from Ipswich, is on the bank of the 
Orwell. A great number of boats are em
ployed here in collecting stone for the manu
facture of Roman cement. About two years 
ago a commodious chapel was built here, on 
the site of the old one, by the Church and 
congregation under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. C. Carpenter, formerly, for sixteen years, 
minister of Bethel (now Bewlay) Chapel, 
tiomers' Town, London. The baptiziug took 
place in the river Orwell, at Pin Mill, being 
that part of the village which is by the sea
side, on Lord's-day morning, the 4th of l\Iay, 
1856, in the presence of many hundred per
sons; but above all, in the presence of the 
great Master of Assemblies, which rendered 
the occasion interesting, and the ordirnmce 
tho means of promoting his glory and the 
goo,! of many precious sonls. 

Our pastor gave a powerful address to the 
people, in vindication of the ordinance, 
adopting the noble argument of the Apostles, 
'" We ought to obey God m~her than men." 
For the religion we profess IS not of human 

but divine authority. We do not hold that 
our faith and practice is to be at all governed 
by the laws of men; but of God alone. We 
are not, as to our religion, accountable to 
men; but to God only. And, moreover the 
consequences arising therefrom are not 'con
fined to this world; but that which 1s to 
come. He then assigned some reasons why 
so many reversed, by their practice respect
ing this ordinance, this sentiment, declaring 
"that they ought to obey men rather than 
God." Although they cannot deny that the 
Apostolic chnrches practised the baptism of 
believers only, and that by immersion by 
divine authority, why then should any" seek 
to worship God after the commandments and 
doctrines of men? "-Observator. 

THIRTY-FOUR YEARS' PASTORATE AT 
LLHPLEY STOKE, NEAR BATH. 

[WE gratefully accept the following as the 
earnest of a full account of the Church's 
birth and fruit-bearing under our good bro
ther Huntley's faithful labours. He has been 
a favoured man iudeed.-Eo. J 

DEAR BRoTHER,-May grace, mercy, and 
peace be with thee continually, to buoy up 
and comfort thy poor tempest-tossed soul, for 
sorely you know the meaning of the poet's 
language-
" When trouble, like a gloomy cloud, 

Has gathered thick and thundered loud." 
And I dare say yon can express the other 
two lines, and bear testimony to the faithful
ness of your ever gracious covenant-making, 
covenant-keeping, and covenant-performing 
Jehovah- · 

" He near my soul has al ways stood; 
His loving kindness, 0 how good ! " 

I think good news is welcome to almost 
everybody, but to all the reai lovers of Zion, 
nothing cheers their hearts more than when 
the Church prospers, her converts increase, 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel are 
brought to the blood-stained banner of Im
mannel's cross! the rough stones are appre
hended from the quan-y of nature by the 
omnipotent power of God the Holy Ghost; and 
when by their holy lives and the consistency 
of their walking conduct they seem to bear 
the mark that they are amou;: the chosen 
in Christ J esns, from before the foundation 
of the world, and that they are fruitful 
boughs allied to Jesus the living stock. I 
think, had I time to give you the history of 
the origin, and rise and progress of the Church 
at Limpley Stoke, it would be one of deep 
interest. Here our beloved pastor has, for 
more than thirty years, been proclaiming a 
free-grace gospel; aud blessed be the name 
of our God, he has not laboured in vain. Very 
many living witnesses has he to testify what 
grace has done for their souls through his 
instrumentality, many of whom have crossed 
the Jordan of death, and are landed safo on 
Canaan's happy shore. Others are scattered 
through the world, whilst we now have a 



138 TRE EARTREN VESSEL, [JUNE 1, 18156, 

numerous And nmch-nnited band of the fol
lowers of the meek nnd lowly Saviour, and 
bless nnd praise our heaYenly Mnstcr He is 
from time to time ndcling to onr nmnhor, and 
smiling npon the honest labours of our prts
tor: and the Lord lrnving made some willing 
in the day of his power, and given them n 
desire to be lmriecl with their mnch-loved 
Lord in Bnp\.ism, we sot np:trt Lord's dity, 
28th of April, to attend to the solemn and 
importnnt service. ,re com111enced, as usual, 
with-0m· enrly prn~•ei· meeting, mul truly it 
wns c:ood to he there; although it was a very 
wet ll1orning1 yet some brethren fi-"0111 other 
chnrclies, Or ~ scyernl milcs1 dista.nce, were 
I.here to join us in our supplications to hcn
Yen, that He would deign to condescend to 
presence Himself in our midst through the 
dav. We arrived at the banks of the riYer 
A ,:on, about 8 o'clock, and :,.!though it mined, 
there were as many people assembled to 
witness the solemn proceedings, n.s we have 
seen on a ~unshiny morning on like occn~ 
sions. Our pastor's two eldest sons took part 
in the se1Tice, the one pouring out his soul 
in prayer for Heaven's approbation, and the 
other deliYered a very suitable and impressiye 
address~ and then, after singing, our pastor, 
accompanied with one of the deacons, led 
two candidates into the water, and baptized 
them in the name of the ever blessed and 
gloriou., Trinity; and I believe many felt it 
to be a very solemn season which u·ill not 
soon be forgotten. 

In tbe morning, our pastor's eldest son 
preached a wholesome discourse from Deu
teronomy xx\'i. 17 and 18 verses; and in the 
afternoon we met to receive the newly bap
tized into the Church, and break bread; and as 
is our minister's custom, in an address he gave 
an outline of our belief, and then addressed 
tbe candidates; and from the experience 
of these two, it appears that one was knocked 
down like Saul of Tarsus, and was brought 
to labour under great distress of mind for 
many months, fearing that nothing but hell 
could ever be her portion; and so great was 
her distress, that she was strongly tempted 
to destroy herself; bnt God, who is rich in 
mercy, in his own time appeared for the poor 
outcast, and led her to Calvary, with a living 
faith, to see the bleeding hands, feet, and side, 
of our glorious suret.v and sin-~earer, which 
set the captive free; and I would Just say here, 
that God met with her at the water-side at our 
last baptizing. Ah, my dear brother, we have 
scarcely eyer baptized, but God has blessed 
the ordinance to some poor sinner's soul. 
What an evidence of God's approval! The 
other candidate was brought more like 
Lydia. The Lord opened her heart; and 
though not such a great experience as the 
other, yet there is every satisfactory mark of 
her having passed from death unto life. We 
then sat around onr Father's board, and par
took of the emblems of the uloody sulferi11gs 
and dying agonies of Him who trod the wine
press alone. Ah! it was good to be there; 
tbe chapel full-poor sinners' ey~s streaming 
with tear_s. But I have one tlung more to 
tell you, m wluch you will join with me, and 
say the Lord bath done great_ things for us. 

The lmsbnnds of thcso two wore men thnt 
had gone even to the brink of hell in sin; but 
onr God has most mm·yellously displ,wed the 
riches of his supernbonnding grnce Ill snttteh
ing these t\\'O men -ttbout the same timo-ns 
brands from the eternal burning-the Lion 
is become n Lamb. We may well stty, "What 
hath God w1·on?.ht .. " " Sing, 0 heavens, and be 
joyful, 0 eitrth.' Tho dear Lord seems to he 
in our midst. Wo hope soon again to visit 
the water. In the evening, our pnstor 
preached a very solemn and encournging 
discourse from Ephesians ii, 12, 13, and the 
day passed off well. J. H. 

[This is a joyful report, indeed! The pas
tor and his sous nuiting in such holy wol'ld 
Long mny they live and prosper I How does 
om· brother Kellaway and the gitrden near Bath 
appear this spring-time?-En.J 

SAXMUNDHAM. 
"On ~fay 1st, 1856, our beloved pastor, Mr. 

Day, baptized two believers upon confession 
of their faith in Christ Jesus. Mr. Day deli
vered a very impressive discourse from the 
words, "Then went out to him Jerusalem, 
and all J nuea, aml all the region round about 
Jordan, and ·were baptized of him in Jordan, 
confessing their sins," Matt. iii. 5, 6, showing 
the place where they were baptized, the qua
lification for baptism, and the scripture au
thority for baptism itself. Our little chapel 
was crammed; and the congregation seemed 
to feel the solemnity of so grand an ordi
nance. In the afternoon our pastor received 
into Chur~h-fellowship those that were bap
tized, and three others from other Churches, 
making five more added to our little band. 
The Lord is doing great things for us. May 
many more be brought out of darkness il1!0 
his marvellous light. So prays yours m 
Christ. A. C. K." 

ANOTHER BELIEVER CROWNED WITH 
GLORY. 

!\fa. Stephen Mitchell was (through the 
grace of God) a genuine Christian; one who 
well .knew the plngne of the heart nnd the 
remedy for it-" the precious blood of Christ.'' 
His ChristiO\nity was not made up of"many 
wonderful works" before men; but of the 
life and love of God in his soul-" the bidden 
man of the heart"·-" the secret of the Lo,·d, 
which is with them that fear him." Neither 
was he ever unmindful of the poor nnd needy 
of the Lord's people, nor of the cau~e of 
Christ at lnrge; but nl ways stood promment 
among the helpr,rs, when and where help was 
necessary. This I have proved, with ma~y 
others who knew him. I have known hnn 
about ten years, and have been during thaj 
time much in his company, and al ways [oun 
he enjoyed a solemn and sweet delight 111 ~he 
great and glorious realities of the cverlnstmg 
gospel. He was a man of few words; but 
keen penetrntion and deep thought. He 
was a constant hearer of mine, with his denr 
bereaved wifo for seven years, at SnowfieldJ 
Chapel; and had he bee11 1pared1 he intende" 
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to "put on Christ hy believer's baptism." 
Since my removal from London, he has heard 
various ministers, feeling unsettled; but for 
some time past he and his dear partner have 
heard Mr. Wells, to the comfort of their 
hearts ancl the joy of their souls. He al ways 
performed an nctive part with us, when 
l1ealth would permit, at the Friday Evening 
Lecture, at the Ark, or Ebenezer Chapel, 
Ncwington Causeway, and his kind services 
wore useful and acceptable. But now we 
have lost his aid, and his emancipated 
spidt is "crowned with glory." He has 
proved and learned what we have yet to 
prove and learn, that "to die is gain.'' 

For many years he had a weakly, trembling 
body; but a happy and cheerful mind. He 
had" a good hope through grace," a firm faith 
in the merit and mediation of the Lord Jesus, 
with a perpetual dependence on the Saviour's 
blood and righteousness for life and salvation. 
During his last illness he was very much fa
voured with sweet manifestations of the love 
and mercy of God to his soul; and sometimes 
he would relate the same to me, to his dear 
wife, and to others, with "joy unspeakable 
and full of glory." Christ to him was "all in 
all.'' Satan at times hurled his fiery darts at 
him, and cast gloomy thoughts into bis mind; 
but was sooner or later defeated by some pro
mise applied to ),is soul, or the presence of 
Christ enjoyed. He confessed he was a great 
sinner; but God's goodness and mercy was 
greater: of which he would sometimes talk 
( especially to his affectionate wife) for hours. 
I visited and prayed with him frequently dur
ing his last confinement to his room, and 
generally found him happy in mind, cheerful 
in spirit, and willing "to depart and be with 
Christ." Manv sweet sentences and verses of 
hymns escaped his dying lips, to the comfort 
and pleasure of those about him. His sor
rowful partner asked him if he was happy. 
"Yes," he replied," in mind perfectly so. All 
is right. Christ is precious to me; but my 
poor weak frame is nearly exhausted. Do 
beg of the Lord to give me patience that I 
may not murmur and complain.'' Then he 
cheerfully repeated these lines:-

" Though painful at present, 'twill cease before 
long; 

And then, 0 how pleasant, the conqueror's 
song!" 

Seeing his dear wife iu tears, he exclaimed, 
"Do not fret, my dear. All is well. It will 
be a glorious change for me; but not for 
you." (Knowing she would be left with the 
care of an extensive business and of a large 
family.) May God's grace prove sufficient 
for her under her trial. 

Afier many restless nights and wearisome 
days, with earnest longings to be gone, his 
happy, blood-washed soul quitted his mortal 
frame without a sigh or a groan, on llridity, 
April 25th, 1856. His cud was p~ace. He 
has entered with perfect peace on high, bc
Y0nc! the reach of harm, where-

" Not a wave of trnuble rolls 
Acrnss his peaceful breast." 

Mny "my last encl be like his." His mortal 

remains were interred in his family grave, at 
Nunhead Cemetery, on Friday, May 2nd, on 
which occasion I was privileged to officiate. 
About an hour after our return from the in
terment of his body, his infant, Samuel :1ilit
chell, six months old, expired in the arms of 
the nurse. The little dear had been ill a long 
time; and now its happy spirit unites with 
his dear father's in praising the Lord above, 
and shouting Hallelujah before the throne 
eternal. His dear wife is solemnly learning 
that " through much tribulation, she must en
ter the kingdom." llfay " all grace abound" 
in her soul's experience; and may the Lord 
her God so fill the vacancy by his presence, 
powel", and preciousness, as to enable her to 
bear her cross after Jesus, and in sweet sub
mission to his righteous will, exclaiming, 
" The Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken 
a way. Blessed be the name of the Lord." 
So prays her affectionate pastor, 

Gravesend. T. STRINGER. 

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE LORD'S 
DEALINGS WITH, AND TRIUMPHANT 
DEATH OF, :mss BRADBY, OF 
THEALE, BERKSHIRE. 

· ll:lR. EnrroR.-I am requested to fonvard 
the enclosed for insertion in your June num
ber. Many of the readers of the VESSEL will 
be glad to see this account of the grace of God, 
for who can count the dust of Jacob and num
ber the fourth part of Israel, hid from human 
view its the work of Jehovah the Spirit is for 
a time? I knew Miss Bradby from 1847 to 
1855; in and by all the converse I had with 
her I found her an amiable person. In 1848, 
I found in conversation something that left 
an impression upon my mind that in some 
future day it would be made manifest that 
she was a vessel of mercy afore prepared for 
eternal glory. Conscience may accuse, wrath 
revealed therein may make the poor soul 
tremble, but hell, with all its horror, will not 
produce in the soul a hatred of sin as it is 
manifest in Miss Bradby's experience. 

But oh! how sweet is the freeness of God's 
love to the poor sensibly unworthy sinner! 
how pleasino- the news of electing favours to 
that poor m0nn or woman who knows that it 
is not our choice but God's by which we ob
tain salvation! . 

Tbe God of all grace be with you as the 
Editor of a good work, and in your ministerial 
labours, is the desire of my soul for you and 
all that love our Lord Jesus and his Gospel. 
Remainin a- yours and theirs to serve, 

O BENJAMIN FLORY. 

22, Tonb·ridge Street, New Road, St. Pancras. 

"l\Iy object iu recording the following is 
w,ith the hope of soothing nny anguish of 
doubt that may arise in the minds of my 
dearly loved relatives, as to my interest in 
the blood of Christ; trusting the deitr Loni. 
will enable them to rejoice rnlher than mourn 
their loss, that another dear to them bas at
tained her highest wishes. No more mourn
ing an a.bseut God-no more weeping over a 
sense of sin and unworthiness-no more fear-
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ing lest she has 11cither pnrt nor lot in the 
matter-but for eyer freed from Satan's per
~un~iYc po"·ers, nnd rcnlising thnt truth' cmn
plctc in Him,' wcari11g a crown, bearing a 
palm, singing, 'Victory, Victory, through the 
blood of the Lnmb.' 

" In looking back to some earlier days, eYen 
those of my childhood, I can trnce the Lord's 
sovereign power oYcr 111c; generally fearing to 
do tlrnt I knew to be displeasing in his sight, 
bu_t little knowing the cYil_ that was in my 
he:ut by nature, I ,ms somctmies overcome by 
Sn tau\; dcYiccs. The Lord, howcYer, in nwrcy, 
sent the >1rrows of conviction deeply into my 
henrt, so thnt I could haYe hid my face in 
_confusion, and resolYed not to sin against Him 
ai;y more; was much terrified with a sight of 
hell, often fearing tlrnt Satan would tear me 
mrny in the night; notwithstanding all this, 
was not a praying child, saw when my dear
est mother ,ms iil; I then, with tears and 
supplications, called upon Him ,d10 is ever 
ready to answer, at\d always came away with 
an assurance that she would recover, which 
was the case. 

'' After this, years rolled over like a dream, 
h:ising nothing particular to relate, till I come 
to the time when I showed a disposition for 
society, and (in opposition to my dear parents' 
,rishes) Yisited the places where dancing and 
singing songs iYCre the entertainments, but in 
no one instance "\l"as happy. The last time of 
going, in particular, couscicncc smote 111e
rny poor heart wept - and if I could have 
stolen a"ll"ay, freely would ha Ye done so. Soon 
after tliis, the chilling hand of death took 
away one of my dearest brothers; shortly 
after my o,,.u Joyed mother; this was trial 
upon trial, indeed! Oh! how often I felt that 
J could not live under it. My dear correspon
dent, who would have been my partner in 
after years, bad the Lord spared me, endea
Yonred to infuse sweets into my cup of bit
ters, by directing me to Him, "·ho is ever 
ready to strengthen the weak, comfort the 
tossed and tried, and assuage the mourner's 
grief. For awhile a great reluctance showed 
itself, feeling that I was not a child of God, and 
how could 1 go to Hirn or call upon his name? 
but the words rang in my ears, 'Go, tell the 
Lord! ' then I did go, and began to rest in the 
satisfaction tbat 1 was walkiug in the favour 
of His sight; till one Sunday morning, when 
J\!r. B. l'lory, in London Street Chapel, was 
ck~criLing tlie characters of the sinner and 
saint, when speaking of the mijoyments of the 
latter, the sweet yi.-itations of Jesus, &c., l 
exclaimed iu the 1Jitterness of my soul, then 
I am Jost! I am lost! I am lost! and when 
repeating it the last time, surrounded as it 
were by the pangs of bell, the words came 
from on high,' Tliy life is !tid wiil, C!t,·,·st in 
Gud!'" 

Here her pen was laid aside; undoubtedly 
she was too weak to finish, but her dcliver
'.'nce_ from Egyptian bondage, as she related, 
!s still fresh ou my memory. She remained 
In g~·eat d1~tress for several months, with only 
a glnnmenng of hope at intervals that de,i
vcrnnce would some day dawn on account of 
the 1,ro,idse, "Thy life is hid with Christ in 
God." She emlJraced every oppoi"tuuity to 

nttcnd the mc:ms of grnce, and would listen 
to her dear fother'R conversation with Chris
tians, sometimes gaining therefrom a little 
rci'rcshment. At lcn~th the set timo to favour 
her was come, and 1t was one or thoso days 
she so highly prized-the Lord's-day-being 
then free from the cares of business, whiel1 
she superintended for her parent. On that 
day all the fnmily had gono to Chn.pol but 
herself; she retired to a favomite spot in the 
gnnlen, whore no lrnman eyo cottlcl behold, 
rmd took u\' her Bible, hoping to gather somo 
little conso ation; but it was as a sealed book; 
then tried to pray, but could not utter a word. 
In the midst of this dm·kness she felt deliver
ance to ho nigh; an exceeding bright light 
shone around, and in visio1i she saw her dear 
crncificd Saviour on the cross, bleeding for her 
sins; sho was then carried to the portals of 
eternal bliss and beheld His glory; but ~he 
must go no further now. Her peace and JOY 
in believing for some time after this wonder
ful display of the Lord's love, was, indeed, 
past all human understanding; she felt she 
could now endure any afiliction or trouble 
her dear Lord might lay upon her; but her 
faith was to be tried. Some months after this 
she lost sight at times of tho presence of 
Jesus, which caused much mourning. 

One day, whilst walking round the garden, 
the words came from on high, " Be very neat' 
to me, for trouble is at hand;" she wondered 
again and again what it could mean, but 
shortly after realised the truth, for a dear 
sister was taken ill, which rapidly terminated 
in consumption, and died, triumphing in Jesus. 
The Lord now saw fit to afilict her with a 
nervous affection, so that it was extremely 
painful to see any one, even her near friends, 
and every means resorted to for her recovery 
proved ineffectual; for some time, however, 
she could say it was all well, as it kept het· 
very near the Lord, aud seeking his guidance 
continually. She was much strengthened and 
refreshed by the ministry of llfr. Mote in par
ticular, who frequently snpplie<l at London 
Street Chapel, but being so very timid she 
never had an interview with him until a dny 
or two before her departure from this vale of 
sorrow and nfil_iction. 

When she appeared to be gaining a little 
strength, and had purposed being united to 
her correspondent, she caught a sevel'e cold 
which settled on the lnngs, and showed every 
predisposition to rnpicl" consumption; in nil 
this her Jesus gnve her patience; not one mur
mming word escaped her pale lips; she would 
often say "the Lord is vory merciful, He lays 
no more on me than He gives me strength to 
bear." Sho was evidentiy fast ripening for 
that glory the Lord had in reserve fot• !,er. 
Her language on one occasion was, "I feel 
like a tired mariner, longing to get into port, 
into the blessed hnvon of etemal rost; th_o 
dear Lord is daily showiug me that all hero 18 

labelled with vanity, and my wcarisomo !teart, 
finding no home, no place of rest _bitt m tho 
bosom of a precious Christ, will reJotce whot'. 
the few fleeting days have rolled, nnd I bent 
the voice, " Come in, thou blessed of ruy 
Father." 

OJ.1 the 8rd of March, at her request, Mr, 
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Mote visited her, nnd although she hnd not 
spoken aloud for some time through weak
ness, yet the Lord gnve her st,rength to con
verso freely nnd distinctly to him for more 
th,m an hour. On the Tuesday she naked if 
any clmngo wns evident in her countenance, 
snying she hoped lt would have been her 
cornnntion dny, ns she was taken worse that 
dny r, week previous. On Wednesday, about 
noon, sho felt tlw chilling hnrnl of der,th 
seize her, and requested that her father might 
bo called; ns soon as he entered the room, she 
exclaimed, with joy beaming in her counte
nnnce, " Oh! father, the glorious change is 
now come, it will soon be all Jesus, Jcsns for 
ever-Jesus for ever;'' seeing her sisters weep
ini(, "don't weep, my dears, don't weep; rather 
reJoice and praise the Lord that He is about 
to take me home." -She then asked her father 
to read one of Watts's hymns to her, " How 
condescending and how kind," &c., then one 
of Hippon's, "If God is mine," &e.; many 
othe,· hymns, as also portions of Scripture, 
applicable to her situation, were repeated, to 
all of which she responded, nud raised con
tinually her withered hand in token of satis
faction. Her agony in gasping for breath at 
times during her remaining hours was tlis
tressing to wit11css, and would have made the 
stoutest heart to tremble, yet withal a hea
venly smile beamed on her countenance, and 
when a little easier she said, "Oh! how pre
ciot1s Christ is to me; when my agonies are 
greatest-·and they are, indeed, far beyond de
scription-then He is 1nost dear to me; I seem 
hanging upon Him; He gives mejnst strength 
sufficient, not one atom to spare;" a~ another 
time, "Ah! here is dying grace for a dying 
hou,·,-

1 My Jesus makes a dying bed, 
As soft as dowuy pillows nre.'" 

spirit had taken its flight to the blest man
sions without even a struggle. 

11 One gentle sigh, the fetters break, 
We scarce can say she's gone, 

Before the rnnsom'cl spirit takes 
Her mansion near the tb.ro11e." 

HAILS HAM. 

D1<Ar. BROTHER BANKS,-We held onr 
usual service at the Baptist Chapel, Hail
sham, on Good Friday last, and were mnch 
favoured by the glorious testimony borne to 
eternal truth by our good brethren Wall, of 
Rye, and Saxby, of Crow borough; the former 
preached in the afternoon a very animated 
discourse from Isa. Iii. 13 to the end. He 
spoke first of the glorious object; second of 
His humiliation; third, His exaltation; and 
fourth of the blessed consequences thereof It 
was both savoury and seasonable to many 
present. 

After tea refreshment had been served out 
by the Phccbes aud ~Iarthas of the family to 
a goodly number of friends, Brother Saxby 
preached the words of sound doctrine from 
John xix.'30, "It is .finished." The preachers 
and their sermons were like Moses' silver 
tnunpets-all of a piece, ,:nd they blew them 
with a certain sounJ, and we were si.veetly 
led into the enjoyment David speaks of:
" Blessed are the people that hear (and know) 
the joyful sound." 

The following lines, written by your cor
respondent during Brother,Vnll's sermon, were 
snug at the close, and are sent by the pressing 
request of many friends who would be gbd 
to possess a copy of them in their next 
VESSEL. 

Again," What should I now do, if only an nrm 
of flesh supported me? but, WRITTEN WHILE HEARING A. SEIDIO::i FROM 

' On Christ, the solid rock, I stand, 
All other else is sinking sand."' 

Much more was said, equnlly indicative of n 
soul stayed on Jesus; but to pass 011: towards 
night, her agony in breathing being again 
very distressing, and fearing she should be 
suffocated from the accumulation of phlegm 
- the enemy lrnd harassed her at times 
throughout her illness that her dissolntion 
would be verv painful-she begged her father 
to entreat tl1e Lord's blessing on a drop of 
cold water, saying that it might allay her 
sufferings more thau all the medicine in the 
World with His blessing, and grnut her n little 
sleep, if it was His will; 0110 teaspoonful of 
Water nfterwurds taken had the desired cfkct. 
~he frequently askec\ the time; at length, find
ing midnight had arrived, and still in the body, 
sl:e said, "I thought I should havo supped 
)~1th my Lord to-night, bnt 11m disappointed." 
l he reply was, "Yon 'II breakfast with Him." 
She then said, " Lord lrnsten thy chnriot
Wheels, for ever to be with mv Jesus;" she 
soon after closed her eyes to sleco, nrnl awoke 
sayin_g, "Sleep in Jestis, sleephig in Jesus," 
ancl m a quRrter of 1111 honr her ransomed 

ISAIAH UI. 13, ETC. 

1. 
Behold, my soul, the Man

The Servrmt of the Lord; 
Who brings salvation to our souls 

The great incarnate Word. 

2. 
Behold the wondrous Man

The God incarnate see! 
What wounds, what suflerings He bore 

Ou Calrnry's rugged treo. 

Behold, behold the Man-
Extolled and very high ; 

Salvation's glorious work is done
lie Ii ves no more to die. 

4. 
Behold the Man, ye saints ; 

He reigns o'er great and smt1ll-
He 's drown'd your sins 1ind saved yom souls

T hen crown Him Lore\ of all, 
CORNELIUS SLl~l. 

Hailsham, Sussex, lflay 10, 1856. 
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BETHESDA, IPSWICH. 

\)." Lord's-day, tl_10 4tl~ of llfay, 1856, seven 
peis°.ns were; b,optizcd m Bethesda Chapel, 
lprn 1ch, by 1. 1 oock. His address was found
ed on the 12th of Luke, 4ith verse. The 
cong,·egation "·as large and nttentive and the 
c~ndidates enjoyed no small share of the Di
,·me presence, calling on all to assist to bless 
and praise his name for having plucked such 
bi:ands. out of the fire, and honoming them 
with will and power to follow Him in that 
blessed ordinance. 

Everything, in and from such seasons, 
n~y dear brother Ba:nks, . is ~ruly refreshing. 
1 o see our Lord glonfied m lus own order and 
orders ; to behold the grace-subdued sinner 
C?ming s'! cheerfully willing, sun-ounded by 
eight or nme hundred witnesses, many weep-
10g for JOY, others weeping for sorrow because 
they ":ere. n?t among the number, how en
couragmg 1t 1s to the servants of God-it is 
enough to enable t_hcm 1':' bless their great 
!llaster, to preach Him to smners, and even to 
speak to the-

" Angels, distinguished in your names, your 
heights 

Of glory, and of power ; as you are pleas'd 
To see the prodigal return and shout 
'With mighty joys, when s~1ners sav'd and 

wash'd 
In J ~sus' blood advance with songs of 

pralse; 
:Kow join with me, sing you his Godhead, 

and 
Eternity, I '11 sing the same, and more; 
That He was Man for me. Sing you his 

power, 
By which He made you, and all else that's 

ma.de; 
I 'II sing the Love that died for men, and me 
A worm especially. Sing you his glory ' 
And universal monarchy thro' all 
Eternity-_! '11 sing the bleeding King, 
The ,ictones He hRs won, and how his love 
Has conquered this my stubborn heart. 

Sing 
You the favours he has shown to you your 
Service in his presence, and how He kept 
You when so many myriads felL I '11 sino
His love that pass'd your nature by, a1~d 

took 
My flesh and blood, and wears it on the 

throne; 
Jn which I am exalted, rais'd, a son, 
A king, and consort, of my Maker, plac'd 
For ever in his presence, on his heart, 
His glory, and his diadem. The love 
That finish'd my transgression, made me 

pure, 
And evermore preserves me, without spot 
Or stain, his joy, and his rejoicing. 0 ! 
W~s eyer love like His? Triumphant Zion, 
Jmn with me. Once the sons of tribulation 
Sav'd by the worthy Lamb, your robes noV: 

wash'd, 
And in his blood made white, the force of 

love 
Distinguishing, forgiving, perpetual, 
And llllcha.ngeable, you prove with ever 

new ' 
Delight: I hear you sing, worthy the Lamb 

Who once wns slnin, nnd by his blooc\ rc
decm'd 

Us unto God. Since this is all yonr theme 
Wi~h you my every power shall join and 

smg, 
For ever worthy, worthy is the Lamb. 
Worth;i: the )wly, slaughter'd Lamb, t~ livo 
And reign o er every world and creature. 
Let all the church of God, above below 
And all _things else that breath~, with 'mo 

conspire 
To lift his sacred praise, till time sball die 
A11d an eternal state commence. I, smit ' 
With. wonder, sink and bow beneath tho 

weight 
Of everlasting love, thy love, my God! 

Ipswich, 1,fay 10th, 1856. DEBTOR. 

THE CHURCH AT SAFFRON WALDEN. 

To the Editor of the Eartl1en Vessel-

DEAR BROTHER,-The past year has been 
one of great trial with us. We have had 
much affliction, and many deaths in the 
Church and congregation. But our loss is 
their eternal gain. 

Amongst the number is brother James 
BRCon, who was an active deacon· his end 
w~s tri?mpha~t. It was truly pleasing to be 
with him. His remarks on Christ and his 
glorious W?rk were deeply profitable, so that 
one left his room very much edified and en
couraged. The importance of a knowledge o( 
an interest in the blood, righteousness, and 
complete atonement of ,Jesus by the power of 
the Holy Ghost was the constant theme on 
which he dwelt. How his heart warmed and 
rej~iced ~hen speaking of the grace of God in 
givmg him a personal knowledge of his in
terest in the covenant of grace. A few days 
before his death, he said,-" 0 brother Wilson, 
I have had a hard struggle with the enemy 
since I saw you last, but, blessed be my Jesus, 
He hath given me the victory through his 
blood, and the Holy Spirit has powerfully ap
plied these words to my soul, ' When thy 
heart and thy flesh faileth, I will be the 
strength of thy heart and thy portion for 
ever.' And, blessed be his holy name, I have 
no doubts now. 0 ! that word for ever I Jesus 
is mine, and I am his for ever I O ! my bro
ther, preach Him, preach Him as the only 
foundation for poor sinners. Preach Him doc· 
trinally, and experimentally, and practically; 
never mind w ha_t any one says, God is wit_h 
you, and He will be with you. Bless bis 
dear name, how precious I how precious ! " In 
this blessed form he continued, until be ex• 
changed time for a blissful eternity. 

Dear brother, we have also had some dew
drops from Jesus. Blessed be God, we enjoy 
that invaluable blessing, union, with peace 
among ourselves. I have also had the plea
sure of baptizing five of the Lord's beloved OI)C8• 

0 Lord, l beseech Thee, send now prosperit.y. 
Amen and Amen. 

Yours truly, 
D. WILSON, 

Saffron Walden, May 11.tl,, 1856. 
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AN INTERESTING HISTORY OF THE 

RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE 
BAPTIST CHURCH, 

AT ALCONBURY WESTON, HUNTS; 
on, TUE lJAY OF SMALL TIIINGS NOT nE

Sl'JSED. 

A DEMONSTRATIVI!: proof of this truth was given 
nt Alcon bury Weston, Hunts, on Tuesday, the 
15th of April, when a neat litUe building, 
capable of holding from 150 to 200 persons, 
was opened for divine worship. Mr. John 
Foreman, of London, preached in the morn
ing and evening, and Mr. Defrane, from Lut
terworth, in the afternoon. Some few things 
connected with the rising and progress of this 
interesting cause will fully bear out the truth 
of that statement which the prophet was 
commissioned to declare to nis Church, viz. 
that God despisetb not the day of small 
things. 

Toward the latter end of the last century, 
there lived in this village an obscure indivi
dnal named Sprowston, who was isolated 
from the rest of the villagers by bis walk, by 
his expectations, and by his pursuits. His 
religion was strange to them, and bis habits 
were strange to them; for instead of follow
ing the sound of the bells by the side of the 
brook to the steeplebouse, be used to wend 
his way on a Lord's-day morning to Spald
wick, a village four or five miles off, to hear 
the Word of God as delivered in a meeting
house there, where the late Mr. Manning for 
many years ministered, and who, some years 
after Mr. Sprowston was dead, baptize<l two 
of bis daughters. To his neighbours it ap
peared a strange anomaly, that he should pre
fer going so far on a Sunday, instead of going 
to that venerable pile where the villagers wor
shipped, and where all ,qood Christians are 
bound to meet; and, instead of bearing a gen
tleman decked in surplice and gown, to pre
fer hearing an unlettered and ignorant man, 
was a choice certainly that no other person 
in the pince could be induced to make-a po
sition which none other had any inclination 
to aspire to. About this time, one John 
Fnvell came and took up his residence here; 
be was a good-hearted and comfortable 
church-going man, and very forward among 
those who conducted the singing there; and 
he has been heard to say, that the first thing 
that made him feel at all uncomfortable 
about his religion, was a remark that fell 
from the lips of one of the women singers; 
they bad met to practise in the church after 
the congregation left, and one of the com
pany asked, "What shall we sing?" " Oh," 
said the woman, "we don't care what; let's 
have something funny." This answer startled 
Mr. Favell exceedingly. He thought of the 
sacredness of the pl!tce, of the sacredness of 
the day, of the sacredness of their profession 
as singers, as he had never thought before; 
this made him most uneasy and restless-the 
mustard-seed was sown-the leaven bad been 
put into the meal-spiritual life had e!1tcred 
-a principle of grace was implanted m the 
heart-and Mr. Godfearing had taken posses-

sion of every avenue to the soul. He fonml 
himself npon a. path he had not travelled be
fore, quite alone, and in a strange road en
compassed in a darkness that might be 1felt; 
he went about seeking some one to whom he 
might communicate a portion of his sorrows, 
and relate his very singular fears; for he 
could scarce believe that any one ever bad 
such fears before him. At this juncture he 
came in contact with poor old Mr. Sprowston; 
and as kindred spirits commingle together, 
and musical sounds sweetly harmonise, so 
their souls became imperceptibly and indis
solubly united, while they spake often one to 
another of the things of God; and by bis 
comforting conversation, by his counsels, and 
bis prayers, he encouraged this young disciple 
to press forward toward the mark for the 
prize of his high calling. The Scriptures 
were diligently searched to see if his spot was 
the spot of God's children; he found his cha
racter depicted by "the poor" and "the 
needy,"" the hungering" and" the thirsting;'' 
and be has been heard to say, that that cou
plet of Dr. Watts was once made very precious 
to bis soul-

" A feeble saint shall win the day, 
Though death and bell obstruct the way." 

Our old friend Sprowston about this time 
died; but God had still preserved a seed in 
that village; the light of truth, though shin
ing never so dimly, was not to be extin
guished-the work of grace was destined to 
go on and prosper; it was a plant of the Fa
ther's right-hand planting, which should 
never be rooted up-it was the small mus
tard-seed which should become a tree, under 
whose branches the villagers around should 
gather to harken to the tidings of salva
tion: thus this man resembled Abraham of 
old, in whose loins was the future Church in 
embryo. An altar was reared to the Lord 
God J5f· Israel, at which be and his family 
worshipped; and sometimes at these hallowed 
moments, on a Lord's-day evening, be would 
invite a few of bis neighbours to attend, when 
a portion of the Word of God was read, bis 
praises sung, and supplications to bis throne 
humbly offered. But after a while some
thing more was felt to be wanted; these be
nighted villagers bad never beard the sound of 
a gospel ministry, and as a preacher of right
eousness. sometimes passed by that way, Mr. 
Favell could not enjoy bis morsel alone, but 
bad his house licensed that bis neighbours 
around might have the way of salvation more 
perfectly expounded unto them. In this 
good work the late Mr. Freeman, oC Godman
cbester, of blessed and revered memory, was 
first. He took bis text from the 8th chapter 
of Acts and 5th verse: "Thon Philip went 
down to the city of Samaria and preached 
Christ unto them;" and be told the attentive 
villagers that this would be the burden of bis 
subject to them. This was soon after the be
ginning of the present century; ancl from 
that time to the present, the Word of Life has 
been dispensed here occasionally, although 
the place was so obscure that the Home Mis
sionary Society never found its way thither 
by its assistants or agents. The house being 
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now licensed, it wu alwttys open for worship 
whenever a minister of trnth passed by th1tt 
wny, or felt in his heart " desire to visit the 
pMple. Our. old friend being a member nt 
Grent Giclding, the pnstor o,·cr that chnrch 
occnsionnlly used to come nnd speak; but the 
ronds generally being in such a bnd stnte, and 
n distHnce of six miles inlcn-ening, mnde 
~nch Yisits very few and far between, nntil 
about 1826, when n Mr. Tandy, the then minis
ter of Gidding, nscd to come more frequeutly, 
sometimes ns often a~ once n month. But 
wheucvm· the house wns open, it was pleasing 
to see such n desire evinced by the people to 
hear, ns the place wns mostly crowded. After 
the Lord wns plensed to remove Mr. Tandy 
by denth, a Mr. Bull was for some yenrs the 
acknowledged pastor in his room; nnd as 
the roads were by this time much improved, 
before he left Gidding, he nsed to preach here 
once a fortnight. Thus, by his conduct and 
conversation, did this good old saint declare 
to his neighbours around him, "Choose you 
whom you will serve; but a& for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord;" and as the 
family of Obed-edom of old was blessed for 
the Ark's sake, so God in his tender mercy 
was pleased in very deed to bless the house of 
his servant. About the year 1840, a grand
daughter of his, a Miss Barth was married to 
n l\Ir. Robson, a very respectable and opulent 
tra<lesmnn in London. This event appeared 
at that time to have no connection whatever 
with that small mustard-seed which her 
grandfather was the honoured instrument of 
sowing- in her native Tillage; but He whose 
purposes must ·stand, and who seeth not as 
man seeth, had designed that event to be one 
big with results to that infant caus.e, as the 
sequel will show. In the June of 1844, it 
pleased God of his infinite mercy to release 
from a body of sin and death this dear and 
honoured saint, in the 82nd year of h~ age.• 
Be was truly in the position of good okl Ja
cob when he said, "I have waited for thy sal
vation, 0 Lord;" he was respected and re
vered by the villagers; and many years before 
his death the generality of them used to call 
him "grandfather." His son, Thomas Favell, 
occupied the house after he left it, and still it 
was a Bethel-a house of bread to the inha
bitants; for God had determined that the 
light of his truth should not be quenched, al
though there might be oppositions and ob
structions thrown in the way. After Mr. 
Bull left Gidding, which was in 1848 or 1849, 
a Mr. Fish presided over that people; and 
then it was the time of Mr. Fish to bring the 
good news of salvation beneath that hal
lowed roof, where so many of the servants of 
the most high God had la.bonred before him. 
Mr. Thomas Favell being a member with Mr. 
Jlish, there was no obstruction to the Word of 
God being still dispensed to tbe people from 
tl;is quarter. Indeed, a hearty welcome was 
!liven to any minister of the truth who felt 
rnclmed to pay them a visit: aud a meeting
for prayer was now permanently estal>lished 

• A short _account of his latter day• and 
death was written ID. the GQspel 11 eruld for 
J Ulle, 1846. 1 

on a Lord's-day evening, the good tnnn so fre
quently officiating in tho phtco of II minister 
that he was a sort of priest in his qw11 house' 
The ntten<lanco Wf\S rcgnlnr; :u1d there wcr~ 
seveml among them whose hmuts God hnd 
touched. There were several l\t the ndjaeent 
village of Alconbnry who Io,·cd the truth 
and LheJ: gener~lly nd<led their number nt 
these socml rneetrngs. About 1850 the friends 
joined nnd hired a large lo~ ov,er stl\blcs, &c., 
at Alconbnry, capable of holdmg more thn11 
100 persons. Here now wns a door 111 ways 
open, and one of the Alconbury friends, a 
Mr. Parker, used to spenk to the people Jn 
the absence of a qualified minister. A 
Church was formed on pure Gospel principles 
a~ nckuow !edged by nn,I set forth by th; 
\\ ord of God; and Mr •. Leech, from North
ampton, hns baptized severnl on a profession 
of their faith in Christ. Thus the Lord was 
pleased to bless, from time to time, the ln
bonrs of his servants amongst them. The,r 
greatly began to feel their need of a stated mi
nister, as frequently they were entirely-without 
one at all. This was really a calamity to the 
infant cnuse; the people were at a stand so 
they cried unto the Lord in their trouble· 
and, as Be is ever wont, Be helped them out 
of their distress, but in snch a way as they 
little expected. About twelve months a"0 
there was a quantity of land sold by ancti~1{ 
at Weston. Mr. Robson, of whom mention 
has been made before, who married Miss 
Barth, the late Mr. John Favell's grand
daughter, came down from London and 
bought a field adjacent to Westo;1, but lying 
on the road between the two- villages; ancl 
out of this field he muniflcently gave a piece 
of land on which t6 build a chapel and ves
try, with land to make the chapel twice its 
present size, if required. He stayed not here 
in his liberality to this little people; but 
gave them also ten guineas to encourage 
them to arise and build. Having such en
couragement, what people, however diffident, 
conld resist? Like Abraham, servant of old, 
they felt assured that the thing pl"occeded 
from the Lord, and that the Lord bad 1101v 

made room for them; they felt they must 
arise and build, and cnll the name of the 
place "Rehoboth.'' A subscription was set all 
foot amongst themselves and friends; by 
this means about 761. were raised, and at the 
opening the people offered, willingly and no
bly more than 200 lbs. of meat, in beef, mutton, 
hams, &c., which were given for the din
ner on the day of opening, when tickets were 
sold at 1s. each for those who chose to dine in 
a large tent; 105 sat down to dinner; and 
more than 500 sat down to tea, at 6d. each. 
The tea was also a gift by the ladies of tllo 
village. This, with the collections at tho 
doors, brought 36l. more. Thus bath tho 
Lord blessed his people here; and the open
ing of the place was a da,i:- that will be Ion~ 
remembered by many. !'he word droppc 
with a divine unction; It came in demonstra
tion of spirit and with power. God has no\¥ 
sent them a minister also, a Mr. Homyer, late 
of Kettering, who has been amongst the1?1 
ever since Christmas last, and appe111·s a mi

. nfater well suited to such II position, May hIS 
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Jabonrs nmong them be crowned with nbnn
dant success, tlrnt this little one ma.y become 
a thonsand, and this smrtll one n strong na
tion; nnd should 11nyone who reads this feel nny 
sympathy towards this interesting cause, nny 
don11tlon will be most thankfully received in 
postage stamps, or otherwise, addressed to Mr. 
John 13arth, Alcon bury Weston1 Hunts. They 
nre n needy people; they have done what they 
can for themselves, nntl it may- be tho Lord 
will stir np the henrts of some of his dear ser
vants to render them pecuniary aid, as, beside 
tho support of n minister, they- hnve- still a 
debt of 1701. on the chapel. Surely this is 
an evidence that " God despiseth not the day 
of small things." 

Cambridge. J OSl!:Pll, 

ORDINATION OF MR. HENRY HUTCH
INSON AT BEDMONT, HERTS, ON 
TUESDAY, MAY 6Trr, 1856. 

THE morning wns very fine; the sun shone; 
the fields, the woods, rind the hedges, echoed 
with the praises of the feathered tribes-the 
cuckoo and the nightingale reminding us of 
the return of spring-the fruit-trees, clad in 
a snowy whiteness, bespoke the appl'oachlng 
summer. The fields, putting forth the tender 
blade, seemed to join unanimously together 
to praise the God of creation, while a few 
sinners met together to praise Him for re
demption,. and to acknowledge his providence 
and grace. 

The morning service commenced by sing
ing-

" See, n1y soul, a Structure rising, 
From the wreck of Adam's race." 

llfr. Milner read part of the 4th chapter of 
Ephesians, and delivered the ordination 
prayer. Hymn; nnd then Mr. l\Ii!ner pro
ceeded to state the nnture of a Gospel church; 
reacl for his text, "And the Lord added to 
the Chnl'Ch daily such as should be saved." 
He gave some good instruction about the 
matte!', stating what a gospel church was, the 
offices in it, the officers of it, the ordinances 
belonging to it. He spoke of the advantages 
n,nd tile disadvantages of ministers, the neces
sity of being set apat't for the special work of 
the ministry, so that n minister's time, iusteacl 
of being occupied with wol'ldly mattel's, 
should be devoted to reading and study; and 
also that n minister should have his mind 
we]] stored with gospel truths, and n good 
V~riety of infol'mation. He spoke of the pri
vileges of a gospel church; "they wel'e not 
C?nfined to numbers, whether it was six, 01• 
8~lt hnndl'ed; neither was there any distinc
tion of seit regarded in the privileges of the 
gl'nce of God; where you find a body of peo
ple enjoying the privileges of the Lord's house, 
you find a gospel church tlrn pillar and ground 
of tl'uth.'' 

M1·. Milner next called upon the Chnrch to 
state the ci1use of their tiiking-this step, when 
M!·· J. Hicket, the deacon, stated that ttbout 
thnty years a"O there w,is preaching at lled
mont, by a fa~mel' of the 'name of Twitchell, 
l\nd this contilmcd until Mr, Hutchinso11 came, 

in 1850,_as an nssist!tnt to help him, beinu re
quested by the late ,fames Twitchell, 0 o,nd 
other friends. This continued till February 
1854, when Mr. Hutchinson, and five female~: 
were formed into a ehnrch, under the hanrls 
of Mr. R. Searle of Two Waters, and .Vlr. R. 
Figg, of Redbonrne, four of the number being 
those tbat h<td been called under the mi
nistry of Mr. Hutchinson; and since that 
time, others have been ndded to the church; 
some have been bnptized by Mr. H., anll some 
have been received, having been mem hers of 
oHier churches that nre not now in existence, 
and the Lord is certainly blessing his labours 
here at Bedmont. 

Mr. Milner expressed his satisfaction with 
the statement made, and then called upon 
Mr. Hutchinson to state his call by grace, his 
call to the work of the ministry, and the doc
trines he believed, to which Mr. H. answered: 
-First, his call by grace, which was simple, 
nothing very extraordinary, further than 
being deeply convinced of his state as a sin
ner, and a fearful apprehension of being lost 
eternally; this led him to seek for a saviour, 
sometimes hoping, sometimes doubting, and 
sometimes mourning, ancl wishing he had 
never been born; but he endeavoured to keep 
these things to himself, for he thought if any 
one knew what a sinner he had been, they 
would surely spurn him from them. This 
began in 1842, and continued till the anni
versary of Salem Chapel, Two Waters, in 
1846. Mr. Wells preached in the morning 
and afternoon from Acts x. 34, but he did not 
find what he wanted. Mr. Wells preached in 
the evening from Ephesians ii. 19, and though 
he had heard three sermons preached from 
those very words on the previous Lord's day, 
the subject on the present occasion seemed to 
meet his case; there he found what he 
needed. Mr. H. then went on to state his 
call to the work of the ministry. He said:
" After being delivered from so great a bur
den, nnd having felt the pardon of my sins, 
I was anxious for other sinners to hear the 
Gospel, for I fotmd something in this th::it set 
forth the greatness of the love of God, the 
richness of his mel'cy, and the freeness of his 
grace; and if my sins could be p:u·doue<l, 
surely- thel'e was no doubt about any one 
else; if I had obtained mercy, snl'ely there 
was mercy for any one else; I heard tile truth 
preached, but to me it dill not seem to go fal' 
e11ough, for I tllought there was a deficiency 
in the preaching I was privileged to hear, 
and my heart burned with lov~ and sym~,itlly 
to poor sinners that, perhaps like mysell, had 
been driven almost to despair; and I was 
anx.ious for the Lord to nmke use of me, 
thinking I was a braud plucked out of the 
fire and that I could testify of his love, 
n1c{.cy, nntl grace; this desire continuetl witb 
me. I sometimes condu~ted a prayer mect
ino- in the absence of minister or deacon, but 
on';. night I hacl a remal'kable dream; I 
thought I was in a certain chapel reading the 
3rd of Ezekiel; it wns ouly a. Urearu; the next 
day I took my llible and read the chapter, 
and when I came lo theso words, 'Son of 
man, I h,we made thee a watchman to the 
house of Israel,' I trembled very mnch; but 



146 TllR EARTHEN VESSEL, [JUNF, I, 1850, 

the whole of the chapter was much impressed 
on my mind. Some time p,issed, and not 
feeling disposed to go to chapel one Lord's
day morning, I made an cxcnse to stay at 
home; bnt one of the members called aud 
asked me to go to chapel, as our minister was 
ill, and conld not come. I went, and canied 
on the service, speaking from 1 Peter v. 2, 
3, 4. At another time 1 went with an inten
tion not to take any part in the carrying on 
the serYice, bnt when I entered the chapel, 
there was neither 111inister nor deacon, and 
I carried on the service, attempting to speak 
from lsRiah xxviii. 16. These were the first 
times I at.tempted to preach. Some time after 
this I came to Bedmont, and our departed 
friend, James Twitchell, knowing 1 had 
preached at Two Waters two or three times, 
asked me if I would speak at Bedmont, which 
I did. I was then requested to come as an 
assistant, but I did not want to come, and 
therefore said if our church would consent to 
it, I would, thinking they would not comply 
with the wishes of the friends at Bedmont; 
but one of the deacons answered, when I laid 
it before the church, 'If the Lord has a work 
for you to do at Bedmont, we cannot say 
anything against it; ' so I had no excuse; I 
came to Bedmont, and about the third time I 
came the Lord was pleased to bless the word 
to one person in a way of conversion, who 
is now a member with us, and is present; 
and several of the mem hers have been called 
through my instrumentality. We also have 
four candidates for baptism at the present 
time; three out of the four profess to have 
been called under my ministry.·• Mr. Hutchin
son then stated his views of gospel truth, and 
Mr. Milner asked if he at any time changed 
his views of truth, if he would honestly tell 
the people, and he replied in the affirmative. 
The church were asked to signify their choice 
of Mr. H. as their pastor; the show of hands 
was taken. Mr. H. was asked if he accepted 
the people, to which Mr. H. replied in the 
affirmative, and held up his hand as an evi
dence of the sarue. Mr. Mills then asked Mr. 
Wells, and :Mr. John Pratt of Redbourn, to 
give the right hand of fellowship to the newly
recognised pastor and deacon, as a proof of 
their .approbation of the steps they had 
taken, which Mr. Wells and Pratt, with Mr. 
Milner, readily consented to. The morning 
sen·ices were certainly very solemn and im
pressive. 

Jn the afternoon Mr. Wells delivered the 
charge, selecting for his text ,Joshua i. 6: 
" Be strong, a71,d of a good courage: for unto 
thu; peopk shalt thou divide for cm i71,heritance 
tlu land, which I aware unto their fathers to 
give them." 

Mr. Wells said: " This is merely a formal 
ceremony with you, as it is quite evident from 
your statement this morning, that you have 
all the elements of a good minister of the 
Gospel. This is only the beginning of your 
uselulness ; but I certainly believe the Lord 
intends you for a larger sphere of usefulness, 
e1tLer here or elsewhere; but I hope it may 
be here: I shall, therefore, address myself to 
you tl11s afternoon and notice first the land 
in which you are to ,(,,orlc :- seco~dly, the peopk 

of the land:-thirdly, tlte oath of Gnd:-mid 
fourthly, the exko,·tatio". 

"First, the land in which you nre to work. 
this is gospel lnnd, and here are some of th; 
boundaries described: here is, first, the wilder. 
ness; that you are no stranger to, for you 
gave us a proof you know something of this 
wilderness state :-then you come to Lebanon 
which signifies white, setting forth sancti6ca~ 
tion ; here yon know something of being 
cleansed from all sin by the blood of Christ: 
then you come to the grnat river Euplwates 
which will mean fr,1i1julness, and that I am 
happy to say is to be found in you; and then 
comes the land of the Hittites: you must not 
fear them, neither have anything to do with 
them, or they will hold you tight; they are 
tites; and so you will find them; and cominv 
unto 'the great sea toward the going down of 
the sun;' my fancy leads me to look at this 
sea as meaning eternity, it is toward the going 
down of the sun." , 

Mr. Wells spoke of the seven fruits of the 
land, as described in the 8th of Deuteronomy: 
the wheat, he said, w.a:;11:,Christian experience; 
the barley-cake next; ".ff you cannot get any 
wheat," said Mr. W., "roll in a cake of barley 
a piece of rough experience; this will do good 
at times, and will knock down all the camp of 
the Midianites; vines come next, then fig
trees; and you will often find the figs will be 
needed to lay upon the sores of a poor sinner; 
it is also a land of pomegranates; a land of 
oil olive, and honey; so your work will begin 
with wheat and end with honey. This is 
very remarkable." Mr. Wells also made a few 
remarks upon the 3rd chapter of the 1st 
of Timothy, in reference to the work of the 
ministry, 

In the evening Mr. Wells preached to the 
Church from the 2nd Corinthians vi. 6: "We 
then, as workers together with him, beseech 
you that ye receive not the grace of God in 
Yain." He noticed, first, the position "with 
God," and then being workers together with 
him, and lastly, the admonition. llfr. Wells 
showed, "if we are with God, we must first 
be born again; we must know something of 
this change, and our being with him would 
mean, first, reconciliation-secondly, confir
mation." Very blessedly did Mr. Wells open 
up the doctrine of reconciliation to God by 
the death of his dear Son-how far we had 
gone in · sin from the Lord, how far sin bad 
carried us, and would have eternally destroy
ed us, but Jesus went to the bottom of he!l 
for his Church-he went further in his hutm
liation than Satan ever can in degradation. 
Christ went to the bottom of hell in his suf
ferings, but Satan can never go to the bottoi:n 
of his punishment, so that his punishment is 
eternal. Christ never was degraded by the 
sufferings He endured; He was humiliated,and 
He went to the bottom of hell, put an encl to 
sin, abolished death, and triumphed ~".er, th~ 
devil· and this He did for our reconc1hnt1◊n, 
we aie not only reconciled to God, but we aro 
reconciled to the doctrines of truth. . 

Mr. Wells gave the Church good advice. 
Also to the pastor. Mr. Wells spoke very 
blessedly concerning the work beiug go_sp1 
work, and how the grace of God was receive 
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in vn.in; thus ended n. hnppy ilay with the 
people n.t Bcdmont. We hnd ngood n.ttendance 
n.11 dn.y, more than could find room in the 
clmpel. II. H. 

BETHEL CHAPEL, LEIGHTON BUZ
ZAHD.-ELECTlON OF MR. BENJAMIN 
DAVIS, PASTOR OF THE CHURCH. 

DEAR BnoTnEn,-In my last communicn-
tion to you, I stated that Mr. James Wilkins 
resigned the chai·ge of the church on April 
the 6th. Since that period, several brethren 
have supplied the pul(,it; and at your sug-ges
tion, Mr. Benjamm Davis, of South Chard, 
was invited as a supply. Having heard him 
for three Sabbaths with pleasure and profit, 
the church have, after deliberation and seek
ing the guidance of Him who holds the stars 
in his right band, come to the conclusion to 
give Mr. Davis an unanimous invitation to 
the pastorate. The invitation having been 
accepted, be will commence his stated labonrs 
here on the first Sabbath in June. Our 
young friend and brother appears designed 
for much usefulness in the vineyards of his 
Lord. May much of the unction of the Holy 
One rest upon him! Yours in the Immu-
table, WM.. WOODSTOCK, 

[Tms is the second time we have been 
favoure,\ to find a suitable and useful pastor 
for this people. We shall be much con
cerned to know that our brother Benjamin is 
even more successful than the Wiltshire 
Joseph, whose branches have indeed run over 
the wall. Surely this " Bethel" is highly 
favoured, first to have a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ in the person of the venerable Roberts, 
then to have a fruitful bough in the person 
of' Joseph _ Wilkins, and now in Jacob's 
younger son, Benjamin Davia, to possess a 
faithful champion, full of holy fire and !Dental 
vigour! This is Bethel indeed !-En. J 

A GOSPEL COTTAGE IN BRISTOL. 

DEAR BANKS,-Thesc five years have I 
been running up and down this city, trying 
to hear the sound of the glorious Gospel of 
Jesus, but could find none until within these 
few weeks, when I met with a l\Ir. Gzorge 
Harris, who speaks unto a few poor people 
I~ a small cottage. The first tirrie I heard 
lum, my soul was knitted unto him. Oblige 
lts with a corner in the VESSJ;:L, that others, 
Who reside here, may have an opportunity of 
coming to bear this man. He 1s truly one 
decided for the truth as it ls in Jesus; a man 
called to endure persecution from those who 
p)·ofess. goclliness, but who deny Its power. 
l here 1s not, as yet, any Chmch formed, but 
We arc looking unto the glorious Head of the 
Cin!rch to manifest his all-~lorions love unto 
}18, u~ making known his will towards us, in 
?r101ng a church upon New Testament prin

ciples. 
On Monday, Fobnrnry 25th, my father, Mr. 

Corbet, of Frame passed through Bristol, nnd 
~poke unto us rr'orn those words, "For it is 
110Possible that the bloocl of bulls nnd of 

goats should take away sin." I believe God 
blessed the word. 

Our little place is in a cottage, top of Bee
hive Lane, Willow Street. If any of your 
readers cannot find it, I wonlr! refer them to 
Mr. Shadrick, Tobacc_oni~t, West Street, op
posite the Batch; or Mr. Hains, Kingsland 
Road, Dings; or Mr. Baker, 7, James Street, 
Pennywell Road; or me, No. 4, New Bri<lgc 
Street, St. Philip's. J. CORBET. 

THE CHURCHES IN CHATTERIS. 

MR. ED!TOR,-In your VESSEL of late we 
hear of the Millennium. There are great mys
teries belonging to the Millennium. We hope 
some of the voyagers now at sea will be skilful 
enough to discover the rocks, and not run 
foul and founder thereby; it will require more 
than human skill, We hope they will be di
rected by spiritual understanding. Mr. Palmer 
seems to have spiritual understanding in this 
very deep, mysterious sea, and we hope he 
will be patie'!t, and not refractory witls those 
who may venture to sail on, and try to dis
cover the deep things hidden in this ocean. 

Some think the period is at hand; they 
think so, no doubt, from observations, from 
circmnstances and events that occur. Now, 
Mr. Editor, if these observers lived at Cbat
teris, in the Isle of Ely, they might be ready 
to conclude that this blessed period was fast 
approaching, from what has, nnd is, taking 
place. The original old Baptist Chapel, for
merly called "Hive-end Chapel," or "Old Lad
son's Chapel" (it is an enduwed property, at 
about 80l. or upwards pe,• year), and was left 
by two females many years ago for the use 
of the particular Baptist interest. The be
fore-mentioned person, 11£r. Ladson ( then 
.Baptist minister of Needingworth ), had the 
property for his life, and preached there once 
a month, if he was able ; at his death, differ
ent ministers occupied the pulpit, and by the 
management of the trustees it has been car
ried out until the present time. The last 
minister that was elected, according to the 
deed, was !\fr. Fisher, now dead. The few 
years l\Ir. Fisher was the minister of the 
place, little, very liU/e was done in the ad
vance. l\lr. Fisher possessed very little philan
thropy. Since his death, different ministers, 
as supplies, have occupied the pulpit, and now 
a Mr. Griffiths bas been elected; and, what 
was neve,. known before, he had a public tea 
on Easter 11£011day 1ast, invited several neigh
bouring ministers, and a pleasant nnd prolit
ahle season it was; peace and joy beamed 
forth in each one's countenance, and the dif
ferent ministers spoke on different subjects 
given-to call the chapel by some definit• 
name-" Bethel" wns one1 "Carmel" another, 
and " Salem" the other; and the place is now 
called Salem; nncl yesterday (May 18th) Mr. 
Griffiths commenced a Sabbath school. In 
Chatte·1is it is wonde,j'ul. The cause is" blos
soming ns n. rose." A1·e not these signs ()j' 
something d,lightjld? The signs of the times 
indicate somcthino- to glory in. 

A benevolent fimd is also commenced to 
~ssist the poor. May ~hey go on nncl prosper, 
1S my prayer. OBSERVER, 
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FARNHAM. 

DEAR BROTHER,-1 am now united with 
the Baptist Church at Farnham, Snrrey. I 
have been with this people since October, 1854, 
anc. trust mv Jabour hns not been in vain in 
the Lord; travailing in birth for some, and in 
bonds for others. I am also fav01n-ed with 
solemn ne1trness at the Throne of Grace, en
dming hardness its a good soldier of the 
Cross. I have the best of armom, and much 
libertv in declaring the counsel of God ; and 
feel assured while the Lord is thus with me, 
no enemy shall shut the door against me. 

WILLIAM CJESAR. 

Should the following example of female 
heroism be thought worthy of a place in your 
extensive periodical, you can insert the same 
at your convenience. 

At Perth, Robert Lamb and his wife Helen 
were condemned to die. Her husband was 
accused of in teiTupting a friar t who declared 
in his sermon that no one coula expect salva
tion without praying to the saints. Helen 
was charged with refusing to pray to the 
Yirgin Marv when in child-birth, declaring 
that she would only pray to God in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Robert was condemned to 
be hanged, Helen to be tied in a sack and 
drowned, Helen, who loved her husband 
dearly, implored, as a last favour, that she 
might be allowed to die with him; she was 
only permitted to accompany him to the 
place of execution. As she went, she ex
horted him to patience and constancy in the 
cause of Christ. On parting with him, she 
said," Husband, be glad, we have Jived together 
many joyful days; and this day, on which 
we must die, we ought to esteem the most 
jovful of all, because now :we shall have joy 
for ever. Therefore I will not bid you good 
night, for we shall shortly meet in the King
dom of Heaven." 

She saw her husband expire, and was then 
taken to a pool of water in the neighbour
hood, where she was herself to die. Having 
implored her neighbours to be kind to her 
fatherless and motherless children, with a 
look of bitter sorrow, she took from her bosom 
the infant she was suckling, and gave it to a 
nurse; she then met her fate with fortitude 
and calwness. Great was the power of faith 
which could thus give up husband and chil
dren----€ven life itself-for Christ. It was not 
alone in the times of early Christianity that 
" women and others were tortured, not ac
cepting deliverance, that they might obtain a 
better resurrection." A few words might have 
saved her life ; but then these few words 
would have involved a denial of her Saviour 
-so she remained unmoved. 

THE LA TE HENRY LANGHAM. 

Our brother, the pastor of Squirries Street, 
~eth~al Green, left this world in peace and 
m faith, on Monday morning, May 19th, 1856. 
We hope next month to give fuller particulars 
of his life a.nd death. 

BAPTIZ!NG AT EARITH. 
IN this villnge, about one nnd a hnlf mile 

from Somersham, nnd adjacent to Bluntislmm 
is a Baptist cause of truth: there has beei; 
J)l'enching here for years; the Into Mr. John 
Nott~e preache,l some time, and wns settled 
as then· Pastot· for several years. Under his 
ministry, the cause wns mnch strnngthened; 
but latterly, it was in a low state. The Church 
was broken up, but still the cause continued; 
meetings for prayer and preaching by itinerant 
labourers generally held on the Lord's-day, 
and occasionally by stated ministers on week 
evenings, with a hope ,the Lord would arise 
and have mercy on this little hill of Zion; 
and often the labours of the servants of God 
were made a blessing. Let this encourage 
such dear servants of God as have no minis
terial charge, and who often think their labour 
is in vain. 

Last year, brother Whiting formed the 
scattered members into a Church; and last 
October three believers were baptized. Brother 
Rowles went to preach to them about eighteen 
months ago; under his ministry the con
gregation considerably increased, and the de
sire for church union arose amongst the scat
tered flock. Our brother's labours are still 
useful, and on the 1st of May two believers 
(brethren) were baptized by brother Whiting. 
Brother Alderson gave an excellent address 
from the words "I have a baptism to be 
baptized with; and how am I straitened till 
it be accomplished." Brother Flory conducted 
the devotional parts of the service; a large 
concourse gathered to see the rite adminis
tered, and to hear for themselves. Brother 
Whiting preached in the evening from Acts 
ii. 42 : the house of prr.yer was full, and the 
service profitable. 

GREAT YARMOUTH, SALEM CHAPF.L. 
THE Lord is giving testimony to the Word 

of his grace here. Lord's-day, 18th of May, 
Mr. James Tann ( after preaching from Acts 
viii. 37, a soul-refreshing _discourse) was 
favoured to baptize two behevers; one, his 
wife, daughter of the late Mrs. Goffin. It was 
a high day at Salem. 

ST. IVES, HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 
ANNIVERSARY of the Crown y nrd Chapel 

was held on Tuesday, May 28th. Mr. J. C. 
Philpot preached in the ~orning from 1 J~bn 
ii. 27, a solemn, a searclung, and confirmmg 
discourse on the Divine Anointing. The chapel 
was so over full, that a larger place (the Jn• 
stitution) was obtained for the aftern~?n 
and evening, which was crowded. Mr. 1 '(.e 
preached in the afternoon from Deut. xxxll, 
2. He said God's doctrine was not dry c)o~; 
trine. It was said, "it shall drop as the ram, 
It was a good savoury discourse; the dear 
man shows that age tells upon him. 

In the evening, Mr. John Kershnw wns 
highly favoured to preach as with the Holy 
Ghost sent from heaven. This w1ts his text, 
"Thy blessing is upon thy people.'' It was n 
blessed day for the saints. 

Yours faithfully, 
Someralutm. J. FLORY, 
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TUE LA'W AND THE GOSPEL; 
OR, 

THE FIRST LETTER FROM "A BLAST" CONSIDERED. 

DEAn CHRISTIAN BnoTHEn,-My mind would spare my life but a month, or a 
hos oft been refreshed when reading the week, or a few hours, I would repent, and 
EAnTHEN VESSEL, I have beheld, in the live a godly life. But, alas! the thing was 
glorious tmths there brought forth and far from me: I found that as soon might 
elucidated by some of its writers, my the Ethiopian change his skin, and the 
Saviour's face, as 0 in a glass, and I have leopard his spots, as· I, who was always 
felt quite at home ,vith them in the things doing evil, learn to do well. I knew, by 
of God. I have likewise been encouraged reading the Word, that Jesus came into the 
and comforted with the narrations of the' world to save sinners, but I could not, for 
Lord's dealings with some of bis poor the life of me, persuade myself that I was 
afflicted people. I do r,;joice that Christ of the sort of sinners that He came to 
crucified is preached in opposition to every- save. These I viewed as broken in heart 
thing in and by the creature for salvation. and contrite in spirit for their sins, but I 
Our joy in this matter is mutual: we long could neither loathe myself nor love the 
to see the Saviour crowned, for He alone is Saviour, but seemed to be given up to a 
worthy. When we were shut up in the reprobate mind. Arrived at Chatham, I 
dungeon, and condemned to death, who went, I believe, the next Lord's day to the 
was it procured our discharge, broke our Established Church, and continuecl to go 
fetters, opened our prison doors, and there a few sabbaths. Here everything ap
brought us forth, but Jesus? How pre- peared dead. After some time, I met an 
cious He appeared to us in the hour that acquaintance, on a week-day, who told me 
we first believed: his name seeme(l written that there was a funeral sermon to be 
in golden letters upon everything around preached at the Baptist Chapel, Clover 
us. Never shall I forget that auspicious Street, and asked me if I would go and 
day. In much· distress of minil, and hear it. I went, and was much surprisell 
weakness of body, I came down from at what the minister said of man's fallen 
London to Chatham in April, 1831, suffer- condition, having never heard, as I thought, 
ing from the effects of a paralytic fit a few the same before, but I knew the descrip
rnonths before. Un·der this stroke I be- tion to be trne, as it regarded myself. I 
came greatly alarmed; there appeared but attended regularly at this place afterwards, 
a step betwixt me and death, and the grave and obtained a deeper knowledge, I trust 
seemed ready to receive me. In the pro- by the Spirit, of the evil of sin. I some
spect of eternity I saw nothing for myself times thought that the people must know 
bnt blackness and darkness for ever. ·when my character, and that they would turn me 
I laid down at night,'! feared that I should out of the chapel. After a few weeks, at 
awake in hell, nnd sometimes, in my waking times a gleam of hope would spring up in 
hours, everything appeared to sink beneath my soul from a view of Gall's mercy in 
me. On one occasion, I remember I ran Chri9t, as seen in some portions of Scrip
from Smithfield to an acquaintance's house ture. · Having, as I considered, murdered 
in Shoreditch, under the fear that I should myself by transgression, the words of the 
die in the street. I applied to physicians Holy Ghost, by the prophet Hosea, chap
and surgeons, who bled, cupped, and blis- ter xiii. verse O, were truly suitecl to my 
tered my body, and gave me medicines, case, and from them I obtainecl some con
but I was nothing bettered by their pre- solation. I was snrprised to find such a 
seriptions or operations, but rather grew declaration in the Bible. Though I had 
worse. •t this time I knew none in Lon- read much of the Bible, and committed to 
don who professed to be religious, and I memory some forty or fifty chapters from 
feared Urnt if I went within a church the Old arnl New Testament, inclucling the 
or chapel, I should die there. Hence I 110th Psalm, the remembrance of which 
secludell myself (being out of place) as appeared to aggravate my case, yet 1 was 
much as possible, arnl:saill not!1iug to"any quite ignorant of the .way of salvation. 
one about my fenrs and feelmgs. How The veil was then on my heart. 
often did I promise the Lord that if He Almost immediately upon my awaking in 

VoL. XU.-No. 137. u 
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the rn0rning of the lnst Snhl1nth in July, 
l><~l, il wns st.rongly impressed ·upon my 
rni1H1 tlrnt that day J shonld ,lie. I feared 
tlrnt the time ,ms now come "·hen I shonld 
he called snddenly to appear h,1fore God, 
und r,0 ceiYc the sentence, "Depart, ye 
cursed, into ewrlasting fire, prepared for 
the cleYil anrl his angels." Although there 
appeared nothing for me in the ministry 
but .conclernnntion, still I could not keep 
nway from the chapel. I have no remem
hmncc of the morning text. In the course 
of the sermon the minister quoted the 
words of Elmcl to Eglon, King of l\foab, 
ere he pierced him with the fatal dagger : 
" I liaYe u message from God unto thee," 
( J uclges iii. 20.) It was immediately sug
gested to my mind that I had received a 
message from God in the morning, and, 
ere the close of the day, it would be ful-
filled. . 

The afternoon's discourse was upon 
Christ's temptations in the wilderness, but 
I was wholly taken up in what related to 
myself, nor did I obtain any relief under 
the sermon. On leaving the chapel, I 
went to a wood, about a mile and a half 
from the town, on the side of the l\Iaid
stone Road. Here, secluded from the 
creature, I fell on the ground, and at. 
tempted to pray, but I know not that I 
uttered a word. I felt my heart hard, and 
~ms shut up. From thence I returned to 
the chapel In the course of his prayer 
at the opening of the service, the minister 
a,herled to the "still small voice" which 
came to Elijah at Horeb, and begged that 
some one present might hear it for himself. 
I felt a sudden desire springing up in my 
soul that I might be the highly-favoured 
indiYidual. The text that night )Vas from 
Joel iii. 16. He spake first of God's voice 
in the assemblies of Zion, in the roaring 
thunders of the Law, bringing conviction 
into the sinner's conscience. It was io me 
as if I was hearing (like the culprit under 
sentence of death) my condemned sermon, 
prior to my execution. I trembled exceed
ingly, turned to the word that wounded 
rne, felt the sentence denounced against 
me just, ancl expected speedy destruction. 
He then turned to the more pleasing part, 
und spake of Jesus as the strength and 
hope uf his people. I could not lay hold 
of Christ's-.;trengt,h ministerially set before 
me, nor could I believe that He was rny 
hope. Ou the contrary, I considered that 
tl,e curses were fur me, and that I hacl 
nrJtl,ing to do with the blessings. These 
last were for the upright, who luved Christ, 

11.nd kept his word. I neither hnd nor couhl 
do either, consequcnUy must suffer the 
doom of Urn fem·fnl nncl unbelie1•ing. But 
"what the l,rn· coukl not do, in thnt it wns 
weak through the flesh, God sgnding his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
nnd for sin, condemned sin in the flesh." 
Yes, He who cnme us the senled, sanclifted, 
11.nd sent of God into this world in humnn 
flesh to accomplish everlusting love's de
signs in the ctemnl redemption of God's 
elect people, appenred, to my joy. I will 
not attempt to describe tlrnt appearance: 
suffice it to say, that to me it was in the 
semblm1ce of his glorious resmTection fl'Om 
the dend, and ascension on high. And I 
truly arose with Him, and sat down in 
heavenly places in Him. It was to me life 
from the dead; a translation from clarlc
ness to light; a calling to Christ's kingdom 
and glory. There was no audible voice, 
but an inward persuasion, an effectual bid
ding me to come to Him, nor.was I dis
obedient (how could I?) to the heavenly 
vision, although, at the first, filled with 
surprise, I inquired, What, me, Lord? and 
scarce believed, for joy, the mercy shown 
to me appeared so great. While under the 
condemning sentence of the Law, these 
words foliowed me lllmost continually: 
" Because· I have callecl, and ye refuserl; 
I hnve stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded; but ye have set at nought all· 
my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 
I also will Iangh at your calamity; I will 
mock when your fear cometh," &c. ( Prov. 
i. 24, to the end of the chapter.) From 
which I was led to infer that I had sinned 
against light, love, and knowledge, and thnt 
there was no hope in my case. ·· 

Just before my deliverance, I seemed to 
lose my convictions and fenrs, and to be
come hardened and indifferent about my 
state. This very much troubled me. Luke 
xi. 24--26, and Heh. vi. 1-8, were then 
brought to my mind, and I feared that I 
was the character,and that the end referred 
to in each narrative would be mine. Here 
I was, shut up "until the faith that shoul,l 
hereafter be revealed;" but when that time 
was come, as I have already spoken of, the 
Lord revealed Himself unto me as my 
Saviour, and I looked unto Him_ nnd wns 
lightened, and my face was no moro 
ashamed, How descriptive of my former 
and then present experience, was the hymn, 
sung after the service, from Rippon's selec• 
tion:-

" Hail,soverclgg.love,wbichl!lid the plan," &c, , 
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Jior some time after this, the name of 
JBsns was to me as ointment poured forth, 
and He lived in me, and I in Him. He 
took from me nil that was mine, and gave 
me of his own, even beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, and the gormen ts 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness. In 
a word, He was become all my salvation. 
How many and great changes have I seen 
since that period! and I have been learning 
that it i8 not in man that sinneth to 
quicken or keep alive his own soul, or to 
direct his own steps. How deep indeed our 
native poverty, how truly helpless our con
dition! The painful experimental know
ledge of this tends to endear the Saviour 
to me, and salvation through grace, without 
my works. 

On a review of my unworthy life before 
and since my calling, I have nothing to 
boast of, but have cause for shame and 
confusion of face until this day. The 
blood and righteousness of Christ is all 
my hope. I am led to see that my salva
tion originated in the immutable will and 
covenant council of J ehovah-Father,Word, 
an(l Spirit. I am taught highly to prize 
all the doctrines of sovereign mercy, and 
would deprecate the thought of substituting 
anything in the place of these funda
mental truths. Far be it from me, or any 
servant of the Most High, to act so traitor
ous a part as to mince his Holy Word, or 
to think that those doctrines which are ac
cording to godliness, and apart from which 
there is no tru1 holiness, need at any time 
to be guarded or kept back, for fear that 
ungodly men should take encouragement 
therefrom to sin against God. " Feed my 
sheep, and my lambs," was Christ's charge 
to Peter. This charge the great Head of 
the Church has left upon record, to be 
observed and fulfilled by all his ministers. 

The living family of God can only be 
spiritually fed and nourished by the words 
of trnth and sound doctrine. Some minis
ters deny election in toto; others declare 
that none are elected until they believe in 
Christ; while some assert that God, from 
eternity, chose certain persons to salvation 
on the foresight of their faith at,d repent
ance; while others make faith and repent
ance to be the conditions of the New 
Covenant. Again, some who profess to 
believe in sovereign election, particular 
redemption, &c., add an appendage thereto, 
declaring that though. God, in love, only 
chose a part of the human race, and that 
Christ only sustains a grnco relation to 
these samo individuals, and, ns their 1·e-

sponsible surety; did all that wns required 
for their salvation only, and that the Holy 
Ghost will regenerate none others lmt the 
elect of God and redeemed by Christ; yet 
it is the duty of all men who hear the 
Gospel, to believe savingly in Christ; tlrnt 
Jehovah commands it, although, in the 
exercise of his sovereign pleasure in elec
tion, He passed some by, and neither 
blessed them with the blessing of faith in 
Christ or Adam. Hence, according to this 
last statement, some are commanded of 
God to BE what Adam was not in his pri
meval state, and to do what innocent na
ture, unweakened by the Fall, could not 
possibly perform. Your correspondent, 
"A Blast," appears to be of this latter 
class. In his letter in the last month's 
VESSEL, he speaks of the Law commanding 
perfect obedience of those who hear it, 
and the Gospel commanding perfect faith 
of its hearers; by his writing and expe
rience, as therein stated, that some of the 
unregenerate are under the Law, and some 
under the Gospel, and that each party will 
be judged by the distinct covenant that 
they are under. Now to me it appeal'S, 
from the Scriptures, that all men naturnlly 
are under the Law, and require,! to do all 
its commands, and though the Law be weak, 
through the flesh, nothing being provided 
therein to enable a fallen creature to re
turn, and to do his first works; yet it justly 
condemns him to eternal death for every 
violation of its sacred precepts, or non-per
formance of its commands, nor is his in
ability to perform the conditions demanded 
of it any excuse, for his inability is his sin. 

In respect to the nature of unbelief, 
man's responsibility, the duties of those 
who hear the Gospel, A Little One, in 
his eighteenth letter to Theophilus, has 
written so well, and so truly scripturally, 
that to me he appears to have left nothing 
fresh for those who shall come after him. 
Everything that "A Blast" has written to 
the contrary, was thrown down by bis 
truthful statements ere he attempted to 
set up and bring forward his views and 
objections in the last month's YEsSEL. 
He may conceive that Little One is in 
deep, tr-oubled waters, and fear for him how 
he sh.all come through them; but I think 
he sees fear for him where no fear is, for 
the Ark of the Covenant is already gone 
before him, aud cut off the waters, so that 
his way is clear, and his victory certa.in, 
though ten thousaml free-will and duty
faith men shouhl rise up against him 
round about. Nor (lo I consider it to be 
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essential that J,ittle One shonld hnvc been 
n lwnrer, and hnd some knowledge of the 
nospel prior to his cnll by grnce, in order 
for him experimentally to know the direful 
natnre of the sin of unbelief, and the 
neglecting of the great salvation. God's 
revealed will must be the standard rule in 
this case, and not the experience of the 
newly-conYinced sinner. Sin is a departure 
from the strict given rule, but where there 
is no. law there is no transgression. If 
the la~· of faith, the whole Gospel of grace, 
which excludes all honsting in the creature 
(~·hich prescribed duty.faith does not), be 
not binding upon the unregenerate, then 
their want of the principle, and consequent 
exercise of spiritual faith in its glorious 
Author and sacred truths, is 11ot their sin. 
And as the Holy Ghost generally works by 
the Word, and never contrary to the Word, 
we cannot believe that to be the blessed 
Spirit's conviction which is not in accord
ance with the truth. The convinced sinner 
who is alarmed at his state, may think, 
because he has been privileged to hear 
the Gospel, that he might have availed 
himself of its benefits, and have clone 
what he conceives he could have done, and 
thereby been not only a better, but also a 
spiritual man; ·and the thought of what he 
is, and what he ought to have been, spi
ally, may appear to aggravate his case '.and 
increase bis condemnation ; but who that 
is enlightened does not perceive in all this 
the workings of a legal mind? the man is 
not yet experimentally dead unto himself, 
and alive unto God, through Jesus Christ. 
When this is the case, he no longer holds 
to self-recovery nor blames himself igno
rn.ntly for not being the author of bis own 
spiritual birth, but becomes divorced from 
the Law by the lJOdy of Christ, and serves 
God in newness of spirit, and not in the 
oldness of the letter. This character alone 
is manifestly delivered from under the 
Law and brought under grace, nor will the 
hearing of the truth, nor profession of 
Christ, exonerate a sinner from the claims 
and penalties of the Law; no, nothing will 
do this but a living faith in Christ crucified, 
as the end of the Law for righteousness 
unto every one that believeth. Then, that 
which W89 a fact before our birth in nature 
or grace through the finished work of 
Christ fol' 11s is made rn anifest, and by 
faith we have access into that grace wherein 
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. Nor do any of God's ministers 
need to go back to their first conviction of 
sin in order to lea.rn the evil of unbelief. 

They have sn,l experionee of this clnily 
from an 1ttheistical nature, a body of clcuth 
which they carry nbont with them. Your 
correspondent, "A Blast," mny think the 
Gospel commands are alike to all who henr 
it, but I beg respectfully to differ from hint 
here. I believe a clea1· distinction of clin
rncter is kept up in its addresses, exhortn
tions, nnrl invitation. The chilclren's brcnd 
is neither given nor offered unto bond
servants in the Word. God does not, I 
believe, therein exhort the dead in tres
passes aJ1rl sins to perform spiritual acts, 
nor invite them as such to receive spiritual 
blessings. The servants of the Most High 
show unto men the way of salvation, but 
they have no authority from their Divine 
nfaster to offer salvation unto any. Nor 
do they, by such a line of ministry, lay the 
unregenerate under no condemnation for 
despising and neglecting the salvation that 
is in Christ, as "A Blast" asserts. Elect 
angels clo not despise or neglect the sal vn
tion in Christ, but desire to look into it, 
yet even these holy intelligences do not 
possess, consequently cannot exercise, faith 
upon it as the regenerate.do by the Holy 
Ghost. All natural men who hear the 
Word do net alike despise and neglect the 
testimony of salvation in Christ ; on the 
contrary, some naturally revere it, and in 
its ministration support it by their pre
sence, influence, and worldly substance. 
"A Blast" concludes, that a man must have 
and exercise perfect faith in the salvation 
in Christ, or neglect and drspise; sueh is 
not necessarily the case. The bondage of 
con·uption is not the cause why a ~inner , 
does not come to Christ., though it be the 
cause of all opposition to Him, but the 
want of the essential principle, "Except a 
man be born again he cannot see, he can
n-0t enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

Since the Lord in his matchless mercy 
has quickened my soul and brought me to a 
saving knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Jesus, I never could see that duty-faith in 
reference to spiritual things, was a scrip
ture doctrine, or that man was in any way 
responsible for his own salvation, and 
never preached it. My aim has always 
been to abase the creature, and exalt free 
grace; to show the sinner what he is as 
a fallen creature, his responsibility to do 
the whole Law, and his guilt, conde~
nation, and death as: a transgressor of it 
-salvation of God, in Christ, and by the 
Holy Ghost-and its fruits and effects as 
manifested in the experience and conduct 
of the regenerate. I must not multiply 



JULY ], 1856,] AND CHRISTTAN RECORD, 153 

remnrb. I have written these lines tl,is 
week from memory amidst much intem1p
•tion, I wish you, Mr. Editor, and your 
valuable Correspondents tci the "EARTHEN 
VESSEL" much of the Spirit, power, and 
p1·esence of Christ. 'l'hat his dear name 
may be still glorified in, by, and through 
you, is the prayer 

Of your nnworthy Brother, 
W. DnAKE, 

Sitti11gboume, April 25, 1850. 

ALMIGHTY MERCY. 

DEAR Brother in our precious and ador
able Lord Jesus Christ, the covenant head 
of his body, the Church. The Father, 
having loved, elected, adopted, and em
hodied all in Christ from boundless ever
lasting past; in mystic union and glorious 
oneness (in his perfection and eternal com
pleteness) must they remain to everlasting 
future. "Complete' in Him! perfect in 
Christ Jesus ! Holy, and without blame 
before Him in love ! Sanctified in Christ. 
Jesus ! called to be saints ! preserved in 
Jesus Christ, and called ! predestinated, 
called, justified, glorified, to the praise of 
the glory of his grace! What shall we 
then say to these things?" Such is the 
language of the Holy Ghost respecting 
what the Church Js, ancl was, and must for 
ever remain, and who calleth those things 
which be not as though they were. 

Christ and his Church are only one ob
ject in Jebovah's view; and as He bath 
loved Him, so bath He loved her, and not 
until He can cease to love the head, can He 
cease to love the body. And when will 
that transpire? when the Divine Majesty 
shall become subject to mutation; and 
when will that be? verily NEVER! All 
hail! peace be unto thee, my brother! 
Let not thy heart be troubled ; sin and 
Satan have done e:11 tliat can be clone to 
frustrate and render null J el.Jovah's pur
pose, respecting what He anciently willed 
his Church to be; but in vain! for in the 
thing wherein they dealt proudly He was 
above them, and renders that, which in its 
ve1·y nature would blast all, and frustrate 
all, subservient to the accomplishment of 
the wondrous design ; thus, doing great 
things past finding out, yea, and wonders 
without num her. Oh! the depth of the 
1·iches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of Goll ; the wisdom of God in n mystery; 
oven the hidden wisdom which Goel or
dained before the world unto our glory; 

the fellowship of the mystery, which, frnm 
the beginning of the world, hath been hid 
in God, but is now made manifest; and by 
the scriptures of the prophets, accordin~ 
to the commandment of the everlastin" 
God, wherein He bath abounded toward: 
us in all wisdom and prudence, tlms dis
covering the mystery of his will, acccml
ing to his good pleasure, which He hath 
purposed in Himself, the which our apostle 
calls the deep things of God. Joseph, the 
Hebrew, that illnstrious type of our Al
mighty .Joseph, said to his brethren, "Ye 
thought evil against me, but God meant it 
unto good ; now, therefore, he not g1~evecl 
nor angry with yourselves that ye sold me 
hither, for God did send me before you to 
preserve life." Snch sayings as these call 
up a vast train of thought in the regene
rate mind, and fill with holy amazement 
our adoring souls; declaring the end from 
the beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, saying, " Jf y 
counsel shall stand ( and stand for ever), 
and I will do all my pleasure." 

Beloved, this adorable scheme of Al
mighty mercy, originating in the will, pur
pose, counsel, and covenant of the sacred 
Three, that bear record in heaven, being 
brought to pass by Jehovah the Son, in 
our nature, according to ancient settle
ments and divine enactments, comprises 
the whole of our salntion. He, our most 
blessed Lord Jesus, finished the trans
gression (of his mystic members), and 
made an end of their sin, and reconcilia
tion for iniquity, and brought in everlast
ing righteousness, thus accomplishing the 
work which was gi,en Him to do, anl 
which He said was to Him meat and 
chink; and by which (from the dignity of 
his Person) J ehoYab is more honoured, 
(by his amazing humiliation, obedience, 
blood, ancl death), than He was eYer dis
honoured by all the sins of the whole body 
of his elect. 

Now shall He see (unquestionably) of 
the travail of his soul, and be sittisfied. His 
redeemed shall come forth to life and light, 
to vital union with Himself, to a knowledge 
experimental, accompanied with deep feel
ings of remorse and godly sorrow for sin 
in,liviciually, and to a revelation of salva
tion by an application of the blood of the 
covenant to the conscience, procluciug par
clon, peace, and glorious deliverance ; being 
macle free indeed, and all this, not by free
willism, not by duty-faith, nor under the 
preaching of the yea aml nay no-scheme, 
but by tlie invincible power, operation, aml 
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grnrc of C1-od, the Holy (1-host, being thns 
rnndc willing in the dny of his power, 0.11,\ 
when thns nrncle willing, kept so, nnd 
senled to the dity of redemption. 

Pray for n poor worm.-Affectionn.tely 
yours in the Lord the Lamb, 

W. BIDDER. 
1lla.-ch Sth, 1856. 

2:2, Sutherfond l:::lqullre, FValw01·th. 

HOW TO APPROACH GOD 
IN PRAYER. 

To the Editor of the Eai·then Vessel. 
23,·d 111ay, 1856. 

DEAR Srn,-As I haYe for years been 
the subject of o. soul-withering exercise, 
permit me, as a constant reader of the 
YEssEL since 1850, and one who has never 
troubled ] on before, to mention my case 
to you o.nd to your readers. There are 
many, perhaps, who, like myself, have long 
heard a free-grace Gospel, and yet may not, 
either in hearing or reading, haye met with 
a case like to their own. The deep trial, or 
rather one of them, I have so long been 
under, lies in my attempting to pray, and 
lwxing no feeling of access to the Throne. 
For although I am not unconscious of my 
many necessities, yet I know not how to 
address my prayer, or order my speech, 
and this causes me to groan, being bur
dened. I know not how to approach ab
solute (}odhead, seeing that I cannot say 
" My Father," but would fain pray to the 
Lord Jesus Christ; but then it comes 
upon me that I am as it were setting at 
nought the Holy Father and the Holy 
Spirit. And tben again, I am fearful of 
doing dishonour to the God-Mau and Me
diator; and again I am tried lest I should, 
Ly crying distinctly to the Holy Three, be, 
as it were, calling upon three Gods. So 
that in prayer I am distracted, shut up, 
and car>not come forth. I have never 
read of such an exercise as this, and never 
heard it spoken upon except by a mere 
glance. I beg of you and l\Ir. Wells, as 
ye have freely received freely to give, as 
the Lord shall enable you in this matter. 
I do not expect of you an explanation of 
that which is incomprehensible, but you 
will at once perceive my sore difficulty, 
and may he able to help me. I have no 
ow, to speak to familiarly, and it may be 
tli :it many a poor creature may be in the 
same difficulty; for there are many things 
thut sl,y aucl sensitive )ieople will not 

speak out, n,ncl so go groaning n,nd romfog 
in solitude all their days. 

You may, perhnps, conclude I must he 
a 1-fagarene, or I should not be so dark 
in this mntler, nnd I shall not find fault 
with you if yon do, for I bear more the 
mark of Cain than of the seed royal, and 
surely I am one READY TO PERISII. 

AN ANSWER TO "READY TO PERISH." 

THE twofold exercise and trial of our 
correspondent are not at all uncommon to 
those who are by discipline divine ma<l.e to 
feel the plague of their own hearts ; for it 
is not enough to learn by merely reading 
in the ·word, of the despemte wicked11ess of 
the heart; but the fountain of the deeps 
within must be broken np, otherwise the 
testimony of God as to what we are by 
nature is not demonstrnted. Almost every
thing short of hell itself is felt at times 
hy the living in Jerusalem: it is, therefore, 
nothing new for the true believer to find 
no access to a throne of grace. " Bring 
my soul out of prison," says one; " Ol!, 
that I knew where I might find Him," 
says another; "I cry and shout, and He 
shutteth out my prayer," says another ; 
and Jesus himself hath said of his disci
ples, that they should desire to see one of 
the days of the Son of Man, and shall 
not see it; that the bridegroom shall be 
taken from the children of the bri.de
ch amber, and then shall they fast; and 
hoiv all this comes to pass is well known 
to every truly-convinced sinner. These 
are the valleys w hi.eh only the Mediator of 
the new covenant cnn fill; up; they are 
the crooked things which He alone Nlll 

make straight; it is the darkness which 
He alone can turnjnto light. 

Would to God there were much more of 
this casting down; then false Gospels and 
slippery apostjltes would not find such 
favour in our churches. It i.s,the afflicted, 
-the man who becomes sensibly poor 
through affliction, soul aflliction-not one 
who learns from the letter of the Word, or 
from others, or from books, to talk of 
being poor in spirit; but one who by soul 
affliction becomes poor in Hpirit, that is, 
spiritually poor. These, are they that are 
left in Zion, and that trust in the Name 
of the Lord. 

Tl1e law of God is spiritual, au.d by the 
law entering the conscience is the know
ledge of sin. Such feel that they are car
nal, sold under sin; and herein lieB both 
lheir :poverty aud their im]>risonment ; 
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1111d yet bleesed are such, for the Saviour 
comes to open tho prison-house to them 
thnt aro bound, 1tnd theirs is the kingc]om 
of Heaven. This is what the Lord says 
of such, nml He will, in his own time, say 
so lo such. 

But the chief matter we linve in these 
rnmarks to do with is, the Name of the 
blessed God-the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost. 

In ancient times the difficulty was to 
maintain the 1111ily of God, men being 
constantly tending to a plurality of gods; 
now, on the other hand, men lrnve gone 
over into error another way, and so main
tain the unity of the one God as to d'eny 
that distinction of personalities in which 
He is revealed in the Word. 

Now, the blessed God is not one in the 
same sense that He is three; nor three in 
the same sens_e tbat He is one. So that 
although the doctrine of the T1~nity be an 
infinite mystery, yet there is no self-contm
diction in it; nor must we use any meta
phor or simile whatever to set forth this 
mystery, therefore we·cannot follow those 
who have tried to illustrate the doctrine of 
the 'l'rinity by the three leading faculties 
of the soul,-the understanding, the will, 
and the affections; nor those who have 
tried to do the same thing by the three 
celestial fluids of light, air, and heat; and 
many other trinities of nature which men 
hav~ pointed us to; but all more tending· 
to obscure than to illustrate the mystery. 

Let us, then, be content with the Word 
of the Lord ; and there we shall find, in 
a very early part of the Bible, a plui-alily 
in God: "the Spirit of the Lord moved 
upon the face of the waters." " Let us 
make man." And from after parts of the 
Dible we learn that this is II t·rinal plurality 
-that there am three. We need not, 
indeed our space does not allow ns, here lo 
demonstrate both from the Olu. 11ml New 
Testament, this trinal plurality of persons, 
and these three are one. This doct1ine of 
the Trinity is of infinite ancl essential im
portance; with this doctrine stands or foils 
the Godhead of Christ, consequently the 
atonement, and everything else pertaining 
to eternal salvation; but not even upon this 
attractive department must we now dwell. 

We again, then, say that the blessed 
Goel is not one in the same sense that Hr 
is three, nor three in the same sense that 
He is one, for this would be a self-contra. 
diction; He is but one as to e":islcuey. 
There is not in the Godhead a succession 
of eidstencies, for this would make three 

GoclR, and would give II pri01it.y and mi
nority, a superiority and inferiority, in tho 
Godhead; for one divine person-a purely 
divine person-to b8 begotten by another 
divine person, is a figment of human ima,.. 
ginntion; for JesnR Christ our Lord is 
never once in all the Bible' called the 
Son of God without reference 0to his com
plexity. If, therefore, He had not stood 
as the promised Seed, and in the ful
ness of time become man, He never 
would have been called the Son of God. 
There is not, then, in the Godhead any 
succession of existencies. There is bnt 
one existency. The one eternal I AJI, not 
we are, for that would imply II plurality of 
existencies; but I AM THAT I A)f. Here, 
then, is the unity of one existency. "From 
everlasting to everlasting Thou art God." 

So there is but one nature. He is 
divine; God is a spirit. But then this 
nature is infinite and eternal in all its 
attril.,utes, immortal and blessed for ever
more. 

And there is also perfect 011e11es.• nf mind 
and pmJ>OSe: one Divine Person has no 
mind or purpose out of the other, because 
each being infinite and eternal, they dwell 
in each other, mind in mind. Were it not 
so, there must be three infinities, and which, 
from the very nature of things, is impossible, 
for infinity is infinity, and it is that kind of 
thing that there cannot be more tl,an one 
infinity; but while the blessed Gad is in 
existency, in nature, in greatness, and 
duration, ONE, He is in the mode of his 
existence three, so that He is not in Him
self a solitary, but a social being. Both the 
oneness and the plurality are infinitely de
lightful truths. 

The Father is one per.,son in the God
head. The term Father, when used in n. 
Gospel sense, is to be taken as a personal 
and relative term. The Divine Word, the 
" Logos," is also a personal and relatiYe 
term. The term Holy Spirit is, as ex
plained by Him who never erred, n personal 
and rclatiYe term. "He shall take 0f 
mine; He shall guide; He (not it but He) 
shall tes_tify of me," &c. Thus we see 
Father, Word, and Holy Ghost, are new 
covenant personal and relative terms. 

We may here just observe that one of 
these names is both interchangeable and 
nnivers,il to the F.ternal Three. Hence ( Isn. 
ix. 6), the Saviour is called the "everlasting 
Father;". so tlrn Holy Ghost: "Every one 
that hath heard aml learnecl of the Father 
cometh unto me;" an,l this is especiH.!ly 
the work of the Holy Ghost.' An,l then 
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the term Father sometimes includes the 
blessed Three in one, as when the Saviollr 
flays, "My l'athcr is greater than l." He 
here speaks merely as man, but imme
diately after as God-man: " I and my 
:Father are ONE." 

" There are three that bear record in 
hefwen, these three are one," is aclearly-de
clared truth. It is an infinite mystery, but 
it is u11l!t a mystery"; it does not, as we before 
said, i,wolre in it any self-contradict.ion; as 
there is in this mystery room both for the 
oneness and plumlity of the Godhead. 
We hnYe then the Father in oneness wit.h 
the ". ord ; and the "' ord was made flesh, 
and thus appeared among us as the only 
begotten Son of God ; then we have the 
Holy Ghost in oneness with the Father 
and the Son. Take away the distinct per
sonality and equality, then away goes 
eternal redemption, for no mere man can 
redeem bis brother. Take away the oneness, 
then we make a schism in God, and shall be
come rolythei;;ts, worshipping many gods. 
But while we have three divine persons, 
they are all in 011e existency, one nature, 
one in mind and will, and one in greatness, 
duration, and immutability; and thus wliat. 
is done to the one is done to the other ; 
iu a word, He is one God, and yet so de
lightfully is He three persons, that one 
could take our nature, meet all the claims 
of law and justice, and establish eternal 
oneness between God arni man. l.7pon 
tl1is much might be said, but we must 
forbear. 

Let us now see how this matter stands 
in prayer to Go<L Now we lay down as a 
general rule, allowing the exceptions which 
we shall notice, that the usual custom, as 
seen in the BiLle, is to approach unto God 
in his ozcn 1Vame, in tltc uuity of his eten,al 
ci;istc11ce. Hence it is we read so much of 
calling upon the Name of the Lord; and 
this Kame must be the Name that He 
dwuses-1,is own Name. Take Exodus iii., 
verse IG, as a guide in this matter : " The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the 
God of Jacob: this is my Name and my 
memorial to all generations." Hence we 
find the Old Testament saints often Raying, 
" () Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
J acoL ; "and sometimes it is, " 0 Lord God 
of Israel," or" Lord of Hosts," but still keep
ing up the idea of tlie unity of God. He 
will never be forgotten as the God of: 
ALraham. A;; He could swear by no 
greater, He sware by Himself, an·d this 
oath Lelongs to all the spiritual seed of 
ALraham. Now if Jesus be the mediator 

of the new e.ovenant to confirm the swom 
1womises mnd0 unto the f&thers, then 
Jesus takes up and establishes the me
mori,11, or the oath aml the promise by 
which He will be remembered in nll gene
rations. 

Are we then to come in the Name of 
Jesus? What is this but coming in God's 
own Name? Jesus menns Saviom·, !lllll 
this is the Name of our God. It is ll 
Name by which He will be rememberc,l 
for eyei-. The people of God hnve never 
in any age con.10 neo.r to God but by faith 
in the pl"Omised Seed, by faith in his 
atonement. This wn,s, this is, this ever 
will be, God's own way; so that to come 
in tho Name of Jesus to a throne of 
grace, is to come in the Name of Im
manuel-God's own Name; the Nllme He 
has _qiven us to come in; and He will not 
deny Himself. Now Jesus Christ is the 
mediator of the new- covenant, and Iha 
Edenic and Jewish way to God being 
closed, Jesus is, as He always was, unto 
true belieYers, both of Old and New Tes
t-ament times, the new and lidng way to 
God; so that we still come to God by the 
great High Priest of our profession : in a 
word, in God's own Name. Jesus Christ 
is God's own Son, and thought it not 
robuery to be equal with God; therefore let 
us embody in the term Fathe,·, the Go,l
head-Father, Word, and Spirit; !Ind let 
us come to God in and by his own Name. 
His Name is Saviour, bis Name is Salva
tion ; this Name, this Salvation, is in and 
by his dear Son, who is God and the Son 
of God; we thus come direct and at once 
to God by his own Name. His Sinai 
Name is a consuming fire, a Name of dis
tance, the mount must not be touched ; 
but bis Salvation Name is a Name of 
nearness ; here He comes, tnkes up his 
abode with us. Our God is one : the 
manhood of Christ makes another nature, 
but not another person, therefore it is still 
God's own Name in which we come; 
neYertheless, while we thus come to God 
in the unity of his essence, we clo no 
wrong to pray distinctly to any one of _the 
divine Three. "Awake, 0 North Wwd, 
and come, thou South, and blow upon my 
garden, that the spices thereof may flow 
out." The Holy Spirit is spoken of as the 
heavenly;wind blowing where He listeth, 
and so we take the above words to be . ll 
direct appeal to the Holy Spirit. 'l'.h_e 
N ortl1 may, perhaps, refer to the hum1h
ation and death of the dear Savionr, as He 
endured all the blasts of the Lnw which 
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must have been our portion. The South 
may allude to hi8 exaltation, and so the 
Holy Spirit of God brings the living 
frngrance both of the sufferings of Christ 
and of the glory that follows. 

Again, "Come from the four winds, 0 
breuth, and breathe npon these slain, that 
they may live." And again, the Holy 
Ghost is spoken of as personally and dis
tinctly honouretl or sinned against. It 
was revealed unto Simeon by the Holy 
Ghost that he should not see death before 
he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he 
blessed God, and said, " Lord, now Jettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace." Here 
we see the Holy Spirit is called the Holy 
Ghost, God, and Lord; but then the Holy 
Spirit did not thus favour Simeon apa,·t 
from the love of the Father and the salva
tion of the Saviour; so that personal dis
,tinction here is not personal separation. 

Again (Acts v.), "Why hath Satan 
filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? 
Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto 
God." Again, "Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit." Other Scriptures, dicl our space 
allow, might be quoted to show that while 
the more general custom of the saints has 
been to call upon God in the unity of bis 
essence, yet that under some circumstances 
any one of the eternal Three is appealed 
to, nor is one blessed Person dishonoured 
hy another being prayed to, and for these 
two reasons ; first, because they are one 
God, and, secondly, because one Divine 
Person never does anything without the 
other Divine Persons. Hence we see both 
personal sovereignty and Sltbsci'Vicncy as
cril.ied to each Divine Person. "The Fa.ther 
quickeneth whom He will." Here is sove
reignty. "No rnan knowelh the Father, 
only he to whom the Son will reveal Hirn." 
Here is s11bscrv-ienC1J, The Father does 
not reveal Himself, but the Son reveals 
Him. 

Again, "The Son- qnickenelh whom He 
will." Here is sovereignty. "No man 
lmoweth the Son, only he to whom the 
Fath er will reveal Him." Here is sub
serviency. 

