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"By TRUTH conducted, and hy Scripture taught, 
To CHRIST-' THE DooR '-the ransomed soul is brought: 
Sees and admires HIM, as the Rose-the Vine; 
The Trer, the Shepherd, and the Ark divine." 

AFTER twenty-nine years' imperfect service in the issue of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL AND CHRISTIAN RECORD, I am permitted once 

more to address you-the readers and supporters of this monthly
with gratitude to ALMIGHTY GOD who has thus far lengthened out my 
days ; and with thankfulness to you, dear friends, for your continued 
and increasing encouragement of my endeavours to publish the Gospel, 
and, in some humble measure, to furnish reports of the progress of 
New Testament principles in different parts of the evangelized dominions 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

No words can express the deep sense of imperfection which I daily 
see and feel to be connected with all I am and with all I attempt to do; 
and when I review the last forty-five years during which I have been 
following on to know the LORD : when I call to mind the wormwood 
and the gall on the one hand, and the tender providences of God 
toward m,e on the other hand, I cannot help silently saying in my soul, 
"It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed : because His 
compassions fail not." 

Before many more years have rolled over my head-it may be even 
before many months have passed away-the lines which the ancient Dr. 
Thomas Gibbons penned down, about one hundred years ago, will be 
mine, wherein he said,-

" Nothing of mortal life for me remains: 
A shivering ague shoots through all my veins." 

But was that all the Doctor had to say? Nay, indeed it was not: and 
the Lord forbid that that should be all I shall have to say. Through 
the mercy of our God, may I and you, dear reader, then, with the dying 
Gibbons, exclaim,-

VoL. XXX. JAN., 1874.) B 
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"But Thou, de1tr Saviour, to my soul art nigh; 
And springs of life perenni1tl wilt supply. 

Why should my spirit tremble to remove 
To regions of immortal PEACE 1tnd LOVE? 
Our JEsus deigns to send His angels down 
To guide and guard me to my heavenly crown. 

Then quit this body, tottering to its fall: 
Heaven shall to nobler life this dust recall! 

But thou hast si1111'd!-Theawful truth is owned· 
Still Jesu's blood for all their guilt atoned, ' 
°"'ho for their crimes in deep repentance grieve, 
And, for salvation, in His name believe. 

Bnt death u dreadful. True! yet 'tis the road 
,Vhich opens to th' enjoyment of my God: 

And the sure grace of Jesus shall not fail 
To lead and aid thee through the gloomy vale: 
Since He has triumph'd o'er thy direful foes, 
Satan, and sin, and death with all their woes. 

Then, 0 my soul, with pleasure quit thy clay, 
And to thy Saviour's bosom tow'-r away!" 

''Amen! Amen!" in faith I cry; 
And when my turn ehall come to die, 
0 JEsus ! Lift my soul on high. 
Amen! Amen! with prayer I sigh, 

When I was at 1\Ir. Garrard's Jubilee, a Nottingham gentleman
-after I had done speaking-said to his wife, " What enP:rgetic old gentle
man is that?" She told him it was C. W. Banks. He wrote and told 
me of the circumstance; and I felt quite surprised: for, ten thousand 
praises be unto my Lord, I do not feel so much of the old gentleman 
3,bout me yet. The other Sunday I went through four services as easy 
as ever: and this month of January I stand engaged to travel hun
dreds of miles ; and to preach in different parts of the north ; and if 
m:, Heavenly Lord and Master will support and supply, preserve and 
prepare me, I shall go through my work as cheerfully as ever. If He 
says, Nay; may I lie at His feet, and be resigned to His will. 

Dear Readers of the Earthen Vessel,-! am coming to you, in this 
opening address, with a special word which came into my ·soul from the 
Lord Himself. So, at least, I have believed. 

For many years past I have seen that the visible Church on earth 
sta.nds in two Circles, and in a qrand internal, Spiritual Centre. 

The Extreme Outer Ct'rcle comprises the Papal and the, so-called, 
Protestant National Establishment. 

The Inner Circle consisteth of the professedly Evangelical Communi
ties, of various names, of different shades and sorts of FAITH ; but all 
of them called by the term believers in, and followers of, the LORD 
JESUS. 

There is, sirs, that which may be termed THE GRAND INTERN.AL 
SPIRITUAL CENTRE. Our God calJeth it" the midst:" "THE TREE 
OF LIFE" was "IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN:" and there it is 
now: JESUS CHRIST, the ETERNAL SON OF GOD, is in the 
midst, in the ver_y centre of His Church. His livir::g, His regenerated, 
His sanctified, His sealed people, are called "a people near unto Hrn: " 
they are in vital union, and iu spiritual fellowshjp with the Apostle and 
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High Priest of our Profession. You may see from Scripture the 
peculiar features of this people. 

Staud still for one moment and ponder over the distinction which 
the HOLY GnosT doth make between the three degrees of Professing 
Christendom. 

THE lNNEil CENTilE peoplo are expressly defined by three features of 
character : ( 1) " The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." So readeth our 
translation: but the Hebrew is really closer than that: it may be read, 
"The Lord is nigh to the broken of heart; and saveth the contrite of 
spirit I" (See Psalm xxxiv. 18). This is centre work-the heart is 
broken by the law, the spirit is contrite by the Gospel; and Jesus to 
that heart and spirit is very nigh indeed. David, in the Old Testament, 
poor Mary, in the New, are witnesses in truth: (2) " Surely His salva
tion is nigh them that FEAR Him, that glory may dwell in our land." 
This genuine fear of the Lord is the beginning of all true wisdom ; it is 
declared to be a fountain of life, to depart from the snares of death. 
This fountain of life is in the CENTRE. Oh, blessed, holy fear ! It is 
a cleansing fountain of life to the soul ; it is a healing fountain of peace 
to the conscience ; it is a comforting fountain of love to the heart ; it is 
the israce of God which bringeth SALVATION. But (3) "The LoRD is 
nigh unto all them that CALL UPON Him ; to all that Gall upon Him in 
truth." Thus you have a three-fold Scriptural description of the 
lNTEilNAL CENTRE souls, who INTO JESUS CHRIST believe. 

THE lNNEil CIRCLE people were described in olden time in language 
like this, which JEsus Himself did speak: "This people draweth niqh 
unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me : but in vain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men!" (Matt. viii. 9, 10). I ask you, 
is there not much reason to fear that our professing nations are filling 
up churches with this class of people ? 

THE OUTER CIRCLE : I almost fear to venture any comment U:pon 
them; but to me it seems as if Balaam did express their state when he 
" took up his parable." Is not the whole system of the national, the 
formal, the external worshippers, merely " taking up a parable?" Thus 
_Balaam cries out, " I shall see Him, but not now: I shall behold Hm, 
but NOT NIGH." Oh, ye poor outer circle men, 

".Ask your conscience, where's your treasure? 
For, be certain, there's your heart." 

Let me make a clear confession. For many years I have been toil
ing to reach, to warn, to awaken the dwellers in the two circles already 
named. All such efforts have been, as far as I can see now, worse than 
useless ; but it was not until very recently that I saw that was not my 
work: for, day after day, there came sounding in the silent chamb~rs 
of my soul those words spoken by Paul, " Feed the Church of God, which 
He hath purchased with His own blood." 

Most amazino·ly powerful, exceedingly precious, and inconceivably 
full did those wo~ds appear to me I Again and again did they roll over 
my soul ; :,gain and ao-ain did I repeat them, "Feed the Church of God, 
which Ho hath purclia~ed with His own blood!" . 

At length I sat down and wrote the following little paper, which I 
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here introduce for the perusal of such as will read it; for, of all the 
Scriptures I have lately had applied to my heart, none have appeared 
more foll, or more imperative in direction than those. great words of the 
Holy Ghost, by the Apostle Paul. To myself I said, "Two of the 
largest lines of holy truth which my eyes have fallen on lately are 
tho~e in Paul's solemn charge to the Elders of Ephesus. One line 
represents the great object on which all the eyes of the glory-world are 
intensely set ; it is "The Church of God which He bath purchased 
with His own blood." The other line is that which speaks to ministers, 
deacons, elders, fathers, and brethren of every church, saying, "Take 
heed unto yourselves and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of God which He hath 
purchased with His own blood." 

All essential doctrines are included here : all kinds of experiences 
are implied here : and every degree of responsibility is urged here • so 
that this twenty-eighth ,erse of the twentieth chapter of the Act~ of 
the Apostles is suited to every part of the Gospel dispensation, and to 
every branch of the Christian family. 

Let us think for a moment upon the beautiful and mysterious object 
set before us in those words : " The Church of God which He hath pur
chased with His own blood." 

If you would look into the true character of this ,object you must 
weigh well that sublime and perfect description which the Holy Ghost 
giveth in Hebrews xii. 22, 23. Paul says, "Ye are come (1) unto 
Mount Zion ( there is the type), (2) unto the City of tlrn Living God, 
(3) unto the Heavenly Jerusalem, (4) to an innumerable Company of 
Angels, (5) to the General Assembly and Church of the First-born, 
(6) whose Names are Written in Heaven, (7) and to the Spirits 
of Just Men made perfect." There is the Church's pedigree and 
historv. 

First. she is enrolled or written in heaven. There is God's election 
of her, His ordination of her unto eternal life, and His gift of her to 
His dear Son, which is called being written in, the Lamb's Book of 
Life. The Lamb's Book of Life is the Saviour's Loving Heart. There 
they are written by God Himself. This was typified by the names of 
Israel being graven on onyx stones, and worn on the high-priest's breast
plate and shoulder. The names of the twelve tribes all engraven there, 
and carried in as a memorial before the Lord. There was variety and 
security ; not all one tribe, but every tribe. It is not of so much con
sequence which tribe I belong to, the question is, am I one of one of the 
tribes of Israel ? Am I written in the Saviour's heart ? Am I in Christ ? 
Ah I that is often the auestion with tried believers. And is not this 
question answered ? I 'think it is ; for Christ tells us by the Prophet 
Isaiah, in his 4.9th chapter, that when He calls upon the heavens and the 
earth to rejoice because He had comforted, or provided an advocate for 
His people, through which advocate He would have mercy upon His 
afflicted, immediately He says, " But Zion said, the Lord hath for-
1aken me, and my God hath forgotten me." Here is the experience of 
many a seeker: the afflicted soul says, The Lord has never thought 
upon me-or, He has forgotten me: wherefore, He asks, " Can a woman 
forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the 
son of her womb ? yea, they may forget : yet will I not forget thee. 
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Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls are 
continually before me." Oh, let me ask, Am I a heaven-born child? 
Arn I afraid the Lord has forgotten me? He sayR He has not. The 
fact that I do so vehemently desire to be found in Him shows I am in 
Him, written among the living in Jerusalem. There is the Church's 
original, in being in Christ, and her safety with Him for ever. 

Then this_ Church is Qalled Mount Zion-a monument lifted up: 
living stones built up together on Christ the Rock of Ages. 

Professing Christians are compared unto two different kinds of 
builders. Our Lord said, One man built his house on the sand, on 
his own righteousness, on a dead creed, or supposed experience: but 
when the storm came his house fell, and the fall was great. The other 
man digged deep, and built his house upon a rock: he had to dig out, 
and fling away all his fleshly and fancied goodness ; he could rest 
in nothing until he found his soul built on Christ alone ; then, as a 
lively stone: an onyx stone : a transparent stone with fair colours : 
that is, a living child of. God, whose soul shiueth forth with faith in the 
Person, blood, love, and power of Immanuel, God-with-us, and who is 
united unto and with the elect Head, and one in Christ, with all the 
chosen members, he is built up in the spiritual temple with an holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ. 

3. Being come into the city of the living God means the dignity of 
grace. A poor foreigner may come into the city of London. He cannot 
speak our language : he has no home, no friends, no inheritance here. 
So we were all once afar off from God by wicked works. Are we now 
made nigh ? made nigh by the blood of the Lamb ? Is it true of each 
of us that we have been brought home to our Father's house, the true 
Gospel Church, the city of the living God ? There do we sing, 

" No more a stranger or a guest, 
But like a child at home." 

If that be so, let us not heed the murmuring of the elder sons. The 
prodigal said nothing about his brother's reproach: he left that for his 
father to settle. So would I. But, alag ! too often do we prate about 
our little trials, instead of praising the Lord for His boundless mercies 
towards us. 

4. The heavenly Jerusalem signifies those visions of truth with which 
we are favoured while sometimes worshipping God in his Church on 
the earth. 

5. An innumerable company of angels is the body-guard of the 
saints on the earth, and when the soul is called out of the body, then 
the soft wings of the elect angels do safely convey the disembodied 
spirit home to glory. 

6. The general assembly and Church of the first-born will be the 
right-hand army of Christ's redeemed in the last great day. And, 

7._ The spirits of just men made perfect will be the sitting d_own, i_n 
the kmgdom with all the redeemed, to go out no more for ever. 'lh1s 
is a Scriptural view of the GRAND INTERNAL UENTRE, "The Church 
of God which He hath purchased with His own blood." 
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" Ascend, my soul, upon Mount Zion stand, 
A cheering prospect in the Holy Land; 
Be joyous, saint, no curse shall come to thee: 
A stingless death shall thy memento be !" 
Are veins of grace all flowing found in thee? 
Then give all glory to the Eternal 'l'hree. 

This Church is the property given unto Christ by His all-glorious 
Father. 

But, in the fall, 
He lost it all. 

This fact the word implies. The heavenly trumpet sounds out 
Zion's fall and her recovery in a double shout. 

The Redeemer comes first, by his blessed Prophet Isaiah, and cries 
out, "0 captive daughter of Zion, ye have sold yourself for nought: ye 
shall be redeemed without money." Then He comes to her by that 
mysterious yet merciful Prophet Hosea, and utters His whole heart 
again, " 0 Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in Me is thy fruit 
found." Aud the Holy Ghost, by Paul, brings up the rear. Grave 
view did Paul take of the Church in the ruins: "Ye were by nature 
(please to mark that distinction : not what they were by election; nor 
what they were in Christ by redemption: but ye were by nature) the 
children of wrath, even as others." All down in the pit together. 

Here are the great facts implied in Paul's charge : 
1. The Lost Property. Christ, in a sense, had lost all His Father 

had given to Him; hence, His mediatorial and His mini,terial cry was 
very distinct: "I am come to seek and to save that which was lost!" 

How could the Church of Christ be lost? The devil brought in the 
flood of sin and swampt her. · , 

How loud and long doth Paul blow his awful trumpet over the 
common grave-yards of the whole of the human family : "All have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God." Look at the black truth, 
0 sinner, until thy heart bleeds with anguish, if thou canst; there is 
no getting away from the fact," for by one man sin entered into the world; 
and death by sin ; so death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned." But who could hold this lost property ? Sirs, ye are blind, 
indeed, if ye do not see there are several powers which have taken hold 
of this lost property; and in.defiance, as we might say, in defiance of 
all decrees, of all doctrines, and of all men's doings, they have holden it 
fast. 

Divine Justice holds it in prison : the curse of a broken law puts 
bars and locks on the prison doors : sin holds the property inside : and 
the devil is watching his opportunity to defitroy it eternally, as he did 
Judas, if he can get it altogether into his power. The wor~d holdeth 
it. The pains of hell, and even death itself lays hold upon ·1t. 

Ah, indeed, the Church in her first husband, lost everything. This 
makes way for the majesty of the Gospel. Just now, Paul was like a 
stern judge, with his black cap on, passing the sentenc~ of <leath upon 
all. K ow, as Christ's arnbassa<lor he comes out, not with a swortl, but 
with a silver trumpet. Look at the dear little man I listen to him now I 

"But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love, wherewith He 
loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together 
with Christ: by grace ye are saved." 
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Lost in Adam I lost in sin. Held fast by Satan ! bound hand and 
foot by a broken lair ; ensnared by the world, and by the lusts of the 
flesh ; indeed, it is nothing short of invincible grace ; nothing short of 
the blood of Incarnate Deity ; nothing short of the omnipotent power 
of the Holy Ghost, that can ever bring up the chosen, the given, the 
espoused, the eternally-beloved Church of Christ out of her lost condi
tion. 

Of the Purchase and of the Price, I desired to write you now ; but 
dear George Wyard is dead; we must leave room for his memoir. In 
February, I will, please God, finish this; meanwhile, my Beloved 
Friends, as the old editor of the Gospel 11fagazine said to his readers in 
1776, so would I say to you at the end of every expiring year; at the 
opening of every succeeding year, especially at the hour of death, may 
we be enabled to rear a new Ebenezer, and unite with every Pilgrim 
saint in singing, " Hitherto bath the Lord helped us ! " Amen. 

During the year 187 4, please God, we have material to give, as often 
as possible, under the head of" THE EARTHEN VESSEL PULPIT," some 
of the best· Sermons of the Godly Gospel Preachers of this our day. 
From brethren Thomas Poock, George Burrell, Edgerton, James Hand, 
and others, we have sermons already in store; soon, we purpose to give 
them and many others to follow them. 

Pardon the numerous faults: pray for renewed and continued 
mercies to be -given unto me, so shall yon find I am more than ever 
your devoted servant in Jesus our Lord, 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 
56, Queen's Road, Royal Crescent, Notting Hill. 

December 12th, 1873. 

THOUGHTS GOING TO LEICESTER TO MR. WILLIAM 
GARR.A.RD'S FUNERAL. 

ST. P .A.NCR.A.S.-Friday morning, December 19, 1873. Telegram came 
yesterday afternoon: "Mr. Garrard is dead-come clown-buried to-morrow 

at one. E. CHALLIS." Went to Spelclhurst Road, heard Mr. ·wm. Crowther preach 
o. Golden Bell Sermon from "the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant 
with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus." Ho travelled through the text: just 
suppose every word in that text to ho a house. 'Well, then, he found the doors open 
and in he went, explaining and expounding, opening and o.lleging: there was " Grace, 
the grace of our Lord; abundant, exceeding abundant, with faith o.nd love which is 
in Christ Jesus." There was an illumination in every house, and in the light of 
truth we did feel edified and comforted. As I saw Mr. Crowther in the pulpit I 
thought of poor dear J amos Wells, thanking the Lord our Churches are not destitute 
of able defenders of the faith. I hurried home to Notting Hill; was in the council 
chamber on Bosworth Road Cho.pal opening till early this morning; had five hours' 
rest; left home at seven. Now, as the Leicester express rolls rapidly through the 
fields, I desire to bless the Lord for an answer in my soul this morning respecting the 
late William Go.rrard, of Leicester; for as we co.me rushing through the tunnels my 
soul asked, "WnAT wAs HK?" 

He was a man i1I whom the ancient prophesy w,u fulfilled: " I have set watchmen 
upon thy walls, 0 Jerusalem, who shall never hold their peaco night nor day; ye 
that are the Lord's remembrancers, keep not silence." Yea, he was 

"A_ W ATCIUIAN ON TIIB WALLS," 
, _What does thi1 metaphor mean? How far was it fulfilled in Mr. Garrard as a 

mm1stor? 
· " Walls" are the eternal powers of separation and preservation. The founda
tions on which these walls stand are the sovereign and umi.lterahle purposes and 
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dec1·ees of the Lord our God. When Christ took the Church (&a the Father's gift to 
Him) into union with Himself, the eternal Son became a glorious wall of separation 
and a power of defenco unto her for ever. Union to Him in His com~lex Person 
giyes tlle Church four walls of indescribable value and beauty; such a perfect obedi
ence as pleaseth the Father, honours the Son, is revealed and appplied by the Spirit, 
and justifies the whole Church; of this Paul speaks so definitely, "made us accepted 
in the Beloved." Redemption "from all evil" is the second wa.11: sin, death, and 
hell shut out; wisdom, righteousness, and sanctification shut in with the Church for 
ever. A glorious body like unto the Lord's "fashioned" (the Spirit says); "that 
they all may be one as we are," said the Saviour; "when Christ who is our Life shall 
appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory, for we shall see Him as He is 
and be like Him." Here is perfect meetncss. Who is this? "The King's Daughter." 
What a1·c her possessions? "She is all glorious within, her clothing is of wrought 
gold ; she i.s to be brought unto the King in raiment of needlework," be.cause she has 
a perfect right to enter into the King's palace; for when she was under a cloud, HE 
said unto her, "Fear not, it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom." 

Sirs, these four walls are all one in Jesus, and, ministerially, our now departed 
friend stood on these walls. He was not a stereotyped fixture ; he walked over and 
round the walls from end to end, but be never left them, until now, as a Minister, 
the Lord has taken him off into the inner chambers of His glory. That little word 
" Set " was true in Mr. Garrard ; he was preserved on the walls for full fifty years. 
He seldom went down to the dung gate; I do not think he was often caught up into_ 
the third heavens; he was set on the walls. Some might think the wal~s Mr. Garrard 
stood upon were very high and extremely narrow ; this only bespeaks the .weakness of 
their vision; high indeed they are! As regards their width, when singularizing the 
wall, he says, "it is according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel." It is 
not safe to find fault with God's measurements, nor is it beneficial, at all times, to 
find fault with God's ministers. 

Let me notice, Mr. Garrard wrote down the title of his office quite correctly
" A Watooman on the Walls." As such, with the eye of faith, he lookecl at times 
clearly into the inner part of the city, and told us a little of its brilliancy and 
grandeur. At other times he came with his lantern more to the dark side of the 
walls, and over on this side he saw, as Peter did in the sheet, "all manner of creeping 
things," and so on. Ah, as a Watchman, he saw much, not very charming, I am sure. 
I leave that. 

W ILLIAl! GAlillARD, of Leicester, was also a witness to four heaven-revealed mercies. 
He was -

A witness to the truth of the Gospel. Through his ministry the Gospel was 
powerful, it was precious, it was perpetuated. He was 

A witness to the nat~re of saving grace: the grace of Goel which !:>rin~eth salva
tion: which experimentally stands in a great deliverance, a sure d1rect10n, and a 
heaTenly delight. But 

He was a witness of the special fruits of vital godliness. Upon the whole o_ur 
departed friend was a cheerful, a good, a. consistent, a godly watchman. On a mce 
star-light night you might have heard him taking his melodious harIJ, and th~n UI>On 
that truth," Gon rs LovE," be played blessedly indeed. No myster10us Antmomian 
wasWilliam. No!No!No! 

A witness to the certain existence of a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory was our beloved brother. But now he is gone home. Amen. 

Mr. William Garrard, of Leicester, truly fell asleep, Monday, Dec: 15, 18?3, 
aged eighty years. In a substantial brick grave, in Leicester cemetery, his r_emams 
were deposited, Friday, Dec. 19, 1873. Mr. Thomas Bradbury read the Scr1ptw:es 
and offered prayer in the Cemetery Church. Mr. Bradbury read t1:1e funeral ~e_rv1ce 
at the grave, and two precious hymns were sung. Mr. Rolleston~ dehv_ered a sp1r1tual, 
symµathizing, and grateful address. C. W. B. closed the service w1t1:' prayer, Mr. 
Bradbury pronouncing the Benediction. We shall have further particulars, please 
God. 

LEICESTER, Dec. 19, 1873.-After the funeral services had been concluded over 
the grave of the late Mr. W. Garrard, a sacred and ble9sed service was held in "the 
Rooms." Mr. Rollestone rea.d; the people sang precious hymns; Mr. Thos. Bradbury 
preached a funeral sermon from 1 Peter i. 3, 4, 5. . Mr. Nu.than Ch~llis _closed 
the service with prayer. Mr. Bradbury was much with Mr. Garrard m his last 
hours, and he has promised to furnish some of the solem1! an~ holy sentences of the 
good man in the article of death. These we hope to give m February, therefore,. 
add no more now. 



ms PREDECESSORS AND COMPANIONS IN THE GOSPEL MINISTRY. 

" Chosen in Christ ere time began, 
I choose Him in return." 

I F a few words can represent the even tenor of a good man's ministry, 
the above little motto will not be far from expressing in the main 

the life-work of the late honoured, beloved, and faithful servant of 
Christ, whose emigration to " the land of distances" we are this month 
called upon to announce. 

Cornelius Slim, in his condensed " Contemporaries," calls " Soho," 
in Oxford street, a commodious chapel, which was erected, we should 
say rebuilt, about fifty years ago, and during that middle half of the 
present century the Gospel of Christ, the ordinances of the New Testa
ment, and what may be termed a Strict Baptist discipline, have been 
carefully maintained in that retired place. 

Charles Longley, a good authority, and an ardent admirer of the 
once distinguished and favoured George Coombe, says he heard the last 
sermon his beloved George preached in the Old Chapel, which stood 
on the ground now occupied by "Soho." 

The late John Stevens, of chaste and dignified memory, was a pre
decessor (in the western hemisphere of this grand old metropolis) of 
the now deceased George Wyard. John Stevens came to London when 
quite a lad, and heard that richly-experienced man of God, Mr. Burn
ham, who was then minister of Grafton street chapel, Soho, and who 
baptised Mr. Stevens. The sweet poet Burnham died in 1811 ; then 
J obn Stevens was called from St. N eot's to the pastorate of Grafton street 
chapel ; in 1824 Meard's court was opened ; there, until he was called 
to the House on High, he laboured with more peace and prosperity 
than bas ever fallen to the lot of any " Salem" pastor since. .After 
preaching the Gospel over fifty years, ,John Stevens died Oct. 6, 1847, 
aged 72. Since that time " Salem" has had its Bloomfields, Ibbersons, 
and others ; until at length it appears settling down with J. T. Briscoe, 
a gentleman of high moral and ministerial attainments, and considered 
by some a preacher better suited to his times than some who have pre
ceded him. With laudable :z;eal, in connection with the kindred mind 
of W. J. Styles, Mr. Briscoe is working to raise the ministerial 
status to a higher degree of intellectual power. If the Spirit of the 
living God goes before and with these mental trainings, the Churches 
will have supplies more useful to edification than heretofore. 

High in every sense as the late John Stevens stood as a minister, 
he could not nail everybody's ear to his door post. Some broke away ; 
another Church was formed! George Coombe was fetched from Horsell 
Common in 1823 ; and for many years in his beloved " Soho" he opened 
up the great mystery of justification by faith as clearly-if not so 
eloquently-as did the renowned Romaine. 

Comparatively speaking, George Coombe was not an old man : be 
laid down his armour at the age of 59, on the 20th of February, 1841, 
saying, " My pilgrimage is ended. .All my hope in Christ is stayed. 
Good-bye! Glory! honour I majesty ! wonderful! ready to save !" 

The blissful triumphs of the holy ministers of Christ in the article 
of death, are grand evidences of the reality of their conversion to Goel, 

&◄4 A rt 4 #.lib 
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-of their call to the ministry, and of their experimental consolations in 
-communion with the Christ of God, whom they have preached unto 
-others. Oh ! brethren, let us more than ever strive to live a life 
,of faith on the Son of God, and daily to realize the heaven-revealed 
assurance in each of our hearts that, with the good soldier, we may 
-each exclaim, "He loved me and gave Himself for me." 

When George Coombe opened a certain chapel in one of the provinces 
we dined with him, and one of his sentences we have ever remembered. 
We were conversing on books and study. He said, " Give me the Bible, 
Cruden's Concordance, and Caryl on the Book of Job, and I want no 
other library." 

Soon after Mr. Coombe left Soho pulpit, Mr. George Wyard was 
settled there. 

MINISTERIAL DIVERSITY. 
Comparisons may be unpleasant, but they can be rendered useful ; 

-and it cannot be denied that ministers are often distinguished by 
metaphors which indicate diversity, variety, yet, in the most essential 
points, the happiest harmony. Robert Hawker and Watts Wilkinson 
were called " golden pipes which emptied the golden oil out of them
selves." The " golden bell," the clear Gospel ring-whether rapid as 
.James Wells, or seriously sedate as the late George Wyard-typified 
.another pattern or feature in the same family. The rich, the unfolding, 
the sarnury pomegranate, might find its anti type in William Huntington, 
William Gadsby, John Wigmore, and others who have long left these 
,changing scenes. " The Wine Press" is a much stronger figure. When 
J. C. Philpot, M'Kenzie, and others, had the power of the Spirit in their 
ministry, they would so separate the precious from the vile, they would 
so keenly mark the difference between the nominal and the God-created 
heirs of glory, that the timid, the fearing, and tempted in Zion have 
often been so pressed, as to believe, for the time, they had no satisfactory 
flidence of Christ in them as "the hope of glory." Wisely and wonder
fully doth the Lord the Spirit make, mould, and fashion these different 
kinds of the same ministry to meet the varied necessities of His people 
in their wilderness travels. 

John Tyndale's Oxford manual, entitled the ll[an of God, prescribes a 
m::>st rigid discipline for every part of the minister's life ; and from all we 
knew of the late George W yard, we believe even John Tyndale would 
be ready to acknowledge that while he could writ~ a book to show us, 
in so many chapters, what a "man of God" should be, " George Wyard, 
of Soho" (as they were wont to call him), could and did so live, and 
walk, and °\\Ork out that character, as to constrain many to testify he 
was indeed a man of God. 

No first-class eloquent orator was our departed friend: not a mail_of 
brilliant parts ; but a man of practical powers which, by gr_ace, he~d ~Im 
in the esteem of thousands during the whole course of Ins public hfe. 
Unlike poor William Felton, who has for years been weeping and 
waiting to go home to see His beloved Lord; unlike John Clarke, who 
is also standing with his staff in his hand, ready to depart ; unlike 
some others, George Wyard struggled on in harness until nearly the 
last. He was engaged to preach in his old pulpit in Soho, and to 
"break bread" once more on Sunday, Dec. 7, 1873 ; but the Tuesday 
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night previous to that day he breathed his last; instead of standing in 
his once-loved pulpit he was silent in his coffin. He had been a pastor 
and preacher to many, but all are left behind. 

MR. WYARD'S DEATH. 

We received a black-bordered envelope on December 5, 1873, with 
the following note :-

" Lewisham, Dec. 3, 11373. 
"DEAR BROTHER,-Our beloved father died last night at a quarter 

to ten. We purpose burying him next Monday in Deptford Cemetery. 
Friends assemble at Zion Chapel, Deptford, at two o'clock. Please 
announce this to your congregation next Sunday and oblige 

"Yours truly, GEo. WYARD." 

It is over thirty years since we first heard Mr. Wyard preach one 
of his probationary sermons in Soho, one Sunday evening, from the words, 
" Is there not a cause ? " Since that period he has seen man_y changes ; 
has had his clays of sunshine and sorrow ; all are left behind ; he has, 
like almost all who were with him when he first came to .London, fled 
from those scenes of pastoral heart-aching, and of preacher's peculiar 
toils, to know them no more for ever. Mr. "\Vyard's son-Mr. George 
Wyard, now of Brighton-has also forwarded to us the folllowing 
note:-

" Brighton, Dec. 15, 1873. 

"MY DEAR BROTHER,-Kindly inform Christian friends, through 
the medium of the EARTHEN VESSEL, of the lamented decease of my 
beloved father, George Wyard, which took place on Tuesday, Dec. 2, 
1873, in the midst of his sorrowing family, and at his own residence, 
o, Molesworth Street, Lewisham. The body was conveyed to the 
family grave in Brockley Cemetery, Monday, Dec. 8th, followed by the 
mourning widow, sons and daughters, and many friends of the departed, 
who loved him for his own and his work's sake. Solemn and impres
sive services were held in Zion Chapel, New Cross Road, and around 
the open grave, in which brethren Anderson, Alderson, Box, 1Ieeres, 
Stringer, and Slim took part. At the time of my father's departure to 
his heavenly home, having about two years since resigned the pastorate 
at Borough Green, Kent, he was in membership with the Church under the 
pastoral care of Mr. J. S. Anderson, who preached his funeral sermon from 
words chosen by the departed for that purpose recorded in 1 Cor. i. 30. 
My widowed mother informs me that the discourse was a most excellent 
and refreshing exposition of divine truth, a faithful re-echo of the soul
saving and God-glorifying truths, b~ieved, preached by, and exemplified 
in the life of him whose tongue is now silent in the grave, but whose 
redeemed and sanctified spirit is for ever with the Lord, awaiting the 
bright, blissful, and glorious morning of the resurrection. I am glad 
to state that this sermon was taken down in shorthand as it was 
preached, and will appear in print shortly. It so transpired that on 
Lord's-day, Dec. 14th', the first Sabbath afte.r the burial of my father, 
I was engaged to preach in his old pulpit at Soho, where formerly the 
clear departed servant of Jesus Christ laboured in the Gospel for several 
years with great success. I embraced the opportunity thus afforded 
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me of publicly bearing my humble, affectionate, and grateful testimony 
to the godly character and ministerial worth of my now sainted father. 
If further details of his life, labours, and end would be an acceptable 
contribution to the °VESSEL, I may, perhaps, be able from memory and 
other means to forward you a few instructive and interesting particulars. 

'' To C. W. Banks.'' 
"Yours Yery truly, GE0. WY.A.RD. 

THE FUKERAL. 

On Monday, Dec. 8, 1873, the mortal part of the late Mr. George 
Wyard was taken to Zion Chapel, Deptford, where a sacred service 
was held: and from thence to the Cemeterv. We attended the service 
in the chapel, and went to the ground ; all was conducted in a quiet 
and solemn manner: the body of the chapel was well filled ; several 
ministers 'l>ere present, and a large assembly gathered around the 
grave. Our brother R. G. Ed,rnrds, minister of Silver Street Baptist 
Chapel, Kensington, kindly sends us the follo'l>ing note:-

[In Zion Chapel, Deptford, after reading and prayer by Mr. Meeres, 
the Yenerable Charles Box ent0red the pulpit. Mr. Edwards says:-] 

"l\'.Ir. Box took no text, but spake of the deceased as a Christian and 
as a Christian minister, that his salvation was not based on his being 
a Christian minister, but on his being a Christian: saved by the 
Father, redeemed by the Son, and called by the Spirit. He was a 
practical Christian : his life was an exposition of the faith which be 
believed; he was a beloved husband, a kind parent, an affectionate 
friend. As a Christian minister, he was decided for the truth ; he 
loYed the glorious doctrines of the ever-blessed Gospel, which be 
preached: he was not a perfect man-who is? yet he lived in full persua
sion of the great truths of the Gospel, and if the stroke which proved so 
fatal had permitted him to speak, no doubt but he would have declared 
the s:-.me in his last moments here on earth. 

"Mr. Box addressed the widow very sympathetically, leading her 
weeping soul to Him who is the Husband of the widow, and a Father 
of the fatherless in His holy habitation. Then a few words of tender 
admonition to his two ministerial sons, praying they might be led to 
walk in the footsteps of their father, preach the same glorious truths, 
and that their father's God might be their God; also, to the rest of 
the children, and those related to our departed brother, to the Church 
in that place (Zion Chapel, Deptford), of which he was then a member, 
not being a settled pastor at the time of his deacese." 

MEMENTO. 
BY MR. T. STRINGER, OF STEPNEY. 

"It is appointed unto men once to die."-Heb. ix. 27. 

After some long notice by heavy affliction to quit the earthly house of 
his tabernacle, brother Wyard's redeemed soul is dismissed therefrom 
to " the house not made with bands, eternal in the heavens." He has 
" fought a goo~ fight, h~ has ~nish~d his c~urse, ~e kept the faith." 
Worn out in his Master s service his body 1s consigned to the grave, 
and his grace-saYed soul is translated to glory; hoth are now "Where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are at rest." Another 
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watchman taken off the walTs in these perilous times. "Ah, ah," say 
our enemies, "so we would have it." Look out, and look up, brother 
ministers of Christ, some of us have the hoary head, as our departed 
brother had. Our time is short, we shall soon be called, but while 
health and strength, reason and rationality continue, "Prearh the 
Word I " Lift up the Redeemer and crown Him " Lord of all." May 
He keep us (as he did our brother) faithful unto death, then give us 
(as a free-grace donation)" a crown of life." Hallelujah. 

Our brother's gone to worlds above, 
On wings of everlasting love, 

His joyful spirit fled; 
He trusted in his Saviour's blood ; 
He lives before the throne of God, 

Though number'd with the dead. 

Yes, now be gazes on the face 
Of Him who sav'd him by His grace, 

And taught his soul to pray. 
Releas'd from sin, and toil, and pain, 
His soul releas'd is gone to reign 

In everlasting clay. 

That solemn voice-the voice of death 
Demands our brother's mortal breath, 

And silence seals his tongue: 
He sleeps, yet Ii ves for evermore, 
Safe landed on the blissful shore, 

He joins the blood-bought throng. 

Dear FATHER, let Thy grace prepare 
Our souls to meet our brother there, 

To dwell with CrmIST on high. 
Let love divine our souls inspire, 
And JEsus be each heart's desire, 

And then how sweet to die. 
T. STRI:,<GER. 

A BRIEF REVIEW OF THE LIFE, DEATH, AND FUNER..U, 
OF THE LA.TE MR. GEORGE WYARD. 

Mr. J. S. Anderson has kindly furnished the following dates:-
" Mr. Wyard was bo11n July, 1803, at Milton, near Sittingbourne, 

Kent_. He came to London in 1818. Was baptized by Mr. Keeble, at 
Blandford Street, in 1822. After l\Ir. Keeble's death he joined John 
Steven's Church. Begun to preach in 1832 : after supplying many 
places, he went to Over, Cambs, in 1838 ; and was ordained at Soho, 
May 12th, 1842 : here he laboured with success for fifteen years ; then 
he went to Tring ; then to Deptford ; then Blandford Street ; then 
Boro' Green, Kent ; then came the end." 

Mr. James Brittain, Minister of Dacre Park Chapel, has favoured 
us with the following review :-

" Death has been busy of late among the venerable and honoured 
ministers of our Baptist churches. The beloved George Wyard, sen., 
has passed from our midst ; has laid aside the trappings of the Christian 
warrior, and entered the presence chamber of the KING of KIXGS: has 
passed beyond the din of war, and the reach of Satan's shafts, to swell 
the chorus of the redeemed above. 

"Our brother having for some time past felt himself-through bodily 
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indisposition-unequal to the constant strain and unceasing labour of 
the pastoral office, had wisely retired from the same ; but, being anxious 
still to serve his dear Lord according to the measure of his strength, 
be "\\as rather extensively engaged in preaching the Word and attending 
public meetings. The first public intimation that was given of his ill
ness "\\as at a meeting held at Soho Chapel, Oxford Street, on Wednes
day, November 19, when one of the speakers said he had hoped to meet 
brother Wyard there, according to announcement ; but having the pre
nous evening heard that he was dangerously ill, he called at his resi
dence, and heard from his son that he was lying quite speechless, that 
he had lost the_ use of one side, and the other was gradually losing all 
appearance ofhfe. The speaker then called upon us to hear our brother 
before the throne in the arms of faith and prayer. The remark evi
dently meeting the sympathies of the audience, some of whom heartily 
responded, ' WE WILL.' 

" The departed continued in a paralysed state until a quarter to ten 
o'clock on Tuesday, December 2nd: then he received the message, 
' Come up higher.' On the following Monday his mortal remains were 
interred at Brockley Cemetery. 

" It having been announced at some of the chapels that the body 
would be conveyed to Zion Chapel, New Cross road, of which our brother 
Mr. Anderson is the pastor, and at which place our brother Mr. Wyard 
was a member at the time of his death, friends from different places, 
who knew and loved him for his work's sake, gathered in goodly nunibers 
-every seat was occupied. 

THE FUNERAL SERVICE 

commenced by the pastor, Mr. Anderson, giving out a hymn. Mr. 
Meeres, of Bermondsey, then read portions from 1 Cor. xv. and 1 Thess. 
i.., and in a solemn and touching manner offered prayer. 

"Mr. C. Box, late of Woolwich, who we understand is in his EIGHTY
FOURTH year, gave an address. Without reading any text he proceeded, 
in a weighty manner, to remark, that they were met under very solemn 
circumstances, death was always solemn; and while there were,. in the 
present case, many things which should cause them to rejoice, yet their 
religion did not forbid them to weep. A separation had taken place; 
a kind and tender husband had been removed from the side of one who 
bad for many years looked to him for counsel, comfort, and support. 
The loving and affectionate wife had looked her last at that counte
nance that had been dear to her for many years. That arm on which 
she bad long leaned was now powerless in death. But although the 
arm of flesh was now removed, she had HIM who had placed beneath 
her ' the everlasting arms.' A tender and affectionate father had been 
removed from the bosom of a beloved family ; they often listened to 
his words of fatherly counsel and direction ; but the voice that had so 
often spoken to them was now silent, they would hear it no more : but 
the words he had spoken in his lifetime would dwell on their memories, 
and thus he would still be speaking to them. A member bad been 
removed from the church, and the brother who had sat with them in 
the house of God . would now be seen in their midst no more. Tbetie 
separations were painful ; one by one old fritnds were being removed. 
It was o:::ily the second Lord's-day in last month that be (Mr. Box) and 
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the deceased worshipped under the same roof; they then shook hands 
for, as it proved, the last time. 

" These were not the only separations that had taken place. .A. 
minister of Christ had been called away from his loved employ, in 
which he had laboured with so much delight to himself and so much 
profit to others. Mr. Box had gone into different parts of the country 
and had been delighted to find how generally their brother was beloved. 
Many were the recollections of sermons he had preached, which had 
been blessed of God to souls that now loved to bear testimony to his 
work and worth. Another separation had taken place of a very painful 
character: a human soul had been separated from its associated body, 
the one to enter into the immediate bosom of its glorious Lord ; the 
other to he in the keeping of the faithful tomb till that glorious morn
ing when Christ shall come to wake the sleeping bodies of His saints, 
and re-unite them, freed from all taint of sin, to the glorified soul: so 
that they in their whole persons shall stand before the throne, and swell 
the song of, 'Blessing, and glory, and wisdom and thanksgiving unto 

'our God for ever.' 
" They had to consider their brother in a two-fold capacity. First, 

as a Christian. Secondly, as a Christian minister. 
"Their brother bad not gone to heaven because he was a minister, 

but because he was a CHRISTI.AN. They must consider what it was to 
be a Christian : it meant a follower of CHRIST ; one who had an interest 
in Christ before time, and a manifestation of it in time, made to bis 
soul by the Holy Ghost. Their brother had that interest-that interest 
was his title to heaven. But there was something else a man must 
have: he must have a meetness for heaven. Their brother had that 
meetness. 

"'l'hey must also consider him as a MINISTER. It might be asked 
what sort of a minister was be ? Well, he had not the least hesi
tation in saying that he was a good minister ; he had not shunned 
to declare the whole counsel of God. God had blessed their brother's 
ministry to saints and . sinners. And although the latter part of bis 
time he had not been so successful as they could wish, yet this was 
traceable to bodily indisposition. 

. " The venerable speaker then addressed some words of sober 
counsel and solid comfort to the bereaved family ; and brought his 
remarks to a close with a few earnest words to the congregation 
on the importance of personal religion and individual preparation 
for death. 

"The pastor then gave out part of a funeral hymn, which was sung 
by the congregation, and th~ proceedings in the chapel were brought 
to a close by Mr. C. Slim, of Guildford, offering the closing prayer, 
and pronouncing the Benediction. 

" The corpse being placed in the hearse, the fnneral procession, con
sisting of the hearse and six mourning coaches, proceeded at walking 
pace to 

THE CEMETERY, 

where Mr. Alderson delivered an earnest and telling address. 
" He said :-It was usual on such an occasion as the present, 

when delivering what was called the funeral oration, to indulge in 
eulogistic remarks on the character of the departed. It was not his in-
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tention to do that, as he was quite sure it would be out of harmony 
'llith the sentiments of our departed brother. 'l'hey were met to per
form a very solemn duty, one which kind hands, and he hoped loving 
hearts, would some day-and he knew not how soon-have to perform 
for them. There was something before them which spoke in very 
forcible language. Something had entered our world, call it sin, or 
moral evil, or what they would ; there was no disputing the fact ; some
thing had entered our world, and placed man in a very abnormal 
position. Man, who came forth from the hands of his Creator pure 
and upright, made in the ' image of God,' had been so far polluted, 
and his beauty so marred, that death-moral, corporeal, and eternal 
-had passed upon the entire race. They were there brought face to 
face 'llith the dread reality ; but they sorrowed not as those without 
hope. . For though ' Sin had entered, and death by sin,' we knew 
Him 'llho had extracted the sting of death, and wrenched the victory 
from the grave. 

" They were there to bury the remains of a minister of Jesus Christ. 
Mr. Alderson had known and loved :M:r. Wyard through a long series 
of years. And he could say that he was never known to tamper with 
the truth. Yet while he preached it in its integrity, he always preached 
it in love. There was nothing cantankerous about him. He did not 
trouble himself or his hearers with inexplicable opinions of men, but 
ahrnys preached the straight rule of truth, and left the windings and 
t1Tistings of error to be detected by that unerring rule. He had known 
their brother when the Lord first called him to work in His vineyard. 
He heard his first attempt to speak in the name of the Lord, and a 
more eloquent discourse was never preached than was that first sermon 
of his. He read his text-' Without lfE ye can.DO NOTHING;' and he 
said not another word. What a striking illustration, remarked the 
speaker, of the truth contained in the text. Their brother lived on 
the truths he preached and died in the faith of those things on which 
he had lived, and now he had gone to enjoy them in their fulness; for 
' before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.' 
X ow they must leave their brother's mortal remains to sleep in the 
dust till they shall be aroused by the trmnp of the archangel on the 
morniue: of the resurrection. They could say, in the language of o~r 
national church, that they were committing his body to the grave, 'm 
sure and certain hope of a glorious resurrection.' . 

"Tbe speaker concluded by expressing a desire that the proceedmgs 
might be deeply sanctified to all present. . . . 

"Mr. Thomas Stringer, of Stepney, then, m a most 1~pre,!ls1ve 
manner, presented the whole of the proceedings before the Lord m prayer, 
and pronounced the Benediction. . 

" By the time the service in the cemetery was ended, 1t wa~ nearly 
dark; yet many still lingeredaround the grave to talk_over then· recol
lections of the good man now for ever removed from this mortal sphere ; 
and before the last group of real mourners wended their way through 
the gates of that city of the dead, darkness had quite enshrouded the 
scene. We could not get near enough to read the inscription on the 
coffin-plate, but it was said by those who did read it that the departed 
was sevent_y years of age. 

" In addition to those ministers already named, we observed Messrs. 
G. Webb, of Camden Town; Box, jun.; C. W. Banks, of Hackney; 
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P. W. Williamson; Beazley, of Mount Zion; R. Minton; Samuel Jones; 
R. G. Edwards, and others, who had come to pay this last mark of 
respect to our departed brother. 

"There were somewhat over 400 persons present :it the cemetery. 
The last look was taken at the coffin as it rested in its solitary bed, 
and we left the ground only wondering who of the ministerial train 
should be the next ; praying for graee to stand firm unto the end ; 
remembering also the injunction, 'Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the 
harvest that He would send more labourers into His harvest ; for the 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers arc few.' J. BRITT.A.Ix." 

SOHO CHA.PEL, OXFORD STREET-FROM .A. CoRRESPO::SDEXT. 
Haying seen it announced that Mr. Wyard, sen., would supply the 

above place, we took the opportunity of trying to hear the aged minister 
once more in his old pulpit. But, alas! we were disappointed. :::VIr. 
Wyard, we were told, had done his work and had been called home. 
The mind at oi:tce glides back to the days when lvlr. George Wyard was 
the successful minister at Soho. What changes since both the ex
minister and the cause have witnessed ! When be left he said he did so 
because he believed his-work was done there: a weighty reason. 1Ir. 
Pelis then came, a young man full of fiery zeal, and aroused the people, 
till they flocked round him as if of one hen:rt and of one purpose. He, 
too, passed away, and we must believe his work was done. What shall 
we say of its results ? Where are the people now ? The district of 
Soho for years stood well on the Strict Baptist roll. Have the people 
changed ? Have the ministers become less zealous or less able ? On 
our visit to Oxford Street an elderly gentleman was in the pulpit. He 
was rather feeble and very difficult to under8tand. 

He appeared thoroughly convinced of his own qualifications for pul
pit work, while he had grave doubts about many men who now-a-day 
,stood up as teachers before the people. Especially was he severe on 
those gentlemen who' advertise in certain periodicals as being "willing 
to supply destitute churches." .A.bout such the dear saint appeared to 
<mtertain the most serious apprehensions. He would not deny many 
had the spirit of utterance, but that was very different to having the 
spirit of entrance. The cause of Soho is indeed very low : where is he, 
having both the spirit of.utterance and the spirit of entrance, who shall 
be the means of reviving it ? Surely a day of revival is needed among 
many of our Strict Baptist Churches, or the Generals will carry away all 
the people. It may be said it is ungenerous to reflect on the fallen. 
But is there n0t a cause ? .A.re the ministers not up to their work, or 
have the people not an ear for THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH? 

New Cross. 

.A.N .A.CROSTIU.-GEORGE WY.A.RD. 
G one up, gone up on !Ingels' wings to Heaven, 
E ntering the golden gates thrown open wide; 
0 ur brother's spirit, like !I b!lrque home-driven, 
R eaching its port upon a flowing tide; 
G !ides safely in with all its sails well set, 
E ach toil accomplished ancl each trial well met. 

"W elcome," methinks, I bear the Master say; 
" Y es, welcome to the home prepared for thee : 

.A. s thou bast borne the burden of the day, 
R est from thy labours now in Heaven with Me, 
D well in My glory through eternity." 

T.G. C . .A.. 
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THE CHURCII'S CRY FOR 1874. 
By C. MASTERSO.Y, Ministe,· of Little Alie St,·eet, London. 

" 0 Lord, revive Thy work." 

I F ever there was a _time when the Church needed to importune the 
throne of heaven 111 the language of the prophet, " 0 Lord revive 

Thy work," it is now. Error of every conceivable form is r~mpant, 
seeking to suck the very foundations of our most holy religion. The 
ways of Zion mourn, and the love of many wax cold. May the year 
187 4 pro,e a year of p:reat grace and of much spiritual prosperity to all 
the Churches of Christ. Gratefully remembering what the Lord has 
already done, let us unitedly seek after larger manifestations of His 
power and grace in convincing and converting careless sinners, and in 
quickening and increasing the faith and piety of believers, let us indi
vidually seek to realize a revival of the work of grace in our own souls 
(for doubtless 1·t must begin there), though unquestionably its influence· 
for good will be wide spread. It must be an unfailing sign of the· 
beginning of a true revival, when Zion is made to hear the voice of the 
Lord, " Strengthen the things that remain, which are ready to die." 
"Behold, I come quickly, be zealous, therefore, and repent." When 
she is led to mourn over her past deadness, barrenness, and unprofit
ableness, and turn again to the Lord her God; when she realizes a new 
and increasing power and life, in secret, family, and public prayer; 
when the indestructible and glorious truths of the Gospel are blessedly 
opened up, and an enlarged experience of their reality, vitality, and 
preciousness is possessed ; when she seeks to be more fully separated 
from the world, and more thoroughly devoted to the end for which she 
was called, namely, to gloriry God, and to extend the Re~~mer's 
kingdom on the earth. Too often she forgets the three-fold claim upon 
her: " The Father's love, the Saviour's blood, and the Spirit's power," 
and which shine so conspicuously in her eternal salvation. 

"Love, so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all." 

Too much has the Church suffered the broad feature of distinction 
by which she bas been separated from the world to be frittered down, 
and, alas ! in some instances, almost obliterated, to meet the approval 
and secure the pleasures and luxuries of the world. The atmosphere 
with which she has been surrounded, and in which she has too much 
lived and breathed, bas exerted a most deteriorating influence upon her 
character, comfort, and usefulness. Her light has become dim and 
unsteady; the trumpet has given an uncertain sound; her unity broken;. 
her power and influence enfeebled ; and her enemies have triumphed 
over her. 

A recollection of the causes of the present declension seen in our 
Churches may well lead us to personal examination and close searching· 
of heart. "Is there not a cause ?" And, says every believer concerned 
in Zion's prosperity, Lord, is it in me? "Search me, 0 Lord, and know 
my heart : try me, and know my thoughts : and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." Cause me to. 
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reflect more clearly Thine image : to breathe more fully Thy Spirit : 
and to be unreservedly devoted to the interests of Thy kingdom. 

"Emptied of earth I fain would be, 
Of sin, of self, of all, but Thee; 
Reservecl for Chri~t, that bled and died, 
Surrendered to the Crucified." 

To the slumbering Church, Jehovah speaks, "Awake ,awake, put on 
thy strength, 0 Zion ; put on thy beautiful garments, 0 Jerusalem," 
etc.; " Shake thyself from the dust," etc. ; " Arise, shine, for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." And for 
stimulus and encouragement to those seeking the welfare of Zion's 
God, saith, " Call unto Me and I will answer thee, and shew thee great 
and mighty things which thou knowest not." Again, " Ask, and ye 
shall receive." Both Scripture and experience blessedly prove how that 
God hears and answers prayers. Marvellous hav.e been the victories 
the prayer of faith has obtained. 

History is thickly studded with striking instances of the victorious 
character of earnest, believing prayer. The Holy Spirit, on the day of 
Pentecost, was given in answer to earnest, believing prayer ; and since 
that day innumerable blessings have been given by the same channel. 
Do we seek a revival of the work of the Lord in onr own souls and in 
the Church ? This we shall not realize only in the diligent and prayer
ful use of divinely-appointed means, and in humble dependence on the 
Spirit's blessing. Then, in Ezekiel xxxvi., God promised to bestow choice 
blessings upon His people, but the promise did not supersede the 
necessity of the use of the means on the part of His people. Verse 37, 
" I will yet be enquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them." 
The Saviour was very explicit in pointing out the connection between 
the use of the means and the blessings promised, " Ask, and ye shall 
receive." From this we may conclude that, he that bath no heart to 
pray for the mercy he needs hath no ground to believe God will give 
him the mercy he needs. The proud beggar gets nothing of men, and 
the dumb sinner gets nothing of God. Oh ! for the spirit of mighty 
continuous prayer for the revival of true religion in our land, which is 
now being rapidly overspread with Popery, infidelity, ritualism, and 
other isms. 

Brethren, let us in all sincerity and earnestness of purpose besiege 
the throne of Grace for the outpouring of the Spirit, for herein lies our 
power to cope with error, confront the foe, and gain a ~omplete conquest 
over all the enemies of the cross. In sincerity let us pray. God is a 
Spirit: He searches the heart ; He is not satisfied with words or with 
external homage ; He cannot be deceived ; and He will not be mocked. 
Your heart and tongue must go together, word and work, lip and life, 
prayer and practice must echo one to another, or all will be unavailing. 

- " It is not the greatness of the voice or the multitude of words, nor the 
sweetness of tone, nor studied notions, nor elegant expressions, that 
pleases the eternal FATHER; but, "Truth in the inward parts." Lei; 
us pray in earnestness, in faith, in Christ's name: believing that God 
will do as He hath said. May the year 187 4 witness, on the part of 
every believer in Jesus, a greater zeal, a deeper concern, and increased 
prayerful effort in seeking to give a living exemplification of _Paul's 
motto, " For me to lii•e is Clirii;t." It is only as we seek to ln·e for 
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C'hri-st, we may expect to realize and witness a revi,al of the Lord's 
work. Brethren, let us ply the throne, eye the blood of Christ, and cry 
mightily to God for His Spirit to be poured out upon us; let us rouse 
each other to wakefulness, watchfulness, and work, pressing on to fight 
the good fight of faith, and to endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ. 

"Think not of rest, though dreams be sweet, 
Start up, and ply your heavenward feet ; 
Is not God's oath upon your head, 
Ne'er to sink back on slothful bed; 
Never again your loins untie, 
Nor let your torches ,mste and die; 
Till, when the shadows thickest fall, 
You hear your Master's midnight call?" 

Little .Alie Street. C. MASTERSON. 

PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS. 

"Family Worship." The twelfth part 
-of The Interpreter, arranged and annotated 
by C. H. :Spurgeon, and published by 
Passmore and .Alabaster, exhibits much 
.skill, and not a little sympathy with the 
experience of those tried pilgrims who take 
up their cross and follow the Lord. We 
have never seen human nature so strongly 
painted before. Speaking of the demon
like worship of Moloch, The Interpreter 
says, "We way well blush for human 
nature : an old divine once quaintly de
clared it was half-beast and half-devil, 
.and he was very near the mark." What 
wondrous grace then is that which turns 
these savage beasts to penitent, docile, 
ha1·mless lambs; sends the devil out of 
the man, gives him a new heart, a right 
·spirit, a tender conscience, and a faith 
which worketh by love ; albeit, even these 
.saved ones are not all they wish to be 
here ; for Interpreter sings for some of the 
mourning ones the following singular 
lines:-

.. Oh. fihall I ne,er fee] 
The meltings of Thy lo,e? 

Am I of Huch hell-hardened steel 
That mercy cannot mO\-e '! 

Chastened full 1-;ore I am, 
A...nd bruir-;ed in e,·ery part; 

But judgmentfi fail to break me down, 
And subjugate my bea.rt. 

Loon: os me1 LOR:Q OF LOYE ! 
0 turn Thy Gracious eyes! 

Then alJ my soul to penitence 
Shall melt with sweet surprise." 

Such lines can only be sung by a burdened,· 
bound-up soul, who, with the apostle, 
groans out that conclusive sentence, "I 
know that in me, that is, in my flesh, 
-dwelleth no good thing." Where this 
Interpreter is read, home-worship cannot 
fail to interest and t.o edify. From Dr. 
Hawker, and from multitudes of ancient 

and modern expositors the pith and beauty 
of their reflections is here thrown in. We 
must confess this Interpreter appears to us 
to be a work of more permanent value to 
the Christian family than any book 
C. H. S. has yet produced. 

" There is no Preaching the Gospel If 
the Atonement be left out." 'fhis sentence 
should be written up in large letters in 
every preacher's study. Oh, that the vital 
essence of it were deep in every 
preacher's soul. One large class will have 
all experience; but any experience which 
flows not out of the atonement is unworthy 
of being preached. Sterile philosophers, 
soft sentimentalists, high-dried creeds and 
tale-telling occupy too much of the little 
time allowed to preachers. Seldom do we 
see by faith, and in the light of the Spirit 
the Great Sacrifice for sin, carrying in His 
inexpressibly Holy Person, all our sin and 
curse, death and hell-uP TO the cross, or 
certainly we should be more immersed in 
that one theme, that one doctrine, that one 

1 fact-the greatest wonder that ever was 

I seen in heaven, on the earth, or in the 
regions of woe-that marvellous mystery 

'which Paul gives to the Galatians in words 
so few yet so entire, when he says, "Our 
Lo1m JEscs CHRIST, who gave Himself for 
our sins, that He might cleliv~r us from 
the present evil world, accordmg to the 
will of God and our Fa.the,·! " C. H. 
Spurgeon's sermon, Deatl, for Sin and 
Deaf/, to Sin, has been sent to us. No dis
course by Charnock, Goodwin or Owen ever 
laid out the substitutionary Person and 
sufferings of Christ more clearly than does 
this. " Rising newly from a sick bed," 
saith the preacher, "I have felt that if 
any theme in th0 Scriptures has import
ance far above all the rest, it is the subject 
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of the atoning blood." Often is this child 
of Goel in the furnace of affiiction ; but he 
comes out more and more powerful in the 
Gospel of our lovely and adorable Lord. 
Hallelujah. Amen. 

"The Charity that Covereth a Multitude 
of Sins" is (in Home Words) first class. 
"Christ coming to the soul," by R. Maguire, 
after the grand old German of Karl 
Gerott-is a pure, sweet branch of pome
granate, in Our Own Fireside. Ah, 
Christian, there are more hearts in love 
with Jesus in this world than ye sometimes 
think there are. The Rector of St. Ni
cholas, Charles Bullock, has given a 
genuine appeal for December 3, when 
special prayer was made for missions. Oh, 
that His kingdom may speedily come. 

Waiting for our Goel, by Henry Parry 
Liddon (canon of St. Paul's), is published 
by F. Davies in "The Penny Pulpit. 
Surely from a heart rich in the friendship 
of his own God this great discourse did 
How. 

" The W reek of the Atlantic." This ora
tion is given in the ,December part of the 
Christian Speaker, 11, magazine for the pul
pit, the platform and the pew. Messrs. 
Lowe and Whitby, the editors, are clever, 
industrious and well-educated men. For 
public speakers whose minds are not very 
creative, whose time is limitecl, and library 
scant, this periodical will ( under God) 
be a friend indeed. 

Sunday-school Teachers should be well
qualifiecl in these times; they must be 
studious, well-read, "apt to teach," and 
ready and willing to interest and edify 
their classes, or down goes the Sunday 
school, when the -Board of Education 
has filled the nation with millions of 
juvenile philosophers. The Systematic 
Bible Teacher, a monthly magazine for 
home and school, has completed its first 
vol., and the number for January, 1874, is 
issued, presenting its readers with rich 
stores of knowledge and practical direc
tions. Send to S. W. Partridge, 9, Pater
noster row, for one number. Godly 
parents and anxious toochers will prize tho 
Systematic and the Sun clay School Re-
former. -

Rough Notes on Liturgies. London : 
W. Macintosh, 24, Paternoster row. There 
is a growing desire for prayer-books in 
Dissenting churches. Everything indicates 
this fact, men aro in measure left to their 
own re.sources. See it in these Rough 
Notes. 

"The Man with the Book, or the Bible 
among the People." This narrative, so 
well-timed, is complete in Vol. V. of Old 
Jonathan. Collingridge. 

Baptist Almanaak for 1874. London: 
R. Banks. The list of over 200 Ministers. 
without Churches and Occasional 
Preachers, with their Addresses, is of 
itself a valuable register of reference in 
these times of supplying Pulpits. This 
one valuable feature exclusively beloncrs 
to our Baptist Almanack: no other annu~l 
contains anything like it. For two-pence, 
well printed, authentically corrected, 
forty-four pages of the most useful in
formation for the Baptist Denominations 
is here given. 

"Sir Edwin Landseer." No literary 
tribute so neat nnd honest to the deceased 
genius has been given in any issue as in 
Shirley Hibbercl's Gardener's 1vlagazine, 
which slackens not, but, like creation it
self, developes greater beauties still. 

Chatterboa;. W. W. Gardner, 2, Pater
noster buildings. For one halfpenny per 
w_eek, all the children "'.ill here find lively 
p1ct_ures and papers which may. like little 
seeds, produce impressions well-suited to 
form a character and conduct benevolent 
ancl blessed. The volume for 1873 is 
~andson:ie, substantial, captivating, and 
rnstructive. 

Sealing after Believing. We believe 
the printer bas left out one word in the 
sentence, Mr. N. Y. refers to. Read the 
paragraph thus:-" This leads to another 
thought, it does ::.oT (that word is left 
out ; did not Mr. Brown insert it·,) 
say exactly when the sealing comes, 
but only .'after' believing. With some 
1t comes immediately, but not necessarily 
s~ to all: The Spirit has a variety of ways 
of workn~g, ancl shows His sovereignty in 
then· ch01ce. A.s I have said, with some i:t 
comes immediately. In their experience 
believing and sealing come abreast. It 
was so with the speaker. One moment a 
condemned sinner, the next, a saved one 
singing. As faith went up the seal cam; 
clown, and it seemed as if the verv IIlO

mcnt that faith reached the Saviou;, the 
seal touched the heart. But it is not al
ways ~o. I mean in our experience. For 
sometnues the assurunce comes a Iona while 
after the believing. '\Veeks, months, ancl 
eve_n years sometimes pass, before the 
believer has the full joy of the sealincr. 
But there it is, whether his eyes can see it 
or no, for the Holy Ghost is Himself Seal 
us well as Scaler, and Ho enters everv be
liever's lion.rt, and makes it his ab~de." 
The sermon, by A. G. Brown, in .No. lie!, 
of East London Pulpit, can be hue! of F. 
Davis. As regards the i;ou1,cE ancl 
nnture of the faith diseussecl, we cleclinc to 
enter into controversy. If N. Y. wishc's 
for tt definition of tho faith Christ 
pt·cachccl we can give it to him. 
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Catholic &rmo11s; select discour:es by 
eminent 11fi11i.<Jters ofoai·iousdcnominations. 
Vol. I. Mr. F. E. Longley, the publisher, 
of 29, Farringdon Street, has, in the issue 
of this elegant volume opened up a cheap 
and easy ch,mnel, through which Chris
ti:ms of every size and shade may know 
something of the faith, the ability, and 
the style of the most gifted preachers of 
our own -times. "CATHOLIC SEnMoxs," is 
" large platform, on which, one after the 
other, there passes before us a little band 
of such ambassa.dors as are now on the 
frontiers of our Evangelical country. In 
this volume we may carefully look at 
them, listen to them, weigh, and examine 
them. and if we are favoured with the 
spirit of discernment 'l<"e shall rejoice in 
all the.t is true, and holy and good; and 
-v.-here 'l<"e find the scales are .not equally 
balanced we shall pray the Lord the 
Spirit more richly to anoint them with 
the pure golden oil of Heavenly Light. 

B,·igltt Eeads on a Dark Thread (F. E. 
Longley) is a narrative of some sights and 
scenes amongst the thieves and 'l<"Orst 
characters of Manchester. The writer, 
Arthur Mursell, depicts with his usual 
vivacit, some of the horrors of the life of 
those .,;;ho prowl about seeking their prey. 
The author evidently was the man for 
going amongst these desperate characters ; 
and although on one occasion, he was 
nearly strangled by one whose good alone 
he was seeking, still on he went, and we 
are bound to believe was the means of 
effecting much good. It is no ordinary 
man can accomplish such work. The 
work is well got up, and very neatly 
l:ound. 

The Fountain qf Israel; or, Jehovah's 
So,•ci·eign Ordination in Zion. A medita
tion by '\Villiam Robertson Aikman, late 
mi•sionary to the Mohalllllledans. Lon
don : Roulston and Sons. Nothing su
perficial, no mere verbage, nor impure 
out-bursts of a wild spirit, will be found 
here. GonLINES~, its divine source, its 
~ssential character, its fruits, its evidences, 
its end : all are delineated in a refined, 
yet truly Scriptural and experimental 
manner." We have marked extracts for 
future notice. 

" The Printing P,·ess." Hom~ Words 
for December (Nisbet) fm·nishes strong 
testimonies of the power of the press. 
This one penny monthly alone is supposed 
to have circulated in 1873 nearly two 
millions of copies. It is pretty, it is edify
ing, and cheap. Mr. Charles Bullock is 
one of the u10st industrious literary la
bourers of the age. His Day qf Days and 
Ou,· Own Firesidt are filled with whole
s01ne and good reading. 

"Jesus walking on the Sea," Thie is 
one of very many of the finest illustrations 
of Scripture we have ever looked upon. 
Our lovely nnd ndorable Lord, and His 
poor servant Peter on the sea are exceed
ingly expressive: and must 'be useful in 
le'.'din_g the mind up into a sacred nd-
1111rat10n of the vreat Friend of sinners. 
"_Owen kneeli_ng on the ground saying 
his p1·ayers,'' 1s another precious exhibi
tion of. gr.we and of godly fear. Ip fact, 
the whole volume of Tl,e O1,ild,·en's P1·ize 
for 1873 is so filled from end to end with 
papers, pictures, poetry, and music, all 
handsomely printed and bound, that for 
our young friends it must bo a treat, 
and a source of much good. Published 
by W. W. Gardner, 2, Paternoster build
ings, London. 

Zion's Landma·rks. A paper, boldly 
headed Zion's Landmai·ks, comes from a, 

town called Wilson, North Carolina. It is 
edit~ and published by elder P. D. Gold, 
who 1s largely honoured and much be
loved for his "defence of the primitive 
Baptists" all through those parts of the 
New World. There are some sonnd
hearted, clear-headed believers in Christ's 
Gospel connected with this paper. We 
would be thankful for more copies of 
Zion's Landmarks and our readers shall 
have some of thA experiences of our 
Canadian brethren given to them as soon 
as we can prepare them. 

"The Saviour turn eel into a Sacrament." 
Robert Brown, Esq., of Barton-on-Humber, 
has torn off the ritualistic mask in a 
noble and discriminating spirit in his 
book, published by Marlborough and Co., 
bearing the title Ritualisni in Barton-on
Huniber. The Church of England has yet 
in her communion some true Christian 
laymen who will not bow clown to the 
image which Pusey has set up; and if 
the Church is not completely sunk in the 
Romish swamp it will be prevented, 
under Goel, bv the firm and unitecl resist
ance of these iiving members of the bocly. 
But, as yet, neither the Evangelical clergy 
nor the true Christian laymen are half 
alive to the dangers of our times. 

Zion's LO,St Furnace; or, Waymarks Set 
Up. By a Poor Scavenger. London: 
R. Banke, Racquet Court. Many Chris
tian people might be inclined to think 
this Poor Scavenger was nothing_ but a 
religious maniac, or a fanatic; but most 
solemnly we confess, after mature de
liberation, we have found the germ of so 
much of God's Holy Spirit, so much of 
deep and terrible experience, so much 
of soul-wrestlir-g, and of faith prevailing, 
that we dare not think lightly of it, When 
we can give a digest we will. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

ANNIVERSARY AND RECOGNITION which services the following is a brief re-
SERVICES AT SOUTH HACKNEY. view. 

I Under singular and merciful circumstances 
South Hackney is one of those quiet and' C. W. Banks was first called to preach in 

respectable suburbs of the metropolis, which London on the 21st of November, 1843, and 
hnve sprung into existence durmg the last that e~ent has been commemorated on or 
few years, where thousands of neat and con-' near to the 21st of Novembe, every year 
venient mansions, villas, mid-class dwellings, since 1843 with very few exceptions. The 
and cottages, have been built and inhabited. 23rd of November, 1873, was the thirtieth 
Victoria Park, Homerton, Old Hackney, anniversary of his ministry in London. On 
Dalston, Kingsland, Cambridge Heath,, that day three sermons were preached in 
North How, Mile End, and Old Ford, are' Speldhurst-road chapel: in the morning and 
the immediate neighbours of South Hackney, I evening bv C. W. Banks, and in the after
which ~s now the centre oi: an immense: noon by i\Ir .. Tames Griffith, the minister o~ 
population. Speldhurst-r.oad 1s a sho~t out- [ Hope chapel, Bethnal Green. The texts ot 
let from the bottom of Kmg Edward ~-ro~d , Scripture spoken from on that day were 
into the Broadway at the _bottom of Victoria I beautifully appropriate. The '?orning- por
park-road, about three miles from the heart I tion was Aets v. 31 32-" Him hath God 
-0fthe City of London. Somefowyears since exalted with His rirrh't hand to be a Prince 
a chapel was erected in Speldburst-road by and a Saviour ro;' to give repentance to 
some Christian friends who were believers in Israel and the 'remission of sins· and we are 
that order of worship which was inaugurated witne~ses of these thin~s and ;o is also the 
by the apostles1 and by the pla_nting the first Holy Ghost whom God" J;ath given to them 
model church m Pentecostal times under the that obey Him." The afternoon text-Deut. 
immediate power and unction of ~he H?IY xxxiii. 12, was very precious-" And ofBen-
9host. l\:lr .. Geo. Sankey wa, t~e first mm- jnmin he said, The beloved of the Lord shall 
tste:, bu! his pas~_rate not ~emg accor_n- dwell in safety by him; and the Lord shall 
pa~ied with that 1•isible and vital _prospe_rrty cover him all the day long; and he. shall 
which every devout servant of Christ desires, dwell between His shoulders." Mr. Griffith, 
he resigned and left it, since which time the , in a bold lucid and truthful manner, un
pulpit has been supplied by many excellent I folded th~ bless:dness of the true Christian as 
brethren, but the church could not invite ; covered bv the Lord Himself. In the even
any of them to settle; consequently, the in~ the 'words in the fiftieth Psalm were 
cause sank lower and lower, and fears some- co';',~itlered-'' Gather l\Iy saints to~ether 
times exercised the minds of the friends as unto Me• tho-e who have made a co;enant 
regards its future history. Charles Waters with l\I~ 'tv s;,crifice." The services of the 
Banks was, some months since, inv_ited to ' Sabbath were to some sacred and profitable; 
preach to the church and congregation as- the attendance was verv good. 
sembling in Speldhurst-road, and after many _ • _ 
services, several meeting·s, and fervent and THE REcoc.:-<rTION SERVICES ON 
repeated prayers had been poured out of the Tu ES DAY . 
hearts of tile deacons brethren Thiselton comm~uced by Mr. Thomas Stringer an
Crowhurst Stanton Fowler and other,, th; nouncmg- one of Watts' fine_ old hymns. j_\fr_ 
church res~lved to offer the ~hapel in Speld- K P. Brown rea? tile ": ~rd of G_od and 
burst-road to c. w. Banks. He subse- off~red up a gr:1c10us petrt10n, which we 
quently agreed to purchase the said chapel b~heve the Lo RD granted_ unto many that 
for £750, and a small moiety has been paid, d,1y. Mr. Thomas Ste~d d,scoursed upon the 
and as soon as the money subscribed for hirri 0rder auU" IHHur~,;: of ,a . ~ :'v # }'est~n~ent 
can be obtained and other promises can be Cburch. The ~o. pel ;\lrm,tr) was :,ur-_ 
realized, he will, if spared, be in possession of rectly, defined bi lllr. R. C. Barde~,, 0 '. 
the cllapel, ,vhich is to be a True or Strictly ~aye, Tabernacle. Th~n Thomas Stimger 
New Testament Baptist Chapel during the m'.ro~u~ed ,~hat he co

0
n,_i~_ere_d the _m_o~~ m

tcrm of its lease, which extends over very te1estm,., part of the ,en_ice, b~ askm,., lbe 
many years yet to come. d~aCOI_IS }o state the lea<l)ng-s ot Pro_videuce 

The Speldhurst-road church hadng suhsc- <lir_ectm,., them to call C. ,v. ~a~ks ~o the 
quently invited C. W. Banks to the pastorate pa,torate thei;e. ~lr. John C101\hur.t, IU 
(and as he bad resolved to leave Johnson- a ~~art ,~nd mtelhgent addr:ss, re~d_ered. a 
street chapel Notting-hill) he feared to sat1sfacto1y reply .. C. \y. Bank_s -_vas then 
refuse to ace; it the invitation', lest he should requested to furiush endence ot h1< call !'Y 
be walking cJntrnry to the Lord's will; con- !\'race, and_ t.o show how t_he Loni led hnn 
sequently he bowed to what appeared to be i~'.o the mnnstry; these bemg responded to, 
the !);Uidance of his heavenly Father's call, Ins 
and on Sunday, Nov. 23, 1873, and the fol-, COXFESSION OF FAITH 
lowing Tuesday, Nov. 25, special anniversary was requested. To which he said," I believe 
and recognition services were l10lden, of all the Bible; I have never doubted nor 
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questioned the divine inspiration of the whole 
of the Bihle, but if I may define II little, I may 
sa~·, I believe fully in the four distinct Per
sons in the Glory-Kingdom; I believe in the 
four coveuants of God ; I believe in the four 
ordinances to be observed and maintained in 
the New Testament Church ; and I believe 
in the four degrees of an essential and vital 
e,q,erience of the grace of God in the saved 
soul." [This confession of faith was ex
plained and accepted; it will be printed 
more fully in another number.l The mem
bers then publicly called C. W. Banks to 
the pastorate, which he as publicly con
firmed ; and brother William Lodge, taking 
the hand of Thomas Thiselton and placing· it 
in the hand of Charles Waters Banks, de
clared the union between pastor and people 
to be valid, praying a divine blessing mi~ht 
follow. He said, "Brother Banks is neither 
a proud man, a covetous or jealous man, aud 
he thoug-ht the choice the church had made 
a happy-one." Tea was served to about 300 
friends; the chapel was crowded with min
isters and people from all parts. 

" Kindred in Christ for His dear sake 
A hea.rt.y welcome here receive," 

opened the evening service. Mr. J, Vincent, 
of Spalding, read and implored the sanction 
of heaveR upon the work of the day. Then 
Mr. J. S. Anderson delivered an address to 
the pastor. It was founded on Paul's ex
hortation, " Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God," &c. It was an edifying and 
practical charge in miniature; well arranged, 
foreibly applied, and exceedingly well re
ceived. We wish it could be printed. Mr. 
Thomas Sninger then preached a lively and 
loving sermon to the church, which made 
some weep and cr.v at the same time. Mr. 
R. G. Edwards addressed the congregation. 
With a sacred hymn and solemn prayer these 
services came to an end. Not one of the 
ministers failed to fnlfil the portion assigned 
to them. As we glanced at the crowded 
asse1nbly, we saw ministers, members, and 
friends from many of the London and country 
clmrches who had come expressly to bid the 
Editor of THE EARTHEN VESSEL God
speet'I in his new sphere of ministerial labour. 
Among them were pastors J. Warren, Young, 
.James Griffith, J. S; Anderson, T. Stringer, 
T. Steed, R. C. Bardens, Wm. Crowhurst, 
C. Masterson, J. F. Hudson, C. Z. Turner, 
Reynolds, from Norwich, John Vincent, E. 
P. Brown, M. Brnnch, R. G. Edwards, John 
Wild; Esq., and family, from Hayes; brothers 
G. and J. Wells, from Aldershot; F.Jac
quirey, Esq., and family; Joseph Dorling, 
and family; and others from the Surrey 
Tabernacle; Messrs. Lees, Charles Longley, 
and others from North Bow; Messrs. Atkin
son, Cliffen, Alder, Donovans, and others 
from N otting-HilJ; our old friends, the 
Fowlers the Shoebri<lges, A.rnolds, Mosses, 
Jaggers; Tettmars, Curtises, Brewers, and 
Losts l,esides. God bless them. Amen. 

THE N[ASBOROUGH NEW CHAPEL. 
~IR. EDITOR,-WLile thanking )'OU for 

noticing- our need of assistance of the churches 

in building our new chapel, I beg to correct 
a slig·ht error. You say, Mr. Jos. Taylor, 
their minister, will answer any question~, &e. 
That places him aud us in a false position; 
he is not our minister, hut in conjunction 
with our brethren Elam and Winfield has 
supplied us for a number of years, and to 
their honour be it saitl they have not only 
given their services g·ralis, but paid their 
own railway fare and contributed houournbly 
towards carrying· on the cause. I don't say 
this to flatter, but to put thing·s in the rig·ht 
light. 

In reference to the step we have taken in 
commencing to build, some friends consider 
us presumptuous for attempting such a 
thiug ; I may say in our critical position we 
had only two courses open: either to break 
up the cause or build. We were compelled 
to leave our room, we could not obtain 
another. Could I describe our miserable, 
tumble-down meeting-place, I think our 
friends would encourage us with all their 
might. Kind friends who feel disposed to 
help us, the smallest donation will be thank
fully received by Joseph Taylor, 260,. Lang
set road, Sheffield ; Joseph Elam, 15, Glou
cester street, Sheffield; Joseph Winfield, 18, 
Lord street, Sheffield; or by myself, 6, Oats 
street, Masborough common, Rotherham. 

JOHN ROPER. 
[We have known brethren Elam, Win

field, and Taylor, some years. They have 
worked charitably and with much zeal, in
strumentally to defend and to declare the 
Gospel in M asborough and Rotherham ; and 
we pray those who are our Lord's stewards 
in this world to enable the Strict Baptist 
Masborough Church to build and open their 
new chapel free and clear.-En.] 

MANCHESTER BAPTISTS; 
Mr. EnIToR;-Would you kindly allow 

me space for a very brief reply to" A Watch
man," who appears again in your VESSEL 
of this month? 

When a person assumes the character of 
an accuser of the Strict Baptist brethren in 
Manchester, he ought not to be ashamed, nor 
hesitate to give your readers in this locality 
his name; to say where he is statedly or occa
sionally engaged in Manchester as" A Watch
man" amono• the Strict Baptists; when and 
where he l,;t exercised his vocation in this 
city, in any Baptist pulpit, strict or op~n; 
and if he be" A Watchman," and anx10us 
for an increase of Strict Baptist causes in 
this district why he has not led the way 
himself (seeing other Strict Baptists were 
such sluggards), _by orig'i!lath!g or advocat
ing a movement m that <l1rect1011. 

When supplier! with answers to the above 
all who may be interested in the matter wilf 
then he better able to ju<lg·e as to the value 
and weight of'' A ,vatchman's" testimony, 
and whether he be a witness whose words are 
wcrthy or unwort!,y of respect. 

If" A Watchman" be lhc person rumour 
names, letllim consider his ways, and specially 
watch and he sober. 

Yours in the truth, J. A. SMITH, 
Higher Temple-street, ~lm1chestcr. 
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THE LATE MR. EDWARD BUTT. nbout from place to place, until taking Prin
A monument bns been vlaced over the ces row Chapel, and seeing the Lord's hand 

grave of our late brother Butt in Nunhead prospering them, the above name was give.-.. 
Cemetery of which we here give an outline. My object in writing to you is to ask the 
It is of solid Aberdeen and Peterhead granite favour of your inserting tl1is in the Ve.,.~el, 
(weighi~g two and a-half tons), fine rlressed I as there may be some who would be glad to 
and rusticated, except where engraved which hear one of the original founders of the cause 
is polished, with the inscription in !!Old ietters. at Princes row. He is one of the Lord's 
Cost £60. It was designed by Mr. James affiicled ones, having a complaint that dis
Mitson, and executed by Mr. David C. qualifies him from following hi, occupation 
Preston, of Nunhead. It is massive and as a joiner, hut does not interfere with his 
endurable, but plain. It is situate opposite strength in preaching. Yot1 are aware that 
the tomb of the late James Wells. Mr. Johnson labours at Barnsley, preaching 

<lfn Jfanlt ~t1mmhnmce 
OF 

EDWARD BUTT, 
WHO 

ENTERED INTO HIS BBST 

FEBRUARY 18TH, 1871, 
AGED 62 YEARS. 

Tru!ting alone in Jesu's blood 
and t'ighteousneu. 

He was for 26 years an active 
laborious and esteemed Deaco~ 
of the Surrey Tabernacle; and 
for 46 years connected with the 
Sunday School Union. 

ThU .Monument i, er&;te,d by hi, 
Sort·owing WidotD 

to hi, Belooed Memory. 

PIMLICO. - REHODOTH, PRINCES 
Row,-MR. EnrTon,-Our brother James 
Johnson, who has ministered to us at the 
D?n~nster street room, in this town, ai,d still 
mm1stera to us, was the man who rhristened 
the chapel in Princes row, Pimlico, "Reho
both." 

On account of the division nt Carmel 
Chapel, during llfr. Stenson's pastorate, those 
that lelt Carmel were pretty much tossed 

there morning and afternoon, and at ~hdfield 
in the evening; hut as we are fow in number 
here, and also at Barnsley, we r:annot support 
him as we could wish, and we should be glad 
to see him in a better position; for my own 
part I believe the Lord will bless his labours 
in future, as there is positive evirlence he has 
done in former times. Should anv door be 
open for a man of truth, Mr. John.son's ad
dress is 63, Portland street, Sheffield. I am, 
Mr. Edftor, yours faithfully, 

Hl5, Penistone road. H.. W. PAYNE, 
Sheffield. 

LITTLE ALIE STREET CHAPEL.
The sixty-seventh annual meeting of the 
Sunday school was held on Tilursday, Nov. 
27th. T11e pa,tor, C. Ma.sterson, presided. 
Brother :Meeres implored the Divine blessing. 
The report-deeply interesting and encour
aging-was read by secretary, S. I nee, jun. 
Its adoption was moved by Mr. Davies, who, 
in earnest speech, dwelt upon the teachers' 
department, bis discouragements, and the 
certainty of success. Seconded by Mr. E. 
Langford, who pointed out ti,e abs0lute ne
cessity of the Holy Spirit's agency in render
ing Sabbath school teachlng effectual in the 
conversion of children. The report having 
been adopted by the meeting, our dear aud 
venerable brother, Mr. P. Dickerson, gave a 
thoroughly characteristic speech, contrasting 
the present feeling of solicitation for the 
education and religious training- of the 
young, to that morbid and selfish feeling 
evinced by the clergy and others in the days 
of his boyhood. Education in those days 
was considered a thing unsuitable and un
desirable for the young. Thank God, that 
feeling, if not already extinct, is fast tlying
out. Mr. Griffin, in an iu~piring address, 
showed how indispensable it was, to be suc
cessful, to have a purpose in view, and stead
ily aud prayerfully to pursue, to the full 
realization of that purpose. Mr. \Villis en
courag·e<l the teachers to increased de,·oteduess 
and hopefulness in their work, urging tl.Jem 
to greater prayerfulness and watchlulness, 
nnd to expect success, because of the promioe, 
"Ye shall H·ap if ye faint not." Kindly and 
congratulatory words were given by the De
putation of the Sunday School Union, l\Ir. 
Kerr. 'l'he number of scholars ou the books 
is 195, showing an increase of 48 during t~e 
year. Number of teachers, 17; volumes 1n 
iibrary, 390. The doxolo:,ty and benediction 
closed II very pleasant meeting. 
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HAPPY WORK AT WALTHAM 
ABBEY EBENEZER. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS, - Will you 
kindlY nllow me a niche in the columns of 
the EA n TH EN Y ESSEL for a fe\v words 
respecting the unspeakahle favour of God 
lately manifested to this littlechurch through 
His dear Son ,Tesus Christ, in conjunction 
with the Hoh· Ghost? 

It is very questionable whether this small 
but united church of truth bas ever expe
rienced more of the blessing and power of 
God since its first formation than it has done 
of late. It has had much, yea, very much 
to contcnrl with during the last fifty years, 
but it still lives, anrl will continue to live 
while God is for it. Thus it may sing with 
the whole church at larg·c,-

" Tb rough ~C:l.8 0f blood. and fields of death, 
,Ye nrnrch wi1 h dauntlc~s courage on; 

Immortal, till God take>.-; our breath; 
Immortal, till our work is done." 

The g·rand fundamental truth of the ever
lasting Gospel ot the grace of Christ, which 
is the quickened sinner's only solace, has 
been, and now is abundantly •et forth in 
this place ( a., m,my can testify) by the 
brethren who have so willingly supplied the 
pulpit from time to time; some of whom pro
bably ha~e but little knowledge of the good re
sults of tlieir ministerial labours by the Spirit 
of God. Their course for the more part is no 
doubt a trying one, for truly, as preachers, 
they " ha,·e no continuing city" here. They 
have not all tbe same measure of faith, nor 
of experience, nor do they all posse,;s alike the 
•ilvery tongue of a Chrysostom, nor the 
method of expressing their views of truth 
with the studied eloquence of a Demosthenes, 
but they have that which is worth more than 
the last two much coveted gifts-the grace 
of the Spirit of Christ and the " door ofu tter
ance," which last gift is not unfrequently 
attended with some little verbosity of lan
guage (vox et praderca nihil). However, 
as a constant hearer, I would say that they 
are deserving of greater encouragement than 
they are often lavoured with. It is a pre
vailing idea with many Christians to with
hold even a word of encouragement from the 
ears of Gou's sent servants" lest they should 
be exalted above measure." Such an idea is 
of little worth. The soul of the humble 
toiler in the vineyard of the Gospel is not 
swelled out with pride at the knowledge of 
his work being bfessed to the comfort of 
immortal souls and to the glory of the Lord 
Jesus. It is patent to all who know any
thing experimentally of the way to Zion 
above, that both ministers and deacons, who 
have the cause of God at heart, stand in need 
of much encouragement. Hence, as one of 
the latter, I would say (in the language pf 
another) to all wholabouratWalthamAbbey 
and elsewhere,-
" Ye have not sown in vatn! 

Tbongh the llea\'enti seem&! brass, 
And p1crciug the crust ot the burning plain 

Ye ocan not a blade of grass. 
Went ye not forth with prayer? 

Then ye went no, torth Ju vain ; 

Tllo Sower, the Son ot Man, wiis there, 
And His was the precious grain, 

Ye may not oeo the bud, 
The first sweet sign of spring. 

Tbe first slow drops of the quickening shower 
Ou the ury hard ground that ring: 

But the harvest home ye'll keep, 
The summer or life yc'll share, 

When they that sow and they that reap 
Rejoice together thore.1 ' 

Within the past few weeks five believers 
In the Lord have come forward to declare 
what Christ bath <lone for their souls; two· 
of them were savingly brought to a know
ledge of the truth many years ago; but pre
,·ious to the last two years they heard not the 
truth in its entirety. One of them was 
convinced of sin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment to come, while in the act of" cut
ting chaff" on a Sunday morning. How 
apropos are the words of the prophet-" Is 
there anything too hard for the Lord? " The
three other candidates are very young in. 
years but rich in grace and heavenly know
ledge, they have each been quickened into 
life within the last few months and have 
given such a solid statement before the church 
of their divine call from a depth of sin to a 
state of life in Christ, as would have been an 
honour to persons of maturer years to have
equalled. Blessed be the Lord, may Israel 
say, for the fact that there are no :estrictioas 
in the Word God as to aa:e and size of those 
that shall be saved : but,'" he that believeth," 
is the grand old-fashioned warranty for thoir 
entrance into the church below aad aboYe. 
Yea, the Psalmist saith, "Out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings hast Thou ordained 
streno-th because of Thine enemies, that 
Thou" mightest still the enemy and the 
avenger" (Psalm viii. 2.) 

Dear Brother,-! hope to avoid anything 
like proli:xi ty or tediousness in my fow ra~
bling remarks, but I hardly dare refr~m 
from expressing just a word (with your kmd 
permission) about theii: call by grace-t~at 
is, the three last-mentioned young chr1s
tioned. The first one laboured long and sore 
under the weighty words of God in Malachi 
iii. 5.-" And I will come near to you to 
judgment," &c., but from this heavy burden 
was in due time sweetly rel\eved by the 
annexed choice passage-" Behold the Lord's 
hand is not •hortened that it cannot saye; 
neither His ear heavy that it cannot hear." 
The second child was met by God and eter
nally blessed while in the furnace of severe 
bodily affliction and for your comfort and 
encouragement,'as Editor of Cheering Woriu, 
&c. allow me to say that her soul was 
bro~ght into the clear light of Gospel libe:ty 
by tlie Spirit of God, through Cheering 
Words (for the months of March and April, 
1B69) which bad been presented to her with 
other 'Numbers during her sad illness. The 
third young Christian hM been, perhap1, 
more gTadually, but truthfully brought to 
see her Jost state by sin, and the grand effec
tual remedy, Christ J e1us, the only hope of 
her salvation. This was effected instrumen
tally by the 217th hymn, Denham's Selection, 
the first 1'Cl'i6 of which runs thus,-
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11 Dear FrlcnU ot friendless Rlnnors, hear, 
Ami magnify Tby graco di vino ; 

Pardon a worm that would draw neur, 
Tbat would ber beart to Tbco resign; 

.A worm by self and sin oppressed, 
'1.1hat pants to reach 'l'ny promlsecl rest." 

After such heaven-wrought statements as 
these, and much more that cannot bo told in 
the space allotted for news of this kind, 
"What was I that I could wi:.hstand God? " 
On the last Lord's-day in November they 
were all baptized in the name of the Sacred 
Three by om· highly-favoured and much
esteemed Christian brother, Frederick 
Wheeler, of Chelsea, who has performed the 
like office in Ebenezer several times before. 
Mr. Samuel Gray preached a good sound 
Gospel sermon on the occasion from l Thees. 
v. 21 (the latter clause). One of' the evi
dences that the ordinance of believer's bap
tism is of diviue origin, is the fact that nearly 
all those who obey the heavenly injunction, 
go on their way rejoicing. May thQse who 
are troubled on account of' their sins and 
waiting at the verge of the pool be speedily 
brought to say, "What doth hinder me to 
be baptized?" (Acts viii. 36); to whom I 
would beg to address the words of St. Peter, 
" If thou believes! with all thine heart thou 
mayest." Belie,·e what? ,say some prag
matical folk. Why that t:mth which em
bodies the whole scheme of redemption in 
Christ, and is so adapterl to the sensible soul's 
real condition. "I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God," which none can rightly 
do" but by the Holy Ghost." Thus in the 
•tt·ength of Christ the friends at Waltham 
Abbey desire to take up the strain beautifully 
adapted in the " Hymns for the Household 
of Faith," and sing with the Zion of God,-

" We w!ll go forth and conquer, 
Depending on His grace; 

Tbe low lies, station near Him 
Must be an hono11red place; 

And after battle, victory
And after victory, rC!st

Llke the beloved apostle 
Upon the Master's breast." 
. W. WINTERS. 

Church Yard, Waltham Abbey, 
Dec. 5, 1873. 

LAYING FOUNDATION STONE OF 
COLLEGE PARK BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
LEWISHAM. 
The church and congregation at present 

meeting at the Lecture Room, Belmont 
Park, Lee, assembled on Tuesday, December 
16, 1873, to witness the laying ot the Memo
rial Stone of' the above chapel by William 
Crowther, Esq., of Gomersal, Leeds. The 
hymn, " Come, Thou Fount of every bless
ing·," having been sung, brother Stringer 
engaged in prayer; when our brother Crow
ther commenced laying the stone, and after 
having made some very appropriate remarks 
founded upon Bcriptural truths and Gospel 
womises, pronounced the stone duly luid. 
l'he friends then adjourned to the Lecture 
Room, Belmont Park, where ten was pro
vided, 

.A public meeting wai held in the even-

ing, brother Crowther presiding. Brother 
Peploe gave out the h_vmn, "Come let us 
join our cheerful songs;" after which brother 
Whittle engaged in p~ayer, and t~e Chair
man opened the meetmg h.v makmg some 
very practical remarks upon the solemn 
event~ now being witnessed both in and out 
of the church, respecting the growing spread 
of Infidelity and Papacy and other alarm!ng 
signs of tbe times, so contrary to the Bible 
and the tmths of our Lord and ,~Jaster; and 
urged upon the members and congregation 
to resist all erro:s and false doctrine, and to 
remain steadfast in the rmth as it is in Jesus. 
He then called upon the Treasurer of the 
Building Fund (brother Northover) to read 
the financial statement; who, after giving 
a short account of our position as a church 
and people, informed the friends that nearly 
£500 had been collected, including upwards 
of £80 placed upon the memorial stone that 
afternoon, expressing his µ-ratitude for what 
the Lord had done, and trusted He who had 
thus far blessed, would guide in the future. 

Brother Box followed by stating he felt 
great pleasure in being present, and also \he 
gratification he had had since his connectwn 
with the church and congregation, because 
he believed they, with himself; liked a whole 
Bible. He then referred to the progress that 
had been made in the eh urch since he had 
been in their midst : ten members had been 
baptized since the church had been formed, 
eight of whom he had had the pleasure cf 
baptizing; he felt the Lord's blessing was 
resting upon them, and trusted when they 
removed to the new chapel the Lord wowld 
go with them and still favour them with His 
presence. 

Mr. Ballard gave out a hymn, and Mr. 
Meeres expressed the pleasure he felt in taking 
part in the meeting. 

Mr. Stringer expressed his satisfaction at 
what the Lord had thus done for them tempo
rally and spiritually. 

Mr. Alderson havin_g- spoken upon the 
safety and security of Christ's Church, Mr. 
Anderson followed, expressing his sympathy 
with the church and cause whose interest 
they had met to advocate. 

Brother Lawrence gave his experience re
specting building· chapels, and urged upon the 
church to be very earnest in prcsecuting 
their endeavours, to solicit others in giving, 
and not to be discouraged if they, in some 
cases, met with refusals. 

Mr. Charles Spencer proposed a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman for his kinduess in 
not only laying tl:e stoue, but also for the 
donation he had kiudly placed upon it, and 
for the courteous way in which he had con
ducted the ·evening meeting; nnd, consi~er
ing how much his time was occupied, we 
are really much indebted to l,im for hi,; 
presence and support. Mr. Northover . iu 
seconding the resolution ( which was carr)ed 
unanimously) expressed an eamest wish 
that when ou; chapel was finished 'the same 
precious trnths that hnd been sounded in 
that room would be proclaimed there. 
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THE LATE CORNELIUS ELVEN. 
DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-The VESSEL 

for September had A brief not.ice of the death 
of 111.r. Elven, of Bury St. Edmunds. 

I look back with such emotions to the 
past as cannot be described, for I am a native 
of the same town, and was intimately ac
quainted with 111.r. Elven in his young days: 
a_s.sociated with him in the same ::Sanday 
School, :md the public praises of God, besides 
various other occ,isions; and I can truly sav 
that as far as he was then known he was 
~stecmed and beloved bv all. He was a few 
years my senior, yet I ieft the chapel (Indc
pe~dent) before he_did. I was haptizcd and 
umted to the Baptist Church when only just 
turned sixteen. It was some time after this 
~b_at he also left the old place, and by baptism 
JOmerl the Church to which I belon~ed. I 
heard him preach his first sermon and many 
others after with the li1•eliest interest and 
pro~t, as did also a rapidly increasing congre
gatwn. In the order of Providence 1 had to 
leave the town (1824) for a situation in the 
neighbourhood of London, about (a_s I think) 
three months prior to his ordination. Only 
once since that period have I seen him, and 
that was on tlie occasion of his coming to 
London to preach at Keppel street, where 
Mr. MIiner IS now. I went to hear him and 
our in tcniew in the vestry was of a most 
interesting- and afiecting description. We 
have at times corresponded, and I was just 
thinking of writing to him again, at the very 
time 1 he notic-e caught my eye. You 
will not, therefore, feel surprised at my desire 
to see all that can be stated about so worthy 
a man. 

A solemn dispensation from the Sovereign 
Disposer of health and sickness has deprived 
me of the privileges of His eart!Jly sanctuary 
nearly eight years, rendering me totally un
ahle to leave my room, which makes me-value 
more than ever other means and helps to_snp
ply, in some me;,sure, that deprivation. 

Rather more tllan twelve months ago the 
Lord took from me a dearly beloved son, only 
twenty-eight years old, w!Jo was the greatest 
eartWy stay ol his aged parents, and only five 
months after that event, my faithful and 
loving wiie, with whom I had travelled 
through scenes of prosperity and adversity, 
health and sickness, joy and sorrow, nearly 
forty years. StiJJ, a faithful God is my 8tay, 
my Rock, and my Redeemer. 

JAMES LINGLEY. 
17, Wood Street, Lambeth Walk, S.E., 

Dec. D, 1873. 

KENSINGTON-Mr. R. G. Edwards has 
received and accepted another twelve months' 
invite to preach in Silver Street Chapel near 
Notting Hill Gate. ' 

BRIGHTON.-A grand mass meeting, 
to oppo,.e the Confessional, is reported in 
The Rock, of December 12, which Jurnisheth 
strong e,•idence that the accursed secret 
springs of wickedness will meet with a 
mighty resistance yet. The Lord be praised. 

FAVERSHAM-NOAH's ARK STREET 
BAPTIST CHAPEL. The Lord is still with 
us, and continues to bless us with His pre
sence, and does add to the church daily such 
as shall be saved. l was enabled, by grace, 
to receive into church fellowship on Lord's
day, Dec. 7, two of the Lord's dear children. 
Through the Eai·then Vessel they found 
there was such a place as Noah's Ark at 
Favers_ham. He ~ought for the place, and 
came m one Lords-day morning to hear• 
he_ hear~ ( as he has since told me) the very 
tlnng !us soul longed for. He speaks in the 
name of the Lord at Rochester sometimes. I 
pray the dear Lord will still make known His 
mig·hty power to save in this plac,e. 

J. W1sE, Pastor. 

GLEMSFORD, SUFFOLK.-We have 
been so unsettled here without an nnder
shepherd, and have had so many ups and 
downs, that it seems doubly pleasant to be 
again settled, with every sign of peace and 
prosperity, under a minister whose message 
the 1..ord seems to bless, and the people delight 
to receive. Since it pleased God to send Mr. 
Margerum amongst ns our congregations 
have vastly increased; great numbers flock 
every Lord's-day to the chapel, who listen 
with deep attention. The first Lord's-day in 
December we had a very interesting service. 
The afternoon sermon was dispensed with ; 
the table was spread for the Lord's Supper; 
the chapel was filled in every part. A hymn 
having been sung, Mr. Deacon Clarke sought 
the Divine blessing. Then the venerable 
Senior Deacon Howard rose, extended his 
hand to Mr. M., and said, " It is with 
pleasure I give yon the right hand, in token 
of our union as pastor aud people, and pray 
that it may prove a lasting· and a blessed 
union to both." With hands still clasped, 
the Pastor said, "In the name of the living 
Three-One God of I srnel, I accept the charge, 
praying that peace and unity may long dwell 
here, and that our union of this day may be 
blessed to the feeding of the Church of God, 
also to the ingathering of many of His re
deemed. The Lord give us grace to dedicate 
ourselves entirely to His service, and 
strengthen abd prepare ns for all His will." 
Turning to the Deacons. the Pastor exhorted 
them that, if peace and prosperity were to 
remain, there must be entire confidence an 
enlarged spirit of prayer, and much love 
between minister and deacons." 111.r. M. then 
engaged in prayer; another hymn was sung, 
two members were received into the Church. 
After which he gave a concise account of his 
caJJ by grace more than twenty years ago; 
of his marked and truly wonderful call to 
preach the Gospel, of some experiences 
in the Divine life, and sornc of the painful 
providences accessory to his coming to Glems
ford ; he ooldly laid before them the duties 
of a Strict Baptist Church nnd Pa,tor. At 
the conclusion he administered the Lord's 
Supper. Mr. Margerum appears devoted to 
his work, nnd his people seem devoted to him 
for his work's sake. Long may unity and 
peace prevail and God's blessing be enjoyed. 

A C0RRB8PO.l'IDllNT. 
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®ur iudrnlhm E'.nilll. 
MR. DANIEi, ALLEN-UIS LECTURES

HIS MINISTllY - HIS OPPONENTS -
JAMES GRJrnNW00D-THE PARTICU
LAR BAPTIST AssoCIA'rION, ETC. 

Special attention is invited to the following 
communication. Early in the new yeari:'. we 
trust a public meeting will be held in on
don, expressing its sympathy with our sister 
Churches in Australia. We have received 
from Sydney, The Evening Neuw, of Sep
tember 13, 1873, which gives a report, of which 
the following is a part :-Mr. Daniel Allen 
Inst evening delivered an instructive lecture 
in Castlereagh-street Baptist Chapel, in 
connection with the Young Men's Mutual 
Improvement Society. The subject of the 
lecture was" Innocent love and its sorrows," 
being· the sequel to the lecturer's recent dis
course on "'fbe sins and sorrows of our city." 
Mr. Stephen Dixon (Mayor of Waverley) 
took the chair. The first part of the lecture 
was on friendly love, under which head he 
sketched out the lives of David, Jonathan, 
Jesus, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. The second 
part was on parental love, as manifest in 
Jacob's conduct to Joseph and Benjamin, 
and in David towards his child Absalom. 
The third part treated on J oseph's love to his 
father Jacob, an<!. in Ruth's love to Naomi. 
Conjugal love was the topic of the fourth 
part, exemplifying the lives of Isaac and Re
becca, Jacob and Rachel. Reference was 
made. to Coombe's Constitution of Man, in a 
phrenological point of view, and to ancient 
and modern history. Queen Victoria's court
ship and marriage was reviewed ; and the 
Jives of the poets Cowper, Montgomery, Cre
dence, ~e'.vton, and Dr. Watt,, were touched 
on, During the lecture, anecdotes, showing 
the sorrows arising out of disappointed love, 
were related. The singing of the church 
choir at intervals was \'ery pleasing. The 
lecture was free, but a collection was made 
in aid of the Parsonage Debt Fund. In 
perusing a printed copy of this lecture, en
titled "Innocent love and its sorrows," we 
felt convinced that hundreds of thousands 
would peruse it with emotion and pleasure of 
the purest kind. Mr. Allen is evidently a 
workman that cannot be ashamed; he rightly 
diYides the word of truth, and correctly de
velopes human n .. ture in all its diversified 
phases. We perceive a contemporary hardly 
considers him deep enough in the experi
mental department· but to us it is quite 
clear he is a truth{uI, a faithful, nserving·, 
studious, and a thorough working Iman of 
God; and is quite a lending star in those 
crowded colonies where the Lord has called 
him to lnbbur. 

We see from The Sydney Morning He
rald that he fights so manfully and ably for 
the principles and ordinances of the ancieu t 
fnith, that the scribes of the General Baptist 
Union honour him, and would gladly get him 
on their side. We hope the Lord has 11:iven 
him a bishopric and a diocese in New South 
Wales, in which he will, for runny years to 
come, pursue his mission with abundant and 

increasing success. There is no feminine 
weakness, nor fleshly fascination about 
Daniel Allen. His mental anrl his minis
terial sinews are stronJ.(', stern, in some cases 
severe, and scythe-like; but, in dealing with 
truth, and truth-oeeking people, he is con
ciliating, kind, and winning. James Green
wood, the Secretary to the Baptist Union of 
New South Wales, has taken grea: pains with 
our friend Daniel. James refers to The 
Earthen Vesselas"An English BaptistOrgan 
of a peculiar character,'' and is anxious to
persuade the Australian Churches that in 
England" the distinction between Calvinistic 
anrl Arminian Baptists is being· gmdually 
allowed to lapse." We rleclare this state
ment to he incorrect. \Ve have several hun
dreds of Churches, whose pastors, principles, 
and practices are decidedly in accordance 
with the revelations, rules, doctrines, ordi
nances, and discipline, given us by our Lord 
Himself; followed by His Apostles, and ad
hered unto most conscientiously and consis
tently by thousands upon thousands of true 
and genuine Baptists in England to this day. 
J. Greenwood and his unionists evi~ently wish 
to believe that because we have lost John 
Foreman, James ·wells, J. A. Lines, George 
Mm-rell, J.C. Philpot, George Wright, and 
manv others of the valiant men of Israel, that 
henc.eforward the honest, truth-defending 
Baptists will die out. But, out of pure love 
to every atom of the Saviour's Gospel, we say 
with joy and gladness, there is no immediate 
prospect of our extinction. We can refer 
James Greenwood to scores of Baptist 
Ministers and Churches in England, who are 
as firmly and as acceptably contending· for 
Divine Truth as did anv of their fathers before 
them. James Green.wood closes one of his 
long epistles in a rather sarcastic tone, at 
least the followinµ· appears ~o to us: he says, 
" Some of the brethren declare they left our 
Union 'hecause it is w,,ntir1~· in love and 
vital godliness.' To this charg-e I must 
plead guilty; our ministers and her churches 
do sadly need more ot these essentials of 
true religion. But I leave it for others to 
decide whether we are alone in this want, 
aud whether our new denomination can draw 
near to the holy place, and ' thank God that 
they are holier thau we.'" 

Nay, we dare not, Daniel Allen and his 
co-workers will not assume any such posi
tion; but this much we dare to affirm that, 
while the General nod Open-Communion 
Baptists appear to disre~·ard Revelation 

. xxii. 18-19, those who have been !eel iuto 
nil truth by the Spirit of Truth, cannot, 
must not, .preach any otl1er Gospel, nor 
sanction any other order thau that committed 
them hy the Great I\Iaster ot the House, 
whose Word cannot be broken. 

The New Particulm· Baptist Association 
of New South Wales held its half-yearly 
IJ1eeting-s at Wa!lsend and Lambton on the 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th of September, 
when U1e following busine&.ss and devotional 
services were much enjoyed b_v the ministers 
and churches assembling· on these occasions: 
-On Sunday eveuiug a new and very neat 
Ordinance Service was presen led to the 
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<'hurch at Wallscnd hy the pRstor of tl1e 
CastlereRgh-street church Sydney, sub
scrihed for hy vRrious friends. 'rhis expres
sion of brotherly love WAS lovingly received, 
and responded unto by the pastor, deacons, 
and dmrcl, to whom it was presented. Also 
a purse of £14 was presented to the pastor, 
Thomas Rohe~·, by the membersofthechurch 
at "'allsen<l, as a token of their love to him, 
and in µ-ratefol recognition of his valuable 
serdces among them, which the Lord hRs 
won·derfullv hlest to the advancement of His 
kin~·dom. · On Tuesday morning a prayer
meetin11· wa.s held, and solemn supplication 
went up to heaven for the dil>ine blessing to 
rest upon the churche, and the nations.~ In 
the afternoon th~ churches at Wallseud and 
Lam hton were presented with periodicals, 
pamphlets, and tracts, with printed covers, 
for the estahlishment of tract societies in con
nection 1'ith these churches, by the pastor 
-0f Castlereagh-street church, all being freely 
contributed by this church. These presenta
tions were i:ratefully acknowledged by the 
officers of the · churches to whom thev 
were made. Letters of sympathy were read 
:from pastor W. Sutherland, ot Braid wood, and 
from brother F. Bedell, Hill End. 'l'hese 
.also acknowleged the communication of 
tracts, etc., from the pastor of the church in 
Castlereagh-street, Sydney. Godly greet
ings are to be returned to these brethren. 
B)• the letters of advice received by the chair
mnn from pastors W. Sutherland and Thomas 
Rohe,, it was unanimously agreed that the 
conduct of the Baptist Union, in endeavour
ing· to prevent our registration and their 
most unwarrantable communications, should 
not yet be publicly exposed. The resignation 
-0f Mr. Martin was unanimously accepted. 
In the evening the address of Pastor D. 
Allen was delivered, and ordered to be circu
lated. On Wednesday evening Pastor J. 
Hicks preached to the church and congrega
tion at Lambton, and was heard with profit 
and pleasure. The same evening Pastor D. 
Allen gave an interesting lecture at Walls
end, which was well received. On Thursday 
evening Pastor D. Allen delivered another 
instructive lecture at Lambton, which was 
received with mucl! enthusiasm by the people. 
On Friday evening a friendly tea-meeting 
wns enjoyed by the congregation at Lamb
ton, and addres.sed by Pastors J. Hicks, Thos. 
Robey, and D. Young, by whom much godly 
counsel was g-iven, and in love received by 
the people. By a proposition from Brolher 
Morgan it was r<•solved to petition the minis
try to suppress all kinds of immorality, which 
now so much abound in the colony. Pastor 
Daniel Allen, president. 

GREAT YARMOUTH.-YORK ROAD. 
-Our friends will be glad to hear the new 
chapel is goinir on; the roof is now finished. 
We have experienced the motto (given us by 
our esteemed cltairman, W. Beach, Esq., at 
our last anniversary at Salem)," JEHOVAH
JrREH," the Lord has been seen; the Lord 
ha, pro,·ided for us up to the pre~ent, and we 
can mi-~ au Ebcnezer. Thus far the Lord 
has hclp(•d us; we have sent the amounts 

collected and promised towards the new 
chapel. ,ve now appeal to our numerou8 
friends and lovers of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
come and help us. 'l'he new chapel complete 
ml! cost about £800. We have studied 
every economy in the erection of the build
ing·. We hope to have the opening services 
early next summer. Donations thankfully 
received and acknowledged by our worthy 
Treasurer, W. Beach, Esq., Chelmsford; 
Mr. Howard, Lloyd square, Isling·ton; Mr. 
J. Morter, Forest lane, Stratford, Essex; 
Mr. Richard Walter, Glengall place, Mill
wall, London ; S. K. Bland, Beccles; E. 
Pittorh, 7, Exmouth road, Great Yar
Yarmouth. EDWARD PITTOCH, THOMAS 
IBuRWILL, GEORGE KEEVIL, Deacons, 
\v, Beach, Esq., 'Chelmsford, £100; ::lir. 
Kerrison, Yarmouth, £50; Mr. Morter, 
Stratford, £25; Mr. Rivett, Yarmouth, 
£20; Mr. Masterson, Yarmouth, £10; Mr. 
Hammond, Yarmouth, £10; Mr. Green, 
March, £5; Mr. Blacksol, Nottinghamshire, 
£1 ; Mr. Benham, Yarmouth, 10s.; a Friend 
from Hounslow, 5s. ; a Friend from Rich
mond, 5s.; a Friend in Yarmouth, lOs.; a 
Friend from Leicester, 10s. ; a Friend from 
London, 5s.; Mr. R. Howard, Islington, 
£,'3; Mr. Lodge, Yarmouth, £1 ls.; Mr. 
Burwill, Yarmouth, £1; a Friend from 
Leicester, 5s.; Mr. Papworth, Cambridge, 
£1; at the anniversary in August our es
teemed chairman, W. Beach, Esq., offered 
to give the sum of £20, if others would raise 
£80 to make £100; Mr. J. Morter, of Strat
ford, soon followed with £20; several friends 
gave their names for cash, and some for 
cards, to guarantee the amounts; Mr. Can
ning, Stratforrl, ,£5; Mrs. Morter, Strat
ford, £6; Mrs. Pittoch, Yarmouth, £6; 
Mrs. Brand, Bungay, £6; Miss Pain, Yar
mouth, £6; Mrs. Rainer, Yarmouth, ,£5; 
Mr. Latten, Yarmouth, ,£5; Mr. S. K. 
Bland, Beccles, _,£5; Mrs. Murray, Yar
mouth, £1; Mr. Keevil, Yarmouth £1; 
Mrs. Masterson, Yarmouth, £1; Mrs. Hart
well, £1 ls.; Mrs. Nichols, Yarmouth, lOs.; 
Mrs. Groom, Yarmouth, 5s.; a Friend at 
Yarmouth, £-I; a Friend at Yarmouth, 5s.; 
Mr. 0. Carr, Yarmouth, £10. 

WHITESTONE.-Dear Mr. Banks,-It 
is not always we can say, "The Lord gave, 
and the Lord taketh away, but blessed be the 
name of the Lord." It does indeed require 
strong faith to be able to say so; but it is 
as well when we can, with the true feeling 
of the heart, approach the Divine Majest7, 
and say," Not my will but Thine be done:' 
May the Giver of all grace enable us, by His 
good Spirit, to commit ourselves into His 
keeping; then all will be well : then, when 
affliction or death come, we know we have a 
dear Friend at hand; and when He does 
take those away from us we love in the flesh 
shall we complain of the Lord's doings, for 
shall not the God of all the earth do right? 
Let us remember that those of our dear 
friends who die in the Lord, are only gone 
before us a little ,;pace: they are not lost; 
we shall see them again. These crosses are 
for our good, to draw us nearer to Christ, 0111· 
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living I-lend. Thoee beautiful words often among~t the living in Jerusalem? The Lord 
come into my mind: has been pleased thus again to manifest His 

I broke Rin's power, I mnde you proy, fnvour, and show forth His loving-kindness to 
What aro your rears about? us as a Church. On Tuesday evening-, the 

Believe me, sinner, when I say, 4th of December, our pastor, Mr. McCure, 
I will not cast you out. nfter a very appropriate and ~oul-stirring 

May He make ue to know more of the 5ddre.,s, listened to by an attentive and 
truthfulness of this in our own soul, for His crowded audience, baptized, in the name of 
name's sake. I nm happy to inform you we Israel's Three-One God, eight believers in the 
are still mnking progress at Whitestone; Lord Jesus Christ, who had, he!ore the 
tlierc are, now and then, some coming !or- Church, previously professed their attachment 
ward and contessing their allegiance to Him to His name. How delightful thu1 to behold 
who is worthy to be had in everlasting re- I Zion's offspring obeying the commands of 
membrance. I believe the time will soon Zion's Lord and King, observing- His laws, 
come that there will he more coming forward walking in His ordinances, anrl thus follow
to follow their Lord through this del!pised ing in the footsteos of the flock. On the 
ordinance. May the good Lord hasten the next Lord's-day, they were verya:l!ectionately 
time. Amen. JOHN LEWIS. received into the Church with two more, who 

ROCHDALE.-Mr. James Hand's settle
ment over the True Baptist Church at Roch
-dole is looked forward to with holy pleasure; 
and bas been preceded by many heaven
wrought prayers, poured out by honest bearta 
who long for the increasing prosperity of 
Zion. The" Brief account of the contention 
at Hope chapel," now . publishing by R. 
Banks, clearly proves that James Hand was 
brought to Hope chapel by the late John 
Kershaw himself. Mr. Kershaw loved him; 
believed him to be a genuine, solemn 
preacher ol the Gospel. During Mr. Ker
•haw's illness, Mr. Hand supplied Hope 
-chapel pulpit, with special, undeniable, and 
increasing usefulness. Of course, Satan 
would, and did oppose su ,h a blessed revival; 
but that opposition has only resulted in the 
spread of the dear Redeemer's kingdom; and 
next month we hope to be able to furnish a 
faithful account of the blessings attending 
Mr. Hand's settlement on Sunday, January 
4th, 1874. . 

ATTLEBOROUGH, NORFOLK.-
Time was, when ministers were fixtures for 
life; not ·so now in but few cases. We li1•e 
in rolling; moving times; and many 
ministers 11ave more changes now than con
-ducetb to their happiness. A minister, W. 
S. Brilwn, has been over" one Chureh in 
Attleborough nearly forty years; but his 
public work is nearly done ; and on retiring, 
his friends sent him a cheque 'for £200. This 
nice little token of old-{ashioned Christian 
charity was handed to the pastor's son by our 
esteemed friend, Mr. Freeman, the aged 
"°inister being then ill in his bed. We re
joice in such acts of kindness, they prove the 
reality of the Christian faith,. and cause the 
world to exclaim, " See how these true Chris
tians love one another." 

, CAMBRIDGE, EDEN CHAPEL.
The mercy am! ·favour of God toward Zion is 
:from everlastinp;; but He has a set time when 
to show that mercy, and to nuin{fest that 
favour, rn that Zion may know and realize 
the mercy, and rrjoice in the favour. And 
when is this set time more visit>Ie to the 
Church than in the ingathering of Iier sons 
and daughters from the Adam.nature of the 
fall, in bringfoir them out of the darkness into 
light, and in giving them a name and a pince 

have migrated trom another part of the 
Lord's vineyard, and have founr! a home with 
11s. There are still those looking on, who 
love the ways of Zion, and are saying in 
their hearts, 

Here would I flnd a settled rest, 
While others go and come; 

No more a. stranger or a gues~ 
But like a. child at home. 

JOSEPII FAVELL. 

MR. AIKMAN at WICK FORD. ESSEX. 
-Dear Mr. Banks,-Believing- your whole 
heart is de,·oted to the service of God, in His 
Church, and among His people, you will par
don the writer who is made jealous for the 
Lord's honour. Since Mr. Aikman has been 
preaching here, one thing has struck me 
very forcibly; that, while the lament of 
the coldness and deadness of the Churches is 
only general, member,;of Churches will g-ive 
their consent to the painful truth still going
on the same as before, each one ·seeming to 
think, It is not l. Tlrns, nu offence is given; 
hut, when the preaching of the day is spoken 
of from the pulpit as not accordin,r to l'icrip
ture, and a few Baptist brethren are requested 
to consider it, each one ( or nrarl} so) takes 
offence ; and in effect speaks, " In sayin?," 
thus thou reproachest us also," and they go 
away, determined to hear no more reproof, 
saying, "he is no better then they." n'Ir. 
Aikman tells us he is not our enemy; he says 
the Scriptures were given for correction, fer 
reproof, for instruction, &c.; whereas, men 
will only hear soothing, comforting preaching, 
which sews pillows under armholes, he says, 
"My Baptist brethren, I am at war with this 
thing, the Lord will not bless it. There are 
two thing·a wherein I <lifier from you, the 
first, I must preach to .sinners, because my 
Lord spent His whole life in doint~ so; and, 
the next thing is, I rnust prench the whole 
Word; the preceptive part is as much God's 

·word as the doch·inal; it is as much a sin to 
neJrlect the one as the other; a one-sided view 
pf the Word is not pleasing to Him." I hope 
the Lord will condescend to make this house 
~ little sm\ctuary to His honour, and bless the 
nie1Ssages of His servants from time to time 
delivered in His uame. w. H. CH,UIPION. 

fl$aiah lxiv. surely helong-s to our times. 
Who i~ "stirring up himself to take ho!d ol 
God?"] 
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RICHMOND, SURREY.-Mr. W. J. 
Gooding continues to preach every Lord's
day in the new lecture hall. Besides this 
place, there are three different meeting
houses in Hichmond where Gospel truth is 
professed, hut in neither have they any 
stated pastor. We will hope and pray it ma~· 
be made plain that the Lord has sent bruthcr 
W. J. Goodini:1· to Richmond as an under
shepherd to feed the scattered and sickly 
sheep of Christ in that beautiful locality, and 
we trust the Lord's hlessin,i; will so attend 
the se1Tires that brother Gooding and his 
friends will have neither time nor mind to 
atte:1d to Satan's puny attempts to stop the 
Gospel cha,.iot.. Let us seek most intensely 
to lire in the faith and fellowship of .JESUS, 
then the hissings of the serpent will never 
harm us. 

EARL'S BARTON.-Our brother W. 
Tooke and his belie\'ing flock are antiripat
ing the completion of their new chapel in 
the montl1 of January. The Gospel, as 
preached by brother Tooke, is accompanied 
with a real, spiritual, and saving power. 
The church and congregation are happy in 
the Lord's sen;ce, but they require help for 
their building. Christian friends, we expect 
to see Earl's Barton Baptist chapel opened 
Tuesday, Jan. 20, 18i4. Come to the open
ing, or send your mite to pastor W. Tooke, 
Earl's Barton, near Northampton. 

[totes .of il;/t W.ontlJ. 
CROYDON.-Notic.e, and copy of Mr. 

Covell 's sermon received. We were "~ur
pri<ed " indeed. We have no ohjection to 
redew them. As regards" Old Paths" we 
think it excellent; but the exclusi1·e spirit 
reigns in all quarters. "'~ never could live 
in it. Oh, the awful delus10n mere professors 
are under! " Popes!" ah, they are leg-ion 
indeed. But "let botb irrow together until 
the harvest" bids us lay down our pen for the 
present. 

""\VHAT WILL MAKE A MINISTER'S 
HAKDS HAKG DOWN? "-This question was 
answered in Southampton. Can Mr. Holles 
furnish a report ot it? It might do good if 
published. 

"THE SHIPWRECKED FISHERMEN 
AKD MARINER~ ROYAL BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY" are calling for help. The horrors 
attendai:t on shipwreck, tbe many thousands 
who are now yearly dashed naked on _tbe 
shore or cast down into the deep, leanng 
wido~s and children in destitution, is truly 
dreadful. This Society helps all. Commander 
W. H. Svmonds is Secretary : his office is, 
Hibernia Chambers, London Bridge, S.E. 

"THE STAR IN THE WEST."-A thick 
cloud yea a tempest, broke upon one uf the 
Tabe/rlacl~; doing serious mischief. " Tetn
perance" and his friend" Ephraim" s_uflered 
tue loss of peace for a s~ason. _Ephr~1m. has 
been a benefactor, and 1s spreading lns wmgs 
far and wide: but the very old, lame, and 
weary pilgrims reqnire stro~ge~ '!'eat tha~ he 
can give us. Mr. Roberts 1s raismg arel'lval 
at the Union ; grand fa tiler hopes well, but a 

revival without the sovereign nnd efficient 
power of the promised COMFORTER is like 
the morning cloud which pnsseth away. Mr. 
Edwards has been givin~ lectures which bring 
many together: his mimstry is to be continued 
in that westeri, circuit. A student of astl'o
nomy occasionally gives diseourses, not to very 
crowded audiences ; common people might 
not be able to appre~iatesuch a gifted teacher. 
Planets revolviug roimd the sun are not so 
easily defined as fixed stars. A select circle 
hear patiently. ['rhe rest is reserved.] 

MINISTERIAL · CHARACTER. - MR. 
EoITO R,-1 cannot hold my peace. J have 
known Mr. Bennett for many years; I feel 
grieved it should be insinuated that he does 
not PREACH THE TRUTH. Eleven years 
ago Mr. Bennett baptized me at Enon, Chat
ham. I sat under his ministry four years. I 
frequently heard him at Tring, at Woolwich, 
and at Pimlico. I can testify he is, and al
ways has been a staunch defender of the doc
trines of grace. There are not many preachers 
like Mr. Bennett in our midst now. Those 
who have not heard him might imagine he 
was not to be relied on. Your correspondent 
speaks as though" Carmel" had not prospered 
while he was there. I know the congrega
tion more than doubled, which is a good eYi-
dence of prosperity. E. WILLSON. 
[Where in The Earthen Vessel is there 

one word expressive cf unsoundness in Mr. 
Bennett's ministry ? Point it out. We 
will then acknowledge the error. We never 
heard even a whisper of such a deficiency. 
-ED.] 
Su I\REY TABERNACLE.-No doubt the 

young man was.confounded: try him again. 
The best of men have often stumbled in start
ing; they lose their head for the moment and 
scarcf know what they are talking about. 

W ANTED.-Men of sterling principle, of 
strong faith, of fervent zeal, of consistent 
charity, and with sanctified, active, and per
se,·ering intellect, to fill up our vacant pas
torates. Address-" Board of Deacons," 
Ea,·tlien Vessel Office, 5, Racquet Court, 
Fleet Street, London. · 

@.eni!Js. , 
Our beloved sister in Chrlot, Mrs. Elizabeth 

Owen, of Mcpal, Is1c of Ely, aged 80 years, was 
by the glorious Husbandman transplanted from 
the garden below to the garden above, Nov. 21, 
187~. My snul has many times been refreshed 
in spiritual communion wltb her; now sho sees 
Hirn whom ber soul lovetb. R. G. EDWARDS, 

Morn.lay morning, December 8, 1M78, Mr. 
Samuel Thompson passed from among us t_o the 
world of Rplrits, at the advanced age of 93. He 
was converted by t be Spirit o! God under the 
11dni:.;try of John Martin, of Kepple street, and 
baptlze<I by Mr, George Pritchard. " How nre 
tbe mlgbty fallen? "-(2 Sam. I. 19). W.W. 

Tbe following care} bas been scnL from Man
chester by our frlell(f Mr. John Hudson :-In af
fcclionate rcnH:mbrancc ot Jame8 Quinn (late 
Cl1y Missionary !or twenty.five years), of Nccd-
1\'ood i-;trect, MH nche8ter, who departed this Ufe 
S1·pten1ber 27, 187:l, ln his 74th year. Interred 
at Harpurbey Cemetery, October 1, 1873. 
[Of tbls learned, devoted, and useful minister, 

we bave enough material to supply a memoir 
wortby of cxtensl ve perusal. We wish to 
compile It If posslble,-ED,] 



NATHANIEL WAITE was born at Bradford-on-Avon, in the year 
1843, and had God-fearing parents, but was left at the early age 

of seven without a father. He continued there until about the year 
1858 when, in the Providence of God, he came to London, where he 
found employment, but at a place which was not fitted for a youth so 
young·, who, being brought up to attend where the Gospel was preached, 
was now thrust into quite another class of society. After a few 
months he sought another situation which did not satisfy him much, 
and then sought another place, but this did not last long. He was at 
last thrown out of employment for some time, which was a great trial 
to him; at last he settled with a clock and watchmaker in New Bond 
Street, which place he filled for nine years up to his death. 

About the year 1862 he became anxious about his soul's salvation. 
Although I cannot give the leading particulars, or the means that God 
used to arrest him, or of the Lord's dealings with his soul, but at 
this time I often heard him reading the Word and wrestling with God 
in prayer after he retired into his own room for the night. He now 
became a constant hearer of the Gospel as preached by the late :Mr. 
John Pells, of Soho Chapel, Oxford Street, whose ministry was much 
blessed to him in deepening his convictions, and leading him on in the 
hope of salvation. He attended the Sabbath morning prayer-meetings, 
but being a man of few words, it was a trial to him when called upon 
to en~age in prayer, and it was with great fear and trembling when 
he attempted to supplicate at the throne of grace ; but his broken 
petitions showed the genuineness of his religion. Some of hie earliest 
attempts to pray in public have not been forgotten by some who heard 
him. After continuing a hearer for a considerable time, he applied 
for membership at Soho, and having given his experience before the 
Church at the monthly Church-meeting, was unanimously received, and 
was baptized the last Sabbath in December, 1863. Some few years 
after he got his dismissal from the Church of Soho to Salem, Meard's 
Court, where he continued till his death. The ministry of Mr. Ibber
son was much blest to him, especially a sermon from Psalm Ii. 1, 
" Have mercy upon me, 0 God, according to Thy lovingkindness," etc. 
This sermon was wonderfully blest to him. He has also been much 
favoured and blest under the preaching of the present pastor, Mr. 
Briscoe. His Christian career had not been so bright as he could have 
wished. He deeply regretted his not possessing gifts for usefulness, 
even up till his dying day. He was not able, when in health, to soar 
far above this trying state, he not having, as some are favoured with, 
that full assurance of faith; but still he hoped in the mercy of his 
God. He had days of darkness, trouble, and distress, and ofttimes felt 
his own weakness and proneness to wander away from his God ; and on 
01;1-e occasion I overheard him relating to a fellow-member at Soho tl1flt 
his feet had well nigh slipped, but that God had mercy upon him. He 

VoL. XXX. FEn., 1874.] n 
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knew he had to battle with an evil heart, and this ofttimes caused him 
great darkness of mind. He had external trials and troubles which 
caused inward grief. 

But to come to his end. He had felt unwell at times for fifteen 
months, and had several attacks which laid him aside, but in the com
mencement of October, 1873, he gradually became weaker: every day 
told upon him, and it was with the greatest difficulty that he continued 
to his daily work, and was obliged, when in the streets at times, to 
hold himself up by the nearest object that met his view, and when 
in doors' was compelled to rest in going up-stairs, quite panting for 
breath; he was, however, compelled to keep at home in the middle of 
the month. A medical man was called in who told him he was suffering 
from heart-disease and other complications, and after a week's treat
ment, a physician was called in who declared his case was almost 
hopeless, hut should he recover he would be a great sufferer ; this was, 
in a measure, kept from him. He became weaker every day, at times 
feeling a little better, then worse again ; so he continued until a few· 
days before his death in the brightest hopes of his recovery, which 
grieved me much to see one so near his end and yet he knew it not. 
On the Friday before his death I spoke to him upon the subject of 
death, of one being ushered into the last hour without knowing it, and 
then be left to bid adieu to those most dear to him, and not knowing 
whether at that time he may have the use of his faculties. I left him 
without seeming to make much impression upon him, and called upon 
him the next day_ and remained with him. -He now asked me what 
myself and the doctor thought of him ? · I told him I could_ riot trifle 
with him and must therefore be candid, assuring him there was not 
the slightest hope of recovery, and that the doctor said he might last a 
few days or weeks. This seemed to grieve him ; he said he wanted to 
live. I asked him the state of his mind, he said he could scarcely tell ; 
again be said he wanted to live. I prayed him calmly to look the 
matter over, knowing that in a few hours or days he would be gone, which 
he tried to do, and said he must try to be resigned ; but it was easy to 
say that, but what he wanted was to feel it. Things in _ Providence 
had been looking brighter for the past few months, and he had hopes 
of living to bring up his young family, and he now felt it very hard 
for one so young to be called away. He now became greatly distressed 
on behalf of his wife and family. I assured him that the Lord 
would provide for them ; and promised to use my influence on their 
behalf. This appeared to ease his mind a little, and he continued in 
that state until midnight. During the evening I spoke at intervals 
touching his state and the future. I asked him where his hope was 
fixed ? He said where it had been for some years past, only on Christ 
and His atonement, and again said he would prefer to live; but if the 
Lord was about to take him, he prayed that the Lord would give him 
stren«th to bear up and that His presence might be with him up till 
the 1:st. He now became delirious for about three hours. After this 
had passed off, he said, 

"Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are." 

Then he remarked how good the Lord had been to him, and that not 
one thing had failed of all that the Lord had promised. He confessed 
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his unworthiness, and must approach the Lord with the same cry he 
had often used before : 

"Just as I am-without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me." 

He now became very low. I read to him several Psalms, the sweetness 
•Of which he seemed to drink into his soul. We offered to pray with 
him, but he was too weak to answer. After a few moments a great 
change came over him, and he said, 

Then he said, 

"In vain onr fancy strives to paint 
The moment after death." 

"Sweet to lie passive in His hands, 
And know no will but His." 

After a few moments, he said, 
" When I appear in yonder crowd.'' 

He now appeared to be sinking fast. I :.roused the friends in the 
house, and we gathered around his bed, believing his time to be draw
ing near. He then most affectingly addressed his beloved partner, and 
tried to console her, pointing her to Him who has promised to be the 
Husband of Lhe widow and Father of the fatherless children ; he prayed 
her to trust in her God, that yet all would work well and for her good. 
He said it was very hard to leave her and the children to struggle on 
alone, and he would gladly live for them if it were possible, but, feeling 
at his heart, he said it was impossible. He then took his children and 
told them he was about to leave them, pointing to Christian in 
Bunyan's Pilgrim crossing the river, and referring their young minds 
to the pictures he had often showed them, and explained that he was 
about to cross that river ; he begged them to listen to the teachings of 
their mother, and prayed that they might meet each other in heaven, 
where there would be no more parting or any more sorrow. He now 
spoke of the teaching he had received when young and at the Sabbath 
School, that he never lost it, but it had been to him as a well of water 
springing up within him, and had been a source of consolation to him 
even up till his dying day. 

Sunday morning had now arrived, and he continued during the 
day and up to the evening, as far as he had strength to speak to one 
and another who called in to see him, and it mattered not whether old 
or young, sinner or saint, he had a fitting word for each, although when 
in health he could not say much. The Lord evidently made up for it 
in his last hours, for he preached the Gospel to all that gathered around 
him, as a dying man to dying men, with all the solemnities of a dying 
hour. To one whom he had been addressing, in reference to his state 
as a sinner, and that most solemnly too, he told him it mattered not 
how black or how vile, but him that cometh unto Christ He will in 
nowise cast out, and then said, 

"The door of Thy mercy stands open all day, 
To the poor and tho needy who knock by the way ; 
No sinner shall ever be empty sent back, 
Who comes seeking mercy for Jesus's sake."' 

He then begged him to try Him, assuring him that a death-bed was 
not the place to think of those things but when in health and strength. 
To another he said, 
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"The wicked stand amazed, 
As under fear confined; 

Whene'er they see grim death's pale face 
Presented to their mind." 

To another he said, 
" Death is a melancholy thing 

To them who have no God." 

Afterwards he said, 
"There was nothing in me to merit esteem, 

Or cause the Creator delight." 

After some little time he broke out with the verse, 

Again, 

"On Zion's glorious summit stood 
A numerous host redeemed by blood; 
They hymn'd their King in strains divine; 
I beard the song and strove to join." 

" I feel this mud-wall cottage shake, 
And long to see it fall." 

He then commenced crying out very loud, " Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly," several times, and then asked some brother to pray with hini 
that the Lord might come quickly to take him to Himeelf. A brother 
supplicated at the throne of gra~e, in which he heartily joined. 

Mr. Briscoe' called to see him in the afternoon and found him in a 
blessed state of.mind, and to questions put to him showed that he was 
only waiting to hear the Master's voiee, saying, " Come up higher ; '.' 
he now being thbroughly resigned, and saia h'.e .had iJo wishto recover ; 
that he was resting by faith on·the Rock, Christ, and said, · 

" Ail other iound is sinking sand ; " 

e,tld after several such sayings, Mr. Briscoe prayed with him, and his 
own soul w~s going out in the petitions, and tried to join in the same. 
He now asked, for a drink of water, and said, " That was more than 
they gave his Master when hanging on the cross." He then said, 

He then said, 

"Love, so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all." 

" When langour and disease invades 
This trembling house of clay, 

'Tis sweet to look beyond our cage 
And long to fly away." 

At times he felt his strength fail, and when he recovered it again a 
little he began, 

"Vital spark of heavenly flame, 
Quit, 0 quit this mortal frame; 
Trembling, hoping, lingering, flying, 
Oh, the pain, the bliss of dying. 
Cease, fond nature, cease thy strife, 
And let me languish into life. 
What is this absorbs me quite? 
Steals my senses, shuts my sight? 
Drowns my spirit, draws my breath? 
Tell me, my soul, can this be death?" 

He then repeated the well-known hymn, 
"Rock of Ages, shelter me," 
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with the eloquence of one nearing home and with glory full in view, 
especially this verse, 

"Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling ; 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Vile, I to the fountain fly ; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die." 

Those who were with him will not forget the many weighty things 
that he said, especially those that were spoken by him to each one 
personally. Again he repeated the verse, 

"My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of Calvary; 

Saviour divine, 
Now hear me while I pray, 
Take all my sins away ; 
0 may I from this day 

Be wholly Thine." 

And so he continued during the Sunday night, and he appeared to 
rally a little. I left him a few hours on Monday and returned and 
found him very low, and again thought him all but gone, but he 
lingered on and at times said it was hard work, and hoped it would 
not last long. Monday night he had a quiet night, and on Tuesday 
morning I saw him ; he was very weak, but still relying upon his God 
for strength and patience and said it wol].ld not be long. I left him 
and returned in the evening. During the afternoon he had been very 
low and felt rather dark, and wished he had some brother to pray with 
him, but there was not a brother present at the time ; but he soon 
recovered from this darkness, and during the evening blessedly spoke 
of his Saviour and felt it would not be long before he would be in His 
embrace. To a friend, who called in for the first time, he spake as to 
his being prepared to meet his Saviour, which would be far 
better. This was his last night on earth, and he several times, at 
intervals, called out, "Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." At a quarter
past twelve, without a struggle or groan, but simply said, " Hold :ne 
up, hold me up," he passed out of a world of sorrow and death into 
that fulness of joy and bliss, treasured up for all them who love 
God and who are hopeful in His mercy. So he passed away in his 
thirtieth year, on Tuesday night, November 18, and was interred at 
Finchley Cemetery, on the 25th, by Mr. George Webb, of Kentish 
Town. 

May his prayers be answered, and the words he spoke on his dying 
bed be blest to those who heard them. May the Lord's people be 
cheered with the prospect of death and the glory that follows, and that 
our hearts may be knitted more to our Master in sweet fellowship with 
Him by the way, till He calls us hence. May his words to those unsaved 
be as a nail fastened in a sure place, and may the Holy Ghost bring 
them to Calvary's cross and point to His redeeming blood, and say, 
"Behold the way to God." And to Him shall be the praise and glory. 

WILLIAM WAITE. 
12.A., Margaret Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
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THE PURCHASE AND THE PRICE. 
" Jesus ! the vision of Thy face 

Hath overpowering charms; 
Scarce shall I feel death's cold embrace 

If Christ be in my arms ! " 

SITTING alone in Moss Cottage, near Rochdale, the seat of Alder
man John Tatham (whose kindness to me I must ever grate

fully remember), on Monday evening, January 5,187 4, the above precious 
wrse came over my soul with serenity and quietude: and it was followed' 
by that other sweet note-

" My willing soul would stay 
In such a frame as this ! 

And sit and sing herself away 
To everlasting bliss." 

The two-fold aspect of the mediatorial work of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ had been in my thoughts; and any spiritual contemplation 
upon the person, and work, and glory of the Son of God must bring 
the soul into that holy frame which led the ancient saint to exclaimr 
" l\Iy meditation of Him shall be sweet ! " When the Eternal Comforter 
dotl-i lead the regenerated soul believingly to think upon the Friend of: 
Sinners, there must then be in that soul something of Isaiah xxxii. :: 
" The -:ork of righteousness shall pe peace, and the effect of righteous
ness qmetness and assurance for ever." 

Kow, where the final perseverance of the saints is not firmly and 
experimentally holden by faith there can be no spiritual quietness, no, 
well-grounded assurance for eternity, because there may be a possibility 
of falling from all the grace received, and dropping into final misery 
after all. 

How dangerous, to me, appears the doctrine of Universal Redemp
tion-of man's power to befieve or to reject the Gospel of Christ, and 
of the possibility of finally falling from grace even after a man hath
believed, hath been sanctified, and hath received the assurance that his 
sins are all forgiven him. How very dreadful all these contingencies 
and uncertainties as regards our salvation by Christ do appear 
to me ! and yet in nearly all the churches and chapels of the
kingdom these free-will heresies are proclaimed ; thousands believe 
them, and their societies prosper in all time and temporal things, their 
ministers are talented, their supporters are numerous and wealthy ; but 
how they will appear in the great day of decision is fearful and difficult 
to think upon. 

" Feed the Church of God which He hath purchased with His ?Wil' 
blood." This is our new year's motto-our text for 1874. Some thmgs· 
have been advanced in January number; but here we will simply notice 
that where this injunction to "feed the Church" is given, there is 
associated therewith some distinguishing and discriminating features of· 
characters, which are to be carefully noted by us. 

By the prophet Zechariah the Lord promises that He will "feed the 
flock of slaughter, even you, 0 poor of the flock." Who can read the 
history of the Church of Christ but must see it has been a slaughtered 
flock, more or less, in all ages ! What became of the prophets and 
apostles ? Were they not all literally slaughtered by cruel and de_ 
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structive persecutions ? Have not thousands of the followers of the 
Lamb been slaughtered and hurled out of the world by flames, and 
swords, and cruel deaths? And what is Satan aiming at now, but again 
to set the enemies of God's people up in power-in civil and 
ecclesiastical power? And then a public slaughter will be carried on 
again. 

Are we not secretly slaughtered now, either by wolves in sheep's 
clothing, or by Satan's most persistent temptations ? The poor of the 
flock are slaughtered in a thousand ways which we stop not now to 
define. 

But then Christ feedeth them, He upholdeth and preserveth them 
in the faith, and although their faith is sharply tried He leaveth them 
not to make shipwreck of it or to perish out of His hand. Having 
purchased them He will not leave them under Sinai's curse, nor under 
the avenging sword of justice, nor under Satan's terrible dominion ; 
nor under death's sting, nor under the power of the wrath to come ! 
nor under the final sentence of the judgment-day, when to all those 
who died not in the Lord it will be said, "Depart from me, for I never 
knew you." 
_ The holy law of God had a claim upon those who were chosen in 

Christ before the foundation of the world ; but our Jesus, by His 
holy life of perfect obedience met that demand, then He came to Jordan, 
and was baptized, and, to prove that His obedience was fully accepted, 
the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and lighting upon Hirn, and, lo, a voice from 
heaven, saying, " This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased I" 
. Here, then, the holy law is magnified. God, its author, is well 
pleased. 

Satan has no legal claim upon the elect of God ; but he will resist 
and tempt them. He tempted Christ, but the Saviour always drove the 
deadly adversary off the ground. Satan dragged David down: the 
Lord drove him out. Satan got Peter in his sieve ; Christ made him 
let go his hold. And Christ assures the Church He will bruise Satan 
under her feet shortly. Then He shall not tempt, nor bind, nor wrong 
any more. 

Divine Justice demanded the life of Jesus as a substitutionary pun
ishment for the Church's sin. This demand flung His whole body and 
soul into a baptism of bloody sweat and agony ; but, 

"Here was compassion like a God, 
That when the Saviour knew 

The price of pardon was His blood, 
His pity ne'er withdrew." 

Nay, He never stopped, until He could cry with a loud voice, 
"IT IS FINISHED I" 

That "IT" which was finished on Calvary, was begun in the 
ancient covenant ; nothing can be added to it, nothing can be taken 
from it. 

Now, He says, "Feed my sheep, and feed my lambs "-all you w_ho 
love My person, name, and kingdom-with a divinely-superlative 
love. 

Peter re-echoes his holy Master's commission, where he says to the 
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elders, " Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the over
sight thereof; and when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive 
a crown of glory which fadeth not away." 

Being a long way from home and my head and hands full of work 
in this northern part of our hard-working England, I must pause here. 

"The Purchase and the Price" is yet to be considered. Your 
sympathy and prayers I earnestly desire, so that yet a little longer, though 
one of the flock of slaughter, I may be found one of Christ's own faith-
ful servants, CHARLES w .A.TERS BANKS. 

Rochdale, ,January 5, 1874. 
[It is just sixty years since John Kershaw began to preach.] 

A BRIEF MEMOIR OF MR. ALFRED ADAMS, 
WHO WAS PROMOTED FROM GLEMSFORD, SUFFOLK, TO A GLORIOUS 

THRO}."'E n.- HEAVEN, NOV. 27, 1873. 

"By grace are ye saved."-Ephes. ii. 5. 

THE deceased was for many years a consistent member of the Old 
Baptist Chapel here ; for many years he was seriously afflicted, 

suffering from a diseased heart. When first I saw him in March last, 
he was in a low, nervously-depressed state, and could not sustain any 
lengthened conversation. His last illness was most painful to witness 
and serves to illustrate the sublime power of matchless sovereign grace, 
which upheld and bore him safely through, and which so fortified the 
mind, that, with all the terrible rending agonizing pain which for weeks 
gave him absolutely no rest day or night, not a murmur was ever heard 
to escape his lips. ".As much as other men the Christian feels that pain 
is pain but not like them behaves." When bis sufferings were very 
severe, I said do you feel your Lord to be very precious now ? he replied, 
very quietly, " My Jesus bath done all things well." What a mercy. Ah 
the flesh is corrupt, and the flesh must suffer, but Christ is a blessed 
shelter. I said do you feel as though this was fellowship with His 
suffering ? He replied I trust through covenant mercy in some measure 
it may be, I know it is all very wisely ordered, and will sing of the mercy 
of the Lord for ever. .After one of those severe paroxysms which, as far 
as I know, never gave him rnst longer than to draw six breaths ( often not 
that), his sorrowing wife said oh, if I could but bear the pain for you ; 
he quickly replied, hut that would not do, I must have the number, 
every one; the purpose must be fulfilled. He said I feel so wonderfully 
weak, the flesh is weak, but my Lord is strong, yea, a strong tower. 

Oh to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I'm constrained to be. 

I said what a mercy to be interested in the covenant of everlasting, 
urrchanging Jove. .Ah! said he, the Lord has long ago, in a very manifest 
way, blessed me with a knowledge of mJ'. interest, in His blood and 
righteousness. Many have been the shakmgs by Satan, the flesh and 
the world but grace is and has been all sufficient. .As I stood there 
three tho~ghts :filled my mind. 1st. The cursed power and terrible 
venom of sin. 2nd. The weakness and corruption of the flesh. 3rd. 
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The infinitely greater power and sufficiency of di vine grace. A few 
days before he died I called again, found him evidently fast nearing his 
end; I said you seem very weak this morning. I scarcely know, said 
he, if it be morning or noon, or night, but the sun shines ; bless Goel, 
the sun shines. Oh, I exclaimed, what a delightful mercy. It was a heart
melting scene: his wife, two daughters, two grand-children, called to the 
bedside, when, taking his wife into his dying arms, declared I love my 
dear Lord Jesus Christ first and best, but yon come next, gave her a 
parting kiss, a farewell blessing and prayer, commending her to the care 
of his God. And, in like manner, he took each of his daughters, com
mended them to his Redeemer, and gave them a dying father's blessing 
and good-bye kiss, also the two grand-children. I said, you have a 
great mercy to bless the Lord for, in that He has answered your prayers 
for your children; you have lived to see them brought up, and brought 
to the feet of Jesus, and members of His Church, and your wife knows 
and loves the joyful sound, so that when yon part, it will be with the 
certainty of meeting again, under brighter auspices. That, he replied, 
is a vast mercy: I can't measure it, I cannot measure it, it has filled my 
heart. My Lord only knows how I feel about it, ye_s, we shall meet 
again, the earnest of the Spirit, the foretaste now, by-and-bye the whole. 
"Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song." Not wishing to 
lengthen this paper, I have but related a few facts, without comment 
thereupon ; to have related our conversations, which were many and 
sweet, would be tedious to readers. He was sensible but little after 
this; the end see:ined to be sudden at last, but he calmly, without a 
struggle, fell asleep about mid-day. The purpose was accomplished, 
the probation over, the education complete, the corn was ripe at 59 years 
of,age. The Lord said, long enough there, My son, My adopted Son; 
come home, come home. Through grace faithful over few things, now 
come home and thou shaltrule over a many things. Enter, blood-bought, 
blood-washed, Eternally-beloved, enter the joy of thy Lord. Thus, 
without permitting the enemy to harass him much during his last hours, 
this redeemed one, having· come of age, entered upon his inheritance with 
the sanctified: thus another trophy of redeeming love was added to the 
long list of the names of those who came up out of great tribulation. 
Reader, the hour is coming, the hand of the clock of time is fast ap
proaching the appointed moment when thy days on earth will be ended. 
It may be with thee terrible, or otherwise, the Lord only knoweth. Say 
where standest thou, oh, where standest thou ? The Lord bless thee, 
and lift up upon thee t-he light of His countenance and give thee peace. 

When Thou, my righteous Judge, shall come 
To fetch Thy ransomed people home, 

Shall I amongst them stand ; 
Sh!1ll such !1 worthless worm as I, 

Who sometimes am afraid to die, 
Be found at Thy right h!1nd? 

The deceased gave the following words as text for funeral ~errnon: 
"Though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day" (2 Cor. iv. 16). "Let me die the death of the righteous and let 
my last end be like his." 

They aro happy now, and we 
Soon their h!1ppiness shall see. 

A. J. MARGERU)I. 
E 
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A ,YORD OF ADVICE TO PASTORS AND PREACHERS. 
BY ltfR. ISRAEL ATKINSOl:,~ 

DcNvcrc<l to 111,·. Juli, at Ids Ordination at Ca,·lton, Beds. 

l\f R· .A. TKINSON founded his address to the newly-elected Pastor 
ll on 1 Tim. iv. lG, of which the following is an outline. 

1\Iy business on this occasion is not to preach a Gospel sermon, but. 
as one who has obtained mercy, to be faithful; and as one, my brother,. 
some'llhat ym1r senior, to give you a word of advice in the name of the, 
Lord. 

In ,iew of this important engagement you entered into this after
noon, let me say, 

First, take heed to thyself physically. This thought may be dis
missed in a word. But as Paul thought it not beneath him to speak 
a word to Timothy on the health of bis body, neither do I in addressing 
you. Soundness of body bas much to do with soundness of mind. It 
is your reasonable service to present your body to God a living sacrifice 
holy and acceptable, and the sacrifice will be all the better for being 
healthful 'llithal. 

2. Take heed to thyself morally. Morality and religion are not 
as is mistaken by many, identical; but they are nevertheless in~ 
separable, and it will be for you to give good heed to exemplify this 
truth in your own person. Let the purity of religion ever find in you 
an advocate and an example; let it ever be heard from your lips and 
seen in your life : "That the grace of God which bringeth salva
tion teacheth us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world." "That he 
who nameth the name of Christ should depart from iniquity. That 
they should be clean who bear the vessels of the Lord." _ I suggest no 
doubt, my brother, of your morality, but warn you of a danger. If 
the question of Hazael to the prophet, " Is thy servant a dog that he 
should do this thing ? " should arise in the mind, I answer in the words 
of the apostle, " If any man thinketh he standeth, let him take heed 
lest he fall." Paul brought his body into subjection lest he should 
become a castaway, and you may learn from example. .A. more terrible 
consummation in this world can scarcely be imagined than to become a 
castaway of God and His people ; and a vessel to be used of the Master 
must be sanctified and meet for His use; and a minister to be accepted 
of the Church must be approved of God. Your heart, my brother, is 
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked ; give it no con
fidence, your safety lies in the care of your God ; cast the whole on 
Him. 

3. Take heed to thyself spiritually. The vitality of your religion 
concerns you personally. You have need to be ever on your watch
tower against the assaults of the world, the flesh, and the devil upon 
the vital activity of your personal godliness : the deadening influence 
of these "ill, among other things, induce carelessness, formality, and 
desultorine,s. Carelessness is commonly the child of sloth ; avoid the 
parent that you may not be burdened with her offspring. 

Formalit, is a subtle mischief, and will often take possession of the 
soul in the use of those very means we employ to obtain spiritual 
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quickenings. Irregular observance of worship is sure to be irreverent, 
and the most regular is, from its very regularity, in danger of becoming 
formal. Be regular, my brother, and watch for the quickenings of the 
Spirit in all worship. Desultoriness comes of aimlessness ; an aimless 
soul will read and pray and end in its reading and praying. He who 
reads and prays for nothing usually gets nothing, he has nothing " to 
do" with God in either exercise, and therefore God has nothing "to do" 
with him, and both exercises are resultless. Have an object and seek 
it. 

And the vitality of your religion much concerns you officially. The 
business of the study cannot be well done if only mechanically done. 
You m2ty sit down there and mechanically manipulate a text into its 
leading divisions and subdivisions in a brief space of time, and say to 
yourself with self-satisfaction, " That will do," and so leave it till the 
time. But that is just what will not do. You will only have got 
together the bones of a man with no muscles on them, and no flesh on 
the muscles, and no skin on the flesh, and no breath of life in them. 
Sound doctrine there will be, no doubt, but there will be no sweet 
savour. God exerts a power by the truth through a living sympathy 
of His servant with the truth preached. 

If your testimony in the pulpit is to be the milk of the Word to 
those who desire it, your text must, by the subtle chemistry of medi
tation, and prayer, and realization, be digested, so to speak, beforehand 
in the laboratory of your own soul; else the testimony will be but a 
dry breast. As a rule, only words from the heart reach the heart ; 
therefore, for the Word of God, by you, to be a quickening power, it 
must first be a living power in you. Everywhere, in the pulpit, in the 
parlour, and in the sick room, the measure of your usefulness will, 
under God, be much regulated by your own spiritual mindedness. 

4. Take heed to thyself officially. One of your noblest titles is that 
of a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ; you are, indeed, a senant of the 
Church, to subserve its interests, but your Master is Christ. Take heed 
that you are ever a servant, and, therefore, that the claim of the Master 
is ever on you. Ever be ready to answer such questions as : Where 
hast thou gleaned to-day ? and, Where wroughtest thon ? Be yon in 
the service of your Master, like the journeyman who has his time-slate 
on whirh he accounts to his Master for every hour of time. Take heed, 
too, that you are everywhere a servant. Lying down, and rising up, in 
the study, the pulpit, the chair of the pastor, the parlour of the friend, 
the family, the world; in all the employments and in all the recreations 
of life-everywhere you are a servant-CHRIST'S servant. Everp,here 
show the livery, show the spirit, and do the business of a servant of 
Christ ; and take heed that you are wholly a servant. The marginal 
reading of your Bible will tell you that when Moses consecrated .Aaron 
and his sons to the priest's office, he filled tlwir hands. God has given 
you a work to do sufficient to fill your hands, head, and heart ; say to 
all who would divert you, "I am doing a great work, and I cannot come 
down." Let all know who would solicit your services that the claims 
of Christ are on you ; " Give attendance to reading, to exhortations, to 
doctrine," and moreover, "give thyself wholly tJo them." 

Secondly, take heed to the doetrine, and (1) take heed to the 
subject. This is Christ. Provisionally, all the lines of the doctrine 
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meet in Him, and from Him flow all the streams which minister to the 
guilty necessities of a sinner, and to the daily wants of a saint ; all 
fulness dwells in Him, and all supplies are from Him. In preaching 
Christ, eyer bear in mind the occasion for which you preach Him: and 
what, to meet that occasion, HE is made of God unto us; that is, in 
?ther 1rnr~s, the remedial charact~r of Christ _and His Gospel. Here, 
m the midst of your congregat10ns, there will ever be an occasion for 
yon to lift up Christ in your ministry analogous to that on which 
l\'[oses lifted up the serpent. Your preaching of Christ will ever be to 
lost sinners and to poor and needy saints who are yet in the world. 
Rest not, therefore, in the verity of the truth abstractedly, but exhibit 
the truth in its relative bearing on the interest of the people. Preach 
the predicates of your subject. In preaching the headship of Christ, 
beyond the proof of His official relation, feel that you are speaking to 
persons who have been hungering for its advantages to them, and lay 
open to them His responsibility, and therewith His infinite capability 
and faithfulness to discharge a trust which so much concerns them. 
So, also, when preaching the mediation of Christ, open and allege the 
completeness of the stupendous work. When preaching the grace of 
Christ, feel that probably some poor creature has crept within those 
doors, burdened with the guilt of his sins and oppressed with his 
unworthiness, standing afar off in guilt, and grief, and doubt, like the 
publican; and with the force of language, and every II)ode of illustration 
at your command, lay open to the broken-hearted sinner the boundless 
freeness and the unsearchable riches of His grace. And in preaching 
the government of Christ, open up the covenant right of the Lord 
Jesus to be bead over all things to the Church, and forget not to teach 
the people, then listening to you, that He exerts His authority over all 
things which concern them all in the every-day affairs of life. Never 
forget you are the minister of Christ to men in the world, more or less 
afflicted with physical, mental, moral, and spiritual ills. In like 
manner, and with a like object, bear in mind the characteristic features 
of the truth in Christ. That is the Word of Life ; the Gospel of the 
grace of God; the ministry of reconciliatwn; the Gospel of your salva
tion. The verity of these doctrines are, I take it, most surely believed 
here: and, therefore, you will but in a little be employed to maintain 
their truth, but in the unfolding their bearings and ends you will ever 
find employment. Keep in view then that election is to salvation, to a 
being holy without blame before God in love. That predestination is 
to adoption, and to a conformity to the image of Uhrist. That redemp
tion is from all evil unto God. And that calling is from darkness to 
light, and from Satan to God. 

(2) Take heed to the manner and spirit of preaching the doctrine. 
Speaking the truth in love may be taken as the authorised manner of 
preaching the Gospel. The ear is the door of the heart to you, and 
attention is best gained by affection. Asperity revolts, harshness and 
faithfulness are not identical. Your business is the most benevolent 
under heaven; it is to show to men the way of salvation, and to feed 
the sheep and lambs of Christ's flock. Let your m~nner be in keeping 
with the nature of your business ; lead by the hand rather than knock 
on the head. God begets love by love ; the Holy Ghost draws rather 
than drives, and He blesses a leading rather than a driving ministry, 
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This will require a loving sympathy in your own heart : to reach the 
heart of a stranger, you must have the heart of a stranger. If you 
would have love kindled in your hearers' hearts it will be necessary for 
you to carry a kindling kindred fire in your own. 

Your own experience, freely and judiciously laid under tribute, will 
help you much: use it therefore; yet never Jet Christ wait on your 
experience, but ever make your experience wait on Christ. To illus
trate the truths of the Gospel by your experience, with the aim of 
carrying them home, is legitimate and laudable ; but you will commit 
treason against Christ. if you elevate the servant to the Master's throne. 
Moreover, when speaking of experience, you will do well to distinguish 
clearly what a Christian may experience in common with all men, from 
what he experiences peculiarly as a regenerate person-Christian 
experience from the possible experience of a Christian. 

(3) Take heed of the object of the doctrine. Your object, as 
a teacher of the doctrine, will be, in brief, the evangelisation of sinners, 
the edification of saints, and the glory of God, But ever seek some 
definite objects in every- sermon. Ask yourself in your study respect
ing the sermon you are about to preach, What desirable end may I hope 
God will bring to pass by this ? 

Make what preparation you can to compass these objects as though 
success depended on your efforts; and, having done all, lean as 
dependently on the Holy Ghost for all success as though you had made 
no preparation at all. 

Finally,-Bearing in mind that profession of principles made by 
you in this assembly to-day, take heed and "Let no man despise thee," 
by reason of any inconsistency in doctrine and life. 

THE S EC ON D D E AT H. 
"Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched."-Mark ix. 44. 

H OW solemn are these words, thrice repeated by Him who cannot 
lie, nor exaggerate, who wept over man's sins, and bled for man's 

redemption ; here is reference to the twofold mode of disposing of 
bodies after death. In a dead corpse we see death in its reality and 
loathsomeness ; but even corruption and decay, loathsomr. as they are, 
fail to set forth the horrors of death eternal. 

Look into that coffin which was closed some weeks since, you say 
you dare not ; then imagine what is within, the worm is there, he 
pursues his work till the once fair body becomes a heap of dust, and 
then the worm dies, but " their worm dieth not." See that pile raised 
to consume a dead corpse, the work is soon done ; a few ashes only 
remain ; the fire itself is gone out, " But their fire is not quenched." 
These awful figures set forth the intensity and eternity of the sufferings 
of the lost, and are the most awful paraphrase of Paul's words, "Ever
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord." Divine wrath once 
found ai:wful satisfaction on Calvary. Thither let us all flee who desire 
to escape the wrath to come. 

Chelsea. J. KE.A.LY. 
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"HOW DO YOU GET ON IN THE :MASTER'S 
VINEYARD?" 

l\.f-Y dear friend and brot~ier in the L?rd Jesus Christ,-Your kind 
ll:1._ letter was duly received, for which I am much obliged. You 
must excuse my neglect, I can assure you it is quite an effort to write 
unless the dear Lord is pleased to give me matter to write. 

You inquire how I get on in the Master's vineyard. I trust I have 
great cause to bless. His dear name_ for help afforded to such a poor 
worm. I am sometimes sorely exercised as to whether I have been sent 
out into the viney_ard ; then again I reason, What power is it by which 
I have be~n sustamed to the pr~sent, if not by the power of the Lord? 
I am earned back to some special seasons of the Lord's deliverances 
when I have gone into_ the pulpit without a text, and my soul in that 
state of bondage and distress I cannot describe, and just at the last 
momen~ a text _has been given: our extr~mity is the Lord's opportunity 
to mamfest His grace, mercy, and lovmgkindness. 0 what a God is 
ours ! we may truly say, "But our God is in the heavens, and He hath 
done what He pleased; " we feel sometimes very rebellious against what 
He does, especially when our wills are crossed. 

"We 1.""1low what He appoints is best, 
Yet murmur at it still.'' 

Sometimes we murmur for water, sometimes because that water is 
bitter ; sometimes for meat; sometimes we say we shall one day perish 
by the hand of Saul; then again we say, "I will trust and not be afraid; 
or, whom shall I fear ! " 0 what changeable creatures we are ! but it 
is our mercy the Lord changes not, He is of one- mind, none can turn 
Him, Tl'hat His soul desireth, even that He doetb, He performeth the 
thing that is appointed for me: the gall as well as the honey; prosperity 
as well as adversity, our comforts as well as our sorrows-" all appointed 
were by Him." What a mercy to feel " our times are in His 
hands." 

I hope your curate is well, bodily and spiritually ; horses sometimes 
get lame because they are not worked enough, as well as when they are 
worked too much ; I hope he will not be lame from either of these 
causes; my love to him, and hope he may be supplied with water from 
that never-failing spring, and that his root may never become dry, nor 
his leaf wither, and if as a tree he should become dry, I hope the Lord 
may make him to flourish, and if be should become too green-lifted 
up in himself and proud of his gifts and abilities-I hope the Lord may 
dry up all those natural humours. 

I hope your flock are healthy, that they have neither the scab, rot, 
nor trot : I have heard that sheep are subject to these diseases ; it is a 
rare thing to find a Church in a real flourishing state. We cannot 
judge of the state ofa Church by its numbers, at least, that is no certain 
criterion to judge by. I hope none of your sheep have the scab of dis
content or of self-righteousness; or the rot of an unholy life-carnality 
or -worldly-mindedness, &c.; and to prevent them having the trot, 
you must attend to Paul's exhortation (1 Tim. 4-15 ), "Medit,ate on these 
things ; give thyself wholly to them ( for what reason?), that thy profiting 
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may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself and unto the doctrine." 
Endeavour to get your messages from God, so that you may go before 
the people with, "I have a message from God unto you." I have been 
told that the reason why sheep trot into another field is because they 
are short of pasture ; so I hope you will be able, by the help of the 
Lord and His blessing on the Word, to keep your sheep at home by 
leading them into green pastures. 

Our Christian love to your dear wife and all the friends at Love 
Lane; kind regards to your family, 

Believe me yours truly in the Lord, W. WrLso:::.. 
Billingborough, Folkingham, Nov. 21, 1873. 

To the Dean of Love Lane, Spalding, Brother John Vincent. 

ENGLAND !-THE CHOSEN BATTLE-FIELD FOR 
THE LAST DECISIVE STRUGGLE. ·wE rejoice in hope-we rejoice with trembling-to find noble spirits 

are rising up ·with trumpet-tongued alarms- endeavouring to 
.awaken England to a sense of her danger, and of her duty too. Every 
week The Rock is firing its cannons right into the midst of bishops, arch
-deacons, and the Ritualistic ranks of every size and shape. No bishop's 
head· can lay very easily on its pillow now ; no bishop's heart can be free 
from anxiety and pain. But T!te Rock stands for no consequences ; it 
tells us all plainly " that every soldier of Christ must offer himself, and 
volunteer his services at this solemn hour, when the great enemy of the 
·Gospel is mustering all his forces to conquer England, which has evi
dently been chosen as the battle-field for the last decisive struggle. 
With England under her foot, Rome, humanly speaking, would be 
.invincible. She has already stormed and taken one of England's strong
holds ; her spies arc scattered everywhere! Must we not all go forth 
to the battle, to fight and conquer under the banner of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, our Light, our Life, our Strength? 

" London Missions " is the title of an article, recently given in The 
Rock, showing the dark side of London's sources and scenes of iniquity, 
and the deceptive character of much of her so-called religious cere
monial. .Appalling is the fact, that London is fast reaching a popu
lation of nearly four millions of immortal souls ; while the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ is, with but few exceptions, not making any marked pro
gress. Should not our Baptist Ministers in London convene public 
meetings in all parts of the metropolis, and there unitedly protest against 
the invasion which Mesdames Rome and Ritual are now pushing into the 
very heart ofour nation? We believe, if public demonstrntion meetings 
were convened and conducted in a decided, intelligent, and Christ-like 
.spirit, they would, in the first place, prove our faithfulness to our Lord 
and Master; secondly, they would tend to make our principles better 
and more widely known ; thirdly, they would gather around us many 
earnest friends who now stand aloof from us, because they believe we 
are cold, stiff, selfish, hyper-critical, and careless of every one's interest, 
except our own immediate domain. We once made the effort to 
. awaken the slumbering spirits by which we were surrounded, and im
mediately a huge barbarian of a deacon fetched ns a blow, and nearly 
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knocked us out of all propriety. To such of our godly ministers who 
know, love, and can contend for truth, and are able to expose error
to such good brethren we venture to appeal : Shall we sleep on in our 
little nest until the storm breaks upon us? The Lord forbid. What
ever conceited contempt may be cast upon us, we cannot be quiet. 
Brethren, read Ezekiel xxxiii. 6, 7. 

DIVINE COMPARATIVES .A.ND SUPERLATIVES. 
"Choose rather the best g·ifts." 

How sweet it is to cast one's care 
On Him who can the burden bear! 
B,,t sweeter still to leave it tlie,·e. 
How hard it is to loathe and fly 
Those fleshly lusts which make us sigh! 
But harder t l1t1n to ci-iicify. 
How good, in eamest, to begin 
Daily to die to self and sin ! 
Better eternal life to win. 
How wise, in God's own book, to trace 
The promise of eternal grace! 
Wiser that promise to embrace. 
How kind, to make the wounded whole, 
And human· passions to control! 
Kinde,· to seek to save a soul. 
How bright the Christian's eye of faith 
Becomes, 'ere he resigns his hreath ! 
Yet, brightest in the hour of death. 
To think of heaven while on the road 
Brings earnests of that blest abode : 
But what the bliss to be witli God! 
Be calm, my soul, soon thou wilt see 
The fulness of that mystery : 
"I (am,) in them, and Thou in me." 

Totteridge, Herts, December 28, 1873. 

ACROSTIC. 

Jn i,tt:m.otiam. 

ROBERTUS. 

·w E gladly heard the Watchman on Zion's sacred walls, 
I n similes so pithy, set forth the Gospel calls; 
L ong have we listened to him, and heard the Master's voice, 
L ike dew in truth distilling, which made the heart rejoice, 
I n doctrine sound and unctuous, flesh cutting to the core ; 
A nd yet the Church is mourning, the stroke we all deJ?lore, 
M idst trials, griefs, and crosses, the Shepherd, Christ, 18 near ; 

G ood is His hallow'd title, " I AM" is ever dear, 
"A sk, and it shall be given," this promise we must plead, 

R esting alone in Jesus, He knows His people's need ; 
R ight to Him send petitions for labourers in faith, 
A nd then expect an ans,rer, for so the Scripture saith, 
R ebecca found her Isaac, and Ruth her Boaz too, 
D o Churches need a pastor? Ask God, He'll answer you. 

A ,v ATCIDIAN NEAR 'l'IIE BREACH. 

Nottingl1am, January 10, 1874. 
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CONSOLATION IN LIFE'S CHANGING SCENES. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-.Allow me to wish you a happy new 
year. It is now a full year since I wrote to you last, and, as 

yet, no answer has arrived. My glorious Elohim Emmanuel has 
brought me through another year; the trials, temptations, waters and 
fires, the sins and miseries of 1873 are passed, and gone never to 
return. Goodness and mercy bath followed my every step through the 
past year, and, while upon the threshold of the pregnant year of 187 4, 
I-desire to humbly, but fervently, thank my precious Lord for all His 
mercy and lovingkindncss to me during the year which has just 
closed. 

After writing to some of the senior and leading brethren in the 
churches, as well as to certain of the lay-brethren, concerning my 
willingness to serve the churches in London, (being desirous of con
tinuing in the great city and its suburbs,) and receivibg no encourage
ment, sympathy, or recognition, and in several instances no reply, I felt 
that it was not God's will I should stay in London ; and beginning to 
think my work of public preaching was done, and that the churches 
had rejected my humble, but well-meant services, I began to put 
about for a future maintenance. This the Lord settled for me in 
disposing my own family to make such arrangements that I shall, 
with my dear wife, never be in want of the bread that perisheth during 
the period of my natural life. Praise the Lord! I always felt a horror 
of being left to be looking into the mouths of the brethren for a piece 
of bread. I· never went into the ministry for a piece of bread, but 
made a sacrifice of a comfortable maintenance for the Gospel and the 
publication thereof, and now I feel grateful, I trust to the God of all 
my mercies. I have no cause to regret the sacrifice. I have laboured 
in my humble sphere· for the Lord and He has graciously and liberally 
supplied my necessities, and I do feel thankful I am not left of the 
Lord to send begging letters and appeals to the rich professors to pity 
me and relieve me from starvation. 

This, my dear brother, is, I am confident, the Lord's doing, and is 
truly marvellous in my eyes. While disappointed, nonplussed, and 
mortified in the fl.esh,-seeing none of the brethren in the bowels of the 
Gospel could or would sympathize, nor shew me friendship, for, 
said they, "The Lord bath forsaken him-let him alone,"-an invita
tion from a few of my old friends from Plymouth reached me to come 
and· spend a month in Plymouth, assuring me that a room was taken 
for one month, the rent was paid, and all my expenses for the month 
secured. In the midst of sorrow my heart rejoiced at this instance of 
the Lord's special goodness and mercy : " Put not your confidence in 
man ; " no, not even in the princes of the people. Blessed is the man 
whose confidence is in the Lord. Seeing and being quite assured it 
was of the Lord that I should return to Plymouth for a time, I com
plied with the invitation and came to Plymouth. My few friends 
received me with earnest affection, warm hearts, and willing hands 
gathered around me. The room was too small for the comfortable 
accommodation of the friends who came to hear the Word of the Lord. 
The Lord's blessing was enjoyed by both preacher and hearer, and at 
the end of the month a larger place was provided for our meeting. A 
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Hall was taken at £30 per year ; the money was subscribed and all 
appeared well. It was soon discovered that the Hall was not so com
fortable as it had been supposed for the friends who assembled, and 
while put about in our thoughts and feelings as to the result of being 
disappointed in the Hall (Buckland Hall) a message was sent me to 
offer me for preaching, Corpus Christi Chapel, Stonehouse, where Mr. 
Hemmington laboured during the time I was at Howe Street Plymouth, 
,i_z., thirtee:1 years. Having no doubt the matter was of the Lord, I, 
with my fnends, engaged to take the chapel from the same parties 
Mr. Hemmington and his friends rented it off; and now, after being 
91ree quarters of a year, and being in the fourth quarter, I have greatly 
mcreased my debt of obligation to the Lord for His manifold favours 
to me during the year 1873. The cloud of the Lord's presence has led 
me here ; the God of truth has been my shield and my salvation ; I 
have done nothing but receive mercy and lovingkindness from the 
Lord; I was low and He helped me ; I cried unto the Lord and He 
heard the voice of my supplication. 

I am not expecting to continue in this tabernacle many more years, 
only a short time longer to wander in the wilderness. The blessed 
Gospel, which was many years ago opened up to my soul with power 
and salvation in the Surrey Tabernacle, Borough Road, by one who 
has left the Church Militant for the Church Triumphant, bas lost none 
of its preciousness, its efficacy, nor its hold upon my affections and 
esteem. The same glorious truths of doctrine, of experience, of prac
tice, and of the house of God and its appurtenances that I held at the 
beginning, I still, by the grace of God, bold ; in my feeble hands they 
have become enlarged, and extended, and consequently have expanded 
my immortal powers of mind, until they are to me as an ocean without 
bottom or shore, a glorious river to swim in, and, 

" Here shall I bathe my weary soul 
In seas of heavenly bliss; 

While ne'er a wave of trouble rolls 
Across my peaceful breast." 

I do not seek, nor do I expect, to obtain sympathy, nor encourag~
ment from the generation of religious professors, old or young ; and if 
I do get a little true fellowship to cheer my spirit, it is among the poor 
of the flock, those who have received their religion from the Lord. 

From the days of my infancy even to grey hairs the Lord hath led 
me and fed me, He hath upheld me and protected me, He hat~ .made 
crooked things straight, and rough places plain ; the mountams He 
hath brought down, and the valleys He hath exalted, and my full pe!
suasion is that He will go on to fulfil His word, and, therefore,. He will 
never leave me nor forsake me. And now what have I to live for? 
To enjoy nearer, sweeter, and more constant fellowship with the 
Father and with His Son, .Jesus Christ ; to glorify God, as He shall 
enable me, in lifting up the precious (though despised) banner of the 
cross ; to unfold to the poor, the blind, the lame, ~he halt, and the 
guilty wretch, the riches of atoning blood, the ~ufficiency of coyenant 
grace, and the wonders of God's free and sovereign grace as mamfested 
to unworthy me. If so be that the Lord hath cho~en the poo_r, the 
weak, the foolish, and the despised to confound the rich, the mighty, 
the wise, and the great, then may I not hope J:Ie. hath chosen eve_n 
foolish and helpless me. Truly, my days are declmmg, my strength 1s 
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foiling, my friends are few and poor, my enemies are numerous and 
strong, but the Lord is on my side, therefore, what have I to fear? It 
is the lame that take the prey : " From the eater comes forth meat, and 
from the strong sweetness ; " "All things work together for good to 
them who love God, and who are the called according to His purpose." 

I pray God to bles:, you, my brother. I remember gratefully your 
former kindnesses; may the Lord God of Israel give you favour in the 
sight of your brethren in London, though I failed to obtain such 
favour ; and may He cause you to ride upon your high places and 
thrust out the enemy before you. From your unworthy, but well-
wishing friend and servant of Jesus Christ, F. CoLLrns. 

11, Clarendon Terrace, North Road, Plymouth. 
January 6th, 1874. 

P.S.-I am looking out for some severe battles upon the mountains 
of Israel, and at Armaggedon-not literally, but spiritually ; conflict 
to be encountered between the gathering hosts of error and sin, and of 
truth and holiness, without being dismayed at the sight. I have seen 
the future full of trouble and revolution. My friends have just had a 
social, quiet tea-meeting ; presented me with near £10 as the surplus. 
Taking all for all the finances have been better this year than either in 
London or at Howe Street. 

"AM NOT I A BRAND PLUCKED OUT OF THE FIRE?" 

THE following is the Experience of E. P. Doudney, who was one of 
the first Sunday School teachers in Lake Road Chapel Sunday School, 
Landport, Portsmouth. Before the old chapel was built, Mr. Clay 
preached in the School. E. P. D. was one of the early fruits of his 
preaching there, upwards of fifty years ago. To God be the praise. 

To the Editor of The Earthen Vessel. 
T. W. Medhurst, of Landport, Portsmouth, sends us this paper. 

It is written by the brother of the Editor of " The Gospel Magazine," 
Dr. D. A. Doudney, of Bristol. Mr. Medhurst says: " The writer 
is one of my congregation ; a dear old saint." 

SIXTY-NINE years this 1·ery mOl'll 
That I into this world was born, 
And nil my conduct from my youth, 
Proves what the Scriptures say is truth. 
My tender mother's loving care, 
Water'd my cradle with her prayer; 
But soon she found, Oh, sad to tell, 
By nature r was black as hell. 
She fed me from her bosom sweet 
With a full shai·e of nature's meat; 
And when she look'd into my face, 
She begged for me God's early grace. 
And wonderful it is to tell 
Her praying reach'd Emmanuel; 
In early life the answer came. 
All glory to the Saviour's name ! 

My loving· Father said ofme, 
"This is my rebel, friend~, you see; 

Away from home I shall him send, 
To school to some g·ood Christian Friend." 

With grief he said to uncle White, 
" This son of mine's a rebel quite ;'' 

Uncle with solemn awe replied, 
" He's one of those for whom Christ died. 

The time will come when you will see, 
His interest in 'Calvary; ' 
That in the covenant of love, 
His name's enrolled by God above." 

Off I was sent, the friend indeed, 
A iroclly man, his name was Read; 
His wife and daughter Christians, too, 
My soul's salvation had in view. 

A Baptist minister wns he, 
Who preached salvation lull and free; 
Electing· love he loved to tell, 
Is that alone which saves from hell. 

His wife was she who first began 
In the Isle of Wight the blessed plan 
Of Lord's day teaching on His day, 
Teaching young· souls to watch and p1·ay. 
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Her s~hool was blest to many souls, 
Their number now cannot be told; 
But all with her around the throne, 
Will sing· His love who did atone. 

Their child, Susanna was her name; 
She lov \I to tell of J esu 's fame ; 
She'd take us round her own bedside, 
Tell of His love and how He died. 

Aud oh ! bow sweetly sl1e would pray 
To Him who is the Truth, the Way, 
That we in early life may taste 
The preciousness of saving· grace. 

God heard her prayer for worthless me, 
Open'd my eyes and let me see 
That I by nature was deprav'd : 
I saw my need of being sav'd. 

(Unknown to me God's mighty love 
Was working in me from above; 
Implanted saving; life within, 
And led my soul to cry to Him.) 

Now eight years old, with all my might,. 
To work I went to do what's right; 
I tug'd and toil'd from day to day, 
To keep the law, repent, and pray, 

Not knowing then, as I soon found, 
No power had I on Moses' ground; 
My best ohedience only sin, 
Was black without and black within. 

And now I felt with awful power, 
Life was uncertain every hour ; 
If death should come I knew full well, 
There's no escape for me from hell. 

Under a sense of dreadful need, 
I saw that I wa< lost indeed; 
For when I looked within I felt 
Condemned by sin and awful guilt. 
'Twas my own strength I trusted in 
To gain forgiveness for my sin, 
And in the truth was deeper led, 
To see by nature I was dead. 

And had no powe1· to keep the law, 
That must be kept without one flaw; 
I knew not then all under curse, 
Their doing·s make things worse and worse. 

I long remained in this sad place. 
With agonising cries for grace ; 
A.11 hope in self swept quite away, 
My case more hopeless day by day. 

How anxious then was I to meet 
God's children at the mercy seat, 
And hear his faithful preachers tell 
Of sovereign grace which saves from hell. 
To Jesus Christ who died to. save 
His wandering children from the grave
'fhe grave of sin and unbelief; 
To Him was led to find relief. 

To Jesus Christ whose mighty love, 
Brought Him to earth from heaven above; 
He saw the ruin I was in, 
And gave me hope of life within. 

And by the Spirit's power divine, 
Into mv soul did sweetly shine; 

Make His abode within my brenst, 
And prove a never-failing guest. 
When listening ou a Sabbath dny 
To that g·ood parson, father Clay,
On J esu's suftering·s he would dwell, 
And of His love would sweetly tell. 
'Twas in that sermon that he said, 
You little faiths, be not afraid, 
You fear that you don't love Him too, 
Do you desire? My soul replied, I do. 
Where such desires are really felt, 
They make the heart and conscience melt, 
'Twas from that morning that I found, 
Goud hope I had on Scripture ground. 
Electing· love ere time began 
Was God the Father's mighty plan ; 
He chose the Church in Christ our Head, 
And for His Church the Saviour bled. 

I've been led on, I love to tell, 
By Him who doeth all things well ; 
Through all these many, many years, 
Prese1'Ved from harm and countless fears. 

Through countless troubless I've been 
brought, 

All for my good I've long been taught; 
And I shall ever, ever tell, . 
My Jesus bath done all things well. 

And if I should behold His face 
In heaven above, that happy place, 
Where joys unheard of here below, 
God's blood-bought children sweetly know; 

We'll sing for ever, sweetly sing, 
All glory to the heavenly King-
With power divine, 'in sweetest lays, 
The Father and the Spirit praise. 
When millions of years the song is sung, 
'Twill then be only just begun ; 
For ever does the joy unfold, 
Fresh eeauties all before untold. 

I'm struck with wonder: can it be 
For sinful worms like you and me? 
'Tis by a miracle oflove 
Such souls are brought to heaven above-

Oh ! may dear wife, children, friend, 
Meet together in the end, 
Around the throne of God above, 
For ever sing electing love. 

It wont be long, the encl is near, 
Then what have you or I to fear? 
Let all your false forebodings cease : 
Wait now, with patience, love, and peace. 

Amen. 

And now I feel I'm old and thin, 
The engine's giving out within; 
My taste for food is well nigh gone, 
And quite a task to get along. 
The timbers ofmy house give way, 
I feel it more from day to day ; 
Therefore1 my friends, it can't be long 
When "aust to dust" will be the song. 

Southsea. E. P. DOUDNEY. 
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PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS. 

Three Sermons by Mr. James Godsmark, 
p1·ec1cfied at Zion Chapel, BedJord. Lon
don: W. H. and L. Collingridge. Wo 
have carefully examined these three pieces 
of Biblical, experimental, and Provi
dential exposition, and can testify to their 
correctness in every branch. Scriptural 
confirmations and poetical illustrations 
abound. One quotation, to check over
anxicty, is very sweet. Mr. Godsmark 
says:-" How often are we caught in over
anxiety, so that our present mercies are 
all marred ; and frequently this over
anxiety arises about that which may, and 
in all probability will, never come to pass. 
I speak from experience. I have no stone 
to throw at anyone here, but I learn some
thing from this when God teaches me. 
As an old English poet has said,-

' De still, nor anxioua thoughts employ, 
Distrust embitters present joy; 
On God for all events depend, 
You cannot want if God's your friend. 
The hand that formed thee in the womb 
Guides from the cradle to the tomb.' 

It is impossible that we can really want 
any good thing if God is our Friend. And 
we depend on Him in reference to all fu
ture _events. T1:us, in the hymn com
mencmg ' Sovereign Ruler of the skies,' 
the verse occurs,-

"He that formed me in the womb 
He shall guide me to the tomb • ' 
All my times shall ever be ' 
Ordered by His wise decree.' 

It is often sung, but little thought of; 
though that does not alter its truthful
ness. ' He is in one mind and who 
can turn Him? ' We read that He is 
without 'the shadow of turning.' There
fore, 'what His soul desireth even that 
He doeth.' Now, what does God's soul 
desire? Nothing contrary to His will 
and, so far as His people are concerned' 
nothing contrary to their good. It i~ 
impossible. His love secures us that 
truth. He does all to' them in love and 
faithfulness; ancl we shall bless and 
praise His name for every sorrow, every 
trial, and every conflict that we meet with 
throughout the whole pathway of tribu
lation." 

Many years have rolled away since we 
first saw or heard Mr. Godsmark, but we 
see from these discourses he still abides 
by the plain and foi thful testimony of a 
three-fokl salvation : its origin being 
found in the ancient covenant entered 
into by the three Glorious Persona in the 
ono Eternal Jehovah ; its execution per
fectly carried out in the lifo, death, and 

resurrection of the Son of Goel; its reve
lation in the souls of the whole election 
of grace by the life and light-giving powc1· 
of the Holy Ghost, who, through the 
Gospel, chiefly calleth, sanctifieth, and 
juatifieth all who in the Book of Life are 
found. Such pure- grain preaching may 
not, will not attract the masses, nor will 
it convert the world, but discourses 
of this character will be read and 
received with serious consideration by all 
who have the mind and spirit of Christ. 
In these times, when adulteration is 
almost universal, we should gratefully 
welcome any brother who, by grace, is not 
only preserved in Christ Jesus, but who 
is also faithful to that which he knoweth 
to be right in the sight of God. 

