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THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

AND

CHRISTIAN RECORD.

The True Spurdt! the Light Place!!

«“MY SOUL, WAIT THOU ONLY UPON GOD.

O, where, Thou bleeding JEsus,
Shall guilty sinners find
A hand that can release us
And ease our troubled mind ?
Tho voice that whispers “ MErcY
How should I joy to hear!
That can, when winds blow fiercely,
Make perfect caLy appear:

1

On earth’s tempestuous occan
My fleeting vessel's tost :

Ah'! gee the great commotion;
Nor let my soul be lost.

From Jordan’s swelling river,
A sinking sinner save!

Sec, Lord ! the storm’s increasing ;
The foaming billows roar!
My God! I ery unccasing:
Qh! waft me to the shorc!
The depths of fallen nature,
Lord, teach me how to flec;
Make me Thine own new creature;
A wretch restored v Ture.

Then 1, the summit gaining,
Of Zion's sacred hill,

Shall ever cease complaining,
A base corrupted will.

No more by tempest driven,
My soul aloud shall boast,

And hail the King of Heaven,

I perish! O deliver; |
1 On the eternal coast.

Lorp ! snatch me from the grave.
HRISTIAN FATHERS, Ministering Brethren, and beloved
-/ Friends,—Thirty long and apxious years have rolled away since
the first parts of “ THE EARTHEN VEsspL and CHRISTIAN RECORD”
were written by the same hand which is now permitted to commence
this twenty-ninth volume. The first volume of this work appeared at
the end of 1845, having been two years struggling into life. From
that period, one volume at the close of each succeeding year has been
completed ; so that twenty-eight volumes are in existence; and a kind
and merciful Providence has permitted, and enabled me to watch over
and work for its continnance and usefulness from the first day until
now. How far it has been serviceable to churches, to ministers, to
private Christians, and to seeking sinners, I must leave with that
Almighty God who chooseth the foolish, weak, base, and despised things
of this world to confound the things that are mighty, “that no flesh
should glory in His presence ! ”

The spirit, aud the experience, which are indicated in the verses at
the head of this paper, was the spirit and the experience which gave
birth to the contents of the first part of “THE EARTHEN VESSEL.”
Of course I am thoroughly persuaded that the large bodies of professing
Christians who now fill our churches and chapels have no sympathy
with that spirit, or with that experience, out of which those verses

JAn. 1873, B
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The True Spuit! the Bight Place!!

“MY SOUL, WAIT THOU ONLY UPON GOD.”

0, where, Thou bleeding JEsus, Sec, Lord ! the storm’s increasing ;
Shall guilty sinners find The foaming billows roar!
A band that can releasc us My God! T cry unceasing:
And easoe our troubled mind ? Oh! waft me to the shore!
Tho voice that whispors “ MErcy !”’ The depths of fallen nature,
How should I joy to hear! Lord, teach me how to flee;
That can, when winds blow fiercoly, Make me Thine own new creature;
Malke porfect caLy appear: A wretch restored v Tnze.

{

On carth’s tempestuous oeean | Then I, the summit gaining,
My fleeting vessel’s tost : i Of Zion’s sacred hill,

Ah'! see the great commotion; ! Shall ever cease complaining,

- Nor let my soul be lost. ‘ A base corrupted will.

From Jordan’s swelling river, + No more by tempest driven,
A sinking sinner save! My soul aloud shall boast,

I perish! O deliver; [ And hail the King of Heaven,

Lorp ! snatch me from the gravo. On the cternal coast.

HRISTIAN YATHERS, Ministering Brethren, and beloved

./ Friends,—Thirty long and anxious years have rolled away since
the first parts of “ THE EArRTHEN VESSEL and CHRISTIAN RECORD”
were written by the same hand which is now permitted to commence
this twenty-ninth volume. The first volume of this work appeared at
the end of 1845, having been two years struggling into life. From
that period, one volume at the close of each succeeding year has been
completed ; so that twenty-eight volnmes are in existence; and a kind
and merciful Providence has permitted, and enabled me to watch over
and work for its continnance and usefulness from the first day until
now. How far it has been serviceable to churches, to ministers, to
private Christians, and to seeking sinners, I must leave with that
Almighty God who chooseth the foolish, weak, base, and despised things
of this world to confound the things that are mighty, ‘‘that no flesh
should glory in His presence ! ”

The spirit, and the experience, which are indicated in the verses at
the head of this paper, was the spirit and the experience which gave
birth to the contents of the first part of “THE EARTHEN VESSEL.”
Of course I am thoroughly persuaded that the large bodies of professing
Christians who now fill our churches and chapels have no sympathy
with that spirit, or with that experience, out of which those verses

JAN, 1873. B
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flowed ; consequently my publication has been either wholly dizcarded,
or looked upon with a contumelous air, by those whose faith and pro-
fession are more in creeds, ceremonies, and clearness of conscience and
character, than in the merits and mercies of HIM, of whom Paul said,
“In all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that
He might be a MerciruL and fuifhful Hica PRIEST in things per-
taining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people ; forin
that He Himself hath guffered being tempted, HE s abls to succour
ihem that are tempted.”

The spirit and the experience indicated in the verses referred to, are,
I believe, in accordance with the spirit and experience of some of the
patriarchs, of some of the ancient prophets, of some of the Apostles ;
of seme of those sharply exercised ministers, whose sonl-travail and
whose trinmphs through JEsus Crrist, are left uponrecord ; and in
the flesh-crucifying, in the sin-condemning ; in the heart-rending con -
flicts and sorrows out of which this spirit and experience cometh, T do
not know that I am quite awlone: there may be some almost hidden
ones like myself, who live not in abstract things ; but in those amalga-
mations of death and of life; of bondage and of freedom ; of grief and
of joy; of light and of darkmess, which the Holy Ghost putteth toge-
ther in all His testimonies, of the internal battles ever and anon fought
over in the more silent chambers of the Christian soul. I repeat, the
testimonies which the Holy Ghost putteth together ; and one of his most
significant, most comprehensive, most conclusive descriptions is that
brought out of the heart of Paul—where, to the Galatians, he says,

“1 am crucified witn CHRIST;
Nevertheless I livo:
Yot not I, but CHRIST liveth 1N ME:
And the life which I now live in the flesh,
I live by tho faith of the Son of God,
‘Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.”

There is nothing abstract, nor isolated here. Paul was crucified, but
then it was “ wire CHRIST.” What does he mean ? He means that
while the ¢ old man,” (as he explains in Romans vi.) hangs bleeding
BETWEEN earth and heaven, his new heart and soul were so blessedly
in union with the Son of God ; and by faith drawing forth from the
fountain of life and peace, such secret and inward draughts of love
and mercy, of pardon and peace, of cleansing and confidence, that he
could honestly anfl heartily say of the Holy Redeemer, * He loved ME,
and gave HIiMsELr for me.”

Two of the most difficult things in all this world, meet, and are (for
the time) married together in Paul’'s experience and expression. First,
he feels himself, he looks upon himself, he speaks of himself as a DEAD
MAN 17 T am crucified.”

Rare thing to behold & crucified man ; a man dying daily ; T mean,
a man who is, in his own estimation of himself, a bleeding, bruised,

rl_lgiﬁed, mortified, humbled man! One of note in literature, once
sai
’ *Self-reverence, self-knowledgs, self-control,
These are tho hinges of the gate of life!”
And are not these the hinges upon which the major part of our
1uinisters and people swing to and fro in the churches all the days of
their life? And in a social, moral, commercial, and even evangelical
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point of view, arenot these “hinges of the gate of life” of the very first
importance ? Certainly, they are! TLook at the exalted man! His
reverence of Aimself, and his supposed knowledge of himself, are power-
ful attributes in his character. How high he lifts his head ! How
much he admires his own wisdom and prudence, and his superiority, as
he imagines—above all his fellows. Let any one dare #o touch him,
and his self-conlrol might not be quite so perfect. But self-reverence,
sell-importance, self-value; in short, pride, conceit, eant, hypocrisy,
vain assumptions, and a curious flowing out of inflated shadows
of self altogether, are 80 natural to poor uncrucified man, that Job
must be stripped of everything ; Peter must be put into Satan’s sieve ;
and Paul, in the sacred simplicity of his soul says, and “ lest I should
be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations,
there was given unto me a thorn in the flesh—the messenger of Satan
to buffet me; lest,” he repeats the reason and cause of it—*lest I
should be exalted above measure.” You know how he cried unto the
Lord ; you also know how the Lord answered him,—“ My grace is
sufficient for thee.” But now, what spérif did 2ll this work in the
apostle? What place did it bring his soul into? It produced such a
spirit, and brought him down into such a place, as no mortal man,
professing or profane—no man, gracious or ungracious—no man can
ever stoop to this of himself. For the want of it I have seen, as I
believe, some of the best of men seriously slain at the last ; for the
want of this spirit some of the most gifted have been hurled to the
winds. The absence of this spirit has almost ruined many of our
churches; it has driven many of our people hither and thither:
‘““exalted above measure "—too many of us have been: the poisonous
results of such undue exaltations not one of us dare attempt to tell.
But—What, then is this spirit ? Read Paul’s minute description of it
—“Most gladly, therefore, will 1 rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me.”

‘What does the man mean ? He further describes the actings of this
Spirit—* Therefore, I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses.”

Impossible!  Yes, to man it is impossible to take pleasure in weak-
nesses, in wants, and in woes of the most cutting character. But, the
key which unlocks the mystery to those who have been under the same
discipline is found in that one sentence—* FOr CHRIST’S SAKE !—for
when T am weak, then am I strong.” -

Christian brethren! Bear with me one moment while I declare unto
you that for forty years I have been learning, little by little, what this
sentence meaneth— When I am weak ; then am I strong : ” but never
more certainly did T understand it, than I did the other Lord’s-day.

For about ten weeks successively I had been in journeyings and
preachings without much intermission, in the eastern, western, and
home counties. T had seen the lands flooded—the churches divided—
the servants and saints of God distressed, and errors of all kinds
abounding.  The last journey was a wet and weary one; and on the
Sunday morning, as on my sleepless bed I turned and sighed for spirit-
ual help and teaching, David’s words came rolling in again and again
—*“ My soul ! WAIT thou oNLY upon GOD; for my expectation is from
Him.” Tor hours, as softly as seraphs whisper, did that expressive
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charge repeat itself in my inner man—* My soul wait thou only upon
God, for my expectation is from Him.” T was too ill in body to arise.
T was too much cast down in spirit to study. I felt too weak to get
near the Lord in any formal reading, or meditation, or prayer. The
time for service was just at hand. * What shall Ido?” Not to at-
tempt to go would be wicked. So I was lifted up ; and surrounded by
all the gloom of melancholy weather; and without Bible reading, or
prayer-saying, I climed the Notting Hill; and quite in time entered
the pulpit. As quietly as the gentlest morning breeze, the Comforter
opened up to me the tribulatory life of David from beginning to end.
As a little almost forgotten shepherd-boy; as going forth to meet
Goliath ; as persecuted and hunted by Saul; as the crowned King of
Tsrael ; as betrayed and dethroned by Absalom ; as going up Mount
Olivet weeping ; as plunged almost into despair ; as bitterly crying to
his God for mercy ; at length, as coming to his last days, and all the
glorious Persons in the Trinity coming to speak in and to him. Yea,
the whole scenery of his life was so gradually opened up to my view,
that, as briefly aa possible, I ran through it, and thereby saw some-
thing of the preciousness and propriety of the word—“ My soul, wait
thou only upon God, for my expectation is from Him !” Thus, with
David, as with Pail, crushing sorrows, flesh-killing trials ; false friends
and fierce persecution—Ilaid him silenily, yet expectingly, WAITING
oxLY UPoN GOD ! This is the secret place of the tabernacles of the
Most High! This is dwelling under the shadow of the Almighty;
and it is here the Christian deeply experienceth those two most difficult
things, even in the Kingdom of Grace—

“ Dead unto sin”—(and sinful self as well :)
 Alive to God "—(with bliss unsearchable !)

Here is the true spirit ! Here is the right place! Tt is the spirit of
Christ in Gethsemane—¢ Not my will, but Thine be done!”. Yes, it
is the Spirit of Christ in the Apostle, whose burning words stand out
in such majesty and beauty—‘ God forbid that I should glory, save in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified
unto me, and I unto the world.” .
Brethren, there can be not a few steps between this true spirit and
this right place on earth, and that perfectly happy posture which
McCheyne doth so affectionately and assuredly describe—where he
says,
* When I stand before the Throne,
Dressed in beauty not mine own ;
When I see Thee, as Thou art,
Love Thee with unsinning heart,
Then, Lord, shall I {ully know—

Not till then—irow muc I owe !”

Not a few of you are ministers of the Gospel ; and you look and long
for larger and clearer manifestations of usefulness in your Lord’s vine-
yard. May the Lord give us all that grace to solemnly charge our
anxious spirits—* My soul, wait thou only upon God ; my expectation is
from Him.”

Some of you are deacons of Churches, having no settled, devoted,
Christ-exalting pastors. Your poor hearts arc full of concern for the
welfare of Zion. Go, dearly beloved, to the feet of Divine mercy;



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 9

there lay your sorrowful case, and charge your souls to wait only upon
God, expecting His promise shall be fulfilled.

Ifamily troubles, business cares, and a thousand heavy waves heat on
the breasts of some of you.” I do here, in my silent study, pray the
Lord to use this effort of mine to lead you, and to enable you to cast
every care upon Him, with, “ My soul! wait thou only upon God!”
He can—He says He will—thy every need supply.

Does this meet the eye of some one evidently approaching the
Jordan, whick divideth time from eternity ? Has the fear of death
brought thy soul into bondage? Listen for one moment. [ was
glancing over the pages of Charles Haddon Spurgeon’s Inferpreter,
and saw ab the close of one of the Meditations; he places the following
precious lines :—

“To'the dear fountain of Thy blood,

Incarnate God, I fly; .

Here lot me wash my spotted soul,
From crimes of decpest dye !

A guilty, weak, and worthless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall;

Be Thou my strength and righteousness,

My JESUS! and my ALL!” -

When heart and flesh do fail  thee, poor dying child; when sin and
Satan hunt thy soul almost to the borders of the black dungeon, may
the Spirit of the living God, carry thee in faith and prayer to the dear
fountain of the Redeemer’s blood ; for it can cleanse the blackest soul,
and make it fit for God.

In the sixty-second Psalm, where the words I have quoted are
found, I saw David speaking as an exercised Christian, as a faithful
minister, and as a far-seeing prophet, I saw in Ezekiel’s ordination,
that - Son of Man” was brought into the same spirit and place; but
I dare not eccupy more room this month. It is in my mind to print
on a bordered card, in plain, bold letters—as a motto for 18738—these
wholesome and holy words, “ My soul, wait thou only upon God; for
my expectation is from Him.” Let us hang up these cards in our
studies, in our houses: may the Lord write them abidingly in our
hearts ; and through the year may we in faith and in silent prayer,
practice them.

So prays your servant in the Gospel,
CHARLES WATERS BANwKS.

56, Queen’s-road, Royal-crescent,

Notting Hill, ‘London, Dec. 17, 1872.

THE LATE JOHN STEVENS ON BAPTISM,
THE LORD'S SUPPER, AND CHURCH FELLOWSHIP.

HE Lovd’s people are sanctified to God in their baptism, church-
fellowship, and ordinances. They dwell alone, and are not
reckoned among the people of the world. “Ye are not of the world,”
said our dear Lord, “even as I am not of the world.” When God the
Father elected his people, in his eternal Son, he thereby sanctified, or
set them apart from the rest, to himsclf, as a peculiar people, fora
peculiar end: and when the Son of God, in whom they were thus
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chosen, laid down his life for them, as his sheep, they were thereby
sanctified from the rest, being redeemed from amongst men. Also,
when the Holy Spirit regenerates and converts the people, thus elected
and redeemed, they arc openly sanctified unto the scrvice and glory of
God, and are sef apart from the rest of mankind. So likewise, by their
being baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, after they have reccived the Spirit of Christ, and have given
cvidence of their conversion, they are actively and practically sancti-
fied, as the people of God’s love, and the followers of the Lamb. As
Israel were sanctified by being baptized unto Moses, as their leader, so,
in a spiritual respect, believers, are sef apart by being baptized unto
Christ, as their Lord and Savionr. They put on Christ by baptism,
and are thereby publicly distinguished, and sanctified to the spiritual
service of God, as holy to the Lord, and as delivered from this present
evil world. The ordinances of God, like his gracious doctrines, arc all
discriminating, and can only be duly received by a distinguished
people, for whom Jesus Christ has given himself a ransom, and in
whose hearts the law of spiritual obedience and worship is graciously
written. Spiritual ordinances can only belong to spiritual subjects ;
neither is any service acceptable to God, but that which is according
to his precepts, which springs from a state of grace, and is performed
by faith in Christ, and with a view to his glory. It is certain there is
nothing sanctifying in infant-sprinkling ; for, if a work of grace is
not afterwards wrought, the child, grown up to years of maturity,
abundantly shews itself no Christian. Whatsoever is not of faith 1s
sin ; and it is evident religion is a personal thing, and cannot be carried
on by proxy. The faith ofone mancan never avail for another, any
more than the crimes of one man can be justly punished in Hell, in
the person of another, who had nothing to do with the commission
of them. That an infant cannot be esteemed a believer is sufficiently
plain, but not more go, than that, an unbeliever has no right to the
ordinance of baptism. The practice of Christian baptism belongs to
those for whom Christ died, and none besides. Every proper subject
of that ordinance is supposed, in the Scriptures, to be interested in
Christ, and to be a follower of him by faith ; and whoever is baptized,
without special faith in Christ, is no Christian ; and his conduct is, in
the sight of God, a sin; for whatsoever is not of faith is not according
to the law of Christ, nor the doctrine of the gospel, but is a presump-
tuous and unholy pretension to the privilege of Christians. If thou
believest thou mayest, is the testimony of truth ; but where is it said,
If thy father or mother believes thou mayest 7—or, If the baptizer
believes thou mayest ? The worship of God, in his holy ordinances, is
designed to draw forth the heart of the worshipper to the God whom he
serves. This shews that the worshipper mnst be a spiritual character,
and that be is sanctified & the worship, and also #n or by it: and,
when it is considered, what opposition arises from the doctrine of
infant baptism, against the fundamental doctrines of the everlasting
gospel of Christ, it should surely induce all good men, of the
Calvinistic denomination, to reject it heartily and stedfastly. Do we
not find that it is averred, infants are made members of Christ by
baptism, for so the ceremony of sprinkling is called; and that they arc
thereby constituted heirs of the kingdom of Heaven? Is it not said
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that baptism is regeneration, and that it is the seal of the covenant of
redemption 7—that though it is acknowledged to be a spiritual
ordinance, yet, carnal children have a right to be baptized ?—also, that
the favour of God is promised to the children of believers, as it is to
their parents? If we consider these points at all, we must see, that,
the tendency of this doctrine of salvation thromgh baptism is, to
represent spiritual regeneration as consisting merely in an external
rite ; and, that, membership with Christ is effected by a few drops of
water being scattered in the face, from the fingers of man; that the
seal of the covenant is only an external act of a sinful mortal ; that
carnal persons may be acceptable worshippers in aspiritual institution;
that a person may be made a member of Christ, and an heir of the
kingdom of Heaven, and yet finally perish in Hell for ever! Now,
what is all thig but barefaced Arminianism ? All the promises of God
are Yea and Amen in Christ. If God has promised salvation to the
seed of the godly, this promise must he sure to that seed ; and when it
is considered, that, the covenant of life in Christ, which contains all
the promises, is more ancient than that made with Adam in Eden, if
it be allowed that Adam and Eve were regenerated after their fall, then
I cannot see how any of the human race can be lost, according to the
reasoning of the Padobaptist; for why should the children of pious
Adam, any of them, be damned, if those of godly Abraham, are all
to be saved? Why should not the faith of Adam have as much
influence ag that of Abrabam, or any other good man? To say any-
thing about wickedness, and the want of faith or repentance, would
here be beside the question ; because it is pretended God has promised
to save them, and that in an everlasting covenant ; and, to say, the
promise is only conditional would be ruining the whole plan, because
the pretence is, that salvation is by grace, to the seed of believers, as
much ag to their parents ; and Gen. xvii. 7, is cited to maintain the
conclusion : and if God has promised them salvation, no doubt he
has found and accepted an atonement for their sins. This must be
supposed, because we are told, Without blood there is no remission.
What then can be wanting to our brethren, to render their Peedo-
baptism seemingly consistent, but that they at once subscribe to
universal s redemption? Then they will be able to plead the cause of
the children of Adam, from the beginning to the end of the world:
but one difficulty remaing, even fhen, to be accounted for, and that is,
how it is that the Secriptures so constantly affirm, that, He that
believeth not shall be damned,.

Whoever has a right to the ordinance of baptism, the same character
has a right to the Lord’s Supper, upon his being actually baptised ; but
he that eateth and drinketh, without discerning the Lord's body,
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself. This shews, that no carnal
man or unbeliever, has authority from God, to take a seat at the
table of the Lord : and hence it follows, that no carnal person, what
ever his age may be, bas right to baptism; for one orvdinance is as
truly spiritual as the other, and both belong to the same kind of
character. He that attends to the ordinance of baptism, as commanded
by the Lord,.his conduct is pleasing to God ; but without faith it is
impossible to please God. Now, infants have not faith, the_refore they
cannot please God. The fair inference is, infant baptism is will-worship.
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The baptizing of believers is designed, in part, to shew, that, they are
devoted to God, are sanctified, and engaged to serve him, in newness of
life; but, neither babes or carnal adults, are spiritually devoted to God ;
they are not sanctified, nor are they engaged in his service,

{Zo be contiwed neat month.)

DEATH OF MR. R. SEARLE.
(LATE OF TWO WATERS.)'

FOR more than a quarter of a century was our brother Richard
Searle, a devoted, faithful, and beloved itinerant preacher of the
Lorp JESUS, in many parts of the Kingdom. The following note
which we received a day before going to press, clearly describes his
rather sudden departure from us.

Dear BrorEER C. W. BaNks,—I write to communicate to you the
nearly sudden departure of our much esteemed and beloved brother,
Mr. Richard Searle, of Poplar, (late of Two Waters). He arrived at
my house on Saturday last, Dec. 14, about 5 o’clock ; we had tea, and
spent a very pleasant evening together; retired to rest about ten
o'clock. On Saturday morning I asked him what sort of a night he had
had? He replied, “ I slept well all night ; and was never better than I
feel at this time,” He supplied the pulpit quite in his usual style,
with a degree of liberty and freedom : thus he closed his last Sabbath
in excellent spirits at Waddesden Hill, and Waddesden : especially on
Monday morning, our sister, Mrs. C., at whose house he was stopping,
said he left in better spirits than usual ; and off he started on foot to
the Quainton Road station. When he was about a mile on his journey
he was seized with a fit of paralysis, fell down by the road, but provi-
dentially was soon found ; relief was afforded him; he was conveycd
to my house in a very prostrate condition, and was put to bed ; every-
thing possible was done for his comfort. My usual family doctor was soon
there ; he gave us no hope; after alittle while he went off as in a sound
sleep, from whence he never awoke ; although I tried to arouse him
two or three times, but of no avail; and so he remained till about a
quarter to four ; then gently breathed his last, Dec. 17th, 1872, aged
61 years in February next ; this he told me on Saturday last. What
an unspeakable mercy! Sudden death—sudden glory. This I have
not the shadow of a doubt about. I feel very much for his dear
bereaved partner, with whom I can and do most truly sympathise; and
pray the Lord to grant her all that support, and submission to His will.

Though painful. at present,
*Twill cease before long ;

And then, oh ! how pleasant,
The conqueror’s song.

1 hope it will be our happiness, when time closes with us, (which won’t
be long), to meet our brother Searle in yon bright world above, where
pain and parting will be known no more for ever. Irom’ yours
affectionately, Winniam Cox.

Denham, Quainton, Winslow, Bucks.

[Wemay give further particulars of this good man’s life, faith, and
work in the Gospel another month. Few ministers were more beloved
than was our late friend Richard Searle.—ED.]
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ABSENT THOMAS.

A Kinp WorD FOR THE NEW YEAR.

BY MR. J. MORLEY,
Minister of Zoar Chapel, Ipswich, Suffollk.

“ But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when
Jesus came.,” John xx. 24.

“ ALL scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction, in right-
eousnegs.” There are some things the Holy Ghost has been pleased to
leave on record, that are seemingly, at first sight, of little importance,
but we dare not suppose, that IHe, who is infinite in wisdom, and
perfect in holiness, would have inspired his servants to write anything
that is not important, or without meaning. That the Holy Ghost had
gome wise design in causing this circumstance to be recorded, is beyond
doubt. Probably it might be to teach the family of God in all subse-
quent ages an important lesson upon presenting and absenting them-
selves from his sanctuary. The words rightly considered, are calculated
to produce some serious reflections. They are also very suggestive.
We need not confine our remarks exclusively to #2¢ Thomas in the text,
but apply the name to a large portion of the professing world. Notice,
first, the place from which Thomas was absent. 1t was a place where the
lovers and followers of the Lord Jesus Christ had agreed to meet
together. Hence, the place where he had promised to meet them.

The Lord has been wont in all ages of the world to meet with his
dear people. In different ways, in different ages, and dispensations.
After the Lord had brought his peculiar people Israel out of Egyptian
bondage, he instructed his servant Moses to erect a tabernacle, where
was to be the mercy-seat, the ark of the covenant, &c.; and He said,
“There will I meet with thee :” and He also said, *“ In all places where
I record my name, I will come unto thee, and 1 will bless thee.” A
precious promise, which has been verified in the happy experience of
thousands of the living in Jernsalem in all past ages, and doubtless
will be, down to the end of time: for the Master declared, to his
disciples, that “Where two or three, should gather together in his name,
he would be in the midst of them.” O what amazing condescension !
He, who is infinite in holiness, justice, and righteousness, to meet with
poor, guilty, wretched, hell-deserving sinners. Yes, in love, in mercy,
In peace; compassionately, forgivingly, to meet them as their
" Redeemer, Saviour, Portion, Everlasting All. Well might the poet
sing, (and we would with him join.)

“ For love like this, let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break.”

Jesus came, but Thomas one of the number was not there.

II. Glance at a few of the things thai sometimes are the cause of
Thomas being absent.

How very frequently are worldly cares the cause of his absence from
the week evening services. The riches of this world, appear to absorb
his mind. Many professors there are indeed, who vise early, and sit
up late, to acquire the “sordid dust.” Their mental energies are daily

c
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taxed, in scheming, designing, and planning how they shall accomplish
this, that, or the other. Too often, alas, they thrust themsclves into
such a line of business, that many a man who makes no profession of
religion, would shrink from with abhorrence ! Hence principles must be
sacrificed, and the cause of God suffers coldness and indifference. This is
often one cause. There was a time when he did run well, his seat was
rarcly vacant. Delight seemed to rest upon his countenance when
singing the songs of Zion, or hearing the word cxpounded. Now those
days are past; there is an indifference manifested to his own souls
growth in grace, the interests of Zion, and the minister’s comfort. It
is sad when Thomas can attend public halls, penny readings, or other
places of worldly amusement six nights in the week. O how unlike
the Master ! He never showed the least indifference to his people, or hig
work, Nay, but, “ He set his face like a flint.” ¢ His zeal consumed
him.” “ Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business ! ”” was
his reply to the sorrowing Mary and Joseph. He breasted the wave,
braved the storm, and accomplished the terrible task the Father gave
him to perform. Was it to walk upon the boisterous ocean, to quell the
fears of the trembling disciples; to travel to Samaria, to give the poor
adulterous woman the water of life ; or, to pass through Jericho to seek
and save an exacting Zaccheus? Yea more, to be tempted of the devil
in the wilderness—the bloody sweat in Gethsemane—the cruel scourging
in Pilate's Hall—or the awful death of the cross, when the terrible
reservoirs of Almighty wrath burst forth and rushed impetuously in
fearful cataracts into his most holy soul ? He shrank not—showed no
indifference, but willingly, readily, freely, lovingly and graciously,
performed and endured.

The weather sometimes is unjustly assigned the cause. It rains or
it is likely to rain. It is windy or otherwise very cold. If in the sum-
mer, it is very hot and almost overpowering to sit in the chapel. Seldom
just as he would have it. 7homas, was it ever so with the Master?
But it may be perhaps, that Thomas has a friend drop. in to have an
evening’s chat upon political or commercial matters, or something else
of little importance, and thinks it would not look well to tell his friend
it is service might, or perhaps has not the courage to tell him, much
less ask him to accompany him to the prayer meeting.

Again Thomas might have got a cold, or slight head-ache, or in all
probability his feet were rather tender and needed a little rest after the
day’s toil, and especially as he has to rise rather early in the morning
to attend to business.

How far these things are justifiable, we must leave Thomas to
decide when he approaches the throne of grace, if that place is not
absented and that practice neglected.

1{1. What Thomas lost in being absent.

1. A sight of the risen Lord Jesus—a living Redeemer—Death’s
death, and hell’s destroyer — the captive’s Deliverer—the prisoner’s
Liberator. “ He shewed them his hands and his feet.” O what a sight!
Prophets longed to see Him—good old Simeon stretched forth his
withered arms, received, and clasped the fnfant Saviour to his glowing
bosom, blessed God, and his heart strings ready to brealk, said, “ Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eycs have scen
thy salvation,” If such was the blessed effect of seeing the [nmfunt
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Saviour, what must have been the sight of Him after He had drank hell
dry, and for ever closed its gates against every elect vessel of mercy,
and said “ It is finigshed,” and had burst the bars of the tomb, and come
forth in his Godlike power and majesty ? Sweet vision ! worth more
than ten thousand worlds |
¢ Jesus, the vision of thy face,
Hath overpowering charms :
Scarce shall I feel Death’s eold embrace
If Christ be in my arms.”

2. The pleasure of hearing His sweet loving voice. A vision of Him
was much, but O to hear him speaking to us in accents of love, and
tenderest sympathy. To hear him saying, ¢ Thou art all fair, my love,
there is no spot in thee ;” He brings us into the banqgueting house
and says, ‘“ Eat, O friends, drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved.”
None can speak like HIM. He only hath the tongue of the learned,
and knoweth how to speak a word in season to him that is weary.
“(Qrace iz poured into his lips.” Blessed Jesus! thy charming voice
exceeds all others. Cause me to hear it more frequently.

3. That inward peace which the ten realized, caused by the sight
of his Person, and the hearing of his winning voice. Their hearts had
been filled with bitter grief and sorrow, but now the promise, “I will
see you again,” was truly verified. Peace, like the waves of the river,
rolled into their bosom, and all their griefs and sorrows were drowned.
Is not every child of God less or more acquainted with this kind of
experience 7 When days and nights of darkness and sorrow have pre-
vailed, the Master has come to them in the sanctuary, and said, * Peace
be unto you;” “I am married unto you;” “I have blotted out thy sins as
a cloud, and thy trangressions as a thick cloud.” O what inward peace
such words have caused.

4. His breathing—‘‘ He breathed on them.” Blessed pledge, assur-
ing them that the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, should come unto them
and never léave them, but lead them into all truth, and would ever be
their all-sufficiency. Isnot hethe same now ? He still leads, connsels,
comforts, and sustains the living family of the living God.

5. The holy and blessed joy they felt. Such joy as they never
before felt. It had been great on previous occasions, it was greater
now. Reader, art thon one of Zion’s citizens ? Know thou that great
as thy joy may have been, He is able to increase it a thousand fold.
Theve is no limitation to the Illimitable !

IV. Some reasons why Thomas ought not to absent himself (1. e. when
he can possibly avoid it.)

It is the dwelling of the most High God, “ The Lord hath chosen
Zion, he hath desired it for his habitation.” ¢ The Lord loveth the gates
of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.” Watts has very nicely

ut it
P ’ He likes the tents of Jacob well
But still in Zion loves to dwell.
His mercy visits every house
That pay their night and morning vows ;
But makes a more delightful stay,
Where churches meet to praise and pray !
The wonderful self-denial, and substantial sacrifice, of the Lord Jesus
Christ is another great reason. Remember, what he did, he did
lovingly, not grudgingly, not half-heartedly. No trouble was too great,



16 THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

no journey too long for him, to search out, bless and comfort, the dear
objects of his love, notwithstanding all their unworthiness and hell-
deservedness. Again, has He not promised to meet with, and bless
his family when they meet together? And did he not say, “ Let your
light so shine beforc men that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father who is in heaven?” And did not the Holy Ghost say by
the Apostle, ““ Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, as
the manner of some is ?”” Other reasons might be produced, but let
these suffice.

Lastly. The effects that are likely fo be produced by Thomas being
absent.

It has an effect upon heémself. It has a wonderful tendency to
paralyze his joys, weaken his faith, to make him carnally minded, and
still more careless, cold and indifferent about his soul’s welfare, and
the interests of Zion. It has an effect upon other members of the
church. It very much discourages them. It has an effect upon those
who are young 1n the ways of the Iord, and are yet very weak. They
are staggered sometimes. Their conscience is very tender. They need
an encouraging word, an helping hand. It has an effect upon the world.
It gives them great reason to speak evil of Zion. Itis a very lament-
able fact, that a very great portion of the scandal, that is poured upon
the churech of Jesus Christ, has been caused by her own members.
Again, it has an effect upon the minister. It causes his hands to hang
down, his spirit sorrowful, his countenance sad, his heart to bleed. It
causes him sometimes to sigh before his God, and ecry, ¢ Lord, why is
not Thomas here?” “1Is there not a cause?” Moreover, is it not
dishonouring to his profession, to the God of his profession, and to the
church with which he professes to belong ?

Now, dear reader, Art thou a Thomas? Then let not the new year
upon which you have just entered, be noted for thine absence from the
courts of the Lord, but for thy presence. Remember the Father’s love,
the Son’s sacrifice, the Spirit’s power, the precious promises, and BE
FOUND IN HIS HOTUSE.

May the dear Lord bless and favour us all with much of His Spirit,
and crown the year with goodness ! Amen. R

Her sins appeared deserving hell—

LINES Her doom, amongst the lost to dwell—
ON TEE DEPARTURE OF And, in her grief and agony,
Mrs. G. FREEMAN, She poured forth her earnest cry.
Formerly Eliza Ann Lincoln, of Norwich. The Saviour bade her sorrows cease,

He sweetly to her whispered peace ;
With living faith she warmly cried,

“ My God, my Father:” He replied,
¢ 1, with an everlasting love,

lains Loved thee long since in heaven above,
Pt And thou with Me in heaven shall be,

Why are these melodies ? I cried ; :
A sg'ft, still voice at once replied, ’ Happy throughout eternity.”

On wings of faith I mounted high,

And heard sweet songs beyond the sky,
Poured forth in joyous, rapt’rous strains,
And cchoing loud through heaven’s wide

A sister’s landed from earth’s shore, And now her Lord has called her home,
Never to mourn nor suffer more, No longer from her rest to roam,
Loud welcomes to her we will sing, 0, who would mourn the parting hour,

And make the crystal arches ring. ich crushes Satan’s arm and power.
In carly life she lived below Ye friends who loved her,—join to sing,
Nor did her God—her Saviour know, | Loud hallelujahs to her King ;

Still onward gress, march bold,ly on,

But in the Lord’s appointed hour ; i I I
She felt the Spirit’s rt)luickeuiug power ; ' Until the fight—the VICtOI‘):IS ‘éVOnI.) b



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 17

ANTINOMIANISM: WHAT IS IT?

BY W, P. EDGERTON,
Minister of Enon Chapel, Chatham.

HE above question has occurred to my mind very many times ; and
under varied circumstances; and the thought arises, Are there
any to whom this epithet justly applies ? If so, who are they ?

Arminians and Moderate Calvinists apply it to those whom they term,
‘“ High Calvinists ;” and inasmuch as we feel bound to repudiate the
charges, we tacitly admit that there is something obnoxious in the
term. I understand the word to signify, one against the law, derived
from Anli-nomos. Dictionarians define it, as one who holds good works,
not to be necessary fo Salvation. The question therefore is started in
the mind, Are we, who are called High Calvinists, against the law?
“do we discard good works?” I emphatically answer, No.

We are not against it, for we had not known Sin but by the law ; by
it we saw our guilty state, and know our utterly lost condition. Like
the Apostle, we consent to it, that it is good ; but we are by nature
defiled, and altogether undone. -Do we make void the law? Nay,
rather, we establish it, in the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He hath met it as we could not, and magnified and made it honourable,
delivering us from its well merited curse. So that now we can meet
all its claims in the perfect righteousness of the Son of God ; and ifthe
substance of the law is, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
heart, soul, body, and strength, and thy neighbour as thyself,” is not
this the delight of the Christian ? He rejects not the moral law, which
is the goldenrule, but he delights in it after the inward man. Rom. vii 21.
And while he finds it impossible to be saved by it; yet, in its moral
bearing, he finds it, when compared with the Gospel, synonymize ; and
love, ardent, aspiring and growing prompts him, not in the cold sense of
duty, but of holy privilege, to serve his God, by admitting his claims and
walking in his ways.

But the argument is further adduced ; the necessity of good works
is denied. To this I must offer opposition: they are necessary as
evidences of salvation; for ““by their fruits shall ye know them;”
if there is life, there must be fruit; if light is in, it must shine forth:
““without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” And if a man professes
to be God’s, and his life is not one of integrity, he cannot be a Christian.
(sce James ii 26.) This we contend for, good works are not productive
of the life ; but the life of God in the soul, is the parent of good deeds:
and where grace has taken possession of the heart these things will be
seen ; for,

None shall stand in Heaven at last,
Or God’s unclouded glory see,

Who talk of free and sovereign grace,
Unless that grace “ has made him free.”

But it cannot be denied that there is a loose spirit in some professors,
and in ministers a lack of preaching the precept, which gives rise to
much misapprehension on the part of some outside the Strict Baptist
Body. Many overlook the apostle’s words, « Brethren, ye have been



18 THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

called toliberty, but use not that liberty as an occasion to the flesh.” I
venture to say, that we have in some of our professors the spirit of
antinomianism ; but it is not the teaching of the Strict Baptist minis-
try as a whole ; it is the truth perverted ; and terrible is the state of
that man who holds the truth in unrighteousness. I have heard since
I have been in the ministry snch expressions as the following: Jesus
Christ atoned for so many sins; hence, of necessity, I must commit
them. Once when I was preaching in the open air, a member of a
Strict Baptist church remarked, “ Ah, he is afraid the Lord will not
have his own, so he must go out to fetch them,” and when we see that
uncharitable, unchristlike spirit, which says, ‘ you must only preach to
the church ;” and if you address’a word of warning to the ungodly,
it is termed legality ; or when we are pained by slander, backbiting,
and a host of kindred things, what is this but the quintessence of
antinonianism ¥ it gives occasion for our opponents to reproach us ; and is
a stumbling block in the way of weak believers, With many it is,
preach us comforting sermons ; whereas the great want of the church is,
a trumpet-tongued declaration of the words, ““ Let every one that
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” How many a min-
ister’s heart has been pained by such things as the above, who cannot bear
to have the veil torn off their hypocrisy, I cannet describe ; but better far
would such be out of the camp, than like Achan in it, only as a fruitful
source of trouble.

It behoves us to preach the whole council of God, and spare neither
Arminianism, or Antinomianism, for presumption in either case is aw-
fulindeed ; and while wering out the grand truth, ““by grace ye aresaved,”
let us also plainly declare the uselessness of calling him “Lord, Lord,”
yet not doing the things he says. Vital godliness cannot go alongside
with worldly company : the idle song, the chess and draught board,
cards, a carnality of mind, and other inconsistencies, the Word
solemnly calls, “‘ come ye out from among them, and touch not the un-
clean thing.” And the true born soul must obey it, for thus it runs :
¢ Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him,”

And while we thus preach, how necessary that we should ever walk
as children of light, and ensamples of the flock | And while conscious
of the superiority of our creed and system, it will not betoken weakness,
if we constantly repudiate the charge so often hurled at us ! but let us,
by divine grace, see to it, that the life is of force as well as the words.
For vain will it be for us to deny the term, as applicable, if our spirit
is one of coldness, narrow-mindedness, lethargy and bigotry. “ Contend
earnestly for the faith.” “ Watch and pray.” Do good to all men,”
“ Speak the truth in love.” ‘Go work in my vineyard.” All these
are necessary exhortations; and if obeyed, that ugly, hateful, hellish,
thing described as “ antinomianism,” will not find a lodgement in any
breast.

Enon Chapel, Chatham.

[That awful course of mockery, and money-making, by mixing a pretension to be
religious with semi-worldly amusements, now so flagrant in one of the
Midland counties, is as sharply rebuked here as was DBalaam by his ass. No
sound-hearted man of God can reflect upon the cfforts now made to get the
people’s money by a large appearance of Evangelism, without iceling a terrible
horror.—ED. ]
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CHRIST'S NOBLE ARMY or MINISTERS axp MARTYRS:
A MONUMENT IN MEMORY OF
Tur SEVEN SHEPHERDS AND Er¢HT PriNcIPAL MEN OF THE
NixeTEENTE CENTURY.

“ Your fathers—where are they 2"

I have, in different parts of the kingdom, briefly, imperfectly,
much too hastily, sounded out our desire to set up a literary

monument in remembrance of the faithfulness of God, in the fulfilment
of that singular prediction given by the Holy Ghost, through the
prophet Micah, where, when re-echoing the oft-announced Incarnation
of the Son or Gop ; and when, in anticipation of the coming in of the
enemy, like a flood, the Almighty, by the prophet, says :—

“ And He (CHRIST) shall stand, and feed in the strength of the Lord :

In the majesty of the Name of the Lord His God :

And they shall abide : for now shall He be great unto the ends of the earth.

AND THIS MAN SHALL BE THE PEACE,
When the Assyrian shall come into aur land ;
And when he shall tread in our pal ces;
Then—shall WE raise against him

SEVEN SHEPHERDS AND EIGHT PRINCES OF MEN.”
This prophecy anticipates that intrusion of the Apostacy ; that gradual
advancement of the armies of the Man of Sin, which the godly men of
this century saw clearly enough creeping on, and culminating in the
Emancipation Act of 1829. From-that period the Romish Assyrian has
been ‘ coming into the land ;” and is now fast “TREADING IN OUR
PALACES.” :

Our lovely England has her palaces of Royalfy ;—there, the robed
Assyrian is planting his footsteps, soft enough, but sure! England
has her Cabinet Councils ; even there the footsteps of the foe is found.
England has her Parliamentary, her Collegiate, her Evangelizing
palaces ; in every one of which there may be seen, and heard too, the
footsteps of the Assyrian.

In all places of power, (royal, legal, civil, evangelical, educational,
and commercial—everywhere) the Assyrian has come in.

Englishmen ! the Traitor is n the house! ‘ Awake to righteous-
ness, and sin not; for some (the Assyrian-Romish hordes) have not
the knowledge of God.” But in you—as in no other nation under
heaven—has God" fulfilled his promise ;—He has raised up and sent
unto you—even in the present century—* SEVEN SHEPHERDS and
Eiger PrINCELY MEN:” as God’s mouth, they have all of them,
“ preached Peace by JEsus CrrisT: HE IS LORD OF ALL!”

They have passed away! Yes! they are gone home: and with
them—for a season—has passed away that heart-melting, sin-condemn-
ing, soul-quickening, Christ-revealing, and truth applying power of
THE ETERNAL SPIRIT. It is true, * the streels of the cify are FULL of
boys and girls :” truly enongh—“these boys and girls are playing in our
streets "—in our meetings for worship ; in our social gatherings;
there the boys are playing conspicuously enough; but * your fathers,
WHERE ARE THEY ?”

Comparatively speaking ; as our own suffering poet onmce wrote of
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even a more ancient race; so, of our own spiritual fathers we may
say :—

“ But few remember them, They lived unknown,
Till persecution dragg’d them into fame,
And chas’d them up to heaven.”

As, in our own century, God hag so marvellously, to the very letter,
fulfilled this Old Testament prophecy of Gospel times—and of Gospel
men; as these “Seven Shepherds and Eight Princely Men” did so
faithfully carry out their commission; as they have left behind them
the oredentials of their conversion—their call—and their conquest
through the blood of the Lamb; we have gathered up the fragments of
their lives and their labours ; and it is powerfully impressed upon our
heart to give the churches in our own day, and the generations yet to
come —a consecutive Memorial of those blessed men, in and by
whose ministry, our Lorp Jesus CHrisT “did stand and feed in the
strength of the LorD, and in the Majesty of the Name of the Lord
His God.”

For this arduous and interesting portion of our work may the Lord
spare, strengthen, and help ns. May the Churchesirejoice init ; and in
the spirit of holy charity, may they pray for their devoted servant in
the truth, C. W. B.

THE OLD SCHOOL BAPTISTS IN DEVONSHIRE.

[During our last tour in the West, the following letter reached us in Exeter; at the
home of the beloved Chard * Shepherd.” Many onquired for Benjamin Wood-
row : they, with thonsands beside, will gladly read the following warm cpistle
from his heart.—EDp.]

Y VERY DEAR AND WELL BELOVED BROTHER C. W.
BANKS,—Real love and gratitude to you in Christ, has induced

me to write you these few lines. I cannot put into words the inex-
pressible sweetness I felt in my poor soul when I had the pleasure of
reading in the “ EARTHEN VESSEL” that you were again going to pay
a visit to my old native county, Devonshire. It brought to my mind
afresh the eternal truths of love and mercy I heard from your heart
and lips some sixteen years since, in Ebenezer Strict Baptist Chapel,
Stonehouse, in old beloved Devonshire. It was one Thursday evening
I heard you so very blessed, to the great comfort of my then poor cast
down soul. Well do I now remember the words of life which was with
power so much blessed to my soul’s good ; I felt as if you spoke every
word to my heart; I remember you looked down on me, and said “ poor
sinner | God does not love thee on account of anything in thy fallen
nature ; but the eternal love of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 1s fixed
upon thy person in Christ, before the world began.” O what word is
this # I said, can it be for my poor soul? Yes! Your words sounded
again in my heart with sweet power. ‘‘ Poor child of God, I tell thee
that thy election in Christ is the fruit of God’s everlasting love, and
thou, O child of God, art blessed in Christ with all spiritual blessings
to the praise of the glory of His grace.” And so I well remember that
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you, when on preaching the eternal covenant love of the Eternal Three
in obtaining eternal redemption for poor sinners by the precious blood
of God’s dear Son, which cleanseth from all sin. Again, dear brother
Banles, allow me, a poor blood-redeemed sinner, to say a few words
about another part of old Devonshire, where eternal life was first given
to my soul. T mean that Strict Baptist chapel in East street, Newton
Abbott, where I experienced that happy change; that noble birth;
“being born again of an incorruptible seed, which liveth and abideth for
ever.” The time and place I never shall forget, which makes old
Devonshire ever dear to me; and also the many elect vessels of mercy
there. For twenty years I enjoyed sweet fellowship with them in the
Gospel, and cannot but feel now my heart loves them, and still united to
them in the blessed truths of free and sovereign grace; for they are
indeed “ OLD ScmooL BapTisTs;” they hold the pure Scripture nn-
mixed doctrines of Election, Predestination, and preservation of the
dear saints through Free Grace to eternal glory. I remember once on
your giving one of your useful visits, preaching through Devonshire, you
preached in the Baptist Chapel, Newton Abbot, from those ever blessed
words of God, by the Apostle Paul, *“ Of him are ye in Christ Jesus,
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifi-
cation, and redemption.” O, my favoured soul, the sweet power of the
eternal truth I then enjoyed under that sermon. I wasin a flood of
tears; my late wife at that same time was in the same seat with me,
and when she saw my eyes streaming down with tears, and my soul re-
joicing in such a blessed way, poor thing she looked at me, and said
at once that if I did not stop crying she should go out of the chapel ;
poor thing, I thought if she did only know how happy I was, for I
really felt strong as a giant; strengthened by the Spirit’s might in the
inner man, for truly the dear Word came with power ; and many of the
old members and deacons did also bear their humble testimony to the
sweet power they enjoyed under that sermon, while for one hour you
was in a most clear and powerful way searching the heighth, length,
breadth, and depth of eternal covenant love of the Eternal Three in God,
the Father beholding His beloved dear people in the Person, holiness,
righteousness, and sacrifice of His dear Son. O, may the Lord still
bless and prosper you in all your labours of love. Then shall his dear
people be fed and comforted. I am with real love in the truth,—
25, Warwick road, West Brompton. B. Woobrow.
November 14, 1872.

THE RAM’S HORNS AND THE WALLS OF JERICHO.

SOME LETTERS FROM R. M. FANCOURT, ESQ., TO MR, THOMAS STRINGER.

[The following is an Introductory Noto to some letters given us for insertion: they
will follow in sucoessive months. ]

EAR FRIEND STRINGER,—I forward you a packet of papers

on the subject of Popery. You may recollect that our mutual

friend Banks called me over the coals, when at Hayes, for not having
contributed to the pages of the Earthen Vessel for a considerable time,
—of which I acknowledge myself verily guilty,—since which time I
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have discovered that Popery, that direful calamity and plague-gpot to
the human race, is making further encroachments in this fair-famed
island, by a large accession of Jesuit Monks and Nuns from forcign
lands, who will, doubtless, when the set time arrives (perhaps not very
remote), burst out into open hostility. Hence, my spirit became stirred
up within me, and T commenced to write a few things on the subject of
that infernal system, and having had the opportunity of making a few
extracts from two or three authentic works on the subject of Popery,
I have, at length, as the sailors say, “ spun out a tolerably long yarn.”
Friend Stringer, I consider, under existing circumstances, anything of
an authentic character, setting forth the Popish deeds of darkness,
ought to be circulated far and wide. The Earthen Vessel is of wide circu-
lation ; I, therefore, send you by this post the result of my labours for
your perusal and consideration ; and should you be of the opinion that
the whole, or any portion is calculated to do even any small amount of
good in stirring up the Protestant principles of the professing Church
of Christ; to warn them of the danger which awaits them, even at
their very doors, and induce them to wage war with the beast, thePope,
and his supporters, whose name is legion,—I say, then, let it, if you
please, go forward, and friend Banks ca make any selections from the
whole as he may think are best suited to the end in view.

Now, with my special Christian love to yourself, good wife, and
family, in which my daughter unites, I remain, dear friend, your true,
and faithful, R. M. FANCOURT.

HE WILIL, COME!
By W. FrRITH,
Of Bexley, Author of © Tears of the Pilgrims.”

Age after age has rolled away, ¢ See the conquering Hero comes

Till centuries are past ;
Yet tho’ His advent seems delayed,
His ¢ Day ** will come * at last.”

For “ in the last days”’ He will come,
The Bridegroom ¢ from afar,”

With power and glory all arrayed,
Bright, like ¢ the Morning Star.”

Not yet we see the Arient Morn,
But darkness that precedes—

Yet stars adorn ‘‘ the brow of night,”
Till night itself recedes.

Then, heralds of His advent call
To watchfulness and prayer,

The sleeping virgins slumbering now,
Oh, ery, Behold, He’s near.

Behold, the Bridegroom bright and fair,
Comes from His starry throne,
Euwerging from the world of light,
With glory all his own.

Forth from his ‘lofty place,”
, To gather up His saints to reign,
In Christ’s Millenial grace.

The echo comes both loud and long,
O’er centuries asleep:

Awake ye.dust, arise ye dead,
Up from the earth and deep. Rev.xx.13

Ye ““ dead in Christ,”” come, ‘ first’’ arise,
Come forth from death’s dark womb ;

’Tis His own voice that breaks upon
The silence of the tomb.

Therefore a ¢ thousand years”” He’ll reign
With all His saints on earth ;

In peace and pure Millenial joys,
Of high celestial birth.

Then purer bliss than Eden knew,
Shall fill the enraptured soul,

To live with Jesus all the while
Millenial ages roll.
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PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS.

Life and Letters of the Late Rev. Jokn
Hobbs.—For many years in the Haber-
dashor’s Hall Chapel, Staining Lane, Lon-
don, did tho pure-minded John Hobbs in-
strumentally feed the souls of the Lord’s
redecmod who worshipped a Triune Joho-
vah within those favoured walls,, He has
passed away ; but the volume of hisletters
which Mr. Pembrey, of Oxford, has pub-
lished will, for generations yet to come,
witness to thousands, we hope, that he was
a most devout and holy man of God: one
of those sare and solemn preachers which
are transparent toall the spirit-taught fam-
ily, as men in whom dwelleth the saving
and sanctifying grace of Christ. Honest
seekers after the essential evidences of true
Godliness cannot do better than study the
volume Mr. Pembrey has produced—with
the Bible by their side, thereby comparing
the spiritual things revealed in the Word
of God with the spiritual blessings realized
in the soul of a somewhat hidden but
happy minister of the Gospol.

« Chatterbox "—is more sensible ; is bet-
ter up in the History and Habits of
Nations—in the works and wonders of
nature, and even in the powers of Grace,
—than many of the expensive serials of
the day. The volume of Chatterbox for
1872, now published by W. W. Gardner,
2, Paternoster Buildings, is & bonny big
book for the young folks; its printing,
plates, writing, and binding, are all in
most attractive harmony.

#The Passion Play”—or, theScenes of Cal-
vary turned into a Dramatic Exhibition, has
actually been carried out in London. So
The Rock informs us. Well! the day has
ocomse, if it never camo before, when a
semi-iinbecility is turning priests, parsons,
professors, dissenters, as well as conform-
ing parties, into & weak and sickly senta-
mentalism. The silly-sally soft perform-
ances and ministrations of self-inflated
pretenders, are getting their places and
their purses as full as they can hold.
What ! is old John Bull selling himself
to Misg Ritual and her grandfather, the
Pope? Whon ?—Oh, when will the Lord,
n the person of another Martin Luther,
come and shake the nation out of her
sleopy and dremny condition ?

Pictures Illustrating the Proverds of Sol-
omon, are given in the volume of * The
Clildrens' Prize for 1872;" cdited by that
herculean ponman, that express-train writer,
Mastor J. Erskine Clarke ; and published

by W. W. Gardner, in the Paternoster
Buildings. The handsome cloth-gilt bind-
ing; the music; and the tales so nuni-
ficently illustrated, fill the juvenile circle
with admiration and joy.

« Anne Elling,"—* The Wiltshire Cen-
tenarian.”’-—A bound and enlarged edition
of this extraordinary mother in Israel, has
been issued by the author, Mr. William
Jeffery, the Baptist Minister of Westhury,
Wilts. We understand Mr, Jeffery has
received more than one thousand letters
expressive of the spiritual good resulting
from the reading of this little book, Need
we say anything after that? Neverthe-
less, we have permission to review it more
specially presently.

“The Glory of the Lord in the Cloud.”
—A sermon by Mr. W. Crowther. Lon-
don: R. Banks, Racquet Court, Fleet st.
A comforting exposition of the Bow in the
Cloud: a spiritual mind will here find
heavenly matter, which will strengthen
faith, and much endear the Lord.

“ The Bennett Judgment."—A. Farewell
Sermon, by Rev. C. J. Bird, M.A, This
truly conscientious clergyman has torn
himself from the Church of England on
account of her Popish tendencies. This
faithful discourse can be had of R. Banks,
Racquet Court, Fleet Street.

« Tears of the Pilgrims in the Sunlight
of Heaven.”—Since James Smith has gone
home, and his little attracting books have
almost become scarce, Mr. Frith has evinced
a fitness to follow in the same line of use-~
ful suthorship. There are multitudes of
seekers who require the sincere smilk of
the Word ; they also may be much helped
by a kind and seasonable sympathy. Kor
all poor weeping things this book, in the
hands of the Lord, may prove a cordial of
iinmense value. We are, all of us, break-
ing our hearts over the trials of this lite,
at times, and shedding burning tears; and
the man who would step in and soothe tho
spirits of the sorrowful, is a friend to his
race. Such a kind-hearted fellow is Wu.
Frith, the minister of Trinity Chapel, New
Bexley. A sccond handsome edition is
now published by Mr. Robert Banks,
Raequet Court, Fleet Street, London.

« Believing Bastards and Unbelicving
Sons : or, the Joy of the Hypocrite, and the
Sorrow of the Child)” e, Joe—by Mr
Arthur Wilcockson, 8, Coltman strect,
Hull, (1s.) *The Spirit of Anti-Christ,”
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as oxisting among, and as manifested by,
many Baptists in Bngland, is exposed,in
this book by Mr. Wilcockson in_tho plainest
terms. We are surprised to find that tho
caclusive spirit has been so porsistently an-
tagonistic toward himself ; shutting his ad-
vertisements out of their pages, and closing
pulpits against his ministry. Mr. Hunt-
ington’s Works ; Mr. Abrahams’ Sermons;
and other good men who were not Baptists,
arc announced and commended in that
monthly which refuses Mr. Wilcockson any
notice whatever. We grieve over theso
things, and often wonder how it can be
sanctioned by any who haye been led into
the liberty of the sons of God! Marvel-
lous indeed it is, that the very men who
have written so much against Popery, are,
in another form, doing their utmost to
establish its cruel spirit and iron rule
among their own people. Cruel, to the last
degree, itis. Wewish Mr. Wilcockson was
a Baptist; but believing him to be a gra-
cious, a truthful, and a devoted minister
of Christ, we cheerfully and honestly aid
liis efforts to spread abroad the savour of
the Holy Gospel to our utmost. Solemn
charges are here laid at the door of the
Baptist ministers in general: of course,
we arc included ; let us all consider how
far we are justified in indirectly resisting
the preaching and writing of such a man as
Mr. Wilcockson has long been proved to be.

