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tgtrt is ~alm in ~iltah, 
AND A GOOD PHYSICIAN THERK 

.A THREE-FOLD VIEW OF RELIGION, IN THESE TIMES. 

"Lord of creation's wondrous frame, 1md Israel's faithful God, 
Our song shall loud Thy grace proclaim and sound Thy praise abroad. 
Salvation came from Thee alone-Thy glorious grace to praise; 
Plann'd by the sacred Three in One from everlasting days: 
Long ere the day when .Adam fell, or earth was cursed for sin, 
That cov'nant ( made in all things well) held all the chosen in. 
Deep in the eternal annals graved, their worthless names are bound ; 
Saved in the Lord, for ever saved, and in life's bundle found. 
Thus, till the affections of our God from Jesus shall remove, 
So long, the purc)lase of His blood, will God the Father love." 

THAT all who may choose to read these lines may enjoy much 
communion with the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through the saving grace of the Holy Ghost, is the prayer of the 
writer, who is hereby commencing the thirty-first volume of this small 
Christian monthly. 

At thirty-one years of age · that silver-tongued preacher, Henricus 
Smith, is supposed to have departed this life, about the year 1591. 
Whether we shall be spared to see the thirty-first volume completed is 
known only to the eternal God ; but, seeing He hath given us so many 
years of labour in the little obscure corners of His vineyard, we cannot 
but desire to be resigned, and to be ready to depart and to be with 
Jesus whenever He is pleased for us to call. 

Of our .antiquated neighbour, Henricus Smith, it is curiously said, 
his church was so crowded with auditors, that persons of good quality 
brought their own pews with them. " I mean," says Thomas Fuller, 
"they brought their legs to stand thereupon in the alleys. Their ears 
did so attend to his lips, their hearts to their ears, that he held the 
rudder of their affections in his hand, so that he could steer them 
whither he was pleased-and he was pleased to steer them only to God's 
glory and their own good." In all we write or speak may the same 
motive and powerful means be ours, for Jesu's name's sake. Amen. 

VoL. XXXI. JAN., 1875.] B 
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In this opening paper we wish to present our readers with those 
words, and only those words, which have flowed into and followed our 
spirit, day and night, for some time past. 

And, first of all, as an awful expostulation against the unsettled, 
the shifting, changing, exciting, and novelty-seeking spirit of the times 
the searching words of Jude came in, saying, "These be they wh~ 
separate themselves, sensual, not having the Spirit." 

· Now it is solemnly striking that all the promises, prophecies, and 
characteristic features of " the Spirit " appear to be the very opposite 
to all the movements and manners of those Churches and peoples who 
make up the professing bride of Christ in the day in which our lot is 
cast. 

Will you, ministers of Christ's Gospel ; will you, the elders and 
valiant young men in Zion, look at three things? 

First of all, consider, the times we live in are called " the dispensa
tion of the Spirit.~ We are living between the two greatest events 
this world ever saw ; the two great events for which the world was 
made ; for which all the covenants were made; for which God's angels 
were created ; even between 

THE FIRST AND THE SECOND ADVENTS OF THE MOST GLORIOUS 
:soN oF Gon. 

Nearly nineteen centuries have rolled over this fallen world since 
the Redeemer's first advent was accomplished; and He went up into 
heaven, and a cloud received Him out of our sight. 

What did the ancient prophets declare should take place between 
these two manifestations of God in Christ Jesus? Let Jeremiah, •in 
this case, be mouth for all the rest, and, by that holy prophet, the Lord 
clearly defines the course of events occurring between Jesus' first and 
second coming; and they 11· these:- . 

The entire and ewrnal overthrow and ruin of Babylon; that is, of 
every Anti-Christian nation, people, Church, doctrine, error, heresy, 
and idol worship. Yes, His " fan is in His hand; He will thoroughly 
purge His floor." The visible, professing assemblies on the earth are 
called His floor; Jesus has been purging this floor now for more than 
eighteen hundred years ; He has been gathering, and still is " gather
inO' His wheat into His garner." When He has gathered in all the 
wheat His Father sowed for Him among the nations of the earth, .and 
in the generations of the world, then, not until then, will He " burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

Babylon, mystical Babylon, is not yet destroyed. Did not the Lord 
speak of her, aR we see her in these times, when He said, "I am against 
thee, O destroying mountain, saith the Lord. I will stretch out Mine 
hand upon thee, and roll thee down from the rocks, and will make thee 
a burnt mountain?" Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lord's 
hand that made all the nations drunken; but she is become an astonish
ment ! Gladstone has frightened her; Manning is all but mad ; the 
Pius Pope is far from quiet; the mystic woman must one day fall, 
and fall for ever. This may be reserved as the first grand triumph of 
the Saviour's second glorious appearing; for the .Apostle, speaking of 
the one great my11tery of iniquity, saith, 
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" Then shall that wicked be revealed, 
Whom the Lord shall consume with the Spirit of His mouth, 
And shall destroy with the brightness of His coming." 

Hence, in this time is that proclamation seasonable :-
" Flee out of the midst of Babylon, 

And deliver every man his soul; 
Be not cut off in her iniquity; 
For this is the time of the Lord's vengeance; 
He will render unto her a recompense." 

7 

Oh, what a work this will be, when all heresy, scoffing, and false 
teaching shall be destroyed! Now, Stanley's Broad Churchism, Voysey's 
Anti-Bibleism, Wesley's Universalism, Dale's and Minton's Annihila
tionism, Carnal's Open Oommunionism, Bradlaugh's Atheism, and that 
deeply-deceptive thing, called Spiritualism, with other spirits are ram
pant and running wild. 

It looks as though the Spirit had retired, that the measure of 
iniquity might be filled up, and that the fierce judgments of the 
Almighty might descend. Bunyan's remarkable prophecy of " Anti
Christ and her Ruin" will (D.V.) be given in future numbers. 

Between the first and second advents of our blessed Saviour, the 
prophet Jeremiah tells us of the Spiritual lngathering of the whole 
Election of Grace by the Lord Himself. 

THREE PHOTOGRAPHIC PICTURES 

are drawn by the prophet under the inspiring and guiding hand of the 
Holy Ghost. Let us reflect upon these. First, we have described 

A True Evangelical Repentance. 
Neyer, in few words, did the Spirit of God more beautifully define 

His own first actings of saving grace in the souls of the redeemed than 
you find in J eremiah's :fiftieth chapter :-

" In those days, and at that time, saith the Loff' 
The children of Israel shall come; they and ~iP.;' children of Judah together; 
Going and weeping; they shall go and seek the Lord their God." 

There is the soul-travail of the quickened sinner under the law-reveal
ing, sin-discovering, and faith-implanting power of the Spirit. Then 
follows the evangelical and practical outcomings of this internal work 
of the Spirit. Can " the secret of the Lord, which is with them that 
fear Him," be hidden ? Can men, women, and children mount up 
instantly (under the exciting impulses of singing and exhorting) into 
peace, pardon, and acceptance of a full salvation ? Read the Holy 
Ghost's testimony of the outward effect. of an inward springing up into 
life:-

" The,r shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, 
Saymg, Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord in 
A perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten." 

Here is a patient, persevering, prayerful seeking after the way to God; 
here is unity and sympathy, with a desire to be joined to the Lord by 
a covenant of love, blood, and power, which never shall be forgotten. 
During this dispensation of the Spirit, many millions, we hope, have 
realised this first part of being saved by grace. Now, consider the 
second picture. It is, 

A Soul-satisfying Rest -in, the Gospel. 
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What can satisfy a soul in whom dwelleth the Spirit of the living 
God ? Ceremonial forms, fashionably dressed ministers, musical en
tertainments, and all the semi-religious enterprizes of modern times 
fail to satisfy the man whose heart panteth for the living God. But 
there is a healing balm in Gilead, and a good Physician there. Hence, 
by the mouth of the good old prophet, the Lord says, 

"I will bring Israel again to his habitation; 
He shall feed on Carmel and Bashan; 
.And his soul shall be satisfied upon Mount Ephraim and Gilead!" 

Gilead, with its sister mountains, were all famous for fat pasture-1:tnds 
and fruits in rich abundance; and they prefigured the fulness of Christ 
as revealed and enjoyed in the Gospel. The times have been when the 
Gospel, in England, has been preached in the fulness and power of the 
Holy Ghost ; and multitudes have been satisfied; their souls have been 
confirmed and comforted; they have gone on their way rejoicing. 

The grace of God completes its work ; therefore, the third· picture 
comes on in close connection : it declares 

The Final and Crowning Work of Mercy. 
And how splendidly rich and weighty in meaning are the descriptive 

lines in this finishing view of the Saviour's accomplishment of the 
covenant of grace l 

"In those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, 
The iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; 
And the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found; 
For I will pardon them whom I reserve!" 

Here is a prophetic reference to two parts of the final judgment. John 
says, "I saw a gTeat white throne, and Him that sat on it; from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away," &c. Again, he says, "And 
I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened!" 
'~\.Here the iniquity of Israel and the sins of Judah will be found 
written in black and awful lines. Not one of my sins, or of thy sins, 
my reader, will then be lost sight of. 

In the Book of God's Omniscience aU will be seen ; 
In the Book of His Remembrance none will be forgotten ; 
In the Book of all His Creatures, against whom we have sinned, wit-

nesses will be found ; 
The Book of Providence which we have despised and abused; 
The Book of Scripture, both of law and Gospel; 
The Book of Nature which declared the wondrous power of God; 
And the Book of every man's Conscience will then be awakened and 

opened against him. 
· _;But, blessed be God, Christ's great Payment Ledger wpl_be searched 

ere final judgment shall be passed upon any one; hence, d1stmctly, John 
says, "And another book was opened, which is the Book _of Life." 
This book has the names of all the elect of God ; of all the given ones 
to Christ• of all the justified by His obedience ; of all the blood
redeemed' hosts of believers; of the Spirit-regenerated and sealed souls 
of grace. And this book will so eclipse the whole contents of the seven 
other books referred to, so far as the spouse of Christ is concerned, 
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that, then, in absolute perfection, the whole Trinity shall address the 
()hurcb, exclaiming, 

"Thou art all fair, My love! There ie no spot in thee." 

Then shall God wipe away tears from off all faces, and " the King in all 
His beauty " shall shout the happy welcome, " Come, ye blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world!" 

But, "the dead "-those separated from God-never quickened, 
never reconciled to God-" the dead shall be judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to their works; and 
whosoever was -not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire." 

Thus we have seen the character, the work, and the end of the 
present dispensation; the descent, the power, and progress of the work 
-of God the Holy Ghost. It began on the Pentecostal Day, and through 
ages of confliqt it has travelled on, and is still going forth, and will 
never finally cease until the whole family of God are called. 

The second and third views of religion, as seen in these times, are 
reserved. A great pressure of correspondence forbids our further pro
ceeding this month. Our simple aim is a fourfold enquiry:-1, The 
character of the dispensation we live under; 2, The Bible description 

•Of that dispensation; 3, The confused, divided, conflicting, and weakened 
state of our Churches ; 4, Where is our remedy ? what should be our 
course of action, under the direction and blessing of God ? That these 
considerations may not be utterly rejected is the humble prayer of 

9, Banbury Road, South Hackney. C. W. B. 

Before proceeding with the Biblical Descriptions of the Coming and 
Power of the Holy Ghost, and the apparent want of that power in many 
-of our Churches, I pause to ask all my brethren if they will send me 
,notes of the state of true godliness in their own Churches? The 
following 

MARVELLOUS ANNOUNCEMENT 

I give from the lips of Robert Baxter, Esq., as delivered by him in 
London on the first of December, 1874. If this is true, are we, as 
Strict Baptists, partakers of the blessing ? If not, why is it ? The 
,announcement I refer to is this:-

Robert Baxter, Esq., said: "The o\dest of us can never remember 
any season in the Church of Christ throughout our land when the 
manifest presence of God and power of the Holy Ghost in the conversz"on 
-of souls and the awakening of the careless, was so wide and so deep as 
it is at the present time. It is not only in the north and west, but 
throughout the land-not only among the brethren of whose doings 
we are going to hear to-night, but everywhere and in every section of the 
Church. Wherever the people of God assemble and pray for the out
pouring of the Holy Spirit and the quickening of souls, God answers 
the prayer, and up and down our country the people are bowed down to 
ask the blessing, and God is abundantly giving it." 

This statement comes to me with much astonishment. I have been 
up and down, in and through the counties of the kingdom, for over 
thirty years continuously up to the present time-sometimes from ten 
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to twenty journeys in a month. I have always enquired into the state 
of the different Churches. Except in very few cases, I have received · 
melancholy tidings of spiritual dearth. Mr. Baxter's statement may 
refer to some very recent demonstrations. I read it with a trembling 
soul; and on my knees have I implored our glorious High Priest to 
grant to our Churches a heavenly Pentecostal shower: for I well know I 
many of us need it; and if it come not, we must languish into weak- 1 

ness and divisions more awful than we are. Two special voices spoke ' 
in my soul. One said, "Not reckoned among the nations I " New : 
Testament, conscientious, Strict Baptists I is not this our condition : 
'' The people shall dwell alone, and not be reckoned among the nations?" 
Why are we separated? scorned? and treated as the dangerous o:ff
scourings of the people ? Simply because we abide by the teachings 
and commandments of our Lord and Master. Is not this true? 

But another voice spoke in me, while low before the Lord: "If ye, 
being evil, know how to gh-e good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him ? " This voice has been to me a silent token ·for good. I feel in 
my soul a deep desire to be urgent in prayer for the soul-quickening· 
power of the Spirit; and, by divine help, we will unite and call upon 
our God. 

The venerable Dr. Allen, in Southwark, throws open- a chapel for 
special prayer. Brother Hall, of Clapham, writes us he has been to
the Monday meetings for prayer,and was solemnly influenced and blest. 
We have letters and papers from Manchester, from brother John 
Hudson and others, where immense excitement prevails. Christ's 
Gospel, in its fulness, is not clearly recognised; but, brethren! we are 
nothing without the energy of the Divine Comforter. Are our hearts 
stirred up to a solemn sense of this? Then may that Spirit fill the· 
sails of all our souls with life, and love, and faith, and prayer I 

May sinners at God's throne fall down! 
And put on Jesus' head the crown! 

So prays, THE EDITOR. 

THE HOUSE OF PRAYE& 
I love the house of pra.yer, All fulness there is found, 

That sweetest spot below; .A.nd·balm for every woe; 
My I?ather meets me there, There sa.ints in joy a.bound, 

And speaks away my woe. And in a.11 gra.ces grow ; 
.Amid a world of grief a.nd ea.re, But we· are lukewarm, lean, and be.re, 
My heaven is in that house of pra.yer. When we neglect the house of prayer. 

The house of pra.yer I love, There sin, and earth, and hell, 
For there I meet the saints ; Alike a.re all unknown ; 

And often soar above Where Jesus deigns to dwell, 
All sorrows and complaints; And where He reigns a.lone. 

And there the Saviour's tender voice And saints, from age to age, decla.re 
Bids my poor trembling heart rejoice. . His throne is in the house of pra.yer. 

The Saviour loves that r,lace, [ Then let us sing, "All hail,. 
When "two or three ' a.re there; : Thou Sov'reign Lord of a.11 ! "· 

And brlngs His throne of grace ! Thy word shall never fail ' 
. Down to that house of prayer; , To those who on Thee call; 

And none shall seek that throne in vain, I And such as love Thy house of pra.yer, 
When, dark and burdened, they complain •. Will ever find a Saviour there. 

Newark, December, 1874. Wn.r,1~11 STOKES. 
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THE INVITATION AND PROMISE OF JESUS. 
BY MR. GEO. WEBB, OF CAMDEN TOWN. 

"Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you r~et." 
-Matt. xi. 28. 

GOD has given every encouragement in His Word to those that feel 
their need of Jesus Christ, as a Saviour : none need despair. 

while He is able and willing to save; no sinners are too great or too 
bad for Him, who hath said, "I came not to call the rigl:teous, but 
sinners to repentance." · 

There are three things in the text for our consideration, First, The 
Pursons Invited; Second, The Invitation Given ; and Third, TkB 
Blessing Promised. 

I. THE PERSONS INVITED are those that labour and are heavy laden, 
All God's elect family, when they are convinced of sin by the Holy Spirit 
and taught to know their helplessness, are burdened ; 1. With a sense 
of their guilt, when the Holy Spirit works conviction in their heart, 
then there is guilt in their conscience, and the soul is heavy laden. 
They then try to get rid of it by their own doings ; but they find that 
they are not able to bring their doings up to the requirements of God's 
law ; thus they grow weary, feeling the force of those words, " Cursed 
is every one that continueth not in all things written in the book of 
the law to do them." 