'Ihe Stairs whereon Luther was Con
verted. " Scala Santa; " a view of the 
stairs on the north aide of tho Basilica of 
St. John Lateran at Rome; the super
stitious stairs, where deluded souls do 
penance, is represented by a picture and 
described by a paper in January number 
of Sword and Trowel, with Luther's ac
count of how the words rolled into his 
soul-" the just shall live by faith;" all 
leading us to pity the poor blind, and to 
praise Goel for the sovereign diaplays of 
His grace and mercy in plucking, here 
and there, a wretched sinner, as a brand 
from the burning, and turning that 
almost lost soul into a living witness for 
Christ, and for the truth of His Gospel. 
Like Saul of Tarsus, all genuine messen
gers and ministers of Christ are His own 
workmanship, and yet, in themselves, how 
much they vary, and how imperfect, in 
some things, the most promineQt and the 
moat useful are often found to be! Let 
us watch against a hitter, censorious, and 
self-righteous spirit, for God alone is the 
Judge. Touters-parsons who run 
to ladies' houses to get them to come to 
chapel-who draw a long face over the 
baptistery one night, and have French 
flirts and romps the · next night; poor, 
truckling things, whom nobody cares to 
hear, who know what they do hear; men 
who make their profess~ of religion a 
trade of deceit and moc!llry; all these 
should read "The Minister's O,·dinary 
Conversation;" but conceit rtncl pl'icle are 
the hardest things in the world to kill. 
They will never die until absolutely com
pelled. 

Not only against the Popish ancl Ritual
istic Jesuits, but against all base, black, 
hypocritico.l, ancl self-deceived pulpit-
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praters, with Benjamin Gough we would 
shout, 

Up! Britons, briwe and loyal! 
ThC' threnteniug peril grows • 

The Popish plot is ripening; ' 
The tide of t:renson flows. 

VlnYe the old :flR,g of freedon1; 
Mainh\.in your past reno~rn; 

Stand, n.s your fathers sto?d, 
Guard the Bible and the Crown. 

Up, Britons up, and ra.ise the cry 
In eYery English home; 

The watchwor~ •1 NO SLRRENDER!" 
Nor Rny peace with Home. 

Mr. Spurgeon's account of his Orphanage 
and other enterprizes is something start
ling. 

Baptismal Regene,·atwn; Pastor Daniel 
Allen, C. H. Spurgeon, Canon Ryle, and 
others. A lecture delivered in Sydney, 
l'iew South Vi-ales, by Daniel Allen, and 
published by Lee and Ross, is a literary 
mirror of unusual brightness and beauty. 
We have just received a rough copy, and 
if such gocUy ministers as are the brethren 
Rolleston, Straton, Bradbury, and others, 
could thoronghly digest this voluminous 
review of the whole Prayer-Book and 
Baptismal Regeneration controversy, we 
believe they would unite together to give 
the English people an immense edition of 
it. The quotations, the arguments, the 
excellent Catholic spirit, the evidences, 
proofs, and conclusive facts, presented by 
Mr. Allen in this lecture, are sufficiently 
harmonized and powerful to convince any 
enlightened Christian mind that Daniel 
Allen, the successor of John Bm1yan 
McCure, the devoted pastor of Castle
reagh Street Baptist Church in Sydney, is 
just the kind of man wanted at this 
awfully critical period to set things before 
the people in their true colours. We 
hesitate not for one moment iilexpreesing 
our convictions that the circulation of 
this lecture would be of ten thousand 
times more, use to the Protestant interests 
of this nation, and in the cause of true 
religion at large, than all the fiery ora
tions with which our country has been 
surfeited during the last thirty or forty 
years. We certainly might more fully 
notice the lecture next month. 

Catholic Sermons. January number 
gives, for one penny, a picture and a ser
lllOn of Thomas De Witt Talmage, a man 
whose mind is full of springs; his soul 
full of sympatJ:wlt his heart burning with 
intense desires to be useful to his feJlow
lll~ll. vVe dare not say some things he 
says, but Lis flashes of love and of light
ning are often brilliant and touching. F. 
E. Longley, 29, Farringdon Street, pub
lishes Cat!tolic Sermons. 

The Living Clwi,t ,· or, Christ's Present 
Work, An answer to Modern Doubt. By 

John Clifford, M.A., &c. London: Yates 
and Alexander. We are highly delighted 
with any man who labours to exalt THiil 
CHRIST OF GOD, and, in a masterly 
manner, Mr. Clifford has hero furnished 
proof, argument, and illustration to show 
that our Lord Jesus Christ is still alive 
and His work still going on. 

"Satan's Lie and not Christ's Truth." 
From the pen of John Lindsey, Gilead, 
for January, furnisheth a faithful expo
sure of the shallow, the fraudulent the 
sinful state of multitudes of Engl~nd's 
churches and ministers at the present 
time. John Lindsey is a golden pipe 
seven times purified,; he discerns the 
state of things cleal'ly, and cries out, "O 
Englishmen ! believe us, there is, we feel 
persuaded, a great trial at hand; a great 
case to be decided ; a great would-be 
claimant to be dethroned; or else the 
galling yoke of the Papacy will be put 
upon us. . 

"Protestants! let your voice be heard! 
Raise the cry-bring all your influence 
to bear against Ritualism, Popery, and 
Rationalism. 

" Christians ! ve who are Christians 
indeed, let our God be sought unto. by 
you ; wrestle with Him that He will 
appear for us and help us, as Protestants, 
to claim and hold. the privileges of the 
blessed Reformation, and an open Bible, 
the Englishman's great right and greatest 
blessing against all the base claims mid 
allurements of the Papacy.'' 

Goel Almighty grant that John Lind
sey's appeal may reach the hearts of the 
millions who are now asleep. 

"A Blow for the Baptists." The Editor 
of the Shield, in a note on the American 
Revivals, says: "The Baptists of America 
are so far animated by the spirit of Chris
tian love for other denominations that they 
will not sit at the Lord's table with any of 
them ! To this noble catholicity there is 
one exception, in the person of George 
Pentecost, who is so far disloyal to the 
spirit of his sect as to believe that there 
may be good people beyond its sacred 
boundaries.· May Mr. Pentecost'sinfluence 
become deeper and wider every clay, that 
he may have power to overthrow the nar
rowest and meanest of all modern bigot
ries." [All.egiance to Christ's commands 
is here termed, " the meanest of all modern 
bigotries.'' By no means can a New Testa
ment oriier of communion be correctly 
termed a "MODERN bigotry," for Jesus was 
first baptized in Jordan; after that to His 
baptizecl disciples did He break the bread 
and give the wine. Certainly, no section 
of the Church is more contemned by pro
fessors in these days than are the '!.'rue 
Baptists.] 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

SETTLEMENT OF MR. JAMES HAND, 
Late of Charlesic<>rtll, 

As PASTOR OF BAPTIST Cuuacu, PUBLIC HALL, RocnDALE. 

WE briefly referred to the settlement of will be a favour, and I hope not in vain. 
Mr. James Hand, at Rochdale, in our last Before I left my bed this morning, my soul 
issue. This month we commence a brief said, four things are needed to make this 
review of that sacred season, Mr. Hand's heavy journey at all easy. Besides the 
sermon was taken down at the time, which tender care of a watchful providence, I felt I 
we shall give at the earliest opportunity. As did desire to have (I) constant Co,r
this settlement is the first of a series of ser- MUNION with the Lord; ever looking to, 
vices in which we are engaged, and where- hearing and thinking upon Him, who alone 
from we hope to gather up some useful can hold our souls in life; but to be held in 
information, and some faith-confirming views I communion with the Lord is more than 
of the Gospel of JEsus CHRIST, we shall nature can reach, and a thousand thing·s 
give our readers some of our own private hold us down. Alas, they do, and well I 
notes, and some correspondence from others: know it: but, for fellowship I pray; and 
not with any desire to wound and weary thereby to be made fresh and truitful in the 
thosewhoarenotwith us in our section of the work of the Lord. (2) Clear s-ight into the 
visible Church; but, rather, with the desire mystery of Godliness: sweetly beholding the 
to lay all open before the true living family: variety and harmony of the whole of the 
that they may judge, from the honest Gospel scheme. (3) A due command over 
evidence adduced, bow far the Lord is on our myself in speaking, lest, in the impulsivenes, 
side; and how far it can be seen that we are I of my spirit, the people should lose me, and I 
doing the Lord's work, and not the works of in measure, lose myself. ( 4) I do pray for 
the flesh. , a comfortable acceptance by the people. 

We labour, and we long for, the healing 'fo go amongst strangers who look cool and 
up of all breaches which mistake men, and envious, sometimes cross and contemptuous, 
which unhappy spirits have made in our is not pleasant. Oh, may the Lord make me 
Churches. We can trace them up to their a golden pipe! may the golden oil run from 
origin. We know well the progress the the anointings of the Spirit through my soul, 
spirit of division did make. We may all have I deep into the souls of the people, then they 
been guilty accessories. Ifwe feel as Daniel I shall know the Lord hath sent me. Amen. If 
did, we shall confess and forsake our sins: I might add one more request, it is, that the 
and in faith and prayer, plead for repentance,; people would gTant me a charitable com
forgiveness, restoration, union, communion, , pensation for the work. Rail way tickets, 
devotion only to the service of Jesus, and a clothing, and all demauds, comprise a heavy 
meemess for eternal glory. I sum: all that I leave; but you shall hear, if 

From the time that the late William: all goes well. This is a gloomy morn. 
Gadsby, of Manchester; and the late James Sunday Morning, January 4, 1874. The 
Wells, of the Surrey Tabernacle, exchanged country all white with snow. In Public, 
pulpits for one month-from that period, Hall, Rochdale, a good company assemhled. 
unhappy differences arose, which ultimately !\fr. James Haad read hymns. The Choir 
made a three-fold division in the Trinitarian sung very delig-htfully. C. W. Banks 
and Particular Baptist Churches of this preached from Paul's words, "Unto me, who 
nation. As nearly all the leaders to this am less than the least of all saints, is this 
painful 'Stmdering of brethren are dead, grace given, that I should preach amon~; the 
Why slwuld 'it continue? Ah! why? Gentiles, the unsearchable riches of Christ," 

This one question we leave for the present, etc. In afternoon, large Hall nearly filled, 
and proceed with our notes; the following is Mr. Hand preached a very pure and well
a fragment or two: digested discourse from" Come unto me, all 

NOTE TO MR. S. FOSTER STURRY ye that fear God, and I will declare what 
CANTERBURY.-Your New-Year's note' He bas done for my soul." 
dear afflicted brother I have read this morn~ The Lord's supper was then administered. 
ing, Saturday, Janu~ry 3, 1874, as I sit here The fol~owing· is _a roug·h note of the Sun-
in a Nor-Wester, which is shaking·, rocking·, day Evenmg Sernce :-
and steaming· me to Manchester, and from RocuDALE.-Suudny ,,ening, January 
thence to Rochdale, where, if our Lord per- 4, 1874. After devotional services, C. W. 
mit, we expect to hold solemn services to- Banks said, this day bas been appointeu fol' 
morrow. Oh, how thankful I shoulcl be if the public settlement of l\Ir. James Hand, as 
you could be in the assembly with us; your pastor over this Church; and although you 
long, deer, heavy, affliction, is a mystery to have not observed the usual order, still in 
us all. will try nud pray for you every substance it has been the same; aud I may 
time I cnn approach the Lord; for, before I say to you most solemnly, 
see my home ag-nin, I have fourteen public I. I feel thankful that I have been per
services; to be permitted to spenk for you mittetl to bolt! some little fellowship with our 
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brother James Hand; I have felt satisfied, in 
my conscience, he has the spirit of Christ in 
him. My partner in life felt a g·rcat respect 
for our brother during his slay at my house; 
and in London, in Rending, and in Pimlico, 
his midstry was well received. I may say, 

2. I desire for you n long·, a useful, a 
blessed union as pastor, church, and cong-re-
1rntiou. The mercy of God attend you in 
all your Church-mectin~-s, in all your· public 
sen·ices, in your school, m your meeting-s for 
prayer, in your families! in your souls: yea, 
I must believe God wi I bless yon in His 
Church on earth, and in His glory for ever. 

-The !xiii. of Isaiah gives us a grand \'iew of 
the zeal of Christ on behalf of His people. 
He speaks of His continued intercession, and 
of 1he happy increase of the Church; and, 
then, as tboug·h He set Himself in the midst 
ot His Gospel kingdom on the earth, He 
speaks to assure her of His care over her, by 
saying, "I have set watchmen on thy walls, 
0 Jerusalem, who shall never hold their 
peace day nor night;" and then turns to the 
saints themselves, to stir them up to a diligent 
.and persevering spirit of prayer, "Ye that 
make mention of His name keep not silence, 
and gil·e Him no rest, till He establish, 
and till He make Jerusalem a praise in the 
-earth." 

Here you have the character and the work 
of the minister; he is a watchman, he is 
never to be quiet. 

Here, also, is the character of the Church, 
and her earnest pleadings for her establish
ment and praise. 

Let us a little consider the minister's 
character and work. 

A Watchman on the walls, incessantly 
sounding out words of warning, or of holy 
peace and ('omfort. See you, 

First,-This man is called the"Watchman 
of Eµhraim." Hosea says, "the Watchman 
of Ephraim was with my God." Ephraim 
represents a lost tribe; a backsliding family; 
a repenting people; and a people over whom 
the Lord watches with intense sympathy and 
compassion. How wonderful is that divine 
. exclamation in Jeremiah xxxi. 

Rochdale, January 14, 1874. The Annual 
·Tea Meeting, and New Year's Services, in 
~onnection with the Baptist Church and 
Schools, lately under the pastoral ('are of the 
beloved John Kershaw, of Hope Chapel, but 
now enjoying the stated ministry an~ over
sight of brother James Hand, meeting in 
the Public Hall, were holden on Tuesday, 
Jauuarv 13. In the morning, at 10.30, Mr. 
Crowther, of Gomersal, Leeds, delivered a 
most intelligent, scriptural, and useful dis
course. In the afternoon, Mr. James Hand 
presided over •vublic meeting, when 
aadresses were given by brethren H. Crow
ther, of Halifax; W. Crowther, ofGomersal; 
C. W. Banks, of London; and another 
friend. At the tea, over six hundred sat 
down. About eight hundred filled the hall 
in evening besides a full choir on the plat
form. Ald~rman John Tatham presided, and 
gave two friendly and kind addresses to the 
people, by whom the Alderman is esteemed 
and beloved most deservedly. He gave us 

reason to hope, before very long, they should 
have a commodious new chapel of their own. 
The elder schola1-s g·ave recitati011s, and with 
1mch a perfect correctness, as proved them to 
be zealously trained, and admirably prepared 
for their exercise. Of the pieces rendered hy 
choir, we cannot trust ourselves to write; 
they were superior to anything we have 
heard for yea1-s. The chairman was supported 
by John Ashworth, Esq.; Messrs. W.and H. 
Crowther, C. W. Banks, and others. Itwns 
a happy g·athering·. 

THE WORD "STRICT." 
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-! was extremely 

surprised to find 011 cover of VESSEL (page 
10) this month an assertion from Mr. Fir
minger uoon the word " Strict." Had he 
stopped there he would have been wise; but 
~e goes o~ to say, " I cannot find anything 
m my Bible of that nature." Really, sir, 
there is so much absurdity in the assertion 
that it is hardly worth answering. Never
theless, I think Mr. F. should be told a little 
about it . 

I. Strict is an adjective; that is, a word 
added to a substantive to express its 
quality. 

2. Strict, according to all my diction
aries, means, "exact., accurate, nice, rigour, 
not extensive, close,' &c., but these named 
are sufficient for my purpose. " Exact" 
means methodical, punctual. Is there 
nothing of this "nature" in Scripture? 
"Accurate " I will pass this, by asking a 
question, is there anything in Scripture 
that is not of this nature? It means, 
" nice; " is there nothing of the " nature " 
of " nicety " in the Bible - acc_uracy in 
judgment, cautious, particular; our Saviour 
was rather nice when He said " ye must 
be born again ; " the beloved John was. 
very "strict," when he said, " If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed,'' &c.-Is there 
nothing of the "nature " of strictness 
here? "Rigour: " it is true the Church 
of God should not be ruled with rigour (Ex . 
i. 14; Lev. xxv. 43); but whether Mr. F. 
finds anything of thia nature in hJs Bible 
or not, I think every reader of the v ESSEL 
will find it in his letter; or w!Jy has he 
come to the solemn conclusion, "that 
.Margate; and all seaport towns known to 
him, lack the true Gospel." What will all 
our brethren who are engag~ in preaching 
Christ all round England thmk of Mr. F. 
when they read his accusation? 

But another word, or rather a compound 
word, is given to help us :to understand the 
" nature" of the word " Strict; "..that is, 
"not extensive." See Dent .. vii .. 7; Ex. 
ix. 4; Isa. xxiv. 6; Matt. vii. 14; and 1 
Peter iii. 20. According to these Seriptures, 
the Church of God was not very extensive. 
Whatever may be the length or breadth of 
Mr. F.'s love, the love of God wns never 
Iar7er than His covenant. · 

' Close" a!Eo expresses the " nature " of 
sbictness; and I rather think the Peckham 
gentleman has a little of this about him; 
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for he says " if Mr. Jones will show me 
from the Word of God where I may find it, 
I will go on;" so that Mr. J .1 whatever 
his nbilfty, eloquence, or power of utterance, 
he shall receive no encouragement from Mr. 
F., ii he cannot find the "nature" of one 
word. But the writer goes on, and feelingly 
adds, "May your covenant God bless you." 
So you see he will not acknowledge the same 
-God, Then he says, "in your work;" so 
he will not be engaged in the same work, 
became he cannot find the "nature" of 
strictness in the Bible, 

Now, sir, does he believe in the Trinity 
that is not in the Bible? " Final Persever
ance " I do not find, but the " nature " of 
it I do. He might as well say, Jesus Christ 
was not in the Old Testament, as to say 
"Strict" is not in the New. Noah was 
"strict;" Who and what went into the 
. ark ? Joseph was "strict" never to eat 
with an Egyptian. The Apostles were 
·"strict" to obey their Lord's commands. 
But Mr. F. preaches that transgression is 
finished, sin ended, t·econciliation made for 
iniquity, everlasting righteousness brought 
in. But he is not particular as to whether 
sin is ended, &c., he stands as a steward of 
his Master's household, and yet is not par
ticular whether a man go in by the door, or 
climbeth up some other way, and goats as 
well as sheep may enter into the luld, either 
in their own or the Lord's way ; he is not 
particular, they may wear short clothes (2 
Sam. x. 4), or long clothes (Luke xx. 46); 
just which they please, he is not particular; 
they may wear their own coat, like" Wesley," 
or their master's, like " Hervey ; " he is not 
particular. I beg· to subscribe myselfa Strict 
.Baptist, C. CORNWELL, 

::11ARGATE-MR. EDITOR,-! trust to 
:meet with that support and assistance at 
Margate that is really necessary to justify 
building. Brother Firminger asks on what 
foundation? I hope to build first, literally 
on chalk. Secondly, spiritually on the foun
·dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
·Christ himself being the chief corner stone. I 
believe there is a necessity for another cause; 
many baptized believers in Margate desire a 
better state of things, in doctrine, in experi
ence, and in practice. At present, the only 
·place of truth, according to the Word ofGod, 
is Love Lane, :md that is not an organized 
church; nor are there any ordinances ad
ministered. Many of the 1·egular hearers are 
Baptists, and most of the visitors at Love 
Lane are Strict Baptist;, Brother Cowell, 
ol Chelmsford, kindly advises me. Mr. F. 
asks, what I mean by Strict? I mean, 
steadfast, rig-orously nice, firm, faithful, 
tight, not loose, not wavering or doubtful ; 
exactly the reverse to the half-and-half 
sort of duty faith Baptists of the present day. 
I menn strict in doctrme, experience, practice, 
and in church order. Why there should be 
such n diversity in · Church government I 
must leave; I cannot square many things 
in the Church Militant with human reason; 
for the Lord permits many things that He 
-condemns. I believe I nm correct, from Acts 

ii., and many other portions oi Scripture: 
first, believers; second, haptized; third, 
added to the Church ; fourth, broke bread. 
Great-minded men, whose shoe-latchcts I am 
not worth'{ to unloose, have fought this battle 
before. do not wonder at my brother not 
seeing, he lives too near the Grove to see 
Believer's Baptism and its proper conse
quences; but I think he finds there is more 
sound Gospel Truth among the real Strict 
Baptist~ than anywhere else, and he gets such 
for Peckham Rye. I thank him for his good 
wishes. He tells mP- to go on before he gets 
my answer whether I am right or wrong. 
I hope I shall find the Gospel supported in 
Margate. While I desire my line of things 
for Church order, I do not desire to make any 
unpleasantness with those that differ. If the 
chapel is ever built, it shall be open to all 
preachers of sound Gospel truth and character . 
I think my brother is Strict enough not to 
allow an Arminian or any of the Duty-faith 
parsons into Huntington's pulpit at Peckham 
Rye.-Yours in truth, 

SA){UEL JONES. 

UXBRIDGE and HA YES-The year 
1873 closed up in these part~ with sacred 
services. Our minister, R. C. Bardens, 
preached as usual his Wednesday evening· 
sermon in the large room ; then he hastened 
home to Hayes Tabernacle to give us his last 
discourse for the year, in both of which He 
was helped and useful. After the first ser
vice in the Tabernacle, friends partook of re
freshments; and a meeting ior prayer and 
thanksgiving finished the old, and ushered us 
into the new, the untrodden, the unknown 
"seventy-four." Thus far our God has helped 
us on. On New-Year's day, a tea was given 
in the Tabernacle Schoolroom ; a short dis
course by C. W. Banks on" Behold, I make 
nil things new." And in the next week the 
Sunday School children had their New Year's 
tea, with gilts of various kinds. Our minister 
and our people are scattering seed, in after 
years, the fruit must be seen. 

LEICESTER.-" An Elder" believes Mr. 
Hazelrig·g has, since his union, been happier 
in his ministry ; whether he will be able to 
keep together a large company is a question: 
Alfred street chapel is well supplied, and 
many meet in the fear of the Lord to seek 
His face and hear His Word. But since the 
days of Chamberlain ar.d Harrison what 
chang·es we have seen ! l\Ir. Garrard has 
passed home, but his ministry bas been long 
sustained. This Leicester is a splenuid centre 
for commerce, and an extraordinary town 
for Gospel tru tit and for Baptist churches. 
11'.laster Hedges, in Peter's lane, is a prime 
witness for the ancient faith. He is not an 
extreme man in any sense,- but clear, com
forting, and safe. 

SANDH URST.-This ancient Kentish 
Baptist Church, like many more, is on the 
incline plane. So much Gospel seed has 
been sown here that we hope the h·uth in 
measure will be presen·ed. 
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YORKSHIRE.- The Masborough New 
Chapel, Wortley road, was opened Dec. 28th, 
1873. Mr. Orsman, of Halifax, preached the 
sermons. We commenced with a prayer 
meeting early in the morning ; tokens of the 
Divine blessing were enjoyed; excellent songs 
of praise were rendered by the choir, fitting· 
for the occasion, conducted by our hearty ana 
earnest brother M alony ; one song especially 
rang out the wish of all our hearts, that the 
Lord would descend and fill the place, that 
souls might be born for glory. Excelle'?t 
feelings pervaded all our hearts. In gTah
tude we set up our testimony, "Hitherto 
the Lord hath helped us." On Monday, we 
bad a good tea. A meeting followed ; addresses 
were delivered by Messrs. Elam, Taylor, 
Greenway, Chislett (of London), Maloney, 
Roper, and others, in which the free grace 
of our God and His great goodness and love to 
us in our glorious Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ were extolled ; and not the worst feature 
in our meeting was our reluctance to separate 
on so joyful an occasion. Thank God, one 
place of worship is now open for the preach
ing of the whole truth and order of New Tes
tament Strict Baptist Churches. We hope 
our kind friend; will not forget us in our 
struggles, but bear us up in faith and prarer 
before the mercy-seat of a covenant-keepmg 
God and that those who are blessed with the 
rich~s of this world will sympathise with us 
and help us to discharge ourselves honourably 
from the burdens we have undertaken. The 
cost of our chapel will reach about £330. yr e 
have already raised £120, and some promises 
of more. When I remind our friends that 
thL• chapel is the only place in Masborough, 
Rotherham Sheffield ( with exception of 
Doncaster ;treet), or within twentr or thirty 
•miles round where the whole truth IS preached 
and the ap:istolic order maintained, and that 
we are not a strong but a very feeble people, 
they will see the need there is that this spark 
of fire should be kept alive by their fuel. 
I remain, yours truly, JOSEPH TAYLOR. 

A SCENE IN RISELEY CHAPEL. 
TUBBS and BRoox,of Manchester, publish 
a series of "Remarkable Sto1ies," and in No. 
5 a minister gives us his first attempt to 
p~each the Gospel. We may give a few pieces 
out of it as it will be a help to some of the 
young U:en now coming on. Only the in
troductory note this month. He says-

"It would be a good thiug for the Church 
if the first attempts made by some men to 
preach the Gospel were the last. God doubt
less fits and prepares men to be His ministers, 
and those who make themselves preachers 
and teachers make but a sorry mess of it. A 
good old Christian used to say, ' If ever you 
see a young man pushing himself in the pul
pit take hold of his coat laps and pull him 
b~k · but if you see a pious God-fearing 
young man who is timid, and who trembles 
with fear at the responsibility of standing 
between God and the people, give him a lift 
up.• There is a irood deal of wisdom in this. 
To preach for self-glory is the way to,destr_oy 
glory al together ; but to hear God s voice 

within telling us t9 proclaim Him before 
men, and at tf1e same time shrinking from the 
work because of our unfitness to tnke His 
word on our lips, is generaly n cnll to the 
work, I hnve known many in~tances of both 
kinds of men." 

SOUTHWARK. -TRINITY CHAPEL. 
The ordinance of baptism was administered 
to two believers in the evening of the last 
Lord's-day in the old year, by W. K. 
Squirrell the minister; one being his be
loved wile, and the other a teacher in the 
Sunday School, to whom the Word had 
recently beeu made II blessing; both were 
received into the Church on the first 
Lord's-day in the present year. 

TADWORTH, SURREY.-Our brother 
Ryder having served the Baptist Church at 
Bethel for the last three months, they have· 
further engaged him for six months, com
mencing on the first Sabbath in February. 
This is an old cause, having weathered the 
storm for more than half-a-century, ad
hering faithfully to New Testament order, 
and loving the precious doctrines of d~
tinguishing grace: they value the certam 
suund of the Gospel trumpet, and unitedly 
contend for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. The Lord grant our brother Ryder's 
labours may be crowned with success. 

SHEFFIELD-First children's tea meet
ing· was held in Doncaster street room, Mon
day, December 29, 1873; the mother's tea on 
Tuesday, December 30; two pleas:int even-• 
ings were spent; all had happy tunes; the· 
Lord has done great things for us ; we bless 
His name, and take courage. At the last 
meeting addresses were ~elive~ed by brethren. 
Winfield Johnson, Wild, F1tzgeorge, and. 
Gillot; Mr. Winfield in the chair. 

R. W. PAYNE •. 

SUDBURY SUFFOLK-MR.EDITOR: 
-I am abouttb leave Sudbury. I have been. 
supplying at Strict Baptist Chapel_ for nearly 
one year• the people are a truth-lovmg people •. 
I never had greater ki~dness shown me from 
any people ; I am desirous the cause should, 
be continued it being the only cause of truth 
in the town.' I thought by giving publicity 
to it it might meet the eye of some one of 
the Lord's ministers who love to preach the 
truth and meet with a truth-loving people: 
it might induce them. to come_. It would 
want one with somethmg at hlS command, 
as there is a debt on the chapel, and the people 
are poor and not able to do much. A man 
with fai; abilities and zeal for the glory of 
God there is a good opening for a good cause. 
I c~n highly recommend the people; and 
would add may God bless them, and send a 
man that shall feed their souls. 

J. WHEELER. 

BRISTOL-There are signs of life at 
Providence chapel, 76, Old Market street. 
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Wo hope the people will be able to build n I doctrine and discipline-a decay of the spirit 
house for the true worship of God, and for and power of vital godliness, the existence 
the publication of Gospel truth. Long have and influence of n worldly spirit, a neglect of 
the people wrestled and prayed. The Lord prayer, private and public, an iirzioring of 
will hasten it in His time. personal responsibility in relation to the 

TH E AGE D P I LG R I M S' TE A 
PARTY.-On Tuesdny evening, Jan. 13 
according to the usual custom, the annual 
social tea-meeting of the inmates of the Aged 
Pilgrims' Asylum, Camberwell, was held in 
the chapel. Out of the number of forty-one 
residents; not more than half were able to 
join the party in consequence ot affliction 
and varied infirmities. On these occasions, 
both the ladies and gentlemen's committee 
join our aged friends at the social meal 
which was excellently carried out by Mr. and 
Mrs. Harnden, the ladies presiding at the 
tables. After tea the evening was spent in 
praise and prayer, in reviewing the way 
already trod, and in looking forward to the 
happy entrance, shortly to be given to the 
Aged Pilgrims, into the Celestial City. Mr. 
Pillow, the esteemed Treasurer, presided and 
gave a cordial welcome to the friends. The 
Secretary briefly reviewed the events of the 
past year in which sadness and joy were 
mingled-sad by reason of death, for the 
Committee had lost a valued coadjutor, and 
kind friend to the Asylum, by the decease of 
Mr. E. Butt: joyful, because of the many 
tokens of a practical kind received from 
several loving hearts, for the comfort and 
adnntage of the inmates. The Asylum is 
now full, and severnl on the last-elected list 
are waiting admission. Short addresses were 
given by brethren Morris, Nunn, Sharp, 
Rogers, Murphr,. The closing hymn, 
"Abide with me, ' was sung. The chairman 
closed this very happy and profitable evening 
with prayer. WM. JACKSON, 29, Marl
borough Road, Upper Holloway, N. In 
consequence of the many sick cases in the 
Asylum for the last few months, the Bene
volent Sick Fund is now much in need of 
help: the balance in hand will not meet the 
coming demands, especially at this season of 
the year. 

LITTLE ALIE STREET CHAPEL. 
The week of special services were seasons 

of spiritual profit and poweriiin pleading with 
the Lord for the revival of is work in, and 
among all the Churches of Christ. 

Monday, 5.-Meeting for special prayer, 
when eight brethren earnestly besought the 
Lord, ardently entering into the spirit of 
wrestling J acoh. 

Tuesday, 6.-The pastor, C. Masterson, 
gave an address " On the Causes of Declen
sion." To every reflective mind it must be 
painfully evident that, at the present time, 
there exists a sad state of declension, an 
enfeebled condition of spiritual life, an 
apparent suspension of divine power and as 
the sequence of it all a prevailing unfi·uitful
ness, which every true Christian must de
plore and should seek to remedy. We are 
not straig·htened in God but in ourselves. 
Doubtless some of the causes of the state we 
now lament are, "The Church's laxity in 

cause of Christ. These were some of the 
causes mentioned. Several brethren of the 
London Itinerant Baptist Ministers' Associa
tion engaged in prayer. 

Wednesday, 7.-Mr. Anderson delivored· 
an impressive and lucid address. The subject 
being "On Grieving of the Holy Spirit." 
He remarked that each person in the Trinity 
took a part in the great work of salvation : 
the Father planned, the Son accomplished 
that plan, and the Holy Spirit applied and 
made it known. It was the third person he 
had to speak of, and what we are to under
stand by Grieving of the Holy Spirit. To 
grieve was to wound, to make sad; properly 
speaking, the Spirit cannot be grieved, can-· 
not be resisted, simply because he is not a 
creature, though a person. Grief is not a 
passion in Him as it is in us, any more than 
anger, wrath, revenge, are unholy emotions 
in God, though ascribed to Him. The· 
exhortation (Grieve not the Holy Spirit) was 
addressed to saints, who acted towards them 
as one grieved, when His word was disregarded 
and neglected. We could not grieve a friend 
more than by calling in question His word, 
and a greater offence we could not offer to 
the Spirit than by calling in question the 
inspiration, doctrines, promises, precepts, 
and commandments of God's Word. We 
grieve the Spirit when we neglect His work,. 
in regeneration, in.struction, consolation; 
when we depend on any human resource, 
instead of entirely depending on His divine 
power and influence. Sin in the Saint 
grieves Him; this He hates, loathes; sins of 
omission, neglect of the means of grace, 
fostering any known sin, sins of commii.sion. 
Paul gives a list of these," Let all bitterne~r
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from yol! with all 
malice." These were some of the ways by 
which the Spirit was grieved, and the results 
would he a withdrawal of His divine influence, 
an interuption of the soul's intercourse and 
fellowship with God, and a state of general 
unfruitfulness deplored. Five brethren 
prayed. 

Thursday, 8.-Mr. P. Dickerson (late 
pastor), in a truly fatherly and m8llterly 
manner, elucidated his subject, "The Fruit
less and Fruitful Professor." Basing his 
remarks on the barren fig-tree. The vine
yard represented the Church of Christ. A 
fig-tree planted: Who planted it? It is not 
said God did it. It stood in the vineyard; it 
was fruitless, representing some professors. 
who are carnal though moral, others hypo
critical, and others wantonly wicked. But, 
said the venerable speaker, our neglect justly 
sets forth some whose piety we do not doubt, 
yet, alas, are comparatively unfruitjitl. No· 
helps in prayer meetings, seldom or ever seen 
there ; no helps in sick visitation or tract 
distribution; to comfort the mourner, awaken 
the thoughtless, or support the cause of God. 
If in such there is life, where is the fruit? 
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Secondly.-The fruitful professor. He is 
a tree planted in the Church by God's rig·ht 
hand. He gTOws in the valley of humiliation; 
is refreshed by the river of God ; is fruitful ; 
there gTow the.f,·11it of faith in Christ, His 
atonement, His rig·hteousness;fi·uit of hope 
in the promises of God, in everlasting life; 
fruit of love to God, g·odliness, and His 
people, manifesth'ely seen in his seeking their 
society, their welfare, telling· of the blessed
ness of Him wt.cm he loves. True love will 
·covet that which is lovely, cover the faults of 
those we love, yet mourn over them and seek 
to restore the fallen. The .fruit of Zeal, to 
make kno'll"n the Saviour, to help others in 
doing so, by secret prayer, social worship, 
attending the means of g-race, and doing 
what we <'an to forward the cause of God. 
The fruitful professor is the most busy, the 
most humble, and the most happy, yet the 
wost dependent upon God. His language is 

"Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling," etc. 

Four brethren prayed. 
Friday, 9.-Mr. Willis (late of Jireh), 

with much liberty and unction, dwelt upon 
·the subject, "The Lord, the restorer of his 
people." Spoke of Him as the Shepherd, the 
nature and blessedness of such a relationship. 
His people shall never want, their proneness 
to wander, His purpose and power to restore, 
bow He restored them, and to what He 
restored them, remarking what a mercy none 
of the sheep of Christ can wander so as to be 
finally lost. 

" Did Jesus once upon me shine, 
Then Jesus is for ever mine." 

Five brethren prayed. 
Saturday, 10.-Special prayer. This was 

felt to be a crowning meeting. Many of the 
brethren engaged were short, earnest, and to 
the point, in their pleadings with the Lord 
for a true revival. 

The above services were well attended. 
Now Lord, we have pleaded with Thee for an 
·outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Help us to 
expect it; prepare us to receive it, and enable 
us to continue our pleading until the 
blessing comes. 

A BRIEF MEMORIAL OF MRS. 
JANE CURTIS, 

lVidow of the late beloved Daniel Curtis. 
THERE is a melancholy pleasure in per

petuating the memory of those who have for 
many years been held in esteem and respect. 
'' The memory of the just is blessed." A halo 
of light and beauty surrounds the remem
brance of them, and thoug-h dead, yet their 
life and conduct continually start up before 
us, and they still speak. 

Mrs. Jane Curtis (a notice of whose de
cease was given in last month's VESSEL) 
was born at Mill Hill, near Hendon. In 
very early life she was impressed with the 
importance of sacred subjects, and the transi
tion from darkness into light bad therefore 
not that distinctive character about it that 
-enabled her to fix a definite period ,vhen she 
first became the subject of DiYine grnce. 

Religious controversies did not at this time 
form part of her studies; and it was through 
reading Rowland Hill'sdinlog·ues that she first 
became aware of different conflicting opinions. 
He!' views, as she advanced in years, under
went n gradual change, till at Ieng-tit she 
embraced the sentiments, as being in nccord
ance with Scripture, of the Strict Baptists, 
and joined the church under Mr. Milner, 
then of Rehoboth Chapel. 

In later years she belonged to the church 
under the care of the late Mr. Parker, Hope 
Chapel, and subsequently of Mr. Bracher's, 
West Ham. As her natural constitution led 
her to regard circumstances in a happy 
light, there is not that variety of Christian 
experience to record that there woNld be 
in one of an opposite temperament, and 
whose pathway had been much chequered. 
"My experience," she says in one of her 
letters, ' is much of the same cast, though I 
can truly say that Mr. Parker's ministry is 
very much blessed to me. I often leave that 
little place with the feelings of this vel':!e,-

u Enough, my gracious Lord, 
Let faith triumphant cry; 

My soul can on this promise live, 
Can on this promise die.'' 

In anotherJetter she thus writes, " If I know 
anything of my own heart, I trust that Jesus 
Christ is to me ' the chiefest among ten 
thousand, and the altogether lovely.'" And 
in another, " It appears sometimes hard to 
reconcile the dealings of God to us with His 
character. We well know that He is 
merciful, gracious, and long suffering, and 
yet at times we think He deals hardly 
with us, but we must remember what "e 
deserve at His hands, and then we shall not 
only say, but feel with one of old, 'It is of 
the Lord's mercies we are not consumed.' " 

The last three years of her life was much 
clouded. It was a saying of the late Charles 
Drawbridge that he came in at the south 
gate and should probably go out at the north 
gate ; and this is the opinion that she expres
sed. It is interesting to note these experi
ences, while they illustrate the various ways 
the Lord leads His people, they tend to con
firm our faith. 

At the commencement of her illness, when 
somewhat alarming symptoms appeared, she 
was happy, b11:t this illness was a prel,ude to a 
trial such as m her own apr,rehens1on, she 
had never experienced. A failure of nervous 
power induced a train of distressing svmptoms 
that soon told upon her mind, and she began 
to be apreytodoubtsandfears. 'rbisd_arkness 
of mind came on gradua~ly. "_Som~t111;1es He 
is precious," she bas said, as ,f thmkmg to 
herself until at last she- seemed to lose all 
her ev'idences of being a Christian. The 
Lord had now bid His face, and she was 
troubled. This trial, like the separating 
sword of Solomon, soon discovers the true 
from the spurious profession, for never did 
fnlse professor mourn the withdrawings of 
the light of God's countenance. A glimmer 
of light amidst the darkness appeared at times 
at the last; but when heart and flesh are fast 
failing, it is no time to expect much, and a 
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difficulty of spenking prevented her from 
speaking freely. The question being asked if 
she was happy, she replied in the affirmative; 
and on one occasion she expressed herself as 
being in the Lord's hands. And there we 
leave her-in the Lord's hand11-praying that 
we who have to travel this vale of tears may 
be enabled, whether living or dying, to com
mit our souls unto Him as unto a faithful 
Creator. 

We extract the following from " Green 
Leaves:" 

" Some few of the members at Homerton 
Row remember her with great respect, and 
recall the time when she took an active part 
in every good work. The Sick aitl Mutual 
Society owes its existence and usefulness for 
many years mainly to her Christian bene-
volence." · 

THE MANCHESTER STRICT BAP
TISTS.-To the Editor oj the Earthen 
Vessel. SrR,-As the letter you have in
serted in page 24 of the January VESSEL, 
does not touch the main question in the least 
I pass it by as entirely foreign to the very 
important subject that claims an immediate 
regard. Whenever that question is fairly 
discussed, as in the sight of God, then, but 
not before, yon will hear a~n from 

January, 1874. A WATCHMAN. 

NUNEATON AND ATTLEBOROUG H 
are two twin manufacturing and mining 
cities of the minor degree, with industrious 
and thriving people. In Attleborough a 
beau tilul Baptist Chapel has existed for fifty 
years, but its days of sorrow and of barrenness 
have been many. The present venerable, 
devoted, and able pastor, Isaac Dixon, has 
been the Lord's instrument for reviving the 
work of Christ'; Gospel herein ; and special 
meetings for prayer have been held at opening 
of the new year, when the clergymen and 
other ministers united. On Jan. 14, C. W. 
Banks delivered an Exhortation for 1874. 
The choir filled us with joy; a congregation 
filled the chapel. 

ATHERSTONE.-On the banks of the 
Anker, stands this hat and ribbon factory, a 
few miles from the noteu city of Coventry. 
Atherstone has been much pestered with 
Ritualistic curates and their: ceremonies; 
as a little word of warning the fine hall in the 
Corn Exchange was opened on Friday even
ing, Jan. 16, 1874, when C. W. Banks de
livered a lecture on the origin, mischievous 
tendeneies, and certain end of the Ritualistic 
scheme. The night was wet, the large hall 
was not crowded, but Dr. Isaac Dixon gnve 
the lecturer a pleasant welcome, and the lec
turer did the best he could. 

"THE CURSE OF THE NONCON. 
CHURCHES. 

To the Editor of the Christian World. 
DEAR SIR,-Your correspondent ol "Notes 
by the Way," in the Christian World of 
Jan. 2nd,clnssifies Mr. Wells nnd the Editor of 

the Earthen Vessel with Broadman and 
Smith in dispensing the doctrine of anti
nomianism. 

It would be well for your correspondent to 
explain what he means by the assertion. Dr. 
Johnson says that antinomians are a religious 
sect opposed to the observance of the law. I 
should take that to be the meaning attached 
to it by your correspondent, especially as he 
endorses the sentiments of some persons who 
are represented a.s having said, "that the 
most useful revivals of those times in London 
would be to get men to keep the command
ments." Now this I tak'e to be too personal 
when the writer classifies Mr. Wells, C. W. 
Banks, &c. with those " who break the rom
mandments, and teacR men so." Does not 
your correspondent know that the characters 
of these men of whom we speak are inviolable? 
And, while their sermons and magazine.~ 
denounce all trust in the law for salvation, 
they advocate and practice holiness in lip and 
life. 

Sheppey. J. W. S. 
[When the late James HeHey was reviled 

by some who did not know him he said, " N' o 
doubt those who spoke ill of him, were 
diseased in their intellect. We should pity 
and pray for them." We "hope we have 
not received the spirit of the world, but the 
spirit which is of God." This spirit preserves 
us from evil; still for the honour of the cause 
we espouse we think of correcting the wild 
scribe; but as we are now on a tour in the 
North we have no time. We thank Mr. 
Standford, and .desire for him, for ourselves, 
and for all who do not understand us, the 
saving mercies ofour Lord Jesus Christ.-En.} 

WEST HAM, ESSEX.-The first anni
versary of the Sabbath School was held on 
Tuesday, Jan.13, when G. T. Congreve, Esq., 
kindly occupied the chair. After prayer by 
J. Griffith, the Secretary (J. Amey) read the 
report of the year's proceedings, which was 
very pleasing-stating the rise and progress 
of the school, together with the financial 
statements showing, after expending nearly 
£70 in erecting a gnllery for school, and other 
incidentals, there was a trifling amount of £3 
required to meet all demands. The Chairman 
made a very pleasing and instructive speech, 
including an acrostic on the word Bible
making a kind donation of60 books on Acros. 
ties, also a money gift of £2. Votes of thanks 
were presented to the Superintendent, Mr. 
U psdnle, and the staff of officers and teachers. 
Messrs. Dearsly, Griffith, Gray and Brown 
made some encouraging nod suggestive 
speeches. During the evening the children 
sang several pieces, conducted by our kind 
and conrteous friend, Mr. Oakey. The chapel 
was well filled, the gallery being crowded 
with juveniles. The collections on the pre
vious Sabbath day (when Mr. Flack preached) 
and this evening· were excellent. I u the 
course of the evening Mr. Griffith, on behalf 
of teachers and a few friends, presented the 
pastor, W. Bracher, with n purse ol money 
as a slight token of respect. 
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THE AWFUL STATE OF ENGLAND 
IN A GOSPEL SENSE. 

STEPNEY GREEN-DEAR BROTHER 
-The enclosed is n warm-hearted letter fro~ 
11 Christian friend and discloses the state of 
the churches generally. I should like to see 
it in the VESSEL if you think proper. It 
appears we must leave the chapel in March 
and all be dispersed abroad. The future for 
myself and the people is only known to God 
and with Him we mnst leave this very try~ 
ing matter. Yours truly in Him, 

T, STRINGER. 

Dear Brother and Fellow-Ambassador in, 
.for, of, and with our God and His Christ the 
.Righteous,-! felt I must g·ive you a line of 
-encouragement and consolation relative to 
·your glorious, truthful, faithful, and dis
tinguishing subject last night, of which I 
have not heard such, no, not even compara
tively such as came from your practical and 
honourable lips last night upon the literal 
type and anti-type of good and faithful Mor
decai (a divine servant), and the God-Man 
of our eternal salvation, whose life was in 
Tery deed clean (without spot), the pure 
Mediator, whereby all of us and our eternal 
Father's family are in conjunction with 
Himself, from acts-far better than blood of pro
creation, viz., the act of highest, unchange
able, sovereign adoption, who commands us 
and gives us power more or less to partake of 
His titles, His glories, His victories, His 
blessings, His characteristics in full; yea, 
although I might go on with pleasure mag
nifying His absolutely glorious Self, as you 
-did, do, will, and I believe must and shall 
while expression comes from your mouth; 
yet I may here say, I believe you will be 
surprised when I inform you that in all my 

"'travels throughout my tour I have not heard 
a sermon to be cowpared with that of Thos. 
.Stringer, of Stepney. I went to Reading in 
Berkshire, where my dear wife, I am happy 
to say, spent a portion of the time with me, 
then to Basingstoke, to Southampton, Isle of 
,vight (Ryde, Cowes, Newport, Caris
brook), to Winchester, the capital of Hamp
shire, to Salisbury, the capital of Wiltshire 
(where there was not one cause of God in 
that hypocritical city), from there I went to 
Bath in Somersetshire, to Bristol, to Bir
mingham in Warwickshire, to Stonehouse 
and Gloucester in Gloucestershire (capital), 
to Worcester, capital of Worcestershire, 
to Wolverhampton in Staffordshire, to 
Shrewsbury, capital of Shropshire, to Oswes
try, the Welsh town, in the same county; to 
Llanymynech, ten minutes' walk from 
Wales, to Battington in Wales, and the ma
jority of these places contain no Gospel 
minister worth hearing, except our feeble 
brother Chappell of Southampton. I don't 
know what you think of it hut I think it an 
awfol state for England to be in, when you 
can see hypocrisy almost to auy amount. Thus 
may you still have life, health, and strength 
to delight in lifting up the standard banner; 
in killing and eating-receiving-(Acts x. 
13), or, in historical terms, threshing and 
beating stnall (Isaiah xii. 15), and, as one of 

Zion.'s servants, thresh the mountains, having 
your horn iron and your hoofs brnss (Micah 
1v .. 15), to beat in pieces many people, which 
people will be glad to sho.ut, "All e;race and 
consecration is from the Lord God Most 
Hig·h." Mny you be blest nnd be enabled to 
work after, of, from1 this Scriptural compari
son, and having done all to stand on the 
vantage gTound of victory; and ru; I must 
con~lude from compulsion ( time and spnce ), 
hopmg I shall be able to get to our Friday 
evening Gospel lecture, if not, it is my in
tention on f'.lunday, hoping vou have had a 
Christ-cheering Christmas, and the remain
ing happi: new and passing year, 1874. Thus 
I leave y~ in the best of hands, and hands 
of all good and no evil while men jealous 
of His servants,- scorn, faug·h, and tnake us 
the despised ones; but we can well afford to 
hear <ir know that, knowing our Rereward. 
Good-bye, God bless you for ever and ever. 
From your affectionate brother in sacred 
bonds, famil-y relationship and faithfulness 
with the saints of our God. 

To Thomas Stringer. 

SURREY TABERNACLE.-" One of 
the old-fashioned people" says, "We have 
had some good Christian cheer from Master 
Thomas Bradbury this December, and our 
people came out with a collection for the 
poor, amounting to at least one hundred 
pounds. What do ye say to that, Mr; 
Editor? Mr. Mead told us the applicants 
for relief were numerous; so the Surrey Tab
ernacle folks 8howed they still care for the 
poor. Dr. Cumming told the Queen the 
spirits of the departed took cognizance of the 
church's doings down here. I wonder if the 
blessed souls of our much-loved James Wells, 
John Ca1T, and Edward Butt, have had a 
glance at us when dealing out our portions 
to the poor they left behind. If they have 
they will rejoice. Our new tabernacle has 
been well restored ; our congregations are 
large ; we have the Gospel of Jesus truly 
told out, and some are being added to the 
church, which is still a True Baptist 
Chnrch. Fret not thyself, dear Editor, be
cause we have Episcos., anti-dippers, variety, 
vitality, and every verity in the Gospel are 
still found in our pulpit." [The Editor is 
not of a fretful kind ; he rejoices to find 
the poor are provided for, the truth main
tained, and the church increasing.] 

CLAPHAM-Our annual thanksgiving 
services were holden in Rehoboth Baptist 
Chapel, Bedford Road, December 26, 1873. 
A pleasant company quite filled the chapel in 
the evening. We had a sermon from C. W. 
Banks · some sweet hymns well sung; par
took of a good tea; and. listened attentively 
to addresses by the brethren S. Ponsford, J. 
Ballard, Mr. Nugent, Mr. Burgess, of Read
ing; Benjamin Woodrow; pastor Fothergill, 
&c. We have the Gospel clearly and soundly 
preached : our school is quite in a flourishing 
state; in fact, we require new and large class
rooms. We hope we lrnve the Divine bless
ing with our services and work. Praise the 
Lord. 
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SHERBORNE-This morning I saw and 
prayed with poor Drake, at South Chard, ere 
I left; then, in company wilh brother Shep
herd, Vnrder, and others, I came off to Sher
borne. When in a car, once more set down, 
my little sighing heart began to whisper-

Give me a quiet, humble cot, 
Contentment with my peaceful lot; 
Where I might seek, and find the Lord, 
And honour Him in all his Word! 

While Caroline Wellington was, last night, 
telling me of God's mercies to her soul, 
the words ran into my mind, "The Lord will 
perfect that which concerneth me." When 
alone in my bed-room, I searched th" Psalms 
to find them, but I could not. After a night 
of partial rest, I searched again for the·text, 
and found the three remarkable lines:-

" The Lord will perfect that which . con
cerneth me. 

"Thy mercy, 0 Lord, endureth for ever. 
" Forsake not the work of Thine own 

hands." 
Wal king alone from visiting the graves of 

the late Mr. and Mrs. Wellington, the text 
appeared_ to open itself up to me in this 
order,~ 

1. There is the voice of faith in the New 
Covenant of Grace; there the soul seeth and 
saith, "the Lord will perfect that which con
-cerneth me ! " 

2. There is the voice of truth in the Gos
pel; there the soul saith, "Thy mercy, 0 
Lord, endureth for ever." 

3. There is the voice of prayer in the soul, 
for thei·e it crieth out, "Forsake not the work 
of thine own hands." 

Safely landed on the Digby shore, I stopped 
and pencilled down this little sigh, and then 
pushed on to Sherhorne; 

Oh ! mv God and Saviour ! 
Mine Intercessor dear! ! 

To Thee I send my secret cries, 
Lord ! now for me appear. 

All my mind beclouded seems, 
I wait Thine own enliv'ning beams. 

[~her'borue Chapel, and its people, deserve 
·special note anon. J C. W. B. 

IPSWICH.-ZOAR CHAPEL. DEAR 
MR. EDIT0R,-We had very cheering and 
encouraging services here on Wednesday, 
January 14. The object of the meeting was 
to further reduce the debt which for a con
siderable time has been hanging upon the 
chapel. Fluctuating circumstances, that for 
some years the cause has b~en subjected to, 
has doubtless in a great measure prevented 
the friends doing what was highly necessary 
to be done. However, a few months ago, we 
determined- the Lord helping us - to do 
something. Several of the friends took col
lecting cards, to do what they could in that 
way. On the above-named day, Mr. R. E. 
Sear~, ol Laxfiel!I, came and preached to us. 
Then over 100 persons sat down to tea, pro
".ided in the chapel. After which was a pub
lic meeting, pre~ided over by Mr. G. Harris, 

of Rishangles, in a way and manner that 
was pleasing to all the friends of Zoar. Mr. 
Last prayed. After a few introductory re
marks from the pastor, the meeting was ad
dressed in a lively, appropriate, interesting, 
and profitable manner by the brethren T. 
Poock, Houghton, Sears, and J. Andrews, 
jun. Collections were made each service 
which, with what the collecting cards realized 
and a few promises beside, amounted to over 
.£40. Having had some in hand, this will 
enable us to pay another £100, leaving £250 
yet to be paid, £100 of which at least we 
should like, yea, intend to do during thi~ 
present year, ii the good Lord will raise us up 
friet1.ds to help. One of the speakers said, 
"It takes some years to learn the word liqui
date." Indeed it frequently is so in-connec
tion with Baptist chapels. We have begun 
to learn, and would hope we may soon 
thoroughly understand the difficult word. At 
the close of the meeting we felt that we could 
indeed "Thank God and take courage." 
Yours, &c. GRATITCDE. 

PEMBERTON .-REHOBOTR CHAP~L. 
-The first of a course of special services was 
held in the above chapel on Lord's-day, Jan. 
11, the preacher being C. W. Banks, who 
was listened to throughout the day by large 
and attentive congregations. Mr. Banks1 
from what we could see and hear, enjoyed 
much of His Master's presence, and whilst 
unfolding the mysteries of redeeming· graee 
and mercy many were the goings out of 
soul, ardent were the longings that the Lord 
would make it indeed a Bethel visit. Well, 
we can some of us say, "The Lord did great 
things for us and gladness filled our heart." 
Whether the preacher was aware of the fact 
or no we did not enquire, but the order in 
which the texts stood for each part of the 
day's services was happily aITanged. We 
had in the morning the everlasting love of 
our heavenly Father in the election of His 
children in Christ Jesus dwelt upon. Then 
in the afternoon we were gathered together 
to hear a little of the work of the Great 
Shepherd of the sheep-Jehovah-Jesus, as 
the willing Substitute, Surety, Sacrifice, the 
mig·hty Conqueror over sin, the curse, wrath, 
death, and hell on behalf of His poor people. 
In the evening we were favoured to sit 
under a glorious opening up of the Spirit's 
work as the Revealer of J ehovah's secret, 
the alone Testifier of Jesus, as He who 
makes known to the heart "a knowledge of 
salvation by the remission of sins." Though 
we thus write in reference to the order in 
which the sermons stood to each other we 
must not be understood that the three-fold 
cord was broken in any; we simply speak 
of the sr.eciality of each. Theo- best part of 
the day s proceedings was this : a gracious 
God stood near both preacher and bearers, 
and brought home His own truth in de
monstration of the Spirit with power. 'fo 
His name be the g·lory. We forward to the 
VESSEL a few notes of the sermons, and 
also the lecture delivered b,v C. W. Banks, 
in the Hall of the Mechanics' Institute, 
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which was of a very interesting cl1aracter, 
quite suited to describe these dark days when 
Poperv and Ritualism stalk the land, and the 
enemy's tares are being· so ~·n broadcast. 

READING.-PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, 
"Hitherto the Lord hath helped us." Nov. 
25, ( an evening long to be rememered) the 
Bible and singing classes held their usual 
meeting for benefit of the friends aud to help 
the funds; Brother S. Willis assisted, and 
brother Hetherington, in his usual cheerful 
and interesting way, occupied the chair. A 
large number assembled: this made it in
teresting· and profitable. On Jan. 6 we 
held new year's meetings. Addresses were 
delivered by brethren Hetherington, Edger
ton, Varney, Vize, and Pursy, shewiug the 
interests of the church, past, present, and 
future. In 1873, seven had been baptized, 
five others received, making twelve added to 
our number. Harmony and peace have pre
vailed ; the privilege ofa Gospel ministry con
tinued; means supplied ; the treasurer has no 
claim to make : these facts call for gratitude 
and praise, while they strengthen us for the fu
ture. Brethren Stevens of Chobham, Ed
gerton, and Milbourne have supplied our 
pulpit. Great interest is manifest in the 
labours of brother Edgerton; the friends 
hope to hear him again. We believe the 
Lord will send one of His servants to settle 
here in His own time, and that His cause 
will revive. 

A. MARTIN. 

LINCOLN.-A few friends meet together 
from time !o time to hear the Gospel 
preached in Mr. Upton's School-room, 19, 
Newland-street West. I am thankful to 
say there is a few of us despised, elect Bap
tists in this dark city, but Lincoln teems 
with error, such as the High Church party, 
w· esleyans, &c. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN DIE! 
When I was with Mr. R. C. Bardens, the 

minister of Hayes Tabernacle, on New Year's 
day, he told me o~ a plan be bad in_ his mind, 
which was to raJSe a fund for bJS Sunday 
School children to meet the expenses of sick
ness and burials, when any of them were 
taken away. To poor parents times of sick
ness and death are often distressing seasons, 
because they have not sufficient means either 
to nourbh their sick ones, or decently to bury 
their deceased ones. I hope the-Hayes Tab
ernacle Sunday School Sick and Burial Fund 
will be speedily established. 

EARL'S BARTON.-'-Our new Rehoboth 
Baptist Chapel was opened Jan. 20, 1874. 
Introductory devotional services by brethren 
Inward, of Irthlingborough, and F. Foun
tain of Shambrook, the sermon by C. W. 
Banks. Over 200 friends tcok tea in Co
operative halJ.. The pastor, W. '!ooke, p1•~
sided in evenmg over the openmg pubhc 
meeting. The new ~bapel was Cf<?Wded "'.ith 
friends many commg from ne,ghbourmg 
churches. We thought the discourses de-

livered that evening· by brethren Inward, 
Fountain, and Parnell, were expressive of 
much spiritual knowledge; of a l10Jy expe
rience of divine truth, and of a good measure 
of ministerial gift and power. C. W. Banks 
spoke of the mourners in Zion being· com
forted. Brother Tooke nnd his friends have 
before them, we hope, mnny years of useful
ness in their new chapel. Brother Fountain 
has promised to WTite for the VESSEL the 
singular rise and progress of the True Bap
tist Church in Earl's Bnrton. A fuller 
report of the opening services and Mr. In
ward's evening address may also be expected. 

Johff .of t~.e ~t.ont!J, 
A MINISTER in Suffolk says, "I intend 

to-morrow to press VESSEL claims from pul
pit." As we gratuitously announce all notes 
sent to us, we think the" VESSEL"has some 
claim upon the support of our Churches. If 
our ministering brethren would do as the 
friend referred to has done, it might help us. 
Our old friends are departing, multitudes of 
the rising race never heard of "THE 
EARTHEN VESSEL." 

NoRWICH,-Mr. Brunt, of Orford Hill, 
bas been long and seriously afflicted. We 
understand he must resign his pastorate. For 
a faithful and vital ministry, this city is con
sidered by some to be in a barren state. 
Norwich has in it many who know and 
highly appreciate the New Covenant Gospel 
of Salvation ; but the ambassadors of Christ 
are hard to find. Poor Orfo1d Hill has had 
many changes. · 

LEICESTER.-H.'s review of the taunt 
cast upon the late Mr. Garrard, for his faith
ful adberance to New Testament Order, 
would only produce an unholy controversy,· 
Our ancient and venerated brethren are gone 
home. The young, the proud, the shifting, 
the arrogant, the respectable, the educatea, 
and the popular, will look with contempt 
upon us poor bigots. ,We cannot help our
selves, as George Webb said at Walthamstow, 
Grace has united our hearts to the 'fruth; 
we cannot deny any part of it. 

c. D. GAWLER.-The last time we saw 
and spoke to this dear saint and servant of 
Christ, was on Yeovil Station, some months 
since. He departed this life in bis 79th year, 
in November, 1873. For Gospel Truth he 
stood faithful, preached nearly to the end of 
his day; and then laid down his weary_ frame 
to rest; while the redeemed spirit was caught 
up into the third heavens, where, now, we 
cannot tell bow bright their glories be; 

@tntfJS, 
FelJ asleep In Jesus, January 1st, Mrs. Sophia 

Pardoe, memher of Church meeting tu Mount 
Zion Chapel, Chadwell Street, Clerkenwoll. She 
was baptlzed hy Mr. Henry Smith, of Kidder
minster, December, 1829. Hor end was peace. 

With regret we announce the death, on the 
15th Inst., of Mr. Samuel Whltehand, of the Old 
Kent Road; for upwards of thirty yeacs a fol
lower of the Jato Mr. James Wells, and deeply 
regretted by all who knew him. His remains 
were Interred at Nunhead Cemetery on the 21st 
Inst. · 



'1tge iberlmding juurit!J anh ~ltaatbnu.rn 
of ~ol:r'a iiut. 

BY MR. GEORGE BURRELL, 
Of Beulah Baptist Chapel, Watford. 

"There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the jle~h, but after the Spirit." -Romans viii. 1. 

IN the ~o:ld translation of .the Scriptures (a copy of which I possess) 
the word " now" €1.oes n;ot occur where it does here, but at the 

commencement qf the-:v'e.rs~.; it reads thus, "Now, then, there is no 
condemnation," &c:¾i.f4nMtio rriy miri.d/tihis order of the words conveys 
to the spiritual read~r rii6~e c1e~':}; the ~~ing of the Ho)y Ghost by 
Paul, than the way m which they: are plaoedi~ere, "There 1s, therefore, 
now no condemnation." Reading them·•so, 'we are necessarify led to 
place the emphasis on the word "now ; " and/}Jy, so doin~ it seems to 
express the idea, that there was condemnation at some previous 
period, but that there is none now, and certaitily this is far from 
the meaning of the words; for there never was a; p,_eriod when there 
was any condemnation to them which are in Christ tfo'rjustification in 
and by Christ is a blessing eternal, wherewith the Qhu:re.h was blessed 
in Christ with every other spiritual blessing before the foundation of 
the world ; but if we take the• words as they stand in the old trans
lation they express very clearly their meaning. 

We should remember one thing in reading this wqnderful Epistle to 
the Church of God at Rome, that it contains nearly from the commence
ment to the end of the eleventh chapter one great and unbroken chain 
of argument ; it contains weighty assertions, questions and proofs of 
man's total ruin, and God's great plan and method of salvation, and is 
continually interspersed with such questions as these : What then? and 
What shall we say then? and in this strain the apostle comes to this 
part of the Epistle: "Now,. then," namely, upon the grounds I have 
stated, and upon the premises I have laid' down, this great and glorious 
fact is clearly deduced : "There is no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus." There is nothing but condemnation under the law, 
that is, the ministration of condemnation, but in Christ there never was, 
and never can be, condemnation to them which are in Him. 

In contemplating these precious words, let us, by the help and grace 
of the eternal Spirit, look at three points contained in them. First,. 
The blessed position described, " in Christ ; " second, The most blessed 
condition, " Free from condemnation ; " and third, The evidences of inte
rest, "Walking not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 

I, THE BLESSED POSITION, "In Christ." A blessed position indeed, 
for this is the one thing needful ; union to Christ is a most blessed and 
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fundamental doctrine of the glorious Gospel of the blessed God ; it is 
as ancient as God Himself, and as lasting as His eternal throne; its 
former is the great Jehovah; its bond, the everlasting love of Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Its nature is set forth by the closest and dearest 
ties we are, as creatures, acquainted with, as foundation and building, 
husband and wife, vine and branches, body and members. All true 
Christians that ever were, are now, or ever shall be, were originally in 
Christ with all their grace and glory, as all the branches, leaves, and 
fruit of the vine were originally in the root. All Christ's seed were in 
Him seminally and radically, as all Adam's seed were in him. Adam, 
as the federal head of all mankind, fell, and entailed upon all his pos
terity the curse ; and Christ as the Head of the body, His Church, has 
entailed upon all His seed the blessings of eternal grace. As in Adam 
all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive. All whom Adam repre
sented died; all whom Christ represents shall live. By one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin ; and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned. By Adam's one offence, judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation; and by the obedience of one, Jesus 
Christ, shall many be made righteous. The two great heads and the 
two bodies are fully described by Paul in this Epistle, with the results 
flowing therefrom, namely, death to all, without an exception, of every 
son and daughter of Adam ; and life to all, without an exception, of 
every son and daughter of the Lord God Almighty, who were blessed 
in Christ from all eternity. In Christ, therefore, is life and salvation, 
and out of Christ there is certain death and damnation. 

Look, then, beloved, at this blessed position: 1, as a position of 
safety and security; 2, as a position of dignity and honour; and 3, as a 
position of endwss enrichment. 

As to the first, safety and security, it is very certain there is safety 
no where else, and security for no creature, man or angel, out of Christ. 
We see by man's awful fall in Eden there was no safety there ; not 
even in Paradise, although man was placed in that position by his 
Creator, pure, holy, and upright; he was, nevertheless, though sin
less, a mutable creature, capable of standing, or liable to fall; 
and, alas ! we see he did yield and fall, although his will, 
by his Maker, was perfectly holy and upright, he was not, as 
a natural man, as the head of the human race, in Christ; 
and, therefore, when assailed by Satan, he yielded to the tempter, 
was overcome, and fell. There was nothing in God's decree to 
cause or induce him to fall, he was capable of obeying the law given 
him by his Creator, and he was, as a creature, liable to fall. Let 
those who talk or dream of their free-will power to do anything 
spiritual or good in the sight of God reflect upon this solemn fact, 
what free-will did in this high position, when there was no evil bias 
to warp or bend the will, it yielded to the devil and sin when it was 
strong and pure ; what will it do now it is corrupted and enslaved by 
the devil and lust-" led captive by the devil at his will?" If it 
swerved and revolted from God when it was "sinwss" can we be so be
sotted and deceived as to suppose that it will yield to God when it is 
"sinful .2 " 0 no ; the power of sin carried it away, and none but a 
divine and gracious power can control and bring it back. There was 
everything in Eden that innocent and upright man required to render 
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him as a creature perfectly happy as long as he obeyed the divine pre
cept. But there was no safety or security there ; there was innocence, 
there was righteousness and moral rectitude, there was peace, plenty, 
and happiness, but safety and security there was not ; for, from that 
high position man fell and ruined aU his posterity. 

But we may go higher than Eden, and assert, without fear of con
tradiction, there is no safety or security in heaven out of Christ. This 
fact is proved by the fall of angels-by the revolt of once holy and 
happy spirits in heaven. Infallible truth declares they kept not their 
first estate, but left their own habitation, which habitation wail heaven, 
not Christ. They, although high, holy, pure, and mighty spirits, were 
but mutable creatures, for there is no person or being immutable out 
of Obrist ; everything is subject to mutation and change, but every
thing and every person in Him, by virtue of union to Him, safe and 
for ever secure. By virtue of Lhis union angels elect stood firm, while 
the rest rebelled, and were burled from their high and noble position 
down into everlasting chains, under darkness, unto the judgment of 
the great day. How moral evil could enter a world so pure and make its 
appearance before the face of spotless Majesty we cannot say; it is a mys
tery deep, yet it is a solemn fact revealed. Sin first originated there, and 
converted a multitude of angels, white and holy, into black and infernal 
spirits ; from His servants they became His implacable and malicious 
foes ; and, to an angel, I believe, all would have revolted together but 
for election in Christ-but for the fact, that those who stood were in 
Christ con.firmed. Here is their safety and security, therefore they take 
such an unspeakable interest in the salvation of God's elect, and join to 
praise ( though not redeeming grace) preserving grace and electing 
love. Therefore the angels sing, as they are represented, clustering 
round the redeemed Church: "Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God," 
not only the God of the redeemed family, but "our God" in Christ; 
for we were blessed in Him, honoured to stand connected with His 
glory, and not left to our own power or might, but kept and preserved 
by His almighty power. Christ is, therefore, God's great and precious 
Casket, in which all His crown jewels are for ever secured. Safety is 
not only of the Lord alone, but in the Lord alone. 

There was no safety when the old world was drowned but in the ark, 
and their safety consisted of two things : first, in the construction of 
the ark exactly according to God's order ; and secondly, in the fact, 
"Jehovah shut them in." The ark was intended, of course, to typify 
the person of Christ, in whom alone is salvation ; there is salvation in 
none other, for there is no other name given under heaven, or amongst 
men, whereby we can be saved. There was no safety for rich or poor, 
high or low, no safety on the tallest trees or highest mountains, no 
safety around the ark, no safety in seeing the ark, no safety in touching 
the !!,_rk, or even upon the ark. .No safety or avail in or from the vows, 
or tears, or shrieks of. the drowning : no safety any where but in the 
ark. The ark was made of gopher wood, there were rooms in it, and 
three storeys ; it was to be pitched within and without ; there was but 
o~e window, and but one door, and the door of the ark was set in the 
side thereof; all which is figurative and typical of the glorious person 
of Immanuel. The gopher wood sets forth His incorruptible nature 
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and durability ; the rooms in the ark set forth His various offices, 
characters, and titles ; the three storeys, I humbly conceive, set forth 
the fact, that there are in Christ, babes, young men, and fathers ; the 
pitch without and within, which r.onstituted the ark perfectly secure 
from the deluge of waters, sets forth His precious atoning blood, which 
is the only security from the deluge of divine wrath, as Erskine says : 
" And lest a drop of wrath should enter in, 'twas pitched with clotted 
blood." And the only entrance into the ark being at the door in the 
side of the ark, sets forth to faith the fact, the only way to God and 
salvation is in the Saviour's side; 'tis here faith flees, and enters in 
vitally and experimentally ; "No man cometh unto the Father but by 
Me.'' "I am," saith Christ, "the way." "The way, the ·only way to "
God shines in His bleeding side." All tha_t went into the ark went in 
at the door. 

And then, just another thing we should not forget while we are 
upon the ark, is this, namely, that God was first in the ark ; " And the 
Lord said unto Noah, " Come thou, and all thy house, into the ark." 
This beautifully describes the way in which the saved come experi
mentally to Christ ; "God was in Christ, reconciling the.world unto 
Himself." He did not drive any into the ark, but He called and drew 
them with a divine power, and with an irresistible power too; hence, 
those who have fled for refuge to Christ are said to be partakers of the 
heavenly calling; "Who bath saved us, and called us." Provision was 
made ; first, in the ark; and then Noah and his family were called into 
it. So, in our glorious Christ, Jehovah made everlasting provision for 
His elect, and, as the effect, saints are called to participate therein. 
Here, then, is the poor sinner's safety and security, and here alone; 
chosen in Him, blessed in Him, accepted in Him, approved in Him, 
and secured in Him for ever and ever. 

This most glorious scheme of infinite love and wisdom stood 
as firm as the throne of the Eternal ; when all the world became a 
total wreck in Adam it was in no way affected ; the safety of God's 
Church was in no way endangered by the fall, because all was rendered 
fast, firm, and immutable in Christ prior to the fall, and in that cove
nant which was as high as heaven is above the earth above the covenant 
with Adam in the Garden of Eden. Here, we have, in a few words, 
God's great order and economy in salvation : " Sanctified by God the 
Father, preserved in Jesus Christ, anrl called." All the ten thousand 
preservations God's elect are the subjects of, from death and ruin, till 
regenerated by sovereign grace, are all attributable to this great fact :
in Christ, loved in Him, loved into Him, loved with Him; and, 0 
amazing thought and fact ! loved like Him ; for so saith His sweet 
mouth '' Thou hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me." Preserved in 
Christ' when Adam fell, not a single person fell from this high and 
honourable position, nor was a single n,ew covenant blessing forfe_ited, 
because the whole was secured entirely on other grounds and consider
ations previous to the fall or creation of man : safe and sec~re in 
Christ when lost and ruined in the fall by nature ; " By nature children 
of wrath, even as others ; " in His heart, in His eye, in His hands, 
when dead in sin and far from God; in Him as their great Covenant, 
Head, Representatifff and Surety, when He engaged His heart in 
eternity on their behalf to meet all demands and requirements on the 
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part of God and man, in Him when He became flesh and dwelt among 
us ; in Him during His thirty-three years' sojourn in our world, where 
He wrought our righteousness, in Him when He took and drank the 
bitter cup of wrath-due to our crimes-in the garden, in Him when 
He died, in Him when He slept in the tomb, in Him when He rose a 
conqueror thereof and therefrom, in Him when He ascended His glorious 
throne, and in Him when He shall appear a second time without si 
unto salvation. Here, and here alone, consequently, stands the saintsn 
everlasting safety and security. Truly this is a blessed position
" In Christ." 

(To be continued.) 

T HE LAT E M R . W I L L I AM CA U NT. 

The godly man can never die 
Like autumn's leaf; 

Death is to him eternity 
Of sweet relief. 

How happy he whose ransom'd soul 
Soars from this world beneath ; 

Calmly he_ bids the seasons roll, 
Nor fears ,the dart of death. 

A LTHOUGH honourably and successfully conducting a large busi
..... f-1.. ness, originll.lly under tne direction of the venerable and uni
versally-beloved Thomas Pocock, sen., Esq_., yet for many years was 
WILLIAM 0.A.UNT found on the I;prd's-day in the pulpits of our different 
London and suburban Churches·, ever faithfully, in his own original 
manner, preaching unto them the Gospel of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; but on Thursday night, January 29, 1874, at 
half-past ten, William Caunt "fell asleep in Jesus," his happy soul 
ascending into the presence and glory of that Redeemer whose wisdom, 
work, and worthy name he had so often unfolded to the assembled 
saints in the different sections of our Zion, by whom he was ever gladly 
received. Of his life and death we will give all particulars as far as 
possible. 

DE.A.TH .A.ND FUNERAL OF MR. CAUNT, 

Formei·ly of G,-eenunch a,u! Chelsea. 

Our brother, Mr. W. Caunt, has been called home. He had been 
ailing for a considerable time, but nothing serious was contemplated 
until within a few days previous to his departure, and even then his 
~md was not thought to be so near as it proved to be ; but on Thursday 
night, January 29, while reclining in his daughter's arms, his spirit 
took its flight to the regions of eternal day. His mind during his 
illness was most peaceful, and at intervals he spake blessedly concern
ing the kingdom of God. 

His mortal remains were interred in Nunhead Cemetery on Friday, 
February 6th. Mr. Henry Hall, of Clapham, officiated by request. 
The day was very unfavourable, and the fog most intense. A goodly 
number of friends from Greenwich, Chelsea, Clapham, Pimlico, and 
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elsewhere, where our brother had laboured and where he was esteemed 
and loved, were present to show their last tribute of affection towards 
him. 

Mr. Hall read portions of Job xiv. and 1 Cor. xv. A favourite 
hymn of the deceased was then sung. 

Mr. Flack offered prayer. 
His remains were then conveyed to their last resting-place, when 

Mr. Hall delivered an address. He said: 
A good and useful man has fallen in our midst, not by the arrow of 

accident, but by the appointment of heaven. His work having been 
completed, his gracious Master said, "William, you have sorrowed long 
enough in the valley of Baca, and wet your couch with tears ; you have 
fought long enough on the battle-field: enter now into thy rest." And 
al_though _we can ill a~ord to lose our brother from our ranks, yet to the 
mll of high heaven 1t becomes us to bow and to acquiesce in the 
appointments of Him 

"Who cannot do but what is just, 
And must be righteous .still." 

And in taking our final leave of our brother's remains, we cannot do 
better than to quote the words of the Lord concerning Job, "A perfect 
and an upright man, one that feared God and eschewed evil ; " not that 
our brother was absolutely a perfect man-perfection in that sense
belongs to God alone ; neither was he perfect in the flesh ; no one
would protest more than he against that doctrine : he knew too well 
the corruption of his nature and the plague of his own heart ever to have
allowed perfection in the flesh to form part of his creed. 

" For man's ,1 fallen sinner still, 
And grace shall reign alone." 

But relatively he was a perfect man through his oneness with Christ,. 
who removed aH his transgressions, washed his soul from all its 
defilements in His own most precious blood, and brought in an ever
lasting righteousness which is unto and upon all the heirs of sovereign 
grace. And all who had had intercourse with our brother/or who had been 
associated with him on platform or in pulpit, could testify that no one 
gloried more in His blessed perfection than did William Caunt. In 
Christ, the Father never saw the least transgression of His law. 

"Perfection then in Him we view, 
And saints in Him are pefect too." 

But there is a professional perfection-a perfection in the profession of 
our principles, and that was applicable to our brother. He had been 
by the mercy of God brought into a vital acquaintance with the doc
trines of sovereign grace, the worth of whfoh he we~ knew, and he held 
them firmly and proclaimed them fully. That whwh he had handled 
and tasted, that he declared unto others. The grand and fundamental 
doctrine of the sovereignty of God in the election of His people in 
Christ, their complete redemption by Christ, and their regeneration 
and effectual call by the Spirit of God, by whom they were made meet 
for eternal glory,-was his uniform testimony. And although he 
entered the ministry an Independent, yet as soon as he became ac-
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quainted with the Soriptnral order of God's house, his language was, 
" See, here is water, what doth hinder me from being baptized? " And 
to his Strict Baptist principles he adhered to the last. Although he, 
in common with his brethren, respected the honest convictions of those 
from whom he differed, and often preached in their pulpits, he had too much 
courtesy to introduce his Strict Baptist views unnecessarily ; yet at all 
befitting times he took pleasure in advocating baptism by immersion 
upon a confession of faith in Christ. Equally staunch was he in insist
ing on an experimental acquaintance with the truth of God and a 
practical development of that truth in daily life as essential to salvation. 
He was also a perfect man comparati.vely. His religion wail not a public 
one merely, but a private one also. His bereaved daughter bore her 
testimony to his household religion ; they had had much sweet com
munion together ; and the practice of daily reading the Scriptures 
and family prayer he fully carried out. And we have all heard his 
candid acknowledgments in public, which showed how free from sophis
try and pretentious to greatness he was. And although called upon to 
preach hither and thither, he never forsook his secular calling: he was 
for thirty-two years privileged to be connected with the house of Messrs. 
Pocock. In short, he was, without any exaggeration-as brother Flack 
had said in his prayer-through grace an honest and upright man; 
and in our brother William Uaunt's life and conduct there was .a com
plete answer to the charge that the doctrines of sovereign grace have 
a licentious tendency. This much I feel bound to say on behalf of my 
late .brother. His end was peace-peace of conscience by faith in Christ, 
peace of mind from a conviction that, through the grace given him, he 
had fought the fight, kept the faith, and come to the verge of the grave 
with his professional garments unspotted, and a peace into which he 
had now entered passing all understanding-

" Where every power finds sweet employ, 
In that eternal world of joy." 

In his departure we have lost a true sympathising friend and the 
Churches a true helper ; and, while we recognise the Divine right to 
call our brother from us, it becomes us to observe the hand of God in 
the visitation ; for such men, who laboured with their hands during the 
week, and helped the Churches on the Lord's-day, were of more use to 
the Churches than we were at all times willing to acknowledge, and to 
pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth more such labourers. Mr. 
Hall brought his remarks to a close by solemnly appealing to the 
assembly to mark. the perfect and behold the upright, for unless we 
walked in their steps we should never enter into peace. May we die 
the death of the righteous and our last end be like his. 

Mr. Anderson closed with prayer. 
On the following Lord's-day evening, Mr. Ha]l further alluded to 

Mr. Caunt's death, from the words, " Know them that labour among 
you." 
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DOWN IN THE JORDAN, BUT NOT LOST. 

How heavy Jordan's waves may roll
When saints are passing o'er! 

How Satan may affright the soul, 
And tempt it more and more

W e, none of us, can tell : 
But thousands witness and confess, 

The Lord doth all things well. 

PASTOR CHAPPELL and his oldest member at Salem Chapel, 
Ascupart street, Southampton, walked in loving fellowship 

together for some years. They both died at the age of seventy-two, 
and within a few moments of each other. The following note from 
Mr. J ohnson's sister opens a little of the trials of a dying bed:-

" :fiy DEAR BROTHER IN THE GosPEL,-Just after I wrote to tell 
you of the death of dear Pastor Chappell, I heard of the death of my 
own dear brother, Mr. Johnson. I scarcely left him night or day. I 
think I never saw such bodily sufferings, and yet such a heavenly 
resignation. On Friday afternoon, I was standing over him, fanning 
his dear face. He said, 

" ' Who is it ? ' 
"I said, 'It is Isabella, my dear.' 
" He said, ' I am going ! I am going ! ' 
"I said, 'What a blessing it is, John! we have a hope beyond the 

grave, that Christ is our great salvation: that He has died for us.' 
" He said, ' Yes ! yes l and more blessed to realise it, and to know 

He rose again for our justification.' 
" On Thursday evening I left my dear brother for a short time to go 

and see our dear pastor. On entering his room, Mr. Chappell said, 
" ' It is Mrs. Hollis.' 
" Before I could speak, he said, 
" ' Is my beloved brother Johnson gone home to glory yet? ' 
" I said, ' No, sir ; not yet ; he will not be long.' 
" He said, ' Oh, may the gates of heaven be thrown open for us to 

enter-to go through together.' 
" And, wonderful to say, they both died within ten or fifteen minutes 

of each other. Our grief is great; but, blessed be God, we sorrow, 
but not without hope. I should like the two dear men of God to be 
buried together. ls.ABELL.A. HOLLIS, 

" Beach View House, Chapel Road, Southampton.'' 
THE Wrnow oF THE LATE MR. CHAPPELL. 

[A widow's testimony to the patience, faith, and peaceful end of the 
departed, is no small treasure. The physical sufferings of our ~ear 
departed brother Chappell were terrible and of long duration. 
His widow appears more like one wrecked upon the banks of 
Jordan. But the following note breathes a holy and resigned 
spirit. J 

"MY DEAR KIND BROTHER,-How can I ever express my gratitude 
to you sufficiently for yo1:r ready complian~e to_ou~ wishes, acc?mpa1!-ied 
with such deep and lovmg sympathy, which 1s hke the prec10us omt-
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ment to my sorrowful and cast-down soul. Yet I am sustained in a 
spiritual and temporal view ; I feel the Lord who so supported and 
helped me through the long, severe affiiction, even to the last moment, 
in attending to the precious saint, will still aid me in sorrow and dis
tress. I have round me most of the dear, sorrowing family, who, each 
and every one, try to show a double portion of kindness and love, which 
I feel a true comfort :now, when my heart is made tender by heavy 
sorrows." 
[.A. long procession of carriages and people, with two handsome hearses, 

carried the remains of these two veterans to their graves. I was 
favoured to speak and pray with a host of friends in Cemetery 
Chapel ; then again at the grave of the minister ; after that at the 
grave of his aged member ; after that we had two services in the 
chapel. Such a day of solemnities I never expect to see again.
C. W. B.] 

"DEAR BROTHER,-! thank you much for your kind note; my pre
cious one received your message ere he closed his eyes in death ; and 
now I am waiting to know if you can grant his and our wish, to bury 
him and preach the funeral sermon; do, dear brother, if you can. 
Wh!ln ·you come, I can tell you how peacefully and happy the dear 
saint passed away, longing to meet his blessed Saviour : he felt His 
sweet presence till the last moment, when he breathed his patient, 
gentle soul into His hands. 

"Southampton, Sunday, Feb. 1, 1874." "M. CHAPPELL. 

THE DENIAL OF MAN'S TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 
BY DANIEL ALLEN, 

Pastor of Castlereagh Baptist Church1 Sydney. 

OUR ministering brother, Mr. Daniel Allen, of Sydney, Australia, sends 
us notes of a month's debate in the Young Men's Association, in 

Sydney, from which it appears that the dreadful, the total, and the 
helpless condition of man in the fall is denied ; and the leaders of 
"THE BAPTIST UNION" have declared themselves opposed to Mr. 
Allen because he has so faithfully demonstrated the utter ruin of man, 
of all men, in their natural, unregenerated state. Is not this doctrine 
of the fall either directly or indirectly denied to a fearful extent in 
all our English Churches ? 

What is the teaching of man's free-will, of his power to believe, to 
give his heart to Christ, and of his attaining to perfection in the flesh, 
but indirect denials of the fact, that " all have sinned, and have come 
short of the glory of God ?" 

We ask, with holy trembling, does not the present mode and matter 
of preaching appear to prove that the preachers themselves are ignorant 
of, and spiritually unacquainted with, t_he three great lessons which run 
all through the Scriptures ? First, Paul says, " When the command
ment came, sin revived, and I died." The law enters the soul of the 
redeemed man, convincing and condemning. Secondly, Job distin-

G 



74 THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

guishes between a good moral state and a spiritual state: " I have 
heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee, 
wherefore I abhor myself in dust and ashes." Thirdly, After many 
years of Christian life, Panl says, " I find that in me, that is, in my 
flesh, dwelleth no good thing." This dark and fearful condition of all, 
by nature, is held back from the people, hence, we fear the reality of 
their religion. 

Mr. Daniel Allen's tract on " The Total Depravity of Man," is a 
thorough testimony. We will give his tract in three parts. First, 
his introduction reads as follows :-

" Man fell as well as devils, and became as far off from holiness as 
they-' Earthly, sensual, devilish' (James iii. 15; ,John viii. 44). God 
destroyed the world for the total depravity of man, and then made a 
covenant not to destroy it again by water, because man was totally 
depraved, see Gen. vi. and viii. As if He should say-' If I should 
destroy the earth as oft as man is vile, I shall always be destroying it, 
" For the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth," therefore I 
make a covenant not to destroy it though man is vile.' After great 
research, and strict investigation, the Almighty Judge of all has pro
nounced His awful sentence up~n man as totally depraved, after the 
following manner-' The Lord looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men to see if there were any that did understand, and seek 
God. They are all gone aside, they are altogether become filthy, there 
is none that doeth good, no not one' (Psalm xiv.). · 

" How dare men confront the Almighty in His own court, and tell 
Him He has lied unto men, by debasing man, with this sweeping 
declaration of his total depravity ? This very perverse denial of man's 
total depravity, in the face of the Lord's declaration of it, is one of the 
greatest evidences that these deniers of the doctrine are more depraved 
than devils, for they have not dared to contradict the Almighty to His 
face as these evidently do. It is declared that no clean thing can be 
brought out of an unclean one (Job xiv.). The holiest men have con
fessed themselves vile (Job xl.). That they were born depraved (Ps. li.). 
That their lips are unclean (Isaiah vi. ). That all our righteousnesses are 
as filthy rags (Isaiah lxiv.). That when God draws near to them, their 
very comeliness turns to corruption (Daniel x.). And in Romans iii. we 
have nine quotations from God's Word, by the inspiration of the Spirit, 
in demonstration of the total depravity of all men, everywhere, and in 
every age. And the whole design of the Holy Spirit in demonstrating 
this doctrine, throughout the Scriptures, is to show the justice of God 
in His condemnation of men-' That every mouth may be stopped, and 
all the world become guilty before God.' 

"Those perverse spirits who deny the total depravity of man, thereby 
deny the justice of God in His condemnation of man. No doubt, the 
satanic design, in the denial of this doctrine, is to aim a deadly blow at 
the holy character of the great Judge of all, if He should dare to deal 
with fallen men, as He has with fallen angels. If the many utterances 
of the Holy Spirit, in His undeniable declarations upon this subject, 
are not sufficient to satisfy the deniers of this doctrine, such is 
their total depravity that nothing from the mouth of God will satisfy 
them." 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 

A THREE-FOLD PAINFUL CALAMITY. 

BY MR. R. G. EDWARDS, 

Afird~ter qf Sih:er Street Chapel, NottintJ Hill Gate. 

ON the royal estates of Prince Immanuel, in the midst of Zion's 
beautiful city, near the banks of the crystal river, on the ver

dant hills of sovereign grace, surrounded by the goodly cedars and the 
lign aloes which the Lord hath planted, lately stood the lovely residence 
of our dear and beloved sister, Mrs. Mary Ann Linforth, suhject to 
the universal regulations of the royal tenements' removal at the 
pleasure of the Prince, with or without warning. It is not possible 
to mention the shortest period a tenant has lived in one of the royal 
cottages, but the longest lease on record was nine hundred and sixty
nine years. Our sister's was rather more than thirty-six years; her 
infant daughter about two days. 

From her diary we extract the following particulars :-" It was 
my privilege to have a God-fearing mother, who took me in early life 
to the house of God, and instructed me as far as she could in the ways 
of God. I entered the Sabbath school when young, and sat under the 
ministry of Mr. Bowes, of Blandford street. Sometimes while hearing 
him preach I had impressions, but they were like the morning cloud 
and early dew which soon passed away. It is true I said a form of 
prayer as I was taught by my dear mother, but did not know what 
real prayer was. I knew I was a sinner, but did not feel nor see 
myself one, nor did I see any need of a Saviour. Sometimes my 
conscience would accuse me, and say, Suppose you were to be called to 
appear before God now, where would you stand, on the right hand. or 
on the left, with the righteous or with the wicked ? I felt sure I 
should not stand with the people of God ; but I did not feel any 
anxiety about it. I then thought, others do not think about religion, 
learned men do not and why should I ? Surely they must be right. 
There is time enough for me yet. I am young ; I may not die yet ; 
and in this way I went on till October, 1855, when Mr. Bowes preached 
from Psalm i. 5: " The ungodly shall not stand in the judg
ment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous." I then saw 
and felt myself a sinner, guilty, ruined, and undone before God. Mr. 
Bowes said in his sermon, " When your conscience accuses you, you 
may say, there is time enough for me, I am young, learned men do not 
think about religion and why should I ? You may say so now, but 
when the judgment day comes you will not be able to stand." I then 
became very anxious about my soul, and thought I was too great a 
sinner for God to pardon. I believed God had an elect people, and 
how earnestly did I desire to be one of them. I went on in this way 
for some time, then I had a little hope through the ministry of the 
Word, and felt Christ precious to my soul. 

Our sister, in the providence of God, was removed to Notting 
Hill. She attended Johnson Street, and the ministry of Mr. William
son was blessed to her soul, especially a sermon from these words, 
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"For mine eyes have seen thy salvation," and another," The preaching 
of the cross." 

On March 13th, our sister writes~-" This morning I had such a 
sense of the love of Christ to my soul, and of my own unworthiness 
that it was more than I could bear." 

On June 2ftth she was baptized and added to the Church the 
following Lord's-day, when she writes, "Lord, enable me as a recipient 
of Thy grace, so to live that others may take knowledge of me that I 
have been with ,T esus." 

Passing over the rest of her diary, which is full of Christian experience 
we find she had to lea Ye London for Brighton, afterwards returns t' 
London, and on February 6th, 1870, joins the Church at Soho, the 
under the pastorate of M:r. J. Wilkins. October 20th, 1872, shn 
became the wife of our highly-esteemed brother Mr. Edward Linforthe 
a member of Silver Street Chapel, who had passed through the sever 
trial of losing two former wives, and left with two sons. , 

On December 7th, 1873, our beloved sister was publicly received 
into Church-fellowship at Silver Street, when she communed with us 
at the Lord's table, and for the last time. Lord's-day evening, 
December 21st, was the last eermon she heard in Silver Street. 

On Lord's-day, January llth, 1874, our sister gave birth to her 
first-born, after much suffering, The next day this lovely little dear 
went to yonder world of joy. Our sister never knew her loss; she 
had for a long period expressed many apprehensions she should not 
survive the occasion, which, no doubt, had an injurious effect physically 
and mentally, yet certainly there was the voice of God in her soul, 
which was sanctified to her good. On Wednesday morning she 
appeared cheerful and happy, and on her husband entering the room, 
she said," Good morning, dear ; come round on this side and pray with 
me now we are alone." .Afterwards she threw her arms around him 
and said" May God bless you, my dear." It certainly appeared by this 
act and expression that she realized her change was near; she was 
resigned to the Lord's will. Her husband remained with her the 
whole of this day ; about noon she became drowsy, and slept more or 
less. .A.t a later part of the day she said to her husband," You stop with 
me ; I want you and you only." .After that she said nothing that 
could be understood ; the last hours of her life she was not sufficiently 
conscious to converse upon any subject, her sufferings appeared very 
great, and about half-past two o'clock, Thursday afternoon, January 
15th, she quitted the earthly house of this tabernacle for a mansion in 
the skies. She that looked out of those windows was gone ; she that 
spake out of that mouth was gone ; she that heard through those ears 
was gone ; she that thought with that brain was gone ; she that 
moved those hands and feet was gone ; she that loved with such ardent 
affection was gone ; she that kissed with those lips was gone ; the 
house in ruins was left; the occupier was gone. We took up the 
remains on .January 21st, and with many tears and lamentations, 
deposited them in the Brompton Cemetery, there to rest till the .Arch
angel's trump shall sound, when the Prince Immanuel intends to 
gather them together again, and form them into a more beautiful and 
glorious home of the soul, to be located in heaven for ever with the 
Lord. 
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Our beloved brother, for whom we supplicate every covenant 
blessing in this solemn visitation, says of the departed, " She was a 
virtuous woman, and her price far above rubies ; the heart of her 
husband could safely trust in her, she looked well to the ways of 
her household, and eat not the bread of idleness ; her children arise up 
and call her blessed ; her husband also and he praiseth her. Many 
daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all." In her 
the two sons of our dear brother have lost a kind and loving friend. 
In fact, few mothers were so worthy of the name, and those two lads 
loved her as a mother. As a daughter-the only daughter of her dear 
mother-she was affectionate, and dutiful. Many places in her diary 
give evidences of her great love to her aged, widowed, God-fearing 
mother. As a Christian, her daily life was a life of service to her 
God. Prayer and the Word of God she regularly sought after as her 
daily food, faithful and true. In love to the truth, the ministers of 
the truth, and those who love the truth. So she lived and so she died, 
her husband bearing witness that he had never met with a more 
spiritual-minded woman. 

The funeral discourse was delivered on Lord's-day evening, January 
25th, by the writer, before a crowded assembly, from Phil. i. 23 : 
"To be witt Christ, which is far better." Each of the three wives 
were young ; each of them knew the Lord; each were baptized by 
the same minister ; each a member of the same church, at the same 
time; each died under the same painful circumstances ; each buried 
in the same cemetery, and each with a darling babe. 

Not Gabriel asks the reason why, 
Nor God the reason gives, 

Nor dare that favourite angel pry 
Between those folded leaves. 

Silver Street Chapel, Kensington Place, 
Notting Hill Gate. 

R. G. EDWil.DS. 

"THE SPIRITUAL FOUNTAIN OF LIFE." 

A. DISCOURSE. 

BY MR. JAMES HA.ND, 

ON ms PUBLICLY ACCEPTING TIIE PASTORATE OVER TUE LATE MR. KERS11Aw's CuuRcrr, 

NOW WORSHIPPL'!G IN TUE PUBLIC HALL, ROCHDALE. 

"Come, and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will deolare what He hath done for 
my soul."-PSALll lxvi. 16. 

THERE are divers opinions respecting the time when this Psalm 
was written, and as to who was its author. Some believe it to 

have been penned by the Prophet Jeremiah, when the children of Israel 
had. returned to their own land, after their many years' captivity in 
Babylon. But it is the most prevalent opinion that David, the son of 
Jesse, was its author. Whoever may be the author, one thing i.s self-
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evident that the writer was most sweetly under the anointing influence 
of the power of the Holy Ghost. In the opening of this very sweet 
and precious Psalm, he calls upon the people to sing praises unto God, 
and upon all the earth to make His name glorious, and to worship 
Him. Further down the same Psalm he takes a retrospective view of 
the mighty work that God had accomplished for His ancient people in 
delivering them from Egyptian bondage; the powerful display of His 
omnipotent arm in dividing the waters, so that they marched through 
the sea dry-shod ; their enemies, attempting to follow them, were over
whelmed in the ocean; then they sung the song of deliverance. Next 
he tells of God's determination to try them as gold and silver. He laid 
affliction on their loins, and led them through fire and through water ; 
these trials and sufferings brought them again to acknowledge God ; 
and, after passing through all their trials and troubles, he declares that 
God, in His mercy, at last brought them into a wealthy place. He then 
goes into the house of God to offer sacrifices, and worship, after the 
custom of the ancient ceremonial. Then he gives vent to his soul's 
feeling in the language of the text, " Come, and hear, all ye that fear 
God, and I will declare what he bath done for my soul." 

The first principle that is presented to us in the words we have 
cited, that demands our attention, is the "fear of the Lord." Now 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of true wisdom ; it is of divine 
origin. The fear of the Lord is referred to in many parts of the Sacred 
Word, but particularly in the Book of Proverbs. In the second chapter 
the Lord Jesus Christ is represented under the character of" WISDOM," 
and the Church of God under the appellation of a son. As if the Lord 
had said unto us individually, "Hearken unto Me, My son: If thou 
incline thine ear unto wisdom, if thou seekest her as silver, and searchest 
for her as for hid treasure, then shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God." This fear is the gift of God, 
and comes to us by the grace of God.. By nature we are dead in tres
passes and sins, far from God by wicked works, the children of wrath 
even as others, strangers and aliens from the commonwealth of Israel ; 
living without God and without hope in the world." This is the dark 
catalogue given in Scripture concerning the fallen condition of man. 
If we preach this doctrine fully, we must fearlessly insist upon the full 
extent of the fall. There is much to do about reconciling the doctrine 
of the fall with that of free-will and human merit, but in attempting to 
harmonize these they deny the validity of the fall as revealed _in Scrip
ture. The Holy Spirit knew that false teachers would do this, hence, 
the Apostle of the Gentiles, as well as other sacred writers, speak so 
plainly and so pointedly upon the doctrine of the fall. The ma_n o~ God, 
David, says, "Behold, J was shapen in iniquity, and i~ sm ~1d my 
mother conceive me." All these varied statements harmomze with the 
declaration of the apostle, " We have all sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God." We must have our ears unstopped, our eyes opened, 
and spiritual life implanted in us, before we can have the fear of the 
Lord. The Lord bless us this day in our meeting together, and po_ur 
out His sweet grace upon many precious souls, that they may realise 
the truth of the Word of God, That the fear of the Lord is a fountain 
of life, whereby we depart from the snares of death. 
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"Thie fear's the spirit of faith, 
A confidence that's strong, 

An unctuous light to all that's right, 
A bar to all that's wrong. 

Happy the men that fear the Lord; 
'l'hey from the paths of sin depart, 

Rejoice and tremble at Hie Word, 
And hide it deep within their heart. 

Thie fear's a rich and enclleee etore,
Preeervee the soul frr,m poisonous pride ; 

The heart that wants this fear is poor, 
Whatever it possess beside." 

79 

Then, secondly, notice, David here speaks _of his soul. This is a 
day of awful heresies. There are pretended ministers of the Gospel 
that are preaching up the delusive doctrine of non-eternal punishment. 
Of the righteous the Lord says, He will be their God, and that the 
elect shall be His people, that they shall dwell with Him at the right 
hand of God for ever. This plainly implies the spiritual principle of 
the son!, of which we are every one possessed, and which we feel within 
us is capable of enduring endless blessedness, or eternal misery ; and 
it willJive for ever: when all worldly things are passed away, and all 
earthly connections are severed, the soul remains. The Lord Himself 
declares that this is a solemn truth, and founds this important interro
gation upon it, " What will it profit a man if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul ? or, What will a man give in exchange for his 
soul?" 

The Psalmist David, in a most impressive manner, calls upon those 
that fear God to come and hear what God had done for his soul. We 
are not to suppose that he had the slightest doubt at this moment about 
God's dealings with his soul. At the thirteenth verse of the eighty
sixth Psalm, he says, " For great is Thy mercy toward me ; Thou hast 
delivered my soul from the lowest hell." This doctrine of non-eternal 
punishment is an awful one for ministers to propagate ; it is a great 
delusion; the Word of God plainly tells us that there will be an eternal 
punishment of the wicked, and that is quite sufficient for our guide. 
'fhe Lord Himself declares that " the wicked shall be turned into hell, 
with all the nations that forget God; " " where the worm dieth not, 
and where the fire is not quenched." The Prophet Isaiah, speaking of 
Tophet, says, " For Tophet was ordained of old ; yea, for the King is 
it prepared ; He bath made it deep and large ; the pile thereof is fire, 
and much wood, the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brimiltone, 
doth kindle it.'' This, friends, is the dark picture which the prophet 
draws of the prospective state of man as a fallen sinner. It was a 
consciousness of certain deliverance from what appeared to him a dark 
impending future of misery that was the source of all his joy. Hence, 
he gives a general invitation for all God's people to come and bear, 
while he told them what great things God had done for his soul. 

The Lord met him in Satan's dominion, having beeu taken accord
ing to that Scripture, "captive by the devil at his will ;" and it pleased 
the Lord to deliver him from the power of the devil, and to translate 
him out of the kingdom of Satan into the free-grace kingdom of His 
own dear Son. He is in the full enjoyment of this deliverance when he 
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pens the twenty-third Psalm, where he begins, "The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want ; He maketh me to lie down in green pastures ; 
he leadeth me beside the still waters." In another Psalm he declares 
that the Lord had delivered his soul out of the hand of his enemy, that 
is, Satan. Hence, in opening the 107th Psalm he exclaims, "0 give 
thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endureth for ever. 
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed out of 
the hand of the enemy." Satan is the enemy of mankind universally, 
and especially of God and of His people. The devil may snarl at God's 
people and lay in wait to take them captive at his will, but they must 
all haw a happy release. 

"" The appointed time rolls on apace, 
Not to propose, but call by grace, 
To change the heart, renew the will, 
And turn their feet to Zion's hill."' 

The LORD JESUS CHRIST came on this special errand of delivering 
His Church from the terrible power and dominion of Satan. Hence, 
we read in Hebrews, " Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same ; that 
through death He might destroy Him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and deliver them who, through fear of death, were
all their lifetime subject to bondage." The man of God in his own 
time was not unacquainted with the machinations of the devil, and the 
depravity of bis own heart. Hence, "Thou bast delivered my soul 
from death," that is, in figure. For this does not mean corporeal death. 
We are informed that David, after he bad served his generation, fell 
asleep : he died. He was delivered from eternal punishment, delivered 
from being banished from the presence of God, and the glory of His 
power, and from being hurled into an everlasting abyss of woe. "Thou 
deliveredst my soul from the power of sin ; " not from its inbeing, but 
from its domineering power. The Lord Jesus Christ bath extracted 
death's sting. "The sting of death is sin, the strength of sin is the 
law; but thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." They are brought out of the track of sin, out of the lying 
vanities of an ungodly world, delivered from the sinful lusts of the 
flesh, and brought into the paths of righteousness-to walk, in some
measure, in the footsteps of th_eir Redeemer, and to hope in His mercy. 
This fear of God is the grace of God put into the heart of the poor 
sinner by the operation of the Spirit of God, not only in bringing ~he 
soul out of Satan's captivity, but also out of the vile associations _whwh 
it had formed in its unregeneracy. Hence, the grace of God m the 
·soul teacheth us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
"live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present evil world." 

In Psalm Ii., David prayed God to look upon his affliction and to 
forgive his sins. Now, in reading this Psalm, we see that sin was made 
a very bitter thing unto him ; hence he prayed to be delivered frolll: the 
spirit of it, not its inbeing. He did not want covering over wit~ a 
mask of perfection in the flesh. There is no such thing as perfect10n 
in the flesh. It is not to be found in the Word of God. The Apostle
says, " I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good t_hin~, 
for to do well is present with me, but how to perform that whwh 1s 
good I find not." But he does not stop here ; he further adds, " But 
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I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my mem
bers." In much anxiety he cries out, " 0, wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body of this death ? " 

The Christian character is set forth in the Shulamite. In the 
Shulamite is seen a company of two armies ; the flesh lusting against 
the spirit, and the spirit lusting against the flesh ; so that I cannot do 
the things that I would; with the mind I serve the law of God, but 
with the flesh the law of sin. What does the Apostle mean ? AU 
through this chapter he shows that we are justified by grace ; yet, after 
all, in the flesh, we are sinners-that the flesh is prone to sin. By the 
flesh lusting against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, the 
Apostle infers that whatever may be our positiorl' in the world, the 
flesh is flesh ; it remains unchanged; and it will remain unchanged 
until it pass through the grave. 

" In every believer two armies are seen, 
The new man of grace and the old man of sin." 

This is working inside the Christian ; it is the principle of God's 
grace that is put in the heart that causes this internal warfare. The 
Canaanite,dwells in the land ; the sons of Anak, it is true, overcame 
the poor Gadites ; but, blessed be God, the promise is that they shall 
overcome at last ; and this is the ground of their hope, that at last they 
will be delivered from the hand of their enemies, and it is the source of 
their comfort and peace. Hence the poet says :-

" Buckle on thy heavenly armour, 
Patch up no inglorious peace; 

Let thy courage wax the bolder, 
.As thy foes and fears increase." 

So that in all the daily trespasses of the Christian, and in all his many 
conflicts of soul, he is delivered from their penal consequences by the 
power of Divine grace. "Neither yield ye your members as instru
ments of unrighteousness unto sin, but yield yourselves unto God." 
For this fear fashions his servants in love to God, and prompts in 
them a desire to walk' in His paths. " For know ye not that to whom 
ye yield yourselves servants to obey his servants, ye are," &c. 

(1'o be concluded in our ne:i:t.) 

THE SHIELD, THE SURRENDER, & THE SACRIFICE. 
(CONTINUATION OF "THE PURCHASE AND TUE PRICE.") 

"Stretch 'd on the cross thy Surety hung ; 
Sustained thy heavy load : 

Washed all thy denclly crimes away, 
In streams of richest blood." 

HOW one's soul pineth for true and real fellowship with the CHRIST 
OF GOD, after travelling through mixed multitudes of corre

spondence, which often depress and unnerve the spirit ! Multitudes are 
gathering now together in special missions, in evangelising, and in 
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revivalising services ! But where truth is not maintained, one feels 
a jealousy not easily conquered. 

The last words of the dying, broken-hearted pastor to his deacon 
affected my mind. The poor man died, saying, " Touch not Mine 
Anointed, and do M:y prophets no harm." 

In the chief and first sense God speaks of His Own SON as "MINE 
ANOINTED ! " And the Deity did shield the humanity up to a certain 
and dreadful hour. From the moment the " Child " was born in Beth
lehem up to that dark hour a shield did defend Him. All through 
His thirty years of righteous and holy fulfilling the law, neither friend 
nor foe could touch the pure and glorious Son of God. 

" Touch not Mine Anointed" went with Him until he entered the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and there surrendered Himself, crying, "Not 
as I will, but as Thou wilt "-and, adding thereto, "the cup which My 
Father hath given M:e, shall I not drink it?" Until the hour came 
when" He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all;" 
until that moment the mandate was true, "Touch not Mine Anointed ; " 
but when " the hour was come," the shield is withdrawn foot that the 
Deity ever did separate from the humanity), the sword awakes; Satan 
usetb Judas to betray Him ; the curse, the spear, the malice of devils, 
the cruelty of men-all heaven, all earth, all hell appear now in one 
combined war against " the Man which is My Fellow ; " and not one 
moment's ease or peace could He find until, on the cross, with a loud 
voice He could cry, "It is finished ! " 

"Great was the price to Justice due; 
When Jesus would redeem His bride; 

Nothing but precious blood would do, 
And that must flow from His own side." 

" Touch not Mine Anointed " is a shield also for all who are in 
Christ ; but Satan and bis seed have ever been in terrible antagonism 
to Jesus and His bride ; and because they are so precious unto, and so 
highly honoured by the Eternal Father, therefore bath the adversary 
ever gone out to destroy, if possible, all the election of grace. As Abel 
had the true faith, and Cain destroyed him, so 

" Wherever Christ is in the heart, 
There Satan sends His fiery dart, 

And aims a deadly blow." 

And his apparent success in burning, blasting, and casting down the 
saints of God has been marvellous. What ? has God said, "Touch 
not Mine Anointed? " Alas ! alas ! ! alas ! ! ! how have devils and 
demons-in-man-form gone on to dash the Church of Christ to atoms ! 
We wonder what all this can mean : but there are vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction; there are vessels of mercy which He had afore 
prepared unto glory. Our one urgent concern must be to have proved 
within that we are vessels of mercy, for they compose the Church of 
God which He hath purchased with His own blood. 

This word " Purchase " or " Purchased," has a blessed companion
ship in the Bible. It is no mean, empty, or isolated term; and as I am 
convinced that our young people are being carried away on to the Good
win Sands-into a sandy and dangerous profession of sing-song and 
say-nothing sort of religion-I desire to show them that the faith which 
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was delivered once for all unto the saints of old, is the only spiritual 
power which can deliver them from the shadowy, glossy, and temporary 
theories of time, and the only power which can possibly carry them 
safely through this life, carry them peacefully over the otherwise untold 
anxieties and agonies of death, and the only power which can bear them 
up and bring them happily home to our Father's house in the heavens 
of life and glory. 

The ancient Israelites were the pattern-family, the typical army, 
the first visible worshipping congregation which the pages of Holy 
Writ opens up to our view ; and it is in the record of their history that 
we first meet with this corner-stone word, "Purchased; " and it was 
from that history, no doubt, Paul fetched his expression, " Feed the 
Church of God which He hath purchased with His own blood." 

My soul now goes fortli in silent sympathy with many who " all 
their life-time are subject to bondage through the fear of death." Let us 
for one moment, this month, look at this word " Purchased" in its new 
covenant relationship, as it came out in the song which Moses and the 
children of Israel sang unto the Lord after they were brought safely 
through the deep parts of the Red Sea. Speaking of Israel's enemies, 
the happy choristers said, "Fear and dread shall fall upon them ; by 
the greatness of Thine arm they shall be as still as a stone ; till Thy 
people pass over, 0 Lord, till the people pass over, which Thou hast 
PURCHASED." How extensive and complete are the connections 
of the word in this fifteenth of Exodus. The whole of the blessedness 
predicted by Moses as certain to come to the people is ensured and 
secured by this one great term, "The people which Thou hast pur
chased." This brings them out of the land of Egypt, this brings them 
out of the power of their enemies, this brings them through the dread
ful deep, this brings them home to God. 

Do the fears of death now bind thee ? Do thine own sins, thy old 
sins, now fursue thee ? Do they threaten thee, as Israel's enemies did, 
saying, " will pursue ; I will overtake ; I will divide the spoil; my 
lust shall be satisfied upon them ; I will draw my sword ; my hand shall 
destroy them ? " Formidable and frightful foes these ! And when 
poor Israel saw and heard them, they murmured and were in great 
terror. 

Thousands of believers are terrified in their souls, like this, when 
left for a season in the dark shades of unbelief. Their poor souls travel 
back over the whole desert of their sinful career ; and every transgres
sion utters a howling voice of vengeance and of death for ever. 

Ah, said one, upon a special time, 

" I've met with storms and dangers 
E'en from my early years, 

With enemies and conflicts, 
With fightings and with fears." 

But Little-faith immediately came to the rescue, and the poor pilgrim 
arose, singing aloud, 

"There's nothing here that tempts me 
To wish a longer stay; 

No! I must hasten forwards
No halting, no delay." 
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" But how can you hasten forward ? " 
"How?" 
"YeR !-how?" 
"Have not many hastened forward in delusion, by presumption 

and under nothing but natural excitement? "' ' 
"No doubt of that. But, like Israel of old, I was once a slave in 

Egyptian bondage. The Paschal Lamb and the Passover blood 
delivered me. I have never been dragged back into Egypt since. Then 
my old enemies came out after me, a thousand times more dreadful 
than they had ever been before. They drove me right on to the banks 
of the burning wrath of God. Hard sorrow and dread despair led me 
to wish I had died in the old land ; but after a time the Lord appeared. 
Yes! more glorious than ever. The deeps of eternal wrath disappeared, 
a power carried me on I My foes all vanquished ! Like Israel I sung, 
'Who is like unto Thee, 0, Lord? Glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, doing wonders ! ' And, indeed, they are wonders to me ; and 
these wonders have been done for and in me! For me to question His 
mercy would be wickedness more fearful than all sins put together I " 

" It is God ' doing wonders' brought me thus far," said this tried 
one. 

" What wonders are they ? " enquired a curious critic. 
" Electing love that did choose me in Christ, eternal union which 

made me one with Christ. Atoning blood, redeeming me by Christ
spiritual life which made me hunger for Christ. A living faith which 
led me to lay hold of Christ. A Divine revelation which unchangeably 
endeared Christ ; and a mighty, mysterious power which will never 
let me leave Christ. These are the wonders He has done in and for me." 

" DOING WONDERS ! " 
" Enough ! " said the examining critic. 
Now look at the crowning glories belonging to and yet to be realised 

by these purchased people. 
" Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine 

inheritance, in the place, 0 Lord, which Thou hast made for T_hee to 
dwell in, in the sanctuary, 0 Lord, which Thy hands have e~tabhshed." 
There with all His purchased people, " The Lord shall reign for ever
and e~er." * So saith the Word. So believeth, 

56, Queen's road, Notting Hill, C. W. B. 
Feb. 13, 1874. 

* See April for exposition of this cluster of blessings, 

DIVINE POSITIVES. 

"Now I know in part; but then shall 1 know even as also I am known."-1 Cor. x!ll, 12. 

" I know in whom I have believed; " 
.And though my faith is often tried, 

The mercies in the past received 
Assure me none will be denied. 

"I know that my Redeemer lives," 
.And that I live in Him by faith; 

The power this bleat assurance gives, 
Will make me victor over death. 
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"I know in very faithfulness," 
My God has oft affiicted me · 

'Twas not in anger, but that gr~ce 
In me more manifest might be. 

I know this tenement of clay 
Must shortly sicken, droop, and die; 

I know not the appointed day, 
But wait for it without a sigh. 

I know the law has lost its claim 
To curse, condemn, or sever 1ne 

From Him whose breast-plate bears my name; 
Who from all bondage sets me free. 

My prayers are answered ere I call ; 
.And whilst I'm speaking God doth hear ; 

Yet when upon my knees I fall, 
I mingle confidence with fear. 

0 may these knowings be to me 
.A banner'd host through all life's road ! 

Then vanquish my last enemy, 
.And land me on the mount of God .. 

Totteridge, Herts, February 14, 1874. 
RoBERTus. 

PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS. 
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"Providence.'' The word means,-1,, don: S. W. Partridge and Co. This new 
seoing before: 2, making provision and monthly represents the higher Christian 
arranging for the future. This intelli- life as one of perfect victory over every 
gent article, with others both pious and known sin, and of uninterrupted commu
pretty, are in Home Words for February. nion with God. We have only as yet 
Nisbet and Co. glanced over the pages of this well-

Zion's Witness for February has more executed paper. "\,Ve feel a jealousy 
variety, while the articles are as choice ' respecting two things. The first thing is 
as ever. Mr. Wilcockson is coming out an implication that victory over sin, 
largely as a Reviewer, and his criticisms, unbelief, bad tempers, and the other hosts 
evidently flow from a discerning, faithful, of evils is gained by the Christian raising 
ancl independent mind. Published by R. ; himself up into this higher and holier 
Banks. I state of living in this world. The second 

The Ohrist-ian is sent us now every I thing is the silence of the writers respect
week. " Go ye out into the highways and ' ing the sovereign and essential power of 
hedges '' is work somebody must do; such I the Holy Ghost in the soul, without whose 
gentlemen as Dr. Cumming, and Dr. 1 indwelling and revealing, a profession of 
Frazer, and other logic11l theologians 'godliness can be but 11 name to live, while 
would not like to go and do 11s some of the working in us mightily may not be 
these Revivalists do. We do not suppose: found. It is quite possible for gentlemen, 
they convert everybody, but they influ- ! for scholars, for eloquent orators, for 
once multitudes, and we hope, that while highly-gifted moral philosophers, and 
they are gathering fish of all kinds, God others to mark out a new (so-called) 
the Spirit pioks out the good fish, who • Oliristian Pathway, and to gather out 
only can live in the river of water of life; portions of the Word suited to justify 
all the rest, as bad, dead, and unholy fish, their premises; and yet the vitalizing 
must be cast away. Mav we be found in link may be wanting. This foreign im
Christ the Lamb and k~ow Him in His portation of a new mission we look at 
glory. .Amen and Amen. with much oaution. 

The Oh1·istian's Pathway of Power. Lon- Publications.-The lnte·rpreter, by C. H. 
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S., part. XIV., is like a garden of nuts. 
When time and space permit we desire to 
gather a fow for our readers.-Tl,e Arrow 
o.f th~ Lord's Deliverance, by W. R. Aik
man, is the book for living souls to read. 
(Houlston's). - "Free-Will, a Paying 
Creed," is exhibited by the Pewsey Cor
respondent of the Gospel Mag. in plain 
English. Joseph Irons said, " Free-will 
is the life-blood of Popery." How many 
thousands are hood-winking Christ's Gos
pel now ! And us poor fellows, who are 
compelloo to tell the truth, are likely to 
be stoned to death, not as Stephen, with 
literal stones, but with the hard words in 
secret of the false tongue.-Brother Wm. 
Flack is giving us his life in Chr-istian 
Pathway. No. II. is ready at our office. 
It is simple, very sweet reading, and 
opens up schools of adversity which have 
fitted him for his work.-Wh.7/ Baptize an 
I,ifant? by A. M. Stalker. Why, indeed? 
What Scripture-what sense-what bene
fit-what real meaning can there possibly 
be in sprinkling the dear babe and making 
it cry? It is one of the many things 
which people do because it is the custom 
of the country. How the people are 
priest-led! The vail is truly cast over 
all nations! Alas! for poor England's 
religion now.-" The New Plants of the 
Past Year" is a suggestive paper in Shir
ley Hibberd's Gardener's Magazine. This 
original, beautiful, and illustrative weekly 
paper is a boon to thousands of people. 
We, under-gardeners, may ask how many 
new plants have we been instrumental in 
planting during the past year? Shirley 
Hibberd says, "there has been a lull in 
botanical explorations." What a fearful 
lull there appears in most of our gardens! 
Are we all as active, as earnest, as zealous, 
as fervent in wrestling as we should be? 
Conscience says, No. "Awake, awake, 0 
arm of the Lord!"-" The Present Posi
tion of Calvinism in England " is the first 
paper in February number of The Sword 
and Trowel, with Toplady's Last Memento, 
and other useful articles. We have com
menced a notice of the Calvinistic contro
versy. We are glad the Arminian gentle
men are firing at Master Spurgeon. He 
is not afraid to meet them. If our men 
have any real love for Christ's Gospel 
and honour, they will sure! y come out 
some day. 

The Christian Standard. Mr. Gordon 
Forlong has issued an address calling for 
help to continue and increase the circu
lation of Mr. James Grant's weekly paper 
in defence of our great Protestant cause. 
We, in our humble way, went forth in 
this great fight many years since; in fact 
several efforts from the press have we 
made, but our losses were heavy. It ap-

pears Mr. Grant cannot yet establish The 
Chr-istian Standard on safe premises. 
~rdon Forlong will obtain help, and in 
time Mr. Grant may reach the desired 
haven. His zeal and ability, his experi
ence and devotedness to the good cause 
must surely command a large reward in 
due season. But the immense number of 
publications in this day, the quantity ex
pected for a penny, and the almost uni
versal disregard to God's holy truth ren
der enterprizes like Mr. Grant's 'more 
dangerous than oan easily be conceived. 
We bought this experience dearly. 
. ~ spl~ndid Bridal J'.air of engravings 
1s given m Our Own Fireside for Feb. A 
Norwegian grandmother presides over the 
work of her daughter who is placing the 
bridal crown upon the head of the eldest 
grand-daughter, while the opposite page 
shews us brid~groom an~ bride leaving 
the church amid the music and firing of 
th? group without. That great, grand, 
bridal morn is yet to come. When the 
Eternal Son of God will receive His own 
Church as a glorious Church, not having 
spot or wrinkle, and on presenting her to 
Himself, the prophetic anthem shall bur2t 
forth, "Alleluia, for the Lord God Omni
potent reigneth. Let us be glad and 
rejoice and give honour to Him, for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and His 
wife bath made herself ready." 
Who can the glories of that clay conceive? 
Of it we read and we believe, 
But till from earth we pass away, 
Till God shall usher in that day, 
Its perfect honours we can never know. 

Owr Own Fireside gives a paper by 
Dr. Moore on Training Children, which 
every mother might read and practice 
with considerable advantage. 

The Academy is a high, first-class, liter
ary, scientific, and artistical journal, with 
reviews of some of the best books in the 
upper circles. The amazing heaps of new 
books advertised is astonishing. What 
multitudes of writers, printers, and read
ers this little island must contain. Our 
schools and colleges are yearly producing 
thousands of clever writers; our printing 
machines are issuing millions of copies of 
new books and serial publications; but you 
may examine them by wholesale and not 
find one testimony in favour of Christ's true 
Gospel. England is becoming a wise and 
learned nation in all the branches of 
literature-with one exception. 

"Dr. Manning's Theology and Chris
tianity; the Troubles of the Church
their Cause," and other bold, daring, in
disputable papers are given in the Feb. 
number of Tl,e Monthly Record of the 
Protestant Mission, whose offices are now 
removed to 5, Racquet-court, Fleet-street. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
GREAT MEETING OF THE SURREY TABERNACLE BENEFIT SOCIETY, 

COMHEUORATIVE OF ITS THIRTIETII ANNIVERSARY. 

( By our Special Corre,,pondent.J 

TUESDAY, February 3, 1874, was a day beautiful Kentish apple tree when the white 
long to be remembered by the friends and blossom crowns and clothes it, stood head 
members of the above valuable in8titution. and shoulders above some of the little ones to 
That immense and handsome building was whom he was recounting the trials and 
thoroughly well-filled on the basement soon victories which had attended his path for 
after three o'clock, when Mr. Thomas Brad- forty years or more in the ministry. I That 
bury, of Chesterfield, delivered a discourse pleasing but rather venerable John Parsons, 
on those words of God'a own speaking by of Brentford, and others, were drinking in 
His ancient servant the prophet Zephaniah, ' good Thomas's expositions with mingled feel
" The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is : ings of joy and grief-all expressing strong 
mighty: He will save; He will rejoice over persuasions that our Lord and Master would 
thee with joy; He will rest in His love: He, for His servant yet appear. 
will joy ov~r thee with singing." Many I In another group, like a tower of strength, 
hundreds of true. Christians-ministers and uprising high, we saw that careful student 
members of churches from all parts of Lon- and edifying expositor of the Bible, John 
don and the country- listened with keen Inward, of Irthlingborough, with bis loving 
discernment and holy feelings to the sermon brethren George Webb, J. Bennett, J. Clinch, 
by Mr. Bradbury. of Down, and that deep-toned archdeacon of 

Not far short of one thousand persons were the Huntingtonianschool, Mr. E. Page, from 
served with tea by Mr. H. Philcox; but as the London road. "Young Pascoe," as we 
only five hundred were expected to be present, used to call him, and the judge-like William 
there was some sharp work to get all supplied. Flack (editor of the "Christian Pathway"), 
The crowds of happy faces convinced us the with the humorous Bermondsey bishop, R. 
friends had come together not so much for A. Lawrence, R. u. Edwards, Henry 
the tea as for a loving· sympathy with the Myerson, thepatientJabezWhitteridge, with 
Society in whose interest these special_services their fellows, were also freely discussing the 
had bee11 convened. And when in the even- topir.s of the times as regards our Churches. 
ing we surveyed the gigantic army filling Screwed up in a bye-passage, stood Thomas 
every part of the Tabernacle-seats, platform, Bradbury, holding the Editor of The 

· galleries, aisles, &c., we could not possibly I Earthen Vessel by the collar, as though 
resist the feeling· that there is yet hope for. something serious was on the carpet-when 
England, hope for our Churches, and hope: up comes Tobias Tadpole, to comfort good 
that the Gospel ot a Triune Jehovah will yet' Bradbury's heart, and at the same time to 
spread wider and further, and strike its roots; frighten (if he could) the Erlitor, by telling· 
deeper and deeper in the hearts and affections of some wiseacre who had made the marvel
of tlie rising generation, and in the souls of Ions discovery that it was the Egyptians and 
millions yet unborn. "Truly," to ourselves not the Israelites who were immersed in 
we said, as we again surveyea the splendid ancient times. Mr. Bradbury, looking like 
building called "The New Surrey Taberna- a barrister at his friend Tobias, and referring 
cle," in Wansey street, in the Walworth to the Editor, said, "he has too much good 
road, "Truly our beloved brother, the late sense to meddle with that." 
James Wells, achieved a grand triumph in Suddenly, in the midst of the varied Con
building and lea,·ing entirely free such a vocation, came Mr. Chairman, Albert 
noble temple, in which some two thousand Boulden, Esq., and Mr. Secretary R. Banks, 
persons may together meet, and pray, and kindly inviting all, at once, to follow them 
praise, and hear the glad tiding-s of salvation on to the platform, where the large throng 
finished, full and free to all who shall into of worshippe1-s and witnesses were waiting to 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, believe. unite in the holy service of the evening. 

Between the services there was a variety Beautifully printed programmes, with the 
of Conferences holden by the many ministers bymns to b_e sun!\",.and a. brief stateme~~ of 
who had assembled in the vestries. We were the financial pos11lon and benefits :msmg 
astonished to see how study anxiety, hard- to the members, were freely circulated. 
work and the course of yea:-S had " aged " Mr. Boulden read the first hymn, 
many of the faithful servants of the Lord " Now to the Lord a noble song." 
whom once we knew in the sprightliness and: 
vigour of their youth. As no barriers were Mr. J_. Inward went to the thron_e of 
placed in the way, we quietly surveyed the grace with a pray~r, comprehe~s!vely 
different p:oups and we could not help representmg all the desires and necess1t1es of 
listening to a f,;w of the amusing remiui- • the Society in particular, and of the whole 
scences flowing so freely from the lips of these family of God in general. . 
sturdy divines. I Mr. B?ulden t~en opened _th_e busmess of 

Thomas Stringer, like a full-grown and . the evenmg-hopmg the m1111Sters would 
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follow the key-note which liis friencl, Mr. 
Inward1 had struck in prayer, ".TESUS 
ONLY,' as the theme of all their adclresses 
after the claims of the Society had been laid 
before the meeting. 

The brethren George Pung· ancl R. C. 
Bardens each read verses of Duncan's 
universally-beloved 

"All hail the power of Jesu's name.'' 

The Chairman then called upon the 
honoured Secretary, Mr. Robert Banks, to 
read a report, which he did with clearness of 
enunciation and earnestness of feeling eN
listing and calling· forth the sympathies and 
applause of the vast concourse of persons
who thereby learned the origin, the steady 
progress, the practical and powerful blessings 
resulting from, and the present solid position 
of, the Surrey Tabernacle Benefit Society
which has now for full thirty years been con
ferring seasonable aid to its members in their 
times of affliction and bereavements. We 
understand that report - that historical 
biography-will be published in a separate 
torm ; hence the mem hers, one and all, will 
only be doing their duty by procuring copies 
of the same, and circulating them to the 
utmost of their power, thereby most extensive
ly ventilating the true status of an institution 
which every faithful minister of Christ should 
recommend the young and strong men of his 
flock to join and to support. 

Mr. Boulden called upon their friend 
Charles Waters Banks to address the meeting, 
who immediately mounted a chair, and in 
about ten minutes spoke to the friends some
thing in the following order:-

Mr. Chairman and Christian Friends,
! have known something of this Society from 
its commencement; I knew Mr. Barnes, 
Mr . .Alder, and some friends who were in the 
Surrey Tabernacle before Mr. Butt, or Sir 
John Thwaites, or most of the present 
leaders of this great house were found there. 
I am glad you have prospered, while so many 
kindred Societies have fallen, or are falling 
into decay. Why isit you have so prospered? 
Because, in the first place, it must be 
admitted your Society is based upon the 
soundest of all principles. I venture to call 
the Surrey Tabernacle Benefit Society a 
SOC"ND Institution. See the inscription on 
her banner; read her note, "Every person 
desirous to be admitted a Member of this 
Society is required to assent to and hold the 
following doctrines:-That is to say, absolute, 
free, and eternal election; predestination ; 
full, free, and firushed redemption by the work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; the doctrine of 
imputed righteousness; and the effectual 
calling, teaching, and final perseverance of 
the saints to eternal glory, by the invincible 
operation of the Holy Spirit." That is surely 
Calvinistic enough for the more matured 
Christian! It is not Colvinistic simply; it is 
a summary of that which Paul caJ!s "The 
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief Corner 
St.one." I have known and dearly loved 
these essential doctrines of God's Gospel now 
for forty-five years, and nothing by grace 

divine can shake my faith in them. I do 
not know that this is a Strict Baptist Society, 
therefore, Mr. Bradbury, Mr Baxter, or 
Mr. Wilcockson mig·ht have belonged to it; 
but in n Gospel sense it is a BOUND Societ.y. 
It stands out for God's Holy Truth ns no 
other Society does in all this world; there
fore, the God of Truth will prosper it; that 
is to say, if the members do, in heart and life1 
hold fast to those God-like and God-revealed 
principles, which they must sav they bold 
and as.sent unto. Why has 'the Surrey 
Tabernacle Benefit Society prospered? 
Because it is practically a scriptural, a 
charitable, a Christ-like Sociely. There are 
not a few who assent to the doctrines you 
hold who count it a sin to belong to such a 
Society, because the Saviour said, "Take no 
thought for to-morrow." But Jesus never 
meant a man was to be idle, careless, and 
indifferent as regards providing for the neces
sities of this time-state. Nay, three things 
comprehend the Saviour's meaning: (1) 
" Trust in the Lord." Without a living 
faith in our Lord Jesus, nothing is safe; then 
(2) "Do good," in a spiritual aad in a 
temporal sense; use all the scriptural and 
lawful means for the benefit of your sous! 
your bodies, and your families, for time and 
eternity; then take no desponding thoughts 
for to-morrow; for (3rd) the promise to 
you is, "and verily you shall be fed." Paul 
to Timothy on this point is most conclusive. 
I have read his expression, as rendered in the 
Syriac, where the Holy Ghost, by Paul, 
says, '·' If any man provide not for bis own, 
especially for the children of the house of 
faith, such a man denies the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel." This Society may b~ 
called " the House of Faith," and its mem
bers may be called " the Children of the 
House of Faith;" for every member aims at 
two things : first, to provide for bis own in 
the time of need, and also to help " the 
Children of the House of Faith," when they 
are in affliction. Noble Institution, indeed. 
C. W. Banks said, this Society is, professedly 
and practically, Godly and God-like, inas
much as it g·oes upon the principle of 
m3king provision for the consequences of the 
fall. Our heavenly Father loved His people 
from all eternity, for He knew the fall would 
bring upon them the sorrows and trial~ con
sequent upon sin; therefore, He made a 
previous provision for them. He set up 
His SON as their covenant bead, and chose 
them, and shut them up IN CHRIST. He 
set up His covenant of grace, full of 
divine purposes and of great and precious 
promises. So, the members of this Society, 
in their humble measure, make provision for 
the consequences of the fall. A ?ood anel 
godly member of this Society says, ' I believe 
I am in Christ, and shall be in glory; but as 
a fallen creature in the first Adam, I know I 
shall some day be sick and afflicted, and some 
day I must die; therefore, while I have 
health and the means, I will make what pro
vision I can; this is not distrusting God : it 
is simply availing ourselves of the opportuni
ties a kind Providence places within our 
reach, for making provision against a rainy 
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-dny. Why hos the Society prospered ! 
Because it is conducted upon BAPE princi
ples. Your honoured Secretary ( and I have 
,known him some mnny years now) sent me 
this morning{ n copy of the Rules, and I 
hnve cnreful y digested them. I see the 
·nmount paid to the members is regulated ac
cording to the amount of the Society's capital· 
therefore, it is of the utmost importance that 
-every member do his best to keep up the capi
tal of the Society i and this may be done, first, 
by pouring in to its ranks all the good, hearty, 
and truly-believing young men you can find; 
.and secondly, by not throwing yourselves on 
the funds when you have sufficient of this 
world's goods to enable you to do without it. 
I have been a member of the United Kentish 
Britons about forty years. When I get a 
ii_ eeling of being ill upon me, do I throw my
self upon my club 1 Indeed, I do not. But 
I have known some, who are well provided 
for, and yet when a little poorly, down they 
come upon the Society's funds. I think true 
<Christians should not do so. I will sit down 
and make room for the great men, by simply 
affirming that the Society has prospered 
because it is conducted by honourable and 
-Christian men. May it prosper a thousand 
times more. Amen. 

Mr. Thomas Stringer, in his address, paid 
a solemn and grateful tribute to the memory 
of the late pastor, Mr. Wells, hoping the 
-Church there would remain faithful and 
useful, and incre<:se more and more. 

Mr. Albert Boulden, the Chairman, very 
distinctly affirmed that himself and his 
brethren were as firm in their faith and as 
steadfast in their order as ever ; and next 
Wednesday week they expected some would 
be baptized in that place. 

Mr. George Webb, Mr. R. A. Lawrence, 
Mr. H. Myerson, and others, delivered 
appropriate speeches, but the little time given 
to each prevented much enlargement. 

Mr. Thomas Bradbury gave a correct 
-exposition of the Saviour's words, "Take no 
thought," etc., and was earnest in his hope 
that the officers of the Society should do all 
they did for the glory of Christ; then it must 
be blessed to enter the rooms of the poor 
afflicted members of Christ's mystic body, 
and administer unto them iu their hours of 
weakness those things which might comfort 
them in body and in soul. 

"For ever wltll the Lord." 

Was sung by the whole congregation stand
ing, which had grent eifect. 

Mr. Clinch (of Down) proposed, Mr. 
H. Hall seconded, a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman. 

Mr. Boulden briefly declared be bad done 
nothing to merit their thanks; still, while 
he was pleased to serve the Society, he was 
also thankful to them for their good feeling 
-towards him. 

We all desired to thank the Lord for what 
may be termed the continuance of a seed to 
1ierve Him in the New Surrey Tabernacle. 
A thousand solemn thoughts filled our mind, 
when we silently asked, Where is James 
Wells, John Carr, John Thwaites, Edward 

Butt, and many, many others, who once 
mingled their songs and their sighs with the 
Surrey Tabernacle worshippers? They are 
gone. But the fruit of their labours, the 
answer to their prayers, is seen in the contin
uance ot the brethren Beaeh, Mead, and 
Lawrence; and to the raising up ot such 
earnest men as Albert Boulden, Thomas aud 
Ebenezer Carr, and a multitude we cannot 
number even here. Praise ye the Lord 
for all these uprisings of godly, good, 
and devoted men, to perpetuate, instru
mentally, the worship of His name, in con
nection with a sound1 faithful, and Christ
exalting, Gospel ministry. With longing 
and loving reflections like these, we once 
more left the Surrey Tabernacle. May its 
Church, its congregation, and its Benefit 
Society still go on and prosper in the best 
sense. Amen. 

"WHAT WILL THE WEST END 
COME TO?" 

"The other side! Ah, there's the place, 
Where saints, with joy, past times retrace, 

And think ol trials gone; 
The veil withdrawn, they clearly see 
That all on earth had need to be 

To bring them safely home." 

And "safely home " we pray we shall be 
found when a few more rolling suns have 
run their course, and " safely home," we 
trust, there are already gathered many of 
those ancient giants whose names and ser
vices in the Church below were as ointment 
poured forth. 

"Mr. Banks,'' says "an older writer, 
"our beloved minister, Samuel Milner, has 
resigned the pastoral office at Keppel-street, 
and the friends !,ave sent him £200, as a 
testimonial of their grateful affection for his 
work in their midst." 

Happy man! His race in the Lord's work 
has been steadily pursued, well sustained, 
and now, ere he cr08Ses over to the other 
side, he sits down to rest awhile, and £200, 
with all the other possessions which a suc
cessful ministry and a careful economy have 
poured in to his hands, will help to make his 
descent into the valley a little smoother than 
some of our poor, old, worn-out pastors find 
it to be. 

One Wednesday evening, between thirty 
and forty years ago, we sat in good Samuers 
chapel, in the Ratcliffe district, waiting to 
catch a morsel of heavenly food. The chapel 
was nearly empty; the stillness of death ap
peared to reig·n, or it was the sacred silence 
which precede; the dropping ot heavenly 
dew; the former was our painful feeling; to 
others it might be a season ot rich anointing. 
As we sat mournfully in a solitary pew won
dering when the people would come and when 
the service would commence, we saw a tall, 
well-proportioned gentleman walk in, with 
a cheerful and quick step, swiugiug a walk
ing-stick iu his hand, and soon iu the pulpit 
he stood erect, and gave us to understand he 
wa..• expounding the Psalms iu his week
evening lectures, and in nbriet, quiet manner, 
to the few present, he addressed some good 
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words. But was that the celebrated Samuel 
Milner? Ah ! we only guess that; no one 
never told us it was him, and, as we never 
met him at any meeting, never saw him in 
any pulpit, never personally knew him; we 
cannot decide for certain whether we ever 
saw the late pastor of Keppel-street or not. 
At any rate, !rom the serene, solid, and even 
com'!'e of his lile, we have said the old poet
aster of the Long Parliament would never 
dare to include Samuel Milner in his attack 
upon the ancient Nonconformists. In his 
rough style, the poet of 1640 said, 

""Ilat wonld vec lazte Brownists have? 
You rage anct' rnn away." 

Neither of these defects could be charged 
upon Master Milner. He took it easy; he 
stuck to his work, to his people, to his text; 
honours have crowned his brow, and a richer 
reward than £200 we hope awaits him "on 
the other side." 

The old Brownists had their answer for the 
pompous bishop of the Long Parliament, and 
in their answer perhaps Samuel Milner 
might find himself more :tt home. 

"Your lofty lordsbip tearmes us lazle, 
And runagadoes too ; 

But I could wish you bisho11s would 
But labour as we do. 

The Apostles of our Saviour Christ 
You plead you doe succeed ; 

And yet y,,u sta1...-e those souls which they 
Did labour for to feed." 

Keppel-street chapel was erected for John 
Martin in 1795. John's portrait represents 
him as a fine man-physically and mentally 
-ministerially and socially favoured ; said 
to be somewhat singular, and where is the 
man, who has a mind of his own, that is not 
singular in some section of his character ? 
Every minister the Lord makes is sure to be 
an original and singular being; in some 
things (not essential to the faith) he is as 
one by himself. Of good old John Martin, 
Cornelius Slim makes short work. Why, we 
know not. However, in 1820, John Martin 
dropped and left behind his once noble cabi
net in which he had lodged eighty Jong years, 
and now his spirit dwells where 

"Jeims reigns, the Life, the Sun, 
In that wondrous world above ; 

All the clouds and storms are gone, 
All is light, and all is love; 

All tbe shadows melt away 
In tbe blaze of perfect day." 

Between John Martin and Geo. Pritchard 
Keppel-street pulpit had many speakers, but 
they are gone and forgotten. George Prit
chard died in 1852; again Keppel-street had 
its fleeting stars. About 1856, Samuel Mil
ner settled there; now in peaceful musing·s 
he wait.s his Maker's nod. May the Lord 
fill his soul more than ever with the Spirit 
of Christ, and experimentally lead him all 
through that pathwav described by Peter in 
his second epistle, first ehapter, verses four 
to eleven ; then, his end must be peace in 
Jesus, and his inheritance "on the other 
side" the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. We 

never knew him on earth but by report; the 
question of knowing each other in !Jgaven is 
a matter which never troubles us. All truly 
saved souls are sure to know Jesus even ns 
they are known by Him. Thnt will suffice. 

" What is I.he West End Coming· to ! " 
must tarry until April; it may be noticed ii 
life and •tren!ith be given to C. W. n. 

Feb. 11, 1814. 

THE LATE W. GARRARD AND G. 
WYARD. 

By Mr. J. Flory, Bethel, Cheltenham .. 
DEAR MR. EDIT0R,-You have allowed 

several, and I must write n few lines for the 
praise ol the God of all g·race as manifested. in 
and through our departed brethren, who 
often with the poet sung : 

" Our journey is a thorny maze, 
But we march upward still; 

Forget these troubles of the ways, 
And reach at Zion's hill. 

There, on a green and flowery mount, 
Our weary souls shall sit, 

And with transporting joys recount 
The labours of our feet." 

So may the readers of the Earthen Vessel 
anticipate, with the Holy Spirit's sealing, the 
" rest that remains for the people of God" in 
the mansion of homes, " prepared and kept 
by the power of God." 

I first saw and heard Mr. Wm. Garrard 
in 1836, when he preached for my dear 
father at Lakenham, N orwicb. Mr. Garrard. 
pre1ched there before he went to Dunmow. 
Of that sermon one part fastened upon my 
mind. Mr. Garrard said, "Sensible, God
seeking souls were as scarce as ' white
crows; ' there were many professors sound 
in their heads but destitute of grace. Cut 
their heads off and all their religion was 
gone." This was a blow for me; I was a 
sound, high Calvinist; il he was right I was 
out of the secret. My soul was in trouble, 
and my own wicked heart laid hold of the 
"white crows." I was told there were none. 
I determined to ask him ; the exercise of 
mind I had, no tongue can tell. I believed 
him to be a man of God. Courag·e was. 
given me to ask him ; never will his kind 
yet sharp answer be forgotten : " So, you1:1g 
gentleman, you cannot get over the 'white 
crows.' God bless it to you. There are such, 
although very scarce; the expression might 
be strong, but it is true in comparison, and 
I was compelled to be very close; the 
Saviour speaks of the broad and narrow 
road." Mr. G. then opened up what a truly, 
spiritually, sensible sinner was: one who did 
not talk about sin and salvation only but 
one who felt his sins as a burden; who hated 
sin and himselt on its account, and yet could 
in no ;vise lift up himself, but who longed 
after salvation through Christ's finished 
work · who, in God's. own time, should and 
would realize salvation through " the blood 
of the Lamb." 

After this I was brought into soul-travail 
for nine months, was under the curse of the 
Jaw of God in my feelings and fears; without 
hardly a distant gleam of hope ; friend Gar-
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rnrd and his" white crows" were indeed felt, 
nnd often a dark, dnrk cloud in my feelings, 
but when deliverance cnme my soul rejoiced. 
Friend Garrnrd's sermon and conversation 
wos blessed to me. 

I have heard him once since in London ; 
we shall see his face no more in the flesh ; 
shall we, dear renders, see Christ face to face 
in glory everlasting? If we could commu
nicate with our brothers, we would say, 

"Toll him now you see his taco, 
We long to see him too." 

Now a few words about the late George 
Wyard,. He was a man of God and truth. 
The last time he preached for me at Squirries 
Street, London, he took those words for his 
text: "1 give unto My sheep eternal life," 
&c. He was shut up; the fact was he was 
very methodical, and he lost the thread of 
his subject; but he delivered precious truth 
freely, and the Spirit so applied it that the 
late Mr. Faulkner, and other friends from 
Soho, declared they had not he:ird him su 
well for years: "I give unto My sheep eter
nal life, and they shall never perish." What! 
never perish? No, never perish! What! 
never perish ? No, never perish ! What! 
never perish ? No, never perish ! for said 
the Man of God, "Sin is put away, justice 
satisfied; the blood has full atonement made; 
hell is vanquished, death destroyed, and life 
and immortality brought to light by Je~us 
who gave his life the ransom for the sheep; " 
and God the Father saith, " I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee; '' no, never ! no, 
never ! no, never leave thee or forsake thee." 

The unforsaking love of Jehovah he now 
experiences to its full and for ever. So may 
it be with reader and writer, 

" Fo1::~·! ~~t?et~t ~ord ; 
Life from the dead is In that word, 

'Tis immortality." 

ASKETT, BUCKS.-The good people 
here are pleased to be able to announce Mr. 
Buchanan has acceded to their wishes to be
come their pastor. He entered upon his 
stated labours, Lord's-day, Jan. 25, 1874, 
with every prospect of success. One of the 
chief difficulties in the way of Mr. Buchanan 
was discontinuing his services with his mucb
loved and olcl friends at Prestwood, where he 
has laboured with so much pleasnre for about 
ei!l'ht years. But although the Prestwood 
friends have lost his services, they still live 
in his affections and have an interest in his 
prayers. He feels the way open to him at 
Askett to be so signally of God that he dare 
not refuse. We trust the people at Askett 
will now ~ettle down in comfort with their 
new minister ; thut they will hold up his 
hands by their fervent prayers and hearty 
co-operation with him in every good work. 
Mr. Buchanan is yet but a young man, able 
and fit for work, and is never happier than 
when he is hard at it. He knows the truth, 
and loves to preach it; with him there is no 
compromi~e; what he lives upon and hopes 
to die upon, that alone1 by the grace of God, 
Will he preach. Suc11 are his own words 

and we believe in his sincerity. The follow
ing singularly plaintive but sweet and simple 
lines were composed by Mr. Buchanan. 
'fhey were not intended for publication, but 
simply handed to a friend; they have since 
been copied by one and another and read and 
sung by many of the Lord's spiritual children 
with peculiar plea~ure. If you give them a 
place in the VESSEL it would afford much 
satisfaction to many :-

LONGING FOR REST. 
FATHER, Jet me come to Thee, 
Where my soul would ever be; 
Free from sin and sorrow here, 
Glory with the saints to share. 

Son of God, 0 bid me come 
Up to Thy eternal home; 
Call me, 0 my Saviour dear, 
For I am a wanderer here. 

Holy Spirit, source of peace, 
Lift me to my glorious rest; 
Take, 0 take me to my home, 
Lift me to Thy glorious throne. 

Holy Father, Spirit, Son, 
Wondrous union, Three in One; 
How I long with Thee to be, 
That from sin I may be free. 

Come, 0 come, Thou power divine, 
Fill this poor, sad heart of mine ; 
While I stay a pilgrim here, 
Let Thy love my spirit cheer. 

If to Thee I must resign 
All I love, which ne'er was mine, 
I will bow to Thy dePree, 
Only let me come to Thee. 

HERTS.-The Churches of Christ in 
Tring and its surroundings are continued 
both faithful and fruitful. The cause at 
West End, Tring, with A. Baker's ministry, 
travels on peacefully; the Gospel is preached 
and souls are gathered in. Hallelujah! 

SUFFOLK.-A Traveller- tells tales of 
happy encouragement enjoyed in some of 
the churches in the East. At Ipswich, in 
Zoar Chapel, under 11-Ir. Josiah "'Iorling's 
testimony, he beard the Church bad been 
refreshed by witnesses declaring what the 
Lord had done for and in them. 

CAMBS.-True Baptist churches are not 
so scarce in Cambridgeshire as in some 
counties, but the membership is not so high 
as some counties which might be named. 
Have we, in any measure, lost that power 
which first gathers the people into congre
gations, and then uuitetb them to the 
churches? Considering the ability and 
number of our ministers, and the Iona
standing of some ol our churches, bow little,_ 
comparatively speaking, we seem to accom
plish. Our churches date back to 1760; lmt 
where the Gospel, without man's additions, 
is proclaimed our membership is small. O1:e 
church, in our chief city, has stood uear halr
a-century, whose members are not registered 
above 100. Bottisham Lode people had a 
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good New Year's meeting last January. I 
went ovPr from Cambridge to see and hear 
for myself. Chapel, galleries, and all parts 
filled up. Father Harris read and prayed 
sweetly .. c. W. Banks preached with much 
freedom ; the people heard gladly and sung 
beautifully. Master Woodrow! the minister1 
has been and is a useful man ; lle is esteemea 
and honoured. As we returned, we sung 
joyfully, feeling most certain that the Spilit 
of tbe lh1ng· God is yet in the wheels. 

"A LOVER OF CHEERING WORDS." 

"WHAT SHALL WE DO?" "WHAT 
HAS THE LORD DONE?" 

DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-1 thank you 
for the interest you have at all times mani
fested on behalf of the cause of God at Howe 
Street. I am glad to tell vou we are not 
-without hope that the Lord will again appear 
for Howe-street. It has been a hard struggle 
the last few years, and caused us much in
ward commotion; but the Lord is on our 
side. I will g-ive you just an outline of the 
Lord's goodness to us during the past year. 
You are aware our Mr. Burbridge was re
commended to us for a supply in 1872. We 
were not much moved at first, not having 
beard or seen his name in any publication; 
and as a burnt child dreads the fire, we were 
rather jealous; but, after much prayerful 
consideration, the Church requested the 
deacons to write and invite him to supply the 
month of January, 1873. He was al<o 
awaiting for the Master's call, and having 
his loins girt, his lights burning, and staff 
in han_d1 like Peter, ;vithout gainsaying, he 
forthwith came. 

We found his testimony thoroughly truth
ful, experimental, and savoury. We believe 
the Lord sent him. He continued to supply 
until we gave him an invitation on proba
tion ; and in the month of May, after seek
ing the Lord's guidance and direction, we 
called him to take the pastorate. He ac
cepted, and the Lord has been us ; but you 
know a cause cannot be continued (especially 
by a succession of supplies), without incur
ring heavy expenses. We were in debt, 
£46 lls. 3d., at the time when our brother 
took the oversight. This was a heavy bur
den. Our inquiry was, " What shall we 
do?" 

After much anxiety, it was decided, by 
the help of the Lord, to have about twenty
five collecting cards, and call upon the 
younger members of the church to go forth, 
the Lord prospering them, and bring in the 
proceeds at the anniversary, which was held 
November 25 and 26, as commemorative of 
the nineteenth anniversary of the formation 
of the Particular Baptist Church at Howe
street, Plymouth. Special meeting for 
prayer and thankfulness, and to acknowledge 
the Lord's goodness, was held on the 25th: a 
good season to many. In afternoon of 26th, 
Mr. Wale very kindly gave a service by 
preacWng from those words of David, " I 
am this day weak, though anointed king." 
After service about 150 sat down to a com
fortable tea. At seven o'clock evening ser-

vice commenced. Chapel was well filled ; 
brother Burbridge presided. Brother Foot 
sought the Lord's b1essing; brother North
cott read Psalm xlvi., "God is om· refuge," 
&c. Your unworthy servant wRs then 
called to give account of the origin of the 
cause, the Lord's suhse~uent leadings, and 
the present position. 'I he collecting cards 
having been brought in, I had the pleasure 
to inform the meeting that the very formid
able sum, which had been standing up before 
us as a huge mountainJ was now reduced to 
the plain figures of ;t:;6 and some few shil
lings. As one or two cards were out, we 
expected a further reduction. This was 
realized, filling the whole assembly with 
astonishment. I told them there was more 
to come to yet; the secret was between 
Jonathan and David, but my brother North
cott would now address them. I was certain 
be would complete in a workmanlike manner 
what I had very imperfectly tried to accom
plish. 

Brother Northcott then said that the Lord 
had arrested him by His power in that place 
(pointing to the very pew), eighteen years 
ago, and convinced him of his undone state 
as a sinner, and having many times since 
then blessed his soul, and having blessed him 
in basket and in store, he felt particularly 
attached to the place, and having profited by 
brother Bm·bridge's ministry, be could not 
help giving expression on this occasion to 
the feelings of his soul, and now a few of the 
friends with himself thought they ought not 
to forget the Lord's servant; he therefore 
begged to present to brother Burbridge, as 
a token of the Church's affection and esteem, 
the sum of £10. If ever a people were filled 
with wonder and delight we were then. 

Brother Burbridge suitably acknowledged 
the Church's kindness and said he was quite 
surprised although he was the last person in 
the world that ought to be surprised because 
the Lord had done such great things for him. 
He then gave out the hymn of good old 
Newton's:-

" Elljah's example declare;" 

and in right down, good earnest the people 
sung, and especially the words, 

I" When the Lord"s people have need, 
His goodness w!ll find out a way." 

Brother Carter, of Ebenezer, Stonehouse, 
next addressed the meeting very acceptably. 

Brother Cudlipp followed in a speech full 
of gocd admonit10n and congratulation. 

Mr. Wale, of Trinity, addressed the meet
ing, expressing his pleasure at being present, 
and also to see the success attendmg the 
meeting, and especially. as they had not 
forgotten the Apostolic injunction not to 
forget the Lord's servant. He called on the 
friends present from other churches to take 
an example from what they had witnessed 
that evening. He felt some satisfaction with 
the result of that evening's proceedings, 
although he was not with Jonathan or 
David in the secret. Yet he thought he 
had given the first contribution, inasmuch 
as he had been the first to recommend brother 
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Burbridge to the deacons, and that they had 
not been disnppointed. The meeting WM 
closed by singmg and prayer. 

I cannot forbear telling you, although our 
congregation is small, yet the Lord is work
inf!' by the instrumentality of our brother's 
mmistry. Three persons have already been 
baptized1 nnd two added fi:om other churches, 
and we nope, by the blessmg of God, to dip 
in the waters or believer's baptism two more 
old weather-beaten sheep, and some others 
to be received from another church. 

The Lord cause His face to shine upon you 
and give you peace. So prays yours truly, 

Plymouth. J. WESTAWAY. 
[ All glory to God for Howe-street, say 

we.J 
WOOBURN GREEN.-Knowing you 

take a deep interest in our welfare at Woo
burn Green, M more than twenty years since, 
on a memorable afternoon, you 1aid the first 
and foundation stone of our Ebenezer, I 
pen a note of our New Year's tea and public 
meeting on Monday, Jan. 5. In afternoon 
we held a meeting to lift up our hearts in 
thankfulness to our Lord for His mercies 
toward us during the past year, and to 
beseech Him through the current year still 
to show Himself in our midst, working by 
His irresistible love and power, bringing 
souls to His feet, and building up His saints 
in their most holy faith. At five o'clock 
many sat down to tea. Our public meeting 

·was presided over by Mr. Burgess, of Read
ing, who has spoken to us. He said our 
object was, first, as a Church and people, to 
acknowledge the goodness of God, both tem
porally and spiritually. Secondly, to in
augurate a subscription to liquidate the debt 
of £150, which is to us a heavy burden. 
About four or five months ago, brother Free
man commenced a penny subscription for 
this object, and that, with a small sum the 
friends at Reading sent through Mr. Burgess, 
amounted to nearly £7. We now issue col
lecting cards to obtain help. The chairman 
then called on our venerable brother R. 
Howard to address the meeting, who gave an 
interesting account of the rise of the Baptist 
cause in Wooburn Green, now more than 
forty years since. One or two other friends 

~
ke and our happy assembling closed.
ooburn Green cause lays near our heart. 

o people have more steadfMtly defended the 
truth, but they require help. Mr. John 
Dulley would thankfully receive and ac
knowledge donations to clear this debt. Men 
of God, who have the means, think of Woo
burn Green, near Maidenhead, in Bucks.] 

WESTERN WORDS. 
MR. EDITOR,-No doubt in your part of 

the country, ns it is down in this part, the 
fond dream of Christians hns been that the 
Hyper-Calvinists would die out, and when 
thought just dead (at least, it is so here) they 
look up, and exclaim, •• What do these 
feeble Jews? " 

We look to Trinity Chapel first. Reform 
has come at last; the first thing we have 
done, since Mr. Wale came, has been to put 

the Chapel in trust, in six mem hers' names; 
we have an Amei·ican organ, it improves the 
singing; we have thorough congregational 
singing. We have had extra prayer-meet
ings, and hope soon to commence a Sunday 
Sclaool. In the last two months we have 
had a course of lectures delivered by Mr. 
Wale, on five Monday evenings, at the 
Mechanics' Institute, to crowded audiences, 
hundreds not being able to get in. Subject: 
The Signs of the Times, M Precursor of the 
Second Advent; General Aspect of Protes
tantism, Spiritualism, Position of Papacy, 
Mormonism, Infidelity. These lectures have 
done an amount of good; his abilities are re
garded by the churches as necessary in these 
times. Surely the Lord God is with us; o~r 
Church was never in a more prosperous con
ditition. Recently, we had a tea; thirty 
tables were given: the proceeds were given 
to Mr. Wale, who delivered a lecture to a 
large audience, the Temperance Hall being 
crowded. 

Mr. Vaughan hM been ill for some time, 
but is pretty well now; he presided at a 
meeting a month ago at the George Hall, 
where a tea and bazaar was held for the bene
fit of Mr. W. Carter, ofEbenezer, Stonehouse; 
about £20 was the proceeds for him; not 
much shaking amongst the dry bones. 

At Howe Street, Mr. Burbridge is liked 
well. Two months ago they had a tea-meet
ing; they were free from debt, and presented 
Mr. Burbridge with £10. Mr. Wale has 
helped the cause all he can; preached at 
Ebenezer and Corpus Christi anniversaries. 
Mr. Collins is at Corpus Christi; had a tea
meetingand watch-night service on the 31st of 
December, well attended. 

Old Captain Anton, member of Howe 
Street, died, aged 93. 

Many thanks for your hint in the Earthen 
Vessel for young preachers. I have tried to 
preach extempore, with fear and trembling·. 
I love the truth. Prosperity to you and the 
cause of truth. Amen. E. 

HALLING-ON-THE-MEDWAY, KENT. 
MR. EDITOR,-! twill gladden your heart 

to hear of the progress of the Gospel at Hal
ling. For six years we have been pent up 
in a room as in the days of old, a church in 
our own house; many have been the petitions 
for our God to appear to provide us a house 
to worship our God in; every way appeared 
hedged up. In our Inst extremity, when 
to all appearance, we should be a scatter;;;! 
people, our God raised up a dear friend to in
tercede on our behalf; though we could not 
obtain a piece of land; yet, through our 
brother's perseverance, we have obtained a 
building, and fitted it up to accommodate 
and seat over 100 persons, at a cost of about 
£30; the poor of Halling have come to our 
help, and with promises and money received, 
the amount is £12. It any ot the renders of 
the Earthen Vessel have a desire for the 
prosperity of Zion, Halling is in need of help; 
for there never has been known to be a 
Sunday School; and, God helping, we pro
pose to open one for the good of poor little 
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children. Trusting this will meet the eye 
and touch the he~rt of our brethren and sisters 
in this our time of need, in can·ying out the 
object we have long desired and needed in this 
dark neighbourhood, so that we may still 
have the unadulterated truth proclaimed, 
and that our God will still bless us as He has 
hitherto blest His Word to the ing·athering ol 
precious souls lrom the rubbish of the tall, so 
that many souls may with us r~joice, is the 
desire of our souls. Donations will be thank
fully receh·ed by Yours in Gospel bonds, 

W. RAYNER. 
P.S. Some think, and say too, that the 

Baptists are d~•ing out. Let but those that 
think and say, look or come into Kent, where 
the Gospel of the grace of God is proclaimed; 
thev will find the seed springing forth on 
the· rig·ht hand and on the left; it is the 
truth that is wanted, and nothing but the 
truth will prosper, grow, and thrh•e, through 
the operation of the Spirit. Let the seed of 
eternal truth become planted in the heart, 
grow it must, grow it will; churches will 
grow in all opposition and persecution; the 
cause of God will grow, until Grace exclaims, 
the building is complete. W. G. R. 

HERTFORD-Ebenezer Baptist Chapel. 
Annual Thanksgiving Service was held, 
Tuesday, January 20, 1874. Interesting 
meetings were held. Mr. Samford, of Ware, 
Mr. Seeres, and others, all members of the 
church, gave encouraging and congratu
latory addresses. Before the close, the deacon 
presented to the pastor, Mr. R. Bowles, on 
behalf of the friends, a purse containing £20, 
as an expression of their love and esteem for 
him for his work's sake. Mr. Bowles made 
a few suitable remarks, expressive ofhis grati
tude both to them, and the Giver of all good. 
He stated that he had now entered upon the 
fourteenth year of his pastorate among them1 
and was thankful to say peace prevailed, ana 
some amount of prosperity was enjoyed. 
Their mutual love had not at all declined. The 
first new year's gift they presented him with 
in 1862, was £,5 ]0s. Every year since it 
had gone on increasing, until it had reached 
the present handsome sum. "Behold, bow 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity." 

THE NORTH OF ENGLAND AND 
SCOTLAND.-We have long reports of the 
larg·e gatherings_ of people1 a\l daf prayer 
meetings, preachmgs and smgmgs Ill New
castle and in Scotland. Not for a thousand 
worlds would we indulge one hard thought 
ol our Lord's work, Jet it be by whom it may 
be done. But when Alderman Johnson and 
Mr. John Vincent got the late James Wells 
to preach three sermons in the Town Hall of 
N ewcw;tle, alttough they used all right 
means, they could not get many to hear t~e 
Truth. We had four or five Sundays m 
N ewcru;tle · no great crowds came round us. 
Mr. Moody says some good thi.ngs; Mr. 
Sankey sings admirably; prayers and praises 
were poured forth among thousands. Our 
Lord only knoweth what it all doth mean. 
We watch and wonder. 

BAPTlSM AT THE SURREY 
TABERNACLE. 

ON Wednesday evening. Feb. 11th, t.he 
ordinauce of believers' baptism was adminis
tered to five candMates in this pince. Mr. 
Forman, of March, officiated on the occasion. 
The discourse was founded on the words of 
St. Paul to the Ephesian Church-" There 
is one body, nud one spirit, even ns ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; one 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism." On each 
of these heads, Mr. Forman was logical and 
thoughtful. No one could have heard the 
sermon and yet be in ig·norance of the subject 
on which it treated. The preacher IS a 
thorough-g·oing Baptist, who, nltboughhecan 
respect the convictions of others, yet he de
clared that as there was but one faith, so 
there was but one baptism-that of the im
mersion ofbelivers ; all other forms originated 
with the father of lies. He (Mr. F.) con
tended that all who made a profession of 
Christ, should be baptised. It was a mark; 
and if it acted as an incentive to carefulness 
of walk, so much the better. 

The discou-rse was listened too with marked 
attention. 

Mr. Forman then administered baptism to 
four females and one male. Seldom have we 
witnes.sed the ordinance conducted more" de
cently and in order." 

Having come up from the baptistery, Mr. 
Forman said he felt it a great honour to 
have been permitted to administer baptism to 
five believers in Christ on that occasion. 

BUCKS.-The minish·y of Mr. F. G. 
Burgess has been useful at Wooburn Green, 
and the Church invites him to preach during 
the next six months regularly. Tokens for 
good have been seen. The Lord clothe His 
young servant with heavenly lile and light i 
give him a spirit of wrestling prayer, a mina 
to penetrate into the holy mysteries of the 
grace of Christ, a door of happy and accept
able utterance ; may he gather in the 
wanderers, build up the weary, make the 
garden of the Lord to flourish ; glory shall 
then dwell in the land, and we shall heartily 
praise our covenant God. 

BIRMlNGHAM. - To my dear and 
highly esteemed Friends at the ~urrey Taber
nacle Sunningdale, Stoke Newmgton, Had
low, 'Balham, Peckham, and elsewhere. 
How often have we sung those words, 

"God moves 1n a rnystel"lous way. 
HI• wonders to perform." 

The dealin~ of God with His children ll!e 
indeed mysterious, but they are always m 
accordance with His divine mind and will. 
I am now awav from all ot you, whom I have 
sincerEly Joved~in the free grace trut~s of the 
everlasting Gospel; but have realised the 
Lord's blessing in opening a door in His kind 
providence for me: and I have not long 
been idle. it was the last Sabbath in Decem
ber after having commemorated the Lord's 
wo~drous death and sufferings, I took my 
leave of the dear friends at Stoke N ewington, 
where I was presented with a handsome 
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volume of Denham's Selection, bound in calf Spirit, in planting and exercising that same 
with gilt edges, which has, written on the humble spirit in tl,e hearts of his people. 
first pagc1 Presented to Mr. Roher! Howard, Brother Fountain followed with the words, 
by tlie Church worshipping at Mount Zion "Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst 
Chapel, Mathias Road, Stoke N ewington, in after Righteousness;" shewing the appetite 
affectionate remembrance of his ministry of a living soul for spiritual blessings, which 
during the year 1B73. G. V. Weight, J. N. only can be satisfied from Christ's fullness. 
Boreham, Deacons. December 28, 1B73. Brother Fountain opened the first service 
For all the kindnesses shown to me I feel with prayer. Each speaker spoke encourag
-deeply indebted to you. On January I, 1874, ingly to Pastor and people, there was deep 
I reached my destination, the busy town of attention paid; many declared they felt the 
Birmingham, and on the first sabbath was : season precious. On the following evening 
r,rivileged to blow once more the Gospel' C. W. Banks gave a lecture, in which was 
rrumpet and was enabled to speak from 1 shewn the impossibility of human learn
-those delightful words, "Trust in the Lord I ing, fitting a ma,, for the ministry, apart 
and do good; so shalt thou dwell iµ the land,, from the teaching of the Holy Spirit; also, 
.and verily thou shalt be fed." The place of bow the Lord bad qualified men for the 
meeting is in Charlotte Street, where a little ministry without scholastic training. One 
band, saved by sovereign grace, are united main feature which ran through the Lecture 
together, the future to me is unknown; here I was the Sovereignty of God. The chapel was 
are thousands of immortal souls; may the· crowded, the lecture highly approved, some 
oay prove that manv are the Lord's treasures, I expressed a desire to hear it again. The 
although now, to all human appearance, are proceeds of 1he two days were £25 13s. lld. 
indeed hid in the sand. I have no doubt I The Lord is still mindful ofus. Our enemies 
am brought here for something, but I must call our chapel a poor, mean place. Many 
leave all things in the hands of a covenant can prove it is a g·ood substantial building, 
keeping God. May you, one and all, be will hold 200 people, can easily be made to 
abundantly blessed, both with the upper and hold fifty more; any one measuring the 
nether spring, is the desire of yours in the chapel, and considering what it cost, will 
bonds of the new, unalterable, and everlast- conclude at once we have not wasted one 
ing Covenant. · R. HOWARD. penny. We thank the Lord for His good-

12, Church Street, Lozells, Birmingham. ness; He has blessed us beyond our expecta
tion; but we need help. To the Churches 
of Christ, we say, we think you ought to help 
us, for we are, yours, truly in Jesus, 

EARL'S BARTON.-"The Lord is on 
our side, we will not fear: what can man do 
unto us?" The opening of the New Strict 
Baptist Chapel, called Rehoboth, took place 
Tuesday, ,January 20, 1874. C. W. Banks 
preached from Psalm cxv. 12, "The Lord 
bath been mindful of us." In the commence
ment of the sermon, he shewed the reason 
why we separated from others in the village, 
and built this chapel ; our motive being a 
decided stand for the doctrines of free grace 
and sovereign grace. Surely, no text, or 
sermon, could have been more suited to our 
case, seeing we have been helped of the Lord 
in a most marked manner from the first day 
we started until now. Two hundred friends 
took tea in the hall. In evening at six, the 
chapel was crowded, friends from other 
causes visited us. The Pastor, W. Tooke, 
in opening the meeting, stated, that it was 
now two years since the cause commenced : 
that we had been interfered with by enemies; 
but the Lord had so mercifully ordered it, 
that those interferences had all worked for 
good. Also showing the Lord had directed 
the minds of the friends to him unanimously, 
and him to them, at the first commencement 
of the cause. The Lord has prospered 
them all through. Brother Inward gave us 
the meaning of those words, " Blessed are 
the poor in spirit," in a masterly manner; 
setting forth the work of the spirit. C. W. 
Banks spoke from the words, '' Blessed are 
they that mourn, for they shall be com
forted," shewing the difference between a 
general mourner and a spiritual mourner in 
Zion, etc. Brother Parnell, on '' Blessed 
are the meek," sweetly defined the meekness 
and gentleness of Jesus; also, the work of the 

W. TOOKE. 
Pastor of Earl's Barton Baptist Church, 

Northamptonshire. 

GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL. 
-After Divine service on Tuesday evening, 
Jan. 27, 1874, Mr. J. Jay requested his 
hearers to remain for a short time. An address 
was then read to the two deacons ( Messrs. 
Wellock and Taylor), congratulatory on thei:
emergence from the diflicJ,J]ties in which 
the church has been placed. The address 
was accompanied with purses, which with 
the warm and hearty wishes of their friends, 
must have formed no light weight to bear 
home upon their hearts and in their pockets. 
The doxology heartily sung closed this quiet 
but interesting proceeding. (Signed by) 

OUR CORRESPONDE:-!T. 

FIRE! FIRE! FIRE! A wonderfully 
kind brother writes to tell us that he will de
fend us so long as we abide by the Truth. 
Out upon such conditions! We abominate 
the idea of ever either skimming or shirking 
the Truth. We say to all free-will duty
faith, open-communion, aud doctrin:tl phari
sees in the world, as Luther said to the Pope, 
" I am ready ..to give up all men and all 
tl1ings, but, as for the Word>ofTruth, I never 
can, nor will let that go." There is a three
fold fire which has, more or less, been kept 
alive in the soul these forty-five years-the 
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fire of God's everlasting love to poor, guilty 
sinners: the fire of tl1e Holy Ghost1 and the 
fire of Christ's Gospel. To put out these fires, 
friends (?), foes, and fiends have done their 
utmost. They have never quen<'hed them yet. 
Pedantic editors, precise pulpit men, proud 
officers of the Church's cabinet, minister-led 
members-to you all we declare, God helping! 
we shall fire away, in the love of truth, til 
time with us sha11 be no more-although not 
a man, nor a relative, nor a friend stand by 
us. Those who can and will live upon a 
little cold cream, or a clear, cold moonlight 
ministry, or who are content to support a 
child, who has a few play-things which pass 
for Gospel; let them have them. Burning 
words from a burning altar, out of a burning 
heart! or, let us die and g·o home. Amen. 

DR. LIVINGSTONE, the enterprising ex
plorer, has fallen in the midst of his work. 
We had often sincerely hoped he would be 
preser,·ed in health to reac11 his home once 
more; but, like many others, his physical 
powers of endurance failed before the desired 
victory was reached. When travellingt half 
immersed in mire and water, death laid his 
hand upon the Doctor, and he could no longer 
hold out. Some day we may know more of 
his last moments: but we indulge the per
suasion that his long-wearied and arduous 
spirit now explores reg·ions more healthful, 
more glorious; free from dangers, discourage
ments and deaths. 

OUR CHURCHES IN THE EAST OF 
LO!<DON. - Inquiries as to where brother 
Thomas Steed will build his new chapel, we 
cannot answer. Jan. 27, brother Stringer 
and his friends, held annual meeting in Bethel, 
Wellesley street: a large company assembled, 
Gospel truth was proclaimed.-February 9, 
brother Henry Myerson celebrated the four
teenth anniversary of his pastorate at Shalom, 
in the Oval, Hackney road. A handsome 
presentation was made to him.-Feb, 10, new 
year's meetings were held in Speldhurst road 
Chapel. Mr. Bardens gave a spiritual dis
course in the afternoon; and other ministers 
~ake out of their own hearts in the evening. 
L We cannot see that any of our Chu:ehes, 
either in the East or the West, are manifestly 
prosperous. Why is this? Do w_e aim at the 
right object? Are. we filled -iy:ith the u:ue 
Spirit• Are we girt about with God-like 
and Christ-given strength ? Brethren, can 
we yet discern the thing wanting? Can ye 
point out the course to be pursued?] 

DR. MANNING, the Romish archbisho1, in his Lental, says, - " The days are evi ; 
Christianity is derided and denied. Christian 
Europe is sick unto death. It is a time of 
humiliation and sorrow." [Indeed in many 
of our eh urches there is sorrow ; but the fact 
is the nation was never more full of Bibles, 
a~d never did the ministers and people more 
depart from the doctrines, ordinances, and 
precepts of the Word, while the experience of 
graee as the result of theJioly Ghost's work 
in the soul is scarcely recognised. Have our 
party spirits and p,11tty jealousies grieved the 
Spirit ? Are we left alone ? ] 

UNICORN YARD CHAPEL.-Mr. Editor, 
-Can you inform me and other friends how 

it was that Unicorn Yard Chapel become lost 
to our denomination? I am told Mr. C. 
H. SpurJ?;eon obtained for you, from the 
London Baptist Bond, .£400 out of the pro
ceeds of that ancient house of prnyer. Is 
tl1is quite correct ? 

8.-A STRICT BAPTIST. 
Camberwell, Feb., 1874. 

[We know nothing· at all how Unicorn Yard 
Chapel has gone from us. Twenty years. 
ago we raised .£700 to put it in thorough 
repair, but not one farthing has ever come 
to us from the sale of it. It appears 
strange how it is, and why it is such base 
falsehoods can be put into circulation; but 
for over thirty years now has this trade of 
false slander been ca1Tied on against us. 
"S.," of Camberwell, ought to have told 
us who the gentleman was that told him 
of the .£400. And, in justice to the Bap
tist denomination, we ought to be able to 
show who sold Unicorn Yard Chapel, and 
whether another place has been built in 
its stead.-En.J 
AUSTRALIA.-The Sydney papers, with 

long letters between brother Daniel Allen 
and the General Baptist Association, have 
reached us. As a defender of the faith Daniel 
is too much for his opponents, but they will 
not confess it. When a man's faith is wrong, 
we consider him wrong altogether, and unless 
the Lord convince him of his error, the more 
be is searched and exposed, the harder he be
comes. Still brother Allen is much to be 
commended for his zeal, and for the ability he 
exercises in endeavouring to convert his op
ponents from the error of their ways, but he 
must limit his labours in that direction. 

MOUNT ZION.-" Is it right to desire to 
get any ' Shepherd 'from his flock ? " [ Our 
correspondent says, 'There is quite a strong 
feeling in our young friends for a young shep
herd." What is the will of heaven we know 
not, but the young ministers and young 
people are passing into what they consider an 
improved state of things. Our judgment co
incides with the conviction of grave men, 
which is this: that many ministers now study 
the Concordance, but they .dig not down into 
the bowels of the inspired mines. Memory, 
manner, and mental powers are useful, but 
no man can fill his discourse with the Holy 
Ghost's unction and power, and we fear the 
Spirit has been so grieved by the churches that 
He has left us to days of withholding. We 
hope the Lord will give us hearts to love, and 
pray unto Him to return.]-----~-

;ij{ arri:ng.e. 
At Hanover Chapel, Tunbridge Wells, by Mr. 

w. Webb, William Beach, Jun., son or Mr. W. 
Beach, of Chelmsford, to Sophia Harris, of Tun
bridge Wells. 

c!J.entgs. 
On Lord's-day, Fob. 15, Mrs. Jane Keates, the 

beloved wife of Abram Koates, of Moorland 
House, Loughborough Park, Brlxton. Aged 66. 

In loving memory or Sarah Glll,ofColnbrook, 
who departed this Ille, at Kilburn, December 
Dec. 27, 187 3, aged 44. InteiTed In the Cemetery 
at Paddington, Jan. 1, 1874. 



ltr. ~amts Janh's £tftltmtnf at 
!{otghalt. 

(His Sermon Concluded from our last.) 

His CoNVERSION : CALL To THE MINISTRY : MRs. KERSHA w's 
LETTER, INVITING HIM TO ROCHDALE, &c. 

"HIS servants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of sin unto death, 
or of obedience unto righteousness." Now here is an im

portant line of distinction drawn by the Spirit of God for the rege
nerate soul in ~hich is implanted the fear of God, whereby we avoid 
walking in those paths which God in His Word has prohibited. " For 
ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord ; walk 
as the children of light." Thus walking in all honesty and uprightness 
as in the day, and not in chambering and wantonness in the unfruitful 
works of darkness, spending their money for nothing, and their strength 
for that which does not profit. Neither the murderer, the whore
monger, the unclean person, the drunkard, nor the co-retous, who is an 
idolator, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
The fear of the Lord is that pure and clean principle which leads the 
soul in dismay away from such evils, so that they feel like one of old 
when he said, " How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God? " It is that resistless principle which says in the conscience, 
" Come out from amongst them ; touch not the unclean thing ; I will 
receive you, saith the Lord, and will be a father unto you, and ye shall 
be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." This is not 
written in vain. 

My dear friends, those that are led through the fear of the Lord 
are led to· put their trust in God, and to act in accordance with the 
preceptive part of God's Word ; they are blessed in their deeds ; they 
have peace of conscience in obeying the command of God. Yet, if any 
of these are overtaken, " we have an Advocate with the Father, even 
Jesus Christ the righteous;" and of the efficacy of His intercession 
the Church of, God has had proofs innumerable. They cannot, by their 
own strength, procure their own peace. The child of God after' the 
possession of this fear of God is liable to fall ; he may be left to his 
carnal inclinations in a fit of rebellion ; he may be exposed to a violent 
storm of temptation ; and a fearful pressure from the lust of the flesh, 
and so may fall ; but, thanks be to God, the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin. One says, " Thy law is exceedingly broad : I 
have seen an end of all perfection." Cursed is every one that con
tiuueth not in all things written in the law to do them. By the works 
of the law shall no flesh living be justified. In his epistle to the Gala
tians, the Apostle has very sweetly set forth the great truths of sal
vation. "Knowing that man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ; even we have believed in Jesus Christ 

VoL. XXX. APRIL, 1874.J H 
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that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works 
of the law." 

"The law is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ." It seizes hold 
of the dead conscience, quickens it, shows the soul its degraded state, 
its lost condition; it exhibits the righteousness of God to its view, 
and it afflicts the sonl with terrible apprehensions for the future ; but 
when God in His rich mercy reveals a free-grace salvation, when the 
blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ is applied with saving effect to 
the conscience, what a change takes place I Christ is made manifest as 
the end of the law for righteousness unto every one that believetb. 
That soul, in a state of inexpressible delight, will adopt the languageofthc 
text, and say, "Come and, hear, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you 
what He bath done for my soul:" the Lord Jesus Christ bath delivered 
my soul from the curse of a broken law ; from the domineering power 
of Satan, from the ruining influence of sin, from trusting in human 
power and vaunted self-sufficiency ; and from the awful apprehensions 
of a dreadful eternity, leaving me to recline with placid humility on 
the mediatorial work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessed be God, in speaking of these solemn truths, we are not 
talking about something of which we know nothing. No I but of those 
things which we have handled and tasted for ourselves of the work and 
Word of God. Our Lord pronounces some terrible woes against those 
who are trusting to their good works and doings : " Woe unto you, ye 
Scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites, ye who make clean the outside of the 
pfatter, but within is nothing but dead men's bones ; ye who strain at 
a gnat and swallow a camel." These are the severest woes in all God's 
Holy Word, and are pronounced against false watchmen. 

MR. JAMES HAND'S CALL BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD. 

It is now something like twenty-seven years since it pleased the 
Lord to quicken my soul It was about the year 1844 when the Lord 
arrested me as a sinner. I was for between two and three years in a 
,ery distressed state of mind ; sometimes I thought I should have lost 
my reason. Now, when I look back upon the way the Lord hath 
graciously led me, I am lost in wonder, love, and praise. My feelings 
at the time are fully set forth in the ninetieth Psalm, "Thou turnest 
man to de@trnction, and sayest, Return, ye children of men : for a 
thousand years in Thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and 
as in the night Thou carriest them away as with a flood." I believe 
that the Lord was secretly at work in my soul when I was from eleven 
to twenty-one years of age. Some real conviction had then seized my 
mind ; the Spirit of God was operating upon my conscience. I had 
been accue.tomed to break the Sabbath. My dear mother was a God
fearing woman; I believe I was a child of many prayers.. I was 
r~bhr,g op and dr>wn the i!treet, when, through the entreaties of my 
;t,U:.rn, J .-~ fodnl~ th gr, tt, the little chapel in the middle of Cam
~_,...;_,;?<o ~::~~, .£m:.ir,0°1Mr.; tl, f~r that WAT l!ffl'V~nt ,,r (fod, Mr. 
'1'!.o:v,.>, v~;z, Y:.h '::.!f,J:, 'JrJgi:,¼iif. "m~, frrn11 (JJ1U,am, 1/T J~laddmm, 
;r_ !~~1:fr<e. -w~rJ h" <1,,,pJ#-1 JJ.us }~ fJJt pra1,:r, ~ I gav1: }1im a. 
gl.ar.J.<;(:, rodJ an ~:~-fully WJ~um impr~ilm c.:awe •Jv~r my w1ul thHt I 
o<Jul<l n~,·er ,~z.trfoaw my11,elf frw,, until th~ bl.t~ioo bl()(Jd. of Christ wa11 
applioo to my ooni.eienee, and restor<-'<1 me to sweeL Goepel liberty. I 
wae in gr~t bOul-trouble; when it was morning I would say, "Would 
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to God it was evening I " and when it was evening, " Would to God it 
was morning." 
IM" Some companions with whom I was connected, persuaded me to go 
to the theatre to get rid ofmy trouble by such foolish amusements. My 
mother heard of it, and was in great distress on my account, and re
monstrated with me, and told me, "If I was determined to go to hell, 
she would not let me go without praying for me. I did not get any 
relief at the theatre ; on the contrary, I was worse, if possible. My 
soul was just in the position of David, in Psalm cxvi., "The sorrows of 
death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found 
trouble and sorrow. Then called I upon the name of the Lord : 0 
Lord, I beseecth Thee, deliver my soul." In His own time, the blessed 
Lord did deliver my soul. I was led to read that blessed portion of 
·God's Word, in Exodus xxviii., where it is recorded that the high priest 
should bear the names of the children of Israel upon the breastplate of 
judgment when he went into the holy place. I was led to see that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was the Great High Priest ; that He was the repre
sentative of His people ; and faith in me laid hold upon Him; I could 
claim him as my Saviour. Peace and pardon flowed into my conscience ; 
I felt the solemn truths uttered by the Prophet Zechariah to pervade 
my mind, " And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications, and 
they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn 
for Him as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness 
for Him as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn." 

Some months after the Lord manifested His pardoning grace in 
the remission of sin. My mind, for a length of time, was exercised in 
trying to solve that problem propounded to us in the Book of Job:
" How should man be just with God?" After much earnest seeking 
,the soul-comforting doctrine of justification by faith was revealed unto 
me. I say revealed, for it is a doctrine too deep and profound for 
unenlightened reason to grasp ; hence the necessity of a revelation. 
The above problem was made plain to the enlightened understanding 
by the application of the following Scriptures : " Knowing that a man 
is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justi
fied by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by 
the wQrks of the law shall no flesh be justified" (Gal. ii. 16). In 
-connection with the above came that soul-confirming declaration of the 
Apostle's, as recorded in Romans iv. 4, 5: "Now to him that worketh 
is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness." 

In January, 1840, I was led to embrace and attend to the or<linam:e 
of believers' baptism, in obedience to the comman<l of Christ, wl1crt 
He aayH, "If ye love Mc keep My commundmcntH." lfoi approvini.: 
Hmilo, I hope, wWl internally enjoyed while cdchrnting thut <livim, 
rite. 

Mn. lLurn'H 0Au •1·0 •r11v. M1N1H'rttY. 
What J lioliovc to be my cnll to tlw miniMtry oecurrcd uuo11L 18[>8. 

I wu11 then going to u ,-ituution in 11 villugo 110111· Oxford u11 muru1gur 
of' a bueinesa. Just us I got a 11ight ot' the plucc, 11 very 11triki11g 
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impression, couched in the following· words, was made upon my mind: 
"Thou shalt testify of God's truth in this place." From 1844 to 1858 
I was brought into conversation with some of God's people, who 
believed I should be brought into the ministry. Among others was 
that very dear servant of God, William Hatton, of Wolverhampton, 
now dead, and, I believe, gone to heaven and glory. When we were in 
conversation together, he said, " I believe you will have to bear testi
mony to the truths of God to men." This proved to be the case; for 
in less than twelve months, quite unexpected by me, a door was opened 
for me to preach His Word, and from that day to this the Lord has 
mercifully upheld me. 

Some time after this I ceased preaching for a while. I was in 
great trouble about my work. My dear wife said, "You will have to 
commmence preaching again." A door was opened for me. This Scrip
ture settled my mind : "The Lord shall guide thee continually, and 
satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones, and thou shalt 
be like a watered garden whose waters fail not." The Lord has upheld 
me by the arm of His power and love in preaching His Word ; He has 
sustained me in flame and in fire, and you know mine has not been a 
very smooth path; but, having obtained help of God, I continue to 
this day. 

You know my introduction to Rochdale, and what has transpired 
since. Having become your stated pastor, I thought right to' give a 
full account of my Christian career, and how I was called to the min
istry, which will, in some measure, account for my reading these 
precious words as a text this afternoon: "Come and hear, all ye that 
fear God, and I will declare unto you what He hath done for rriy 
soul." 