Literary Notes—* Rules of the Gospel
Advocate Society,” &. A quarter of a
century has passed since we commenced
a Society of this character: some good
was done; but, the Strict Baptist clergy
in those days were not so practically bene-
volent as we hope they will be: hence,
for want of friends, this society died out.
We did what we could ; but prejudice and
jealousy then, as now, opposed us. We
think Mr. Baxter’s efforts are very success-
ful. “The Pious Countryman in his
Cottage in silent communion with God,”
is a sacred picture in Our Own Fireside
Almanack, a_penny sheet of great merit.
The Day of Days, for December has a good
paper on “ Where to leave our Troubles,”
although we tremble over the closing sen-
tence—*Earth has no sorrows which
Heaven cannot cure.” The sorrows of the
reprobate, of the irmpenitent, the unpar-
doned, are never cured ; and Why? The
Traveller Coming Back to “the Old
Church again, ” looks touchingly interest-
ing to Church people, in  Our Qwn Firc-
side ;" and “The Yule Log,” in * Home
Words,” makes us think of Christmastide
when blazing fires and plenty of food

made it a merry time,

“ The Year 1872."—' The past year,”
says the Editor of The Sword and Trowel,
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“has beon for Diesenters an ill-favoured
ono.” Deeply do we mourn over the bar-
renness of our ohurches, Novertheless,
the bow is in the cloud : little greon spots
are hero and thero to bo seen. Wo cannol
drive or draw people to prayer, but we
will hope God’s set time to favour Zion is
not far off.

The Monthly Record of Protestant Evan~
elical Mission, §¢.—We felt a joy in our
eart on reading in Mr. Stoele’s Decem-

ber number the fact that zeal in the do-
fonce of Protestant principloes is awakening
in the churches of this country, Indeed,
it is high time. We do not hesitate to ox-
press our conviction that every servant of
Christ is bonnd by his allegiance to his
Divine Master to call upon every hearer,
every worshipper, every member, indi-
vidually and collectively to witness for the
good old Gospel of God; and to publish
the truth as it is in Jesus Christ, in overy
possible way, not to excite the enemies to
anger; but to lead them (God helping) to
a careful consideration of the blessings
flowing from the Gtospel, in -opposition to
the curses following the introduction of
the Man of Sin. We would set an exam-
ple; but as soon as we began -we were
knocked down; and in our present posi-
tion we have no power to act. But, in
every part of the kingdom where we can,
we, without fear, boldly warn the people
of the dangers now threatening our nation,

“ New Cyclopedia of Illustrative Anec-

dote:” “ The Missionary World :”—Part
XXII of cach of these books, are mnow
issued by Mr. Elliot Stock; with titles, in-
dices, &c. complete; making rare works of
referonce for all public speakers who re-
quire and can use fillings 1, ¢ The Mis-
stonary World,” is a compressed history of
the rise and growth of Missionary work.

« Sanctification ! "—Mr. J. Haines, of 13,
Ross road, Abbey lane, Stratford, K., has
issued a mneat three-penny pamphlet on—
“Tug Work or TnE Seirtt; which sacred
mystery is not only experimentally un-
folded ; but each section cheerfully illus-
trated by poems and hymns, which the
wayfaring man cannot but appreciate and
understand, if the * Comforter” anoints
his eyes to sec the beauties of grace in lier
most comely attire,

“ CugzriNg Worps.”—The Vol, for 1872,
prettily bound, either in scarlet cloth gilt,
or in neat printed cover, can be had of
Robert Banks, Racquet Court, Fleot Street,
London. Also, * The Baptist Almanack”
for 1873 ; which is a neat, cheap, and use-
ful Annual for all our churches.

“The Only Hope of the Gospel:” by
Thomas Creswick Nichols; we follow Paul’s
advice ; the Hartley Row Tale is ominous.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

A LETTER FROM J. B. M‘CURE TO;
THE CHURCH AT EDEN CHAPEL,
CAMBRIDGE.

To the Deacons and Members of the|
Church and Congregation worshipping
in Eden Chapel, Cambridge.

My dear Brethren and Sisters in_our most
glorious Christ, who is the ever living and
everlasting Head of his dear blood-bought
body. ‘“And we are members of his body,
of his flesh, and ofhis bone.”” One, eternally
one with Christ—

Onein the tomh ; one when he rose :
Oune when he triumphed o’er his foes!
One when in heaven he took his seat,
While seraphs sang all hell's defeat.

Notwithstanding the hlessedness that we
have in, and with our precious Lord, yct are
we mortal, and in the wilderness, the thorns |
of which are still growing, and our loving
and gracious Father is pleased to give unto
his poor children fiery trials which are to try
them. *‘In the world ye shall have tribu-
lation. ¢ There was given unto me a thorn
in the flesh.” ‘¢ Beloved, tbink it not strange
—as though some strange thing happened
unto you.” We are not to count them
strange. *‘ We are appointed thereunto.”
They are not strange things to God’sloving
purposes, promises, and covenant, and they
were not strange things unto those who are
now hefore the throne of God and the Lamb
in glory,—

Once they were mourners here below,
And wet their couch with tears,

They wrestled hard as we do now
With sins and doubts and fears.

It has pleased my gracious Lord in the exer-
cise of Eis lovingkindness, while leading me
about in the wilderness, to lead me into a new
trial that I have never before experienced.
The fire has been hot, and the water deep ;
but not hot enough to consume ; nor deep
enough to drown. The poor tempest-tossed
pilgrim hag been sustained, because Jehovah
my faithful covenant God has heen with me
according to that precious promise, I will
be with thee.” hen? when thou passest
through the waters ; yes, in the time of need,
our God is a friend in deed ; a present help,
and will help, and that right early, in time,
never too late.

The afflietions by which the Lord has
brought me down, and laid me aside from my
loved work for a little season has been of a
very serious and dangerous character.

On Saturday morning, Nov. 16th, I ex-
pectorated a little hlood for the first time in
my life, which continued throughout the day.
I was just leaving my wife and children for
Cambridge by the five o'cloek traiu, p.m.,:
when I coughed up more blood, and then
more and more for nearly half an hour.,

While my family were alarmed, I was notin
the least, but was more concerned lest I
should lose my train, than by the loss of my
life blood. The hemorrhage having ceased,
reason and prudence said, you must not go
to Cambridge. But the Gospel said, you
must go. I felt altogether unnatural, or I
could never under such circumstances have
left my home, which I did, six o’clock at
night, a distance of 57 miles. I felt that I
could not disappoint you of hearing that
Gospel that I had promised to preach to you
on the following day. Ofcourse Iam blamed
very much for having risked my life! I ean
bear the blame when I know that what I did
I did it for the sakeof Him who gave his life
for me. To him, and his dear Church, and
to you as part of the Chureh of Christ I have
given myself. Well, I came to you in weak-
ness; and in fear, and in much trembling,
and preached the blessed Gospel of Christ, in
which I do rejoice and will rejoice ; for hiad
I not been able to have preaclied, reason
would then have triumphed.  Blessed be
God, his counsel shall stand, and he will do
all his pleasure.”

If the preaching of those sermons that
might have cost me my life, should be the
means of soul life to some poor sinner, that
will be my reward, and my justification tor
preaching the word of God that day, Nov. 17,
1872.

While I was preaching in the evening,and
had spoken 35 minutes, I felt the blood
coming up from my lung into my throat!
I concealed the fact from you, fearing to
alarm you ; I closed the sermon, and while
you were singing a hymn I brought up a
good deal of b%ood; I then closed the service
by prayer, and was driven to the kind and
hospitable home of my dear friends, Mr. and
Mrs. Thoday, whose kindness to me during
my affliction I shall never forget, my Master
will reward them ; and also my dear friend
Mr. Beall, whose attention to me during
such a critical time was of the greatest mo-
meut. Mr. Beall then went for Dr. Latham,
who when he had examined me found that I
had ruptured a blood vessel on my right lung !
That kind physician, Dr. Latham, by his
skill and constant attention, was the means,
under God, of my recovery. T then went to
bed, and there remained during the week.
During that time I hrought up a pint of
blood! My gracivus Lord was my rctuge
and my strength in the day of my trouble, for

T feltit was well, either for life or death,

that I had no choice only to do the will of
the Lord, and could say, as my late dear wife
said, when on her dying bed. Directly she
was informed that she could not live till
morning, she replied, *“I am prepared to go
any moment. I have but onc earthly wish,
and that is, that I might see my dear hus-
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bhand once more ; but if it is not the Lord’s
will Tam resigned ; my will is swallowed up
in his.””  Her earthly wish was not granted ;
she died twenty-three days before my arrival
home.

At times; T did desire that I might depart
to be with Christ. Butmy gracious Master
said, ‘“ Not now "’—

Not now, my child—a
tossing—
A 1ittle longer on the billow’s foam—
A few more journeyings in the desort-darkness,
And then the sunshine of thy Father's home,

Not now—for I have wanderers in the distanco,

Arlld thou must call them in with patient
ove;

Not now, for I have sheep upon the mountains,

And thou must follow them where'er they
rove.

little more rough

Not now,—for I have loved ones sad and weary ;
Wilt thou not checr thecm with a kindly
smile ?
Sick ones, who need thee in theirlonely sorrow ;
Wilt thou mot tend them yet a little while ?

Go with the name of Jesus to the dying,
And speak that namc in all ils living power;
Why would thy heart grow chill and weary ?
Canst thou not watch with me onelittle hour ?

One little hourl—and then the glorious
crowning,
The goldem harp.strings and the victor'
palm— .

One little hour! and then the hallelujah !
Lternity's long, deep thanksgiving psalm !

I then exclaimed, ‘““The cup which my
Father hath given we shall I not drink it?”
Father, I will—then give the needed medi-
cine ; be by my side, only thy face don’t hide.
1’1l drink it all; it must be good. Tis thine!

On the following- Lord’s-day my farewell
sermons were to have been preached at
Pimlico; the Lord ordered it otherwise. I
was laid low in afHliction in Cambridge, and
on the first Lord’s-day in the present month
1 was to have preached my first sermons to
you in Cambridge as your pastor, my pas-
torate commencing on that day. Instead of
being able to fulfil my promise to you, I was
ill in London.

But I am thankful that my gracious God
Lias once more made me a witness of his love
and power, *that his arm is not shortened
that it cannot save’—

Tell of his wondrous faithfulness,
And sound his power abroad!

Sing the sweet promise oi hls grace
And the performing God.

The healing hand of God has raised me up,
with every prospect of a perfect cure; my
lungs are sound, and I am in a healthy con-
dition of body, and there is no reason why I
should not be as well as ever. It will be
very important that I should be more careful
of myself for the future than I have been.
In twelve months I have preached 300 times.
During October last I preached 34 sermons.
But I helieve the principal cause of my ill-
ness has been from trouble upon trouble
and thorns and wounds that bave pierced
me through with sorrow upon sorrow. Ne-
vertheless the Lord has given to me the shoes
of iron aud brass, and strength according to
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my day, so that I am able to say, “ Having
therefore obtained help of God, I continud
unto this day, witnessing both to small and
great, saying none other things than those
which the prophets and Moses did say should
come,” viz,, the things concerning Christ,

On Lord’s-day, 15th, T shall, by the will of
God, be able and willing to appear in your
midst, and occupy that important position to
which gou have called me—your under
shepherd in the Lord. It is my most carnest
desire that I may continue in that relation
nntil death shall strip me of this house of
clay. Till then, by the grace and help of the
Lord, I shall ﬁive myself up to you, the
peog)le of my charge, to ¢ feed the Cburch of
God which he hath purchased with his own
blood.”’

And now, brethren, suffer the word of
exhortation. *“ Endeavonring by every means
to keep the umity of the spirit in the bond of
peace.”” We are living in awful times, that
are pretentious enough to fill us with alarm ;
the enemies of Christ are legion ; among them
there is unity, perseverance, and determina-
tion to oppose the Gospel of Christ. Let there
also be unity, decision, and indomitable deter-
mination and perseverance in the far more
nobler caunse in which we are engaged, viz.,
the defence of the Gospel—the glorious Gos-
pel of the blessed God.

I entreat you, my dear hrethren and sisters,
for Christ sake, help and encourage me all
that you are able in the great work to which
I am called. My motto through life has
been, ‘‘ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
doit with thy might.’” Letit be thine also;
and ‘““let us go forth therefore unto him
without the camp, bearing his reproach ; for
here we have no continuing city, but we seek
one to come.”” So that it may be said of the
church and congregation, deacons, and mi-
nister of Eden chapel, Cambridge,- ‘* Behold
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren
to dwell together in unity,” and in that
unanimity of the Gospel we shall fight the
good fight of faith victoriou%y, stand every
storm, conquer every foe, ‘“ Nay in all these
things we are more than conquerors through
him that loved us,” Now I beseech you,
brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake,
aud the love of the Spirit, that yestrive toge-
ther with me in your(f)rayers to God for me,
that I may.be delivered from them that believe
not, and that the service which 1 have for
Cambridge may be accepted of the saints
that I may come unto you with joy by the will
of God, and may with you be refreshed.
Now the God of peace, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, be with theeall. Amen.”

CHATHAM.—OUR SAVIOUR’S PAT-
TERN COPIED.

Tea and public meeting, on behalf of Sick
Visiting Societv, was holden on Monday,
November 18, 1872. Praise and prayer were
offered by brotber Dumsday, (deacon). Mr.
Oliffe spoke upon the day of small things;
instanced Sabbath schools, growing from the
small gatherings of Robert Raikes to its
present Jarge dimensions. Especially did the
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spenker dwell upon the fact that from the
small emotions and dosires called forth by the
Holy Spirit in the heart, came in God’s time,
the perfection of grace. They go from
strength to strength until they all appear in
Zion. Many things in his own experience
were instanced as proofs of the growing exer-
cises of the child of God.

Mr. Vanheson declared the goodness of
God to him in his younger days; and feel-
ingly described his sorrow while under a
sense of sin, and the abundance of peace that
flowed into his heart when pardon came. We
thought while listening to his statement,
how different is the warm-hearted testimony
of a true born soul, to the cold, empty, doc-
trinal theorising of some whose creed is
sound, but whose hearts are icy cold! How
true the poet’s utterance—

No blg words of ready talkers,
No dry doctrine will suffice,
Broken hearts and humble walkers,
These are dear 1o Jesu’s eyes.

Brother Casse followed with some c¢ncou-
raging words ; he said, I have been called
upon in conncetion with this Society to visit
the sick for some years past, and I can tes-
tify that God has owned our efforts, in one
case I trust to the conversion of a man pre-
viously dead to eternal realities. I was re-
quested in company with a brother to go and
see him, which I did, we relieved him and
spoke of matters connected with his soul’s
salvation, but there was no response, no
feeling. I offered to pray with him, but he
replied in his country brogue, ‘‘ you’ve no
call to do that, master;” but Idid and left
him. I visited him several times, and at last
it was apparent that God had opened his eyes
to sec himself a lost sinner, and ere he left
time for eternity we had reason to belicve him
to be a real true born vessel of mercy. I
have visited others: but I will name one
instance of mercy in conmnection with our-
selves. We had a_venerable brother who was
removed to Chatham Union when he was
ninety years of age. I saw him a short time

revious to his death, and it was blessed to
ear him, although ina Union, give expres-
sion to the words—

I would not change my blest estate

For all that earth calls good and great,

And while my faith can kecep her hold

I onvy not the sinner’s gold !

Thus divine grace made his declining hours
full of great happiness.

Mr. Edgerton (Pastor), gave a few words
upon the unsectarian character of the Society,
urging the command, ‘“do good unto all
men ; especially those who are of the house-
hold offaith.”” “ We do not want to buy peo-
ple with our gifts, but our Master healed the
sick, besides preaching the Gospel, and we
must practice as well as preach. With gifts
and charities the Romanists and Ritualists
scek to grain the poor, and shall we who have
the truth beless liberal than the advocates of
error?  Let ns, according to our means, ame-
liorate the wants and woes of the suffering
and distressed. OQught not all Christian peo-
ple, who have wealth at their command, to
study Christ’s address to his people and the
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mere professor in the dread Judgment day
as descrihed in Matthew xxv. 34, &e; alko
James i, 27, as descriptive of true religion. [
trust we may not lack this Christ-like spirit.
TiMoTuy.

READING—THE LATE MRS. PURSEY.
DeEAR BROTHER BANKS,—I send few
lines, in honour to our covenant-keeping God,
whose faithfulness was proved in the experi-
ence of our sister Pursey, the beloved wife of
Mr. William Pursey, one of our deacons.
She was an honourable member of the Church
of Christ for more than thirty years. As her
health declined spiritual strength was given,
which prompted her to speak of recent mani-
festations of Divine power, and of some com-
fortable assurance of her personal interest in
the blessed Redeemer. xtreme weakness
deprived her of natural eyesight some weeks
before her death : her dear husband earnestly
prayed the Lord to give her a special token
for good. This was answered by a precious
inlet of the rays of the glory-world to which
she was fast hastening; in the darkness and
silence of night, she was constrained to shout
out ina firm and unfaltering voice, *“ Oh,
the blessed light!’’ three times. The nurse
asked her, a short time before the change,
if she could say, ‘“On Christ, the solid rock,
I stand; >’ to which, in confidence, she re-
plied, “ Yes ! no hope but Jesus. I can trust
my all to Christ!” In this she rested while
nature sunk into the arms of death. Thus
she fell asleep in Jesus on the morning ot
November 24, 1872. In her life she was much
attached to Mr. G. Wyard, sen., for his
work’s sake ; who, by the desire of her hus-
band attended to the Burial serviee, at the
Reading Cemetery, November 20. May the
Lord give all needful grace to the bereaved
husband, to bow with humble submission to
this solemn dispensation : that he may feel-
ingly exclaim, ‘“ Not my will hut thine be
done!”” May it be sanctified to the cbildren,
that they may be led to know their mother’s
and father’s God is their God; may it be
sanctified to the Church, that as members are
heing called home we may be earnest that
the Lord will bring others to fill their places
on earth. So prays, A. MARTIN.
HACKNEY ROAD.—The eleventh anni-
versary of brother Henry Myerson’s pasto-
rate at Shalom Chapel, Oval, was commemo-
rated by tea and public meeting, on Decem-
ber 3, 1872. Mr. Bonney presided ; and ex-
pressed his Christiau esteem for the pastor
and the cause of Christ, in that, and in all
other places, where Divine truth in the love
of it is maintained. Brother Lodge presented
brief, but special prayer; and, after singing,
the speaking commenced ; which was coneise,
consccutive, and clear.  Brother Osmond
opened the term GRACE: brother Griffith
disconrsed on MERCY ; brother Gander came
with the foundation and fruit of Prace; C.
W. Banks gave a few words on work : breth-
ren Crowhurst, Lodge, Myecrson, Goldiug,
and others rendered the gathering useful in
more respects than one. The providence o1
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God was remarkably displayed in raising up
Mr. Myerson as minister in that place ; pro-
vidence has continued to smile on him ; the
Holy Spirit has worked by the Word ; souls
have been raised iuto life ; the Church, like
the bee-family, has had its swarming and in-
gathering seasons; it has sent forth ministers
and believers, into different parts of the world ;
its school, and other auxiliaries, have scattered
blessings around ; in honour and in truth,
the good minister is still preserved, looking
hopefully for many years of holy toil yet to
come ; and when the earthly Sgalom is ex-
changed for the heavenly sanctuary—we be-
lieve he will hear that glorious welcome,
“ Now enter into the joy of thy Lord!”
Then will Henry Myerson know—
« There is sweet rest in heaven.”

NOTTING HILL.—SILVER STREET
CHAPEL.—On Lord’s-day morning, Nov.
10, Mr: G. Wyurd, sen. preached from
‘“Blessed is the man whom thou choosest,
and causest to approach unto thee.”” Our
aged friend showed first the blessing of God ;
secondly, the character to whom the blessing
helongs ; thirdly, God’s choice ; lastly, their
heing brought migh to God, and how they
are made to approach, and for what end.
In the afternoon, Mr. Bennett gave us a most
cxcellent sermon, full of life, light, and
sweetness, upon justification.  In evening
Mr. Wyard spoke from, “My God shall
supply all your nced,”” &c. On Nov. 12, our
tea meeting was a hallowed season. Mr.R. G.
Edwards has been delivering Sunday after-
noon lectures, on ¢ The Woman in the Sun,”
“the Post Man,” ‘8alt,”” &c. We hope
Silver-street will yet rise to a flourisbing
cause. Brother ~ Crumpton occasionally
attends with us.

BURNHAM.—The followin% sorrowful
fact proves we are not foolish in looking shy
at the little paddle boats which carry you over
the sea-stream into Burnham. The rich
oyster merchants should at once carry the
rail from Southend to Burnham. It would
make pretty little Burnham a flourishing
town. OQur brother John Taylor says,—
“You will be grieved to hear what hap-
pened last Friday. Three young men in a
hoat, like the one you came from the ferry
in, and in the same direction you came, were
plunged into the sea ; the boat sank ; one, the
youuﬁest, was saved ; the other two sank to
Tise no more ; their funeral on Saturday was
solemn.

HADLOW, KENT.—Mr. R. Burbridge,
Jeaves the church here in peace, and with the
prayers of the people that the Lord may bless
Lim elsewhere. e is open to serve Strict
Baptist churches.  Address, R. Burbridge,
4, Concrete villas, Lavender Hill, Tunbridge,
Kent.

RICHMOND, SURREY.—Mrs. Eliza-
beth Wild, widow of the late venerable James
Wild, died November 4, 1872, aped 81.
< Peace through the blood of the Lamb*” was
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her merey during the last days of her lon
and afflictive life. We knew and truly love
her husband ; he was a friend indeed to the
little Baptist Church in Richmond. Now
there are two small bands, both destitute of
any settled pastor; but truthful ministers
supply the pulpits.” When we look at Rich-
mond, Staines, Hounslow, Windsor, and other
glaces in that delightful part of our suburban
istrict, all without pastors settled over the
several churches, the reflection produces
solemn thoughts—driving us to conclusions
not hastily to be named.

BUCKLAND COMMON. —DEAR
BROTHER BANKS,—This little hill of Zion
has been favoured by the Master of Assemblies
withlove visits ; during thelast year scven have
been added to the church; I have been pri-
vileged to baptize four upon a profession of
their faith in Jesus, two (husband and wife),
January 3, 1872; and Oectober 30, two others,
likewise busband and wife. What an un-
speakable mercy, when the Lord is plcased to
call by His grace, those united by the ties of
pature ; how sweet their communion with
each other at the throne of grace! how hal-
lowed their sympathy ! how joyful their an-
ticipations of meeting each other in the land
beyond the river,

“ Where the surges cease to roll,
Where, in all the bright for ever,
Sorrow ne'er shall press the soul.
The people have great cause for gratitude;
the greater part of the chapel has been re-
built, so that they can now meet to worship
the God of their mercies, secure from the in-
clemency of the weather 5 they have had to
struggle ; but the Lord has been their strength
in time of need. There is a Sabbath school
which is well attended, O that the people
may still be enahled to look to the Lord for
His blessing, and may the answer come in

-the language of the Master to Nathanael,

““ Thou shalt see greater things than these.”
So prays, WiLLiaM Woob.

CLERKENWELL.—As a Christian
church in Wilderness Row, we have much
to be thankful for ; we know from blessed ex-
perience how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity, peace,
andlove. In Zion, Wilderness Row ; through
grace we have been preserved in the doctrines,
preeepts, and ordinances of the Gospel of
Christ. Qur Missionary Society, Sunday
School, Tract, Benevolent, and Dorcas
Societies, are made a blessing to many by him
who owns these works of faith and labours ot
love of a devoted band of fellow-labourers in
the Gospel. E. H.
[This short note is gratefully expressive of

good works being productive of good re-

sults. ]

DISCOURSES ON DIFFERENT DE-

GREES OF DISCIPLESHIP.

Trinity Chapel, in the Borough of South-
wark, has been the scene of many changes in
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the ministry,  When I looked up into that
lofty pulpit on Tuesday afternoon, December,
10, 1872, and saw Mr. William Crowther there

_ steadily preaching the good things of the
Kingdom—the reccollection of many whose
honoured persons have there appeared; but
wlio arc now no more to he scen with us,
caused silent thoughts on man’s frailty,
Here Benjamin Lewis, Master Betts, William
Bonner, Silverton, and hosts of others, have
there spoken truth ; but a steady and sterling
Gospel prosperity has notlately been enjoyed.
At present, Mr. Squirrell’s ministry throws a
halo of hopeful usctulness into the place ; and
through him, some anxiously ¥sten to hear
the Lord saying, ‘I am returned to Jerusa-
lem with mercies ; My house shall be built in
it : and the Lord shall yet comfort Jerusalem.”
When young men with hearts sound, heads
clear, and souls full of life and love to God,
come forth in His name, it causeth us to re-
joice. We have not seen Trinity look so
cheerful as on the evening of December 10,
1872, Charles Spenccr, Esq., presided ; and
in his address and introduction of the speak-
ers, hc is pleasant without the slightest ex-
travagance either of time or words. C. W.
Banks asked our Heavenly Father to pour
His blessing on the church; on its young
pastor; on the good sermon that afternoon
delivered ; and to help the speakers that
evening in discoursing upon the different fea-
tures and experiences of the disciples of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Mr. Spencer is very
happy in his selection of hymns, all calculated
to carry the souls of the people up to the
grand source and centre of Godliness and
glory. The Chairman was supported on his
left by brethren Wm. Crowther, Thos. Jones,
J. Bennett, Flavius Josephus Hudson, C. W.
Banks ; on his right by brethren T, Stringer,
Jos. Warrcn, R. A. Lawrence, the minisfer
Squirrell, R. G. Edwards, and others. We
have notes of the leading addresses, and hope
to give some of them next month: but the
pressure this month is too great. Brother
Thomas Jones’s description of his conversion
to God and to the Gospel was very solemn and
blessed. '

LITTLE WILD STREET.—Charles
White’s programme of Sunday evening dis-
courses on the Life and Tines of Elijah and
Paul, is before us; with the question— Is
this the true way to raisc a drooping cause ?”’
THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD
is heaven’s great ordinance. If a minister is
sent of God to preach Christ’s Gospel—and if
such a ministerdoes precach THE Gospel faith-
fully, we have the promise that it shall pros-
per in the thing whereunto the Lord sendeth
it: hut we cannot help looking gravely at
the course now adopted by some ministers who
propose to themselves, and publish to others, a
course of Lectures on some given themes for
Sunday services, Lecture if you like on
week everings ; but on the Lord’s-day go to
your Master’s feet, and to your Master’s book,
and pray, and seareh for His Word to be given
to you by Him; then carry His message to
the people. - Be careful how you play or trade
with God’s house and word !
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.CHALKSHIRE CHAPEL.— HIGH
WYCOMBE, December 12, 1872. Passing
here toward Kimble, my thoughts ran into
Paul’s words—‘“ And in this confidence 1
was minded to come to you before, that yc
might have a second benefit.”” Here I found
two great principles: first, a well grounded
confidence as regards a man’s right standing
toward QGod—toward the ministry—and
toward the Church of Christ.  Secondly,
here is the special benefit resulting from the
ministry of the Gospel. As I thought upon
these things our train rolled into Princes
Risborough station ; and not knowing I ought
to ““change here for Little Kimble ’—I sat
still thinking on ; when lo ! behold ye, I found
my train was running into Oxfordshirc in-
stead of into Chalkshire. When a steam enginc
is running you into your desired haven it is
all very pleasant; but when you find your-
self heing hurled away from where you ought
to be, with no time to lose it is another thing
altogether. As soon as the train stopped at

_Bledlow, out I jumped, told the station-mas-

ter I wanted to be at Chalkshire by halt-

past two; it- was then half-past one.
No eab, no cart, no train was here.
Five miles to walk in one hour. * Go back

up the line to the bridge; then descend into
the road ; and up the left hand road.”” Thus
the man directed me, Up the line I marched,
looking backwards and forwards lest any ex-
press train should run me down., Reached
the bridge in safety; but the precipitate des-
cent int theroad looked difficult. Nostairs,
no steps ; here I paused. With cloak, and
leather bag, and umbrella, how could I get
down an embankment so steep? The thought
appeared to take all text and sermon out of
me; but flinging myself down upon my back,
I slid or crecped down; jumped over the
fence; into the road I ran; and now com-
menced steam travelling of quite another
kind; safer it might be, but not so easy to
one’s legs ; certainly not with one quarter the
speed, Five miles inone hour! howcan it be?
Thank the Lord, tite sun was shining ; the
frost had made the road clean and dry ; and
as I had had no dinner, I was as light and as
cheerful as I could be under the circumstances.
Had not gone far e’er I met an elder in a
donkey-cart. “Is this the way to Chalkshire,

if you please, sic?”” “ Yes, right on. Are
you Mr. Banks?”” ¢ Yes, sir.” “ Ah, well
I loves all that love our Saviour!”” That

cheered me ; on I went. But time went faster
than I did.

To be carrfed into the WRONG ROAD is a
fearful thing to one’s mind—even in time
things! but, oh, what a terrible junction is
death ! Two trains start out of that Junction.
One goes rapidly down to endless woe. The
other carries you up into life eternal. Asa
man—as a minister—as a sinner—as one that
hopes he has obtained merey, I would say to
my reader—be careful which train you are in.
If born of the Spirit, if redeemed by the Sen,
if love Divine leadeth thee to the throne of
grace—to know and fear the Lord; if grace
has enabled thee to tramsact that onc great
piece of holy business Paul speaketh of—*‘ L
know whom I have believed; and am per-



30

suaded He is able to keep that which I have
committed unto Him against that day; ” if
this deposit has been made, suvely the Word of
Jesus declares unto thee, that thou shalt never
lose thy soul in eternal death, for

“ IIIs honour iIs cngaged to save
The meanest of his sheep;
ALL that His heaveuly Father gave,
His hands sccurely keep,”

Well, say you, Did you get to Chalk-
shire in time to give them a second benefit ?
Bless the Lord, I did.  After I had walked
myself up into a thorough heat—after I had
made many enquiries—after fearing I should
not reach the chapel in time—a kind gentle-
man came up in a trap; he took me up, car-
ried me on the road within one mile and a
half of the chapel. Then onward I pushed ;
reached the place; fonnd the people waiting ;
a good brother prayed, and I delivered my
messages both afternoon and evening. The
chapel was filled at night, and we had a time
of warm freedom. John Read, Esq., took the
chair, and Jed the devotional parts ot the ser-
vice ; brother Crampin and brother Collett,
of Askett, gave approviug addresses ; aud the
services closed with gladuess. The history of
Chalkshire shall be given as soon as my es-
tecemed brother, George Lane can supply the
material ; but he is such a hard working man,
his time for writing is scarce. Our hearty
decacon Towerton, and his cheerful wife lodged
me for the night. Coombe Farm is near the
Velvet Lawn—in a sweet little valley ; there,
as in a convalescent home, many a weary
pilgrim 1might find a healthful change. The
next day I spent an hour with the Askett
Baptist pastor, Mr. Collett. I hope the Lord
will greatly honour, help, and use him for
years to come. C. W. B.

TRING.—At West End Baptist Chapel,
we are looking anxiously for the settled min-
istration of Mr. Arthur Baker, from Sutton,
who we hope will be our pastor. Mr. Baker
has now had some experience in preaching the
Gospel: Tring is a singular town for Bap-
tists who hold the truth. The meeting in
Akeman street is akind of Baptist Cathedral ;
and New Mill is no mean cause : in fact, here
are four causes in the midst of a thin popu-
lation ; yet all of them hopefully progressing.
New Mill church is nearly two centuries and
a quarter old : Frogmore street, the general
Baptist, is 120 years old; Akeman street is
seventy years of age; while West End is only
just getting into its prime. Now, then, Mr.
A. Baker is invited to come and work as
preacher of the Gospel—as pastor of a Chris-
tian church—and as evangelist in a field
where good seed has been sown for more than
two centuries, If he does not extensively
prosper at Tring, we shall be grieved. Let
him only be wholly devoted to his Master’s
work ; in prayer, in reading, in solemn medi-
tation, in preaching our Lord Jesus Christ in
all the fitness and fulness of His person, work,
and, offices : let this noble soldier of the cross
visit the villages round; let him take his
staud even in the streets of the half starved
people of Wendover ; let him labour with a
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burning love to the souls of the people, scek-
ing not hisown glory—not his own ease—not
his own exaltation—but seeking honestly to
make Jesus precious to the people; and he
will have, God helping, a glorious Gospel day
in Tring, and we shall not repent that we
recommended him to this worthy people.

OXFORD.—M=. Enitonr, Your Trow-
bridge Correspondent, in the October number
of the VisstL, fears that the sun hasgone
down over the prophets in Oxford, as well as
at other places he names, I know little of
other places, but at Oxford I feel thercisa
prophiet who is not perhaps known in that
capacity elsewhere. I allude to Mr. Seott,
who has preached sinee 1864, in the Tempe-
rance Hall, Peuson’s Gardens; and I have
asked hin to supply me withafew particulars,
as to his entrance into the Divine life and
ministry, which I send you, trusting they
will further his nsefulness by bringing more
under the sonnd of the Gospel in its fullness
and purity, to the honour and glory of that
God wliom we profess to love and serve. He
says, first convictions under Mr. Bulteel,
when a boy. In 1846, joined the Wesleyan
body : first preached as a local preacher, 1847.
In 1848 chosen to be comracnded to the Wes-
leyan Conference- for the ministry. As God
would have it, this was prevented; for in 1849,
the agitation against the Papal tendencies of
the Conference broke out in which I took a
part, and in 1850 was expelled for preaching
in one of the so-called reformer’s chapels,
which body I afterwards joined. Here, how-
ever, I was not to rest. Moderate Calvinism
got hold of me, and being in my Feart, it
came out in the pulpit. I eventually left,
and attended the ministry at the Independent
chapel ; and joined the chureh., Soou the
doctrine of Scriptural Baptism got hold of
me, and I was obliged to scele another home :
turned out by Pharisaical opposition to the
truth, when several of us were denounced by
the priest at the ordinance of the Lord’s sup-
per. Being thrown out of work, and feeling:
it was woe if I preached not the Gospel, I
then commenced my present work ; preaching
in a house in a certain yard in Oxford, and
attending the ministry4t Mr. Bulteel’s ehapel,
then sustained by supplies. Eventually I
hired my present room, and regularly
preached night and morning on Lord’s-days,
gathering my congregation from no other
place of worship, butfrom the poor and ragged
who went nowhere, This was in 1864 ; where
I have preached regularly till this day, never
absenting myself, except through bodily in-
disposition, though often solicited to supply
other places, In'1869 some Striet Bﬂ{?ltlst
secing your notice in the “ VESSEL " of nly
work and published sermons, found me out,
and found a home in my humble room; asmy
feeble testimony was what they believed ; ac-
cordingly in the early part of this year we
formed ourselvesinto a ehurchon Striet Baptist
principles.  Since wlrich we have dwelt in
yeace and love together.—A CONSTANT

EADER OF THE VESSEL,
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ISLINGTON, PROVIDENCE
CHAPEL.—The twenty-second anniver-
sary scrvices were held on November 10 and
12 ; twosermons were preached on the Lord’s-
day, by Mr. Styles, and one in the afternoon
by Mr. Palmer, of Homerton. The truths
brought forward were weighty, solid, spiritual
and comforting. On the Tuesday, Mr. Ha-
zelton preached in the afternoon, a good com-
any sat down to tea, after which the meet-
mg commenced. Mr. Wilson, of Hill street,
Dorset square, presided ; Mr. Burrell engaged
in prayer, and addresses were delivered by
Messrs. Hazelton, Briscoe, Anderson, Flack,
and Styles, the subject was, Justifieation
considered in its several Scriptural aspects,
which Mr. Briscoe opcned in a very masterly
manner ; he made the following important re-
mark, among many others, that the coasider-
ation of such subjects raised the meeting
above the common level of public meetings,
and the brethren were enabled to bring out
such important truth that made the tone of
the meeting exccedingly good. We never had
a better meeting, and we never had a better
attendance, or better collections, in fact they
have not been so good for some time; the
ladies gave the tea, which added materially to
its profit. 'The result of the whole was very
encouraging to Mr. Styles, our esteemed min-
ister ; we believe we have a minister from the
Lord, and we wish him to be encouraged in
every way ; he is estcemed very highly for his
work’s sake, and the friends will do what they
can to hold up his hands; he has engaged to
supply the pulpit the whole of the year 1873,
but we hope he will be the settled pastor ; we
have had so many changes, if it be the Lord’s
will, we want no more ; we are very thank-
ful for a minister in answer to prayer, signs
of hlessing are following. We expect to bap-
tize shortly, and some old friends of Provi-
dence are returning : to God be the praise.

BOSTON.—DEeAr MR. EpiTor,—In
“our little House of Bethel we cannot but feel
the past™ year has been unto us a year of
grace, and that.our covenant God has been
mindful of us. Its openiug dayswere blessed
with increase, and its closing ones have re-
ceived the same mark of God’s presence and
power. We have to rejoice in the morning
and evening blessing. Four members were
received into fellowship the first Lord’s-day
in the past year, and four others were added
the first Sunday in the last month of the
year; one from a neighbouring church, and
three baptized by Mr. Wallis, of Nottingham.
During the continued afHliction of our be-
loved pastor, Mr. D, Wilson, we are favoured
with the most excellent supplies, so that ster-
ling truth in all its beauty, grandeur and
graciousness is dispensed to us by God-sent
men. We rejoice in the peace of the Gospel
and the unity of the Spirit. Hitherto hath
the Lord helped us, aud in holy faith and
confidenee, strengthened by the well-proved
promises of our King, we look forward with
ardent hope to the year before us, that it may
Yyield vich fruit to the honour and glory of
God. I remain, Your's in the Gospe%:

F. LiLL.
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STOWMARKET.—Necw Baptist Chapel.
¢ Jehovah Nisi,—The Lord is our banmner.”
'Tis by the constant care, protection, and
mercy of the Lord God, the cause in this
place has been kept in existence until now.
Tenth anniversary was celebrated December
15 and 16. That kind-hearted and devoted
man of God, Mr, J, Barrett, of Bury St. Ed-
munds, preached on the Lord’s-day. In the
morning, upon the Foundation Truths of
Holy Religion, The Cross of Christ; after-
noon, The Carnality, Conflict, and Conquest
of the Christian (Rom. vii.), Christian Ex-
perience ; evening, upon Christian Triumph,
‘ Let the inhabitants of the Rock sing, let
them shout,” &c. On the Monday a tea
meeting and public addresses. That sincere
friend of ymall causes, Mr. W. Bea-h, presided,
and good wholesome caution and counsel were
given by the Chairman. ; Mr. Sparkham, of
Shelfanger ; Mr. Barrett, Mr. Morling, of
[pswich, Mr. Kemp, of Glemsford, and other
friends, spoke well. We had a soul-profiting
opportunity ; many gathered; collections
good; God’s truth was set forth; the Lord
himself was present. ‘ Hitherto the Lord
hath helped us,”” was the motto for the even-
ing. During the past year Somc have put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and united themselves
with His cause; some others are asking for
the good old paths. All praise to the Lord is
due. A WITNESS.

A LITTLE SISTER NEAR READING.
—The enclosed Leaflet I send, thinking you
might give it in Cheering Words. 1 will
give the history ot it. Providence led me,
with two others, to preach in a simple way
to an Incdependent church and congregation,
who, not liking the doctrine of baptism,
wished us to bind ourselves never to preach
it. Upon our refusing we were expelled. It
is cheering to know that if God be for His
people, none can be against them. After
being homeless for some time, we were at last
installed in a comfortable little home of our
own. The leaflet (with two others) were
sold to help in some measure to defray ex-
penses, as we are all poor, labouring people,
aud have not much of this world’s goods. The
proverb that ¢“ every little helps,”” was highly
estecined among us.  If you would introduce
it, some generous-hearted saints might buy
some, which I should be pleased to sell
assorted, 1s. per 100. Yours, &c,

H. CoxTon.

Woolhamptou, Reading.

[Weshall give leaflet in Cheering Words,
but we hope friends will send for some at
once,—ED.]

PLYMOUTH.—Report of Mr. Griffin’s
cfforts to spread the Gospel is pleasing. We
hope the many means now employed will
tend to establish some New Testament
churches in the West. Itis no use ‘“ hoping
that ¥trict Communion will die out.” TRUE
Baptists can neither be burned nor buried.
The main spriug of their life, and existence,
and continuanee, is iu the Great Advocate’s
office in heaven,
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BAPTIST CHAPEL, LECTURE ROOM,
BELMONT PARK, LEL.

TrE friecnds met on Tuesday evening,
Dee. 17th, to celebrate their first anniversary,
The hall in which they meet from time to
time for worship, and in which they held
their meeting, 1s a spacious, comfortable
building, though ratherunfavourably situated.
Notwithstanding the uupropitious state of
the weather, the friends mustered a goodly
number; and on the platform there was
indeed a formidable array; ten or twelve
brethren, all anxious to say something, and
all did say something too ; but to repeat it all
would be a scrious tax on our pages.

_An iustance of the uncertainty of human
life, and which tended to have a solemn effeet
upon the meeting, Was shewn by announcing
the death of Mr. Scarle, late of Two Waters.
Just after the raceting commenced, a tele-
gram was received by Mr. Stringer, bearing
the sad news that brother Searle had just de-
parted this life. Mrs. Searle, it appears, is a
member of Mr. Striuger’s chureh, and as he
expressed it, an honourable member too.

The ineceting was presided over by Mr.
Box, late of Woolwich ; and the proceedings
commenced by brother Stanley giving out,
“Come, Thou fount of ecvery blessing.”
Brother Whittle having engaged in prayer,

The vencrable Chairman congratulated the
friends on this their first anniversary. He
felt they had the blessing of God in their
midst during the past twelve months. It
might have been otherwise; thie Lord might
bave frowned on this their attempt to estab-
lish another cause of truth. Divisions were
gencrally to be regretted ; but on the other
hand, God sometimes overruled them for good.
It was no part of their present purpose to refer
to the circnmstances which led the friends to
feel that they could no longer worship in
their old place. If he had been a member of
the church they left he should have acted as
they have done. They parted peaceably ; and
it so happened in the providence of God they
were supported in the formation of their new
cause by two warm-hearted Christian gen-
tlemen, whose social position in life, rendered
him well fitted to take a prominent part in
such a work. Referring to his position with
the friends, Mr. Box said, when he resigned
his pastorate at Woolwich, he did not intend
to take another pastorate. However, he had
ministered unto thewn in that hall from time
to time for some months past, and he felt very
much at home with them, and he thought he
could say for them as he would say for himself,
they loved a ¢ whole Bible.”

Mr. Northover then read a paper, giving a
sleteh of their short history since they left
Dacre Park. Without going into particulars,
it was stated they left with clean consciences.
They had been much favoured in securing
that hall to meet in, and by the kindness of
ministers who had preached to them ; par-
ticularly mentioning Mr, Box, whose efforts
had been much hlessed, and it was generally
desired that he should hecome their pastor.
Duriug the year they had baptized three per-
sous, and lhad many other tokens of the
Lord’s merey toward them,
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Mr. Stringer next spoke, encournging the
friends to press forward in theiv efforts ; the
Gospel was all powerful, and if the simple
preaching of the GOS{]CI will not attract God’s
people to assist in all things that is neces-
sary for the welfare of the cause of truth,
nothing will. The Gospel required no dress,
no ornaments. After indulging in stento-
rian terns in some general observations, Mr.,
Stringer settled down on four points, one
minute to each, viz,, ministry, matter,
power, and prevalency. Offering some
rapid and salutary obscrvations on cach of.
these heads, to the cvident gratification of
all present. .

Mr, Fothergill, of Clapham, followed ; he
was no advocate for divisions, events proved
that many little causes that sprung up had
not the Dlessing of God; they were worse
than still-born—for they made a great noisc,
and then died out altogether. He hoped
the Lord would keep them stedfast in the
truth, and that they would work together
harmoniously in the bonds of peace and unity
of purpose. .

Mr. Meeres, of Bermondsey, in a neat con-
cise speech, touched on some of the glorious
advantages of brethren dwelling together in
unity. He attached much importance to the
word dawell. The world was no dwelling-
place for the godly ; they were strangers and
pilgrims here, but anticipated that period
when they shall dwell together with Christ.

Mr. Anderson alluded to the solemnizing
cftect on his own spirit the death of Brother
Scarle had. He saw him a short time sinee;
he then appeared as healthy as any of those
present. Buthe was gone. How important
a matter then was real religion; the good
man wanted his religion every day; he
wanted it in his business, he wanted it in his
family, he wanted it in all the walks of life,
and above all he wanted it in death.

Mr. Peplow expressed a few words of
hearty sympathy with the friends, and Mr.
Alderson, while he regretted there was ever
any occasion for this separation, exhorted
thém to be steadfast in the great truths of
the Gospel. .

Mr. Flack referred to some painful and
some pleasing reminiscences of the past in
connection with his own and other friends’
history. B

Mr. Higham proposéd a vote of thanks to
Mr. Box for his kindness in presiding, which
was seconded by Mr. Lawrence, of Ber-
mondsey, and supported by Mr. Charles
Spencer, who thought if the weather had
been more favourable they should have had a
large meeting. But they would not repine,
rather rejoice, thanking the Lord for the past,
and trusting Him for the fature.

After a few wordsfrom Mr. Northover, the
resolution was covdinlly adopted, and the
meeting closed by singing and prayer.

HackNEY.—Trinity chapel is once more
hlessed with a preached Gospel. We have
aletter on Mr, Bridge: and desire still to
do honour to the memory of the late pastor
more perfectly ; not forgetting the present
candidate,
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MANCHESTER.—CHAP. II.

THE LATE MN,
MR. TAYLOR, THE PRESENT MINIS&-
TER; AND THE GOSPEL IN THE
CHURCII OF ENGLAND,

[We give the following from our correspon-
dent without any abridgement. We are
anxious to find out, and point out, the real
condition of the visible Church of Christ
in our own day. We have personally
searched Old England through for thirty
years : if we ever give the result of our ob-
servations and experiences, it will be with-
out slavish fear, and without unduly seok-
ing any man’sfavour. Qur correspondent
says:—]

Mr. EpiTor,—In accordance with the
promise made to your readcrs, in last month’s
Vessel, 1 paid a visit to the late Mr. Gadshy’s
chapel, Rochdale Road, on Lord’s-day morn-
ing, Dec. 1st. I had been there before, but
the respected pastor was then away. On this
occasion I was fortunate to find him oecu-
pying his accustomed place. I was somewhat
disappointed in the capacity of the building.
I should imagine it holds not more than 400
people, and at least one~third of the sittings
were empty. It is unaltered inits character,
and remaing in the same condition as it was
fifty yearsago: old fashioned family pews, in
which people sit with their backs to the pul-
pit and two galleries perched high up, in
which are scated the boys and girls of the
Sunday School, and from which elevated po-
sition I should imagine they cannot even
have the satisfaction of beholding the back of
their pastor’s head, and scarcely catch the
sound of his voice.

There is tolerably good singing, but no
instrumental music; this is the only place T
have visited in Lanecashire, without organ or
harmonimn. They have also a very good
custom which might be well imitated by all
seetions of the Church. A plate is fixed
within the entrance of the building, to re-
ceive the freewill offerings of the congrega-
tion as they entcr, the proceeds of which are
distributed among the poor.

The pastor, Mr. Taylor, is a gentleman
well up in years, of a hearty, rohust appear-
ance, genial in manner, and simple and unaf-
fected in his delivery of the truth. He has
laboured amongst his people here for over
twenty ycars, and is evidently highly es-
teemed by them.

His text in the morning was taken from
Isniah xxxii. 20, ‘ Blessed are ye that sow
beside all waters.”” After introducing his
subject, he procecded to speak of it, under
three heads.

I. What is mcant by sowing.

II. The waters by which we nare to sow ;
and

II1. The blessedness therc is in sowing
heside all waters.

To sum up in few words, the argument
running through the diseourse, we may say,
that sowing meant praying, the waters were
the promises in the word of God, and when-
ever we brought our prayer and a suitnble

' answered with a hlessing.
GADEBY’S CHAPEL.— ; D &
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promise together hefore the Lord, He always
His sermon was full of encourapeme
the tried believer; the child of Go%! szl‘rllt(’;[-)
horted to be instant in prayer, and was com.
forted by the assurance that not one word of
His can fail, but that He is faithful who has
promised. I hope to have the pleasure of
hearing Mr. Taylor again when an oppor-
tunity occurs, and if acceptahle may send you
a full report of one of his sermons, As you

. very truly observed in your editorial remarks,

itis surprising that in a population of up-
wards of half a million, there is scarcely to he
found a thoroughly sound, Seriptural, mi-
nister. The great bulk of the preaching is
asaletterfrom a friend, just to hand, describes
it, “ wishy washy, milk and water stuff,”” The
best serinon I have heard in Manchester was,
in my opinion, one preached at St. Paul’s,
Hulme, a few weeks ago, by a Bishop Alford
(a Colonial Bishop I presume). He took
for his text the words from ~Habakkuk,
‘ Revive thy work, O Lord,” &e. After
speaking of the work of God in creation, and
in providence, and showing it could beneither
of these to which the prophet referred, he
proceeded to dwell upon the work of God in
salvation, and declared it tojbe emphatically
the work of Jehovab, from first to last. Of
the Father, who in sovereignty elected or
chose the subjects of that salvation, of the
Son, who paid the redemption price, and
satisfied the claims of justice, and of the
Spirit, by whose agency alone they were
regencrated, and made fit to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in light.

While I cannot help dissenting from and
protesting against the pretensions of the Es-
tablished Church, T feel thankful that therc
are men in her pulpits who do not shun to
declare the whole counsel of God ; and how-
ver much we may difter from them in their
mode of worship, ete., yet we cannot deny
that within her pale are to be found God’s
sent messengers. I would rather be found
among those who pray for the dawning of the
day when the Church of England shall be but
the Chureh of Christ, than with those who
arc ready to cast her down, and cry ““ Why
cumbereth it the ground ?”’

Mr. Henry Varley, of Notting Hill, has
been holding a series of Evangelical services
in conneetion with Grosvenor-street Baptist
chapel, of which I may have something to
say in my next. Farewell )

T. G. C. A.

[No enlargemert during tweuty years?
We ask our correspondent ifthis corrcet ?]

TUNBRIDGE WELLS.—On Lord’s day,
January 5, 1873, a number of true New
Testament Baptists are to be formed into a
Striet Baptist Church, under the pastoral
carc and ministry of Mr. P. W. Williamson,
in Rehoboth Chapel, Tunbridge Wells. The
church in Johnson-street, Notting Hill, was
raised and formed under the iustrumentality
of Mr. Williamson about twenty-five vears
ago: he was its pastor more than twenty-
two years: and some regret his removal from
that long-loved spbere of his labour in the
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Gospel; but, ifit should presently appear that
the Lord has a work for him to do in Tun-
bridge Wells, and if, for as long a peried he
continues pastor over the second church
which he is now about to plant in the faith of
Jesus, and in the truth of the Gospel : if there
the Lord is pleased to em}l)loy him to build
up the almost ruined walls of Zion, neither
himself nor his friends will regret the change.
‘We do not believe that the Great Head of the
Chureh will suffer the Strict Baptist Chureh
to die out, as some predict. Hereis a striking
proof of the Divine interposition ! Rchoboth
chapel in the Wells was crected for Thomas
Edwards, then a professcd Baptist minister;
but Thomas denies the sacred ordivance of
Baptism, and builds another place. Several
brethren have since laboured in Rchoboth ;
but prosperity has not attended their efforts.
Now, a more decided Strict Baptist will not
be found in England than is Wil-
liamson. Inasingular way he is led to Re-
hoboth, when she was all but lost,—when
many thought ¢ Ichabod” was written upon
her for ever. Entirely upon our own respon-
sibility, we affirm that all honest truth-loving
Baptists are bound to honour and to support
Mr. Williamson in this his new enterprise,
From the pure heart of every true disciple
of Jesus in the nation, may fervent prayers
ascend to God, that he would pour down on
his servant and his flock in Tunbridge Wells
a large measure of the life-creating love and
fruit-producing power of the Holy Ghost.
And that the newly-formed church in Reho-
both, its minister, deacons, and friends, may
long and blessedly realise the heavenly
answer to those prayers, is the deep desire of
one who loves and prays for ALL who love
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity:—yes, even
for Thos. Edwards himself—altered although
he be.

BRENTWOOD.—A few of the Lord’s dis-
ciples meet in aroom in this town ; and one
of them has been constrained to speak the
words ot truth and peace now for some time.
Tbey are happy in their humble litile Zoar,
and often hear the word with holy pleasure ;
and praise and prayer, with the Lord’s pre-
sence, hallows the seasons to the good of their
souls,

ORPINGTON, KENT.—BrotherJ. Sales
says,—I called to see our aged friend Wil-
loughby ; found him very weak in body ;
composed in mind ; full of gratitude for
what you and the friends have done for him ;
he has requested me to send a line, that the
next Vessel may convey to all who have
helped him his warmest thanks. T think
rieht to acknowledge,—* A Cup of Cold
V‘?ater, 1s.,”’ and “ A Widow’s Mite, 2. Gd,”
sent to and received by me through whatyou
kindly stated in last Vessel, praying you may
long be spared, and that the Father of all
our mercies may still give you strength of
body and mind, and length of days, to preach
the unsearchable riches of CHRrIST, and to
be an instrument in his band of turning
many from darkness to light.
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THE LATE MR, WARREN.

Dear Brother Banks,—Iccling called
upon to corroborate the faithful and loving
account given in the ¢“ Earthen Vessel”’ of
the living and dying testimony of our late
dearly beloved pastor, Mr, Thomas Warren,
it is with great pleasure I do so, knowing
there are many who will be glad to hear that
there were a few who highly estcemed him,
and whose ministry was greatly blessed to
their souls. R

Our dear brother “ Josiah”’ tells us ““ we
have lost a treasure;”’ and this we fecl;
for although God has many good and faithful
witnesses, I personally do not know another
that under similar eircumstanees has stood so
firm in the truth for such a number of years.
He often told us ““ our life was his life,”” and
this he verified in the zeal and love he
manifested ; and in the patient endurance of
so many censures, and such hard speeches,
both from sinner and from sgint. But
herein he proved the love and power of God
in supplying him with all needful grace to
maintain him in the trial of his faith,

Of the things he preached, which he said
““ were not his, but as God gave them him to
experience and deliver,” we had a fellowship
mind to receive; but they did not fail to
bring him much suffering from those to whom
it was too straight to be told that *‘letter
knozwledge of spiritual things can never sup-
ply -the vitalizing transforming power of
them in the soul’’ Thus it holds good to
this day, that  all who will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.’”’

But he has now a name and a place
among them that are * redeemed from among
men,”” andis enjoying the long desired em-~
ployment of the uninterrupted pleasures of
hecavenly adoration and praise.

I am, my dear brother, with those who
estecmed our departed pastor as a tried but
faithful servant of Christ. Yours very truly.

SAMUEL Goss, Deacon.

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA.—We had our
¢ Castlercagh-street Mutual Improvement
Bible Class Anniversary,’” in June, 1872.
Our pastor, D. Allen. is industrious in every
branch of his work ; and we know the good
seed will bring the harvest in time. [Every
month the Australian churches should write
us. Our people are going out ; and they re-
quire of us more information than we can
give. Please not to forget ““ The Earthen
Vessel,” yc good Australian friends.]

VAUXHALL BAPTIST CHAPEL,
UPPER KENNINGTON LANE.—Here
Mr. Hearson’s ninth anniversary was comme-
morated by very special and interesting ser~
vices, Sermons, tea and public gatherings,
with eloguent discourses, rendered the event
ofmueh  good. Colleetions amounted to
£43 10s. ~The services showed that th Bap-
tist cause in Vauxhall was never before in
so happv and prosperous a condition. The
chapel, sunday Sehool, Teniperance Soeicty,
&c., are all numerously attended by an ener-
getic people, who are attached to their perse-
vering minister.
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NEWTON ABBOTT, DEVON.—Dear
Brother Banks,—I am happy to inform you
our beloved pastor, Mr, Ward, Jabours in our
midst with increasing acceptance by those
who are stedfast in their adherence to the
principles and practice of New Testament
order. We have several who we expect will
be manifested as the sons and the daughters
of the Lord, for whom earnest praver is
offered from time to tfme. The Harvest
Thanksgiving services at our chapel, were
well attended. Our pastor preached in
the afternoon from the words, * My medi-
tation of Him shall be sweet.”” We expe-
rienced 2 soul-refreshing season. In the
evening addresses were delivered by brethren
Turner and Lee, who spoke well, and were
heard well. Similar services were held at
Ipplepen, Abbotskerswell, Kingskerswell,
Moretonhampstead, and other places, and
were more or less enjoyed by the people of
God present. Yes, dear Brother, the Lord
is with us; the cause of God is maintained;
we are hopeful for the future. .
J. MERSON.

E}We give this note with grateful pleasure.
—En.]