Again, "The Holy Spirit giveth to every 
man sever.ally, as 1-Ie will." Here is sove
reignty. " What he shall /wa.r, that he shall 
speak." Here is subse1'Vie11cy. Tlrns, 
whether we call upon our Go,l in the 
unity of his essence Ly the name of Jesus, 
or whether, from any peculiarity of cireum
stairne or feeling, we appeal to the Father, 
01· to the Lord Jesus, or to llie Holy Spirit, 
in oithor way we shall not en-; in eac.h way 

Gospel ground must be the ground of 
appeal, the ground of all real and accept
able prayer unto our God. 

Thus !,ave we the full assurance of un
derstanding (Col. ii. 2) that the doctrine 
of the ever-blessed Trinity is a doctrine of 
the Rible, and, as such, we glory in being 
led into the acknowledgment of the mys
tery of God, and of the Father, and of 
Christ. Ack11owled9me11t is all we can ar
rive at, and we are not ashamed to glory in 
the very truth that the mystery is infinitely 
too great ever to be approached even hy 
the highest archangel otherwise than by 
acknowledgment of its truth and blessed
ness. 

We have heard that a Socinian once, 
while travelling in company with a Gospel 
minister, asked him if he could explain 
how three could be one, and one three ? 
"Yes," said the minister, "I can, when yon 
can explain to me how God exists at all." 
This laconic reply ended the matter. 

From everlasting! What is this? Who 
can explain it? But is it not as dclighlji,/ 
as it is mysterious ? To everlasting !-no 
eud ! Who can explain it? who can com
prehend it? But is it, on this account, 
the less delightful? Yea, does not its very 
glory consist in its mystery, in its end!es,, 
endless dm·ation? Blessed God! who that 
knows Him can but love Him ; aud in the 
Gospel God Himself is love. Our corre
spondent "Ready to Perish" will never 
perish: and our not knowing bow to order 
our speech before God, is but of secondary 
importance, for God looketh on the heart, 
for if we know not how to speak to Him, 
He knows how to speak unto us, and it is 
not our speaking, but his speaking that 
puts' ns right. The grace of our Loni 
Jesus Clu·ist, and the love of God, aml tl,e 
communion ·of the Holy Ghost, Lie with all 
who are "ready to perish." 

EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS. 
LETTER XXY. 

MosT EXOELLENT TnEOPilILUS,-In my 
last I reminded you that many are crulecl, but 
few chosen. I trust you are oue of that few, 
therefore, you must be content to belong 
to thefew. Let me, theu, here point out to 
you some of those divine teachings by which 
you have been, aud by which you are, and liy 
which yon will be kept firm in the trnth an,! 
faithful unto death, that you may receiYc tlie 
crown of life. 

First: a soul-l11tmbli119 knowledge of yom 
own heart. Such will be the workings 
thereof, that you will feel that, after the tlesh, 

II •J 
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yon hn,·e 110 fear of God before your eyes. 
Yom- experience will confirm the testimony 
0f Him who alone, altogether and entirely, 
knows the heart-that it is'' deceitful above 
<ell things, and desperately wicked." Now, 
what, with snch a heart as this, can the natn
rnl man do acceptably in the sight of God? 
Docs the man dead in sin attempt at justifica
tion bv the works of the Law? What has he 
in possession by which to obtain it ?-A heart 
"deceitful ab~,·e all things, an<l desperately 
wicked:' Now all the ,rnrkings of snch a 
heart are W·e itse/f, and s,wour of itself. 
HoweYcr snch workings may be gilded off, or 
under whatcyer form, or disguise, or mask 
they ma)· appear, they are still nothing but 
the \Yorkings of old, fallen, corrupt nature, 
and so snith the Apostle (Rom. ,ii. 5), "When 
we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, 
which were by the law, did work in our mem
bers to bring forth fruit unto death." The 
motions of sins did work; there was no
thing else to work; so that if anything 
moYed at all, it must be sin; for in the flesh, 
even of the regenerated man, dwelleth no 
good thing. But the natural man is all of a 
piece; he is unclean throughout; but sees it 
not, feels it not, and, therefore, mourns it not. 
And does the natural man meddle with the 
Gospel? EYery touch, as it were, of his fin
ger is nnc]ean; his very prayers are sin. So, 
then, they that are in the flesh cannot please 
God. This deceitfulness of yonr heart you will 
be eYery day learning, and will be a plague, a 
burden, a hindering, a drawback eYerywhere 
with yon; but nowhere so much as in the 
house of God, at the Throne of Grace, in 
reading the holy Scriptures, and striving for 
communion and fellowship with the blessed 
God. This heart of yours will put the worst 
possible construction upon all the Lord's 
dealings with you, labouring to make you 
forget his mercies, and to fill you with hard 
thoughts of Him; and instead of looking to 
Him as a father, pitiful and of tender mercy, 
it will make you think of Him as a lion, or a 
bear, intending to tear you to pieces. These 
wild beasts within will overrun everything, 
and make your soul like th;, veriest wilder
ness; and under a consciousness of this you 
will see that if one thing towards your sal va
t ion depended upon yourself, you, having no
thing but a sinnmg nature, must have been 
eternally Jost. 

Now, my good Theophilus, mind this one 
thing, that what you now feel yourself to be 
after the flesh, you were when in a state of 
nature altogether. So here then there was 
no good thiug in you. Your very soul was but 
a sink of sin, loathsome and filthy iu the 
sight of a holy God. 

As soon may a dunghill turn itself into a 
heap of wheat; as soon may a dog turn itself 
into a sheep; as soon the leopard get rid of 
his spots; as soon may the Ethiopian change 
bis skin; as soon may dry hones turn them
sel \'CS into living men-ns the natural man 
do one tl,iug to forward his etenrnl welfare. 

Now, what does all this do for you? Does 
it not make you at times tremble at yourself? 
Does it not make you at times fear that, after 
all, you will prove to be a Mayo,· .MiBBabib- a 

te,-,•01· · to yout'self? Docs it not mnko yon 
loathe yourself in your own sight, and repent 
in dust and ashes? and docs it uot make you 
feel, that except you aro born of incormpt
ible seed, born or God, your religion is no
thing but a most awful deception to your 
own soul? and does it not mako you look 
well to your goings, Rnd try yourself by tho 
Word of God, whcthc1: or not you are tmly 
iu the footsteps of the .flock? aud does it not 
make you cling with earnestness to the testi
mony of Christ that it is finished? and docs 
it not acconnt to you for where David was 
when he said, "He hath made with me a co
venant eternal, with no one uucertninty in 
it,"-and all his salvation was here, and that he 
did not desire ever to add anything thereto or 
to take anything therefrom? He was satisfied 
with it just as it wRs; it answered to all his 
desire; and even when the dew .thereof was 
not resting upon his branch-yes, even when 
it was yielding him no fruit-even then he 
would not have it altered; he knew that it 
was his security in the dark, as well .as his 
joy in the light. 

Take away, then, the incorruptible seed of 
which you are born, what would you be but a 
child of wrath, a thorn, a bramble, upon 
which the fire of hell must for ever prey? 

Take away the substitutional sacrifice of 
the Saviour, where would you be, but under 
the Law and its bitter but righteous curse? 

Take away the new covenant, and what 
would be, or could be, your security ? Wou Id 
not even the travail of the Saviour be floating 
about (as to its results) upon uncertainties? 

Take away the Holy Spirit's care of you in 
carrying on his work; take away the Good 
Shepherd's care of you; take a~aythe care of 
that Father, with whom there is no variable
ness, neither shadow ofturning,andhow long 
would you watch and pray? how long would 
you seek the green pastures and the still 
waters? how long would you, or could you, 
say, "I love the habitation of thy house, and 
the place where thine honour dwelleth"? and 
if all your springs were not in God, would 
they not very soon run dry? 

Yet, but for this plague of the heart, there 
would not be in yon that cleaving unto tho 
truth which there now is. You therefore 
have the witness in your own soul's experi
ence,. that it is by grace, through faith, that 
you must be saved; herein then lies your 
necessity. 

Forsake the truth-alter the truth-throw 
the doctrine of duty-faith in its face-make a 
confederacy with those who exhort dead men 
to do what God alone can, instead of preach
ing the truth to those dead men, w hcther they 
will hear or whether they will forbear, and so 
becoming a sweet savour of Christ unto God, 
by telling them the truth in them that perish, 
and in them that arc saved; telling the truth 
faithfully both ways. What then, I say, for• 
sake the truth, or make a confederacy with its 
perverters? Never I No! the sympathies lle
tween the truth and the truly poor and needy 
are too strong for them ever to part; the 1•ich, 
that is, the Pharisee-the Pharisee in whole 
or in part-sends the truth empty away, and 
so the truth will by-and-byeseud thorn empty 
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away. These easy, lnughing professors, as 
well as tho laughing ungodly, will yet have to 
weep, and if grace prnvent not, they must 
weep for ever in hell; this is an awful thought, 
!Jut not more awful than true, for none but 
tho truly poor and needy will be suffered to 
remain (njler death) in Zion, and these shall 
be called hol,ir (Isaiah iv.), and arc written 
among the livmg in Jemsalem; they are one 
with etr,rnal election and all its advantages. 

Now, my good Theophilus, does not this 
deep and daily necessity fire your soul for the 
new covenant truths of the Bible, and for 
every one of the good ointments by which 
Immanuel's name is as ointment poured forth? 
Fear not to come out from all half-way pro
fessors, let them be who they may; honour 
the Lord with your confidence, and he will 
honour you; be bold for Him, and He will be 
bold for you. Stand out for his blessed 
truth, and He will stand out for you; fear 
neither fiery furnaces nor lion's dens, nor 
Ifaman's fifty cubit high gallow; hearken 
to no Pharaohs, who are saying, ye shall not 
go very far away; listen not to such, stay nbt 
in all the plain of Egypt, hasten to the pro
mised land of freedom, the land, the gospel 
land, that floweth with milk and honey. 

But you have not only this deep necessity, 
you have also an unquenchable love to the 
trnth; and can you easily leave what you 
so supremely love? And where and how cai, 
your love be kept up, increased, and made to 
abound? But just where God bath loved 
you. Did sin abound in tho fall? Grace hath, i1J 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world, muck more abounded. Did sin abound in 
your personal origin? Grace did much more 
abound iu and by the Babe of Bethlehem. His 
holy infancy has both taken awa.y your un
l1oly infancy, and established for you a hea
venly infancy. Has sin abounded in your 
heart f His heart abounded only with perfect 
holiness and perfect love to God and man. 
Has sin abounded in your life? Grace has much 
more abounded by the life of Christ. Do in. 
firmities still compass? He will be merciful 
to your unrightequsness, and your sins and 
iniquities llc will remember no more. Has sin 
abounded to corrupt you in every part? His 
blood cleanseth from all sin. Has sin abounded 
to your condemnation? Grace shall much 
more abound to your justification. Does sin, 
in spite of all your strivings, oftetJ gain the 
mastery? Grace, when it does not aboufJd 
by power, will abound by pa,·don. Does 
sin abonIJd unto death? Much more shall 
grnce abound unto the resurrection and eter-
nal glory. . · 

And although you often come short of con
formity to the precept, yet yon will neve,• 
come short of a single iota of the promise : 
the flesh is weak, the spirit is willing, and the 
Lord knows how, and when, and where to 
take the will for the deed. He is not an 
nustere or hard man, but meek and lowly in 
heitrt, and his yoke is easy, nm\ his lmrden 
light. You have been made to fear lest fl pro
mise being Jen-and there are certainly pro
mises left .to them that believe-now you 1 say 
have been m11de to foar, lest your faith should 
not bo tho faith of God's elect, and so you 

come short of the promise; but in yolll' faith 
yon do not come short of the promise, for yott 
can truly say that yon do em brace the Y•!n. 
and Amen promise as your only hope; an<l as 
you do not come short in the faith of it, you 
will not come short of the fulfilment of it. 
But those who come short in thefoith of the 
promise, who are not poor enough to need it 
these certainly will come short iu the fulfil~ 
ment of it; these, not rightly believing Go•l's 
truths, cannot enter in because of unbelief: 
thus the one gets possession by faith, the 
other comes short by unbelief, and faith is the 
gift of God. 

You then, my good Theophilus, have tlrnt 
living love to new-covenant truth which no 
mere professor ever did, or ever can, pos
sess; and these gospel endearments k~ep the 
soul alive and lively. 

But you also fear God. You dare Mt de
viate from the order of his covenant, but feel 
that you must seek Him after the due order. 
You shudder, you recoil at the thought of 
making yourself wiser than God, as though 
you knew better than He does what is proper 
for the conversion of sinners, and for the 
government and we11-bcing of his people. 
His holy Word, therefore, has your most 
solemn l'CVerence. Like l\Iicaiab, your lan
guage i3, '' What my God saith, that will I 
speak; ,i and if in so doing you get an e\il 
name among men, rejoice, and be exceediug 
glad, for great is your reward in heaven. 

These, then, who are poor in spirit, >lllcl 
love and fear Him-these arc the few that arc 
chosen; they are chosen to be his wifn,es.~·es, 
and they can be his witnesses, for they c:m, 
from their own souls' experience, bear that 
testimony which justifies Him in all the 
transactions of saving grace; and so the 
Scriptures are fulfilled, which saith, "Wisdom 
is justified of her children." It is not very 
likely that the Lord would choose those to 
be his witnesses, who speak self-contradic
torily, and mix up works and grace: such get 
their testimony from another quarter. 

The few are chosen to be vessels of mercy, 
and how unitedly and gladly do they ac
knowledge that it is of the Lord's mercies tbat 
they nre not consumed-that it is n.L·conling
to his mercy that He hath saved them! 

They arc chosen for the defence of the 
Gospel; an,\ as they well know what that 
Gospel is, they me well fitted for this work. 
They lc11ow what they are contending for. 

They are chosen to worship God in spirit 
and in truth, or in a true spirit, in contrast 
to a false, wavering, yea and nay spirit. And 
so, in the trne spirit of the true Gospel, their 
souls do !Jomage to God; yea, they praise Him 
with their whole heart, and thus glorify Goel. 

They arc chosen t9 WRlk in truo unity to 
the t,~,e brethren, mu! in n.11 those brotherly 
kindnesses by which they nro to adorn the 
<loctriue of God their Saviour. 

Dut the natural man cannot be u true wit
nc~s, nor conform to new -covenant mercy, 
nor de{'en<l the tme Gospel, nor worship l;c><I 
in n_ Gospel spitit, nor dwell in true uniun 
to the true brethren; but a few are chosen 
to be the Lord's servants, aucl He does not 
turn away even A Lll'TLh 0;:;i,;. 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST, 

AND 

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

A SERIBS OF SHORT LETTERS ADDRESSED TO 
THE THIRD SON OF AN ANXIOUS ISH.AELITE, 
NOW' RESIDING AT BRIDGE, IN KENT. 

llh- much beloved Brother in the faith, and in 
the riffections of a fallen nature,-Seeing a 
letter from you the other day, in which I find, 
like the rest of your family, you are treading 
out a very trying path, I ha,e found in my 
heart a desire again to open up a little corre
spondence with you; in order that you may 
know something of my work and warfare, 
and with a hope that you and others who are 
anxiously watching the hand of the Lord 
towards me, may be stirred up to supplicate 
the throne of grace more fervently that a full 
deliverance may be granted unto me. I am 
"Titing this letter at Whitchurch, in Hamp
shire, having been three days from home, and 
preaching in different places according to ap
pointment. 

Having to wait some time for the train to 
take me on homeward, I surveyed the ex
ternals of this little town. I walked carefully 
through it; I saw one chapel, oue church, and 
a host of low paltry houses where poison is 
sold, and I concluded that pure religion was 
at a low mark here; while the paths of the 
destroyer are Yery thickly strewe<l. There is 
in this part of the country a profession of re
ligion that stands in forms, is expressed in 
modern scholastic fictions, and results in 
ministerial, congregational, and circumstantial 
failures. Andover and Whitchurch, Basing
stoke and Winchester, with many other towns 
and villages in Hampshire, are almost desti
tute of a vital, energetic, and decidedly dis
criminating testimony to the truth as it is in 
Jesus. 111 y heart is very full; I could lay 
before you volumes of matter illustratirn of 
the condition of the churches, the peculiar 
experiences of some of the Lord's people 
whom I have met in my travels- and espe
cially as descriptive of the mysterious path, 
through which your elder brother, the writer 
or these lines, is daily passing. I must only 
give you a small leaf from my note- book at a 
time. If a day of full freedom Le ever granted 
to me, then l will hope to unfurl my Lannei·, 
and fully declare all the way the Lord hath 
led me while in this desert I haYe trod. But 
now I am so oppressed and filled with earthly 
sorrows, I must silently bear the reproaches 
of the enemy, the slights of the brotherhood, 
all:d the censures of all who misjudge my con
science altogether. A glance at my present 
Journey is all I must f,oive you now. Last 
Lord's day I preached three times, and arose 
on Monday morning with a heayy heart. I 
was _pledged to take one service at Reading 
Anwversary, and then to proceed into these 
parts. But thick dark clouds threatened to 

stop me. Oh, how I groaned in sorrow, and 
wished I had not bomHl myself to go I Aftel' 
some severe sacrifice of feeling, the clouds 
opened, and I left tho Paddington Station at 
four o'clock, was in my brother Vinden's bed
room before six o'clock, and there in earnest 
prayer I sought for a word to carry up before 
the people. On rising from prnyer, and open
ing a Bible which lay on the table, these 
words were laid in my mind:-" And Moses 
said, If now I have found grace in thy sight, 
0 Lord, let my Lord, I pray Thee, go among 
us; for it is a stiff-necked people; and pardor1 
our iniquity and our sin; and take us for 
thine inheritance."-Exod. xxxiv. 9. 

A few moments' meditation, and I went to 
my post. J\lr. Alldiss had preached to them 
in the morning; Mr. Beacock in the after
noon; and Mr. Henry Allnutt on the day 
previous; it fell to my lot to finish np the 
anniversary services; and in doing so, good
ness and mercy strengthened me, and under 
a feeling sense of the solemnity of the work, 
I spoke a long time to the people. Between 
the friends of truth at Reading and myself, 
there existeth a happy npion of spirit, and a 
joyful day would it be to see the right man 
settled over them as a useful and honourable 
pastor and preacher of the ever-flowing 
streams of salvation. I found the Reading 
Church deeply grieved at the recent cruel 
attack made upon the ministerial character 
of the late Mr. James Raynsford, of Horsham, 
in Sussex. The church at 'London Street, 
Reading(as wellasverymany other churches), 
found !llr. Raynsford's ministry unusually re
freshing, establishing, and edifying; therefore, 
they sorely feel the attempt made by some to 
write disgrace upon his grave. I trust he is 
"without fault before the throne." 

The next morning (Tuesday), May 13th, I 
travelled from Reading to Basingstoke, and 
from Basingstoke to Andover, where the 
bishop of the Shipton diocese met me with 
his carriage-Mr. Dyer, the recently settled 
pastor of Long Parish, also being with him. 
Across the Hampshire hills, and down into 
the Shipton valley we were driven-through 
showers and sunshine-arriving at our Brother 
Mower's chapel about half-past two; it was 
full of people; friends had come in vans, 
carts, and on foot, from several churches 
round, and " very happy-looking company 
were there gathered together. At the last 
moment I was helped to speak from these 
words,-" Have respect unto the covenant, 
for the dark places of the earth are full of the 
habitations of cruelty. Oh, let not the op
pressed return asluuned; let the poor and 
needy praise thy name." "The dark places 
of the earth" arc those unhappy regions1 ~nd 
those unholy hearts where the !ife-insp1rmg 
rays, and sonl-constraining powers o! the 
Gospel have never fully been received. In 
those dark deserts, Popery and prejudice, igno
r!\nce and delusion, perversion and persecu
tion have reigned, and still continuo to deny 
God's truth, to distress God's people, and to 
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deceive tho fallen sons of men. Asaph be- CARL TON, BEDS. 
sought the Lord to "have respect unto the MR. EmToR,-1 here give you an account 
covenant," for, by the blood of thnt covenant, of the baptizing at our place the last Sabbath 
n.11 Christ's prisoners are to be " sent forth out in March, 1856. 
of the pit, wherein is no water." We see from It is the custom of the place that the persons 
these words how the nneien t Church grieved who are about to join the chmch by baptism 
over the ruins of the Fall-how her faith late their experience before the church a11<\ 
rested (not in tho free-will powers of mortal congregation. We began the service at eight 
mfln, but) in the undying engagements of the in the morning. Our large meeting-house was 
everlasting covenant-and how, in times of filled. A solemn sight to see such an assem
darkness, she put God in remembrance, and bly on such an occasion! We began with 
cried unto Him to "have respect unto the singing, after which one of the young men 
covenant "-to bring oppressed souls to his was called upon to pray. Not four years ago 
mercy-seat-'-and there to release, and relieve, he was a swearer and a daring sinner; he ad
and restore them; and so to enrich the poor, dressed a throne of grace, and had sweet 
and to bless the needy, that they might praise liberty. After prayer was concluded, I called 
his name. How often do we go to the word upon our female friend to come forward and 
of truth, to the throne of grace, and to the tell ont in her own way how the Lord met 
worship of his house, burdened and op with and what He had done for her. I did, 
pressed I How often do we return ashamed, with others, fear for her; but the promise was 
because unbelief and a host of infirmities made good to her, that "as thy day, so shall 
have there distressed our minds ! This, in- thy strength be." She began by stating that 
deed, Jj,as,been my path for very many years. she was at the first led to think about reli
But for earnest, seeking, praying souls, a time gion, and to attend the meeting, because her 
of jubilee.will come. husband did attend. She stated that it was 

The afternoon service being over, we re- while hearing the Word was brought home to 
paired to the pastor's barn, where a large her heart with saving power. Her tale of 
company enjoyed their tea. It being found mercy was pleasing. 
impossible to get one-half the people into the The next person was one of our male 
chapel, the evening service was holden in the friends. He is not, like some, favoured with a 
barn. Brethren Mead, Mower, Dyer, and my- gift to express himself with ease; but the 
self addressed the meeting; and I believe the Lord was his helper. He has been a man wh 
seed threshed out in the barn that night will has always lived a moral life, attendet! to his 
never be lost. It is hard labour to travel to work, strove to please his employers, and 
these -country districts; but when we see the kept close to his church. He began to come 
families gathered from different quarters, and to us, and felt an increasing desire to hear 
when we receive the blessing of so many the Word preached. One Sabbath morning I 
who arc filled with joy and peace in believing, was led in much anguish of spirit from the 
we are strengthened to hope the Lord will well-known passage, "but they that wait 
not let us sutler loss. upon the Lord shall renew their strength." 

The next morning we had•to travel over. It pleased God to make that sermon the 
the Hampshire hills again, a distflnce of about happy means of his conversion to God; it 
14 miles; and the showers of beautiful rain will, by him and others, be long remembered; 
came in such thick succession, that between and with much heartfelt feeling he told ont 
them we could not pass; but our good bishop what great things God lrnd done for him. 
provided us with a covered carriage, and him- The other pe(son who spoke was the hus
self became our coachman; so in safety we band of the female, and he spake well, and 
were conveyed to Long Parish, an extensive with much deep feeling, and amidst tears, 
village near to Whitchurch, where a beautiful how he was led to come, and what changes 
Baptist chapel is the scene of Mr. Dyer's he had gone through, what conflicts he httd 
labours. Paul's words to tho Ephesians had, had, what temptations had assailed him; how 
that morning, been shining in upon my mind, he had often thought the earth would open 
where he speaks of one of the great results her month, and he shoul,l go down into tho 
of our salvation,-" That we should be to the pit; and this was brought about from several 
praise of his glory who first trusted in sermons he heard me preach, until I preached 
Christ; in whom ye also trusted," &c. Some from "Why art thou cast down, 0 rny soul? 
exalting views of Gospel truth filled ou,· I shall yet praise Him." That sermon was 
hearts with gladness, and in happy freedom not only made n blessing, but a rich and last
wo spent the day. A beautiful bam was ing one; and even to this day there i• no 
richly hung with boughs and bouquets-where other portion that will make him look up 
many took tea. In the evening Mr. Dyer with suuh pleasure. He has been in our 
gave us the history of the Church at Long Sabbath school as n teacher. 
l'arish · and Mr. R. ]\-lower, in n very loug The other was our good friend Willimn 
nddres~ exhibited both the interior and ex- Stock, who is n widower, and has seen nm\ 
tcrior ~f tho Gospel kingdom. The Long gone through deep afflictions, having last 
Parish pastor has prnmised to give the histo~-y year lost a good and godlf wife, to who~ the 
of the cause. It is valuable. I must say, for Loni Irn,I made me_ usetul, and who chcd a 
the present, farewell. C. W. ll. QJOst h:ippy death; mste>id of my baptiziug 

Having this spring and summer travelled her, I hitd to bury her; and shortly after her 
thousands of miles and laboured hard, I hope death, the Lord took from poor William his 
every month to ruinish you with some of tlrn youngest son, He spake well, and was very 
llotos I hnve t11kon. thm1kful to the Lord for his goo,lnes:; to him. 
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In the evm~ing we beg-an the service at five 
o'clock; and the meeting was thron,rcd to c.x
ccss. The four persons were baptized; and 
nfter that was finished, our friend Parker 
gave out a few verses, and we held a prayer
meeting in the chapel. We found it good. 
May the Saviour ever keep us! I have been 
permitted to baptize 16 persons while here. 

J. EVANS. 

CLAPHAM. 

happy position of Mnnoa auc\ his wifo of old-to 
stand by and see the angel of the livino- G0tl 
perform his wonders; to ,vhich God: and 
whom alone, we call upon all the powers of 
our soul, and also upon all the p,u-takers ofliko 
precious faith, to unite in n.scl'ibing all tho 
praise, and join us in heart while wo sing 
with the poet-
" Then give all tho glory to his holy name 

To Him all the glory belongs; [f11:nc 
Be ours tho high joy still to sound forth hi~ 

And crown Him in each of our songs." 
I would just ndd, that, in addition to the 

foregoing, we have received, since the cmn
mencement of the present year, by baptism 
six other brethren and sisters, besides thre~ 
from other churches. 

Yours affectionately in Jesus, 
Eow ARD PHILLIPS. 

DEAR MR. EmToR,-As a watchman on 
the walls of Zion, and one of her very fow 
faithful chroniclers, I make no apology for 
sending yon a few lines for insertion in the 
"VESSEL," expressive of the Lord's gracious 
dealings with that portion of his visible 
Church worshipping at Garner, where of late, 
to his honour be it saiJ, our Beloved has come 
into his garden, and has tasted of his pleas-
ant fruits, and h&s once more put his broad HALSTEAD, ESSEX. 
seal of approbation upon the humble instrn- BROTHER BANKs,-13elieving the welfare 
mentality of our deru.· pastor, and has fa- of Zion lies near your heart, I take this op
voured him with fresh seals to his ministry, portunity of stating how (through the mercy 
which was evinced publicly on Wednesda.y and goodness of our covenant God) we are 
evening, the 30th April, when we had the getting on at Providence Chapel, Halstead, 
high joy of witnessing our dear pastor lead Essex. 
through the waters of believer's baptism 15 We hat! our anniversary on Tuesday, the 
persons, 4 males and 11 females, all of whom 3rd of June. 13rother Bloomfield gave us 
were enabled to give a satisfactory testimony two savoury discourses, preaching the Gospel 
of a work of grace in the soul, and to assign of the Blessed God from the heart. So much 
,rith meekness a reason for the hope formed so that there is a savour of that Name, which 
within them; and we believe, that never is above every name, left upon the hearts 
since we have existed together as a little of his dear familv. The attendance and col
church, have we been farnured with a sea- lections were as good aswe could expect. 
son of more solid joy, or of more savoury re- Relative to our position in spiritual matters 
fresbment, than we were permitted to enjoy I have the pleasure to inform you that our 
on the evening when these dear saints came beloved minister, llfr. John Thurston, had the 
into our little camp to testify what the Lord pleasure of administering the ordinance of 
had done for their precious souls, and to de- believer's baptism to three sisters on the 
clarc their allegiance unto the great King of morning of thll 8th of June, 1856, in 13ox 
kings, and their desire to follo1v Him in all the Mill River, in the presence of a large assem
ordinances of his_ house, regardless of all ob- bly, and who behaved well. Our minister 
stacles. As our dear friends varied in years addressed us from Acts, 2nd chapter: " Then 
(their ages ranging from 18 to 80), even so they that gladly received the Word were bap
diversified was the manner in....which the Lord tized." Such of us as know the grace of ~o<l 
had dealt with them in leadfog them to iden- in truth could say it was a time of refreshmg. 
tify themselves with the cause and people of We see our Lord will honour his own d1vme 
the Lord; for we had the testimony of the institution. His command to his called and 
giant, the Inll.n of full stature, the young faithful servants is," Go into all the world,and 
man, the weakling in faith, and even down to preach the Gospel;" "He that bclieveth and 
" thinkers" upon his name and "hopers" in is baptized shall be saved." Blessings for ever 
his mercy; but such, by the way, as dare not on his name, to crown it all with, "Lo, I am 
think on any otJ,er name, or rely for salvation with yon always, even unto the end of the 
npon anything save the free, the boundless, world." 
the unmerited, and incomprehensible mercy There arc more !ookino- over the walls of 
of our covenant God in Christ Jesus, so that Zion whose hearts tho Lord hath touched, 
we have had no hesitation .in saying unto and who, by the blessing of the Lord atteo<l
them, "Come in, ye blessed of our Father," ing the word spoken by our min!ster from 
in humble confidence that they with us will be. time to time, we hope will soon give them 
found at last among that happy number who. selves up first to the Lord and tuen to Ins 
shall surround the throne of God and the Church a~d people, accordh;g to the _revealed 
Lamb tln·ongh the countless ages of eternity, mind and will of the great King of Z10n. t 
and join the sweet and never-ending song in When brother Thurston first came amongs 
praise of that matchless love, that precious us (nearly twelve months ago) we were vcr~ 
blood, and that irresistible power which, in low; but we have a good gathering _togellled 
eternity pa.st bas chosen them, in time has on the Lord's <lay, nud prayer meetrngs an . 
rndcemed them, and in eternity to come will Wednesday evening lectures are much !Jct~'. 
glonfy them beyond whu.t human thought attended. As a church of God we have mu 
can couceiYe, or human tonO'uc express. to be tlrn.nkful for aud much Lo hurnl>le us. 

_We feel the Lord has dealt \err l,ountifully' May peace be in Ii°er walls and (soul) pro~pc• 
with us, and has permitted us to occupy the, rity in her palaces. THOMAS Hoor 
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BEXLEY HEATH,· KENT. 
On the third Sabbath in May, five believers 

pnssod through the ordinance of baptism
tl,ree from Orpington, anrl two of Bexley 
Heath. Our brother Wallis preached from 
Ephes. iv. 5, " One Lord, one faith, one bap
tism." Speaking of baptism, Mr. Wallis said: 
-" It was not the baptism of the Holy Gljost; 
that had ceased long ago. He thought we 
should be all frightened, and run out of 
the place, if, as it were, cloven tongues sat 
upon each of the candidates. (Read the whole 
verse, Acts ii. 2.) The baptism of the Holy 
Ghost was love and language; love prompted 
their zeal; and language to speak with other 
tongues. The operation of the Holy Ghost 
is the same as it ever was in the hearts of be
lievers. He thought these things ought to 
be more insisted on by the Baptist brethren, 
because it is the only subterfuge the Independ
ents fly to. Take this from them, and they 
have no argument left." 

On June 10th, we held our anniversary. 
Brother Hanks, ofWoolwich,preached a Gos
pel sermon from "This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners." 
Jn the evening brother George, of Walworth, 
from "Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord." 
It was a soul-cheering day. Between the 
services, above 100 sat down to tea, which 
was provided by the friends. 

YEOVIL. 
DEAR BROTHER,-Through the good hand 

of God upon me, it was my privilege, on the 
evening of Tuesday, May 20th, to baptize 
four of the Lord's redeemed family in a river 
at Coker, after speaking at the room from 
Acts viii. 37. The Master of Assemblies was 
with us, refreshing the hearts of the candi
dates and the hearers also, so that, if spared, 
and as soon as my health will permit, I .ape 
again to attend to this delightful and much 
neglected ordinance of the Gospel. One of 
the candidates was a very old traveller in the 
good way; but be' said he should not go borne 
l1appy without following the despised Lord in 
his own appointed way. Hence, my brother, 
we see sovereignty here most clearly dis-
played. The wholo family called by grace, 
and walking together in all the command
ments of the Lord blameless. What a mercy! 
"All that the Father bath given tho Sou 
shall come," &c. 

While I am thus favoured to sing of morcy, 
so also must I experimentally of judgment; 
for I am now, and have been for a long time, 
suffering from the elongation of the uvula 
of the throat, which I have this week had 
operated upon twice with caustic; and 
should that not succeed, must undergo the 
inore painful operation of having it cut. 

llut my Father is at the helm. I-le knows 
I_neod furnacing; and blessings on his dear 
Na111e, having helped mo thus 1hr, Ho will not 
leave me now. Il:Iay the blessing of Joseph 
111 all its fu!ness rest upon thy soul. 

lsAAC ColffORT, 

HIMSELF HATH DOllE IT. 

THERE are many deep and mysterious 
things in the providence of God towards his 
Church, the ri.qltt of which no good man 
would dare dispute; but wlty the Lord suffers 
it, may well occupy the prayerful minds of 
the spiritual in Zion. 

Affiiction and death lays low the fond and 
only child of the Christian parent, while his 
neighbour and friend, oft oppressed with 
poverty, bas around his table a numerous 
family. The active and useful member of a 
church, to whom his pastor and friends are 
looking with hopes of his long continuance 
as an "helper of their joy," by his ready and 
spiritual mind forming, in their view, an 
almost indispensable acquisition to the com
fort and peace of the little circle where he 
moves; but just as the fmit of one so blessed 
is about being gathered, wasting and decay 
appears in his frame-he sinks-he dies-and 
sometimes, which is more grievous, the mind, 
once so apparently spiritual, becomes, by a 
variety of painful causes, ensnared and 
spoiled for usefulness in the churches of 
the saints. Again, there are members of 
churches, whatever they may be in the sight 
of God, who appear more of an hindrance to 
the prosperity of the Church, than otherwise; 
there appears in them a visible want of spi
rituality, and a sad proof of worldly-minded
ness and sinful selfishness; but these live on, 
and last long; and when "like sheep they arc 
laid in the grave," though;their seat in the 
House of God may be vacant, yet the influ
ence attending a godly life, the savour of their 
prayers, the wholesome counsel of their lips, 
and the fellowships of their hearts, are not 
missed by the surviving friends. 

The righteous government of our God, con
cerning his ministers, may well occupy the 
minds of the godly in Zion; and holy plea
sure, s0Iemn inquiry, and deep regret will, 
by turns, be uppermost. Sometimes even 
from infancy, the Lord begins to work upon 
the minds of those he intends to bless as his 
own ministers. As of old, in the instance of 
Samuel and David, so in more modem add 
present times, the minrl is just expanding, 
the heart beats for sinful pleasures, and the 
passions are just ready to break forth, and a 
practical plunge iuto open sin is greedily 
sought for; but God very graciously arrests 
the mind, and by a divine allll wonderfol 
change, brings forth his servant in all the 
fervour of youth and manhood, to labour 
hard, to labour Jong and succcsstitlly in tho 
Gospel, and Iiko the beloved li,\ WKER, 
GADSBY, STEVENS, and others, to n1aintain 
them unstained in their moral character, and 
unswerving in their testimony to the great 
doctrines of tho eross, to tho latest hour of 
their long nnd useful lives. These instances 
afforcl room for a pleasurable review to every 
Christhu1; as also that we have now good and 
godly men who have long stood approYed of 
\Joel and by the churches; and though their 
locks are whitening with age, and some of 
them begin to feel the body must soon die, 
yet the triumphs of salvation, truth, tho me
diation of the Saviour, tho sph:itual advance-
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ment of the Church in knowlc,lge, grace, and 
the dccbrntiYe glory of God, nre themes nud 
motiYes that u1ny ·well move them itpwm·d 
in communion with God, onwm·d for con
quest, s.nd heavcnwa,•cl for etenrnl peace and 
rest. We are sorry that any of them should 
be allowed to turn a.side even for a moment 
to dispute "·ith disputers, who seek by subtilty 
and cunning to sow discord where holy peace 
should reign. Is it not also a pleitsnrable 
thought thnt God hns his ministers amongst 
the churches no"·, who are young, vigorous, 
and truthful? and though some of their 
elder brethren in the ministry may say un
lowl~· things of some of them, especially if 
God should give them more welcome and 
g-rcater stic.eess amongst the churches than 
it has been their lot to enjoy. Oh, may God 
embol<len his ministers, with the Bible in 
their hand, the truths of it in their heart, 
the influence of it in their life, and the God 
of it ~ their glory, to go forth with an in
dependent mind, and a pure motive, to de
clare it to dying men, without stopping to 
inquire whether this man or that will give 
his sanction; but each having the broad seal of 
Heaven's approbation in his own conscience, 
Le encouraged while he sings,-

" Careless myself, a dying man, 
Of dying man's esteem; 

Happy, 0 God, if thou approve, 
Though all beside condemn." 

Again, we say, the government of God, and 
the doings of his hrmd in Zion, may well call 
forth solemn inquiry, united with an urgent 
appeal, as with the psalmist, " Help, Lord, 
for the godly man ceaseth, and the faithful 
fail from among the children of men." We 
believe, though a Toplady, and many others, 
possessing great gifts and special grace, adapt
ing them for special service, died in the 
midst of apparent usefulness, yet the gifts 
they possessed did not die with them, for 
"every good and perfect gift cometh down 
from the Father of lights." But we may well 
regru·d the removal of a man of God with 
CP1otio11s and feelings that may lead us to 
inquiry before God, when we see the mind 
becomes expanded, and the heart warmed, 
and his acceptance in the churches increas
ed, and Lis felt delight in the hallowed work 
of the Gospel more realized, and the demon
stration of its being the Gospel is more 
evidenced in the heart of the saint-and it is 
proved such in lmmbling the heart of the 
sinner; friends gather round, and gratitude 
to God arises, truth pierces the heart, and 
mercy stoops to heal it; tears of contrition 
ilow, and tears of joy follow; th0 minister's 
home is happy, his heart is gladdened, and 
tue Church, in peace, spirituality, and num
bers, increases. But soon, ah! in a few short 
weeks, the pulpit has lost its welcome inha-
1,itant-the friends mourn-their under shep· 
herd is no more-the heart once beating 
ceases now-the tongue once moving," n.s the 
pen of a ready writer," is silent now-the 
good man sleeps· we kuow be "shall rise 
again," but not tu 1preach the Gospel to sin
ners; no more on earth to point the weary 
one the only road to rest, o,· speak to tho 

troubled saint of tho triumphs of Jesus nnd 
his needed succour for tempted souls.' We 
could say concerning such, as we mny wntch 
their sinking frame," Lord, why wilt thou not 
spare them a little longer? Thou hast mndo 
them bclovedh useful, and bloat; why tako 
them now, w en so many churches round 
are wanting their valuable services? Oh, spare 
them a little longer, spnre them, good Lord 1 " 
But while love prompts our warmest wish 
faith needs to check our repining, and grac~ 
to help ns bear submissively, and in the spirit 
and meekness of onr recleeming Lord, to say, 
when even the most endeared and useful men 
may die, " Father, not my will, but thine be 
done." We do well to encourage grateful 
emotions, rather than angry and unrestrained 
rcpinings, inasmuch as they were rnised up, 
and sent forth as heralds of mercy at all; and 
that they were blest so much and so long, 
and were not allowed to swerve from the 
heai·ty and honest avowal of truth, to gain 
esteem from dying men, nor yet to outlive 
their usefulness by an indolent and loose 
living, or an indulgence in a litigious nnd 
pulpit bitterness, until they became con
temptible to all, and died unlamented and 1111-
loved. 

We have been led to these remarks by the 
removal of our beloved brother, Mr. Nathan 
Horsley, minister of Zion Chapel, Chatteris, 
Cambridgeshire, who died peacefully and 
happy in the Lord, on Tuesday, May 29, 1856, 
and Just entering upon his 44th year, and 
more than five years' ministry at Chatteris. 

Perhaps it would be wise to say but little 
more, as it is not needful to 1·emind his 
friends of his worth; they feel his loss, and 
thereby learn his worth; but by th~ ~equ~st 
of those to whom by grace, and 1mmsterrnl 
usefulness, our brother was much endeared, 
we may give a few things relative to the 
Lord's gracious and loving favour towards 
him next month, should the Lord spare us,-

~or to the praise of grace we sing, 
Though of a dying saint we tell." 

And we may say of the Lord's gracious 
dealings, as of his bereaving providences,
" Himself bath done it." 

COLNBROOK, JuNE ID, 1856. 

Mrs. :Mary Weekly, Longford, for many 
years a member of the Baptist Chnrcb, Coln
brook, Bucks, departed this life in peace, ai;ed 
76, resting on Christ the rock. She d1Ctl 
happy,· after being nine weeks confined to 
her bed; she fell asleep without a sigh or 11 

grnan, on Saturday, Juno 14.th. 
The writer of the above had the pleasm·e 

of spending a few days at her house Inst year. 
I found her dependence was solely on. the 
great iind glorious atonement, not a twig to 
hang upon but Jesus nnd his precious bl~o_d. 
Frequently perplexed with doubts and fe,u 8, 

but at eventide it was light. 
J. WALLIS, 
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ORDINATION OF JOSEPH WA UREN, AT 
NEW!CK, l:iUSSEX, ON MoNDAY, JUNE 0. 

TIIESE happy services commencccl by Joseph 
Chislett, of Walworth, reacliug ancl praying; 
nftcr singing, Samuel Cozens preached from 
1 Cor. i. 2, " the Church of God at Corinth." 

A sober and practical distinction, whereby 
the Church of Christ differs from all formal 
ancl nominal Churches, introduced the sub
ject, which embodied seven principal ideas, 
richly clothed with new-covenant trnth and 
Gospel matter. Mr. Cozens first showed that 
the true Church was a chosen one, that her 
salvation originated in the foreknowledge, in 
the clivine purpose, and in the omniscience of 
the Eternal Three-One Jehovah. 2. It is a re
deemed Church, redeemed by the precious 
blood of the Goel-Man, God's co-equal, co
eternal Son. Blessed illustrations of redemp
tion mercies were heie given. A soldier in 
the Crimea was wounded seven-and-twenty 
times, but was neither killed nor taken cap
tive by Russia; so, vessels of mercy may be 
wounded by Satan, may be aftlicted by sin; 
but they cannot be taken captive by Satan so 
as to be bound by him, and by him to be 
buried in death and hell. 3. God's Church is a 
regenerated Church, begotten again, they can
not tell when, nor how; but the fact of their 
internal panting for God, pro?es it. They are 
uorn to know God in his law, to know God in 
his Gospel, to know God in his spiritual bless
ings, to know God in the precious atouing blood 
of the Lamb. If I sympathise with dear Hart 
in one thing more than another, it is in that 
sent~nce :-'' Great God, I'm clean, 1'1n clean.'' 
The preacher's witness to the peace-impart
ing and ~in-removing blood of the Lamb, was 
conclusive, and very powerful. His declara
tion of his own soul's sufferings as a con
demned sinner, a struggling sinner, and as a 
Christ-viewing sinner, was exceedingly ex
pressive of a heart baptized into the realities 
of eternal truth. In the afternoon, C. W. 
llanks asked the questions. The Ueport read, 
nnd the answers given by brother Joseph 
Warren, were of universal interest. To a 
crowded assembly of earnest listeners, the 
statements made by Joseph Warren, as evi
dences of his conversion to God, his call to the 
ministry, and his determination to abide by 
New Testament laws, ordinances, and doc• 
trines, were received with considerable feeling 
and satisfaction. It has never been our pri
vilege to witness a more spirited and happy 
settlement of a pastor among his people. The 
chapel and grounds were filled with cheerful 
Christii.ns taking tea; after which, Mr. Warren 
opened the evening service by rending and 
pmycr. C. W. Banks then g·ave an aclch·ess to 
the pastor, from the words-" Be thou faith
ful unto death; and I will give thee the crown 
?f life." He referred to tho painful fact, th:tt 
!11 this day, there were great minds employed 
In writing down, nnd prenching against, three 
essential principles: 1. The redemption of the 
Church by the sacrifice and offering up of the 
body nncl blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 2. 
Of the final porsevemnce of the saints. 3. Of 
the distinct personality and essential work of 
the Holy Ghost. Against these great princi-

ples of the Christian faith, men were fighting; 
faithfulness to God, to the Loni ,Jesus, to the 
Holy Comforter, to the Scriptures, to the 
Church, and to all who either listen to, or profess 
the Gospel, is therefore of mighty moment. 
He spoke of the minister's work, of the miuh
ter's wants, of his warfare, of the solemn warn
ings written for him in the Won]; and lastly, of 
the minister's reward. Mr.Joseph Chislett then 
addressed the church in a good wholesome 
spirit; and the services of the day were 
closed. The history of the church as rca,[ 
at Newick, and i\Ir. Warren's experience a_nrl 
views, as written by himself, we hope to give 
in our next. 

A FRIENDLY HINT. 
To the Editor of the Earthen Vessel. 

DEAR Sm,- Detained at home on Sunday 
evening last, I took down from my book
shelves two or three back volumes of the 
VESSEL, and although I had read them be
fore, yet all appeared new; and as I turned 
over page after page of the histories and 
origin of churches, conpled with_ the most 
interesting accounts of the early life, conver
sion, and call to the ministry of their ex
cellent pastors, I felt as thoug~ each 1rnmber 
was a volume worth double its pnce; and I 
cannot but think that it needs only to be 
seen and known to be more widely read, 
seeing it is the 'only organ of intelligence 
(properly so called) which is possessed by the 
Particular Baptists of the United !(ingdom. 
I have somewhere read that your c1rculat10n 
is about 7000 per month. Why, really, sir, 
I do not think that is one each for the mem • 
bers of our London P,1rticubr Baptist 
Churches, who profess to hold the truths it 
advocates, of whom, I belie,e, at a rough 
computation, there are at least 8000, and at 
least double that number of attendants, who 
are not connected bv membership. How many 
the country churches n:imber, I cannot pre
tend to say; but at any rate, many thou
sands. Surely, then, some means may_ be 
devised whereby your vahmble per1od1cal 
mav become better known, and more widely 
circulated, and yourself rewarded for the 
years of toil and care you have bestowed on 
its production. Now I have thought that 
if you were to make up some cheap sa!"ple 
packets of your back numbers, some ot our 
friends might be induced to purcha..<e them, 
and distribute them about wl!ere they were 
not previously known, which they can Jo 
through the post at a very cheap rate; and 
thus I conceive two ends woul,l be an
swer'ed at lcnst~your warehou?e lig~tencd. 
of the surplus stock, and th_e ctrc:Ilat10n ol 
yom ma~azino extended. ). ou will par<lou 
1ne, I nm ~ure, for venturing ~o di?tate to you 
on this subject, seeing my object 1s good. 

I am, clear sir, yours foithf'ully, 
A LOYER OF THE EARTHEN VESSEL, 

London, June 9th, I 856. 
fThe Editor thanks his friend. Many thou-
- sn.nds of the E .. uiTUEN VESSEL are HO\\.. 

done up in packets. If our readers would 
endeavour at once to remove the1n off, it 
would be a relief. Tho Editor contempl11tcs 
visitiug Cornwall, W alos, Scotland, &c., and 
hopes to circulate many in those parts. J 
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MAZZAROTH; 
OR,THE 

TWE LYE SIG KS IN THE BIBLICAL 
HEAYENS. 

(Co11ti1111cd from page 128.) 

I RETURN a~ain to the twelve sons of Jacob. 
I wish I hit~! taken n more concise view of 
thclil; for I Iong to come to those richer 
typ,is, whereby the LIFE 1111d GLORY of the 
Church shone forth amid the darkness of 
tl,e Law; bnt being led into J acob's house, 
I cannot al,ruptly learn it; although the 
anniYersary sen-iccs this spring and sum
mer haYe left rue in a weak and nervous 
state, oflen fearing I must soon give up. 
The great Apostle of the Gentiles once 
wrote a sentence concerning himself, that 
I haYe deeply entered into. ·Many haYe 
reproached and censured me for allusions 
to personal sorrows and circumstantial 
trials- but truth is truth-and this is 
trnlh ;-in the year 18-!3, on a certain day, 
when I was awfully sunk in darkness of 
soul, I fell on the floor of l\Ir. Spett.igue's 
printing-office, in Chancery Lane ( all the 
compositors being gone to their dinner), 
and there I vowed most earnestly that if 
the Lord would reveal himself to my soul, 
in 'pardoning, restoring, and up-lifting 
power, I would never cease to speak of 
his mercy as long as I had life. In 
ihe summer of that year, the Lord sent 
deli rerance to my cRptive spi1~t through 
the instrumentality of that dear man of 
God, Mr. George Abrahams, when be 
preached from the words - " Thou art 
more· glorious and excellent than the 
mountains of prey." In the November of 
that same year 1843, the Lord sent my 
brother Elijah Packer, to find me out, and 
to fetch rue out, and made him the instru
ment of thrusting me into the ministry, 
in which now for nearly 13 years I have 
stood in London, and in all parts of this 
kingdom; and I have never yet dared to 
refuse to go to any place where a reque~t 
has been made tliat I go and preach the 
Gospel, albeit tl,e trials and difficulties 
arising iherefrom will never be told-but, 
like l'aul, to my friends, I sa,y-" I would 
not, brethren, have you ignorant of the 
tr·ouble which came to us, being pressed 
out of measure; above strength, insomuch 
tliat we despaired of life." Pastors, whose 
labours are limited to their own churches, 
or nearly so, can neither sympathise with, 
nor kindly feel for, those who are made 
willing to "go forth, with weeping-bear-

ing ilrn scetl basket;" and scattering 
" hai,djiils ,f 1""1,o,sc : " but some few know 
that such a man's lire is, of necessity, 60 

divided as ;to nlmost entirely deprivo him 
of quiet rest, and tho comforts of church 
associations. Leaving all this ( a bursting 
heart will "out" sometimes), let us go to 
the Word of God; and may the Holy 
Anointer reveal in us the wondrous gmce 
of God as it began to be seen in the lives 
of ancient patriarchs, and the fathers of 
olden times. 

Of the tribe of Reuben, there are t11·o 
things of honourable mention. The first 
is that which may be considerecl tempni-al; 
the second is that which is more spi,·itual. 
In both cases, there was at first a misun
derstanding; but after explanation was 
given, things went well. In the 32nd of 
Numbers, we read that the children of 
Reuben and Gad had a great multitude of 
cattle; and they sought .for the land of 
J azer, and the land of Gilead, to dwell in, 
those lands being well watered, and good 
for cattle. Here, in the first place, if we 
view this _merely as a history, we see that 
the Reubenites and the Gadites were still 
industrious fellows ; they had their eyes 
open ; and having a multitude of cattle, 
they were desirous of fixing in such parts 
as might be suitable for the increase and 
well-being of the same. Moses, at the 
first, thought that these Reubeniles and 
Gadites wanted to settle down in their 
nests, and not go out to battle, whereupon 
Moses read them a very stern discourse 
indeed-" Shall your brethren go to war, 
and shall ye sit here?" You may read 
that sermon which Moses preached in 
Numbers xxxii. 0-15. The answer of the 
men was becoming and good. They said, 
"We ourselves will go ready armed before 
the children of Israel, until we have brought 
them unto their place: and our little ones 
shall dwell in the fenced cities. We will 
not return unto our houses unt.il the 
children of Israel have inherited every 
man !,is inheritance. Thy servants will do 
as my lord commandeth." 

Here are many excellent -features of 
character, which thousands in our Gospel 
day would do well closely to follow. A._5 

members of the 'common community, it 
was well for them' to be concerned to have 
snob II position as might be suitable for 
their large possessions. As foth?rs. of 
families, and heads of tribes, it was bmdmg 
upon them to watch over their welfare; 1m(l 
a~ men that feared God, and sought the 
well-being of his kingdom, and obedience 
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to his will, it was noble in them lo declare 
their readiness to go armed and fight the 
Lord's battles; resolving never to return 
until the Israelites inherited the inberit
nuce appointed unto the1n. As citizens, as 
fathers and husbands, and as Christians, 
their spirit 1mcl deportment was magnani
mous and praiseworthy. I would ever de
sire to manifest such a wholesome and 
happy spirit as this. Carelessness, as re
gards our stake and standing in this time
state, looks not well in a Christian : in
consideration, or the want _of a well-ba
lnnced parental affection toward those de
pendent upon us, is worse than inhuman. 
Our position in tliis world is one of great 
human, natural, and relative responsibility. 
As bretliren, _as husbands, as fathers, as 
masters, as servants, as neighbours, and 
as members of society, we are bound by 
ties the most tender, and by claims the 
most powerful, not one of which can either 
be strained or broken, bnt we must suffer 
Joss ourselves, and entail much misery on 
those who come after us. Lazy, lukewarm, 
and one-sided Christians ! look y& well to 
this. When a man is set over a eh urch that 
cannot fully provide for the wants of liim
self and his family, I think it argues much 
for that man's uprightness, when he employs 
all the powers, and uses all the means, 
within his reach, to prevent either the 
eh urch or bis children from suffering 
thereby. And how pleasant it is to read 
in the beginning of Joshua, chap. xxii., 
that it went well· with these industrious 
tribes. " Joshua called the Reubenites, 
and the Gadites, and the half tribe of llfa
nasseh, and said unto them, Ye have kept 
all that Moses the serve.ut of the Lord 
commanded you, and have obeyed my voice 
in all that I commanded you; and now the 
L_ord your God hath given rest unto yom
brethren, as he p,·omise<l them; therefore, 
now, return ye unto your tents. So Joshua 
blessed them, and sent them away." 

Let us take another view of this part of 
Biblical history. We will consider Reuben, 
Gad, and Manasseh as types of lively and 
decided Christians, in this time-state. The 
land of J azer and the land of Gilead we 
may consider as types of a good, n faithful, 
o. fruitful, a full-weight Gospel ministry. 
J«zei· _is " he that helps." A man in the 
ministry whose heart and head are right, 
in whose band there is the pure candle
stick, and the lamps well-lighted up with 
the p111·e oil ulive beaten for the light 
(Lev. xxiv. 2) " to cause the lamps to 
bnrn continually," and whoso _hem-t is as a 

fountain of wnt.ers, the rivm· or /(/;, an,l of 
love flowing fresh for ever there-snch a 
man will be a help incleed, not only to in
dividuo.l believers, but to clinrcl,es, anrl to 
the visible kingdom of Christ at large. 
Saul of Tarsus, once a foe, now becomes a 
friend; oh, what a helper in the Gospel 
hath the Apostle been, for eighteen hnn
dred years and more! The same may be 
said of every true servant of God: in his 
measm-e, he is a helper; and with such an 
one Reuben loves to dwell. Gilead is "a 
heap of testimony:" that is, a good heaped
up Gospel, the everlasting covenant, with all 
its gracious provisions; sovereign grace, 
with all its holy doctrines; .salvation, with all 
its blessed promises; a living faith in the 
soul, with all its beautiful evidences; and a 
Christian obedience, with all it.~ observances 
of ordinances, its conflicts, victories, hopes, 
and labours. This is" a heap of testimony," 
where true spiritual Reubenites and Gad
ites love to dwell. I am sure I love a go,xl 
minister, and a heap of testimonies, when 
from the heart they freely flow ; anJ, 
although, with one exception, ministers 
have been my greatest hinderance ( that 
one exception is myself, self has been the 
saddest source of all my sorrows) ; still, 
some have 'been to me most blesseJ helps. 
John Bunyan, William Huntington, Isaac 
Beeman, William Gadsby, Joseph Caryl!, 
Benjamin Keach, Alexander Cruden, Wil
liam Bridge, John OiVen, George Alirn
hams, James Wells, William Skelton, Wil
liam Allen, and many more that I might 
name, have been real helps to me in the 
Gospel, and with them I hope, through the 
tender mercies of a dear Redeemer, en1r 
to dwell, where oil shall join to sing the 
song "worthy the Lamb," 

" And crown Him Lord of all." 

Once more, for Reuben, aml I must 
!eave him. 

I. shall undertake to say that the children 
of Reuben and tho children of Gad, with 
the half tribe of l\Ianasseb, were the first 
Sunday school teachers in the tribes of 
Israel. l\Inster Raikes, of the Gloucester 
city, only restored that which these ancient 
men set up in the earlier ages of tho 
world's existence. 

Read the · 22nd chapter of Joshua. 
When Joshua sent them home with 
a blessing, what did they do? Why, tlwy 
built up a Sunday school. How so? say 
you. Read for yourself, " When they 
came unto the borders of Jordan, they 
built thero <t gi·eat all«,- to "''" lo," Au 
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Rll.nr tlrnt might he R witness for the gcnc
rntions to come after them; that unto their 
children, an,l to their children's children, 
they rnigl,t sny-" B('/,n/r/, THE r.HTEilN OF 

THE ALTAR OF THE Lonn." It was not Rn 
Allnr of Merit, but nn Altar of Mercy. 
Not Rn Altnr for SRcrifice, but an Allar 
for SalYation unto the ends of the earth. 

·when the children of Israel heard of 
the Renbenites building this altar, they 
gitthered themseh·es together at Shiloh, 
to go up to war Rgainst them. And they 
came with mighty words, itnd many me
nn.<'ing threats, thinking some dreadful 
thing was clone. 

""hen this poor little "EARTHEN YEs
SEL" first ~went out into the world, its 
simple aim was, to be a witness to the 
truth and faithfulness of God. As of old, 
so then, nearly the whole of the congre
gations of Israel rose up to war against it. 
"Oh," they'.said, "it is in opposition to this, 
to that, andjto the other;" and many hard 
stones were flung at the pitcher, in order 
to dash it to pieces; but the more it was 
afflicted the larger it grew; and although 
it~ bruises and bonds are many, hope helps 
ns still to pray that eYen now, for a little 
space, grace may be showed from the Lord 
our God, that He may still giYe us a nail 
in his Loly place; that He may lighten, or 
lift up our down-cast eyes, and give us a 
little reviving in onr bondage (Ezra ix. 8.) 
What I have saiJ. of this work, is true of 
ull new efforts ever made to set up "the 
Great Altar to see to." Sunday schools 
anJ. all evangelical enterprises have been 
J.iscouraged; but if they have no other 
motive than to lift np and to call attention 
to the Great Altar of Heaven's Ordination 
nncl Provision-if their one aim is to show 
" the Pattern ~f the Altar of the Lord," 
" the thing will please the children of 
Israel" (Josh. xxii. 33), the children of 
Israel will Liess tl1e Lorcl; and good will 
Le done. For no other ends doth the 
writer of these lines desire either to live or 
to labour; and therefore, in the faith and 
l,ope of heaven, he subscribes himself, your 
companion in triLulation, 

C!LillLES WATERS BANKS. 
.faue 14, 1856. 

THE OLD CHURCH BOOK. 

[The continuation of the history of the 
church iu Unicorn Yard Chapel is deferred 
this month to make room for some out of the 
many communications which have come to 
hand. The third part of the above is written 
and ready for next month.-ED.] 

OPEN comIUNION. 

To the Editor of the Em·then Vessel, 
Srn,-Some months ngo, I 11sked you n 

qncstion relating to members of nn np,;i 
communion church, uniting with n stdct 
communion church at tho Lord's tnble whe
ther such practice wns consistent with' strict 
Ilnptist principles. Silence, on yonr pnrt 
makes me suspicious, that you arn nfrnid t~ 
spook out upon such a matt.er. 

JAMES DUUJIIJIIOND. 
[The delay has been occasioned by constant 

labours out of doors at anniversary services. 
Our principle and our practice is a strict 
adherence to Acts ii. 41, 42. W~ believe 
that baptism, by immersion of persons who 
have a trne evangelical repentance wrought 
in them, and a good confession of faith in 
the Lord Jesus for salvation, made by 
them, to be in strict accordance with the 
mind of Christ, and the practice of his 
Apostles. We advocate, ·we practise, we 
countenance no communion in ordinances 
with those who either do not, or will not, 
see this to be right.-En.] 

THE ALARn1, A;ND THE NEW EFFORT. 

To the Editor of the " Vessel." 
DEAH Sm,-It is acknowledged now, by 

some who have heretofore denied the accusa
tion, thnt the spirit and power of the Gospel 
are ignored in the ministry of many of our 
popular preachers, who deal much in litera
ture and science, but omit the first (the fun
damental) principles of the oracles of God. 
The evil has been growing for years; and 
when a faithful testimony has been raised 
against it, the magazines, newspapers, and 
pulpits have joined in a -yell of indignation, 
crying out," Bigotry! Hyper-Calvinism I ~n
tinomianism !" &c., &c. And /the alarmists 
have been accounted enemies, because they 
have declared the truth-Gal. iv. 16. This 
kind of fencin" will no longer serve the wish 
to prevent inq0uiry, nor sustain a reputation 
for evangelical purity, where the cross of 
Christ is not preached. and the Spirit's W?rk 
is not insisted upon. We hope the excite
ment which is now extending over the length 
and breadth of Prote~tant Christendom will 
not spend itself in coarse personalities and 
fierce judgments, nor die out as a decayed 
fire of fleshly zeal; but that it will oper~te 
as apostolic r~proof did among th_e CorJll
thinns producin" godly sorrow, rncreased 
carefu1lness of tl~e trust committed to _us, 
clewing of ourselves from pride-engen~errng 
heresies-, indignation against sin, both Ill b~
lieving and behaving, feai· of God and !us 
just rebukes, zeal for the Saviour's honour 
and the healthy discipline of his Church, au1. 
,·evenge against tho ensnaring influenceC 0 

an ingenious, but Christless, tl1eology-2 or. 
vii. 10, 11. I am requested to make know~ 
to you that e. society has just been for)i1!8 

for the purpose of asserting and sprea mg 
the ancient and glorious doctrines of etern~ 
truth, and for gathering up tho sontterc 
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strength of Zion for n moro nuitcrl nnrl ener
getic defence of the Gospel ngninst open as
snults and secret treachery. The meetings of 
the friends who originated the movement 
!111vc been held hitherto in Salem Chapel, 
~!card's Court, nnd Zion Chnpel, Chadwell 
f;trcnt, St. John's Street Road. An address to 
the churches and lovers of the truth ns the 
same is in Jesus, is alreruly prepared, and 
will be published in II few days. It eontnins 
tho doctrinal platform of the society, a de
claration of the objects to which the society 
is pledged, nncl the means of action. A copy 
will be forwarded to yon as soon as printed. 
I nm, dear Sir (for the Committee), yours re-
spectfully, T. JONES. 

The Vicarage, Lewisham, June 18, 1856. 

[There have been many efforts made to.pu
rify and to unite our churches. It has 
hitherto been found a clifficult matter. May 
we hope that by this new association something 
permanently good will be effected?-En.] 

THE CRIMINALITY OF UNBELIEF. 

[It will be impossible to stem the toJTent of 
criticism and controversy which "A Little, 
One" has drawn forth. The insertion of some 
pieces may lead many to read "The Epistles 
to Theophilus" again. They may help ns 
all more fully to examine principles of great 
importance, and much to our profit. This is 
our hope, our aim, our prayer.-En.] 

DEAR MR. EmToR,-1 have read the 24th 
letter to Theophilus, signed by a Little One,· 
but see error in it. His ascription of salvation 
in all cases to the free, sovereign, unmerited, 
and nnconditional mercy of God, is very scrip
t urn!; but he certainly errs when he says 
that if_ a man be lost, it is not his own fault. 
This is never the scripture doctrine, but an 
r.clclition of his own. He says, if we declare 
that a man's ruin is his own fault, we make 
tlte IV ord of God contradict itself. His whole 
nrgument lies in this sentence, printed in 
itallcs; but to talk thus, begging Little One's 
pardon, is to beg the question. 

The fact is, the assertions of Scripture may 
eften appear to contradict themselves, to 
man's poor carnal reason. The reason is, we 
know but in part, and prophesy but in part. 
"Little One," by making everything all plain 
and smooth, and consistent to carnal reason, 
even when drawing its own unhallowed in
ferences, makes out that he knows altoge
ther. 

Little One really throws up much dust in 
our eyes when he talks of the Word of God 
being made to contradict itself, and so ho 
makes us, if possible, lose sight of the tme 
question, which is, wltethe,· o,· not Scrlpture 
lays the blame of man's ,·uin on himself. 

\\' e do not exactly value his opiaion of suoh 
a doctrine as he does himself, but we are 
quite suro God will not coutrndict Himself; 
I\ straight stick when put slautingly into 
Water appears crooked, because it passes into 
II denser medium; but the stick is still strnight, 
llnll I believe it would be quite possible to 
be11c1 a stick in suoh a manner that when put 

into water, it W<Jnl,l appear strni~ht; but ifit 
appeared straight, that would show it was 
bent or crooked. 

So when trnth passes into the denser me
dium of onr corrupted reason, it appears con
tradictory; but it is no less truth on that 
account. The proper question, then, is not 
whether Scripture contra,Iicts itself accord
ing to Little One's ideas, if it assert that 
man's ruin is to be laid at his own door, but 
whether Scripture Jays the blame of man's 
ruin on himself, or does not. That is the 
only question which can be considered. Take 
a few texts: " 0 Israel, thou hast destroyed 
thyself;" "He that believeth not shall be 
damned," whe,re the text plainly shows that 
the man is damned for his unbelief. What 
can be plainer than the following text, John 
iii. 18, " He that belie,eth not is condemned 
already, becaw,e he hath not believed in the 
name of the only-begotten son of God"? 
Need I qnote another text after that; the un
believer is condemned, because he hath not 
believed? Is then unbelief no crime or fault 
in a. man, when it condemns him at once 2 
" The wages of sin is death," but is death the 
wages too of no fault and no• crime as well? 

The scripture doctrine is, that sin is im
puted where a law is given and is violated; 
where a law is there is transgression. 

We are a fallen race, and fell in Adam, and 
so by nature we ha,e lost the desire and will 
to serve Sod; but we are not on that account 
relieved of our responsibility. 

It is man's fault if he do not receive the 
Gospel, and if he do not in fact believe with 
the heart; but it is out of his natural power 
to believe. These two propositions are both 
plainly stated in Scripture, and he who-Jenies 
either is unquestionably taking from the Bible, 
a most heinous sin in God's sight. 

Please send this note to Little One for his 
benefit, nnd I hope his next letter will show a 
rectification of his views on the important 
point of the criminality of itnbelief; nnd such 
a letter might be also useful to your readers, 
whose eyes may have been blinded. by Little 
One's erroneous statements. 

I am, dear Mr. Editor, 
Yours faithfully, 

" Lln's HA VE ALL TIIE TRUTH." 

JOSEPH WILKINS ON SIN. 

SIN A TYRANT, 
" Sin hnth reigned unto death."-Rom. v. 21. 

0 lIONSTER sin, thou hideous form r no 
art can paint thy horrid shape, nor set forth 
the nature of thy rule. Not savage kings, 
who thirst for blood, could e'er compete with 
thee; theit' acts of cruelty and death, were 
innocence compared with thine. Nor un
tamed beasts, with hnnger torn, full bent upon 
their prey, could e'er depict thy heinousness. 
Nor thought, nor tongue, sutlicient to con
ceive or give the history of thy crime. 

Thou didst divide the armies of heaven, 
of angels made devils, aml damned. them. 
Thou hast opened the bottomless pit, and 
filled it with wisery and woe. Thou hast 
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ehnngecl the comsr.s of nntme, arn\ curse,\ 
the nature thus changed. Thon hast nrnntled 
creation with n1onrning1 and kept it gron.ning 
till now. Yen, sin st.in·cd up a world to re
b,,llion, ,111d drowned a world of rebels. Sin 
destroyed Sodom when four had escaped, and 
turned to salt one of them who had fled. Sin 
nutdc Pharaoh a monster, and mocked him at 
last flS fl fool. Sin mRde David a slave, and 
clrnuged his son's wisdom to folly. Sin made 
Israel rebel, and scattered him at length to 
the winds. Sin made Judas a demon, and 
damned him at last with his gold. Sin scat
tered the apostles of God, and put their 
blessed Leader to death. 

Tl10u tyrant of tyrants. Thou hast filled 
the palace with pain, and drenched the cot
tage with tears. Thou hast saturated the 
earth with the blood of thy slain, and never 
hast said, "'t is enough!" Thou caterer of 
death, thou hast mocked the Creator, poisoned 
a race, cut a way to the tomb, and, but for thy 
CONQUEROR, hadst locked us for ever in hell. 

Brighton. 

REVIEWS AND NOTES. 

LOVE TO THE llRETHREN. 
\YE ha,e had no time, of late, to review 

new works; but we have promised to notice 
the first of a series of "SERMONS by the REV. 
JAMES WELLS" (published by James Paul). 
The title is "The Blessing of Abraham;" the 
text is Gen. xii. 3. " I will bless them that 
bless thee," &c., &c. We think good use has 
been made of the text, and its sense has not 
been omitted; still, to us it appears that the 
original drift has been considered quite in a 
secondary point of view. We take occasion 
here to state that we have noticed there is 
much preaching that may be described as 
preaching away from, instead of preaching 
into the words selected. We should all aim 
to avoid this habit, for habit it many times is. 
There are pleasant, precious, and profitable 
effusions of a thinking mind in this discourse. 
Here is one sample. 

"You ruay depend upon it, the Word of 
God does not in vain speak so very largely as 
it does of brotherly love. This is a doctrine 
embodied in our text, and it has been one of 
the most powerful and constraining parts of 
my experience, since I have known the Lord. 
When you see men so eager to rake up the 
supposed or real faults of the children of God, 
and yet applauding a parcel of carnal profes. 
sors, and a set of Pharisees who would rob us 
of the liberty of the Gospel, what spirit is it 
that does that? It is the spirit of the devil 
that does it. 'Love covers the multitude of 
faults; but enmity and envy stir up strife.' It 
1s well, then, for us to search what manner of 
spirit we are of. Give me the real children of 
Gou., whethe! they are wandering in sheep-skins 
and goat-skins, or whether, like Daniel and his 
c~mpamons, they stand high in the province 
of llabylon, and are in Nebuchadnezzar's pa
lace. It matters comparatively little to me 
what Jlimr extern>;l circumstances may be. 
The \\ ord of God, L say, does not in vain en-

large so much, upon brotherly love. As to 
love to the mimster, 1 have never enternd into 
this matter so much ns some have. I have 
heard very few ministers, nnd only two or 
three of them with savour nnd power, but I 
h[l\·e felt such a union of soul to them, thnt 
I would rnther drop down dead than turn n. 
lrnir of their hc[ld aside, if I thought it would 
afford them a single moment's pain. There
fore, I believe, that whenever we ha vc renl 
love to a minister, for his work's sake, or to 
any member of the Lord's family, that love 
will show itself in appropriate forms. Oh J 
what have I enjoyed in this respect for many 
years, notwithstanding a few trnubles and 
drawbacks I What minister has been moro 
favoured? So much so, that, I believe there 
is not a member of this church and don"re
gation who knows anything of the truth, 'tut 
has such a union of soul with me that he 
would not hurt a hair of'my head, but would 
rather do me a thousandfold good. ' I will 
bless them that bless thee.' Oh, what a sweet 
thing to be brought into this love to God, love 
to the truth, and love to the brethren I Can 
all the men of the world lower that man in 
my esteem, or dethrone that man from my 
affections, whom God has exalted? I heard a 
man preach, many years ago, before I entere(l 
the ministry, and the word came with such 
powe,·tomy soul, and he entered so thoroughly 
into my position, that I acquired a union of 
soul with him that I never lost; and when I 
came to preach his funeral sermon, because 
he had been overtaken in drink-of course, we 
all lamented that-one of my hearers said, ' I 
have found you a text for So-and-so's funeral 
sermon.' ' What is that?' I asked. 'All 
manner of sin and blasphemy shall be for
given.' 'No,' I said, 'I cannot take that.' 
' Why not?' 'Because,' I replied,' I shall want 
to save it for you.' He went off very quietly 
after that. It is very C[lsy to be severe on 
other people's faults; but, depend upon it, 
there is not much love where that is the case. 
How truly Dr. Watts says of the heart-

' Onr stubborn sins will fight and reign, 
If love be absent there I ' 

And I am convinced that if the vitality 
of God's truth does not keep up brotherly 
love, nothing else will. You may exhort people 
to brotherly love, you may scold them, and 
woo them, and try a thousand ways, but no
thing will do it except God's truth. When the 
Lord speaks the word, an(! brings us into the 
enjoyment of his mercy and into the liberty 
of the Gospel, then we love the Lord's Abra
hams, and Isaacs, and Jacobs. Say you, 'I 
do not know that I like them all three.' One 
says, ' I like Abraham, because he was a grnve 
sort of man· but I do not like that Isaac, be
cnuse he la~ghed so much.' Well hi~ na(ne 
was 'laughter,' and he could not help 1t. 1h,e 
Lord made him Jang h. Another say~, '. I don t 
like that Jacob, he is always complammg; h1 
says, All these things are against me.' llut . 
hope you will be led to like them all tbr~e-. It 
father Abraham was grave, I am sure 1t.1s ~ 
good thing when we are brought son~etune~ 
into a solemn and grave state of mind,.\ 
prepare us fo1• some sweet fellowship wit 1 
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Goel; nnd if the Lord turnsonr cnptivity, and 
fills our mouth with laughter and singing, 
a11d changes us into Isnocs, J do not see why 
we should dislike one another on thnt ac
count; and if we sometimes get into trouble, 
nml say with Jn.cob, 'All these things are 
against me,' I do not see why we shonld 
quarrel with each c,ther. Nay, all these things 
ought to 111,ite us. I like to see a variety of 
qualities. l)o not let us dislike one another 
on that account. The ministry has a variety 
in it, and that variety is endearing; the 
Christian has a variety in him, and that va
riety is endearing; the Bible bas a variety in 
it, and that vnriety is endearing; Christ has a 
variety in Him, and that variety_is endearing; 
heaven will have a variety in it, and that 
variety will be endearing. No real religion 
can sink down into a dull monotony, a dead 
sameness, a cold, miserable, gloomy level; it 
will always be undulating, and flowing on in 
all that vast variety of form that shall keep 
happiness and love in full tide; f1>r we shall be 
' perfect before Him in love.'" 

THE WIFE SILENCED AND SATISFIED. 

WE quite long to dip into "Josiah's" vo
lume, " The Life and Letters of Mr. William 
Tufnell;" but articles of experimental value 
tend to keep us back. One great fact of an 
interposing Providence we here quote. After 
his conversion, his exchequer suffered. But, 
"As a proof (says our author) how his mind 
was stayed upon the 'helper of Israel in the 
time of trouble,' I will here relate, nearly in 
his own words, an instance thereof:-

" A creditor came upon him for 1001., with 
a demand that he should pay it in a week. 
Enabled by faith to trust in the Lord, he 
cpmmitted himself into the hands of his God; 
and thus left it for Him to provide, prayer 
being the only part he took in the transac
tion ( Psa. cix. 4 ). In the course of the week 
his lady said to him,' Well, are you not going 
to <Ce about the money?' 'No,' replied he; 
'God will provide it.' Such was the convic
tion wrought in his soul. Again, on another 
?ccasion, after the dear man had been ponr
rng out his complaint unto God in his garden, 
and had received a promise from the Loni 
that the bill should be met, his wife again 
saicl to him,' We.11, have you the money?' 
'Oh, yes,' he replied, 'I have got the money' 
(secretly referring to the certainty that God 
would get it for him, and, therefore, it was to 
!aitb as a thing done); when she again mgecl 
It upon him, with reproaches, for depending 
Upon such a source for the supply. But ever 
faithful to his word, Goel was there, and that 
to_ do as He had said, nnd to perform the p_ro-
1U1se He had made, and that in the followrng 
1Danncr ._ 

"The morning before the bill became clue, 
as the 'man of God' was out rhling ( I think 
ho said in Colchester), a gentleman, corn pa· 
1·atively ~ stmnger, overtook him, when, arte,· 
0xchang1ng a fow wor,ls, the st1·11117er put 
into his hands some papers, saying, he did 

not want them, and they weTe only layinu in 
his drnwers for the mice to get at th;m.' 
Well, the man of God would have replied• 
but the stranger rode off. On a1Tival at horn~ 
he took the papers out of his pocket (not 
knowing what they were), and laying them 
down upon the table at which his lady was sit
ting, said, a' Mr. R-, ,cho did not v;nnt them. 
had put them into his lumd.,; ycm, asked me if 
God wcm,ld provide the money, I told, ycm 1/e 
would, and here it is.' She opened the packet 
and fou'ld there was 200!. in Bank of Eng
land notes, being 100!. wherewith to meet the 
bill, and 100/. to spare; and this circumstance 
ever after put a salutary check upon the up
braidings of his wife, so that she durst no 
more say,' Where is now thy God?'" 

YOUNG MAPEi AND THE OLD 
MATRON. 

WE have the first number of a work en
titled "L' Eco di Savonarola Foglio Men
sile;" it is an evangelicai organ, struggling, like 
ourselves, to aid a good cause, but in the 
midst of many discouraging circumstances. 
It contains interesting and useful matter, and 
we wish to call special attention to it. We 
therefore quote the following as illustrative 
of the character and contents, both of the 
periodical and the cause it aims to serve
which is, the spread of the Gospel in Italy. 
In a biography of one "Camillo Mapei," the 
following facts are related. Camillo Mapei, 
from .his earliest years, manifested a desire 
for ecclesiastical devotion, and there is cause 
to believe deep convictions led him to fly into 
the bosom of the Romish Church. His bio
grapher says:-

" Desirous of leading a holy life in the 
rigour of penitence, and thinking to pacify 
the offended justice of God, and purchase 
heaven by means of good works, he no sooner 
arrived in the metropolis of the pagan world, 
than he forthwith paid a visit to the Abbe 
Pallotti, to w horn he had letters of recom
mendation. This venerable priest, though 
immersed in the darkness of his Church, pos
sessed, according to the testimony of many, 
that lively faith in Jesus Christ, without 
which it is impossible that man can be saved. 
The Abbe Pallotti, having heard from him the 
object of his coming to Rome, threw his arms 
around his neck, and, weeping, thus addressed 
him: " What, ill-advised young man, what 
cnn have induced you to have abandoned the 
sweet quietude of your mountains, to enter 
this savage wilderness, where the sun is veiled, 
and where the right path has long been lost ? 
Do you not know that Rome is the Bttbylon 
of the pcoplos, the mother of fornications and 
adulteries? Fly, oh my son, fly from Ba\Jy
lon, return to your own friends, and ..... 
\Jut no. Perhaps Go_cl, for his providential 
ends, wills th,,t yon shonlcl remain for a time 
here in Rome. Hema.in, then, if such is the 
will of the L01 cl. Let Him he your Couusel
lor, your Guide, your Master, your Light, 
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vom f-rl\"ionr, the sole nnd single nim of nil 
,·om actions. Awrse ns 1 nm to the intrignes 
of the Vnticnn, little, wry little, can I do for 
yon. I shed! sny to yon, with Saint Peter, 
Silre,· mzd gold have I none, b11t such as I ltave 
give I unto thee." Then taking down a Latin 
bo0k from a shelf, and handing it to him, he 
continued:-' Tnke thh:, n1y son; it is the 
volnme of cliYine wisdom. In it, and no
where else, is to be fonnd the secret of trne 
hnppiness.' Finally, nfter having implored 
the celestial benediction on his new friend, 
he thus concluded:-' Now, go in peace. If 
vou will accept it., I will give )'OU my friend
ship. or rnther, I will be your spiritual father 
in Christ our common hope. When yonrheart 
hns llCC<l of tears, come to me, and we will 
weq, together before the Lord: together we 
will joY and rejoice before Him in the brief 
rnomc1its of comfort and peace. To Him we 
will dir~ct our prayers, to Him we will go in 
ignorance, doubt, need, tribulation, in all the 
circumstances of this poor life.' 

" Let !lot the reader be surprised to hear 
that a Roman Catholic, and still more a priest, 
should pronounce words of such a nature. 
Among Protestants, it is generally believed to 
be irnpos~ble to find Christians among the 
mem l,ers of the Romish Church. This is a 
very great mistake: some rays of light shine 
here and there. The following digression 
will serve to illustrate the truth which we 
lrnYc asserted:-

,. A poor old lady, bed-ridden for ten years, 
t!,e p:i.ternal grandmother of the writer of this 
article, used very often to say to him, 'Why 
do yon not read me some good book.' He 
would take a tale, and, seating himself beside 
her, would prepare, as he imagined, to sntisfy 
her. At that time, he had no taste for hea
venly things. He fulfilled, it is true, all the 
precepts of tile Church in which he was born; 
but his heart, far from God, beat only for the 
vanities of this poor world. She would in
terrupt him, saying, 'You know I do not care 
for your romances. When I could not bear 
them when I was young, how is it possible 
that I can like them now that I am ready to 
sink into the tomb? Read to me, pray, some
thina about the love of God to us his guilty 
creatures;' and she would point out to him 
her fa,•onrite book, the title of which was, 
'· Birth, life, death, and miracles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, extracted from the four Evan
gelists, translated into the Italian language by 
Monsignor Martini.' Sometimes he has seen 
her weeping bitterly; gradually she became 
more cheerful; and at length, unable to con
tain her joy, she broke out into a song of 
praise and thanksgiving. When asked the 
reason, she would give the following reply: 
'When I wept, it was because I was a wicked 
sinner. Notwithstanding all my efforts to do 
good, I have done nothing but evil; and, 
therefore, God, who is just, condemned me to 
hell, to~ether with all the transgressors of his 
law. If I rejoice now, it is because Jesus 
CJ.irist, the only begotten Son of God, came 
upon earth to save sinners throu<rh his own 
Jffccious _1,lood. He came to give liis life not 
!or the nghteous, but for sinners. I am not 
righteous, I am a sinner; and hope I am saved 

hy Him, by .Tesns Christ. He took upon 
Himself, on the cross, all my sins, nnd snf
fercd in my stead. Shoul<I I not therefore 
rejoice in so grent a benefit?' 

" The poor old Indy believe,] in confession, 
and scrupulously fulfilled nil the duties nu
posed upon her by the Church. She consi
dered such pmcticcs not as means of salva
tion, but as acts of pure obedie11ce. She 
ened from ignorance, nnd not voluntarily. 
She had never rend the Bible, because her 
Chlll'ch had taught her thnt it was the priest's 
book, a_nd that they alone had the right and 
obligation to read it and explain it to the peo
ple. The poor woman died the same as 
Protestants do. Had the grandson of this 
child of God at that time known the Lord 
and, with the Scriptures in his hand, under~ 
taken to demonstrate to her that confession 
mass, the invocation of saints, and mnny 
other things of the same nature, not only 
were not to be found in the Bible, but were 
expressly prohibited by the Word of God, she 
would have been undeceived, and would not 
have hesitated for an instant to reject all such 
erroneous practices, and separate herself from 
a false .and lying Church, whose only support 
consists in the ignorance of the people, ancl 
in persecution." 

One feature in this work, of amazing in
terest to us, is the report of " The Protestant 
Movement in Italy.'' These reports clearly 
show that in Italy, as in England, there arc 
at least four distinct kinds of professors of 
evangelization. Of the fourth party of the 
professing Church there, the Editor says:-

" The folll'th, and last element, is the Evan
gelical, or Christian party. It is composed of 
the wisest of all; yea, of the truly wise. 
This party, compared with the above-men
tioned, is certainly small, yet still, considered 
in itself, it is large, and the Lord is making it 
increase every day, more and more. These 
have united themselves to the Waldensian 
Church, or to other evangelical Churches, not 
for political ends, or worldly views, but solely 
from conscientious motives. Having in Jesus 
Christ received the pardon of their sins, and 
being born again by the work o_f t_he Holy 
Spirit, they feel the need of glonfymg God, 
of adorning Him in spirit and in truth, and 
of proclaiming everywhere his goodness and 
mercy. 

"In spite, then, of human passions, the 
Lord is working powerfully in our country. 
He extracts good from evil; and causes the 
glad tidings of salvation thr~ngh Jesus Christ, 
to penetrate the hearts of many. His w~rd 
is read with avidity. Even in those countries 
of Italy, which are still groaning under ~he 
yoke of slavery, the Bible is the book whwh 
all desire to read.'' 

llfr. J . .(l. Jones's interesting "B1jj;hton I~
cident," rn our next-" GO YE-fdT:ir letteis 
breaking forth from the Fountain of, Eve\ 
lasting Love-diffusing Spiritual m_1d Et~r~a 
Life-clothing its Ambassadors with Divine 
Authority-thereby bringing to glory a_ll tlio 
Written Ones of Heaven's Delight "-will. np
pear somewhere. 



THE TRUTH-SEEKER IN CANADA. 

COMMUNIOATION8 from the different 
Colonies, America, and the Isles of the 
Sens, testify of the scarcity of the Gospel 
in the power of God, and of' the thirsting 
of many living souls after those privileges 
which in England they once enjoyed. Take 
the following as one sample:-

To the Edito·r of the Earthen Vessel. 

DEill Sm,-Will you favour one who 
loves you in spirit with a few thoughts on 
the following passages of Scripture, viz. 
Heh. vi. 4, 5, 6 ; 2 Peter iii. 9; 1 Timothy 
ii. 4; Romans v. 18 (latter clause) ; as I 
often hear these passages brought forward 
to maintain certain doctrines, and ex
plained in a way that I think is not ac
cording to truth. You will think I ask too 
much of you at once: I admit it seems 
imposing; my only excuse for it is this
" I don't expect to have an oppo1·tunity to 
write to you again very soon." A few words 
will be very acceptable, just giving an idea 
in what light these texts are to be under
stood for them to harmonize with other 
parts of God's Word. I have read, the 
VESSEL with much interest for years past 
in England., and, through the providence 
of God, have been favoured to receive it 
the greater part of the time I have spent 
in America. 

It may be some comfort and encoui-age
ment to }ou to know that your laboun, are 
gladly received in Canada, and that yon 
have the affections and prayers of some 
even in this "far off" region, who love 
"the truth as it is in Jesus." I received 
some copies of last year's VESSEL very 
recently, from a clear Brother, who is a 
deacon of the church under l\'Ir. J. Fore
man's care (to which church I also be
longed when at home). Thus was the 
VESSEL introduced into this town. It can 
now be had through the agent in New 
York, and already four others besides my
self have become subscribers for it this 
year; and my earnest prnyer is, that the 
Lorcl may strengthen and help you to go 
on, and supply you from the stores of his 
boundless grace, that you mny have where
with to freight the VESSEL, and that it may 
be charterecl to sail forth on the sea of 
God's Providence, and thus find its way 

Vor.. XII.-No. 138. 

into every dnrk corner of this sin- benighted 
world. 

May great grace be with you, to sanctif"y 
all your trials, to support you in all your 
conflicts, enabling you to press on, with the 
blood-stained banner of Immanuel uplifted 
and unfurled, to the terror and dismay of 
all his foes, to the joy and rejoicing of all 
bis followers, and to the glory of a Triune 
God! 

Yours in the love of Jesus, 
WILLIAM PECK. 

Belleville, Canada West, North Amc,·ica. 
Ap,·it 24th, 185G. 

Remarks on the Above. 
We rejoice that the VESSEL is working 

its way into the Western world. What 
chronological or terrestrial distance can 
separate, in the spirit, the followers of Him 
after whom the whole family in heaven 
and in earth is named, and all embraced in 
that blessed eternity which will for ever be 
their home? Our correspondent, William 
Peck, does not forget old England. A. 
strong feeling to his native land is, perhaps, 
one part of his motive for wishing the 
EmTHEN 'i°ESSEL to carry to him and to 
his brethren a little Gospel communica
tion for the sake of a little Gospel fellow
ship with his brethren, locally but not 
spiritually fai· from each other. And we 
will not in this disappoint him, though it 
is not in our power to say anything very 
luminous, but as we have freely received we 
freely give. And with pleasure we tell our 
brother Peck that his former pastor, Mr. 
John Foreman, is well, and still going on, 
by the grace of God, with the holy war, 
mightily and successfully as ever, and no 
doubt will to the end, when it will be, 
"Well done, thou good and faithful servant, 
enter into the joy of thy Lord." 

We can give but a word or two upon 
each of the Scriptures to which our trans
atlantic correspondent refers. We begin 
with 2 Peter iii. D : " The Lord is 11ot slac!, 
concerning his promise, as some men count 
slackness,· but is longsujf'e·ring to us-ward, 
not willing that any should pe,·ish, but that 
all shottlll come tu 'repentance." 

The key to this Scripture is found in the 
word us, and the key to the word us is found 
in 1 Peter i. 2: "Elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God.the Father."' This 

I 
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9th Yerse of 2 Peter iii., will lie straight 
with 110 oth,,,. rule, for He bath mercy on 
whom He will have mercy, and whom He 
,,,;11 He hardeneth. The long-suffering of 
God waited for the clcct's sake while the Ark 
was prepiuing, and,fcw as they were, they 
were too many to be dest.royed: "No, not 
a hair of their bead shall finally perish." 
It was for his chosen "Lot" that He 
would not destroy the cities of the Plain 
until Lot "'as out of the way. It was for 
the chosen Israelites that He waited until 
they were safe upon the opposite shore 
before the waters could roll in upon the 
Egyptians. It was for the elect's sake whom 
He had chosen that, in the time of Jeru
salem's ruin, the days of affiiction were 
shortened, and kept within the needful 
bounds. It was for the sheep that Christ 
died, and for the elect's sakes that the 
Apostle Paul endured all things. It is God's 
elect who shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands. 

Here, then, is the us, on whose behalf 
the Lord is long-suffering, not willing that 
any of this 11s should perish, but that all 
this 11s should come to repentance. And 
so all who are given to Christ shall come 
to Him, and they shall never perish; and 
they are (verse 15) brought to account that 
the long-suffering of the Lord is salvation. 
And, concerning them in the past, it is writ
ten that the election bath obtained it; and, 
concerning them in tJ1e future, it is written, 
" Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world." 

We can get all God's elect, but not one 
more, into this 11s. He is long-suffering to 
m-ward, not willing that any of the us 
should perish. 

The will of God legally is the condem
nation of all who are ,wt found in Christ 
Jesus. His will covenantly is the salvation 
of all who are found in Christ Jesus ; and 
so all Israel shall be saved, seeing their 
Deliverer bath turned away, put away, their 
sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 

We must not forget that God's will is 
revealed in a twofold form, in a Law 
form, and in a Gospel form. In the one 
He will by no means clear the guilty, in 
the other there is no condemnation; the 
guilt of the one remains, therefore they 
are blinded; the guilt of the other is re
moved, therefore they become enlightened 
with the light of life, and are brought to 
know both the trnth of God and the 
God of truth, and this is life eternal ; so 
that God's long-sull'ering endured with 

the vessels of wrath is for the sake of the 
vessels of mercy. 

The will of God legally, 01· in the Law, 
can never be overthrown ; every jot and 
tittle of the Law, on the one hand, is as 
certain as, on the other hand, 'is every 
word of the Gospel ; so then God in cove. 
nant bath willed that not any whose names 
are in the book of life should come short 
of the city which He hatb prepared for 
them. 

The not willing any should perish, but 
all should come to repentance, is a Gospel 
will,· and if the us mean the whole 
human race, then not only will the heavens 
and the earth pass away, but Christ's words 
would pass away, for He bath said his 
sheep shall never perish; but millions of 
the human race will be lost. But if we 
say any for whom Christ laid ·"llown his 
life perish, then we make Him a liar, and 
the truth is not in us. 

But to 1 Tim. ii. 4 : "Who will have all 
men to be saved, and to come unto tbeknow
ledge of the truth." "All men "-that is, 
all classes of men.' It does not mean lite
rally every individual of Adam's race. Ifwe 
say," Yes, it does," then in what part of the 
Word of God shall we find a scripture to bear 
out this interpretation of universality ? 

The new covenant ( and the new covenant 
embodies every particle of Gospel found 
in the Bible)-this new covenant stands 
thus,-" For this is the covenant that I 
will maim with the house of Israel," &c., 
&c. "And they shall all know me, from the 
least to the greatest." Now, "they which 
be of faith are blest with faithful Abraham," 
and are the seed of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob, or Israel. So that the words 
house of Israel, mean the people, the 
spirit11al people ( whether Jew or Gel!tile) 
of Israel ; for the cll"ildren of the promise 
(whether Jew or Gentile) are counted for 
the seed. 

Are we then to tear this heavenly parch
ment of the new covenant to pieces, and 
become Will-forgers, and that in defiance 
of our Maker? are we wiser than He? are 
we stronger than He? are we holier than 
He? shall we contemn the most High? we 
dare not. We therefore conclude that the 
all men He will have to be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth, does not 
mean every individual of Adam's race, but 
that it means all classes, and conditions, 
and nations of men. 

To set aside the new covenant, . and 
bring in en interpretation which the Word 
of God does not bear ottt, is to • teach 
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rebellion ngninRt the Son of God. And 
we know tbnt his enemies shnll periRh, but 
upon Himself shall his crown flourish. 

Rom. v. 18 : " The free gift cnme upon 
nil men unto justification of life." If this 
means ull•men liternlly, how is it so many 
nre condemned nnd lost? For if this free 
gift unto justification came upon them, there 
would then be an end to condemnation ; 
for if they be under justification, then they 
cannot be under condemnation. And, 
especill.lly, such a justification as is esta
blished by Jehovah our righteousness; 
nnd it is declared to be a free gift. Now, 
if it be a free gift, it could not be waiting 
for any condition or worthiness on their 
part; and if it came upon them, then they 
possess it; and if it be unto life, then 
they cannot be hurt of the second death. 

The Jtpostle in the whole drift of his 
reasoning here, in the 5th of the Romans, 
makes the mediation of the Saviour 
triumphantly and eternally prevail over 
the fall of man ; but if some be lost for 
whom He so prevailed, why then, in fact, 
He bath not prevailed ; and so the whole 
of the Apostle's reasoning is wrong. 

Now let us just remember that Christ 
took upon Him not the seed of Adam, but 
He took upon Him the seed of Abraham, 
and thus became their head and repre
sentative. So what Adam became by the 
fall, the whole human race became by his 
being their heud and representative; and 
what the Saviour achieved by his mediation 
that those who were given to Him became; 
so that upon all these came the free gift 
unto justification of life. The one all the 
seed of Adam, the other all the seed of 
Abraham. This we believe to be the mind 
of the Holy Ghost in this Scripture. 

There is another turn, though unneces
sary, thnt we mny give to the words, and 
render them thus: that all men who are 
justified are justified freely by his grace, as 
a free gift; no man can be justified in 
any other way. But the words, as we have 
said, need not this turn ; they are to him 
that understandeth clear as they are. The 
words are as an nxe laid at the root of o.11 
human pretensions to justification by the 
works of the Law; they are words suited 
to the poor, the wretched, and the mise
rable. May we ever be kept from pervert
ing the words of the Holy One. 

Neither time nor space will allow us to 
say more at present, but we hope next 
month to give some remarks on th_e other 
Scripture named by our correspondent, 
nllmely, Heb. vi. 

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIS'r, 
AND 

MAN"S FREE-WILL. 

MR. EnITon,-Having often been spoken 
of as unkind, bitter, and narrowminded, 
because I cannot receive the doctrine of 
universal offers and exhortations ; and 
finding it written that we should be always 
ready to give a reason for the hope that is 
in us, with fear and trembling, I feel de
sirous, through the medium of the VESSEL, 

to give the following nine reasons why I 
cannot receive the doctrine of universal 
salvation :-

1. Because the principle is opposed to 
eternal election. 

1 Peter i. 4 shows that there are a 
people elected according to the foreknow
ledge of God; and Paul, in Rom. xi. 7, 
says, "the election hath obtained it, and 
the 1·est were blinded." There is a rem
nant at this present time, according to tbe 
election of grace, Rom. xi. 5, "that the 
purpose of God according to election 
might stand, not of works, but of him that 
calleth" ( Rom. ix. 11). 

General invitations are at least opposed 
to this doctrine. Inviting indiscriminately 
all mimkind to accept of salvation, and go 
to heaven, implies that all depends on the 
will and power of the creature to receive, 
and so sets aside the purpose of God in 
election ; therefore, I reject the doctrine 
of free-will. 

2. Because it is opposed to personal 
justification. 

The Scripture showeth that, in the Lord, 
all the seed of Israel are justified, and 
shall glory ( Isaiah xiv. 25) ; and that tlrn 
elect are justified by his blood, and ai·e 
saved from wruth through Him (Rom. v. 
0), and that they are sanctified and jnstifie,1 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
spirit of our God ( 1 Cor. v. 11). 

But general invitations, at least, sup
pose that neither the life, the death, nor 
the resmTection of Christ, made anything 
perfect. They lay the whole stress of 
salvation on the obedience of a sinful 
creature, by assuring men that it is iu 
their power to save themselves if they will. 
Therefore, as these exhortations and in
vitations represent the work of Christ im
perfect, without the assistance of tb e 
creature's will and WOl'k to complete it, I 
reject them as offensive to God, and as 
pernicious to man. 
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3. Because it misre1wesents and under
Yalues the work of the Spirit of God. 

The Scriptures teach, that all Go,1's 
children shall ue taught of Him; that the 
Spirit qnickeneth to eternal lifo; that He 
createth them anew in Christ Jesus unto 
goc,d works, wherennto they were before 
ordained, that they should walk in theni 
(Eph. ii. 10); that there are some that 
cannot receive the spirit of truth (John 
xiv. 17); that a man can receive nothing 
except it be given him from heaven (John 
iii. 2i). And Jesns says, that "when He 
the Spi1it of Truth is come, He will gnide 
J'on into all truth; for He shall receive of 
mine, and shall shew it nnto yon" (John 
XYi. l 3, 14 ). Bnt general imitations and 
exhortations teach that the Spirit striveth 
equally alike with all men, and that He 
strives to qnicken, and to bring all men to 
Ch1ist; that. He tries with all his might 
to reveal and show Jesus as their Saviour, 
but cannot accomplish his end, because 
tbe creature is not willing. 1J this was the 
case, we might reverse the Scripture, and 
say, the Spirit can profit nothing, the 
fleshly will of man .<aves him, and will 
make all things that God bath done pro
fitable by his receiving them. 

I, therefore, cannot receive general ex
hortations and invitations, because they 
contradict the life-giving power of the 
Spirit of God in regeneration, and ren
der the whole of God's eternal purpose 
and work useless without human agency. 

4. Because it is contrary to the general 
tenor of Scripture. 

The Scripture teacheth that man, by 
nature, is dead in sin; that he knows not, 
sees not, understands not, neither can he 
receive the things of God ( 1 Cor. ii. 14) ; 
that salvation is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
showeth mercy (Rom. ix. 113); and that 
none can come to Christ, but such as the 
Father draw unto Him (John vi. 44). 

But general invitations and exhortations 
teach that, by nature, man is not quite 
fallen, but he is in a salvable state, and 
cupaule of receiving or rejecting the power 
of God, and so can save himself if he will; 
that he doth know the things of God, can 
see them, and may receive them, if he 
will, thus declaring that he is not de
stroyed by sin, not dead in sin, but can 
h<>lp himself if he will. Men who thus 
teach contradict the Word of God. There
fore, I reject them, because they deny the 
authority of the Bible. 

5. Because it denies the power of God, 

Scripture shows that Gocl's power is 
unlimited, and only regulated by his will. 
Job says, " I know that thou canst do 
eYerything" ( Job xiii. 1 ). Dnvic\ says, 
" He speaks, nnd it is clone; he commauds1 
and it stands fast" (Psalm xxxiii. 9), und 
"Nothing is too hard for the Lord; none 
c11,n deliver out of his hands; he will work, 
and who shall let it" (tsaiah xliii. 13). 
But general invitations and exhortations 
(as employed in the doctrine of free-will) 
teach God is dependent on the creature; 
He commands, bnt is not able effectually 
to save, without the will anci obedience of 
man; and that men can, and some do, 
e:ffectnally resist his will. I am compelled 
to reject these pretensions, because · they 
represent man as stronger than God. 

6. Because it despises the perfect wis
dom of God. 

Scripture teacheth that God is too wise 
to err; that by his wisdom he founded 
the earth; that counsel and sound wisdom 
are his; that He is understanding (Prov. 
viii. 14) ; and that the world, by wisdom, 
know not God, and that the foolishness of 
God is wiser than men, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men ( l Cor. i. 21, 
25); that such is the profound wisdom 
of God, that non~ by ·searching can find 
Him out to perfection (Job xi. 7). 

But universal invitations and exhorta
tions teach that God, in ignorance, at
tempted the salvation of all men by saying 
that He chose them all, redeemed them 
all, calls them all, strives to quicken them 
all, justifies them all, and sanctifies them 
all, equally alike by Chri~t,. yet does not 
know how many of them He shall have, 
until they get home to gl'ory, because all 
depends OD their obedience and perse
verance. 

This doctrine is at variance with infinite 
wisdom. I must reject such sentiments, 
because they teach that sanctification, re
demption, justification, and the imputed 
righteousness of Christ, are altogether in
effectual to save a soul without human 
agency, and that those who are lost, are as 
much the blood-bought as those that go to 
heaven, for all have o. like opportunity of 
being saved. 

7. Because it is opposed to the everlast
ing love of God. 

The Scriptures teach that God loved 
his people with an everlasting love ( J er. 
xxxi. a); that if we love God, it is because 
He first loved ns (1 John iv. 19); that 
having loved his own who were in the 
world, He loved them unto the end (John 
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xiii. J); that God is love; and he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him ( l John iv. JG); and Christ telletli 
his righteous Father that He had loved 
them 118 He hud loved Him, and tl,at He 
lovPd Him before the foundation of thP 
world (Jolm xvii. 23, 24) ; that God was 

. rich in mercy, for his great love· wherewith 
He loved us, even when we were dead in 
sins (Eph. ii. 4, 5 ). 

Univer8al free-will invitations and ex
hortations teach that God does not love 
man until man loves Him; that it is pos
sible for any man, by diligent perseverance 
and good works, to get into the favour of 
God; and if he continues these good 
doings, and increases in them, he will get 
further into favour. But unless he thus 
continues himself in the love of God, God 
will cast him off, and he will be lost for 
ever. Therefore I cannot em brace this 
doctrine, because it makes God's Jove and 
favour to depend on the love and obe
dience of a ,inful creature, at the expense 
of the love and obedience of Christ, and 
thus puts the cause for the effect, and the 
effect for the cause; the creature in the 
place of the Creator, and the Creator in 
the place of the creature. 

8. Because it is, at variance with the 
Gospel. 

The Gospel is a proclamation of good 
tidings from a far country. It teaches 
that salvation is a free-grace gift; and the 
Gospel of Christ proclaims liberty to the 
captive, and the opening of the prison to 
them that are bound ; proclaims the ac
ceptable year of the Lord, and administers 
comfort to them that mourn in Zion; 
gives beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garments of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness (Isaiah lxi. 3). It tes
tifieth that Christ was the end of the Law 
for righteousness (Rom. x. 4) ; that He 
destroyed de11.th, and him that hath the 
power of death (Heb. ii. 14); that God 
delivered .them from the powers of dark
ness, and translated them into the king
dom of his dear Son (Col. i. 13). 

But universal exhortations ancl invita
tions deny all these positive expressions; 
reject tl10 God-glorifying and soul-cheer
ing "I wills and they shalls" of God's Word, 
though they are all yen and amen in 
Christ Jesus to the glory of Goel. I there
fore cannot receive that cloc1ri11e which 
leads me from the living fountain of God's 
positive wills and shalls, to trust in the 
broken cistern of the professed free-will of 
lll11n, 

9. Because it attempts to destroy the 
oneness of Christ and bis Church. 

The Scripture showeth thnt Christ and 
his Church are one-He in them, and tl,ey 
in Him; that He giveth unto them ete,r
nal life, and they shall never perish (.Jolm 
xvii. 2, 10, ~8); tliat all his saint~ are in 
his hand, and they sit down at !,is feet, 
every one receiving of his word ( Deut. 
xxxiii. 3). 