For seven years I followed my secular calling in a small town a few 
miles from Oxford. Five and a-half years of that time on the Sabbath 
I constantly preached the Go.spel of God's free-grace to a little com
pany there; and, at that same place, in the year 1863, I baptized in 
the month of February four persons in the river, in the presence of 
about 1,200 people. In March, 1865, I left those parts and obtained a 
situation in Manchester. I had been there but a short time ere an 
over-ruling Providence again called me forth to labour in His vineyard. 
My Sabbaths became fully occupied in supplying various churches in 
different parts of Lancashire and Yorkshire. Upon the first Sabbath 
in October, 1868, I accepted the unanimous call of the church at 
Charlesworth, Derbyshire, where for five years and three months I 
statedly laboured until my removal to Rochdale. 

The following letter will shew my first introduction to Rochdale ; it 
was sent to my late dear wife:-

A LETTER FROM MRS. KERSHA w TO MRS. HAND. 
"MY DEAR SISTER IN THE LORD,-May grace, mercy, and peace

be multiplied unto you and your dear husband in and through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

" My object especially in writing to you at this time is business that 
concerns your partner in life; but, like myself and Mr. K.,_I know you 
are one in the things of God and all matters connected with the wel
fare of Zion, and, as we are old friends, I send to you. At our last 
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church meeting supplies were mentioned for the pulpit while Mr. K. 
is at Sunderland the two last Sabbaths in July (D.V.), namely, 19th 
and 26tht •. Mr. Hand was mentioned, as some of the friends had heard 
of him.':,' Now I have no doubt he is engaged, but sometimes churches 
have given up a supply to ijerve us, as Mr. K. is well known amongst 
them. Will you ask him to do his best in the business and let me 
know as soon as be can: either the 19th or 26th will do. Only we 
shall want to write to the other supply chosen when we know the 
result. I am very glad to hear the dear Lord is making your husband's 
labours of use among the churches of the ever-blessed God. May he 
be kept very humble, for I have seen ministers destroyed by a little 
prosperity. May he be preserved from the many snares that beset a 
minister's path. We are such poor, weak creatures; it is often with 
us, as dear Hart says, 

' Seldom do we see the snare 
Before we feel the smart.' 

'-' Excuse my plainness. I hope you are in the enjoyment of health 
and the peace of God which passeth all understanding, and which will 
support our souls amid the most dark and dreary circumstances. Mr. 
K. left home last Tuesday and got to London on Friday; he is pretty 
well. 

'' So with kind love to you and Mr. H., 
"I remain 

"Yours' affectionately, L. KERSHAW. 
" Hope Chapel House, Rochdale, May 3rd, 1868." 

[The above invite was accepted. Mr. Hand's ministry was e:s:~eedingly useful. The 
sequel is found in the pamphlet published. Our Review of Rochdale, Hope 
Chapel, the Public Hall, &c., as soon as possible, with other sermons by Mr. 
Hand.] 

THE EVERLASTING SECURITY AND BLESSEDNESS 
OF GOD'S. ELECT. 

B Y MR. GEORGE B UR RELL, 
Of Beulah Baptist Chapel, Watford. 

( CONTINUED FROM p AGE 69.) 

[Having sbewn the Church's position in Christ to be one of safety 
and_ security, Mr. Burrell proceeds to say:] 

SECONDLY. It is a position of dignity and honour, as well as 
safety and security-higher-a more honoured and dignified there 

eannot be than they are in Him. They are not only sharers in His 
undivided and infinite love, they are sharers in all He has and is, 
" heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ." Le, us not pass over 
these wonderful words hastily or thoughtlese:ly, " a heir of God, a joint 
heir with Christ." Angels were elected in Christ, and confirmed and 
preserved in Christ, but they have not so high a place in Him, not so 
deep a place in His heart; they are not heirs but ministering spirits to 
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the heirs: they are His glorious creatures and servants, but they are· 
not His Bride-not His spouse-not His body ; but the saints are
members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones. He possesses 
nothing but that which they have a joint interest iu. 0, it is the 
privilege of the saved sinner, the poor worm who has crept into this 
great Rock, who has fled to Him for refuge, to look with wonder, and 
amazement lost, at the dignified position grace has placed him in, and! 
sing:-

".All that He bas and is, is mine, 
.And I with Him shall ever shino." 

Is it a dignified post to be a king ? He hath made us kings and 
priests. Is Christ the King of Glory, and is He married to her? He 
takes all her debts and liabilities : she takes all His wealth and 
property. Saint~ are His jewels, His special treasure ; He calls them 
by all the endearing names of love-" my love, my dove, my undefiled." 
What an honour we should think it to have a place perpetually in the 
warmest thoughts and affections of an earthly monarch. But this 
honour have all His saints ; His Church is the darling of His soul, the 
apple of His eye, sharer in all His glory and splendour, and partner of 
His throne. " Riches and honour are with Him, yea, durable riches 
and righteousness ;" and all this honour is made over to His saints by 
virtue of this most blessed and precious union. We take His name, 
"The Lord our righteousness;" we take His nature, we possess His 
very life. Everything out of Christ, which men call great and noble, 
sinks into utter insignificance and vanity, contrasted with the real 
grandeur and greatness the soul has in Christ. 0, as these things can 
only be estimated properly by precious faith; when faith realizes her 
h.old of this solid, substantial reality, she can and does triumphantly 
smg:-

"In Christ, 0, how the blissful thought 
Buoys up the hope Thy love bath wrought, 

'Midst change, and grief, and woe; 
Were crowns and empires mine to-day, 
I'd freely give them all away,-

For Christ, I'd ir.11 forego.'' 

But, Thirdly. To be in Christ is to be not only in a place of 
safety and dignity, but in a position of endless wealth, untold wealth, 
unsearchable riches. Who can enter far or deep into this interminable 
ocean ? There are heights, depths, lengths, and breadths in His love 
which passes all knowledge. Everything that is great, glorious, and 
grand, meets and centres in Him, the whole of God, all the p~rs~~s in 
God. "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. It 
dwelleth in Him : God was in Christ, and in Him for all His saints ;. 
all the perfections of God, all the majesty, infinity, purity, wisdom,. 
power, goodnesl'l, and love of God-all in Christ. It is the love of God 
in Christ Jesus, all the thoughts of God, all the purposes of God, all 
the heart of C'..-od, centres in His Son, and is made known and opened; 
by Him. " I in them and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect 
in one:" "all spiritual blessings." "Adoption," it is in Christ; having 
predestinated us unto the ad?ptio~ of childre~ by f es~s Chri_st un~o 
Himself. " Election," chosen m Him. "Ssnctification, sanctified m 
Christ Jesus. "Justification," by Him we are justified from all things .. 
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" Redemption," in whom we have Redemption. "Access to God and 
communion with Him," in whom we have boldness and access. 
"Liberty," the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. "All 
fulness," it- hath pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell 
-all grace, pardoning grace, calling grace, supporting grace, preserving 
grace, succouring grace, restoring grace, yea, grace to help in every 
time of need-all forms of mercy to meet all forms of misery. 0, to be 
in Christ is to be in that land where there is lack of no good thing-a 
land of brooks and water, of fountains and depths that spring out of 
valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, and vines and fig-trees, 
and pomegranates, a land of oil olive, and honey, a land where thou 
shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything that is 
in it; everything that is great, that is good, that is useful, that is 
sweet, is to be found in Christ in endless variety and plenty. In Him 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; all the promises of 
grace : they are all in Him, yea, and Amen. .All the glorious doctrines 
of the Gospel centre in Him, and derive all their grace, virtue, and 
sweetness from Him, by which they become not dry doctrines, but fall 
of grace, savour, and rich consolation : all the Gospel provision is in 
Him. Bread for the family for ever, He is the bread of life: water, He 
is a fountain pure, living and ever flowing: wine, His love is better 
than wine: milk, 'tis all in the Word, the incarnate Word of God, they 

. shall therefore suck and be satisfied : honey, Thy word is sweeter t~ 
honey; all the honey that drops from the Word and is contained ther!l9' 
is in Christ : all the fruitfulness and godliness that ever appeared in 
the world, or shall appear, is all in Him. " I am the Vine, ye are the 
branches." Being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by 
Jesus Christ, an endless spring, a continually rising fountain, the 
source and seat of all spiritual gifts. By Him ye are enriched in all 
knowledge and in all utterance; yea, the apostle sums up the inventory 
in a few and wonderful words, thus: " For all things a~e. urs, whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or · th, or thing11 
present, or things t.o come, all are yours, and ye are C st's, and Christ 
is God's." We shall therefore never travel over all our vast estate, 
never reckon or cast up all our wealt:h.. It is ,I kingdom, 'tis an 
inheritance, incorruptible and undefiled, and fadeni not away. Well 
may the inhabitants of this Rock sing and shout from the top of the 
mountairn1, for it is indeed a position of endless enrichment. If., 
precious faith, wrought in the heart by the Holy Ghost, we have be 
led hither, we may and must sit secure and sing:- • . . · 

"fm rich to nil the intents of bliss, • 
Since Thou, 0 God, art mine.'' 

I know, when led to contemplate by faith, even here, one's own 
interest in such unspeakable glories, the soul is overcome ana lost in 
holy wonder and joy:-

" The lustre or so bright a bliss 
The feeble heart o'erbears." 

It seems so great and too good for such poor sinful worms ever to 
hope to realize, but it is m.1t too great for the God of all grace to 
qestow : therefore, says onr rich and glorious covenant God in Christ, 
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" I wiH do all these things : I will magnify My grace and mercy, and 
it shall be to Me a name of joy, a praise and an honour before all the 
nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good I do unto them, and 
they shall fear and tremble for all the goodness, and for all the pros
perity that I procure unto it." These are but two or three feeble 
rema1:ks as to the blessed position in Christ : a position of endless 
security, eternal and never-fading honour and dignity, and a position 
of unsearchable wealth and enrichment. 

II. A few thoughts upon the condition as described in the text, 
" free from condemnation." There is no condemnation to them; it 
does not read-there is no condemnation in them ; those who are in 
Christ ,itally and experimentally, are all condemned in themselves ; 
yea, more ; they are the only persons in existence who are most ready 
to condemn themselves; the Pharisee justifies himself and most men 
will proclaim their own goodness-but a faithful man, who can find ? 
You will find him nowhere else but in this blessed position : he will 
never attempt to justify himself; at least he will not proclaim his own 
goodness-he condemns himself before God; as our God says, " You 
shall loathe yourselves in your own sight." The law does condemn ; 
Satan condemns; the world condemns; and our own heart often con
demns us. But this is condemnation in self; in the world,; 'tis in 
Christ, and only in Christ there is no condemnation. There is nothing 

Mainst the saints in God's debt book. " Who shall lay anything to 
~ charge of God's elect ? It is God that justifieth. Who is he- that 
condemneth ? It is Christ that died ; yea, rather that is risen again ; 
who is even at the right hand of God; who also maketh intercession 
for us." There can be no condemnation from God, because the cause 
of condemnation is removed by Christ, which is sin. God cannot 
justify a guilty person; and he cannot damn an innocent person. We 
are all guilt in Adam ; but-

"In him the Father never saw 
llit . The least transgression of His law ; 
, Perfection then in Christ we view, 

And saints in Him are perfect too." 

In this blessed~onnection the Lord has never beheld iniquity in 
Jacob nor perverse!ess in Israel. Besides another certain and blessed 
reason why there can be no condemnation in Christ is this-Christ has 1'Jn condemned in their room. "What the law could not do, in that 

was weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the like
s of sinfw flesh and for sin condemned sin in the flesh, that the 
hteousneil' of the law might be fulfilled in us (not by us) who walk 

not after the flesh but after the Spirit." The Holy Lamb of God was 
condemned and put to death in the room and stead of His people ; 
He bear them in His heart ( that is, all His sheep) and all their sins in 
His body on the tree. The storm of divine vengeance fell on Him as 
the storm from the opened windows of heaven fell upon the ark; but 
as the pitch within and without preserved the rain from penetrating 
into the ark, so the dignity of the glorious person of Christ and the 
i11finite efficacy of His precious blood became an invincible shield to 
all who were in Him. The storm raged against and beat upon the 
Rock but could not penetrate or enter to touch one of the inhabitants 
of th~ Rock. His eternal Godhead, in union with His spotless humanity, 
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secured all His hidden ones ; he was the Stronghold in the day of 
wrath ; He sank beneath the billows of almighty vengeance and ire, 
as Jonah into the mighty deep; but He covered and concealed His 
Church in His heart ; went down with her into all the depths of His 
humiliation and woe, and rose with her a justified Head and a perfectly 
justified Body. " He was delivered for our offences and raised again 
for our justification," and, therefore, though guilty and depraved as a 
fallen creature in Adam, I am in myself as a sinner, yet as a refugee 
by faith in His great name in this strong tower, it is my privilege to 
sit and sing-

"Now no more His wrath I dread, 
He hath thus to Zion said, 
Since Thy Surety paid thy score, 
I behold thy sins no more." 

(To be concluded next month). 

PRACTICAL ADVICE TO STUDENTS. 

I N giving the following hints, we have in view the number of young 
men belonging to our Churches who feel that God has called them 

to be His witnesses before men; but who, not having received the 
advantages of a liberal education, feel themselves to be deficient in 
some of the requirements for public speaking. 

We do not intend primarily to shew the advantages of education to 
the pastor and teacher, but to give such rules as our experiences as a 
schoolmaster and a learner have verified. 

To every would-be student, however ignorant, and who is very 
probably despairing of bettering himself, because he has no educational 
advantages, we say most emphatically that self-culture, by home study, 
is the very best kind of instruction. He who sets out on the road of 
self-improvement, with an average amount of common sense and the 
very largest amount of industry he can muster, fully determined to 
spare no effort to accomplish the task he has set himself, will assuredly 
succeed. Add to the foregoing that, in the instance of the future 
ministers of our Churches, they are sustained by the divine help, and 
are conscious of being engaged in a work without compare, and the 
prevision of success is greatly heightened. We cannot tell what we 
can do until we have tried ; let no one, therefore, be daunted by the 
presumed difficulties of the object, for he has no right to say he cannot 
do a thing until he has repeatedly tried and failed. We know of 
ministers among us who, amidst greater difficulties than any in these 
days of books meet with, have commenced with the English Grammar 
and Spelling Book, and finally mastered Greek and Hebrew, b€sides 
other attainments. Of this the late Mr. Wells was an illustrious 
example; for, as is well known, though he was so ignorant when he 
began preaching that he could scarcely read, yet, being strongly con
vinced of the utility of learning, he toiled early and late until he 
became not only a thorough English, but also a Greek and Hebrew 
scholar. We trow that Calvin, Owen, and Gill, were none the worse 

I 
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for what they knew; more, they would not have built themselves.a name 
without it. 

Iu these remarks it is to be distinctly understood that we are con
sidering only the desirable externals of the preacher. "The pre
paration of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue are from 
the Lord," and these are absolutely necessary for a real minister. 

The first requisite for an educated Englishman is to be able to 
speak his own language with at least correctness. This should be the 
first endeavour of our student, and until he has succeeded he must begin 
nothing else. The book we should advise him to commence with is 
Allen and Cornwell's School Grammar, 1/9, cloth. Published by 
Simpkin & Marshall. 

Having mastered this he will at once attack the Greek Grammar. 
Do not be led away by the idea that it is necessary to learn Latin 
before attempting · Greek. This was formerly the case when Greek 
Grammars were written in Latin, but there is now no occasion for it. 
Latin is by no means of paramount importance to a minister ; but in 
Greek the Gospels were first written, and such is the fulness of that 
language that no translation can adequately represent it. There is 
certainly sufficient in our English Version for the support and consola
tion of believers under any circumstances ; but it must be better 
for a minister to be able to go to the original, and read the words 
of Christ exactly as they were dictated by the Holy Spirit to the 
Evangelists. 

For the commencement of the study of Greek, we recommend you 
to procure the" Greek Grammar, by H. C. Hamilton, Weale's ·series, 
price 1/-." The only other books required are a Greek Testament; 
the cheapest we know of is one in " Oliver & Boyd's Series. Greek 
Testament, by Duncan, price &/6."; and " Robinson's Greek Lexicon," 
second-hand copies of which (quite equal to new) can generally be 
procured of Mr. Dickinson, No. 73, Farringdon Street, E.C. Do not 
on any account get any other Greek Lexicon for though they may be 
much cheaper, this is the only one which at all supplies the wants of 
a student of the New Testament. As the Gospels were not written in 
classic Greek, but in a dialect peculiar to those Jews who spoke that 
language, it is necessary to have a work treating exclusively of the 
Grammar of the New Testament, and Robinson alone supplies this 
want. On the student giving an hour or two every day to the Greek, 
he will be able to read with some ease the original in six or nine 
months. 

In future papers we shall hope to give hints on the best means of 
pursuing the study of the above subjects. 

J. L. & J. E. B. 

Any communication upon the subjects of these papers may be addressed to 
J. L., 3, Avenue Road, Clapham, S.W. A stamped envelope should be enclosed if 
a reply is required. 

[These papers must be considered only as auxiliaries to any other efforts to afford 
mental aid to young :in:en in the ministry.-ED.] 



THE SHINING ONES WAITING. 

THE LAS'f ILLNESS OF MY DEAR DEPARTED HUSBAND. 

BY M. CHAPPELL, OF SOUTHAMPTON. 

MR. CHAPPELL'S last illness began August 7, 1873. He first 
complained of pains in his right arm and shoulder ; I procured 

those remedies which are used in such cases, and for a short time he 
seemed relieved. A violent attack followed, which left him very weak. 
He managed, with the aid of my arm, to walk to the chapel and preach 
with much comfort and freedom, blessing his God each time for help 
afforded. Soon another complaint seized his trembling frame-the 
rheumatic neuralgia in his right side, which caustd him much 
severe suffering. I sent for our kind doctor, who is one of the most 
skilful in the town, who was soon in attendance and prescribed those medi
cines which he hoped would do good, with the Lord's will to bless them, 
and the dear one prayed most earnestly for the sake of the cause 
which lay so near his heart, and for the sake of myself and the 
family, who all loved him most devotedly. 

At times we felt encouraged to hope the Lord would restore him to 
his much-loved work ; often, when at the throne, he realized such 
sweet comfort in the precious promises; once, in particular, he had been 
begging the Lord to direct his mind to some passage of His Holy Word ; 
when, on opening " Smith's Morning Portion,'' used at our daily 
devotions, his eyes rested on the text, " this sickness is not unto death, 
but for the glory of God: " this so cheered him, that we wept for joy 
together, in that we hoped his valued life would be spared a little 
longer. Another sweet text was much on his mind, "Trust in the 
Lord and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 
be fed." Those words did comfort him. He said on one occasion, " I do 
feel, my love, my Father will restore me to preach His precious truth, 
and I hope He will make me more faithful than ever, for I fear I have 
not been so faithful as I ought to be, and if I am spared I hope to be 
more than ever devoted to His service ; if it would please Him to raise 
that cause up again, how rejoiced my poor heart would be." 

Our good doctor used every means, but nothing gave relief. He 
much enjoyed my reading to him the Acts of the Apostles, the 
Prophecy by Isaiah, and the life and sufferings of Christ, with many 
good books. Our kind doctor's visits were much prized, as then we 
had some sweet seasons, talking on the best things, which often left 
a savour on the mind. Still he got up from his bed on the Sabbath, 
and I always led him to the chapel myself, though often in great weak
ness ; but he told the friends he wished to die in harness ; but the last 
two Sabbaths he was too weak to walk, therefore a Bath chair was got 
for him. He much enjoyed himself in preaching the Word, and was 
greatly supported through it ; but many of the friends were grieved to 
see him so ill; but he would persevere in his much-loved work. The 
first Lord's-day in last December he was not so well, but he went 
through the services, morning and evening: his then favourite text 
being, "Unto Him that loved us." It was a time of refreshing with 

'many. Then he administered the supper of the Lord, but he was 
forced to sit to do it. He remarked how the blessed Saviour sat down 
with His little family round Him ; so that even then he felt at home 
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and happy. After all was :finished, he said he had preached his last 
sermon. When he reached home he was so exhausted that he leant 
back in his chair without speaking a word. Our doctor came in ; but 
for some minutes he could not speak. He revived, and spoke of his 
sermon to the doctor, and the sweetness he felt in preaching. Alas I it 
proved to be his very last time of coming down-stairs ; he gradually 
felt his work was done. 

At Christmas, his two beloved brothers came down from London to 
see him; they were much shocked to see such a change ; yet he sat up 
in his chair, and ate his dinner with them ; the parting with them was 
touching : they hoped to see him again in the flesh, but that was not 
pe1111itted. 

It had been our custom to hold a short prayer meeting at our 
house at seven o'clock on New Year's morn, and my loved one did hope· 
to have the same this year, but the day before he felt he could not bear it. 

Kew Year's evening I read Psahns xc. and xci. ; then he prayed most 
sweetly, and asked me to pray, which I did, and thus we commenced 
the new year together, with one of our dear girls, then at home. 

Feb. 5.-Teachers' anniversary. Our youngest son, with his sister, 
were gone to take their part in the meeting, while I kept my post with 
the dear saint. I had read to him the fourteenth of John, and a friend 
called in and prayed with us. My dear husband enjoyed it. I felt 
there was a change for the worse. During the night he revived again, 
and the next morning he seemed better, and talked sweetly on divine 
things. One or two came to see him ; he felt delighted, and gave them 
all his fatherly blessing as they were gathered round his bed. 

One morning, as we sat around, he wished us to read, verse by verse 
together, the Epistle to the Ephesians, which we did, and he felt it 
much. Then our dear son prayed. It was a solemn sight to behold us 
all watching our dear friend. Mr. Hurst came iil, and in a few words 
he told him how the enemy had been distressing him, but that now he 
was gone, and he felt peace. He said, 

" I shall not die as a minister, but as a sinner saved by grace." 
At another time we all read together John xiv., and I offered my 

feeble petitions. His mind was comforted ; he often spoke of departure 
with a longing to be gone: he feared that he was getting impatient, 
and that we should get tired and worn out. When our eldest son was 
in prayer, he burst out in sweet assurance of his blessed Saviour's 
presence. But utter prostration set in, and he became too weak to 
say or hear much. 

One night, while we were watching, he said : 
"My Jove, I have just seen two shining figures pass the foot of the 

bed, all in white, but they d_id not stop." 
He wished each kind friend that called to see him an affectionate 

farewell ; also our kind doctor, whom he much loved. He often spoke 
with much concern about me, but prayed the Lord to keep and bless 
me. I asked him to give me a parting verse, he said, 

" ' I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee ; ' and 'Many waters can
not quench love, neither can the floods drown it.' " 

I kissed him and sat down. He said : 
"'Jesus can make a dying bed 

Feel soft as downy pillows are, 
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While on His breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my soul out sweetly there.'" 

Again, he said: 
" ' I asked them whence their victory came ? ' " 

,and many others at intervals. 
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My own dear sister came to sit up with us the last two nights. · 0 ! 
how often would he cast a sweet smile on us all as we sat around-then 
upward, as if longing to be gone. I asked him if he felt Jesus to be 
-with him, he said, with a heavenly smile : 

"Yes, yes I " 
.About nine o'clock on the Saturday morning, his happy, longing 

,spirit began to take her flight-so gently, that we could scarcely tell 
,the change had taken place. At 9.15 he was gone. 

Oh I it was a sweet yet truly affecting scene for us all to witness ; 
,but I trust the blessed Jesus will console and comfort all our hearts, 
,and keep us by His grace, to follow the dear departed as true as he 
followed Christ. 

On the Friday following the beloved one was followed to his grave 
by seven of his dear children, two not being able to come; bis brother, 
sisters, and numerous friends were also present. Mr. Johnson (a true 
friend to Mr.Chappell) having died at the same time, was buried with 
him. This double funeral procession was a solemn spectacle. Our 
-kind friend C. W. Banks officiated on the occasion. . 

On the Sunday, as Mr. Banks could not possibly stay, Mr. Hawkins, 
of Brighton, kindly came, and preached from the text chosen by the 
dear departed: "I have fought a good fight," &c. Mr. Hawkins had 
known my husband over forty years ; he preached the same precious 
truths as faithfully the last time he heard him as at the first. He said 
his departed friend had fought the battle faithfully and manfully : he 
had received many sharp wounds, lmt he still kept in the front, and 
stood firm even unto the end ; he was a sinner saved by grace. Mr. 
Hawkins spoke of the victory he had obtained, and the glorious union 
_prepared for him. It was a most affecting sermon. My poor heart 
was so cast down and broken. 
;[We hope one of Mr. Chappell's- sons will write a concise memoir of the 

beloved father before long.-ED.] 

"THE SHIP IN A STORM: THE HA.VEN OF REST. 
[CONTINUATION OF THE "PURCHASE AND THE PRICE,"] 

·" MANY of our Churches, of late years, have been like the scene 
which Matthew gives·· in his fourteenth chapter," saith the 

Pilgrim, whose words we quoted in our last paper. We found this 
Pilgrim to be one who has passed through many years of interesting 
labours in the Churches of Christ; but when speaking of some of those 
Churches, he says,-" The little ships which have carried me hither 
and thither have all of them been ' tossed with waves,' ' for the winds 
have been contrary.' The venerable and respectable owners of other 
.ships have had the wind in their favour; they have sailed smoothly 
-down the rivers of a pleasant profession-while not a few have consigned 
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me and my ships to the bottom long since ; yet, all glory to the loving 
heart and unMterable purpose of the CHIEF CAPTAIN 0f our salvation ; 
if I have, like Jonah, gone down to the very belly of hell, in fears and 
in painful feelings, like that poor runaway Prophet, the Lord has 
compelled every fish which threatened destruction to carry me safely 
on to the dry land again ; and, after recovering from the shocks which 
many sharks have given me, I have sat down quietly and said to 
myself, ' This is grace indeed I for when my soul fainted wit.bin me I 
remembered the Lord; and my prayer came in unto Him, into His 
Holy Temple' (wherefore my soul often saith unto the Lord)," I will 
sacrifice unto Thee with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that 
that I have vowed.' And I did solemnly vow unto the Lord in the day of 
my distress ; therefore, while the polished ones can gently lay down 
their essays, so neatly prepared, I am compelled to come out with all 
the decision and determination of one who cannot help exclaiming with 
much vehemence, 'SALVATION! OF THE LORD! ! ' 

" When my thoughts run back over the dangers and deliverances of 
the past," saith the Pilgrim, " that word often comes up which is 
written of Jonah ; and, although no terrible experiences can ever be 
safely set down as evidences of one's salvation, yet it is clear that heart
rending and heart-healing exercises are often the most powerful exposi
tions of God's Holy Word. Hence, for myself, I can say, that one 
word has thrown a light over my past history many a time: 'Now the 
Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. So Jonah was in 
the bowels of the fish three days and three nights.' 

" Poor fellow ! " says my Pilgrim, " I can pity him, although, of 
course, nothing can justify Jonah running off to Tarshish when he was. 
commanded to go down to Nineveh ; nothing can justify us in doing 
wrong at any time." 

That text in Nehemiah is concise and truthful where the Levites,. 
in their confessions before the Lord, exclaimed : 

" Thou art just in all that is brought upon us : 
For Thou hast done right: 
But we have done wickedly.'' 

We ask, poor, fainting believer, where is our remedy ? Where is 
our hope ? It is her~:-

" Nevertheless, for Thy great mercy's sake, Thou didst not utterly consume 
us, for Thou art a gracious and merciful God." 

So Jonah could sing, if ever he did sing; and some ofus can sing, 
" Thou art a gracious and merciful God ! " 

How little did Jonah think "the Lord had prepared a great fish to 
swallow him up?" And, being swallowed up, little did he think he should· 
ever see or feel the dry land again. Neither did we for one moment 
think that so-and-so was anything more or less than a great fish to 
swallow us up; and when angry waves rolled over us, we had little 
hope that we should ever be carried through the midst on dry ground,. 
and stand once more on the Rock of Ages, and praise the Lord our 
God. 

" Fear was within the tossing bark, 
When stormy winds grew loud, 

And waves came rolling high and dark, 
And the tall mast was bowed. 
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Then we stood, breathless, in much dread : 
All baffled was our skill ; 

But ONE was there who rose and said 
To the wild sea, ' BE STILL I ' 

Then the wind ceased, it ceased : that word 
Passed through the gloomy sky ; 

The troubled billows knew their Lord, 
And fell beneath His eye.'' r,, 
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All through the Church's History, all through the living Christian's 
career, "after a storm, there cometh a calm." 

Ministers of Christ I will you look at that holy pattern which 
Matthew gives us of the great and gracious Master's way of dealing 
with His disciples? Consider this carefully, ye tried servants of 
Christ. 

First of all, Matthew tells us, "Straightway Jesus constrained His 
disciples to get into a ship, and to go before Him unto the other side." 
Into the ship they went, sailing away for the other side. In like manner, 
we appeared to see His hand directing ns in a certain course ; and, 
when the words came so distinctly into the hearing ear, "My presence 
shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest "-immediately we con
ferred not with flesh and blood, but went right into the ship-expecting 
all was right-and all would be pleasant and smooth. 

Was it so? No I Quite the reverse. 
"Matthew, how is this ? " 
"Why," saith Matthew, " when Jesus had sent the multitudes away, 

He went up into a mountain apart to pray; and when evening was 
come He was there alone." 

Yes! He went clean away from the poor disciples. Even so, He 
appeared to be gone quite away from us. But, though gone from us 
in person, He was only gone to His Father for us. 

How about the disciples who were " to go before Him ? " With 
them it was a trying time : the dark night came on ; " the ship was in 
the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary." 

Contrary, indeed! Just when. you have a pretty little ship, and 
when Jesus bids you go into it and go over; and yon have His word 
that He will come ; then, instead of fair and quick sailing, a storm 
arises, and no Jesus is come. 

Poor ministerial mariners! You spread yom- sails in prayer, in 
study, in thinking, in reading, in preaching; but Jesus does not come, 
the Spirit does not come, the unction and power do not come ; the people 
do not come, the means do not come : cold winds do come ; official 
hard hits do come ; the sound of a howling tempest comes and says, 
"We have all been deceived ! " 

"Blind unbelief is sure to err." 

Well, what is to be done ? The first, the second, the third watch 
are past; still no Jesus appears ; no helper is found. Oh, how heavy the 
waves ! How dark the night ! How cutting the contempt of those 
who cry out, "Aha, aha ! so would we have it ! " 

° From Part XV. of C. H. Spurgeon's Inte1-p1·ete1· (Passmore and Alabaste:), 
a selection of Scriptures, with pithy notes and precious hymns for family 
worship ; a well-condensed and beautifully-executed household book. 
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" Who told you to get into that ship ? " 
" Jesus constrained us." 
" Not He ! You are deceived. See the winds are all against you t 

Neither committee-men, nor treasury-men, nor legal-men nor official
men, nor any other kind of men will help you. Down t~ the bottom 
you must go l " 

Thus speaketh hasty-flesh-unbelief and the despairing heart. 
Little faith comes in due time. · She whispers, "God is our refuge 

and strength, a very present help in trouble t " See, now :-
" In the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went unto them, walking 

on the sea." 
"The mount of danger is the place 

Where we shall see surprising grace." 

Jesus never fails in the moment of extremity, where faith watches for 
Him, and prayer cries after Him. Let me tell you this, all ye truly 
humbled, regenerated, and seeking souls-Jesus hides the purpose of 
His grace ; but it is to make it better known ; and when we are READY 
to PERISH ; when all hope and strength appear to fail ; when no arm 
can save and every helper is gone, then is the time for Jesus to appear. 
And He does appear. 

They seem to make Christians too quickly in these revival times. 
The new race of ministers do not give time enough. Not time enough 
for the law of God to convict them ; not time enough for sin to wound, 
bruise, and break the soul down ; not time enough for the enmity of the 
carnal mind to die out ; not time enough for self-righteousness to turn to 
filthy rags. Nay, not time enough for the SPIRIT OF GOD to open 
np the fountains of iniquity which are within the sinner ; nor time 
enough for the SPIRIT OF GOD to reveal the glories of the Person 
and work of the SON OF GOD, which are without the sinner. 

We live in telegraphic and express-train times, I know ; we dare 
not limit the powers of the SPIRIT OF GOD, I know; the case of 
the thief on the cross, and the Philippian jailor, I know : for me to sit 
in judgment over the enlightened sages of our own times is unbecom
ing one like myself, I know ; and to drive back the seeki,ng soul is not 
right, I know. Nevertheless, having trembled, and stumbled, and 
groaned, and sighed so many years myself ; having seen so many fall 
away, because there appeared to be no root in them; and seeing Jesus 
waited until the fourth watch of the night before He came, one cannot 
help fearing that some of these good men who are making so many 
Christians, may hurry on their work too fast for the permanent 
safety of those with whom they have to do. Patience in every 
part of the economy of grace mnst have its perfect work. I almost 
shudder to write the following, but serious questions have exercised 
my mind lately ; and I ask wise, spiritual, God-taught men, first, Is 
the Spirit of the Lord in genuine conversions withholden from 
some of us in these times ? I ask, secondly, are men now left to 
pretend to do God'E1 work without the Spirit of God? Or, thirdly, is 
the Lord now making a short work in the earth? Is He accomplishing 
the number of His elect, and hastening the coming of His kingdom ? 
Christian brethren, what say ye to the present signs of the times ? 

Before the morning did break fully, the disciples saw Jesus walking 
on the sea, but they did not know certainly that it was Him ; they were 
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troubled : " They said, it is a spirit ; and they cried out for fear." They 
feared it was an evil spirit coming to do them mischief. Such is the 
,darkness of our sight, that many times when Jesus is coming towards 
·us to do us good, we are afraid it is not Him at all. 

How delightful His voice must have been I " Be of good cheer : it 
is I; be not afraid." These gentle words frequently raise up our souls 
into a secret ecstacy of holy joy. Still, there is some misgiving. And 
all tender consciences, all spiritually-sensitive souls are subject to mis
·givings ; so Peter cries out, " Lord, IF it be Thou, bid me come unto 
Thee on the water." Is not that like us ? If I were sure that it was 
,my Lord working in_ all these strange ways how gladly would I fly unto 
Him. "Ah," saith many a timid soul, "I would be baptized; I would 
unite with the Church if I were certain it was Jesus thus appearing to 
me. 

"' If it be Thou,' Oh! bid me come, 
Dark though the waters be ; 

I will not fear if Thou art near, 
.And bidst me come to Thee. 

'If it be Thou,' the storm may swell 
Obedient to Thy will ; . 

For Thou canst all its fury quell, 
.And bid its waves be still. 

'If it be Thou.' Oh! yes it is 
My Saviour's voice ·1 hear : 

He tells my soul that I am His, 
.And He is ever near." * 

Jesus and His disciples went safely over, and they came into the 
land of Gennesaret-which was a large, lovely, fruitful, and delight
ful place-full of gardens and orchards, a land of pleasure and delight, 
a faint .figure .of that haven of rest which .Jesus has promised to bring 

. all His ransomed ones into in His own time,-which was shadowed 
forth in that cluster of blessings which I referred to at the end of my 
Jast chapter, where the Israelites, when delivered out of the hands of 
their enemies, and saved from the dangers of the Red Sea, sang pro
phetically of the Church's glorious possession, because she was " the 
Church of God which He had purchased with His own blood." This 
prophetic song, in its close, has three parts. 

First, the declaration, "Thou shalt bring them in!" Nothing 
there contingent, or dependent upon creatures or circumstances." The 
Lord Himself will bring them in. 

Secondly, there comes the description, "And plant them in the 
mountain of Thine inheritance : in the place, 0 Lord, which Thou 
hast made for Thee to dwell in." 

Lastly, the ultimate destination, "In the sanctuary, 0 Lord, which 
Thy hands have established." 

Some exposition of this declaration, description, and destiny, I 
must again defer until the month of May. My brethren are kindly 
supplying me with excellent papers for insertion I and, as fast as 
possible, I desire to make room for them ; and thus, in some humble 
measure, fulfil that prediction of our Lord, when He said, " What I tell 

* The lnt,,-profrr, Part XV. 
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you in darkness, that speak ye in light ; and what ye hear in the ear, 
that prea?h ye upon the h?use-tops.'' Many precious sermons are, 
comparatively, told secretly m the ears ofa few. With God's help, we 
will set THE EARTHEN VESSEL upon thousands of house-tops yet; 
and thereby preach to people in all parts of the civilized world. To 
accomplish this, I ask the co-operation of all who have any Christian 
sympathy with their friend in the Gospel, 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 
56, Queen's road, Notting hill, W. 

March 3, 1874. 

THE AWFUL FOUNTAIN OF ERROR. 

W E now give a second paragraph from " Pastor Daniel Allen's ,. 
tract on "The Total Depravity of Man." We shall show 

Daniel Allen is no mere verbose talker-no empty sentimentalist ; but 
a good fellow, with mental bone, with spiritual marrow, a deep well of 
research, authenticated knowledge, and a spirit which can and will 
contfmd for truth. We mean good Daniel shall have a month or two in 
London, if the Lord and the Lord's people will it so. Here is a grave 
illustration of the dark side of things :-

" All the orthodox fathers advocated this doctrine. Pelagius was 
the first monster in human form who dared to teach its denial in a pro
fessedly Christian system of theology. He denied original sin; inward 
corruption-or the descent of .A.dam's sin unto the contamination of bis 
race ; that men are not sinful by generation but by imitation. This 
shocking man ran through the principal parts of Asia, Africa, and 
Europe, in the beginning of the fifth century, spreading this awful heresy, 
to the grief of all real Christians. And such was bis total depravity, 
whilst he denied the doctrine, that when be was brought before the 
bishops and councils to answer for bis dreadful errors, be lied, 
deceived, and practised great duplicity in covering and denying what 
he had taught ; so that by such lying and duplicity be was acquitted 
as innocent for some time, but when some of his own disciples saw 
his fearful errors and left him, they produced his letters, in proof of' 
his vile heresies ; and thus the bishops discovered his falsehood, 
errors, and deceitfulness, and condemned him-even some of those 
who acquitted him. Augustine wrote against him, for twenty years, 
some of his very best works. Among volumes of testimonies upon 
this subject he says:-' Neither the guilty unbeliever, nor the justified 
believer generates innocent, but guilty children ; because the gene
ration of both is from corrupt nature.'-Cal. Inst., Vol. I., B. 2. Sec. 7. 
Jerome was more determined against this awful error of Pelagius than 
Augustine, which caused him to say-' The highest perfection of man 
is to know his entire imperfection.'-Milner's Vol. 11., chap. iii., iv. 
Wherein it will be seen that, when these artful deniers of man's total 
depravity were discovered and condemned by these godly men in their 
advocacy of man's vileness and God's free-grace, Satan got vile men 
to pretend to believe in free-grace, and to say all manner of horrible 
things about being saved in your sins or however you might sin. And 
they suited their acts to their words, and while they boasted of free-
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grace-deceitfully, they rolled in sin. Thus did this vile monster 
seek to bring the doctrine of grace, as advocated by Jerome and Augus
tine into contempt. And are there not men now in Sydney who, while 
they deny_ the total depravity of man, manifest it in seeking to defame 
the doctrme of free-grace by similar methods to those adopted by 
Pelagius in the early part of the fifth century?" 

THE RAISING OF THE WIDOW'S SON AT N AIN. 
(LUKE VII. 11-16.) 

A widow's only son-what tongue can.tell· Of love untold and grace ineffable. 
The depths of love that these few words 'Twas Jesus, and as through the city gate 

suggest ? The lifeless clay was carried forth, He 
Her only one--of her lone life the stay, stood 
The constant sharer of her griefs and joys. And gazed upon her with a tender glance;. 
How terrible the void in her fond heart, And then in words that stirred her inmost · 
When the dark angel summoned him away, soul 
And she was left in solitary woe, And thrilled the pulses of her heart with 
Henceforth to tread this weary world joy, 

alone. He bade her ' Weep not.' Then He touched 
* * * * * * the bier 

'Twas evening', and beyond the distant And they th;t bore the sleeping form stood 
main . still, 

The golden sun sank slowly in the West ; And at His bidding laid it at His feet. 
Within the city, men walked to and fro, Hush ! breathless eilence chained the lips 
And many a kindly greeting was ex- of all, 

changed; , As with uplifted eyes toward the blue 
And busy women clustered round the well, heavens, 
And all was stir, and life and eagerness. And upraised hand-in cadence sweet-
When lo, a hush subdued each speaker's He spoke. 

voice, His tones were gentle as a mother's song 
For forth in sad and'slow procession came That soothes her weary babe at eventide, 
A funeral, winding towards the city gate- Or the soft falling of the summer dew, 
Bearing the widow's son to his long home. Or the strange accents of the still, small 

voice 
The mother tollowed-but no words That fell upon the Prophet's wond'ring 

can te.U ear. 
The anguish deep that bowed her bleeding Yet they expressed the will and power of 

heart. [ spring God. 
The shallow mountain torrent in the "Young man, I iu,y to thee, arise," 
Babbles and chatters o'er its pebbly bed; And lo, the dead sat up; and life's warm 
But the wide river noiselessly flows on blood 
Until its waters mingle with the sea:- : Coursed through his veins and he began 
So often sorrow, that lies very deep, · to speak. 
Is silent. ancl can find no utterance, The stricken mother, who so recently 
And stricken hearts bleed all unknown to Was dumb with sorrow, now could find 

men. [pressed no words 
So neither words, nor tears, nor sighs ex- To give expression to her rapturous joy. 
The pangs of human woe that pierced her Her sunken eyes and swollen lids were red 

soul. With weeping, yet she gazed on Christ and 
Her surcharged heart knew its own bitter- looked 

ness, The grateful praises that she could not 
And none were sharers of her lonely grief. speak; 
She followed on-not one of all the crowd Then with a throbbing heart her arms 
Could speak a word to comfort her. she threw 

When lo, Around her son and clasped him to her-
A group of travellers were seen t'approach I breast. 
The city, headed by a wondrous man, , And when the gathered throng dispersed, 
In whose grave face there shone the , all told 

heaven_ly light The story of Ernmanuel's power and love. 
Holloway. · K~RUN. 
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PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS. 

The Gh1•i,stian Age. Periodicals, like 
·some people, often appear to " see men, as 
trees, walking: " their eyes are partially 
opened ; another healing touch from the 
Divine hand is required to enable them 
to " see every man," and every essential 
doctrine "clearly," and harmoniously. It 
was eaid over Mr. Binney's coffin that 
Christ's ministers differed as much as 
the stars, and that every true minister re
flected some one particular attribute of 
his Master more prominently than he did 
the others. That was a very charitable 
view to take of ministers. As John and 
Peter, as Paul and Matthew, as James and 
Jude did differ in some things, so it 
may be now ; but none of the Apostles, 
after the Holy Ghost descended, differed 
on the foundation principles of the grace 
and Gospel of God. In one, faith might 
be almost omnipotent ; in another, love 
might exceedingly abound; in a third, 
zeal might burn with much vehemence ; 
nevertheless, their knowledge of the 
eternity, the uuanimity, the co-equality, 
the sovereignty, and the immutability of 
each, and of every Divine Person in the 
undivided Godhead, was clear, conclusive, 
and correct. This much cannot be said of 
all the preachers and writers whose pro
ductions appear in our periodicals and 
papers, whose name now is "Legion;" a 
great number of which bear the name of 
•· Christian;" or are professedly the re
presentatives of some sect or section of the 
visible Christian Church. From its com
mencement we have read and watched the 
principles and the progress of The Chris
tian .Age, issued every week from that 
highly respectable and flourishing theo
logical book establishment, well known as 
Messrs. Dickinson's, of Farringdon Street. 
The Editor politely presented us with a 
copy of the monthly part for March, and 
we are bound to express our conviction 
that for varied and useful reading it is 
the best of all the Christian penny weeklies 
now flowing from that almost inerliaustible 
fountain, the steam-printing machine. 

Books, Papers, and Pamphlets.-" The 
Absurdities of Romanism;" with a bold 
frontispiece and some spirited papers, are 
in Old Jonathan for March. England's 
"Political Situation" is nobly sketched in 
The Gardene,-'s Magazine for March. Mr. 
Gladstone will think Shirley Hibberd 
might attend to his garden and leave 
politics alone. Squire Shirley is Prime 
Minister of the Horticultural Kingdom. 
He has enough to do there, without com
ing into our political con-itulsions. But 
~very man, in these de.ye of free-thought, 

in these times of schooling, reading, and 
intellectual training, every one now has 
his parable, his proverb, or opinion, and 
every one will speak his mind ; therefore, 
from the pretty, innocent, and universally
admired floricultural garden, Shirley 
Hibberd, Eeq., steps out into the political 
arena to gauge the strength of men and 
their motives. For ourselves, we silently 
watch the wheels of Providence, and oft 
wonder, as a nation, whither they will 
carry us. A startling pamphlet, Free-Grace 
or Free-Will in a Sinne,-'s Salvatwn, by 
Mr. Scott, of Oxford, can be had of 
Robert Banks, Racquet Court, which we 
request every man to read with prayer and 
serious reflection. It is, multwm in parvo, 
a volume closely packed, worth ten times 
its cost. "Nearly Home,'' by Dr. Doud
ney, in the Gospel Magazine; and "Faith, 
not Feeling," in the March riumber, are 
papers out of the inspired Word in the 
living soul; and a variety of other articles 
which plainly declare there are many who 
love and fear the Lord in these days of 
excitement and error. In the Sword and 
Trowel for March, C. H. Spurgeon gives 
a leader on "The Need of Decision for the 
Truth," wherein we read this sentence: 
"We have to deal with men who either 
will be lost or saved; and they certainly 
will not be saved by erroneous doctrine." 
Again, stronger still, he says, " We have 
to deal with God, whose servants we are, 
and He will not be honoured by our de
livering falsehoods." Solemn words! We 
do well know a minister who can vouch 
for the truth of the following fact. In 
Lincolnshire, a God-fearing tradesman 
went to a certain chapel ; whereupon, the 
minister called upon the tradesman, hoping 
to see him at chapel again. "No," said 
the tradesman, "you cannot feed my soul." 
After some conversation, the minister 
declared he fully believed all the trades
man believed; "but," added the minister, 
" I dare not preach it; if I did, I should 
lose my bread at ouce." What! Can a 
minister stand in his pulpit year after 
year dealing out falsehoods, when, in hie 
own soul, he knoweth God's truth, and 
also is quite aware that he is deceiving the 
people? Oh, awful pulpit! Dread posi
tion ! Let us who know, love, and con
tend for all God's revealed counsel, be 
faithful, although despised and forsaken 
by men. 

The Baptist Watchman, of Nashville, 
U.S., is a large paper, with teetimoQiee of 
experimental godliness more deep and 
eolemn than can be found in any of our 
modern publications, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

BERMONDSEY - LYNTON ROAD. - I on the condition that this is done. Will any 
On Lord's-day, 25th January, services were I of THE EARTHEN" VESSEL readers kindly 
held, commemorating the 5th anniversary of help us by donations in stamps or otherwise, 
Mr. Lawrence's ordination. The pastor remembering in so doing, that they not only 
preached in the morning, from l John ii. 27. give directly themselves, hut they also give 
In the evening, Mr. Henry Hanks, of Wool- indirectly, by securing those donations which 
wich, uttered some weighty truths from Eph. are promised conditionally on our obtaining 
v. 25, to the rejoicing ot many hearts. On the £400 in twelve months. Sixpences and 
Tuesday, 27th January, Mr. Cornwell, of shillings soon run up into pounds, as we have 
North Brixton, preached from Matthew xiii. proved to our joy in the pa.'lt, and as the 
30, a well-thought-out discourse. The friends heart of the committee yearns to see this 
then adjourned to the school-room for tea. At place paid for and put into trust for the 
the public meeting held in the chapel ( after "denomination" tor eighty years to come, we 
tea), W. Beach, Esq., of Chelmsford, kindly earnestly ask for the "small helps" of the 
presided. On the platform were brethren "many" to enable ns to do so. Mr. Lawrence, 
Anderson, M,rerson, Lodge, Steed, Warren, 2, Marlborough road, Old Kent road, will 
and R. G. Edwards, together with Messrs. most thankfully receive the smallest sums, 
John Beach, Joseph Beach; Mr. Lawrence, and acknowledge receipt of the same; as will 
his three Deacons, and the Secretary of the also Mr. T. Knott, Secretary, 198, Bermond
Building Fund. Poor brother Caunt, who sey street. Our two former "Vessel appeals" 
was to have been with us, was prevented by were:singularly unproductive; may we hope 
that illness which terminated in his death this one will be more successful. The 
some two or three days afterwards. The ministers gave some cheering and instructive 
Bermondsey people will miss the familiar face speeches on " The Tabernacle in the Wildar
and loving spirit of our departed brother, and ness, '' and a very happy evening was spent. 
as a slight memorial of the real interest he ever' " Is there anything too hard for the Lord ?" 
took in the weUare of our• church, we would 
desh·e to mention that at our last public 
meeting he presented twelve hundred 
farthings to our Building Fund, the collec
tion of which had been the work of many 
yeam. After prayer and praise, Mr. Law
rence, in a short speech, gave some interest
ing particulars of the wonders God had 
wrought on behalf of the church. Additions 
had been recently made, more were shortly 
expected; many heard the Word to their 
souls' profit, peace reigned in their midst, the 
Past01· felt no inclination to enlarge hut views, 
was more than ever hnpressed with the 
solemnity and importance of his work, and 
altogether they had, as a church, very, very 
much to praise the Lord for. When touching 
on the matter of the Building Fund, he felt 
at a loss for language to express the gratitude 
of himself and colleagues to God, for His 
wonderful works on their behalf, and, more
over, he could never adequately thank those 
friends who had so liberally helped and so 
nobly stood by him in such a "truly great 
undertaking." With the proceeds of those 
anniversary sen:ices, and including hand
some donations from the chairman and his 
respected brother, they had collected a little 
over £ll00; their building had cost them a 
trifle over £1900, so that a little over 
£800 has now to be collected. £340 had 
been lent without interest, and £500 at 5 per 
cent., and they lived in hope of seeing this 
debt speedily extinguished. A proposition 
was started to iet the whole £800 in one 
year, and over £100 was promised there nnd 
then if it could be done. The committee, 
while scarcely expecting this, yet hope to 
reduce the debt by one half in the next twelve 
months; some handsome sums are promised 

MOUNT ZION, HILL STREET, 
DORSET SQUARE. 

A little more than two years have passed 
since this church was deprived of the services 
of hhn who had been for upwards of forty 
years their pastor. Some thought that when 
Mr. John Foreman ceased to be, Mount Zion 
would decline. Such, however, is happily 
not the case. John Foreman had done his 
work well and faithfully, and the results are 
still manifest. Many of the hoary-headed 
saints are still there; and as they fall out of 
the rai,ks there is no lack of younger men to 
take their places. The cause appears healthy; 
no signs of decay are apparent, though for 
these two years they have been dependent on 
supplies. 

On a recent visit (Feb. 22nd), we found 
Mr. Kern in the pulpit. He had supplied 
before, and was so well received, that it is 
rumoured the Church contemplate giving 
him acall. 

Mr. Kern is a promising man, about thirty 
yeam of age, with a commanding appear
ance; a strong·, well-managed voice, and of 
ready utterance. He appears to have plenty 
of work in him. His text was, " Thou art 
fairer than the children of men; grace is 
poured into thy lips; therefore God bath 
blessed thee for ever." On this glorious 
theme-the exaltation of Christ-the preacher 
seemed very hapP.Y· First, he touched on 
the description, ' fairer than the children of 
men." Then the assertion, " grace is poured 
into thy lips." Lastly, the declaration, 
"God hath blessed thee for ever." Turning 
to the Songs of Solomon the preacher, by 
many apt illustrations, pourtrayed the 
character of Christ as in every way suited 
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to be the Saviour of poor sinners. Not only 
by illustration and figurative e:,qn-e<sion, but 
by his own experience did Mr. Kern preach 
-Christ and Him crucified. A f<l':v years ago 
he feared he should be "for e,·er and ever'' in 
darkness. He wished there was no "ever 
and ever; " but now, through grace, he 
looked forward to spending "for ever and 
-ever·, ";th Him who was the fairest among 
the children of men. -

The congreg·ation was encouraging·: the 
chapel was filled : this is p,-ratifying to the 
preacher, and to those who have the manage
ment of the cause. 

BOXTON-BETHEL BAPTIST CHAPEL. 
-Our beloved Pastor, Mr. W. Osmond, had 
the prh·ilege of immersing a Jew, of the 
spiritual seed of Abraham, and receiving four 
believers into the fellowship of the saints, 
February 1, 1874. The Lord is good. 

GLEMSFORD.-February 7, 1874, I was 
called to bury a child, one year old, in 
Sommerton Parish Churchyard. The clergy
man having refused to bury it because, being 
the child of Baptist parents, it had never 
been sprinkled, of course was not regenerated. 
'Twas as much as his gown was worth to bury 
it. However, he said he would permit their 
gwn minister to perform the service; the 
doors of his steeple-house were closed, but the 
bell was rung; the grave was dug in the 
"consecrated" graveyard. It is time such 
God-dishonouring systems were exploded. 

A. J.M. 

BROADSTAIRS.-Four very interesting 
and solemnly devotional meetings were held 
in the Strict Baptist chapel here, thus :
The two last hours of the old year were 
devoted to prayer and praise. On New Year's 
day the annual tea; the Pastor, J. G. Kiddle, 
was presented with a pill'Se of money. The 
following day, the Sunday school bad their 
tea, and after tea sung and recited with great 
-credit to themselves and teachers. On the 
following Sunday, Lord Teynbam preached 
two excellent Gospel sermons. Praise God 
tor seasons of refreshing. 

RO CH DALE. - DEAR BROTHER 
BANKS in the faith of the Gospel, the suru 
and substance of which is our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The text you preached from on 
Tuesday evening keeps following on the 
mind,-" And when the Chief Shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away.'' How good when the 
W or,! preached is as bread cast upon the 
waters, found after many days. Mr. Hand 
preached a solemn, weighty sermon on Sunday 
morning from that text, " But God forbid 
that I should glory save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." One friend spoke to me 
of it· bow he felt under it. May the Lord 
mak; bare His holy arm, and get unto Him
self a glorious name, in ingathering of many 
precious souls to our spiritual" SHILO, unto 
whom the gathering of the people shall he." 

E. B. 

THE TRUE BAPTIST CHUUCH, 
VICTOUIA PARADE, MELBOURNE. 

[We have received, with holy pleasure, the 
following· letter from Australia. Our 
friends at home will gratefully peruse such 
cheerful notes; and praise the Lord for 
thus appearing· for His people iu those new 
colonies to which many of our people are 
emigrating.-ED.] 

Editor of Earthen Vessel. 
DEAR BROTHER AND ConIPANION IN 

TRIBULATION.-Since I wrote you in May 
last, there has been evident and unmistekeahle 
sounding-s amongst the tops of the mulberry 
trees at the Rechabite Hall, saying, "Ye 
have tarried here long enoug·h, gird up your 
loins, and watch for My coming, for I am 
about to remove you elsewhere for your good 
and My g-Iory." 

You may remember that, after the death of 
our late beloved Pastor (Mr. William 
Bryant), in March, 1812, the Church in 
George street held on for a time to the glorious 
truths he proclaimed, but divisions arose for 
the truth's sake ; and the question of a free
grace ministry in that chapel, and that of
another order, became the issue of the occu
pation of that place of worship ; the con
sequence was, after much contention, the 
lovers of a free-grace Gospel, between eighty 
and ninety members, were compelled to leave 
the chapel, bell!g out-numbered by their 
opponents; hut not before a solemn protest 
was made in writing from the vanquished to 
their victors, setting forth, in plain but 
sorrowful language, the cause of their defeat 
and dispersion from the house of prayer. 

The outcasts soon took up a temporary 
residence at tbe Recbahite Hall, near at 
hand ; the only place available at that time 
where they could assemble, and where the 
Lord, in great mercy and compassion, bas 
blessed very many of the living family, and 
established them in Church order under the 
pastorate of Mr. William Cuttle; but 
this place has become much too strait for the 
people, also very inconvenient. 

Many have been the earnest prayers to the 
Giver of all good to sbew a way, whereby 
there might he a breaking loose from it; but 
no movement of the cloud could be seen, 
until the Lord was pleased to influence the 
Church in Victoria parade, formerly under 
the pastorate of Mr. James Bassett {who 
left some time since for America), to exercise 
themselves between the two camps, i.e., the 
camp in Victoria Parade, and that at the 
Recbabite Hall; they in the Parade had no 
pastor, but they had a large new convenient 
chapel, with not much encumbrance on it; 
a sanetuary set apart for the worship of 
God and for no other purpose but spiritual 
bou~ehold work; while the Church at the 
Hall bad a recognised pastor (Mr. William 
Cuttle), whose ministry is much ble8sed, 
hut withal a most inconvenient place to meet 
in: the people were thus closely straitened, 
and in a measure shut up. The Lord has, 
in a most wonderful way and manner, brought 
about a union of both the Churches, under 
the pastorate of Mr. Cuttle. I should say 
that their recognised faith and 01·der is the 
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same as that at the Hall, and that Gadsby's 
hymns nre used alike by both. The clear 
intervention of God has been so peculiarly 
manifest in this movement, that many, like 
Manoah and his wife, look on with admira
tion and astonishment while the angel of the 
Lord was doing wondrously. He ha.~ been 
pleased to use agencies in both Churches to 
accomplish this purpose, but the action is 
supremely His; and to Him all the glory 
belongs. 

Very much might be said concerning the 
night (ah! the night; for that has pre
. dominated) and day exercises of our souls; 
also the heartfelt sorrowful feelings of some, 
who have watched the ark ( the spiritual ark 
·of God in this great city) with deep anxiety 
for upwards of twenty years past; but now, 
almost unsought and unasked for by some, a 
resting-place is prepared for it-" sought out, 
a city not forsaken." 

I must give you a short account of the 
·amalgamation services of the two Churches 
which took place on Lord's-day morning, 
December 21, 1873, in the Victoria parade 

'Chapel. 
After singing, prayer was offered by Mr. 

E. Wood, of Preston ( one of the oldest free
grace Particular Baptists in Australia), who 
then read Romans xii., and made seasonable 
·homethrust and homefelt remarks thereon; 
366th hymn, and prayer again by brother 
'E. Wood; then followed the presentation of 
Mr. Cuttle by brother E. Wood to the 
assembled members of both Churc!:tes, which 
was received by the unanimous holding up of 
hands. Mr. Cuttle then gave a solemn, 
feeling address, alike suitable to himself and 
those who were present, both members and 
·congregation (and they were many), alter 
which the Pastor, with the senior officers of 
both Churches ( the brethren Henry Yeo and 
J.ames Cother), gave the right hand of fellow
ship to the members present; the Lord's 
Supper was then administered to the Church 
as one body; and so they became joined 
together in one spirit. A manifest feeling of 
solemnity in the presence of the Lord was 
experienced alike by Pastor and people, a day 
of deep searching of hearts, and of deeper 
gratitude to the covenant Jehovah of Jacob 
and Israel for such a display of His loving 
•kindness towards them. '' Bless the Lord, 0 
my soul, and all that is within me bless His 
holy name." 

A prayer meeting was held in the vestry 
-of the chapel previous to the more public 
services, to s~ek the presence and blessing of 
the Lord to rest upon the solemnities of the 
day. 

I am my dear brother, one who has con
tinuously overhauled the cargo of the VESS EL 
for many years, ever since it first came into 
port. I am truly glad to see the ship in as 
good sailing trim as the first day it . was 
launched, and to all appearance is Al in 
heaven's register for many years to come. 

Truly and faithfully yours in Christ .Jesus, 
J. F. MATTHEWS. 

GOMERSAL, LEEDS.-A correspondent 
writing on the 2nd of March, says : " All 

being well you will have our dear and much 
beloved pastor (Mr. Crowther) in London 
next Sunday. The Lord direct his way unto 
you, and bless the testimony delivered by 
him wheR he arrives. Oh, what a blessed 
time we had yesterday at Reho both in hearing 
him. Some ofus will not easily forget it. 
We pray it may be as bread cast upon the 
waters, seen after many days. Glad to see 
from the VESSEL that there has been some 
baptized at the Surrey Tabernacle." 

PRESCRIPTION FOR THE PULPIT . 
DO NOT GO WITHOUT HIM. 

Mr. Griffith, of Carnarvon, was to preach 
one night at a farm-house. Before the ser
vice he wished to retire to a private room. 
He rem~ined there some time after the con
gregation had assembled. As there was no 
sign of the preacher making his appearance, 
the good man of the house sent a servant to 
request him to come, as the people were 
waiting. On approaching the door, she 
beard what she supposed to be a conversation 
carried on between two persons in rather a 
subdued tone of voice. She stood listening 
at the door, and beard one say to the Other, 
"I will not go unless Thou come with me." 

The girl retUTDed to her master, and said, 
"There is some one with Mr. Griffith, and 
he tells Hirn be will not come unless the 
Other comes with him. I did not hear the 
Other make a reply, so I conclude be will 
not come to-night." 

"Yes, yes, he will," said the good-man; 
" and the Other will come with him, if 
matters are as you represent them. We 
shall begin the service by singing and reading 
till the two come." 

At length Mr. Griffith came and the 
"Other" with him; and that night proved 
the commencement of a powertul revival 
in the neighbourhood, and many were con
verted to God. 

SOUTHAMPTON. - Our Church in 
Ascupart street has lost its beloved Pastor, 
W. Chappell; the pulpit is now supplied. 
Brother W. H. Haydon, who bas been down 
to preach to them, says : " Dear brother 
Banks,-I had a very sweet time at South
ampton; the Spirit of the Lord went before, 
prepared the hearts, and then went with me 
and gave out the bread of life, and enabled 
the people to feed on it and confess it was 
sweet to their taste. There is a first-rate 
opportunity for a good, truthful, working 
Pastor ,to gather up a Church. · I am con
vinced that a good man, who will preach 
Christ as the Saviour of sinners, in conjunc
tion with the work of the Father and Holy 
Ghost, God will bless him. God has manv 
of His dear people in that place who are 
starving for the bread of life; but it wants a 
man who is willing to work amongst the people. 
As to breaking up the Church, it would be sin
ful. I administered the ordinance to more than 
I expected, and the Lord was with us. The 
congregation numbe!'lld about one hundred 
in the evening. Everything· seems to say, 
go on." 
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"YOUR FATHERS! WHERE ARE 
THEY?" 

" There Is a blessed home beyond the land of 
woe. 

Where trials never come, nor tears of sorrow 
flow· 

Where f.{lth lslost in sight, and p&tlent hope Is 
crown'd, 

And everlasting light Its glory throws around." 

It is thirty-three years since we saw and 
heard that quiet godly preacher, David 
Kent, in his own chapel, in Liverpool. On 
the 9th February, 1874 ( the day we reached 
our 68th year), David's ransomed spirit was 
caught up, just as he was approacbing his 
78th year. For full fifty years did David 
Kent honestly maintain the new covenant 
Gospel of the grace of God. Nevertheless, 
one section of the Baptist Church in Liver
pool would fetch ministers from all parts of 
the kingdom to preach to a few people, while 
their devoted townsman was passed by. What 
spirit in man is it that does such things 
as these? 

PRIVILEGES AND PROSPECTS.
Speldhurst road chapel, South Hackney. 
Tuesday, February 10,we had an annual public 
meeting ; several ministerial brethren we1·e 
present. In the unavoidable absence of C. 
W. Banks, our Pastor, through illness, one of 
our deacons, Thomas Thiselton, occupied the 
chair. After tea the public services com
menced. The chairman explained the l'ause 
of the regretted absence of the Pastor, and 
called upon brother Austin, a member, to 
implore the divine blessing. The subject for 
the evening's consideration was : " The 
Present Privileges and the Future Prospects 
of the Church of Christ." Brethren Bardens, 
Bennett, Dixon, of Attlehorough, Dearsly, 
Edwards, Masterson, Rayment, and Wood
ward, spoke touswithsweetliberty. Brother 
Bardens ( who preached in the afternoon). 
orened the subject by showing the blessed state 
o the Church of Christ in their covenant re
lationship with Christ their Head. .Brother 
Bennett was faithful and unflinching in his 
protession ot adherence to the old-fashioned 
Calvinistic doctrines of the Puritan Fathers, 

DEATH OF CHARLES SMITH. and deplored the now prevailing milk-and-
. . water theology of our day, and asked where 

~FTER a long affliction, Char~es were the students of the present day to go for 
Smith _(once ~e pastor of the Baptist sound theology? Wasitnottothosewhowere 
C~u_rch m Shored!tch, and f~>r some years the the backbone of the religion of England, who 
II!Imster of Peters lane, Leicester) breathed ! shone out 80 ·brightly, and were the means of 
hIS last on _earth_ the_ 27th January. About I preserving the truth· in its purity? He 
the s~me time his wife depar~ also, an~ the I gforied in the fact of belonging to those who 
remams of both husband and wife were laid to trod in their footsteps. Brother Dixon ( a 
rest o~ the 3rd . February, 1874; ~fr· I· very old friend of the pastor) said he came 
Haze~irg ~oz:duct_ID:g the funeral servic~. expressly ·to London to greet our Paster on 
Charles ~m1th s mlillStry was t~~ means, m his birthday. He referred to his early life as 
the ~ord _s bands, o_f much spmtual g~od, I a sailor; and gave a simile of the charaeters 
but hIS t3.Ith and patience ~as sev~rely tried. Jesus Christ takes in hand, by referring to a 
We hav~ long kn~wn L~1c_est~r, it has lost sailor presentine: himself to the captain of a 
several smgularly gifted mmISters_; the ~a~es vessel for employment. " Well, my man," 
of Thomas Hardy, Chamberlam, 'Y!}ham says the captain, "What. character have 
Garrard, and several others, once familiar to you?" "A sailor's character, your honour." 
tho11Sands, have left llS. "And what is that?" demands the captain; 

"While we are to the margin come, "Why," replies the sailor, "The more you 
And know we soon must die." look into it the worse it is." Is this not so in. 

May the Eternal God be our refuge, while 
underneath are found the everlasting arms. 
.Amen, and .Amen. 

At Hadlow Down, in Sussex, on the 29th 
of last January James Hallett finished 
his course. As a Bible preacher and faithful 
witness Mr. Hallett travelled, at one time 
serving the Churches most readily and accept
ably. He was considered one of Mr. 
Huntington's followers, but a second 
Huntington we have never found yet. 
'I'housands loved James Hallett as a truthful 
and honoured servant oi Christ. 

At Walsall, only 57 years of age, Charles 
Mountfort, a minister in the select circle, 
laid down his mortal tabernacle, January 
28th, 1874. Brethren1 Jet us not be dividers 
of Churches nor despISers of Christ's ser
vants : for soon shall we leave this land of 
clouds and of cruel spirits; and if we are 
with Jesus one, we shall in His dear like
ness shine, and in His kingdom dwell. 

the awakened sinner coming to Christ 1 He 
reckoned it among one of the many privileges 
to meet with such brethren as occupied the plat
form this evening, to hold communion and 
interchange thoughts. Brother Dearsley gave 
an excellent speech, and kept well to the 
subject. Brother Edwards, in the course of 
a very spirited address, reverted to the ten
dency of brethren to too deeply deplore the 
removal of the great luminaries of the body; 
and in not adequately appreciating the 
smaller measure of grace and ability of the 
lesser luminaries that remain; but Jesus 
Christ was the same, and would remain with 
all His ministers to the end of time. .Brother 
Masterson was very happy on the Privile~e 
ol Prayer, and held the congregation 1n 
earnest attention during his eloquent speech. 
Brother Myerson, who always plainly, and, 
we believe, effectually spe11ks the truth in 
love, followed with a few words on the same 
subject suggested by Mr. Masterson's speech, 
and then recurred to the subject of the 
evening in a concise and interesting manner. 
Brother Woodward and other brethren 
rendered this a most pleasant meeting. 
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THE SURREY TABERNACLE. 
I ought not, I am thinking, to promul

gate a remark I caught lost Sunday, as I 
was leaving the Tabernacle after the morn
ing service: however, Mr. Editor, if you do 
not approve,cutitout. But the very strange
ness of the expression, and the evident 
earnestness with which 1t was given, tempts 
me to repeat it, showing as it also does the 
peculiar phra.seology that some use to express 
their admiration of a preacher. Two ap
parently humble hearers who had been listen-
111g to the " Little Jew" were pushing their 
way out of the crowd, and meeting one 
another, the matter uppermost was, as a 
matterofcourse, the preacher and his preach
ing. These two brethren appeared to have 
heard that morning with very much pleasure 
and satisfaction. Such gratification wa;; 
first stated in ordinary language ; but for, I 
pre8ume, the simple reason that ordinary 
language did not convey the feeling of satis
faction and evident enjoyment these "good 
folk" (as Thomas Joues would sav) had re
alized, such language was thrown· aside, and 
warming up with the subject, one brother 
who appeared to be more demonstrative than 
the other, exclaimed to his fellow, "Well, I 
tell you what it puts me in mind of; itsjnst 
like X.XX.X (four X); no adulteration, no 
hall-and-half there ! " I plead ignorance, 
Mr. Editor, to what are the especial qualities 
of "four X," but l believe 1t represents a 
very strong and unadulterated beverage. 
Doubtless our temperance friends could en
lighten us on the point. Perhaps taken in 
a limited sense ( I mean the simile, not the 
lour X) there was some ground of justifi
cation for the remark ; the Gospel heard that 
morning was unadulterated, it .vas strong, 
it was unmixed, it was not "half-and-hall," 
as our demonstrative brother observed-hall 
free-grace and half free-will-but it was the 
"pure wine of the kingdom." 

The pulpit on that occasion was occupied 
by Mr. Edward Samuel, "a converted 
Israelite," formerly of Salford, but now of 
Sleaford. Two Sundays Mr. Samuel has 
preached here on this visit; he has supplied 
previously, but I think I nm correct in say
ID~ he has had more people to hear him on 
thlS occasion than previously; be this a.s it 
may, he has had large congregations. There 
is of course a certain degree of curiosity at
tached to him, not only from the fact of his 
being" a converted Israelite "-which desig
nation he seems rather pleased with-but 
from the peculiar style of his delivery, which 
partakes both of the character of singing, 
mtoning and speaking, arising perhaps from 
hi• early training for the service of the syna
gogue. Mr. Samuel is not an ordinary man, 
and it would seem to be almost a pity that 
his regular labours should be confined to 
such a very few persons who form his con
gregation at his own chapel. There was one 
remarkllble feature noticed in his discourses: 
the number of divisions, and sub-divisions, 
and sub-sub-divisions he will separate his 
text into. I think, on one occasion when I 
heard him, he had five genersl heads; then1 
in ilpeaking on the first of these five, he haa 

four sub-divisions, and then on the first head 
of this sub-division he had nine more heads. 
The first head, or original idea was, the pre
sence of God with Hi.a people; then the 
first sub-division was the blessedne.,s ofthi.a 
presence, in speaking of which blessedness 
we had nine ideas: thus,-

1.-It was sweet. 
2.-It was quiet. 
3.-It was inflaming. 
4.-It was peculiar. 
5.-It was desirable. 
6.-It was joyful. 
7.-It was happy. 
8.-It was noble. 
9.-It was the best of all blessings. 

In announcing these several "proposisions " 
there is a fluency and readiness that displays 
a very retentive memory, which I believe 
Mr. Samuel has, for I remember when read
ing his life some years ago he there states as 
a fact, -which, having been disputed, he 
deliberately repeatil,-that when only seven 
years of age, he could repeat from memory 
the whole Book of Psalms and the Song of 
Solomon! Such a memory must be an in
valuable aid to a minister in the pulpit. In 
thinking of Mr. Samuel and his many heads, 
brings to my recollection the "great preacher" 
we had once, who had preached " forty years 
without heads or tails" and thought he was 
" too old to begin to divide bis subject now ! " 
Truly men's gift!' and abilities are as diversi
fied as their countenances ! It is not sur
prising to find that Mr. Samuel repeatedly 
refers to the original in his discourse, for when 
a child he was educated in the Mishna and 
Talmud, also in the Old Testament. I was 
sorry to find that the preacher waa evidently 
suffering from a bronchial nJlection, and ap
peared to be weak in body; he intimated in 
the opening of bis discourse that it was too 
much for him to speak in so large a place; 
he was too little a man for such a great con
gregation; and he did not expect to come there 
any more ; yet he is not so advanced in years 
os some might imagine. He was born in 
Russian-Poland in the year 1812, so that 
he is now about 62. However, the people at 
the Surrey Tabernacle evidently enjoyed his 
ministrations much, and I dare to think the 
little " Unbelieving Jew " will, if life is 
&pared, be og·ain found in the Tabernacle 
pulpit; and then I hope to say something 
more nbottt him 'llld his work. 

During the past month I understand the 
vacancy caused by the decease of Mr. Butt 
among the deacons, has been filled by the 
choice of Mr. Pelis-a very wise and judicious 
appointment, I would respectfully submit is 
this. For many years Mr. Pelis has been a 
great friend to the cause; and as he holds the 
very responsible position of one of the trustees 
of the building, we only feel surprise that this 
choice has been so long delayed. 

During February,on one Wednesday even
ing, we had a" Member of the Tabernacle" 
supplying the pulpit. I don't think his name 
was iuckded in the list in the VESSEL, so 
he did not eome forth with " a flourish of 
trumpets," but I think not II few" heard the 
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word with joy and gladness " as spoken by 
Mr. F. C. Holden. 

Since Mr. Wells's illne~ and death the 
pulpit has been occupied by upwards of 
eighty different ministers, of varied gifts and 
abilities, but all, I think, men who have 
preached a free-grace Gospel, and the mes
sage delivered by them, as a rule, has been 
well received. Yet I am not aware that out 
of this larg-e number there is one man on 
whom the eye of the church has rested as n 
probable successor to the late pastor. How 
is this? Is it the fanlt of the men or the 
fault of the church? 

THE LATE MRS. A. KEATES. 
We have recently been again reminded of 

the uncertainty of life, and thnt we are as the 
grass that cometh up in the mornil'lg and cut 
down before the sPtting of the sun. Last 
month's VESSEL, on the last page, three 
short lines told us that " Mrs. Jane Keates 
died Lord's-day, Feb. l 5th." Mrs. Keates 
was in her pince on tbe previous Lord's-day, 
and listened to Mr. Forman with mncb 
peculiar pleasure. She was a quiet, loving, 
and meek Christian, and her loss will be felt 
by a large circle. A friend who knew her 
intimately, in a note thus speaks of the de
parted, and as it expresses our own mind, we 
here give it : 

M, DE>.R Srn,-Having known the late Mrs. 
Keates for a long time, and having taken sweet 
coun.sel together, Ifelt ( on seeing her name In the 
obituary of last month's VESSEL) I must pay my 
tribute to departed worth. 

.A.lthough not a member of the visible Chnrch 
on earth, yet she was a truth-seeking, trutb
loving, and humble follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In early life she was convinced of sal
vation by grace. and from that time could only 
attend where the precious truths of the Gospel 
were fully and faithfully preached. Residing 
in SnTPer..,etshire at that time, E<he bas told me 
tha - ·:1• i.Ias often separated herself from her 
frienus and walked over fields (even in un
favourable weather) to hear the Word faithfully 
spoken, often praying she might feel her interest 
in the truths proclaimed. In the order of Pro
Tldence she was removed. after ber ma1Tiage 1 to 
London, when, like Martha, she was cumbered 
about many things, when her early impressions 
faded like tbe early dew; and In some measure 
Ille lost a sense of the earnest seeking she had 
formerly possessed. But It pleased the Lord to 
visit her, and by a 11ainful dlapensatlon-the 
death of three of her dear children from fever 
in one week,-sbe was led to seek for comfort 
under the preaehed word by that man c,f God, Mr. 
Wells, of the Surrey Tabernacle. There she felt 
her state as a sinner, and her only hope was in 
her dear Redeemer's precious blood, Again the 
Lord was pleased to visit her, and take two more i 
of her dear children ; while mourning over the i 
last (an interesting boy of three and a-bait 
years), and saying with the Patriarch of old, 
" 8urely all these things are against me,'' the 
words of the Psalmist came with power to her 
mind," Be still and know that I am God." Mr. 
Butt -.1slted berfrcquently,read and prayed with 
her, and eventually ahe found that peace she 
had Jong been seeking; and ever after this found 
In the Sun-cy Tabernacle 

"A Bettled reRt, 
While o,hera go and come," 

and a! ways tilled her place, unless prevented by 
illness. 

On Feb. 8th, •he attended morning and even-

Ing, with her dear husband md family, and en
joyed the mlnlatry much ; was taken Ill on 
Tuesday ; and the next Sabbath she entered 011 
an eteru"I one, there to drlu k at the fonutaltt 
head those Joys she had ,o often sipped by tbo 
way. She has left a dear hnsb:tnd and four 
daughtors to mourn her Irreparable loss. 

El. K. 

EARLS BARTON NEW lJAPTIST 
CHURCH, 

BY F. l>0UNTAIN, 01' SHARll"DR00K. 
To C. W. BANKs,-I am requested by the 
friends connected with Strict Baptist cause 
at Earls Barton to g·ive short account of the 
Lord's dealings with His people in thnt locale. 
As the Lord was pleased to me me as an in
strument for g·ood to those who have long loved 
the Gospel in Barton,-eucouraging them to 
come out from the yea arnl nay system of 
religion, and commence a cause of truth, it 
was thought hy deacons and members, also. 
by Mr. Tooke, the minister, that I was the 
proper person to give particulars as to the • 
rise and progress of the Strict Baptists in 
Barton. I reluctantly enter upon my task. 
My motive is good, seeking the glory of God, 
and commend those who have laboured bard 
to get the chapel completed in such a little· 
time. 

There bas been a Baptist cause in Barton 
for some years; the date of its origin I am 
unable to give. I cannot learn that it ever 
was a place of truth; or that the covenant llf 
the old Church was based upon doctrines of' 
grace as believed and taught in Strict Baptist 
Churches. Such being the ease there were 
no signs of ever having the whole counsel of:· 
God proclaimed within the walls of the old 
chapel for any length of time. Occasionally 
some good man by God was sent.to cheer and 
comfort the faint-hearted. At such time~ 
the " Hypers" ~ame out in force, to the dis-. 
content of the" Modernte8 ;" personally they 
wished to enjoy a " feast of fat things, of fat 
things full of marrow." What sweet refresh
ing draughts from the pure fountain of truth 
were these; but, like angel visits, few and far 
between ; still it proved that when God bas 
planted the seed of eternal truth, it shall never 
die, nor be lost in a mass of ignorance and 
superstition. Also, that God's people cannot 
lose the taste of God's Paschal Lamb and 
wisdom's mingled wine, who have once par
taken of them. It will be asked, Why men 
of truth were allowed to supply the pulpit 
when such a diversity of sentiment was . 
against them'! The simple answer is, there · 
were two deacons favourable to truth; for tbeh
sakes, also for getting a good collection, the · 
other deacons agreed to have such men oc- · 
casionally. Among those who supplied before 
I went were Messrs. Ward, Warren, Brittain,. 
and Tooke, the present plllltor. My first in-. 
vite to supply at the old chapel was Feb. 20, 
1870, when 11 goodly number of people came 
to hear. After the services of the day were 
over, I was asked by the deacons to supply 
again. I did, the first Lord's-day in April. 
Subsequent to my engagement at Barton, 
received an invitation to Trinity Chapel, 
Plymouth, two Sundays in March and the 
month of April. I wrote to the senior deaeon 
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at Barton, asking him to allow me to alter 
the dnte of my intended visit, naming the first 
Sunday in May in lieu of it. The answer 
came, Would I supply the whole of May ·1 
J promised to do so. I went down 1:o Piy
mouth and fulfilled my engagement there; 
was asked hy Mr. Chambers to stay longer; 
~aid I could not conscientiously do so without 
first having the consent of Barton friends: at 
his request I wrote to them, asking if it would 
he agreeable for me to postpone my visit until 
June. The reply was," We expect you to 
fulfil your engagement." I did so. Since 
then have had sufficient reasons to bless and 
praise our covenant God for His wise ordina
tion and regulation of the steps I should take. 
By God's help I proclaimed the glorious Gos
pel offulness and peace in my bumble way 
tor five Lord's-days to the joy of His people 
and strengthening of heart in those dear 
young friends who were seeking after the 
truth as it in Jesus. The Lord was pleased 
to ble_Si my testimony to the souls of the 
people, and confirm the inquirers alter truth 
in the old paths of Gospel liberty and pri
vileges. My next visit to Barton was Dec. 
18, 1871 ; preached three times in the old 
chapel: stayed Monday evening, preached in 
11ehool room.: a glorious time that ! never 
shall I forget the unctuous anointings and 
soul-bedewing influences of the Holy Ghost 
that were experienced by God's dear children. 
We" went to our own company" that event
ful evening ; I then began to see why I was 
not to stay in Devon, but travel to Barton, 
for there the Lord had some people. I pray 
more may be brought out through the 
preached Word and power of tha Holy 
Ghost. 

Finding things growing worse as to mat
ters of truth and soul interest in the old 
chapel, I proposed that those who were mem~ 
hers should come out from amongst them, 
and join those who, though not members of 
that church, were lovers of truth, and stood 
in connection with the late C. Drawbridge, 
and other places : and form a Chdstian com
munity to meet together in the name of 
Jesus for mutual strenl!'th and comfort. I 
gave them as good advioe as my age would 
allow, praying them not 1:o stay at first im-
1>ediment:l, but to solicit the aid of men of 
truth, to patronize them by way of preaching 
occasionally, hn t, above all, not to trust in 
a single creature, but " work well and leave 
results to God." The following items I copy 
from a note before me from one of the mem-
bers: . 

"Our first meeting was held in Dowthorp 
Cottage on Sunday evening, Jan. 21, 1872. 
Our good brother Mark Smith presided; com
menced by •ingfog: brother Smith then rend 
John xvii. nnd made some very Scriptural 
remarks and comfortable words to cheer us 
on the way. Two friends engaged in prayer, 
another hymn was sung when brother Smith 
implored the blessing ol Ood on the service, 
that our way might be made plain, that the 
truth we might abide by, and that, above all, 
Jehovah's cloud by day, pillar of fire by night 
miflh t direct us on the journey. 

Jan. 24. - Prayer meeting; fount! s 

time of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord. 

"Feb. 7.-Wednesday, Mr. Tooke preached 
in the evening. 

"Feb. 22.-Thursday evening, Mr. War
ren ( Ringstead), preached. 

"March 6. - Wednesday evening; ;}fr, 
Bull (Wellingborough), preached. 

"W. A." 
Having heard from the friends the good 

news of their exodus from the land of Egypt, 
I arranged to visit them on Sunday, March 
10, 1872, and preach to thfm in the room 
they had hired. Although not the first to 
minister unto them yet it was m,· unspeak
able delight to break the bread of life to them 
on a Lord's-day for the first time since they 
"winged their flight from bondage and grief." 
Morning text, Genesis xxvi. 22. "And they 
digged another well, and for that they strove 
not, and he called the name of it Rehoboth." 
The place was filled ; the Lord was with us, 
our souls rejoiced, we blessed the Lord and 
took courage, " In thy name, 0 Lord, set we 
up our banner" was the war cry; in sworn 
allegiance to our King Immanuel the deter
mination to conquer opposition, to live down 
calumny, put to flight the aliens by prayer 
and supplication; in short, the whole tenor 
of soul was, "The Lord is with U9 to bless; 
and from this day will He bless IL'I." 

My engagements would not allow me to 
visit them again until May 19, when I tound 
they had hired the Co-operative Room: it 
fell to my lot to open that for public worship. 
on the Lord's-day; a good day was enjoyed 
by all the friends. I obtained several supplies: 
others were invited hv the friends: Meson. 
Batchelor, of Tring; Tireman, of Bedford;. 
Wilderspin, of Chatteris; Tooke, ofChesham ~ 
and Wise, of Watford. Mr. Tooke, on leaving 
Chesham, the Barton friends, knowiiig and 
loving him as a man of God anrl truth, 
thought it would be to their advantage to 
get him down to Barton, tendered him an 
invitation to supply the newly-furmed cause. 
Mr. T. accepted it, commenced his labour.,. 
in June. 

A church was formed August 12, 1872,. 
myself preaching in the afternoon, Mr. Took 
and Mr. Lee, of Rushden, taking part in, 
the services; Mr. Lee gave the hand of fel
lowship to fourteen believers in the Lord. 
Mr. Tooke wa-• duly received into the church 
by the senior deacon, who acquitted himsell 
worthily on the occasion. Prayini;;: the Lord 
to bless the union, make Mr. Tookes ministry 
a very great blessing to the souls of God's 
people, and lor the ingathering ot othel"J. 
not yet gathered in. Thus passed a mem
orable day h the history of the church ot 
Christ at Earls Barton. We nll could 
heartily sing, 

I< Thus fo.r our God hath led us on, 
To ruo.ko Hhi power and mercy known." 

To Him be all the glory. 
The moTements of the church have beea 

duly chronicled in E. V. by Mr. Tooke. Th& 
memorial stone of new chapel was laid by 
C. W. Bank~, August 13, 1873. The open
ing services took place January 20, 1874, o 
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-which an account has already appeared. I 
on!~· add my best wishes for the prosperity 
of the infant cause of truth at Barton. The 
disinterestedness of brother Tooke as to mone
tary· business is truly 9,reat; he took the 
hand of the " little one ' when manv would 
ha'l"e waited until the "child " could run 
before they undertook the manag·ement. May 
heayen reward him for the kindly act, and 
the people have him near their hearts when 
at the throne, thP.t power and unction may 
attend the ministry of truth at Barton, sin
ners be brought to a knowledge of Christ, 
-weeping saints made jovful, and ~trong ones 
glad in the Lord. Israel's covenant God send 
life and spirit into His churches. So prays, 
"Your humble sen•ant, 

F. FOUNTAIN. 
P.S. "Sabbath school commenced April 

21, 1872, which we are glad to say is on the 
increase; we have a fund for defraying 
iixpenses, our friends contribute monthly to 
this object. Mr. Dulley and Mr. :'l'fitten, of 
~• ellingboro', were very kind to us, in pre
senting the Sunday school with Clifton Hymn 
Books.-~'. A." 
{This rising cause must have about £,50. Who 

will help us to raise it ?-En.] 

BOROUGH GREEN AND lcYARSH, 
KENT. 

Having spent some part of the winter in 
this neighbourhood, I thought I would ask 
:for a corner in the Vessel, forafewjottingsin 
reference to the proceedings of the old
·fashioned folk, the Baptists. 

In the month of December last, I learnt a 
meeting was to take place on the 31st, to 
Fecognise a good man and true, in the old
fashioned, and what some call worn-out Bible 
truths of the Gospel, as the pastor of the Strict 

·Calvinistic Baptist Church of that place, viz., 
.John Wood. Accordingly I bent my steps 
thither on tha.t day, as I thought I should 
like to close the year with the people of God, 
whose desire it is to exalt the Lamb of God. 
·On arrival, I found the service had com
menced, and a goodly number of earnest 

•countenances were congregated (greatly sur
passing my expectation) in the neat, com
fortable, little chapel ; a Tenerable looking 
brother, whom I learnt was l\lr. Lingley, the 
aged, of Maidstone, was in possession of the 
·rostrum, interrogating the pastor as to his 
-eall by grace and to the ministry, which was 
answered in a workmanlike manner, evidently 
showing that God and not man was the 
author of it, and race and not college was 
his training-schoo . Decidedly proving him
self called of God by the revelation of His Son 
in Him to the work of the ministry, which is 
a position both noble and holy; all lovers of 
Gospel tru tb appeared satisfied and pleased 
with his testimony, and heartily wished him 
God speed in his pastoral labours. 

The patriarchal Lingley then gave the 
pastor-elect a short address, the foundation of 
his remarks, N um hers vi. 24-26, concluding 
the afternoon service about five o'clock. 

Tea was then served, wl,ich reflected gre~t 
credit on tLc ladies, whose loving dispositiollil 
in Kent seem alwayi anxious to add to the 

comfort of the sterner sex in cnte1·ing for their 
temporal wants. 

The evening service-Bishop Dexter, of 
Meopham, previous to his reading· nnd pmy
ing·, offered a few remarks of congrntulntion 
nnd g-ood wishes for the Bishop and his flock, 
in the diocese of Ryarsh-Bishop Huxhnm, of 
Borough Green, preached hy request of the 
Church on appropriate and Gospel discourse, 
in which the Gospel bells were rung merrily 
and harmoniously (text, 1 Thess. v. 13), 
which was well received with almost breath
less attention. Brother Huxham's friends at 
Borough Green appear to rally t"Ound him 
well and to be quite at home with him, as a 
large van full of them cnmc, nnd others on 
foot. 

On Thursday, February 5, I rambled into 
the rather spacious chapel of which brother 
Huxham is the minister, at Borough Green, 
it having been announced a tea and public 
meeting would be held, and surely a good 
season they must have had, and brother 
Huxham must be surrounded by some of the 
rig·ht sort, quite an army of young people 
appear to be hanging about him, receiving 
the Word from his lips, ready to serve him in 
any way they possibly can. 

The noble and spacious new school room, 
which has been erected during Mr. H uxham 's 
pastorate, was literally packed with bright, 
smilin'f, and happy countenances. The o~ca
sion o the meeting wa.s to commemorate the 
Pastor's jubilee, he being· fifty years of age on 
January 12. Trays were liberally given by 
the friends in the congregation, superintended 
by the teachers in the school, with whom the 
idea originated. 

The public meeting I should say was quite 
a success, and must have been highly gratify
ing to those behind the scenes in particula.r1 
and even to all present. On the right ana 
left of Pastor Huxham, who presided, we 
noticed Pastor Wood, of Ryarsh', Pastor 
Dexter, of Meopham, Deacon Crowhurst, of 
Ofham. 

Service commenced with a piece Leing 
sung by the choir; Scripture read, prayer 
offered by brother Dexter. The pastor then 
addressed a few words as to the object of the 
meeting, viz., to commemorate an event 
which seldom occurR more than once in a 
man's life, and often never i also to express 
his thanks to the teachers tor the handsome 
present they made him on his birthday, but 
had not given it into his absolute possession 
until now, as it was their wish he should oc
cupy it at this meeting·, viz., a very ha1_1d
some useful easv, morocco-covered sp~mg 
chair; which 'be graced admirably during the 
evening. 

Brother Crowhurst, on behalt of the super
in tendgnt read the annual report of the 
Rchool, which was of a very encournging 
nature, and admiFRbly got up. Previous to 
his 1·esuming his seat1 he made the startling_ 
announcement, that ne had heen entrusteil 
with a nurse containing £6 IOa., being the 
proceoo's of the tea, which he was requested, 
on behalf of the teachers and friends, to 
present to their beloved pastor, as a token 
of their Jove and esteem for him in corn-
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memoratlon of his jubilee, and which, as for 
himself, he felt the greatest pleasure in being 
the medium of communicahon. 

.Thanks were returned by the pastor to the 
friends for their thoughtful and loving re
membrance, in a few feeling, congratulatory, 
and stimulating words. 

Master Wood spoke in n loving, kind, 
affectionate, and encouraging manner to the 
pastor on his jubilee, as also to the church, 
advancing some precious truths, suited alike 
to the old veteran and the young recruit. 

Master Dexter said he was pleased to be 
there; pleased with the spirit of the meet
ing ; pleased with the acl:s of kindness dis
played in the presenl:s; pleased witlt the 
success of the cause under the pastorate of 
Master Huxham, whose labours the Holy 
Ghost appears to be blessing to some con
siderable extent, as we learn two believera 
were baptized by Him the first Lord's-day in 
the year, and pleased with the report of 
the school. I was exceedingly pleased with 
the able way he analysed it and spoke rela
tive to it. He closed his remarks in expres
sions of congratulation and good wishes for 
both pastor and people. 

Several pieces were well executed during 
the evening on the harmonium, presided at 
by Master C. Wall~, of Wrotbam, and har
moniously sung by the choir, led by the 
sonorous voice of Master Jacob Crowhurst, 
as I was informed. 

A happy evening was brought to a close 
by the pastor being loaded with good wishes 
for his spiritual and temporal welfare and 
usefulness. 

By the bye, I further learnt the day chosen 
to celebrate the pastor's jubilee, viz., Feb. 
5, was Mrs. Huxbam's birthday; nothing 
having been said publicly about it. I was 
told that several privately wished her many 
happy returns of the day, and most assuredly 
I do, for she appears with her good husband 
to live in the affections of the people, and to 
be quite at home among them. 

Another social gatherinl(', I understand, is 
to take place on Good Friday. Service, 
afternoon and evening, with public tea; also 
the choir have eng·aged to attend and give 
some pieces, which they are enabled to tlo 
admirably. I am apprehensive this is to be 
a growing neighbourhood, as the railway 
from London to Maidstone, via Chatham 
anrl Dover line, is expected to be opened 
next month. May peace dwell in the church, 
prosperity attend the word, and God glorify 
His name in the cause at Borough Ureen 
and elsewhere. Amen. 

A SOJOURNER IN KENT. 

STEPNEY-rTo the Editor of the 
Earthen Vesse )-MY DEAR nROTHER,-
1 thought it would be as well for me to send 
you a few lines relative to our position ns a 
Church arid people at Bethel Chapel, Stepney. 
It is now pretty well known that our ten
ancy was to expire on the coming Lady-day; 
hut, from communications received from our 
landlord, I regret to say we were led into a 
false position, viz., to believe we were to re
main from quarter to quarter, which we 

vainly hoped was to be for a very long time. 
Very much surprised W38 I, therefore, when 
I received a letter last week to say, if we chose 
to stay after Lady-day, it would only be for 
three months longer, that i~, until Midsum-

1 mer, and then to go out without further 
I notice. No doubt, my dear brother, this is 
i one of the decrees of our covenant God being 

unfolded to us, but what a pamful unfolding 
it is! How sad to thin le that we are to be 
scattered abroad without any just cause what
ever. I may say that we are not in debt, as 
has been reported, but we have always paid 
our way honourably. We raise for various 
objects over £300 per annum, which is a 
goodly sum. Our minister h38 been supported, 
our landlord has been paid his rent, and 
everybody bas had their just due and de
mand; and I am bold to affirm, .Mr. 
Editor, that for the truth of the Gospel, 
for supporting the cause, for consistency of 
character, and for exalting the matchles.~ 
name of our glorious Lord, both minister 
and people, the Church of Mr. Thom38 
Stringer stands second to none in London. 
And we are to be broken up ! And we are 
to be 3cattered abroad! Well, be it so, if it 
is the Lord's will. No place of retreat hav
ing been discovered, we can only come to 
the above conclusion; in fact, even if a. 
place were found at the last moment it would 
not mend matters much, as our pastor, Mr. 
Stringer, is at perfect liberty to accept anv 
call the Lord may direct him to, though mit 
at liberty to go away from WI until the final 
break up. Here we must leave the matter, 
my brother, in the hands of Him who "over
rules all mortal thing-s, and manages our 
mean - affairs." Oh, that our heavenly 
Father may yet dispose the heart of some 
one to purchase for us, that we still may gu 
on in the work and worship of the dear Re
deemer ; but if it be otherwise yet it will be 
well, according to the eternal Word of Him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of 
His own will. Should anything appear 
favourable for us you shall hear from me 
again. In the meantime, with Christian love, 
I remain, Yours in Jesus, 

GEORGE BALDWIN. 
Oxford ~treet, Stepney. 

March 16, 1874. 

SETTLEMENT OF MR. BUCHANAN. 
Askett, Bucks., Wednesday, Feb. 25.

Services were held to recognize the settle
ment of Mr. William Buchanan as pastor of 
the Baptist Church in this place. After
noon senice commenced i;,y Mr. Buchanan 
giving appropriate hymn, and reading the. 
Word. Mr. Crampin offered solemn prayer; 
mnny hearts were melted. A concise, well
arranged address was given by Mr. Bu
chanan; he gave a statement of the leadings 
of Divine provitlence from bis childhood up to 
the present time. There were remarkable 
passages in it, setting forth with convincing 
force and power the sovereignty of Almighty 
God in first troubling his conscience about 
sin ; the awful state of bis soul ; the effect it 
hail both upon his body and mind ; and the 
sudden antl joyous liberty into which he w11:, 
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brought while walking· along· the public 
street, moved some to tears. Mr. Buchanan 
also showed the way by which he had been 
led into the public service of Chri~t. First, 
as Scripture-reader under a clere;yman of the 
Church of England, a post he sustained for 
about eight years; how he was led into the 
Baptist denomination; the way by which he 
had been carried into the minislry, and his 
ultimate settlement at Askett; with a clear 
and well-defined statement of his doctrinal 
sentiments; all was pertectly satisfactory. 
We cannot better characterize Mr. Buchan
an's address than to repeat the words ol pastor 
Crampin, that it was the sweetest and most 
blessed testimony he had ever heard, or had 
:';e privilege of listening to. 

A pleasant time was spent at tea; every
thing well arranged and well carried out. In 
the evening a savoury discourse was preached 
by Mr. Crampin, who seemed as young, as 
powerful, and as happy as ever in that work 
so precious to his soul. We sung " Crown 
Him Lord of all," and thus ended one of the 
best days I ever spent at Askett. 

G. LANE. 
Butler's Cross, near Tring. 

OUR AUSTRALIAN AND UNITED 
STATES MAILS. 

We have received packets of Signs of the 
Times, Church Advocate, &c., which we 
purpgse to analyze, for these papers are almost 
wholly occupied with spiritual communi
cations, furnishing heart-felt testimonies ol a 
vital fellowship with our Lord Jesus and His 
Gospel; more simple, more _genuine, m~re 
original than can be found m our English 
papers; we rejoice with grateful praises to 
our heavenly Father for these messages of 
grace from the distant parts of the New World. 
We ask for a continuance of these issues; and 
hope soon to raise a fund, enabling us to send 
out to these United States Christian friends 
copies of the EARTHEN VESSEL nnd 
CHEERING WORDS, because, from private 
letters we find it is difficult to obtain our 
month'iies; but, where received, both 
EARTHEN VESSEL and CHEERING 
WORDS are highly prized. Bless the Lord, 
our work is not in vain. 

PRECIOUS NOTE FROM PASTOR 
DANIEL ALJ,EN. 

From Sydney, dated Feb. 15, 18741 we have 
letters from brethren Allen and Jolin Wm. 
Bamber of a rich Gospel spirit. This month 
we can only take the following from brother 
Allen's note: 

DEAR BROTHER BA:r-Ks,-Tbe Lord bless 
you. I put in a line to you by my dearyoung· 
brother John, who is making himself known 
to you, and I believe he will be lovingly 
known to you ere lone:. 

Mr. Cuttle, of Melbourne, is a Particular 
Baptist and, being a gentleman of education 
and co~siderable abilities, has succeeded in 
gathering the people around him. Our young 
brother Bamber has come to Sydney. I have 
had some strong crying to the Lord about 
this, with tears. Brother, my Lord hears me. 
He has opened doors for my brother, and 

thus has added to our rnnks. The Lord hns 
given us n p!Rce in the very quay of the great 
hunter district. God in mercy est.nbli5h it. 
I find it hard to g·et the peo1ile up to .the 
apostolic work. " From you sounded out the 
Word of the Lord;" ''They went every
where preaching· the Gospel of the kingdom 
in the synngogiies of the Jews," &c. I never 
knew n company so g·uileless, true, humble, 
honourable, loving, and kind, as our pastors 
Hicks, Robey, Young·, Sutherland, Beede], 
and Bamber. Glory, glory be to God for 
such J1;reat grace hi them. They are not very 
greatly ,Y•ed, but still they h:ive enough to 
speak the Gospel plainly. Talented villains 
are in great abundance; highly-gitted vaira
honds are without number. 0 that God 'r!,e 
Holy Sph-it would g·ive your brethren in 
Eng·land a great spirit of prayer for us, that 
tlie blessed Gospel, by these simple-hearted, 
loving and humble men, may be blessed to 
many souls. 

We have boug·ht and begged a large num
ber of tracts, VESS-ELS, Standards; &c., to 
spread about among the people, and good has 
been done. We have put them in printed 
covers and called them " Particular Baptist 
Tracts." I have felt this rather heavy upon 
me; will any of my dear brethren send me 
supplies of good, sound· Gospel tracts, 
Cheering Words, Gleaners, Sowers and 
such like? We want large numbers for all 
these places in the country. 

I have been spending and being spent a 
long, long time, btit I cannot meet the de
mand upon me. Brothers, help us; we arc 
young; we are beg'inning in a new land; the 
people are too few in a place to support our 
dear pastors in the things which are seen; 
many in England are the same; well, dear 
brothers, let us help each other with our 
prayers. Blessed be my Lord who, said, 
" Pay for thee and Me." He has paid my 
debts all along, and so He will for ever. When 
I get to heaven, by mercy, He shall never, 
never hear the last of it. He has paid my 
way up from the gates of hell to the doors of 
heaven honourably, and He well deserves the 
praise, and He shall have it; because 

"I'm a poor sinner and nothing at all, 
And Jesus Christ Is my all In all." 

0 what a sweet and precious Saviour He has 
heen to me! so loving, so pitiful, and kind. I 
hear He is just the same ~ll over_ the worl~ to 
His own and I fully believe thIS report Just 
from wh:t I have seen and felt of Him. 

I seud JOU our Protestant Standa1'll. 
· Bless the Lord old Antichrist will soon stink 
all round the ~orld; our Christ will soon be 
niore glorious than.ever u~to the world's en~. 
Never .mind, brother, don t cry; our Lord will 
make Zion irlorious very soon. Old Rome 
shall wail while we siµg " Praise ye the 
Lord." Love to you and dear Zion, 

DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

[ We shall make up a large parcel ofVEsSELs, 
CHEERING WORDS, &c. to send out as 
early as possible. An "Australian -Book 
Fund" will be comtncnced at our office. 
We ask for co-workers and help.· We cai;i
not do this single-handed,-ED.] 
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and that the Lord may raise up some other 
faithful, truth-loving, and truth-living man 
to declare His truth in the midst of Zion. 

J. WESTAWAY. 

JPSWJCH.-BETHESDA CHAPEL.-On 
February 25th n ten and public meeting was 
l1eld to celebrate the 78th birthday of the 
veteran Pastor. Mr. T. Poock, whose physical i 
powers are evi<lcutly being relaxed, but, not- j 

withstanding, usually preaches three times : CLAPHAM.-Rehoboth Sunday-school 
on Lord's-day nod once in the week, besides I sermon was preached March 8, from Isa. xxix. 
conducting the prayer meetings. Alter , 23, by C. W. Banks. Mr. Fothergill has re-
singing the hymn, signed bis pastoral office here; the church is 

"From all that dwell below the skies, looking- to the Lord to send them a messerg-er 
Let tbc creator's praise arise," from Himself, an interpreter, and a kind, 

industrious, intelligent under-shepherd. 
and prayer by Mr. Sheldrake, the Pastor Clapbam is a delightful suburb; growing 
bliefly reviewed the past year's so1Tows and population, of easy access to the City, and 
mercies, observing they had g-reat cause for where the truths of the Gospel have long been 

'-praise and thankfulness. Several of the proclaimed. Where shall we find 1he man 
sisters bad been removed during the year to whom the King of glory will here delight 
the brighter world, where God wipeth away to honour? 
all tears from all faces. One had entered her I 
'95th year: in her last moments she said, , MEOPHAM.- The Annual Sunday 
"My precious Jesus." 0 how sweet, indeed, School Meeting was holden on Tuesday, 
it must be to die in such a way. Three had January 27. A report was read by the 
been baptised. The Lord has never left them, Superintendent, which showed the School to 
and promised He never ;viii. Tiley did not be in a healthy and prosperous condition. 
-feel at all inclined to lean to any of the corn- Mr. Dexter (Pastor) announced that during 
promising spirits of the day. The Sabbath the past three years the friends had raised 
school registers 130 scholars and 15 teachers, I £400 for the purpose of building the minis-
10 of whom are members of the Church. We ter's house, a circumstance for which they 
are inclined to think if the members of "ur I desired that evening to ofier thanksgiving. 
Churches were half awake, they would be I The building was real'ed and entirely free 
more ready for activity. Who so fit tor so from debt. An address was delivered by 
noble a work as godly men and women? Mr. Wood, of Ryarsh, who, in the name of 
Shame on their slothfulness ! We were glad tile parents, presented to Mr. French a 
to find 10 members acting as teachers at handsome flower stand. Mr. Edgerton, of 
Bethesda. Sodom would have been saved if Chatham, al,o spoke, and on behalf of the 
ten righteous ones had been found therein. friends presented Mr. Martin, who is the 
Brother Whorlow next addressed the meet- colleague of Mr. French, with a timepiece, 
ing. He has been in the furnace and has as an expression of gratitude for services 
been sharply tried. For a time his life was renilered. Both the brethren acknowledged 
-almost despaired of, but the Lord was g-l'acious the gifts, and a few words from the Pastor 
and restored him. Utterances of humility brougbt the meeting to a close. 
and thankfulness came from his heart. Tile WATCHER. 
brethren Thornley, Houghton, Morling, and 
T. Poock, jun., also gave addresses. The 
harvest is great, the labourers are few. Pray 
ye the Lord of the harvest to send forth more 
labourers. 

PLYMOUTH.-DEAR BROTHER 
BANKs,-We held in February, at Howe 
street, a special meeting· for prayer on the 
-occasion of our brother George Cudlipp leav
ing us to settle at Cardiff in Wales. We are 
sorry to lose him ; he bas been an honourable 
member of the church fol' over nineteen 
years ; he has stood hy us in tile storm as 
well as in the sunshine; beside which, as a 
good Gospel ox, he trends out the corn of 
-Gospel truth in Howe street, and in otber 
places, according to apostolic admonition. 
Those that labour in the world are to be ac
counted worthy of double honour. He 
preached from J ude's closing prayer, " Now 
unto Him that is able to keep you from fall
ing, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of His glory witb exceeding joy," 
-&c. ; after which, we commended him to the 
Lord, and brother Burbridge presented him 
with a marginal Bible, subscribed for by a 
few of the members as a token of their union 
to and affection for him. I trust the prayers 
of the church will be answered un his behalf, 

D O V E R-Our venerable pastor, John 
Austin, has been honoured at Pent-side 
'annual meeting with a valuable and hand
some present, value over £40. Since the 
days of fathers Cramhrook, Edgecombe, and 
others our church bas sailed on steadily in 
the faith, and although our pastor has not 
the lar~e congregation he preached to at 
Tring, still he is happily useful, ripening 
for that garner of God's providing, into 
which so many have entered, and where they 
are for ever blest. 

CITY ROAD.-Brother Wnlter James 
held anniversary of prayer meetiug for the 
Spirit to be poured upon our Churches, on 
March 6, in his rooms, 43, Singleton street, 
East road. Over 40 friends 11,;,sembled. There 
was a blessed Spirit pervading the gathering. 
C. W. Banks presided; brotber Deursly 
rlelivered spiritual address. Prayers were 
presented by E. Griffith, iiyerson, R. G. 
Edwards, Collins, Muvhew, ·warren, Nichols, 
Beddow, Starling·, Foster, Brannum, &c. 
Walter James closed. 

CHELTENHAM.-Mr. Joseph Flory bas 
baptized recently; it is hoped many others 
will so folio" their Lord. 
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NORTH BRIXTON TABERNACLE-1 livo, after their work is done, while multi
Mr. Cornwell has been laid by with a severe tudes, in large circles of usefulness, are 
cold, but we are gla~ to rep_ort his recov~ry. I quickly taken off. 
We_ und~rstand his pulpit was supplied, 1 ScoTLAND.-Our valiant nnd beloved 
~,urmg his absence, by two of the Surrey : friend, T. J. Messer, is still working in Scot-

abernacle members, Mr. Backett and Mr. land to put down intempernnce, and to open 
Mead, who were heard well by the people. the m~•steries of the Gospel. He has been, 

"WITHOGT MONEY AND WITHOUT 
PRICE."-A sermon, by C. H. Spurgeon. 
We have received from the publishing; house 
of Messrs. Passmore and Alabaster a copy 
of this discourse. We have patiently read it 
from beg'inning to end. We admit its ar
gument,; are ingenious and well carried out. 
It will be almost universally applauded, but 
so blind, so bigoted, so jealous, so uncharit
able are we, that we could not feel at all 
satisfied with the sermon. We are asking, 
and we hope next month to answer, two 
questions. I. What is it that is" Without 
Money and without Price? " 2. Has not 
Mr. Spurgeon, in this discourse, put such a 
price to be paid by the people as it is utterly 
impossible for any man to bring? We shall 
see.• 

TIMES OF ExcrTEMENT.-We have 
feared that the dignity and solemnity of the 
Saviour's character and cause was too much 
lowered by many things recently passing 
before us. We have read and reviewed the 
out-spoken feelings of men on these things. 
Dr. Stoughton tells us be honours such holy 
feelings ; still he believed Jesus, in a special 
manner, is now passing by-is now working 
amongst men. The careless, the _ignorant, 
the blind are powerfully moved. There is a 
prophecy to the dry bones-there is a noise. 
There are large gatherings. After this, may 
the four essential winds of the heaven come 
and breathe upon the slain! We will watch, 
and hope to realize the saving power of the 
Spirit, the revealing glo~ies of J es_us, t~e 
precious love of the Father, then Zion will 
shake herself from the dust, and thousands 
will rejoice. 

"THE AWAKENING."-To our friend 
"A. N." and all o1hers we say, God help us 
to pray that, while multitudes are powerfully 
beating the bushes, we may not only catch 
some of the living birds, but also some of 
the holy fire which. we trust, is burning in 
the souls of some of them. 

DR. BINNEY AND DR. BROCK.-Every
bodv knows Thomas Binney is here no more. 
We knew he was physically a great man 
but we did not know be was such a mental 
and ministerial giant until we read all the 
high encomiums which the editors have written 
of him since his death. One says " He is 
gone to the Truth-Land ; " wbicf1 means, 
there is truth in-heaven, if there is none on 
the earth. Dr. Brock has been trembling in 
the balaBce of a heavy sickness, but we hope 
be is recovering for a sellSQn. When we re
flect upon the continuance of the veterans 
Woollacott Felton, Philip Dickerson, Chas. 
Box Samu'el Milner, and a few others, we 
are ~mazed at the length of time some may 

he still is, afflicted; but, althou11;h about 
seventy, he loiters not. Day after day, 
from place to pince, he is journeying nnd 
proclaiming the moral, the spiritual, the 
eternal blessings resulting from a sober know
ledge of the Gospel. He must' be about the 
oldest temperance advocate now living. His 
reports of his mission are racy and full ofo 
interest. 

ADVERTISING.-Mr. Editor,-A clever 
irentleman recently told us in his sermons 
that the points he was expounding would be 
found more largely treated in his books. Of 
course everybody wanted bis books, but 
where can we find them ?-JONAH PAN
NELL. [Enquire at our office. A North
amptonshire parson accustomed himself to 
carry bis books in a large bag. When he 
had done preaching, then came the question, 
"Who will purchase my books?" J. Clay
gett thinks this system of hawking books, in 
the centre of the sermon, is against bis trade, 
as be is a bookseller. Yes, but be is only a 
Gentile.J 

BIRMINGHAM.-" What a mass of child's 
preaching tbe1·e is here ! " Surface Re
ligionists are most successful in the appear
ance of things. The" foundations" are, to a 
large extent (ministerially), destroyed; the 
"everlasting Gospel," which John said "!be 
angel had to preach," seems diluted. Is 
B1myan's " Pilgrim's - Progress" wanted 
now? Viaducts over the Slough of Despond 
are invented. Are. they safe? 

On the 4th March, 1874, Thomas Crowhurst, 
of Harvel Cottage, Meopham, Kent, In the 
eighty.fourth year of bis age. He had.been a 
deacon of tbe Strict Baptist Church at Meop
ham (now under tbo pastoral care of Mr. 
Dexter) for a period of over forty years, ancl 
was baptlzed at Eynsford, by tbo late Mr. 
Rogers, more than fifty years since. After a· 
short Illness from bronchitis, be died, In a sweet 
and full confidence of his Interest In that Re
deemer be so long bad known and loved. 

RUSIIDEN.-Anotber firm friend to doctrines 
of rich, free, and sovereign grace of our triune 
covenant God, bas gone home to glory. Mr. 
J obn Corby died suddenly on March the 9th, 
In about four hours after being taken 111, aged 
seventy-three. Deacon twenty years at Ellm 
Chapel, Rusbden. 

Other old friends seem to stand 
"Lingering on the brink 

And fear to launch away." 
Wondering who next shall bear those sweet 

words, 
11 Cbtld, your Father calla, come home." 

EHRATUM.-ln our March number, In 
announcing tbe marriage of Mr. Wm. Beach, 
Jun., we stated be was tbe son of Mr. W. Beach, 
of Chelmsford, It should have been "Son of 
John Beach, Eoq., of Neptune Villa, Ber
mondsey." 



[CONTINUATION OP TnE "PuRCJJASE AND THE PmcE."] 

,: ''l'is the dying Victor's cry: ,, 

AFTER one of those Sabbaths when some ministers, with brain and 
body, work in bonds and sorrow, I flung myself on the seat of a 

railway carriage, having some miles to travel home. Musing silentlv, 
there sprung up this sentence, ,, the NINTH hour ! " A thought ran 
through my soul like this : " the ninth hour was a special time with the 
Jews." It was then that they offered up the Paschal Lamb. "At the 
ninth hour," Mark says very distinctly, "Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani ? Which is, being interpreted, My 
God, My God, WHY hast THOU forsaken Me ? " Passing for the present 
"the ninth hour," my heart was drawn into a long and deep research 
after the true and real meaning of this appeal unto the Eternal God, 
by the suffering and expiring Mediator,-THE MAN CHRIST JEsus. 

The Time when this cry pierced the heavens was most remarkable 
and eventful. The Person from whom the cry proceeded was a 
gloriously and gr~ciously exti·aordinary Personage ; and the appeal 
itself was, to my mind, like a fountain full of the most heavenly and 
yet mysterious meaning. 

Towards this time, when Jesus was nailed to the cross, all heaven, 
and all heavenly-minded men had been looking for four thousand years! 
Back upon that time angels, apostles, martyrs, ministers, and all God
blessed Christians have now been looking for near two thousand years ! 
For six thousand years have the eyes of the regenerated elect of God 
been looking-either forward or backward-upon that time, that day, 
that hour-" the ninth hour," when .Jesus with a voice so loud did cry, 
"My God, My God, WHY hast THOU forsaken Me?" 

Neither my time nor my space will'let me give here any thought 
upon the Divine and Human-the complex Person who made the 
appeal: that I have written in outline; but there in silence it must 
lie for awhile. 

The appeal itself gently opened up in my mind on a subsequent 
evening; and just four of the rays, or beams of light which issued 
therefrom are imperfectly :noted here, subject to the criticisms and 
corrections of any of the more favoured ministers of our Great Advocate 
and most glorious High Priest, the Captain of our salvation. 

While our Lord was and is the Mighty God, equal and co-eternal 
· with the Father-here the distinction between the Divine Personalities 
appeared clear and certain-the Holy Son of God, unto the Eternal 
Majesty in the heavens, cries out," Why hast Thou forsaken Me?" This 
was the first ray in my mind. The Eternal Divinity and equally 
eternal distinct Personality of the Son of God in the Trinity, has 
always been the richest and most blessed revelation which my soul has 
been permitted to enjoy. 

VOL. XXX. MAY, 1874.J K 
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Secondly, this appeal did wonderfully unfold the innocence, the 
freedom from taint, or sin of any kind in His immaculate, spotless, per
fect, and holy Pei·son, as though He said, "In ME, Holy Father, as in 
My own Person, as Thy Son and Thy Servant, is there one, even the 
slightest taint which causeth Thee to forsake Me ? " :N" ay, He was 
"holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners," as in His own mys
terious Person He dwells. 

A third thought, more difficult to express than any was this-that 
after hanging so long, after three hours of such intense darkness, after 
enduring the extremes of torment, He comes in all the feelings of His 
Manhood-in all the sufferings and griefs of His soul to the very belly 
of hell itself; and when Philip preached Christ unto the Eunuch, he 
said distinctly, " In His humiliation His judgment was taken away." 
That is, in the darkest and deepest hour of His soul's agonies, He was 
(infeeling, though not in FACT) so bereft and deserted, that all know
ledge of His covenant-engagements-all realisation-for the moment, of 
His true and proper Sonship was so overwhelmed, that, while He never 
lost His hold of faith upon His God, He did lose all enjoyable sense of 
His real character ; therefore, out of the darkness of His deep prostration, 
He cries, ""Wl1y hast Thou forsaken Me?" The Jews had four kinds of 
death for the most guilty of criminals :-Strangling, beheading, burning, 
and stoning. These fom all culminated, I believe, in the death on the 
cross, ·which in my next may appear ; and of all this, more anon. 

The last small beam oflight from this "WHY ? " was exceedingly pre
cious. My pen can find no words fully to define it : this is all I can say of 
it. The Jews, when they would most positively affirm and declare a gTeat 
fact, would do it by way of exulting challenge, as Paul in his triumphant 
eighth of Romans : " Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's 
elect ? " " Who is he that condemneth?" " Who shall separate us? " 
and so on. Now, as OUR JESUS was a complex Person, so this was an 
appeal of a complex character-on the one hand, in His human nature, 
He was amazed. Isaiah says, " It pleased the Lord to bruise Him ; " 
then, as the final climax of the whole, the Prophet says, "He hath put 
Hrn f;o GRIEF ! " That is the word I will explain in my next. On 
the other hand, in His Divine nature, as this precious Redeemer, as this 
Goel, this Daysman is coming out of this dark abyss of the curse, bring
ing His Church up with Him, He triumphantly crie~ out, "0, My God I 
why? ah, why hast Thou forsaken Me? Is it not because it pleased 
Thee to make the iniquity of all Thine elect to meet upon Me? I have 
borne their chastisement ; I have, FOR THEM, been made sin, that they in 
Me might be made righteousness!" Wherefore Luke says, He cried with 
a loud -and strong voice, " Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit;" 
and John is favoured to tell us, His Master then exclaimed, " IT IS 
FINISHED ! and bowed His head, and gave up the ghost." Having in 
the next six days some hundreds of miles to travel, and ten sermons to 
preach, I hope this wondrous theme of life, love, atoning blood, and a 
finished salvation by the One all-perfect and eternal Saviour, will be 
the subject of them all, by yours most truly, 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 
56, Queen's road, Notting hill. April 2, 1874. 
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"IF YOU WILL ONLY LET HIM.'' 

A NOTE TO DR. J. STOUGHTON. 

HONOURABLE DR. STOUGHTON.-As a modern divine of no 
mean order ; as the minister of a Congregational Church of large 

dimensions in the aristocratic part of England's gigantic metropolis; as 
an author of superior ability and extensive fame, I approach you with 
feelings of pure, natural, and social respect, and beseech you to allow 
one of those " foolish things of the world" which Paul told the Co
rinthians, " God had chosen to confound the wise;" one of those 
"weak" ones, sometimes employed "to confound the things which 
are mighty;" yea, as one of those despised things which, in the 
estimation of the higher ranks of the clergy, are as "NOT," or as 
worse than nothing, which the Almighty, the Eternal, Just and Holy 
God sometimes sends forth'' to bring to nought THINGS TH.I.T .ARE," in 
order to illustrate and accomplish two esi;iential and great principles 
"that no flesh should glory in His presence," but that " He that 
glorieth should glory ( only) in the Lord;" as one of those now accoun
ted as "the off-scouring of all things" (1 Cor. iv. 13) I beseech 
you, Dr. Stoughton, to sit down in your study-chair, and let me freely 
speak unto thee : for if thou art not ministerially dishonouring the 
glorious CHRIST OF Gon, then I am fearfully blind and awfully 
deceived, as regards the genius, the design, and the tme character of the 
Gospel ministry. With a gentlemanly and dignified flirt, I think I hear 
you exclaim, "I am engaged! I cannot attend to you! WHO A.RE YOU? 

and WHAT IS THE nature of your mission to me ? " 
Sir, you may be engaged; but I am resolved, in the fear of the Lord, 

in the defence of the Gospel, and with the hope of throwing some fe"IT 
words of holy truth into thy soul, to constrain you to attend to me. 

Do you ask "Who are you ? What's your name ? On what errand 
do ye come?" I answer, with all simplicity and meekness, I am the 
author of'~ The Country Lad and the Christian Curate," whose pages you. 
no doubt, have perused with singular interest, and from whence yon 
learned that I was born in a low and marshy part of this island; that I 
was not exactly "brought up," as the people frequently talk, but that I 
entered an ancient foundation college near the woods, the waters, and 
the hop-gardens of a very rural district ; was subsequently tntinecl 
under the sharp discipline of a venerable parish clerk ; matriculated in 
a printing-office; took my degrees as sub-editor, reporter, and reader to 
a city weekly, and ultimately ordained as a "S.P.B.M." iu London: 
and as "Home Missionary" I haYe travelled and tried to tell the 
tale of evangelical truth in most parts of this our richly-favoured 
British home. My name, sir, in. full, and where I reside, shall be found 
at the end of my note ; so now, having thus introduced myself with 
such frankness and good feeling, I know your gentlemanly, courteons, 
and amiable spirit will calm down to a patient attention to the tew 
words I have to pour so quietly into your ear. 

Oh ! pray, Dr. Stoughton, that it may be with me as it was with that 
good old king, whose name yon know, and who said, "the Spirit of the 
Lord spakebyme; andHisWordwas in my tongue:"for'·He ~hall 
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he as the light of the morning, when the su11 riseth: even a morning with
ont clouds : " that morning, dear Dr. Stoughton, has never yet fully and 
perfectly dawned, either 11pon yolll' precious soul or mi11e; we are still 
li,ing in a rather cloudy dispensation: therefore, it properly becometh 
ns to recei,e with meekness the engrafted Word which is able to save 
us from the perils of the second death ; for, humble distich though it 
be. there is correctness in its sense, which says:-

" The sons of science and of fame 
By God a1•e not preferred ; 

He gives to some of little name 
The treasures of His Word. 

Amos was called from servile clans 
To preach to dying souls ; 

Bunyan from brazing leaky pans, 
And Hunt from heaving coals." 

Despise not, therefore, the day of small things; but, as the King of 
kings stopped, and stopped to listen to the plaintive cries of one 
blind Bartime11s, so, eloq11ent and learned Dr. Sto11ghton (now having a 
member's chair in the Athenamm), sit ye down patiently, and peacefully 
listen to the appeals of "The Cmmtry Lad'and the Christian Cmate," 
who promises not to detain yo11 long. 

First of all, most learned and exalted Dr., let me ask yo11: think ye 
not most painfully, that in the present current history of England, the 
times of Jehoshaphat are being prod11ced over again? · 

"Jehoshaphat," "the j11dg111ent of the Lord" has been· the reigning 
power-the ministerial power-in those Protestant Chmches, which 
were wont to be termed," Independent," and" Baptist" Churches; from 
whence Chmches of yom faith and order first did spring: their min
isters, and their godly people most certainly enjoyed and expounded 
" the J 11dgment of the Lord: " that is the revealed mind and will of 
the Lord God Almighty, as regards the total rnin of mankind i11 the 
fall; as regards the law and the old covenant of works; as regards the 
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and the essential life, light, 
and liberty-bestowing powers of God the Holy Ghost. "The judgment 
of the Lord " was enllD.ciated by many of the faithful fathers who 
lffeceded s11ch m,en as your worthy self, and the co-workers with yo11. 

Often, with sorrow, must yo11 have read that when Jehoshaphat had 
riches and honom in abllD.dance, he went and joined affinity with Ahab, 
who drew the good king Jehoshaphat into a dangero11s and dreadful war, 
wherein Ahab was slain. But the point to which my attention has been 
specially called is that part of the history where the conscience of 
Jehoshaphat compels him to adjme Ahab first to "enquire of the Lord" 
whether they shall with success go 11p against Ramoth-Gilead ? The 
Assyrian King called his 400 prophets, who, all with one consent, ex
claimed, " Go 11p to Ramoth-Gilead and prosper, for the Lord shall 
deliver it into the hand of the king." 

The providence of God brought up Micaiah, a prophet hated by 
Ahab, but honomed of God, whose indirect but piercing verdict was 
opposed to the whole of the 400 false witnesses. Micaiah-a word which 
in the Hebrew means "Who-is-as-the-Lord! "-burst forth with• a 
prophecy fastly fulfilling in our times, when he cried out, "I did see all 
Israel scattered 11pon the mollD.tains as sheep that have no shepherd, and 
the Lord said, These haw no Master : " which is painfully too much the 
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case with the sheep of Christ in these times, most assuredly, Dr. 
Stoughton. The masters in our British Israel are gone ; who have we 
in their stead? God, even now, has not left Himself without witnesses, 
but, for the most part, they are despised. 

Let me proceed. Micaiah's word brought the august assembly to a 
stand. While they are pausing, the Prophet Micaiah is inspired again : 
he says, "Hear the Word of the Lord : I saw the Lord sitting upon His 
throne and all the host of heaven standing on His right hand and on his 
left ; and the Lord said, Who shall entice Ahab, that he may go up :-i,nd 
fall at Ramoth-Gilead ? And one spake, saying after this manner, and 
another saying after that manner. Then there came out a spirit and 
stood befol'e the Lord, and said, I will entice him. And the Lord said 
unto him, Wherewith ? And he said, I will go out and be a lying spirit 
in the mouth of all his prophets. And the Lord said, Thou shalt entice 
him, and thou shalt also prevail ; go out, and do even so." 

Then said Micaiah, "Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a 
lying spirit in the mouth of these thy prophets, and the Lord hath 
spoken evil against thee:" 

For this prophecy poor Micaiah was smitten on the cheek (as many 
other Micaiahs have been), and was cast into prison, being sustained 
with bread of affliction and water of affliction, even unto this very 
day. · 

. Did not that lying spirit come forth in Jacobus Arminius, who was 
considered a famous minister at Amsterdam in the sixteenth century? 
What did that spirit positively affirm? It declared:-

!. That Predestination was not absolute, but conditional. 
2. That Christ has not only redeemed all, but that there is a uni

versal grace given to all mankind: that grace js not an irresistible prin
ciple; that man is a free agent, always at liberty to obey all the motions 
of the Holy Ghost, or to resist them. 

3. That with respect to perseverance, a man may, after justification, 
fall and perish. 

With the earlier errors of Pelagius, in the fifth century, I stop not 
now to trouble you; but having your sermon on " the Periods of Excite
ment," I do, of necessity, protest against the spirit and meaning of this 
paragraph which is published, as expressing your own words. Addressing 
your congregation in Kensington Chapel, on the 8th of February, 1874, 
you said:- · 

"And now I urge again the fact that Jesus is passing by, that He is 
present, and is waiting, as it were, before you, standing and looking at 
you in the face, ready to lay His hand upon you, if you will only let Him. 
And remember, if you miss this opportlmity, when you wake up in another 
world from the state of unconsciousness in which you are in at this 
moment;, you may ask mercy only to be told that Jesus of Nazareth has 
passed by, and that the Saviour has become the Judge." 

Dr. Stoughton, I ask, did you fully believe these things when yon 
delivered them? Did any one of your hearers believe them? Had yon 
authority from the teachings of the Saviour, or from the ministry of the 
apostles, for such assertions? I pause here. I leave you now. Iu the 
month of June, if grace and life be given, I will call on you again. 
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EVIDENCES OF BEING IN CHRIST. 

[Tfic co11el11~ion of M,·. George Burrell', Sc1·mo11.] 

Referring to his text (Romans viii. 1 ), Mr. Burrell proceeds to 
say:-

THIS word condemnation is in some places rendered "damnation," 
and has alarmed some of God's timid 8aints. " He that eateth 

and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself." 
Satan has frightened some of God's people away from the ordinance 
by this text: he has represented it as meaning eternal damnation 
whereas it should be condemnation ; the conduct of the Church at 
Corinth was very condemnable ; that is evidently the meaning there 
and in other places of a similar nature. But the word condemnation 
in our text does mean " damnation." There is no curse, no hell, no 
penalty i;o them which are in Christ, and the reason is this : He was 
made sin for us who knew no sin, He was cursed in our stead, and He 
bath therefore redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a 
curse for us. Ah, then, no wonder to be thus covered and shielded 
from all that is penal and destructive on the one hand, and to be thus 
blessed, honoured, and enriched on the other ; no wonder the Apostle, 
who possessed such a large understanding of these sublime and precio~s 
mysteries, should say, I count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ 
and be found in Him, no matter where we are found; if we are found 
out of Christ, we shall be found wanting; but if trouble finds us there 
it cannot harm us; if temptation finds us there it will only refine us; 
if death finds us there it cannot harm us; and if the great and notable 
day of the Lord finds us there, we shall be safe when worlds depart on 
fire. 0, then, how important the question becomes. Where are we? 
in Christ, or in our sins; in the kingdom of Satan, or in the kingdom 
of God's dear Son. Well, the sensible sinner, the living soul, is deeply 
concerned to know, therefore, let us come, 

Thirdly, To the evidences of interest, as described in the text, 
and they are thus described, they walk not after the flesh but after the 
Spirit. What is it then to walk after the flesh? anxiously enquires the 
believer. Well, the Apostle explains a little lower down what it is in 
these wordE: " They that are after the flesh do mind the things of 
the flesh," that is, they follow with avidity and pleasure the inclinations 
of the flesh, in a great variety of different forms, of course; but it is 
the flesh, fleshly ease, fleshly gratification, fleshly honour, they do not 
walk after the Spirit at all ; they cannot, for they which are in the flesh 
cannot please God; if they walk after religion, and that it. is certain 
thousands do in our days, it is all fleshly religion-that which pleases 
the flesh, that which exalts the flesh-they will follow that which 
grntifies the ·fleshly senses, and so Popery and Puseyism has all manner 
of painted windows and pictures and images to catch the sense of 
seeing, music to catch and please the sense of hearing-many walk after 
this pleasing sound to the natural ear; incense and perfumes to 
gratify the sense of smelling; and the real body and blood of Christ, 
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!l'B theJ: blas]?hemously _assert, for the sense of feeling and taBte. ThiB 
IB walking with a certamty, not only after a fleshly reli!!ion, but after a 
diabolical religion, for it all came from hell and will de~cend again with 
all its votaries, admirers, and followers, as sure as God is true. These 
are, of course, some of the most gross flesh-pleasing systems; and then 
there are a host beside who preach up the power of man's free will, and 
declare the ability rests upon and with man himself to turn to God 
and be a Christian when He pleases, this, of course, pleases the carnal 
mind; but God has determined to stain the pride of all creature glory. 
His determination is that no flesh shall glory in His presence; to walk 
after the flesh, therefore, is to be in the flesh, to be in sin, to be governed 
by its motions, to consult it, and to follow all its dictates as far as lies 
in the power of its followers. We walk after, or follow that which we 
approve ; to walk after the flesh is, therefore, to walk according to the 
course of this vain world, to approve of its maxims, to be at home in 
its company, to be absorbed in its pleasures, to go the way by nature, all 
flesh goes, the broad way, the downward way; it is to go unopposed on 
the stream of sin in the arms of the wicked one down to the chambers 
of death. Such persons have no foundation whatever to hope that they 
are in Christ, ·but give evident and demonstrative proofs that they are 
without Christ and aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers, 
entire strangers to God, being alienated from the life of God through 
the ignorance that is in them; they may be professedly in Him, but 
His solemn words to such are, "Every branch in Me that beareth not 
fruit shall be taken away; every plant which My Heavenly Father bath 
not planted shall be rooted up." 

But those who are vitally, experimentally, and blessedly in Christ do 
not walk after the flesh but after the Spirit. They are not free from 
the flesh; they are plagued and opposed continually by the flesh ; they 
know that in them, that is, in their flesh, there dwelleth no good thing ; 
they will not, therefore, and cannot voluntarily follow that in which 
they are deeply convinced is no good; they are not free from fleshly 
inclinations to sin; they are the snbjects of fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul, and oftentimes they have to mourn and groan because 
of the powerful operations of the flesh; but they are not left and cannot 
fulfil, carry out, and prosecute, as those in the flesh do, the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind; they walk after the Spirit; follow with 
pleasure His promptings; walk after the light of truth ; they walk the 
way of the Spirit which is Truth. " He will guide you into all truth." 
To walk after the Spirit is to cease from one's own works; to leave 
Sinai to renounce self, for if ye be led of the Spirit ye are not under 
the law; to walk after the Spirit is, therefore, to walk in the light as 
He is in the light ; to walk at large, for where the Spirit of the Lord 
is there is liberty ; to walk after the Spirit is to mind the things of the 
Spirit, and to receive most cordially the testimony and things of the 
Spirit of God; His testimony in divine revelation as to sin, salvl'ltion, 
and every other eternal truth; to walk after the Spirit is to be led to 
Christ, for His work is to glorify the Saviour; to walk after His sweet 
teachings and leadings, therefore, is to live a life of faith upon the Son 
of God; to draw all supplies from Christ; to take and to roll all _b~~
dens, sins, and sorrows on Christ, and to be conformed by the Sp1nt s 
power working within to the image of Christ. These are the blessed 
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characters, and these are their marks and evidences, as declared by the 
lips of our most glorious Christ Himself: "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, he that heareth My Word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed 
from death unto life." Have we, then, heard the Word'of Christ, and 
receiYed that Word, not as the word of man but as the Word of God? 
Has it proved to be to us the engrafted Word? Has it brought our 
souls_ into vit, union ~o. Christ? If ~~' we are alive f~·om the d~ad; 
ours 1s the blessed pos1t1on and cond1t1on we have famtly descnbed. 
To us there is no condemnation, and never can be, world without end. 
Amen. 

THE STARS. 

THE stars, the stars, how bright they shine in yon blue vault above, 
As slowly to'ard the distant West in stately march they move. 
I loved them as a little child, and still the star-lit sky 
Has power to fill my wond'ring mind with eager ecstacy. 

Yes, they are vocal to my heart, of Him they softly tell, 
Who in the far-off glory-world enthroned in light doth dwell; 
Whose wisdom their design fi.ret planned, whose power upholds them still, 
.As they in cycles vast roll on obedient to His will. 

Yet they are but His finger works;* how mighty then the arm 
With which His children He defends from all that might alarm!-
That arm on which He bids them lean as through the world they roam; 
The arm that will support each one till all arrive at home. 

Countless though seem yon glitt'ring train, by names He calls them all; 
By number He in power brings out their host empyreal; 
.And lonely though my life may be, I never am alone, 
My every care, to Him who holds the stars, is fully known, 

When darkness veils the slumbering world, yon orbs of radiant light, 
Like sentinels, their vigils keep throughout the silent night; 
So God, enthroned in glory bright, with eye that never sleeps, 
With love's untiring ministry His Israel guards and keeps. 

I watch them with a yearning heart; how still and calm they are! 
Sweet emblems of that world of joy whose peace no foes can mar ; 
Where strife and turmoil shall have ceased, and where, for ever blessed, 
Each worn and weary traveller shall gain the wished-for rest . 

.And oft they raise my grateful thought the star-lit sky above, 
To God's great home where all His saints shall reign in endless love; 
Where I, when called away from earth, hope through His grace to stand, 
To take the place designed for me among the white-robed band. 

Ere long the Sun again will rise,.and then the shining host 
From the illumined firmament to sight will all be lost; 
.And soon the Sun of Righteousness in glory shall arise, 
While lesser lights all fade away before our raptured eyes. 

' Then will all love and joy in Him alone concentred be, 
.And " Christ is all and all'' confeesed throughout eternity.. 
0 may I then in Him be found and His sweet praise prolong 
Far, far beyond the distant stars in Heaven's unending song. 

Holloway. 

.. P~a]m viii. 3. 

MARIAN. 
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A STRONG CONSOLATION & A FEARFUL WARNING; 

OR, TRUE ANIJ FALSE RELIGION. 

Bv JOSIAH MORLING, MrnrsTER OF ZoAR CHAPEL, Irsw1cH. 

2 Cn&oN. xm. 

THIS whole chapter is replete with thrilling interest and instruction. 
It shews a solemn contrast, worthy of our most serious considera

tion. In the first place, we have Abijah, King of Judah, with his 
army of four hundred thousand men. Secondly, Jeroboam, King of 
Israel, with his eight hundred thousand. The historic account is well 
known to every Bible reader. There are not a few who suppose such por
tions of Scripture as this have become obsolete, at least as far as we are 
concerned. We are far from thinking such to be the case. By looking 
at the chapter in a mystic sense, we have Abijah and his people 
representing the true Church of God on earth; Jeroboam and his 
people, the false Church. The former represents the true Church, 
inasmuch that they had not departed from God's order of things relative 
to the service of the Temple, &c. "As for us, the Lord is our God, 
and we have not forsaken Him." Nothing can be more clear to the 
Scripture reader than the fact, that in all ages God has had His own 
order of things respecting true worship; and that the departure 
from it has incurred His righteous displeasure, as in the case of U zza, 
who was smitten for laying hold of the ark to prevent its falling, which 
ark had been put upon a new free-will cart, that had not been ordered 
by, nor received the sanction of, the Lord. As David said, " It was 
because . . . we sought Him not after the due order." Certain it 
is, God's order of things in the Levitical dispensation was beautifully 
typical of a better order, and, far more glorious, that should be displayed 
in the Gospel dispensation.-" Which was a figure for the time then 
present." "For if that which is done away was glorious, much more 
that which remaineth is glorious." If, then, God was so exceedingly 
particular about things which in themselves were but mere shadows, 
and manifested His anger against such as departed from them, how 
much more so concerning things infinitely more valuable and glorious ? 
Judah adhered to the order of the old covenant ; God still has a people 
who abide faithfully by the new covenant order. 

Abijah said, " The priests which minister unto the Lord are the sons 
of Aaron." These, and these only, were ordained, sanctified, called, 
and anointed for so holy and sacred an office. This God Himself had 
solemnly declared, both by commandment and judgment. Is it less 
important that men now should be ordained, sanctified, called, and 
anointed by the Holy Ghost for the more solemn work of the Gospel 
ministry ? Are not spiritual realities far more momentous than carnal 
ordinances, which things could not make the comers thereunto perfect? 
God has never been without His faithful witnesses, nor do we think He 
ever will be, although there has b.een times when they were compar~tivel_y 
few indeed. For many years England has been highly favoured m tins 
respect ; but we can scarce refrain from weeping when we remember 
how mapy truth-loving champions of late have been called from off the 

L 
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stage, and, as yet, so few appear to have received, or even desire the 
mantle of those illustrious men of God. 

Again. " They burn unto the Lord every morning and evening 
burnt sacrifices and sweet incense." Yes, and are there not those still 
"ll""ho glory in setting forth the great sacrificial work of Christ ? Indeed, 
He was the great Sie-bearer: "On Him was laid the iniquities of us 
all." "Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world." Heaven appointed no other, provided no other, approves no 
other, accepts no other. In that was, is, ever will be value, worth, 
dignity. Would we in the hands of our faith bring to the Lord an 
acceptable burnt-offering? Ah, then, let it be nothing short of a 
perfect Christ. Would we bring sweet incense to burn upon the altar 
of our de,otion before our God? 0, then, let it be nothing more nor 
less than the merits of our adorable Redeemer. Precious Lord Jesus I 
Thy precious blood, Thy dignified merits, are indeed the richest per
fume, the sweetest fragrance that earth or heaven knows. 0 ye sons of 
Judah, ye children of the mystic Zion, forget not, forbear not to come 
before the Lord morning and evening with this burnt-offering and 
sweet incense. 

"The shewbread also set they in order upon the pure table." It 
was not lawful for any but the priests to eat the shewbread. God's 
people are a " Royal priesthood" ordained to offer spiritual sacrifices. 
It is they, and they only, who do or can feast upon the bread of life. 
'' Feed the Church of God." What with ? Christ saith, " I am the 
bread of life." Hence, Paul said, " We preach Christ crucified," yea, 
and are determined to know nothing else among men. "Bread corn is 
bruised." Christ was indeed bruised that he might become living 
bread to every poor hungering soul. Fail not then, 0 ye officiating 
priests, to bring the bread of life fresh and hot into the sanctuary 
every Sabbath, that God's hungry poor may be fed, yea, and be satisfied 
with the goodness of His house . 

.A.gain, there was "the candlestick with its lamp." The Gospel of 
God is called " a light that shineth in a dark place." And Obrist said 
to His disciples, " Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to 
every creature." They went forth, carrying the seeds of the everlast
ino- Gospel, and scattered them broadcast wherever they went, which 
b~st and cast forth rays of light, like bright and shining lamps, dis
pelling the darkness, ignorance, and superstition that the people had 
hitherto been wrapt in. Their faces shone, and it was said of them, 
"These men have been with Jesus." So it continues to go on, pre
dictions are being fulfilled, promises accomplished, and Christ, the sum 
:md substance and the true light of the Gospel, has, indeed, become "a 
light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of His people Israel." "The 
light that lighteth every man that cometh into the (spiritual) world." 
The faithful in mystical Judah still set forth the light of the glorious 
Gospel of God, and keep the charge of the Lord our God. 

"And, behold, God Himself is with us for our Captain." Happy 
people l blest beyond compare. 0 what a claim for faith to make I 
God Himself l Not merely a mighty convoy of angels : that would 
have been great. But there is no satisfying a living soul with any
thing short of God Himself. Poor, weak, worthless, insignificant, and 
hell-deserving he feels himself. Yet, true living faith saith, "Give me 
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Christ or else I die." "If Thy presence go not with me, carry us not 
up hence.'' God was with them in His covenant relationship. He is 
still with His dear people in the new covenant relationship. That was 
a covenant of works which could be and was at different times broken 
by the creature. This is ordered in all things and sure : hence, cannot 
be broken, because no creature has any hand in the matter, but the 
three glorious persons in the Trinity in Unity. "There are three that 
bear record in heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; 
and these three are one." In essence, purpose, and power. Eternity, 
immutability, and omnipotence, are essential attributes of the blessed 
Trinity. That was but a time, national, and temporal covenant. This 
stretches back eternal ages, encompasses in its embrace all the changing 
scenes of time without its being changed ; rolls on through countless 
ages of eternity, when the wheels of old nature shall cease to move, 
yea, parallel with the existence of Jehovah Himself. 

Again, when .Abijah uttered these words it appears the eye of 
his faith was fixed upon the faithfulness of God, to which faith 
always gives credit. Faith never doubts, but, like charity, believes 
all things. Many people foolishly and ignorantly take doubts to be 
evidences of Christianity, which perhaps is one of the most prolific 
causes of so much supineness and sterility in our churches in the 
present day. It is high time this wretchedly base deceiver should 
be unmasked, exposed, and denounced by every servant of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Doubts are the fruit of hell, fostered in the corrupt soil 
of the human heart, and are an annoyance and plague to every 
child of God. Faith honours God, doubts dishonour Him. Although 
the Christian may have ten thousand doubts rise up, as perhaps Abijah 
had, yet faith rises higher than them all, and gives them all the lie, 
and says, "God is faithful." He hath said, " Lo, I am with you alway, 
I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.'' She ransacks all the annals 
of history and proves to her satisfaction and their confusion that He 
bath never yet forfeited His word, waxes more bold, grasps the sword, 
and in the strength of the Lord slays all the grovelling, flesh-pleasing 
calf-worshippers. Abijah's faith had God's great power also in view. 
Did not the great apostle say, " I can do all things through Christ who 
strengtheneth me?" The power of Jehovah is always ready to be put 
into operation on, behalf of His dear people when needed. It matters 
not if it is the Red Sea or Jordan to be passed through, to blast an 
Assyrian army, to open prison doors, the casting out legions of devils, 
frustrating the subtle plots of hell, or turning to naught the cunning, 
crafty artifices of the time-serving, calf-kissing, truth-hating Jero
boams, who are stalking all over our country, pretending to be friends 
to Israel, but are leading poor deluded souls blindfolded to hell, and 
endeavouring to wrench the sceptre from the hand of our royal, anti
typical Judah, and trying with all their might to annihilate from the 
face of the earth the people who abide by the good old yea and amen 
order of things. But, saith faith, " Cheer np, fellow soldier, for God 
Himself, in all the omnipotence of His power, is with ns for our 
Captain ; He has a thorough knowledge of all our enemy's stratagems, 
He never leaves in time of war, but makes the arms of our hands 
strong for the battle, yea, even fights our battles for us. Therefore, to 
Hirn we will look and pray, in Him put our trust, on Him rely. The 
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victory is sure, for He giveth the victory to all that love Him through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and we shall be more than conquerors through 
Rim who hath loved us. 

Cautiously would we now look at the solemn warning. 

(To be concluded ne..-ct month). 

PRACTICAL ADVICE ON THE STUDY OF ENGLISH. 

NO"W before setting to work to show you how to proceed in the study of 
English Grammar, allow us to caution you against a very common 

error : many persons say, " w·hat is the use of wasting time, and puzzling 
our brains about nouns, adjectives, verbs, &c.; we can talk very well without 
that." This is not the right way of looking at the matter, whether you can 
detect them or no, you may depend upon it you make plenty of blunders, just 
because you are not acquainted with the rules of Grammar, and it is only 
because you have never mastered the mysteries of the nine parts of speech 
that you cannot discover your own mistakes. You cannot learn to speak 
correctly by studying the Dictionary, which is simply for reference. Once 
for all, it must be understood, plainly and distinctly, that the study of Gram
mar is neither to be shirked nor skimmed lightly over; it must be well masti
cated, and thoroughly digested before you can possibly proceed to our main 
object, the study of the Greek Testament, because tlie principal grammatical 
terms are alike in English and Greek, and until you are quite familiar with 
the general facts of Grammar you are not in a position to proceed to the study 
of another language. 

Do not imagine that Grammar is an artificial set of rules imposed upon 
the language, or that the Grammar was formed first, and the language after
wards shaped in accordance with it; these are both errors. Grammar, rightly 
considered, is merely a statement, in as clear a manner as possible, of facts 
already existing. English Grammar is an unfolding of those general prin
ciples which are found to govern all languages, and also of those various 
peculiarities which distinguish our own from other tongues. The authors of 
the Grammar-book did not make rules for the language, they simply stated, 
as best they were able, the rules which already existed, and were observed by 
the usage of the best writers in the language. 

It would be more than our space would allow to go through the Grammar 
piecemeal ; and the book we have recommended is so simple that we do not 
imagine you will meet with many difficulties. We shall, therefore, content 
ourselves with a few observations on some points which might possibly escape 
your notice. You must write out every exercise from the beginning ; never 
mind if some of the earlier ones look very simple, you had much better go 
again over something you know already than miss anything. Do not be 
afraid of the labour of writing out the exercises, it is the only way to master 
them thoroughly ; do not be lazy and think reading them will do as well. 
There is no royal road to learning any subject. You can get a slate for four
pence, and when you have done one exercise you can rub it out and go on 
again. Do not miss anything. Go straight through the book, page by page, 
till you reach page 59, when you may pass on to page 100, leaving the 
remarks on derivation until you have finished the book; they are ve1y use
ful, but not being absolutely necessary to correct speaking, you can leave 
them for the present. Do not be alarmed at the sight of the verbs written out 
in full from page 34 to 44, they must be thoroughly mastered, and a little 
diligence will soon overcome all difficulties. At this point you may advan
tageously refer to page 146. Write out not only the exercises on the verbs, 
but the forms of the verbs themselve8, first the auxiliaries, then the verb "to 
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praise," and then the passive "to be praised," in the form recommended at 
page 162. Write these out not on~e, nor twice, but continually, until you 
know them, and can repeat them easily from memory. 

It may be asked what is the best way of committing anything to memory? 
should we sit down, or stand up, or walk about; to this we say, whichever 
Y?U fi?d most convenient to yourself, practice will teach you better than any 
direction of ours, and rules that would suit one person's disposition would be 
altogether unfit for another. Still, if we gave any general rule upon com
mitting to memory, it would be this :-when you have read anything over 
carefully, so that you understand it, write it out, then read it over several 
times, and try whether you have made any progreHs by putting your hand on 
the slate, and endeavouring to repeat the lesson : continue this process until 
you have mastered whatever it is you are engaged upon, sufficiently to write 
it from memory. Never proceed to a fresh lesson until you have thoroughly 
mastered the one before it, and do not go hopping and jumping about the 
book here, there, and everywhere. I£ anything appears very difficult, do not 
give it up, read it over very slowly and carefully several times, and if you 
cannot understand it then, put it away till the next day, then look at it again, 
and it will be plainer than before. I£ you do not understand it now, try 
again the next day, and so on, until your difficulties vanish. · 

The learner must not be discouraged because at first his ideas of the 
subject are rather hazy; further acquaintance will remove all this. There 
are four stages in mental assimilation : firstly, when we feel uncertain as to 
whether we are right at all; secondly, when a strong effort has to be made to 
recollect the required rule ; thirdly, when it readily occurs to us directly we 
want to use it ; and, fourthly, when it becomes a part of us, and we employ 
it unconsciously. 

We shall suppose that our student has, during the day, bought an .Allen 
and Cornwell's Grammar. On leaving his work he scans it through as he 
walks home. Having seated himself with his Grammar before him he pro
ceeds to write out the first exercise, the paragraph on which he has learnt 
going home. On correcting it he finds numerous mistakes, and, therefore, 
resolves to commit to memory more thoroughly the lesson. He reads the 
first one through very carefully, till he quite understands it, and then aloud, 
at the same time endeavouring to imprint the form and look of the words on 
his eye. When he thinks that he has mastered the instruction on the first 
page, he will write it out verbatim, and compare it with the book to see if it 
is quite correct, and should it not be he will pursue the foregoing method 
again and again until it is ine:ffacably fixed in his memory, and he can write 
it out exactly word for word. He will then carefully write out the exercise, 
and afterwards correct it, drawing a line under his errors, so as to be able to 
go through them at the earliest opportunity. Until he has done all this he 
will not attempt the next lesson. We cannot too strongly impress upon our 
student's mind that it is not his object to get through as many exercises as 
possible, but to leai-n, and the two things are by no means the same. Before 
finally putting away his books for the night, he will ask himself what he has 
learnt, and should he not be able to readily answer this very important 
question he will again go through his evening's work until he can. If he has 
any spare time on the morrow morning he will read the lesson over again, 
and look carefully through his corrections in the exercises, so as to prevent 
their fading from his recollection. Of course be need not read over what he 
has done rightly, but only his corrected mistakes. When he has gone 
through each exercise in this manner a second time be will make a mark in 
the book against the sentences over which be stumbled, so as to be able to 
easily write out them alone again and again, and he may advantag~ou_sly 
read over the rules as often as he likes. On his way to business in the rnornmg 
he will commit to memory the succeeding rules one by one. This, with a 
little practice, he will find quite easy, and it will sav:e much tim~. O_ur own 
experience leads us to strongly recommend this ; mdeed, phys10log1sts say 
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that some action of the body is needed to counterbalauce the extra activity 
of the brain during the period of study. But the student must not forget to 
practise at the first available opportunity what he has thus learnt. At such 
intervals as he may have during the day he will repeatedly go through the 
rules he is committing to memo'.ll', for a lesson which has been learnt by heart 
in the usual way is generally forgotten in three hours ; the memory must, 
therefore, be continually exercised in order to baffle its treachery. He can 
pursue the same method at night going home as in the morning, and if he 
cannot see to read fresh rules, he can think over the old ones, and what 
exercises he is going to do when he gets home. This is hard work, but we are 
sure that our future ministers will deem no sacrifice too great in the cause of 
Christ, and love to the Master will hallow and brighten the sternest toil. 

J. L. and J.E. B. 

Any communications on the subjects of these papers, or exercises for correction, may 
be addressed to J. L., 3, Avenue rd., Clapham, S. Inclose stamp if a reply is required. 

A CURIOUS, ORIGINAL, RHYMING LETTER, BY THE 
CELEBRATED COALHEAVER. 

MR. R--, a minister in Cambridgeshire, having read with much interest 
Mr. Hooper's Memoirs of Huntington, has kindly forwarded a copy of 

the following singular letter from him, which came into his hands from his 
family having been friends of that extraordinary man, and has never before 
appeared in print. Its publication will, no doubt, gratify many, although 
written in a jocular humour, unusual in his correspondence, which, as is well 
known, is generally and almost entirely of a deeply spiritual nature :-

RE,EREND LADIES,-
! received your in and out, round about, up and down, to and again 

epistle; what shall I call it? Why a medley of faith and unbelief, darkness 
and light, fire and water, smoke and heat, good sense and nonsense, simplicity 
and inconstancy, sincerity and incoherency, some divinity but no affinity, a 
wild decoction but no connection, well-meant and quickly sent, honest frag
ments and broken sentiments, a little joy and some sadness, some composure 
and great madness, expressive of grief and asking relief, talking of liberality 
and complaining of indigency, expression of another's woes and begging for 
a suit of clothes. .A.sk what you will, Ladies, I will not say " nay." _ I have 
sent the clothes, and the old divine is to appear at Shiloh with them the next 
Lord's day, and to minister in them before the Lord, as Samuel once did. 

At present I have hardly time to send yon either prose or rhyme. I have a 
deal of work in hand and scarce a moment to command ; I have carried on 
the begging trade, and spent three days in this parade, and having travelled 
London round, I gathered five-and-thirty pound, which gave the priest so 
much content, that he is now set off for Kent. 

Last night I preached at Silver street, and 'twas a time both choice and 
sweet, and as I saw so great a throng, I made a speech two houi:s long ; Mrs. 
Sanctus came to me, and said " the Lord had set her free, in all her life that 
she could find, she never found the Lord so kind." I wish you, sister Baldock, 
health, and more in love with Christ than wealth, and when from Mary I am 
free, she may expect to hear from me. Remember me to sister Bi_d, and 
thank her for the deed she did, with my request Rhe did comply, nor did she 
fail to bring the pie. Pray, give my love to all at large, n_1y deb!s of, love do 
thou discharge ; let Mr. Holden have his share, and Mr. G1lbe1t, 1f he s there. 
I wish you all the best of joys, and happiness that never cloys ; and as I can
not see their face, I'll meet them at a throne of grace. 

Your humble servant, I remain, until I see you all again,-
\VrLLIAM HuNTING'l'ON, dwells at Paddington. 

[No date; but he lived there 1789 to 1798.J 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 143 

LINES ON THE DE.A.TH OF MISS M.A.LLOCK. 

MARY MALLOCK departed in peace to her eternal rest on the 9th Feb. last. Mary 
was the second daughter of the late Andrew Mallock, Esq, of Millbank Street, 
Westminster, who was for many years a Deaco~ Romney Street C'hapel. Shortly 
before Mary's death, when extremely low, lifting11J both hands, she exclaimed, " Glory, 
glory; I am going to heaven." Thus, with a firm trust in her Saviour, she fell asleep. 

SnE sleeps in Jesus, life's battle is o'er, 
Sin, sorrow, or pain shall affect her no more ; 
The Valley is past,-the victory won, 
.A.nd all that is wearying, past and clone. 
She patiently waited till the summons should come 
From the Master she loved, to take her safe home; 
Sheltered by His love, so warm and so bright, 
She knew in the eventide there would be light. 
Through the Valley He led her, with scarcely a sigh, 
She knew He would guide her to that land on high
Where her sorrows and tears will evermore cease, 
.A.nd her joys and delight will ever increase. 
Safe in His arms, with no foe to fear, 
Yet leaving behind her those tender and dear ; 
She would not their hearts should sorrow or sink, 
For they soon shall be joined by a heavenly link. 
Then mourn not, oh ! weep not, she is happier far 
In the presence of Jesus, her "Bright Morning Star," 
His love is her strength, to fail never more; 
.A.nd to those who are left-there's reunion in store. 
Only her body lies 'neath the green sod, 
Her spirit is hovering near the throne of her God; 
Her voice will now mingle with bright angels' song,
She will praise without ceasing the Father and Son. 
'Tis hard to be parted ; yet do not feel sad, 
Remember, thy loss makes thy dear sister glad ; 
Glad to be first on that happier shore, 
Where she is not lost to thee,-but gone on before. 
God loved her, and took her to dwell there with Him, 
Because she was weary of this world of sin ; 
.A.tHis tender mercy do not murmur or sigh, 
The same rest awaits you in that land on high. M. J. T. 

THE DEW. (HOSEA XIV. 5.) 
DRAWING from heaven its birth, 
Gladdening the thirsty earth 
With gems of priceless worth 

Descends the dew. 
So doth God's love appear 
Ooming from heaven's high sphere, 
With words of holy cheer 

Our hearts to woo. 
In midnight's darkest hour, 
Oheering the thirsty flower 
With sweet refreshing power 

Descends the clew. 
So in dark sorrow's night, 
Making our burdens light, 
Oometh God's promise bright, 

Faithful and true. 
Not on the cedar tall, 
But on the flow'rct small, 
Choosing the least of all, 

Descends the clew. 

So God's rich charity, 
Scorning the Pharisee, 
Dwells with humility, 

E'en as the dew. 
Not when thick clouds appear, 
But in the still calm air, 
When all is bright ancl clear, 

Descends the dew. 
So when temptation's wile 
Doth our frail hel1rts beguile, 
Thick clouds our F"ther's smile 

Hide from our view. 
Oh ! Thou Celestial Dove, 
Let Thy rich power of love, 
Falling from heaven above, 

Drop as the dew. 
Come, Thou Consoling Guest, 
Give to the weary rest, 
Pour on each wounded breast 

Grace ever new. 
J.E. B. 
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PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS . .. ,. 
Pape,·s R~ccived-" Green Lea ' a been called home, and as a library of I! Mo~thly. Voice from Homerton ow: " I statistical and official matters connected 

Variety rn Church history, theology, and I with our denomination, this issue is well 
poetry.-0ld Jonathan abounds with pie-, produced and arranged with much care 
tures and reading suited for circulation. ! and correctness. 'l'he memories of our 
Mr. Covell's sermons; good truth, with I deceased ministers have all been written 
the e~erience thereof. "A Sermon for I expressly for The Hand-Book. 
the Young," by C. H.Spurgeon. Tlw Day: "War with Amalek for ever," says The 
of Days gives a fine picture of Paul at : Monthly Reco,·d. April nmnbe1· exhibits 
Philippi. Th.e Christian Age Part for Mr. R. Steele, Dr. Manning, and the 
April furnishes Dr. Sutherland's Dedi- I Society of Arts in a sharp collision. Offices 
cat<?i-,r Sermon ; one of the richest in Ex- I of Monthly Reco,·d are now removed to 5, 
pos1t10n The Age has given us yet. Our I Racquet Court, Fleet Street. 
01!'" Fii-esidc; Home Words; Chee,·ing 1 " The Resurrection," both by poetry 
Jf 01·ds, &c. : the last, though least, is the I and prose pieces, is truthfully expounded 
olde_st. of them all, and if our zealous in The Rock, a penny weekly paper, cheap, 
Christian teachers and tract distributors , comprehensive, and faithful to the grand 
were but as fond of little Cheering Words principles of the Reformation (W. H. and 
as is the venerable deacon at Zoar Chapel, ; L. Collingridge ). We think the follow
m Ipsmch, they would be circulated much ing very precious: 
mder than they now are. I "We have found Him; and before Him 

Pi:esbyterianism is discussed and Scrip-, Low we.kneel an~ clasp His feet;_ 
turally examined at great length in NO I A:1-d while t_hus His presence provmg, 
XIX - . . . · 1 L1Sten to His accents sweet, 

. of Th.e [nzted Kingdom Anti-Papal, We have • the Christ indeed.' 
League Magazine, edited by James John- j The Saviour of the chosen seed; 
stone Esq. of 16 Princes Street Edin- He of w~om ~he prophets told 
b h' Th' · ' · ' I To our sires m days of old; 

urg . e various phases of the Pro- I , Son of God in mortal mould• 
testant and Papal conflict, now fast ap- Tho'u art risen, indeed! 
proaching a terrible crisis, are ventilated Lord of Life! Oh, leave us never, 
in this Scottish magazine with ability zeal Though Thy for~ no more we see; 
and honest boldness. Mr.Johnston~ tell~ ~it1"0~~tF~i~~d ~';ffi~~~~:0;.~ver. 
you the time-of-day in unmistakeable Hallelujah! let us raise 
terms. Louder yet the song of praise i 

" Th B d f Ch · d h H f Let us still repeat the strain, ,, e o Y O ris~ an t e ouse O Telling how the Lamb was slain, 
God. We have received a small book, How gloriously He rose again, 
bearing the following title: Baptism: Only Hallelujah! Praise the Lord." 
the Holy to be Baptized." To us, this ap- The lnterpreter.-Sixteen parts of this 
pears very clever; but if the arguments royal quarto, this elegant work for family 
and conclusions are correct, then away worship, are published; five more parts 
goes our order at once and for ever. Our will complete the volume; and, when sub
readers shall hear more of this, if pas- stantially bound, will form a prope).'ty 
sible. more valuable than all the pictorial albums 

The Baptist shows up Mr. Beecher, of in the world. Gems of heavenly truth are 
Brooklyn, as quite a play-actor; the great scattnecl through the pages which con
Arminian orator seems going off into vince us there must be a deep love to the 
weakness. The Baptist recently gave a great principles of grace in the compiler's 
report of many conversions in detail, soul; he says, "the Lord's purposes of 
which are striking and solemn : whether grace will not fail. Jesus shall see of the 
they are the result of the Holy Spirit's travail of His soul and heaven shall be 
work in regenerating; in revealing Christ tenanted by rejoicing millions. Out of 
unto-'.new-born souls; and in sanctifying the poorest and meanest of mankind 
them through the truth, or not, we dare sovereign grace will select its favoured 
not decide; they are reported as deeply : ones, and make them partakers of its 
solemn events. "" e can only look on and ' bounty." With these favoured ones may 
inly pray that all our Churches might be we be found. Amen. The Interpreter is 
revived and enlarged. published by Passmore and .Alabaster, 4, 

Baptist Hand-Book for 1874. London: Paternoster Buildings. 
Yates and .Alexander. As a volume for Without Money and Without Price. A 
inforwation, for constant reference, or a sermon by C. H. S. London: Passmore, 
memorial of those good men who have &c. We han, as requested, gone through 
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thiB cliecouree again, ancl have marked its 
strong points, but our time this mon~ 
will not allow us to separate between that 
which is pure free-grace, and those pieces 
which involve a price beyond man al
together. It is the Herefordshire Miller 
and Mr. Cresswell over again. Old 
William Prynne, once a famous barrister 
of Lincoln's Inn, wrote a volume, entitled 
" God no Mocker : " wherein salvation, as 
the eternal and free gift of God to the 
blood-royal heirs to the throne, is set forth 
in a masculine and Scriptural form, honest 
in truth and harmonious in every note. 
Our modern divines have heard of the 
fearful frailties of some of our fathers who 
proclaimed the full Goepel as revealed by 
the Holy Ghost. The most orthodox have 
gone, occasionally, over the land-marks, 
and their extravagances and weaknesses, 
their affiictions and temptations have been 
so magnified, that their very names carry 
a horrible sound to the ears of the modern
ized, the educated, the evangelized, and 
the converted of these clays of advanced 
thought, rapid progress, amalgamation, 
and monopoly. Like Mordecai, we must 
sit down outside the gate in sackcloth and 
ashes; like Mordecai, we cannot bow down 
to everything which passes for Gospel ; 
like Mordecai, we have cried with a loud 
and bitter cry ; like Mordecai, we know 
deliverance to all despised Israelites will 
come. "Without money," &c., will be 
fairly weighed; and the Hereford Miller 
will not be forgotten. 

Catholic Sermons by Eminent Ministers 
of all Denominations. London: F. E. 
Longley, 29, Farringdon Street. Portraits 
of ancient ministers always presented men 
with the clear stamp of holiness and godli
ness upon them; but the portraits in these 
Catholic Sermons are terribly strange. 
.Arthur Mursell, Dr. Parker, and Charles 
Garrett present very singular frontispieces; 
they are all clever men; but the .Almighty 
speaks of two classes of shepherds, those 
who feed themselves but who food not the 
flock, and those who sacrifice all their 
earthly interests (like Paul) that they may 
be Goel 's indtruments to strengthen His 
flock. These discourses, as moral essays, 
are well prepared. 

A Portrait of Mr. Rogers, and a brief 
memoir of this remarkable man, famous 
for devotion, instruction, and charges 
given to new pastors, will be found in 7Yie 
Sword and Trowel for April. Every 
Ch1·istian man must be thankful that here 
and there in this wicked world a reall[ 
good man is to be found. Mr. Spurgeon s 
report of the still increasing tide of pros
perity in his immense tabernacle is deeply 
humbling to some of us. 

The Gospel Magazvne for April (W. H. 
and L. Collingridge ). For quiet, spiritual, 

· ~PPY Christi~ns, this monthly excels all 
the monthlies with which we are ac
quain~ed. 

S<miething New. "Potatoes Grown on 
Tiles." Our country friends have large 
plots of garden ground. The April 
Gardener's 1l1agazine has much instruction 
for gardeners of every size. It is pub
lished by Allen, in Ave Maria Lane. 

Mr. John Bunyan McCure's Pamphlets. 
Published by R. Banke, 5, Racquet Court, 
Fleet Street. No one whose mind is open 
to receive an astonishing testimony to the 
power of Divine grace will be able to read 
The A'/,/$f;ralian Widow in the Valley of 
Decision without deep searchings of heart, 
especially if the obedience of faith has 
been neglected. Lay aside all your vol
umes of controversy and authorities on 
the True Eternal Baptism, and if the 
Saviour's commission-if the Acts of the 
Apostles and the inspired Epistles are not 
enough to convince you who are uncon
vinced, then read these few pages in The 
AttStralian Widow. If this has not "suffi
cient weight to call your faith into a loving 
practical discipleship, we should fear you 
are blind and hardened to an alarming 
extent. Faith Triumphant is another of 
Mr. McCure's pamphlets which carries us 
into the dying chamber of the late Mrs. 
Beale, whose experience and expressions 
are beautifully adapted to strengthen the 
faith of such poor things who stand shiver
ing on the brink and fear to launch away. 
Ancient Witchcraft: sl1odern Spiritualism, 
Tried by the Word of God, is an exposure 
of that popular and powerful delusion of 
the day which is sweeping away its thou
sands. With much zeal, holy indign:>tion, 
and nervous ability, Mr. McCure has laid 
this daughter of " the mother of harlots" 
naked and bare. All honest Englishmen 
must feel indebted to the pastor of Eden 
chapel, Cambridge, for this thundering 
attack upon the citadel of Satan. 

Free and Sovereign Grace. A sermon 
by Rev. E. Wilkinson, M.A., Ph.D., Rector 
of Snargate and Snare. London : Robert 
Banks. )Ve love to see the Bible re-pro
ducing itself from age to age, in the life, 
work, faith, and entire devotedness to the 
eternal truth of the Almighty Jehovah, as 
is seen in the triumphs over desolation and 
ruin accomplished by the preacho~ and 
author of this elaborate and extru,ordmary 
discourse. Like another Hezekiah, Mr. 
Wilkinson has been the honoured instru
ment of raising up the shattered walls of 
Zion, and as a restorer of paths to cl well 
in he has evidently been seut by the Lord 
to' turn the wilderness into a fruitful field ; 
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to set up and to unfurl the ancient banner 
of the original and only Gospel which our 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself and His 
Apos~les p

0
reached unto the people. Mr. 

VI _1lkrnson s sermon on " Free and Sove
reign grace " is a tower of strength in 
defence of those heaven-revealed princi
p_les which are, in these days, almost. en
tirely holden back. We pray that many 
thoueands of ou'. young people may read 
this sermon. With the Divine blessing it 
will preserve them from being carried' on 
to the dangerous sands of free-will and 
the other delusive schemes of the day. A 
neat _two-penny book by the same author, 
published by Hunt a:nd Company, entitled 
Fun_damental Doctrines of Religum; or, 
Script,wc Plan of Salvation. In due con
~ecutive order is a casket full of inspired 
Jewels1 Death to Popish and Arniinian 
Doctrines, by the Five Points. Will help 
t? _show am.:ious enquirers the new and 
hvmg war; while the Snargate Free-Grace 
1 racts will confirm the unconfirmed in 
truth, and comfort the seeker after the 
salvation of God. 

"England is the centre~ of a conspi
r:1-cy against t~e Majesty of God, the 
rights of mankmd, and the welfare of 
society!" So saith The Christian 
Standard. Is this a true charge against 
our Protestant country? "A calm obser
ver" says, "The profession of what is 
called religion in this day looks like a 
large commercial enterprise; selfish am
bition ; rais!ng large structures; obtaining 
naturally gifted orators; gathering im
mense assemblies ; and obtaining the 
people's money, professing that the aim is 
to help the Eternal God to convert the 
world." If tabernacles and talented min
isters, hosts of people, and large sums of 
money are tests of prosperity in Heaven's 
holy _caus~, then, as yet, the Pope and his 
RoID1sh kingdoms have the best of it. 

We would call attention to the adver
tised proposal to issue a New Edition of 
Hymns, by Mr. Thomas Stringer. His 
Hymn~ are original ; they are the Gospel 
of Christ, and the Grace of God, with the 
work of the Holy Spirit; all set in such 
plain and correct verse, that thousands 
have read and sung them joyfully. Let 
us all help our brother to give the 
Churches a new and enlarged edition. 

" Wl,at is the Trinitarian Bible Society?" 
See the Penny Tract, at Marlborough and 
Co.'s, Ave Maria lane. This Society is 
richly deserving of the warmest support 
of all who value the dissemination of the 
Revealed Will of our Triune God. Per
versions of Scripture are fearfully ruinous. 
Come to the help of the Trinitarian Bible 
Society, 

VoI: III of The Christian Standard is 

now completed. Mr. James Grant and 
his c?~tributors are throwing out their 
expos1t1ons of those things which are true, 
and good, and necessary to be believed · 
and they are trying to stem the torrent of 
error and of semi-Romanism ; but, turn 
w~ere you may, the public, as a rule, the 
priests and parsons in particular have 
opened their doors to receive del~sions · 
and the battle appears dead against us. ' 

" Valiant Women of Is,·ael ! " In the 
13:te Mr. William Garrard's last edition of 
his "Valiant Men," he has ndded &everal 
poems of the Noble Women who have 
done _good service in the cause of Christ. 
The simple, the genuine, the most touching 
genius of the Leicester Poet never came 
out with ideas more correct 'and enchant
ing. than_ in his little essays upon the 
Valiant Sisters. Mrs. Garrard the sorrow
ing widow, has heaps·of the good watch
man's works. Her address is 14 New 
Town street, Leicester. Our Ch~istian 
ladies will thank us for recommending 
them to procure copies. 

THE LATE THOMAS JUGGINS. 

lo the Editoi· of" The Earthen Vessel." 
DEAR Sm,-Another of the old veterans 

in the Strict _Baptist. connexion has just 
passed away m Mr. Thomas Juggins, of 
Thame, Oxon, for many years associated 
with the cause at Thame, as minister, etc. 
But, ah! many days have passed since 
then : many changes he has seen ; and 
though he passed away not enrolled as a 
member with us, yet he loved to meet and 
"'.as one in heart, being a thorough Bap
t1st of the true type. The last time he 
was out was at our Sunday School Anni
versary, on Good Friday, to hear Mr. 
Briscoe, of Salem chapel. He was taken 
ill in the evening, to which he succumbed 
on the Tuesday week following ; was borne 
to his last resting place on the Friday, 
followed by many friends. Yes, many 
were the friends he made by his acts of 
kindness-deeds not known till he passed 
away ; for he detested to hear of any one 
sounding a trumpet before they did any 
act. He, though reproached and scorned, 
tried not to justify himself, but let time 
reveal it. He has left a life of deep trou
ble and tribulation; yes, too deep to tell 
which must, have crushed him, had he not 
One above earthlyfriendstolean upon; but 
now he has gone to join the songs in a 
nobler clime which he so loved to hear 
about on earth. The old familiar face and 
pleasant company will be enjoyed no more 
by any here, for he is gone, but not for-
gotten by, yours truly, R. C. B. 

Tltame, Oxon. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
THE GROVE-MR. JAY-AND MR. BR.ADB17RY. 

Mn. Eo1Ton,-Easter Sunday morning 
found me in Grove chapel, Camberwell. 
In my boyish days I have seen that neat 
and beautiful place of worship crowded ; 
and then you had to be early, and beg 
hard for a seat, and consider it a favour 
to get one at all. I can remember the 
noble figure of Joseph Irons (robed in 
that gown he would wear) in that hand
some pulpit, which he built with his own 
hands, when addressing with eloquence 
and earnestness the attentive and compact 
body of sober Christians who were wont 
to gather there to listen to the choice 
expositions of Biblical and experimental 
truth which flowed from the lips of the 
author of " J azer ." I think, sir, those 
were days when "truth flourished in our 
streets." The " Surrey side," then, had 
many Churches of Truth, enjoying both 
prosperity and peace. James Wells, at 
the Borough road; Thomas Gunner, also 
in the Borough; Mr. Lewis, at Trinity; 
George Francis, at Snowsfield; C. W. 
Banks, at Crosby row; and others might 
be named. 

But how the scene is changed! When 
I entered Grove chapel on Easter Sunday 
morning, 1874, the place was not a quarter 
occupied. I was kindly shown to a seat, 
and handed a copy of the tenth edition 
of "Zion's Hymns," containing "611 
Original Hymns, by Joseph Irons, dated 
from the Shepherd's Tent, Jan. 21, 
1846." In front of the pew of which I 
was the only occupant, I saw nine pews 
without a single worshipper, and when I 
looked around the beautiful building, so 
scantily occupied, I sorrowfully thought 
of the balm days when I, as a lad, bad 
seen that house of prayer packed with 
earnest hearers. Some excellent Christian 
brother was in the pulpit : a layman, I 
presume. He had been unexpectedly 
called to occupy the pulpit ; at least, I 
gathered so from his observations; and, as 
appropriate to the season (Easter), we 
had some remarks on the " Resurrection," 
and I think he did the best be could ; and, 
doubtless, the officials at the Grove were 
grateful for his endeavours to preach. 
But there appeared to me altogether a 
want of life in the entire service. The 
good friend who read the hymns, read 
them without emphasis or expression
muob like a school-boy repeats his lesson. 
Not like Elijah Packer would read them, 
with love in his heart, a tear in bis eye, 
joy in his soul, which would find expres-

sion and power in the happy and cheerful 
way he would "give out" the hymn, and 
lead the people along in their service of 
song; and the people caught the spirit, 
and would they not-

H Praise their Maker in their Rong? '' 

They would and did. But the singing 
appears to have been deputed in a great 
measure to the Sunday school children, 
who occupy part of the gallery, led by 
an harmonium; and so far as one could 
judge, it took some time before the little 
songsters discovered the tune, and then 
several little voices would burst forth, 
perhaps, with more zeal than accorded 
with time or tune. I do not here discuss 
the question of musical instruments, but 
even with an harmonium you must have 
a leader-and this is a want at the Grove. 

I was led to the Grove by seeing a 
paragraph in The Earthen Vessel, stating 
that Mr. Jay had resigned, and that his 
probable successor was a minister who 
bad been well received at the Surrey 
Tabernacle. I had been informed this 
information was not literally true. Mr. 
Jay-you will, I know, regret to hear-is 
too ill to preach; and the pulpit is now 
being occupied by different ministers. 
But Mr. Jay bas not resigned; he is still 
pastor at the Grove; but you may gather 
the •tate of Mr. Jay from a remark from 
the desk on the morning of my visit-we 
were told the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper would be deferred till the follow
ing Sunday, when Mr. Jay hoped to be 
able to administer the same, probably for 
the last time. ',Ve were told this was Mr. 
Jay's thought, and was not stated to 
"favour any wicked or folse report that 
had gone abroad." I know, sir, you will 
regret to hear that Mr. Jay is in so low a 
state ; no one could have spoken in higher 
terms of Christian love and affection 
than you have of the Grove pastor ; and 
it would rejoice your heart to hear that 
the Lord had restored him to health and 
strength, and that, through his labours, 
the Church was prospering and in peace. 
But it is not so. 

Sunday morning, April 19, I was again 
a hearer at the Grove. But the scene was 
changed. As we ascended the bill leading 
to the chapel, the sun shone out with 
warmth and brilliance; the beautiful 
trees that line each side of the Grove were 
newly clothed with their bright green 
foliage; the birds were warbling their 
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cheerful notes, and all nature appeared to • which free, sovereig~1, and elective spirit 
rejoice. Drawing nearer the chapel, we are man refuses to allow to his Mnker, wheJ 
joined by numbers who appear to be the great subject of salv11t!on is proclaimed, 
wending their way to the house of prayer, But the Church of old tr1~m_phantly threw 
so pleasantly situated as to bring to mind ~erself u~o.u. that one m~1sputable fact, 
the words of the poet Our Go 1s m. the heavens. and He hath 

' done whatsoever He hath pleased ; " and the 
"Stanrts like a palnco, built. for God eternal God bath Himself proclaimed, "'.My 

To show His milder face." counsel shall stand, and f will do all My 
As we enter the chapel, we find the pleasure." Therefore, those who "know 

pew-openers are busy in finding seats for the truth," and by that truth are made free 
the woT'Shippers, the place is not crowded, from the delusions of men; and who are not 
but there is a large congregation. The ig·norant of the devices of Satan, may rejoice 

· b in the prospect which is before them · for 
service cgins-thepeople sing cheerfully; "the Truth,, Himself must reign until He 
and Joyful anticipation seems marked on has put all enemies beneath His feet: then 
many countenances. Mr. ThomasBradbury, shall the saints of the Most High take the 
of Chesterfield, with his cheerful and kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever 
florid countenance, is in the pulpit. Is and ever. 
this the minister who is referred to in your It .vould be only the work of a traitor; 
wrapper paragraph, " who bas on several it would be only playing the part of Judas 
occasions supplied at the Surrey Taber- over again were .we to stand silently by, 
nacle with much acceptance," and is while the hosts of Zion's foes are marching 

k into our land and nation; into our churches 
"spo -en of as Mr. Jay's probable sue- and chapels; into our palaces and public 
cessor ?" I cannot answer the question, seminaries; into our schools and families, 
but from remarks I heard, it is evident with increasing force and with beguiling 
many minds appear to be impressed that attractions. What does the Lord say to the 
way. The text was from the Psalms: house of Israel in the ancient prophecy? 
"Blessed is the people that know the What did Jesus Christ say in His personal 
joyful sound ; they shall walk, O Lord, ministry, and in His last letters to the seven 
in the light of Thy countenance." I must prophetic, typical, and representative 

t · f h d' Churches in Asia? In the ancient pro-
no give you any notes o t e 1scourse, phecy He said (speaking of the idols who 
as I fear occupying too much of your could never save one soul in the time of his 
space; only to say it was a sermon full of trouble):-" Remember this, and shew your
Gospel blessedness to the people of God, selves men; remember the former things of 
listened to throughout with attention, and old, for I am God : and there is none else; I 
delivered with evident power and feeling am God: and there is none like Me; declar
by the preacher. Should this note find ing the end from the beginning, and from 
its way into your pages, I may again ancient times, the things that are not yet 
trouble you. R. done, sayingt~Y counsel shall stand, and 

THE WORK AND THE WAR IN 
THE CHURCHES. 

MR. DALE'S CONTEMPT OF CALVIN: MR. 

SPURGEON'S DEFENCE. 

Truly, these are times of great excitement, 
of marvellous change, and of unceasing 
bustle! 

During the month of February, now 
passed away, tbe inhabitants of the United 
Kingdom ha~e practically preached the 
doctrine of election in a most surprising 
manner. Puny man has asserted his own 
sovereignty with great decision; he la.as 
chosen one-he has rejected another. One 
party is sent into the shade with painful 
mortification, while another party is exalted 
to the summit of national greatness with 
enthusiasm and temporary glory. A few 
q1<estions, hard to deal with, have turned 
the minds of a considerable majority; and 
unfettered man has come forth with an air of 
imperial dignity, and has elected for himself 
ms own representative, rejecting as forcibly 
the man in whom he had no faith. 

In this, as in all the other movements of 
man, he simply carries out the spirit which 
he rtceived from his Maker at the first; 

I will do all .My pleasure." 
What said Jesus Himself? Did He promise 

a world's conversion before He comes the 
second time? Nay, but as in Noah's days, 
so in our days, " There shall be two in the 
field, the one taken and the other left. 
Watch, therefore, for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come ; " and while 
the Jubilee singers and the American 
revivalists are gathering their thousands, 
and producing what they call surprising 
revivals; while many of our Englishmen 
are gladly catching their spirit and pro
ducing a wide-spread sensation, we P.re 
watching, and working, too, in an humble 
way, looking and praying for the holy fire 
to come as in Solomon's days, "upon the 
house; ,/ then shall the fire try every man's 
work, of what sort it is. Now it is impos
sible to tell what spirit possesses public men; 
for all seem to seek their own, not the 
things which are J eeus Christ's. Be
tween Messrs. Dale and Spurgeon, on 
the Doctrine of Election, some difference 
existeth. We desire, presently, to listen to 
them both. 

PEMBERTON.-A Christian brother 
says :-We do not always feel that our hearts 
are impressed with that solenmity, and our 
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minds free from the beclouding influences 
of those other cares which so often engross 
our attention1 and bring our souls into that 
captivity, which forces from the very depths 
of the heart the plaintive cry," .Bring my 8001 
out of prison that I may fear Thy name." 
I often think as I am plodding along in 
these lowlands, that there is not a poorer 
wretch than myself under the son. I 
scarcely know where I am: so dark, blind, 
and hard in feeling as the very Adamantioe 
rock, and can keep company with him who 
said:-

" Can, dearest Lord, O, can there be 
Mercy for a worm like me ?" 

Somehow or other there are times when (if 
I am not mistaken) the Lord comes in with 
a word, a line, a verse, a whisper, and 
sweetly tells me I am one of His. Oh! to 
be fully assured upon this point; this is the 
highest point of, my ambition on this side 
Jordanls swellings. You ask me is all well? 
Yes, all is well. We had a terrible time of it 
with the boy; so I suppose the dear Lord, who 
knows how to adjust the troubles of His 
people, has been kind and considerate to us in 
this matter. So far, as we can truly say, the 
Lord does all things well. Goodness and 
mercy seem stamped upon all His dispen
sations towards us. His cross-handed 
blessings are very evenly bestowed. We 
seem kept neither too low nor too high in 
one spot, "Looking unto Jesus," I think 
it is a safe spot whilst kept here ; and oh ! 
to be kept, that is it. As to chapel matters 
and the special lectures, our God continues to 
shine upon us, and abundantly answer all 
our supplications, referable to those lectures. 

" Let Zion songs of triumph sing, 
Let gladness crown the day." 

Every man in the programme put in an ap
pearance, but .... we had magnificent meet
ings; the Word was made a great blessing
to many souls, who avowed that never had 
they had such' sweet, blessed times of it. 
All expectations more than realised, in 
every sense of the word ; " not one thing 
failed." We made a great effort on the be
half of our God, who has done so much for 
us in past days, and in faith we went along, 
relying upon His own word of promise by 
power to our hearts, and He never for
sook us or falsified His word. Oh ! dear no, 
blessed be His name. We made only one 
collection at the close. Our expenses were 
heavy, but every penny Wll3 collected, and we 
came out clear. "Not unto us, 0 Lord, 
not unto us, but unto Thy name give glory 
for Thy name nnd truth's sake." 

[The special services here referred to 
lasted over nearly two months. Seven 
different ministers publicly proclaimed' the 
Gospel ; good was done. If our Churches 
could unite together; go forth in faith, in 
prayer, in the love of the truth, and nobly 
unfurl their banner, as the Pemberton people 
hnve done, we nre confident the Lord's 
blessing would attend them. Separating 
nnd selfish motives must be cast to the winds· 
unity nnd n peaceful harmony maintained.j 

NORTH BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 

Second anniversary of Mr. C. Cornwell's 
pru;;torate here was held Lord's-day, March 
29. On Good Friday we had excellent ser
mon by our pastor on Romans ix. 16., "I 
am not ashamed of the Gosfel of Christ," 
&c. An excellent tea ( we! conducted by 
Mrs. Cornwell and the deacons' wives) was 
enjoyed by upwards of 100 friend~. 