GREAT BERKHAMPSTEAD. — Our
Thanksgiving services wereseasons of spiritual
benefit. C. W. Banks preached two sermons ;
between sixty and seventy took tea, and we
hope the Lord’s approving smile was telt by
many. The church meeting in Workman’s
Hall’ was formed by Mr. Wise, of Watford,
and the kind brethren John Shipton and
William Wood have preached unto us profit-
ably ; but the church has never yet chosen a
pastor, so that the * VESSEL”’ in announcing
brother Shipton as pastor was rather prema-
ture. Our town of Berkhampstead has
nearly every kind of religious denomination,
The Church, the general Baptist chureh, and
the Congregational church, all stand promi-
nent to view ; Plymouth brethren abound,
and Wesleyans of different sorts are here. The
little Strict Baptist Chureh in the Workman’s
Hall, is like the little city described in Eceles.
ix. 14; but they are known to be a happy
and united band of New Testament believers.

SURREY TABERNACLE.— During
December, the preachers appointed have ful-
filled their engagements. Mr. Willis, of
Somersham, was heard well by the people;
and so were some others; but we more than
ever feel the loss of the Pastor. I am sure
your readers will be deeply grieved to hear of
the illness of Mr. Edward Butt, who now
for so many years has been very actively
cngaged in looking to the well-being of the
cause at the Surrcy Tabernacle, and all con-
neeted with it. | fear he has over taxed
his strength.  In a note just received he

says: “Thanks for your kind letter. On
Tuesday I was obliged to give uy, after
severe efforts for some weeks. know

not when I shall come out again.””  The
Church at the Surrey Tabernacle lies very
near his heart : in fact, has been, and is, his
whole delight and study. Since the illness
and death of Mr. Wells, Mr. Butt has always
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administered the ordinance of the Lord’s
Supper. I may say that, with the exception
of occupying the pulpit, he has been tbe
‘“ Pastor ” since our minister was taken. I
know 1 express the sincere and earnest
prayer of every member of the church and
congregation, when I say we pray most
earnestly that the Lord may soon restore him
to full health and strength: and tha: we may
soon see him again in our midst. R.

HADLOW, KENT.—Mr. Editor,—Was
it not that I know you do so fully under-
stand the trials, troubles, heart rending sor-
rows of a well-trained minister of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, and the good old beaten
path of tribulation, and believing that you
ever stand ready to sympathise, advise, serve,
and assist, as far as lieth in you, all good and
gracious ministers who are oppressed, perse-
cuted, defamed; did I not believe you to be
all this to all the Heaven-born family of God,
I could not have written to you. I have
been a reader of the Vessel many years.
Samuel Foster, of Sturry, first introduced it
to me before bis long illness. I was baptized
at St. John’s chapel, Canterbury, with
friends W. Birch, C. Hancock, J. Smith, and
stood a member at Zoar, Burgate-lane, with
vour brother Robert, Halke, Martin, Claris,
&e. Butin reading September Vessel I see
a note ahout “ Hadlow.” Now I have not
been Pastor at Hadlow, but have been their
supply above four years; and resign sup-
plying for them, the last Sabbath ir 1372 ;
and shall be at liberty after then. My dear
Brother, I am for peace; some for war; I
hope to make better use of my time than
disputing with enemies. T pray the Lord to
bless the church at Hadlow ; to raise them
up an under shepherd, a man after God’s
own heart; one instrumental to the inga-
thering of his Redeemed, and feed them with
knowledge and understanding. If the Lord
has anything for me to do in any part of his
vineyard, he will induce them to write for
me: if not, the will of the Lord be done.

Hadlow, R. BURFRIDGE.

SUTTON, ISLE OF ELY,—The Baptist
church here dates from 1791 : nearly eighty
ears has it existed. William Flack, R. G.
Edwards, and Arthur Baker, have been its
most recent pastors. Who will be the next
ismow a question. Tuesday, Dec. 10, 1872,
the friends made up a large and pleasant tea
meeting, with public service afterwards,
when a kind testimoniai was presented to
their retiring pastor, our brother A, Baker,
who leaves there for Tring. Mr. Wright, of
Ncedingworth, and Mr. Willis, of Somersham,
delivered experimental and useful discourses;
and a Christian spirit pervaded the meeting.
We consider Sutton to present a good pros-
rcet for uscfulness in the Gospel; and many
hearts arc sending up prayers to the Lord to
send them another hot, hearty, honest, holy,
good-humoured, and happy minister, Our
Lord knoweth where to find him, and how
to use him. May the church at Suttou uni-
tedly pray, and God will hear aud answer too.
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THE VENERABLE WM. FELTON.
Tothe Editor of the Larthen Vessel.
DEAR BROTHER BANKe,—That nged,
fecble servant of Jesus Christ, William
Felton, is still in the Lody; and although
unable to avticulate in & way to be properly
understood, yet he musters all his energies to
praise and exalt the Lord Jesus. At the
advanced age of 80 years, his reason and
faculties are in good condition ; Christ, the
Bible, the Gospel, and spiritual hymns are
his topic and soul’s delight. He is in the
kind hands and care of a real Christian, who
devotes incessant attention to him day and
night. He and myself have been attached
to eachother for many years. I frequently
visit him ; his heart rejoices, and countenance
brightens always when I enter his room.
Another kind and sincere friend of his,alady,
one of my constant hearers, who has leen
intimately acquainted with him and his
departed wife for many years, often goes to
cheer and comfort the dear old disciple in his
long affliction and solitude. Very few, if
any, either ministers or people, ever call
ppon him, with ¢ How do you do, brother
Felton?’ He wants nothing of them, but
‘“ As iron sharpeneth iron, so & man’s face
sharpeneth the face of his friend.” Christ
says, ¢ Sick and in prison, and ye visited Me

not.”” What solemn words !
THOMAS STRINGER.

Mr. Felton’s address is 27, Idonia street,
Douglas street, New Cross.

“CEASE NOT TO CRY UNTO THE
LORD YOUR GOD FOR US.”

So said Israel unto Samuel of old. So
would we entreat all the true praying Sam-
uels to cry unto the Lord for our churches;
for our ministers; for our people, and for
our nation. We wish to call special atten-

tion to a notice on our wrapper this month of ;

services to be holden in Little Alie Street
Chapel, the late Philip Dickerson’s. We
pray that these services may be followed with
the Lord’s Divine blessing ; and that all our
churches might be constrained to hold simi-
lar consecutive meetings; always accom-
panying them with united, earnest, soul-
wrestling prayers to God. We have bitterly
seen it the people cannot ery to God for His
blessing, all other services are next to useless.

PRESTWOOD COMMON.—This cause ' g

our brother Buchanen told me, is thriving;
their meetings for prayer and services are very
encouraging. The Lord has visited that gar~
den with the dew and power of His Spirit;
they have lengthened their cords; and they
may make them longer yet.

WENDOVER—is a religious town, as far
as profession can go—but my venerable friend
who too well understands the Gospel to be be~
guiled, is compelled to keep at home, and
read and pray because he cannot endure to
Liear salvation proclaimed as depending on the
will of fallen sinful man ; instead of being
the perfect gift of God, seeured by Christ, and
revealed in the heart by the power of the Holy
Ghost.
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CAMBRIDGE, Dcc. 16, 1872.—Mr-
John B. M’Cure commenced his jfastorate in
Eden chapel, yesterday, by delivering two
sermons from Paul’s words, ¢ Now I beseech
you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s
sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye
strive together with me, in your prayers to
God for me.” He appeared to be much reco-
vered : and if the appeal of the Apostle is
responded to, if the church all strive toge-
ther, and God her prayers will answer, we
may expect to see a scason of prosperity in
this University city.

ONE WHO 18 WATCHING.

MR. JOHN GARRETT.—We have re-
ceived a letter from our cxcellent friend
Garret, in which he expresses a desire to serve
the church of Christ.  His address is, 79,
Aged Pilgrims’ Asylum, Hornsey Rise.” We
are glad that our good friend has recovered,
and though he has entered upon his seventieth
year, ¢ the Gospel is dearer to him than ever,
and his desire is to die in the harness.” A
glorious end indeed.

KENTISH TOWN.—Mr. Margerum, the
minister of Bassett-street chapel, has baptized
some believers, to whom the Lord has made
his ministry very usetul. We pray the Lord
will be pleased to show plainly that Mr. Mar-
gerum has been sent to Kentish Town for a
good and special work. -

SHEFFIELD.—The report of Strict Bap-
tist anniversary, by brother Joseph Taylor,
of 260, Langsett road, went down into the
sea of papers, and was lost. We have found
it in time for February. Meanwhile, we in-
treat all honest lovers of truth to give the
little cause at Shefficld all the support which
Christ’s cause deserves.

DEATHS,—The last of that large and long
living family—the Packers—of which our
! once beloved Elijah was one, has gone hoine.
| It seems but the other day, there were eleven
' of them’ all alive.. Now they are gone to

their rest.—That ancient brother, Mr. Han-

cock, the father of the Sturry pastor, hasalso
one home ; and the widowof dear William
. Skelton, fell asleep in her bed, in November
last. Wehope to give the dayghter’s note.
—At Newcastle-on-Tyne, that excellent
homely poet, and faithful preacher, Mr.
Joseph Bailey, has been carried through the
deep waters into the haven of eternal rest.
If ever a man truly loved to preach the salva-
tion of God; if ever a man endured heart-
rending martyrdom in connection with
preaching, Joseph Bailey did. For maay
years he was a faithful and honourable witncss
to the truth at Newcastle-on-Tyne, He
died in Nov., aged 73. His memoir in our
next, we hope. ~

On Deeember 5th, after a short illness,
Mr. Jolin Lunt, of the Old Kent Road, aged
i 48 years.




The Holy Trivmphs of Christ v Death,
“ THOU WILT NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HELL.

UNDAY morning, January 19, 1873, we had one of those seasons
of “fellowship with Christ in His sufferings,” which neither
angels nor men could ever make up. -They are few, and far between ;
but, they are so Christ-endearing, soul-humbling, and heart-softening,
as not to be mistaken. After sermon was over, and I had sat me
down, our clerk, Mr. Burd, gave out a hymn -which so followed up the
subject, and so fitted in with my soul’s experience, that I felt determined
to give it here; for, surely, it is in itself most sacred ; and, to many
of my readers, it may be a source of spiritual comfort. The hymn

referred to is one of Beddome's, and reads as follows :—

“ O'erwhelmed with guilt, and grief, and woe,
Go forth, my soul, to Calvary go:

For Satan—dreading fresh disgrace—
Dares not approach that sacred place.

Behold! with fixed and wondering eyes,
The GREAT ATONING SACRIFICE!

Curist bore tky kell, that He might be
A heaven—and more than HEAVEN to thee,

Go! view, by faith, that crimson flood,
‘Which quenched the fiery wrath of God;
That sovereign balm whose virtue flows
To heal thy wounds—remove thy woes.”

Every word in that hymn fell softly into my soul, and sealed home the
truths I had been so supernaturally helped that morning to declare;
but I do not know that any special blessing attended it. In my own
goul, it was more solemn than any words of mine can describe ; and
a holy calm and quictude possessed my mind for some time ; but hard-
ness and unbelief soon set in upon me again; and, in the evening of
the same day, attempting to preach from David’s words, ¢ TiLL I kNOW
WHAT (GOD WILL Do FOR ME,” I was so discouraged and distressed, that
I left off some ten minutes before the usual time. So do I prove, that
unless the Holy Spirit give to my soul a fresh anointing, all my preach-
ing is but as sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. This was seen the
last time I was at South Hackney ; preaching from the words. ‘“ Awake,
O north wind, and come thou south, blow upon my garden,” &c., I felt
so shut up, that one old gentleman jumped up and ran out, saying,
his head ached so he could stand it no longer; but, to another well
known and beloved child of God, that discourse had been made a
great blesging. True is that line—
“ The Spirit, like some heavenly wind,
Blows when and wurre HE please.”

Two little things I must name before I come to the special subject
of this chapter. First, Benjamin Beddome, the author of the hymn
our friend Mr. Burd, gave out the morning referred to, lived in the
last century, from 1717 till 1795 ; died in his seventy-eighth year, at
Bourton-on-the-Water, in Gloucestershire, where, for more than forty
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vears he preached that Gospel which brought Christ so powerfully and
blessedly to his own soul, that he would hide hiwself in the chapel
while his father, John Beddome, was preaching, because lie was ashamed
people should see the abundance of his weeping. During one of Ben-
jamin Beddome’s seasons of affliction he wrote that hymn, which con-
tains the following precious verse :-—

“ If T must die, O let me die, trusting in Jesu's blood !
That blood which hath atonement made, and roconciles to God.”

The second thing I notice, is the circumstance which, in the Lord’s
hand, led me to the truly solemn subject which on that Sunday morning
occupied my mind. It was the following letter which was sent to
me :(—

244, High Street, Stratford, E.
December 20, 1872,

Drar Broraer Basks,—Pardon my troubling you—you have plenty to occupy
your time and exercisc your mind—but, as I trust my only desire is to be established
in all departments of Truth, I hope you will forgive me. I have, from my earliest
knowledge of the Lord, rejoiced, more or less, in the fact, that when the dear Saviour
cried, ““It is FintsHED,” that the work of Redemption was completed ; that there was
an end to his sufferings, both soul and body ; but, hearing it lately asserted that His
soul went to hell during the time that His body lay in the grave, this hasled to some
controversy and uncomfortable feeling, Therefore, I venture to ask your opinion
upon the matter, as a sentence in the first article in this month’s VEsseL appears—I
use the word cautiously—to favour the view: *“ His blessed body was laid lifeless in
the tomb; but, in the appointed moment, the Divine soul having suffered for,” &c.

Believe me, Yours Sincerely in the Truth, Tuomas FowLEr.

That the dear Redeemer’s soul went4rom His crucified body on the
cross, down into the regions of hell, is, I believe, only a popish error ;
an error which no one, #ightly taught of Gop, will ever reccive, much
less publicly preach : at least, that is the conviction of my mind.

Mr. Fowler's note led me into the sixteenth Psalm: which is
the first of David’s Michlams : that.is, “a Golden Psalm.” 1t is em-
phatically CHRIST’s own Psalm. When Jesus was about to enter upon
His public, mediatorial, and ministerial life; foreseeing all the powers
which would come against Him ; and, feeling a sense of danger, in His
pure and lovely manhood, He cried out, “ Preserve me, O God, for in
Thee do I put my trust.” See, beloved friend, how the great Redeemer
surveyed every part of His work, and every branch of His commission,
and how, from a sense of danger, He rises into fiith, confidence, glad-
ness of heart, rejoicing in hope, and, ultimately into a full persuasion
of the holy triumphs of His soul over all He had to suffer, and accom-
plish in His most mysterious, yet glorious, mission from the bosom of
His Father, down to the lowest misery into which He could possibly
descend.

Ah ! well do I know that Paul spake truly, when he said, ¢ All things
work together for GooD to them that love God.” Christ, as the perfect
(God-Man Mediator, is the only original and essential GOOD—either in
heaven or on the earth: and, where the Holy Spirit dwelleth in the
heart, that blessed Spirit doth so sanctify all things as to render them
conducive to the soul’s realization, more and more, of the beauties, the
boundless and fathomless glories—* the unsearchable riches "—of our

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Yes, most certainly do I thank Mr.
Thomas Fowler for sending me the note above introduced, for it so led
up my sonl to survey the whole of the Saviour’s sorrows, sufferings,
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sacrifice and triumphs, that T could not refrain from exclaiming, in the
midst of my prayer that morning—
“ The holy triumphs of my soul
Shall death itself outbrave ;

Loave dull mortality behind,
And fly beyond the grave.

There, where my blessod Jesus reigns,
In heaven’s unmeasured space,

T'll spend a long eternity,
And, tasre sEdoLp HIS FACE!”

The text that morning was Psalm xvi. 10, 11, “ For Thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell; neither wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see
corruption. Thou wilt show me the path of life: in Thy presence is
fulness of joy ; at Thy right hand are pleasures for ever more.” The
term ““hell” is sometimes used in a literal, at other times in a meta-
phorical sense. This word in the sixteenth Psalm is sheol or Aades ;
and means a grave—a prison—or a separated place. Now there were
three hells which Christ went into ; and, looking at them all, in prophecy,
He said, rejoicing, “ Thou wilt not leave my soal in hell.” There was
an invisible, a literal, and a final hell which Christ went into before He
said, “ It is finished :” out of every one of them He came forth. In fact, if
the Holy Spirit leads us into a Scriptural view of the travail of the Re-
deemer’s goul ; yea, of the work and warfare of His entire person, we shall
blessedly behold Him in His triumphs, which are revealed in a seven-
fold, or most perfect character ; and that so far from His precious soul
going down to the lake of fire and brimstone after He had finished the
work which His Father had given Him to do; so far from His soul
going into misery after He had proclaimed—*‘ It s finished !” so far
from that, He was immediately carrying out the antitype of the FIRST
FRUITS, as typically expressed in Leviticus xxiii., “ Ye shall bring a
sheaf of the first fruits, and wave it before the Lord.” 8o Christ, the
Redeemer, takes the soul of the pardoned thief up to His Father’s
throne immediately ; and there waveth this sheaf of the first fruits :
ag Daniel says—for he had a perfect vision of it,—* 1 saw in the night
visions, and, behold, ONE ke the Son of Man came with the clouds of
heaven; and came to THE ANCIENT oF DAYs; and they brought Him
near before Him.” Now before His Father’s throne the glorified soul
of the Redeemer, and the justified soul of the pardoned thief, are pre-
sented as the first fruits of the great harvest fhen being gathered into
“THE FATHER'S HoUsE ” ;

~

“ Where many Mansions are.”

If a correct view was generally received of the Calvary scene, the theory
of universal redemption must be silenced for ever. John is very distinct
in his record of the tragic scene! - He says, (John xix. 17) “ They
took Jesus, and led Him away. And He, bearing His cross,—(as an
accursed person, and one whom none would own nor help)—went forth
into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew,
Golgotha—(a hill, or a rising on a greater hill, on the north-west of
Jerusalem)—where they crucified Him and two others with Him, on
either side one, and JESUS IN THE MIDST | _

Now, stand for one moment, and gaze upon that scene which was
never geen before—will never be seen again. Jesus, the Head of the
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New Covenant seed is in the centre—as He will be in the final judg-
ment. On His right hand is a vessel of mercy, afore prepared unto
glory; on His left hand is a vessel of wrath now fitted to destruction.
Jesus, after his soul had endured the final hell of the curse, bowed His
head; and the soul of the vessel of mercy, with Jesus, were conducted
by thousands of angels into the presence of God in glory; while the
impenitent, unbelieving, soul went down into perdition. R

You say tk¢s REQUIRES PROOF. I have scven witnesses ready t6 come
into court; but they cannot appear before March, as time and space
forbid. Until then, let no man be rash in his judgment; and, in
dealing with the Person of the Son of God, let every man be slow to
speak—until the Spirit of God doth teach and lead him—and “let
every man be swift to hear,”-—when, to his circumcised ear, the voice
of the turtle is heard in the land. 8o would I ever act in these sublime
mysteries, and remain, till deatb dissolve this frail tenement, the
anxious and willing servant of the Church,

’ CHARLES WATERS BANKS,
56, Queen’s Road, Royal Crescent,
Notting Hill, W,

Wemortals of Beparted Suints,

SACRED SCENES IN THE
DEPARTURE OF THE LATE MRS. ISAAC COMFQRT.

EAR MR. EDITOR,—On Wednesday morning, Dec. 11, 1872,

at 10 minutes to 6, aged 53, my beloved wife fell asleep in Jesus,

after only one week’s illness, from bronchitis in its severest form.
Having telegraphed for my dear children on the morning of the 10th,
they all arrived in the evening of the same day, when a scene of the
most delightful character ensued ; for about four hours, we surrounded
the bed of my loved one, singing, praying, blessing, praising, while
weeping bitter tears of sorrow, mingled with those of holy joy. After
each hymn, my loved one said: “now, darling, conclude ;” which the
Lord enabled me to-do eight or nine times, and my dear son twice ;
when she said, ““ only once more dear dad, although I do not think you
can ask anything more.” At the close, she clasp’d hands saying, “oh,
it is as fresh as though you had asked nothing before. It is the Lord
who helps you;” adding “precious Jesus, lovely Lamb, ‘thou art all
fair, my love; there is no spot in thee;’ I have nothing to bind
me, I am ready to go.” After which, she sweetly commended each
of us to the care and support of the Lord, also earnestly praying for
the church and congregation, to whom she was much attached, Then
one by one she took acalm and affectionate leave of us. She beckoned her
kind attendant, embraced her, saying, “you do: you will love Jesus.”
Such a scene of holy composure I have no powers to depict, or
words to express; mor do I think it will ever be effaced from the
memory of those present. -On Lord’s-day, 15th, I preached in the
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morning from John xviii. 11 ; in the evening from John xiv. 3. On
Wednesday, the 18th, we assembled round the dear remains, taking our
last farewell, when my dear son, together with the others, spent a few
moments in prayer, myself concluding ; resigning the precious casket
to him “ who is the rcsurrection and the life;” whose she was, and
whom she delighted to serve. After which, my brother, David Ashby
comx?ted all that was mortal to the silent tomb, in the cemetry of
this Town. On Lord’s day evening 22nd, the Lord enabled me to
notice more particularly the death of my beloved wife from Revelations
vii. 15. Now, after a union of 27 years, I am left, not knowing how
soon the Master may call for me ; yet willing to wait his time, 8o that
I may live to his glory.
1 remain, Dear Mr. .Editor, Yours in Jesus,
West Street, Oundle. Isaac CoMFoORT.

‘'THE LATE MR. JOSEPH BAILEY,
Baptist Minister of Newcastle-on-Tyne.
RY MR. J. C. JOHNSON,

Minister of Newcastle-on-Tyne.

UR departed brother was called by grace when about eighteen
years of age. The Lord was pleased to make use of a blind
instrument to open his eyes. He was however baptized by Mr. Andrew
Jones, of London, about the year 1828. The Lord opened his mouth to
testify the gospel of his grace, and to spread abroad the savor of the name
of Jesus, in the midst of his fellow-men, Mr. Jonesintroduced him to a
cause at Deal, in Kent, where he ministered abont thirteen months
and was then in the good providence of God brought to this town; also
by the instrumentality of Mr. Jones. He became the pastor of Marl-
borough Crescent Chapel ; during the four years of his pastorate, the
church increased from seven to sixty members. He then received a
call to Eden Chapel, Cambridge, at which place he ministered to a con-
gregation upwards of five hundred for a period of eighteen months;
after which, at the earnest request of some friends,- he returned to
Newcastle. The death, however, of some of his supporters after his
return to this town, rendered ‘it necessary that he should engage in
business in order to supplement his' income. For many years he
continued to preach at the hall in Westgate street ; and since, at other
parts of the town. Indeed, for the space of about fifty years, he has
been zealously and actively engaged in preaching the Gospel; in
former years, often three times on a Lord’s .day. He may be said to
have died in harness, for many of you know that very recently he
preached with great acceptance in this place during the absence of him
who now addresses you. But what many do not know is, that he was
suffering in consequénce of the disorder that terminated his earthly
career at the same moment that he was in this desk ; and I am bold to
say, that not one man in five hundred would have ventured as he did,
to preach placed under surgical arrangement in a way that I cannot
publicly describe. It was with difficulty that he could get home after-
wards. I merely mention this to show the indomitable perseverance of
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our departed friend in the cause of his Lord and Master. e enjoyed
good health for many years, not needing the assistance of a medical
man ; bat of later years his disorder gradually increased, even to the
shaking of the frail tabernacle. He was much kept awake at nights, but
these were often seasons of communion and fellowship with God: leaning
on the arm of his beloved. Portions of Psalms and other Scriptures were
very precious to him at these seasons. Like the rest of us, ff had a
patural fear of death, but was always desirous that he might glorify
God in the trying hour, which was richly realized in his last days; for
after sundry atthicks, he became much worse during the last ten days
of his life. The agony he endured was something terrible, but the
doctors who attended him, spake often of his Christian fortitude andg
patient endurance under the intense sufferings of which he was the
subject. So lately as Lord’s-day, Nov. 10th, supported in bed by
cushions, he exemplified the power of grace in the midst of weakness by
speaking on a portion that had been much on his mind for some days
with sweetness ; and had been a source of consolation to his own soul:
“In my Father’s house are many mansions.” He spoke of the glories
of heaven ; and exhorted his hearers to cleave to the Scriptures, regard-
less of men’s opinion. His strength failed him ; but in the evening of
the same day his friend, Mr. Shephard, for whom he had enquired
having come, he requested that they should sing that sweet hymn
“Rock of Ages,” &c., which they did, he joining feebly in repeating the
words with fervour. Every day after, he visibly sank lower and lower,
so much so, that on the Friday it was thought he would not live the
day out. Nor did he himself think so, for on his grandson coming to
his bedside, he gave him his blessing, beseeching him to seek the God
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob; and he added, “and my God.”
During the day he made his will, arranged his affairs with perfect
calmness ; and when asked by the doctors how he was, replied “ Nearly
well and going home.” Dauring the night he slept calmly, excepting
interruption by a painful hiccough at times. In the morning there
was the same unfaltering faith in the Lord of hosts. He observed to
his wife, that he had much to be thankful for in the matter of health,
although now so weak. Portions of hymns as well as scriptures were
mauch on his mind. Such as—

¢ Jesus, my God, I know his name,
His name is all my trust.”

“ Shew pity, Lord, O Lord, forgive—
Let a repentant rebel live.”

* Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee.”

A debtor to mercy alone
Of covenant mercy I sing.”

¢ Hear gracious God a sinner's cry "'—

Gradually sinking, he at length breathed out his redeemed soul
into the hands of his faithful Saviour; so that “ Mortality is swallowed
up of life.” ) L )

Standing by his grave, we may imagine him as saying :

“Ye loving friends for me don't weep ;
My clay cold body here doth sleep ;
A little nap I take in dust.

Then rise to Him in whom I trust.”
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THE LATE MR. R. SEARLE.

But now he shines, and reigns,
In glorious beams array’d ;
And grief, and sin, and tort’ring pains,
Are from his person fled.
HEN I was at Two Waters, the other day, I stood and looked
on the cottages our late brother Searle erected : and I thought
how many long years did he toil here in the Mills, to raige his family ;
and to provide honestly for all depending on him. And, then, when
Saturday came, off he travelled to some appointed place, to tell the
people of Jesus—the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Thus, he spent
a busy life: never free from cares; but always beloved ; devoted to
his God, in the highest sense : devoted to his family, in the domestic
sense : devoted to his earthly masters in a temporal sense. Now—all
is over, and gone. Richard Searle fell down by the road-side, after
preaching ; his aged master, fell down in his park, a few days after,
and suddenly expired. Thus, the rich and the poor, one common level
find. “Dust thou art, and unto dust thou must return.”

When at Two Waters, I called on good Master Green and his wife.
They told me dear Searle was with them the other day, and he said, he
should come to Two Waters annual meeting with his brother C. W,
Banks; but, alas! no more here shall we meet together. I spent near
three days with him at South End and Rochford; and there I felt
seriously disposed to believe he was not very long for this world.

For his dear son, Samuel, quite a lad, I feel much grieved. It
seems but the other day, Samuel had his fond mother, his ever careful
father, his kind aunt, Mrs. Jennings, and his prosperous brother in
Japan. . Now—what a blank to poor young Samuel! His poor mother
drowned. His prosperous brother drowned. His father suddenly
called home. His aunt Jennings a few days after, fell in a fit, and
expired. All gone. But Samuel has the fear of the Lord in his soul
Samuel has a friend in his widowed mother-in-law, as far as her power
may extend ; and in his widowed sister-in-law in Japan, I do hope the
same concern for Samuel’s welfare will be manifested as was expressed
by her deceased husband. Our God, to the fatherless and widows, is
ever especially kind.

- Mr. Bamuel Jones, of London, a firm friend to Zion, writing to me
of our departed brother says :—

“T believe the late Richard Searle was the only one called ont of
the family of seven. I never knew any others making a profession :—
his mother was a good woman. Richard was brought to the know-
ledge of the truth under Mr. Fletcher, at Stepney Meeting :—he was
in their Sunday School : was brought into Gospel liberty and to know
the deep things of God, under Mr. Joseph Irons, of Camberwell; we
spent very many of our boyish days together, as he was apprenticed to
my father, the late Mr. E. Jones. Why he left my father’s employ I
never knew. It was among the all things; for he obtained employ-
ment with Messrs. Dickensons, King’s Langley, and was with them
about 34 years, When he first went to King’s Langley, the churches
in the neighbourhood soon found him. It is about 80 years ago since
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we first preached together at Bedmont. The Lord made him what he

was; and blessed his own message through the man. I believe him to

have been useful in his day and generation.” C. W. B.
RIPE FOR GLORY.

Such was our late departed brother, Richard Searle. When through
grace he was made sensible of his condition as a ruined sinner, he sat
under the ministry of that great man of God, Joseph Irons, of Camber-
well ; whose memory and ministry is still dear to my soul. Under his
ministry, brother Searle became rooted, and grounded, and established,
in the faith of God’s elect. In the college of affliction and tribulation,
under the sanctifying grace of the eternal Spirit, he learned many
golemn and soul-comforting, and heart-confirming lessons,—as all God’s
people do,—for the spiritual benefit of his own soul, and the souls of
others to whom he ministered the great and grand truths of the ever-
lasting gospel. By divine teaching, he became a well grown stately
cedar; firm, erect, and unmoved to the last from God’s eternal truth.
His motto was, ‘“No surrender!” His character, carriage, and
conduct, both at home and abroad, in the church and in the world, all
scripturally corresponded with his profession of faith, and his proclama-
tion of the gospel. He was, through rich grace, ready and ripe for his
sudden change ; and now in consummate blessedness, he fully and
finally enjoys his crown of glory. Since his residence in London, he
was seldom out of some pulpit, either in town or country, on the Lord’s
day, blowing the great trumpet to the comfort of many dear saints of
God. He frequently heard my testimony for God, and has come into
the vestry, with his face shining and his heart filled with holy joy,
expressing the pleasure and profit he enjoyed in hearing the word
unreservedly proclaimed ; and has retired with a hearty, “God bless
you." He has “fought the good fight, and finished his course”
triumphantly ; and has entered into the joy of his Lord. Like him,
may the Lord keep us faithful unto death, and then give us the crown
of life. His dear wife, the bereaved widow, is an honourable con-
sistent, spiritually minded member with us at Bethel Chapel, Wellesley
street, Stepney ; and may the dear Lord comfort her mind in and
under this sudden bereavement, and with her, bless all his fatherless
children, with ¢ Like precious faith,” in a precious Christ; that all
may rejoice in good hope of meeting again in that blest world where,—

“ Parting scenes will be unknown
And worship never cease.”

THoMAS STRINGER.

HEroD heard the preaching of John gladly, and did many things ;
but they make a better end who hear the word with sadness, and feel
they can do nothing. * Withont me ye can do nothing;” then look
to Christ for all.—Huntington.

A CELEBRATED Divine who was remarkable in the first period of
Lis ministry for a boisterous mode of preaching, suddenly changed his
whole manner in the pulpit, and adopted a mild and dispassionate
1node of delivery. One of his brethren then inquired of him what had
induced him to make the change? He replied, “ When I was young, I
thought it was the thunder that killed the people ; but, when I grew
older and wiser, I discovered that it was the lightening, so I determined
to thunder less and lighten more.”



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 45

TREMBLING FAITH TOUCHING—HEALING

OBTAINED.

BY MR. JOHN BRUNT,
Of Norwich.

“The hem of His garment.”—Matthew ix. 20.

HIS is one of those little incidents, in the life of our Blessed Lord,
go fraught with interest, that we do well to spend a few moments
in the endeavour to understand it. A woman is diseased; and satisfied
in her own mind that if she may but make the slightest application to
Christ, she shall be successful ; she draws nigh unto him, touches the
hem of his garment ; and finds, that she is made perfectly whole. Such
is the narrative, and our object, on the present occasion is to explain
the act, and show its application to those who would draw nigh to
Jesus, that they may receive benefit from him. Preachers of the
Gospel, stand at this day, in the position, once occupied by John the
Baptist, when he cried, ¢ Behold the Lamb of God.” And our object
should be, to shew that Christ is as near, and as able, and as willing to
sawve those who apply to him, as when this woman, so successfully made
her application to him.

Job once said, “ Oh that I knew where I might find him;” and it
may be that my reader is saying, “ Oh that I knew Aow to approach
unto him, and what to say unto him.” It were well if I had not to
tell thee, that neither great deeds, nor mighty works can open the door
to his presence. Jesus has ever been “ The Mighty God,” and as such
can dispense with might and power on the part of those who seek his
aid. He succeeds best, who like Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles xx. 12,
can say, ‘“ We have no might against this great company that cometh
against us, neither know we what to do : but our eyes are upon thee.”

It is doubtless one of the delusions of Satan, to fill the mind of a
“ Salvation seeker,” with a wrong notion of our adorable Lord, repre-
senting him, as high and lifted up, and therefore as unapproachable by
those who would seek him, except by extraordinary methods, and means.
Cunning craftiness may be necessary to set a snare, but experimental
simplicity, may also be enough to break that snare, when the object
sought, as on this occasion, s only to deliver those whom the Spirit
of God would have go free. Jesus once used clay in the cure of blind-
ness, and the use that he made of that instrumentality did but redound
to the glory of his own glorious grace, and magnificent goodness. So
it may be, He may make powerful the very means, which in themselves
are intrinsically powerless.

Some of my readers may have heard of “ Cicero’s Letters to Atti-
cus; ” written originally about the year 60 Before Christ. Being the
composition of a highly educated Roman, they may be supposed to
deal with the modes of thought current amongst neighbouring nations,
and especially amongst neighbouring dependencies. Everybody knows
that at the time of our Lord, the Jews were the servants of Rome ; bat
whether the Jew borrowed of the Roman, or the Roman of the Jew, it
is not necessary to decide at present. My object is rather to throw

B
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a little Hght npon our subject by quoting an extract from one of
those lipistles referred to a few lines previously :—“As I was going
to speak of Varro, he comes iu like the wolf in the fable. e is
just arrived here, and at an hour that required my keeping him
all night. But my entreaties to make him stay, were not 8o
pressing as fo fear his robe. Tor I rcmember your manner ;
besides, he had a great deal of company along with him, and I
was not prepared for their entertainnent. DBut this is immaterial.
Soon after, Caius Capito arrived with Titus Carrinog, and I BUT JUST
TOUCHED THEIR GARMENT, WHEN THEY CONSENTED TO STAY.” Now to
me its appears quite evident, that this writer intended to convey to his
correspondent what we should mean by this very plain English
sent(elsnce :—“I merely said to Caius Capito, will you stay? and he
staid.”

My reader, do you really want light upon this matter? Do you
not clearly see, that I want you to understand, that in going to Jesus,
you need no long, excellent speech: no studied forms of address or
prayers ; but that, that will succeed best with Jesus which springs up
out of your deep necessity; as Peter’s speech did when sinking into the
Sea, he said, “ Lord, save, I perish.” That touch of the garment, called
forth the Almighty power of Christ, and poor Peter was saved. If the
above illustration needs one word more, to illustrate, or to strengthen
it, that word is found in the case of the ‘ dying thief” when he said,
“ Lord, remember me, when thou comest into thy Kingdom,” and Jesus
said, “ To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” And yet I know
why—TI feel moved to make a few “last words ”"—*they shall be but few,
Some of those who are called by grace, while under deep convictions of
sin, are unable, and afraid even if they were able—to say but one word,
to such I would say, “ How exactly does the Word of his Grace. meet
your necessity, when it urges—not a speech—not a long prayer; but a
L.ooxk—** Look, unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.”

Orford Hill, Norwich. JoEN BRUNT.

OUR FATHER’S BUSINESS.

SKETCH OF A SERMON PREACHED IN MOUNT ZION BAPTIST CHAPEL, BOW, ON
NEW YEAR'S EVE, 1873,

BY HENRY STANLEY.

“ Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?” Luke ii, 49.

THE preceeding verses give an account of the parents of Jesus
attending the feast of the Passover at Jerusalem, in accordance
with the command of God. On this occasion, Jesus being twelve years
of age, was taken up with them to appear before the Lord, and to be
made a disciple of the law. The feast being ended, the whole company
who had gone from Nazareth, were returning thither, when after a
day’s journey, it was found that Jesus was not with them. Search
having been made for him among the company without success, his
parents returned to Jerusalem in great consternation to seek him, and
none can tell, except those who have been placed in gimilar circum
stances, what must have been their feelings when they had sought fo~
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him three days without finding him ; driven almost to the verge of
despair, they, like Israel at the Red Sea, are determined to CIy unto
the Lord; and for this purpose wend their way to the Temple; but
what must have been their surprise on entering there, when the firsy
object which met their eyes was their lost Son. Immediately we hear
the Mother’s rebuke, Why hast thou thus dealt with us ? Behold, thy
father and I have sonught thee sorrowing. To which the Saviour replies,
“ How is it ye sought me? Wist ye mnot that I must be about my
Father's business ? ”

In all business affairs there must be at least three things. First,a
Proprietor, second, Tranactions, third, Results. The Proprietor here
mentioned i8 God the Father, whose business the Saviour came to do;
hence he says, “I came from heaven, not to do my own will, (or
business) but the will of him that sent me;” and now, mark, and “this
is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath
given me I should loose nothing.” The Father’s business therefore
as the choice of his people, and the gift of them to the Son, with the
fixed determination that none of them sheculd be lost. In this choice,
Christ was first elected to be the representative head of the people;
they are blessed with all spiritual blessings in him, chosen in him;
predestinated unto the adoption of children by him, according to the
good pleasure of the Father’s will, not because of their merit or demerit,
but in a sovereign, free, and independent manner; and being thus
chosen, they were given to Christ: “Thine they were, and thou gavest
them me ; ” who came to perform the Father’s business in seeking and
faving that which was lost.

The transactions of the Father’s business so performed by the Lord
Jesus Christ, “were many ; but for brevity, I shall notice only two,
Restoration and Redemption. Man by sin disobeyed the law of God,
repudiated his authority, and defaced the image of God in his soul.
He had broken out into open rebellion against his Maker ; and, like a
planet detached from the Solar system, and the influence of the centri-
petal force, had wandered so far off that there was no possibility of his
return; for by sin he had cut off both the power and the will to do so;
and the Saviour came to restore that which he took not away, obedi-
ence to_the moral law, to repair or restore the dishonour in the very
nature it had been inflicted, and for this purpose he became incarnate
that he might he the repairer of the breach, the restorer of paths to
dwell in; and having thus obeyed the law, as the head of his people,
and worked out a righteousness for them, the Father perceives the
Church not in their first head, Adam, who broke the law aud brought
in a spiritual death, but in the second Adam—Christ—who performed
the Father's business, and brought in everlasting life. But it was not
sufficient that the law should be thus magnified and made honourable ;
thé justice of God must be vindicated, and the punishment due to sin
inflicted ; man must be redeemed before he could be constituted right-
cous ; and this was done by Christ, who “ redeemed us from the curse
of the law,” and “ bore our sins in his own body on the tree ; ” for upon
him was *“ made to meet the iniquity of us all ;* and by his doing and
dying he has obtained eternal redemption for us, finishing upon
Calvary’s Cross the work, or business, the Father gave him to do.

The results of the Father’s business are again many, but I confine
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myself to three : viz., Sin Dethroned, Dealk Destroyed, and Hell Dis-
potled—These, like mighty giants, whose forms towered above the
clonds and filled the world, had usurped the sway; Death and Hell has
enthroned the monster Sin in the earth, and spread universal ruin;
but the dear Redeemer, in transacting the Father’s business, dethroned
Sin from the affections of his people ; and when a stronger than the
strong man armed enters the soul, sin no longer reigns supreme, linger
it may, but it is crucified, and dethroned ; Death too has been destroyed
by him, and that promise made goed, “ I will ransom them from the
power of the grave ; I will redeem them from death, O death, I will be
thy plagues ; O grave, I will be thy destruction.” For Christ went
down unto death that he might destroy him that had the power of
death ; and when the great transaction of redemption was complete,
rocks were rent, and graves opened, and many of the bodies of the
saints arose like the wave-sheaf of an abundant harvest; and the time
shall come when the blast of the Archangel’s trump shall be heard, and
death shall be destroyed for ever. Hell has been despoiled of its glut,
and the powers of darkness bound by the mighty conqueror, Jesus ; who,
by his death and resurrection, has begotten his people to an inheritance
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.

‘We have thus noticed a few of the blessings wrought out by the
Saviour in performing the Father’s business, who has left us an
example to follow his steps. May I urge upon you and the Churches
generally to do so, through the year upon which we have just entered ;
the past year has been an eventful one : many of those who stood fore-
most in the battle have been taken home; dissentiond and divisions
have been numerous and painful, arising chiefly from a spirit of envy
or ambition, and not the spirit of Christ. Seek peace, and unity, and
pursue it ; if you cannot see eye to eye, angry disputations will only
widen the breach. You will perform your Father’s business much
better by constant meditations on his word, and by evincing a spirit of
love and consideration to all. “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, for
they shall prosper who love thee. Amen.”

A HYMN OF PRAISE AND PRAYER;

By WiLuiaym STORES, OF MANCHESTER,

‘While breath remains, my noblest praise, | To Thes, let heart npd soul be given,

To Thee, my Saviour—God, I'll raise; Thou King of saints, Thou King o

And this shall be m sweeialemploy, A %{e}:v}en ; b Th Divine
bright world of endless joy. nd help me wi y grace Divine,

1 yon bright wor o That all I have be only Thine,

My heaven below, like that above, Long have I wandered here below,

Shall be to render grateful love; A willing captive to Thy foe;

And even here I fain would be But, henceforth, let me hear Thy call,

A living sacrifice to Thee. And Thou shalt be my ALy IN ALL.

0, come and seal me for Thine own; I ask this boon, and groan, and sigh,

O, come and make my heart Thy throne; | To be more like m Lord on high;

Assert Thy right, Thy Sovereign claim, For this is all my heaven above,

That all I am may bear Thy name. To bear the stamp of perfeot love.
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THE LATE JOHN STEVENS ON BAPTISM,
THE LORD'S SUPPER, AND CHURCH FELLOWSHIP.
(Continued from page 9.)

THE word of God requires that a state of grace precede the use of ordi-

nances ; but the Peedobaptist reverses the order of things: heis for
using the ordinance first, and so puts his unregenerate babes uponalevel, in
worship, with his regenerate and believing brethren. How void of
consistency must the scene appear, to behold at the same time, the
nurse coming forward with her young infant in her arms, to the bason
and the priest, and an adult character approaching, to be also sprinkled
us a disciple of Jesus! That the same bason and water may suffice to
sprinkle both candidates, it is easily conceivable ; but that one honest
and intelligent man can act, as the priest, in such a case, is no feeble
testimony to the imperfection of this present state of mortals. Here, if
Infidelity should laugh and deride, who will say it is without tempta-
tion offered by the weakness and folly of professing Christians ?

But, I cannot now enter largely into the controversy about the
ordinance of baptism, a more convenient opportunity may be afforded
hereafter. The preceding observations may serve to shew, that
baptized persons are sanctified or sel apart to the glory of God, by
passing through that ordinance for Christ’s sake. They are dis-
tinguished by their profession and conduct, as the followers of Jesus Christ,
whose name they confess, and whose conduct they aim to imitate.

As every institution of the Lord Jesus is designed to shew his
distinguishing favour for his people ; so the establishment of a church
state for public communion and edification, is one orderly way of their
being sanctified or separated, as a peculiar people unto God, to shew
forth his praise. A gospel-church is as a garden enclosed from the
-world of mankind at large, a sacred lot appropriated to the Lord of
‘life and salvation, as his special dwelling place. There he manifests
hig glory, meets with his saints, ministers to their comfort, receives
their sacrifices and services, and edifies their souls. Within this
spiritual enclosure, he has appointed the holy ordinance of the supper,
as a gospel-feast upon a perfected sacrifice, once offered, for the sins of
‘his church, 1In this ordinance, they commemorate the great work of
the cross, by which they were sanctified sacrificially, through the
atoning death of their great Shepherd and Friend ; and while they
thus celebrate their Saviour’s name, they are found a sanctified
people, separated from the world by gospel bounds, and employed in
the spiritual service of the Lord with one consent. Holiness to the
Lord is graven on each Heaven-born communicant, and the unction of
the Holy One is diffused through the household, while the name of
Jesus is resounded throughout the assembly. They discern the Lord's
body, as broken for their sins; and, that, they might have meat in the
wilderness, and live for ever. They are brought nigh to God, are
arrayed in the robe of justifying righteousness, and clothed in the
blood-washed garments of complete salvation. These are they who
follow the Lamb, and who are not only relatively and radically sancti-
fied : but they are also practically sanctified : these glorify God with
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their bodies, and with their spivits, which are his, by choice, redemp-
tion and possession.

A few remarks may here be made upon tlie controverted sentiment,
called Strict Communion, which at this time is strongly assaulted by a
learned Gentleman, who professes to believe, that, adult baptism is the
only true baptism, and that it is commanded iu the Scriptures. Not-
withstanding, it is pleaded that, Christian churches, of the Baptist de-
nomination, ought to admit unbaptized persons to the table of com-
munion, they ought, it seems, to make no distinction between obedience
to the Lord’s command, and disobedience! The Peedobaptist is unable
{o see, that, believers are the only characters that cau be baptised into
Christ ; therefore, he ought not to be kept from the supper of the Lord,
though, by the word of the Lord, he is justly chargeable with disobe-
dience to his Lord’s command. He professes to see, clearly, that, infant
sprinkling is a gospel ordinance, appointed of God, though, in the word
of God, ncither precept nor precedent can ever be found: but he can-
not discover, that, believers only are to be baptized, although both
command and example plainly testify, that, such is the will of God:
and because he is pleased to plead incapacity, and to affirm, that, he
deems himself already baptized, having been sprinkled in his  infancy,
therefore, it is the duty of the Baptist to treat him as a baptized brother
in Christ, and admit him to that ordinance, to which the apostles never
admitted a person so circumstanced ! - It is called a Christian spirit so
to do, and the contrary severely censured ; but is not love to Christ
required to be espressed by an adherence to his commandments? Is
not such love a Christian spirit ? If this be allowed, and surely it
must, it follows that the contrary conduct pleaded for, of acting with-
out either command or precedent, in treating persons sprinkled in their
infancy as fit characters for admission to the table of the Lord, cannot
be an exemplification of the Christian spirit, but of a natural disposition
to rebel against the authority of Christ, and to court the commendations
of the erroneous. Men may please themselves, and applaud each dther,
as excelling their brethren in the spirituality of theirmind and temper ;
but, unless a due regard for the authority of Christ’s commands, and
the example afforded in his conduct, together with that of his apostles,
and the churches they planted, be expressed, we are ever at liberty to
question the justice of their pretensions. It is, certainly, very unscrip-
tural to make the spirit of any man, or party of men, a law of action,
instead of keeping close to the precepts of the Lord ; and to extol the
efforts of Mr. Hall, as breathing so abuudantly the Christian spirit,
while he has neither command nor precedent, in the word of God, to
direct him to build such a church, as that for which he so strenuously
contends, may have its effect upon the weak and the heedless; but
the thoughtful Christian, whose faith stands not in the wisdom of men,
will still be partial to the apostolic model and direction.

We are to esteem the primitive charches, formed under the direction of
the apostles, as patterns in all things ; and so, of course, in their being all
baptized before they partook of the supper of the Lord, or were admitted
inlo fellowship in a church stute. ‘Whatever disorders or inconsistencies
might obtain sanction, in the following centuries, with them we have
no concern ; neither are we to imitate the faults of the first churches ;
but, as far as they conformed to the apostolic authority, in doctrine and



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 51

practice, we nre required to learn of them, and walk in their steps : and
though we have account of the success of their preaching at Jerusalem,
and of converts being added to the church, yet, in no instance do we
find any hint given of their breaking bread prior to baptism ; hut
hearing stands first, then belicwing, then bdaptism, then membership
and fellowship: and in the doctrine and fellowship of the apostles they
continued, which is mentioned to their commendation ; and this surely
intimates, that, the apostles would have the same conduct pursued by
all succeeding churches, until the coming of Christ. To this purpose
arc the words of Jesus, our commanding Lord, when he said to his
apostles, “ Teach and baptize, and, lo! I am with you alway, even
to the end of the world.” ~Here is no intimation of an alteration or de-
viation being approved ; nor can we determine a bound, when once the
ancient land-marks are removed.

To admit unbaptized persons fo communion, would be fo allow of
known disobedience and error in the church, and that with respect to o
public institution, plainly commanded : and if one acknowledged error
be knowingly admitted in the visible practice of the church, another can
scarcely be censured and rejected, without partiality and unfaithfulness
being displayed, to the blame and shame of the society. Surely, the way
to keep the church free from error, would not be, to plant error within
her fences. If it be pretended that error is not designed to be cher-
ished, then let us not make root for it. The believer is commanded to
confess his Lord in baptism, and afterwards to enter his house, and sup
at his table ; but, to take the supper first, and openly confess the Lord
afterwards, is, to act most disorderly, and unseripturally. Should it
be said, “ The Padobaptist does confess the name of Christ, before he
is allowed to eat at the table,” I reply, “ He lhas not confessed his Lord’s
name, as he himself requires it to be confessed, by being baptized into
his death throngh faith.”

It is impossible that both infant-sprinkling and the tmmersion of be-
lievers should be right in the sight of God; but were the Baptists to ad-
mit unbaplized persons, they wowld act as though they were both
scriptural, whereas, there is no Scripture preceden! for such conduct ;
neither can carnal infants and spiritual babes constitute one gospel
Samily. If God has commanded believers to be baptized, he has not
commanded unbelievers also to be baptized, whether they be infants or
aged, for spiritual ordinances do not require any attention to be paid to
the age of the people admitted ; but to their principles, or state, and
practice. Neither are there any spiritual promises to children, con-
sidered simply as infants; but the promises point to the regenerate and
believing part of mankind, when viewed in a manifestative sense, and
that is the sense in which we must take them, when we form a church
state on the earth for the Lord Jesus Christ. God has never promised
salvation, to any one, but in Christ, and his promise neither depends on
childhood, nor old age. Suppose any one were to plead that a super-
annuated old man, whose father was a godly character, must be a pro-
per subject for baptism, and in the covenant of promise, though entirely
unacquainted with truth, what serious mind could sanction the plea ?
Yet, what claim could an infant have, even though its parents should be
believers, which might not be urged in behalf of the superannuated

character just supposed ?
(1o be continucd ncxt month.)
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PRAISE TO THE TRINITY IN UNITY.

Ax Orrcinan Hymx ror 1873. )
BY MR, JOHN VAUGHAN,

MINISTER OF MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, DEVONPORT,

ALL thou on God
The Father, in every time of grief and trouble;
All creature aid i8 vain, delusive, 8 mero bubble;
His word declares His grace shall prove * the doubla;”
Call thou on God.

Wait thou on God
The Fathor, even when His promise seems to tarry,
He's faithful to His saints,—thy case can ne’er miscarry
He's bound the burden and the burden’d One to carry.
‘Wait thou on God.

Tell all to God
The Father, for His ear’s attent, and ever open:
‘What, though thy mind’s confused, and language poor and broken ?
He never will withdraw the promise He hath spoken,

Tell all to God.

Have faith in God
The Father, His children’s trials are in merey given,
To wean them from this earth, and make them long for heaven ;
For aught He takes away, He giveth seven times seven.

Have faith in God.

Take all to God
The Father, for He is mighty, faithful, true, and just;
Thy frame He knows is weak ; He remembers thou art dust;
His great name is pledged to help all those who in Him trust.
Take all to God.

Pray thou to God
The Son, for He knows thy case, and will supply thy need ;
He is the Lord, thy SBhepherd, engaged thy soul to feed;
By waters of salvation He will thee gently lead.

Pray thou to God.

Cast care on God
The Son ; His grace is all sufficient to sustain thee;
Thy present help in every need, to make the tempter flee ;
The garkest cloud—its silver lining He'll make thee see.
Cast care on God.

Hope thou in God
The Son, for He's thy stay, thy strength, and anchor stable:
An arm of flesh is vain—a shadow and a fable:
To save thee, ¢ evon to the uttermost,” He is able.

Hope thou in God.

Build thou on God

The Son ; in Zion He's tho strong foundation laid ;

In Him Jehovah's promises, ¢ yea and amen,” are made:

On Him the church redeemed, complete, are sweetly stuyed.
Build thou on God.

Look thou to God
The Bon, aye, look to Him alone, and not another ;
He is a Friend who sticketh closer than a brother;
He'll comfort thy afflicted soul e’en like a mother ;
Look thou to God.
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Cleavo thou to God
The 8pirit, in every time of strife and sorrow ;
“ OF ompty vesscls not a few go thou and borrow ;”
The oil of grace can’t fail, He’ﬁ thoe supply to morrow.
Cleave thou to God.
Put faith in God
The Spirit: the promise made He's able to fulfil:
“ Power belongeth unto Him;” thy strength’s in sitting still;
“1t is He that worketh in thee, both to do and will;”
Put faith in God.
Keop close to God
The Spirit: to wander from Him is but soul madness.
Hell dry thy scalding tears, and soothe thee in thy sadness,
And all thy griefs and cares He will exchange for gladness.
Keep close to God.

Leave all with God
The Spirit: He cannot err or fail, for He's too wise,—
For He will work deliverance that shall thee surprise ;
His unexpected blessing shall gladden heart and eyes.
Leave all with God.
Rest thou with God
The Spirit: he that believeth enters into rest,—
By faith eats the bread of life, and drinks the wine with zest—
With grace sustains thee now, for aye with glory blest.
Rest thou with God.
All praise to God !
Jehovah! Triad, Great, Undivided Unity,—
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in bleaae({ Trinity,
To Whom be glory by the Church through all eternity.
All praise to God.

THE LATE EMPEROR, AND THE LIVING AND THE LABOURING POPE.

What will the predictors of a Personal Anti-Christ to be set up in
the late ex-Emperor, say now ? No Christian man can review the life
and death of the recently departed Napoleon, without realizing a
solemnity of fear, not easily to be described. Our favourite paper—
“ The Rock”—after a long historical sketch, gives us the following
rousing paragraph :—* The struggle, however, is not yet ended. A
muster is being made over Europe to have the PoPE restored by force
of arms to his temporal sovereignty; and this is a very powerful
element at present working underneath the perplexed politics of France.
The present hand that holds the reins is old and feeble. So soon as a
new ruler is fairly established in that country the development of the
policy which we have indicated will probably clearly appear. But
what is most remarkable is that Protestants of Great Britain shonld
be to so large an extent utterly blind to these grave moments. The
great comfort is, “ the LORD reigneth ;” the final victory of truth is
safe in His hands, and probably nearer than many anticipate. “ Be
still, and know that I am Gop. I will be exalted among the heathen ;
I will be exalted in the earth'”

O then be precise and accurate in all manner of conversation ; keep
up the power of godliness in your closets and families, and then you
will not let it fall in your more public employments and converses 1n
the world. I have often told you, that it is the honour of the gospel,
that it makes the best parents and children, the best masters and
servants, the best husbands and wives in the world.—Flavel.
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PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS.

The Baptists.—1It s painful to find the
Editor of Zionw's Witness, and his corres-
pondents still reproving the Baptists, In
January mumber Messrs, Vinall, Baxter,
and Edwards, as well as some Baptists, are
severely eritieised. 'We most devoutly
wish these good men could all meet to-
gether on their knees, in united prayer to
our Heavenly Father, that the Saviour's
promise coneerning the Holy Spirit might
be fully realized in them. Of that blessed
Spirit, the Comforter, the Saviour said,
“When He, the Spirit of Truth is come,
He will guide you into all truth; for He
shall not speak of Himself; but whatso-
ever He shall hear, that shall He speak,
and He will show yon things to come.”
We have read Mr. Baster’s cominendation
of Mr. Wilcockson, and Mr. Wileockson’s
sharp rebuke of Mr. Baster, and clearly
see that if Christian brethren could meet
together, understand each other ; and, like
Paul, determine not to know anything
among themselves nor anything among
men generally, ‘“save Jesns Christ, and
Him crucified,” it would be productive of
more good to Zion than all the censures
and reproofs now published. We must
confess for ourselves, we cannot renounce
our faith in the ordinance of baptism by
immersion of all quickened, regenerated,
and repenting believers in Jesus. Our
Lord commenced His public ministry by
requesting John to baptise him ; and his
argument to John—* Suffer it to be so
now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all
righteousness;”—this argument was, we af-
firin, soapplied to our heart forty years ago,
as prophetic, or as prospectively binding
upon all the dear Redeemer’s faithful dis-
ciples, that we cannot, we desire not, we
dare not, slight or renounce it. Never-
theless we would not write, or speak, un-
kindly of any good man who declares he
cannot 6EE WITH US in thig ordinance. No
more can we hold fellowship with many
who are strict enough in their observance
of that solemn ordinance, but as they ex-
hibit no evidence that they have spiritually
been “ planted together in the likeness of
Hisdeath,” nor raised up into & vital union
with Him ; there can be no experimental
affinity between us. Their eternal state
as before God, we know not ; but their lack
of a vital anointing by the Holy Ghost
cannot be hidden. Our Lord Jesus, as we
have said, commenced his publi¢ ministry
by baptism ; He finished His prBLIc min-
istry by instituting the Supper; this order

of thingsin the visible church on the earth,
we believe, has the authority and sanction
of the Almighty God. That many of the
best of men have not 8o followed ™ Christ,
is a fact which we admit, a mystery we
cannot explain; yea, it is this discrepancy
among good men, we deeply deplore.