But the doctrine of free-will, and uni
versal exhortations, teach that Christ has 
done something negatively und conditionally 
for everybody, and that, by their adding 
their obedience to it, they may become !,is 
Church; that they may sit down at his 
feet, if they will; that they may receive of 
his Word, if they will- Now, the m01·e I 
examine this doctrine, the more dreadful 
it appears; and I am fully persuaded that if 
this scheme of free-will could be proved 
ll'ue, that moment it would be proved true 
that there is not now, nor ever will be, one 
soul of Adam's race found in heaven. I 
therefore reject it. JOHN CORBITT. 

C/ielm.,jord, Essex. 

MAZZAROTH; 
OR, THE 

TWELVE SIGNS IN THE BIBLICAL 
HEAVENS. 

( Coutinued from page-168.) 

I COULD freely linger over Reuben and his 
tribe a little longer, but I dare not. Never
theless, I will say it filled m" with a little 
comfort when I read tha.t sentence, "of 
the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve 
thousand." Poor Reuben ! I feel a love to 
him; it is, I think, the love of r~lation
ship, tlrn love of sympathy, the love of 
gladness, because, with all his faults and 
failings, there was found in him some good 
thing toward the Lord God of Israel; and 
it is thus I feel toward all who really in 
heart love the Lord and his great salva
tion. This love, that·comes from life, and 
leads on to endless liberty in heaven, is to 
me a precious gift indeed. But I often 
fear I ha\'e none of it, and as often fear 
that multitudes who talk largely of them
selves, of their fallen nature, and of tl,eir 
trials for the truth's sake, are as destitute 
of this purn, secret, heaven-born love, as 
ever Balaam was. Love to self, love to 
eertain theories, love to them that love 
and honour us,-of this kind of love I 
believe there is an abundance; but that 
vital flame, which lights up the eyes, fills 
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with holy compnssion the he,u·t, purifies 
the conscience, clea,•es to the Lord, listens 
to HIS Word, strives hard to walk in all HIS 

ways, delights in giving glory to ms name, 
and trusts alone i11 Hrn, hangs alone 011 

HnI, labours hard for nearness and like
ness to Hnr,-such love is either very rare 
to find, 01· it so hides it~elf, that one 
hardly ever meets it even in the streets of 
Zion, or in the public courts of the Lord's 
honse. 

Reuben was never very far from Jordan 
-his inheritance was there; and, when 
the waters Ol'erflowed the banks, he and 
his c.hildren would often cry out, " Save 
me, 0 God, for the waters are come in 
unto my soul." But to Reuben I must 
say farewell. 

In coming to the next branch of Jncob's 
typical family, it strikes my mind with 
much astonishment that Jacob joins 
Simeon and Levi together, but Moses 
passes Simeon by with silent contempt. 
Jacob was very haughty and very per
emptory when he speaks to and of Reuben; 
but, when he comes to Simeon, his anger 
boils almost into a rage, and, out of this 
vehement indignation, he pours forth such 
feelings of abhorrence and indignation as 
can hardly be equalled. Look at, listen to 
his prophetic denunciations, and then 
ask, " Why all this wrath 1 what can it 
mean?" 

Take Genesis xlix. 5, 6, 7. "Simeon 
and Levi are brethren ; instruments of 
cruelty are in their habitations. 0 my 
soul, come not thou into their secret; unto 
their assembly, mine honour, be not thou 
united: for in their anger they slew a man, 
and in their self-will they rugged down a 
wall. Cursed be their anger, for it was 
fierce ; and their wrath, for it was cruel : I 
will <livide them in Jacob, and scatter them 
in Israel." What a text to preach from! 
There are volumes of the deepest mys
teries, and prophecies of the darkest deeds, 
herein spoken of. I am bold and free to 
confess that this brief portion of God's 
own Word is, to me, like a bright lamp 
throwing its trembling mys across the 
desert of time, and foretelling much that 
we have had to learn of men, and have yet 
to suffer from them, who are the descend
ants of this ( in some sense) unhappy pair. 
",Simeon and Levi are brethren!" What 
does that mean? Judas came of the tribe 
of Simeon. "Of Simeon, Judas Iscariot 
is said to come;" so writes Master Trapp. 
J acob's prophetic eye ( enlightened, anoint
ed, and filled with inspiration by the Holy 

Ghost) rnn through the dark ages, and 
fixing itself on the fulness of times,-th~ 
days of our Lord's inca.mation,- be there 
saw the descendant of Simeon, in the 
person of Judas Iscariot. He saw his 
perfidy, his traitorous conspiracy, his 
betrayal of Christ, bis awful career, his 
dreadful end,-tumbling, like a stone, until 
he came to bis own place ; hence, " in· 
their anger they slew a man ; and in their 
self-will they digged down a wall." Lite. 
rally, this referred to the massacre re
corded in Genesis xxxiv. 25 ; but the worcls 
of Jacob are to be borne in mind, when 
on commencing bis farewell address to bi~ 
sons, be said, " Gather yourselves together, 
that I may tell you that which shall befall 
you in the last days;" so that the words of 
Jajlob to Simeon and Levi were prophetic. 
Levi, or the Levites, were types of the 
ministers of the Gospel ; Simeon, or the 
Simeonites, were typical of the worst pOl'ts 
of our fallen humanity. These two met 
together in the one person, Judas Iscariot. 
And in how many thousands of instances 
have these two been united in the persons 
of those who have been famous for theh· 
gifts as Gospel preachers ! And this idea 
is not to be confined to such as may ulti
mately have been considered bad men; but 
even among those who are manifestly good 
men, how often is it seen ( and, where it is 
not seen, it is most deeply felt), that where 
grace and gifts conspire, under God, to set 
a man up on the walls of Zion, as a faithful 
and fruitful watchman, even there the most 
unholy passions work and wage war against 
the soul, and sometimes do dreadful damage 
to the cause and character of that precious 
Gospel we profess to love and exhibit! 
Oh, what cruel jealousies-what covetous
ness-what bitterrevilings-wbattyrannies, 
and what slaughterings, have we reason 
to fear, is to be found with those who in 
holy orders stand, and in l1oly w01·ks 
abound ! The thought is too painful, the 
effects are tqo dreadful, to dwell on here. I 
will betake myself away from this dark 
scene ; but to remove entirely from the 
poisonous influences of these . deadly 
powers is impossible while in this world we 
stay. "We that ore in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened;" and groon we 
must, until redemption not only takes the 
soul out of the fall, but the body out of 
corruption. Then, "when this corruptib!e 
shall have put on incorruption, and t~1s 
mortal sholl have put on immortahtr, 
shall be brought to pass the saying that 19 

written, 0 death, where is thy sting_? 0 
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grave, where is thy victory ? The sting of 
death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 
Jaw; but thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

"Simeon and Levi are brethren." Just 
the same as a cruel deacon and a poor 
half-starved Levite are sometimes pro
fessedly brethren. I have known men who 
will, Judas-like, stand up at the church
meeting and kiss the poor Levite, by calling 
him " Our dear pastor," while, at the same 
time, there is nothing but cruelty in their 
hearts towards him. Among many of the 
churches in these days, there is much of 
this unhappy work going on. One branch 
of the nonconforming church bas begun 
to make a stir, in order to protect their 
pastors from deaconic persecutions, but 
nothing can be done where the minister's 
power is destroyed. If there be a gather
ing and a guiding power in the ministry
if the Lord crown the preaching of the 
Gospel with good success-if it be instru
mental in begetting souls, in winning and 
espousing them unto Christ-if it feed and 
make fat the souls of them that have be
lieved-if the ministry stand in the fulness 
and freedom of the Gospel of Christ, and 
have a con-science void of offence toward 
God and toward man, then, publicly or 
officially, no Simeonitish office-bearer can 
hurt it; but if in any of these points there 
is a failure, that failure will open a way for 
the instruments of cruelty to wage war, 
and destruction, in some sense, is sure to 
follow. 

Blessed be God! while these things are 
undeniable, ancl too painfully true, yet it is 
a mercy to know that in multitudes of 
cases the deacons and officers of om· 
churches are gracious, devoted, compas
sionate, and truly useful men : like Aaron 
and Hur, they hold up their minister's 
hands, fill their office well, and purchase to 
themselves a good degree of esteem and 
honour in the midst of the saints among 
whom they stand. Even Simeon's es
cutcheon in the Old Testament is not 
wholly black; there are some bright spots 
in it. Andrew Fuller says, "J acob's sons 
were children of Belia!, who knew not the 
Lord." I hardly think this statement is 
beyond the reach of contradiction. There 
are some good things said even of this 
much-degraded Simeon. He was one that 
was to stand upon Mount Gerizim to bless 
the people. See Genesis xx vii. 12. Be
side this, please to read the first part of 
Joshua xix. You will see there that 

Simeon's inheritance was "within the in
heritance of the children of ,Judah." How 
distinct! how emphatic! how certainly 
does the Spirit of the Lord speak ! After 
enumerating the different portions of their 
inheritance, He says: "This is the inherit
ance of the tribe of the children of Simeon, 
out of the portion of the children of Judah 
was the inheritance of the children of 
Simeon : for the part of the children of 
,Judah was too much for them, therefore 
the children of Simeon hacl their inherit
ance within the inheritance of them." 
Here is grace indeed! This is Old Testa-
ment Gospel, sirs ; and it is as good as 
Paul's preaching unto the Corinthians, 
when be saith to them," Know ye not that 
the unrighteous shall not inherit the lring
dom of God? And such were some of you : 
but ye are washed, ye are sanctified, ye are 
justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God." So saith 
Peter: "Ye u:ere as sheep going astray, 
but are now returned unto the Shepherd 
and Bishop of your souls." 

The Lord taketh no pleasure in sin ; 
but He knoweth that sin is the product of 
Satan : He knoweth that Sutan goeth 
about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he 
may devour; and often when a poor sinner 
is in the very jaws of Satan, and when 
Satan is just packing that poor sin-mined 
soul off to the bottomless pit, Omnipotent 
Mercy, Sovereign Grace, and Redeeming 
Power, come to the rescue; they pluck that 
brand from the burning, take him out of 
Satan's kingdom, plant him in Christ's 
kingdom, ancl then he can feelingly sing, 

"A debtor to mercy alone, 
Of covenant mercy I sing." 

Simeon's inheritance was "u:ithin the 
inhe1-itance of the children of Judah." 
Judah was a grand type of the Mediator. 
J udah's chilureu were "the election of 
grace " among the ancient Israelites-the 
Jews. But in Christ there was "more 
grace" than could possibly be emptied out 
simply among the Jews. "Other sheep I 
have which are not of this fold; them also 
I must bring, that there may be one fold 
under one Shepherd." Who are these other 
sheep,f They are the poor Simeonites, the 
poor Manassehs, the poor Magdalenes: 
they are the poor Gentiles-the wretched 
heathen-such as seem to be born out of 
clue time-" Of whom I am chief," they 
say; such as have been driven to the ends 
of the earth. They are the monuments of 
mercy, in whose salvation the extreme 
power of Chl'ist's ability to save is proved, 
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for it is said, " He is able to save unto 
the ntlerrnost all that come unto Go,l by 
Him." And these men solemnly attest 
the trnth of the Apostle's words, " It is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all accepla
tion, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners, of whom we-poor Simeon
ites-are chief.'' This is grace indeed. 

Jacob denounces Simeon altogether, and 
Moses will not take up his name at all; 
but" Judah said unto Simeon his brother, 
Come up with me into my lot, that we may 
fight against the Canaanites ; and I like
wise will go with thee into thy lot. So 
Simeon went with him" (Judges i. 3). How 
often is this the case! Good men-like 
Jacob and l\Ioses-will not condescend to 
look upon us : no, our names must not be 
mentioned in their presence ; we are, in
deed, a stink in their nostrils. By these 
" good men" we do not mean the Arch
bishop of Canterbury, nor the Bishop of 
Sodor and Man. We do not mean the 
Doctors of Divinity at the heads of the 
colleges and denominational sections of the 
professing Church. ,ve do not mean any 
of those aristocratic dissenting ministers, 
who call us "hypers," and warn their 
people against ever associating with ns, 
whose names in these pages we do not 
presume to write, but we do mean some of 
those really good men, who preach THE 
GosPEL of the grace· of God, in doctrine, 
experience, and practice, and who have 
been blessedly preserved from the defiling 
attacks of the great enemy; whose path 
has been clear, whose prosperity has been 
great, whose standing in Zion is in faith
fulness and in truth. Many of these will 
not condescend to men of low estnte, like 
ns poor outcasts. They cast us off, as 
Jacob did ; they leave us as cyphers, as 
Moses did ; and in all this they are right, 
no doubt. But there may be faith even in 
the belly of hell, as in Jonah's case; there 
may be faith at the ends of the eartl,, as in 
David's case; there may be faith at the 
eleventh Lour, as in tlie dying thief's case. 
Ah, so clearly was tl,is proved in the ex
perience of the ancient Church, that she 
cried, " Look down from heaven, and be
hold from the habitation of thy holiness 
and of thy glory: where is thy zeal and 
tby strength, the sounding of thy bowels 
and of tby mercies toward me ?-are they 
ustrain<d I" There is a pause: from that 
solemn frame of spirit a poor soul miglit 
sink in~o despair, if the grace of faith came 
not in to tLe lielp of the fotble ~ainst the 
mighty. But faith springs up: she makes 

a desperate effort: she lays in he1· claim of 
relationship. "Doubtless, thou art our 
father, though Abrahnm be ignorant of us, 
and Israel acknowledge us not :-Thou, O 
Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer, thy 
name is from everlasting," Yes! glory to 
God on high. Judah says unto Simeon 
Id$ bl'Othe,~his brother-(see Judges i. 3) 
"Come up with me into my lot:" for "I 
.l.M THE LORD THAT HEALEIH THEE" 
(Exodus xv. 26). · 

Now I must say no more this time. Art 
thou a poor dejected, despised minister of 
Christ? Does no great man notice thee? 
never calls to see thee ? nor asks thy com
pany with him? Does Jesus say," Come 
up with me?" Then let thy sorrows for 
man ce(!Se ; let thy soul admire and adore 
thy best-beloved Friend. He is a brother 
born for adversity, and if it pleases Him to 
keep thy company for Himself, let it be 
so ; do not murmur, but be resigned. My 
naughty heart has often led me to wish I 
had the sympathies of some who are great 
in Israel. But sin and Satan, adyerse 
trials, and a complication of crosses and 
losses, have given many of them to feel 
toward me as Jacob did toward Simeop, 
And yet, I think, some thonsonds of times, 
Ch,~st has said to me, '' Come up into my 
lot." Then, like Pan!, I have thanked Him, 
for that He put me into the ministry. Al
most in despair as regard~ earthly things, 
I still sometimes do sing-

" Let cares like a wild deluge come, 
And storms of sorrow tall; 

May I but safely reach my home, 
My God, my heaven, my allt 

and desire, in honour, in usefulness, and 
in every particle of truth, still to be found 
a willing and a waiting servant in Zion. 

July 14, 1856, CHAS, W. BANKS, 

SOCIETY FOR THI<: EVANGELIZATION 
OF FOREIGNERS IN LONDON. 

THE nurober of foreigners dwelling in this 
vast metropolis amounts to nearly one hun
dred thousand. This Society proposes, with 
the Lord's help, to facilitate their a1Tiving at 
the knowledge of the Gospel of Christ, which 
is the " power of God unto salvation to every 
one which believes" (Rom. i. 16). Without 
speaking of what it will do when Chri~titms 
are induced to aid it more liberally, we will 
merely state in few words what it has already 
done, and wbat it is riow doing. It has opened 
at No. 7, Newman-street, Oxford-street, an 
Evangelical chapel. where, every t;abbath, ~t 
three o'clock p.m., the Gospel is preacl)e~ m 
Frencb, llnd at half-past six in the even•~g, 
in Italian. At the same place there is P: socuil 
meeting in French, on Thursdny eve111nir, at 
seven o'clock, for the reading and study of 
the Word of God, 
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EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS. 
LETTEk XXVI, 

l\fy 0000 TnEoPmLua,-1 thought I had, 
in my 18th Jetter to you, said eno1wh to show 
wherein ronsistcd nnd wherein did not con
sist the sin of unbelief; but as you are sur
rour,ded with duty-faith men, a few words 
more bearing upon this matter may do you 
no harm. 

That unbellef is sin there can be no ques
tion; but that the non-possession of saving 
faith in the Saviour is sin, I utterly, and en
tirely, ancl distinctly deny. 

The doctrine that men are eternally con
demned for not having saving faith in the 
Saviour is one of the most monstrous and 
God-dishonouring sentiments a rational( to say 
nothing of a spiritual) man can hold. Just 
look at it. Here are poor fallen creatures nol 
em braced in the love of God; but, like Esau, 
are hated; not chosen to life, but left, and 
for whom the Saviour did not die, for He died 
for the sheep only; not regenerated by the 
Holy Ghost, for it is God's own children only 
whQ can be savingly taught of God. Now these, 
according to the duty-faith doctrine, are to be 
damned lo all eternity for not being what the 
Most High himself never willed them to be; 
for "He bath mercy on whom He will have 
mercy, and whom He will He hardenetl,." 

The doctrine of duty-faith is like this, that 
your body is to be damned to all eternity for 
not raising itself from the dead, or at least 
doing something towards it. Here you can 
at once see the monstrosity of this duty-faith 
doctrine; for it is as much the work of the 
Son of God to raise the soul as it is his work 
to raise the body; both must be brought about 
by the quickening voice of the Son of God. 
No religion short of this can save the soul 
from hell. 

To tell carnal men that it is their duty 
savingly to believe in Christ is like jesting 
with the awful state in which every one by 
nature is. 

The doctrine of its being the duty of all 
men savingly to believe in Christ is from 
beneath: it is a basket of poisonous tares 
which the enemy has put into tl10 hands of 
even some good men: it is· a doctrine which 
Jauonrs by all the lying workings of Satan to 
t11ke the place of, and pass over, and set aside 
the real, vital work of regeneration. Thou
sands upon thousands are deluded by being 
thus put off with mere natural instead of su
pern,1tural faith. 

Men are condemned in their fall in Adam. 
It ·wns by one man's offence that judgment 
came upon all men to condernnalion. Here it 
is that nil have sinned, and here it is that all 
died and here it is that nil are lost; for they 
are 'dead, and held in the grasp of an al
mighty h1w; and jnst so far ns origin0>l sin is 
their fault, jnst so far it is their own fault 
that thq aro lost. But is it not a crud 
mockery upon the misery of man to toll hilll 
that it is his own personal, avoidable fault if 
he be lost? whereas the sin uy which men are 
lost wasfinished thousands of years ago, while 

all the evil-doings of men are nothing but 
streams from the fountain of original gin. 

And, my gooc½ Theophilus, if you should 
hnve any doubt upon this solemn matter,jnst 
take the case of infants. Are not infant,; in 
an rntirely lost condition? must not an infant 
enter heaven upon precisely the same princi
ples as the adult? must not the infant be, by 
the Spirit of God, regenerated? must it not 
be accepted by the Atonement? in a word, 
must it not be saved by grace, and grace 
alone? 

Are not, then, our fall in Adam, together 
with personal violations of right-are not 
these sufficient ground for the condemnation 
c,f the soul, without bringing in, and adding 
to all this, the monstrous doctrine of being 
condemned for not being regenerated by Him 
who alone can quicken the dead? Surely 
these duty-faith lovers of death and hell may 
be content with the righteous curse of God·s 
eternal law, without turning the mercy of 
God into a law of wrath. Such men are full 
of self; and when such get among the peo
ple of God, they become a _pest and a curse 
to our churches. Woe to the poor minister, 
if he be a man of God, who has one of these 
enemies in disguise as a. deacon or an influ~ 
ential man in the church; their pretended 
humility, and concern for what they call 
practical godliness, is nothing but loathsome 
and detestable hypocrisy. Beware, my good 
Theophilus, of these simpering, so/I-tongued 
professors! they carry pious acidity enough 
with them to sour a whole church, and poi
son their minds against the vitality and har
mony of the new-covenant ministry of the 
Holy Ghost. They will wish you to receive 
their contemptible, self-contradictory Gospel; 
and in order to awe vou, they will exalt their 
deadly perversion of the Word of God into 
the character of sacred mystery, saying, 
" \\' ell, there it is, and we are not bound to 
reconcile it." No: there is nothing to recon
cile until they themselves create a selt~contra
diction, and then palm their delusion upon 
the Word of the all-wise God. For myself I 
disdain either to be their vassal or to court 
any fellowship with them. Those among 
them who are alive from the dead will by-ancl
by come over unto us; but we are never to 
go over unto them. 

But I must just point you to another duty
faith error, absurdity, and delusiou; and it is 
this, tluit as they contend that a man is 
damned for not believing, then, by parity 
of reasoning, man is saved for believing; but 
what saith the Scriptures? They speak thus, 
that as many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed, and whom He did foreknow, He 
callecl,jnstified, and glorified. Now, in these 
Scriptures, what is there that precedes faith? 
and what in these Scriptmes follows upon 
believing? In the one there is divine decree 
before faith, and in the other there ure both 
decree and ejf,ctual calling. And then, what 
follows upou believing? ln the one, eterual 
lile; iu the other, just1llcation and glorificu.
tion. Whllt then isfi,ith here but an evidence 
of things not seen-a work, a. Uistinguli,hiug 
characteristic of life in the soul; and he that 
is not thus ordained to ~ternal lilE! will be 

I 2 
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damned. But how is the one distinguished man; and this non-possession or saving 
from the other? They are distinguished faith is no sin; for where there is no law 
thus: he thnt believeth sl,iill be saved; but there is no transgression, and he who 
he that bclieveth not shall be damned. Yea, dies in his naturnl first Adam state, nevei· 
he is condemned, or damned (for the word in had any new-covenant relationship to God. 
the original is the same), already. But how Such never was a sheep, but only a goat· 
do we T.,-now such are condemned, that is, still therefore there iR no law m the new covenant 
in a state of damnation? How do we k'IIOw eithei· to give them faith or to demand saving 
this? We know it because he does not believe faith of them, foi· this would be demanding 
on the Son of God. But how is it known of fal,sehood of them; for it would be,demandiog 
another that he is brought out of condemna- of them to believe in that which was nevei· 
tion? It is because he believes on the Son of provided for them. But ill truth the new 
God. And again, how do we know that most covenant does 'IIOt demand saving faith at all 
men are in a state ofcondemnation? We know any farther than it gives saving faith. By 
it because they love error rather than truth, or, saving faith I mean the faith that accom
which is the same thing, darkness rather than panics eternal salvation. Now the new cove
ligbt. nant bestows this, as well as every other 

But still, while faith is the gift of God as spiritual blessing, upon all the trne Israel of 
the effect of his good will, yet faith does in God. So stand the questions-who maketh 
its place and turn become a cause. No harm thee to differ f and, what hast thou that thou 
came to Daniel, because he believed in bis didst not receive ? 
God. The Lord gives faith, and then honours There are, no doubt, some among duty
the grace that He gives. He will not forsake faith men that are well-meaning men, and 
the work of bis own hands. they see and feel that in man being lost 

So, while unbelief is an effect of sin, it also there is fault somewhere; and they very 
becomes a cause of siu; and sin becomes a rightly feel that they must not find fault 
cause of condemnation. with God, or lay blame upon Him; and so, to 

Now, then, if we ask, who is to be saved? help themselves out of one difficulty, they 
the answer is, be that believeth : and if we bring a much greater difficulty in its place
ask, who is to be finally condemned, the by holding that if a man be lost, it is his 
answer is, be that believeth not. And thus own avoidable fault; and whereas· the whole 
faith and unbelief both become characteristic secret of it lies in the fall of man, that is the 
ca,tses of the two opposite dealings of the key which unlocks the awful secret of the 
Lord finally with the two opposite characters: origin and ultimatum of condemnation. But 
the one, because be is not a believer, is ba- Satan trembles at this secret being opened up, 
nisbed from the presence of the Lord, and because it bas a tendency to open men's eyes 
from the glory of bis power; the other, be- to their real condition as sinners before God; 
cause he is a believer, is received up into and when once thoroughly convinced of sin, 
glory; and the Law of God, on the ground of there is no rest until salvation be found. 
sin, banishes with awful certainty the one, as Now wherein lies the sin of unbelief, for 
mncb as the Gospel, on the ground of grace which men are condemned, I have shown in 
given, receives with eternal certainty the my 18th Letter to you. I cannot speak more 
other. clearly than I have there done; nor must ;y-ou 

N"ow the sin of unbelief lies in a disbelief forget that it is given unto you not to beheve 
of the Word of God, and all men are by nature only, but also to suffer for the truth's sake; 
under this unbelief; but the light of the Word, to lwldfast the form of sound word•; t? con
and natural conscience, bring many into a tend earnestly for the faith once dellvered 
natural and moral belief of the Word, and unto the saints; to endure liar~ss a~ a good 
are in many things which are morally good soldier of Jesus Christ, and to abide faithfully 
led by the Word, and live and die as c?n- by the inher~tance of _your father_ Abr~bam, 
scientions men · and so their condemnation nor move an mch for sm, men, devils, tribula
will not be so ~eat as the condemnation ?f tion, life or death, o~ an:ything else : may you 
scoffers at the Word. The exception to this ~e e!'abled to cry m1gbt1ly to God,. and go 011 
will be in those who, while they ~rofess to be m his name and strength_, conquenng and to 
believers in the Word, are _Pract1cal1 sworn, i:onquer: Let no man, rich or poor, great o: 
and bitter enemies and despisers of vital god- htt!e, pious or profane, popular or obscure, 
liness and of the people of God, a°:d that hot or cold, friend or foe,-let no man take 
under a hypocritical concern for holm_ess- from you your crow°: of Gospel !reedom. So 
these shall receive the greater damnatwn. prays yours to serve ma Saviour s easy yoke, 

N"ow, my good Theopbilus,remember that a A LITTLE ONE, 
man may believe every iota of God's Word, 
and yet not apint.ually possess or spiritually 
understand one particle thereof ; for the na
tural man is a natural man still, and his faith 
is but natural-it is not the faith of God's 
elect-it is not the faith of regeneration, and 
without such faith no one can be saved. Thus, 
though the natural man believes as far as a 
natural man can believe, yet, not being a re
generated man (and which is no fault of 
bis), he is not spiritually a believer, and 
must therefore be dealt with as a natural 

P.S.-You must not omit, my good Theo
philus, to read carefully a letter, bv Mr. Drake, 
of Sittingbourne, in Kent, in the July number 
of the VESSEL' it is a powerful, mastedy, 
well-written letter, and is a good help to us 
Ly the way. 
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THE LATE MR. NATHAN HORSLF.Y, 
(OF CHATTEIUS.) 

UIB 0ONVERSION-HIB MINISTRY-HIS JI.\PPY 
DEA'fH, 

11 lilMSEl,F' IIATH DONE IT." 

( Contlnuedfrom our last.) 
BEWVED READER,-How blessed-bow solac
ing, under afflicting and bereaving trials, to 
trace out this one fact, 

"My Father's band deals out the cup, 
And what He wills is best." 

A promise was given in last month's "VEs
sEr," to give a few things relative to the 
Lord's gracious dealings with the late be
loved pastor of Zion Chapel, Chatteris. There 
is a desire to know something of the begin
ning, as well as the end, of those who are 
brought out as ministers of the Lord Jesus; 
though the writer regrets that no written 
records of the Lord's dealing with our deceased 
brother are at hand. This is a fault too often to 
be deplored. How welcome to the survivors 
ie it to find the godly exercises of those be
loved, recorded as he only who feels and 
passes through them can best do. 

Our brother, "Nathan Horsley," was a 
native of Soham, in the county of Cambridge, 
and in early life was directed to Loudon, 
where he found the good hand of God in 
providence and grace to afford him matter, in 
after years, for holy gratitude and praise. 

How many dear youths leave the country 
homes of their parents, and are suffered to 
plunge into almost every evil with which tb,e 
fallen nature of man is so in Jove, and temp
tations in which the "mighty metropolis" so 
abounds I But the feet of our brother were 
preserved from treading those iniquitous 
paths, and were providentially led to " .Mount 
Zion Chapel," where, under the ministry of 
the beloved JOHN FOREMAN, his soul was 
rescued from the hand of the destroyer, 
helped to rejoice in salvation, and to find " 
home with the saints of God in that honoured 
sanctuary, where so many have, and do still 
find the ministry of Mr. Foreman spiritually 
profitable. It was here our dear brother was 
baptize,t and nnited with the Church; and 
here also, in the{ear 1838, the writer first be
came acquainte with him, and found in him 
that spiritual mindedness, united with an un
affected and easy manner, which won upon 
the mind and gathered strength even until 
death. Very soon after his miud •became 
deeply concerned about the ministry; but as 
these soul exercises concerning a work so 
solemn and important can only be told by 
those who experience them, we shall not at
tempt to give them here. His first exercises 
in this work were known and approved by 
many of the little churches in and near Lon
don, where the "Gospel of the grace of God" 
was proclaimed by him. 

In the year 1842, our brother received an 
invitation to supply the pulpit at BrRGH, in 
Lincolushire; and here his ministry was, in
deed, acceptable to the people, and blessed of 
God. And in the November of that yeai: he 

entered upon his first pastorate, and was much 
blest to this little cause of truth, bis min I 
became more expanded, and his heart increa~ 
ingly in love to the great doctrines of the 
cross. Up to the time of his settlement with the 
friends at Burgh, his opportunities for reading 
and study had been very limited; bnt now 
he felt the great work of preaching the Gos
pel to absorb the powers of bis soul, and in a 
little time his labours became increasingly 
valuable. The churches round sought to 
avail themselves of his occasional services. 
While at Burgh our brother was called to give 
up his beloved wife ( as the 6th volume of 
the "EARTHEN VESSEL," written by himself, 
will prove), which was in January, 1850, and 
at the close of that year he was led ( after 
much earnest prayer and watchfulness, with 
all affection and friendship) to resign his pas
torate over the church at Burgh, being with 
them a little more than eight years. The 
feelings which prompted our brother to take 
this step were best known to himself and the 
Lord; it was thought by some to be a wrong 
step, but the after review of it to him was 
one of solemn pleasure. We may well be 
grieved at those many and painful cau.ses 
which give occasion for some ministers to be 
constantly removing from one people to an
other, nor do we think the whole of the fault, 
in but few cases, can be attributed to the 
people; but are there not often honourable 
and justifiable motives moving some of the 
Lord's ministers to think and act in these 
matters, without any just occasion being sup
plied to doubt their integrity? There are 
some, and we revere and honour them, who 
have spent the strength of youth, and have 
'employed the riper powers of middle age, and 
are now fast approaching the " three-score 
years and ten" in the service of God, chiefly 
in one locality, and they are almost regarded 
by the younger branches of families as a kind 
of" heirlooms" to their inheritance. But we 
would not say that other good men may not 
have been, perhaps, as much blest of God for 
usefulness in the conversion of sinners and 
building up of individual saints, though they 
have been called to suffer inconvenience by 
change of locality; sometimes it may have 
been on the " sunny side," aud prosperity bas 
indeed cheered them, and their boughs have 
extended until the sphere allowed seemed too 
contracted; a change is granted them; the 
'' north winds" cut the1n sm·erely for a time, 
but the Gospel" mattock" is vigorously, and, 
by God's blessing, successfully employed, the 
seed of the Word is sown with a liberal hand 
and a prayerful heart, and s01ne fruit to God 
appears. Aud again they are c,illed to meet 
with new trials in another part in doing the 
work of the Lord; but these good men, as 
long as they are kept FAITHFUL and HONEST, 
'FEARLESS and HEARTY in the great doctrines 
of the everlasting Gospel, are more deserving 
the, sympathies and prayers of those long
st,rndmg and stationary ones, than they are of 
suspicion and censure. To return to the case 
of om brother Horsley. He received an iu
vit,ition to supply the vacant pulpit at " Zioo. 
Chapel, Chatteris," where his ministry was 
soon found to be acceptable; the power and 
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blessing of God was fonnd to accompany it, 
so that in Jannary, 1851, he commenced his 
stn tcd ministry. 

It was thought by many that our brother's 
simple, though spiritual, testimony would not 
be welcomed after the ministrv the friends at 
Chatteris had been accustomed to hear from 
their former pastor. Beyond the expectation 
of many, that large and beautiful chapel 
(with gallery at one end) was soon made 
l~rger by two commodious side galleries to 
give room to the many who came to hear. 
We have often heard him with deep humility 
confess it was not his talent, bnt the evident 
blessing of God upon his own Word, in sim
plicity and heartfelt truthfulness delivered, 
that gaw him so much welcome and some 
good success in the ministrv. 

In .July, 1854, the Lord· gave our brother 
Horsley another and a valuable blessing in 
the person of his now son-owing widow, by 
':hose truly spiritual and affectionate dispo
s1t10n his home comforts were increased; aud 
by her acceptable and willing services amongst 
the friends, at their female prayer-meetings, 
:tnd in the Sabbath school, her influence soon 
began to tell arnong,t the friends in a pleas
ing form. I write not this to flatter the 
living, bnt, as the friends at Chatteris can 
bear testimony, that even the ministry of 
their late beloved pastor seemed to be ren
dered more welcome, and their hearts to re
ceive a fresh and a united stimulus, by an 
association with one so much beloved. But 
thls state of things was soon to be marred; 
for at the close of last year, the apparently 
strong and healthy frame of onr brother 
showed symptoms of disease, which soon as
sumed a stubborn form; and though the skill 
of the medical adviser, resident in Chatteris 
(with all the kindness his unremitting atten
t10n could afford), was given, the disease 
gathered strength, and evident signs of some
thing serious appeared to others, if not felt by 
himself. His beloved employ of preaching the 
Gospel in the beginning of this year was de
nied him more than a few times, and the last 
time he appeared in his beloved "Zion" to 
speak to the people, was by request to say a 
little relative to the departure of a very aged 
and beloved saint of God, by whom his minis
try was much prized. In April he was an
xious to try the "hydropathic treatment," 
and by the suggestion of friends he went to 
the institntioIJ at Leicester, and for a few days 
after he had receiYed the treatment there, he 
seemed to gather strength, and was pleased at 
the idea of soon returning to his labours at 
Chatteris. Bnt as soon were his hopes disap
pointed, for though the skill and the attention 
of the establishment might 1.,enefit others, it 
evidently did not effect any permanent good 
for hlm; his disease was beyond the power of 
human skill to remove; though when we 
visited him, after his abode there about a 
month, he expressed his belief that he was 
better, and seemed fondly to cling to life, 
though for many years he had been graciously 
lifted above the fear of death. This clinging 
to ltfe 1s nat_ural, and it was strengthened by 
the stroug tie of a happy lwme and the ardent 
love of his soul to the ministry of the Gospel, 

wherein the blessing of God had been en
courngingly afforded him in his laboms nt 
Chatteris. These, in submission to the will 
of God, were powerful reasons why he might 
well wish to live a little longer. The follow
ing Jetter, which was the last lie wrote, will 
prove the state of his mind. 

"Abbey House, May 1st, 1856. 
" MY DEAR FRIEND AsHnY,-1 nm most 

happy to say I am better to-day than I was 
yesterday, and feel I shall now get well 
again, by the blessing of God. I would also 
tell you how the Lord has blessed mv soul 
to-day-such joy and peace in believing I 
think I never enjoyed before in my life. It 
was from this portion : 'Hope deferred 
maketh the heart sick; but when the desire 
cometh, it is a tree of life.' I was ready to 
say, ' Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let 
us exalt his name together I' 'for I shall not 
die, bnt live and declare the wo,·k of the Lo,·d.' 
I wish I could write more; but my sight is 
bad yet, and my hand trembles very much. 
I fear you will not be able to read this. Love 
to all friends, Mrs. A. especially. The Lord 
bless yon I Yours, NATHAN." 

On the 4th, Mrs. Horsley received a letter 
from the medical gentleman resident in the 
establishment, not to her at all favourable, con
cerning her beloved husband; and though the 
claims of an infant of seven months old made a 
strong appeal upon her maternal affections, yet 
the very doubtful state of her beloved h us
band made an appeal yet stronger: so, after 
commending her child first to the Lord, and 
then to the care of friends, who were ever ready 
to sympathise and help, sh~ went the same 
day to Leicester, and remained there until 
the 19th. Having to wait the convenience of 
the train for Chatteris, the writer met them 
at Peterborough, aud provided a room where 
every comfort was at hand. We conld bnt 
rejoice together, seeing the Lord had so 
strengthened our brother for the journey, 
which he accomplished with so little fatigue; 
He seemed to joy in the Lord, and in the 
hope that he should soon again be able to 
preach that Gospel whlch had been so pre
cious to him in his afflictions. But his hopes 
were again brought low; for the signs of a 
speedy removal were visible in him on the 
second day after his arrival at home. His 
disease prevented him from talking much, 
yet many and sweet were the testimonies he 
bore to the power and worth of the religion 
of Jesus in his own son!; and whenever he 
spoke of his end, it ,yas in the spirit of holy 
assurance of safety m Jesus. On Saturday, 
24th, he said to brother Fish," It is the opi
nion of the medical man that I ·shall not re
cover; bnt who can tell ? While ther~ i_s 
life there is hope; and I do not know that it is 

wrong to hope. Bnt I leave it with the Lord. 
My miml is at peace. Christ is preciow. I 
have had such enjormont in my affliction ns 
I never had before.' On Sunday morning our 
brother Fish calle<I to see !tim again, when 
he said "I think this will be my last day on 
earth ;'1 and with much energy he adde?, 
"Oh, what will it be to sp~nd .~ Sab~at~, ill 
heaven! I have been trymg, ho said, io 
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think about heaven; but am lost to conceive 
of what it is, and the blessedness to be there 
-but that can only bo known by us when 
we arrive there. But my mind is in peace.'' 
Brother Fish was going to preach tc the friends 
at " Zion" that clay, and our friend Horsley 
said to him, "Give my love to the friends 
at 'Zion,' and tell them I am as near death as 
it is possible for a living man to be, and that 
I do not think I shall live through the day; 
and tell them it is a great pleasure and com
fort to my mind that I die in the affections of 
my people, in r.eace with them, and with 
God," adding, ' they have been kind, ex• 
ceedingly kind to me in my affliction-the 
Lord bless them!" Our brother Fish says, in 
a note to the writer, "After the first hymn 
was sung, I delivered this message to the 
people assembled in Zion Chapel, as from the 
bedside of their dying and much-loved minis
ter, when some hundreds of eyes flowed with 
tears. The effect I shall not soon forget; and 
the trying position I was in to preach to them 
you may well conceive." "On Monday," writes 
brother Fish, "I visited him again, when he 
said his enjoyments were not so great as they 
had been; but 'God's Jove is the same,' he 
added, 'there is no change in that; and I do 
think He will grant me more blessed disco• 
veries of Himself yet, but, be that as it may, 
all is right. I do not know that it is neces• 
sary, though I could desire it.' 

" On Tuesday morning, 25th, I saw him 
again (the day he died). After a little while 
be said, ' Brother Fish, you would like to 
know the state of my mind before you leave 
me.' He said, 'I am happy. Christ is pre
cious. I can leave all, and feel perfectly re
signed. Come death tl,is minute, an how·, a 
week, or a 1Mnth hence, I am ready to depart.' 
And with great feeling he said, 'And is this 
heaven, and am I there?' Beloved reader, 
we know not how it may be with you; but 
we feel before God ready to wish we had also 
finished our little work too, 'having a desire 
to depart, and be with Jesus.' Ah, well, it 
will soon come, when the fingers that write, 
and the tongue that now feebly speaks for 
Jesus, will have no more employ on earth. 
Seek, then, beloved, to 'work while it is 
day; for the night cometh when no man can 
work.'" 

Our brother took leave of his dear babe; 
and after kissing her again and again, he 
most heartily commended her to the Lord in 
words the dying Christian parent can only use, 
and then he said, " Take· her away; for my 
heart is still deceitful." On one occasion, he 
said to his dear wife, "Rend me something 
about heaven." She read from Revelation 
xxii., u And tbero shall be no night there,'' 
&o., which seemed very precious to him, as 
also the 746th hymn in Denham's. His rest
lessness was great at times during the day, 
and he wanted cold-water cloths constantly 
appliecl to his head, which was done by bis 
dear wife and !\fr. A. About half-past threo 
o'clock p.m. he took some tea, and seemed to 
enjoy it; and about an hour afterwards strong 
convulsions came on, utterance failed him, 
consciousness left him, and at five o'clock 
he ceased to breathe. He bnd many times 

during the day inquired for the writer, who 
had been sent for, but did not reach Chat
teris until about an hour after the spirit of 
one so 'inucb and so long beloved had fled to 
its blest and everlastillg home. 

Wltittlesea. D. Asm,y, 
P.S. A few more things will (D. V.) be given 

next month relative to our deceased brother. 

A. BRIEF ME~IORLI..L OF 

THE LATE Il'1R. GEO. GOODCHILD. 

GEORGE GooDCHILD died at Beezley 
End, near Braintree, on the 21st of l\Iay, 
1856, in the 6;Jrd year of his age. He 
lived and preached some years in the 
neighbourhood of Guildford; but the lat
ter part of his life was spent in Essex, 
where he was useful as an itinerant 
preacher. The following letter is written 
by his daughter. 

[A separate memoir of the life and latter 
end of this choice and excellent saint is 
preparing for the press, by our good bro
ther J. Hunt, of Halstead; of which we 
hope to give further notice some day. The 
late Mr. Goodchild's <laughter says:-] 

" It has been a source of deep reg1:et to 
my mind, since the decease of ,my clearly, 
beloved father, that some one of us did 
not, from time to time, commit to paper 
some of the beautiful and touching expres
sions that often fell from his lips; as it is, 
a very imperfect sketch is all that can be 
given of him. I once said to him, 'I 
should like to write down many things you 
say, father;' but he said, ' They are not 
worth it, child.' As long as strength per
mitted, and an opportunity offered, how 
earnestly and affectionately would he talk, 
if he thought it possible, by so doing, to 
benefit a fellow- creature, as many can tes
tify, constantly aiming to exalt a precious 
Saviour by dwelling upon the theme of 
sovereign, free, unmerited love and mercy 
to poor guilty, sinful man. He loved, and 
strongly advocated, the doctrine of Ji-ee 
grace and electing love, utterly abhorring 
that which teaches the creatme to mix np 
some of his own doings as a plea for 
acceptance with God ; he used to say, if 
the salvation of his soul depended upon 
one goo,! action, or even a holy desire on 
his part (unassisted by the Holy Spirit), 
be should assuredly perish, and whatever 
others might think of their good works, 
yet ' he had not so learned Christ.' 

" From an early age he was the subject 
of serious impressions, but a dream he had 
when a youth seemed to be the more direct 
means made use of in b1-inging Lim from 
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d!Ll'kness to light, at wl1ich time he attended 
the ministry of the late Mr. Mark, of 
'\'.'ethe1-,;field, to whom he was dev.9tedly 
att1i,ched, finding in him a spiritual father 
and frienil. The means of grace were now 
so precious to bim, that after attending 
them, he has frequently retired to rest 
without food, because his mind should not 
be disturbed by any worldly conversation. 

" After removing from place to place, he 
went into SmTey, and finally came into 
Essex again ; but wherever he was, or in 
wh atl'ver station he was placed, be always 
endeEwoured to be useful to the souls of 
his follow-creatures, and his labours, in 
many instances, were not in vain. Many 
remarkable interpositions of Providence in 
the time of danger, I have heard him re
late, and in which, in looking back upon, 
he could trace the good hand of the Lord 
upon him. 

"Yery truly might it have been said of 
my dear father that he ' daily walked with 
God.' It was not till the mournful afflic
tion which terminated bis earthly career, 
that he was led to experience in so great a 
measure the hidings of God's face ; but so 
it was, that after forty years of great enjoy
ment in the Divine life, and favoured to 
walk very much in the light of God's coun
tenance, he was once so bereft of all hope 
as to exclaim, he was a lost son!; and on 
being reminded of his usefulness to others, 
'Ah,' he said, 'that may be, just as you see 
a scaffold raised up and made use of in tlie 
formation of a building; but not being part 
thereof, it is takeu down and cast aside.' 
He frequently said, through mercy be could 
very clearly see the plan of salvation, and 
Jebovah's way of saving poor sinners, but 
he wanted brighter evidences that be was 
in the way, for it was not what others 
thought of him, neither past experience, 
that would do to rest upon in the views of 
death and an eternal world ; nothing short 
of a fresh manifestation of God's love to 
his soul would satisfy him, and in his 
earnest en treaties at a tbrone of grace he 
would say, 'Do, dear Lord, grant one smile 
more, one more token of thy Jove and fa
vour.' He was greatly supported one morn
ing from this verse being impressed upon 
his mind, 'Yes, I to the end shall endure,' 
&c.; and although during the greater part 
of his illness there was an absence of that 
lively sense of his interest in Christ which 
he had formerly enjoyed to such a high 
degree, still he was not without many rays 
of comfort. He once repeated the follow
ing verse:-

'Shortly this prison of my cln.y 
Must be dissolved nnd fall; 

Then, 0 my son!, with jo;r obey 
Thine heavenly Fathers call.' 

And then said,' I think if I could hear bis 
lovely voice call me, I should say, Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth; but if it 
might be consistent with his sovereign 
will to grant me a little strength, I should 
like to praise Him here; if not, that He 
would take me home to Himself, 

"Where, in a nobler, sweeter song, 
I '11 sing his lofty praise.'' 

If I do get there, no poor sinner ever 
had cause to sing louder than I shall 
have.' He could very plainly see that 
though the furnace bad been rather se
vere, still it was necessary it sbonld have 
been so, not only to take away some of the 
dross of sin, but it would also tend to make 
home much sweeter. He hoped that no
thing would be said about him after be 
was gone but that he was a poor sinner, 
saved by grace, and now gone home to 
glory. Very anxiously opening his precious 
Bible, as he loved to call it, one day, rather 
more than a weelt before bis death, after 
pleading with God that He would be pleased 
to reveal Himself, if, indeed, He was bis 
child, his eye was directed to the first verse 
of the 25th chapter of Isaiah, and it was 
made so precious to him, that he felt he 
could say without a doubt, ' 0 Lord, Thou 
art my God;' and he continued in a happy 
frame till the last, longing to be gone, that 
be might see his dear Saviour face to face. 
It was often suggested to him by the great 
adversary of souls, that be woul,:l leave 
the world in darkness ; but thanks be to 
God, he proved Satan, in this respect also, 
to be false; for be said to a dear friend a 
week before bis death, that Satan bad left 
him now. Poor dear, he spoke of severnl 
things concerning bis funeral, as calmly 
and composedly as if he were going away 
but for a short time, but, to our unspeak
able grief, be has gone never to return. 
May we be made meet to be partalrnrs of 
that inheritance of which he is now the 
happy possessor, the thought of which 
ought to reconcile us more to our loss, 
knowing that now 
'He has done with sin, and care, 11nd woe, 

And with his Saviour rests.' 
As a valuable Christian friend, as well as 
a kind affectionate husband and father, his 
loss is deeply felt by his now sorrowing 
partner and children; may it be onr. hap
piness to meet again, a whole family 1n 
heaven. " l-I.o.NN'AH GOODCHILD, 

"OoggeshaU, June 27, 1806." 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST, 

AND 
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE SECOND SERIES OF LETTERS ADDRESSED 
TO TIIE "rHIRD BON OF AN ANXIOUS ISRAElr 
ITE, NOW RESIDING AT BRIDGE, IN KENT, 

MY FAITHFUL AND MUCH-TRIED BROTHER,
! am now alone in what they call "theDummy;" 
that is, the empty carriage next to the en
gine, into which they never put any passen
gers, unless compelled, because it is most 
dangerous. But l am pushed into it because 
there is no other place where even so small a 
piece of fallen humanity can be lodged. I 
am on the Great Northern, its tunnels are 
many, and its clatter anything ~ut pleasant; 
nevertheless, I must try and write you a few 
lines. Last week, I was laid down prostrate 
in nerves, so that I did not expect to preach 
on Sunday, and our brother Williamson, of 
Notting Hill, kindly came and took the m~rn
ing service for me; and a most happy time 
it was. He preached Christ in an excellent 
manner; so that even my rocky heart was 
melted down in contrition and softness. That 
morning, in my bed, I had read the last 
chapter of Isaiah's prophecy, and I had found 
it very good; it abode with me; so that at 
night I preached from the 19th and 20th 
verses; the opening of which to my mind 
was so great and solemn, that I have much 
desired to give the substance of it in a tract; 
and will do so, if mind, means, and men will 
servo me, and if God permit me. Myself 
and my sons have toiled hard to complete the 
"VESSEL" for July; I closed up my labours 
with it late last evening; and now I am tra
velling to Bedford, to Cransfield, to Carlton, 
and to Two Waters, being e:ngaged to ~rea~h 
seven times in four days, 1f the promise Ill 

me be fulfilled. 
Last Tuesday evening I was led to preach 

from a singular text, one that seemed to be 
put into my mouth as expressive of my com
mission and position. The words are ( Acts 
xii. 17), Peter said to the praying church," Go, 
show these things unto James, and to the 
brethren. And Peter departed, and went into 
another place." I noticed the persecution
James killed, and Peter cast into prison-the 
church praying-the angel descending-~he 
prisoner delivered-but I could say nothmg 
about Peter going into ~':other plac~; bu_t, so 
long have I been in a c1rcumstant1nl prison, 
and so much have I laboured to get out of it, 
th11t I fear to hope I shall ever be delivered 
while in London I attempt to stay; every 
thing around appears to have a voice, saying, 
"iJepart." Well, this morning I left the dark, 
dense city with a heavy heart; I left my sons 
in the deepest perplexity; and how to turn or 
what to do I cc,uld not tell. ~ soon as I 
sat down i~ this carriage, I opened a letter 
from Saxmundham; und in it found the fol-

lowing scrap of paper sent to me by friend 
Barnes, with permission to do with it as I 
thought best; so I give it here as written by 
the author himself. 

" Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very 
low."- Psalm cxlii. 6. 

" How various and many are the persecu
tions, trials, temptations, and afflictions of the 
children of God! But what an unspeakable 
mercy and source of consolation to the per
secuted, desponding. tempted, tried, and af
flicted follower of Christ, to have a friend to 
whom he may repair in time of trouble, and 
in whose presence he may safely unbosom all 
his cares, spread his wants, make known his 
temptations, relate his grievances;and present 
his petitions, with perfect security, and free
dom from any apprehension that the trust 
thus reposed will be betrayed, or that his 
cares, wants, temptations, gri~vances, or p~
titions will be unheeded or reJected, for this 
friend has graciously promised that whoso
ever cometh to Him, He will in no wise cast 
out; yea, moreover, Be has invited his tried 
and tempted children to call upon Him in the 
day of trouble, and He will hear them, and 
they shall glorify Him; and to inspire them 
with confidence and fortify them with cou
rage against persecution and danger! they are 
assured that no weapon formed agamst them 
shall prosper, and that every tongue that rises 
up in judgment against them, He will con
demn; that He will make crooked things 
straight, and the rough places plain before 
them. These things will He do for them and 
not forsake them; for however mysterious the 
way in which they may be called to walk, He 
will lead them in the right path. They may be 
persecuted by the world, groan under their 
own corruptions and depravity-they may be 
in heaviness through manifold temptations
clouds and darkness may obscure their path, 
and they may be brought very low, but in 
due time He will henr their cry, and will help 
them-the olouds will be dispersed, darkness 
chased, and light spring up in obscurity. 

" 19th June, 1856. R. B.1.mrns." 

How suitable these words were to me, you 
may a little guess! I took out my Bible, found 
the 142nd Psalm, and read it. How singular 
the description given, (and how emphatic the 
title ) at the head of this Psalm ! " David 
s/,o,/,eth that in his trouble nll ltis comfort was 
in praye,· unto God. A Psalm of David giving 
instruction: a prayer when he was in the 
cave." 

Poor David was in the cave, and there he 
prayed. Well, Robert, I know not how soon 
1 may be in a cave; but let us together medi
tate upon this remarkable Psalm. I am near 
the end of one journey, and if the Psalm 
speaks to me, and opens up usefully, you 
shall hear of it if I live; in the meantime, let 
me first give you a scrap of previous jour
neys; and finish this another time. As I 
write these short epistles while travelliDg, 
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and hn,·e no time to re-"Tite., or revise them. 
yon must forgive all blemishes found in your 
afflicted Brother, C. W. B. 

Monday Morning, June 15, 1856. 
MY KIND AND FAITHFUL I3ROTHim,-Soon 

after fonr o'clock this morning, I was called 
to arise, and prepRre for a long journey, an<l 
for another hard week's work. I am now on 
nw wity to the city of Norwich, where I 
stand eng,iged to preach for three days, if the 
good]iand of God "ill preserve and supply me. 
'tify position in the world was never more 
difficult, never more painful, my labours in 
the ministry never more abundant. Yesterday 
was a good day with us at Unicorn Yard. I 
spent some time yesterday morning in private 
reading, and in "·eak prayer, receiving but 
little, if anv, real comfort therefrom. I went 
ur, to the 'Lord's hcuse without scarcely an 
idea. truly l walked in darkness, and bur
dentd in my mind so hea,·ily, that I sighed 
and sorrowed with many fears; and in this 
state of mind I began in public to read and 
pray. I could not help telling the Lord in 
prayer, how full of grief and anguish I felt. 
I read these words for my text, " He shall 
glorify me: for He shall receh·e of mine, and 
shall show it unto you. All things that the 
Father hatb are mine: therefore said I, that He 
shall take of mine. nnd shall sliow it unto you" 
(John x,-i. 14, 15). Immediately a ray of 
light broke forth on the words-I saw the 
Three Glorious Persons in the ever-blessed 
Godhead. The FATHER "possessin_q" all new 
covenant mercies, as tlie Fountain of Life, 
Love, and complete Sah·ation; the SoN as 
"recei1.Jin.9 n these mercies for dispensation; 
and the ETERSAL SPIRIT as the Revealer of 
them in the hearts of the redeemed; the dis
tinct faith of regenerated souls in the several 
persons in the Godhead, and the different 
fears of the godly as regards their interest in 
tbe electing love of the Father, their union to 
the Eternal SoN, and their sanctification by 
the blessed Spirit. I was favoured with a 
sober and happy frame of mind; and am con
fident the Lord will bless a testimony thnt 
came so directly and sweetly from Himself. 

In the afternoon I went to preach for Mr. 
Joseph Wilkins, in Providence Chapel, Bridge· 
street, Greenwich. It was the re-opening of 
that substantial and commodious house of 
praver. Few places have passed through 
greater changes than this Greenwich "Pro
vidence;•· but the Lord has now sent them 
a man, in tlJe person of Mr. Joseph Wilkins 
(late of Eaton Bray), whose ministry is 
smted, with the Lord's blessing, to !mild 
up the walls, and to be a blessing to the 
people, They have recently built a most 
spacious school-room, fitted up with every 
convenience; the prospects for the cause are 
good, for the minister and the members "have 
a mind to work." 

No,..,,ich, WedneJ!day morning, June 18tk.
Havmg fulfilled my commission in this city, 
before six this morning, I left for London. 
On Monday afternoon and evenino- I spoke 
to the people at_ Orford Hill; and y~sterday, 
a tea and public meeting was holden in the 
ea.me pla.ce. Our good brother Brand, of Al-

dringham, preached three sermom to them 
on the Lord's-day, and very acceptable his 
labonrs prnvcd. At the m,1eting l1tst evening, 
we had some good nddresses from the vener
" ble pastor of Chenv Lano Chapel. llfr. 
Go1Ying, ~lr. Tann of Yarmouth, ~Jr. Brand, 
Mr. Albert Brown, the p:tStor of Orford Hill, 
and myself. The churches holding the truth 
in this city are not flourishing; the popuh,tion 
is immense; how ·many fear God and have 
the faith of his chosen, none on earth can 
sity, but their appearance is not great ; still, 
there is some excellent salt, and so the city 
stands. 

THE SUFFOLK CHURCHES, 
AND THEIR CIRCULAR LETTER FOR THE 

rRESENT YEAR. 

WE mean those churches in Suffolk, with a 
few in Norfolk, who are united together in 
and represented by the ministers and mes
sengers at " the Suffolk and Norfolk Asso
ciation," which Association this year met in 
Walsham-le-\\illows, on the third and fourth 
days of last June. Their Circular Letter bas 
been sent us, which we may notice, we hope 
in a useful, profitable, and suggestive spirit, 
The subject of the Circular ia" Praise," We 
will first glance at the tabular and s.tatistical 
departments; and then at the interesting sub
ject to which the letter calls our attention. 
The leading men in thi.s Association are first, 
the venerable George Wright, of Beccles; se
condly, John Cooper, of Wattisham; and 
thirdly, S. Collins, of Grundisburgh, It is 
astonishing how, for many years, these three 
good men have been the principal leaders 
in all public matters connected with these 
churches. Mr. George Wright is .fast.- ad
vancing to a ripeness for glory, and cannot 
take that active part he has been wont to do; 
but he has had an excellent day's work; be 
bas been honoured, in comparati.ve quietness; 
in domestic comfort, in church harmony, in 
Gospel usefulness, and in: fraternal friendship, 
to labour on for a long :tnd happy .period; and 
now like Jacob. he is leanin~ upon his staff, 
and ~ot unfrequently, as be feels the infirmi
ties of old age creeping on, yon may hear 
him softly whisperino-, "All the days of my 
appointed time will f ":ait until my change 
come." The church at,Beccles (so long under 
Mr. Wright's "IIlinistry) is not in the enjoy
ment of great prosp,·rity at the present. Jts 
report is rather of a gloomy aspect. We hope 
a revival may come; .llJld that when the aged 
pastor leaves the field of labour for the final 
rest, he will lea.ve, in his favoured Zion many 
precious sons and daughters who will, instru• 
mentally, perpetuate and maintain the pure 
principles of the Gospel of our Saviour and of 
our God. The " brethren Cooper and C_ol
lins" are like the horses in Pharaoh 's char10t, 
well-trained, well-equipped, and being well 
employed, they pull together wall, an~ l,Y a· 
multitude of Christian people the~• are mghly 
esteemed and beloved. The Wattisharn church 
nurn bers 128, and is peaceful, with pleasant 
prospects of a revival. Mr. Collws and thB 
Grundisburgh .ohurch are moving on in tlla 
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truth 1 285 memb~rs and 87 children in the 
school, make up the stuff; it is the largest 
church In tho Association, but nearly the 
smallest school-this appears singular. At 
Wuldringfield, Laxfield, 1111d Chelmondiston, 
cheerful reports are given; but, upon the 
whole, the :Suffolk churches demonstrnte no
thing expressive of cord-lengthening, or the 
iugathering of regenernted sonls to Christ's 
kingdom. There are many" churches in Suf
folk not in union with this Association; we 
hardly think this wise. An association of 
ministers and churches of the same faith and 
order may be useful in many ways; but we 
fear that the extremely stringent Jaws of 
Associations on the one hand, and the peculiar 
prejudices of pastors and people on the other, 
too frequently prevent that union and co
operation which, under God, might be of very 
great use in the progress and promotion of 
Gospel truth. Let not the brother of high 
degree think himself of too much importance 
to stoop; neither let the brother of low de
gree think himself too little to approach the 
Christian brotherhood. Let not the clear
sounding bell of "high doctrine" contemn 
the deep-taught pomegranate; neither let the 
pomegranate too harshly judge the clear in 
doctrine. Let us believ~ that in this time
state there may be-there is-there must be
diversity in tile body; Jet us well consider 
that divei·sity, adaptation, and unity, are essen
tial to our preseut well-being as a Christian 
community; Jet us not forget that we have 
one common cause, the glory of Christ iu the 
growth of his kiugdoru ; that we have one 
comrnon enemy, who, knowing he cannot 
destroy, will aim to divide, and, by dividing, 
doth often deeply distress the dear family of 
God. Let these things be thought over, 
prayed over, talked over, and Jet them be well 
walked out ; and 11,any a solitary brother 
might be cheered, many a weak cause might 
be strengthened, and, with the Master's smile, 
many a desert would blossom and rejoice. 
The only law that can possibly be laid down 
for that Christian amalgamation wo would 
promote is this-such a vital union unto the 
Living Head as produces an unflinching de
cision for essential principles, a loving devo
tion to the house and all that concerns the 
honour of the Master, and a cheerful obedi
ence to that most touching of all Gospel tests 
"if ye love me keep my commandments." 

We cannot so fully uotioe the subject of the 
Circulal' u Praise," as we could wish this 
mouth, we therefore promise that iu our next. 

INTERESTING INCIDENT. 

To the Editor of the Earthen Vessel. 

DitAR BRO'l'HER,-1 thank you for the kind 
notices you hnve given the readers of the 
VEsSEl. nnd Cttlml\ING WollDS, of my little 
pamphlet of " Grateful Hecollections," and 
your extrncts therefrom. You sny, '' What 
I\ volume of incident such n life could pro
duce I" Yes, indeed, my life has produced a 
volume of incident, of which the " Recollec
tions" form but a very small part. I send you 

one as a sample; to yourself and readers it 
may prove interesting. 

In the month of August, 1829, I paid my 
usual ministerial visit to Brighton aud 
preached three times on the Lord's tl~y, at 
Bond-street. Jn the afternoon the chapel 
was greatly crowded. I entered the pulpit 
under a most solemn frame ?f mind; the 
Lord was there, and He was with me too. I 
µreached from Jonah ii. 7, " When my sou& 
fainted within me, I remembered the Lord." 
In the midst of the sermon, I felt constrained 
to say sometbmg, in substance, like the fol
lowing:-" There may be some one here who, 
though, like _Jonah, he has not been liter
ally IN the deep, yet may have meditated or 
i,.tended being there ; and, if there should be 
such an one now present, may elte Lord look on 
him, and be merciful to him." 

I preached eight sermons at Brighton during 
my week's stay. On the Thursday evening, 
alter service, on leaving the house of Mr. 
Parker, one of the deacons, I was followed 
by a gentleman, who, tapping me on the 
shoulder, said-" I knew you were here, and 
have waited outside more than an hour to 
see you, knowing that you intended leaving 
Brighton in the morning. I came here," said 
he, "from London, about a week ago, in deep 
distress of soul, and under a most dreadful 
temptation to destroy myself; but the Lord has 
prevented me! l have walked on the sea beach 
several evenings, with the intention of casting 
myself in, but 1 was prevented by various in
terruptions. On passing by Bond-street Chapel 
on Lord's-day afternoon, seeing many people 
going in, I thought I would turn in tuo. The 
Lora spake through you to my poor tempted 
troubled soul. Tile snare was broken, and J 
am delivered. l shall now return to my home 
calm and peaceful in my mind, a miracle of 
mercy ! Here ( said be), take this trifle, and 
God bless you." He put a sovereign into my 
band,graapeditfirrnly,aod then hastily left me, 
before my agitation permitted me to say to him 
even one word. I lifted up my hand, and men
tally exclaimed, "What hath God wrought!" 

I am, yours in Gospel bonds, 
Jireh, June 6th, 1856. J. A. JONES, 

SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK ASSOCIATION 
OF 

PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCH.ES. 

Tms Associatiou held its annual meetings 
at Walsham-le-Willows, Juue 3rd and 4th. 

In the morning of the first day, the letters 
from the various churches were· read before 
the ministers and messeng_ers, and a large con
gregation assembled in the spacious tent of 
tile Association. 

The letters were of a more cheering and en
couraging clumicter than those of the preced
ing year. The churches generally reported 
increased congregations, pn1.yer~meetiuu·s wdl 
tttteu<.led, an<.l auditions of professed followers 
of Christ. There were some few, however, who 
could not give tidings of the work of the Lord 
progressing, but II ho a.re patiently waiting in 
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the expectation that tbo "set time to favour 
Zion" ,,.;u come. 

In the afternoon, brother Aldiss, of London 
preached from Luke i. 32, "He slrnll be great.1• 
In the evening, brother Woodgate, of Carltou
road, preached from Ps. I. 23. 

On the foll~wing morning at six o'clock, 
a prayer-meeting was held, which to many 
was a soul-refreshing sea.son. At 10·30, 
bro~h~r Collins preached the morning As
sociat10n Sermon, from Song v. 16, with much 
unction and power to a large concourse 
of people-about 2000. In the afternoon 
brother Brmn1 preached the other Associatio~ 
Sermon fron1 Isaiah ix. 6, '' And the crovern-
;nent shall be upon bis shoulder." 0 

The collections for the Association Fund 
which is designed to aid poor churches h; 
:=.uppcrting their ministers, were very crood. 
The ministers and messengers voted 601. to 
different churches for this noble object. 

_A~ the prh·ate business meeting of the 
rnn.nsters and messengers, the following reso
lnt1_on "·as :re_solv:ed unanimously :-" That, 
wlnle we reJ01ce m the extension of the Re
deemer's kingdom, both at home and in dis• 
to.nt lands, and feel it imperative to cultivate 
a spirit o'. missionary co•operation and zeal, 
umtmg with our brethren in the promotion of 
the legitimate objects of missionary institu
tions, we nevertheless deem it necessary to 
affirm our uncompromising adherence and 
attachment to the doctrines of distinguishing 
grace, as the only scriptural basis of all mis
sionary efforts. 

"And whereas we have with deep concern 
of late observed the growing latitudinarianism 
in the principles openly avowed by many of 
our leading brethren of our great missionary 
societies, to the disparagem(;nt and rejection 
of those fundamental t111tbs, we hereby dis
claim all sympathy with those who thus 
virtually sap the foundations of discriminating 
grace ; while we earnestly protest against the 
semi-Pelagian errors to which the 'Baptist 
Foreign Missionary Society' and the 'Baptist 
Home Missionary Society,' at their late annnal 
meetings, have given utterance, and to which 
the weekly organ of the denomination bas 
given its unqualified sanction_ 

"And especially do we deprecate and de• 
plore the hostile spirit in which some of the 
yonnger ministers of the denomination have at 
these meetings assailed the advocates of distin
guishing truth, misrepresented their principles, 
and traduced their motives and conduct in 
relation to missionary operations. 

" Sincerely regretting, also, the adoption of 
that policy which converts the platforms of 
missionary institutions into arenas of contro• 
versial bitterness and strife, we can lmt regard 
the recent proceedings of the Societies to 
which we have alluded, as calculated to in
jure the cause of missions, to weaken the 
efforts _of its sincere friends, and to perpetnate 
the evils of di vision and disnnion in relation 
to that important part of Christian enter
prise." 

JAMES BALDWIN, Mo<krator. 
G. WRIGHT, Sec1·etary. 

CHEUISFORD AND l<ORTH END. 
DEAR Mn. Enuon,-Knowing that you nro 

always glad to hear, and spread abroad the 
prosperity of Zion, I take the liberty ~s o. 
lover therein, to send yon a few lines r~lative 
to the Lo1•d's goodness to the people c,f the 
Baptist Chapel, Chelmsford, Essex, especially 
on their Annivcrsay Do.v, Jnne, 1856. 

The morning was i·cmarkably fine 111] 
nature seemed to smile as we wound our'way 
toward the sanctnary of the Lord. At halt~ 
past _ten, the neat chapel belonging to the 
Baptists was '".ell filled with persons, many of 
them from a distance. We also noticed Mr. 
Cox, from Mersey Isle and Mr. Night of 
Maldon, and Mr. Trotm~n from Illackm~re 
and other faithful follower's of the Lord pre'. 
sent. Mr. J. Corbitt, the minister of the 
place, commenced the service by singing the 
18th hymn in Gadsby's selection : 

" Now to the Lord a noble sono-1 
Awake my soul, awake my t~ngue." 

After which, Mr. Spurgeon proceeded to read 
and expound the 53rd. of Isaiah, and, after 
prayer, he took for his text, Heb. vii. 25 
•• \~ herefore He is able also to save them t~ 
the uttermost that come unto God bv Him 
seeing He ever liveth to make interces;ion fo1! 
them." The speaker opened bis subject in his 
usual manner, and afterwards bandied the 
subject so as to engage the attention of the 
whole congregation; his remarks were cal
culated to encourage the self-condemned aud 
desponding. After service, about 40 or 50 
persons sat down to dine in the vestry ; all 
seemed very ho.ppy. 

At half-past two in the afternoon, a great 
number of persons congregated together in 
the I~depende11t Chapel, kindly lent for the 
occas10n. Mr. Spnrgeon took for bis text 
Isaiah !iii. 11, "He shall see of the travail of 
bis soul, and shall be satisfied." The preacher 
described the soul sufferings of Christ. Many 
listened to him with profit and with much 
pleasnre, others bad the enmity of their minds 
slain, o.nd confessed they were no longer pre
judiced against Mr. Spurgeon; thus the Lord 
will work for bis servants, and often throws 
back false charges from whence they came. 
After service,about 200personstook tea in the 
open space of the Baptist Chapel; after tea was 
over, Mr. Corl>itt gave us an excellent address 
on the good of SOCIABILITY, and conclucled 
with an appropriate prayer; after which, Mr. 
Wilkins, of Greenwich, delivered an appro
priate address, on the advantages to he de
rived from social tea meetings, relating many 
circumstances that had come under his own 
notice. 

In the evening, at seven o'clock, the chapel 
was again filled, when Mr. Wilkins, in bis free 
and telling mo.nner, preached a rich Gospel 
sermon; the people listened to him with as 
mnch eager attention as though they had not 
heard a sermon for months; many were de
lighted and profited under him-all glory to 
the Lord. Thus concluded o. day not lately, 
if ever before, witnessed in Chelmsford, 11nd 
snch a one as we hope to see again and often 
repeated in this place, and all others where 
the glory of God, the good of souls, and the 



AUGUST 1, 1850.] AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 191 

wcrn,ro of Zion is sought. The collections THP.: 

were good, and the service ended by singing- ANNIVERSARY AT SAFFRON' WALDEN'. 

"All hail the power of Jesus' name; 
Let angels prostrate fall ; 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all." 

On the day following, Mr. Corbitt and Mr. 
Wilkins, with an omnibus full of friends from 
Chelmsford, went over to Forth End, where 
one of Mr. Corbitt's members preaches with 
some degree of success. Zion Chapel was 
kindly lent for this occasion. Mr. Corbitt 
preached an excellent sermon in the after
noon, showing man's inability, and God's 
nbility to save. Mr. Wilkins preached again 
in the evening, and truly it was a happy sea
son. I never heard a sweeter description of the 
grace of God, the glory of Christ, the sinner's 
Friend, than this was; altogether, it was one 
of the happiest sensons I ever enjoyed. The 
Lord bless his servants, is the earnest prayer 
of -

AN ATTENTIVE AND GRATIFIBD HEARER. 

JIREH CHAPEL, GARDEN ROW, 
LONDON ROAD.· 

THE twenty-second Anniversary of this 
little daughter of Zion, and the first of the 
present ministry, was held on Lord's day, 
June. 22nd, 1856, on which occasion three 
sermons were preached by brethren Davis, 
of Poplar, S. Cozens, of Beulah, Somers 
Town, and W. Caunt, of Greenwich. It was 
a day of good tidings. On the following 
Tuesday, brother btringer, of Gravesend, 
preached in the afternoon, and delivered a 
faithful and profitable discourse, which was 
well received; after which, a goodly number 
took tea. At the public meeting, brethren 
Stringer, Mote, Caun t, and Sack, addressed 
the friends on the following subjects con
secutively :-The Mediator of the New Co
venant ; the Ever-living Intercessor; the 
High Priest of our Profession; the Divine 
Surety; and some truly weighty, powerful, 
and blessed truths were told out in a faithful 
nnd unflinching manner by these servants of 
the Loru. Our brother J. Cooper, the present 
minister of the place, made a few remarks 
commendatory of the addresses, and of the 
goodness and faithfulness of God, which, with 
a short address to the Throne of grace, closed 
the services of the day. This house of God 
had been among the destitute churches for 
some time, and had declined to a small num
ber indeed. The appearnnce at the present 
time is sufficient to make any grateful Chris
tian exclaim, "What bath God wrought?" 

TIME. 

Turn is but a small rivulet, let forth of 
eternity, and is fast flowiug back to the mighty 
ocean from whence it came. 

For soon will it be said, " That time shall 
be 110 longer.'' J, PELLS. 

Clare. 

To the Editor of the Earthm Vessel. 
Saffron Walden, July 14th, 1856. 

DEAR Srn,-On Wednesday, the 2nd of July 
we had another delightful opportunity of cele~ 
bratir_ig the _goodness of a covenant-keeping 
God m Chnst. We were favoured with the 
presence of those dear fathers in Israel, Mr. 
G. Murrell, of St . .Neots, and Mr. J. Foreman, 
of London; also a goodly number of friends 
and ministers from the neighbouring towns 
and villages. Mr. Murrell was with us at the 
prayer-meeting on the Tuesday evening, and 
spoke upon that subject (prayer) with sweet
ness and power; he also delivered a sermon 
on the Wednesday morning from 2 Cor. iii. 5 
" Our sufficiency is of God;" and though I hact 
not the pleasure of hearing it, I was informed 
by those who did that it was indeed a feast of 
fat things well to be remembered. Mr. Fore
man spoke in the afternoon from 1 Pet. i. 20 
"For you;'' and in the evening from 1 Pet'. 
i. 4, ":For you." It was very cheerino- to hear 
that faithful under-shepherd tell so~e of the 
many opportunities he had had of proving 
the faithfulness of his dear Lord and Master· 
there was sincere milk and encouragement 
for wea~ings and litt_le. ones, and he held up 
to the view of the Chnstian what great things 
the Lord had prepared for him both in this 
world and in that which is to come. 

. Dinner and tea. were provided in a barn, 
mcely decorated with flowers, and kindly lent 
for the occasion . by Mr. George Esland, to 
whom much credit 1s due for the exertions he 
made. 

In looking back on the past year, we, ns a 
church and people, hnve indeed very o-reat 
cause for gratitude to King Jesus, who 0hath 
done all things well. We have had the oil of 
joy for mourning; have proved, that in our
selves ~e have . nothing that is good and 
?verythmi that 1s bad, but "our sufficiency 
1s ol God, who has abundantly supplied all 
our need. 

Dear Mr. Wil~on has had many trials, but 
he also bas plam proof that the Lord is with 
him, and that he need not fear what man 
shall say. 

I think I may say that no thin o- tends more 
to the fostering of brotherly lov~, cementing 
the churches together, and exciting a pmyer
ful interest for oue another, than such seasons 
o.s these; this was to us a high o.nd happy 
do.yin Zion. How great are the Lord's mercies, 
how little do we deserve them! 

I remain, dear Sir, yours respectfully, 
F. E. WARD. 

CLARE, SUFFOLK. 
o~ Tuesday, July, 1st, 1856, onr brother 

Pells having nttaineu his twenty-ninth year 
his young friends, the teachers of the Sabbath~ 
school, presented him with o. very handsome 
volume of Bunynn's Pilgrim's Progress with 
illustrations and notes, as a mark ot' re
spect, anu high regard they had for him as 
their minister, and for his assiduous attention 
to promote the welfare of the school. 
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THE RECOGNITION OF MR. BENJAMlN 
DAVIES AT LEIGHTON BUZZARD. 

Tms interesting serYire toOk phtre on 
Thursday, June 12th, 1856. A report of the 
dity's proceedings has been forwarded to us, 
from whence we extract the following por
tions:-

The morning service began by llfr. Davies 
giving out the hymn commen~mg, "See, my 
soul, a structure rising;" after which Mr. 
Wyarll, of Tring, read a portion of the Word 
and engaged in prayer; he then proceeded, in 
a clear and luminous way, to state the nature 
of a gospel church, founding his remarks 
upon " Tlte Chu.-ch of the livi,ig God." l\lr. 
Wyard then called upon lllr. Davies to give an 
account of his call by grace, and call to the 
work of the mini~try. After prayer for divine 
assistance, Mr. Davies told us what the Lord 
had done in him and for him, the substance of 
which is as fol1ows:-

His parents dying when he was very young, 
he had the privilege of being brought up in 
the family of a pious aunt, where he bad a 
good example set before him and good words 
spoken to him. During this time be seems to 
have had occasional convictions of sin; but 
they were like the- morning cloud and early 
dew, they soon passed a.way, and, notwith
standing these convictions and the warnings 
and entreaties of friends, he began to indulge 
in sinful practices, his principal companion 
being an abandoned young man, who soon 
after went to sea., and has never since been 
beard of. The time when the first lasting 
impression was made upon his mind was at 
the Wesleyan Chapel, Randwick, Gloucester
shire. These convictions were not accompa
nied with any very great terror or dread. 
Although he felt himself to be a. great sinner, 
and richly deserving eternal punishment, yet 
he saw that in Christ there was a ground of 
hope; and he began to seek after salvation. 
Many were the prayers which he offered up, 
and many were the vows he made; but be 
could not keep from sin; for-

" The more he strove ag:ainst its power, 
He sinned and stumbled but the more." 

He was seeking salvation by the works of the 
Law; bnt he could not find it, until at last he 
began to know experimentally that soJ.,mn 
truth, that by the deeds of the Law there 
shall no flesh be justified in God'• sight. He 
then began to fear that there could be no sal
vation for him, although at times hope would 
spring up. He continued in this way, some
times hoping and sometimes fearing, until the 
Lord was pleased to assure him of his inte
rest in Christ in the following- way:-Walk
ing home from chapel one Lord's day evening 
in company with another young man, the 
conversation turned upon the way in which 
the Lord bad Jed him: he was much cast 
down, his evidences not being so clear as he 
desired. "\Veil," said his friend, "you can 
say that once you were blind; but now you 
see.'• He never remembered to have noticed 
that portion of the Word before; hut imme
diately it was spoken it seemed to drop with 
sweet power and savour into his soul know
ing and feeling this change had take~ place. 

Since this time his exercises nnd trials hnve 
been mnnr and varied; but the Lord hns 
brnught !um tl,rough them all, and he still 
continues hoping in and longing for thnt pro
cions Jesus who is the sinner's only hopo. 

Mr. D,ivies then gave his c:tll to the ministry. 
When he first began to know Christ as a 

Saviour, he felt a great desire to tell others of 
Him; be, therefore, became a Sunday-school 
teacher, but did not continue long, findincr 
that he had but little, if any, gift for the in~
struction of youth. He began prencbing in 
the villages nea1· the town in which he then 
resided. 

Soon after this, removing into Staffordshire 
he became a member of the Baptist Church 
at l\'illenball, and wns introduced by Mr. 
Cozens, his pastor, to one or two of the neigh
boming churches as a supply. As he became 
known numbers of doors were opened, and be 
found plenty of employment amongst the many 
destitute churches of South Staffordshire. At 
length he was removed, in the order o( God's 
providence, to South Chard, in f'omerset, 
where, for the last eighteen months, he has la
boured with some degree of success. Mr. Da
vies feared many would not consider these cir
cumstances as a sufficient evidence of his call 
to the work; he had had many fears about it 
himself; bad often come to the determination 
not to s~eak any more in the Lord"s name; 
but Gods Word was in bis heart as a burning 
fire shut up in his bones, so that he could not 
forbear; and as the Lord had condescended to 
bless bis labours, both in the conversion of 
sinners and the comforting of saints, he felt 
constrained to go on in the name of the 
Lord. 

Mr. Wyard then called up Mr. Davies to 
state what were bis views of truth, which we 
shall give in a future number. 

Mr. Ratt, one <,f the deRCons, then read the 
following statement, showing the leadin!(S of 
Providence in bringing Mr. Davies to that 
place:- . 

Christian friends,-In giving you a state
ment of the leadings of Provide11ce in bring
ing Mr. Davies amongst us, I think it advis
able first of all to give a brlef outline of the 
rise and progress of the cause of God in this 
place. 

For some length of time it l1ad been the 
anxious desire of some few of the Lord's peo
ple residing in this town and its neighbour
hood to obtain a place where they might 
meet together, to attend to the ordirrnnce~ of 
God's house, to hear bis .Word, and praise ~is 
great and holy name. Consequent upon tins, 
strenuous efforts were made by brother Mat
thews and myself to obtain the meeting
house in North-street, belonging to Mr. Chew, 
but without success. We were, therefore, 
almost ir, despair, and thought that our de
sire woulcl not be granted, when the Lord 
appeared for UB in a most unexpected war, 
and thus answered our m1rny prayers. This 
He did by inclining the late Mr D. Dever~ll, 
01 Soulbury, to come forward 11nd voluntarily 
offer to 1~11d us 2001. towards the purchase of 
a piece of land and erecting a chapel thereonf 
We therefore consul~ed with Mr._ Collyer, 0d 
Ivinghoe, and Mr. Figg, of Cheddington, an 
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came to the conclusion thnt Mr. Deverell's 
kind offer should be accepted. Accordingly, 
the trnstecs were chosen, the ground bought, 
and the chapPI erected at the cost of 330/. It 
was opened for public worship on the 19th 
April, 1843. Brethren Foreman, Milner, and 
Sn,ith officiated upon the occasion : it was a 
good day, and the Lord's presence was realised 
by many. On the 26th of May in the same 
year, Mr. Colller baptized Huth · Deverell, 
Daniel Devere! , Sen., John Smith, and my
self; after which he united us in church fel
lowship by the joining of our hands. 

We continued for seven years without a
pastor, the pulpit being supplied by a num
ber of ministering brethren from various 
places, during which time the number of our 
members increased to eighteen. 

In the early part of the year 1850, we be
came acquainted with our late esteemed and 
venerable pastor, Mr. W. Roberts, who con
tinued with us for the space of two years and 
nine months, when he was removed suddenly 
by death. During his ministry our members 
increased to 25; but on account of removals 
and deaths at the time of his decease, we 
numbered but 20. After the Lord had thus 
suddenly deprived us of our beloved pastor, 
our pulpit was again supplied by various mi
nistering brethren for the space of five weeks, 
when, through the kindness of our much
esteemed brother, C. W. Banks, and in answer 
to our united supplications, we were directed 
to our late beloved pastor Mr Joseph Wilkins, 
who continued with us for the space of three 
years. D.uring the time of his pastorate our 
members increased to 43; and the congrega
tion so far increased in number as to make it 
necessary to enlarge the chapel; in fact, 
throughout the whole leugth of his ministry, 
~e were favoured with a good share of pro
sperity. But at length, through the tempting 
offers of the friends at Brighton, he was in
duced to leave us; and we again became des
titute of a pastor. We, therefore, as a church 
unitedly sought the Lord iu prayer, entreat
ing Him once more to seud amongst us one 
who should feed our souls, and be made a 
blessing in this place. We trust that He has 
answered our petition by sending to us our 
young brother Mr. Davies, which was brought 
about in the following way :-Remembering 
that our brother C. W. Banks had been the 
means of our late pastor coming amongst us, 
I felt constrained to write to him again to ask 
him if he could recommend us to another mi
nister who, he thought, would be likely to 
suit us. In his reply he very strongly recom
mended our brothet· Davies; therefore, after 
due consideration, it was thought advisable 
to invite him for three Lord's days ou proba
tion. His ministry proved to be acceptable, 
and as it appeared that he would be likely to 
suit us as our pastor, a church meeting was 
called, when nu unanimous invitation was 
given to him to continue amongst us for one 
'month longer; but it was found that. various 
circumstances prevented him from accepting 
this invitntion, and as the distance from 
which he came was so great, another church 
meeting wns called, and nfter prayer for di
rection, it wns agreed at once to give him a 

call to the pastorate. 'this call being ac
cepted has led to the present meeting or ser
vice being held, in order that he may now be 
publicly recognised as the pastor of our 
choice. We are happy to say that our con
gregation has not fallen off; but our num
bers have been on the increase; in fact, we 
have a hope that ere long even this comf(JO
dious place will be too strait for us. You will 
perceive by this account of th~ Lord's deal
ings with us, that we have much to be thank
ful for, and we desire to feel grateful to the 
Father of all our mercies. We would also 
publicly thank our dear brother Banks, of 
London, for his kindness in sending us both 
our late pastor Mr. Wilkins, and our newly
chosen pastor Mr. Davies. 

And now to the name of our covenant God 
would we ascribe all the glory; yea-

" All the glory, 
All the glory, 
All the glory, 
Lord be thme." 

After this the church were requested to sig
nify their choice of ll'lr. Davies as their pastor 
by holding np their hands; they di<l so, and Mr. 
Davies held up his hand as a token of his ac• 
ceptance of their call. The ministerial brethren 
also who were present each gave the right 
hand of fellowship to the newly-recognised 
pastor, and spoke some suitable and kind 
words of admonition and encouragement. 

After singing and prayer, this most inte
resting service was brought to a close. It was 
a time that will not soon be forgotten. 

In the afternoon, after reading and prayer 
by Mr. Wyard, the charge was delivered by 
Mr. Davies's esteemed pastor, i\lr. Samuel 
Cozens, of London, who selected the two fol
lowing portions of God's Word as the basis of 
his remarks :-Ezekiel xliv. 16, "And they 
shall keep my charge; " 2 Chron. xxviii. 15, 
"And the men which were expressed by name 
rose up, and took the captives, and wlth the 
spoil clothed all that were naked among them, 
and arrayed them, aud shod them, and gave 
them to ent and to drink, and anointed them, 
and can-ied all the feeble of them upon asses, 
and bronght them to Jericho, the city of 
palm trees." 

[ To be contimiecl next month.] 

ME~DLESHAM, SUFFOLK. 

June 30. 
DEAR BROTHER,-It is just the turn of 

nine years since you first promised (by the 
help of God) to seud us some men of truth; 
and it is astonishing how the Lord has blessed 
the Word, and is still doing so. During the 
past nine years nearly sixty have been bnp
tized, and four more gave a testimony of a 
work of grace in their souls, and will be ba p
tized next Lord's day. Brother Merrett de
sires his ·1ove to you i, he was saying lust night 
he shoul<l 1.iever forE{Tet with what en.ruestness 
you di<l beg of the onl to bless him and the 
people to whom he might go; he is a deeply
tried, experimental man of God. 

J. f. RUNECKLES, 
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IS THIS TRUTH OR NOT? 

Bei·,m, July 14, 185G. 
DEAR MR. EnrToR,-You are conferring a 

great boon on many Christians, by .... dmitting 
into your magazine a discussion on the sub
ject of what some call duty-faith, and duty
repen ta.nee. 

No doubt, opinions are held on both sides 
by trne Christians, and therefore either view 
is entitled to deference, but still we must all 
allow the great question is, " What saith the 
Scriptures?" 

Those who dissent from the duty of faith 
and repentance, as binding on all who hear 
the Gospel, call it a duty-faith and a duty
repentance. 

These epithets, however, are not fair, be
canse thev suggest the idea that the faith and 
repentance we mean are of ~-n inferinr kind, 
and, in fact, of human origin; but, on the con
trary, when we say faith is the rlnty of every 
hearer of the Gospel, we mean the faith that 
lays hold on Christ, that worketh by love, 
and which is the faith of God's elect; and 
when we say that repentance is the duty of 
every h~arer, we mean that repentance which 
Christ is exalted to his Fathers right hand to 
give, together with remission of sins.' 

The faith required stands not in the wis
dom of men, but in the power of God, and the 
repentance must be of that kind which causes 
joy in heaven. In a word, the faith and re
pentance required are in every case God's 
special gifts to his elect, and a sinner could 
no more produce them in his own heart than 
he could create a world. 

But why require what is impossible? The 
question, however, is, has God required them, 
and is it not our own fault if we do not exer
cise these graces? 

It is very observable, too, that the difficul
ties are theoretical, not practical. Let any 
poor ~inner go to a throne of grace, feeling 
his want of wisdom, and want of grace, and 
ask for these things, will he be rejected? 
Certainly not, and God Himself must have 
shown him experimentally his want of these 
things. 

Now in order to be as brief as possible, I 
shall quote some additional texts to prove 
that repentance and faith are the duty of all. 

That repentance is required, seems plain 
from Acts xvii. 30 : "God commandetlt all 
men everywhere to repent," and the reason 
assi=ed is, that we may stand well in the 
day'°of judgment by Jesus Christ. 

Luke xiii. 3 : " Except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish." 

St. Peter told Simon Magus to repent of his 
wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the 
thought of his heart might be forgiven him. 
Now church history tells us this man died a 
reprobate, and being unconverted, was incapa
ble of repentance and prayer, and yet these 
gracious acts and spiritual feelings were his 
duty. Christ tells the church of Thyatira, 
that he had given the Jezebel that was in it
space to repent of her fornication, and she re
pented not. Many other similar texts might 
be quoted. 

That faith is the duty of every hearer of 

the Gospel, seems plain, from the following 
Scriptures :-

John iii. 3G : " He that believeth not the 
Son slrnll not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him." John viii. 46 : "If I say the 
truth, why do ye not believe me?" John 
viii. 24 : "If ye believe not that I am he1 ye 
shall die in your sins." John xvi. 8, 9: "And 
when he is come, he will reprovo the world 
of sin; . , • • of sin, because they be
lieve not on me : " unbelief, that is, while in 
an unconverted state. 1 John v. 10: " He 
that believeth not God hath made him a Zia,·; 
because he be!ieveth not the record that God 
gave of his Son." 

If it be not man's duty to receive the Gos
pel into his heart, all these texts seem to lose 
their meaning. 

There are other texts which bear on the 
rnqject :-

Hebrews ii. 3 : "How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation?" 2 Corinthians 
ii. 15, 16: "We are unto God a sweet savour 
of Christ in them that are saved, and in them 
that perish: to the one we are the savour of 
death unto death," i. e. their rejection of the 
Gospelinvolves them in a more dreadful death 
than that in which it found them. Hebrews 
x. 29: " Of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the :;on of God," &c. 
Rev. vi. 16 : They " said to the mountains and 
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that sitteth on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb," i .. e. the great but re-
jected sin-offering. • 

With such texts as these occurring every 
now and then, I cannot but feel persuaded 
that impenitence and unbelief are the greatest 
crimes of which we can be guilty under the 
Gospel dispensation, nor do I believe for a 
moment that man's moral inability to perform 
these spiritual graces, rids him of their obli
gation. That is only a human inference from 
a divine doctl'ine, and I constantly teach that 
we have no business to draw any inference 
from a text which is not necessarily conveyed 
in its meaning, unless that infere?ce be clearly 
stated in some other texts of Scripture. 

The great temptation of ignoring many 
texts of Scripture into which so many fall, 
arises from the incapacity of these persons to 
work these texts into their system of doctrin~. 
They break up the beautiful harmony of their 
system, because Scripture really sets before 11s 

a view too large for our present comprelien
sion. 

Hoping you will kindly insert these few re
flections, and assuring you I will read m_ost 
carefully, and I trust i:irayerfully, anythmg 
written on the other side, I am, dear Ml'. 
Editor, yours faithfully and obliged, 

LET'S HA VE ALL THE TRUTH, 

CHARITY.-" Thefollowingdonationsthan~j 
fully received through the VESSEL, I am st, 
confined to my room. John Gardner, 13, Cam,i' 
bridge Street, Golden Square. Be ye war~.e 
and filled, l0s.-A Friend, 2s.-Ml', Cu_s m, 
ls.-A. Sister and Friends, 5s.-From Frrnnds 
at Goring, by Mr. C. Holmes, 7s.-Mr. S, 
Clapham, 11.'' 
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TH:E WORD OF GOD OUR GUIDE. 

EXTRACT of a letter by the late Rev. Chas. 
Simeon, of Cambridge, showing how he macle 
the W orcl of God his guide. 

"I have long pursued the study of Scripture 
with a desire to be impartial. I call myself 
neither a predestinarian nor an anti-prede~ti
narian · but I commit myself to the teachmg 
of the inspired writers, whatever complexion 
it may assume. In the beginning of my in
quiries, I said to myself, one thing I know 
assuredly-that, in religion, of myself I know 
nothing. I do not, therefore, sit down to the 
perusal of Scripture in. order to impose a 
sense on the inspired writers, but to receive 
one as they give it me; I pretend not to 
teadh them; I wish, like a child, to be taught 
by them. When I come to a text which speaks 
of election, I delight myself in the doctrine 
of election. When the Apostles exhort me 
to repentance and obedience, and indicate the 
freedom of my will, I give myself up to that 
side of the question, and behold I am an 
Arminian I Don't you know, my dear brother, 
that the wheels of your watch move in. oppo
site directions? Yet thev are all tendmg to 
one result. Let two ball0s be projected from 
equal angles-I care not w~at angle it may 
be-against a third ball Jym_g before them ; 
and if the forces are even, 1t will move forward 
in a line perfectly straight. B~t if the ~all 
on the right hand be alone proJected agamst 
the central ball, the latter will fly off to the 
left. If the left-hand ball is· the only one 
which strikes it, away it rolls to the right. 
So it is in religion. Hope and fear are thA 
strongest motives which actuate the mind of 
man. Here comes the doctrine of election, 
fraught with hope and consolation, and strikes 
the mind of the believer from one quarter. 
From the opposite quarter comes t_h_e doctrine 
of free-will and man's responsib1hty, calcu
lated to excite our fear. They operate in 
true harmony, and tbe believer moves straight 
forward. Let him em brace the doctrine of 
election only, and off he goes to the left 
hand· or of free-will only, and away he flies 
to th~ right. Nothing will preserve him in a 
straight line, but the joint ~ction or h?t~ ~o
tives or in other words, undivided Christianity. 

1 
' ~ '' ANTI-BIGOTRY." 

Nothing is more clearly revealed irt God's 
W OTd than the doctrine, that all our good is 
from God, and all onr evil from ourselves. 
And nothing is more indelibly impressed upon 
our hearts than this great truth-this is the 
fruit of a life-time experience-" 0 Israel, thou 
bast destroyed thyself, but in me is thy help." 

But what was the Apostle Paul by the 
grace of God? A struggler against sin, a 
wrestler against corruption: be felt a load of 
sin and death pressing him down, and he 
could not but groan, and sigh and cry. Ah, 
here is the secret of true religion, here is 
the exercise of grace, here is the fear of God, 
here is the new nature which cannot consent 
to sin-" that which I do, I allow not." What 
a mi.,.hty struggle there is to get rid of sin, to 
conq~er the ,in which doth so easily beset us. 
"I have done with all that poor low work," 
says a conceited Pharisee, or a presumptuous 
professor. Have you, indeed? Then you 
never began it. I do not deny but there may 
be many happy reprieves, many gracious in
termissions, when the Christian i, enablecl 
to triumph over all his enemies, but he must 
return to the conflict, and wrestle, not only 
with flesh and blood, but principalities and 
powers. "Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin," says the Apostle; but 
how many wounds and bruises the Christian 
gets in the encounter, and these " stink and 
are corrupt because of his foolishness." Now if 
it were not so, it would only be a sham fight. 
All the Lord's soldiers get wounded in battle; 
they carry about with them the scars and 
marks of severe encounters, and yet they all 
eventually come off more than conquerors, 
through Him that loved them. 

But while the desperate encounter lasts, 
they are not sure of this-they are sure of 
it. doctrinally-viz. that all the Lord's people 
are victorious, but they are then not sure they 
are of tbe happy number. 

What with the c!ust and smoke, and stonn 
and tempest, they get so enveloped, that they 
cannot but 

"Wonder where the scene will end." 

At times, the poor soldier comes to a dead 
stand; " 0 my God, my soul is cast down 
within me." And can it be wondered at, to 
have sin rise, when we almost tbonght it 
dead; to have Satan roar, when we thought 

u BY THE GRACE OF GOD, I AM WHAT him vanquished; to find resistance within 
I ,!\M." weak, when we thought it strong; to find 

God withdraw his help, when we most needed 
Tms was the view the Apostle Paul took of it? This is enough to discourage the bravest 

himself· he felt there was a great change soldier, but God will not let him turn coward
wrought in him and a great work wrought he must not withdraw from the deadly con
upon him, and h~ ascri~ed it all ~r~m first to flict. "If any ~an _dnl;:" back, my s?u.\ shall 
last to the exceedino- nches of d1vme grace . .,havenopleasure m him. Oh,that wmd draw 
It is impossible for ; true Christian to come back unto perdition," how it fills the soul wit_h 
to nny other conclusion; we may have our I\We and dread; _lest, after nil, 1t should be his 
different views upon mllny subjects, yea, we c~se, and especmllf llfter the_ L?rd h.l\s left 
nmy feel it our duty strenuously to oppose him to grllpple wllh some si_n m his own 
each other upon some points; but here we streng~h, and he has been f01led I In that 
must be united; upon thissuujcct theromust case, SID ~ecomes stronger, :,,,tan more vehe
be no ,lissent; I scruple not to say, that n;an meat, sell ~veaker _than evei·? b_ec•use _the 
who cannot endorse this sentimeu~ ex ammo Lord has h1'.lden h1~ fnce,. this _is tl:e time 
is not a true Christilm, that is, 1s. not yet for the exercise of faith. _1here 1s a cl~avmg 
trnly taught by God's Word, no1· savmgly en- ~o God, t~ough I!rostrate ID _the dust. fhe~e 
lightened by God's Spirit. 1s a lookmg agam and again towards Gods 
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holy temple, though cast out of God's sigl1t. 
There is that self-abhorrence and deep lmmi
liation which proves us the subjects of s,wing 
grace and godly fear. During all this there 
is the presence of faith, and the absence of 
despair in the soul: a true believer can never 
despair, because his faith in its root and prin
ciple never fails. "I haYe prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not." Oh, ye tempted, 
afflicted, distressed sons of God, look at the 
certainty of your triumph, die Lor~ is on thy 
side, He does not come to help thee Just when 
thou callest, because He would exercise thee 
a little. If He obeyed thy first summons, 
thou wouldst not know the severity of the 
conflict, thou wouldst not see the power of 
sin, the strength and cunning of the devil, 
neither wouldst thou glorify the Lord iu the 
fires. 

" This only way can pilgrims go, 
And all complain, as thou wilt do, 
Of crowds that daily come; 
Yet though beset by crafty foes, 
And passing through a thousand woes, 
They get securely home." 

Yours in the everlasting Gospel, 
THOMAS SlllITH. 

Wootton, Beds, Nay 2nd, 1856. 

SOMERSHAM, HUNTS. 

ON Wednesdav, the 16th, the Festival of 
the Lord's Day School in connection with the 
Baptist Meeting took place. 

The day was dull and wet, but it was a 
happy day for children and friends. 

The children were qnestioned at the chapel 
by Mr. Whiting, Needingworth; after singing 
and prayer by the pastor, another hymn and 
prayer, the children, one hundred and twelve, 
partook of tea, and then retired to a field to 
amuse themselves. 

At fiye o'clock npwards of two hundred 
friends sat down to tea in the barn kindly 
lent by Mr. Robert Childs, the superintendent 
of the school. 

A public meeting was held in the evening; 
and, after a few remarks from Mr. Flory upon 
the Lord's goodness to us as a people and 
school, a trilmte of respect was paid to the 
memorv of the late N. Horsley, who was one 
with us last year. An Ebenezer stone wns 
erected in praise to the Lord Most High. Mr. 
Ward Somersham, next addressed the meet
ing, ~bowing that_ the Lo~d_blesse1 ~eeblc in
strumentality in his cause m _the Mimstry and 
in the Sabbath School. Mr. Whiting spoke 
upon the benefits of scriptural education,. 
and took as the foundation of some precious 
remarks, " Ye are no more strangers," &c. 
Eph. ii. 19. 

After a vote of thanks to Mr. Childs, teach
ers, and friends, one of the most pleasant 
meetings closed by singing, " All hail the 
power of Jesus' name," and supplicating in
tercession for Heaven's blessing. 

"THERt,; WAS NO MORE SEA." 
REV, xxi. 1. 

On Patmos' desolate island once stood 
The beloved disciple in thoughtful mood; 
Ilcing· taught from abovo by vision there, ho 
Spake much of a world where there's no more 

sea. 

In calmness of soul he look'd on the main 
Its billows heaving again and ngain, ' 
His mind was transported where peace would 

be, 
To the rest on high, where there's no more sea. 

Each wave, as it broke on the rocky slwre 
Pictured the limit of Roman power; ' 
As a prisoner now, yet soon to be free, 
He long'd for the world where there's no 

more sea. 

He doubtless thought of his friends far away, 
With whom he had conversed many a day; 
And then of that home where, far happier, he 
Should i:..neet them again where there's no 

more sea. 

Beneath those waters how much there would 
lie 

That was deeply hidden from human eye; 
All the mysteries too, he knew would be 
Made plain in that\ world where there's no 

more sea. • 

The storm-wind might blow, the dark cloud 
appear, 

The lightnings might flash, the tempest be 
near; 

He knew he was safe, and soon he should be 
Where storms are unknown, for there's no 

more sea. 

Long since has he pass'd from this earth away, 
To those brighter realms of heavenly day, 
Where no clouds gather and son·owings flee, 
For the joy is pure where there's no more sea. 
And all the redeem'd by grace Jed along, 
Shall meet near the throne and join in one 

song; 
Not one will be absent, and all will agree 
In the theme of the world where there's no 

more sea. 
Then child of affliction, cheer on thy way, 
Hope' shoots through the cloud her comfort

ing ray, 
The promise is firm, thou surely shalt be 
Ily Jesus brought home where there's no 

more sea. 
R. WYATT. 

OBITUARY. 

WAVE UPON WAvE.-Our brother s. K. 
Illand has again been bereaved of his yalua
ble partner. How quickly in su~cess10n do 
these bereavements, and other tr111.Is,. follow 
some of us i The following is the brief an
nouncement as wo received it :-

On Wednesday, July 9, after a brief scason_of 
severe suffering, Deborah, the endcar_ed wif} 
of Mr. Samuel K. Bland, Baptist Mimstcr 0 

Cheshunt fell asleep in Jesus, triumphan_tly 
anticipati~g glory, and leaning with calm J0Y 
upon her Lord. 
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A TABLET TO THE 

MEMORY OF FATHER EVERETT. 

BY HIS WIDOW. 