In the evening the chair was taken by Mr. 
E. J. Acworth, one of tbe newly-eiected 
deacons. Mr. Williamson implored the 
divine blessing; the chairman expressed how 
happy he felt in being able to sit, from time 
to time, under such an able and faithful min
istry. Mr. J. Battson said be bad for many 
years been an itinerant preacher, and an in
timate friend of Mr. Cornwell; he g-ave a 
solemn address upon the sufferiugs of Christ. 
Mr. Williamson gave us an address upon the 
Great Shepherd, the under Shepherd, and 
the flock, with real, sound advice to those 
who stood without the fold; he was by no 
means harsh, but spoke tbe truth in love, 
Mr. Sack, the well-known itinerant and 
tried brother of Chiswick, expressed the 
warmest love to our pastor. Brother R. A. 
Lawrence gave a neat and pithy discourse 
upon the text, " Where the word of a king' 
is, there is power." Brother Lawrence is 
humorous, but an able expounder of God's 
truth. The collections, amounting to 
£11 10s., was then handed by the chairman 
to our pastor. 

Mr. Cornwell, on rising to address the 
people, thanked them for their unabated 
kindness to him. He thought some explana
tion should be given of the late division. He 
said upwaids of twenty members had left; 
at least nineteen had been withdrawn from. 
On his own behalf, on behalf of the deacons 
and the Church, we are heartily g'lad that 
now we enjoy peace. Some have been led 
away, poisoned in their minds, rashly 
absenting themselves1 not knowing there 
were two sides to be known before the truth 
could be arrived at. 

(Mr. Cornwell gave satisfactory explana
tion; but the details would occupy more 
space than can be given this month.] 

The leading men who had left, Mr. Corn
well said, " As men of truth and as men of 
God I love them, but I never will submit to 
have my feet crippled, nor my tongue tied ; 
they may call me a pope a thousand times, 
but, for all that, no man shall stand with 
his foot on my platform; that is my place, 
and, with as much grace as God bath given 
me, I magnify mine office. As the Editor 
of The Earthgn Vessel has published a 
word or two from misrepresentation, I may 
ask him to give me space to publish the 
whole particulars." Our pastor then gave 
us some reasons why he was not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ. 

The tabernacle was well filled in every 
part; the people listened with great attention 
to the able speeches of our brethren. A vote 
of thanks was given to the chairman; sing
ing and prayer closed this happy meeting. 
Signed on behalt ot the pastor and Chu1·ch, 
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JAMES SEARL~ GEORGE 
ELI.T AH JORN ACWORTH 1 

North Brixton Tabernacle. 

HUDDARD, j there 1 If there is, why not find him 1 Oh, 
Deacons of does it not seem a pity that such nn edifice 

I' should be kept for - 1 well, certainly not fot• 
the rroclamation of t ie Gospel. If the pna

E R ITH PROVIDENCE BAPTIST tora office be necessnry for the growth of n 
CHAPEL, ROY AL HILL, S.E. Church, any community that turns its back 

The friends here have recently extended upon this office must decline. One need 
their chapel, and among other improvement8 only to look in at this chapel, and he will find 
have also added a baptistery. On ~abbath, the this verified. Gloom seems to pervade the 
22n<l ~larch, Mr. Noyes, of Poplar, preached whole building. Well, Mr. Editor, I made 
twice; the evening attendance was exceed- a determination to write to you, and beg of 
in,rly g·ood; the chapel bein,r well filled, the you a corner in your immensely-circulated 
discourse was from Ephesians iv. 5, "One periodical. When it is taken into considera
Lord, one faith, one baptism." It was a corn- tion that places of truth in Hackney are few 
prehensive sermon, and very suitable for the I and far between, we c1mnot afford to lose one. 
occasion; as at its close Mr. Noyes baptized We should be bold for the proclamation of 
one believer; this is confidently believed to j the Gospel, for it is the means appointed for 
be the first haptism in Erith; the friends . salvation. Pseudo-Plymouthism is a fearful 
here are, we trust, not in vain earnestly error, and should be treated as such. Let us 
seeking to build up the cause. They have awake to our manhood- our liberty, and 
been privileged for the last five years, year if anything .stands in the way of the Gospel 
by year, to add some to their number by of Christ that we can remove, let us remove 
haptism, but have beeu at the kind disposal it, though Mr. Soft-tongue-do-nothing-but
of others for the use of a baptistery. Judging gTumble holds up his finger. Sword in one 
from this occasion, we may hope that ere hand, trowel in the other. I have penned 
loni:r the new baptistery may be required this with one simple desire-that the purpose 
again, and that many may be brought to for which Trinity Chapel was built should 
g-ive proofs of " repentance towards God, and be carried out, namely, the proclamation of a 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ," following free-grace Gospel. Any other use is not 
Him in His own appointed ways. right. ANTI-RAVEN. 

_.\.RTILLERY LANE CHAPEL.-On 
Easter Sundav our dear friend Mr. Thomas 
Jones returned to his pulpit here. He ap
pears to be thoroughly renovated in health. 
We were rejoiced to see this. On the Sunday 
evening we had a grand discourse; our good 
brother was quite at home. May he be spared 
to us for many years.-K. Another cor
respondent writes to us as follows: Being in 
the neighbourhood of Shoreditch on Sunday 
evening, April 5, I went to hear Mr. Thomas 
Jones. I was thoroughly surprised to see 
how well he appeared. The same voice and 
the same happy face that I remember many, 
many years ago! He preaches the Gospel in 
love; nothing unkindly or offensive. On the 
evening to which I refer we bad a sermon full 
of Gospel-and I mean this in no narrow 
sense. The simile of the impress that a great 
Master stamps on his pupils was admirably 
worked out. In the midst of such a dark 
neighbourhood it is pleasing to see a Church 
"·ho hold fast the form of sound words; where 
free-grace is dispensed to those who have 
nothing wherewith to purchase it.-B.A. 

GREENWICH.-BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
LONDON STREET. Sunday, March 29th, 
was first anniversary of re-opening. That 
highly-favoured servant of the Lord, Joseph 
Parsons, of Brentford, preached morning and 
evening. Having been favoured at times to 
hear him ( when he,exchanged pulpits with 
my late pastor, Jesse Gwinnell ), I went on 
Sunday evening, and heard him most blessedly. 
I was delighted to see so large a company 
listening to precious truth. f can say in the 
fear of God that I have never heard Mr. 
Parsons without some degree of soul profit. 
I was pleased to meet many old Christian 
friends; many of them I stood for years in 
Church fellow hip with, under our late pastor, 
Jesse Gwinnell. When our chapel in De
vonshire road, Greenwich, was sold to Mr. 
Bourne, the dear souls were led to believe 
they would be allowed to commune, as 
before. 0, what a blow to their poor hearts 
when after hearing Mr. Bourne for one 
month, they were told from the pulpit, 
"Stand by, you must not approach the 
Lord's table with us." Not liking to neglect 
the ordinances of the Lord's house, wherein 

'' GLOOM."-We give the following short He had made Himself preeious to their souls, 
note as it came into our hands. At present they wandered to other Churches, and were 
we make no comment; - Mr. Editor, oc- welcomed with, ''.Come in, thou blessed of 
casionally I look in at the late Mr. Hughes' the Lord." Some, among whom(wasthe un
chapel in Hackney. I did so on the evening worthy writer ot this note, living in the heart 
of the first Sunday in April. Marble, well of Greenwich, took the old Baptist Chapel in 
cut and poliohed is fine to the eye, but very London street where now, in Church fellow
cold. Trinity Chapel is faultlessly clean, and ship, in Gospel order, a11;d in soul union, they 
in this respect is a pattern. But why should meet; the Master IS with them. May the 
a large chapel, parsonage, schools, and every Lord abundantly bless them. On Monday 
necessary for carrying on a good cause, be evening, March 30, Mr. Thomas ~radbury 
hopeless] v frittered away? Why not use the preached a good sermon; many testified the 
necessary mea12s? Why is the pulpit her- j Word was with P,OWer .. It would rejoice the 
metically sealed ? Is there no man horn who hearts of many if God, m answer to prayers, 
is good enough-qualified enough to preach I should compel Thomas Bradbury to find a 
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settled rest, to proclaim the Gospel of sove
reign grace in that highly favoured spot.
yea, the blessed spot, the Grove, Camberwell, 
where dear Joseph Irons, of blessed 
memory, sounded forth covenant union, 
covenant love; the Lord bless you. 

JOSIAH CRUTCHER. 

A TIME OF REFRESHING. 

here ; dignity starves others : " the people 
love to have it so." Oh, the cowarrls we 
have here who dare not speak Christ's name 
out of their pulpits, and for all they .speak of. 
Him in, they are almost worth nothing. But 
God has some purpose in it all. Wm. Nunn, 
Wm. Gadsby, Thomas Owen, and William 
Parks lived not in vain. There is n little 
salt here yet. Our prayers are continuallv 
sent forth for all God's dear sent servants 
everywhere, and He does condescend to ble.~s 
the words of those who come among us; they 
seem refreshed and rejoiced at meeting with 
those who do what they can to uphold the 
precious truth of God's sovereign grace. The 
word "sovereign" is condemnerl by our 
Bishop and many of our clergy ; they would 
wipe us off the page of existence if they could. 
God will judge them. 

Mr. Thomas Collings, of H oxton, sends us 
a precious discourse ou the unity attd anoint
infl' of the Holy Spirit, as delivered by Mr. 
Elms Griffith, at Walter James's rooms, 43, 
Singleton street, East road, in January last. 
We have witnessed the power and rich grace 
which attends these meetings, and we lift 
silent prayer t.o our Advocate on high, de
siring that these gatherings may be increas
ingly comforting to the saint-8, and prevalent 
on behalf of our Churches. Brother Collings 
must pardon the omi!!Sion of the discourse as OUR EASTERN COUNTIES. 
our pages are so crowded. He says, Chelmondistone Baptist Church, in Essex, 

I was agreeably surprised to find such a is re:illy in need of a laborious and Spirit
hearty spirit ol prayer to pervade the meet- taught servant of Jesus. The Chelmsford, 
ing; it entirely settled my mind it was of Coggeshall, Sudbury, Dunmow, Halstead, 
the Lord. We all realised. the fact, "The Maldon, and Sible Hedingham Churches are 
Spirit helpeth our infirmities with groanings all in the same destitute condition. Harwich 
which cannot be uttered, for we know not Church has been tried through the affliction 
how to pray as we ought," unless we are of our bro!her George Whorlow .. Praise the 
taught by the Spirit .. We felt we were :i;,ord,_he IS better, but he has mdeed been 
praying to the Lord. Mr. Griffith, of Chat-: sick mgh unto death. I_n Ipswich, il'Ir. T. 
teris began the meeting with .

1 

Poock has preached contmuously for nearly 
' thirty,years. He is now praying for a power-

" Blest be the tie that binds ful successor knowing he cannot continue 
Our hearts In Christian love." his most ardiious work much longer. Sa.,:-

We realised the fact we were all one family mundham.Somersham,Stowmarket,andother 
of the living Jehovah; like Jacob," We will Churches in that county, most loyal to the 
not let Thee go, except Thou bestow the Gospel, are not prosperous, because they can
blessing." Our meetings, from time to time, not find the under-shepherds they require. 
do not interfere with any of the Churches; if If our Great Hig-h Priest would mercifully 
ministers of the Gospel would come and see shower us down a baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
and hear they would certainly lend a help- we should have hope; but while the ministers 
ing hand, and we should have a healthy are jealous and the people divided, what can 
spirit pervading our Churches; sinners would we do? This month the Suffolk Association 
be brought into Christ.'s fold. Our little will meet on the banks of the Waveney. If 
room was certainly well filled with praying the Baptist bishops and elders of those Eastern 
souls. Mr. Griffith spoke on Psalm cxxxiii.; Counties have a deep sense of the poverty of 
it was a delightful time. In reference to dear their state, they will endeavour to unite, heart 
brother James may the Lord long spare him and soul, in their cries to heaven for ministers 
to hold on to. these things, and by continual and pastors who have love, life, and zeal 
prayer may he be strengthened with all enough to fulfil, with God's blessing·, the 
might in his inner man. Mr. Griffith, of prophetic promises laid up in Ezekiel miv. 
Chatteris, is a faithful preacher of the Word. 7-16. To the members of the True Baptist 
Aboutthirtymembersfromdifferent Churches Churches in the Eastern Counties we 
all ming·led their prayers and praises together. solemnly appeal and ask : Can you afford 
Friend James seems filled with holy fire, and to sleep on any longer? Our notes 
it burns its way into the hearts of all pre- from other parts we reserve. " Poor Stow-
sent. market!" ,ve pity you. Norfolk and 

Cambs ere long. 
MANCHESTER. - When God girds up 

the loins of His Elija~s they can do plenty LINCOLN. - How THE DIVISION 
of work. Thanks be to Him for His wonder- TOOK PLACE. Those who formerly met at 
working hand! Day by day I have to con- Upton's school room had no minister to 
fess it, because I feel it and know i:, and see speak to them; they had supplies: they be
it every day in temporals and spirituals. You 3ought the Lord in prayer at every prayer 
say true of this place, we have little Gospel meeting to send one amongst them who 
preached here ; our hearts feel deer,ly for would declare the whole counsel of God. 
those who still follow the beast. ' They Our g·rncious Master auswered by sending 
worship they know not what," may be well one. He was rejected, because they wanted 
applied to them, and also what Paul said, I one with independent means, who could give 
' • . Whom ye ignorantly worship,'' &c. I all his time gratuitously ; therefore the de
Money stops the mouths of many parsons spised one sat as a listener to preaching and 
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i;ometimes to readi•g i he could not go away 
from them, feeling tile Lord had sent him. 
Some months after this they moved to 
Fisher's school room, leaving an open door 
behind ; the Lord disposed some to invite our 
brother to preach to them. He eom~lied, and 
the Word is blessed throug·h his mmistry to 
many humble and sincere believers, and is 
increasing us in numbers of anxious en
quirers. 

each, and were delivered by Messrs. Clubb 
and Creasey, J. A. Brown and Con11·reve, 
and were diversified by singing and by 
several short and earnest prayers. One of 
the seven scholars who had been seeking the 
Saviour was happily brought to a decision 
for Christ through this service. 

At a recent meeting of the young women's 
week-nig·ht Bible class, in connection with 
Rye Lane Chapel, a beautiful chased cup 
was presented to the superintendent, Mr. 
George Thomas Congreve, as a token of 
their affectionate regard, 

ABOUT GETTING OUT OF THE 
MUD.-l\h VERY DEAR BROTHER,
·we are ani..ious to know how you are. I 
believe Mr. Turk heartily repents taking WELLINGBOROUGH.-Good Friday. 
you across the fields instead of the road, but We set up a memorial stone of New Stt-ict 
do hope all was ordered by Him who never and Particular Baptist chapel, Knox road. 
makes an error. [Yes! although the rain Service commenced by singing. Mr, W. 
descended, the wind blew enough to throw H. Lee read the inscription on the stone: 
me into the mud; and my feet stuck in the Zoar Strict and Particular Baptist chapel. 
miry clay; yet, therein, I had the blessed Memorial stone laid 3rd April, 1874, by Mr. 
·word come into my soul: "Your feet shod James Lee. Ephesians ii. 8, 9. Pastor W. 
with the preparation of tbe Gospel of Peace," H. Lee gave an account of the corn
" Out ot the horrible pit and from the miry I mencement of the cause; of our views as 
clay " He took me ; and more than ever do Baptists; then placed on the stone a bottle, 
I desire to praise Him.] I do pray vour containing the printed model trust deed and 
nsit may be blest, but the ground is so hard articles of faith when the Church was 
we often pray for heavenly showers to soften I formed, December 31, 1873, of twenty-nine 
and the glorious sun to shine and warm,and the baptised persons; their names, also of the 
Holy Spirit to pierce the hard and benighted I committee, and three othP.r candidates for 
heart of man ; but we are like J ames's i baptism. The bottle was built in the wall. 
hus_banaman, we have to wait with long 

1

, Mr. Lee placed ~n the stone a bag, containing 
patience. We hear of much blossom in £12 18s., and mtroduced Mr. James Lee, 
these da:rs, much of the outside, which who laid a substantial amount on the stone, 
dazzles the eye of man, but when we look and made some very suitable remarks. 
for the fruit, alas! how little! and that Friends then came and laid their gold and 
little how trail! but, 0 my brother, may silver on the stone-about £50. Tea was 
we not be thankful for a little, not quite provided in the Town Hall; 150 sat down, 
barren; not altogether unfruitful; a crumb W. H. Lee preached in the evening. Total 
now and then ; a sip of the precious brook ; a collected for the day, £55. The chapel will 
rustle here and there in the topmost branches seat about 220, and is to be put in trust for 
among the leaves, which tells us that the denomination when finished. 
our God is still amongst us; still permits us W. H. LEE. 
to draw near to Him, and there unbosom our 
anxieties and get a little relief from the 
otherwise over-burdened mind. We dare not 
look back, and yet at times fear to go for
ward. We will still look up to the hills and 
hang upoB his precious Word on which He 
has caused us to hope.-Your affectionate 
brother, ROBERT. 

RYE L A N E, P E C K H A M. 
(Not sent in time /01· April.) 

On Sunday evening, January 251 Mr. 
James Griffith preached and baptized tor the 
aged Pastor, two of the four female candi
dates being members of the Bible class; a 
special service for elder scholars and friends 
was held in the school-room in the aft.ernoon. 
Mr. Congreve (who presided) then gave the 
following Acrostic ( the second) on Baptism 
as a subject for seven addresses:-

Baptism is 
a B eautiful sign. 
an A lliance with God's People, 
the P ath of Christ, 
the T ribute of a Loving Heart, 
tells an I mmorta! Story, 
is a S weet Remembrance, 
and M y Witness for the 8A VIOUR, 
The addresses occupied five or six minutee 

EPPING CHAPEL.-The tenth annual 
meeting, commemorative of the opening of 
this place of worship, was held on Good 
Friday. Mr. Oakey preached a good, sound, 
homely ·Gospel sermon in the morning, which 
appeared to be exceedingly helpful and com
forting to the way-worn pilgrims there as
sembled. Mr. Wait spoke in the afternoon. 
After which the friends removed to the 
echoolroom, kindly lent for the occasion, and 
there did good service to the tea and cake so 
amply provided. Several Christian brethren 
addressed the audience on Gospel subjects. 
Mr. Cottis occupied the chair. The day 
ended very pleasantly, much to the honour 
ot God and to the Christian fiiends of Epping, 
whose hospitality far exceeds the best thanks 
of the writer. It is to be hoped, that these 
kind friends will be helpeEI of God to make a 
more decided stand for the truth in Epping. 
So prays, ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

MAN CHESTER .-Mr. Wilcockson 
preached in Temperance hall the other Sun
day, says J, H., "g·ood, pure Gospel;" but 
only few will hear it here. [We have not 
been able to give notes of our last visit 
to Manchester yet.] 
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" HE WILL NOT FORSAKE ME! " 
MRS. C. BULL was the eldest daughter of 
Mr. William Feek, and born at Ipswich 
1803. Her parents loved the Lord, and at~ 
tended the ministry of Mr. W. Payne pastor 
of Baptist church, Stoke Green, Ipswich. It 
was under the ministry of this devout ser
vant of Christ that she was led to see 
her lost state ns a sinner before a 11ghteous 
and holy God. When thirteen year~ of age 
she was under deep anxiety for her spiritual 
welfare. On one occasion, at a week-even
in!l" service, the text was from Jonah " I 
cried, by reason of mine affliction, unt~ the 
Lord, and He heard me; out of the belly of 
hell cried I, and Thou heardest my voice." 
This Word of God was with power, and the 
·disc_ourse, by the Divine blessing, directed her 
faltering footsteps Zionward. "The en
trance of 'l'hy Word giveth lif?ht, it giveth 
understandin!l" to the simple.' From this 
time the ~erVJce of God's house presented to 
her new joys, which enabled her to mingle 
her prayers and praises with the people of 
-God. 
. cAbout this time she was placed at school 
m Colchester. Here she had the privilege of 
hearing Mr. Francis, who was sent out from 
Little Alie Street Chapel, London. During 
an interval of several years she passed through 
many painful scenes, both· personal and 
relative. 

In 1832 she removed to London, and was 
married to Mr. Samuel Bull, ofBildeston, who 
survives her. The first Sabbath she heard the 
late Dr. Andrew Reed. The following Sunday 
they went to Little Alie Street Chanel. In 
the morning, Mr. Philip Dickerson, who had 
but recently succeeded Mr. Shenstone took 
for his text, " Because of the savour df Thv 
good ointments, Thy name is as ointment 
poured forth." The sermon was very much 
bi~~ to her, and before long, under his 
mm1Stry, she was enabled to say, 

" Here I could find a settled rest, 
While others go and come ; 

No more a stranger or a guest, 
But like a child at home." 

In the strength of tbe ·Lord she declared 
herself on His side, and was baptized with 
several others, most of whom have ere this 
crossed the flood. Lately, when referring t~ 
that event, she said, " I have not forgotten 
the warmth of love to Christ I felt when 
Mr. Dickerson gave out that verse previous to 
my being baptized, 

' Through floods and flames, If Jesus le,.ds, 
I'll follow where Ho goes; 

Hinder me not, shall be my cry, 
Though earth and hell oppose.' " 

The happiness she was favoured with under 
the preaching of the Gospel and the social 
gathe1'iugs of the dear samts now in glory 
was very g-reat. During a period of forty 
years, dating from the time she joined the 
Church, she was more than once brought 
near the gates of death, but was mercifully 
restored again to her family. The departed 
was an affectionate mother and deeply solici
tous for the spiritual welfare of her children 
and ultimately had the joy of seeing them,~ 

they grew up into life, baptized in the faith of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The lw,t few years 
of her life she was, through afflictions, a 
prisoner at home; but the Lord was her 
stronghold in the time of trouble, and she 
was rnabled by faith to realise more fully 
than at any previous period the preciomi 
promises of God in Christ. For the last three 
months it was evident to all who saw her 
that she was very near theendofher journey, 
gradually being weaned from the world, 
having a desire to depart and Le with Christ 
which is far better. On receiving the as
surance from her sorrowing husband that sh~ 
had proved a good wife to him and a devoted 
mother to her children, she replied, " Do not 
say good of me, nothing good of myself, but 
say this, 

• And lest the shadow of a spot 
Should on my soul be found, 

He took the robe the s~viour wrought 
And cast It all around.''' 

At another time she remarked, " All I have 
read and heard ot the future life is nothing to 
be compared to the clearer light I have re
alized of late; but I cannot express myself in 
words." Her sufferings being very reat 
and protracted, she said, "It is evident am 
not meet for the inheritance; when He bath 
tried me I shall come forth as gold. Lord, 
help me to endure the refining, and give me 
patience to wait. 

' He knows the hour when I must die; 
He knows ea~h friend attending by; 

He knows my righteousness is dross, 
And that my hope ls in His cross.' " 

A friend said to her that she would soon wear 
a crown. She replied, "I do not want to 
wear it, I shall ca,t it at the feet of Jesus." 
When feeling very thirsty, she exclaimed, 
'" Oh, to drink of that everlasting fountain; 
I am wading through the river, pray for faith 
to the end; and then 

' I shall bathe my weary soul 
In seas of heavenly rest; 

And not a wave of trouble roll 
Across my peaceful breast.' 

Oh, what I suffer·no one can imagine ; but 
what are my sufferings to be compared to 
what my Saviour suffered for me? I shall 
now get a little sleep, and I hope when you 
come to look at me mv Father will have 
tak~n me home; and when my time shall 
come, angels will hover around my bed, and 
waft my spirit home." 

One Sabbath morning, about six we~ks 
before her death, she exclaimed, " 0 that I 
might spend this Sabbath in heaven ! but I 
must wait, my precious Saviour, Father, Son, 
and Spirit in One, give me patience just a 
little longer : 

' Then happy entrance will be given, 
.All my .$Orrows left below; 

And earth exchanged !or heaven.'" 

It is well to note that the desire to enter 
heaven on the Lord's-day was repeated so 
often as thnt blessed day came rouud, and 
that at last it was reserved for lier to be taken 
!tome on the morning of the first Sabbatli of 
a new year. 
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On several occasions the enemy was per
mitted to assail her, but only to be speedily 
vanquished. It must suffice to mention one 
instance, and that the last. A few hours 
before her departure, she said to one of her 
children, " Do you think I am on the right 
road? " Her son replied, "What, mother! 
is the enemy taking advantage of your fail
ing powers? Why, that question was settled 
more than forty years ago. The Captain of 
your salvation ha.s said, ' I am the same yes
terday, to-day, and for ever.'" Her face 
brightened as she replied, "Yes, bless His 
name-the Rock." 

About half-an-hour before her death she 
said to her beloved husband\ " I want help." 
He replied, " I caunot he p you my dear, 
but the Lord can,,_ for He bath said, ' I have 
laid help upon une that is mighty, and He 
will not leave you, nor forsake you." At the 
last, death came suddenly, and her last words1 
uttered just before she expired, were," He'll 
not forsake me! " and she gently fell asleep, 
"Safe in the arms of Jesus." 
"We looked-she was dead; her spirit had fled, 

Painless and swift as her own desire ; 
The soul, undressed from her mortal vest, 
Had stepped in her ear of heavenly fire, 
And proved bow bright were the realms of light 
Bursting at once upon the sight." 
Thus finished the pilgrimage of a saint of 

God, on Sunday morning, January 4, 1874, 
in the 71st year of her age. Her mortal re
mains were consigned to its last resting-place 
in Ilford Cemetery. The service was con
ducted by her pastor, Mr. Masterson, 
who paid an affectionate tribute to the 
departed. 

On the morning of the Sabbath following, 
Mr. Dickerson delivered an able discourse 
from Genesis xxviii. 15, "And behold, I am 
with thee, and will keep thee in all places 
whither thou goest, and will bring thee again 
into this land, for I will not leave thee until 
I have done that which I have spoken to thee 
of." In reference to the deceased, he stated 
that he remembered her telling him, more 
than forty years ago, how much blessed these 
words had been to her on the occasion of his 
speaking from that text. 

Thus closes the earthly history of one who 
through faith and patience now inherit,<! the 
promises. 

J. Palmer, G. Revnolds1 E. Grlfilth, Isaac 
Dixon, H. Myerson, John Hunt Lynn, J. 
Harrison, N. Oakey, &c. James Mote, Esq., 
presided over evening meeting. He said, !IS 
his friend, C. W. Banks, had now legally pm·
chased Speldhurst Road Chapel, they bad met 
that evening publicly to pay down into the 
hands of Messrs. Thiselton, Crowhurst, 
Bond, Stantoa, and Fowler, the instal
ment of purchase-money, and to hand over to 
C. W. Bauks the legal acknowledgement and 
evidences signed and confirmed. Mr. Mote 
said he had known C. W. Banks full twenty 
years, and nothing had ever abated his esteem 
for him as a devoted aud useful servant in our 
churches. He was happy to meet so large and 
so respectable an audience. That large and 
happy meeting proved to hiin that a good 
measure of Christian sympathy existed to
ward their brother, Mr. Banks; and l\lr. 
Mote felt assured that the churches through
out the land would enable C. W. B. speedily 
to pay the full sum of £750 tor this beautiful 
chapel, where he hoped for many years the 
Gospel might be successfully proclaimed. He 
felt great pleasure in announcing that a gen
tleman, a real friend of Mr. Banks's, Fred
erick Jacquirey, Esq., would act as treasurer, 
and in his h.ands everything would be well 
attended to. The amount required was soon 
laid on the table, it was paid over to the trus
tees, and the legal receipt of purchase was 
signed by Messrs. Thiselton and Bond. Cheer
ful and congratulatory addresses were given 
by brethren Reynolds (who gave a sovereign 
to the fund), Myerson, Dixon, Hudson C. 
W. Banks, and others; and this practic;J and 
pleasant meeting was closed by singing most 
delightfully, 

" Jerusalem, my happy home." 
On the congregation leaving, they found 

outside some lads distributing circulars, 
which gave serious pain to the minds of the 
friends; at a future time this will be referred 
to and reviewed. S. S. S. 

ORTHODOX LONDON. 
ROBERT GLEDHILL EDWARDS. 

SUBSCRIBING THE EVIDENCES. 
Special services were holden in Speldhurst 

Road Chapel, close to South Hackney Church, 
Thursday, March 26, 1874. Mr. Thomas 
Bradbury delivered a solid discourse in the 
afternoon to a full assembly of friends. About 
200 were served with tea in a most comfort
able and prolific manner. The ladies, Mes
dames Thiselton, Crow burst, Stanton, Fowler, 
Jacquirey, Jagger, Brewer, with the Misses 
Tettmars, Box, M. Banks, Abbott, Fowler, 
Stanton, and others, having united to furnish 
the provisions gratuitously ,so that the proceeds 
should help the fund for purchasing the 
chapel. We observed a good sprinkle of min
isters: brethren Thomas Stringer, Steed (who 
presented us with one sovereign toward the 
fund), E. Page, Geo. W. Straton, J. Hudson, 

NOTTING HILL is a rather aristocratic 
neighbourhood; yet even there you may fi?d 
streets and courts where poverty shows its 
unwelcome presence. How strange ap
pears the great gulf between classes in 
England! Where is the panacea? How 
is it that the richest and the poorest are ~ be 
found in this country? Some such thoughts 
as these pressed my spirits as I wandered up 
and down Silver street in quest of the chapel 
where R. G. Edwards now officiates. There 
are times when depression seizes the frame, 
and under such oppression the soul looks for 
that better country, where, with harp re
tuned she may join the anthem of those who 
haying come out of great tribulation, and, 
having washed their robes in the blood of 
the LAMB, sing, "Not unto us, not unto 
us but unto Thy Name be glory, for ever 
an.'d ever. Amen.'' 

Thinking of that city of music and flowers 
as a grand contrast to this valley of Baca, in 



AND OHRISTIAN RECORD 155 

my own mind I passed a resolution thanking 
Mr. Congreve lor inserting the following 
germ in his " Gems of Song": 

Beautiful Zion, huilt above; 
Bc11ut.iful city, that I love; 
Beautiful gate8 of pea,rly whit.e; 
Beautiful tempI:1-U01l iH light; 
He who \VnH Ala..m on Calvary 
OpenH tho~rn pen.rly gate8 to me. 
Beaut!ful heav'n, where all h~ light 
Beaut,1ful angclH, clothed in white: 
Be11utiful harps through 11!1 the choir· 
Reo..utiful HtrainH that never tire;- ' 
There let me join the chorm1 Aweet 
WOrshipping at the Saviour's feet.' 
Beautiful crownij on every brow; 
Beautiful pnJms the conqueroff-4 Hhow 
Beautiful rober-; the ransom'rl wear, 
Beautiful all who enter there;
'rhither I press with eager feet;. 
There may my rest be long and sweet. 
Beautiful throne of Chri8t our King: 
.Beautiful songs the angels sing; 
Beautiful rest,-all wanderingH cease· 
Beautiful home of perf~ct peace;- ' 
There may my eye~ my Sa,·iour see! 
Haste to this heavenly home with me! 

SILVER STREET CHAPEL, 
near the Notting Hill Gate Station, is by no, 
means the most modern of buildings. It ap
pears to have weathered the storm. If to be 
" square" is to be orthodox, then give the palm 
to this edifice. The Church is anxious 
to beautify, but then the place is let. by the 
quarter; therefore it would be unwise to 
spend much money upon a building which 
may be required at a quarter's notice. 

Leaving the matter of mere bricks and 
mortar, it is pleasing to notice that the 
Church is in a flourishing condition. For 
awhile it had drooped; but, to quote, 
· "Since Mr. Edwards has ministered to us 

we have greatly increased. He is a man of 
warmth and energy. People like hearty 
preaching: cold,freezy, would-be-philosophic, 
long-drawn and long-winded sermons give 
persous a dislike-especially young people · 
happily we have something better." ' 

To this I ventured a" yes." 
It is really encouraging in a vast suburb 

like Notting Hill to see a Church gro"ing 
into life. With the blessing· of God on the 
labours of Mr. Edwards, we may hope that a 
new and modern chapel may be erected 
wherein the Gospel of Christ shall be fully 
and fearlessly preached. Why not? Let us 
hope it may be so. We want more places 
where the truth is preached, and we require 
above all that the truth should be preached in 
love. When St. Paul wandered about Athens, 
sad and solitary, he saw an altar erected to an 
unknown g·od; yet, when he poured forth his 
logical discourses to the Athenians, he did not 
abuse them for their folly, but preached unto 
them the only true God, and Jesus Christ, the 
everlasting Son of the Father. It were well 
could this example be followed. 

I am commissioned, however, to give a 
sketch of a very interesting service which 
took place at Silver street, on Sunday evening, 
March 29th. 

Robert Gledhill Edwards is a minister of 
whom it is a pleasure to speak. He is in the 
prime of life, and bas the stamina for hard 

work. He is a workman who need not be 
ashamed. He is ready, or, to use another 
phrase, "be has a good utterance.'' Mr. 
Edwards is eminently qualified to do that 
which appears before him at Notting hill,
to work up a weak cause into strength and 
usefulness. We can only trust that so good 
and useful a man may he more than ever 
useful. 

BAPTISM. 
The ordinance of believers' baptism was ad

ministered on the evening referred to. Ten 
persons received baptism at the hands of Mr. 
Edwarrls. The chapel was literally crammed. 
The utmost decorum and respect were shown 
by the large company. 

The service commenced with singing an 
appropriate hymn. 

The third of St. John was read, upon 
which a few comments were made. 

Prayer followed. Mr. Edwards implored 
a blessing for all sorts and conditions of men, 
upon all the ambassadors of the cross ; and
subject to the Divine will-that the heathen 
might soon hear the jubilate song, and know 
savingly the matchless story of the cros.~. 

" From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator's praise arise." 

The text was Rev. xiv. 4, "These are they 
which follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth." I shall not transcribe the sermon. It 
was a well-thought-out and well-delivered 
discourse. The divisions were 

1. The Lamb. 
2. The followers of the Lamb. 
3. Where they follow Him. 
Upon the last he~d the preacher, though 

disclaiming the idea of preaching a controver
sial sermon, brought some very pungent re
marks to bear upon the subject. What was 
the meaning of those words uttered by the 
Divine Master, " For so it becometb us to 
fulfil all righteousness?" Not "Me," but 
"us;" " For so it hecometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness." Was it the righteousness 
imputed to His people? Well, say some, we 
believe it was. Then you make more of bap
tism than I do, for by that view of the passage 
you make it neeessary to salvation, and woe 
be to you if you do not attend to it? But 
what was it? Was it not the righteous ex
ample of the !Jlessed Son of God 1 Our 
Lord baptized by commanding His apostles 
to do so. Away, away with the idea of 
sprinkling·. Christ was not sprinkled with 
agony that. we might be justified, but was 
deluged. If baptism were a figure of death 
and resurrection, then baptism by immersion 
was the only mode. 

I left N ottin11; Hill with the impression that 
Mr. Edwards bas a fine field of labour open 
before him. May God be with him, and 
make him "equal to the occasion.'' 

A correspondent from N ottinl/; bill says:
Lord's-day, March 29, 1874, the ordinance 

of believer's baptism was administered to ten 
persons by R. G. Edwards-three male and 
seven female-on a profession of their faith in 
Christ Jesus. The chapel was crowded; a 
very sweet and profitable discourse was de
livered by our minister from Rev. xiv. -l, 
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"These are they which follow the Lamb 
whithersoever H0c goeth:' It was a joyful 
time to many who were present, and our 
hearty "1sh is that many more may be 
broui:·ht to know the Saviour. Our minister 
is happy in his work and the Lord is bless
ing him in the ingatl1ering of many precious 
souls. The congregation is increasing and 
the Phurch is in peace. Mny the Lord 
abundantly prosper it, so that it may be said 
that this and that man was born there. Hal
lelujah! Praise the Lord. 
" My soul shall pray for Zion still, 

While life or breath remains; 
There my best friends, my kindred dwell, 

There God my Saviour reigns." 
CHARLES ATKINSON. 

14, Devonshire terrace, Notting hill. 

A NEW BAPTIST CHAPEL FOR 
MR. J. B. McCURE. 

EDEN CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE. 

OUR friends will not be surprised that we 
have made up our minds to build a new chapel 
when we inform tbem that the present build
ing was erected in the year 1825, at the head 
of. a small street, in a very sparsely-popu
lated part; then there was but here and there 
a house ; and in wet weatlter tlte roads were 
so bad that it required some amount of cour
age in the sterner sex to tread the ways of 
Zion. But since that period house has been 
added to house, and street to street, until it 
has become one of the most densely-populated 
districts in the town. Still no addition has 
been make to Eden, except when, many 
years ago, galleries were put up at the two 
sides and in front. The aspect of the chapel 
is one of the finest you could imagine, stand
ing as it does at the head of the principal 
street in the neighbourhood, with three other 
streets converging in the front. As regards 
the building, it is a clisgrace to the thriving 
locality in which it stands ; and, setting aside 
its inadequacy to meet the requirements of 
the people for worship, it appears to be quite 
time that we should put ourselves right with 
the public, and arise and build a place wortlty 
the position as citizens in such an important 
place as Cambridge. 

Some have thought it would be economical 
to sell the present site, as it is such a valuable 
one, and purchase one in a less prominent 
position. But should we thus squander 
away the noble partrimony which has de
scended to us from our forefathers, and which 
the lapse of time has made so prominent and 
so valuable ? Surely not. The Gospel we 
publish, the glad tidings we proclaim, the 
glorious truths we disseminate, and the pre
cious doctrines we teach, are worthy a place 
in the most prominent parts of our towns and 
cities. But alas! how often it is the case, 
especial] y in large towns, that these blessed 
truths,·which are the rejoicing of our hearts 
and the joy of our souls, are only to be heard 
in some court, back. street, or alley, most 
difficult to be found. 

A second reason why we would not move 
is, that this has been the birthplace of a mul
ntude, who have cast their crowns at Jesu's 

feet in the " bri~·ht mansion love ot'Clained; " 
and many still m the wilderness revere the 
sacred spot as the r,Iace where " their soul first 
drew its vital air, ' and where many precious 
love visits from the presence of Jesus has been 
enjoyed. 

Another objection to moving is, that there 
is a P.art of the purchased possessian resting 
awhile here 1. and here they will rest until the 
mortal shnl put on immortality, and the 
corruptible put on incorruption-in fact 
until death shall be swallowed up in victory. 
These ashes are dear to Jesus · He purchased 
them at an immense cost: should they not 
be dear to us also 1 How sacred to the mind 
of dear old Jacob was the cave which was in 
the field of Machpelab; it seemed to refresh 
his soul and to revive his spirits in his dying 
moments, while he.recounted the sacred and 
beloved ashes that were slumbering there. 
" There," he says, "they buried Abraham, 
and Sarah his wife ; there they buried Isaac, 
and Rebekah his wife; and there I bm;ied 
Leah." 

These things considered; we have decided 
still to hold the possession which has de-

• scended to us from our forefathers inviolate 
and undisturbed1 and there to build a house 
to the name of the Lord God of Israel ; and 
it is our earnest prayer that His holy and 
sacred Majesty may condescend to say of it 
as He did of the Temple of old," Here will I 
dwell, for I hav(l desired it." 

Now, if some of our dear friends who read 
tltese lines, and whom it bas pleased our God 
to place in affluent circumstances, will be 
kind to assist us in this great work, they will 
receive our warmest thanks; and should any 
people desire to give us a collection, we will 
send our dear pastor ( much as we love him) 
upon such an important errand, to receive 
their contributions; and our prayer is that 
God may be' pleased to bless and refresh their 
souls, as ours bas often been under his minis
try, and then they will indeed be gainers 'by 
assisting and helping us on in our necessity. 

On reviewing the past year, as a people, 
we have much cause for thankfulness. At its 
commencement our dear pastor had just 
entered upon his labours amongst us; and 
although the Word bas at times been spoken 
in much physical weakness, yet it has been 
accompanied by Divine power to the hearts 
of many, so much so, that twenty-four have 
been con.strained to cast in their lot amongst 
us. 

On New Year's day, a goodly number 
of the Church and congregation took tea 
together in the vestry ; and after tea we had 
a conversazione and public meeting, when 
our dear brother Deeks, in a neat, instructive, 
and appropriate speech, presented the pastor 
with a free-will offering from the Church 
and congregation, consisting of a purse, con
taining £21 6s. 3d., as a token of their love 
and esteem. The meeting, which was a most 
enjoyable one, was also addressed by brethren 
Levett and Tyler. 

Surely it becomes us to thank God and 
take courage. J. FA VELL. 
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NEW PHASES IN THE MINISTRY. 
CAN THIS BE TRUE? 

the cla.,;_s, to whose kindness and ability in 
thnt capacity many allusion.• were mnde in 
the course of the evening. 

A friend says, I heard a sermon preached Mr. Briscoe expreased a hope that the 
to perhaps more than 6,000 persons, wherein present undertaking might form the nucleus 
the preacher said to the congregation, "I I of another of far wider range and influence. 
not only exhort you, but I c~m~and you, Mr. W. Alderson (minister of Ea.st street 
yea, I demand of Y?u, thnt, this mght, you ! chapel, Walworth) exhorted his younger 
make your pence with God before you leave I brethren to make the Cross of the Redeemer 
this house." [We tremble in our souls over , the central and prominent theme in all their 
such demands; but the question is urged, I ministrations 
"Are you prepared to say the Spirit of the A private t~a-meeting preceded the public 
living God might not thus sovereignly speak gathering at which nearly fiftv gentlemen 
through n minister right into the h~art of a were pres:nt consisting of the students and 
sinner, and, apply_ing the deman~ with such some of the l~ading laymen and ministers ?f' 
power, that that smner shall real_1se and exer- the denomination. Several gentlemen testi
cise such. a measure. of ~aith m. the Lord fied to the kindly apprecia!ion in which t~e 
Jesus Chnst, as to bt~ng hts soul mto peace, students' class is regarded m the metropohs. 
freedom, and a full s~lv~tion?" We dare Among those present we were glad to notice 
not write one word to hm1t the Holy One of the followin"' pastors-Messrs. H. Brown, 
Israel. The days in which we live, the Bracher C~rnwell Crumpton, Hewlett, 
various phases ofministration now_sopopu!a:, Waterer; and Wood~ard, of Ilford. 
and the amazing efforts now makmg to c1vi- Robert Wilkinson Esq., kindly forwarded 
lize, moralize, and evangelize the people, are the sum of two guin:as towards the carrying 
so overwhelming, that we can only read, on of the class. 
and look and wonder. Our most deep and 
painful thought and conviction is, that men 
with a fire, fluency, and freedom, almost 
unparalleled, are bringing t~e Gospel down 
from its high and holy standmg to such de
grees of looseness, lightness, and anything
arianism that we feel safe only in cleaving 
to the Word of God, and abiding by that 
which the Lord Himself•hath been pleased to 
reveal and work in us with saving power. 
What treasures of wisdom and knowledge, 
of consolation, and of caution are embalmed 
in that one Saripture : " Nevertheless, the 
foundation of God standeth sure, having this 
seal the Lord knoweth them that are His; 
and'let every one that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity." That text 
contains doctrinal, experimental, and pr:ic
tical divinity enough to ocr,upy a man's hfe
time to understand and to work out. May 
we follow only the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth ! May we learn of Him; love a_nd 
honour Him! May we at last be found with 
Him! Amen and Amen. Any spirit which 
would lead us from Him is dangerous.] 

PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, ISLINGTON 
GREEN. 

Until recently the Strict Baptists were the 
only denomination in the metropolis who 
provided no educational assista~ce for their 
rising ministers. To remedy thJS defect, the 
Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist 
Chu~ches early in the past year commenced 
a students' class to give publicity to which a 
meeting of an' interesting character was 
held in the above place of worship on Wed
neoday last, when several addresses ~.e1·e 
delivered by gentlemen who are avrulwg 
themselves of the advantages of the effort. 

In the absence, through indisposition, of 
Robert Wilkiuson, Esq.-tl1e "Robertus" 
of The Earthen Vessel-the chair was 
taken by Mr. W. J. Styl~s, the minister of 
the chapel who, under the direction of Mr. 
J. T. Bris~oe, the minister ofMeard's-court 
chapel, Soho, acts ns tutor and lecturer to 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

The third annual meeting of the above 
was held on March 10, at )Ieard's-court 
chapel. 

In the afternoon the pastor anrl delegates 
assembled in the larger vestry, and Mr. yv. 
Alderson waselectedpresidentfor the ensump; 
year. Inter alia a letter was read from 
Mr. C. W. Banks, who has recently, 
through accepting the pastorate of the 
church at Speldhurst road chapel, become a 
member of the association-commending the 
present circumstances of the effort with 
which he is identified to the prayerful sym
pathy of the assembled brethren. 

Tea having been partaken of by a compan_y 
rather more select than numerous, the charr 
of the evening's meeting was taken by Mr. 
W. Alderson, who, on rising, observed that 
not having anticipated being called to that 
position he was prepared to say but very 
little. He, however, delivered an exceed
ingly long address; after which he called on 
Mr. J. T. Briscoe, who read the annual 
report. Pecuniarily it was certainly en
couraging. Ten pounds had been voted to a 
church whose funds were low, and the 
students' class had been in many ways suc
cessful. 

Mr. Falkner read the treasurer's account: 
Mr. J. S. Anderson defined the nature of 

true Gospel Churches, between all of which, 
be contended, real unity existed; to endeavour 
to keep which in the bond of peace was the 
object of the association. Chu:ches, though 
independent, should not be isolat~d; but 
should co-operate in works of fatth and 
labou1'S of love. 

Mr. Meeres spoke strongly against _the 
"Plymouth Brethren," whose heretical 
notions respecting· the pastorate were, he 
feared, hegmning to be shared by tho;SC 
Churches who neither sought nor prayed tor 
pastors, but remained con~ent with au_ order 
of thing-s contrary to Gods revealed will. 
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Mr. W. J. Styles declined speaking on the I first resurrection; on such the second death 
su~ject allotted to him, in consequence of the I hath no power.' In those words I saw two 
lateness of the hour. He, however, ex- opposite conditions: the first resurrection 
pres.sed an opinion that united prayer was I and the second death also. I saw two differ: 
cRl!ed for. The cry ot feeblene..ss and lament ent characters; the 'blessed and the holy 
was coming from Rll quarters. It seemed who have part in the first resurrection• and 
to him that supplications rather than speeches those who are under the power of the s:icond 
were demanded by the aspect of the times. death.'" 

Mr. John Box, Jun., on rising, spoke in "Very solemn, sir i but how can anybody 
strong terms (perhRps rather too strong, the tell which their lot will be?" , 
inclemency of the evening- being- considered) "Oh, the Spirit of God is given and the 
on the apathy of absentees. He then made Bible is given, and ministers are sent on pur
some remarks on the Lord's reviving His pose to declare unto men the sRlvation of 
people again. Chiist, and to show unto true believers their 

It was mentioned during the evening that interest in it." 
there were funds in hand which the associa- "Ah, ministers ; well, why I almost get 
tion were empowered and would be glad to cross when I think of them, for my old 
devote to the relief of necessitous Churches. grandmother's Bible says, the Lord's watch

men shall see eye to eye: but, uvon my wor!I, 
some of them are always in the mud; some 
as high as the stru-s in their creed and as low 
as the worms in their conduct; besides, some 
tell you God's full grace and mercy saves you, 
and others tell us they come to 'offer Christ 
unto us, if we will but condescend to accept 
of Him we shall be saved,' and so on. I cannot 
make some of these parsons out at all." 

A WALK THROUGH THE WOODS. 
"Fine county this of Kent, sir!" "Yes 

sir, sometimes." "Sometimes, sir? it has 
alwa~·s been con~idered the Garden of Eng
land:' " Yes, sir, and I am one of the plants, 
for I was born in it, and am very fond of my 
native county; but this morning I did not so 
much enjoy it. Where do you live, sir? " 
" Pretty well everywhere, sir; my home, or 
mv lodging, or temporary tent has been in 
London more than thirty years; but my 
Master is kind to give me a good share of work 
in different parts of the country ; so I am often 
running hither and thither as Master is pleased 
to direct." " What part of this fine county 
mav vou have been into this time, sir?" 
"Very early yesterday ( Good Friday) morning 
I left mv home in London for Egerton, 
where I ·heard my brother preach in the 
morning. and in the afternoon and evening 
I spoke,·to crowded assemblies of people in 
the Baptist Chapel, and a blessed season we 
harl ; I think over 200 people took tea, and 
all appeared to be happy." " Why, are you 
brother to R. Y. Banks, the pastor of Eger
ton • " '' Yes, sir, we have been own brothers 
'over 66 years, and I hope we shall ~e brothers 
in the Lord for ever.'' " How did you get 
from Egerton this morning ? " " On my legs, 
sir." "Could you not ride?" •' No, sir. 
Mr. Turk and mvself walked through mud
clav. slimy fields, over little wooden bridges, 
through woods and lanes, so dirty, so windy, 
so wet, I thought we should have been thrown 
into some of the puddles and never get 
through; but just before the train came up, 
I reached the station, weary, wet, and with 
plenty of Kentish mud; to mend the matter, 
when I presented my return ticket they de
manded of me 5s. 5d. excess fare which I 
paid, and now, if God permit, I witl fly home, 
and then down to Ipswich, where to-morrow 
I hope to preach three times in Zoar Chapel, 
in the populous city, county, and town of 
Ipswich." "How can you possibly prepare 
for so constantly and so successively going ur, 
before the people with messages of mercy? ' 
" I study in my bed, as I walk, when riding 
in railway carriag·es, anywhere, everywhere, 
and at all times. For instance, this morning, 
when rising up, the words came to me, 
' Blessed and holy is he that bath part in the 

"You make me think of my journey this 
morning. As we were tugging and slipping 
along the dreadfully muddy fields this morn
ing, now and then I nearly rolling in the 
ponds of miry clay, my guide, Mr. Turk, 
looked back upon me and cried out, 'You 
are not prepared for such work and walking.' 
'No,' I said,' indeed I am not.' Immediately 
Paul's words rolled over my mind, ' Having 
your feet shod with the pr~paration of the 
Gospel of peace.' 'Mr. Turk,' said I (poor, 
dear man, he was pushing through the mud 
as fast as he could, wishing I had been at 
York, I expect; then. , 

Through these muddy fields and lanes, 
With heavy toil and anxious pains, . 

He ne'er had been this day. 
But my home in London I must find, 
So, when to stop he felt inclined, 

I urged him on his way. 

. 'Mr. Turk' (said I), 'yon have given me a 
text. First1 I saw the character of the Gos
pel : it is tne Gospel of peace. Then the 
Christian's pilgrimage is over sloughs and 
snares, through storms and fires, and many 
thorny roads; hence, it is well and safe to 
have the feet shod with the preparation of the 
Gospel of peace.' " 

" What do you reckon that preparation to 
be?" 

"My meditations over the slimy and sliding, 
the clogging and the sticking mire were like 
this: 'The preparation of the Gospel of peace,' 
said I to myself, must lay principally in 
three things :-
"' 1. An inwrought, experimental, reali

sation of the doctrines of the Gospel. 
" ' 2. A comfortable hope and confidence in 

the promises of the Gospel. 
" ' 3. A preservation, by grace! from vio

lating the precepts of the Gospe • Let 11 
man have a God-given experience of the 
holy doctrines, the precious promises, and the 
wholesome precepts of the Gospel; and that 
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man is prepared for the great war which is I tional part of the services · C. W. Banks 
every day coming against the covenant and preached two l!ermons; the' choir sung the 
the Christ of God, against the Gospel and hymns with a heavenly and harmonious 
people of God, and _ag;ai!"st all tha! we know I power, and the day was one we shall grate-
to be' the truth ns 1t IS m Jesus.'' 1 fully remember. So believeth 

"Thank-you, sir, Good morning. If AN ANCIENT SCRIBE. 
ever you come ~ed-Hill _way, give me a. call. I The old Baptist Church has just lost its 
I have some curious specimens of parsomc ex- pastor, Mr. W. Sexton, who departed this 
periments I would willingly show you." life early in this year, after being pastor near 

"Thank you, sir; Red Hill is a place I am thirty years. 
not often visiting. As to parsons, I know I --
more than I wish." C. W. B. I A VOICE FROM A CATHEDRAL 

- CITY. 
TRING EASTER MEETING.-As we "As the hart panteth after the water-

trotte~ down to the station on E~ter Tuesday bro(!ks, so pa_nteth my soul after Thee, O God; 
mornmg, we heard a soft wh!Sper chant- my soul thirsteth for God, for the living 
ing,---'- , God ; when shall I come and apµear before 

And when to that sweet land I come, I God? " Untler these feelin~, I left borne for 
And-find in beav'n a peaceful home, i the temple of God, hungei:1~g for foo?; but 
Sure then I never shall forget whe,n I got th~r~ the_old mm1ster_was ill, and 
His mercies, nor that pond'rous debt a_young Armmian m th~ pulpit; I_ hear.I 

Which He for me did pay. him ~nee, but could not sit to hear him this 
morn mg; so turned out and came home : 
did not know where to go; surely the Pro
phet's words were never more true, "Truth 
is fallen in our streets, and no man careth for 
it." Nothing is there to be heard in this 
great city but dead Calvinism or Arminian
ism. At one place there is the letter of truth, 
but the minister ignores experimental religion. 
Your pieces in the VESSEL have fed my poor 
hungry soul. May the Lord long spare you 
to feed His purchased people. Oh, that the 
Lord would send a John here-a burning 
and shining light. There are plenty of 
shining lights, such lights as they are. For 
all the talk ofrelig·ious awakenings, I believe 
the Church, for the most part, hi gone into 
a trance. Much excitement ; my soul's 
deepest wish is that it were real. J stay at 
home a good bit and read my Bible: but I 
would much rather enjoy the public ministry. 
I know it is right. I have tried hard to hear, 
but got so entangled in the yoke of bondage 
that I scarely knew what to do or what to 
believe. I tried the Presbyterians a long 
time: there is a good deal of truth an<l much 
apparent devotion, but sometimes such rank 
free-will. 1 do not feel justified in going to 
such places. It is a great mercy God is not 
confined to means. I have proved the blessed 
truth of it. My Bible aud closet were uever 
so sweet to me as now. The Lord has pro
mised to keep the soul alive even in famine, 
and His promise never was forfeited yet; in
deed, His mercies are new every morning : 
great is His faithfulness; but my heart is so 
hard, my eyes so blind; I cannot either see 
or feel unless the Lord gives feeling and 

"Fine morning, this, sir." "Very.'' "How 
did you find the Church at West End yes
terday?'' "Quite like a clover-fielc!; not 
one thorn or thistle did I feel all the time. 
My good friend Arthur Baker is evidently 
doing a work in Ebenezer, by the grace of 
God, which caused my heart to thank God 
and take courage. One of the deacons-'-not 
a young mau, but a ripe Christian-came to 
me, and said, ' We thank you for sending us 
such a ilonest and hearty minister as Mr. 
Baker ; he is a good preacher ; with great 
variety and freshness, and the Lord is bless
ing the Word to the soulsofthepeople.' That 
testimony;came;sweet to my heart." Easter 
Sunday was a holy day with West End 
people. In the morning, Arthur Baker 
preached fromJesu's own words," I am the 
Resurrection and the Life." After which he 
baptized four believers ; in afternoon the 
Lord's remembrance table was spread; the 
Church gathered around, which, with the 
new disciples then received, numbers about 
SO. It may be justly said peace, prayer, 
unity, charity, truth, and growth prevail. 
Oh, may these choice privileges long con
tinue and ;abound. That West End cause 
has had many pastors, many trials, but still 
she lives. Yes, and where Churches have the 
privileges Ebenezer now enjoys, they must 
live. Here the Church meet three times 
every week for united prayer; and I heard 
one say, " Never did I count upon meetings 
for prayer . so much as I do on these at 
Tring ; they are to my soul hallowed seasons 
indeed." Mr. Baker gives them four sermons 
every week ; holds a Bible class on Friday 
evenings; and in himself, in his cleau and 
pleasant parsonage, and with bis people, he is 
happily favoured. I hope this will be his 
field oflabour for at least the next quarter of 
a century, then 

On his staff serenely rest, 
Till God shall give him, with the blest, 

A home with life and joy. 

Our Easter Monday meeting was well at
tended. A. Baker, friends North (of Ayles
bury), 1md J. Crnmpin conducted the devo-

sight. L. 

MR. S. SMITH, of St. Garmon's Sluice, 
by Lynn, Norfolk, departed this life the latter 
end of last :year. Mr. John Vincent, of Love 
lane, Spaldmg, says, He was knowu by the 
name of Banker S. Smith, thirty years ago. 
He was a warm-hearted man of God; zealous 
for his master's honour. He was led to know 
himself as a lost sinner. While listening to 
a young man, one Mr. Alcock, 11 brickmaker, 
at Tilney Baptist Chapel, about thirty-five 
years since, I was warmly attached to him ; 
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he was a great help to me when I was but a 
lad. His end was peace. Mr. Barnes, of 
Tilney, says, Mr. Smith was ill about two 
months, confined to his bed a fortnight before 
he died. He came to my house two or three 
times after he was not ahle to speak, and I 
read and spoke to the friends as well as my 
feeble abilities allowed. I went to see him 
several times after he was not able to come 
and see me; he said he was like a bird con
fined in a cage ; he longed to depart and 
be with Christ. I went to see him on the 
Thursday night, the 16th of October, 1873. 
It was about 8 o'clock when I got there; his 
wife then thought he was going. I stayed 
wit!' him all that night; he said when· he 
revived, that he thought it would have been 
over with him. He lived just that week 
round, and died Thursday night, October 
23rd, 1873, aged 68. He was as firm on 
the Rock in his last days as ever he was. · 

THE LATE THOMAS WEBB, Baptist 
Minister of Swaffham Prior, Cambs. Dear 
Mr. Editor,-! send you a short account of 
the ministerial life and death of Mr. Thomas 
Webb, who preached the Gospel nearly forty
eight years at Swafl'ham Prior, in Camhs. 
He died January 5th, 1868, aged seventy-five. 
It was my privilege to sit under his ministry 
sixteen years. I had heard him with the 
outward.ear before. At one time he preached 
from these words. " He will regard the prayer 
of the destitute, and not despise," etc. I was 
led to believe I was the one, though unbelief, 
Satan, and sin, will say it was not genuine; 
but there are times when, byfaith,all the world 
cannot dispute me out ofit. In Mr. Webb's 
early times, he was in London eight years; 
he first heard the gospel preached in Keppel 
street chapel, by Mr. Martin; after that he 
went to Zoar chapel, Great Alie street, 
Whitechapel, and sat under Mr. Bailey, and 
have heard him say how he went under gTeat 
exercises of soul. But there was one spot in 
Threadneedle street he never could forget, 
where the Lord applied with power to him 
the words, " I am pacified towards you in all 
that thou hast done." His first sermon he 
preached was in Green street, Cambridge : 
his text was, " God is love ! " so it is, so it is 
now. Mr. Webb would say, "Study the 
good man, not the great; be yourselve.•, and 
not another, except it is to follow Christ." I 
cannot give any particular account of his 
ministry; there are many can testify when 
in the most trollble his mini~try has been 
blessed to their souls. This I can say with 
honour to his name, I do believe had our 
friend Webb had the choice of the manner of 
his death he would not have chosen otherwise. 
On January 5, 1868, in the morning he 
preached from those words, " Trust in the 
Lord Jehovah, for in the Lord Jehovah is 
everlasting strength:" he dwelt more particu
larly on trust. There was one thing noticed, 
he did not alude to the new year that morn
ing. He came into the vestry in the afternoon 
to go to the pulpit again : he was in the 
vestry against the table, taking his gloves off; 
he fell, I picked him up. He went off without 
a struggle as far as we could tell. Mr. S. 

Marks, of Cambrirlg·e, preached his funeral 
sermon, Sunday, January 19. His text wns 
"Blessed are the dead thnt die in the Lord." 
He was buried in Swaffham Prior churchyard, 
January 13. On hi~ stone is, " Mark the 
perfect man,_behold the upright one: tl\e end 
of that man 1s peace." We have been having 
supplies for six years. We hope the Lo1·d 
will send us one of His servants to break 
the bread of life amongst us again, if it be 
His will. When heart and flesh fail us, may 
we join our friend in that brighter and better 
world above i... this is the wish of your friend, 

Swaffliam l'riory. JOHN DAY. 

WE WISH IT WAS so.-Sir Charles 
Reed ( are not N ou.-Cons. rising in the scale 
of national dignity now?-Sir Charles) said 
at a meeting in Hackney," Much was being 
said about divisions in the Chmch but he 
contended that this did not necessarily prove 
the existence of hostility or acrimonious feel
ing on the part of one sect towards another. 
These divisions were, on the contrary, of 
gTeat value, for they, as it were, brought up 
the different regiments in the great army of 
the Lord to figiJ.t the gTeat battle in which 
all Christians were engaged. He had no 
objection to see this divided state of effective 
work, which he did not look upon as hostility, 
but co-operation. He looked upon it as a 
blessed thing that they could work harmoni
ously. What were they united in? He had 
the pleasure of being a member of the Bible 
Society, the Religious Tract Society, Presi
dent of the Sunday School Union, and also 
a member of the London City Mission-an 
association which had a platform as broad as 
any orgasisation he knew. It was now 
thirty-eight years ago since David N asmyth 
established the mission, and since then it had 
gone on with strengthened and more vigorous 
action, and, in fact, wail never more vigorous 
than now. Referring to the want of unity 
on points1 he expressed a wish that they could 
be nnite11 on more points than they were. 
The defence of the Sabbath-day and of their 
common Protestantism demanded unity ; for 
he believed the time was comin!(" when they 
would have to stand shoulder to shoulder as 
one great army in defence of the· Gospel." 
rsir Charles Reed is a noble representative of 
Christian benevolence. We pray for the 
funeral of all " acrimonious feeling " in the 
professing Christian family; for, with Sir 
Charles we believe the time is coming when 
the faithful will have to stand, as one great 
army, in defence of the Gospel. But for 
forty years we have silently wept over the 
bitter, the proud, the unholy, the un-Christ
like spirits · whieh weaken and divide the 
army, which tend to strengthen infidelity, 
and open the way for anti-Christ to come 
in.] 

,!Jtnfljs. 
Rebecca Durrant, relict of the late John 

Durrant, of Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, who 
departed this life, lfebruary 8, 1874, aged 82. 



A SERMON PREACHED IN MouNT ZroN CnAPEL, HrLL STREET, DORSET SQUARE, 

BY JlfR. WJlf. CROWTHER, 

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 11TH, 1873. 

"Then, eaid I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot speak, for I am a child."-Jer. i. 6. 

THE words to which we especially wish to draw your attention, are 
these, the last clause of the verse, " I am a child." 

Jeremiah said, "I am a child," when the Lord first spoke to him. 
It is not a matter of moment what age he was at the time, God has 
always been in the habit of speaking at whatsoever period of life He 
pleases. To Josiah He seems to have spoken when he was but eight 
years of age. To others He has spoken at different periods of their 
life. There is a time for everything with Him, and a season for every 
purpose. .A.t His own appointed time He spake to Jeremiah, and the 
effect of His words upon Jeremiah was very great, as the effect of God's 
words always are when spoken to the soul. When He spoke to :Moses, 
the effect was so great that Moses used expressions very similar to those 
which Jeremiah used, acknowledging his own incompetence, and his 
own unfitness to do anything. When God spake to Job, Job said, I 
have spoken once, but I will go no further. He had heard the words 
of God, and He said, "Wherefore, I abhor myself and repent in dust 
and ashes." When God spake to Isaiah, he said, "I am undone, 
because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips." .A.nd when God spake to you and to me, the 
effect was very much the same. We felt our nothingness, our insig
nificance; and our worthlessnesss, and we were led to say, as Jeremiah 
said, "I am a child." 

Now, there were feelings that led to this expression; and there were 
feelings that were implied and meant by it; and we will to-night just 
glance at those feelings that led to this expression, and at those that 
were implied by it. 

When Jeremiah heard God speaking to him, his beauty was im
mediately turned into corruption in his own eyes; and that which had 
been comely in his own estimation before, became immediately pollution. 
He saw himself as he had never seen himself before. When man speaks 
there is a certain kind of influence, according to the tone of anger or 
of kindness in which he speaks. The influence of man's speaking is 
totally different from that of God's speaking. .A. great proportion of 
the so-called religious world think it is enough if man speaks, and they 
hear, and take heed to what man says. Men are influenced by men, 
and take up religion as a sort of external possession, a social custom, a 
general observance, which has its influence from society, and its influ
ence upon society. So that many people's religion is bounded by the 
customs, habits, feelings, intentions, and objects of society, as it is 

VOL. XXX. JUNE, 1874.] M 
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constituted. But when God speaks to a man, the influence of society 
is gone. Man becomes then, for the first time in his life, in the purest 
sense of the term, a unit. There he stands, and for the time it does 
not sig11ify to him what the whole world else is, what the whole world 
else says. or what the whole world else does. There he stands, severed 
from the ~hole of the rest of the human famil_y; and as completely 
severed as 1f there were not another being under the whole canopy of 
heaven but himself. He stands, as it were, face to face with God: the 
voice of God has arrested him. It does not matter what the voice of 
man may ha,e said; it does not signify how true what he has said may 
be; nor how much you may have been influenced by it as a testimony 
approved of, satisfied with, or believed in your judgment, unless God 
Himself has spoken to you in a totally different way, you are yet 
unaware of those feelings which Jeremiah experienced when he said, 
"I am a child." Now what was it that caused Jeremiah so to say? 
First, it was a sight and a sense of the holiness of God. God spake to 
Him. He was o-rnr-whelmed with the thought that God should speak 
to him : and to his mind was made manifest the purity of Him that 
spake; bringing into bold relief his own unworthiness, his own wretched 
state and position. In God's light we see what we have been, and what 
we are: -we Rtand aghast at the fearfulness of our state, at the wretched
ness of our condition, at the depth of our iniquity and sin. There 
never was a better man in the world, as a man, than Saul of Tarsus 
was. Though he did many wrong things, and though he persecuted 
the Church of God, he was si"ncere. There is not a question or a · 
doubt that he believed he was doing right ; he was holy in his own 
estimation, and in the estimation of others, till Jesus Christ spoke to 
him, till the voice of God spake to him on his way to Damascus. Then 
he was immediately horrified at his impurity, and trembled before the 
presence of Him that spoke. What a common thing it is for a man to 
be satisfied with himself until his faults are pointed out to him : but 
when God points out those faults, when God shows man His holiness, 
and shows man his own corruption and filthiness ; when God makes 
man see what is due from man to God in. vivid colours ; and makes 
him know that, to be guilty in a single point is to be guilty in all; and 
that to fail to fulfil every requirement of God's law is to involve him
self in guilt that deserves eternal wrath. When a man sees this, it is a 
sight the like of which he never saw before, the like of which he cannot 
describe to another, and the like of which he alone knows that has 
experienced the reality of. Well, Jeremiah, when God' spake to him, 
saw, as Isaiah had done before, the holiness and purity of God, which 
brought out before his vision, to his terror and distress, his own 
impurity. When God spoke to Jeremiah, what did He say? "Before 
I formed thee in the belly I knew thee: and before thou earnest forth 
out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto 
the nations." Here was a manifestation to Jeremiah of God's 
sovereignty; of God's sovereignty exercised towards him in a way of 
grace. And if you and I have realized what grace is, we have known 
it in the way of an act of sovereignty. 

Not one person since the world began has received grace from 
God, who has not been constrained to acknowledge, whatever the words 
might be in which he made the acknowledgment, that that grace came 
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to him in the way of sovereignty. There are many who do not like 
sovereignty; but every one who knows what the conveyance to the 
soul of the mercy of God is, knows what sovereignty is, though he 
may not even know the meaning of the word. Many Christians speak 
theoretically of the grace of God, in a manner that is entirely contrary 
to their own experience; and if you can bring them to speak how they 
received the first tokens of God's kindness towards them, and how they 
were first brought to know the Lord, without using the word sovereignty 
at all, they will describe, in words of their own, that which conveys 
most clearly and distinctly, that God "found them when they sought 
Him not;" that He had mercy upon them, and came upon them by His 
power and grace, in a manner that they had no way anticipated or 
previously sought. And I hope, and believe too, that there are many 
thousands of people in the world who do not theoretically know what 
the meaning of sovereign grace is, who, nevertheless, have received 
it; and in other words, when they tell their experience of the Lord's 
dealings with them, acknowledge it in the fullest sense of the term. 
But men have received various impressions and prejudices which are 
founded purely upon modes of expression. Every one of the children 
of God knows that the influence which God exercised towards them 
when He first appeared to them, and first made manifest His grace to 
them, was in spite of themselves, and in no way of their own seeking, 
and was such as to be absolutely irresistible in its influence. It cap
tivated them, it apprehended them as surely as ever a policeman 
apprehended a thief. It seized them, and would not let them go ; it 
laid hold of them with a severity and with a strength of hold that 
made them feel themselves under arrest. Every one who has seen and 
been taught his own nothingness before God knows, in whatever words 
he expresses it, that he was made to stand guilty, notwithstanding all 
his own efforts to the contrary, and was made to plead guilty, notwith
standing his desire to plead and to stand otherwise. Jeremiah saw 
the sovereignty of God in the fact, that God not only said, " Before I 
formed thee in the belly I knew thee ; and before thou earnest forth 
out of the womb I sanctified thee," but that He said it to and of him 
personally. 

Now we, although not in the first instance told, yet are made to 
know that it is by the will of God, by the sanctifying of God alone, 
that we come to occupy any position of acceptance in His sight and 
presence. And as the soul comes to see this, the feeling arises, " Oh, if 
I am not chosen of God, I must perish ; if God has not sanctified me 
by His own favour, I must perish." And as the soul comes to this 
conclusion, it trembles, as it asks with anxiety, " Oh! that I might 
know what my case is." And many say, " I would like to know the 
decision. This suspense is so painful and dreadful to my heart, that, if I 
am to ,perish, I should like to know it, and not be kept in suspense. Oh, 
if it should be that I am one of God's, and if I am interested in this 
choice of His, in this sanctification and ordination of His, oh ! won't 
I make all heaven ring with songs of joy and gladness, that I, even I, 
should be among the chosen of His love ! " And thus the sight of 
God, and the hearing of the voice of God, made Jeremiah feel ! 
And it makes us, and it made us, I may say of many- of us, and of 
some I hope it may be now, that it makes them feel so sensible of 
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their helplessness, so desirous to know their real position, and so 
anxious about their state, that, like Jeremiah, they tremble before it. 
It is God by His grace that alone can relieve the anxiety, and it is He 
"-ho alone can continue those gifts of life, and love, and mercy, that 
shall cause the relief to continue, and shall give such evidence of His 
favour in our hearts as shall help us to love His name, and wait His 
will. 

But I say, in the third place, when Jeremiah heard the voice of 
God, it revealed to his mind in some degree the mystery of salvation. 
You and I know nothing of the mystery of salvation, unless we have 
heard the voice of God. I mean that voice which He utters in the 
heart through the power and force of His Word. I believe God always 
makes use of His written Word when He speaks into the heart of His 
people. I al ways feel some doubt and fear about that experience of 
the teaching of God, which is not in some way connected with the 
word written in this book. When God speaks into the heart, the 
system of sal-rntion is first revealed to the mind. Jeremiah saw it
God's choice, God's appointment, God's fore-ordination. 'l'he moment 
he felt that it was the voice of God, the voice of power, the voice that 
he could not resist nor turn away from (for that is how the voice of 
God is heard in our hearts and consciences); the moment he heard the 
voice it opened to his mind a system totally different from all systems 
of men. There is nothing like God's way of saving; but there are 
counterfeits innumerable. There are denominations innumerable ; and 
amongst probably all of them, at any rate, amongst many of them, there 
are living souls; and these living souls, each of them, stand upon a 
pedestal quite independent of any system of denominationalism. 
Denominationalism is nothing to you or me when we stand before God; 
it all becomes a matter of no moment. But it is to us, while we are 
here, a matter of moment to seek out, if we can, associations with 
those who have experienced like things with ourselves, and fellowship 
with them who love and fear God, and have heard His voice as we have. 
We may make mistakes ; we may find some that do not seem to have 
heard the voice of God in the same way that we have ; yet, when we find 
those that have had some of the experiences we have had, the com
munication of the feelings seems to make two souls like two drops of 
water, which become one as soon as they come together. 

There is that in connection with the Word of God, which dis
tinguishes it so completely from all belonging to the works, ar:range
ments, contrivances, and devices of man, that the soul says, "Give me 
life; let me have life; let me recognise life. That is what satisfies me." 
There may be, as there are now, in every part of this country, all sorts 
of chapels and churches, the difference being, that to some they pay, 
and to others they can go, in some degree, free. But all these attrac
tions become like the leaves of autumn, which are only to be trodden 
under foot, when the power of God has reached the heart. ~hen God 
visits the soul with this influence, the soul :flutters out of this obscure, 
foolish, and worthless rubbish, that it may get to the light of _day, a~d 
that it may know where it is and what it is, and all these thmgs die, 
its feeling being, " Give me 1Christ or else I die." It is of no moment 
what man says, or what he does not say; what he approves, or what ~e 
disapproves ; what he does, or what he leaves undone. My soul 1s 
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intent on this : "I want to know what God says to my soul, and I must 
have it said from Him I" And when a burning anxiety is kindled in 
the soul to know what it is that the Lord says, then there is true prayer, 
true inquiry, true searching, true concern, true desire, true dependence 
upon God, and a true casting away of every matter else. Jeremiah 
saw the system of God's operation and salvation; and you and I come 
to see, under His speaking into our hearts, how empty are all the 
forms and arrangements that attract men, that draw various classes of 
men in their crowds, in their zeal, and in their excitement, to these 
extensive attractions. 

(To be concluded next month). 

A STRONG CONSOLATION & A FEAR.B'UL WARNING; 
OR, TRUE AND FALSE RELIGION. 

(Concluded from page 140J 

THERE were the priests with sounding trumpets to cry alarm against 
them. Against whom ? Alas, alas ! it was the children of Israel: 

"0 children of Israel, fight not against the Lord God of your fathers ; for 
ye shall not prosper." What ! can it indeed be true that a people who 
had God's name upon them, and which very name signifies, "Prince 
who prevails with God," should be found :fighting against Him? Yea, 
too true, indeed. How awfully solemn ! But, may we not congratulate 
ourselves that such is not the state of things now? Nay, we cannot, 
for there be multitudes who, although they wear the name of Israel, yet 
are bitter enemies of the God of Israel, and to those who are truly cir
cumcised in heart and eat the Paschal Lamb. There ia, therefore, no 
difficulty to see the analogy between Israel of old and the false Church 
in the present day. 

In the first place, they were a rebellious people, not only against 
Rehoboam, but also against God's covenant order of things. So now 
men continue to rebel against new covenant truths. In setting aside 
the.truth of God they set aside the God of truth. It is totally impos
sible for any person to be an enemy to God's truth and yet be a friend of 
God. Abraham was said to be a friend of God, but never in one 
instance do we find that he hated or set God's truth aside. But there 
be thousands now who are continually rebelling and committing high 
treason against the Father, Word, and Holy Ghost, yet call themselves 
Christians. How terrible to have a name to live and yet be dead! 

They were vain men, children of Belia!, who gathered and strength
ened themselves in this iniquitous work. Yes, in the Saviour's day the 
religious people imagined vain things against Him. So, still, there are 
those who are vainly puffed up by their fleshly mind, exalting the 
creature far above the Creator. Ignorant of the law of God, and the 
sunken depravity of their own deceitful hearts, therefore cannot under
stand the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Man's heart is full of pride until 
the Holy Ghost begets the grace of humility within him. Then his cry will 
be, " Lead me in the paths of righteousness for Thy name's sake." They 
were children of Belial. Their eyes were lofty, they were nure in their 
own eyes, but were not washed from their filthiness. Ah, and there 
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was a great multitude of them, not a few, not a remnant saved by grace. 
The number of their army was quite double to those of Judah. Is it 
not so still ? Does not this country teem with such as are at war 
with the great fundamental truths of the Gospel? How can we expect 
otherwise when the Word of our God declares there should be many 
saying, " Lo, here, and lo there," and that the number of them is as the 
sand of the sea shore? Glance at the means used for the accomplish
ment of this end. At the fashionable places the task is frequently 
given to each member to bring at least one in such a time. A few 
weeks ago, at one of these fashionable places in Ipswich, they were 
rejoicing that during the past year they had succeeded in getting 130 
to be added to the Church. It is a well-known fact that they have 
training-classes to prepare boys and girls for Church membership. 
Surely numbers are no evidence of real spiritual prosperity; yet they 
scorn us because we are few and they are many. Truly, they well 
answer to their ancient type. 

Again, they had the golden calves. Man is constituted a wor
shipping being. Jeroboam knew they must have something to worship. 
As it was in the beginning, so it is now. Look at the Church of Rome, 
the mystic Babylon, the great whore, the mother of harlots. Angels, 
saints, the Virgin Mary, images, pictures, crucifixes, old bones, rotten 
rags, wood, &c., are worshipped. In the Church of England, Ritualism, 
baptismal regeneration, the blasphemous so-called confirmation, &c., by 
many ; and a host of other things in the territories of the Arminians. 
Anything, if so be they can thrust aside the doctrine of distinguishing 
loV"e, particular redemption, efficacious grace, the completeness and 
eternity of the atonement, and the absolute certainty of all the purchase 
being finally gathered to eternal glory. These things they denounce, 
because they cause their Dagon to fall, bides pride from man, exalts 
and extols the Triune Jehovah alone. Therefore they cast calves in 
the moulds of carnal reason, fleshly pride~ and fiendish presumption. 

These are they who cast out the sanctified priests of the Lord and 
consecrate such as are ignorant of the teaching of the Holy Ghost. Is 
it not an undeniable fact that a great majority of professing Christians 
in our land seek more after human learning than the precious truths of 
the Gospel ? As soon as a Church is destitute of a minister, they send 
to a college for an intelligent man, rather than joining in one band, as 
with one heart, and implore the Lord, in His mercy, to send them one 
filled with wisdom from on high, the spirit of Christ, love to the truth 
of God, His ordinances, &c. The reason is obvious. It proves to a 
letter they are enemies to God and His truth, and hate the ways of the 
Lord, although they have the name of Israel upon them. 

Now what are these respectable gentlemen doing? Doing just what 
the mischievous Jeroboam and his people did, viz., cause an ambushment 
to come about behind them,-which means, If we can't beat them by 
fair means we will by foul. Before us we have a host of avowed 
Arminians, behind us an army of Romanists, under the name of 
Protestant Churchmen, who are sometimes called Ritualists. These 
are watching their opportunity to come out, as in the days of our fore
fathers, when those blood-thirsty persecutors, such as Mary and others, 
hunted for the precious life. What are we to do ? The times look 
fearfully portentous; a dreadful struggle seems to be impending. Shall 
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we fear it ? Why should we ? Nay, ye men of Judah, but rather bind 
on the armour. Blow the trumpet with a certain sound. Give the 
alarm of war. Enter the battle field ; fear not the results, for ye shall 
con9.uer, though ye die. Think it not strange you are called to battle 
agamst professed Christians. It is nothing new. The greatest enemies 
the Chu_rch ever had, has now, or ever will have, are those who profess 
the Christian name. Thy God is with thee. Remember what He did 
to Jeroboam and his people. Be assured He will not, He cannot 
desert thee to thy foes. Soon thou shalt wave the palm-branch ; and 
then, 0 ! how sweet the conqueror's song, Victory, victory ! through the 
blood of the Lamb. JosIAH MORLIXG. 

MERCIFUL PRESERVATION OF A MINISTER'S LIFE. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-Grace, mercy, and peace be multi
plied unto you from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus 

Christ. I have often been anxious to send you a line. Will you give 
me a space in your next issue ? 

My eye is upon the signs of the times we live in. I had several 
numbers of a paper sent me unsolicited. Before God and man, I say, 
if the contents of that paper be the religion of the crucified Son of 
God, then I am a lost man; but my soul rejoices in the God of all 
grace, who, for nearly twenty-two years, has made known to my soul 
the power of His own Free-grace Gospel; it is my happiness to say I 
have not so learned Christ; it is no small mercy to be of God enabled 
to say:-

"Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God ; 

He, to save my soul from danger, 
Interposed His precious blood." 

The God of all grace said of old to the children of Israel : " When 
I see the blood I will pass over you." ');'he blessed Son of God has 
come and done all things well. God can be just, and have mercy upon 
every poor soul upon whom the blood of Christ is found. Had it not 
been so, it could never have come to my soul. Jacob of old looked 
back to the forty years the Lord had led him ; by the same power and 
spirit I am enabled to look back forty-eight years, and exclaim, " The 
goodness of the Lord has followed me : the prayers of a righteous man 
availeth much." You know my dear father was a good and gracious 
man; and the Lord gave him a heart to pray for fifty years upon earth; 
now he prays not, but sings and praises God for ever, while his son 
sounds the trumpet in Zion below; and hopes to pray for Zion while 
life and breath remain, and who have more cause than me? A brand 
plucked out of the fire. Ah, my brother, when I think of the Lord's 
goodness to me. I am lost. Can it be so ? Yes, bless his dear name 
it is:-

"Love I much? 
I've much forgiven: 
I'm a miracle of grace." 

Fourteen years have fled away since the Lord brought me out of 
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the army and established me in the good bnt laborious work of the 
ministry. He has made it the power of God unto the salvation of many 
precious souls, and to Him be all the glory. My soul before God often 
feels as Paul writes to the Church in 1 Cor. i. 26-29. 

My brother, how little this good old truth is thought of in the day 
we live in ! but with our God there is no change, yes, the eye of the Lord 
is upon His people, and that for good. He will not turn away from 
them to do them good. The Psalmist of old said, 'fhou Lord hast 
made me glad through Thy works. I will triumph in the works of 
Thy hands ; "all the works of God do praise Him, and His saints 
shall bless Him." 

On the third Sabbath, in December last, I had been to Eaton 
Bray, to preach, and on my way home by train on Monday, I had 
been seated in the carriage about ten minutes, when myself and 
four other passengers were thrown off our seats. I felt something was 
wrong ; my soul cried to the God of all grace, as it often did when in 
the field of battle, and the carriage was at a stand in a minute. We 
got out. Oh, the sight was awful! two carriages off the line had fallen 
down some fifteen feet, broken to splinters; the front of the carriage 
that I was in had its corner smashed; eight passengers injured; but, 
all glory to our God, my life was not injured. May I not say with all 
the family of God,-

" Not a single shaft can hit, 
Till the God of love sees fit." 

This is not all that has befallen me. Since I came to Tring, 
I had been to preach at Long Marston ; one of my deacons kindly 
came to fetch me home. Before we reached home the horse shied, 
turned the trap over, threw us both out; but the Lord's eye was upon 
us; in this, also, with my brother, I have cause to bless the Lord, in 
that I sustained no harm; all glory to our God ! I remember the Lord 
said unto me some few years since, "what thou knowest not now, thou 
shalt know hereafter." Well, my brethren, I have found it true to the 
letter, both· in the deeps of soul conflict, and in the Church of God ; 
but here I am through mercy. Fifteen months have fled away since 
God made C. W. Banks the means of bringing me to Tring. To the 
honour of our Lord I have much pleasure to believe He has been, and is 
still with us, His poor and despised people. Twelve have been added 
to the cause, and I hope in an eternal union to the Great Head . of the 
Church. I had the pleasure of baptizing four believers in Christ, 
Lord's-day last. However much people may speak against this blessed 
ordinance, it is to my soul delightful; it is following the footsteps of 
Jesus: the only scriptural way into the visible Church ,of God below. 
We had a good meeting, Easter-Monday; you was Gods mouth to us 
that dav; it gives me great pleasure to say, the Lord made your 
message· a profitable season to us all. The proceeds of the .meeting 
were kindly given to me, for which I am thankful. 

May every blessing of our God rest upon you, is the prayer of 
your's in Christ, A. BAKER. 

Tring, Herts, April 9th, 187 4. 
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THE PRECIOUS DOCTRINE OF SUBSTITUTION. 

BY J. C. 'f TI URST ON, 
Of Cr01J(lon. 

"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laicl on Him the iniquity of us all."-Isaiah !iii. 6. 

THERE al'e two things essential to be known before we can be 
truly and spiritually happy in this world. The one is our lost 

condition by nature; the other is our recovery from that condition by 
grace. It took Adam but a very few minutes to plunge the world into 
misery and death; it took Jesus three-and-thirty years to recover us 
from that misery and death, and secure life and happiness for us. These 
things are reported in the Gospel, but "who hath believed our report, 
and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" How many sit under 
the sound of the Gospel for years totally unmoved either by its warn
ings or glad tidings! We have in the words of the text, 

First. A Solemn Declaration . 
. Secondly. A Divine Act or Transfer. 

The salvation of a sinner being a subject of immense importance, 
it becomes those who preach it to be simple, faithful, and affectionate; 
and those who hear it should listen with the greatest attention. There 
is no theme so great that can employ the tongue of man. The Prophet 
Isaiah uses a similitude: he compares men to sheep: his original state 
was a state of innocence, or purity, and harmlessness; and, indeed, it 
could not be otherwise, being created by Him who is holiness itself; so 
that man's sin is not of God, but of himself; he, being a mutable 
creature, was liable to fall; and he did fall, and all the human race fell 
in him. Oh!_ what a pit did he fall into! It was a pit of B1isery and 
ruin from which he could never recover himself. This was. the effect 
of straying away and wandering from God, by which his mind became 
alienated from God. Oh! what a solemn change took place! His 
nature became corrupt, and he transmitted that corrupt nature to us, 
for we were born in sin and shapen in iniquity, and we have all gone 
astray by actual transgression. Where did we wander to? As far off 
from God as sin could lead us. The Bible loudly proclaims the dis
tance: the Lord· looked down from heaven to see if there were any 
that did understand, that did seek after God; they are all gone out of 
the way; there is none that doeth good; no, not one. Not a thought 
about God, nor a desire after Him; in a state of entire ignorance, 
carelessness, and unconcernedness. Like lost sheep, wandering in the 
dark mazes of sin, exposed to every danger. Oh ! what gins, and 
traps, and snares does the devil lay to entrap and entangle the feet! 
How many have been caught in them! What sorrow and suffering 
have been the consequence! Pride and pleasure have carried people 
as far away from God as vice has: "All we like sheep have gone 
astray:" all God's elect as well as the rest of mankind; if one has 
not gone into such open acts of wickedness as another it is not because 
his heart is any better than another by nature. We have all gone 
astray; we have not kept His laws; we have broken His command
ments; if you have not sinned with your hands or your feet, as some 

N 
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haw, you have with your eyes. The eye is the inlet to the heart, and 
oh! what eYil thoughts have been hatched, as it were, in the bosom, and 
how often have they been fostered ; how does the heart of man wander 
after forbidden objects! Have we not been as guilty as Adam and 
Eve? How foolish and stupid we are by nature! how liable to go into 
crooked paths which lead to destruction, and never should we return 
of ourselves, of our own will, or by our own power: it must be the 
power and grace of the Great Shepherd and Bishop of souls to bring 
us back. The prophet does not exclude himself:-" All WE like sheep 
have gone astray;" one is as prone to go astray as another. We have 
often seen in a flock of sheep, when one has broken the fold, another 
and another has followed it : how often does one sinner lead another 
astray. "We have turned every one to his own way;" every one wants 
his own way, and seeks his own way: and it is an evil one, a dark and 
slippery way, the end of it is ruin, though they may differ. There are 
different propensities in human nature: some are addicted to one sin 
and some another. What you might be inclined to, I might not ; and 
what I might be inclined to, you might not. But we have every one 
of us turned to his own way, and nothing but divine grace could turn 
us out of it to the Lord, so that the Lord's people are no better by 
nature than others. David said "I have gone astray like a lost 
sheeu." 

Sicondly. The divine act or transfer: "The Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all." That is God the Father against whom we have 
sinned, and from whom we have turned. What inconceivable love is 
here commended! What amazing mercy is here exhibited to sinful 
man ! He left the fallen angels to eternal torments without hope, 
because without a Redeemer; and what are we better than they? God, 
in infinite love and mercy, provided a Substitute, and that in the 
person of His own Son, who is called " the Lamb of God." He laid 
on Him the sins of all His people, and what a mighty burden was that: 
all the sins that ever were, and ever will be committed by them, all 
made to meet together upon Him, and borne by Him. Could He have 
borne them if He had been but a mere man? No! none but the 
mighty God could have borne them: "Who His own self," says Peter, 
" bare our sins in His own body on the tree." This substitute was 
beautifully portrayed by the ram that was caught in the thicket; this 
ram was offered in the stead of Isaac: in that I think Abraham saw 
the day of Christ and was glad. It was beautifully set forth by the 
scape-goat; yea, and by the slain goat. Aaron was commanded to take 
the goat, kill it, and bring his blood within the vail and sprinkle upon 
the mercy-seat, and before the mercy-seat. The slain lamb was for an 
atonement for the sins of the people; and Aaron shall lay both his 
hands upon the head of the live goat and confess over him all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their trespasses in all their 
sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and the goat shall bear 
upon him all their iniquities into a land not inhabited. Behold Jesus 
at once the atoning High Priest and the effectual Sacrifice, for He 
offered Himself to God. He needed no offering for Himself, but the 
Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all. See how He, as the slain 

· goat, atoned for our sins, and, as the scape-goat, Jesus did bear them 
away into the land of forgetfulness; the Lord removed them from His 
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people and transferred or made them over to Him-made them all to 
~eet upon Him: the burden, the guilt, the punishment of them. This 
IS how God disposed of sin, and there is no other way in which it could 
be disposed of or put away; no other priest could bear it, make an 
atonement for it, or put it away. There is no sacrificing priest now 
though men pretend to such. 

Now let us pause for a moment. Look back to Calvary and con
template t):ie amazing act; let us gaze on the once-burdened Redeemer, 
groaning beneath the ponderous load, beneath the weight of divine 
vengeance. Listen to the Almighty voice, as it thrilled through the 
heart of the Saviour, "Awake, 0 sword, against my Shepherd, against 
the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts. Smite the Shepherd 
and the sheep shall be scattered, and I will turn My hand upon the 
little ones." Not to smite them but to protect and save them. 0 
mar~ellous assertion! "It pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath 
put Him to grief." "He spared not His own Son, but delivered Hirn 
up for us all." " Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin 
of the world;" behold Hirn in the depth of His agonizing woe in the 
garden; behold Him crowned with thorns; behold Hirn bearing His 
cross; behold Hirn in His bloody baptism, immersed in the wrath of a 
sin-avenging God; drenched in His own blood; in that mighty sea He 
took and cast the sins of His people, that when they are sought for 
they shall not be found. 0 here's a deep that knows no sounding. 0 
what a day was that when the fountain of the Saviour's blood was 
opened! How rich was that blood! What virtue flows from that 
fountain! The dying thief proved it: his debts were all cancelled, his 
enormous crimes were at once blotted out, his soul cleansed and 
purified, redeemed, saved, and glorified. Oh, what an act for Jehovah 
to lay iniquity upon Christ, to make Hirn to be sin who knew no sin'. 
As the Lord laid iniquity upon or transferred sin to Hirn, so He 
imputes His righteousness, makes it over to them whose sins He laid 
upon Hirn; as Jesus was viewed as a sinner by the imputation of their 
sins, so they are viewed as righteous by the imputation of His righteous
ness. As He took the curse, so they shall take the blessing; the curse 
was death, the blessing is life, eternal life. Well might angels wonder; 
and while they wonder, they adore and sing, "Worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain!" Well may saved sinners sing, and rejoice, and love, 
and praise, and bless, and adore Him who died for them and redeemed 
them by His blood. " The Lord hath laid on Hirn the iniquity of us 
all; He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His 
stripes we are healed." Oh! the precious doctrine of substitution. 
There is no salvation without it. What are all the forms and cere
monies of the Romish Church? Of what use is the Pope, and his 
cardinals, and bishops, and priests? If what they say were true thac 
there is no salvation out of their Church we should do well to join it; 
but that is a falsehood, and they are deceivers, therefore, let us have 
nothing to do with their religion. There are some who still hold office 
in the Church of England who cannot do without their Ritualistic 
mummeries; they must have something tangible, something they can 
see with their eyes or touch with their hands. There were many who 
saw Jesus that did not believe in Him: they despised and rejected Him. 
It is not what the natural eye can see, but what faith believes. 
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" All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all." Who are included in the us and the all? Not 
e-very individual in the world; if so, all must be saved; but all the 
elect of God in the different parts of the world, for thev are scattered 
abroad; they are all that were given Him by the Father, and He said, 
when upon the earth, " I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but 
for them which Thon hast given Me; for they are Thine. And all 
Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and I am glorified in them." 
They are His sheep: "I lay down My life for the sheep." He had 
some sheep among the Jews, but they were not confined to the Jews, 
for He said, " Other sheep I have which are not of this fold: them also 
I must bring; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd." They 
are His jewels: they are sought out from among the ruins of the fall. 
They are His workmanship whom He adorns with His grace and who 
will make up His crown. They are manifested by the new birth, by 
faith in His name; they are brought to trust in His blood and 
righteousness, and to hope and look for salvation by Him. We know 
not who they are till they are manifested, -and, therefore, the Gospel js 
to be universally preached, and it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth. They are among different denominations, 
but they belong to the true Church of God, whose names are written 
in heaven. "Can you tell me, sir, whether my sins are laid upon 
Christ, and whether I shall be saved?" I can't search the sacred roll; 
I can't search your heart; the Bible says, " He that believeth shall be 
saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned." We have the great 
question asked by one who doubtless felt his lost state and was anxious 
about his soul, and the great answer was given by one that was com
missioned to publish salvation=- "What must I do to be saved?" 
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." I dare 
not presume to say of any one that Jesus did not bear his sins; it can 
only be made known by the Spirit through faith. What can we say? 
" It is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners," and that 1' He is able to save to 
the uttermost all that come unto God by Him." Dost thou feel thyself 
a sinner? Dost thou feel thy need of a Saviour? .Art thou anxious to 
be saved? Look to Jesus; venture on Him-venture wholly. Some 
of you have believed through grace; you have found salvation in Him; 
you know His name, it is precious to you; you have had communion 
with Him, enjoyed your interest in Him; you have been brought into 
the liberty of the Gospel; the Son has made you free, and you are free, 
indeed; you have abundant reason to bless and praise Him for the 
great things He has done for you. 

You were as sheep going astray, but are now returned unto the Shep
herd and Bishop of your souls. May the Lord ·bring back th?se who 
are still wandering far from God into the fold, and lead them mto the 
green pastures of His love, and cause the~ to lie. down beside the. still 
waters of peace. He will see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied 
when He has brought them to the fold above. The Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and lead them to living fountains 
of water, and God Himself shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 
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"CHRIST HAS RISEN IN MY HEART THE HOPE OF 
GLORY." 

SO)IE OF TUJ; LAST WORDS OF 

THE LA.TE MR. WILLIAM GA.RR.ARD, OF LEIC'ESTER. 

[The following encouraging testimony to the holy and infallible truth of God, as 
delivered by Mr. John Bunyan McCure, in his Funeral Sermon for the above
named deceased minister, we have been specially requested to insert in our pub
lication. Copies of the entire discourse may be had of the Deacons of 
Providence Chapel, Newark Street, Leicester ; or of Mr. McCure, Clarendon 
Road, Brookland Avenue, Cambridge. Towards the close of the Funeral 
Sermon (which was preached in Leicester, December 21st, 1873), Mr. John 
Bunyan McCure said]:-1 will now direct your attention to the exhortation-

" Mark the perfect man, and Behold the upright." 

Mark and behold them, and you will see that, by the grace of God, they 
are what they .are. Our. dear brother ascribed all that be was, as a 
Christian man, to the riches of sovereign grace, and could he speak down 
from the glory kingdom, he would tell you to mark and behold 
triumphant and unmerited grace in his perfection before the Throne. 
Let us consider the end of the perfect and upright man. 

"The end of that man is peace.'' 

More than fifty years ago, our brother preached his first sermon, 
from the words, " Fight the good fight of faith, lay bold on eternal 
life." By the grace of God, the valiant soldier did fight, and the 
Captain bas given b.im the victory. In his "Valiant Men of Israel," he 
writes-

" Soldiers! brother soldiers! we do not fight as them that beat the air, nor run at 
an unc'ertainty. We must be more than conquerors, for we shall surely possess the 
glorious country. Courage! courage! Stand fast in the faith! quit yourselves like 
men. Be strong; strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might." 

It is not quite four months since the never-to-be-forgotten" Jubilee" 
was held in this chapel,-August 24th. Our dear departed brother 
preached his "Jubilee Sermon," in the morni:a.g, from the words,-

" Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire 
beside Thee. My flesh and my heart .faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever." 

He was helped to deliver a blessed testimony in his Great Master's 
name. Public services were held on the Tuesday following, when a 
purse, containing £235, was presented to him, being an expression 
of love from those who loved him for his work and Master's sake. 

That great meeting has passed away, and can only live in history. 
The valiant man has also passed away from time, and shall now live 
for ever before the THRONE. To him the money is now valueless, to 
his dear widow it will be useful. Therefore you have not given it in vain. 

The last sermon that he preached, only about three weeks since, 
was from the words of our Lord to Martha. 



174 THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

" Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, itnd the life: he that believeth in 
Me, t-hough he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth, and believeth in 
Me, shall never die. Believest thou this?" 

He particularly emphasized "Believest thou this?" That was the 
last sermon the dear old " Watchman " preached, which will never be 
forgotten by many who heard it. He came to you then just as he wrnte 
of himself:-

" Here comes a Watchman of the night, 
With lantern, and his glimmering light, 

Watching your dark soul's door; . 
You know the glow-worm in the dark, 
Shines all he can, though but a spark; 

.And what can I do more? " 

When I came to preach here, the last Lord's day in November, I 
saw him several times, and on Wednesday, December 3rd, after praying 
with him, I took my final farewell of him for time. I left him strong 
in faith, giving glory unto God. He expressed a great dread of being 
laid by from his work; he wanted to die with sword in hand, for he 
felt to fear a long illness. He was most anxious to preach to the 
people once more, and told me to give notice that he would do so on 
the following Lord's day. That day he was not so well. He was in a 
very happy state of mind. There was read to him the 14th chapter 
of John. He asked to have also read the 15th chapter, and then for 
the 473rd Hymn (Gadsby's) to be sung to his old favourite tune, 
which he sang aloud:-

" Lord, I am Thine, but Thou wilt prove 
My faith, my patience, and my love; 
When men of spite against me join, 
They are the sword, the hand is Thine. 

My flesh shall slumber in the ground, 
Till the last trumpet's joyful sound; 
Then burst the chains with sweet surprise, 
And in my Saviour's image rise." 

He then prayed with great power and liberty. 
Friday, 12th.-He came down stairs as usual, several friends sa~ 

him · he was very anxious concerning the Church and people of his 
charge, and prayed for them most earnestly, and said :-'-" I fret for 
the people ; I fret for the people." 

Saturday.-He was n_ot able to come down, but dressed himself and 
remained in his room. He said during the day, "If I have offended 
any one, I wish to be forgiven ; and if any one has o:ffen~ed me, I freely 
forgive them. I desire to forgive, and I hope to be forgiven; I want to 
die in peace." 

Lorrl:s-day.-He was not so well, not able to get up. To his dear· 
wife, he said, "Who am I? What am I?" She replied, "A brand 
plucked out of the fire; yes, a monument of grace; a sinner saved by 
blood." There was then read to him, the 174th hymn:-

" Jesus is precious, says the Word, 
What comfort does this truth afford ! 
.And those who in His name believe 
With joy this blessed truth receive:" 

The subject matter of that hymn was the joy and rejoicing of his soul, 
in the prospect of death, particularly the sixth verse :-
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".As they draw near their journey's end, 
How precious is their heavenly Friend; 
.And when in death they bow their head, 
He's precious on a dying bed." 

175 

During the night he quoted these precious words, "I give unto my 
sheep eternal life." He spoke of the gift, the certainty of it. I g'w;e 
unto them/ None can pluck them out of My hand! And then said, 
"Christ has risen in my heart the hope of glory,"-

" Glo!'y to Goel, I ne'er shall rove 
Beyond the limits of His love; 
Fenced with J ehovah's 'shalls' and 'wills' -
Firm as the everlasting hills." 

To the family then present he said, "I leave you all in the Lord's 
hands. The Lord bless the dear children!" and then said to himself, 
"Safe in the Redeemer's hands,'until the day break and the shadows 
flee away." He then looked round the room, and Mr. Challis asked him 
"What are you looking for ? " He replied, "Eternal life ! Eternal life ! " 
Mr., C. said, at his request, he immediately quoted-

" To every saint is given: 
Safety on earth, and after death, 

The plenitude of heaven." 

"Oh, Eternal life; What can destroy that life? Oh, what an inherit
ance! Incorruptible!" Three times he repeated "Incorruptible ! 
Immortal ! Eternal! and that fadeth not away." And then said, "Now 
also, when I am old and grey-headed, 0 God, forsake me not, when my 
strength faileth." Then repeated-

" Nor death, nor hell, shall o'er remove 
His favourites from His breast; 

In the dear bosom of His love 
They must for ever rest," 

"When He comes, He can make the light to shine," and then said,

" The joy prepared for suffering saints, 
Will make amends for all." 

, "Glory in my soul I glory in my soul! my heart waketh !" and then 
said "I shall drop some thoughts now" -meaning that he would speak 
again, and then fell off into a comfortable sleep. When he awoke he 
was perfectly sensible, and dozed off again ; gave one gentle sigh, and 
his ransomed spirit left the body without having experienced the bitter
ness of death. The end of that man is peace! Peace for ever. Not a 
wave of trouble now can ever pass over his peaceful soul in glory. 
Tribulation and the thorns of the wilderness are all over ; the end has 
come. The end of sin, Satan,-the world,-the old man. The sorrows 
and troubles of this dying life, the anxiety of a pastor's life, which is 
made up of joys and sorrows, have come to an end. The end has come . 

. The great timepiece of the throne struck twelve! The morning now 
began; the door was opened wide; he entered in for ever and for ever; 
to live, and reign, and dwell with Christ, his glorious Head in sp?tless 
white. A Saviour's righteousness in uncreated light, in holmess. 
apart from sin, sorrow, pain, and woe. 

Farewell, dear brother, only for a little season, when we shall 
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meet thee before the throne. Then we will shout, " Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace I" 

One word to the poor dear bereaved widow. My dear sister, your 
loving Father, who made you a wife, has now made you a widow, and 
He Himself will now be your husband; He will always love you, and 
care for you. Try and cast your care upon Him. He will sustain you, 
and enable you to bear this trial that He has now given you. 

"Himself has done it, yea, although severe 
May seem the stl'Oke, and bitter be the cup ; 

'Tis His own hand that holds it, and I know 
He'll give you grace to drink it meekly up." 

I do most deeply sympathise with you, and commit you to the 
lo,iug and faithful sympathy of a precious Christ. The Lord bless your ' 
dear chihlren, that they may follow in the steps of Him who was 
" faithful unto death," that they also may have the crown of life ; but, 
in the meanwhile, " Mark the perfect man !" see ! behold the grace 
that made him a Christian, and which has saved him for ever I 

To the Church.-My dear Brethren, you have never been in. the 
condition you are in now. Your pastor, who watched over you for so 
many years, is gone. Look to the Chief Shepherd, and Bishop of your · 
souls. Cleave to one another with purpose of heart. Love one another 
,,ith pure heart fervently. Contend very earnestly for the faith. Hold 
fast the profession of your faith without wavering; for He is faithful 
who has promised. And consider one another to provoke unto love and 
good works, and when God's faithful servants come amon_g you, that 
they may praise you, as Paul did the Church at Corinth, "Now I praise 
yon, brethren, that ye remember me in all things and keep the ordi
nances, as I delivered them to you."-1 Cor. xi. 2. This Church has 
ever been particular in doctrine, and strict in New Testament practice. 

It is both a Particular and Strict Baptist Church. 
It was such when I preached to you thirty-one years ago; it is the 

same now. I beseech you, brethren, be faithful to your own consciences, 
for conscwnces and souls were made to be the Lord's alone. Be faithful 
to one another, and to the profesi;,ion you have taken upon yourselves, 
when you declared your loyalty to King Jesus and 'said-

" His institutions will I prize, 
Take up my cross, the shame despise; 
Dare to defend His noble cause, 
And yield obedience to His laws." 

.And now brethren, I commend you to God and .to the word of Hjs 
grace; which is able to build you up, and give you an inheritance 
among all them that are sanctified.-AMEN. 

This account of the going home of a godl_y minister must be ~sefyl 
to confirm the faith of the weaklings; yea, m the hand of God, it will 
make the scoffing infidel blush for shame. 

Read this dying testimony again and again. Read it everywhere: 
so prays the Editor of the EARTHEN VESSEL, who knew, and loved, and 
laboured with, and for, the honoured "Watch~an on the Walls," more 
than a quarter of a century. 
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PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS. 

The Pictol'ial World-Office, 63, Fleet 
S~rect, ~ondon. Coming in between the 
h1gh-pr1c~d and the poor penny illus
trated, this three-penny weekly journal is 
a new, handsome, and superior candidate 
for public favour. The portraits are the 
finest, most natural, faithful, and highly
printed of any we have seen. 

'' England in Olden Times," with some 
ancient wood-cuts, tells you, in Our Own 
Fireside, what our ancestors were, how 
they looked, and what they did. "The 
Snow-Huts of the Esquimaux," their 
character and industry, are well sketched 
in Home Words for May. The Philippian 
Jailor on his Knees before Paul and 
Silas forms a touching frontispiece to the 
IJay of IJays, in which we find "A Tale 
of Martyr Times; or, Faithful unto 
Death: " a kind of trial-life almost un
known in these religiously revolutionary 
days, when everybody is just doing as his 
own fancy or the seducer may incline 
him. Old James Nisbet's famous book 
shop, in Berner Street, is the depot for 
these pleasing productions of the worthy 
Rector ·of St. Nicholas, in Worcester. 

The Snare of the Fowler. A tract on 
Confessiop. By Montague Russell But
ler. London: Macintosh. Truly, it is 
well to expO-se this hideous, monstrous, 
unnatural.; blasphemous, Christ-ignoring, 
and soul-deceiving machinery, which 
England, alas! has allowe(l to be set up 
in her midst. England was onco a king
dom of power, strong in faith, and loyal 
to her God and His Bible. But now 
she is given up to idolatry of every kind. 
Tell it, with weeping and wailing, ye few 
poor afHicted Protestants, tell it with strong 
cries and woe of heart, England is sold, 
ensnared, blinded with the gaudy glitter 
of gold, of foolish fashion, and of every 
kind of false worship. What her end will 
be is certainly foretold, We are glad there 
are some few like Montague Russell 
Butler who will try to unmask the 
roguery of the Romish and Ritualistic 
. adversaries, warning the people of their 
clanger. The Irish woman on the step of 
the Brompton Oratory is a terrible pic
ture of the insanity of the people and of 
the cruelty of the priests. Oh, what will 
be their encl? . 

Flashes of Tl,ought. One Thousand 
Choice Extracts from the Works of C. 
H, Spurgeon. London: Passmore and 
Alabaster. In green and gold binding; 
clean and cl.ear printing; with immense 

variety of pious and pithy compositions' 
all alphabetically arranged and index com
plete, forming one thick volume, suited to 
these busy times, when one may catch a 
morsel now and then, and so stir up the 
slumbering embers of the soul. 

"Immanuel's Land!" A new tract 
(by the late Vicar of High Wycombe, H. 
Paddon, M.A.) has come forth through 
the publishing house of W. Macintosh, 
called Court Dress; or, the Bride of C'hrist 
Ready and Waiting to be Presented." In 
the preface Mr. Paddon warns those 
ministers who have run unsent into the 
ministry and who address all they speak 
to as the redeemed of the Lord. Let us 
read one sentence from Mr. Paddon's 
prefaC'e: "I believe countless multitudes 
are passing away, even from under many 
reputed evangelical ministers into the 
lake that burneth with fire and brimstone 
'-deceived!" vVe fear this awful state
ment is too true! i\ e feel that no min
ister of Christ can be too much in earnest, 
nor too faithful; hut when he rejects 
Divine Sovereignty, ancl runs wild upon 
the quicksands of universal redemption 
and man's power first to open his heart 
and to "let the Saviour come in," then 
we painfully fear it is the blind leading 
the blind: and, if grace prevent not, they 
will both fall into the ditch together, 
Poor "Draper," the once popular preiwher 
of Southampton, in his last days, cried 
dreadfully under the temptation that he 
had been deceived and had deceived 
others. We hope this was not really the 
case: but, when we read and hear of the 
popular men of our day; how buoyant, 
how merry, how prosperous, how wor
shipped! we cannot kill our inward 
fears, lest they are but as Satan trans
'formed into angels oflight. Mr. Paddon's 
Court IJress is heavenly, full of God's 
Holy Word; and precious in its reve
lations of Zion's future glory. Ruther
ford's "Immanuel's Land" we give in 
CHEERING Wonns . 

TnE RELrmous CmmrTION OF E:<rGLAND. 
-The United Kingdorn Anti-Papal 
League Magazine, No. XX., says "Oh, 
Mr. Spurgeon, what advice to College 
Students! Anything will be accepted by 
men if you will but preach it with tre
mendous energy and living ~arnestness.'' 
Those words of Mr. Spurgeon s are quoted 
by Mr. Johnstone; and then to C. H. S. 
the koen-oyed Scotch man saith : "No ; all 
the energy of a hunclred-ton gun, and the 
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earnestness of ell the preachers in the 'i Baptist churches suffer as much from this 
worl? com~ined in one man wil! do spirit of "Stand-by-thyself" as doth 
nothing agamst Popery unless God 1s on any community in the world. One class 
your side ! " Ah! there is the only source of men belong to that section considerecl 
of vite.1, saving power. And the awful richly experimental; another to that di• 
fact, we foar is, that in the profe11eed vision which is highly doctrinal: some 
Protestantism of this day, God will not consider themselves so puro in rectitude 
b_e mocked, therefore, He is not on our and moral deportment, while others have 
s1d~ .. Look st_r~ight an?- honestly at the bee1;1 like Jonah in the very belly of hell, 
!elig10u_s ?ond'.t10n of this c?untry._ A~he- agamet whom the secret cry is, "Keep 
ism, Sp1r1tue.l1em, Mormomsm, Umtar1an- clear of them!" Is all this Christ-like, 
ism,_ with its adopted and fast-growing or Gospel-like, or Charity-like? If it 
family, the deniers of man's immortality can be proved to be so, then so let it re
and of eternal punishment; look, further, main; if it is nothing but the fruit of a 
at the hosts of Arian and Arminian party spirit, the sooner it is buried the 
armies, the Ritualists and Popish priests, better. Have the deacons of the Surrey 
with their saints and sisters so miserably- Tabernacle acted consistently in inviting 
looking. Consider the length and strength clergymen, Independent Ministers, and 
of the advancing bodies of people, and Gospel Standard men to. occupy their 
on your lniees, in honest prayer before pulpit? Have the brethren Rolleston, 
God, ask, "V,'ho are these? and whence Battersby, Bradbury, Vinall, Baxter, A. B. 
?011;1e they?" ask, "Is this God's host, or Taylor, Gorton, and others clone right in 
1s it Satan transforming himself iJ1to an going into that pulpit, first occupied by 
angel of light?" Our God is the God of the late and increasingly-lamented Jamee 
truth and is not the Author either of con- Welle? If all this has been right, and 
fusion or of contradictions. Let us think the church at the Surrey Tabernacle tell 
of these things seriously, and let us, like us the Lord has made the services of all 
James Johnstone, Esq., speak out like these good men most precious to their 
men; and we may add, that both J. souls; then, if so, God has honoured this 
Johnstone and C. H. Spurgeon do speak fraternization, and we may hope that 
out like giants when they come upon "the amongst all godly ministers, who hold fast 
soul-destroying doctrine of universal the true faith, there may yet be founcl a 
atonement." Mr. Johnstone tells us, C. richer,happier,holier,and more extensive 
H. S., referring to the grand old doctrine, fellowship in the ministry. 
the redemption of the Church by the Notes of Four Sermons, by Frederick 
atoning sacrifice of the Son of God, says, Tryon, of Market J)eeping. London: 
"the opposite of which is de&dlv error, Gadsby, Bouverie Street (6d.). We have 
and comes from the father of lies'." That gone through these discourses in a solemn 
is plain, faithful, Christ-honouring speak- frame of mind. Having hell,rd Mr. Tryon . 
ing. For this one great Bible-truth we more than twenty years since, we were 
have contended for over forty years. Help concerned to ascertain, if possible, his 
us still to witness for it. The ma:ed tide present spiritual condition. It is evidently 
of anything-arian is rolling in. The one of deep heart-searching; the Word 
waves have often overwhelmed us, yet we of God, in Mr. Tryon's ministry, appears 
have not sunken into death or despair. to be quick and powerful, sharper than 
God is on the side of Jlie people in Hie any two-edged sword of man's natural 
Son, in His truth, in Hie covenant, by power, piercing even to the dividing a11un
His Spirit: all systems opposed to this der of soul and spirit; a discerner of the 
are unsafe. thoughts and intents of the heart. Pro-

Down with Isolation, Up with Fellow- fessors, who have nover passed under the 
ship. Some one sends us Mr. Minton's rod, will not like these discourses: but 
Sermon on Mutual Recognition. As it the God-fearing, conecience-purgecl child 
proceeds from the soul of a scholar, a will find them useful in the. dis
gentleman, and a Christian, we need not covery of those secret spots and hidden 
say it is a pretty, a pleasing, and a perti- exercises which are founcl ~here the wo~k 
nent address. Here is one practical ite°:': ?f the_ Comforte~, as pro~1eec~ by Jesus, 111 
"Depend upon it," says Mr. Minton, "1f m saving operat10n. Ehhu, Ill the Book 
any minister of Christ withhold, follow- of Joh, and Frederick Tr,ron, of Marken 
ship from another minister, because they Deeping, are k)ndred SJ?ir!te. We reco~
differ in opinion, it is because he is think- inencl all exorcised Christians to read this 
ing too much of his own things, and not sixpenny book again and again. 
enough of the things of J eeue Christ." "Witho1;1t Money!" Mr .. Spurgeo~'s 
Therein is the secret of nine-tenths of our sermon, Witl,out Money ancl Without Price, 
divisions, and of our consequent weak- is certainly both eloquent and gracious in 
ness. We are persuaded that the Strict matter and spirit : we shall not analyzo 
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it; but, on page 135, are two sentences 
which, to our mind, mar the whole. First, 
he tells of many who knew the way of 
enlvation for years ; but they "could not 
bring themselves to the idea that then and 
there, just as they were, they had but to 
accept the salvation of God and it would 
be their own ! " What is involved in that 
sentence-" they had but to accept the 
salvation of God? " Certainly the idea 
of an offer on the part of God, and the 
power to accept or reject on the part of 
the sinner. Now, fearless of all conse
quences, whether we offend or please par
sons and peoples, let us declare plainly, 
Salvation is the eternal and the entire gift 
of God. It was given by electing and pre
destinating love, purpose, covenant, and 
unalterable promise, by God the Father, 
to all the chosen seed, who were appointed 
to be heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Jesus Christ. It was given by the Son of 
God when He gave Himself a ransom for 
many; ancl it is given by the Holy Ghost 
when He quickenetb the soul, when He 
revealetb Christ in the soul, when He 
thereby produceth faith in the Lamb of 
God, and when He sealetb home the pre
cious promise of forgiveness by the cleans
ing blood of the Lamb. The Gospel of 
the grace of God ne-ver did lead to fatalism, 
to antinomianism, to licentiousness, nor 
to any other God-dishonouring or soul
endangering snares ; but the grace of God 
doth lead the truly saved soul to exclaim, 
"Of Him, through Him, and to Him are 
all . (the) things, ( which make up our sal
vation), to whom be glory for ever. A.men." 
We must insist upon Mr. Spurgeon's cast
ing overboard this canker-worm of man's 
accepting. We are God's husbandry, the 
earth is ploughed up, the seed is cast in, 
the barrow passes over, the rain is poured 
down, the sun shines, the blade comes up, 
the harvest is gathered. The other sen
tence next month. 

The Baptist bas ventured · to criticise 
Mr. Spurgeon's "expressed contempt for 
scholarship." The " schools of thought " 
were evidently not appreciated by "the 
president." The Baptist very respectfully 
steps in to vindicate the honour and use
fulness of the other colleges. We think 
Mr. Spurgeon would reply in words ready 
to bis hand in l'aul's 2 Cor. xi., " W oulcl 
to Goel ye could bear with me a little in 
my folly, and indeed bear with me; for I 
am jealous o'ver you with a godly jealou11y." 
There evidently is a jealousy of some kind. 
We trust it is for the honour of our Lord. 
We confess we are dreadfully jealous; and 
to all the churches we would cry aloud and 
spare not (whether they hear or forbear), 
saying, "If be that cometh preacheth an
other Jesus, whom we h,we not preached; or 

if ye receive another spirit which ye have 
not received ; or another Gospel which 
ye have not accepted, ye might do well to 
bear with us in our jealousy." Mr. 
Spurgeon cannot shnt his eyes to some 
stern facts: springing up around him are 
" schools of thought," exceedingly daring, 
imaginary, numerous and varied. These 
"schools of thought" are leading their 
pupils away from the "pure river of water 
of life," which is "as clear as crystal," into 
the artificial theories of these last clays. 
It was, cloubtless, a warning voice to his 
own students, knowing some had departed 
from their original profession. Our con
viction and our consolation is this, "The 
kingdom of Goel is preached, and every 
living man i& pressing in to it." Neither 
railing, nor rash judgment can much ad
vance the cause of truth. This weekly 
paper also gives a Report of the Presi
dent's annual address from the Chair of 
the Pastor's College. It is full of argu
ments to push them forward ; and onward 
they are marching. Like some of Gideon's 
army, we "are faint, yet pursuing." 
Why? We repeat the question, Why 
ca.anot the truthful and entire Baptists 
have a series of grand field-clays? Let 
us marshal our troops; let us encourage 
and help our recruits. We have proved 
there is much young blood in our churches; 
and although some of us may be deemed 
"old and foolish," the Timothies and 
Tituses will redeem the cause and raise 
the churches, if we, under God, give them 
our counsel and smiles. 

RECENT Iss1:rns.-The A B C Church 
and Chapel Directory for 187 4. This is 
no flimsy, temporary, casual, or catch
penny publication. It is very neatly and 
correctly printed. To Churchmen and to 
Dissenters of every shade and section it 
must be a useful guide; and as a manual 
for reference nothing is issued so com
prehensive or so cheap. It. is published 
by R. Banks, Racquet Court, Fleet Street, 
price 2d.-Part XVII. of C. H. Spurgeon's 
Interpreter enters upon that hallowed por
tion of New Testament Revelation which 
opens, in measure, the humiliating sorrows, 
agonies, and sacrifice of the Son of God. 
In these awful passages of the Word, our 
annotator is clear, heavenly-minded, and 
illustrative. In the person, in the meclia
torial and substitutionarv work of the Son 
of Goel, many tbousanils are nuitecl in 
faith, and hope, and experience, while in 
some other way they are all at sea. That 
is a blessed word, "\Vhoaoever believeth 
that Jesus is the Christ is born of Goel! " 
As our life is hid with Christ in Goel, so 
in the Christ of Goel may we live, now mid 
for ever. Amen!-" A walk through 
the City" is a lovely and lively paper in 
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that always ploosing monthly, Shirley 
Hibberd's Gardenm·'s Magazine, whioh all 
the admirers of gardens, fields, and 
flowers are now so well acquainted with, 
that we need say nothing more than as a 
little boy said, " It grows gooder and 
greater everdy time I sees it."-For The 
Bible Echo we have no room, only to say, 
as it says, "Spiritualism is the most 
wrekhed thing produced by the devil 
amongst men." The meaning of the Divine 
name, " Jehovah, the Fulfiller," is most 
e:i:pressive.-Our next packet is a bundle 
of magazines, the first of which is the dear 
old Gospel Standai·d for May. Thii! e:<cel
lent monthly we have known and read 
from its commencement; its good old 
father, William Gadsby, we loved with 
our whole heart: his memory we sacredly 
revere: beneath his ministry we sat with 
heart-meltings and tears flowing inde
scribable. In those days there were men 
worthy the name of " Standard men." 
"But now," says Job, "they that are 
younger than I have me in derision, whose 
fathers I would have disdained to have 
set with the dogs of my flock." As Th.e 
Gospel Standard for llfay is sent to us, 
let us speak our mind freely. Some have 
said, "I took the Standa,·d while Philpot 
was its editor; since then I have flung it 
up." Now, J\fr. Philpot was a gracious, 
a learned, and a gifted man. But he was 
not everybody; and, for the class of per
sons for whom it is designed, the Standard 
is as good now as ever it was; yea, we 
think, in a general way, it is better. It is 
more consistently charitably than it was. 
When clergymen leave the Church of 
England, and come to us poor, unlettered 
Dissenters, they bring a kind of stiffness 
with them which never renders them so 
truly useful as those blessed men whom 
the Lord has taken out of the dust, and 
fitted expressly to preach the Gospel to 
the afllicted and broken-hearted. The 
,Standard is not the source from whence 
men get their material who " preach cor
ruption instead of Christ," if such minis
ters exiat. Ministers like Messrs. Taylor, 
Remington, Hazelrigg, and others, "J'eholy 
and devoted men, and useful in their 
different spheres. We are glad Mr. John 
Gadsby has seen Sig. Grassi, and that he 
will send him all the help he can gather. 
-" True and False Preaching," by the 
late D. Fenner, is a seaching testimony; 
but our proud boys won't listen to it.-Mr. 
Wm. Flack's Christian Pathway and Pas
tor's Scrap Book (published by R. Banks) 
continues to pour out some lively testi
monies of the heart. "Handfuls of purpose" 
herein many a Ruth will find. Like 
some others, William has had long, dark 
lanes to travel through, but, ""w he is 

getting into the clover fleld.-May we, in 
the midst of such select company, tako np 
the next monthly, Th.e Sword and T,·owel 
for May ? Why not ? Does the religion 
of Jesus Christ consist only and wholly in 
feeling? There must be heart-feeling, 
soul-crying, flesh-crucifying, Satan-resist
ing, conscienoe-cleansing, and heavep
revealings; but is that secret of the Lord 
which is with them that fear Him the 
whole and the only part of true religion? 
Certainly not.-If it were, we should say, 
give us Mr. Arthur Wilcockson's Zion's 
Witness (now most respectably and im
provingly printed and publishecl by R. 
Banks), the May number of which issue 
has some wholesome crumbs, and a beau
ful dish, called "Love's Appearings," by 
W. L. Rolleston, with other supplemen
tary fillings up, not the least of which are 
some genuine poems by the Editor of 
Zion's Witness; !),nd certainly he can open 
the Christian's sympathies in poetic stanzas 
very fairly. But we ask again, Is internal 
experience the whole of our Christianity 
here? Nay, nay, brethren. Some of us 
have had feelings as black as midnight 
and as base as the pit of woe can produce. 
We have had feelings as holy and as happy 
as we could hold, but we cannot lay down 
in either. Some of the real disciples of 
the Lord, like Moses, are sent into Egypt 
to fetch the Israelites out; and to lead "a 
mind multitude" -through the wilderness. 
-When we read A Glorious Sisterhood, 
and other papers, wherein we see the Lord 
lifting the beggars off the dunghill, pull
ing some poor wretches out of the fire, 
plucking many, as brands from the burning, 
we can but rejoice; many are favouring 
the righteous cause, in different ways; 
good is being done. 

The Snare of the Fowler. A tract on 
Confession, by Montague Russell Butler 
(W. Macintosh). Condensed into· about 
sixteen pages, you have here the plan, 
the process, the perils of the Confessional, 
now doing a .large business even in the 
English churches. Mr. Butler gives seve
ral cogent and conclusive reasons for ex
posing and opposing this black traffic of 
delusion and misery. 

" The Catholics at Mill Hill, near Hen
don" -their Pilgrimage, the Shrine they 
set up, and all the doings of the Roman
ists, are given fresh and full from the 
pen of that indefatigable grandson of 
Martin Luther, Robert Steele, Esq., the 
Editor of The Montltly Record of the Pro
testant Evangelical Mission, in the monthly 
issue for May. Offices, 5, Racquet Court, 
Fleet Street, London. Such another 
pennyworth of Popish explosion you will 
not find in the world. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
"ROME SHALL NEYER SLAY ANOTHER SAINT OF GOD!" 

Glorious Ntws-if it be True. 

WE hnve, in our Australian Mails, an I oppressors should ~ease then. In the year 
epitome of Mr. Daniel Allen's Lecture on I 606, Boniface III. caused the destruction of 
Father Grassi, at the Wallsend Baptist, the Roman Emperor and his whole family 
Church Anniversary. After J. Fletcher, ·and assumed temporal as well as spirituai 
Esq., had introduced the subject, Mr. Allen I jurisdiction over the whole world. Taking 
reviewed the present condition of the Romish then, each day, as commanded by th; 
Aggression, and of Father Grassi's Conver- ! prophet Ezekiel, for a year ;and adding 1260 
sion. It was a noble address. The sub-' years to 606, we have 1866, which was about 
stance was as follows :-Mr. Allen said it, the very time that the fatal blow had been 
wag true the Church of Rome said they were I struck (applause), lmd Rome would never 
the Church, and there was no other ; they again have political power to slay another 
were the only right Church. Well, if they mint of God. In October, 1873, Father 
stopped at that, we would let them alone, Grassi entered the Tribunal of the Holy 
hut they did not. They forgot that it was! Inquisition at Rome, and, pointing to the 
to Protestants that the Church of Rome I walls of the room in which he stood, said, 
owed its existence and liberty of action in, "Oh, ye .Iniquisitors, Pontiffi, Cardinals, 
England and in the colonies. While they and Prelates, God speaks to you ! To what 
allowed her to work, to preach, to ma.ss, or . have you brought the true Church? She 
do whatever she pleased in her ecclesiastical : that was so pure, so beautiful, so glorious ! 
department, they were not prepared to allow! You have betrayed, violated, despoiled, 
the Church of Rome that awful and tre- I wounded, and crucified her by your doctrines, 
mendous assumption of authority, which superstitions, and immorality, and sealed 
said there should exist no throne, nor should I her doom by your blasphemous 'Dogmas of 
there sit upon any brow a crown, nor should, Infallibility.' Hear what God says to His 
there he a sceptre swayed by any hand, but suffering children. 'The God of Peace 
what should be derived from Rome, or sub- . shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.' 
mitted to Rome, received at her hands, and ! Do you not tremble at these words? Who but 
continued at her pleasure. The whole I Satan instigated the tortures in this place? 
Romish law was to the effect-that its mem- , Oh, could these walls, within which so many 
bers resolve to tear down every throne, , have been burned, speak; could this roof but 
crown, and power which would not submit echo back the cries of agony from your 
itself to the Holiness of Rome. Every I innoceNt victims, and the vaults beneath us 
Romish priest was sworn to subvert every reveal the corpses of those who have been 
power to the Pope of Rome, and every priest buried alive, no other sentence of condem
in England, Scotland, and Ireland, was nation would be required. But the breath 
sworn to reduce those countries to subjection of God has for ever extinguished the fires ot 
to the Pope at Rome. It was with this they the Inquisition, and swept away your power; 
had to do, not a mere ecclesiastical dif- therefore, I stand before you to-day and 
ference. This being· the case, they would declare these truths, while you dare not 
see that the character of the man about touch a hair of my head. Yes, God !:tas 
whom he had to address them was some- begun the work, and soon this tribunal, 
what remarkable, as evidence of the great these walls and instruments will be bruised 
changes that were taking place. It seemed i under our feet, and scattered as ashes to the 
as if some wonderful breeze from the Eternal , four winds, proclaiming to the world that 
Throne of Heaven had blown on every mind, 1 the' Most Holy Universal Roman Inquisi
over every nation, and stirred up the feelings I tion is dead.' Dead/ because God has crushed 
of humanity, the brave spirit oi mankind to' it under the ieet o His children. Oh, ye 
say, "From this thraldom, and from this obstinate ones, hear me! Hear one of your 
tyranny we will be free.'' For the last ten own brothers, who has said mass and con
vears it had been moving and fermenting fessed and preached with you. Weep not 
among the nations, notwithstanding the dis- for me as dead. I am not dead, but among 
advantages that England laboured under as the living, and stand before you to announce 
being nationally the greatest favourer of the resurrection of that Church which you 
Rome upon eat"lh. There was a wonderful have tried to drown in blood." This was 
spirit of leaven abroad, which was nt work in 

I 
part of the address of a man who had been 

the minds of' men and which would con- fo1• thirty-six years one of the leading 
tinue to operate till there was not left one Roman Catholic priests in the Eternal City. 
vestige of political assumption in the Church I By reading and studying· the Holy Scrip
of Home; and he ruaintamed that this crisis' lures, like Martin Luther, he had become 
was· close at hand, if not already an-ived. convinced of the errors ot the Romish 
In the Book of Revelation it was stated that Church, and had sent a letter to bis former 
the Court of the Gentiles should be trodden superior, Cardinal Patrizi, vicar of the 
down forty-two months, or twelve hundred diocese and City of Ilorue. In this wonder
and sixty days, and that the power of the flt! letter, the doctrines of the pure Gospel of 
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Christ were mnintaincd. The lecturer 
quoted from this document, to prove that 
l'ather Grassi held the pure Gospel of 
Christ; and pointed out its beauty and 
~rnndcur in the most forcible manner, 
triumphantly appealing· to the convel'!lion of 
Father Grassi, w110 for thir~•-six years per
formed successively the duties of priest, con
fessor, curate, mitred abbot, lent preacher, 
and, lnstly, incumbent of the Great Basilica 
Santa Maria Magg-ione, as indicative ot the 
coming· downfall of the Church of Rome. 
The lecturer concluded his address by re
peating Milton's sublime verses on the 
Martyrs of Piedmont, and by entreating his 
hearel'!l to pray that the Saviour might be 
hailed all over the earth as the Redeemer, 
Lord of all. · 

ROYTON, LANCASHIRE.-On Good 
Friday evening a public meeting was held in 
Bethesda Chapel, Royton, in recognition of 
Mr. Thomas Butterworth, on his appoint
ment as pastor of the Church. Mr. Samuel 
Stott presided, and read a letter of apology 
from Mr. Wm. 'Whitworth, of Rochdale, 
who was absent through indisposition. In 
his letter, referring to the pastor, Mr. Whit
worth stated, "I love him as a man and as a 
Christian1 fur I believe he is an upright man. 
He is faithful in the ministry, and preaches 
the truth as it is in God,"-Mr. William 
Suttle, Manchester, read those portions of 
the deeds of the chapel bearing upon the 
doctrines of the Church, and the rights and 
prhileges of the pastor and the congregation 
as they bear upon each other.-The Chair
man stated they had no appointed pastor for 
nearly seven years, but during that period 
Mr. Butterworth had officiated in that 
capacity, and had served them well.-Mr. 
Robert Grindrod, said it was just six years 
and nine months since their late pastor was 
disabled-falling suddenly ill in the pulpit. 
Mr. Butterworth was present that Sunday 
morning, and conducted the services, and he 
.had officiated ever since. The experience 
which the conljl'egation had had of Mr. 
Butterworth du!"lilg the period named would 
indicate his future conduct. He was like 
the .Apostle Paul preaching without stipend. 
He was a working man, having to labour 
every day in the week to earn his livelihood, 
regarding his ministerial duties on the 
Sabbath as a labour of lo\'e. He deprecated 
the doctrine preached by some Baptists. 
Thev were like the W esleyans, and therefore 
he said, "Shame upon them." They said 
that Christ had died for everybody, but they 
could not find a sentence like that between 
the backs of the Bible, unless it was read 
without the context. There were ministers 
professing to be Baptists who kept back the 
truth, instead of showing a bold front; they 
preached " free grace" in the morning, and 
all kinds of stuff in the afternoon. He con
cluded by expressing · his pleasure at the 
appointment of Mr. Butterworth.-The 
Chairman next introduced Mr. Thomas 
Butterworth to the meeting, taking him by 
the hand and saying, " In the_ name of thi~ 
Church I give to you the right hand 01 

fellowship."-Mr. Butterworth nddressed the 
meeting. He snid that it was simply owing 
to his o,Yn demand, and that of two or three 
of his friends that the deeds had been rend. 
The reason why he felt particular on this 
point was his anxiety that the points which 
the deeds contained should be known to them 
all. He had laboured among them a long 
time, but he never had heard the deeds read 
before, thoug·h he knew that no man could 
act as a miuister iu that place who did not 
preach iu accordance with. the conditions 
laid down in them ; and he could venture to 
say that during the last six years his minis
trations among·st them had been in strict 
keeping with those matters which the deeds 
contained. He would challenge any man or 
woman to say that, siuce the first Sunday he 
came among-st them, he had preached any
thing but the total ruin of man, his eternal 
recovery by Christ1 and his eternal g-lorifi
cation. Some migut say the contents of the 
deeds, as regarded their Church doctrine and 
discipline, were far too stringent, but he was 
prepared to prove at any time, without. any 
previous warning, that such contents were 
based upon Scriptural truth. · He would 
maintain those truths, and he felt that in 
doing so he would not become popular. He 
had seen men run after and obtain popu
larity, which was afterwa1·ds blown a way by 
a sing·le breatl1 i but there was something 
about the trutn of God which afforded 
delight. Other adelresses followed. 

JOY .AND GLADNESS AT LOWER 
NORWOOD. 

.As we reflect upon the services connected 
with the opening of the Gipsy Hill Taberna
cle, on Wednesday, May 6, 1874, 'we behold 
a most striking and practical illustration of 
that oft-quoted text, "Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there 
is no work, nor device, nor knowledg·e, nor 
wisdom in the grave whither thou goest." 
One or two godly men some few years since 
were moved in their hearts to endeavour to 
have the Gospel preached in that extensive 
district, called Lower Norwood. Like Noah, 
being moved with fear, or "being wary" 
(careful to do right), and having· a good 
measure of faith, they thought1 they praved, 
they consul~ed with other goaly men ; they 
found a place, they invited ministers to come 
and preach ; they banded together; they 
devised means; God raised them up friends, 
friends found them ground; in a word the 
whole culminated in the erection and the 
opening of a comely, a comfortable, a com
modious Tabernacle; and before the people 
separated on the evening of the openin~ day, 
Charles Spencer, Esq., said to us, 'The 
whole of the building debt IS PAID!" 

We never saw a chapel debt melt down to 
nil so rapidly and so easily before in all the 
course of our experience. Not even the 
N cw Surrey Tabernacle debt was so ell.5ilv 
swept off as was the cost of the Gipsy Hill 
Baptist Tabernacle, on Wednesday, May 6th, 
1874. 

Gipsy Hill is anything but a "wood" now. 
It is no desert ; nothillg like a wilderness, or 
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n 11;len, ns it was some yenrs since. Within 
sight, and but a short distance off, stands the 
Crystal Palace, around which is gathering a 
host of busy and respectable folk; while in 
the immedintc neighbourhood of Lower Nor
wood, \Jeautifttl roads, populous sh·eets, and 
crowding thoroughfares arcseen; interspersed 
are villas and mansions risin~ in all directions. 
In the centre of this extensive suburb now is 
to be seen the spired, the sacred-looking, and 
the appropriate sanctuary, 

GIPSY HILL TABERNACLE, 

of which Mr. George Pung, lnte of Cotten
ham, in Camba. (ex-Secretary of the Cambs. 
Baptist Association), is the accepted, ap
proved, and successful minister. 

We attended the opening services; of the 
first sermon, preiched by William Crowther, 
Esq., of Gomersal we took copious notes. 
The speeches of T, M:. Whittaker, and Ja mes 
Mote, Esqrs., the elaborate report of the rise 
and progress of this cause by Mr. Pung; the 
addresses by the brethren Brittain, Griffith, 
George Webb, and others, we have also 
before us. Pressing engagements may pre
ventourproduction of an interesting summary 
this month. If so, let this suffice for the 
present. . 

The sermon, by Mr. Crowther, was Christ's 
Gospel-the Gospel as preached by Paul and 
the Apostles-the only true Gospel. It was 
most carefully expounded, illustrated, and 
enforced, with all that Christian decision and 
ripeness for which our noble friend is, by 
grace, by nature, and by discipline so well 
qualified to represent. The removal of the 
entire cost of the building was commenced 
b;it Thomas M. Whittaker, Esq., of Black
heath, offering to give £100, if the friends 
with whom the project commenced could 
raise £100 first. Fired with this generous 
and stimulating offer, Pastor Pung and his 
people went hard to work. One hundred 
pounds is not so easily picked up among a 
fewihard-working Christians. But-as the 
historian says of the ancient originator of the 
Baptist cause in Amsterdam - " Smyth 
was not the man to be shaken from any 
position he had deliberately taken up. No. 
By lip and by pen he persevered, until his 
enemies said, Smyth and his disciples did at 
once, as it were, swallow up all the difficulties." 
So Master Geor~e Pung-a man every inch 
of '.him-,-and his hearty co-workers, the 
brethren Stevens, Wootton, and others, went 
to work; they raised the £100; Mr. Whittaker 
gave his £100 : hence, with other gifts, the 
debt was reduced to under £200, in the early 
partoftheeveningmeeting, when, to thejoy
ful amazement of the crowded assembly, Mr. 
Whittaker again stood up and said-as he 
had made the first offer, so he would make 
the last; if they would meet the remaininir 
debt he would give another £50 toward it: 
and so clear it at once. This was a grand 
move. Such men as the Spencers, the 
Crutchers, the Crowthers, the Berrys, and 
others we must not name, were not the men 
to be beaten· the most substantial and all
sufficient pled?es were immediately advanced, 
and, ns little' Cheering· Words" says," Mr. 

Pung closed the meeting by thanking God 
and taking courage, as well he might." 

We shall (D.V.) go through our note8, 
and furnish another notice in ,July, for 

"Shall not we t:iko up tho strain, 
And send the echo back again?" 

God help us. So prays C. W. B. 

WHY ARE STRICT BAPTIST 
CHURCHES SMALL AND SUFFERING 

CHURCHES? 
This being a watering-place, we have a 

floating population. We get persons of every 
grade, shade, and cast of religious profession, 
and none of them fail to censure and condemn 
Strict Baptist principles. Say there are 100 
sects in the world, 99 of them cry this one 
little one down. I am often told the Strict 
Baptists are a narrow-minded, ignorant, 
bigoted sect, fast dying out. It has been 
Raid, " We come and hear a good Gospel ser
mon, it may be, on brotherly love, and at 
the close we are not allowed to partake with 
you at the Lord's Table. Do you suppose 
none are Christians but those who are dipped? 
Are you so uncharitable as to suppose there 
are not as many good Christians not dipped 
as there are dipped ; or that undipped believers 
are not Christians ? If you would be per
suaded to open your arms of charity, as all 
resp,;ctable and prosperous congregations have 
done, it would improve your congregations 
and revenues. As it is, public opinion is 
against you." These would-becharitableargu
ments often ring in our ears. Strict Baptists 
suffer from misrepresentation. Tbe above 
remarks were well meant; but the judgment 
of such individuals is not according to truth. 
"They see through a glas;i darkly." They 
look at human tradition for light and not at 
the infallible Word. They see men as trees 
walking, and, therefore, represent our piety, 
zeal, and firmness for truth, by the odious 
epithets of ignorant, narrow-mincied bigots. 
Is not this evil speaking and secret perse
cution? It is as much like it as the photo
gTaph is like the reality. We boldly deny 
the charge, we affirm there is no want of the 
brotherly love at the Lord's Table we preach 
in the pulpit, neitl1er do we limit the number, 
or g,iinsay the Christianity of those believers 
unbaptized. We have to do with the Word 
of God and not human tradition. "Thus 
saith the Lord," is more to us than the favour 
of popular opinion; prejudice is blind and 
deaf, \Jut it has a tongue of slander to mangle, 
disfigure, and twist pure truth and then con
demn its advocates. This was foretold by 
our despised Master (Luk@ vi. 22-26). 
Strict Baptists suffer under sentence of death. 
It hns been said, as some of her pillars have 
fallen, who is to conduct them now? We 
answer, God. Free-will, which always leaus 
from God, may strike with a vengeance at 
our root, and Antinomianism at our branches, 
but both will fail, as long as the doctrines of 
Divine Sovereignty, Eternal Election, Par
ticular Redemption, Free-Grace, J ustifi
cation by Faith, Renewing by the Holy 
Ghost, and Final Perseverance are main
tained against Free-will, and the ordinance of 
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baptism, preRcliing the Word, and the Lord's
Supper, against Antinomianism. Free-will 
denounces these doctrines dangerous, as the 
chemist does the phial containing· poison, and 
Antinomians CRSt aside the very ordinances 
instituted by our Lord Himself; but Strict 
Baptists believe the whole Word of Divine 
revelation and nothing· but the Word, and 
aet according to the Word. Many have 
sold their birthright for a mess of pottag·e, 
many are only hireling·s, and yet there are 
no signs of death, but increased life. Suffer 
we must, suffer we do, morP- or Jess, every
where, but especially in villages and water
ing--places. Here we have five places of open 
Churches, as well as an open table. We are 
tried with young converts, nevertheless the 
care taken to teach them. They mix with 
the fashionable religionists, and the many 
attractions win upon them; they, like the 
young birds, leave the nest for new attrac
tions. We suffer great decrease of popu
lation and scarcity of money in the winter. 
We suffer greatly on the Lord's-day in the 
summer by our people's engagements for 
their visitors. But we suffer more than all 
by the lack of Scripture knowledge, by luke
warmness and want of brotherly a:!fection. 
Only let Strict Baptist Churches be more 
united and we shall he stronger and more 
prosperous. Is it right to be so divided ? Is 
it love that I care only for my own place? 
Is it not said, "Thou shalt love thy neigh
Lour as thyself ? " 

Broadstairs. J. J. KIDDLE. 

A WINTER OF WEEPING AT 
READING. 

MR. EDITOR,-Will you let an old friend 
to the Providence people at Reading, say 
one word to all who love holy, four-square 
Gospel truth? We have had the first part 
of that significant Scripture, "He that goeth 
forth and weepeth:" indeed, Mr. C. W. 
Banks, you, having known us for over 
twenty-five years, can believe me when I 
sav we have had a long winter of weeping. 
But we have" gone forth;" we have always 
h:id some hard-working men. Despair has 
never locked us up in sloth and carelessness 
yet. Praying men, honest men, Gospel men; 
such bretlll'en as Sykes, Vyse, Brown, Abigail 
Martin, Gray, and others, have been bound 
together by the strong cords of life, faith, 
love, and fervent prayer; and- numbers of 
godly men have come with their seed-basket, 
and scattered the seeds of eternal truth in 
our midst; we have "gone forth bearing 
precious seed;" not cunningly-devised fables, 
of which, even in Reading, we have a lare;e 
stock. No, sir, we have been preserved in 
the faith. Think ye such seed-sowens as the 
Hetheringtons, the Stevens, the Wyards, 
and hosts ol others have all laboured in vain '/ 
We know they have not, But, as we have 
plodded along through our long, dark winter 
ol weeping, we have asked, "When will our 
Lord grant us the other partol that Scripture, 
'Shall, doui>tless, come again with rejoicing, 
brining his sheaves with him? ' " The sound 
ol the harvestman appears to be on the tops 
of the mountains. We hope, at length, the 

harvest is nigh. Young W. F. Edgerton 
( I am told yon were the menns of thrusting 
him out into the ministry ; you sent him 
to Trin~·, lrom thence he 'removed to Chat
ham) 1s shortly coming, God willing, to 
labour for the tord in Providence ChaJ.lel, 
Reading·, where many hearts are praymg 
that showers of blessiug·s may descend upon 
us throug·h his instmmentality. Ask the 
wrestling· Jnco\Js throughout the land, Mr. 
Editor, to plead for us in Providence. I have 
weig·hed Master Edgerton in the balance of 
the snuctuary ns well as I could ; and when 
our Deborah asked me the other day what 
faith I had in him, I told her he was neither 
too young· nor too old ; neither too deep nor 
too high: neither too hot nor too cold; neither 
too broad nor too narrow ; neither too soft 
nor too hard; neither too still:' nor too loose. 
In fact, we hope he is the man for Reading 
for many years to come. We have in Read
ing, sir, and its surroundings, over 50,000 
souls. We have Messrs. Anderson and 
Longhurst; two eamest Baptist ministers. 
We have a" Gospel Standaiil" Chapel, with 
a comfortable, useful cause; there is still an 
abundance of room for Mr. Edgerton, and 
if he comes here, as Abraham's servant went 
forth, with a Divine authority, with a special 
commission, with rich treasures, with per
severing prayer, with the spirit of Christ, 
with nothing Jess than 'the whole, and the 
full, and the faithful Gospel of the Son of 
God; and if life, health, strength, and an 
expanding mind be granted to him, he will 
reap a 1100d harvest. Do not put my name 
yet. I will watch and write again (D.V.). 
Meanwhile, I am 

ONE WHO KNOWS READING: 

SOUTH HACKNEY. 
TO MR. H. WISE, OF WATFORD. 

DEAR DROTHER IN THE TRUTH,-On 
my return from Southampton I found you 
had faithfully fulfilled your promise to preach 
in my absence, on the 26th of April, 1874; 
for this I thank you. In the congregation 
to whom you preached, there were seven 
true believers in Jesus who had passed before 
the Church, and were, on the next Thurs
day evening, baptized in the name of the 
Holy Trinity. Your text in the moming 
was, " Let Thine hand help me, for I have 
chosen Thy precepts." Four out of the 
sevm candidates told me separately, that your 
ministry was rendered a comforting and en
couraging blessing to their souls; you were 
indeed God's mouth unto them; burdens 
were taken off, stumbling blocks were re
moved, fears were silenced; all the people 
did praise the Lord : and for this I do desire 
to praise Him too. On Thursday evening, 
April 30, I was helped to baptise four full
grown brethren and three sisters. It was a 
holy season-a time of much trial, but of 
glorious triumph. During the fow months 
I have been settled at Speldhurst road1 
between twenty and thirty have been addea 
to the Church; and, in my soul before the 
Lord, I am led to pray that I may be His 
Nehemiah, to build up the walls of Jerusalem 
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in this place. I have seen, heard, and known 
all about Nehemiah iv. Sanballat, Tobiah, 
the Arabians, and the Ammonites, have all 
been busy but my cry has been, "Hear, 0 
our God, /or we are despi~ed." Our God has 
heard our cry; He gave the promise, " My 
presence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest." He is faithful; may we be pre
served in His sacred service till our work is 
done. The envy and wicked work of some 
will never overthrow the purpose, promise, or 
power of our Lord. So helieveth your grate
ful servant in the Gospel, 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 

SOUTHAMPTON .-Since Mr. Chappell's 
death, the Ascupart street pulpit has had 
supplies. I am deaf- not supposed to hear 
anything much; sometimes, however, I hear 
a thing or two. I heard the private opinion 
of some Christian people, touching the pulpit 
men they have had during Mr. Chappell's 
illness and since his death. "Mr. Wiltshire 
ia one of the best friends we have had all the 
time; he served us freely, fondly, and faith
fully. He never charged us anything; he 
always tells us the truth; and we know he 
is a thorough good man. Ah ! I wish Banks 
could get him a church; for, ifhe has not a 
lot of gifts, the grace of God in him shines most 
plain and powerful too." " What did you think 
of brother Lewis? " "Oh, he is a worthy and 
a blessed man; in pulpit, in school, in the 
parlour, he is the same ready and willing 
worker; he always gives us double measure 
and long metre too; his expositions and dis
courses are full of truth; he never breaks 
down, nor does he ]Qave off before it is time. 
No, no." Pure and Plenty shall be Master 
Lewis's name. " Young Beddowe will make 
a good preacher in time ; I never heard a 
man sweeter in prayer in my life." "Mr. 
Haydon would draw and keep a congrega
tion, if we could afford to draw him from 
London. He is a consistent man; the same 
out of the pulpit as he is in it; that cannot 
he said of every man." "Mr. Parnell! the 
most rapid speaker I ever heard. He thinks 
orderly, speaks boldly, sends the Word right 
into you. We had more to hear him than any 
minister we have had yet. But we are neither 
numerous nor rich. We do thank the Lord 
that our late pastor, Mr. Chappell, was not 
Jett to want anything all his long illness; 
we did onr utmost, and we are now praying 
the Lord to send us one of His own faithful, 
devoted, and useful servants to build us up. 
We have a neat little chapel; it can easily be 
enlarged ; we have a good Sunday school 
and earnest teachers. Oh ! Lord, remember 
Salem Church, Ascupart street, Southamp
ton. Amen. Mr. F. Fountain's lecture 
on the "Life and Times of Bunyan" was 
Tery nice; but we could not get the people 
to hear it. Nothing is to be compared to 
the Gospel. Southampton is a growing and 
populous place. Some of our town clergy 
are poor preachers. Here is room for n 
man who can work, who will work, and to 
whom the Lord has given the keys of 
authority, knowledge, love, with patient zeal 
and power to plead in faith nnd prayer. 

I CAMBRIDGE, EDEN CHAPEL.-Con
sidering the apparently ree,ent date at which 
this place was erected (viz., 1825), many will 
be surprised to hear that its rafters and other 
timbers were in such a state of decay and in
~ecurity that for a long time we have wor
shipped there in the most imminent danger. 
To the people themselves ignorance was bliss, 
but we cannot do other than view the very 
tender mercy of our God in the matter, that 
at this partirular time there seemed to be 
such a necessity for us to arise and build ; yea, 
though some who have contributed to the 
Building Fund seemed to stand aloof, and 
look coldly on, yet there was laid upon us 
such a necessity to build at once that we 
could not withstand it. The following-, taken 
from the local papers, will be read with interest 
and thankfulness that God has been pleased 
in His providence to avert what appeared to 
be an impending calamity.-" But for the 
ceaseless and unflagging energy of the chair
man and the indomitable perseverance of the 
committee, the rebuilding of this place would 
most certainly have been left a work for the 
future generation, or rather until some ter
rible injury to life or limb had occurred. 
There were some who had strong prejudices 
against seeing a brick of the old place re
moved; they thought the old building might 
still last for years; indeed, to the cursory 
beholder outward appearances favoured the 
idea, and it seems most providential that at 
this particular juncture it was felt to be most 
inconvenient, incommodious, and uncom
fortable, which stirred up the minds of the • 
people to build at once ; and this, to all ap
pearances, has been the means of preventing 
an awful catastrophe. Subjoined is the re
port of Mr. Thoday, the contractor, upon the 
state in which he found the old building:-
' Cambridge April 18, 1874. DEAR Srn,
Eden Chapel. The old chapel is now nearly 
down, and I am greatly surprised (seeing 
the nature of the joists, and the very bad 
state of the gallery timbers) that some acci
dent has not taken place. The roof was found 
to be very lightly constructed, and really 
could not have held together much longel'. 
One of the columns which supported the 
galleries, and which had been put in some 
time after the chapel was built, rested on one 
brick only in width. I have written this to 
you so that you may give the congregation 
some idea of the dangerous situation in which 
they were placed each time they attended 
divine worshlp in the old building. I am, 
dear sir, Your obedient servant, FRANCIS 
THODAY. To l'tir. Joseph Favell.' Since 
leaving the old chapel the congTegntion 
hnTe been worshipping in the Reform Club 
Room, Green Street, and will continue to 
do so until Wednesday, the 10th of June, 
when it is expected (D.V.) the memorial 
stone of the new chapel will be laid.'' 

"BUT I FEAR." 
DEAR MR. EDIT0R,-I trust you will 

kindly favour me with a little space in your 
next issue, nlthou~;h my s1,1bject is a visit to 
Speldhurst Road Chapel. The fact is, having 
in the most casual way heard that yoll had 
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administered baptism recently, I made upmy 
mind to bear you on the first Sunday in 
May. I am glad I went. Of course my 
mind flew back to the time when I was one 
of your choristers in the organ loft at U uicorn 
Yard Chapel. "Many days have passed 
since then." This is not quoted as informa
tion. What I want to infer is that those 
happy days, spent under your pastorate at 
Unicorn, will never be forgotten by thousands. 

Having travelled some miles I found your 
chapel. lheard~•oureadyourtext," But I fear 
lest by any means, as the serpent beg·uiled Eve 
through his subtilty so your minds should 
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in 
·Christ." As twelve persons were to be added 
to your communion bow appropriate ti.e text. 
The great conception in the mind of the 
Apostle was given to the people with power 
and pathos : and though the "But I fear" 
was spoken to with nervous words, yet as 
gentle as zephyr, as lovely as the first streaks 
of daybreak on a summer's morn, came the 
balm, if indeed it were wanted, " Not that I 
fear for you whom I receive to-night. Nay, 
you have well witnessed before us; and it is 
my earnest prayer that you may be useful to 
the Church of Christ." 

The sermon to me was very good. But 
what was most interesting was your 
twelve little sermons to the twelve new 
communicants, to each of whom you gave a 
eard on which was written a portion of Holy 
Scripture, with short expositions. 

" Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hfarts in Christian love." 

Yes ! If all the new phases of old philoso
phical unbelief are strung together there is 
not an iota of comfort in them to poor, lost, 
wrecked humanity. But this tie of the 
cross, which, to the old Greek, with bis sup
posed mental greatness, was foolishness-to 
believers is a tower of strength. At Speld
hurst road on the first Sunday in May there 
were imprints of the Divine favour. A day 
Jong to be remembered. With profound 
respect, I am, dear Mr. Editor, yours, 

ANGLO-SAXON. 

OPENING SERVICES OF COLLEGE 
PARK BAPTIST CHAPEL, LEWIS
HAM. 

THIS prettily-built place of ,vorship, situated 
about six minutes' walk from Lewisham Sta
tion, was opened on Wednesday evening, 
May 15, by a prayer meeting, presided over 
by Mr. Peploe, of Sidcup. 

The services were continued on the follow
ing Sunday and Tuesday. On Sunday, by a 
prayer meeting, and two sermons by Mr. 
P. W. Williamson, of Notting hill, when the 
chapel was filled on each occasion. On 
Tuesday (the 21st), in the afternoon at 2.30, 
a prayer meeting was held, at which Mr. 
Anderson ( of Deptford), presided, and read 
and offered a short exhortation, and the 
brethren Palmer, Whittle, and Sparks offered 
prayers. At half-past three, Mr. Thomas 
Bradbury delivered a discourse from the 
words, "Lift ye up a banner upon the high 

mountain, exalt the voice unto them, shake 
the hand, that they may go into the gates of 
the nobles." A truly eloquent and grace
discerning discourse; the hearts of those who 
were permitted to hear, by the aid of the 
Eternal Three in One, rejoiced, to know that 
the banner of Christ was then and there un
furled. 

An excellent tea was provided and par
taken of by over seventy of the friends. 

At 6.30, a public meeting was held. Jamea 
Mote, Esq., in the chair. Bretlu-en present: 
Messrs. Dearsly, Fothergill, Lawrence, 
Meeres, Sparks, Mountford, Peploe, Whittle, 
Kennard, Palmer, and others. After sing
in o-, and prayer by Mr. Whittle, 

The Treasurer (Mr. Northover) reported as 
follows ;-After worshipping for upwards of 
two years at the Lecture hall, Lee, it was 
proposed to erect a Chapel, and the one we 
now occupy was commenced in October last, 
the memorial stone was laid December 16, 
1873 by Wm. Crowther, Esq. The builcing 
was finished without any accident, and posses
sion given 25th March last; the obstaclea 
at first were considerable, especially on the 
part of the. company's architect to the estate. 
The building will hold comfortably 180 people; 
the length is 45 feet, and width 22 feet. The 
cost £1000. Total amount collected .£555 
( less £10 since returned to Mr. C. Box, late 
of Enon chapel, Woolwich, by his consent); 
amount owing to the treasurer, £455. 
Amount collected at the opening services 
£3513s. ld. 

Lewisham has over 10,000 inhabitants, and 
no Baptist cause of truth in the place. If God 
has blessed His truths to our souls, it is only 
right that we should wish to be the instru
ments in bringing the greatest of our earthly 
blessings to others,looking always to the Giver 
of all good for the means. 

The Chairman's speech was based upon the 
divine command to Moses in the erection 
of the Tabernacle and the Temple, and the 
offerings made by the people towards the 
completion. The women bringing bracelets, 
ear-rings, etc., and the men, gold. And 
wished his bearers to mark that it did not stop 
there; for the disposition to give to the Lord 
grew upon them to such an extent that Moses 
was obliged to command them to stay their 
hands, etc. Such a thing bad never occurred 
in his ( the Chairman's) 1ong experience, and 
be would not ask them to restrain their hands 
this evening, but do all they could with will
ing hearts and minds towards the service of 
God. 

Mr. Meeres spoke eloquently of the 
"greater Temple, the Lord Jesus Christ," and 
said, that turn which way we may, we find 
that anything will be received by the majority, 
but the pure unadulterated" Gospel of Salva
tion by grace," and knowing this, it was the 
urirent duty of all true followers of our blessed 
Lord and Saviour to uphold the hands of those 
who were erecting a house to His g-lory. 

Mr. Dearsley was much pleased with the 
construction of the chapel, and was glad that 
more care was taken in these days to make 
the House of God more comfortable and 
sightly, and he trusted that nothing might be 
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said or done in this chapel hut what would be / BRISTOL.-Providence Room, 76, Old 
approved by the Lord God Jehovah. Market Street. Second Anniversary of 

Mr. Fothergill remarked that certainly his Sunday School was held March 15, 1874, in 
friend and brother, the Chairman, had given Unity Street Mission Hall (kindly lent). 
the key note to nil the speakers, and he SermonswerepreachedbyourgoodbrotherG. 
(Mr. F.) trusted that this building that had Stevens, of Bradford-on-Avon, who we have 
been erected, after much faith nml prayer to known for many years, and who has cast in 
the Lord, might indeed be His Tabernacle, his Jot with us. Brother Harris addressed 
where He, the Lord, would abide, and that the children. Brother Pickford, the Super
His name might be magnified from week to intendent, distributed prizes. All the meet~ 
week nnd from year to year. He believed ings were well attended. Monday, March 
this day was one of the happiest in the life of 16, about 120 sat down to a bountiful tea. 
all who were God's people now before him, At public meeting Mr. Samuel A. Walker, 
and that they felt a great pleasure in doing M.A., Rector of Mary-le-port, presided. He 
all they could to assist in raising the building spoke of the blessed unadulterated truths 
dedicated by prayer to God. which were taught in our school, but fear-

Mr. Lawrence $'.ave a lucid and rapid de- f'!lly ign~red in th~ present day. The 
scription of the building of the Tabernacle and p1e~es r~c1ted by semor scholars !\'ave great 
the Temple, dwelling - principally upon the satisfaction. Addre~es ,yere deh!ered by 
"one bar" that ran through the structure; Messrs. Stevens, HaITIS, Pickford, FISher, ~nd 
viz., the "love of Christ;" and saying that Parker. The wonderful. success attendmg 
he would earnestly pray that that might be the jabours of teachers m our school '':'as 
-0ur one great bar, the love of Christ con- happily referred to. Brother. L. J?oel, se~or 
·straining us. He spoke of the Lord as de~~on, a?~ressed the m~etmg m a k1~d 
"Jehovah Jireh," as evident in the building spmt, not1cmg that. nothmg bad ?een said 
he was then speaking in, and fervently hoped about th~ ardent du!Je~ of the supermtendent 
that the great stones and the little stones, &c., and leadmg teachers 1~ the school; he _had 
might all be built up with the grand and the pleasure _of presentmg to brother Pick
great Corner Stone: and that as every stone for_d1 supermtend~nt, a !l'ost handsome 
was brought to build the Temple, so must ed1t10n of Gadsby s Sel.ection of Hy.m~s; 
every stone, "however insignificant," be he also presented to Miss Mann a s111:ilar 
,brought by the power of the Spirit of the Hymn Book, and a ~~ndson:ely-bound Bible, 
living God to make up His Church. as a mark of re~pec. for their labours of love 

M P I f S'd I h h II d amongst the children, under whose care they 
r. ep oe, 0 1 cup, at oug . ea e had been trained; be felt much for the dear 

u£on at ~be la~t moment, expressed. hIS great children that they should come Sabbath after 
pieas?re m bemg am?ngst a gathermg ?f the Sabbath and be taught those blessed truths 
Lords peoi:ile, and said that al!hough thIS ex- in the letter that was advanced from the 
tremely mce chapel c~nnot 1~ ~ny way be pulpit by good and gracious men of God, 
compared to the glorious 1:mddmg of the and then, all the week, go to such schools 
'!'abernacle or the Temple; still, he agreed that were Arminianism was taught; but the Lord 
1t was we\! to have a comfortable _house for was doing great things for them, in disp-Os
tbe worship of the Lord to be held _m, and h_e ing friends to give towards the new chapel; 
would say, ~ay the Lord God hft up HIS they hoped the day was not far distant when 
banner to thIS peop!e, a!1d cause the '!"ave ,of they should have a house in which to wor
the banni:r to be His dymg lo~~ to t~e1~ souls, ship God, and a nice school in part of same 
-ever lookmg to the name of Christ upon building. !\fr. Pickford thanked Mr. Doe! 
that banner. for his kin.d and elegant presents to himself 

" Grace, 'tis a charming sound" ha,ing and Miss Mann. A vote of thanks was pro
been sung, the Chairman announced the posed to Mr. S. A. Walker, who bad so ably 
amount collected. conducted the meeting, and the kindly 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman was pro- spirit shown by him towards us. Mr. 
posed by Mr. Northover, and seconded by Walker then closed the meeting with prayer; 
Mr. H. W. Hall, who said that it was need- all appeared thoroughly pleased. i\lr. Doe! 
less for him to say how gratified and thankful addressed a few words to the Church and 
he, and his brother deacon, Mr. Northover, congregation, and the children, and then 
felt at the warm sympathy expressed by so presented Mr. Parker, secretary of the school, 
large an attendance at the opening services, with a handsome edition of Gadsby's Hymns, 
.and also at the liberal collection. He gladly who thanked l\Ir. Doe! for his great kindness, 
seconded the resolution, and would include in and, with the superintendent, thanked the 
it thanks to their ministerial brethren who friends for their help and support at all the 
were present. meetings. 

Mr. Northover stated that brethren DORSET SQUARE.-It is expected by 
Alderson, Briscoe, and Anderson would have some in Mount Zion, Hill street, that the 
been present but were engaged previous to late Mr. Foreman's pulpit will be occupied 

,our invitation. by Mr. Kern for three months. Tbere has 
"All hail the power of .Jesus' name" was been a desire for l\Ir. Shepherd on the part of 

sung, and prayer offered by Mr. Mote: thus !!Orne, hut the largest number have voted for 
bringing to a close one of the best days for Mr. Kern. We heartily wish the Church 
the cause of the Lord. H. W. HALL; G. had been nil of one mind. Tlu·ee mouths' 
A. NORTHOVER, Deacons. probation may effect au equanimity so de-

sirable. 
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A NOTE FROM MR. W. SIMPSON, 
Baptist Minister, Li-n.col.n. 

[The city of Lincoln was at one time a 
large and flourishing place, it is now a 
pleasant and extensive distTict, and, recently, 
the Baptists have been rising a little. We 
hope the following· is only the commencement 
of a few chapters which we may give of the 
progress of Christ's Gospel in this very 
ecclesiastical Midland city.-En.] 

DEARSIR,-I feelofall tbemostunwortby 
sinner ever to have been cut down (Matthew 
iii. 10), then raised up, and permitted to 
address you. It is all of God; as my affiicted 
brother in an ever precious, precious Christ 
(Mr. B. Hickson) has said I should write 
you, God willing; I will, as the Lord may 
enable me. Never was I worthy to be called 
"Hephzi-bah," but Christ is worthy. O, how 
marvellous does the God of Israel move with 
His poor reeds, whom He is not ashamed in 
to hold-even in His right hand. 

In the providence of God I was alone be
twixt our towns, on a very dark night, when 
a voice seemed to speak within me, saying, 
"You'll be affiicted." I had not been to a 
church or chapel for a length of time; I dared 
not. In answer, though it was densely dark, 
dark without, and darker within, yet, a 
prayer seemed to arise from my soul, saying, 
" Permit me to be in my own town, at my 
own home." In the ordering of all things, 
God ordered that to be so. I returned home 
fourteen days after, on the 15th October, 1864. 
God cut me down in an accident. I was 
carried upon the backs of four men, on a 
litter. Ever shall I remember the cries for 
mercy put into my poor soul whilst falling 
to the earth. I was ten months in this afflic
tion, in my bed about six months, there I read 
the New Testament quite through, yet no 
light. 

Men, and one minister, came to see me. 
I got worse. It was !aid they had better not 
come. I felt I must read and attempt to 
pray. I got worse and worse; doctors and 
physicians gave me up. Grave clothes were 
ready; I was crying night and day ; 0 h?w 
Satan harassed me ; eventually my mmd 
reeled. Doctors said, "Take him to an 
asylum;" my poor wife said" No, she could 
not let me; they would kill me." How 
merciful is our God ; how mindful over His 
own foolish instruments, even to put it into 
the heart,; of others that know Him not, to 
be mindful of His children. Thanks be unto 
our God, He never breaks the bruised reed. 
I was led amongst the Independents; the 
Lord appeared for me. I was also elected as 
a deacon there, June 13, 1866. While with 
them, I diligently studied the Word of God. 
Baptism was so laid upon my heart! there 
was no peace for my conscience unti I was 
immersed at Culling ham, N otts, October 7, 
1868; truly it was "the answer of a good 
conscience;" I knew not what all this was 
intended for, nor to what it would lead. 
Speak or teach, I must. Some young men 
were sick, I visited them, they died; some of our 
members were sick, I visited them, they died; 
one deacon left the church: only I and another 

remained. The other deacon could go where 
I could not. The Church was falling off. 
Complaints were laid before me by the few 
left, concerning the minister. I stood belore 
him, like Na than before David. Ever nfter 
his countenance was unto me ns Laban's was 
to Jacob. 

I was led to earnest prayer: yea, Dauiel
like, three times a-day-morning, noon, and 
night. April 24, 1871, at early morning 
about third watch of the night/. I was, as Paul 
says, taken ont of myself betore two bright 
angels of the covenant, surrounded with 
clouds ; with pens in their hands1 about to 
sig·n something against me; I, bemg a lone 
one before them, cried in the bitterness of my 
soul, and their answer was," You should have 
done it." I awoke. 0, the feeling I never 
can forget. I painfully know that some 
ridicule these things, even those who profess 
to believe the scriptures. I point such to 
Acts ii. 17, 18; also to Joel ii. 28, 29; also 
to Job x:xiriii. 14, 15. 

Well, from April until November I scarcely 
could walk about, through the wasting of my 
bodily strength. Mourning daily, when a 
voice came over my shoulder, 0 such an 
heavenly message, saying, "In all Thy ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy 
path." Then being instructed, I sought to 
have two more deacons elected, and others 
as a committee; in all this the Lord was 
ordering His own will. Some of the mem
bers were about to leave : I called Church 
meetings ; told the minister it was him that 
cast out the true seed of Israel, but the 
people would go on with the e1Tor, and vote 
against me, upon whom they had leaned for 
support; " the fear of man bringeth a 
snare; " so these dead deacons locked me 
out; and they went on with the error. 
"Vengeance is Mine saith the Lord, I will 
repay." 

,The Lord sent me unto mine own people, 
opening a door, saying," I have set before 
thee an open door; " also, '' feed the flock of 
slaughter;" also, "build ye the walls 
of J erusaleru ; " also, " Thy goodness ex
tendeth not unto me, but unto the saints, 
and to the excellent, in whom is all my 
delight." Many other Scriptures He pom·ed 
into my soul concerning the ministry. 

My ministry is of God. He brought me 
out of the Independents, being hated of 
them, for Christ's sake, and cast out, like the 
poor blind man in the Gospel; but a divine 
me&!<age did guide me, saying," Go in peace: 
before the Lord is your way wherein ye go" 
(Judges xviii. 6.) I felt to decline, when 
the 25th v. :of the same chapter came with 
power, I was compelled to go, for who was I 
that I could resist the power of God? I did 
not know the people had being crying unto 
the Lord for Him to send one amongst them, 
but as they wanted their own will, they re
jected me; they left and obtained a small 
room; they are a mixed multitude of Bap
tists1 Huntingtonians, and others. The 
Lora made me a Baptist in a marvellous 
way, and said, by the Holy Ghost, "Levi 
bath no part nor inheritance with his 
brethren : the Lord is his inherit11nce." 
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" Secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God; but t~ings ,;evealcd belong unto ue 
and our children. 

May the Lord crown you with every 
blessing BO prays w. SIMPSON. 

8, B,;tcherv Street, Lincoln. 
[From letters received1 we believe our 

brother Mr. Simfsoa, 01 Lincoln, is a God
sent m~senger o mercy, to minister to the 
scattered sheep of Hie flock. As we expect, 
on June 24 and 25, to be in Lincoln, we 
hope to confirm and continue this narrative 
of Grace and Truth.-ED.] 

SOLEMN ASSEMBLIES IN SURREY. 
Ripley-Our annual spring meeting 

was holden May 13, 1874. Our pastor, 
C. z. Turner, on that day reached his fifty
fifth year. For many years has he cheerfu!ly 
preached the Gospel, frequently under dis
couraging circumstances; for we are com
pelled to continue in apostolic order, our 
chapel being" a large up,rer ro?m,".reached 
by a steep flight of stairs, which, m these 
dave, is not considered modern enough for 
the rising generation ; and the dear old 
friends who worshipped with us in our 
younger days, are nearly all gone home. 
Only father Green, and 9: few steadfast 
brethren and sisters remam; even Mr. 
Robert Daws-who we thought,at on_e ~me, 
intended to build us a house to worship m
has long been called away; and old Master 
Henry Allnutt, our original pastor, is be
come so infirm, we can never expect to see 
or hear him in Ripley again. Pastor C. Z. 
Turner continues freely and faithfully to 
preach unto us the Gospel of the new cove
nant· and we rejoice to learn, wherever he 
is c~lled the Lord renders his ministry 
acceptabl~ to the saints. We were grieved 
to find this year the Church cou1d not 
present Mr. Turner with a _grate~ul tes?
monial; he labours hard ; h!S family afflic
tions are severe. Our long-known brother, 
C. W. Banks, appeared this year exceedingly 
solemn and happy in preaching to us
especially in the evening-which was a 
favoured time with us in Ripley meeting. 
I have lately been looking around upon our 
little Surrey Churches. There is not~ing 
indicating much powerful workmg. 
Brockham Green Church is seventy years 
old: it writes down twenty-five members. 
Henry Allnutt has been there fifteen years, 
but the cause has not much grown. Pastor 
Woods at Claygate, works on with a mem
bership of fifteen. At Horsell, brother 
Joy's Church, which has been planted near 
~ixty years, numbers twenty members (c~n 
this be correct?) The two Churches m 
Guildford, under pastors Slim and Kern, 
number one hundred and twenty, and they 
have no General or Open Communion Baptists 
to weaken them. If our Surrey pastoi:s and 
Churches-under heaven's sa_cred bless1~g
could hold special assemblies _for umted, 
wrestling prayer and for preachmg out tl1e 
fulness and entirety of the gospel, I do 
believe the showers of refreshing· would 
descend. Let all of them meet one Sund~y 
on Ripley Common; another Sunday m 

Guildford Hall ; another Sunday in Horsell, 
and eo on, brethren. Think on this loving 
and Scriptural suggestion. An old minister 
tells me we are almost answering to the 
prophecy by Joel. God raised up this pro
phet and gave him a name, meaning-

" THE LORD IS GOD! " 
Oh for another Joel ! The Lord by him 
told them ho ;v the destructive army had 
come into the land, and commanded them 
to" call a solemn assembly; to gather the 
elders and all the inhabitants ot the land, 
into the house of the Lord their God ; and 
there and then to say, "0 Lord, to Thee 
will we cry." Then let the trumpet be 
blown in Zion · let the alarm be sounded, 
for a day of cloJds and of gloominess is come ! 
I write you in faith, and with strong desires, 
mingled with sighs. Sun·ey brethren ! 
Look at the state of your Church, and ask 
our Lord to gird you with strength. I told 
C. W.Banks we wanted to raise a little testi
monial for our loved brother, C. Z. Turner. 
He said he would receive, acknowledge, and 
hand over to father Green all sent to him. 
Let us do it. 
A FRIEND &; NEIGHBOUR TO SURREY. 

PLYMOUTH-Your meetings at Speld
hurst Road Chapel di<l not answer_ my expec
tations : perhaps no man ever did more to 
encourage and hold up the hands of young 
men than the Editor of the EARTHEN 
VESSEL; and all who are acquainted with 
your industry, fervour, and perseveran~e 
to do good, would have expected such a maru
festation of gratitude, and such a glow of 
liberality, under the presidency of the gene
rous James Mote, Esq., as there and then to 
have cleared off the debt of the beautiful 
chapel and a handsome margin been handed 
over ~ the safe-keeping of the now well
worn and venerable Strict Baptist Minister, 
C. W. Banks. The other evening there 
was a tea and public meeting in St. George's 
Hall, Stonehouse; when a good number of 
persons assembled to observe what was cal!e~ 
the first anniversary of the Corpus Christi 
minister Mr. F. Collins, who is now where 
formerly' Mr. Godding ministered; he was 
succeeded bv Mr. Isabell, who again was fol
lowed by Mr. Hemin!\"ton. On the platform 
were a number of mimsters, about equal to the 
whole number of those who in the three towns 
adhere to nnd preach the doctrine of fr~e and 
sovereign grace. It was very cheermg to 
observe the apparent unity and affection 
which prevailed among both ministers and 
people· and, as far as we could ju<lge, the 
cause a't Corpus Christi is in heal lb; harmony 
prevails in their midst. The first year of the 
Corpus Christi minister has been attenrled 
with tlie blessing of the Lord to the satis
faction of all who are interested therein: We 
want a revival of Scriptural truth in these 
towns. We pray for the wondrous harvest it 
is designed to produce. 

"Yes, here are souls who love th~ light; 
Who cleave to Jesus as their tmght: 
Although their number way be few, 
They love, they prize the heavenly dew." 

A1111cus. 
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"LEAVES OF LIFE IN 
LAN CA S H I RE.'' 

THE LATE MR. W. GADSBY'S CHAPEL. 
MR. EnITOR,-After having· been some 

few ~-enrs in Lonrlon, I am, by providential 
circumstances, compelled to return to Man
chester. " Our Gorl is in the heavens· He 
bath clone whatsoever He hath pleased.'1 On 
Lord's-day, May 3, 1874, I weut again to 
Rochdale Road Chapel, in this city. Mr. 
A. B. Taylor, our honoured and beloved 
minister, read to us all about Plplip and the 
Eunuch. He preached from Laban's words 
-will you tell us, Mr. Editor, what was 
Laban's real character ?-where, to Abra
ham's old servant., he said," Come in, thou 
blessed of the Lord, wherefore standest thou 
without? " If I understood Mr. Taylor 
correctly, be said Abraham's servant believed 
that the coming union between Isaac and 
Rebekah was predestinated, or appointed, 
"as all marriages are." Is tbi~ fact clearly 
established in God's Holy Word? Mr. Taylor 
was grave, good, and sound, in shewing the 
character as demonstrated by the words 
"blessed of the Lord." The standing without, 
waiting for a Divine manifestation, and the 
assuring pledge of Jove Divine was, with 
savour aBd power, delineated. Yes, sir, 
A. B. Taylor is, as thousands know, a truth
ful and an experimental man of God. Still, 
I was more happy in London than I am 
here. On the occasion referred to, Mr. 
Taylor baptized bis own daughter and her 
husband. Very solemn and interesting event. 
We are now renovating good old Mr. Gadsby's 
chapel, and our collection for it on May 3 
was £120, if the elders informed me correctly. 
One thing, Mr. Editor, I have choice, rich, 
experimental leaves out of William Gadsby's 
Christian and ministerial life. I am afraid 
the present and future generations will soon 
cease to bear and know anything of a living, 
a conflicting, but soul-uplifting faith. If I 
send you some " Leaves of Life in Lanca
shire," will you insert them ? 
ONE WHO LOVES TO FEEL THE GOSPEL. 
[We shaH be glad to see them first.-ED.] 

BARNSLEY, MASBOROUGH, AND 
SHEFFIELD.-One of our Eastern settlers 
has been into the North. Brethren Joseph 
Taylor and Elam are instrumentally keep
ing the Gospel moving with some success. 
We were sorry to bear the New Baptist 
Chapel at Masborougb had not received any 
help from our southern sister Churches. They 
must have the matter laid before them again. 
We are full of chapel debts this way. Every 
man has his own burden; but if a thorough 
systematic organisation could be adopted, 
they might alJ be paid off easily. 

G LEM SFO RD -Anniversary of Old 
Baptist Chapel Sunday School was held on 
Sunday and Monday, April 19 and 20. Ser
mons were preached by Mr. Bowtel, and W. 
Beach, Esq. On Monday, a tea and public 
meeting was held. Pastor Margerum in 
the chair. Encouraging speeches were de
livered by Messrs. Parry, Slater, Page, 
Lock, and .Beach. 

JIREH CHAPEL, EAST ROAD CITY 
ROAD.-Anniversary services were l1cld on 
Sunday, March 2G. Mr. S. Green preached 
in the morning, llfr. Lodg·e the afternoon, 
anrl Mr. Davies in the evening. 'l'he attend
ance was g·ood, and the Lord's presence and 
blessing experienced iu our midst. On 
Tuesday, 28th, our much-esteemed brother, 
Mr. Hazelton, delivered a discourse in the 
afternoon from Psalm lxvii. G, "And God, 
even our own God, shall bless us." Many 
can say the Lord was present to bless. Over 
100 partook of tea. Our kind friend\ Mr. 
C. Wilson, presided at the evening meeting, 
which was opened by prayer from Mr. 
Beddow. Interesting addresses were given 
by brethren Andersm;i, Hazelton, Webb, 
Griffith, Lodge, and Styles. We now take 
this opportunity of thanking these ministerial 
friends and otl1ers who so kindly helped us on 
these occasions. Lord's-day morning, May 
3rd, we had a good sermon from Mr. Lodge, 
late of Cumberland street. In the evening 
the service was most impressive. After a 
faithful discourse by brother Lodge from the 
worda, " I will see you again," our senior 
deacon stated the Lord's dealings with us. 
Mr. Lodge gave excellent advice, and then 
united the two churches (Providence and 
Jireh), by joining the hands ofbislatedeacons 
and our own. We earnestly pray the union 
may prove prosperous and happy. This day 
was one of the most comfortable ever spent 
at Jireh. W. H. 

WALT HAM STOW.-Public Hall, 
Oxford road. The first public tea meeting 
of this little cause (now three months old) was 
held on Tuesday, 7th inst. The Lord blest us 
with a fine day; we had very cheering and 
encouraging services. Mr: N. Burgess, of 
Walthamstow, preached in the afternoon, 
after which 120 sat down to tea. Mr. R. 
Bowles, ofHertford,preached in the evening. 
At the close we had a good collection, and 

felt that we could, indeed, thank God 
and take courage. E. S. 

CANTERBURY, KENT, as a cathedral 
and municipal city, is one of the neatest, most 
select, and quiet in the kingdom. The ser
vices in the cathedral are numerous, skilful, 
and attracting. The dean, canons, prebends, 
clergy, and clerks are enough in number to 
convert the whole city. How much of that 
work they do I have no statistics; but if they 
do not gather in the people more than the 
N oncons. do, the city cannot be in a very 
healthy state. Mr. Cresswell wishes to build 
a new Congregational Church. Dear man! 
I hope be will succeed; but 0, sirs, the 
Guildhall congregations are not flourishing 
now. It is thought a new cage may catch 
more birds. The Countess's new chapel bas 
no pastor : no great work is done there. St. 
George's Baptist Chapel bas a sickly pastor, 
and not a very united fraternal family. Poor 
Zoar is no larger than it was many years ago, 
and its minister cannot be considered success
ful. We are surveying Kent by degrees. 
The results of our reviews will come soon. 
Alas! things do look dark. 
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ST. IVE'S, HUNTS.-The anniversaryofi PAINFUL CALAMITY AT BURN
the Strict Baptist Church, under the pMto- : HAM, ESSEX.-We have buried the widow 
rnte of Mr. Haynes, in this town, was held on : of our late friend and minister, Wm. New
Tuesdny, May 5, when three sermons were ; man. Since her widowhood she has scarcely 
r,renched by two noble champions of truth. 1 been able to hold up her head. Through 
Those in the morning nnd afternoon by Mr. I mercy, friends have supplied her needs. 
Grey Hazelrigg, of Leicester, and that in the I Until the last she spoke with confidence of 
evening by Mr. Tryon, of Market Deeping, her safety. A very painful dispensation has 
Lincolnshire. In the morning, the preacher, attended this death. A young afflicted 
after giving a beautiful exposition of P~alm mother became a widow, havin1s five small 
xxiii., took for his text Deut. viii. 3, dwelling children. A very promising young man, 
particularly on the latter clause," Man shall aged 37, living in London, a member 
not live by bread only," &c. In the after- of Mr. Thomas Stringer's, the son of W. 
noon he took as a text, Phil. iii. 10, "That I Newman, was summoned in haste to the bed 
may know Him and the power of His resur- of his dying mother, on the eve of April 2-5 ; 
rection." Oh, the knowledge of Christ, she died on 26th. He returned to London, 
whom to know is life eternal ! and that but came down again to attend the funeral, 

"We may know Him still 'twill be, Sunday, May 3. When the corpse left the 
When lost In love's nnfathom'd sea.'' house he was found unable to proceed; and 

in two days he was silent in death. But 
Then w~il~ her~ . to feel His resurrection- we have the unspeakable mercy of a good 
power within, r~mjl' us up from the I?a'!y hope in the 1·esurrection by Jesus Christ. 
de~lhs we _feel w1~hm to newness of l_1fe_m He was buried, May 10, in the same ground 
Him._ In 1llus1:ating t~e ~eaths felt .w!th~, . with his father and mother. It haq thrown 
he pamted a lucid description of a mm1Ster s I a gloom over Burnham. J. TAYLOR. 
Sunday : he remarked, '' Some people have 
an idea that ministers of the Gospel are such 
angelic beings that they can preach, pray, 
feel Hberty, &c., whenever they like; but how 
much is it the reverse. Sunday morning, 
wake up, everything seems to have death 
upon it; read the Word, no life, no power, 
no dew ; however shall I preach ? no text ; 
whatever shall I be able to say to the people? 
So I remain till time to go to chapel ; try 
to pray, but no reply ; go into the pulpit, 
all seems death; open the Word to read, 
and a portion seems fastened upon the 
mind, and sweet freedom is experienced in 
preaching to the people; but as soon as the 
service is over, all seems death again; and so 
at every service, and when the Sabbath closes 
have to lie down with the reflection, unprofit
able servant after all. One of these deaths 
seemed to have taken hold of the preacher, 
whilst proceeding to St. Ive's, but whilst in 
the train, these words were applied with 
resurrection power, 

• Truly that poor soul Is just 
Who, by faith, In Christ can trust.' " 

Mr. Tryon's text in the evening was Psalm 
cxvi. 6, 7. Poor soul, hast thou ever proved 
what rest is? Then return unto thy rest, 
0 my soul, for the Lord bath dealt bounti
lul1[ with thee. Time at the present forbids, 
or could enlarge. DUMAH. 

Cambridge. 