Those that are thus taught by the Spirit of God are led to cry for 
relief to the Lord, as the Publican did, " God be merciful to me a 
sinner," " Lord, save, or I perish ; " and with the poet, say, 

"With my burden I begin, 
Lorcl remove this loacl of sin ; 

Let Thy bloocl for sinners spilt, 
Set my conscience free from guilt." 

2. They are "heavy laden" with the temptations of the devil; 
tempted to believe that they have sinned beyond the reach of mercy. .At 
other times that they are not God's elect ; and that they have neither part 
or lot in the matter of salvation. 0 how Satan will try to drive a poor 
sensible sinner to despair; but the Holy Ghost reveals certain facts to 
those that labour, and are heavy laden, under these temptations of the 

. devil, that Jesus is able to save to the uttermost ; that His blood 
cleanseth from_ all_ sin;, thus they are kept from despair, though they 
are ready to famt: 

· · That impious if he thus 
At God's Incarnate threw; 

No wonder if be casts at t1s, 
.And makes us feel it too. 

II. THE INVITATION GIVEN. God has made a gracious provision in 
J~sus Christ for His needy people. The invitation is a special one, 
given to a special people, as described in the text : burdened and 
weary. The Lord gives faith to such ; and then reveals Himself to 
their faith ; it is not enough that the invitation for the people of God 
stands recorded in the Bible it must be applied with divine power to 
their hearts. When J esils s~ys, in the whispers of His love, " Come 
un~o Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden," the1;1 the poor 
guilty sinner, tired with His own doings, can lay hold of Christ and say, 
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"Lo, glad I come, and Thou, blest Lamb, I Nothing but sin I Thee can give, 
Shalt take me to Thee as I am; Nothing but love shall I receive." 

There is no tantalizing with our God. He empties, and then He 
fills ; He wounds, and then He heals; He strips, and then He clothes; 
He makes us . feel sick of self, and sin, and all creature-merit, then 
He imi.tes us near to Himself, for peace, pardon, and satisfaction. How 
sweet is the word '' Come," when applied with power. " Come, let us 
reason together." " Come, buy wine and milk without money, and 
without price," or, in the words of our text, "Come unto Me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

The soul thus drawn will run, made willing in the day of His 
power, to seek Him with the whole heart. Coming is believing on Him, 
and trusting in Him, for the fulfilment of the promise. Encouraged 
by His word, " Him that cometh to Me, I will in nowise. cast out." 
This leads us to the blessing promised. 

III. THE BLESSING PROMISED is " Rest." The rest of the people of 
God is two-fold ; I. There is a resting by faith in Christ ; all that are 
united to Jesus Christ, and have an interest in Him find, to the joy of 
their heart, that there is nothing to do, and nothing to pay, in matters 
of salvation, for we which have believed do enter into rest: a rest from 
all toil and labour procured by blood and enjoyed·by faith. "I sat down 
under His shadow with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my 
taste ; " a rest from the claims of the law. "Christ is the end of the 
law for righteousness to every one that believeth." Then the poor, 
weary, burdened sinner can sing, 

" Calvary's summit let us trace, 
Climb the heights and depths of grace; 

Count the purple drops and say, 
Thus my sins were borne a.wa.y." 

2. A resting with Christ in glory. "There remaineth e. rest for 
the people of God." At death the soul resteth with Christ in heaven, 
the body resteth in the grave, this is a resting from pain and sor~ow, 
from sin, care, and temptation. There the wicked cease from troubling, 
and there the weary are at rest. The consummation o_f the happine~s 
and bliss of the people of God will be at the resurrection, when their 
bodies will be raised and fashioned like unto Christ's glorious body, 
then will He say " Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 

' ' h ld" prepared for you from before the foundation of t e wor . 
"Then shall we see, and hear, and know I And every power find sweet employ 

.All we desired and wished below; In that eternal world of joy." 

TO THE EXERCISED IN ZION. 

P uzzling are J ehovah's dealings, 
E minently good and wise; 
A I ternatiug frames and feelings 
C onstantly His mind disguise. 
E ver is He true and tender, 

AN ACROSTIC. 

H appy is the man who bases 
T rust in our Immanuel ! 
H ushed be all impatient fretting
y ield the gracious Lord His due; 
S eek unto Him, not forgetting 

B ut we oft mistake His mien, 
E yeing waves with faith so slender, 

P eaceful are His thoughts to you. 
I s there no celestial ,hining? 

W hen the Master should be seen. 
I f His hand but fix: our cases 
T hen we know that all is welf; 

86, Exmouth street, E. 

R ough thy way! involved thy case? 
I nterdieliog faithless pining, 
T urn ye to the God of grace. 

8, GRAY, 
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BE PRAYERFUL-BE WATCHFUL-BE THANKFUL. 
W .A.TOH-WORDS FOR THE LIVING IN 1875. 

:BY C. MASTERSON, 
Minis!er of Little Alie Street <!hapel. 

TRUE prayer is the unfailing evidence of divine life in the soul. 
"Behold he prayeth I" was the first mark of Paul's conversion. 

"God be merciful to me a sinner I " was the publican's petition, and 
not his alone, but the cry of every Spirit-quickened sinner. It is a 
solemn time when the word of eternal truth comes home with divine 
power to the soul, revealing the sinfulness of sin, the inflexible nature 
of God's law, together with the holiness of His character; then the cry 
will be heard, "Woe is me, I am undone;" " Whither shall I flee to 
escape the wrath to come?" and no rest of soul, no peace of conscience 
is realised till the poor trembling, burdened sinner is brought to believe 
in Jesus, who, by His one sacrifice, has for ever put away sin, appeased 
the wrath of God, and made eternally honourable the law we had 
broken. " Salvation by grace" becomes the one absorbing topic of 
thought and adoration. 

True prayer is the soul's element, and so indispensable to its well
being, that it cannot live without it. As well might a man live without 
breathing as a Christian without praying. He esteems it a most 
blessed privilege to " Call upon the Lord in the day of trouble " and to 
be graciously heard and answered. He loves the Lord who heard the 
voice of his supplication, and determines to call upon Him as long as 
he lives. 

Such is the order of the divine government. No Church of Christ 
can prosper apart from fervent, united, and constant prayer. Believing 
this, we would say, in all solemn earnestness, to each believer,-

!. Be prayerful. There are certain powerful reasons to stimulate 
and encourage to this exercise. First, Because God will answer prayer. 
With reverence we say it, It is impossible that God should refuse to 
answer real prayer. It is possible for Him to bid the sun stand still 
and the moon to stay her monthly march; to freeze the angry waves of 
the sea, and to quench the light of stars in eternal darkness, but it is 
not possible, 0 believer, that He should refuse to answer that prayer 
based on His promise and offered in faith. He may reverse nature, but 
He cannot alter His own nature, and this He must do to refuse to 
answer the prayers of His people.. Their prayers are His intentions. 
Let us not be misunderstood. What God writes in the book of Ilis 
decrees, where no eye but His has seen, that, in due time, He writes 
upon the hearts of His people where it is both seen and felt; so that 
the book of the believer's desires, when inspired by the Holy Ghost, is 
an exact copy of the divine decrees ; so that if the Church of God is 
determined to unite in prayer, and to use every legitimate means for 
the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom, the object sought shall be 
realised, for God has determined, before all worlds, that sinners shall 
be saved, and that the Church should be instrumental in this great 
work ; and the promises, which are His revealed purposes, teach and 
confirm the same truth. Let us not, therefore, for a moment tolerate 
the grievous thought that God will not answer prayer. We have mis-

c 
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understood His nature as revealed in Christ, we have misread Calvary 
we have forgotten His past character, and altogether overlooked th~ 
experience of the Church in all ages, if we think so. But the Church 
Knows from past experience that God does hear and answer prayer. 
Then, bret)iren, let us continue o_ur united prayers, expecting to see yet 
greater thmgs. He says to His people, "Prove me now herewith 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heave~ 
and pour you out a blessing t.hat there shall not be room enough to 
receive it." 

II. Be watchful. The Word says, " Be watchful unto prayer •" 
"Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving." If 
we do not watch we shall become drowsy in the exercise of prayer. 
Joshua fought the Amalekites, and we read " not his hands became 
weary, though the battle lasted a long day." But Moses was on the 
mount praying, and his hands grew weary. Praying is a more spiritual 
:work than fighting, and unless we watch unto prayer it will have the 
same influence on us. It is ill praying when we are drowsy, and, alas, 
we fear many are in that state, neither cold nor hot. 

Be watchful, as the enemy will commence the attack. As soon as 
the Church be in eamest the devil will be in earnest too, and will 
leave no stone unturned to defeat her designs. Be earnest, be 
courageous in maintaining the glorious Gospel of Christ in its doctrines, 
promises, precepts, and prospects. Be watchful in embracing every 
opportunity of doing good. If we cannot cause the wind to blow we 
can spread the sail ; if we cannot command the Spirit we can be in 
readiness for His coming as the disciples of old were. Watch for 
answers to prayer. If we send a letter to a friend requesting an 
answer, we expect to receive one. Let us riot think or act differently 
in lodging our petitions at the throne of grace. If presented in faith, 
in the name of Christ, and in accordance with His will, we may con.
fidently expect answers. We do not wonder at some Churches being 
so much blessed: they pray and expect answers to their prayers. Let 
none, however, think because God delays in answering prayer that He 
will not. He exercises the graces of His people in the matter, and 
teaches them, as a Sovereign, that He has a set time to favour Zion. 
Onr actions in spiritual things somewhat correspond with our deeds of 
childhood. We then put seed into the ground, and in a few days we 
were pulling away the earth to see whether it was growing. In sowing 
the seed of God's Word we need much patience, faith, and pray~r, 
remembering, by way of encouragement, that " the word that goeth 
forth out of His mouth it shall not return unto Him void, but it shall 
accomplish that which He pleases, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereunto He bath sent it." 

"Though seed lie buried long in dust, 
It shan't deceive their hope; 

The precious grain can ne'er be lost, 
For grace in11ure& the crop." 

III. Be thankful. In New England, after the Puritans had settled 
there they often had days of fasting, humiliation, and prayer, till at 
last ; good senator proposed that they should have a change for once, 
and so have a day of thanksgiving. It is no use always to be fasting; 
we ought to give thanks for mercies already received. Let us be 
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thankful for past mercies when we come before God for fresh ones. Be 
thankful to Him for His love to us, His love in us, His love round 
about us. Be thankful that He even called us to salvation : the know
ledge of it, the joys of it, and the desire and ability to make it known 
to others. Be thankful for any success which has attended our labour 
for the Lord, the pleasure found in His ways, His presence realised, 
and His promises fulfilled. 

Oh, my dear reader, let us be thankful if we can say with Paul, 
"By the grace of God I am what I am." Plato, looking through the 
dim spectacles of nature, gave thanks unto God for three things : first, 
that God had created him a man' and not a beast; secondly, that he 
was born a Grecian not a barbarian; thirdly, that not only so but a 
philosopher also. But the heaven-born Christian, that is better taught, 
turns the stream of his thanks into another channel. First, that God 
bath created him after His own image; secondly, that He has called 
him out of the common crowd of the world and made him His; and 
thirdly, that amongst those who bear the name of Christ he has been 
kept faithful. 

Now, as our watch-word for 1875, let us take these three B's.:
Be prayerful-Be watchful-Be thankful. 

"Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life." 
"The grace· of Christ our help eomplete, 

The love of God serene, 
The Holy Ghost's communion sweet 

Be with you all. A.men. 

"THY SINS ARE WASHED AWAY." 
A BRIEF MEMOIR OF MR. G. P. AUSTIN, OF SOUTH HACKNEY. 

A STUDY FOR YouNG ME1'. 
[As we have known for many years the honoured parents of this young man whose 

dying hours are here reviewed, we give the following account with the best con
'fidence.-En.] 

INSTANCES· of the life and de'ath of aged pilgrims, recorded for the 
perusal of survivors, prove encouraging and instructive. By it 

the faithfulness of God is shewn in the lights and shades of an event
ful and protracted pilgrimage on Zion's road, and their safe arrival at 
the celestial city. But in the sketch now before us we have to narrate 
the last illness and peaceful death of one whose "sun is gone down while 
it is high day;" proving the uncer~nty of earthly things, and our 
liability to be called away by the stroke of death when in the prime of 
life. 

Having, by steady perseverance and fidenty, attained a good position 
in one of the principal stockbroker's offices in the City, he laid his 
plans and arranged his affairs with a view to settle in life, anticipating 
a happy and prosperous future. Brit soon a sombre cloud overshadowed 
his path and threatened a premature death. The rupture of a blood 
vessel in the throat in the autumn of 1873 completely prostrated him, 
and but faint hopes were entertained of his recovery. Means were 
used which were partially successful, and hopes were again raised that 
his life might be spared, at least, for some years. 
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Upon the :return of spring, he, accompanied by his sister, visited 
the Isle of Wight, and stayed at Ventnor a month, but without any 
good resnlt. All that affection could suggest or means procure were 
tried; but failing appetite and wasting flesh told the sad tale of 
aJ_Jproaching di~sol?tion. Feeling this to be the_ sole.nm case, he put 
his earthly affairs m order and arranged for the disposing of his effects. 
But that which more deeply affected him was 

THE CONCERNS OF HIS IMMORTAL SOUL. 
To his father he opened his mind freely, to the effect he had been the 
subject of painful exercises of soul. Often in the silent hours of the 
night he had prayed and wept, and meditated upon the solemnities of 
death and judgment, and his sleep- went from him. But he had not 
told his feelings to any, except to God, tilf his mind was overcharged 
with anxiety and dread. He pointed to a passage in the 55th Psalm 
as descriptive of his experience: "My heart is sore pained within me, 
and the terrors of death are fallen upon me ; fearfulness and trembling 
are come upon me, and horror hath overwhelmed me." The desire or 
his heart is expressed in the language of the poet :-

" Ere my chain's last link be broken, 
Grant some bright and cheering token, 
That for me the words are spoken, 

Thy sins are washed e.way." 

His father joined in earnest prayer that he might, by precious faith, 
be favoured with a manifestation of God's pardoning love to his soul: 
the Saviour's kind invitation specially engaged his attention, "Come 
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." The hymn beginning 

" Dear Refuge ot my weary soul 
On Thee when sorrows rise," 

he appropriated and enjoyed. Several encouraging passages of Scrip
ture he eagerly sought out for his meditation and comfort. He valued 
and read many good books, but, in his estimation, the Bible outweighed 
them all. 

For many nights and days he was the subject of deep anxiety of 
mind, expressing a wish to be able to pour out his soul at the mercy
seat with holy freedom. This privilege he was favoured with a few 
days before his death. Peace and joy were brought to his soul by the 
blessed application of the following portions of the Word of God, 
which, in answer to fervent prayer, proved a sealing time to his mind:
" Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy 
prayer, I have seen thy tears;" "I, even I, am He that blotteth out 
thy trangressions, for Mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins;" 
" Therefore, fear thou not, 0 my servant Jacob, saith the Lord ; for I 
am with thee to save thee." 

From this time the fear of death and all dread of the future dis
appeared. He was enabled to quietly wait the time of his departure. 
In his feelings he was detached from the world, and weaned from 
creatures. · In a kindred attitude to that of good old Simeon he could 
say, "Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine 
eyes have seen Thy salvation." In this resigned and calm state he 
remained till the 15th of May, 1874, when he q~ietly passed away from 
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earth, to be " for ever with the Lord," in the twenty-seventh year of 
his age. 

The nature of his disease ( consumption of the larynx ofthe throat), 
together with his extreme weakness, prevented him from holding con
versation with Christian friends who were desirous of visiting him. He 
saw but few, and those with whom he had been upon the most intimate 
terms. To his father he told out the feelings he was the subject of 
without reserve, which proved a solemn and interesting season, although 
extremely trying to parents to witness a dear and valued son sinking 
into the grave in the bloom of youth; but " the waters are made 
sweet" by the consideration that 

HE IS "NOT LOST, BUT GONE BEFORE." 
His life, domestically and commercially, was exemplary. His amiable 

and affable disposition, combined with firmness of principle and trans
parency of character, endeared him to every one with whom he was 
-acquainted. His attendance upon the services of the sanctuary was 
regular and punctual, and liberally and cheerfully contributed to the 
cause of God ; of a catholic spirit, but a lover of faithful, earnest 
preaching; of a remarkable equanimity of temper-cheerful, but not 
volatile; what he undertoook or engaged in his whole energies were 
thrown into, and he was always successful. But in the prospect of 
death -his sole trust for acceptance was fixed upon the blood and 
righteousness of the dear Saviour. 