“ The Wedding Morning"—in The Day
of Days, for January, is a holy hymn,
which would render our homes ha py, if
its prayers were presented in faith, and
answered in uniting hearts together in
Godly fear and reverential love. * Dr.
Livingstone at work on his Journal” is a
true picture in Our Own Fireside, for
January, 1873 ; and, in the same number,
we have John Howard, William Santre,
and other papers, all teaching pure truth
in such instructing and enchanting forms,
as must do good. From Our Qwn Fireside
we give in Ciieerine Worps a sweet poem
on “The Struggles of a Living Faith in
Prayer.” A couple of finé, fat, Chinese
State Officers 'are represented in Home
Words ; but the Editor’s counsels respect-
ing what 1873 should be are so choice and
useful that we feel a stronger love to the
Editor than ever. We wish England had
many thousands like the conductor of
good Home Words.

The Work of « Prison Chaplain.—It has
been extensively known that Mr. John
Waters Banks—(a beloved brother of the
Editor of Tue EarTHEN VEssty, and for
many years Chaplain of the large Convict
Prison in Portsmouth)}—had been in a pre-
carious state of health. Many will rejoice
with us to learn he has been so far re-
covered as partially,at least, to resume his
duties. From the Official Report of the
Directors of Convict Prisons for 1871, we
quote a few lines, Words of warning we
all require; and intelligence of the care
manifested towards the fallen we beliove
most of our readers will gladly receive.
In one part of the Report, the Committee
say :—* It is patent that a minister of re-
ligion, with his heart in his work, hzs a
fine ficld for labour within the walls of -a
convict prison. The Rev. J. 'W. Banks,
the Chaplain of the Portsmouth establish-
ment, is, we know, a man of this stamp,
and the extracts from his report show that
his office is no sineeure, and that he dis-
charges his snered duties full of faith in
the ultimate results. The rev. gentleman
speaks of ‘tho church’s full Sunday ser-
vices, as in any country parish,’ of ‘attentive
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tonigregationd and of a penitont and beliov-
ing company,’ Every morning after break-
fast the Seriptures are read to the men, and
prayer and praise offered ; the sick in the
inflemary aro reguldrly visited, and we are
warranted in believing that the ‘word in
geason ' i8 ofteri dttended with good results,
Those suffering in the ‘punishment cells’
aro not forgotten, for the chaplain, with
his pass key, visitsall in turn. ‘The chap-
lain in the cell’ (to quote Mr. Banks's
own words) ‘comes face to face with his
fellow man, and he is able to report that
seldom is he long in a cell without witness-
ing a softening countenarce, a smile upon
the most leaden features, and attention
from the most reckless character.’  The
convict prison is not merely a place of pun-
ishment, and a_man, on entering, is not
made to feel that he is regarded as utterly
lost and undone, and that there is no ray
of hope for him. Schools and libraries
are provided, and Mr. Banks is able to
speak of the great progress made by some
even in the higher branches of study, while
the educational advancement of nearly all
is most marked. In accordance with rules
for the correspondence of well-conducted
prisoners with respectable relatives there
were, during the year 1871, 2090 letters
written and 2760 received in reply. 185
were discharged on licence or expiration
of sentence during the year 1871 ; and Mr.
Banks refers to the aid given to these by
different societies, adding—* Yet all are
too few and too restricted to meet the
wants of 80 many men so long estranged
from honest competitive labour.” In or-
der that the good effected in the prison
may not be frustrated, it is of the last
importance that a man, on returning to
society, should not be lost sight. of, The

‘aid * societies are doing a valuable work, |
but, as Mr. Banks mentions, quite inade- |

quate to what is required, To assist in
raising the fallen is indecd a Christian
duty, and these excellent organisations ap-
peal trumpet-tongued, for public sup-
port.” .

The Congregational Almanack for 1873.
London: R, Banks. The ministers and
members of those churches called “ Con-
gregational” will be highly pleased with
this new annual, which is exclusively de-
voted to, and prepared for, their use. On
looking over the contents, we find every
branch of information comprehended ; it
has one of the best calendars we have ever
seen, and some choice articles by the lead-
Ing ministers, To overy purchaser of this
almanack is presented a benutiful engraving
of the New Congregational Memorial 1lall,
Printed on toned paper, making a noble
and bandsome picture when framed ; all
for two-pence.

The Baptist—as o penny weekly paper
for its own denomination has made a fair
start. One of its contemporaries has heen
a. little stirred up to & critical and careful
review of the immersion churches ; so that,

| altogether, the press is doing its utmost to

bring the Baptists inté more general notice.
All we are concerned for is, the rFarTHIFCL
delineation and defence of that Gospel
wbich “ e MessENGER oF THE CovEvaxT ”
8o plainly, powerfully, and practically pro-
claimed, and which Gtospel *that disciple
whom Jesus loved,” has recorded under
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, in such
a clear and holy light that none can mis-
understand it ; except by priests and hood-
winked parsons, they allow themselves to
be led. To us it appears that every pub-
lisher is producing a quantity of beautiful
literary blankets with which to smother,
stifle, and, if possible, destroy *the Reve-
lation of Jesus Christ, which God gave
unto Him, to show unto His servants the
things which must come to pass!” All
these artificial blankets, all these philoso-
phical coverlets, all these sensational veils,
however, will, one day, make a terrible
fire; and then, the despised Gospel of
Christ will come out of the furnace with
a greater brilliancy than ever. * Beloved,
beware, lest ye being led away with the
error of the wicked, rarL from your own
STEADFASTNESS ; but grow in grace, and in
the gxowLEDGE of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. Amen.”

« Pisgah Cottages”—A pretty view of
thege happy homes is given as a frontis-
piece to vol. xix. of T%e Little Gleaner.
Its suitable papers, pleasing poetry, and
striking pictures, render it one of the best
little prize books for our schools, we have
yet seen. Of course, there are much
more splendid books; but, if neat sub-
stantial binding, and thorough good read-
ing are desired, then it is here turnished
by Mr, Septimus Sears, at the lowest pos-
sible price. 7%e Sower, by the same seeds-
man is also well produced. Some people
ask—** What party does Septimus Sears
belong to?” We believe, he is as near the
good old Puritans ashe well can be in these
times. To sow good seed in good ground ;
and thereby, instrumentally, to bring forth
good fruit, is The Sower's chief concern.
For thirty-six stamps, both these vols. can
be had from the Editor, Shefford, Beds.

Thoughts on the Evangelical Preaching of
the Present Day.  The late Vicar of High
Wiycombe, Rev. H. Paddon, M.A, has
faithfully expressed hiweelf touching the
present declension of the English pulpit.
Our readers must bear in nind, Mr. Paddon
was always esteenied a sound preacher of
Christ's Gospel while he filled the otfice of
pustor in the {lne old church at Higlh Wy-
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combe. Frequently have wo heard the
orthodox Dissenters speak in the highest
terms of him, both as a Christian man,
and as a faithful Ambassador for Christ;
why he retired from his vicarage we can-
not tell; but here are four little things
which we gratefully acknowledge as tokens
for good. (1) Mr. Paddon has in this
pamphlet given full proof of his discerning,
truth-loving, and Christ-like spirit. He
evidently has a soul powerfully influenced
by pure love to our Lord Jesus, and to
His new Covenant Gospel. A faithful wit-
ness in these times is a mercy for which
we are bound to be thankful. (2) This
pamphlet has been eagerly purchased and
read by thousands. We expect the fifth
edition is already out. (3) The clergy
generally are fearfully angry with the
writer because he was not ashamed to dis-
close their cowardice, or treachery, in de-
ceiving the souls of the people. (4) We
understand that many of the devoted ser-
vants of God have openly expressed their
sympathy with Mr. Paddon in this work
he has 1ssued ; and, beyond all doubt, a
firo has hereby been kindled which no man
~nor set of men—can extinguish. We
believe that the hand of God is in this
matter, and, in his own time, it will prove
a blessing to many. It would be an act of
charity, and of honest zeal, if our laymen
would see to it, that every clergyman,
especially the young, should have this
book laid before them. It is published by
Macintosh.

Is this correct 7 The Monthly Record of
the Protestant Ewangelical Mussion, in its
January number says, ‘‘Though Protes-
tants differ in their ministrations accord-
ing to the gifts and grace given to them,
yot they all unite in maintaining THE
rIgET of CHRIST To RULE according to THE
TrUuTE OF (GoD REVEALED IN His Worp.”
That we totally deny. If all who profess
to be Protestant ministers did MAINTAIN—
ministerially and practically—the right of
Christ to reign and rule according to Tue
TruTE oF GoD A8 REVEALED IN His Wogb,
there would not be now rolling in upon us
those floods of error which threaten our
safety. It was once solemnly said, that
*“ Arminianism is the head of the serpent,
Unitarianigm is the tail. Where the head
gets in, the tail ie sure to follow !” English
churches have been pursing Arminianism
and Unitarisniem for many years. The
first denies the absolute sovereignty of God
in salvation: the second denies the eternal
Godhead, and perfect Divinity of our
Lord Jesus Christ. ¥or this cause the
nation seems given up to belive every false
way. What will be the end of these things ?
The Protestant churches are selling the
people over to the fashionable, superficial
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and deceitful systems of the day. Nevyer-
theloss, there is still a remnant according
to the election of grace. The Monthly
Record of the Protestant Evangelical Mis-
sion contains & volume of articles and
papers which ought to be read in these
times, Mr. R. Steele will send for seven
stamps a copy of the Record from the office,
14, Tavistock street, Covent Garden, Lon-
don.

The Christian World, in its roview of the
Baptists, has made a reference to * Mr.
Banks,” which will be investigated as soon
as is convenjent. The daily secular and
the weekly leading Christian journals have
united to prejudice the minds of the people
unfavourably towards the EArTHEN VESSEL,
and its Editor. Hitherto he has silently
smiled at these little critical effusions, and
has gone on his way rejoicing ; but, as the
wise man tells us, * thereis a time to keep
silence, and a time to speak,” so our time
for speaking may some day turn round:
when we may take occasion to show that
when The Christian World affirms that
¢ Mr. Banks remains almost the only repre-
sentative of a class whieh has done much
to render religion distasteful, except to the
select few "—it only announces Mr. Banks
to be one with those to whom the great
Redeemer said, “Ye shall be hated of all
men for My Name's sake,”” When the
Saviour told them of the synagogue at
Nazareth that “ many lepers were in Israel
in the days of Eliseus the prophet, and none
of them were cleansed save Naaman, the
Syrian,” then, “all they in the synagogue
when they heard these things were filled
with wrath, and rose up, and thrust him
out of the city, and led him unto the brow
of the hill, that they might cast him down
headlong.” To that class who hated the
doctrines Christ taught, Mr. Banks does
NorT BELONG. The Christian World has,
unintentionally, conferred upon Mr. Banks
& great honour by placing him in the ranks
of those faithful followers of their Lord,
who, for the TruTn's sake, ever have been
despised, persecuted, and even slain, b(
the enemies of Christ, and His Gospel.
‘We never gaw in these last days suchan ex-
position of the whole of the seventy-second
Psalm, as the recent virulent critiques of
the press have produced. We say no
1more at present.

“ A Hyper Daptist”—is recommended
to read Cmeerine Worps, for Februarfv.
Weare thankful to hear that little monthly
is well received in the cottages of the poor,
in different parts of this and other lands.
A Godly clergyman asked us ow to get it ?
We said, send thirty-six postage stamps to
Robert Banks, and for one whole year he
will send you every month Tur EArTuen
Vesses and Cuszring Worns,”
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

A. TRIBUTHE OF RESPECT
TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE MR. JAMES WELLS;

BY TIIE “ §URREY TABERNACLE BENEFIT BOCIETY,”

A copy of the Report of the above So-
oiety for 1872, has been forwarded to us;
and we realized such sacred feelings of
grateful love and holy sorrow in reading
it, that we determined to give an extract
for the benefit of our readers. First of
sll, we may briefly refer to the healthy
state of this institution, which we con-
sider to be one of the very best of its kind
in the kingdom. Thenumber of members
at present on the books is 987. But for
the extreme carefulness of the Committee
this number might have been considerably
greater. Every member should act as an
agent to induce young, healthy, Christian
men to join. We sometimes witness pain-
ful scenes in our sick visiting walks, where
families are thrown into great distress by
reason of the husband and father’s illness.
Young men! defer not the opEortuuity of
providing for a season of sickness; or, it
may be, the trying period of separation.
Iilness and death await us all. Hereisa
society governed by a body of most Godly
men, who will conscientiously see that your
best temporal interests are, at all times,
taken oare of.

Nearly £6,000 Invested Capital in the
Bank of England is an indisputable
guarantee of the firm bagis on which this
institution stands. All who read the very
clear and explicit Report, will be perfectly

_satisfled that the members of the Surrey
Tabernacle Benefit Society are in safe
hands, and in a highly favoured position.

In referring to the loss of their Presi-
dent, during tie last year, the Committee
have furnished such a comprehensive,
truthful, and excellent memoir of the late
Mr. James Woells, that we cannot withhold
it from our readers. We most devoutly
wish thousands who never knew Mr. Wells
could read the following sketch of his life
and death, written, we believe, by the Sec-

retary of the Society, Mr. Robert Banks, '
the Committee, '

who, in the name of
8ay8,—

t is with no ordinary feelings of sorrow the
Committee refer to the removal by death of

the PRESIDENT of this Society. After pass~ .

ing through a severe and painful affliction,
extending over a period of sixtecn months,
Mr, JAMES WELLS was taken home to be
for ever with his Lord. No apology need be
oftered for paying a tribute of respect to his

memory in this Report. James Wells was
born in the year 1803, in the village of Alton,
in Hampshire. Not much is known of his
parentage : but in childhood, doubtless, he
suffered privations of no ordinary character—
knowing nothing of a father’s care, and little
of a mother’s love and kindness. hile yet
alad he obtained employment that brought
him to London ; and while thus engaged the
great disadvantages of a neglected education
were forced upon him ; and with that deter-
mination of mind which was one of his pro-
minent characteristics—he at once set to work
to remove this difficulty. Evyentually, he
succeeded in obtaining employment in Lon-~
don. At about the age of 21, the Lord laid
his afflicting hand very heavily upon him—so
severely that at one time his life was despaired
of. But this afiliction was not unto death,
but to a “new life ;”’ for while lying in the
Hospital on a bed of pain, he was shown in a
vivid manner his utterly ruined state as a
sinner; and deep soul-trouble followed.
| Ultimately, the Lord gave health to the body,
comfort to the mind, and deliverance to the
soul. Following this discovery of his sinner-
ship, and his deliverance therefrom, the Word
of the Lord appears to have become to him
both his ¢‘ meat and his drink :”’ with much
avidity he read the Word ; and as he read,
the beauties of the Gospel, and the mysteries
of grace, were opened up to his wondering
but ever-enquiring mind. Hissoul was fired
to tell to others the grand discovery of the
love of Jesus which he had been made the
artaker of. Silent he felt he could not be.
is own words were, ** What shall I do to
express my gratitude to God?” The reply
was, “ Preach the Gospel.”” His first sermon
was delivered early one Sabhath morning in
the open air, in the Broadway , Westmin-
ster.  Soon his depth of spirituality,—his
opening up of the Gospel,—combined with a
ready utterance, brought around him, many
friends; a room was secured at Westminister,

but soon became too small; then a large
schoolroom, this likewise became filled ; from
l here to a_chapel in Soho was the next re-
move ; afterwards to a famous and favoured
c}mpei in the Borough road, Southwark :
which was subsequently re-built and twice
- enlarged ; and lastly to the noble structurein
| Wansey street, erected at a cost of over
| £10,000. Few ministers of the Gospel have
- had ‘such a successful and happy career as
Mr. Wells: pastor of only one czurch, over
which he presided more t{mn 40 years. His
first congregation consisted of about six per-
sons, but his latter ones often numbered 2,000,
He was a laborious student! his life~work
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was the preaching of the Truth asit is in
Jesus; and in that employ he was ever happy
and free. As an author, Mr. Wells perhaps
was not so extensively kiown as he deserve

10 be. His Letters to Theophilus, (about
eighty in number) which appeared in The
Earthen Vessel, have been justly deseribed as
8 body of divinity. He also published Trwenty
Four Lectures on the Book of Revelation ;
and compiled a Selection of Hymns, with
some originals; but his greatest use of the
press was the publication of the Surrey
Tabernacle Pulpit, containing his Sunday
morning’s discourse : forsome years this was
continued with much suceess, aud testimonies
to its usefulness were received from many
different parts. On Lord’s day morning,
Nov. 6th, 1870, Mr. Wells delivered a sermon
on Infant Salvatior: for one hour and
twenty minutes the preacher spoke with that
vivacity, earnestuess, and decision which
marked the whole of his ministry; in the
evening he again preacbed to a crowded con-
gregation, but that was the last Sabbath he
entered the Tabernacle. On the following Fri-
day he preached at Bartlett’s Buildings, Hol-
born : that washislast sermon. Symptoms of
the disease from which he suffered showed
themselves while this sermon was being de-
livered. To the triend who assisted him into the
carriage, that evening, Mr. Wells said, “1
shall never preach any more.”” From the
pulpit he went to his bed ; and for one year
and four months endured a martyrdom of
pain. A short time before his dissolution he
remarked, ‘‘I shall have an abundant
entrance into the Everlasting Kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
Another time he said, ¢ The Lord is very dear
to my heart. The truths I have preached for
forty-three years I steadily abide by. The
finished mediatorial work of the dear Redeemer
is a subject very dear tomy heart.”” Drawing
very near the end of his journey—with his
wife and family around the bed, he observed :
] am three parts through the valley; and
would not go back even if I could : no, not
even to preach the Gospel . What retreat?
No, no—a crown of righteousness is not only
laid up for me, but for all those who love his
appearing. I am quitc willing, and only
waiting the summons.” In this state of
mind, calmly and quietly—he went to his
rest, on Lord’s day afternoon, March 10th,
1872, in the G9th year of his age. His
remains were interred in’'a vault at Nunhead
Cemetery, over which his bereaved Church
have erected a monument bearing testimony
to what the grace of God had done for him.
Taus, ina few words, we have tried to give a
fuint idea of the labours of our late beloved
PresIDpeNT: the Church has lost a devoted
and suceessful pastor ; the widow aloving and
affectionate husband; the family a kind and
cver-gnxious father ; and the Society a wise
and attached President and friend.

MALDON, ESSEX.—The minister of
our little Zoar, Mr. Joseph Warren, has
passed away. Will not our two little hands
now become one ? Mr. Warren’s exercises
‘were hieavy, but the end Las come.
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AGED PILGRIMS’ ASYLUM,
HORNSEY RISE,
Urgent Appeal on behdlf of the
* Sustentation Fund.”

This noble buildiug was opened on the 4th
of July, 1871, as an additional Asylum for
those of the Lord’s poor who are alvecady
pensiouers on the Aged Pilgrims’ Yriend
Society, and is intended for the reception of
80 Pilgrims, who are lodged comfortably,
have a supply of coals, medical attendance
when necessary, and other advantages.
(Every room is now occupied.) The land on
which the Asylum is crected is freehold, and
the buildiug includes one room and a small
scullery, for cach of the 80 Immates, besides
Committee rtooms, Warden and Matron’s
rooms, 8 Laundry, 4nd a beautiful chapel,
The whole has been completed ata cost' ot
about £16,000, and is entirely free from debt.
The grounds around the Asylum are neatly
laid out, and for the comfort of the Pilgrims
are invaluable. The Asylum Committee find
that to sustain the building properly in re-
pair and confort, to keep the grounds i order.
to pay rates, insurance, charge for gas, and
other expenses, they will require annually a
suin of more than £300. To meet these claims
the present list of Subscribers to the Fund is
quite inadequate, and it is desirable the
Junds of the Parent Society should not
be drawn upon. The Committee therefore
propose raising ‘“ A Sustentation Fund,”” and
they earnestly solicit both subscriptions and
donations for what they hope may become a
permanent and sufficient endowment for the
yearly support of the Asylum.  The Com-
mittee fully believe that the Lord will incline
His people to provide this needed income, and
thus supplement the noble gift of the late
Secretary, Mr. Box, who so faithfully carried
out the sacred injunction to * Do good unto
all men, especially unto those who are of the
Household of Faith.” Subscriptions and
Donations will be received by the Treasurer,
ARTHUR MARSHALL, Esq., Amedee Villa,
Crouch End, Hornsey ; by the Sécretary,
Mr. WuM. JACKSON, 29, Marlborough Road,
Upper Holloway, N.; at'the office of the
Parent Society, 9, Finsbury Pavement, E.C.
Donors of £50 to the Asylum are entitled to
one presentation to a room on the first vacancy
occurring. At the Election for Inmates,
Anpual Subscribers to the Fund of one
guinea, have three votes. Larger amounts
in same proportion. Collectorshave one vote
for every ten shillings colletted. 'Post office
orders made payable at Uﬂpe‘r Holloway, N.
Postage stamps gratefully received. ~The
Secretary is in attendance at the Asylum
every Monday from 3 to4 to receive Sub-
scriptions, issue collecting books, and to afford
information on the gencral operations of the
Institutions,

N.B.—Subscribers and friends are respect-
fully invited to visit the building, which is
open daily (Sundays excepted). ’

HAWKHURST.—In this pleasant village
a new Baptist Chapel has, been opened, where
experimental truth will be proclaimed,



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD.

A PATTERN FOR PASTORS:—EXAM-
PLE FOR PEOPLE.

“The tender mercles of my Lord
Cau never bo expross'd ;
I rest my soul upon his word,
And lean upon his breast.”
We welcomed the advent of 1873 at three
sacred meetings which I will briefly describe.
On New Year’s Eve we niet in Johnson St.
Chapel, Notting Hill, at seven, and _closed
about a quarter past twelve, I read some
scripture ; we sung several precious hymns ;
—Jonathan Rowley, R. G. Edwards, E. P.
Browne, B. Woodrow, Frederick Rushmer,
W. Sack, and fiiend Hussey offered up
heart-breathing  supplications to  the
throne: and with a short discourse and
closing petition I finished the old °72 ‘and
commenced the ’73.
What's in the future, we can’t tell,
But with the righteous’twill be well,

New Year’s Eve, at Hayes, I witnessed
scenes ; and saw and heard such things as led
me to write the following notes on my
journey home to London :—

HAYES TABERNACLE, Jan, 1, 1873.—
There cannot be any sin in simply relating
some of the pleasing scenes which sometimes
pass before us in connection with the Lord’s
cause. J hope to stir ui) others to WORK
for the good of the people, not by hearing
preaching merely, but by such practical an
useful benevolence as is carried out by the
friends who worship in the Hayes Tabernacle.
To me it is one of the most interesting spots
for DOING GooD I have ever seen. It is
but a few years since the Tabernacle here was
first erected ; more recently two handsome
school rooms have been huilt at the back of
it, so that it has now the appearance of a
large substantial building, for the spiritual,
educational, and temporal advancement, of
all who the Lord in His providence may
bring in among them. There is nothing
common either in the Tabernacle or its
schoolrooms. The pastor aud his devoted
friends, the Mr., Mrs. and Misses Wild, with
all their co-workers, seek incessantly to
obey that emphatic prophetic injunction,
‘“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith

our God."” The pastor does this ministerially
in the Gospel, and the friends endeavour to
comfort the people by giving them such
things as really are useful to them. Without
the least desire to glorify man, I will fear-
lessly give it as the conviction of m% heart
that if our churches generally worked out
that injunction of our Lord as charitably as
they do at Hayes, there would be a better state
of things than isoften seen. Did not Jesus
say unto us all, *“ Let you light so shine be-
fore men, that they may see iour good worke,
and glorify your Father which is in Heaven ?”
This, without ostentation, is done at Hayes.
Pastor Robert Bardens has there gathered in
about 200 boys and girls, and every Sunday
wmorning nn(}' afternoon he and his band ot
teachers impart to them Biblical aud in-
tellectual knowledge. Lessons of economy,
and opportunities of getting wisdom aund
heglth " are given to them; and no one can
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measure the real good which may flow from
the advice, counsel, reading, preaching, pray -
ing, and practical henefits which these prow-
ing-up hoys and girls constantly receive.
Should the Lord be pleased to spare Mr.
Bardeny’ life, and preserve him and his
people in their arduous efforts, there can be
no guestion but Hayes Tabernacle will be an
institution for immense good in a few years
time. I saw a happy tea-meeting there on
New Year’s night; the working men and
their wives where entertained to a good tea;
then I had the privilege of preaching to them.
After this, on another evening, the school
children had a treat to tea, and prizes and pre-
sents made to them, enough to makeall their
little hearts leap for joy. I would advise
some of our do-nothing professors to visit this
beehive of Gospel enterprise ; and may the
Lord say to them ‘ Go thou and do like-
wise.”’

The third New Year’s meeting I attended
was Speldhust Road. We spent two hours
in prayer, praise and speaking. Brethren
John Mumford, Thomas Thiselton, Charles
Longley, and William Crowhurst, went to
the Lord in prayer; and I spoke on the
words, ¢ Because of the house of the Lord our
God, I will seek thy good.”” A sacred season
was realised, and I solemnly desired that as
I have thus been favoured to commence the
vear in the holy service of my Lord, so may
I continue it, and may many souls be blessed.
Amen, C.W.B

KEDDINGTO N.—We were favoured
for many years to visit this delightful spot:
and are thankful it still lives, Our friend
and brother minister says :—I am pleased to
inform you this little church is enjoying
peace and prosperity ; there are a goodly
number of people attend, and in the summer
months the place is full, at times even more
than full; but in all this, the Lord I trust
in a measure has kept me humble. I
feel the work to be very solemn, and
do earnestly desire that some may be
entangled in the Gospel net, and prove to be
good sound living fish. I can say there is
nothing I desire so much as spiritual child-
ren. David says ‘ Happy is the man who
hath his quiver full of them.”” These are my
rejoicing and encouragements in the ministry.
I have reasons to hope some have been met.
The Day Star has risen, but the Sun of Right-
eousness to them has not appeared in its prec-
ious healing powers. This 1s what I want to
see ; rebels brought under the sweet reigning
power of grace into the liberty of the sons
of God, serving Him from a principle of love
wrougilt in them by the witnessing and sealing
testimony of the Spirit of God, testifying from
the heart ‘“ We love Him because he has loved
us ;> and by thatlove are sweetly, powerfully,
and unctiously led to follow Him in all His
commands. I must wait the Lord’s tine, feel-
ing assured there is a set time to favour Zion.
I am happy to inform you, you still live in
the hearts of some of the friends, and have
often heard your name mentioned. The
widows of the two Messts. Dillestone are still
liviug, and attend the chapel, the one a
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member and the other ought to be. Others
1 could mention but my epistle would swell
too large.  Asyou are aware they are poor
people and not able todo much for the support
of the ministry, yet they are very anxious
for me to settle amongst them. Ihave been
deeply exercised in that respect, and hope I
am willing to go whichover way the Lord
directs, but feel my health will not admit of
continuing with a people in my present
sphere of business, which I feel I must resign ;
which 1 am willing to do if the Lord wills
it.
f“ And must I part with all I have,
My dearest Lord, for Thee;
It is but right since thou hast done
Much more than this for me.”

WATFORD.—BEULAH BAPTIST
CuAPEL.—The little Church gathered to-
gether and planted by the hand of God in
this place have occasion to record the mercies
and lovingkindness of their God towards
them at the opening of another year, and in
taking a review of the past eventful year have
cause indeed humbly and gratefully to ex-
claim ‘“ What hath God wrought!”’ On the
last Lord’s day in the year the little place
was packed as full as it could be with an atten-
tive auditory to listen to the word, and witness
the administration of the solemn ordinance of
believers’ baptism, the same being the third
time they have had occasion to open the Pool
during the past year. The text chosen for
the occasion was Matthew xxviii, 6 ver.,
¢ Come see tbe place where the Lord lay,”
after which five believers were immersed in
the name of the Great Sacred Three, one of the
number being the son of the minister, Mr. G.
Burrell. Twelve souls have been added
during the past year by Baptism, to the
visible Kingdom of the Great Redeemer.
Others have found a Gospel Table and home,
who have been wandering in the wilderness
as sheep without a shepherd. Peace has
been maintained in our borders, and a goodly
degree of gracious and temporal prosperity
in our palaces. All current expenses have
been met cheerfully, and the debt consider-
ably reduced. We have in contemplation
now the erection of a more commodious
school room for the children, having been
induced and constrained to take this step
through the very liberal offer of one of our
friends to meet half the cost. May God of
his infinite merey pour upon our beloved
Zion, her ministers and churches more of the
spirit of prayer, power, and holy union,
keep his saints and servants all low at His
dear feet, with a constant earnest and unan-
imous desire and purpose to crown the Great
Immanuel Lord of Amen.

DUNSTABLE. —Qur present minister,
Mr. C. Witts, has been Dbereaved of his be-
loved partner, leaving him a widower, and a
family of motherless children. We have had
a meeting of sympathy, and for some support.
The Church here has invited Mr. Witts to
minister the Word of Life to us for six
months, We earnestly ask our Lord to
bless his work in our midst.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

TWO WATERS.—Our onnun! Sunda
services were held {n Salem Baptist Chapel,
Monday, Jan. G, 1873, Mr, North, of Ab-
bott’s Langle&.’ commenced the afternoon
service ; Mr. Wise, of Watford, conducted
the devotional parts iu the evening. C. W,
Banks preached the sermons. A Eappy and
numerous company took tea, which was
furnished in abundance with good taste and
kindness by the ladies. Our ministering
brethren &lasg'ow, from Gaddsden Row ;
Wood, of Bedmont ; Shipton, of Berkhamsted,
and others, favourcd us with their company.
Salem has been cnlarged, is well lighted, and
is altogether a pleasant and commodious
placo of worship. Our cause has existed
over fifty years. It has always been pre-
served faithful to the Lord’s gospel and
ordinances ; and the Church has now in it
brethren and sisters ripe in Christian know-
ledge and stedfast in the truth. This Church
has been a nursing mother to not a few
éoung ministers, The late lamented R.

earle, H. Hutchinson, J. Cartwright, and
many others, have here been encouraged in
the ministry. Brethren Wise, of Watford,
North, and other good men supply our pulpit.
Our beloved Father Green is now in
affliction ; but his beloved;wife and son are, in
the Lord’s hands, a comfort to him in his
declining days.

NEWBURY, BERKS.—At the annual
meeting of the church and congregation
assembling in the Bapist Chapel, Mr. Crack-
nell, the pastor presided. During the evening
the following resolution, moved by Mr,
J. J. Davies, seconded by Mr. Hughes, and
supported by Mr. Shaw, was put to the
meeting by Mr. Coxeter, one of the deacons :
—* Our pastor, the Rev. J. E. Cracknell,
having intimated his intention of resigning
his pastorate, we desire to bear testimony to
the high esteem in which he is held. ~After
nearly six years of social and Christian inter-
course, we testify to his unblemished repu-
tation, fand thorough transparency of his
moral and religious character—to the faith-
fulness of his ministrations—his genial and
kindly spirit—his interest in the village
stations, Sunday School, and welfare of tge
young. We would specially remember
his earnest and successtul efforts in freeing
the chapel from debt, and general jmprove-
ment of the services during his pastorate, It
is our wish that he retain his position amongst
us until a suitable opening present itself. He
will leave a people who, without exception,
desire that every blessing may rest upon him
and his beloved partoer, for whom we
express our high esteem.” — The reso-
lution was passed, accompanied by many
kind words and good wishes.

BURNHAM, ESSEX.— DEAR MR,
BANKS.—Mrs. Newman sends a message to
say she feels very grateful to the friends, and
to you, for the great kindness she has re-
ceived ; hoping you will excuse her writing.
Father received another 5s, yesterday from
Mr. Whitteridge, minister of a chapel in
Britannia Row, London. 8, A. TAYLOR,
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PEACEAND PROSPERITY AT
DEPTFORD.

We well remember mecting for worship in
the old chapel where William Felton first

venched in Deptford. Since then Dacre
F’ark Chapel has sprung into existence; but
what changes in the pastorate we have scen !
Bridge B8trecet Chapel, Greenwich, was
crected for Jesse Gwinnell ; both pastor and
place have ceased to be. At Devonshire Road
Chapel, the other dry, glorious things were
nuticifmted of a great revival; but, alas!
that has not been realised. ~Everywhere
“ Mutable Marks” are seen. Deaths !
Divisions ! ! Distressing discoveries!!! all
with trumpet tongue proclaim, * This is not
our rest ; because it is polluted!”’ Here,
and there you see a good man is favoured to
stand long, and to wear well, which is a
mercy in this dangerous, deceitful, and dying
world. As I stand in this bustling port of
Deptfor , and reflect for one moment on our
pastors and people, I remember that almost
angelie piece of holy ministerial life, Charles
Box, so0 many years of Woolwich. There is
that grave, reticent, and thoroughly good
man, Henry Hanks, now in his own (%ar-
mel; from whence satan was permitfed for
a season to drive him; but to which Sov-
creign Power returned him, to be God’s
mouth to many. I might notice the long-
preserved and honoured Moyle, and a few
more, who, for years, have studied to
show themselves approved unto God, and also
to God’s people ; and who have not altogether
studied in vain.

Following in the steps of some of these
sage, grave, good, devout, steady, and useful
ministers in the Strict Baptist section of the
visible church we find, Mr. J. 8. Andersoq,
of Zion Chapel, New Cross Road ; a man of
some physical and mental powers ; acceptable
to not a few in the dispensation of the gospel,
and highly favoured and honoured in many
respects. We look upon him as a kind of
leader of a rather new class ‘of ministers in
the Churches to which he belongs; a class
that avoid extremes of any kind ; not extre-
tremely deep in experience certaialy; not
extremely high in doctrine ; not superlatively
classical or philosophical ; and very far re-
moved from that illiterate condition in
which even some of the most useful have
heen found standing all their days. ‘‘Med-
locrity » is the term most suitable with
which to define the character of the men
who are now filling the pastoral chairs, and
occupying the pulpit platform of “ Our
Churches.””

A perfectly Representative Meeting of
thig class surrounded the pastor of the Baptist
Church, meeting in Zion Chapel, New Cross
Road, Deptford, on Tuesday, Jan. 7, 1873 ;
it was the nineth anniversary of his settle-
ment over that flock ; and, from all that was
said and done, it must have been to him a
day of joy and gladness not soon forgotten.

Let us notice the constituent parts of this
Representative Assembly. The venerable
sive of the body, Mr. George Wyard, sen., is
there ; a long day’s worE in the vineyard
has been given to him; but now he is fast
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preparing for the Higher Peerage;, whither
most of his fellow-labourers have gone hefore.
Among the chiefs now in their prime, is John
Hazelton, William Alderson, James Grif-
fiths, William Flack, J. L. Meeres, and
others. Rising up to form a more refined
and classical school is seen John Briscoe, W.
J. Styles, J. Willis, and James Ballard; by
their side are sitting George Webb, John
Bracher, William Cooler, W. K. Bloom,
William Osmond, and several other well-
accredited London pastors; supported hy
Charles Spencer, Thomas Pillow and other
gentlemen, firm and faithful to, the pgood
cause. What a rich variety of heads! How
various the measure of their intellectual
calibre! Yet, of every one of them it may
be said, they are earnestly contending for
the faith once delivered unto the saints;
each one in his own sphere fighting the good
fight of faith ; aiming tolay hold themselves,
and tn be instrumental in leading others to
lay hold upon Eternal Life.

We have, for forty years, watched with a
keen interest, the rising and rule of the hosts
of men who have served the Churches during
that time; and as the fathers retire, it is
grateful to behold the sons in rapid and
abundant succession springing up, all de-
determined to be better men than even their
predecessors were. On the past, and the
present state of the gospel ministry, we have
our thoughts, but this is not the place for
them.

On the occasion referred to, a meeting for
prayer and thankfulness was convened in the
afternoon ; a host of friends were present;
not less than four or five hundred had tea;
and when Mr. Anderson took the chair, the
place was crowded.

Mr. Anderson opened the meeting with a
cheerful address, he said nine years had gone
away since he became the pastor: he could
say all had been years of mercy. (He had
never been laid aside one Sunday for twenty -
six or twenty-seven years.) They dwelt
togetber in unity, love and peace; their
numbers had increased; his ministry had
been accompanied by a divine power. Good
discourses were delivered by J. Hazleton,
Alderson, and Ballard. Mr. Matthews then
presented to Mr. Anderson, in the name of
the Church and congregation, a very hand-
some gold watch and chain and a purse of
morey Mr. Kennard read the inseription
engraved upon the watch, as follows:—
¢ Presented to Mr. J 8. Anderson, the
pastor by the Church and Congregation of
Zion Chapel, New Cross, Deptford, January
7th, 1873, as an expression of their esteem
and affection.” He said the amount which
had been subscribed was £45 4s. 3d. The
cost of the watch and chain, which bad been
supplied to them at cost price, was £28 18s.,
leaving a balance of £16 6s. 8d., which was
enclosed in a purse and handed over to the
pastor. Mr. Anderson expressed himself
exceedingly thankful. It was quite impos-
sible to express the emotion he felt. This
meeting was remarkable in every way;
and declared plainly that Strict Baptist
Chiurches are not dead yet.
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SWALLOWFIELD. — Enguiry havin
been made by a reader of the Farthen Vesse
as to what was intended by the expression of
yourcorrespondent that the cause at Swallow-
tield had of late years merged into another
seetion of the Church, I would gladly reply
thereto. 1In this allusion to the church there
whether abstractly correct or not must be
left for the friends to decide; hut certainly
it was not in the least degree intended to
convey the impression that therc had been
the slightest divergence from the truth or
departure from the faithful observance ot
the ordinances of the Lord’s house. But
devoid of any spirit of controversy, and apart
from all local reference, is it not, alas, too
painfully true that amongst us as Strict
Buaptists there exists two = parties—almost
distinet tactions of the church? Is it not
truly repulsive to the feelings of any true
Clristian when asked, ‘Do you belong to
the Vessel or Standard party 7 Whatever
that appelation may imply it is certainly not
of the Lord’s making ; for when his Spirit
reigns, there is unity, peace, and love enjoyed.
Does not Paul expressly say, ““ Grace be with
all those that love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity 7> and if in heart, in doctrine, and
in practice there is an agreement, what can
possibly make a difference either expressed
or avowed? Is it not piteous that there
should be a spirit of strife and dissension
among us, rather than a united, fervent con-
tention for “ the faith once delivered to the
Saints ’?7 In the days of the Apostle the
same evil apparently existed as now, for in
writing to the Corinthians he declares, ‘“ Now
this 1 say, that every one of you saith, I am
of Paul ; and I of Apollos ; and I of Cephas;
and I of Christ.”” And does he not too show
them plainly how opposed to the Word of
God and the things of Christ such a spirit
was? Hence he asks ““ Is Christ divided ?”
Was Paul crucified for you? or were ye
baptised in the name of Paul? Seeing then
thal our salvation is entirely distinct and sep-~
arate from men, he exhorts them with all
earnestness “ He that glorieth, let him glory
in the Lord.”” How sweet and trutbful are
the words of the poet when he says,

“ When is 1t Christians all agree

And let distinctions fall ?

When in themselves they nothing see,

But Christ is all in all.”
Oh! that God would grant, seeing our sal-
vation is alone in Him and fixed in his eternal
counsel and will, that Jesus may be increas-
ingly precious to us, and that we by His
Spirit may hopefully wait for the consumma-
tion of that promise of eternal life when, as one
famnily, we may sing one song, and ome
glorious themne be the delight of oursouls :
** Praise and honour, and blessing to Him that
sitteth upon the throne and to the Lamb for-
ever.”” May the Lord hasten it. Amen and
amen, E. P. Brown.

NOTTING HILL.—New Year’s meeting
and special services in Silver-street Baptist
Chapel, were lield Thursday, Jan. 9, 1873,
when a loving and lively discourse was de-
livered Ly the venerable Thomas Jones.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

After tea, John Short, Esq., took the presi-
dency of the public meeting, introducing the
speakers in very kind, truthful words, A
uoble programme was provided, and the
speakers eudeavoured to work it out to the
cdification of their hearers. W. Sack oftered
up cernest prayer. J. Wilkins, of Soho,
ave a clear address on *‘ The work of the
‘ather.” H. Hall was expected to speak on
The work of the Son, but as he could not
attend the mecting, that essential part of
the programwme—**The Work of our Lord
Jesus Christ "—was omitted; C. W. Banks
on “The Work of the Spirit’’; W. Lodge
on “The Ministers’”’; and T. Adams on
“The Saints” oceupied the evening. Mr.
R. G. Edwards (who is now supplying the
pulpit at Silver Strect) gave the closing
address on ‘“‘The Work of the Sisters in
Christ;”” in which he highly eulogised the
Christian ladies as co-workers in the building
up Zion ; and all who partook of the tea as
furnished by the Sisters Fell, Taylor, Don-
caster, Linforth, and many others were
thoroughly satistied. Mr. R. G. Edwards
preaches in Silver Street every Lord’s Day
morning, afternoon and evening.

STEPNEY. — Sermons on behalt of the
poor in communion with the Church meeting
for worship in Cave Adullam, Stepney—
under the pastoral care of brother George
Reynolds—were preached Jan. 5and 7, 1873.
The discourse by Mr. J. T. Briscoe, on the
Revelation, was well received, although the
views ennuciated were new to some, it was
considered that the subject was scripturally
supported. Mr.J. H. Lynn also delivered
a discourse with good eftect; and C. W.
Banks on “ The Permanence and Blessedness
of the Saviour’s Name,” was cheerful in ex-
pressing his confidence in the certain pros-
perity of the Redeemer’s kingdom. We are
dwelling in peace at the Cave. Our pastor,
deacons, and friends all prayerfully bope the
Lord will here againdisplay the Omnipotence
of His grace; where, for nearly filty years,
the Gospel has been preached.

HEREFORD.—It is pleasing to see by re-
port sent us that our brother M. Plaice, the
pastor of the Whitestone Church, is pursuing
his ministerial and scholastic lJabours in peace,
and successfully. Heisin oue of the most
lovely spots in the West ; and at the School
New Year’s meeting it was evident his work
is rendered very useful. May the Lord long
spare and honour Lim ; and greatly increase
the Church under his care.—FOWNHOPE
CHURKCH is also holding on well, with its
veuerable and cheerful pastor Mr. Mudge,
who has toiled on for many a long year in
training the young and building up the
Saiuts who have believed.—The paper sent
us, respectfully notes Mr. Samuel Banks’s
lecture on ** Epigrams and Epitaphs” us
being extremely interesting.  The music
also, a8 led by Miss Tyler, of Wessington,
gave a digoified tone to the meeting.

NEWPORT, MON.—Highly interesting
meetings were held in connection with the
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nnniversary of the Strict Calvinistic Baptisf
Church worshipping at the Albert ;I)all,
Lord’s Day, Jan. 12th ; threc sermons wer

reached by brother D. T. Phillips, late ofi

hiladelpliia, We enjoyed a precious scason
of refreshing from the presence of the
Lord. The gatherings were large, and listen-
ed with deepest attention and interest to the
preached word. Monday evening following,
about 300 partook of an excellent tea
and wholesome cake catered for the
occasion. The chair having been taken by
brother J. P. Thomas, the able and success~
ful pastor of thg Church, interesting and
profitable addresses were delivered by breth-
ren Dyke, Hockey, Mayberry, Anderson,
Morgan, Phillips, and the pastor. Subscrip-~
tions have already been made towards erect-
ing a large commodious edifice, which the
brethren hope to be able to commence ere
long. We wish them God speed. Ten ean-
didates are awaiting baptism.

EARL’S BARTON.—*“The Lord hath
been mindful ofus; and he will bless us.’”
It is now twelve months since a few friends
first met in a room to pour out their hearts
to the Lord for a blessing; we must now
declare that ‘‘the Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we are glad.” Inever
knew a little cause of truth prosper so greatly
in so short a time as this cause at Earl’s Bar-
ton has. ¢ Praise ;ye the Lord.” I feel
greatly encouraged in seeing our Lord’s-day
morning and Monday evening praver meet-
ings so well attended ; and to find from the
prayers of the people that my lahours in the
Gospel are so blest of the Lord to them.
Dear Brother Banks, if you were at Barton
you would rejoice to see so good an attend-
ance, with open eyes, and ears and anxious
looking faces to hear the Word of God. We
had four added to our number on the first
Lord’s-day in this year. We baptised 19th
of December, at tbe Tabernacle, Wellingboro’,
and were heartily weleomed by both pastor
and people of that place; we felt it to he a
time of love to our souls, 1 felt the Lord
had again highly honoured me, in giving me
another opportunity of attending to such a
blessed ordinance to four, whom I have good
reason to believe have been called by His
grace., We came home that evening with
Jjoyful hearts ; we could enter experimentally
into the words of the Psalmist, ‘‘ Sing praises
unto the Lord.” Our joy was increased
when we found there were others, whom we
hope well of, strongly inclined to take the
same step. However dull and sleepf' the
people of God may be in some places, let us
rejoice that it is not so in all places. Blessed
be the Lord, His work is still going on; the
Lord has lively ones in the Christian race.
May He use them in the Churches to make
the sleepy ones ashamed of themselves. We
pray the Lord to enable us to crect a Chapel
at Barton this year ; we hope our appeal in the
December VESSEL to the Churches for help
will not be overlooked by them.—W. TOOXE,
Baptist Minister, Earl’s Barton, Northamp-
tonshire,—[ Our brother Tooke is well knowu
us a fuithful, devoted servant of Christ. Who
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that has the means can withhold help from
such a cause as the one now planting at
Earl’s Barton 7—En.]

LINCOLNSHIRE VILLAGES.

BILLINGHAY.—A short time ago I had
the pleasure of meeting with that venerable,
devoted and truly industrious servant of the
Lord, Mr. J. Skipworth, who has been for
so many years the pastor of the church at
Billinghay ; which the Lord has been pgra-
ciously pleased to build up by his instrument-
ality,” The clean and holy couversation of
that man of God is always very beneficial to
heaven-born souls, and is highly adapted to
warn thoughtless sinners and teach those
that are out of the way. That he may he
long spared to the church, and endowed with
physical and mental power, and much of his
dear Master’s presence, is the heart’s desire of

ONE THAT LOVES GoOD MEN.

BILLINGBORO’.—OQur brother W. Wilson
continues to proclaim a free grace salvation
by the triune God of Israel. Heissurround-
ed by a few real Christians who have strug-

led through years of adversity: and now
or prosperity wait only upon God. May
He grant them their desire. Brother Wil-
son’s visits to neighbouring Churches are
greeted with a hearty welcome.

PARTNEY.—The Old Baptist Chapel at
Partney (where good David Wilson once
laboured) has recently been re-opened, after
years of neglect, by Mr. Newbold, the faith-
ful pastor of Burgh. We trust that brcther
Newbold’s labours will be owned and blessed
of the Lord. It would give us great plea-
sure to see this old cause, amidst the reposing
dust of some of the Lord’s dear saints, restored
to life and vigour.

CLAPHAM. — REHOBOTH BAPTIST
CHAPEL, BEDFORD RoOAD.— Annual
thanksgiving services, on 26th Dee. last:
good attendance, both of ministers aud
friends. At public meeting the chapel was
filled ; all were gratified and profited; the
speakers were in liberty telling out the several
departments of theWord, embracing doctrine,
duty, and deportment. As several of the
friends could not remain to hear the closing
address by our pastor, wherein he thankfully
acknowledged the kind visit of the ministers
and friends, we respeetfully request you will
tender our sincere thanks to all who favoured
us with their presence and assistance. We
experienced the Psalmist’s feelings when he
said, “ Behold, how good and pleasant a thing
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.
What doeth hinderit?” THE DEACONS.

PETERBOROUGH BAPTIST TABER-
NACLE.—Annual meeting was held Tues-
day, 7th Jan. Mr. Clarke, of Chatteris,
preached in the afternoon ; tea was provided,
to which about eighty sat down. Inevening,
public meeting was held, Mr. John Sturton
presided ; addresses were delivered by Messrs.
Turner, S. Kingston ; also, by Mr. Shaw of
Whilleeny. The meetiugs were all satistac-
tory and the collections good.
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SURREY TABERNACLE,

During January, the ditferent ministers
who were annouuced to occupy the pulpit
have fulfilled their engagemcnts; with the
exception of Mr. Stringer, they were gener-
ally not kuown among the pcople of the
Surrey Tabernacle, none of them having
preached for Mr. Wells during his lifetime.

Considerable anxiety is felt concerning the
health of Mr. Edward Butt, who is still con~
fined to his bed. We have been privileged
to see him twice; and feel a pleasure in
stating his mind is very calm and quiet: his
only concern being the Church at the Taber-
nacle, aud his wite and afHlicted daugbter.
A special prayer meeting has been held during
the month, to ask the Lord, if in accordance
with his will, to restore our brother: the
large vestry was more than crowded; and
it was felt to be a very solemn season.

The letters written by Mr. Wells during
his illness, to the Chureh and congregation,
have just been issued under the title ot
Achor's Gloomy Vale. The work has a
short preface by Mr. William Crowther, of
Gomersal; then follow Twenty-five Letters
addressed to the Church and Congregation ;
next there are Five Letters written by Mr.
Wells specially to be read to the Members of
the Church at the Administration of the
Lord’s Supper. Following these thirty letters
we have the Experience of Mr. Wells
written by himself some thirty years since,
the substance of which was given in the
April No. of the Earthen Vessel, 1872.
Then there is a part of the discourse delivered
at the commemoration of the 40th Anniver-
sary of the formation of the Church ; and the
book closes with three original Hymns by Mr.
Wells. The work consists of 154 pages, is
neatly bound in cloth, and is published by
Robert Banks, Racquet Court, Fleet Street,
price 1s. 8d. In referring to this work, Mr.
R. H. Davey, of Hammersmith says: I feel
sure the letters Mr. Wells was favoured to
write to his Church and Congregation during
his illness will be blessed to thousands of the
Lord’s tried and afflicted family. Having
sent a copy of Achor’s Glomy Vale toadear
old Christian, who has for many years been
deprived of attending the ministry of the
Gospel, and for along time past been confined
to her room, I have received the following
warm-hearted testimony from her. She
says:

** Many, many, thanks for the precious
book, which I accept with beartfelt pleasure
and thankfulness to the Lord who put it into
your heart to send it Yes, I do indeed, from
the depths of my soul find an echo to almost
every word. I'can hardly believe my senses
while I read it, and have gone over some of
the pages three or four times to be sure I
make no mistake 1n saying that it is my own
experience from beginning to end, except the
bitter and long bodily suftering, and the long-
ing—intense longing—for the house of God,
and his Master’s work. He was faithful unto
death—through grace—and is at rest, shut
in with Christ, never to go out again ; how I
wish I bad known him, and that he bad been
my pastor, My great wonderis that I should
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never have read or conversed with a creature
under the same circumstances, with, atJeast,
some similarity, it is too lard for me, too
wonderful for me. I have been suffering
greatly from severe depression but that scems
all gone.

“Dear Mr. Wells was only six years older
than myself ; but he says he felt * nothing—
LESS than nothing ’ after all he has done
for Christ, what ean I think of myselt; I ask
myself it the Lord of the vineyard will give
e, too, a penny ; if He docs it must indeed
be of His own free grace. You mention
that dear old hymn,

¢ True religion’s more than notlon,
Something must be known and felt.
Yes, we can’t go floating through the air to
heaven, in silver slippers or on beds of down,
but it seems the mistake of thousands. 1 am
sure those who would live Godly in this pre-
sent world must suffer.”

The Pillar or Monument to the Memory
of Mr. Wells is now completed. It is erected
over the tomb in the Cemetery at Nunhead.
The material is of polished granite, of two
colors: the entire height, 16 feet; the
““ needle,” or top part of the pillar is 10 feet
in length, consists of one piece of granite
weighing over two tons; the width at the
base is 5 feet; and the material used in
its erection weighs over ten tons. It is a
substantial and handsome monument, de-
signed -and carried out by Mr. David C.
Preston, the Monumental Sculptor, of Nun-

 head, upon whom it reflects very much

credit. It has been erected gratefully, yet
mournfully, by a devoted Church and Con-
gregation. The following outline drawing
is a copy of the design of the monument :—

Preslon, Nunhead.
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The following is the inseription which is
in gold letters :—

IN MEMORY OF
JAMES WELLS,

AN ABLE MINISTER OF THE
NEW TESTAMENT, WHO, ATTER
A PASTORATE OF 42 YEARS,
OVER THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT
THE
SURREY TABERNACLE,
ENTERED INTO THE REST THAT
REMAINETH FOR THE PEOPLE
OF GOD,

ON THE 10Tr DAY OF MARCH, 1872,
AGED 69 YEARS,
LEAVING A WIDOW AND FAMILY
TO MOURN THEIR LOSS.

I HAVE FOUGH A GOOD FIGHT ;
I HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE;
I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH.
2 Tim. iv. 7.

THIS MONUMENT IS ERECTED

BY THE SORROWING CHURCH AND
CONGREGATION.

As many friends doubtless will visit the
cemetery, to view the monument, we may
state it will be found on the right hand side of
the walk as you approach the chapel, laying
nearly opposite to it.

Before closing, we may add that the
annual collection for the poor was well sus-
tained this year; £95, being collected on that
occasion. We had hoped to have replied toa
recent most unjustifiable remark of the
Christiar. Word respecting Mr, Wells, but
must leave it till March. R.

A PLEASANT EVENING AT TRE AGED
PILGRIMS’ ASYLUM,CAMBERWELL.

—For several years past the Committee or
this home for Aged Pilgrims have held a New
Year’s Social Tea Meeting, with the Inmates
and other friends specially invited. on Tues-
day evening, January 14, one of these pleas-
ing re-unions occurred, when a goodly com-
pany of ladies and gentlemen sat down to
tea, with our aged friends in the chapel.
Amongst others, there were brethren Heath-
field, Beach, Rogers, Hoddy, Murphy, Flack,
Jaekson, and others. Tea was excellently
served at five o’clock, during which friendly
intercourse was very general; at 6.30, Mr.
Rogers, Treasurer of the Benevolent Fund,
took the chair. The Secretary, Mr. Jackson,
gave out hymn, beginning, * Kindred in
Christ,” &c, Mr. Hoddy offered prayer.
Brethren Flack, Heathfield, Morris, and

urphy gave loving and earnest addresses.

r. Jackson reported two deaths in the

ylum since last meeting~—the vacancies haid
been filled up, He referred to the many kind
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friends who had sent them various presents
for the Inmates during the year, Mr, Beach
engaged in prayer, specially referring to his
afflicted brother and fellow deacon, Mr. Butt,
now laid aside in much weakness. As aged
folks cannot hear late hours, the Chairman
advised drawing to a close ; the friends joined
in singing—*‘ For ever with the Lord,” and
Mr. Billett closed this very happy and soul-
encouraging evening with prayer. Kind
friends wishing to send any temporal comforts
to the Inmates, or requiring any information
about the Asylum, please address to the
Secretary, Mr. W. Jacl son, 29, Marlborough
road, Upper Holloway, N. This applies also
to the Asylum at Hornsey Rise.

OUR CHRISTIAN CURATES.

Travellers like to know where the true
Gospel is preached, and, as far as we can, we
love to direct them to the best places. At
Bearfield, near Bradford-on-Avon, is a Par-
ticular Baptist chapel, in a very interesting
spot.  Our brother G. Stephens often supplies
the pulpit. He has been known, beloved,
and well received by the churches around for
nearly twenty-five years; travelling hnn-
dreds of miles, proclaiming salvation free and
full in Jesus, the Son of God, and contending
for the work, fruit, evidence, and life of the
Holy Spirit, in all who are truly saved in the
Lord. We wish brother George Stevens, of
Bradford-on-Avon was more extensively
known. His conversion to God, his call to
the ministry, &c., we shall give in these pages
if the Lord will. & pages,

BROADSTAIRS.—We seldom receive
notes more cheering than the following from
brother J. J. Kiddle. Referring to his last
year’s work, he says,—‘1 never spent a
happier year in my life: not a word of dis-
cora in the church all the year: and a few
conversions from the ranks of Infidels hive
taken place. I have bitter enemies to Strict
Baptism and Election from every quarter. I
wish J had time to tell you all the wonderful
goodness of God to me through the year.’’

ORPINGTON, KENT.—Please acknow-
ledge 5s. from L. T. C., Beckenham, for
brother Willoughby, who still lingers on
the dark side of Jordan’s swelling flood, and
to all aﬁpenrance will do so for mentbs to
come. May he, and all the Lord’s tried ones,
have grace given to glorify the God of all
grace in the fires. That we, and all who
love our Lord and Saviour in sincerity and
truth may, by well doing, put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men, prays,

Anglesea Road,

St. Mary’s Cray, Kent.

[PSWICH.—“ At our Bethesda, pastor
Poock is still supported, and souls are quick-
ened ; the work of the Lord goes on: in his
last days brother Thomas is beloved by his
people; and honoured by his Lord.”—A
TRAVELLER.