NOTTING HILL GATE, SILVER 
STREET CHAPEL.-Our anniversary was a 
happy season; brother Marling spoke well on 
the Lord's-day afternoon1 so did our good 
brother Banks. The Lora was with us ; we 
were also much cheered by the delightful 
singing of the Surrey Tabernacle Temperance 
Choir, who so kindly favoured us with a visit 
on that occasion ; the Lord bless and prosper 
them. A correspondent says : " Some ex
cellent Christians are increasing this Church's 
strength in every way. Brother R. G. 
Edwards is mu~h honoured and successful 
in his ministry. 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH.-We rejoice to 
find brother John Inward is recovering from 
serious illness. He savs :-" The Lord has 
been with. me, and sanctified my affliction 
unto me. I am better now than I have been 
for a long time, thank the Lord. I preached 
three times last Sunday. When J :fir9t 
entered the furnace, like the three Hebrews 
in Daniel, I fell down, bound, in the midst of 
the fire: !Jut it was not long before One like 
unto the Son of God appeared there with 
me, broke my bonds, liberated my spirit; 
bid my fears begone, and calmed my per
turbed soul. 0, dear brother, what a relig-ion 
is the ·religion of Jesus! there is, indeed, a 
reality and vitality in it, consoling and sup
porting under every trial in this life, and pre
paring the soul for the life that is to come : 

" Bless Him, my soul, from day to da.y, 
Ble.,s Him who helps thee on thy way; 
Give Him Thy poor, weak, sinful heart, 
With Him O never, never part." 

The best of bles,ings rest upon you. So prays, 
Yours as ever, in Gospel bonds, 

F. INWARD. 

ORIGINAL HYMN. 
Rev. :n.ii. 2. 

I am, saith Christ, the Tree of Life, 
On either side the stream, 

And bearing fruit for every month, 
My leaves are ever green. 

Those stripes my precious Christ did bare, 
To set His people free : 

The Jew! the Greek, and Gentile there, 
These nealing leaves we see. 

Yes, by Thy stripes, my precious Lord, 
The nations are all healed ; 

Yes, here the stripes my Bride set free, 
Thy blood did her redeem. 

This precious fruit for every month, 
This Tree of Life doth bear; 

.Election, choice, and precious blood, 
And soul-experience there. 

April 18, 1874. T. W. 
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YICTORIOUS INTERCESSION. 
A fragment from John xvi!. 

With God, whose purity exceeds 
The utmost stretch of human thought; 

Hark ! how the dear Redeemer pleads 
For all by His own ransom bought. 

Polluted and debased they are, 
By nature sinful, vile, unclean; 

Yet )o,.'d with an affection, far 
Beyond a creature's love e'er seen. 

For them My life I freely give, 
As such, 0 Father, 'tis My will 

That they in My perfection live, 
And thus Thy high behests fulfil. 

Thy Word is truth, and therein lies 
A medium which Thou canst approve; 

Spotless in Thy all-searching eyes
Lov'd with an everlasting love. 

Their perfect sanctity I claim : 
Thy Spirit will the grace send down: 

Their union with the Great I Am 
Shall be My mediatorial crown. 

J. LINGLEY. 
17, Wood street, Lambeth, S.E. 

April 6, 1874. 

~otes of tlje ~tuntg. 

NoTE.-" A Traveller,'' on surveying the 
tabernacles erected near N ewington and 
Walworth; the "City Temple," near the 
Holborn Viaduct; Newman Hall's "Christ 
Church " in the Westminster road, and the 
new churches and chapels springing up in 
every direction, asks us, " Do not you be
believe the kingdom of Christ is growing 
richly in grace, abundantly in charity, and 
rapidly in numbers? " "Presses ! Pulpits! 
Platforms! all sounding out the Saviour's 
name. Are not the times wonderful?" [Won
derful for holding back the ancient faith; 
wonderful, too, for holding up the teaching 
ot the new school of advanced theology. We 
know the kingdom of Jesus stands for 
ever.] 

"ONE OP THE LATE MR. JAS. WELLS' 
FRIENDS" should read Jer. Ii. Ifa Babylo
nian state has fallen upon us we are not to 
sit down either in presumption or in despair. 
The Lord says, " Set up the standard upon 
the walls of Babylon; " if the Gospel of 
Christ is cast out of the generality of pulpits, 
then let us form "An Home Mission for 'l'ell
ing Men the Truth;" let tlil go into the halls, 
schoolrooms, streets, lanes, fields, villages, 
cities1 hamlets, yea, everywhere, and, "speak
ing tne truth in love," we shall prove faith
ful unto death, and shall he honoured of 
God. The contemptible, cowardly spirit of 
some of our popes, who grumble about errors 
abounding when in their pulpits, hut never 
stir a step outside to resist the enemy, is, to 
us, wicked, and proves them shallow and 
deficient of any Christian zeal. 

STAR IN THE WEST.-" A Mount 
Zionite" views the state of the Church cor
rectly. "From the time our venerable 
Foreman put off his harness we have been 
supplied with excellent Gospel ministers. 

Some thought Mr. Styles would settle with 
us; others looked at Charles Hill ; then 
came Messrs. Bax, Seers, aud Shepherd; last 
of all Mr. Kern stands before us. For one 
I would ask that special days of prayer and 
supplication be appointed, and solemnly de
voted to ask counsel of God, for 1 Sam. xvi. 
is much on the mind of · 

A MOUNT ZIONITE." 
THE CITY TE!l1PLE.-In a polite, dis

cursive, and eloquent letter, the Dean of 
Westminster was indirectly invited to open 
the temple of "the wisdom of this world," 
in the centre of which letter a stone ill 
hurled at those Cons. and N oncons. who hold 
fast the ancient and unalterable principles 
of that covenant which was and is " ordered 
in all things and sure." As we review in 
silence the use which is made of the name 
of Jesus, while insult and contempt are 
thrown upon the divine sovereignty of His 
Father's throne, 811 well as upon the revela
tions the Holy Christ of God, made of 
" the will of Him that sent Him," we 
(with feelings of fear more deep than words 
can tell) ask, " What does all this mean? " 
Is this the flowing in of the millennium? or, 
is it "the deceivableness of unrighteous
ness? " Is this that climax of evil called 
"spiritual wickedness in high places? " 
What is it? Mark you! from the most 
popular minister in this world, down to poor 
Fiddler Joss, the Arminian heresy is overnow
ing all the professing churches. Talent, 
money, education, and every power in exist
ence comes in to swell the winds and waves 
of error. Is our Lord Jesus Christ pleased 
and honoured with all this ? If so-and 
this is a dreadful conclusion ;-but if the 
Covenant Head of the Church is really 
glorified, honoured, and pleased with this, 
then, in His ministry, He surely cannot be 
"the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 
In His divine and complex Person, in His 
work, in His promises, we know He is the 
same; but when the sovereignty of the 
Father, and the sovereignty of the Spirit are 
almost ignored, we stand in awe and tremble. 

HACKNEY.-" A Pastor," finding Grove 
street pulpit vacant, wishes to know to 
" which section it belongs? " We know 
not. The pulpit is supplied, but with what 
we cannot tell. 

Brother W!lllam Phillips, for many years 
deacon at Gower street Baptist chapel. He 
was a man who delighted to meet with the 
friends when the doors of the house of God were 
open for worship. He entered Into his rest on 
the 12th Inst. He said be was on the Rook 
which was as flrm as ever. Mr. Turner, of 
Netherton, delivered the address at the grave 
to a goodly number of friends, lu the cemetery 
at W1llenhall, on Thureday, tho 16Lh !not. 

The Jong-afflicted widow, Mrs. Sarah Hunt, 
departed this life In Apr!!, 1U74. Her remains 
were removed from Dennett's road to Brockley 
Cemetery and laid In tbe famlly grave with her 
late husband, on Apr!! 23, when the Word of 
God was read, and prayer offered by C. W. 
Banks. 



THE hardest thing in the true minister's life is to keep to the work 
God has given him, which is to preach" Christ and Him crucified." 

Many times a poor minister may think in himself, " How little I really 
know of Jesus, after all! How little I study Him! Yea; consequently, 
how little do I preach Him ! Well, I will try," saith this repenting 
preacher, " and know more, study more, and preach more of the Lord 
Jesus;" but immediately some other theme, some lesser subject enters 
and captivates his mind, and the Saviour is, as it were, asleep in the 
hinder part of the vessel, while the storm threatens to drive the ship 
and all her crew down to the darkest deeps. My soul is frequently 
crying out, "Cling to the cross! Nearer to Calvary! Get THERE, keep 
_there, sit down and watch Him there!" but, almost imperceptibly, the 
mind is led off to some side-line, and the fulness of Jesus is buried in 
the confusion. 

The old Syriac rendering of Isaiah xii. 3 was very precious to me: it 
reads thus:-" Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of THE 
FOUNTAINS OF THE SAVIOUR." How many fountains did I see 
flowing out of Him! But when I came ministerially to open them, I 
was next to lost and appeared to say nothing; even so with that sen
tence which fell into my heart on the Sunday night-" THE NINTH 
HOUR!" How full of meaning; and yet to dive into it seems quite 
impossible! Henry Fowler, in the depths of his sorrows on this 
account, found a solace by faith in the fact that, 

"J esu's blood was shed for him; " 

therefore, with no little of spiritual contrition, he says, 
'' Poor, worthless worm am I, 

My heart is full of ill, 
Which makes me daily groan and sigh, 

Think or do what I will. 

But Christ, the sinner's friend, 
Looks on the sinner vile ; 

And says, 'I'll love thee to the end,'-
Then gives a blessed smile ! " 

Yes, brethren, if our hearts and souls are earnestly and lovingly set on 
Him-although we fall short of giving Him that absolute prominence 
which we desire, yet He knoweth the desire, He understands the war
fare and conflicts of our minds, He blesses the motive, and pardons the 
fe!lbleness of the manner. 

There are three grand powers which we should labour hard to 
remember, as stimulants to lead us on to our one great mission. I 
mean 

THE WrLL OF Gon ouR HEAVENLY FATHER, 
TJIE WORTHINESS OF Gon THE SoN, and 
THE WoRK OF Gon THE HoLY GHOST. 
The Father's will is that Christ shall be exalted far above all 

VoL. XXX. JuLY, 1874.J o 
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heavens; the worthiness of the Son demands our most profound devotion 
and adoration; while the promised work of the Holy Spirit is that He 
shall take of the things of Jesus and show them unto us. If these 
mighty principles habitually influenced our minds, would not the life 
of Jesus be more powerfully manifested in us than it appears to be? 
Assuredly it would I 

"THE NINTH H01m" was singularly prefigured in Exodus xii. 6: 
" The whole assembly of the congregation shall kill the lamb in the 
evening;" or, "between the two evenings;" that is what we call three 
o'clock; which, in the winter time of the Saviour's sufferings, was just 
when the afternoon was past and the dark night was approaching. Of 
our Redeemer's Incarnation-Day, it may be declared, he was up early 
in the morning: "From the womb of the morning He had the dew of 
His youth;" He was " as a Bridegroom coming out of His chamber;" 
the council chamber of the eternal covenant, and He " rejoiced as a 
strong :M:an to run His race;" by the noon-time, His righteous fulfil
ment of the law, and His ministerial introduction of the. Gospel king
dom was finished: then came "the hour," of which He spoke with so 
much emphasis, with so much conflict of soul, with so much prayer, 
with so much resignation, with so much certainty. When that hour of 
darkness had reached its climax, all was over; then He bowed His head 
and said (with more meaning than finite minds have ever yet compre
hended), 

"IT IS FINISHED." 

The second evening was the night in which He lay in the grave'-then, 
all this, being quickly succeeded by a lovely resurrection morning; 
when, " the purchase" being complete, " the price " being paid, neither 
law nor death, neither justice nor the jail of the grave could hold Him 
any longer. As faith leads the quickened soul away from the cross she 
enables that soul to sing, 

" I know this cleansing blood of Thine 
Was shed, dear Lord, for me: 

For me! for all! Oh, grace divine! 
Who look by faith on Thee!" . . 

We shall yet linger on the summit of Calvary, if our Almighty God 
will permit the least of all His servants, C. W. B. 

A SONG OF PRAISE. 

AwAKE, my soul, and sing the praise 
Of our incarnate God, 

Who left His throne, came here to dwell, 
Our flesh made His abode. 

Thou loving God, we bless Thy name, 
The gift of Thy dear Son, 

Who chose our souls in Christ our Head, 
And with Him made us one. 

O Thou holy loving Lamb, 
Thou true and very Man, 

June 8th, 1874. 

Thou Son of David, Davirl's Lord, 
The infinite I AM. 

O Holy Ghost, we bless Thy name, 
Sweet testifier of Him, 

Do draw our souls, apply His blood, 
Speak pardoning love with Him. 

Then shall our souls awake and sing, 
With heavenly love aspire, 

To Father, Son, an~ Holy Ghost, · 
Will be our heart's desire. 

T. W. 
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PRACTICAL ADVICE ON THE STUDY OF GREEK. 
No. I. 

I. T is not our intention to produce a complete treatise on the Grammar 
of the Greek Testament. Considering the limited space which the 

arrangements of our Editor permit him to allot to us this would be 
very unadvisable, especially as the zeal of our students would enable 
them to proceed much more rapidly than we could supply matter. We 
shall, therefore, confine ourselves to pointing out those things that are 
absolutely necessary in the book which we have recommended, in order 
to enable you to commence to read the Greek Testament as early as 
possible, leaving the other more critical parts until you are somewhat 
more advanced in the language, and in a position better to understand 
and appreciate them. 

We hope that you will strictly adhere to the course we have marked 
-0ut, for having gone over the ground ourselves we are sure your con
fidence will not be misplaced. . It is after mature consideration that we 
have directed you to go straight through the Grammar before attempt
ing to read Greek, this method may not be altogether so pleasant to 
you at first, but we are convinced that by carefully following it, and 
faithfully carrying out all our injunctions, you will sooner be in a 
position to read the Greek Testament than you would be by occupying 
time in translating the elementary Greek .sentences found in ordinary 
Lesson Books. . 

It will not be necessary for you to procure the Greek Delectus and 
Lexicon, mentioned in the Preface to Weale's Grammar, as they relate 
principally to classical Greek. In case any one should not have read 
our first article in the April EARTHEN VESSEL, we would mention that 
the three books there recommended are all that are needful for you at 
present. 

When we have completed · our articles on the Grammar we shall 
proceed to give full critical notes on portions of the Gospel of John, 
derived from the best theological and grammatical writers, both English 
and Foreign. We have chosen John because ·its gram1J1,atical con
struction is simpler than that of any other portion of the New Testament. 

On the first page of W eale's Grammar you will find the ALPHABET 
(the forms of the letters given here are used for writing as well as for 
printing). This must be thoroughly .mastered before proceeding 
further, and to this end we advise you to adopt the following course: 
(1) Copy out the whole page exactly as it stands, until you are tolerably 
familiar with it. (2) Write out the first two columns containing the 
Greek Letters, and having closed the Grammar, endeavour to supply 
from memory the "Names," and the English letters showing the 
" Pronunciation;" this you will continue until you can do it with ease. 
(3) Copy from the Grammar the English equivalents in the column 
headed "Pronunciation," then, closing the book as before, supply the 
Greek forms and the "Names; " continue this also until yon have 
attained some proficiency. (4) You should now, as a test of your 
progress, try to write out from memory the whole page precisely as it 
stands. The double forms of some of the small Greek Letters are 
each in use, and must, therefore, be both-committed to memory. Of 
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course, after each of these exercises you will carefully compare your 
work with the Grammar, to correct your errors. If you find the 
beginning difficult, do not be discouraged, for every succeeding exercise 
will become easier. 

The first and third paragraphs on page 2 are important, the second 
is not, and here we would add that the letter x, eh is not pronounced 
like eh in church, but as eh in character. 

The Rules upon the "VowELSANDDIPHTHONGs,"in largetype,must 
be committed to memory, but the next paragraph, in small type, need 
only be read o-ver. 

The following table will show the pronunciation of the diphthongs: 
at like eye; av like au in autumn; EL like i in kite; w and 71v like eu in 
Europe; o, like oi in toil; ov like ou in house; v, like ui in quite. 

The paragraphs upon the "CONSONANTS," commencing at the bottom 
of page 2, are Yery important; and it will be of great service hereafter 
to he thoroughly acquainted with the divisions of the letters there given. 
We may remark that "Labial" (from the Latin" labium," a lip) means a 
letter sounded by the lips; "Guttural" (from the Latin "guttur," the 
throat) signifies a letter sounded in the throat; and " Lingual" (from 
the Latin "lingua," the tongue) signifies a letter which is produced by 
the action of the tip of the tongue against the teeth. You will find 
the letters here named " linguals," sometimes called "dentals" (from 
the Latin " dens," a tooth). In reference to the last paragraph on the 
" Consonants," the reason of the letter v being added to the dative 
plural, and to the third person of verbs ending in E or , is to prevent 
the awkward sound of two vowels coming together; as in English we 
use an instead of a before a word commencing with a vowel. 

The remainder of page 3 upon the "BREATHINGS," &c., should be 
attentiYely studied. 

From your study of English Grammar you will already be acquainted 
with the meanings of the "PARTS OF SPEECH-GENDERS, NUMBERS, 
CASES," &c., but you may, if required, advantageously refer to Allen 
and Cornwell. · 

Page 4, paragraph 3, the" DUAL" number is only used in classical Greek; 
and, though common in Hebrew, is neither to be found in the Septuagint, 
the New Testament, nor modern Greek; you can, therefore, leave it out 
wherever it occurs in the Grammar. 

Paragraph 4, it is of the utmost consequence that the "CASES" 
should be thoroughly understood, as they occupy a very important part 
in Greek, much more so than in English. We generally want to speak 
of objeds in connection with other objects ; this connection may be 
expresrnd by prepositions, and is so for the most part in English; but 
in Greek the eircumstances in which an object is placed-whether 
spoken of by itself, or in connection with other objects-are further 
shown by a change in the form of its termination. When the noun 
forms the subject of a sentence, it is in the Nominative Case (from the 
Latin " nominatus," named), because it is named as the subject of our 
discourse. If the noun is spoken of as possessing something, or as 
being the generator or producer of something, the possessor or producer 
is in the Genitive Case (from the Latin "genitus," begotten). If 
a noun is suoken of as receiving something given by another, the receiver 
is in the Dative Case (from the Latin "datus," given). If a noun is 
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spoken of as affected directly by an active verb, it is in the Accusative 
(in English, Objective) Case (from the Latin "accnsatus," accuserl). The 
person or thing, called or spoken to, is put in the Vocative Case ( from 
the Latin "vocatus," called). The Genitive, Dative, and Accusative 
Cases ~ave many other shades of meaning, according to the prepositions 
used with them ; but these we must leave until our pupil is further 
advanced. 

The " RooT" is the original form of the word before any change 
has taken place in it for the purpose of declension, or conjugation. The 
'' STEM" is that part of a word which remains after the removal in the 
noun of the case-endings, and in the verb of the augment, reduplication, 
and person-endings. It might appear, at first sight, that the Root and 
the Stem were the same thing, but this is not exactly so; for thongh the 
Stem of the noun is very often the same as the Root, you will find when 
you come to the verbs, that the Root undergoes various changes, in 
order to form the Stems of the different moods and tenses, before the 
person-endings are added (p. 71). You may not now perhaps quite 
understand the bearing of these remarks upon the verb, but it will be 
well for you to refer to these observations when you reach that p'.trt of 
the Grammar, as the changes of the verb-stems are of great importance. 

The "DECLENSION OF THE ARTICLE" (page 4), the "FIRST DE
CLENSION" of nouns (p. 5), the" SECOND" (p. 8), the" THIRD" (p. 10), 
must all be completely and carefully committed to memory, in the same 
way as we have recommended in our article on English, that is, by 
writing them out. You will observe that the forms of the cases in the 
plural of the First and Second Declensions are precisely the same as 
-those of the plural of the Article. 

The "WORDS OF THE FIRST DECLENSION FOR EXERCISE'' (p. 7) 
&re to be all written out in full, and afterwards compared with the 
-examples. Thus, the words in the first paragraph, when declined 
through all their cases, should be compared with the example 1rv"ll.11, those 
in the second with np.f,, and so on. The same remarks apply to the 
Exercises on the "SECOND DECLENSION" (p. 10) and to the " THIRD" 
{p. 22 and 23). 

The table from pages 11 to 15 need not be committed to memory, it 
is for reference, and will be of great service to you in enabling you to 
trace the Genitives of the Third Declension; but it is only by long 
·practice in reading that you can become acquainted with the Genitive 
of every word. 

The remarks on the "ACCUSATIVE," '' VOCATIVE," and "DATIVE 
PLURAL," on pages 15 and 16, are important, and should not be passed 
-over. 

You can read through the "ANOMALOUS, &c., NouNs" (p. 23 to 
26), but need not commit them to memory. We shall refer to them as 
.occasion offers. J. L. & J. E. B. 

( To be continued.) 

P .S.-W e shall be happy to correct exercises, either English or Greek. To enable 
us to advise our correspondents, it is essential that they should inform us the exact 
extent of their knowledge of English Grammar. Address J. L., 3, Avenue Road, 
,Olaphnm, S.W., enclosing stamped envelope for reply. 
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TWENTY-FOUH YEARS IN T~E FURNACE. 

A LETTER FROM SAMUEL FOSTER TO C. W. BANKS. 

[The following note from the chamber of twenty-four years' afiliction came so pre-
ciously to us, we thought others would profit by it.-En.J 

l\ ,f-Y DEAR BR9THER in the Lord, companion in tribulation, and 
1.l'.L fellow-heir of the grace of light,-1 am with you in spirit, and 
from the chamber of affliction I once more greet you, and in the name of 
our dear and precious Immanuel, God with us, and Christ in us the 
hope of glory, who is God over all and blessed for evermore. It is now 
some time since I wrote to you or heard from you, but you are not for
gotten by me; I often remember you before the Lord and ask Him to 
bless you, to teach, and lead, and keep you, and be very gracious unto 
you, and make you a blessing to His poor, needy, tried, afflicted 
children. · 

The love of Christ constrains me to write to you this morning. 
When I a woke I felt very low and dark; but these words came flowing into 
my mind, and they were the very breathing of my heart to the Lord, I 
pleaded them before the Lord: " 0 Lord, be gracious unto us, we have 
waited for Thee ; be Thou our arm every morning, our salvation in 
the time of trouble." And the Lord has been to us a very present 
help in trouble. He hath delivered, He doth deliver, and in whom 
we trust He will yet deliver us from all paint trjal, _and sorrow, and 
preserve us to His everlasting kingdom. Thi,s xµwzpi:f!K I have sweetly 
realised the fulfilment of that gracious promiset '; +'P!lY !iih:~,t .wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their .strength." And I h~v~, b~§h; i.B,~ch blessed in 
waiting upon the Lord in prayer; the power-~nd ~P.i;rtt of Christ did 
sweetly rest upon me, and, like dear old Jacob, I w,restled and pleaded 
with the Lord, and would not let Him go without a blessing, and He 
blessed me there. How sweet the moments, rich in blessing, when 
thus favoured to wait upon the Lord; He pours in, and we pour 
out, and we commune with Him as friend with friend, heart with 
heart, and spirit with spirit. And after such a i,weet season I felt I 
must write to you, dear brother, and mention the lovingkindness of 
the Lord to your poor afflicted friend in the furnace. I have been 
suffering much of late, have felt wprse, and been in more pain; I am 
in much pain now. 0 how weary is this poor body I 

My dear brother, the twenty-ninth of last month was my annive~
sary; twenty-four years in the furnace, and not consumed ; _and still 
the poor bush is burning; I am a wonder unto many; a miracle of 
grace I stand, a monument of mercy, spared to tell the wonders of His 
love Lnd faithfulness. Since my Father put me in the furnace, Oh, how 
many haYe been my changes! how great my affliction! many my trials, 
dark and trying has been my path, but hitherto the I:ord has helped 
me. 0 how light are my afflictions when compared with that eternal. 
weight of glory! Only a moment, 

"When troubles like a gloomy cloud 
Have gathered thick and thundered loud, 
He near my soul has always stood, 
His lovingkindness, 0 how good!" 
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I bless the Lord for putting me in the furnace, for His own glory and 
my good, and I hope for the good of other poor souls. I often long to 
be useful and to speak a word of comfort to the tried and afflicted of 
God's people; for the Lord bath gone great things for me whereof I 
am glad. Not one thing woufd I have altered, dear brother, not 
one bitter would I have left out of the cup. 

"I know in all that bas befel 
My Jesus bath done all things well." 

I often wonder what the Lord keeps me here· for, but He per
formeth all things for me. My times are in His hand, and when I 
reflect His image He will take me home to glory, for ever to be with 
Jesus, and like Him, for there I long to be. 

The 29th and 30th of last month were solemn but sweet days to 
me. Musing on all my Father's love, how sweet it is! The following 
portions were very precious, Deut. viii. 2, 3; 1 Sam. vii. 12; also the 
107th Psalm was very sweet, 0 magnify the Lord with me, and let 
us exalt His name together; 

" Let not the wonders He bas wrought 
Be lost in silence and forgot." 

Pray for me. Please accept my warmest love, in which my dear wife 
and family unite. And may the God of love and peace be with you. 
4:men. 
· · Sturry, near Canterbury. SAMUEL FOSTER. 

May 8th, 1874. 

ANOTHER TIMOT-HY. 

MR. THOMAS OSGATHORP, of Cheshunt, Herts, a most amiable 
f Christian brother and faithful soldier of Christ, has just passed 
from the battle of life to a life of peace and bliss ineffable! 

Such a man can be ill spared by the Church at Enfield, of which 
he was for a long time a very useful member. But though he is gone 
to be with Him he loved so well, yet his memory we cherish for the 
benefit we have received in times past from his godly conversation and 
mature judgment in matters concerning Church government. His 
name undoubtedly is ranked with the Israel of God who "shall be in 
everlasting remembrance." For many years Mr. Osgathorp too~ an 
active part in carrying on the cause of God at College road, Cheshunt, 
till the doors were closed some ten years since. He was always at his 
post, when health permitted, and ever willing to render any service in 
the house of God, from the opening of pews to the preaching of ser
mons. His outer and inner life was a standing witness to the shame 
of those professed Christians who will not even extend a finger toward 
bearing the burden of the cause of Christ ; but who hear, and see, and 
grumble if everything is not just as they would have it. . 

Our dear deceased brother knew the Lord, like Timothy, from a child, as 
he told the writer, a few weeks ago, while he was fast sinking in death. 
His immortal spirit tenanted a spare and weakly frame which, for 
many years, was never long free from pain ; still, in the midst of the 
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most acute bodily affliction he was often heard to groan, but never to 
murmur. He was conscious, even to the last, of the great change which 
he was to undergo ; but the Lord Jesus prnved dear and faithful to 
him. As he closed his eyes he found the dissolution of body and soul 
to be-

. . "A death-like sleep, 
A gentle wafting to immortal life." 

His last words, which were uttered in a clear, but faint tone, were, 
"Father wants me: He says, Come, come, come!" How sweet and 
applicable are the words of the Psalmist, " For so He giveth His beloved 
sleep." This is the only solace of the friends in Christ who are left to 
mourn his departure; but they mourn not as those without hope. 

w. WINTERS. 

A WORD IN SEASON. 

BY W. F. EJ)GERTON, 

Pastol' of Provi<lence Baptist Church, Readi.ng. 

"For they have heard that,Thou, Lord, a.rt among this people."-Numbers xiv. 14. 

THE subject of the former part of this chapter is the murmurings of 
the childrnn of Israel upon the evil report of the spies, and of 

the Lord's threatening to destroy the people with the pestilence. Moses, 
by his urgent entreaties, averts the threatened punishment. From his 
earnest petition we take the telling argument used by the man of God: 
For they (i.e., the Egyptians) have heard that" Thou, Lord, art among 
this people," and consider them as a fit argument for every pastor, 
deacon, and member at the present solemn time, surrounded as we are 
by dangers, and assailed by errors of every possible form. 

First, this people. Ancient Israel was a type of the Church of God, 
save in one particular; many who left the land of Egypt never entered 
Canaan, as seen in this fourteenth chapter of Numbers; but all the elect 
of God shall be brought safe to the promised land ; for, having loved 
His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the end (John 
xiii. 1 ). Still, in their journeyings, trials, deliverances, and manifold 
weaknesses, they afford an exact picture of the vast army of spiritual 
Israelites which have passed before and now are on the march. This 
people. We take our stand denominationally ; far be it from us to deny 
that God has His own in other sections of the militant Church, but as 
a people we believe, first, that we hold the truth in its entirety ; second, 
that om· Churches are formed after the pure apostolic model; thirdly, 
that we are the most remote from the great Antichrist than any other 
sect, because we renounce human authority and priestly-invented rites; 
fourthly, that our ministers are men after the mode and manner de
scribed ( Amos vii. 14, 15 ), though doubtless many have run without 
being sent of God and have failed, but I speak of the prevailing feature; 
fifthly, we have a charge committed to us, to keep the ordinances as 
they were delivered, and we sustain a position occupied by none else. 
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Thus, then, as Israel's position was peculiarly an isolated one, and 
fraught with the greatest responsibility,-so is ours. 

But as God's ancient people were imperfect, and numerous failings 
showed their proneness to turn aside, so we have much to hnmble us; 
personally, we all are conscious of our own failings; but, as a body, we 
may not be so sensible of them as is requisite ere we can hope for amend
ment. If God were to deal with us after our sins, our divisions would 
bring down His displeasure. How sad for men of God and lovers 
of the truth to stand aloof from one another because of party dis
tinctions, kept alive by certain journalistic names; and, more than 
this, to denounce as "letter men" those whom God is manifestly bless
ing and confirming in their work! Moreover, we cannot, without 
regret, think of the supineness of many-no energy; a good creed, but 
none of the warmth which that creed produces when it is rightly under
stood and received. There are many such, and how necessary the 
rousing cry, "I would that thou wert hot or cold, so then because thou 
art lukewarm, and neither hor not cold, I will spue thee out of my mouth" 
(Rev. iii. 16 ). 

We fear that as yet we have not seen the need of true missionary ser
vice for God; we have our Strict Baptist Mission, and much larger might 
its operations be, if only a trifle was contributed annually by every Church 
of our own order in the land. Have we as a denomination sought fully 
to obey the command, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature?" Romish and Ritualistic propagandists compass 
sea and land ; we believe that Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her 
hands unto God. But have we sought to be the means to this end? 

In labours more abundant at home we might have been; we cannot 
pass down any. of our more public thoroughfares on a Sabbath-day 
without having courteously handed to us a tract,-sometimes full of 
Gospel, but too often teeming with duty-faith and free-will error; we 
are_perhaps content only to pity the person thus scattering bad seed, 
without ourselves heeding the Word, "In the morning sow thy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not thy hand" (Ecclesiastes xi. 6). 

Again, while revivalists and others gather the crowds to their 
prayer-meetings, many among us excuse themselves thus, " It is only 
a prayer-meeting," forgetting the Master's example, who withdrew to a 
mountain to pray: verily, while our Gospel is pure and our privilegu 
numerous, our faults are many. 

God threatened Israel for their inconsistency ; and what does He 
say to us? "Repent, and do the first works, or else I will come unto 
thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place." We 
had a glorious ad vent; our Gospel, by the Spirit's power, converted 
three thousand on the day o{ Pentecost ; the baptized Apostles were true 
missionaries; they went everywhere preaching the Word; the Church 
did not slight prayer, but "continued in the Apostles' doctrine, in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers." There was oneness in doctrine, zeal 
for God and truth, fervent love to souls, the Holy Ghost was in the 
Word, and Christ's kingdom grew. We must come back to this. The 
cursed Babylonish garment of carnality and worldliness must be got 
rid of, or we shall be severely chastened. O! by the wondrous love of 
our glorious Lord and Saviour, by the sacred memory of the early 
triumphs of His truth, by the struggles and sorrows of our persecuted 

p 
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forefathers-massacred in cold blood rather than give up the truth-let. 
us seek to baud together, and, like a mighty phalanx, go forth to fight 
for God, and rest assured we shall conquer I · 

We are convinced that the eyes of all are upon us. Proud Pharisees 
say we are dying out; others wish to absorb us ; the Mother of Harlots 
and her RitualiEtic children hate us more than any other section of 
Nonconformity; no epithet is too strong in certain quarters to denounce 
us. Well, let it be so. We can say, our foes have heard that the Lord 
is among us ; though they m_ay deny His power, and we can demonstrate 
the fact, we are not left without the three witnesses, " the Spirit, the 
water, and the blood ;" and there are still hundreds of faithful stewards 
determined to "know nothing among men save Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified." We are aware of our failings, but the " Lord God Omnipotent 
reigneth ; " and, weak as we are, we must prevail, for He is pn our side, 
and the battle is the Lord's. 

Brethren, is the Lord among us? Harn we the sensible enjoyment , 
of His presence ? A.re we anxious to know the blessing ours, viz., that 
of being set up for the furtherance of the Gospel ? If so, in our 
respective spheres of labour, let us '' pray without ceasing," and seek 
to abound in every good word and work. _ Let us go to the throne of 
grace with this plea, " Lord, they have known that Thou art among 
us; they have seen Thy servants raised up, Thy Churches preserved, 
Thy laws obeyed, Thy ~ruth contended for; they have seen that Thy 
presence is among us: again make bare Thy arm, and do wondrously." 

In conclusion, let us confess to all our failings, seek for grace to 
increase in faith, abounding in love; and let our argument be the same 
as David's, "Thou hast been my help, om help, the help of all Thy 
people ; leave us not, neither forsake us, 0 God of our salvation." Then, 
in answer to prayer, greater union will prevail, peac_e shall abide in our 
midst, sinners shall be converted, our foes be checked, and our Lord 
glorified. 

May the day be not far distant when converts shall fly as doves to 
their windows, and the Spirit of God rouse our denomination from its 
centre to its circumference, so that there shall be no spot unblest, no hill 
of Zion but what shall realize the promise, "There shall be showers of 
blessing" (Ezekiel xxxiv. 26). 

YOU BATH HE QUICKENED. 

"YOU hath He quickened." Well, my soul, if He has done nci 
more, He hath done a great, grand, and glorious work. If He 

hath quickened you, then He has given you life for evermore; which is 
only waiting for the dissolution of thy old A.dam nature, to bloom and 
send forth its fragrance in a nobler soil. If He hath quickened you, 
then He has given proofpositive that He intends to bring out that life 
which He has implanted into the full paradise of God. If He hath 
quickened you, then it is an evidence that He hath already seen the 
blood of the sacrifice sprinkled upon the door-posts of your heart. Oh, 
my soul, fear not because of the hardness of the way, for this is another 
proof that there is life within, or, in other words, glory in the land; 
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wait until the gloomy night of nature, and the barrier of the tomb, 
are past, then shall the splendour of the heavenly morning embrace 
that life at present hid with Christ in God, as part of the promised seed 
of the household of faith. 

'' You hath He quickened." Take courage, then, in the blessed 
assurance that the quickening process hath already taken place, hence 
the tumult and warfare betwixt thee and the old man of sin, hence the 
fear that overtakes thee, the roughness of the path on which thou art 
travelling, the clogs around thy feet, the thousand darts of the arch 
enemy of thy peace, the bitterness of the cup thou art drinking, the 
blackness of the clouds hanging o'er thee,-all which go to prove the 
quickening power of the Holy Spirit; but presently the gates of death 
will open and close, and then kingly powers will rend the vaulted skies 
with loud hosannas to the great, grand, and glorious name of Father, 
Son, and Spirit. 

Forest Gate, Essex, April, 1874. A PoOR WORM. 

•'NOW YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY OF BEING 
SAVED." 

.A NOTE TO DR. J. STOUGHTON. 
(Continued from page 133.) 

ACCORDING to my expressed desire, honourable sir, I call on yon 
. for one moment, and ago.in press the question, Did you, in your 
soul, believe that our Lord Jesus Christ was then passing by in some 
special manner? That He was indeed standing and looking each one 
in the face ; and that, whether they were saved by Him or not, entirely 
depended upon their letting Hrn lay His hand upon them ? 

In the semi-sensational religious volumes of the day, I am not sur
prised to find expressions of this kind. You have, no doubt, read a 
Jewish tale, called "The Power of Truth: " you have there seen and 
listened to Miss Helen, when in the condemned cell, leaning over and 
talking to young Forrester, the murderer; she saith to him, "Mercy 
is offered till the very moment of the soul's flight to its last tribune." 
Yea," exclaims Miss Helen to the despairing one, "He now waits over 
you with glad tidings of salvation ; . and IF YOU WILL ONLY LOOK UP 
WITH LOVE, and plead His blood, fear will flee away from before you ; 
and all you need for your soul's salvation will be given." How far you 
can justify Miss Helen in thus addressing a man under the senten~e of 
death, I know not ; but you, Dr. Stoughton, that morning, addressed 
yourself to those characters whom you term " very careless people ; " 
not only careless, but people "living in sin;" and to these careless ones 
yon venture to. say," It is for yon to come and lay hold of JEsus. He 
is most assuredly passing by, and is ready to heal yon!" Yea, so con
fidently do you express yourself that you advance still further, saying, 
"Now you have AN OPPORTUNITY of being saved. Most assuredly yon 
have : there is no doubt of that ! " 

Dr. Stoughton, was this declaration, so positively affirmed by yon, 
founded in truth ? Still you repeated it :-



204 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, 

" You have it to-day; you have it this morning: you may not have 
it next week, or to-morrow." 

Dr. John Stoughton, such unscriptural, such unauthorised, such open, 
such unqualified, such public declarations, make my very soul to tremble 
in me ; and, as I am not only called to preach "THE FAITH," but also 
to "CONTEND EARNESTLY for the faith once for all delivered unto the 
saints," I dare not sit down indifferently and carelessly. Your sermon 
is published to all the world. It is sent to me. I feel bound to appeal 
to your conscience, and publicly ask you, In the sight of a heart-search
ing God, Are such declarations true or false ? Are they not in direct 
opposition to the revealed counsel of God ? opposed to all the teachings 
of the true prophets ; to the Saviour's ministry ; to the writings of the 
Apostles, and to the testimonies bequeathed unto us by all the most 
godly Puritans of e-very succeeding ag·e? Yea, sir, one of yonr noblest 
and most gifted Scotch authors of the present day, publishes this great 
sentence : "The doctrine of universal atonement is a soul-destroying 
doctrine ;" and, further, addeth this valiant scribe, " We most heartily 
agree with l\'l.r. Spurgeon that the most ominous sign of the present age 
is, WANT OF DECISION FOR THE TRUTH ! " 

Bear with me, Dr. Stoughton. Like yourself, I have been many 
years in the ministry of the Gospel; unlike yourself, I was neither trained 
nor qualified for the ministry in any college or school in this world. 
When in the deepest sorrow; when in all but the darkest despair, this 
sentence came speaking in my soul day after day, "The Lord sent a 
word into Jacob, and it hath lighted upon Is:r.:ael :" and, from that day 
until now, in all parts of this kingdom, by my pen and with my tongue, 
with all my heart, soul, and strength, I have published THAT GOSPEL 
which I neither received of· man, neither was I taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ ; and, without doubt, I declare unto you that 
I cannot possibly persuade myself but that such assertions as you made, 
and to which I have dared to call your attention, are seriously dangerous 
to the souls of your hearers, and to all who read your published dis
courses. 

Dr. John Stoughton! for the honour and glory of our God and 
Saviour, let me ask yon before I leave you this time (and I have only 
just begun to open my commission to you), allow me, with the 
kindest of all feelings, with the purest of all motives, with the most 
intense desire for the advancement of God's holy truth, let me ask you, 
Are not the three most awful realities in this world, the mo_st abused, 
ignored, misrepresented, and actually made light off? . 

This is serious ground for me to take; but you and I are gettmg 
old men now. We shall, both of us, ere very long, hear the summons, 
" Give an account of thy stewardship, for thou mayest be no longer 
steward;" therefore, let us be honest one to another, to our consciences, 
and to that God whom we profess to serve. 

Now, sir, the three most solemn things in this world are, first, the 
Fall of the whole family of man in the first Adam ; the second is the 
salvation of the Church, the salvation of every truly regenerated and 
sincere believer in the eternal Christ of God ; and the third is, the 
heaven-ordained and Spirit-anointed ministry of the Gospel of the grace 
of God. 

When any minister can presume to tell a mixed multitude of people 
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that Jesus Christ is come down to save them-stands waiting to save 
them; that it only remains for them to" LET HIM," such minister ignores 
the sovereignty of God, the efficiency and completeness of the atonement, 
throws into the shade the holy, just, and righteous law of God; the work, 
~he absolutely essential work of the Holy Spirit, and lifts fallen man up 
mto the position of one who puts the finishing stroke to his own salva
tion. Hence, in such case, the electing love of God, the finished work 
of the Redeemer ; the grace of the eternal Comforter, or Internal Ad
vocate; all these foundation principles, all these omnipotent and al
mighty powers go for nothing, if the sinner will not let the Saviour 
heal him. · 

I perceive you are tired of me. I must leave you this morning. 
Against the time I come again, as preliminary to a righteous adjust
ment of the great question, let me beseech you to read Genesis xvi. 
7-13; Ezekiel xxviii. 1-26; for these Scriptures lead into the hidden 
mysteries of secret places: the knowledge of them would help to keep 
men from transgressing the bounds of revelation, even although they 
PREACH the Gospel of salvation by a Triune Jehovah to every creature, 
which in no one case is found to suspend any man's healing upon the 
putting forth of his own power. 

Adieu for the present. 

THE ENQUIRY. 

"Why have I found grace In thine eyes ?"-RUTH II. 10. 

0 WHY, Gracious Father, am I made a son, 
And blessed in Jesus, my Lord; 

Enroll'd in Thy covenant ere time had begun, 
And now brought to hope in Thy Word? 

0 why, Blessed Saviour, was I made to hear 
Thy voice, which speaks peace to my heart; 

And wherefore didst Thou in such mercy appear, 
Thy soul-cheering love to impart? 

·O why, Gracious Spirit, was life given to me, 
When thousands around me are dead ; 

And, wherefore, was grace so amazingly free, 
Extended through J eeus-my Head? 

No merit or righteouei;iees ere could be found 
In so vile a transgressor as I; 

And yet in rich mercy His grace did abound, 
That in sin I might not live and die. 

How careless and thoughtless the state I was in, 
When my heart by the Goepel was broke ; 

And that dear Lamb of God, who once died for my sin, 
Sweet words of forgiveness then spoke. 

His love was most sweet, and the sound of His name 
Was as ointment poured forth in my soul: 

Exceedingly precious the same doth remain, 
And 'tie He alone can make whole. 

BRAtlLllY. 



206 THb EARTHEN VESSEL, 

GO D ' S V O I C E IN MAN' S S O UL. 
BY MR. WM. CROWTHER, 

(Concluded from pa_qe 165.) 

W ELL, the result of what Jeremiah saw of God's holiness, 
. sovereignty, and system of salvation was, that he said, "I am a 

child." And when he said this he meant it, and his feeling was in accotd
ance with the words. Many think themselves wise, and good, and strong, 
and vigorous, and ready to run a race and walk a journey; who, when 
God appears, find this vigour and strength vanish away, and all they 
can say is, " I am a child." And blessed is that soul that is brought 
to say, "I am a child;" for when the Lord Jesus would teach His dis
ciples a lesson, He called a little· child and put him in the midst of 
them, and said, " Except ye be converted and become as this little 
child, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of God." Now, that was an 
illustration precisely confirmatory of the feeling and position in which 
Jeremiah found himself at this time. He was a child. He saw he 
was a child, a little child; and his humility was no mock hUIDility, 'no 
ostentatious humility, no humility proclaimed by his own mouth in the 
bearing of man! There tlre persons that are very humble according to 
their own talk, that are very proud in their hearts. There are many 
men ready to say a great many things about themselves which they 
would not like anybody to say about them. Now he that says about 
himself what he is not willing that another should say about him, is, 
to some extent, a hypocrite. He may be a Christian, but he is, as lsay, 
to some extent, a hypocrite. I have heard people often talk about them
selves, and say things of themselves which I have very much doubted 
if they would desire anybody to believe about them. But I am of 
opinion myself that it is wrong to say anything of myself, · but what I 
would be willing for another to say of me. There are many who try 
to make an impression upon others by what they say of themselves in 
this way: but if they say what they do say in true sincerity of heart, 
they would be willing to acknowledge the truth of it when said to or 
of them by another. Now Jeremiah's hUIDility was no mock humility. 
It was not to men he said, " I am a child." I am not so sure that 
Jeremiah would have been right to say to men, in the ordinary sense 
of the term, "I am a child;" because when we speak of spiritual 
things, we need to be aware to whom we speak. The world would make 
a wrong use of what we say: it would put a wrong and a false con
struction upon it. We need, therefore, to take heed to whom_we speak. 
Jeremiah's confession was to God. Amongst men he occupied such a 
position, that he stood, in the ordinary discharge of the duties of life, 
on an equality with men in general; but when he spake to God, when 
he spake to the people of God, he stood in a different position. He 
spoke of his spiritual self, and of what he had come to know spiritually 
and before God. He acknowledged and confessed himself a child; and 
he meant by that, that as a child he needed protection, he needed care, 
he needed guidance, he needed food, he needed the tender sympathy 
and watcW-ul kindness of a Father. And God's people may well 
acknowledge this before one another, and may well be content when 
others speak of it also. But when they use comparisons and expressions, 
in regard to themselves, that are intended merely for the purpose of 
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~ndirectly exalting themselves, they put themselves in a position which 
1s,. to a certain extent, as I said, false and hypocritical. It is a happ v 
thmg to be a child, and there are four things which, I take it, ,Jeremiah 
meant when he said, " I am a child." He said, " I cannot speak." 
Well, that is indeed a feeble position to be in, not to be able to speak. 
If a child cannot speak, much less can it do anything else of greater 
importance. I do not think Jeremiah meant, " I cannot go and pro
claim Thy Word, and preach Thy Word." He did not mean that. 
That was too much for him to contemplate, for he said, " I cannot 
speak;" "I am not fit to open my mouth," and, therefore, we may say 
that he meant the four .things to which I will try for a moment to refer. 

He meant first, " I do not know what I ought to do." If he could 
not speak, you know: he would not know what be had to do. You 
remember when Jesus met Saul of Tarsus on his way to Damascm, 
Saul said," Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?" Which meant, not 
that he was ready to do anything that he was told to do; but which 
meant, "I do not know anything what I ought to do, and it is Thou, 
Lord, who alone canst show me what to do, and liow to do it." And 
when Jeremiah said, "I am a child," he felt that his doings were 
nothing worth; that anything that be could accomplish was but the 
work of a mere infant of days, of a mere helpless child; and, therefore, 
he appeals to the Lord and says, " I am a child." "If I do anything 
it is Thou that must do it. If there is anything accomplished in any 
way it is Thou that must accomplish it. I am incompetent for any
thing." It is a blessed thing when you and I are made to cease from 
our own works; to know that we can do nothing; to know that we do 
not know how to do anything, and to know that whatever we do in and 
of ourselves is, in its best state, but folly and vanity mixed with sin. 

And when Jeremiah said, " I am a child," he meant he did not 
know which way to go, nor where he was to go. Were you ever lost? 
It is a most perplexing.. thing to be lost. I was once, and I think I 
never shall forget it. I was in a large field on a thick misty night. I 
tried to find my way across the field, and I went on, and thought I went 
straightforward; but the fact is I got into such a position that I did not 
know which way I was going. I could not see my way and felt perfectly 
sure there was nobody near to direct me. It is a distressing thing to feel 
lost, not to know which way to go, and not to dare to go any way for fear of 
falling into some hole or down some precipice. It is such that I know no 
other position like it; except the position of a man that feels he is a child 
in a spiritual sense. He has to stand still till God shows him the way. 
He cannot be up and doing; he does not know what to do, and if he 
did he could not do it; and, therefore, there is no zeal in him, except 
the zeal and the burning anxiety to know which way to go. It is a 
mercy to be kept in this position. God has said, " I will lead the blind 
in a way that they know not." You and I are kept right in our 
spiritual experience as \\·e are kept every day in that state that we waut 
God to lead us in the way that we do not know. We do not know whnt 
is to be to-day, or what is to be to-morrow. Some people form plans 
for a lbng time beforehand, without saying;" If the Lord will." God's 
people have to feel, "If the Lord show me the way I shall be able to 
go in it. I might devise my own way, but God only t:au direct my 
steps." When we are kept in this feeling, "l\'Iy soul, \\'ait thou only 



208 TBE E.ARTBEN VESSEL, 

upon God, for my expectation is from Him," then, though blind we 
walk aright, though feeble we stand firm, though surrounded by enemies 
we go safely, and though beset on every hand by snares and traps we 
escape them all. 

J eremiah's feeling was further, "I am a child; I cannot work; I 
cannot <lo any labour; I can only wait till I am fetched; I can only go 
.,hen I am led; I can only stand when I am held up; I can only do 
anything when it is done for me ; and I can only be in any place when 
I am guided there." This was a feeling of helplessness, but it was a 
'1afe feeling, and if you and I ever feel any other feeling it is an unsafe 
feeling. " Let him that thinketh he standeth, Lake heed lest he fall." 
And so ,T eremiah felt he was a child, and that his works must be 
w-rought for him, and wrought in him, and wrought through him, for 
there was no power in him to do anything God-ward. In this present 
time there is a great deal said about salvation, and about energy, and 
activity, of one kind and another, but he spiritually does most who 
does least; he is the most powerful who is the most' helpless. There 
are few people who have learned that paradox that the Apostle 
propounded: "When I am weak, then am I strong." Well, what 
relation to his weakness did his strength bear? Why this-the greater 
his weakness was in himself, and in his own estimation, the greater his 
strength was in Christ Jesus. For he that is weak and helpless in 
himself seeks a refuge; seeks a plaue of safety where he may be taken 
care of. And you and I are always strongest as, from a sense of weak
ness, we flee to Christ and say, "Take hold of my hand; give me Thy 
care; let me come under Thy shelter; Thou bast bled for me; let Thy 
shield defend me ; I am a child." 

Lastly, when Jeremiah said" I am a Ghild," .he meant, "I cannot 
provide for my own living, or feed myself, or do for myself that which 
shall furnish me protection and a home." Now, God's people do not 
find their own food any more than Israel did in the wilderness. 
Manna from heaven they bad to look for every morning; so have we. 
If we provide our own food I can tell you what it will be : there will 
be death in the pot as sure as can be. But if Jesus provides our food, 
then our language is, " Lord, I am a child. Feed me with food con
venient for me." Then, though we cannot take our pot and go and 
seek our own food ; though we cannot help ourselves, by means of all 
the agencies that are in the world, and feel ourselves unable to grapple 
with our needs; yet the faint shall renew his strength, the helpless shall 
prevail. Do you notice Jacob was never so strong as when he halted 
on the thigh; for then in despair and in helplessness, with the strength 
of necessity, he hung about the angel's neck, and cried out, " I will not 
let thee go, except thou bless me." There is no strength, like the 
strength of weakness towards God. And so, when Jeremiah said, 
., I am a child," he ~eant he was dependent in everything and for 
everything; and if anything was to be possessed, God must be the 
giver of it; and if anything was to be known, God must be the teacher 
of it ; and if anything was to be done, God must be the doer and the 
worker. And then what is the result? Although Jeremiah was a child, 
the result was with him as it was with Paul-" I can do ail things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me." The strength of Christ in us 
out of weakness brings forth strength! God keep you and me children, 
that our life, and victory, and power, and help, may be in Him. Amen. 
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DEATH OF MR. ZECHARIAH TURNER. 

DEAR BROTHER,-You are aware that to very many in Devon
shire the late .ivlr. Zechariah Turner was well known. When 

God revealed His Son in him, he conferred not with flesh and blood, 
but immediately preached Christ crucified; and, for many years, his 
preaching was with · power ; signs and wonders followed, and many 
sinners were brought to God. 

Now it does appear to me that the bare announcement in the Vessel 
that he is dead will not suffice, for those who loved him in the Lord 
will want to know how he died; for if the end is well, then all is well. 
If a reason is needed I think the foregoing is sufficient to warrant my 
,asking for a little space in your .July number. 

Mr. Turner's death took us all by surprise: he had been unwell for 
· some time, but not to such a degree as to cause any apprehension of a 
speedy dissolution. He returned from Weybridge, Thursday, June 4, 
whither he had been on a visit to his nephew; he complained of being 
unwell, but his indisposition did not prevent him getting up on Satur
day morning. He could not remain up, but was necessitated to return 
to bed; from which time he rapidly grew worse. He became aware that 
his end was near; for to Mrs. Turner he repeatedly and positively said, 
"l shall go home to-morrow" (Sunday). To the question whether he 
would not like to return to his ministerial work (for he was engaged 
to preach at Rehoboth, Pimlico, on the Sunday), he replied, "No, I 
-believe my work is done; I shall soon be in rest-glorious rest." To 
his son, he said, " A crown of righteousness-of righteousness;" and 
intimated that the words should be read, from 2 Timothy iv. His 
wife repeated the 19th hymn in Denham's Selection; the reading of the 
last verse produced an ecstasy:-

" Come, 0 my Spirit, higher still, 
Swell the celestial lays; 

Higher than all the heights of heaven 
Sound J esu's endless praise." 

With great composure he set his house in order, and when asked if 
·he had any request to make, he said none beyond this:-" I 
desire to be buried in Abney Park Cemetery, and if a hymn is sung 
over my grave, let the hymn be the 1023rd in Denham's Sel~ction." 

'' Anon the pearly gates unfold, 
An heir of bliss draws nigh ; 

Again they strike their harps of gold, 
And hallelujah cry." 

At six o'clock on Sunday evening, June 7, he fell asleep in Jesus; 
>bis last words were, " Higher, higher, higher." 

By request I officiated at the grave, Thursday, June 11, and on the 
following Sunday evening preached a discourse from Philip. i. 23 :
" Having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far 
better." Yours in Jesus, 

24, Trelawny Road, Hackney, E. LANGFORD. 
June 16, 1874. 



210 THE E.A.RTllEN VESSEL. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

NEW EDEN, CH.A.PEL, C.A.:!liBRIDGE. 
·· Jesus l o"cr tbe billows steer me, 

Be my pllot in ('acb storm; 
Hold me fast and keep me near Thee, 

For Thou know·st I'm but a worm: 
What concerns me. 

By Thy pow'r do.Thou per!orm." 

one of the most devoted missionary Jabourers 
: and useful ministers which we have been 
I honoured to enrol amoni:r the members of our 
'. denominalion. He has travelled and preached 
: the Gospel in nearly all partsoftbisbisnative 
land. Several times bas he crossed the dan-

THE historian tells us that in the" Troublous gerous deeps, and in Geelong, in Sydney, 
Period "-1567 to 1688-while the Baptists in the different ,colonies of Australasia he 
were fast increasing one continued scene of has been the Lord's servant in building 
disturbanre and suffering followed them, not chapels, planting churches, and publishing 
from the Papist!; merely, but from all tbtir the good old Gospel news to hundreds .of 
Protestant brethren; and from all we can thousands: how many souls God has given 
witness, bear, and read, the same determined him for his hire will never be known until ' 
prejudice aj!"llinst those "True Baptists," •1 the day shall declare it; but even now we• 
who faithfully maintain the teaching and know that everywhere believers meet him 
commands of our ever-blessed Lord and ' with the pure and grateful testimony that, 
Saviour, is still working, veiled as it often is through the Lord's blessiJ1g his testimony to 
under the soft and feigned guise of appa1·ent their souls, they bad been led to Jesus; in Him 
friendship. they obtained forp;iveness and peace. Even 

1'he settlement of Mr. John Bunyan in the university city of Cambridge, Mr . 
.McC1,1re in the fine old university town of. McCure is by all classes hig·hly esteemed, 
Cambridge, and the efforts now put forth in : although envy, jealousy, and an unholy pre
the erection of a new Sh'ict Baptist Chapel in i judice endeavour- behind the scenes- to 
that town, ha,•e gfren a new impetus to feel- , binder the great work to which the Lord has 
inge and actions Antichristian and unworthy I constrained him most undauntingly to put 
the peaceful age in which it is our favoured his hand, and which, we believe, will be 
lot to live, by those who are prejudiced cro?lned with a permanent and prosperoua 
without a cause, so far as Mr. McCure is issue before the year of' our Lord 'Seventy
conetrned. , four reaches its end, when, we trust the-

We con•idered Mr. John Bunyan McCure I Church in her new Eden will celebrate her 
would ha,•e escaped anything like hostility , "JunrLEE," 
from those who may in some u,ings differ I and commence n new era, goin~ forth in the 
from liim. Fo1· over thirty years he has been name and strength of' the Lord, lengthening 
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her cords and strengthening her stakes, wit
neMing the truth of that grand old prophecy 
"The Lord doth build up Jerusalem; H~ 
gathereth together the outcasts of Israel• Hg 
healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up 
their wound,." 

The Eden Church in Cambridge have now, 
in the person of their present pastor, a man 
of long, tried, and varied experience· and if 
all the real Baptists were to rally arou~d him, 
he would have a Church and congregation 
second to few, if any, in that part of the 
kingdom. All he will require will be the 
constant unction and power of the Holy 
Ghost, keeping- him, as Mr. Crowther ob
served, watchfully and incessantly waiting 
upon the Lord, and those who are with him, 
to strengthen his hands, and encourage 
him in his work by prayer and love. 

Wednesday, June 10, 1874, was a most 
auspicious day for the Eden Chapel friends in 
Cambridge. We reached the ground on 
which J obn Foreman's old Eden did stand 
and on which John Bunyan McCure's new 
Eden will soon be raised, about three o'clock. 
The concourse of persons assembled both in
side and outside the grounds was beyond our 
calculation. The crowds spread far and near. 
The windows of the surrounding houses were 
filled ; and many trom London and all parts 
of the country were to be seen, anxious to 
behold and to listen. 

We silently thanked God that such valuable 
men as Willia·m Crowther, Esq., the patri
archal Thomas Jones, the beloved and hon
oured Edwan Forman, and many other of 
the valiant men of Israel had come forward 
there that day to cheer the heart and 
strengthen the hands of His servant, Mr. 
McCure, and the friends in connection with 
bim in Cambridge, who are banded together 
to build up a commodious house for the wor
ship and honour of the glorious Trinity of 
Persons in the Godhead-the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

The Cambridge Express, of June 13, 
gave a fair and interesting epitome of the 
day's proceedings. It says :-

" The old chapel, known as Eden, built 
aome fifty years ago, has done its work, and 
with an increasing population, and an in
increasing congregation, there came the ne
cessity for a new structure, and with that 
ip.defatigable perseverance which marks the 
character of Mr. John Bunyan McCure, 
aided by a committee equally energetic, the 
project, so far as preliminaries are concerned, 
has been brought to a successful issue. Last 
Wednesday witnessed the laying of the me
morial stone of the new edifice, and the pro
ceedinirs wu-e of that interesting· character 
IUI to make them worthy of prominence. The 
old building had fallen into decay, it was de
ficient in accommodation and uusafe to 
assemble in, and therefore the erection of a 
new and more suitable place ~ame as a ne
cessity." 

Mr. Francis Thoday, the contractor, is a 
gentleman of high character; his abilities, 
powers, and experience ensure a first-class 
building. . 

The new Eden will be a neat brick structure, 

with stone dressings, and of a style charac
teristic of the denomination itself. The 
whole length will be about 65 feet, and the 
width nearly 42 feet, and will, when finished, 
accommodate nearly 700 per~ns. A l!Chool
room will be built underneath the chapel, 
about 38 feet by 40; as also kitchen, vestries, 
and heating chamber. On the ground floor, 
besides the chapel proper, will be a minister's 
vR.trv and public vestry. The contract is 
£1,500. 

Mr. i\IcCure gave out the first hymn, 
which having been sung, 

Mr. Thomas Jones offered prayer. Itwa11 
astonishing how explicit, clear, and earnest 
he was in bis supplication. He prayed that 
the object which bad called them together 
111ight be attended with success. That 
ground, be said, upon which they had met 
had long ago heen consecrated to the ad
vancement of God's kingdom. Upon that 
very spot God had often met His people; 
there His saints had been comforted and 
sinners converted, and many had, in that 
place, found their way to glory. He prayed 
that those who would again worship there 
might never trust in themselves, but in the 
sufficiency of Jesus Christ, and that His 
name and His cause might be exalted. He 
prayed, also, that in the new, as well as in 
the old building, the people assembling there 
might find Jesus very precious to them. He 
asked God, in conclusion, that those engaged 
in the erection of the building might be pre
served from accident, and that every l,Jessing 
might follow the work that day began. 

A well-delivered address by ]\fr. John 
Bunyan l\IcCure was then given, illastra
tive of the foundation and progress of the 
cause of the Strict Baptists in Cambridge. 
He said that on January 16, 1820, Mr. John 
Foreman, who bad been labouring in La."<
field, preached for the first time in Cam
bridge. A Church was formed in Green 
Street Chapel, and bis labours being owned 
and blessed of God, the piece of land upon 
which the old chapel stood, and the present 
one was to be erected, was purchased. The 
Church consisted of only six persons; thev 
felt called upon in the providence of God to 
extend their borders by seeking another 
place. The trustees bought the piece of 
land of Mr. Burleigh for £72, and in due 
time erected a chapel upon the present site. 
The contract for the chapel with Mr. Barber 
was signed March 24, 182.5. Mr. Foreman 
laid the first brick in the foundations of 
Eden Chapel about the 30th of March, in 
that year. On the 19th of October the 
chapei was opened, when three sermons were 
prel\ched. The cost of the chapel was £800, 
and there was collected before it was opened 
£408, so that there wns required about .;£400 
to free the place trom debt. Mr. Foreman 
continued to labour uutil 1827, having theu 
been here for the period of seveu years, hut 
he was called to a Church in London, which 
pmit he left Cambridg·e to fulfil. Mr. Fore
man was 1n~ceecled by l\Ir. Alleu, who con
tinued to discharge the duties of bi~ 
pastorate until 1832, when he resigned iu 
favour of Mr. Poock, who was in the ministry 
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for ten years. Mr. Thomas Field succeeded, 
and he, by Mr. Marks, who was pastor of 
the Church for eighteen years. After bis 
resignation and decease, a meetinginJ anuary 
1871, was held, at which it was determined td 
bnild a new chapel. A Building Committee 
was formed, and between £GO anil £70 raised 
but, owing· to a divided element, the matte; 
dropped Jor a time. Jn October, 1872, Mr. 
McCure received the call to the pastorate· he 
demurred, not liking ag·ain to be involved in 
bricks and mortar. He, however, saw the 
necessity, the absolute necessity, for the 
building of a new chapel, for which funds 
had been bee:un in 1871. In November of 
last year they fon11ed a Committee, and 
resolved upon building; they placed the 
matter not only before the Church, whose 
support they had, but also before the con
gregation, who likewise, with others, 
promised to aid the undertakino-. They 
advertised for plans, when that" of Mr. 
Herbert Thoday was deemed the most 
suitable; they also advertised for tenders, 
and that of Mr. Francis Thoday was accepted: 
he undertaking to build the chapel for 
£1,500, including the old material, and the 
glass given from Leicester, by Messrs. 
Norman and Underwood. They had set 
apart that day for laying the memorial stone, 
which was a very important and solemn 
occasion. In the name of the Committee 
he had to present Mr. Crowther with a mallet 
and silver trowel, hoping he would be pleased 
to accept the same as a memento of his 
laying the memorial stone of our new chapel 
this day. Mr. McCure then said:-

" We will not wish thee grandeur, 
We will not wish thee wealth; 

Only a contented mind, 
Peace, competence, and health. 

True friends to rally round thee, 
And honest ones to chide, 

And falt-hfnl ones to cling to thee, 
Whatever may betide! " 

The silver trowel was beautifully and 
chastely ornamented, and was supplied by 
Mr. Muncey, of Cambridge, and bore the 
following insciiption : " Presented by the 
Building Committee to William Crowther 
Esq., on the occasion of laying the memori;J 
stone ot Eden Chapel, Cambridge, June 10, 
1874." 

The whole of the company were evidently 
interested to the highest degree at the 
presentation of the splendid silver trowel and 
mallet; also at tne quiet, business-like 
manner in which Mr. Crowther proceeded to 
the adjustment of the memorial stone, on 
which the following lines appear:-

EDEN CH.A.PEL. 
THIS 8TONE WAS LAID BY 

W. CROWTHER, ESQ., 
June 10, 1874. 

JOHN BUNYAN McCDRE, MINIF.TER. 

Previous to the performance of the 
practical settlement of the stone, Mr. 
Crowther delivered an address, which was 
listened to with deserved attention. 

Mr. Crowther said they bad met together 
that day to lay what was calle<! a memorial 

stone, and perhaps he ought at the outset to 
make an apology for having to depart fi·om 
the old-fashioned plan ot lnyinll," what used 
to he known as the foundation or first stone 
of a building. Modern innovations had crc1;>t 
in ; he knew not whether they were detri
mental or otherwise; he would not sav 
whether it was right or wrong, nor would h0e 
for one moment underrate the m()\le adopted 
by the present g-enera~ion. He believed 1t to 
be a matter of conscience rather than of 
significance. He could not forg·et that he 
was in one of the seats of learning, and he 
could not help making some allusion to that 
circumstance. It was not that they pro
fessed to carry coals to Newcastle, or learning to 
Cambridge, in the enlargement and rebuild
ing of this place of worship. They were not 
disposed to undervalue learning, literature, 
or knowledge, as beneficial to mankind. 
They were valuable for the purposes of 
science, philosophy, geology, the administra
tion of law, and such other pursuits, but he 
and bis friends denied that they were 
essential to a knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Wherever they found knowledge 
existing, in however small a degree, they did 
not depreciate, but welcomed it as a useful 
handmaid to religion. They discarded, 
however, altogether the idea that for the 
preaching of the Gospel human learning was 
indispensably necessary. While they held a 
high esteem for knowledge, they believed 
that before their knowledge could be useful 
in the cause of religion, it must be brought 
into subjection and under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit. They were Dissenters; 
they dissented, first, from the Church of 
Rome, and from all her assemblies for the 
union and combination of ecclesiastical and 
secular authority. They dis.sented from the 
Church of England-from her rubric, from 
her forms, from her observances, from her 
buildings, from her habiliments, from her 
system, and from her ecclesiastical millin~ry 
that existed in her present practices.' They 
were Dissenters from a conviction thafthey 
were following the example of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; they desired to do so; they 
recog-nised no King but Him; no Head but 
Him-; no High Priest but Him; no superior 
authority but His; they recogniserl Him as 
being sufficient when upon earth for all 
matters pertaining to the sinner's salvation, 
and more tla.an sufficient now that He has 
ascended to heaven. They recognised Christ 
as the Head over all things, and held the 
right of liberty of conscience; they denied 
the right of one Church to be exclusively so, 
and said that those who belonged to her would, 
if they were not angels, hand over her emolu
ments to their own advantage and favour. 
They denied the right of any one to say that 
they, as Dissenters, ought not to he tolerated. 
They, who said so, had as much right 'to 
tolerate them as they had others. Without 
freedom of conscience they felt religion to be 
a hardship and an injustice. They were a 
denomination of Strict Baptists, believing in 
baptism by immersion. They held firmly 
the glorious dockines of the Trinity-three 
Persons in theOneEtemal undivided Godhead 
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-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and that 
salvation resulted from sovereign choice of 
the Father, the suretyship of the Son, and 
the rege.nerating grace of the Holy Ghost; 
and, ns Strict Baptists, they believed that no 
believer could co11sistently come to the Table 
of the Lord, until he or she has, on a confes
sion of faith, been haptized by immersion; 
and they fully believed that all the chosen, 
redeemed, and regenerated children of God 
were preserved in Christ unto eternal glory. 

Mr. Thoday, builder, 1 hen, with assist
ance, raised the stone, and in the cavity for 
the purpose Mr. Crowther placed a bottle 
containing documents relative to the Church 
at Eden. The mortar having been put be
tween the stone and brick-work; Mr. Crow
ther declared it duly laid. In suitable 
language he besought God's blessing upon 
the proceedings of the day, and prayed that 
the,:i;vorkmen might be protected from acci
dent'. 

Afterwards the following interesting oper
ation of bricklaying took place :-Guinea 
Mortar-£! ls., Mr. Kempton. Guinea 
Bricks-Sunday School, Mr. Rutterford, 
Master Leader, Mrs. Bray, Mr. Beall, Mr. 
B<11len, Mrs. Bessley, Mrs. Chapman, Mr. 
H. Chapman, Mrs. Dudgeon, Mrs. French, 
Mrs. McC<1re, Miss Mifler, Mrs. Pearman, 
Mrs. Sabberton, Mrs. Thoday, Mr. Thoday, 
Mr. H. Thoday Miss Thoday, Miss M. 
Thoday, Mr. Frohock, Mrs. K Wells. The 
ceremony concluded with singing and the 
benediction. 

At the tea and public meetings, the Re
form Club Rooms were literally thronged. 
The ladies (with whom we noticed Mr~. 
Ebenezer Carr, of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
some ladies from Willingham, Miss Davies 
from March, and others) li!:>erally supplied 
the trays, and served up the refreshments in 
true Cambridge style. The proceeds for the 
tea alone realised over £15; Mr. Crowther 
laid £10 on the stone for himself, and another 
£10 for a friend, S. Harris, Esq. Then Mr. 
McCure placed on the stone a number of 
cheques and P.O.O. received by him, in the 
name of those kind· friends, from London and 
different parts of the country, who were not 
able to be present. 

Mr. J. B. McCure presided over the public 
meeting, and, in a fervent appeal to the 
throne of grace, sought the blessing of 
heaven, with grateful acknowledgments for 
the abundant mercies bestowed upon them. 
After prayer, Mr. McCure said he was 
thankful to God for the favours conferred 
upon them in connection with that day. 
There were reminiscences connecterl with the 
business of that day which some of them, as 
part of a Church, remembered with mixed 
feelings of joy and sorrow. The late John 
Foreman commenced his Church with only 
six persons, but since that time the Lord had 
greatly prospered them. Divisions had oc
curred, some had gone elsewhere, but still 
there was much cause for thankfulness for 
that which was springing out of Eden. Some 
of their friends had died and been gathered 
to their fathers, and their children had taken 
their place. He was here remhided that in 

the old place there had been a great want of 
accommodation for the young, who would now 
be provided with a proper school. It wa.s a 
singular coincidence that John Foreman 
gave him his charge, since which time he 
had been twice round the world; and was it 
not II mysterious thing that he should come 
to Carn bridge to minister to the Church here? 
John Foreman laid the first brick of the old 
chapel, and he (Mr. McCure) had lair! the 
first brick in the foundation of the new chapel 
on May 14th. Their work was now before 
them. His reasons for taking up the work 
of the building of a new chapel, were, in the 
first instance, the want of accommodation 
and though he felt some diffidence about it 
and demurred at first, he proceeded, with a 
conviction that it was right for him to do so. 
When the work of pulling down the old 
chapel commenced he trembled. He had 
had something to do with buildings in hii 
life, but he never knew a place so unsafe 
as the old chapel of Eden was. He pro
duced a sample of the wood-work, which 
was so rotten that it crumbled to dust in his 
hand, besides finding that one pillar rested 
upon a single brick. It was a mercy that 
some were not killed. He had no idea of the 
unsafe condition of the old building until 
they commenced taking it down. He thanked 
God that they had escaped a fearful catas
trophe. He would nd't detain them 101,ger 
than by expressing his conviction that God 
would prosper them in their work. He called 
upon his friend and brother, Mr. Jones. 

Mr. Thomas Jones then delivered a warm 
honest, and brotherly address. He said h~ 
had known. Mr. ~cCure for many years, in 
fact from bis startmg m the ministry, and 
had always found him consistent, and not 
vacillating. He came down to the recogni
tion services of Mr. McCure, and formed then 
an opinion of him which had not been for
feited. He was glad the people at Eden were 
attached to Mr. McCure. He hoped God 
would preserve them from divisions ; and ex
pressed a hope that unity and good Christian 
teeling and fellowship would continue to 
exist between pastor and people. All human 
buildings must decay, but that which per
tained to immortality would never crumble. 
Living souls would not decay, they would 
live for ever, and the building which 
they were now engaged in was for the pur
pose of preaching salvation to mau. He 
briefly reviewed the Gospel ministry,earnestly 
desiring God's blessing might rest upon them. 

Mr. Forman, of March, in a cheerful 
speech, said be was not surprL,ed to hear that 
some people were not satisfied. That was a 
general complaint; but oppositi,,n often 
worked well. When he went to Maret, 
twenty-six years ago, there wos every kind 
ofopposition and persecution ; but after the 
tide of opposition had subsided, prosperity 
followed; the old chapel in which he preached 
had been enlarged twice, and now tl,ey had 
built a new one. He hoped his Cam bridge 
friends would take coura11:e; there might be 
divisions; some might leave and go else
where, yet he was sure, in the end, all would 
work together for good. He had known iUr. 
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McCure some time, and had found him as 
genial, open-hearted a man as ever Jived. 

C. "T· Banks said he was there to acknow
ledge he was wrong in his opposition to Mr. 
McCure leaving Pimlico. Everything he 
hnd seen and heard that day indicated the 
guidance of God in takin11; Mr. McCure to 
Cambrid!!"e. Those lines were sweetly true: 

"Each opening leaf. 
And e,ery F-troke, 

Fulfil some deep design." 
Un1il the providence of God opened the leaf, 
and made the stroke, His dei:ig-ns were un
"known to us. He was there to fulfil in some 
humble measure that deli!!"htful prophecy in 
the 102nd Psalm, " This shall be written for 
the generation to come; and the people which 
11hall be created shall praise the Lord." He 
could, through the medium of THE EARTHEN 
VESSEL, tell many thousands of friends
not in England onlv, but in all the Colonies, 
and in the United States, the good work 
now begun in Cambridge, under Mr. 
McCure's ministry. He most intensely de
sired that sinners might be savingly led to 
Jesus; and the Church, and its officers, and 
pastor long dwell together in the fuith, 
fellowship, and fruitfulness of the Gospel of 
the grace of God. 

~old, bartered, or altered; yet, while the 
truth of God could not' be bought 01• sold, 
they must remember that they were to live 
in peace one with another and with all men! 
which was but the proper spirit of norms 
Christians. He would have them seek and 
desire that state which the Apostles enjoyed. 
There were many ministers of Christ who 
were very harsh preachers ; and there were 
many disciples of Christ not to be excused for 
the inconsiderate manner in which they 
spoke towards others. There wa.s nothing in 
the Gospel that tended to lead them in that 
direction, but, on the contrary, they were to 
love one another with a pure heart, to seek 
the well-being of all men purely in accord
Rnce with all the doctrines of truth. They 
were not to love merely as "equals with 
equals," not to love for the work done, not 
to love as neighbours or as social beinirs, but 
to love each other for Christ's sake. TT pon 
that principle only could true Christian love 
exist. They were to love God's people-not be
cause of what they were socially, but because 
they were the property of Jesus Christ. He 
asked the young to overlook irregularities, 
and the congregation generally to show a 
kind feeling towards all-especially to the 
strangers worshipping with them. In con
clusion, his fervent hope was that prayer, 
peace, quietness, truth, and love might be 
the watchwords and practice of their lives. 

Mr. Holland1 of Willingham, delivered an 
experimental aadress on the different founda
tions laid by the Eternal Spirit in the souls 
of the redeemed, and expressed strong sym
pathy with the cause at Eden. 

Mr. James Clark, of Chatteris, Mr. War
ren, of Cottenham, and other ministers were 
present, but could not stay long enough 
publicly to speak to the people; but to the 
pastor and the dear Eden family they ex
pressed themselves deeply interested. 

Mr. McCure here read the financial state
ment, showing that the sum of £131 12s. 9d. 
was collected that day, making a total of 
£960 4s. 6½d. 

Mr. Deeks (a well-known and highly
esteemed minister of Christ's Gospel in all 

' the Churches around Cambridge) then, in a 
pleasing address, proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Crowther .for his able and truly Chris
tian kindness in serving and helping them 
as be had done that day; also to the ladie,;
who had so handsomely supplied the trays 
and all the bountiful refreshments with which 
the compRBy bad been indulged. Mr. 
Pearman seeonded this, and it was confirmed 
unanimously and with much zeal. 

Brother Thomas .Tones concluded in prayer 
this peaceful, pleasant, and, in every senae, 
profitable gathering together. Long may 
the new Eden, under Mr. McCure's minis
try, be as the garden of the Lord, wherein 
an increasing number of the plants ofthe 
Lord's right hand planting may·grow in 
grace, in Evangelical usefulness, and in a 
happy ripeness for glory ; so prays 

Mr. Crowther then congratulated them 
upon the pleasant position they occupied. 
The spirit that had been shown throughout 
the whole proceedings was one that everybody 
ought to be satisfied with. The progress 
made showed that they were justified in the 
steps they had taken. He hoped that tbeir 
•uccess would not make them presumptuous 
or vain, but he the means of producing 
caution, making them humble and con
sistent in all thev did. He bad a word of 
advice to their minister, and a word of counsel 
to themselves. He would have Mr. McCure 
seek to serve his Master, and not the favour 
of men or people; to seek the friendship of 
his hearers through their consciences and if 
he lost a friend he would never lose the re
spect of any man whose respect was worth 
having. As a servant of the Lord he would 
not always he able to command success, but 
he must commit his ways to Him and keep 
his eyes fixed on his Saviour. To the Church 
of Eden he desired to say something because 
of their abnormal condition; at present they 
were altogether in a transition state, but still 
there was cause for gladness. They must 
remember that the doctrines and the truth 
which they had embraced were never to be 

THE EDITOR OF THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 
P.S.-Mr. McCure is most anxious to 

open the chapel free of debt, which we are 
sure he will be able to do if those friends 
throughout the country will forward their 
subscriptions, who have not done so. 

GROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL. 
DEAR SI a,-The Church here have given 

Mr. Thomas Bradbury an unanimous invita
tion to the pastorate. The invitation has 
been accepted by Mr. Bradbury, who will 
enter upon bis stated labours the first Lord's 
dav in September. This is sufficient proof, 
I hope, that the paragraph in your April 
number wa• true in spirit, ifit was a little 
too soon to he a fact. You appeared by that 
paragraph to have only anticipated what the 
Church now ba.q unanimously confirmed. I 
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trust that this choice may prove to be one of 
the Lord's own appointing. An old member 
of the Grove in a note says: " In answer to 
the united prayers of the Church at the 
Grove, both at the prayer meetings and in 
private, that the Lord would in His own time 
send them a faithful man of God for a pastor, 
one that would go in and out before them 
and be made a blessing to them,-we believe 
that the Lord has directed our minds to Mr. 
Bradbury. This is a great encouragement 
to the many Churches who are destitute of 
pastors to continue in earnest and united in 
prayer." 

It is certainly a source of gratification 
that this Church has found a pastor, and 
will not have much longer to "live on 
supplies," as we heard it so graphically put 
from the desk at the Grove. 

I understand that the Church at the Grove, 
have fully provided for Mr. Jay, who will 
resign the pastorate on the appointment of 
his successor. 

It is to be desired that any unhappy 
divisions that may have existed, may now be 
as a thing of the past. We urge the Church 
to much prayer for unity and peace amongst 
themselves; for much po.ver, life, and 
liberty for the newly-chosen pastor-so that 
with the Lord's blessing, there may be a 
great reviving of the work in their midst. 
May the office bearers be endued with sound 
judgment, a loving spirit, a forgiving mind, 
and withal! a prayerful desire to serve the 
Lord and His cause with full purpose of 
helll't, so shall they eventually reap the fruit 
of their labours. R. 

ISLE OF ELY. 
WE understand that Mr. Joseph Wilkins, 

late of Soho, is invited by the Sutton Church. 
"He ought never to have left Ipswich," says 
a" Cambridge Student." We have not read 
"THE BOOK" of which the poet has dared 
to write in strong terms like this :-

" Chained to His throne a volume lies, 
With all the fates of men; 

With every angel's form and size, 
Drawn by th' eternal pen." 

Not having read this ponderous volume of a 
Divine and Universal Predestination, we 
must neither consent to, nor contradict, 
the Cambridge Student's assertion, that 
"Joseph Wilkins oufiht never to have 
left Ipswich," that 'Wyard ought not 
to have left Soho," that "Anderson should 
not have gone to Bradford," that "James 
Wells did wrong in building the new Surrey 
Tabernacle;" and "you know, C. W. B.," 
says our wonderful wise-acre from Carobs, 
"you know, and everybody is quite sure 
that you did wrong in leaving that blessed 
place where heaven's smile was realised, 
called 'Crosby Row."' We bow in silence; 
and on returning to the heap of 1·eceived 
notes find one from our ancient correspon
dent,'" The Silent Voice of n Visitor." We 
select II few lines on 
PROVIDENCE CHAPEL ANNIVERSARY 

AT MARCH, IN ELY. 
"Silent Voice" wishes us to speak com-

fortably unt.o Jerusalem, seeing that our 
Churches are not all lost, our ministers are 
not all dead, our people are not all asleep. 

Enw AN FORMAN 
has been more than twenty-five years preach
ing the Gospel in March, Cambs. From the 
first day he began in that little town till 
now his work bas prospered ; three times he 
enlafged his chapel ; last year he pulled it 
down and built a new one; it is one of the 
most healthy, commodious, and pleasant 
chapels belonging to the Strict Baptists in 
this part of the country; and a friend said, 
" We are as a Church dwelling in peace; we 
know and love our pastor; he is a godly min
ister; a springin_g w~ll is in his soul; we 
never tire of hearmg htm ; we know he 1s not 
a college-trained man; he is an original, an 
eloquent and powerful expounder of the 
Word of'God. Not only by bis own Church 
and townsmen is he respected and belove'!1 
but by our Churches in London, and in au 
the adjoining counties he is gladly welcomed." 

"Silent Voice" savs :-
" I stepped into Providence Chapel, March, 

on the morning of June 9, 1874; all was 
clean, new, airy, commodious and pleasing. 
My soul said to herself, as we nestled in a 
corner,-

" How heavenly is the place, 
Where my Redeemer God 

Unveils the beauties of His face, 
And sheds His grace abroad." 

James Clark, of Cbatteris, broke the silence 
by reading a very precious hymn ; :, door 
opened and out came William Crowther, 
Esq ., of Gomersal, who gave us a discourse both 
editying and wise in counsel. A very ex
cellent and attentive company received it 
gratefully, 

Mr. Cattell, of Ramsey, presided over the 
afternoon meeting. 

James Clark led us to the throne. 
C. W. Banks spoke on "Sin." 
Mr. Crowther dilated on" Righteousness." 
Mr. Shaw spoke on" Judgment." 
Whether the people were satisfied with 

the three sermons in the afternoon, cannot 
say. 

A noble army took tea. 
Some one said near 600 people listened to 

C. W. Banks in the evenmg, when he spoke 
for one hour from the prophet Hosea. It 
was stated by a friend that this June 9 was 
one of the best anniversaries they bad ever 
known. 

"Silent Voice" .!!lays:-
" March must be populated with a very 

religious and loyal people. They have In
dependent, Methodist, General and Particular 
Baptist Chapels, the Church, a new School 
Board establishment, which has cost them 
£8,000; and they all appear happy." 

DRY DRAYTON-Wednesday, May 13, 
was the anniversary of our Strict Baptist 
Church. Mr. Forman and Mr. J. B. 
Mc Cure were to preach ; in consequence of 
the illness of his wife, Mr. Forman was pre
vented from fulfilling bis engagement, and 
Mr. McCure preached both times; the Lord 
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gave him great liberty i he preached two most 
blessed sermons 'whicn were blest to the 
souls of ma'ny. Mr. McCnre is a faithful 
preacher of the Gospel; he honours his 
Master and the Master honours him. A 
number of friends from Cambridge and 
other places spent a happy day at Dry 
Drayton. ONE WHO w AS THERE. 

well understand his text, " the rain is over 
and g-one," r.nd other statements, which were 
somewhat out of the common run of obser
vations, and made use of to illustrate• his 
subject. If you could persunde Mr. Griffiths 
to g·ive you some sketches of his trnvels in 
the wilderness for the pag·es of the VESSEL, 
I am sure it would be both interesting, in-

, structive, and illustrative of many Scriptul'lll 
SURREY TABERNACLE. 'texts. He is a bold man of truth an intelli-

The first Wednesday evening in the I gent speaker, and a man well vers~d in Scrip
month, the ordinance of believers' baptism I ture. 
was administered by Mr. Hetherington. After the sermons on the 14th, collections 
Seven candidates attended the same, among ! were made on behalf of the Hospital Sunday 
them being some young believers, children Fund. Yonr readers will be please,( to hear 
of members of the Church, who had wit- that the deacons thought this a desirable 
nessed a good confession of repentance and object to support, and I trust their example 
faith. will be followed by every Church of our 

The first Sunday in June, John Huntley, section. Recently "there bas been collections 
of Bath, occupied the pulpit. He had been for the Aged Pilg-rims; in May there was a 
in that pulpit one Sabbath before-that was collection for the Protestant Blind Society of 
the day on which Mr. Wells died ; on that £45; and dou ~tless the one for the Hospitals 
Lord's-day evening, Mr. Butt simply told was very good. 
Mr. Huntley not to mention "the afflicted We have Mr. Bradbury coming for the 
pastor in prayer." But the preacher could I last Sunday in June. You are aware be has 
discern, by the agitation amongst the people, accepted the invitation of the Church at the 
that some matter of importance was upper- Grove; so that, if we ( as a Church) have 
most in their minds_: and, after the sermon, been unable to find a pastor for ourselves, we 
the people were informed of Mr. Wells' have been the means of finding one for the 
death, which had then just taken place. Church at the Grove; we hope they will 
What preacher could be expected to be not want us to find them a congregation as 
"heard well" under such circumstances? well. 
There was, I think, an impression that Mr. Death ha.• been busy in our midst: on the 
Huntley was not a firm man of truth. If 15th, Mrs. Edwards, the relict of the late 
it was so, this ,visit must surely have removed deacon, Evan Edwards, was taken home: her 
such eIToneous notion ; we had a full Gospel hope was firm and unshaken ; her confidence 
delivered with a loving spirit; and many ap- calm; her desire to depart most decided: the 
peared very much to have enjoyed the Word, day previous to her release, t9 a friend who 
as delivered by the Bath pastor. Heisa very visited her, and who observed the full assur
earnest and devoted servant of the Lord. It ance she appeared to have of a happy en
was somewhat singular: the same day Mr. tran~e into her Saviour's presence, the dying 
Huntley was at the Surrey Tabernacle, Mr. saint observed: "The trnths I have for so 
Baxter was preaching at the Grove. In the many years professed are my comfort and 
mornin!'; sermon at the Tabernr.cle, Mr. confidence in a dying hour." At her own 
Huntlev was speaking of some of the days request, Mr. Mead spoke over her remains, 
of rejoicing of the Christian, amongst them which were placed in Brompton Cemetery, 
he mentioned the day of baptism as one often beside her late beloved partner. R. 
to be remembered by, and looked back upon, 
with feelings of holy pleasure and gratitude 
by many believers. 'fbe preacher said, " I 
like to ask some of our late dear brother 
Irons's friends if they remember these holy 
baptizing seasons?" I could well understand 
Mr. Huntley's joy on these occasions, for I 
think he bas sometimes bad as many as seven 
or eight thousand veople on the brink of the 
Avon to tell of a Saviour's love, years back, 
when administering this ordinance of the 
Lord's command. John Huntley is an 
earnest, faithful, zealous, simple, but most 
devoted servant of the Lord. 

The second Sunday we had Mr. Griffiths, 
of Chatteris. He is rather a singular, quaint, 
almost eccentric kind of p1 eacher; but he 
says some choice things in his own peculiar 
stde. I should suppose Mr. Griffiths to be 
a ·welshman; evidently a man who bas been 
in many parts of the world, for he talked 
about the poles, of having been shipwrecked, 
of having a.scended lofty mountains, where 
he bas seen the rainbow under his feet; and 
being in parts of the land where you could 

CROYDON.-Last month we published a 
sermon by our brother Thurston, the pastor 
of the Baptist Church in the Tamworth rd, 
and it is grateful to learn that the cause 
there is growing in usefulness and peace. 
The Sunday School anniversary was holden 
June 28. We hope to give some account of 
these services as the programme indicates 
much that is interesting. We heartily re
joice in the lad that the Tamworth road 
Baptist chapel Sunday Schools are greatly 
increasing; and, under the devol ed and able 
direction ol Mr. Moffatt, the newly-elected 
Superintendent, assisted by Mr. Head, jun., 
the Secretary, and a staff of earnest co
workers, tl,is branch of the cause must be a 
blessing, under God, both to the Church and 
the neig,hbourhood. Tl1e anniversary of the 
Church was holden on Whit-Tuesuay, when 
discourses were delivered by Messrs. Hazel
ton, Anderson, and Styles. We bad Christ's 
Gospel all the day. 
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A DISSENTER AMONG THE 
DOCTORS. 

[Rouon NOTES ON THE LINE.] 

THE Conference nt Leicester was n season 
of comfort, of holy communion, and of edifi
cation to many. The following railway pen
cillings are only introductory. 

"THE LIFE OF JESUS IN US." 

St. Pancras, April 16, 187 4. 
In o.n empty Car, at early <lawn, 
For Leicester book'd, o'er house a.nd Ia.wn, 

To Conference I go. 
If spared to meet the brethren dear, 
May I the Qod of grace revere, 

And His salvation know. 

The tossings of my mind about this journey 
have been many; hut the portion of Holy 
Scripture chosen for this day's meditation at 
the Leicester Conference opened up a little 
in my soul last night; hence, conscience said 
Set off. 

The text for the Conference this day is 2 
Cor. iv. 11, " For we which Jive are al way 
delivered unto (')eath for Jesus' sake, that the 
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in 
our mortal flesh." 

The chapter is more especially a minister's 
chapter: it shows us four things principally. 

I. What it is we have received - " the 
ministry," that is, the ministry of the Spirit. 
It is a treasure, it is a ministry of reconcilia
tion, it is a transforming ministry: God com
manded the light to shine : we are changed 
into the image or likeness ofour Lord. It 
is not a universal ministry as regards its suc
cess; the god of this world blinds the eyes 
-0f many; they neither see nor believe the 
new an,! living way to glory. 

2. This chapter shews us the real effect of 
receiving this ministry,-we have renounced 
the hidden things of dishonesty, every doc
trine, every principle, every kind of preach
ing which sets up anything for obtaining sal
vation but the eternal Triune Jehovah, is dis
honest; that false teacher, Jesus says, is a 
thief and robber. 

3. There is much suffering connected with 
the ministry; but, as in Gideon's case, the 
more the pitchers are broken, the brighter the 
Light of Truth will shine. Hence, . 

4. The miniqtry is for the manifestation of 
the life of Jesus in us and by us. 

This text also contains three strong testing 
-evidences of relation8hip to Jesus, and of our 
salvation by Him. Look at these three. 

I. " We which live." All do not Jive. 
But we live; we have a spiritual and eternal 
life in Jesus, the eternal i:lon of the Father in 
truth and love. This word life means free
dom, fellowship, and felicity, with new 
covenant mercies. It is freedom from the 
horrible pit, from the awful curse, from wil
ful hypocrisy, from fatal errors, from the se
cond death ; it is fellowship with the Three 
glorious Persons in the Trinity; with nil 
revealed truths; and with all the manifested 
people of God, so far as we know them. This 
life in my soul come from the Lord calling 
me Himself in 1828, since which happy period 
I have always loved Him in my new-born 

soul; have sought to know, to realize, and 
to make known the truth ol H i!i' G""pel. 

Second testing evidence is, "alway• de
livered unto death," cut off, and separated 
from the delusions of men, and the devices of 
Satan. Cut uff from every dependence 
upon, and delight in, any creature: a daily 
dying to the whole range of mere natural 
and professional creatnreship. 

Last, and most weie:hty evidence, is the 
end of all, "that the life also of .Jesus might 
be made manifest in our mortal flesh;" that 
is, by t.he life of faith which we live upon Him 
here, and the ultimate resurrection we shall 
have through and with Him at the g,-and 
resurrection of the just, when the dead in 
Christ shall rise first. In the light of this 
text I can read the whole of my life for full 
fifty years. It is, at least, half-a-century 
since I first began to endearnur to disseminate 
truth; during the whole of that time I say, 
"always delivered unto death." Near forty 
years since I was employed by a learned 
doctor and a great literary writer to issue the 
first Church of England penny weekly 
serial ever seen in this country, called " The 
Penny Sunday Reader." Hundreds of 
thousands of it were circulated; many 
friends, but I was delivered unto death; still 
in Him I live. 

How is the life of Jesus manifested in our 
flesh? How was it manifested in the life of 
Joseph? By the resistance of temptation; 
by the endurance of suffering; b;, a full 
deliverance ; by the exercise of a spirit of 
benevolence. 

Leiceste,·, F1·iday, April 17, 1874. 

Nestled down again in a Midland for Lon
don, being bound, it our Father permit, to 
attend our brother Stringer's meeting in the 
Trinity house, in the Boroui.h. Two or three 
of the clergymen who have been at the Con
ference are in the same train, so I hope we 
shall be preserved safely to our homes. Here 
is one clergyman who has not been. 

"Are you C. W. Banks?" 
"Yes sir" 
" Ha;e y~u been to the Leicester Confer-

ence 1 '' 
"Yes sir" 
" Wh~t dld you think of it ? " 
Thoughts are many, sometimes deep; 
O'er my thoughts I fain could weep: 
Bnt I thank the Lord I've been, 
Mauy blessed men I've seen: 
Heard them tell some tales of grace. 
In my heart they found a place. 

" Who was there ? " 
" I cannot tell. I spoke with Drs. Hewlett 

and Doudney, the brethren Rolleston, G. W. 
Straton, Thomas Brad bury; some others. 
On each occasion Mr. Straton opened the 
meeting (after singing and prayer), with 
excellent expositions of the subjects. I heard 
Mr. Walker, n cheerful and clevergeutleman. 
Dr. Hewlett made a noble speech; but Mr. 
Battersby, of Sheffield, shone like a star, and 
delivered such an address on life, death, and 
the Church's three-told perfection in Christ, 
as completely put him right into mi heart; 
I could highly esteem them all; tor they 
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tlllng, prayed, and spoke like men who knew 
and loved the Sa,•iour, and wl10 could 
and would defend the glorious Gospel of His 
grace; while Mr. Battersby I warmly loved 
with feelings most sincere." All about 
Aylestone church, and my walk therefrom; 
the widow of the late much-lamented William 
Garrard, and the Conference ser,•ices you 
shall read another time. 

MR. R. C. BARDENS' SECOND 
ANNIVERSARY. 

0NB of the sweetest days on earth to some 
of the Lord's people was Wednesday, June 
3, 1874, being the second anniversary of Mr. 
R. C. Bardens, as pastor of the Church meet
ing in that pretty and comfortable house of 
God, called Hayes Tabernacle, near Uxbridge, 
in Middlesex. 

The services of the day commenced with 
an early morning prayer meeting, when 
several brethren offered prayer ; and some 
said it was to their souls a most precious sea
son : yea, when all the worship of the day 
had closed you might have heard some hearts 
whispering, " To me the early morning 
prayer meeting has been the holiest and hap
piest part of the day." 

Long before the more public services com
menced, friends from London were gathering 
around the Tabernacle and in the pastor's 
dwelling: waggonettes were running to 
every train from London, bringing parties 
who had come from Silver street Chapel, 
Notting Hill (the minister, R. G. Edwards, 
and others, being prevented from coming by 
the sudden death of brother John Fells' 
daughter, which is a heavy stroke to the 
family and cause); from the late Mr. John 
Foreman's Chapel ; from Speldhurst road 
Chapel, South Hackney; from Jireh; from 
Mr. Bazelton's; from Mr. Ponsford's; from 
Reading, Colnbrook. Aston Turville, and 
from many other parts and places. Large 
congregations during the day were gathered. 

The morning preacher was Mr. William 
Kern, of Guildford, whose text was in Isaiah 
xxxi., " So shall the Lord of hosts come down 
to fight for Mount Zion, and for the hill 
thereof. .As birds flying, so will the Lord 
defend Jerusalem ; defending also He will 
deliver it; and passing over He will preserve 
it." Without wandering, free from all un
due excitement; iu a quiet, easy, grave man
ner, Mr. Kern expounded this part of Holy 
Writ. Physically considered, Mr. Kern 
must be one of the largest ministers we have 
in our connection ; his mental order is of 
old George Swinnock's type, sacredly solemn, 
careful, correct, and easy of apprehension. 
The morning hymns were read by our kind 
Christian brother, Mr. Richard Minton. 

A substantial dinner was provided in the 
handsome school-rooms, which, being crowded 
with a respectable company of nearly 200 
friends, and well furnished with all that the 
outer man could require, splendidly illustra
ted with bouquets of every size and shade I and 
all supplied by cheerful hearts and wi ling 
hands, brought out in a full swell those grate
ful lines, 

"We thank Thee, Lord, for thle our food, 
llut most of all for J e,us' blood." 

Such a multitude of happy faces cannot be 
alway'S seen in this lowland of mingled joy 
and grief. 

Mr. Edwan Forman, of March, in Ely, 
delivered an animating discourse in the after
noon, from "Wherefore He is able also to save 
them to the uttermost." Mr. Edwan For
man has been the successful pastor of the 
Particular Baptist Church at March, Carobs, 
over twenty-five years, and still he n~pelll'!I 
hale, healthy, vigorous, and happy ID his 
work. He was well received and heard with 
joy. 

After tea had been supplied to a multitude,. 
Mr. C. Wilson commenced the public 

meeting, having kindly consented that even
ing to Jreside. We hope his thoroughly 
practic sug~estions · as regards the honour 
the Lord confers upon those who are liberal 
to the Church of God, according to their in
comings1 will not be forgotten. In a lively 
and kinaly spirit, Mr. Wilson introduced the 
different speakers, Mes.•rs. Edgerton, Pons
ford, Kern, Forman, and Bardens. Such, 
services and discourses told us all plainly that 
the witnesses for Christ's own new covenant 
Gospel are not lacking, either in the num
ber of them, or the able manner whereby they 
commend the truth of God to the consciences 
of their fellow-men. Our brother R. C. 
Bardens, on brethren dwelling together in 
unity, was more eloquent,more peculiarly en
larged with a pure, loving, and enlightened 
spirit than ever we heard him. He is grow
ing in the useful fruits ofa gracious ministry. 

C. W. Banks said the fHendshad heard so 
much he would not. occupy· their time, 
" Abounding therein with thankfulness" 
(Collos. ii. 7); or t_he tr!-1e Christi~n-one 
who has received ChrISt I his course,' Walk
ing in Christ ! " and his char~cter, "St~blis~ed 
in the faith, and aboundmg therem with 
thankfulness," were the meditations of his 
heart. Thankfulness, he thought, did well 
become the friends at Hayes Tabernacle,
their pastor, and all who that day had been 
favoured to listen to such godly and gifted 
men. 

Mr. Samuel Ponsford who is between 70 
and 80 years of age, delivered a warm and 
haavenly address on th~substitutio1;1 of Jesus 
Christ, and the perfect10n of salvation there
by. 

" All hail the power of Jesus' name" was 
sung by th; full company, with heartiness, 
harmony and heavenly sound. 

The m~eting then closed. 

CLARE SUFFOLK-Lord's-day, April 
19. Serm~ns were preached by W. ~each, 
Esq., ofChelmsford, to good congregations. 

KEDDINGTON-Mr. Margerum 
preached two sermons, Sunday, April 19. 
Many say they will not soon fo~get tl)e prac
tical lessons drawn from Ephrmm's hfo k. the 
congregations were very large. Dear ed
dington has, for twenty-five years, been a 
sacred spot for truth and grace. 
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KNOWL HILL. 

A few weeks ago the widow of the late 
James Webb, of Know! Hill, passed awnv 
into that rest which remaineth for the people 
of God. Knowing the deep interest you 
take in the welfare of Zion, I send you a few 
particulars of her last days in this vale of 
tears. 

For two or 1hree years past our departed 
sister had been the subject of much weakness 
of body, and although able frequently to 
attend the house of God, did not for any 
length of time enjoy good health. She was 
the subject of many lears and sharp exer
cises of faith, but she was truly one of those 
whom God's Word declares to be rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom; for her faith, 
although weak, was, notwithstanding, the 
faith of God's elect. She was favoured in 
God's infinite love and· grace to be brought 
early in life to know the Saviour, and pub
licly profess His name by allegiance to His 
c~mmands. During the many years of her 
husband's life, she displayed the greatest con
cern for the good of· Zion, and was ever 
ready to assist in promoting its peace and 
prosperity. 
- The same meek and quiet spirit marked 
her declining days. She woulil often, when 
seated in her quiet cottage, refer to those 
happy days and seasons when, with her dear 
husband, she had walked to.the house of God, 
and taken sweet counsel together. And, 
joined to this, she, too, would express her 
fe_ ars and hopes respecting her own safety in 
eternal things. She was graciously pre
served lrom false presum ptiou, and blessed 
with that godly fear which is the fruit of the 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost. 

- Perhaps I cannot do better than append a 
few notes sent by our brother V nrney, of 
Reading, and also my dear father. 

Brother Varney writes:-
Our dear sister's last time of meeting 

with the Lord's people at His house was the 
fu-st Sunday in February. Walking up the 
hill, panting for breath leaning upon the 
arm of a brother, she said, "My time is short; 
and what, if after all, I should be deceived 
and lost 1 " He said, " Are you leaning 
upon Jesus?" 

" Other refuge have I none; 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee." 

She said, "Yes!" and then went into poor 
little Zion for the last time to celebrate the 
dying love and all-atoning blood of he~ 
precious Redeemer. After the solemn ordi
nance she retired to chapel house, and again 
attended the evening service. Our dear sis
ter, as she was wont, was very thoug·htful 
and attentive. The text was 1 Cor. xv. 25: 
" The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death," and when our brother was speaking 
upon the reigning power of Christ and the 
various enemies, Satan, sin, the world, and 
the flesh, our sister was taken with paralysis 
and carried home, where she had every atten
tion requisite. The Lord dealt very tenderly 
with his dear child. She did not know the 
friends who visited her, but when asked if 

she knew Jesus, she said," Yes! and pre
cious." 

To this cheering testimony my lather 
a~ds:-

J was at Know! Hill the second Sabbath 
before her death. She knew me; I read and 
prayed with her, and also sang the hymn,-

" Father, whate'er of earthly b1ias/' &e., 

which had been very precious to her, and 
which she often tried to sing. After reading 
and prayer I asked her if there wa., anything 
I could get for her, and she said no; but I 
said there is one thing that you want
Jesus, and almost before I had finished, she 
said, " Oh ! yes." I asked her was there 
anything I could tell the friends at Reading, 
who so often enquired after her. She said, 
"I am going on all right." I said, "Then 
you feel you are on your way to heaven." 
She replied, Oh ! yes; oh ! yes. 

The next time of my being at Know! Hill 
was the occasion ot her funeral. The place 
was full of hearers, and I made a few remarks 
at the grave, and again referred to her death 
in the evening. Our subject was 2 Tim. 
iv. 8. It was a very solemn time, and we 
felt that God was present with us. 

Our departed sister is now with her 
glorious Lord. I pray, dear brother, that we 
may, by God's grace, still persevere in His 
ways, still abide by His truth, and when 
called upon to leave this mortal state, rise to 
everlasting life, and so be for ever with the 
Lord. 

May 7, 1874. E. P . .BROWN. 

THE TRUE GOSPEL AIM.-A min
ister says,.:_" Have visited Sutton. My pro
vince is to preach Christ, the written Word, 
revealed Word, precious Word; yea, Him 
"all in all," by precious faith to a poor, sin
sick soul. My aim is to advance, prayerfully 
and scripturally, the Church of Christ to a 
high state ol _spirituality, to establish the 
believer in the truth; to point out clearly 
the promises and invitations of the Bible to 
character; and thus working (instrumentally) 
I leave all to the Holy Spirit, to apply, con
vince, and instruct as He thinks well. You 
must be a tough bit of goods, or you would 
never stand it so well,-preaching, lecturing, 
prayin~, studying, writing, prool readiog, 
and a nost of other duties-quite onerous. 
Bless God for the strength He gives you. 
My hearty prayer is, Long live brother, 
father Banks, for the good of the cause of 
God and truth." [The men of Judah found, 
when they sought for it, fat pasture and 
wide land, a quiet and peaceable inheritance. 
Low doctrine, or dwellin~ on the dark and 
dismal works of the old Adam, is not health
ful for the churches. High up by faith, holy 
by blood, happy by the fellowship ol Jes us, 
are the richest mercies here. J 

BEDFORD-Are the Protestants here 
gone to sleep? Dr. Manning· says: "Father 
Warmoll" is doing· a great work iu Bedford; 
building, converting·, confessing·, &c. Bun
yanites of Bedford, Awake! the enemy is on 
your ramparts. Look out for your children! 
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WHIT-SUNDAY AND MONDAY IN 
JVINGHOE. 

·ON Saturday, May 23, 1874, the long trains 
flew up and down the L. & N. W. Jines in a 
•perfect fury and with rapid succession; 
thousands were pourin11; out, and perhaps as 
many were running into London. I took 
an insurance ticket. The use of rig·ht means 
is no distrust of Providence. At Chedding
ton my train stopped, and out I jumped. 
The valuable pastor's wife, with little grand
daughter, pony and gig, were all in waiting. 
Carefully her 1adyship drove me to the par
sonage. In the study I was all the evening 
by myself, until deacon Warren came to give 
me directions for the sel'\·ices of the Sabbath. 
William Collyer has been pastor here over 
fifty years. He succeeded the ancient and 
'holy George Clarke, who was the grandfather, 
or the great grandfather of the present cele
brated James Clarke, now pastor of Chat
teris, at whose ordination on the Common, 
near Tring, both John Bloomfield and my
self took part. 

Saturday night was a bad one with me. I 
ielt unwell; but Sunday morning came; I 
was helped to arise, and the good old Word 
was true, "As thy days, so shall thy strength 
be." 

I vinghoe Baptist Chapel is a well-known 
Gospel hrmse, where, for a century or more, 
-Christ has been preached, sinners have found 
Jesus, and multitudes from hence have gone 
home to glory. In that pulpit William 
Collyer has delivered some tholl!'ands of ser
mons; he has been the Lord's mouth tomany. 
Out of his Church others have sprung up, 
lllld in tbe Great Day his children will not 
be few. John Ste'l'ens, John Foreman, J. A. 
Jones, George Coombe, George Wyard, 
Samuel Milner, James Wells, and a host of 
the Lore's servants have there told the 
-glorious story of the cross. Now and then 
during the last twenty-five years, the friends 
there have invited me to preach to them, and 
I have considered that no small honour; and 
I hope it has been for their good. 

Seldom do I behold such crowds. The 
people filled every nook and corner ; aisles, 
galleries, vestries, and out in the graveyard 
as well, there were people. The choir sang 
so exquisitely that my passions were excited 
for holy psalmody. I wag so delighted that 
I felt almost out of myself; but the Lord in 
mercy gave me three messages to deliver, and 
He helped me to deliver them. 

On Whit-Monday the school children had 
their treat. We were to meet at one o'clock, 
and I was to deliver a lecture in the evening. 
The morning was fine, but by noon rain, 
thunder, and lightning were so powerful, we 
were all scared. Our free aud fruitful brother 
Henry Wise, of Watford, came to help us. 
The children had their tea ; some ministers 
and friends took tea also. Brother Wise gave 
a neat and suitable address, elucidatoryofold 
associatioc.s, contemplation and congratula
tion, which pleased and edified us all, My 
candle• were nearly all put out by the rain; 
so I said a few words and flew home to Lon
don. 

The following note came to me the next 

morning·, and with it I ciose this first chapter 
on lvinghoe :-

" DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-Your kind 
note came to hand. I thoug·ht of seeing you 
at I vinghoe; in fact I was on my wny, but 
had to turn back, because our heavenly 
Father commanded the storm to obey Him. 
We had 11 good meeting on the 12th of May. 
Brother Bardens is a good and faithful man 
of God. My people enjoyed his ministry. 
Mrs. Baker and myself never enjoyed a 
brother minister's company more than we 
did his. "ARTHUR BAKER, 

" Park street, Tring, Herts. 
"May 25, 1874." 

OXFORD-" Plain Preaching." The 
great want of the day is a plain, out-spoken 
ministry. In the majority of our places of 
worship one might sit for twelve months and 
not know what preacher or people believed. 
Can we then wonder that so few are aroused? 
Where, however, plain, certain doctrine is 
set forth and the inward operation of the 
Spirit's personal work upon the heart is in
sisted upon, a casual hearer not having been 
used to such, is arrested, and either enmity 
or approval must be the result. Such, how
ever, has been my experience. Some years 
ago, I was aregularattendant at church, and 
loved what is called Ritualism. At the same 
time, I frequently attended some of the 
chapels in this city, and was about as mpch 
interested in their sermons as at church, see
ing little difference; and could I have had 
the Ritual of the Church corn bined with the 
sermon, should have had no choice; not all 
the sermons amongst dissenters ever led me 
to see the folly and sin of Ritualism. On 
Sunday, however, as the Lord would have it, 
I and a friend went, through curiosity, to Mr. 
Scott's Mission Room. What was the result? 
Why, that I had never heard such strange 
teaching before. My animosity was excited, 
and I plainly said, " If that is true which 
you have spoken to-ni!\'ht, I have been edu
cated in error all my life." Not for a moment 
thinking that it was true, but that the 
preacher was in error. I went again, and 
very soon I found the truth disturbed me; I 
was unhappy ; could get no rest; and tried 
all I could to fortify myself against such 
doctrine. However, God was a match for 
me, and I was obliged to yield, and in time 
was baptized, and became a member of Mr. 
Scott's Church, loving and experiencing the 
power of the doctrine of grace. As a con
sequence, my new vi8ws brought opposition, 
and I then saw why Mr. Scott had been so 
evil spoken of and his work condemned by 
professing Christians. This I am more and 
more convinced of, that while a man speaks 
out plainly and boldly the whole truth, he 
will have plenty of enemies and that Church 
will be unpopular. At a future day I may 
give the conversation which took place between 
me and my clergyman, if these lines are 
worthy a place in your truthful" VnssEL.'' 

CARRIE, 
P.S.-The sermon that I first heard, which 

aroused me, was "The Great Salvation," 
since published at ld. each. 
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THE WIDOW OF THE LATE MR. 
POPE, OF MEOPHAM. 

Mrs. Jane Pope, nged 73, died at Swindon, 
Wilt,, April 16, 1874, after a few days' 
illness. She was the widow of that honoured, 
laborious, and faith fol servant of Jesus 
Christ, Mr. W. Pope, whom the Lord 
called by grace in early life, and soon after 
to the work of the ministry. William Pope, 
and the now deceased widow, were both 
natives of Wiltshire; the former was horn at 
Bi8hopstoke, and the latter at Devizes, and 
it was in that county, and in Berkshire that 
the Lord, in the early part of his ministry, 
made His Word, through his instrumentality, 
a blessing to many. 

In 1827 Mr. Pope, and the now deceased 
widow, were married, and for six: years after
wards continued in those parts; he still pro
claiming the Gospel of free and sovereign 
grace. 

In 1833 Mr. P. received a call from the 
Baptist Church, Meopham, Kent, and with 
his family, removed there in the month of 
March, where, for eighteen years, he was 
the devoted pastor of that Church, and 
preaching the Gospel in the surrounding 
villages, not being deterred by hail, rain, or 
any other outward inconvenience. Many 
seals were added to his labours; among the 
number was the unworthy writer. 

In the month of March, 1851, and the 
very day of the month that, eighteen years 
before, Mr. P. and family arrived at 
Meopham, he was removed from the scene 
of his labours to join the Church triumphant 
above, leaving a sorrowing Church behind 
in the wilderness below, and a bereaved 
widow and eight fathei-less children to mourn
his loss. 

It was during these years that the deceased 
was personally known to me, and those 
seasons cannot be forgotten, when we" spake 
often one to another " of what the Lord had 
done for our never-dying souls. 

Mrs. P. was well-taught in the school of 
Christ ; she knew the plague of her own 
heart; had a deep sense of her own un
worthiness; a firm believer in the doctrines 
of sovereign and distinguishing grace ; a 
zealous advocate for the ordinances of God's 
house, and for the precepts of the Gospel ; 
a person well establbhed in the truth as it is 
in Jesus; her judgment being ofno ordinary 
kind, she was quick to distinguish between 
truth and error. But having her sojourn 
in Kent, she, with her devoted husband, had 
no small amount of trial, having a large and 
increasing family, their minds were often 
sorely exercised with external difficulties, 
but they proved that the God of their 
salvation was "Jehovah-Jireh" in every 
time of need. 

Previous to the death of her husband Mrs. 
Pope had been called to part with two of her 
dear daughters, one very young, the other 
at the age of nineteen; the latter not many 
months before the father; but this last stroke 
was sweetened with a firm persuasion that 
the Lord had wrought a work of grace in 
her soul, and that she was gone to be for 
ever with the Lord. 

Since the death of my first p11Stor, and my 
spiritual father, and the return of the widow 
and family to Devizes, I have many times 
met and had correspondence with the widow 
and family, ever finding her the samq in 
principle, not moved away from the hope of 
the Gospel. A sinner saved by grace, her 
constant theme, I can safely condense her 
experience in the lines of the poet,-

" A gulity, weak, and bclple8s worm, 
On Thy kind arms I fall; 

Be Thou my strength and righteousness, 
My Jesus and my all." 

The former part of her widowhood she 
resided in her native town, but the last few 
years of her life she has been with one or 
the other of her family, who all survive her, 
and most of them comfortably situated in 
life. "A Father of the fatherless, and a Judge 
of the widow, is God in His holy habitation." 

On the 3rd of April, "Good Friday," Mrs. 
P., with her daughter, who is a member 
with the Church at Meopham, went to the 
anniversary at Old Swindon, and remained 
as usual for some days, when a change took 
place, and in the short space of five days her 
tabernacle was taken down, and her ransomed 
soul took its flight to realms of endless day. 

P.S.-Her temporal needs have been 
partly supplied through tbe Kent Union, 
during her loag widowhood, who, to their 
honour, have shown her great respect. 

T. GILBERT. 

LAXFIELD, SUFFOLK. -The annual 
Church tea meeting was held in the Baptist 
Chapel, on Thursday, March 26th, to com
memorate the fifteenth anniversary of the 
ministry of Mr. R. E. Sears in this place. 
A happy evening was spent. Mr. Sears 
stated that, although they had not had many 
additions to the Church the last year or two, 
yet he had heard of many who had been 
blessed under his labours in other places. 
This had been'n great encouragement to him; 
but he sometimes asked, Why is the blessing 
withheld from Laxfield? At the previous 
Monday evening prayer meeting, Mr. Sea
man, one of the deacons, gave a very warm
hearted address, and said a great many kind , 
things about and to the pastor; and at the 
conclusion, presented him and his belo,ed 
wife, on the behalf of the Church and con
greg~tion, with a purse containing £18, 
which was iucreased a few days afterwards to 
£20 10s. Mr. Sears, in accepting it, said 
he received it as a token of their con tinned 
Jove, and that although he had been with 
them fifteen years, he had not outlived their 
respect and affection. He also said it afresh 
confirmed his faith in the :-'aviour's words, 
which had been the motto of his life, "But 
seek ye first the kingdom of Gou and His 
righteousness, and oil these thiugs shall be 
added unto you." In contlusion, he exhorted 
the friends to pray for the revival of God's 
work in their midst, as nothing short of that 
could satis(y the earnest lou!l'iug of his mind. 
" Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity 
within thy palaces. 
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MR. HAND'S SERMON. 
DEAR MR EDIT0R,-1 was, indeed, 

mrprised in reading Mr. Hand's Sermon in 
the EARTHEN VESSEL, to find the follow
ing unscriph1ral statement respecting the 
Jaw of works, he says:-" It 8eizes hold of the 
dead conscience, quickens it, shows the soul 
its degraded state, its lost condition; it 
exhibit,; the righteousness of God to its view," 
&c. Now the· Apostle Paul, speaking of the 
ver~· same law, say~: "The commandment 
which was ordained unto life I found to be 
unto death, because the law worketh wrath; 
now we know that what things soever the 
Jaw saith, it saith to them who are under 
the law, that every mouth may be stopped 
and all the world become guilty before God, 
for the letter killeth but the Spirit giveth 
life." According to Paul's testimony, then, 
it is the ministration of death, and we have 
still hig·her authority for insisting that 
nothing short of the Almighty Spirit of God 
cnn convince man of his utter depravity; 
the Jaw may lie at the door but it has no 
power to unlock or enter, for Christ Himself 
said," No man can come unto Me, except 
the Father which bath sent Me draw him. 
It is the Spirit quickeneth, the flesh 
profi teth nothing; the words that I speak 
unto you they are spirit and they are life. 
Ye must he born again." It is, indeed, 
delightful to realise the glorious position of a 
soul quickened by the ever-blessed Spirit of 
the Most High, for it is now made free from 
the law of sin and death, and is under a 
new law, the law of the Spirit of Life in 
Christ Jesus, " For what the law ( of works) 
could not do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin condemned 
sin in the flesh, that the rigbt.eousness of the 
law might be fulfilled in us who walk not 
after the flesh but after the Spirit." The 
new and better covenant, the covenant of 
grace called the ministration of life, 
having the law of faith for its ministry. 
Before faith came it was kept under the 
law (of works) shut up unto the faith 
which should afterwards be revealed, where
fore the law was its schoolmaster unto 
Christ, that it might be justified by faith, 
but after that faith is come it is no longer 
under a school mast.er, but is a child of God 
by faith in Christ. So, then, it is no longer a 
child of the bondwoman but of the free. 

"Is then the law of God untrue, 
Which He by Moses gave? 

No, but to take It Ill this view, 
That it has power to save. 

The law was never meant to give 
New strength to man's lost race; 

We cannot act before we live : 
And life proceeds from grace. 

By Christ we enter into rest, 
And triumph o'er the fall ; 

Wboe'er would be completely hlest, 
Must trust to Christ for all." 

Trusting that vour endeavours to promote 
God's glory and the good of never-dying 
souls may be blessed with success,and that you 
may have an entrance into ftie kingdom of 
God's Son, believe me, Sir, yours in a Triune 
Jehovah, ELIZABETH. 

" LE AV ES OF L I FE I N 
LANCASHIRE." 

Boaz propounded the principle of " Rais
ing up the name of the dead u~on hie 
inheritance." We ·are urged to tins effort 
as reg;ards the late Mr. James Wells. At 
the Hayes anniversary on June 3, 1874, Mr. 
E. Forman, of March, said publicly, through 
the opposition of one minister (now, he 
hoped, m heaven) and his colleag·ue, he had 
been shut out of at least sixteen pulpits, 
where he had formerly preached, simply be
cause it was supposed he did not subscribe to 
the doctrine of the eternal generation. This 
spirit of exclusion is still waging war in our 
Churches; the instruments employed are 
misl{uided, and really do not know the 
origm, the first spring of all that enmity, 
jealousy, and secret slow murder of cha
raater, which travels through the United 
Kingdom, and into all parts of the United 
States, the Colonies, and the Indies; whereby 
we are assailed as being in league with the 
late Mr. James Wells in his supposed oppo
sition to certain ministers of Cbrist in the 
North, and in the views he held respecting 
some essential doctrines of the Gospel. We 
have Mr. Wells's speeches in Manchester 
respecting Mr. William Gadsby ; some of his 
sermons there in MSS. books committed to 
our care. The lat.e Mr. Butt wished us not 
to publish them nor notice them. But, we 
ask, Is it dealing faithfully to let the rising 
generation grow up, p01soned against the 
memory of that exceed_ingly useful man of 
God? Is it just to ourselves to know that 
persecutions, most unjust and destructive to 
the peace of our Chm·ches1 are still n:i,arch
ing on, while Providence nas placed m our 
hands the witnesses, the words, a11d the 
works which prove the persecution referred 
to to 'be productive of indescribable mis
chief? "Our Leaves of Life in Lancashire 
and in London," we believe, will do g-ood. 

CANTERBURY.-! wish you had been 
more explicit about Zoar chapel in Burgatc 
lane. People come to Canterbury sometimes, 
and do not know there is a cause of truth 
there. They love the truth as it is in Jesus, 
and contend for the faith once delivered to 
the saints. Brother Rowden is a godly man, 
sent to preach the truth. The Lord has 
made him a blessing to souls; they are not 
many but they are in peace. Mr. Rowden 
bap~d the other week. It is the only place 
in the old Popish city where_ the truth_ is 
faithfully preached and the ordmances mam
tained according to the Word of God. They 
lat.ely held their anniversary; the Lord was 
with them. Mr. Hull preached morning 
and evening; Mr. A. B. Taylor in the after
noon. He preached a sweet Gospel sermon. 

SAMUEL FOSTER. 

LEICESTER. - We have had brother 
John Hudson from Manchester in the late 
Mr. Garrard's pulpit in May. He gave us 
the Gospel out of Romans viii. Death has 
been making homes sorrowful again in 
Leicester. Oh, for !!"race to live in sure and 
certain hope of a joJful resurrection. S. O. 
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ROCHDALE-Baptist Sunday School · OXFORD-Tuesday afternoon, April 14 
Public Hall. The scholars, teachers, and ~ the Church and congregation meeting in th; 
friends of this school (the late Mr. Kershaw's .

1

• Temperance Hall, Penson's Gardens, under 
Hope Chapel) have been highly favoured by , the pastoral care of Mr. B. V. Scott, held 
our much-esteemed friend, Mr. Alderman : their annual tea meetine-. About 80 took 
,John Tatham, this last eighteen years, being I tea; public meeting coriimenced with sing
invited to his residence on Whit Fridays. : ing and prayer; when the deacon, on behalf 
The scholars leave the Hall, and go in : of the Church and congre(l'ation, presented 
procession to MP, Tntham's gardens, where Mr. 8cott with Dr. Gill's Commentary, in 6 
they are regaled with bull$, milk, and ginger I vols., as a token of their love to him for hls 
beer; select hymns are sung, and addresses I unwearied and gratuitous efforts for their 
given by the teachers and friends. Five spiritual welfare. Mr. Scott heartily thanked 
years since, our late beloved pastor, John them for their valuable present, which came 
Kershaw, was with us for the last time. He so entirely unexpected, and was a treasure 
having returned from his London visit sick, which he had long wished to possess. He 
he was not able to walk and head the pro- thanked them for the kindly feelings ex
cession as on former years, but would have a pressed, awl said, if they had received any 
conveyance, and the late Mr. William Jack- benefit from his ministry," to God alone be 
son, deacon, to go with Him. He walked the praise." He trusted that his own desire 
round the garden to see all his young friends, had been the advancement of Christ's king
but could take no part; we had our fears it dom and the eternal welfare of souls; and if 
would be the last visit. He was a great God gave unto him health and strength, he 
friend to Sunday Schoola, and loved to see would willingly spend and be spent in His 
the prosperity of them. Mr. Tatham was service. After which we had two other soul
highly esteemed by l!im, and, when a boy, stirring addresses from members of the con
was a scholar with him at Hope school. The gregation. The meeting closed shortly after 
Word of God informs us we are to render nine o'clock, all expressing themselves highly 
honour to whom honour is due: the Lord pleased and blessed. 
has blessed our friend, Mr. Tatham, in pro- A FRIE:ND Al<D BROTHER. 
vidence, and given hlm a heart to do good, 
and to encourage the young in attending 
Sabbath Schools, which we have often heard 
from him when addressing the school. Our 
late pastor had much of the spirit of his 
Master for kindness, which gained him much 
respect. I do not remember any words ever 
coming from his mouth in a way to wound 
and grieve his friends. There were some, in 
the days when our Lord and Saviour so
journed on earth, that found fault with the 
dear woman that came to Christ with an 
alabaster box of ointment, and poured it 
u1Jon His head; the reply from the Searcher 
of hearts was, " Let her alone, she bath 
wrought a good work." The Lord grant 
that we, as a people, may have much of the 
mind and spirit of those who through faith 
and patience now inherit the promises; seek
ing the peace and prosperity ot Zion; pray
inir that the Lord will bless the preaching 
of His Gospel to many precious souls. Our 
pastor, Mr. James Hand, having taken 
charge of the church, this is the fourth year 
that he has been with us on Whit Friday at 
our annual,gatherings. E. B. 

May 29, 1874. 
[If other Christian gentlemen would go forth 

and do likewise, it might much advan~e 
the progress ofour schools.~En.] 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS-Rehoboth, after 
many changes, is now hopeful ; at length, 
we have au experimental ministry in the 
pulpit originally occupied by Mr. Thomas 
Edwards, and we trust n permanent and pros
perous cause will be established. R. E. B. 
[ Does this mean there has been no experi

mental ministry in the Wells before? Of 
course we do not know, as we Bever hear 
the men who preach.-En.] 

STEPNEY.-Special meetings were held 
in Mr. Thomas Stringer's Bethel, May 31 
and June 2. Sermons were preached by T. 
Stringer and George Webb; the after-tea 
addresses were by brothers Stringer, Thomas 
Jones, R. A. Lawrence, C. W. Banks, Geo. 
Webb, G. Baldwin. G. Reynolds, on Christ 
as a Burden-bearer, was encouraging to all 
who groan under burdens heavy to be borne, 
especially chapel-debts, which are oppresmve 
to pastors, deacons, and all to whom the 
cause is dear. Mr. Reynolds offered some 
philanthropic and practical suggestions, 
which were well received. ~fr. Webb con
tended warmly for unity upon the ground of 
New Testament principles and Christ-or
dained ordinances and discipline. Mr. D. 
Gander, of Camden Town, and C. Spencer, 
Esq., gave closing addresses. We hope our 
brother Thomas Stringer will, for many 
years, be found in his Bethel at Stepney with 
crowds of souls happy in J esu's grace. 

WILLINGHAM, CAMBS.-" What can 
justify the erection of another Baptist Chapel 
in this village, Mr. Editor? We have had 
' young John Stevens,' as they named him ; 
in his day the Baptists flourished. We had 
Mr. Alderson. Many other ministers fol
lowed. Now we have two bands-one under 
Mr. Holland, the second under l\Ir. Jack
son. Has the Lord Himself commanded and 
empowered any man to erect another Baptist 
Church here? Tell us, sir, what does this 
rivalry mean?"-JOHN GLAEN. [We 
will not answer yet.-En.] 

TRING-Our West-end anniversary was 
May 12. Brother R. C. Bardens gave us 
two discourses with pleasant freedom. 
We never saw this young Devonshire before. 
We shall welcome him again. 



224 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, 

LITTLE STONEHAM, SUFFOLK.
On Wednesday, MaJ 27th, was held the 
anniversary of the Particular Baptist <;:hapel, 
Mr. Bl'and, of Bungay, preached m the 
afternoon, to a full and attentive con1rrega
tion from Hebrews xiii. 12. A public tea 
was 'orodded, of which a large number par
took: The meeting in the eveniug was 
presided over by Mr. J. Andrews, jun., the 
new minister, who, after singing, engaged in 
prayer, and made a few opeuing; remarks 
evidently appl'eciated by the audience, but 
would n°ot have been altogether palatable to 
some of the clergy in the neighbourhood, who 
manifest their hatred to those who preach in 
accordance with the 17th article of the Estab
lished Church, and contend for believers' bap
tism as a di,'inely-instituted ordinance. The 
brethren Gd1m,·ood, of Charsfield, Morling 
of Ipswich, and Brand of Bungay, also 
addrcs,ed the meeting. The chapel has lately 
undergone some alterations and improve
ment. The pews ha,•e been robbed a little of 
tbeil' antique appearance by taking some 
few inches off the top. Other parts, where 
necessary, have been fresh painted; and one 
kind gentleman has gratuitously put up a 
neat new pair of gates and posts, which much 
improves the entrance to the chapel. Not 
only were the congregations good, the col!e('
tions also exceeded those of any former occa
sion for a long time back. The servi('es were 
enjo,·ed, and we hope some lasting good will 
be the result. There truly appears to be a 
little · revi\'ing here. Before their late 
minister, Mr. Shepllerd, died, the present 
minister supplied several times. Afterwards 
be receiwd, and accepted, a six m~nths' call, 
with a view to the pastorate, which he has 
also now accepted according to the unani
mous wish of the Church. There is a fine 
fitld for labour here, and we very heartily 
wish him God-speed and sincerely do we 
wish the Church may answer to the descrip
tion in the Cantirles, viz, "A comp::ny of 
horses in Pharaoh 's chariot," and that they 
may he indeed in one mind praying with and 
for tbeil' minister, then they need not fear all 
the artillel'v of hell, or of the united forces 
of all the 0Antichristian powers of earth. 
Let the minister and people regard the 
Wood and imitate the Master. So shall 
their 'peace be like a river, and their glory 
like a flowing stream. 

PIMLICO-You will be µleased to know 
that the cause at Rehoboth, Pimlico, is 
going on well, the congregation• are_ good, 
the funds well sustained, and peace m our 
midst. The Word, as ddieered IJy the various 
ministers is heard with profit. Mr. J. Hand 
preached 1for us two Sundays in May, to a 
full chapel; tlley were good seasons to.ma1!Y· 
On Wbit-Monday Mr. H. preached agam, 
afternoon and evening. In the evening a 
collection was made in aid of the " Sick and 
Poor" Fund when the friends gave good 
proof of the~ care for them. He is a faith
ful and able minister abo\'c many, and was 
quite" at home" with the people, and the 
people with him. ONE OF THEM. 

SURREY TABERNACLE.-We thank 
C. R. S. We all must be glad to find the 
pulpit still supplied by such really excellent 
men as C. R. 8. describes. '' Mr. Hether
ington is useful to some ; but more appreciate 
Mr. Varder." It is not the most ensy thing 
to get any man to be accepted by nll. The 
anxiety of the deacons must be immense; 
but they enjoy the confidence of the Church. 
The late Mr. Tiptaft's Church frequently in
vite Mr. Varder; but that he is likely to 
leave Yeovil we cannot think. He has 
devoted himself very earnestly to raise up 
Church and school there, and is much be
loved. 

GLEMSFORD-Pa5tor S. Kemp, of 
Runt's Hill Church, is very dangerously 
ill. He has, for years, been sadly tried ; but 
for a season his ministry has been good in 
some. You know Jonathan Mose began 
this cause. Was its commencement in 
godly fear and in holy faith? We will 
answer "A very Old Glemsfordite," 
when we have been down to know the 
truth of all things. 

DRY DRAYTON, CAMBS. -Lord's
day, May 10, I preached in the open air to 
several hundreds of people in a meadow, 
kindly lent by Mr. R. Parsons: then I bap
tized two persons, a young man and a young 
woman, in a pond in the middle of the 
meadow. Hundreds were standing round 
to witness these dear friends following the 
Lord in His blessed command of believers' 
baptism 1. there was great attention paid; it 
was a -so emn meeting. I preached again in 
the afternoon and evening. It was a time 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 
On the Wednesday following was their anni
versary, and two sermons were preached by 
Mr. McCure. A goodly number took tea. 
Friends were blest; collections amounted to 
more than £11-the best collection they have 
had for some years. We thank God and take 
courage. Lately the congregation bas in
creased. May the blessing of the Lord rest 
upon His little hill is the prayer of your 
friend and brother in the Lord, · 

P. HAllRIB. 

WILLENHALL, LITTLE LONDON
On Lord's-day March 29, seven were baptized 
by the Pru:tor; W. Gill; five being teachers 
from Sabbath School. 

B"nrringes. 
On March 27th, at Melbourne, Victoria, by 

Rev. S. C. Kent, James McConnell, Esq., of 
Ad more VunaPoint, Ta.vulnla, Fiji, to Jernima, 
widow 'of tho late Mr. J. S. Kingsford, of 
Brisbane, and fourth daughter of Mr. John 
Bunyan McCurc, of Cambridge. 

on June 1st, 1874, at Tabernacle, Hayes, by 
Mr. lt. C. Bardens, the Pastor. Mr. Samuel S. 
Walker of London, to Jano Elizabeth, second 
daughL;r of Mr. John Pa,slngham, of Longford, 
Middlesex. A beautiful Bible was presented to 
them on the occa,lon, they being the first 
couple married In the Tabernacle. 



Qtge ~nafest triais 
THAT EVER THE HEA YENS OR THE EARTH BEHELD. 

[" Trrn PuRCJIASE AND THE PRICE" CONTINUED.] 

"The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save Him."
MATT. xxvii. 49. 

MINISTERS choose large texts: some that may be termed little ones 
are full of meaning. The Scripture above quoted is seldom 

noticed: but it throws a light upon even the state of things in this 
so-called enlightened age. 

Here is a crisis ! Jesus is in the ninth hour of His dying agonies ! 
He is, as far as sense and appearance goes, quite alone. Loneliness, 
when we feel God has. forsaken us, is a fearful state. 

Look at Him! listen to Him ! "My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me?" The margin has a singular rendering, "My God, my 
God, to what hast Thou left me?" or, "To what sort of persons hast 
Thou left me?" He is amazingly surprised! Forsaken of all that 
could comfort Him. See the difference between His former and His 
present condition. How many beautiful words bad He spoken of His 
Father!" "My Father loveth Me." When He was in Gethsemane's 
bloody sweat, an angel strengthened or raised Him up. When He was 
coming out of the garden, and the great multitude came to take Him, 
with Judas at their head, did He not exclaim, "Thinkest Thou that I 
cannot now pray to My Father, and He shall presently give Me more 
than twelve legions of angels?" 

Yes, as the Son of God, He could thus have prayed, and been 
delivered ; but, remembering His covenant eng-agements, realising a 
sense of the honour due unto His Father, the satisfaction due to Divine 
Justice, and the undying love He bore in His heart toward His Church; 
remembering all this, He immediately answered Himself, as it were, 
"But how then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?" 
. . . . "Then all the disciples forsook Him, and fled." Now, His 
hour of sorrow cometh: and He waf! left alone. At least, of all who 
could give one drop of comfort to Him. Fiends and foes were with 
Him. Who beside ? His Father ? No I The angels ? No ! His 
disciples ? No ! 

Mystery of mysteries I What can it mean ? All the powers of 
darkness against Him: all pronounce Him innocent: yet how cruelly, 
falsely, and barbarously do they use Him. 

Some men are so blind, hardened, and deceived, that they tell us 
there is no devil, there is 110 hell. Why, here is a hell the Saviour is 
now led into, and left in I Now is being fulfilled the predictions of that 
"Book of His heart when he hung on the tree" (the twenty-second 
Psalm). Believer! read there the difference between the sufferings of 
the Church and the substitutionery sufferings of the Saviour for the 
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Church. Mark, how, in that twenty-second Psalm, the Christ of God 
did speak in prophecy of them. 

First. Of the Church's sufferings He speaketh: "Our fathers 
trusted in Thee : they trusted, and Thou didst deliver them. They 
cried unto Thee, and were delivered; they trusted in Thee, and were 
not confounded." Then, 

Secondly. He turns to His own condition: "But I am a worm and 
no man; a reproach of men and despised of the people. Be not far 
from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help me." Then of 
this tormenting condition, of this infernal state, we all must have sunk 
into, had not the Lamb of God our sins and sorrows took: of this lost 
condition saith He, "Many bulls have compassed me; strong bulls of 
Bashan have beset Me round; they gaped upon Me with their mouths 
as a ravening and a roaring lion." 

Put that twenty-second Psalm by the side of the twenty-sixth and 
twenty-seventh of Matthew; there see how exactly the positive agonies 
of the Son of God fulfil the ancient prediction! These chapters are 
full of character and of strange conduct. Judas had betrayed Him, 
Peter denies Him, Pilate's wife is dreadfully troubled in her dreams 
about Him, Pilate washes his hands, saying before the whole multitude, 
"I am innocent of the blood of this Just Person; see ye to it." Bar
abbas is released; Jesus is falsely accused, scourged, dragged to Calvary, 
nailed to the tree, the penitent thief had cried, Jesus had answered 
him. Now the darkness set in. The darkness of the material heavens, 
the darkness of the evangelical heavens, the darkness of the holy 
heavens, the darkness of the Church's sins, darkness for three long 
hours: in" the ninth hour" Jesus cried, "My Strong One, My Elois, 
why hast Thou left Me so?" 

The Romans, misunderstanding the Saviour's words, not knowing 
the Hebrew tongue, they said, "This Man calleth for Elias. The rest 
said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save Him." 

He was calling upon His God in this most momentous crisis; they 
thought He was calling for man to come and save Him. Oh, dire 
delusion! Here is a little key which unlocks the mystery of the blind
ness of hosts of men-they know not the Christ of God, they are in the 
darkness still; they are neither dead with Jesus, nor risen with Him. 
Hence, they put man in the place of God, and so cometh all the con
fusion of the tongues as at this day. Almost universally is this the 
case now; they understood not what He said, neither know they what 
Christ's own ministers are now saying. The distinction is divinely 
drawn by John; the beloved disciple (1 John iv. 5) says, "They are of 
the world; therefore speak they of the world, and the world hearcth 
them. We are of God; he that knoweth God, heareth us; he that is 
not of God, heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth and 
the spirit of error." 

Seldom has the contrast been drawn more clearly between a worldly 
ministry and a God-taught ministry, than has been done by Theodore 
Cuyler's great question:-

" WHAT REMAINS OF THEODORE PARKER?" This Theodore Parker, 
as Cuyler proves, was one of the most gifted men who ever stood 
before an American audience. He was the master of a dozen languages, 
and devoured books as the hungry ox eats fodder. His discourses were 
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the moat brilliant productions ; he could fasten and fascinate the ears 
and the hearts of many thousands. Yet, asketh Cuyler," After reading 
the story of his amazingly busy and brilliant life, what remains of 
Theodore Parker?" 

'' A pile of eloquent discourses remains. Noble service in arousing the 
A~erican. nation to the crime and peril of chattel-slavery remains; and for 
this let his name have due honour. The narrative of a pure, industrious, 
honest, generous life remains ; it reads most remarkably like the biographies 
•of Franklin and Horace Greeley. But Parker aimed at something more than 
this. He aimed at being a great religious teacher, the iconoclast of old 
systems of faith, and the founder of a new spiritual dynasty. What remains 
as the result? Alexander Campbell left behind him the large denomination 
that bears his name. Hosea Ballou left Universalism. Elias Hicks left a 
large wing of Quakerism as the representative of his erroneous creed ; even 
the vulgar charlatan Joe Smith left Mormonism with its colossal Tabernacle 
and its polygamous sty. Theodore Parker was the equal in brains and culture 
·of all these men combined, and a score more like unto them. Yet Parkeri3m 
is extinct. It cannot point to a single 'meeting-house,' or display the name 
•Of a solitary disciple. That i=ense congregation that used to gather before 
Parker's pulpit in Boston Music Hall, to listen to his exquisitely poetic prayers, 
and to the splendid discourses-sometimes preached from the Bible, and 
.sometimes from Shakespeare-has all vanished like a bank of snow under an 
April sun. Parker's 'church' is as dead as the Southern rebellion. 

" If any one wishes to know the secret of this collapse, let him read Mr. 
Frothingham's biography. He will find that while Theodore Parker was 
13ound as a patriot, and earnest as a student of science, and brave as a. 
philanthropist, he was utterly hollow as a teacher of Christianity. And the 
.simple reason was that HE HAD NO CHRIST TO PREACH. He stoutly claimed to 
be a Christian, and yet it leaks out through all bis writings that he finally 
regarded the Lord Jesus as a very fallible man, and the doctrine of the 
Atonement as a monstrous delusion. He considered the miracles to be myths, 
and the Ascension on the Mount as an' old wife's fable.' For Paul he had a 
high veneration, and an equally high one for Martin Luther; but the glorious 
,doctrine of salvation by the Cross, which was the joy and crown of these 
mig4ty men, Parker trampled under foot. HE PREACHED A CHRISTIANITY 
WITHOUT A CHRIST! Nay, worse: he took his texts out of the Bible, which he 
almost knew by heart, and all the time he regarded the Word of God as 
fraudulent in its claims as a veracious book of divine inspiration! 

"If he had set out to be a teacher of Theism, he might have made some 
converts from Atheism ; for Parker held devoutly to the being of one sovereign 
and loving God. If he had set out to be a lecturer on moral reforms, he 
would have won many hearts : for he preached justice to the wronged and 
pity for the suffering. But when he passed out of the things of time into the 
things of eternity; when he came into the mighty domain of revealed theologic 
truth as it is linked with Jesus and the Cross, his eloquent preaching was a 
stupendous sham. HE KNEW NO SAVIOUR. He ignored, or else derided, the 
pillar-truths of redemption. He could not make other people believe what he 
did not really believe himself. How could he convert his auditors to what 
his own soul had never been converted? How could he build up a church, 
while all his giant strength was expended in sweeping away 'the only foun
dation'? Negations make no converts, and Parker dealt in negations. His 
'Christianity ' consisted in denying the Son of God ! 

"His biography is one of the saddest books written in these modern days. 
Of all the splendid failures yet made in any American pulpit, Theodore 
Parker's was at once the most splendid and the most sorrowful.'' 

Ministers! Have you God's own Christ for your Saviour? Do you 
KNOW HIM? Do you truly love, live, and preach Him? If not, all your 
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other attainments wi.11 be lost in the article of death; and your own 
soul lost for ever. Nothing short of "CHRIST IN YOU THE HOPE 
OF GLORY," can make true ministers, or save our souls, so says, most 
solemnly and vehemently, CHAS. WATERS BANKS. 

56, Queen's Road, Notting Hill, London, W. 
June 20th, 187 4. 

ANOTHER AGED MINISTER GONE. 

" And when the last rough storm shall blow, 
When heart and flesh shall fail ; 

When death's cold waters o'er us flow, 
Our bark shall calmly sail. 

Till anchored in that land of rest, 
Triumphant o'er our foes; 

Safe on our loving Saviour's breast, 
We smile at earth-born woes." 

" WE cannot say we are sorry the Lord has taken him home," we 
said, when conversing with three relatives of the late venerated 

and venerable JoHN CLARK. 
"No!" answered one. "Any who saw his sufferings during the 

last four months could not wish to see those pains and such anguish 
continued." Some disease fell in one of his legs, it turned at last to morti
fication; and on Thursday, July 2, 1874, he passed quietly away, at the 
advanced age of 84. His remains were laid in a grave at Norwood 
Cemetery on Tuesday, July 7; Mr. Lincoln, or some of his brethren 
offered prayer, and spoke words of peace at the funeral. 

We may shortly issue a little tract, "The Under-Butler and his Fel
low-Servants: a True and Solemn Tale of the Early Times of the late John 
Clark." That will show how deeply his soul suffered under the terrors 
of the law, and how clearly he was delivered. For nearly half-a-century, we 
suppose, our deceased brother ministered in the Gospel in Cornwall, in 
Hull, in Downham Market, in Ely; and in nearly all parts of this 
kingdom the late Mr. John Clark was a faithful witness for Christ. 
Many thousands have heard his voice in the Gospel, but now 

"His lisping, useful tongue 
Lies silent in the grave." 

Thither we are hastening. May our Great High Priest reveal Himself 
in our poor sorrowing hearts, and bring us safely into the desired haven, 
most intensely prayeth, C. W. B. 

FUNERAL OF MR. JOHN CLARK. 
[RAILW .AY NOTES.) 

Kensington Junction, July 7, 1874. 

To find out where the place is, and liow to get at it, is no small 
difficulty sometimes in this endless city of peoples, places, and every
thing something. 

" Can you tell me my nearest route to Norwood Cemetery ? " 
"Go to Lower Norwood." 
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Train just gone I Very pleasant I Wait here a long time. Well, 
let us think a little. Going to good John Clark's funeral. 

Over his grave, without the shadow of a doubt, I may emphatically 
exclaim, " The Lord shall count, when He writeth up the people, that 
this man was born there." 

Born I WHERE ? " And of Zion it shall be said this and that man 
was born in her." That John Clark was born and brought up in Zion, 
no man will dispute who knew him; but, comparatively speaking, only 
a few did know him. I preached for him at Hull, Downham Market, 
and other places ; and frequently has he made himself at home in my 
house, and opened his heart again and again without the least 
reserve. 

His heavy cross in early life 
Deprived him of a happy wife, 

.And sour'd him all his days ; 
But now no more do they complain, 
Their bodies in the dust we've lain; 

They'll shine with heavenly rays, 

As one of Jacob's ransomed family the Lord will count John Clark 
for one, " when He writeth up the people." 

As a Christian man, I never knew one more grave, consistent, and 
careful. But, although he was a Strict Baptist all his ministerial life, 
when he could preach no longer, he seemed rather to turn from us. On 
retiring, he sat down first under James Wells ; then, quietly, he went 
to C. H. Spurgeon ; finally he settled under W. Lincoln. One of his 
friends says "he had changed his views." Views are transitory. What 
views he threw away, or what new ones he embraced, I know not. 
John Stevens was John Clark's favourite teacher; perhaps the only one 
he truly loved. They are gone now. 

Here is Norwood Cemetery. The approach is superior to any I 
know. 

Flowers in abundance ! evergreens rare ! 
Tombs thickly standing, watch'd o'er with care. 

Edward Hall's wife says on her tomb :-

" Musing on my habitation, 
Musing on my heavenly home; 

Fills my soul with holy longing: 
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come. 

Vanity is all I see, 
Lord, I lo:-ig to be with Thee." 

A massive polished granite tells where Alfred Crowquill, the author and 
artist is laid. His real name was Alfred Henry Forrester. 

Here is something, if true :-

" The amiable and erudite Thomas Willett, A..M., who never made an enemy. 
and never lost a friend.· Aged 73." 

Of the next good one it is said :-
" William Crawford. His virtues were many, his failings were few." 

Norwood Cemetery contains the remains of some who made their 
mark, and their services are recorded by grateful survivors. 

After long waiting, the hearse and mourning coach drew up ; an 
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attendant came and said the undertaker wished me to conduct the 
serviee. I said : 

" Has not Mr. Lincoln come?" 
"No, sir." 
However, two gentlemen came, and, with some reading, prayer, and 

singing, all that was mortal of John Clark was laid in a quiet grave. 
Thus ends another minister's career on earth. 

No widow mourns her loss, 
No children feel death's dart; 

To brother John our Jesus said, 
"My son, give me thy heart." 

Ealham, July 7, 1874. 
C. W. B. 

As one who had known John Clark so many, many years, I thought 
I might say : " He has come to his grave in a full age, like as a shock 
of corn cometh in in his season. His gentle and godly life had a peaceful 
end. Old age stole upon him with its enfeebling, but without any of its 
blighting influences. Death came to him not as the king of terrors, 
but as a messenger from the Master, for whose approach he had long 
before been made ready. He said, 'I am not afraid to die; I have had 
such experience of the love of God that I cannot doubt that, unworthy 
as I am, I shall be accepted by Him. through the merits of the Redeemer, 
in whom alone I trust.'" · 

Old William Allingham's immense tomb, and many other .singular 
characters I saw and noted: but in my scrap-book as yet they remain. 

REVIVAL S-A RE THEY NE C E S SARY? 
BEING THE OUTLINE OF AN ADDRESS, 

DELIVERED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING oF THE NoTTs, DERBY, AND LINCOLN AssocIATIOII 

OF BAPTIST CHURCHES, 

HELD IN TIIE CITY OF LINCOLN ON MAY 26TH (WHIT-TUESDAY), 1874. 

BY WILLIAM STOKES, 

Newark (late of Mane/test.er). 

I WAS asked a few days ago what I thought of the revival in the 
North, when I said in reply that I would prefer to wait twelve 

months before answering that question, having been convinced, from 
years of observation, that with these revival movements "it is not all 
gold that glitters." I am more strongly than ever of that opinion from 
having read with much care the report of an able discussion on the 
subject that took place at one of the recent meetings of the Congrega
tional Union, and was given in the columns of the next number of the 
Christian World at considerable length. , My previous convictions were 
that revivals, as carried on of late years, are open to very serious 
objActions on several accounts: such as, that they impair the solid 
solemn character of true religion, by removing it from the sphere of 
serious conviction to that of the merely sensational, or the emotional,. 



.AND OHRISTI.AN REOORD. 231 

which must always be superficial, and, consequently, never safe; that, 
for the most part, they are carried on at untimely hours, alike hazardous 
to the young, and interfering with the order of Christian families in a 
very serious degree; that they hurry thoughtless youth into the 
Churches, without affording any proper opportunity for testing their 
Christian character and the soundness of their conversion to God; that 
too frequently they occasion invidious distinctions in the Churches by 
dividing them into two parties, thus creating a gulf between the 
"new members " and the " old," who, as a rule, are despised or regarded 
as stumbling-blocks in the way of the more bustling advocates of the 
"new movement;" and, what is equally to be deplored, they create 
dissatisfaction with a solid, Christian ministry, and drive from bis post 
many a faithful 'pastor who cannot consent to a system of impulses, 
that seeks to govern "the Church of the living God" by mere "fits 
and starts." 

In reading the report I have mentioned, my convictions have been 
confirmed and deepened. One of the speakers said, "We have seen 
Evangelists who, in the course of a few years, have run the round of 
nearly all the heresies that are known in Church history, and who have 
been welcomed to pulpits, allowed to disturb the peace of enquiring 
minds, and to trouble many consciences,'' chiefly because they were 
revival converts. Another eminent minister, speaking from an experi
ence of sixteen years over three Churches, declared that " he knew a 
town in which the bitterest and most malignant infidels are men who, 
at one time, were conspicuous in revivals. The revivals have been 
responsible for their infidelity; their infidelity has the revivalist stamp 
upon it." And a third Independent minister spoke in the following 
terms, which should be read by all the Baptist Churches in the king
dom:-" Twenty years ago, in the country, I remember a great revival 
of religion, when 200 people were, in the course of a few weeks, added 
to the Baptist Church, and, at the end of two years, there were not two 
persons remaining in connection with that Church. The cause of that 
revival had been an overwhelming terror; it had not been a proclama
tion of glad tidings, an appeal to reason and conscience, but the people 
had been just frightened for a little while out of their drunkenness 
and other wicked ways, and, after a time, they went back to their old 
courses." 

To these testimonies a large number of others could easily be added; 
but I would only remark that I know several Churches that have never 
ceased to regret that they ever had a revival. One of the oldest 
Churches of this Association has recorded that one of the most painful 
incidents in its history was that of having to exclude from its commu
nion certain persons who came in among them as fruits of a revival; 
and another Church as good as admits that the revival proved a death
blow to their prosperity. 

In the presence of these facts and sorrowful admissions, what do I 
advise but that, as pastors, deacons, and Church members, we cultivate 
a piety that, by every-day devotion and earnest perseverance in the ser
vice of our God, shall render a "revival " wholly unnecessary. Far 
better have a solid, every-day religion, than a revival; for the one will 
live always, but the other is "here to-day and gone to-morrow;" the 
one may be compared to a perennial stream that never fails, but the 
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other is a mere bubble on the surface that glistens for a moment, then 
bursts, and is seen no more. 

I would respectfully counsel, therefore, that the Churches should 
study to render a revival unnecessary, by a deeper and more fervent 
piety in our pulpits; by a more earnest devotion among our Church 
offic_ers; an_d especially by the cultivation of a higher religion at our 
family fires1des. If we, the pastors, are more fervent; if our Church 
officers become more devoted in the proper work of the Church; and if 
our members are careful to maintain true godliness at their family 
home, the Baptist Churches of Great Britain WILL NEVER NEED A 
REVIVAL. 

MR. JAMES HAND ON THE LAW. 

l\~R. EDITOR,-I perceive in July Vessel you have been favoured 
_ll'L with an admirable critique upon a portion of my sermon which 
appeared last April. The sentences your very judicious and learned 
correspondent has selected are upon page 98. 

When an individual attempts to criticise the speech of a public 
speaker, or the sermon of any minister, they should act honestly with 
the utterances of that speaker or preacher, and not cut detached sen
tences from a paragraph to destroy its sense and distort its meaning; 
take the whole paragraph, and its meaning to an enlightened under
standing is clear and Scriptural. 

The learned Bengelius views the law in its meaning and intention 
as the preacher of that sermon, where be says, "Christ is the end of 
the law. How? By bringing in that righteousness and giving that 
life which the law shews, and shews the want of; which neither itself 
gives nor can it enable us to acquire." 

The learned Augustine takes the same view. He says (speaking of 
Christ), "The ceremonial law He has slain and taken out of the way; 
the moral law He has fulfilled for us, and we in Him; inasmuch, as 
through faith in His name, His obedience becometh ours." Any 
impartial Christian reader will perceive this to be the drift of the 
preacher. 

I shall not attempt to wade through, or animadvert upon, the whole 
of your correspondent's letter, for there is such a development ~fmental 
calibre, such a vast expansion of intellect, such nervous reasomng, and 
such correct logical conclusions, that I fear my little boat would get 
turned keel uppermost. · 

.As your Vessel, Mr. Editor, sails over such a vast expans_e of waters, 
I would advise that kind-hearted soul, Elizabeth (as she 1s one who 
seeks to promote God's glory and the good of never-dying souls), before 
performing another voyage in your Vessel, to purchase a patent safety 
lamp which, probably, may prevent the winds of truth blowing out her 
light. · 

Respectfully yours, 
JAMES HAND, 

Rochdale, July, 1874. 
[We add nothing at present.-En. J 
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ST. JOHN-" THE SON OF THUNDER." 
"Bound upon the accursed tree, 

Weak and bleeding, Who is He? " 

YOU have pictured to yourself " the lovfog disciple;" he had 
suffered; he is enrolled among the martyr throng. Although 

permitted to die a natural death, he had his share of suffering. Tradi
tion informs us that, by wicked hands, John was put into a cauldron of 
burning oil. This fearful, burning liquid was to do him no harm, for 
he had to be banished to that wild desert, called Patmos, to finish the 
canon of Scripture in that sublime book-that master-piece of eloquence, 
the Revelation. 

This faithful disciple, this blessed John the Divine, is always as
sociated with the gentle, the lovely, the quiet, and the holy. All true, 
yet these are but phases in his character. Every man has many sides 
to his character : so had John. 

Sirs, all philosophy, all poetry, all music, all painting, and all lite
rature must be brought to Christ. Milton would scarcely have been 
known were it not for his "Paradise Lost;" Handel's best production 
-yes, and the finest piece of music that mortal ever heard-is the 
Oratorio of the Messiah. No country in the world has brought forth 
such books as our own dear native isle! Why? Let thousands upon 
thousands who have access to the throne of God, answer ! Why? 
Let our thinking men, in the quiet and calm of their leisure, answer! 
Why? Because the very influence of the Atonement of Christ-even 
in outer circles-softens men, though, perchance, they themselves are 
ignorant of the mighty influence. 0 ! mournful, lovely Calvary, what 
lustre hast thou thrown over the whole world! Verily, the crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough places plain. Yes, and however 
gloomsome thy way, if thou belongest to Christ, all shall be well. Get 
thee to the throne of grace, for 

"Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw, 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw; 
Gives exercise to faith and love, 
Brings every blessing from above." 

Will you look at another phase in the character of St. John tlie 
Divine? 

Rubens was a grand painter! But all his pictures are mere daubs 
when put by the side of his "Descent from the Cross." No man can 
look at that painting without an involuntary sigh! There is life and 
truth in it. You can see Mary, the mother of om Lord, but the most 
prominent feature among the group is John, the" beloved" disciple. 

" Goel moves in a mysterious .vay, 
Hie wonders to perform; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
.And rides upon the storm. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err! 
.And scan His work in vain : 

God ie His own Interpreter, 
.And He will make it plain." 

R 
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When? asks some one on whose frame the pitiless storm has beaten. 
In God's good and ~racions time. Come and look at poor ,John, in 
darkness most terrible. May GDd bless the meditation to thee for 
Christ's sake. 

Christ is being taken from the cross. John has been an eye witness 
of the throbbings and shakings of the earth. He had seen the veil of the 
Temple rent in twain ; he had been commanded to take care of her whom 
'' all nations shall call blessed." But now, ah, now I Indignation and 
despair gleam from those eyes. " What, has it come to this ? Is the 
kingdom come to an end? Oh! had I the power I would blot from 
existence those who transacted this deed. Oh, where is my Lord-my 
Master?" 

" All ye that pass by, 
To Jesus draw nigh, 

To you is it nothing that Jesus should die? 
Your ransom and peace, 
Your Surety He is, 

Come, see if there ever was sorrow like His? " 

Yes, Rubens put John on the canvas, she wing how fearful was his 
state of mind. All seemed to him lost! He was unstrung. Darkness 
was permitted to take hold upon hi~. No wonder. Our blessed Lord 
Himself wept over the grave of Lazarus. Is it strange that a servant
should faint under these circumstances? The Master gone! What·a; 
fearful blank ! . : 

St. ,John felt ready to do battle against those who had etuicted this 
wicked trallaction. John was not only the gentle, loving disciple ; he 
was also a son of thunder. 

And this character will be sustained by every follower of Christ. 
You shall see a man as quiet and gentle as the ripple of a meandering 
river on a bright summer's day; but if he sees disloyalty to Christ and 
His sovereign will, that quiet, gentle Christian draws his sword from 
the scabbard and is ready for the battle. Paul even withstoood Peter to 
the face, " because he was to be blamed." Loyalty to Christ is our 
glorious duty and privilege. 

Whenever the Master hides His countenance, darkness follows. 
The Christian religion has no resemblance to any other. Mahometcould 
talk of a place of splendour. The Buddhist has an idea very similar. 
All false religiollll, indeed, paint a glorious "place " hereafter. The 
Christian may do this, but his great theme is a Person. Wherever 
Christ is, there heaven is. So, while travelling homeward and heaven
ward Christ must be seen, or darkness, gloom, and apparent death will 
be the result. 

John wondered where this darkness would end.. All previous trials 
were as nothing compared to this. Paul, the master of logic and philo
sophy, said that if the doctrine of the resurrection were untrue, then of 
all men " we are most miserable." That is, if the Christian faith is 
false, then we are deluded indeed. But the great Apostle soon adds 
up the great sum: " I am confident of this one thing, that He who 
bath begun the good work will perfect it, even unto the day of Jesus 
Christ." 

There are times when a Christian is bewildered. Everything goes 
the wrong way. He can't understand it. Why should he? Asaph made 
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the sa!Ile complaint .. Can mortal man understand the ways of Uod ? 
Verily riot. Did the Israelties understand what the manna was? They 
,lid not. The very meaning of manna is remarkable, "What is it?." yet 

"Wonderful, 0 man, to tell, 
Every day the manna fell.''. 

This ought to have been enough. Blessed provision it was ; and yet 
Satan and unbelief worked in their midst. 

This be our consolation. Asaph's God is ours ; ,John's God is ours; 
and seeing that our salvation is one of grace, let our loyalty to Christ 
be the more earnest and sincere. There is work for us all to do. We 
can't command the blessing, but, passing through the valley of Baca, 
we may dig the wells, and leave God to fill them. We are weak, yet 
He has mercifully· chosen to use us in His service. May we be found 
faithful to Him who has done such great things for us. .And to Him 
shall be the glory. Amen. n. B. R\NKS. 

THE CONFLICT OF NATURE .A.ND FAI'l'H OVER A LOST DEA.R O~""E. 

WE wept, 'twas Nature wept, but Faith 
Can pierce beyond the gloom of death ; 
.And in yon world, so fair and bright, 
Behold thee in refulgent light! 
We miss thee here, but Faith would rather 
Know thou art with thy Heavenly Father. 

Nature sees the body dead, 
Faith beholds the spirit fled. 

Nature stops at Jordan's tide ; 
Faith beholds the other side. 
That, but hears farewells and sighs; 
This, thy welcome to the skies. 
Nature mourns a cruel blow; 
Faith assures it is not so. 
Nature never sees thee more ; 
Faith but sees thee gone before. 
N atm-e tells a dismal story ; 
Faith has visioi;is full of glory. 
Nature views the change with sadness ; 
Faith contemplates it with gladness. 
Nature murmurs-Faith gives meekness: 
" Strength is perfected in weakness." 
NaturE'I writhes and hates the rod; 
Faith looks up and blesses God. 
Sense looks downwards,-Faith above: 
That sees harshness,-'l'his sees love. 
Oh ! let Faith victorious be, 
Let it reign triumphantly. 
But thou art gone! not lost, but flown; 
Shall I then ask thee back, my own? 
Back, and leave thy spirit's brightness? 
Back, and leave thy robes of whiteness? 
.Back, and leave the Lamb who feeds thee? 
Bar.k, from founts to which He leads thee? 
Baok, and leave thy Heavenly Father'/ 
Back, t.o earth tind sin? Nay rather, 
Would I live in solitude: 
I would not ask thee, if I could; 
But patient wait the high decree, 
That calls my spirit home t.o thee. 

March 26th, 1874. Cnpfrd by E. M. Box. 
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SOME CRITICAL POL"N"TS FOR CONSIDERATION. 
BY ISAAC F. BALLARD. 

My DEAR MR. BANKS,-After a period of long silence, I ag·ain 
_ take up my pen to address you on the state and condition of the 
Church &nd the world. During the twelvemonth ending December, 
l 873. I did not see the " EARTHEN VESSEL," but the thought came 
into my mind to obtain the numbers for the current year. I did so: 
and I perceive that you are writing as vigorously and as clearly as ever. 
Your opening article, referring to the inner circle of religious life, meets 
the circumstance of the flourishing state of Profession Town at the 
present time, and you intimate that, after many fruitless attempts to 
reach the outer circles, you now feel yourself constrained to address 
yourself more particularly to the inne1· circle, and to delineate the 
in wrought experience in the heart of God's elect. 

Unquestionably it is a duty incumbent upon all who have received 
the truth to state and defend it, and to seek to make it occupy the 
sphere of government, so that the rays of its lustrous glory may radiate 
and beam upon multitudes upon multitudes. It was the desire of 
David to build a house to the Lord, and the thought in his heart was 
said to be good. Nevertheless, he was a man of war all his life, and, 
therefore, though he was permitted in some way to prepare for the work, 
Solomon, his son, was to carry into execution the intention. We have 
all been labouring to build the house of the Lord in this our day, and 
our labours have been far from unsuccessful. There is, however, much 
fighting to be done yet; and I am happy to observe, that Jehovah
Jesus is equipping and sending into the ministry a succession of really 
good Gospel men, who do not think it unnecessary to enter upon a 
course of self-culture in the sciences, and thus to become qualified to 
contend against the intellectual preachers of erroneous doctrine, whose 
empire over the minds of the people is beginning to be considerably 
shaken. All, however, are not called to preach, but some are called to 
write. "What thou seest write in a book, and send it unto the seven 
Churches." "Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things 
which are, and the things which shall be hereafter" (Rev. i. 11, 19). 
Here we perceive that the prophetic office is filled, rather through the 
il.lBtrumentality of writing than that of preaching; for when Jehovah 
gives the word, great is the company of the preachers (Ps. lxviii. 11). 
Moreover we continually read the phrase, " It is written in the 
Prophets" (Mark i. 2). And in the synagogue there was a reading of 
the law and the prophets in public worship (Acts xiii. 15). Where
fore the call to write is in some instances not less clear, forcible, and 
distinct, than is in others the call to preach. 

I refer here to the call to preach in the evangelical order of the 
Gospel Churches, as distinguished from that external call which, 
followed by ordination, qualifies for preaching in the Church estab
lished according to law, and, therefore, the Church of the law. Now, 
when in the Church of England the Bishops in their several dioceses, in 
their charges to their suffragan clergy, shall teach them Calvinistic 
instead of Arminian theology, we may anticipate a great revival iu our 
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midst, and demand for Calvinistic literature, which can he produced only 
by God-taught and God-inspired men. In the interim, the Gospel 
9hurches in the land may hasten the advent of this period by encourag
mg the forqiation and growth of a true Calvinistic literature, which 
shall distinguish itself by the purity of its diction, the vigour of its 
style, and the splendour of its ideas, from that spurious and effeminate 
religious literature, which the professed Gospel Churches now entertain 
and read. 

Here I would remark that the Particular Baptist Churches exhibit 
a reprehensible supineness with reference to such pure Gospel literature, 
and do not encourage by their support any author who labours to 
unlock and expound to them the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. It 
is, therefore, no wonder that there is a dearth of such literature, and that 
in this respect the ways of Zion do mourn (Sam. i. 4). Nevertheless, those 
who are called to labour in doctrine must do so, while others labour in 
word (1 Tim. v. 17). The distinction is this: He who labours in 
doctrine must necessarily invade the sphere of argument, and bring a 
trained, disciplined, and cultured understanding to his work ; and, 
therefore, the study and the pen best suit him. He who labours in 
word is to preach the Word (2 Tim. iv. 1.), to which, as I have said, 
all who labour in doctrine are not called. 

We have m_any preachers of the Word in this our day, for there is 
hardly any preacher of any denomination who does not preach with an 
-0pen Bible before him, and through the power of the letter of the Word 
succeeds in keeping his congTegation together. But, coincident with 
this, for the want of those who labour in doctrine, the truth necessary 
to be believed to salvation is not taught or affirmed. :Men think it 
generally a very easy thing to get to heaven; and are quite sure they 
need no instruction in that matter. But there are degrees in glory, 
and there are those who shall be more immediately in the presence of 
God and the Lamb than others ; and such will be those who, through 
faith, and patience, and labour, and doctrine, shall have been qualified 
to hold converse as counsellors in eternity of the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world. Just as in our own monarchy, those stand 
nearest the sovereign who, through their own perseverance, care, industry, 
and studious diligence in the laws of their country, attain to a ripe under
standing therein, and thus become capable of advising, and worthily 
representing the Sovereign in affairs of State ; so those who in this 
life have been most successful and diligent in stating and defending the 
doctrine of the King of kings, by which His kingdom is advanced 
and maintained upon earth, agreeably as He Himself prayed
" Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;"
will have qualified themselves more immediately to stand in His 
presence, and to be further employed in His service. For as Christ 
hath ascended into heaven, and taken again there His body with flesh, 
bones, and all things appertaining to the perfection of man's nature, so in 
the kingdom will His regenerate brethren accordingly stand next to 
Him in the degree in which the perfection of their understanding stands, 
as it has been exercised in His service, in this their time of probation 
and trial on earth. 

The closer we walk with Christ on earth, the nearer we shall be to 
Him in heaven. The more abundant our labours are for Him here, 
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the more honourable our recognition there. lt was tl1c conviction of 
thi~ truth that inspired and cnnerved the Apostles and the early Church 
to labour in Christ's s~rYice, even unto martyrdom, and it was ils 
perception which sustained the martyrs and the reformers of the Church 
in times of Gospel darkness and persccntion. How, through the 
prevalence of false doctrine, have not the Churches slumbered in this 
matt.er! Well may it he said that while the Bridegroom tar!·ied the 
virginf' >-lumbered and slept. Bnt I think, for the present, I must 
bring my ohserrntions to a close. I notice that my late friend, lVIr. 
William Garrard, has entered into his rest, that is, rest from the burden 
of the flesh, not from lahour, for Christ saith, "l\Iy Father worketh 
hitherto, and l work" (John,. 17); intimating, plainly enough, that 
heawn is not a place of inaction but of constant employment. We 
must, therefore, giYe Jehovah hearty thanks that it hath _pleased Him 
to deliver our hrother out of the miseries of this sinful world, beseeching 
Him that it may please Him shortly to accomplish the number of His 
elect, to hasten His kingdom, and to give us grace so to follow the good 
example of those His servants, who have departed this life in His faith 
an<l fear, that we with them may be partakers of His heavenly kingdom. 
And to which, in His own time, may the Eternal of Hosts be pleased to• 
grant us an abundant entrance. So, Christian comrade, salutes thee,. 
Elijah the Prophet. 

Chelmsford, April 1, 1874-. 

WHAT MONEY WILL .AND WILL NOT DO. 

BRIGJIT gold will buy us food and clothes, 
.A. bed on which to seek repose, 
.A. house to shelter, fuel to warm, 
And something every sense to·charm. 
Obedient servants to attend, 
.Ann many a one we call a friend ; 
But money will not purchase sleep, 
An appetite, or from us keep 
The sufferings dire that sickness brings, 
Or quench the dart that conscience stings. 
It will not buy the faithful friend, 
Whose friendship knows no selfish end; 
It will not buy a grateful heart; 
It will not love to God impart ; 
It will not lengthen life's short road: 
It will not make our peace with God. 
Material things are bought and sold; 
But these have not a price in gold. 
If men were wise, they would not try 
These priceless gifts with gold to buy ; 
Nor barte1· them for all the gold 
'l'hnt F.ngland owns a thousand-fold. 

March l2t.h, 1874. RoDlm'l' Du«CAII. 

How remarkable it is that the work of regeneration by the Holy 
'7host is so suited to our condition: it is that mighty unseen power which 
toucheth the unseen part of man. "The wind bloweth where it ,Jisteth, 
and re hear the sound thereof," but its coming and going you know not. 

• • 
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THE ROOTS OF THE FREE-WILL HERESY. 

( Continued jrom page 115). 

WE here quote still further Mr. Daniel Allen's earnest Protest 
against the Denial of Man's Total Depravity in the Fall. Mr. 

Allen, the Pastor of Castlereigh street Baptist Church in Sydney, has 
dug down nearly to the root of this source of all fatal errors. Let us 
carefully read another short chapter from Mr. Allen's lecture. He 
says:-

" The next awful place in which we find this denial of man's total 
depravity is the Church of Rome-from her first apostacy to the 
present day. At the Council of Trent they cursed the Reformers with 
'candle, book, and bell,' for believing in the total depravity of man, 
saying, ' If any one shall affirm that, since the fall of Adam, man's free
will is lost and extinguished;' 'That all works done before justification, 
in what way soever they are done, are properly sin, or deserve the dis
pleasure of God, &c.-Let such an one be accursed.'-Toplady, p. 70. 
No sane, honest mind can look into the region of the deniers of this doc
trine, and not see abundant evidence of its truth. 

"The next place in which we find these deniers of total depravity is 
in Holland, in the followers of Arminius, at the Synod of Dort, 1618, 
whose third point was: ' That mankind was not totally depraved, and 
that depravity does not come to them by virtue of Adam's being their 
public head.'-Even's Sketches, p. 1'16. 

"The Reformers and King James's Bishops opposed this third point 
of the Arminians, by their third point, thus stated, 'That mankind are 
totally depraved in consequence of the fall; and by virtue of Adam 
being their public head.'-Even's Sketches, p. 138. 

"All the writings of Augustine, Alypius, Ambrose, Jerome, and the 
orthodox Bishops in Rome, Africa, and Asia, with the decisions of the 
Councils against Pelagius and Celestins, his companion, may be surri
med up in the following :-

" 'The letter of the African Council in which Aurelius, of Carthage, 
presided, and which was addressed to Innocent, of Rome, contains the 
following sentiments : "They, the Pelagians, attempt by their praises 
of free-will, to leave no room for the grace of God, by which we are 
Christians, the Lord saying, 'If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed.' They assert that the grace of God consists in this, that He bath 
so created the nature of man, that by his own will he can fulfil the law 
of God. The law itself, too, they reckon to belong to grace, because 
God hath given it for a help to men. But the real grace of God, by 
which a man is caused to delight in the law after the inner man, they 
will not acknowledge, though they dare not openly oppose it. Yet, 
what else do they in effect, while they teach that human nature is alone 
sufficient to enable men to obey the law? Not attending to the 
Scripture, 'It is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that sheweth mercy;' and, 'We are not sufficient of ourselves 
to think anything as of ourselves.' We beseech yon to observe the 
necessary consequence iof such opinions, namely, that we ~haw no 
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occasion, on their plan, to pray, that we enter not into temptation : nor 
had our Lord occasion to say to Peter, 'I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not.' He might have contented Himself with exhorting or 
commanding him to keep his faith. And, instead of saying to His 
disciples,' Watch and pray,' it would have sufficed to say,' Watch.' 
When St. Paul prays that the Ephesians might be strengthened with 
might in the inner man by His Spirit, they, in consistency with their 
plan, might have said, they migM be strengthened with might, by the 
ability of nature received in our creation. It follows, too, that infants 
need not to be baptized at all, as being perfectly innocent, and needing 
no redemption."-llhlner's Hist., Vol. II., pp. 201-2. 

(To be contin,r,cd.) 

WHITHER IS ENGLAND DRIF'TING? 

BOGATZKY wrote, in his time," Let us take heed to our own spirits, 
and keep close to the written Word, for as the latter times draw 

nearer, the more plausible will errors and seducements appear, both on 
your right hand and on your left. Beware of being drawn off from 
the truth, either by the worldly prudence of half-hearted professors, or 
by pretences to merit in the self-righteous Pharisee." 

The sneer of the old man, who is at ease in Zion, will, perhaps, again 
be cast upon us, but we shall not be arrested by any kind of contempt: 
the Word of the Lord is not fully and faithfully expounded to the 
people: popularized sentences are extracted, and they are made the . 
watchwords of thousands, who, we fear, are not realizing the Saviour's. 
promise. " When He, the Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide yon 
into all truth." The papers said, when Mr. C. H. Spurgeon was in 
the Market hall, at Accrington, July 8, of this year, he preached twice 
to immense congregations, nearly 5000 persons being present at each 
service, and hundreds being unable to gain admission. Mr. Spurgeon 
spoke strongly against Ritualism, and expressed a conviction that this 
country is going over to the worst form of heathenism. 

Ah l the country has been led on gradually toward this, and we 
have long trembled for the consequences arising from the amazing suc
cess attending the efforts of all the open-communion, free-will, duty
faith, and annihilation teachers, who now fill every city, town, village, 
and hamlet, wherein they can get a footing. God knoweth we cannot 
rejoice in any man's aggressive movements, who will throw away, 
or maketh light of, any New Testament doctrine, ordinance, or 
experience. We know we stand alone, and cannot sell the least morsel 
of truth. 

0 RIG IN AL HYMN. 

COME unto Me and be ye saved, 
Poor burdened sinner, come; 

For I am God, and besides Me, 
Of all to save there's none. 

I loved you long ere time began, 
Or ruined in the fall ; 

June 8th, 1874. 

Then to your rescue I woulcl come, 
Ah, notwithstanding all. 

Come now, poor sinner, look to Me, 
I've washed your guilt away; 

My own heart's blood I've shed for thee: 
I There's nothing more to pay. 

T.W. 
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PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESfl. 

Water Baptisni an Institution of 
H rist 1 By W. Blackley, M.A. London: 

odder and Stoughton. The author of 
this learned and respectable volume was 
the Vica: of Stanton, Salop. The subject 
of_ baptism having much exercised his 
~m~l, and, arriving at length to the con
v1ct10n that the Lord Jesus never institu
ted any such rite as water baptism, Mr. 
Blackley "resigned the preferment which 
he held, in order to be at liberty to pub
lish his views on the subject." What a 
eingular source of controversy, of strife, 
debate, and division has the Church of 
~ngland been to us poor, despised, mis
Judged Baptists! Messrs. Philpot, Tip
taft, Tryon, and others, left the Church 
of England, came over to the Strict Bap
tists, and stood for many years as earnest 
contenders for the validity of the ordinance 
of baptism by immersion ; but, by their 
extreme teachings and high spirits, pro
duced such divisions in our Churches as 
never in this age can be healed, unless 
it pleased the Lord to raise up some 
,mighty man of valour, to marshal the 
11cattered armies of Israel, and to gather 
them under that one only banner, "De
termined to know nothing among men 
but Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 
Now we have a gentleman who leaves the 
Church of England, coming forth with the 
-declaration that, for 1800 years and more, 
.all who have observed the ordinance of 
baptism, either by sprinkling or immersion, 
have been nothing more nor less than 
blind leaders of the blind; for neither the 
Lord nor His .Apostles ever instituted or 
commanded any such rite to be observed. 
If Mr. Blackley is a true witness, we feel 
'Wicked enough to wish he had lived, and 
had made this discovery many centuries 
ago, If Mr. Blackley has been led into 
the real mind of Goel in this matter, he 
has .had an honour conferred upon him 
which has been withholden from thousands 
·of God's most holy servants in all the 
ages of the New Testament dispensation ; 
'but we must ex11mine for ourselves; we 
must plead with the Lord for His il
luminating and confirming testimony; and 
this we will give our readers as early as 
possible. It is perfectly astonishing how 
busy men are now in writing and pub
lishing their convictions, that all our 
fathers in the faith were blind, and all 
the branches of their faith were delusions. 
Let us hear what the Spirit saith unto 
the Churches. 

Romanizing Germs: are there any in 
the Prayer Book? Prayer Book Revision 
Society, 17, Buckingham street, Strand. 
This sixpenny pamphlet shows clearly 
that the source and strength of Dr. Pusey's 
school is the Prayer Book: it "contains 
germs of destructive doctrines:" hence, 
" Romanism, like a subtle poison, is cours
ing through our body ecclesiastic." :VIany 
of " the clergy are struggling under stress 
of conscience, tortured with doubts as to 
their duty." Poor fellows! No doubt 
some are, but the time is come when the 
clergy must either give up home, living, 
and all earthly prospects, or bow clown to 
the beautiful gods of Vanity Fair. "Ro
manising Germs" is more honest than the 
Hackney Turn-over, who considers the 
processions and musical entertainments 
may be very devotional. Jesus said twice 
to Peter, "Follow Me." In spirit, in 
doctrine, in worship, in ordinances, let us 
follow the Master, and not those who, in
stead of plainly and powerfully preaching 
" Christ ancl Him crucified," are carrying 
their people over to idolatry. We say it 
is high time to awake out of sleep. 

"The Archbishop a Papist after all '." 
James Colwell was a university man, a 
thorough, stern, and learned Protestant 
in Oxford, at the time poor old Archbishop 
Cranmer was frightened into a temporary 
recantation of Protestantism. Over 300 
years ago, James Colwell, speaking of the 
Church of England, said, "Papery and 
mass are in again : woe be to the land. 
On one side there is weakness, on the other 
side treachery. Men are changing their 
religions as if they were their coats . .All the 
Popish abominations are set up again: 
mass, purgatory, painted saints, and mock
ery." This, as the Day of Days for June 
shows, was the state of things 300 years 
ago; and the same reaction is again.,c~m
ing into England. Only wait until dear 
Victoria is some years more advanced in 
life, or until the throne is occupied by 
those more congenial to the Romanizers; 
and then to what severe tests our children 
may be put, and how far they will prove 
faithful, Heaven alone can declare. Let 
us leave them all the warnings and words 
of holy wisdom we possibly can. 

Mr, W. J. Orsman's Golden Lane 1vli.,
sion. London: Passmore and Alabaster. 
This is a "Brief Statement of the Twelve 
Years'Voluntary Evangelistic work carried 
on after office hours among the coster
monger&, &o., in the neighbourhood of Old 
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f;trcct and Golden Lane.'' The noble I Vice. Copies of this pamphlet may be had 
Earl of Shaftesbury is president of this from W. Llewelyn, Esq., 280, South Hill 
enterprise; and we heartily recomllle11d all Park road, Liverpool. '.l'he 1·evivnls in 
benevolent and well-disposed friends to Scotland are fairly reviewed, tho dignity 
humanity to rend this report, and by all and the duty of true Christian women, 
means in thnir power to go nnd assist. in with facts illustmtive of their valour, and 
this laudable, charitable, and essential t.hcir victory over vice, are themes of great 
work. Like the .Apostle Paul, Mr. Orsman interest in this book. From every quarter 
confers 1101 with flesh and blood; he has tidings reach us of the working out of 
gone, and is still going, into the dens of some schellle to drive the devil and all his. 
the ·lllost degraded of the heathen, and by agents from the face of the earth. But 
every kind of instrumentality, labours in- when the State grants a licence for tho 
cessantly, under God's blessing, to lift continuance of a death-snare in our cities, 
the poor out of the dust, and to take the it is illlperative upon all moral philoso
beggar off from the dunghill; and by the phers, be they men or women, to unite 
mercJ of the Holy One uf Israel, to stop together to resist such a patented perver
them in their dreadful career of ignorance, sion of power. Josephine E. Butler has, 
iniquity, and ruin. We thank the Lord in this pamphlet, sent forth some burning 
for raising up such excellent pioneers as thoughts, which we trust will set on fire 
Mr. Orsman and his co-workers. thousands of cold and lukewarm hearts. 

"The Ragged Church and Chapel The Lodge Supplan~s tlie Gliiwoli. So· 
Union." 'We have received a proof of the Henry Varley tells us they say in .America .. 
Twenty-fa·st Annual Repo,·t of tlw Ragged .And this, we have seen, will be the case, in 
Church and Chapel Union, which, in a measure, if Good Templars succeed. But 
general point of view, is an interesting Henry Varley has left the Order, and in 
document; but when we enter into the his tract he tells us" Wliy." Mr. Varley·s. 
thrilling details of its self-denying efforts penny pamphlet should be read carefully 
and results, we are too much amazed to be by all who know the value of heaven
able adequately to describe its valuable revealed truth. The visible Church has, 
services. Most sincerely do we believe that for years, been going over toward th& 
thousands, yea, hundreds of thousands of world in her amusing meetings, cere
pounds are thrown away in the erection monies, and advancement of thought.. 
of gorgeous tabernacles, which are seldom, Templarism looks like the world coming 
if ever, filled; while, for the support of a over on to a broad platform of semi
society like this, it is often difficult to ob- religious worship. "Upon such a foun-. 
tain the necessary funds. In this-the dation," says Mr. Varley, "you can only 
largest city in the world-there are build a superstructure of confusion.". In 
hundreds of thousands of intelligent the professing · Church there is confusion 
beings who are sunk down into the lowest enough already ; yea, it is nearly all cone 
conditions of misery and poverty. We fusion. Let us watch and be sober in, 
ask our friends to obtain this " Report," every sense. 
to read its many pages through carefully, CAMBs.-.A Memoir has been written of 
and if the grace and kind providence of a minister who "never rested." It is sent 
God has held them up in circumstances of out as a wonder. Our pastor works hard 
comparative comfort, and with a good all the six clays. On Sundays he preaches 
hope of a happy home in the glory-world, in our large chapel three times. . He at
then we beseech of them to remember, to tends to funerals between the servwes; and 
pray for, and to put forth a hand to help eit~er church-meeti~gs or Lord's-~upper 
the thousands of their fellow-men who besides. We call hun our labourmg ox, 
are all but "buried in sorrows and for he doth well tread out the corn. 
in sins," yea, "at hell's dark door they On the Table Waiting. "Exit-Pulpit: 
lay;" but the Ragged Church and Chapel Examination of our Pastor touching hi~. 
Union is most industriously working to Retirement." In some cases, the officers 
enable many of these poor wretches to referred to are-(least said, soonest 
sing: mended). The Retirement, in chapters. 