(THE last pastor of Zoar Chapel, Upper 
Holloway, was the aged Isaac Everett. 
Our acquaintance with bini:'was not suffi
cient to enable us to write his memoir; but 
his bereaved widow bas furnished it in the 
following letter, which we hope will be 
found_ p_rofitable, not only to the many who 
heard · ana enjoyed bis ministry, but to 
thousands beside, who love a living and 
holy declaration of that Gospel w bich is 
the ·power of God unto salvation to every 
one that truly believeth.-En.J 

In reply to a wish expressed that some 
one ,would send a sketch of the life and 
labours of Father Everett, the last pastor 
of Zoar Chapel, Upper Holloway, an effort 
is here made to give a short account of his 
early life, conversion, his call to the minis
try, his work in it, and, finally, of his cle-. 
parture from this wilderness, and his 
blessed entrance into the promised land 
of peace and glory. He bas left ·an account 
of the Lord's dealings with him, which ex
tends to the corn pletion of his thirty-fifth 
year. He was born of poor but industrious 
parents, in the"village of Melbourne, near 
Royston, in Cambridgeshire, January 17, 
1791: his parents (having a large family) 
Were compelled to set him to work at eight 
years of age; up to this time the father's 
poverty prevented his putting his son to 
any school ; but the Lord did his own 
Work in his own way. When he was nine 
fears old, he was visited with keen convic
tions, which were awakened within him by 
the awful circumstances attending the 
death-bed of his uncle (an ungodly man), 
Who declared, at the Inst, that the clevil was 
Waiting to receive him. This made a 
Powerful impression on his mind, which 
continued with him more or less till be 
Wus fourteen years of age. He prayed 
often and earnestly that he might never 
come to so miserable an encl. After this 
~IIJJe those convictions disappeared, ancl 
11• associated with profane companions 
;1nti\ he was nineteen yeni·s of age. -when 
~: lllarried, he resolved to nlter his course 

1,hfe, nnd to atteml n place of worship, 
IV Heh he did for some time. Convictions 
Duw followed him sharper than ever, being rev· 

VVed and strengthened by the execution, 
or.. XII.-No. 130. 

at the Old Bailey, of two of his former com
panions. The Lord of heaven and earth 
appeared for his deliverance: he was re
proved for his base conduct by a good man, 
which was not very pleasantly received; 
yet it pleased the Lord to make this re
buking Nathan the honoured instrument 
of bis conversion; he led him to chapel, 
and the discourse that evening was from 
Ephesians v. 14. Isaac thought some 
one had told the minister all about him, 
as be brought forth the sinfulness of his 
character. On the following Lord's Day 
he went of his own accord to the same 
chapel, as be was in great anguish of spi
rit. He was without hope; his convictions 
became stronger; his trouble and his ter
ror seemed overwhelming. He was tempt
ed to stay from chapel, and to such a height 
dicl his mental misery rise at tbis crisis, 
that, through the dni·kness of despair, be 
fell into a state of derangement, which con
tinued nine days. This insensibility of 
mincl appeared afterwards as a dream. It 
was succeeded by a gleam of hope, but 
dni·k clouds soon collected again; various 
were the temptations under which" he suf
fered; the most awful was an inclination 
to commit suicide. These struggles lasted 
until the 18th of April, 1813, when peace 
of mind was given. Raving now obtained 
the manifestation ancl assurance of the 
pardon of his sins through the blood of 
Jesus, be felt as much lightened and deli
vered as Christian did when his burden 
fell off. He now leni-ned to reacl, an,l began 
to teach the children in the Sunday-school 
amongst the Wesleyans. After this ho 
became a visitor for the Strangers' Friend 
Society. After this, he received an invita
tion to preach to the poor in the work
house: he had 1·epeatecl applications be
fore he consented; but after he hacl once 
engaged in it, he took delight in the work, 
and was proposed as a preacher l,y tlie 
brethren, and received an invitation to 
preach a trial sermon before them, He 
was sent to the Waltham ALbey circuit for 
two years with much nccq,tunce, an,! re
mninecl a minister amongst them for 1mu1y 
years. ,v e have no document to show how 
the Lord extricated him from the errors of 

K 
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1Yesleyanism, and brought him into the 
blessed truth, with the fnll light of Gospel 
grace, as preache,l by him amongst the 
Strict Baptists; but we collect the following 
brief particulars. He was bapt.ized about 
the year 1830, at Bethel Chapel, City Road, 
by Mr. Lucombe. Shortly after that be 
himself baptized, iu the same chapel, seve
ral persons who were brought, under the 
Spirit's teaching, to follow our divine Lord. 
He preached for some years at the East 
End, in Half-moon Street, Bishopsgate ; 
in Bethesda Chapel, Great Garden Street, 
"\Yhitechapel; for seven years in Somers' 
To11'n; and was for eight years an itinerant 
preacher, in connection with the Strict 
Baptists; and his last labours of love in 
the Lord's vineyard were in Zoar Chapel, 
John Street, Upper Holloway. The fol
lowing is in bis own writing :- "After 
having preached the Gospel for forty-two 
years, I was parted from my people, and 
went out to preach the Gospel, where God, 
in bi, Providence, should call me. - This I 
continued for seven years, during which 
time I received many invitations to settle ; 
but as I had no wish to do so, I continued 
to attend once a month at Ilford, Wal
thamstow, Hounslow, Goring, Reading, 
Swallow-field, Thea.le, and many other 
places, till January, 1855. About this time 
my constitution began to give way, and my 
mind and spirits became very low and de
pressed, till I could neither work nor 
preach.· I told the people accordingly 
that I must give up, and I did so about 
the latter end ofJanuary,1855. I received 
an invitation to preach at John Street, 
Upper Holloway, on the first Lord's Day 
in February, to which I agreed. Soon 
after, I received the following letter:-

"' April 4, 1855. 
"' DEAR BBOTHER,-By reqnest of the 

Church meeting at Upper Holloway, I in
vite you to supply ns for three months, 
with a Yiew to the pastorate. I can assure 
you the Church is unanimous in their 
desire for you; the Lord having blessed 
the Word delivered by you from time to 
time, to the refreshing of our souls, and to 
our spiritual edification. 

"' JOHN BATTSON.' 

"I returned a friendly reply, stating I 
found a will, but my nerves were unstrung, 
my spirits broken, my natural strength 
diminished, my constitution broken up, 
my age sixty-four; and I could not think 
oJ l.,ecoming a pastor again : but I received 
a unanimous call to become their pastor, 

and, after much pmyer and considero.tion, 
I accepted, and commenced my stated lo.
botll's amongst them the first Lord's Day 
iu June, on which do.y I received ten mem
bers into the Church; of this number I 
bo.d bo.ptized seven. I felt liberty iu 
preaching Christ to them, and ho.ve no 
reason to doubt that it was the Lord who 
brought me to Upper Holloway; to what 
end, is best known to Himself, but it was 
the joy of my soul to behold the blessed 
increase of Clu-ist's kingdom.'' He writes, 
January 19, 1856 :-" I am this day sixty
five years of age ; I hope I have known 
the Lord for the last forty-five years. I 
have been forty-three years in the ministry." 
His last text was Nehem. i. 7. From this 
time the health and energy of this tried 
and faithful servant of God declined ra
pidly; those that were with him, and who 
watched him with affection, could perceive 
that his days were short : he was swiftly 
drawing nearer and nearer to the close of 
his mortal career. He had to undergo 
three operations to relieve him from the 
painful sufferings attending his complaint, 
which was a complication of diseases. He 
did not wish to live longer, but he prayed 
that patience might be given unto him, 
and that he might be kept from murmur
ing. The night before his departure he 
was in great agony for about three hours; 
aft.er that be sat up in the bed, like Ja.cob, 
strengthened, while e. spiritual light of 
celestial rapture illumined bis counte
nance; he poured forth the fulness of his 
soul with rapid utterance for above half e.n 
hour, with great energy; it flowed like a 
torrent from his lips : but we could not 
ilistinctly understand, except a few words 
at different times. " Lord God of Abra
ham, a.men, and amen," we heard distinctly 
and with great vehemence, and it filled all 
that WE!re present with delight: we thought 
it was like the day of Pentecost. A s~ort 
time after he laid down and st.J:etched bun
self out, and fell asleep in Jesus. He ne
ver moved hand nor foot, but be breathed 
till five o'clock the next day, June 9th, 
1856. 

Thus ended the last days of Isaac Eve
rett, aged sixty-five, of No. 83, Charlton 
Street, New Road, King's Cross. 

8ARAl1 EVERETT, 

His mortal remains were deposited at 
Highgate Cemetery, on the 16th June, 
1866. Mr. James Nunn kindly gave an 
address over the grave. 
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THE REVELATION OF JESUS 
CHRIST. 

REVELATION i, 1. 

THE above portion of Scripture at once 
gives us the substance of the whole vo
lume of inspiration; for "to Him give all 
the prophets witness," and "the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." "And 
beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself;" as He said 
to his enemies, "For bad ye believed 
Moses, ye would have believed me; for he 
wrote of me;" and as saith the Holy 
Ghost. For David speaketb concerning 
him, and the apostle adds, "I speak con
cerning Christ and the church.'' And 
when the eunuch asked this question, viz. 
"I pray thee, of whom spea.ketb the pro
phet this? of himself, or of some other 
man? Then Philip opened bis mouth 
and began at the same Scripture, and 
preached unto him Jesus." So that, as the 
Master bath said, they, the Scriptures, 
"testify of me.'' And do they not, in
deed, testify of his Godhead and manhood, 
of bis divine Sonsbip and Mediatorsbip, 
of his ancient guarantee on behalf of the 
whole election of grace, and of his having 
betrothed them unto Himself for ever, 
of his incarnation, obedience, sufferings, 
death, resurrection, ascension, sessio_n, and 
intercession? And in the revelation of 
this unequalled subject, Jehovah hath 
" abounded toward us in all wisdom and 
prudence; having made known unto us 
the mystery of his will, according to h_is 
good pleasure, which he hath purposed m 
himself." 

Ancl sure I am the Church of God can 
never sufficiently bless the Lord the Spi
rit for revealing so much of the Almighty 
Person, love, blood, righteousness, and 
rich salvation of God's dear Son, as He 
hath been pleased to do in the word of the 
truth of the Gospel. And to be led into 
communion with Him, in and by this reve
lation as suited to all our wants and 
wounds, guilt, ruin, death, and sin by that 
most gracious teacher the Holy Ghost 
(for all the children are to be taught of 
Rim and by Him in their day nnd genera. 
tion), is heaven upon earth. 

"'Tia heaven on earth, 'tis heaven above, 
To see his face, and taste his love.'' 

lfow insipid are nil things compared with 
a revelation of Christ to the soul! John 
81l.id, " When I saw him, I fell nt his feet 

ns dead;" and Paul said, "When it 
pleased God" (not, as some woulrl fain 
have it, when I thought proper to re
nounce my Phariseeism, to act faith, and 
to summon my free-will powers into exer. 
cise: no), "who separated me from my 
mother's womb, and called me by his 
grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I 
should preach him among the heathen." 
What was the consequence? Why," strait. 
way he preached Christ in the synagogues 
that he was the Son of God." So that, 
from that time until he finished his course 
whh joy, was his almighty and most pre
cious Lord the sum, substance, and com
prehensive whole of his ministry. And 
what bears the least comparison with this 
subject, nay, what is worth preaching be
side ? fa it not worse than waste of time 
to substitute anything in its place? 0 ye 
ministers of his, that do his pleasure, tum 
not aside from this unequalled subject to 
please any! And, 0 ye redeemed of the 
Lord, and called by his grace, listen to 
none save those who, like our Apostle, are 
determined not to know anything among 
men save Jesus Christ and Him crucified 
who preach not the creature, but the Crea
tor ; not the puny doings of mortals, but 
the glorious, perfect work and finished sal
vation of the Christ of God; not man's 
free-willism and duty.faith, but the invin
cible work, operation, and power, teach
ing and anointings of God the Holy 
Ghost. 

And blessed are those who can, from ex. 
perimental evidence, adopt the language of 
John:-" That which was from the begin. 
ning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, of the 
Word of life ; for the life was manifested 
(revealed), and we have seen it." "We be
held his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of tlie Father, full of grace and 
truth." The people that walked in dar~ess 
have seen a great light, G~d was man1fe~t 
in flesh. We were eyew,tnesses of his 
majesty said Peter; have I not seen 
Jesus Christ our Lord? said Paul; these 
things, said Esaias, when he saw his glory 
and spnke of Him. And what was srud to 
Simeon holds good spiritually to all 
J ehovah's predestinated people : ,~z. they 
shall not see death before they have seen 
the Lord's Christ, and then most cheer
fully will each say, " Lord, now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace, according to 
thy word, for mine eyes have s~en thy sal
vation," A faith's view of Chnst disarms 
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t.he soul of all fear respecting denth nnd 
dying, and fills it with all joy nnd peam~, 
so thRt it is n most plensant thing for the 
eye to see the sun. Thtts said the Apostle. 
"God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, bath shined in our hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the tace ( or person) of 
Jesus Christ, who is the brightness of bis 
glory·, and the express image of bis person;" 
so, as He Himself said, " He that hath 
s~en me, bath seen the Father." Not but 
that they are di8tinct as to personality, but 
one in essential divinity, or essence, power, 
majesty, !md glory; and he that honouteth 
not thus the Son by ascribing to Him as a 
person in the Godhead all that adoration 
and wor5hip which is due to the Father, 
equally no less to the Son, honoureth not 
the Father. 

But I must stop. The God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory, give 
unto his dear people more and more of the 
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
1.,iowledge of Him, antl sweet communion 
with Him, that each may know blessedly 
the contents of that portion, viz., "we all, 
with open face beholding (in the Gospel) 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord;" 
and if a sight of this mighty Hllir be so 
soul-transforming in grace on earth, what, 
Oh, what must it be to behold Him as He 
is in his full-orbed glory! 

Now to Him that is of power to esta
blish you according to bis Gospel, !!nd the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 
REVELATION of the mystery, which was 
kept secret since the world began, but now 
is made manifest, and, by the Scriptures of 
the Prophets, according to the command
ment of the everlasting God, made known 
to all nations for the obedience of faith. 
To God, only wise, be glory through Jesus 
Christ for ever. Amen. So prays one who 
wishes well to Zion. W. BIDDER. 

PREACHING IN PURITY AND 
PATIENCE. 

[Extract from a Sermon preached at Bil
lesdon, on August 3, 1856, by F. W. 
Thompson.] 
"And let us not be weary in well doing : 

for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not."-Gal. vi. 9. 

THE Apostle is just about finishing bis 
epistle to the churches in Galatia, and 
after shaxply reproving their conduct for 
adhering to the old rites, which he had 

litbohred to show were oot!tlhtled becllll!lil 
they were pleasing to th8 flesh, and not 
according to the Spirit, he reserves this 
sweet portion of Scripture as his final and 
earnest desire that they should not be 
weary in ~el1 doing ; btit, ihspited with 
contl.dence of 1·eapi111;t lti dtte titne, amongst 
other things his heart llnd tnittd is fl±ed 
on the ministry. Just preceding these 
words we read, 1< Let h!rti that is taught iu 
the word communicate uttto hint that 
tencheth in all good things;" lind, "beat ye 
one another's burdens." Do you love the 
trttth ? be not weary in srtpporting it. 
Outward circumstances are dismal enough 
in this place-to see so few gathered toge
ther in iL chapel like this. is the secret 
disciple here? the outcast, the poor, the 
faint, the vessel of mercy? i feel as if it 
were even so-and bow sweet the Messing! 
The work of God in the soul is 118 immov
able where two or three are met together, as 
in the great congregation : therefore, "be 
ye stedfast, immovable,. al ways 11.boilnding 
in the wotk of the Lord, fo:rasnirich as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord;" though nothing appears, as far as 
mortal eyes can see, to hold you up : but 
the eye of faith. can pierce the cioud, and 
see the band of God engaged to save the 
meanest of bis sheep. 
"The feeblest saint shall win the day, ' 

Though death and hell obstruct the way." 

The path of much tribulation is the way 
to the kingdom of heaven, and some of 
the Lord's choicest saints are sowing in 
tears nearly ail their days, but they shall 
reap in joy. We know not the length of 
this path, neither can we measure out the 
cup of human woes ; but the Lord will de
liver, help, and save his people, as the pro
phet says, " He that feareth God shall 
come forth of them all." In this world 
how often is that saying true, " one· soweth, 
and another reapeth :" for instance,-you 
build a house, another inhabits it; you buy 
a farm, another possesses it; and rich~s 
are uncertain; yea, all you have and o.r_e _18 

vanity: but "he that sowetb to the S~m\: 
shall, of the Spirit, reap life everlastrn~~ 
This corrupt form must sink under 1 
Adam nature, and years tell us-sickne~, 
s01-cow and pain tell us-that. the ma.la Y 

' be un-increases, and we, too, must soon .1 t 
clothed, and go to the dark an~ si en 
grave before we put on incon-uptwn. b 

In patience possess ye yo1;1r souls-:\: 
Spirit is life-life from God mcorruptib ' 
which liveth and abideth for ever. on; 
with Christ, in God, I will not fear, th011g 1 
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unbelief tnge 11t1d swsll nt times to make 
iny Way dark; yet; instead of mo1ting my 
soul, mnkes me better able to meet the 
fiery darts of the wicked; nnd I do believe, 
lls Calvin said, lt is possible for a belle,er 
" to look With contempt upon danger :" it 
is II long time ainoe I read the words, but 
they are still with me. Are we, then, to 
have no fathers in the present day ? we 
have thousands of instructors, but how few 
who lead us on to see that even in this 
present evil world the Gospel affords con
fidence and certainty-why then denlt out 
so sparingly? Keep these things back, 
and a part of the Gospel is wanting; yea, 
if these things be in you, and abound, you 
will soon look at all your enemies until 
you see no danger, no fear. "With Christ 
in the vessel I smile at the storm." 

But many despise and reject these truths, 
and often say we do not preach to sinners ; 
you must speak to them, whether you feed 
the Church of God or not: but I don't 
know bow to do this in the same breath. 
"Let all things be done decently, and Hi 
order;" there is a portion provided, and the 
Word of God contains it: the Son quick
eneth whomsoever He will, and the same 
word which is appointed to build up, and 
strengthen you, the Lord can send home 
to the heart of one dead in trespasses and 
sins; so that declaring the whole counsel 
of God is opening up all the Gospel con
tains, and those truths which are thought 
unfit for the conversion of sinners by many 
professors and their teacher;;, are the very 
means employed by God to bring his peo
ple to himself. The love of Christ, then, 
to my soul constrains me to speak the 
truth in love; but to offer the things of 
God to everybody and anybody, and to 
force them on the mind of carnal men by 
vain e:ll'l:iortations, contrary to the truth, 
and setting up free will and the ability of 
man to enjoy at any moment such costly 
treasure, is another Gospel, which is no 
Gospel at all, because it does not contain 
a word for the living in Jerusalem : it ls a 
solemn mockery to be sowing to the flesh, 
because it pleases man. The effort of the 
Galatians is still the fashion of the day, 
though in another form. The offence of 
the cross will not cease, after all is done 
and said; but the uncertainty of the will, 
mind, juclgment, and counsel of mnn must 
end in dishonour. Who values the exhor
tations more than those to whom they are 
addressed? The Scriptures, without the 
quickening power of God, are only the let
ter of truth; and just so ns regards the 

·exhortations-there must be a '[ttickening 
Spirit to produce obeilience. David said, 
" I will run the way of thy commandments 
when thott Rhalt enlru-ge my heart." The 
child of God at times feels great desire, 
Without the power to act; and he must be 
in the Spirit before he can act so as to 
obey Goel rather than man. You may do 
all the good yon can, and, if you be a be
liever, you will do it to the Lord and not 
to man, Boast not of merit; beware of 
pride ; flee from idolatry. We love to see 
much fruit: if there be a good root, there 
will be good fruit-love, joy, peace, long
sufl'ering, gentleness, goodness, faith. 

.THE BIBLICAL HiTERPRETER. 
No. III. 

BY SAMUEL COZENS. 
MINISTER OF BEULAH CHA.PEL, SOMERS TOWN. 

[WE regret the long interval between these 
pieces; but they have been by us mis
laid.] 

AsAPH, AND CHIUsT's AscENSION. 

AsAPH - A'-saf, a collector, gatherer, 
finisher, one that assembles together, one 
that finishes and completes. The son of 
Berechiah was a prophet and a seer, who 
composed psalms under clime inspiration, 
and was ordered by King David to sing 
them in the tern pie service, and to insert 
them in the psalter, where they now stand 
with his name to them ; which are the fol
lowing,-50, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 
81, 82, 83. Some say be could not be the 
author of all those psalms, because several 
of them contain allusions to later period9, 
but let it be remembered that Asaph was 
11 prophet, a seer (1 Chron. :uv. 2; 2 Chron. 
xxix. 30), who spoke of things future as 
present. His compositions, as an Historio
g1·apher, are most authentic. .Agreeing 
with the Pentateuch of Moses, see Psa. 
lxxviii., in which be gives a history of the 
Israelites from their first coming out of 
Egypt, to the . times of David. His p1·e
dictions, ns n Prophet, were the most im. 
portant. In Psalm lxxiv. and l:uix. he 
predicts the destruction of the city and 
temple of Jerusalem, by Nebuchadnezzar, 
and the Babylonish captivity. In 1. ancl 
lxxv., the first coming of Christ in the 
flesh, and his second coming to judgment. 
As a Christia11, his expe,·ience was deep. 
As a Divine, his doctrines were precions. 
Asaph was a type of Christ. First, in the 
interpretation of bis name. A gatherer, 
unto whom the gathering of the people 
shall be, Gen, xlix. 10; Psa. I. 5. A finisher, 
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He finished the work of redemption bis 
Fat.her gaye Him to do, by fulfilling all 
righteousness, finishing transgression, 
conquering all enemies, satisfying justice, 
1·atifyiug all promises, endlll'ing the penalty 
of death, and by obtaining eternal salva
tion for his people. Secondly, in the pei·
petuity of his s1!ffe1·i11gs, lxxiii. 14. Thfrdly, 
in his i11/ercessio11 for the people, lxxiv. 2, 3, 
19, 21, in which Yerses the people are de
scribed :-lst, as God's purchased congre
gation; 2nd, as his redeemed inheritance; 
3rd, as his dwelling place; 4th, as his turtle 
dove; 5th, as his poor; 6th, as the oppres
sed; 7th, as needy. Fourthly, in his pam
bolical ministry, dark sayings, or the things 
which were kept secret from the foundation 
of the world (Matt. xiii. 34, 35), or eternal 
mysteries, such as the dateless love of God 
to his people, his eternal choice of them, 
and his everlasting covenant with them, 
Psa. lviii. 2. The sons of Asaph consti
tuted the first class of the temple singers. 
When engaged in their duties, they were 
arrayed in white linen, and stood at the 
east end of the altar, to make ONE sound 
to be heard in praising and thanking the 
Lord, saying, For he -is good: for his mercy 
endureth for ever, 2 Chron. v. 12, 13. 

ASCEND, to mount, or climb upwards :
The people shall ascend up, J ash. vi. 5. 
Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
Who shall enter the church of Christ? 
Who shall be admitted into the fellowship 
of saints ? Who shall have access to the 
baptismal sign, and the blessed bread ? 
He that bath clean bands (be that is pure 
in practice ; hands denote actions ; clean 
hands the quality of those actions), and a 
pure heart (he that is pure in principle) 
from which flows purity of life. · Christ's 
ascending into heaven, while He continued 
on the earth, yea, bis being in heaven at 
the same time as He was talking with Nico
demus on earth ( John iii.13 ), declares Him 
to be the Lord of glory, the God of infinity, 
who is everywhere present, and nowhere 
absent. Christ, by bis ascension ( forty 
days after his resurrection), carried home 
to Lis Father's court the princely imperial 
honours of war, the glories, trophies, and 
triumphs of his death; therefore, says the 
Holy Ghost, when He ascended on high, 
He led captivity captive ! as it was usual 
for the Roman conquerors to fasten the 
spoils and conquest of war at their chariot 
wheels, and then make an open show of 
them through the city royal; thereby they 
dedicated a song of immortal honour to 

their names; so the Lord Jesus Christ by 
his death conquered sin, by his resurrec
tion He triumphed oyer it; but, by his as
cension, He rode in triumph through the 
palace royal of heaven, as the captain of 
our salvation, with a train of victories over 
sin, death, and hell, fastened to the cha
riot wheels of his salvation, as 11n immortal 
warrior, whose vestment is dipt in blood; 
therefore immortal praises are ascribed 
unto his name for ever. 

The ascension of Christ to heaven was 
foretold by four sc-riptui·e prophecies, and by 
four scripture types. 

The first scripture prophecy is in Psa. 
xlvii. 5, "God is gone up with a shout, 
even with the shout of eternal victory ( as 
above) over all bis foes." The second pro
phecy is in Psa. xxiv., " Lift up your 
heads, 0 ye gates; aud the King of glory 
shall come in. Who is this king of glory? 
The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord 
mighty in battle." The thfrd prophecy is 
in Psa. lxviii. 18, "Thou hast ascended on 
high, thou bast led captivity captive." In 
his death by his blood, He redeemed all 
his people from the captivity of sin, Satan, 
and all other enemies. At his resurrection 
He led out the captives of the grave, Matt. 
xxvii. 52, 53. Who they were is not known; 
some have thought them the ancient pa
triarchs, as Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, and Job. Others think they were 
Zechariab, the father of John the Bap
tist, John Baptist himself, old Simeon, 
Joseph, the husband of Mary, and others, 
well known to persons then alive. Thus 
Isaiah's prediction was accomplished, xxvi. 
19. Ainsworth says on these words, 
" Christ's enemies, sin, Satan, death, hell, 
&c., were by Him subdued, his elect, cap
tived by Satan, were of Him redeemed." 
Thefom·th prophecy is in Mic. ii.13, "The 
breaker is come up before them." ( See 
BREAKER.) 

The first Scripture type was Enoch, the 
son of Jared, who was translated from 
earth to heaven, from mortality to immor
tality, without tasting of corruption, Gen. 
v. 24; Heh. xi. 5. The second type was 
Elijah, who was carried up to the he_avenly 
mansions without seeing corrnptwn, 2 
Kings ii. The third type was the yearly 
entrance of the high priest into the sanc
tum sanctornm with sin, atoning bloo?, an~ 
precious incense, Exod. xxx. 10; Lev1t. XVl, 

12-15; Heh. ix. 7, 24,25. Thefourlh typ~ 
was the bringing up of the ark of Go 
from Kirjath-j.earim to Monnt Zion, 2 _Sam, 
vi. Psalms xxiv. and xlvii. are . s111d to 



SEPTEMBER 1, 1856.J AND OHRlSTIAN RECORD. 203 

have been penned on account of the ark's 
ascension to Zion, the resting-place of 
Ismel, and the dwelling-place of the Most 
High. 

The manner of Christ's ascension, or in 
what sense He might be said to ascend: not 
figuratively, as God is said to go down and 
to go up, Gen. x.i. 6, and xvii. 22, nor in 
appearance only, as it might seem to be
holders, but in reality and truth; nor was 
it a disappearance merely, as in Luke xx.iv. 
31, nor was it in a visionary way, as the 
Apostle Paul was caught up into the 
third heaven; nor in a spiritual manner, in 
mind and affection, in which sense saints 
ascend to heaven, ;when in spiritual frames 
of soul; but really, visibly, and locally; 
this ascension of Christ was a real motion 
of his human nature, which was visible 
to the apostles, and was by change of 
place, even from earth to heaven. 

MAZZAROTH; 
OR, THE 

TWELVE SIGNS IN THE BIBLICAL 
HEAVENS. 

( Continued from page 180.) 

IN the few remarks I have made on Si
meon's character, I hope I have been 
under the influence of the best of all 
teachers; and in going somewhat further, 
I pray to be instrumental in laying open 
another page of thnt deeply-hidden wisdom 
which lays within tbe folds of that hea
venly register, the WoRn OF Gon. I will 
not this month digress, if I can hold tbe 
1·eins of my thoughts tight enough. I 
must be brief; for we are in deep waters, 
and where the "VESSEL" may be driven 
none on earth can tell. 

lenting about Simeon; also .Joseph thought 
his father Jacob would much less feel Si
meon's being bound than any other of bis 
sons; therefore Simeon was bound and 
put into prison. There was an opportu
nity for him now to reflect upon all his 
evil deeds-whether it was to the humbling 
of his spirit is not said; but when the 
brethren returned with Benjamin, Simeon 
was released. Simeon sowed cruelty and 
he reaped accordingly; let this be remem
bered by us-it is not possible to avoid 
sustaining injury ourselves when we inflict 
injury upon others. This is one of the dark 
consequences of the Fall. I gladly tum 
from it, and invite my readers' attention to 
two things. First, to the triumphs of 
mercy over the evil results of sin; and 
secondly, to the faithful fulfilment of every 
part of the Word of God. Read the fol
lowing from Thornley Smith's "History of 
Joseph." He says : "Israel's curse did not 
fall upon the persons of Simeon and Levi, 
nor yet upon the persons of their children 
and posterity, but only on their sin. 
Would no sad consequences, then, follow 
from their conduct? Hear the old man's 
words:-' I will divide them in Jacob, and 
scatter them in Israel.' ' If you mark,' 
says Bishop Andrewes, in a singular but 
admirable sermon on this passage, 'the 
punishment is very proper, and well-pro
portioned to their fault. Their fault was a 
bad union; their punishment is a just di
vision. Their fault was " hand in band," 
they were too near; their punishment is, 
they shall be set far enough asunder, for 
taking any such counsel any more. So 
whom the devil bath joined, God puts in 
sunder. And a righteous thing it is it 
should so be. For punishments should 
have in them the nature of medicine : 
they cure ever by contraries ; heat by 
cold, drought by moisture. Even as this 
doth-an evil joining by a just disper
sion.' 

In Simeon, see, first of all, a picture of 
the hardness and cruelty of some men's 
hearts. See, secondly, how true it is, that 
what a man sows tbat shall he also reap. 
Jarchi says that it was Simeon who said to 
Levi, when little Joseph approached them, 
"Behold, this dreamer cometh;" and that 
it was Simeon who cast Joseph into the 
pit, and would have killed him outright. 
Such was Simeon's cruelty. He was a 
man of a fierce and desperate disposition. 
When, therefore, we read, in Genesis xiii., 
that Joseph would take one of Ja.cob's 
sons and keep him as prisoner, while the 
others went to carry corn and bring down 
Benjamin, the historian says, "Joseph 
took from them Simeon, and bound him 
before their eyes." It is thought Joseph 
saw there was still a hardness and unre-

"Jacob here speaks as a prophet, and 
the prophets are often said to do what they 
predict. This prophecy was literally ful
filled. On tbe division of the land of Ca
naan, the tribe of Simeon received an in
heritance within the inheritance of the 
children of Judah (Josh. x.ix. 1), which, 
however, became too small, so that it is 
supposed that they were 'under tha neces
sity of frequently emigrating from their 
own part of the country, to se~k a resi
dence and bread for their families amongst 
their brethren of the other tribes.' ( See 
1 Chron. iv. 41-43.) There is a Jewish 
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tradition in the Targum of Jerusalem to 
the effect that 'multitudes of Simeon's 
posterity were sc1tttered among the other 
tribes in the c1tpacity of teachers, so that 
the Hebrews were accustomed to se.y that 
every poor scribe and schoolmaster was a 
Simeonite.' Then, e.s to the tribe of Levi, 
it had no inheritance in the land; but 
'the children of Israel gave unto the Le
vites oat of their inheritance, at the com
mandment of the Lord, cities and sub
urbs,' so that they were indeed scattered 
throughout the country. (See Josh. xxi. 
8.) Their punishment, however, was 
turned into a blessing; for they were 
chosen to perform the services of the ta
bernacle, and J ebovah himself becauie 
their inheritance.'' 

" Simeon and Levi are brethren.'' Of 
this Old Testament Simeon there really is 
but little said of a cheering character; 
but be is joined with Levi, and although 
Moses says not one word of Simeon, be has 
e. most remarkable prediction respecting 
Levi. (See Deut.xxxiii.8-11.) .A.more glo
rious prediction of the character and work 
of the gospel ministry I never have found, 
nor do I think the Old Testament fur
nishes anything more brilliant, more com
prehensive, or more coITect. Here is a 
sign indeed of the first magnitude-an 
hieroglyphical star hung up in the biblical 
heavens, wherein every feature of a true 
and living ministry is drawn by the Spirit 
of the true and living God. This Leviti
cal prediction is " a bundle of mynh " I 
never saw untied vet. If the Lord would 
open it to me, an"d in me, I shall cheer
fully give to my readei,s all that is given to 
me; but I feel my mental and spiritual 
destitution so deeply, that I really fear to 
approach a mystery so sublime. If any .of 
my brethren have clearer light into this 
Word than I may be favoured with, I trnly 
hope they will be enabled so to throw in 
their light as to remove all the darkness 
and difficulty hovering over my mind. I 
would consider the prediction in the fol
lowing order :-1. The tribe of Levi as re
presenting the separated and sanctified 
servants of God, and officers in the main
tenance of the worship of bis house. 
The Levites were a kind of outcasts. In 
the settlement of the land of Canaan, the 
sons of Levi had no share in the division; 
they had no inheritance with their breth
ren. How strong and emphatic is that 
Scripture-" At that time, the Lord sepa
rated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, to stand before 

the Lord, to minister unto him, and to 
bless in his name. Wherefore Levi hath 
no part nor inheritance with his brethren 1 

the Lord is his inheritance, accorcling as 
the Lord thy God promised him.'' In a 
worldly and temporal point of view, I have 
said, they were a s01-t of outo11sts; they 
had no share in the land. Ancl how true 
this is of the greater portion of the Lo1>d's 
ministers to this day. I know many of 
them, poor follows I they have no po.laces, 
nor fl000l. per annum pensions; they 
have neither houses nor lands ; they have 
neither farms nor fruitful fields. The ris
ing or falling of the funds is not a matter 
noticed by the!D. Their inheritance, gene
rally speaking, is the Bible, the throne of 
grace, the gospel of Christ, and the hearts 
and the prayers of e. few poor people, 
among whom they live and la.hour, and 
from whose bard earnings is derived th(l 
small pittance whereby the " earthly 
house" of the poor Levite is kept together. 
Could you look into his cottage-(beg par
don, I mean bis parsonage )-on many 
days in the week, you might have full 
proof that he is both a teetotaller and a 
vegetarian; for a small piece of bread, a 
few nice potatoes, and a glass of clear cold 
water makes up his healthy and his eco
nomical meal; and for the most part he is 
therewith content. It is quite possible 
that when the poor provincial Levite hears 
his noble and valiant metropolitaI\ brother 
exclaim in the pulpit at P-- R-c, "I 
have 1800 congregation and 700 members, 
and they keep me well! "-I say, it is just 
possible that a little sprig of old .A.dam's 
weed, called " carnally. coveting," might 
then spring up, and he might almost wish 
some such portion had fallen to him; but 
he may wish long enough in such days as 
these, when churches and chapels are 
nearly as thick ns the streets, and when 
popular parsons are every day coming into 
such amazing notoriety that no places can 
hardly be found I11rge enough for the 
crowds who flock to feed upon tbe dainties 
there provided. Nay, indeed, from all that 
I have seen for many years, if a man be 
sent to work in the Lord's vineyard (un
less he have some extraordinary natural 
gift; unless be marry some very rich wife; 
unless he be called to stand in the well-pre
pared shoes of another, as the Manchest~r 
Standard-bearer stands in the shoes of his 
venerable predecessor; or, unless he be 
left executor to a property for which n~ 
owner can be found - unless some 0 

these "accidentals," as they are called, 



SrnPTEMBER l, 1808.J AND OHRISTUN REOQBD. 205 

foll into his lap), lie muRt be resigned to be sisters, lands, 4,o.; but if not in kind, it 
" 11 respeotable, well-dressed country pas- shall be in eq11ivalency: he shall enjoy 
tor, passing rich at twenty pounds a-ye11r." more in God than all creatures would be 
But what of that? If the Lord be hia to him were they multiplied an hundred
inheritance, the unsearchable riches of fold. The gifts ancl gr11ces, the comforts 
Christ are his eternally; and with him, at and consolations of the Holy Spirit, are 
Jost, it must be well. a thouR11nd times sweeter and better por-

" Levi and his BDl'.IS," says Dr. liawker, tion thE1n all the hous!)s and lands this 
"were all types of our LORD JEsus, JE- worlcl contains. 
HOYA.His HOLY ONE.1' They were also My own path has been one of umrnually 
types of 1111 Christ's tnw ambassadors; heavy trial. For above thirty years I have 
and then the first fe11ture noted of them is had w11ve after wave: my own sinful heart, 
POVERTY, 11s regards an earthly inheritance. and ever-willing hands, have made for me a 
Tal1e the Bible, and read therein how the succession of heavy sorrows ; but in the 
word " PooR" stands identified with every- midst of them all I have many times been 
one:s worldly position who h11s been called so enriched in soul-feeling by the unfold
to do business in the spiritu11I vineyard of ing of Divine truth, and have been so 
the Lord. It is emphatically declared of favoured in preaching and in private con
THE MASTER," Ye know the grace of our verse with the living in Jerusalem, that I 
Lprd Jesus Christ, that, though he was coµld not wish to exchange my position 
rich, yet for youi· sakes he became poor, with tfie richest worldling on earth . 

..Jilt.at ye. through his pov.erty might .be n. · eh." While on this point, I must refer to one 
• connection with this, 'do you mE1rk the scripture which has for some years been a 

strong sympathy Christ h11s with the poor? trouble to and a witness against me. Paul, 
He says, I' I will feed the tlock of slaugh- in bis second epistle to Timothy, says, 
tar, even you, 0 poor of the flock." It " Thou therefore endure hardness as a 
was "the poor '1 of the floak that waited good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man 
upon the LoRD, and they knew bis Ward. that warreth entangleth himself with the 
"Unto the poor was f(ie Gospel preached," affairs of this life; that he may please 
ancl it was preached by them that were him who bath chosen him to be a soldier." 
poor; for the first disciples said, '' Lo I we This scripture has for years stood point 
have left all, and have followed thee." blank against me ; because when the first 
They left ships, boats, nets, ani\ all, and church was formed over whom I was pas
wellt after Christ. And Paul could sA.y, tor, a kind gentleman distinctly offered to 
f' for whom I h11ve suffered the loss of all secure ta me 80l. per annum if I would 
t,hings." And what wllB Christ's answer? leave the printing business and devote 
'! Verily, I s11y unto you, there is no man myself entirely to the ministry. But I had 
th11t bath left house or brethren, or sisters, 11 young family, and m11ny fears as regards 
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, my ministry; and I hnd not confluence 
or lands, far my sake, 1md the gospel's, to believe that the Lord would supply my 
but he shall receive an hundred-fold now, needs; wherefore I refused, and resolve,! 
in this time, houses, and lirethren, and to keep close to my trade, still preaching 
sisters, and mothers, and children, and every Lord's day, and Rometimes in the 
lands, with persecutipns, and in the world week. But, from that -cery rejection of an 
to ooma ETERNAL LIFE." How can such a offer so noble and needful, I trace all the 
declaration be understood? Where shall dreadful troubles that befell me. Judging 
I turn to find a true exposition of sµoh a· from circumstances, if I bad left my lmsi
scripture? Some men, in modern tin1es, ness, given myself up to the Lord, and his 
have had very little to leave for Christ's work, I should never have known those 
aake, They worked bard in manual labam dreadful sorrows which afterwards befell 
for II few shillings per week; now they me. A cleaving to my business, and try
work glariouRly in the Gospel, and receive ing to do more than I could do, has thrown 
bountiful remunerations. Look 11t the low those chains arouncl me that I sometimes 
estate of William Huntington, William fear never can be removed. I write these 
G11dshy, John Warburton, and many I things only as ca11tio11s to the many thou
might name, but I forbear. Still the sands of young men now coming up into 
question returns, Is Ohrist's answer in the ministry. To them, I say, first, be 
Mark x. 29 to be understood literally? sure, by prayer, by close self-examination, 
One s11ith, Christ doth not mean literally by II diligent observance of all Providen
that a man shall receive a hundred brethren, tial dealings, and by the use the Lord 

K ~ 
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makes of you among his people, that the 
Lord has chosen you to be a soldier. Do 
not yon rnn about asking the churches to 
enlist you: bnt if the chmches will run 
after you, -if they 1n·ess you into their 
ser,;ce -if in that senice the dew of 
heaven rests upon yon-if the liberty of 
the Spirit be enjoyed by you-if the saints 
cnnlinuc to receive you-if the word of the 
Lord is opened in you, and s11ccessf11/ly 
proclaimed by you,-then, secondly, be 
cnreful how you become entangled with 
those secular matters which may injure 
you bodily, spiritually, and circumstanti
ally ; for no man can possibly serve two 
masters. 

I am compelled abruptly here to leave 
this part of the subject, but, the Lord 
permitting, you shall hear again next 
month from CHAS. ·w ATERS BANKS, 

NO LIE IS OF THE TRUTH. 
DEAR Mn. EnIToR,-I am far from 

thinking that the admission of such 
pieces as that by " Let's have all the 
Truth," and " Anti-Bigotry," is a great 
boon to the readers of the "VESSEL." If 
their views be the truth, they might sign 
their names ; or are they ashamed of t/iei?
gospel ? I am not ashamed of the gospel 
of Christ, nor of being known as one who 
adheres to the exhortation of Jude-" Ear
nestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered to the saints." And at the 
outset I may ask-How can it be the duty 
of man to possess that which is alone the 
gift of God? Repentance is the gift of God 
(Acts v. 31, xi. 18). Faith is also the gift 
of God (Eph. ii. 8). And while the Lord 
Jesus said," No man can come to me, unless 
the Father which bath sent me draw him;" 
and, " All that the Father giveth me shall 
come to me,"-I would eooner take his 
words than all the words of all the duty
faith men in the world. For He bath 
said, " Heaven and earth shall pass away, 
but my words shall not pass away." And 
I do not hesitate to say, whosoever asserts 
or teaches such doctrines, contradicts, and 
gives the lie to Him who is alone " the 
truth." It may he said this is strong language; 
it is so, and truth requires it. (2 John 10, 
11.) Now what saitb the scripture? Why, 
of a.11 who believe, they testify that they 
are "born again." Do they procure or 
produce their own birth ? No ! they are 
born, " not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of man, but of God." They are 
a "new creation." Have they created them-

selves? No ! they are "his workmanship, 
created in Cbrist Jesus." They are quick. 
ened. Who quickened them? " The Son 
quickeneth whom He will." They are 
begotten. What! by their own act or 
will? No ! " Of his own will begat he 
us with the word of trnth." Now it may 
be said, all this is granted. So it is, and 
contradicted in the next paragraph, and 
the very opposite contended for. And then 
the question is asked, "Why require what 
is impossible?" God bas not been· pleased 
to reveal the why. But He bath declared 
the impossibility (1 Cor. ii. 14 ). Then, 
again, God bath not lost his right to de
mand obedience, or to command repent
ance, though man bas lost all power to 
obey; yea, his very impotency is his sin; 
for God made man perfect. But under the 
influence of the carnal mind, man always 
thinks his own inventions best. 

The man with the one talent, in the 
gospel, charged his master unjustly wheuf 
be said, " Thou art an austere man; thou 
takest up that thou layedst not down, 
and reapest that thou didst not sow." All 
who contend for duty-faith and repentance 
appear to have the very same idea, and to 
be in the vety same position. Out of their 
own mouth may they be judged. And what 
saith the Lord concerning such ?-Go, do 
your duty, and make two talents of the ond 
No ! but, " take away the talent, and give 
it to him that bath ten." Then, in regard 
to every text adduced, that to some persons 
seem to favour such views, they declare 
solemn and incontrovertible facts; but it 
is man's fiction to say, that because such 
declarations are made, it is man's duty to 
believe and repent. A writer in the " Gos
pel Magazine" well and truly observes, 
"Men fancy they can obey most of God's 
commands. There is one, however, which 
I find generally stops them, viz. ' Make 
you a new heart' (Ezek. xviii. 31 ). This 
they usually acknowledge to be impos
sible; and yet until they have that heart 
they will never do or think anything tl1at 
is good; for from the old or natural heart 
nothing can come but evil." (Mark vii. 21, 
22.) Rath God by his prophet declared 
the truth? " Can the Ethiopian change 
his skin, or the leopard his spots? then 
may ye also do good, that are accustomed 
to do evil." Then this is a complete and 
decisive answer to all the advocates of 
duty.faith in the world; for the mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken it. 

W. Hourns, 
3, New Street, Dorset Square, 
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EPISTLES TO THEOPHILUS. 
LETTER XXVII, 

MY GOOD THEOPHILUB,-You know that 
it is written that the law: entered that the 
offence might abound, but where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound. Now you will 
at once see that this abounding of grace 
does not mean everywhere where sin bath 
abounded; sin bath abounded in the Fall, to 
the final condemnation of thousands, where 
neither grace nor mercy has ever come. What, 
then, is the conclusion? it is this, that where 
conviction, by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
enters the conscience, there it is, that the sin 
of the heart is brought to light (Rom. vii. 1), 
the conscience becomes burdened, and the 
spirit of such an one is broken down. He 
tastes the wormwood and the gall, and here, 
and here only, it is that grace abounds and 
reigns with unerring and infallible certainty 
unto eternal life. Do not, my good Theo
philus, lose sight of that new covenant to 
which you belong, nor for one moment be 
moved by the jargon of those whose " arro
gant humility" leads them to boast of_ yield
ing themselves up to the letter of Scnptnre; 
that is, they are so arrogantly humble, that 
they content themselves with the sound of 
the Scriptures, but trouble not themselves 
about the sense and meaning of the Scriptures. 
Pity the poor simple Apostle Paul should, in 
his Epistles, especially those to the Romans, 
the Galatians, and the Hebrews-pity .he 
took so much trouble to give the sense and 
meaning of the Scriptures. . If he had ~een 
but versed in the modern smence of umtmg 
free will and free grace, or rather of one time 
serving one master, namely, free grace, and 
another time serving another master, namely, 
free will. 0 Paul, you simpleton! if you had 
but known how to serve two masters, you 
would have had no occasion to say, wherefore 
serveth the law ? You would have had no occa
sion to say, if by grace it is no more of works, 
otherwise grace is no more grace. Oh no, the 
Simeons • or rather Simons of modern times, 
would t~ach us to be good Catholics, and be 
content with the letter. There it is, and we 
must ask no questions for conscience' sake, 
nor must we even ask our God and Saviour 
to open unto us the Scriptures. It is true 
the opening up of the Scriptures did make 
the hearts of the disciples burn within them; 
but I suppose we must not think much of 
that, because the poor simple disciples had no 
religion, except what they had from above, 
which perhaps may, in a measure, a?count 
for their bcino- so anxious for many thmgs to 
be explained to them; and indeed the great 
Teacher was and is still, kind to us, even iu 
our weakne;ses; and so it was, th~t for this 
weakness this iricapacity in not bemg able to 
content t'hemselves with the sound without 
the sense, he indulged them, cncourag~cl 
this weakness in them, rather th1111 not; tor 
when thev were alone, he expounded all things 
to his disciples (Mark iv. 84). Well, my good 

• See last month's VESSEL, p. J 05. 

Theophilus, I am not at all sorry that you 
are the subject of this same incapacity, this 
same weakness. You may well glory in this 
infirmity, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon you. 

Well, these Simon-anythings hitppily do not 
practise all they profess, or not a man of them 
would have a right eye, a right hand, or a 
right foot, left; for if they took the letter just 
as it is, they must, if they practise what they 
profess, part with at least some of their pre
cious members. Yea, I know not how they 
could continue to live at all; for it is written, 
" Put a knife to thy throat, if thou be a man 
given to appetite" (Prov. xxiii. 2); and I 
suppose they have such a feeling sometimes 
as that of appetite. I am sure even for their 
health's sake I hope they sometimes have this 
feeling, and I hope they always do their duty, 
and with heartfelt gratitude at all times thank 
the Lord for what they have. 

But, my good Theophilus, as you belong to 
the incapacitated, and are so weak-minded 
that you like to know the sense of things, I 
must, for your profit as well as my own, just 
notice a few Scriptures. 

" God said, Let there be light, and there was 
light;" and just so it is where God commands 
repentance,-He commandeth all men every
where to repent (Acts xvii. 30). Now look at 
the explanation of this (Luke xxiv. 47), that 
repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations; and 
He is exalted a Prince and a Saviour to give 

entance unto Israel, and remission of sins; 
this Israel are a people out of all nations, 

for those that be Jews inwardly are the Israel
ites indeed. Unto these, one by one,-for ye 
shall be gathered one by one, 0 ye children of 
Israel,-unto one by one of these God com
mands repentance into the heart, as He did 
into the heart of Saul of Tarsus; and nil such, 
and none but such, will stand well at the judg
ment dav: and so all Israel shall be saved. 

"All ID.en everywhere,"-that is, wherever 
his people are: He knows where they are, and 
will search out his sheep. This command is 
like, " Lazarus, come forth!" It is not a mere 
letter command, but a living command; that 
is what the Lord is pleased to make it-a 
liviug command: no room for duty-repent
ance here. 

Peter's exhortation to Simon Magus I have, 
as you know, disposed of in a former letter, 
and that in a manner that no one can gain
say. 

Again: "Except ye repent, ye shall all like
wise perish." Well, and" except a man be born 
again,he cannot enter the kingdom of heaven ;11 

but is it the duty of the creature to regenerate 
his own soul? And so a declaration of the 
necessity of repentance no more implies it was 
their duty than it was their duty to regenerate 
their own souls. Its being their duty to re
pent with a repentance which is unto life a□d 
salvation, is an infe,·ence that men unwarrant
ably and unsoripturally drnw from such 
scriptures as these. The necessity of repent
ance, n.nd fruits n10et for repentance, is to be 
preached unto all men. It is a testimony 
w hioh God will own and bless. only let that 
testimony rest upon 1·ight groi:rus. But theso 
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dnh·-foith nwn dare not. admit. the new cove
nnn't in its own order into thl'ir systetn ;-it 
wonhl spoil the flesh-pleasing, eloquent, Pe
lngian, part of their oratory. But, my good 
Theophilus, be not thou like unto them. 

Again : "He that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abidet.h on hin1." 

The wrath of God abideth on him! of 
eonrse it does; it came upon all men by their 
fall in Adam, and he who is not born of God 
is -still under that wrath. None can savingly 
belie\'e but those ordained to eternal life; is 
it, or was it., their duty to make their Creator 
before the foundation of the world ordain 
them to eternal life? The lost have no vital 
relationship to the new co,enant, and, there
fore, it is neither their duty nor their privi
lege s,wingly to believe. Again; "If I say the 
truth, why do ye not believe me?" Well, my 
good Theophilus, we have a very plain answer 
to this question-here it is, John x. 26: "Ye 
believe not, becau,;e ye are not of my sheep;'' 
but men infer that it was their duty savingly 
to belie,e : that is what men infer, but the 
Saviour does not say so; his explanation is, 
" ye belie,e not, because ye are not of my 
sheep." I am snre you, my good Theophilus, 
will prefer the wheat to the chaff, the duty
faith doctrine is the chaff, the Saviour's ex
planation is the wheat; and what is the chaff 
to the wheat? saith the Lord. 

"If ye belie,e not that I am he, ye shall die 
in your sins;" but they believe not, because 
they were not of his sheep: nor does 
Sa'l'iour tell them that they could believe 
that it was their duty to savingly believe. 

"And when he is come, he will reprove (con
~·ince) the world of sin; of sin, becau,;e they 
believe not on me." Does this mean the sin of 
unbelief merely? no, certainly not. Take the 
words in their proper connection, you then 
get the sense: of sin, because they believe 
not in me; of righteousness, because I go to 
my Father; of judgment, because the prince 
of this world is judged. Now, then, no one 
can rightly, savingly believe in Christ unless 
he be convinced of his state as a sinner before 
God; and as no one does by nature, or can 
believe sa,ingly in Christ, therefore, in order 
that they ,nay uelieve in Him, the Holy Spirit 
convinces them of sin; of sin, because without 
this conviction they do not believe in me, 
and then being convinced of sin, they then 
become convinced of the perfection of the 
righteousness of Christ; of righteousness, be
cause I go to my Father; and then they go on 
to be convinced of tlie final negative put upon 
the Prince of Darkness; but what has this 
beautiful order of the Holy Spirit's work to 
do with the soul-deceiving doctrine of duty
faith ?-Again: "He that believeth not God 
bath made him a liar; because he believeth 
not the record that God gave of his Son." 

The Scriptures bring home to every rea
sonal,le man's bosom a conviction of their 
truth; and it is tlie duty of every man to act 
accordiug to the light thns brought to him; 
but if some be giveu up to a reprobate mind, 
and rn <leny the truth of the Scriptures, does 
it follow that, because they close their eyes 
to tuose convictions of w b1ch they are capa-

ble, that it is, thm•efore, their clnty to be ht 
possession of what God alone can bestow? 
Bnt does the Apostle allude to the infidel nt 
all? Docs he not allude to prnfessors who per
vert the trnth, and so it\ reality deny the t1·1te 
record, or witness, or testimony (for 1tny one 
of these words will answer to the original) 
which God hath given of his Son? And tin~ 
is the record, or testimony, that God HATH 
GIVEN, not oflered, but liath given to us eter
nal life, and this life is where it can never be 
lost, it is in his Son. Now he (as all free
willers do) that denieth the certainty of this 
life, maketh God a liar. 

Thus, my good Theophilus, you will under
stand the Scriptures much better without the 
doctrine of duty-faith than with it, as it is 
clear to you that if it be the duty of all men 
savingly to believe in Christ, then the new 
covenant loses its force and meaning. A tes
tament is of force after men are dead, other
wise it is of no force at all while the testator 
liveth; but Jesus is risen to carry out every 
item of that testament which his death for 
ever confirmed. And you know this is all 
our salvation and all our desire. But how 
shall those professors escape who neglect this 
great salvation? A poor sensible sinner will 
never fatally neglect this salvation. His lan
guage is, I am poor and sorrowful. Let thy 
salvation, 0 God, set me up on high! 

And you know also that the Apostles were 
unto God a sweet savour of Christ in them 
that are lost, because they have told the 
truth concerning them; and in them that are 
saved, because they have told the truth con
cerning them also; and the truth they have 
told concerning each is, that the election bath 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded; that 
the Lord had mercy on whom he would, and 
w horn he would he hardened; that all by na
ture were alike; that it :ivas grace that made 
men to differ. Thus were the Apostles unto 
God a sweet savour of Christ by telling out 
that truth which wins the election of grace 
to Christ, and conquers and confounds the 
others, and puts it ont of their power to over• 
throw the truth or the counsel of God. His 
enemies shall be clothed with shame ; but 
upon Himself shall his crown flourish. 

"I gave her space to repent." This is the 
repentance of- reformation which was her 
duty; but givipg space to repent is one thi~g, 
to give repentance itself is another-quite 
another thing. 

"How much sorer punishment!" Yes, cer
tainly, apostate, malicious, persecuting profes
sors, no doubt, treasure up to themselves 
wrath against the day of wrath. It was their 
duty to abstain from that wilful conduct 
which they knew to be wrong. 

A LITTf,E ONE, 

Theophilus will perceive that I have _here 
run through those Scriptures quoted m ~ 
piece 011 page 194 of last month's "V1cssEr,; 
The writer of that piece signs himself, "Let 8 

have all the truth." As I cannot, m Jn)'. letj 
ters to you, take any more notice of, 1nm, 
hope some one signing himself ''.Lets liav~ 
notliin.<J but the Truth" will teach ]um the way 
of God more perfectly. 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST, 
AND 

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 

THE TIIIRD OF A SERIES OF LETTERS AD
DRESSED TO THE THIRD SON OF AN 
ANXIOUS ISRAELITE, NOW RESIDING AT 
DRIDGE, IN KENT, 

THE RESTORATION OF ZION CONSIDERED : 
SEVEN PRINCIPAL TllINGS ESSENTIAL 
THERETO, 

Saturday Evening, July 26. 
llfy DEAR BROTHER RoBERT,-After work

ing as hard as brains and bodily strength 
would admit through another week, I am 
now leaving Euston Square in an express 
train, hoping to reach Woodford, in North
amptonsliire, this evening, where Sunday
School Anniversary Sermons are to-morrow 
to be preached. This Nortliamptonshire jour
ney has been a long time in contemplation. 
The friends there have had a deal of trouble, 
and I have been sorely opposed in going; but 
I must be there, if the good hand of God will 
hold me in safety. I hope there is a some
thing to be done that none on earth beside 
can do, and that thereby the Lord will be 
glorified and the Church made to rejoice. 
This is the third consecutive Sabbath l have 
been from home. It is a trial to me and to 
some of my friends; but my work in the mi
nistry in London has so long appeared declin
ing, and the calls for me in the country have 
been so numerous and urgent, that I have 
very much left the former and cleaved to the 
latter, although fears, like floods, have threat
ened to drown my faith, and make a wreck 
of my feelings and all I possess. The Church 
in Unicorn Yard has long hung her harp on 
the willows. The cloud over my head has 
gathered thick, and that cloud has darkened 
my mind; the people could not see (in cir
cumstances) where I was, so off they ran, 
lest in the darkness of the night they should 
lose their way. I could tell you of many 
things; but 1 hold back for the present, 
not being without a little hope that in some 
way, and at some time, the Lord may yet 
lift up my head and set my feet in a more 
even path. 

As I left home this evening my heart was a 
little stirred within me with a desire to be 
the instrument, under God, of once more 
raising up the walls of our earthly Jerusa
lem; and while I thought on these things, a 
plan for effecting s~ch a rest?rati_on appeared 
to fall into my mmd. I will give you the 
outline, it may be useful to some. 

First, then, there must be deep and holy 
desires in the hearts ot' the people toward 
such a restoration. The building of the 
altar, the making ot'the ark, and the rearing of 
the tabernacle, nil were done by express 
command from heaven. When the second 
temple was to be built, it is said (in Ezra) 

that all them whose spirit God had raised 
went to the work. I wish to feel, and I hope 
some of my dear people feel, a warm desire 
to see such beautiful words as those in Isaiah 
!xii. 4 fulfilled: " Thou shalt no more be 
termed Forsaken; neither shall thy land any 
more be termed Desolate; but thou sbalt be 
called Hepbzi-bah (My delight is in her), and 
thy land Beulah : for the Lord delighteth 
in thee, and thy land shall be married." 
Love to Christ in the hearts of his dear peo
ple will indeed constrain them to labour for 
Him. When we get more of this it will be 
well. The saints of God can sing very ear
nestly sometimes-

" Come Holy Spirit, heavenly dove, 
With all thy quickening powers; 

Come, shed abroad a Saviour's love, 
And that shall kindle ours." 

Secondly. Prayer to God for his presence 
and blessing to restore the Church to useful
ness and honour, is essential. When the Lord 
said to the people of old, " I will take away 
sickness from the midst of thee," it was in 
connection with their obedience to the voice 
of the angel which the Lord would send be
fore them: "0 hear his voice, said God, for my 
name is in him." Prayer is like that angel. 
True wrestling prayer is of the Lord's giving 
and working; it goes before our deliverances, 
it goes before our recoveries, it goes before 
our usefulness and happiness (if it is not al
ways recognised in the experiences and exer
cises of the saints). I mean this: if a good 
man shall say to me, " I had mercies brought 
to me before I prayed for them-I had deli
verances wrought for me before I ea.lied upon 
God for them,"-well, that may be; but still 
I will say, prayer went unto God before 
those mercies and deliverances came to you. 
In proof of this, hear what our Lord said to 
Peter, "Simon, Satan bath desired to have 
thee that he might sift thee like wheat; but 
I have-I have in the past tense-prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not." Oh, this is a 
mercy that our great High Priest ever liveth 
to make intercession for us. Still the prin
ciple holds good. If Zion is to be restored-if 
the Church is to prosper-if the ministry is 
to be successful, I will say, in the wholesome 
words of Joseph Hart, " the remedy is before 
thee-Pn,\y." When the Fall came in, with 
all its floods of sin, Satan thought he had 
cut off all intercourse with God, and that 
Adam's fallen fa_mily must for ever be driven 
to darkness and eternal death-the Black 
Sea of iniquity covered the land, and the wa
ters of Jordan overflowed all the banks, so 
that no sinner could wade through, swim in, 
or climb over those awful floods; even Christ 
himself, when He came into the work of 
suretyship-w hen He came to stand in the 
sinner's stead-He cried out, "Save me, 0 
God, for the waters are come into my soul!" 
Ah think! He not only had the water-floods 
of the Church's trnnsgression beneath, but 
there wero th& vials of wmth poured o,it 
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from nbove. Oh, "'hat tremendous words 
are those l "Deep calleth unto deep at the 
11oisc of thy water-spouts ; all thy waves 
Hnd thy billows are gone oYer me." TraYel
ling in the greatness of his strength, Christ 
passed through, finished his work, returned to 
l(lory, and now for all his own He pleads, and 
doth prevRil. Love in the heart, and prayer 
l(oing up to heaven are two essential works 
toward rcst01·ation. The other five I can 
only name i,n this paper. 

Thirdly. Unity among those who are on 
the Lord's side. Where this is to he found, I 
know not. There are bnt few Churches, or de
nominations, or even Christian people, that 
haYe union one with another. Still there is 
a secret and a vital unity among true be
lievers-it is a unity of faith in the person 
and cross of Christ as the source ancl means 
of ml n,tion. 

Fourthly. To effect a 1·estoration, we 
must have the diligent, the honest, the per
se,-ering use of all the appointed and of all 
probable means. Industry in Zion, and the 
going forth of earnest labourers, is one of the 
best features of our times. 

Fifthly. A willingness to sacrifice time, 
talent, and possessions for Christ's kingdom is 
another essential. 

Sixthly. Faith leaning on the promises 
which predict Zion's prosperity; and 

Lastly. The removal of all stumbling
blocks and hindrances. 

The rlay that beholds these things shall see 
a restoration in our Churches. 

Woodford, Nortl,amptonshire.-The train 
conducted me safely to RingRtead station, 
about eight o'clock on the Saturday night. 
There, on the platform, I stood a perfect 
stranger: black clouds were in tbe heavens, 
rain was pouring on the earth, and what was 
before me I could not tell. I passed over the 
rail into the road: a boy said, "Are you go
ing to Woodford, sir?" "Yes," I said. He 
had a gig-we mounted; but I was full of 
fears, for I thought it was a fly-away, and we 
had such steep hills to descend that I was 
rather disposed to walk than ride. We had 
proceeded some distance when a beautiful 
shower came down upon us. My little coach
man and I crept under the hedge, and the 
horse and gig stood in the road. As I had 
no umbrella with me I was well watered; and 
in this way walked to the farmhouse of Mr. 
Mitchell, where the greatest possible kindness 
was shown me, both by himself and his godly 
housekeeper, Miss Ruffell, for which I shall 
ever feel thankful, I am sure. I was soon in
troduced to their minister, Mr.Clements, whom 
1 believe to be a very worthy brother; and 
after some refreshment retired to rest. 

Woodford is a small town In Northampton
shire, it stands partly on a Jump of pretty little 
hills, which gently drop you down into a sweet 
quiet valley, and by looking out of that val
ley you may see RmgsteRd and Raunds: the 
latter place is where our brother Abbott 1s 
located, and they say he is the soundest man 
in the neighbourhood; but some of those loud 
;,xtollers soon turn crucifiers. I hope Robert 
Abbott may spend many happy and useful 

years in Raunds. An account of the Sab
bath I spent in Woodford, I will try and give 
yon soon. Dear Robert, I am still tliy brother, 

C. W.B. 

CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
AS DELIVERED BY MR, JJENJAMm DAVms, AT 

HIS ORDmATION AT LEIGHTON BUZZARD. 

WE gave last month a report of one portion 
of the proceedings of the above interesting 
occasion ; and promised the following articles 
of faith as delivered by the newly-chosen 
pastor. 

1st. I believe that the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testament are the word of God, 
being written by inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, and that they are the only ground of 
tbe Christian faith, and the only rule of his 
practice. 

2nd. I believe that there is but one living 
and true God, that there are three distinct per
sons in the Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, who are equal in nature, power, and 
glory; and that these three are one, one in 
essence, c,ne in purpose, oue in all the attri
butes and perfections of Deity. 

3rd. I believe In the distinot personality and 
Deity of the Holy Ghost, who is_ not an office 
character which the Father or Son may as
sume, but a distinct person in the Godhead. 

4th. I believe that our first parent Adam 
stood as the fe.deral head, and representative 
of the whole human family; that when he 
fell into sin, we all fell in him, and have de
rived from him a sinful and depraved nature, 
and stand condemned, the guilt of his sin 
being imputed to us. 

6th. I believe that all men in a natural 
state are totally unable to recover themselves, 
or even to perform any spiritual act what
ever, neither have they any desire for that 
which is spiritually good, but are the willing 
slaves of Satan. 

6th. I believe that Jehovah did from all 
eternity choose a people out of the world for 
Himself, without respect to their works, either 
good or bad, and thRt this ohoice of them was 
an act of his own free and sovereign grace. 

7th. I believe thRt Jesus Christ the eternal 
Son of God was set up ti-om all eternity, as 
the Mediator of the New Covenant, the cove
nant bead, representative and surety of all 
God's elect. 

8th. I believe that the Lord Jesus Christ 
did assume our nature, becoming bone of our 
bone,, and flesh of our flesh, that He might 
bring us to God. 

9th. I believe that Jesus did really suffer 
and die as a substitute for the eleot, w hero by 
He made all that sRtisfaction for their sins, 
whioh the law, and justice of God oould re
quire, so that justice is satisfied, and the law 
mRgnified and made honourable. 

10th. I believe that the salvation which was 
purchased by t~e death of <?hrist is SJ?eoial 
and particular (i.e.), that 1t 1s only designed 
for the eleot of God. 

11th. I believe that the justification of a 
sinner in the sight of God is by the righteous
ness of Christ imputed to him without any 
righteousness of his own, 
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12th. I believe that the work of regenera
tion, conversion, sanctification anel faith, is 
not an act of man's own will or power, but of 
the mighty, efficacious, nnel irresistible grace 
of Goel, anel is the alone work of the Holy 
Spirit of Goel without any aiel from man, 
although man is sometimes useel as an in
strument by the Lorel in the conversion of 
others. 

13th. I believe that every true believer will 
earnestly elesire, anel constantly endeavour to 
maintain, a conduct anel conversation be
coming the Gospel, not workingfor salvation, 
but because he is saved. 

14th. I believe that all those who are chosen 
by the Father anel redeemeel by the Son, shall 
be sanctified by the Spirit, and finally perse
vere, so th!tt not one of them shall ever perish, 
but have everlasting life. 

15th. I believe that there will be a resur
rection of the dead, both of the just anel the 
unjust; that the just will rise to the resurrec
tion of life, and the unjust to the resurrection 
of damnation. ' 

16th. I believe that baptism by immersion, 
is an ordinance of God's appointment, to be 
administered to all truly-regenerated persons 
not to re8(lnerate them, but as a sign that the 
Holy Spirit has already done it. 

17th. I believe that it is the duty and privi
lege of all regenerated persons to be baptizecl, 
and after baptism to commemorate the death 
of Jesus, as often as convenient, by partaking 
of the ordinance of the Lord's Supper. 

18th. I believe that we have no authority or 
precedent in the word of God for partaking of 
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper before 
baptism, and that none but baptized believers 
have a scriptural right to the privilege of 
church fellowship. · 

HALES WORTH. 
23rd July, 1856. 

DEAR MR, EDITOR,-Will you be pleased 
to insert the following interesting circum
stance which took place in the Baptist chapel, 
on the morning of July 6th ultimo. 

Mr. William Gooding had been baptizing a 
female sister, and when he ascended the bap
tistry, 11 man who hael been witnessing the 
solemn ceremony broke silence and said, 
"Mr. Gooding, here is water, anel what cloth 
hinder me from being baptizedr" which was 
responeled to by Mr. Gooding: "If thou be
lievest, thou mayest." The good man then 
said," I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God, and that He is the Saviour of poor 
sinners, which I can testify through his good
ness and mercy in raising me from the depths 
of sin and.woe, and has implanted grace in 
my heart, that where sin abounded grace 
does much more abound. This change took 
place about five years ago, during which time 
my mind has been deeply exercised on the 
orelinance of Baptism; and I am fully per
suaded that it is God's instituted ordinance." 
Upon this public profession, Mr. Goodin11 said, 
" When would you like to be baptized r ' He 
sniel, "Now." Then he withdrew into the 
adjoining vestry, took off his coat., waist
coat, neckcloth, nnd shoes, came into the 

ch!lpel,anel they both went down into the water 
together; anel Mr. Gooding baptized him in 
the name of the Father, Son, anrl Holy Ghost. 
After which he walked three miles to get to 
his home in his wet clothes, feeling that 
in keeping God's commandments there is 
great rewarel. While this was going on there 
was a female making preparations to do like
wise, when several friends, actuateel by that 
noble principle, viz. " Let everything te done 
decently, and in order," said, " You hael better 
wait; propose yourself to the Church; then 
you will come prepare,! to change your wet 
things, for she had not previously thought of 
walking through the ordinance then, although 
her mind hael been seriously exercised on the 
subject of Bapti~m. After duly considering 
the consistency of the aelvice, she thought it 
woulel be more proper to wait, propose her
self to the Church, and follow her Lord in 
due order, which she has done; anel very 
shortly we expect she, with some others, will 
be baptized. This, I am happy to say, is the 
way the Lord is blessing the ministry under 
our esteemeel pastor. The house of God is 
filleel morning and afternoon; and during the 
summer months he goes to the adjoining vil
lages and preaches in the open air. These 
opportunities are wonderfully made a bless
ing to the poor needy countrymen and wo
men. To use their own language, " They 
love to hear a finished salvation and in 
through the Lorel Jesus Christ, and the work 
of the Spirit insisted upon;" without this they 
cannot receive any comfort, only as He is 
pleased to take of the things of Christ, and to 
reveal them unto them, proving their aelop
tion anel interest. 

There is one remark I wish to make re
specting the good man, which may pro,e a. 
blessing to some of your numerous reaelers 
that are placed in the like position as he was 
before he burst asunder the bars of so
phistry, and yielded to the dictates of his 
own conscience and to the revealeel will of 
God. 

He has been a consistent member of the 
Independents for some time past; and feel
ing it to be a duty to go and acquaint his mi
nister of his feelings on Baptism, went, but 
alas! he came away more perplexed in 
mind. His spiritual adviser told him that 
Baptism was only a form, and no gooel could 
result from forms; but he felt it to be a com
mand, and every time he perused the word of 
God on this point, the more deeply was he 
concerned : from this motive he went to 
hear and witness the ordinance; and so per
suaded was he of the duty, that it became 
imperative upon him to walk in the ways and 
commandments of Goel blameless. That thou
sands who are thus halting between two 
opinions may go and do likewise, is the desire 
and prayer of 

Haleswo,•th. J. PoocK. 

CHESHAM. 
Chesharn, J,me 13. 

Tms town is snugly laid in one of the 
Buckinghamshire valleys. The worthy Bap
tist pastor, John Parsons, who laboured with 
mo yesterday at Lee Common Anniversary, 
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kindly took me for the night, ~nd gave me 
bed and board. He is one of the few country 
pastors who for some years has stood, and 
c011tinues to ~t.and, in i.1~efulness and 1nuch 
acceptance Rmong his people. At Lee Com
mon, yesterday, he gR,-e us a rich discourse 
on Stephen and his Martyrdom : " He, being 
full or the HolyGhost,looked up stedfastlyinto 
herwen, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the 1ight hRud of God." A 
powerful testimony in proof of a Divine reve
lation. Stephen saw the heavens opened
Stephen saw the glory of God-Stephen saw 
the g;lor1fied Person of the dear Redeemer. 
Facts of this kind are exceedingly cheering 
to weary pilgrims whose hope is in the 
Lord alone. The Chnrch at Lee Common 
dwells "Under the palm-tree of Deborah, be
tween Ramah and Bethel, in mount Ephraim; 
the children of Israel come up to her for 
judgment;" and she bath called one Joseph 
Cartwright to be her pastor-her spiritual 
Barak; but she plainly declares that if he 
runs from her council-chamber so much as 
he of late bath done, the journey shall not 
be for his honour. I was glad to learn that 
the Lord has raised up a young Epaphroditus 
from the midst of the Chesham church, whose 
occasional labours on the Common have 
made the children glad. At Berkhampstead, 
an adjoining town, a shut-up Wesleyan cha
pel has recently been re-opened by Mr. James 
Wells, of the Surrey Tabernacle, on behalf of 
a few friends in the Particular Baptist inte
rest; but whether it will prosper remains to 
be found out in d11ys yet to come. We hope 
to have a happy day at Berkhampstead on 
Tuesday, September 16, when the ordination 
of brother Moores is to take place, if the 
Lord will. C. W. B. 

PRESTWOOD COMMON. 
Prestwood Common, near High Wycombe, 

July 31, 1856. 
ON this Common there is a small Baptist 

chapel. Two-and-twenty years since it was 
enlarged and re-opened by Mr. James Wells; 
and in it the Truth has been and is preached 
in simplicity and to some good effect. At the 
present time the pulpit is supplied by two 
aged men by the name of Wheeler. They 
are brethren in the flesh and in the Spirit, 
and labourers together in the same glorious 
Gospel. On this day we had anniversary 
sermons, and collec_t.ions for the good minis
ters. Mr. Parsons, of Cbesham and the 
" EARTHEN VESSEL," preached. I know it 
was a good time with many. 

IPSWICH. 
On Lord's Day, August 3, seven persons 

were baptized at Bethesda Chapel, Ipswich, 
by Mr. T. Poock, on which occasion he 
preached from Psalm cxix. 7ind verse. The 
gracious Lord fulfilled his sweet promise, 
bis name was poured forth, and the can
didates found that in keeping of his corn• 
mandments there is great reward. May the 
Lord bring away his dear children from human 
creeds, to the same obedience of faith and 
joy of love. ZvAR. 

MENDLESHAM GREEN CHAl'EL. 
DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-I beg a corner 

in your" VESSEL." Four of the Lord's dear 
children, three females 1111d one mnle, after 
they bad stated the nnture of the work of 
God in their souls before the Church of Je
sus assembling in the 11bove-11amed placo, 
were, on the Lord's Day morning, July 7, 
baptized upon a profession of their faith in 
the Lord Jesus. The subject chosen on the 
occasion was, " W11y baptizest thou?" (John 
i. 26.) We do not believe it essential to 
salvation; for we are saved by grace. N()t 
because we consider it meritorious, or ever 
merit anything through attending to it. Not 
that it cleanses persons from sin; for the blood 
of the covenant alone iB sutficient to do this, 
and every believer is fully and freely forgiven 
all sins. 

Therefore, my reasons for baptizing are as 
follows:-

Because Christ commanded it. (Matt.x:ii:viii. 
19, 20; Mark xvi. 15, 16.) Because the Lord 
Jesus left us the example that we should walk 
iu his steps. (Matt. iii. 13,-17; Mark i. 9, 10; 
Luke iii. 21.) Because it is a part of heaven's 
counsel. (Luke vii. 29.) Eecause it W!IS at
tended to in the Lord's presence and by his 
sanction. (John iii. 22, iv. 2-) Because be
lievers formerly considered it a privilege to be 
baptized in the name of the LorJi Jesus. (Acts 
viii. 36-39, x. 46.) Because it &nswers to a 
good conscience toward God. (1 Pet. iii. 21.) 
Because it glorifies God in obeying his posi
tive command. (Rom. xix. 11.) It is a hol;v 
ordinance. ( J as. iv. 17.) lt is a part of Obrist s 
preceptive will. (Luke xvii. 4-7.) By attend• 
ing to it we nckuowledge Christ's kiugly office 
and authority. (Rom. 'liv. ~2-25.) Therefore 
infants possess no right unto it, becau~e it is 
only those that are capable to confess sin and 
forsake it that have !l,ny right to attend, hold
ing fellowship with Jesus in his sufferings. 
(Rom. vi. 3, 4; Luke xii. 50.) 

In the afternoon of tlw same day, we as
sembled together at the Lord's table to re
ceive into tµe Church those four l>aptized be• 
lievers in the Lord Jesus, with two ot4er sis
ters dismissed to us from II sister church. 
The suqject chosen to speak from at the time 
was, "Whom he loved," John xix. 26. The 
leading outlines were-the love of God, it 
was everlasting. ( Jer. iii. 13 ;) also the love of 
God is of a constrniniug nature (l Cor. v. 6). 
It is also a great love disphtyed in the gift of 
Jesus-" God so loved the wodd" (John iii. 
16). It is inconceivable;fortheApostle prays 
that the Church of Christ may know the 
love of God in power and sweetne~s. (Eph. 
iii. 19.) It is also immutable: "Whom Jesus 
loves, He loves to the end.'' (John xiii. 1.) 
Amidst all our changes 11nd sorrows, Ila ap
pears to relieve, comfort, and bless us £It suet 
tnnes as these, when our souls are melte 
down-when contemplating his personal n~
nies and sorrow in the garden and upon t e 
cross. Here is friendship without a flaw, 
love without dissimulation. 

Throughout the day the attendanoe was 
good; the chapel and the vestry was tiJl~d to 
overflowing and a great number of persons 
standing ou'tside, listoni11g with great atten-
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tion. The Lord's presence was greatly en
joyed by the people: it was a time of re_fr•~
ing from the Lord. The good Lord 1s still 
at work among the people here. I do expect 
some others to cast their lot amongst us here. 
The attenrlance is so numerous that the plnce 
is too smnll. For s1.1ch mercies as these 1 feel 
grateful to my Lord and Master for thu• 
blessing such a poor worm of the earth, and 
blessing souls-yea, living souls. Through my 
feeble ministry, the good Lord is blessing his 
own Word to so many of his own sheep here. 
The Lord be praised I 

My dear brother, may the Lord bless you 
11s ll minister of the Gospel, and also as an 
editor! May the" VESSEL" spread far and 
Qear with .t!w fame of Jesus I So prµ.ys yours 
in Jes1.1s, 

$uffoll,, CHAS, E. MERRETT. 

BAPTIZING AGAlN IN Tl'IE SEA, AT 
. . C!IELMONDlSTON, SUFFOL:K. 
A DAY, bette1' than a thousand, was enjoyed 

by the Baptist church in this village, on the 
3rd of August, when the pastor, Mr. Carpen
ter, baptized seven believers in the far-famed 
river Orwell-one of the most beautiful salt
water rivers of which this country can boast, 
winding its course for a distance of about 
twelve miles from Ipswich, where it joins tbe 
Stour and falls into the German Ocean, the 
umbrageous woods and beautiful parks reach
ing, oµ either side, to the water's edge: A 
vessel in the harbour, with her flags h01sted 
-the n·umerous boats and windows filled with 
spectators-and upwards of a thousand per
sons standing on the shore-presented a de
lightful landscape. A large vessel now build
ing served the minister for a pulpit; and the 
whole service being gilded with the rays of 
two suns, the day W!\S felt by many to be 
better than a thousand. At three o'clock 
the chapel was again crowded to excess-the 
newly-baptized party we1•e publicly received 
into the Church, the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper was administered by the superan
n1.1ated pastor, Father Double, 11nd the so
lemnities termin11ted with the gr11teful accla
m'l\ions 9f the people, saying, " What hath 
God wrought I" The Church on this d11y 
wel~omeq to the table of the Lorq several 
members from London and otJier neighbour
ing Baptist churches, who kindly visited them 
on the ooc11sioq, ORS1IBVATOR, 

SOMERSHAM, HUNTS. 
O.w F1•iday,August 1,at Earith Bridge, after 

u. Sermoµ by Mr. ~lderson WiUingh1411, 1.lr. 
Josep\1 Flory bnpt1zed ~ve believers - four 
sisters ( one his beloved wife), and one brother, 
I~ was a hallowed service. 

The vast concourse of persons (nb1n1t 1000) 
appe11re\i ~II nHention. 
· 1!1 the evening, brother Whiting, !It the 

Bapii~t mee\ing, Somersl\111n, delivered n stir
ring and encouragirig ser1Dpn from .;\cts viii, 
89. Ma;y- we hnve many such dnys, u.nd then 
you agam of us shall hear, and Gpd in Trinity 
be praised. 

MANCHESTER. 
DEAR Srn,~ Observing a mi•take in your 

VESSEL to-day, I am obliged to inform you 
"Mr. William FANE" does not preach at 15, 
Dickinson Street, in this clty, as announced 
by you. Whether this mistake is intentional, 
or not, It is not for me to say; but it sounds 
very much like a burlesque, either upon me, 
or upon my ministry; and if so, is highly in
decorous and unseemly. I neitber feign to 
preach, nor feign what I preach; but in sim
plicitg and godly sincerity, according to the 
ability given, proclaim every Sunday in the 
above-mentioned room, the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. 

Feigned words, andfeignedmatters, occupy 
no portion of my ministry, as my constant 
anxiety is to commend myself to every man's 
conscience in the sight of God. 

Yours most respectfully, 
16, Ellen Street, Green Heys, W. TANT. 

Mancheste1', Aug. 1, 1856. 

[THE mistake is entirely the printer's. He 
put "Fane/' instead of "Tant." We are 
not sorry now, as it has given Mr. Tant an 
opportunity to speak for himself; and it 
will greatly rejoice our hearts to know that 
the Lord is abundantly blessing bis mi
nistry in Manchester.-En.J 

EBENEZER, WIDC01tIBE, BATH. 
BROTHER BANKS,-You will be glad to hear 

that since I have been at Ebenezer, the church 
and congregation have grarlually increased. 
On the first sabbath in June we baptized 
seven in the river Avon,-two males, and five 
females, two of the number being high in 
ye1trs. One of the men had got a large lump 
on his knee; being asked how it came there, 
said, "it was by thirty years' knuckleing at 
the throne of graoe.'' 

Very early in the morning I felt deeply 
affected, nod began the sabbatb with weeping 
prayer; and as many people had a desire to 
henr my voice at the water, it devolved on me 
to address the people upon the ancient and 
modern mode of baptism, and the proper per
sons for it. Then brother Huntley baptizecl 
the candidates in excellent order; and there 
was a striking evidence of the presence nncl 
power of God, while a concourse of people 
were struck with nwe. We then retired to 
hold our morning service in the chapel, when 
I spoke on Psalm lxxii. 6, " He shall come 
down like rain upon the mown grass; as 
showers thnt water the earth.'' 

ln the evening we had a good Gospel sermon 
from brother Huntley. The day passed in 
sweet harmony; some gentle breezes from the 
Holy Gltost; some bright beams from the Sun 
of Righteousness; and some gentle showers of 
covenant blessings. 

Since then the church h11s un11nimously 
agreed to give me n call to the pastornte, 11ncl 
I am waiting, and watching, and praying, and 
studying the word and prnviclence of my God, 
to give I\ decided nnswer. 

Yours in the best of bonds, 
GEORGE; l\ELl.AW,\Y, 
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A~ ARMY OF RATLWAY NAVVIES AT 
LIMPLEY-STOKE, NEAR BATH. 

EGTEEMED BROTHER,-Great grace be with 
you, and the "·hole Ismel of Goel. If the 
Holy Ghost was pleitserl to record important 
facts for the encouragement and information 
of those who should succeed the primitiYe 
Church, I feel assured we cannot err in re
cording what our dear Lord is pleased to ac
complish, through the instrumentality of a 
free-grace Gospel, as faithfully proclaimed by 
our beloved pastor, and what delightful ser
vices we had in our little Hill of Zion on 
Lord's day, July 2,, and follo,ving day. Our 
Lord has dealt graciously with us, in making 
brtre his potent ann; n1aking sinners cry out 
from their souls, "Lord, saYe, or I perish." 
The Lord ha,;ng done this, the day was fixed 
to baptize, and the services were as on former 
occasions; an early prayer meeting, when a 
great number of praying souls met together 
from different churches; it "·as, in reality, a 
delightful prayer meeting. One event was 
particularly interesting. A poor old pilgrim, 
bent almost double with old age, leaning on 
his staff like the patriarch, and rejoicing and 
praising God in stopping his prodigal son, for 
whom he had prayed thousands of times, and 
110w he had come to witness his baptism. 
We went to the river side in procession, and 
there were assembled on the banks one of 
the largest congregations ever known .. ~he 
morning was delightful, the sun shmmg 
forth gloriously. After singing, prayer was 
offered by our minister's second-born son, and 
the address delivered by his first-born son, and 
then our pastor went down into the water, 
and baptized four persons in.the name of the 
ever-blessed Trinity. One of the _mei:, wn:s a 
navvey, working on the railway which IS_ be~ng 
made through our village. God, :Wh'? 1s rich 
in mercy, directed the heart of this Vile blas
phemer to come into our little sanctuary, and 
heard from our minister's lips, words that 
broke his heart and sent him to Calvary for 
life and salvati~n; and in consequence of_ this 
man being baptized, we had all the navvi_es of 
the line to witness the solemn proceedings. 
Out of this concourse of people, not one was 
permitted to interrupt. We hope this service 
will prove it was not vain in the Lord. The 
other was the son of a praying parent, :who 
had drank deep into sin, fought with hands 
uplifted high against C:,od, and the prayers and 
admonitions of a pray mg fath~r; b11t now com
pelled by sovereign and ommpotent grace,.to 
throw down bis weapons at the cross of Christ. 
One woman who had regularly attended our 
place of worship more than twent?° years, was 
now caught in the Gospel net. She was !'let 
with at the water side when we bapt1,;ed 
three years ago. Thus. tl!e ~ord_ is mys
teriously working, and brmgmg m his chosen 
vessels of mercy. Our '?hap~! was crowded, 
the sen'ices of a most anunatmg nature. Our 
minister was assisted throughout the day by 
his eldest son. 

Ou the Monday, we had a tea meeting to 
rejoice over the Lord's goodness towards us 
as a Church. About 150 partook of tea. It 
was a delightful season, we had no less than 

eleve11 ministers of the Gospel present; auc\ 
their addresse~ were of II very interesting 
kind, congratulating our beloved pastor in bis 
present position. Among those that spoke 
were our dear brethren Webster, of Trow
bridge; Hawkins, of Bradford; Kellaway and 
Wassell, of Bath; Pearce, of Road. We may 
say we never bad two such days in Stoke be
fore. The Lord has dono great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. JoHN HUNTLEY, 

CRANSFORD, SUFFOLK. 

Trm King of kings bas once more been 
pleased to sanction the ordinance of believers' 
baptism by immersion in this place. 

On Lord's day, April 13, our beloved pas
tor, Mr. J. Bald win, baptized five persons in 
the presence of a large and attentive congre
gation, and among them two young men came 
as spectators; one had been a member of the 
Established Church for upwards of six years. 
Here the Lord was pleased to show him the 
errors he was then em bracing, and the Scrip
ture rule of baptism by immersion for be
lievers only, as a pre-requisite to the Lord's 
table. 

The other, who at that time, was living in a 
careless and unconcerned state, was brought 
by invincible grace to feel the need of salva
tion through the atoning blood and merits of 
the Lord Jesus Christ; and in a few weeks, 
by the help of the Holy Spirit, was enabled 
to lay hold of the hope set before him, which 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both 
sure and stedfast. And on Lord's day, 
Angust 10, our two brethren were baptized, 
and added to the Church, after a solemn 
and weighty discourse by our pastor, from 
Dan. x. 21, "But I will shew thee that which 
is noted in the scripture of truth." Thus 
may the Lord go on to work mightily among 
us, and get to Himself a great and glorious 
name. H. CHAMBERS, 

COTTENHAM. 

ONE of the most spirit-animating, so:uI-_re
joicing, Christ-exalti~g, and God-glor1fymg 
seasons in the experience of hundreds was 
realised on Tuesday last, J nly 22. From 
one to two o'clock a scene of animation pre• 
sented itself in equestrians and pedestrians, 
with numbers of various descriptions of ve
hicles directing their course to the river-side. 
Two ;uns shone forth in great magnificence 
-one from the second heavens, the other 
(and infinitely the most glorious one of the 
two) blazed forth from the third he~vens. 
Various ministerial brethren took part m the 
solemn service. Mr. Flanders delivered an 
important address; and M~. R. q,. Ed w~rds 
then baptizerl seven tee!! believers m the river, 
whilst an holy solemmty seemed to pervade 
all. Greater order and attention was never 
seen in any chapel at any period. Mr. Ayr
ton preached, in the evening, sweetly ~bo~t the 
rock Christ, to a crowded congrcgat10n, and 
in a word it was " As one of the days of hea
ven upon 'earth." 
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. A CHEERFUL MEETING AT BRIDGE 
STREET, GREENWICH. 

ON Tuesday, July 22nd, a good company 
assembled to a tea meeting in our new school
room, after which a pul,lic meeting was held 
in the chapel. Our pastor, Mr. Wilkins, in the 
chair, supported by Mr. Field, our late pastor 
(whose presence was pleasing to many), l\fr. 
Corbett, Mr. Brand, and other ministers. 

Mr. Wilkins gave out a hymn, Mr. Manning, 
engaged in prayer, and Mr. Wilkins explained 
the object of the meeting, and said,-" Dear 
friends, most of you will remember that about 
six months ago, we held a meeting in this 
place for the purpose of endeavouring to raise 
funds to finish the adjoining school-room, and 
books for collecting were issued to many kind 
friends for that purpose; and as I then pro
mised to lay before you a balance- sheet of 
collections and expenditure, I feel a pleasure 
in now doing so, as our call ha'S been responded 
to in a manner that must fill our hearts with 
grateful emotions to our God" (he then read 
from balance-sheet as follows) :-finishing and 
furnishing school with forms, gas stoves, 
40-gallon boiler, &c., 1031. 3s. 7½d,; fees to sur
veyor, &c., 91.; total, 1121. 3s. 7½d. 

There had been brought in on books three 
months ago 601. 8s., and he hoped that the 
remainder of books would bring in the means 
of settling the account. There had likewise 
been 151. expended on repairing, colouring, and 
painting the chapel, and he hoped with God's 
blessing, and his people's exertions, we should 
soon have it paid. But as he did not wish to 
take up much time, he would, with the Lord's 
help, before calling on his esteemed brethren, 
make a few ,emarks on the following three 
points, as connected with God's cause at 
Bridge Street. The past, present, and the 
prospect of the future. 

In speaking of the past, he would venture 
to give a little advice, which was, that every
thing unpleasant should be buried in a deep 
grave, and buried for ever. Had God (for 
Christ's sake) buried our sins in an unfathom
able deep, and cannot we for his sake, bury 
the weaknesses of our Christian brethren? 
He hoped it would not be in a shallow grave, 
dug up again to create more offence than 
if it had never been put under ground. He 
said, there are many things in the past that 
must not be buried (God's past mercies); what 
Heaven-taught soul would wish to bury them? 
Had not the Lord been merciful to the Bridge 
Street cause? had not many been called to n 
knowledge of his truth there? had not many 
tried saints been comforted, by being brought 
to lean more fully on Jesus? and had not 
God's presence been enjoyed by many in this 
building? These things we must not forget. 

The present he compared to a cheerful spring 
morning; a small cloud here and there may 
be seen, but (with God's help) they will pass 
away. The cburch was peaceful; he believed 
of one mind nnd one heart: without, there 
were a few disstttisfied, but the ship must uot 
stop because a sttilor's hat is overboard. The 
Mnstel"s interest, and the Master's glory 1m
P,el us forward, and with the Master ( our 
fl'iune God) FORWARD WE WILL GO, 

The futare: he hoped the church, and those 
that wisbed well to the cause, would persevere 
in prayer for its prosperity, and manifest con
tinually a spirit of love to all; and if we thus 
stood a united, prayerful band, God would give 
strength, and aid, and His presence. 

Mr. John Corbett, of Chelmsford, addressed 
the meeting. He showed the extent of God's 
gift in his Son, and how cheerfully given, and 
that cheerful givers were (in their measure) 
like God: their offerings were (for Christ's 
sake) acceptable to Him. The spirit of the 
giver, not the amount given, was what was 
pleasing to God: the main point to be ob
served was perseverance. The bee brings but 
little honey each time, but by perseverance 
she fills the hive; he had been calculating 
that, if the following scale was persevered in, 
it would soon free any cause from debt. 
Weekly subscribers, 20 at ls., 52l. yearly; 40 
at 6d., 521. ditto; 40 at 3d., 26i. ditto; ltlO at 
Id., 211. 13s. 4d. ditto; 1511. 13s. 4d. yearly. 
He said, "Tradesmen ! cannot God send you 
an extra customer? Fishermen! cannot He 
that holds the winds in his fist prosper your 
vessel? and does not Goel keep you in heal.th? 
then acknowledge his mercies. Persever
ingly aid to uphold his cause, and free it from 
debt." 

Mr. Field addressed the meeting. He 
said, " I feel a pleasure in congratulating my 
brother Wilkins on his position and pros
pects with this people; but more particu
larly I would congratulate him on the glo
rious position in which, at this moment, both 
himself and this people stand. What is it, my 
brother, that constitutes the glory of our 
land? Look at our hospitals, our schools, 
and our asylums, and tell me from what 
source they all spring. Man, in his nature
state, would never have thought of such 
things. Sin had darkened his mind, har
dened his heart, enfeebled his powers, and 
made him selfish and sensual, seeking his _ 
own gratificat_ion by creating misery to man 
and beast; but the operation of God the Spi
rit having brought light into his dark and 
selfish mind, he then, under the influence of 
the love of God, and feeling his great good
ness in the gift of Christ, looks on man as his 
brother; and from this source alone ( the 
love of God) you will find those who formerly 
created misery to nil around seeking out the 
miserable, =d by kindness relieving their 
temporal necessities and seeking to lead them 
to God; and in many cases succeeding, by 
the aid and assistance of his Spirit. And 
this, Christian friends, is your object in 
meeting here. How noble such an object!
That the cause of the Lord might be helped 
forward; that your school-room might be paid 
for; that the children of the dark, benighted 
poor might be taught the way of salvation 
through Christ. Go on in your noble work 
nnd his blessing will rest upon you. ' 

" I will say a few words on three sub
jects. 1st. Themes for thought; 2nd. Mo
tives for actiou; 3rd. Encouragement to ac~ 
tion. 

" One question-What state, before God, are 
you yourselves individually in? do you hate 
your sins and revel'ence yoll{ God in his Jear 
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Son ? do yon feel for the lost position of the 
many that know not God? Oh, how many of 
them live and die neglected by man, and may 
truly say, What man cares/or my soul 1 Your 
presence to-night shows that you do think, 
that you do feel, and that you will aid the 
cause of suffering mankind. 

"Motives for action.-What is man? ('tis 
true )-his foundation is in the dust; but how 
noble the structure that God has built 
thereon ! Think of the value of his soul, and 
ask thyself, " What am I doing for God? " 
Man knows not what he can do till he tries; 
ea.eh can do something to make his brother 
ha.ppy and honour his God. You say I can
not save his son!. True : God alone can do 
that; but remember, He uses instruments; 
and how know you but that your efforts may 
be blessed of God to the delivery of souls? 
Some over-rate the labour of a Christia11, as 
Popery, that tells dying meu whose lives have 
been spent dishonouring God to buy heaven 
by leaving their wealth to the Church; or 
they say by sufferings or labour man can win 
God's love. But some under-rate it, and 
seem to despise it. Christian friends, let 
great principles be kept in their right places; 
and if we do so, we will see in the Christian's 
labour to honour his God and serve his fel
low man-a proof that Goa has loved him, 
and called him to a knowledge of himself, 
and is now working in him to will and to do 
the good pleasure of his Lord. 

"Encouragement to action.-lst. Consider 
Jesus. He took our debt, and paid it too; and 
shall we not aid to clear his cause below from 
debt? What moved Him to do so? Lo-ve. 
And do not his actions prove his love? and 
shall not onr love, if we really possess such a 
feeling, be made manifest by our zeal in his 
cause? 

" Again: Consider the Apostles, the mar
tyrs, and the early Chri&tians. What have 
they not done and suffered? and how has 
God blessed their efforts to the salvation of 
souls and the spread of the Gospel? Are we 
not, under God, indebted to them for our pre
sent privileges? and shall we do nothing for 
our own and future generations? Are Satan 
and his agents not lalxmring? and shall we 
not labour ? What better cause can we la
bour in? Look at the noblest works of man 
-the pyramid, the palace. Nay, look at the 
sun, the moon, the star-bespangled sky; they 
will pass away, not a vestige will remain; 
but your labour of love in the cause of Christ 
will endure for ever and ever. 

" Again: Let every instrumentality stand 
in its proper place as the effect of the Jove of 
God, shown in the gratitude of the humbled 
sinner's every act, and tending to elevate 
poor, lost, fallen man from the depths of the 
lowest hell to the glorious position of a child 
of God. Go forward, therefore, dear breth
ren. The way may be rugged; but God is 
your strength, and the blessed Spitit your 
guide; and in the hour of weakness remem
ber that good ie done, • not by power nor by 
might, hut by my Sr,irit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.'" . 

At the conclusion of Mr. Field's address, 
the Committee retired to the vestry to receive 

subscriptions ftotti the collectors; and Mr. 
Brand then addressed the nteetillg in a con
grntulatory address. 

M1·. Wilkins then gave the following ac
count of the collectors' success1•Received at 
last meeting, 00l, 88,; Ditto at this tne&ting, 
311. 138. aa:; Total received last six months 
by subscription-books· 921. ls. 3d. And as 
the provisions for tea had all been given b)' 
the ladies, the profit& thereon had to be 11dded 
(as it was not )'et known fnlly); and as 
many books were not yet brought in, there 
wonld be another meeting at a future day, 
when the 1·emaining books would be brought 
in; and he doubted not but that the balance 
of the debt would be completely wiped away. 

With many th1111ks to the friends, the meet
ing was conclud,ed with a hymn and prayer. 
It was the happiest and most encouraging 
meeting this people have seen for several 
years; and we tmst it is the commencement 
of a new era of blessings to our cause. 

H. B. 

A LETTER FROM SAMUEL WARD, 
OF NO. 39, NAPIER STREET, COLLllfGWOOD1 

MltLBOURNE, AUSTRALIA, 
DEAR BRO'l'HEl't BANKs,-Grace and peace, 

with the sweet enjoyment of the blessed 
Spirit's power and teaching~ rest upon you, 
and upon all our dear bretnreu in the mi
nistry and service of Christ. I feel they have 
a claim upon my poor prayers and cries for 
their gteat kindness to me and mine, which 
kindness I shall ever remember with a cleep 
sense of gratitude, and a solemn mixture· of 
joy and pain. May- the richest blessings of 
our most blessed Jesus (in his mediatotial 
fnlness) rest upon them, and all tny dear 
friends that love the unmerited, rich, and dis
tinguishin~ grace of God. At my farewell meet
ing, held m Crosby Row Chapel, I promised 
to send a few lines to you for the "VESsn:L," 
and in so doing, I will be as brief as possible. 
Leaving the highly-favoured land of Old 
England our dear friends after the flesh 
-dear brothers and sisters in Christ after 
the spirit-the breaking up of home-the 
parting and last far!lwell-l sh~ll not atte~pt 
to describe; all this wns cuttmg and trymg 
beyond imagination. But the Lord was all
sufficient .; and gave me a settled confidence, 
that ere long in this dark cloud, I shon!d •~e 
the rainbow of peace, and that the famme m 
England wonl_d be the.means und~r ~n o.ll
wise and gracwus Providence of brmgmg me 
to a land of plenty. We reached Liverpool, 
and went on board the "Sultana," and sailed 
on the 21st of October. The wind was con
trary, and many fears now arose in the.mind 
as to whether we should reach the far d1sta~t 
shores of Melbourne. The Lord brought ~hlB 
sweet passage of Scripture to my mmd, 
"While the ark was a preparing, wheroi~ fe"!7, 
that is eight souls were saved by water; this 
gave me much comfort, and was, durmg the 
voyage, an every-day portion. The voyage 
itself was a ve1·y fine one-indee~, I m'tr s~, 
a mere pleasure trip. Many times uri f 
this long and tedious journey did the Lor 
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remind me that He holds the wind In his llet, 
and the waters Jn the hollow of his hand. 
We had but llttlo sickness on board; provi
sions good, and plenty of them ; but with all 
theso comforts, aea ls sea, 11ncl land fa land. 
M11ny are the trials ancl privations that pas
sengers must experience under such clrcnm
stances. We felt very mnch alarmed, for, out 
of 225 passengers, there were but three 
Mnners the.t really felt the plague of the 
heart, myself lind dear wife, and a stranger; 
all the rest were Wesleyans lri heart, and 
many in profession, and two or three preach
ers belcmging to them. We were glad when 
we safely landed in Melbourne, which was on 
the 11th of January, 1856, on a Monday. I 
found a place for my family, till I could hire 
e. house; after a short time I found employ
ment. The first Lord's day I went to Reho
both Chapel; the minister's name, Mr. Mau
ritz, Baptist Minister; after I sat down l.n the 
very neat little newly-built chapel, I thanked 
God and took courage, and thought to myself 
how glad I should be if I could see some one 
from England. 

To my surprise and joy, I saw a man of 
God in the house of God, that used to hear 
me preach at Hacllam. He was delighted, 
and So was I. After service, he told me that 
he and a few of the children of God had been 
like sheep scattered abroad without a shep
herd, and for six or seven months past they 
had been wishing for and praying to the Lord 
of the harvest to send 0ilt !I labourer into this 
part of his vineyard ; · and he said I will see 
some of my friends at Once. He did so ; and 
me and my dear wife were invited out to 
Jake tea the same evening, with a little com
lf>anJ of real lovers of Gospel truth. Oh, what 
a welcome I happy, blessed change as to com
pany; and after having an hour or two with 
these new Australian brothers and sisters, it 
was agreed upon, to give me a call for three 
months; and that the services should be held 
in the most suitable pface that could be ob
tained. It was a:rtanged that one of our 
friends should see Mr. Mauritz, and ask for the 
use of the chapel on every Lord's day after
noon: this was readily granted; and since 
then, Mr. Mauritz has given up his pulpit and 
<;hapel alternately, morning and evening, each 
Lord's day. So we have two services each 
Lord's day, and pre,iching in it also every 
Wednesday evening. What the end of all this 
will be, I must leave with the Lord; this 1 
may say, that it is quite clear, that the dear 
Lord is with us, and gives power with his 
blessed Word; many a pocir withered hand 
has been healed, hard hearts softened-the 
:lialting cheered on his way-the hungry fed 
-the thitsty led to the healin·g stream of 
New Covenant mercy, and as the dogs begin 
to bark, the wolves growl, and lions roar, we 
hope the Lorcl will bring in the outcast, and 
restore the diseased, and thus in our midst 
fulfil his own sweet promise, " the lame man 
shall leap as an hart, aucl the tongue of the 
dumb shall sing." TJi.ere are three places of 
truth here. But there is much breaking 
through and complaining .in our streets for 
want of vital, experimental truth. But I can 
only now say, my leaving England, the way 

the Lord made for myself and family, my safe 
arrival in this country, and the circumstances 
connectecl with my present position, all seem to 
say, it is the Lord's doing, and marvellous in 
onr eyes. I say this not only for the glory of his 
mime, but for the encouragement ancl satisfac
tion of my numerous kind Christian friends. 
May the Lord bless them a thousand-fold for 
his name's sake. I hcpe in a short time to 
send you further particulars concerning our 
progress in the cause of God: arrangements 
will be made for the regular sailing of the 
"EARTHEN VESSEL," every month in the port 
of Melbourne. The Lord help you to keep 
her colours well up to the mast-head of free 
grace, and her hold well stored with the 
Spirit's production; and you need not fear. 

THE VENERABLE HENRY DOWL1.N'G. 
THE announcement given last month has 
been confirmed. The following is from Mr. 
Dowlini,'s own handwriting. Many in Eng
land reJoice greatly that this good man has 
been so long spared, and that, at his present 
advanced age, he is so highly esteemed, and 
still living in usefulness and in the affections 
of his people .. 

Launceston, Tasmania, J,f ay 2, 1856. 
DEAR BROTHER BANKS, - On Monday 

evening, January 7, 1856, at the invitation of 
the pastor of the Baptist church, Launceston, 
Tasmania, a tea-meeting, followed by a devo
tional service, was held, when the pastor, H. 
Dowling, observed that it was to him a sea
son of deep interest-a memorial of the 
Lord's goodness, extending over twenty-one 
years at Colchester, and the same period in 
Launceston, ns also the fiftieth year of his tes
timony of the Gospel. 

This was followed by the testimony of 
some of the brethren to the gracious favours 
of our God to them as a people, with senti
ments of affection towards the pastor, in 
his person and work in the ministry. It was 
a season of instruction and refreshing- a 
time to be remembered_ 

Another meeting, cf the same character, 
took place on March 24, 1856, when the affec
tionate interest of a belovecl Church was 
manifested by an affectionate address, accom
panied by a purse containin)l: 125 sovereigns. 

Not that I desired a gift; but as a fruit of 
the Lord's grace, it is an Eben-Ezer to his 
adored name. HENRY DowtrnG. 