J. SALES.
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READING.—Edifying and happy meet-
ing was held at Providence Chapel, Oxford
Street, on Jan. 6th, 1873. A good tea was
provided by the ladies and enjoyed by 100
friends. At 6.30 a company colleeted for
public meeting. Brother Hetherington pre-
sided.  Brother Sykes gave out and we
heartily sung, “ O bless the Lord, my soul,”
&c. Brother Hetherington offered prayer;
and made a few remarks. Brother Collett
pave us a suitable and earnest address, ex-
horting us to a fervency of spirit and contin-
uance of looking unto Jesus to crown our
efforts with His blessing ; success must be
the result. A poem composed by brother
Vize for the occasion was sung with great
spirit. Brother Varney discoursed upon the
cloud by day aud the pillar of fire by night,
guiding the children of Israel throngh the
wilderness ; emblem of the Divine presence
guidiug his people through this world to
to their desired haven of rest. Brother Bur-
gess made a hearty speech upon the beginning
of the New year ; thebegining of time; the
beginning of the Gospel ; the Lord’s beginning
with us, &c. Brother Pursey called to re-
membrance fervent prayers offered during
the past year that the Lord would be with
us, and that evening we met to praise him
for His goodness which he had caused to pass
before us. It had been his painful duty, as
treasurer for seven years past, in halancing
tne Church’s account, to inform them of a
balance due to him; at Christmas last not
less than £44 17s. was required to meet the
deficiency ; but the friends had nobly shown
union and strength, combined with principle,
in paying the debt and placing a small hal-
lance in hand. We have, in a finanecial
point, to bless the Lord. Not only so, but
the Lord had sent his servants to preach
the gospel to us which had been the
means of comfort, peace and joy to our
hearts. Brother Martin spoke upon the
position of the building fund, or chapel debt;
showing that £200 had been paid out during
the past two years, which had reduced the
debt to £580; of which £80 is due to the
Baptist Building Fund, payable by half-
yearly instalments ot £5 without interest; a
matter calling for great gratitude to God,
who hasstood by us and helped us thus far,
The Committee desire also to acknowledge the
kindness of the Christian public and friends.
We thank God and take courage. Heurged
upon all to act in union ; look to the Lerd ;
trust for continued success. The choir sung
that beautiful anthem ‘‘Awake, awake, put
on thy strength.” Brother Hetherington fol-
lowed up this with a cheerful address upon
the words “ I wish you a Happy New Year.”
Brother Brown gave an appropriate speech
on perseverance and faith in our Lord Jesus
Clirist, which was well received: Thus we
had a good tea; excellent chairman ; profit-
able addresses ; pleasant singing; and glad
hearts, desiring to hold Jesus first, Jesus last.
We sung ‘‘ Al hail the power of Jesus’
name,” and departed, feeling this tbe most
united meeting we have known for some
time.
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CHATHAM, ENON CHAPEL.—Our
aunnal meetings were on Monday, Jan. G,
Evening service began with a hymn ofpraise ;
139th Psalm was read and prayer offered by
the pastor. Mr. W. K. Dexter, of Meopham,
delivered an address, subject,  Our days,
their speech ; our years, and the wisdom they
teach.” It was powerfully ijmpressive;
seriptural ; and listened to by many who
received it as a fresh impetus to the innerlife.
W. F. Edgerton (pastor) offered a few re~
marks upon Him whose years fail not.
Friendships, relationships, honours, position,
ete, all fail. We change, creatures fail, faith
abates, love grows cold, zeal droops, yet the
eternity and entirety of the Lord Jesus are
ever the same. His years fail not; His per-
fection, character, and relationships, borne to
His people are the same yesterday, to-day
and forever. This address was foﬁowed by
Mr. Terry, who reviewed the past year, and
called to mind events tending to solemnise
and also to refresh the hearts of God’s people.
Prayer-and praise ended this, which some
found to be a time of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord. TIMOTHY,

KENTISH TOWN.—The Recognition
services in connection with the settlement
of Mr. Margerum at-Bassett-street Meeting,
took place Jan. 13, 1873. Mr, Thomas
Steed stated the order of New Testament
Church in a clear and excellent spirit; Mr.
Lodge asked the questions ;*which Mr. Mar-
gerum answered satisfactory. C. W. Banks
united Pastor and Church. Large company
took tea. The new pastor presided over
evening meeting. Mr. Steed offered ordina-
tion prayer. C. W. Banks gave the charge.
Mr. Lodge addressed the deacons and mem-
bers in a kind, warm and wholesome address.
We wish every word of it could be printed,
digested and practically carried out by all
the deacons of our Churches. Messrs. Beaz~
ley and Steed closed the services. Brother
N. Oakly has furnished us with long report,
but it came too late for this month. We
hope to prepare it for mext. Without the
slightest xesire to weaken other causes, we
trust Christian friends who are not settled
in Church fellowship, will give brother Mar-
gerum their prayers, their presence, and sup-
port. He is a severely tried minister.

HALLING, near SNODLAND, KENT.
—A cause of truth was begun here in Mr.
Rayner’s house ; after two years, a church
was formed on Strict Baptist prin-
ciples ; for two years they have been supplied
by men of truth; during the four years
sinners have been called and saints refreshed ;
being a working people they nced help to
enable them to meet expenses, and pay the
supplies. Any friends willing to assist them,
seeing there is no other near them, and they
are in the midst of a population of 1,700,
the smallest donation will be thankfully re-
ceived by Mr. Rayner, sen., Halling, ncar
Rochester, Kent, Messrs. C. W. Banks,
Warren, and McCure, with others, know
and have preached to this people.
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MR. McCURE'S RECOGNITION AT
CAMBRIDGE.

On Thursday, the 16th January, Mr.
Bunyan McCure was recognised as the
chosen pastor of the Church assembling for
worship of the Trinity in Unity, in Eden
Chapel, Cambridge. Mr.T. Jones, of Lon-
don, Mr. McCure’s oldest ministerial friend,
was invited to preside on the occasion. Three
hundred persons sat down to a magnificent
tea, the preparation and gift of the ladies,
who consulted all possible tastes in the variety
and delicacy of the accompaniments.

At the hour for the public meeting, the
chapel, which was built for the late Mr, John
TForeman of honoured memory, was well
filled with respectable-looking people, who
joined as in one earnest voice in singing the
512 hymn, Gadsby’s selection, A devout
prayer was offered to the Head of the Church
for His presence and blessing, and a portion
of Scripture was read. After giving a short
address on the nature of theoccasion, aud in-
cluding a testimony to the new pastor’s
steady adherance to truth authorized by many
years acquaintance, the chairman read the
Church’s letter of invitation, Mr. MecCure’s
acceptance, and lastly an exceedingly kind
Christian letter from the Church at Rehoboth
dismissing Mr. and Mrs. McCure to the
Church at Eden, with high commendation
of both as consistent sincere followers of the
Lamb, Mr, McCure gave in brief a history of
his Christian life, his call to the ministry,
his doctrinal views, his reasons for resigning
the church at Pimlico where he had been
tavoured of God, and had met with much
affection from the people; recounted the
circumstances under which he was led to
Cambridge, and concluded with an appeal
to the flock at Eden for prayerful sympathy
and zealous help in the discharge of the
solemn duties to which they had called him.

The congregation listened with almost
breathless attention to this recital which many
no doubt, heard for the first time. The
senior deacon, an old disciple, in the name,
and on behalf of his brethren, took the hand
of 'the new pastor; expresed his thanks to
God for sending them an under shepherd,
after a long period of trial, of faith, and
}mtience and prayer; and expressed ardent
hopes that the union of the day, may he the
union of many years, of happy fellow-
ship, ministerial success, and much blessing.
After another hymn the chairman addressed
the Church and its pastor, congratulating
each and all on the good providence which
had brought them together; gave a few
brotherly counsels to the pastor, the fruits
of nany years ministerial work ; exhorted the
Chureh to wateh unto prayer, to stand fast
in ome spirit, with one mind, striving to-
gether for the faith of the Gospel, TFinally
he commended the pastor, the Church, the
congregation, the old and the young, to the
loving care and guidance of a covenaut God ;
that life, love and peace may abound among
them ; that Cambridge Eden may_compare
with the first Eden, ¢ Like the garden of the
Lord ”’; that joy and gladness be found there-
in, thanksgiving and the voice of melody.
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Two or three good brethren gave a few wel-
coming words in the course of the evening.
We remember only two of their names, M?-
Deeks and Mr. Levett.

The whole passed off most pleasantly ail
seemed pleased and grateful.

“ Blessing, and honour, and glory, and
power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and
ever, amen.”” A VISITOR.

SPALDING, Dec. 30th, 1872. — Dear
BROTHER BANKS,—At Love Lane the
Lord’s presence is in the midst of us. Our
congregation steadily increases; the Lord is
blessing Mr. Vincent’slabours, thetime is not
far distant when the little one shall become a
thousand, and the smallone a strong nation.
We, as a church, feel very thankful that the
good Lord in His kind providence has sent
such a truthful, benevolent, and honourahle
man as brother John Vincent, to break the
Bread of Life amongst us. The Lord bless
him in his soul, in basket, in store, and in
his ministry, and His name shall have all
the praise. G. CoLEs, Deacon.

LINCOLNSHIRE.— “One who never
was a Deaeon,”” after a long uote, says :—
“ We had that solid piece of divinity, William
Wilson, to preach for us the last night in the
year; and young Joseph Wortley supplied
the pulpits at Billingborough and Three
Kingham, in December, Our friend (?)
says, *“ If you think we have no sound min-
isters in Long Lincolnshire, you come wide
of the mark.””—[We never thought this of
Lincoln. It is a pleasure to us to know
such honored men as David and William
Wilson, and others we could mention. Our
Lord has H1s people in Lincolnshire, and to
feed them he sends His servants. Amen.

HOXTON.—Mr. Crowhurst’s 13th anni-
versary of his pastorate was celebrated in Mer.
Lodge’s ** Providence,”” Jan. 20th, 1873 the
pastorand deacons kindly lent theirplace, and
gave their presence to clieer and encourage
our excellent brother, W. Crowhurst. Many
smiling faces and willing hands, supplied,
and enjoyed the tea. W. Crowhurst presided ;
asked W. Lodge to pray ; and requested C.
W. Banks, C. Cornwell, Gander, Myerson,
Osmond, and Whiteridge, to exponnd
Psalin xxiii. We were glad to see brother
Crowhurst so well ; and his ministerial staf
so skilful in their work.

MAYFORD.—Wednesday, Jan. 8th, the
well-wishers of the cause here held their
New Year’s mecting. A happy compauy
assembled ; and heard with much pleasure
two earnest and affectionate sermons by Mr.
Kern, of Guildford. Theyrealised the presenee
of the Lord, and desired, for mercies past, to
thank God, and, in dependence upou bhis
grace, to take courage for the future. May
the Lord make his face to shine upon his
people here ; maintain His work begun ; and
carry it on till the day of Jesns Christ to the
glory of God the Father. Amen, and amen.



G8

PLYMOUTH.—Brother Burbridge, late
of Hadlow, has been supplying at How
Street. Our correspondent says: “ Heis well-
grounded in the truth; he is experimental
and savoury.”’—[Three good elements in a
Gospel Ministry.

NEW BEXLEY.—Trinity Baptist Chapel,
Mr. TFrith baptised three believers in the
name of the Igoly Trinity, on Wednesday
cevening, December 31st, 1872.

CITY ROAD.—Walter James says—Mr.
Willis preached the Gospel faithfully at our
““Jireh ”’; but we pray to see our Churches*
growing.—[Let us all meet, in the unity of
the Spirit, in the faith and fellowship of
Christ, and plead together, and Heaven’s
windows will open; but while jealous and
pharisaic divisions exist, we fear no good
will be done.]

PESTWOOD COMMON.—On the even-
ing of Christmas-day last, a truly blessed
meeting was enjoyed in our Baptist Chapel;
brethren Buchanan, Phillips, and Price gave
us truth and Christian experience in homely,
acceptable, words. We are a poor people;
but we all did our utmost to clear off our
chapel debt of £20. Never was the doxology
sung with greater spirit than when the last
shilling came forth. Our enlargement debt
is cleared off. —[We have had the pleasure of
preaching at Prestwood more than once. To
see its galleries and pews and seats all crowd-
cd is a noble and happy sight. We do heart-
ily bless the Lord that some of our gardens
are growing in grace and multiply in
numbers ; and, instrumentally, to feed their
souls, the Lord rasieth up such devoted,
self-denying men as brethren Price, Buch-
anan and others. Hallelujah, amen].

BOROUGH GREEN.—Mr. Huxham
baptized two the first Sunday in December ;
and four the first Sunday in January; and
received the same into the Church, with one
who had been previously baptized.

Hotes of the Honth,

BapTisT NOEL passed away from the
Church Militant on Sunday, January 19,
1373, aged 74 years. In spirit, and in
Christian character, he was purely devout.
Both iu the Church of England and among
the Open Communion Baptists, he was, for
vears, a leading and useful man.  Robert
Cecil, Daniel Wilson, and Baptist Noel, suc-
cessively rendered Bedford Row a strong
cvangelical fortress: when they all left, it
fell to the ground: but much of the sood
sced sown there will flourish where  the
spirits of just men made perfect’”’ know
nothing of that “ Rock of Dwisions”’ which
tiere split up and divide earth-born systems
«f wen.

“THE SINSOF SAINTS.”—MR. EDITOR,
~You may do a little good if you warn min-
isters against covetousness and reproach. I
live, with my husband and son, in a quiet
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little cottage, not many miles out of London.
Near us lives a rich, retired, aged minister :—
could you see him you would never think him
rvich; but heis so; he has a plenty of this
world’s goods; and he considers himself
abundant in holy conduct—with n good stock
of self-conceit. = He calls sometimes on us,
and he deals so bitterly in his censure of others,
that my John and fm‘e glad when he has

ne. Poor old man! he will soon depart!

e wish he was more like the ONE he pro-
Sesses to follow.. Do pray warn the tattling
parsons against the great sin of exposing
everybody’s faults, as though it was for them
to sit in judgment. All the time tbe pastors
{:ractice these dark deeds of murdering their
rethren, the church cannot prosper. I am
quite prepared to give the old ministers name
of desired. —NELLY WALP.

Ex-PasTors.—MR. Ebpitor,—Is it
to the praise and glory of God, that a Pastor,
having resigned his pastorate, should still re-
tain his membership of that Church, attend
the Church meetings, try to influence sowe
of the members in their future conduct, ob-
struct the Deacons in their arduous work,
and in adespotic way try to govern the pulpit,
who shall supply and who shall not, in fact
to keep divisions in the Church? A
BRrRUISED REED.—[It is a pity when jealous
ex-pastors thus act: hut neither the deacons,
nor the Memhers should be moyed by the
man who neither in the pulpit, nor in the
pew, can do the Church any real good.—En.J

NotTiNGHAM.—The different letters an
pampbhlets require more time. We are amazed
and fearful : some dare to do anything. We
watch and tremble.

HALEsSWORTH.—Glad of it. Take care
of him, If the Lord speaks to your soul
through his ministry, be thankful, watchful,
charitable. No shifting from east to west.

ROCHDALE AGAIN !—Mr. Pattison’s re-
flections upon the hard-shell Baptists, &c.,
come strangely from a Baptist. If he can
treat Baptism with such indifference, why
not resign his office as a Baptist altogether ?
Are the ordinances of Christ left to man’s
likes and dislikes ? Certainly not.

THE METROPOLITAN Religious, Bene-
volent, Philanthrophie and Cbaritable Insti-
tutions, with all their different Agencies,
Offices, and Objects, are described in corrected
detail, in the Protestant Dissenter’s
Almanack, and Political Annual for 1873.
Besides its immense amount of Statistics and
General Information, it contains several
original papers on sutl);jects of exciting
interest at this time. For seven stamps,

ost free, from Robert Banks, Racquet Court,
leet Street.

Di1ED, on the 14th of January, 1873, W.
B. Syms, aged 60 years. He was a hearer
at Surrey Tabernacle for about 35 years.

MARRIED, January 15th, at Jireh Chapel,
East road, City road, by Mr. H. Myerson,
James D. Bowtell, Baptist Minister, of Re-
hoboth, Kedington, to Martha, third &aughter
of Mr. John Whecler, 36, Essex street,
Kingsland road.—[New Address, James D.
Howtell, Baptist Minister, Rehoboth, Ked-
ington, Essex.
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BRIEF MEMOIR OF HIS LIFE, ILLNESS, AND DEATH

“ HE LORD seems taking one from us now every week.” These ex-

pressive words were uttered by Mr. Wells in his own pulpit,
three years ago this month ; it was Sunday morning, February 18, 1370,
Since that time, how many we once knew have been removed from us !
The preacher was himself then approaching the period of affliction
which kept him from his beloved work for sixteen long-trying months;
and then he was taken. Now another sorrowful time has fallen wpon
the Church at Surrey Tabernacle, in the removal of Mr. Edward Butt,
whose anxious and unceasing labours in connection with his deaconship
there, no doubt tended much to the undoing of a feeble constitution.
Since the commencement of the enterprise to erect a new Surrey Tab-
ernacle Mr, Butt was deeply exercised; and most indefatigable in
his endeavours to see the building carried to completion—to get the
debt cleared, and his pastor comfortably settled down to his work.
These desires were granted : and immediately the pastor fell on what
proved to be his death-bed ; previous to which that honorable and useful
servant of the Lord, Mr. John Carr, was called home. The illness of
Mr. Wells laid upon Messrs. Butt, Beach, Mead, Boulden and others,
the heavy responsibility of filling the pulpit with acceptable and faith-
ful ministers ; but, perhaps no man’s mind was ever more tried—as
regards obtaining ministers—than our departed friend, over whose
death we all have sorrowed, because he was a devout, a devoted, and
essentially useful man.

As soon as it was found that Mr. Wells’s pulpit must be supplied,
Mr. Butt and myself had some serious consultations upon the subject.
I feared the task was a difficult one ; and that he realised painfully and
increasingly. Nevertheless, four things must be gratefully acknow-
ledged. First, the deacons perserved in their pursuits to find the very
best ministers they could.  Secondly, the Lord directed and
favoured them. 'Thirdly, Godly ministers from almost every part
of the Kingdom came to their assistance. And, lastly, the Church has
steadily kept together, the congregation has often been overflowing ;
unity, peace, and prosperity have attended the cause. For all these
mercies the children of God throughout the world, will be constrained
to exclaim “ This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.”

Not very soon can I forget the two last interviews I had with our
deceased brother Butt. On the first occasion he told me he thought
he should recover. I did not ; but, his heart was still in the Surrey
Tabernacle ; and his affectionate concern for the welfare of his beloved
wife and afflicted daughter constrained him to hope that he shounld be
restored. Speaking, on that occasion, of the Church, he said to me
with so much emphasis, “ We skall never get a Minister!” He meant
another settled pastor. Only five days before he fell asleep, under-
standing from my son, Mr, Robert Banks, that Mr. Butt wished to see
me, [ went to Camberwell ; and on my way the words came into my
mind very pleasantly “ The Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord
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will give grace and glory ; and no good thing will he withhold from
them that walk uprightly.” I stood by his bedside. I said, *Brother
Butt, the Lord has been your Sun. He has shone into your sonl, and
cheered you many times. He shone upon the Word, and shewed unto
vou the way of life. He has shone npon yonr circumstances; and pros-
pered you in all your jonrnecy through the wilderness. He also has
been your shield ; and has preserved and defended you from thousands
of snares and dangers into which others have fallen, The Lord has
given you GRACE! The grace of life, of faith, of love, of decision, of
usefulness ; and now only one thing remains, that is GLORY!” He
looked at me very expressively ; he said, “Yes! Yes! He has.” I
believe his heart was comforted. I kneeled down ; spent a few mo-
ments in prayer. Then, with both his hands he clasped mine, and
thanked me most earnestly. We parted, never on earth to meet again.
Without the slightest exaggeration, I may add, he used the office of a
deacon well ; * purchased to himself a good degree, and great boldness
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus;” and is now gone where the
anxious work of seeking for preachers, and of trying, instrumentally,
to hold up a large cause of truth, is left behind for ever. Hissighs and
his sorrows have fled away ; and his reward of grace in the Master’s
Kingdom is his happy lot. So believes C. W. Bangs.

MR. EDWARD BUTT'S EARLY DAYS,

Mr. Eprror,—It is several years since I asked for space for any
communication of mine ; will you at this time favour me by inserting
my testimony concerning our dearly beloved brother Butt, who has
been so widely known in connection with our brother James Wells and
the Surrey Tabernacle. Doubtless you will have several communica-
tions respecting him, as to the latter years of his active Christian life ;
and as you have known him several years, your pen could supply much
to tell us of his Christian work and worth. I therefore, shall not
trouble you with any statement about his latter days, except just to
say, having visited him in his illness, we talked over matters of long
bygone days ; and having just taken my last look at the face I have
loved for five and forty years, I have had vividly brought before me
his form, his features, his voice, his manner, his love towards me
when as a child in the Sabbath school, I sat in his class, and for above
five years resolutely refused to be “ moved up,” because I 8o loved the
gentle, kind and tender hearted teacher. '

I simply wish, bly this letter, to tell of his long career in Christian
work ; and when I say that between the time of his presenting me
with the first book and the last hekindly forwarded tome, a period of forty
years passed away, you will see that he had a long time of labour in
the gospel kingdom. The first book he gave me was a copy of “Dr.
Watt’s Hymns ; ” the last one a copy of Mr. Wells’s ““ Lectures on the
Book of Revelation.” In the latter he wrote : “To my esteemed friend,
Mr. P. W. Williamson, as a forty years’ remembrance. Edward Butt,
November 1, 1870.”

Our brother, when about seventeen years of age, became an active
teacher in the Sabbath school connected with the Baptist Church,
Gray's Walk Chapel, Lambeth. There he continued as long as I
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resided in that neighbourhood ; and the only regret which I then felt
was lenving Mr. Butt. He became a member of that church ; and
although I did not see him baptized, he took me on the Sunday after-
noon to see the baptistry ag it was filled with water ready for the
gervice. The following Lord’s day he took me with him to see the
Lord’s Supper administered ; and I sat with him during that service ;
I think that was the first time he had ever thus commemorated
the death of Christ. If I am not mistaken, this was either in 1829
or 1830, when he was about eighteen years of age. I also remember
him taking me to the funeral of a school fellow, Stephen Willis, when
we stood around the grave and sang the hymn,
“ Death has been here and borne away
A brother from our side.”

Also, at another time, he took me to hear Mr. Orchard preach a funeral
sermon for his son, who had been drowned, and the text was David’s
lamentation, ¢ (), Absalom, my son, would God I had died for thee !
0, Absalom, my son, my son!” At another time, there was a service
held in Mr. Chin’s chapel, Lion street, Walworth; several Sunday
schools were present, Mr. Butt, small boy thongh I then was, would have
me go with him ; he saw me safely there and back. Who the preacher
was I never knew, but his text I have never forgotten ; it was, “ Come,
ye children, hearken unto me, I will teach you the fear of the Lord.”

The geniality of Mr. Butt was also very prominent on the occasions of
the Whit Monday excursions ; and well do I remember his two sisters,
and brother, and she who is now the bereaved widow, and also his
father, who then appeared, in my eyes, a venerable gentleman.

Respecting his early engagements I remember him first going to
“ The Sunday School Union,” and with that society he rose, I believe,
to the highest position, and I know the Committee held him in the
highest esteem, and placed unbounded confidence in him ; and there
he laboured until the last of his life,

Possibly most of his co-workers in that Sabbath school have passed
from time into eternity. Mr. Stiff, so well known in Lambeth, was
one of them : but whether they have passed away or still remain on
the earth, the many years have passed, and soon we must all enter the
eternal world.

Seeing it is true, ‘ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord,”
I thank God He kept our brother safely in the covert of salvation,
therefore “ He sleeps in Jesus ;” and my prayer is for all who love the
Lord—* May we die the death of the righteous, and may our last
end be like his.” I remain, Yours in the Kingdom and Patience of
Christ, P. W. WiLniamsoN.

1, Gatton Park Villas, Red Rill, Surrey, February 21, 1873.

MR. BUTT’S LAST DAYS.
A LETTER TO THE EDITOR BY “R.”
DEar Sir,—After your very recent visit to Camberwell, it will not,
I expect, surprise you to hear that our esteemed friend, Mr. Edward
Butt, has been taken home to his eternal rest. On Tuesday, February
18th, 1873, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, he fell asleep in Jesus.
During the morning of that day, le lay in a calm, quiet sleep ; and
those who anxiously watched around the bed of the dying saint, could
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hardly tell when the happy spirit winged its flight to the God who gave
it :
“One gentle sigh his fotters broke,
We scarce could say ‘He's gone,’”

8o peacefully and softly was he relcased from the ¢ tenement of
clay.”  Our dear friend, we are thankful to say, was mercifully spared
any very acute suffering. He has not long remained in the wilderness
after lns pastor’s departure—whom he laboured with and served so
faithfully. What a meeting in the glory world must that have been !
I had the pleasure of seeing our friend several times during his illness;
and found that his mind was calmly resting on the Lord’s love and
faithfulness : “ He knew in whom he had believed:” and in the time
of his trial and affliction, there was his comfort and salvation found,
His great anxiety was his dear wife and a very severely afflicted
daughter. 'When speaking of his probable dissolution, he said to me,
“You know, the grace of God does not take away our natural affec-
tions—quite the reverse.” I ventured to suggest to him, that his
labours 1n connection with the Tabernacle had been very heavy of late.
To this he at first demurred ; and although rather reluctantly acknow-
ledging that there was some truth in the remark, he gave me to
understand it had been a *labour of love.” My last visit to him was
a few days before his death. In the morning I received this short
note from him : “ Dear Friend—Come and see me this evening. E.
Burr, in bed.” Of course I complied. I found him pillowed up in
bed ; but what a change a few days had wrought: his breathing was
most difficult and distressing; his lips were dark and clammy ; his
full eye was sunken and dull ; and his body -had wasted to a shadow.
He was still supported with a full assurance of his interest in the
Redeemer'’s blood. He stated quietly that he did not think the medical
treatment he was under was doing him any good ; and appeared to be
waiting resignedly the issue. There was a beantiful large print Bible
lying on the bed (sent him specially by the Committee of the Sunday
School Union,) and he appeared to have been enjoying the reading of
the word. When I left, he took my hand in both his, and warmly
shook me, saying, “ The Lord bless you and yours.” I'left withthe
impression that I should not again see him in this world.

It has been my privilege to know Mr. Butt for about fifteen years,
during the last ten of which I have been brought into close connection
with him ; and T think I never knew & more consistent, energetic, and
industrions Christian: truly he was ‘“in labours more abnndant.”
Visiting the sick, attending to church matters, presiding at meetings,
and seeking suitable ministers, occupied much of his time. The
Aged Pilgrims’ Society he laboured much for, being an active member
on the Committee, and one of the Trustees to the Hornsey Asylum ; a
similar office he also maintained in connection with the Surrey
Tabernacle Benefit Society. As a strict business man he was highly
valued. This, I think, is fully proved from the fact that the position
he held at the time of his decease he had occupied with increasing
confidence for forty-four years. About the year 1828 he entered the
Sunday School Union, at the age of eighteen. The Union at that time
was a very small concern, employing only two or three persons; now
it is an extensive establishment, When he had completed forty years
service with the Union, and risen to a most responsible position in its
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management, the Committee, in the kindest manner, presented him
with a handsome easy chair, bearing on it this inscription :—

* Presented to Mr. Epwarp Burr, by the Committee of the Sunday School Uninn,

us o tokon of their estoem, and in commemoration of his having completed 40 years of
faithful sorvice to that Socicty.—Decomber 18, 1868.”
In 1871, the Committee very kindly relieved him of a portion of his
dutics, thus shortening his hours at the office. On this becoming
known to his fellow-labourers, they presented to Mr. Butt a pleasing
testimonial of their high regard for his Christian character.

I hope it may not be considered out of place to mention how highly
the Church valued his services in the position of Deacon—not only
gince Mr. Wells’s decease, but for many years previous. In conjunction
with his brother officers, he watched and worked most assiduously, and
with no small share of anxiety, for the Church at the Surrey Taber-
nacle for over twenty-five years. His labours as Secretary, in con-
nection with the building of the New Surrey Tabernacle were very
heavy. Still the labour—as he stated—was a labour of love; and it
was lightened by the assurance that such services were fully appreciated
by his brethren. Years previous to the erection of the new chapel, the
Church gave Mr. Butt a substantial proof of their high regard for him.
I remember being present at a very crowded meeting, held in the old
Surrey Tabernacle, about fourteen years since, when the Church and
congregation presented him with a handsome silver salver, on which
was laid a purse containing one hundred and fifty bright new sovereigns.
The salver bore the following inscription :—

¢ Presented, with a purse of one hundred and fifty sovereigns, to Mr. Edward Butt,
by the Church and Congregation at the Surrey Tabernacle, Borough Road, as a token
of Christian regard, March 17, 1859.—J. Lawrence, E. Edwards, J. Thwaites, J. Carr,
H. Attfield, T. Howard, Deacons ; James Wells, Minister.”
Out of the six deacons whose names are attached to this testimonial,
three have passed to their rest, also the pastor, and now the recipient
of the gift. As I have said, for about a quarter of a century he was
the Church’s willing servant ; and to within a few days of his death he
continued to labour. I believe 1 am correct in saying that the list of
Ministers, which appeared on last month’s cover of the Vessel, was
written by him in bed.

The illness which terminated in his decease, first caused some
anxiety with his friends in the summer of last year. He was advised
a change of air, and with considerable reluctance, he went to East-
bourne. But the change had not the desired effect, and he returned to
town. A very trying cough came on, accompanied with shortness of
breath, followed with a great failing of strength. Still he persevered
in his duties till near the end of the year. I think the last time he
was at the Tabernacle was the first Sunday in December, when he pre-
sided at the administration of the Lord’s Supper, and gave an address.
From that time he gradually sunk, until the Lord took him to himself.
Had he been spared to the 22nd of March, he would have completed his
62nd year, I had the sorrowful privilege to see him after his decease,
and when T had taken the last look at the countenance of him who for
many years I had looked upon as a Christian counsellor, and loving
friend, I read the following plain inscription engraved in brass on the
lid of the coftin: *“ Edward Butt, died 18 February, 1873. Aged 62
years.” B.
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@he Tently Bay of Warcly last JPeur and this,

* They are not lost! they arve within the door
That shute out loes; and every hurtful thing;
With angels bright ; and loved ones gone before,
In their Redeemer’s presence cvermore;;
And God Himself, their Lord, and Judge, and King!"

IT was Sunday afternoon, March 10, 1872, that our esteemed brother

JAMES WELLS was delivered from the mortal pains and groans of
an earthly tabernacle. The scene in the Surrey Tabernacle that even-
ing will never be forgotten by the sorrowing sympathisers, who heard
brother EDWARD BurT’s report of the last moments of their pastor.
It was not by any design on our part, that on the tenth day of March
this year, we bold our anniversary of THE EARTHEN VESSEL, in John-
son Street Chapel, near Notting-Hill Gate, The announced wish of
the Strict Baptist Society caused us to alter our meeting to Monday,
March the 10th. As that will be the first anniversary of our departed
brother Wells’s falling asleep (so far as the body is concerned), we
earnestly invite our ministers, brethren and friends, from all parts, to
meet with us in Johnson Street Chapel, on the said Monday, March 10,
at two o'clock precisely, to spend one hour and a half (previous to our
brother Crowther’s sermon) in solemn prayer to our God and Father,
on behalf of our Churches, who are without under-shepherds to go in
and out before them. Christian brethren and sisters in Christ, let us
meet in union of heart and soul, surround the Mercy-Seat, and plead the
promise our Redeemer gave us before He returned to His Father’s
house on high.

A CHRISTIAN EPISTLE TO THE EDITOR OF THE “EARTHEN VESSEL.”
BY HIS OWN BROTHER,

[We cannot withhold the following loving note from our affectionate
brother John ; although it may be considered private. Thousands of
our readers will peruse it with holy delight. ]

My DeAr BroTRER CHARLES I greet you well on the eve of your natal
day. God bless you and hold you up many years for the glory of His name
and truth.

Years roll on ; and with them cares and life, and also mercics. By mcrcies
we have been holden up ; and those mercies endure.

Why (though tempted every day, and though falling many times a day,) we
still stand and must stand is, because our God will have mercy on whom He
will have merey. And having had mercy on us in our low estate, goodness
and mercy follow us still.

God’s mercy manifested in Christ humbles the soul. The soul then flows
out to His goodness ; it desires to be wholly His and to be wholly like Him ; and
God sees this desire, and He looks upon it as His own image, He recognizes
it as His image ip us, and He accepts it and us as His own workmanship. He
who loved us when dead in trespasses and sins, will not hate us when alive,
though in trespasses and sins, if we are fighting against them. When we
were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the wngodly ; while
we were sinners Clrist died for us. Much more then, now being justified by his
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blood we shall be saved from wrath throngh him. Here is a verse useful to
me for self examination :—
*Wo are healed by his stripes, Would'st thou add to the Word ? »

No! no! no! His blood atones. His blood justifies. His blood cleanses.
His blood heals. It is enough !

* Nothing but thy blood, O Jesus, can relieve us of our smart.”
But this can. We trust to it solely, wholly and alone. We are satisficd
with it as the healing balm ; and rejoice it is of heavenly virtue.

When I was suddenly cast down with this heart disease, last May, I Iooked
about for my evidence of safety. It was at hand. It was this, “ To himthat
worketh not but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness.” Christ is made of God unto me righteousness. I
believe it. I know whom I have belisved. The verse before quoted says,

“*The best robe of heaven He bids thee put on,
Ol, couldst thou be better.arrayed ?”
I answer no! no! no! I want no other, nor to add the least thing to this.
¢ Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My glory are my beauteous dress.”

Now these truths stated plainly and fully in preaching, take away all merit,
all boasting, all conceit of creature excellence ; and they offend “ The Christ—
ian World.” But having these sovereign and sovereignly free blessings to
dispense ; and having God's presence and blessing in dispensing them ; my
prayer is that you may not be permitted to come down from your holy stand-
ing to strive with the potsherds of the earth. I am thankful that, in this
world, any are tolerated to preach the simple truth. I have, for myself, often
been thankful for this. I have often felt that men of Gospel truth, of what-
ever name, cannot be loved for the truth they deliver; no! they are hated.
But God who enables men to stand, procures for them toleration until their
testimony is complete. Therefore I pray that, as you are great in labonrs,
great in the power of the gospel, great in the bedewings of the Holy Ghost,
and great in faith and love,so you may be great also in subjugation of the
old man, great in reticence when you are reviled, and great in hope that this
also shall turn to your advantage ; and it shall if you do not seek to justify
yourself.

Now we come to your VESSEL anniversary. You press me to be present on
the 10th of March. This is what [cansay : If I am alive, and able to be
with you, it will be the Lord putting honour upon me. I shall rejoice if I
may be with you some part of the day. But, unless I am marvellously re-
stored, I shall not be ableto do more than show myself.

That notice of my Annual Report deluded you into the idea that I was
again at my post. I am at home, and that is all that can be said at present.

Now I come again to your birthday. May you be in the SpirirT on the
Lord’s day. May you have an enlarged and enriching blessing in your own
soul ; and a new-birth blessing for your people on your 67th birthday.

O Grace! Grace! Grace! What do wenot owe thee! With love to all
do I remain, Ever your loving brother,

Portsmoutl, 8th Februury, 1873. JoHN.

(The following address has spontancously originated with, and is issued by the Deacons
of the Baptist Clawch meeting at Jokuson Street Chapel, Notting Hill Gate, out of
respect to their Pastor, the Editor of ' The Eurthen Vessel.”]

TO THE READERS OF ¢ THE EARTHEN VESSEL” AND FRIENDS OF

THE EDITOR.

rFHE kindly manner with which you received our address last year, by your

presence and help, induces us once more to make this unsolicited appeal in
Prospect of the forthcoming anniversary of this publication to you again. We
have longed for such a meceting once more. It was a holy day, a joyous day, a
day of great spiritual feasting, and of high intellectual development of the holy
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principles which are the pole star of our souls, whercby we can navigate the sca of
lifc and gain the shores of bliss securely. KFew will doubtless cver forget the
gladdened faces, and the Learty greeting that characterised the various gatherings
on that day, which things are no small matters to the Christian during his pil-
grimage in this world of sorrows. Whilst we desire to do justice to our kind
friends in thus acknowledging their hearty good wishes to the Editor of Z'he
Earthen Vesscl, we fcel in all fairness to him, (as one who labours so assiduously,
honestly, if not perfectly, for the churches of Christ), that he has a claim of love
and help upon us, and we consider we ought to encourage him still to labour in
his great work, as a Preacher and Editor of this very useful publication, Z%e
KEarthen Tfessel. Not that he needs such things as a stimulant ; his heart being
too decply in the matter. We have proved that he is rcady to spend and be spent
for liis Master CHRIST, either by editing or preaching. Yet as a man ke is scosible
of the kindly graces of his brethren, and is made happy when he knows his labours
are appreciated; and with greater zest applies himself to the work and service of
the church. Let us, therefore, dear friends, help him, cheer him, give him some
tangiblc proof that we do value a life so indefatigably devoted to that which, so
far as pecuniary results are concerned, is a work demanding sacrifices on his
part, but to us of great gain, even to the salvation of some of our souls. Yes! we
owe him much. Our respect can be shown him by our prayers, which we know
he much esteems ; by our kindly gifts, by our presence at the meeting, by secking to
circulate The Farthen Vessel still more widely, and by inviting our friends to the
anniversary. We will give you a hearty good welcome at Johnson-street ; and may
the presence of the God of all truth be there. For without HiM, friends and
brcthren, deacons and ministers, editors and pastors, yea every other means and in-
strumentality for our comfort, or for the spread of the knowledge of the glorious
Gospel of the Blessed God, are but poor fragile things—ineffectual to any good
results. But with Him we are great— we are happy—we are holy—we are
heavenly.

May the kind Lord be gracious to deal favourably with us; granting us His
presence. Then shall we have a good day, for the glory of our God and Christ, for
our souls, and encouraging to the Editor. ‘

Grace, mercy, and truth to the Church of Christ throughout all ages. So prays
yours in the Gospel,

The Deacons of Johnson Street Chapel, .
E.RURD, E. SPARROW, F. F. RUSHMER,
W. EDWARDS, J. ROWLEY, W, JAMES.

Remittances will be kindly received by Mr. F. F. Rushmer, 53, Artesian Road,

Bayswater.

SOUL-ASCENDINGS.
« TIc brought me to the banqueting house ; and his banner over me was love.’—Solomon's
Somg, ii, 4.

Lord Jesus, a smile from thy face,— . There's nought upon carth can compare,
An encouraging word from thy mouth—| With a melting of heart at thy feet:
A feeling within of thy grace,— "Tis blessed indeed to be there—
A mellowing gale from the south,— | 'Tis the joy upon earth most complete.

What rapturous feelings they give ; I X : ;
) . A | Lord Jesus, now with me remain;
’T'H(t))‘: up¥ aé'd&ll soarlmihl.dehght ; ! Let thy visit be gracious and long !
IYS)V'tEn" an fln ondy, a lbve. ht. Still nearer access may I gain; [strong;
1th joye unalloyed anc brigat. . May my love be more warm and more

If engaged with this life and its carcs, , May my heart be more tuned to thy praise;
I quit them to commune with thee; " To iy feelings within may it burn;
Leave behind all my worldly affairs Of thy love may I sing in 1y lays,
A glimpse of thy glory to see! | And love thee again in return. )
J. T. D. P.

Love is the fulfilment of every divine law, the end of the Everlasting
Gospel, the perfecting grace in every saint, and the evident token of
salvation ;—for no soul can ever stand before the book of the Law, nor
hefore the book of Life, if destitute of Divine Charity (1 Cor. xvi.
22).— Huntington.
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“THE MAN CHRIST JESUS.”

Tae SEVEN SHEPHERDS AND THE EIGHT PrINcipan, MEN.*
EXTRACTS FROM A SERMON
BY R. A. LAWRENCE,
Minister of Ebenczer Chapel, Bermondsey New Roud,

# And this man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land :
and when he shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise against him seven
shepherds, and eight principal men.”—Micah v. 5.

HERE can be no question but what the “man ” referred to here
is the Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious God-man Mediator. If
we were without the context, that verse in Ephesians 2nd, would prove
it to us. “ For He is our peace who hath made both (Jew and Gentile)
one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us.”
I said “ If we were without the context,” but we are not; and, I am
sure the 2nd and 4th verses both speak of the dear Redeemer, and of
His glorious work ; I do like the way that 4th verse ends ; it says “ For
now shall He be great unto the ends of the earth ;” and I'll tell you
what it is ; if you get into the ‘‘ends-of-the-earth-position” in your
own experience, you will find Him “ great ” indeed, and what is more,
you will need His greatness ; yea, none but a great God will do for you.
However, to our text. We have First, the Manhood, or the humanity
of Jesus Christ set before us, by the words ¢ This Man.” Secondly,
when he shall be the peace. In a time of invasion: when the Assy-
rian shall come into our land.” Thirdly, the standard raised against
Him: “Seven shepherds and eight principal men.” Just let me say
before we go any further, that the word Man should not be in our
Bibles, as it is not in the original ; and may be left out, as you will see
by its being put in italics. I am glad 4¢ s NOT in the original ; and I
am glad it 18 in our Bibles ; I am glad it is not in the original, because
we are at liberty to leave it out; put our finger over the word Man,
and put in any name or character we like of the dear Redeemer which
is found in the word of God. Hence, if we like to read it, ¢ This
King,” ¢ this Mediator,” ¢ this Priest,” we are quite at liberty to do so,
and some of these characters may suit us nicely this morning; still I
am glad the word Man is here, for had He not have been A/an, He
could never have saved you and me. The poet speaks sweetly of this,
and says,
¢Till God in human flesh I see,
My thoughts no comfort find ;
The holy, just and sacred Thrce
Are terrors to my mind.”

And the doctrine of God manifest in the flesh is to my mind a sweet
one ; for what hope could you and I have apart from this ? Let us go to
the Word and see what that says about this Man. We read in Genesis that
“God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him.”
This means, of course, in the moral likeness of God ; such was man, when
le came from the hands of his Maker, but you would search in vain the

* We have a series of papers on the above remarkable characters; but we

stand back this month, in order that our brother in Christ, Mr. R. A. Lawrence,
may take the lead.—ED.

G
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wide world o’er for a man like this now. Not one trait of the Divine
likeness is left. Sunk in sin, they are black as the devil, dead in tres-
passes and in sins, and far off from God, by wicked works, This is the
truth, friends, thongh men may dislike it and fight against it. But
now come to this Man—the Lord Jesus Christ, “ whose life was pure,
without a spot, and all His nature clean.” Oh, friends, Jesus Christ is
the express image of God : the exact likeness of God. We know, of
course, He was God, but I am now speaking of His manhood, and that
was a perfect manhood. Again, let us look at Him in another way, and
I am sure we shall see beauty in Him as “the Man.” “The
children therefore being partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself
likewise took part of the same.” Yes, He whose life was pure, suffered
for the sins of His people. I think I have told you before that I have
heard people talk of Jesus weeping at the grave of Lazarus, of His
sleeping, of His being weary, and sitting on the well ; and they have
called these the ‘“sinless infirmities of the dear Redeemer.” Well, 1
know what the good men mean; but still I do not like the term ;
what they call His “ sinless infirmities,” I call “ the very perfection of
His manhood.” Yes, we have in Him a perfect man.

We have, then, in Him this twofold view of this man : first, “in the
image of God ;” and secondly, “in the likeness of sinful flesh;” yet
without sin. There are many vrecious things said in the Word about
Him as a man. Joseph was a type of Christ, and we are told of him
that he was a@ man, discreet and wise. Now surely you see Jesus here:
He is discreet and wise. Joseph, you know, shewed his discretion by
laying up a store for the people. 1 am sure Jesus has done this : He
has laid up a store for His people to eat as long as time shall last ; yea,
more, to all eternity. Then, Joseph said on one occasion, *“ Wot ye not
that such a man as I can certainly divine ?” 1 believe he told a fib in
saying so, but it is true of our Jesus : He is possessed of divine fore-
knowledge. If you want a proof of it, and of his discretion, go to the well
of Samaria, and see Him there telling that poor creature of all she had
done: “ Thou hast had five husbands, and he whom thou now hast is
not thy husband ;” thus charging home sin upon her conscience, and
doing it in such a way as to make her leave Him and go into the city,
and say—“ Come, see a man that told me all things that ever I did; is
not this the Christ ?” See his discretion again in discovering the proud
thought of His disciples, when they had been talking among themselves
as to who should be the greatest. Then David, too, he was another
nice type of Christ. He, we are told, was @ man after God’s own heart.
Really, there is so much said about 7his Man in the Word of God, that
one hardly knows where to begin to talk about it. We are told this
precious truth, that “ This Man receiveth sinners, and eateth with
them.,” TUngodly men said it in scorn and contempt ; they laid special
stress on the word man: what they spake in contempt, we own and
love; we, too, lay special stress on the word MaN! We rejoice in the
fact that He does receive sinners and eats with them. Again, we are
told that  Never man spake like ¢his man.” He never, when on earth,
spoke one useless word, nor does He now. Oh, you that have realized,
you that have sat at His feet and listened to His words, tell me if
they have been in vain? Tell me if you could not say on hearing
them—« Never man spake like this man ?” Then we are told that
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“This man, because He continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priest-
hood.” You see it is becanse He continueth ever. This must be an
encouraging—a sweet—a blessed theme for the Christian, in the midst
of changes around us, to know “ This man continueth ever,” and ever
remains the same. Though this man is exalted, yet he is a man still ;
yes,
“Though now exalted up on high,

He bends on earth a brother’s eye ;

And still remembers, in the skies,

His tears, and agonies, and cries.”
Again, we are told of Jacob, that there wrestled @ man with him ; and
who was this but the man Christ Jesus; and with whom does He
wrestle? With poor sinners. Why does He wrestle with them? To
take the conceit out of them. He wrestles with me very often, and He
always prevails: He takes all the strength out of me—puts my thigh
out of joint, as it were,—makes me feel what a poor helpless thing I am ;
and then I begin to wrestle with Him again. We are told that a man
stood before Joshua with a sword in his hand ; and again, Goliath said,
“ give me @ man, that he may fight with me.” But when e man
came—the appointed One by God to deliver Israel—we find he despised
him, for he said—* Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the
fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.” But the sequel shewed
who was the conqueror. We cannot fail to see here David as a type of
the glorious Man, who was to destroy the Goliath, the enemy of his
people. Again, we are told that the Lord will “make @ man more
precious than the golden wedge of Ophir.” And is He not: is not a
hope in Him above everything? If we have a hope in Him, then, let
us lose all, we are still happy. But take this away, and we may have
all—we may have gold heaped up together so that the world would not
hold it—and yet be poor, and then sink into hell at last. Again, we
are told that ‘@ man shall be as a hiding place.” A hiding place is
a place of shelter, a retreat ; a hiding place is something you can get
into ; and abstract deity would be no shelter for you and me. But a
wounded, a bruised, a spear-pierced Christ, we can get into, and shelter
in Him: I speak in figure of course, but you will understand me.
May the Lord give us to see more of the preciousness of that word man,
for it forms the link that unites us to Him. I will repeat the words of
the poet again, for nothing more expresses my feelings this morning—

“Till God in human flesh I see,
My thoughts no comfort find ;

The holy, just, and sacred Three
Are terrors to my mind.

But if Emanuel’s face appear,

My hops, my joy begins;

His name forbids my slavish fear;

His grace subdues my sin.”
This man shall be the peace. ‘“The work of righteousness shall be
peace.” And is it not so ? The law comes with its threatenings—
“for every idle word that men shall speak they shall give an account
thereof in the day of judgment.” When the law comes in with its
thundering in this way—* Pay me that thou owest ;” when it goes on
cursing, cursing, and cursing, there is not much peace then. If you
kuow anything of - this experience you will want Christ as the hiding
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place then. T remember once in my life (and T think it was the only
time I was ever guilty of such a thing) taking a little halfpenny pictuve
from a shop: 1 had been buying some, and I managed to get this one
unnoticed. Well, do you know when I got ont I set-to, and ran all the
way home, and when I got there every knock I heard at the door I
thought it was the policeman. I could not tell anyone what I had
done, the fact of it was I was afraid. This is a simple illustration, but
1 think it will answer the purpose. Do not you and I know what it is
to be afraid to lay down of a night, for fear of waking up in torment ?
Well, “the work of righteousness shall be peace.” Let Christ be beheld
as the one who has drained the cup of wrath, so that there is none left
for you and me, then we shall have peace, and not before. Again, we
might use the figure of a man in debt: I should imagine a man that
owes a deal of money could not have much peace : he would be in con-
tinual terror, not daring to show his face at a window or door. But
let some one step in and pay the whole: there is no more fear. Just
80 it is with the child of God. Let him see his debt paid in the person
of Jesus, and he ir happy : °
“Payment He cannot twice demand—

First at my bleeding Surety’s hand,
And then again at mine.”

Then, we are told, “The mountains shall bring peace.” You know
what mountains are, strong, high, stable things ; and I am sure we may
say this of the attributes of our God. You might as well try to over-
turn Gibraltar itself with your little finger, as overturn one of them.
This is a subject the saints can rejoice in, especially when privileged to
see they are interested in this God. Then they can sing—
“Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure a8 the earnest is given;

More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven.”

¢ All that His heavenly Father gave,
His hands securely keep.”

When fhis man spake here on earth—when the poor disciples were
tossed about on the sea, what a calm took place! And it is just so in
our own experiences : when He speaks to our hearts, I will defy any
storm to rage. This man shall be the peace. I am not a mmember of
the Peace Society, but I am half one : I hate war ; I detest it from my
heart. Men may talk of the ‘ glories of war,” but to my mind it is
something awful. At the same time I do not believe in peace at any
price. But the heart of man, by nature, is at war with God. He hates
Him, and desires not the knowledge of His ways. If this has been
overcome, it is because this man has been at work and destroyed the
natural enmity, and put love in its stead, The spear then becomes
changed into a pruning hook. I was once at war with election; but
the Lord came and revealed Christ unto me as the first elect ; then the
people as chosen in Him. Since then I have loved it: no more war
against it now. Then the atonement : we were at war with this. And
lastly, we were once at war with the promises of God. We, in the mad
enmity of our hearts, found fault with Him because of the freeness of
them, and becanse they were without conditions. But we cannot do so
now; on the contrary, the language of our hearts is :
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* Were not Thy love as firm as freo,
Thou soon wouldst take it, Lord, from me.”

But, secondly, the time spoken of: when. “This man shall be the
peace when the Assyrian shall come into our land.” Now, I do not
want to call people names, but I do not believe the Lord will find
fault with me if I call the Assyrian a blasphemous old wretch. Look
how he spoke to Hezekiah—* Let not thy God in whom thou trustest
deceive thee.” He has flung that lie in my facc many times:  Don’t
you suppose the Lord will appear here for you, for He will not.” And
many a time, as I gaid, I have been half inclined to believe him,
especially if the Lord has kept me waiting for a little time. Then it
may signify any opposing power : Satan, sin, the world, all bring their
power to bear upon the Christian; he is like a vessel tossed on the
stormy sea ; he sings at times—

* Beset with snares on every kand,
In life’s uncertain path I stand.”

And—

¢ Are these the blessings we expect ?
Is this the lot of God's elect?”

But you shall find rest. This Man shall be the peace,

But, thirdly, when they come into the palaces. This is very dread-
ful. What is meant by the palaces ? I think we might take it to
refer to the truths of the Word of God. And the devil comes in here
sometimes and says—** Do you suppose you are one of the elect ; why
just look at yourself ; it is presumption.” He brings his temptations
to bear with such power on the soul that we are inclined to believe him,
and say, “ No, I do not think I am.” Then, another way in which he
comes Into the palaces (and here he becomes pious) is thus—*“It is
very hard to suppose that God has chosen some and left others; why
He is too merciful for that ; He could not be so unkind.” Ohb, it is
fearful when he comes into the palaces in this way. But then the
standard raised against him—* Seven shepherds, and eight principal
men 1” Seven, you are aware, means perfection. So here we have the
perfect shepherd character of the dear Redeemer. David was a nice
type of the dear Redeemer as the good Shepherd, when the lion and
bear came to devour the flock, and he rescued them out of their hands.
And in the 10th of John we have a true description of Him as the
good Shepherd, that lays down His life for tke sheep. This is what the
believer brings to bear against the enemy of souls when he comes
against them, and against the truth of God, viz., the perfection of the
shepherd-character of the dear Redeemer. This is the standard He
brings to bear against all the railing accusations of the enemy. Then,
eight principal men. Eight signifies resurrection, i.., that which
follows number seveu (or perfection), and this is a standard the Christian
may raise against the adversary, ah, when He comes in like a flood, and
seems a8 if he would carry all before him. May God help you to raise
this standard against him : the standard of the death of the dear
Redeemer, who in His perfect shepherd-character laid down His life for
His sheep : the standard of the resurrection of the dear Redeemer, as
represented by the eight principal men; eight signifying resurrection,
and the principal men meaning the testimony of His servants concern-
ing the resurrection ; and may He give us to realize, as we pass through
time, that He is our peace, and His name shall have the praise.
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“THE INTERPRETER” OF GOSPEL TRUTH.
1 SAY THE TRUTH IN OHRIST : I LIE NOT.”

THE second part of “ The Inlerpreler” has been forwarded to us ;

from its pages we select a few sentences which well sustain the
opinion we previously expressed of this great effort on the part of Mr.
C. H. Spurgeon, to carry vivid and decided illustrations of the Gospel
of the grace of God into the homes—and, if God will—into the hearts
of tens of thousands of people in this our native land—and to the
dwellers on more distant shores.

We are often told by good people who sometimes hear Mr. Spurgeon,
that he confounds his statements of truth with offers of salvation indis-
criminately ; and with free-will and duty-faith invitations. We are
not prepared to deny such assertions. One thing we have proved.
Between Mr. Spurgeon’s published works, and the pulpit or platform
discourses of such men as Talmage, Henry Ward Beecher, Landells,
and others, who are considered popular men, there is a striking contrast.
The mighty orators to which we have referred, never bring forth clear
and unmistakable developements of salvation as the results of free, un-
conditional, distinguishing, and invincible grace: never. But, read
the following sentences from Part 2 of The Interpreter. On Hebrews xi.,
he says :(—

“The faith of Abraham was tried in many fires ; and so must ours be.
Will it stand the test? Are we resting upon the faithfulness and omni-
potence of God ? Any pillars less strong than these will give way beneath
us. The faith of God’s elect, WrICH 1s THE GIFT or GoD; and THE WORK OF
THE HoLy Serrrr, will endure, and overcome, and land us safely in the pro- .
mised inheritance. Have we this faith, or not? May the Lord grant us this
most precious grace!”

Nothing sounder can be found in Gill, Goodwin, Owen, Philpot, or
(Gadsby. But we turn to another page ; and here are The Inferpreter’s
words on Romans the Ninth ; as deep and as solemn a chapter, as any
in Paul’s epistles. He says:—

“In this chapter the Apostle illustrated the doctrine of Election by the
history of the households of Abraham and Isaac, in which the will of the
Lord made differences iirespective of merit. Here Paul brings us into a
great deep ; but if we only wish to know what God reveals, and no more, we
may safely follow where the Scripture leads. ELECTION 1S NOT A FIT SUBJECT
FOR IDLE CURIOSITY ; neither is it to be PASSED OVER IN NEGLECT ; for whatever
is taught us in the Word, is profitable for some gracious purpose.”

The Interpreter here hits hard at thousands of preachers; faithfully
he, indirectly, reproves them for the sin of ignoring, or *“ passing over
in neglect,” the doctrine of Election altogether ; and some boldly put
man’s free-will, where God’s sovereign choice ought—and ever will,
stand. But we must give another paragraph, because of its sweet and
truthful harmony. On Roman ix. 11—18, we have the following com-
ment :—

“God passed by Esau, and gave Jacob the Covenant blessing. This is a
fact to be belicved, and not to be made a matter for human judgment, Whoare
we that we should summon Jehovah to our bar? God is righteous in all His
ways. We find that Esau despised his birthright; and sold it for o mess of
potlage ; and so, by his actions abundantly justified, as well as fulfilled the
purpose of God.
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“ How it ought to humble us when we remember that we have no claim
upon God. If he should leave us to go on in sin, and perish, we have no right
to complain, for we deserve it. How earnestly and humbly should we implore
Him to look upon us in mercy, and save us with His great salvation ! * Who-
soever cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out'is the voice of Jesus, and
whether we see it or not, it is quite consistent with the Predestination taught
us in this chapter. THE LoRD HAS A CHOSEN PEOPLE ; and yet His Gospel is
to be preached to every creature. Believe; but do not cavil. When we
believe on the Lord Jesus, we are in the way to make our calling and election
sure—(that is, to ourselves). Only by faith can we be assured that the Lord
has called and chosen us.”

We are so decided for, and delighted with, the WHOLE TRUTH As
REVEALED, that we must ever speak well of that man who speaks well
of Christ, of His people, and of His Gospel ; let that man be where, or
who, he may.

THE LATE JOHN STEVENS ON BAPTISM,
THE LORD’S SUPPER, AND CHURCH FELLOWSHIP.
(Concluded from page 49.)