"Now we a11se by grace Divine, Mr. Stovel's Opening .Address has some 
'fo see a happier day." strong points; the veteran Baptist Pre-' 

No Christian man or womun in this world sident is still potent in intellect, vivid 
should withhold their mite from this truly in imagination, and looks and speaks as. 
"Good Samaritan" band of workers in though he had yet much to do. Yates. 
London's awful city. and Alexande,· have published this in-

.A startling pamphlet has come to us augural address.-Comin_q to Jesu.,. A 
from Liverpool, bearing the followingtitle, sermon, by Arthur Wilcockson (publish~d 
Some Tl,ou_qlits on tlte Present Aspect of the by R. Banks). Ou1· brother W. (if this 
Crusade again.,·/ tJ,, State Rrgulation ~f sermon is a fHil' sample) must be on the 
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l''"''i ,,,.,.a of the heavenly world. It 
'I'" ,·I,'"" with gems of glory, and is full 
,,r , 1,,, fire of Jesus' love.-Arminiani,m 
/·,, !'"·· ·l: Mr. Brindley's Pamphlet Re
(,,1 .. d hy a Preacher of the Trut.h, &c. (to 
,,,, 1,,.,; of R. Banks for one penny), Some 
,,J,,,·J.' 11rnn in Oxford has been nagging at 
-·l,·,·1 '""· Young Samson hM slain him 
,,· it I, I i,e jawbone of an ass; but error of 
.. ,,,,._,. ,ize and shade is phamix-like just 
""". Sane t!te Cltilclren: a Sermon, by 
1 ·1,,.,-1 ... ,. Garrett (published by F. E. 
J.,.,,~J,·.'/', 39, ·warwick lane). Indeed, it 
i, t i "'e. to cry out, "Save the Chlldren ! " 
W ,. 11 oould that Charles Garrett, or some 
,.,,.,.,, ,nighty fellows could sound this like 
, Ii" 111,0r into millions of homes where 
,. ,. ,. " J•;nglish, Scotch, and Irish children 
,..-e .,11ffering slow murder by wholesale. 
ll•1·,,,-e any other enterprize, let us all, to 
,, "'"'L not only shout unto, but unite by 
rne""·'- holy, hearty, and heaven-like, to 
·' ;;.,.y,. the Children! "-Justice Lush on 
Hi hie l'ranslation Society we will print if 
,,o,.,ible.-Tlte Rock, The Baptist, and Th.e 
_1·,,,.,.o,1for11,ist all furnish reports of the 
.rn-,·olled May-meetings. We have re
•i<'we,i them; they all speak of plenty of 
µeo1,k plenty of faith, and lots of money. 
R•lig,on has beenmarchingaboutLondon 
d 11 ,·i "'5 the last few weeks in demonstra-
, io•n of zeal and activity beyond anything 
,, , ,. ,. hsheld befor~. Charity hopeth they 
,11,•.a11 "ll they •ay, and a good deal more. 
W -• ,, 1·e persuaded the day is come when 
,,.,e ",iited Christian army should go forth 
:11 , 1,,, strength of their faith in Jesus, 
111·ea,•h.ing His Gospel eve1·ywhere. 

. i Story of Five Years, by Dr. Talmage, 
o,,, 1·111Ls all the demonstrations of popu-
1.,·it:• and of prosperity we ever read be
t'11,·e. Tl1e Christian Age, in its weekly and 
-,,, .. 11, lily issues, gives the English people 
,.1.,,,, p ,1.nd varied budgets of .American Di
v i i,i 1,". wherein we see that Henry Ward 
H,,·.+ier and Thomas De Witt Talmage 
",-.• t Im two pulpit giants of the United 
,, ,, i ,., : and Messrs. Dickinson and Higham 

:1 ,·,-· ,.n,1bling them to walk through the 
,·i I ie,. : owns, ancl villages of Great Britain, 
b, 111 •·.ins of this penny weekly paper, The 
I. '/,,·i.,, ,.in Age. Oratorical talent was 
11e,•c,· ,o plentiful as it is in these clays; it 
,.,.,,,,. !etched a higher price than it does 
, ",..,.. ffow far the kingdom of Christ is 
ad 1 "ll,·~cl and established by it; how far 
, 1,,. -•p1l"itual part of the Church of God is 
',.,1 h, it, we cannot form any judgment. 
'I'!,.•,··· are many mighty armies, with 
J ,.,.,I,. 1·• of great mental and ministerial 
!'"" r, :md ability, going forth agt1inst the 
I'"'' ·:1·.• of darkness; but they nre almost 
" ,,.,,,.,1 opposed to the bulwarks of our 
,.,. i: Ii. ,T ohn Bun van said there was a class 
,ii' 111_.,,, for ryei·y ·age; soiue were founcln-

tion men; then came altar men ;.after 
them would come gathering and building 
men. So far as these workers in our times 
are winning and bi-inging souls really a.nd 
truly unto Christ, even so far are they in
strument.ally fulfilling the ancient predic
tion, "Unto Hirn shall the gathering of 
the people be." Into the depths of that 
gathering and vital uniting we ca.nnot look • 
Between the Evangelists and the Roma.n
ists there is so much work and noise, we 
are almost frightened with fear for the 
issues. V{ e only are confident that the 
Lord rcigneth, and that with the righteous 
it must be well. 

Th.e Rock, and its weekly supplements, 
have furnished excellent reports of the 
annual meetings; but its chief excellence 
is found in its powerful leaders, throwing 
open the abuses in the .Anglican, as well as 
in the Papal hierarchy. 

New Issues. - Robert Banks, Racquet 
court, Fleet street, is now publishing a 
shilling edition of Joseph Hart's hymns, 
printed in clear type, on durable paper, 
bound strongly, with Ha1·t's experience, 
memoir, supplement,&c. "\Ve quite admire, 
and can highly recommend this shilling 
edition, to be had only of R. Banks; of 
whom also may be had Zion's Witness for 
June, with a sermon by Arthur Triggs, 
which made us think we could hear the 
once noble Devonshire divine, so natural 
did this printed discourse of his come to 
our heart. Over thirty-two years ago we 
heard him in Waterloo road, when it was 
said, Triggs would shake J,unes Wells'a 
congregation ; the same as is now said, 
Thomas Bradbury will thin the Surrey 
Tabernacle. .Arthur Triggs went to Gower 
street, and then home to Plymouth, finally 
to our old pulpit in Crosby row; James. 
Wells went on with lots of people: neither 
.Arthur Triggs, C. H. Spurgeon, nor any 
one else hurt him, until poor Rahab was 
made a bone of contention. Zion's Wit
ness for June contains the best discourse 
of Thomas Bradbury's we have yet seen. 
-No. 6 of "William Flack"s Cl,ri,,tian 
Pathway is as siwple as a child, and as 
sweet as new milk.-The Sword ancl Trowd 
for June says the Strict Baptists in 
.America are shaking their fists c.t C. H. 
Spurgeon ; but he has no mind to fight yet. 
Some clever and useful papers, with com
mon-sense notes, fill the pages of this ex
cellent monthly; perhaps the moat pointed 
of all is " Fragments of Pope1·y among 
Nonconformists." - "Look at the Angel 
and leave off Thrl\shing theAss," in Che,•ring 
fVords for June, expressc'S our feelings 
exactly; this littlP month!)- carries forth 
some nice tiny bits. \\ e like Clien·ing 
1Vorcls, because it is ueid1e1· conceited nor 
sulky, nor does it atternpt anyt.hing lik" 
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mock mocll'sty. But we wieh om· renders 
to judge of its merits fo1· themselves.
" Grandmother Reading her Bible " is 
·seen in a large picture in Old .Tonatlwn 
for June, with letters of homo truth and 
heart-feeling for the aged and the young. 
--Old George ('Hcnny was one of our 
writers in our Kentish weeklies: a fine 
man in his day; but the (i-ai·dcnc,·'s Maga
zine for June gives a true memoir of him, 
he having gone to his grave in May, having 
l.ived more than eighty years in this world. 
Gardener's 1vlaga::ine is growing very rich. 

"The Bishops and the Clergy."~. 
Spencer, the Vicar of St.. Matthew's, Mary
lebone, has received letters from the 
Bishop of London, reproving him for 
speaking in Gordon Forlong's church ; but 
Dr. Spencer,.being a faithful and earnest 
preacher of the Gospel, replied to the 
Bishop of London with great firmness, 
feeling assured he was on the right side in 
endeavouring to stem the advances of the 
erroneous floods now overspreading our 
1and. The correspondence between the 
Bishop of London, Dr. Spencer, and 
others, has been published by the Pro
testant Evangelical Mission, and for one 
penny can be had from their offices, 5, 
Racquet court, Fleet street. The 'ques
tion is now raised, "Can a minister of the 
Church of England preach the Gosperbe
yond the limits of his own parish?" See
ing there are now so few who either know 
the Gospel, or have any commission from 
on high, and qualification for preaching 
Christ's Gospel, we ask, what archbishop, 
'bishop, or dean shall dare to shut a Ii ving 
minister up within the limits of a little 
parieh ? If the bishops have any power 
to hinder their clergy from going forth 
-everywhere preaching the glorious Gospel, 
the sooner their lordships are compelled 
to learn that that power cannot be exer
cised in these times, the better. All 
Englishmen who prize their liberties must 
stand by Dr. Spencer, for the battle is 
begun. 

Pleasing, instructing, and superior in 
<,xecution is the Pictorial World. Besides 
the current weekly illustrations, the third 
part contains a large engraving on plate 
paper of our admirable Queen Victoria, 
fit for framing. Pictorial World pub
lishing office, 63, Fleet street. 

The Interpreter, Part XVII., by C. H. 
Spurgeon, is spangled 0Yer with bright 
'little notes, as true as the Word itself. 
London : Passmore and .Alabaster. 

William, Emperor of Germany, must 
'be, if we may judge of his portrait in the 
Pictorial World, one of the grandest 
·specimens of manhood to be found in any 
part of the civilized world. His forehead 

is a beautifully-framed mountain of mar
ble, with streams of intellectual power ancl 
gravity flowing through the e;res, and all 
pm·ts of the lower frontispiece. This 
great, and we hope, <10011 old German 
King, is going on for 78, having steadily 
progressed from a soldier's life to the mon
archy of Germany. The shilling part of 
the Pictorial World is perfectly handsome 
and excellent in every branch. It is pub
lished at 63, Fleet street. 

"Charity to Priests is like Chm·ity to 
Tigers and Rattlesnakes." So saith the 
Editor of the Sword and Trowel, in July 
issue. "Priests,'' continues the writer, 
"have their civil rights; no one wishes to 
deprive them of these: but as to being at 
all velvetey in our speech concerning thAm, 
we are not to the manner born, aml shall 
never learn it." In the same number, the 
Editor gives the Congregationalists some 
plain words. He says they " are straying 
from the old orthodoxies. One of them 
informs us that the wicked will be annihi
lated, and another that they will be ulti
mately restored. Which are we to believe? 
Our own intention is to labour with all 
our might to save men from everlasting 
punishment.'' We fear that many of the 
Baptists are as far gone as the Congre
gationalists. 

"The Lord Save us from all Bitterness 
and Bigotry of Spirit!" 'l'his Christ-like 
prayer is from the pen and heart of C. H. 
Spurgeon, in the nineteenth part of the 
Interpreter (published by Passmore and 
.Alabaster). In Cambridge, the other clay, 
an elderly divine abused us, because we 
recommended all we find good in Mr. 
Spurgeon's writings. We go not out of 
our way to do this. Books, magazines, 
pamphlets, &c., come to us in the or~ina~·y 
way for notice. We spend much time m 
carefully examining them ; ancl, without 
the least shadow of self-interest or party
feeling, wo gladly express our pleasure at 
findina so much of holy and godly truth 
and d~cision, as any intelligent ancl im
partial mind may discover in this valuable 
quarto for family worship. 

The Despair of Soi·row, and tlte Sorrow 
oj Despair.-A Sermon by the Rev. John 
Richardson, M.A. of Camden Church, Cam
berwell. London: William Hunt and Co. 
The title of this discourse is enough to 
draw all he,.rts toward it, who have 
sorrowed almost, if not quite, to despair; 
while light and careless souls would turn 
from it with indifference. Tlie difficult 
case of Hagar and her poor boy, when 
sent from Abraham's house, is wisely 
turned to advantage : and some domestic, 
spiritual, and practical lessons are drawn 
out in a sweet and holy manner. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

SYMPATHY WITH OUR SISTER CHURCHES IN AUSTRALIA. 

WHOEVER may carefully study the map and maintaining their just rights and privi
of New South Wales, or the Australian leges as a denomination, and to express their 
Colonies, cannot fail to be amazed at the im- sympathy for us in our struggle. I can 
mense amount of country yet to be explored, assure you such a recognition and sym
possessed, inhabited, cultivated, and planted pathetic feeling, on the part of our brethren 
with Gospel Churches, and evangelized by at home, would be very refreshing and en
heaven-instructed ministers and helpers in couraging to us in our efforts for the spread 
the faith. We have only as yet set our foot of the truth. 
on the borders of this gigantic part of the I wish the six letters of correspondence 
earth; but its cities, ports, towns, and vii- betwixt J as. Greenwood and Daniel Allen 
!ages are numerous, and its population, per- (published in Sydney Morning Herald) 
haps, over two millions. Its Churches and could have beeu re-published in the Earthen 
pastors, who truly represent "the truth" Vessel. Our brethren at home would then 
revealed in the Word of God, and as realized have had some idea of the nature of the 
by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the people struggle betwixt us and the Yea and Nay 
of God are, comparatively, very few; their Baptists. However, we have abundant cause 
struggles are heavy, their discouragements for thankfulness to the God of all mercy for 
many: they require our warmest sym- His lovingkindness in enabling us to triumph 
pathies; they sincerely ask for our united over all our opposers, though they have 
prayers; and again we express our hope that striven bard, and left no stone unturned, in 
one or more large meetings of True Baptist order to defeat our purpose; but " He 
ministers, members, and friends might be maketh the wrath of man to praise Him, 
convened in London, and in other parts of and the remainder of wrath He will re
this favoured Goshen, from whence con- strain." 
gratulatory epistles might be sent to our We held our first annual meetings on 
devoted and beloved brethren, who are work- Wednesday and Thursday, March 25 and 26. 
ing together in love, faith, and hope, for the Brother Allen will forward you a copy of the 
advancement of that knowledge which is report and address delivered by him on the 
essential to the salvation of our follow-men. occasion. Our prospects are very encourag-

We have thrown out this hint before; we ing. The Earthen Vessel is spreading and 
have waited to see who would step forward conve}ing the seeds of truth far into the 
and lead on the movement. No response has interior of this colony; who can tell the 
been made. We ask three simple ques- amount of good it may be the means (ac
tions:- companied by the convicting and converting 

I. Will our readers carefully read the fol-, power of God the Holy Ghost) oJ accom-
lowing notes? I plishing ? 

2. Shall we be silent unto our sister At the end of February, brother Allen 
Churches in Australia? or, I made a tour to Braid wood, tor the purpose of 

3. Will any godly me11 come forward and organizing the Particular Baptist Church 
help us to convene a public assembly in Lon- there, preaching the recognition services, and 
don on the last Monday in the month of lecturing. He had been frequently invited 
September, 1874? We shall be glad to hear to visit them for that purpose by our dear 
from any who may believe it to be the privi- aged brother Sutherland, who has been offici
lege of true Christians to express their fel- ating as their minister ever since he built 
lowship with, and friendship toward, their the church, some five years ago; but they 
brethren who are of the same faith in the had never been formed into a C!mrch, simply 
distant parts of the earth. meeting for worship, breaking of bread, and 
GREAT MEETINGS AT BRAIDWOOD : baptizing. I have enclosed copies ot two 
M W letters from our aged brother. With refer-
. R. DANIEL ALLEN'S ORK THERE. ence to the service and lectures couducted bv 

Our excellent correspondent. and Christian brother Allen, at Braid wood, he informed us, 
brother, Mr. Seth Cottam, says:- after his return, that, notwithstanding the 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-! nm sure inclemency of the weather, the tea meeting 
the friends of truth in England take a deep ( which was held on the evening of the fol
interest in the progress of truth in these, lowing day after bis arrival) was quite 
parts. : crowded; one half the company having to 

I see by the January number of the Vessel wait until the other half had finished, and 
you express a hope that n public meeting of, that there was no less than 150 saddle-horses 
the Particular Baptists in London will be tethered outside, belonging to frieutls that 
held early in the year, for the purpose of had come to the meetiug from 11 distance ot 
recognizing undcong·rntulntingtheirbrcthren ten, twenty, thirty, anti even forty miles, a 
in this colony on forming themselves into , large number ot them beiug ladies, booted 
an association for the purpose of asserting ' and spurred, and some of them with chilrlreu 
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at the breast. Such was their ea11;erness aud 
determination to hear the man they had 
heard so much about, that larg·e numbers of 
them took lodgini.s in the town and remained 
the whole of the time that brother Allen was 
there: he says he never saw such a sig·ht in 
his life, and that be will never be able to for
!!'et it as long as he lives. 

I would here state that Braid wood, with 
its surrounding- district, was, some nine or 
ten years ago, rturing· what we call the bush
ranging era, the great centre and hot-bed of 
bushrangers-tbe plague-spot of the colony; 
robbery and murder being almost a daily 
'OCcurrence, and so effectually were the 
criminals sheltered frolll the avengfog arm 
·of the law, that the whole district was con
sidered tainted, so that our Legislature passed 
an Act, whereby all persons convicted of 
harbouring or in any way as.sisting a bush
ranger, were to be sentenced to two years' 
bard labour and all their property confiscated. 
This law had the desired effect, for it very 
speedily and very effectually put down that 
species of crime. But what a different state 
of things exist there now; we may, with 
wonder, exclaim, "\Vhat bath God 
wrought' " Instead of their being the 
aiders and abettors of criminals, they appear 
to be bung·ering after the Word of life. The 
field seems ripe for the harvest of the Gospel. 
Oh! that we had but some faithful, earnest 
labourers that we could send into their 
midst ; but our hope is in the " Lord of the 
harvest," who can and will, in His own good 
time, µrovide labourers for the work, when 
we feel assured that an abundant ingather
ing to His garner will be the result. Hasten 
the time, 0 Lord, for Thy great mercy's 
sake, and Thou sbalt have all the praise and 
glory. Yours truly, in the boncls of Christian 
Jove, SETH COTTA:\!. 

Camper<lown, Sydney, 
Anril 16, 1874. 

[Have ·we no young men valiant enough 
and sufficiently enduPd with grace and 
spiritual !?,"ifts to i;:o forth into this wide
spreading harvest ? J 
Surely our English Churches will read 

with holy pleasure the following notes from 
the venerable pastor of Braidwood Baptist 
Church in Australia; and therein, certainly, 
they will find blessed evidences of the great 
fact, "Where sin abounded, grace doth much 
more abound." 
To the Deacons and Mem hers of the Baptist 

Church, Castlereagh street, Sydney. 
DEAR BRETHREN IN THE LORD JESUS, 

-Grace, mercy, peace, and love rest upon 
you collectively and individually from the 
Lord. It is with unfeigned thanks that I 
have to acknowledge the kind condescension 
and Christian love you have so clearly dis
played, by permitting and encouraging our 
dear brother D. Allen to visit us poor, de
spised, and outlandish ones, to set before us 
many glorious truths which we formerly only 
saw through a glass darkly; but now, for 
our stabilitv and growth in all the graces 
necessary for our salvation, he has clearly 
explained anrl, in love, enforced, that, by the 

grace of God :the Holy Ghost resti"c 1,,.,,,, 
him so abundantly, and, we trust, fro,n hiu, 
to us, they will be en11;raven on our ~011 I, "' 
with a steel pen, never to be erase,I. \' r.,. 
my dear friends, throug·h his instrunw11tnli1., 
the true lig·ht of the g·lory of God '"" ,,,,,;, 
and will lie shed abroad upon tlw d:ork. 
heathen places of this idolatrous land. I ""' 
truly sorry, and so are we all, that h,, ,lu tir.• 
in your midst neces.sitates so short a -i 11 ,. 

with us; but I hope and trust thnt rhi• i, 
only the beginning· of many such vi,; t,. I 1 

he is spared and conducted back to , . .,,, li, 
the good hand of our God, it will gr.,,; th rri
joice your hearts to hear from him of' , I tt 
very kind reception he met with, ~ud the 
gTeat value put upon his address, """ · hi, 
sermons of yesterday, to a full Cburieh, an,1 
at the tea meeting we were filled to ove1·. 
flowing. Glory be to the great J<'o11tain
Head from whence all our blessin!\~ Row ; 
and I feel happy in the thought tbat lie ,viii 
return to you in a measure of healrh ano 
strength much improved and invi!;'ot'ate<i. 
Believe me, ever to remain, your · since,·, 
brother in the Lord Jesus, 

W~L SUTHER .,\;':I). 

Braidwood, March 2, 1874. 

To Mr. Daniel Allen. 
MY EVER AND VERY DEAR 1JR01'ffEk 

ALLEN,-Grace, mercy, love, and p,,,we in 
abundance I pray you and all clear , o yo" 
may possess. I herewith send you the paper• 
you desired me to prepare ; but I fem·, li-o,,, 
my entire ignorance of the duties, I have 
performed my task very unsatisfactorily ; how
ever, necessity has no law in the ""'"· 1 
have no references or instructor, tberPfore 1 
hope you will have patience grarr ,c,I to 
struo-gle through them, if found wo,·th 1,,.. 
trouble, and that my dear brethren, to whon, 
I send my sincere; heartfelt, Cln·i.,1iall 
love, with efil'llest prayers and best wi,1,e,, 
that the gracious Lord, whom we serv,..., n1r1.~· 

display His power and love in theit· rnidst, 
by the Holy Spirit instructing them how rn 
work together in love, being of one m intl i" 
Christ Jesus; that their proceedings, lieli tie
rations, and resolves may be so acceptable i" 
His sight, as to be engraven and enrolled in 
the archives of heaven, never to be 1·:,rwelle•I 
or erased. 

I hope to hear from you on yom ,.,, u ri:, 
giving me all the good news. I am hupp:· 
to inform you that your visit here h;1, ,ri veu 
general satisfaction. Oh! that you may, h.,· 
the lovingkindness of our Goel, be ,oou lerl 
to visit us again, for the field seem• 'I ui re 
lost for want of good and faithful ,.,,aper,. 
•• How long! 0 Lord! how long'·· Oh i 
my age and growing infirmities! B11r I ,1,., 
and, I trust, ever will, earnestly, fait/11'1111!·. 
and perseveringly pray for yon to lw 
strengthened in body and mind to pierlorn, 
the onerous duties laid upon you. His p,·,,
mise is sure and sweet: "According iu .,·011 r 
clay of trial shall there be wisdom 11 '"' 
strength given." I desire your pra,·,,,., fo, 
spiritual health. 

My"dear friend I believe I shall 1,.,ve "' 
bless the Lord tl1rough the endle~• ""''' ol 
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eternity that I ever wns led to make your 
ncqunintnnce. I was blind before, but now, 
on many necessary truths, I nm convinced J 
see. I must, for the present, bid adieu. I 
trt1st the sparkling eyes of true affection, 
with the smooth and enticing tongue of love, 
will act as cords to bind you all in one mind 
and spirit in nil things. To render unto God 
all the glory is, ancl ever will be, the prayer 
of your affectionate brother in Jesus, 

WM. SUTHERLAND. 
Braidwood, March 18, 1874. 

NEW SOUTH WALES PARTICULAR 
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

" The Second Report " of the above as
semby has come to band. It is a thick shil
ling pamphlet, of between forty and fifty 
octavo pages, and as full of interest, of in
formation, and of useful matter as it can 
hold. 

Mr. Daniel Allen is chairman of the asso
ciation; in fact, he is the recognised bishop 
of all the Particular Baptist Churches in 
that part of Australia, and his publications 
from the press give us the strongest possible 
evidence of superior endowments, fitting him 
for a work of great magnitude and of incal
culable value. His mind is richly stored, his 
memory is elastic and of great vigour, his 
heart is full of holy love to, and zeal for, his 
work ; his physical and spiritual powers are 
well balanced, and it becometh us to p1·aise 
the Lord for giving the A1,1stralian Churches 
a man-a Christian man, a Spirit-taught 
man, a brother in the Lord-whose every 
action and expression dedares that he means 
work, and is well qualified to carry his work 
out to. a successful issue. 

We would hurl to the winds, with the ut
most contempt, the insinuation that we are 
puffing off the man, or unduly exalting him. 
Perish for ever such a thought ! But we are 
so surfeited with poor little nothings; we 
have been so many years persecuted by, and 
afflicted with, numbers of almost brainless 
and assuming things, that when we can find 
a brother whose whole head, heart, soul, and 
mind are filled with the love and knowledge 
of God's Christ, of Christ's Gospel, of the 
Holy Ghost's anointing·s, and with an indu,
trious determination to go forth to his very 
utmost exalting the Saviour, expounding the 
covenant, exhibiting the Gospel, and exer
cising himself, in every possible manner, to 
benefit his fellow-men; when we can firmly 
grasp the hand of such a noble fellow in the 
Lord, we know no bounds to our joy; we 
wish to tell the whole world that we have 
found a man who is after God's own heart; 
one who has been to Bethlehem, has drank 
in the angelic glory, and is now giving him
self up entirely to the service of the Lord, 
shouting most intelligently and earnestly, 
" Behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people; " and as a 
multitucle of the heavenly host eame imme
diately with their chorus, saying·, " Glory to 
God in the hig·hest, and on earth, pence, 
good will toward men ; " even so shall a 
multitude of saved sinners bless God, as om· 
ancieut brother Sutherland cloes, for the 

blessed ministry of the energetic Daniel 
Allen. 

Letters from different part~ of Australia 
justify our zeal. But the letters and report 
must come in our next. review. Meantime, 
let m, if spared, speedily prepare for a noble 
demonstration of our sympathy with the 
Australian Churches. 

Letters respecting brother Thos. St.ring·er, 
we fear, are too late. Thomas is not willing 
to go so far, or he would be a mighty mis
sionary in the colonies. If the Surrey 
Tabernacle friends would send hrot her Thos. 
to Austr,tlia for one year, he would he a bright 
star in the colonies. 

A WALK IN THE LINCOLN 
CEMETERY. 

THE LAST OF JOHN BcNYAN'S LDIEAL 
DESCENDANTS. 

A Note to Mr. Robert Banks, Pastor of 
Egerton Postal Baptized Church, in 
the Eastern Division of the County of 
Kent. 
VENERABLE AND KIND BROTHER 

RoBERT,-When I was shut in a corner of 
a G. N. R. car at Lincoln this Saturday 
morning, June 27, 1874, I felt my mind 
running at once from this N. W. part of 
England down to your opposite S.E. corner 
of our beautiful native island; and, in your 
Havelock study, I thought I saw you silently 
seeking the Lord; and preparing for your 
ministerial labours to-morrow, in your now 
well-known pulpit at Egerton Fosta.1, while 
I am steaming through Lincolnshire, 
Northamptonshire, Hunts, and Herts, to 
London; and from thence to Aylesbury, 
Bucks, where, if the Lord's pleasure permit
teth, I am expected to-morrow to preach the 
Sunday school anniversary sermons, for 
which, as on Pastor Simpson's bed last night 
I lay, I tried to think a little, although our 
services last evening, in the Newland West 
meeting, lasted from between seven and 
eight until after ten. Of these Lincoln ser
vices I shall give you some few items, in 
orrler that you may know rhere are some 
believers in our Lord, and some who walk in 
the "ways and means" of His house, even in 
these Northern parts of our once Protestant 
En~land. 

At the present moment my mind diveth 
a little into that Scripture which ea.lied upon 
me in the night watches, wherein the cer
tainty of the words of truth are manifest; 
for, in that sublimely celestial and most 
lovely forty-fifth Psalm, the Lord unto His 
Church doth speak of 

The perpetuity of the kingdom of Christ, 
"Instead of 'Ihy fathers shall be thy 
children." 

With your careful mind, dear Robert, the 
study of the fathers would be a large theme 
for your many quiet hours; while I am 
swiftly hurling from coast to country, from 
one city to another, you and your darling 
rib-like another Abraham and Sarah-are, 
in the even tenor oflour way, calmly watch
ing the rapid flow o time which fulfils every 
day, somewhere or other, that terrible of all 
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teJo:ts, " The wicked is driven away in hi• I according to the election of irrace ·" and th& 
wickedness; but the righteous bath hope in Spirit softly ass_ ured my soul that {u Lincoln 
his death." there is a remnant, and it is "according to 

"Thy fathers!" Think of the Patriarchs the election of grace." Truly, so I found it. 
-the Judges-the Kings of Israel-the I But few people care for a remnant; and the 
Prophets-the_ Apostles-and the multitude g';and old 9athedral, "big Tom," Hi~h bridge, 
of g-reat, gracious, and godly men ( and as I city of Lm.coln, told me in unmistakeable 
now tarry at Peterborough, I think of some terms, that the people would have little to do 
I have known here, either with. the remnant or with me; hence 

But, from earth's service they have fled, my visit to Lincoln was not accompanied with 
They're reckon'd now among the dead, any such demonstrations of the people's 

Altho' they live on high.) I favour as would induce a desi!'e in me to 
How endless their variety! how blest their visit tiiat busy, agricultural, ecclesiastical 
labours ! bow I amen ted is their end ! ! and most wonderful seat and source of quack; 

Another line of thought in my text is, the' aud curative powers of almost every kind; 
instrumental part which the Church has to: but the Strict and New Testament Baptists 
take in the perpetuity of the Saviour's king- I appear to be few; while, l)owever, all parties 
dom on the earth:-" Which thou mayest, united to render our services a failure, I do, 
make princes in all the earth !" in my soul, most devoutly thank the _Lord, 

How can the Church of Christ make that I found heaven's remnant a deeply pious, 
princes of these her children? Ah! that is praying, and truly God-taught people. At 
a practical theme for your digestion and the formation of the Church, and recognition 
de,·elopment, my kind and faithful brother. of the Pastor, each one could and did tell 

" Practical theme" says the old Hunting- how, where, and when the Lord Himself 
tonian at Lincoln, " Why you are nothing began and carried on His work in their souls; 
but practical; there is no spiritual power in and a more united, blessed people shall not 
you ! ., easily be found. But of those special services 
· "That lack of spiritual power, sir, I almost I desire to give full note presently. 
daily mourn over. Can you tell me, sir, "I have learned," in a small measure, 
where, in Lincoln, you find this blessed, vital, " in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
soul-uplifting power?" content." Therefore, when I found that the 

"No! Mr. Earthen Vessel, I cannot tell two gentlemen who had promised to preside 
you. I never, now, go to bear anywhere, at our meeting had failed to do so, I felt quite 
unless Thorpe Smith comes to Lincoln. He content, because I never expect to find faith
is the only man I can hear at all, _so I stay at fulness to man, where faithfulness to God 
home." and Gospel is not found. So, again, when we 

"Suppose you think that when father found that the bills posted about Lincoln, 
William Huntington was called away, that announcing our services, bad, as far as we 
then the Gospel ministry died out?" could see, all been torn down, I felt quite 

"No, Mr. C. W. Banks, I do not say that content. There is a remnant, said I; with 
exactly. I say, I can't bear your wordy, them, through grace, I'll be content. When 
windy Jetter-men; so I stay at home." I I found a black man bad been engaged to preach 

"P~rdon me, sir, I remember Paul says- i in a large Gospel tent the same evening as I 
' Forsake not the assembling of yourselves , was to preach, and that the Huntingtonians 
too-ether as the manner of some is; ' that : and their co-workers had also brought down 
se~tence' 'as the manner of some is,' just fits' one of their strictest oi the Scribes, so that the 
you; but I fail to see anything in it for you· holy Jews shoul1 have no com~unity with 
but reproach implied." the poor Samaritans, I was qmte content. 

"How can I assemble with such a motley Yea, as I now approach London; and trust 
gTOUp as gather together here in our old , to-morrow to have one smile from the Lord 
city ?" : to cheer me in my otherwise heavy work, I 

"Do you really feel justirled in turning I am more than ever the contented 
vour back upon such men as Barrenger, C. W. BANKS. 
\\'m. Wilson of Billingboro', Tryon, his' Our services at Lincoln, and a true account 
brother-in-la~ and a host beside?" I of the last lineal descendant of John Bunyan, 

"I declinet~beartbem. Let that suffice." I in next chapter. 
"Have you beard rny beloved friend ~d I . 

brother, William Simpson, who preaches m, WOOBURN GREEN. -Our anmver
the West Newland weeting?" sary was Monday, June 15. E. Langford 

"Let rne ask you, Mr .. E_ditor, what I deliv~red two God-glo:ifYil!g . discourses, 
brought you to Lincoln at tb1S t1mE: ?" , causmg many hearts to smg. /or JOY. Wb~t 

"How far up the line are you gomg ?" a mercy to know that, while the Lord 18 

"I get out at ~rantham. Huntington, taking down one 'Yatchm~n after. ~nother 
did preach there in bis day, and even now;- from tb~ walls, He IS graciously :a1smg up 
but I must leave you, Good morning." others to blow the trumpet. Friends from 

"Good-bye·" thinks I, if there were no Reading and Wycombe came to bid us God 
more transpar~nt Christians than you, the speed. Those useful brethren, Martin, 
children would never be raised up to princes. Vinge, Varney, Brown, and others, were 

But as I was on my journey, last Wednes- there. It was the best anniversary we have 
dav from London to Lincoln, Paul's word bad for years. Brother R. Howard still 
w~ gently emphasized to me,." Even so, at stands by us. F. G. B. 
this present time also, there IS a remnant 
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"A LITTLE REVIVING IN OUR 
BONDAGE." 

DEAR BROTHER RTONE,-I thank you 
for kind sympathy while I was toiling all 
night at poor Johnson street, as you think. 
If those men of God and their families re
ferred to had come into the Church there 
would hnve been a good growing cause. You 
ask, Was the way clear to go in '! Answers 
some day, if ever the whole case come into 
daylight. In the meantime, let me give you 
·one of many letters to shew that although I 
felt I was either in Egypt or Babylon, I 
knew not which; the testimonies of others 
will shew " the Word of God was not bound." 

Here is a line or two out of one letter :
DEAR C. W. BANKs,-If I did not be

lieve that what I pen would be like bread 
cast upon the waters, I would not write at 
all .•... We must cast our net at His 
bidding; in the Lord's own time we shall 
reap, if we faint not, I state nothing but 
the simple truth; your preaching has been 
such to me as to make me acknowledge that 
there is no such thing with your God and 
my God as chance. For this last fortnight 
or more I have lost sight of that intense love 
to God that I have had aforetime, and have 
asked the Lord to reveal Himself, and make 
me know and understand more of His loving
kindness. Doth not God answer the prayer 
of the poor and needy? He does. I thought 
when yotf' took your text you had lighted 
npon the very thing I did so much need. I 
will not flatter you; at the same time I do 
think it but right to let you know that when 
you told us what your subject would be, it 
was to me as Marv to Elizabeth, the bal,e 
leaped in my wom0b; I can find no other 
similitude fit to compare it with. I was 
filled to overflowing. I wanted some place 
where I could vent my feelings, where none 
would think me a hypocrite; where I could 
'J)raise His Holy Name without restraint. 
However, I got more composed as the sermon 
was entered into, and found what it is to in
herit substance; and so it was to the end of 
the service. May the Lord remember you. 

( More coming.) 

AYLESBURY.-Walton street Baptist 
chapel Sunday school anniversary was 
holden June 28. Our boys and girls sung 
their hymns well. Friends came from 
different parts ; our congregations were 
cheering, and collections encouraging. C. 
W. Banks preached morning and evening, 
and gave some solemn words to the school in 
the afternoon. Our ancient dean, Mr. 
Marshall, has been near death for some 
time. We hope, some day, to erect a new 
chapel, if the Lord would send us a real 
pastor, gather in more people, and give us 
the authority and power. Walton street 
clmpel has had many of the excellent o1 the 
earth in it, and some still remain. A few 
remember the time when John Stevens, 
Messrs. Shirley, Foreman, Wells, and others, 
ma~e the walls ring again. 0 Lord, 
revive us. 

THE GOSPEL ON THE SURREY 
SIDE. 

" \Ve preached unto yon the GoApel of God.'' 
There is, says a writer, more Gospel 

preached on the Surrey side of London than 
in any other city or borough in this king
dom ; and, on a Sunday evening, there are 
more gathered together to hear it than in 
any other district. But now we are tossed 
upon the waves of anxiety and anticipation 
on this extensive side of our va.st Metropolis: 
surely the Surrey side of London Ls merci
fully favoured with the Gospel ! M ysteri(jjUs 
circumstances have brought brother Thoie.as 
Stringer right into the great cenh·e of 
N ewington. We shall be filled with praise.• 
to God if the place is filled with people, and 
the hearts of the people filled with the 
power of God unto their eternal salvation. 
Yes, we do pray in our souls that hundreds 
may heartily sing:-

" We know Jn all that hath betel, 
Our Jesus has done all things well." 

Grove chapel, too, is likely to be crowded 
to the ceiling, when that other Thomas 
settles down in Mr. Irons's pulpit, where 
Mr. Bradbury's stated ministry is to be 
found alter August. In New Surrey Taber
nacle we shall have the best preachers to be 
found in England. We have letters, ex
pressing some hope that Daniel Allen, of 
Sydney, New South Wales, will be in 
London before very many months have 
rolled away. It is not the hasty thought of 
the moment, -it is the matured expectation 
that, in due time, the finger of God will 
point to Daniel Allen, as an ordained suc
cessor of one or the other of our deceased 
leaders. "But," asketh "a fearful one," 
"what will Australia do without him?" 
The same Almighty arm which raised up 
Daniel Allen to succeed John Bunyan 
McCure, in Sydney, can as easily raise up a 
dozen more to carry on the glorious work 
which Daniel has inaugurated with so much 
permanent success. There was more meaning 
than we have fathomed yet, in that strong de
claration of Jesus, " Upon this Rock will I 
build My Church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it." Every professing 
Church, not built upon the" Rock," mwt, 
in time, be overthrown ! All the en
lightened saints in Christendom, are watch
ing now to see the Lord's work, and His 
work is sometimes to pull down. " See," 
saith the Lord, " I have this day set thee over 
the nations, to root out, and to pull down, and 
to destroy and to throw down, to build and 
to plant" (Jer. i. 10). It is a dark feature 
in our time that many Churches of our 
faith and order are falling down, and, if our 
most Mighty Prince Immanuel is not 
pleased to raise up and to send forth honest 
and earnest labourers into His vineyard, this 
"dark feature" will increase. Division, 
deception, and deep distress is to be found 
in the midst of many of our Churches. 
Nevertheless, England has, in this day, a 
large army of truthful men; although the 
essential power appears lacking. Stirring 
times are coming. If God will, we shall 
watch and give tbe time as near as possible. 
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THOUGHTS AT" EARTHEN VESSEL" 
MEETING. 

THE honourRble and excellent testimony of 
the chairman, Mr. R. Minton, respecting; 
his knowledge of, and esteem for, the Editor, 
was decided and full of Christian sympathy. 
"' e were all pleased to see Mr. Minton in that 
position. 

The paper read by Mr. S Banks was con
sidered excellent, and was full of information. 

Mr. George Pun1(s address on the suffer
ings and ,•alour ofthe persecuted saints in 
ancient times displayed a strong mind, a 
superior kind of logic and of languag·e which 
helped to lift us up. 

Messrs. Hand and Rowe were in the same 
line of historical 1·eminiscence, so useful to 
multitudes who are not largely read in the 
history either of the nation, the Church, or 
the pro2Tess of the Bible. 

Mr. R. G. Edwards, on the origin and 
growth of the Earthen Vessel, of the ex
tensive and useful labours of its Editor, WRS 
pleasantly exciting. Mr. Edwards' soul was 
fired with animation and patriotic feeling, 
excelling all we ever heard from him. 

Mr. Thomas Stringer's address on the 
works of the Lord, and his !ion-like exhibition 
of truth, filled our souls with the warmest 
love for such a faithful witness; and we all 
earnestly prayed he might for years yet to 
come be preserved in our midst. 

The tone of the meeting altogether proved 
that we have yet a body of ministers as 
highly gifted, and as truly devoted to the 
Gospel ot the grace of God as the Strict Bap
tist Churches ever had, with very few excep
tions. 

A MAY MORNING'S REFLECTION. 
Wednesday, May 27, 1874. - Yesterday, 

the thirtieth anniversary of the origin of The 
Earthen Vessel and Christian Record 
was commemorated in Speldhurst road chapel, 
South Hackney. Mr. James Hand preached 
in the afternoon. Kind friend Lintorth read 
the hymns. I sat in solemn silence. After 
a large company had taken tea, I prevailed 
upon my long-known Christian brother, Mr. 
Richard Minton, the beloved and devoted 
precentor and deacon of Mount Zion chapel, 
Chadwell street, Clerkenwell, to preside over 
the meeting, which office he filled with so 
much of real prudence, benevolenee, and 
sympathetic kindness, that I could not help 
shedding tears of heart-felt gratitude to our 
God for such a highly-esteemed friend. In 
his opening address he spoke of myself and of 
The Earthen Vessel in the most impartial 
and derided manner. Brother Minton has 
known me.for many years, therefore his public 
testimony on my behalf came with a weight 
and gravity which cannot be too highly ap
preciated by myself or my friends. 

Brother Wortley wag excellent in prayer. 
The following summary is all I muRt note 

here:-
On the history of the Bible, my son Samuel 

gave a clear and consecutive paper. Brother 
George Pung nobly proclaimed his knowledge 
of, and his attachment to, the blessed Book, 
exhibiting in a manly and intelligent spirit 
the character and conduct of those ancient» 

who had sufleml even unto the utmost the 
ag-onies of blood-shed, buming, and death, 
in their defence of anrl determined adherence 
unto the heavenly records of God's g·rnce and 
mercy as revealed in the Word of God. Our 
neighbours and brethren;R. G. Edwards and 
Thomas Stringer, were more truly eloquent 
in their reviews of Biblical and experimental 
essentialities than ever I heard them before. 
They filled the hearts of the people with much 
sacred pleasure while they opened up the
treasures of providence and grace. Friends 
Jame~ Hand, W. K. Rowe, H. Myerson, 
and the chairman all beautifully assisted to 
bring this thirtieth anniversary meeting to 
a consistent and comfortable conclusion. It 
is impossible to wi·ite out those thirty years 
of my life and labours during the time I have 
conducted The Earthen Vessel. But a 
glance over those thirty years may yet be 
written by "Old Ninety-Two" himself. 

PLANTING A TRUE BAPTIST 
CHURCH IN LINCOLN. 

On Friday evening, June 26, 1874. a 
Church of Baptized Believers was formed in 
Newland street, meeting in Lincoln, and 
Mr. W. Simpson was called to and. publicly 
recognized as the pastor. The order of 
service is here given, it may be useful to. 
others: W. Simpson read and they sung a 
hymn. C. W. Banks read the Word, 
pleaded for the Lord's blessing, and gave 
short addresses on Paul's words, " God is, 
not the Author of confusion but of peace, as 
in all the Churches of the saints." Two 
brethren then gave lengthened accounts of 
their experience, faith, and of God's dealings 
with them, in bringing them into the fellow-
ship of the Gospel. All the friends wh'o 
desired to be united together expressed their 
desire by uplifting their hands. Another 
hymn was sung, and the Church was 
declared to be formed and united together, 
according to New Testament order, pattem, 
principle, and hope. A more primitive 
service we never witnessed. The Church 
unanimously called brother William Simpson 
to the office of presiding minister and pastor, 
who gave a brief but expressive testimony of 
the Lord's mercy to him in his conversion, 
His faith, and of the cons training power of 
the Spirit in compelling him to tell publicly, 
in his own city, what the Lord had done !or 
him in saving his soul ; also, of his ministry 
to those who heard him, as the Lord's 
messenger, to their spiritual edification. C. 
W. Banks gave him, and all the members, 
the right-hand of fellowship. W. Simpson 
then presided _at the Lord's Supper i~ a 
serious and scriptural manner. We received 
brother William Simpson as a faithful 
servant of Christ, one who walketh in the· 
fear of the Lord. We earnestly pray his 
usefulness may increase and continue. 

THAME, OXON .-Our pastor, J. Clarke, 
is a worker in the vineyards of nature, of 
truth, and of Christian experience. We 
desire to publish the fact that, in Thame 
Baptist chapel, we have the revealed will o~ 
a Triune-God honestly expounded. 
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FOUR WINDOWS OPENED. 
ONE AT A TIME. 

UXBRIDGE ROAD. - Monday morn
ing. Three weeks travelling and preaching 
in Essex, Somerset, Devon, and Oxon, 
closed up last Saturday night. I cannot 
recollect one thing occurring in nil the eight 
hundred miles' travelling :and preaching to 
pain me. The weather was bad, but in my 
way I thought, prayed, preached, and hoped 
on, anxious to feel a thankful heart to the 
Lord our God for all the mercies given. 

Yesterday preached twice in Ironson street 
chapel. Was pleasantly free in themorn.ing. 
Text all day was Eph. v. 2, " And walk in 
love," &c. I said the text opens four 
windows. 

I. One looks into the covenant of grace, 
where Christ offered Himself," and where He 
was ordained High Priest for ever after the 
order of Melchizedeck. Mv soul was wonder
fully blest in viewing the voluntary and 
vicarious surrender of Christ as the Substitute 
of His people's deserved death and hell. Oh, 
the wisdom, Jove, mercy, and power of a 
Triune Jehovah, revealed in the covenant of 
grace toward the revolting and ruined tribes 
of Israel. Precious thoughts of Him I had. 

BATH.-After a long life, chiefly devoted 
to the defence of Gospel truth, Hobart 
Seymour died June 18, 1874, in this city, 
having passed his 70th year. " Faithful unto 
death," may be written on his memorial. 
He wished to have read to him, " Just as I 
am," and "Rock of Ages." When the 
reader had finished, he said, '.' That is all my 
theology." These were nearly his last 
words. Our friends who may be tarrying 
in Bath for a season will find brother 
John Huntley's "Ebenezer," in Wid
combe, close to the ancient city. One 
of the most successful truth-defenders in 
Somersetshire is Mr. John Huntley. His 
venerable father, who is more than four
score, still proclaims Christ's own Gospel in 
his beautiful village, near Bath. In this 
city of hot-springs, so majestically planted 
on the Avon, there dwelleth an ancient 
bread-maker, whose severity in defending 
the faith is almost unequalled, except by 
those extreme experimentalists, who always 
appear to be unmindful of the Master's 
negative in Matt. iii. 39. They think they 
can clearly see the tares now springing up 
with the wheat, and without waiting upon 
the Lord and asking, "Wilt Thou then that 
we go and gather them up?" they go on, 
year after year (in the daik), slaughtering 
these tares; but, as yet, they have not 
destroyed them all. We can tell these men, 
with the slaughter-weapon in their hands, 
who declare that we deny the eternity of the 
Messiah's Sonship, they ought to read Job 
xiii. 4, 5. 

CAMBERWELL.-The anniversary of 
the Camberwell Aged Pilgrims' Asylum was 
held on Thursday, 25th June, as usual. A 
spacious marqueu was placed on thegrouuds, 
but the weather was unfavourable to such a 
temporary shelter, and the little chapel liad 

to do duty on the occasion. In the afternoon 
Mr. Anderson 'preached; tea was provided, 
and in the evening a public meeting wae 
held; Mr. Gadsby presided, and testified to 
the great interest he took in the institution, 
and also mentioned the great things he had 
done for it. The "cloth" was scarce on the 
platform, there being only Mr. Tiddy and 
Mr. Brittain present; but their shortcoming~ 
were made up by the presence of some of 
our prominent laymen, such as Mr. Whit
taker, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Oliver, Mr. Rogers, 
Mr. Creasey, Mr. Moor (deacon of Gower 
street), Mr. Murphy, Mr. Jackson, Mr. 
Curtis, and others. The proceeds were to go 
to the Benevolent Fund, which fund is 
raised to assist tho Pilgrims in sickness, to help 
them to some of the many extra necessaries 
which all know are so much needed at such 
times. We trust the result was such as to 
satisfy the worthy sec., Mr. Jackson, and all 
the friends. It is an object well worthy of 
the universal support of all Christians. 

STONEHOUSE, DEVON.-A deeply
impressive service was held in Ebenezer 
chapel, Stonehouse, on Wednesday evening, 
July 1. Seven persons were baptized by Mr. 
F. Collins, minister of Corpus Christi chapel. 
The sermon was from Luke xv. 26," Be called 
oneot the servants,and asked what these things 
meant?" The preacher set forth the mean
ing of the ordinance of believers' baptism. 
He presumed questions often arose in the 
minds of some as to what this immersion in 
water could mean. Baptism was an emblem 
of the sufferings, ;leath, burial, and resun-ec
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ ; that the person 
baptized did thereby make an open profession 
of faith in Christ and of love to the Saviour. 
By baptism the believer confesses be is a sin
ner and deserves eternal death; that Jesus 
Christ died for him, that the Lord laid upon 
Christ his iruquities, and that by death Christ 
made an end of sin. The service, under the 
blessing of God, will sbew its fruits to God's 
praise in the bringing of others to consitler 
the solemn appeals made. The attention 
was good. N otbing occurred to mar the beauty 
of the grand emblem. JOHN. 

ONE OF ENGLAND'S BARREN 
SPOTS.-Hainpsbire is not full of the Gos
pel. One good friend says:-" I live nine 
miles from -- ; would go every Sunda)' it 
there was any preaching to feed and edify our 
souls; but as there is not, we stay ~t home, 
and read, and si~h, and groan. It is eighteen 
years since we left London ; we now look 
back upon the time when we attended the 
Surrey Tabernacle, to hear the late Mr. 
Wells, who baptized us ; we beard to the 
comfort and building up of our souls in the 
faith, and of a precious Lord Jesus Christ. I 
have no desire to depart from those blessed 
truths which I have heard from good men of 
God. Though now in a barren land, we can 
understand what we have often heard, viz., 
No one knows the value of a profitable min
istry but those who have been taken away 
from it." 
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BOTTISHAM LODE, JUNE 17, 1874. 
The blighting cold east winds 

Have made some hearts to ache, 
But, still, we hope and trust, 

God will proYision make. 
"Hi~h-deg·recs" are so modest, they would 

not write one line of their work in the vine
vard upon any consideration. As we are at 
tord's Bridge, in Cambs, a thought comes, 
the Acts of the A postlcs is the newspaper of 
the New Testament Churches: a current 
record of the growth of Zion has been by 
diff~rent means, continued from that 'day 
until now; and ifa super-excellent Christian 
says he desires to know nothing at all of the 
Lord's work in the Churches! we would not 
attempt to disturb his iso ated quietude. 
Experience tells us ( as we ponder over the 
Old North road station) that there are many 
sympathising· souls who love to walk about 
Zion, and to mark well her bulwarks; that 
unto the generations following we may tell 
how-

Thro' this highly favoured land 
Some temples to His praise do stand, 
And in them many souls are found, 
Who know and love the joyful sound. 
For a few days longer some of the holy 

tribes wish us to give notes of the present 
condition and prospects of our Churches. 

Monday, June 16, 1874.-Wefled to Cam
bridge, 

(Altho' we're now in Potten, 
Where fa.ther Tite once lived.) 

onward to Lode, where, yesterday, the anni
versary of Baptist chapel was holden. The 
pastor, Henry Woodrow, delivered the 
morning dlscourse from " Other sheep I 
have, which are not of this fold.'' The 
minister of Wood-Ditton church, brother 
Briggs, gave the hymns and read the Word, 
and prayed for us in the afternoon; the 
Cambridge curate, P. Harris, read that rich 
piece, the seventy-seventh Psalm, and 
offered prayer in the morning. Mr. Simp
kins, of Staplelord (not of Blunham, Beds! 
where now we tarry), was once the usefu 
minister of Wilbraham; some pleasant days 
in Stapleford has he enjoyed, there he found 
a home; he read and presented prayers in the 
evening; the two last sermons were preached 
by C. W. Banks. All day the congrega
tions varied from 300 to near 400. Large 
assemblies were well supplied with dinner 
and tea. To see Bottisham Lode chapel 
crowded full of anxious hearers is a soul
stirring scene. Our friend, Henry Wood
row, stands usefully among a numerous 
people who esteem him higl1ly for bis work's 
sake. He preached the anniversary sermons 
at Wood-Ditton, and assisted at Stapleton, 
when Thomas Stringer, in a large barn, 
sounded out the heavenly theme of "God's 
Royal Gospel Plan." Bedford and Bletchley 
are ripe in history, but they will wait. 

Melbourne anniversary, near Cambridge, 
had anniversary sermon, June 16th, by J.B. 
McCure, who also preached the annual dis
course at Langley, where C. Witts is now 
settled. 

PERSEVERANCE AND PROSPERITY 
AT MASBOROUGH. 

Mn. EDITOR, - After twelve yea1·s 
tumbling about, we have held our Sunday 
school anniversary services in ourownchnpel. 
We do rejoice, and prove the work is of the 
Lord. We have had discourag·emen ts ; but, 
on the other hand, we have had many marks 
of the interposition of a faithful covenant
keeping God. I will give one instance ns a 
sample. 

When we sent an appeal to your valuable 
magazine, I wrote to our venerable friend, 
Mr. Thomas Jone~! asking him to recommend 
our case. His rep y was: 
. " Y ?U~ case is not a happy one; but, as 

time 1s important, put me down for five 
pounds." 

Some time after our contractor pressed for 
£100 on account. We strained every nerve, 
but could only get £85. Just then I re
ceived a note from Mr. Jones, informing me 
he should send a cheque not for £S, but for 
£15, exactly making up the £100 required. 
Our friends pressed me to acknowledge this; 
so Mr. Jones, I trust, will pardon the 
liberty. 

With the exception of a few friends at 
Lockwood, we had not a response to our ap
peal from any of the Particular Iiaptist 
Churches. Seeing our own friends would 
not help us, like the Apostle Paul, we said, 
" So we turn to the Gentiles." We saw one 
or two gentlemen, whom we had reason ·to 
think bad little sympathy with our views, 
aut who, after hearing the manner in which 
we had been turned out of our former place, 
and knowing the miserable state of the barn 
we met in, out of sympathy to the children, 
our excellent mayor said if we few, poor 
working men bad pluck to begin, he felt in
clined to give us five pounds : he did so. By 
that means we got one or two other gentle
men to do the same. Thus by perseverance 
we have raised £141 17s. 2d. towards 
£368 9s. Sd.; the balance, £224, we have 
bad to borrow from a building society. We 
have paid all our bills. Our payments to the 
building society will amount to 7s. per week, 
ground rent £2. 2s. per year. Our object is, 
as speedily as possible, to raise about .£64, to 
pay off four-fifths of a share, then our rent 
will only be 5s. per week. If any reader of 
your excellent montbly is willing to imitate 
brother Elam in honouring their jubilee, or 
any other birthday, we shall not have the 
least objection. 

QUEENSTOWN, PORT ADELAIDE, 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

DEAR CHRISTIAN BROTHER, - No 
doubt you will be pleased to find there are a 
few of the despised ones who love the truth, 
"as it is in Jesus," banded together in this 
distant part of the globe; at present we 
meet in Odd-fellows hall. It is with us the 
day of small things, but we believe we have 
the approving smile of our covenant God, 
and, perhaps, if you would kindly notice 
our eXIstence in your EARTHEN VESSEL, 
we should have the prayers of its readers. 
Yours in Ch1ist Jesus, THOS. WIGMORE. 
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LEAVES OF LIFE IN LANCASHIRE. I. ing of our souls in the ancient love of 
"Crookedness," either in the pastor, or in Jehovah our Father, in bringinll," us to 

the understanding of some for whom he obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus, 
was appointed executor, guardian, trustee, 1 with eternal glory. I can assure you you 
or something of that sort, did occur. Yes, ' did no harm when you told us of a love that 
it was a saying of William Gadsby's, I is immutable and free. Instead of harmin!l' 
"Sin makes a man crooked, put him where- helpless sinners like us, we feel and are sure 
ever you may." But the scene is not now it is the only thing that can bring relief to 
in Manchester. It is in a neighbouring , us in our sin-smitten condition; it is the 
town, where, for many, many years, the1·e only theme that those who a.ssemble with us 
was a strong defender of the faith and a to worship can find real liberty in by the Holy 
fruitful tree of knowledge in a garden the Ghost bringing the sweet words of promise, 
Lord had planted; and in those quieter, and the servants of the Lord Jesusproclaim
stay-at-home days, which old England ing constantly the immutability and eternity 
enjoyed when I was a baby, the good of this love which was your theme, my dear 
parsons and their people were more like a brother Banks, when you were with us at 
settled family than they are now. Now the Royton, Lancashire, and which, so far as our 
express trains fling people here and there in God has given ability, has been mine for the 
no time; everybody now is going every- last six years, telling of that rich love which 
where, and stay-at-home parsons and home- took our sins and sorrows away by the all
satisfij!d people are very few. In those days prevailing sacrifice of our glorious Christ. 
the parsons, the preachers, the lecturers, the Praying you may be long spared to preach 
itinerants, the teachers, the schools, the and write these precious things to the in
chapels, the halls, the churches, and the gathering of His chosen and the confirming 
Plymouth meeting-rooms, were not so of His tried ones. Yours in Him, 
thickly strewed everywhere as now. What THOMAS BUTTERWORTH. 
with trains, and trams, and telegraph wires, Small Bridge, Rochdale. 
there is little peace for us in England in 
these days. But, in the town I refer to, in 
the chapel, in the pastor's home and heart, 
there was a kind of paradise for numbers of 
years. 

At length a crack in the wall, a hissing 
from the serpent, whispering in the galleries; 
something was supposed to be wrong ; some 
left; another place was erected ; a day for 
opening was fixed; a long-way-off preacher 
came to the dedication. The night before 
the first" leaf" was found. The writing on 
it we will decipher if we <'an. 

IRELAND.-Dr. Doudney, in the" Gos
pel Magazine" for July, gives us a sorry de
scription of the state ol Protestantism in 
Tramore, Bonmahon, Waterford, &c., aris
ing out of "the disestablishment of the Irish 
Church." "Three Roman Catholics where 
there were none; useful buildings once, now 
in ruins." "The whole aspect is that of deso
lation." We were fiercely gibbeted for daring 
to speak a word in favour of the Protestant 
Church. We were written down as hireling, 
heretic, hypocrite, and outcast; and the 
editors and preachers in certain connections 
have pursued us secretly with unfounded 
falsehoods and malice most inveterate. We 
have not been moved. No worse Papery can 
be found in this world than that which now 
rageth under cover amongst nearly all cl11SSes 
of Dissenting parsons and Ritualistic p~iests. 
We pity them. We hope to. be spared 
to g·ive our last review of the gradual rolling 
in ol the flood, and then, through mercy, to 
pass home in peace. 

"THE ONLY THING." - DEAR 
BROTHER IN THE LORD,-Grace, mercy, 
and pence be with you. The brethren and 
sisters, at our Bethesda, feel grateful to the 
Lord and to you for the gracious words, 
under the enabling power ol the Holy Ghost, 
you spake, to the building up and establish-

MINISTERS! READ THIS! 
DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-'\,Ve hope :o 

have a good day, a day wherein we can 
rejoice together in what the Lord has done 
for our souls, by the shedding of His precious. 
blood. 0, the riches of His grace and mercy 
to such sinners as we feel ourselves to be. 
We can say, as dear James Wells used to 
say so very often, when speaking of the mercy 
of our God, "Wonder, 0 heavens, and be 
astonished, 0 earth. What for? To think 
that He should ever have thoughts of love 
and mercy towards us!" 0, my dear 
brother, never cease to tell of the grace and 
mercy of our God ; the wonders of His love ! 
How some men can stand up and speak of 
our bles.s;ed Jesus, as though he were nothing 
but a piece of wax-work, I cannot tell. Do 
they preach Him as their all in all ? Do they 
tell what He has done for their souls? I can
not understand it. Is it because there is no 
light in them? If so, awful is their state ! 
When the Lord spake to my poor soul there 
came life, and joy, and gladness; and when 
He comes and speaks by the blessed Spirit 
now, He speaks with power, and my soul 
rejoices in Him. Do, then, still speak well 
of His name, my dear brother. I can say 
Mr. Clark, of N ottiug hill, did speak well ol 
our Christ last Sunday. We thank you for 
sending him. Tell l'dr. Lodge to come on 
the Saturday night. Yours in Christ, 

Aldershot. G. WELLS. 

FOWNHOPE, NEAR HEREFORD.
" Old Way Chapel" (most appropriate title 
for all who turn not out of the way) held its 
anniversary the other day. The venerable 
pastor, Mr. Mudge, has been a great bless
ing here for many years ; and a handsome 
testimonial was presented during the evening. 
We tear changes will come, but our faithful 
Advocate, God in Clu·isr, will not forsake 
His people. 
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HORNSEY-RISE ASYLUM. 
The third anniversary of the opening of 

this asylum for eighty pensioners on the 
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society was celebrated 
on Friday, Julv 3rd, in the beautiful grounds 
surrounding· this peaceful home. The day 
was fine-bringing together a numerous 
company of ladies and gentlemen. 

The engagements commenced at three 
o'clock, when Mr. E. Vinall, of City road, 
preached the annual sermon on behalf of the 
« Sustentation Fund!" when the asylum 
chapel was entirely fil ed. Tea was provided 
at five o'clock under a spacious marquee, 
when over 400 sat down. 

An attractive addition was made this year 
to the anniversary by the erection of a second 
marquee, under which was displayed a col
lection of useful and ornamental work, sent 
by various friends for sale, on behalf of the 
Benevolent Sick Fund of the asylum, which 
broug-ht many purchasers during the day
the ladies' committee superintending the 
tables. 

At half-past six the public meeting com
menced, under the presidency of Henry 
Wright, Esq., J.P., wllo in a few kindly 
and well-chosen sentences in trod need the 
proceedings. 

The secretary, Mr. W. Jackson, read the 
annual statement. The liabilities of the 
past year had ?"en met, and the balance
sheet was cheenng. 

Although the building has both comfort 
and convenience for its inhabitants, the 
committee feel the need of a large room, 
suitable for pul;ilic meetings, social gather
ings, &c., for which the chapel is not so well 
adapted ; they have kind promises of help 
for this very necessary addition, and trust it 
may be erected for use during the coming 
winter. The building itself is free from debt, 
but the maintenance thereof, in the form of 
ra1es, gas, water, wages, &c., has to be pro
,-ided for, at the rate of £350 per annum, by 
the Sustentation Fund, which is not yet fully 
adequate. 

Si.Bee last July four inmates have died, and 
one left to reside with friends; the vacancies 
have been filled up. 

The Benevolent Fund in aid of the sick 
and infirm is found to be a valuable auxiliary. 
There is no denominational favouritism, the 
inmates comprising members of the Church 
of England, and Wesleyan, Independent and 
Baptist denominations. The treasurer, A: 
Marshall, Esq., presented cash account; 
balance in hand about £150. 

Addresses were delivered by J. Ormiston, 
J. Viney, Wm. Frith, and Wm. Heathfield, 
Esq., solicitor to the charity, who announced 
that A. A. Croll, Esq., bad rresented a 
generous gift to the society o a freehold 
house at Worthing to be used as a sanitorium 
or asylum. 

During the evening a company of the 
little orphans, from "over the way," came 
upon the lawn with their kind friend, Mr. 
Soul, and sung some favourite pieces. 

COLCHESTER.-In Colchester, tbeother 
day, a Christia11. friend to me did say, true 

Christians in this place do know, that tribu
lations ever flow. In "Dible-room" for 
years we found, John Hang·er g·nve a certain 
sound -1 poor dear! afilictions make him sad: 
so Wil iam Sack we've lately had. He gives 
us Gospel bold and hot, hut we have Crook's 
in our hard lot; to make them straight we've 
ploughed and cried. Our Friend from us His 
face doth hide. We wonder how 'twill end ! 
The chapel on St. John's Green has been 
greatly revived during the last few months. 
Our ministering brother, John Berry, has 
been the Lord's messenger to many precious 
Muls. The following note from dear brother 
Berry will open a little of the changes and 
hopes of the good people at St. John's Green, 
in Colchester. Of that place, the minister, 
John Berry, says:-" God has done great 
things for us; He has caused our hearts to 
sing for joy. It is nearly six years since, in 
the order of God's providence, I came to 
Colchester, to preach at a small chapel a few 
miles from the town. Mr. Dyer was then 
the pastor, he soon left; the people were 
scattered ; the chapel was let to the Primi
tives; they could not get a congregation; 
chapel was closed again ; it was going to 
ruins. Friends wished me to try and raise 
the cause again. It was laid upon my mind 
to do so. We obtained help, and put the 
place in repair. Brother Cock, of Mersea, 
opened it. Church was reformed with about 
fifteen members; since that time twenty
three have been baptized. For three years I 
have preached in it the grand old truths that 
you are spared to advocate in the Vessel, and 
my prayer is, you may be still spared to the 
Churches as a pillar of truth amid the errors 
around us. God has graciously blessed His 
own Word to the comfort of believers and to 
the salvation of sinners. We have Sunday 
schools. I have not been well since I have 
been here." 

[We should hope change of air, some rest, 
and help, might restore our dear brother 
Berry. It would be a sad blow to the canse 
at John's Green if their pastor be removed. J 
ALL? NONE? OR, HALF-AND-HALF? 

WHICH DO YOU CHOOSE? 
The Jaws of Christ, as laid down by Him

self, are now of no moment with many. 
If you are about to "put on Christ" by a 

profession of the Gospel, the questions arise
" How?" and "Where will, you do it?" 

Will you enter a Church, where, by pro
fession and by practice, " All " are baptized 
believers? such as Gill, Booth, Gadsby, and 
hosts we might name. 

Or, will you enter a Church where some 
are baptized and some are not? The 
majority of our so-called baptist Churches 
are now so mixed, a kind of half~and-hall 
discipleship. 

Or, will you worship with a people who 
ignore the ordinance of baptism altogether, 
as the late George Abrahams did, as many 
now are doing, following, as they think, in 
the steps of the late William Huntington, 
an•! receiving as tI·uth the sentiments of Mr. 
Blackley? 

We will ask our young friends, who are 
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apringing up in the 1uburbs of our Churches, 
to take the1e questions into serious con-
1iderntion, We desire to show plainly the 
Word of the Lord, and to weigh the evasions 
now used. Who will help us ·1 

STEPNEY AND THE BOROUGH. 
"For here have we no continuing city," 

Through the mercy of God I have con
tinued at Bethel chapel, Wellesley street, 
Stepney, and in God's eternal truth these 
ten years within a few days. But by the 
will of God and the landlord's determina
tion to sell the chapel, I continue there no 
longer. We were all driven out on Mid
summer day, after offering £850 for the 
chapel, and now the dear people are scattered 
as a flock without a shepherd. Bless God, 
we were not turned out for not punctually 
paying the rent, nor for any misconduct or 
immorality either in pastor or people. 
Hallelujah. 

The sailor says-any port in a storm-so a 
kind friend hired a little port for me to 
shelter in till the storm abates. That little 
port is " The Literary Institute," opposite 
Dunn's Tailors' Labour Agency, N ewington 
causeway; and there, by divine hele, I 
shall preach the Gospel of Christ on Fnday 
evenings, at seven o'clock, and on Lord's
days, morning at eleven, and evenings at 
half-past six, for a time. 

Mr. Page's chapel, in Earl street, London 
road, being obtainable (as he intended to 
leave), the same kind friend has taken it on 
lease for me. 

It will be thoroughly repaired and re
novated. The openin!(' is expected about 
the end of September or beginning of 
October, of which due notice will be given. 
May it be for the good of souls and the 
glory of God. 

The cloud has been dark, indeed. The 
people to be deprived of their spiritual pro
vision. The pastor and his family deprived 
of their natural sustenance is no trifling 
matter. The bud has had a bitter taste, we 
hope that sweet will be the flower. 

" God moves In a myste11ous way 
His wonders to perform." 

May He perform wonders there and He 
1hall have all the glory. T. STRINGER. 

ASKETT, BUCKS. -We hear with 
pleasure of the Lord's blessing now realized 
10 .A.skett Baptist Church, under the ministry 
ot our highly-esteemed brother, William 
Buchannen. He says : " Though with 
trembling I have preached the Gospel of 
the grace of God, yet God has been pleased 
to bless His Word. At our anniversary 
May 27, Mr. Crampin preached faithful 
and savoury discour~es. The following 
Lord's-day I had the privilege ofbaptizing five 
believers in the name of a Triune-God. This 
was a very solemn and happy occasion. We 
expect to add more shortly. We dwell to
gether in peace and love. Congregations 
have improved. We have good schools, 
earnest teachers.I- and, on the Church book, 
77 members. uur weekly prayer meeting 
is very encouraging to my soul." 

THE WHITESTONE TABERNACLE 
AND ITS AFFLICTED MINISTER. 
[Sunday, July 12, 1874, I preached for 

my deeply afflicted, ministerial brother, 
Miles Plaice, at Whitestone, Hereford. He 
appears fast sinking under the agonizing 
tortures of several cancers. In the midst of 
real Gospel usefulness he is laid down : has 
not been able to preach for several months. 
The Church, family, and neighbourhood, are 
laden with grief. We must all help them. 
Pardon the following rustic railway twaddle 
from C. W. B.] 

Stoke Edith, July 16, 1874. I have 
now left Whitestone once more. There in 
the chapel-house I saw, perhaps for the last 
time, our dear brother Plaice, propped up in 
his bed, almost a skeleton. I read to him a 
letter Mr. W. H. Godwin and myselffrepared, 
as an appeal for help in this rlay o his sore 
trial. May the blessing of God rest upon 
this feeble effort. Amen. 

Six days have I been from home : and 
now-

Under the Malvern hills we fly, 
Those mountains fain would reach the sky, 
Much higher yet my Saviour lives, 
And life eternal stlll He gives. 
Last Saturday evening our train ran 

quietly into Withington station at 8.15. 
My sincere Christian friend, W. H. Godwin, 
was waiting to receive me, and led me on to 
the New Fern Cottage, which, indeed, is now 
a model mansion, surrounded with flowers, 
fruits, and useful things. That sterling and 
excellent daugater ol the Ven. Richard 
Ty !er ( they called her " Lizzie " in her 
early days), now the true and loving wife 
and mother, in Fern Cottage, met me with 
" Cheering words,'' and a hearty welcome 
there I found. 
Misses Emmie and Nelly are rising in life, 
Master Willie and Hubert are free from all strife: 
As the fathers are waning, these little blades 

spring, 
And with their sweet voices the mansion doth 

ring. 
Sunday morning came July 12: sun very 

high; earth very dry; off to the chapel, with 
prayer, went I. Never, surely, shall I forget 
the sight of dear Plaice, in his sick and silent 
chamber at the back of Whitestone Taber
nacle. A solemn scene ! What can we say? 
I was dumb; and until I could fall upon my 
knees, and call upon God, I could say 
nothing. Then some heart-moving and 
soul-pleading I inly did feel. 

James Lewis commenced the service by 
reading out-

" 0 Zion I afflicted with wave upon wave." 
Alice and the harmonium led on the full 

choir. Two services. Mr. Edward Tyler 
drove me to Fownhope, the Old Way chapel; 
there we had a third service. There, once 
more, I shook hands with farmer Tyler and 
his wife, and we walked together down the 
declivities of Herefordshire, under the banks 
of " the Camp," from whence you get large 
and lofty views of Welsh mountains, the 
Sugar Loaf at Abergavenny, aud flocks and 
fields in rich array. All nature looked 10 
blythe and gay, one felt 11.11 tho' we there 
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could stay, and sigh our sorrows all away: . tation; ground up and made into meal, 
but onward we must move. placed in a dough-troug-11, and a little of the 

Farmer Tyler's Agricultural hall stands widow's oil therewith. There is no wa..qte 
on the Old Roman road, leading from Here- of these thing-s, our Jesus gives and never 
ford to Ross ; there I abode three nights and withholds no real good from upriµ·ht souls. 
two days, then moved on to the city of Here- Auxiously waiting for next month's VESSEL, 
fm'd, where- My prayer is often to hear from you in His 

Poor Baptist Pastor Jost bis mind. dear name, Amen. W. SIMPSON, 
Indeed, trne Baptists you can't find. 8, Butchery street, Lincoln. 

In this Mid-Western citv
Cburcbes and chapels st.ind around, 
But not one inch of welcome ground 

For us !-0, what a pity I 
Walter Olh·er, Esq., a literary gentleman, 

in Hereford city (and his lady) g·nve me a 
hearty greeting·; and after a littie wholesome 
converse with them, I fled in the steam-tug 
to Withington once more, 1Ilad enough to 
rest awhile in the little mansion of the Ferns. 

For, when friendship ls pure, 
The child of free-grace; 

"l'is !-,Wect to look into 
A kind brother's face. 

There-sec in his eyes 
His bcart all aglow. 

While he grasps your band firmly, 
With-" How do ye doo." 

Mr. Godwin and myself went last evening 
and saw dear Plaice almost lifted out of his 
couch in to his easy chair. I proposed an 
appeal be drawn up to obtain some help. 
This bas been done, and this morning I left 
them all, and for about six hours steaming 
through sunshine, du,t, and beat, onward to 
London, if a grac:ous God will hold and 
help me. 

Co-workers, to get the appeal into such 
bands as can help brother Plaice and his 
family, may write or send to W. H. Godwin,. 
Withington, near Hereford; or to 

THE VILLAGE PREACHER. 
56, Queen's road, Notting hill, W. 

OUR BRETHREN 
PROVINCES. 

IN THE 

[We find sweet nuts in some of our letters. 
We wish to gfre our friends a few at times]. 

I am a reed verv much bruised with the 
hammer of God's iaw, Hezekiah-like, when 
Sennacherib came up with 185,000 to 
destroy Jerusalem ; then the angel of the 
Lord went forth and smote the camp of this 
proud host of Assyrians. It appears I must 
call upon God continually, seeing the op
posing element. The true Israel must be 
hated : it is Israel passing through the fire. 
My heart did leap for joy when you was in 
my tent; we were all son-y when you had 
to go. May the God of Israel yet use you 
in this way. 

This all-powerful text was with me on 
Monday last: " Instead of the thorn shall 
come up the fir-tree; and instead of the 
briar shall come up the myrtle-tree; and it 
shall be to the Lord for a name, for an 
everlasting sign, which shall not be cut off." 
0, the sweetness! How good is our God for 
His protection over you, giving you 
travailing mercies, and such sweet subjects 
to open up before His flock. When He 
gives the message, how delicious its contents, 
especially when properly masticated in medi-

THE AYLESBURY BAPTIST 
PATRIARCH. 

Our esteemed brother Marshall has passed 
away and gone to his rest ; his funeral took 
place on Tuesday, July 7, in the presence of 
a larg-e number of his friends and brethren 
and sisters in Christ. Many more would 
have followed his remains to the tomb, but it 
was understood to be his wish to have the 
funeral as private as possible. 

His career has been a most worthy and 
honourable one; and it may be truly said of 
him, as of every true servant of God, by the 
grace of God he was what he was. 

In early life he wss connected with the 
Church of England, and when he became 
concerned about his soul and determined 
to join the much despised Baptists, it was not 
without opposition from his relations. 

He was born at Amersham, in the year 
1788 ; apprenticed at Buckingham, to 
Messrs. Seely and Sons, in the year 1802 
and commenced business as a bookseller and 
printer, in Aylesbury, 1810, which he carried 
on for the long period of 45 years. 

He was chiefly instrumental in erecting 
the Baptist chapel in Walton street, in 1828, 
the principal part of the necessary funds 
having been advanced from his private purse, 
and it is but just, and redounds to the credit 
of the Church and congregation worshipping 
there, that they repaid him again the whole 
amount. 

For sixty years he was actively engaged in 
the work of both the Church and the Sabbath 
school. 

He was for many years a total abstainer, . 
and no person who knew him could say be· 
was wanting in energy or strength, in con
sequence. 

He attended public -;vorship on Sunday, 
June 21, for the last time, that day being 
the 64 th anniversr.ry of his coming to the 
town. 

Mr. Marshall was for many years a 
manager of the Savings bank, a mem her of 
the Burial board, and secretary to the Ayles
bury Sick Visiting society, and bis 1·eady 
sympathy with every good work will cause 
bis memory to be cherished with affection 
and respect by all classes of the community. 

J. TURNER, 

ORPINGTON. - Our anniversary ser
mons were given this year, June 30, by J. S. 
Anderson. We still are held together in the 
ancient faith. Brother Chipchase preaches 
to us as often as the Lord permits. Our 
elder brother Sales continues in poor health. 
We do beseech of the Lord to spare him. 
We have lost our fathers, and the sons are 
not numerous. 
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BY BENJAMIN TAYLOR. 

Mini.,ter of Baptist Chapel, Pulham SI. Mary. 

"Let Israel hope in the Lord.''-Ps. cm. 7. 

By Israel, God's people are meant, and none but these have any ex
perience of what is meant in the first verse of this Psalm : "Out of 

the depths have I cried unto Thee, 0 Lord." There is much preaching, 
and perhaps much praying in our day, but not out of the depths here 
spoken of. Probably you may have bad a severe trial concerning your 
religion, your sonship, a real work of grace in your heart. Says the 
accuser of the brethren, If you were a real child of God, you would have 
a better understanding about your state before God, and would under
stand the Holy Scriptures better than you do. If yon were a child of 
God, you would have better experience of God's law; and you would 
know something more of the Gospel than what you now know. If you 
were a child of God, you would pray better than what you do, with more 
feeling, affection, and liberty, and your thoughts would not slip out of 
that exercise, and fix on earthly objects. If you were a child of God 
you would have a better memory concerning the holy things of God, and 
you could meditate upon them to profit. Out of this depth of ifs and 
buts you have cried unto the Lord again and again, which would 
never have been the case bad you not been in the covenant. 

I may:mention a horrible depth out of which I once cried unto the 
Lord, which lasted nearly a whole day. I was sorely tempted to believe 
I ba;d _committed the sin against the Holy Ghost, for which there is no 
forgiveness; neither in this world, nor in that which is to come. I bless 
God I have never been in this depth since, nor do I believe I ever shall. 
There is another depth I ought not to pass over. Some of the family of 
God are tempted, under certain circumstances, to commit suicide. Once 
in a great horror of mind, believing I should never be forgiven, I was 
tempted to jump into a pit, when it occurred to my mind that Satan 
was at my very heels, and that if I did this, I should jump into hell at 
once. Out of this depth I cried unto the Lord, and He delivered me. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ was tempted to cast himself down from the pin
nacle of the Temple, but overcame the tempter, not only in His own 
person, but in the persons of all the mystical members of His body, who 
may be in similar circumstances. Out ot every depth the saints cry 
unto the Lord, and they are d<ilivered. There is another depth. Some
times you are tempted to believe there is no God, that religion is nothing, 
that the Bible is not true, and that all tlie future is involved in nothing 
but uncertainty and mystery. Sometimes you are tempted even to 
blaspheme the name of the holy God, and have such evil thoughts, that 
you are made to shudder on account of it. I have been thus tempted at 

VoL. XXX. SEPTEMBER, 1874.] s 
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different times, which has made me cry out of this depth unto the Lord. 
Satan, I believe, is an old hand at this ; and when he does not go about 
this kind of work himself, he employs others to do it for him; for he once 
put it into the heart of Job's wife to say to her husband, "Curse God 
and die." I may mention one depth more. Some of you have been 
tempted to idolatry and covetousness. Satan has tempted you to set your 
hearts upon earthly objects; he has tried hard to get you to give up 
your religion, to withdraw from the Church, abandon your friends, seek 
higher objects, and please the flesh and the world; and O what strug
glings you have had; what a warfare within ; how each assailant has 
contended for the mastery ; and out of this dismal depth you have cried 
unto the Lord, and He has delivered you. You could never get out of 
these depths yourself, and, therefore, " Let Israel hope in the Lord." 

l. We will say a word about Israel. 2ndly, Israel's hope. 
1. A word about Israel. If you are Israelites, indeed, you have a true 

sense of sin, and this will bring you down very low, even low enough 
to make you think you shall never be saved. You will be low enough to 
see yourself utterly unworthy of God's favour. Paul was in the depth 
of sensible depravity when he called himself the chief of sinners. Agur 
was in this depth, when he cried out, "Surely I am more brutish than 
any man, and have not the understanding of a man." Asaph was in 
this depth when he said, "So foolish was I, and ignorant; I was as a 
beast before Thee." If you are in the depths of conviction for sin, 
what a mercy if you are not in the depths of despair. Says David," Deep 
calleth unto deep," yes, one trouble brings another, one cross brings 
another, one disappointment brings another; and in this way all true 
Israelites are exercised, to make them cry unto the Lord. David says, 
" I sink in deep mire; I am come into deep waters ; Thou hast laid me 
in the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps." But do not forget the 
promise : " When thou passest through the waters I will be with thee, 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee." Israel here 
means the people of God, and these, we are told, are a chosen people. 
" The Lord hath chosen Israel for His peculiar treasure." He who 
was called Israel, was also Jacob, and Jacob was a praying man; so 
are all true Israelites. All true Israelites are upright and sincere. 
" Behold an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile." Again it says, 
"Truly God is good to Israel, even such as are of a clean heart." 
All those who are the subjects of this do continue to complain of a bad 
heart: for, however comely they may be in Christ, they are black 
enough in themselves. "Create in me a. clean heart, 0 God, and 
renew within me a right spirit." The very sai;ae person also says, 
" My heart is inditing a good matter." 

2ndly. Now a little concerning Israel's hope .. It is a waiting and 
looking for the much-needed relief. If you are in darkness, you are 
waiting for light; if in bondage, you are waiting for liberty; if you are 
in a state of barrenness, you are looking and longing for a state offruit
fulness ; if you have hardness of heart, you are earnestly looking and 
longing for a melting-down time; if you are condemned in yourself, 
you are looking for mercy; if you are condemned in your prayers, in 
reading, singing, talking, and in everything else, you beg for mercy, 
and look for it with intense anxiety. You feel that nothing of your own 
will do, and that if you were a Pharisee up to the highest pitch, you 
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-could never have the least claim upon God for so much as one new 
covenant blessing. Micah, in speaking ofa tip-top Pharisee, represents 
him with his thousand rams, but of no use ; with his ten thousand 
rivers of oil, but of no use; with his first-born to be sacrificed 
for the sin of his soul, but of no use. All spiritual and moral 
duties are to be observed and performed ; but none of these are Israel's 
" hope in the Lord." " Let Israel hope in the Lord." What, as a God 
of justice? No, but as a God of mercy. Now there can be no mercy 
out of Christ ; and therefore let Israel hope in God's Christ, and he 
shall never be disappointed. Every Israelite has to pass through the 
wilderness, through a land of drought, of deserts and pits, and of the 
shadow of death; he has to walk in "a path which no fowl knoweth, 
and which the vulture's eye hath not seen ; the lion's whelps have not 
trodden it, nor the fierce lion passed by it;" and because of this, it is 
said for Israel's encouragement, " Let Israel.hope in the Lord." Some
times, like the children of Israel, you get entangled in the wilderness, 
the briers and thorns get hold of you, and. you think you shall never get 
to Canaan; but still onward you go a~ well as you can, hoping in the 
Lord alone. Sometimes your souls are much discouraged, because of the 
way, and you murmur and complain, and speak against God, and against 
His servants, and against religion, and get into a rebellious state, and 
all this when you are not in the spirit of the text, " Let Israel hope in 
the Lord." When you can find no comfort in anything, and are ready 
to look upon your past experience as a delusion, how much you need 
an encouraging word, "Let Israel hope in the Lord." 

THE FRIEND THAT STICKETH CLOSER THAN A 
BROTHER. 

BY FRANCIS COLLINS. 

DEAR BANKS,-You were good enough to insert in the February 
number of the Earthen Vessel a letter written by me, which, 

when I wrote it, was not intended for being published; but having 
been informed that the reading thereof, by certain readers of your 
valuable and widely-circulated monthly, has been the means of giving 
them special encouragement to their faith, hope, and zeal in and for the 
Lord Jesus and His Gospel, the good tidings of which has reached their 
hearts; I venture, with great diffidence, to utter another word touching 
the everlasting goodness and mercy of our Lord Jesus to His poor and 
needy family. 

However comfortable the task would be to state still further the 
abundant goodness, sympathy, and mercy, which the Lord has she-wn 
toward me, the least of all His children, a poor, feeble, helpless, 
unworthy worm, I do not, at this time, purpose to say much, but 
rather, in deep humbleness of soul, speak to the poor and afflicted in 
Zion a word concerning the eternal Logos, "the Friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother." The gracious and merciful elder Brother who 
is born for adversity, who, to His servant John, describes Himself thus: 
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'' I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty." 
There cannot be a sight concernable to man that can be compared for 
blessedness to the sight of Jesus by His little ones: those who desire 
His coming and love His appearing. It is this sight that kills cor
ruption, slays iniquity, strengthens faith, confirms hope, comforts the 
spiritual mind, and calls into sweet exercise the affections of the soul 
in and upon Christ: it is Jesus, "the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever." What love, what grace, and what wisdom shines forth in 
Emmanuel's goings forth from of old to the understanding and 
affections of the quickened soul, when beheld in the glass of the 
Gospel, when seen as He which was, and He states in the spirit of 
revelation in Proverbs viii., where He says, " I was set up from ever
lasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was," &c. Is it not glad 
tidings, a charming sound to the ear of little-faith, the panting souls 

• of the poor and helpless, to hear that his Lord, the Elshadai, his 
Almighty Saviour, went forth in the settlements of everlasting for his 
salvation. 

He who " is able to save to the uttermost all who come to God by 
Him." Pause here, my soul, gaze, wonder, and adore; thou art poor, 
desolate, forsaken, helpless, vile, and despised; but thou hast an 
almighty Friend, therefore, trust in Him, who was, and who now is, 
the same. He is now changing, overturning, and removing the things. 
that are shaken, which cannot remain, that those blessed things, eternal 
realities, which cannot be shaken, may remain: rich men are sent 
away in their emptiness, mighty men are hurled from their exalted 
position, while the poor, and those of low degree, are being exalted. 
Our King Jesus must reign until He hath put all enemies under His 
feet. Secular states are in deep commotion, ec()lesiastical systems are 
in a most feverish condition ; the Lord of Hosts, even our God, which 
was and now is, is going forth fulfilling His Word. He, who delivered 
Israel from Egypt with a high hand and an outstretched arm, will now 
deliver His oppressed poor who cry unto Him. He, who changed the 
filthy garments for Joshua, when he stood before the angel of the Lord, 
and clothed him with holy apparel, and set a fair mitre upon his head, 
will give to all the friends and followers of Joshua a glorious change· 
from the filthy garments of sin, poverty, and misery, to the wearing of 
the immortal robe of Christ's righteousness, the incorruptible, fine 
linen of the saints, when fully raised from the dust and from the dung
hill. 

"Oh ! what a mighty change 
Shall Jesu's sufferers know, 

When ranging o'er the heavenly plains, 
Incapable of woe." 

Enjoying eternal beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 
garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness. Be of good cheer, poor 
believer, the days of sorrow, of temptation, and of tribulation are 
numbered; they can only last the ten appointed days. Be careful for 
nothing, but in everything " by prayer and supplication, with thanks
giving, let your requests be made known unto God." .. If ye be 
reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye, for the Spmt of grace 
and of God resteth upon you; on their part ( the part of the adversary), 
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He is evil spoken of, but on your part, He is glorified. This honour 
hath all His saints, " And they shall be made joyful in the Lord, they 
shall shout for joy, for all things work together for good to them that 
love God." All things in the history of time, all things in the political 
world, all things in the professing Church, all things in the camp of the 
enemy, all things in the inward and downward experiences of the 
saints, all things in the vicissitudes of providence, and the purposes of 
God. The Lord, which is, is preparing the bed of tribulation ::tnd 
sorrow, into which He will throw all the Babylonians, with their mother 
Jezebel, the mother of harlots; but all who are the redeemed of Christ 
shall pass safely through tribulation into the kingdom of our Lord 
Jesus. 

How blessed are those who have passed into the kingdom. "We 
know," says John, "we have passed from death to life, because we 
love the brethren." Do I truly and sincerely love God's dear children? 
Have I passed from death unto life? Am I created anew in Christ 
Jesus? Do I belong to Christ? and am I a member of His called ones 
and faithful? 

I am a professor of religion. I pass many men as Christians. I 
perform the religic,us duties of prayer and of doing good; and am 
much esteemed by the heads of my synagogue. I believe in one God, 
and three persons in the one Deity. But is my faith from heaven? 
Has it a heavenly birth ? Do I belong to the seed of the woman, or to 
Jezebel the prophetess, and those who follow the treachery of Baalam, 
who say they are apostles and Jews, but are not? Solemn questions! 
for He which is, and which was, and which is to come, will soon come 
to judge the people in righteousness, and the world with equity : the 
tempest and the calmed, the hopes and the fears, the wailings and the 
songs, the upheavings from below, and the mysterious revolutions upon 
high, all portend His coming. They are lltie sonnding of His footsteps, 
the rumbling of the wheels of His chariot, who comes to overturn, and 
overturn until He shall come whose right it is. How essential to have 
the loins girt with truth, to have oil in our vessels, and to be prepared 
to go in with the Bridegroom when He shall come to call. 

In these days of a brilliant but unreal profession, of multitudinous 
sprinklings, and gorgeous temples, how necessary to examine ourselves 
whether we be in the faith; to stand still, and in the evil day to abide 
by Christ, poverty, and tribulation ; faithful :-to be 

"Careless myself, a dying man, 
Of dying men·s esteem; 
Content, 0 Lord, if Thou approve, 
Though all beside condemn." 

~ Blessed truly will be His appearing to them who love Him, and who 
look for Him. To see God my Father in the dear person of my ador
able Saviour. To see Him whose feet and hands were nailed by my 
sins, and realize that His blood cleanseth me from all sin. To see the 
fulness of the Godhead in the very nature I am made : bone of my bone, 
and flesh of my flesh. 0, for patience and grace, enabling me to suffer 
for a short time, in order to complete the afflictions of the Anointed Head 
in this my body, for His body's sake: being assured that while the 
afflictions of the precious Christ of God abound in us, so also our conso-
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lation aboundeth through our precious anointed Lord Jesus. Behold, 
says He, "I create new heavens and a new earth; for behold I create 
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy." The good tidings of the 
Gospel reveal the safety of all the poor and afflicted, the tempted and 
persecuted, the helpless and the desolate, who in the midst of these 
tears and_ sorrows go forth serving the Lord with loving hearts. They 
are safe m the Rock of Ages, the Son of God, and the seed of the 
woman. The eternal Logos aid David's Son who has condemned and 
destroyed their sin in the same flesh that sinned, when in His own 
precious body He bore their sins upon the tree. They now being dead 
to sin that they may live a life of righteousness by faith in our Lord 
Jesus, who died for their sins, and rose again for their justification. 

These glad tidings cheered the hearts of our fathers the patriarchs, 
prophets and apostles, and the same precious news now comforts the 
poor, the lame, the blind, the halt ; the people who, knowing their 
complete rnin in the first Adam, have a little knowledge and a little 
faith, and a little love to the Second Adam, which is the Lord from 
Heaven, for His sake the true ecclesia, the ·called of Christ and of God, 
can well afford for a little time to be despised, to have their names cast 
out, to be looked coldly upon, and even to suffer, if called, persecution 
for Jesus' sake. To be counted the filth and offscouring of all things, 
seeing we are delivered from the curse of the law, the condemnation of 
the world, the wrath of God, and all the judgments and ways that must 
come upon the ungodly ; for if we suffer with Him, we shall also reign 
with Him. May our loins be girt about, and our lights burning, and be 
like unto men waiting for their Lord ; and rejoice in hope of His 
kingdom and glory, for whfoh He hath accounted us worthy to suffer 
tribulation, even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen. 

THE CHRISTIAN CONFLICT. 
BY G. BURRELL, OF WATFORD. 

"Return, return, 0 Shulamite; return, return, that we may look upon thee. What 
will ye see in the Shulamite; A.a it were the company of two armies."-Sol.Songvi. 13. 

THERE are deep, hidden, and wonderful mysteries in the Word of 
our God, which the light of eternity alone can disclose, and to 

unfold and reveal these sweet and mighty mysteries, a vast eternity will 
be required and employed, and this must necessarily be so, because it 
is not the word of man, but the Word of God, that God, whose under
standing is infinite, and whose thoughts are unspeakably deep. 

Things, however, of eternal moment and vast importance are very 
simply, fully, and clearly revealed, things which concern our st3:te and 
condition as fallen and ruined sinners, the character and perfect10ns of 
God and His claims, and the great plan of salvation, with the only way 
of escape from deserved and merited wrath. Great and glorious as sal
vation is, blessed be God, it is exceedingly simple, and all devolved on 
One Mighty Being. 'Tis all in Jesus; there is salvation in none other. 
The whole of God is in it, and is realized to precious faith by a look. 
'' Look unto Me and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth, for I am God, 
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and there is none else; beside me there is no Saviour." But the mighty 
mysteries wrapped up in our wondrous Saviour, and His great salvation, 
are set forth in His Word, under almost an endless variety of figures 
and types, which are beyond the finite mind's comprehension. 

God'8 works and ways are unsearchable : how much more is His 
sacred Word a mighty deep, where all our thoughts are, and must be 
drowned I Let us bless the Lord for plain things, for so much that is 
clear, and especially for those things which have been made plain and 
certain to us by the power and demonstration of the Spirit of God. In 
approaching this deeply mystical and spiritual part of Divine inspi
ration, I am sure it becomes us to take the shoes off our feet, for the 
ground is holy; the more spiritual the mind is, the better is it qualified 
to enter into the sweet and deep mystery of this song of songs. " The 
natural man discerneth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither can 
he know them;" and if this assertion is true of the ordinary, or more 
plain things of the Spirit, how much more is it so of the rr.ore deeply 
and snblime parts of the Bible. 

Those highly favoured saints of God, who have been favoured 
to walk closest with Him in holy communion and fellowship, 
have seen most beauty, and realized most fully the sweetness 
of this sacred part of the field of Divine truth. Here we have 
the great, and glorious, and Heavenly Bridegroom of the Church 
exhibited in all His attractive charms, beauties, and excellencies, the 
immensity, intensity, and unchanging nature of His love, with the 
expressions and manifestations thereof to His bride. Here also we have 
a description of the experience of the heaven-born, heaven-bound 
bride of the Lamb, of the nature of that communion she has with her 
Heavenly Lover, her condition in herself, and her completeness in Him; 
her risings and sinkings, her wanderings and returns, her ardent 
desires and her anxious fears, they are all pourtrayed and set forth here. 
And then, beside the Heavenly Bridegroom and bride, we have con
nected with this love song another class of persons, called the daughters 
of Jerusalem; and the language of our text is theirs, at least the first 
part of the verse. These daughters of Jerusalem represent young 
believers, seeking souls, and enquirers after truth, a number of whom 
have always attended and followed with the Church of God. They are 
daughters related to the Church, but have not as yet been brought to 
realize their marriage union to the Heavenly Bridegroom. They are the 
Virgins, the Church's companions, that follow her, spoken of in the 

· 45th Psalm. And they shall be brought unto the King, with gladness 
and rejoicing shall they be brought; they shall enter into the King·s 
palace, and eventually realise their full participation in the love of the 
Bridegroom as the bride. We see their character pourtrayed here; they 
are learners, enquirers, and admirers; they listen and look, and wonder, 
while the Church dilates upon the worth, excellencies, and glory of her 
Beloved. They behold how intimate she seems with Him, 'bow close 
she is favoured to walk with Him, and, consequently, look on with wonder 
and enquire, "Who is this that cometh out of the wilderness like pillars 
of smoke perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, with all powders of 
the merchant ? " They admire her devotions, and are attracted by the 
fervour and fragrance of her graces, as faith, hope and love are mingled 
with her spiritual sacrifices; and from the glowing and wonderful de-
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scription she gives of her Beloved, of His beauties and charms, and that 
from His head to His feet, and of the confidence she expresses of her 
interest in all that He has, and is, they enquire, as in the first verse of 
this chapter," Whither is thy Beloved gone, 0 thou fairest among women, 
whither is thy Beloved turned aside, that we may seek Him with thee?" 
As much as if they had said, we not only admire your graces and envy 
you your position, but our desires are greatly quickened and inflamed, 
that we may seek Him also. This was Paul's aim in his day to win souls 
to Christ, to espouse them as a chaste virgin to Christ, and the way he 
adopted was, to lift up and exalt his great Master :-Christ and Him 
crucified was his constant theme, and so we read the apostles had 
wherever they went some that consorted with them, and followed, and 
clave unto them. So it was here, so it always has been, and so it will be 
to the end of time. There will always be followers after righteousness, 
and seekers of the Lord, and to such the Church replies, "My Beloved 
is gone down into His garden." She directed these daughters to the 
place where she herself had been directed, and found Him, namely, to 
the footsteps of the flock ; where the sheep are, there the Shepherd is ; 
where the garden is, and the plants are, there is the Proprietor. And 
again, these young ones, these daughters of Jerusalem, these seekers in 
Zion, admiringly exclaim, " Who is this that looketh forth as the 
morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, terrible as an army with 
banners, her light seems so clear, her glory so great, and her form so 
majestic, who and what is she, and where did all her glories and ex
cellencies come from? " How great the contrast between her and us, she 
can say without a doubt, " I am my Beloved's, and He is mine," she 
mounts up as on the wings of an eagle in pleasurable and ecstatic joys 

. in communion, and leaves us far, far behind. Where is the secret? We 
cannot mount up with you, therefore Return, return, 0 Shulamite ; return, 
return, that we may look upon Thee ; and the Shulamite, or Salemite, 

. or J erusalemite, the true Church of God replies to their entreaty and 
desire to look upon and examine into the secret of all her blessedness and 
glory, "What will ye see in the Shulamite but as it were the company 
of two armies." Young disciples of Christ are of course, to a great extent, 
at first strangers to the inward conflict, and at first they are very apt 
not only . to admire and envy the Christian of riper and deeper ex
perience, but to look almost for perfection in his walk and conduct; but 
in this they are of course disappointed, for they soon learn by experience 
in themselves, as well as from their observation of others, that there is in 
themselves and in every Christian, as it were, the company of two armies. 

( To be continued.) 

M R. C R U M P T O N'S D EAT H. 

SOME years since Mr. Crumpton left his Church in Yorkshire and 
i came to Soho.: from thence to Silver-street, Kensington. Much 
illness compelled him to resign his pastorate there. Since then he bas 
preached in different places. A few months back he lost his wife ,b,,y 
death ; then his son. On Monday, August 17, 187 4, he entered injp 
rest himself. His path, for a long time, has been one of personal and 
of domestic affliction. Of his life and ministry we may give a fuller 
note next issue. 
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SEVEN OF OUR MINISTERS TAKEN HOME IN ONE 
MONTH. 

How rapid is the flight 
Of godly pastors now ! 

Our Churches weep in sorrow: 
To God's command we bow. 

Tried men were they, 
Yet highly bleat. 

Bless God! they've entered 
Into rest. 

THE month of July, 1874, will be remembered by many as the 
period when their pastors were taken from them by death. In 

that one month were seven of our most devoted and godly ministers 
c_alled home to the Father's house on high. 

MR. THOMAS LAMB, 

OF CRUDWELL, IN WILTS, 

Fell asleep on the 6th of July, 1874, aged 73. 

We may call him the successor of the late John Wigmore, of Crud
well, as pastor of the Baptist Church in that Wiltshire village. Nearly 
thirty years since we had special request to preach for the late Mr. Beard, 
at Hankerton. The late John Wigmore came to hear, made himself 
known, asked us to preach in his chapel. We did so. He then 
expressed his desire to come to London. We opened our pulpit to 
him. Some of the Eden street people heard him; they pressed him to 
preach for them. They built " Rehoboth," Riding house lane: there 
John Wigmore ministered until his death. When he left Crudwell, 
his brother, Thomas Wigmore, Thomas Taylor, and Thomas Lamb 
(with some others) occupied the Crudwell pulpit. Thomas Lamb was, 
however, the more regular minister. To many he was the esteemed, 
the beloved, and the useful pastor: not in Crudwell only, but in 
different parts of Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, and in other parts, Thos. 
Lamb was, for very many years, a laborious and well-received servant 
of Jesus Christ. He . was of a meek spirit, with an intelligent and 
independent mind. He could not bow down to any supposed dignitary; 
hence he was not chronicled amongst those who ha,e a certain sectional 
patent for preaching. But Thomas Lamb was a faithful lover and 
useful follower of the Lord Jesus Christ; and when his memoir is 
written-and we hope some day to see it-it will furnish the leading 
features of a man who could read, preach from, and expound, without 
presumption, the testimony of the ancient Church, when she exclaimed, 
" Thou, 0 God, hast proved us; Thou hast tried us as silver is tried. 
Thou broughtest us into the net; Thou laidest affliction upon our 
loins; Thou hast caused men to ride over our head. We went through 
fire and through water, but Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy 
place." 

With Thomas Lamb we have enjoyed true Christian fellowship, 
but he has left us behind. 

T 



266 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, 

M: R. S. K E M: P, 
ONCE THE FAVOURED MINISTER OF IlROCKLEY GREEN 

lWhere first we knew and preached for him); for the last eleven years pastor of 
Runt's Hill, Glemsford, 

Sunk into the shades of death, July 23, 1874, 
After years of trial, sorrow, and physical wasting, 

For some years S. Kemp was extensively received as a faithful min
ister of the Gospel; but his path was by no means smooth at all times. 
He carried a delicate constitution : hard work heavy outward cares 
many inward sorrows gradually untied the slender strings which held 
body and soul together; consequently, at a rather early age, he passed 
away. Our good brother, Mr. Page, the minister of Cavendish Chapel~ 
kindly supplies the following brief notice :-

THE LATE GLEM:SFORD PASTOR. 
" The memory of the just is blessed," 

" Good John Kent, in one of his Gospel hymns, says, 
" 'The times and means are known to Thee 

When Thou shalt take Thy children home; 
Their days are fu:'d in Thy decree, 

And what shall bring them to the tomb.' 

" The truth of this felt in the soul will quell the murmurings which 
(through infirmity) God's children frequently feel. The dispensations of 
heaven are ofttimes painful to flesh, yet it is ou~· mercy, there is not one 
superfluous pang. The lip of truth bath said, 'In the world ye shall have 
tribulation;' but the blessedness is,' I have overcome the world.' Transpire 
what may, it is all under divine control. Our glorious Lord is at the helm, 
working all things after the counsel of His own will. In accordance with 
His decreed purpose, He has been pleased to take from our ministerial ranks 
our brother beloved, Mr. S. Kemp, Baptist minister of Providence Chapel, 
Glemsford, in the forty-ninth year of his age. His illness, although not so 
protracted as some, was, nevertheless, o, painful one. After taking to his 
bed, he laid there only about five weeks. His memory will be held dear· in 
the circle in which he moved : not simply as one who had a heart to pray for 
and sympathise with the afflicted in Zion, but for those great truths of the 
great salvation, through grace, he was enabled to proclaim. 

"I first became acquainted with him about ten years ago; that acquaint
ance ripened into friendship and fellowship which nothing has broken but 
the iron hand of death. I pass by all to within some six months ago when, 
from conversation I used to have with him, something seemed to say .to me 
his end was approaching. He continued with difficulty to preach as long as 
be possibly could ; at last his physical strength gave way and forced him to 
succmnb. I found, by inquiry of his medical attendant, that be was suffer~ 
ing from congestion of the lungs; and, from time to time of my visiting 
him, I could trace evident symptoms of decay. One Sabbath-day, about two 
months before bis death (I was supplying for him), at the interval of worship 
I saw him. He seemed then to entertain some hope of recovery. My stay 
with him was necessarily short, in consequence of his great weakness; yet, 
before I left him, with a smiling countenance he rose above all things per
taining to time, and broke forth in the folluwing strains:-

"' Bold shall I stand in that great day, 
For who ought to my charge shall lay? 
While, through Thy blood, absolved I am 
From sin's tremendous curse and shame.' 
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11 The love, blood, and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ was the 
foundation upon which, by precious faith, he was resting. Subsec1uently the 
enemy was permitted at times to worry him; yet how blessedly fulfilled was 
that declaration of divine truth, 'Grace shall reign.' On another occasion 
when I visited him, I said,' You have been enabled to preach the doctrines' 
of free and sovereign grace; can you now rest upon those truths you have 
proclaimed ? ' 

" Quickly he replied, ' I have nothing else; I want nothing else to rest 
on; and if I had strength how I would preach Jesus wholly as the Saviour 
of His people.' 

11 Day by day he grew weaker, till Thursday night, July 23, our covenant 
God took his ransomed spirit in glorious triumph to be for ever with his 
Lord. 

"Brother Kemp has left a sorrowing widow, one of the Lord's anointed, 
and four orphans, two of them entirely dependent upon her for support. Her 
position, circumstantially, is a painful one, being left quite destitute. If this 
should meet the eye and heart of some of the Lord's people that have the 
means to assist, even in a small measure, it would be an act of pure charity, 
and would be very gratefully received by the writer on behalf of the widow. 

" On Tuesday, July 28, our deceased brother was interred in his own 
chapel-yard. There was a large gathering of friends to pay the last tribute 
of respect to one whom they loved. The corpse was borne to the chapel by 
four members of his Church, chosen by himself. Mr. Beach, of Chelmsford, 
by the deceased's particular wish, conducted the solemn service. Several 
brethren in the ministry were present who took part in the service. On the 
coffin being placed in the table-pew, Mr. Willings, of Halstead, gave out the 
hymn, 

" 'Why do we mourn departed friends, 
Or shake at death's alarms? ' 

"Mr. Willson,' of Clare, read God's Word and offered prayer. Mr. Smith, 
of Halstead, gave a solemn and feeling address. Mr. Debnam, of Bradfield, 
closed this part of the service by prayer. 

"The coffin was then removed to the grave and lowered therein. }Ir. 
Beach then proceeded to address the mourners and spectators. He spoke 
affectionately and impressively of the many ways the neighbourhood, the 
village, the congregation, the Church, the orphan children, and the sorrowing 
widow had sustained a great loss. When he (the speaker) came to the last 
point of his address, his kind and sympathetic feelings gave way, which 
caused many to drop the silent tear around the tomb of one much loved. I 
thought when taking the last look into that grave, where rests all that is 
mortal of our brother, how suitable the words I have somewhere read, and 
with what feeling and confidence I could repeat them :-

" ' Repose here, precious clay, 
Thou art in safe custocly. Omnipotence 
Is the invisible Guardian of thy tomb. 
Jesus, the mighty Conqueror of death, 
Rath said, ".Fear not, for I am He that liveth 
And ,was dead. Behold, I am alive for evermore."' 

" ROBERT p AGE. 
"Cavendish, Suffolk, Aug. 3, 1874.u 

[The widow and fatherless children of one who was worn out in the 
service of the Gospel must not be forgotten. Oh! brethren, pt'aL'
tice James i. 27. J 

MR. JOHN CLARK'S decease and funeral we recorded last month. 
We here quote the lines on his memorial card :-
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IN AFFECTIONATE REMEMBRANCE OF 

JOHN CLARK, 

Who Died July 2nd, 187 4. Aged 84 years. 
INTERRED AT NORWOOD CEMETERY. 

'" Absent from the body, present with the Lord." No. of grave, 963. 

Could we transfer to these pages his Carte, we should furnish the 
ima~:e of a man who "Looked like what he was,-A heaven-made 
witness for Christ." We cannot do that this month; but his "Ruined 
Castle" we hope to reproduce some day. It opens up" The Straight 
Gate," with its surroundings, in a peculiar and powerful way. 

"THE TRAVELLING DEVONSHIRE MISSIONARY," Mr. Zechariah 
Turner (whose decease was also recorded last month), went through a 
varied path of an unusual character. We may copy some leaves from 
his life yet: but many of his expressed experiences never can be clearly 
defined. We are inclined to believe that the more gloomy passages in 
a minister's life should be recorded for the benefit of those who come 
after him. There are many in London, in Devon, and in other parts of 
the kingdom, who enjoyed bis ministry above any they ever heard. 
There are others who stmnbled fearfully over some things: but, with 
many public men, of large experiences, we suppose this always will be 
the case. 

"GREAT SUFFERINGS! GREAT PEACE I" 
Black-bordered envelopes nearly every day come to tell us another 

friend has left us in this valley of Bacca. It is painful to witness how 
fast tbe Lord doth call the workmen home! Of the death of Mr. 
JOHN BRETT, we have the following note:-

" West End Road, Harlington, Middlesex. 
"To C. W. BANKs,-Mr. John Brett, of Hatton, is gone home. HP, died 

Tuesday, August 4th, 1874, after a few days' illness. I was with him all 
night. Poor man ! his sufferings were great : but his end was peace. The 
first day or two of his illness he was in a very dark state of mind ; but the 
latter part, and especially the last night I was up with him, he was without doubt 
or fear happy in the Lord. Frequently he has been preaching at Hungary 
Hill. He will be buried in Bedfont Church-yard, about a mile from Hatton, 
on Sunday afternoon, August 9th. I know not how we shall go on at Hatton 
now our minister is gone. F. LEAKE." 

"BROKEN PILLARS." 
"If the good man of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, 

he wuuld have watched; and would not have suffered his house to be broken up."
Matt. xxiv. 43. 

~\s we sat weeping over a lump of letters, almost every one of which 
told us of the death of some dear departed brother minister, a scene 
we have never quite forgotten came forth before our inner mind. It 
was around the open grave of the late Josiah Denham, when, as soon 
as the coffin was laid down in the earth, the then rather youthful Mr. 
C. H. Spurgeon stepped on to the edge of the grave, and looking in, he 
said,'' Dear Brother,-As Jeremiah lamented for good Josiah of old, 
so "ould we lament over thee," etc. And, since that day, over many 
graves have we felt the silent tear of sorrow, which from the heart did 
flow! 
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The stern realities of death are strongly referred to in the scripture 
at the head of this note ; and the condition of the soul most desirable 
for every believer, is defined. The frail tenement to which the inner 
man, the good man, doth dwell, Jesus calls His house. Disease, death, 
the coming of the Lord, He compares unto a thief: because, when we 
looked not for them they came, and the " house was broken up." To 
those who are yet in their temporary lodging, our blessed Lord saith, 
"Be ye also ready:" look out for Him : be on your watch : "for at such 
an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh." 

Tidings have just reached us from TUNIS, a State in Northern 
Africa, of the death of 

MR. WILLIAM FENNER ; 
of whom his beloved sister, in a note to us, says : 

, " London, W. 
"MY DEAR Srn,-You will, I know, be sorry, for the Saviour's sake, to ]earn 

of the death of my dear brother William. He departed in the faith and hope 
of the Gospel, much beloved by all who knew him, leaving a widow, one son, 
and two daughters, to lament their loss. You knew him when a child, and 
have always taken great interest in his work ; and for yourself, I know, his 
esteem was very great.-Sincerely, .J. CL.HTON." 

".August 8th, 1374." 

The mourning card enclosed reads as follows : 
IN AFFECTIONATE REMEMBRANCE OF 

T H E R E v. W I L L I A M F E N N E R, 
AGED 43 YEARS, 

Who fell asleep in Jesus, July 22nd, 18H, 
After seventeen years of devoted service to his Lord and Master. 

INTERRED AT THE BAB-CARTIIAGENA, TUNIS. 

This beloved child of God, from his earliest years, realised a most 
intense desire to be useful for Christ as a Missionary to the Jews. .And 
in this desire of his heart he laboured with an intelligent and pure zeal, 
until he fell, as we believe, a martyr to the climate and to the laborious 
work he was called to engage in. 

Of his origin, ancestry, experience, and work, we shall endeavour to 
give some notes; for, from our heart we loved him, because we saw in 
him the Spirit of the Son of God in a most holy and heavenly manner. 
Alas ! he has fallen in his prime. 

A LONG, DARK VALLEY. 
Our late brother, James Wells, was not the only one of God's 

servants whose sufferings in the outer man were exceedingly painful 
and protracted. 

Our ministerial brother, Mr. MuRRELLS PLAICE, was, we think, 
more than eighteen months. gradually and increasingly suffering from 
bodily afflictions most extremely severe. His devoted and faithful wife, 
his tender-hearted and affectionate daughters, his sympathising and 
sorrowful Church and people, watched over him by night and by day, 
painfully witnessing his agonies, but unable to relieve him. He was 
born June 9th, 1817. He died July 27th, 1874: just over 57 years of 
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age. Some few years ago we found him in Sudbury, Suffolk, anxious 
to remove. We had faith to believe he would be useful at Whitestone; 
thither he removed. Dming his five years work there, the chapel has been 
renovated, the burial ground enlarged, the Church and congregation 
increased, and the school abundantly improved. Indeed, Mr. Murrells 
Pl&ice and his excellent family have been a blessing to Whitestone 
Cause. In the midst of his prosperity, he is most mysteriously taken 
away from bis widow and daughters. Some aid must be rendered. 
Our Churches must not leave the widow and fatherless children to 
suffer. 

Mr. Thomas Mudge, Pastor of Fown hope, assisted at the funeral, 
and preached the funeral sermon. We hope he will furnish further 
particulars. 

THE WE.ARY PILGRIM'S REQUEST. 

LET me go home ! for this world is so dreary; 
Let me go home! for my spirit ia weary; 
Weary of conflict, and weary of sorrow, 
And weary of toiling ao much for the morrow: 

Let me go home ! where all ia abiding ; 
Let me go home! in my J eaua confiding; 
There nothing uncertain shall harass or vex me, 
Nor sin nor temptation no more shall perplex me. 

Let me go home ! for my spirit awaketh; 
Let me go home! for the morning now breaketh; 
The darkness is passing, the prospect ia cheering, 
.And heaven's eternal realities nearing. 

FAITH'S REPLY. 

OH! why so desponding, and why art thou weary? 
These trials of earth are thy Father's decree; 

The aspect of all things around may be dreary, 
But heaven and glory are waiting for thee. 

Yes, thou shalt go home to the ransomed in glory, 
But tarry thy Father's good pleasure awhile: 

He'll never forsake thee, but still go before thee, 
.And ,light up the wilderness gloom with a smile. 

Yes, thou shalt go home, poor tempest-tost spirit, 
Released.from corruption, from sorrow set free; 

A home in eternity thou shalt inherit, 
And life everlasting thy portion shall be. 

Yes, thou shalt go home to Jesus thy Saviour, 
.And home to the spirits made perfect above ; 

Go home to the rest that remaineth for ever, 
Through sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love! 

Torquay, August 25th, 1860, W. P. WAKlllnAM. 
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A PRECIOUS NOTE .FROM DANIEL ALLEN. 

MUCH BELOVED BROTHER IN THE LORD JESUS,
, CHARLES WATERS BANKS,-Love, mercy, and peace ever be 

unto you, and to all my dear kindred in Christ with you, in the dear 
old land of my birth, from our own blessed covenant-keeping God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Oh, my brother, how much I feel overcome with a sweet sense of 
the Lord's goodness, manifested in your loving communications to me, 
publicly and privately, and others, also, of like kind. Blessed be the 
Lord, our loving God, brotherly love is not yet extinguished. It lives 
in the saints, and I trust the time is near when heaven's breath will 
kindle it in the saints to an immortal flame. 

We all feel grateful for the constant interest you take_ in us, whom 
God has (in His inscrutable sovereignty) stationed at these ends of the 
earth, where we" Remembered the Lord afar off, and let Jerusalem 
come into our minds." Yes, my brother, in our ascent to the throne 
of the Great King Immortal, we remember Zion in Britain's time
honoured isle, and ever feel-

" There our best friends, our kindred dwell ; 
There God our Saviour reigns.'' 

Ah, our aspirations, too, like incense rise-

" Our souls shall pray for Zion still, 
While life or breath remains." 

We thank you, and praise the Lord for your intentions, relative to 
sending µs tracts, &c. Some good has been done, and much will be 
done, by the spreading of the truth of God among the sons of men 
in these dark parts of the earth. 

During the last fourteen months we have paid over £75 for publish
ing, &c., and contributed over £125 to the aged, sick, and bereaved. 
Praise the Lord that He should thus enable and dispose the dear saint,s 
one towards another. 

We shall very anxiously look for the parcel of VESSELS and CHEER
ING WORDS. 

We have longed to hear of your meeting of sympathy with us, by 
the assembling of our. brethren in London, to pray for us, that the Lord 
may bless and prosper our poor feeble efforts to uplift-

" The stem of Jesse's rod. 
And crown Hirn Lord of all." 

We long for the good and kind words of holy encouragement, 
emanating from brotherly and sisterly hearts, coming to us from such 
a meeting over the tops of the foaming waves of many a raging sea. 
Sweet are the accents breathed from brotherly and sisterly hearts, 
where many waters cannot quench the love divine. 

"No scanty soil this love must find, 
Its vigour to control ; 

It takes its root upon the mind, 
And strikes into the soul." 
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H,elative to the question of coming to England for a month or two. 
Why, surely, I should die with bliss on the spot, and never get back to 
New South Wales again! What! would you have me tell out the 
flowing love, the heart-cleansing blood, the amazing mercy, and the 
boundless grace of our dear Lord Jesus Christ, in London, where my 
foot never yet trod ? 

" Would you have me then tell to sinne1·s round, 
What a dear Saviour I have found? " 

No; I am not worthy to come to you. This is too great a favour for 
such a mere thing, a worm, a particle of dust as I am. The Lord 
won't do such a thing as this. My love to my people would not let me 
part for nine months; and if they love me as I hope they do, they 
would not let me. The Lord's service will not let me. The want of 
means will not let me. My dear ones will not let me. The want of 
an efficient substitute will not let me. If the Lord will make His 
people able and willing in England and here. If He would, send you, 
or some one like you, here in my absence. If He would enable our 
love to stretch sixteen thousand miles, and hold fast by inseparable 
strength all the time, then it would be delightful to see the saints and 
servants of the Most High God in London, and faint away in the 
blessedness of the Son of God in us, kindled to a sacred flame. 

" This is all I can do, this is all I can say
.A.II the rest must be included in-

• Lord ! let us pray.'" 

I can say the spirit of your advice to me, relative to nearness to 
the Lord in prayer, has been my rule of life for many years, in which 
I have found much heavenly blessedness of mind, and efficient pre
paredness for the service of the Lord. Nor sin, nor earth, nor hell, 
can pull the poor thing down that holds hard and long at the footstool 
of the Lord Jesus. The morning dew which, on Zion's hill, lays the 
dust of human infirmity all the day in the fierce sun of temptation, and 
gives vigour to mown grass, broken reeds, and drooping flowers. · 

" I know His courts I'll enter in, 
Whatever may oppose." 

Oh, the boundlessness, the unspeakableness of the mercy of access to 
Jesus in all the wants, woes, sorrows, griefs, cares, burdens, sins, and 
fierce assaults of hell, in this wilderness below. To tell Him all! all the 
bad deplore ; and entreat farther supplies of pardoning and forgiving 
love and sustaining grace. Our Lord has truly been loving, pitiful, 
and kind to weak and worthless worms. I must give a good report of 
Him, and-

" Tell what His arm has done, 
What spoils from death He won ; 
Sing His dear name alone, 

Worthy the Lamb." 

With a brother's love to you in Him, and also to all His seed in 
my nation, to whom you send greeting in faith and love, believe me to 
ever remain, your much obliged, grateful, and loving friend and 
brother in Christ, DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

Sydney, May 29th, 1874. 
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" THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS SUFFERINGS." 

A SON(I " FOR THE SONS OF MISERABLE MAN." 

PAUL included the above sentence in his wonderful desires 
concerning his Holy Lord. When writing to the Philippians, 

he declares he had suffered the loss of all things ; and he did count 
them all as dung. What for? How singularly expressive and definite 
his answers. He says:-

" That I may win Christ;" 
"That I may be found in Him;" 
" That I may know Him." 
" And the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 

sufferings, being made conformable unto His death." 
One sentence only can I fasten upon at this time, that is "The 

fellowship of His sufferings;" by which Paul means, as I believe, Let 
me experimentally die as perfectly unto sin, and rise as perfectly above 
and away from all the consequences of sin, as did my Lord Jesus, 
when, on the cross, He exclaimed, "It is finished." And when on the 
borders of the grave, out of which He had risen, He said, "I ascend 
unto My Father, and to your Father, and to My God, and to your God." 
These two much-meaning expressions of our lovely Immanuel com
prehend the full scope of Paul's desire, " The fellowship of His 
sufferings." If, by any means, saith he, " I might attain unto the resur
rection of the dead." 

It has come into my heart, while in silent meditations before the 
Lord, that both these parts of fellowship with Christ's sufferings were 
referred to, in the spirit of prophecy, in the eighty-seventh Psalm. 
· Most good people know that the late William Romaine studied that 
eighty~seventh Psalm very closely, and he says its title should read, 
"For the sons of miserable man this Psalm is to be sung." 

Now, Who is this Miserable Man? 
1. It is our Lord Jesus in His low estate. Who could be more 

miserable than Jesus was when they mocked Him, smote Him, dragged 
Him to the ground, nailed Him to the tree; when, all in darkness and 
forsaken,-

He bled and cried, 
He prayed and died ; 
When, once for all, 
In pain and thrall, 

He dld His life lay down ? 

As the Son of Man, and as the atoning God-Man, He was miserable 
indeed I All true believers are the sons of this Miserable Man, and 
they are oftentimes in much misery, too; for Satan hateth them; the 
world hateth them, and they frequently feel a hatred to themselves, 
therefore for the sons of miserable man, this Psalm is to be sung. 

The first Adam, when he fell, was miserable enough, and we are all 
the sons of this poor father, miserable Adam ; but, for these poor sons 
of miserable man, this Psalm is to be sung. This Gospel Psalm is to 
be "sung!" not doled out with awful death-like denunciations ; not 
groaned out as though we feared one more might be saved than God 
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intended; but, out of a living soul, out of a loving heart, out of a 
spirit set free by faith in the blessed Redeemer, we are to sing the 
Psalm with the one sacred desire of thereby gathering in as many of 
the sons of miserable man, as the Lord our God, by the ministry of the 
Gospel, shall be pleased to call. 

What are we to sing·? The Psalm is full of commendations of the 
Saviour's Mediatorial 'Kingdom; which commendations are all cal
culated to meet the sons of man in their different kinds of misery. 

Some are full of fears respecting the stability of His kingdom. 
There is so much said of, and done by, the enemies of Christ's kingdom, 
that some believers fear it must fall, or they fear that they shall fall 
and never reach the glorious home of God at last. But in this Psalm 
it is declared that His foundation is in the holy mountains. High up 
in the attributes, in the counsels, covenants, purposes and promises of 
the eternal God, is the foundation of the Saviour's kingdom laid. 

In London they have just erected a church over the arches of an 
underground railway, which, some day, may fall in; but Moses said, 
" .A.scribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the Rock; His work is 
perfect." 

No failure shall this kingdom know, 
'Tia built in God secure ! 

Oh! poor miserable man, let us sing this Psalm unto you. " God 
is our Refuge (in Christ) and Olll' Strength (in and by the Holy Ghost); 
a very present Help in trouble." ' 

"Rock of Ages, shelter me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee." 

"Religion," say some, " is a most miserable matter; it drives 
people to melancholy and gloom, to sorrow and sadness of heart." 

Nay. We are to sing, "The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more 
than all the dwellings of Jacob." Poor Jacob's dwelling-places are 
miserable here, it may be : the cares and snares, the afflictions and 
crosses of this lower life are very many, and melancholy, too; but let a 
man come inside the gates of Zion ; let saving grace bring him fully 
into the blessedness and liberty of the Gospel ; let him be lifted o~t 
of the horrible pit, and up from all the miry clay; let the Lord set his 
feet upon the Rock, and establish his goings: then shall a new song 
be found in his mouth, " even praise unto our God." . 

The Lord delighteth in His people, He taketh pleasure in His 
saints, and if you do not realise something of the lovingkindness of 
the Lord in the gates of Zion, it is because Satan is in the pulpit, _or 
the golden wedge is in the pew. Some idolatry or heresy is crept m, 
and the Lord has, for a small moment, hidden His face. .A.11 the gates 
of Zion are dear unto Him. Electing love! Covenant union I Redeem
ing mercy! The new creation in the soul ! The new heart! The door 
of faith! All these precious gates of Zion are beloved of the Lord, 
and in them His people shall enjoy the rivers of .love and mercy, 
making their hearts many times to sing for joy. 

My correc;pondents will not be pleased if I go singing any further 
into this Psalm now. But of the fruits of "The Purchase and the 
Price " large clusters, I hope, have yet to be gathered by the hands of 
faith and humbly presented by CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 
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WHO CAN THE SA. VIOUR'S SORROWS TELL ? 

The late William Palmer, of Homerton Row, wrote or delivered the 
following remarkable comment on Isaiah liii. 6, which is published by 
J. Haines, in Green Leaves, No. 3. We give it entire, as follows:-

"The Lord bath laid on Him the iniquities of us all." 

Or as the Hebrew " made the iniquities of us to meet on Him." 
All the sins of God's people in every age of the world, which they ever 
did or ever will commit, came from all quarters of the globe and met on 
Him, or in Him, i.e., in His soul. The word also signifies to rush, fall 
upon, and may denote the sins of all His people falling and rushing 
upon Him like an infuriated army. Now, the punishment due to sin 
is undoubtedly intended, and represents the most awful sufferings by 
the most striking and terrible images. Thus all the sins of His people 
meeting on Him, or in Him, denotes all the punishment due to those 
sins; and the allusion very probably is to the rays of the sun collected 
by a burning lens, meeting in one focus, and directing their multiplied 
and united energies to one spot. Thus Justice was the lens that col
lected all the dreadful wrath of that God who is a consuming fire. 
Cou+d all the rays which the sun ever emitted, be collected, what a 
tremendous action would it produce! But O ! what unimaginable 
anguish must be excited, when all the flames of hell concentrated their 
intense agency for ages and ages, and poured with torturing fury their 
immense and dreadful contents upon the Lamb ordained to expiate my 
guilt I Well might He "be sore amazed-in agony-sweat blood-cry 
upon the cross, ' Why hast Thon forsaken Me ? ' My heart is melted 
like wax-how long shall Thy wrath burn like fire?" Well might the 
sun refuse to shine-the rocks be rent-the graves opened-the dead 
disturbed-and nature reel, and yawn, and gasp in horrible convul
sions ! It might have-but stop, "It is finished," His cries and tears 
are now all o'er- the dreadful work is done - the thunders are 
hushed-the lightnings are quenched-the clouds are discharged-the 
sun throws off his funeral pall, nature regains her tranquillity, and 
every odorous zephyr breathes the astonished news from heaven, "Fury 
is not in Me! " 

"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain," may ransomed sinners say, 
"To receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing." May I live to call Him blessed, to throw 
myself upon the sparkling pavement of His feet, and rise to crown Him 
Lord of all. May I live to cast my little mite into His boundless 
treasury of praise, and mingle with eternal strains. 

[William Palmer never had any faith in us : he smote us hard at times. 
In our inmost soul, under the smitings of men, we have many times 
said, "Let him alone: let him curse (it may be); the Lord hath 
bidden him." Few know what deep-hidden sorrows these smitings 
bring. When we read William Palmer on our Saviour's sorrows, as 
given above, we realized such a oneness of soul with him as we had 
never done before.-Eo.J 
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A PRAYER FOR A REVIVAL 
BY MR. GEORGE WEBB, 

Pa.._-:t01· of the Chm'Ch Meeting at Canulen Lectnre Hall. 

"Wilt Thou not revive us again; that Thy people may rejoice in Thee? Shew 
us Thy mercy, 0 Lord, and grant us Thy salvation."-Psalm lxxxv. 6, 7. 

PRAYER is the means ordained by God by which blessings are 
communicated to His people. It is both a duty and a privilege: 

a duty-for it is surely incmnbent on them to employ the means which 
He has deigned to prescribe ; and a privilege to have access to Him in 
all their sorrows, encouraged by the sweet promise, " Call upon Me in 
the day of trouble ; and I will deliver thee and thou shalt glorify Me.'.' 

There are three things in the text. First, The Conditions Implied; 
second, A Consciousness felt OF A LOW STATE; and third, The Prayer 
put up. 

I. THE CONDITION IMPLIED. God's ancient people were in a sad 
and low state, because His presence and blessing were withheld from 
them ; and they were like a withered plant without the genial rays of 
the sun and the refreshing drops of dew~ And is this not a true picture 
of the genernl condition of our Churches at the pre!')ent time, and I 
might also add of the condition of the people of God generally ? There. 
are many saying :-

"Where is the blessedness I knew · 
When first I saw the Lord? " 

There seems to be a great lack of spiritual-mindedness and vital 
godliness among the people of God. We cannot blind our eyes. to the 
fact that there ie much conformity to this world, and a neglect of the 
use of the means of grace which will tend to bring us into a low spiritual 
condition. 

It is my firm belief that the Holy Ghost has been grieved and 
ignored, and has, to a great extent, withdrawn His divine influence from 
us, and we feel painfully powerless in our prayers, services,. and con
versation. What worldly-mindedness and excitement are sought after, 
such as concerts and entertainments, which are only calculated to please 
the flesh and to starve the soul. How dishonouring is all this to God. 
" Fools because of their iniquities are afflicted," saith the Word of God, 
and to be carnally-minded is death, but to be spiritually-minded is life 
and peace. 

II. A CONSCIOUSNESS FELT OF OUR LOW CONDITION, and need of a 
revival, and a desire for a better state of things. We have reason to 
hope that there are many of the servants of God, and of His people also 
in our churches, who deplore the sad condition we are in, and say, " 0 
that it was with me as in months past." There seems, to some extent, 
to be a growing anxiety for a better state of things, and a consciousness 
of our departure from the Lord, and forsaking the precepts of His Word. 
Many are solemnly pondering over the words, " Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unto you," and are deeply persuaded that the Lord alone can 
bring about a revival. 
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'' All our help must come from Thee." 
III. THE PRAYER PUT UP. A feeling want of a revival will lead to 

a seeking after it, by prayer and supplir,ation to God, and faith in His 
ability to bring it to pass. "Wilt Thou not revive us again that Thy 
people may rejoice in Thee." What great encouragement we have in 
His Word to ask for these blessings. "Ask and ye shall receive," Seek 
and ye shall find." 

Some would tell us that if we are earnest, and if we are sincere, the 
Lord will not fail to grant our request. This appears to us a most un
scriptural method of stating the matter. The question rather is, What 
God hath said on these weighty and momentous things. " For these 
things I will be enquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them." 
When we are made to feel our want of the blessing, we shall be earnest 
in our prayers at His throne, like Jabez, who said, "Oh that Thou 
wouldst bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that Thine hand 
might be with me, and that Thou wouldst keep me from evil, that it 
may not grieve me." Or, like the Psalmist David, who said, " Restore 
unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me by Thy free Rpirit." 
(1). The prayer was for a rejoicing in the Lord. When the Lord puts 
forth His power with the Word preached, and pours out His Divine 
influence upon the people, and fulfils His promise in their experience, 
that "The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor 
among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel." Then is it a 
revival indeed, and a time of heart rejoicing. 

How important the prayer, "Let Thy work appear unto Thy servants, 
and Thy glory unto their children. And establish Thou the work of 
our hands upon us." May the Lord help His servants to preach the 
Gospel with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. Then there will 
be a revival in our Churches. The Lord grant a spirit of prayer upon 
His people, that they may feel alive to their obligations to Him. It 
was a saying of dear Mr. Foreman's, that the way to rejoice in the 
promise is to practice the precept. So we believe "Ye have not, 
because ye ask not ; ye receive not, because ye ask amiss, that 
ye may consume it upon your lusts." There must be a return to 
the practice of the precept, so at least the writer believes, before the 
blessing of a revival will be enjoyed. 

(2). The Psalmist's prayer was for mercy and salvation: "Show us 
Thy mercy." Mercy is a precious blessing. How it revives the drooping 
spirits. "It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed," said 
one, when the Lord revived his heart. Show us Thy pardoning mercy; 
thy restoring mercy ; and Thy comforting mercy. The Apostle said; 
"Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace; that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." 

" God be merciful unto us, and bless us, and cause Thy face to shine 
upon us, and we shall be saved." May the Lord show us mercy in our 
Churches, and in our hearts, by reviving His work, and pouring down 
His blessing upon us, reviving us in our gifts and g-races, and with a 
spirit of devotedness to His service, that we may feel more than ever 
that " we are not our own, but that we are bought with a price, and 
therefore should seek to glorify God in our bodies and our spirits 
which are His." May the Lord grant His blessing, for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 
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THE GLORY YET TO DE REVEALED. 
"Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away."-Cant ii. 13, 

CHILD of God, fear not the piercing summons(the blessed invitation), 
when'er thy God sh&ll be pleased to bid thy vital spark to CJ,Uit this 

cnmberous clay. Fear not the dread alarm that scatters thy bewildering 
thoughts both far and wide. The monster death is but an agent employed 
to disunite thy blood-washed soul from thy sin-worn tabernacle. 
" Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away" from thy poverty, from 
this land of sorrow, desolation and woe, and inhabit thy Redeemer's 
kingdom, "my love, my undefiled." Thy pilgrimage on this scene of 
strife is finished, thy tempestuous voyage is ended, the final waves are 
passing o'er thee, no more to rise upon the shores of time. 

Tried believer, what can it be to be free from burdens and cares ? 
Will the hurricane, indeed, cease ? Does the languishing frame draw 
near the close of its suffering ? Can it be possible those huge billows of 
heart-aching grief and sorrow will roll no more, and the last struggle 
come and begone for ever? 0 poor soul, it is and shall verily be so; the 
nntold glory of thy spirit's freedom is yet in store for thee. 

Poor distressed pilgrim, take courage, for there shall be no pinching 
frost up yonder, no racking pain in that glory world where Jesus is. 
Thy cupboard may be at present bare, but, oh, what a Canaan will that 
be, flowing continually with milk and honey. The winds now mock 
thy tattered garments, and the chilling blasts pierce thy clay-built habi
tation, but there thou shalt be clothed in purple and fine linen (which 
iti the righteousness of the saints). Here, poor Zionite, thou dost suffer· 
hunger, but such a thing is not experienced there. Thou art here 
despised by the passing Levite, but there shalt thou be in the company 
of the Good Samaritan. Here a frowning world kicks at thee, and the 
grace that bedecks thy soul, but there thou shalt be looked upon as the 
Lamb's fair bride. Here thou art in bondage, there in glorious liberty ; 
here thou art penniless, there thy barns shall be for ever full; here thou 
dost tread upon the thorns of the desert, there, the flowers of Eden 
bloom; here thou dost encounter reptiles, serpents, asps, and the cock
atrice's den, but there thou shalt enjoy the smile of thy redeeming Lord; 
here thou art hunted like a partridge upon the mountains, but oh, there 
the pursuing tyrant can never reign; he succumbs finally at this 
startling summons, "Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away." 

Poor prisoner of hope, thy wasted body cannot hold thy spirit long, 
when thy King cometh it will wither at His sight, and .when· _he' 
co=ands, nature will let its royal prisoner loose, and then the ti:ium~, 
phant shout, "Victory through the blood of the Lamb !" 

The Lord Jehovah grant that when we hear our Father's w,elcome' 
voice, and our Redeemer's gentle whisper, combined with the Holy 
Spirit's power, saying, "Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away," 
we may not fear death's approach, for it will only serve to carry our 
longing soul from this conflicting scene of warfare to breathe in 
heavenly bowers with our altogether lovely Lord, to behold the grandeur 
of the second advent, to gaze upon the "brightness of the Father's glory," 
to take part in the general assembly at the resurrection morn, enveloped 
in clouds of majestic glory, and to for ever reign and dwell where the 
King Immortal shall sway His universal sceptre o'er unknown worlds. 

Forest Gate, Essex, July, 1874. A Pooa WORM. 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 279 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

"OLD ARTHLINGBORO' STEEPLE." i (whose daughter still" favours the righteous 
July 28 1874. 1 r.ause "); there was pastor Trimming and 

, )Four times durin the last tw:nty-four his wife? whose dust in the chapel-cemet~ry 
yeat•s have we pleaJed for lrthlingborouo-h doth quietly sleep; there w~• John Corbitt, 
Sunday-school. Last Saturday eveni~ who was Just about to stee mto _the parson
found a quiet comfortable lod in in Mrf age and pastorate too at this lrthlmghoroug;h, 
Rookesby's c~ttage. Four se~vi!es before :~!n. the angel so suddenly beckoned him 
me ; no special message. Before rest the Y · . 
morning text was found. Went through the And close beside the outer wall 
three services on Sunday with a degree of A stone doth tell t~e tale, 
liberty; but, to me, the evening was the I That hei:e h~ dr?pt his harness, 
happiest time. The sr,bool-children and And btd htS friends farewell. 
choir _filled the galleries; friends from sur-, Well, what and who remains in Irthling
roundmg Churches came and filled the j borough now ? The serious and sacred
chapel. The _singing _was very deligbtf~l; 1 looking meeting-house is still the same. 
of the preach11;1g n?thmg here can be said. , On Blisworth Junction long I wait; 
The Churches m tins part of Northampton- I Much time seems wasted here· 
shire are quiet. Mr. Bull, at Wellingborough But travellers must endure their' fate 
Tabernacle, holds fast the.old-fashioned G;os- And trust-but never fear. ' 
pel; but some of the pillars are bendmg 
under the weight of years. 

"We all do fade as a leaf." 
Wellingborough has been famous for its 

noble and generous supporters of the Gos
pel · the large and useful family ol the 
Duflys and others have, for the last fifty 
years, instrumentally helped on the Gospel 
kingdom, and the Saviour's promise secures 
to all who love and honour Him a full re
ward, The late Charles Drawbridge's Church 
in Rushden is without a pastor; the brethren 
Bennett, Joseph Warren, and others have 
well supplied them. Raunds Church bas 
Mr, Pearce for its pastor, with faith, hope, 
and charity. Woodford has had its changes, 
but it lives and sings of sovereign grace. 
Northampton has its witnesses for God's 

The school-house and rooms, in connection 
with IrtWingborougb meeting-house, must 
be rebuilt. The present pastor, his excellent 
deacons, the superintendent, and the mem
bers will see that this is speedily done ; but 
they will require help from all who love to 
encourage faithful Sunday-school teaching. 
That help, I hope, they soon will receive. A 
Restoring Fund has been commenced, and 
it was a Tittle augmented by a collection after 
my lecture on the Monday e'l'ening. 

Once more to dear old lrthlingborough I 
have bid adieu. With the bereaved George 
Arnsby and a few more we had some good 
talk about the journey homeward. .Hay the 
old church be repaired, and our chapel re-
bnil t, So prays C. W. B. 

new covenant salvation, and the candlestick WHAT Is DE AT H? WHERE 
has still a light which sheds, rays of light IS HEAVEN ? 
upon the highway, and ·":a,',way" wherein 
onJy the ransomed can happily' _walk. 

Irthlingborougb Baptist meeting-house is 
of such ancient date, that even our friend, 
Mr. George Arnsby, cannot trace its origin, 
and he bas been a subscriber to that cause 
nearly fifty years. For very many years his 
house has been the resting-place of nearly 
all the known Strict Baptist ministers who 
have preached the Gospel ii'.! England during 
the last hall-century. "We" have all, in 
our turn, found warm hearts, smiling faces, 
and domestic comforts in the residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnsby, of Irthlingborough. 
She went home, some few years since, at the 
ripe age of seventy-four. Her bereaved 
husband waits with tears in his eyes till his 
last summons come. We desire to be thank
ful to the great Captain of our salvation who 
alw11ys raiseth up some Joseph of Arima
thea, some Lydia, or a good-hearted Crispus 
or Gains to take care of His poor servants 
when on some excursion of mercy He is 
pleased to send them. There was the owner 
of the mill, the Bealls of blessed memory 

1lfid-West, July 30, 1874, 
CHALKSHIRE ANNIVERSARY. 

A bot summer's sun ; 
The harvest's begun. 
Oh ! harvest of all, 
When home God will call 
The redeem'd from the fall, 
To find Him their All :-

Shall I then be there ? 
Talking the other day to Mrs. Rookesby, 

it came so strong to my mind and I said, 
" When the soul leaveth the body it goeth 
up to indescribable bliss, or downward to 
dark dismay. If, now, our souls ascend by 
faith, and prayer, and feeble or fervent de
sires God ward · if, now, we approve things 
that are excellent, surely the grace which 
now lifteth our spirits almost out of our 
bodies at timee, will then ripen into an end
less state of glory." 

Oh ! may we then 
Our Saviour see 
In all His grand perfection! 
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How the unfoldings of 1111 His Majesty 
will affect us is plainly revealed in the Reve
lation of St. John the Divine. Still we 
often sigh out, 

" But what mnst It be to be there?" 

Through cornfields we are running ; all 
nature witnesseth, 

Our God He is faithful; 
His Word is quite true; 

He saith to His people, 
" I 'II not forsake you." 

In a dream (and our fathers had dreams), 
this verse of Paul's came distinctlv into my 
mind, " Not of works, lest any man should 
boast." 

The whole glory of the Church's salvation 
is to be given unto a Triune Jehovah; not 
one particle of it hang'S abstractedly de
pendent ufon the will or work of the 
creature. t was begun, it is continued, 
and will be consummated by the Lord GM 
of Israel. The sentence fell in my soul like 
a steam-driven hammer, crushing free-will 
and duty-faith principles to atoms; and that 
was the aim of Paul in the context and the 
text as well. 

" Not of works." 
If salvation depends for its finishing stroke 

upon the sinn€r putting forth a mental 
power, embracing and accepting this salva
tion, then there is one of man's works added 
unto God's works, which I dare not receive 
into my mind. 

How comprehensive are Paul's sentences! 

" By grace ye are saved, 
Through faith; 
And that not of yourselves, 
It is the gift of God; 

Not of works, 
Lest any man should boast." 

Nearing my terminus for this day, I must 
leave these railway scribblings for the pre
sent. May our Great High Priest a blessing 
give this day. Amen. 

" Wooburn Green." 
The Baptist chapel stands, I see, in quiet 

posture still. Once in this valley Cornelius 
Slim did preach; then William Wilson came. 
Abraham Howard should have been its 
stated pastor, as we often think, but he has 
retired. His father and his mother still hold 
on in faith sincere, in fellowship devout, If 
there's a heaven for faithful souls, those 
Howards must be there. 

The Lord Himself 
To them revealed, 

And in their hearts 
His promise sealed. 

" Hold on ! " Here is Little Kimble. 
There is Farmer Towerton mercifully wait
ing for me. Now for a long walk in the 
sun. Along these country roads, quite 
alone, I love to walk and there converse with 
my God, my Saviour, and my soul. 

"WHERE IS CHALKSHIRE?" 
Do you wish to see it? Yes. Take 

ticket at Paddington for Little Kimble on 
the G. W. branch to Princes Risborough, 

then chaug·e for Little Kimble. A sweet 
run through Berkshire into Buckingham
shire. When you pass through Little 
Kimble station turn to the right; presently 
you come to Church Junction; there you 
will see n poor little old church. She looks as 
thoui;:h disestablishment was uot very far off. 
If Little Kimble /Jn1"Son and people have any 
regard for their c mrch, it is hig·li time they 
awake to the eftbrt of restoring that house 
wherein their fathers professed to worship 
their Creator and Redeemer, and where still 
some otfer praise to the Most High. 

Leaving this desolate-looking church and 
turning a little to the left, you come to the 
"Velvet Lawn." A splendid piece ofscenery 
there. Between the Lawn and the Coombe
Peak mountains is Chalkshire; there stands 
our chapel, with its cemetery and cottage 
surroundings. "Yes, and there," said a 
friend to me, " I wish you could get into a 
corner some Sunday morning and hear our 
brother George Lane, for, many times, he is 
very precious." . 

Both at Coombe farm and at Coombe 
laundry we have found kind· friends,. and in 
either Mr. and Mrs. Towerton's farm, or in 
Mr. and M1'S. Birch'sshrubberyandlaundry, 
health-seekers will find domestic comforts, 
while a ramble over the mountains at early 
dawn will, with God's blessing, brace up 
weak nerves, and help "out of weakness to 
make you strong." 

To be bundled into a car of riflemen, all 
smoking and profane, is not pleasant1 but it 
is soon over, and the scenery on the Slopes of 
these hills is delightful to gaze upon. How 
lull of wonders is this world, although by ' 
sinful man 'tis sadly marred. · 

We held our anniversary at Chalkshire 
chapel, yesterday, July 30, 1874. The har
vesting season had set in; all the people were 
busy picking up the bread-corn which. a 
faithful and merciful God had ripened ready 
to their hand. We could not expect any-'; 
body at chapel such busy times. Besides, 
the Tuesday before, W endover Baptist people 
had been giving their new minister a won
derful welcome; and, at Tring, Mr. Samuel 
Collins and Mr. Alderson had been preach
ing the Akeman street anniversary sermons. 
Nevertheless, at the appointed times we met. 
Brother George Lane poured forth the intro
ductory prayer; C. W. Banks gave us two 
sermons; our kind friend Buchannan, the 
Askett pastor, read and pleaded, and we all 
sung 

" Crown Him Lord of all." 

PLYMOUTH.-"We found a happy and 
united little flock in How street, under the 
winistry of Mr. Burbridge;" so says " A 
Friend." We decline to enter on a sea-voyage 
of coBtroversy between the" Intellectual and 
the Spiritual" at the present. Of course, 
we know, a ministry without intellect, with
out a moral stamina, and without some liter
ary accomplishments, is a ministry which 
cannot find acceptance anywhere. But we 
ask the Lord's tried family, the discerning 
saints, Is not the personality of the Holy 
Spirit, His work in the souls of the redeemed, 
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and their divine experience in fellowship with 
the glorious Trimly, are not these vital 
branches of II living ministry, almost every
where,lncking in these "enlightened ag-es ?" 
The living minl~try is a living breast. "New
born babes desire the sincere milk of the 
Word, that they may grow thereby." Do 
they now realise their desire? We dare 
not, we cannot cease from contending for 
the whole of those two verses (Gal. iii.13, 14). 
There is the power of the Law, the power of 
Christ, the power of the Gospel, the power of 
a living Faith. To realise this fonr-folrl power 
is the result of the indwelling of the Spirit of 
·Christ in the soul. We deeply, dreadfully 
fear this in-dwelling and in-working of 
grace is, in measure, withdrawn; hence, 
those precious souls who can only live a life 
of faith on, and fel!owship with, the Christ 
-01 God, are now in the experience of Sol. 
Song iii. I, 2, 3. 

PLYMOUTH.-MR. EDITOR,-! for
ward you a letter from George Cudlipp, of 
Cardiff. He is a most worthy man of God; 
entire and sound in doctrine, precept, ex

. perience, and practice. He has no one to 
,keep but himself: he is a wise Church-order 
man. I. feel certain that many Churches in 
England (where the plain experimental truth 
of the Gospel is wanted) would find all they 
require in G. Cudlipp. He is a kind-hearted 
·Christian man. If you know of any Churches 
in that locality, please let him know. Ad
dress, Mr. George Cudlipp, Baptist Minister, 
-9, Bedford street, Cardiff. 

R. BURBRIDGE. 

, ,READING.-Providence chapel, Oxford 
street. Fifteenth anniversary of the cause and 
public recognition of Mr. Edgerton took place 
July 21. Prayer meeting at 7.30, which 
was marked by a felt sense of the Lord's 
presence. Mr. Griffiths delivered a discourse 
m the morning. Mr. Briscoe preached in 
the afternoon on the Outpouring of the Holy 
-Ghost. Public meeting in the evening; Mr. 
Thomas Jones presided. Mr. Griffiths spoke 

-of his knowledge of Mr. Edgerton. Mr. 
Briscoe on the words "Encourafe him." 
Mr. Hardens urged the necessity o cleaving 
to the truth in all its fulness. Mr. Martin 
stated the leadings of providence in Mr. 
Edgerton being invited to the pastorate. 
Mr. Edgerton on his acceptance of the call. 
Mr. Langford upon peace dwelling in our 
midst. The venerable Chairman gave words 
of weight and power. The Lord was with 
us; we thanked God and took courage. 

Another correspondent writes : - After 
-many years of change and tribulations have 
-swept over this oart of Christ's visible Church, 
we are favoured to look forward to the sab
baths as they roll round with pleasure. We 
can sit down and listen to the g-Iorious Gospel 
as preached by our pastor, W. F. Edgerton, 
with clearness and decision. He is able to 
take forth the precious from the vile, preach

·.ing Christ as, first to last, the sum and sub
.stance of the poor sinner's salvation. Many 
hearts are made glad: some good prayer 
meeting-s are held, and we are looking· to 

the Lord, the right and only Source, for His 
blessing to attend His word, confirming the 
same with signs following. We expect to 
haptize the 30th of August. Trusting 
brighter and more cheering days await ue, 
yours in truth, A. MARTIN. 

CAMBRIDGE NEW EDEN CHAPEL. 
To my many friends throughout England, 

A nstralia, Tasmania, New Zealand, the Fiji 
Islands, and other parts of the world, to whom 
the Holy Ghost has blessed the Gospel of our 
precious Christ. 

Thousands of sermons the Lord has enabled 
me to preach, and to all sorts and conditions 
of men. Very many precious soul have been 
blessed and born again. Some have passed 
away to their eternal home, others remain to 
fill up the number of their days, and to work 
for Christ and His kingdom while it is called 
to-day. 

Then the joyful news will come, Child, your 
father calleth, come home. Before that you 
do go home, I want you to help me. I 
want vou to have a brick in the new chapel 
that we are building· in Cambridge, and let 
that brick be a memento of God haviog 
blessed you by the Gospel, through my in
strumentality, and also an act and deed of 
yours to encourage me in my Gospel work, 
with the hope that others may be blessed 
through the preaching of the Gospel, as you 
have been. 

And those to whom my ministry has 
not been blessed, will you also have a brick 
in the new chapel for Christ and the Gospel 
sake, as an expression of your thankfulness to 
God that souls have been blessed and called 
out ol darkness and death into the kingdom 
of God's dear Son, according to the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God, which He has 
committed to my trust, and bid us God speed. 
The chapel and school will cost, including the 
materials of the old chapel, £1500, we now 
require £600. I am most anxious to obtain 
that amount, then we shall be able to open 
both chapel and school free of debt, and to 
present it a free offering unto the Lord, paid 
for through the loving sympathy of those 
whom the Lord has blessed with grace in 
their souls, and with love in their hearts to 
Him who gave Himself for us. Oh, what a 
gift. 

"Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my life, my soul, my all.'' 

Any amount that you can forward to me 
from one penny, will be thankfully receiv;;J 
and acknowledged by your faithful friend 
and willing servant in the Gospel, for Christ's 
sake. 

JOHN BUNYAN MCCURE. 
Clarendon road, Brooklands avenue, 

Cambridge. 

MARGATE-The Mart, 97, High street. 
-MR. EDITOR,-The friends are glad that 
such g-ood congregations have assembled. 
The Word has been blessed. The Lord'9 
servants happy in their work. The old 
farmers have found uut the truth and 
appears to enjoy the same. 

ONE OF THEM. 
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HEYWOOD-JIREH CHAPEL.-Ac-1 ingfrom Coggeshall to take the charg·e of 
cording to the announcement in the Aug·ust ' this Church, and mentioned, as he hos 
Earthe11 Vessel, our honoured friend, often doue, how his mind wos tranquillised 
William Crowther, Esq., arriving in the by a powerful application of the words, 
midst of pouring rain, appeared among the " Jesus only." He proceeded to remark 
Fmall company that had, in the apparentlv bow confo1·mable to these g·uiding words 
unfarnurable drcumst,mces of weather and had been his ministry here. Here followed 
time, gathered together in the school to the anthem," Jerusalem my Glorious Horne," 
take tea; and when that indispensable pre- after which our brother William Turpin spoke, 
lirninary was well over, the intended meeting <'Omplaining that the chairman had dealt 
was held, our brother John Ashworth pre- hardly with him in calling him to speak 
siding. After the 816th Hvmn in Gadsby's after the ~rent men who preceded him. 
Selection had been sung·, and Mr. Powell However, m his characteristic style, he 
had offered prayer, the chairman briefly added some very per tin en t and solemn ob
explained the ori~-in of this assembly, and, serrntions, indicating the tenor of bis 
mentioning certain incidents connected with testimony wherever he wos invited to supply. 
the migration ol the Churclr lrom Woodgate He had a poor opinion of that religion which 
(where it was formed some eleven years the devil let alone. The last anthem being 
ago by Mr. Thomas Jones) to Heywood, said now sung, our hrethren William Howarth 
that it came from the former place, like the and Thomas Starkie successively spoke a 
patriarch Abraham," not knowing whither" few words to a resolution expressing our 
it went; and that, at the latter thriving thanks to Messrs. Crowther and Hand 
town, which at the outset was pronounced secondarily, and to the Lord primarily, for 
by some who knew it, in a spiritual sense to their attendance and services. Mr. John 
be "a barren place," there bad been, as Mitchell moved and Mr. James Taylor 
some present could attest, tokens of the seconded a resolution of thanks to our 
sanction and favour of God; and also such female friends who prepared and served tea. 
o measure of success in 1emporals that there The chairman, dispensing with thanks to. 
is a fair prospect that ere another decade of himself, moved a vote of thanks to the 
years is over, the income will equal all young persons and the singers whose services 
expenses of maintaining both the place and had agreeably varied the proceedings, and 
the ministry of the Word in it. Alter this Mr. William Turpin seconded this; and 
a hymn, "Jerusalem the Golden," minus Mr. Crowther concluded the meeting with. 
its universalist refrain, was sung, and Mr. an appropriate prayer; the general feeling 
James Hand ( of Rochdale) followed with a evidently being that all bad passed otf 
good address, containing excellent advice to satisfactorily and beneficially. On the fol
the Church and people, and which might lowing day, the 16th August, Mr. Crowther 
also be advantageously regarded by ministers. preached afternoon and evening, bis texts 
The singers now sang an anthen;i, "Beyond being Acts x. 15, "What God bath cleansed, 
the glittering starry sky." After which Mr. that call not thou common;" and 2 Cor. 
Crowther gave us an admirable and weighty iv. 4," The light of the glorious Gospel of· 
address, principally illustrative of a motto Christ." Two sermons containiug much 
which he would, if he might be permitted, precious Gospel wheat, "clean provender 
give for our guidance in Heywood-" Love winnowed with the shovel and the fan." 
the truth and peace," the words being in Owing to local circumstances, which could 
Zech. viii. 19. He who bas Christ, the not have been foreseen in fixing the day, and 
"Word of God," bas the truth, however perhaps also to insufficient publication of 
deficient in theological skill, or however the services, the collections towards the 
unorthodox a creed be may profess. Not debt remaining on the chapel fell short of 
that it is nnimportont what denomination the anticipated amount, realizing only 
snch a person belongs to; but while saying £14 16s. 6½d., since raised to £15 6s. 6½d., 
"Grace be with all them that love our Lord to which must be added the profits of the 
Jesus Christ in sincerity," Mr. Crowther tea on the Saturday,-a few shillings. 
was himself a Baptist from conviction. With 
regard to peace, bis remarks showed that 
whilst insisting upon the necessity and 
wisdom of not avenging ourselves when 
attacked, nor eagerly undertaking our 
own vindication when misrepresented or 
slandered, he was far from counselling peace 
at the sacrifice of truth. The first place 
belongs to truth, and the second to peace. 
The Hymn, "Beautiful Zion," having been 
sung, our esteemed pastor, Mr. R. Powell, 
addressed the meeting, expressing bis plea
sure and thankfulness at seeing bis minis
terial brethren present, and that be now 
bad ( what for the greater part of his pasto
rate in Heywood, now extending over nearly 
ten years, be bad not enjoyed) a nei~hbour
ing brother to take him by the band. He 
aclverted briefly to bis feelings when journey-

IRTHLINGBOROUGH. - The fifty
eighth annual services of our Sunday schools· 
were July 26 and 27, 1874. Our school put 
in a good appearance : t bree large galleries 
were filled. The choir and tbe children 
rendered the hymns in sweet and correct 
strains. We much enjoyed them, and so 
did our friends who came from all the· 
Churches round, filling our chapel in every 
corner. C. W. Banks distributed the 
prizes, preached three sermons, and delivered 
a lecture on the Monday. Ourrastor, John 
Inward, presided. Our chape is ancient. 
Our school-rooms must be re-built and 
enlarged. For more than a century the 
Gospel of Jesus has been preached here. 
Who will help us to arise and build? 

A NEIGHBOUR. 
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NORTH BRIXTON TABERNACLE THE LATE MR. MURRELLS PLAICE. 
Stands in Russell street, not far from the DEAR C. W. BANKs,-I have written a 

main Brixton road. Our third anniversary very short account of the last two or 
was holden July 26 and August 3. On the three days of my dear father, with two or 
latter day friends gathered to hear Henry three things he said. But the last few 
Myerson deliver n discourse. Then to take weeks of his life his pain was so great that it 
a friendly cup of tea and listen to some words I was with extreme difficulty he could speak 
of truth and kindness from Messrs. Meeres, at all, to be understood. My dear father wa.s 
Warren, Lawrence, C. W. Banks, and , very ill for seven months, and suffered con
others. Mr. Clark, of Livingstone road ' stant and severe pain, his disease being 
chapel, presided over the evening meeting, I internal cancers; yet, through the whole of 
and very well did he fulfil his duties. I his long and most painful affliction, we 

In the afternoon we took our seat in front i never once heard him utter a murmuring or 
of the platform, with a desire of hearing the complaining word; on the contrary, he was 
Gospel preached into our souls by the in- always very thankful, and praising the Lord 
strumentality of brother Henry Myerson. for His mercies. The Saturday night before 
Before sermon the good clerk gave us- his death he woke up in a most rapturous 

frame of mind. "Oh!" be said, " I have 
seen the King in His beauty. Praise the 
Lord, help me to praise Him, hallelujah!" 
He then expressed a wish that his funeral 
sermon should be preached from Isaiah 
xxxiii. 17 : " Thine eyes shall see the Kiag 
in His beauty," &c. He also chose the 
hymns to be sung on that occasion. He 
frequently would say, "Oh, when I am 
gone, do praise the Lord; do not dishonour 
Him by grieving." During the Sunday 
and Monday preceding his death, be took 
very little notice, though he often said, 
"Praise the Lord," &c. A few minutes 
before be died, he said, " I pray that we may 
all be one in Christ." These were bis last 
intelligible words; and at seven o'clock, 
Monday evening, July 27, he quietly fell 
asleep in Jesus, without a sigh or a struggle. 
He was buried in the chapel burying-ground 
the following Saturday ; Mr. Mudge, of 
Fownhope, officiating. We, as a family, 
feel his Joss very much; for a kinder and 
more affectionate husband and father could 
not exist. Indeed, every one who knew him 
seemed to like and respect him. But we 
know that our Joss is his eternal gain, and 
desire to say in a true spirit of resignation, 
' Thy will be done.' I am, dear Mr. Banks, 

"Jesus, I love Thy charming name." 

The congregation caught the spirit of that 
hymn, and sung with their souls in their 
voice; but when they came to the last 
verse-

"I'll speak the honours of Thy Name 
With my last labouring breath ; 

And, dying, clasp Thee In my arms, 
The Antidote of death," 

it mellowed our hearts into solemn feel
ings of love and secret joy, silently praying 
that, with all of us, it might, indeed, be so. 

"Thou shall call His Name Jesus, for He 
shall save His people from their sins," was 
the text. When Dr. Johnson wrote of some 
sharp con trovcrsialists, he said, " They did 
everything to unsettle, and nothing to 
settle, men's opinions." That cannot be 
said of Henry Myerson. He is a sharp 
controversialist, but his ministry is sure 
enough to settle men's opinions upon scrip
tural grounds, unless they are dead and 
hardened beyond all moving. For instance, 
he brings the Arminian upon the platform, 
and, in a way of personification, lets the 
poor thing tell his own tale ; then takes the 
hammer of the Word, and fells him to the 
dust. Same with the Unitarian. In fact, 
with a patient softness he exposes error; and 
with a fiery) fluent, and eloquent outburst 
of Scripture-truth, he exalts the Saviour 
with vehement decision. In manner, in 
language, in his quotations, and in his 
intense earnestness, Mr. Myerson, of Shalom 
chapel, in the Hackney Oval, is most 
excellent. It is a treat to bear him. 

Our brother, Mr. Elijah Acworth, says, 
At our anniversary tea upwards of one 
hundred and thirty friends sat down. 

The collections amounted to £9 16s. 7d. 
The tea being given by the ladies, it realized 
£6 Ss. 9rt., making a total of £16 5s. 4d. 

rThis was a noble expression of the good 
feeling of the people in the North Brixton 
Tabernacle, who, with their pastor, Mr. C. 
Cornwell, have resolved to carry their New 
Tabernacle up higher; put in galleries, and 
erect new school-rooms. This looks well. 
We trust the funds will be duly supplied, 
that Mr. Cornwell's health and strength will 
be long continued, and hLs ministry increas
ingly successful in gathering in a large 
number of precious souls to Christ and His 
Gospel.-ED.] 

yours very sincerely, M. J. PLAICE. 
Whitestone, Withington, 

Near Hereford. 
[We, as connected with the Strict Baptist 

Churches, are bound to use means to assist 
the dear widow and family. It is desirable 
to establish her in a school. Mr. W. H. 
Godwin, The Ferns, Withington, near 
Hereford, will receive and acknowledge 
contributions.-En.] 

BERMONDSEY. - The Lynton road 
Sunday school children, with a larg·e num
ber of friends, went to Shidey Hills in 
August. Ten vans and a number of other 
vehicles conveyed the friends in sate ty to 
and from the chapel. The weather was 
delightful, and the fresh air off the Surrey 
hills was refreshing and invi~oratin~-. A 
few cheerful and happy hours were spent in 
amusing the children, roaming the fields, 
searching the woods, admiring the goodness of 
the Lord in clothing the fields with fatness, 
in cheerful converse, and we all returned 
in safety nod with gTatdul heart,. 
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MR. LINGLEY'S MINISTERIAL 
JUBILEE AT PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, 

MAIDSTONE. 
On J nly 29 the friends held a meeting 

to commemorate the completion of the 
fiftieth year of the ministry of their pastor, 
Mr. Lin~·ley. A goodly number partook of 
tea, and in the evening a public meeting was 
held, presided over by brother Shepherd, of 
Gravesend. After singing and prayer the 
chairman congratulated the friends and the 
pastor in a short address upon the occasion; 
then called upon brother A. Dalton, who 
had been acquainted with the pastor for the 
period of twent)•-two years, to address the 
meeting, which he did with much earnest
ness and good feeling. 

Mr. Collins, the senior deacon, then rose 
and said :-Dear sir, I have much pleasure 
in being the bearer to you of the purse I 
hold in my hand, containing thirty-five 
pounds, contributed by friends who love the 
-Gospel's joyful sound. I am thankful the 
Lord has put it into the hearts of so many 
to remember the long service of one of His 
faithful servants. The Lord has made and 
kept you faithful to the cause of truth these 
fifty years in the wilderness. You have 
laboured in the Lord's vineyard until you 
have become old and feeble; and now that 
you are old and grey-headed He will not 
forsake you. May you enjoy much of His 
sacred presence to cheer and animate your 
heart in your declining years, and at last 
may you hear the joyful sound," Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord." 

I trust, dear fiiends, we shall all be con
cerned to hold up the hands of our pastor in 
every way in our power. The Scripture 
saith, " Blessed are they that dwell in Thy 
house, they will he still praising Thee." 
Vl'nat a pleasant sight it would be when the 
time of worship arrives to see all friends in 
their places, waiting to join in the first song 
of praise to the God of all their mercies. 
How cheering to the heart of pastor and 
deacons, and how pleasant to the clerk, to 
find friends all ready to join in the first act 
of public worship. The men of the world 
are not behind at their meetings for vain 
amusements, and shall the Lord's people be 
behind in the cause of truth and righteous
ness ? Can they who once have tasted Jesus' 
grace, choose to be absent when He shows 
His face? There are some friends who are 
scarcely ever seen at our week-night services. 
Dear fiiends, it will be no comfort in a dying 
hour to have thus neglected the Lord's house; 
may you rather be enabled to say, I have 
loved the habitation of Thv house and the 
place where Thine houourdwelleth. I trust, 
dear sir, the future will prove that friends do 
not love the Lord's house in words only but 
in truth. Dear sir, 
May God your every public service bless, 
And crown your fa1tbful labours with success. 
May He in pril'ate duties make you know 
How much of beavc~n may be enjoyed below. 
Thus may your latter daJ s be bless'd Indeed, 
Till glory all your vast desires exceed. 

The pastor responded, expressing his deep-

felt sense of unworthiness of all the favour 
that by Master and brethren• had been shown 
him; and his heart-felt grntitude for the very 
liberal token of esteem he had just received 
at the hand of his deacon. He then gave 
a concise account of his call to the work 
and the commencement of bis ministry, 
tog·ether with a narrative ot his subsequent 
career in the Lord's cause, and an epitome of 
his lnhours, and concluded by reciprocating 
the friendly feeling evinced{ and expressing 
his desire to continue with tie people as long 
as the Master should enable huu to pursue 
the sacred calling. 

Brother H uxham, of Borough Green, gave 
an animated address, sympathizing warmly 
with the object of the meeting, A. hymn 
being sung, the chairman gave the closing 
address, and concluded an interesting meet
ing with prayer. 

ORPINGTON.-My first visit to this 
part of the "garden of England," was 
al,ou t thirty years ago, when a friend 
organized a trip to this rural spot. On 
arriving here it was arranged to hold a 
village service, and the doors of " Bethesda " 
were thrown open for that purpose. We 
sung-

" Grace, 'tis a charming sound," 

melodiously to the tune of " Cranbrook." 
The " Village Preacher" occupied the 
pulpit, and, as a matter of course, delivered 
a sound experimental discourse.. Two or 
three times since then, iu company with 
others on anniversary days, it has been my 
privilege to enter this neat little place for 
worship. Again on the first Sunday in 
August, being in an adjacent hamlet, I 
seized the opportunity of worshipping with 
the good people here. Mr. Chipchase was 
minister for the day, and he delivered a well
arranged discourse from the words of Isaiah 
xlviii. 18. This hard-working itinerant 
seemed well informed, literally and experi
mentally, which enabled him to employ so':°e 
good similes, thus making the service 
instructive and edifying. During the last 
thirty years " Bethesda" has experienced 
some changes. Then it was an " Indepen
dent " now it is a " Particular •Baptist," 
that'is to say, a New 'l'estatllent Ghurch. 
PaGtors Hamblin and Willoughby have 
entered into the rest prepared for the· people 
of God. Now the pulpit is fumished with 
"supplies." May God in His own time 
send them a pastor who shall teed the flock 
who meet there, and be instrumental in 
gathering others to the Church in this 
rapidly-increasing village, is the earnest 
prayer of A. w AYFARER. 

MANCHESTER.-Mr. Frederick Green 
expects soon to return and to reside again in 
London. He has been three years iu Man
chester and has preached the Gospel iu the 
towns ~jacent. He will be glad to visit the 
former scenes of his ministerial labours. 
Present address, 17, Runcorn street, Chester 
road, Hulme, Manchester. 
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LAMBTON, NEAR NEWCASTLE, 
NEW SoUTII WALES. 

The Editor of The Earthen Vessel 
acknowledges most gratefully the letter sent 
by brother David Young, pastor of the Bap
tist Church worshipping in Calvary chapel, 
Lam bton; and wishes all the true and ChrM
loving Churches in those Colonies to feel 
assured that it is most joyful to hear, to 
record, and to publish the reports of the 
growth of the Saviour's visible Gospel king
dom in all parts of the world. Here, in 
England, the blighting seeds of partizanship 
have be~n so deeply and widely sown in what 
are termed the Strict Baptist Churches, that 
we sometimes fear they will divide and 
slaughter one another, until they will be for
saken by the Lord God of Israel. 

Brother David Young, and the other good 
ministers in Australia, may expect some 
words of warning and of counsel from our 
English Churches ere very long. Meanwhile, 
we gladly announce that the anniversary 
services of the Lam bton Baptist Church were 
holden on April 26th, 1874, Brother D. 
Allen, of Sydney, and Thomas Robey 
preached; near 400 had tea, and public 
meetings were holden, of which we purpose 
giving full details next month. 

We shall devote all the space we can to 
the rising Churches in Australia, as we feel 
bound to encourage them with all the power 
our God and Saviour shall bestow upon us. 

BROADSTAIRS.-C. W. Banks, Editor 
of the " EARTHEN VESSEL," visited 
Broadstairs, August 12, and preached in 
Providence chapel. Tea was provided. At 
five o'clock we commenced with full three 
times the number provided for, but soon all 
necessaries for the gathering were obtained. 
We assembled again at halfcpast seven to hear 
Mr. Banks lecture on " Oxford to Rome," 
&c. Mr. Kiddle gave out a hymn which was 
sung by the large assembly then gathered. 
Mr. Kiddle proposed that, in the absence of 
Mr.Jones, of Margate, through indisposition, 
Mr. Hall, of Clapham (who happened to 
be in Broadstairs), was called to the chair. 
He said it was a pleasing providence which 
had brought him to Broadstairs for the 
benefit of his health, and he was influenced 
in the choice of the place by understanding 
that there was a Baptist cause there, and he 
certainly had a liking for the sect which was 
everywhere spoken against, and he was 
pleased to have the opportunity of associating 
with the pastor, Mr. Kiddle, and to be 
present to introduce his friend, C. W. Banks, 
the lecturer. He had heard him preach 
many times, but he never heard him lecture. 
As he was not a man to put his hand to 
matters of this kind which he did not under
stand, he trusted the lecture would be both 
edifying and profitable to the audience. Mr. 
Banks had spent a life-time in preaching the 
Gospel, and in publishing for the public 
good, and was worthy of all the support that 
could be given him. After tile lecture Mr. 
Kiddle said he was certain Mr. Banks was 
earnest in the work he was doing; that he 
gave no place to anything that would 

deteriorate from the truth. Truth is potent, 
Truth is perfect, and Truth will triumph. 
On these three points Mr. K. spoke a short 
time. The collection wa, maile, a veree 
sung, and the meeting closed with the usual 
benediction. 

GOING TO HEAR MR. BRADBURY 
AT PECKHAM RYE. 

Such men as work hard seven days in the 
week all the year round, have few opportuni
ties of hearing those great and popular men 
which are springing up on every hand. It 
being announced that Thomas Bradbury 
would occupy the Venerable George Moyle's 
pulpit on the morning of August 4, a Little 
Heart was moved to travel by trains and 
trams to bear him. 

The Baptist cause at Peckham is one of 
our first-class suburban Baptist Churches. 
Its pastors, Messrs. Powell and Moyle, have 
proved themselves men ot merit in every 
sense of the word; but, during the last few 
years, the working staff has been so effective 
and successful, as to render it necessary to 
lengthen their cords and to increase their 
accommodation again and again. Little 
Heart entered Rye lane before Mr. Bradbury 
read his text; but a dull and deaf ear would 
not let the good man's voice enter. So, open
ing a Bible, these words gave a sermon inside 
while the people listened to one outside :
" Christ bath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us; for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on 
a tree: that the blessing of Abraham might 
come on the Gentiles, through Jesus Christ; 
that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith." 

Oh! what a rich opening of real Goepel 
was here! Little Heart went to hear Thomas 
Bradbury, could not hear, but in the inmost 
soul four amazing scenes of wonder opened 
up. There was, first, the Miserable Plight 
us poor Gen tiles were in " under the curse 
of the law." Ought we not most anxiously 
and prayerfully to tell our fellow-men that 
they are under the awlul curse due to sin? 
Ah! we should. 

Then, secondly. See the declaration 
" Christ bath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us." Who 
can fully open up this deep river of love, and 
blood, and power? What are the results of 
all this? "That the blessing ol Abraham 
m)ght come upon us;" and "and that we 
might receive the promise of the Sphit through 
faith." Little Heart thinks he will never 
forget sitting lonely and sad in that most 
handsome Rye lane Baptist chapel, straining 
to hear, but could not; and that then his 
'!hole soul was filled with Gospel truth in a 
silent, solemn manner. If this grows into a 
good sermon, you may hear again from 

LITTLE HEART. 

WOKINGHAM.-We held an open air 
service on Tuesday evening, August 18. 
Mr. Edgerton, ;vho was accompanied by his 
deacons and several lriends from Reading, 
preached in the market place, lrom John i."f. 
2.5. A goodly number gathered to hear, and 
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we felt the presence of God with us. Being i KNOWLE HILL.-Afler mnny chang
unkindly turned out of their meeting house, I ing· scenes, the Church here was permitted 
our strict Baptist friends here have no stated : to celebrate its Jubilee on Monday, July 5. 
place ot worship. Bro. Gray has opened his I Brother Bardens preached a Christ-exalting 
room here. The friends meet torearl and pray, sermon; afler a substantial tea had heen 
and the Lord has been in their midst. 0 how served to a large number, Mr. Edgerton 
we long for the day -;vhen Ephraim shall no preached on Jubilee Trumpet. Friends 
more vex Judah, and vice versa. And when came from towns anrl villages around. The 
all God's people shall learn to study self less, Church here has reason to call upon the 
and Christ's cause more, who shall he the Lord to arise and plead His own cause. The 
greatest, has been either directly or indirectly dPvoted and self-denying brethren Varney, 
the cause of half our Church trouble as a Vize, and Brown declare the words of ever
denomination, and will be while men are lasting life1 and are sometimes cheeretl by the 
proof :.gainst the precept: Bear ye one presence 01 the Master. It is painful to see 
another's burdens; and forget not the words, their present position. How can this be 
If a man think himself to be something when remedied? The only remedy is the revival 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. If we of true and undefiled religion and the out
all li1·ed according to the precept, and nearer pouring of the Holy Spirit upon us all. Our 
to J esns, there would be less of this hard and earnest prayers ascend for these mercies. 
exclnsivespirit. VERITAS. W. F. E. 

THE LATE JOHN CLARK. 
To THE EDITOR. DEAR S1R,-I was 

much amused and astounded at the account 
given of the late Mr. J. Clark in this month•s 
issue. I knew Mr. John Clark for many 
years as a gracious good man. Yoa say 
" when he could preach no longer he seemed 
to turn from us." Now, if'' us'' means close 
comm unionists, then it may be true; but Mr. 
C. did not turn from Baptism, nor from 
Baptists. Mr. Clark was a believer in the 
coming and kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all things were not only 
made by Him, but for Him, that He is 
appointed heir of all things, and that after 
His Church shall have been raised up to meet 
Him in the heavens, He will come with her 
as His bride, to reign according to covenant 
and promise, as David's Son and Lord. 

The great and blessed truths, that stand in 
connection with the Lord's return and 
future exaltation on the earth, dear to Mr. 
Clark, he could not hear at either of the 
Tabernacles, therefore he left them, and 
sought food where it was to be found that 
was sni ted to his faith ; he found it in Mr. 
Lincoln's ministry, which to him was living 
bread. 

Some of my friends saw him in his great 
and last af!iiction: his mental and bodily 
sufferings were great. He sleeps in Jesus, 
and he believed the dead in Christ shall rise 
:fi.n;t, 

The insertion of these few lines will oblige 
yours, J. CHISLETT. 

August 6th. 

STURRY, CANTERBURY.-Our Strict 
Baptist anniversary was a special time of 
blessing. Mr. John Hunt Lynn gave us 
three sermons, rich in knowledge, powerful 
in spirit, clear in the truth. Our pastor, 
Charles Hancock, said, The Spirit poured 
down blessings all the day. Christian people 
of sober minds enjoyed the unction of the 
Holv One for many days after. These are 
not flattering words of vanity, they are ex
pres.,ions of hope that in onr brother, John 
Hunt Lynn, may be found a Gospel ministry 
of large blessedness for many years to come; 

CHRIST'S GOSPEL IS SPREA.DING. 
" Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

Does his successive jonrneys run ; 
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more." 

The Particular Baptist Church at Sand-
hurst, Victoria, New South Wales, has en
joyed seasons of refreshing by the coming 
unto them of the ministry of the truth, in the 
person of Mr. John Bamber, who was designed 
for the Newcastle district; but illness over
ruled man's purpose, and we trust, under the 
providence of God, he has been sent to, and 
welcomed by, the Sandhnrst Church. Very 
blessed meetings were held May 24 and 25. 
Near 300 friends of truth took tea, and a 
crowded assembly listened to the Gospel. 

The Sunday schools and Bible classes, with 
other auxiliaries, keep brother Bamber in 
full sail; but his heart is in his work. The 
Lord long spare him and honour him, and 
make him a blessing to thousands. Amen. 

BUCKS, CHALKSHIRE.-Anniversary 
services was held Thursday, July 30, 1874. 
Service commenced by singing-

,, Come, let us Join ou;r cheerful songs." 
Brother George Lane offered prayer. When 
our friend C. W. Banks came we sung and 
read. The Lord helped him to preach 
greatly to the comfort and consolation of 
some. All praise to Jehovah. Truly it was 
good to be there. I could, with the poet, 
sing-

" The King Hlmsel f comes near 
To feast H!s saints to-day." 

"I sat beneath His shadow with great delight i 
His fruit was sweet to my taste.'' We baa 
excellent tea. We enjoyed the bounties of 
providence, and a conference with C. W. B., 
Mr. Buchannan, of Askett, and G. Lane. 
Our season passed away quickly. At evening 
service Mr. Buchannan read the Word and 
praved. Then we listened to a well-defined 
Gospel sermon, from Paul's words," We are 
not of them which corrupt the Word of 
God," &c. The sermon was very searching. 

"Crown H1m Lord of All." 
and prayer ended the happy season. 

Butler's Cross, near Tring. G. LANE. 
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CHATTER IS AND CAMBRIDGE.-1 and near to death; but the Lord is mercifully 
"The Vicnr of Chatteris," M. A. Gathercole, raising him. He hopes some day to be able 
bns published two pamphlets to expose the to preach again. We must give his letter 
Hypocrisy, Falsehood, and Fraud of the next with a list of all received. Since his 
Free Church of Englnnd, We hope to gird last he gratefully acknowledges: Friends, 
up our loins nnd plunge into these deep con- Billericay, 7s.; Mr. Pocott, /is.; Mr. Willis, 
troversialriversbeforemanydays have passed /is.: W. Lodge, 2s.; Poor Widow, ls. 
away. "The Affectionate Remembrance Brethren, Jet us help this honest, suffering 
of the Beloved Wife of Mr. George Beale," servant of Christ out of his weakne,s. How 
by John Bunyan McCure, is a brief record astonishing, none of the leading ministers 
of a most eminent saint, a true, spiritual, have put a hand to ~elp this poor Job of 
practical, and faithful believer. We have modern times. Let us all shew brotherly 
permission to make some extracts from it. love. 
Plymouth -The "Account of a Singular 
Visitor from London," by V. Owler, is almost WHITESTONE CHAPEL, NEAR 
unintelligible. True, "something must be HEREFORD.-During the last few days 
done· " "some one must be found;" we have bad varied scenes of a solemn kind, 
"po..:erful attraction is necessary." No one in this rural ancient, but much honoured 
can answer the query-" Is the Lord's hand house ofpray~r. First, the death and burial, 
in this 1" with funeral service, for our late beloved 

-- pastor, Mr. Plaice, filled us all with grief. 
CAMBER WELL. - Grove. Chapel. -1 Then, our late organist and school conductor! 

DEAR MR. Enr_ToR,-The friends at the Miss Alice Tyler, was married to Mr. Sa°:'ue 
Grove bad a high day on Sunday last, Ranks. Service conducted by the bnde
August 16, w~en Mr .. Henry .~anks, of groom's father. Next came baptizing ser
Oarmel, Woolw1cb, was m the sp1r1t on the vices. On August 20, C. W. Banks preached 
Lord's-day. Two most blessed Gospel ser- and then baptized five true believers, one of 
mons did he preach, and I believe from the whom was our friend Mr. W. H. Godwin. 
united testimony of the living in Jerusalem, Last of all the receiving these members~ 
that the Holy Ghost accompanied the Word .and Lord'~ Supper by our brother C. w. 
with power, as many testified; in fact, it Banks closed up tbe present most anxious 
appeared the united voice, as of one man, season'. Now, our eyes are up unto the Lord 
tfiat it was the very best supply they have bad for help to the bereaved widow, and for a 
si'nce the illnes~ of the pastor. Thursday, successor to the pastoral office. May answers 
September 10, IS the day set apart for the to our cries be given. Amen. 
public reco!!"nition of Mr. Thomas Bradbury, 
as the pastor of the Church of Christ, at the 
Grove, when we hope to have many friends 
from other Churches to welcome the Lord's 
dear servant and the Master at the Head of 
all affairs, then it will be a good day in truth 
and in deed. So prays, T. CRUTCHER. 

WALTHAMSTOW. - Sermons were 
preached August 2 and 3, in the Public 
Hall, Oxford road, by brethren Haydon and 
Hazelton. Nearly two hundred assembled : 
tea wns served. Over public assembly 
brother Thomas Stringer presided, and 
several good hearts told us of the mystery 
and mercy of salvation by grace. We hope 
our Lord will bless our efforts to establish a 
True New Testament Church in Waltbam
etow. 

SOUTHAMPTON.-Tbe Sunday schools 
in this town have had a grand field-day, 
under the patronage of the excellent Mayor, 
who gave nearly 20,000 children, teachers 
and friends, a most bountilul tea and holiday. 
Our Ascupart street friends formed one 
regiment. The scenes and sounds of this 
immense gathering were beyond all descrip
tion. We can but heave a deep-drawn sigh 
that the hundreds of thousands of children 
now in our schools were instructed in the 
saving truths of the Gospel of God. 

KINGSLAND ROAD.-Brother Joseph 
Cartwright, of 23, Flemming street, Kings
land road1 sends us note from his chamber 
where he hns been down in deep soul-exercise 

CHRISTIAN CONSOLATION. 

I sing with joy and gladness, 
For God is with us still; 

"Begone dull care " and sadness, 
While we obey His will. 

For He will never leave us, 
Nor take His love away ; 

Then why should troubles grieve us, 
While in the world we stay ? 

For trials are but blessings, 
Sent wisely in disguise; 

A Father's fond caressings, 
To fit us for the skies. 

He knows how best to train us, 
To share His heavenly throne; 

Nor will He ever pain us, 
But for our good alone. 

Then let us bow before Him 
In gentle, bumble love; 

And tbrougbou t lite adore Him, 
As angels do above. 

All things that here befal us 
Ar.e working for the best; 

And soon His voice will call us, 
To die,-and be at rest. 

Then let us love Him ever 
With mind, and soul, and heart; 

And from His service never, 
No never, never part. 

Newark. WILLIAM STOKES. 
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Jofts .of t:{rt ~ont~. 

THE GENERATION COMING UP.-There 
are commotions in the Collej!'eS; there are 
conflicting elements in the so-called Christian 
journals; and there are storms gatherinl!' 
over the l1eads of some of the most powerful 
orators. The Baptist has spoken plainly, 
and contends for Gospel principles. We 
believe it will be well for the young men 
who are coming up in the ministry under 
the dh·ine direction, to ponder with inces
sant prayer, and with an honest and earnest 
desire, the words of warning with which the 
Holy Ghost cbseth up the book of God's 
reve_la?on. St~dents, pastors, preachers, 
Christians all, will you read Rev. xxii. 18 
19, "I testify unto every man," &c.," adding 
unto," and " taking from " are prevalent acts 
now. 

QUERIES. - "Does the Dr. deny tl1e 
work of the Spirit? Surely the ministry 
is not coming to that? - Hatton, near 
Hounslow and Hungary Hill.-Letters on 
the life and <leath of dear John Brett, shall be 
inserted. His widow and family are left 
totally unprovided for. Will not all the 
Churches, where John ministered, make 
collections to help the bereaved widow in 
this day of her deep distress? 

To MINISTERS. -The minister of the 
Strict Baptist Church, Broadstairs, will be 
happy for any brother in the ministry, who 
may be visiting this salubrious watering
place this season, to occupy the pulpit any 
Sunday, or on a Wednesday evening. 

UNITED STATES. - Samuel Knapp's 
sermon on the "Foundation Truth of the 
Church," will, we believe, be highly appre
ciated by all the loyal New Testament 
Baptists in the kingdom. We will give it 
them as soon as can be. 

"DEGREES IN GLORY." - We are 
almost overdone with letters, notes, papers, 
and reproofs, arising out of the admission of 
the a~ve theory. Our correspondents must 
give us time to peruse their favours; some of 
them exceedingly extensive and truthful. Our 
labours in the Provinces, of late, bas allowed 
some unhappy imperfections, but it is grate
ful to find how faithful and zealous our 
readers are in detecting the least insertion of 
questionable ideas. We are resolved to give 
every criticism a fair reading; each witness 
shall be heard, thereby we hope good will flow 
from the painful thorn in the Editor's side. 

NEW IssuEs - "Church and Home." 
A large monthly paper, for one half-penny, 
is well produced by Mr. Longley, Warwick 
Jane, Paternoster row. From the same 
publication we have a sermon by Dr. Mc 
Auslane-" Death, a Gain to the Christian." 
A discourse of genuine thought and of ho!~ 
penetration.-Our" New Leicester Square ' 
IS seen in a large and excellent engraving 
in the " Pictorial World," Part V. The 
original and easy style of its articles, with 
its elegant pictures, must render the 
"Pictorial World" more popular than any 
of its co-temporaries.-" Special number of 
Gilead," contains a large hive of honey-

the result of the labours of mnnv working 
bees-_not workin!); to snve themselves, but to 
proclR1m that Gospel which is the joy of 
their hearts, and the boast of their tongues. 
We have a mind to examiuc each of these 
bees as opportunity occurs. 