REVIEWS. 
.ofr. John Kershaw's SeNnon for tlte late 

llfrs. Susey Hodgson. One of the happiest 
ministers in all England, is JonN KERSHAW, 
of Rochdale, in Lancashire. In that town he 
was born, brought up, called by grace, put 
into the ministry, ordained as pastor of Hope 
Chapel, and preserved for ,t long senes of 
years in the experimental enjoyment of Gos
pel truth, and in the publication of the glaJ 
tidings of salvation, while thousands have 
fallen on his right hand, and on bis left. We 
had almost saicl we never heard one unkinJ 
word spoken indisparagementcitherofhischa-
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rneter, or 0fhis creed~ hnt we remember s01ne 
littlt' mi1Ii-=-t.~ri:-ll mn1·mnringF- 1 been.use John 
Kcrslt" w did not think so highly of some good 
men as he-would htwe done, if he had known 
them personally; but these little jealousies 
and distance-keepings-these unkind suspi
cions and hard speeches-these are things 
which will be found among the best of men, 
while in this imperfect state they d\\·ell. We 
are more than ever resolved-the Lord help
ing-to speak evil of no minister who stands 
in the truth; neither will we receive an evil 
report against any. We have most bitterly 
proved that Satan can forge and frame, propa
gate and publish, falsehoods the most foul. 
He can also magnify imperfections the most 
minute. and by these means he can divide and 
distress the Lord's family, hurt and hinder 
the Yisible Church, and giye great occasion 
to the enemies to reproach. It shall be ours, 
as much as in ns lies, to resist the adversary 
in this his most dreadful work; and while our 
few remaining days may run out, we will do 
all the good we can for them, and speak in 
the kiudest terms, and hope the best of all 
those who truly and practically "favour the 
Lord's righteous cause," 

We dearly love -a. good man, and the more 
a man breathes Christ's spirit, and is con
formed to the Master's image, the more union 
of soul we feel toward him. We do not recol
lect that ever we saw J0hn Kershaw out of 
the pulpit; we never exchanged one word with 
him, nor do we ever expect to; he is at the 
head of the Gospel Standard party, while we 
belong to no party at all, except it be to the 
regiment that went to David in the cave. 
Nevertheless, we sincerely esteem the good 
Rochdale pastor, and feel no small pleasure 
in no:icing the sermon he preached for Mrs. 
Hodgson, and which is now published by 
John Gadsby for two-pence, which, with 
John Warburton's sermon at Biggleswade, 
and some preached in London this summer 
by Mr. J, C. Philpot, are now laid before us. 

In reading over :Mr. Kershaw's sermon, we 
see how well the word of God doth wear in 
the hands of a living minister. Here are four
and-twenty pages of doctrinal and experi
mental statements which, we may fairly sup
pose, Mr. Kershaw has preached thousands of 
times; and yet there is a secret something 
that makes them al ways fresh, always good, al
ways new. Ah, brother John, thine has been 
a h0appy lot in this iow-land; and no doubt 
thou dost often feel ready to burst out like 
David, " Bless the Lord, 0 my son!; and all 
that is within me, bless his holy name." 

Mrs. Hodgson, of Halifax, was one of Mr. 
Kershaw's old friends. Speaking of her in 
this sermon, he says:-

" As near as I can remember, it is more 
than thiTty years since we first met, and that 
meeting has often been referred to by her. 
In those days I preached once a month at 
Lilly Hall, Hepenstall, near Hebden Bridge. 
She had heard of the strauge man that came 
from Lancashire to preach, aud she came 
with some others to hear him. The place 
was crowded. The text taken was Isaiah 
xiii, J 1, 'Let the inhabitants of the rock sing, 
let them shout from the top of the ;nonn-

tttins.' Christ was spoken of as the Rocle of 
Salvation, whose work is perfect. The inha
bitants of the rock wern described RB God"s 
elect, called by gmce, brought up out of the 
horrible pit and miry clay, having their feet 
set upon the rock, and a new song of praise 
and thanksgiving, with a shout of triumph 
over all their enemies, from the top of the 
mountains of God's eternal truth. After I 
had spoken an hour and a half, and said I 
must come to a close, though she had heen 
standing all the while, she felt sorry, and was 
ready to say, Go on; for the word had reached 
her heart in the power and demonstration of 
the Spirit; so that, like Jeremiah, she could 
say, ' Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them, and they were the joy and rejoicing of 
my heart.' From that period to the day of 
her death, she never forgot the comfort and 
consolation she felt at that time. The cords 
that bound her heart to those immortal truths 
were never broken. Time would fail me in 
going through the history of this dear woman. 
The Psalm that was read at the commence
ment of this service, the 71st, was very pre
cious to her soul, especially the 20th and 21st 
verses: ' Thou which hast showed me great 
and sore troubles, shalt quicken me again, 
and bring me up again from the depths of 
the earth; thou shalt increase my greatness, 
and comfort me on every side.' I have seen 
her in the midst of these great and sore trou
bles, and have admired the strength and sup
port that God gave her to enable her to en
dure them. In Him she put her trust, and 
found Him a very pleasant help in time of 
trouble. She had many enemies who were 
looking for her halting, and wouW have re
joiced at her overthrow; but she liv.ed to se'I 
many of them clothed with shame. In 
watching the dealings of the Lord towards 
her, I have seen the fulfilment of that pre
cious promise in Isaiah liv. 17, 'No weapon 
that is formed against thee shall prosper; and 
every tongue that shall rise against thee in 
judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the 
heritage of the servants of the Lord, and 
their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.' 

"On all occasions when I have been with 
her, before we parted the word of God must 
be read, and prayer made to _Him for his bless
ing to attend us; and on partmg, how earnestly 
did she entreat me to remember her and her 
children at the throne of grace. We have 
reason to believe, that these prayers have 
been heard and answered.'' 

The matter composing Mr. Kershaw's ser
mon, and his more general deportment, may 
be seen in the brief extracts which follow:-

" Brethren, let us offer up our petition to 
the Lord, that he would ever keep us very 
poor and needy, growingly sensible of onr 
wants and of the fulness there is treasured 
up for us in Christ Jesus. Our late sister was 
kept very poor and needy in her Aon!, feeling 
and often repeating the following lin~s as 
being expressive of her state:-

"' A beggar poor, at mercy's door, 
Lies such a wretch as I; 

Thou know'st my need is great indeed: 
Lord, hear me when I cry.' 
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Beloved, I am a poor beggar myself, and have 
been for more than forty years; and hope to 
live and die begging, and knocking at mercy's 
door. They who want to have all their spi
ritual wants supplied, must go to Christ that 
they may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
them in every time of need. Blessed be his 
name for the great encouragement He hath 
given us to come to Him at all times and in 
all circumstances, saying, ' Him that cometh 
I will in no wise cast out."' _ 

Again, as expressive of his own insuffi
ciency for so great a work, he says:-

" Beloved, I have not the ability snfficiently 
to exalt the dear Redeemer, in the salvation 
of our immortal souls. The Lord knows that 
it is in my heart to exalt Him, in his precious 
name Jesus, which is above every name in 
heaven and on earth, because He saves his 
people from their sins; in his precious blood, 
that delivers us from guilt and condemnation, 
and that purifies us from all our iniquities; in 
the triumph of his Cl"Oss, and the power of 
his resurrection, He having finished all our 
sins, made reconciliation for oar iniquity, and 
brought in everlasting righteousness, swal
lowed up death in victory, led captivity 
captive, and entered Heaven in immortal 
triumph, 'being exalted at God's right hand 
as a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
to Israel and the remission of sins;' where He 
ever lives as our Advocate to plead our cause, 
and to manage all our affairs; bless his dear 
and precious name. He is King of kings and 
Lord of lords. His ministers are commis
sioned to say unto Zion, • Thy God reieneth ;' 
for it is written, 'Hallelujah I for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth.' His beauty, glory, 
and preciousness can never be fully told. A 
circumstance comes powerfully to my mind 
which took place more than thirty years ago; 
it may not be amiss, perhaps, to mention it 
now. I had been preaching at a certain place 
in this neighbourhood, and endeavouring to 
exalt the Lord Jesus upon the pole of the 
gospel, in his power, ability, and willingness 
to save to the uttermost, and encouraging 
poor, loet, helpless sinners, that feel their 
need of a finished salvation, to cast them
selves at his blessed feet, and to commit their 
souls' eternal all into his hands. When I 
descended from the pulpit, an old man stepped 
up to me, and putting his staff under his arm, 
took hold of my hand with both his, and with 
great earnestness, looked me full in the face. 
I could not tell, from his manner, whether he 
was going to express his approbation or dis
approbation of what he had been hearing, unttl 
he burst forth as follows :-

" Join all the glorious names 
Of wisdom, love, and power, 
That ever mortals knew, 
That angels ever bore; 

All are too mean to speak his worth, 
Too mea..n to set my Saviour forth." 

He added,' And so art thou, my lad, although 
thou do'st thy best.' My soul responded, and 
I added ruy hearty Amen. The repeating of 
the above lines left a sweet savour upon my 
spirit that I hope never to forget." 

By the publication of these little memorials, 

we little know how much good is efl'ected. 
Thousands who never heard l\'lr. Kershaw, nor 
knew Mrs. Hodgson, can here read and learn 
the blessed effects of grace divine. We sin
cerely pray that good John Kershaw may live 
and labour many years yet, and preach and 
publish a multitude of sermons like this one 
for Susey Hodgson. 

" Christ i8 All. The Go1pel of the Old Tes
tament." By the Venerable Henry Law, M.A., 
Archdeacon of Wells. London: Wertheim and 
Macintosh. Weston-super-Mare: J. Whereat. 

For a long time two volumes of Archdeacon 
Law's Sermons on the Types have been lying 
on our table, and many a sweet morsel have 
we fetched from them ; for, althoagh the 
dishes which this good man serves up are 
hardly deep enough, or large enough, or hot 
enough, for us, still there is so much of CHRIST 
-such a soft and savoury unfolding of his 
person and work,-that we most rejoice in 
the fact that a man so devoted to the dear 
Saviour is found in such a position. To every 
heart that holds Jesus by love and faith, these 
volumes must be more valuable than any 
words of oars can declare. A few of the 
brightiist pages from these books we purpose 
to give from time to time; and by way of 
introduction, we will first let the dear man 
open his heart a little with reference to the 
people of his eharge. Addressing himself "to 
the inhabitants of Weston- super-Mare," he 
says:-

" Dearly beloved in the Lord,-If there be 
a bond, holy, strong, and tender, it is that, 
which unites a pastor to his flock. It is the 
nearest feeling, which earth knows, to the 
immeasurable love of Jesus towards his 
church. The faithfol minister lives, when 
the people, for whom he watches, live, through 
succouring mercy, in the full faith of the 
Gospel. It is, as it were, his death, when 
they lie dead in unbelief and vanity. 

" Beloved, when I draw this picture, I am 
painfully conscious, that it casts me far into 
the shade of shame. Bnt I desire to quicken 
myself by openly avowing, that your best in
terests should be mine, and that in the ser
vice of your spiritual welfare, I should count 
all labours light, all prayers bot few. 

" My constraining motive is, that the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in 
you, and yon in Him. I know, and am deeply 
persuaded, that all peace, lllljoy, all salvation, 
are in Him. I see, as a very sunbeam, the 
grand tmth, that yon are blessed, and are 
blessings, just in proportion, as you abide in 
Him, and He in you. 

" Woe, therefore, is unto me, if I leave any 
effort untried, to set Him before you. Let me 
rather use every voice of lip and pen, to be
seech you to hear Him, to look to Him, to 
receive Him, to trust in Him, to love Him, to 
follow Him, to serve Him, to live in Him ROd 
by Him, a..nd for Him. I would thus strive, 
wrestling with the Holy Spirit to work so 
mercifully and mightily in your' hearts that 
Christ may there be enthl'oned, an adore<l and 
rightful Lord." 

We could wish, indeed, that all our minfa
ters thus felt towards their people; but more 
of this another day. 
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" Tl'illiam Hn11tin,qton, and his H'o,•l:s." 
London: W. H. Collingridgc, City Press, Long 
Lane. 

Six volumes, beautifully bound in cloth, 
and illustrated ( comprising the select works 
of the late William Huntington), have just 
been issued by Mr. Collingridge, forming in 
themselves a complete library of experimental 
divinity. Mr. Doudney, in hls preface to the 
first volume, expresses a conviction that po• 
pery and infidelity are making fearful inroads 
upon the light and liberty of our land; that 
we are "rapidly sinking into a most porten
tous darkness;" therefore the re-publication 
of such works as William Hnntington's are 
exceedingly opportune. 

In the days of our first-love, and in the 
early dawn of our ministry, the works of 
William Huntington were more precious and 
profitable to our souls than we can ever de
scribe; and we feel a holy pleasure in recom
mending all young Christians to read them 
through carefully and pra.yerfnlly. We are 
fully persuaded of this one fact, that there is 
more vital experience, more Gospel light, more 
solemn discrimination between persons and 
things that differ, in these volumes, than is 
to be found in any dozen volumes of modern 
times. 

William Huntington's was a powerful mi
nistry for a plain and a sin-plagued people. In 
him, in a measure, Christ fulfilled that pro
phecy-" I will feed the flock of slaughter, 
even you, 0 poor of the flock." We pw·pose 
to take these volumes one by one, and dissect 
and draw from them the richest morsels for 
such precious souls as cannot purchase. 

"The Gospel Cottage Lecturer." London: 
W. H. Collingridge. Two volumes of this 
work are now complete; and the fourpenny 
part for August commences the third volume. 
!llr. Doudney, the minister of Charles' Chapel, 
Plymouth, is the editor; and in a very pretty 
and pleasant spirit his lectures are written. 
We here give the opening portion of Lecture I. 
in the August number. The reader will see 
from it that Mr. Doudney notices, and faith
fully records the experiences of his own soul; 
and this one feature makes us very fond of the 
Gospel Cottage Lecturer. We do not want 
men either to preach or to publish abstract 
details of the workings of their depraved 
hearts· hut those exercises which bring us 
in the' deepest humility to Christ's feet, and 
are preparatory to seasons of pure fellow
ship, heavenly discoveries, and happy deliver
a'!lces, ought never to be concealed by the 
Lord's servants. Find a minister, or an author, 
where you may, who has been extensively 
useful in the Lord's vineyard, and you find a 
man who unfolded the Lord's gracious dealings 
with his own soul, and thereby was instru
mental in feeding the church of God. Mr. 
Doudney says:-

" That dear saint of God, John Bunyan, in 
the second part of his divine storv of the 
Pilgrim's Progress, paints a picture of one of 
the Lord's Little-faiths, which has been a 
cordial to my soul a hundred times, since it 
was first made, in the hand of the holy Com
forter, the key to unlock one of my especial 
spiritual difficulties, namely, the reality and 

earnestness of that prnyer, in which, in feeling, 
one seems to be shut out from tho presenco of 
the Lord, 

" I had bern for many days in grent dark
ness of soul, labouring w1dcr a combination 
of temporal and spiritual exercises, until my 
heart was so far brought down by labour that 
I was ready to give up in despair, nnd say with 
poor Job, 'My soul chooseth stranglin?' and 
death rather than my life. I loathe it I ( Job 
vii. 15.) When, as I was wandering on through 
the busy streets of London, I was attracted by 
an 'old book stall,' which, like Jacob's Bethel, 
proved unexpectedly to be a spiritual house of 
bread to my soul. The first book I took up 
was a copy of the precious old Pilgrim, which 
I ·opened upon the words spoken by Chris
tiana to Mercy, after they had both been ad
mitted at the ' wicket-gate:' ' I thought I 
never heard such a knocking in all my life
said Christiana-I thought you would come 
in by violent hand, or take the kingdom by 
storm.' Precious power and light broke in 
upon my soul as I read the words, and ran 
my tearful eyes over the connection, for I saw 
at once that in all my doleful misgivings of 
heart and faintings in spirit, I had been knock
ing by fervent groans and cries with the same 
earnestness that made the knocks of Mercy
in spite of her Little-faith, and although to 
herself she appeared scarcely to knock at all 
-what her fellow pilgrim described them to 
be. And especially afterwards, upon Mercy 
sweetly inquiring, in the true humility which 
always accompanies the triumphs of true 
faith, ' But, pray, what said my Lord to my 
rudeness? Was he not angry with me I ' 

" ' When,' said Christiana, 'he heard your 
lumbering noise, he gave a wonderful innocent 
smile!' 

"Yes, and it is so still, my poor faint-heart
ed brother, as the dear man of God adds in 
the little side note, in explanation of these 
words of Christiana's, ' Christ is pleased with 
loud and restless prayer.' But prayer will 
never be loud in groans and restless in ear• 
nestness, until the living needy one comes to 
his 'wit's end.' Then necessity compels him 
to burst forth in many a 'lumbering' groan 
and lamentation, which, I believe, tends more 
to terrify the devil, than all the polished ora
tion-like petitions which are presented at the 
throne of grace, in our set seasons of formal 
prayer. 

"But there is another feature in the sweet 
simple picture of the pilgrims, which came to 
my heart on that never-to-be-forgotten season 
of spiritual help, which has continually cheered 
me as it has been brought to my rem em bran co 
since. It is the simple conclusion to which 
the dear pilgrims come after recounting their 
mutual conflicts. 'But now we are in, we are 
in!' Homely as these words, in their unaf. 
fected simplicity, at first sight appear, it will 
prove at last, that an eternity of infi_ni~e 
blessedness hangs upon them, and that 1t 1s 
in fact the only question of real moment we 
have to determine morning by morning, 'Am 
I inside the door of hope? Am I inside the 
narrow way? Am I inside Christ? If~ am 
in, I am in for eternity I No power of Sill or 
Satan can ever pluck me out.' " 
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A BIBLICAL VIEW OF THE 

ORDINANCE 

DEAR Mn. BANKS, - I send you a few 
thoughts on one great and much-neglect
ed comm,md of our God. I seldom hear 
or read one word on the subject of mar
riage. Why is this ? There are thousands 
contending for tlrn faith once delivered to 
the saints, yet the subject of marriage 
is omitted (Exocl. xxxiv. 16). It ap
pears clear to me, by the vVorcl of God, 
that his children were chosen by Him 
to be holy, and without blame before Him 
in love ( Ephes. i. 4). They a.re a distinct 
people from all the world besides (John 
xvii. D), being predestinated unto the 
adoption of sons (Ephes. i. 5). The Holy 
Ghost is sent into the heart; carries the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, whose 
sanctifying power purges from dead works, 
to serve the living God (Heh. ix. 14). As 
this is the sole line which is divinely drawn 
between the Church and the world, in New 
Testament times, so also was the rite of 
circumcision a seal appointed by God, in 
order to keep his people distinct from all 
other nations in Old Testament times 
(Gen. xvii. 9-14). 

Now marriage is an ordinance of God ; 
and is a type of the marriage union be
tween Christ and his bride, the Church 
(Isaiah, ]iv. 5). And as Christ calls his 
beloved not only " Spouse," but " Sister," 
so, I believe, no one has a right to enter 
into wedlock with any one who is not cir
cumcised in heart, and made a partaker of 
the spirit of adoption, whereby their bro
therhood and sisterhood is made known 
( Rom. ii. 28-29). As a proof of this, Goel 
forbade ·his people-the Jews- to marry 
any one that was not belonging to the 
circumcision. And, even before Abra
ham was born, even before the flood, we 
see that the sons of God saw the daugh
ters of men, that ·they wero fair, and they 
took of them wives of all which they chose 
( Gen. vi. 2). This conduct grieved God's 
Holy Spirit, and the conse(luence was, a 
drowned world. 

Here we see the first display of God's 
anger for unholy marriages. Here nre the 
,lcscendunts of Seth (types of the holy 
seed-the Chmch) mixing with the de
scomlunts of Cnin, to their everlasting 

Yor .. XII.-No. Ull. 

OF MARRIAGE. 

disgrace; and if God's blessed Spirit wa~ 
grieved at such then, may we not reason
ably believe that He is vexed now (Ephes. iv. 
30) ? If this law had not been binding, 
and advantageous, would dear old Abra
ham have taken such care for his son 
Isaac, lest he should marry an ungodly 
wife (Gen. xxiv. 37, 38)? In this he is 
truly a pattern for us who hope to be 
blessed with faithful Abraham ( Gal. iii. 9). 
He well knew the advantage of having one 
in whom dwelt the Spirit of God; be expe
rienced that with his Sarah ( see Gen. xxi. 
1-12). See how careful Rebekah was to 
keep her son Jacob from taking a wife of 
the family of Heth; for, said she, "If 
Jacob take a wife of the daughters of 
Heth, what good shall my life do me ( Gen. 
xxvii. 46) ? " She well knew there could 
never he any concord between Christ and 
Belia!. · 

Isaac also was greatly concerned about 
it, and gave the strictest charge, never to 
mix marriage with the Caananite, but 
" Go," said he, "take one from your own 
kin, and God Almighty bless thee" 
(Gen. xxviii. 1-5): here is a specimen of 
pure faith proved by works (James ii. 20). 
How many there a.re who talk of that faith 
ouce delivered to the saints, but do not carry 
it out! Many look more after a fair corn. 
pl~xion, high blood, and a. heavy purse, 
than a chosen vessel of mercy. These a.re 
not worthy company at the table or in the 
parlour. The love of money is the prin
cipal root of this evil ( 1 Tim. vi. 10). 
Ishmael was at liberty to take a wife out 
of Egypt-there would be no unequal 
yoking together then (Gen. x:ri. 21). So 
let the unconverted seek companions from 
their own household, and let the Lord's 
children from the household of faith, 
choose from the chosen of God, whose 
royal life and death is precious in his 
sight. 

See how solemnly God we.rued bi;i 
people, by his servant l\Ioses ( Dent. vii. 
8-8 ), So did Joshua, who succeeded him, 
warn them of these evil conse(luences. 
Their prospects wonlcl be vain, those 
comely looks by which they were over
come wonld one dny embitter their souls. 

I. 
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Instead of being a comfort in trouble and 
sorrow, and a companion at mercy's door, 
or solace in death-instead of this, they 
they wonld be as priclcing thorns, or a 
lashing whip, until they went down to the 
grave. 

As a proof of Joshua's words, look at 
Job ii. 9. See what a carnal w:ifo :is good 
for in a time of heavy trials. Poor man, 
he had no wife who could take him by the 
hand, or fall on her knees in the closet, 
and pour her heart out there, for her dear 
old partner. She did not soothe his bitter 
path with some condoling conversation. 
No, alas! "Curse God and die," was all the 
consolation got from 0 her. What a mise
rable comforter must such an one be, to a 
poor distressed child of God! She talrns 
the devil's part. Yes, she would recom
mend his quick despatch into everlasting 
misery. Such was the ignorance of this 
foolish woman. Such foolish ignorance as 
this, every man or woman may justly ex
pect, who makes choice of an unconverted 
partner (Prov. v. 3 ; E eel. vii. 26). Look at 
the wife of Moses (Exod. iv. 25, 26). But 
some might say, how came such men as 
Job and Moses $0 marry such women? I 
would say, that they might be deceived by 
a false profession, put on, or otherwise, as 
many are, and when trials come on, their 
varnished hypocrisy comes off, and their 
true characters now appear; and if they 
took wives at the expense of truth and 
conscience, they were paid for their folly. 
Nor is there any footing here for any one, 
any more than from Noah's drunkenness, 
or David's adultery (Matth. v. 19). 

" Thou shalt not suffer sin upon thy 
brother, much less follow his example" 
( Levit. xix. 17) . 

We have another warning set before us 
in the case of Samson: there was certainly 
a vast difference here-as it was of the 
Lord (Judges xiv. 1-4 ), but his father and 
mother were good people, and they did 
not approve of his choice, and felt grieved 
at it. Samson loved the woman, she 
pleased him well ; bnt after all, she was 
his betrayer, even as Judas was the be
trayer of Christ, and Delilah his second 
wife was the tool in Satan's hand to bring 
poor Samson to his end (Judges xv:i. 4, 
SO). Whatever purposes Jehovah was 
fulfilling in this case, we know that those 
who Reek shelter here for choosing carnal 
partners betray their own folly; and nothing 
is clearer by the conduct of his parents, 
than that this law was then in fnll force. 
Let us glance a step further : did uot the 

Almighty raise up Nehemiah to purge 
Jerusalem from their wicked ways, sabbath 
breaking and unlawful marriages with the 
people of Ashdod, Ammon, and l\foab? 
Had tllere been no sin in this, he would 
not have contended so with them ; but the 
line of distinction was to be kept : it had 
been in practice upwards of two thousand 
years; the consequence was, their children 
spoke half Jew, and half Ashdod, showing 
the result to be confusion of speech ( see 
chap. xiii. 23-27). It is not to be wondered 
at, if children now speak a mongrel pro
fession or creed ; there are endless dis
putes about what school the children shall 
be sent to, what place of worship is to be 
attended, and what ordinances are to be 
obeyed (Acts xv. 1). See how sweetly 
Solomon describes the Church, "My 
sister, my spouse" ( Song v. 1 ). The 
Church is sister to her beloved, so ought 
every partaker of grace, if he take a wife, 
take one who is sister, being born of God; 
then the marriage would be according to 
the true type of Christ and his church 
(Ephes. v. 30, 32). In the gospel by Mat
thew (:xxiv. 38), we read of those marriages 
so common before the Flood, and that there 
will be some such even to the end of the 
world. God is not angry at any but un
lawful marriages ; such as are at variance 
with his word. 

Luke xiv. 20, describes marriage as one 
of the three excuses made for neglecting 
the Cross of Christ, or attending to bis 
gospel. Now these may be unlawful mar
riages, for bad the married been hunger
ing and thirsting after Christ, they would 
gladly go to hear of Jesus: or else they 
were such as felt no desire for Him, there
fore reject Him, to their condemnation. I 
believe there are many who would sooner 
reject this divine law than reject fellowship 
with the ungodly. I have witnessed these 
things, to the grief of my heart: it is a 
sin, a reproach of constant occurrence, and 
I am persuaded that many who profess to 
be sent by God to preach Christ's gospel, 
have not only omitted this part of the 
gospel, but have set before the Chu_rch an~ 
the world their own example of d1sobed1-
ence. I never beard a sermon on the 
subject in my life; we need not wonder at 
the straying sheep when the shepherds are 
so sleepy ( 1 Pet. v. 3). 

Let us now attend to the great apostle of 
the Gentiles (see 2 Cor. vi. 14), "Be not 
unequally yoked together with unbelievers." 
Why not ?-because unbelief is that t?at 
damns the soul, and w batever profess10n 
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nny man or woman make, if divine faith 
be wanting, it is in God's sight no better 
than sin (Hom. viii. 8 ; xiv. 23; Art. XIII. 
of Prayer Book). H is tlie root of nil 
those abominations spoken of in the 14th 
to the 10th verses, and an unbeliever in 
the Lord Jesus Christ is no nearer heaven 
than the idolatrous Chinese, or the har
dened infidel, for " He that believeth not 
shall be damned," whether a moralist or 
a profane son of Belia!. The solemn 
warning here given was to show the miBe
rable results of such proceedings. Paul 
says, "What fellowship bath righteousness 
with unrighteousness? "-none, for in every 
blood-bought and heaven-born soul there 
is a holy, righteous principle given, which 
forbids, yea, keeps him from sin ; such 
cannot sin, being born of God (1 John 
iii. 8). There may be every qualification 
for the things of the body, yea, every 
virtue as far as attainable in this life; yet 
after all, " The carnal mind is enmity 
against God : it is not subject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be" ( Rom. 
viii. 7; 1 Cor. ii. 14). On which side 
soever this may be, there is no soul union, 
there is secret enmity against those things 
so dear to a child of God. A second 
reason is, "What communion bath light 
with darkness ?"-none at all: as it is im
possible for darkness to remain when the 
beams of the sun dart into the window, 
so there can bti no communion between 
a living and a dead soul ; the persons may 
dwell together, and, as far as domestic care 
is concerned, everything goes on well; but 
when G;od and Christ, heaven or hell, be
come th~ subject, the heart is gone, like 
darkness before the sun ( Ps. lviii. 3, 4, 5). 

A third reason why there should be no 
unequal yoking was, because there can be 
no concord between Christ and Belia!: 
and surely there is none. Discord may 
be justly written upon many a forehead : 
for example, see Job and bis wife-" Curse 
God, and die." "The Lord gave and the 
Lord bath taken away, blessed be the 
name of the Lord." Was there ever more 
discord than this? Look at meek-hearted 
'Moses: God calls him his faithful servant 
(Num. xii. 7, 8), his wife calls him a bloody 
hu.sband; and who can tell the sorrow of 
those dear men of God, because of this? 
How common it is to bear reproacl,ful an,l 
perverse railings frnm ungodly wives and 
husbands! 

But when the heart is not changed, al
though there may he a great profession, 
they will not disagree, 11s in the case of 

Ananias and his wife, who could both 
agree in hypocrisy, and without a jarring 
note went to hell together (Acts v.), So 
did Ahab and his wife agree in sin until 
swept off into eternity ( 1 Kings xxii. 34; 
2 Kings ix. 30). See what concord there 
was between that happy pair, who could 
both unite heart and soul to reeeive and 
provide for a dear servant of God. There 
was no discord, all u;as well; yes, well, 
even when her dear son was stretched out 
in death. Oh, who can count the advan
tage of such a blessed union? ( See 2 Kings 
iv. 8-26.) Another happy pair is spoken 
of in Acts xviii. 26. Both felt deeply in
terested in the cause of Christ, each takes 
a part in helping to do good, and assisting 
the ministers of the gospel ; yea, they would 
venture their own lives for it. There was 
no discord; a divine power wrought a 
work on their souls enabling them to will 
and do. Both for Christ, none for Belia!. 

Notice a fourth reason why,-because be
lievers cannot agree with infidelity. Now 
whoever rejects God's revealed will is an 
infidel; and there are thousands rejecting 
it in these days. Those great and glorious 
doctrines of Jehovah, which as so many 
stars adorn the Bible, are fought against; 
the grand scheme of redemption by the 
blood of the Lamb, securing the salvation 
of the church by magnifying the law of 
God, and enduring the wrath of justice, 
to the end that not one of the elect should 
ever perisb,-tbese precious truths are 
abandoned by many now-a-clays ; and sure 
I am, that whil"' these doctrines are denied, 
there can be no partakers heartily with 
those that love them. Where free-will and 
creature merit is set up instead of the 
finished work of Jesus Christ, I say, let a 
heaven-taught soul yoke with such, and, if 
grace prevent not, their distress is certain. 

The last reason for keeping separate is 
(\'e1·se 10), because there can be no agree
ment between the temple of God and idols. 
We need not go to Athens to find idolatry; 
here is plenty of that. It is not a statue 
of stone ; it is the god of this world ; it is 
a serving the creature more than the Crea
tor, who is God over all, blessed for ever
more. Whatever is beloved more than 
God is the idol. Those that make a 
sari our of any one thing Lut" the Christ of 
God,"-yea, I say, whoever, either in whole 
or in part, trusteth to an)'thing but that 
salvation which originated in God the 
Father, brought to light by the death of 
his Son, applied by the Holy Ghost, sup
po1-ted and carried on by the power of 
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th,, FaLhe1, the inter,•.ession of the Son ns 
AJrncate, and the Holy Spirit as soul
quickener and sanctifier, independent of 
any mortA.l power,-such au one is au ido
lator. " Some," as D,wid sA.ys, "trnst in 
chariots, ,md some in horses," and some 
now trust in creeds and forms, the work 
of men ; but, if it is not according to God's 
word, it is because there is no light in 
them that teach it (Isaiah viii. 20). What 
agreem~nt can there possibly be between 
n temple of God and these? Now every 
heaven-born soul is a temple of God ( 1 
Cor. iii. 16, vi. HI). In him dwells the 
Spirit of the li\fog God; by Him the soul is 
enlightene<l, led, taught, comforted, and 
sanctified, so that there is a perfect hatred 
to all sin, and such cannot sin (practically), 
because it is born of God ( 1 John iii. 9). 
How then are such to agree? Impossible. 
" Can two walk together except they be 
agrned " ( Amos iii. 3) ? Who would like to 
live all the days of his life in a tomb? 
Spiritually, every one who marries a dead 
sinner, man or woman, has chosen to 
abide for life ( unless sovereign grace in
terpose) in a very suspicions pince ; be
sides the guilt of breaking God's revealed 
law, bringing bis displeasure upon them
selves. God told his people the Jews, 
that if they persisted in marrying in this 
way, He would not drive out their enemies, 
but allow them to remain to be their tor
mentors (Josh. x.xiii. 13 ). And who 
knows but the persecutions, tdals, lean
ness, and wretched lukewarmness of 
our churches now, is not the result of 
their being mixed up with unbelievers in 
marriage? I look at all these laws as bind
ing, or Paul would not have given such 
solemn charges against it. 

I have witnessed the truthfulness of 
God's word on the part of those whose hap 
was to be unequally yoked together; yea, 
for more than twenty-three years I have 
ob,erved those unhappy results. 

There cannot be any real, unfeigned 
aareement in the things of God. Ob, how 
often has the poor child of God to weep 
and mourn alone! how often is he ( or she, 
as the case may be) obliged to sigh while 
under the sound of the Gospel ! Oh, that 
my dear husband, my dear wife, was here 
to-night, how glad I should be to see him 
listening with delight to those blessed 
truths! But, alas, alas! where is he? 
Perhaps at the ale-house, drinking, gam
Lling, swearing; perhaps at midnight he 
will return. Oh, I dare not say a word, or 
I sr r ;; 1,e a false Methodist; nnd who can 

sit happy, though iu God's house, with 
these things rushing into the mind? But 
perhaps Im may be a moralist; yet even 
then there is no divine tie to bind soul to 
soul ; no relish for a pure, vital, Christ
exalting, God-glorifying religion. If a 
formalist, then n round of duties is enough; 
a profession that will keep pace with the 
gocd-will of the world, and the avoiding of 
the offence of the cross of Christ, is all 
that is desired (John xii. 43). Or it may 
be, it is one whose bead is stored with 
sound doctrine, one who has a keen eye 
and quick ear, who believes in the letter 
about predestination, effectual calling, 
baptism, &c., but whose heart is still at 
enmity with a holy life (Matth. vii. 21-23). 
,vith such there can be no agreement with 
a temple of the Holy Ghost. 

How common it is to see children of God 
following their dear Lord by baptism, 
while their companions for life stand by 
and gaze and mock, to the pleasure of the 
dead in sin ; or threaten in some way or 
other to be avenged on them for such a 
foolish fancy, as they are apt to call it. 

They cannot agree in those self-denying 
rules the Lord Jesus has laid down for his 
children, such as remembering .the sab
bath, &c. One can feel no dread for de
secrating it, by feasting, gossipping, visit
ing distant relatives, dress and fashion, 
carnal conversation, &c.; the other has a 
perfect desire to serve .and fear God, and 
his inmost soul cannot feel the least satis
faction. Yea, he has a perfect hatred to 
these fleshly qualifications. How, then, 
can there be nny agreement? What a 
solemn step marriage ought to be ! how 
many there are, who like the worshippers 
of the golden calf, have had to drink the 
ashes, as the result of their wickedness 
(Exod. xxxii. 19, 20) ! 

Look at the miseries· that some have 
brimght themselves into; runny have had 
to weep bitterly through the base conduct 
of a cruel partner-anger, nakedness, 
pain, and sorrow, yea, and even blows. 
And what is worse still, no agreement be
fore the mercy-seat, no joint supplication 
there, no agreeing to sit around the table 
of the Lord to commemorate his dying 
love, no sweet conversation over a good 
gospel sermon, no delight in the prospe
rity of Zion, the conversion of souls, and 
spread of sound gospel trnth. No sweet 
communings together of what God has 
done for their souls, nnd what is laid up 
in heaven. No comforting word as Ma
noah had from his wife, when his poor 
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heart melted with fear (,Judges xiii. 22,23). 
No soul-comfort in aflliction, not a word 
that can soften the rugged path; death, 
the last of enemies, is now on bis way. 
The dying saint looks with pity, mingled 
with sorrow, at one who is now to be left, 
not with a sweet hope of seeing them in 
Heaven. Alas ! alas ! I leave the scene; 
who can tell the soul's feelings, as it steps 
over the tbreshhold into eternity? 

Who can tell the anguish of a dear 
saint who has to follow a poor husband 
or wife to the silent tomb, and not a single 
ray of hope of the salvation of the soul? 
It is bard work to give up a beloved one 
to Jesus, but how much harder to give up 
to an angry God? Sure I am, thatif these 
things were considered well over, we should 
not have so much mixing up, as in these 
days of apostacy. I have known many, 
professing to be God's children, go to the 
very bosom of modern Babylon, after a 
companion for life; men, too, who profess 
to be examples to their flocks. These very 
men are refuges for others ; as some 
have said, when reproved for it, " So and 
so did the same." Well, this is not the 
proper way to go. 

If a brother or a sister has done wrong, 
let others, in the true spirit of the Gospel, 
avoid what can be proved to be erroneous, 
and endeavour to show before the world, 
that they esteem God's precepts concern
ing all things to be 1·ight, hating every 
false way (Ps. cxix. 128). But there are 
some whom God bas called by grace since 
their man-iage. Here the case is altered : 
as they are lawfully married, let them not 
separate. If, saith the apostle, it can 
possibly be avoided, let not the husband 
lea\'8 bis wife, nor the wife leave her 
husband (1 Cor. vii. 12, 13). Verily not: 
"For what knowest thou, 0 wife, whether 
thou shalt save thy husband? or how 
lmowest thou, 0 man, whether thou shalt 
save thy wife?" (I Cor. vii. 10.) As God 
has called one, who can say He will not 
call the other? It is certain that every 
right-minded person will pray for their 
partner; and Goel hears and answers 
prayer. Therefore, let every one who is at 
present unequal, make it a rnntter of 
sincere prayer, giving every due regard 
to the opposite party, in all tenderness, 
affection, ancl obedience, for it is possible 
for an ungodly husbancl to be won by 
the good conduct of a wife. " Likewise, 
ye husbands, give honour unto the wife, 
ns unto the weaker vessel; that your 
prayerH bo not hindcrecl" (1 l'et. iii. 7). 

If we profess to follow the advice of 
the apostle, believing him to be sent and 
taught of God, we must admit that bis 
command to every one who is about to 
enter a second time or more into the 
married state is to be " Only in the Lord" 
(1 Cor. vii. 30). 

The Church jg chosen in the Lord 
(Ephes. i. 4); every child of God is in 
Christ, yea, in his heart. 

"Nor death nor hell shall e'er remove 
His favourites from his breast." 

There all their names are found,-ther 
they place their trust, there their lives 
are hid with Christ in God ( Col. iii. Ji 
" He is the sea of Love, 

Where all their pleasures roll, 
The circle where their passions move, 

And centre of the son!." 
Choose such an one as can heartily 

sing the above lines, and then you'll marry 
" only in the Lord." 

Thus I have written my candid opinion 
on the solemn subject of unscriptnral 
marriage ; should I be mistaken, I should 
be glad to be set right by the Word of 
Goel. 

Shipton. R. :i.\foWER. 

TO MAKE THYSELF A 
GLORIOUS NAME.'' 

Isaiah !xiii. 14. 
Tms was and is the grancl object with 
the Divine Majesty in all He bath clone, 
doth do, or ever will do-the end He had 
in view, in the formation of the universe 
of worlds, in all his providential dealings 
with bis creatures from the dawn of time 
to its final close-the emancipation of Lis 
ancient Israel from Egyptian tyranny-the 
liberation of his Church from Babylonish 
captivity-the raising up of the monster 
monarch of Egypt, and the throwing of him 
down-the guiding, protecting, maintain
ing, and defending of his people through 
an inhospitable wilderness-and, finully, 
giving them to possess the Janel promised, 
all was to make Himself a glorious name. 

Bnt in the adorable scheme of Almighty 
mercy, He hath not only outdone all his 
other achievements, but infinitely sur
passes them all ; this, this wonderful dis
play of consummate skill, the highest act 
of an infinite understanding, the wisdom 
of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom 
which God ordained before the world unto 
our glory, the mystery bid in God; this 
matter of witty invention. the which in its 
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development dazzles the eyes of all the 
adoring angels, produces unceRsing won
der in the minds of all the glorified elect 
of the hnman rnce in the third heaYens. 
fills the Church militAnt with utter thong!; 
pleasing astonishment, and confounds 
eYerlastingly all the devils. 

" Thns in the grace which rescued man, 
His brightest form of glory shines." 

Great is the mystery of godliness : God 
was manifest in the flesh, and great it will 
and mnst for ever remain, calling up an 
incessant revenue of grateful praise from 
all bis predestinated people, through all 
the boundless ages of ,·ast everlasting. 
To all the glory of this vast project He 
lays claim, to all its entire praise, saying, 
" My glory will I not give to another, nor 
my praise to graven images. This people 
have I formed for myself, they shall show 
forth my praise. For my name's sake will 
I defer my anger, and for my praise will I 
refrain for thee that I cut thee not off. 
For my own sake, even for my own sake 
will I do it, and I will not give my glory 
unto another." God is very jealous of his 
glory, and bath so constructed the whole 
plan of our salvation, as to secure unto 
Himself unreservedly its whole, its entire 
praise; the whole benefit ours, the whole 
glory his ; to this every regenerate soul 
taught of God, subscribes most willingly, 
with heart, hand, and tongue, saying, 
"Not uuto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but to 
thy name give glory, for thy mercy and for 
thy truth's sake." So, then, boasting on the 
side of !he creature is for ever excluded, and 
no flesh allowed to glory in bis presence. 
A bumbling truth, and God-glorifying; 
but very offensive to proud nature, free
willers, duty-faith advocates, yea and nay 
men, and all Pbarisees,-so let it be, 
amen. It is impossible to set forth such 
soul-humbling, Christ-exalting truths but 
that offences will come-the offence of the 
cross is not yet ceased, and God forbid it 
should. 

I must mark, beloved reader, if thou 
art. a partaker of the anointing, which 
teachetb you of all things, and is truth, 
and is no lie, what sort of the Adam 
race Jehovah frequently takes in hand, 
-sinners of the basest description. The 
q,uestion arises, "Why?" the answer 
given is, " Grace shall reign;" anrl He will 
show and display it, in defiance of onr de
serving it. Who ever deserved it? Verily 
none: suppose bis majesty waited onr 
being worthy of it, then grace would never 
have appeared ; but He expresses his plea-

sure, and saith," I will be gmcious to whom 
I will be gracious," &c. ; and if it be ( and 
it certainly is) of grace, then is it no more 
of works. Elertion, redrrnplion, vocation, 
and glory, are the spontaneous displays of 
Jehovah·s free favour. The Father's love, 
the Son's grace, and the Spirit's merny, are 
gloriously manifosted in the whole, the 
entire plan of our salvation. And why 
and wherefore, is the creature thus lllid 
low, and He Himself ex.tolled so high, but 
to _qet Himself a glorious name~ 

By pardoning sinners of the deepest 
dye, by justifying the ungodly, by laying 
hold of the basest of men, by reforming 
the worst of _characters, such as an Abra
ham, Manasseh, mod Gadarene, Zaccbeus, 
the woman of Samaria, Magdalene, the 
three thousand on the day of Pentecost, 
the dying thief, and Saul the Pharisee, 
together with multitudes besides. From 
wh11t doth a physician's fame proceed, but 
from bis effecting a cure where all others 
have failed? So our great Physician, whose 
fame unpai·alleled is spread abroad o'er 
heaven and earth-honours crown bis ma
jesty. Amen. The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful, gracious, long-suffering, abund
ant in mercy (more than we in misery) 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands 
(and thousands for mercy preserved in 
Jesus Christ and called), forgiving iniquity, 
transgression, and sin, thus maintains 
bis character. A God ready to pardon 
(margin, of pardons). Is not this a glo
rious name in the ear of all poor sensible 
sinners; and did He not thus display bis 
divine clemency, could He possess this 
glorious name ? And He possesses the 
name of a sin-pardoning God, not at the 
expense of his holiness, righteousness, and 
justice, for He is a just God and a perfect 
Saviour; in the blood of bis cross, justice 
bath, and maintains all its rights, while' 
herein is a channel for the flowing forth 
of almighty mercy and boundless grace, 
for ever and ever, thus making Himself a 
glorious name. 

But I must not be prolix; the Lord of 
all lords bless the few thoughts penned 
to every and any of bis redeemed ones, 
who may read the same, as far as truth is 
advanced to the joy and rejoicing of their 
hearts t~ the pri:ise of the glory of his 
grace,' and to the maintenance of his own 
most glorious name. So prays one of the 
nnworthiest in Zion, but an advocate for, 
and Jover of, the truth of God. 

Sept. ll, 1856. w . .BroDER, 
22, Sutherland Square, Lo11do11. 
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THE GOOD WORD OF GOD. 
Tlie Edilor to ltis Correspondents. 

DEAR BRJ,THREN,- For the consoling 
epistles forwanled by some of you, I am 
thankful. I shall not here enter into de
tails ; every feature and every incident will 
be laid before the church and the world in 
due time. Let the following brief sum
mary suffice. After many months of most 
intense [anxiety and labour, I believed a 
band was put forth honourably to deliver 
me from all my outward trials ; but disap
pointment and deception again beclouded 
my path. I left London (having to preach 
in Brighton), with these words much upon 
my mind : "for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things." I could not preach 
from them that evening : as soon as I bad 
finished my labours in the pulpit, I received 
an express message to return to London 
directly. After a few hours I was at the 
place appointed-the climax of my trials 
appeared to have come ; and then I could 
freely deliver the bursting feelings of my 
soul in the language of Paul, " Yea, 
doubtless, and I count ell things but loss, 
for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus, my Lord: for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things; and do 
count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ." God is my witness, that this is true 
in my case, to a very painful extent. But 
the Psalmist says-" This is my comfort 
in my affliction, thy word bath quickened 
me ; " and it has been so great a comfort 
to me, that with Micah I could say, " I will 
bear the indignation," &o. Having to 
preach three sermons at Wantage, on the 
last Lord's-day in August, I again left this 
great Babylon; and, late on the Saturday 
evening, I sat me down beside my bed, in 
the late William Irving's mansion; and, 
telring up the Bible, opened directly upon 
these words-" And now shell mine head 
be lifted up above mine enemies round 
about me : therefore, will I offer in his 
tabernacle sacrifices of joy." - (Psalm 
xxvii. 6.) I fell on my knees; in solemn, 
silent, prayer to Goel, I pleaded for the ful
filment of them ; adored Him for the ap
plication of them ; twice the next day I 
preached from them ; and still they con
tinue to revive my spirit. I wait their en
tire verification ; and then, if not through 
this medium, I hope through another, you 
will hear of CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 

[I wish to add-a commission has been 
offered me, to aid in the extension of a 
Biblical enterprise. This will call me 

into many remote parts of the three king
doms, if life, strength, and encouragement 
be given ; ancl by this means the Lord 
may look out for me a righteous freedom. 
My Jubilee Songs shall then be sung in 
Psalms xxxiv. and cxvi. Meanwhile the 
following original Jines, from a friend in 
.Jersey, are suitable and sweet:-

" STAND STILL."-Exodus xiv.13. 

ST A.'m still, my soul, and see, 
And do not fret and pine 

Against thy God's decree 
Whose wisdom is divine. 

Do not presume to teach Him skill, 
Nor alter his decretive will. 

But wait, with patience wait, 
Till God, thy God, appear ; 

And He'll set all things straight, 
And save thee from thy fear. 

For He shall work (and none shall let) 
Deliverance for his own elect. 

And should there seem but one 
Short step 'tween thee and death, 

That step death cannot come 
To take away thy breath, 

Because the gulf of God's decree 
Is fixed between thy foe and thee. 

There's nothing comes by chance : 
My soul, look well to this, 

And by it thou'lt advance 
In knowledge of his grace. 

Yes: this will 'stablish more thy mind 
Than all the wisdom of mankind. 

Can He who marle the world, 
And rules without control, 

Be in confusion hurled, 
And so forget thy soul? 

Impossible! since grace is free, 
Thy God as soon could cease to be. 

All things in order move, 
By his supreme command

The rugged and the smooth
Then why art thou concerned 

About the things of time and seuse?
They're of little consequence. 

Should every friend forsake, 
And no one care for thee, 

The Lord thy part will take, 
And thou his hand shall see 

So clear, that thou shalt bless his name 
For every cross, for every pain. 

Though tempted oft to say 
He.deals more hard with thee 

Than any in the way, 
Who long his face to see-

'Tis no such thing, we all do share 
An equal portion of his care. 

He knows right well thy case 
Before 'twas known to thee; 

And by his sovereign grace 
Thou shalt supported be; 

For when all second causes fail, 
In Jesu's strength thou shalt prevail. 
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Leam how the lilies grow, 
They neither toil nor spin; 

And birds that never sow 
Are fed and clothed by Him. 

Oh, feeble worm, of little faith, 
Hear what thy blessed Saviour saith. 

Thy heavenly Father knows 
Thou needest all these things, 

And from his heart it flows 
In love's perpetual streams. 

This living spring shall never di~, 
Nor cease to yield a rich supply. 

Not nil thy peevishness 
Shall ever .,stop its course, 

Nor make Him love thee less
His portion and bis choice. 

He's of one mind. This is the prop 
That bears my soul and all things up. 

His everlasting arms 
Are underneath his Bride; 

And through the raging storms 
He'll keep thee near his side. 

His unca.used love sha.11 thee uphohl 
Till grace his glory shall unfold. 

And though thy foes accuse, 
He sees no fault in thee ; 

!\or will He e'er refuse 
Thv constant friend to be. 

He's deaf to a.I! thy foes can say 
Against thy soul from day to day. 

With infinite delight 
He views his joy and crown: 

Let this thy praise excite, 
Though a.II things on thee frown. 

Because He lives, thou shalt live too. 
Be this thy constant theme, He'll bring 

thee safely through. 

St. Helier'a, Jersey. J. LEVESQl'E. 

AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY. 
lmtitute,l 1807. 

JUBILEE MEllORI.I.L. 

THE above-named society, established for 
the relief of poor aged Christians of not less 
than 60 years of aue, and having not more 
than 7 s. per week (including rent), of every 
Protestant denomination, and supported liy 
voluntary contributions, held a preliminary 
public meeting, on July 15th, at the London 
Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, at which Mr. Al
derman Wire, one of the treasurers, kindly 
presided, for the purpose of announcing to 
their friends and the public their intentions, 
and submitting plans for commemorating the 
Jubilee of the society, upon which, by the 
kind providence of God, they have been per
mitted to enter, by the erection of another 
asylum on some eligible freehold land north 
of the Thames, on a much more extended 
ecale than the present building at Camber
well, for the use of a larger number of its 
pensioners who may have been duly elected. 

After an appropriate address from the 
hairman, in which he eloquently and, in a 

th?rough Christian spirit, briefly stated tho 
obJects of the society, and their reasons for 
convening that meeting, resolutions wero 
moved and supporte,l by Revds. - Woollacott 
G. Ba1vfleld, Wm. Leask, and Dr. Fletcher• Jo~ 
seph >ayne, W. '.P. Tiddy, Geo. Pnlliser, E;q.rs. 
and others, who, in addressing the meet.mg' 
more fully explained the principles npo~ 
':luch tl~e society is based, the Christian mo
tives wh1~h actuate its friends, and the bene
fits )'esultmg to the aged and infirm poor of 
Clmst's flock. 

On this occasion the attention of the friends 
and the public were more particularly drawn 
to the especial object for ,Yhich the meeting 
was convened; viz. "to erect another asylum 
a.s a useful and permanent memorial to re
cord the goodness and faithfulness of God 
du~·ing the seven times seven years of the 
existence of this Christian institution" ear
nestly appealing to their friends to us~ their 
utmost endeavours to carry out this benevo
lent design. 
. Several friends, sympathising with the ob
Ject of the committee, liberally contributed 
toward~ the J uhilee Fw1d, including !OZ. from 
the chamnan, to which has since been added 
by an old and constant friend of the society' 
1051 .. The liberality ~nd Jl'Ood feeling which 
prevruled at the rneetmg 1s ta.ken as an en
couraging toke~ for good, and loudly appeals 
to every well-wisher of the cause of Christ to 
do what he can to help forward the work. 

The committee feel that they have entered 
upon an arduous undertaking;- hut they sin
cerely hope to have the support and prayers 
of all the friends of the aged pilgrim, and, 
above all, the. sanction and blessing of God, 
who bath said, "Whosoever giveth a cup of 
water to drink in my name, because ye be• 
long to Christ, he shall not lose his reward." 

It may not be known to all that this insti
tution has been· the instrument of relieving 
upwards of 1600 Christian poor, in all parts 
of the kingdom, to the amount of 48,000Z.; 
and that at this time there are upwards of 
400 pensioners receiving annual assistance 
out of an income of 20001. per annum. 

There is also a neat and commodious asy
lum, for 42 pensionerB, in Southampton Street, 
Camberwell, built on freehold ground, the 
munificent gift of the late William Peacock, 
Esq., where comparative comfort and rest 
may be enjoyed by its inmates for the re
mainder of the days of their pilgrimage. 

Contributions will be thankfully received 
on behalf of the J ubileo Fund, or for either 
the parent Society or the present Asylum, by 
Mr. Alderman Wire and !R. Kenneth, Esq., 
Treasurers, by the Hon. Sees., by any Mem
ber of either of the Committees, and by 
Messrs. 1:imith, Pavne, and Co., Mansion 
House Street, the Society's bankers; and on 
account of the Jubilee Fund, by Messrs. Han
cock, Rixon, and Co., Cockspur Street. 

lleports of the S?ciety's operations, ~nd 
Rules may be obtamed of the Secretaries, 
Mr. J~hn Box, 13, Northampton Square, a~f 
Mr. W. Jackson, 2, Warner Road, ~amberwe 
and of any member of the Committee. 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

THE OLD CHURCH BOOK. 
No. III. 

UNICORN YARl> CHAPEL. 

THE wise man says, "In the day of prospe
rity be joyful, but in the day of adversity 
consider: God also hath set the one over 
against the other, to the end that man should 
find nothing after him;" and I believe all we 
shall find is, that God alone is the fountain 
and source of prosperity, and that He alone 
can support in times of adversity. Our last 
abstract was short, but savoury, a time of 
prosperity, althougll towards the close an 
apparent decline; yet the unity of the Spirit 
was kept in the bond of peace. We now 
pass into a different scene-a time of 
affliction. 

In our last, we referred to brother Lyons, 
who declined to serve as deacon. The writer 
omitted to state that at a church-meeting, 
Aug. 9th, 1728, the pastor informed brotller 
Lyons that the church were not satisfied 
with the reasons he had given for declining 
the office of deacon, whereupon he accepted 
office. He appears to have been a very use
ful servant of the church in maintaining 
order, and on most occasions was their mouth
piece. The last time his name appears is 
Jan. 23rd, 1758 ; about this time I suppose 
he was called home, but they did not record 
deaths; from circumstances related, he mnst 
have been a member forty-two years. But 
to return: the church was destitute of a pastor, 
by the death of that good and useful man, 
Mr. Arnold. It appears at a church-meeting, 
July 9th, 1734, brother Lyons reported that 
himself and brother Stinton, being in com
pany with Mr. Wilson after his return from 
the country, he had recommended to their 
notice Mr. Evans, a member of Mr. Fosket's 
church at Bristol, as being a suitable supply 
for them; upon this report it was unanimously 
agreed to send an invitation bv the next post, 
and another letter to Mr. Fosket's chnrch; 
they expressed their thanks to Mr. Wilson for 
his brotherly care of them, and desired him 
to write to Mr. Evans, or the church, or both, 
in their behalf. The following is the letter to 
l\ir. Evans; another, of similar import, was 
sent to the eh urch :----

" To the Rev. M,·. Hugh Kvans. 

"HoNoURED AND BELOVED Bno·ruEn,-We, 
being destitute of a pastor by the de~th of 
our dearly beloved brother Wm. Arnold, Ill our 
present melancholy circumstances have heard 
of the gifts aud grace given to you for tho 
work of the ministry, and we hel'Cby, as a 
church of Christ invite and des1ro you to 
come and assist u's for a month 01· six weeks; 
we lrnve seut a letter by this post to the 
church to which you stand rehlted, to desil'O 
of thom tlrnt they will be willing to encourage 
yon to this service, but 'tis to the Lord th11t 

our prayers are directed, that He will be 
pleased to direct you and incline your heart, 
so to act as shall be most for his glory, and 
for promoting the cause and interest of the 
dear Redeemer, &c., &c." This letter was 
signed by the deacons and sixteen brethren. 

Mr. Evans' reply was to the effect that 
being young in the ministry, and the church 
not willing he should come, he begged to be 
excused. A second letter was written to Mr. 
Evans, in which the church stated they could 
not admit of his excuse, notwithstanding his 
being young in years, in experience, and in 
the ministry,-they were not surprised that 
the thoughts of the greatness of the work, 
and his own insufficiency for it, should forbid 
his compliance, since the great Apostle said, 
Whoissufficientforthese tllings ?-the church 
entreated him to look at the sufficiency there 
is in Christ, and the efficiency of the Holy 
Spirit, and so engage in this service, remind
ing him that he must not expect a call from 
the Lord by immediate inspiration ; it was 
their hearty prayer that he might be quali
fied for that service which the Lord in his 
providence, by the unanimous voice of this 
church, had called him to; the church ear
nestly requested him to carry this call to a 
throne of grace, praying that the Lord might 
direct him. 

It would take too much space to give the 
whole of this affair, which was about six 
months in hand: the church were earnestly 
bent.upon having Mr. Evans for their pastoron 
the one hand, and there was a want of decision 
on the part of .\'Jr. Evans, and an unwillingness 
on the part of the church to which he be
longed, on the other; so, for six months was 
this church kept in a state of cruel suspense. 
There are twenty letters entered from this 
church to Mr. Evans aud the church at Bris
tol to the board of ministers and two other 
individuals upon this subject. As all cannot 
be given, one letter to the board of ministers, 
and the last letter to Mr. Evans, will contain 
the gist of this serious disappointment. Suf
fice it to say,he consented to come, supplied for 
several Lord's days, aud was choseu by the 
unanimous voice of the church to bo their pas
tor: 80/. per annum was to be the consiue
ration1 with a prospect of more. The church 
at Bristol only wanted him to assist in the 
ministry. 

The following is a copy of the church's 
letter to the board of ministers:-

" REv. Sm3,-The kind assistance which this 
church has received from yon since our late 
worthy pastor's death, the fitness that the 
neighbouring chnrches should be mnde ac
quainted with the steps taken by a chmch in 
tl1eir solemn call und election of " pastor, 
that they may encourage or discourage ,is the 
conduct of the church may rec1uire; and the 
desire that we, as a church, may still be en
titled to your future favour, approbntiou, nnd 
kind assistance, make it suitable for us to nc• 
q uniut you with our solemn call and ck~tion 

L :! 
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of the Rev. Mr. Evanst and the several steps 
tnken by ns previous tnereto. 

toral care thereof npon him, Would hold np 
their hands, which 1tll did. It was ngreed 
that Mr. Evans should the same evening be 
acquainted with om solemn call. 

" Tims, Rev. Sirs, we have acquainted yon 
with the whole of our behaviour in this im
portant i.ffair, and ea1'nestly beg a share 
in yonr prayers that the beauty of the Lord 
our God may be upon us, and that we may 
continue a reputable church, to the praise and 
glory of the dear Redeemer. Rev. Sirs, 

"Yours in Him." 
[ Signed by the thirty0 one persons that 

signed the call.] 

"_Our deceased pastor, in his dying chnn,e, 
adnsed us to wait on God, that lie might give 
ns a pastor. Agreeable to that nd\ice, we 
have e,·0r since his death set apart every 
~'lo~day ev.ening fot prayer to Gcd, that He, 
m his prov1dence, would be pleased to direct 
us to a snitnble one. About twelve weeks 
ago we heard of the gifts and ability of the 
Rev. Mr. Evans; and the church, at a church
meeting, the largest we have had these thir
teen years, did un!tnimously agree to call him 
to come to assist us, which he accordingly 
did, when he excused himself from settling. 
We a second time, on a Lord's day, did una- Thns this church believed thttt they had 
nimously agree, in the most solemn and succeeded in obtaining a suitable pastor; how 
pressing manner, to desire his assistance, and great their disappointment upon 1·eceiving a 
accordingly sent to him again. When he letter from Mr. Evans stating that the church 
came to London, several ofus, when we heard was not willing to give him up! Letter sue
of it, waited on him. and he was willing to ceeded letter, urging that he was called by 
preach to us every Lord's day, one part of .the unanimous voice of a church consisting of 
the day. We no sooner heard him, but we 140 members. No stone was left unturned 
were struck. There was such a suitableness to gain the object of their choice. The in
between his preaching and our judgments and fluence of the board of ministers failed to 
a.ffe~t10n, that our hearts, as one, were knit make him decide in their favour, or prevail 
to hrm, and many of us thought that God, upon the church at Bristol to give hil'n up. 
who 1s a God hearing prayer, and has not said to The following is their last letter to him, which 
his people, "Seek ye me in vain," had given will give some idea of the progress and result 
him to us as an answer of prayer. The Lord's of this affair :-
day after, we were unanimous upon this re- . "January 21st, 1735. 
solution, the question being put in the nega- "REV. Srn,-Yonrs, with the church's letter, 
tive as well as the affirmative, that it was the came safe to us, and in love and faithfulness 
judgment of the church, from the trial they we send you this answer. Mter all, yon say 
had made of Mr. Evans' gift, that they should your thoughts are as follows:-' That without 
make choice of him as their pastor; and Mr. the church would give up their claim to you 
Evans was made acquainted with this resoln- and your gift, or the opposition was greater 
tion. The shortness of time he designed to and more material, or they likely to be as 
stay in town, and another circumstance, made well or better supplied, yon fear yon should 
it necessary for us to be more expeditious offend God in leaving them.' 
than we should otherwise have chosen. How- "To each particular we answer-to the first, 
ever, we were desirous to be asking counsel we have a better right and claim to you than 
of the Lord, that we might be under the Di- they. Your gifts and ministerial abilitie~.~s 
vine guidance, direction, and blessing, in the a minister of Christ are from the Holy Spmt, 
choice of a pastor; and did, as a church, una- and are not, strictly speaking, at your own 
nimously, at the same time with the resolu- disposal, but at his, to be employed where He 
tion above, agree to keep the Tuesday in that calls and directs. If Providence has most 
week, and the Tuesday in the week following, plainly directed you to Bristol, then th~y hav:e 
as days of solemn prayer for the said end, and the best claim; but if it has most plamly ~1-
to desire :Mr. Evans not to engage himself to rected you to us, then we have a better claim 
any other church till we had kept those two than they. Lay your hand, t.hen, on your 
days. Tuesday, the 17th September, the day heart., and ~egin wher~ the proVIdence of God, 
of prayer, being nearly over, there appear~d in this affair, began with :i:ou. . 
great enlargement and affection of soul m "When the. Rev. Mr._ Wilson was at Bristol 
the church. Then it was desired that those he saw yon shghted, without due honom: and 
who felt their souls disposed to choose Mr. respe?t; when he came. hom_e he acquamted 
Evans for their pastor, after having sought ns with your uneasy s1tuat10n1 and h~ had 
the Lord several hours for direction, would your consent that he should make mention of 
hold up their hands, which all did. The you. We thep. by letter, as a church, gave 
church at the same time agreed that Mr. you a call, which was the first call you had 
Evans should be made acquainted with their of this nature. We sent a letter at the_ same 
disposition for him. Last· Tuesday, being time to the church. Wh~n the:y considered 
September 24 was our other day of prayer; our Jotter, they had a vrnw of the conse
there was a 'very great attendance, and, in quences of your coming_ to London; b:t 
the judgment of those present, it was a pre- though you stayed there six weeks a~0r:_th /. 
cious opportunity in. which they had corn- gave you no call. You then left your fnen h 
fortable apr,rehen~ions of the light of God's and acquaintances to put yourself un<let°d t de 
countenance. Being near the close, the ques- providence of God. to see what He w~~nrcho 
tiou was put, that those who made choice ?f for you. Thus, w'.th resp~ct to thathe Lord 
M.r. Evans for pastor of this church, a~d did you were i:ree-flee to fix ~ere ou came 
solemnly and earnestly entreat him, m the should provide you a place. ien Ydestitute 
name and strength of Christ, to take the pas- to London you preached to us, a 
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church, and you knew the utmost of our in
tention. Tho church at Bristol saw and 
feared the consequence of your coming to us; 
they stood still to see the event, and it fell out 
according to their foresight; every step suc
ceededJ every question with respect to you was 
carrieu without one negative vote, and you 
w.ere solemnly chosen by us. No plainer ap
pearance could either you or we wish for or 
. desire. The mind of Christ was now plainly 
signified ii]. our favour, and Bristol was out of 
the question. At last, after two months, 
they gave you a call; but not with unanimity, 
as ours was. We are content to stop here, 
and are willing to refer it to six or eight pas
tors of churches, either in London or the 
country, to determine whether they or we 
have the best claim to you, and whether any 
law 9f re/l,Sop. or revelation directs or obliges 
you to stay with them. Y 011 say you are 
ready to t)!hik that we cannot prevail with 
thenJ to give up their right to us, we 
would not desire you to come; but in this, 
sir, you are mistaken. What we desire of 
them is mere)y that they may not perplex 
you. Why should you think, if we cannot 
prevail upon them to give up their right to 
us, we sb.ould not desire you to come? They 
):uwe no right to withhold you or to send you. 
Your gift is the Lord's; to Hilll we appeal. 
And you, sir, are obliged to go where He in his 
providence directs. His providence, we con
ceive, has been plainly for London,and against 
Bristol; so that, if you resjst to come, you 
wrest yourself from the guidance of the Pi
vine pi·ovidel)ce, which may be attended with 
manifest tokens of the Divine resentment. 

" Y onr next particular is, ' unless the oppo
sition was greater and more material.' How 
great and how material an opposition you 
would expect to see before your way to us 
would )le plain, we cannot tell; but, accord
ing to your owp. account, it seems to us both 
great and material. Had any )Vith us de
clared they could not benefit by your minis
try, we should have thought th.at a great and 
materi.al objectioµ; but l).Ccording to the best 
accounts we have from )3ristol, if you let slip 
this opportunity, which God in his good pro
vidence has given yon, of coming, with an 
agreeable prospect, to London, it is likely to 
)le great and material enough to make you 
µnoomfortable as long as you li\·e. 

"Your fast is, ' unless they were li~ely to 
j)e as well or better supplied;' and this, ac
cording to your own thoµghts, tb.eymay easily 
be, since ,rou say there are several persons 
come out m tlie ministry that are y,our supe
riors, by w)10m. we (and by a greater parity 
of r,elj,Soning, they who have an able pastor 
and are p_ot unanimous for yoµ) may be as 
well i:ir better supplied, 

1• Thus, sir, we have answered ea.eh particu
lar, and pray God it maz 1;1alrn a s~itable im
pression on your s?ul. :ris a~?ve six months 
i;ince we began with this affair; and unless 
we slwll receive an encouraging answer, this 
will lie our last. lf you refuse us, yon have 
solemnly trifled with ns, and probably may 
do rn,oro )lurt than you can compensate for as 
long as y~u live. What ground yoll have t.o 
~xpeot tbo Pi vine blessiµg, you best know; 

but we cannot see; for your hopes of success 
in the ministry will be proportionate to the 
view you have in your own soul of the 
plainest dealings of Providence and best pros
pect of usefulness. 

"If you should have any thought in our fa
vour, or inclination to have the judgment of 
the pastors in London on the questions above, 
we desire yon would let us know in two or 
three weeks at furthest . 

"We are, dear sir, with hearty love, your 
brethren in Christ," [Signed]. 

Thus ends this unhappy affair, which runs 
over 24 pages of this book. It appears there 
was a happy union among the churches and 
board of ministers, who each took their turn 
to supply this destitute church during this 
affliction. The writer promised to give more 
this month; but has found a difficulty in giv
ing an account of this important affair in so 
small a compass. God. willing, we hope to 
glance at the next disa:ppointment, and pass 
on to an interesting subJect, viz. the particu
lars of the call and settlement of the Rev. 
Thomas Flower, Jun. A. M. 

HAVERHILL, SUFFOLK. 
THE Baptist Chapel at Haverhill has been 

for many years in the hands of one Joseph 
Briqge, harness maker, who, by some means 
or other, has had sole possession. He lived 
in the vestry, as sole trustee ; he occupied 
the pulpit, and has been speaking to about 
six persons and upwards. llfany pounds 
have been collected to pay off the mortgage, 
but it is still owing. Mr. Thomas Lay, draper, 
and his wife ( members of the Baptist Church, 
East Street, Walworth, and fruits of Mr. 
Chislett's ministry' there), have been directed, 
in the providence of God, to this place, and, 
finding no Baptist cause but this-also, that 
it was impossible to identify themselves with 
it in any way, after two years' sighing over 
their loss, and praying that the Lord would 
open for them a house of bread, they have 
succeeded in obtaining the chapel of i\Ir. 
Bridge, by giving him twenty pounds; and 
having the chapel veste,l in a proper trust, 
they opened it for divine worship on August 
7th, when llfr. Chislett, and Mr. Pells of Clare, 
preached to overflowing audiences. It was a 
day that will be long remembered by the 
dear Lonj.'s people assemble<! on that occa
sion. A spacious tent was erected outside, 
so that accommodation was afforded to those 
who .could not get into the chapel, 1Jnder 
whic}i. I\ coll).fortable tea was enjoyed. 

These services were characterized by the 
solemn and hallowed presence of Hilll who 
sa.id, "Lo, I am with you alway." And we 
trnst a token for God was realised by both 
preachers and hearers. Mr. Chislett preached 
three times on the following Lord's day, 
sweetly enjoying his l\laster"s presence, to 
largo congregations. l)fany thanks are due 
to the C Jaro friends and beloved brother 
Pelis, for their sympathy all() co-operation. 
We trust our brother Wilson of Saffron 
Wal,len, with brother i'ells, will have their 
eyes upoµ this little sister, "And often say, 
What shall we uo for our sister ? " 
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THE O!;])JNATIO\: OF MH. ,TOHN !'ELLS, 

AT CLARE. 

Ox Tnescb:·· Jnly 2~th, scn·ices were l1clcl 
at the Baptist Chapel in this town, to rccog-
11ise ~Jr. John Pelis as pastor of the church 
assembling for worship in that sanctuary. 

The _morning service was commenced by 
Mr. Philip Dickerson, of London, reading the 
hymn of praise. Mr. Bridge, of Ridge\\·ell, 
read a portion of the Word, and invoked the 
di,·ine blessing on the services of the day. 
Mr. Collins, of Grundisburgh, then proceeded 
to state the nature of a gospel church. After 
~ome introductory remarks on the univer
sality of the government of Christ, and his 
authority necessarily resulting thercfrom to 
plant churches wherever He pleases, he no
ticed the materials and the model o'r a New 
Testament church, that the materials must 
be liYing stones (1 Peter ii. 5), and the model 
in strict agreement ,Yith the revealed will of 
Christ as contained in the New Testament. 
This alone must be the rnle and directory in 
seeking for this model. All the laws needful 
for the observance of a church are there re
corded; therefore by-laws are not only un
necessary, but in many instances they prove 
detrimental, for human laws are never per
fect, and frequently those made by a church 
are soon found inefficient. A New Testament 
church should be entirely independent of the 
State. Ecclesiastical history amply testifies 
to the eTils accruing from a union at variance 
with the description giYen of his kingdom by 
Christ,-" My kingdom is not of this world" 
(John xviii. 36). Snch an union destroys the 
glorious liberty of Christ's church, as is ob
vions by the necessity of obtaining permission 
of the legislatnre to allow certain officers in 
the Episcopalian establishment to resign. 
Christ never intended, when He directed his 
Apostles concerning a gospel church, that 
civil rulers should interfere with its govern
ment and order. 

Mr. Collins then asked Mr. Pells to give an 
account of his call by grace. The following 
is the substance of Mr. Pells' reply :-He was 
born of Christian parents at Beccles, and at
tended the heart-searching ministry of Mr. 
George Wright, which induced a circumcised 
ear but not a circumcised heart. Under the 
influence of strong convictions he vainly re
solved in his own strength to amend his life. 
In the autumn of 1846 he absconded from 
home and obtained a situation in London, and 
throuo-h excessive labour suffered a serious 
illnes~ during which, and the following 
twelvemonth, he was totally unconcerned 
about the welfare of his soul. While resid
ing at Bungay, in 1848, there was a renewal 
of his former anxions spiritual concern, but 
it was not till he again lived in London that 
he had a true knowledge of his lost and ruined 
condition as a sinner. It was while under 
the ministry of Mr. James Wells that he ex
perienced this great change, while he was 
preaching from 1 Peter ii. 24. It was then 
he folt that unless Christ had borne his sins 
in Lis own body on the tree he must for ever 
perish, and reap the just reward of his own 
evil doings. He prayed earnestly to be de-

lil·crccl out of the horrible pit, nnd thnt his 
feet might be set 11pon the rock Christ; but 
the Bible appeared to him a sealed book, and 
the heavens as brnss. Sometimes he would 
gain a little comfort undor ~lr. Wells' minis
try, but it was in the perusal of the expe
rience of Caroline Morgan, in the EARTHEN 
YESSEL for Jnne, 18461 that his soul was set 
at liberty; that blessed mvitation of Christ was 
powerfully applied to him,-" Comenntome, 
all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest." He then found, as Dr. 
Hawker was accustomed to say," The Lord's 
commands are the Lord's enablings." It was 
rest such as never before had been experi
enced. He was overcome with joy, bent his 
knees in prayer, and praised the Lord for his 
goodness, telling Him the news seemed too 
good for one so unworthy. He subsequently 
found the glorious truths preached ,by Mr. 
Wells to be a savour of life unto life, and on 
Decembei· 19th, 1849, was the last of forty
four who were baptized in the Surrey Taber
nacle. Mr. Collins then asked Mr. Pells for 
an acconnt of his call to the ministry. In re
ply he said:-Soon after he joined the church 
some friends, judging from his conversation 
and prayers, had an inward impression he 
would be called to preach the everlasting 
Gospel. In April, 1850, was again taken ill, 
and believed he would not recover, but a good 
brother thought otherwise, and that by the 
benefit of the country air he would soon be 
restored, and tell poor sinners what God had 
done for him. On a certain Sabbath after
noon he felt a very solemn feeling while en~ 
gaging in prayer, and intimated he was about 
leaving those he loved most dear for the Gos
pel's sake, and sorrowed he should see their 
faces no more. During the time he was in 
prayer his good brother Cox was solemnly af. 
fected and imrressed that he would not die, 
but live and declare the works of the Lord. 
At a prayer meeting held at Mr. Chivers' 
house on a Monday evening, he was called 
upon to conduct the meeting and expound the 
Scriptures in his absence. With con·siderable 
diffidence he commenced speaking from Isaiah 
]xiv., but was set at liberty and enjoyed much 
while sneaking. The friends considered this 
was o,;ly the beginning of greater things. 
Soon after he had left London he was called 
upon to speak in a cottage at Rushmere; he 
felt very uneasy, anything but fit for so great 
a work. He did not see his path clear, yet 
dare not leave the work and sutler the cottage 
to be closed. He was about this time much 
tried, and fully doubted his call to the ~ini~
try. He told a friend that he must give 1t 
up. He replied, "I suppose you want an 
audible voice from heaven." He did not ex
pect that, but was anxious for an unmistake
able evidence of his call by grace and to the 
ministerial office. Soon after he wa~ called 
upon to preach at Walton. With trembling 
heart he went, but the Lord helped him. He 
returned to his old situation in London. soo.n 
after this. He was delighted to see his old 
friends and believed he should be at ease and 
not be ~alled on to preach; but God had de
termined otherwise. He agaiu returne~ to 
Beccies in ill health. There he remamed 
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ing on his !shonrs unless his heart be ri;;ht 
with God. If the heart he not right, nothin.r; 
can be right. No embellishment or gift can 
avail or make up for this one thing needful. 
See to it every day you are in the favour of 
God, then you shall not come imo condem
nation. Be sure you are experimentally ac
quainted with the grace of God in your own 
soul. Let it be a clear and settled point between 
God and you that you are a subject of grace. 
Seek that your soul be preserved in vigorous 
condition, and that there be the life of godli
ness in all your sacred ministrations. Do not 
imagine that because you are a Christian 
your ministerial duties will keep you on that 
elevation you ought to stand. Many a mi
nister has erred in this respect. Do not take 
it for granted that because you are a minister 
your soul will be preserved in fatness. It 
will require prayer and constant effort to live 
on high. You must study to do this, though 
it may cost you many hours of pain. Seek 
to be a workman needing not to be ashamed. 

soma time, commenced the drnpery business, 
occnsionnlly went out to preach, and assisted 
in the Sabbath-school and village preaching-. 
On his removal to Ipswich to commence busi
ness on a more extended scale, he was united 
in marriage to one of the Lord's family. He 
determined to give up preaching, and became 
superintendent of the Sabbath-school; still 
his mind at times would be uneasy about the 
ministry. He received various invitations, 
some of which he refused, others he accepted. 
But he secretly wished his mouth might be 
stopped while speaking, then he imagined he 
should not again be sent for. Health failed, 
his business was not in a prosperous condi
tion, and through illness he was corn pelled to 
give up all engagements. After restoration 
to health it was considered advisable he 
should not re-enter the Sabbath-school, but 
go where the Lord might send him to preach. 
He received an invitation from various 
churches to supply for them; amongst others, 
Tunstall, where he preached upwards of twelve 
months. During this period everything in a 
temporal point of view failed; be quitted bis 
business and devoted himself to the minis
terial work. He did not see the path clear to 
remain at Tunstall, so left that church in No
vember last, After preaching at Wisbeach 
two Sabbaths, and Clare four, he received a 
six-months invitation, with a view to the pas
torate. In June he received and accepted an 
unanimous call to become the pastor of the 
church at Clare, and has not a doubt, by the 
seal of approbation God has given to his 
labours in blessing the word to perishing sin
ners, be is in the right place. 

Mr. Collins asked Mr. Pelis to give a brief 
statement of the doctrines he intended to 
preach and maintain, which be did in a lucid 
and satisfactory manner. After singing a 
hymn, Mr. Collins concluded the morning 
service by prayer. 

2. Take heed to your conduct. This is a 
concern second to none. It not only will 
concern you, but others are affected by your 
deportment. Paul here gives good advice to 
Timothy (1 Tim. iii. 1-7). I hope you will 
walk as well as talk-wear well. You are a 
bishop-he must be blameless, not sinless, but 
of good reputation, that your messages may 
be well received; that you may have the 
prayers and sympathies of your people. 
Stand out in bold relief unspotted from the 
world. Holiness of ministerial character is 
not suffi.cfontly regarded even by 1:!ome 
churches. Some destitute churches have 
sought for a minister possessing every quali
fication but this. This should be considered 
of primary importance,-Is he a good man, 
one who walks with God, holding the faith in 
a pure conscience? Nothing bas been so in
jurious to Christianity as the scandalous lives 
of some professed ministers of Jesus Christ. 
Preach by your life as well as by your doc
trine. Talk not simply of a holy life, but 
let your very life speak of holiness. Minis
ters must not be like those drugs which are 
hot in the mouth but cold in operation, but 
like musk in 1inen, giving all a fragrance; or 
like a box of ointment, which when opened 
perfumes the room with its odour. Cresar 
said his wife was without fault or suspicion 
of being faulty. So should it be with minis
ters. Then if reports should fly about, people 
will say, "I don't believe it; I know him too 
well." "Follow righeousness. Fight the good 
fight of faith." 

The afternoon service was commenced bv 
Mr. Thornley, of Stowmarket, reading th·e 
Scriptures, and offering the ordination prayer. 
Mr. Cooper delivered the charge to the newly
elected pastor, from 1 Tim. iv. 16,-" Take 
heed to thyself and to the doctrine." Mr. 
Cooper remarked, Goel has put an honour on 
you, my brother. He has committee\ to you 
an important trust, having made you a 
steward o_f his mysteries. The duties en
joined on you by the text are not to be dis
regarded with impunity. A spirit of heed
lessness will prove an effectual barrier to 
your usefulness, impair your reputation, and 
damage your holiness. 

I. Take heed to yourself personally con
sidered, and as regard all the relations you 
sustain, but especially with the people of 
your charge. 

1. In respect to the state of your soul be
fore God. How fearful the state of those who 
are attentive to the vineyards of others, while 
their own is not kept I The Apostle Paul was 
concerned lest he should point the road to 
others and bo himself a cast-away. Yon 
must have the grnce of God in your own 
heart. He will not have much concern for 
the souls of others who is a stranger to that 
concern himself. He cannot hope for a bless-

3. Take heed to what is requisite to the 
right and honourable discharge of your min
isterial work. I hope your furniture, that is, 
your ministerial abilities, will be good. They 
are not so far advanced but they are capable 
of improvement. Remember they must be 
improved, or they will be likely to wither; or, 
as has been the case, they may be taken away. 
Labour to increase your stock of knowledge. 
Give attendance to reading (1 Tim. iv. 13). 
Let the Bible be your constant and chief 
study, with an eye to the Father oflights 1U1d 
the Spirit of truth to bless vour meditation. 
There is no necessity yon should confine all 
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your nttcntion to it, thour;h it should be the 
principal object of your investigntion. The 
Bible is the statute book of the kingdom to 
which you belong, and in which you labour; 
it is the grand treasury from which you are 
to draw. Dig deep in the mines of evangelic 
truth. Do not read it officially only, merely 
as a text-book to find texts, simply because 
you cannot get on witl10ut it, but read it as a 
poor and needy sinner, as one who has to give 
an account to God. "Let that word dwell in 
you richh· in all wisdom." Let it dwell in 
)'OU, Rnd)ike food, endeavour to digest it, 
that its words may find their WRY into your 
very heart's blood. You will find no helps 
comparable with the Scriptures, which are 
the heart and soul of God. The Bible shows 
how God's heart is in relation to the church. 
Gi.e some time to general reading. Do not be 
frightened by the notion of some, that you 
deal in dead men's brains, nor follow those 
-who boast of reading the Bible alone. I have 
known some such ministers, but never esti
mated them as an extra-spiritual race of folk, 
but remarkable for their presumption and 
conceit ; the heads of such ace often empty, 
but that is compensated by the vanity of 
their hearts. Disdain not to read the writings 
of men -who haYe had the special unction of 
the Spirit imparted to them, as Charnock, 
Flavel, Brine, and many others. Consult 
human authors; hear what the Spirit saith by 
these men, and may God bless your reading. 
Be as much in your study as yon can. it 
matters not what talents you possess, you 
must study if you will preach. Some say, 
they like to take the joint hot from the spit. 
It will soon be found out such men do not 
spend much time in study. Study the gram
mar of your own language. Rise early. The 
ex-Bishop of London surprised some of his 
clergy on one occasion by informing them 
four o'clock was his hour for rising. On sur
prise being expressed, he replied, "If I had 
not done that l should not have been your 
bishop." Cultivate a peaceful spirit. Do not 
become a partiza.n when you see a misunder
standing has arisen between brethren; get 
off the lire as far as you cao ; if you approach 
it let it be with a bucket of water. Command 
yourself, then will yon more readily com
mand others. Take heed to yourself. 

II. Take heed to your doctrine or teaching. 
N'ever dare to preach what yon do not your
self believe. The great theme of the minis
try is Christ. Do not allow yourself to de
viate from this subject, but determine to 
know nothing among men save Jesn.s and Him 
crucified. Your honour and honesty are con
nected with faithfulness on this point. The 
matter of your ministry is from Go.d, it is not 
left for yon to choose. Christ must not ue 
dividi,d; you must endeavour to preserve 
that beautiful symmetry which isto be found 
in the truth. l)o not preach Christ's person 
without his works, or his work. withon t his 
person; these two are inseparable. Unite 
his character and bis claims. On whatever 
cha.racter yon touch, remember it is founded 
011 his mectie,torial wo,·k.. Do not divide the 
law and Gospel; you must distingn.islj, and 
put each in its proper place. I hope you 

venerate God's le.w in tho hands of Chl'ist, as 
a rule of practice to the saints. Exhibit tho 
law in the Gospel. Preach plainly, with the 
greatest simplicity. It is improper for minis
ters to seek for admiration: Paul did not so 
do ( 1 Cor. ii. 4 ). I have heard simple pl'each
ing from great men. Do not ~et among the 
stars or speculative matters m the pulpit, 
such as the decl'ees of God-condition of this 
world if sin had n9t been introduced; do not 
lug these into the pulpit. Be faithft)l, God 
looks more at faithfulness than at any other 
matte!'. You are accountable for your faith
fulness, not your success. I mourn ovel' the 
enors which a.re creeping into the professing 
Church-and even our own denomination
whereby the harmony of the Trinity in man's 
sa.lvation is despoiled; the Father being re
presented as a sovereign, and the Son as hav
ing universal love. Do not preach yourself; 
let the church see you are a humble, devote(! 
minister. Preach Christ prayerfiµly; those 
ministers have been most successf,µ who 
have prayed most. The )l\te Dr. Payson has 
been known to spend .three s1,iecessive l;iours 
prostrate on tl;ie floor of his study with his 
Bible in his h!lnd. Pre.y as ha,rd as you can 
into the meaning of passages of Scripture, 
and pray your way into the pulpit. J','.e11ch 
the Gospel experimentally. It is II most 
miserable sensation not to feel what yon are 
uttering. Let your ministry be spiritul!l, 
Expect discouragements, there may be a lack 
of affections; but remember you h11Ve tl/.<i 
promised presence of you. Master, and your 
reward. 

The service was concluded by solemn 
prayer, offered by 111r. Howell, of Sible Iie
dingham. 

The evening servi/le commenced at s.even 
o'clock. Mr. Barnes, of Glensford, re.,i.d the 
hymns. After reading and prayer by .Mr. J. 
E. Perrin, Mr. Dickerson, of London, preached 
to the church from 1 Thess. v. 12-13. He 
noticed (1) The position in which a pastor 
stands, in relation to t)le church, as a presi
dent and a. labourer. (2) The r.elative duties 
of the people to the minister.. They_ are to 
know him, esteem him very highly 111 love 
for his work's sake. The discourse was an 
excellent one, and the remarks every way 
suited to the occ11sion; al).d at nine o'clock 
the happy proceedings of the day wer11 
brought to a close. 

EBENEZER, BATH. 
DEAR BA.NKs,-I know you are always 

glad to spread abroad the prosperity of Zion1 
and I take the liberty of writing to you, a~ a 
lover of the glorious truths of the everlastmg 
gospel when preached in all its fulness, to 
send yon a line or two relative to the Lord's 
goodness to us as a Church a,t EbeJ1czer on 
our Anniversary, August 19th, 1856. ,Aft<:r 
much wrestliug in prayer to God for h1& 
direction.s, we were led to invite that 1111111 of 
God, llfr. J. Wells, of London. We wnite1tod 
him· but we had a denial. We wrest e 
agai;, • and like one of old, we were deter
mined not 'to let Him go ex.cept He he~-l'd ll~, 
It appeared thiB was in aoooi·dano? with his 
divine will; f!)I' when we wrote agam we had 
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ottr nnswer that he would cotnl!. The Jbll"· 
looked-for day came; and we had the ple~
sure of seeing face to face the man we had 
been asking for so long. In the afternoon we 
had our heavenly Master's presence. Mr. 
Wells took his text from Isaiah iv. 5: "And 
the Lord will create upon every dwelling
place of Mount Zion," &c. Our souls were 
refreshed. In the evening he was directed to 
Hebrews iv. 10, 11: "For he that is entered 
into his rest," &c. We had a good congrega
tion; colJections good; we enjoyed the Word; 
and we pray that the seed sown may spring 
up in converting some poor sinner or sinners, 
that the Lord's name might be glorified, 

On the Sabbath following, our baptlzing 
took place in the river Avon. It was a de
lightful morning, a.nd hundreds of people 
were gathered together to witness the solemn 
ordinance. Our dear pastor, Mr. Kellaway, 
commenced the service by giving out that 
precious hymn-

" Jesus ! and eh all it ever be, 
A mortal man ashamed of thee?" 

Mter singing, Mr. Kellaway engaged in 
prayer, and then addresse.d the people in a 
very solemn manner. Mr. J. Wilkins, of 
Brighton, baptized four candidates in the 
name of the blessed Trinity. In the chapel, 
Mr. Wilkins spoke from John's gospel, xi. 
51, 52, to a large congregation. In the after
noon Mr. Kellaway took the candidates into 
the church, with three others from other 
churches, and Mr. Wilkins administered the 
ordinance to our souls. Mr. Kellaway 
preached a very impressive sermon in the 
evening. We have enjoyed suoh seasons at 
Ebenezer as I hope will never be forgotten. 
We can truly say the Lord is with us and 
blessing us; and to his name be all the praise 
and all the glory. JOHN RECORD, 

STRICT COMMUNION. 
Bedford, Sept. 13, 1856. 

DEAR FruEND,-1 am almost ashamed to 
intrude upon you my own affairs while yon 
are called, in the providence of God, to wade 
throu[h such deep waters; but I ttust a cove
nant uod will bring you safely through, and 
without reproach. 

I told you, when I last saw you, that I 
should leave Bedford: but I did not then 
t'.hink that my 1·emoval was so near at hand. 
But having sent in my resignation to the little 
church, which would have released me at 
Christmas, that act appearecl to work a 
change in the feelings and intentions of some 
at once, and my warmest friends looked 
coldly and seemed to become heartless in the 
cause. But I shall not dweil upon weak
nesses to which we rll'e all liable. I will try 
ancl make the recollection of past kindness to 
turn the edge of subsequent changes. 

My dear friend, I have bitterly proved that 
mixed communion will blast church prospe
rity, and be as fetters nrouud the minister. 
I soon saw this, and soon retraced my way to 
strict communion; but the injury was clone. 
Wo had a nice company, and every appear
ance of prosperity, until the church was 
opened, which wounded the minds of many 

of our choicest Mendg, who at once with
drew. Bnt I doubt not it was thus needful 
to me to be convinced of its impossibility. I 
hope I shall, through grace, profit by so pain
fol a lesson to the end of my days. 

It is my intention, therefore, to return at 
once to London, with my dear wife and fa
mily, The removal of my business there will, 
I believe, be an advantage to me. 

Yoo will, thetefore, kindly bear in mind 
that I am at liberty to supply any destitute 
church near London. I cannot think again 
of going into the country to settle, as my bu
siness would render it nnj ustifiable; but 
whenever I can be of use ( with such restric
tions ), I shall be happy to speak in my Ma.s
ter's name. But let all my friends know that 
henceforth I shall not shame to assert my 
own principles as a Baptist; and, therefore, 
shall for the future abide by strict commu
nion. 

Wishing yon all grace and support from 
above, I am yours sincerely, 

JOSEPH PALMER, 
[Very recently we had private conversation 

with this brother. We hope his last change 
will prove to be one of sterling principle, and 
that much usefulness awaits him. Our own 
pathway has long been beclouded: the cloud 
is bursting. We hope the Lord will enable ns 
clearly and faithfully to unfold the whole; 
and that Psalm =vii. 6 shall he perfectly 
true in us. ED. E. V.] 

GRAVESEND. 
THE Anniversary of Zoar Chnpel, Peacock 

Street, Gravesend, was held in Zion Chapel, 
Windmill Street (kindly lent for the occasion), 
on Monday, Aug. 25, 1856. We were favoured 
with a tine day-good attendance-good 
preaching-,.nd good collections ; for which 
we " thank God, and take courage." About 
150 sat down to dinner, and 250 sat down to 
tea. The truth of God was precious to the 
souls of the people, his presence and his 
power was felt and enjoyed, and to his grettt 
name shall be all the glory. 

On the following Wednesday evening, the 
27th, Mr. Stringer baptize,l seven believers 
on the confession of their faith at Zoar Cha
pel-two males-five fomales. He addressed 
the audience at the head of the pool from 
2 Cor. v. 14: "The love of Christ constmin
eth us." Noticing (1) The principle that 
constraineth. (2) The people constrained. 
(3) The practice they were and are con
strained unto. Good order prevailed, the 
people were attentive, solemnity was promi
nent sweetness felt and enjoyed, the ordi
nande scripturally clefendecl, and the Redeem
er's commnnd observed. Our dear brother 
John Nichols read and prayed solemnly
whose kind services with us were acceptable 
and valu8ble. Mr. Stringer stated the num
ber of Calvinistic particular Baptist chm·ches 
in England and \Vales. In Euglaud, 1574; 
in Wales, 373; total, 1947-a noble detach
ment of Emmannel's army-and shonld they 
be cfbllecl into action, would certainlf appear 
"terrible as an army with banners.' " Pray 
for the peace and prosperity of Jerusalem." 

T-S---. 
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ROSS, HEREFORDSHIRE. 
Whitestone, Herefordshire, 

Sept. 10, 1856. 
DEAR BROTHER,-1 have no doubt that 

you will be glad to hear of what is doing in 
the kingdom of Christ in this part of the 
land. 

The noted town of Ross, Herefordshire, has 
had for many years a Baptist cause under the 
name of Particula,·; but, like many other 
chm·ches, only so in name. In this cause 
there have been some really sterling men, 
whose minds have been led to understand the 
Lord's word, as to the character of his kino-
dom, its foundation, and the laws and ordi
nances thereof; and whatever may have been 
the notions of others upon these subjects, 
they have been enabled to measure spiritual 
things by the measure of the sanctuary, and 
they have given preference to God's rule and 
measure in these matters. 

The subject of Open Communion has fol
lowed the advocacy of loose doctrinal views, 
and has, for a great number of years, been 
the source of many unhappy debates; but 
till recently the majority were always ou the 
strict side of the question. However, there 
has been a change in th~ ministry, and by a 
determmed effort there 1s now a change in 
the law also. Consequently the strict friends 
(15 in number) have been driven from their 
long-loved home and associations as dear to 
them as their own lives; bnt they have fought 
the battle nobly and unflinchingly, and now 
stand out as men of principle. 

Notice being given, some weeks previously, 
of the desire of these dear friends to be 
formed into a church on strict principles, I 
went to Ross on Lord's day, August 30, for 
that purpose, and here I found a room com
fortably fitted up for the worship of Jehovah. 
Our morning service was well attended, and 
the people seemed to hear well. In the after
noon the little church was formed after the 
following order: \Ye opened the service by 
reading and prayer; then gave an address on 
the nature, laws, and ordinances of Christ's 
kingdom, and showed the obligation of be
lievers to obey Him whom God the Father 
had raised to the highest dignit.v and honour. 
I endeavoured to show them that true Chris
tian love was first drawn out anrl manifested 
to the great Author of salvation, and then to 
his peovle. Mr. Hill then briefly stated the 
painful circumstances of their separation, and 
also gave a statement of the doctrines held 
by the friends he represented. I then ad
dressed the friends on their present conspi
cuous position, the trials which were likely to 
follow this step, the pleasing consciousness of 
having acted from pure motives, aud a desire 
to promote the glory of God according to his 
ow11 directious; also the new duties devolv
ing upon them. I then gave to each the right 
haud of fellowship, all(l after a prayer for a 
blessing to rest upon this little hill of Zion, 
we dispersed till the evening service, when 
Mr. Junes, of Ln,y's Hill, preached a very 
powerful sermon from Ez"kiel xliii. 10-li. 
After which he administered the ordinance of 
tb0 Lord's /,upper to the newly-formed 
hurcl1. The \\'hole business of the day was 

attended with much enjoyment to us all• niul 
it is hoped that the co1irse these few faithful 
friends have taken may have a salutary in, 
flueuce npon the surrounding churches who 
with but few exceptions, have opened th~ 
Communion to unbaptized persons. 

I remain, dear brother, yours in Jesus, 
JOSEPH MOORE, 

CHARLES STREET CHAPEL, KEN
NINGTON. 

llfa. EDITOR,-! feel pleasure in sending 
particulars of a meeting held on Monday 
8th September, in Charles Street Chapel: 
Camberwell New Road, on which occasion the 
friends who collected for a fund to enable us 
to erect a large room for our sabbath school 
produced the result of their labours. About 
60l. wa_s forwarded to the Treasurer, which 
constramed us to exclaim, " What hath God 
wrought for us!'' Some addresses were de
livered from the word of command delivered 
by Moses to Israel: "Go FORWARD." At the 
close of the meeting, which was of a most 
satisfactory naturQ, a committee was formed 
and resolutions made to commence the build'. 
ing as soon as possible. Further notice of 
our proceedings will be. forwarded to you, 
trustmg that the Lord will prosper us in this 
our undertaking for his own glorv and the 
good of souls. • 

A LOVER OF THE SABBATH SCHOOL. 

111R. EVERETT.-In reading your sketch of 
the life of my much-esteemed friend Mr. 
Everett, in the EARTHEN VESSEL, there are 
two inaccuracies. The last text my old friend 
preached from was not from Nehemiah, but 
Nahum, 1st chap. 7th verse, "The Lord is 
good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and 
he knoweth them that trust in him." The 
remembrance of the ministry of this highly
esteemed servant of God will be long appre
ciated by the little flock over whom he was 
pastor in this place, not, as you have it, once a 
month, but once a week for five years, with 
scarcely any intermission. 

The simplicity of style, the correctness of 
doctrine, and the peculiarly savory manner 
in which he delivered his message from God, 
made him a valuable instrument to us; and 
one material feature in his ministry was, that 
he was free from .every sectarian feeling; he 
proclaimed the doctrines of the grace of God, 
and loved all those that bore the image of the 
beloved Jesus, belong to whomsoever they 
might, and this not in word, but in deed and 
in truth. GEol\GE LilmRT, 

Forest, Waltl,amstow. 

JlfR. JoHN STENSON, oF CHELSEA,-A few 
days since we sat beside this deeply-affiicted 
brother. He is almost powerless and speech
less. Many medical men have pronounced 
his case beyond the reach of cure; but as we 
looked upon him, hope seemed to say," There 
is nothing too hard for the Lord." Mr. Sten
son has lost his valuable deacon, Mr. Rose, 
and the cause at Carmel cries out for a living 
and ~ laborious ambas6ador of Christ. 
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MERCY IN THE ELEVENTH HOUR, 
on, PRAYIIR ANSWERED AFTER TllIRTY-TWO 

YEARS. 
Mn. EDITOn,-lf the folJowing account of 

the Lord's dealings with me and my mother 
ue acceptable to you for insertion in the 
EAI<TIIEN VnsaEL, it is at your service, and 
I pray the Lord to bless it to the encourage
ment of any who may be under similar cir
cumstances, still to press forward; " for the 
vision is for an appointed time; and though 
it tarry, wait for it." 

I remain, yours affectionately, 
Limehouse, London. THOMAS HALL, 

It is now nearly thirty-three years ago. 
was then a very worldly young man, follow
ing and loving the evil courses of this world 
as far as my means would allow, being fond 
of playing music, singing songs, dancing, and 
going to the theatres, being quite joyful and 
happy in my awful state; .but in the midst of 
my career and folly, I was providentially led 
into a little chapel where William Wales 
Horne used to preach, in 3, Colt Street, Lime
house, and the Lord met me under his mi-
11istry and brought me down as a guilty sin
ner crying for mercy, and for several months 
I was daily afraid of dying and falling into 
perdition, for my conscience was loaded with 
guilt, and I knew not how or where to get 
deliverance : my conduct now was very dif
ferent, and my mother could not make out 
what was the matter with me, though she 
knew I went to a chapel, and she said she 
would rather see me go the way I had been 
going, for then I was only ruining my body, 
but now I went to meeting I was rttining my 
body and soul too, for she hated ·and detested 
the meetingers and the crawling pantilers. 
And I can well remember, when I was a boy 
there was an old woman, a Mrs. Spence, who 
used to get her living by carrying water from 
the river to supply the inhabitants, and my 
mother used to rail very much against that 
poor woman, calling her all manner of ugly 
names, so that I used to look at her with a 
degree of terror, and I thought she must be 
a. witch, or a wizard, or something worse ; 
but since I have grown up, I found out that 
she was a good old christian, a member of 
Mr. Bailey's, at Zoar Chapel, Alie Street, 
Whitechapel, London ..... But to return: 
my mother could not stop me from going to 
chapel, and after a few months the Lord gave 
me deliverance, and a hope in Jesus Christ, 
so that I was now like a prisoner set at 
liberty with a free pardon. I now began to 
convert everybody as I thought, but I was 
wofu!Jy mistaken, for I found l could convert 
nobody, especially my mother, for she said 
she would go to hell her own road, where her 
mother and father, her grandmother and 
grandfather, and all her relations, had gone 
before her; and that God himself could never 
make her believe the doctrines of the uible; 
these expressions ofttimes horrified mo, but 
I cont'inued still to pray for her up to the 
present time, and about ten weeks ago she 
was laid on a sick bod, still in an hardened 
state; but after she had been confined about 
a month, the Lon\ opened her eyes and 

showed her her state, and now she began to 
cry for mercy, for she saw and felt that she 
was a sinner in the sight of God and under 
his condemnation, and was crying day and 
night for mercy in Jesus' name. I spoke to 
her, and encouraged her all I could, by show
ing what the blood of Christ had done, and 
what it still could do-even Manasseh, Mag
dalene, and the thief on the cross, who was 
saved in the last hour, and that same pre
cious blood could save her. 

Oh! how eagerly did she swallow clown 
my words and call for mercy; hut at times, 
she would cry out, 0 Torn, I shalJ go raving 
mad! 0 Lord, have mercy upon my sinful 
soul ! These were piercing words to me. I 
ag,iin told her that the blood of Christ was 
able to save an old sinner as well as a young 
sinner, for it could save to the uttermost all 
that came unto Him, feeling their needy and 
helpless condition, and that I hoped He 
would save her soul at last. I called in one 
Sunriay morning when she bad had a dreadful 
night, and us soon as she saw me, she cried out, 
" 0 Torn, pray for me, pray for me;" which I 
<lid, and I begged of the Lord to look down 
in pity, and show her mercy tht"Ough the pre
cious blood of Christ, in which she heartily 
and earnestly joined, and shortly after this 
she seemed to have a little ease; and on 
J\Ionday, September 8, after I had been wrest
ling in prayer for her, and had just got np 
from my knees, the Lord broke in upon my 
soul with these precious words:-

" He is able, he is willing, doubt no more." 
Thus, after thirty-two years, the Lord gave 
me an answer to my many prayers. The 
tears of love and gratitude now began to flow, 
and I firmly believed that my poor old mother, 
after a very long life of ein and rebellion, was 
saved at last, with an everlasting salvation. 
She continued in prayer while she was able 
to speak, and a few hours before she died, 
she called for me, but I was not there, and 
when I came home she was insensible, and 
at 11 o'clock on Friday night, September 12, 
1856, she breathed her last, and I scarcely 
could see that she was gone. 

Thus she died, being nearly 88 years old, 
and she was buried in lcit. James's Church
yard, Ratcliffe. 

She her long life the truth despise,!, 
But at the last the truth she prizd; 
When sinking almost in despair, 
God heard and.also answer'd prayer. 
\Vhat sov'reign grace, whnt mighty power, 
To rescue in th' eleventh hour! 
And what could melt this heart of stone, 
But Jesus' blood, and that alone? 

llfr. WARD announced to us the fact that 
Mr. Bunyan l\I'Cure had transmitted the cash 
to redeem his friends. 

l\Ir. WILLIA>I GnosER finishe,l his course 
towards the close of Wednesday, the 6th 
August, after an illness of about two years' 
dumtion, which was especially severe. Hi., 
last labour was preparing and arranging arti
cles for the Baptist Ma_qazfae for the current 
month, and sending it through the pres;:;. 
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0 BIT U ARY. 
A FEW REMINISCENCES IN THE LIFE OF 

THE LATE ~JR. JOSEPH LETTICE, TWENTY• 
THREE YEARS DEACON OF THE PARTICU• 
I.AR BAPTIST CHURCH AT OUNDLE, IN 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

" The memory of the just ,'s blessed." 