TO admit what is termed Open Communuion, would be holding one
Joith in judgment, and practising another in our conduct. This is
what no honest man can submit to, if he be aware of the inconsistency.
If a church ought to be formed according to the Scriptures, and it be
acknowledged, that, they require all believers to be baptized, then, the
church ought to consist of baptized believers only; and it would be
contrary to Paul’s injunction to the Corinthian church, to allow of op-
posite sentiment and practice in the same society. * Now, I beseech
you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you ; but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the same mind, and in the same judg-
ment.”—1 Cor. i. 10. Can it be thought, the writer of these words
viewed the subject of strict communion, as Mr. Hall does now? How
can a church speak the same thing, when one part of it is contending
for Pzdobaptism, and the other for adult bapism ? One pleads that
carnal persons are to be baptized ; the other, that none but spiritnal
persons are proper subjects. One says, whosoever is rightly baptized
shall be saved; the other, that very many of those who are rightly
baptized are eternally lost. Oune says, “If thou believest thou mayest ;”
the other, if thy father believes thou mayest. One affirms baptism is
a figure- of the sufferings and death of Christ, also of his burial and
resurrection ; the other, that it is a sign of our enjoyment of those
things, in a life of holiness, and nof a figure of Christ’s death and re-
surrection. One considers much water to be requisite to the due ad-
ministration of the ordinance—and seeks a convenient place accordingly;
the other believes a few drops only to be needful : the former uniformly
maintains immersion to be the only right way of performing the ordi-
nance ; the latfer speaks sometimes of sprinkling, and at other times
of pouring, as equally right ; but that plunging is not Scriptural! One
supposes his natnral seed to be entitled to Gospel-blessings, as being
the children of godly parents; the other believes that they have no
claim on any such foundation: the former speak of coming to Christ
by Abraham ; the latfer of coming to Abraham by Christ.—Gal. iii, 29.
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One believes that whosoever has a right to baptism, has algo a right
to the supper of the Lord, and that such person is required to walk in
newness of life, and to adhere to all the ordinances of the Lord’s house ;
but the other believes that infants have a right to baptism, which can
neither properly receive the Lord’s Supper, nor walk in newness of life,
nor attend to other branches of holy worship. Now, as the Padobaptist
is thus obliged to separate the two connected ordinances, through the
circumstances and state of his young creatures, does it not amply show
that he has misunderstood his Lord, relative to the subject, or person,

proper to be baptized? To me it is obvious that this must be the
case.

Another reason occurs to me, which has some claim to notice, If the
Baptists were to comply wilh the popular scheme proposed, it would becoms
impossible for the pastor of such a mized community, to be both FAITHFUL
and ACCEPTABLE fo his flock, either in his prayers or his preaching. If
we consider him as standing at the head of the assembly, interceding
with God for His blessing upon His people through the word ; so long
as no particulars are specified, there is no division of mind occasioned
by his petitions: but, presently, he feels his heart grow warm in the
engagement, and thought less as to consequences, he prays that God
would lead his people into all truth, not only as to doctrine, but also as
to practise ; and that he would cause them to confess his holy name,
in the appointed ordinance of baptism, and not leave them to follow the
custorus of men : he prays that the saints may speak and practice the
same thing. The Paedobaptist knows his meaning, but unites not with
him ; whilst the advocate for adult baptism feels interested, and perhaps,
in the simplicity of his mind, mentions that part of his pastor’s prayer
afterwards, with some mark of approbation, which the Pzdobaptist no
sooner hears, than he drops some hint of his dissatisfaction, or his disre-
gard for what his brother remarked, and this creates a coolness, at lcast,
between them. To say this is not likely to be the case, is only to betray
an ignorance of the imperfections too common to the best of men ;
and if we suppose the pastor to enter faithfully into the subject in his
preaching, what may reasonably be expected to follow? If he hide the
Scripture testimony for baptism, as being an ordinance for believers
only, one part of his church will be discontented ; and if he faithfully
plead for it, the other part of his charge will be dissatisfied, if not
highly displeased. Besides, we are to bear it in mind, that perhaps this
pastor is a plain man, and has never been taught to act with craft, and
to deal in ambiguous terms and phrases; it may be he knows not how
to flourish over the premises without affirming any sentiment, or
making any error. Perhaps he has a tender conscience for the honour of
God, and is constrained to speak God’s Word faithfully ; and if so, how
will his labours be acceptable to his Pedobaptist friends ? and when
the ordinance of baptism 18 administered will they be glad to seeit, and
rejoice with their brethren that others are come to follow Jesus in the
watery way ¢ If the preaching, praying, and singing, be close to the
point, will they not feel very restless, or, at best, entirely careless? I
ain certain from observation and experience, the cffects of such a mix--
ture must be often painful, and, at times, truly injurious to both parties;
it always tends to gender a negligence of mind, as to sentiment, or un-
happy disputation rises. Such characters so differcnt in sentiment are
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be'tter apart, and their love for each other is more likely to be main-
tained in separate societies, than by their being blended into one; for,
if they unite, it must be at the expense of truth and faithfulness.

Once more. General Communion would encourage the unscriptural
custom of sprinkling babes, and of infant communion, with other erro-
neous sentvments that follow in connection. The apostle could not say
to such a mixed assembly, “ I praise you, brethren, that ye remember
me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you ;”
but to such a society, the words of God by the prophet would be more
appropriate,—* Ye have changed mine ordinances.” It seems highly
unreasonable to imagine that children should be admitted to baptism
by the apostles, and no account of the matter be anywhere recorded,
no command be given to baptize them, nor any directions afforded on
the subject : whether the children of Godly parents were to be baptized,
or whether those which had but one Godly parent should be esteemed
proper subjects ; and if it signified whether that parent was the father
or the mother, or whether infants in general were to be baptized ! for,
it is very certain the Scriptures nowhere give any direction on this
head, but all through declare, “ If thou believest thou mayest ;” which
leaves us sufficient ground to infer that if thou believest not thow mayest
not.  “ He that believeth shall be saved.” What may we infer from
these -words? No less than this, “ He that believeth not shall be
damned.” Surely the apostles did not require faith of some, in order
tq baptism, and not of others.

It seems a most absurd idea for any good man to take up, that he
was baptized when an infant, since which time he has, in all probability,
shown himself the enemy of God and truth, and, therefore, what can
that ceremony have to do with him as a true Christian now? How
could he have to do with a spiritual ordinance before he was a spiritual
man? Or rather, does it not evidence the custom of sprinkling carnal
babes to be a carnal ordinance and of human aunthority, seeing the
subject is not required to be spiritual ? And how is it that anyone,
while carnal, can perform what would have become his duty after re-
generation, had he not done it while in an unregenerate state? These
things to me appear so ridiculous, that I wonder how any serious, re-
flecting mind, can become their advocate. Does it make no difference
in the ordinance whether the person be baptized when a child or when
he is become not only a man but a good man? To answer in the affir-
mative would render it difficult to vindicate the plea of having been
baptized in infancy, as containing proof sufficient that there remains
no need for further baptism after conversion: and to answer in the
negative would be making a work of grace a very unimportant thing, with
regard to the worship of God, a8 well as to the character who performs
it; but, blessed be God there are many gracious souls to be found who
have not so learned Christ. Hence, it appears that the pretence of
having been baptized in infancy, is no reason why a church of baptized
believers, should consider such persons as baptized, according to the
Lord’s command. Therefore, they are not fit.persons to admit into the
church of Christ, not having put-on Christ, or confessed His name in
that way of obedience which is prescribed in the Scriptures, and was
adhered to by the churches formed under the ministry of the Apostles
of our Lord.
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“ WHITE AS SNOW IN SALMON.”

“ HE SAITH TO THE SNOW—BE THOU ON THE EARTH.”

« OD is everywhere, and His hand in everything ” —said I to

myself, as I mused upon the commands of the Almighty, even
in the world of nature; for I dearly love to put the Book of Revelation
side by side with the books of Providence, of Grace and of Nature, and
then admire the delightful harmony existing among them all.

Lord’s-day, February 2, 1873, will not soon be forgotten. The snow
had fallen freely, and it continued to descend thicker and thicker, until
it was like a huge white blanket spread over all our houses, foot-paths,
and roads. A strong, cutting, cold, north-east wind was so sharp in
my face as I tried to ascend Notting-hill—and my feet went so deep in
the snow, that I hardly thought I could reach our chapel. Of course,
all the dear London Christians were frightened, and very few of them
ventured out at all. Through all the services of the day 1 was per-
mitted to go; and retured home safely. Next day to Spalding ; next
to Peterborough ; speaking, thinking, praying, and writing of Him in
whose service I delight above all things in this world : but everywhere
there was snow, frost, and wind. Nevertheless, back to London safe He
brought me ; and, on sitting down in my study to prepare for a service
in our own place—after trying to praise God for His many mercies unto
me, and contemplating a little upon the white and wintry aspect all
around—Elihu’s words took possession of my mind :—

“ For He saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth,”—and I found
faith telling me my text for the evening was therein contained. I had
been speaking, and travelling, and conversing, with many of the blessed
saints during the three previons days, but, there had been no anointing
on my sonl like unto that which these words produced.

Elihn had opened up many mysteries to poor Job ; but here I saw
him unfolding the true saving grace of God by the works of the Divine
Power in the fields of nature. Do not lightly esteem the teachings of
His Spirit, although the elements in the natural world are His chariots !
Between the secret work of God’s Holy Spirit in the soul, and His works
in the heavens and on the earth, there is a close analogy. See Job
xXxvii. :—

1. “ He directeth. . . His lightening unto the ends of the earth.”
A flash of light darts into the soul of a sinner ; his spirit is quickened
into a newness of life ; although whence it cometh or whither it goeth
he cannot tell. The Light of Lifeis there! It is gone into the depth
of the soul ; nothing can destroy it. :

2. “ He thundereth with the voice of His excellency. . . God thun-
dereth marvellously with His voice 1 ” Yes; in the garden, “ Adam !
where art thou?”  Oh, how it made the poor fellow tremble ! From
off the top of Sinai, too; and in many a rebellious heart there is the
voice of God’s thunder breaking that heart, and laying it prostrate at
the feet of the Great Eternal. What rollings of God’s thunder have I
heard in my soul when I awfully believed He was about to send me
down to the region of despair for ever ! But,

5. Instead of that, great things did He do for me, which we cannot
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fully comprehend here ; nor will any man believe them—although we
declare them ever so sincerely—Grace doeth “ GREAT THINGS ” indeed ;
and that my soul knoweth right well.
. 4. “ For He saith to the snow—be thou on the earth.”  This
innocent and interesting figure, the Holy Ghost employeth in a variety
of ways. It indicates a time of severity and danger. Would you have
a peep at

A GOOD MINISTER—AND HIS WORK ?
Then read 2 Samuel xxiii. 20. Benaizh was an old type of a valiant
minister of Christ. His name means—* the building of the Lord.”
Our Jesus redeemed all the members of His mystic body; and He
sends men to gather them together, and to *“ build them up for a habi-
tation of God through the Spirit.” Paul declared himself to be a wise
master-builder ; and many a church, and multitudes of precious souls,
were builded on Christ, the foundation, by His instrumentality. Some
ministers are scatterers, not builders ; God is their Judge.

This Benaiah slew two lion-like men of Moab: they represent [n/fi-
delity and Idolatry—two mighty powers against CERIST! When HE
sends His Gospel, in the power of the Spirit, it virtnally slayeth both
of them in the experience of saved and sanctified souls. This Benaiah
was a daring man. “ He went down, also, and slew a lion in the midst
of a pit, IN TIME OF sNow; ” that was a dangerous effort ; but, like
David, He was victorious. Satan coucheth down in the pit of a sinner’s
heart ; there pride, presumption, and a destructive spirit, keep the pit
barred against any good thing, until the omnipotent arm of the Lord,
by the Gospel, slays the enmity and pride of the human heart; then,
from the pit Satan is cast out, and Christ turns it into a palace where
His throne and kingdom stand for ever.

5. The snow is used as expressive of the intensity of the Messiah’s
purity ; as Daniel speaketh, when he saw the Ancient of Days, ‘“ Whose
garment was white as snow!” Mark is very grand when speaking of
Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration—* His raiment became shining
—(as though the rays of His Godhead did shine through His humanity,
until he became)—exceeding WHITE As sNOow ; so as no fuller on earth
can white them,” Thus, also, John, in Patmos, saith—* His head and
his hairs were white like wool—as WHITE AS sNOW ; and His eyes were
ag a flame of fire.” The entire Person of Christ—as God-Man—in
the original and perfect purity of His nature, character, and work,
is thus set forth by the snow.

6. The Church is also represented by the same figure. The martyred
and persecuted saints are specially, yea, wondrously described by the
weeping prophet; her Nazarites were purer than snow, they were
whiter than milk, If any doubt the propriety of this application, let
them turn to that excellent Gospel Psalm—the sixty-eighth,—there the
mystery of the Gospel dispensation is a8 clear as the sun at noon-day.
You have the fulness of the covenant, ‘“Thou, O God, hast prepared of
Thy goodness for the poor.” This Divine Provision was all treasured
up in Christ, when He had finished the work His Father had given
Him to do; then “ the Lord gave the word ;” Jehovah, the Father, gave
“ THE WORD ” which in the beginning was with Him ; the Jehovah,
the Son, gave the grand old commission—* Go ye into all the world,
and preach the Gospel to every creature.” After that, Jehovah the Spirit
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gave the “ power,” without which no word of man can reach the sinner’s
heart ; but the Promiser said, ¢ Ye shall veceive power after that the
Holy Ghost is come npon you.” How true to the letter was that promise
fulfilled ! ““ Suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind : it filled all the house where they were sitting. Cloven tongues
of fire sat upon each one of them: they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost ; and began to speak with other tongues; as THE SPIRIT gave
them utterance : ” thus ““ the Lord gave the word ;”’ and great has been
the army of them that published it ; the army now is great ; perhaps it
will be greater still. In this army, or heaven-born company, there
have been “ Kings” who have fled through the world ; the lowest of
mankind have been raised up, and on wings of faith and love have
risen high into the glories of the Redeemer’s Kingdom! Here comes
in that singular Scripture— When the Almighty scattered kings in it,
1t was white as snow in salmon ;”’ which sentence, as the margin shows,
refers to the Church of Christ; * when the Almighty scattered kings
Jor her—sHE was WHITE AS SNOW IN SALMON.”

_ Three questions arise in my mind :—1. To what part of Zion’s
history does this Scripture belong? 2. Who are the kings ; and why
are they said to be scattered? 3. What is the mind of God in ths
description of the Church—* she was white as the snow in Salmon?” Will
any of my Spirit-tanght readers answer these questions ? Replies will
be gratefully received and acknowledged by

56, Queen’s Road, Notting Hill. CHARLES WATERS BANEKS.

PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS.

The Basis of kis Success as a Preacher.—
Nicholas Morgan, the author of *Phren-
ology,” &c., came from the north to mani-
pulate the head of Mr. C. H. Spurgeon,
and to search out the natural, the intel-
lectual, and the acquired powers which
have rendered him so popular as a preacher,
lecturer, and philanthropist. The results
of Mr. Morgan’s reviews, researches, and
phrenological investigations, have been
published in a threepenny pamphlet, by
Passmore and Alabaster, of Paternoster-
buildings; which said pamphlet is remark-
able for its defence of the phrenological
science, a8 also for its register of tho
various mental organs of the upper stories
of the Metropolitan Tabernacle Pastor.
We trust the real, the genuine, the original
basis of his success is the same, in some
degree, as was spoken by ** the word of the
Lord” to Jeremish, when the Almighty
said unto him—* Before I formed thee in
the belly I knew thee: and before thou
camest forth out of the womb I sanctified
thee; and I ordained thee a prophet unto
the nations.” There have bheen, and there
may now be thousands of men on the earth
whose intellectual and vocal powers aye

equal if not far superior to those of Charles
Haddon Spurgeon. But then God never
either ordained or sanctified them to the
work of the ministry. In the purposes of
the Divine Mind there is predestination
to the office ; qualifications for the work of
that office; and a special blessing under-
laying and flowing through all the enter-
prises which the grace-taught man of God
puts forth: hence the language of his
heart will ever be—* By the grace of God
I am what I am.” In our CurEeriNg
‘Worps for February, 1873, we have given
a leaf out of Mr. Spurgeon’s book of
Christian experience: that testimony de-
clares him to be a man born of the Seirir
—born of God, and raised up to be a
blessing to many thousands. And, as a
preachor of the Gospel, we believe the
cxtent of his usefulness never can be mea-
sured here, But his wholesale production
of young ministers fills us with fear for
the consequences. We have always had a
deep conviction that if Mr. Spurgeon could
have entirely devoted himself to the

reacher’s and pastor’s work he would
Ea.ve been a healthier, a happier, and a
safer man; but his *Jaudable ambition”
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has carried him on until he has becomo
preacher, president, pastor, editor, author,
commentator, originator and conductor of
orphanages, asylums, &c., &c.; and in all
these -works may God Almighty sustain
ond bless him to the end of his days.
Amen.

William Winters and his Memoirs of
Toplady—published in London by Master
Frederick Davis, successor to that patient,
persevering publisher of sermons, &c., the
late James Paul, of Chapter House Court,
north side of St. Paul's Church-yard.
Price one shilling. Here are four very
notable characters to begin with. The
late James Paul originated the Thursday
Penny Pulpit, and through his instrumen-
tality, hundreds of thousands of sermons
by Gadsby, Warburton, Philpot, Kershaw,
Smart, and other Godly men, were scat-
tered through the world. James Paulin-
strumentally rendered great service to the
oause of truth, But he has long since

assed home. His honourable and excel-
ent widow then carried on this publishing
trade for some years to the perfect satis-
faotion of all who did business with her:
a first class woman as a Christian and a
publisher. She has retired. Her intelli-
gent and industrious nephew, Mr. Fred-
erick Davis now perpetuates the issue of
Discourses by all the most eminent Divines.
‘What some of the clergy would do without
now and then repairing to this great store-
house of Theology, it is not for us to say.
However, at 1, Chapter House Court, they
always find o large variety, and some of
the most valuable: o0ld and new, high and
low, broad and narrow, every size and
pvery shape. Mr. William Winters, the
book-worm of Waltham Abbey, the student
in the British Museum, and the author
of several poems, and polemical papers,
has dared, in these truth-rojecting days, to
compile an original Memoir of the Life
and writings of the renowned and revered
Augustus Montague Toplady ; and through
Mr. Davis he has published the same:
which, for correctness, style, and faithful-
ness, is well adapted to the pockets, and
plain palates of the Lord’s poor people
who live in these latter agesof the world's
existence, when the mental powers of the
people are become so feeble that they can-
not comprehend, receive, digest, nor enjoy
those rock-like verities, those sublime and
gubstantial revelations of God's Gosgel,
which Toplady so powerfully expoun ed
and contended for.” But of Toplady and
this work by Mr. Winters we have some-
thing to say next month.

New York Weekly Times—came sufe.
We are much indebted to Mr. Lee. Will
he send us the best Baptist paper? We
hope to hear from him,
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A Hand-Book of Revealed Theology, by
Rev. John Stock, LL.D., with Recommen-
datory Preface by C. H. Spurgeon. Third
edition ; revised and much enlarged. Lon-
don : Eﬁliot Stock, 62, Paternoster Row.
(Price 68.) Here is a library of divinity
in one volume. From *“the existence of
God " down to “the Duties of Church
Merabers ”—Mr. Stock has travelled with
such a patient perspecuity, and distinctive
arrangement, as renders his book an es-
sential and profitable accompaniment for
every Christian's study. One paragraph
from the “Introduction” will give our
readers some idea of the whole work.
The Dr. says, “Our theme is the science
of the cross. We seek to present in sys-
tematic form those doctrines which clus-
ter round the Person and Work of Im-
manuel as the Saviour of the lost. Na-
tural theology can never solve the ques-
tion, How shall man be just with God?
for this is a query which nature was not
intended to answer. To settle this point
the Bihle was inspired. This is the grand
difficulty which the cross of Christ meeta.
Revelation alone points out to the sinner
how he may escape the wrath to come, and
find the road to heaven. The volume of
nature was published too soon to contain
any answer to the enquiry, *“ What must I
do to be saved ?” for it was extant before
man fell. Prejudiced critics might find
some fault with this production: we feela
holy glow of loving gratitude to the com-
piler; and believe, thousands of preach-
ers whose means are small, and time for
study very limited, will highly prize this
Companion to the Bible and Concordance;
with the blessing of God, it will greatly
help them.

“The Questions of the Day, and The
Question,” &c., being No. 1,093 Metro-
politan Tabernacle Pulpit.—This mixture
of politics and piety is unpleasant to us;
and it evidently was so to the great preacher
himself : nevertheless, he knew that nearly
all the Noncons. were for a big separation;
and therefore he must come forth with his
“ Down with it ; down with it, all ye who
have a spark of justice left in your souls.”
If it is the will of God, and if the time is
come, then * down with it” men certainly
will ; but we are 8o fearful and nervous,
that unless the Lord sent an angel to tell
us it was heaven’s decree, we should trem-
ble to advance in that work of destruction,
to accomplish which many thousands are
now zealously going forth. 'We are more
concerned for the spiritual prosperity of
the riving Cuvrcu of Curist than we are
for any other Church in the world; and
she is now so mixed up with everything
something, that it is hard to know where to
find her, or what to do tor her,
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Christadelphians wor CrristTiANs. By
R.Govett. London: Nisbet & Go. Theso
people style themselves “The Church of
Christ’'s Brethren,” but Mr. Govett, after
searching into, and well weighing their
own testimony, declares they are only
“ Millenarian Unitarians.” He says, “ these
are not Christians, bul Antichrists. They
deny the Father and the Son in the scnse
affirmed by the Holy Ghost,” We cannot
this month do more than commend Mr.
Govett's sixpexm{ book, and warn weak
minds and speculating theorists, lest they
b? led away into the unbelief of these peo-
ple.

‘England’s Present Dark Crisis;” this,
and every subject connected with the de-
cline of the Protestant Faith is ably ex-
pressed in The Anti-Papal League Maga-
zine, published at 16, Prince’s Street,
Edinburgn. It 18 David over again going
to meet old Goliath. We know, in God’s
good time, on which side the victory lays;
but then, in these times, the Liord expects
every faithful disciple to do his duty. Woe
to the luke-warm and the lazy when the
Master comes!

Memoirs of a Professional Lady Nurse,
by M. Stapnard. London: Simpkin & Co.
—For rich and racy narrative—for one
continued stream of thrilling incident—
and for pure expressions of faith in God,
and love to His people, we seldom meet
with anything to equal Mrs. Stannard’s
modest and instructive book. Extracts
another time. .

The Last Days and the First Resur-
rection : Thoughts on Paul's Last Epistle.—
These are pure Thoughts: to all whose
hearts are united lovingly and faithfully
to Christ and His Gospel, they will be very
precious and fruitful Thoughts. Pub-
lished by Fletcher, Norwich.

James Fackrell and his Inguirer’s Hand-
ook are worthy of honour and of help.
Both the author and his book must have a
note or two.

Literary Notes.—Sir Charles Trevelyan's
pamphlet “ on Famine Fever” opens up a
terrible discovery of the poverty and misery
of London, Three millions and a half of
people, in this elephantine Babylon, is &
mass of immortals fearful to think of, as
soen before ue in Sir Charles’s letters to
The Times. From every quarter of the
globe the misty and the morbid of men
come to London. Temperance, industry,
and the true grace of God in the heart, are
the only remedies for the vice and the
glarvation now everywhere to be seen. If
every Christian Church would put forth
its utmost efforts to reformn, to moralise,
and (as far as God would bless) to evan-
gelize their own localily, we believe a tuuch

-
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better state of things might bo obtained
Oh that we were all Christ-like in this one
part of His precious life: He wenT Anovt
noixe goop.—Dr, H. Nelson Hardy sonds
us Hospital Out-Patient Reform.. Now
listen! The number of out-patients is so
immense, and the doctors so low and un-
akilful, that the poor patients are in more
danger than if they never put themselves
under their care. Wo would rather go to
a good ‘honest herbalist than to all the out-
satients' rooms in London. Everywhere

istress, diseases, and deaths surround us.
Great God Almighty ! wilt thou awake
for the help and healing of our people f-—
“ Harriet, I am not achild of God!” This
is the turning point in the experience of
the late beloved wife of Peter Leigh, given
in The Gospel Magazine for February: a
simple narrative of a godly woman’stravail
of soul, which ecommends itself to our
heart as a genuine testimony to the work of
saving grace, When complete we hope to
notice it more fully.—Mr. Elliot Stock’s
New Handbook of Illustration is a fine
cabinet of jewelsfor all whorequire “fillings
up” in their public addresses.— ‘‘ Christ
and His Table Companions,” and an ex-
citing biography of “Billy Dawson,” with
other informational papers, are in The
Sword and the Trowel for February. The
editor proclaims himself “convalescent ;"
and like a bishop over an immense diocese,
reports great progress in his various enter-
prizes. The world is large enough; the
people are wicked enough ; fatal errors are
rife enough ; and Christian churches weak
enough, to require a thousand Spurgeons.
As yet we have but one; and many can
neither understand the man nor his work.
That he is destined to effect some great
change we have no doubt. As yet it is
only in its infancy.—The New Testament
in the Russian language is being sold at
the rate of 100,000 per annum. This is
joyful and hopeful. Where the Word of
Glod is freely circulated, some good must
result.—In The Christian Standard Mr.
Grant continues his antagonism with errors
of every class and form.— The Day of Rest
is a rare pennyworth of pictures, piety,
and poetry ; but wbat its aim is we cannot

ot discover.—Mr. Jobn Dixon, the well-
{nowu baptist minister and author, has
issued a new book—7The Gospel Feast. 1t
is a condensed exposition of holy truth.
We think it the best of all his books,—
Public Ledger Almanack, published by G.
W. Childs, Philadelpbia, is perfectly hand-
some ; full of information to all who wish
for an insight into Philadelphian com-
merce, corporate, or Christian statistics.—
The Baptist is progressing with great
spirit. Themodern schools are very proud
of their new woekly.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

HAPPY EVENING WITH MR. THOS.
STRINGER AND HIS FRIENDS AT
BETHEL CHAPEL, WELLESLEY
STREET, STEPNEY.

APTER eight years and six months Gospel
work in this part of the field, brother Thos.
Stringer had special serviceson Jan. 26 and
28, 1873. Sermons were delivered by him-
self, the Ven. George Wyard, and Mr. John
Hazelton. These services closed with tea
and public meeting. Thomas Pickworth,
Esq., presided, and addressed the friends in an
humble, homely, honest, and useful manner.
Mr. Pickworth is well qualified for such
services, and all who know bhim can but
E‘By that his devoted life to the Lord and

is people may, for many years, be length-
ened out. Mr. Baldwin poured forth
a8 hearty prayer at the opening. Mr.
Stringer brieflv stated that DEcIision for
the Gospel of God; DISCRIMINATION be-
tween things that differ; DEPENDENCE
upon the power and presence of the Holy
Spirit; and DEVOTION to the spirit and
cause of Christ, were the principles which
actuated him and his people in their work
and enterprises in that corner of the vineyard.

Mr. J. S. Anderson on the “ ETERNAL
GoD”’ opened up some sacred mysteries
flowing from the revelation the Lord God
had made of Himself unto His peoplein His
Word. This was a key-note speech to the
evening’s disecourses ; and lifted up the
people’s thoughts to a dignifying and holy
sphere of meditation,

Mr. E. Langford followed with careful
sentences on the ETERNAL PURPOSES ; and
Mr., Thomas Jones came on with his smiling
face and silvery sounding expositions of the
eternity of the REDEMPTION of the Church
by Christ our Lord, which he showed to be
so complete that nothing to it can be added,
nothing from it can be taken.

C. . Banks referred to the precious
Word iu Heb. v. 9, ‘ Jesus being made per-
fect became the Author of ETERNAL SAL-
VATION unto all them that obey Him.”
The fall appeared to break up all the pro-
visions ofP the covenant, and to dissolve all
the union hetween the Mystic Head and the
members of the mystic body. The fall re-
duced us all to nakedness ; exposed us to the
flaming sword ; brought the sentence of death
to hear upon us; and placed a great gulf
between us and the Father in glory. God
Almighty found ONE in the person of
His Kternally Beloved and Co-equal Son,
willing and able to become tbe SUBSTI-
TUTE for all the Father had given to Him.
That Substitutionary work JESUs came into
the world to accomplish, For the Church’s
nakedness He worked out a perfectly beautiful
robe of righteousness. The flaming sword
He received once for all in His own heart;
the sentence of death fell upon Him; the
distance between the fallen Church aud the
Sovereign Lord God Almighty—Jesus—filled

up; and thus, as the SAvIour, heing
made perfect, He writes out, puhlishes and
reveals unto us, by His Spirit and His Word,
the Eternity of our deliverance Srom every
danger, and our deliverance into every good
even the Glory of God itself; and thus be-
came the ‘“ Author of Eternal Salvation unto
all them that obey—or believed—FHim.”

Mr. R. A. Lawrence was a pleasant and
edifying teacher of the great blessing ETER-
NaL Lire. He reviewed four distinctly
different kinds of life wbich appeared in the
Word of God :—1. A life of perfect obedience,
without the knowledge of good and evil,
which Adam had before the fall came in.
2. A life of perfect disobedience, with a
partial knowledge of good and evil, which
was the life of man in the fall. 3. A life
of perfect obedience with a perfect know-
ledge of good and evil, which was the life
JEsUs lived in His incarnation days.
Lastly. A life of faith in the Son of God.
This contrastive review was original and
striking ; it was correct, and edifying ; and
his oriental definition of the Saviour’s words,
““ Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my
blood, hath eternal life;” which Mr. Lawr-
ence interpreted as meaning that the truly
regenerated and sanctified believer was most
lovingly and entirely satisfied with, and
most affectionately lived—by faith—upon
the person and work of the LorD JEsus
CHRIST, as the GRAcCIOUs ADVOCATE
spake unto His Father in John xviii. 3, ¢ And
this is life eternal, that they might know
Thee the true Gop, and JEsus CHRIST
whom Thou has sent.” Mr. R. A. Lawr-
ence’s progress in the knowledge of truth,
and his pleasant and persuasive manner ot
unfolding it, raiseth the hope that his min-
isterial life will prove a protracted and per-
manent blessing to the ghurch of God. Tt
is not very easy to report

Mr. Thomas Steed’s closing speech on
ETERNAL GLorY. Flashes of evangelical
lightening went through the hearts of tbe
people, and made us all feel that & man of
God was gently climbing up towards the
eternal mansions of heavenly bliss; but as
lLe, nor any otlier man, could deseribhe the
true character of the celestial city, he wisely
contented himself with giving some weighty
and pithy words of caution, comfort and

"sympathy. Our brother Thomas Steed has

evidently become a thinking, reading, and
well-speaking man. He is thoroughly
original, determined for Gospel truth, and is
doing good service to our cause.

Mr. Georie Baldwin proposed a vote ot
thanks to the chairman, Mr, Pickworth.
He had told them on a previous occasion Mr.
Pickworth had helped them in their finan-
cial necessities, and that evening he had given
five pounds toward the cause. Above and
beyond all that Mr. Pickworth’s very Christ-
ian spirit, and kindly beariug, made them
all feel his presence among them was a
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special favour: Mr. Thomas Stringer
seconded the proposition, which was heartily
respondod to, and a rich spiritual feast on
eternal realities was finished by singing

' All bail the power of Jesus name.”

HAYES TABERNACLE.

TaE fourth anniversary was observed Jan.
27, 1873, A sermon, comprchending a
three-fold view of salvation ; the experience
of the saved, and of the ministration of angels,
was delivered in the afternoon hy Mr. J. 8.
Anderson, Pastor of the Baptist Church in
Zion Chapel, New Cross, Deptford. The
handsome and spacious school room was
fllled with friends, who enjoyed a tea well
and kindly served,

Mr. Samuel Pounsford presided over the
evening meeting, which for attendance,
harmony, and sound speaking, was gratefully
satisfactory.

C. W. Banks briefly referred to that

and old prayer in Psalm xe. 16, 17, “ Let

v work appear unto thy servants.” He
said one verse in the 106th Psalm con-
tained four distinct parts of that work
which the church prayed might appear,
and which he (the speaker) rejoiced to
know had hegun to appear In connection
with the cause in Hayes Tabernacle. God
grant we may all pray for, and watch to see,
this work in our Churches. In that 106th
Psalm the Chureb describes, first, the work of
the Holy Spirit: ¢ S8aveus, O Lord our God.”
The Spirit alone can put that ery into a sin-
ner’s heart. When you see and hear broken-
hearted sinners crying out for God’s salva-
tion, then certainly tbere the Holy Spirit is
at work. Secondly, there is the work of the
Gospel, ‘‘And gather us from among the
heathen,” The Gospel is sent, not to gather
up the whole fallen family, but to gather
out from among the heathen the chosen seed,
redeemed vessels of mercy. And, unless this
gathering work by the Gospel goes on, our
churches must decline. O, brethren, may
we so faithfully preach the Gospel; may the
Spirit of God so effectually work by the
Gospel ; may the Church so watch and plead
for souls, that there may be a large ingather-
ing of sinners to Christ. Should we not
hold united and special meetings for prayer
for this one great part of the work—ecrying
out, *‘ Let thy work appear unto thy ser-
vants.” Thirdly, look at the Church’s work,
it is thus expressed, *to give thanks unto
thy Holy Name.’ Where the Lord has
given a faithfu! minister of his own Gogﬁl ;
where that ministry is honoured of ,
should not the church give thanks unto
Christ’s most, Holy Name?  Ab, if this
giving of thanks was more in happy exercise,
and murmuring less allowed, surely the in-
gatherings would be more frequent. Last
of all there is the closing work of the depart-
ing saints, they triumph in ¢ Jehovah’s
praise.” e

Mr. Bennett, of Pimlico, addressed the
meeting in a mellow and saered spirit upon
the Path of Life. We noticed the people re-
ceived the exposition with great attention.
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Mr. J. 8. Anderson, on the Tree of Life,
travelled from the garden of Eden, through
the patriarchal and prophetie symbols, right
down to the Patmos qievelation, and even up
into the Holy Jerusalem, pointing out the
spiritual riches whieh were derived from that

lant of Renown, which our Creator, God—
our Eternal Father hath given for the health
and healing of the nations. We thought
that in reading, in recollecting, in uniting,
and in quoting the Scriptures, Mr, Ander-
son is happily at home,

The Pastor, Mr. Rohert Bardens, said :
““About two years ago, I first came here
to supply the pulpit, not anticipating I should
stay three wecks. I believe it was God’s
doings.”” Mr. Bardens made a loving and
hearty appeal to the meeting, as regards their
state before God, expressing how much his
heart yearned for the ingathering of precious
souls to Jesus. .

Mr. Ponsford closed with prayer another
blessed season ; and on the following Thursday
evening, Mr. Bardenspreached and baptized.
The Church is growing, the Lord is glorified.

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

Not a very grand but really good meeting
was holden, Tuesday Feb. I1, 1873, in
Mount Zion Chapel, Stoke Newington: Mr.
R. Howard presided, and pleaded for Sunday
schools in a neat, pleasing, and effective
spirit. Mr. Weight read a cheering report ;
and the children sung sweetly, evidently
well-trained by their devoted superintendent.
C. W. Banks said to carry on our schools
successfully we require earnest men, suffi-
cient means, intelligent and willing minds,
and a kind, winning manner. Are there no

ood men in the neighbourhood of Stoke

ewington who would gratefully work
for the Lord, and for the benefit of tZe rising
race, hy turning in to help brother Weight
and his friends to raise up a useful school
there? Mr. Geo. Wehb, the happy Baptist
pastor of Camden Town deliveretr an address
full of love and truth, which encouraged the
people greatly. Our brother G. Webb, gave
us a solid and blessed sermon on the Sunday
morning, for which we thank the Lord, and
His servant too. Mr. John Wheeler, who is
about to settle at Sudbury, expressed his hope
that the Lord would incline the heart of his
brother, R. Howard, to take the pastorate at
Mount Zion, and prayed the blessingMof
Heaven might rest upon his ministry. r.
Ryder opened the meeting with prayer, and
closed it with a short discourse. Thus ended
one of those seasons which help us on our
way ; and is sometimes found by

ONE WHO WAS THERE.

WEST HAM BAPTIST CHAPEL.—A
tea and puhlic meeting was held on Tuesday,
February 4th, to commemorate the opening
of a Sahbath School in connection with the
above place of worship. The pastor, Mr,
W, Bracher, opened the mesting, ohserving
that after many desires to see a schoool, pre-
vented only by circumstances over which
they had no control, he was at last gratified
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to see his wishes carried out. During his
16 ycars pastorate the removal of the deht on
the building, together with the purchase of
the entire frechold, had heen accomplished.
They had lately added a gallery and other
conveniences at considerable expensc. The
school was opened on the 12th ult. with 35
scholars, incrensing to nearly 50, being a
rlensmg result,  Many kind friends had
1elpgd on the good work in a pecuniary way,
bf'.glfts of 50 Bibles and hymn books for the
children, the same friends giving a donation
towards the purchase of a scholars’ lihrary.—
Lively uscful and congratulatory addrésses
were delivered by Messrs. Anderson, Meeres,
Flack, Griffith, Gray, and Brown, of Dept-
ford, London, Bermondsey, and Forest Lane,
and the children sang several hymns very
creditably, they having had but brief rehear-
sals; A goodly number gathered at the tea,
and the collection was very encouraging,
seeing many friends were prevented from
being present owing to the unfavorable
weather.

SURREY TABERNACLE.—The first
Sunday in February, Mr. Thomas Jones was
the preacher ; it wasa most inclement morn-
ing ; the snow had fallen heavy and fast
during the night and morning, and many
persons were unable to get out; in fact our
good brother Jones got weather bound, and did
not reach us until after theservice began. We
were exceedingly pleased to see him looking
so well when he did arrive; the people ¢ heard
the Word gladly *’ as delivered by our loving,
amiable, kind and generous brother. If all
our ministers had the same loving spirit,
the same happy disposition, the same deter-
mination to do the Master’s work in the
Master’s spirit, as our friend has, what a
happy body we should be; he is the very

ersonification of Christian love, and benevo-
ence. The next Sunday Mr. Godwin came
again ““ without any heads and tails;” but 1
must not say anything this time about him.
The third Sunday we had another clergyman
of the Church of England, Mr. (or the Rev.)
James Battersby, perpetual curate of St.
Simons, Sheffield. I believe, Mr. Editor,
you once had ncrve emough to publish a
small pamphlet entitled ‘“Ten Reasons in
Favour of Church and State.” That certainly
was a bold step for one holding the double
position of a Strict Baptist pastor, and an
editor of a magazine representing such
Churches to take. I think some of your
‘“brethren were sore wrath with you ;’ and
you were beaten with many stripes for telling
what you believed was the truth. One of
the arguments in that tract was the sound
doctrine of the Church of England; and
another reason why you could not *“ pull her
down ” was the many good and graeious
men that had from time to time been found
in her midst. Dr. Hawker, Watts, Wilkin-
son, and many others of sweet memory. Well
we have had another good and great preacher
who is a Church of England clergyman at
the Tabernacle, this Mr. Battersby. He is
a man of large wind ; of bold, but hecomiug
manner; a man evidently well versed in
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the seripture ; and for expounding and ex-
laining the Word his mind seemed unlim-
ited, and his matter exceedingly pointed and
spiritual. I make no hesitation in aaf'ing, he
is the best preacher that has yet supplied the
pulpit at the Tabernacle. It is somewhat
singular, but the truth is, the threc most
acceptable preachers have heen clergymen ot
the Church of England ; Mr. Rolliston, Mr.
Bradbury, and Mr. Battersby. But we are
in sorrow; death has visited us again; and
this time our brother Butt is taken home.
MR. H. F. GRIFFIN, AND THE
CHURCHES IN CANADA.

“ The Canadian Baptist”’ of Jan. 30,
1873, gives the following :—Scotland. On
Wednesday evening, the 15th,a very large
donation party assembled at the parsonage to
welcorne to his new home their pastor, the
Rev. H. F. Griffin. After filling the cellar,
pantry, and wood yard with every necessary
to theamount of over 80 dols. they took tea,
every one appearing to overflow with good
feeling the one to the other. Deacon Isaac
Merritt arose and addressed Brother Griftin
in a few feeling and touching words, wishing
both for him and the church all the rich bless-
ings of a kind and covenant God. In reply,
Brother Griffin said :

¢¢ 1 feel deeply, moredeeply than I can ex-
press, my position to-night. I came to this
country a perfect stranger, with many fears
and great anxieties, yet, from the moment I
first make myselfknown to Brother Stewart,
of Toronto, to the present, I have met
with nothing but kindness and considera-
tion. I never can forget that, though I am
an Englishman, yet that I can claim very
near relation to this great people, seeing that
British hlood flows in almost its veins.
trust that the two nations may long continue
hand in hand labouring for the good of our
common humanity. I rejoice in the great
respect I find paid by almost all classes to the
religion of Jesus Christ, for sure I am, that a
nation is only great in proportion to the depth
and sincerity of her religious principles. May
our union be long and lasting, and may many
souls be won tothe Saviour’s kingdom. I
thank you for this very practical evidence of
your good feeling. 1 accept it not as charity,
but as the free-will offering of a loving and
devoted people.”

The Canadian Baptist churches report

eat progress:—they appear to have the
thingswe need, heavenly revivals;—ingather-
ings of souls:—and UNITED EFFORTS for
the spread of the Gospel. Wec have quotations
to make; from which our people will draw
their own conclusions ; we must contess the
Sﬁirit of life and love exhibited by them is
cheering to our almost frozen and isolated
heart.

NOTTING-HILL GATE —The early
spring services in Johnson-street chapel, were
February 16 and 18. Discourses were de-
livered by Messrs. G. Reynolds, Johu Hunt
Lynn, and C. W. Banks. Mr. Thomas Jones
presided over the public meeting, in the ab-
sence of the announced Chairman, T. M.
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Whittaker, Esq., who was ill; which fact
threw = cloud over our gathering. We pray
the Lord to recover, and very long to spare,
our esteemed friend, Mr. Whittaker. Mr,
Robert Bardens gave us a sweet openiug of
the Source of the Church’s Salvation. r.
Lynn defined the Righteousnass of the Church
iu Jesus. Mr. P. W. Williamson presented
to view the sanctification or holiuess of be-
lievers in Jesus with much ability and clear-
ness. C. W, Banks said a few words on Re-
demption. At Silver Strect Baptist Chapel
Mr. R. G. Edwards is preachiug with pleas-
ing hope of raising up the cause which during
Mr. Crumpton’s illness rather declined. Not-
ting-hill does not appear a very fruitful soil
for Strict Baptist (E,hurches. Mr. Henry
Varley’s Tabernacle, and all his mission work,
goes forth suceessfully. Mr. G. W. Lewis
has a flourishing institution. Mr. Saphir, a
converted Jew, is gathering multitudes.
The different churches, episcopal and congre-
gational are largely and tashionably attended.
Notting-hill must not be written down an ir-
religious district ; thousands upon thousands
attend the means of grace ; but, in no part of
London, are the Strict Baptists less encou-
raged than they are in those immense locali-
ties called Bayswater, Kensington, Hammer-
smith, Brompton, and their surroundings.
The church which Mr. MeCure left at Relio-
both, Princes Row, Pimlico, is surely blessed
of the Lord. We spent one Sunday evening
with them ; the place was crowded ; the spirit
of holy devotion appeared to run through the
people ; and we felt near the gate of heaven ;
Mr. Bennett, at Carmel, Pimlico, also, pro-
gresses ; therefore, in the midst of those gi-
wantic western suburbs, the Lord has His
witnesses, and the Gospel is preached.

CAVENDISH, SUFFOLK—The first
public tea meeting ever held in Baptist Chapel,
Cavendish, took place on New Year’s Eve.
Many friends sat down to a good tea, well
served by the ladies, who are friends of the
cause. The occasion ot this meeting was to
re-open the chapel, after being closed for alte-
rations, which alterations have been justly
approved by many. A nice platform has
taken the place of a narrow wooden box called
a pulpit. Great praise is due to our highly
esteemed brother, R. Page, through whose
ingenuity and industry the change has been
effected. After tea, our public meeting was
well attended. Mr. R. Page took the chair.
Brother Copsy engaged in prayer ; the chair-
man gave an address relating the leading cir-
cumstances that had attended that place of
worship for the last thirteen years ; his address
was listened to with great attention. Divine
service is held here on Lord’s-day evenings
and Tuesday evenings; the greater part of
the attendants are members and friends of
Clare and Glemsford Baptist causes, who re-
side in Cavendish. The services are now prin-
cipally conducted by brother Page, whose
Leart and lips the Holy Spirit has opened to
testify of the Gospel of the grace of God : that
his testimony may be owned for great good,
is the prayer of many saints. After the
cliairman’s address, brother Kewp, of Glems-
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ford, gave us an nddress full of good wishes

aud good couneil; brother G. Firbank, of

Cavendish,—whose labours in the singing de-

partment and in the prayer meeting are very

serviceable—gave us an address upon the dis-
couragements and the encouragements which
he had wituessed since his connection with
the cause; then brother Wilson, of Clare,
gave us a specch upon Place and Time. Res-
pecting the place he said there was much that
was pleasing and suggestive ; the purpose for
which it was sct apart was pleasing—God’s
glory and His people’s henefit; the improve-
ment recently ectfected was pleasing; the
Divine presence enjoyed in it was pleasing—
the uniou so yisible among the people ; ’twas
pleasing to sec members from the tEree afore-
named causes all as onc.  The place and
mecting was not only pleasing, butsuggestive ;
the place having only one door reminded him
of only one door into heaven, which was

Christ ; of the Church visible, only one door

which was baptism ; the people assembled were

suggestive—three in one—three causes joined
into one assembly reminds us of the Trinity,

Three in One, One in Three. Respecting

time, the speaker said it being New Year’s

Eve he would bring their attention to some

of the interesting eventides named in the

Bible. A desire, after the close of the meet-

ing, was expresscd by brother Kemp that the

address could have been taken down by a re-
porter, thinking that othersmight beinterested

thereby. The meeting bein%l brought to a

close by singing and prayer, the happy people

expressed a wish that the meeting might con-
tinue till midnight ; others said it was the best
meeting they ever attended; the sweetness
enjoyed that night will be long remembered
by many. That the God of all comfort may
bless the people with many more such enjoy~
ments, is the prayer of—ONE “WHO Was

THERE.

[We do rejoice to lind brother Page is in the
ood work. When a transparent, genuine
hristian man can stand up in his own vil-

lage, and preach Christ to his neighbours,
there must be a blessing.—ED.]

EBENEZER OF PRAISE.

[The following lines were composed by brother
G. White, of Woolwich ; and were read at
the annual meeting of the church and con-
gregation, in St. James’s Place, Plumstead.
Pastor—Mr. J. Warren.]

Another year has gone its round,

Yet we, a little band are found,
Thankful past mercies to review,

And raise our Ebenezer too.

God has been pleased our souls to bless,
He crowns usg]ere with much success;
Seals to the ministry He has given;
And angels have rejoiced in heaven.,

To see some wanderers return ;

To see somc heirs of Glory born ;

Well may they strike their golden lyre,
And tune thetr harps with holy fire.
And shall we not rejoice to see,

This church arise ?—in love agree ?
And help cach other on the road,

That leads to heaven : that leads to God !
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PULPIT PRESCRIPTIONS. No. 1.

Kind Joseph Wortley, as the Lord hath set
thy heart and soul on Himselt, and on His
}vortkh, I?tnme' intreat thee to pray earnestly
or the following, among m ings
moedfl. -5 g many things, most

1. _Prny for the silent habit of clear, con-
secutive THINKING. Go into the work of
thinking with all thy might. Let not tatt-
ling, and empti{ talk, absorb thy time and
mind ; but, secluded from the world, think
upon His name.

2 WALK wiTH THE LORD; talk much
with Him, and with thine own soul also. Aim
to_realize that high tone of mental and
spiritual business the Psalmist describeth,
whare he says, ‘“My meditation of Him
shall be sweet.”

This happy conclusion of the Psalmist's
was the result of twu previous exercises;
and these you must well ponder over, and
practice too. The first is in the nineteenth
Psalm—*“ Let the words of my mouth, and
the meditation of my heart be acceptable in
Thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my Re-
deemer.””  There is his prayer, that all his
heart thinking, and all his public speaking
réxri%ht be acceptable in the sight of a holy

od.

Then, in the forty~ninth Psalm, our glori-
ous Lord, in the spirit of prophecy, gives us
the blessed pattern. He says, “ My mouth
shall speak of wisdom, and the meditation of
my heart shall be of understanding.”” The
heart must be enabled to dive deep into the
mysteries of Divine Revelation ; or, like some
we know, the talker is a mere rg-peater
of himsclf, and of some theological outlines
he has picked up, and worn threadbare a long
time since. You must have the prayer, thc
pattern, and the prophecy together, then the
people will PROVE the truth of your dis-
courses; and, as one said to me, “you have
not been in the chapel at all to-day; only
your MASTER has been here.”” Like Arthur
Cleaveland Cox, may we cry out—

¢ Give me, Thou glorlous Lamb of God,

Daily to walk where Thou hast trod,

Axnd in adoring rapture grow,

As in Thy lowly steps I go.

Give me to ponder, more and more,

Thy words, and Thy example’s lorc,

That walking here, my God, with Thee,

Still as my days my strength shall be.”
Secondly, I will exhort you to wrestle bard for
a rich Freshness of Soul, by the incomings
of the opcned Word by the Holy Ghost. This
has been a marvellous bIessin(l;; to me for many
years ; that word Jesus spake lins been realized
—it shall he in you as a well of water,
springing up into eternal lite.””  To be
anointed with * fresh oil” is so rich and
blessed.

Thirdly, for a Fulness of Mental Power :

Tourthly, for 2 Happy I'reedom of Speech ,

And fifthly, for the felicity of faith in, and
fellowship with the Lord. These are quallfi-
cations for the ministry no man sent of God
can do without. That many run without
them, and consequently fall and fail, is lament-
ably true.

I cannot in this note define the three last-
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mentioned blessings ; look for it the next time
you hear from your friend, C. W. BANKS.

LEICESTER.—The late Mr. Chamber-
lain’s chapel is & commodious and comfortahle
place to worship God in, but it isnearly empty.
Pheebe Brown’s little hymn is suitable for
the people there. She says:—

‘0 Lord, Thy work revive
In Zion’s gloomy hour;
And make her dying graces live
By Thy restoring pow:r.
Lord ! lend Thy gracious ear;
Oh, listen to our cry!
O come, and bring salvation here!
Our hopes on Thee rcly.’
It the chapels of truth in Leicester are getting
5o empty, why do not the ministers and be-
lieving people meet together, and, in praver
to our Great High Priest, and in practical
efforts to carry the Gospel out to the masses,
co-operate as the heart and hand of onc man ?
Nay ; they will not do this. The late Mr.
Chamberlain, of blessed memory, would lock
his pulpit up when he left home; excluding
everybody from that sacred place. Paul
would not have done that. When ministers
stand as popes and - as severe judges, their
causes are sure to fail. It is said, ‘‘ Mr.
Hazlerigg gets all the people.” We do not
believe it. At any rate, the exclusion of all
means to spread Christ’s gospel always has
been followed by a winter of desolation. Let
the bitter and the bigoted beware.

CHELTENHAM—Bethel Chapel, Febru-~
ary 11, a lecture was delivered to a large au-
dience by Rev. 8. A. Walker, of St. Mary’s-
le-port, under the presidency of H. J. Wil-
mott, Esq. The lecturer expressed his opinion
that the question of Romanism and Ritualism
would tend tobind them togetheras Christians,
and that it was a subject which required
great consideration, and attention from them.
He related his experiences of Rome some few
years ago, showing the absurdities there prac-
tised. In Rome he said there were 366

| churches for between two and three hundred

thousand people. Ten thousand of these are
priests, and forty thousand in some way con-
nected with the church. At the time the
lecturer was in Rome there was no such
thing as a Protestant church, and he related
the troubles which befel Mr. Lewis, a Presby-
terian who held services in his housc. He
pointed out that everything was donc to show
the holiness of the city, and said that at every
corner the visitor was sure to meet friars who
prescnt a most disreputable appearance. At
the close the lecturer asked his hearers to con-
sider their privileges, especially of having a
full, free, and everlasting Gospel preached to
them by their minister, and other ministers
of the Gospel, and join against Rome’s aims,
and take the Gospel for their standard. At
the conelusion, a collection was made in aid of
improving the chapel, &c., the amount alto-
gether, with donations promised, including
£5 from the chairman, amounted to about
£35. Will friends help? Contributions re-
ceived by Mr. J. FrLory,
Cheltenham.
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MR. JOHUN BUNYAN McCURE AT
CAMBRIDGE.

{Miss Esther Favell, a long stauding and
honourable Member of %ohnson Street
Baptist Church, Notting Hill, has given us
aletter from her brother, Mr. Joseph Favell,
n most cstcemed deacon of Eden, Cam-
!)rxd]ge, from which we quote the follow-
ing]:—

““ You will be wondering how we are get-
ting on with our new Minister, Mr. J. B.
MeCure. I do not know if you have heard
kim, but if you have, you could not fail to
observe his loving spirit; he appears just the
man for us: we have been racked by dissen-
tions ; he comes with the Gospel of peace, and
speaks words of peace and loveto us; it seemns
like oil upon the troubled waters; it calms
the troubled surges. Verily, like Zion of old,
we passed through firc and water, but the
Lord has brought usinto a wealthy place.
Yes, our minister is a man of truth; he is
blessed with much freedom and ability to de-
clare that truth; and having had a liberal
cducation, he sets it before the people in an
intelligible ;manner. The congregations are
cxcellent; the Word is blessed to many;
several have migrated from other Churches,
and one is now waiting for baptism ; shc has
given a pleasing testimony of the Lord bless-
ing the Word to her own soul; may this be
but as the drops before the coming shower!
May the Holy Ghost from whom the life and
vitality of the Church proceeds, descend in all
his quickening and life-giving power, that
therc may be a great shaking amongst the
dry bones of Israel, so that many shall flock to
Zion, as doves to their windows.

I must tell you our dear minister, although
he declares unto us that which he has received
of the Lord most energetically and earnestly,
is stll, very far trom being strong ; he has
served us in much weakness of body ; and
his nervous system has received such a
severe shock, that I fear it will take a long
time before it regains its equilibrium.

No doubt you have the acconnt of the re-
cognition services; the oldest amongst us
does not remember such a gathering; the
aisles and pews were crowded. QOur Pastor
gave us an outline of the Lord’s dealings with
him in providence, in grace, and respeetin
lis call to the ministry. We had a capit
chairman in Mr. Thomas Jones. It would
have done your soul good to have seen our
senior deacon of 83 summers give our dear
pastor the right hand of fellowship in the
name of the Church, It put meso muchin
mind of good old Simeon with the infant
Saviour in His arms, saying—* Now, Lord
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for
mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” The
Chureh he had lived to sec just emerged fiom
her troubles in the settlement of a man of
truth ; and now he seemed willing, yea, wait-
ing todepart. It wasa sweet, asolemn, and
an impressive season; and many found it
good to be there.

May that peace that now attends us con-
tinue ; may the God of peace abide with us.

The Lord bless you with much of his pre-
sence ; and those in Chureh Communion with
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you ; and when you enjoy nearness and pre-
cious communion with your risen and ascen-
ded Lord, remember mie. Your nffectionate
brother, JosurH FAVELL.

ORPINGTON, KENT.—Ludgate Hill,
Monday, December 9, 1872.—In a semi-tun-
nel, waiting until the lords of the iron-line,
and the kind providenee of God, tnke me to
St. Mary’s Cray, for Orpington, where I am
to speak twice this day, and collect for dear

astor Willoughby, if the people have any
wels of compassion for a beloved minister
of Christ who ‘‘did his best’’ to serve the
church while health and strength continued ;
But now at anchor lald,
He 1s sometimes afraid
Lest after all—
When God shall call—
‘ Fonnd wanting > he shall be.
Such fears our souls will try
Until we come to die;
Then, bidding all good-bye,
Mercy will take ns high
Above the reach of all
That now doth us befall
In these lowlands of sin.
All day yesterday I was in Jericho; there I
had a glimpse of the mystery of faith-—the
mystery of Jericho, and the mystery of Ra-
bab; but these views I hope will become
brighter in some other pages. Now we are
off to Orpington ; what there awaiteth me I
may record another day.