Although we grieve to lose such a one from our circle, we can 
rejoice and bless God that he was the subject of grace here, and called 
to the realms of bliss above. 

"Happy soul, thy days are ended, 
All thy mourning day~ below: 

Go, by angel guards attended, 
To the sight of Jesus, go." 

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-You may rely upon the truthfulness of this 
narrative; the description of character is not overdrawn. 

Yours truly, 
THOMAS AUSTIN. 

77, Well Street, Hackney, Sept. 16th, 1874. 

THE LATE W I L LI AM JAME S WE L L S. 

'DIED, at his residence at Peckham Rye, of rheumatism at the heart, 
after seventeen days' severe suffering, on Dec. 8th, William 

-James Wells, son of the late James Wells, of the Surrey Tabernacle, 
age~ 50. He died in the faith and hope of the Gospel, and leaves 
behmd him a sorrowing widow and a family of seven children, all of 
whom were most devotedly attached to their exemplary and beloved 
f~ther, and truly, yet submissively, deplore his removal at so compara
tively early an, age. 

He, for many years, held a highly responsible situation in the Goods 
Dep~rtment of the South Eastern Railway. He was a model of punc
tuality and diligence, having never been absent from duty for twenty 
years, and never, during that period, confined to the house by siekness. 
The Goods_ Manager of the South Eastern Railway said to the writer : 
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" There are no words you can use to express his excellence as a man, 
that will not be justified by his life and conduct; he did not say much, 
but he h'ved Ms religion." He was a man of great modesty and of 
retiring habits ; his business and his home furnished his labour and 
his recreation. An affectionate husband and father; he trained his 
children more by example than precept, the influence of which is very 
perceptible to any observant mind, and which shewed itself to those 
more intimately connected with the family, in a constant obedience and 
affection on their part towards their dear father, whose devotion to 
their well-being they have happily known how to appreciate. 

His affection for his late father and his great sympathy in his long 
affliction, together with the deep grief felt on his removal, caused him 
to say. after his interment, "This will, I fear, be the death of me;" 
and, since that bereavement, he has never seemed to regain his full 
former vigour. He was for many years a firm believer in, and lived 
upon, the great truths preached hy his late father ; and although he 
never made an open profession, yet all who knew him well, saw in his 
life those fruits which never grow on nature's trees, but which illustrate 
the effect of that grace which teaches us, "that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world." 

He was interred at Nunhead Cemetery, neat the grave of his father, 
on Monday, the 14th (Mr. Wm. Crowther being the minister), in the 
presence of a considerable number of his late colleagues in secular 
duty, and of many of his Christian friends who had known and appre
ciated his unostentatious worth who shed, as a melancholy satisfaction, 
the tear of sympathy at his grave, and will not fail to commend those, 
whom he has left to remember, his worth, and (it is hoped) to follow 
his example, to Him who is" a Father of the fatherless, and a Judge 
of the widows, in His holy habitation." 

ORIGIN.AL POETRY.-THE CHRISTIAN'S CRY FOR HELP. 
"Arise for our help, and redeem us !or Thy mercies' s&ke."-PseJm xliv. 26. 

Tune: " l'yprus," in "Havergol,'s Psalmody." 

lNDuLGENT Father, God Most High, Bleat Trinity of glorio~B grace, 
By " His own blood " we venture nigh, Far from our souls all e_rror chase ; 
And in the holiest take our place : Be Christ our wisdom, life, and song, 
Exceeding riches of Thy grace! Our joy-abiding, deep, and etron_g. 

0 Christ, who hast the winepress trod, 
For sinners borne the wrath of God; 
We, Thy redeemed kinsmen, too, 
Now 11eek for strength to will and do. 
Incarnate God, 0 Saviour bleat, 
In Thee our souls find perfect rest; 
Lord, may we on Thy bosom dwell, 
And of Thy goodness gladly tell! 
Most gracious Spirit, unto Thee, 
Our souls shall now outpoured be ; 
0 Sovereign Lord of life and light, 
Send forth Thy word with quickening 

might! 
Plymouth. 

Lord, when Thou didst of old command 
"Let there bo light! " it filled the land: 
Now graciously arise and shine, 
That we may glow with love divine. 

Display in us Thy grace each hour, 
Grant us to realise Thy power; 
'.!.'hen, all Thou art, Lord Jesus Christ, 
Shall be our treasure quite unpriced. 

Praise Father, Son, g.nd Spirit, who 
Salvation's plan in mercy drew: 
0 Triune Majesty, to Thee 
Glory for aye ascribed be ! 

J. K. 
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"I AM READY~ IT IS ALL RIGHT." 

DEAR MR. BANKS,-In the January "Vessel," 1852, you noticed 
the peaceful departure of my dear father, and now I want you 

to record the happy death of his eldest son, John Allder, who fell 
asleep in Jesus on Thursday morning, November 5th, 1874, in the 
47th year of his age. In early life he was brought to know and love 
the Lord, and was made decided for the truth; but was not favoured as 
some are to read his title clear to the mansions above. He had many 
precious promises applied to his soul, but he did not live in the enjoy
ment of them long. He never doubted the dear Lord's ability to fulfil 
them, but he often feared they were not spoken to him, because they 
were not fulfilled according 'to his interpretation of them. 

I will mention one instance, three week before he died. I was 
favoured with a long conversation with him. He said, " I should like 
to live a few more years, for the sake of my family ; neither do I think 
I shall die yet, for the Lord, I think, said to me, nearly thirty years ago, 
' From this day will I bless you ; ' also, ' I will see you again and your 
heart-shall rejoice,' and I am very dark now." 

I tried to remind him that the dear Lord could come in a moment. 
At another time, he said, "Some friends think I shall die soon, but 

if I do, I shall die in a fog." 
I said, " If you are in the dark, the dear Lord is not, and He will 

come and deliver you in His own time and way." 
AfLer that he got a little better, and was able to leave his bedroom 

a short time, both Sunday and Monday. 
On Tuesday, the 3rd, he was much worse in body, but the dear 

Lord was pleased, in a most remarkable manner, to shine into his soul 
and bring to his remembrance all the promises he had been favoured 
with through his life, and he was able to repeat them in a clear voice. 
And I do not think the enemy was allowed to break his peace again. 

On Wednesday he blessed his wife, children, brother, sisters, and a 
few friends, all separately, exhorting them to a continuation of their 
trust in his God ; then placing his hands on his chest, he said, "Now I 
am ready: it is all right-it is all right." 

At another time he said, "I am on the Rock;" and addressing his 
eldest son (in whom he hoped the work of grace is begun), "if you have 
any trouble, any perplexity, any care, may you be enabled to bring them 
all here, meaning to Christ Jesus the Rock of his salvation;" and then 
he said, "I know that my Redeemer liveth. '' He then laid nearly six 
hours without talking much more, but quite sensible, 

"When three gentle sighs his fetter 'broke, 
We scarce could say, He's gone, 

Before his willing spirit took 
His mansion near the throne." 

· Thus, my dear brother is another instance of the dear Lord coming 
to ''. deliver them who, through fear of death, was all their lifetime 
subJect to bondage" (Hebrews ii. 15). MARY BUTCHER. 

The funeral took place at Nunhead Cemetery on December llth, 
when our friend Mr. Thomas Carr ( one of the deacons at the Surrey 
Tabernacle) spoke over the grave, to the comfort· and encouragement of 
those who listened to him. 
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SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH OF MR. WILLIAM 
SALES, DEACON OF ORPINGTON CHAPEL. 

DEAR BROTHER,-At your kind invitation I send you some 
particulars of the happy death of my dear brother, Mr. William 

Sales, of Orpington, Kent, who departed this life, Nov. 16th, 1874, 
lea,iug a devoted wife, and a loving and much beloved family, to join the 
heavenly host above. The affliction which hastened his death was long 
and severe, calling for much patience. With this precious gift he was 
favoured; throughout the whole of his illness he was seldom or ever 
heard to complain, but " endured as seeing Him who is invisible." The 
goodness and tender compassion of our covenant-making and keeping 
God, as shown toward our departed brother, should be had in everlast
ing remembrance. Jesus was indeed with Him, watching continually 
the process of the furnace, which had the desired and designed effect. 
He was thoroughly purged from tin and dross, so that what is said of 
the just may be said of him-" The path of the just shineth brighter 
and brighter unto the perfect day." 

Though unable to speak (through paralysis of the throat) he, within 
half-an-hour of his death, wrote frequently on a slate expressing his 
assurance of eternal felicity, and concern for those around him. Among 
many things that he wrote the following are a few:-" I have had my 
home in view for months." To the doctor he said, " Do you consider 
my case hopeless?" 

Who replied, "I do." ' 
Upon that he said, " I long to be gone ; but I must wait the Lord's 

time." 
We sang to him 

"Descend from heaven," &c. 

He said he could not make a sound now, but when he got home he 
should sing for ever. There is no reprieve in this war ; as a man 
soweth so shall he reap. Hymns that he had sung with delight, when 
in health, were very precious to him in Jordan's flood. Parts of several 
he wrote on a slate. 

For the encouragement of Gospel preachers and hearers I would 
say that a few months before his death, while staying at Hastings, he 
was greatly blessed in hearing good brother Smith, of Bedworth, preach 
at Ebenezer Chapel, from 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. These precious words our 
dear brother wrote fully on the slate. He felt the ground good that he 
had built upon-the Rock of Ages, which he was enabled to embrace 
most lovingly. 

" Scarce did he feel death's cold embrace 
With Jesus in His arms." 

So attractive were His charms that he was not only willing to depart, 
but, like Paul, he did long to go to be with Him to. behold His glory, 
which is far better than all below the sun. 

That the Lord of th~ vineyard may, through this pruning, cause 
many more to shoot forth in his stead, to bear much fruit to His 
honoU1· and glory, is the prayer of His truth-loving °Qrother, 

JOHN SALES. 
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LINES ON THE DEATH OF THE LATE MR. WM. SALES. 
OJl'III of the faithful few, 

Of mercy's house of breo.d, 
Is gone to live 11s angels do, 

Though numbered with the dead, 
His path was often rough, 

With many a thorn and brier; 
But now he stands before the throne, 

And strikes his golden lyre. 

He stood your leader firm, 
A pillar and support; 

And quitted with a strong desire 
That truth might still be taught. 

May those that clung around, 
And watched his every move, 

Be made to hear the Shepho,.d's voice, 
And shew their faith and love. 

May all who now survive 
Be called by sovereign grace, 
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"Bethesda" -house of breo.d · 
He prayed indeed for you, ' 

Upon a bed of languishing, 
That you may peace pursue. 

And through the Lamb's atoning blood, 
Behold Him face to face. 

JOHN SALES. 

MR. THOMAS JONES. 

DEAR SIR,-In the earliest days of December two meetings were held, 
partaking of a farewell character, at both of which I had the privilege 

of being present. Most of your readers are aware that Mr. Thomas 
.Jones has resigned the pastorate of the Church meeting at Artillery street, 
Bishopsgate, and has returned to his former sphere of labour at Broseley, 
.Shropshire. Those who had-the privilege of knowing him more intimately 
feel that this removal from the great Metropolis is a loss that can be ill 
afforded at this time. 

Mr. Jones was not only pastor of his own Church, but was a kind of court 
,of appeal for advice and direction in matters of difficulty in connection with 
•Our body. He thought no trouble too great so that he might be useful in 
healing a breach, settling a dispute, establishing a failing cause, assisting a 
brother minister, advising under difficulties, or giving council under trying 
and peculiar circumstances. You, Mr. Editor, once designated him in the 
Vessel," Mr. Jones of everywhere." That designation was truthful especially 
as to his labours both public and private in the Metropolis ; and that title has 
abode by him. There is no difficulty, I think, in accounting for this general 
acceptance of such a man. I hardly like to venture to speak of his loving 
disposition, of his amiable deportment, of his sound judgment, of his honesty 
o! character, of his genial companionship, of his christian walk and conversa
tion, of his love for the young, and his anxious desire to see them prosper 
both spiritually and temporally. I hardly dare speak of these qualities which 
the Lord so largely endowed our brother with, because I fear some of your 
r~aders might think me praising the creature. But I affirm, that God has 
give to our dear aged brother such a loving spirit and such a sound judgment, 
combined with so large a desire to be found useful in his day and generation, 
that has not been bestowed on many men. 

When at the first meeting, whilst listening to Mr. Whittaker's opening 
address, the scripture came forcibly to our mind, " He went about doing 
good." This was literally true. He certainly did not give natural sight to 
:the blind, but many can bear witness that he has been the instrument God 
has employed to remove the scales from their eyes, whereby they have 
·been opened to discover their spiritually destitute state. I do not say he has 
physically "healed all manner of diseases among the people ; " yet there are 
·not wanting those who can say, he has instrumentally led them to the Great 
Phy~ician, and having found the Balm of Gilead, and received h~alth and 
healmg; and being refreshed by a draught from the wells of salvat10n,_have 
gone on their way rejoicing, with their faces Zionward. But I am.to g1':e a 
note of the farewell gatherings which I will now do. Excuse the d1gress10n ; 
it is the outflow of a heart warmly attached to one who the late Edward Butt 
·designated a " Bishop." 
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The first farewell meeting was held on the 1st. of Dec., at the Mission 
Room, Burnt Ash, Lee. The invite was from Mr. T. M. Whittaker, of Black
heath, who stated it was to give his most "intimate friends an oppol'tunity of 
bidding him farewell." This, therefore, was mqre of a private meeting. A 
number of friends however gathered shortly _after five, and were very kindly 
served with tea by Mrs. Whittaker and others. After this, an adjournment 
was made into the temporary but exceedingly neat chapel, where a service of 
prayer, praise, and speaking was held. Mr, Whittaker led the service, and in 
his usual loving and kind spirit spoke of the labours of Mr. Jones in the 
various aspects they had taken as pastor, preacher, adviser, and friend. Next 
C. ·w. Banks expressed his attachment to his brother Mr. Jones, and after 
lrnving spoken of the difficulties all public men have to encounter in their 
earlier days of usefulness, he turned to Mr. Jones, and heartily shaking him by 
the hand, blessed him in the name of the Lord. Mr. Jones followed, and in 
the course of a touching address narrated the leading facts in connection with 
his conversion ; this narrative, told in our brother's pleasing and happy 
style, was listened to with deep interest; and I think next month your readers 
may look for the same in the Vessel. 

At the close of the service a number of the friends hastened through mud 
and wet, to Lee Station, where we took train for town; all deeply thankful 
to Mr. Whittaker for the opportunity he had given us of saying farewell to a 
brother whom we are reluctant to vart with. Of Burnt Ash, and the work there 
I will "post" your readers presently. I hear there is to be a Tabernacle built 
when required beyond the very pretty Hall and Schools already erected. 

On the following evening a second meeting was held at Art,illery street 
Chapel, of a deeply affecting character, which proved how grieved the Church 
here w0.s to part with its pastor ; but the " cloud " pointed to his early sphere 
of labour and thither the pastor felt bound to go. The Lord go with him. I 
cannot say more of this meeting now. R. 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

SERMONS from the pulpit and from the 
press are pouring in from all quarters. 
Surely we should rejoice in this fact that, 
bad as England is, wicked as, the country 
people say, London is, low and slothful 
as the Churches appear to be, yet, from 
thousands of pulpits and platforms, men 
are pouring forth streams of evangelical 
truth in some measure, and tens of thou-
11&Dds-yea, hundreds of thousands-of 
eermons and essays are flowing forth from 
the steam engines and printing presses 
every week. Every preacher seems to be 
persuaded his is the best Gospel extant, 
and each one, in some degree, finds fault 
with another. One minister is highly ap
plauded because he did, on a certain occa
sion, "speak so boldly against the errors 
in question ; " and we can imagine how 
proudly the man did feel when thus 
patted on the bead for the cont.e!'.Ilptible 
censures which he sent forth. Many 
wondered what spirit could have entered 
into the preacher, and every man, worthy 
the name of a man ; every Christian, who 
experimentally knew what the Spirit of 
Christ is; every soul, in the enjoyment of 

fellowship with the Father and with His 
Son Jesus Christ, turned away from such 
foolish, weak, and sinful perversions of 
the pulpit with sorrow, shame, and con
tempt. 

Let bigotry think and act as it may, we 
are persuaded that these censorious spirits. 
are rending our Churches in a thousand 
ways, and, if grace prevent not, they must 
bring upon us, as they have already done,. 
spiritual desolation, and such fearful 
separations as will reduce the Churches 
of truth to a mere shadow. Oh, that the 
Lord would arise and pour into the hearts 
of His wrestling Jacobs pure discern
ment, then they will see that three un
clean spirits have possession of our Gos
pel land-Conceit, Prejudice, and False
hood. A hard and abstract Calvinism on 
the one hand, a carnalizing corruption on. 
the other hand, and a free-will and duty
faith ghost in the middle. From all these 
unprofitable counterfeits of vital godliness 
we cry, with anguish of soul, "Good 
Lord, deliver us." 