""HATEVER the Word of God has declared, 
is fact without controversy -is gold without 
alloy-is pure without the least contami
nation-is real without anything approxi
mating to counterfeit, and is perfection of 
truth in all its parts and bearings, without 
any admixture of error, and an authenticity 
that cannot be parleyed or trifled with. 
The11 here is a fact stated, and we know it 
to be such, because we finu it in God's Word. 
The memory of the j'USt is blessed. This is 
pre-eminently true conceming our most 
glorious Christ, who is the Jwt One; but it is 
also true concerning his members, and more 
especially so of those who have lived in, and 
been favoured with some more than ordi
nary manifestations of the di,ine presence. 
How manv of God's dear children are there 
who can testify to this truth in their expe
rience, while hearing, or readi.!Jg, or thinking 
over the life of some one or other of God's 
family !-how sweet to trace a work of grace 
in its first beginnings, or in its maturer de
velopment !-how precious to discern in the 
life of the Christian the portraiture of his 
divine .Master!- and whether we follow him 
amidst the various trials connected with his 
private life, or in the world, '.o be :ab_Ie to say 
of him, "Behold an Israelite mdeed, m whom 
is no guile." We trace the character of s~ch 
an one with sweetness and pleasure which 
the tongue fails to set forth, or the pen to 
portray; we are! as i~ were, ca~ght ~p to_ t~e 
third heaven wrth him, and with him sit m 
the heavenly places; we see the end of his 
trials and afl!ictions, and could wish that ours 
were ended also;-yes, verily, the memory of 
the just is blessed; it conveys a sweetness to 
the soul we cannot describe; we feel a union 
to the departed one that is stronger than 
death and which the grave cannot separate; 
and ,.;e accompany the disembodied spirit _to 
the re!!ions of everlasting day, behold hrm 
casting his crown at Jesus' feet, and would 
fain cast ours there also, but we feel that a 
veil of mortality still hangs between ns; 
and in such hallowed seasons we earnestly 
" long for even1ng t,~ und~e.ss, t~at we, too, 
may rest with God, and ,JO!ll wrth, the ?e
parted saint in that glor10us song m wluch 
all the ransomed unite, "Unto him that 
bath loved ns and washed us from our sins 
in his own blood, and hath made us kings 
and pl'iests unto God and his Father, to him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever, 
amen." It is then we breathe out the fervent 
desire of the poet-

"\n1cn shall the dny, denr Lord, appear, 
That I shall mount to dwell above, 

And stand and bow amongst them there, 
And see thy face, and sing, and love?" 

Yes, I sl,all be satisfied wl,en I awalce up in 
thy likeness. 

Thus the believer in Jesus, by precious ex
perience, is often enabled to set to his seal 
that tho Word of God is trne; he feels, indeed, 
that the memory of the just is blessed: this 
being the case, it does appear strange that so 
few find a place in the history of our churches, 
or in onr general biography. 

Mr. Joseph Lettice, the subject of this 
memoir, was born at Great Gidding, on the 
31st of August, 1786. His parents, John and 
Mary Lettice, who have long ago restecl 
from their labonrs, for many years were a 
principal support to the Particular Baptist 
interest there; and, holding a farm at Gidding, 
greatly assisted, by cartage and otherwise, in. 
the hnilding of the chapel, which was erected 
in the year 1790. Being both members of the 
Church, they generally entertained the mi
nisters who came amongst them as strangers, 
and truly it might be said of them, that they 
"honoured the Lord with their substance;" 
and verily it was returned a hundredfold 
into their own bosom, for, out of nine children 
with which they were blessed, they lived to 
see eight of them walking in the ordinances 
and statutes of the Lord's honse, a blessing 
of no small magnitude for God-fearing parents 
to enjoy. Although often surrounded by 
adverse scenes, and the difficulties necessarily 
attendant upon the bringing up of so large a 
family they for many years maintained ~n 
honou{·able position at Gidding; and, by a hfe 
and conversation becoming the Gospel, were 
living epistles of the grace of God. After fight
ing the good fight of faith, th,ey were b~th 
enabled by grace to finish ,their cou~se with 
joy. Mrs. Lettice sweetly fell asleep m Je~us 
about the year 1820, shortly after repeatmg 
that beautiful stanza of dear Watts,-

" When I a[ pear in yonder cloud, 
With al the favoured throng, 

Then will I sing more sweet, more loud, 
And Christ shall be my song." 

Mr. Lettice survived his beloved partne1; 
about five years, when, after eighty-two ye~r~ 
sojourn in the wilderness, his happy sp~rrt 
took its flight to the regions of everlastmg 
day. d .. 

Thns much for the parents: an · 1t. 1s no 
small mercy to have G_od-fearing pa)·ents, 
who in secret wrestle with fervent cries to 
God on the behalf of their offspring; . nor 
shall such petitions or earnest snpplrcatr~n• 
be in vain when offered up in accordance Wft!1 
the will of heaven: when the Holy Spmt 
enables us with fervent entreaty to wrestle {0 r 
the blessing, we may rest assurer] tlrnJ t ;t 
God, who has enabled us thus to pie~ , ~rif 
assuredly grant us the mercy we se~,~-
ye ask anything," said our dear Lord, m my 
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nnme, it shnll be done unto you of my Father 
which is in henven." Here is surely encournge
ment enough for praying parents still to go 

· on, though \heir hearts mny be pierced with 
rnnny II barbed arrow from the untoward 
conduct of a thankless child: yet wrestle on, 
do not despair, our God will answer fervent 
prayer. Although the subject of this memoir 
was the subject of many prayers (no doubt 
even before he came into the world), still the 
preceding remarks need not have been made 
in reference to him, as very early in life it 
pleased the Lord to call him by the drawings 
of his love; in fact, we have no means of 
ascertaining the particular means made use 
of to bring him to a knowledge of himself as 
a sinner before God, and J esns Christ as a 
Saviour; it might have been a severe affliction 
which he was called to pass through: when 
only about nine years old he suffered very 
much from a diseased knee, which terminated 
in the loss of his leg by amputation, and so acute 
and sharp were his sufferings from the intense 
pain in the diseased limb, that ha is said to 
have smiled when the surgeons entered the 
room for the purpose of removing it. 

After this severe trial his father determined 
to make him a proficient in learning, so that 
he might be enabled to earn a respectable 
livelihood without manual labour, for which 
he wonld now bo incompetent. 

Soon after this period this young disciple
earnest in his Master's cituse, and especially 
solicitous, if it were the will of heaven, for 
the eternal salvation of those who were con
nected with him in the ties of brotherhood
while in company with an elder brother one 
day, proposed that they should spend a 
few minutes in prayer together, and from 
that few minutes that elder brother dated 
the commencement of hi$ spiritual life; this 
brother, whose name was Robert, was through 
rich gritce enitbled many years to show forth 
the praises of Him who had called him out 
of darkness into his marvellous light. He 
1·esided at Warmington, and on a Lord's day 
morning might constantly be seen labouring 
(not for that meat which perisheth, but) for 
that meat that endureth unto everlasting 
life; for many years he was a consistent mem
ber of the Particular Baptist cause at Onnrlle, 
and used to travel thither to hear the Word 
of life: he rested from his labours and entered 
into the joy of his Lord in the early part of 
last summer. 

In the year 1800, for the purpose above 
stated, Joseph was placed under the care of a 
Mr. May, an efficient schoolmaster at Oundle, 
and here he made such proficiency in his 
learning, that his master dying in 1803, and 
when he was only seventeen years old, the 
care of the school devolved entirely upon him, 
which he managed five years fot· the widow, 
with credit to himself and the general satis
faction of his patrons; so mnch so, that, 
referring to this periocl in a memorandum 
found among his papers, he says, u after 
managing the school five years for the widow, 
I had it on my own account, ,md the Lord 
of his tender mercy favoured me with much 
success; he prospered ,ff'Y e;tertions, and 
blessed me abundantly. Bemg a man of 

God, whose walk and conversation fully bore 
witness to the profession be mitde, he was 
frequently entrusted with the charge of the 
sons of ministers; and who can calculate the 
advantage or benefit which many of them 
have derived from his walk, his counsels, or his 
prayers? as it was his constant practice, morn
ing and evening, to bow with them before the 
throne of the heavenly grace. 

In 1817 he publicly put on Christ by pass
ing through the baptismal waters; and in 
1823 was chosen to the office of deacon, 
which he honourably filled, with benefit to 
the church, and a blessing to many of its 
members until the year 1846-the time of 
his leaving Oundle. I am sorry that I am 
debarred from quoting largely from his memo
randa and letters, for, as his life generally 
breathed a sweet spirit of devotion, I feel 
assured these would be perused with much 
interest and profit; indeed, the seed of eternal 
life which he was the honoured instrument 
under God of sowing in the heart of his 
brother, he was enabled under the divine 
blessing to water abundantly by his letters 
and co11versation. Hobert has been heard to 
say many times, that the letters of his dear 
brother Joseph have been most precious to 
his soul, and that he derived more beuefit 
from them generally than he did from ser
mons. He was very useful to the cause at 
Oundle, honourable in the position in which 
God had placed him, and pro,perous in his 
worl<lly calling. With a dear wife and small 
family, of one son and two daughters, he con
tinued to pursue the "even tenor of his way,'' 
beneath the smilings of his Father's face, and 
surrounded by every earthly comfort, until 
about the year 1840, when a small cloud 
arose in his circumstances, and although not 
at first porte11tous, it was eventnnlly designed 
to be the harbinger of a terrible flood, which, 
like a besom, was permitted to sweep his 
house and his cfrcumstances, leaving him, as 
to his circumstances, destitute, and, as re
gards his family, alone, with nothing to rest 
upon but the faithfulness of a covenant God, 
and none near to console and comfort him in 
the season of affliction and distress through 
which he was ea.lied to pass of those whom 
he brought up. 

About this time he was advised to build a 
public room for lectures, &c., on his little pro
perty, which sunk tile estate before the rooms 
were finished, and the building of the British 
School soon after this consumed his living: 
of which he speaks, "I trust it has been, and 
will co11tinue to be, a lasting benefit and 
blessing to the inhabitants of Oundle; yet it 
was very hurtful to me as an individual, and 
deprived me of my principal support." A 
dear and much-loved daughter (and the wife 
of' one of the present deacons of the Church.) 
wns, some little time alter this, n!.1mbcred 
with the dead, but there was much mercy 
connected with this visitation-she died i1> the 
Lord." "By the same kind Providence," he 
snys, "which cut off my supply and ,fried up 
my brook at Oundle, by various losses, crosses, 
and adverse scenes-by that same kin<l Provi
dence, in October, 1846, I was directed to 
Aldwinkle, 11nd here I am to testify still to 



TIU! EARTHEN VESSEL, [OCTOBER ] , 1856. 

t.lw g-oodness and faithfulness of the Lord, 
nnd the tenderness of my friends." Some little 
time after he was settled at Aldwinkle, the 
drsire of his eves was remoYed. That was an 
n.ffiiction indeed, hut the Lord enabled him to 
snbmit to the trying stroke in humble faith; 
the tear was scarcely dried upon his furrowed 
cheek, when he was called to visit the death
bed scene of his only surviving daughter 
at Leicester, but she, too, died in sure and 
certain hope of a glorious resurrection to eter
nal life, and declared with her dying breath, 

" Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are." 

Now, as regards his own family, he might 
be said to be alone; he had only one left, and 
that a prodigal son. Mav it be seen in that 
day when the sheep pass again under the 
hand of Him that telleth them, that his earnest 
prayers, his strong crying and tears on be
half of thnt wayward and wandering boy, 
have not been in vain. 

While he resided at Aldwinkle hls trials 
were ,aried and heavy, and in his latter days 
he often had to experience that it was through 
much tribulation he must enter the kingdom; 
but he still found the promise true "as thy 
days thy strength shall be." 

God was pleased in much mercy to answer 
his prayer in regard to his removal from this 
,·ale of tears. He had often prayed that he 
might have a gentle descent into the Valley 
of the Shadow of Death; this was granted; 
his last affliction was short-nature, as if 
worn out, sank painless into the arms of 
death; he could say but little, but that little 
was enough to prove that he was firmly fixed 
upon the R-0ck of eternal ages, hls faith was 
placed alone upon the finished work of his 
risen and glorified Lord; and on the 11th of 
June, 1856, hls happy spirit took a long fare
well of the clay tabernacle which was crumb
ling to dust, to join that glorious assemblage 
that John in beautiful vision saw, who had 
come up out of great tribulation, and h~d 
washed their robes and made them white m 
the blood of the Lamb. 

" One gentle sigh their fetters break, 
We scarce can say they're gone, 

Before the happy spirit takes 
Its mansion near the throne." 

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the up
right, for the end of that man is peace." 

The friends at Aldwinkle deeply felt his 
loss, he was among them a living epistle of 
the grace of God and an affectionate friend: 
he was interred in the churchyard, and his 
death was improved, on the following Lord's 
day, by the Rev. E. Amery, to an attentive 
audieuce. JosEPH. 

Cain bridge. 

MRS. THOMAS POCOCK. 
DEA& lcDITOR,-Knowing you record the 

death of many of the lovers of Zion, will you 
insert the following small tribute of respect 
to the memory of the late 

Mns. THoMAB PococK, 
the beloved and affectionate wife of Mr. 
Thomas Pocock, of Southwark, who died at 

Sydcnham, August 1st, 185G, during a tem. 
pornry residence at that place? 

The writer would not feel justified in writ
ing these fow simple facts, if he were entirely 
to pass over the excellent natural gifts which 
it pleased God to bestow upon the departed. 
Perhaps it will suffice to say, that in the ha
bits of industry, perseverance, and that of 
domestic :peace aud order, very few did her 
excel. 

The life of the departed, as a Christian, 
was of a very quiet nature, expressing to but 
few the exercises of her mind relative to eter
nal things. 

It is quite evident that the throne of grace 
was her refuge and trust in times of trial, let 
those trials be what they might. Again and 
again she would supplicate the Lord to ap
pear on her behalf. Jt was there she would 
ever remember her partner in life and family 
individually. 

Two verses of a hymn, which she often re
peated with great emphasis, will show what 
her confidence was.. They are as follows:-

" I'll go to Jesus, though my sin 
Rath like a mountain rose; 

I know his courts; I'll enter in, 
Whatever may oppose. 

" Prostrate I'll lay before his throne, 
And there my guilt confess; 

I'll tell Him I'm a wretch undone, 
Withont his sovereign grace." 

During an illness of a lingering kind, the 
departed would express both hope and fear 
as to recovery; but at times she would be 
more resigned to the will of the Lord con
cerning her affliction. Another favourite 
verse or two of a hymn will bear me out. 

"Here perfect bliss can ne'er be found-
The honey's mixed with gall; 

'Midst changing scenes and dying friends, 
Be thou my all in all. 

"There is an hour when I must lie 
Low on affliction's bed, 

And anguish, pain, and tears become 
My bitter daily bread." 

In reading the writings of good men, the 
departed would write Amen with the author 
by pencil-marks in parts touching her expe
rience. The following i& one out of many
it is on submission:-

To be sure, " It is well when all things go 
according to our wish; when there is nothing 
in l'rovidence that crosses om· desires, that 
thwarts our designs, that sinks our hopes, or 
awakens our fears-submission is easy work 
then; but to have all things seemingly against 
us, to have God smiting in the tenderest 
part, unravelling all our schemes, contradict
ing our desires, and standing aloof from our 
very prayers-how do we behave the!'? 
This is the true touchstone of our sincenty 
and submission." 

When asked, dming the last few hours of 
her illness, if Jesus was precious to her s~ul, 
her answer was in the aflirmative, repe11t111g 
those beautiful lines-
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"J\fy soul looks back to see 
Tho burden thou didst bear, 

While lmnging on the cursed tree, 
And hopes her guilt was there.'' 

During the time of her pilgrimage she had 
heard, with profit to her soul, the late Mr. 
Stevens, of Meard's Court, and also Mr. Den· 
hnm, of Unicorn Yard, Tooley Street, and a 
few others, who still contend that all 

"Israel mnst to glory go 
As trophies of his grace; " 

-still contend for the faith once delivered to 
the saints. 

On August 6th, her mortal remains were 
conveyed to the house appointed for all living 
in the cemetery at Norwood. The bereaved 
family aucf a few friends of the departed paid 
the last tribute of respect to her memory. 

The Dissenting minister of the place, after 
reading the latter part of the 15th chapter of 
the first Epistle of Paul to the Corinthians, 
concluded the solemn service by prayer. 

It is written, " The memory of the just 
shall be blessed." May the Lord bless these 
few lines, is the prayer of one who is privi
leged to subscribe himself 

August 18t!t, 1856. A FRIEND, 

THE LATE MR. NATHAN HORSLEY' 
(OF CHATTERIS). 

(Concluded from page 185). 

THE inquiry was made of old, " Your fathers, 
where are they ? and the prophets, do they 
live for ever?" So we may ask concerning the 
most useful of ministers, deacons, and mem
bers of our churches; and the answer is easily 
supplied, though it affords no just occasion 
for undue sorrow or lamentation. It would 
be unkind, if not unchristian, to detain those 
we love, could we do it, when the voice of 
mercy is heard calling them from their toils 
below to their eternal rest with Jesus in 
Heaven. 

In our former papers we have given a few 
thoughts and facts concerning the removal 
by death of our late brother Nathan Horsley. 
We ·will now give a few words more. From 
necessity, as well as prudence, we say with 
Abraham, "Bury my dead out of my sight." 
Cheering thought ! Though our friends after 
death are hidden from us, they are "present 
with the Lord," and his eye watches their 
sleeping dust, which (mysterious thou,,ht) 
shall another day be raised and form;d a 
glorious body. 

It was the expressecl wish of our brother, 
in the prospect of death, that Mr. D. Irish, 
of Warboys, Mr. E. Forman, of March, and 
the writer, should bo engaged in the last ser
vices connected with the interment, &c. 
There are sometimes showy sights when a 
fellow-creature is being conveyed to the 
"house appointee! for nil living," which often 
contmst painfully, we fear, with the fin11l 
state of the depmted. But in our brother's 
case, 11s iu tlmt of good Stephen's, "devout 
men cm'l'iecl him to his grnve." Aud in the 
absenoo of " hired momuers," there 1uight be 

seen some hundreds, who, with tearful eyes 
and the sorrow of affection, surrounded the 
grave where their minister and friend was be
ing laid. We would not encourage a passion
ate expression of grief, when the hand of the 
Lord is seen removing thr,se we love; but 
need we wonder when we hear the half- sup
pressed sob of the widow, the parent, or the 
friend, as they turn from that narrow bed 
containing those so much beloved? Dear 
reader, have you no remembrance of a sight 
so painful ?-but we would ask, what hand was 
that which supported you under that severe 
providence, ancl ministered comfort to your 
distressed and grieved spirit, and brought you 
at length, with a heart somewhat softened, 
while tears filled your eyes, as your feelings 
still struggled with your judgment when yon 
said, " The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away; and blessed be the name of the 
Lord"? We, too, have known the pain of 
parting with lthose we loved; we know also 
the pleasure that mingled with the pain, as 
by grace we have been helped, without a felt 
murmur, to bow before the Lord, and say, 
"THY WILL, 0 LORD, BE DONE." 

On Saturday, nifay 31st, the remains of our 
brother were conveyed to the "cemetery,'' 
where he had so often, during his abode at 
Chatteris, been called to perform that last 
office for others which was now to be per
formed for him. It was supposed there were 
at least from 1200 to 1500 people pre
sent. And after the body was put into its 
last resting-place, an address was given, the 
substance of which we have tried to collect. 

"We come not to this open grave with the 
pomp of the world, nor yet to flatter the 
Jiving or the dead. But love to our departed 
friend moves our heart to sympathy, and our 
tongue to speak "that we do know." We 
can, indeed, say we are called to perform 
an office we would gladly have been spared, 
as it had Jong been our wish, in the prospect 
of this body of ours being put into the 
grave, th:;it om· departed brother should have 
done for me what I am now called to do for 
him; and when we looked at his well-formed 
and apparently healthy frame, we could 
harclly think it would fall before our own. 
But so it is; and shall we seltishJy reply 
against the Lord, seeing " Himself hath done 
it"? We need not say a word by wav of in
forming you what our brother was; or, from 
more than seventeen years' friendship with 
him, we could tell you much. We knew him 
very soon after the Lord called him, by his 
grace, and for a short time sat to listen to the 
same ministry, and communed with him at 
the Lord's table. We speak to those who 
knew him as a neighbom· and a friend-as a 
Christian and a minister; and while we do 
not praise him for being w bat he was in each 
of those characters, we will say, we loved him 
for his well-known consistency, and rejoiced 
with him in it, while we would give the 
glory of it to God alone. Our brother seemed 
unwilling to think death was so ueru: althou"h 
through grnce, they ha,l long bee1; famili~r '. 
y~t there wer_e ma_ny reasons why he should 
wish to remam a httlo lon"er. But we think 
especit.Uy as God has wille,\ it, how rnncl; 
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more to be desired that he should die in the 
midst of his friends tlrnn to outlive them 
nn<l his acceptance in the church of God, As 
we fear some do. We ru·e now standing 
under the shade of death, which for near 
6.000 years has cast its dark gloom over the 
bright creation of God; but, Christian, rejoice! 
the shade of Calvary for thee extends further 
than that of death. For" where sin abounded, 
grace did mnch more abound." Did not n 
"learned advocate" say the other day, when 
pleading the cause of a mnrderer, " Ne,•er 
were words more true than those of the pri
sonerat the bar when he pleaded NOT GUILTY"? 
We may well tremble for those whose lips can 
ut.ter lies so eloquently; while we say of our 
departed brother, Never did his lips speak 
more truthfully the feelings of his heart than 
when lowly before his God he sighed out his 
confession, 

" A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, 
On Thy kind arms I fall." 

We speak to you now at the side of an open 
grave: solemnity always becomes dying men; 
but we may wellfeel it here. We could wish 
to preach every sermon as from the side of 
an open grave. The grave has a voice-it 
speaks to us all, though all may not regard it. 

1. It speaks to us in every stage of life. To 
babes, though nnconscious-to young men 
and maidens-to those of us in the meridian 
and strength of life; see, as in the case of our 
brother, a strong and manly frame is no hin
drance to death. It speaks to the aged; 
yes, old man and woman too, you must shortly 
die. 

2. It speaks to us in all conditions of life. 
Poor man ! though poverty is now your lot, 
you shall shortly quit your little cottage and 
become an inhabitant of the grave. It speaks 
to those who are neither pinched by poverty 
nor laden with riches. "Be ye thankful" 
now, but remember death may soon spoil the 
comforts of your happy home; for you_ or 
yours may shortly die. It speaks to the rich. 
Ah! how unwelcome are its tones. The rich 
man may shun the poor in the walks of life, 
but they shall meet together in the grave. 
" Let not the rich man glory in his riches," 
for the grave will strip him of them all. 
"Your riches are corrupted" ah-eady, and 
you that set your hearts upon them shall 
quicklv tnrn to coITUption in the grave. 

3. Ii speaks to us in every station, both in 
the world and in the church. In the worul
to servants, obedient or unruly; to masters, 
kind or cruel ; to husbands, tender or tyran
nical ; to wives, loving or churlish-yea, to 
parents, friends and children, all must die. 
Jn the church-members of churches, espe
cially those of " Zion," it speaks to you:
" Love as brethren," " pray one for another/' 
"and so much the more," as ye are now with
out a pastor ; an "under - shepherd" to 
"watch for you " and ieed you with the 
word of God. Deacons I to you it has a 
word : and could our departed L,rother speak 
to you from it, he would say, I " L,eseech you 
brethren, know them which Jabour among 
you, and are over you in tke Lord, and ad
monish you; and esteem them very highly in 
love for their work's sake. And be at peace 

among yourselves ; " for ye, also, must 
shortly give au account of the trust God has 
called you to. Ministers of the Gospel, it 
speaks to yon. Brethren, may the Lord help 
us to be faithful to the sacred trust of the 
Gospel to which we nre called ; honest to 
our own co11science and to our hearers ; firm 
in the avowal of Bible truth ; affectionate 
and kind to all, but flatterers of none ; that 
in a dying hour we may be saved from the 
"bitter pangs" of an accusing conscience for 
want of honesty in not declaring the whole 
truth of God to men. 
. 4. It speaks to c!1aracter. Ungodly sinner, 
1t speaks to you, m harsh and hollow tones · 
may you hear it, and tremble ; hear it, and 
forsake your iniquitous practices ; hear it 
and be led to the cross of Christ as a confess~ 
ing penitent, seeking to be delivered from the 
experience of that dread sentence, "The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God." Careless professor, 
it may well awaken inquiries in your mind. 
"Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the 
faith." Christ alone can save you from eter
nal death. Believer in Jesus, rejoice ! it speaks 
to you ; listen, and take encouragement-

" What is it for a saint to die, 
That you the thought should fear? 

'Tis but to pass the heavenly sky, 
And leave pollution here.'' 

5. Christians! a voice more powerful than 
the grave, says for thee, " 0 Death! I will be 
thy plagues ; 0 Grave! I will be thy destruc
tion." 

A hymn being sung, our brother Forman, 
of :March, fervently prayed to the Lord for 
his sanctifying blessing to accompany the 
bereavement, and 1·est upon the people, the 
friends of " Zion," the members and deacons 
of the church, the family connections, and 
especially the beloved widow and babe ofour 
departed friend. And as the "last look" was 
being taken of the narrow bed where one so 
much beloved was to rest, until the" trump of 
God shall sound" and awake his quiet slum
bers, we lingered as we looked at that open 
grave, and thought of those hours of Christian 
converse we had enjoyed, b~t now for a short 
time denied, to be renewed before long
not around the throne of mercy here, but 
before the throne of glory t!1ere. Wait, my 
spirit wait ; the time of release is appointed, 
the d~y is approaching, when thou, too, shalt 
"leave corruption here," and be faultless for 
ever THERE. 

The funeral sermon was preached the fol
lowing. Lor<l's-day evening by Mr. D. lr\sh, 
of Warboys, from the words used by a dy1~g 
saint of early times, "And Jos~ph said 
unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely 
visit you" (Gen. !. 24). The chapel was 
verv much crowded so that many who 
sought eutrance could not obtain it. Two of 
the chapels in the town were closed, from a 
feeling of friendship toward our brother Hor~·· 
ley, and to give an opportunity t'? their 
hearers to listen to a sermon w herem t1)0Y 
expected something to be said concernmg 
one whom they knew and esteemed. We 
would not put an hindrance in the way of 
any hearing the Gospel, but we would prnycr 
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fully nvoid dwelling upon the excellences of 
the creature more thnn those of the Lord 
Jesus and his salvation-grace, and thereby 
minister to an appetite for hearing that which 
only moves the nntural passions. This we 
kuow our brother did not do; yea, some 
thought he hardly said enough. But could 
our departed friend have been consulted, we 
doubt not but he would have said, "Let 
Jesus alone be exalted, and the grace that saved 
a sinner so unworthy be alone proclaimed." 
The Gospel, and not the amiable disposition 
of the creature or the charity uf the Christian 
( though both are indeed commendable and to 
be desired), is best suited for pulpit ministra
tion; and those who love the one most will 
at all times be anxious to proclaim it to their 
fellow dying men. 

And now our brother sleeps in the grave, 
and his ransomed spirit is with the Lord, and 
his ministry in " Zion," and his labours of 
love are finished. We pray the Lord to send 
another faithful and appoved labourer into 
the Gospel field at Chatteris. The sphere is 
wide-the prospects are encouraging-the 
friends are happily united and in peace. And 
from our hearts we pray that their unity and 
peace may not be disturbed, but that they 
may be led prayerfully and patiently to watch 
the hand of the Lord towards them, and with 
one heart seek to exemplify that blessed 
truth to others, while they enjoy the comfort 
of it in their midst, " How good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity!" 

And now, dear reader, we would ask, what 
are your prospects for another and an eternal 
world? Are you unconcerned about it, and 
think your chance for Heaven will be as good 
as those around you? Let me tell you you 
have personally sinned, and the safe or un
safe state of others will be no relief to your 
spirit when death shall seize upon you, and 
the frown of an offended God shall meet you; 
or is my reader one of long standing in a 
profession of doctrinal truth, and yet desti
tute of those evidences which prove his 
saving interest in them r You will remem
ber that regeneration is as much a doctrine 
of the Bible as redemption by the blood of 
Christ. Elfoctual calling, as well as predes
tinating favour; election to holiness here, as 
well as to everlasting life hereafter. The 
faith evidencing our oneness with Jesus is a 
recei-oing as we!! as a believing. The " love 
of God" is shed abroad in the heart, which is 
followed \Jy a t~nderness of cons_cie:ice lest 
we sin against Him. We would aflectionately 
direct you to inquire as berore t~e Lord con
cerning this matter. Believer m the Lord 
Jesus we shall soon follow after the hosts 
of ra'nsomed ones, and with Christ as our 
captain, and truth our banner, we would not 
feat" w by should we? We are very weak; 
but ~n Almighty arm is om· present safety, 
and soon Heaven shall be our home, and re
deeming love our endless song, 

Whittlesea, 1856. D. ASHBY. 

REVIEWS. 

" Rememberi11g the Creator in Y out/,, A Fu
neral Sermon for Charlotte Brooker. By B. 
Tatham." London: W. H. Collingridge. We 
had purposed ere this to have given some 
choice extracts from this vital testimony to 
the truth of an inward and saving faith in 
Christ; but, upon consideration, we feel it 
our privilege rather to advise the perusal of 
the whole, than to cnll out the choicest por
tions. We have no acquaintance with the 
preacher, but from this sermon we should 
hope he is a great blessing to the churches at 
Five Ash Down and Eastbourne, in Sussex. 

" Is there no Salvation without Baptism ? " 
London: Roulston and Stoneman. 

Our brother Joseph Flory, the pastor of the 
Baptist church at Somersham, has been re
quested to publish" THE DISCUSSIO~ AT CAM
BBIDGE" between himself and a Mormonite 
elder. The defence by Joseph Flory is spirit
ed, plain, and beyond contradiction. He has 
fought for Baptist principles, motives, and 
prnctices, very well. All classes of men, all 
creeds of professing Christians, must certainly 
scout with the utmost abhorrence the Mormon 
system; and they will, therefore, put this 
pamphlet into the hands of all who are ig
norant and weak enough to be in danger of 
the delusion. It is not every man that could 
have faced such a foe as Harding, the .Mor
mon; but Joseph Flory, like David, went in 
the name and strength of the Lord, and met 
Goliath like a MA,,'!. 

" .An Exposition of the Parables, and Ex
press Similitudes of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, <}c. By Benjamin Keach." 
London: W. H. Collingridge. Here is a 
production ! Upwards of 900 royal octavo 
pages, full of sound, comprehensive gospel 
truth, thrown out in 147 sermons, all pro
perly divided, sub-divided, and arranged in a 
careful and intelligent manner. 

Benjamin Keach must have been a most 
indefatigable student, an industrious pen
man, aucl a persevering preacher. We have 
stood in the old pulpit at Winslow, in Bucks, 
from whence good Benjamin was dragged by 
the gospel-haters of his time, and thrust into 
the pillory. We stand now in the cha_pel, if 
not in the pulpit, where he spent his last 
days. We h,we often looked into his " Meta
phors" ancl "Pambles," and derived good 
therefrom; we feel great interest in all he 
did: we seem to know him, and are glad that 
"The Bonmahon Industrial Printing School" 
has produced so cheap and so perfect an 
edition as the one now before us. Our young 
men in the ministry will not hurt themselves 
it' they give this volume a thorough reading. 
After that, it will serve them all the days of 
tlrnir life, as a useful book of reference; for 
it contains not only the studies of Benjamin 
Keach, but the fruits of many choice minds 
are collated and well worked in. We should 
like to criticise each parnble separately in the 
EARTHEN VESSEL, but we cannot pledge 
ourselves to such a task at present. 
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"&i,11o~s on the Fh-.,t Epistle ,if Pete,·. By · many of onr readers, uecanse there is little 
H. F. Kohlbrngge, D.D., of Elberfeld, Ger- or no material of a trnly spiritual and gospel 
mimy, 2 vols." London: Partridge and Co. character; therefore we fear to touch it. At 
"German Neology" is a term which has first, it was a professed contention for vital 
been :floating upon the surface of public con- p,·inciples; now, it is a direct attack on per
verse now for some time, and from many things sons. We will wait awhile longer; thern is 
said and written, one mir;ht be led to feel a storm coming up; nuder God, it may be 
that Germany had most awfully and uni- productive of mucll good. We watcll the 
versally departed from "the faith once de- gathering clouds, and if " a bright light" be 
livered unto the saints." And truly we c,in therein revealed, if hearts hitherto bound up 
bear. testimony that there has appeared but be thereby opened, if the glory of Christ ,in<l 
very little of genuine godliness, pure faith, the sprend of his gospel be in any wise 
or life-raising, Christ-exalting Gospel, in enhanced, we hope, of all such good fruit, to 
those parts for a great length of time ; nor be the bearers; bnt having lately read Paul's 
can we find that decided, discriminating, Epistles to Timothy and Titus, we are in no 
heaven-born preachers. are very nnmerous haste to enter further into disput.es which 
there. It is gratifying, however, to read from engender strife. 
the preface to these volumes, written by 
" OctaYius Winslow," that the Straussian and 
Myth theology are like bubbles, bursting and 
evaporating, never, we hope, to be seen any 
more, either in Germany or elsewhere. How 
awful are all those deadening and delusive 
systems, which, in our own land and on the 
Continent, are so rampant and so rife! The 
following description of the Hegel philosophy 
is too truly expository of much that passes 
for preaching and for pure religion in these 
days of ours:-

DAVID AND GOLIATH. 
WHEN David, with his sling and stone, 

Before Goliath stood, · 
He trusted in the Lord alone, 

Who made his promise good. 
The simple pebble from the stream, 

Sent forth in faith divine, 
Directed by a power supreme, 

Fulfilled the Lord's design . 
In this great battie of the Lord's 

Saul's armour would not do; 
But God, who needed strength affords, 

Brought the young stripling through. 
All carnal weapons in this fight 

Were wholly laid aside; 
For ev'ry plan of human might 

Will always fail when tried. 
0 Lord, when trials great we meet, 

Help us by grace alone, 
To stand in Jiving power complete, 

And see our foes o'erthrown. 
Let me in trials, great or small, 

Humbly cry to David's Lord, 
That He would safely bring through aJI, 

And give me faith to trust his Word. 
W.W. 

. , Escbenmayer," says Octavius Winslow, 
" admirably sums up the negations of the 
Hegel philosophy, as a system which 'has a 
God without holiness, a Christ without love, 
a Holy Ghost without a sanctifying power, a 
Gospel without faith, a Fall without sin, a 
death without an oblation, a community 
without divine worship, grace without re
demption, this world without the next, an 
immortality without individual existence, 
and a Christian religion without Christianity.' 
Blessed be God! this self-contradiction, even 
in Germany, is fast losing its power, and 
with it its disciples. A brighter aad purer 
<lay of Christian truth, we rejoice to believe, 
is dawning upon the Continent, the pledge 
and harbinger of which we hail in the beauti
ful pages it is now our privilege to introduce 
to the English religious public. The exalted 
views of the Lord Jesus-the transparently 
clear exhibition of the way of salvation-the 
rich springs of consolation opened to the 
mourner-and the tender yet irresistible 
power with which are enforced the preceptive 
portions of the Epistle, contained in these To 
volumes, must endear them to every en
lightened and spiritual mind.'' A sketch of 
this German divine, and a review of his Ser
mons on Peter's Epistles, we hope to give 
next month. 

THE IRISH MISSION. 

Mr. Isaac M'Carthy, of Madeley, Sf,,-op
shire. 

DEAR BRoTJmR,-Knowing how arduously 
you have laboured among your own conn_try· 
men endeavouring to expose and to convmce 
ther:i of the errors of Papery, will you kindly 
furnish the readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL, 
with some of the most interesting results ol 
your mission? I would first ask yo1;1, "How 
did you meet the arguments of the priests and 
others who contend for prayers for and to the 

"Ne_qative Tlieolo,qy: ,:4.nalysi,softhe Letter 
of tlie Rev. Thomas Binney.-An Exposure, 
cj-c. By John Campbell, D.D.'' London: W. 
H. Collingridge, City Press. There has be0n, 
for some time past, a great paper war be• 
tween certain conflicting parties; this pamph
let is one of a series, and a most awful pic
ture it presents of that striving for the 
mastery, so common among men of arbitrary 
and liastv spirits. Were we to notice this 
r.outroveTsy at any length, we should aftlict 

souls ~f £he departed? " . 
I have reason to believe you can materrnJly 

aid me in defending the pure principles ofbthc 
Protestant faith. I therefore hope your . est 
efforts will be put forth through th0 medmu, 
of this monthly journal. Truly yours, 

C. \V. !lANl(S. 
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'.l.'HE GREAT QUESTIO~. 
HOW SHOULD WE PREACH? HOW SHOULD WE HEAR? 

THE following paper ho.s been in our ho.nds 
four months. It has caused us much deep 
o.nxiety. The Epistles to Theophilns 
ho.vQ been instrumento.l in "revealing the 
thoughts of many hearts." And some 
earnest, inquiring minds are laying close 
at us, to decide the questions at issue. 
Those questions refer, principally, to the 
real mission and design of the Gospel, 
and to "the solemn responsibilities of both 
the preachers and the bearers" of the 
so.me. To shut our pages against these 
appeals-to cast away, entirely, all the ar
guments used, and to refuse answers to 
the questions asked - is to play the 
coward's part, !).nd to expose ourselves to 
the charge of bigotry, self-will, and an 
anti-Christian spirit. As Goliath of Gath 
(" the champion that went forth out of the 
camp of the Philistines") defied the ar
mies of Israel, so doth a " form of godli
ness" threaten to drive the living church 
ot' God out of the land ; and as David 
went out in the name of the Lord of 
Hosts, as David went out in confidence 
that the Lord would deliver the Philistine 
into his hand, as David "hasted and ro.n 
toward the army, to meet the Philistine," 
so, with an unshaken confidence in the 
Gospel principles and vital truths we 
have ever laboured to advocate and main
tain, we are willing ( in the Lord's name 
o.nd strength) to go forth and boldly meet 
every man, every argument, and every 
question which may he ro.ised against those 
New Testament doctrines, that evangelical 
experience, and those Cln·ist-revealing or
dinances, which have been the vital tests 
of faith and fellowship of our fathers, in 
all ages of the church. 

Our conviction of the great design of 
the Gospel is in strict accordance with 
that illustrious word spoken by James 
(Acts xv. 14), when, quoting Pater's words, 
he said:-" Simeon bath declared how God 
at the first did visit the Gentiles, TO TAKE 
OUT OF THEM ,\ PEOPLE FOR HIS 

NAME." Wherever the GosPEL of JEsus 
CmusT is carried, it is God's messenger. 
By it, He says to the north, " Give up," 
and to the south, " Keep not back: briug 
my sons from far, and my daughters from 
the ends of the earth ; EVEN EVERY ONE 
THAT IS CALLED BY MY NAl\lE " (Isaiah 
xliii. O ). As regards "the solemn re
sponsibilities of both the preachers 11Ull 

VoL, XII.-No. 141," 

the hearers of the Gospel," beyond all ques
tion they are great indeed. The authority, 
the character, and the glorious results of 
11 true and faithful Gospel ministry, are 
set out in Acts xxvi. 16-20; on which 
words we should be glad fully to ex
patiate, but neither time nor space will 
now serve. We cannot see from the Word 
of God, that the mere hearing of the Gos
pel leaves unregenerate men in a worse 
condition than before they heard it; ex
cept in those cases where men make an 
unholy use of the glorious doctrines of 
grace. But as we are merely clearing the 
way for something more complete, we has
tily pass on to the last observation, and 
that is,-" the actual condition that men 
are in under the preaching of the Gospel." 
Our mind on the subject is this :-As 
Moses and Aaron were sent to fetch the 
Israelites out of Egypt-as Gideon was 
sent to deliver the children of Israel out 
of the hand of the Midianites,-even so 
the faithful Gospel minister is sent to call 
the predestinated sons and daughters of 
the Lord God Almighty, and, instrumen
tally, to bring them back from the Fall, and 
from the ways of sin and death unto 
Christ, and into the truth and liberty of 
the Gospel. Read the sixth, the eighth, 
and tenth chapters of John's Gospel, for 
11 true pattern of Christ-like preaching. 
Let us make one quotation, and then we 
leave "A Blast" to speak for himself. 

Our Lord and Master certainly did make 
" believing in Him," a test of his hearers' 
real and eternal state and condition. He 
said, "If ye believe not that I am He, ye 
shall die in your sins." So eyery true ser
vant of God must lift up the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Heaven's great Saviour, who 
only can, and who truly can, save the 
greatest of all sinners ; and having done 
so, like his Master, he may, yea, he must, 
most faithfully declare, that "if they be
lieve not that Christ is tho.t glorious Mes
siah, they must die in their _sins." But 
what " A Blast" does mean, when he 
asks, "Does not the Gospel require the 
obedience of faith of those who hear it?" 
we cannot fully comprehend. 

Here is one morn sample of the Sa
viour's preaching:" Then said Jesus, 'IYheu 
ye have liftecl up the Son of l\Ian, theu 
shall ye know that I am he, and tliat I do 
nothing of myself; but as my Father hath 

:II 
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tnught me, I spenk these things; , •.. 
nnd mnny believed on him." But unto 
those who did not, He said, " If God were 
your Father, ye would love me; ..... 
but ye believe not, because )·e are not of 
my sheep, as I said unto you" (John viii. 
28, 30, 42, 44; x. 26). 

Here we introduce the paper from our 
correspondent " A Blast," in which are 
some weighty matters, and others bard to 
be understood. But, as these questions 
are now so ";dely agitating the churches, 
we must give them fair play. 

To the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL. 

Hougbtbn-le-Spring, 
May 26th, 1856. 

MY DEAR Srn,-In my last I promised to 
produce other evirlence besides my own, to 
show the nature of those sins of which the 
Spirit of God convinces those persons who 
have had the privilege of hearing the Gospel; 
for however distinct may seem my own con
victions, I might very justly have reason to 
doubt the truth of them, if others of the 
Lord's children, in similar circumstances, had 
not been convinced of the same sins, and 
arrived at the same conclnsions. I remember 
well, when my wounds which I received under 
my first convictions were scarcely healed, but 
yet Christ Jesus was very precious to me, so 
that his love warmed my heart, his blood 
sprinkled my conscience, and the excellency 
of his person and salvation occupied my in
cessant meditations, I used to wonder if any 
of the Lords children had been judged like 
me, and found gnilty by the apostles-the 
elders of the city of refuge-of unbelief and 
its evil fruits, as I had been. When good men 
described a law work, they never touched my 
case, for, indeed, how could they? They 
were without the Gospel,-as ignorant as 
heathens, when the Word of the Lord first 
came to them; whereas, I had known the 
Scriptures from a child, so that I could scarce
ly plead ignorance for anything I had done, 
or anything I had left undone. While I was 
cumuered with these thoughts, my good old 
friend, the late W. Milford, baptist minister 
(known in many parts of England, and was 
formerly of the school of S. E. Pierce), to 
whom l was greatly indebted for the use of 
good books, put W. Huntington's '' Arminian 
Skeleton" into my hand, and I went home and 
read the following passage:-

" When the ;final j udgment is set, all these 
books will be opened. The man who sins 
against his own conscience breaks through 
the law of nature, and by these acts of sin, 
exposes himself to the puuishmeut of a never
dymg worrn. Hut when he comes to know 
tlie writteu law and siuneth against that, he 
breaketh through God's Lounds, sinneth 
agamst the glorious dispensation of God, is 
co11VII.lcec.l by the law as a transgressor of it, 
aud exposes his soul to all its pla.,ues and 
curses. But if after all this he !~ears the 
Gospel and L,elieves not the word of life which 
Christ spake, the same shall judge him. The 

apostles are witnesses against him, ns R de
spiser of it: ho boasted of power to perform, 
but did not; he pmmised to go into Christ's 
vineyard, but went not; he Juul an invitation, 
but begged to be excused. Such nn one lrns 
broken through the bonds of the Gospel, and 
cast its cords from him; and as he hfts 
sinned against the lnws of sovereign gmce he 
is guilty of the greatest trnngression, because 
he has sinned against the dispensation of 
God's Spirit. His wickedness is spiritual, and 
his stripes must be many. It is 1t sin unto 
death indeed, when even· atouing blood will 
not heal him!" 

Now, if my suspicions concerning the 
nature of my sins were strong before, though 
now they slumbered, how must these words 
have awakened them again with tenfold 
terrors! 
" Where is the man whom words like these, 

Though free before from all disease, 
Would not deject to death?" 
These are words like none of your wizards 

that peep and that mutter, but are clear, full, 
and convincing. I fell before them in my 
apprehension as a condemned man: 1tnd 
when I now reflect upon that time, it is a 
very great wonder to me, and a cause of great 
thankfulness how my gracious God, in the 
midst of all my despair, sustained me; the 
Holy Spirit did so mightily work in me to 
help my infirmities, that I was enabled to 
" Pour a prayer, that conquered pain, 

Removed despair, with all its heavy load, 
Repelled the force of death's attack, 
And brought the recanting prophet back." 
About two or three years after this, W. 

Huntington's "Justification of a Sinner, and 
Satan's Lawsuit with him," was put into my 
hand, but I was afraid to read it, lest I 
should meet with some fearful passage again 
that would condemn me. Mr. Huntington was 
one of those prophets that .made me trem
ble, and I was afraid to consult him, for he 
seemed never to prophecy good concerning 
me. However, I was induced to expose my 
conscience and experience once more to his 
severe tests; and what was my snrprise, when 
I found that Prodigalis, t_he character _by 
which he illustrates his subJect, was not, hke 
Mr. Huntington, brought 11P in "p,.ofound ig
norance" of the way of s1tlvation,-but, like 
me, possessing religious parents, and wtery 
religious advantage. "He had a ~ffl'ong 
memory to retain what he heard, and was a 
man of good understanding in the scriptures;" 
but with all this, without grace; and, though 
forced to attend public ordinance~, it was sore 
aaainst his will: of whom Ah1maaz thus 
speaks, "If he was so wick~d_ly Lent in heart, 
the more he knew of rehgwn, the greater 
was his sin; men in a state of rebellion, with 
their heads fraught with rc_ligiou• knowledge, 
are like the renowned ones III the auted1luv1an 
world· or like the Pharisees who drew near 
to Go;i w'ith their lips, and honournd Him 
with their tongues, while their hearts were 
far from Him." 

In the trial of Prodigalis, "_both ~aw.,and 
Gospel were point J.,lank agamst lam; he_ 
was accused of transgreosing all the laws ol 
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his sovereign, of privnte conspiracy and re
bellion against the king; "his treason con
sisted in speaking evil of the king: yea, he had 
even gono so far in his dcspemte ,·ebellion as 
tn give him the lie to Ids _face,-/or l,e that be
lievetlinot hathmade God a liar.' Thus, I found 
that .Mr. Huntington brought Prodigalis 
in guilty of unbelief, though he was no infi
del; who was likewise freely justified by the 
grace of God, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus; and now fot· the first time I 
received Mr. I-Iuntington'ii testimony, in ad
dition to others, that, not only law trans
gressors, but disobedient rebels to the Gospel, 
like. myself, possessing all the religious know
ledge of Prodigalis, may yet obtain mercy 
through the rich atoning blood of Jesus. 
This does not appear iu the former passage: 
in that he is speaking of the most obstinate 
and final acts of unbelief; in this of great 
obstinacy indeed-struggling against light 
and convictions, but at last conquered and 
bronght to judgment in this world. The 
other ends in final impenitence, and is judged 
in the world to come. 

And here I take the opportunity of saying 
that I am more indebted to Mr. Hunting
ton for my views on this subject, than to any 
other man; and he was none of your yea
and-nay men; he did not confound the Gospel 
with duties and exhortations to the creature, 
but when he brought a sinner to God's bar, 
he was not afraid of demanding too much 
from a misemble rebel,-robbing God of his 
just demands to spare the helpless rebel. He 
brought both Law and Gospel with each of 
their requirements to play against him, till 
he was left without either hope or shelter 
from the stormy blast. 

From Mr. Huntington I turn to J. Bun
ya11, whose" Grace Abonuding to the Chief of 
Sinners," strikes almost every chord of my 
own exercises; it is wonderful to me how he 
tells me all that was in my heart. The good 
man gives utterance to my very feelings iu 
the following words, " Now I was in great 
distress, thinking, in very deed, that I came 
too late; wherefore I went up and dowu be
moaning my sad condition, counting myself a 
thousand fools for standing off so long, and 
spending so rnauy years in sin as I had <lone; 
still crying out, Oh that I had turned sooner I 
Oh that I had turned seven years ago! it 
made me also 1tngry with myself to think 
that I should have -had no more wit, bnt to 
trifle nway my time, till my soul and heaven 
weL·e lost/' 

If pour ignorant Bunyan thus bemoaned 
himself, how tnuch nwre might I do so, that 
had read the best authors, had snt under the 
excellent and searching ministry of the hite 
S. Turner of Sunderland, and heard severnl 
times in London such men ns Comb, Stevens, 
Gadsby, Wurburton, Kershaw, ,rnd yet withal 
(thou~h not n professor) I remained n grnce
less trifler. One more quotntion from Bun
yn.n: " The Spirit of Chrhit," says he," shows 
thee more sins than the sins against the law. 
First it shows thee that' All thy righteous
ness is as filthy rngs,'-all thy pmying, medi
tation hearing, reading, nlmsdccds, fnstiugs, 
1·efor1~11tion, &c., thou being an unbeliever, 
desel'Ve 11t tho hands of God his CLU'se and 

condemnation. Secondly, it shows thee that 
thou hast no faith in the man Cl.rist ,Jesus 
by natnre, and that lhougk thou hast no other 
sins, yet thou art in fl. perishing state, because 
of unbelief It- shall reprove of sin because 
they believe not on me." 

Jn concluding these qnotations I merely 
add, that I pin my faith to no man, I call no 
man master, nor acknowledge any voice but 
the voice of Jesus: from the relati0n I have 
given, I am satisfied that you will perceive 
that my exercises on this subject have been 
more than mere thinking, and that my con
clusions are the result of strong convictions. 
I turn now at once to scripture testimony, 
" In the mouth of two or three witnesses 
shall every truth be established.'' 

The question I propose to consider is tbis, 
" Does the" Gospel require the ol.,edieuce of 
faith of those who hear it, or not?·• 

In the first place, I will show what I mean 
by the Gospel. Your correspondent, "A 
Little One," wisely makes a distinction be
tween the covenant of grace and the Gospel 
dispensation. In this I fully sympathise 
with him. The covenant of grace does not 
consist in requiring obedience, but in bestow
ing it; it neither exhorts nor commands, but 
promises what God will do for those who are 
interested therein; this is Gospel in its strict
est sense. But the Gospel as it is dispensed 
taken in its largest sense, is a revelation of 
the Will of God to all men, wherever it comes 
and requires obedience, both from sinners and 
from sajnts; it instructs, exhorts, commands; 
it warns and threatens, as well as promises 
mercy, it judges and condemns, as well us 
justifies. This is what I mean by the Gospel 
in the following remarks. "Little One'' haY
ing laid down the distinction between the 
Gospel properly, and the Gospel dispensation, 
allows that it is the duty of all wen to be
lieve, but not with all the heart that they 
may be saved; he is afraid of asking more of 
poor miserable sinners than they can pay, so 
he lowers the scale of charges, as if poor 
bankrupt man could either pay little or much. 
I, for my part, admitting that it is a duty to 
belie1·e, am not afraid of laying the axe to 
the root of the tree, but fear rathe,· to di
minish anght from the requ..irements of the 
Won!; and in that Word I find uo middle class 
between the believer that shall be saved, aud 
the un believe,· that shall be d:uuued. Ha.I ph 
Erskine well describes my views respcctiug 
the re',(1tirements of the JVord aud the gmce 
thei·eoj. 
"Wouldst thou distinctly know the sound 

Of law and grace? then don't confom.id 
The dispensation with the grnce, 
For these two have a distinct place. 
Tho Gospel thus ,lispensed we see: 
Beliei·e, and tlwu shctlt saued be; 
If not, thoz, shalt be dwnn' d tu hell, 
And in eternal tonuents dwell. 
llut sure, the gospel news ,ve sing 
}.lust be some other glorious thing, 
Than precepts to believe the s:ime, 
Wlrntevcr way we blend their name. 
The gospel treasure's something more 
Than means that do apply the st0l"e; 
Believing is the method paved, 
The gospel is the thing believed." 
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To proceed.-
l~t. From the 11,at11re of Jehovah's record, 

I will_ sliow that fuith i~ reqnired of all tlmt 
heFtr 1t, nnd thnt no other faith is properly 
believing in the sight of God but that of be
!ieYing with all the heart unto righteousness. 

2nd. From the unequivocal exhortations 
appended to nud properly belonging to the 
record, I will show that it is the duty of all 
men to believe. To these two heads I will 
endeavonr to confine myself. If I cannot 
proYe my point from them, I cannot prove 
it at all. Jehovah 's record takes in t\\·o very 
important things-first, that we are all sin
ners, already under the wrath of God; second, 
that "Christ Jesns is come into the world, 
tho.t whosoe,·er belie,•eth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life." Pf the first 
it is said, "All have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God;" and, " The wages of sin 
is death." Of the second, the Father saitb, 
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased, hear ye him." The Son saith, " I am 
come a light into the world, that whosoever 
bclie,•eth in me should not abide in darkness." 
And the Holy Ghost saith, "To-day, if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." 
Such is Jehovab"s record. In his testimony 
concerning sin, He declares the universal rnin 
and danger of all men; and in his testimony 
concerning righteousness, He shows to alJ, 
where,·er the Gospel comes, the only way of 
escape from everlasting misery. God, our 
.Maker and Judge, has stooped down to earth 
to speak to his creatures: before the final 
judgment is set, He testifies unto them con
cerning their everlasting destinies, and it is 
the cre.iture's duty to hear Him;-however 
a verse to the Word, or incapable by sin of 
receiving it in love, man's depravity dimi
nishes not in the least any of his obligations; 
a debtor may not be able to pay his debts, 
but his incompetence to pay relieves him not 
from his liabilities, every mite of which is 
justly due to his creditor. So it is an ever
lasting obligation which we owe to God'to 
hearken diligently to all his words, to submit 
to them, and receive them with affection; 
and our depravity, though it leaves us with
out power to pay, leaves not God without 
right to demand. 

A testimony is given, whether from men ol" 
from God, that it may be believed; and this 
testimony of God concerns -every creatu~e 
under heaven; it is applicable to all, and 1s 
to be declared to all; the very fact, therefore, 
of its having to be declared to all shows it to 
be the duty of all to hear it, and, if to hear it, 
to believe. If we slight, neglect, or disbelieve 
the testimony of man, we despise the testi
fier; what shall we say, therefore, of him 
who disbelieves the testimony of God? When 
any mau hears, he either believes or not; it 
is impossible to be neutral: he either glorifies 
God by believing, or makes Him a liar by 
disbelieving. l,'aith has many degrees, and 
uubelief has many; but there can be but two 
classes,-there is the outward infidel and the 
inward. Some men only dare to profess their 
infidelity, but all men by nature say in their 
hearts, " There is no God;" but both these are 
infidels; so some believers never have boldness 

to join the t·nnks of the f:tlthful all thell' days, 
who ueve1·theless choose tho Lord for tltell· 
portion, and these nrc believers ns well ns 
those who ad(! profession to their f,titb. "Jlfon 
looketh at the outward 11ppeara11ce, Gou 
looketh at the heart." So l conclude, if God 
judges all nien as t1nbelieve,·s who do llot be
lieve, that faith is a duty which is required of 
them; they have hca\•d his word, but have 
not received it. It is the duty to belie~ thnt 
makes unbelief an offence; fo1· where there 
is 110 law there is no sin. "He that believeth 
not God bath made him a lh\r; became lie 
believeth not thd t·ecord that God gave of his 
Son." 

From the nature of J ehovnh's record, tho 
nature of the faith which it requires is also 
obvious. "Little One" asks," Was it your 
dnty savillgly to believe in Christ Jesus -
your duty to believe you were one of his 
when yon were dead in trespasses and sins? 
If so, then it was your duty to believe a lie." 
Now, with every respect to" Li-ttle One," it 
is clear that he mist11kes the first great object 
of faith. It is not an object of faith presented 
to the carnal man to believe he is one of 
Christ's; he must first believe before he is 
warranted to believe that he is one of the 
redeemed; this is a blessed truth revealed for 
them only who have already through grace 
believed. The first grnat objects presented in 
this record for the credence of sinners are, 
that t/1-ey are sinne,-s, and that Christ is the 
only Saviour, and it is their duty to submit to 
Him that they may be saved. I do not think 
the phrase "savingly believe" is a very intel
ligible one. The Script.me phl'ases are-" To 
believe, that we may be saved," "To the 
saving of the soul," &c., which do not de
scribe a manner of believing, or the nature of 
faith, but the end of it. The sinner is the 
subject of faith, Christ and his righteousness 
is the great object, and salvation the end of 
it: each of these things is spiritual,-our 
disease is spiritual. Jesus' blood is a spiritual 
remedy, and the sa!Yatlon is also spiritual. 
Now what other faith can this record require 
but that of believing wit/1 the heart u11to 
,-igl,teomnessf-the great object spoken ?f
and to what other end should a man beheve 
but the salvation of his soul? The record 
speaks of no other, it is adapted to no other, 
nor does it promise any other; on the con
trary, it threatens all th?-t come short of it 
with destruction, which they know not how 
soon may be executed,-" He that believeth 
not shall ue damned." 

Of those that believe not, the Scriptures 
speak in the following manner:-" They re
ceived not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved;" they "obey not the tru~h ;" 
are" disobedient,"" stumble at the stumblmg
stone " are "offended in him;" " they "sn b
mit r!ot to his righteousness," they "received 
him not-'' "rejected," "refused him;" they 
" hated," 1" did not love him," they_" will not 
come unto him." l•'rom these Senptures we 
see the nature and guilt of unbelief, of whicl1 
there are many degrees, but all are counted 
amongst the "di,obedient" who do not obey the 
trutl,, and all are "offended" in Je8'U;" wl,'! do, 
1Wt wve Him. For he that is notfor 1S against. 
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As Bure Ma man has a carnal heart ruling in 
!Jim, whatever he may think or believe, he is 
"offended in Jesus;" our proud natures may 
submit to the letter of truth, but never to the 
spirit of it, for" the c11rnnl mind is enmity to 
God," 1t11cl "hateth the light." Hence it is 
that there is a universal defection spoken of 
with respect unto Chl"ist,- mark it well: it is 
sai<l, "No man received his testimony;'' "He 
came unto his own and his own received him 
not;" " He hath concluded all in wt1belief" 
Now this shows that there arc no exceptions 
to this general defection; no letter-learned 
men, no mere natural believer in any doctrine, 
however sound, will escape the Judge's deci
sion, "l!{o man receiveth his testimony," &c. 
Such, then, is the fact that all men by nature 
stumble at the stumbling-stone; and where
ever the Gospel is preached in the Spirit, this 
innate malice is brought out and manifested, 
which otherwise lies hidden in the heart. It 
is this offence at the cross that constitutes 
the sin of unbelief; positively, it is au oppo
sition to Christ and his righteousness; and 
negatively, it is a want of hearty submission 
to Him. Hence it is said," They have not 
submitted to his righteousness." This is, 
therefore, called "disobedience." Now, dis
obedience is the want of conformity to some 
law, for where there is no law there is neither 
obedience nor disobedience. That which con
victs of disobedier,ce is the same that exacts 
obedience. It cannot be sin not to receive a 
testimony unless it be a duty to receive it, 
because the same command that convicts of 
the one requires the other; hence tl,e same 
word that justifies the believer condemns the 
unbeliever. "He that believeth shall be saved, 
he that believeth not shall be damned" -the 
only two classes recognised in this Word. 

The Jews on one occasion said, '' Of a truth 
this is that prophet that should come in to 
the world," and they fain would have made 
Him a king, and they followed Him across the 
sea in boats. Now here is natural faith acting 
upon its conviction; here is diligence and 
seeking Jesus for natural things-the utmost 
that natural men cau do-the very things 
that "Little One" says, if I understand him, 
are the limits of the responsibilities of natural 
men. But mark, did the Lord commend their 
obedience? No, He arraigned them as trans
gressors,-" Ye seek me because ye eat of the 
loaves and were filled." He taught them the 
more excellent way-to "lr,bour for that 
me:i.t which endureth unto everlasting life;" 
to "do the word of God;" to " believe on him 
whom he hath sent." This He spako to "the 
Jews"-" the people"-" the multitude," not 
to disGiples. (Let "Little One" read, and 
convince himself.) If such was our Lord's 
judgmeut then, such will it be in the last 
day. And if He held up the spirituality of 
the Word as a glass by which they might see 
themselves, so ought we. To do otherwise is 
to durken counsel ,md rob God,--to deceive 
souls and to leave them to perish nt case and 
in se~urity without the trnmpet's w,wniug. 

"A BLAST," 

MAZZAROTH; 
OR, THE 

TWELVE SIGNS IN THE BIBLICAL 

HEAVENS. 
( Continued from P":Je 200.) 

THE tribe of Levi, as typical of Ch1~st 
in his ministers, is the suhject for re
flection. I have considered their rarthly 
position, and their external appearance, as 
among "the poor ot' this world," and al
though I have travelled some hundreds of 
miles since I wrote my last piece, and 
have conversed with many of the Lord's 
servants, I have neither seen nor heard 
anything calculated to remove the im
pression that the great majority of mi
nisters are men very deeply tlied, ofttimes 
sorely persecuted, and frequently driven to 
their wits' encl, to know how to provide 
things honest in the sight of all men. It 
falls to my lot to witness much ; and many 
suggestions I could offer, whereby, in every 
sense, I believe, the minds, the bodies, and 
the earthly estates of our brethren, might 
be bettered; but I must at once turn to 
my bible, and from thence gather a little 
material for further meditation. 

The spiritual a11d ministerial pridleges of 
Levi-and the very precious and most 
peculiar mercies bestowed upon the true 
and the faithful servants of the most 
.high Goel-are now the chords which I 
shall try to touch, if I can get my harp 
down from the willow for a little while. 
These privileges and mercies o.re certainly 
couchecl in that prophetic blessing Moses 
pronounced upon Levi, and which is re
corded in Deut. xxxiii. 8-11: "Let thy 
T/u,rmnim and thy Urim be with thy Holy 
One," said " the man of God," when " he 
blessed the children of Israel before his 
death." Whole volumes have been filled 
with attempted expositionsof the Thummim 
ancl the Urim; but I cheerfully subscribe 
to the sentiment of Rabbi Kimchi, when, 
of these deep things, he so.id, " he is on 
the s,,fest side who frankly confesses his 
ignorance." No man can feel his ignorance 
much more than I do at times, when 
bronght to look at some of the amazing 
mysteries containe,l in God's holy W or<l, 
neither can any one be mnch more fovourecl 
than I feel myself to be, when " an unction 
from the Holy One" resteth on my spirit, 
and when I am inwardly pe1·strndecl thut I 
have " the mind of Christ." 

Strict obedience to the Tirshatha would 
I render, when (Ezra_ ii. 63) he said, 
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"that they should not en! of the most holy 
thi11gs, till there stood up a pries/ with U1·i111 
and Th11111111im." "'hen ministers and 
biblical 1\Titers can bring forLh tho mind 
or God as bidden and expressed in the 
Word or Goel, it is pleasm1t to hear, it is 
profitable to read; but when the preaching 
is but a wild harangue, and the writing is 
without mind ot· malter, it is miserable to 
lend them either our ears or our eyes. 
Until, in our regenerated minds, the priest 
stands up with Urim and Thummim, and 
bids us to eat of the most holy things, 
we can never minister unto the souls of 
God's people the bread of lifo, nor can we 
open to them the vital and sacred mysteries 
of eternal truth. 

If these things are so essential, the 
question arises-What was the Urim and 
'l'hummim typical of? Have they passed 
away for ever? or, do they still continue, 
only expressed in another manner? 

Rabbi David decided it as "unknown to us 
what they signified." An old lexicon says, 
" U rim" signifies Lights or Explanations. 
The word " Thummim" signifies Pcr
fecti.ons. 

No posiLil"e explanation is giYen of them 
in the Word of God; which suggests to 
rny rni.ncl the necessity of a special reve
lation in our souls ; also, that faith is 
important, and that tbe Lord designs, that, 
in order to outain clear and comfortable 
,·iews of these sacred mysteries, we should 
diligently search his Word, plead at his 
throne, and meditate upon his great sal
vation-work, in all its several branches and 
Llessings. Let my reader well digest one 
or two plain facts respecting this Urim and 
Thummim. 

1. It is a fact tL at no man was com
manded to make the Grim and Thummim: 
as God made and gave tbe two tables to 
l\Ioses, so did HE make, and give, this 
Grim and Thummim. 

2. They were in the breastplate, and 
worn upon Aaron's heart. 

3. The high priests of the Jews con
sulted God in tbe most important affairs 
of tbeir commonwealth, and received 
answers by the Grim. 

4. The use of them was to inquire of 
God, and to recei,•e an answer by t!Jem 
cuucerning his will. · It is said in the book 
of Numbers, that Eieazar the priest shall 
ask counsel for Joshua after the judgment 
of Urim Lefore the Lord. (Numb. xxvii. 
21.) And wben Saul "inquired of the 
Lord, the Lord answerel him not, neither 
by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by the pro-

phets." ( 1 Sam. xxviii. 0.) And when 
Moses blessed tlle tribes of Israel, of Levi 
he said, "Let thy Urim and 'l'hummim be 
with thy Holy One." (Dent. xxxiii. 8,) 
The opinion collcerning the Urim and 
Thummim most generally received among 
the Jews is, that they were the twelve pre
cious stones in the breast. plate, on which 
were engraven the names of the twelve 
tribes of Israel; and that the oracle gave 
its ~nswer to any q~estion proposed, by 
causmg such letters m them to sbine with 
a superior lustre, or to appear prominent 
above the rest, as formed the words of the 
answer, which, some say, the high-priest 
was by inspiration tanght to spell, and dis
pose in their proper order, though others 
maintain the several letters shone or ap
peared prominent, not all together, but one 
after another, in the order which formed 
the words of the answer. And whereas 
all the letters of the alphabet are not 
found in the names of the twelve tribes; 
the Talmudists inform us that the names 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were like
wise engraven over the name of Reuben; 
and under tbat of Benjamin, the words 
shibhte-Jah, "the tribes of the Lord;" and 
by this means the alphabet was completed. 
Josephus, and some others, imagine the 
answer was returned by the stones of tbe 
breast-plate appearing with an unusual lus
tre, when it was favourable, or in the con
trary case, dim. The more common opi
nion among Christians concerning the 
oracle by Urim and Thummim, and which 
Dr. Prideaux espouses, is, that when the 
high (priest appeared before the veil, 
clothed with his ephod and breast-plate, to 
ask counsel of God, the answer was given 
by an audible voice from the· mercy-eeat 
within the veil: which, he thinks; best 
answers to the scripture expression of 
"inquiring at the mouth of the Lord" 
(Josh. ix.14),and God's "communing" 
and talking with those who consulted Him 
(Exod. xxv. 22j. But this account 11~11 
by no means agree with the history of 
David's consulting the oracle .by Abiathar: 
"When he knew Saul secretly practised 
mischief against him, he said to Abiathar 
the priest, Bring hither the ephod;" and 
then he inquired of the Lord, "Will the 
men of Keilah deliver me up into his 
hands?" ( I Sam. xxiii. 9-11.) And on 
another occasion, "I pray thee," said he to 
Abiathar "bring me hither the ephod: 
and he b~ought the ephod: and David in
quired at the Lord, Shall I pursue after 
this troop?" &c. (chap. xx.x. 7, 8). On 
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both these occasions the ephod being nsed 
in consulting the oracle, it is concluclecl 
the answer was given by Urim, and thnt 
could not be by a voice from the mercy. 
seat upon the ark, the ark being then at 
Kirjath-jearim, a city in the tribe of Judah 
( l Sam. vii. 1, 2): whereas DRvid and 
Abiathnr were in the forest of Hareth the 
first time of consulting the oracle (1 Sam. 
x:rii. 5), ancl at Ziklag, in the country of 
the Pl1illstines, the second (chap. xxix. 11, 
and xxx. 1). 

things themselves; 2. Their place; 3. 
Their use. 

1. The things themselves: - "They 
were the workmanship of no man." The 
same may be ~aid of onr glorious Imma
nuel. He was the workmanship of no 
man. He was, indeed, the anti-type of 
that Melchiseclec who was first King of 
Righteousness; because He entered into 
and fulfilled such a covenant as gave 
righteousness to bis Father's law, right-
eousness to his own Person and work, and 
righteousness to his dear people. "After 
that also(says Paul) J{ing of Salem, which 
is, King of Peace. Without father, with
out mother, without • descent, having 
neither beginning of days, nor end of life; 
but made like unto the Son of God." This 
is spoken of Melchisedec, not as man, but 
as priest. As a priest of the l\Iost High 
Goel he had no predecessor-no father, no 
mother; as a typical priest, his priesthood 
had no beginning, neither has it any end. 
Jesus Christ, from an eternity, u:as-Jesus 
CLrist, to endless ages, ·is-the great High 

I will only mention one opm10n more 
on this subject., that which is espoused 
and supported by the learned Braunius. 
He supposes, that when Moses is com
manded to put in the breast-plate the 
Urim and Thummim, which words are in 
the plural number, and signify lights and 
perfections, it means only that he should 
make choice of the most perfect set 
of stones, and have them so polished as 
to give the b1·ightest and finest lustre. 
This is likewise the notion of Hottinger. 
And on this supposition the use and de
sign of the Urim and Thummim, or of 
these exquisitely-polished jewels in the 
pectoral, was only to be a symbol of the 
Divine presence, and of the light and per
fection of the prophetic inspiration; and, 
·as such, constantly to· be worn by the high 
priest in the exercise of bis sacred func
tion, especially in consulting the oracle. 

Benjamin Keach has a few nice words 
on this mysterious Urim and Thummim. 
He says," the Jew thinks they were the 
workmanship of no man; but a sacred 
monument immediately received from 
God; while nil the learned I hnve met 
with agree that they signified Jesus Christ; 
their nnmes, Beauty and Perfectio11, or 
Lights and Perfections, are true only of 
Him. Their use was, that answers might 
be received by them from God in all diffi
cult cases. When the priest consulted 
God, the oracle, by Urim, gave certain 
directions. So Christ is the most perfect 
rule and direction, shadowed forth by that. 
As God spake then by Urim to the priest, 
so now by bis own Son (Heb. i. 1, 2). 
Those who would have sure directions 
and doubts removed, must go to the 
Urim; that is, they must go to Christ 
through the medium of his Word, his 
throne, his ordinances, his ministers, and 
his well-taught saints." 

Oh, there is a beauty and n glory in this, 
of which I can see or sny but little. Bnt 
one moment may be spent over this sub
ject in II threefold point of view : 1. The 

Priest of bis people. · 
2. Moses received this Grim and 

Thummim immediately from God, and 
was commanded to put it into the breast
plate of judgment, npon Aaron's heart. 
"In the fulness of time God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law." Goel gave up his dear Son into 
the hands of Moses, but when Christ had 
fulfilled nil the righteous demands of the 
law, He returned to the hosom of his 
Father, and it is through Him the Father 
speaks to us; it is through Him we speak 
to Goel. It may truly now be said-
" The God shines gracious through the man, 
And sheds sweet glories on them all." 

JEsus CHRIST, THE SoN OF Gon, is the 
lights and perfections of his people; as 
there were seven eyes upon one stone in 
Zechariah's ,·ision; and as there were 
twelve foundations to the city in J obn's 
vision, so, in the glorious person of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, there is a fulness of 
light and a perfection of power. Through 
Him, the covenant of grace is opened aucl 
lighted up: through Him, the Persons in 
the Godhead are made known to us: 
through Him, the mysteries of the Old 
Testament, and the mercies of the New, 
are made to shine with a brilliant trans
parency; and it is through Him alone, our 
hearts, our 1nin<ls, our sern1011s; our songs, 
yell, and all our sorrows too, are sometimes 
made as clear as the sun at noo11-dt1v ; 
while the perfection of life, the perfecti~n 
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of pardon, tl1e perfection of justific11t.io11, 
the perfection of grace, and the perfection 
of glory, a.re 11\1 treasured up in Him, 11nd 
from Him thev flow to 1111 whose names 
are in the Book of Life. 

As the LeYites are joined to the Lord 
in tbese tbings, their spiritnal prh·ileges 
are great beyond compare ; and of 
them I have much more to say, but the 
room is w11uted for other brethren. Until 
December I therefore subsclihe myself, 
the Church's grateful ser,·ant in the 
Gospel, Cami.Es WATERS DANKS. 

Oct. 21st, 1826. 

THE LATE 

MR. JOHN STENSON. 
".E announced in our last, the depart.
ure of this faithful sen·ant of Christ. 
His mortal remains were deposited in 
Broruptou Cemetery, Mr. John Foreman 
officiating; and on the following Sunday 
evening, Mr. Samuel Milner preached his 
funeral sermon, in Carmel Chapel, Pim
lico, where, for twenty-fiye years, l\Ir. Sten
son was pastor, and a successful preacher 
of the Gospel. 

Mr. Jo.mes Butterfield (the son.in-lnw of 
the dl!!leased) also preached a funeral 
sermon at Bethesda Chapel, Jamaica Row, 
Dermondsey, which is published, and may 
be had of the author, of Mr. - Shatter, 
Carmel Chapel, Pimlico, or of i\fr. John 
Stenson, Bookseller, 6, King Street, 
Whitehall. 

We are glad this sermon has been pub
lished; while we regret to learn that" l\Ir. 
Stenson, a short time previoub to his 
death, destroyed a great quantity of his 
writings, so that, comparatively, very little 
of the fruit of his immense mental labour 
can now be gathered. Mr. Butterfield has, 
however, annexed to this sermon "An 
Outline of ,lf"r. 8te11so11's Biography:" the 
pamphlet altogetlrnr forms a eomplete little 
history of the man ; and four postage 
stamps, sent to Mr. James Butterfield, 47, 
Goodge Street, Tottenham Court ~o_ad, 
London, will secure the free transm1ss1011 
of a copy to any address that may be 
seut. 

·,ve shall 11ot 110w review the sermon 
itself, but simply make an extract or two 
from the Memoir, which in this pamphlet 
is arranged under twelve distinct heads; 
the following is a digest:-

He was born in Stanhope-street, St. Cle
meu t's-lane, Westminster, on the the 22ud 
August, 1801; and related; on his mother's 

sido, to the celebrnted Daniel Herbert the 
poet. ' 

His first convictions were, nt the nge of 
eight or ten yenrs, from some worcls tlmt 
dropptad from his father's lips; nnd it is evi
dent that the work went on from thnt time in 
that quiet wny and manner ns Samuel's call 
to God's service did. The pl'iucipnl exercise 
of his mind being a grent cl read of death; so 
that, ns far as I cnn nsccrtniu his conversion 
wa., not of that miraculous' charncter that 
some of God's ministers' have been. 

He was baptized by the late M1·. Williams, 
of Grafton-street, at about the ao-e of twenty 
and walked as a consistent member of' th~ 
Chnrch of God, and was soon employed in 
the Sabbath School attached to the chapel. 
His deportment speedily mised him to the 
offi~e ?f ~eac~n, wl\en about one-and-twenty. 

\\ hile 111 this office, he, with our lately de
ceased and venerable brother Rose used tO" 
go visit!ng. Our bl'other Rose would always 
have !urn to prny and talk, while he would 
only read; and whilst doing this part of his 
office, he was the means of the conversion at 
least of two individuals, if not three. This 
l~d several to consider him gifted for the mi
mstry. Brother Rose being the principal in
strument in t-hrustina him out there arose a 
serious challenge bet~een then;. Rose always 
wanted brother J ohu to pray, and he would 
read. At last his brother challenged him 
that if he would pray, be would afterwards 
pre~ch. This was the means of opening both 
their mouths. The first place at which he 
preached was St. James's Workhouse, where 
the Word was received with such readiness 
that Satan became alarmed, and tolcl the 
overseer that that young man must not come 
there to preach; for the old women would 
leam too much for their old parson. So John 
was told, after a year's success, that he was 
not to be allowed to preach there _any more. 
After this he preached at Greenford, with 
several other good men, with great success. 
The first sermon he has marked in his book 
was on November 28, 1828, from Matt. v. 8. 

At about the uge of twenty-eight he was 
called to preach, with a view to the pastorate, 
at two places at the same time-at Mitchell
street and at Westbour.ne-sti·eet, Pimlico; and 
often preached at one place morning and 
afternoon, and in the eveuing and in the week 
at the other. He was unanimously called to 
accept the pastorate at both places, each 
asserting that the Lord had called him to be 
their Pasto.-. 

How was he to decide? Mitchell-street 
was a wealthy place. He was taken home in 
the carriage of one of the members to cline. 
He could ha\'e lmd aliuost ar,y salai·y. At 
Ouru:el, the eh urch poor, uo money, or com
paratively noue. But he has often saicl he 
preached at ~litchell-street, nnd came aw11y 
empty aud unlilcssed; but when he prenchccl 
nt Carmel, he came a.way blessed and well 
filled, aud he cho•e God's ~lessiug to lllflll:•: 
he prnached at Carmel foi· three years for 
IJOtbing. In the twenty-live years ho b111>· 
tized 268 and received 171; total, 439. 

He was principally self:taught; 111_,d was 
muter of the English, French, Latm, and 
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Greek lnngnnge~, nnd of lnte attacked the 
herculoim task of learning the Hebrew sin
gle-hnncled, nnd with which he became par
tially ncqnainted; he was also an almost un
equ111led arithmetician. 

About two yenrs a~o, or more, it is thought 
that he hegnn to suffer from paralysis; nnrl 
what was most distressing, he began to be 
dreadfully nffiicted in the back of the head, 
which would cause him to weep bitterly, and 
deprive him of nil power to think-nothing 
could relieve it. I could not but observe to 
my wife, some two years ago, or more," Don't 
you detect 'a difference in father's preaching 
-a want of memory in particular?" My 
friends, the brain was beginning to soften 
and decay; and every time he made an effort 
to study, he was forced to give in on account 
of the excruciating pain in the back of the 
head. It made our very hearts bleed to wit
ness his agony. 

On one occasion I went to see him, and he 
was senseless and speechless-so insensible 
that he lay for tweh·e hours with a pill on 
his tongue, without the least effort to swallow 
or eject it-and knew no one. Speedily his 
speech and voice began to fail, so that he 
could not be heard; and sometimes. if heard, 
there would be a want of sense. Till at last 
he became quite prostrate, and was only re
lieved by his ever attentive and affectionate 
wife moving him in and out of his bed. And 
then he would sit for homs and not speak, 
aud look quite vacant. Sometimes his poor 
mind wandered, and he would not know 
what he was talking about. And wbat, per
haps, was most touching, was when he tried 
to speak, but could not, he burst into tears 
for minutes together, and sat afterwards 
dumb and still. Sometimes he would rally, 
and speak to friends who came to see· him; 
and woul<l invariably talk of Jesus as clearly 
and correctly as possible, whilst he would 
lose himself on other matters. 

After country air, physicians and surgeons, 
and nil means failed, on the sabbath before 
he died, he was evidently taken worse, and 
seemed to be quite conscious that he was 

· going, and kissed all his friends and relations 
present, saying only, "Peace, peace, all is 
peace." In the morning he rallied a little, 
and when I saw him I really thought him as 
far from death as he was weeks past; indeed 
his dear partner, seeing that he had gone to 
sleep on Monday night, and slept all uight 
pretty quietly, thought that he would have a 
comfortable day OI\ Tuesday. Rising at six 
o'clock, she observed a great change ·in him, 
and, indeed, it was his last sleep, for he beg,m 
to ·breathe hard, and continued unconscious 
all day, and lay motionless. Night cnme, and 
with his family, anrl many who had been 
blessed by his ministry, till his chamber wns 
full, and the hearts of most 1\11] with grief, 
and yet with grntiturle to tho Lo1·d that his 
last moments were quietness and pence. 
Still sorrow would press on the mind to think, 
thnt a dear husband, a denr father, and a dear 
pastor, wns there; bnt he could not speak, 
ho oould not see, ho did not know we were 
there. Till the moment came when his re
deemed spirit must take its flight to realms 

of everlasting light, 11nd had our eyes bnt 
have been opened as Elisha's were, we shonlrl 
have seen tho angelic mes~engers waiting, as 
we were, to carry him to his God, anrl to our 
God:-

." To vie with Gabriel, while he sings 
With notes almost divine." 

At a quarter past two on Wednesday morn
ing, he breathed his last, as quietly as I now 
breathe in this silent moment. And the 
words which then struck my mind are 
exactly expressive of that last moment, even 
to that iota :-

" One gentle sigh his fetters broke, 
We scarce could say, he's gone, 
Before his ransom'cl spirit took 
Its station near the throne." 

Thus he professed,-he lived what he pro• 
fessed,-he died as he lived,-and now we 
may add him to the nnmber,-" These all 
died in faith." He died aged 55 (the exact 
age of his father). After death the head was 
opened, and was found to possess not one 
particle of brain. He spent it in his Master's 
service. 

FORTY YEARS' SERVICE IN TllE 
IRISH MISSION". 

No. I. 

MR. lsAAC McCARTHY, of Madeley, in Shrop
shire, having laboured for many years iu 
Ireland, has promised to give a few sketches 
illustrative of his work, and of the character 
of the popish priests. We hoptl'" they will 
serve some good purpose. 

To the Editor of the Earthen Vessel. 
l\fadeley, Shropshire, 24th Sept., 185G. 

MY DEAR BROTHER,-Agreeably to my 
promise, I now take up my pen, to give you 
a brief account of a few facts which have 
come within my personal knowledge during 
the forty years I have been on the Irish lllis
sion, conducted under the management of the 
Baptist Irish Society. 1t has been frequently 
asked, What good resulted from that enter
prise? Unpleasant as it is for a man to write 
or speak of himself, to the glory of God I 
may record it, I have baptized more than two 
hundred persons who were not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ. Mitny of these turned 
out to be eruiuently useful. Six of these 
were called of Gad to the work of the mi
nistry. The Rev. Charles Row is one of 
them. Several other brethren were endowed 
with gifts for extensive usefulness. 

So,·ernl of what they call Raman Catholics, 
repented, believed, and were baptized. It 
may help to check the growth of Puseyism, 
which is the very essence of Popery, to know 
how I have silenced the advocacy ot' Ruman 
Catholic priests, when they have urged upon 
me what they call the reasonableness of prny
ing to the souls of the faithful departed. Tirn 
whole argument turns upon tl1e question ot' 
knowledge; and! luwe alwnys asked them
Were tho saints they now pray to 0rnni:scie11t 
when in this life? This ,vas nt!Vt.•l' iusisted 
llPOII, Finding then1 shrink frolll this ques
tion, I dem!llld tha~ they should distinctively 

M 2 
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answer ":Y 1wxt intei,·ogation-Are the souls 
of the faithful departed endowed with this 
great attribnte of the Deity at or 11fter their 
<l:nth ?--;Are thr~· then made equal to God 
h1111!-clf 111 know111g all thing-s? Yon mnst 
first establish it as an indnbitahle fact, that 
they know all the affairs of this lifo as per
fectly as God hnnself, or else vonr creed mnst 
he founded upon manifest uncertainty and 
the p·ossest errnr. By this time with the 
slipperiness of a newiy-caught e~l, I have 
always found that they made a.n effort to 
escape from my grasp. When priests are 
aware that t.he fon_ndation of their dogmatic!tl 
fn):mc ~•s been shivered t? atoms, they then 
will, with the greatest artifice and low cnn
ning, endeavour to ~hift their antagonist from 
bis position, by askrng him intricate and irri
tating questions. But that would uot do 
they must answer my questions or quit th~ 
field. 

This brings to my recollection an occur
rence jus~ in point. I was, by a friend, in
vited to dine. at what is by priests denomi
nated a Stat10n. They send their vestments 
to whateYer house they wish. This is a sio-nal 
giYei_1 to the family to have everything in 
readme~s on some dny appointed for holding 
a meetmg. On tho,e occasions the priests 
hear confessions and give absolutions. A 
good dinner is the last ceremony of the day. 
No man could be made more welcome at this 
festival than your friend. There were five or 
six priests present at it. Two of them were en
gaged at the discussion held at Eskey, against 
reading the Bible. The name of one of 
them was Huse. I had an interview with him 
the following day. He commenced a conver
sation by telling me what rapid success was 
resulting from their missions. I kept abreast 
with him for some time, and at last I got 
ahead of him. This stirred up all the popish 
fire of his constitution, and with great Yehe
mence he exclaimed, "But, sir, you have no 
mission from God." My reply was, '"I can 
produce my commission from the Lord Jesus 
Christ in a few moments;" and I referred him 
to Christ's command to bis Apostles, ~lark 
xvi. 15, lG; and then asked him to show me 
any other authority for preaching either from 
Gotl or man. Again, in a burning passion, he 
said, "You Protestants have held us up to 
public view as a base set of idolaters. I have 
been ransacking my brains to find scripture 
in justification of our church in praying to 
the souls of the faithful departed;" and he 
referred me to the following passage, "Father 
Abraham, have mercy upon me," &c., Luke 
xvi. 24. My reply was, "Mr. Huse, be not 
deceived in me; for, both in my pulpit and 
on platforms, I have never shunned to de
clare vour church to be idolatrous. We care 
nothiog how you may qualify the word wor
ship; while you offer prayers to fellow-crea
tures you are idolaters. You say that you 
have been ransacking your brains for Scrip
ture proof aud prececleucy to prop up your 
clrnrch in this species of worship, and it now 
appears ve1-_i· evidently that you have also 
Leen ran~ackin.g the dreary regions of the 
damned to justify yourselves in worsliif)piug 
the souls of men and women. But Abraham 

gave a dreadful negative to the prayer of tho 
rich man; y~u aml your church inay never 
expect anytlunp; better from ~n insulted God. 
All such acts dccl:trc your disbelief in God's 
mercy and the whole of revelation." 

Yours trnly, 
ISAAC McCARTHY, 

ACROSTIC. 
C ast all thy hu rdens on the Lord• 
H e will sustain thee-trust his \Vord 
A true and faithfnl God He is· · 

" R ich are his gracious promise;. 
Lo! I am with you to the end" 
E '!gaged to succour and defend. 
S till on bis promised aid depend. 

W hile oft with outward cares oppress'd · 
A nd by thine inward fears distress'd • ' 
T hough trouble rises like a flood- 1 

E ach trial shall but work thee good; 
R efined _by them, each grace of thine 
S hall frurer, stronger, brighter shine. 

B oldly thy heav'nward course pursue 
A nd keep the glorious crown in view; 
N or fear, though earth and bell combine· 
K ept by the power of grace divine ' 
S oon shall th' inheritance be thine'. 

PoPLAn, Oct. 9th, 1856. W. T. 

The following lines were found in the coat
pocket of ~fr. W. McLean, of Edinburgh a 
most exemplary Christian, who died 16th 
of March, 1788. 

Come, stingless death, heave o'er; lo! here's 
n1y pass, 

In bloody characters, by Him who was, 
And is, and shall be. Jordan, cut thy stream, 
Make channels dry; I bear my Father's name 
Stamp't on my brow; I'm ravished with my 

crown, 
It shines so bright. Down with all glory, down, 
That worlds can give. I see the pearly port, 
The golden streets, where blessed souls resort, 
The tree of life, floods gushing from the 

throne, 
Call me to joys. Begone short woes, begone; 
I liv'd to die, but now I die to live; 
I do enjoy more than I did believe; 
The promise-me into possession sends: 
Faith in fruition, hope in glory ends! 

From an old Magazine (date }795). 

THE LA TE H. NICOLE. 
THAT well-known itinerant Gospel-preacher, 
H. Nicole, of Took's-conrt, Chancery-lane, 
departed this life October 7th. For a long 
time he had been lingering on the brink. Ho 
preached his last three sermons at St. John's
place, Lisson Grove; and his last text was,
" How shall we escape if we neglect so grcnt 
salvation?" On the afternoon or the first 
Sunday in August he administered the Lord's 
Suppei· to us; but was very ill. The friends 
at Beulah Chapel deeply feel his Joss. He was 
a faithful minister of the GospeJ.-J. Munns, 
8, Eastbowrne Mews, Paddington. 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

THE OLD CHURCH BOOK. 
No. IV. 

UNWORN YARD CHAPEL. 

" The morning cometh and also the night." 
Our last abstract contained an account of 
the disappointment of a pastor in Mr. Evans: 
eight months rolled over, when the church 
gave a solemn call to a Mr. Dawks, and it 
does appear that he also trifled with the 
church; not to go into particulars ( with 
respect to the trial of his gift and the call as 
entered), the following is the finale of this dis-
appointment:- _ 

'' Oct. 20th, 1735. The deacons reported 
that they had a meeting with l\lr. Dawks, to 
know his mind with respect to the solemn call 
this church had given him, who, after acknow
ledgment of favours received, gave his an
swer in the negative, and being asked if he 
had already accepted the call of the church 
at Devonshire-square, answered in the affirm
ative. 

"N.B.LMr.Dawks was called by our church 
a fortnight before that church gave him a 
call, and acknowled9ed that he had no objec
tion against our call.' 

The church at this meeting nominated and 
seconded two brethren to the office of deacons, 
who withdrew, and were unanimously ap
pointed by the church. 

Soon after this second disappointment 
several of the ministers recommended to the 
church a llfr. Thomas Flower, Jun., of 
Bourton-on-the-Water: the following is re-
corded, January 4th, 1736:- · 

Lord's-day, afternoon, the church was 
stayed and acquainted by brother Lyons, who 
(after prayer) put the question,. "That if 
the brethren were now for proceeding to give 
the Rev. Thomas Flower, Jun., a solemn 
call, they would signify by holding up their 
hands, which appeared to he unanimous. 
The following is a copy of the call:-
" The church of Christ, late under the care of 

th!l Rev. Mr. Wm. Arnold, deceased, to the 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Flower, Jun. 
"Whereas our gracious God, who is wise in 

eonncil and excellent i-r1 working, who by his 
providence rules and overrules all things, with 
their various circumstances and incidents, so 
as to bring about those events He designs for 
the good of his people, has, in his great lo,·e, 
watched over tbis church night and day, so 
that, though by disappointment on disappoint
ment, accompanied with mehmcholy appre
hensions n.nd fears, we hn.ve, since the death 
of our late pastor, been tossed to and fro, yet 
have we not been forsaken, but have had 
comfortable apprehension of his presence 
with us, aud have been cemented by love, for 
which, and for nil his benefits, we desire to 
give praise and glory to his holy name, and 
whereas in his kind providence Ho has 
brought you muongst us, and your gift has 

been owned to our great satisfaction 
and mutual comfort, so that we hope you 
have been reserved for this church, and given 
to us, a blessing from the Lord, in answer to 
our prayers. We therefore, sir, as a church 
of Christ, do solemnly in his name call you 
to the pastoral office, and intreat yon to 
take the charge and oversight of us in the 
Lord. 

"On our part we shall endeavonr to make 
yon easy, comfort:tble, and cheerful in your 
ministry. And, as you are ca!led to the me
tropolis to star,d with other ministers in the 
first rank for the defence of the Gospel, we 
pray God, by his Holy Spirit, eminently to 
qualify and anoint you for this work ; that 
under your care we may grow and flourish; 
that yon may be a blessing to the neighbour
ing churches; and that by being placed here 
you may be made of special use and service 
to the poor churches and ministers in the 
country. And now we pr:ty God to be with 
yon in your return, to make your way pros
perous, and bring you back to us in the fnl
ness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ. 

" We are, rev. sir, 
"Affectionately yours in Him.'' 

[Signed by twenty-eight brethren. J 
On Lord's-day, March 28th, 1736, Mr_ 

Flower being at the table and the mem
bers being there and in the body of the place, 
brother Lyons spoke to them as follows :-

" We have time after time waited upon God 
that He wonld give us a pastor after his own 
heart; that He, who is the God of the spirits of 
all flesh, would anoint a man and set him over 
this congregation of the Lord, to lead us out 
and bring us in•, that ,ve may no longer be ns 
sheep without a shepherd. We have had our 
disappointments, our seasons of hen.vines~, 
clouds and darkness have been about us, and 
out of the depths have we cried unto our God. 
The critical hour is now come, a few moments 
more will determine whether this is the Lord's 
set time to favour this part of his Zion, and to 
wipe away the tears from our eyes. It is now 
twelve weeks since we gave onr brother a. call, 
that call was unanimous, and all yon, my 
brethren, gave an evident proof of your love 
by signing it; but as yon since have had more 
opportunities of hearing him than you had 
before, it would be " satisfaction to him to 
know your present sentiments, whether there 
is a continuance of your love; it would there
fore be agreeable to him to have a demou
stration to sense from every mern ber_ 
Brethren and sisters, he desires to have mat
ters issued in such a manner that he may 
have a distinct view of what he does." The 
church solemnly and unanimously expressed 
their allection for, and their satisfaction ot; 
the fitness of brother Flower to serve the in
terest of Christ with them, and thus renewe,l 
the solemn call given on the 4th of Ja1111arv. 

Brother Lyons spoke to brother Flower to 
the following ellecl :-

" Nevereud ~ir,-You have now seen a 
wholo community, every brother aud sister, 
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stnnd up nnrl gh·e you n solemn call-surely 
vonr e,·e• must have affected your heart! I 
"now, in the behalf of this 'church. desire 
yonr nnswer to this call. and hope God will 
gh·e you liberty and freedom in your own 
soul to gh·e nn agreeable one." 

Brother Flower's reply:-" I have attended 
to this call nnd the solicitations of other 
clrnrches, and have spread the cases before 
the Lord, and ban consulted with my friends, 
and ha,•e received their various sentiments, 
and have Jaboured to understand the !endings 
of God's providence, not only seeking the 
voices of men, but the voice of God. l have 
used no artifice to gain your affection: but had 
put it upon this footing, that if there was an 
entire unanimity I would understand it as my 
duty to accept. I therefore do readily and 
willingly accept your call of the 4th of ,Janu
ary to all the intents and purposes therein 
mentioned." 

Brother Lyons then said, "Reverend Sir,
! do in behalf of this church return you 
thanks for your acceptance, may God make 
us a blessing to you, and you to us." 

Thursday, April 29th, 1786, being the day 
appointed for the solemn ordaining of our 
reverend brother Flower to the office of pas
tor, and the brethren Kenward and Stin
ton to the office of deacons in the church, 
the church began with singing; after Mr. 
Gill and Mr. Brine bad praved, the ministers, 
with our brother Flower, -being at the table, 
Mr. Bidle stood up and said, "In the name of 
my brethren and myself, I ask wherefore the 
church bas called us together at this time?" 

Brother Lyons said, "Sir, by the appoint
ment of this church I am their mouth on 
this occasion, and on their behalf I declare 
that we have had a series of melanche>ly pro
,idences for nearly two years, during which 
time, on our solemn days and seasons of 
prayer, we have waited on God that He would 
give us a pastor after his own heart to feed us 
with knowledge and understanding; but we 
met with disappointment on disappointment, 
ancl hope seemed to be cut off; r.ntil the num
ber of days determined were accomplishecl, 
until the set time to favour us was come. 

"When it pleased God to bring our reve
rend brother l'lower among us, his gift bad e. 
suitableness to our souls; and, after solemn 
prayer for the divine direction, we have, 
with one heart and voice, called him to the 
office of /'astor, elder, and overseer in this 
church o Christ. We now, sir, desire you, 
with those ,·our reverend brethren, to be still 
drawing near the throne of grace, and pray
ing to God for him and us, that, being under 
dh•ine anointing, he may have great sncce~s 
in couverting sinners from the error of their 
ways by proclaiming and preaching the un
searchable riches of Christ, as made mani
fest in the Gospel of the grace of God. 

" Pray for us that this our settlement may 
be a time of refreshment from the Lord; that 
the beauty of the Lord our God may be upon 
us, that we may be revived again and re
newed as in days of old. We also desire 
that, with imposition of hands, calling upon 
the name of the Lord, our !Jrother be ordained 
pastor of this church of Chl'ist, 

"I have further to notify to you that after 
solemn pmyer to God, we luwe called our 
worthy brethren, Mr. Thomns Kenwnrd and 
Mr. Samuel Stinton, to the office of deacons 
of this church; we desim tlmt they may be 
ordained in like manner, calling on God thnt 
they may have that wisdom, prudence, dili
gence, faithfulness, and compassion which nre 
requisite to discharge the duties of that sta
tion. l'inally, we desire that such advice 
may be given to om· brother Flower as 
pastor, to our two worthy brethren as 
deacons, 'and to the rest of the members of 
this churcl1, as shall be judged most suitable 
for each of us." 

Mr. Bidle then asked if brother Thomas 
Flower was e. member in full communion 
with us ?-Brother Lyons answered he was. 

.Mr. Bidle desired the church, if they re
newed their call, to signify the same, which 
they did; then add1·essing himself to brother 
Flower," I desire you, my brother, if you ac
cept of the pastoral office (not by constraint, 
but willingly), to declare the same verbally." 

Mr. Flower then stood up, and answered to 
the following effect:-

" My brother, my brethren,-Ihave attended 
to the call of this church; viewed myself, and 
desired my friends to view, the footsteps of 
Providence in relation to this affair. I con
fess the ways of the Lord are, in many cases, 
unsearchable ; but, as far as my judgment is 
sufficient to direct, here the Lord bath led 
me: but, alas! how unequal am I to the great 
and solemn charge I am now expected to un
dertake-in myse1f a total unfitness. When 
I view the several duties incumbent on this 
office-the importance of this awful trust
the more immediate charge of souls-my 
spirit sinks, my soul draws back, and says
'\\'ho is sufficient for these things?'-e..Jittle 
acquaintance with myself discovers many 
things that may justly cause me to rear and 
tremble. I am surrounded with innumerable 
infirmities, and have reason to fear from the 
law of my members that the honour and 
glory of my Lord and Master may suffer 
through me; but as He is able that bath 
called, faithful that bath promised, and 
whose call this day I hope I attend, I take 
encouragement from past mercies, past sup
ports, that He thnt bath hitherto preserved will 
preserve me faithful unto the death; there
fore, for the name and eake of my Lord and 
Master, even Jesus, in whose strength I would 
go forth, trusting his grace, I this day confirm 
my acceptance of the call of this his people 
to the office of their pastor; and further de
clare it by lifting up my hand to Heaven, 
from whence I look for help and blessing. 
Lord, say unto my solll by Thy Spirit, Thy 
grace is sufficient for me, and that as my day 
my strength shall be. My brethren, my every 
member of this church, my brethre~ in the 
ministry, my witne•ses, let me share m your 
prayers at the throne of grace for every 
needful supply." 

Then Mr. Flower knelt down, and Mr. 
Flower, senior, Mr. Didle, Jl,lr. Wilson, ~nd 
Mr. Braithwaite laid their hands on hnn. 
llr. !?lower, senior, said, "We, by tl)e 
authority and refiuest of this church, <lo, m 
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the nnme of the Lord Jesus Christ, solemnly 
sot npart and ordnin you to the office of 
pastor, cider, and overseer of this church, hy 
the imposition of hauds agreeable to the 
practice of Scripttfre, calling upon the name 
of the Lord." 

I-le having prayed over him, Mr. Flower 
e:i·ose, and blr, Bidle, on behalf of the pastors 
of the churches, gave him tbe right hand of 
fellowship. 

Mr. Bidle desired the church if they re
newed their call of brother Thomas Ken ward 
to the office of a deacon to signify by holding 
up their hands, which they did. He then 
desired of brother Thomas Kenward, if he 
accepted of that office, he would signify it 
by holding up his right hand, which he did; 
the same question was put to the church and 
brother Stinton, who accepted office. The 
brethren Ken ward and Stinton were confirmed 
in their office by the imposition of hands and 
prayer. 

Mr. Wilson preached to the pastor and 
deacons from Jer. iii. 15, and after him Mr. 
Braithwaite preached to the church from 
1 Tim. v. 17; then the church sung the 
133rd Psalm, and lltr. Dew concluded the 
whole with prayer. 

From the list of members at this time the 
church's number was 127. 

From the minutes entered, it appears that 
internal commotion, numerous cases of mem
bers being put unrler church discipline, and 
decreasing numbers, marked the period of 
Mr. Flower's ministry as pastor, which office 
he tendered to the church after a period of 
six years; at the end of eight years he again 
tendered bis resignation, which the church 
unanimously accepted. During this time 
many important cases were brought before 
the church, whjch may appear at some future 
time. 

THE BIRTH-PLACE OF DR. GILL
AND FULLERIS~I. 

Sept. 22nd, 1856. 
MY DEAR BROTHER,-! promised you last 

week that I would give you some account of 
tho various churches I may visit this journey. 
I am just now got to Kettering, and am sit
ting in brother Keyston's little parlour, hear
ing from him the history of the cause of God 
in this place; and, in order to givo it yon 
correct, I nm writing it down as it comes 
from his lips. 

Yon are doubtless well aware that this 
is the place where the celebrated Andrew 
F,1her lnboured and died. On account of 
his being from home so much, he had an 
assistant named John Keen Ha11, the nephew 
of Robert Hnll, who, after the death of l\lr. 
Fuller, became the sole pastor; now, having it 
all to himself, he came ont in his true colours, 
deserting even what Fullerites call free grace, 
and espousing the cause of frco will; thus 
proving, that after al_l F_u1lerism and ~rmi
nianism are hnt ns twm sisters. On this ac
count n fow came out from this church, and 
met to~ether for tho worship of God in a 
room ~no of their number, a young n1nn, 
namc'd John Jenkinson, becoming their 

preiwher. After n while they built them
selves a chapel, now called "Ebenezer and 
appointed Mr. Jenkinson t,, the pastoral ~ffice; 
during his pastorate, a good degree of prospe
rity was enjoyed, the church numbered above 
100, and the chapel was well attended and 
cleared of debt, but at length he was removed 
to Oakham, where he still labours. Since his 
removal the cause has graC:ua11y declined: at 
times they have had men of truth to preach 
to them, but as often Fullerites and Armini
ans, so that at present it is in a very low 
state, no service being held except occasion
ally; at this place, I am to preach to-night, 
and to-morrow will tell you what sort of a 
place and what kind of people I find. In 
the meantime, perhaps you would iike to 
hear of Mr. Fuller's church; his successor, 
Mr. Hall, has ceased his labours, and in his 
turn was succeeded by a Mr. Robinson, who 
has since left to go to Cambridge-now the 
pastoral office is filled by Mr. Mursell, the 
son of Mr. Mursell, of Leicester, who, if we 
may judge of outside arrearnnces, is labour
ing with good success; the chapel, which will 
hold about 1000 people, is filled, and the 
number of the church in proportion; but 
what of all that ?-duty-faith and free-will are 
no food for living souls: therefore, I find some 
loving the Gospel of Christ in all its fulness, 
anxiously desiring that the Lord would send 
them a free-grace preacher, who may feed 
the hungry souls of the poor outcasts. It is 
remarkable that in this very town, that 
champion for truth, Dr. Gili, was born and 
preached, being pastor of the present Mr. 
Mursell's church, but now his doctrines are 
considered too old-fashioned, :md people 
fancying that they have so much more light 
than their forefathers, set aside the glorious 
doctrines of free grace, and have set np in 
their room the contemptible system of free 
will and human merit, which is as dangerous 
to man as it is dishonouring to God. 