Tuesday, December 10, 1872.—Yesterday
I found the cottage in Mary Cray where dear
Willoughby lays in his bed under affliction.
Had some quiet converse with him; then
went to Bethesda, There I fonnd that dove-
like brother Thomas Whittle. He read, ex-
pounded, and prayed. I preached twice, had
solemn feelings in prayer in the evening.
After service walked to brother Willoughby’s
again. Had liberty in prayer by his bed-side.
He told me the last text he preached from was
‘“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing
precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing hissheaves with him.”’
Brother Sales and I left him in peace. Qur
services were pleasant, and some little help
was afforded our brother Willoughby. Kind
brother Whittle made a little collection for
hiin too. It did rejoice my heart to sce
CHARITY out on her walks. 1 think she is
the most lovely of all heaven’s delightful
family. After all was over, I started for
home, and reached it safely, by walking,
waiting, and rail-riding at 12.30 this morn-
ing; s0 on Monday I was favoured to work
about sixteen hours: is this what the gentle-
men clergy call being  Mondayish 7”7 The
little churches around here are spoken well
of. Brother Ballard, of Farnborough, is be-
coming quite a bishop—they are building for
him a little palace. Brother Clinch, at Down,
is doing well, growing and progressing ;
mereies attend his path,

IVINGHOE. — The late Mr. R. Searle
was baptised by Mr. Collycr, the long known
and much csteemed pastor of the Baptist
Church at Irvinghoe, Eucks. “Muny days
have past since then !”’
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EATON BRAY.—Providence Baptist
Chiapel.—Dear Brother Banks,—I beg to in-
form you of the death of our dearly beloved
agtor, Mr. William Yeulet, of Winslow.

e fell asleep in Jesus, Sunday morning,
February 16th, 1873, aged 33 years. Our
loss was his gain, He was interred in Win-
slow churchyard, February 20th. The deacons
and several friends followed him to the grave.
Mr, Yeulet took the pastorate at Eaton Bray,
August 1st, 1869, and continued to January
26th, 1873. Hewasa talented and deep taught
¥oung man, strong in mind, straight in truth,
ar beyond his age in christian experience,
altogether qualified for the ministry, but he
laboured under great weakness of body. The
words of Toplady were often quoted by him : —

¥ Rock of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide mysclf in Thee.”
It pleased the Lord in a measure to bless his
labours, to. the salvation of precious souls.
During his time he baptized twelve, and
they now walk honourably in their profession.
We believe the fruit of the grace of God is
sown in the hearts of several more. They are
like mourning doves; they are hovering a-
bout our tabernacle, and have an anxious
desire to live and die with the people of God ;
but, like Mr. Fearing, they fear to presume.
We pray the Lord to take away this obstacle,
and with his love constrain bis little ones to
come forward and say with the Psalmist of old :
“Come and hear all ye that fear the Lord,
and I will tell you what he hath done for my
soul.”” We are now walking under the dark
cloud of sorrow, and are now like a flock of
sheep without an under shepherd to go in and
out amongst us.—ONE OF THE FRIENDS
AND A LoVvER OF TRUTH.

[We sincerely pray that the hereaved and

much honoured church may soon have

another God-sent minister and pastor. ]

NORWOOD.—A new baptist cause is
rising in this fashionable southern suburb.
A generous invite has been given to Mr.
Pung to settle with them as pastor; but,
whether he ean leave his mueh-loved charge
at Cottenham, is a serious question. If he
cannot, we anxiously desire for the pood
Norwood friends a pastor worthy of the posi-
tion they so much wish to be occupied. A
gifted and Godfearing minister of Christ
would here find an extensive and useful
sphere of blessed labour. But, where to find
these well-qualified servants of God, is the
diffieulty our Churches have to contend witli.

HERTFORD.—“ An Old Friend” says,
“ R. Bowles, pastor of Ebenezer Church has
been cheered by a handsome present from his
people ; and, after several years ministry is
still upheld with hopeful prospects for the
future. Our neighbours at Ware are not so
abundant in ingatherings as we could desire ;
still they hold on in the truth. Do you
know, we consider our Ebenezer Church at
Hertford was planted in 1773, hence we are
one hundred years old this year. Of our cen-
tenary anniversary you may hear more yet.
—[We hope we may.—ED.]
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HAYES TABERNACLE.—*“ A" Stlent
Observer”’ says, Hayes Tabernacle presented
a most pleasing sight on Friday, January
10, 1873. It was the day for distributing the
gifts and prizes to the Sunday school children
and on that occasion mnearly 230 boys and
girls assembled. A party of the youngest
met early in the afternoon, and the elder
boys and girls in the latter part of the after-
noon. From a Christmas tree; and a table
well loaded, were distributed articles of
comfort, of clothing, and of every kind of
interest, and use,with books, Bibles, &c., &ec.
These presents had all been provided by the
friends who take a lively and untiring
interest in the temporal andyspiritual welfare
of the people; and of the causes of God
and truth at Hayes Tabernacle. It was a
sight enough to make any one weep for joy to
see and hear the beloved pastor Bardens and
the friends, talking to and encouraging the
children, to whom were given ({besides all
the valuable articles), nearly 200 bags of
nuts, oranges, &c. Words of caution, of
comment, and of sound christian exhortation
were administered ; with simple fervent
prayer that a divine blessing might attend
the whole service, which was supplemented by
a bountiful tea and sweet singing. The death
of one dear little scholar at the time rather
solemnised the gathering.

HAMPSTEAD—DEAR BROTHER,—OQur
highly esteemed brother Trotman, many years
deacon of the haptized church of Christ, Ebe-
nezer Chapel, Hampstead, having died sud-
denly, February 13, 1873, his eldest son re-
quests me to send you the following for in-
sertion.—** My honoured father has left off
praying and has commenced praising. For
a very long time his soul was founded on the
Rock of Ages, and his constant petition was,

¢ Rock of Ages shelter me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.
Now he has climbed the mount, and is behold-
ing the glory! The Lord be praised.” May
our God raise up many more such solid and
judicious officers in Zion !'—JouHN DIixow.

BROADSTAIRS — Peace and internal
happiuess experienced in the church here dur-
ing 1872 is, we hope, an indication of more
special blessing. ¢ had no seat rents, col-
lections, or salary during the year; and yet
the pastor was supported, and the usual ex-
penses met without the least uncomfortable-
ness about money. Our trust is in God.
‘¢ Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.” We
are sneercd at, and designated the Fevourced
Few—The Elect, etc. We want to repnir
our chapel for the coming watering senson—
Who will help us?

STURRY near CANTERBURY.—Our
afflicted brother, Samuel Foster, writes to an-
nounce the death of that steady and earnest
triend to Christ’s gospel, Mr. Fulforth, well
known to many of the Lord’s servants.  Of
bis life and peaceful end we desire to give a
true report.
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MR. J. S. ANDERSON, MINISTER OF:
ZION CHAPEL, DEPTFORD.

[Some few vears since, I was preaching at
Woodford, in Essex. Betfore the afternoon ser-
vice commenced, an Independent Minister
came into the room, and rather abruptly asked,
“Are you Mr. C. W. Banks?” Yes sir.
“ You are a Baptist, T belicve?””  Yes sir.
“ Ah !>’ sald he, ¢ you Baptists are mostly
made up of two classes ; the one I ecall mud-
larks, the other sky-scrapers.” 1 admitted
there might be some dreadfully deep men,
who dwell principally on internal dark ex-
periences, who justified his remark; and
there have been others who soar—or have
tried to soar—with abstruse theories ; making
their supposed knowledge to be a standard
or test of every man’s faith ; but, I confessed
I had no svmpathy with these hyper, extreme
men. In the report I gave of Mr. Anderson’s
meeting, I simply aimed to show that he was
neither a mud-lark. nor a sky-seraper ; but,
a faithful, honourable, and useful iminister of
the Gospel. I ask that my report be care-
fully read again. The following note would
imply that my kind intention has been mis-
understood. But, wherein I have sinned I
cannot yet discover. The Earthen Vessel
was the only Monthly that unoticed the
meeting at all. I gave what 1 felt tobea
fair review; and am grieved to find it has
been wrongly construed.—ED.]

To the Editor of the Earthen Vessel.

DEAR S1r,—In your report of the meet-
ing held in Zion Chapel, on Tuesday, January
7th, T am much surprised to find it stated
that ““ Mr. Anderson (the pastor) is not ex-
tremely deep in experience, certainly; not
extremely high in doctrine,” &e. This is
quite a mistake. There is nothing at all am-
biguous in Mr. Anderson’s sermons. Our
esteemed minister most certainly does preach
* The Truth in its fulness;’’ and heis as
deeply experimental in his pulpit teachings
as indeed was the Great Apostle to the Gen-
tiles, and our great joy is that we see in him,
(Mr. Anderson) ““a good minister of Jesus
Christ,”” and certainly one whom Paul him-
self would have designated, * A workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divi-
ding the word ot Truth.” My Dear Sir,
what more do you want?* Hoping you
will ind room in your next issue for these
few lines, I remain, dear sir, yours faithfully,

F. LoNDON,
+In other words, I have said the same as Mr.
London ; and I really  want no rore.”

HERTFORD—Ebenezer chapel : the an-
nual meeting of the members and friends of
the above cause was held January 29, Mr.
Bowles, the pastor, Mr, Sampford, of Ware,
and other friends addressed the meeting. In
the course of the evening a purse containing
£17 was presented to the pastor, Mr. Bowles,
expressive of their high esteem and appreci-
ation of bis labours, Five were received into
the ehurch on Lord’s-day, February 2. Peace
prevails, and refreshing seasons are enjoyed.
God be praiscd.
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LINCOLNSHIRB—At Burgh-le-Mnrsh,
on January 14th, 1873, a new schoolroom
was osmeued in conncetion with the Baptist
Chapel, when three sermons were delivererld
by Mr. Briscoe. A number of friends as-
sembled, and a profitable time was spent ;
excellent tea was provided by the Iadies.
It was gratifying to the honoured pastor .
(Mr, Newbold), to his worthy deacons, and
to all thatlove the Lord, to witness the peace
and general good feeling that was displayed
by the vast assemblage. The friends at
Burgh have long felt the need of a sepnrate
room for the éabhnth school, which they
have for several years held in the chapel ; and
although somewhat inconvenient it has been
made a blessing to many children. Through
Divine merey, the writer can testify of his
personal advantage, by attending that in-
struction many years ago; and would say to
the teachers, ‘“‘Be not weary in well doing.”
Since I have been a Sunday School teacher,
I have found there are many things to annoy ;
much self denial is required ; still, it is good
for the soul to be thus engaged. I hopethis
field of labour, which our Brother Newhold,
has entered upon, may be a fruitful one;
that he may be the means, in the hand of the
Lord, of bringing many precious souls to a
saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ,
for that is his desire. The improved state of
the Church (when compared with what it was
for some years past) is an unmistakable sign
that his coming to Burgh was ot the Lord,
therefore let us praise our God, who removeth
the candlesticks according to His own plea-
sure. Burgh has been favoured with hlessed
men in its day : good old Benjamin Joseph
Bull was for many years the successful pas-
tor, and is buried near the door.—JosSEPH.
[This Baptist cause has existed over 200

years. ]

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE—The whole af-
fair is in every sense so dangerous, we have
looked at it with terror. The only word we
have, as yet, is, ‘ What agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God ; as God hath said,
I will dwell in them, and walk in them ; and
I will be their God, and they shall be my peo-
ple. 'Wherefore, COME 0UT from among
them, and be ye SKPARATE, saith the Lord ;
and TOUCH NOT the unclean thing; and
I will receive you.” There are only three
classes of characters in this world :—1. Those
who always walk away from God. 2. Those
who ProFESss to walk with Him, yet turn
aside to their crooked ways.. 3. Those who
walk uprightly, see Psalm Ixxxiv. and exxv.

WEST END, TRING.—Brother Baker is
happy in the gospel, here; but the church
desires to remove their debt off, and if any
sister churches would lend our minister,
Arthur Baker, their chapel, to deliver his
lecture on his life as a soldier, as 2 converted
sinper, and as a minister, it might benefit
the churches; — befriend him, and help us
off with our burden.—[We think this a good
suggostion.——13d. ]
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HALLING, near ROCHESTER.—Br.
Bnnks,—Cannot something be done to as-
sist little causes of truth? I have for four
vears horne a henvy burden, as regards God’s
cause here. I have tried hard to obtain suit-
able preachers; I have failed, Standing
nlone, as I do, with a young church, in a
population of 2,000 souls, it grieves my heart
to close, after labouring so long for the good
of the people; but my means tell me we
cannot hold out much longer. At times my
God declares He will provide. Is there not
a man, or men, to be found with a little of
this-world’s goods, that could come and speak
in His dear name, trusting wholly in God to

rovide ? We are willing to do all we can.
f a man could be found that has part of a
living coming in, I doubt not a good cause
might be raised here.
W. G. RAYNER, SENR.
Halling, near Rochester, Kent.

[Halling is a Hleld for a minister who loves
Christ--who alms to win souls, Where
can such 8 man be found. ‘A man in
whom the Spirit of God is.”

READING.—A new baptist interest has
commenced at Reading, under Mr. Pearce’s
ministry, which is in fact n division from
Providence, and which we cannot look upon
with thankfulness or hope. When a minis-
ter has stood svme years with a church in a
town like Reading ; when that church has
done its utmost to comfort and help their

astor ; and when all see that under that min-
istry the kingdom of Christ is not visibly
extending ; it appears to us a serious course to
weaken & long-struggling cause by dividing its
interests. Better do as Frapk Griffin has
done—emigrate, rather than separate.
Messrs, Aickman, Burbey, and Francis Collins
have gone to the help of the new division.
If all this be of the Lord, good will come of
it tosome precious souls. Time may tell the
issue. We watch such movements with fear.
Providence church is the original, the legiti-
mate, the much-tried strict baptist cause in
that hi{g-hly important town. We are
thankful the church there issupported ; and,
at their meetings, the Lord’s presence is
renlized. We believe a pastor after God’s
own heart is in store for them.

SUDBURY.-—~Mr. E. Debnain has resign-
ed the pastorate at Ebenezer. This has been
a painful step to our brother Debnam, who
has for many years laboured in the gospel.
We trust a gracious providence has for him
another sphere of happy work. Mr. John
Wheeler, a native of Sudbury, is expected to
scttle over the chureh at Ebenezer—may
the Lord make him even more successful than
he was at Sible Hedingham,—which church
he left, to the sorrow of many. During the
five years Mr, John Wheeler has resided in
London, he has been constantly employed in
serving churches in different parts ; and very

ladly have the people heard him. He has
glereby learned much and is well fitted for a
pastorate where truth, love, and unity abound.
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CHATHAM.—On Feb 10th and 11th, Mr.
George Reynolds, of Stepncy, delivered two
intercsting lectures in Enon chapel. Suhject
on Monday was ‘ The Aucient British
Church ; or, Where was Protestantism he-
fore Luther?””  Mr. Reynolds uoticed, 1st,
the original inhabitants of Ancient Britain;
2nd, the introduction of Christianity into
Britain, in the 1st century ; 3rd, the evidence
of the existence of a church in Britain for
the first twelve centuries; 4th, the distinc-
tion between the Ancient British Christians,
and the Anglo Saxon converts ; 5th, that the
doctrines, ordinances, and order of ehurch
government in the early church was in
accordance with the teaching of the apostles,
and as now held hy the particular baptists.
The subject on Tuesday was, ‘ The Nature,
Designs, and Effects of Popery.” The chair
was taken by W, F. Edgerton, pastor, whose
ministry is owned and blest of the Lord, in
the conversion of sinners, and the comforting
of God’s people. OMICRON.
[We are persuaded, if these lectures could be

delivered by Mr. Reynolds in all our

chapels, with God’s blessing, they would
not only promote the highest interests ot
the nation, but the hearts of all our

Strict Baptist ministers, and members

would be powerfully confirmed.—Ed.]

NORTHAMPTON. —Mr. Editor, — In
answer to the question, * What has become
of the new chapel built by Mr. Leach, and
opened by Mr. Philpot ?’’ first, correcting a
mistake, the chapel was opened by Mr,
Wells and Mr. Bloomfield. Mr. Wells
preached two excellent sermons (which were
published in a double number of the Surrey
Tabernacle Pulpit, 400 copies of which
were disposed of by me). Mr. Philpof preach-
ed one of the Anniversary sermons two years
afterwards. For nearly eight years after my
leaving the town, the pulpit was occupied
by supplies. In the Spring of 1871, Mr,
Shelton, of Ely, received and accepted a call
to the pastorate ; but after a few months some
persons became dissatisfied, left the chapel,
and opened 2 room in the Corn Exchange.
It would not be treating a brother fairly, did
I not add upon the authority of a former
deacon, whose judgment is to me satisfactory,
that Mr. Shelton is 8 man of God, and one
decided for the truth, so that visitors to the
town will find the trumpet gives no uncertain
sound at Providence Chapel, Abington-street.
Should your correspondent desire any further
information, I have no doubt he will be sup-
plied with it by writingto Mr. Stroulger,
Victoria-street, Northampton.— Yours truly,

Swavesey, Cambs. W. Leacir.

SUTTON-AT-HONE.—For many years
Mr. J. Neville has been preaching the news
of salvation by the free mercy of God, to
many sinners and saints in Sutton-at-Houe.
The dear pastor is uow laid down in afflic-
tion. We pray that he may be restored.
Our deacon, Mr. James, has visited him, and
supplied the pulpit; he found the cause
flourishing, and the afflicted pastor ina
patient waiting the will of his Lord.
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BECCLES, SUFFOLK.—A tea meetin

g
was held at the Assembly Rooms, Beccles, on 1 Mr.

January, the 16th, to celebrate the second
year of Mr. J. Blake’s ministry in that town.
Brother Sears, of Laxfield, gave an earnest
an interesting address. He remarked
that when Mur. Blake came to Beceles he
HorED the Lord had sent him. When lLe
came to Mr. Blake’s and saw the revival
that had taken place amongst them he
THOUGHT the Lord had sent him ; but now
seeing the evident blessing and prosperity
with which God was still crowning his
gospel amongst them, he was SURE God had
sent his Brother Blake among them.
Brother Knight, of Lowestoft, in an able
speech described the working  side of
christianity. Both deacons of the church
also addressed the meeting\.[ Brother Read
(senior deacon) presented Mr. Blake with a
beautifully worked silk purse containing
sixteen sovereigns, as a new year’s offering
from an unceasingly attached people. The
attendance was very large, and the meeting
throughout of an enthusiastic character.

Hotes nfTIg-: Hronth,

NorTE AMERICA—James Facknell, of
New Jersey, is preaching the Gospel at18,
Bank street, Newark. His letter and book
lead us to believe him to be a genuine, truth-
ful, and a perfectly original minister.

HoMERTON.—Enditer says—‘ We don’t
mean to accept the resignation. See ‘Letter
to Winchester,’ and ask yourself if such a
man is to be laid aside.””—[We long to read
¢ the lion-like letter,” but at dying beds, and
much more solemn work we are now em-
ployed. We never could fight half so hard
as some.

BrookXLYN, NEW YORX.—Mr. Lee’s
letter, and query as to when we shall sail for
America, thankfully received. We areanxious
to review the churches in United States; but
we require more material. Our readers over
the Atlantic can assist us.

SwINESHEAD,—Our pastor, Mr. Haw-
king, has been much afflicted in his eyes:
we hope he will soon be healed. Brother
Jabez Whitteridge being engaged preaching
and baptizing in the country, could mnot
attend Brother Crowhurst’s anniversary.
Mr. Applegate corrects Mr. Stringer’s
meeting ; says chapel was pot full. Mrs,
Baldwin was not present,

SrBLE HEDINGHAM old Baptist Chapel
is almost deserted : how sad! Why is this ?
New Baptist Chagel has a good gospel
preacher, and we hope it will flourish. J.
Smith proclaims divine truth at Yeldham ;
and Joseph Beacock preaches Christ, the Lord,
and the sacrificial Lamb, in a large room.
So Essex is not without faithful witnesses.

CrurcH NoTEs.—Ebenezer Sunday
Sehool, Stonehouse, held meeting for parents,
teachers, and friends, in January. Pastor
Carter gave us some kind words.
Milner was not able to preside over Keppel-
street sunday school meeting, but Dr. Cooper
efficiently ﬁ{led his place; the results were

pleasing.

Mr. 8. |

| The first, a Scotch clergyman; the
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TRING.—Ebenezer Green wns buried by
Waterer, Feb. 3, 1873,—A, Bnker’s
note direetly.—We think W. M. wishes Mr.,
Burrell at Akeman street; but Watford is
his home,

KEDINGTON.—DEAR BroTuHEr,—The
business I was formerly in at Great Yeldham
was the one alluded to in your L'ebruary
number, which I have left for a smaller one
here, which, I trust, by the Lord’s help, I
shall be able to manage with the work of the
ministry as well, My ordination will take

lace shortly ; due notice will be given you.

y dear Master is blessing the word here;
some are quickened ; on Sunday week, two
were brought to the spiritual birth ; these
things lay me low at His feet, adoring His love,
grace, and mercy, to use such acontemptible
worm as an instrument in His hands, I feel
more in love with the Truth than ever. The
Lord bless you, so prays, Yours faithfully,
JAMES D, BOWTELL.

Beuths.

Mr. THoMAs TRoTMAN died February
12th, 1871, aged 78. He was for nearly
40 years dencon of Ebenezer Chapel, and
left 8 good report for a humble and ‘godly
walk, and sweetly fell asleep in Jesus after a
few hours illness.

Diep, January 27, at Beverley, York-
shire, Arsenath, the wife of Thomas Loft.
Just previous to her death she exclaimed,
“Though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I fear no evil.”

THE widow of the late godly William Skel-
ton died without any apparent knowledge of
it, Nov. 9, 1872. ‘ Mercy *’ has our deepest
thanks. Her nice letter shall appear.

D1ED on the 10th instant, Daisy Ethel,
the dearly-loved child of John and Rebecca
Puttman, of Norway House, Stockwell, aged
one year and five months.

DeATH has just taken off two cminent
doctors of divinity—QGuthrie and Ha},'eroft.

ast, a
‘Baptist minister. The great king of terrors
is no respecter of persous; but this appears
a time when the hfghest heads are suddenly
laid low.

TuEe widow of the late John Neve says,
‘“My dear husband departed this life about
four o’clock this morning, February 15, 1873,
After he was taken for death he said,
¢ happy ! happy!’ I said ‘ you are happy !’
He said ‘yes!’ He said to me and Johnny,
¢ forsake the evil; cleave to the good, Tell
my boy Walter.,” Afterwards he was sorely
tried with doubts; but I feel satisfied
they werc gone, for he cried *victory !’
Both Mrs.  Elkins and myself read the
Bible to him for Lours; which he was most
anxious for us todo. He turned on his side
as thou%h going to sleep, and passed quietly
away. amMg;,r ad Mr. Banks saw him. I
should like Mr. Banks to speak over the

rave.”—[er. Jolin Neve first heard C. W,

anks to his soul’s good in Iron-Bar lane,
Canterbury, 35 years ago. lle was a silent
follower ; but his life and death we will
record anothier day.—EDn.]



"Wy Delobed.”

BY MR. JOHN WARBURTON. *

‘ Come, my Beloved, let us go forth into the field ; let us lodge in the villages ;
let us get up early to the vineyards; let us sec if the vine flourish, whether the
tender grape appear, and the pomegranates bud forth; there will T give thee my
loves.”—8Bong of Songs vii. 11, 12.

THIS afternoon there were two or three portions of God’s word

abiding on my mind, and I could not tell which I should read ;
but by and bye this one seemed to be uppermost on my mind, *“ Come,
my beloved.” Some of you may be ready to say, “I should have
thought, sir, you could have easily have found a text, and have brought
your thoughts on it, and there have kept your mind.” No, my friends,
I cannot do that; I am not my own; I confess to be the Lord’s
servant, and I must go just as He will have me to go ; He must supply
me and furnish me. Why, beloved, I am obliged to look up to the
Lord for everything I need. Dear brethren in the Lord, I feel more
dependence on the Lord now than ever I did in all my life. I do not
seem to take one step in providence and in grace without Iis direction.
The cry of my heart is continually, ¢“ Lord, hold thou me up ; direct me
to do and say that which is pleasing in Thy sight.”

As T have read the words, I hope the Lord will give me a few words
to say on them, and that He may bless the same to your hearts and to
your souls, so that you may find it good to be here ; aud that His love
may be shed abroad in your hearts : then you will need no advice from
me on whose head to put the crown ; you will put it on the head of
Him who was once crowned with a crown of thorns to save your souls
from everlasting loss.

In the first place, we will look at the ##ls, “My beloved ;” then,
secondly, there Is the snwifation, to “ go forth into the field, and to
lodge in the villages; thirdly, there 1s the inducement held ont to
“ get up early fo the vineyards, and see if the vine flourish.” And,
lastly, there 1s the promise, “ there will I give thee my loves.”

Beloved, it appears to me that the Lord Jesus Christ is the SPEAKER ;
that He is saying to His church, His spouse,  Come, my beloved.” Ifwe
look to the verse preceding our text we find the spouse is the speaker
and she says, ““ I am my beloved’s.” How was it she knew this? The fact
was this, she had telt something of His love shed abroad in her heart ;
He had given her some intimation of His lovingkindness and tender
mercy, that she felt quite satisfied that He was her beloved ; she felt
her heart and. soul wrapped np in Him ; she felt she wasthe only
desirable object of His love, and she could say with one of old, “ Whom
have I in heaven but thee, and there is none on the earth I desire beside
thee.” Oh, dearfriends, did you ever feel your souls so drawn out toward
the Lord that you could truly say, “ Whom have I in heaven but thee,”
&e. Why if so, bless the dear Lord for it; He is your beloved, your
Saviour, your God. She says, “ 1 am my beloved’s, and His desire is

* A scrmon pl'crialed at the Surrey Tabernacte, on Sunday, Janunary 26, 1878,
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toward me.” Then Christ, acknowledging it, Hc speaks her words, for they
seemed to go into His heart, and draw out the love of His soul, for He
directly says, “ Come, my beloved.” He gives her at once an invitation
to go forth in company with Him. My dear friends, a child of God that
can go forth in his mind into spiritual things, he must feel something of
the power of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ in his heart and soul.
There is the title, “ My beloved.” Is it not iemarkable and astonish-
ing that God should call poor sinners such as you and me, His beloved?
Does it not astonish our souls at times wlen we view what poor,
worthless worms we are, and how unworthy we are of God’s notice, and
of the love of the Lord Jesus Christ—that He should condescend to call
us His beloved. Now, dear friends, when did the Lord first begin to love
His people ?  Why, beloved, His love is round as eternity. Ifyou were
to look at eternity as a round ring, you can neither find a beginning
nor an ending to it. Just so is the love of God to His people ; it never
had a beginning, consequently He is called the everlasting Father, and
the whole church of Christ are encircled in His everlasting love, that
never had a beginning and never will have an end ; loved before time,
loved in time, and loved through time ; loved in-all trials, loved in all
sorrows, loved in all temptations; why, bless you, at all times and in
all circumstances the Lord loves His people. He deals with them in
love, and all He does for them is in love. Does He chasten them ? it
springs from love, ¢ for if you are without chastisement, then are ye
bagtards and not sons,” &c. Let me tell you, poor child of God, if the
Lord had no love to your soul, He would not chasten you in the way
in which He does ; He would let you go on in sin without stroke upon
stroke ; but He designs to save yoursoul ; He loves your soul, therefore
He visits your sin with the rod, and your transgressions with stripes,
“nevertheless, my lovingkindness will I not take from him.” What-
ever frown may be on His countenance now, He may have hid His face
behind a dark cloud so that you cannot see His face; you are looking
at the cloud, and you are fearing that that cloud will break in all its
vengeance on your head. No, beloved child of God, behind that dark
cloud the Sun of Righteousness is shining in all His glory, and ere long
He will arise on your soul with healing in His wings. If Joseph's
brethren when they came to Him could have seen underneath that
knitted brow the love of his heart, they would not have been so fearful
and so distressed. Why Joseph had hard work to maintain that frown on
his brow ; his heart was ready to burst in affection when he was ex-
amining them; and when he called them spies, oh, how his
howels of tenderness moved towards them; how he longed to
grasp them in his arms—to embrace them—to forgive them, and to
shew himeelf ag their brother ; but the time was fast hastening on when
he should make himself known unto them. Ah, poor child of God,
does thy Saviour seem to knit His brow on you in providence and in
grace? Do you see nothing before you but destruction and despair ?
‘Why, cheer up:

“ Behind a frowning providence,
He hides a smiling face.”

“(lome, my beloved,” the church, His beloved ; He has given Himself,

given His precious blood for her, and given her His precious promise.
What is this precious Word of God written for but for the consolation
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and comfort of Fis poor, despised people ! * Come, my heloved, let us
go forth.” What ! cannot she take a step without Him ?  Cannot she
go forth into the world? Cannot she go forth in the things of time
and sense without His power—without His holy iufluence—without
His holy operations in her heart and in her soul? No, beloved, for
this is pecaliar of the child of God : “ Without me ye can do nothing.”
Christ Himself says so. A poor child of God cannot hope in God’s
mercy unless the Lord works sweet hope in his heart ; he cannot believe
hig interest in Christ unless the Lord gives sweet faith in his heart and
in his soul, and enables him to believe that his helpless soul hangs on
the Lord ; in fact, he is obliged to look to the Lord to do all for him.
Saith the Lord, “ Come !”” Why there is power and there is majesty in
the word. He says, “My sheep hear my voice,” and they feel His
voice; it communicates willingness and ability ; the soul immediatel
rigses up. So it was with Peter when he saw the Lord: “If it be thou
bidst me to come to thee on the water.” Come, then. Peter went
out of the ship, and began to walk on the water ; but when poor Peter
took off his eye from the Lord, and looked around on the situation he
was in, he began soon to sink, like you and me, the moment our eye is
taken off from the Lord ; what is to smpport us, and what is there to
keep us up ? 'We begin to sink in gloomy fears in a moment ; buot in
Peter’s extremity came out the cry and supplication from his heart,
“ Lord, save, I perish.” What a simple appealing to Jesus! it was
just what he felt ; he was just sinking, the Lord put forth His hand
and caught him, and said unto him, “ O thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt ?”

Now, then, have you taken one step in faith, have you stepped out
from the things of the world, have you stepped forth in love and affec-
tion into the new and living way ? if so, it has been in answer to the
sweet invitation of our Lord Jesus Christ, * Come, my beloved, let us
go forth into the field,” and see if we can gather a little comfort and
consolation, come in company with me, come and talk with me; and as
we talk—as we walk along—I will tell you my secrets. The Lord's
family, they are dear to Him, and “ the secret of the Lord is with them
that fear him ; ” He opens the secret of His heart ; He tells His dear
church and people the very thoughis of Hisheart. Let ns go forth into
the field of Providence, what a sweet and blessed field ! DBeloved, in
this large congregation there are many that have tasted that the Lord
is gracious, and not only so, but have really and truly felt that the lord
hath been precious to their souls; a knowledge of it will enable us to
glorify God in our thought and affection when we are led to look back
and see how the Lord has led us, and fed us these many years in a way
of providence. Is it not marvellous how the Lord has led us ? Come,
dear friends, may the Lord enable you to look back and see how he has
dealt with yon in providence. Perhaps there are some tradesmen here,
you can look back when you commenced your business on a very small
scale, when you were subject to much fear, lest you should make ship-
wreck of your faith and bring an open reproach on God and His truth.
However, the Lord kept you seeking Him; you have gone to your
closets and shut to your door, and have poured out iour heart and soul
to God that He would be with you; the Lord has heard your prayers,
the Lord has answered them, and here you ave to speak forth His
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praises, and yon can testify that He has been a God gracious unto you
even in a way of providenee ; that He has fed you and clothed you, and
hath necither left you nor forsaken you. When Isracl left his father’s
house it was under peculiar circumstances ; you know when he had his
first night’s lodging, he had a stone for a pillow ; the Lord showed him
a ladder let down {rom heaven, the top of the ladder reaching unto
iod, aud the foot of the ladder coming down where Jacob was, thns
uniting heaven and carth together ; and so Christ, who is the sum and
substance of that ladder has united God and poor sinners together ;
heing God He can lay His hand on Deity, and being man He can lay
His hand on the sinner, and He brings both together, and causes them
to rejoice in each other. When Jacob awoke in the morning how sweet
had been his slecp; oh, says he, “this is none other than the housc of
God, and this is the gate of heaven; and he called the place Bethel.”
Friends, have you any Bethels, hath not God visited your souls in some
secret spot where He has made Himself known unto you? I know
vou have. “And he called the name of that place, Bethel, and he
vowed a vow, saying, if God will be with me, and will give me bread
to eat and raiment to put on, then shall the Lord be my God.” But,
Jacob, you will be industrious, won’t you ? you will work, won’t you ?
if you are frugal and industrious, no fear of your getting on ; that is
what men of the world say ; but, beloved, a child of God knows it is in
vain to rise early or sit up late unless God blesses hig endeavours ; he
sits at the helm of the ship as a God of providence ; He rules and reigns,
ard He does with His children just as He will. ¢ If thou wilt feed me
with food convenient, and will clothe me, and I come again to my father’s
house in peace.” What will you do Jacob? Will you promise what
wonders you will do ? ““Oh, no,—Thou shalt be my God, I will worship
Thee, I will follow Thee, and with the grace Thou givest me I will
glorify Thee.” Then, beloved, when God by His kindly interposition
in providence had fed him, been with him, and done more for him than
he could have expected, he remembered his vow, he did not forget
Bethel, or the God of Bethel. It is sweet to look back now and then
to see what God has done for our souls. When Jacob was about to
depart from this world of sorrow, how blessed he was in his heart and
soul ; death was coming on, and death had no fears for him. There is
a day coming when you will shrink from death, there is no discharge
from its due. May God grant, if it is His blessed will that you may be
brought seriously to consider and reflect on the solemn circumstance
of death, turn your attention to the God of all grace, cry to Him for
His pardon and love, for He has said, ‘“ They that seek me shall find
me.” When dear Jacob came to his last end, death had no fears for
him ; bye and bye Joseph brings in his sons that his father might bless
them, he placed them so that the elder should have the right hand of the
father, and the younger that he should have the left hand ; Jacob could
not see at that time, but his God could see for him, he placed his hands
cross wise, bringing his right hand on the head of the younger. My
father, not so. Have you not sometimes when God’s providential deal-
ings with you have seemed to be going quite opposite to your thoughts
and desires, have said, not go, Lord: put your right hand here. But
saith Jacob, I know what I am doing, “I know it my son,” and when
he came to bless them, he saith, “ The angel which redeemed me from
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all c‘:}l (he does not say from all trouble, but from all evil) bless the
lqu._ Be_loved, when Jacob looked back to see what Gtod had done for
him in His providence, given him his long lost son Joseph, and Benja-
min brought back again, he could say all had ended in peace, and all
ended well. Beloved, you may depend upon it the deathbed of a child
of God is a very precious spot. I remember seeing my dear father
about three weeks before he breathed his lust ; with the tears running
down his aged and Godly cheeks, he said, my dear John, who would have
thought that I should have this peace in the article of death? I declare,
my dear son, I no more fear death than I fear you; I cannot fear it.
My dear father, I said, God has taken away the fear of death, and the
8ting of death. Yes, saith he, indeed he hath. When a poor child of
God looks back when he is on the threshold of eternal glory, before he
steps into the Jordan of death, and he looks back over twenty, thirty, or
forty years of God’s mercy, God’s grace, God’s kindness, and God’s love
towards him, how his soul begins to bubble up, there seems to be, as it
were with his strugglings for his soul to leave the body, if there is a
petition on the mind it is this, Lord, give me patience that I may wait
the appointed time when thou wilt call my soul home ; then it will be,
enter thou into the glory of the Lord. Let us go forth into the field of
providence ; look at the spot where God raised thee from death in sin,
and see how He has been with thee up to the present, and I am sure
that you will crown Him Lord of all.

There is another field that I have sometimes gone through; I have
gathered a few flowers in it and they have been very sweet and precious
to me, and I hope you will gather a few flowers from it too; it is the
field of .what God hath done for departed saints that have left behind
them a statement of what God did for them. A child of God takes
down the life of a departed saint to read of the Lord’s goodness and
kindness, and as he reads, how his heart and soul is dissolved ! and his
eyes oft overflow when reading of God’s kindness and love to his de-
parted saints. We are told to “cast thy bread on the water.,” What
bread ? Thy experience, write out thy experience, publish abroad what
God has done for thy soul ; it shall be as bread when He hath taken
thy ransomed soul home to glory, it shall be as bread to thousands of
God’s family that are walking through the path of tribulation ; their
souls shall be refreshed with what God hath refreshed your souls with.

I must tell you, my dear friends, that my soul has been refreshed this
past week, in reading some letters written by your late minister, and
I had no idea that that dear man had passed through what he did ; as
I read the exercises of his -mind, as I read the sorrows and troubles,
I never shall be able to express how my heart and my soul went out
after him. I must confess many things hath prejudiced my mind
againgt him, but all my prejudices went before the statements of the
Lord’s dealing with his soul, and I rejoiced in my very heart, and in
my very soul, at God’s goodness and kindness towards him. Oh yes,
beloved, this is how God will work. When the dear man was about
to face his God, and when the Lord had hid His face, the Lord
had withdrawn Himself, why the dear man had nothing to snpport him
from the suggestions of Satan, who was busy with him, as he is with
us at times, that we have no religion. Ah beloved, but when we can
find no religion, God can find it, God can tind it, God can bring it
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forth, and God blessedly and gloriously bronght it forth, so that his
soul rejoiced. I do not name this because 1 am standing in his pulpit ;
I am not a man to flatter any one, but 1 would say it in any pulpit. I
say it mow in the warmth of my heart, and my affection for his
memory, and for you as his people. Then, beloved, what a sweet field
torange in, when we can take hold of some book that speaks of the
Lord’s kindness and the Lord’s goodness to the saints that arc gone
home to glory. When we read of God’sdealings with their soul (and
our souls are travelling in the same path), and how God helped them
through all their troubles, it encourages our poor hearts that He that
lhclped them will help us; that He that delivered them will deliver us ;
that He that supported them will support us ; thus our heart is revived
our soul is refreshed, and our hope is strengthened in the Lord. Then
there is the field of grace. Come and view the grace, the rich
mercy of our Saviour Jesus Christ ; see what he has done for the soul,
to redeem it out of the hand of wrath, law, and justice. What a
precious field to look at, is grace! When He raised us up from death in
sin. “ You hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and in sin.”
We never never shall be able to speak fully of His grace. Did you ever
look back, poor child of God, to the rock from whence ye were hewn,
and to the pit from whence ye were digged; look back to the card
table, look back to the theatre, look back to where you were in a state
of sin, and there should you and I now be but for the grace of God.
Thug the poet was made to write :
“ Girace sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God.”

And grace stopped me in my mad career of sin and wrath, grace put the
fear of God in our hearts, and grace will not let us go. And again:
“ Grace, 'tis a charming sound,

Harmonious to the ear;

Heaven with tho echo shall resound,

And all the earth ghall hear:

Grace first contrived the way,

To save rebellious man,” &o.

Such is grace; it pardons the guilty sinner, takes away all our
transgressions ; not only pardons our sins but justifies us also. Do
you understand the doctrine of justification ? J ustification is that, that
declares a person innocent, and that he stands completely perfect.
Why, say you, is there such a person? Yes, the whole church of God,
for He shall present them faultless before the presence of His glory
with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both now and evermore, amen. Why
it is God who justifies the ungodly. Now to him that worketh not but
believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness. Ah, beloved, this is God’s work to produce faith in his
heart, to believe that that God that he sinned against all the days of
his life, that he will pass a sentence of justification on him, and that He
will pronounce him free from all gin. O beloved, what a God of grace,
what a God of glory, and what a God of power our God is. Then by
and bye He will say to that poor soul, come let us go forth to another
field, the field of everlasting glory. Saith one, I fear that will never be
my case ; oh, saith another, I fear at and tremble at death. T have
read of e of the Lerd’s family, a good woman that lived in Wales,
she was always doubtivg and fearing when death cume, that she ehould
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have nothing to support her, and that she should sink at the last
Well, it pleased the Lord to bring her down to her last illness. A
friend went in before she died, the Lord had sweetly blessed her
soul, manifested His loving kindness to her heart, and had taken away
all her fear. He said, you speak very confidently now. Yes, saith she,
I'do, I have no fear now of sinking at last, for I am standing on the
rock. Istand on the rock of ages, and there is no fear of that sinking.
L have done with what I have carried for forty years, and now I have
done with ifs, hints, and such like, now my soul is fixed on my
precious Lord, and I die in peace with God. O yes, He would say,
come my dear beloved, come from sin, come from guilt, come
from shame, come from sorrow, come from all that distresses you,
*and let us go forth into the field of everlasting glory, there thou shalt
walk with me in white, for thou art worthy; let us go forth, let us lodge
In the villages. Beloved, Christ will never reveal himself to His people
unless it be in secret; he is ‘something like Joseph, for when Joseph
was about to make himself known to his brethren, he said, let
every Egyptian go out, leave me and my brethren alone ; and when they
were all gone out, he said, I am Joseph, your brother. So saith Christ :
let us go forth from the busy scenes of business, let us go forth from
«the bustling town, let us go forth to the villages. I look on the Church
of Christ here as one of His villages, where His precious majesty shows
himself to his precious people, showing His hands and His feet, and
has said many times, ‘“peace to thy heart and to thy sonl.” Is it not
sweet and precious at times to leave the world and to get into some
secluded and quiet spot in your heart and soul? 1 do not mean to say
that the Lord comes and saith you must leave business or situation ; no,
but he will sweetly work in your heart, in your soul, that your medita-
tions of Him will be so sweet, that you will feel yon are an inhabitant
of one of his villages; you will feel you are one of the Church of God,
‘and that your life and interest are bound up in the welfare of the
church.  Beloved, it is sweet to lodge under the whispers of His
loving Ikindness; it is only lodging. If you get a lodging in the
Church of God, that is, if you get sweet rest from your business, from
your guilt and shame, you must not expect to dwell there for a minute,
1t must be only a little lodging; you will have again to go forth into the
path of tribulation. The Lord saith, “ I am the door ; by me if any man
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and find pasture.”

It is the going out I do not like, beloved ; yet it is that the trial of
our faith being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise, and honour, and glory,
at the appearing of Jesus Christ. “Iet ms get up early to the vine-
yard.” The Church of God is this vineyard, and He saith, “I will
water it every moment: lest any hurt it I will keep it night and
day. He is a vineyard too, arranged by His sovereign grace, and His
sovereign mercy brought all of His grace and His wisdom to bear on
His vineyard ; it is His cultivation ; my Father is the husbandman ;
when He wants His vineyard to bear fruit, first He prunes it, takes off
some of those long, straggling branches which are quite uanecessary—
they must be taken away, which causes much sorrow at times,—when
He has cut it down, lets a little gospel dew come down on it, causes it
to bud forth and blossom and bear fruit. So it is with the Charch of
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the living God, it must be cultivated. If grace had not cultivated me

I should have been a very wild vineat this moment: it was grace

that brought me out of the world, and it was grace that brought me

into the vineyard ; and it is grace that waters the head, and keeps me

budding a little from time to time. See if the vine flouvish, sce if the

old Chrigtian is flourishing or not; “for they that are planted in the

house of the Lovd shall flourish ; they shall still bring forth fruit in old

age ; they shall be fat and flourishing.” T am sure there is nothing

more delightful and more precious than to sec the vine flourish, to see

the Lord bringing forth blessed witnesses for His honour and for His

glory; to sce the aged Christian walking in the truth and loving the

truth, adorning the doctrine of God their Saviour. “ Sec whether the
tender grape appear.” I want to see the young converts coming forth,

“for instead of thy fathers shall be thy children whom thou mayest
make princes in all the earth.” We want to sece the work of Divine
grace going on amongst the young, so' that Christ may see of the
travail of his soul, and bec satisfied. ‘ And the pomegranates bud

forth.” When the high priest was clothed, he had upon his robe “a
golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate upon
the hem of the robe round about.” We wantto find the living of the
Lord’s people full of the graces of the Spirit of the living God, that can-
speak forth of what they have tasted and have handled of the Word of
God. “There will I give thee my loves.” Christ knew that was what she

wanted. “T will give you manifestation after manifestation of my
lovingkindness and tender mercies; I will give you a sight of my
incarnation, give you a sight of my agony in Gethsemane’s garden, give
you a sight of my dying on the Cross. I will give you a sight of my
rising from the dead, that shall be another instance of my love to you:
I have taken possession of thy inheritance for thee, and by and bye I
will come again and receive you home to glory, where 1 will continually
give you my loves.” Dear friends, may God grant that your souls may
from time to time go with your dear Lord and Saviour into the glorions
field of His grace, that God may bless and be with you, that you may
glorify Him, and that God may be glorified in this place. Amen.

MEMENTO.

« The memory of the just i3 blessed.”—Prov. x. 7,
DEAR brother Butt has pass'd away, He lov’d his brethren in the Lord,
To regions of ¢ternal day, And work’d with them in oneaccord;
His soul redeem’d by Jesu’s blood, They liv’d in union, peace, and love,
Now lives before the throne of God. And for the faith together strove.
There on the everlasting hills, The Aged Pilgrims—Sunday school,
With his dear pastor, Mr. Wells, With each he had some little rule,
He swells the song of sovereipn grace, He highly stood in their esteem,
And gazes on his Saviour’s face. And each have lost a friend in him.
His tabernacle gently fell, Releas’d from sin, and toil, and pain,
In life and death, with him ’twas well, He’s gone in endless bliss to reign,
He lean’d upon his Saviour’s breast, To dwell before his Saviour’s face,

And swoon’d away to endless rest. A sinner sav’d by sovereign grace.

Well grounded in the truth of God, | Methinks I hear his heavenly lays,

In paths of rectitude he trod ; - Sound forth his great Redeemer’s praise,
He loy’d J ehovah’s righteous laws, ' Array’d in robes of perfect white,

And was devoted to his cause. ' In glory’s everlasting light.

The sick, the poor, and needy saints, ' Farewell, dear hrother, till me meet,

He listen’d to their sad cumplaints ;  Where pleasure, peace, and joy’s comiplete,
A Burnabas Le was indeed, With ransom’d millions there to sing,

To them in every time of need. The triumphs of our crowned King,

T; STRINGER
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THE ONE THING WORTH KNOWIN 6.
BY JOHUN BRUNT, OF NORWICH,

“One thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I sec.”—John 9.

KNOWLEDGE must of necessity be limited, yet are, there many
things which we have no need to know. There are some matters,
which, as we arrive at a knowledge of them, we fecl that we have not
added to our stock of valuable information; “ But, that the soul be
without knowledge is not good.” What God will do with the heathen in
another world ; why His government in this world is so_intricate that we
cannot unravel it ; how long the present dispensation shall last, and,
consequently, when the end of the world shall be, are matters of which
might be said,
“ Where ignorance is bliss,
"Twere folly to be wise.”

Of the blind man, who uttered these words, we know nothing until
that day when Jesus passing by, saw him, and knew that he had been
blind from his birth. The somewhat foolish discussion which arose
amongst the disciples of Jesus, as to whether this man’s blindness were
caused by his own sin or by the sin of his parents, becomes the more
ridiculous as we reflect that these disciples, if they meant what they
said, more than insinuated that the poor creature had had a previous
existence, for the sius of which existence he was now suffering. Or, if
they did not believe in the transmigration of souls, and the repetition
oflife, it would appear that they believed that one man ought to be
punished with physical suffering for the, or, on account of the, immoral
conduct of others. For the latter belief there might be more gronnd
of reality than for the former; yet the Saviour answers his marvellously
wise disciples by saying, ‘‘Neither did this man sin nor his parents :
but that the works of God should be made manifest in him; I must
work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh,
when no man can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light
of the world.”

There can be no doubt in the minds of all gracious men as to the
object of those words, which are called by the name of * The Gospel.”
Their object being, evidently to make kmown by “ Words of glad-
ness,” the salvation of love,blood, and power.

Those of my readers who have had the privilege of an hour with a
powerful microscope, may have seen the beauties of a “fly’s foot,”
brought out most marvellously thereby ; inasmuch that they may have
sighed, as I have sighed, for the ordinary possession of a power, by the
right exercise of which one’s enjoyment might be multiplied many
hundred times. I look then at this blind man : besides his blindness
he is poor,and must beg if he would live. He appears not to have beena
married man, but in some measure dependent upon the tender solicitude
of his parents, and as such, he excites our pity and our sympathy ; but
when the Saviour brings to bear upon this poor creature, his own
marvellous knowledge, instantly I see what really existed before—only
I could not see it—namely, that this man was, what, in the Gospel
narrativehe appears to be, “a poor blind beggar,” that God might be
glorified through Jesus Christ.

I
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“It was all for the lifting of Jesus on high.”

And, even the fall, wrought “ a channel for merey to run.” This may
be called an extreme view by some, and by others, it may be stig-
matised as ‘“ Hyper-Calvinism,” but the writer of this article prefers to
call it by its right name: “ An illustration of that grace which saves
sinners, even the chief.” As such we intend to .regard it on the
present occasion. We therefore proceed to say, that this narrative
illustrates very strikingly, that in salvation ¢ Christ makes the first
overture.” ‘‘Jesus saw the blind man;” that is, he went out and
passed by where this blind man was. Christ is the Alpha, the first in
heaven’s alphabet, and the Omega, the last in heaven’s divine instruc-
tion. Micah, speaking of the Saviour, says, *“ Whose goings forth have
been ever of old.” Solomon, with more than his own wisdom, speaks
of Jesus as being set up from everlasting; and John the Evangelist,
that “The word was in the beginning with God, and that He was
God.” The prophet Zechariah tells us that the covenant of peace
was between them both, and this statement the Saviour himself
explains, by saying of the chosen ones, ¢ Thine they were, and thou
gavest them me.” The prophet Isaiah declares that, ‘“All thy
children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace
of thy children.” Therefore, as many as are led by the Spirit, that is,
instructed by the Spirit, are the children of God.

Christ is first, because he was always “ Before all the prophets,” of
which John the Baptist was the last, and the greatest.

In the Scriptures, the Holy Ghost declares to us that the Church
had the promise of hfe in Christ, before the world was, and in the ex-
perience of the saved in Christ, it is shown that they are saved in
Christ first, and called to know it afterwards. We must, therefore,
understand salvation as a matter of experience, as being only the ac-
complishment of that purpose to save, which was “ given to us” in Christ
before the ages. There must of a necessity be a perfect agreement
between the work of God in Christ, and the work of God through the
Holy Ghost, and therefore man ; in his fallen state, is spoken of as
blind, and even as dead in trespasses and sin; and Jesus 1s set before
us in the Scriptures, as coming to the grave of Lazarus, and as com-
manding him to come forth, ere he appears clothed in the garments
of the grave ; and inthe story of the text, as passing by, as seeing the
blind man, and as working in his own marvellous way ere the blind man
BCeS.

% No man can come unto me except the Father drawhim; neither
does any man,” that is, neither does the truly saved begin to seek after
Jesus, until Jesus, like the good shepherd, seeks after him. Jesus seeks
the sheep, sweeps up the room, and moves by his Spirit in the heart of
the prodigal ; with what success, those know who read the Scriptures.

Again, in the matter of salvation, our subject affords us yet another
illustration o the inevilable opposition which the work of Jesus always
meels with. On the part of the once blind man himself, there is
ignorance. “ AMAN called Jesus, made clay,” &c. On the part of
his parents there were les, suggested by their fears. On the part of
the Sanhedrim, terrible enmity : * As for this fellow, we know not from
whence he is.” On the part of the Pharisces, the whole affair is regarded
as ““ a reflection upon themselves "—* are we blind also ? ”
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When Nero said, “To the lions with them,” and when Judge
Jeffries says, ‘I would that I could hang the whole of ye,” we see
an illustration of the Gospel statement, “ Ye shall be hated of all men
for my name’s sake,” and we become satisfied that the devil for once is
right when he says, “Thou hast set a hedge about him, that I cannot
get at him,” and we settle down on the firm foundation of divine truth,
which says, ““ Kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.”
Thus, even those of the people of God who do not approve of music in
their public .assemblies ; for once rise to the importance of the
gituation,” and with Miriam on the thither shore of the Red Sea, with
David in the holy assembly, with Asaph and all his brethren, with Paul
and Barnabas in the prison ; and moreover, with all the ransomed before
the throne, they sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, until heaven
itself rings with joy, ““ The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.”

PRECIOUS PEARLS.

SOME of the most eloquent preachers jump over all the New Cove-
nant bonds into the free-will wilderness where I cannot follow
them. Nevertheless, of my glorious Lord, they will now and then give
precious words. De Witt Talmage says :—*“ All through the Old Tes-
tament there was not a solitary prophet that undertook to lift the veil
that separated between the present and the future, and peered out into
the distance, but the cross of Christ loomed up before him ; not a soli-
tary sweet singer in Israel undertook to tune his harp, but its sweetest
note told of Calvary. All the way from beginning to the end, the idea
of an atonement for your sins and mine is seen in almost every sentence
in the blessed Bible. Suppose I examine the Scriptures, where do I
find the glory of Jesus ? In His teachings, grand and beautiful! I do
not wonder that Renan and others of that class have written in these
last days, that such a teacher never lived on the face of the earth ag
Jesus Christ, In His example, how beautiful and grand! A converted
Jew to whom I once listened was trying in broken language to speak
of Jesus, and being at a loss for a word, at last lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and exclaimed : ¢ How beautiful a character ! ” But it is in the
sufferings, in the blood, and in the death of Jesus on the cross that we
find the beauty of His character. It was there that the apostle fixed
his heart and his eye when he said: ‘ God forbid that I should glory
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” I can glory in His teach-
ings, they so infinitely excel the teachings of all the philosophers of
earth, 1 can glory in His example, because it so excels the most beau-
tiful examples earth has ever seen ; but when I glory in Jesus most of
all I get down to the foot of the eross; it is at Calvary; in thought
and in heart, at least, I kneel at the feet of my Master and give Him
all the glory for the salvation wrought out by His cross. This fact
runs through the Old and New Testament Scriptures, that the faith
of the chureh and of the individaal believer is directed, not to the
Father up yonder upon the throne, not so much to the teachings and
example of our blessed Saviour, as it is to the sufferings, the death and
the blood of Jesus. If this be so, how am I to accept the theory of
some who, in these modern days, teach that the death of Jesus was
nothing but the death of a patriot, a philosopher, or good man ?”
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A PRECIOUS LETTER FROM MR. SAMUEL FOSTER.

"\ IY DEAR BROTHER in the Lord, in the Kingdom and Patience
Nl of Jesus Christ, Grace be with thee, and Merey multiplied. I
trust I can say the love of Christ constrains me to write, that He alone
may be exalted. 1 know you are often discouraged by reason of
troubles by the way, and often cry out, “ Lord, who hath believed our
report ? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?” I am now
going to tell you something to encourage you in your work of faith
and labour of love in His name.

Last evening, as 1 was sitting in 1y sick chamber, my little Bethel,
—feeling very sadly, with my Bible in my hand, musing on the preeious
Word—a gentleman called to see me from Ramsgate. He said, “ I am
a friend of C. W. Banks, I know him though he knows not me ; I love
him, and bless God that I ever heard him preach.” He sat down afew
moments, and talked of the goodness and mercy of the Lord to him; he
told me how the Lord had kept and preserved him in a dark night of
desertion, temptation, and distress. Many years ago his deceitful heart
turned him aside: he had left his first love, and had got into bye path
meadow, seeking pleasure in the world ; he had backslidden in heart
from the Liord—if not in practice: he was in great trouble and distress,
and was tempted to throw himself over London Bridge; but thought
to himself—* Who can tell? ”—1I will go once more and hear the Gos-
pel preached : he came to Crosby Row to hear you; it was a time of
love and merey to his poor soul ; you took for your text, “I will see you
again, and your heart shall rejoice.” Under that sermon the prey was
taken from the mighty ; and the lawful captive delivered ; the word was
applied to his soul with power, and salvation sealed home upon his
heart ; he left rejoicing in the God of his salvation. My dear unknown
friend wept as he told me of the Lord’s mercy to him. He said, Ilove
Mr. Banks for the truth’s sake, but I never told him of the Lord’s
mercy. O, what wonders love hath done!” My dear friend left me,
and kindly gave me five shillings. These words came so sweet to my
mind,—

« Let not the wonders He has wrought,
Be lost in silenee, and forgot.”
The gentleman hears Mr. Cornwell, at Brixton. I felt I must tell yon ;
and may it encourage you still to follow on. T believe you have many
such friends, dear brother. May the Lord bless you, and make you a
blesging, is my earnest prayer.
SamMUEL FosTER, Sturry.

[We have received several notes from our afllicted brother Foster, and we find he is

increasingly a great sufferer; has been confined to his room now over 20 years ;

dying, yet cannot depart. His friends who could, and who did, occasionally,

minister to his necessities, bave been taken home, Mr. John Carr, Mr. James

Wells, Mr. Edward Butt, and others, were always sympathising friends of this

Christian martyr to physical suffering. We wish we could visit and help him,

but we are surrounded with close claims, and we only move amid the poor of

the flock. May the Lord cause the hearts of many—who have the means—to
write to or visit our long deeply afflicted but patient, spiritually-minded, and
gospel-decided brother, Samuel Foster, of Sturry, Canterbury.]
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THE HOLY TRIUMPHS OF CHRIST IN HIS DEATH.
[SECOND PART.]

FROM the Cross—awhather went the Spirit which He yielded np—until
on the resurrection morning He is brought again—body, soul,
and spirit—from the dead, and appears unto many ?

It may be said, that this is one of the deep, one of the hidden, one
of the unrevealed things of God, with which we must not be too curious,
gpeculative, or presumptuous. True! the whole of the substitutionary
work of our Lord was, and is, a deep and a solemn mystery. But, the
seven-fold voice of Christ in His death-struggle forms such a clear
testimony in favour of the Perfection of His sacrifice, that no one, truly
enlightened, can make any mistake upon any part of the travail of His
goul, or of the triumph and victory He achieved.