Let us turn to something'. more assimi
lating to the Christ-exalting and soul-
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saving Gospel of our lovely Lord Jesus 
Ohrist: and the first of a heap waiting for 
notice is headed The Unbelieving l!}n,
couraged. A sermon by Arthur Wilcock
son (from the press of R. Banks). Here, 
from the beginning to the end, therp is 
scarcely anything but a spiritual and 
Scriptural argument against unbelief, and 
precious promises from Him whose mouth 
is most sweet to comfort distressed and 
fearing souls. Master Wilcockson cer
tainly is ( if these sermons a.re true 
samples) a good Jesus Christ preacher, 
although of us poor Baptists he may 
think but.meanly. We delight in 

"The IIUlng of Jesus on high," 

~ther it comes from an Arthur Wil
cockson or an Archibald Brown ; from a 
Thomae Steed or a Thomas Stringer ; 
from an eloquent Battersby or a stern 
and solid Bradbury; if Christ is fairly, 
fully, and faithfully preached, we therein 
do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 

A I Sorrowful Christ. A sermon by 
J abez" Inwards. Very pathetic ; truthful 
up to that point where divergence is now 
almost universal.-Mr. Thoe. Bra.dbury'e 
sermon on "The . Beauty, Bounty, and 
Blessedness of Zion's King,'' in Zion's 
Witness (R. Banks), is grand, and richly 
stored with Scripture proof.-The Angel 
of the Apostolic Ohurch. Joseph Law
rence Miller, an old friend of the late 
Edward Irving, has recently been sud
denly called a.way from hie new Church 
in Hackney. We have not yet had time 
to read "The Irvingitee in Hackney."
The volume for 1874 of Old Jonathan 
(published by Messrs. Collingridge) is 
very smart, full of excellent pictures, and 
reading of the right sort for old and 
young, rich and poor. · Nobody could 
easily be offended with Old Jonathan, for 
he is in the sunshine of summer nearly 
all the year round. In the administra
tion of useful information, and of the 
blessedness o~ true religion he is quite 
happy, and always homely and true. 

"Why do You and I Know that we are 
Going to Heaven ? " In Mr. Archibald 
G. Brown's sermon, Precious Jesus, he 
a.nswereth the question. How can we, 
individually, reply to it?-" Declension 
of the Early Christian Church" is pain
fully written by Dr. Wylie in the second 
chapter of his History of Protestantism, 
now issuing by Cassell, Petter, and Gal
pin : a work which teachers in the schools 
should read, expound, and illustrate be
!ore a.II their children. High-class writ
mg, engraving, and printing render this 
one of Messrs. Cassell'e best productions. 
The large picture of Martin Luther and 
his Bible is worth all the money. 

In :okeering Words for December we 
have some plain truths. No pictures, no 
love tales, no fancy articles, only a few 
simple pieces, and yet we cannot help 
feeling a tender regard for quiet little 
Ckeering Words. Poor dear! How we 
wonder if it ever will grow any larger.
The Hwmorous Parson is certainly an odd 
kind of thing, but it shoots off some 
sharp arrows. We have laid it with 
others for an impartial reading. 

The Vatican IJecrees, by Mr. Gladstone, 
bas caused Dr. Manning to fly over to 
Rome as if a flea had just entered his ear. 
It is expected he will come back with a 
cardinal's cap this time. Then we shall 
see what he will do. The Tablet and all 
the Catholic journals are trying to be very 
lofty ; but Mr. Gladstone has made such 
a sudden explosion, that it has amazed the 
whole of Europe. It is only the danger
signal once more lifted up before the 
eyes of all Europe. What will English 
Protestants say to it? Next year all who 
live will witness controversies severe and 
ominoue.-The Gospel Magazine still 
answers its title well.-77le United King
dom Anti-Papal League Magazine, from 
Edinburgh, is the most powerful organ 
against Popery and her fashionable 
daughters we have yet seen. 

The Baptist writes cheerfully upon the 
Fiji Islands, now brought under the 
English flag. When we consider how 
useful missionary efforts have been in 
turning cannibals to professing Chris
tians, in causing a waste, howling wilder
ness to blossom as the rose and to bring 
forth fruit ; when we anticipate the wide 
fields of commerce and of Christian enter
prise now opening up between the Aus
tralian and New Zealand settlements, we 
must acknowledge the power, presence, 
and blessing of Almighty God that has gone 
forth with those devoted men whose lives 
have been sacrificed in planting the stan
dard of the cross. The Lord keep us 
from looking with suspicion on those of 
his servants who leave home and all they 
have for the accomplishment of His pro
mises in causing the Saviour's name to 
be known. 

The Death of .Aaron is the title o"f a 
sermon on the death of Mr. Robinson, of 
Cambridge, preached by Mr. Brown, of 
Northampton. To be had of Messrs. 
Yates and Alexander, of Symond's inn, 
Chancery lane. It is full of sympathy, 
clear, tender, loving, and sacred. 

Ritualism Joseph Rippon'• two power
ful pamphl~te are published by Elliot 
Stock, of Paternoster row. To make 
religion a fashionable, mo_rry, and ~ttract
ing institution is the mm. It 18 sure· 
to.take with the multitude, 



24 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
A NEW YEAR'S SUGGESTION FOR OUR MINISTERS AND THEIR 

DEACONS, 

MR. EDITOR,-There is one subject I [ Therefore, Mr. Editor, speak out fearless 
think that you, as Editor of a Magazine that and decided upon this subject. Let ministers 
is circulated throughout the Churches iu this I of intelligence, decision and position1 be 
and other lands, should take up, viz. the chosen to take up the matter, and visit those 
position and condition ol very many of our , Churches and strengthen the hands ol those 
ministers. ; ministers, and if it should be found that those 

To my knowledge there are very many I Churches are not able to support their 
who have to support themselves and families , ministers, then let those said ministers have 
upon a miserable pittance, doled out to them I the opportunity of preaching a collection 
a• though the labourer was not worthy of, sermon once a-year among those Churches 
his hire, and yet preaching to a large con- I who have the means to help a brother in 
gregation of people, some ol whom have an i adversity. 
abundance of this world's goods, who think: I am quite sure that my deacons and my 
that they do great things for the cause of : people will only be too thankful to have the 
Christ if they pay the very liberal sum of ls., 1 opportunity to smooth the rugged. pathway 
2'<., or 2s. 6d. per quarter for their seat-and of life of many of the Lord's servants; and I 
some w~o never pay at all-and yet will shall be pleased at any time and in any place 
dare to smg, to preach or lecture for that object, paying 

"Lo,e so amazing, •o divine, all expenses out of my own pocket, and 
Demands my soul, my life, my all;" pray God to have mercy upon those stingy 

but not their money. The poor minister souls who do not give according as God 
must be silent upon that subject, and quietly hath prospered them, and give them a liberal 
submit to be muzzled by poverty and debt, heart for God's cause and kingdom for the 
while treading out God's corn for the people, future. 
wi:h a !ieavily-burdened heart, from week to Now, Mr. Editor, I have given you the 
week. The cure for this will be to make hint, let us have a bold, faithful, outspoken 
God's Word a matter of honest conscience letter upon this subject of the duties of deacons 
and do that which it commands. and members of our Churches, and who 

"Upon the first day of the week let every can tell but that the blessing of many, who 
,one of you lay by him in store (now mark) are ready to perish under the cruel conduct 
as God hatb prospered him." of some hard-hearted deacons; may rest upon 

It is the duty and responsibility of the you. · 
deacons of the Church to see that the minis- Wishing you much grace, 
ter is sufficiently and regularly provided for I remain, yours in the Lord, 
•according to the circumstances of the people. JOHN BUNYAN McCuRB. 

Every means should be used by them to Clarendon road, Brookland's Avenue, 
secure the minister's right, so that he may Cambridge, Dec. 11, 1874. 
know that he is cared for by his deacons and [We hail this suggested effort with holy 
&so by the people. joy. For over thirty years we have travelled 

Not long since I was preaching in ---. and preached to help poor Churches and 
My heart ached while the minister was tell- burdened pastors; and with pure gratitude 
ing me ol the heartless conduct of one of we thank God for the blessed opportunities 
·his deacons, a man of means, and a little He has given us of thus alleviating the 
pope in his way. That deacon had received sorrows of the saints. Brother McCure has 
the minister's money am! kept it from him here offered what may prove a boon to many 
for three weeks alter the quarter. The poor a good but burdened pastor. We will do the 
minister asked me, "What am I to do? I same whenever we see a real necessity. But 
have not one shilling in the house through the party spirits, the prejudiced minds, and 
the conduct ol my deacon. I am driven into the falsehoods in current circulation, often 
-debt and dare not open my mouth." tie down the poor minister's hands; he dare 

Such deacons ought to be turned out of I not call his soul his own/ We are at this 
office and sent to a reformatory for six months, . moment trying to remove a good man from 
live upon bread and water, and never again ·1 a Church where they give bip:l 10s. per 
have the opportunity to starve God's sent week ; and, in confidence, any honourable 
11ervants. , and useful minister may write to us, or to 

Very much of theminister'shappinessand brother John Bunyan McCure. We are 
success in his work depends upon his deacons. persuaded, when the deacons and Churches 
It should, therefore, be their determination find there are some who can, and will, look 
to help and encourage him all they are able, after the welfare of our deserving ministers, 
and not, for one moment, hinder him in his a better state of things will be found. These 
great work. Many of our brethren in the remarks only apply to cruel and ca1·eless 
ministry, who are thus tried, have not the deacons. Our Chu~hes have some devoted, 
moral courage to speak for themselves, others, selt~•acrificing1 and godly deacons. We 
therefore, must speak for them. thank the Lo1·a for them.-En.J 
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NEW EDEN CHAPE!,1 CAMBRIDGE, 
AND MR. J. BUNYAN McCURE'S 
LETTER TO HIS FRIENDS. 
To my many friends throughout England, 

who have helped in the great work that is 
now accomplished, I am most grateful to 
God for yom· sympathy and help. You have 
helped, the dear people of my charge have 
helped, friends fat· and near have helped to 
pay the full amount of the cost of our new 
chapel and school on the opening day. It 
was a grand demonstration ot the faithfulness 
of the Lord. Before the meetin!I,' closed in 
the evening the entire amount required was 
subscribed, and the chapel declared free of 
debt! Lord's-day, Nov. 29, 1874, was a 
high and holy day. In the morning I 

• preached from Rev. vi. 2 :-"And I saw, 
and behold a white horse : and he that sat on 
him had a bow; and a crown was given unto 
him : and he went forth conquering, and to 
conquer." In the evening, Matt. xxii. 42: 
-" Saying, What think ye of Cb1ist 1 whose 
son is He? They say unto Him, The Son of 
David." 
- I never preached with greater liberty, 

being favoured with very much of the Lord's 
presence. Saturday night J was cast down 
on account of the illness of my son and 
daughter. I felt I could in no wise lift up 
myself. The Lord did lift me up upon the 
"white horse ; " He sat me upon His own 
" beast and brought me to the inn," and 
gave me "oil and wine," which he poured 
into my poor wounded and broken heart. I 
felt to be perfectly cured, and went on my 
way rejoicing and blessing the Lord. 

The Lord has done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. Yes, the Lord has 
done it all. I can see nothing but the Lord 
in what is now accomplished. It is from 
first to last the Lord's doings; it is marvel
lous in our eyes. 

It was the Lord who put it into our 
hearts to build Him a house for His holy 

· name. It was the Lord who gave the faith 
and also the prayer, and all the strength and 
determination to persevere in the great wo1·k 
unto its completion. 

It is the Lord who has honoured His own 
faith, the faith that laughs at impossibilities 
and says it must be done; and has answered 
H!-9 own prayers : for He taught and in
spired those prayers I am quite sure; for 
often I have been lost while in prayer to 
everything around me, and have felt per
suaded that the Lord would grant me that 
that my heart was set upon-that this house 
might be paid for on the opening day. 

It was the Lord who opened the hearts of 
His people, even as David said, " 0 Lord 
our God, all this store that we have prepared 
to build Thee an house for •rbine ho1y· name 
cometh of Thine hand, and is all Thine 
own." 

Lord's-day the chapel was crowded in 
every pa1·t, while in prayer I presented the 
house of God and school unto the Lord a 
free offering paid for by His people. 

It having been advertised that there would 
be collections, the people were astonished 
when I announced that there would be no 

collections-the hon110 of God was paid for. 
Thus the Lord has performed His word. He 
said to me, "Ask what ye will and it shall be 
given yon ; and all things whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re
ceive." I said, Lord, if Thou dost leave it 
with me to ask what I will, I will choose to 
ask that the house that we are building for 
Thy name may be opened tree of debt ; that 
the builder, the men, one and all who are 
workiDg on the building, may be preserved, 
limbs and lives, and the buildings all finished 
and opened by the time appointed; and the 
house filled with worshippers and consecrated 
with the presence of Jehovah-Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost; and the entire cost snb
,;cribed on the opening day. For this I 
asked, for this I prayed, and all this I believed 
the Lord would grant unto me; and so He 
did most graciously. 

" Thine, 0 Lord, is the greatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majesty: for all that is in heaven and in 
earth is Thine. Thine is the kingdom, 0 
Lord, and Thou art exalted as Head above all. 
Now, therefore, our God, we thank Thee and 
praise Thy glorious name. But who am I, 
and what is my people that we should be 
able to offer so willingly after this sort ? for 
all things come of Thee, and of Thine own 
have we given Thee." 

My prayer now is that the Lord will 
glorify Himself in our new Eden, that very 
many may be born again to sing within its 
walls, 

Salvation tbrough electing love ; 
Salvation through redeeming blood; 
Salvation through the Holy Ghost, 
To glorify the Lord of Host. 

I remain your willing servant, for Christ's 
sake, JOHN BUNYAN MCCURE. 

EDEN CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE, Nov. 25, 
1874.-The new building, which has been 
erected during the past six months, for the 
use of the Baptist Church and congre!l'ation 
who had for many years wot'llhipped m the 
old building known as Eden chapel, was 
opened for public worship. The edifice has 
been built by and from designs of Mr. F, 
Thoday. It has been filled up with seats fur 
700 persons, and the contract cost, £1,500, 
with the use of the materials of the old chapel, 
has not been exceeded,and thefurnishing and 
other expenses amounted only to £137158. Of 
the whole cost on the day of opening about 
,£.512 remained to be raised, which the day's 
collections, subscriptions, &c., entirely 
cleared. So far everything has proved emi
nently successful, and no small portion 
of the succe'IS may be attributed to the ear
nest and constant efforts of the pastor (Mr. 
J.B. M'Cure), who bas left no stone un
turned in his endeavours to thoroughly carry 
out the work. 

At the opening service in the morning, 
every seat was occupied. The sermon was 
preached by Mr. W. Crowther, of Gomersa!, 
near Leeds from Titus i. 3, "But hath in 
due times 'manifested His word through 
preaching." In the course of bis sermon the 
preacher spoke of preaching as the most 
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important of the instihltions of Christ, and 
deprecated the substitution of human ar
rangements for Christ's ordinances. Re
ferring especially to the use of symbols in 
plnces of worship, he called them poor 
rmitations of the signs and symbols given to 
Moses, but "'ithout their significance. They 
were displays purely for the gratification of 
human vanity, and nothing to do with the 
worship of God at all. 

At the service in the afternoon, Mr. T. 
Jones, of London, preached an earnest sermon 
from John xvii. 1. 

A public tea in the schoolroom was thrice 
filled to overflowing, followed by a public 
meetin!!' in the chapel, at. which Mr. McCure 
presided. Aft.er it had been opened by the 
11in!!'ing of a hymn and a prayer, 

The Chairman briefly traced the progress 
of the cause to the time when it became 
necessary for a new chapel to be built. He 
demurred to it at first, having had experience 
of chapel building before; but when he felt 
persuaded of the necessity for them to arise 
and build, he went to work in the faith that 
laughs at impostjbilitie.~. They were there 
to-night reaping what thev bad sown; his' 
prayers for the safety of thP. workmen and 
the completion of the work by the appointed 
day being fully answered. The contract price 
was £1,500, with the use of the old materials. 
A friend from Leicester, Mr. Norman, whom 
be was g1ad to see present, promloed him the 
glass, and hart generously, in accordance 
with bis request, sent rolled plate glass. He 
was especially grateful for such a liberal do
nation. When they opened the chapel on 
this morning, they required about .£500, 
having completed the work without extras, 
besides the cost of furnishing, &c., £137 15s., 
so that they bad in all to raise about .£512. 
He had that day received subscriptions 
amounting to .£56, from friends in different 
parts of England, and in re.•ponse to an 
appeal, from Dr. Doudney, Vicar of St. 
Luke's, Bedminster, he had obtained £22, 
for which he had sent a cheque. A lady 
friend had also sent .£50, .£40 for the chapel 
and £10 for himself. The collections in the 
morning and afternoon amounted to £54 
leaving a balance of £285. It was expected 
that the proceeds of the luncheon and tea 
would leave the balance at £250. He men
tioned that the donations included .£50 from 
Mr. W. Fowler, late M.P. for the borough, 
£6 6s. from Mr. Marten, £h from Sir R.R. 
Torrens, aad .£5 from Mr. Smollett. 