Wednesday 1lforning. 
Last night I preached at the Ebenezer 

Chapel; we had a good company, and some 
of them seemed to receive the word as good 
news from a far country. I tried to speak 
to them from the words of David, "I will 
sing praise to my God, while I have my 
being." I spoke (1) of my God, telling them 
that He is not the God of the heathen, for 
He is a living God, whilst their gods are idols, 
made of woocl and stone; He is not the God 
of the Socinians, for He is a just and holy 
God, whilst the God they serve is, according 
to their own showing, a God who cares so 
little about sin, that He does not require any 
thing more than their imperfect works as an 
atonement for it; He is not the God of the 
Arminians, for their God is often changing 
his mind, but miue is in one mind, and none 
can turn Him; their God is often overcome by 
the rebels, and cannot accomplish his will, 
but mine is a God who perfu1'1neth all his 
pleas,we, for whatsoever He plcaseth, even that 
He doeth; Ho is not the God of the Fullerites, 
for their God receives atonement for all sin, 
and yet damns many sinners, but mine saves 
all whose sins are atoned for, and is so 
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stric!lr just, that He 11ever twice demands a 
pa~·ment of oue debt. 

In the second place I told them for what 
I would praise Him; for his electing love, 
coYemmt engagements, redeeming blood, con
Ye_rting pow"r, presen·ing merc.y, and snncti
fy111g grnce, yeR, for all the blessings of sal
Ya:iou, seeing the~7 Rll con1e fr0111 Him; and 
thml, how, and how long l would praise Him. 
I would not praise Rim with that bh,sphemous 
song, which some profess to sing to his 
praise...:... 

" A chm·ge to keep. I ha,-e, &c.;" 
but rather e,·en as the nngcls do in heaven, 
by ascribing RII the glory to Him alone; and 
as for how Jong I shall praise Him I cannot 
tell, l cannot count up the number of the 
yenrs-bnt through his grace I hope to 
praise Him so lung as I have my being, even 
throughout the conutless ages of a never
ending eternity. 

The last time the sound of a free-grace 
Gospel was heard in this pla.ce was when 
Lmther Clarke, or H nil, was here, some six 
years ago: this dear num of God, and his 
discourses, hl\\'e been the subject of conversa
tion amongst the lovers of truth here ever 
sinctl; they can still tell the te,;t, and many 
things he said in preaching; in fact, there nre 
several who were brouglit, through his viE-it, 
to see the truth, and are now found "contend
ing eal'Jlestly for the faith once delivered to 
the saints.'' The friends seem to want to hear 
as much as they can, so I have to preach 
again this afternoon and evening: I tru&t 
that a cause of truth will be established here 
before long. If any minister of the truth is 
passing this way, they would be glad for him 
to come and preach to them; as, if they can
not get the chapel, they will get some place or 
otl,er: but they are in hopes that they will 
Le able to ha"e the chapel at all times, as the 
principal manager has said that it shall be 
open for any who wish to do good; hence 
they sometimes have Arminiaus, sometimes 
Fullerites, and next Sunday week they are 
going to have an Independent; but what of 
that ?-if the prince of darkness preached 
there, and I had an opportunity to preach 
after, I would willingly do so, believing that 
the truth of God is as pure though preached 
in an Arminian camp as it would be preached 
in a place where uo other sound had ever 
been Leard; so any brother passing this way 
will recei,·e a hearty welcome, either from 
brother Keyston, whipmaker, Walker's Laue, 
or brother AJattock, shoemaker, Northall. 

:/lfonduy, S.pt. 29.-I find it a difficult thing 
to keep a journal whil•t travelling, and there
fore neglected noting down on the spot what 
I thought might interest you; but as I a1n 
now in my quiet little study at home, I will 
tn· to call to mind a little of' what I saw 11nd 
heard durinl( the past week. On Tuesday 
eveuing, at Kettering, I had a good congre
gation, and found sweet liberty in speaking 
of l'au\'s \\'ords-" The election bath obtained 
it, and the rest were blinded." On Wednes
dsy morning I Lid adieu to the Kettering 
frieuds, and took train to liirminghll,m, I 
could bear but very little or the two 1,laces 
of truth there, viz. the Tabernacle and 

Frederick Street. I wns tolcl thnt they now 
haYe II stated minister at the 'l'llbernacle 
nnd thnt brot.her Hitson hns left Fredm·ick 
Street some time, neither cnuse enjoying thnt 
prosperity we could desire. On Thursday 
morning I took train to Oldbury, and, passing 
through the town, s1tw hnnrlbills 11nnouncing 
that the Baptist chapel would be re-opened on 
the following Lord's dny, when Mr. Bucking
ham. of Birmingham, and Mr. Smnuel Clarke, 
of Hull, were expected to preach. This pince 
has been going clown fo1· some yenrs, and is, 
11ccording to accounts I hear, in even a lower 
state now than it eyer has been; but I trust 
that this re-opening of the chapel will he a re
commencement of good days to them, for 
surely amongst the vast population of this 
black country we might suppose the Lord 
has many of his dear people. Leaving Old
bury, l wended m'y way amongst the pits to 
the pleasantly-situated village of Go&ty Hill, 
situated between Oldbury 11nd Halesowen. 
Here they have a neat little chnpel, a good 
congregation, and a church of about twelve 
or thirteen members. Same two vears and 11 
half ago they were formed into a church by 
brother Burns, of Gornal, and brother Bricjge, 
of Cosely, when a young man named Richard 
Yorke, whom the Lord hacl brought out of 
the coal-pit, was chosen and ordained as their 
pastor. i believe be preaches the truth of 
God to thelll; and although the Lord has 11ot 
yet given him to see much fruit to his labours, 
yet we hope that the .seed is not lost, hut will 
one day spring up and yield a plenteous 
hnrvest,-for I c11nnot believe that the truth 
of God c11n be p1·eached and no blessing fol
low,-" in d"e se11son we shall reap, it' we 
faint not.'' Leaving Gosty Hill, I descended 
again amongst the pits, and came to the cot
tage of brother Smith, who flir many years 
has been the respected pastor of Spring Uea
dow Baptist Chapel. I found him in good 
health, and what pleased me still more was 
to hear that his church never was in a more 
prosperous stl\te. The commodious chapel is 
well filled, and the Lord continues to add to 
the numbers of the church; we trust of them 
who shall be eternally saved. Ju brother 
Smith we have an exception to the old pl'O• 
verb, "A prophet is not without honour, save 
iu his own country." .tle was born 1111d 
brought up very near the spot where he 
now preaches, and has honour both amongst 
his own people and those to whom he occa
sionallv ministers elsewhere; in fact, I nm 
surprised that our churches have not founcl 
him out before now, and brought him out of 
his privacy, for I am persuaded thnt he ill a 
scribe well instructed in the things of God; 
but he seems well content where he is: he 
lives in the affections of his people, works 
hard all the week, nnd preaches three times 
on the Lorcl's day. I think it wonld be well 
for some of the lazy parsons to be hound 11p· 
prentice to friend Joseph for I\ little time, 
and after that I should hope they would be 
ashamed to lay themselves up all tlrn week, 
aud read two sermons on the Sunday; but I 
believe the time is come, or coming, when 
those drones will have to seek fresh employ, 
and the laborious gospel oxen will both labour 
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nn~ livo; nlthough they mny not lnbour with 
their hands, yet they will be found lnbonring 
for God weekdays as well as Sundavs. With 
mutual good wishes I parted from brother 

- Smith, nnd, after a walk of two or three 
miles, found myself in the town of Dudley. 
Here the truth of God has, more or less, been 
proclaimed for many years, but at present 
things nre decidedly bnd. The old Baptist 
chnpel, being endowed, is still held by the 
old pastor, although it seems evident that no 
blessing is attending his labours, as the place 
is almost deserted. There has also been a 
division at the room, and a few are meeting 
at one of their friend's houses; but the ma
jorit;v still remain at the old place, and are in 
a fa1r way of prospering. I preached there 
on Thursday evening, and had nearly as full 
a congregation as ever I saw there. They 
are rather fearful, as they will soon have to 
give up their room, it having been sold; but 
their eyes are up to the Lord, who, I trust, 
will open another door for them. · Surely in 
a town of 60,000 inhabitants a place will be 
found for the preaching of God's truth,-if 
not, I say, arise and build. Amongst my 
congregation on Thursday evening I had the 
pleasure of seeing old l!'ather Bridge, the 
pastor of the Coppice Chapel, Coseley. I 
was glad to find him in excellent health; in 
fact, he said he was never better in his life. 
The Lord has been pleased to provide for him 
in his old days in a very bountiful way, and 
the dear old man is placed above either want 
or the cold charity of friends, so that the 
enemies have taken occasion to call him co
vetous, and have raised some evil reports 
about him; but I feel it my duty to say that 
the report which was raised respecting his 
cardage is al together false, as he still con
tinues to walk from Dudley to the Coppice 
and back every Lord's day and Wednesday 
evening, and assured me that he intended to 
do so as long as he was able, and then to give 
up going there altogether. He seems very 
anxious to have 1tnother pastor raised up for 
his people before bis departure, but the dea
cons seem to think that they have not done 
with their old one yet. The church at the 
Coppice is blessed with a good share of pros
perity-not much increase in numbers, but 
peace and unity prevail. On Friday morn
ing I tmvelled on to Wolverhampton, and was 
sorry to find thnt the church at John Street 
is in a very low state. They have a good 
preacher, a man of good ability, who, I am 
told, draws his hundreds whoa f,·om home, 
but scarcely any when at home; surely a 
cloud hangs over this place,-the reason why 
is known to God, and will, perhaps, some da.v 
be revealed. At Temple Street they A.re doing 
better than usual, Mr. Hatton still preaches 
there, and is made useful to many, although 
I fear conversion work is but seldom heard 
of. 0 Lord, revive thy work I From Wolver
hampton I walked to Willenhall, and met with 
Mr. Lefevre, tho new pastor of the Baptist 
church at Little London; he is a pleasant 
sociable man, but, I fear, will not be OYer 
comfortable there, as the people are divided 
amongst themselves, 0, Sntnn, what hast 
thou done, thus to divide and to scatter the 

church of God; surely Satan is busily at 
work amongst our churcl,es. May the Lord 
arise an<l have mercy upon Zion, for surely 
the time of her need, if not the set time to 
favour her, is come. 

[The above letter is furnished by our bro
ther Benjamin Davies, of Leighton, whose 
labours at home, at Kettering, and other 
places, have been, we are glad to learn, use
ful in many ways.-Eo.J 

THE CHURCH ON BERKHAMPSTEAD 
COMMON. 

THE ordination of brother William Moores, 
as pastor over the above Baptist Church, took 
place on Tuesday, September 16th. With 
permission, we quote the following bdef re
port from a Christian weekly journal. Speak
ing of this ordination, the writer says:-

" We have indisputable New Testament 
evidence (Acts xxvi. 16) that none but the 
Lord himself can truly and effectually make 
a man a minister, and I do not know any 
mistake more common, nor more disastrous, 
than that of setting men up as pastors of 
churches whom the Lord never designed, nor 
ever qualified for a work so great, so respon
sible, and so important. Churches have been 
divided and scattered, wives and families have 
been ruined and rendered truly wretched, 
and good men, who might (as active members 
of churches) have been exceedingly useful, 
have become burdens, simply because these 
good men have said, 'A preaching we will 
go;' and some few weak minds have helped 
on the delusion until the most fearful conse
quences have been the result. Oh, sir, the 
men are not few but they are many, who will 
come and crouch to poor Zion 'for a piece 
of silver, and for a morsel of bread, saying, 
' Put me in to one of the priests' offices, that 
I may eat n piece of bread.' Ignorance and 
idleness, pride and presumption, are the main 
features in their character, and too frequently 
the only qualific,itions they possess ; the only 
credentials they can produce for this highest 
and holiest of nil the offices men can occupy 
under the heavens. 

" The rev.erse of this is the case of William 
Moores, the village blacksmith, nnd the pastor 
of Berkhampstead Common. Although called 
to take 'the charge of souls,' yet, ns these 
precious souls cannot take the entire charge 
of him, William is willing nnd determined, 
like Paul, ' to labour, working with his own 
hands,' until the fruits of his labour shall be 
sufficient for his temporal needs. 

" Let us now take our stand in the sanc
tuarv, and view this h!\PPY scene o. little closer. 

"\Villiam Moores is im inhabitant of Iving
hoe; and out of respect to him, the I vinghoe 
Sacred Harmonic Society came over to con
duct tho orchestral parts of the service, ancl 
I must confess I never expect to hear sweeter 
harmony, or more delightful chanting ancl 
singing in this wilderness, than I heard that 
clay at Berkhampstead. There was one lady 
in that choir who po.,sessed n power to roll 
her clear and eloquent voice hither and 
thither, in a way surpassing all that ever I 
heard; and so enchanting was the effect that 
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it 11,lmost lifted u 1 off the eiirth, and ma<le 
us wish to be in heaven, where the song is 
ever new, Rnd the songsters hnYe imnwrtal 
powers. Kent seems to have listened itt tho 
very keyholes or hcaYen's g,1tes, when burst
ing out, to silence for a moment the uoise of 
"·orldly citres a.nrl carnal cries, he exclaims: 
"' Hark how the blood-bought hosts above 

Conspire to praise redeeming love, 
In sweet harmonious strains J 

.An<l while they strike the golden lyres 
This glorious theme e.ach bosom fires, 

Tlrnt grnce triumphant reigns.' 
"Turning from the gallery to the gmve 

pulpit, we observed there a pleasant, youth
ful, and devout-looking person, whose name 
is Benjamin Davies, or Leighton Buzzard, nnd 
who proceeded to describe to us the recog
nised character of the New Testament Church. 
This he did very consistently, and g·reatly to 
our edification. After this the noble and 
most serious-looking p:;istor of Tring, Mr. 
Geo. Wyard, ascended the pulpit, and after a 
short introductory address to the people, he 
called upon William :Moores to sta11d up and 
answer three questions-first, how he became 
a Clu-istian; secondly, in what way the Pro
vidence of God led him into the work of the 
n,iuistry; and, thirdly, what wero the princi
ples of his faith as regards the doctrines and 
the ordinances of the Gospel? To each of 
these questions William gave lucid and en
larged replies, after which the chief deacon 
of the church read its history-showed how 
the Lord sent and blessedly employed William 
Moores among them-and then Mr. Wyard 
called upon the ch'lrch individually and col
lectively to acknowledge William as their 
pastor by standing up and lifting their hands 
with their hearts to heaven. This was a 
solemn sight, and each one sent his and her 
hand up with a decision and cheerfulness 
that we have seldom seen. The newly-chosen 
pastor then publicly accepted the office, 
whereupon Charles Waters Banks, of London, 
taking the chief deacon's right hand and 
placing it in the newly-chosen pastor's hand, 
formally joined them together, and implored 
the Lord's blessing upon them. In the after
noon the same minister delivereil a kind and 
wholesome charge to the newly-ordained 
pastor from Paul's words to Timothy,' Take 
heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine, and 
continue in them, for in so doing thou shalt 
both save thyself and them that hear thee.' " 

In the evening, Mr. Geo. Wyard; addressed 
the Church. It was a happy day-immense 
numbers thronged the place, and we hope 
good was done. 

The following history of this church's 
existence was read by the deacon, in the 
course of the morning's examination. 

" The following is a brief statement of the 
origin, aud some of the leadings of divine 
providence, of the church of Christ, meeting 
for divine service at Berkhampstead Common. 
Early iu the summer of 18:J0, Mr. Thomas 
Wood, aud J,me Woucl, his wife, and John 
Bedford, joined t,hemse)ves together in 
church fellowship, and met for divine wor
fhip under a tree on the Com1nou, near the 
residence of the above-nmned John Bedford. 

llfr. Woo<l prNtched under thnt tree n few 
Lords' da~·s; the congreg11ti~n increased, they 
removed rnto n cow-shed 111 tho occup11tion 
of the aforesaid John Bedford, which, by 
their mutu11I help, wns fitted up with n few 
forms nnd windows ns I\ pl11ce of worship. 
The Lord gave testimony to the won\ 
preached, nine persons came forth, nnd were 
bnptizcd by immersion. We continued 
meeting together every Lord's day, till 1835 
tho Lord stili blessing t.be word to many that 
attended; the congregation still increased, 
the place w11s becoming out of repair, and 
not large enough to hold the people; so we 
began to seek for II piece of ground, whereby 
a more comfortable place of worship might 
be erected; having obtained it, this place was 
b11ilt,_11nd we came to worship Almighty God 
m tins place the first Sabbath in January 
1836. ' 

"The Lord continued to bless the word 
preached by brother Wood until his poor 
body began to be afflicted, and he was laid 
aside in the winter- season the few last years 
of his life; still,' when health and strength 
would vermit, he was about his Master's 
business: we as a church, feel a desire to 
kindly thauk many brethren for their lauours 
in supplying the pulpit during those seasons 
when brother Wood was ill. Sorne have de
clared the Word was blessed to their souls ; 
we have had our seasons of trial; our seasons 
of darkness; and, blessed be Goel, we have 
had our joyous times, times of triumph ancl 
relief. Time rolled round, till our dear old 
pastor was laid aside finally; he prnached his 
hst sermon here at Christmas time, 1852; 
after being ill nbout sixteen months, he 
entered into his rest in hope of a joyful 
resurrection, and left a blessed testimony be
hind, that the truths he preached were his 
support, when his heart and flesh failed him; 
then God was his strength, and his portion for 
evor. He preached here about twenty-four 
years, the Lord gave him fifty-three souls; 
some remain, but others have fallen asleep in 
.Jesus; du1·ing the time we had supplies, Mr. 
Moores came once a month. After the death 
of Mr. Wood, we gave him an invitation about 
March, 1854. His word was useful; and we, 
as a church, thought we had better give him 
a call for three months; during these three 
months there were several added to the 
church, and one of the females' husbands 
being present at the ordinance of believers' bap
tism ( who was before a persecutor and a 
blasphemer), the Lord was pleased to meet 
with.his soul while Mr. Moores was speaking 
at th~ water side; since that time he has 
made it manifest that he is on the Lord's side, 
and has become a consistent member ever 
since. We believe !llr. Moores to be a man of 
God, and in answer to prayer, the Lord sent 
him amongst us. One evening, at our prayer 
meeting we· were prnying to the Lord ear
nestly tlrnt He would mako it rnnni!est that 
He had sent him, and if He lrnd, that Mr. 
~J oores mi,,ht l,e exercised in his mind nt tho 
same time". and tho next Lord's day he told 
us tho j,,.s;ago of scripture that his 11_1i11d 
was exercised about, and we were constnimed 
to say, he wns the man the Lord had appo1uted 
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for us. His lnbours hnve been blest, in being 
the instrument of srnitching two as brands 
from the burning-' Give all the glory to God's 
holy name, to Hirn the glory belongs.' At 
the end of three months we gave him an 
invitation to become onr pastor, being more 
than two years since he came amongst us, 
and the Lord still continues to own his labours: 
since our late pastor, Mr. Wood, was laid 
aside, there have been 16 added to the church 
fourteen have been added since Mr. Moore~ 
has _been amongst us, eleven by believers' 
baptism, and three from other churches; and 
we are happy to say there are others in 
whom we hope the Lord hns begu11- a good 
work. When Mr. Moores came amongst us, 
we had uo sabbath-school, n~w we are happy 
ta say tli,ere are nearly 60 children t_au"ht in 
tlie school; neither had we. any pews; nor a 
gallery, no.r a timepiece, 11,ll of which we now 
have, and all paid for, for which we desire to 
feel very thankfal; for "what hath God 
wrought?" We hope the Lord will still use him 
as an instrument amongst us in doing much 
good; that many ]Jlay be cajled out of dark
ness into. his mospparvellons light; that those 
that be already· awakened m,iy be built up 
in theit; most holy faith, and be enabled to go 
on their way rejoicing. · · · 

ZOAR CHAPEL, POPLAR. 

ON Wednesday evelling, September 24th, 
1856, Mr. R. Ilow Jes, of Zoar Chapel, Poplar, 
baptized four believers (three females and one 
male), at the Cave Adulla01'.Cl\apel, Stepney 
(kindly lent for the occasion). Mr. Bowles 
preached to a large and attentive congrega. 
gation, from John iii. 23: "And John also 
was baptizing in Enon, near to Salim, be
canse there was much water there; and they 
came, and were baptized.'' From which the 
follo,ving things 'were noticed:-(!) John's 
divinely-appoi!ited work - baptizing. (2) 
The locality-" Jn Enon, near to Salim." (3) 
The reason assigned for choosing that place 
-'' Because there was 1nuch water there.'' 
The inference to be deduced from the same
viz. that John required much water for his 
mode of administering the ordinance. (4) 
The conduct of the candidates-" They came 
and were baptized." Each of the above 
heads were f11lly entered into; ,1nd the 
preacher show~d. that infant- sprinkling was 
a part ,ind pillar of Papery, and a clelusiun of 
Satim; tlnit the ·only legitimate nnd scrip
tural mode of baptizjng was by imu1ersion 
and the only trnc aud prnpet· subjects wer~ 
believers, and such as" brought forth fruits 
meet for repentance." After singing, n.ud im
ploring the Lord°& special blessing at the pool, 
each was solemnly addressed upon tho nature 
and obligations of the significant onli1rn11ce 
that they were passi11r; through. Three out 
of the 10111· worn called under Mr. Bowleis 
ministry, an<l the fourth brought into Gos
pel liberty on Lord's day, October 5, at the 
table of tile Lord. The pastor and dencons 
gave them the right hand of fellowship. 

The church at Zoar, l'ophw, is prospering. 
Truth iu all its fulness is prnclaimed; peace 
prevails; sinners come farwiml to declare the 

work of God in their souls; carnal professors 
revile; the sheep are fer!, folded and watered -
and the Chief Shepherd and Bishop of soul~ 
condescends to bestow the greatest of all 
boons: "My peace I leave with you.'' 

MENDLESHAM BAPTIST CHAPEL. 
DEAR EDITOR,-On Lord's day the 3rd 

o_f August, I h,a<l the privilege of °baptizing 
six of the Lord s people, upon a profession of 
their faith in Jesns,-four males and two fe
!llales. The Lorrl's presence was greatly en
Joyed by most of the people. The numbers 
assembled together on that occasion filled the 
chape_l, and a _great number of persons were 
stand)ng outside. Not only upon baptizing 
days ls the chapel filled, but every Lord·s day; 
so!"e of th? people travelling six and seven 
miles to this phtce. The good Lord is blessino
his word to many souls, and· after much in': 
quiry of. the Lord we have be,,un to enlarge 
th? chapel, to accommodate the many wor
shippe~s that assem?le; The Scripture th0 
Lord directed my mmd to speak from at the 
above time was, "Can any man forbid water, 
that_ these shoulrl not be baptized, which have 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we?" 

It is evident the Holy Ghost fell on all 
th_em which heard the word, for they spake 
with tongues,- ,rnd magnitied God. Peter 
mentions their 1·ight to baptism they havin" 
received the Hol;v Ghost. But h_ow the Holy 
Ghost could have thus fallen on mfants so as 
to si:,eak with tongues and magnify God, I 
confess I have yet to learn. Therefore until 
it c~n- be proved that infants are capable of 
receivmg the !fo_ly Ghost, and speaking with 
tongues, mag:rnfymg ~od, I shall object to in
fants possessmg any nght to the ordinance of 
baptism; neither can it be proved that iu
fants formed a part of the household of Cor
~1eli_u;'? or of any ?f the households spoken of 
111 Sen pture, nor is there any precept or pre
cedent for infant baptism in the apostles' days. 

In the alternoon of the same day we as
sembled together ngain to receive into the 
church those six baptized followers of Jesus 
and to break bread_; the words impressed upon 
my nund at tliat time were "It i, finished." 
The subject was truly blesae,l to me ~nd 
many or the people. Sal rntion's work is 
done, according to the will of Goel. We coultl 
say it was goo,L to be here.. The Lord's name 
be prniscd for mercies like these. 

Suffolk. C. E. ;\JERRETT. 

OLD BAPTIST CHAPEL, DUNSTABLE. 
WEnNESDAY, Oct. 8, a sermon was pre,1ched 

i11 the nfternoon by J. E. Bloomfield. The 
text wus Zech. vi. 13 : it was an excellent dis
course. After the sermon~\ public tea meetinO" 
was he!d, and~ goodly nurnb~r were prc.seu~ 
A public meetrng was hdd 1n the evening. 
Mr. Hush engngecl in prayer; after which, 
~Jr. Cnrpcnter gave a concise account of tlrn 
revival aud progress of the cause siucc lie 
had been nt Dnnstable;_spoke highly ot· the 
people, for veri many ol them lm,\ willingly 
strnngthencd hts hands 1incl shown themselves 
ready to work .. He sail! the antiquit.v of tlw 
place had a claim on the Christian public,-
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it bc•ing nn oft:shoot from the parent stock nt 
Rc<l!or<l, once undc1· the care of tlrnt great 
rnnst,•r of nllegory John Runyan; he further 
stated, the meeting that night was to issue 
more collecting cards, to remo,·c, if possible, 
the debt of 100!., an<l we nre li:tppy to say 
friends from other cames responded to the 
appeal, and took collecting cards, for which 
we very much thank them. Mr. Davies, of 
Leighton, addressed the meeting. He con
grnt.ulnted lllr. Carpenter on his present posi
tion, and trusted he would still continue 
prosperous. Mr. Collyer, of Ivinghoe, ad
wrted to the circumstance that Dunstable 
Chapel was the first place he spoke in ; he 
had a lively recollection of the depression of 
spirit he lnboured under, and bow the Lord 
was better to him than his fears, corroborating 
the statements made by lllr. Carpenter in 
reference to the rise and progress of the cause; 
sho\\'ing that it was the parent cause of all 
the Baptist churches in tbis district. J. Wil
kins, of Greenwich, congratulated the people 
on three things-their prosperity, their being 
favoured with a good ministry, and their 
good singing. He offered some excellent re
marks on unity and simplicity, being exactly 
of the same opinion as David the Psalmist, 
that, " it is good and pleasant for brethren to 
dwell together in unity,"-he conld not if be 
would, and would not if he could, forbear 
rejoicing at the peace and prosperity that 
reigned in their midst. Mr. Bloomfield then 
spoke on the doctrines, the promises, and the 
comforts of Scripture; speaking warmly and 
energetically of the advantage and comfort 
arising from good deacons, for the purpose of 
supporting the minister's hands; congratu
lating Mr. Carpenter that be possessed such: 
the meeting was closed by singing and 
prayer. 

DANE HILL AND NEWICK. 
DEAR EnrToR,-1 send you an account of 

the Lord"s doings with us in our deaY little 
cause in Dane Hill and Newick. We have 
now been two years and six months under 
the pastorate of our dear brother Jos. War
ren, who, through much trouble andaftliction, 
has been honoured by bis Lord and Master 
in dispensing tbe Gospel to a 1·emnant so
journing in this part of !h_e vineyard. My
self with many others reJ01ce that the Lord 
ever sent him this way. When brother 
Warren first came here, Zion was laid waste, 
her inhabitants were scattered; we rejoice to 
say the Lord has made him very useful in 
h~ilding her up; in gathering together some 
of the poor nftlicted ones that were scattered; 
in establishing the church; in comforting the 
corufortless; proclaiming liberty to the cap
tive; binding up the broken m heart; and 
opening the prison doors to those that were 
bound: more, through his instrumentality, 
poor backsliders have been reclaimed, dead 
sinners have been awakened, those that were 
dead in trespasses and lying in wickedness 
have been called and brought out into 
the happy light and liuerty of the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. We have also been 
favoured to see the moving of the water four 
times in two year• and six months; for these 

mercies we desire to express om humble 
thanks to Him tlrnt hns helped us hitherto. 

A b1tptizing took pince on August 31st 
1856. The clrnpcl was crowded. Our brothe1'. 
Newton commenced the service. Ot,r beloved 
pastor, in a solemn manner, and with much 
enlargement, drew near the throne and 
mercy scat of our Great High Priest, pleaded 
much for the presence and the blessing of tho 
Lord upon us. Then was sung-

" Do we not lrnow the solemn word, 
That we nl'e buried with the Lord?" 

Our pastor took his text from Acts xvii. 
11. "These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the 
scriptmes dailv, whether tbose things were 
so." He told us he had been made to search 
the Scripture from Genesis to Revelation and 
thus he becnme a Baptist; he spoke 'very 
sweetly on believers' baptism, showing it to 
be founded on the word of God. It was an 
excellent discourse. That day will be re
membered through a long eternity. We have 
many enemies against us; but He hath said, 
in his word, "upon this rock will I build my 
churd1, and the gates of hell shall not pre
v1til against it," and the word that is gone 
out of his mouth must stand-it shall not 
fall to the ground. The Lord is doing a great 
work amongst us; we can sing-

" Rejoice! the Saviour reigns 
Among the sons of men; 

He breaks the prisoners' chains, 
And makes them free again. 

Let hell oppose God's only Son, 
In spite of foes is cause goes on." 

A LOVER OF THE THUTH AS IT IS IN JESUS. 

THAM!.;-, OXON. 
Oun covenant God bas visited the church 

at Tbame. On Sunday, September 28th, 
two believers (the former a member of the 
Independent church at Guildford, the latter 
brought to a knowledge of the truth through 
the instrumentality of brother Juggins) were 
baptized according to the plan laid down by 
onr Saviour. We went to Asket Ch1<pel to 
baptize, a distance of seven miles. In the 
morning brother Reed gave nu address from 
the words, " If thou believest with all thine 
heart thou mayest."-Acts viii. 37. Brother 
Juggins then spoke at the water to a larg·e 
audience; led the candidates in to the water and 
immersed them, according to the Scripture 
rnle. The aftemoon service commenced by 
brother Read giving out a hymn; broth~r 
Juggins then read, and prayed, and preached 
an excellent sermon, fonnded on Acts viii. 12. 
" They were baptized, both men and women," 
showing what baptism was and what it pre
figul'ed. The services of the day were 
solemn and interesting, and the Master's pre
sence realised. The next Lord's-day they 
were added to the church in accordance with 
(Acts ii. 42), and publicly received into full 
communion. Brotlier Juggins addressed 
them in a solemn and faithful manner. May 
the Lord still go on to bless the little church 
at Thame so that the little one mny become 
a thousand and the small one a great nation, 
is onr .earn~st prayer. B. C. E. 
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THE CHURCHES IN DEVON-
PORT AND PLYMOUTH. 

SEVERAL lettera from these western dis
tricts ho.ve reached us Jo.tely. There is 
but little permanence in the present condi
tion of the churches; o.nd more changes 
will transpire ere mo.ny yeo.rs have passed 
over. Trinity Chapel needs o. Boo.nerges 
-o. mo.n of masculine mind o.nd of' great 
no.turo.l strength, deep in Divine know
ledge, o.nd decided in the mo.inteno.nce of 
all the laws the }!aster ho.s laid down for 
the government of his own house. At 
Howe-street, " l\fr. Bull (says a corre
spondent) is !ego.Uy settled o.s pastor; and 
it is expected that Mr. John Foreman 
will soon ordain him. His pathway is 
comparatively o.n, easy one; and it is 
hoped his pastorate there may be a suc
cessful one. 

"A Review of the Evangelical Churche& 
in the West of England" is too long for 
this month; and although in some points 

. rather critically severe, it will afford much 
material for future articles. This month 
we can only give ( from another kind cor
respondent) the following :-

GOOD NEWS FR0:.\1 DEVONPORT. 

done great things for the salvation of his son!. 
Mr. Cousins in his younger days preached 
with the Arminians; but the Lord brotwh t 
him out. Then he went into the Geor~,e
strect connection ( Mr. Nicholson 'g ), and 0 a.s 
the Lord gradually opened up the secrets of 
his divine decrees, and his glorious cove1rnnt 
to his people, so he boldly preached it till ( as 
I have heard by many) he became a speckle,i 
bird amongst them for preaching what they 
call "high doctrines." His word was blessed 
to the poor of God's flock amongst them. He 
is a young man, getting his bread by the 
sweat of his brow. He lives in the affections 
of all God's people who h,;ar him, and we be
lieve the Lord has a very special work for 
him to do. Yours in love, 

Devon port. J. G. 

HAMPSTEAD ROAD. 
A CHURCH, according to Gospel p11nciples, 

has been formed, and meet statedly for the 
performance of the ordinauces of God's house, 
at 63, Stanhope Street, Hampstead Road, 
under the pastornl care of b'lr. R. Alldis. 
This place ( which is capable of containing 
250 persons) was opened for public worship 
on the 30th of March, and on 13th of April a 
church was formed consisting of forty-eight 
persons. We have been directed and sup
ported through six months of our career as a 
church, and have abundant reason to bless 
the Lord for all his goodness to us; we have 
increased in numbers, and we hope in grace. 
Fifteen have been added to us, four by bap
tism, three male and one female, who were 
baptized at Soho Chapel, the friends there 
kiudly lending us their pool, and eleven on 
their experience and by dismission. We held 
our second quarterly tea meeting on Tuesday, 
30th of September, when Brethren Dickerson, 
Hazelton, Ware, Pepper, Shipway, and Mote 
gave addresses from l Peter ii. 5, 9. As a 
small portion of the one church, we ask for 
the prayers and sympathies of our fellow 
travellers to Zion. It is our desire to com
mence a fund for the purpose of buildiug a 
chapel in Camden Town, and when we are 
more prepared it is our intention to make an 
appeal to the churches, aud such frieu<ls as 
may feel disposed to help. Information of 
our future prospects can be had after any of 
our week night services, ~londay or FriJay 
evening. Joa~ G..1.R.noo. 

MR. GADSBY'S LECTURES ON 
"EGYPT AND THE BIBLE." 

W. Overbury having left the Baptist cause 
in Morris-square, Devonport, they are desti
tute of a pastor, and seem to be making 
a stand for vital experimental preaching; 
and in seeking for supplies, they have 
found a young man, deeply and experimen' 
tally taught of God, and sent to preach 
the truth, and both old and young of the 
quickened family of God feel the word 
drop into their hearts with savoury power. 
We feel he has Jeremiah's commission
" To root out, and to pull down; to destroy, 
and to throw down; to build, an,l to 
plant." He is a native of Devon port; his name 
is James Cousins, about thirty-three years of 
age. He is a man of no ordiuary talent, and 
a good powerful voice. The Holy Ghost has 
led him through fiery trials, and tauo-ht him 
the mind and will of God towards " the flock 
of slaughter." We feel humbled under God's 
almighty band, in seeing his goodness passino
before ns iu thus raising up such a man ot' 
God, whose words drop as the rain, and dis
til as the dew in our hearts. The people of 
Devon port are calling upon God to incline the 
friends at the Square Chapel to give him a call AT Liverpool, Mr. Gadsby delivered the 
for a month on trial. The people flock to three Lectures ns anuounced in your last 
hear him. A poor soldier, called "Herman," impression, on the 13tl1, 14th, and 15th Oc
went into the chapel, and heard Mr. Cousins toiler, on the ·" Manners and Customs of 
preach, and the Lord brought him out of .the Eastern Nations." He being better ac
trouble into blessed liberty of the Gospel-one quainted with the life and habits of the Egvp
of the 54th Regiment. I believe he h~s a tians, confined himselt' more especially° to 
brother, a member of Mr. Milner's chmch in them. There were twentv-one (not 100) 
London. Mr. Cousins has since baptized him. persons each evening'' arniyed" in the vnri• 
He hasjoined the chmch, worshipping in the ons costumes which he exphtined one by one. 
Morris-square Chnpel. Herman is become a To llible readers it was exceediuoly inter
very delll' friend of mine, feeling the Lo1·d has estiug and instructive, made more" so by its 
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being his main object to mmwel those t:ms-
8'\):BS in Holy Writ that are obscu1·e to the 
people of Lhis country, who have not any 
prnct1cal or theor,,tical knowledge of the cns
torns _of the people in· the East, such as 
"1_ual~,1:1g bare the arm," "girding up the 
lo11_1s, · the shadow long in coining-," u forty 
~tnpes :5-aYe one," " p:.issing under the rod/ 

bones at the grave's mouth," and tnany 
others, which when explained, are very beauti. 
ful nnd striking figures. 

In addition to his having the real costumes 
before the audience, to enable him to exhibit 
to the eye the figures set forth in the Scrip
tu1·cs, he also p1·odnced many curiosities 
which he pro~ured in the East ;-amongst 
otfaers were 1~ sandals frmn the tombs,'' '' te:.u· 
bottles," " kneading troughs," " Pharaonic 
and other Egyptian bricks," with and with
out straw, believed to have been made by the 
Israelites, "a window of lattice-work," "a 
pillow made from the palm," and '· lllUmmies' 
hands and feet." 

Will. Brown, Esq., M.P., Wm. Rathbone, 
Esq., an extensive 1nerchant in this town, 
and Lawrence Heyworth, Esq., M.P., presided 
on the resp~ctive evenings; there were be
tween 800 to 1000 persons present each 
night. 

On the last evening, after the usual vote of 
thanks being gi veu to the chairman and 
lecturer, the audience joined in singiug the 
"National Anthem," wl.uch terminated in so 
appropriate a manner tile proceedings of the 
evening. 

lllr. Gadsby will most likely visit Liverpool 
at some future period, having been waited 
upon by a deputation from the " Sunday 
Scliool institute," req nesting that he would 
re-delfrer his lectures for the benefit of tile 
Sunday scholars. JosEP PL.-1.W. 

Liverpool. 

MOSES AND HIS WIFE. 

DEAn MR. EmToR,-1 have read in the 
October VESSEL, .a piece entitled "A 
Bi ulical Yiew of the Ordinance of Mar
riage," by R. Mower, of Shipton. The 
article is an excellent one. I read it with 
pleasure and profit. I believe thousands 
have, and will do, the same; but allow me 
to show " Mine opinion." Although _I am 
but "A Little One," the question I wish to 
put, i; simply this, "What authority, or 
scriplure proof, bas R. Mower, for putting 
the wife of Moses among tlie ungodly 
wom,,n ?" If I alll right he has none; 
if wrong, I am willing to be put rigl1t by 
"the law and tl,e testimony." We find 
tliat "Zippoi-ah" is the daughter of 
Jethro, the priest of Midian. Jethro, 
will.tout douut, was a good man, and he 
gave her to Moses to wife. Now as the 
" Word" neither expresses nor implies 

[No\il'ilMBEli 1, 18116, 

that she was • what y-oul: cot•t·esponchmt 
represents her, viz." nn ungodly woman," 
1 presume we have no tltngible proof thnt 
she wns tt daughter of Belit1l; hut in orcler 
to prove his point, he quotes Exod. iv. 25, 
2G, and refers to " Zipporah " calling him 
(Moses) "a bloody husband." This very 
scripture I believe puts a negative upon 
his supposition. Are we to suppose for 
one moment that the wonls were uttered 
by her, as yonr correspondent says, to 
express "reproachful and perverse rail
ings?" Verily, no! see Exodus iv. 24-26, 
already quoted. We find that by the com
mand of God, Moses is to return into 
Egypt (v. 20); that Moses took his wife 
and sons, and set them upon an ass to 
return into Egypt (v. 24); the Lord met 
him by the way, and by some dangerous 
disease, or in some fearful form, threatened 
to take, away his life, for neglecting to 
circumcise his son. "Then Zipporah 
took a sharp stone (flints and other hard 
stones formed the cutting instruments of 
the ancients), ancl with it circumcised her 
son, and cast it at his feet, saying (twice), 
"Surely a bloody husband art thou unto 
me;" or, "An husband by blood;" or, in 
other words, "Surely I have redeemed thy 
life, and, as it were, wedded thee anew to 
me, in the bloody circumcision of my son." 
Now, does not this set forth her faith in 
the circumcision, and by blood, her son's 
initiation into the covenant ; also her Jms
band's covenant relationship by blood, 
" Surely an husband by blood art thou 
unto me"? And so may the Church say 
of our all-glorious Christ, " This man is 
near of kin unlo us, even an husband by 
blood, the blood of the everlasting 
covenant." 
"Then why, my soul, sbouldst thou despafr, 

And doubt thy Savionr's constant care? 
Torn from Himself thou canst not be, 
His blood 's a peaceful sign to thee." 
I must not enlarge; my only object in 

writing was to set that right which to ma 
appeared to be contrary to truth, and to 
plac,; "Zipporah" among the honourable 
women. Yours in the Gospel, · 

Poplar, Oct. 13, 1850. R. BoWr.Es. 

" He that braas of the word of God, and is a 
stranger to the power thereof in his own soul, 
is an hvpocritical formalist. He who boasts 
of the j-,ower of the Spirit within and holds 
not the form of souud words, indited by the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, to be a ru\e of 
faith and holy life, is a deluded enthus1_ast. 
From both these extremes the care and fatth
fuluess of the great Shepherd will keep all 
who are given Him by tho Father."-BaN'!,', 
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THE DI~ATH OF MRS. COATES, 
Of Aspet Stoneham, Suffolk, 

, Mn. Eorr~n,-1 ahnll feel greatly obliged 
if you can hud room in your VESSEL for a 
brief account of the last encl of my mother 
I believe that many of the readers of th~ 
VESSEL will feel obliged also, and grateful to 
you for so doing. Yours faithfully, 

JoHN COATES. 
CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-My mother departed 

t~is life on Friday, the 12th September, ngetl 
eighty years, and was buried on Wednesday, 
the 17th. I was very much surprised to meet 
so many kind friends and neighbours to wit
ness the last encl of her who had lived to 
prove that Jesus 

" Hath done all things well." 
And I feel a wnnt to express my sincere 
thanks and gratitud~ to all those who both in 
her lifetim,; and at her death and funeral 
manifested so much kind assistance ancl re
spect. All was judiciously managed, and, we 
may safely add, done decently and in order. 

-A brother minister, Mr. Merret, spoke over 
the corpse, and threw out a few faithful and 
welcome hints respecting the last state of her 
soul. From a conversation he hitd with her 
a short time previous to her death, he found 
that the e't'erlasting, immutable, and un
changing love, mercy, and grace of a cove
nant God was the foundation of her soul's 
hope, and that she had much of a feelin o

sen~e of these things in her soul's experienc~ 
durmg her last days. Yea, so blessedly did 
the Lord reveal Himself to her that she could 
hardly bear up under it, and would often fall 
tlow~ at his feet, ascribing all her conquests 
~o his_ all-glorious Name, praising and bless
mg Him for what He had clone, telling Him 
that He had put a way all her sins and then 
singing her favourite hymn- ' 

"Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 

Till all the rnnsom'tl church of God 
Be saved to sin no more." 

Aud as her son I can faithfully testify to the 
trnth of these things, for I paid her a visit 
aLout two years ago, when she told me the 
real state of her soul. I shall never foro·et 
the two hours l spent with he,·. She asked 
me )n a faithful inquiry,-" John, how do you 
get on r" I said, "ilother, I have very little 
else le~ save one riddle and one wonder and 
that the riddle was the same as Sam~on's. 
That one of those things which appeared to 
threaten my destruction proved to be but a 
carcase full of honey, and things for my good; 
and my wonder was, that God should commu
nicate with 1ne ns one whose sins were pnr
tloned, and whose iniquities were covered.'' 
At this she exclaimed, "They aro mme as 
well ns yours. Ten thousand praises to his 
name.'' I spoke to her about God's covenant 
with Abmlmm, that I found Goel had kept to 
his wor<l nnd oath. "Yes," ~n.id she, "I hnve 
proved thnt for more than forty years." 1 
felt that nll wns right with her soul for life, 
and in death. To other friends she often spoke 
of the Lord's nuwvellous dealings with her in 
providence from quarters sho least expected. 
l:ihe loved to watcil liis kind provlclences, and 

mark his wonder-working hand. Of these 
things she gave testimony to many persons. 
I heard many of the friends sealing this her 
testimony, and that she would, and was al
ways, willing to deal out her soul to the really 
hungry soul, and strengthen the hands that 
hang down. But that she would alwavs send 
the rich empty away; and that she had al
ways been a good neighbour - ready to 
aid and assist, and give good advice to 
all. And as her son, I can testify of 
her faithfulness as a mother. She was 
always kind antl sympathetic. All her rods, 
chidings, and rebukes were bathed in love. 
She gave us good advice, and though dead 
she yet speaketh. She was the mother of 
much prayer for her children that they 
might do and go aright, and above all be 
plucker! as brnnds from the burning; nor has 
her prayer fallen to the ground, for the 
youngest son of a thousand prayers has, pre
vious to her death, testified of saving grace 
in his soul. I wrote to her a little time ago 
to satisfy her anxious mind upon this point 
of the genuineness of the change in his soul. 
Her reply was that she was satisfied, and that 
the letter had done her good in every way. 

After the funeral and tea was over I felt a 
little alone in my mu!, and felt my loss very 
keenly in my spirit, and some sharp remorse 
for not writing to her more often than I did; 
but what was lacking in me my brother 
made up for her-I thank him for it. She 
has had to pass through qeep waters both in 
providence and grace; but her saying w,ls, not 
one thing has ever failed of all that God has 
promised; and as this is the twie which his 
saints pitched in the wilderness of old, she 
can now join them above, and, without n. e.igh 
or a tear, parade the golden streets and ch,1.nt 
the sacred song of loud hallelujahs to the 
Lamb that sitteth upon the throne: and, as 
her name was .l\fary, we may conclude by 
saying-

" Let Mary sing and tell of grace, 
That found her soul a hiding place 

Beneath her Lord the Lmu\J." 

Brixton. 
Yours very faithfully, 

JoHN COATES. 

" There are some churches, so called, who, 
for want of charity, monopolize a pure church 
state to themselves, as if Christ hacl no true 
gospel church in this day beside themselves; 
whose preachers and rulers are of so impetuous 
a spirit, as drives them to the very precipice 
of anathenrntizing all but themselves; as if the 
doctrine of Goel' s grnce, and the form of a 
trnc gospel-church state, were to bo found 
nowhere but among them. These are like 
violent storms and showers, which will not 
hold long; and, indeed, it is a pity they 
should. All I shall so.y further of such is, 
the Lord rebuke their furious and Bedh1m
like spirit i nnd give them to see, nud iu time 
to bo convinced, how far wide they are fro1n 
whnt they foucy they attniued to, namely, a 
Chl'ist-lilrn spirit, an<l a trne coufonnity to 
the pattem of God's house; a thing so much 
boasted of an,! gloried in, and tilat without 
c11use,"-Barry. 
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REYIE,YS. 

The F,·iend of " Little Faith." We have be
fore expressed our intention carefully to re
view . the n~w edition of the late William 
Huntmgton s_ works1 so recently issued by 
Mr. Colbngndge, ot the City Press ; but la
bours ?f tlus kind cannot be done by us 
so ha_st1ly as by some ; as a great portion of 
our time and our strength too goes into the 
more pu bhc labours of the vineyard; never
theless, we are fully persuaded that very es, 
sential service will be rendered to thousands 
of _sincere souls ~y furnishing analytical 
reviews of t~e e_nt1re works of Mr. Hunting
ton ; and this pwce of labour, among many 
others, '?e hope to be able to accomplish. 

We wish here to call attention to a three
penny pamphlet just published bv William 
Pamplin, of :Frith-street Soho entitled "The 
Cry of Little Faith heard and' answered, aud 
his Innocent Cause undertaken and pleaded. 
In a Letter by the late William Huntinaton." 

With a good conscience, and with ~uch 
confidence, we not only recommend, but we 
would entreat all such persons as are sorely 
and severely !rou~led as regards the gennine 
nature ot their fa.1th to read this work· with 
the Lord's blessin/; it must be a help unto 
them. The followmg" Prefatory Notes" will 
furnish our readers with the circumstances 
which led Mr. Huntington to pen and to pub
lish this most comfortable and powerful 
essay on the true character and conflicts of a 
~ving faith. Of the " Cry of Little Faith" 
1tselt, we shall have more to say another time. 

The editor says:-" In the twelfth volume 
of the works of the late Rev. W. Huntington, 
there is some account of a person named But
ler, a very remarkable character, with whom 
he became acquainted during his residence at 
Ditton. 

"ll!r. Huntington says,' This man was the 
most puzzling character in his profession that 
ever staggered or confounded rue. His gifts 
and knowledge of the Scripture were such as 
I had never seen before. He would run over 
the Scriptures by the hour when I have not 
had a word of truth in my Ii ps. Before this 
~an I appeared for many years a poor de
Jected drone, or a mere idiot, burdened with a 
daily cross, and the hourly buffetings of 
Satan, while this wonderful man appeared as 
if he was in the third heaven. He was very 
conscientious and esteemed for honesty where
ever he worked. He stood thus in a flaming 
profession near,orquite,tenyears. I saw him 
on a sick bed, near unto death, and bis joys 
were still the same.' 

"Soon after Mr. Huntington left Ditton for 
London, Mr. Butler began to circulate some 
heresy about the Trinity, but after continu
ing at this work for a time, he fell into black 
despair, withont God, and without hope in the 
worhl. 

" Mr. Huntington observes, ' The things in 
which this man's fall estaulished me are 
these:-

"' That those who run unsent of God may 
convert men unto themselves, hut not unto 
God. 

"' That whatever speculative knowledge 

a man may have, if he have not un experi
ence of the power of God 011 the heart his 
gifts will only puff him up with pride, until ho 
fall into the condemnation of the Devil. 

" • That a seducer of the S:iints is the 
blackest character in this world, and the 
deepest sufferer in the next. 

"' That to stumble and take offence at an 
essential trnth is a certain prelude to a fear
ful fall. 

"' That there is no such way to heaven, as 
some have cast up, which is termed a being 
~rnwn by love, and having the heart opened 
hke the heart of Lydia.' • 

"This Mr. Butler would say when he heard 
M~ .. Huntington enforce a sense of sin, and a 
spmt wonuded underit, ' He is got upon his 
own dunghill again, he thinks to bring them 
all his own way, but he never will.' 'How
ever,' ll!r. Huntington remarks,' l know that 
my way is the path of the just, and they that 
die out of it will be damned, die when they 
may, for none but the sick need the physi
cian, none are called to repentance but sinners, 
none are sons but those that are chastened, 
and those that never were lost were never 
saved. 

"'Mr.Butler had no daily cross upon his 
back, nor the least appearance of an bumble 
mind, a broken heart, or of that godly sorrow 
that worketb repentance. He had not the 
least appearance of that repentance that 
needeth not to be repented of, without which 
there is no Christ in the heart, no salvation 
applied, and without which, the higher the 
hypocrite flies the deeper be falls.' 

"A Mr. Vessey, who first heard Mr. Hunt
ington at Sunbury and afterwards at Ditton 
and Richmond, became acquainted with this 
Mr. Butler, and imbibed his heresy. Mr. Ves
sey afterwards became a preacher and reports 
soon spread of bis wonderful gifts, know ledge, 
zeal, boldness, and success in making con
verts, and of his preaching in-doors and ont
of-doors. At this time hia heretical tenets 
were not openly maintained. It appearing, 
however, that Mr. Vessey rreached up that 
notMng was faith but ful assumnce, Mr. 
Huntington wrote the ' C,·y of Little Faith,' 
the present reprint. The destructive heresy of 
Mr. Vessey was some time after this made puh
!ic. Mr. Huntington sa.vsof Mr. Vessey, 'lfhe 
made a joyful and triumphant end (as some 
said), he died as he lived. I never once saw 
him in any othct· frame. I knew him up
wards of ten years, but the real ballast of a 
vessel of mercy, which is the forgiveness 
of sins, access to God, union with Christ, a 

• "Luther in a letter to Melancthon says, 
'Ask these prophets whether they have folt 
those spiritual torments, that death and hell 
which accompany a real regeneration. Aud 
if they speak to you only of agreeable things, 
of tranquil impressions, of devotion and piety, 
as they say, do not believe them, altho' they 
should pretend to have been truusported to 
the third heaven. Before Christ could attain 
his glory, He was compellccl to sulfor death; 
and in like manner, the i.,eliever must go 
through the bitterness of sin before he can 
obt.aiu peace.' ". 
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b1·oken heart, 11, rlally cross, never appeared in 
him, nor the least sign of them. Without 
this ballast/ popuhtr applause and pride are 
sure to fil the sails aud make shipwreck 
of the highest profession, either in this world 
or in the next.' " 

"Hart's Hymns," and " The New Testament 
of our Lard and Saviour Jesus Christ." We 
have often wished ,ve could have an edition 
of Hart's Hymns, and a copy of the Scrip
tures, small enough to carry in the pocket. 
Christian men, thrown about in the business 
and bustle of this life (if they had these 
volumes in their pocket) might often-in 
their leisure moments-open upon something 
that would serve as a spiritual stimulant to 
their weary and oppressed minds. 

The Irish boys at the Bonmahon Schools 
have printed, and ofr. Collingridge is publish
ing, Hart's Hymr,s, and the New Testament, 
in neat editions small enough to put in the 
waistcoat ,Pocket. \Ve scarcely ever open 
upon Harts Hymns, but something meets us 
either of a spirit-calming, a heart-searching, 
or a prayer-exciting nature. As, for instance, 
when these volumes were laid before us we 
opened on the following simple, but most ex
cellenti Gospel lines:-
" Whoe'er believes aright 

In Christ's atoning blood, 
Of all his guilt 's acquitted quite, 

And may draw near to God. 
But sin will still remain, 

Corruptions rise up thick, 
And Satan says, 'the med'cine 's vain!' 

Because we yet are sick. 
But all this will not do, 

Our hope's in Jesus cast, 
· Let all be liars-Him be tru<>, 

We shall be well at last." 
We trust these· little ].)Ook s will be cir

culated and read to profit by tens of thou
sands. They are safe companions, and faith
ful guides, for heaven-bound tral'ellers. 

John Warburton's" Wo,·d of Exhortation." 
-A sermiln was preached at Biggleswade, on 
the 15th of last June, by John Warburton, 
Jun., whifh is now in print, and can be had 
at John Gadsby's office, in Bouverie-street. 
The preface says: " This sermon raised a tu
mult in the camp." The preacher was ad
vised to publish it; he has done so, and a copy 
is before us. The text is exceedingly appro
priate to the present condition of most ol our 
churches: "Be watchful, and strengthen the 
tltin_qs which remain." The mltin drift of the 
discourse is, first, to set forth the true cha
racter nnd spiritual work of a living, God-sent 
ministry; and secondly, to enter a protest 
agninst whnt the preacher terms a dead-Jette,· 
ministry. We candidly confess we fear there 
has been gre>1t occasion given, by some min
isters, for such warnings as this :-and al
though the subject in this discourse mny be 
a little overwrought in some parts, still we 
believe it would be a real blessing to Zion if 
our ministers generally an&wered more than 
they do to the description _given in this ser
mon of" the 1niuistcrs of Jesus Christ." The 

subject Is a larg~ and a serious one. Our 
ministers and our churches are divided : they 
are •.wfully dwindling and declining ( with 
few exceptions), but we do not think sermons 
of this character will remedy the evil. For 
one minister to get into a pulpit and rail 
against other ministers, is not good; but in 
the present unhappy state of things it is diffi
cult to know how to keep clear from coun
tenancing evil, and at the same time to avoid 
smiting or afflicting the children of Zion. To 
warn the churches against dead, deluded, and 
presumptuous preachers, is certainly one part 
of a faithful watchman's work; but when 
this is done in the flesh, and not in the spirit 
-when it is done under the influence of mere 
party feeling-it too frequently engenders 
strife, aud increases, inste>id of lessening the 
evil. Mr. Warburton's sermon is by no means 
wanting in weight and value. It is a discourse 
that may be more useful in print than it was 
when preached at BiggleswaJe; bat there are 
so many difficulties, so many branches, so 
many evils, connected with the subject Mr. 
Warburton has taken up, that we must more 
fully consider it as soon as time and a gracious 
Providence will permit. We are thankful the 
sermon has reached us for review ;-it will 
open a channel for noticing a. variety of 
phases now deyeloped in the professing 
churches of our land. 

"An Exposition of all the Books of tli.e Old 
and New Testaments," &c., &c. By llfotthew 
Henry. Published by Partddge and Co. 
There is at the preseut time a mighty effort 
putting forth to circulate commentaries, expo
sitions, and illustrated editions of the Bible, 
of every size, and of almost every sort. To 
recommend, and to aid in the circuhuion of, 
any of these commentaries, is, therefore, a 
work to be done with the greatest care, and 
-only under the influence of a watchful, pray
erful, intelligent, and well-balanced spirit. 
With a mind, in some measure, thus prepared, 
we hope we have gone closely to iuve~tigatP. 
and to examine the true character of the 
commentary now before us. As practical 
printers, we hesitate not to call this a be,mti
fully-executed work-it forms three h,md
some quarto volnmes, and is illustrated by 
740 wood engravings, besides maps, and en
gni.ved titles; as theologians, we purpose to 
let the work speak for itself, and to present 
our readers with faithful extracts from those 
portions of this exposition, which will do 
more to convinctd our readers of the pure, the 
truthful, nnd the comprehensive character of 
tho work, than all that we can possibly do by 
criticism or comment. 

Passing for the present, " The Life of ~fat
thuw Henry" (in which there are striking 
features of true discipleship), le:iviug also 
unnoticed he1·e u tht3 preface,'' which i;:; a 
vnluable record, illustrntive of the diviuit_y 
and heavenly autheutictty of the Billie, we 
h:we pitched upon two portious, i'n order to 
nrnke a ti:Lir beginning. 1' Let us make man in 
om· own image,'' is the fin,t: the otreriugs 
brought by Cain ,uul Abel, is the sccon,l : 
and we 1nust confess we were plca.sed, even 
to much edification, to tin,! llfattl.ww Hem-y 
so distinct, so dilicl'imiuati.ng, aud so decided, 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL, lNovEMBim 1, 1850. 

on matters of snch immeme importance in 
the cco11om~· of redemption, and in "the 
faith once delivered unto the mints." 

"But·• (011,· renders will abrnptly reply) 
'' llfatthew Henry wns not n Baptist!" Mat
thew Hcnr~· wns not tlmt cruel opponent to 
the l3aptists that many men called "sound 
-men" have been, and still are. Let us give 
his own words on the making of man. After 
some interesting and very telling reflections 
on this most stupendous and marvellous part 
of Jehonih's creation-work, llfatthew says
" It should seem as if this were the work (the 
making mm,) which he longed to be at, as if 
he had said," lhving, at last, settled the pre
liminaries, l,t US now apply OURSELVES unto 
the business -LET US MAKE MAN.' lllan 
was to be a crenture different from all that 
had hitherto been made. :Flesh and spirit, 
heaven and earth, must be put together in 
him; and he must he allied to both worlds. 
Therefore God no.t only undertakes to make, 
but. is pleased so to express Himself, as if He 
called a council to consider of the making of 
him, - ' Let us make man.' The Three 
Persons of the Trinity, FATHER, SoN, and 
HoLY GHOST, consult about it, and concur in 
it, because n1an, when he was made, was to be 
dedicated and devoted to FATHER, SoN, and 
HOLY GHOST. Into that great name we are, 
with good reason, baptized, for to that great 
name we owe our being. Let THBI rule man, 
who said,' Let us make man.'" When we find 
ourselves in company "·ith a good out-spoken 
Trinitarian, we feel safe; and if our readers 
distinctly notice Matthew Henry's phrase
" Into that great name we are baptized," they 
will see that we have the first-fruits of a good 
harvest-field, into which we hope to be in
strumental in leading them, and where we 
hope our good Boaz has ordained that "some 
handfuls of purpose shall be dropped," ex
pressly for him that writes, and for those who 
read, THE EARTHEN VESSEL. But here, for 
the present, we must lay down our pen, with 
the sweet anticipation, that in Matthew 
Henry's copious notes upon our Heavenly 
Father's revealed Word, we shall find a large 
amount of biblical, experimental, and evange
lical food for such as hunger and thirst for 
wholesome doctrine and for living bread. 

"The Baptist Almanack for 1857," &c. 
&c. London : Partridge and Co. The year 
now fast coming to an end, has been remark
able for one thing among many others, i. e; 
the removal by death of a large number o, 
pastors of Baptist churches. This an~ual 
register gives brief memoirs of between thirty 
and forty good men who have been called 
home to their eternal rest: among them, we 
notice the names of Stenson, Horseley, Skel
ton, Lanaham, Raynsford, and other brethren 
who ba~e laboured with us in the fields 
below-but the places that knew them on 
earth shall know tllem no more for ever. As 
a faithful remcmhrancer of those who once 
were rnourners and ministers here below, the 
Baptist Almanack possesses a peculiar inter
est to the whole of the denomination; and 
caµnot fail to be an indispensable corn pan ion 
and book of reference to all the Baptist 
Churches in Europe, from the fact of its con-

taining a correct directory for London and 
its suburbs, " showing ihc pastor's name, his 
private address, the exact situation of his 
chapel, the times of service," &c., &c. Tho 
editor, in the opening address, says-" A 
great number of testimonials have been rc
cei,·cd from ministers and gentlemen, express
ive of the grerit service rnndered by this yearly 
hand-book, en:ibling them with ease to find 
an_y_favourite minister or sancturu:y; which 
pnv1lege, they, very probably, might lrnve 
been denied, but for this publication.'' Here 
is a large variety of useful information com
piled expressly for this work, and given to 
the churches for twopence. The fourpenny 
edition being interleaved with ruled paper, 
will serve the purposes of diary, note book, 
almanack, and directory, and certainly 
should be found in the pocket, and on the 
table, of every minister and member of our 
British Baptist Churches. 

",The Only Refuge of a Troubled Soul in 
Times of Affiiction; or, the J,Jy,te,·y of the 
Apple Tree.'' - Two Sermons. By James 
Barry. London: E. Palmer and Son. 

There is no class of persons under the wide 
canopy of heaven that we more acutely 
sympathise with than those who are afflicted 
and troubled in their souls, mourning over 
sin, longing to be delivered, pardoned,justified, 
accepted, and preserved; and our conviction 
is that there is not another class of persons 
so despised, so forgotten, and so carelessly 
treated by the multitude of preachers and 
professors, as the silent, the sad, the sorrowful, 
the sin-smitten, and truth-seeking seed of 
Israel. For them-more than for any others 
in all this world-was this EARTHEN VESSEL 
first commenced, and for them the Editor 
would still desire to labour, although his 
spirit has been long under a load, and the 
powers of his mind greatly turned from its 
choicest aims by difficulties, reproaches, and 
the cold and callous carriage of many who 
have used him and his work to serve their 
own ends. " The Judge is at the door," and 
until He come~, we cannot perfectly decide 
upon any man's motive or manner of action; 
but how exceedingly precious in the mean
time are such pieces of divinity as James 
Barry has here given to us. This shilling 
work is a sterling unfolding of the person of 
Christ-of the need troubled souls have of 
his person and work, and of the sacred 
blessedness of that poor shipwrecked sinner 
who, being led at last to banquet with Christ, 
exclaims, in the full joy of his soul, "As tl\e 
apple-tree among the trees of the wood, so 1s 
my beloved among the sons. I sat down 
under his shadow with great delight, and his 
fruit was sweet to my taste.'' James Barry
the preacher of these sermons-the favourite 
cousin of "the Coalheaver "-and, withal, a 
devout, godly minister of some ages past
has entered largely, lovingly, and delightfnUy 
into this comprehensive portion of the divrne 
word-a word that is richly expressive of, the 
travail of a Ii vin g soul, and of the glor!ous 
fulness and immeasurable grace of a prec10us 
Christ. In next mpnth's "Cheering Words" 
we hope to give a few choice pieces from these 
sermons, 



THE OLD WAY-SIDE "INN," 
A N D T H E " B A N Q U E T T IN G H O U S E." 

Wycombe, Nov. 16, 1856. 
Mn. E01Ton,-The inclosed piece is from 

an old monthly, signed J. G. I think it is worth 
a place in the V ESSEL1 if you can find room. 
Most of your readers are quite satisfied that 
salvation, from first to la.st, is alone of the 
Lord, and have not much time or inclination 
to read anything bordering on free-will. Only 
let a poor sinner he put into the stripping 
room, and he will never after quarrel with the 
Lord, for not giving all what some call a 
chance of salvation-finding enough to do to 
inquire why the Lord had mercy on him, and 
made him to differ Yours-R. COLLINS. 

"Not of works, le.st any man should boast." 
EPH. ii. 9. 

PERHAPS the Christian pilgrim, on the 
road to Zion, will permit a fellow-traveller 
to remind him that there are certain apart
ments, and ready-furnished apartments 
too, into which all the King's children are 
assuredly brought; in one of which; upon 
entering, he will perceive ten looking
glasses, each glass being exceeding broatl ; 
the whole inclosed in a plain stone frame, 
and surmounted by a cross. I was struck, 
upon entering, to find that the whole of 
the fumiture of the room, even the carpet 
on which I stood, and the curtains on 
either side the looking-glasses, were of 
crimson. There appeared around and 
about me what I conceived to be a super
fluity of the crimson cloth. At this in
stant a tall and venerable personage, whose 
face was full of benignity, approached me 
and said, "Young man, you are a stranger 
in this room ; permit me to conduct you 
through, and explain some of the valuables 
it contains." I nodded assent, and pre
pared to follow. " First," so.id he, " look 
attentively in the glasses before you." I did 
so, but instantly turned away in disgust, 
fearing, by the appearance before me, that 
Satan himself had certainly appeared. 
Perceiving my agitation, my guide turned 
to me, and said," Still continue to examine 
the glasses, and you will observe stranger 
things than these." So saying, he touched 
me gently on the left side. I then per
ceived things pass in review ·before me, at 
once so monstrous and strange, that I 
tremble while relating them. I observed 
a den of the most rnvenons and ferocious 
beasts that can be conceived, tearing and 
worrying each other. Carcases, and blood, 
and bones, brutal and human, were strewen 
around in profusion. I s11w a c11ge of 

VoL. XII.-No. 142. 

birds (unclean); the eagle and the kite, the 
vulture and the cormorant, had each their 
places assigned them on the ground. I 
observetl the lamb worried and bleeding; 
the dove tom from its mate, and the pigeon 
from its nest, lay fluttering an,l bleed
ing in death ; while above the raven 
croalrnd, and the owl uttered its ominous 
screech. I turned to my guide to know 
the meaning, when, without satisfying me, 
he desired me to look again. But by this 
time I began to feel dizzy and faint, and 
found, to my surprise, that I had not (nay 
never had) that strength which I once 
fancied I possessed. My clothing, too, of 
which I was very proud, but which after
experience proved was not of the best sort, 
began to loosen on my shoulders, and, in 
spite of all my endeavours, eventually fell 
at my feet. Dismayed at beholding my 
naked and destitute condition, I turned 
to my guide, but he had left. I looked 
this way and that, but there was none to 
help. In the agony of my mind, I cast 
my eyes upwards ; they rested on the 
cross, when, to my delight and astonish
ment, I found myself suddenly clothed
not with the old and threadbare garments 
I had lost, but with II royal, princely robe, 
flowing from head to foot. I heard, too, 
the most delightful music that can be con
ceived, and, although the distance was so 
great, I could not catch the words, it was 
as though ten thousand harps had at once 
struck up to commemorate some happy 
eyent (Luke xv. 6, 7). 

At this instant my guide returned, and 
said, "You are doubtless aware of the use 
and. value of the crimson cloth ; though 
none to spare, those in the King's secrets 
positively affirm there ·.is yet sufficient to 
answer all the purposes for which it was 
originally intended." So saying, he pre
sented me with a ring, with this motto
" I have Joyecl thee with an everlasting 
love ; t.herefore, with lovingkindness have 
I drawn thee." Also with a telescope, and 
an ear trumpet, bidding me strictly observe 
the directions they contained. Upon ex
amining them, I found engrtwed in small 
but legible characters, "To be used at sun
rise." I hastily turned to inquire their 
effect. "By using them at the appointed 
time," said 1le, "yon will perceive Him 
who, though invisible, is yet the chief 
among ten thousand ; you will hear, too, 

N 
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tbnt delightful Rssurance, in accents sweeter 
than the nightingnle's voice, 'Thou art all 
fair, my Jove, there is no spot in thee ; 
though black as the tents of Kedar, yet 
comely as the curtains of Solomon."' Just 
at this instant, another of the King's chil
dren entered the apartment, when my 
guide, having first taken a small caskl't of 
jewels from the foot of the cross, and pre
senting me with them, said, " Here are 
jewels of all sizes, descriptions, and co
lours, suited to the state in which you 
may be placed. NeYer part with them ; 
you will meet with others, who, not know
ing their value, despise them, and would 
persuade you to do the same. Be of good 
cheer: persevere to the end." So saying, 
he took my hand, and affectionately bade 
me " Farewell." By this time I bad be
come so much attached to my guide, that 
at parting I involuntarily dropped a tear. 
As soon as I was sufficiently recovered, I 
opened my casket to examine its contents. 
Upon the first jewel I found engraved, 
" As iron sharpeneth iron, so doth the coun
tenance of a man his friend." Upon an
other, "And a man shall be as an hiding
place from the wind, and a covert from the 
tempest, as rivers of waters in a dry place, 
as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land." Upon a third, " A friend that 
loveth at all times, and a brother that is 
born for adversity." And upon a fourth, 
" Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and 
as thy days thy strength shall be." An as
surance that suited me well, for I should 
have told thee, reader, that the shoes I 
left in the stripping room, and which I 
had worn from my youth upwards, were 
made by one Arminius, an old cobbler, re
siding at the end of Merit Lane, and oppo
site to an inn known as the Good Intent 
/ whether the landlord was a relation of 
one of your correspondents, who signs him
self "A Blast," those who have been to 
this inn will be able to judge). But, how
ever, many of the King's own children put 
up here at the first; but the old gentleman, 
besides being a bungler and a very great 
cheat, often putting old leather for new, 
was very high in his charges, and if any 
poor debtor could not meet bis engage
ments, he was very insolent, and instantly 
put him into court; nay, although some to 
my knowledge offered him part, he invari
ably refused to take one iota less than his 
whole demand,-" Pay me what thou 
owest," was his constant cry ; "Do or die," 
his motto. But I neither liked the fare, 
the landlord, nor the accommodation ; for, 

upon asking for a cordial I found, to my 
sul'prise, he had nothing in tbe house but 
what was mixed. The host binrnelf, too, 
bad so suspicious nu appearance, that I 
verily believe, if it were possible, he would 
rob Jesus Christ himself; and as to the 
accommodation, upon retiring to rest at, 
night, I found there was not a single bed
stead long enough to stretch myself upon. 
But leaving the old man, bis merchandize, 
and his insolence, I would remind the 
reader that I found my telescope a ve1·y 
useful companion; for, ascending, as I was 
wont to do, a hill called Prospect Hill, I 
gained by the use of it, not only a de
lightful view of the goodly land, but fre
quently caught a glimpse of the King in his 
beauty. I perceived also a beautiful expanse 
of ocean, with banks on either side, so high, 
and constructed in so peculiar a manner, 
that such a thing as a vessel was never 
known to be driven against them, either by 
stress of weather or any other cause, and 
to sustain even the least injury. By ex
amining some ancient records, by some
called the Magna Charla of salvation, I 
find they have been built from time im
memorial, and that the architect bath 
gained, ana continues to gain, immortal 
honours by their construction. In the dis
tance, also, was an excellent harbour, into 
which all the King's ships eventually come, 
at the entrance to which I perceived a flag 
flying, with this motto,-" Wherein shall 
go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant 
ships pass thereby." I observed, too, that 
some of the ship's crew were exceedingly 
merry, and by the aid of my trumpet I 
caught part of a song: perhaps, dear· 
reader, thou canst sing it with them-

No galley-ship laden with oars, 
To pass by the strength of free-will: 

For thev who to Sinai adhere, 
Its precepts are bound to fulfil. 

But we to the city of God 
From Sinai are bound to retire, 

And find in the Lamb and his blood, 
All things which the law can require. 

I observed, also, that most of the vessels 
were beaten and battered, some with sails 
rent, masts broken, sides bulged in; yet all 
bad this peculiarity-not one bad lost its 
anchor: "For we have an anchor sure and 
stedfast, and which enteretb within t~e 
veil;" ancl not a few entered the port m 
the very act of firing the signal guns of 
distress. " And the publican standing afar 
off, would not lift up so much as h!s 
eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his 
breast, saying, God be merciful to m~ a 
sinner" (Luke xviii. 13). The sun having 
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set, I descended from the moun~ of obser
vation into the plain below. Having sought 
for some time, I at length entered an inn, 
and found from the sign Rwinging before 
the door, it was called the " Good Shep
herd." There appeared to be some persons , 
in the parlour, and pausing an instant, I 
found they were enjoying themselves with 
a hymn-the last part ran thus:-

MAZZAROTI-I ; 
OR, THE 

TWELVE SIGNS IN THE BIBLICAL 

HEAVENS. 
(Contimted from page 252.) 

NEARLY twelve month~ have rolled away 
since first these little papers were com-
menced. Not much progress has been 
made; the work is much greater than I 
anticipated when I began. The Bible, of 

No merit we claim of our own 
But shame and confusion of face; 

And low in the dust at his throne 
· Receive the salvation of grace. 

"Ah!" thought I, "this is different from 
the Good Intent : there was no melody 
there." I was reminded of these words,. 
" As in water face answereth to face, so the 
heart of man to man : " and, without fur
ther caution I entered. Over the fire-place 
in gold letters, and in a plain gold frame, 
hung the following invitation to the guests: 
"Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money ; 
·come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and with
out price," - an invitation that suited 
me, for I just recollected that I had left 
my last coin at the Good Intent, and that 
they bad given me no change ; and, in
deed, I soon found that all present were as 
poor as myself. " Cotne, sir," said an el
derly gentleman, " allow me to hand you 
some good old wine, direct from the King's 
stores." So saying be banded me a glass. 
Having wished them happiness in his Ma
jesty's name, and drank, be continued : 
"You perceive, sir, that in the highest 
sense of the word, we, as well as others, 
can rejoice and be men-y : we can partake 
of the juice of the grape; we can celebrate 
the charming mysteries of love, in sweet 
immortal strains ; and we can call upon 
those around, for not one only, but for 
many delightful sentiments ; and now, sir, 
we shall be most happy to bear one from 
you." I felt rather confused, but remem
bering the words of my guide, I had re
course to my casket, and read as follows : 
"He brought me to the banqueting house, 
and his banner over me was love " ( Song 
ii. 4). 

all the books in the world, is the most 
amazingly deep ; full of mystery, im
mensely rich in heavenly matter; and so 
abounding in revelations of grace, mercy, 
truth, and glory, that here we might study 
for ever, and yet for ever find fresh springs 
of godly wisdom to refresh and to edify, to 
instruct and to transform, to enlarge and to 
exalt our immortal, our thrice happy minds. 
Hallelujah ! to God, and to the Lamb ! 
the Bible lives. It is our " Kirjathsepher" 
(Joshuaxv.16), "the city oftbe book," or 
"the city of heavenly letters:" where 
God has laid ( in folds of immeasurable 
fulness) his counsels and decrees, his pur
poses and plans-his tbongbts, his pro
mises, and his just commands. The Bible, 
what is it? Let Christ himself declare. 
Speaking to the church, of this instru
ment of life-u.nion, he says,-" Thy neck 
is like the tower of David builded for an ar
moury, whereon there bang a thousand 
bucklers,. all shields of mighty men." Ca
leb-in ancient times-sent out a procla
mation,-" He that smiteth Kirjathsepher, 
and TAKETH IT, to him will I give Achsah 
my daughter to wife." An old minister 
once said,~" If I can grasp, and get open 
the text in my closet, I am not afraid of the 
pulpit." So be that smitetb this book by 
bot and heavy prayers ; be that taketh 
fast bold of the mind of Goel, as written 
in this book, by meditation, and a divine 
anointing, bas no cause to fear of good 
success. Paul's great ordination text to 
Timothy should surely be written in large 
letters on the walls of our private sanc
torums,-" STUDY to show thyself app,·oved 
u11tu Gon, A WORKMAN that neecleth ,wt to 
be ashamed, RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE ,voRD 

OF TRUTH." Ministers and makers of 
sermons, now-a-days, commence by taking 
texts which have never taken them; and 

Wuo cAN BELIEVE?-11'.len talk bravely of 
believing, that know nothing of an exerci~ed 
faith. Believin" is the most wonderful thmg 
in the world; p;;t anything of thine own to 
it and it is worthless. All the powers of 
n~tnre cannot rise so high as to believe there 
is 'any willingness in Christ to save a sinner. 
The natural man can ns soon create a world 
as believe in Christ to the saving of his soul. 
The mnn believes by faith when quickened 
into life, but no man dead in sin oan. be a be
liever .-A mba.ssador. 

· the consequence is, they bop off as soon as 
they have read the Scripture ; and flying 
into some aerial regions,:you see them no 
more until they close th11 senice by pro
nouncing the benediction, forgetting that 
the great fo1·emau of the works said 
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" PREACH THE ,v oRD ; " for " we preach 
not ourselves ; bnt CHRIST J Esus THE 
Lonn:" therefore," Let the ,v ord of Christ 
d11'tll IN YOU ,·ichl,11, in all wisdom," &c., &c. 
With such " the Word of the Lord has free 
course, and runs, and is glorified." 

My most precious treasure on earth is 
God's holy Word; and in connecting this 
paper with the last, in endeavouring to 
follow up the thoughts with which I closed 
last month, I would here briefly set down 
a faw things which were thrown into my 
spirit on Lord's day, November 16th, 1856. 
There is not a man on the earth, I think, 
who can be more sharply tried in the mi
nistry than I, of late, have been. Verily, 
in the pulpit, I have thought God had for
saken me indeed. Frequently "ith me 
there has been neither power to pray, nor 
pleasure in preaching. Nor could I see 
that the Lord was working by my word at 
all. Self -pity, darkness, hardness, and 
freezing coldness, have been so with me, 
that I could weep tears of blood ; and, by 
reason of adverse circumstances and 
floods of sorrows from scenes around me, 
even my oldest friends have seemed to 
be frightened, wondering where the scene 
would end-I have many times tried to 
cry, as out of the belly of hell ; and yet 
no spiritual deliverance came. On the 
morning to which I have refen·ed, I can 
solemnly say, I arose with feelings of 
dismay, fearing that the pulpit would be 
to me a prison. But, blessed be God! 
His precious word is not dumb-it speaks 
to me still : and, as I abruptly finished last 
month, by declaring that "the Levites are 
joined to the Lord," as I begin this month, 
by declaring that the Scriptures are instru
mentally the church's " NECK," by which 
the body of Christ becomes united unto 
" THE HEAD," so, I am prepared to show 
how, through the Scriptures, life, strength, 
and nourishment divine, flow down from 
" THE HEAD " to all the members of the 
mystic frame, who do, in holy oneness, live 
with CHRrsr their gracious Lord. 

After a little time spent in prayer, on the 
morning of Lord's day, November 16, my 
mind was directed to that notable Scripture 
in Maia.chi-" And he shall sit as a. refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he shall purify 
the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold 
and silver, that they may offer unto the 
Lord an offering in righteousness." My 
thoughts were directed first to the RE
FINER himself, the messenger of the co
venant. I cannot here write out my 
thoughts on that head, as I wish to note 
down a few things descriptive of the sons 

of Levi, who nre to be purified and purged 
too-and that by the great Refiner him
self. 

Last month, I said "the spiritual privi
leges of the Levites are great" beyond all 
human comprehension. To confirm that 
point, consider for one moment the typical 
record of the sons of Levi, in two particu
lars-the features of thei,· chamcte,·, and the 
f11l11css of the gi·ace bestowed upon them. 

First-the features of their character 
are p1incipally these: in Numbers iii. and 
iv. we have special words concerning the 
sons of Levi, " These were the sons of 
Levi by" their names ; Gershon end Ko
hath, and Merari." The translation of 
these names will give a definite illustration 
of the real character of all the true sons 
of Levi, find them where you may. 

1.-They are Gershonites :-i. e. "Men 
who have changed thei,· pilg,·image." Saul, 
of Tarsus, was going " against Christ," 
until Jesus met ,him: then he "_changed 
his pilgrimage," served another master, 
sought another kingdom, travelled in an
other path, and, by grace divine, was made 
a new creature, "Old tbings passing away'; 
all things becoming new." Surely there is 
not only an outward, but an inward change 
of heart and life, when repentance, faith, 
and hope, by the Holy Spirit, are given. 

2.-They are "Kol,athitcs : " -i. e. they 
come into the congregation of the " Obe
dient " ones : and, although in this imper
fect state, there are many " wrinkles," even 
in their Gospel profession : still they are 
"blunt," or :' honest;" that is, they per
severingly seek for the "one thing needful," 
and " endure hardness," as good soldiers 
of J esns Christ. Being changed in their 
pilgr!\nage, they seek to unite themselves 
to the,:J;.ord's people, saying," We will go 
with you ; for we perceive that God is with 
you." It was a noted saying of St. Cyprian, 
"He cannot have God for his father, who 
owns not the church as his mother." I 
wish all outside believers to consider this. 

3.-They are" Merarites:" by" bitter" 
sorrows, trials and temptations, by" bitter" 
disappointments and crosses, they are 
" provoked" to cleave most earnestly unto 
the Lord, and being made more than con
querors through Him that loved them, 
they are prepared most heartily to join in 
the song of the faithful, in chaunting 
that noble anthem-

" When trouble, like a gloomy cloud, 
Has gathered thick and thundered loud, 
He near my soul has al ways stood, 
His lovingkindness is so good." 

Thus, in few words, I have drawn out three 
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of the principal features of true Christian 
charncter, whereby the "sons of Levi" are 
distinguished and marked, by "the man 
clothed with linen, which had the writers' 
ink-horn by his side." Which· mark on 
their foreheads declares plainly, that they 
are the men "who sigh and cry for all the 
abominations that be done in the midst 
thereof." These sighers and cryers, ap
pear to me to be a different class of per
sons from those whose character and con
duct nre given in the fiftieth Psalm. 
These persons in the fiftieth Psalm are 
said to "take God's covenant into their 
mouth ; " they are said to "declare his sta
tutes ; " but, although they do this, the 
Lord brings this charge, among many 
others, against them-" Thou sittest and 
speakest evil against thy brother; thou 
slanderest thine own mother's son." I 
know an old man, who is reckoned a sound 
divine, orthodox in creed beyond many ; 
but bis secret trade bas been that of a 
cruel and an inveterate slanderer for many 
years : and how to reconcile this with the 
residence and the reigning of grace in the 
heart, is a task too hard for me. But, 
while in my soul I grieve over these things 
I wish to leave them, and pass on now to 

The privilegeiof the Sons of Levi; or" the 
fitlness of Grace bestowed upon them." In 
the first place, "the tribe of Levi was to 
be brought and presented before Aaron." 

, This is, indeed, a privilege, a mercy, a 
blessing. To be brought and presented 
before royalty, is an earthly honour; but 
to be brought by the Spirit, and presented 
to Christ, and by Him to be presented unto 
the Father, is a glorious and gracious crown 
of heavenly comfort, and a pledge of eter
nal salvation. In this privilege, I have 
found 1t little of the four greatest 11iercies 
I ever coveted, either for a time-state, or 
an eternal one. I remember once walk
ing to Peckham, my soul being caught up 
for a moment in prayer to the Lord, I said 
-" Lord, I do earnestly pray unto Thee for 
these four things :-lst. That I might hold 
closer and more abiding com1111wion with 
'fbee. 2ndly. That I might place entire 
1md unreserved confidence in Thee. 3rdly. 
That I might be only concerned to live 
fol' the glory of thy name, and the good of 
thy people; and lastly, That I might 
fetch all my con!fort from Thyself." Now, 
in nearness to God at the mercy seat, I 
have sometimes realised a little of these 
unspeakable mercies-they are some fore
tastes of the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
I am certain a true godly minister must 

live near to the great Fountain of Life and 
Truth : from that nearness strength and 
success are sure to flow. 

Another privilege is that of pn.<session, or 
rlivine 1tutlwrity. The sons of Levi were 
to "Keep all the inst1·11ment.< ~f the tober. 
11acle," and so to do the service thereof. 
I stop not to show what those instruments 
were literally, but in a Gospel sense there 
is a great heanty and honour in all this. 
Paul calls it a "committing unto us the 
word of reconciliation." The Word of 
Truth; the life of God in the son-I; a sav
ing and a sanctifying knowledge of hea
venly mysteries; a living faith in the 
glorious Persons in the Godhead, and in 
all the properties, plans, purposes, and pro
mises of the everlasting covenant; a mind 
to meditate, a mouth to make known, and 
a heart brimfnll of warm affections to
wards the Saviour and his dear saints, to
gether with a devoted, a consecrated, an ac
ceptable, and an increasingly useful stand
ing in the tabernacle ( or churches) of the 
great congregation-all these things may 
be well called " the instruments of the 
tabernacle" (Num. iii. 8). To possess them 
by a divine donation, and to keep them
-as the good soldier delights to keep bis 
arms and accoutrements-bright, in good 
order, and at all times ready for use, is 
great honour indeed ; and truly, I see it 
to be a matter of great moment that the 
professed ministers of Christ see well to 
it that they possess and keep, through the 
Spirit, these sacred instruments, that ~o 
their labours in the Gospel may tencl to 
their own comfort ancl the exceeding great 
advantage of their fellow-men. 

Another privilege is that of the disti11ct 
distribution of the work to be done by the 
sons of Levi. Suppose there was an iron 
command, a law irrevocable, that no man 
should preach unless be could pre!lch as 
boldly as Luther, as cleeply as Hunting
ton, as powerfully as Gadsby, as gentle
manly as Philpot, as gravely as Daniel 
Smart, as touchingly as John V,'arburton, 
as logically and as largely as John Owen, 
as sweetly and savourly as Hawker, as 
soundly as John Foreman, as eloquently 
and as attractively as James Wells, as alle
gorically as Samuel Cozens, as precisely 
and as penetratingly as John Hazleton, as 
biblically as William Bidder, as smoothly 
and as pleasantly as John Edgar Bloom
.field, as sternly ancl as determinedly as 
John Andrew Jones, as argumentatively o.s 
P. W. Williamson, as heru:t-searchingly ancl 
as soul-comfortingly as ecclesiastical West 
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-suppose all these put together, or 1tny one 
of these separately, were to be th,• st,i.,dard 
of the ministry, and that it should be 

THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON 
-AND THE COAL-HEAVER HUN. 
TINGTON. 

death to the man who dared to preach yet THEIR LIVES AJID LAnOURS CONTRASTED 
could not come up to the defined criterion. 
-what a plight ( speaking after the manner 
of men) we should be in! But it is not 

AND REYIE\VlsD 1N THE LIGHT OF THE 
GosrEL. 

so. E,·ery man has his proper gift of WE have :thought bow immensely com. 
God. Nature moulds the man; God giYes prehensive is the word " TRUTH," When 
life, light, and power to that mould, and considered in all its evangelical, experi
sets it to work after its own order. I can- mental, and practical bearings, bow ve.
not preach as you do, you cannot preach as rious its phases ! how large the work of 
I do; still, while the variety is immense, him whose office it is "to contend ear
the harmony is great, grand, glorious, and nestly" for " the whole truth as it is in 
beautiful to look upon. I will not despise Jesus ! " In the sou,·ce of truth-in the 
the meanest gift which in any of the pmvisio11s of truth-in the practical de. 
lesser bretbren I see; nor will I envy the velopments of truth-in the recipients of 
most illustrious talents in the noblest and truth-in the men and in the means em• 
most highly-.favoured servants of the played in the building up of the kingdom 
Church. No ; I v.~11 retire a little into the of truth-and in the perceptions of truth 
shade, and quietly observe the several by Zion's children in this world-there is 
tribes, the variously-gifted, the differently- such an endless variety-heights so im
equipped soldiers of the cross, each doing measurable-depths so unfathomable
his destined portion of the work; and lengths and breadths by man so in,compre
while some are in valleys and some on hills, hensible, that for any one to conceive him. 
some with their tens and others with tJ1eir self either a sole possessor or an infallible 
tens of hundreds, I will pray for grace to judge of the whole economy of divine 
acknowledge in a practical and benevolent truth, is a vain conception indeed. A de. 
spirit.-that " all these worketh by the one cided contention for, -and a faithful adhe
and the self same Spirit;" for, "as the rence Unto, those Bible principles and 
body is one, and bath manymeJJ1bers, and practices wbieh each of us are inwardly 
all the members of that one body, being taught to believe and embrace, is quite 
many, are one body, so also is (the Church, consistent, and is beautifully expressive of 
and especially the ministry, of) Christ." ' a holy zeal for the honour of God, ·and of 

The Old Testament illustration of this a loving desire to maintain the purity of 
is seen in the different branches of the . bis kingdom; but truly enlightened and 
work given to the Kohathites, the Ger- enlarged minds have always acknowledged 
shonites, the Merarites, and others ; read a.nd recognised the fact, that, as in the na
the fourth chapter of Numbers through. tural world there is first the blade, then 
K either time nor space will allow me to say the ear,· after that the full corn in the 
more now. I hope next year to make fur- ear; so, in grace, there are the first shoot
ther and fuller progress with these things, ings, the early buddings, the promising 
oand in the meantime earnestly entreat the blossoms, the seasons of sharp iidversity, 
prayers of any to whom these short papers of deep mystery, and, ultimately, of a ripe
maY have ministered comfort or edification; ness in knowledge, and faith, and fruitful
and seeing that, notwithirtanding all the ness. To love all them who love our Lord 
storms which o'er my hea.d have rolled, the Jesus' Christ in sincerity and in truth, 
Lord is still giving me a plaee and a portion and to manifest a charitable bearing to
of woi-k in hls vineyard-having also a ward all them that in any truthful manner 
conscience void of offence toward God and "favour God's righteous cause," is the 
men, and feeling a more lively and hopeful nearest approach unto the image of the 
desire to increase in usefulness, I shall Master, that poor fallen and imperfect 
still subscribe myself the Church's willing worms of the earth can ever at.lain unto 
and faiiW-ul servant, in this waste howling land. 

CHA..RLES WATERS BANKE. It is possible, sometimes, to find in"this 

THE MINISTn.Y.-Upon a review of my_ 
experience I cannot help observing that 
great humiliations are often the be;t prepara• 
tions for ministerial usefulnes~.-7'oplady'a 
Life. 

world A MIND truly blest with, and zealous
ly bold for, the whole counsel of God,
and this same mi11d dwelling in the hap
piest union with A HEART as large, and as 
benevolent, as tbe grace and love of Christ 
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can make it. And that Christian who in
herits these heaven-born twins is a highly
favoured se.int indeed, and is sure to be 
founcl in a sphere of great usefulness in 
the garden of the Lord. 

Martin Luther, John Owen, John Bun
ye.n, George Whitefield, William Hunting
ton, and the Countess of Huntingdon, 
were clistinguishecl characters in their day; 
and had, we believe, a special work from the 
Lord to do : but how diversified their spi
ritual features ! how differently the bias of 
mind, and mode of action, which eaclt of 
them displayed ! It may be useful to re
view, and closely to investigate the Chris
tian character of two of these personages 
-Selina, the Countess of Huntingdon, 
and William Huntington, the author of 
" God, the Guardian of the Poor, and the 
Bank of Faith : "-" The Kingdom of 
Heaven taken by Prayer:"-" The Naked 
Bow of God : " and many other works. 

It happens, somewhat singularly as we 
think, that the entire works of William 
Huntington ( Collingridge's edition), and 
the commencement of " Memorials of the 
Countess of Huntingdon," by Alfred H. 
New, of Leamington, are just now laid be
fore us .for review. Believing, as we do, 
that both " the Countess" and " the Coal. 
heaver," were eminent and greatly honour
ed .llfodel-/'faints-a pair of patterns of the 
Lord's own making-the one a modern 
Deborah, and the other a kind of reprint 
of such men as Abraham, :i\,Ioses, Joshua, 
Gideon, David, Mordecai, &c.-believing 
this, we have indulged the hope that 
no small amount of good might be done, 
by a careful, a faithful, an interesting, a 
consecutive, and a fairly-contrasted review 
of the lives an,l the labours of this Selina 
the Countess, and this William the Coal
heaver. The former-the Countess of 
Huntingdon-was a kind of commander
in-chief of a Gospel-recruiting regiment; 
the latter was more of a resident physi
cian for ti_e help, the healing, and the ge
neral health of the inmates of Zion's 
Hospital, as well as being ti JVatcbman on 
the walls of the New Jerusalem, and a 
door-keeper to the house of mercy. The 
one marshalled her forces, and sent them 
forth as instruments, to fetch home the 
banishecl and the base; the other re
ceived them, instructed, comforted, and 
confirmed them in the faith and fel
lowship of the dear Redeemer; and we 
view it as one of Heaven's sweetest mer
cies that the records of these, and of 
oth;r much-honoured master-minds in 

Zion, have been preserved and handed 
clown, even to the present generation, in 
order that the Apostles' words might still 
be applicable, and that, like him, we might 
say :-" Wherefore, seeing we also are com
passed about with so great a cloud of wit
nesses, let us lay aside every weight, ancl 
the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run witl:i patience the race that is 
set before us-LOOKING UNTO JESUS." 

This short introductory paper wril Jw 
followed by a series of articles, wb,, gi•Jl~ 
every month in THE EARTHE~'F.SSEr.J\o 

embodying the best portions of' t,i(o~e tic
graphical memoirs, those evan,,:,·1ie,,l la
bours, those theological disquisit; •x,/s, ancl 
those excellent experimental ,epistles to 
which we have referred. We anticipate 
for ourselves, and for our rea<lers, a feast 
of fat things, of wines well refined, and 
most deeply do we pray that life and 
strength, with all the necessary mercies, 
may be afforded us, that, rising up with 
renewed vigour, we may be mo,e than 
ever useful and acceptable to the churches 
of Christ in our day. 

C. W. B. 

LOOKING UNTO JESUS. 

L OOKING unto Jesus Christ, the sinners 
only friend, 

0 h ! may we ever thus be found, till mortal 
life shall end. 

0 n all his matchless attributes, hfa mercy, 
and his grace, 

K eep fix'd our hearts unswervingly, until we 
see his face. 

I n all Olli" oft-recurring cares-in sorrow's 
darksome night, 

N o other name can give relief, or put our 
fears to flight. 

G od, give us grace to look to Christ-'t will 
make our troubles light. 

U nto Him look for all we need, for pardon 
and for peace, 

N or will we fear, if He is near, though woes 
and foes increase. 

T o Peter once He sent a glance (so saith the 
Holy Book), 

0 h ! may He often visit us, and melt ns with 
a look! 

J esus, Immanuel, Brother, Lord, our Saviom 
and our Friend, 

E ternal are thy mercies, and thy praise shall 
have no end. 

S ustain, direct, support us while we look 
alone to Thee, 

U ntil, with all thy ransom'd ones, we pnss 
life's storrnv sea, 

S tand on the ·star-gemm'd floor above, anti 
all thy glory see. 

G. E. RuNTI:-IG. 

Kingsland, November 5, 1856. 



2'76 THE EARTirnx VESSEL, [DEc1rnmm l, 1850. 

JOTTINGS BY THE WAYSIDE. 
BY A PILGRIM. 

A CRAI'TER Olil DOUilTS AND FEARS. 

iYnE'N the Holy Ghost begips the work 
of grace in the heart, in the fulness of it9 
first love to Christ, it is apt to think that 
henceforth it will never sin again; that it 
has utterh· cast off the old man with his 
deeds, and that hereafter it will walk un
swer1·ingly to the kingdom of light, turn
ing neither to the right hand nor to the 
left. But the bitter truth is soon forced 
upon it, that sin resides in its nature still, 
though it reigns no longer. The new 
birth is tl1e implantation of a new prin
ciple in the heart, to keep sin down-not 
to root it up-to wrestle with it when it 
shows it.,elf, not to put it to death. The 
Old Serpent is" scotched," not killed. The 
stump of the old dragon is left, though it 
has been maimed and disabled. The tares 
and the wheat are to grow together in the 
heart, until the han·est. The tares try to 
choke the wheat, bnt it springs up and 
grows in spite of them, bearing seventy, 
eighty, or an hundred fold. By-and-by 
the tares shall be burnt up, and the har
vest gathered into the garner of God. Then 
shall the child of God sing : 

"Sin, my worst enemy before, 
Shall vex my eyes and ears no more; 
My inward foes shall all be slain, 
Nor Satan break my peace again." 

But here the child of God must expect 
perpetual conflict: if sin reigned alone 
in the heart, there would be no con
test; and if grac\' reigned alone in 
the heart, there would be no contest. 
The warfare is the sign of life-spiri
tual life-in the soul; · hence the doubts 
and fears which often harass and perplex 
the clJildren of God, and almost make 
them believe that they have neither part 
nor lot iu the matter, are in themselves 
good signs-signs that tlie grace of God 
is at work in the heart. ,vhy, there was 
a time, my doubting brother, when you 
neither doubted nor feared, but everything 
went smoothly with you. Why? Because 
the devil bad it all his own way in your 
heart, and, Gallio like, you cared for none 
of these things. It was not till the Holy 
Ghost came into your heart, and tumblecl 
the old serpent from his throne, that he 
began to disquiet you by bis roarings. It 
is, therefore, a blessed sign when a mnn 
has doubts and fears. St, Paul says " In 
everything girn thar,ks." Yes, thank God 
for ,·ery doubts and fears, my doubting 

and downcRst brother, inasmuch as they 
prove the operations of divine grace in 
the soul. The devil wonhl. never have 
troubled you with doubts and fears, if he 
was not afraid of losing you. If a man 
says that he is never troubled with doubts 
and fears, that man is yet dead in tres
passes and sins. For, ,lepend upon it, 
whenever the second Adam is born in the 
soul, the old Adam-1·ises up to cast doubts 
upon it, and to proclaim the babe a bas
tard. 

Perhaps this 'page may meet the eye of 
some doubting, fearing child of God. If, 
reader, thou be such an one, I will not 
ask thee if thou lovest Christ; for thy 
poor trembling heart would be afraid to 
say "yes," lest it should deceive itself in 
so saying. I will not even ask thee if 
thou hast a desire to love Him, for some
times that desire is so low and. faint, that 
thou mayst even doubt that. But I will 
ask thee-Dost thou feel that thei-e is no 
hope for thee out of Christ? That .thou 
art unable to do anything for thine own 
soul? Is sin such a burden to thee, that 
thou wouldst think no sacrifice too great, 
if thou coulclst be well quit of it? Dost 
thou feel it to be thy greatest foe? . Does 
it lay thee low in self-abasement, make 
thee place thy hand on thy mouth, and thy 
mouth in the dust, while thou cryest out 
like the leper of old-" Unclean, Un
clean ? " Dost thou feel sin to be an enor
mous affront against God? Do thy sins 
appear to thee too great to be pardoned ? 
Dost thou hate sin? Thou art not sure 
that thou lovest Christ? Who, then, bath 
made thee think and feel thus? Who bath 
shown unto thee the black deformity of 
sin, which once thou thought so lovely, and 
didst roll so sweetly under thy tongue? 
Is this the work of thine own heart? No. 
For thy greatest grief is, that that heart 
still loves sin, that the flesh still hankers 
after its former pleasures. Is it Satan? 
No. For it is his grand object, to prove 
that sin is nothing- a mere trifle ; he 
whispers to the sinning soul now, as he 
did to our first parents, " Ye shall not 
surely die." If Satan bad taught thee the 
enormity of sin, his kingdom would be 
divided against itself; for he would be 
driving thee to Christ, while the object of 
his whole life is to keep thee from Christ. 
Who then could have bowed thee down 
beneath the burden of Rin, and made thee 
feel that it only brought J_eanness into 
thy soul, but the Holy Ghost, whose pro
vince it is to convince of sin? And think-
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est thou that He has led thee into the 
Slough of Despond to leave thee there? 
Has He shown thee thy vileness, only to 
tell thee that that vileness is so great, that 
even the blood that cleanseth to the utter
most cannot purge it away? Hast thou sunk 
so low that even the Everlasting Arms can
not reach thee? Dost thou fear that thou 
wilt not be right at last? Thinkest thou 
that the Holy Spirit has given thee a hatred 
to sin, only to fling thee into hell, where 
there is nothing but sin ? Why, thou 
wouldst be a wonder among the devils. 
All the damned would marvel at thee. A 
soul, hating sin, and desiring to love Jesus, 
yet imprisoned in hell ! Impossible ! 
Cheer up, thou doubting mourner; He who 
has taught thee to hate sin will certainly 
lead thee in safety to a world where there 
shall be no sin to hate. There is a seat 
reserved for thee ii) the Father's house, and 
room on the Saviour's loving heart even 
for thy weary head to repose. In terms of 
gentle reproach, that Saviour is saying to 
thee now: "0 thou of little faith, where
fore didst thou doubt?" . Didst thou doubt 
my love? Remember Gethsemane and 
Calvary, and doubt no more. Dost thou 
doubt my power? I plucked a Manasseh, 
a Magdalene, a Saul of Tarsus, and a 
dying thief from the flames of hell; and 

.cannot my arm of mercy reach even thee? 
Doubting soul, be looking unto Jesus more, 
and at thyself less. Thy sins are great, 
but my salvation is greater. And one 
.thing I have sworn, and I cannot reverse 
it, " That him that cometh unto me I will 
in no wise cast out." B. WAr.E. 

church would rejoice to have such a ministry. 
Thirdly, this letter is an evidence that " bro
therly love" continues. Among ministers and 
professing Christians, we fear " brotherly 
love" is a rare thing: but George Kellaway 
and Isaac Comfort have taken sweet counsel 
together, and although now separated far from 
each other, a happy communion an,! a holy 
fellowship exists. " How good and how 
pleasant for brethren thus to dwell together 
in unity." We sigh for snch a union, but our 
lot is cast in days described by words like 
these,-" While tbe bridegroom tarried they 
all slumbered and slept,"and if they awake at 
all, it is but to tell their dreams, and talk of 
earthly things.-Eo.J 

MY DEAR BROTHER KELLAWAY,- The 
choicest blessings from the everlasting hills 
rest upon thy soul, and the sweetest fra
grance of Sharon's rose refresh thy spirit, 
and the souls of your flock ; may the rich 
dew of electing love in its antiquity, eter
nity, and everlasting fixidity be the solace 
of your heart, with all the consequent 
fruits thereof, enrich, succour, and 
strengthen your faith, so that, built upon 
the Rock of Eternity, you may bid defiance 
to all the waves of time, the subtleties of 
Satan, and the deep-laid plots of bell; re
joicing in God your Saviour, and triumph
ing in his triumphs. By his blood made 
nigh, and in his glorious righteousness 
outshining the unfallen band of seraphs 
( when you must in silence hear the 
chorus) "unto him that loved us· and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood," 
&c. -that infinite unfathomable deep 
where all our and the church's guilt was 
everlastingly swallowed up, hid, buried, 
and removed from the penetrating eye of 

_________________ justice, and the searching operations of 

"THE PRECIOUS OINTMENT AND THE 
DEW OF HERMON." 

~THE following letter was written by Isaac 
Uomfort, Baptist minister, of Yeovil, to George 

. Kellaway, the pastor of Widcombe Chapel, 

. near Bath. If we had not been acquainted 
. with the fact, that our brother Isaac Comfort 
had passed through deep waters into the 
"wealthy ple.ce," we should not have been 
prepared to peruse it with so much solid com
fort; We ask our readers to take the follow
ing epistle as an evidence of three things. 
First, that God is faithful to his promise,
" When thou pnssest through the waters I 
will be with thee." Isaac Comfort has long 
been wading through deep waters. The Lord 
has been with him. See how sweetly and 
gratefully he acknowledges the Hand' that 
has thus far led him on. Secondly, take 
this letter as an evidence that the Lord is 
either fast ripening him for glory, or power
fully preparing him for more manifest use
fulness in the vineyard below. We ardently 
hope the latter is the case Many a destitute 

all law curses. Oh, my brother, what a 
rich, full, and suited salvation is the sal
vation of our God! In it we can now ( by 
the life-giving power of the Holy Ghost) 
bid farewell to all that tends to bondage, 
darkness, and distress ; knowing our Cap
tain hath once entered into the holy place 
having obtained eternal redemption for 
us. 