Paul’s words—in Colossians ii. 15,—came conclusively to my mind,
when thinking again of my Saviour’s crucifixion ; and His death on the
cross is frequently in my thoughts, in a manner I cannot easily de-
scribe. Speaking of His redemption work, Paul says, “ And having
spoiled principalities and powers, He made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in ¢4, that is, in the cross; or, if you read the
margin, it seems more intelligible, “ triumphing over them in Himself !
This the atoning Redeemer did, even while enduring the cross, even
while hanging as a spectacle to angels, devils, and men. His soul con-
tinued to triumph over every foe, although in death He bowed His
head. There are some significant lines in the words of Paul to the
Colossians now quoted : look at them distinctly and prayerfully. I will
not now attempt any exposition of them ; although last evening at Pim-
lico I read them for a text,and for nearly one hour was seeking to bring
forth the mind of the Spirit in them. I confess my spirit was over-
whelmed ; it did not appear to me that the text was made transparent ;
the amazing weight and fulness of the words almost overbalanced my
soul. The eight lines which I now quote were so crowded with majestic
meaning, and they rolled in one after the other so fast, that it was more
like the roaring and dashing of strong sea waves than of the still small
voice. Can my readers, or correspondents, enter fully into these eight
lines ?

1. The greatness of the Person of Christ—‘ In Him dwelleth all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”  (If human language be ever
capable of expressing the union of the Deity and Manhood in the
person of Christ, this verse without doubt does express it.)

2. The entire and eternal making nup of the Church in Him—* And
ye are complete in Him, which is the Head of all principality and

ower.”
P 3. Then, coming to the redeeming work of Jesus, Panl says,—
¢ Blotting out the hand-writing of ordinances that was against us.”

4. “And took it out of the way.”
¢ Nailing it to his cross.”

“ And having spoiled principalities and powers, "—
. “He made a show of them openly:
. “Triumphing over them in it.” What werc these principalities

® N>
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and powers ?—how did He spoil them ?—in what way did He make a
show of them openly ?—what was the nature of His triumphs ?

Did ever the human mind comprehend—or man’s tongue express—
such a body of Divinity as these eight lines contain, before or since ?
I trow not.

Before the light and truth of these words every fatal—every false
—dogma, and doctrine must fall down, crushed and destroyed, like
Dagan before the ark. Can Unitarianism—can Arminianism—can any
modern theology of man—stand here ? Nay, impossible | But, before
the Holy Triumphs of Christ in His death can be clearly seen these
lines must be opened; and every one of them will help to throw a
glorious light upon that crowning expression which only John records
—“IT IS FINISHED !” :

Patiently and prayerfully bear with me while I wait for that three-
Egld mercy—the opening, the applying, and anointing of the Spirit.

men.

THE FAITHFUL UNCHANGEABLE GOD.

ADDRESSED BY A FATHER TO HIS SON ON LEAVING ENGLAND FOR
NEW SOUTH WALES.

FAREWELL, my son, awhile, He speaks, and allis still.

It may not be for long ; He walks upon the ruging main,
His mercies sure will smile, He is for evermore the same.
Aud swell into & song : . Your life is like the sea,
God of the seas, his truth proclaim, A stormy restless bed,
He is for evermore the same. In which the mystery
When on the mighty deep, Of his designs are hid ;
His wonders thou may’st see ; May every step to thee proclaim,
Oft He will safely keep, - Thy God for evermore the same.
And bid destruction flee; ‘What treasures are in Him,
To all who fear His holy name, Surpassing ocean’s deep,
He is for evermore the same. Rich grace to pardon sin,
The sea at His command, And mercy full to keep;
Shall bear the cargo well ; When fire dissolves creation’s frame,
No fear of sinking sand, He is for evermore the same.
While He the canvas swell ; . And when life’s voyage is o’er,
His power, and love, and truth proclaim, ‘And every tempest stilled,
He is for evermore the same. We meet on glory’s shore
Think of the God of seas, And there with rapture élled,
Think on His sovereign will ; We’ll victory shout, and shout again,
He rules the storm with ease, Our God for evermore the same.
Braintree, May 27, 1854. THOMAS WARREN:

OUR FATHER'S CARE.

+“ Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground
without your Father.”—Matthew x. 29.

What heart so large as can conceive, Then let our faith the comfort take,
Or tongue so learned tell, ’ And grow in great degree; )

The care minute, that they receive, ! If life so small his care he make,
Who in His bosom dwell ? I How much more cared for we ?

If sparrow fall, event how small, And when our lines in sorrow’s lot
Unthinking winds would ery, Are fallen much to be,

Too mean the object e’er to caﬁ May mem’ry sweet recall fear not,
Attention to His eye. More value far are ye.

But this we know from lips of grace, These words will lead in pastures green,
What greater proof need we, And consolation bring,

That even this doth ne’er take place, And tune our souls hy joys unseen,
And God e’er fail to see. Our Father’s care to sing.

JosErH COOLER.
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WHITE AS SNOW IN ZALMON, OR SALMON.

DAYID had sinned against his (God, and the Lord sent His Prophet
with the dreadful message to the King, that the sword should never
depart from his house (see 2 Samuel ii.) This prediction was not
immediately fulfilled ; but in the Lord’s own time it verily came to
pass,—for Absalom conspires with Israel, and they openly rebel against
God’s chosen King. Such is David’s terror at the news of the con-
spiracy, that he at once gathers his servants together, with his priests and
the ark of the Lord, and departs with all possible speed out of the land.
In due time, David thinks it well for the ark to go back to the Holy
City, and gives Zadok and Abiathar, priests of the Most High God,
Instructions to carry.out his desire. And it is upon the restoration of
the ark to the holy place, that David is camsed to pen this sublime
poem. May the Holy Spirit help His people somewhat to understand
1ts meaning.

He begins by exclaiming, “ Let God arise, let his enemies be
scattered.” Amen, says every renewed, loyal, loving heart. He then
leads us on through the history of the Lord’s doings with his people
from Egypt to Canaan.

What are we to understand by the words Zalmon and Salmon? The
former (see Judges ix. 48), means darkness; the latter is the name of a
lofty hill near Shechem. o, putting the two together, we have the
literal meaning thus, “ A Lofty hill of darkness.” In this I see much
spiritual truth. Man is born in sin : so that man is naturally a great
mountain of darkness and death ; barren and unfruitful in the ways of
God : and all that springs from an unregenerate man—as far as God is in
the matter—are as thorns and briars. Men may admire the doings of
their fellows, and that rightly so ; but God looketh at the heart.  The
carnal mind is enmity against God ; is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be,” 7.e., not until the Holy Spirit moves upon the
soul and quickens it into newness of life. How forcibly this truth
comes upon the workers for Jesus. We are picking away at men’s
consciences, but apparently without effect, leading us often to cry cut
before God, “ Who hath believed our report ?” “ Lord, Lord, we have
toiled, and caught nothing.” Were it not for the blessed promise that
comes in under this trial, My word shall not return nnto me void,” we
should be inclined to give up, .exclaiming, “ Who is sufficient for these
things 7 It is the work of the Almighty to scatter kings. Blessed be
His holy name it is so, or the kings within us wonld never have been
subdued. The Lord’s own must yield in the day of His power. The
king of hell must let go his hold when the King of kings comes with
His captivating love and power. It is He—by His Spirit—that
scatters those seventeen kings mentioned in Galatians v. 20, 21.
At His presence they must be gone; and he who was slave to sin and
self, cries to the King of the universe, ‘“ Lord, what wilt thou have me
todo ?” Ifit were man’s work we might expect the cure worse than
the diseage, for I am sure we should not only have kings, but armies
reigning within the town of Mansoul. Truly, man is a “huge hill of
darkness.”

. Observe, in the next place, that it is said “ the kings are scattered.”
For this sentence of Holy Writ we should bless God with every breath.
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If unity is strength, then separation must be weakness. The believer
is the subject of inward as well as outward foes ; and for our assurance
and comfort the poet wrote,—
¢ As surely as He overcame,
And triumphed once for you ;

So surely you that love His name,
Shall triumph in Him too.”

Progress to the kingdom may be retarded, but it cannot be stopped. It is
the King's highway, cnt open by Himself: it is marked with blood,
and lined with the redeemed. But, alas! they are only scattered, they
are not dead. But, blessed be God, we have the promise of victory
through the blood of the Lamb. In the mean time, as the Lord’s
people, we must daily offer the petition, ““ Deliver us from the evil one.”
We need to do this, for there is still evil within in concert with evil
without. And hapypy is that soul who can say confidently, My Jesus
hath broken the power of sin in my soul, and He will soon root up the
last noxious weed that impairs the growth of his gracions work within.

Thus much upon the occasion of the words and upon the scattered
kings. Now note the change that has taken place upon the hill. It
was once dark and gloomy ; now it is bright and clear. Here we see
the believer : although saved, he is still sinful man, with all the infirm-
ities of the flesh upon him. Observe, it is snow upon the hill. Here I
sce the work of Christ. That which we call snow is congealed rain
drops ; and the moisture composing the rain, was drawn up from the
earth. Our blessed Lord came to earth to weave out a robe of righteons-
ness for His people, and having completed His work, went upward to
glory. And every believer receives pardon by virtue of the life and
death of our blessed Saviour. Glorious thought! that daily the Lord,
by His Spirit, is imparting spiritual gifts to the sons of men. Not only
does the snow affect the surface of the hill, but it penetrates through
the earth. So in Christ’s work, there is an inward application of His
most precions blood, that speaks pardon to the guilty conscience, as well
as that royal robe of righteousness which makes the king’s daughter all
glorious within. I remark further, that gazing upon a hill of snow,
T find there is presented to my view perfect evenness, as though the
whole had been gauged to a line. So in Christ’s work. Can we
find one blemish or flaw ? Was He selfish 7 Hark the words, “I
delight to do Thy will, O my God.” Was He wanting in love ? Hark
again, “ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem ; thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them that are sent unto you, how often would I have gathered
thee together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wing, but you
would not.” Was He wanting in obedience ? Nay ; that would have
been to represent to God a righteousness with a seam in it. He was
obedient, even unto death—even the death of the cross.

Then we gather from the snow lessons of purity and perfection.
This is clearly seen in the work of Christ. He was free from sin: as the
fountain, 8o was the stream : and He met all the obligations God’s
holy law demanded, and hence its perfection. ' -

May we be clothed with that spotless robe, seeking to glorify His
name day by day ; waiting in hope for Him tocome and call us to
Himself, to dwell in the Father’s house, to go no more out for ever.

Islington. W. CHAMBERS,
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THE LATE ALDERMAN WHERRY, OF WISBEACH.

[Our estecmed correspondent, R. Wilkinson, Esq., sends the following expressive
and intelligent paper.]
THE very large number of persons present at the commitment to
the grave of the remains of the late Mr. Ald. Wherry, on Thurs-
day, testified to the esteem in which our late townsman was held. It
is seldom that 8o large a concourse of people has been brought together
on such an occagion, and the town has, perhaps, never shown more
respect to the memory of any of its public men. Businegs was entirely
suspended in the town during the funeral, not only in the streets
through which the procession passed, but, with very few exceptions,
the shops in all the principal thoroughfares were closed, and the blinds
of most of the private houses drawn. i
The funeral corfegé, composed of the hearse and four mourning
coaches left Ely Cottage at two o’clock. On reaching the Working
Men’s Institute, about 60 of the members of the Christian Fuand
Friendly Society, (of which the deceased gentleman was treasurer)
joined the procession, walking four abreast, Mr. Rix and Mr. J.
Oldham being in charge. The members of the Baptist church
and congregation assembled in the Upper Hill Street Chapel, and with
Mr. Butcher, Mr. Hutchingon and Mr. Oldham at their head, awaited
the funeral at the corner of Upper Hill street, falling in at the rear
of the mournful procession as it passed through Union Street. At the
Bridge-foot, the Mayor and Corporation, the magistrates, clergy and
ministers of the town, and several friends joined the procession, and by
that time upwards of 200 persons all dressed in mourning were follow-
ing to the last resting place the remains of their respected townsman.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE EARTHEN VESSEL.

Dear Sir,—For two reasons I give this brief preface to the few lines
I herewith enclose for the EARTHEN VEsSEL for April. In the first
place they will demonstrate that even a Baptist, whose principles
involve “ the dissidence of dissent,” may so live as to command the
admiration of men of all classes and creeds; and in the second place
they exonerate me from the possible charge of extravagant eulogy
of my deceased friend.

THOUGHTS ON THE DEATH OF ROBERT WHERRY, J.P.,
Late of Wisbeach,
WIIO DIED FEBRUARY 14, 1873
*Tis not to praise the man, but magnity
The grace which shone in him :—yet we may sigh.
Nor i8 it that we wish him back again
To bear life’s burdens, and repent death’s pain.
We weep, and mourn his loss, but not complain ;
For what is loss to us, to him is gain.
We sigh, but not as those who have no hope;
Nor dare wo give to grief its fullest scope.
In spirit, thonght, in action, and in word,
How close was his resemblance to his Lovd!
His quiet porsoverance would pursue
Whate'or his pious heart resolved to do.
His Master's work and aimm he understood,
And therefore, blest * the evil and the good.”
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But chiefly, in the cause of God and truth,

His heart enlisted, even from his youth.

The aged knew his sympathetic voice ;

And children, through ﬁis means, mado God their choice.*
He dried the widow's tears, the orphan blcst,

And wisely moved to vindicate th’oppressed.t

The poor and needy had his willing ear ;

‘While deep distress evoked the silent tear.

His character and life would bear tkis tost—

That they who know him most would love him best.
Yet not the dead we praise, but grace Divine
‘Which mado the good in him so lust'rous shine.
We wonder ! yet the Providence is right,

Too dark for sense, wo wait for Heavon’s clear light.
One cherished object of his gen’rous heart

Was incomplete when summoned to depart;

Yet, who can tell, but he may present be

‘When colleagues dodicate the sanctuary ?}

Proud reason argues,—Why curtail life’s'span,
And check the usefulness of such a man?

But list ! 'tis Wisdom doth zkés truth defend,—
‘‘That life is long, which answers life’s great end.”

Sleep, honoured dust, within thy bed of elay:
Thy grave's brief night will bring etornal day.
Totteridge, Herts. ROBERTUS.
February, 25, 1873.

* He was for many years Deacon of the church and Superintendent of: the S8abbath Sehool
at Ely Place Baptist Chapel. - R

t The author of these lines was in_corrcspondence with this Philanthrophist at the time of
his decease, respecting a monument to Thomas Clarkson, the Anti-Slavery Chamjplon, who was
a native of Wisbeach. .

1 A new chapel had long becen the wish of his heart, and so near was the ceripletion of that
desire, that the writer had acccpted his invitation to be present at the opening. '-

CONVERSION TO PROTESTANTISM OF PROFESSOR
LOFTUS.  °

TO CARDINAL CULLEN, THE POPE'S LEGATE IN IRELAND.

May it please your Eminence, .

Affer a long and serious consideration I have at last resolved, not without
much pain and anxiety, upon abandoning the errors of Rome, and joining the
pure and undefiled religion of Christ, as contained in God’s Holy Word. As
you would doubtless wish to know what were the reasons that induced me to
take this step, I shall here state them as briefly and as plainly as possible.

The Church of Rome says and teaches (vide Scavini de Sacramentis) that
every time the Mass is celebrated the Sacrifice of Calvary is renewed, and
that the Saviour of the world is again offered to his Father, as the victim of
our sins, and as an atonement for the living and the dead. .

This dogma is mainly built upon the solemn words employed by Christ at
the institution of the Lord’s Supper (Matt. xxvi. 26-28), and his exhortations
to his disciples in the sixth chapter of St. John’s Gospel. Of these last, in
order to prevent misapprehension, he distinctly asserted the spiritual nature
—*“The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life,”
(John vi. 63.) o )

1t is also manifest that the words, “ This is my body,” and * This is my
blood,” could only be meant to imply that the bread represented His body, and
the wine His blood, and are no more to be understood litcrally, than we are to
suppose our Lord Himself to have been actually a door, a vine, a lamb or a
way. Besides, as the blood of the paschal lamb was a symbol, so by analogy
cre the Eucharistic elements. Indeed, there is no word in Hebrew which
axpresses ' to signify,” or “represent,” and consequently, “it is” wase
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employed for “it signifies” by a common Oriental idiom. Examples of this
idiom abound in the Bible.

In fine, the doctrine of Transubstantiation, as held and taught by the
Rowmish Church, is impossible, absurd, and unscriptural ; and as I have seen in
countries where Romanism reigns supreme, has given rise to superstitious
practices, degrading and foolish in the extreme. I therefore disbelieve in the
Mass ; and on the authority of God'’s Word, I believe that the Mass, whether
High Mass or Low Mass, is nothing less than a lie and a cheat—a lie towards
God, and a cheat towards the souls of men.

I reject the dogma of Papal Infallibility. After attentively studying the
remarkable bool published by Pére Gatry, and the unanswerable speech
against the new article of faith delivered by the Hungarian Bishop Stross-
mayer, it is impossible for any Roman Catholic to accept it and believe in it,
no matter what pains and penalties he incurs thereby.

Allow me here to state from my own intercourse with Romanists on the
Continent, where I have been living for the last sixteen years, I can fearlessly
assert that the intelligent and educated among them thoroughly disbelieve,
and are heartily ashamed of this huge and monstrous blasphemy, which was
voted and carried by a majority composed almost exclusively of Italians,
whilst the Prelates, renowned for their varied attainments, and highly cul-
tivated intellects, strenuously but vainly opposed it, as fraught with dangers
to the Papacy, and liable to cause hundreds of sincere Romanists to abjure
the teachings of their Cliurch. ’

I here publicly reject and abjure for ever the Adoration of images, Auricular
Confession (fons et origo malorum), the sale of indulgences and Dispensations
which is openly and unblushingly carried on to this very day in Portugal and
Spain ; Prayer in an unknown tongue, Purgatory, Mariolatry, the saying of
Masses for the Dead, an unexhaustible source of revenue for the Church ; the
Celibacy of ‘the Clergy, so ably confuted lately by Pére Hyacinthe; the
Immaculate Conception; and last, though not least, the prohibition concern-
ing the study or reading of God's Holy Word : all of which dogmas were
utterly unknown and therefore untaught by the primitive Irish Church.

Again, Romanism is the religion of intolerance, of blindness, and of
bigotry. It can adapt itself to the times and surrounding circumstances ; it
can be gentle as a lamb when it suits its purposes, and fierce as a tigress to
accomplish its designs. It can put forth the velvet paw to allure, and its
talons to rend and devour.

Its reckless principle, that the end justifies tlie means, was lately unveiled
in a decision given by Judge Keogh, himself a Roman Catholic, and in the
scandalous and unexampled treatment experienced by the Rev. Mr. O'Keefe,
the respected and learned parish priest of Callan.

It is said, and I believe with truth, that Ireland is the stronghold of the
Papacy. In other countries, where Popery had held undisputed sway, its
power is greatly broken. In-Spain, which quenched the light of the Reform-
ation, the door has been opened for the Bible, and Christian missionaries are
preaching, with glad hearts and jubilant voices, the glorious truth : ® The
just shall live by faith.” Andso there is hope for Ireland. The instruction
communicated by the National Schools effect much good. Ignorance was a
soil on which superstition might grow and luxuriate, but it dreaded the light
of knowledge, and feareéd the entrance of truth. I say, there is hope for
Ireland, for now the religion of the Bible labours here, untrammelled by state
ald or patronage, preaching justification by faith alone, and the renewal of
the heart in righteousness and true holiness, the very life and essence of the
doctrines of the Reformation, and the very soul of living truth.

In conclusion, I thank and bless Almighty God for His infinite mercies
towards me, and [ fervently ask Iiwm to take the generous, but poor, deluded
people of this fair and beautiful land from under the feet of the deified idol
of Rome, to the throne of the Lamb of God, in whom elone they can fiud peace,
pardon, and life eternal.
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As for mywelf, I intend, with God’s grace, to wage a war a oufrance upon
the Papacy, taking for my motto, in a noble selse, “ No Surrender’—no
surrender to the power of Rome or the serried ranks of hell, until Ireland shall
bow down to the sceptre of her gracious Redeemaer.

And now, one word to yourself, personally and affectionately. Embrace the
truth yourself, as it is in Jesus, even in your old age, and roject the false
teachings which I have enumerated;-and .teach the people over whom you
have influence to go and do likewise. * The truth will mako you and them
free, and bring you all into the glorious liberty of the gospel of Christ ;and
Ireland herself will enter upon a new career 3f usefulness and internal peace ;

and, keeping pace with the intellect that is now, more than at any former

period, beginning to adorn thé land ; she

and glorious.
Dublin.

may really and truly become great

I am,

James Lortus.

PRODUCTIONS OF

THE PRESS.

¢ Operations of Grace.”—This cheorful
little book contains some of the best of
John Kent's hymns; including that rare
piece of poetry called, his Experience.
The printing and getting up is truly com-
mendable, being printed and published by
R. Banks, Racquet Court, Fleet street.

The Systematic Bible Teacker proposes
such regenerating reforms in our Sabbath
Schools, as to secure for it a more exten-
sive patronage than any existing work of
the kind. Mr. John Green in this, and his
other works, deserves the encouragement
of all who wish well to our children, to our
nation, and to the spread of biblical know-
ledge.

The Garden Oracle for 1873 contains
new tables of temperatures, hot-water
heating, the calculation of various kinds
of work, &e. One of the most important
of the miscellaneous articles in this Shil-
ling Annual is one on “"Disease-Proof Po-
tatoes.” The Garden Oracle for 1873 is
pretty, useful, interesting, and instructive
to all who love the garden, the field, or
the sciences which turn the wilderness into
a paradise.

The New York Daily Witness gives
a splendid review of Texas, which contains
280,000 miles of arable land. It is quite
a world in itself. *“Texas is not an
Eldorado; there are no mines to be
sprung, no hidden wealth that will leap
suddenly into fortune; it is simply a vast
territory of moist, fertile land, lying in a
climate unsurpassed in the world, and
awaiting the patient hand of industry,
which it will in due time fill with plenty,
and occasionally with wealth, Mere
speculators will find no place for them in
Texas; the honest mechanic, the indus-

trious farmer, the patient laborer, the
enterprising man of business, may all find
hones there ; and in duetime competence,

and possibly fortune.” \

Toplady's Conversion.—This sacred dis-
play of the power of Divine grace, effected
in a barn in Ireland, through the instru-
mentality of a poor layman, 18 beautifully
pourtrayed in Mr. Winters' Life and Writ-
ings of Toplady, to be had of F. Davis, in
Chapter House Court, St. Paul’s, Our re-
view still waits ; but Mr. Winters is well
qualified to give us poor people a library
of the lives of the peers now in the upper
House. .

The Heavenly Jerusalem, &c. London:
T. Nelson and Sons. The late James
Burns has, in this splendid little volume,
said as much about Heaven as well can
be said. We know our Lord spake of the
glory and certainty of the ‘‘many man-
sions” in His Father’s house, in order to
cheer the hearts of His disciples; and
when to the believer's heart the promise
of Home with Jesus is applied ; and when
the prospect isopened clearly it does greatly
help us on in our pathway of sorrow here;
but, with thousands of the true seekers,
the serious question often arises secretly
within,—* Shall I among them stand ?”

‘ Christopher Ness, and His Antidote.”—
The Sword and Trowel for March, 1873,
has a {)aper by Samuel Couling which we
felt glad to see, because it not only re-
commends that good old puritan’s defence
of riE Gospel ; but also encourageth a new
and better edition of it than has yet been
published. If our Strict Baptist Friends
would unitetogether, only givingone penny
each, we would (».v.) epeedily produce a
correct, handsome, and cheap edition.
From another article in The Sword and
Trowel it comes out that C. H. Spurgeon
has been much abused of late. IHe says,
“ Our experience as to the effect of furious
attacks has been somewhat similar to that
of Luther, of whom Michelet has the fol-
lowing note,—* Licing one day in vory high
spirite at table, Luther said to Michelet—
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Be not scandalized to see me so merry. I

121

A Letter to Mr. T. J. Briscoe; by «

have just read a letter violently abusing ' Disappointed Brother Jones, &e. London:

me. Qur affairs must be going on well,
sinco the Dovil is storming us so!’” In
our long, perhaps we may add, in our
little way of contending lor that which we
believe to be for Christ's glory, and for
His Church’s good,.we had as good a share
of abuse a8 1ost of our kind.  There aro
three or four armies marching through
this and other countries whose  private”
business has been to abuse us. We think
it quite a pity that good men who cannot
do our work should try to hinder us: we
also feel sometimes as merry as good Mar-
tin, when we find, the more fiercely the
battle rages, the more our work prospers.
The fifteenth Psalm ought to be enough to
prevent any Godly man from abusing or
slandering his neighbour; but, alas, tbe
pure and tender conscience, and the com-
munion of saints are things rarely enjoyed.

“I Glory in the Emancipation of my
Country.”—Our friend, Mr. Lee, of
Brooklyn, New York, sends us papers
from United States, for which we thank
him. We do not exactly understand the
order of Mr. H. W. Beecher’s faith ; but
itis clear he is a powerful orator; and
from some things we read, it appears that
he is a lively, an affectionate, and an
energetic worker for the recovery of his
fellow men from the misery of slavery,
ignorance, and death. In a recent fare-
well address, when going a journey to the
Western States, he said, he rejoiced in
the emancipation, and gloried in the
destiny of his country. We believe, that
throughout the States, there is & wonder-
ful profession of the Gospel; and we
trust that thousands upon thousands truly
love and devoutly believe in the Lord
Jesus ; although high up in the fields of
the Now Covenant, they have not yet
beheld the ancient and eternal settlements
of grace. The following is a stirring and
encouraging paragraph:—¢“The progress
of the Baptists in North Carolina has been
something remarkable, The first church
of the denomination was organised in
1727, at which time the Quakers and the
Episcopalians constituted the great
majority of the people. In 1790 the
Baptists had inereased to 7,000; in 1812,
to 13,000 ; in 1845, to about 79,000; and
last year, to over 100,000—or one com-
municant to every twelve of the popula-
tion, and about as many as the aggregate
of all other Christian denominations. The
Episcopalians and Quakers now number
togother just about the same as the
Baptists did in 1790, and not quite us
many as were added to the latter by
baptism last yoar.”

R. Banks. This little book presents us
with the intellectual likeness of two dif-
ferent kinds of Christians. Which of the
two is the best, or whether both are hest
in their own way are serious questionms.

. **Brother Jones” is an unflinching defen-

der of the Gospel, as our Lord Jesus
Christ and His apostles gave it. Mr.
Briscoe, as brother Jones believes, is in-
clining fowards a more modern theology
than God’s revealed will will justify.
Bigotry and Liberality are the terms by
which the classes of Christian Confessors
are now distinguished. Brother Jones
will be called a bigot, simply because he will
not add unto, nor take from the words of the
Book ; while Mr. Briscoe will be considered
a liberal, because his ministry mightappear
to assume a wider sphere. We shall take
time to think over this “ Letter.” We may
notice that appended to it is a good paper
written by Mr W, Felton many years since.

Sir Donald McLeod.—Mr, Frith, of
New Bexley, has issued through Elliot
Stock, a skilful and striking little memoir
of that holy, devoted, and earnest Christian
who, by one unhappy step on the Metro-
politan line, was suddenly cut off in the
midst of a life of usefulness. As we sat by
the bedside of a devoted Christian lady,
who had just been hurled on to the ground
by a careless engine jerk on the same line,
and who is seriously mjured, we expressed
this feeling—it is easy enough to sing

‘“ Not a single shaft ean hit
Till the God of love sees fit ”

when 70 shaft kas kit us ; but, when some
unexpeeted blow has laid us helpless and
full of pain on our bed, it then needeth
much grace to realize that submission ex-
pressed by the ancient prophet,—«“It is
the Lord, let him do as seemeth him good.”

“Jesus! Saviour!!” — These two
words, which first came from heaven, and
which have filled with holy joy the hearts
of thousands on earth; these precious
words—“ Jesus, Saviour,” are at the head
of a prayer poem in Mr. Mackey's Prison
Poems.  Two verses of this poew will
find an echo in every Christian heart.
Yea, the whole poem is a true picture
of the inside of ¢tke mew man; but the
following are our daily cry:—

Jesus, Saviour, while I pray,

Bid all anxious fears depart;

Permit me not from Thes to stray,

And drive all doubtings from my heart.

Jesus, Saviour, while I pray,

0, touch my heart with heavenly fire ;

And teach mo how to live each day,

As one who still keeps mounting higher.

On “the death of my lamented friend
and follow labourer, Mr. W. Murphy,” G.
Mackey has also furnished a touching
“In Memoriam.”
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The Christian Press.—As we aro asked,
we reply—it is fast leading professors off
to the political, to the seneational, and to
the open communion—so called—liberal
schools, and fields of modern thought. All
they want of our churches 18 their
patronage ; but, in their acknowledgement
of us they will deal short, sour and shy.
We only exhort all to sce well to it, that
spirituality and their firm adhorence to
the faith and fellowship of the Grospel is
not lost in the gifted glitter and glare of
political professors and their publications.
Mr. James Grant's weekly Christian
Standard, is an exception. He is ex-
posing every kind of error—rending the
gaudy veil, and discovering the cloven foot.
Nevertheloss man’spower to accept offered
salvation, appears to have his counten-
ance.

Literary Notes.—* The prospect is, a
dry seed time, and a good summer,”—so
rays The Gardener's Magazine for March,
which is an horticultural omnibus, loaded
to the brim with pictures and papers,
pleasing and profitable to all true lovers
of nature.—A large table of evangelical
truth is laid out in honest style, by
Joseph Flory, the minister of Bethel
Chapel, Cheltenham, and the title of
which is, 4 Motto for 1873. Indeed, it is
amotto for any and every year;and in
the eternal glory kingdom it will be found
ag TRUB, a8 it 18 COMFORTING to us bere.
Such a consecutive and ably worked out
little body of divinity is rarely to bemet
with in these days. It can be had of
Frederick Davis, at the original Thursday
Penny Pulpit Office, in Chapter Honse
Court, near St. Paul's; (a place where
popery is just peeping up).—* Few, vERY
¥Ew, BEAL CHRISTIANS ARE IN GoSPEL
rrexrty ! ?  This sentence stands with a
thrilling clearness, and stands out with
terrible force, in the Gospel Magazine for
March, It isa letter from Henry Venn
to Lady Mary TFitzgerald, which letter is
worth more to God's own people than
the volumes of mixed theology extant in
this day. Gospel liberty is rarely
realired.” Why? Ah! we have not here
time nor room to tell the dreadful tale.—
«Tike a ferret,” The Monthly Record of
the Protestant Ewangelical Mission goes
persistently on, seeking to catch all the
Jesuitical and Romish rate in the
kingdom ; but, they grow so fast; they
are so cunning, and their baits are so
winning, that all the efforts made to stop
them appear too weak. A Protestant
demonstration should be made through-
out England, and Secretary Robert

THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

Steele ought to be presented with a suitable
testimonial, ne some encouragement for
his (ideon-like labours to extirpate the
modern Midianites now infesting the
whole land.—* The Springs of England’s
Greatness;” and “ The Men who have
Risen’’ are traced up with neatness in
Home Words, and in their rising we seo the
two powers of the human mind: First,
the deadly sEarousy of the weak, the
unwise, and the lazy, against those whom
the Lord doth help and honour. Secondly,
there is the innate faculty of great mings
of ‘““mever knowing when you are
beaten,” nover giving up the pursuit of a
good objeot until it is gained (Divine
Providence permitting). = Such a man
was Richard Arkwright, the patentee and
inventor of spinning machines. He
worked from five in the morning till nine
at night ; nothing discouraged, nothing
wearied him. Home Words gives him
honourable mention; and we refer all
lazy, puny, whimpering things to Richard
Arkwright for a pattern; while for the
POWER to perform their enterprise we
refer them to Gop AnmraaTy——whose
throne of grace is that holy place, where
weak ones are made strong.—* Gospel
Truths, or Old Paths” is a special pro-
duction ; we know nothing of editor or
writers; but, to us it is clear they have
the mind and spirit of Christ: down to
the root they go, and every feature of
grace is defined with a masterly hand.
‘We shall examine them more carefully if
we have time,.—* Their great aim is to kee
THE BIBLE out of the hands of t}lz;
people!”  Thus spake William to his
Mary, as Old Jonathan informs us, Mary
declared that the Ritualists are as bad
ag the Romanists. All common sense
people must agree to this; but, we go one
step farther; our conviction is, that tens
of thousands of people who have the
Bible neither read nor understand it.
If they did—and, oh! that the happy
day were come, that our people had the
lifeand light of the Holy Spiritshining in
their souls, and applying to them the deep
mysteries of TiHg Worp oF Gob ; for then
neither Arian, Socinian, Arminian, nor the
counterfeit Calvin could any longer delude
them as now they do. Everybody is
tongue-banging and pen-proscribing the
Romans and the Rituals. We believo
they are bad enough, but there are extremes
the other side; which are the worst we
dare not say. One thing we see Old
Jonathan is getting quite young again
and his City Court charactors are quite
charming.—The death of Emperor
Napoleon has put 7The Last Vials in a
great fix; but be is getting out pretty
woll, us wo shall nule when time serves.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

THE PILLARS OF THE TABERNACLE
ARE FALLING;

WHO WILL TAKE THEIR PLACE?
“ The man of God is buried !”

Thursday Night Feb. 27, 1873.—It
appears but the other day, that those four
men, Sir John Thwaites, John Carr, Edward
Butt, and James Wells, were all in full life,
earnest, zealous, and cheerful, in the cause of
Christ and His gospel. Sir John, and his
co-worker, Mr. Howard, left the family they
had so long been associated with, on account
of the new Tabernacle enterprize. They
gravely thought their pastor’s age and
strength indicated a quiet Enale in that place,
where he had spent so many years with such
amazing success, rather than engaging in the
arduous work of a new, a handsome, and a
costly Tabernacle. We all wish they could
have stood their ground and helped on the
work ; but, they sacrificed peace, home,
office, church fellowship, and friendships too,
rather than aid an effort, the results of which
they feared might not be substantially bene-
ficial,

‘Whether their convictions were the best or
not it is difficult to determine. One thing is
clear, the pastor and his people arose asone
man to build; a noble Tabernacle they did
build ; every farthing of its cost they paid ;

and there, in Wansey street, Walworth, it ‘

stands as a fine monument to the memory of

an extraordinary minister, and illustrative ot
the untiring energy of a faithful and devoted

pe%gle.
e can mnever forget Mr. John Carr’s | What I s
powerful and affectionate courage, as so often | pp o 1o

expressed in those singular words,
‘‘Faith laughs at impossibilities,

And says it shall be done!”’
IT was DONE! BUT, scarcely was it done,
when good John Carr fell ill and died. 1
saw him buried ; and heard Mr. Welly’
oration over the grave of one of the very best
friends he ever had in his life.

Sir John Thwaites had reached a lofty pin-
nacle of honour as a citizen-prince, when a
severe affliction brought him to death ; and 7
saw him buried ; and heard the late John
Foreman speak a tew words over his grave.

Then, alas! alas! as soon as the new
Surrey “Tabernacle was a free and well-
established house ; when we said,

It stands 1iko a palace built for God,”

a severe, a dreadful physical derange-
ment threw the beloved pastor into * the
gloomy valley of Achor’ for sixteen loug
months, and he died. I saw him buried ;
and heard the consecutive and truthful bio-

raphical address over his grave, by William
%rowther, Esq., which was listened to by such
a multitude of weeping and afflicted souls as 1
never witnessed before in my life; at the

deeply-lamented James Wells in his spacious,
but silent grave.

Scarcely had eleven months rolled round
from the solemn period of the pastor’s funeral,
before the deacon of all deacons, the pastor-
deacon, the man the church looked up to,
more than to any man; the steward of the
whole famnily; the chief director; even
Edward Butt himself, falls quietly into the
hands of death; aund, this day, the devout
men have carried him to his burial. I prp
NOT SBEE HIM BURIED; but I have re-
corded the event in another page.

Thus, in a very few years, we have seen
the blessed old Tabernacle forsaken ; the new
one erected ; its pastor, and three or four of
its most blessed deacons all laid in their
graves ; and when we now lcok at the build-
ing, we inly weep; when we now call to
mind, how the Protestors made the pastor
weep ; when we reflect upon all the storms
and struggles, the cares and conflicts, the
sicknesses 2nd deaths; the astonishing
changes in the occupiers of the pulpit; the
waves of sorrow, and the dark triumphs of
the grave—we wonder what it all doth
mean! Sure there are some lessons to be
learned here, even such as cannot he written
now. With an ancient poet, I can only
silently sing

“What means my trembling heart,
To be thus shy of death ;
My life and I sha’'n’t part,
Tho’ I resign my breath.
Sweet truth to me
I shall arise, and with these eyes
My Saviour see ! ™
hall see, before I thus see Him, I
t. How the church in the new
Surrey Tabernacle will now steer her course
is unknown to us. She is by deed, a Strict
Baptist community ; the place was erected
and paid for, as a New Testament Particular
Baptist Tabernacle; and one ot the deacons
lately felt it to be his duty to announce to
the congregation, that it was szill a Baptist
chapel : and believers could there he baptized.
But, Mr. Butt’s emphatic words ¢ we shall
never get a minister!” came with fore-
bodings of sorrow : at least they did to Mr.
Wells’ sincere friend C. W. BaxNKks.
ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF “THE
EARTHEN VESSEL.”

Notting Hill Gate. —Twenty-eighth
anniversary of the FEartlien Vessel, was
holden in Johmson Street Chapel, Mouaday,
March 10, 1873. Services commenced with
a prayer meeting at two. Messrs. A. Mar-
ton, of Reading, A. Miller, of Peckham, John
Vinceut, of Spalding, and Thomas Stringer,
of Stepucy, called most earncstly upon the
Lord iu prayer. Messrs. R. Minton, Thos.
Thiselton, aud C. W. Banks read appropiate
hymns. Soon after three, Mr. Crowther, of

close of which, Mr. Edward Butt read out | Gomersal, Lecds, entered the pulpit, and
an hymn, and we left the remains of the l delivered o thoughtful and usetul discourse
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from Proverbs xiv. 1,— Every wise woman
huildeth her house ; but the foolish plucketh
it down with her hands.”” A chapel full of
attentive listeners heard a sermon of gospel
truth, simplified by domestic and interesting
illustrations, Between 200 and 300 friends
took tea; a more happy company we have
not lately scen. We observed in their midst,
gool Father Jeffs, of Hounslow, brethren
Crowther, J. S. Anderson, R. Bardens,
Edwin Langford, Thomas Stringer, John
Vincent, R. G. Edwards, John Dixon, J.
Harrison, N. Oakey, Thomas James, James
Mote, Esq., C. Z. Turner, J . Battson, W. Sack,
Kemp, Thomas Austin, John Sales, David
Grant, W. Winters, and others of the Lord’s
devoted family. “John Wild, Esq., ot
Hayes, his family; and scveral of the good
workers at Hayes Tabernacle, came in a
large party, through snow, hail, wind, and
rain; which weather we understand, deterred
many from ascending Notting Hill. Mr.
Crowther presided over public meeting ; and
in his neat opening address, led us to antici-
pate a little criticism of the literary depart-
ment of “ the Earthen Vessel ; but, none
of the speakers entered much into the office
ot the Censor. We turned open our best ear
to all the speakers, but from all we could
gather, the speakers were very lenient. The
Chairman threw out some excellent hints as
regards the matter in the inside, and ox the
wrapper ; but, in our expectation of a fuller
developrent of suggestions for the ¢ Vesssel ™’
improvement we were disappointed. Mr. R,
Bardens gave a pleasant address; he had
dorived benefit both from “ the Earthen
Vessel ”’ and from ©“ Cheering Words,”” and
he encouraged the Editor.” Mr. Thomas
Stringer, took a wide course of reflective
thought npon the Pulpit, the Press, and the
Privilege of Prayer; and closed a kind of
garland address (full of flowers, fruits, and
precious stones) by reading some original
verses which his prolific mind had thrown
off expressive of his best wishes for the
Earthen Vessel, its Editor, and all belonging
to him. Mr. Edwin Langford followed with
a well-digested review of Protestant and
Romanistic movements. He spoke gratefully
and kindly of the Editor and his work. Mr,
Reynolds, Mr, John Vincent, Mr. Sack, Mr.
R. Banks, and the Chairman, gave brief and
careful remarks. James Mote, Esq., pleaded
for the collection. Mr. R. G. Edwards pre-
sen ted special prayer to God for His blessing
upon us all. The Editor, in his report, said,
by careful calculation, he believed  over
1,500,000, or aboutcne million and ahalf of /e
Euarthen Vessel had been circulated. Since
the last anniversary over 100,000 had
gone out. Mr. Mote believed “ the Vessel
hiad over 30,000 readers every month. The
Editor, iu returning thanks to the ministers
and friends for their kind attendanee and
lielp, asked the audience to take with them
one thought, one fact. He said it was an
easv thing ror good men to stand on a plat-
forin, and warn the people against papery,
and all the degenerate forms of a so-called
“ Religion of the Day,” and no man could

do that with greater effect than his brother .

THE EARTHEN VISSIL,

Thomas Stringer ; but it was another thing
—through the press—to go forth aiming to
stem the incoming torrent of the papacy. Tor
more than a quarter of a century, C.
Banks had pursued a hard course of conten-
tion against error ; but the consequences have
been fearful to himself and to his family. The
Romish power had now become so mighty ;
the Arminian and Socinian heresies had
now assumed such an almost universal in-
fluence ; and Protestant people were so Iuke-
warm, divided, and indiferent, that every
man who embarked in the fight for THE
FAITH, must prepare to suffer the loss of all
things, and be deemed a knave or arogue, by
those who sit at ense, and only condemn those
who practically go to work.” Wherever the
reat principles of Bible Truth and of Anti-
hristian errors had come into collision, the
foremost fighters were often slain. Slain, the
editor of ‘“ The Anti-Popish Review,” bad
been, Slain the editor of The Christian
Cabinet, The Gospel Times, and The
Gospel Guide, had heen. All these works
originated with C. W. Banks, and right well
he knew it. Nevertheless, in connection
with *“ The Earthen Vessel,” and *“ Cheer-
ing Words,” the Lord had given him near
thirty years good work, in connection with
their Fublication, and the preaching of the
Gospel; the Lord had given him hosts of
friends who helped to hold up his hands, And
in these works of publishing the Truth, he
was happy; he was constantly employed,
and hoped, until he was called away from this
warld, ever to continue a faithful and useful
witness of the Gospel of the grace of God,

CAMBERWELL.—To Editor of the
““ Vessel.””—Is there any danger in your
rendering assistance to us in our apparent
sinking condition ? Surely you have a rocket
left to send a_rope and aid to save the good
ship, * Shepherd’s Tent,”’ ere she becomes
a complete wreck ! Her under Captain fails
to manage ; if we judge rightly, he wishes
no one else to do so. Another mutiny has
taken place ; eighteen chief mates have gone,
with hosts of sailors, and lots of habes; and
yet the craft herself is as sound as when her
former captain and ‘‘part owner’’ so steadil
guided her. You remember he used to call
himself ** Michaih.”” It is all in confusion
now ; deadness, darkness, and death prevail.
The great captain lives, but his spirit is
grieved. I claim a little sympathy. You
must indeed be stout-hearted, not to weep in
witnessing the sadness and sorrowing of some
who have sailed in her for more than half a
century, who saw her in former times: their
harps are on the willows. It would grieve
you to see an old boatswain, whose name has
been on the ship’s books above fifty-three
years, compelled to leave his post ; all beeause
the skipper objects to consult the ship’s com~
pany. e must ask for a thorough investi-
gation of our position. I enclose my card.

A CABIN BOY IN FORMER TIMES,

[We have omitted much ; we would sug-
gest a remedy, but we wait the arrival of
coming and conclusive evidence. We sce the
root of all ; and saw itatthe beginning.—En.]



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD.

SURREY TABERNACLE,

Mn. Eprtor,—Last month I very inno-
cently remarked that * the three best preach-
ers wo have had belong to the Church of
England.” Some exceplion is taken to this
statement : not as to its truth, hut I am told
I ought not to have made it, because it puts
our Baptist brethren in the background,
That was not my intention : I only intended
to tell the truth, and I think I didso, Well,
in March we were to have had Mr. Clough
the first Sunday ; but he was seized with an
attack of asthma, and could not come, so we
had Mr. Smith, who doubtless did the best
he could. The second Sunday, Mr. Hatton,
from Redhill, was the preacher. The third
Sunday Mr. Crowther, of Leeds, was again
with us, and in the morning—when I heard
him—delivered a masterly gospel sermon.
Then the fourth sabbath we l];m one of the
churchmen again—Mr. Bradbury ; and, as
if to confirm my statement of him when he
first came, and to affirm the remark about
the churchmen I made last month, the people
filled the Tabernaele to overflowing ; and the
Word, as delivered by this radical churchman,
was received with joy and gladness; and I
think the sooner Mr. Bradbury leaves the
Church of England and becomes a strict
Baptist, the sooner he will be in that position
that best aceords with his mind and ex-
perience.

A handsome mural tablet, in memory of
the late Mr. James Wells, has just been
placed by hischurch and congregation on one
side of the pulpit, in the Surrey Tabernacle.

The tablet, which is seven feet in height,
is sculptured in the purest white marble,
upon a background of handsome deove marble,
the aim of the sculptor being to make the
design harmonize in style and colour with the
adjacent decoration of the chapel.

The pediment contains, in bold relief, a
celestial crown rising out of clouds, beneath
which issue rays of glory.

The centre of the tablet has the nawe
thus :—

IN AFFECTIONATE REMEMBRANCE OF
JAMES WELLS,

(surrounded by branches of ivy and laurei,
under which is the following inscription) : —
WHO, IIAVING BEEN DELIVERED FROM
TIE TERRORS OF GOD'S HOLY LAW
BY TIE POWERFUL APPLICATION TO IS SOUL
OF THAT PRECTOUS DECLARATION ISAIAI 54,8,
STRAIGUTWAY WENT AND PREACHED
IN THE IIGIWAYS THAT GOSPEL WHICIH
TO IS OWX SOUL LIAD
BECOME TIE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION.
IN THE YEAR 1830, BY MEANS OF HIS MINISTRY,
TIIS CILURCII WAS FORMED,

AND FOR 42 YEARS LIE WAS PASTOR TIEREOF :
1S TILEME IN LIFE WAS THE MERCY OF JEHOVAIL
IN AN EVERLASTING COVENANT,
ORDERED IN ALL TIINGS AND SURE,

AND WIICIHL IN TILE 8WELLING OF JORDAN
BECAME ALL (11§ SALVATION AND ALL HIS
DESIRE.
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HE ENTERED INTO PEACE
ON SABBATM AFTERNOON MARCI 10TH, 1872,
AGED 69 YEARS.

An enriched panel in the base also bears
the following inscription :—

A DILIGENT STUDENT OF GOD'S WORD,

A FAITHFUL EXPOSITOR OF ITS TEACHINGS,
AND AN EARNEST CONTENDER FOR THE
DOCTRINES OF SOVEREIGN GRACE, HE STUDIED
TO SHOW IIIMSELF APPROVED OF GOD.
THIS TABLET I8 ERECTED BY THE 30RROWING
CHURCH AND CONGREGATION,

The pilasters, architrave, and mouldings
arc all chastely carved with appropriate
ornament; the whole tablet is highly
polished and rests upon two scroll brackets.

The tablet has been executed at a cost of
110 guineas, by Mr. W. T. Hale, sculptor,
of 35, Baker strect, London, W., who will
be happy to supply effective photographs of
the same, in three sizes. R.

LIMEHOUSE.—Third anniversary of
formation ot church meeting in Coverdule
Schoolroom, Waterloo street, Commercial
road, E., took place Wednesday, March
12, 1873. Mr. Kempston preached a sermon
at three ; and at five, upwards of 100 friends
took tea. In the evening a sermon was
preached by Mr. Langford. Service com-
menced by Mr. Savill giving out the hymn,
‘ Kindred in Christ,” and he said, “ Thisis
3rd anniversary of the formation of the Strict
Baptist Church in this place; during that
time the Lord had been very gracious unto
them. There were some present who did not
know we were Baptists, but we are, and
strict Baptists too; some had been taken
from them there to the church above, while
others had been added unto them. They
had not yet obtained a settled pastor,
although they had had as many preachers as
there had been months; but they trusted
the Lord would, in his owu time, send them
the right man; meanwhile they had to
thank God and take courage.” Mr. Lang-
ford preached an excellent discourse from
Matt. xx. 28,— Even os the Son of Man
came mnot to be ministered unto, but to
minister,”” &c. A happy service closed by
singing ‘‘ Praise God from whom,” &c. A
large company was present.

ONE WHO wAs THERE.

HADLOW, KENT.—The Baptist cause
here has lost one of their deacons, Mr. John
Holmes. He was pitched out of a light con-
veyance, through the wheel coming off’; he
broke his leg; the break was so terrible, he
was obliged to submit to amputation; he
%rndun.lly sunk into death, Mrs. Nye, of

unbridge, by whom he was employed, pur-
chased a low four-wheel conveyance for his
safety ; it had been to the coach maker’s for
something to be done; the wheel was not
properly secured ; it has proved our ways are
not the Lord’s ways; so true it is,

“(rod moves in a mysterious way.”
L, BANFIELD,



126

FUNERATL OY MR. EDWARD BUTT.

Last mouth we furnished our readers with
some particulars of the last days of Mu.
Ldward Butt, & name which had become
familiar to most of our churches. The
funeral took place on Thursday, 27th. At
half-past two in the afternoon the mourn-
ful procession lett the residence of the
deceased in Camberwell, consisting of a four-
horse hearse and six mourning coaeches. The
first containeu Mr. Butt’s nephew and Exe-
cutor, Messrs. Stringer, Morgan, and Pells;
the second, six of the deacons of the Surrey
Tabernacle, Messrs. Boulden, Beach, T.
Carr, Lawrence, Mead, and Rundell; the
third contained some intimate friends of the
deceased, Messts. E. Carr, Fielding, Hanns,
Smith, and Nicholson; the fourth -and fifth
were  occupied by gentlemen from the
Sunday School Union, among whom were
Charles Reed, M.P. for Hackney, J. E.
Tresidder, ot the London School Board ;
Mr. Hall, Mr. Newson, and others, who ha
been conneeted with Mr. Butt at the union
for many years; the sixth was occupied by
Messrs. J. Backett, W. S. Syms, Davey,
Dorey, King, and Robert Banks.

On arriving at Nunhead Cemetery it was
met by a large concourse of triends, whose
numbers would, doubtless, have been largely
increased but for the inclement state of the
weather, still we should suppose there were
not less than between 400 and 500 gathered
in the cemetery. The service was conducted
round the open grave, and consisted of an
address by Mr. Thomas Stringer, (no other
minister taking any part in the proceedings)
singing ahymn and 2 short prayer.

The spot chosen is neafly facing the grave
in which Mr. Wells is buried. " It was hoped
and desired by many that the body would
have becn taken into the Surrey Tahernacle,
and a service held there, especially as
the state of the weather was such as
to preclude the hope of being able to
hold a service of any duration in the open
ground ; and it was quite useless to entertain
theidea of doing so in the Cemetery Chapel,
as that would not accommodate 50 persons.
It was argued that no precedent was to be
found for so doing; but it was felt in Mr.
Butt’s case that an exception should have
heen made, but we believe the matter did not
lay with the deacons, so that we ought not
perbaps to complain, Mr. Stringer’s address
made reference to Mr. Butt’s position as a
deacon, as a friend to the poor, as a great
advocate of the Aged Pilgrims’ Friend
Society, and as a man who had maintained
for over 40 years a position in connection
with the Sunday School Union, with much
honour, integrity, and respect. Reference
was also made to the spiritual life of the
departed, to the truths he so firmly held for
a number of years, and to his devoted
labours for the good of the church, with
which he had been connected. At the close
of Mr. Stringer’s address a hymn was sung
and prayer offered. The friends then took a
last gaze at the grave and its contents,
mnongst whom was the widow of the late
Mr. James Wells, whoseemed deeply affected.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL,

It was announced that on Sunday eveninﬁ
following the funcral, Mr. Clough woul
make some observations on the death of Mr:
Butt. This brought together a great number
of people—but, in this particular,—only to be
disappointed. Why Mr. Clough was chosen
to preach Mr. Butt’s funeral scrmon, we
could not understand, sceing he knew little
or nothing of Mr, Butt. Owing to indis-
osition, Mr. Clough did not appear, but scnt
trom Yorkshire a David Smith, who is doubt-
less a good Christian man, but certaiuly a
man who has ncither the ability nor suitable
phraseology for a eongregation lile that at
the Tabernacle. So we had no funeral sermon.
At the closc of the evening sermon, the clerk
made a few remarks respecting the departed,
and the service closed. May the Lord raisc
up a man as cnergetic and as devoted to the
interests of the church as Edward Butt was,
is the prayer of] yours in sorrow, GIDEON,
SPALDING, Marcb 4, 1873.— Bcloved
Brother Banks: I have solemn tidings; the
good Lord has called home our mueh esteemed
beloved James Wright; he enjoyed the Lord’s
presence, and fell asleep in the arms of his
loving Lord on Lord’s-day evening, 22nd
Feh%ugry, in the 70th year of his a%'e. Our
brother was an honourable member 38 years;
held the office of deacon over 30 years ; he was
mighty in prayer, affectionate, kind, forbear-
ing ; exercising every good word and work.
May the Lord raise up one as faithful and as
zealous for the Redeemer’s cause.—G. COLE.
[Our venerable brother George Cole has
been connected with Love Lane Church over
60 years. We desire to get him on the Aged
Pilgrims’ Pension List. No man more de-
serving. Who will help us 2—Ep.]
STEPNEY. — CAVE ADULLAM. — On
Lord’s-day, March 1Gth, and Tuesday, the
18th instant, we celebrated our pastor’s fifth
anniversary.  Sermons were ably and
lovingly preached by Messrs. Lynn and
Briscoe. The truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, was blessedly set
forth, not in wvinegar but in Ilove. On
Tuesday evening we were favoured to
listen to four of the most savoury and
intellectmal addresses that eyer were de-
livered in this place, from Tim. iii. 16.—
The venerable brethren, Dickerson and
Stovel, spake on the clauses ‘‘God manifest
in the flesh,” * justified in the spirit,”
“Seen of angels,” and the brethren Webb
and Griffith from the two clauses ‘‘ believed
onin the world,” and ‘‘received up into
glory.” For three years we have been at peace
amongst ourselves, and although we have
bad to contend with difficulties of no mean
order, we have been graciously helped, and
feel that there is a bright future in store for
us. Our Sunday school is prospering, and
the ministry of our pastor is still sound and
blessed of the Lord ; and pastor, deacons, and
people are one in heart and pul;.pose, seeking
the glory of God and welfarc of the church,
and the extension of the Saviour’s kingdom.
May it Jong continue is the prayer of onc who
still remains in Tue Cive,



AND CLRISTIAN RECORD.

MR. JOHN BUNYAN McCURE’S
THIRTY-THIRD ANNIVERSARY.

First Sunday in March, 1873, Mr. J. B.
McCure commemorated "his thirty-third
anniversary in the ministry. In the course
ot his sermon on that occasion, in Eden
Chapel, he said :—

“ Thirty-three years I have heen preach-
ing the Gospel of Christ, and have never
preached any other from March 1, 1840, till
March, 1873. God has honoured my labours
wherever I have preached ; very, very many
have been the souls born ‘again, both where
I have statedly laboured, and in those parts
where I have gone torth ; at home and abroad ;
on the land and on the'sca; souls have been
blessed and souls have been delivered from
the power of Satan. Since my return to
England, I have had many dear souls given
to me as seals to my ministry. My lotis now
cast in Cambridge, in a large field for Gospel
Iabour, where 1 stand alone as to my minis-
terial help and co-operation, but not alone
as to Christian love and acceptance among
my own people, above all, not alone as to the
help and irace of my loving and faithful
Master, who has not only given me very
great liberty and power in the Gospel in
Eden Chapel, but that precious Gospel the
Holy Ghost has blessed to very many. In
this I do rejoice, and will rejoice, for that is
the great object of my preaching, viz., the
exaltation of Christ in the salvation of souls;
for this I have travelled and travailed in birth,
and God has brought forth children, praise
ye the Lord! In the government of the great
Lord of the harvest, in disposing of his ser-
vants, whom He employs and sends forth to
work in his vineyard, He never makes a
mistake! He will never send a man into
His vineyard unless He has a work for Him
to do, and He will never remove a servant
from one part of the vineyard until his work
is done in that particular part, and when it
is, then watch the hand of the Master, who
‘“shall open and none shall shut; and He
shall shut and none shall open.”” For thirty-
three years my gracious Master has thus
dealt with His servant.  This Cambridge
door is now opened; I mever sought it!"I
never spoke one word to any person, neither
did I in ony way influence the minds of those
who were very desirous that I might become
the pastor of Eden Chapel, Cambridge. I
felt determined from the first not to tonch a
latch in opening the door in my coming here.
Indeed, I did not want to come; I did not
want to leave Pimlico, and yet I felt con-
strained to act a8 [ did. TFrom first to last
necessity was laid upon me. Under that
nceessity I determined not to take upon my-
self the responsibility of building a new
chapel, but return the monies to the sub-
scribers—which was done, and then sceing
that the door wasopened for me (but NOT BY
ME) in Cambridge I felt constrained to ac-
cept the invitation of the church to the pns-
torate. Well, have signs followed that it
was heaven’s will that I should eome to
Cambridge? An importaut church and con-
gregation of honoured renown, without a
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ministerial leader, with discordant clcments,
in a state of convulsion, that was likely to
rend both the church and congregation, is
now in peace, and united togcther in the
Gospel ; and, including myself and wife, eight
members have been received into the church
since I accepted the pastorate. Three have
come forward for baptis