Congratulatory, hopeful, and interesting 
addresses, giving good ad,·ice to both con
gregation and pastor, were delivered by 
Messrs. Forman, Warren, Willis, Holland, 
and Wilson, after which a hymn was sung 
and collection made, which the chairman 
announced amounted to £31 3s., thus 
bringing the balance down to £220. 

Mr. Crowther made a proposal, as a means 
to save a brother anxiety, that, the last in
stalment of the cost being due three months 
from that date, they should promise the money 
that evening, himself setting the example by 
promising to contribute one-tenth of the sum 
required. This idea was followed out, and in 

the end the whole amount was raised. Mr. 
Hankin, of Bath, who traced the origin 
of the cause tn his mother and several mem
bers of this congregation, contributing 
liberally. 

The meeting was closed bf the singing of 
the Doxology and the Benediction. 

VISIT TO FARNBOROUGH, KENT. 
Farnborough has been the scene of many 

happy days-happy in the Gospel. They are 
left behind us. Now, days of conflict and 
mercy intermingled. 

When first I was brought to know the 
Lord, I knew nothing of creeds, nothing of 
Catholics, nothing of conti:oversies in re
ligion. 

These things have been discovered with 
grief, intense and deep. 

The more I think upon them the more I 
am led in my mind to carefully consider 
there are four great laws which govern all 
things:-

1. The Law of a Divine Purpose, " I will 
put enmity between thy seed and her seed," 
&c. 

II. A Sovereign Permission. 
III. A Covenant of Promises. 
IV. An Almighty Omnipotent Power, 

which is put forth or withholden as seemeth 
best in the eyes of Infinite Wisdom. 

A Biblical, experimental, historical con
sideratioa of these four laws, must, in the 
Light of the Great Teacher, be useful to 
us all. 

On my way to Farnborough, on Tuesday, 
December 8, 1874, I called to remembrance 
the first formation of that little Church ; 
and from t.he Church Book brother Isaac 
Ballard showed me their formation took 
place in 1847, when the Lord, in His mercy, 
favoured me, as His servant, to unite them 
together, and to speak to Samuel Cozens, as 
their first pastor and minister. It was then 
a small Church and a little meeting-house; 
and if its existence had depended upon the 
people who then assembled there, it would 
have been extinct long since; but good men 
laboured. Others have entered into their 
labour•; hence I found the old chapel gone; 
the former friends all fled ; but high up in 
the aristocratic part of the village, a very 
substantial chapel, vestries, parsonage, and 
all comfortable appurtenances, in good style. 
Brother Ballard, having long and faithfully 
served them, and being well known as a 
worthy and useful man, is there settled, I 
hope for the next twenty years; and my 
heart can, without any drawback1 earnestly 
pray that his future days may t>e marked 
with holy peace and a prosperity that shall 
be joyfully recognized here, while the fruits 
thereof shall he his crown of rejoicing in the 
purer and higher parts of the kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

In my jonrney to Farnborough I had no 
" sunshine," but I heard that on Bromley 
common, and other parts around here, same 
kind of sunshine had appeared ; but a sturdy 
deacon had rather 1"aused a kind of Venus to 
pass over the sunshine. 
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A NOTE ON THE LINE, 
Tunbridge, T11esd11y, December I, 1874. 

-Before it wos light this morning, friend R. 
Segars called me. My soul praised the Lord • 
and, afler some kind pro-yis1on, Jell for Lon~ 
don. Let me review this journey into Kent. 

Matfield Green, S11nd11y, Nov. 29, 1874. 
-Wet, stormy, dirty, congregations thin· 
but four times I WIIS helped to stand up i~ 
the Lord's name. All the Churches about 
here are in II wintry state. Matfield Green 
still needs a good, devoted, truthful pastor· 
Lamberh11rst is low; p11Stor Ray lives too faf 
from them; the school, the Church, the 
congregation all sinking. Oh, why is this? 
Tunbridge Wells i, about to lose Wm. Webb. 
Hanover has, for years1 sighed for a useful, 
intelligent pastor;' 11na her daughter, " Re
hobotb," being now on the lodge-and-leave 
system, she suits well David's ancient band 
of rovers, who prefer a plurality of prea1ibers 
to one worthy, settled pastor. I told the 
Matfield people this supply system is soul
starving, Church-rending, party-producing, 
and pride-inflaming; but the people love to 
have it so, and the deacons oflen prefer it. 

On Monday, Nov. 30, Mr. B11ggs,jun., 
drove me to his father's farm ; there, with 
the afflicted father, I had some good conver
sation. We talked of all Jesus, as God-Man, 
had done for us. It was a soul-refreshing 
sesson. Then we fled to Had.low, and I had 
free<lom of soul in both services. 

Hadlow Baptist Chapel is well fitted to 
be the centre ol much good. Could a man 
of God's own making and sending be placed, 
preserved, and prospered there, he would be 
a blessing most desirable. My soul yearns 
and prays for our blessed Intercessor to raise 
up and send forth into our declininl\ 
Churches " pastors after His own heart.' 
Oh.z.:. when and where shall we find them ? 

.Horough Green.-Brother R. A. Hux
ham is gathering in some of the redeemed 
here, and he appears happy and at home. 

Staplehurst.-No pastor here. William 
Burch hllS long been called away, and now 
poor Mr. Bugg is gone. 
His way was thorny, afflicting, and sad; 
But now, in his mansion, he's thankful and 

glad. 
Cranbrook hllS three causes of truth. 

Daniel Smart still is upheld, but the place is 
not as in Isaac Beeman's time. 

B ISHO PSGA TE.-The old Baptist 
Church, once under good George Moyle's 
p11Storal care, and subsequently under the 
faithful Thomas Jones, hns been sadly be
reaved. Mr. Harris and two deacons were 
all removed by death in 1874; Mr. Jones 
hllS removed; and now we are more than 
ever dependent upon the Lord for support 
a~d supplies. We trust brother Crowther 
will Ion~ be spared to visit us· and that 
all who love truth in the imme~sely popu
lated districts of Shoreditch and Bethnal 
green, will find a home in Artillery street 
~pecially now Cumberland street and Squir~ 
nes street are extinct. 

MR. HANKS' TWO GREAT WONDERS. 
MR. EDITOR,-From the spirit of love 

in which you invariably speak of " Henry 
Hanks," I take-it you will be vleased to give 
the following a place in your " Ve.ssel ":-

At the meetm_g held on Monday, Dee. 
7, a eommemorat10n of Mr. Hanks' twenty 
years' connection with his people he narrated 
some of the principal circumst~nces which 
led to his comi_n~ to Woolwich, and referred 
to some stnkmg attestations of divine 
approval which attended his visits there 
He further said that the two !!Teat wonde~ 
of his life had been, that Go~ should have 
ever called such a sinner by His grace ; and 
such a fool to preach the Gospel ! And yet 
"fool " 11S he is pleased to call himself how 
extensively hllS the Lord used him i~ the 
conversion of sinners. The unmistakeable 
proofs that were given of this faet from a 
well-written report by one of his deacons 
excited surprise and thankfulness in th; 
minister and the people present. That the 
Lord may spare His servant to His people for 
many years to come, IIS he is one ol the few 
left to us that maintain and advocate the 
old-fashioned doctrines of the Gospel, is the 
earnest prayer of 

ONE WHO WAS THERE 
Woolwich, Dee. 14, 1874. • 

BILLERICAY, ESSEX.-Jehovah-Jireh 
chapel, South green.-Brother Banks I feel 
great joy in telling you the Lord r/i!?Ileth 
still in our midst. 'Our brother Hu:t hllS 
been afflicted, but he is somewhat recovered 
The Lord hllS been mindful of us. Friend 
W. G. Smith has been with us. He was 
sweetly led to speak of the Lord's ordinances 
which was sea.son.able to ;"'IIDY. It rejoiced 
my heart. It did so stir up the minds of 
some that they have openly avowed their love 
to Jesus, and expressed a desire to cast in 
their lot with us. Brother Hitchcock will 
haptize them. Our Jireh has been opened 
six years, November 13, 1874. The Lord 
has brought lorth precious souls to add to 
our number. May His Majesty's presence 
be felt. We are a highly-favoured few. 
The enemy thrusts hard at us. Hitherto 
almighty strength bath been our stay. I 
want more real knowledge of Him. I often 
feel to follow Him a long way off; but what 
a mercy to have a hope that all the world 
could never purchase! "Give me Christ or 
else I die.'' Brother Choat still abides with 
us ; he i$ like a shock of corn. " The Lord 
of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge.'' JOSEPH BULL. 

COGGESHALL.-Our old friend the 
late pastor Colliss's widow, is gone home. 
" S.'' says nothing of the once happy little 
Church in small Essex town. Does friend 
Thomas Rowlands still read the hymns? 

WHITESTONE.-lUr. Carter hllS re
moved here from Stonehouse. We silently 
rejoice in our Lord enabling us to find the 
blessed saints here another pastor. The great 
Shepherd of Israel feed and bless them by 
His own servant is our l!lliemn prayer. 
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MR. R. BOWLES'S JUBILEE. only paid the poor man ten guineas for 
DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-It is many reading it."-fls not this awful ?-En.] 

vears since I had the pleasure of hearing you 
at Crosby row, where you enlig·htened my FARNBOROUGH1 KENT. - Many 
mind and enlarg·ed °:'-Y heart bv. unfolding years have passed smce Samuel Cozens 
some of the mysteries of the kmgdom of Tanner, Nicholl, and other ministers preached 
heayen, and when your deacon, Mr. Packer, i~ the humble little meeting·-place in this 
gave out that hymn, to the tune Eglon, v1llap;e; and when once in the summer 

Tell it. oh, to sinners, tell, William Allen, C. W. Banks, and scores ol 
I am. I am out of hell. . London friends visited us; and we had high 

And althong·h there has been but little corn- and happy days in the Gospel. Nearly all 
munication between us since that time, I those friends have gone home; hut iu Farn
have ever since from month to month watched borough there is still a people who fear God 
with interest your going-s among-st the and who love Christ's Gospel. Our present 
different sections of the Church; nor has my pastor, Isaac Ballard, has been a zealous and 
interest abated, for I have supplicated this useful minister unto us. We have a corn
day that we miµ;ht be laid in our graves well. modious and pleasant chapel now and on 

Will you record a little of what took place Tuesday, November 17, 1874, ou; harvest 
towards my friend and brother Bowles? thanksgiving services were holden. We 

On November 26, he attained his 50th heard a sermon in afternoon by Mr. Wardley. 
year. A meetinii; was convened to corn- Refreshing tea cheered our frail bodies. 
memora te the event ; the preface was a good Then Charles Spencer, Esq., summoned us 
tea-about 100 present. all to assemble, to present our thanksgiving 

After prayer and hymn, Mr. Bowles stated to our heavenly Father and our thank
the object of meeting. He said he had offerings to His ambassador. Discourses 
attained to his 50th year, and the 25th year were delivered by J. A. Griffen, T. May 
ot his ministry, but had felt considerable W. Peploe, E. Knight, &c. Collections 1mrl 
difficulty as to the right way those circum- donations for Brother Ballard, amounted to 
stances should be observed. His deacons £10 ; one friend alone giving £5. All 
agreed to the p,-esent meeting, and after a seemed happy, and the pastor's heart was 
few congratulatory remarks, introduced Mr. full of gratitude. The steadfast friends of 
Samford, who expatiated largely on the Year truth at Farnborough have never yet dreamed 
of Jubilee. All the speakers were eulogistic that our Strict Baptist Churches will die out. 
in expressing their sympathy to Mr. Bowles; 
but the Church and friends in connection PROTESTANT ZEAL IN FRANCE. 
therewith expressed themselves in a more Something good is moving in France. The 
tangible form, by presenting him with a Reformed Churches are fearful, yet deter
handsome 14-day timepiece, in ormolu case, mined. They say,-" As disciples of Christ, 
with splendid accompaniments. we will have no master other than Him; 

The presents from his family were well we recognise in no human authority
chosen, Gadsby's Selection, in morocco and neither synod nor council-the right of sepa
gold, an album, a purse, &c., &c. The rating us from His communion; we pro
presentation of each article elicited both claim the glorious liberty of the children of 
pleasure and applause from tbe meeting. God, and we will not suffer ourselves to be 

Mr. Bowles read some lines to the meeting, thrust back under the yoke of servitude 
written and sent him by a friend, which I have upon a pretext of defining the Church's 
obtained and enclose.-And remain, yours in faith in a dogmatic confession, passed by a 
Christian love, JOHN PRICE. bare majority in a council arbitrarily elected, 

Hertford, Dec. 15th, 1874. which has taken on itself the right to set 
[Lines another time). bounds to the development of religious life 

in our Churches. We claim aloud the right 
to live and increase in our paternal house 
under the same title' as those our brothers 
who call themselves orthodox; and we will 
not have snatched from us the name or 
rights of the Reformed Protestant Church 
which were bequeathed by our fathers the 
Huguenots .... In rendering to the State, 
without hesitation, that which belon!l'8 to 
the State, let us not touch that whicn be
longs to the Lord, Sovereign, Author1 Mas
ter of our souls. You, our co-relig10nists1 
will aid us to be firm and constant, true ana 
watchful ; you will support us with your 
confidence, and in brotherly fellowship, in 
deef love, forming but one heart and one 
sou , we will show ourselves worthy of our 
traditions, and equal to the destinies reserved 
for true Christians in our native lnnd. If 
God be for us, who shall be against us 1" 
Brethren, is not this proclamation wortl1y of 
our notice? 

LOOKING INTO LONDON TO FIND 
REAL RELIGION.-Of Judas, the severe 
Puritan saith, "Three things are noted : 
his death-he went :and hanged himself; 
the cause of his death-he saw Christ con
demned; then, his confession-' I have sin
ned in betraying innocent blood.'" Pulpit
men ! to you I speak. Do not profess to 
be Christ's ambassadors, while you betray 
or hide Him up? Look at what a faith
ful witness saith - "I heard -- preach, 
on Tuesday morning, the Golden Lectureil 
in a large City chapel. 'And the o· 
stayed' was the text. No! a word of our 
lost condition, or of salvat10n, or repent
ance, or pardon, or grace; the Holy Spirit 
never once mentioned. Christ was four 
times named near the conclusion, and that 
was all. A more Christless, graceless, spirit
less sermon I never heard; but what could 
you expect for the money. I heard they 
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ANNIVERSARY SERVICES AT 
SPELDHURST ROAD CHAPEL, 
SOUTH HACKNEY. 

[Written for the Earthen Veaael 'by W. 
Winters, of Waltham Abbey.] 

One of the most lively and ioterestiog 
meetiogs that hos ever occurred within the 
newly-erected walls of Speldhurst road 
chapel, took place on Tuesday, Nov. 24, 
18741 to commemorate the first anniversary 
of Cnarles Waters Banks' pastorate of that 
cause, and of the thirty-first year of his 
ministerial career io the great metropolis of 
London. 