"Awake, my soul, in joyful lays, 
To sing thy great Redeemer's praise, 
He justly claims a song from thee, 
His loving-kindness, oh, how free ! " 

What a mercy He undertook our cause, and 
hath fully accomplished the same! Si
lence, sin ! begone, Satan ! hush, Sinni's 
thunder! Jesus died, yea, rather bath risen 
again. "Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God's elect?" Our Jesus lives, 
and lives for us, and is engaged to bring 
us home, ancl present us befne tl,e t1re-
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soncr of his glory with exceeding joy. 
Cheer up! cheer up ' my brother, the 
prospect's bright, the end must and will be 
glorious. Begone, ye carping cares; be
gone, ye unbelieving fears; my Beloved is 
mine, and I am his ! There all my hopes 
are placed, my joys arise, my comfo1·ts 
flow, and hence all the bliss we hope to 
enjoy centres. Safe repository ! the Father 
restetl his eternal honours there ; and 
there I can rest for life, death, and eter
nity. Why blow these winds of time? 
1''hy rise these storms of adversity? Only 
to waft us onward to our home, our rest, 
our Christ, our all. Oh, for faith and 
grace, to kiss the cross, to eye the crown, 
and press forward to the mark for the prize 
of our high calling! The end, my brother, 
is certain, although the way may be rough, 
dark, and intricate. Everlasting faithful. 
ness is engaged to bring us safely through 
all difficulties, and finally land us on those 
shores where sorrow and sighing, pain and 
death, are 1.-nown no more for ever. Hail, 
sacred day! happy hour, and blissful mo
moment ! that breaks our fetters, and sets 
us free from toil, perplexity, and care, in
troducing us to joys for evermore. 

" Oh ! the transporting, rapturous joy, 
That opens to our sight! 

Sweet fields array'd in living green, 
And rivers of delight." 

"' ell, my brother, buckle on the harness, 
fight the good fight of faith, knowing, in 
due season thou shalt reap, if thou faint 
not. May the sweet truth," He thatkeep
eth farad neither slumbers nor sleeps," 
and that He keeps thee as the apple of 
his eye, be sweetly verified in your soul. 
Peace and joy be with you, "and the very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly, so that 
you may reflect his glory, who bath called 
you to be a watchman upon Zion's wall." 
Yours in Jesus, 

ls.UC COMFORT. 

4, Peter-sf reel, Yeovil, 23rd Sept., 1856. 

THE GREAT PAYMENT. 
A SPECIMEN OF WELSH '.PREACHING, 

[THOMAS li.A.LL, of Limehouse, sends the 
following, and says:-" Every Christian 
ought to read this blessed piece." We 
give thousands the opportunity; and,. al
though it bas frequently been issued be
fore, we believe it can never be read too 
often.-ED.] 

At a meeting of the ministers in Bristol, 
the Rev. Mr. L. invited several of his 
urethren to sup with him, and, among the 

rest, was the minister of the Welsh ohapel 
there. He was nu entire stmnger to all 
the company, and silently attentive to the 
general conversation of his brethren. The 
subject in discussion was the different 
strains of public preaching. When seve. 
ral had given their opinion, and had men
tioned some individuals as good preachers, 
Mr. L. turned to the Welsh stranger, and 
solicited his opinion. He said that he felt 
it a privilege to be silent when such men 
were speaking, but he also felt it his duty to 
comply with the request: "Although," con
tinued he, " if I must give my opinion, I 
should think that you have no good preach
ing." "No !11 exclaimed Mr. L. "No,11 

said the stranger,-" that is, you have no 
such preachers as we have in the Principa
lity." "I know," replied Mr. L., "that you 
are famous for jumping in Wales, but that 
is not owing, I suppose, so much to the 
matter of preaching, as to the enthusiasm 
of the character." "Indeed," said the 
stranger, " you would jump, too, if you 
heard and understood such :preaching." 
"Why," said Mr. L., "do you not think I 
could make them jump, if I were to preach 
to them?" "You make them jump!" ex· 
claimed the Welshman, " you make them 
jump! a Welshman would set fire to the 
world, whilst you were lighting a match." 

The whole company became much inte
rested in this new turn of the subject, and 
unanimously requested the good man to 
give them a specimen of the style and 
manner of preaching in the Principality. 
'' Specimen," said he "I cannot give you. 
If John Elias were here, he would give you 
a specimen. Oh, John Elias is a great 
preacher." "Well," said the company, 
" give us .something that you have heard 
from him." " Oh, no," said he, " I cannot 
do justice to it; besides you do not under
stand the Welsh language." They an
swered, "No, not so as to follow a dis
course." "Then," said he, "it is impossi
ble for you to understand it, if I were to 
give you a specimen." " But," said they, 
"cannot you put it into English ? " " Oh 
no," said he, "your poor meagre language 
would spoil it; it is net capable of express
ing those ideas which a Welshman can 
conceive." The interest of the company 
was now so increased, that nothing would 
satisfy but a specimen; while they pro
mised to make every allowance for the lan
guage. " Well," said the Welshman, "if 
you must have a piece, I will try ; but I 
do not know what to give you. I do not 
recollect a piece of John Elias ; he is our 
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best preacher. I must think a little.
Well, I recollect a piece of Christmas 
Evan. Christmas Evan is a good preach
er, and I once henr,l him at an association 
of ministers. He was preaching on the 
depravity of man by Rin, and of his reco
very by the death of Christ. And he said, 
' Brethren, if I were to represent to you, in 
11 figure, the condition of man as a sinner, 
and his recovery by the cross of Christ, I 
should do it somewhat in this way: Sup
pose a large graveyard, surrounded by a 
high wall, with only one entrance, which is 
by a large iron gate that is fast bolted and 
barred. Within these walls are thousands 
and tens of thousands of b11man beings, 
of all ages, and of all classes, by one epi
demic disease bending to the grave, which 
yearns to swallow them up. This is the 
condition of man as a sinner. And while 
man 'll'!IS in this deplorable condition, 
Mercy, the darling attribute of Deity, came 
down and stood at the gate, looked at the 
scene, and weeping over it, exclaimed, 
"Oh, that I might enter; I would hind up 
their wounds ; I would relieve their sor
rows ; l I would save their souls." While 
Mercy stood at the gate weeping, an em
bassy of angels, commissioned from the 
court of heaven to some other world, pass
ing over, paused at the sight (heaven for
gave the pause), and seeing Mercy stand
ing there, they said, "Mercy, Mercy, canst 
thou not enter? Canst thou look on the 
scene and not pity? Canst thou pity and 
not relieve?" Mercy replied, " I can see," 
and in tears added, " I can pity-but I 
cannot relieve." " V\,'by canst thou not 
enter?," "Oh," said Mercy," Justice bas 
barred the gate against me, and I cannot 
-I must not, unbar it." At this moment, 
Justice himself appeared, as if to watch 
the gate. The angels inquired of him 
why he would not let Meroy enter. Jus
tice replied, "My law is broken, and it must 
be honoured. Die, they or Justice must." 
At this moment there appeared amongst 
the angels a form like unto the Son of 
God; who, addressing Himself to Justice, 
said, "What are thy demands?" Justice 
replied, " My terms a1:e stern and rigid ; I 
must have sickness for their health; I 
must have ignominy for thei,: honour; I 
must have death for their life ; without 
shedding of blood there is no remission." 
"Justice," said thti Son of God, "I accept 
thy terms ; on me be this wrong. Let 
Mercy enter." " When," saicl Justice, 
"wilt thou perform this promise ? " Four 
thousand years hence, upon the hill of 

Calvary, without the gate8 of Jernsalem, 
I will perform it in my own person:• The 
deed was prepared ancl signed in the pre
sence of the angels of God. Justice was 
satisfied, and Mercy entered, preaching 
salvation in the name of .J esns. The deed 
was committed to the patriarchs-by them 
to the Kings of Israel and the prophets
by them it was preserved till Daniel's 
seventy weeks were accompli~hed. Then 
at the appointed time, Justice appeared on 
the Hill of Calvary, and Mercy presented 
to bim the important deed. "Where," 
said Justice, "is the Son of God ? " " Be
hold him ! " replied Mercy, " at the bottom 
of the hill, bearing bis own cross." She 
then departed, and stood aloof. At the 
hour of trial Jesus ascended the hill ; 
while in his train followed his weeping 
Church. Justice immediately presented to 
Him the deed, saying, " This is the day 
when the bond is to be executed." When 
He received it, did He tear it in pieces, and 
give it to the winds of heaven ? Oh, no ; 
He nailed it to the cross, exclaiming, " It 
is finished!" Justice called down holy 
fire to consume the sacrifice. Holy fire 
descended-it swallowed up his humanity 
-but when it touched his divinity, it ex
pired. And there was darkness over the 
whole heavens ! But glory to God in the 
highest; on earth, peace, good-will to 
men.' 

"This," said the Welshman, "is but a 
specimen of Christmas Evan." 

WAS ZIPPORAH A GRACIOUS 
WOMAN? 

OuR brother, R. Mower, the evangelist, 
and pastor of some of the Baptist church~s 
in Hampshire and Wilts, has, by his paper 
on marriage, raised a question respecting 
the spiritual condition of the daughter of 
Rene!, the wife of Moses. The question is 
not of vital import to ns, upon whom the 
ends of the earth are come. Still, any 
question that ]eacls us to search the Scrip
tures, and to inquire diligently after the 
evidences of the life of God in the soul, 
ore of profitable tendency ; therefore, we 
give the following letter, and a few words 
on the subject, hoping it will be considered 
a satisfactory conclusion. 

DEAR MR. BANKS, - As your corre
spondent Mr. Bowles has WTitten his opi
nion respecting the wife of Moses, and 
thinks I am wrong in representing her 
as an ungodly woman, will you publish my 
opinion in this matter more. fully. Some 
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sny "Avoid controversy,'' but I say that there 
is great advantage in a contention, when the 
sole OQjcct is the glory of Gou and the good 
of his people. It sets men digging deeper 
into the Gospel, and to thinking, conversing, 
nnd praying. A good honest "contention 
for the faith once delivered to the saints," is 
like the breaking a bone to find the marrow. 
Contentions, short of this, seldom do any 
good: for want of more faithfulness, men are 
drinking down some of the grossest errors. 
My desire is never to write or say anythin& 
that is not for the glory of God, and the good 
of his people; my design in writing on mar
riage was solely this. I trust Mr. Bowles has 
no other end in view. As his kind hint is pub
lished, I shall therefore express my thoughts 
more lnrgely on the wife of Moses, and first 
of all observe that her being the daughter of 
a priest has nothing to do with her interest 
in the things of God. Grace is not heredi
tary. Jethro, may-be, was a child of God; 
I do not doubt that, but it is not by the will 
of the flesh nor the will of man, but of God, 
of that we are ma.de sons or daughters. 

Secondly,-The Word makes no mention 
of her name anywhere in her favour as a 
vessel of mercy. 

Thirdly,-The time and manner of this 
act of hers does not appear to be an act of 
faith in God. I think a pure and precious 
faith would be shown in a different manner, 
nor do I think she would have cared whether 
her son had ever been circumcised, but know
ing by the letter of truth, that to neglect was 
death and when she saw the hand of God on 
her h;,_sband, she was afraid; and so she (in 
haste) performed the rite herself. The Lord's 
anger for this neglect was turned away, and 
she considered her husband's life spared, or 
purchased by the blood of her son. 

Like thousands now-a-days, who wake up 
when death approaches near them, run to 
dutv-faith (not to Christ) to be saved; but 
let 0death keep away, and all is easy. 

It is my firm belief that she was the cause of 
this neulect. Reader, beware ! see the con
sequen~es of neglecting God's ordnances. 

My fourth reason is, she was a Midianitess: 
and how it was that so solemn a law should 
be overlooked I will not say. It was a breach 
azainst the law. We know that her being of 
llfidian would be no proof against her interest 
in the grace of God, but on _that side I _want 
evidence, and on the other rt was forbidden 
by God himself. . 

Fifthly,-If she had been such a faithful 
lover and helper to dear ~loses, her husband 
-if she had such a faith in the blood of the 
everlasting covenant-as some think, wo1;1l<l 
Aaron and Miriam taunt her husband with 
it? and after she had been married so many 
years? I think not. If they felt a jealousy 
that God was honouring their brother more 
than them, why throw off at the wife? Their 
envy against their brother was very wrong. 
It seems to me, that they thought their bro
ther had too much favour shown him by his 
God 1 considering he was in possession of such 
a wife; so that was one stone to throw at their 
brother. Now this was very offensive in the 
sight of God, who s:1id, "Were ye not afraid to 

speak against Moses," and for this offence, 
God smote Miriam with leprosy; a lesson for 
the believers in the non-chastisement doctrine, 
and for us who arc too apt to use the word 
us when our pride swells high enough to 
make us believe we are more worthy of ho
nour than Mr. So and So. So, said they, 
"hath not God s~oken by us?" "See what 
evil he hath done,' said another. " Who is he 
that condemneth?" when God has mnni
festly forgiven. Why upbraid with the fail
ings of so many years ago r Not a word is 
said in her favour, but the punishment is for 
ill-treating Moses. And may we not with 
propriety believe that Moses preached by expe
rience-for he was faithful in his work--when, 
warning his congregation against unlawful 
marriages, he said:-" They will turn away 
thy son from following me; so will the anger 
of the Lord be kindled against you." (Compare 
Exod. iv. 24, with Dent. vii. 3-4.) The anger 
of the Lord was kindled against Moses him: 
self, for not attending to God's ordinance : 
therefore he spoke from experience. And 
let it be observed that Moses was man-ied 
many years before his more especial call to 
the gracious work of delivering God's people 
Israel. 

I will not enlarge, but leave the subject to 
those who are better able to discern, and fei·
vently do I desire that the blessing of God 
will bless the feeble attempt to lead into the 
way of truth, and his name shall have the 
praise. 

R. l\foWER. 
Shipton, Hants. 
We will only add one word. Commen

tators, for centuries, have spoken differ
ently of this Zipporah. Nothing definite, 
as regards her real state, appears in the 
Word: let us, therefore, be silent. Old 
Master Trapp, in his notes on Zipporah 
being given to Moses, says :--" She was a 
peevish piece: u cold armful;" and adds, 

'' It is not ill to marrie, 
Bnt good to be warrie, 
Lest we make shipwreck in the haven." 

There is a sublime mystery, however, 
couched, as we think, in the Targum, when, 
on that ( Exodus iv. 25, 26), it says :
" Then Zipporah gave praise, and said, 
How amiable is the blood of circumcision, 
which hath delivered my husband from 
the hand of the destroying angel." Some 
have ventured to view Moses as a type of 
Christ, and Zipporah as a type of the Gen
tile Church; we know no reason why such 
a view may not be taken, And thus view
ing the mystery of grace in the history, 
how exactly doth Zipporah ( according to 
the Targum) express the inward delight 
of a living soul, when, by faith, it sees 
Christ under the curse of the Lo.w for his 
people; but delivered by the shedding of 
his own most precious blood. "How 
amiable the blood of circnmcision which 
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delivers not only Moses, not only the Me
diator, not only Jesus, but every quickened, 
elect, and true believing soul, from the 
hand or the destroying angel." Then can 
we joyfully sing-

" Glory to God on high, 
Our peace is made with heaven; 

The Son of God came down to die, 
That sin might be forgiv'n, 

His precious blood was shed, 
His body bruised for sin; 

Remember this in eating bread, 
And that in drinking wine." 

THE MARRIAGE IN CANA, 
WRITTEN on the occasion of two of the mem
bers being united in marriage by the author, 
at the Baptist Chapel, Hailsham, Sussex; and 
respectfully dedicated to Brother Mower, of 
Shipton, whose well-timed writing on the 
"Ordinance of Marriage" in the VESSEL for 
October, page 221 (notwithstanding the little 
oversight of Moses' Wife), it is prayerfully 
hoped may be a word in season to many in 
our churches:- -

In Cana once a godly pair 
Invited many a guest 

To keep the marriage banquet there, 
And joy fill'd every breast. 

The lordly nobles were not ask'd 
Their company that day, 

Nor pompous Pharisees, who fast 
When they pretend to pray. 

But Jesus was invited there, 
His followers and his friends: 

How honour'd is that wedding where 
The Lord himself attends ! 

Thou~h all their stock of wine is gone, 
He II make their faces shine, 

And his first miracle shall turn 
The water into wine. 

The vessels fill'd (at his command) 
With water to the brim, 

Now charged with gen'rous wine they stand, 
And own the change to Him ! 

Hail, wedded Love ( where each invites 
The Saviour's presence there)! 

This day has seen thine hallow'd rites 
Upon this happy pair. 

Where kindred hearts, in holy fear, 
Shall marry in the Lord, 

Tliere will the Lord himself appear, 
And grace the marriage board. 

Sweet emblem of the mutual love 
'Twixt Jesus and his Bride! 

He loves her now, and soon above 
He 'II seat her near his side. 

Now may thy blessings, Lord, abide, 
And constant be thy smile, 

Both on the Bridegroom and the Bride, 
As here they live awhile. 

And after this short life is o'er, 
And they have fill'd their days, 

Give them a life for evermore, 
To shout thine endless pmise. 

Hailsl1am, Sussex. CoRNsr.ri;i, Sw:11. 

GOOD WORDS FROM GREAT MEN. 
THE STUMBLING - BLOCKS RE~IOVED.

There are three grand obstacles to the ad
mission of any son or dau"'hter of Adam into 
eternal life. There is, fi7st, the sentence of 
exclusion,· man, _the transgressor, is under 
sentence of bamshment from eternal life. 
And then, the second, his want of title. And 
the third, his want of meetness. Now all 
these have been removed by ,Jesus Christ.
Wilkinson. 

FLESH SUBDUED.-! have never yet found 
that the grace of God maketh my old cor
rupt nature better than it was before I pos
sessed grace; but I have found, and do yet 
find, that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
~eepeth it under so that it reigneth not; it 
1s a conquered foe, but not a dead one.
Osborne. 

THE ATONEME:S-T SUFFICIENT FOR ALL.
The fallacy of the atonement being sufficient 
for all mankind, but intended only, or effica
cious only, for the elect, will appear if we 
attend to one simple truth, namely, that the 
Scriptures always ascribe the salvation of a 
sinner, not to any abstract sufficiency, but to 
the vicarious nature of the death of Christ. 
The atonement therefore is in no sense 
sufficient for a man, unless Jesus died for 
that man. Justice requires that the sacrifice 
be vicarious. So that the sufficiency of the 
atonement arises from this very thing, that 
Christ died in our stead.-Rushton. 

SoUL CoNFLICT.-We must die daily; 
and the unwearied struggles of rebellious 
nature are a sad death to our short-lived
comforts. Were I once free from this inbred 
enemy, and could but always resign and 
submit to the best of Fathers, who does all 
things well, tranquillity and peace would be 
my daily sweet repast; but this enemy is one 
of my own house; and when mortified 
through the Spirit in one branch of his 
operations, he breaks out in another, and is 
never so busy as when I am going to engage 
in some religions exercise. " When I would 
do good evil is present with me."-Hunting
ton. 

Fear not, 0 Bride .. nor despair: think not 
thyself contemned if thy bridegroom with
draw his face a while. All things co-operate 
for the best: both from his absence and hls 
presence thou gainest light. He cometh to 
thee, and goeth from thee : He cometh to 
make thee consolate: He gceth to make thee 
cautious, lest thy abundant consolation puff 
thee up: He cometh that thy languishing soul 
may be comforted; He goeth lest his fami
liarity should be contemned, and being absent 
to be more desired, and being desired to be 
more earnestly sought, and being long sought 
to be more acceptably found.-Author Scala, 
Parad. 

Lord, though I have done that for which 
Thou mightest justly damn me, yet Thou canst 
not lose that whereby Thou mayest save me. 
Thou wilt not, sweet Jesus, so much remem
ber thy justice. against the sinner, as thy 
benignity towards thy creature. Thou canst 
forget the insolence of the provoker, and wilt 
in mercy behold the misery of the invoker; 
for what is Jesus but a Saviour ?-St. Aug. 
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OUR BRITISH BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

A MODERATE CALVINIST IN CAM
BRIDGESHIRE; 

OR, THE TRIUMPHS OF TRUTH. 

[ A CHRISTIAN lady, who wits much favoured 
under the ministry of the late litmented Wil
liam Henry Wells, has kindly permitted us to 
insert the following interesting pitper, which 
was written chiefly for her own private use. 
William Henn• Wells was not what either the 
church or the ·world would call" a great man," 
but he. was a good man. He long carried a 
hea,-y cross-it was sanctified, and much of 
his Master's spirit was found in him.-ED. J 
RECOLLECTJO'S'S OF THE LAST SERVICE IN 

WHICH Mn. W. H. WELLS, OF liEPH
zrnAH CHAPEL, ENGAGED, AT DARLING 
PLACE, CAMBRIDGE-ROAD. 

Havfog given out the first hymn, Mr. Wells 
read the 65th Psalm; at its close, he said, Dur
ing the past week he had seen the literal fulfil
ment of the last verse. Having been in the 
country, in Cambridgeshire, the pastures were 
clothed with flocks, and the valleys were co
vered over with eom; and promised well for 
an abundant harvest; but one incident 
took place which he could not refrain from 
relating, as it showed the sovereign power of 
God. Ha"Cing been invited to the family of 
one of the deacons of the chapel in that 
place, the minister offered to lend Mr. Wells 
his pulpit ; but when Mr. Wells arrived there 
the minister said he had made inquiries, and 
had discovered that :Mr. Wells preached such 
doctrine as he (being a moderate Calvinist) 
did not approve of; he, therefore, should de
cline lending him his pulpit. At this the 
deacon before named felt much hurt, and, 
being a brewer and maltster, he caused a large 
malt-house to be fitted up, which would hold 
four hundred persons, with seats; and put up a 
notice, that three sermons would be preached 
there on the Lord's day. Mr. Wells preached 
to a good congregation in the morning. 
Friends telling one another, very many more 
came in the afternoon, bringing their chairs 
with them. This attendance was so good, 
and the desire to hear the Word so great, that 
very many stood about the door and outside 
the windows to hear the Word. Two friends 
from the Wesleyan chapel came and led the 
singing. In the evening, the minister of the 
Wesleyan chapel, hard by, gave consent for 
his chapel to be closed, that his congregation 
might be able to hear the London minister. 
The friends, finding the malt-house not large 
enough for such a great congregation, asked 
Jl1r. Wells if he would r,reach in the open air; 
to which he agreed. fhey then brought the 
pulpit out, and set it against the malt-house 
door; and placed the seats in order, all of 
which were quickly occupied, while a very 
great number stood through the whole even
ing service, with evident satisfaction and 
much interest; and so great was the impres
sion made on the people that they begged Mr. 
Wells would preach once in the week. Some 
said it could not be done, being harvest time; 

but he agreed to preach tho Word, and did 
so on the following Thursday evening to mnny 
persons. Thus, insteitd of preaching one ser
mon, he preached four; so manifest was the 
sovereign power of God, who will work and 
none shall hinder. He said he had been in 
the ministry more than thirty years, and hacl 
never before preached in the open air. He 
therefore mentioned it as a remarkable inci
dent. He then offered prayer with peculiar 
fervour, simplicity, and heavenly-mindedness, 
though somewhat brief, when we sang from 
Dr. Watts: 

" Praise waits in Zion, Lord, for thee." 
Mr. Wells then rose in his usual way, firm 

and collected, and gave out his text the !xiii. 
chapter of Isaiah, 1st verse. "Who is this that 
cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah? this, that is glorious in his apparel, 
travelling in the greatness of his strength? I 
that speak in righteonsness, mighty to save." 
He said that Edom signifies earth, Bozrah the
battle field, and those words were more to be 
regarded as the words of the heavenly beings
than of the Church, for it was the angels that 
demanded " Who is the King of Glory " (24th 
Psalm, 8th verse)? to which the great an
nouncement is responded from without: "The 
Lord of Hosts, he is the King of Glory." It 
was the angels that had witnessed the whole 
of the great transaction of our redemption. 
They beheld his agony and bloody sweat in 
the garden of Gethsemane, with his garment 
stained with blood. They witnessed Him 
standing in the Judgment Hall, before his un
just accusers: and they beheld Him in agony 
on the cross, and heard Him declare, " It is 

finished." 
A good old divine used to say," We may 

come to the house of God in a crowd, and go 
away in a crowd, but we cannot die in a 
crowd." Religion is a personal matter. In 
this way, Mr. Wells continued to advance 
very solemn and wholesome truths, exalting 
in a most spirited manner his gracious Lord 
and Master, with much humility and heaven
ly-mindedness, until five 111inutes past twelve 
o'clock, when his voice became feeble as a 
child's, and he repeated the same words which 
then occurred in his sermon, over and over 
again; he then raised his left hand to his head 
and ,aid, "Somethimg_ is the matter with me ; 
I thin le I !,ad better leave o if preaching." A 
momentary pause ensued; he then said, 
"Happy-Happy;" a short pause, and he 
again said, "Happy-Happy," and bowed his 
head; being fully ready to sleep on his dear 
Redeemer's bosom. He spoke no more, was 
assisted from the pulpit by the friends, who 
sent for a conveyance to take him home, when 
he was found 'iuite powerless, having no use 
whatever, in his hands or feet, W.hen he got 
home, he tried to tell his daughter, but could 
not ; speech having entirely failed him. At 
two o'clock he beca,me unconscious; awJ, so 
remained, until a quarter to• three o'.clock. O?
Tuesday morning, when his labourwg spmt 
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THE OPEN COMMUNION CHURCH IN 
ROSS. 

took its flight to the realms of light and joy , 
and rest, of which Holy Land he bad had so 
many views, and to that heavenly inheritance 
he had so long, so sweetly anticipated August 
10, 18?6, nged 68. His daughter, An~e Wells, 
w_ho d1~d two years and four months before 
him, said on her dyi.ng bed," Father you will 
not be long after me, your glass is al:nost run 
?Ut ; " meaning his hour-glass. On the follow. 
mg Lord's-day, August 24, the mortal remains 
o_f Mr. W. H. Wells were committed to the 
silent tomb, Bow Ce~etery; surrounded by a 
v_ery great congregation, who were very atten
tive, tho~g~ the service continued two hours. 
T~ree mm1sters ~ad one friend took part 
with deep solemruty and fervour. 

IN a recent number we inserted a letter 
from Mr. Moore, with intelligence of chnrch 
matt:rs .. It appe3:rs from subsequent com
mnmcat10ns, that_ in some things onr corre
s~cmdent ~rred a little. We wish-when our 
friends wnte of new causes-they would let 
the ol_d ones alone; unless they can fully sub
stantiate any_ exposure they may make of 
the proclamat10n of any dangerous doctrine, 
or fatal heresy. We would never flinch from 
a bold resistance of deadly errors; but any 
reference to other people's deficiencies discre
panci:s, or divi~ions, only gender strif~, which 
we wish to av01d. If ministers-who profess 
t? be Baptist ministers-were honest and con
sistent, we should have no open communion 
chu;ches. ''. Expediency," in the order of 
Gods house, 1s a dangerous thing. We insert 
~be _following letter simply on the ground of 
JUst1ee to the minister and church referred 
to:-

Mr. Parker commenced the solemn service 
by giving out the well-known hymn of Dr'. 
Watts. 

" Why should we mourn departed friends 
Or shrink at death's alarms ' 

'Tis but the voice t!Jat Jesus ;ends 
. To call them to his arms." ' 

~e then offered prayer; after which, Mr. 
Sh1pway, of Cave Adullam, and Mr. Hawes 
engaged. Mr. Kirkness concluded the'solem~ 
service over the grave. · 

On Lord's day, August 31st, 1856, Mr. 
Kirkness preached the funeral sermon of Mr. 
Wells at Brunswick Chapel, Mile End Road 
from the 57th chapter of Isaiah, 1st verse'. 
He said he had known Mr. Wells more than 
thirty years; while he was yet very voung 
he had a most ardent desire to become ~ 
preacher of the Gospel. About that time he 
had deep and sore conflicts with the great 'ad
versary; but, being of a very reserved disposi
tio~, he did not tell _any one then-he was pe
culiarly favoured w,th a heavenly mind. Mr. 
Kirkness said more than once he had seen 
him called from the pew, to occupy the pul
pit, when he had preached with as much 
readiness and freedom, as if he had received 
timely notice; so imbued was his whole soul 
with heavenly things: be was a remarkably 
hi,tPPY man; he was a very great lover of the 
Bible; very peaceful to all men; like the 
Apostle, worked willingly with his own hands 
-knowing tJ:\at he had in heaven an endur
ing substance. He regarded not whatever 
aspect labour bnre, for, during those hours he 
held sweet converse with God and Hea;en. 
But he was also rema.rkable for his great re
se~ve. He had many trials, but we heard no
thmg of them; many intel'positions of Pro
vidence, but they are not noted; he had many 
deliverances, but we hear nothing of them• 
here he was at fault. As a minister of th~ 
Gospel, he was sound, warm, and vigorous 
to the last; for he loved his Master's work 
dearly, and ever manifested such content
ment in all the movements of his dealinas 
with him, that it is no marvel that he should 
fall asleep in Jesus, saying, Happy, happy! 
Happy, happy I This interesting service 
closed by that beautiful hymn, of which he 
was very fond: 

"Vital spark of heavenly flame." 
And never did hrmn suit the departed saint 
more, or sung with sweeter melody. 

A CHIUSTIAN LADY. 

Ross, October 2-±, 1856. 
DEAR Sm,-I have just seen a letter from 

Mr. J. Moore, in the October number of the 
EARTHE..."'< VESSEL. As it reflects seriously 
upon the character and conduct of the 
ch_urch under my pastoral care ( to say no
thmg of my own), I feel bonnd to notice it. 
½'.hen you have read my letter, I trust you 
will see that, as a matter of mere justice I 
can claim the same publicity for i~ whicll 
you have given to his. I am sorry that lfr. 
Moore <lit! not make more particular inquiries 
before he ventured to write of a distant church 
as he has. Our strict communion friends 
were as well able as I am to expose the er
roneousness of some of his statements. I 
have repeatedly laid before them the facts of 
the_ case: many of these, indeed, lie within 
their own personal knowledge. Mr. Moore 
states that the church under my care has 
been ~ Part_icu_lar Baptist Church "only in 
name. This 1s a strange misstatement. I 
can confidently assert that it is and has ever 
been, a Particular Baptist Chu~ch in reality 
and not merely in name. ' 

llfr. Moore continues, " In this cause there 
hi:ve been some really sterling men, whose 
mmds have been led to understand the Lord's 
word, as to the character of hiskin~dom "&c. 
I_ pass by the ambiguity of this s;nten~e (I 
smcerely hope ~n undesigned one), for it may be 
understood to rmply that those members who 
did.not ~nderstand t~e Lord's Word just as 
the1~ strict co~mun1on ,~rethren did, were 
not really sterling men. I would onlv no
tic~ the immodest presnmption wbichcliarac
~er!ses the latter part of the quotation, which 
•~m.uates so broadly that we open commu
momsts do not " understand the Lord's 
word" in r<:lation to a point upon which the 
best and WISest of men have held c\iJferent 
opinions. 

l\Ir. Moore goes on to say, "Whatever may 
hav_e been the n'?tions of others upon these 
snbJects, they, ,. e. onr strict communion 
friends, have been enabled to measure Sfi.rit
ual things by the measure of the s..wctuary 
and they ha,·e given preference to God's nil; 
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nnd measure in these mrrttct·s.'' Here is an
other insinuation. I beg to assure you and 
him that we too endeavour "to measure 
spiritual things by the measure of the sanc
tuary, and give preference to God's rule and 
measure in these" and in all "matters." We 
are glad to believe that our strict communion 
friends are conscientious in maintaining their 
peculiar views; that they have a zeal for 
God (though we cannot think it is a zeal ac
cording to knowledge); why cannot Mr. 
Moore believe the same of us? We conscien
tiously believe that the principle of open 
communion is in accordance with the will 
of God, and of the gnat Head of tlie church; 
as well as expedient in itself. Is not .Mr. 
llloore's charity large enough to give us credit 
for this? He says that he endeavoured to 
show the newly-formed church, "that t?-ue 
Christian love was first dra1'-n out and mani
fested to the great Author of salvation, and 
then to his people.'' I am not aware how he 
illustrated this topic. Did he mean to insi
nuate that ours is afal.se Christian love because 
it is "first drawn out and manifested to" 
Christ's people, and then to the Saviour? If 
so, he has greatly mistaken its character. 

To quote !\gain from Mr. Moore's letter,
" The subject of open communion has fol
lowed the advocacy of loose doctrinal views, 
and has for a great number of years been 
the source of many unhappy debates : but 
till recently the mnjority were always on the 
strict side of the question." Any one of the 
friends who have lately left us could have 
told Mr. Moore that these statements are in
accurate. "The subject," preceded the ad
vocacy of all doctrinal views whatsoever. It 
is recorded in the church book that on the 
very dav on which the church was formed, 
" with the exception of 011e individual it was 
ae-reed to admit members of Independent 
churches to occasional communion." It is not, 
therefore, true that "till recently the ma
jority were al ways on the strict side of the 
question." 

And what does Mr. Moore mean by" the 
advocacv of loose doctrinal views," which 
he says preceded many years of recent un
happy debate ? He seems to refer to the 
ministry of the Rev. E. A. Claypole, which 
extended from 1828 to 1849. But the state
ment that Mr. Claypole was an" advocate of 
loose doctrinal views," is one wholly without 
foundation, and which Mr. Moore would find 
it very difficult to prove. 

To quote again,-;--',' However, there has ~een 
a change in the ministry, and by a determ111ed 
effort there is no,v a change in the law also." 
Your readers will certainly infer from this 
language that my predec~ssors in the p_as
toral office held on the subJect of commumon 
different views from those which I hold. 
This, however, is not the case. Every one 
of them was, like myself, an open commu
niouist. They may also infer that the recent 
decision of the church was mainly brought 
about by me, or by the open communion 
members. The fact is, the stdct members 
themselves loudly demanded a settlement of 
the question. One of them ( one of the chief 
supporters of the place) withheld his pew-

rent for a long period until it should be set
tled, and it is still unpaid. Another, when I 
proposed a person for church fellowship, ac
tually moved an 1>.mendment to the effect, 
"that no additional members be received until 
the communion question be settled." It is, 
moreover, incorrect to call the recent decision 
of the church "a change in its laws." The 
original law of the church was, as I have 
proved, that open communion shoulJ be al
lowed; and this law has never been formally 
repealed. 

~fr. Moore says that our" strict friends have 
been driven from their long-loved home." 
They withdrew volunta,·ily, and in opposition 
to the written opinion of the church, that 
they might conscientiously remain, and that 
it was their duty to do 110. He adds," They 
have fought the battle nobly and unflinch
ingly." That they fought it unflinchingly I 
freely admit; but when I remember the in
sulting language which more than one of 
them addressed to their pastor in open church 
meeting, I am forced to question the propriety 
of the other epithet. 

I have felt it my bounden duty to write in 
this strain, as Mr. Moore's letter appears to me 
to call for notice and censure, on account of 
the insinuations and misstatements which it 
contains. I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

FREDERICK LEONARD. 

HIGH WYCOiYIBE. 
BROTHER CAWSE has received and accepted 

the unanimous invitation of the church at 
Newland to become their pastor, and has now 
a threefold settlement-first, in the confi
den<'e and affections of the people; secondly, 
in ministerial usefulness; thirdly, in the pas
tor•s cottage beside the chapel, his address 
now being - "Mr. Cawse, Baptist Chapel, 
Newland, High Wycombe, Bucks." This good 
brother having been brought out of the Con
areaational infant-sprinkling churches, we 
hop~ at his public settlement to have the plea
sure of recording the manner by which the 
Lord led him to unite himself with our de
spised section of the Church. 

MR. FLACK'S MINISTRY. 
ON Tuesday, Nov.18, a crowded meeting was 

hold~n in Dorchester Hall, Mintern-street, in 
the New North-road, Boxton, to congratulate 
Mr. Flack and his friends on the good success 
the Lord favoured them with in the publica
tion of the Gospel. After tea the meeting 
was addressed by the pastor Flack and by the 
brethren Samuel Cozens, P. W. Williamson, 
Joseph Wilkins, Charles Waters Banks, Dix
son, &c., on the Gospel of God. It was a 
model meeting; the subject was well sus
tained; the brethren were all in the right 
spirit. Could such meetings be more fr~quent, 
we think, under God, they would revive our 
drooping churches. Brother Flack is much 
honoured. We hopo God will help them to 
build a good chapel in that new and populoLts 
neighbourhood. 
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A LITTLE CHURCH. 
BTURRY, NEAR CANTERBURY, KENT. 

MY DEAR Bnonrnn,-I have long been wait
ing and hoping- to hear from you, but have 
waiter! in vain. Your heavy trials a.nd afflictions 
have laid heaYy on my mind, and often have I 
carried them to a throne of grace, that the Lord 
would appear for you. Perhaps you thought 
I was gone home. No, my brother, I am still 
in the wilderness, in the sorrowful vale with 
all the trials attendant on so long and painful 
afflictions. Bad indeed have been my suffer• 
ings; still, as my day my strength has been; 
the visits of his grace are very sweet. This 
morning, after waiting upon the Lord with 
some sweetness and liberty, this verse came 
with life and power,-
" Fear not; I am with thee, O, be not dis

may'd, 
I-I am thy God, and wili-sti!l give thee aid; 
I will strengthen thee, help thee, and cause 

thee to stand, 
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 
Then this portion of his holy Word, " As one 
whom bis mother comforteth, so will I com
fort you; and you shall be comforted in J e
rusalem." Bless the Lord, 0 my soul. I 
must tell you a little good news. A strict 
Baptist church was formed here in August 
by Mr. Gerrard of seven believers; one 
added since; and on October 28th, four were 
baptized, and last Sabbath were added to the 
church: the dear Lord was with them. Two 
of them were Brother Fulforth's daughters
seals and first-fruits of Mr. Hancock's min
istry; the other two were males to whom the 
Word had been much blessed. So the little 
band now consists of eleven members and 
their pastor. They are dwelling together in 
love and unity; the Lord is with them, and 
greatly blesses the Word. What bath God 
wrought l SAMUEL FOSTER. 

[This young Mr. Hancock is the immediate 
descendant of a family greatly honoured of 
the Lord. The Editor of this magazine first 
laboured in the same place, and is therefore 
deeply grateful to find the Lord has raised 
up another minister to feed the family of 
Heaven in those parts. We shall ever prny 
that great peace and real prosperity may with 
them be found.-ED. J 

CHURCHES IN MAIDSTONE. 
DEAR FRIEND,-! send a few scraps about 

the cause of God at Maidstone. It is, indeed, 
very low there, and that, as it appears, through 
strife and division. I spoke for the friends 
at Providence Chapel, Moat Road, on Lord's 
day, October 26Lh, but the pince was so very 
thinly attended, and produced within me such 
a heavy depression of spirits, that it was with 
difficulty I got through the day. There are 
evidently some few gracious souls connected 
with that place, and the Word seemed to fall 
acceptably upon their souls. But the cause 
is evidently under a clond; but perhaps so:ne 
dny they may prove the poet's words true,
" Prayer makes the d,irkest cloud withdrnw." 
Mr. Leader, Mr. Dappel, and Mr. Slim have 
each in turn been pastors over this church. 
lt has in past years known much prosperity. 

But some years since a Mr. Knott went down 
as a supply,and although from wei"hty causes 
the influential members and dea~ons could 
not for conscience sake suffer him to remain, 
he opened another place of meetin", and took 
away with him about two-thirds of the church 
and of the congregation. WLat a scourc,e for 
the people of God was this! You will,0 per
haps, and many of your readers, remember 
Mr. Knott, as preaching years ago in London, 
first at Squinies-street, Bethnal Green, and 
subsequently at Bloomsbury Chapel, Com
mercial-road, where Mr. G. Bayfielcl now snc
cessfully labours. In a town of nearly thirty 
thousand inhabitants, it seems as thou"h bet• 
ter things might be hoped for. There ~re also 
some rooms opened by another cluster of 
friends, also divided off from Providence 
Chapel. l\Ir. Gunner was preaching for them 
on the 26th. With the blessing of God, I 
should say a powerful and truthful preacher 
of the Gospel would meet with support. 

There are several free-will places in the 
town, both Baptist and Independent; but the 
flock of slaughter can only feed upon those 
very truths, and drink at those waters which 
such characters defile with their feet. 

I hope next month to send yon a lenc,th
ened revie,v of the cause of truth iu J~hn 
Bunyan's old town, if you think it will be ac
ceptable to the church of God. 

JOSEPH PAI.>IER. 
8, Cranbourn•street, Leicester-square. 

THE VOLUNTARY PRINCIPLE. 
A LARGE and very pleasant meeting was 

holden in "Zion," Goldington Crescent, Old 
St. Pancras Road, on Monday, Nov. 10th. Mr. 
James Nunn, the pastor, presided. Mr. Marks, 
the worthy ancl indefatigable deacon, gave a 
cheerful and interesting report of the pro
gress of the cause during the past sLs: months. 
That chapel had been built and opened six 
years. It cost 1400!. As near as possible, 
they had paid off IOOl. per annum, besides all 
other expenses, the pastor's provision in• 
eluded, and the maintenance of a good Sun
day school. Even during the last six months, 
near fifty pounds had been contributed to
ward the building fund. A steady onwarcl 
course had been pursued ; the Gospel had 
been faithfully, experimentally, and snccess
fully preached, and Mr. Marks hoped they 
should live to see the whole debt cleared off. 
C. W. Banks said it was his privilege to preach 
one of the sermons at the opening of that 
chapel. The text was Zech. viii. 12 :-" The 
seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give 
her fruit, and the ground shall gh·e her in
crease, aud the heavens shall give their dew; 
and I will cause the remnant of this people to 
possess all these things." He said, "The report 
brother Marks had given of the six years 
they had been in that place fully con¥inced 
him, that those precious promises had been 
fully verified in the work of the ministry, 
in the experience of the people, and in the 
success of the cause." He said, " One of the · 
names given to Jerusalem-Aholiba/1-which 
is translated-' My tent and my tabernacle is 
in her,' -seemed to him to represent Mr. 
Nunn's position. In that sacrecl enclosut·e 
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wherein ' Zion ' stands, is both l1is 'tent,' 
for rest and refreshing, and his t:tbernacle 
for worship. Mr. Nnnn was something like 
the harvestman, who, after hard toil, retired 
to rejoice with the joy of harvest. The joy 
of harvest was s&id to be threefold :-a joy 
of safety-the crops gathered in; a joy of 
,<t!lficiency-enongh to meet all demands; a 
joy of sa.tisfnction. When a man reRlises the 
frnit of his labours to the content of his heart, 
he c:tn then rejoice. So the Ch,;stian; when 
sheltered in Ch1;st he is safe; when he views 
by faith the fulness of Christ, he discovers a 
sufficiency for Rll his needs; and when he 
goes into the tabernacle, eats the shrewbread, 
holds communion with God at the mercy
seat, and is enlightened into all the glorious 
mysteries of the kingdom of grace, then he 
is satisfied." Mr. Jen.kins delivered a stirring 
address on the privileges of a faithful Gospel 
ministry. Messrs. Thomas Attwood, Firman, 
and Searle were present, and took part in the 
meeting, and the choir sang several beautiful 
pieces, which added greatly to the sacred 
pleasures of the evening. 

HOXTON TABERNACLE. 
ON Sabbath day, Sept. 27th, the seventh 

annual senices commemorative of the ordina
tion of Mr. J.P. Searle were held in the above 
chapel. The p;1.stor preached as usual, though 
labouring under severe indisposition. On the 
following Monday the annual tea and public 
meeting was held, which was numerously 
att-ended, the proceeds of which, with the sub
scription made by tlae church and congrega
tion, were given to the pastor as the annual 
token of love and esteem for his work's sake. 

The meeting was effectively addressed by 
our old, tried, and constant friend, Brother 
Thomas Jones, in one of his cheerful speeches, 
by Brother Jenkins, Brother Nnnn, and 
others. 

Mr. Cou.nsellor Payne favoured us with his 
company, and gave us a most appropriate and 
telling address, founded on the words of an 
old harvest narrative, which he adapted to 
the seven years' pastoral labour which we 
were that night met to commemorate, alluding 
most sweetly to the continued progress of the 
work, in which he showed we had ploughed 
well in the conversion of sinners, sowed well 
the good old doctrines of our holy faith, 
,·eaped well the old corn or tried saints, or 
else they would not have continued with us, 
moum well the grass or feeble ones, carri.ed 
well those who had continued with us till 
death, lwused well at last in the heavenly 
garner above. Thus he showed that God had 
not permitted one load of hi• own wheat to be 
overthrown, bnt watched o,er his own work, 
sending fruitful showers and ripening sun. 
Like Barnabas, "he was glad when he came 
and saw the work of the Lord," and exhorted 
us all with purpose of heart to cleave unto 
the Lord, saying we had indeed cause to sing 
the u Harvest-home," which he prayed we 
might all do in the final harvest of the resur
rection. Our anniversary services terminated 
with two good sermons preached by our friend 
C. H. Spurgeon.-From a Correspondent. 

BETHESDA CHAPEL, IPSWICH. 
ON Lord's day, November 6th, the ordi

nance of baptism was administered to six per
sons, by T. Poock, in Bethesd1t Chapel, Ips
wich; on which occasion he preached from 
Col. ii. 12, to a large and attentive congrega
tion. The candidates were truly and bless
edly helped to enjoy the presence and power 
of their Lord in his own al?pointed way. Per
haps not very frequently 1s seen a more' af
fecting sight. One of the candidates had her 
aged ungodly parents, who, having heard, 
came from a distance to see their daughter 
go throuo-h the ordinance. Mr. Poock ad
dressed them in a very touching way, with 
their daughter's hand in his from th.e head of 
the baptistery; the poor old man and woman 
hung tbeir heads and appeared somewhat af
fected. 0 that our God may overruJe.it for 
his glory in calling them from sin, and quicken 
them to life. And one other came willingly 
forth, trembling and crying as though his 
heart would burst. This man had been a 
cruel drunken husband, who had gone on to 
such lengths of iniquity, that he appeared to 
have had a legion of devils in him; and one 
night he went home tempted to murder his 
wife and dear children, and just as his door 
was opened the God of Heaven suddenly 
alarmed his guilty conscience, to feel the evil 
of his sin, when, instead of committing the 
horrid act of fourfold murder, he falls at once 
against the door, and for the first time prays, 
" God be merciful to me, and bless my wife 
and my dear children." For some time he 
laboured undera dreadful state of mind, but 
has found mercy; left off drinking for years 
anything but tea and water, and God made 
him a blessing to her he was tempted to mur
der. They both bend at the same family 
altar, were baptized the same day, and are 
both members of the same church. Halle
lujah. I 

ORDINATION OF MR. HENRY LAST. 
ON October 3rd, 1856, the ordination of 

Mr. Henry Last over the Baptist church 
at Waldingfield, Suffolk, took place. lHr. 
Poock, of Ipswich, stated the nature of a 
gospel church, taking Acts xiv. 23, as the 
ground of his remarks. His statements were 
to the point-clear, honest, and faithful. He 
then called upon Mr. Last solemnly and truly, 
as in the sight of the Lord, and in the hear
ing of the assembled church of God, to give 
an honest account of his call by grace, his 
call to the ministry, especially his call to that 
place in particular, his views of divine truth, 
what doctrines he had preached; and what, by 
divine help, he intended to preach. Mr. Last 
rose up, evidently impressed ·with the solemn 
importance of his position, and gave a very 
simple, truthful, unvarnished, satisfactory ac
count of the Lord's mercy and goodness to 
him, and by him, that warmed our souls most 
blessedly. The senior deacon told the deal
ings of God to them as a church, and how sa
tisfied they were the Lord had sent brother 
Last to them. llfr. Poock called upon the 
church to confirm their call by holding np 
their right hands, upon the deacon to give 
the right hand to Mr. Last, upon Mr. Last to 
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do so to the deacon, and to brother Felton to 
give his in token of recognising Mr. Last as a 
brother in the Lord, and a fellow-labourer in 
the Gospel, which he most affectionately did. 
Mr. Poock declared his own feelings, gave a 
congratulatory short address, and concluded 
by solemn prayer. 

Brother Felton, of Zoar Chapel, Ipswich, 
prayed most ardently in the afternoon, and 
gave a charge to our brother Last worthy of 
being in print, from 2 Tim. iv. 2, "Preach the 
word." He pointed out his work as to matter 
and manner, encouragement and discourage
ment, dwelling clearly upon the blessedness 
of preaching Christ, the Word, in all the will, 
work, and way of God's salvation to us poor 
sinners; Ws very heart appeared to be affec
tionately engaged for the glory of his Master, 
and for the good of his cause. 

In the evening brother Large read and 
prayed; brothe~ Collins was expected, but 
illness prevented, so brother Poock gave the 
people a charge from Deut. i. 38, "Encourage 
him." The congregation was good, solemnly 
attentive, the sermon was weighty, and we 
doubt not the blessing of God will crown the 
services of that day. May every blessing 
rest upon our brother, upon his labours, and 
upon the church at Waldingfield. Amen ! 

THE STRICT BAPTIST SOCIETY, 
Fon PnmroTINO THE DocTRINES, PRECEPTS, 

AND ORDINANCES OF THE GOSPEL. 

SocH is the name of a new effort to con-
, centrate ministerial power and influence for 
the furtherance of the truth as it is in Jesus; 
at least, so it is declared; but we are not yet 
in a position to venture anything more than 
a passing notice. We observe Mr. Thomas 
Jones is the. corresponding secretary; and in 
his heart, head, and hands, we have confidence. 
A man so disposed to do good to Zion is not 
to be found every day. We hope he will see 
more prosperity in connection with this ef
fort than he has been fuvoured with in pre
vious associations. 

The society is but in its infancy; young as 
it is, a wild Hare has made a fierce attack upon 
it. The noble secretary beat off the ani
mal; and Mr. Palmer has attended to its 
wounds. And in two letters, published in 
his pamr,hlet entitled," Protesters and Peace
Makers, ' we plainly perceive that the attack 
referred to has been considered in a very se
rious light. One or two sentences rather 
rudely torn out of Mr. Palmer's letters will 
give our distant friends an idea of the un
happy attempt made by the Patriot to cast 
contempt upon the new society. Mr. Palmer, 
writing to the editor respecting the edito1·'s 
animadversions, says,-

with motives of ' miachievoua mnU7nity ;' 
speaks of the 'tiny-headed arrow oj strict 
communion;' snarls in contemotuous mock
ery at a letter of remonstrance: and in a pre
vious article, we find him baptizing, or rather 
aapersing, the City Press, I, Lon~-lane, Lon
don, by the dyslogistic name of ' the head
quarters of A ntlnomianism ! ' 

These few words are sufficient to show what 
kind of charity and sympathy we may look 
for from that section of the professing world 
represented by the Patriot. We hardly think 
there is another section of the Christian com
munity so deeply persecuted as the Particular 
Baptist Church. Surely this is no bad sign? 

DEA TH OF MRS. ANN BRASSINGTO'N. 
FELL asleep in Jesus, on Lord's-day, Oct. 

19th, at the good old age of ninety years, 
Ann Brassington, of D, York-street, City-road, 
member of the Church of Christ meeting for 
the worship of God in Mount Zion Chapel, 
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell. She was a liv
ing witness of the faithfulness of her cove
nant God in Christ, in whom she had been 
brought to trust for more than half a century, 
a tree of the Lord's right-hand planting, 
rooted and grounded in love, and evidenced 
by bringing forth the fruits of righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ to the praise and 
glory of God. She was a hoper in the dear 
Redeemer, lived upon Him, fell asleep in Him, 
and now is for ever satisfied, being with Him 
and like Him. 

Her mortal remains were deposited in the 
silent tomb at Abney-park Cemetery on Tues
day, October 28, in the presence of a great 
many interested spectators and friends; upon 
which occasion her pastor, Mr. Hazelton, ad
dressed the friends from the appropriate words, 
"Sleep in Jesns,"-three words, but a volume 
in them. First, the precious name of Jesus 
to the true believer; secondly, the blessedness 
of union to Him; and, thirdly, the glorious 
effects-" they sleep in Him until the resur
rection morn." 

On Lord's-day evening, November 2, Mr. 
Hazelton improved the solemn event by 
preaching to a large congregation from the 
words chosen by onr aged friend in Psalm 
cxvi. 7 :-" Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul; 
for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
thee." He spoke sweetly and experimentally, 
first, of the glorious and only rest of the 
quickened soul-the person, work, blood, and 
righteousness of the great Son of God; se
condly, the ardent desire of the true Christian 
expressed-" Return unto thy rest;" thirdly, 
the argument used-" for the Lord bath dealt 
bountifully with thee." 

Thus aged saints, matured by grace, are 
being transplanted from this little garden of 
the Lord to bloom immortally where everlast
ing spring abides; but thanks to his holy 
name, He is bringing others in and watering 
the seed sown, making it productive to our 
souls' welfare and his own eternal praise. 

" Now for his articles on the Soho meetiug, 
held by the 'Strict Baptists.' They, and par
ticularly their ministers, are described as ' a 
very peculiar class,' but of utter ,i,significance; 
sneered at as ' the little knot;' contemned as 
' nameless inventors;' stigmatized as ' n. So
ciety of Baptist Stoke,·s;' branded as ' ,ncen
dia,·ies;' accused of' concocting a plot;' aud 
brutalisecl by the compound epithet of 'Soho 
Pursuers.' The same journal charges t!.em 

Fi;:,,R OF DEATH.-! cannot say I have so 
lived that I should not be afraiu to die; but 
this I cau say, I have so learned Christ that 
I am not afraid to die.-Stephen JJ,f a·rshall, 
Pui·itan. 
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A LETTER TO JOSEPH GREENSLADE, 
OF DEVONPORT. 

MY DEAR CHRISTIAN BROTHER,-1 ad
dress these few lines to you through the me
dium of the EARTHEN VESSEL, for the exp1·ess 
purpose that thousands beside yourself may 
read its contents. As soon as I discove1·ed, 
and was fully convinced (as I was from my 
interview in your presence with Mr. Bull, the 
pastor of Hc,w-&treet Chapel, Plymouth), that 
a spirit of persecution was at work against 
me, in the·hearts and hands of the men called 
"ministers of truth," I felt a desire to lay 
the whole of my case, not only before the 
churches, bnt before the world at large; be
lieving that a much more righteous verdict 
will be gh·en me by men of sound sense, than 
is now given by t!iose are called "faithful 
brethren." 

I assure you the unexpected cruel spirit 
manifosted in the dark by those whom I have 
sen•ed in the Gospel, cut me deeply in the 
heart. While in your house, I could scarcely 
sleep at all, and 1 much feared I should be 
cast upon a sick bed two hundred and fifty 
miles from home. You know the Lord 
helped me to preach, but my mind was so in
wardly oppressed that to preach was trying 
indeed. I think but few can conceive the in
ward agonies of my mind while preaching 
the Gospel in Devon port, Stonehouse, and New 
Passage, last week. Nevertheless, I was 
helped; and for your great kindness, and for 
the sympathy of so many friends, I desire to 
return my sincere and most grateful acknow
ledgments. I left Devonport, as you know, 
early last Saturday morning, and, after tra
velling from sernn in the morning until ne&r 
eleven at night, I reached home, wearied, 
faint, and much cast down. On my journey 
I wrote out our interview with ll1r. Bull, and 
also an account of the false reports almost 
everywhere assailing me while in your three 
towns, respecting the management of my 
printing business; and inasmuch as I fully 
believe that IJOt one creature on the face of 
this world will be hurt by me, I purpose to 
issue a pamphlet, descriptive of my past pro
cedure in business, and my present position. 
I am led to adopt this plan because of the 
following circumstances. First, because all 
that night as I tossed on my bed, afte1· our in
terview with Mr. Bull, this word rolled 
over and over in my mind,-" What I tell you 
in darkness, that speak ye in light; and what 
ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the 
house-tops, and fear not them," &c., &c. Se
condly, because, although I have for near 
twelve years exerted myself to the utmost to 
serve the churches, the ministers, and the 
cause of truth at large, and although, after 
my nffairs have undergone the closest inves
tigation by legal authorities, and a most hon
ourable re-instntement of my business in the 
hands of my son, for the purpose of fully and 
finally paying every one, has been arranged, 
yet not a siugle person ever came to me, to 
ascertain the truthfulness of my position; 
but, according to Mr. Bull's showing, they 
stand at a <ii.stance, they receive any tidings 
that may be brought to them, and then hurl 

such denunciations at me-in secret-n11 
would be enough to cast me headlong into 
despair and perdition, if the Lord had not up
held me. Therefore, as I seek a thorough in
vestigation, I am 1·esolvcd (the Lord permit
ting) to publieh the truth in n pamphlet en
titled, "Words by the Wayside; or, a Journey 
to l'lymouth," &c., and then leave a discern
ing people to judge for themselves. Thirdly, 
I purpose to do this because I have, in town 
and country, a great number of Christian 
friends, to whom the Lord hath blessed my 
labours, both from the pulpit and the press. I 
would not suffer their minds to be falsely 
wounded without an effort to give them TlIE 
TRUTH OF THE CASE, for all the world. God 
helping me, therefore, I will give the promised 
statement, and I hope the apfrobation of 
Heaven will rest upon the effort. Last Lord's 
day, the day after my return from the West, 
I felt unfit for pulpit labours, but I went 
through the privileges of the day better than 
I could expect. In the morning I spoke from 
these words "Make haste, my beloved." My 
dependence on Ch1·ist, my desires toward Him, 
and our delight in his service, occupied a few 
moment's consideration. In the evening, I 
had these words, " Wherefore lift up thy 
prayer for the remnant that is left" (Isaiah 
xxxvii. 4). It was a solemn time, our atten
dance was good, and some declared the Lord 
powerfully spoke to them. Thus, my dear 
friend, the hope that a Triune Jehovah will 
revive us as a people, and help me in true de
votion, and in an honourable usefulness, to 
continue, 1u1<l to finish my course, is with 
your servant in the Gospel, 

CHARLES WATERS B.UIKS. 
November ll), 185G. 

REMARKS ON THE THEORY OF "A 
BLAST." 

DEAR Sm,-Having no personal knowledge 
of your correspondent, wrong feelings will, I 
hope, neither be shown or imputed. From the 
scraps of his experience, I trust his heart is 
right Godward; nevertheless, the muddled 
nature of his communication needs exposing. 
It is, indeed, a matter of solemn importance 
to be called of God to stand between the liv
ing and the dead, and is the cause of much 
soul exercise before the Lord to know how to 
preach pure Gospel to perishing sinners. I, 
like your correspondent, have thought much 
on this question, and yet have m·rived at very 
diflercnt conclusions. 

The grand question that "A Blnst" consi
ders stands thus:-" Does the Gospel require 
the obedience of faith from those who hear 
it?" He says it does; I affirm it does not. I 
will state my opinion, with its proofs, nncl 
leave tho godly reader to judge. I may just 
say that Mr. Huntington lonthed the idea of 
duty-faith, and with regard to dear Bunyan, 
though I Jove his works, yet I find many a 
remark I cannot receive as pure Gospel. 

That the Gospel is a revelation of the will 
of God to all men, I cannot believe, neither 
can it be proved from Scripture. That it is to 
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be preached to all I readily grant, but there is I are taught by the Spirit the bondao-e of the 
nothing in the Gospel for any whole-hear\ed Law, are led to flee to the Gospel; ~II others 
sinner. The Law belongs to them, they hve are under condemnation already, and it is 
under, are bound to obey it, and die under made evident, for they believe not on Christ. 
its condemnation. The will of God, as shown Faith is a spiritual act, and can alone be 
in the Gospel, is a will of salvation, called performed by a spiritual person, and yet ( we 
good-will-Luke ii. 14. As many as are or- are told) God requires it of every natural 
tlained to eternal life are interested in it- man. "Does man's weakness throu(Th sin inca• 
Acts xiii. 48. The Gospel is intended for pacitate him from performing a spiritual act?" 
the sheep; they hear, believe, and follow I answer, No. Adam, in ltis pnrity, could not 
Christ. The origin of the Gospel was love, do what" A Blast" considers to be the duty of 
eternal love; in its manifestation it is sent to all men. Man's fall has not disabled him from 
all whom the Lord our . God will call; in its paying this debt; his inability here is that he 
effects life and immortality are brought to is not created anew in Christ Jesus. God's 
light by it. elect are quickened into spiritual life, they 

If your correspondent can show that God then perform spiritual acts, such as believing. 
bas good-will to all, then he may make the "A Blast" considers it the creature's duty 
Gospel a revelation to all. I sum it up thus:- to do what the Saviour is exalted to give. 
1st. The Gospel is a revelation of the love of Judge, ye spiritual readers, how these two 
God, but not to all-Rom. v. 8, John xiii. 1. agree? Faith is the gift of God, yet God de-
2nd. The Gospel is full of mercy and, good mands it of every creature. The Holy Spirit 
news, but "A Blast" makes the delivery of it reveals Christ, bnt here we find Adam's sons 
more dreadful even than Sinai's thunders. are set to make brick without straw. 
Christ says-" I come not to destroy men's "A Blast" says, " Our depravity, though it 
lives, but to save." 3rd. The Gospel reveals leaves us without power to pay," &c. This 
God's righteousness-Rom. i. 17-but it is ground is not allowed; the position is not 
from faith to faith-from a faithful God to a tenable. Man's depravity disabled him from 
believing heart. obeying the Law, but certainly not from be-

The condition of man is dependent upon lieving the Gospel. The Gospel shows the 
divine sovereignty; but "believing" is the nature ot the Law's demands more fully, but 
test of our sonship-not the condition, but it does not reiterate them. The Gospel is for 
the evidence. If the Gospel requires the obe- the poor, the needy, the blind, the lame, &c., 
dience of faith, then we make it conditional, such as are made sensible of their disease by 
and the dispensation of it (as" A Blast" terms the Holy Spirit. To tell the poor sensible 
it) is at variance with the covenant, and we sinner it is his duty to believe, he ought to 
must preach it thus:-" Ye may all have the believe, it is a damning sin that he don't be
blessings of the Gospel if ye will believe; lieve, &c., would be only mocking his distress, 
but if ye will not have it, ye shall be eternally for it is the honest desire of bis soul to be 
lost." But our Gospel is not yea, nay, but yea enabled to do this. It is not whether he will, 
and amen-" I will," and "they shall." "A but may he ?-will the Lord give power? 
Blast" tallcs much of God's requiring certain "A Blast" farther says, the fact of it being 
things from men. God is creditor, man is declared to all proves it to be the duty of all 
debtor; of course Christ is left out; but is it to believe. This is a very poor argument. It 
Law or Gospel that leaves Him out? It must is to be preached to all because the Lord has 
be the Law; therefore, "A Blast" preaches Law a people among them to save; but that all are 
instead of Gospel. concerned in it, as "A Blast" affirms, is alto-

Christ said-" I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord gether untrue. Perhaps he will in his next 
of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these inform us how they are concerned in it-whe
things,'' &c. But "A Blast" considers men as ther it is in the purpose, the promise, or the 
doubly guilty for not finding what the Lord power? If their concern is a concern of in
has hid. terest-he s!\ys it "concerns every creature" 

Proportion was found in all the Old Testa- -perhaps he will tell us whether it is their 
ment worship, and this is much more fully re- salvation or damnation, or both? If their 
vealed in the New; but what proportion is salvation, can th!\t concern be ever erased or 
there in the Lord saying one thing and mean- altered ?-if their damnation, then the Gospe~ 
ing another? "No man can come," and yet which is in striking contrast to the ministry 
they are to be mocked by inviting them and of condemnation-2 Cor. iii.-is turned at 
offering them something which was never in- once into a killing letter ;-if both salvation 
tended for them. "A Blast" tries to make and damnation, then tile concerns are condi
his point evident from the nature of Jehovah's tional and subject to change. Alas for man's 
record. To sum it up in a few words, he inconsistency I I think your correspondent 
wishes it to be seen that the promises and in- needs to be taught the way of God more 
vitations are all general, relating to all. Of perfectly. 
course, if there are punishments for disobedi- "A Blast" further says the nature of the 
ence, there are 1·ewards for obcdi~nce, and faith required is obvious, though he objects to 
thus Jehovah's record is a system of rewards the term" savingly believe," which it strikes 
and punishments. This sort of Gospel is me is not half so obscure as his theory. He 
merely a new name for the Law, a word suited writes of '' duty to submit to Cbrist" ( which 
to the strong and good, but not for poor help- is neither Law nor Gospel), that they may be 
less sinners. Every man is under Smai's law; saved. Then we must suppose there is some 
by this all will be judged. " If thou doest possibility of salvation after all. No otber 
shalt thou not be accepted," &c. Those who faith can possibly be allowed by him but sav-
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ing faith. Was there not faith in the ten 
lepers - vet in only one of a saving sort? 
Was not jerusalem destroyed for rejecting the 
Messiah ?-was this in a national way, as their 
king, or in a saving way? If in a saving way, 
then Christ wished to save them, but they 
would not, and the will of the creature ruled 
and overcame the will of the Lord. " How 
often would I have gathered thee, &c., but 
ye wou4d--11ot," &c. Are there no benefits at
tendmglevel\ • natural faith? Look at Eng
la~.iom~ef. ·1'!Th Spain. Believing is the 
teSt of discilfeship, and unbelief or disobe
dience (for uie words are the same) is the 
badge of the reprobate, and such shaJl be 
damned. 

.A 'llatu9l. faith in Christ is valuable in 
elllthly. '!di tters. Tyre and Sidon rejected 
Ch~ this way; their condemnation is, 
therefore. ~ater than that of Sodom, for they 
had not the same light, privileges, &c. 

I shall brieil,, in conclusion. state mv 
,hc,r:.,;hts on one· point-viz. how ·far Adam~s 
sons a:-e responsible under the Gospel. 

I bel.ie,e e,erv man is bound to the Lord as 
?-i5 ael"'':'den_t crearnre: and-when the Gospel 
1s proc,:lllI!ec he 1s called npon to listen to it, 
Lo "e.igh o,er its c.ontents, to consider his 
-ways. to attend the public means of grace 
wherein Chri..<t is set forth. and also dili,,"ently 
to peruse that Word which contains the on!, 
re-.ealed will oi Jeho.-ah-these are responsi
bilities connected with our creature standing, 
ana .:he neglect of which -will add to the con
demnation of all such. The Lord told the 
Jews the Gospel shonld be taken from them 
and given to a nation which bringeth forth 
the fruits thereof. These are the fruits jnst 
named; but as to the performing spiritual 
acts, it is quite ont of the question. It is for 
want of a right distinction here that " A 
Blast" holds forth duty-faith. The Scriptures 
he quotes, if considered with many others in 
this light, will compose one harmonious whole. 
I have glanced at this matter more briefly than 
I like, but perhaps several wiser heads and 
more able hands than mine will be engaged 
in overthrowing this theory. I hope ever to 
contend for consistency. Our Gospel trum
pet is made of one piece. While my tongue 
can speak or my pen write, 1 hope to make a 
stand against all such mongrel systems as 
dnty-fairb, believmg it fills the Church with 
hypocrites and makes the heart of God's 
people sad.-Y ours to serve in the Gospel, 

Swine.ahead. W. BARRINGER. 

GOXE TO REA VEN; 
OE. RECOLLECTIONS OF A HAPPY UNION WITH 

THE CHURCH ONCE MEETING JN CROSBY 
Row; AND A TABLET IN MEMORY OF THE 
LA.TE MRs. EsTHER RussELL. 

THIB Christian woman (the beloved wife of 
Mr. John Rossell, of Bermondsey) was in 
early life awakened to a deep sense of her sin
nership condition, under the ministry of the 
late Joseph Irons, and her soul was most com
fortably and effectually_ set at happy liberty; 
and for more than thirty years she was in
deed a living epistle of the truthfulness of 
sovereign grace-of the faithfulness of God 

-of the immeasurable value of the Re
deemer's person-of the preciousness of a 
living faith in the Gospel, of the happy 
privileges of the communion of saints, and 
of an obedient observance of all the ordi
nances of the Lord's house. Soon after her 
release from Sinai, and her ascension by faith 
to Mount Zion, she was baptized, and united 
to the church under the pastoral care of Mr. 
George Francis, of Snows Fields, by whom, as 
an under-shepherd, she was much favoured for 
a number of years. When that valuable ser
vant was called home, she removed, with some 
others, to Crosby Row, and continued under 
the ministry of C. W. Banks, at Crosby Row 
and Unicorn Yard Chapels, until her last ill
ness laid her aside, and death removed her to 
her happy home. I may say she was a devoted 
and useful member of that church, and in 
connection with several godly and charitable 
members of the same community, the Dorcas 
Society was formed, made a blessing to a mul
titude of poor people; a.nd I am pleased to 
know it still continues to extend its blessings 
among the needy of the church, and the de
solate districts round about. I have been a. 
member of the same church from its com
mencement in 1843. I have witnessed its in
fant weakness, its growth until it numbered 
above two hundred and fifty members; I have 
watched the lives of a great number of its 
members, and the benevolent exertions of its 
sick-miting, its Dorcas, and its other socie
ties: and although, as a church, it has been 
comparatively but little known; although its 
pastor has been the subject of such severe 
trials as fall to the lot of but few men; al
though · none of onr deacons have been 
worldly wise or wealthy men; still, I do be
lieve that church has been a great blessing 
to many precious souls, and I have a lively 
hope that brighter days do yet belong to that 
part of the mystical body of Christ upon the 
earth. How sweet and refreshing have the 
seasons been to my soul, when prayer was 
fervent, praise was warm and cheerful; and 
the preaching was accompanied with great 

.power. Removed as I now am into green 
and grassy meads, I still cherish the fondest 
hopes that ere long I may again unite with 
the remnant yet remaining to celebrate the 
doing, the dying, and the risen glories of 
our most holy and ever-blessed Saviour-God, 
Jesus, the sinner's friend. 

The Lord did such /:l'reat things for me in 
that place, that the Editor and his readers 
must forgive me if I indulge a little in recol
lections of the past. I well remember our 
pastor, C. W, Banks, baptizing one evening 
twenty-one persons, and most of them far ad
vanced in life. I consider the Lord made him 
useful to a good degree in gathering in and 
establishing believers who had been many 
years travelling in the old beaten path of tri
bulation towards the temple of eternal praise. 
Walking round silently one morning among a 
few of the yet remaining trees that still grow 
in the garden, I missed almost all I once 
knew. I said to my rather deaf companion, 
" What is become of all the old faces nud the 
dear friends?" "Gone home to heaven," was 
the reply. "Where is James Blake, the leading 
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deacon-that noble-looking, steady-walking, 
right-hand friend of the pastor and of the poor 
-the good man who would often preach us 
nice little sermor,s when the pastor was not 
present?" "He is gone home to heaven!" 
"But where is old Master Styles-the old 
man who would pray so loud, so long, a.nd so 
fervently; always sat right unde: the pulpit, 
and would so frequently lift up his hand, and 
then lay it down on the head of his stick with 
so much meaning and emphasis-as though 
he would say,' Truth, pastor: go on.'-Where 
is he?" '' He is gone home to heaven.'' 
"Thomas Guy-that great gipsy sinner-that 
Spitalfields blasphemer, w horn God, in his great 
mercy, fetched out of Satan's kingdom; whose 
conversion to God, whose possession of grace 
was so wonderfully manifest-where is he? " 
'' Gone to heaven. Crossing London Bridge 
one morning, he was suddenly seized with 
cholera, which carried him off in a swift and 
happy chariot to the brighter and the better 
world." [ At this moment the clerk, our bro
ther Elijah Packer, commenced the service by 
giving out a hymn. My companion and I 
were silent; but what I afterwards learned I 
will relate in my next. J 

.AN EPllllAillllTE nr THE Woons. 

FALSE FIRE NOT LIVING FAITH. 
ALL sober Christians will read the following 

original letter with approbation. 
CIU!tle St,·eet, SaUsbury. 

Nov. 3rd, 1856. 
DEAR Cousm,-1 am thankful that God, 

the everlasting Father, puts it into your heart 
to deal kindly with me. I do hope it may 
please God to put me into the place in ques
tion. He knows I want it, and He gives me 
faith to believe He cares for me. Faith, did I 
say? Oh, what a word for a sinful mortal to 
utter I Faith in the kind and gracious provi
dence of the eternal God. To believe that 
God-the living God-He who made the 
world; He who made man, and made him up
right; He who banisb.ed from bis presence, 
and sentenced him to perpetual death for his 
disobedience; He who again compassionated 
him by giving his only beloved Son to stand 
in his place, and receive his stripes, that he 
might be taken into favour; lle who put forth 
his Almighty power in this Mediator, to de
stroy Death, and him that had the power of ' 
Death, and who rose from the grave trium- . 
phant; He, I say, puts forth the sltlile arm, 
exercises the same power on my unbelieving 
heart, that I should believ-0 in Him as my God 
and Saviour. Say what you'.will, dear Cousin, 
creed is not faith-system is not believing. I 
How many whose religion is only in their no- : 
tions of a system and a creed I You kuow 
better, and so does every one who verily be- , 
lieves in God; for God burns up all notions to , 
make room for realities. There is but one 
way to heaven, and that way is Christ. But 
Christ in theory, is not Christ the Saviour of 
sinners; it must be Christ in the heart, by , 
the Spirit of God, whereby He is all to the 
sinner, and everything else nothing. Oh, what 
lessons upon lessons does God give his chosen 
ones before they thus '.believe I faith must 

centre in Christ, it must have its sent in the 
heart, and must be of the operating power 
of God the Holy Ghost. Renee every one 
that is tau/('ht of the Holy Ghost is taught of 
Christ, as nis atoner and justifier. And be 
who is thus taught has peace with God, and 
believes he is God's to all eternity, and that 
in tim~e' wm not forsake him. He be
lieve .. ·.if~ are all ordered by Him, and 
thiW .·.: n11,~ ,·nful things •h. all work to
getlw-ft>r hi& ·gi · , and the glory and exalt
ation di CJmst. e re!~ th• God's eye 
is perpetually u~ hlm, for good, . Slfd that 
the whol4! w:orloilllP,t his serriee, ·n,.,.;kearts 
of all •~ ate ,ttrned and moved· so as to 
benefit ~-- J,1'Jy he believes all things, 
and hope~ngs, in Christ. 'Wha(, then, 
is a creed to 'him, a system, a name? It is 
worthless, being without attraction to his 
soul, because it is an idol. Thus, Cousin, 
God teaches me, and though unbelief often 
rages within my depraved heart, yet, by 
faith in Him, I learn to despise all that man 
in our day is so excited about, and for ever 
coveting-Fame. 

We must have suhstance. I pray God will 
keep yonr eye to this fact, in all your minis
trations. The Devil has kindled a false fire 
in our day, and thousands upon thousands 
are excited to the highest pitch with it. Oh, 
for the gentler fire of the Holy Ghost, to 
witltdraw the heart from man, that it may 
be prepared for eternity. 

Pardon my freedom with yon-I could 
ever hold my tongue-but the times call 
for warnings! God help yon to stand clear 
of men, for bis name's sake. Amen. 

Yours sincerely, 
B. WA.n:as. 

NEW BIRTH. 
THE soul that·s born again 

Can never more transgress, 
Created by the great I AM, 

In spotless holiness. 
This incorrupted seed, 

For ever shall abide, 
For God this hidden life shall feed, 

And keep it near his side. 
He dwells within the heart, 

And keeps the soul alive, 
And waters it in every part, 

To make it grow and thrive. 
But what is born of flesh, 

Corrupted flesh remains; 
And though some paint it oft a.fresh. 

They cannot bide the stains. 
The flesh and spirit, then, 

Are of a different kind,
The spirit soars away from men, 

The flesh to earth confined. 
Then he that's born again 

In spirit must confess, 
That thou~h the flesh remains unclean, 

The spirit is sinless. 
Wash' d in a Saviour's blood, 

And purified from sin, 
It never goes astray from God, 

Nor worships aught but Hilll. 
St. Helier, Jerst3. 
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,; PROTESTERS A}ID PEACE-MAKERS." 

Suen is the leading title of another pamf.hlet 
issued by Mr. Collingl'idge, of the City I ress, 
011 the great controversy which bas so long 
been agitati11g the weaker parts of the visible 
Clrnrch. 

This pamphlet is by Mr. William Palmer, the 
respected minister of Homerton-row Chapel, 
and is one of a rather startling character. 
lllr. Palmer is just the man to take 11p ques
tions or this kind; he is quite at home in con
troversy. A more acute and powerful writer 
cannot be found in our section of the Baptist 
uody. The pamphlet now before us will folly 
j usti(,· this assertion. But what Mr. Palmer 
or am· of us have to do with all this noise is 
mystery to us. We will speak plainly. Mr. 
Palmer takes the part of Dr. Campbell against 
Mr. Binney, Mr. Lynch, Newman Hall, and a 
large number of the Congregational clergy. 
But the grand question is here-Is there any 
difference at heart among these gentlemen 
touching the essential doctrines and the vital 
principles of our Christian faith,? None 
whatever. We can view the controversy, as 
between Dr. Campbell and Mr. Binney, in no 
other light than a striving for the mastery. 
Cannot Mr. Palmer see to the bottom of all 
this? Most speedily, and ,villingly, too, would 
we tear off the mask and lay the secret of 
their editorial fighting bare; but we must not 
put a weapon iuto those hands which can as 
easily pursue a brother to death as they can, 
professedly, espouse the cause of truth. Nay, 
indeed ; dumb dogs are dangerous, and we 
must avoid them if possible. We highly 
esteem Mr. Grant; we are satisfied he was 
sincere in his review. Mr. Collingridge, also, 
has nobly fought the battle, and his zeal in 
defence of pure Protestant principles is cer
tain to bring him a rich reward ; but as for 
some of the parties who have rushed into this 
battle-field of literary and theological conflict, 
we think them no better than Jesuits, and it 
grieves us sadly to find that deception can 
carry on such a trade. 

In Mr. Palmer's pamphlet we have first a 
brief history of the controversy, then we have 
a number of letters written by him to difler
en:t persons, and the finish is a short essay on 
" Negative Theology." 

To us Mr. Palmer's "Reflections on Ncga
til"e Tlieology" are beyond all price or commen
dation. They sliould be printed separately and 
circulated by millions. Mr. Palmer, we thank 
you, sir, most gratefully for this powerful ex
posure of" Negative Theology," and for uniting 
therewith expositions of the covenant plan of 
salvation, so pure, so puritan-like, and so con
clusive. The fact is, this" Negative Theology" 
is like a ghost that has been frightening the 
children, and some of the servants too, in 
Zion. As we have gone our rounds, trying to 
answer the question-" Watchman! what of 
the night?" many a poor frightened creature 
has called out, " I say, watchman! have you 
heard anything about old 'Negative Theo
logy? '-it has so frightened us! We under
stand it was brought into London by one 
Lynch, that Mr. Grant fetched it a heavy blow 
in Fleet-street, but that only made it the more 

wild. Then some good people, such as doc
tors, news-makers, printers, and publishers 
sent out warnings to warn the peopld 
against this old ghost 'Negntive Theology.' 
But, Mr. Watchman, can you tell us, have you 
seen the ghost? Do yon think. it will do us 
any harm?" 

Our reply has always been-" We believo it 
is a spurious, a Satanic effort to throw the 
Gospel into the shade, and we believe that 
this 'ghost' is 'going about,' seeking whom 
she may d_evour ; but truth is mighty, and 
must prevail; nevertheless, 'Let Zion's watch
men all awake, and take the alarm they 
give.'" 

We quote one or two paragraphs from Mr. 
Palmer's " Reflections.'' His account of the 
new theology in ~ermany is analogous to 
many movements m our own country. We 
would enlarge, but have not room. We say 
-Hold up the Bible. Whatever comes let not 
the Bible be closed or cast away. ' In his 
" Reflections," Mr. Palmer says:-

" Negative Theology ! ' \\ hat is it ? ' some 
will ask. ' How is it to be known ? and in 
what body does it come?' It comes in no 
body at all; _for it has n_one: none, at least, of 
its own. Neither haG 1t a soul; for it is as 
destitute of a _soul as ft. i~ of a body, It ig
nores all bodies of d1vm1ty; all theolo,,ical 
systems. It is a 11egation of all the doct~ines 
of sovereign grace; a substitution of natural 
for supernatural religion. At its core it is 
Pantheistic, and in its various forms it is im
plicitly Deistical. In a word, it is an apos
tacy from the truth as it is in Jesus; and from 
the light of revelation to the darkness of 
reason. 

"It was Wolf who introduced into Germany 
a species of biblical criticism, which pre
sently subverted the foundations of Lutheran 
orthodoxy. At first this new theology was 
designated Rationalism, ancl the place as
signed to it was midway between orthodoxy 
and pure deism. B11t its real auimus is na
turalism against supernaturalism, or reason 
versus revelation. Christianity is held to be 
a positive institution appointed for the good 
of mankind, and authorised by revelation. 
But even this is mere pretension. For if I re• 
cei ve a system- social, ethical, or theological 
-only so far as it accords with my reason, 
and because it accords with my reason, it is 
evident that I accept it on that ground, and 
on that ground only, the authority presenting 
it-however august-weighing nothing with 
me. This is the case with the Neologist. His 
faith is in his head, not in his heart; in his 
brains, not in his Bible. He is a believer in 
himself, not in God. He is, virtually, an in
tellectual idolater, not a Christian belicwer. 
Reason, 11ot revelation, is the basis of his be
lief. 

" It is not by Christ's dying for my good, 
but by his dying in my stead, that I have a 
legal salvation ; for j nstice is not an emu/ion, 
but an attribute. Headship, not friendship, is 
the root of a meritorious redemption. Sub~ti• 
tution, not heroism, renders my salvation 
righteous, honourable, and certain. Si~s !'re 
debts by which we owe so much of sullorrng 
to divine justice; Jesus is a Covenant Head, 
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Surety, nnd Substitute; these debts,contracted 
by his people, are imputed to Him; where 
i:uilt is imputed, punishment falls; and the 
infliction of penal punishment-in kind and 
quantity-upon the surety instead of the sin
ner, renders salvation a righteous thing with 
God. To withhold it would be a breach of 
promise, the violation of acquired rights, and 
the perpetration of an eternal wrong upon the 
Redeemer and the reileemed. That Christ is 
an example to us, both in service and in suffer
ing, is a fact clearly established; but it is im
putation, not imitation, that justifies and saves 
us. We are bought with a price. A wrong 
has been done; an equivalent is demanded; a 
bill of acceptance is given by a surety; full 
payment of that dreadful bill is rendered, ac
cepted, and acknowledged; and the atonement 
is complete. It is compensatory and satisfac
tory; and the last because it is the first. The 
death of Christ can never be· supplemented. 
God is gracious, because the atopement is effi
cacious; and the atonement is sufficient because 
it is efficient. An in-efficient atonement can 
never be a suf-ficient one; for its suf-ficiency 
lies in its ef-liciency. Salvation stands in the 
will of the Father, in the work of the Son, 
and in the witness of the Spirit. In the first, 
we see sovereignty; in the second, we observe 
certainty; and in the third, an efficient minis
try. Thus Love, Blood, and Divine Energy 
are united friends, and will never part. Mercy, 
Merit, and Might always travel in the same 
train, are co-existent and co-extensh-e. Pur
pose, Purchase, and Power act in concert, 
upon the same objects, and with a view to the 
same ends. The Covenant, the Cross, and the 
Conscience are harmoniously connected; and 
'what God hath joined together let not man 
put asunder.' 

" When the new theology got possession of 
the universities, the pulpits, and the press of 
Germany, it swept like a pestilential blast 
over the whole land, smiting, and wasting and 
destroying every precious thing. The streams 
of morality and religion were poisoned in 
their-sources. Professors lectured upon every
thing but the Bible. One professor delivered 
a few lectures on Genesis, and therr dropped 
the practice for twenty yenrs; another 
dropped it for ten; and others had longer or 

· shorter lapses. The Bible went out of fashion. 
There was no demand for it. Nobody wanted 
it. Nobody cared about it. At Leipsic-the 
mart of literature-so great was the famine 
at one time, that not a Bible or a Testament 
could be procured in any of the booksellers' 
shops." 

We may return to this subject next month. 

SIN TAKEN AWAY.-There is no past, pre• 
sent, or to come which Christ did not pay 
down the price of his blood for upon the 
cross; and yet a believer will avoid and 
hate sin ns much as if all his sins were to 
pay for yet, knowing that he is ncit redeemed 
to sin, but from sin; not that he may sin, 
but thnt sinning, he may not suffer for sin; 
Christ is risen for oru· justification.-Sa/t
marsh. 

SOLEMN THOUGHTS ON THE SURREY 
GARDE}lS TRAGEDY.' 

So much has been said and written on the 
above fearful event, that we resolved to say 
nothing, but think the more. Into our hands, 
however, a pamphlet has been thrown for re
view, bearing the following title:-" A Pen 
and Ink Portrait of the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon; 
or, The Broken Sermon and the Threefold 
Verdict·of the Jury, the Press, and the Di
vine Word, on the Fearful Calamity in the 
Surrey Gardens, Comprehending a Faithful 
Review of Mr. Spurgeon's Ministry." 

We cannot criticise, but we quote tile fol
lowing paragraphs as furnishing serious mat
ter for reflection :-

" lNTRODUCTio~.-For full five-and-twenty 
years I have been watching the movements of 
men who profess to be the servants of the 
Most High God, and no small observation 
have I made of the character and conduct of 
those several associations and communities 
called Christian Churches, and Xew Testa
ment Associations;-! have read also, some
what largely, the history of men and ministers 
who have been noted in their day; but never, 
no never, did I ever witness such an excite
ment-such a commotion-such grief en the 
one hand, or such persecution, rage, or cruel 
misrepresentation on the other hand, as that 
week produced which extemled from Mondav 
morning, October 20th, to Sunday, October 
25th, and in fact, long after t.1:iat period. 
Every paper in the kingdom, alraost every 
pulpit in Christendom, every peer around the 
t!Jrone of her i\lajesty, every politician in his 
club-house, and every common prater in the 
petty meetings of our intelligent dominions 
have teemed with expositions, and in many 
cases with awful denunciations, of the chief 
leaders in that frightful calamity to which I 
now refer. The spirit of the British press 
has spoken out freely, boldly, and unmistake
ably. The very life-blood of our great politi
cal and literary penmen has been drawn out 
nearly to the full stretch of its power. We 
have had an opportunity of ascertaining n10re 
fully than ever how far the gren.t power of the 
Press is directly, if not blasphemously opposed 
to the truth, the genius, the spirit, an,l the 
aims of _the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And 
certainly, I do declare, if we are to judge of 
the real character of our nation by the spirit 
and tone of the press-if the journals which, 
in the aggregate, circulate by millions, do 
fairly and faithfully represent the minds and 
give expression to the feelings of the masses 
of our people-then, beyond all question, 
England for the most part is not only anti
ovangelical, not only spiritually dead, not 
only sunk in ignorance of Divine revelation, 
not only carnal and sold under sin, but she is 
so awfully tainted with that sarcastic, that 
Atheistic, and that truth - denying, and 
spirit-defying element, as may justly cause 
the Redeemer himself and every truly de
voted servant of Christ to cry out-' Judge 
me, 0 God, and plead 'fllY cause against 
an ungodly nation: 0 deliver me f,·orn the de
ceitf11l and u11Just man.' • , • From the almost 
infidel outcry that has been raised by reason 
of this calamity, let England see when and 
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ho,r she stands. n, virtue of a Divine Provi
dence, she has nom;nall!J, at any rate, n Pro
testant throne, a Protestant Church, a Pro
testant clergy, and a large body of Protestant 
Nonconformists-and for these bulwarks to 
the safet, of our land we can never be too 
thankfnf; but let the Protestantism of our 
throne be shaken-let the outside walls of our 
Protestant Church be removed-let the Pro
testant spirit of our nation be a little more 
weakened-and then it would not be long ere 
the land would be deluged with floods of infi
delit:,, with the impure outbreaks of l\Ior
rnonic indecencies, Puseyitish vanities, Rom
ish persecutions, and S:itanic corruptions, 
which, in a little while, would bring upon us 
a painful verification of that singular pro
phetic declaration recorded in Hosea xiv.; and 
which points, in some measure, to the spiri
tual decay of Gospel England, who, nnder the 
name of Ephraim, is said to 'feed on the 
wind; to follow after the East wind; daily to 
increase in lies and desolation; and to make 
a covenant with the Ass_yrians.' If there be 
any trnth in these remarks, then three things 
are incumbent on all true British Christians: 
first, sincere gratitude for a Protestant throne, 
and for Protestant walls and bulwarks; se
concily, fervent and united prayer to Heaven 
that our Protestantism may be more pure, 
more perfect, more powerful, more in accord
ance with the Protestantism of Christ and his 
Apostles when first the Gospel kingdom was 
set up: and, thirdly, it doth surely devolve 
upon the faithful servants of Christ, and upon 
all true Gospel Churches, to labour to shake 
themselves from the dust of sloth, of pride, of 
carnal and petty dissensions ; and to arise, 
putting on the beautiful garments of zeal, and 
united effort to spread abroad the name and 
fame of our glorious Lord.• 

In a subseqnent pa.rt of this most interest
ing pamphlet, the writer says:-

" Mr. Spurgeon knows right well that thick 
clouds of carnal chaff surround him in every 
place. I have. known some of his zealous 
admirers, and ardent followers for years, and 
with all the charity I can bring to hear upon 
their character and condition, I am compelled 
to stand in doubt of them. Is it then any 
wonder that this young man thunders out 
his solemn denunciations against ' that hold
ing the truth in unrighteousness,' which he 
knows to be so prevalent. Mr. Huntington 
said, in his day, 'we have ~Ji?g troops of 
professors in London, cons1strng of some 
thousands who look no further than, "lo 
here ! " and "lo there ;" -and as soon as their 
"lo " i.s heard, they are all waved and moved 
as the trees of the wood with every wind of 
doctrine.' And 'flying troops' are found in 
our day too; and I am sure every true
hearted minister of Christ will, sooner or 
later, prove them to be of no real good, either 
to himself or to the eh nrch, unless God uses 
him to fan them, to shake them, to kill them, 
and then in Christ to lift them up in 
righteousness and true holiness; and that 
such a work might he given to our young 
Southwark hero, shall be my prayer. He 
would, in such a ca&e, be a blessing to Zion, 

indeed; bnt if he merel!J gathers up the loose, 
the licentious, the dissatisfied, the ambitious, 
the heady, and the high-minded of all other 
ch:1rches, his popularitl will sinlc with disnp
pomtment and sorrow. 

This pamphlet contains more original 
thought, more powerful illustration, more 
sterling matter for reflection, than any we 
h:we read on the subject before. We think 
the following paragraph most invaluable:-

" Both Ca1ttion and Co11Solation are fetched, 
by faith, out of Jehovah's gracious and trying 
dispensations. Let us fully believe that even 
this exceeding"sorrowful and amazingly mys• 
terious calamity is to teach us all some whole
some and essential lessons. Many sober and 
godly Christian men have thought (and one, 
at least, has written out the thought)-' there 
is a deal of wil4fire ea:citement in the enthusi
astic rushings of somein this day.' I am sure 
I thought so, too, on that Sabbath afternoon 
previous to the fatal evening when 'Death in 
cold array' entered the Surrey Gardens Music 
Rall. I was unexpectedly thrown into the 
company of many who were going· - I 
watched, in silence, the spirit of the too hikhly
elated company, little thinking a scene so 
painful would be witnessed by them; and as I 
subsequently reflected upon the conflicting 
reports;.a soft whisper saicl to ma-' Be ye not 
as the horse, or as the m1tle, which have no un
derstanding; whose mouth must be held in with 
bit and bridle.' 'The restraints of God's 
powerful providence,' says Garney, ' are called 
his bridle and his hook.' The bridle in the 
jaws of the people-(Isaiah xxx. 28)-is ex
pressive of God's suffering the Assyrians to be 
directed by foolish counsels that'· they might 
never finish their intended purpose. No sen
sible being on this earth can charge any of 
the friends of truth with blame: no one-ex
cept the wicked proclaimers of ' fire I '-ever 
contemplated .such a disaster; but, as Paul 
and Timothens ' assayed to go into Bi-thynia, 
yet the Spirit suffered them not,' it well be
cometh the devoted ambassadors of Christ to 
remember that -only where HE directs and 
leads can we be either safe or useful.''_ 

REUBEN HARDING, OF HASLEMERE. 
Tms month we purposed to give a report of 

the ordination of our Boanerges, brother Reu• 
ben but it is not yet prepared. All who 
lov; Zion's prosperity will rejoice to read the 
following:-

" DEAR BROTHER BANKB,-1 feel thankful 
to inform you since you were here on the 6"th 
of October two yonng people, who have been 
for years in bondage, have in our chapel found 
peace in believing. Tj:iey both desired imme
diately to cast their lot in with us-they came 
before the church, were cordially received, 
and on Lord's-day, November 16, I was fa
voured to baptize them in a stream of water 
near our place. The day was fine, I had a 
good opportunity to preach the Gqspel to a 
large concourse of people ( many that never 
enter a place of worship), and some paid re
markable attention. Good was done. 

"R. lIAnoING. 
"S!totter Mill, Haalemere.'' 
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"HOW TO CHOOSE A HUSBAND." 
Suen is the title of a neat and well-penned 

volume, issued by Partridge and Co. The 
subject of marriage has become popular by 
Brother Mower's excellent piece. It is spoken 
of in all circles where we move. As affording 
powerful and wholesome argument, we re
commend to all unmarried Christian females 
this sixpenny manual-" How to Choose a 
Husband;" and, to prove that the spirit and 
motive of the writer is good, we give the fol• 
lowing closing chapter:-

" THE THRONE OF GRACE, 
" A strong inducement to prayer is to be 

found in the fact, that you can never know 
your lover fully, until it is for ever too late 
to change. Despite the vaunts about discern
ment, you can never know a man further 
than he will Jet you know him. In this 
matter, it is not safe to trust entirely to your 
own understanding. You should have more 
hope in the paternal guidance of a merciful 
God, than in your own powers of detection 
and discovery. The adage says, to know a man 
you must live· with him, but it is then too 
late. In. some instances evil has been dis
covered lfter marriage, but the discovery 
brought no power to cure, and no possibility 
of escape. The plague-spot was in the dwell
ing, and the serpent in the bosom. It could 
never be revealed to the most intimate 
friend; for such evil there was no safe unbur
dening of the soul. The i;niserable and ac
cursed secret must be carried about, never 
revealed, and never relieved, except by death. 
It haunts them like a ghost; where they are, 
it is; and wherever they go, it follows them. 
Oh, God, why should such things be in this 
world of thine; and wilt Thou not, in pity to 
mankind, destroy the dealllymarriage-worm, 
gnawing ever· in the human heart! 

"In marrying you must needs risk some
thing, for nothing can render wediock a perfect 
certainty of success. Could it be possible for 
him who is about to become your husband, to 
possess every conceivable excellence; let him 
have beanty, health, education, wealth, and 
talent; let him be pure and noble in·sentiment, 
and just in principle; let there be not one 
spot in all his snow; fence him round with 
every possible safeguard; let everything like 
defect or the possibility of failure be rendered 
impossible to all earthly eves; let him, his 
lot, and his future, be perfect in all men's 
thinking; even then,' fqr all the requisitions 
of absolute certainty, yo..,_r marriage would 
be the greatest lottery in 1i~-the greatest 
risk in the world. To whom •hall you take 
this uncertainty, and whither shall you flee 
for relief from this -most oppressive of all 
suspense? Who will solve your doubts, or 
who can give you certainty.? The wisdom 
of the sage, the solicitude of parents, the 
judgment of kind friends, cannot ,make it 
certainty. Not all your own harrowing per
plexity of thought and bewilderment of soul 
can make it certain. Many a female has 
been sore distressed with THIS RISK. In vain 
has she looked for aid, and her swelling 
heart unrelieved by abundance of tears, has 
sobbe'd through the lone night, Will no one 
guide me? Mornillg has dawned; it has 
brought light to all the world; light to guide 

the traveller on his way, the pilgrim to his 
shrine, the wanderer to his home, and the 
hero to his deed of glory; but it has brouuht 
no light to her, frail pilgrim through a we~ry 
world, and she is still unguided and alone. Her 
eyes are swollen with weeping, and the fever
flush is on her cheek. Where shall she pillow 
her sleepless head? where shall she quench the 
burning of her anxious heart? For all who 
are in perplexity, there is one common refuge 
-the Throne of Grace. A guardian ano-el 
whispers to the spirit of his bewilde.:'ed 
charge, and bids her seek her oratory, and 
ease her soul in prayer. The Everlasting will 
not deny his presence to his child, nor will 
He refuse to hear the burden of her virgin 
lips. Hushed be the scorn and din of this 
world, while that youug heart struggles into 
the presence of its Maker, and lays all its 
dark perplexities at his feet ! Who cant hink 
of such worshipper at the shrine of mercy, 
without sharing the poet's wish,-

"' In thine orisons be all my sins remem
bered.' 

"When you are in doubt and nncertainty 
as to what your future will be, there can be 
no presumption in your devoutly casting your 
care upon God, for the Holy Scriptures tell 
you that He cares for you. The feelings that 
stir your soul in prayer are the purest you 
will ever have, and the thoughts that come to 
you in- prayer are the best and holiest you 
will ever know. Your Father which is in 
heaven can sway your heart in the right di
rection, and guide your feet in the right way. 

"Having employed all possible means of 
success and safety, and having consecrated 
them in holy prayer, there is no more that 
you can do. You must take your lot with 
the rest of human kind. Your little bark 
must put to sea where there are many wrecks, 
but more prosperous voyages than wrecks; 
never forgetting that there is some mercy 
even in winds and waves, and that the Great 
God rules every storm." 

THE TESTIMONY OF AN ITINERANT 
PREACHER; and THE WICKEW SPIRIT 
IN SO~IE OF OUR GOSPEL CHURCHES_ 

No small stir has been lately made by the 
publication of a little work, entitled " THE 
CHURCH MEETING" (to be had of Jrunes 
Paul). The author's name is not given ; but 
he has evidently been well schooled in the 
trying furnace of Itinerant Preaching; and 
no small amount of unkind and even cruel 
treatment do some of these good men often 
receive from the officious deacons and leading 
members of soine of our rural chnrches. The 
fact is, preachers of the Gospel, in these dar, 
are too num~rous and too cheap by half. 
There is such a multitude of men willing to 
serve the churches, nnu, comparatively speak
ing, so few churches who need serving, that 
contempt is frequently cast upon men whose 
motives are pure, but whose minds are not 
fruitful enough for the limes in which we 
live. Beside all this, we know that some .,, 
our Itinerants, instead of carrying the Gospel 
into the pulpits, and Christian conversation 
into the parlours where they go, carry a 
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jealous and n be.ckbiting spirit, and thereby 
injure themselves, and their fellow-labourers 
too. We nre prepared to give proofs of this 
sad state of things-a state of things we are 
determined to expose, because, like a canker
worm, it ents up the peace and the prosperity 
of Zion. Why should one man set himself 
above or against another? These things 
ought not to be. 

The writer of" The Church Meeting" gives 
a specimen of another lenf in the history of 
our mral churches. \\'e give the following 
extract, hoping it may check ·the manifesta
tion of such a spirit; and also draw out a 
spirit of sympathy to,vard those men who 
forsake houses, wife, children, and home, on 
the only clay of rest they have, to go forth 
with the tidings of salvation. 

The chapter from whence this extrnct is 
taken contains an account of a convocation 
held bv" The Itinerant Society;" the Presi
dent called upon William Booth to address the 
Meeting; and hence the good man said:-

" Christian friends. Not expecting to be 
callecl upon to be the first speaker, neverthe
less, as far as in my power, I will detail a 
little of what I had to endure. And in refer
ence to my first going out, I was written to 
by a Baptist church many miles from London, 
and after travellinp: some hours in an open 
carriage, I arrived at the end of my railway 
journey late on the Saturday evening, when 
having to travel another seven miles in an 
open cart, consequently it was between eleven 
and twelve o'clock before I sat down to a 
cold supper, in a cold house-no fire, and 
almost wet to the skin (it having rained for 
many hours), for it often happens yon are to 
sleep at houses where there is ilot the best 
accommodation; some persons think any 
treatment suitable for itinerants; conlleqnently 
:von ma"l'"imagine what my feelings were, when 
i tell yon that the occupants were like the 
house itself, all cold and dismal togethe:- . On 
sabbath morning, I entered a neat building, 
on a common, where I found a few persons 
congregated, and a deacon asked me many 
questions; and the people looked extremely 
shy, for all wanted to know what works I 
had read, and among the first questions was 
-had I read the Standard? and when I told 
them-No, yon would.have been surprised to 
see the effect on their countenan_ces. And 
when service commenced, to have beheld the 
lordly conduct of one man, who th_ought he 
knew everything, and a~other walking about 
the chapel as if the vilest blasphemy was 
being uttered, it was truly appalling. Here 
was an eviclent proof that they knew not how 
to restrain their rage, because, what was de
clared was not according to their preconceived 
notions. And, I afterwards found, that in
stead of God's truth, they exp~cted a Standard 
set up-how far a child of God could sin, a11d 
yet be. a child-which is, perhaps, the m&t 
solemn point in all the experience of the 
church. And it is a great mercy for tried 
children, that it is not stated.how far a man 
of the world may go in a form of religiol), 
even to be a deacon or a preacher, and yet be 
a child of the Devil. And how far a child 
of God may walk in darkness and in sin. 
But, my dear hearers, 'What a mercy it is for 

me, that what I stated was God's tmth-th11t 
when th~ eve~ting came I could l1ty my head . 
on my pillow m ease and comfort in i'cference . 
to the same, though I went to rest that night 
with a~ aching heart. It_ is true I was young, 
and nught not have spolte11 as I should do 
now, yet it was trnth, and it was their peril 
to reject it; and if they were disappointed, 
surely they could behave as moral, respectable 
men. 

"Patience.-Snrelv, brother, they did that. 
"Booth.-You would have.thought so; when 

I was asked what church sent me out, they 
behaved in a most rude manner; and, to 
cro,vn the whole, the deacons put into my 
hand a book, asking for a subscription for the 
cause. To give you an idea of the people, 
they had the imprudence to send for a man 
three hundred miles off, with a lnrge family, 
to preach to them, and starved him ont in a 
few months, only because he was not of their 
clique. And to close the scene of wretched
ness and misery, after supper, I asked the 
man of the house, who had beer\ a hearer in 
the course of the day, if he woulcl read and 
pray. The answer was-let every man pray 
for himself. But, beloved! is not this one · 
cause of the lukewarm and barren state of 
Zion? Where was the love of truth? Was 
the spirit of "Christianity to be seen at all? 
Where was the affection for the brethren? 
Lord, what is man! " 

We purpose to offer some thoughts for the 
establishment of" a Gospel Itinemnt Society." 
We want men better qualified and better 
treated. Who will aid such an effort? It is 
indeed essential to the happiness of our 
churches and the success of our brethren 
who preach. 

" THE TWELFTH YEAR OF OUR 
CAPTIVITY."-EzEK. xxxiii. 21. 

OuR editorial year of 1856 is now finished. 
For twelve long years have we laboured in 
the publication of THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 
The whole of the responsibility in compil
ing, in printing, and in the expenditure, 
has laid on th~ head, the heart, and the 
hands of one of the weakest and, perhaps, 
most dependent of all God's creatures. 
Durina the period of twelve years some 
hundr;ds of thousands of this work have 
gone into all plll'ts of the civilized world; 
and abundant evidences have we that the 
labouahas not been in vain. 

To support and establish this work, 
houses have been sold, and qiany hun
dreds of pounds have been sunk ; but in 
tbe loss of all things we rejoice, counting 
it an honour to suffer reproach for a cause 
so great, so good. The end of- Ezekiel, 
.xxxiii. suits us in many points. We only 
ask one f11,vour: Receive no reports which 
the tongue of wicked slander giveth forth. 
No injury-has been don.e to any; __ and ere 
long 'the Lord himself will plead our 
cause. 
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