"THE LUTHER FESTIVAL." - Words 
of Life and Holy Love, stern and sncred 
from this source, are waiting. ' 

MELDOURNE.-We return thanks to Mr. 
John Turner, pastor of Particular Baptist 
Church, Lonsdale street, Melbourne for his 
sermon-" The Lord's Special Call.'" We 
shall g·ladly receive bis Review of the Pro
gress of Christ's Gospel iu Victoria. 

WHY I CONTINUE AT THE SURREY 
TABERNACLE-Dear Mr . .Banks,-Allow 
me to say why I remain a member of the 
Church at the Surrey Tabernacle. It is 
because I believe God bas brought me there. 
I was living in the country, where I could 
not commemorate the dying love of our 
blessed Jesus. I could only go to church. 
Then I removed where there was only open 
communion. I could not sit down there. 
These circumstances led me to ask the Lord 
to lead me where I could commemorate 
His dying love. He brought me in a most 
mysterious way to the Surrey Tabernacle. 
He kept me waiting and asking; I heard 
His voice say, "Stand still and see the 
salvation of God." Since then I was think
ing of going to Camberwell Grove; but I 
felt persuaded in my own mind that the 
Church at the Tabernacle was· in the divine 
order; and not man's. I must abide. 

".DEACONS AND COLLECTIONS." -
The.correspondent, signing himself" A Con
stant Reader;' has not sent us bis name and 
address as we desired ; we shall, therefore, 
refer to his charge next month. 

AUSTRALIA.-A London citizen says: 
" I had the pleasure of spending an evening 
with Mr. Allen, when in Sydney, last May, 
and was pleased with the success attending 
his labours there. I have known Mr. Allen 
for many years, and· shall . be delighted to 
forward bis views or interests." 

ltarriag.e. 
On Thureday, the 20th Inst., at the Foreet 

Gate Congregational Chapel, hy the Rev. G. 
Frith, Frederick Morter, eldest son of James 
Morter, Forest Lane, Stratford, to Margaret, 
eldest daughter of Henry Bear, Haddlngton 
House, Ilford Road, Stratford. 

Mr•. Elizabeth Seers died August 9, 1874, 
aged 66, at No. 12, Peele Street, Camden Town. 
In her last moments she exclaimed:-

" Other refuge have I none ; 
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee." 

On June 25th, at Tunis, or Diphtheria, Allee, 
second daughter of Rev. W. Fonner, aged 9; 
and on July 22nd, also of Diphtheria, Rev. W. 
Fenner, aged 43, for 17 years a Missionary of 
the London Society tor Promoting Chrl•tlanlty 
amongst tile Jews. 



" Q0gt Jorh is toitg us I jear tgtm not." 

"Up to the heav'ns I send my cry; 
The Lord will His own will perform : 

He sends His angel from the sky, 
.And saves me from the threat'ning storm," 

THE night was dark; the rain came down in torrents. Dear Joseph 
. and I walked the long road leading to the chapel. The evening 
before this I had been summoned to appear before a board of brethren 
who, in a gentle spirit, warned me of some apparent departures from 
truth. .And, after this evening service, I was to meet some important 
officials. Well, the awful storms of mental, ministerial, and circum
stantial sorrows through which I have been compelled to pass of late 
have somewhat shaken me, and rather than have to contend with- ·hard 
and. clever political professors, I would sooner go into a wood and weep 
out my poor soul before the Lord my God. Oh! what have· I experi
enced, seen, and been exercised with, during these many years l ~ Dare 
I open my heart and tell the tale of grief? Not yet. 

·. Joseph and I, as I have said, were tramping it through wind, rain, 
dirt, and dismal feelings, when my mind was a little cheered by Joshua's, 
words to the rebellious Israelites, as recorded in Numbers xiv. 9: "The 
Lord is with us; fear them not." 

" Silent sentences" have many times been " spoken in my soul," 
and I secretly ask, "From whence came they?" I will not presume. 
It must be enough for the present to say that, on reaching the chapel, 
we found a few who had plodded .through the down-pour and were 
waiting to hear what God the Lord might say unto their souls. 

" The Lord is with us; fear them riot" was the text. Out of this 
history comes this one lesson: if God's promis~ is not sufficient, there 
is nothing under heaven can satisfy the rebellious mind of fallen man. 
God had promised to give them the land of Canaan; this was not 
enough. They must have spies; every tribe must send one man to 
search the land of Canaan; the men are arpointed and sent. They 
return after forty days, bringing with them a cluster of grapes; saying, 
"Surely it is a land flowing with milk and .honey, and," pointing to 
their heavy cluster of rich fruit, they cried out, " and this is the fruit 
of it." Grand sentence that. Nevertheless, ten out of the twelve 
brought an evil and di1:1couraging report, and some of them was 
urging upon the whole multitude to return back again into the land 
of Egypt. . 

What I was the Lord sending Moses and .Aaron down to them 
nothing? The Passover Lamb and the sprinkled blood nothing? 
Their passage through the Red Sea nothing? No, indeed; their 
unbelief and the bad report of the ten spies filled them with bitter 
weeping and rebellion all the night. 

How few, comparatively speaking, bring a good report of the 
VoL. XXX. OCTOBER, 1874.J u 
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Gospel land! But in Zion there is Joshua and there is a Caleb 
still. .Jesus, the Saviour, and Caleb, the good hem't, are yet found 
in the kingdom of grace, and they speak the truth, they cheer and 
comfort the people, they admit that there are giants in the land. 
Giant Infidelity, Giant A.theism, Giant Intellectual Advancement 
of Modern Thought, the flirting Rituals, and the Roman Hard
heads, with hosts besides, are threatening to overrun the land. And 
the ten spies declare " We are not able to go up against these Anaks 
and Amalekites, for they are stronger than we." 

What saith Joshua and Caleb? " If the Lord delight in us, then 
He will bring us into this land. Fear ye not the people of the land; 
their defence is departed from them, and ,the Lord is with us ; fear 
them not." ' 

The Lord God is with His people in all the purposes of His grace, 
in all the perfections of His Son, in all the promises of His mercy; 
but we know nothing really of all this until the promise of the Father, 
the life-creating, light-enflaming, love-producing, truth-unfolding 
powers of the Holy Ghost are given unto us. Then, in the exercise· of 
a trile and living faith in Jesus, and in the realised fulfilment of the 
promises, we know the Lord is with us. The sealing evidence, the 
confirming. testimony which raised up my soul on this occasion was that 
new covenant blessing registered in Jer. xxxii. 39: "And I will give 
them one heart and one way, that they may'fear Me for ever; for the 
good of them and of their children after them." 

Most precious and conclusive was that promise to my soul. It .was 
secretly brought in with gentleness and certainty. · 

" Have I not one heart," said I to myself, "with God the Father in 
all that He hath revealed of Himself to .me? " Certainly; and it is a 
loving heart which He has given me; such a one as can admire all· He 
is, all He has done, and all He has promised. 

It is a heart that is " one " with all the patriarchs and prophP.ts; a 
heart in unison with them in all that God hath made known to . them, 
and a heart of sympathy toward all the saints, apostles, prophets,· and 
ancients in their sorrows, tria1s, joys, and mercies. · · 

We are also of" one·way;" as the promise saith, "I will give them one 
heart and one way, that'they may fear Me for ever." The so-called visible, 
professing Ghurch is now full of different ways. Our Lord never revealed 
but" one way." The ladder Jacob saw was one straight, upright way from 
heaven to earth, and from earth to heaven. Our faith in the fulness 
and perfection of Immanuel, " God with us," is that sevenfold oneness 
which Paul expresRed to the Ephesians, which he calleth " the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace;" wherein "there is one body, one 
spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all (the elect and redeemed family), who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all." · 

What a solid rock my soul did stand upon when I realized this 
great :promise: this " one heart and one way," which shuts out all 
cavilling, all disputing, all unbelieving, so far as the existence of the 
Thrae Glorious Persons in the Trinity and the exercise of their sove
reign power are concerned. It is exactly as our Lord Jesus Christ said 
to His Father in that ocean-like verse, John xvii. 8: "I have given 
unto them the words which Thou gavest Me, and they have received 
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them, and have known surely that I came out from Thee, and they 
have believed that Thou didst send Me." 

. Here is the essenUal testimony-God the Father gave the words of 
His loving heart to God the Son, and He comeB and tells us these very 
words. First, He tells us them in His own personal ministry, now He 
tells them by the Spirit through the preached and written Word. All 
spiritual disciples receive and believe them, love and feed upon them. 
This is the witness we have that the Lord is with us, and there iB no 
real ea use to fear the hosts of fiends and foes against us. Nevertheless, 
none of the sons of men are so deeply exercised with fears as are the 
tried and afflicted children of God; so feeleth and believeth their ser-
vant in the Gospel, C. W. B. 

"l AlVI READY TO HALT.' 
Psalm xxx:viii. 17. 

R. EADY to halt, David! What, while so many around us are always 
ready to pray, ready to sing, ready to preach, ready to talk, 

ready to think·good thoughts; and ready to perform good actions? 
What! ready to halt: when thousands around us are readJ to preach 
and teach that it is in the power of the creature to repent, to believe, 
to make his peace with God, and close in with Christ at any moment? 
':' Ready to halt:;'! yes, while numbers who profess to be sound in the 
Calvinistic Creed assert that all men, when once regenerated, have 
power to do all that is commanded in the Gospel. 

But let us ·now notice a few things which may cause the Christian 
to sa,,y, "lam ready. to;h_alt." We sometimes meet with nothing only 
tebukes, aiitL get. t,Q ~Jsqq~~ed that we cannot help saying, "I am 
ready to. Uii,Jt;" The 1;,oFd;s,IJepple are experimentally acquainted with 
the rebukes .the Bible speaks qf.-: .. '.'. When Thou with rebukes dost correct 
man for iniquity, Thou makest_-his beauty to consume away like a moth" 
(Ps. xxxix. 11). God's rebukes will make us see that our supposed 
goodness, or beauty, is vanity; that our high thoughts of our ability 
to do spiritual things is nothing more than a cobweb trust. When 
sharp law rebukes come, they put us out of all conceit in ourselves, 
and make us cry with the Psalmist, " 0 Lord, rebuke me not in Thy 
wrath, nor chasten me in Thy hot displeasure." God's law-speech will 
shake our self-confidence, and " turn our comeliness within us to cor
ruption." Says the prophet, "0 Lord, I have heard Thy voice and was 
afraid: in wrath remember mercy." My sins cry out horribly against 
me, and "I am ready to halt." Satan comes in and tempts me to 
believe that all my trying to understand the things of God for myself 
is in vain, and "I am ready to halt." God's voice in the Bible seems 
to be against me ; and every time I hear His voice, "my belly trembles, 
my lips quiver, and rottenness enters into my bones." But mind, they 
who arn thus rebuked are God's sons : "My son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of Him, for 
whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every sou whom He 
receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with yon as w~th sons; 
for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not ? but 1f ye be 
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without chastisement whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards 
and not sons." 

"Bastards may escape the rod, 
Sunk in earthly vain delight; 

But the true-born child of God 
Must not, would not, if he might." 

Reproofs, convictions, and condemnation on account of sin, are these 
rebukes, which make gracious souls inwardly sigh and groan; yet God's 
rebukes to these all come in mercy, though they seem to come in wrath. 
Perhaps you are trusting in yourself, and there comes a rebuke. Peter 
thought he could do very much, and promised great things, but it all 
endi,d in smoke; and when he flatly denied his Lord there came a 
rebuke. for the Lord turned and looked Peter full in the face. This 
was a i·ebuke in mercy and love, and not in anger, and such a rebuke 
as broke poor Peter's heart. Samson thought too much of his own 
strength, and said, " I will go out and shake myself against the 
Philistines ;" but we find they took him, put out his eyes, and made 
him grind in the prison, and there was the end of his boasted strength. 
Sometimes you trust in earthly objects, and set your affections upon 
them, and there comes a rebuke; for God takes these away, and down 
you come. Say you, surely He will bring me to nothing: the more I 
try to get on in business, the further I am off: I really cannot get 
on-" I am ready to halt." 

But again, there are God's arrows and terrors. Says the soul, I have 
sinned and done such abominable things, that God is set against me ; 
"He hath bent His bow, and set me as a mark for His arrows." God's 
arrows are His thunder words, His law words. Did you ever meet a 
Man upon a white horse with a bow in His hand ? and did He shoot an 
arrow at you ? If so, you can say yes, and He conquered me ; I fell at 
His feet as dead, and confessed Him as God over all, and of great and 
infinite power. Law curses are God's arrows and terrors;· ,trials and 
troubles are terrors, and so are affiictions. You keep striving against 
your inward sins, against evil thoughts, hard thoughts of God, hard 
thoughts of His cause and of His people, and yet you are still plagued 
with these, and feel ready to halt. Say you, praying and. striving 
against these seem to little purpose, they still annoy and trouble me, 
" I am ready to halt." Israel could not get rid of the Jebusites, 
although he tried hard; and though Caleb got rid of three lusty giants, 
the sons of .A..nak, yet the Canaanite would still be in the land. Judah 
thought to oust his terrible enemies, but he could not set them a-going, 
for they had iron chariots in the valley. Such are our inbred sins . 
.Ag·ain, the terrors you are sometimes troubled with are your sins, com
mitted against light and knowledge, also death, hell, and the judgment 
to come. You who can steer your course quite clear of all this, what 
say you ? do you think your religion is real? I felliJi, you are dead 
enough within ; sin is dead, the devil is dead, the worUl' is dead ; and 
all because you yourself are dead. Soul darkness is a terror. Many 
people are very fearful in the dark, an_d are filled with forebodings of 
evil intended against them; and so is the tried believer. Another 
thing which makes the child of God ready to halt is, when he is 
afflicted in both body and mind. Mark what David says, "I am feeble 
and sore broken." But what made him so ? Says he, "My loins are 
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:filled with a loathsome disease." This was indwelling sin which he 
felt, and which gave him so much pain ; and it is on account of sin, 
barrenness, and hardness of heart, that the child of God says, "I am 
ready to halt." Ah, says he, I will try and pray in earnest, my whole 
soul shall be in the work; but before he gets far in this exercise, 
strange things leap into his mind, and he is ready to give up and say, 
"I am ready to halt;" my heart is bad, I am altogether bad. Again, 
he says, I will read God's Word more, and drive away this melancholy, 
and these vain and foolish thoughts. At it he goes, and tries hard; 
but O how he himself is tried I for certain grim monsters come in at 
the doors, at the windows, and even make their way through the walls 
-0f the house. Perhaps you may be a little tinctured with covetousness, 
and on. account of which you have to suffer much darkness of mind; 
but all at once you determine to upset that sin, and so say, I will be a 
little more liberal, this being a branch of the Christian religion. You 
try with all your might, but this constitutional sin still makes head 
against you, your courage fails, and you say, I have not now succeeded 
in fully rooting out this hateful weed, and I cannot help crying out, 
"I am ready to halt." Alas, "I am bowed down greatly, I go mourning 
all the day." 0 Lord, give me all the grace and strength I need, that 
I may go on to wage war with sin and Satan, till all my foes be over
come, and the victory fully and finally gained. 

Pulham St. Mary. . B. TAYLOR. 
P .S.-I send another crumb from the Master's table, if you think 

you can find room for it on your dish. · 

MR BALLARD BROUGHT TO THE BOOK; 
OR, ~ 

THE GLORIOUS ONENESS OF ALL THE REDEE:\.IED .. 
'&: DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-In Earthen Vessel for August, my 

attention was arrested by an article headed, "Some Critical 
Points for Consideration," consigned by J. F. Ballard. Knowing you 
do not hold yourself responsible for the views of your correspondents, 
also your willingness to give all sides a fair and impartial hearing on 
all points of interest and importance, I crave a corner for a few remarks 
in reply to the above-named article; trusting they may not be accord
ing to the carnal reasonings of the old man, but to the infallible testi
monies of the Scriptures of truth. 

Your correspondent says, "Unquestionably, it is a duty incumbent 
upon all who have received the truth to state and defend it," etc. If 
so, we would also remind him of the great danger of adding thereto 
(Rev. xxii. 18). Peter and John were men taught of God, and they 
said, "We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard 

. and our hands have handled of the Word of life" (Acts iv. 20; 
1 John i. 1 ). Hence their preaching and Epistles beautifully har
monised with the Scriptures, which had been written hundreds of years. 
Can so much be said of the article referred to ? Let us try it. ·' To 
the law, and to the testimony." 
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After adverting t-0 the good intentions of DaYid, the work wrought 
by Solomon, his own and other's labours, M.r. Ballard presents us with 
a strange piece of logic. He tells us .Jehovah-Jesus equips and 
sends forth men into the ministr,r; yet argues it is by a course of 
self-culture in the sciences they become qualified to contend against 
the intellectual preaehern of erroneous doctrines. Would it not have 
been more in keeping with his theory had he said," Jehovah begins, 
but they finish and complete the equipment?" Is it necessary that one 
should become accomplished in the sciences to be qualified to contend 
against erroneous preachers ? " Were all, or any of the sanctified ones, 
whom Jude exhorted, to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered 
to the saints," adepts in the sciences? Timothy was exhorted "to 
avoid oppositions of sciences." Then, what was he to do? Not give 
scientific lectures, nor philosophic orations, as many do now ; but 
"Hold the faith," "Prea_ch the word." Timothy had known the Scrip
tures from his childhood; and it is the Scriptures which are " profit
a hle for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous
ness : that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works." The Ephesians were to "take the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God." "The Word of God is quick and powerful, 
sharper than any two-edged sword." " Out of his mouth went a two
edged sword" (His omnipotent, omnific word-see also Isa. lv. 11; 
Rev. ii. 12, vi. 4, xix. 15, 21). Surely, this word which created the 
earth, seas, planets, suns, systems, yea, the universe itself, set them in 
motion, keeps them in order, is able also to confound the most craftily
devised system hell could invent, or man adopt, against the truth of 
God. or the eternal interests of men. No effect can exceed its cause. 
Science, however favourable to matters of religion, is but weak; con
sequently, the good effects must be small. The Word, having omnipo
tent power, is the best and mightiest engine; hence, the results shall 
correspond accordingly, in unison with the eternal purposes of an All
wise Jehovah. Thus proving Mr. Ballard's scientific theory to be 
inimical to the Scriptures, insulting to Jehovah, deceptive to men, and 
pleasing to the arch adversary of the truth. 

WHAT MEAN THESE FLOODS? 

Again, is it a fact, "Their (erroneous preachers) empire over the 
minds of the people is beginning to be considerably shaken?" If so, 
what means the mighty tide of Roman Catholicism_ that is rising so 
terriby in our land, and carrying upon its bosom its thousands and 
tens of thousands ? What means the rapid growth of Ritualism in the 
so-called Protestant Church? What are we to understand by the 
torrents of Infidelity and semi-Atheism, which is rushing in upon us on 
every hand ? Why is it such multitudes are embracing the annihila
tion idol ? And how is it such hosts are bowing down to the Dagon of 
free-will and duty faith ? How is it we hear from all parts of the land 
the plaintive notes, "How is the fine gold become dim :" "The ways of. 
Zion do mourn," etc. Are not strifes, debates, divisions, and separa
tions continually taking place? So far from the empire of evil ministers 
being considerably shaken, it must be patent to every observer it· is 
waxing stronger and stronger, like the horn spoken of by Daniel, and 
is making war with the saints, and, to a great extent, prevailing. 
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Perhaps one of the greatest reasons for it is, because so many have 
resorted to the sciences, rather than to the plain Scripturlls of truth, 
for their weapons of war. 

Evidently, the glory has departed from many of the 8uffolk Churches, 
which, in bygone days, were as the garden of the Lord. Look at the 
Metropolitan Churches! Is it not the free-and-easy anythingarians 
that flourish like the rush in the mire? But, alas ! how little ( compara
tively speaking) is the truth, as it is in Jesus, loved and sought for. 
And may not the same be said of all the great towns in the country ? 
Nevertheless, "Christ shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied." 

Passing from this subject, Mr. Ballard notices a distinct call to 
write, from that to preach, and labours to prove some are called to 
write, and not to preach. But the passages quoted will not support the 
theory; for it must be admitted that John, who wrote the Revelation, 
was a preacher. It is no less clear that the Prophets were preachers. 
They openly declared the Word of the Lord in the hearing of the people. 
The Apostles who wrote the Epistles were preachers. In modern 
times, the greatest and profoundest writers were also preachers, such 
as Gill, Owen, Charnock, Hawker, Huntington, and many others of 
sacred memory. Further, 1 Tim. v. 17 is brought to prove that 
those who write are they who labour in doctrine, and that those 
who preach are they who labour in word, 2 Tim. iv. 2 being brought 
to confirm it. Now this is wresting the Scriptures to support a flimsy, 
fangled notion. 

In the first of these passages the Apostle advised Timothy concern
ing elders, and said, "Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy 
of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine." 
The article the, being left out, alters the sense, altogether contrary to 
the Apostle's meaning. For it is not they who labour in word, and 
they who labour in doctrine; but "The word and doctrine." This is 
confirmed in the other passage and that which follows it : "Preach the 
Word. . . . For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine;" clearly proving it to be the elders or ministers who 
so labour in the Word and doctrine. 

We ought to be very watchful against making distinctions where 
there are none. Let it also be remembered, that the preaching 
of the Gospel is of infinite more value than all the literature in the 
world : and the more simple, the more valuable. The New Testament 
abounds with proofs. 

But Mr. Ballard seems to attach a far greater importance to, and 
sets a much greater value upon, what he terms Calvinistic literature, 
distinguished by its "Purity of diction," "Vigour of style," "Splendid 
ideas," etc., and deplores the supineness of Particular Baptist Churches 
with reference to it; but, nevertheless, comforts himself with the sweet 
lullaby of" Degrees in glory," saying, "But there are degrees in glory, 
and there are those who shall be more immediately in the presence of 
God and the Lamb than others." It must not be forgotten this is 
a human acquirement, and no " Thus saith the Lord," and '' It is 
written," to support the assertion. This doctrine well suits many who 
have acquired large intellectual attainments, and think more about, and 
value them more than the Person, merits, blood, and righteousness of the 
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Adorable Redeemer. Of this class there are not a few. It is fine food 
for the carnal appetite of human pride; a nice soft pillow for merit
mongers of all classes to repose upon, highly perfumed from the censers 
of A.rrninius and Wesley. Self qualification for high seats is a darling 
idol. But like all, the rest of the idols, shall most assuredly be 
destroyed and sent, back from whence they came ; seeing they are 
diametrically opposed to the plan and workings of free-grace, as taught 
in the Scriptures of truth. Could one travel the whole circle of human 
learning, and fully, faithfully, patiently, affectionately, and successfully 
labour in the word and doctrine, until all his physical powers should be 
worn threadbare, and the mental energies completely exhausted, it 
would no more qualify him for the heavenly world, or a higher position 
-when he got there, than did the dying groan of the malefactor, "Lord, 
remember me." Nor let it be supposed that dying petition qualified 
him. It was but an external evidence or proof be was already qualified, 
but up to that hour he had been an abandoned wretch. If the degree 
theory be correct, that pardoned and justified malefactor, with thousands 
more who have been called in the eleventh hour, will be a tremendous 
distance from Christ in the Paradisiacal world. But Jesus said, "To
day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." Moreover, is there not an 
infinite disparity between an earthly monarchy and the heavenly king
dom ? The allusion, and inference too, are so infinitely mean and con
temptible, as also anti-scriptural, they are not worthy of comment. Mr. 
Ballard writes as though He had acquired more ,knowlege of the glory 
world than the inspired penmen, who said, "Eye hath not seen, ear 
bath not heard;" and, "it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is." We, i.e., all who shall be saved, and ultimately 
"caught up," etc. (1 Thess. iv. 13-18.) Communion and f~lowship 
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus. Christ, is an inestimable 
privilege bestowed; and not by any means a human acquirement, and, 
doubtless, is the very acme of the religion of Jesus. Further, "He will 
give (unto all His chosen ones) grace and glory." That glory will 
consist, in a complete conformity, to a glorified Christ. To this e~d 
were they predestinated (Rom. viii. 29). Where, then, are degrees m 
glory? "We shall be like· Him." Therefore, shall we not have a 
spiritual, incorruptible, glorified body? Shall not the veil of ignorance 
be completely torn off? Will not the mind expand, and the under
standing be perfectly developed? Is it not a fact, that the clog of 
feeble, sinful mortality, hinders the mind becoming more expanded 
here ? Let every son and daughter of Zion take their stand upon the 
Rock of eternal truth : for that truth declares "We shall be like Him." 
Kot forgetting that every one of them is loved with the same perfect love, 
chosen bJ: the same merciful God, adopted by the same kind Fath_er, 
bought with the same price, redeemed by the same blessed Christ, 
reg~nerated br the same Holy Ghost, and brought saving, into the same 
glorious relat10nship. All help to compose the one perfect body of 
which Christ is the Head ; all form a part of the one holy temple of 
which God is the builder and glory; all are living branches of the true 
Vine ; yea, all are washed in the same precious blood, all clothed in the 
same white garments and raiment of needlework and wrought gold; 
and, ultimately, shall all stand before the throne, having palms, and 
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singing one melodious song: but not a sentence about degrees in glory. 
In further support of this "degree" figment, it is said, "For as Christ 
hath ascended into heaven, and taken again there His body with flesh, 
bones," etc., which implies : 1. That the human body of the Lord 
Jesus was in heaven previous to its being begotten by the overshadow
ing of the Holy Ghost. 2. That He brought that body down from 
heaven, therefore, never was made or born of a woman. 3. That the 
body of Jesus Christ has undergone no change, contrary to the 
word, which declares it to be a glorious body. If this be a part or 
sample of the Calvinistic literature, with "Splendid ideas," etc., need 
we wonder at there being so little demand for it by the Particular 
Baptists. 

Again, Mr. Ballard saith, "The more abundant our labours are for 
Him here, the more honourable our recognition there." Indeed! the 
Apostle Paul viewed the matter in a very different light; speaking of 
himself, he said, "By the grace of God, I am what I am." Referring 
to his labours, he said, " I laboured more abundantly than they all : 
yet, not I, but the grace of God which was with me." And when he 
had finished his extraordinary course, the faithful and laborious saint 
took a retrospect of all the way his God had led him ; happy in the 
thought of the time of his departure being at hand, he exultingly said, 
"Henceforth, there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness-not 
which he had earned by his abundant labours-but which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, 
but unto all them that love His appearing." Not a word about a more 
honourable recognition. Again, we are told, it was the conviction of 
this degree theory, and a more honourable recognition, "that inspired 
and ennerved the Apostles and the early Church to labour in Christ's 
service, even unto martyrdom," etc. If this is not a fearful libel upon 
the characters of those holy men of God, I know not what is or would 
be. What, to gain a higher place in heaven, a nearer place to the throne, 
did they labour and suffer? That man's religion, or ministry either, is 
not worth a rush, that has not purer motives than that to prompt him. 
Preposterous idea, indeed ! A man born of God, delivered from the 
reigning and damning power of sin, brought into Gospel liberty and 
the enjoyment of new covenant blessings, to-be so carnal, sensual, to 
say, I would not labour in preaching or writing for the glory of God, or 
the good of His family, was it not for securing a more honourable place 
in heaven. 0, Mr. Ballard, a poor, selfish, fleshly religion thrrt. It 
may do for the followers of Arminius, and the votaries of Rome, but 
never for those who have their senses exercised to discern both good 
and evil. 

We will now, for the time being, take our leave of l\Ir. Balhtrd, 
sincerely wishing he may be favoured to meet with some kind Aquila 
and Priscilla, who may instruct him in the way of the Lord more 
clearly. 

Wishing you, Mr. Editor, much of the anointing of the Holy Ghost, 
and every blessing you need as an editor, and minister of the Gospel 
of God; while I am only, JOSIAH MoRLING, 

Minister of Zom· Clwpel, Ipswich. 

X 
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THE CHRISTIAN CONFLICT. 

BY G. BURRELL, OF WATFORD. 

( Concluded f1·om page 264 ). 

H AVING thus adverted to the connection in which our text stands, 
showing the circumstances under which the question arises

" Return, that we may look upon thee," we shall endeavour to speak 
upon the latter part of the verse-" What will ye see in the Shulamite, 
but as it were the company of two armies." 

If you examine me closely, and look on me narrowly, you will be 
1mre to discover this secret about me, that there are two contending 
powers within me-that I am a kind of compound, being a mystery to 
myself and a mystery to you. It is a mystery only known to, and 
experienced by, the Christian; therefore we shall now look at the subject 
matter of the text, which is the believer's warfare. Here are to be seen 
in the Shulamite the company of two armies. In consideration of this 
important subject, 

Notice, 1st. The seat of war. 
2nd. The nature of the batt"le. 
3rd. The cause of the war. 
And 4th. The end and design of tho beli'ever' s conff,ict. 
I. The seat of war. Where is it? Where do these contending 

armies meet in battle? Well, the Shulamite tells us the war was within ; 
it is in the Shulamite, and Paul says, Sin dwelleth in me; and I find 
another law in my members warring against the law of the mind ; and 
so says the Shulamite, If you look upon me and examine me closely, 
you will find the armies are within me ; the one army consisting of 
Christ the Commander and Captain, with all the graces and fruits of the 
Holy Ghost, with every holy desire and spiritual thought and motive; 
these have their seat within the citadel, the castle, the principal mansion, 
the soul; and the other army, consisting of the innumerable corruptions 
of our fallen nature, the innate evils of the heart, fleshly lust, and 
treacherous dealers, in league with and allied to the devil, the prince 
and power of darkness, are seated principally in the flesh. These are as 
Bunyan has it in his Holy War, not in the castle, they were once-they 
as lords, had dominion over us, they were once the only rulers in the 
soul, and then there was no conflict; but they were overcom.e and cast 
out by Christ and grace-the mightier than Satan and sin-they were 
cast out of the affections, dethroned from the heart, but they are not 
yet cast out of the premises altogether, they are in the walls of the town, 
namely, in the flesh, or in the members ; here they are seated, here they 
dwell, and here they rage; and here they rave, and, alas! too oft prevail 
in their influence upon or attacks against the soul. I know, says the 
Apostle, while an Apostle and a great and blessed saint, too, "I know 
that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing." That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
And again, I find_another law in my members warring against the law 
of my mind. Here is the law of his mind, by which his mind was 
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governed; the law of the Sp.irit of life in Christ Jesus, by which he was 
influenced to serve and love the law of God; and here is the law of sin 
in the members, by which he was frequently led captive, that is, his soul 
was led away captive by the power and influence of the law of sin in 
his members, whether he would or not, which made him groan and cry, 
'' 0 wretched man that I am." 

Sin dwelleth in me, says Paul ; there is no soundness in my flesh, 
said David, yet there is a good treasure within ; for a good man, out of 
the good treasure of his heart, bringeth forth good things-there is 
some good thing in every Christian's breast towards the Lord God of 
Israel. The good thing is grace-God's holy life and fear that is in the 
soul ; but all the evils, as regards their nature, still remain rooted in the 
flesh of the best saint and unaltered. The armies are within, the field 
of battle is in the believer's bosom ; sworn enemies are the two armies 
and irreconcilable, sometimes described as the old man and the new, 
sometimes the flesh and the spirit, and sometimes the law of the Spirit 
and the law of sin. Here are in the same person, Christ and Satan, 
light and darkness, holiness and sin, life and death, nature and grace, 
faith and unbelief, hope and fear, love and enmity, patience and fretful
ness, meekness and rashness, holy thoughts and vile thoughts, gracious 
desires and sinful inclinations; a whole army of graces, and a whole 
army of sins and lusts; and these are diametrically and perpetually 
opposed the one to the other-the seat of war is within. 

Secondly. As to the nature of the struggle. 
It is spiritual, painful, and perpetual. 
I. It is spiritual, not carnal. We wrestle not against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities and powers; not only with all the evils 
within, but with all the fallen angels and devils without. No one can 
see the struggle, but it is no less real. It is what Paul calls it, a wrest
ling with spiritual and mighty foes; the weapons are not carnal but 
spiritual. It is the armour of God, truth for the loins, imputed 
righteousness for the breast, shoes of iron and brass for the feeL, a 
good hope, through grace, as a helmet for the head, the Word of God 
as the sword, and Christ as the Invincible Shield; it is the armour of 
light, provided by God and put upon the soldier. The armour is 
entirely spiritual, provided by the Spirit and exercised under His 
divine influence and power. It is the Spirit that quickeneth. 
Strengthened with all might by His Spirit in the inner man. It is 
through the Spirit the deeds of the body are mortified; fleshly lusts 
are opposed by spiritual graces, but He who is the Author of 
every grace infuses power and vigour into the graces; faith is of the 
operation of the Spirit; hope also is strong, and lively, and abounding, 
as it is inspired by the Spirit; love also is shed abroad in the heart by 
the Holy Ghost. It is the Spirit with all His implanted graces in the 
believer that is opposed to the flesh. The nature of the ccnflict is 
spiritual. . 

2. It is painful. That is to say, it is a reality felt and known in 
the soul where it takes place. Sometimes, yea, frequently, dte ties!1 
prevails and then the spirit is grieved. The flesh may not so prern1l 
as to break out, to throw the Christian down outwardly; he may not 
openly yield to sin, yet there may be an inward fallin_g. .\.ncl the 
living soul is painfully sensible when sin and the flesh 1s nppermost 
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within. 'l'his is, I apprehend, the Apostle's meaning in Rom. vii.: "I 
find anothrr law in my members warring against the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my mem
bers." This it was that produced the bitter cry, "0 wretched man 
that I am!" This WTetchedness was felt, and painfully felt too. It 
made him groan for this reason, he was a holy man and such was the 
power of sin in his members, that it acted as a law and carried him like 
a prisoner whither he would not, and placed him, for the time being, 
where he would not be. A naturally cleanly person might be carried 
by force and placed in the midst of filth, and wretchedness would sure 
to be the result, simply because the person was of cleanly habits. ~he 
fear of the Lord is clean and cannot be contaminated by sin or altered 
as to its nature, yet the soul that fears God is often carried away by 
the power of sin. 

David feared God, yet he said, " Iniquities prevail against me." 
The:, often prev-ailed within, and, in the case of his fall, they prevailed 
and broke out in a fearful way. The struggle is for the throne: the 
elder, sin, shall serve the younger, grace. Sin is subdued, it is cast 
down, but not cast out. The nature of the two are as opposite as fire 
and water, so that they are always struggling. The flesh suffers when 
it is mortified and crucified, and grace suffers, and groans, and bleeds 
when sin prev-ails. Under the sweet influences of divine grace, when 
the great Captain is in the field, every lust and sin is routed and put 
to flight; e,ery grace is in sweet and blessed exercise, and every 
thought is brought into obedience to Christ; the heart is fixed and the 
belie,er sings praise. Anon, the troops of hell and troop~ of evil 
thoughts, vain, vile, and infidel, carry away the soul, fetter, and bind 
it fast. K ow the soul cleaves to the dust and groans; now it pants and 
thirsts for G-od; now it mounts and then it sinks; now it sings and 
then it mourns. It is the same soul, but under very different influences. 
Oh, ves. it is painful. To will is present, but how to perform we find 
not:· " -When I would do good evil is present with me." Indeed, the 
hol, Apostle says, "Ye cannot do the things that ye would." Newton 
describes the contention in the following lines:- · 

" Strange and mysterious is my life, 
What opposites I feel within ; 

A stable peace, a constant strife, 
The rule of grace, the power of sin. 

Too often am I captive led, 
Yet daily triumph in my Head. 

I prize the privilege of prayer, 
Yet, Oh, what backwardness to pray; 

Though on the Lord I cast my care, 
I feel its bu1·clen every day. 

I seek His will in all I do, 
Yet find my own is working too. 

I love the holy day of rest, 
When Jesus meets His gather'd saints; 

Sweet day of all the week, the best; 
For its return my spirit pants. 

Yet often, through my unbelief, 
It proves a day.of guilt and grief. 
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I call the promises my own, 
.And prize them more than mines of gold ; 

Yet though I have their sweetness known, 
They leave me unimpress'd and cold. 

One hour upon the truth I feed, 
The next I know not what I reacl." 
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There is always suffering connected with fighting, and though, 
through rich grace, saints are kept from final falling, yet it is never
theless true, the warfare creates much pain and anxiety. The flesh is 
flesh, and tends strongly to that which is fleshly. The world and the devil 
without operate very powerfully on these allies within; the world is full of 
snares; the devil presents a variety of baits to suit the appetites of all: 
and alas I very frequently we do not see the snare until we feel the 
smart. My heart, says David, is sore pained within me. Again he 
says, "My soul is among lions." Oh, what raging lusts arise within 
at times and threaten to devour! But while we can:aot do the things 
which we would spiritually, blessed be God, neither can we do what 
we would carnally. We cannot follow the flesh, or Ii ve after the flesh, 
or fulfil the desires of the flesh, as we once did, beca~se of the contrary 
principle within. 

3. It is perpetual or constant. Not that the armies themselves an· 
always actually engaged in war, but there is no reconciliation; there is 
no surrender; there are seasons of rest and refreshment, special times 
when the Great Commander is near; when He, by His looks and word, 
scatters and silences the enemy; when He marshals His own forces 
and inspires them with strength and vigour; but as soon as His 
Majesty disappears, or withdraws His spiritual presence, the foe is 
sure to stir, and Satan, at the head of his army, soon comes in like a 
flood. If there is a long calm and a dead calm we may be sure there is 
something wrong. If the Holy Ghost is not stirring the fire of grace, 
the devil will be stirring the waters of corruption. By clay and by 
night, at home and abroad, in the world, in the street, in the house of 
God, and before the throne of God, this fight continues. " I was almost 
in all manner of evil," says the Psalmist, "in the great congregation;" 
"How long shall vain thoughts lodge within me?" We are not always 
feeding or resting, even in the house of God; there are sore conflicts 
and combats take place there, and, blessed be God, there, too, we derive, 
frequently, fresh strength to persevere, to make a stand, and to fight the 
good fight of faith. Now and then the battle ceases in the places of 
drawing of water, and we are enabled to rehearse the righteous acts of 
the Lord in His wonderful deliverances in helping ns in, holding ns up, 
and bringing us through the battle. Here we learn to know and prove 
His value as a Shield and Hiding-Place. Oh, blessed Christ, how He 
has covered our head in the day of battle! He giveth us the victory; 
we are more than conquerors, and the feeble worm, by faith, at times 
triumphantly sings, even here, 

"Oh, the happiness arising 
From the life of grace within, 

When the soul is realising 
Conquests over hell ttnd sin. 

Happy moments, 
Heavenly joys on earth begin." 

But the Canaanite dwells in the land, and we are not long between 
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the seasons of eng·agement with some of the evils that lurk within. 
They are in the members, in the eye; how soon that is carried captive! 
They are in the tongue; how soon, alas! from sweet praise and thank
ful utterances that is employed by the foe in complaining or something 
worse. They are in the feet and hands; how willingly they move in 
the ser,ice of the King under the influence of love; but how slow 
they drag in heaven's way, or wander out of the way when the flesh 
prernils ! Thus the conflict i~ for life, and death alone will put a final 
end to this strife; and the true Christian often sighs for that period, 

"When His dear face to view; 
He, mounting to his native skies, 
Shall bid all sin adieu." 

It is a perpetual fight. 

Thirdly. The cause of this war. 

Well, this is very pleasing to reflect upon. The cause is the im
plantation of grace. .As sure as you are engaged in this spiritual war
fare, so sure you are a Christian; for as long as the soul is unregene
rated there can be no war. There is nothing but flesh; there is but 
one set of principles there, and can, therefore, be no strife or contention. 
" When a strong man armed keepeth his palace his goods are in peace; 
but when a stronger than he shall come upon him and overcome him, 
he taketh from him all his armour, wherein he trusted, and divideth 
his spoils." In a state of nature Satan and sin govern the heart, he 
blinds the understanding, shuts out the light, corrupts the judgment, 
captivates and governs the will, alienates and pollutes the affections, 
and quiets the conscience with a delusive peace. But as soon as grace 
comes, his seat is disturbed, light breaks into the understanding, truth 
possesses the judgment, the will is subjected to Christ, the affections are 
cleansed and set on things above, and the conscience, alarmed by guilt 
and the terrors of God's holy law, is cleansed and quieted by atoning, 
pardoning blood, and sin and Satan being cast out, from that period, 
and solely on that account the warfare begins. It was the image of 
God in .Adam the devil aimed at and destroyed . in Eden, and it is His 
own blessed image, Christ, in the heart of the Christian, that the devil 
hates, and abhors, and aims at. This war began in heaven; its dread
ful effects are seen in the fall, and it is renewed in the soul on the same 
grounds as soon as ever the kingdom of grace is set up within. It is 
often asked by the believer, especially the young and inexperienced 
Christian, "If I am a Christian, why am I thus? Why these conflict
ing feelings, and why this constant strife? Why, the answer is plain. 
You are so because yon are a Christian. This is one of the best and 
most abiding evidences that can be produced. It is life that feels the 
death, light that complains of darkness, purity that mourns over and 
loathes defilement, faith that struggles with unbelief. Recollect the 
Master's words, " Think not that I am come to Rend peace on the 
earth." No; but to separate from the world, to break the covenant 
,rith death and the agreement with hell, to set up My kingdom within 
to reign, and rule, and finally to overcome and cast the devil and sin 
entirely out for ever. Therefore, cheer up, conflicting heart, all is well 
and must be well to all eternity; for, 
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"As sure as Jesus overcame 
And triumphed once for you, 

So surely you that love His name 
Shall triumph in Him too." 
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Now, Fourthly and briefly. A word or two on the end and design of 
this conflict. 

Why should it be so? We are satisfied there is a wise and gracious 
design in it all. There are two principal reasons :-1. That we may 
know and discover what is in our hearts; and 2. What there is in the 
heart and hand of our God for us. What we are in ourselves, and what 
our covenant God in Christ is to us. 

We must learn by experience the use of our Shjeld; we must know 
from experience the characters of Christ as a Commander and Captain, 
as a Strong Tower and Stronghold. Who, but the experienced soldier, 
the fighting, the feeble, and the faint, and yet the conquering and 
triumphing believer in Christ, can sing truthfully and feelingly the 
language of David: '' Blessed be the Lord my Strength, who teacbeth 
my bands to war and my fingers to fight. My Goodness and my For
tress, my High Tower and my Deliverer, my Shield, and He in whom 
I trust." 
· We must learn by experience our fickleness, weakness, and defence
less condition, and His faithfulness, power, and protection. We must 
know what it is to be wounded and what it is to be healed; our weak
ness and where our great strength lieth. We must learn some of the 
devices and depths of Satan and the wisdom, and skill, and power of 
our dear Deliverer in Satan's dark hour. We must know something of 
the depths of sin and the depths of God's eternal love in the sympathy 
and succour shown by our Jesus in temptation. We must know by 
divine tuition the true nature of sin and the nature of grace. J ebovah 
might have taken His Israel from Egypt into Canaan in a few days, but 
He led them about in the wilderness, and tried, and trained them there 
for forty years. He thereby proved them and they proved their God. 
Their necessities made room for His supplies; their extremities for dis
plays of His almighty power, and their enemies brought out His care 
and protection. The existence and power of sin within reminds us 
daily of the need of blood ; a sense of one's own weakness brings us 
experimentally into acquaintance with the strength of Israel. 

Again, we must be reminded this is not our rest. How the soldier 
in the battle-field must long for borne and long for rest ; so the Chris
tian warrior longs to lay down the sword and take up the palm, to cease 
to sigh and to begin to sing. We must know by painful experience, by 
castings down, and various disappointments, and defeats in the field, 
that we shall never possess the land by our own bow, and that our own 
strength cannot save us, but entirely because the Lord has a favour 
towards us. " By this I know Thou favourest me because mine enemies 
do not triumph over me." Of Gad it is said, " A troop shall overcome 
him, but he shall overcome at the last." 'Tis in this sore and constant 
conflict the wonderful Saviour is known and endeared. His name may 
well be called Wonderful. He is wonderful everywhere; wonderful in 
counsel, wonderful in the field of temptation, when He overcame the 
devil, wonderful on the cross, when His own arm brought salvation, 
perfeat nnd complete, over all our foes; and wonderful He is in the 
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heart, where the battle often rages. Was ever such a Commander 
known? He leads the war as a Captain, covers the soldiers as a Shield, 
hrals the wounded as a Physician, and carries the faint as the Strength 
of Israel. He is both Pioneer and Rereward; He fights the battle, 
gives the victory, and brings safe home and through the whole. 

"The weakest saint shall win the dny, 
Though death and hell obstruct the way." 

And then to close; oh, how sweet, eternally sweet will be the eternal 
rest, the complete conquest, to realise in heaven fully what is a blessed 
fact even now: "We are more than conquerors through Him that hath 
loved us." Oh, to be helped to say at the end of the campaign, in a 
dying hour, with holy Paul, " I have fought a good fight; I have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous
ness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall give unto me at that 
day; and not to me only, but to all those who love His appearing." 
It is a conflict now, but the crown is in view, the kingdom is at hand. 

" That throne, that glory you shall share, 
My hands the crown shall give; 

And you the sparkling honours wear, 
While God Himself shall live." 

"WHY DO YOU NOT INVITE ALL KINDS 01!', 
SINNERS TO COME TO CHRIST?" 

My DEAR FRIERD,-In reply to your question, I beg leave to 
assign my reasons for not inviting all persons to come to Christ. 

I. I am not commanded to do so in the Word of God.• The 
Saviour says, "PREACH the Gospel to every creature." This I endeavour 
to do. I would not hesitate to tell every person I came in contact · 
with, that they are lost, ruined, and undone sinners. I would also tell 
them God's plan of salvation by the ":finished work" of Christ, and not 
omit to set before them the work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration.; but 
I could not invite a careless and indifferent person to "come, to Christ.''. 

1. You must not confound preaching and inviting one with.armther. 
The Gospel is to be PREACHED to all, but to be "offered" to none .. · 

2. I believe that Redemption is particular, that ,Jesus Christ did 
not die for all men, but for His bride-the Church. " He · loved the 
Church, and gave Himself for it.'' How could I invite all to Christ, 
when I know that there is not salvation provided for all? 

3. I maintain that invitations are addressed to particular cases 
and characters. I. Those who "thirst" (Isa. lv.). II. Those who 
"will" (Rev. xxii. 17). III. Those who "labour and are heavy laden." 
Each of these are effects of a work of grace in the heart. Spiritual 
thirst and spiritual willingness are properties of spiritual life, and to 
be labouring and heavy laden are two blessed evidences that those who 
have them are quickened by, the Holy Ghost. 

4. I maintain also that "pressing invitations" are needless. 
I. In relation to the unrenewed man. He has no desire to be saved, 
His heart is emnity against God-is not subject to the law of God, 
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neither ean he be. To such an one invitations would be useless. He 
-does not feel His need of Christ, and there is no beauty in Christ that 
he should desire Him. Coming to Christ is a spiritual act, and before 
any person can perform a spiritual ACT, they must possess spiritual 
LIFE. Therefore I maintain that invitations to dead sinners are useless. 
II. Then as it regards Regenerated persons. The first work in a 
sinner's salvation is the quickening operation of the Holy Ghost, which 
manifests itself in a feeling sense of sin, a desire for mercy and 
deliverance from the power, as well as the penal consequences attached 
to it. The desire of such has been very truly described as follows :-

" Though words can never tell my case 
Nor all my sorrows paint; 

This I can say before Thy face, 
Tltat Ck,·ist is all I rvant." 

A person in this state does not require to be invited to Christ. His 
cry is, " Give me Christ or else I die." " Say unto my soul I am thy 
:salvation." " Lord, IF THOU WILT Thou CANST make me clean." 
'.' The desire of my soul is unto Thy name." The poor convinced 
sinner would give ten thousand worlds, did he possess them, to be able 

·to feel his.interest in Christ. . 
I often think that those who deal so largely in universal invitations 

-caI1I1ot understand what it is to '' come to Christ." Coming to Christ 
.is a spiritual act. A desire to be saved by Christ is coming to Him, 
renouncing our own works, good and bad, and casting ourselves at the 
feet of Jesus : this is coming to Christ. Let it be distinctly under
stood that no man can come to Jesus without being drawn unto Him 
by the Father, and that "all who have heard and learned of the Father" 
will come to Jesus. This is no small mercy. If our salvation had 
depended upon ourresponding to the invitation, we should never have 
,-0ome at all. We sought Jesus because He first sought us, and had He 
not have sought us, we should never have sought Him. 

From the tenor of your letter I conclude that you do not rightly 
understand the nature of FAITH. You appear to make faith the cause, 
and salvation the effect. This is false. Faith is not the condition of life 
and salvation, but the effect. Faith is a fruit of the Spirit, so that 
before I can have the fruit I must have the tree of grace in my heart. 
It is not if you will believe you shall be saved, but if you believe you 
,are saved. If you are a believer in Jesus, you have everlasting life, 
and shall never come again into condemnation. Saving faith is a 
precious grace, given to God's elect, and to them alone. It is called 
" the faith of God's elect," and is of " the operation of God," it works 
by love, and leads the sinner to Christ, and draws life and virtue from 
him. It is an eye· by which we see Christ, and a hand by which we. • 
embrace Him; it is by faith we realize our interest in Jesus, and by it 
we overcome the world ; but it is also the sovereign gift of God to 
those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

May the Lord open your eyes to see all truth, with a spiritual eye, 
and gi'Ve you to see, 

That ne'er bad you felt the guilt of sin, 
Nor sweets of pardoning love, 

Unless thy worthless name bad been 
Enrolled to life above. 

GEORGE REYNOLDS. 
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" THE WATCHMAN ON THE WALLS." 

BIS EXPERIENCE AS A CHRISTIAN, AND AS A MINISTER OF THE 

GOSPEL.* 

THE days are gone, when WILLIAM GARRARD, of Leicester, was a 
minister of the Gospel of God to many souls in different parts of 

England. He has left us behind; his memory is pleasant to us; and 
we desire to express to Mr. R. A. BARBER honest and hearty thanks 
for compiling and publishing this memorial volume, entitled "REMI
NISCENCES OF THE LA.TE WILLIAM: GARRA.RD." 

As we travel hither and thither, we carry the book with us ; and it. 
i~ delightful to find how correctly we can see that Mr. Garrard's public 
life was the exact counterpart of those simple, sincere, child-like, 
genuine, and godly experiences, of which he was the subject from his 
earliest years. · 

The component parts of William Garrard's mental and ministerial' 
constitution were singularly diverse. Originally, naturally, and truly, 
he was as pure in motive, in mind, and in meaning, as a little child. 
He had a white, clean-looking countenance, and this was but the outcome 
and representation of a severely chastened, delicate, guileless mind. 
Without one atom of irreverence, or of straining similes, we feel a sweet 
pleasure in declaring our conviction that WILLIAM GARRARD did, with 
a deep intensity, love the LORD JESUS CHRIST with all his heart and' 
with all his soul, and also, as certain do we feel that our Lord did, by 
His Spirit, say to our brother WILLIAM (in the sacred experiences of 
his soul), "thou art all fair, My love; beloved, thou art fair : thou hast 
dove's eyes." Indeed, he had "dove's eyes "-they were. at times as 
soft and as tender as holy love could make them ; but there was a long, 
a deep, a piercing penetration in them, that nothing could withstand. 
He would look a man through and through. He would mentally, and 
in silent meditation, dive into the depths of any theme, subject, text~ 
or doctrine, on which His mind might be fixed ; and then, in the fuU 
joys of his soul, you might bear him bursting forth with such 
streams of eloquent feeling that no words could be found fully to express; 
hence, to some, at times it was difficult to comprehend all the ideas 
which His mind laboured most passionately to throw out. . He had "the 
mind of Christ:" and that blessed SPIRIT, which searcheth all things, 
had revealed unto him "the deep things of God." In the defence of the 
glorious personalities and work of a Triune Jehovah, he evinced the 
courage, boldness, nobility, and energy of the lion ; while the tender, 
lamb-like sympathies of his sanctified nature were easily drawn forth 
when any poor" bruised reed" came before him in penitence, faith, and 
love to our Lord. 

No one who belongs, through grace, to the Pauline race of Christians, 
will doubt the veracity of our brief notice when they read the volume, 

* "Reminiscences of the late William Garrard," &c., &c. Printed and Published· 
by Robert Banks, Racquet Court, Fleet Street,London. Also to be had of the Widow, 
Mrs. Garrard, Newtown Street, Leicester, 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 307 

which has been so consistently compiled by Mr. R. A. Barber, and so 
thoroughly well produced by Mr. Robert Banks. 

We have marked some portions as extracts in our future reviews of 
the volume; but we think it only fair to the widow, and honourable to 
the memory of a very extraordinary man, first to give all our readers 
the announcement of the publication of William Garrard's life, leaving 
the quotations for another time. 

HOW GRACE HAS SAVED ALL WHO TRULY 
BELIEVE. 

AFTER I had finished preaching on Sunday evening, Sept. 6, 1874,. 
from Peter's words, "Ye were as sheep going astray, but are 

now returned to the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls," the thought 
came rolling over my mind that the completely conquering and saving 
power of divine grace is strongly represented in the word "returned;" 
for Peter would seem plainly to indicate the four principal blessings 
unto which the truly-converted elect of God are returned. They are 
returned, visibly, 

1. To the fold of Christ, over whom Jesus is the Shepherd, where 
protection and provision are found for them. 

2. They are returned to the Bishop of their souls, whereby they 
are brought under spiritual training for a higher sphere of fellowship 
with the Almighty Lord God of heaven and of holiness. 

3. They are returned to some realisation of their new covenant 
character and condition; for Peter, by the Holy Ghost, saith much when 
he writeth those words, 

"Ye are a chosen generation" (that is the grace of God the Father 
saving them); 

·"A royal priesthood" (that is the grace of the Son of God saving 
them; and mark it is a " royal priesthood ") ; 

"A holy nation" (there is the work of God the Holy Ghost saving 
them); 

" A peculiar people " (here is the manifestation of grace in their 
deportment here on the earth, where grace bath called them out of 
darkness into God's marvellous light, in order that they might shew 
forth the virtues or praises of Him who hath saved them). 

Lastly. They are returned to an " Inheritance which is incorrup
tible, undefiled, and which fadeth not away," &c. 

An enlarged, Bible-confirmed, and experimentally proven testimony 
on these points might strengthen the faith of some who halt, and over
throw the Arminian heresy in the minds of many. 

Who can reject the note? Who will help to illustrate and extend 
it? 

Saving grace, flowing from each and every Person in the Trinity 
and manifesting itself in the experience and character of the redeemed> 
is a theme most blessed to the inmost soul of 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS, 

Whose tent is now removed to 9, Banbury Road, South Hackney. 
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THE PRESS AND THE PEN. 

Thankfully we acknowledge receiving 
numerous packages. Before us we find 
:Ko P,·iest, b11.t Jesus. A lecture by J . .A. 
Griffin, of Charles street, Camberwell (R. 
Banks). Ritualism in Camberwell being 
the evil, Mr. Griffin has publicly, from 
pulpit and by the press, exposed its dan
gerous influence. He lays fast hold of 
it.s daring assertion that "the priest at 
the altar is virtually Christ Himself," 
hurling this awful theory to the winds 
The lecturer, with wisdom, confidence, 
and faith, proves there is" No priest, but 
Jesus, because Jesus only is fitted to ex
ercise the functions of a Priest." Get 
the people to read these lectures of light 
and truth.--In Cheering Words we give a 
precious piece, "Jesus Alone is Our High 
Priest."-Beware of Money-Making Man
Traps in the Shape of Baptist Chapels. 
By a Countryman in London. How can 
a Countryman tell there is no vitality in 
his ministry? If this is fairly criticised 
it will excite anger.-"Religion in the 
City" ( City Press). They are kicking the 
Church of England out of the City, and 
setting up Romanistic places all around. 
Well, they are left to do as they please.
Atomism: Dr. Tyndale's .Atomic Theory 
of the Universe Examined and Refuted. 
By Professor Watts, D.D. (Belfast: W. 
Mullan). Our friend, Robert Wilkin
son, Esq., being the Chairman when this 
lecture was delivered, strengthens our 
conviction that the careful perusal of this 
pamphlet will lift the mind out of the 
misty fears of many who think that 
cscience will sink the theology of heaven. 
-" The Clergyman of Epworth who had 
Nineteen Children," and" Some .Account of 
the Musical Talents of the Wesley Family," 
will be found in Mr. Winter's Shilling 
VolurM, to be had of F. Davis, ill Chapter 
house court. This book is as full of pith 
as a good Christmas pudding is full of 
plums. It is not every one who might 
meet the massive form of Wm. Winters, 
when he is marching from the British 
Museum through the City, who would sup
pose he could compile a work like this. 
But as William Winters is a man well 
grounded in the faith, no one need be 
afraid of perusing the volume because it 
is about the Wesley Family. Charles is 
our favourite; John we never knew.
" LeaYes Torn out of his Life" will be in 
" The Hypers of the Nineteenth Century 
and their Critics."-Benjamin Taylor's 
letters and papers always come with a 
pleasant odour and power .-John Turner, 
of Netherton, and John Turner, of Mel
bourne, both acceptable, although, men
tally, they differ.-Bishop Strossmayer, 

and the Romish curses heaped upon him 
when denouncing Infallibility, is given in 
the rich old Gospel Mag. for September.
No paper is more rightly named than ie 
The Pictorial Wo1·ld. In every depart
ment it is handsome.-Messrs. F. Wheeler, 
John Hudson, .A. Baker, F. Mott, and 
others have written censures against the 
degrees in glory by Mr. Ballard. We 
shall bear the punishment patiently, and 
speak, if we live through it. One thing 
we must name: many have thought dear 
little Ballard, of Farnborough, wae the 
author. No such thing. Mr. Ballard, 
of Chelmsford, wrote it. He is a 
learned and devout Christian, but in 
this matter he has advanced a speculative 
theory which the Lord has neither re
vealed nor confirmed. 

A Protest against Idolatries, <J-c., oj Gos
pel Projessors, By J. Godsmark (published 
by R. Banks). Mr. Godsmark gives us 
this new work as the result of " thirty 
years' experience of persecution, reproach, 
and poverty." In his plain expositions 
of the truth as it is in Jesus, we declare 
our sympathies go with him entirely ; the 
same man that persecuted him was equally 
bitter against others we have known : it is 
a mysterious and awful fact, that the 
majority of men in the ministry are cruelly 
working against their fellows. Many have 
been taken away. Let those who remain 
take heed both of their spirit and con
versation ; for God is Judge, and He 
standeth before the door. Mr. Godsmark 
has for years stood aloof from most 
ministers and Churches ; he has looked 
keenly at their faults and idolatries, and 
he comes forth to witness against them. If 
God called him to this kind of witnessing 
it must do good. We have been seriously 
affected bysomeof Mr.Godsmark'swritings; 
but we fear he considers our section a 
fraternity of hypocrites altogether; if the 
Lord sheweth us no more mercy we must 
perish for ever.-Shirley Hibberd, in The 
Gardener's Magazine for Sept., writes 
beautifully of the crops, the fruits, and 
the world of nature altogether.-Samuel 
Foster, of Sturry, sends tidings of hie 
fellowship with the Lord, while the out
ward man is strangely afBicted.-The 
Melbourne Herald, of June 16, brings ue 
John Turner's discourse on Rom. viii.
" Strong meat "-preserved in our drawer 
until we dare to give it.-Tlte Interpreter 
ie finished in twenty-one handsome 1arts. 
Messrs. Passmore and Alabaster, wil now 
publish the volume entire.-Mr. John 
Lindsey's new tract, Transgressing Israel, 
is a chaste rod for professing Christians: 
but the people care nothing for the soul 
as compared with the body. From his 
watch tower John still sounds the alarm, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

OUR POSITION AS STRICT BAPTISTS: 
Oua FArrn AND Arns DEFINED. 

THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS BY MR. THOMAS JONES, 

At the Opening of Bromley Road Tahernacle. 

On Tuesday, the first day of September, a' and regret that the Babel confusio-i, which 
little tabernacle was opened at Bromley prevails in the religious world, makes it 
road1 Burnt Ash Hill, South Lee, a growing necessary to describe their faith more par
neighbourhood, likely to become a wide, ticularly. There are none in this land, of 
populous field for evangelical operations. whatever sect or denomination, who yearn 
The cause has been commenced in a prayer- more than they for real Christian union, the 
ful trust in the Lord, by a few godly people fellowship of saints, but they can only 
lately located on the hill, who, thankful for expect it on the basis of truth-definitely and 
the grace which has brought them to a distinc1ively 'the truth of the Gospel.' 
knowledge of salvation, are anxious that They have no sympathy with the modern 
others should share with them in religious Broad Church idea which ig-nores dogma, 
privileges. desiderates a Christianity without a creed, 

The mission hall and school room now which banishes catechisms from the schools, 
built are but as the beginning of what is and articles of faith from trust deeds. In 
hoped will become a large chapel. fine, they have a creed, which, however un-

An evangelist has already commenced popular, is dear to their hearts as a summary 
mission labour, and rooms are provided for of divine revelation, the doctrinal foundation 
Sunday school, Bible classes, and those on which rest their faith and hope. Their 
benevolent works in which Christian women creed is what is called 'Calvinism.' Cal
are most useful. vinism, in its plainest version, not alto-

In the afternoon of the day named, Mr. gether Calvin's Calvinism, but the Calvinism 
W. J. Styles, of Islington, preached a ser- of the Evangelists and the Calvinism of the 
mon from 1 Tim. i. 15, "This is a faithful Reformers, whose testimony shook the 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Vatican, and who carried the light of liie 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save into many dark places of the earth, the habi
sinners, of whom I am chief." We shall he tations of cruelty; the Calvinism of the 
thankful if the same Gospel be ever preached Church of England as expressed in Articles 
with the same clearness, tenderness, and 9, 10, 11, and 17. The Calvinism of Top
earnestness which characterised this, the first lady, Berridge, Gill, Hervey, and a cloud of 
sermon in the mission hall of the "Bromley witnesses who were honoured by divine ap
road tabernacle." probation in their life and were glorified at 

A goodly nHmber sat down to tea, after their death. 
which an address was delivered by Mr. T. "Once and for all on this head, their creed 
Jones, of Artillery sh·eet, of which we give need not be looked for in Calvin's Institutes, 
the outlines. ia laboured tomes of profound theoloj?ians, 

Let me premis~, in justice to the promo- nor in the more brief compendiums of 
ters, that it is in no spirit of rivalry again~t I Church articles-all they mean by Calvinism 
good workers around they comme11ce thIS is contained in four are five lines of divine 
movement. inspiration. ' By grace are ye saved through 

They disclaim all opposition save against faith, and that not of yoursel.es, it is the 
sin, ignorance, and ungodliness, and they gift of God : not of works, lest any man 
feel that there is plenty to be done by all should boast.' Salvation of or by grace 
who are willing to serve their day and I includes unconditional election by the Father, 
generation by spreading the knowledge of lull redemption by the substitution and 
Him in whom is all the fulness of grace, and sacrifice of the Son of God, regeneration by 
by whom alone any of our race can be saved. , the power of the Holy Ghost, evidenced by a 

"It is a fair question which, no doubt, i godly life arnl conversation, waitin~; and 
will be put by persons who pass by this watching for the promised appearance ot our 
building, and possibly by some in the present Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
assembly, What m·e the people who have "The little band I just now represent hold 
set it up, and what are their aims? It has themselves subject in their measure to the 
been assigned to me to answer this question Saviour's injuuction, 'Go into all tbe world 
on behalf of those with whom the matter and preach the Gospel to every creat,1re.' 
has ori~innted. But for the heresies, super- They are pledged by their oblig·ation and 
stitions~ and hypocrisies, begotten by the loyalty to Him, to point to Him, tell of Him, 
enemy of God and man, it would be enough and commend Him to the reg·a1~l and trust 
to say that they are Christians, lovers ot God of the poor and needy, the ~;'!ilty an_d lost, 
and His Chrtst, followers of them who, as He who can heal all spmtual diseases, 
through faith and patience, inherit the comfort all that mourn, and save to the v_ery 
promises. They heartily profess so much uttermost all that come to God by Hun. 
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Love to Him, out of which grows love to 
men, has put them on this e:ffurt, hoping God 
will bless it. 

" They know that faith comes by hearing·, 
and hearing- by the Word of God. They 
";ll do their best to secure a full and faithful 
preaching of the glorious Gospel, unadul
terated by the fancies and sophisms of men. 
The Gospel, a solemn reproof to the atheism 
so impudently blatant in certain philosophi
cal circles, and equally repug·nant to popery 
in all its grades and shades, and Pharisaism 
wbateYer its guise. Though not themselves 
preachel"8 in an official sense they will pray 
for the preachers and for the bearers also, 
and as the Word gains effect they trust there 
will be a company of spiritual worshippers 
gathered, who, observing the order seen at 
Corinth, where the converts first gave them
selves to the Lord, and then to each other 
by the wiJJ of God, shall use this building as 
a part of Zion, a family residence, occupied 
by sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, 
and who shall continue in primitive doctrine 
and fellowship, in breaking of bread and in 
prayers. 

" This brings me to another point on which 
they desire to be thoroughly understood : they 
are BAPTISTS, Strict Baptists. Jn the Book 
of books they read, ' He that believeth and 
is baptized, shall be saved.' They that 
!!'ladly received the Word on the day of 
'l'>entecost were baptized, and ' they who 
believed Philip preaching the things con
cerning the kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus Christ, were baptized, both men 
and women;' but nowhere do they read of 
the original order being changed or of 
license given to men of any degree to omit, 
or modify any of the Master's laws. It is 
at our peril we take from or add to the 
things which are written in this Book. It 
does appear strange to us that an ordinance so 
plainly instituted, so significant, and withal 
so easy to obeY, should be neglected and 
even flouted by many who are zealous for 
the faith while they fail of obedience. 
What an immensity of trouble some good 
men give themselves to prove that sprinkling 
a babe is Christian baptism, and that what 
priests and parents do with a child is placed 
to the credit of the child itself. But while 
they keep up a constant fire against our 
views, they are far from unanimous in their 
own ; nay, they do not differ more from us 
than they do from one another. Scarce any 
two of their greatest authorities agreeing on 
the ramifications of the subject. Some 
allege that the dear babe is put into cove
nant with Christ, and the Church by the 
aspersion; and others candidly admit that 
they have no direct Scripture warrant for 
the practice, but at least it is harmless, and 
that it is a gratification to fond parents to 
have something done for the little ones. 

"We would gladly leave them to settle their 
own differences, but they presistently concur 
in charging us with uncharitableness, be
cause we maintain that the font is in the 
way to the table. The episcopal clergyman 
will not sanction by his presence the inter
ment ot an innocent babe that has not been 

christened, aud, as far as we know, all Non• 
conformist Churches require what they call 
baptism as a pre-requisite for membership. 
So they ought not to censure us who believe 
in Believers' Baptism, for being·, in this 
re,wect, in agreement with themselves. 

' We shall conteutoursel ves with exploding 
one fallacy which is made much of, that is, 
that Baetists are a new sect, and that bap
tism by immersion is quite a modern practice. 
We have no hesitation in claiming to be the 
oldest party of the Christian world. The 
precursor of our Saviour was a Baptist; the 
Saviour Himself was a Baptist. The first 
Churches organized by the Apostles consisted 
of baptized believers. Learned men of the 
Episcopalian sect, Presbyterians and Inde
pendents concede all we ask for. With what 
consistency can they go on making· Christians 
by a ceremony which bas not a shadow of 
precept or prescription from the beginning of 
Matthew to the end of Revelation? What
ever difference exist among Baptists on other 
subjects, in regard to baptism they all speak 
the same thing, and there are no divisions 
among them (l Cor. i. 10). 

"They with one voice maintain that BE
LIEVERS, AND BELIEVERS ONLY, ARE 
PROPER SUBJECTS FOR BAPTISM. 

Adult baptism, a phrase often used, does 
not express their meaning ; as they rejoice 
to know that God can and does convert some 
young in years, and being regenerate they 
are fit subjects for Christian baptism, though 
not of adult age. 

"They are all agreed that BAPTISM IS 
IMMERSION INTO THE NAME OF THE 
FATHER, THE SoN, AND HOLY GHOST. 

" ' Know ye not that so many of you as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized 
into His death ? Therefore we are buried 
with Him by baptism into death; that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life' (Rom. vi. 3, 4). 

On the use of baptism they a1·e equally 
unanimous, THAT IT IS AN ACT OF OBE
DIENCE TO THE SAVIOUR; a following 
in His steps; an emblem of His death and 
resurrection; A PUBLIC PROFESSION OF 
oUR FAITH; an outward and visible sign 
of inward and spiritual grace. In no sense 
or degree do they consider it or speak of it 
as a saving ordinance, it being Believers' 
Baptism. Those who are scripturally baptized, 
were believers before they were baptized
saved sinners. If any feei reproved in their, 
consciences for neglect of Christian duty 
and try to find shelter in the example of 
great names, we can only say, One is our 
IVI:ister, even Christ. 

Our belief as Bapti~ts is not the gauge of our 
charity. "We read in 2Chron. xxx. 'A great 
multitude of the people did eat the passover 
otherwise than it was written; but Hezekiah 
prayed for them, saying, The good Lord 
pardon every one that prepareth bis heart to 
seek God, the Lord God of his fathers, though 
he be not cleansed according to the purifica
tion of the sanctuary.' And the Lord 
hearkened to Hezekiah and healed the people. 
We pray for our An tibapti6t brethren in like 
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manner, and from the bottom of our hearts 
·ejaculate, ' Grace be with all them that love 
-our Lorri Jesus Christ in sincerity.' 

" In conclusion, let me say, that whatever 
-our creed or denomination, one thing is 
needful to our salvation, 'Except a man be 
horn again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.' 

''. The religion of Christ is a religion of life, 
enhghtening the understanding, captivating 
the affections, influencing its possessor to 
' live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
the present world.' It has loving fellow
ship with things unseen, realises divine faith
fulness in all seasons of trouble, and antici
pates an eternal abiding in the heavenly 
inheritance of the saints. Be such your 
happy estate, and mine also, for Christ's 
sake." 

Mr. Milburn and Mr. Dyce, Missionary, 
t,ook part in the services of the day. 

RECOGNITION OF MR. THOMAS 
BRADBURY, 

AT G.ROVE CHAPEL, CAMBERWELL. 
It will be a day prominent in the Church's 

history at the Grove on which the pastor 
that succeeds Mr. Jay was recognised. The 
-0flicial announcement of the services said : 
" Recognition services to inau~urate the 
1lntry into the pastoral office of the Rev. 
Thomas Bradbury will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 10, 1874." The services were held as 
-arranged : and we should presume the most 
-ardent admirers of the newly-elected pastor 
were highly gratified and fully satisfied. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Bradbury delivered 
a discourse to a large congregation, there 
being a number of ministers and some clergy
.men amongst the crowded company. Tea 
was supplied after the sermon; but the num
ber was so great that it taxed the best efforts 
of the officials to meet the demand, but 
the friends took the will for the deed. 

In the evening, a public meeting was 
held, the chair being occupied by Mr. Ingle
field, who very judiciously abstained from 
any lengthened introductory remarks. A 
spacious platform had been erected for the 
occasion, and was filled by ministers, both 
Baptist and Independent, by clergymen of 
the Church of England, and by laymen, who 
appeared to evince great interest in the pro
ceedings. On the left of the chairman, sat 
Messrs. Vinall, Rowe, Moyle, Lawrence, 
Pung, Whittle, Pepper, Ponsford, Wise, 
Davis, Franks, and Meeres; also three of 
the deacons of the Surrey Tabernacle, Messrs. 
Beach, Carr, and Rundell : this was the 
Nonconformist side ol the platform; the 
fine pulpit projecting in the centre of the 
platform partially divided the same. On the 
right hand of the chairman sat first the pas
tor-elect (whom we must now, we suppose, 
look upon as seceded from the Church of 
England); close bv him sat the Rev. W. 
L. Rolleston, the vicar of Scrr.ptoft; Rev. 
G. W. Straton, rector of Aylestone; Rev. 
James Battersby, vicar of St. Simo11's, Shef
field; Rev. Dr. Gregg, vicar of East Har
borne, Birmingham : this was the Con
formist ( or Church) side of the platform ; 

there certainly were one or two N oncon. 
preachers near the clergy-notably, and look
m~ very happy, was Mr. Anderson (of 
Deptford). Is it possible he has serious 
thoughts of seceding from his stricter 
brethren, and going over to the Church? 

The evening meeting opened with singing, 
Mr. Bradbury read the 133rd Psalm, and 
prayer was offered by Mr. Vinall. In a few 
appropriate remarks the chairman introduced 
the business of the meeting, spoke in the 
highest terms of the incoming pastor, and 
equally affectionate mention was made of Mr. 
Jay, who, for more than twenty years, had 
presided over the Church there; he trusted 
and believed the same truths would still be 
maintained there; and he hoped the influ
ences of the work there might be spread tar 
and wide. He would give them a key-note 
for the evening-" England still a Protestant 
Country:" or, in the words of Chilling
worth, "The Bible, and the Bible Alone, the 
Religion of Protestants." 

The deacons gave a statement of the cir
cumstances that had lead to the choice of 
Mr. Bradbury; they were persuaded it was 
the Lord's doing, and were looking forward 
to days of increasing usefulness as a Church. 
Two years since, when Mr. Jay's health was 
failing, it was suggested that a co-pastor 
should be appointed; but, after one or two 
failures, the idea was abandoned. A second
rate man would not do for the Grove. A 
committee was formed who obtained supplies 
for the pulpit, and, for some time, . paid for 
the same. Eventually it was suggested tc 
this committee that Mr. Bradbury was the 
man, above all others, to fill the pulpit of 
that valiant preacher, the late Joseph Irons. 
A correspondence was thereupon opened 
with Mr. Bradbury (part of which was read 
to the meeting), and the result was his ac
ceptance of the pastorate. 

Mr. Jay's resignation was then read to the 
meeting. It appears the Church have made 
provision for the late pastor, by guaranteeing 
him a certain amount per annum during his 
life. The meeting was also informed of the 
stipend the Church had arTanged for Mr. 
Bradbury; but as we do not hold with this 
public announcement of a minister's income, 
either at a public meeting, or in any other 
way, we purposely avoid giving "this little 
information" here. 

Mr. Bradbury detailed the principal in
cidents in leading hlm into the work of the 
ministry: and the indications that had led 
him to believe the Lord intended him to 
come there He felt almost unfit to speak 
to them, but he t.lare not tear, for be 
believed God had let.I him and helped him 
to that very hour. We gathered lrom the 
speaker's remarks that as "a very little lad" he 
strolled into an old Church at Manchester, 
where one Patrick J Ollepb O'Leary was the 
preacher : a man who had beeu suatched 
from the blasphemous aud idolah·ous system 
of popery, and brought to realise and 
preach the Gospel of Christ in all its fulness 
and power, a man who was powerfully 
lead into the mysteries of Gethsemane, a 
preacher not only eloquent, but truly 
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Anointed. Under Patrick Joseph O'Leary's 
preachinp; Mr. Bmdbury was often" mRde to 
shh·er.'' This Irish ckrp;yman appears to have 
taken a<leep interest in the speaker, and pro
phesied he would become a prea<'her; and 
";th his dyinp; breRth he ble.ssed both Mr. 
Bradbury and his wife. We also understood 
that Mr.'Bradburv hos from early life been 
connected "·ith Sahhat.h School "'ork, and 
"arious missionarv efforts. His first labours 
"'ere as a scripture reader, which presently 
led to his ministration. For seven vears and 
nine months he laboured bard at Haydock; 
and then for another seven years and nine 
months he prosecuted his work at Barrow Hill. 
At the end of the year 1871, as he had never 
been to Lonrlon,-and feeling a desire to see 
" the city of the world, "-he wrote his friend 
Parks, intimating his intention ofcoming up, 
to meet him at Paddinp;ton. After seeing 
two or three places, they wept into St. Paul;s 
Cathedral, and here the s~eaker ~ave. ex
pression to the feelings that filled l1is mind 
with sorrow and amazement, as be witnessed 
the Popish pap;ean try of the service : be saw 
that cursed bau hie, the cross, hanging on the 
back of the Bishop, and the "red rag" put 
him in mind of a Pap;an temple; and a witb
erinc· denunciation ofthe "wretched outside 
trappin/!'8" of the Ritualists followed. From 
St. Paul's they went to the Sunday School 
1:' nion, and had an interview with the late 
Mr. Bi:tt. After some conversation, Mr. 
Butt said, "Will you come and preach for 
us at the Surrev Tabernacle ? " The result 
was that the seeond Sunday in 1872, Mr. 
Bradbur,· was found in late James Wells' 
pulpit. ·rn a notice of this, Mr. Bradbury's 
first sermon in London, The Earthen 
Vessel of the follomne- month, said: " He 
is a bold, out-spoken man of God, possessing 
!'onsiderable natural ability, combined with 
:fluenc:,, animation, and appropriate express
ion, which carries the word home to the 
bearer as coming- from a man who has been 
made to know inwardly and powerfully the 
truth ot what he utters." The result was 
Mr. Bradbury came again in April, June, 
and November, of that yenr, and also on four 
different occasions in 1873, and at each 
visit the desire to bear him appeared to in
crease. The deacons at the Grove event
uallv invited him, and the result was bis 
acceptance of the pastorate. 

At the close of Mr. Bradbury's address 
Mr. Thorpe Smith, of Leicester, offered 
pra)•er for the pastor. Mr .. Vin3;ll then 
addressed the pastor, comparmg him to a 
shepherd whose duty it was to look well to 
the :flock. Then followed the Rev. G. W. 
Straton, who stated he felt fully satisfied in 
his o"'ll mind that no man was better suited 
to fill tbe pulpit of the late Joseph Irons, 
tha11 his friend, Mr. Bradbury. Dr. Gregg, 
of Birmingham, who next spoke, said he 
bad known Mr. Bradbury at Barrow hill, 
and be believed they would find in him both 
a lion and a lamb; a very son of thunder 
a., well as a man of love; a Peter for zeal, 
and a Paul for logic. The Rev. James 
Battersbv, from Sheffield, followed; his de
partment was to speak to the congregation 

on their duty to the pastor (not duty-faith, 
you know but suppose I cnll It duty
works). The speRker confessed he dis
approved, at first, of Mr. Bradbury coming 
there, as he wanted him for an important 
position elsewhere, but he was free to own 
he believed this was the right pince. Mr. 
Battersby's address was a master-piece of 
cheerful, yet truthful speaking ; it was a 
proof of the power of plain dealing with a 
body of people in reminding them of their 
relative duties to pastor, deacons, and one 
another, and the people received the admoni
tion with cheerful submission. Mr. Davis, 
of Clerkenwell in a few warm nnd scrip
tural words, addressed the Church; and Mr; 
Fletcher, of Chichester, expressetl the· 
pleasure be felt. when be first beard the 
news that Mr. Bradbury was coming to the 
Grove. The last speaker was the vicar of 
Scraptoft, Rev. W. L. Rolleston, who, with 
words of Christian kindness nnd loving 
sympathy, expressed bis earnest prayer for 
the prosperi~ of' the Church, and lasting 
usefulness of''dear brother Bradbury. 

Singing and prayer closed the proceed-
ings. R. 

A SILVER WEDDING: 
AND HISTORY OF ZION CHAPEL, 

HEATON ROAD, PECKHAM. 
An interesting service took place August 

24, 1874, at Zion chapel, Peckham rye, on 
which occasion Mr. Firminger, being desirous 
to celebrate bis silver wedding, called several 
ministers together, as also his brother deacons, 
and various friends, lovers oftbe truth. After 
a bountiful tea there was a public meeting. 
Mr. Heathlield in the chair. Mr. Jenner 
gave out l!ymns; Mr. Page read Ephesians; 
prayer to God for a blessing on the meeting 
was offered by Mr. Mulvey; hymn 550 was 
heartily sung; after which chairman inform
ed the meeting that it was a German custom, 
after 25 years of m an-ied happiness, to cele
brate what was called " a silver wedding:" 
whilst for fifty years a golden, and for sixty 
years a diamond one was commemorated. He 
thought we did well to take from the 
country which produced a Luther, and was 
so zealous in the Reformation, such n good 
custom as the present one. We find it 
recorded in the Word of God, that "whoso 
findeth a wife, findeth a good thing, and ob
taineth favour of the Lord." 

After this little introduction he called upon 
Mr. Ross (one of the deacons) to address the 
meeting, who related, to the glory of God, 
the cir~umstances which had led to the 
erecting of this place of worship, which was 
not done in any spirit of opposition, but that 
there might be one more hallowed spot, in 
which God's free grace should be prQClaimed. 
The blessing of God had crowned their efforts 
with success, and he would now call upon 
his own soul, and all who loved the truth as 
it is in Jesus, to join with him in praising 
God for His mercies to them as a people, and 
now especially in preserving in health and 
happiness the dear brother and his partner 
in life, to whom he had great pleasure in 
presenting a massive silver inkstand, which 
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aome kind friends had thouffht would be a Well, he thought it was to show it wa.s the 
testimonial ( in harmony :w,th the present place nearest the heart, it was not lrom the 
service) to the zeal and love of their brother toe, lest the man should trample on his wife; 
in the el'ection of this cause of truth. On more from the head, lest she should domineer 
receiving which Mr. Firminger was much over him; but from that part which showed 
affected with grateful surprise, not having that he should love and cherish her, and that 
had any idea that the remembrance of that there might be perfect sympathy between 
joyful day was to be thus perpetuated: them. And the next purpose of God in this 
"Dear brethren nod sisters (he said) may union was, that there should be fruitfulness, 
God reward you R hundred fold for all your so that there might be a father's and a 
love and kindness to us; and ye dear mother's care to bring up the children in the 
servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, who have nurture and admonition of the Lord. And, 
come here from time to time to proclaim the now behold, there was this beautiful house of 
everlasting Gospel of a free and full salvation, God just near our brother and sister's house, 
and to preach theunsearchablerichesofChrist, so that they have the privilege of bringing 
I pray the Lord to bless you and your labours their children under the sound of the ever
abundantly. Moy this glorious Gqspel of the lasting Gospel! The 463rd hymn was next 
grace of God ever sound within these walls. given out by Mr. Page, after which Mr. 
I would rather see the place in flames than Davis made a few remarks, showing how it 
that any other Gospel should he preached became husbands to be thankful to God for a 
than that which makes Christ the 'All in all good wife, seeing how useful she was to 
of a sinner's salvation. cheer and encourage him in all the labour 

"And now I am about to put this sacred which God has given him to do, and also how 
place in trust, selecting for my co-trustees the wife was in the order of God's providencr, 
those who, I believe will, by the grace of dependent upon her husband for support and 

· God, not swerve one hairsbreadth from the protection. He highly approved of these 
truth, so that within these walls the truth social gatherings, for he feared there was 
may he ever preserved in its purity through danger in the present times of Christians 
the unceasiug care of faithful men, which becoming rather selfish; but the Word of 
may God of His mercy grant. God exhorted us to rejoice with them that cto 

"This building has cost, with all its fittings rejoice, as well as to weep with them that 
complete, one thousand three hundred and weep, whilst therefore g-ratitude to God was 
eighty-eight pounds, fifteen shillings and first to be shown at the family altar, yet it 
ninepence (£1388 15s. 9d.), of which the ought not to stop there, for the house of God 
sum of three hundred and ninety pounds, was the place specially to acknowledge 
five shillings (£390 5s.) have been re- before 'the people of God all His goodness and 

· ceived in collections, &c., and the remainder mercy to us as families and individuals. Did 
, still owing. The Church· consists of forty not the Lord Himself honour a wedding, not 
mem~rs, twenty-eight of whom first joined, only by His presence, but also by turning 
and twelve since. One hundred and fiftv water into wine? May it please the Lord 
sittings are let. A friend has given 600 therefore, if such be His will, to spare the 
copies of that invaluable hymn book of lives of our brother and sister for twenty

. Joseph Irons' (of which we had only the five years more, make them still happy 
expense of the binding). ·Two members have together, and then may they receive a 
left the earthly tabernacle for the everlasting golden present; may they live in peace, and 
mansion, one of whom is tc be buried this have a happy home. I love that word, because 

· week." it reminds us, if we are the Lord's, of that 
Mr. Vinall next spoke a few words (keeping eternally happy and blessed place above, 

in mind a previous declaration of his, that no which he has prepared for all the objects of His 
speaker ought to exceed fifteen minutes). love; where, may God grant of His mercy, 
Having heard that some one had objected to that we may spend an eternity of bliss; and, 
this meeting,callingitcarnal,heaflirmedthat since He has given this people a house of 

-if it were so, he would have nothing to do prayer, may He also give them hearts to pray. 
with it; but it had pleased God to make use Mr. Silvester next spoke, declaring be felt 
of the earthly union between husband and it a special privilege to be present, as it was 
wife, in order to fol'eshaduw that glorious Mr. Firminger's father who was the in
union between Christ and His Church, he strument of his being called to the work ot 
believed.that every opportunity which helped _ the ministry. He loved to see that unity and 
to lead the minds of the ~hildren of God to I order in a family, which was the result of the 
heaveul_v and etel'nal truths, would ( through : beneficial influence exercisetl by both father 
the presence nod power of the Holy Spirit) 1 and mother, each ill their own sphere; it 
be a sµiritual, and not a carnal service. See' , was well, he thought, for them to hold the 
bow blessedly the union between Christ and I reins together, so_ that because the wife will 
His bride is celebrated in the Song of Songs, I obey, the husband smiles! He was also of 
where she declares that the desire of her soul opiuion that the house of God was the place 
is unto Him and the remembrance of His for g-ratitude to be manifested, even as David 
name. As God had given to Adam his wife said, "I will enter into Thy courts with 
to be a helpmeet for him, or a helpmate (as praise," &c. It was indeed a mournful heart 
it might be renderf•d), it had struck the that never rejoiced. Look even at Jeremiah, 
speaker's mind to enquire why it was tl_rnt who .had _so m~CI) cause to weep,_ yet even _he 
the rib was chosen as the part from which was msp1red of•hIS God to proclaim the voice 
this "true yoke-fellow" was to be formed. of joy (xxxiii. II). He thoug·ht it well 
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that we should be led from le!!Ser things to I has gone to the promised lnnd ! Praise God 
<'Ontemplate higher ones, anticipating that for His goodness to him, and to us in givin!l,' 
glorious time, when all the ransomed ones ; ns this beautiful house of prayer. 
should cast their crowns at His feet, who had , At the close of the meeting Mrs. Henthfield, 
loved His Church, His bride, so much as to the wile of William Heath field, Esq., put 
1-1i,·e HimseH for hPr. into the hands of our friend Mr. Firminger a. 

llfr. Whittle read a few lines of poetry small parcel, containing a golden inkstand 
full of good wishes for the temporal and thus adding another testimonial to the ze;;f 
spiritual prosperity of those who were now and love of their brother in the erection of 
thus publicly thanking God for His pre- this beautiful house of prayer. 
sen•ing mcrcv to them. "Thou shalt re- Meeting ended about nine o'clock with 
member all the way which the Lord bath led prayer and the Doxology, and thanks to the 
thee," was specially enjoined by a gracious chairman; many testifying that they had, 
covenant-keeping God, in order that His found it good to be there. 
people mi1-1·ht bear in remembrance that 
every good and perfect g;ift cometh from the 
Father oflights. He beheld before him an 
answer to prayer; for he had known Mr. 
Firminger's father as a truly godly man, in 
answer to whose prayers he hoped that all 
his children, and children's children, might 
be made partakers together of the heavenly 
gift. What an encouragement for parents 
to come to a throne of grace, to pray for the 
soul's salvation of their offspring. To the 
father it was not given to build a house for 
God, but this privilege was reserved for his 
eldest son, and now there was this beautitul 
place. 

" 0 to grace bow great a debtor, 
Daily we're constrained to be." 

Aftersingingthe603rd hymn, Mr. Balch, 
re~inding his audience i11at every earthly 
uruon, however happy and peaceful, must 
have an end, trusted that there was a 
spiritual union formed between those who 
were now recording God's goodness to them 
which would have no end. Oh how glorious 
to anticipate the hour, when all the blood
bought family of God shall be gathered to the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb; 

All their sorrows left below, 
And earth exchanged for heaven. 

when the whole election of graee, of redeemed, 
called, and quickened souls shall hear the 
voice of the Bridegroom, "Come in, ye 
blessed ofmy Father, come ro the wedding 
feast provided for you, come and sit down at 
My table, all things are now ready. Dear 
friends assembled here, has His grace 
sought you out? Wait then with patience 
for that happy moment! what, thOUJrh you 
be burdened now ; in sorrow and affliction 
now; in trouble and perplexity now; there 
is a glory prepared for you in eternity, which 
no tongue can describe ! 

We sing of the realms of the blast ; 
But what must It be to be there? 

May not all who have this hope within 
them exclaim, " Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly." 

Mr. Jack.son referred to the "little 
barn opposite " where they had pre
viously ruisembled, and their souls had been 
led under the ministry of that dear aged 
servant of Christ, Mr. Ludd; and where 
brother Cannon had also met together with 
them, whose end was so peaceful ; for he 
gently breathed his last just as he had been 
reading a few words to the aged pilgrims, 
whose cause he so long helped, and now he 

THE LATE JAMES FARMER. 
Mr. James Farmer fell asleep in Jesus,Aug. 

22, 1874. He was an honourable member· 
of the Church at the Surrey Tabernacle, 
and greatly blessed under the ministry of the 
late James Wells. In his last days Satan 
terribly assailed him, and hurled his fiery darts 
fiercely at him, filling his mind with mourn
ing, lamentation, and woe, but having on the· 
'' whole armour of God/' he was enabled to, 
repel those darts, and through grace to defeat 
the foe. The" Sun of righteousness" shone 
into his soul; his sorrow was turned into, 
joy; and when I saw him last, on the Friday 
evening as he died on the following Saturday 
morning, heaven and happiness were pour
trayed on his countenance. He spake· 
blessedly of Jesus as his All in all; said 
he was firm on the Rock; heaven was his
destination; and he longed to "depart and 
be with Christ." His grace-saved soul 
quietly left the mortal body, and was
translated into the full vision of God and the 
Lamb, and the sweet possession of the in
corruptible inheritance for ever. 

Yes ! now he gazes on the face 
Of Him who sav'd him by His grace, 

And taught his soul to pray. 
Released from sin, and toil, and pain, 
His soul redeem' d Is gone to reign 

In everlasting day. . 
His mortal remains were interred in, 

Nunhead Cemetery, near. the tomb of his. 
beloved pastor. 

The Lord be gracious to his bereaved wife, 
an heir wifh him of the grace of life ; and· 
bless his fatherless children with that grace
which will fit them for life, for death, and, 
eternal glory. T. STRINGER. 

NEW CROSS. MR. EDITOR,-Some
evenings ago I was induced to go into Dept
ford Lecture Hall, to hear a lecture on, 
"Pilgrim's Progress," by Mr. Joseph 
Palmer, and was much gratified with Mr. 
Palmer's comment on the marvellou~ 
dream, and with the beautilul scenery 
which bring the eye into partnership with 
the ear on a study which never tire■. 
A goodly number of children at the back of 
the gallery joined heartily in singing two, 
hymns depicted on the screen. I have 
thought some of our Sunday schools might 
be glad of such a treat as Mr. Palmer 
could give them at smnll cost.-Youra, 

T. JONES·. 
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A BAPTIST MINISTER OPPOSING ' the Lord's servants not only to put on their 
BRADLAUGH AT SOUTHAMPTON. ' beautiful garment•. hut to buckle on their 
To THE EDITOR. DEAR S1R,-In armour against the enemies of the LorrJ. 

consequence of a very painful bereavement, I There are five Baptist ministers and many 
1 was removed to Soulhampton from a other Dissenters in Southampton, yet only 
suburb of Loll.don; and loving the truth as Mr. Parnell had the courage, David-like, to 
revealed in the Worrl of God, I attended the go out against the infidel giant; and as 
services of the sanctuary at Salem chapel, David of old was blessed in his deed, so may 
Ascupnrt street, in which place I believe you the pastor of Salem receive from his Master 
take a great interest; and if I am correctly His divine approbation to encourage him 
informed, you introduced the present minis- onward in the good work for which he is 
ter, Mr. Parnell, to the people. I think, qualified, and in which his soul delighteth; 
sir, you were rightly directed in sending that and may his years of usefulness be many 
man of God among them. There appears a among his present people, and that they to
great work to be done in this populous getber may become a blessing to the neigh
neighbourhood, and I have a strong, secret bourhood in which they meet to praise and 
impression that the Lord will make him an pray.-Yours respectfully, JAs. HAWKINS. 
honoured instrument of much good in this Southampton, Sept. 15, 1874. 
great professing town. 

I have repeatedly heard him with much 
satisfaction, and I may say comfort to my 
ofttimes downcast spirit. His whole soul is 
in his work ; he speaks from a full and warm 
heart the blessed truths of the glorious 
Gospel. Already there appears much to 
encourage him; the congregation bas in
creased, and I am informed some are seeking 
admission into Church communion. If 
there be any drawback to his ministrations, 
it is that his voice being so strong, some 
persons, by reason of debilitated constitutions, 
cannot comfortably sit to hear; although 
they love to listen to his soul-stirring, heart
animating, truthful admonitions and prac
tical preaching ; they truly feel the spirit 
willing, but find the flesh to be indeed weak. 
N evertbeless, sir, he is bold in his Master's 
cause, is not backward to proclaim his 
Master's name in the highways, or to con
front the opponents of his Lord-an instance 
of which, with your _permission, I will give 
you. 

It was publicly announced that on the 7th 
instant the great Goliath of Infidelity, Mr. 
Bradlaugh, would visit Southampton, and 
deliver a lecture upon the " H1Story and 
Teachings of Jesus, their Truth and Morality 
Tested." He came, sir, and before an 
audience of several hundred persons he stood, 
and with masterly eloquence (worthy of a 
better cause) he poured forth bis denuncia
tions against the Genealogy, Birth, Miracles, 
Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of the 
blessed Jesus, and with such a stream of 
ironical pathos respecting- Getbsemane's 
scene, as to produce a fearful trembling in 
the minds of many present. He was not 
allowed to finish the whole of his lecture ; 
several uersons ascended the platform to 
reply to ·some of the blasphemies advanced, 
and among them was the respected pastor of 
Salem, Mr. Parnell, who, with Bible in hand, 
manfully and boldly spoke some blessed facts 
in vindication of the assailed Jesus; and 
pointedly to the infidel he spoke as to who 
and what that g-Jorious Person was he had 
been trying for some yeru-s to poison the 
minds of his fellow-creatures against. The 
opposition to the lecturer on that occasion I 
am confident will prove a blessing to many 
of those present. 

We live, sir, in perilous times. It becomes 

HA YES TABERN ACLE.-Our harvest 
thanksgivlng services were bolden Tuesday, 
September 15, 1874. W. Crowther, Esq., 
Me8'«rs. J. S. Anderson, S. Ponsford, C. W. 
Banks, R. G. Edwards, and many of their 
friends came down from London, and our 
tabernacle was filled, afternoon and evening, 
with a most intelligent and anxious company, 
who listened with continued gladness and 
edification to one of Mr. Crowther's Scrip
ture-dissecting and truth-defending dis
courses, founded upon Jeremiah iv. 3-
" Break up your fallow ground, and sow not 
among thorns." Every word in the text 
was opened naturally, scripturally, and ex
perimentally-with care, clearness and ap
parent comfortable liberty. Our two large 
halls were crowded, both to dinner and tea, 
served up with that benevolence and bounti
fulness for which Hayes Tabernacle is now 
proverbial. Mr. Crowther presided over the 
evening assembly with a quiet and pleasing 
manner: he read appropriate hymns, printed 
for the occasion; be sent R. G. Edwards to 
the throne of grace to ask for a blessing. 
We felt it was a brief but blessed acknow
ledgment of our Heavenly Father's goodness, 
and a supplication of His mercy toward us. 
Mr. J. S. Anderson concisely and feelingly 
showed the connection between Labour and 
Reward. C. W. Banks gave one thought
" Harvest a continue,l confirmation of the 
truth of God's ancient promise: Harvest 
the grand result of an amazing amount of 
labour;" afplying the thought as true in the 
Lord, in al His ministers, and in every one 
of those disciples who "labour to be accepted 
of Him." Mr. Bardens, the pastor of the 
Church, was sweet in spirit, solemn in 
matter. The venerable Samuel Ponsford 
brought up the last address with such an 
amount of purely eloquent zeal-expressive 
of God's faithfulness to His covenant-as 
made our hearts burn within us. Praise the 
Lord, the strict Baptists are still alive and 
joyful in their God. 

SUSSEX-Mr. Ashdown, of Lewes, it i6 
said, will be pastor of the new Church on 
Burgess Hill. We hope to open our chapel 
in the month of October. Our correspondeul 
does not say who occupies the old place. 
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THE LATE SAMUEL HARRIS. 
Died on the 5th September, SRmuel Harris! 

ol Green.,.-ood, BRrnet, and of 56, Mansel 
etreet, aged 69 years. He was interred at 
Woking· Cemetery on the 12th instant, in 
the presence of a number of friends and 
many of his employes. 

He spent nearly his whole life in London, 
and was, for many years, at the head of a 
large business (which he entirely made by 
his diligence and genius, through the blessing 
of God), and which he conducted on prin
dples of probity and integTity that won the 
esteem and confidence of a large connexion 
at home and abroad. As a father of a family 
~nd_ :t8 a Christian, he was exemp]ary and 
JUd1c10us, and he was truly "diligent in 
business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." 
He was a gTeat Bible reader and searcher; 
ever seeking therein his rule of faith and 
conduct; and looking with suspicion vpon 
whatever did not appear to him to rest on 
that authority. 

There was a simplicity in his religion 
which attested its deep sincerity. What he 
believed, he lived upon from day to day. He 
was a truly humble man, and oft.en wept 
tears of joy as he bore testimony to the good
ness of God to a "poor sinner like him," in 
providence and grace. He loved the truth 
in its unadorned simplicity, and was at all 
times ready to make any sacrifice to further 
its promulgation. Mere display of any kind 
he utterly eschewed. In many ways he 
llmght "to do good by st.ealth, and blushed 
to find it fame." To be of service to the 
cause of God and truth, to feed the hungry, 
to house the homeless, to minister to the 
necessities of saints, to use hospitality to the 
brethren, were his recreations. 

Though posseS'leol of wealth his heart was 
not ftxed upon it; and it was an interesting 
sight to witness his self-denial, his counting 
all as loss for Christ, and his low estimate of 
all tlte " seen " corn pared with the " u n
seen." His calmness and resignation to the 
will of God, under circumstances of heavy 
trial and loss, shewed in him the subduing 
p<>wer of grace, bringing the natural feelings 
mto abeyance. He died at his breakfast
table, while listening to the reading of the 
Scriptures, at a moment's notice ( of his 
li~bility to which he had long been aware), 
without a struggle or a pang. 

Thus has passed away an upright man, an 
exemplary Christian, a true friend to Zion, a 
lover of God and of good men ; the like of 
whom we do not olten see in these degenerate 
days. The Lord raise up others to " go and 
do likewise." 

SHREWSBURY-A few earnest, decided, 
God-t,aring Baptists, who dare not amalga
mate· with half-and-half preachers and 
people, meet to1?ether for prayer and " break
inl! of bread." Mr. Thomas Jones, of 
Artillery street, has visited them, preached 
the fu>spel to them, and if any truthful 
servants of Christ travels near, and would 
give them timely notice, they would Le 
gladly welcomed. Address, C. Williams, 33, 
Wyle Cop, Sbrewsbttry, Salop. 

"THE OLD SCHOOL OF THE Pij,O
PHETS." 

JUBILEE SERVCES AT EBENEZER, 
WALTHAM ABBEY. 

August 27, the Church of Christ here 
held its fiftieth annivers11ry, to commemo
rate the sovereign grace aud mercy of the 
Lord in upholtling it in the unity and love 
of the Spirit and in the bond of peace. The 
services were well attended. Mr. R. G. 
Edwards preached in afternoon from the 
words "The Year of .Jubilee." He gave a 
suitable statement of those grand old funda
mental truths which constitute the freedom 
and eternal happiness of the believer. The 
most noticeable of the whole was the doctrine 
of the atonement under the old covenant, 
so under the new there is no remission 
without the shedding of the blood of Christ. 

"Ancient Israel saw Thy brightness 
Beaming through the shades of night ; 

But we now behold Thy likeness 
In a fuller, clea,·er light. 

Concentrated, Lord, in Thee, 
All the mystic types agree." 

Mr. Edwards, in the course of his ser. 
mon, contended warmly for infant baptism 
(don't be alarmed), on the authority of the 
Scripture, i.e., that spiritual infants should 
be baptized as soon as born [again], as in 
the case, of the three thousand born again 
under the sermon by Peter, the Apostle 
Paul, and the jailor, who was baptized the 
same night he was born. For the comfort 
and encouragement of our brother Edwards, 
I beg to say that the last anniversary sermon 
he preached here, a poor, wretched young 
man, who had never been in a place of 
worship before, was constrained to come in 
on that occasion. The Lord, through the 
sermon, "spoke to that young man," and he 
has ever since attended the house of God. 

In the evening Mr. J. S. Anderson gave 
us a soul-cheering account of the "things 
that accompany salvation." The leading 
points of his subject were Penitence, Faith1 
Prayer, Conflict and Victory. The Lora 
was.in the midst. 

The Church, now at Ebenezer, was formed 
April 18, 1824, and established upon Strict 
Communion Baptist principles, in agree
ment with the Holy Word of God, in which 
sacred order it still stands as a witness for 
truth to this day. La.us Deo. 

This Church is a collateral branch of the 
old Baptist Church meeting in Paradise 
row, where the immortal Gill often told out 
the great mysteries of the kingdom of grace . 
and glory,-

Vast and firm, and full and free, 
Changeless as eternity. 

The Church was called by the worthies of 
the past century "The school of the pro
phets," because of the number of good men 
who were sent out from it to preach the 
glad tidings of salvation. Dr. Gill preached 
that ever memorable 6€rmon of bis, entitled 
"'rhe Doctrine of the Cherubims," at Wal
tham Abbey, on the morning of August 15, 
1764, at the ordination of Mr. John Davis 
This masterly discourse was printed, and will 
be found among the Doctor's collections of 
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published works. I wos struck when I read 
It at the contrast of thnt nge and this; the 
degenerated state of things visible in the 
same Church nt the present day, proves that 
the preachers have materially shunned to 
declare the whole counsel of God. I well 
remember hearing old Mr. Took, of Homerton 
row, who came out of "Paradise" for the 
truth's sake, pray this singular prayer, 
"Thou knowest, 0 Lord, that Thy servant 
saw the funeral of truth in this place." 
Out of this Church came Dr. Newman, also 
Mr. James Upton, who was the pastor of 
Blackfriars church for forty years ( though a 
very poor, tame preacher). The pulpit at 
Waltham Abbey was often filled by 'quaint 
old John Collett, Ryland, John Stevens, 
Mr. Combs, Joseph Ivimey, the author ot 
the "History of the Baptist," &c., George 
Pritchard, who wrote the Life of Dr. Newman, 
Mr. Williams, of Grafton street, and others 
of equal repute and ability. Much might 
be said respecting the ups and downs of 
this little scion of the old Church (now 
meeting in Ebenezer, Fountain place) 
during the past fifty years. 

Truly the Word of the Lord has been 
boldly sounded forth by an untold number 
of trumpeters, and not without some good 
effects, the whole of which the last great day 
alone will unfold. • 

When our rapt souls, at home with Thee, 
Shall keep the feast of Jubilee. 

Church yard. w. WINTERS. 

BROTHER JOSEPH CARTWRIGHT 
IS AS ONE RAISED FROM DEATH. 
-He says: "Dear Mr. Banks,-I have 
pleasure to inform you I am nearly restored 
to health again; am engaged every Sabbath 
this September ; hope to have health and 
grace to attend to this. I wish to thank 
you. How to express myself for kindness of 
Christian friends I am at a loss. To the 
different Churches, Christian ministers, and 
the public at large, I say, "The barrel of 
meal is not empty, the cruse of oil still runs." 
Will you tell all friends I am restored to 
health, and feel I am deeper in debt to the 
Lord than ever. I am at liberty to preach 
the Gospel to any people ;vho love the truth 
in its simplicity. Since you published my 
case in Earthen Vessel, I have received 
several pounds ; and one of the precious 
sons of Zion hns kindly paid my doctor's 
bill. " Bless the Lor.cl, 0 my soul." 

Yours in Gospel bonds, J. CARTWRIGHT. 
23, Flemming street, Kingsland road. 

WISBEACH, CAMBS - The Strict 
Baptist Church meeting for worship at the 
Baptist chapel, Victoria road, Wisheuch, has 
for a long time been in a very low state, but 
of late, having been favoured to secure, in a 
large mensure, the ministrations of Mr. 
Preston Davies, of London, it hns, under the 
blessing of God, greatly revived, much to the 
joy· A the friends. Mr. Davies' ministry 
being particularly acceptable to both Church 
and congregation. A MEMBER. 

SOUTH HACKNEY - The following 
note from James Mote, Esq., solicitor, will 
shew Speldhurst road chapel is now in our 
possession. The painful and expensiv., trials 
attending the process we may give soon. 
Meanwhile we may add that we immediately 
require all the help our friends have promised 
us. Our Treasurer, Frederick J aquiery, 
Esq., will be glad to receive donations as 
soon as possible. The following is Mr. 
Mote's note:-

August 27, 1874. 
DEAR MR. BANKS, - '!'lie purchase of 

Speldhurs: road chapel has been completed 
to-day. The purchase money paid and the 
property is now yours. May you have 
many years to enjoy it and be made useful to 
thousands of your fellow-creatures who I 
hope will come and hear the Gospel from 
your lips. Faithfully yours, 

JAS. MOTE. 

W ARE.-Atour anniversary this summer 
the Lord was with us. Mr. Flack preached 
in the afternoon from Jude-" I will, there
fore, put you in remembrance." He de~ 
scribed the persons : those sanctified, set 
apart, known of Christ before time, preserved 
in Christ Jesus, and called: not permitted 
to fall beyond restoration ; distinguishing 
between the general and effectual call : 
showing that the possessor of vital godliness 
is put in remembrance of his debtorship to 
God for putting his name in the Lamb's 
Book of life, not by merit or creature good
ness, but because He had a favour towards 
him, &c. Mr. Hazelton spoke in the evening 
from Isaiah-" Therefore, will the Lord 
wait, that he may be gracious unto you." 
He shewed that the doctrines of grace were 
important to God, to His people, and to the 
devil himself; drawing a contrast between 
them and the free-will, duty-faith trash, 
which we hear so much around us on all 
sides. He waiteth to be gracious in relation 
to the salvation of His people-all whom the 
Holy Spirit quickeneth; He waiteth to be 
g-racious in the mercy-seat to the coming 
sinner, who confesseth his sins, petitioning 
for mercy; He waiteth to be gracious to 
deliver from trouble in all times and seasons 
of the Christian's experience, as in the CRS€ 

of Abraham and Isaac, Jacob's deliverance, 
and others. 

[We long to hear of the prosperity of the 
strict Baptist Church at Ware.-En.] 

BUCKHURST HILL.-Free from city 
smoke and work, one Saturday I wandered 
Woodford way, and on the Sunday found 
myselfin Henry Cousen's chapel, where a 
few meet for worship ; and listened to the 
experienced and truthful testimony of Master 
Cousens, whose ministry at one time, in 
Bethnal green, gathered together some of 
the little myrtle trees, which then did grow 
in that unhealthy soil. " How is it, " 
I nsk, " so few attend where the Gospel of 
the grace of God is proclaimed?" No 
answer could be given. In every way Mr. 
Cousens is a consistent wan, and in his sphere 
is honoured. 
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MR. ROWDEN AT FAVERSHAM.
DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-I ask thatpt•ai~e 
mav be given to the name of our blessed 
Sa,~our for His great mercy to us helpless 
einners in this dark corner of the earth, 
We held our anniversary at the Ark in 
August. We had a blessed day. The Lord 
was with us. Brother Bowden preached. 
By the Spirit's power, he spoke of that Jesus 
who came into the world to save sinnel'S. 
The Lord has a few names even in this 
place who abide in the faith. T. WISE. 

We give the following note addressed to 
Mr. Wise:-

SITTINGBOURNE, KENT.-MY DEAR 
BROTHER WISE,-My soul was gladdened 
in beholding the gatherings of the people to 
your first annivel'Sary at the Ark. They 
seemed to flow together to the goodness of the 
Lord, and joy appeared in the faces of the royal 
familv. Our brother Rowden was enabled 
by the bles.sed Spirit to glorify God in the 
proclamation of the Gospel. He was mani
fested as a workman that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of 
truth. He spoke well of the Rock Jehovah, 
the immutable and immoveable foundation 
upon which the Church is founded, and the 
perfect work of each Person in the ever
blessed and adorable Trinity, whereby Zion 
shall in all her members ultimately shine 
forth in the perfection of righteousness and 
true holiness for ever and ever. His testi
mony was not yea and nay, but yea and 
amen, giving God the whole g-Jory of His 
people's salvation. Comfortably did he speak 
to the babes in Christ, as well as the more 
adnnced in the divine life, shewing their 
feelings in regard to their sinfulness and 
helpl=ness,and bow, as taught of God, they 
learnt their own nothingness, and felt their 
need of Christ in all things, in relation to the 
salvation of their immortal souls. "No man, 
savs Christ, can come unto Me, except the 
Fatherwhichhathsent Medrawhim." This 
the regenerate convinced sinner feels in the 
beginnings of God's ways with him, and 
goes on to learn it more, and still to in
crease in the knowledge of this truth, as 
he grows in grace, and thereby in the 
knowledge of Christ. 

[ In this encouraging spirit does_ bro~her 
Drake of Sittingbourne, close up h!S ep1Stle 
to his' brother J. Wise, the minister of 
Noah's Ark chapel in Faversham. This 
good brother Drake we have known for 
many years, but we thought he must have 
fallen asleep. How is the new cause at 
.Si ttingbourne progressing ?-ED. 

HACKNEY ROAD.-An appeal signed 
bv deacons and other friends of Artillery 
street chapel, is made on behalf of the 
"idow Elizabeth Salter, daughter of our late 
esteemed old friend, the widow, Mrs. Bailey, 
We-h·ave received and forwarded-from Mr. 
Juo. Crowhurst,5s.; Mr. and Mrs. J.,48. 6d.; 
Mrs. Jager, 2s. 6d.; C. W. B.,.2s. Mrs. 
Salter's address is No. I, Elizabeth street, 
Hackney road. 

NOTTING HILL.-A most interesting 
and soul-edifying lecture, entitled "A 
Journey from Oxford to Rome, and from 
Rome to Heaven," was delivered by our 
brother Charles Waters Banks, in Silver 
street cha~el, Notting hill gate, on Monday 
evenin!l", September 21, before a good con
gregation of his friends; the minister, R. G. 
Edwards, in the chair. Our brother was 
happy in his work, s.nd the audience highly 
gratified. "Sovereign grace o'er sin abound
ing" was the flowing stream which made glad 
the hearts of his hearers. It is indeed one 
of the best Gospel lectures we have ever 
listened to, and sincerely hope thousands of 
British Protestants may have the pl'ivilege 
of hearing it for themselves; that they may 
prize the truth more and more, stand up for 
the Gospel blessings they now enjoy, with
st:i.nd the encroachments of Papery, and 
never suffer England again to be the seat of 
the Beast. The lecturer gave also some 
pleasing reminiscences of his own experience. 
The singular providence of God in the 
Metropolitan Railway furnished another 
instance that 

"He moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform," 

At the close of the meeting a hearty vote of 
thanks was presented to our brother, to which 
he responded very kisdly, wishing minister 
and people abiding prosperity and peace. A 
collection was , made at the doors towards 
the funds for purchasing our chapel. 

ONE OF THE SILVER STREET. 

BRIGHTON.-" A Baptist" has been 
listening to the-ministers in Brighton. Mr. 
Glaskin bad gone to Calais; heard Mr. S. J. 
Banks from Ireland. Mr. Joseph Wilkins, 
in Queen square; holds up in peace, and an 
evangelising spirit; but Israel Atkinson ap
pears to be heard well by some hundreds of 
Gospel friends, and he has a large Sunday, 
school. Altogether, Richmond street chapel 
appears healthy, peaceful, and prosperous. 
It is more than fifty yeal'S since dear Joseph 
Sedgewick first began this cause for his Mas
ter, the Lord Jesus. He has been dead more 
than twenty-one years. Mr. Israel Atkin
son has filled the pulpit almost the whole 
time. As a laborious student and useful 
pastor, he appears steadily pursuing a solid 
and good work. The widow of the late W. 
Savory still lives-happy in the Lord. 

BRADFORD-ON-AVON-BEARFIELD 
BAPTIST CHAPEL.-The anniversarv of 
the Sunday school was held August 16. 
Three sermons were preached by Mr, S. 
Littleton, of Frome. Subjects : " The 
angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless 
the lads; "Take this child and nurse it for 
me, and I will pay thee thy wages; " and 
" Except ye become as a little child 'fe shall 
not enter the kingdom of heaven.' Con
gregations exceedingly good. The adapta
tion of the preacher made the services most 
enjoyable to the young people. Our collec
tions far exceeded any previous year. 
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BOW-MOUNT ZION CHAPEL.-Atour 
special services in July we recorded the good
ness of the Lord in sparing us to our sixth 
anniversnry of the opening. Mr. Stringer 
preached ; many enjoyed a good tea; and in 
the evenmg our brother Fowler presided ; 
Mr. Battson prayed; chairman gave an out
line of the rtse and progress ol the cause. 
We bless God that the past excites our 
gratitude, and the present encourages our 
hope. We have additions to our Church. 
Mr. Stringer gave a beautiful address on 
the ceremonial law, all pointing to the One 
-enduring Substance. Mr. Herring was 
blessedly led out on the connexions between 

,covenant-provision, grace-operation, and 
,personal-participation. Mr. ~teed /ave a 
lively speech on " .A. living faith an a dead 
faith." Mr. Battson was clear on the faith
fulness of God, and testified from his own 
•exoerience that He is "J ebovah-Jireh" still. 
Mr. Mayhew testified to the glory to come 
.and proved Christ to be the glory now and 
will be for evermore. We all gladly crowned 
,our Jesus, " Lord of all." 

NEW PASTOR .A.T WOOBURN 
•GREEN .-DBAR BROTHER IN OUR EVER 
:BLESSED LoRn,-Time succeeds time; soon 
-eternity will succeed time: we shall be called 
to give an account of our stewardship', for we 
shall always remain stewards even of the mys
teries of God's most blessed Word. It seems 
but yesterday, my brother, that I wore a sur
plice in a Church choir, and have often rushed 
from there into scenes of sin and riot ; 
until five years ago the Lord was pleased 
to stop me in my mad career, and bring 
me to a measure of hope in His dear name. 
The four last years He has farther called and 
sent me forth to tell of salvation by free grace. 
The Lord spake with power in my soul 
those separating words, "Come ye out from 
among them," &c. I have been constrained 
to leave all duty-faith and duty-faith people, 
and to rely on no merits but the merits of 
our ever-blessed Lord. The last two years 
I have been goin!l" occasionally to W ooburn 
Green, Bucks ; tor nine months, once a 
month; then twice a month; then a month 
altogether; then a three months' in vile; 
then six; and now a unanimous invite to 
the pastorate, which I have accepted. 

F. G. BURGESS. 

HOXTON-SALEM CHAPEL, WILTON 
-SQUARE.-The 18th anniversary of com
mencement of cause was September 13 and 
15. Sermons were preached by Brethren 
Woodard and Anderson. There was a ful
filment of the grand declaration, " My 
doctrine shall drop as the rain," &c. Mr. 
Thos. Stringer preached on Tuesday after
noon. He was full of spiritual matter, free 
in the delivery, and as faithful as ever to 
God, His truth, his conscience, and his 
hearers. Tep. follower!. In due order came 
the public meeting. The venerated pastor, 
Wm. Flack, presided. .A. variety of subjects 
were discoursed upon by Brethren Lang
ford, Evans, Woodard, Dearsly, Bennett, 
and Reynolds. 

BERKHAMSTED-Second anniversary 
of Baptist Church, meeting in Workman's 
Hall, under the ministry of our pastor, 
brother Shipton, was September I, 1874. 
Brother Shipton has been near to death's 
door. He was sufficiently recovered to meet 
with us, to read hymns and speak a few 
words on above occasion. He has been a 
great sufferer, and his beloved wife has been 
confined to her bed for years. Indeed, we 
know, " Many are the affiictions of the 
righteous, but the Lord will deliver him out 
of them all." Our brother Collins and 
friend, from Mr. Bur·rell's Church, at Wat
ford, came to see us. Brother W wd and 
friend. from Bedmond. Some from other 
Churches. We had two large-companies. 
Our old friend, C. W. Banks, gave us two 
sermons, with as much decision for the truth 
as ever. Our friends all appeared happy and 
refreshed. We made special collection to aid 
our pastor, but we desire to do more for him, 
if possible. He is a patient, hard-working, 
and ofttimes a soITowing man. He is a 
faithful witness for the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus in this town of Berkhamsted. Our 
good friend, Mr. Collins, of 9, Sutton road, 
Watford, is well acquainted with this cause. 
I am only a poor coachman, but I dearly 
love our pastor BuITell, and brother Shipton, 
and all who love the Saviour. Rich friends, 
let us all send to Mr. Collins, of Watford, on 
behalf of dear Shipton. JORN. 

TWENTY YEARS IN AUSTRALIA. 
DEAR BROTHER MITCHELL - Love, 

mercy, aad peace be unto you and yours, 
through Jesus our Lord. 

I have received yours; am glad to hear of 
your state. The Lord bless you much, and 
guide you by His counsel in all your 
goings out and comings in; that you may 
be found to His glory in all things, and 
especially in being found at His right hand. 

In your visit to brother Banks, give my 
love to him, and tell him how much I have 
laboured in these colonies to serve the people 
of God, for Jesus' sake. It has been a hard 
struggle for twenty years, but the Lord has 
been most merciful to me, and held me up 
in every storm, and most sweetly loved me, 
washed me, fed me, and blest me. Teli him 
I came out here a lad when I knew not any
thing. Should like to see my brothers in my 
fatherland, but I do not know whether Father 
will ever let me. If He say no, I would 
rather not; it yes, then He must take 
me. I am very glad to hear all is well with 
Zion in your company, very glad. It is a 
mercy indeed to have a man of God like 
brother Stead to serve the people for Jesus' 
sake. 

I will send our brother Stead our report 
of our newlv-tormed association iu a fow 
days. I have just sent a copy to Mr. Banks, 
rough trom the press. I send you one 
uncorrected. 

Now, my brother, the Lord bless you aud 
your wife, with our fervent love to you both, 
I remain yours very aflectionately, 

DANIEL ALLEN. 
Sydney, March 24, 1873. 
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GREAT YARMOUTH.-DEAR Srn,-1 SWAFFHAM.-Mr. Wilderspin, of Chat-
The prosperity of Zion permits me to give a teris has supplied for us nearly four yea1•s. 
few particulars of opening of our new York We iiope the marriag·e union now consum
road Baptist chapel. Opening services took mated may be long and peaceful. This cause 
place .Tulv 12. At seven in the morn- never had but one •ettled minister before. 
mg· the Christian friends buckled on the May the people strengthen our new pastor's 
armour of prayer tor tlie first time in the hands by prayer. When ministers and 
new chapel. Sermon in forenoon was by people meet at a throne of grace, both in 
Mr. S. Collins, from Psalm cxxxii. 17, 18; public and private: when they know what 
in afternoon by Mr. Milbourne, from Acts it is to be drawn and taught by the Spirit of 
xiv. 14, 15. In evening Mr. S. Collins de- the livingGod,they live in a better atmosphere 
livered an appropriate discourse from l Peter than many in this day. Alas! how few seem to 
i. 3, 4. On the toll owing afternoon Mr. know and love the ministers of redeeming 
.T. B. McCurepreached from l Timothy i. 11 grace. Mr. Parish helped us in the ministry 
-" According to the gforious Gospel of the ever since Mr. Webb's death. The Lord has 
blessed God, which was committed to my a larg·e field for him to labour in. 
trust." This was followed by a tea meeting, J. DAY. 
then a public meeting-. W. Beach, Esq., 
took the chair. Addresses by Messrs. 
Collins, McCure, Bland, Brand, Sug·gate, 
Reynolds, &c. The financial statement, as 
delivered by Mr. Beach, shows the cost of 
building about £800; of which (by the 
collections on the two days, and other 
amounts otherwise collected) £434 have 
been raised. The building will seat abont 
250 persons. Great satisfaction was expressed 
by all parties as to the moderate expenditure. 
Permit me to appeal to those Christian 
friends who have ever the cause of God at 
heart, and ask their united assistance to 
raise the remaining sum. I trust those 
friends who shall visit this healthy watering
place will give us a belpin!\'. hand. All con
tributions will be gi-atefully acknowledged 
by W. Beach, Esq., of Chelmsford, and Mr. 
E. Puttock, Exmouth road, Great Yar-
mouth. E. M. 

RIPLEY -Anniversary of New Baptist 
Church was held Wednesday, September 16, 
when two sermons were preached by Mr. 
Lodge, of London, that in the afternoon 
from Isa. xii. 6. Then the friends partook 
of a nice comfortable tea at six o'clock. 
Evening service commenced. Bro. Lodge 
read and prayed, and a hymn was sung. 
Then the deacon had the pleasure of pre
senting our d~ar pas_tor, C. Z. Turner, ~th a 
purse containmg a little sum of money, given 
bv the members and friends as a token of 
their love and affection which they still bear 
towards him, which was received and acknow
ledged with much feeling. Then we had 
another good Gospel-sermon from John xvii. 
24 · and truly we had a good day. The 
Lo;d's sweet presence was felt and enjoyed 
bv both preacher and people. The dear 
Lord sent us a fine day. A nice little com
pany of friends we seemed to have, quite 
a little revival ; bless the Lord for it. May 
we have many more such days is the earnest 
prayer of A LITTLE ONE. 

FROME-NAISH'S STREET BAPTIST 
CHAPEL.-The anniversary of the Sunday 
school was held August 31. Sermons by the 
pastor, S. Littleton, and Mr. G. Duncan. In 
the evening gur spacious chapel was crowd~d 
in every part. We had a very good day m 
every respect. 

BEDFORDSHIRE-Nearly fifty Baptist 
Churches exist in this county. We cannot 
analyze them here. Biggleswade Church 
had John Corbitt, and in his days the cause 
flourished. Joseph Warren had some good 
times there, and Mr. Tanner w01·ked hard. 
We cannot answer Farmer Wills' query 
as to how we lost it. - Mr. Batchelor, in this 
October, commences his pastorate. The 
Church has for years been few in number, 
feeble in influence. May Mr. Batchelor be 
blessed lVith great spiritual power, stand 
experimentally in holy Gospel-liberty, and 
may his hands be upheld by the heaving and 
earnest prayers of his people. In every best 
sense of the word, may he be a successful 
harvest man. So prays, 

A FRIEND TO TRUE BAPTISTS. 

STOWMARKET.-Good Benjamin Tay
lor gave us some precious sermons in 
Pilgrim's Lodge, in August. Out of sick
ness he waxed valiant in the fight. But we 
have some whocommnne with us who belong 
to Open Table people. What are we to do ? 

[Let all who cannot con.scientiouely coun
tenance mixed Communion, unite themselves 
to those Churches who abide by New Testa~ 
ment Order.-En.] 

CAMDEN TOWN-Our second anniver
sary of opening Milton Hall, Hawley 
crescent, Kentish Town road, "As a Strict 
Baptist Church," was holden September 23, 
1874. A happy company sat down to tea. 
Our pastor, Mr. T. Gander, presided; he 
brought up a good report of the five yea.rs 
during which they had worked together m 
peace harmony, and success. The hall has 
baen 'beautifully renovated, and Mr. Gander 
has now possession of it on lease of twenty
one years. It was filled with a company of 
cheerful and respectable friends. Messrs. 
Nugent Lawrence, and Squirrell, delivered 
neat and plea&ing addresses. C. W. Banks 
and W. Lodge spoke on sacred and homely 
themes. We wish both Gander and hie 
hard-working Zionites divine success. 

~tath-
August 7, 1874, Mr. Edward B. Cooper fell 

asleep, atter a short Illness of six days. 



~{rat hrr fur inrrfu ahout Jrairen ? 
WILL our readers and correspondents exercise a little patience? 

The tide of papers and letters which has set in since " Degrees 
in Glory" appeared, is quite marvellous. They are very excellent 
papers too, and we do not wish to let them sink into oblivion. 

"Degrees in Glory!" What does that sentence mean? Mr. 
Hazelton has published a sermon on "Grace and Glory," which we 
have read with edifying delight ; but he occupies near seven pages on 
grace; and then, in the last little paragraph, he says, '' Glory ! what 
must that be ! I have been dwelling on grace. I know more about 
that than glory. He will give glory. I take it that that glory is the 
completeuess, the completion, and the perfection of all the salvation of 
our God. All God's purposes win be completed there ; all His promises 
fulfilied,-all your desires satisfied,-all your prayers answered, and all 
the requirements of the mediation of Jesus will be crowned there. 
The work of the Holy Spirit will be completed, and hence it is said, 
that all shall be 'crowned with glory.' God will do all He can. Oh ! 
I feel it is a solemn, an important thing to preach ;-I speak strongly 
sometimes, but I speak advisedly. God will do all He can to make you 
glorious and perfect. Christ did all that was necessary; the Holy 
Ghost is at work, and the triune God will give you the highest seat, the 
richest crown, and the greatest pleasures and raptures that eternal love 
and power could ever contrive. There shall not be a desire unfulfilled, 
a want nnsupplied. There shall not be a hope unsatisfied. Rivers of 
bliss, perpetually fiowing,-nothing to occasion a sigh, a tear, or a 
groan; and no room for a desire. Heaven is a roomy world, but there 
is not room enough for desire, because glory fills it everywhere. Nor 
any room for prayer. 

' There we shall see His face, 
· And never, never sin; 

There from the rivers of His grace 
Drink endless pleasures in.'" 

More than that of heaven even J ohu Hazelton could not tell us : 
and turn to what part of the Bible you may, the metaphors, the figures 
of speech, the poetic eloquent sentences about heaven, are all so high 
that we read with wonder ; we sing with joy; our sonls, on wings of 
faith and love., ascend up into ecstatic delight ; but we soon begin to 
enquire what it all can meiin. 

" Glory ! " It is an undefinable word down here. "Grace ! •· 
that one word means everything that God giveth to His children on the 
earth: <I Glory " means everything that the Lord will give His people 
in the heavens. But after all the millions of sermons which have been 
preached upon grace; aft~r all ~he voluminous wo_rks whieh have_ been 
written upon grace, we still desire to read about 1t-to hear of 1t; to 
converse upon it; for still something within enquires "What is Grace ?" 

Look at old Zophar piercing Job's heart with his penetrating eyes, 
while he cries out, "Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst 

Vor.. XXX. NovEMBER, 1874.J Y 
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thou find out the Almighty unto perfection ? " And then, in his lofty 
style-like a judge-he demands, "It is as high as heaven, what canst 
thou do ? deeper than hell, what canst thou know ? " 

Paul was caught up into the third heaven-into paradise. What 
does he tell us about it ? He says he heard " unspeakable words." 
Singular phrase !-" unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a 
man to utter." Then, our blessed brother John, who seems to know every
thing ; for his epistle is definite, determined, and decided enough to be 
sure. He says, "We know," and "by this we know," &c., &c.; but 
when he aims to soar a little beyond the hemisphere of grace, he comes 
to a negative immediately. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God." 
What then? Well, "it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we 
know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall 
see Him as He is ! " But what that will be cannot now be . fully 
developed. · 

We should not be so severe one upon another in this imperfect 
state, seeing the glory-world is so far beyond us now. . . 

The term "Degrees in Glory" is nowhere in the Bible : at least, 
not in so many words : but we shall now let Mr. Geo. Pung, of Lower 
Norwood, speak. He sends us the following note:-

DEAR MR. BANKs,-1 have read the articles by your correspondents 
upon the subject of "degrees in glory," without adopting the entire 
views advocated by either of them: I think they are both right to a 
certain extent, and both wrong to a certain extent. Will you allow me 
the opportunity of expressing my own feelings upon so important a 
subject? First,-1 assert in the most emphatic language that I do not 
beliern in "degrees in glory,"-if by degrees in glory is meant propor
tionate rewards given in heaven for so much toil, self-denial, charity, and 
labour done here on earth :-that would be to advocate principle1:11a11tago
nistic to the whole gist of the Bible: and tantamount to casting overboard 
the grand old principles of salvation by pure and undeservea grace, . 
without the deeds of the law ; throwing men upon their own supposed re
sources for spiritual reclamation, and to set up Christ as an object of imita
tion, and an example to be followed, but not a substitute to be trusted in, 
-which is the full-blown philosophy of the present day. But what is meant 
by the term " degrees in glory ? " Are we right, as High Calvinists, in 
banishing this subject from the field altogether? I think not; assail 
it -we may ; but as no side has the whole truth ( excepting the Pope[?]) 
it is as well for us to calmly look the subject in the face, and (as all 
honest, impartial critics should) extract whatever of truth there may 
be from any topic, by whomsoever ventilated. We want no shibboleth. 
Truth is what we want, and if our enemies drive us to the s~arch and 
to the finding, we care not even for that ; better be whipped to the 
truth than slumber in error. But, says one, is this essential ? .All 
truth is essential; therefore this. Now, no sane man can be prepared 
to aver that heaven is a stereotyped country, where all sing alike, or 
even think alike, or serve alike. They all sing the same song ; think 
over the same subject ; serve the same Lord ; but it is the variety of 
these perfect beings that constitutes harmony: each of the seraphic 
host perfect in his own individuality, but acting in combination with 
the many millions of the rest, the song will produce exquisitely 
beautiful and symphonic praises to the glory of Him who died to redeem 
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them. This truth must be conceded I Again, will heaven comist of the 
same uniform standard of mind ? Certainly not ; for are there not even 
among the hierarchy different orders of celestial beings, such as the 
mailed host who, with sword and pestilence in hand, are bid to fly to the 
relief of the Church, and the destruction of her foeg ? Are there not 
also the burning Seraphim and Cherubim ? And, if we come to 
glorified saints, is there not diversity or degrees there? Most deci
dedly; for, mind, that which is sanctified does not loose its identity by 
going to heaven. Moses is Moses still; and Elias is Elias still ; except
ing that I think by being there they thereby become intellectually 
developed. But mind is never, can never, be transmuted. I argue for 
the perfect identity of the mind, either in heaven or hell. Do I refer 
to any of the prophets, or to the fathers, Polycarp, Calvin, Luther, 
Bunyan, Whitfield, Toplady, Charnock, Gill, Hawker, Pierce, Philpot, 
Wells or Foreman; I say that there is no transmutation, no variation, 
but, perfect identification in those dear saints. I believe, could I see 
some of the last-mentioned saints, I should recognise them in an instant; 
not by any outward appearance ; but as spirits ; for spirits will recog
nise and hold intercourse with spirits. Will any one then undertake to 
deny that there are not diversities and degrees ? They all occupy the 
sphere appointed them by a wise, beneficent, and sovereign God and 
Father. They all are perfectly happy-perfectly full of Christ-and 
perfectly free from any of the traces of those things that might have 
made them objectionable down here, either to each other or to others; 
but though so, yet they are all perfectly recognisable, and in no sense 
will one be confounded with the other, neither, I should say, do any 
two of them see heaven the beautiful, or Jesus, or the angels, or each 
other with the same identical comprehension or perspectiveness. 

I cannot think, dear Mr. Banks, that those persons who clamour so 
tenaciously for the uniformity of the better land can have given the 
subject a fair and impartial consideration, for this reason, that they 
seem to deprive heaven of very much of its beauty, that is, its variety; 
and variety is God's glory. 

Again, surely they do not contend for the uniformity of heaven on 
the grounds that we have heard stated, that when we get to heaven " we 
shall expect to be all alike." Ah, such arrogance does not comport 
with such voluntary humility as is often expressed, " I do not mind if 
I am a door-mat, so as I get into heaven." Now I do not want to be 
a door-mat either in earth or heaven; but I do not expect that one so 
sn;i.all will occupy a place in glory equal to the majestic-minded Gill, or 
the seraphic Hervey, or the lofty and poetic-minded Cowper, or the 
logical Owen and Hodge, or the dear allegorical Bunyan, and such as have 
burned for Christ ad infinitum. I hope, by the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, to come to heaven, and I shall be quite satisfied for my 
Father to put me where He pleases; and I shall not feel jealous because 
I am bound to believe that some will sit upon the thrones judging the 
tribes of Israel. 

May you and I, dear Mr. Editor, live to reach the place where 

" All His beauties you behold, 
And sing His name to harps of gold." 

That will be a blessed reward for such despised creatures as you and I. 



824 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, 

We shall have the same heaven, go by the same road of free-grace, 
washed in the same blood, clad in the same rig·hteousness, lie in the 
same sunshine, and then, whatever of heart, eye, mind, wing, or voice 
we have, and however varied, we will all join, each with our own modus 
operand1:, to praise His name, whose name is above every name; and 
sing and say that while there are no merited degrees in glory yet such 
will be the magnificent diversity of mind and appearance as 'each shall 
stand with face upturned and gaze upon the burning throne of Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lower Norwood. GEORGE PUNG. 
[Please to remember this is not all.-En.J 

"REJOICING IN HOP E." 
A SERMON 

PREACHED BY THE LATE DAVID CRUMPTON, 

AT GROYE CnAPEL, OAMBERWELL, 

0 X T II E L 0 Rn's - D A y MORN I N G, Ju L y 1 9, 1 8 7 4. 

"Rejoicing in hope."-Rom. xii. 12. 

THE Apostle in this chapter exhorts the believing Romans to the 
exercise of the grace of HOPE, engraven in their hearts by the 

Holy Ghost, who had called them " out of darkness into marvellous 
light." Time will not allow me to enter on the other exhortations con
tained in this chapter, but only to call your attention to the one in 
the text. 

Hope is one of the graces of the Spirit, and a very blessed grace it 
is. The Apostle pronounces it to be, "A good hope through grace," 
and we are assured it is '' As an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the veil, whither the 
Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High-Priest for 
ever after the order of Melchizedec." It is a hope that arises from the 
regenerating grace of the Holy Ghost in the heart ; it is not the delusive 
imaginations of human nature, but a work of grace in the heart, 
leading the soul to hope in God, in Christ Jesus the Lord, and in the 
blessings and bliss to come. Its influences are of a blessed character ; 
it helps us in the dark and distressing hour, and points beyond the cir
cmnstances, sorrows, trials, and afflictions of this present life, to that 
world where nothing of an afflicting character can enter. 

Through hope, which is wrought in the heart by the grace of the 
blessed Spirit, the Comforter, we. look to the work, merits, and inter
cession of Jesus Christ. It does not build itself upon human suffi
ciency, whether of the law or the Gospel, and knows no foundation but 
the foundation which is laid in Zion, an immoveable foundation, against 
whieh the gates of hell shall never prevail. This hope is the result 
and is secured by the covenant of grace, that we might have a strong 
consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set 
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before us. And it is to the exercise of this grace, and through the 
exercise of this grace, that the Apostle exhorts us in the word of truth, 
" Rejoicing in hope." Who should rejoice if not the children of God? 
Why should the children be sad ? The children of this world have 
reason to weep day and night for evils, if they think of " A certain 
fearful looking-for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries." But the believer has abundant reason to 
rejoice, not in present attainments, but in the glorious prospect of 
happiness and bliss beyond this vale of tears; and he is here exhorted 
to look upward, and believingly to expect that glorious result which 
divine love and power will accomplish, and to rejoice therein. " But 
hope that is seen is not hope; for what a man seeth, why doth he yet 
hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience 
wait for it." We hope for something that is not yet possessed, that is not 
yet to be attained ; but we sometimes seem to forget this, and because 
we have trials and troubles and difficulties, we hang our harps on the 
willows, and we forget what God has laid up in store for those that fear 
Him. We look to the roughness of the path and the difficulties in the 
way, and we rejoice not in hope. But God intended that His people 
should rejoice as they pass through this world. Hence, it is written, 
" Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the 
villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let 
them shout from the tops of the mountains." · 

Should not, therefore, you and I rejoice? Yes, indeed, we should. 
"Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again, I say, Rejoice." 0, ye mourners 
in Zion, have you thought of the eternal purposes of God's love and 
mercy in Jesus Christ, who hath visited and redeemed His people and 
wrought out for them, and in them, an everlasting righteousness ? 
Surely you must have forgotten or you would not bow down the head as 
a bulrush. "Rejoicing in hope" of deliverance, which should be the 
first object of our rejoicing. There are many things, various ex
periences, in our fallen state which cause a pressure on our mind and 
spirit, such as the Apostle Paul speaks of in the seventh chapter to the 
Romans-the conflict between the flesh and the spirit. He says, " ! 
know that in me (that is, .in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing, for to 
will is•present with me, but how to perform that which is good I find 
not. For the good that I would I do not, but the evil which I would not 
that I do," &c., &c. We feer almost impelled to do at times the evil 
we would not, the evil we hate. We feel we are encompassed with a 
nature sinful and conupt, and through these manifold temptations we 
often wet our couch with tears. There are temptations suited to our 
nature which Satan well knows. He knows what that sin is which 
doth so easily beset us. . And these temptations sorely pain and distress, 
besides the afflictions that betide us. " Man that is born of a woman 
is of few days and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and 
is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not" (Job xiv. 
1, 2). Religion does not exempt us from the ordinary afflictions of 
humanity. Religion is intended to sustain us under them. 

" ''fid religion thu.t can give 
Sw,,eLl'st pleasures while we livo; 
"l'is religion must supply 
Solid comfort when wo die. 
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After death its joys will be 
Lasting as eternity; 
Be the living God my friend, 
Then my bliss will never end." 

Yes, the blessed influences of teligion sustain the heart in tron ble, 
but do not exempt the child of God from trouble. "Many are the 
affiictions of the righteous " ( which some of us know by experience), 
but let us not forget what follows-" But the Lord delivereth him out 
of them all." This is what we hope for. This is why we should be 
" Rejoicing in hope." There will be a time when we shall put off this 
body of clay, when this body shall be laid in the earth, and when that 
which respects this body shall be effected; when this corruption shall 
have put on incorruption, and this vile body shall be changed, that it 
may be fashioned like unto the glorious body of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The leprosy of sin is so deep in the walls of human nature, that the 
whole tabernacle must be taken down before it can be taken out. Yes, 
"We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, accord
ing to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto 
Himself." And it is in this hope of deliverance from sin, Satan, death, 
and the gra,e, that the believer has abundant reason to rejoice. If 
we are the children of God we may anticipate the time when-

" Our inward foes shall all be slain, 
Nor Satan break our peace again." 

What a glorious deliverance there will be by-and-bye I but we must 
belie,e, hope, and expect, and rejoice in expectation of that glorious 
deliverance which shall be accomplished in our individuat cases :-When 
He shall purge from Jacob, all iniquity, and present His blood-bought, 
ransomed Church to His Father, "Before the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy, without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing." Is 
not this something to rejoice in ? When I think that a few more 
rolling years will bring me from all that is sinful and corrupt, I may 
well rejoice in hope. 

Then the words of our text suggest the idea of enlargement. Paul 
considered he knew but little, for he says, " For we know in part and 
we prophesy in part," &c. He knew but in part; but how he seems to 
long to know more. "This one thing I do, forgetti1;g those. things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those thmgs whwh are 
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus." • 

Vvhat enlargement shall be enjoyed by the saint of God after death! 
Who can tell with what heavenly honours he will be invested! We a~·e 
lost when we contemplate the visions of that soul. We are lost m 
wonder; we are lost in amazement when we think of 

"That sea of life and love unknown, 
Without a bottom or a shore." 

"For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to face. Now 
I know in part; but then shall I know even as ~lso I am known.". :S:ow 
limited are our ideas! How dull our apprehensions I How unbehevmg 
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our hearts! There is a cloud between us and our Lord, bnt it is only 
a cloud, and will ere long be dispersed. We are like the disciples on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, we know not what to say. But in yonder 
brigMer and better world how the mind and the powers of the soul will 
be enlarged ! Then we shall understand mysteries that perplex and 
distress us in this vale of tears; then we shall comprehend more of 
God, more of Jesus, more of the Holy Spirit. 

"Then we shall ~ee, and bear, and know 
.All we desired or wished below ; 
.And every power find sweet employ, 
In that eternal world of joy." 

Enlargement, beloved! We are not allowed to remain infants in 
the family. I might enlarge here did time permit, for I want, as it 
were, to take you up to heaven. 0 what an enlargement will take place 
in our state and feelings at the hour of death! 0 what a change to see 
and feel the love of God, began in us through grace, consummated in 
glory! 

Let us bless God if there be this dawn of heaven in our souls ; and 
let us look forward with joy in contemplating the time when we shall 
be with Christ, and be like Him, and see Him as He is. Then with 
regard to enjoyment here, how vastly different are the ideas of the 
Christian and the worldling, the godly and the ungodly! The godly, 
it is true, have their trials, afflictions, sorrows, losses, and crosses, but 
what of that if they have within a principle of grace which can com
fort their heart and keep them from sinking in the deep waters they 
may be called to pass through. Whereas the enjoyment of the ungodly 
and the so-called happiness of the worldling is a delusion, and as " the 
crackling of thorns undel" a pot." And though at times you may be 
tempted to suppose the worldling is the happier of the two, on account, 
it may be, of his freedom from the pains and anxieties yon experience, 
it is, I say, a delusion. There is no real enjoyment or happiness to be 
found out of Christ. 

The joy of the saint is in Christ .T esns his Lord : it has a hidden 
spring from the living Rock; the source is Christ, and can never, 
never fail. But let me tell the worldling that the sanctified sorrow in 
a believer's heart is worth ten thousand worldly joys. It is by trials 
that God calls us to seek heavenly, eternal joys; for He says, "Arise 
ye, and depart; for this is not your rest, because it is polluted," &c. 
But, connected with that rest which remaineth for the people of God, 
He has a plentiful store of those things which are incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and fade not away. Rejoice, then, in hope of enjoying those 
things w:hich " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for them 
that love Him." What a joy will be a glimpse of Jesus, to see Him 
face-to-face! What must it be! When He shall wipe away all tears 
from our eyes, and reveal to us His Word, Himself, His fulness, His 
glory, and make us to participate in all, as children and heirs of God 
and joint-heirs with Himself. 

All the glory here, and the fulness of joy above, which belongs to 
Christ, belongs to them, and by-and-bye they shall enter into that 
blessedness where they shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more ; 
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neither slmll the sun light on them, nor any heat: "For the Lamb 
which is in t.he midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead 
them unto liYing fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.'' Rejoice, then, in hope. A few more years at most-
it may be a few more months, days, hours, moments-and we shall 
enter into the glories, into the rest of heaven, into the fulness of those 
joys and pleasures for evermore which are at God's right hand. Oh, 
dear friends, shall we not rejoice? 

I have had my times of weeping and sorrow, but, in calmer moments, 
could say, Why should I weep? Why slrnuld I be cast down? There may 
be moments of darkness and distress, but all things are working together 
for my good. " Why art thou cast down, 0 my soul? and why art 
thou disquieted within me? Hope thou in God ; for I shall yet praise 
Hirn who is the health of my countenance and my God." Does His 
faithfulness fail? Is the love of Christ exhausted? No; ten thousand 
Xoes to these enquiries! 

Lift up thy head, mourner in Zion, and take comfort, for you shall 
he "more than conqueror" over every foe, without and within, 
" through Him that loved you and gave Himself for you." On earth 
a man may have fought many a battle and come off conqueror, but, 
through Christ, we shall be "more than conquerors." 

To Him be glory and majesty, dominion and power, for ever and 
ever. Amen and Amen. 

[Taken down by William Arthur Adams.] 

A. CORDIAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN IN THE NIGHT OF S.ORROW . 

CHRISTIAN, when thy way seems darkest, 
When thine eyes with tears are dim, 

Straight to God the Father hastening, 
Tell thy troubles all to Him. 

:Kot to human ear confiding 
Thy sad tale of grief and care ; 

But before thy Father kneeling, 
. Pour out all thy sorrows there. 

Sympathy of friends may cheer thee, 
When the fierce wild storm has burst; 

But God only can con so le thee, 
When it breaks upon thee first. 

Go with words or tears or silence, 
Only lay thee at His feet ; 

Thou shalt prove how great His pity, 
.A.nd His tenderness how sweet. 

Think, too, thy Divine Redeemer 
Knew, as thou canst never know, 

.All the deepest depths of suffering, 
.ill the weight of human woe: 

.A.nd though now in glory seated, 
He can hear thy feeblest cry

Even hear the stifled sighing 
Of thy dumb heart's agony. 

.All thy griefs by Him are ordered, 
Needful is each one for thee ; 

Every tear by Him is counted, 
One too mu-eh there. cannbt be. 

.A.nd if, whilst they fall so-thickly, . 
Thou canst own ·His way is right, 

Then each tear ·of bitter anguish 
Precious is in J esu'e sight._ 

Far too well thy Saviour loves thee, 
To allow thy life to ,be 

One long calm unbrok~n .sµmmer,, 
One unrufiled stormless· sea; 

He would have thee fondly nestling 
Closer to His loving breast, , 

He would have that world s~~i;r). br:ight~l" 
Where alone is perfect re~t; ,-: !f;~ 11 i; ' ! 

Though His wise and loving p~rposE! 
Clearly yet thou mayst not see, 

Still believe, with faith unshaken, 
.All will work for good to thee . 

Therefore when thy way is gloomy, 
.And thine eyes with tears are dim, 

Straight to God the Father hastening, 
Tell thy sorrows all to Him. 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 329 

A LETTER FROM THE HEAR~ 
WmTTJDl! 011 THE DAY WHE!! TUE REMAI!!s OJI' THE LATE Ma. JAMES WELLS wE&B 

LAID IN HIS GRAVE. 

BY A VE N E RA B L E MOT 1I ER IN ISRAEL. 

GOD has been the Refuge of His people in all ages, and the God of 
Jacob is our Refuge now in this our time of deep trouble, on 

this day in which Mr. James Wells, of the Surrey Tabernacle, London, 
will be consigned to the tomb. It is, indeed, a time for mourning for 
those who were favoured to know his real worth, which, through the 
great goodness of the Lord, I have learned by the means of the heavy 
storm that fell upon him in the year 1865, when the archers sorely 
grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him; but his bow did indeed 

_ abide in strength and the arms of his hands were made strong by the 
hands of the mighty God of Jacob. Blessings from the Shepherd and 
Stone of Israel came on the head of him whom the protestors separated 
from. 

How deep are the counsels of our God, and how I bless Him, at 
this moment, for these protests. It has been the means, in the hands 
of the Lord, of bringing me nearer to Mr. Wells and some of his 
people; for which I shall bless God as long as I have a being. At 

· that time I may say I knew very little of Mr. Wells, but being indig
nant at the treatment I had met with from his professed friends, I 
wrote a letter to the Christian World in defence of the tenor of Mr. 
Wells' preaching; still I was not sufficiently informed in the matter, and 
indeed, I went more by hearsay than from real knowledge. In the begin-

. ning of the year 1866, one of Mr. Wells' members, a dear kind friend, 
'. wrote to correct some of my statements in my letter to the Christian 

World: this began a correspondence which has been one of the greatest 
blessings of my life. Mr. Wells himself wrote to me on the same 
subject. Mrs. R. and Mr. Wells were from this time the bringer of 
good tidings of great joy. Many times when I was travelling a path 
so utterly confounding to flesh and blood, that no Gospel of sal
vation could reach my case but that preached by Mr. Wells, Oh, I 
have no words that can set forth the rich food they have been to 
my soul, while others were cavilling and picking errors in this and 
errors in that, my soul was swimming in the rich ocean of cove
nant, everlasting, unchangeable love. The salvation he preached could 

. hold me 11p-:-me, weighed down as I was,-and when my own 
rebellious,.un:believing heart seemed tearing me in pieces, and all the 
arUllery Qf h~ll 'seemed levelled at poor me, the great God and our 
Savioµr' Jesus Christ, preached by Mr. Wells so gloriously, was still 
my God in all His glorious attributes. This is some of the way, 
only :a very little of the way, in which I came really to know Mr. 
Wells and the people at the Surrey Tabernacle. How dear they 
are to me 'only those know who have trod the same path. 

Our blessed Lord has said, '' There is nothing secret but shall be 
revealed, neither hid that shall not be made manifest ; and that that 
is spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the house

z 
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tops;" and if it please His gracious Majesty to enable me, and will 
graciously cause that it shall be so at this time, I shall have the 
desire of my heart, and His blessed name shall be glorified, and that 
that this woman has done (I mean my kind friend Mrs. R.) shall be 
t.old for a memorial of her. Since the time aforenamed up to this 
present, not only has she sent me many living epistles from her heart 
which have been many times as a cordial to my sorely grieved and 
wou.nded spirit, but with her own hands, at her own expense, in spite 
-of opposition from within and without-which have not been small; 
I say, with her own hands she has posted and sent to me not less 
than two hundred and fifty of Mr. Wells' sermons for my own self, 
as they have come out, and about eleven hundred for circulation. It 
is true, with regard to the sermons for circulation, I myself had fed 
~o well upon those sent me that I was like one of the daughters of 
.Solomon's household; I was continually crying " Give, give." 

In looking ov_er my papers at this solemnly trying time of losing 
·this wonderful and valuable man, I find that I have about one hun
dred by me; the rest have been dispersed far and wide within twenty 
miles. I look on them as good seed sown. I know they have been 
made a blessing to the poor and needy. I could tell many ·cases. 
There was a gentleman at Bolton, ten miles from us. There was a 
.packet just came in when he came into the shop. After some talk 
I asked him to take and spread them amongst his people. He was 
a Churchman, and when he came again I asked him about them. 
Well, he said, they had done much good. 

One old man, who had been in the way many years, came to 
,him with his sermon in his hand, and the tears running down his 
face with joy, said, This is what I have been long seeking for: this 
:is most blessed. Why have I not found this sooner? 

Another, laying on a sick bed, reading them with delight, and his 
wife kept one about her always, she was so taken with them. They 
asked for more, which I gladly gave them. 

This and !Ilany more tokens for good cheered me. Some read 
· them, yet they were so set against Mr. Wells, that they are ashamed 
to say they like them; but they will not believe what is said against 
him in future. This is good, so far. It is useless saying to such as 
me that Mr .. Wells' sermons do not go deep enough to reach a really 
quickened child of God. No one could go deeper into that unknown 
bottomless cavern, the heart of man, before or after conversion ; I 
say no one could do it so well, in such plain and forcible words. 
He never used tall, florid words to hide his meaning : he meant 
what he said, and said what he meant: and when the Comforter, 
the Holy Ghost, carried the words from his mouth to the heart of 
the reader, 0 what a comforting there was I and what must it have 
been to hear and to have the Word brought home to the heart from 
his mouth; and though he could unfold the hidden evils and miseries 
of the heart of man, his aim was to lift the poor sin-bitten, law
condemned, trembling sinner out of the mire-this deep mire where 
there is no standing-and ministerially set his feet upon the rock: this 
was his very delight. The joy it was to him to bring the sick to the 
Great Physician, and tell them of the wonderful cureR He had made of 
all sort,s of evils, whatever they might arise from. His joy was to lead 
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the poor lerrous sinner to the Great High Priest and.His great atone
ment. This atonement was his delight : his soul swam in this ocean of 
everlasting love, as made manifest in the atonement. 

His sermons all aimed to bring a lost, entirely helpless sinner and 
that J esua, who came to save sinners, together; and he did it in a way 
no one else ever did to me. L. A. 

March 20th, 1872. 

llemorials of ~tparfth £ainfa. 

THE INV IS IBLE FAM I LY. 

" I will also leave in the midst of thee an affiicted and poor people, and they shall 
trust in the name of the Lord."-Zeph. iii. 12. , 

I F the Lord bas left in Zion an afflicted and poor people ( and such is 
declared to be the case), we may rest satisfied that the condition of 

Zion and her fair citizens will thus remain to the end of time; for 
God's decrees are unalterably sure. The professing world may blaze 
away with all the pomps and show of carnal inventions-but the 
invisible Church of the living God consists of the maimed, the lame, the 
blind, the sick, the begging, forlorn, halting, distressed, heart-aching, 
and heart-breaking sinners, described by the Lord Himself as His own 
afflicted and poor people, rich in faith and declared also to be heirs to 
the kingdom. Upon every such grace-taught soul the Word of God is 
deeply impressed. " 'Tis through much tribulation that ye must enter 
the kingdom." Trouble of soul stares the believer in the face at every 
point; edged in by numberless foes from the depths of darkness ll"ho 
attack him on every hand, so that for a time he loses sight of the fact 
that they that are for us are far more than they that are against us, and, 
Hezekiah-like, cry out of a throbbing bosom, " 0 Lord, I am oppressed, 
undertake for me;" and still he continues his groaning, "Lord, carest 
Thou not that I perish; my barque is already beneath the waters, and they 
have reached my very soul; my sails are rent to atoms, and I have grown 
weary and worn, sad and dejected: Oh Lord, I am oppressed, undertake 
for me." Oh ye fair ones in distress, who thus experience many a weary 
hour, fear not, He will deliver His darling from the power of the dog; 
and ye must come off more than conquerors, for it is so ordered in 
hep.ven's high court above by the Eternal Three. Whilst poverty and 
affliction must go hand in hand in Zion's city here below, unbounded 
riches and glory are eternally linked together in our Father's mansions 
above-no corruptible, there, believer-it is the vast, immeasurable word 
"Immortality." Behold, thou fair one, invisibly dressed in thy SaYiom's 
garments, behold thy king in grand attire ; ye choirs of angels likewise 
-look on with eternal wonder and mysterious awe-this is the King of 
glory who is Head and Husband to this poor and afflicted people. Oh 
heavens, shout aloud for such transcendent glory. 

"An afflicted and poor people." Oh ye despised family of the }lost 
High God, to find you I know not whither to resort-in some pent-up 
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garret, toiling hard for perishing bread; poor widowed seamstress, toil 
on, toil on, for those dear o:ffsprings, until thy weary dust shall sink into 
the silent tomb; hut far beyond this bitter scene of thy pilgrimage is 
your kingdom and reward; and ye poor Lazarites, who would fain take 
np the crumbs that fall from the rich man's table, know ye not that the 
ranks of heaven's armies are incomplete without you? Your possessions 
are innumerably gTeat in that blest country, your title is safe in the 
veins of our dear Immanuel. " I will leave also in the midst of thee an 
afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord ; " 
"for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." The God of heaven 
has pronounced an eternal woe upon the despisers of these little ones. 
God knows they are in distress, in debt, under burdens of no small 
weight, and the bitter elements of earth and hell combined stare the 
Lamb's tried family through and through, for the world knoweth them 
not, any name is good enough (in their estimation) for God's dear people; 
but oh, how different will the children of the Bridegroom appear to the 
grace-despisers of the present day, when clad in the habiliments of 
Paradise, washed in the crimson tide of Jesu's blood. Oh matchless 
Bridegroom! with thy matchless bride, who shall separate Thee from the 
love of God ? Nearer and nearer they come to the rolling tide of Jordan, 
some of them, shivering on its narrow border, plunge in it they must, 
from thence exalted to the skies, in His dear bosom ever more to hide, 
and warble out delicious notes of freedom with the noble army who 
have, like us, waded through this dreary desert, and now for ever extol 
the Jesus Christ of Calvary, amidst uninterrupted and eternal bliss. 

Forest Gate, Essex, October, 1874. A PooR WORM. 

THE LATE GEORGE APTED. 

GEORGE APTED was born at Dover, November 6th, 1799, and 
fell asleep in Jesus, August 3rd, 187 4. At the age of eight years 

he was left an orphan ; at the age of fifteen he came to London. His 
call by grace was in 1824 ; until that time he lived in sin. He has 
told me of the Lord's work in his soul from the beginning. The first 
thing I can remember was that a young man came to live in the house 
where he lived, to learn the baking business, who constantly read the 
Scriptures aloud on his knees every night, when these words fastened 
on his mind: "All thy children shall be taught of the Lord." He did 
not know the words were in the Bible, nor what they meant, being 
quite ignorant of the way of salvation; nor knew that he had a soul. 
The same friend took him to hear a sermon preached on the occasion of 
the execution of Thurtell, for the murder at Ware, in Herts. The text 
was Proverbs xxi. 16-" The man that wandereth out of the way of 
understanding shall remain in the congregation of the dead." Convic
tion seized him; he felt he could no longer live the life of sin he had 
done. Bunyan's " Holy War" was made very useful to Him, especially 
that part where he speaks of Mr. Swearing and Mr. Drunkenness. To 
both these he was addicted. He saw how all mankind was sunk in ruin, 
in Adam the first, and he among the rest, and could see no way of 
escape. His companions tried hard to keep him among them, but in 
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vain; although once he was drawn aside, which brought great 
guilt on his soul. Rom. i. 17 was very precious to him ; in that he saw 
the Lord Jesus Christ swallowed up in the wrath of God as a whole 
burnt-offering for sin, suffering all the demands of a broken law for 
poor lost sinners, and believed it was for him. His fear was lest he 
should turn aside again to sin ; but the Lord sealed these words on his 
heart, "I will put My fear in their hearts," &c. ( J er. xxxii. 40 ). He 
used to say he had such a view of the precious blood of Christ cleansing 
away sin; He was so precious to him. He used to say he could see Him 
bespangled all through the Bible. 

He heard Mr. Stoddard at times, and afterwards attended Mr.Way's 
ministry at the Cave Adullam ; and in the year 1831 was baptizecl by 
him and joined his Church, where he remained for some years, till he 
left and joined Zoar Chapel, Great AJ_ie street, where he attended until 
Mr. Shorter came to London, in 1843, when a separation took place at 
Zoar Chapel; and the friends that left gave Mr. Shorter a call to be
come their pastor, and a Church was formed under his ministry, and :Mr. 
Apted was chosen, with two others, as deacons, and remained for seven
teen years walking in the fear of God and the comforts of the Holy 
Ghost, till the year 1860, when he left and afterwards joined the Church 
worshipping at Artillery street, and was chosen to the office of deacon, 
which he filled until his death. 

He was a man of prayer and a great reader of the Word of God 
and good men's works, particularly Mr. Huntington's. Many sweet 
portions of the Word were blessed to his soul, especially the latter part 
of his life. He had been suffering from internal disease for five years 
previous to his death, although at 'the last it was rather sudden. He 
was at chapel the Lord's-day week previous to his death. 

On the Saturday he was laying down at our usual time for reading 
and prayer. I said I will read, and wished him to lay quiet; but he 
seemed as though he could not dismiss us without prayer, and broke out 
as he lay in a very solemn and sweet way. 

On Lord's-day he rose at his usual time, saying, " I will get up, if 
I lay 9-own again." Mr. Green called on his way to chapel. In con
versation his mind seemed stayed on the Lord. 

In the afternoon Mr. Woolard and Mr. Harris came to see him, 
when he told them he had no raptures, but was fixed on J esris the sure 
Foundation. Mr. Woolard read Isaiah xii., and Mr. Harris (who has 
since gone to his rest) engaged in prayer. 

In the evening I read Psalm x.xxiv., which ends, "Shall not be 
desolate," which he repeated, "Shall not be desolate." 

. About eight o'clock I perceived a change, and said," Would you like 
to go to bed, dear?" 

He said, " I think I will." 
On leaving the room a few minutes, when I returned I heard him 

speaking. I enquired if he wanted anything? 
He said, " I am preaching." 
After this I could not understand what he said. He sunk into a 

kind of stupor; I could only catch these ,vords, " Rougher and harder 
than mine." Many other things he said, too numerous to relate. He 
was patient in tribulation, a kind and tender husband, and faithful 
friend, and one who feared God above many. l\LrnY APTED. 
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I FEEL READY FOR GLORY WHEN THE LORD 
SHALL CALL. 

l\ ,,..-R. R. H. WIDDOWS, of Atherton House, Orrell, near Wigan, writes 
lll. us of his beloved brother's sudden death. When we were 
preaching at Pemberton, last January, the deceased was a hearty young 
man. Now he is here no more. The following note proves the pre
ciousness of diYine grace. Mr. Widdows says:-

1\l[y ,ERY DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIEND AND BROTHER IN OUR GLORIOUS 
LORD JEsus CHRIST,-! forward you a memorial card of my poor brother 
Thomas, who, with the child that was his idol, has been snatched away 
from us as in a moment. The child had been attacked by scarlatina of 
a most malignant character. He caught the disease and was taken 
from us after only three days' illness. My life has been bound up with 
his for so long a time, religiously and socially, that I feel it is almost 
like breaking one's heart-strings. He came up to my house to announce 
to me the death of his child; I could see then sufficient in himself t.o 
cause grave suspicions in my own mind as to his own state. He would, 
nevertheless, go to Wigan to arrange about his child's funeral ; and on 
his return was induced to go to bed, from which he never returned to us 
alive, but died quietly; and, thank our heavenly Father, peacefully fell 
asleep in Jesus. 

Were it not for the unmistakeable evidence that he gave to those 
around him before and during his illness, and the direct answer I had ~om 
the Lord Himself in the evening of the day he died (Sept. 3rd), I 
should be this moment most miserable. This is the sweetness mingled 
with the bitter cup. I was sorely tempted by the enemy of souls after his 
decease to question the Lord's dealings with us on this sore dispensation. 
Oh! the heartaches experienced under this temptation I cannot suffi
ciently describe. I poured out my soul to the Lord to assure my poor 
heart that all was well with him. Taking up Dr. Hawker's Portions, I 
found in the text for that evening's Portion quite sufficient to reconcile and 
bring down my will into perfect acquiescence with that of the dear Lord. 
The text was from Zephaniah, " Hold thy peace at the presence of the 
Lord God, ·for the day of the Lord is at hand : for the Lord bath prepared 
a sacrifice : He bath bid His guests." After reading this I could truly 
say from my inmost heart, " Even so, Father, for so it seenieth good in 
Thy sight." 

He was absent from his accustomed place in chapel last Lord's-day 
but one-the last he spent on earth. His child was ill on the Saturday> 
but not so as to give undue concern ; and he told his wife he would go 
to chapel in the morning. The Lord ordered otherwise. His child 
became much worse ; and, instead of wending his way to the chapel, he 
asked hits wife for the Bible, and spent his last Sabbath in the sick chamb~r. 
There he poured out his soul to his God. He was never suffered agam 
to hear another Gospel sermon in the chapel he loved so well. God, 
that day, was Himself the Preacher. The last sermon he did hear
one that was made a great blessing to him-was from the very words 
that the redeemed in glory are now singing, "Unto Him that loved us, 
washed us from our sins in His own blood ; bath made us kings and 
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priests unto God." Never shall I forget the converse he had with me 
referable to that sermon, beyond his usual custom ; for at best he was 
very reserved. He told his wife he felt ready for glory whenever the 
Lord called him. I am not astonished at this, for he had had keen, 
cutting trials for the last three years, that were only known fully 
between God and his own soul. During his illness he was asked by 
one dear to him how he felt, his answer was, "It is all right." Ah !" 
my dear brother, with the prospect of a speedy dissolution before him, 
leaving a wife and two little children behind him, none but a heir 
of heaven can speak thus. Not a murmur escaped his lips, he seemed 
perfectly resigned to all he was passing through, and fully to bear 
out those two lines of Toplady, 

'' Sweet to lie passive in His hands, 
And know no will but His." 

Once he asked if we were not in the chapel, and without waiting 
for a reply, commenced singing most sweetly. It is to us who are 
left behind a sad blow, so far as his presence is not realized. But he 
is removed from the miseries of this evil world. He rests in the 
bosom of His God. May the dear Lord sanctify this bereavement to. 
us who remain behind in the wilderness; and with our Christian love 
to you, believe me to be yours affectionately in Christ Jesus, 

Orrell, pear Wigan. R. H. WIDDOWS. 

PRAYING IN FAITH-WHAT IS IT? 

No question-in this day-can be more needful to understand than 
the following. Can we answer " A TRIED ONE ?" 

DEAR MB. BANKS,-We hear so much talk in the present day from our pulpits·. 
and elsewhere about faith. You must take God at His word; you must let faith 
be in: lively exercise ; and you must take promises, say these gentlemen ; but we
never hear them describe what faith ie, or the nature of faith-at least, I have 
not. Whether it is they are ignorant of the nature of faith or its effects, I must 
leave. Will you kindly, or any of your readers describe to me what it is to pray 
in faith. Because the Word says, "Whatever ye ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
receive." 

Yours, A TRIED ONE, 
Walworth, October 19th, 1874. 

WAS IT FOR ME? 

T11ouon on Thy death, with sweet surprise, : Was it for me? a sinner base, 
I sometimes dwell with weeping eyes; For one so vile of human race, 
Yet, still the thought will often rise- Who wrath deserv'd, but never grace,-

We.s it for me? We.sit for me? 
I know Thou didst for sinners die, 
For sinners, too, as vile e.s I ; 
But still I can't resist the cry-

Was it for me? 

Plumstead, August 25th, 1874. 

If 'twe.1 for me, oh ! let me hear 
What shall e.t once my spirit cheer, 
Thy voice in tender song declare,-

It was for thee. 
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PRACTICAL ADVICE ON THE STUDY OF GREEK. 

No. II. 

THE forms of the Adjectives (p. 27) ,ca'Ms and l,p6s will be found to correepond 
exactly with the forms of the Nouns of the First and Second Declension, as you 

will see upon reference to the tables, Masculine and N enter Adjectives being declined 
according to the Second, and Feminine according to the First Declension. You 
will, therefore, have very little difficulty in making yourself thoroughly familiar 
with them. We would, however, advise you not to neglect writing out in full the 
Examples given for practice on this (27) and the following pages to the end of the 
Adjectives, in the same way as recommended for the Nouns. 

Next come the" CONTRACTED FORMS" (on p. 29 and 30); you will note that 
these terminations in their uncontracted form are the same as those you have just 
learned, the blending of a previous vowel with the termination making the only 
difference in the contracted form. The paragraph on p. 29 commencing with Eo 
should be comitted to memorr. 

On learning the forms in vs, ua, v you will see that the Masculine and Neuter 
are declined according to the Third, and the Feminine according to the First 
Declension. 

You will now proceed to learn those in as, a,va, av, the forms of which you 
will find at the bottom of p. 31. On p. 3il you will notice that 11:iis is declined, 
not according to the Adjectives in as, but in the same way as the Participle ,,.,;,i,as 
at the bottom of the page. These forms you will also commit to memory. 

You will make yourself thoroughly familiar with the various forms of Adjec
tives and Participles on p. 33 to 35. On p. 36 and 37 you will find the Irregular 
forms of ,.,yas and ..-01..tis. With regard to 11:ol..vs we may remark that the first form 
is the one used in the New Te~tament. 

We now come to the "ADJECTIVES OF Two TERMINATIONS," which differ 
from those of Three Terminations by having one form for both Masculine and 
Feminine, and another for the Neuter. You may carefully read the remarks on 
p. 37 and 38, but do not commit them to memory. The various forms (p. 38 to 40) 
commencing with al..710,f sand ending with ~,11:ous must all be committed to memory. 
Note that the forms which are used for both Masculine and Feminine have both 
the Masculine and Feminine Articles prefixed to them, and where it happens, as 
in the Genitive and Dative of all these forms, that there is or,e form for all three 
Genders, the three Articles are prefixed. We may here observe that ~a, is the 
Greek for" and." You will see that some of these, as ~vootos are of the Second, 
and that the others are of the Third Declension. No Adjectives of two termina
tions have forms belonging to the First Declension. 

We must now consider" ADJECTIVES OF ONE TERMINATION," that is, having 
the same form for the Masculine and Feminine (sometimes, though rarely, a few 
of them are used with Neuter Substantives). You will read carefully through .the 
remarks on p. 40 to 42. None 13-re here declined in full, but the Genitive being 
given in every instance, this wiU shew you the declension, and they all follow 
forms which you have previously learned. It would be a wearisome task to 
commit them all to memory, and you may, therefore, leave them, referring to them 
as necessity arises. 

The "DEGREES OF COMPARISON" now claim our attention. The matter is 
very clearly treated of on p. 42 to 46, and we need only observe that the Compara
tives in np os, a, ov, are declined like lEpos, and the Superlatives in rar os, 71, ov like 
,caAor (seep. 27). You will see some anomalous or irregular forms on p. 44; these 
demand careful consideration, as they are often met with. 

We now come to the "NUMBERS" (p. 46). You will carefully commit to 
memory the forms us, &voEir, ovo, rp,is, and rfoaapES. It would be well to learn 
both the Cardinal and Ordinal Numbers as far as "twenty "-the others must also 
be learned at a future time, but may be passed over for the present as they are not 
of such frequent occurrence. You can, however, read them through, and we would 
likewise advise you to pay particular attention to the " Obs." on p. 47 and 49. 

The" PRONOUNS" are next in order. On p. 50 you will find them divided into 
their eight different classes, and this page, and the full declensions on the following 
pages up to 55 must be committed to memory. The remarks on the" Dialects of 
the Pronouns" (p. 55 and 56) are of no use for the New Testament, and may, 
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therefore, be altogether omitted. You will find considerable resemblances between 
the Cases of the Pronouns and those of the Nouns and Adjectives, and, by tracing 
them, you will imprint their forms on your memory. 

The Grammar contains all that is necessary for you to learn concerning the 
Pronouns at present, but, at a future period, we shall have a good deal to say 
respecting their various uses. 

We have reached now the most important part, viz., the VERBS. You are, 
of course, already acquainted with the definition of a Verb from A. & C., and also 
with their divisions into Active, Passive, and Neuter, Transitive and lnt.ransitive. 
If this is not quite fresh in your memory you may well refer to the whole of the 
remarks on pages 28 to 33 A. & C., and you will then proceed to carefully study 
(pages 57 to 68) the Voices, Moods, and Tenses, upon which we make the follow• 
ing notes:-

You will observe that the Greek Verb has not only an Active, and a Passive 
Voice, but also one peculiar to itself called" MIDDLE;" and when you come to the 
Paradigms you will find that this is similar (except the Aorists and Futures) in 
f01·m to the Passive. Its 8ignification is, however, sometimes Active, sometimes 
Passive, but properly speaking combines the power of both Voices in expressing 
the operation of the actor upon himself, as rinrroµa, I st?-ike myself. Indeed, in 
those instances where it seems to have an Active meaning it may generally be seen 
that this is immediately derived from the combination of the Active and Passive 
just mentioned, for example, {3ovX,voµa, I advise myself came to mean I deliberate. 
Many other delicate shades of signification must be deferred to the Syntax. The 
force of the Active and Passive Voices corresponds for the most part to the 
English. 

You will find on page 57 certain Verbs spoken of as "DEPONENT;" these 
have a Middle, or Passive form, and they are so called (from the Latin " Depono " 
I lay aside) because they lay aside that meaning which would naturally belong to 
them from their form, and take an Active or Neuter signification. 

The "0PTATIVE MooD," as you know, does not exist in English, and under it 
are included, what are called the "historical," or past Tenses of the Subjunctive 
Mood. (The Optative has a future, which we shall notice hereafter). The 
Optative and Subjunctive Mood are in their essence very much alike, differing 
merely in regard to time, as the Subjunctive sets forth the idea as being now 
p1·esent to the mind of the speaker, while the Optative places it in the past. More 
extended remarks upon the usage of these Moods we must defer for the present. 

The Indicafo,11, Imperative, and Infinitive, are generally the same as in 
English. 

You will find in the list of the Tenses a name to which you have not been 
accustomed in English, viz., "AORIST," which means the indefinite or unlimited 
tense, as you will find explained on page 63. This tense is very much used in 

-Greek, and for the most past corresponds to the simple "Past Tense " of English, 
as lrv,t,ii, I struck. 

The " PRESENT" corresponds to both the "Indefinite " and "Incomplete 
Present," A. &; C., thus, rv,rrw may be translated I strike or I am striking. 

The " IMPERFEC'.!" corresponds generally to what is called in A. & C., " The 
Past Incomplete," as frv,rrov, I rvas striking, and it may also be rendered, I d·id 
strike, or I used to strike. The "PERFECT" corresponds to the" Present complete." 
The" Pluperfect'' to the "Past complete." The "Future" to the " Indefinite" 
and "Incomplete Future.'' 

This is a short sketch of the meaning of the Tenses, their exact use will not be 
found to correspond in all points with the English Tenses we have named, and the 
differences we shall point out as we proceed. 

The "2nd Aorist," " 2nd Perfect," and "2nd Pluperfect," are the same in 
respect to time as the " lst," of which they are more ancient forms. The " 3rd 
Future," which exists only in the Middle Voice, is rarely met with, and is similar 
to the" Future complete" A. & C. J. L. & J.E. B. 

( To b8 continued.) 

P .S.-We shall be happy to correct exercises, either English or Greek. To 
enable us to advise beginners, it is essential that our correspondents should inform 
us of the exact extent of their knowledge of English Grammar. Address, J. L., 3, 
Avenue Road, Clapham, S.W., enclosing stamped envelope for reply. 
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PRODUCTIONS OF THE PRESS. 

171~ JVatchm.an at 1·~t. He is not on everything in a sad condition, but he went 
our walls now. His happy soul is beyond to the throne of grace, and he said, "O· 
the thorns of the wilderness. We· give God, I am Thine; make me a blessing to, 
the following note as it drops into our this town." That prayer was answered : 
hand :- one of the largest institutions in the world 

Our brother, B. Taylor, of Pulham St. was founded by him, as an orphan asylum 
Mar,r, says,-" Brotl1er Banks, I have just and many educational appendixes which 
received a valuable present from the widow still stand, as a monument to shew he not 
of the ·watchman on the Walls, namely only trusted in God, but gave himself to be 
':Reminiscences of the late William Gar~ the Lord's servant and almoner to many 
rard,' &c. I was much struck with the thousands of souls.-The increasing spirit 
style of binding, the paper, and the type; of contempt for Dissenters, manifested by 
a book of first-class workmanship, 200 pages, R' al· · d h 
and all, I find, for 2s. 6d, only. Cheap, in- it~ isdtI: a~'he oF:t er clergymb en,h!el fDu~ly 
deed! But this is not the best part of it. rev,;we 1!1 . .L• reeman; . ~t w I e is
The book itself is a most precious treasure sentIDg. mID1etere are so d1v1ded and so. 
high!~- _character!8tical of t~e old school; 1 censorious one toward another, is it likely 
contammg the nchest experience of one of: to· be any better? The clergy have
the most deeply exercised and tried of God's adopted all our plans for working. We 
living !amily. 0, how I wish all the Clmrches have set them the example, and now to. 
of. Christ,_ far and near, could see and read try to bury us in oblivion is not Christ
thIS prec10us boo!<, , God graBt we ma,r like. Let all who love the Lord and His 
ha:,-e many more l_ike it! I find the book IS Gospel unite together in prayer ·and prac-
prmted and published by Robert Banks, of • 1 · 
Racquet court, Fleet street, London. Flat- tica _enterprises, and ?ur numbers would 
tery I abhor, but, upon my word I cannot multiply, our prosperity would abound.
help saying I believe it excels all he has The Rock, and nearly all the papers are 
yet printed' and published. · It does him giving much prominence to Lord Ripon'11, 
much credit, and I hope will secure to him going over to Rome. Such is the blind
a large amount of worl<." ness of the nobility, generally speaking, to-

Memorials of the Life and Ministry of the ~esentials ~f . religio:n, of true vital 
Bernard Gilpin. .A. fine octavo, full of godlIDess, that 1t ~8 of little ?onsequence 
godly testimonies. Not yet cut open.- whether tbe:i: ar~ ID _Rome_ or ~n England .. 
Mr. Charles Bullock's Home Words gives !ntellectual 1dohz~t~on, s01entific antagon
" Statue of John Bunyan " and the pretti- ism, _externally br1ll1ant forms and cere
eet account of him we have yet seen.- mon!es, worldly. fortunes and _fleshly 
John Bunyan's Work on Antichrist and fash10ns, these thmgs1are_ overflowmg the• 
his Ruin is truly a deep piece of prophecy. whole of the peoples mmds; ~nd, ala~ ! 
For years we have desired to get it pub- the Comforter that should relieve us 18 
lished in a popular form, but the cramp far from us. . T_he. Goepel, as revea~ed 
prevents. Letters reach us fully proving from heaven, ~a still ID exi~t~nce, but wit~ 
that the rising men, as they are called, and ~o ma~y exactions ~nd add, t1ons of man 1 
others beside, are verging toward the mve_nt10ne, that ne1th~r t~e Apostle~ ~or 
Pliable system; we cannot go with them; Pur1~a~s 1;,o.uld own 1t.- The Chr1st11m, 
they are as bitter as the Pharisees of old; ~hyew1an. ID (!ld Jonathan for <?ct?ber· 
we never shall bow down to them.-"Over 1s 9: beautiful hfe.-Of all the per10d1cals, 
the Hille Homeward" in Ou.- Own Fire- which prese~t the?'selves at our ta~le !1ot1 

side points us to the speedy departure to one. comes m with so much d1gmty,. 
another country. We have seen the flight vai;1ety, a~d nat,ural beauty ,as does ~r .. 
of multitudes. If in Christ we live and Shirley H1~berd a Gardeners !'{agazine., 
die, with Him we shall rise and reign for T~ the frmt and flower-gro:wi~g world· 
ever. Amen.-August Hermann Francke, !his ta!(, full-grown, and flour1~hmg p~per
his Faith, and hie Orphan-house at Hallo, IS a desirable source o~ uee~u~ IDsti:uct10n., 
in Saxony is as shewn up in Sword and Robert Moffatt. His m1ss10n, hfe, and 
Trowel fo; O~tober, "One of the Greatest histo~f is ~eautifull,r told in the "Day of 
Wonders of the Christian World." Her- Daye, which also g1~es us excellent coun-• 
mann Francke was born at Lubeck in eel of almost every kmd. 
1663. After bis own fatherless life had Baptism: Are we right? By Rev . .A.. 
reached manhood he entered the little H. R. Hebden. Mr. Baxter might read' 
city of Halle in 1692, to become the pas- this with some benefit. While ·some 
tor of a Protestant Church. He found learned editors are trying to write us. 
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Baptiste down, clergymen are discovering the step taken : and I pray that any who 
we are right, and come out on our side,,. , may have followed my example will re-

New 01,ild's Own Hymn Book. Edited member that I thus publicly retrace my 
by John Ourwen; published at8 Warwick steps, and show the example, as I believe 
lane, E.O. A shilling and penny edition : it, according to the mind of Christ." 
of these Hymns are well produced. A We have always been perplexed to know 
two-penny edition of Biographical Notes of, bow any intelligent and decided believer 
the Child's Own Hymn Book sbewe us in Christ and His Gospel ever could unite 
who and what the writers were. in the religious ceremonies of this new 

Protestantism. A Pro-Cathedral a big e":terp~ise .. It has the appearance of being 
b 1 k. 1 h 1 ' d, Ritualism m another form. Is not Satan 

arn- oo mgp ace, as been recent yopene f th d · · th t' · h 
in Brighton. The zeal of the Minister of gone or eceivi':'g e na 10n wit an 
Sussex street Baptist Chapel, W. Poole I awfully overwhelmmg power? 
Balfern, has been powerfully moved; and Mr. ~homas Stringer's ~ew edition _of 
he has delivered and published a "Protest _ne Voice of Melody; or, l',ongs of P,:a!se, 
against England being Romanized.'' His is a n:at 3:n~ valuable book! contammg 
descriptions are telling his denunciations over 4o0 or1gmal hymns of his own corn
are solemn. For thre~ half-penny stamps position. It is a ga_rland of modern, yet 
it can be had post free from the truthful ~nd e~erimental heart hymno
Author at Brighton.-Mr. Archibald G. logy. Prmted m D?W, bold type on excel. 
Brown has also issued a strong exposition lent paper, substantially bound (by Robert 
of the wickedness of priestly delusions, in Banks), and, for thousands of the poor_ of 
a Sermon headed, " Godly Priesthood v. the flock wou}d be a profitable compamon 
Man's Priestcraft." It can be had of F. to Dr. Wattss Psalms and Hymns. 
Davis, Chapterhouse court, St. Paul's. A Journey wit!, Elf:jal,, not read yet.-

TI, Old p, ths. WI, F. k TI, 1 Verses, by a silent Reader.-Tl,e Rock 
e a · Y orsa e em · d t d I th t " th This pamphlet ( to be had of Macintosh, correspon en B e_c are a. e money 

24 Paternoster row) proves that the and troub~e ~pent m _preparmg young men 
B '. · h d · B' 1 · · ul for the mirustry might have been much 
. ritis an Foreign ib e Societycirc ate b tt 1 d "b t tb · f 11 
Roman Catholic Versions of the Bible. e er emp oye , u e mama or co ege 
It i.s high time that we became aware of students h~s overtu~ned the. Churches; 
the fact, that the first human institution hence, . while . collegiates s:nni, others. 
· th ld · · th ta must smk, until the Lord arises to plead 
m e wor is_ sowmg . e res amo":g His own cause.-"Our help is in God 
!~e 1:heat.? Will subscribers allow this alone." So says George Miiller, in his last 

Y nger . report. During forty years over half a mil
Mr. Henry Varley's Withdrawal from lion of money has been given him, still, at 

, the Good Templara. Thi~ pen~;r pa~phlet times, for days his outgoings are so much 
has been sent to us. Of his umtmg himself beyond the incomings, that he is obliged 
to their order, and ~is leaving it, he I to cry fervently unto the Lord, who has 
says:-" Though done ignorantly, I feel I never failed him. What a daily witness 
it was sinful to join the movement, and I that our God hears and answers prayers, 
have sought my Father's forgiveness for We cannot notice others yet. 

PRAISE FOR REDEMPTION. 

LORD, we are sinners, quite undone 
And ruined in the fall ; 

But boundless grace doth raise us higher 
Than we were before we fell. 

Lord, the sufferings Thou didst bare, 
No angel's tol!gue can tell, 

To save a fallen sinful race, 
To bring to heaven to dwell. 

Lord, what can we render to Thy name, 
For love so rich and free, 

September 2nd, 1874. 

That saves a fallen race from shame, 
To all eternity? 

Lord, to be with Thee where Thou art, 
Thou hast declared they shall ; 

And in my triumphs share a part, 
Thy boundless love to swell. 

Now to the Father's boundless love, 
And Christ, our risen Lord, 

And for the Spirit's qnick'ning pow'r, 
Be their clear names adored. 

T. W. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
HEAVEN'S COMMAND TO PREACH 

THE GOSPEL. 
BY RICHARD TURNER, OF NETHERTON. 

many seals to my bumble ministry in the 
conversion of sinne1-s and the comforting of 
saints at Willenhall and other places. 

I was at Brosely on Sunday last. 0 how 
the Word was blest to the people. The dea
cons, as well as the people, told me God bad 
blessed the Word to their souls, and my 
reely was "Give God the glory." These 
thmgs are encouraging to a poor humble 
instrument like me to go on. All I want to 
live for is to exalt my Lord Christ. 

You quote our baptizing as though it 
took place at Netherton. There is no place 
for truth here. It was at Willenhall. I am 
the father of the boy you met with at W ol
vcrhampton some years B!1,"0, and printed the 
sermon you heqrd him preach.-Yours in 
Chri~t, RICHARD TURNER. 