The pastor opened the service in the after
noon with an appropriate hymn, and occu
pied the chair, in· the absence of Mr. T. J. 
Messer, late of Scotland, · who promised to 
fill that honorary post, and to speak of one of 
the most mystical characters that is con
taioed in Holy Writ, i.e., Melchizedek and 
his priestly office. But illness prevented Mr 
Messer from carrying out his best wishes. 
How sweet to realise God in all things, and 
t.o say, 
" Lord, I submit. Complete Thy gracious will; 

For If Thou slay me, I will trust Thee still. 
Oh, be my will swallowed up in Thine, 
That I may do Thy will In dolog mloe I" 

. What my able and faithful Christian brother 
would have said on such a subject is not for 
me to sm·mise; but as he did not speak, I 
am the more free to express an opinion ; 
doubtless, he would have spoken that which 
the Word of infallible inspiration would 
warrant; but had he have expressly deter
mioed the ·true nature of Melchizedek 
together with that of his office1 he would 
have been more than a matcn for tke 
most profound biblicist since the days of the 
Apostles. • ,.:,__ 

That Melchizedek-whose name answers 
to king of righteousness and peace-was a 
mere aescendant of Adam, as some assert, 
accordiog to ordinary g'eneration is to me 
questionable. The very reticence of the 
Holy Scriptures respecting this point is sig
nificant in itself and deeply typical. The 
Psalmist spoke of him (Psalm ex. 4) in his 
prophecy of the great Messiah, whose/'riest
hood should be " after the order o Mel
chizedek;" and this Paul believed and as
serted, that this prophecy was strictly 
fulfilled in the glorious Person of Christ. 
The parallel is graphic and clear. Christ, 
like Melchizedek, was invested with the 
kingly office as well as that of the priesthood. 
But whilst one cannot accept the assertion ot 
so~e that this typical monarch was only an 
ordmary man, for the reason that no record 
is known of his parentage, length of life, or 
descendants ( Heh. vii. 3), it is hard to en
dorse the mystic beliefof the Melchizedekians, 
that he was nn iocarnntion of some divine 
virtue or power, or of the Holy Ghost. 
'J'.hus, while all are at liberty to exercise the 
right of private judgment, no one is bound 
to accept anythiog purportiog to accompany 
-salvation, thnt is not clearly revealed io the 
Word of God. 

It was a source of regret to many that 

our brother Messer waa not there. How
ever, that the Lord was in the midst, no one 
could doubt, and a most efficient staff" of 
ministerial brethren and representatives of 
Churches (ex-o.fficio) were present; but 
only for the lack of surplices and powdered 
wigs one might have fancied oneself in the 
midst of the old synodical assembly at Dort 
or Diet of Ratisbon. 

Noticeable on the platform were C. W. 
Banks, the pastor ; G. Reyoolds, of Stepney : 
J. Vaughan, of Devonport; J. Warren, of 
Jireh chapel; Thomas Stringer, of Earl 
street, London road ; R. C. Bardens, of 
Hayes; W. Symonds; G. Pung; C. Corn
well, of Brixton{· F. Wheeler, of Chelsea; 
H. Myersoo, o Hackney; J. Flory,_ of 
Chelteoham. Amongst the congregation 
were Mr. F. Green, late of Manchester; J. 
Wheeler, late of Sudbury ; C. Masterson, of 
Lit:le Alie street; T. James, W. Waite, and 
others, whose names did not come within the 
grasp of the writer. 

Mr G. Reynolds was the first speaker io 
the afternoon. His subject was, Aaron as 
the High Priest of the Aocient Tabernacle. 
This gentleman appeared pretty comersant 
with the whole priestly character of Aaron, 
whose sacred office was especially reserved 
for his family, who were free, of course, from 
blemishes and external deformity. The use 
and nature of the vestments, the U rim and 
Thummim, the Tabernacle, with many 
other things common to the office of the 
priest, were aptly described by the speaker. 

After a hymn, Mr. Warren spoke on 
Moses and Aaron cominJ!: down from the 
mount (Numbers xx. 28). The speaker 
treated the subject in a good, homely, old
fashioned way, that could not fail to reach 
the understanding of the most dull and 
lowly of Christians. The doctrine of Mil
lenarianism had no standing in his discourse, 
only to be rejected; and it is well, when the 
spiritual interpretation of Scripture is not 
made to suffer by the too strict adherence to 
the literal. 

Mr. Symonds then spoke of Joshua, as 
seen in Zech. iii. The marked signs of this 
speech were brevity and honesty. 

This was followed by the much coveted 
service of cups, "that cheer but not ioe
briate." Good cake aud bread aod butter 
was plentiful, and in great demand by a very 
respectable numher ot friends. 

After this refreshing repast-for which a 
much higher charge would not have been 
exorbitant, "as times go "-the eveniog 
service commenced. George Thomas Con
greve, Esq., presided and !!ave the openiog 
address, of which we can only give a part. 

Mr. Congreve said-" When my good 
brother here wrote me, asking me in the 
spirit of holy love to come and preside at 
this_ meetiog, I felt I co~ld not say 'no.' 
For the esteem I bear to 1nm I have come; 
and for love to the Master whom be serves:
May this be a meeting to encourage his 
heart, and to encourage you. 

" Few men have been more useful to our 
little struggliog country Churches than our 
little friend here. I believe not one tenth OI 
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the good that he bes done will be ever known, 
but it is written up yonder, end by-end-bye 
he shall heRr the Master's voice, 'Well 
done,' &c. He has been of use to many of 
the Lord's little ones ~<ome of them hidden 
in their loneliness like the violet on the 
gra11Sv bank. A greRt poet has said in 
well-known lines:-
' Full many a gem of purest ray serene 

The dark nnfatbom'd caTes of ocean bear; 
Fall many a flo"·cr Is born to blush unseen, 

Anrt waste Its sweetness on the desert air.' 
"No, not 'waste,' I don't believe in that. 

He who said,' Gather up the frRgments that 
nothing be lost' is a God of munificence, 
but not of waste. There is not a little 
Alpine flower,-such as I have seen amidst 
the everlasting snows, that blooms in vain. 
Even there the bee had wandered up, and I 
saw her sucking honey from the little flower
cup. So, there is no follower of Christ, 
however poor, and weak, and lonely, but 
sheds a frag-rance and sweetness for Jesus. 
And many of these the Lord's little ones in 
those remote places of this land of ours, have 
heard our brother's voice, and been strength
ened, and their hearts rejoiced. But he is 
not getting younger ;-he needs more rest
I trust he will find here a quiet and peace
ful home and have many loving hearts 
gathered round him. Here may the God of 
Israel be with him, lift up the light of His 
countenance upon him and give him peace. 
Then he won't want to leave you, nor you 
to lfet rid ol him. 

' But I am reminded that this is an 
Anniversary ,-the first of his coming here, 
and the 31st of his ministry in London. It 
is a time shall I say for SWEET 
THOuGHTS-in the beautiful words of Miss 
Hutchinson :-

' Sweet thoughts can never die, 
Though, like the flowers, 

Their brightest hoes may fly 
In wintry hours. 

Bnt when the gentle dew 
Gives them their charms anew, 
With many an added bne 

They bloom again.' 
Let us cultivate sweet thoughts. Think, oh 
believer, of the sweet thoughts of Christ for 
you. ' How precious are Thy thoughts unto 
me, oh God' (says David). Let our thought 
be 'What can I do for Christ? How can I 
help His servant? ' 

"It is a time for KIND WORDS. The 
same writer has told us:-

' Kind words can never die, 
Cherished and blest ; 

God knows bow deep they lie 
Stored In tbe breast. 

Like cblldbood's simple rhymes 
Said o'er a t,bousand times ; 
Aye-In all years and climes 

Distant and near.' 
" Oh it is marvellous the influence of kind 

words. Even in this world,-kind words 
have stopped many a young man from ruin, 
and lighted up the heart almost given to, 
deopair. But kind words in the family of 
Christ! We must have them. If there be 
unkindness in the world there muat be kind
neas here. Especially do God's ministers 

need it. I have observed that for the most 
part they ere men ot the keenest sensibility, 
But some act towards them 88 though they 
were men of marble or iron,-or make 
them a target tor all the abominable filth 
they can gather. Let not our words be so
neither let us do the devil's work by sowing 
seeds of bitterness in the Church of Christ, 
Let us remember that in the time of weari
ness or anxiety, or distress, a few kind word11-
are like 'Apples of gold in pictures of 
silver.' 

" Once more-it is a time not· only for 
sweet thoughts and kind words hut for KIND 
DEEDS AND PURPOSES. I would not give 
a sixpence for the love that only talks. 
Give to your pastor ull -the support-the 
encouragement and sympathy he needs. 
Some men preach under a load of pecuniary 
difficulties. Shame on their people when it 
is so ! I heard a rich professor say, ' It's 
best for ministers to he poor-it keeps them 
humble.' Away with such mean spirits! 
Some men again freeze you with their touch 
-they give yon the tips of their fingers-
icy cold ! But yon would be surprised 
what good a few cheerful looks and hearty 
shakes of the hand, and kind words, and 
care for their temporal comfort will do. 
But, above all, the minister of Christ will 
always need the earnest prayers of a united 
and loving people. 

" A word of advice how to treat our good 
friend here from an old matrimonial couplet 
altered:- . 

' Be to bis faults a little blind, 
Be to bis virtues very kind.' 

There are none of us without our failings. 
I dare say if he could recall the past there 
are some thine:s he would not have done, and 
there are thin'gs he would not have written 
or spoken-(when I look back at twenty-five 
years of Christian life and work I know it 
has been so with me). Do not expect to 
find perfection in any minister-you never 
will. Ministers are not angels. I would 
not have them so. It is the man who iB 
weak in himself as I am, and helpless 88 I 
am and needing the same upholding grace, 
that I want to minister to me. 

" There is to be a collection for the pastor 
to-night. I shall have a word to say about 
that when the time comes. If you have 
good servants, and want to keep them, treat 
them well. So in the household of Christ. 
Men who serve the Church should have every 
kindness tor the Master's sake. 

" I hope our excellent friends who are 
here to-night will be true musicians and 
strike a··harp of gold. What are yonder 
' harps of gold? ' I don't believe in liter!'1 
material" harps of gold"· any more _than 10 

literal "streets of gold." These thmgs are 
figures only. The golden harps are here. 
The only difference of those up yonder is 
that they are better tuned. What are 
they?-

' Hearts all filled with thoughts of heaven, 
Hearts redeemed and hearts forgiven; 
Heart• t.baL would be ever raising 

Loving thoughts for love untold ; 
Hearts on Jesus ever gazing, 

H ea:rl.8 of love are harps of gold.' " 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 31 

After II hymn, Mr. Thomas Stringer was 
asked to address the friends on the Apostle 
and High Priest of our Profession, Christ 
Jesus (Heh. iii. I). Our brother, in his 
usual bold manner, with stentorian voice, told 
out some startling truths which appeared to 
be accepted heartily, sincerely, and with ex
ternal evidence of internal joy. Such a man 
in Puritan times would undoubtedly have 
l!'ained the noble epithet of " a rigid Calvin
ist"-" a hyper: ' would that there were 
many moreofsucb now living. The speaker 
had not time allotted to go in to such a vast 
subject, but treated of a few things that 
designate the "holy bretltren" mentioned 
in tlie text. Also he expressed, wittily and 
in a few words, the necessity o(tbe Gospel 
minister being fed spiritually and literally 
for the benefit of himself and his bearers, as 
no one would like to see a skeleton in the 
pulpit, rattling-- his dry bones, reeky shanks 
and chaplei!s skull. Our brother, after warn
ing the people of one of the great enemies of 
tlte Cbureh, namely, "prejudice," and beg
ging of the members of the Cbu~ch to show 
practically their attachment to their pastor, 
or they mightjustly expect him to emigrate, 
went on to speak of the subject given, which 
he brought to a close with an adapted snatch 
from Zion's favourite songster,-

" Aaron must lay his robes away, 
Hie mitre and his vest ; 

When God Himself comes down to be 
The ofl'r!ng and the priest." 

Mr. G. Pung was next called to speak on 
tlte benefits resulting from Christ's priestly 
office as exercised in heaven. But time,
" Which brings and bears away delusive hopes, 

And reproduces _the trouble It destroys," 
-forced the speaker hastily to conclude a 
subject so full of interest, especially that part 
which involved the atonement of Christ. 

"Rock or Ages, cleft for me," 
having been sung, M1·. Vaughan, ofDevon
port, waa solicited to speak, and although he 
did not expect to speak, as his name was not 
O? the programme, he spoke very ft-eely and 
highly of the great -mission of spirit which 
still exists in the Christian Church, and also 
ol tlte eaoential difference there is between 
r_eli~on and vital godliQ.eM, which dis
tinct10~ he explained very satisfactorily; the 
one bemg taken up by the creature and the 
other given by God the Holy Ghost'; he also 
corroborated what had been stated before 
respecting the invaluable blood of Jesus 
Christ to seeking sinners. 

Mr. C. Cornwell, of Brixton Tabernacle 
next dila~ed briefly and cheerfully on th~ 
Royal Priesthood of Christ and the nature 
of true worship, which incl~ded Abraham as 
a big~ example foremost among the true 
W!)rsh1ppers of the Old Testament; and the 
wise men who attended the birth of Christ 
the first f~und in the New Testament. They 
brought gifts, such as gold, frankincense and 
myrr~; the first of these gifts the spe'aker 
described as representing faith the other 
two. ea concentrating in the' person of 
Christ. 

Mr. C. W. Banks, the pastor, then rose and 

expre!!lled hie hearty thanks to the minister!I 
and kind Christian friends, who had so kindly 
interested themselves in his behalf. He then 
proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman, 
which was seconded by Mr. F. Wheeler 
in a few pointed and pungent remarks, which 
Mr Congreve cheerfully responded to. 

"All hall the power or Jesus' name": 
was then sung in real earnest; and Mr. H. 
Myerson, of Shalom chapel, Hackney. con
cluded by prayer. one of the most happy Pea
sons known to the Church meeting in 
Speldhurst road chapel. Mr. R. G. Edwards, 
of Silver street, Notting hill, would have 
taken part, according to prop-amme, but ill-
ness prevented. . 

A collection waa made for the pastor, who 
has laboured hard and often without any 
stipend. It is to be hoped that this will no 
longer be the case, for every godly.,workman 
is worthy of his hire. I cannot llnish these 
bald and scanty remarks without expressing 
a wish that the pastor may be warmly united 
to the people, until something more worthy 
of his acceptance may be pressed on him by 
Divine Providence. 

THE GOOD TEMPLARS. 
We are requested to pause and read Mr. 

Rvder's tract and several letters ere we 
apply our questions. Here is one note from 
a worthy ft-iend :-

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-! was pleased 
you confessed you knew next to nothing 
respecting the order of Good Templars. I 
am one; I have to bless God I am, although 
Mr. Varley feels thankful that he is brought 
out of it. I call you brother, because you 
are a lover of Jesus; I wish I could love 
Him more. It is entirely through His un
merited, ft-ee, and distinguishing grace I am 
out of hell; had I not been stopped I should 
have fallen a victim ; believing no drunkard 
can inherit eternal bliss, I must have been 
in eternal woe. 

I have besought the Lord in earnest prayer 
respecting first joining the Order, and I felt 
as much convinced in answer tltat it was a 
right step as I did when I was moved by the 
blessed Spirit to follow my Jesus in believers' 
baptism ; and you will have to prove, ft-om 
God's Word to me, I am in a wrong place, 
and tltat my answers to prayer and convic
tions are false before you can shake me out 
of it. I often have an opportunity of speak
ing to those which never hear of the name and 
fame of Jesus in our lodge room. I can pray 
that they may be made not only to feel fbeir 
need of total abstinence, but be made to feel 
they need a Saviour; or if not saved through 
His doing and dying, t!tey must be lost, not
withstanding they are brother and sister 
Templors. FRANCIS PATTERSON, jun. 

Larkfield, near Maidstone. 
[Every effort to benefit our fallen fellow-men 

we do rejoice in. If the" I.O.G.T." is of 
God, for man's moral good here, it will be 
successful. We have much coming in for 
consideration.-Eo.] 
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CALL TO PREACH THE GOSPEL. 
BY R. G. EDWARDS. 

The puhlic recol!,'nition of Mr. R. G. 
Edwards a.• pastor of Silver street Baptist 
chapel, Notting hill, we reported last month, 
in measure. From page370 we now continue 
the record. 

Mr. Thomes Stringer next asked Mr. 
Edwards to shew how the Lord led him 
into the ministry ot the Word, who replied 
as follows:-

At the time I have spoken of my soul was 
full to overflowing in love to God, blessing 
and praising the Lord, who had delivered me 
from so irreat a death. Redeeming love was 
my theme day and night. I often walked 
the solitary streets and fields giving audible 
vent to my pent-up joy, proclaiming salva
tion full and free, through the blood and 
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
felt such a love to perishing sinners, that my 
heart burned within me to go and preach 
Jesus to them. It was a great trial to my 
soul lest I should run without being sent 
by God. 

One night as I walked from our house, in 
company with my pastor, Mr. William Allen, 
I told him the struggles of my mind on this 
mbject, and he said, "he had no doubt but 
God would raise me up as a minister of His 
truth, and God would make the path plain 
in His own time." 