[Little Johnny Turner, like many more, 
when we had helped him up, ran off into a 
broader field.-ED.] 

DEAR BANKS,-! send you outline of my 
e~l)eriencee, as regards my conversion and 
call to the ministry. I was brought up 
among the Unitarians, but, in the pro
vidence of God, I was removed from 
home to Netherton, and went the first 
Sahbath I was here to the Baptist chapel· 
heard the minister there; was so pleased with 
what he said that I went ag·aiu; then I 
made it my home, so far as regards chapel
going., I heard the minister, as I thought, 
better and better. His name was Robert 
Hall. After I bad sat under his ministry 
about three years, he preached one morning 
from Psalm ciii.-'' The Lord is merciful and 
gracious; slow to anger, and plenteous in 
mercv." The arrow of conviction stuck 
fust in my soul. For nine months I felt 
the most wretched of all men; and when 
the holy law of God came into my soul, I "WHY IS THE HOUSE OF GOD 
was so miserable that I did not know what FORSAKEN ? " 
to do with myself. J wished I had been a KENT.-From various recent visits into 
·dog, or a bird, or a beast, or anything but a this fruitful garden of England, many notes 
man having a soul that must live for ever; can be given, when a corner can be spared. 
-and lost I thought I must be. I resolved Here is a little railway sketch,-" Tunbridge 
to make away with myself. Thank God, I Wells, Sept. 29, 1874. Once more have 
was kept from that. I went out of my visited poor Rehoboth, built above twenty 
'work six or seven times a day to go to try years since, when Henry Ca,T was the 
to pray, and my fellow-workmen asked me anxious deacon, and that loveable brother, 
if I was going out of my mind. One day Thomas Edwards, was the accepted pastor. 
I went out to pray, and cried, "Lord, I will Things we never thought of do come_ to 
give up if Thou dost not appear for me." .All pass in this beautiful but sin-disturbed 
glory to His name, He did appear; and a world. Hence, after Thomas Edwards bad 
glorious appearance it was; He spoke pardon confeased his faith in the Gospel and in the 
to my soul. I felt Christ so precious and ordinances of the New Testament; after be 
sweet that I was enabled to rejoice in Him had been baptized and bad baptized manv ; 
88 my Saviour. After this I gave myself up after he had been ordained as a decided 
to reading my Bible nights and mornings; I Baptist minister; after he bad allowed his 
and in the summer used to go out into the friends to build for him a new Rehoboth 
fields and under the hedges, reading and Baptist chapel; after all1 and more than 
thinking. all this, Thomas Edwaras renounced be-

I bad been baptized about two years when Jievers' baptism, left poor Rehoboth to shift 
I enjoyed one blessed season under a hedge for herself, ascended St. John's road, and there 
where I had been reading and praying. erected his Salem and his sacred tent; and 
These words came with power into my there for eight years bas be continued 
soul-" Go, stand in the temple, and speak preaching the Gospel of the grace of God 
all the words of this life." About nine without any baptistry, or baptizing service. 
months after this, one of the deacons of the There is a large, a respectable, and ex
Church sent me a note, about six o'clock at perimental class of people who do not see 
night, saying I was expected to preach that the ordinance of baptism. They talk of it 
night at seven o'clock at the chapel. O, as a carnal matter. They are spiritual, 
what fear and trembling took hold of me; and will not stoop to such a fleshly cere
my knees smote together, but in the strength mony. So they talk, so they act. We look 
of the Lord I went and spoke from those on and wonder. They look on us with con
words-" Christ is all and in all." I told tempt. And as 'all manner of sin and 
them what He had done for me, a poor sin- blasphemy is to be forgiven unto men,' 
ner, lost to all self-help and all self-hope; so it is possible that this denial of baptism 
but He bad saved me. After that they told will be forgiven, and in those more pure and 
me I might go out anywhere when called. perfect regions of heavenly light and God
When I had been to one place and then like love, all these Salem and Rehoboth dis
another, other places opened, and I soon tinctions will be left behind; and in the re
found every Sabbath engaged through the flectinf!,', attracting, and assimilating glories 
year. Glory be to God, He has given me of the Person and kingdom of Him who will 
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then be Lord of lord and King of king, we shall 
only remP.mber the imperfections of the way, 
as so many stimulants to strengthen our 
songs of praise unto Him who will then 
have completely made us kings and priests 
with Him; not to reign under the Hunting
tonian or Philpotion banner, but under the 
blessed government of the Great 'All in all.' 
When I reached Tunbridge Wells, last Sa
turday evening, I felt a desire to call and 
see our brother Thomas Edwards, but a 
deeper desire to reach the end of my journey, 
ond to get some quiet corner, where I mi!j"ht 
listen to the whispering, warning, and wm
ing words of the blessed Teacher, caused me 
to get into a basket and roll off through Pem
bury, ou to Matfield Green. There I found 
good deacon Arthur Etheridge, who intro
duced me to Mr. and Mrs. Huggett, where 
every domestic kindness and Christian cha
rity was shown me. As soon as I could sit 
down in my comfortable bedroom, I opened 
the Bible direct on the sentence, ' Why is 
the house of God forsaken? ' That sentence 
ran right into my soul. I felt certain it 
was to be my first text in M atfield Green 
Baptist chapel. The next morning I thought 
of Nehemiah, as in some measure typical of 
our Divine Tirshatha, then of the place, 
the house of God; the weighty question, 
'Why is the house of God forsaken ?' Ah ! 
why ? last of all, the work to which N ehe
miah devoted himself and !l'athered men to
gether and set them in their place. Blessed 
he the Lord Jesus, the God of all grace, and 
the Eternal Comforter, he did gather the 
people together. And during all the four 
pub1ic services in which I ;vas engaged, I 
felt no coldness nor hondage in my soul, no 
hardness in my heart, no fear of death or 
of being ell.St away. I spoke four times 
with warmth, and a well-spring of thought 
and utterance. No one contemned or re
proved me. All were tender and kind. I 
know they are a spiritual people, and pray 
our Lord God to send them a real, devoted, 
and decided Nehemiah, to build them up, and 
to he a blessing unto them. This 29th of 
Sept. I joggled off in a country van to 
Tunbridge Wells; went to Rehoboth, and 
now, if the mercies of God will keep me, 
I seek my London home, which is 9, Banbury 
Road, South Hackney.'' 

MR. THOMAS BRADBURY'S FARE
WELL AT BARROW HILL. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS AND THE 
CHURCHES OF JESUS CHRIST,-Friday, 
August 28, 1874, was a high day (to many 
a sorrowful one), long to he remembered at 
Barrow hill, Chesterfield, when Mr. Thomas 
Bradbury took a farewell leave of his people 
over whom he had presided, in the work of 
the mini3try, for the last seven years and 
nine months. The people were determined 
once more to give substantial proof of their 
attachment to their minister in the presenta
tion of a gold watch and chain ( costing 
.£20), being the third, at least substantial 
token of the estimation In which Mr. B. is 
held in the Gospel. 

The dny~cholars were not behind in 

1 giving marked proof of their juvenile appre
ciation of Mr. B's. notice of them; for he 
often sought to promote their pleasure and 
progress as best he could in perfect keeping 
with his pastoral over the Church; they 
subscribed and presented him with a beauti
ful writing-desk. 

A substantial tea was served to a respect
able company, at which Mr. B. was nearly 
all the time distributing copies of the " Re
port of the Leicester Conference." 

At half-past six a large number assembled 
to hear addresses from Messrs. Bradbury, 
Straton, Rollestone, Battersby, Harper 
(Editor of Gilead), and Noyes, ofDundalk, 
ireland. A precious hymn was sunJI,"; Mr. 
Bradbury read the Scripture; Mr. Rollestone 
offered up prayer in a humble, simple, and 
comprehensive manner, adoring the covenant 
God of Israel, and commending pastor and 
people to the care of the Chief 8hepherd. 

Mr. W. Brown, one of the congregation, 
then stepped on to the platform as the bearer 
of the presentation, handing it to J. Camp
bell, Esq., mining engineer (chairman), and, 
in appropriate words, alluded to the fact of 
Mr. B's. leaving, the time he had been over 
the Church, and the pleasure it gave him 
and others in remembering the fact tliat the 
pastor had been faithful with the Word; but 
God was a Sovereign, and, in removing him, 
hoped that the divine blessing would attend 
him; that God might send a man in his 
place to preach the truth. 

The chairman said, "Ladies and gentle
men, You must be aware of the object that 
has brought us together: it is an object of 
joy and sorrow. Mr. B. is going to London, 
and we all shall he glad to hear of his suc
cess. He has been and is characterised 
for much zeal and earnestness; and the 
congregation and teachers have purchased 
this beautiful watch and chain as a presenta
tion in sympathy with him in this removal." 
The chairman then made the presentation of 
a gold watch and chain, in the name of the 
congregation, to Mr. B. on hb leaving Bar
row hill for London. 

Mr. B. rose and said, "My dear friends,
! don't know what to say, I have got to a 
dead stop, and I sometimes do get there in 
the wilderness ; but the Lord has never for
saken me during those seven years and nine 
months that I bave been endeavouring to. 
set forth His truth. I have, notwithstand
ing, laboured in this place against wind and 
tide, against those who, with their tongues, 
would have stopped the proclamation of the 
Word; but God ha.• stopped their mouths. 
My prayer is that He may teach tl1em 
aright in this matter. I well remember 
dear Robinson saying, ' For eleven long 
years I prayed that God would send the 
Gospel to Barrow hill, and I know you are 
the man.' My testimony from that day to 
this, it is my joy and privileg·e to say, has 
been the testimony of God. I will take 
t'1is gift as a token of your love and for 
Christ's sake. My going away is perfectly 
clear before me as of the Lord. When the 
people, wherever I have gone, have said, 

Come up, come up,' who was I that I 



34-2 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, 

should withstand God? Mr. Rolleston once 
put R 'l\'Rtch intomvhand,e.ndsaid,' Whenever 
vou look at that remember me to the King; ' 
and, whenever I look at this, I hope to re
mem her you to the King; and, as a dear 
lady friend once said to me, 

11 Tell Him when you see His fRce, 
I ~~•ant to ,me Rim too." 

Mr. Battersbv, of Sheffield, thennddressed 
the meeting. He appeared in fine harness 
and Gospel trim for much onslaught upon 
everything and anything t!1at stood opposed 
to the honour of Hi• g)onous Master. He 
referred to the joy and sorrow such sea8ons 
produced between ministers and people. He 
knew it experimentally; he had had to part 
from Joying peoples more than once or twice. 
Mr. B. will have sorrow in his heart, and 
some of the people too, and they may say, 
" The past bath been blest, and, for the fu
ture, good luck to you and them in the best 
sense." Those were the words of good old 
-O'Leary's, when he put his hand on Mr. B's. 
youthful head, and said that he would be a 
preacher some day. Those words and the 
people's testimony in their hearts have proved 
you to have had an ordination of the right 
sort. Mr. B. has preached to you dear 
friends, the whole Gospel of God, and now 
he must commend you to God, and he may 
sav that while he ha! coveted no man's silver 
·oi gold, yet he has got it (holding up the 
.presentation). We are going to recognise 
him in London, and I will tell the people to 
give him plenty of it. Mr. B. is going to 
leave Barrow hill. Paul told the people fuey 
would see his face no more, but forewarned 
them what characters should come after; and 
God only knows what's in store for you. You 
will ha,e to deal with the black and white 
den! and all sorts of flatterers; but it is a 
grand thing not to be moved by these things; 
to be kept immoveable by the grace of God 
which can always keep us. As Solomon was 
chosen to build the house of the Lord, so 
you may see the same thing done in Mr. B's. 
g-oing to that great city. There may be a 
great deal of difference between ML B. and 
the man who may come after. Mr. Battersby, 
with much spirited eloquence, dragged the 
Papacy in to the arena, and showed himself 
thoroughly master in the contest. He asked 
what was Ritualism? Popery, was the re
ply. What was trlUlsubstantia~on? Th_e 
directly opposite of what was claimed for 1t 
to oo. Mr. Battersby rose to a climax in a 
joyful theme, levelling the material altar to 
its mother earth, by saying that we have 
only one Altar and that it was in heaven, in 
the person of Christ Jesus the Lord. The 
real presence, be contended, was that only 
of the presence of God in the soul, and not 
on the material table. After truthfully and 
intelligently dusting the Romish dogmas 
about, he descended to the Arminian theory, 
which was one of" do, do." He told those 
who told him to "do" to do it themselves. 
He brought forth their opposition to what 
was called Calvinism and those who held 
those views said to be Calvin's; whilst no
thing was known personally of Calvin ; yet 

certainly he was about the greatest writer 
and reMoner of his age, and his opponents 
in the present day were among the flnt to 
enrich their works from Calvin's. Mr. 
Battenby concluded by saying that the Gos
pel made us walk, and not talk and cry "do, 
do." He hoped God would send a man of 
the right sort; asking the people ii they had 
prayed about the matter. 

Mr. Straton, rector of Aylestone, Leicester
shire, then spoke in a wise and fatherly way; 
he gave words of wisdom. He agreed that 
this occasion was one of joy and sorrow; but 
it was God's work in the removal of minis
ters. Wal king, as Christ did, in the midst 
of the seven Churches, all ministers were in 
His hands, even to the removal of the candle
sticks in the midst of His Churches. Mr. 
B. did not seek the appointment, the people 
sought him, so you must make up your 
minds to the loss, that you may better be in 
a position to receive the blessing that will 
arise out of this dispensation, if in accord
ance with the divine will, or for the trial of 
your faith. Mr. Straton reminded the people 
that the Church of Christ was, at present, 
being tested by opposite influences, but she 
must resist them, and God would go forth 
with His truth until the feet of His people 
should stand on the land of Canaan, the land 
of eternal separation. 

Mr. Noyes, curate of Dundalk, Ireland, 
thought this was a very solemn time, and re
ferred to the time when he was destitute, as a 
sinnerJofany saving knowledge of Christ. He 
adorea. the mysterious nature of the provi
dence of God that had brought him there to 
Mr. B's. farewell meeting, and in the re
moval of a minister God only knew what 
WM in store ; but the Gospel is to be pro
claimed to the different nations. The Lord 
has various uses for His people, yet the 
candlestick might sometimes be.removed out 
of its place. Mr. Noyes referred to his own 
life as a minister in Ireland, attended as it 
was with so much opposition to the truth 
and worship of God, and that His Bible was 
almost another Book to him. The passage 
now on his mind was " They that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another," &c. The 
Lord knew all about Mr. B's going away. 

Mr. Harper, Editor of Gilead, begf!"ed to 
read a portion of Scripture, which he did, out 
of Acts xx. After referring to the people 
going about, as so many did, to build up 
their different notions, he truthfully and 
seriously thought most of the reality and 
importance of true religion, quoting Hart's 
important lines,-

" True rel1glon's more than notion; 
Something must he known and felt." 

We live in a land of enemies, where it.is seen 
there was no room for Christ in the inn of 
men's souls, Ministers with real essential 
qualifications, with earnestness, were the 
men wanted to cope with all that was sought 
to be set up in the place of Christ. The 
people sought to be religious to be seen; and 
not over religious either. Your minister is 
going away; you, who call him your spiritual 
father, remember him every Sunday you 
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come here. Mr. Harper made an allusion 
to death which puts an end to all these lower 
1eenes, and winds all up for an entrance 
into brighter ones than can be known down 
here. 

We noticed the Editor of Gilead to be 
serious, experimental, truthful,_ and to the 
point. If God keeps him, RB He appears to 
do at present1 consistent and truthful, he 
will make a spiritual man of no mean order. 
Such men1 whose learning is savoured with 
the salt 01 the covenant, are useful, in
structive, and a marvellous blessing to the day 
and generation in which they live and move. 

Mr. Rolleston was called to wind up the 
1ivening, which he did with marvellou• and 
telling effect. That godly vicar gave us to 
understand he was no platform man1 but 
when called to speak thereon, he Blways 
liked a passage of Scripture as a basis for 
his remarks. He said he had been thinking 
about the occasion of their meeting together, 
and the passage that speaks ot the wise 
master builder might be applied to Mr. 
Bradbury. Here the speaker was at home 
in a joyful theme. Ample •Cl>pe was 
opened out to him in the existence and 
reality of the various foundations of Zion. 
Previous to entering upon his theme, he 
remarked he was thankful that Mr. Brad
bury was going away, whilst he was aware 
it would be sorrow to the people ; yet he 
hoped God would bless him. His being 
called away was perfectly clear, for wherever 
he had been he found Mr. Bradbury was 
truly acceptable, which was proved by the 
congregations whenever he supplied. Mr. 
Rolleston then entered upon his text; but 
being put to inconvenience for space and 
light1 we regret only very imperfect notes 
coula be taken of his sublime and choice 
address. Mr. Rolleston shewed that the 
foundation had not only been laid, but the gold 
had been built thereon. Christ was God's 
choice, and the foundation God had laid in 
Zion. Then there was the legal foundation 
of His righteousness; and remarked that 
he loved that aspect of the foundation, the 
righteousness of God-a righteousness be
yond that of angels. Here the speaker 
;rose to a lofty and magnificent flame, mani
festing that apart from that glorious truth he 
had no hope of salvation. Thirdly, there 
was the foundation of testimony; the 
foundation of the apostle~ and prophets; 
then there was the testimony in the 
hearts of the people, which was their source 
of confidence, evidenced out by divine love. 
The sinner must come through Christ, and 
then his works will be accepted. I love the 
order, "I will and they shall." There is a 
deal of show in the present day in the 
Churches but whatsoever is so is of the 
flesh. " Foolilhness is bound up in the heart 
of a child, but the rod of correction will 
drive it out." After thanks had been duly 
tendered to the ladies, chairman, and speakers, 
and the doxology sung, we closed the bright
est meeting ever held at Barrow Hill, and 
there have been a few. To God be all the 
glory. Yours in the Lord W. B. 

Whittington, Chesterfield, Sept. 9, 1874. 

CARLTON, BED S.-On Tuesday, 
Sept. 22, the anniversary services were 
holden to celebrate the lint yenr of Mr. 
Jull's pastorate, when in the afternoon we 
were favoured with a good congregation to 
listen with great attention to a sermon by 
Mr. Atkinson, from 1 Pet. v. 10-" The 
God of all grace "-which was delivered in 
much power of the Holy Ghost, and heard 
with much spiritual profit. At the close of 
the service, Mr. Atkinson was entrusted, 
on the behalf of the Church and congrega
tion, to present to the pastor, on the event of 
his marriage, as an expres.•ion of their 
esteem and regard, a very useful and valuable 
time-piece, which had been subscribed for 
by the friends in his absence in a most 
cheerful and spontaneous manner. The 
following is the inscription: " Presented to 
Mr. Juli, the pastor, as a token of respect 
and j)Steem on his marriage, by the friends 
and members of the Baptist Meeting, 
Carlton, Beds., Aug. 20, 1874." Mr. 
Atkinson, in a few suitable words, said, There 
was something in that which money could 
not buy, which was, the motive which 
prompted this to be done-love to the 
minister-he was delighted to see existing 
among them. The pastor, in acknowledging 
the present, said, He felt grateful to the 
Lord for the spiritual blessing that had been 
realised among them, and that was the 
secret of this valued pre.•ent. He felt 
honoured that day to receive from them, 
the Lord's children, such a gift, prompted 
by such motives. He trusted it would tend 
to bind each other more closely to labour 
together to further the interests of Zion. 
A good company partook of tea. Mr. 
Atkinson again spoke in the evening to a 
full house from "By grace are ye saved." 
Noticing it was, 1, Distinguishing; 2, Ele
vatini.; 3. Ennobling. It was a very re
freshing season to those who were there; 
many retired home, thanking the Lord for 
the services they had attended. How pre
cious to the saints are tbe courts and ordi
nances of His house when He is there to 
bless the Word and shed forth His power in 
in the ministry thereof. 

NORBITON,KINGSTON,-Died, Mon
day, May 25, 1874, Mary Croucher, wife 
of James Croucher. She was at chapel 
morning and evening, Sunday, 17th. We 
were members of Zoar chapel, Brick lane. 
The day she died was our anniversary. :II r. 
String·er preached afternoon and evening 
on 17th. She expected to be at the anni
versary and assist in waiting on the friends 
at tea. Her afiliction was very dreadful at 
intervals, and the last few hours the noise 
and groans were painful. Her head was 
deranged. She was called young, not only 
to know something of herself, but to know 
Christ died for her. She tirst became a 
member of the Church in London under 
John Stevens, about 1839. She wa.s a mem
ber of that Church when Mr. Stevens died. 
If her salvation depended on how she died 
we should have uo hope of he;r. We have 
nothing co say about how she lived ; they 
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that knew her are satisfied about her man
ner of life. She was blessed with a good 
understanding of the Scriptures : and the 
Bible was her chief book. She read Dr. 
Gill; was fond of his Body of Divinity and 
Mr. Well's Sermons, and Mr. Foreman's 
on Duty-Faith. J. CROUCHER. 

LONDON ITINERANT BAPTIST 
MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION 

Thursday Sept. 10, tea and public meetings 
were held in Little Alie street chapel, Mr. P. 
Dickerson (president of the Association) 
being· unable through illness to attend, Mr. 
J. H. Dearsly of Dalston, occupied the 
chair, prayer was offered by brother Beddow. 

The chairman briefly introduced the 
business of the evening, and requested the 
secretary to read the report; which told of the 
increase in the number of members during 
the year, and the gatherin/? of some Baptists 
in the " Public Hall,' Oxford Road, 
W althamstow, where the brethren have been 
preaching on each Sabbath day, from the 
beginning of this year; the attendance is good, 
and a Strict Baptist Church is about to be 
formed there. An attempt has been made to 
gather a congregation in a suitable room 
at 102, Stamford street, Blackfriars road ( no 
Baptist cause being near there). On each 
Sabbath day since June 3, 1he Gospel has 
been preached there by the brethren under 
discouraging circumstances, the attendance 
being small. 

In the school room of the female Orphan 
Home, Rickmansworth, under the superin
tendence of a mother in Israel, Mrs. Luscom beil 
the brethren on each Sabbath day since Apr· 
last, have ministered there, not only to the 
orphans, but a number of the residents in the 
town attend the services; we hope the seed 
thus sown will, by God's blessing, produce 
encouraging results. 

The meeting was addressed by brethren 
Woodard, Styles, Langford, Chipchase, 
Hudson and J. E. Grav. A good company 
was present both at the· tea and at the public 
meeting. 

M R. D E N S H A M 'S A N D M R. 
HASLERIGG'S LETTERS. 

NOTTING HILL.-We receive" Thought
ful" with considerable care. Mr. Densham's 
reference to the paper I containing the theory 
of " degrees of glory,' we have read. During 
the summer our journeys and much pulpit 
work occasioned the insertion of some things 
which we acknowledge ought never to have 
appeared. Correspondents have furnished 
able papers on the subject : their appearance 
in our pages will be useful. " The Denial 
of the Eternal Sonship " never belonged 
to us. We hold the eternity of the Son 
of God, the Christ of God, the co-equal 
and co-eternal Ancient of Days, who lays 
in the bosom of the Father, who" was set 
up from everlasting "-we repeat, em
phatically, we bold thi.• as one of the 
holiest and most certain articles of our faith : 
" as O~e with the Father" from all eternity 
was He re,•ealed in our soul on that happy 
day when the Spirit of the Eternal God shone 

within and spoke borne with power," nnd 
Christ shall give you light." And from that 
believing knowledg·e ol Him we have never 

· been removed; and, by divine gTace uphold-
ing us, we affirm it is impossible to turn 
us. We have been in this matter, as in mnnl 
others, falsely accused. l\'lr. Densham s 
reference to Plymou tl1 we hnve also had laid 
before us again and again. No one can enter 
into our feelings as regards the whole histor,1: 
of that matter. But we can only wait until 
God shall Himself plead His own cause. 
Awfully solemn is the fact, that in the pulpits 
of our land men appear to be almost every
where against the good, the glorious, the 
heaven-revealed Gospel of God. "Thought
ful" wishes for our review of Mr. Hazlerigg's 
Letter. We will consider. It certainly is 
time to be careful how we sanction ministers, 
until we are satisfied. "The Holy Ghost 
speaketh in them." 

MINISTERS MADE ON PURPOSE. 
BELOVED BROTHER BANKS.-! have 

just received a letter from dear brother John 
Barn ber, with account of his reception 
meeting at Sandhurst in Victoria. There you 
have many spiritual lovers and readers. 

Our brother became very ill here. Doctor 
said he must go inland: therefore we gave 
up the idea of his going to the Hunter district, 
Newcastle, by the sea. I advised him to go 
to Eaglehawk, Sandhurstl a town one hun
dred miles inland from Me bourne. 

The Church in that place was visited by 
me many years, and reformed more than six 
years ago, when sixteen ex-Presbyterians 
were baptized by me within about a month ; 
and a substantial chapel was built. Since then 
they have pa.ssed through much trial from 
many causes. When they got my letter, com
mending my dear little brother to them, they 
were ready to faint, and give up. In this 
extremity the Lord appeared; restored our 
brother to health, and made him the means of 
much blessing to them. They have again 
taken down their silent harps, and have 
commenced the Lord's songs in the midst 
of Jerusalem: How marvellous are Thy 
ways, 0 our Lord ; bow kind are all Thy 
designs toward the people of Thy love. After 
due and prayerful coilSlderation, they invited 
our brother to stay, and then held meetings 
to welcome his residence and. ministry in 
their midst. Congregations of 200 and 300 
people of our order are not very frequent in 
these ends of the earth, therefore you will 
rejoice in this prosperity, given of the Lord 
our God, to His poor tried people among the 
hunters after the trea~ures hid in the earth. 
You will not fail to pray that many may 
find much gold well tried by fire. 

I feel afraid to say to you, send good 
brothers out to us who will preach Jesus to 
the poor, yet I pray the Lord to send them. 
We think the Lord must make up men on 
pulJlose for this work. No great big men 
would do ; their importance would smother 
them. No shiftless gentlemen would do; 
their dignity would slay them. No amphibious 
mongrels would do ; their indecision would 
make tl1em obnoxious to all honest Calvinists 
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nod Arminians too. No crafty squinter nt 
pockets would do; feeling hearts would despise 
them. No rude unkind insulter of sensitive 
mirids would do; sympathising souls would 
flee from them. No domineering lord would 
do· the people would disdain their authority. 
N ~ lazy ignoramus would do; the people 
would see tlie emptiness. We wautmen who 
are nothing, yet are full of the .h?l_y excel
lencies of the Lord Jesus, full of fmth and of 
the Holy Ghost; which makes a man the 
highest style of a man, and the most refined 
_gentleman, in the best sense. I can only say, 
Lord make them here on the spot, or make 
them in and send them from, England : in 
either c~e they must tell us how He did it. 
Again I re'main your brother in Jesus, 

DANIEL ALLEN. 
Sydney June 6th, 1874. 

LONDON ROAD.-MR. T. STRINGER'S 
NEW CHAPEL. - William Huntington, 
in a letter to a friend, speaks of three 
chapels he built in the county, and was 
turned out of them all. His "Providence" 
was twice set fire to, and at last was 
burned down; then Grub street was the 
only place the friends could find to meet in 
until the new " Providence" was erected. 
Strong enmity has always raged against 
ministers who hold fast the form of sound 
words, with a divine power attending the 
same. We have had some sorrowful moves 
during the last twenty years; and even now, 
in taking pas.session of Speldhurst road 
chapel we incur heavy responsibilities. 
But m'ost certainly the matter was laid upon 
us, and unto the Lord must we look for 
His help and blessing. Mr. Carpenter has 
been obliged to leave Squirries street, and 
Mr. Steed takes his stand in Mr. Stringer's 
pulpit, in Wellesley street, Stepney; while 
Mr. Stringer has removed to Earl street 
chapel, London road, Southwark. We 
attended his opening meeting on Tuesday 
evening, Sept. 29, 1874. A crowded as
semby of sincere friends showed that bro
ther Thomas Stringer enjoys the confidence 
and high regards of many decided hiends. 
The chapel has been thoroughly and hand
somely renovated and repaired by our 
valuable friend, Mr. Richard Minton. It 
confers upon him much credit for taste and 

·ability. And now we must pray for four 
most important requisites: 1. That the 
Lord will be pleased to spare brother 
Stringer's life, and abundantly bless his 
minisn·y to hundreds of precious souls. 
2. That the chapel may be constantly filled 
with those friends who are either seeking 
after, or rejoicing in, the salvation of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 3. That a happy, united, 
and J'rosperous Church be therein estab
lishe ; and lastly, if possible, a good Sunday 
school be added to the whole. After Messrs. 
Stringer, G. Webb, and J. S. Anderson had 
preached the inaugural sermons, and after a 
host of friends had enjoyed a good cup of 
ten, Charles Spencer, Esq., opened the public 
meeting· by reading, 

"God moves tn a. mysterious way," 

George Baldwin pleaded in prayer. Thomas 
Stringer detailed the hiatory of the re
movaf; showed how nobly bis beloved wife's 
futher and brother, Messrs. Lynn and Son, 
had come forward and procured the lease of 
the chapel; and how be hoped the Lord 
would now preserve and prosper him in the 
work. A new edition of Mr. Stringer's 
Hvmn Book bas been beautifully printed; 
and he hoped many Churches will adopt and 
use it. Messrs. Cornwell, C. W. Banks, 
Thomas Jones, R. A. Lawrence, G. Webb, 
A. Baker R. G. Edwards, S. Kevan, and 
others add~essed the meeting, all in accepta
ble words. 

REFORM IN OUR PUBLIC 
MEETINGS. 

MR. H. HALL'S PASTORATE AT 
CLAPHAM. 

At Ebenezer in Wirtemberg street, the 
Church and co~gregation held thanksgiving 
services on October 6. Mr. Anderson 
preached in the afternoon. yr~ were glad to 
find Arminianism, duty-faithism, no low
Calvinism met with the least countenance 
from Mr. Anderson. After a good tea, 
punctually, at 6.30, the pastor of Ebenezer 
announced with much regret that Mr. Spen
cer could not come through domestic afflic
tion. Mr. Ponsford was absent through in
disposition. The chapel was comfortably 
filled with friends. 

By the general tone of the meeting, we 
concluded Mr. Hall dwelt in the affections of 
a truth loving people; which, after a pastor
ate of seventeen years, fulfilled under the 
difficulties of a commercial life, must be 
gratifying to him. The ft:iends w~ have also 
learnt has just presented hIS son ~th a noble 
appreciation of their ~steem fo: ~m, and of 
his services in conducting the smgmg. Mr. 
Hall gave out a harvest hymn, read Psalm 
!xv. and offered prayer, and then said the 
meeting was for thanksgiving. We were 
ready enough to complain : not quite so 
ready to be thankful. 

We would give a hint to our brethren and 
to chairmen of our meetings, if they will 
allow us. If our meetings were conducted 
with a little more brevity, time more regarded 
at the commencement, and the speeches 
short, spiritual, and to the point, and brought 
to a close earlier it would be to the advan
tage of our Chm:ches. We don't think. the 
retailing of a sermon preached on the pr~v10us 
Sunday, nor a long rmn_bling speech 1s the 
best way to edify an audience ; not that such 
was the case at Ebenezer. G.4,5, C. W. Banks 
rose to address the meeting, followed by 
Messrs. Cornwell, Steed, Lawrence, ~d 
Ward. The speeches were listened to with 
marked attention. We were pleased to hear 
Mr. Hall speak no nohly of his friends, and 
we were equully pleast'lt to hear the kind ex
pressions of sympathy from each speaker to
wards the pastor of Ebcnezer than whom 
none has worked lrnrd,·1· or could have been 
more devoted to the Cl11:rch over which he 
is placed than he has; scar?ely ever ha~ he 
been absent from his post, either week-rught 
or Sunday, during a pastorate of seventee11 
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long years, filling at the same time n position 
of no ordinary character in our !P'.eat City 
considering the trials through winch he and 
the Church have of late been called to pass. 
We were glad to hear of true and real syru
path)- being· extended to him and the Church, 
to whom we wish every blessing. We wish 
we could, we would remedy the evil of long 
prayers, full of repetitions and of sermon
izing, giving information to God rather than 
pleading with God for mercies needed. It 
brings death into our prayer meetings, tiring 
us out, and keeping many of our female 
members away. If our pra~•ing friends 
would be content to plead with God for a few 
minutes, what a mercy it would be. 

A LOYER OF PROPER REFORM. 

MR. LANGFORD'S GREAT SUCCESS 
AT DALSTON. 

ALBION HALL BAPTIST CHURCH. 
Lord's-day, October 11, 1874, the third 

anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. E. Lang
ford commenced. The pastor conducted the 
morning service, Mr. Pung preached in the 
afternoon; evening by Mr. Masterson. The 
services were well attended; there was power 
and unction with the Word. 

On Tuesday, 13, a public meeting was held. 
It was certainly one of the largest ever held 
in connection with the Strict Baptists in the 
locality ; over 200 took tea. H. Cooper, 
Esq. gave out-

" Come, thou fount of every blessing." 
The pastor made a statement, as to where 

and under what circumstances he found the 
Church of which he had the oversight. He 
reported progress: during his three years' 
pastorate he had received 51 persons into 
their community; many of them he had 
baptize<l, the rest had been received by letters 
of transfer from other Churches, out of the 
51 admitted, 49 remain to this <lay. 

Financially the Church stood well ; the 
Hall they rented at £55, which was always 
paid quarterly in advance. The voluntary 
principle had been on its trial several years, 
and it had worked well. He had received his 
support solely from it ; the wants of himself 
and family had been liberally met. He con
gratulated the Church that they owed no 
man anything but love, and the Church 
might congratulate their minister, for he was 
out of debt also. Mr. Langford had no inten
tion to leave his people; he did not believe 
there was a desire in any heart that he should 
do so ; they had lived, loved, and laboured 
together in the truth of the Gospel of the 
blessed God. Mr. Alderson, Mr. Kevan, and 
Mr. Masterson gave addresses. At this part 
of the meeting, the chairman presented to 
the pastor, in the name of the Church, a 
purse and £15 lOs., which the pastor with 
many expressions of gratitude received. 
This, with a short address from Mr. Briscoe, 
brought the proceed!ngs to a close. E. 

NEWTON ABBOTT. - On Lord's-day 
evening, September 27, our late pastor, bro. 
Ward, preached his farewell sermon, from 
Acts xx. 32., "And now, brethren, I corn-

mend you to God, and to His grace, which. 
is able to build you up and to give you 1111 
inheritance among nil them thnt are sancti
fied." Our brother has laboured hnrd for 
the spiritual welfare of the Church for the 
space of three years and a-half, and leaves this 
place for Carmel, Pimlico, with the good 
wishes and esteem of the friends who, on the 
occasion of his leaving us, presented him 
with the sum of six pounds odd. It is to be 
regretted that we shall lose the valuable 
ministrations of our brother in this Church, 
but we can honestly say that he deserves a 
better sphere of labour than the Church at 
Newton Abbott. 

J. MERSON, T. PEARCE. 

PROSPERITY IN OUR CHURCHES. 
[In our travels lately we have seen hope

ful signs of a true and genuine revival in 
our Churches. As we saw Widcombe 
Church in its rise, took part in Mr. Hunt
ley's ordination, and as we have long known 
and loved his venerable father and himself, 
we are grateful to find that year by year the 
Lord gathers in many by the ministry of Mr. 
John Huntley, ot Bath.-En.] 

My esteemed and beloved brother in Jesus, 
grace, mercy, and peace be with you abun
dantly. So prays JAMES WELLER. 

The first Sabbath in October five believers
were constrained to follow their Lord through 
the ordinance of Believers' Baptism, by 
immersion, and t)ie same day were added to 
the Church. I assure you it is a season of 
rejoicing. At this present time there appears 
a great awakening both among-st the young 
and more elderly, who constantly attend the 
means of grace. We know where the Word 
is faithfully declared, signs shall follow. Are 
we not to expect it? It is promised, " My 
Word shall not return unto Me void." We· 
have1 in Mr. John Huntley, a bold c_hanipion 
for tne truth, and it will come out, whether 
men will hear or forbear. Our congregations 
have greatly increased. I believe the Lord 
is working mightily in our midst; we are 
still looking for greater blessings yet. I 
trust your soul is much favoured by the 
Lord's presence, for when this is felt, let 
trials, tribulation, or persecutions come, we· 
can then say, " Not my will, but Thine be 
done." So may your soul be blessed, and 
when well with 1hee, try and remember your 
ungrateful son in the Lord, 

JAMES WELLER. 
Cheering reports from other parts are 

ready for insertion. 

WISBEACH, CAMBS. - The Strict 
Baptist Church meeting for worship at the 
Baptist chapel, Victoria road, Wisbeach, has 
for a long time been in a very low state, but 
of late, having been favoured to secure, in a 
large measure, the ministrations of Mr. 
Preston Daviell, of London, it has, under 
the blessing of God, greatly revived, muah 
to the joy of the friends, Mr. Davies' ministry 
being particularly acceptable to both Church 
and congreg·ation. A MEMDER. 
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LOOKING INTO LONDON TO FIND 
SOME REAL RELIGION. 

DY A COUNTRYMAN. 
Religion! What ls it? What does that 

one,word mean 7 I connot find the word at 
all in the Old Testoment. In searching the 
New Testament, I hove seen the words 
religion and religious exactly seven times; 
no more and no less; ond in those seven 
texts there is o voriety of heart-searching, 
conclusive, corrective, and instructive les
sonij. I will give them to you one at a time, 
if you please. The word religion comes 
from the Latin, through the French, into 
the English ; and it is a compound of 
immense meaning. 

More than thirty years- nearly forty 
years since-a Countryman came to London, 
searching to find out for Iris own soul's 
benefit, some real religion. According to 
different pieces of writing, he has been 
into many different counties, cities, towns 
and villages in this good Old England ; and 
through certain mediums he has caught 
distant glimpses of the New World, of the 
colonies, and other parts of the habitable 
globe; and a review of the whole of his 
spiritual and evangelical campaigns may be 
of some use to others, if we may be allowed 
to give his convictions honestly. For ex
ample,- one mornin!I' this Countryman, 
writing to a rising witness for Christ, says, 
in a hasty note, " May your ministry be the 
pure outcome of the four great branches of 
a vital religion. May the Spirit of a holy 
God carry you down into the deep wells of 
that hidden life, the springing up of which 
is real Christian experience ; not floundering 
in the mud-holes of sinful corruption; al
beit of these you will have many a dismal 
sight; but I mean as Jesus meant, 'It 
shall be in you a well of water, springing· 
up into everlasting life.' Also may the 
same Divine Spirit carry you up into the 
holy mountain, where the foundations 
are laid in God Himself; where the light 
is clear, the air is pure. Then descending, 
may you be led out into the right hand 01 
a royal relationship to the conquering King 
of all kings, and into the left hand of His 
sympathising compassion and heart-melting 
entrances. Then you will be no stranger to 
the blessedness of a heavenly ond real re
ligion.'' 

One of the Countryman's cousins says:
" DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD 

JESUS CHRIST,- I have been spending 
a Sabbath in London, morning and after
noon, at opening of Earl street chapel, en
joying sermons of my old friends Stringer 
and Webb; and, to crown the day, I heard 
Mr. Bradbury in the evening. I felt a union 
of soul to the man to hear him con tend so 
eornestly for those God-glol"ifying doctrines. 
I sincerely wished he had been settled in 
S. T. instead of the Grove. O, how the poor 
little ereaching that we get in the country 
sinks mto nothing when we hear these 
fathers in the Gospel. When led to com
pare notes with them, we rejoice in sove
reign grace; and Jesus is our song. Moy 
the Lord bless Mr. Stringer in his new 

place. Respecting Mr. --, his ministry 
I cannot hear according to the light I have, 
and what little saving knowledge I have 
of the Gospel. I must be plain. I could 
compare it to nothing else but wild rant 
and empty oratory. But a new broom 
sweeps clean; and the self-sufficient in 
their feelings are built up. They will ex
claim after service, " What a beautiful 
sermon!" but if you begin to question 
them in what it was beautiful ; in what 
part they were shivered to atoms and left 
without a particle of religion, then how they 
were led in to oome of the offices, and cha
racters, and all-sufficient work of a pre
cious Lord Jesus Christ, they give a look 
up and down, and turn to extolling one 
another. 

MR. HAZLERIGG'S LETTER AND
THOMAS A KEMPIS. 

"Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.'" 

Our attention is directed to a published let
ter of Mr. Hazlerigg's, respecting the G. S. 
M. A. S. and the surveillance of its com
mittee '' over ministers." Have our eor
respondents duly considered the foundation 
principle on which Mr. Hazlerigg bases his 
remarks? He says distinctly, and most 
properly, "All persons have a right to 
choose what object they will form a society 
for." No one can dispute that assertion. 
The society referred to is for the benefit of 
a select, special, and distinctly specified 
class of ministers; not only so, but it is the 
duty of the committee to watch over such 
ministers, and it they are found wilfully 
departing from "certain truths embodied in 
the society's articles;" they are to be ex
cluded. What rensonable man can object 
to these conditions? We consider Mr. 
Hazleri~g so far is clear and conclusive. 
He is alive to the fact, that as the society 
becomes rich, ministers may seek to asso
ciate with it who do not really at heart 
hold, or wish earnestly to contend for the 
truths contained in the articles, consequently 
some strong surveillance must be exercised. 

After forty years' experience of the move
ments of some ministers, we are convinced 
there have been men who would assume 
to be what in heart they are not, therefore 
against such precaution we see Bothing to 
complain of. But we wish our corres
pondents to understand that our applica
tion on behalf of the deceased and lamented 
Murrells Plaice, was not to the society at 
all. Of that and the reply sent by Mr. 
Godwin we say nothing now. 

The almost universal departure from the 
truth of the Gospel in these days calls 
loudly for stringent measures in the de
fence, and for the faithful and comprehensive 
development of the essential principles and 
ordinances of the New Testament. At the 
same time, we perfectly agree with " Chris
tiana," that some men preach as though 
they reaII1, feared. 

First, ' That some poor wretch, or some 
bruised reed, would creep into heaven, who 
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never WIL• either chosen or redeemed, or 
Mnctified." 

Secondlv, " Some appear dreadfully to 
fear that the truth as it is in Jesus wi)l be 
presently lost altogether.'' 

Thirdly, Christiana asketh, " Are not some 
religious men narrow, intolerant, and ig
norant?" 

We silently admit that these things are 
~ ; at the same time we cannot believe for 
one moment that Mr. Hazlerigg would 
countenance or commend the secret course 
of many whose character the Holy Ghost 
has drawn in Psalm I. 20, 21. 

Leaving all that, we cheerfully accept 
" Christiana's" invite to study the true 
spirit of Christianity, as posses.sed and prac
tised in the experience and life of Thoma.• a 
Kempis, whose work, entitled the·" Imita
tion of Christ," would be set down in these 
dark days as dangerous and dece~tive. 

Thomas a Kempis, and the " ::secret of his 
Christian Life, as a Contrast to what now 
passes for Christianity," must wait. In re
tiring from this brief note for the present, we 
must write it down publicly as one of the deep
est convictions of our soul, that this is a 
day indeed when all honest Christian people 
must truly "try the spirits;" for of two 
things we are irrevocably persuaded-

(1.) We have, even now, not a few most 
faithful witnesses for Christ in our Churches. 
They are not brilliant stars, but Christ holdeth 
them in His right hand, and genuine 
Christians highly esteem them. 

(2.) We have some of the most awful 
characters who will thrust themselves upon 
the Churches wherever they can. From 
-all such we heartily cry out, "Good Lord, 
deliver us." Having been fearfully bitten 
by them, we dread even to think of them; 
-and yet, forsooth! they pass for gentlemen 
parsons in some circles. No more at present. 

READING.-Two notes, describing har
vest meeting at Providence, have been re
ceived, but we cannot insert them. Mr. 
Sykes' speech and presentation must have 
been a pleasing part of the meeting. Messrs. 
Sykes, Vyse, and Martin, with other breth
ren, have for many years pulled heartily, 
unitedly, and sometimes painfully, together, 
to hold up the ark of the covenant. From 
the time when good William Day was 
-pastor, and when Mr. Cole held a little 
cause in that town, have we known, 
watched over, and felt deeplv concerned 
for the cause of truth at Reading. As in
strumental in sending W. F. Edgerton 
into the ministry, we have also deeply 
sympathized with him in the domestic trials 
-and afilictions which have attended his 
youthful days. Providence has now opened 
for him the widest sphere he ever yet en
joyed. Our rising young men will do 
well if, like David, they can pray, "Take 
hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for 
my help." All the men who have stood 
firm and endured hardness in building up 
and feeding the living in Jerusalem, have 
been four-square men. They were carried 
<!own deep into the wells of the soul's hidden 

life; they were carefully led up to the topa 
ot the mountains, wherein are laid the founda
tion of Zion's standing, called the holy 
mountain; they stretched out on to the 
right of a royal relationship; a union to, 
and a oneness with the eternal Christ of 
God ; and, like the blessed I mmanunl, they 
embraced in the left arm of Christ-like com
passion and pure sympathy, the broken
hearted, the bruised, the captives, and the 
feelingly lost. Thus being II thoroughly 
furnished unto ev,ery good work," they 
proved faithful unto deatl1. If our Lord 
shsll give His Church another ~eneration of 
these four-square men, she will yet out
ride the storm which is fast gathering 
against True Baptist Churches. 

SOUTHAMPTON.-The anniversary of 
the Baptist chapel, Ascupart street, took place 
Lord's-day, October 11, when sermons were 
preached, morning and evening, by the 
pastor, Mr. Parnell. The morning being 
wet prevented some being present, hut in 
the evening an encouraging congregation 
assembled. Suitable and soul-cheering ser
mons were preached. On the followin!I' 
afternoon the respected editor of thIS 
magazine discoursedl to the· satisfaction of 
many present, on ' The Pearl of Great 
Price." A very plentiful and nice tea was 
provided by a committee of ladies; upwards 
of a hundred partaking of the same, and 
much satisfaction appearetl to be given by 
the arrangements, &c. An evening service 
was held at seven o'clock, presided over by 
the pastor, and opened by Mr. Everett, who, 
with a suitable and soul-inspiring prayer, 
implored a blessing upon sll present. After 
a few remarks from the chairman, Mr, C. W. 
Banks gave a suitable and encouraging 
address, followed by Mr. Mills, James (a 
town councillor), Hawkins, and Nash. The 
success which attended these meetings has 
greatly encoura11,"ed the friends of this cause, 
who have so long struggled to keep open the 
doors. The Lord evidently appears to have 
turned their captivity, so that they truly say, 
11 What has God wrought." These things 
must certainly cheer the heart of the editor 
of the EARTHEN VESSEL, as he has felt 
deeply interested in the welfare of this 
people, as he also did in the well-being of its 
late respected pastor, Mr. Chappell, who, 
after several years' laLour among them, was 
taken to his rest. 

ONE WHO WAS PRESENT. 

HA YES.-" A Friend" has been quietly 
wslking about the western suburbs; is sorry 
to find some disposition, even in long• 
standing churches, toward the open and 
liberal movements. Saw a noble band of 
Sunday school children marching from 
Hayes tabernacle to Frogmore Hall Park1 
under the guidu-nce of that faithful ana 
laborious minister, Mr. R. C. Bardens. For 
near 300 young folk, and a lar!\"e company ~f 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. John Wild, and theu
co-workers, provided bountifully. All ap
peared cheerful and happy in this good work. 

S.H. 
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HOMERTON ROW.-"Green Leaves" 
speaks kindly of the new pastor, Mr. William 
Lodge, and ~nys, O.'I n spiritual man, the pre
sent pastor is equal to their late Mr. Palmer. 
We have heard some (who thought them
selves far beyond Mr. Lodge) quite sur
prised that Homerton row people should 
choose such a man. But a correspondent 
assures us that the William Lodg~ of Cur
tain road, is not the William Lodge, of 
Homerton row. Curtain road depressed 
and discouraged William Lodge; his mind 
could not come forth freely. Homerton row 
is more stimulcting and eRcouraging. The 
people draw forth the man's mind. Another 
thing, when William Lodge was in Curtain 
road, he had the burdens of a very heavy 
business; now he is breathing a purer at
mosphere. Now his mind is free for study 
and prayerful communion with his God. 
Now the dews of heaven appear to descend 
upon his soul. The Lord long spare and 
bless William Lodge at Homerton row. 

BROADSTAIRS.-Is this really cor
rect? At a public meeting Mr. Hooper 
said : " After nearly seven years of missionary 
labour in connection with the Country Town 
Missionary Society I · was led to see be
lievers' baptism and the weekly breaking of 
bread to be in accordance with God's Word, 
and having followed the dictates of my 
conscience, the society and those connected 
with the work thought it right to discharge 
me at a day's notice from the position I 
had occupied without blame from the So
ciety. Finding the necessity for. a room in 
which the mission work could be continued, 
a requisition, signed by nearly 500 persons, 
was presented to the owner of the late 
mission room, asking for the use of it for 
Gospel preaching, which was refused. I was 
therefore led to take this present room in 
which all meetings connected with the 
mission work will be held." This is a species 
of cruel persecution, and is another strong 
sign that the spit-it of " the beast " is fast 
laying hold of the Pharisaical profe."BorB of 
our own land. Yet the Baptists and sup
posed defenders of the truth sleep on. All 
hail to the 500 in Broadstairs, who came 
forward to help Mr. Hooper in the day of 
adversity. 

ROCHDALE.-The late John Kershaw's 
memorable band1_ with their schools, their 
pastor, Ja.mes Hand, deacons, and com
mittee have commenced building new 
chapel and school-rooms. Our kind and 
faithful brother, E. Brierly, says:-" The 
work is commenced for new chapel and schools. 
Plan for chapel, to seat over 500 people, the 
school above 500 children. The Lord gTant 
that our eyes and hearts may be up to the 
great Master Builder in prayer, to give 
wisdom in so large an undertaking; for the 
word declares that He shall build the temple, 
and He shnll bear the glory. Should the 
Lord spare us to see the building rise, and 
be opened for the worship of a Three-One
God, Father Son, and HolyGhost,may manl 
precious souls be brought out of the worlds 

wide wilderness to the building. May they 
declare what He hath done for their souls. 
And aswe read of the top stone being brought 
up, may ours be with crying,, and shouting,> 
in the hearlil of the brethren and sisters, 
united in Church fellowship, 'Grace, grace 
unto it!' Amen." LThousands upon thou
sands, in this and other lands, will echo 
their honest Amens.-En.J 

GREAT CATWORTH.-Monday, Sept. 
21, in connection with Sunday school an
nual treat, harvest thanksgiving meeting 
was held at Baptist chapel, numerously at
tended. It was a service of praise, in which 
the scholars and choir performed a dis
tinguished part by singing several beauti
ful pieces smted to the occasion. Mr. Corby, 
the pastor, was well supported by his valued 
friend and brother, Mr. Fountain, gf Sham
brook, who read the Scriptures and offered 
prayer, and gave us a good speech. As a 
thank-offering to the Lord for His mercies in 
crowning the year with His goodness, a fair 
collection was made for the Huntingdon 
Infirmary. It was felt to be, as the Psalmist 
says, "A good thing to give thanks unto. 
the Lord." 

HIGH WYCOMBE.-A visitor says,
" We had pleasant anrl useful special services 
very recently in the Baptist chapel, in High 
Wycombe, where Mr. Thomas Chivers has 
been, for more than seven years, the success
iul minister and pastor; a pastorate more 
peacefully and harmoniously sustained we 
never knew. The Sunday school numbers 
nearly or quite 600 children. The school 
rooms are the finest in the kingdom, large, 
lofty, and healthy. The moral, temporal, and 
sph-itual interests of the rising generation are 
zealously and intelligently promoted. No 
human mind can measure the vast amount 
of good which must result from the seed of 
truth prayerfully sown in the memories of 
such a multitude of dear children. In con
nection with the Church, Mr. Chivers and 
his deacons and his friends have established 
benefit societies and classes of ilifferent kinds, 
all calculated to help the poor and afflicted 
in the season of adversity and trial. We 
rejoice in the existence of such a truth
spreading and practical institution as is the 
Strict Baptist Church, under the care of our 
friend Mr. Thomas Chivers. May he be long 
and increasingly useful in winuiug souls to 
Clnist. 

WOKING. - Mayford Baptist chapel 
anniversary and harvest thanksgiving were 
held September 14th. Thank God for a fine 
day. We did feel how good and pleasant a 
thing it is for brethren and sisters to meet 
and dwell together in unity: The presence 
of our Saviour caused the spices to flow out 
in the aftemoon, as brother Hetherington 
gave us a true Gospel sermon. It was 
as ointment poured forth. About seventv 
sat down to a good ten, provided and 
served by our brother and sister Cobbett. 
Their son and friends, from Guildford, 
Chobham, and adjacent Churches, came 
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in !<OOd numbers; and brother Kerr ~ave 
a very earuest sermon in the evening, 
which was heartilv enjoyed ; and with one 
heart we desire to ascribe all the glory to our 
Triune Jehovah. W. BROWN. 

O>.-ford street, Reading. 

CAMBERWELL-GROVE CHAPEL.
In the report ~fren of Mr. Bradbury's recog
nition, we stated that Mr. Bradbury, on 
visiting St. Paul's, said he saw a cross on 
the Bishop of Loudon's back. What Mr. 
Bradbury said was, " He saw a great cross 
on the table, and was astonished to see the 
Bishop turn bis back to the people." Mr. 
Bradbury considers this an important cor
rection, and we readily give it insertion. 

NOTTING HILL GATE.-" A friend 
from the country was at Silver street chapel, 
near Notting Hill Gate Railway station, one 
Sunday evening, hearing Mr. R. G. Ed
wards, and was delighted to find the chapel 
replenished, full of attentive hearers, the 
friends united in faith and love, firm and 
excellent brethren being baptized, joining 
the Church, and hopeful prospects are he
fore them. Praise the Lord. 

PE C KHA M.-MR. BANKs,-I was 
once in hopes the Lord, in His great mercy, 
was about to open a door, and set me im
mediately to work in His vineyard ; my 
expectation failed. Through your VESSEL 
I have preached atDunmow. Here, no doubt, 
I could have laboured for ou blessed 
Redeemer, but Dunmow friends can 
hardlv pay railway fare. During the last 
few months our Baptist chapels have been 
much on my mind.-H. E. SADLER, 35, 
Cator street, St. George's road, Peckham. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION.-The Living
stone New Baptist chapel held its first anni
versary, October 13, 1874. "We had a 
r.recious discourse this morning," said one, 
'from Mr. Hazelton." In afternoon, Mr. 

Anderson was solid and sincere. C. Wilson, 
Esq., presided in evening. Crowded con
gregations. Messrs. Clarke, Bennett, C. W. 
Banks, Cornwell, Brittain, Lawrence, &c., 
gave us Christian themes. We expect an 
official report. 

READING-Han-est thanksgiving ser
vices were held at Providence chapel as 
follows: Mr. Edgerton preached a special 
sermon on Lord"s day evening, Sept. 27, 
from Psalm cxxvi. 6. .A. thanksgiving 
praver meeting was held on Monday even
mg. The Lord's presence was realised. 
A ·tea meeting was held on Tuesday, 29. 
Public meeting at night. Mr. Edgerton 
presided, and powerfal addresses were de
livered by Messrs. W. Anderson and Briscoe. 
Mr. Sykes ( senior deacon) spoke a lew 
words on behalf of the friends, · and pre
sented Mr. Edgerton with a wateh, which 
was suitably acknowledged. Mr. Martin 
also addressed the meeting. The whole of 
the services were of a joyous and profitable 
nature. w ATCHER. 

DALSTON.-Mr. E. Langford Is still 
pastor of the Churrh worshipping In the 
Albion Hall, Dalston, Some have said Mr. 
Langford had removed. He is hnppy with 
his people, and his people with him. He 
recently baptized four believers in Jesus, in 
Speldhurst road chapel~ kindly lent to him 
for that purpose. Mr. Langfurd's address ls 
24, Trelawny road, Hackney, E. 

AYLESBURY. - At our anniversary, 
September 15, John Hazelton and W. 
Crampin came up with hearts and arms full 
of Gospel. We rejoiced to find Zion still 
has sound and able, holy aud useful men on 
her walls. We 1;>ray the Lord to send us a 
true Gospel minister and pastor. Excellent 
men come and feed our souls, hut we require 
a stated pastor. 

NORWICH.-We rejoiretoannounce that 
Mr. John Brunt has sufficiently recovered 
to go forth preaching the Gospel again. At 
Carlton Rode in Norfolk, at Brighton, and 
other places, he is sounding the silver trum
pet. He is as one raised from the dead. 
Some notes to hand we cannot define, 

BURGH, LINCOLNSHIRE. -A cor
respondent says :-Our brother Newbold, 
of Burgh, is now in the asylum. He is 
a good man, and has born the best tidings 
to many troubled hearts. Pray. for him 
now in this mental affliction. How, sad 
for a man of deep mind ·and kind dis
position to be seen howling and harking 
like_ a dog!" [Painful, indeed, is this ca
lanuty.-ED.] 

CHELMSFORD.-Mr. ·Josiah Cowell, of 
Chelmsford, Essex, has issued "·Eleventh An
nual Report' of Chelmsford Branch of Poor 
Saints' Relief Fund." We have now many 
distressing cases reci.uiring help. We get 
some for our· poor samts, and· we'silently lift 
our hearts to the Giver of all ~ood for more. 
Mr. Cowell's Report is bnef, but truly 
beautiful. 

TRING. - Monday, October 11, our 
school anniversary was celebrated at Ehe
nezer, West end. Mr. R. C. Bardens, of 
Hayes tabernacle, gave us two useful and 
pleasing Gospel discourses. Our pastor, A. 
Baker, the teachers and friends, all were 
favoured to bless the Lord for giving them 
these mercies in the wilderness. No clouds 
o'ershadowed us; no complaints were made, 
Praise ye the Lord. . · 

AN AGED TRAVELLER. 

STRATFORD.-FOREST LANE BAP
TIST UHAPEL.-Tlle fourth anniversary of 
the opening took place on,Tuesday,September 
29. Tea was provided by brother Cummings
Baker. Mr. S. Collins preached excellent 
discourses. Mr. W. Beech, of Chelmsford, 
Mr. Bracher, and Mr. Elvin (at eresent 
supplying the pulpit at Forest lane) were 
present, and assisted in the services. The 
services were well attended. J Al!EZ. 
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CLAPHAM ,JUNCTION. 
First anniversary of Livingstone road Bap

tist chnpel wa.~ held October 13, 1874. Ser
mons by J, Hazelton and J. 8. Anderson. 
Attendance was good. In the evening C. 
Wilson, Esq,, took the chair; after a hymn 
and prayer the chairman called upon Mr. 
Clark to give a statement of the last year's 
proceedings. Mr. Clark said the Lord had 
been better to us than our fears or our ex
pectations : He had blessed us, both in 
spiritual and temporal things. The attend
ance had been very good throughout the 
year; thirteen had been added to the Church. 
Financial prospects have been encouraging. 
The School Board have bought our ground, 
which sets us free from debt. We have now 
purchased the adjoining piece of land at the· 
cost of .£,500, so that the collections of the 
day would go towards a new chapel. 

The chairman gave an excellent address, 
and promised £5 towa.rds the new chapel : 
and told us Mr. Clark and his wife have 
promised to give £100. C. W. Banks gave 
us a hearty, warm address, in which he told 
us his reasons why he believed the Lord was 
in the movement, and that being so, it was 
snre to succeed. Brothers Bennet, Britten, 
Cornwell, and Lawrence followed ; their 
,qieeches were to the point. 

It was a very full meeting. At the close, 
the chairman announced that the collections 
amounted to £22 : that with the £100 pro
mised by Mr. Clark, and .£.5 by Mr. Wilson, 
make a total of £127, being one eighth of the 
snm required for the new cnapel. The meet
ing was brought to a happy close soon after 
nine o'clock by singing Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow, and a short prayer 
from brother Cornwell. 

ELLINGTON .-Brother Ashby still holds 
up the Person, Cross, and Salvation of Jesus 
in the Gospel ministry. For many years he 
has now walked and worked faithfully and 
usefully in the Lord's work. Our annual 
services in September were pleasant; bro
thers T. Corby, Ashby, and others, were 
present. --

RAUNDS.-,Mr. Pearce has been God's 
instrument of reviving us. Several souls 
have been called and added to the Church. 
We are praying and hoping that our pastor, 
Church, and school, will be largely success
ful in heavenly w01•k. 

~t.of.es 11f tl,.e ~ont!J, 
THB GROVE, THOMAS BRADBURY, 

AND J. s. ANDERSON. - The two last 
notices ~iven of Grove chapel proceedings, 
were written by our beloved son, Mr. Robert 
Banks; and as we learn from M1:, • .Ander
son that his friends have been dffiposed to 
fearjhat he might have contemplated going 
over to the Church of England, we con
fess that the remark made in THE EARTHEN 
VESSEL was simply a cheerful expression 
without any serious meaning, arising· from 
the fact that Mr. And~rson was seated-in-the 
midst of a number of the clergy. Had not 

Mr. Anderson caused us to read a note from 
Morley, we should not have supposed any 
one would have been so simple as to imply 
from that one humorous sentence that such 
an idea ever entered Mr. Anderson's mind. 
He is too happily and successfully living and 
working in the midst of a large and loving 
Church and people, ever to contemplate, or 
even to dream of, any such movement as 
that referred to, Besides, Mr. Anderson is 
a downright, a most determined, and a 
thorough-going Nonconformist. He looks 
upon the Establishment as a hydra-headed 
Church, into whose pale he will never in
trude himself. Moreover, our friend, J. S. 
Anderson, is a man of steady, of strong, and 
of sterling intellect, and we never think 
that any man in a fixed, firm, and fruitful 
state of mind, leaves the decidedly New 
Testament Baptist Church for the Church of 
En!!'land. 

,i--T H E G O S P E L 8 TA ND A R D'S " 
CRITIQUE ON "ACHOR'S GLOO:liY 
VALE."-From London's Suburbs and Eng
land's Provinees we have letters expressive 
of the pain and sorrow caused by the above 
review. We are requested to reply to it. 
Our answer is, I, We have been in so many 
public services, we have not yet had the 
quiet time required. 2, We have not as yet 
carefully perused the "Standard." 3, We 
never write either m1fully to offend, or 
purposely to please; and it is a serious 
question with us, whether we can go into the 
whole question honestly, without incumng 
the displeasure of some. The rising genera
tion is so full of words, of wisdom, and of won
derful discernment, that it is no easy matter 
for the wounded and the weary to come 
forward in any conflict so exceedingly dis
tressing as this must be. If we, after a 
serious and prayerful consideration of the 
subject, feel called upon to revise this grave 
matter, we shall do it fearlessly. 

FROM A BROTHER ALMOST HIDDEN 
FOR A TIME.-Dear Brother,-Your la
bours of love, in season and out of season, 
are many, for which you can't be sufficiently 
thanked by man, nor perhaps are often too 
well paid by the same. Truly it can be said 
of you what can't be said of hosts of even 
good parsons, 'in labours more abundant.' 
I take a very sweet interest in all your 
movements, I assure you, as I can trace them 
within the covers of the VESSEL. As I 
think I told you before, your pieces or arti
cles have not all been lost upon the writer, 
as God the Spirit has been pleased to breathe 
inspiration into, accompanied by revelation 
of His own Word to the heart, without 
which all profits nothing, whatever is done 
by the flesh. I take a special interest in 
all the movements and changes in dear 
Zion, of her ministers, and people, and am 
often struck that you have to report such 
and such a change from not very pleasant 
reasons. Then I appear to resolve some of 
the changes into this, that she, being ol the 
poor of this world, is called divinely into these 
tribulations, whilst the goats flourish untried 
in a fat temporal pasture, to be at last con
sumed as the fat of rams. 'You wondered,' 
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you said, 'w·herc I could be.' My talc is very 
soon told. If I tell you that a lnrge 
family, weighty cares, with the corrupt na
ture, ever tend to keep me iu a comparatively 
low place, you have a solution of my se
clusion, or of my being· for •ome time at the 
'back part of the desert,' whilst I am bound 
to say that I am truly sensible of some 
blessed soul prosperity and growth iu grace. 
I often think that, after awhile, if spared, 
I shall be more useful in the vineyard else
where than I can be here. Hoping you 
will write me some good word from the dear 
Lord, at your first opportunity, with my 
kind regards to your dear wife, and love to 
you in the Lord, yours in Jesus. 

MILE ENn.-Brother S. R. Lewis bas 
commenced to preach the Gospel at 291, Ox
ford street, Mile End, Sundays, I.I and 6.30. 
He will be glad to see any who are on the 
mountains of distress, without any spiritual 
shepherrl. 

MoNUllIENTs.-Samuel Bridgeman writes 
us a solemn warning on ministerial monu
ments. We '!l'ould not encour82,"e idolatry; 
but we are all so full of idols~; we know 
the Lord alone can cleanse us. 

LEIGHTON.-From the prolific pen of 
Mr. John Lindsey another pamphlet bas 
come forth, bearing the following title : 
" Transgressing Israel; or, Zion like a 
Lodge in a Garrlen of Cucumbers." We 
cannot say more now. · 

UNITED STATES.-Our heartiest thanks 
to Mr. Lee for "Baptist Weekly," a supe
rior paper, so far as print and variety are 
concerned; and for " Brooklyn Daily Times." 
The States have large armies of religious 
people. We do not know them. Here is one 
little note: "On Sune.ay we saw at Pottery 
Beach the baptism of two females by James 
Hopes, of the Salem Baptist Church, on Grand 
street, New York. The immersion took 
place about ten o'clock, and was witnessed 
by a large number of persons." Does friend 
James Hopes belong to our small section of 
the ,isible Church of Jesus? 

s p EC I AL. - Aged Pilgrims' Society, 
Camberwell"-" Benevolent Fund." -This 
fund for specially aiding the sick and infirm 
inmates, paying for nurses where required, 
and also medical advice, is now much in 
need of pecuniary help. Several of the 
aged ones are very infirm, and some never 
able to leave their rooms. These cases re
quire extra attention daily, with comforts 
which cannot be procured from their small 
incomes. Tho winter is approaching with 
its extra claims. Will kind friends of the 
pilgrims send a few mites towards smoothing 
the path of the Lord's afflicted and poor 
saints? Mr. William Rogers, Treasurer, 
11, Elm 'grove, Peckham; Miss Carr, Se
cretary, 19, Warner road, Camberwell; Mr. 
W. JackBon, General Secretary, 29, Marl
borough road, Upper Holloway. 

GLASGOW LEAGUE JOURNAL brings us 
long reports of the walking, writing, 
preaching, lecturing, suffering, and hoping 
of brother Thomas James Me..<ser, who at 
seventy years of age, with heavy domestic 
affliction in his beloved wife, still daily pur-

sues his mis~ion of witnessing against evi 1 
nnd testifying to the truth. The l.ord bless 
him in his days of ripening for glory. 

.£10,000.-Mr. E. T. Acworth, one of 
Mr. Cornwell's deacons, one dny, recently1 
on p=ing· the Bank of England, foun11 
£10,000, and accepted, as a reward, a cheque 
for £10, to be laid on the stone that day 
which accordingly formed pm·t of the good 
~wn collected toward the builrlinp; fund. 

FOREST OF DEAN.-The anniversary of 
Particular Baptist chapel, at Cinderford, 
was held in Aug·ust, when Mr, Moore, of 
Hereford, preacherl the sermons. The season 
was cheering and reviving. Poor brother 
Bowery is gone home. Brother Harrison's 
note in next. 

Jforriugcs. 
On August 20th, at Baptist Chapel, Foot's 

Cray, by Mr. Masterson, Mr. Juli (Wrotbam 
Water Family), Baptist Minister, Carlton, Beds, 
to Mlrlam S. E., youngest daughter of the late 
Mr. Fremlln, Clackctts Farm, Ryarsb, Kent. 

Oct. 13, at the Baptist chapel, Potter's Bar, 
Walter Howe, of Mansell street, London, to 
Ellzabetb, daughter of the late Samuel Har1is,' 
Esq., of Greenwood, He,·ts. Service conducted 
by Mr. Crowther, of Lockwood, and Mr. T. 
Jones, of Artillery street. 

~ca:tgs. 
Dled May 25th, at Garden Cottage, Norblton·, 

the wife of James Crnucher, aged 55. Was as 
well as usnal on Monday morning ; fell down 
about the middle of the day; was taken to bed 
without her knowledge and died. 

Benjamin Francis of London Fields, South 
Hackney, on September 9th, peaceably passed 
from this world to the" rest that remalneth." 
I1'ormerly an honourable member, and respected 
deacon of the Church In.Homerton Row; of late 
a member of the Church In Forest Road, Dalston. 
Aged 69. 

RIPE FOR GLORY.-Dled at Spalding, Oct. 
13, 1874, Miss Rebekah Smith, sister to Mr. 
Thorp Smith, of Leicester, aged 83. She was a 
devoted Christian. Her kind and gentle man
ner gained for her the love and esteem of all 
that knew her. In memory there will long re
main an Interesting and God-honouring picture 
of our departed sister. She was a firm believer 
In the doctrines of sovereign grace; they were, 
by a llvlngexpmicnce, engraven upon herbeart. 
Her religion consisted In something more than 
notions. Like many more of the true chlldren 
of God she t11ed hard, for a long time, to obtain 
justification and peace of conscience by the 
deeds of the law; or, as Mr. Huntington said of 
his wife, she sought diligently for the grave of 
Moses (her dead husband). In due time she 
found her endeavours were vatn. She was, at 
length. brought Into tbe glorious liberty of the 
blessed Gospel of the grace of God. In her lat
ter days the Lord ripened her haaven-born soul 
for Its mansion beyond the skies. Under the 
sound of the Gospel her eyes would sparkle, her 
face brighten Into a heavenly smile, plainly de
claclng he& enjoyment was great. Her last Ill
ness was rather short ; she was at Love Lane 
Chapel on Oct. 6 ; was only laid aside a week. To 
the last ebe was calmly restlngon" Jesus only." 
In her dying moments , her sorrowing niece 
asked some questions, but the power of articu
lation was gone. '!'he only answer she gave 
was a most lovely smile which still rested upon 
her countenance when she breathed her last 
and tell asleep In Jesus. 

Spalding, Oct. 16, 1874. J. WORTLEY. 



®ur :ltohern .Samson 
AND 

THE "COMING- BATTLE OF .ARMAGEDDON." 

NO prophet pens these lines: they are simply the echo of voices 
coming from every quarter of Europe. Distinctly is it written by 

those whose telegraphic despatches reach us from all the centres of the 
world, that " Perils Overshadow every Stale ! " while the chief statesman 
tells us, as an antidote, that, " If some of the troubles which are 
anticipated, shall occur, this country will not shrink from proclaiming. 
the Principles of Religious Truth! " 

What particular troubles are anticipated in Europe is not specified ; 
what "Principle of Religious Truth" will be proclaimed is not defined; 
but every Christian's heart must be filled with hope, seeing a bold 
" Expostulation" is going through the world against that system of 
Idolatry, Tyranny, and Persecution, which has long been threatening 
once more to overthrow the Protestant Privileges and Evangelical 
Liberties of our much-honoured country. 

We believe "this is the Lord's doings, and. i.. is marvellous in our 
eyes." That Bible Protestantism, that the great principles of Christ's 
Gospel, and that that genuine experience which can only result from the 
work and witnessing of the Holy Ghost, may yet be vitalizing powers 
in our Churches, in our nation, and in the world, is the ardent hope of 
the Editor of this small work. We dare not shut our eyes nor our ears 
to the movements, the advances, the utterances of the open and the 
deceitful enemies of our Lord. Satan's chain appears to be lengthened 
for a little season; but having, in former assaults of open violence, 
failed to destroy the Tree of Life, he has now arrayed himself in 
intellectual, sensational, and in scientific robes, and has put on the 
ornaments of assumed piety, and a fascinating spirit of universal 
charity, of modern thought, and of brilliant discoveries. An army of 
the '' Angels of Light," are filling our Cliurches, our chapels, our 
schools, our colleges, our mansions, our platforms, our homes, beguiling, 
deceiving, and leading into an erroneous captivity, the tens of 
thousands, yea, hundreds of thousands of the risen and rising genera
tions. They are as professedly sincere and determined as ever Edward 
Irving was, of whom Mr. James Grant says, "When every one else 
was satisfied that he could not survive many days, probably not many 
hours, he (that is Irving) felt and experienced a most profound 
conviction that a miracle would be performed in his case, by his not 
only then not dying, but that he would live on earth till Christ came 
to translate him-as Elijah was translated-to glory." It may be said 
Irving was insane, or super-enthusiastic, or anything else. That alters 
not the fact. He was, as Mr. Grant says, "a man with whose thorough 
sincerity I was deeply impressed; and with regard to his appearance 
and manner in the pulpit, I have never seen so remarkable a mingling 
of majesty with modesty as in him." Was not the late Thomas 
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Hughes a sincere, an eloquent, and powerful man in the pulpit? Did 
not thousands listen to him weepingly and rejoicingly ? Most assuredly 
the.r did. And the priests and officials of the Apostolic Church now 
springing up out of the ashes of the late Hackney divine, are, no 
doubt, sincere. But where God's Holy Truth is not maintained; 
where God's Eternal Christ is not alone exalted; where God's Holy 
Spirit is not honoured, there will come a blight, great as the appearance 
of things may be for a time. Sincerity, with a living Christ revealed 
in the son!, and a heaven-born faith in exercise, embracing "the Way 
the Truth, and the Life," is a blessing beyond all price ; but natur; 
alone-let her gifts and attainments be ever so magnificent-never can 
rise above her level; she may allure and deceive, but save and 
deliver she never can. 

From behind the dark clouds, so thickly gathering over our 
.evangelical firmament, the rays of the sun have begun to cheer the 
hearts of all honest Protestants in Europe, and thus have thrown a 
light upon the mysteriously typical and anti-typical character of that 
little understood son of Manoah and his wife. Samson was a type of 
Christ, not in the glory of the Saviour's person and work, not in His 
priestly, prophetic, or kingly offices, but, 

1. In the political struggles of godly truth against all the ungodly 
errors of the flesh, the world, and Satan. Through what seas of blood, 
through what storms of fire and thunder, through what aboundings of 
error has God's holy truth fought i~s way even until now ! How long, 
of late, have all the powers of deceit and darkness been threatening to 
o,erwhelm the true Gospel of Christ, and how dreadfully have the 
professed friends of Christ's Church and cause been laying their heads 
in the laps of some Ritualistic, Romanizing, Sceptical, and even 
Scientific Delilah! But, as the word "Samson" means, in one way, 
" Sun," so the sun of hope, the light of exposition, the rays of decision 
and of deliverance have come forth from behind the gathering clouds 
of iniquity, bidding us still to sing, "God is our refuge and strength, 
a very pre8ent help in trouble, therefore will not we fear ! " I cannot 
but feel thankful for the bold, lucid, and truthful stand Mr. Gladstone 
has made against the Decrees of the Vatican. It will shake the Pope's 
infallible pretensions to nothing, while it will rally and strengthen the 
courao-e of genuine Protestants, and cause their hearts to praise the 
Lord.0 Like another Samson, Mr. Gladstone has laid hold of the lion 
now springing upon the Protestant powers of this country, and I hope 
he will not slacken his grasp until he has rent " the beast and the false 
prophet" in twain. " Truth " has been betrayed, but she has 
conquered, and ever must prevail. 

Again, Samson was a type of Christ in that most imperfect and 
deficient ministry, which has ever here and there arisen in the courts of 
Zion. Samson means " A minister;" or, "Servant of God." How 
many of the servants of Christ have been entangled, ensnared, and all 
but cast away for ever I How many rough, unpolished, daring, and 
even impure men have been in the ministry I 'Ah, and many 
precious souls could testify how wonderfully God did bless their 
testimony unto them, and yet there were many things about them no 
one could reconcile with a good conscience and a consistent character. 
What aching hearts, what rending of Churches, what ruin of families, 
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what bitterness and desolation have some of the strong Samsons of 
the Lord brought upon poor Zion ? How the enemies have reproached 
the Saviour's cause when with His servants it has gone ill ! Well 
might Paul cry out, "Lest after I have preached to others, I myself 
should be a cast-away! " 

Once more, Samson was a type of Christ, as·he has (we hope) dwelt 
even in some of those strong and apparently valiant men who have 
known, professed, and espoused the name of Jesus; but they have 
fallen by their iniquity; they have been made sport of by the ungodly; 
their eyes have been put out; all their evidences have been lost ; and 
yet, at the last, the strength of an almost vanquished life and faith has 
revived, and, in their death-struggles, they have cried, 0 Lord God, 
strengthen me, I pray Thee, this once, that I may be avenged of the 
Philistines: that is, of all my sins and iniquities. God has heard them 
in their cries for mercy, and although saved as by fire; saved in the 
midst of all the ruins; yet saved, they must have been, if the promises 
to penitent, praying souls are true ! 

Christ was typified in Samson, as going forth almost, at times, so 
beclouded and so opposed, that His glory was hidden-His strength 
apparently gone ; and yet, at the last, overwhelming His enemies in 
destruction and shame. 

There was something prophetic in the conclusion of Kitto, who said 
Samson had left a name behind him which was at once a by-word, a 
glory, and a shame. 

Some awful characters in these days make true religion a by-word ; 
some unhappy men have, for a season, covered it with shame ; but 
millions have gloried in it, and proved it to be the power of God unto 
their eternal well-being. 

Let us fall on our faces before the glorious Christ of God, and 
beseech Him, by His Spirit, to hold us up in this truth-declining day. 

The " Expostulation" referred to will certainly bring on a crisis, for 
which we beseech our beloved brethren to be prepared. If we are not 
worse .than foolish children, we-that is, all who savingly know the truth 
as it is in Jesus, under whatever silly shade of party interest we now 
are arranged,-we shall aff band together in earnest, faithful prayers 
and preachings, knowing we are "set for the defence of the Gospel," 
and believing that there is a fearful woe denounced upon all who, 
in the days of apostacy, stand not boldly and unitedly for the glory of 
Christ in the proclamation of His Word. 

The suspicions thrown upon Mr. Gladstone's motives and his ante
cedents, are the weak efforts of prejudiced minds. It is not olr. 
Gladstone, it is the Lord's voice through him. As such let us hear and 
obey. Our Lord and Master has chosen to speak th,rough a man of 
mental might! Like lightning the electricity has go·n~.:tight into the 
Pope's soul: it has made him shake in his shoes; ana the assumed 
Westminster Archbishop, in his palace the other day, told bis servants 
that "within the last twenty-four hours it had been intimated to him 
that the Catholic world was threatened with a controversy on the 
whole of the decrees of the Vatican Council. From this and other 
matters that had come to his knowledge, he could see that they were 
on the very eve of one of the mightiest controversies the relt'g·ious world had 
ev~, seen. If they would only prepare themselves he did not fear for 
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the decrees of the Vatican Council, or for the Vatican itself. But they 
mnst have no half-hearted measures. They must have no half-fearful, 
half-hearted assertions of the Sovereign Pontiff's claims. They must 
not fear to declare to England, and to the world, through the free press 
of England, the Sovereign Pontiff's clairn to infallibility, his right to 
temporal power, and the duty of the nations of the earth to return to 
their allegiance to him." 

Such out-spoken language is a challenge to all the real Protestants 
in the country; and if it doth not arouse us to energetic efforts, it will 
prove we are wilfully and wickedly lazy, or sleeping in Delilah's lap, 
with a vengeance. 

May God to us His Spirit give, is the agonising prayer of 
CHARLES W .\.TERS BANKS. 

THE PRAYER OF FAITR 

TONGUE prayer, educational prayer, conscience prayer, stereotyped 
prayers, and other kinds there may be, where the essential prayer 

of faith is not. .As I was thinking over my last month's correspondent, . 
as to what the prayer of faith really is, our Lord's words came to my · 
assistance in Matthew vi. :-" Use not vain repetitions " first came 
speaking in me. Jesus said, "The heathen do this, and think that 
they shall be heard for their much speaking." Then, turning to His 
own disciples, Re said, " Be not ye, therefore, like unto them: for your 
Father knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask Him." Now 
seriously consider that word the Lord bath given us:-

First of all, there is a sovereign distinction and caution:-" Be not 
ye, therefore, like unto them." Heathen professors may make long 
prayers, and yet be nothing but dead heathen still. Have we far 
to go to find them ? 

Secondly, the text implies the prayer of faith must be the prayer of 
a heaven-born child of God, who hath given unto Him the spirit of 
adoption; as Paul saith to the Galatians:-" Because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, .Abba, 
Father." 

Thirdly, the praver of faith is faith in the perfection of our 
heavenly ·Father's k;owledge. "He knoweth what things we need 
before we ask Him." 

Fourthly, it is faith in the infinitely perfect power of God. He is 
able, I know; He is perfectly able to accomplish and give, i{ He will, 
all I feel or think I need. 

Fifthly, it is faith in the perfection of His goodness. He _is my 
Father, and is too wise to make any mistake, too good to be unkmd._ 

Lastly, it is the prayer of holy, humble resignation: "Not as I will, 
but as Thou wilt." 

Mr. Masterson said something on prayer at Mr. Gooding's meeting, 
which I wish be would publish. Of prayer I have, for near fifty years, 
been the subject, but a poor cripple at best. Still, sometimes I am 
drawn to, and then delivered at, the mercy seat. It is one of the 
choicest mercies on earth: so believeth C. W. BANKS. 
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THE DEPARTURE OF THE WIFE OF BROTHER 
T. J. MESSER. 

357 

[We give the following note from our much-1,onomed friend, Mr. Messer. 
We hope, after he has rested awhile, lie will arise and yet go forth 
among our Churches to wake us all up; and that our Lord may greatly 

. bless this aged and devoted servant of the cross.-ED.] 

DEAR BROTHER,-! write to say I have been a lonely widower 
· ever since the 11th of Sept., 1874. On that day my late wife, 
after years of indescribable suffering, finished her earthly pilgrimage 
and entered the city of " many mansions." For four years previous to 
falling asleep she had not been able to leave her dwelling. Such suffer
ing I never witnessed ; greater patience in suffering I never beheld. 
For nearly two months prior to her departure from earth she was con
fined to her bed, and could not be lifted up once all that time. 

Among the last words that fell from her lips were these:-" Saved 
by grace alone." She had not heard a sermon for nearly five years; 
but as I had a large number of the late Mr. James Wells's sermons 
by me, she found great consolation in reading them. She often said to 
me," No sermons I read are like his." Thirty-two years ago I bap
tized her, and we were permitted to traverse the wilderness together 
nearly forty-nine years. Her end was indeed peaceful; nay, more, 
triumphant. 

" 0 may we triumph so 
When all our warfare's past! 

And, dying, find our latest foe 
Under our feet at last." 

For some weeks prior to her leaving us my health gave way, and, 
after her funeral, I was obliged to consult a Glasgow M.D., a godly 
man, who said, after examining me stethoscopically and otherwise, 
" You must have six months' rest and change of air and scene, and 
then you will, perhaps, be able to labour a little more for the cause of 
God and truth." I felt it my duty to take the good man's advice, and 
I came up here about five weeks since to see what change of air and 
scene would effect. · 

I have recuperated a little, so that last Sabbath morning I was able 
to preach to the people at Livingstone Road Chapel. I have also given 
an address at a baptismal service since then. I am glad to find that 
you are still able to do full work. May you enjoy that privilege 
long! 

Present my kind regards to Mrs. B. and family, and accept yourself 
the warmest Christian love of 

Yours as ever affectionately, 
To C. W. Banks. T. J. MESSER. 

42, Elcho Road, Shaftesbury Park, Wandsworth, S.W. 
October 31, 1874. 

"Insidious death, how dost thou rend asunder, 
Whom love has knit, and sympathy m~de one." 

How truthful, interesting and important is the language of holy 



858 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, 

revelation in reference to every eternally loved sinner. Such persons, 
when the battle of life is ended, do indeed "rest from their labours." 

"Them, the Spirit h&th declared, 
Bleet, unutterably bleet; 

Jesus is their great rewa.rd, 
Jesus is their endless rest." 

And in the midst of the gorgeous sunlight emanating from the rain
bow-cinctured throne it will be their privilege to bathe their happy 
spirits, to wave the ,ictor's palm, and sing the victor's song. Amongst 
that glorified throng the subject of this brief memoir is now found, 
acknowledging herself to be a 

"Debtor to mercy alone." 

Mary Ann Messer was born in the town of Hull, in Yorkshire, 
Nov. 7th, 1803. She was the daughter of one of that noble band of 
missionaries who were sent out in the ship Duff by the London Mis
sionary Society, which ship was seized by a French privateer, and the 
missionaries were carried to South America. In early life the late Mrs. 
M. was the subject of religious impressions, and before she was out of 
her teens she was admitted into the bosom of the Church of God. In 
the year 1826 she was married to the writer of this sketch, and for 
nearly fort_r-nine years she was indeed a helpmate to him. With him 
she patiently bore many a heavy burden, and all through her life's 
journey ministered, as far as she could, to his comfort. 

In the year 1842 she was baptized by myself, not having seen it her 
privilege to be immersed until then. From her baptism to the end of 
her pilgrimage she was a Strict Baptist, believing the views held by 
such persons to be most in accordance with the teachings of Jesus and 
His Apostles. 

For more than twenty years of her marriage life she was ca.lled to 
pass through a " great fight of affliction;" but, in the midst of• the 
whole, she felt the force of the truth so beautifully sung by James 
Montgomery :-

"Wh&te'er thy lot, where'er thou be, 
Confe,s thy folly, kiss the rod, 

And in thy chastening sorrows see 
The hand of God. 

A bruised reed He will not break ; 
.Afflictions all Hie children feel; 

He wounds them for His mercy's sake; 
He wounds to heal." 

It was during the last four years of her life she suffered most 
severely. Only twice, during those years, was she wheeled out for a 
few minutes into the open air. Confined to her chair through- the day, 
from the beginning to the close of each of those four years she found 
solace in reading the Book of Truth, and in perusing the sermons of 
that noble champion for the truth, the late James Wells; and she used 
to say she found no sermons that she read minister so much to her 
happiness as the sermons of that distinguished man. She also always 
welcomed the EARTHEN VESSI-}L every month, and read it with avidity 
a.nd delight. 
_.:_: It affords me no small amount of gratification to be able to say that, 
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in her experience, the truth of the saying of the great teacher of the 
Gentiles was demonstrated : " Tribulation worketh patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed; because 
the love of God is shed abroad in the heart." All the pains and 
sorrows, connected with her earthly pilgrimage, were sanctified to her 
good, and were the means of awakening in her mind intense longings 
for the rest and purity of the city of "many mansions." 

Some years prior to her removal from London to Glasgow in the 
year 1868, she suffered severely from sciatica, the effects of which she 
felt until she passed from earth to heaven. 

After being about a year in the second city of the kingdom, the 
humidity of its atmosphere began to tell powerfully upon her frail 
tabernacle of clay. By-and-bye partial paralysis of the lower extre
mities took place, -which was followed by anasarca and death. 

She kept up in her wheeled chair until two months previous to her 
departure. During those months she was never lifted up once 
from her dying couch. Such sufferings, the physician who attended 
her said, " he never witnessed." They were truly fearful in their nature, 
and yet, in the midst of all, 

"Submission's sacred hymn arose 
Warbling from every trembling string." 

For two years previous to her death sbe was attended by an affec
tionate niece, whose unremitting attention and sympathy tended greatly 
to mitigate her sufferings. That niece sat by her side during the last 
long struggle, and never left her bedside until the victory was won. 
She wiped away the last tear-drop that trembled on her eyelids, and her 
name was the last word that fell from the sufferer's lips. A few seconds 
before her heart ceased its pulsations she gazed lovingly at her niece, 
and said, with a peculiar accent, " Mary l " and then, with a heavenly 
smile which remained on her face after death, she sweetly fell asleep. 

" Calm was her eri t. 
Night dews fall not more gently on the ground, 
Nor weary, worn-out winds expire so soft." 

Day after day, and night after night family worship was conducted 
in the chamber of affliction, which greatly ministered to her happiness. 
One morning after worship I said to her, "Have you any fear of 
dying?" 

She smiled and said, "None whatever. All fear respecting the last 
struggle is gone. After you left me last night, Jesus visited me. I 
saw Him as plainly as I now see you, and He looked so lovingly on 
me that I have had no fear since." 

I then said, " I'm going to write to an old friend of yours in Corn
wall; have you anything to say to her?" 

"Yes," she replied, "tell her I'm laying at the gate of the city, 
waiting to go in, and longing to enter." 

I said, " And you expect to enter through grace alone ? " 
"Yes; only 'by grace am I saved;' ' not of works;' no-no-' not 

of works.'" 
Those were the last words I heard fall from her lipe, and they were 

sufficient. At ten minutes before eleven in the evening of Sept. 11, 
1874, she sweetly glided away to that peerless city where no clouds 
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gather, ~o tempests rage, no enemies assail, no burdens oppress, no 
temptations annoy, no sorrows lacerate the heart, no tears bedew the 
eyes, hut where all is calm, and joy, and peace for ever. 

Handmaid of God, well done ! Thou hast indeed gained the very 
purpose and goal of mortality. Thou hast, by sovereign grace alone, 
" Fought a good fight; thou hast kept the faith, and finished thy course 
with joy." 

" Thine was a holy, heavenly hope, 
It bore thy trembling spirit up; 
A halo of celestial light 
Shene round thee in grief's darkest night. 
Thine was a hope that left no gloom 
Beyond the p1·ecincts of the tomb; 
A hope whicil pain and death defied, 
Most vigorous when the body died." 

T. J. MESSER. 
42, Elcho Road, Shaftesbury Park, Wandsworth. 

Nov. 7, 1874. 

THE LAST THIRTY YEARS! 
"Why should the wonders He has wrought 

Be lost in silence and forgot?" 

CHRISTI.AN BRETHREN, DISCIPLES OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
READERS OF "THE EARTHEN VESSEL AND CHRISTIAN RECORD," 

-More than thirty years have passed away since I first began to issue 
this imperfect little monthly. As I look back into the London that 
then was; as I review the Strict Baptist Churches as they then existed; 
as I reflect upon the pastors who were then placed over them, I am, on 
the one hand, humbled in my soul, grieved in my spirit, and pained at 
my very heart, while I think upon the changes, the losses, and the 
waves of sorrow which have rolled around us; but, on the other hand, 
there have been so many displays of the Divine mercy, so many 
fulfilments of holy promises, so many monuments of grace erected to 
the glory of the Lord, that I fear to utter one complaining word. 
Nevertheless, taking the Churches of our faith and order in the 
aggregate, I am persuaded we nearly resemble those people described 
by Ezra, of whom he says, "Many of the priests and levites and chief 
of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first house, 
when the foundation of this house was laid before their eyes, wept 
with a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for joy: so that the people 
could not discern the noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the 
weeping of the people: for the people shouted with a loud shout, and 
the noise was beard afar off." 

Even now there are a few "ancunt men" who remember well the 
time when the power of the Lord was great in their midst, when the 
Gospel was preached with unction and liberty, with holy feelings and 
success, and when our Churches grew and multiplied. The free-will 
and mixed-communion idols were not then received. Most of these 
ancient men have finished their course; a few remain to weep over the 
weaknesses almost everywhere most grievously felt. A new generation 
has arisen ; a sort of new platform has been erected; another state of 
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things has b~e:Q. brought into existence ; new phases of worship, of 
thought, of doctrine, of discipline, have become popular; and, 
con~e,qnently, in not a few of the time-and-God-honoured sanctuaries, 
the'sorrowful voice is heard," Who is left among yon that saw this house 
in her first glory? and how do ye see it NOW ? is it not in yonr eyes in 
comparison of it as nothing ? " 
· , Shall we particularize ? May we venture to take our stand in some 

of them and name them? Not now. It is proposed to give, in 1875, 
if Providence permit, a series of papers, headed, " The Last TMrty 
Years! " Onr brethren will be invited to assist in furnishing material. 
For the present, in reviewing even that period, we witness the truth of 
many solemn scriptures, and, 

First, " All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the 
flower of the field: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth ; because the 
spirit of the Lord bloweth npon it; surely the people is grass ( the 
prophet is inspired to repeat the certainty of the failure of all creatures, 
of all time-things, of all men, profane, professors, deacons, beautiful 
singers, ministers, popular and devoted pastors; hence, again, he saith), 
" The grass withereth, the flower fadeth ; but THE WORD OF OUR 
GOD SR.ALL STAND FOR EVER I" We must decrease, but JESUS CHRIST 
the son of God and His Kingdom must increase, whatever changes the 
wheels of time may throw around us. Our fathers in Christ may 

· joyfully sing-,-
"And. we are to the margin come, 

And soon expect to die ! " 

Secondly, our young men, ministers in their prime, pastors in their 
. days of prosperity, and rising people of every class are wisely exhorted 
by Paul, when he saith, " Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit yon 
like men, be strong ! " And may the eternal God onr strength and 
refuge be I Amen itnd amen. 

For all the help in every way which has been given, the inmost 
thanks are tendered to all my readers and correspondents, while I am 
still permitted to subscribe myself their grateful, willing, and obedient 
servant, CHARLES w ATERS BANKS. 

9, Banbury Road, South Hackney, 
November 13th, 1874. 

LINES ON MY FOURTH ANNIVERSARY IN SYDNEY. 
BY D, ALLEN, PASTOR. 

(Composed in one hour, mid-day, June 2, 1874.) 
Now ·four foll years have past a way For all the kindness of our God 

Since to your midst I came; We bless His holy name · 
Through all this time our God has proved Through all !tie's ways we hope to feel 

His love is still the same, His mercy still the same. 
Pains, sorrows, griefs, and cares below, For all your kindness, tlearest friends, 

Mark every step we tread; I thank you from my heart; 
These waves will roll, until we shall I trust sweet love will hold us last 

Be numbered with the dead, Till death shall bid us part. 
Yet, still, in all our griefs and cares 

The Lord sustains His cause; 
He rules us by His love and fear, 

His most delightful laws. 
Thus fnr we've come by His kiRd hand 

And hope to journey on, 
l\faintniu the honours of our God, 

Through His beloved Son. 

I crave an interest in your prayers, 
As I for you would pray ; 

May God, our Sun, now shine and make 
Our everlasting day. 

I trust that Iovingkindness still 
May reign within this place; 

'Tis thus we prove to all arountl 
We live by sovereign grace. 

2 B 
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THE LATE MR. JOHN DAY; 
OR1 

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT HEAVEN? 
[SECOND NOTE.] 

CORRESPONDENTS still come on with disputations about the 
higher, or the lower, or the equal forms of the heavenly inherit

ance; but, we ask, is it profitable to get quarrelling down here about , 
those things of which we know next to nothing ? Creature-merited 
degrees-of-gl,0ry we conld never believe for one moment; but the paper 
of Isaac Ballard has drawn forth the thoughts of many minds• and if it 
lead us into the serious contemplation of what we really know of 
heaven, of our "right to the Tree of Life;'' and of our meetness for 
that glory, it will once more prove that " all things "-sooner or later 
in one way or another-" do work together for good." ' 

Sometimes we hear people sing, 
" The men of grace have found 

Glory begun below;" 

and of the saints another poet saith, 
" Glory is in them begun." 

Now, if presently we can shew what this "glory in them" is, we 
may help to confirm some of the blessed family of God. But, at the· 
present, we only give the following from Mr. Cornwell :-

MR. EnrToR,-I read the article in August "Vessel," by Mr. 
Ballard, and I have read one in November, by Mr. Pung, of Norwood; 
and after comparing the two I find but little difference between them. 
Mr. Ballard says : "The more abundant our labours are for Him here, 
the more honourable our recognition there." Mr. Pung says he does 
not adopt the views of "degrees in glory," but he positively asserts 
that the man is not sane who says, "They all sing alike, or even think 
alike, or serve alike." And, again, Mr. Pung says, "If we come to 
glorified spirits, is there not diversity of degrees there?" and, after 
naming Polycarp, Calvin, &c., he triumphantly asks, "Will any one, 
then, undertake to deny that there are not diversities and degrees ? " 
He also informs us that the "majestic-minded," the '' seraphic," the 
"poetic-minded," the "logical," the "allegorical," and "such as have 
burned for Christ," will have different places in glory to what he 
expects to have ; and he further adds, "we shall all join, each with his 
own modus operandi, which means his own mode of operation. The 
remaining sentences of" no degrees in glory," &c., are ambiguous. Now 
when the letters of Mr. Ballard and Pung are both spread before the 
Word of God, I don't know which is nearest the truth; for both dis
regard the Bible altogether. Mr. Ballard says the more they do on 
earth the better their degree. Mr. Pung says No; the more logical or 
allegorical they are, the better their degree. I can see no more difference 
between them than there is between twice one and two. "Who is 
Paul" with all his wisdom, and " who is Apollos.?" 'Tis God I all and 
in all. But your correspondents do not " honour Him with their lips" 
in this matter, therefore I trust their hearts are not far from Him. 
How is it that the Bible, which is a light to guide our feet in all other 
things, is altogether set aside in this matter ? 
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I will send you a few thoughts upon " degrees in glory" at some 
future time, if acceptable to your readers. 

THE LATE JOHN DAY. 
I have just received a let~er from Cambridge, informing me of the 

death of Mr. John Day, of Swaffham Prior. J.11 who have visited that 
place must have known that excellent man of God. My letter states he 
died very suddenly on Sunday, October 25. He had attended the 
Cambridge market on Saturday, the day before; returned home, had 
supper, and retired to rest as usual. He rose on Sunday morning, and 
after breakfast did not feel well. A doctor was sent for, who put him 
to bed, and in less than an hour he was dead. He was -14 years of age. 
The cause of death was ulcers in the throat, which broke and choked 
him, so that he could speak to no one. I believe if he could return for 
half an hour he would say, 

"Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
But all their joys are one." 

Yours in Gospel bonds, C. CORNWELL. 

WHO COMPLAINS OF THE LOW STATE OF OUR 
CHURCHES? 

Bv BENJAMIN TAYLOR, 
Pa~to,• of the Bapti.&t C/11trch, Pulham-SI.-Mary. 

"When I called was there none to answer? "-Isa. 1. 2. 

WE have a question in the first verse, "Where is the bill of your 
mother's divorcement whom I have put away ? " The God of 

Israel hateth putting away; and Christ having loved His own with an 
everlasting love, loveth them unto the end, and so He rests in His love, 
and rejoices over His chosen ones with singing. But we sometimes 
put ourselves away. I do not mean from God's love which is eternal, 
nor from His mercy which is from everlasting to everlasting, nor from 
His grace which reigns through righteousness unto eternal life; but we 
may, through our sins, our unbelief, and our backslidings, put ourselves 
away from all comfort, peace of mind, and enjoyment of spiritual 
things. Through our pride, vhnity, lightness, worldly-mindedness, and 
bad temper, we may lose sight of our signs, and bring wretchedness, 
confusion; darkness, and bondage into our souls. But do not some 
teach that we may be in a state of grace to-day, and out of it to-morrow? 
Doubtless there is such a thing as this; for it entirely depends upon 
what kind of grace it is. If a profession of grace only is meant, this is 
quite possible, for common grace is one thing, consisting of knowledge 
and spiritual gifts; and special and saving grace is another thing. 
Mind, a man cannot be eternally saved by grace to-day, and be eternally 
damned to-morrow, for this would be a contradiction in terms; a man 
cannot be a sheep to-day, having in him eternal life, be saved in the 
Lord with an ernrlasting salvation, and to.morrow be a goat, having 
the wrath of God eternally abiding upon him. Let us rejoice, God ha!I 
no bill against His people ; there is no condemnation against them, 
neither here nor hereafter, they being vitally in Christ, and are part of 
Himself, all iniquity being forgiven them. But, says the self-condemned 
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and troubled soul, Justice has brought in a terrible bill against me. 
Never fear that, for Christ has paid it all. 'l'his and. all other bills are 
paid by Jesus Christ, and therefore in the Lord shall all the seed of 
Israel be justified and shall glory. The words heading this short 
article are the words of Christ, and relate to His preaching among the 
Jews. Mark the question just before these words : "When I came was 
there no man ? " In Isa. lix. 16, it says, "He saw there was no man, 
a.nd wondered there was no intercessor, therefore His own arm brought 
sahation." Also in Isa. lxv. 12, it says, "I will number you to the 
sword, because when I called, ye did not answer, but did evil before 
mine eyes." Now look at John i. 11, "He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not." This is the treatment the Saviour met with 
from those who professed to believe the Mosaic writings, and to claim 
the Messiah as their own; but their conduct serves to prove the 
Saviour's "·ords true, '' No man can come unto Me, except the Father 
which bath sent Me, draw Him." The conduct of the professing Jews 
serves to prove another passage true : "This is the condemnation that 
light is come into the world, and men love darkness rather than light, 
becanse their deeds are evil." "When I called was there iione to answer?" 
This brings to my mind a striking passage of truth, "There is none 
that calleth upon Thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of 
Thee." This shows how careless and unconcerned the people of God 
may sometimes be. A man may strongly contend for the necessity there 
is to be stirred up by the Spirit of God; but let us seriously ask, Is 
there any real desire to try, by Gos]Jel means and ordinances, to stir 
up yourself? Is there an endeavouring to keep yourself in the love of 
God, as to the exercise of its exhortations, precepts, and ordinances? Is 
there an earnest and sincere stirring up of one another to provoke to 
love and good works? Do you feel that the fear of God within prompts 
you to be careful to maintain good works ? Have you felt a veneration 
for God's eternal attributes? Does His omniscience make you careful 
to do what is right, to do no evil, but to be honest, watchful, meek and 
harmless? Does His omnipresence make you very careful as to what 
your steps and movements are ? Looking to Christ for grace and 
strength, are you directed to a careful observance of Gospel commands. 
with an earnest desire to glorify God in all your department ? All 
your attempts at doing must be in the name of Christ, and in the 
strenoth of Christ; and never attempt "to approach unto God only in 
His ~ame, for, if you do, yon will not succeed. Joseph said to bis. 
brethren, "Don't see my face without Benjamin be with you," and says 
God to every child of His, Don't see My fare without Christ. " When I 
carted was there none to answer ? " 0 how few ! and how slow they 
are to call on God ! Our armour cannot be kept bright only by 
wearing it daily,-

" Restraining prayer wo cease to fight; 
Prayer makes the Christian's armour bright; 
And Satan trembles when he sees 
Tho weakest saint upon his knees." 

Recollect, a good instrument may be kept in tune by a frequent use 
of it; and if you do not accustom yourself to necessary exercise, your 
joints may soon become stiff. " When I called was there none to answer?". 
There was a call to the marriage feast. But bow was it treated ? Alas, 
they all made light of it; one made an excuse of one sort, and another 
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made an excuse of another sort. Do be careful that you do not by vain 
·excuses make light of such prayer meetings, when you have every reason 
to believe there are, at least, two or three met to call on God. But I 
·object to such a person being present and praying. Come, come, my 
friend, do not act worse than a Pharisee. The Pharisee I think, had 
JIO more objection to the P°'blican being in God's house, than the 
Publican had to the Pharisee, although the one was despised by the 
other. The same people that make excuses are the same that find fault, 
and you will generally discover that these, to say the least, are good for 
nothing; I mean they are good for nothing only to find fault. Very 
likely you will find these persons proud, haughty, covetous, and minding 
-everybody's business but their own. They find fault with the singing, 
but do nothing ; they find fault with the praying, but do nothing; they 
find fault with the preaching, but do nothing ; and so in doing nothing 
they tell every one they are nothing. These are the people to complain 
,of the low state of the Church, but never think of taking one step to 
remedy the evil ; they are ever ready to catch at the faults and failings 
-of others, and put themselves foremost in Church matters, but 
make it a point of study how little they can give to the cause of God, 
and pass for very good supporters of it. These people are active in 
their way, having plenty to say both about men and things; but when
-ever help is wanted they are seen to back out and sneak away. They will 
attend the preaching pretty regularly, and are seen to be at Church 
meetings, but it is a rare thing to see them at prayer meetings, and still 
more rare to hear from their lips one word of prayer. Yes, these are 
the people to call out about the fire being dull, but never think of 
touching the poker to stir up the coals. These are the people to com
plain about darkness, bondage, unbelief, and hardness of heart, and 
Greenland~coldness ; and will sing with full glee, 
« Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, Come shed abroad a Saviour's love 

With all Thy quickening powers; In these cold hearts of ours." 

Yet mind, my beloved, while they complain of their own coldness, and 
have a great deal to say about the cold he,1rtedness of others, they 
themselves get as far away from the fire as they possibly can. Say all 
you please about the Spirit's work and creature helplessness, and we 
will say Amen to it; but, after all, if we would have the engine go, we 
must use the necessary means to put on the steam ; and if we want the 
horse to go, we must clap the spur to him. Bear it in mind, Mary 
went early to the sepulchre; and God has faithfully der!ared that they 
who seek Him early shall find Him. To conclude in a word, what is 
the cause of the present low state of the Churches ? For their ini
<JUities have they not sold themselves? Have not their sins separated 
between them and their God, so that He hides His face, and will not 
hear? For the iniquity of their covetousness God hides His face, and 
because of their pride and affinity with the world, and imitating worldly 
fashions and customs, God is wroth, and reckons the house of Israel to 
be dross to him. Rest assured, my belo,,ed, the destroying angel has 
already drawn his sword, and God's controversy with the Church and 
the world will end in terrible judgments, to the cleansing of the one, 
and the final destruction of the other. I say God has a furnace, take 
heed to your works. God has a boiling pot, take heed to your ways; 
for ·the dross He will consume, and the scum He will destroy. 
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T HE FAM I L Y O F TH E FLIN T S. 

THE diversified history of this family is, to us, singularly interest
ing. ~fr. Abraham as a deacon, Mr. Benjamin as a Sunday 

scl1ool supermtendent and precentor, Mr. Thomas as a model member. 
~fos Priscilla as an afflicted but noble representative of Christian 
cliarity, with other branches of this numerous family, are all trans
parent to our mental vision, and some useful lessons may be drawn 
therefrom now they have passed away. 

Onr attention has been called to a memorial article in one of our old 
monthlies, wherein the career of the late John Berry Flint, Esq., of 
Margate, is reviewed most pleasantly. This good man, says "F. L. E.," 
went to reside at Margate in 1831, uniting with his brother in business. 
" At that time," says the writer, " the Baptist Church in this town 
being tinctured with high Calvinism, the brothers stood aloof, but, a 
fayourable opportunity occurring in 1836, they identified themselves 
with it and were elected to the deacons' office." 

We pause here to ask two questions :-1. What is the meaning of 
"being tinctured with high Calvinism?" z. Is that so dreadful and 
dangerous as to compel the two Flints to "stand aloof?" 

The late David Denham was the minister of the chapel where Mr. 
Drew now holds the office of pastor, and if in David Denham's life, 
theology, creed, or character there was any flaw, any disaster, any 
defect, we ask for the point, and pause before we further proceed. 

THE D E A D MAN I s FA IT H. 

SELECT the most thorough unbeliever you can find. An infidel, if 
you like. The sum total of him is that he is, in the full sense of 

the term, an unbeliever. Whatever else he may or may not be, he is 
an unbeliever. Yet, on a close acquaintance with him, he will be found 
to believe something or other. Still, notwithstanding what he believes, 
he is an unbeliever. That is his name in the book of God. Does his 
believing some things, as matters of opinion, divest him of the cha
racter which that name implies? Not at all. One man, in the lowest 
state of profligacy, says he believes Christ died for all the world, and 
that everybody· may be saved if they like. In tb~ opinion o_f some, 
what he says he believes is the truth. Yet the man is an unbeliever. 

Another, not a step before him, has a notion about the decrees, and 
says he believes in predestination and nothing else, and let men say or 
preach what they will beside that, he wo~'t believe it. ~s if: thei:e 
ever was a Turk in the world who did not equal him m lns 
stolid belief of that doctrine. And yet, though predestination is a 
truth, the Turk who holds it more firmly than his own life, is, in the 
Gospel sense of the word, an unbeliever. .And so is he who says he 
believes in predestination " and nothing else." . . 

In the great and glorious system of revealed truth, predestmatwn 
is aBsociated with a multitude of other things as component parts of 
that system, each of which is essential to the perfection of the whole, 
and is not only to be preached and believed, but faithfully maintained 
by the Church of God, in order to keep "the faith once delivered to the 
taints." T. CoRBY. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 
LETTERS, BoOJcs, PAPERS, &c., RE- r task next year, if our short remaining span 

CEIVED.-Thos. James.-F. G. Burgess: 1 is lengthened a little, if, after serious 
it is pleasant to know the Lord blesses meditation and prayer, we feel 1t must 
some things in the VESSEL. She is get- be done, we shall not shrink; our mate
ting into her prime, and is destined to rial is abundant; but unprejudiced truth 
carry blessings to thousands upon thou- is offensive to party spirits. Our 
sands yet. Now is the time for those Churches have a large army of gracious 
who value this monthly to recommend it ministers and people, but they are weak 
to all they can.-Christ, the Chi,j Corner- in judgment, and warped in intellect ; 
Stone, by Frank White. Not one defi- they drive the flower of the flocks off to 
nite or descriptive sentence of the person, . folds more reverent in manner if not so 
power, and work of the Holy Ghost. Is 'sound and experimental in matter. Oh, 
this a .fair specimen ? Is it a faithful that they were more wise and Christ
testimony ?-Prescriptions for the Pulpit, like; but we must pull in for the present. 
by Henry Smith, at the earliest moment. -" Mr. James Wells on Pre-existence 
-J. Lingley's Strictures are just, but and on John Church" is received. 
weak minds require encouragement. We We never "worshipped James Wells." 
want a weekly instead of a monthly. Persons professing godliness should 
Who would support it ? An affiicted neither write nor speak falsehoods : 
and poor people is our portion.-F. E. no more do we believe in degrees of 
Lill's Lec-tures must be valuable. Our glory; but we can assure the "Mem
hearty thanks to him. - "The Man ber and Minister of a Baptist Church " 
whose Faith built the Orphan-House at that we do believe in degrees of usefulness 
Halle,'' in the Nov. Sword and Trowel, here. Such men as William Gadsby, 
is a lovely picture of want, of waiting on John Warburton, J. C. Philpot, John 
God, and of accomplishing a blessed Kershaw, James Wells, John Foreman, 
work. Faith, pure, practical, and pre- and others were all downright good, 
vailing in prayer is a gracious gift where- godly, useful men, but their degrees of 
with the servants of God prove Him knowledge, of gifts, of manner, and their 
to be the inditer, the hearer, and the frailties and infirmities were different.
answerer of prayer.-How William Flack How would our Standard friends feel if we 
began preaching at Holloway is given iu were to give them Lucy Ashworth's vcr
No. 11 of Christian Pathway. His auto- sion of the commencement of differences 
biography is p'leasant to read, plainly between two of the most blessed men we 
indicating a gracious Providence guiding have had since the days of Huntington? 
and supporting him. No infidelity can -Mr. Philpot's Life and Letters, Mr. 
live in such an atmosphere as this.-Who Gadsby's Memoir, 1'.fr. Bernard Gilpin's 
was the Aut_l,or of the "Pilgrim's Pro- Lije, and many other works of a similar 
gress?" by W. Winters, F.R.H.S. A kind are on our table. When we review 
question which first startled, then much them, shall we search out their weak 
nmused us. We wish to pick the bones points? God forbid. Is it right for a 
of this book some winter's eve, when the poor read-up minister, or II little critic to 
tide serves.-" The Gospel Standard's publish a departed brother's supposed 
Review of Aclwr's Gloomy Vale" is errors? We turn from the thought; we• 
spoken of with much grief. Enemies turn from the man who can dare to in
nre pleased, friends are wounded. :For sult a bereaved Church; we turn from aa 
our own part, we are surprised the Stan- these unhappy spirits, from all these 
clard could .not find a qualified artist to mean and heartless proceedings with the 
dissect the work, if they must reproach direst pity, secretly beseeching the Lord 
the good man now he has passed away. to arise and have mercy upon Zion, and 
Time was when reviews in the Gospel for the Lord Himself to tell us that " the 
Standard were powerful, consistent with set time to favour her is come." That 
themselves, and well worth reading; but would be joyful. We have now three 
the poor man who penned this yea and tables loaded with papers, books, let
nay scribble had much better been em- ters, &c. We are looking to tlm 
ployed on his knees seeking for grace to Lord to enable us to publish a sup
understand the meaning of James ii. 12: plcmcnt, in which to bring up the rear 
" So speak ye, and so do, as they that of our correspondence, but, as yet, the 
shall be judged by the law of liberty. For way is qark. We wait His time. Will 
he shall have judgment without mercy, our friends do the same?- -" The Sermon 
that bath shewed no mercy ; and mercy for which the Deacon Reproached his 
rejoiccth against judgment." We shrink Pastor, and the Pastor in the Pillory" is. 
from reviewing this singular piece of before us. 
criticism. If our friends drive us to the 



868 THE lE.AR'i'J!lEN · 'r>ESSEL, 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
~PELDHURST ROAD . CHAPEL, engaged in the much loved employmeht 

SOUTH HACKNEY. I in which his whole life had been 
Oetober 23, 1874, a public meeting WM spent, and in which, doubtless, it would 

hdd in this place, to publicly transfer the be closed, and it would always remind 
deeds, lease, &c., to C. W. Banke, and to him that his life-long labours in the 
pa~· over the money. cause of his Maater had not been forgotten 

Mr. John Bland, of Blackheat.h, by those for whom he had preached and 
pr,•sided. and in opening the business of 'prayed. But he reminded the audience 
the meeting, he said, He had know the 'that there was a powerful reason why no 
Editor of the "Rarthen Vessel" for up- time should be lost in raising the money, 
war.:ls of twcnt y wa1·s. His first know- because the Editor of the " Earthen 
ledge of him w~s\,-hen he was preaching. Vessel" was nearer seventy than sixty 
at Crosby row and Unicorn yard chapels, years of age; and knowing that was the 
London, where he was surrounded by a : case it behoved them not to forget the 
body of men who loved the great and I Scripture admonition, "Whatsoever thy 
distinguishing truths of the Gospel, 1 hand findeth to do, do it with all thy 
which were bis (the speaker's) support in might," &c._ It was the fashion now-a
life,'and upon which alone his hopes of I days, to raise monuments to great and 
e-verlasting salvation depended. During I good men, who had been allowed to toil 
his (the speaker's) visits in the country,' all their life unrewarded, and to die poor; 
he had often heard the name of the and they had recently heard of a monu
Editor of the "Earthen Vessel" spoken! ment being raised to John Bunyan, two 
of with great regard and respect. 1 hundred years after his death, which 
He was well known in the provinces as a: had cost several thousand pounds, whilst 
n,an always ready to help a poor, weak · the poor man in his lifetime was suffered. 
cause : and whenever any such were in to live in poverty in a jail, working to 
trouble, the usual cry was. "Oh, send for keep his poor blind child from want. He 
Banks, he will help us." In addition, he hoped the Strict Baptists woul~l not fall 
had watched his career in London as well into such an error, but raise the monu
as in the country for twenty years, and ment in Mr. B.'s lifetime, so that he 
he had always found him a bold and un- · could see and admire it and know the 
flinching advocate for the great and . feeling that had prompted it. What did 
fundamental truths of the Gospel, which· John Bunyan now know of the monument 
"\l·ae no mean thing in these days, when . erected to his memory? and if he did, 
it hail become the fashion to believe and! what did he care for it? Let us do 
preach •· another gospel.'' t-;uch men, in : people as much good as we can in their 
his opinion, deserved encouragement, and ; lifetime and leave their memory to take 
when he was asked to preside at tbis I care of itself. He then urged a prompt 
1ueeting, he had great. pleasure in doing I and liberal collection, which would be 
so, to mark his respect and esteem for the ' known throughout the world, and cause 
Editor of the "Earthen Vessel." With I the far0 distant friends of Mr. Banks, fo 
regard to the Editor's coming amongst Australia and America, to respond in a 
them ; fruill what he had heard, he thought I similar spirit; for the "Vessel " was con
he could see the hand of God in it, and he stantly sailing round the globe and re
wished the union of Church and people : freshing the spirits of many of the Lord's 
mig-ht be long and lasting, and that C. W. '. dear children scattered over the whole 
Banks would Jive many years to lift up j habitable globe, who, he knew, would feel 
his Master and His work in the midst of, a pleasure in contributing to this work of 
a loving and affectionate people. 'faith and token of love. 

Mr. James Mote next addressed the I The deeds, &c., were handed over, and 
people, and after reminding them of the the money was paid down. £600 had 
object of their meeting together, which been advanced bv Mr. Samuel Banks, but, 
was to devise means to present the re- as his father thought his son Samuel 
epected Editor of the" Earthen Vessel" might require the money, he returned the 
with a chapel, as a slight testimony of· whole £600 to Mr. Samuel, through the 
the regard and esteem in which he was held agency of Mr. James Mote. C. W. 
by the Strict Baptist body, stated that, in Banks's friends are now anxious to rep~y 
his opinion, such a present was the most the said £600 as quickly as possible. As 
suitable one that could be made, because many friends are desirous of being better 
it was a building which would, above all acquainted. with the effort, the history 
other things, commend itself to his affec- of it may be given shortly. (Please ,see 
tion and regard. In it he would be 1 .Advertisement on Wrapper.] 
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MR. R. 0. EDWARDS'S CONFESSION honour indeed to be any wiBe employed in 
OF' FAITH. theserviceof myGorl." 

Recognition setvices, In Silver •lreet THE ORIGIN OF CAVE ADO'LLAM, 
chnpel, were convened on Tuesday, Nov. 17, "Under the ministry of Mr. ,John Austin 
1874, publicly to receive R. O. Edwards as the I received great Scriptural instruction, and 
unanimously adopted pastor. The gathering we loved him most sincerely; hut he re
was large-the meeting• were exceedingly in- moved, to the deep g-rief of all. We were 
teresting. The religious exercises were con- then without a settled home, till we henrd 
duoted by brethren Adams, Hardens, Ander- ofa Mr. Way, who was preaching in Darling 
.son, Tbos. Stringer, Tbos. Steed, C. W. I place chapel. We heard him a few times. 
Banks, John Fell Linlorth, George Webb, , He soon took a schnol room in Stepney 
Doncaster, F. Wheeler, 0. Reynolds, and I church yard, called the Lyceum, which 
others. name Mr. Way altered into its present one 

After the Church's constitution had been , The Cave Adullam. But hi.s career w~ 
briefly declared by C. W. Banks, brother I very short. During his last illness, William 
Stringer asked the pastor to give a brief state- Allen, of Cambridge, was called to supply. 
ment of his call by grace, in reply to which I He came ~nd preached one Lord's day and 
he said, "My dear brother, permit me to I Monday mght. Mr. Way was then lying 
solicit your forbearance, as also of this con- in the vestry in dying circumstances, and 
gregation, whilst I state for the information said to llfr. Allen, • 0 this is what my soul 
of this Church, to whom I am this day to has been living on, and what I am about 
be recognised as pastor, my life-long asso- to die in. I have a favour to ask you, and 
ciation with the cause of God and truth. I if you grant it I shall die happy. I h~ve 
prize it as a great blessing in having God- nothing on my mind but this little canse. 
fearing pal'ents, decided for the truth, who led Do, as a minister of God, grant me my 
me in the way of the ever-blessed Gospel of desire, and all is well. I shall not live to 
the grace of God, in its glorious doctrines, see it, yet if you will promise me you will do it, 
ordinances, and. precepts, from which doc- I shall be satisfied. That is, come and sBe 
trines and ordinances I have never swerved this people again, and preach to them for 
to this day, which alone I ascribe to the riches one month.' Mr. Allen promised. Alter a 
of Jehovah's sovereign grace, though in short period he returned; eventually became 
reference to His precepts I have to acknow- the pastor, and so continuer! until he rlied 
ledge, with shame and confusion of lace, I have in 1854, in the sixty-seventh year of his 
gone astray like a lost sheep. age. I do not date my call by grace to his 

"My gandfather and grandmother were instrumentality, which, I think, was just 
baptizerl by the late Mr. Abraham Booth, previous to his arrival in London, but ! do 
of Goodman's fields. When 11-Ir. John Bailey say be was truly my pastor; and if ever 
took the chapel in Great Alie street, and any man preached the Gospel of irrace 
named it "Zoar," in 1807, they removed without admixture of error, it was Mr. 
there and became connected with that William Allen. I now come to the most 
cause, and in most , intimate friendship important event of my life, my call by 
with him; but his pastorate only continued grace, when I was seventeen years of age. 
sixteen years, termin,ating· vi.rtually in 1823, Always fond of the sinful pleasures of this 
when I was only three years of age, con- world, I loved lo follow alter them, anrl my 
seqnently could not remember anything companions were the ungodly, not one of 
concerning him. He died in 1830, ag·ed fifty- wl1om ever gave any evidence of a vital chr.ng-e. 
two years. We continued at Zoar, under 'By the grace of God, I am what I am!' 
the ministry of various supplies, till Mr. One night, ever in my remembrance, I was 
Washington Wilks came, aud who soon ma- with one of my chief mates, older than 
nifested many extraordinary eccentricities. myself considerably; he was a bad man, 
He declared that Christ was the greatest called by the world ajovial fellow. We planned 
sinner that ever lived, We then left, and I should meet him at his place of busine•s, 
did not return again till Mr. John Austin about nine o'clock the next morning-, to have 
was chosen, who was greatly beloved by a thorough day's revel. I went at the time 
mnny. I was then about fourteen years of appointed, asked for him, and received the 
age, but soon some leadinll' powers made reply, 'He is dead.' He died durin!-!' the 
him very unhappy, and told him he preached night. The awful feeling·s that seized 
too mue.h of J esns Christ. He then resigned, my soul were trememlous. Both alive 
and when he left, and his friends walked out and well twelve hours before, and uow 
with him, one leading voice exclaimecl,- one of the two in hell. I had no 
"Why, all the Church is gone after him.'' shadow of n doubt of it; but I also felt the 
Well, many did, and our family, among greatest sinner was yet alive, for I sinn°d 
them who rallied around him, determined, against light and knowledg-e, and my con
if possible, they would not lose his ministra- demnation would be as sudden, but more 
tions. They took, temporary, n school room severe. I had only gone away from the 
in Bedford street, Commercial road, but house about twenty yards, with a hell of 
that becoming so inconveniently full, even tu- God's wrath in my soul, when I imagined 
ally n chapel in Pell street was obtained, the earth clave asunder at my feet, and I 
and there love nod happiness reigned. I was could see the body of my companion in the 
now about fifteen years of age, and there I flames, I criecl out, • Lord, save me,' I 
felt it an honour to be permitted to act as shrank quickly back, for fear I should tall 
honorary pew opener, ~ I feel to this day an into it, there and then, and had to take a 



THE EA.kTHEN VESSEL. 

'Wide circuit before l could cros.s the Mile 
End road, to return borne ag·nin. Every 
step I took I believed the earth would 
swallow me up; and I walked in the 
middle of the street, for fear God would 
cause the houses to fall upon me. In 
black despair, under a sense of my sins, 
God'• holiness, righteous law, and inflex
ible justice, I felt sure I should be for 
ever with Satan and his angels. Not a 
glimmering· beam of hope for weeks: could 
only sav amen to my own condemnation. 
The curses of Mount Sinai were flashing 
fearfully in my soul. 'The wicked shall 
be turned into hell.' Cursed is the man 
that continueth not in all thing-s written in 
the book of the law to do them. • The soul 
that sinneth shall die.' I believed then that 
Christ died for the elect only ( as I have to 
this day); but I was the reprobate ap
pointed to wrath. 0 that I had never been 
born, or that I had died in infancy. I 
envied the beasts of the field, because they 
had no immortal soul, and I had one 
·which must be in everlasting burnings. 
How I was tempted to suicide, that I might 
know the worst of it; for I thought Satan 
could not be suffering the men ta! agony I 
was enduring. I could not pray to God, 
being tempted to believe that it would be the 
filling up my measure of iniquity if I dared 
to go on my knees in solemn prayer. Thus 
Satan stood at my right hand tu resist me. 
The arcli traitor violently tried to get me to 
bow my knees in supplication to himselt, that 
he would be propitious to me when I 
reached the pit; but here he did not succeed. 
Day and night were the horrors of death and 
hell upon me; many sleepless nights, with bed 
bathed with my scalding tears; sometimes 
had to rise and dress myself; could not lie 
there, for fear Satan ,_.,,,J]d carry me bodily 
away. After many severe long struggles, 
something within ~ompelled me to face the 
great temptation respecting prayer, and I 
argued with myself, Jf I bow my knee and 
ple-ad to God for mercy, it He does strike me 
dead I shall but go to hell, and if 'I stay 
away I know I must for ever die.' Thus with 
the words in my heart, ' And so will I go in 
unto the King, and if I perish, I perbh.' Down 
I went op my knees before a chair in my bed
room, in the same house I now reside in; and 
if ever a poor wretch supplicated for mercy it 
was the writer. How long I was wrestling 
and confessing I know not, but at last, 
in risiu1,r, I expected surely 'Cut it down, 
wby cumbereth it the ground?' but no harm 
ca111e 10 lilt f1uw Lliat. Instant l1ope sprang 
up in my mind with 'Who c,m tell?' At 
this time I attended Mr. Allen's ministry, 
which was made an unspeakable blessing 
uotu me. l did feed under the Word: I went 
not to criticise but for my soul's profit. The 
morning star uf hope that had risen on my 
poor, benighted, law-condemned soul, seemed 
to usber in tbe Gospel day, and under the 
ministriltion of my dear pastor, the light 
shone brighter and brigbter unto the rerfect 
day. It was bright noon wit!J my sou w!Jen 
be preached from tbese words (I Cor. v. 7), 
' Christ our passover. is sacrificed for 

us.' Ch1•ist was a feast to my soul then, 
indeed, and I did say, 'He )oved me, 
and gave Himself fur me.' I remem
ber before how I resolved to amend my 
life, what promises I rnarle, what resolu
tions, and how I tried to d~rive comfort from 
my own doiugs1 but never could. Now con
solation flowed mto my soul from the finished 
work of the Lord J e■us Christ, and I have 
loved Hi■ dear name ever since, and I nm 
sure I ever shall. Yes, 

Tben, in a nobler, sweeter song, 
I'll sing His power to save, 

When this poor lisping, stamme11ng tongue 
Lies silent in the grave. 

At that time I felt I could die for Him who 
bled and died tor me; all my guilt and burden 
was gone. I felt a new creature, breathing 
freely a new atmosphere, all thinfl,"S new, all 
things happy; and bow often did I sing that. 
blessed hymn of Kent's, 

Saved from the damning power of sin, 
The law's tremendous curse i 

We'll now tbe sacred song begin, 
Where God began with us. 

W c'll sing the vast unmeasured grace, 
Which !rom the days of old 

Did all His Son's elect em brace 
As sbeep within His fold. 

The ba•is of eternal love 
Sb all mercy's frame snstaln; 

Earth, hell or sin the same to move, 
Shall all conspire In vain. 

At this happy period I was, and for three 
years, engaged in reading the hymns and 
leading the praises of God in the Cave 
Adullam. On the day I was eighteen years 
of age, April 8, 1838, I was visited, and on 
Thursday, the 3rd of May, was by Mr. Allen 
baptized in company with my own mother, 
who i• now presentA' 

{ To be co11ti11ued.) 

PECKHAM.-Rye Jane Sunday school 
annual meeting was held on Oct. 27, and 
was as large and as successful as its former 
ones. Tea, given by the ladies of the congre
gation, was served beautifully and with 
cheertulness ; the spacious school room -was 
full of the Word of the Lord, for the walls 
were covered with texts of Scripture in beau
tiful designs, together with flowers, ever
greens, and plants of all sorts. It was worth 
going a long way to see ; and between two 
and three hundred friends did justice to the 
bountifully spread tables. In the evening a 
public meeting was held in the chapel ; and 
from the statement then !!iven by Mr. G. T. 
Congreve, we gather the following facts, 
which we SU3mit to the consideration of our 
friends as an example worthy to be imitated. 
In taking a "grateful review of the past," 
Mr. Congreve said: When we opened our 
new chapel, Oct. 1863, we brought with us a 
comparatively small school. A gallery b the 
chapel was provi vided for their use ; addi
tional freehold land was purchased; and a 
comfortable school 1·oom was erected. When 
all was completed we had incurred a liability 
of £700. In the course ·of three years this 
was all paid, with the exception of a loari from 

1 the Baptist Building Fund, of which there 
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- now only remain two annual instalments of 
twenty pounds each. We then found it 
necessary to tnke extra lnnd of Sir Claude de 
Cresplgny, on lell~e ( lor no consideration would 
induce him to sell), nnd to double our school 
room, making it 48 feet by 32 feet, about the 
same superficial nren as the chapel. Thi.9, 
with the addition of two small •chool rooms, 
was done at a cost of nearly ,£600. In the 
1!0urse of another three years this was all paid. 
Since then the work has grown, and the 
Lord has prospered us. It became an absolute 
necessity to' build a large infant school room; 
.also Young Men's snd Young Women's Clas~ 

, Rooms. This WllS done at a cost of about 
.£350, In the course of another three years 
this was nil paid. Thus, within the space of 
ten years, ,£1,650 have been raised for the 
glorious work of the Sunday school. And 
when at our last annual meeting the last 
portion ot the building debt was removed
Ministers, and Deacons, and Church, and 
,Congregation, and School united with one 
heart and voice in the good old Doxology, 
" Praise God from whom all blessings flow." 
As to the present state of the school the 
speaker said: There are now 475 scholars on 
the Roll Book, an increase of 51 since 
-October lMt year. 145 of fhe number are in 
the Infant School, the progress of which hM 
been highly satisfactory. A separate service 
has been held for them in the morning. The 
Young Women's Bible Class numbers 35, 
with excellent average attendance. On the 
Boys' side of the school, we might expect a 
-larger muster of scholars had we a lar!);er 
·staff of Teachers. In conclusion, Mr. 
-Congreve said they wanted that evening £60 
to clear their way ; and the £60 WllS got : 
eertainly with the assistance of a very con
siderable lot of donations Mr. Congreve 
brought up, which he headed Jiimsdf. Mr. 
Spencer occupied the chair, and •everal min
isters gave addresses; but a gentleman from 
the Sunday School Union gave a deeply 
interesting statement of work that was 
being carried on abroad in establishing Sun

•day schools on the Continent, but we cannot 
now give the particulars. The children sang
beautifully some choice Sunday school hymns, 
led on the harmonium by Miss Congreve. 

GL EM SFO RD.-PR ov IDE NC E 
:BAPTIST CHAPEL.-The anniversary ser
vices of the above chapel were held on Lord's 
day, Nov. 8, 1874. The sermons were 
preached by Mr. Sack, who is supplying this 
·Church for a period. There was son:e dis
appointment felt as the bills announced that 
Mr. Pick worth (of London) would preach 
morning and evening; it appears there was 
some misunderstanding between parties: this, 
with physical weakness, prevented our good 
brother Pickworth appearing amongst the 
Glemsford friends. How tl'Ue the saying of 
the wise man, "A man's heart deviseth his 
way; but the Lord directeth his steps." 
The attendance was good, the preacher well 
Teceived, and we trust the Divine blessing 
rested upon the services of the day. We 
i.ieard brother Sack in the evening, his tes
-timony was good; text, Ps. lxviii. 18, " Thou 

hast ascended on high, Thou hast led cap
tivity captive," &c. We heartily and prayer
fully wish him God speed, and should the 
irreat Head of the Church be pleased to 
appoint him as under shepherd to thL~ part of 
His flock, we trust great and lasting good 
may follow. On the following evening there 
was a tea and public meeting, a good gather
ing of friends assembled on the occasion, and 
once more we had the pleasure to see our 
highly-esteemed and beloved brother, ,\lr. 
W. Beach, of Chelmsford, presiding at this 
place, This dear man of God, through grace, 
is by love constrained to appear amongst and 
assist the needy in Zion; what a blessing the 
dear Lord hllS made him to his poorer brethren. 
I speak from knowledg-e, without creature 
flattery, or empty compliment, and add, what 
debtors we are to rich and sovereign grace. 
Our chairman invited brethren Sack, Wilson, 
Smith, Brown, and Page, to address the 
meeting, and gave as a motto," vVhat is 
truth ? " The meeting was free from 
creature compliments and fleshly mirth, 
which is a disgrace to the house of God, is a 
libel on His truth, and pleases the devil. I 
have with pain seen God's people thus far 
forget themselves. I hope uiose of the Lord ·s 
anointed that read this, and who sometimes 
hold public meetings, will take the hint thus 
given in love; and remember that the 
meeting place is God's house. The subject 
and object talked about should be God's 
truth, i.e., God's Chri•t, for be it remembered, 
anything and everything apart from Christ 
will most assuredly end in death. 

ROBT. PAGE. 

HIGH WYCOMBE. 
"A Visitor's" remarks about our school 

in your last month's Vessel, wants a little 
correcting. He says we have 600 children, 
the registered number amounts to over this; 
but many have left in Providence, and some 
are gone to heaven, and the number now is 
about 370. 

The Lord hllS blessed the labours there, 
some have joined the Church in Zion, and 
our hopes and prayers are that many may 
in early life feel that great change - Born 
again, 

"And-as fast a1:1 sheep to Jesus go, 
Lambs may recruit Hi~ fold below." 

In the last few months three old members 
have gone home : Emma Marshall, Elizabeth 
Ford, Elizabeth Stevens. These were very 
much missed, for they loved to meet us to 
pray, and much encoura~·ed the pastor and 
deacons. We thank the Lord for them, 
though poor in this world's goods, they were 
rich in faith, rich without posses.sing gold and 
honoured though obscure. They are now 
with Him they loved, netll' and like their 
Lord. Imperfect here, but perfect there. I 
read the foolish fancy of degrees ot happiness 
in heaven is again sprin~iog up. I suppose 
little men fancy they are very big, and will 
merit some high place; may they grow beau
tifully less, and be usefuJ- here to God's 
Church; and when they feel old, I did this, 
and I did the other, or I laboured more 
abundantly than them all, with holy Paul 
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may they hRve grace with II deodly blow, to 
knock dmm great I 'l\'ith, « yet not I but tbe 
grace of God which was 11,"iTen me." God's 
Word shews us thRt all the Church are loved 
with the same love, and one Father beirat. all, 
one Saviour redeemed all, one Spirit qui~kens 
all. All are heirs of the sRme God, the same 
promi~e, the ~nme rig-ht<'ou~neAA, the sRn1e 
salrntion, the sRme !!"'ace of life and kinirdom. 
All are kin!!'" and priests to God. Equally 
loveil, sanctified, blessed and !("lorified in 
heaven, th·ey will have all that (iod has, 
and God himself for their everlasting portion. 
Won't that he enough fur you, poor helpless 
soul? All enjoying the same honour, holi
ness. happiness, hea,·en, neRrnessRnd likeness 
to Gorl. All employed in the sRme service, 
all partake of the same bounty, and all sing 
the sRme son!! of f:TRce, all crown Christ 
Lord of all for ever; yes. bles.<Sed thought, for 
ever near and like our God, 

" A11d ftes:b :ind bc-11 no morC' control 
The ~acrcd plrnsnrc~ of tl1c~oul." 

No groans in heaven, fdlow-traveller. 
Here harps often g·et hung on the willows, 
but there always in good tune and full song. 
Sometimes we sing, 

"'What must it be to be there?" 

Well, we must die to know. May we 
often have a foretaste now, is the prayer of 
one who has nothing to boast of, or trust in, 
but a precious Christ. R. COLLINS. 

A NOTE FROM LONDON TO 
SYDNEY. 

DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST, Mr. 
Daniel Allen, of Sydney,-May the true and 
saving grace of God be with you in every 
wa~-, and in all your work for our God and 

sell80n has passed away, ,ome special move
ment will be made, of which you shnll have 
full information. ;:: .,_ 

The ministerial brethren with yoll h11.ve 
desired that packets of our magazines of 
truth should be forwarded, free, tor diatri
bu tion among their people; these I am 
preparing to carry out, nnd send to you as 
earlv as possible. 

This brief note comes from a pt•eliminary 
meeting of fl'ienrls, bolrlen in the vestry of 
Speldhurst road chapel, Thursday evening, 
Oct. 8, 1874, unanimously agreed upon, be
seeching you to forgive its brevity. Hoping 
•oon to forward you more enlarged expres-
sions of our love, I am yours tmly, · · 

C. W. BANKS. 
9, Banbury Road, South Hackney, 

London, E., Oct. 8, 1874. 

BROADSTAIRS. - When we noticed 
certain movements, we asked with much 
mennin~, " Is this really correct?" A 
coi-respondent says, "No, not all." It '.is 
indescribably afflicting to find what secret 
and serious persecutions nearly all are sub
jected to, who cannot submit to the modem 
and popular Church order of the day. It -is 
good news to us to find, however, that -our 
ministering brother, Mr. J. J. Kiddle,· the 
pastor of the Baptist Church in Broadstairs 
is publicly and honourably sustained. Ail 
true friends to the Saviour's sovereign com
mune, who visit Broadrtairs, must not fail to 
support the ancient _Baptist chapel, which 
stands on the left of the main road leading 
from the station to the town. We have long 
believed Mr. J. J. Kiddle to he a man of firm 
Gospel principles, and one the Lord deligh teth 
to honour. 

Saviour Jesus Christ may you he more and _ CHOBHAM.-Werecentlyhadonryonug 
more u•eful, successfu! and de~•oted. 1 brother F. G. Burgess, the Wooburn Green 

I ha1•e for a long time received a1_1d read pastor, preaching 8 plain, heaven-revealed 
your books, le_tters, an_d _papers, wnh the Gospel. Our minister, Mr. Hetherington, 
d~ep and growmg _ conv1ct10n that you are a appears at home and happy. Our friends are 
faitbful and lahor10us seryant of G~, and united. The Lord's work is seen in the 
that you have bee_n quahfied ~nd raised up calling in of rnme of His own to unite with 
for a g~eat work m the colomes of South us.-A FRIEND TO EARTHEN VESSEL. 
Australia ; and knowing that you are 
aiming to prnmote the interests of the 
Churches who bold fast those doctrines and 
ordinances taught and authorised by the 
irreat Head of the Church; and knowing 
also that vou are anxious to scatter abroad 
the seeds of truth, and the testimonies of 
godly men of enry kind and class, I have 
desired that our Churches should practically 
prove to you their real s;vmpathy and 
Christian love by forwarding to you letters 
of encouragement, expressive of their joy 
and gratitude to the God of all graee, for 
raising you up, and making you hold, in
telligent, faithful ar:d prosperous in the 
blessed work of gaH,ering in, feeding, and 
building up those of the Lord's called people, 
who may in these da~·s dwell in those 
colonies; hut although I have endeavoured to 
convene meQtings in London for this pur
pose, as yet but very little notice has been 
taken of the same. 1 purpose to persevere, 
hoping that when the busy annivel'liary 

WINDSOR.-Reports of the low state of 
the two cau~es of Striet Baptists are ·awfully 
sorrow/ul ! Would it shut tl,em out of 
heaven if these two little Churches became 
one? No. Why not, then, unite, build a 
good chapel, and thus repair the breaches 
which have bem made? How could they 
let the new place go over to the E,tablish
ment? That jealous, isolated, "stand-by" 
spil'it is disastrous. Will not a painful reb.i
bution befal those who promote and main
tain it? 

WOOD GREEN, near BILLERICAY.
Jireh Baptist cl,apel has now been opened 
six years. A friend says it bas been a rare 
blessing to many. Mr. Hitchcock bartized 
the last Sunday in November. "Faith' says 
there are n,ore in whose hearts the faith and 
fear of God is implanted. We grieve to learn 
Mr. l:lunt has been quite laid aside by illnei;s. 
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WOOBURN GREEN.-NEW PASTOR. 
-This paper-making village is found on 
the G. W. bl'anch between Maidenliead and 
High Wycombe. The Green is in a pleasant 
valley, and is surrounded by hills, woods, 
waters, little hnmletsl and some extensive 
paper mills, in some ot which our best posts 
and other superior makes are produced. The 
Church of England has considerable patron
n15e here, but Nonconformity has never been 
' exceedingly powerful." Bourne End has 
its old " Independent," but all things there 
are very quiet. Loudwater has a small place, 
where Mr. Thomas Chivers, of Wycombe, 
preaches week evenings. In W ooburn 
Green we have a neat, modern, comfortable 
Strict Baptist chapel, erected more than 
twenty-one years since. The commence
ment of this cause dates back much farther. 
Some of the Lord's people over this cause 
have sighed and rejoiced alternately. Sum
mer scenes of hopeful joy and winter times 
of grief and sorrow they have experienced. 
The Howards, the Dulleys, the Greens, and 
other names are familiar to many who have 
thither gone to_preach the Gospel of God's sav
ing mercy. We have sincerely loved the trees 
of righteousness which in this garden grow: 
and tor consistency of character, for decision 
and devotion, they are pleasing proofs of the 
power of grace in purifying and preserv
ing. We heartily wish every friend to the 
good cause would send for a collecting card, 
and determine to gather a trifle, so the re
maining debt on this nice chapel would be 
cleared, the long-struggling Church would 
be able to go forth with more activity and 
zeal. This appeal is voluntary on our part, 
no official authority has been given; but we 
believe either Mr. Dulley or Mr. Richard 
Howard would gratefully receive help, and 
send collecting cards. Recognition Services 
were holden in Wooburn Green, Wednesday, 
Oct.14, 1874, where our brother F.G. Burgess 
was with much harmony and scriptural order, 
public! y recognized as the pastor ot the Church. 
We hope a detailed report of the services 
will be supplied. Messrs. Thomas Chivers, 
R. C. Hardens, R. Howard, Vyze and Varder, 
of Reading, J. New, Esq., architect, of 
London, C. W. Banks, and others took their 
several parts in the services. The tea was 
served by the lady friends with a comfortable 
abundance, and all things but the wet weather 
were quite in Gospel order. Mr. Burgess, 
the pastor, was highly commended by the 
aged deacon for his honesty in declaring 
God's holy truth. When the Church's re
port of their ordination appears we may say 
more. 

BEAUTIFUL BIBLE. - Some of us 
thought we never saw practical Christianity 
look so truly loving and full of pure sympathy 
as when Mr.John Wild, the deacon of Hayes 
Tabernacle, stepped upon-the platform on the 
evening of Oct. 21, 1874 (it being the third 
anniversary of the Sunday schools connected 
with the sdid tabernacle), and after a quiet, 
neat, appropriate and stirring address, pre
sented to Mr. R. C. Bardens, the pastor of 
the Church and the superintendent of the 

echoolsl a superbly~bound and richly-produced 
copy ot the Holy Scriptures, and two noble 
paintings, in substantially gilt frames, fitted 
for any gentleman's drawing-room. We 
were all agreeably surprised; the weather 
had been unfavourable: the congregation 
had not been such as we almost always see 
at the Tabernacle. Mr. E. Forman, of March, 
had given us a peaceable and ex cell en t dis
course; we had taken a refreshing cup ot 
tea; George Thomas Congreve, Esq., was in 
the chair; Mr. New, the architect, had 
sought the Lord's blessinll; we were pa
tiently waiting for Mr. Con2reve's opening 
address, when up came Mr. Wild with Bille, 
splendid pictures, and with such good words, 
we all felt ready to weep for joy. Mr. Bar
dens tried to tell the p, ople how thankful he 
felt. He did the best he could. Then the 
children gave us a soothing anthem. The 
chairman delivered a Sunday school address, 
which made children and all hiµ:h-up 
happy. C. W. Banks spoke a few words. 
Messrs. Grifli:h, Lanllford, Forman, Bar
deus, and Congreve mingled Chrbtian con
gratulations, and all once more was ever. If 
Mr. Bardens would publish his report in 
the EARTHEN VESSEL we should be glad 
to see it. 

ONE WHO LOVES HAYES TABERNACLE. 

LOOKING INTO LONLON TO FIND 
SOME REAL RELIGION. 

[SECOND SURVEY]. 
I tell you what it is, says a Lincolnshire 

scribe, now some years in London, I have 
looked at, and listened to, your newly 
equipped men of truth, as sorue call them. I 
have heard the pretty parson, anrl some 
others of his priestly looking and puritanical 
gait; and after most carefully examining the 
drift of their addresses, I come to the conclu
sion, that their real meaning is 

Intellectuality, First; 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, Second. 
Do not think for one moment that I despise 

real learned men. No. 
A learned man, as John Owen was, never 

proudly prated about a few little odds and 
ends of the languages; as this idolized pastor
does. Rolleston and Battersby are learned 
men: they make no empty show ahout it; 
the late James Wells acquired stores ot useful 
knowledge; he was never g-uilty of parading 
it, as a peacock with his fine fi,atlwrs. No 
man who has the power of the Holy Ghost in 
his soul, a saving knowledfle of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in his heart, and the fear of the 
Lord, waichisthe begfoning-ofall truewi,dcm, 
in his sanctified mind, will ever try to put 
himself up as a pattern of an intellectual 
preacher of the Gospel; and indirectly con
demuing his venerated fathers, who did more 
in their days to serve the Churches than 
most of these proud prelates ever will do. 
At least, this is the painful thought of a Lin
colnshire scribe. 

"Star in the West," speaks highly of l\Ir. 
Saphir'sministry, in aspedal mnnner. With 
Holy Jewish fervour, richly imbued with the 
anointings of the Spirit, Mr. Saphir con
tinuously lays opeu before the people the 
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glories of the Redeemer, find crowds listen 
most intensely to his silvery eloquence. 
Gordon Forlong, on the other hand, is a 
se1·ere dissector between flesh and spirit. 
Off,•nded spirit,; often fly off from the faithful 
censures of this Scotch barrister's powerful 
pleading-s for the manifestations of the reign 
and rule of grace in denying- self, in taking 
up the cross, and in faithfully following the 
Lord. 

Notting Hill, sir, is not without faithful 
witnesses for Christ; although some fail who 
desire prosperity. (Notes of the meeting 
reserved.) 

[We cannot insert more before January]. 

RICHMOND, SURREY.-First anni
versary of Strict Baptist Church, under care of 
W. J. Gooding, pastor, was celebrated in New 
Lecture H•ll, Hill street, Nov. 3, 1874. A 
beautiful tea was supplied to a hall full of 
cheerful iriends. C. W. Banks, in opening 
the meeting, after Mr. Brittain had implored 
God's blessing·, said, they gathered there irom 
no spirit of opposition to any party, to any 
sect, or any persons, but three facts stood 
before them : First, there were three places 
in Richmond where truth, in some measure, 
was proclaimed ; neither of them had a 
pastor. Secondly, Mr. W. J. Gooding was, 
In the providence of God, settled in 
Richmond. Thirdly, several friends re
quested him to prer.oh the Gospel to them, 
and, seeing that all Richmond was not yet 
converted ; finding many believers were 
there as sheep without any shepherd; after 
prayer and counsel, this new Lecture Hall 
was oi:,ened in Nov., 1873. Here they had 
worshipped ; here blessings had been en
joyed; and, without begging of any one, the 
eause had been sustained. Mr. Gooding 
then gave a pleasant renew of the whole 
year's labour, and enjoyment of mercies 
there. Brother Thomas Stringer gave an 
inspiring and courageous discourse on things 
easential to prosperity. Brethren Masterson, 
Frith, Kevan, Whittaker, Rush, and Ward, 
of Carmel, and others helped us well. We 
believe all who assembled were either edified 
or convinced. The hand of God was with 
us. So, in her conscience, feeleth AN OLD 
SUFFOLK FRIEND TO W. J. GOODING 
AND TO THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

eubstance of their profession, nnd even thBt is 
reduced in many cases to one service a-week. 
They live as though they themselves, their 
time, their money, their influence, were all 
their own. Conversions are few and for 
between, and when they come, the evidences 
are so weak as to excite doubt of their genu
ineness; nnd even if they are real, they ex
cite but little gratitude and joy in the Church. 
Ministers are careful to prepare sensible ex
positions and applications of Divine truth. 
Rich gifts and acquirements are freely used 
for the service of the Church, but the· intel
lect oftener speaks than the heart. WA are 
more careful to give a good sermon thal). to 
teach and rouse and bless· the people. We 
do not honour their intelligence too much, 
but we regard their feelings too little. We 
appeal quite enough, usually, to the mind, 
but too little to the heart. And is it not 
true that om· work is too often a burden and 
a care, when it should he a glad and joyful 
service?" 

No thoughtful, honest, true Christian 
will dispute these facts. 01 course, there are 
apparent temporary exceptions, but in the 
main they are too fearfully true. With 
aching heart we have seen this coming on 
during the last forty years. We must prove 
to our readers the truth of Mr. Harrison's 
distressing statements, and try and answer 
the question, "How can this sad state of 
things be altered? " 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. 
This newly-erected place of worship in 

Russell street, Brix.ton road, has been found 
too strait for the people anxious to hear Mr. 
C. Cornwell, the minister and pastor; con
sequently, a beautiful gallery has been 
erected, and spacious schoo1 rooms have been 
planted on one side, so that, with chapel, 
gallery, and school-rooms, a numerous host 
may assemble. It is gratefully pleasing to 118 
(when on every hand we are told the 
Strict Baptists are fast dying out) to find a 
young man like C. Cornwell, planted in a 
flourishing and central metropolitan suburb, 
like Brix:ton, and to be assured that every 
year the prospects are brighter, the ~on
grega1ions greater, and the Church itself 
becoming in every way stronger and· more 
deeply rooted. All this arises out of things 
e.<Sential, and things instrumen~al. Of t~e 

THE SAD CONDITION OF OUR pastor we hope we may say he 1B a man m 
CHURCHES! whom the Spirit of God is; and a man w_ho 

HOW CAN IT BE ALTERED? has put himself under severe discipline, with 
Mr. Harrison, of Ryde, in the Isle of I continuous hard study and much prayer,; 

Wight, after discoursing most profoundly hence, his sermons are found full of Gods 
upon the priesthood of our Lord and Sa- blessed Word which he opens up in a Gospel 
viour Jesus Christ (in the G. B. M.), manner, and in a Christian spiri!, We de
makes the following heart-rending, but voutly pray that all these mermes may be 
truthful remarks:-" I think I do not ex- continued : that the power of the eternal 
ag gerate the general opinion of thought- Spirit may attend the services nnd the ~ools, 
ful Christians when I assert that there is a then, for certain, Brixton Tabernacle will be a 
very wide-spread diBsatisfaction with the happy home for many many hu1;1d~eds of the 
condition of our Churches. The majority of Lord's faithful and truthful d1sc1ples for a 
prof-ing Christians have little or no joy in long time to come. 
their religious life. Their manner of life is Re-opening services were holden Oct. 18 
scarcely to be distinguished from that of and 20, 1874. Sermons were preached by 
others who are of the world. A formal brethren Cornwell and Stringer. G. T. 
attendance on public worship is the sum and Congreve, Esq., pl'esided over the evening 
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meeting, nnd not only greatly edified, en
couraged, and amused the vast audience 
assembled, but generously contributed a 
handsome sum towards the school fund. We 
recognise the good hand of God in giving us 

. euch a friend as Mr. Congreve, whose heart 

. nnd ability enable him most willingly to 
serve·the Churches of Christ in this immense 
metropolis. The Lord long spare his life 
is the prayer of thousands. During the 
evening we had some really substantial 
spiritual-utterances, well worth listening to, 
from Messrs. Battson, Ballard, C. W. Banks, 
Cornwell, Myerson, Stringer, Warren, and 
others. A noble collection was taken up, 
and all things enabled us to sing, "The Lord 
,bath done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad." 

GOOD NEWS FROM ALDERSHOT. 
Oct. 21, 1874.-Before leaving the friend's 

house, where every kindness was shown me 
after preaching twice yesterday at Hungry 
Hill, I took up a book in which I saw these 
words: "If any man glory, let him glory in 
this1 that _he knoweth and understandeth Me, 
saitn the Lord, who exerciseth Ioving
'kindness and tender mercies, for in these 
things do I delight." Thus saith the Lord 
was a morning smile, and " His morning 
smiles bless all the day." On, my soul ! hast 
thou not daily, hourly cause to bless His 
·.holy name? Indeed thou hast. Whatever 
sinners, saints, Satan, or fallen self may say, 
my soul ( created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works) must desire to glorify the Lord. On 
Hungry Hill, yesterday, between the services, 
walking out on the green, a young man 

--came up to me, ,md in converse I found he 
was a true-hearted believer in the Gospel of 

· our Saviour. He told me of the awful life, 
the saving convet'Sion, and of the faithful 
ministry of a devoted brother in Christ, named 
Allam, who, since his conversion, had helped 
to build a nice little wooden chapel about five 
miles from Newbury, in Berks, where, for 
twelve years or more, this saved brother 
Allam had preached the Truth as in the Son 
of God he had himself experimentally found 
it. Some of the details of friend. Allam's life, 
before he was apprehended of Christ, were 
very dreadful; the manner of his conversion 
was strildng. Allam was a wheelwright and 

.~arpenter, and worked under a master, and 
with a fellow-workman, both of which were 
fearfully wicked. By some fatal disease 
Allam's wicked master and equally sinful 

-companion were suddenly cut down, and botlt 
. were. buried together. The clergyman who 
,!lfficiated at the funeral made some extem-
. porary remarks upon the lives and deaths of 
the wicked. master and his equally wicked 

·man; the clergyman's address was like a 
two-edged sword in Allam's soul, it pierced 
his heart, it broke his rebellious spirit down 
·into contrition, a g·odly sorrow for sin, a re
•pentance which needeth not to be repented of, 
was wrought in him; he was made a new 
creature in Christ Je,ius; sobriety, sincerity, 
,indus_try, grace, mercy, and truth, all en
abled him soon to put down twenty sovereigns 
towards building a new chapel on a hill near 

Newbury, and there, as a witness for God he 
has been upheld. I hope to give more of this 
good man's work and usefulne,s another time. 
Our harvest services on Hungry Hill were 
well attended. I must believe the Lord 
gathered us together, and rendered His Word 
precious; although no little stir was made 
against C. W. B. 

STUMBLING-BLOCKS. 
A worthy, a well-tried and honourable 

deacon writes as follows,-" I should be glad 
to know your thoughts upon men, calling 
themselves ministers of truth, who can act 
in the following manner. At chapel, when 
the members were gathered together at the 
Lord's Table, two supplies, who should have 
administered that solemn ordinance, before 
doing so, ordered those members to retire who, 
they said, had been 'walking disorderly.' On 
both occasions, no ordinanee was admi
nistered. Many of the members have not 
sat down since, which is more than two 
year3. Another of these impudent and 
wicked supplies ordered one of the trustees, 
also a member, out of the Church meeting: 
he told them they had no right to speak. These 
are some of the things which have been a 
stumbling-block in the way of many joining 
the Church at all.'' 

[ A number ofignorant, conceited, and bad
tempered men are no;v sent out as supplies. 
They have the patronage of a few rich 
worldly professors, who have minds mean 
enough, hearts sinful enough, and pockets 
full enough to keep up a certain dogmatical 
party. And the poor serfs of deacons and 
members of these Churches pretend to be
lieve they are doing God service, by bowing 
down to these Scribes, patrons, and par
sons, who form a league, which may be 
useful in some cases, but appears cruel and 
ungodly in others. When men, calling 
themselves Christ's amba._"Sadors, ran travel 
the round of the Churches, exercising such 
lordly and popish spirits, it seems high time 
tltat the whole system was exposed; and 
such pretenders to the pulpit sent home to 
mind their own business.-ED.J 

MARGATE.-" Thanks be unto God for 
His unspeakable gift'' is the language of 
the Apostle. We desire to record our thank
fulness that the preaching of the ever
lasting Gospel at the Mart, in High street, 
has been the means of blessing to many; 
we trust the Lord will still go with us. 
Allow me to thank the London friends for 
their kindness; their liberality and attend
ance. I know many have returned home 
spiritually rejoicing. I trust it will stir 
up our Margate friends to further action; 
with a population of U,000, surely there 
are many who desire to worship the Lord 
in the beau ties of holiness. I hope before 
long some final arrangements will be made 
for a Strict Baptist cause, which has not 
been known in Margate for almost half a 
century. Thanking our ministerial friends 
for assistance rendered,-! am, yours in truth, 

SAMUEL JONES. 
67, Peckham grove, Camberwell. 
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PETERBOROUGH PILGRIMS. 
THE LAST HOURS OFJJACOB CLIFFE, OP 
DoGsTll:ORPE, NEAR PETERBOROUGH, 

The father of J a~ob Cliffe was for many 
years a member and attendant at the old 
general BRptist chapel at Peterborough for a 
Jong yeriod the only dLssenting pla~e of 
worsl11p; and the writer, who occasionally 
heRr<l the old minister, Samuel Wright well 
remem hers the regular attendance ~f the 
elderly maR, who, with some five or six, made 
the <'onirre11:ation. 

:Mr. Wright was a quaint man· but was 
li~1eral in admitting·men of truth t~preach in 
Ins chapel, and held some of the dl)ctrines of 
didne gra!'e; he valued the company and 
converse of experimental Christians· and 
!X'th he and his member, Cliffe, were buried 
m the old chapel, which has been rebuilt 
and is now the property of a section of Par~ 
ticular Baptists. 

The writer remembers Jacob Cliffe as an 
attendant at places which he considered 
pla!'es of truth for many years; the last 
twelve or fomteen years they have been 
fellow-worshippers, but it was only recently 
that they became more acquainted. 

The writer has often beard him speak of 
the hard,hips which he, his father and familv 
had to endure at one period, bnt never in·~ 
murmuring way: there seemed a thank
fulness to the Lord for having helped him so 
far. 

He was proposed as a member, June 25th, 
1871 ; was baptized on the 16th July. 
Du:ing the last few years he has had many 
affl1cnons-the loss of an eye, with other had 
bereanments and trials in his family; he was 
an exercised Christian. 

On the 23rd August last he was at the 
Tabernacle1o hear Mr. Kitchen, of Ringstead; 
on the Monday he was taken ill; and on the 
Tuesday afternoon a message was sent to me 
that be was not likely to live. 

On my entering his dying chamber, he 
expre;;..sed much pleasure in seeing me, and 
said, " I should like more enjovment, more 
love in my heart;'' but he observed, "My hope 
is built on nothing but Jesus; "none but 
Jesus could do a helpless sinner like me 
good," and" where could I go but to Jesus." 

On my nading the 117th Psalm, he in
terrupted me, ana cried, " Oh what a precious 
Psalm that is to my soul." After reading, a 
short time wa,; spent in earnest, fervent 
prayer; which, when eou.cluded, his mouth 
seemed opened to speak, and he told me that 
a little time before he was out of bed vomiting 
blood, when be fainted; but when he came to 
himself he had a view of Jesus, as his risen, 
his living Saviour; it was blessed. And then 
at the pitch of his feeble voice he cried, " It is 
not a dead Jesus, but a living Jesus that I 
want.-'' 

He then conversed on Mr. Kitchen's 
sermon, who preached from Rom. xii. I. 
He said the sermon was blessed to him ; 
and the cone] uding hymn went to his 
bee.rt. I q noted one verse :-
,, Tby mercy is more than amateb for my heart, 
· Which wcnders to feel its OWD hardness 

depart; 

Dissolved by Thy goodness I fall' to th~ ground, 
.And weep to the praise of the mercy I've found," 

On the Wednesday I called a!!,'ain ; he was 
past speaking. On asking his wife whether 
she thought I should read and pray with 
him, he made earnest signs for me to do so· 
when I had done so he took mv hand in his' 
whieh W€re g·etting cold, and' in a feeble yet 
ea. rnest way shook it many times· looking 
affectionately on me. J bade him 'ndiell till 
the resurrection morning. 

A little previous he had told his son that 
in a few hours he should be in heaven. The 
son had been baptized in the same chapel a 
short time before his father. Jacob Cliffe 
died in peace, having nearly completed his 
seventieth year. I thought of those beantiful 
lines ot Toplady :-
" Happy the souls released from fear, 

And safely landed there: 
Some of the shining number once I knew 
And travelled with them there, ' 
My junior saints below." 
His dying wish was that I should officiate 

at his funeral, which I did, on the Saturday,. 
and en the Lord's day evening, the 30th . 
delivered what some would call a funerJ 
sermon, before many friends and relations. 

Here we have the shortness of life placed 
before us: Jacob was at chapel (perhaps a 
mile and a half fr.om his home) on one Lord's 
day, taken ill, left a dying testimony to the 
faithfulness of God, departed, buried, and the 
next Lord's day a funeral discourse. 

Here we mark the faithfulness of God and· 
His tenderness to His sheep. J.acob Cliffe· 
had but little to say; he was more employed 
in judging himself than others; he had no 
strong f;mlts; yet when he went into the· 
vtlley of the shadow of death there 
was no guilt, no terror, but a simply 
falling asfeep in Jesus, an asurance of 
glory. What an encouragement to weak 
believers. Truly the Lord is a good Shepherd1. 
who carries the Jambs in His bosom, ana 
gently leads those who are with young. 
We can sing joyously with Watts:-

" A feeble.saint shall win the day, 
Though death and hell obstruct the way.,,. 

JOHN STURTON, 

CANTERBURY.-Mrs. Halke's dyin!l' 
experience, as furnished by Mr. Rowden, JS 
the same as marked herJife during the thirty
three years we knew her. · We baptized her 
and she is gone home as a faithful witness 
that the Lord blessed our testimony in Iron 
Bar Lane ; and there were many greatly 
blessed there, Against the erection of the 
chapel by Mr. Howland we strove with 
decided testimony, but the friends with him 
were determined to go forward. Who can 
explain why so many years of SOITOW should 
proceed therefrom 1 1 t is a dark piece of· 
history. But Mrs. Raike, and many more 
were truly called to know that the Gospel 
came to their souls in power, in the Holy 
Ghost, and with much assurance. How little 
did Joh think of Satan's plot against him. 
How little do any of us know of his deep
designs ! 
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THE LATE MR. JAMES WELLS. 
j \MR. EDITOk.-After reading in the 
-October " Gospel Standard " what was said 
~oncerning our departed brother, Ja mes 
Wells, how can one help feeling grieved? I 
was never pcr~onally acquainted with James 
Wells, yet have felt the words of his mouth 
sometimes good to my soul. I am also a 
reader generally of the " Gospel Standard," 
and have sometimes found a cheering word 
there. Neither do I wioh in any way to 
look disparogin!flY on any of the Lord's 
i,ervants, knowmg what poor fallible 
~reatures we all are. And I do esteem it a 
precious truth that the Lord has said "He 
will regard the prayer of the destitute, and 
not desfise their prayer." 

But must say I am grieved to see rather 
bitter words concerning those who have gone 
to heaven's home. It seems to me such a 
piece of courageous · cowardice to pounce 
upon the dead, so much so, that I hope there 
are but few that could do ~o. I am afraid it is 
the sign of very jealous feeling, which Peter, 
as God's servant, exhor.ts us to lay aside (1 Pet. 
ii. 1). Surely, if one thinks himself com
mL!sioned of God to expose all that he con
siders to be wrong in others, he may find 
constant employment even from the pages of 
God's Word. It is written "jealousy is cruel 
as the grave." And the affair we refer to 
seems bitterly cruel; but let me beseech you 
not to return evil for evil. Fight the good 
fight of faith, but do not fight one another. 
"Whence come wars and fightings among 
you ? " says James, and he assures us that 
they come from no good source. God help 
us to pray one for another, that we each 
may be healed. And O what a mercy that 
our Great Physician is gracious and skilful 
still. · 

Sturry. B. BA.KER. 

CLAPHAM-On Friday, Oct. 23, 1874, 
a tea and public meeting was held in Zion 
hill Baptist chapel, Courland grove, Larkhall 
lane, to commemorate the 73rd anniversary 
of Mr. Ponsford 's ( the pastor) birthday. A 
goodly number partook of tea-rather more 
than was anticipated-and the chapel was 
well filled in the evening. After a hymn 
had been sung and prayer offered, Mr. 
Ponsford introduced the subject of the 
evening. He said he was pleased to see so 
many friends who had come to wish him a 
happy birthday, some of whom had been 
with him all the time he had been at Cour
land grove. Mr. Anderson, who was the 
first speaker, chose for his subject the words, 
" When he ( the Apostle Paul) saw the 
brethren, he thanked God and took courage." 
He said they had great cause for thankful
ness, when they looked at the desolate state 
some of the Strict Baptist Churches were in; 
and though they could not expect to have 
Mr. Ponsford there many more years, still 
they must take courage, as God had promised 
to raise up pastors after His own heart. Mr. 
Mee?es made a few remarks from the words, 
"Godliness with contentment is great gain," 
ehewing first what true godliness was, and 
then told the Church they had very great 

reasons to be content Ill! they had got a godly 
pastor. Mr. Phillips (who is much rl'!!IJ)ect.ed, 
and has supplied the pulpit severaf times 
during Mr. Ponsford's ah~ence) brought the 
happy meeting to a close, and hoped he 
could say for each and all, "Bies.• the Lord, 
0 our souls, and forget not all His benefits." 
Mr. Ponsford, who seemed in exc,,llent 
health, considering his time of life, spoke 
very encouragingly to all, and remarked that 
he did not know of any suqject of man's 
invention to be compared with the subject 
of the Gospel. He has preached the same 
Gospel for over thirty-four years here, and is 
(we believe) the oldest minister among the 
Strict Baptist~, that has preached so long t,o 
one congregation. He is much esteemed 
and loved by all, and dwells in the affections 
of the people. May he yet he spared a few 
more years to ati:l sound the alarm, and may 
many sinners be brought to the Saviour 
through his ministry. R. S. 

DEATH OF THE PASTOR'S WIFE. 
During the last few years we have occa

sionally visited the chamber, wherein was, 
for a long period, confined the beloved wife 
of brother Shipton, of Berkhampstead, who 
has recently been removed to a high0r and 
healthier clime. The bereaved husbandsavs :-

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-lt pfeaseri 
the Lord to call my beloved wife by His grace 
in the 17th year of her age. Her father, 
then at Saxmundham, was the means, in the 
Lord's hands. The conflict of her mind was 
very great, until the Saviour was pleased, by 
His Spirit, to speak home with power to her 
soul. She wa.s brought to the precious blood 
of the Lamb; by faith she saw her interest 
in Him; then that Word was laid on her 
mind, "If ye love Me keep My command
ments." Another trial now arose: she had 
not spoken to her lather or mother; yet the 
change was so clear that many saw it, and 
were glad. She resolved to write to her 
father. She did so, and left the note on the 
table of his study. As a father you may know 
somewhat of his feelings when he read that 
note. It was the first of a family of nine 
children who appeared to have l(fo in the 
soul. My dear wife was still very fearful. 
Her father spoke to her in a Christian man
ner; her fears were removed ; she told him 
all that was in her heart ; she was proposed 
to the Church, gave in her testimony, and 
her father had the pleasure of baptizing her 
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. These were happy times with 
her for a season. It pleased the Lord after that 
to call another of her sisters; in fact, one by 
one, the Lord called all the nine. Now, 
father and mother, three sisters and one 
brother are gone home to glory. It was the 
will of our heavenly Father that my dear 
wife should pass through much tribulation. 
She was not an advocate for settling down in 
ease; she worked with all her might; she 
went from house to house (where the Lord 
called her father to labour); those that had 
not a Bible, she would try and get it for 
them; she loved to visit the sick and speak to 
them; the Sunday school was her delight ; 
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there the Lord hlessed her ; she was alwsys 
happy when she could be doinp; something 
for the Lord's people. When laid on the bea 
of affliction she thought her work WM done1 
which caused her p;rief. She Mked the Lora 
to appear for her. He did ; a way WM 
opened tor her to work for the aged pilgrims. 
Sometimes she would write poetry to comfort 
those that were cast down ; Rnd it proved a 
blessini;r to many. Her sufferinp;s were very 
great for 14 years; never once did I hear her 
complain; she would say, "I hope the Lord 
·will give me grace to bear it." She loved the 
doctrines- of free-grace; loved to talk about 
them; and when any one came to see her 
she would not let them leave her until she let 
them know in whom she believed. For three 
weeks before she died she could scarcely see 
any one; she longed to be gone. She said, 
" When will J csns come and take me? Do 
you think I shall recover again? I hope I 
shall not. I know His time is the best time! 
pray for me, t:rnt I may wait with patience 
till my chanl?'e comes." I felt I could not 
give her up; I could not bear to part with 
her; until the sufferings were so great, and 
I was led to see how wrong I was to wish 
her to remain in this body of suffering. This 
was not fully till the last day of her life. Our 
kind friend and brother Stockwell called. 
She did not know him. Her sisters and 
myself sat with her tor five nights; and on 
the Monday night I returned home just 
soon enough to get her into bed. I spoke to 
her and she answered me as usual ; she 
placed her arms round me and very sweetly 
smiled, laid her head on her pillow, and passed 
out of this time-state into the presence of her 
Saviour, where pain and suffering is no 
more. 

Before she departed she sent for a friend 
she had often spoken to, and said, " If 
you and I go to heaven, your name and my 
name were in the Lamb's Book of Life before 
we were born. Do you believe this ? this is 
truth!'' 

Dear brother Banks,-You can sympathise 
with me; you have had to pass through the 
same. Mine was to me the very best of 
wives; seventeen years of unbroken peace as 
regards our love to each other. We have 
never, on any occasion, given each other one 
cross wor•'. Pray for me.-Yours truly, 

JOHN SHIPTON. 

FOREST OF DEAN.-PARTICULAR 
BAPTISTS. C1 N DERFORD.-Anotherfaith
ful friend g-one home. Brother Harris says: 
We are still living as a Church of Christ; 
the Lord's favour is bestowed upon us, 
uniling us in the bonds of truth and 
Christian love. Our congreiration rather• 
increases. '"7 e can raise our Ebenezer, and 
say " Hitherto the Lord bath helped us." 
At our annh•ersary this year, Mr. Moore 
preached morning and evening. Mr. 
Maybrev in afternoon. On Monday we 
had our annual tea meeting, about 100 sat 
down to tea ; then a sermon by Mr Moore : 
it was a heart-cheel'ingseason. As a Church 
at Cinderford we have been looking and 
longing for the Lord to send us a pastor, 

to feed us with knowledge and under
standing in the ways of the Lord. We 
hope it is the Lord's will to bring Mr. 
Moore amonp;st us as our pastor. We have 
lost dear brother Bowery, by death, n few 
months ago: his sufferings were severe. 
The Lord supported him. His hope in 
Christ remained firm. The cause at 
Cinderford lay near his heart to the last. 
I saw him the night before his death, he 
seemed fully satisfied that his time was 
short, sayinit to me those words of the 
poet:-

" Weary of earth, myself, and· sin, 
Dear Jesus, set me free ; 
And to Tby glory take me lu, 
For there I long to be." 

W. HARRIS. 

HOMERTON ROW. - RECOGNITION 
OF MR. w. LODGE.-Tuesday, November 
3, 1874, were held the recognition services of 
brother William Lodge, as pastor of the 
Church at Homerton row. They were 
highly satisfactory; will long be remem
bered, with thankfulness to the God of all 
our mercies, by the Church and the nu
merous friends who came to wish the pastor 
and people God speed. Afternoon meeting 
commenced by J. Hitchcock reading the 
first hymn. J. Woodard read and prayed; 
J. Dearsly gave second hymn; J. S. Anderson 
delivered a lucid statement of the nature of a 
Gospel Church; G. Webb read another 
hymn ; our long-tried friend, S. Milner, 
addressed the pastor with great affection, ex
pressing esteem for him, resulting from a long 
acquaintance as a Christian and as a minister 
of the Gospel. He asked the usual questions; 
brother Lodge replied to the satisfaction o 
all present. Brother Milner then asked the 
Church if they were willing to receive him 
as their pastor? Also brother Lodge, if he 
were willing to accept the pastorate at Homer
ton row ? Each . replied in the affirmative. 
Brother Milner then closed the service with 
prayer. About 300 ·sat down to tea. We 
fear many triends were poorly supplied. We 
had 150 more than we expected or provided 
for. Every exertion was made to meet the 
extra demand. Those friends who were ill
supplied will kindly accept this explanation. 
Jn the evening, at seven, Mr. Widden gave 
first hymn; J. L. Meeres read, and offered 
recognition prayer. J. Warren gave next 
hymn. J. Hazelton addressed the pastor 
and the Church in a masterly discourse. 
W. Lodge gave out that beautiful hymn 
"A day's march nearer home." He thanked 
the friends for their presence and good 
feeling, and dismissed them with a few words 
in prayer. Thus terminated our recognition 
services. May the Church at Homerton 
row still prosper, the Lord's presence nnd 
blessing be vouchsafed, and pa;tor's labours 
be owned and blessed; and the Lord shall 
have all the praise. J. H. 

WOOBURN GREEN.-EBENEZER 
CRAPEL.-On Oct. 14, 1874, we are happy 
to record one of the best meetings we have 
ever had. In the first place, it was to recog-
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nlse Mr. F. G. Burgess, of Reading, as 
pastor. Service commenced in the after
noon by Mr. Chivers, of High Wycombe, 
reading the Word of God and prayer. Mr. 
Bardens, of Hayes, addressed a few words to 
us, suitable to the occasion, calling on bro
ther Howard, our senior deacon, for the 
Lord's !endings in bringing brother Burgess 
among us. Brother Howard then related 
how the Lord had brought brother Burgess 
among us, and how he had ministered the 
Word of Life acceptably. Mr. Bardens then 
asking brother Burgess for his call by grace, 
his call to the ministry, and views of faith 
and doctrine, which were given in a most 
straightforward way and manner. Brother 
Bardens then addressing the Church, asked 
if they were satisfied therewith, and if they 
accepted him as their pastor ? They unani
mously signifying the same by show of hands. 
C. W. Banks, then joining bands of pastor 
and deacon, declared them to be duly 
married. Friends from the Reading Church 
then spoke of t.he consistency of the walk of 
brother Burgess among· them as a Church. 
The afternoon service then concluded with a 
song of praise, after which a goodly number 
sat down to tea. The evening service com
mencing by brother Chivers giving out a 
hymn, brother Barden reading the Word 
and seeking the Lord's blessing, brother 
C. W. Banks preaching a faithful sermon 
from Paul's epistle to Timothy, " Take care 
of the Church of God." Then followed a 
statement of what had been collected to
wards the debt of £150 on the chapel, which 
has been on it since the building, now more 
than twenty years, which has at times been 
a very heavy burden to pay the interest of 
the said mortgage. About six or seven years 
back, our first mortgagee died. Having then 
to seek for a fresh mortgagee, we were put to 
heavy law costs. Now, a few months back, 
our second mortgagee died, and the mort
gage is again called in. We were prompted 
(we trust by Him to whom the gold and 
silver belongs, and the hearts of all at His 
command) to put forth an effort to remove 
this burden, which the dear Lord has most 
graciously been pleased to bless; for we were 
enabled to announce that with the proceeds 
of the day we had collected £40; likewise 
the Baptist building fund has granted a loan 
of £60, therefore leaving a balance of only 
£50 to free us of the mortgage. Sums were 
likewise promised if that amount could be 
made up by Christmas or Lady-day next. 
We earnestly appeal to friends to help us. 
Any sum, in stamps or post office order, 
would be most thankfull v received and ac
knowledged by J. Dulley, post office, 
Wooburn. Friends from Wycombe, Read
ing, and London came to wish us God 
speed; and thus closed one of the best days 
we have had at Wooburn Green for a long 
time past. To God be all the p1·aise. 

HOMERTON and STEPNEY. - Mr. 
William Lodge wus, in the month of N ovem
ber, recognized as the successor of the late 
William Palmer, as pastor of the Church 
In Homerton 1·ow. The venerable Samuel 

Milner, with J. Hazelton end others, con
ducted the services, which were exciting, 
interesting, and numerously attended. Mr. 
Thomas Steed has entered upon his pastoral 
work at Wellesley street, Stepney, in the same 
chapel in which Mr. Thomas Stringer la
boured for some years. We cannot this 
month give the letters on the11e singular 
movements. 

Q,UESTIONS FOR GOOD TEMPLARS. 
Our brief notice of Mr. Varley's tract has 

brought us several serious letters. We con
fess we know next to nothing of this Order; 
but the notes we have received froni good 
Christians have raised in our mind certain 
queries which we purpose to lay before our 
readers, if possible, next month. The precious 
fulness of communications now pres.<ing upon 
us forbid our commencin~ our charitable and 
faithful investigations before January. 

MARGATE.-" A Visitor" is pleased to 
find good companies gathering at the Mart; 
and prayerfully hopes that a faithful band of 
Christ's true disciples will be united in the 
fellowship of New Testament doctrines and 
ordinances, cemented by an experience of 
grace in ·their hearts. But a Visitor thinks 
such men as can dare to pour contempt upon 
Dr. Watts' Hymns; such conceit as can 
publish themselves so strong, as to have no 
tear to speak before a multitude of ministers; 
such self~sufficient and self-satisfied men will 
do the Infant Cause more harm than good. 
In one way or another, ministers are filled 
with such imperious, yea, impudent and 
imprudent spirits, that neither go<lly nor 
ungodly persons can receive them. Satan is 
bad enough anywhere, but, in the pulpit, he 
does mischief most disastrous. 

WELL I NG BO R O'.-Fewtownshave 
more rapidly increased in wealth, in com
merce, in population, and in influence during 
the last few years, than has Wellingborough 
in Northamptonshire. Seated on the ascent 
ot a hill; approximate to the river New; 
surrounded by busy hives of artisans and 
agricultural districts, it promises to be a 
borough of no mean order. In this place, 
Mr. W. H. Lee (late pastor of Bow Baptist 
Church) has been instrumental in erecting a 
new chapel, costing nearly £600. Over half 
the cost has been collected by the people 
themselves. A correspondent says, " God is 
with us! " That is a blessing rich indeed. 

HACKNEY ROAD.-Shalom Baptist 
chapel, in the pretty little Oval, stands in a 
central position, surrounded by tens of 
thousands of precious souls. For fourteen 
years Mr. Myerson has laboured there in the 
ministry; and at the celebration of his pas
torate, Oct. 27, we found him surrounded by 
a host of ardently attached friends. The 
praise department was delightfully sustained. 
Mr. Myerson presided in good spirits. 
Addresses on a sublime theme were given by 
Messrs. Griffith, Lodge, C. W. Banks, 
Symonds, Goulding, &c., and all things 
appeared in harmony and peace. 
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"A VOICE FROM THE WEST OF 
. ENGLAND" 

Crie• out alarming notes: papers here 
pnbli,hing fearful accounts. What do they 
mean ? Bolts broken, " union" disturbed. 
" T,·aveller " has been in the great town, the 
question was asked, " Do the London 
Cbnrches intend to take all our minist;ers from 
us? They have Ward, Langford, Bnrdens, 
H uxham; now they will take away Vaughan, 
and others. We hear Banks has stolen away 
many, now he has taken Carter from ns." 
rw e can give a true accouat of our steward
ship, if necessary. "Traveller" asks a 
question about" S. E." We cannot answer.] 

THE LATE MR. JOHN OSBORN. 
Many of our readers, who well knew the 

abo\•e Baptist minister, will not be surprised 
to learn he departed this life, Oct. 8, 1874, in 
the 80rh year of his age, at Brook, near 
Norwich. 

Mr. Osborn was one of the late Thomas 
Hughes's faithful hearers; but during the 
last quarter of a century he has officiated as a 
Baptist minister in Claremont street, 
Hackney road. Mr. Benjamim Taylor, of 
Pulham St. Mary, introduced him some time 
back to a church at Brook, near Norwich, 
there he finished his course. We understand 
his finlll experience was something similar to 
that blessed verse of Watts:-

" Je..-:.us. the ~ision of Thy face 
Rath o,erpo~ering·charms; 

Scarce shall I feel death's cold embrace, 
If Christ he in my arms." 

Across the brink of many a threatening 
wave poor friend Osborn's love has sailed for 
man v years, but now, we trust, within the 
veil ·1ie· doth " the King " in all His beauty 
see. 

TROWBRIDGE.-··OneofJohnWarbur
ton's Old Members" says, the Church and 
cong-regation here in Zion are peaceable, 
pro,perous, and well taken care of. We 
exp.,ct to bnptize a good numb.er soon; 
altlwugh we have no settled pastor. We are 
fa\'Ol!l·ed to enjoy good supplies. Messrs. 
Herni11gton, Spencer, Forster, and others, 
preach to us tbe experiences of grace and 
the fruit, of faitb, and the seed sown by our 
good old pastor is not dead; it does and will 
brinrr forth li\'ing evidence of divine power. 
The~ town and suburbs of Trowbridge are 
thoroucrhly religious, and favourable to bap
tism. ~We cannot dissect the report until 
we ha,·e lurther proofs. 

THE PULPIT.-Mr. Jones in his farewell 
sermon declares this day to be O'!e of a childish 
Christianity. People require amusement, not 
the solemn and solid teaching of Christ's Gos
pel. Some bold bluster or. wild effusi?n, 
satire sdf'-conceit, and rnnsational e~tertam
ment: 'rhis conviction, it seems, drives Mr. 
Jones from London into the country. We 
fear he is too correct: nevertheless, there are 
many of the Lord's people who will hear and 

support a thorough New Testament G011pel 
ministry. But all old things of a time-kind 
wear out. New, young, and fresh will find 
helpers. All this is quite in the natural order 
of things. 

SOUTH EASTERN EXTREME BOUND
ARY.-" Charity," in her sweetest humour 
has been travelling, listening{ watching, and 
almost fainting, Allshecou ddistinotlyhear 
waa " By w horn shall Ja cob arise ? for he is 
small." (The movements cannot be noticed 
r,et, so far as Christ's Gospel is glorified, 
'Charity" shall be heard.-En.] 

"PNEUMANTHROPOS ! "-We have the 
able and lucid argument in proof of the fact 
that "the soul is the man." Mortlock 
Daniel, W. H. Colyer, F. Silver, John 
Stevens, James Wells, and others wrote on 
thismuch abused doctrine. We have all they 
wrote. We are considering whether we will 
ask our young men to read these master
minds, as an antidote to that scientific, 
sceptical infidelity, now arrayed in costly 
robes, and marching through Europe. The 
mere child's play-of this boastful day-is 
enough to drive all mind away-and leave us 
as poor Luna's. 

THE OBELISK.-Around this four-faced 
slender pile Churches of Christ have stood ; 
and if you wait a little while you'll find some 
quite as !('Ood. Earl street chapel, London 
road, is filling up.- Brother Stringer's faithful 
and well-arranged testimony is gathering up 
the wanderers: a Church, on New Testament 
principles, is to be planted, God willing, in 
the evening of Dec. 7, 1874; I this will be a 
central point. We shall expect to witness a 
large company of the South Eastern truth 
defenders on· that oceasion. A mysterious 
Providence has literally driven our valiant 
friend from the East to the more Southern 
hemisphere. Christian pilgrims, rally round 
1he standard in Earl street. Let us give 
evidence that a mighty army of true Baptists 
still continue faithful to their Lord. 

A BERMONDSEY BELIEVER. 

1tarrh1gts. 

In Silver Street Chapel, Notting Hill Gate, by 
R. G. Edwards, their Pastor, Mr. Edward 
Linforth, to Miss Ellen Mary Atkinson, on 
Wednesday, November 1th, 1874. 

September 3rd, at Br!xton, Charles Thomas 
Gayler, to A.higall, relict of Henry Green, Esq., 
late of Sydney, New South Wales, Austral!a. 

At Stoke Hammond, the beloved wife of 
Joseph Goodman, A.ugust 24, 1874, aged 24. Sire 
feared God and walked In His commandments. 
Also, her daughter, Mat!lda Emily, has been 
called home. 

Thomas Perrell was found dead, Sept. 21, aged 
72. He was tor many years a friend to Zoar 
chapel, Upper Jlolloway. He was buried at 
Flnchley, Brother w. White officiated, and 
preached a funeral sermon. 

Nov. a, 1874, aged 21, at Limehouse, Mias 
Pounds, the eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pounds; the grand daughter of that dearly 
beloved snlnt, the widow Burns, of Bermondsey. 
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