Months rolled on, and as Hezekiah says, 
"On my peace came great bitterness." 
The Lord seemed to leave me to myself; the 
enemy ofttimes cast me into the waters and 
into the fires ; frequently was I tempted to 
commit self-destruction; brought to question 
all I had passed through in my soul's ex
perience. But, astonishing mercy, grace, 
and nothing but grace, could ever have done 
it. Suvereign, matchless, boundless gr2ce, 
brought back this wanderer jwith weeping 
and supplication to himself again. Well 
might the apostle call it, " The exceeding 
riches of His grace." I obtained pardon 
through that fountain filled with blood. 

After a time the desire again returned-
" To tell to sinners all around 

What a dea.r Saviour I had found ; 
And point to His redeeming blood, 
And say, Behold the way to God." 

Few can imagine the conflicts of my soul 
respecting this matter. I made it a matter 
of fervent prayer to God, that He would 
either take it from my mind altogether, or 
.shew me His mind and will. Eventually, I 
prayed the Lord not to be angry with me, 
and grant me this sign that I might believe 
it was His gracious will, namely, "That 
some one should be led to ask me to preach 
who did not know that I had the least 
ability or desire to preach." This was 
remarkably answereq to the letter, but it did 
not satisfy me. I wanted another sign; and 
how I did beg of the Lord to pardon me in 
this thing, and give me another token, and 
wonderfully did our gracious God stoop to 
grant the petition of a poor worm. 

One Sabbath morning, early, standing in 
a crowd to bear a man preach, one of the 
party came to me and Bllid, "Will you preach 

here next Lord's-day evening ? " if you will I 
will announce it. 

I dared not refuse again, therefore promised 
to try. 0 what a week did I paes through 
of conflicting agitations of soul. The night 
previous I never closed my eyes in sleep 
from the time I went to bed to the time I 
rose. 

The time anived when I was to stand np 
in the presence of those who bad known me 
from my youth np, and not above a 
hundred yards from tl1e spot where the Lord 
first called me by His grace, in the Mile End 
road. My text was, "What think ye of 
Christ? " A throng of people was present. 
I had great liberty of son!. 

After this I frequently freached in the 
open air, in various parts o London, and in 
adjacent counties. 

SETTLES AT SOUTH CHARD, 
lily first pastorate was at South Chard, 

Somersetshire. I preached my first sermon 
there, 9th May, 1847. Continued nearly 
six years. I loved many who were con
nected with that cause, and love their 
memory still. But the work of God not 
being manifest as I desired, I felt I . must 
remove. I received two pressing invitations 
from Trowbridge, stating my niinistry had 
been blessed at various times there. The 
first call by the Church I refused ; then they 
sent me another. Believing it to be the 
voice of God, I consented, but to my deep 
regret. I do think it wrong in one Church 
who may require a pastor, to try to unsettle 
the mind of a pastor of another Church, and 
endeavour to remove him from his flock. 
However, on December 30, 1852, I removed 
to Trowbridge, and found things very 
different to what I had expected; but here I 
was ordained on December 27, 1853. My 
pastor, Mr. William Allen, gave me the 
charge. Mr. C. W. Banks slated the nature 
and constitution of a Gospel-Church. 
After mnch trouble I left, and the chapel 
was some years after ,;old to the Church of 
England tor schoohi. " Thus Bethel came 
to naught." 

I then determined I would roam about 
the country. I preached in London, 
Brighton, Oxford, Tring, Eaton Bray, 
Plymouth, Devonport, Reading, Brentford, 
Ramsgate, Mendlesham, Sheerness, .~c.1 
during which eighteen months I baptizea 
twice at Mendlesham, in Suffolk; once at 
Sheerness, once at Ramsgate, and once at 
Bri!!'hlon. 

- BAPTIZING IN THE RIVER, 
On April 6, 1856, I preached my first 

10rmon in Cottenham, Cambridgeshire. The 
Lord greatly bleased my labours during tbe 
three years I was there. I baptized in the river 
once each year. The first year seven teen ; 
the second eighteen; the third nine. The 
chapel was enlarged ; new roof erected. I 
regard Cottenham with great affection; 
shall ever feel it a pleasure while I live to be 
able to say, The stone that bears the name of 
" Ebenezer " on it is mine, for which I have 
the receipt to this day. 

In the providence of onr God I was con
strained to go forward ; the cloud removed ; 
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I removed, end went to Button, Cambs. 
March 27, 1859. I continued there near 
ten years. I have witnesses my labour was 
not in voin in the Lord. I pray God t.o 
amile upon that Church. 

REMOVAL TO IBLINGTON. 
October 4, 1868, I commenced a six 

months' probation at Islinll'ton. May 11, 
1869, where I was the second time recognised 
as pastor. The late Mr. James Wells giving 
the charge.. For three years I preached with 
the ability God rave me; I trust not with
out some fruit: ' The day will declare it." 
I was then brought near the gates of death : 
affliction of mind and body, in September, 
1871. I felt determined no more t.o become 
a settled pastor ; but in the mysterious move
ments of Divine Providence, I received an 
invitation to preach· in Silver street chafe!, 
October 6, 1872. I felt union of sou to 
the people, and God did bless my ministry. 
We sincerely love one another; our hearts 
are imbedded in ·each other. I love my 
deacons ; they are men of God ; and I love 
the members of the Church. This state
ment is made after two years preaching the 
Gospel, going in and going out before them. 

"My soul shall pray for Zion still, 
While life and breath remains; 

There my best friends, my kindred dwell, 
There God my Saviour reigns." 

MY FAITH AND PRACTICE. 
Mr. Stringer then asked for the nature 

of the doctrines the pastor intended to 
preach, which he stated was almost a matter 
of form, as they were well-known, having 
been already so many years in the ministry. 

Mr. R. G. Edwards said he was a firm 
believer in the Bible, which declared the 
existence of God ; in the glories of His 
nature, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, co
eternal, co-essential, and co-efficient; that 
God made all things by the word of His 
power, and created our first parents in 
paradisaical moral purity and lmppiness; 
that Adam, as the representative head of the 
human family, violated the commands of 
Jehovah, by which he became, with his 
posterity, hopelessly lost, and utterly ruined 
1n body and soul for time and eternity. I 
also believe that before this awful calamity 
occurred, yea, before the foundation of the 
world, in His own eternal purpose and plan, 
every individual of the human race stood 
before the view of Him (" to whom all His 
works ore known from the beginning"). 
He did fix His love upon, and choose, and 
predestinate in an everlasting covenant, by 
the blood and righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, through sanctification. of the 
Spirit, ond belief of the truth, a "certain 
number," whose names are registered in 
the Lamb's Book of Life to eternal salvation 
and glorification; and the rest appointed to 
everlasting punishment, where they stood as 
transgressors of God's holy and righteous 
law, irrespective of electing love and dis
criminating grace. I believe that for all 
the Father gave to Christ as a new covenant 
Head, He worked out a' robe of righteous
ness in His spotless and in1lnite pertection of 

life. That He gave Himself for our sins 
and rose again for our justification. That 
He is now in glory, accomplishing the vast 
designs of His substitutionary work. God 
over all blessed for evermore. I believe in 
the absolute necessity of the work and 
operation of God the Holy Ghost in re
generation and sanctification, bringing the 
new-born sinner to repentance toward God 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. That 
He must conth:tue His work in the final 
perseverance of the saints, until they are 
with and like their Lord. I believe that 
salvation is wholly of grace from first to last, 
without :my effort of the creature who is 
dead, by nature, in trespBSSes and sins, sal
vation is of the Lord. " By grace are ye 
saved through faith, and that not of your
selves, it is the gift of God." The electing 
grace of God the Father, the redeeming 
grace of God the Son, and the efficient 
grace of God the Holy Ghost. I believe in 
the second coming of Christ, in the resurrec
tion of the body at the trump of God, the 
great judgment day, when the sheep shall 
be placed on the right hand, and the goats 
on the left ; when the wicked shall be driven 
into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal. As to the 
ordinances of God's house, I here state 
plainly, I believe God has appointed in the 
Gospel that believers in Jesus, and they 
alone, are to be baptized by being immersed 
in water, buried with Christ in baptism, and 
then added to the Church. Thus I am, and 
have been, since called by grace, now 37 
years since, a firm believer in, and un
flinching defender of, strict communion. 

THE FAMILY OF THE FLINTS: 
No. 2.-The history of the Baptist Churches 
in the city of Canterbury is amazingly per
plexing. Even now that the General, or 
Free-will Baptists, have a ~lendid meeting
place in the best suburb of the city, the 
enemy will not let them enjoy perfect peaee. 
The Good Templars have made themselves 
known there, and it is no paradise. How 
many pastors have they had since I saw 
young Burton almost worshipped by them? 
And, truly, he was a precious soul. But the 
missionary spirit carried him away. In 
Orange street, up a pBSSage, there stood the 
first little Baptist chapel wherein our fathers 
did worship, and unto them one Thomas 
Reed preached the Gospel. The Flints, the 
Christians, and many more, who are all 
passed away, then made up the congregation. 
'fhere came an east wind up from the wil
dernes-s, and the hurricane was disastrous. 

"0 Zion, afflicted with wave upon wave., 
\Vbom uo man can comfort, whom no man 

can save." 
We shut up the place; and now it is not to 
be found, 

PresumptioB is too high, 
Co1Tuption is too deep; 
Between these sad extremes 
The Church appears asleep. 

Ministers and Churches, watch and pray. 
David Denham next time. 
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THE LATE MR. JOHN KERSHAW'S 
CHURCH AT ROCHDALE. 

" The Gospel Standard " has written 
on the separation of the late Mr. Kershaw's 
-Church, and we are referred to as having 
erroneou•ly called the Baptist Church, at 
the public hall, "the late Mr. Kershaw's 
Church." Would the Editor of The Gospel 
Standard agree to have all these unhappy 
affairs publicly declared 1 We have seen and 
read all the letters which passed to and fro at 
the time. From them; from the printed 
pamphlets; and from frequent close con
versations with some of the best of Mr. 
Kershaw's friends, we have felt justified, and 
authorized, in terming the Church at the 
hall " the late Mr. Kershaw's Church." 
Let the honourable Christian men of Roch
dale tell us plainly whether or not we 
thereby write incorrectly. II we have been 
in error, we will confess and forsake our sin. 
But the most serious line in the Standard's 
notice is a decided declaration that " the 
separatists have swerved from sound 
doctrine." Now we solemnly appeal to 
Mr. Hand, the pastor, to Mr. Eli Brierley, 
the deacon, and to the other intelligent, 
devoted, and godly members and friends of 
the Church in Rochdale public hall, and we 
uk, What " sound doctrine" is it that they 
have " swerved " from? If we have not 
been most grievously misled, the separation 
was not lrom any dispute about doctrine at 
all. Nor have they in any degree 
"swerved." The Gospel Standard, having 
published a charge so serious yet so in
definite, is bound clearly to declare wherein 
it is that the " swerving from sound 
doctrine " is found. As regards " the 
eternal Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ," 
the Editor of the Earthen Vessel has never 
dared to deny it. To his own soul the Three 
glorious Persons in the adorable, the 
i!ternal, the undivided, the co-equal, and 
co-essential Godhead, is too internally .and 
permanentlv precious, ever to write or speak 
one word contrary to the revealed attributes 
in the Three-One Jehovah. At the same 
time, the Editor of the Earthen Vessel 
never has been a mere follower of, or assenter 
to, the mysterious assumptions which some 
good meu have presumed to enter upon. 
All that the Holy Ghost has been pleased to 
reveal in his soul of the glori9us Person of 
the Christ of God, he has received, enjoyed, 
and faithfully and affectionately proclaimed 
now for very many years; but with the cruel, 
anti-Christian spirit and practice of many 
profeFSors, he could never sympathise. To 
his own Master he stands or falls. But this 
charge agaiust the Rochdale friends must 
uot be left here. 

CH ELT EN HA M.-.A.t our ancient 
mother Church-the Baptist meeting-we 
have had good George Cudlipp telling us 
of the wnv out of the wildc•rness of sin into 
the paradise of God. Fe,y folk in C~elte~
ham believe Master Cudhpp : but 1t will 
prove true when the fire b_urns up the 
tillsel of a ruere doll's profess1011. Be sure 
you uhid·, faithful. 

PLYMOUTH.-Religion, in its true 
power proceeds onward, according· to the 
eternJ purpose and omnipotent power of Him 
who worketl1 all things according to new 
covenant promises and decrees; but the 
dust, and noise1 the controversies, the con
tentions and stnfes of men and of professing 
people, are not always so angelic and holy, 
so clear and comfortable, as might be ex
pected. N eve1•theless, the foundation 
standeth sure, the Lord knoweth them that 
are His. Ohl Harvey Smith and I have been 
walking about Plymouth, Stonehouse1 and 
Devonport occasionally, of lnte. Wnen I 
have done my business, I generally seek 
alter a little food or edification 'tor my soul. 
But, alas! there has been so much smoke of 
late, one could hardly Ree anything right. 
" Smith," says I, "this is painful ! " True, 
says the old manil but the prophecy m. ust be 
fulfilled. "I w· 1 put enmity between the 
seed of the woman and the seed of the ser
pent." If there be no war between the 
children of God and the children of the 
world, the prophecy is not fulfilled. Abel . 
was envied of his brother ·so soon as he was 
accepted of God. The true Church of God 
is like Lot in Sodom ; like Samson among 
the Philistines. Perfect peace here in the 
Church's march through the wilderness! 
No, sir, it cannot be. The new man is no 
sooner born of the Spirit, hut the serpent 
is ready to devour him, his b1·ethren to banish 
him, and hell to swallow him. In all the 
world the righteous man hath no friend but 
He who made the world. "THIS IS THE 
STATE OF THE CHURCH MILITANT," 
She is like the ark floating upon the waters; 
like a lily growing among thorns; like the 
bush on fire, yet never consumed. God tries 
His friends. "Hold on, good Harvey," says 
I, "it is truly so; but I wish you to follow 
me." This w.asF1·iday evening, November 20, 
1874, and a friend said, There is prayer 
going up this evening at How street. So 
we went. Muster Burbridge, the West
aways, and others, poured out their hearts. 
Peace was present. We were invited to 
their public commemoration of the 20th 
anniversary, on Wednesday, November 25. 
Harvey Smith could not go. I w~nt. Plain, 
spiritual, experimental fellowship enjoyed. 
Praises, prayers, and a presentation to the 
pastor, made the scene look Christ-like : and 
I said-

" Here I could sit and sing away," 

But the end came. How stt·eet appears a 
Bethel. When I have passed through 
Cornwall, you may hear ag·ain from 

A 'fRA VELLER, 

ST. MARY CRAY.-Wehavelostareal 
friend to religion, to all charitable .enter
prises, and to society at large, in the death 
of our large paper - maker, W. Joynson, 
Esq., who fell asleep early in Dec., 1874. 
The books of nod's remrrn brancc will unfold 
the present unknowu extent of his benevo
lence. We thank our Lord that here and 
there such benevolent men are ruiscd up. 
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MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL, WHY 
IS IT7 

DBAR MR, BANKB,-My mind prompts 
me to drop a line on the pre1ent signs of the 
times. It strikeA me that in the present 
namby pamby and spiritually degenerate 
age, very many parsons and people are 
loosened from their moorings, and are drifting 
any and everywhere but towards the precious 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Unitarians 
and annihilation men are found in Baptist 
colleges, and in pulpits, too, which were once 
occupied bt gracions, Spirit-taught men, 
whom the ' King delighted to honour." 

WHY IS IT? 
Permit me to give my opinion. 
1st. Ministers do not preach the terrors of 

hell and banishment from God so plainlv as 
did our fathers. They are by far too velvet
tongued, " Thus saith the Lord" must be 
4,reached, whether men hear or forbear. 

2nd. Ministers do not preach the horrors 
of the fall, nor its terrible consequences; 
the spiritual death, blindness, dumbness, 
deafness, and craziness of man, as the fathers 
did. You must think human nature to be 
beautiful, and quite in a salvable state, not 
needing the invincible, irresistible powers of 
God the Holy Ghost to quicken and arouse 
them from their slumbers. 

3rd. Ministers shun to give utterance to 
the grand doctrine of God the Father's elect
ing love, sovereign and eternal choice of His 
people in the Lord Jesus, as did our fathers. 

4th. Ministers do D,ot give so bold and 
prominent an utterance to the sweet and 
precious doctrine of the infinite atonement of 
the glorious Redeemer, His becoming man 
for the grand purpose of dying as a surety 
and substitute, to drink the cup of wrath 
eternally dry, casting into the fathomless 
.deeps or wondrous love, and the atoning sea 
-0f precious blood, the sins and guilt of all 
His ransomed onea. 

6th. Ministers do not bring to the front 
the sublime and golden doctrine of Christ's 
all-sufficient ri$"hteouaness, which raises all 
to whom it is imparted. "As Jesus is, so 
are they." 

6th. The ministers appear to be very 
shilly shally in giving hearty utterance to 
the very dear and soul-comforting, Christ
exalting doctrine of Final Perseverance of 
the Saints, so gloriously delineated in Paul's 
sublime peroration at his close of the first 
eight chapters to the Romans, 35 and fol
lowing verses. 

There are many other sweet topics I might 
1~ell upon, but, for the present, time for
b1ds.-I am, most affectionately yours, 

JOHN HUNTLEY BATH, 
Ebenezer chapel, Widcombe. 

FOOTS CRA Y.-Our Baptist chapel 
has now n useful minister of Christ's holy 
Gospel in the persou of Mr. H. Wnrdley 
lfce a clel'gyman in _the Church ofEnglaml'. 

not n Colyel', he 1s sound pure and in 
heart and life, devoted to his 'Lord'; sc,.;icc. 
We hope to give proof of his work some dny. 

BRIXTON HALL. 
MR. EDITOR,-The following quoted 

from "Earthen Vessel," appears tci' demand 
some notice from me. It occurs in a letter 
from brother Cornwell: "Dear Mr. Banks 
just a few words to inform you of our pro~ 
gress. I see by the last month's 'Vessel • 
you informed your readers that I laid the 
foundation stone of a new Sunday school at 
North Brixton Hall. Please correct this 
statement, and allow me to remind vou again • 
that I am a Strict Baptist." • 

The inference your readers draw is that at 
North Brix ton Hall the friends are not Strict 
Baptists. Such a conclusion is untrue; and 
for the implication to go nncontradicted will 
be dishonouring to our dear Master, whose 
ordinances we must at all costs maintain, and 
an imputation upon the friends who meet, 
and the ministers who preach, at the Hall. I 
claim your insertion, in next month's 
"Vessel," of this letter. 

I have known and preached to the people 
who are now worshipping at North Brixton 
Hall, more or less, for upwards of ten years, 
and was present when a few months ago the 
Church was formed, and when the articles, 
&c., were publicly read, and I would say 
with emphasis, that they are Strict and 
Particular Baptists. For them I believe I 
can say, as I rejoice that I can for myself, 
we love and count dearer than life the pre
cious word of our covenant God; we re
joice in His eternal, electing, discriminating, 
conquering, sanctifying, changeless and 
glorifying love ; we glory in His marvellous 
grace ; and, disclaiming ail creature merit 
or works, exult in the freeness, sovereignty 
and efficiency of the mighty and quickening 
ministry of the Holy Ghost. We boast, yea, 
and we will boast, but only in our God and 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ-not 
of our love to Him, but His to m-nor can 
we cease while we know that our experience 
is that "where sin abounds, grace much 
more abounds; " when we learn " another 
Gospel," the matter may be different, but 
we do not believe a faithful God will allow us 
to. 

;, Till then, nor is our boasting \"'ain, 
T111 then we boast a Saviour slain." 

Let me further say that our friends at 
North Brixton Hall stnnd as a Church 
believing that in this wide London there is 
ample room for the testimony of J ehovah's 
grace, and determined (D.V.) to maintain 
as fully as they can a ministry that honours 
a triune God. They desire not in the least 
to dcprecia te or hinder the prosperity of the 
cause at the North Brixton Tabernacle but 
otherwise to see its prosperity, and th~t of 
every cause of truth, and at the same time will 
give an earnest and loving welcome to nny 
who, holding fast to the faith and oruel' of the 
New Testament, and being unsettle,!, mny be 
desirous to unite with them. Wishing you, 
dear brother, and all the saints a rno!'e realised 
and manifest walk in the lig·ht of J ehovah's 
countenance, I remain you!' uuworthy follow-
worker, Jou:-r HuxT LYNN. 

262, Burrage road, Plmusteau. 
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FORMATION OF NEW TESTAMENT 
CHURCH. 

V cry sa~red ~ervice was witnessed and 
enjoyed in Earl street chapel, London road, 
Southwark, Monday evening, Dec. 7, 18741 
when a Strict Baptist Church was formea 
in connection with the ministry of Mr. Tl10s. 
Stringer. The following order was observed: 

A hymn was sung, read by R. A. Law
rence ; ScriRture read and prayer offered by 
G. Webb; C. Cornwell read another hymn i 
C. W. Banks joined hands of pastor ana 
people, and g·ave an original hymn composed 
by T. Strine-er; Lord's Supper was admin
istered bv ) . S. Anderson, who afterwards 
addressed" pastor and people upon their 
mutual faith, mutual dependence, mutual 
obligations, mutual desires. A very appro
priate and useful "charge" to Church and 
minister, well interwoven, Chas. Spencer, 
Esq., gave the closing hymn and fervent 
prayer. The new Church here commences 
with forty-five members. We shall rejoice 
to see it manifold in numbers and progres
sive in peace and prosperity of every kind. 
It is a comfortable chapel in the centre of 
multitudes of people. May the Lord's glory 
fill the house! C. W. B. 

ESSEX.-Our" 1ravelling correspondent," 
-having left the West this winter has been in 
the East, says : " Dunmow is in a_ miserable 
condition· lost the chapel; meet 10 a room. 
Heard yo~ng Beddow, he is a good fellow in 
the faith. Are the Dunmow friends so poor, 
they cannot have a devoted godly man ? 
How can they let the cause linger to death ? 
At Colchester, Bible-room is shut up. Where 
is that once valiant brother Hanger? Mr. 
Geo. Baldwin has been preaching at John's 
Green chapel; and many gather and have 
heard him with joy." 

SHREWSBURY.-In this ancient city 
the Strict Baptists have struggled for 1ruth 
for many years. Ministel'!!, deacons, and 
professing people have deceived them ; they 
have almost become unknown. But the 
Lord is lifting them up again. On Sunday, 
December 6, 1874, Mr. Octavius Lloyd, 
Baptist minister, of Birmingham, preached 
to them in Foresters' hall, No. 1, Wyle Cop. 
We hope to report further progress. Frienils 
of Christ's Gospel and ordinances are com
manded to strengthen these weak hands. 

~aits af * ~antg. 
NOTE FROM E. SAMUEL. - MR. 

EDITOR -Referring to your remarks, last 
month, that I refused to give to the deacons 
of the Surrey Tabernacle the name of the 
minister they have to preach for them, who 
believes in the perni~ious doctrine of t~e 
annihilation of the wicked, I beg to say 1t 
is quite true that I did refuse to give them 
the name not because I could not, but I 
would not. I also gave my 1-easons for so 
doing, which the writer of the paragraph 
has very unjustly kept back.-Yours truly, 

Sleaford. E. SAMUEL. 
[We know nothing of Mr. Samuel's 

" reasons: " perhaps the writer will furnish 
them. We cannot. One thing Is q.uite 
clear: if several ministers nre consecuhvely 
supplying a pulpit, and one publicly declares 
another who hns supplied the pulpit holds 
false doctrines, if he does not tell the people 
who the false prophet is, he throws suspicion 
on the whole of them, and leaves the public 
in dark suspense, Mr. Samuel ought not 
to make the statement he did unless he gives 
the name of the minister referred to. The 
above note of Mr. Samuel's is no reply t.o 
our correspondent's statement~ nnd is a mere 
evasion of the question.-ED,J 

"STAR IN THE WEST."-A farmer 
reproves u~ for referring to the West London 
tabernacle, nnd asks, "Where is the pastor 
now ? and with whom has he left his sheep ?" 
He is in Toronto; and a lady writes of a 
most wonderful work be is there carrying 
out. If all the excitement.•! now so popular 
in various parts of the wor d, are tlie true 
work of the Spirit of God, then woe be unto 
us poor truthful, old-fashioned people. 

NoTrcE.-Brother E. Forman of March, 
says, " Brother James Clark, of Chatteris, 
has resigned his pulpit and will attend to 
invitations received from destitute Churches 
or otherwise. Brother Clark is a man of 
sound Gospel-truth, of unblemished 
character, and of considerable talents. You 
may confidently recommend him. His 
present :eastorate at Chatteris ends the last 
Sunday 10 January. Address, Mr. Clark, 
Baptist minister, New road, Chatteris, 
Cambs. 

Jllr. Stephen Kempster, " an old dlselple," in 
his 80th year, waiting and wishing for glory, 
was burled In Wlllesden Cemetery, on Wed
nesday, Dec. 9, 1874, by R. G. Edwards. 

Jllr. Wm. Jas. Wells (eldest .son of the late 
beloved minister of the Surrey Tabernacle) died 
Dec. 7, 1874, aged 50. He was a believer In the 
grace of Obrist; and we hope Is now with his 
father In the glory kingdom. What preoloua 
gatherings there are found. 

Nov. 16, Mr. Samuel Squlrrell, of Bermondsey 
(father of W. K. Squlrrell, minister of Trinity 
chapel, Borough), aged 63. He was known In 
our Churches as a faithful preacher of the 
Word. Peace with God was his comfort In 
death. 

August 7, 1874, Edward B. Cooper fell asleep 
after a ~hort Illness of six days. In the Provi
dence of God he was Jed to attend Romney 
street chapel, Westminster, where he met with 
his late beloved wife, who after many years of 
sulfe11ng died, leaving him with a young 
family, who are now mourning tbe loss of a · 
beloved father. E. Cooper was led to go and 
hear the late James Wells, at Bart-lett's build
ings, and that eminent servant of God was the 
means of setting bi• soul at liberty. He con
tinued to hear him till May, 1868, when he pro
posed himself for- mernbershlp, was baptlzed In 
June, and continued a member or the Surrey 
Tabernacle to the time or bis death. It can 
truly be said of him, he loved the house of 
God and the place where His hono11r dwelleth. 
Never so happy as when able to meet with the 
children of God. 



A 

~,ebitfu of som£ Jo11ula:r ®rrors of our iim,es. 
A DEFENCE OF BIBLE TRUTR 

BY JOHN VAUGHAN, 
M11nister of Trinity <Jha,pel, HacWMJI. 

"Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return 
to God who gave it."-Eccles. xii. 7. , 

"And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into 
life eternal."-Matt. nv. 46. 

I T is scarcely possible to overrate the importance of the subjects 
presented for consideration. The universal mind of man may be 

described as in a state of chaos, and darkness covers the people. The 
Babylonian or ecclesiastical world-power has done its work and produced 
its deadly fruit. Confusion and restlessness are manifest on every hand, 
in striking contrast to the experience of God's own covenant people 
(Isa. xxvi. 3). This restlessness of mind leads to a constant craving for, 
and production of, novelties. When men leave revealed truth there is 
no absurdity too great, or superstition too grovelling to find ardent and 
devoted followers. The monk's garb may prove the swaddling clothes 
of the Atheist, and spiritualism the forerunner of the grossest material
ism. It would appear Paul's prophecy was now in process of fulfilment 
(2 Tim. iii. 3, 4). 

Our texts supply us with four leading thoughts: First, The origin 
and disposal of the body; Second, The spirit's return to its Creator; 
Third, IJiscriminating judgment; Fourth, Eternal destiny fixed. May 
God the Holy Ghost lead us into all truth, even the truth as it is in 
Jesus! 

One of the latest novelties is cremation. Some on sanitary grounds, 
others on utilitarian principles, burn the bodies of departed friends and 
scatter their charred remains upon our fields, for the purpose of deodo
rising and dressing the land is the advice of some. Utilize, utilize is 
their cry. But let us appeal to the Word of God. In Gen. iii. 19 we 
read, " In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
,the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and 1mto 
dust shalt thou return." Burial was evidently the method adopted by 
Abraham and his descendants for disposing of the bodies of the de
parted, as recorded (Gen xxiii., :xxv. 8-10; Judges xii. 15); and even 
where burning of the dead is alluded to, it is never mentioned but with 
~sapproval and threatened judgment (Amos ii. l); and even in Amos 
VI. 10 it is spoken of as shewing the fearful straits to which they should 
be reduced by wars and pestilence; and in 1 Sam. xxxi. 12 the men of 
J?-besh-Gilead only resorted to the burning of the bodies of ~aul and 
his sons, under stress of circumstances, -and to save them from the 
ignominious treatmP.nt of the Philistines. 

The earliest records we have of cremation, or burning of the dead, 
we find was practised by the ancient Greeks. Through them it was 
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adopted by the Romans in the decadence of the republic, and it after
wards became the general practice under the sensual and corrupting 
influences of the .Roman Empire. But the humanising influences of 
the glorious Gospel of Christ soon tended to bring it into disrepute, and 
ultimately operating as an effectual antidote to this heathenish practice, 
led to its discontinuance. They truly felt the bodies of believers, being 
temples of the Holy Ghost, were worthy honourable burial, as testified 
by the brief but expressive epitaphs in the catacombs of Rome, still in 
existence. The development-theorists tell us man has developed from 
the monkey, the oyster, small air vesicles, or the mysterious protoplasm; 
but what saith the Word? " And the Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and man became a living soul" (Gen. ii. 7). .And the Apostle's 
beautiful simile, comparing the body to a seed to be sown in the earth 
or graV'e (1 Cor. xv. 37, 44). Mark also his note of triumph as, pro
jecting his thoughts into the future, he beheld the full-orbed victory of 
Christ, he issues forth his challenge in the 55th verse, "0 death, where 
is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?" 

Second. The spirit's return to its Creator. 
Not for the purpose of absorption into its Creator, nor for the pur

pose of annihilation by its Creator, but each spirit in its distinctive, 
conscious individuality, the mortality of the soul, as well as the body 
of the ungodly, is a very convenient belief for those who wish to indulge 
in sin with impunity. Those who have not the fear of God before their 
eyes in life, do not find it convenient to have the dread of God, after 
death, rewarding them according to their deeds; hence, they delude 
themselves and deceive others, that hereafter is a fable, and the ever
lasting torments of hell a figment; that when they die, in some cases, 
we are told the final end is reached; in others that the wicked are to 
be raised for purposes of penal punishment, but ultimate extinction. Is it 
not passing strange that what is deemed by some, misnamed · Christians, 
the punishment of the ungodly, in other nations is regarded. as the per
fection of bliss, and as the highest reward in reserve· for the most 
deserving and devout? Truly it may be said, here extremes meet. The 
Hindoos consider the absorption of themselves into the great Brahm an 
evidence of special favour and the reward of peculiar sanctity, while 
the Buddhist regards annihilation-a complete extinguishment of 
existence....:..as the very climax of all that is desirable, devoutly to be 
wished for, and eagerly sought after. 

Annihilation was believed in and taught by many of the ancient 
Pagan philosophers, several Jewish writers also, amongst whom may be 
reckoned David Kimchi. Speaking of the wicked, he says, "Their souls 
shall perish with their bodies." Maimonides says, "When the wicked 
die they will be utterly destroyed." One thing, these persons neither 
professed to be Christians or to appeal for authority for such statements 
to the Word of God. It is left for this latter day to develope, as the 
teaching of some, who call themselves Christian teachers, and, what is 
more, increase their popularity thereby, and receive the encomiums of the 
writers in widely-circulated and extensively-read religious periodicals for 
their advanced views and moral heroism. Surely matters have reached 
a strange pass when certain individuals can advance such, unscriptural 
views, and yet their orthodoxy remain unquestioned and their assertions 
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pass unchallenged. Surely we have reached the confusion of tongues! 
The woman with her leaven has done her deadly work in secret and is 
now about to manifest the wickedness openly. 

Again we appeal to the Word, and what answer do we receive from 
thence? In Numb. xvi. 22 the Israelites in their confession acknow
ledged the Lord as "the God of the spirits of all flesh;" Moses, in like 
manner (xxvii. 16). Hannah, in 1 Sam. ii. 3, declared Him to be a 
God of knowledge, "and by Him 11,Ctions are weighed;" and in Prov. 
xv.i. 1 He is declared as weighing the spirits, trying, testing them. But 
why all this acquaintance with man and supervision of his acts, if anni
hilation awaits him? Is it not declared by Jeremiah xvii. 10, "I the 
Lord search the heart; I try the reins, even to give every man according 
to the fruit of his doings?" And Christ declared to His servant John 
(Rev. ii. 23), "I am He which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I 
will give unto every one of you according to your works." Surely this 
requital cannot refer or be confined to this life! Many a wrong-doer is 
here surrounded with all that makes his life desirable: the pompous 
funeral awaits him, the creature-lauding oration, and lying marble to his 
memory after death, while many of heaven's true nobility live in 
obscurity, the subjects of oppression, sorrow, and privation. Lazarus 
and the rich man are being daily enacted. The parable referred to cer
tainly conveys to the mind of every unprejudiced reader the solemn fact 
of a hereafter, and a state of suffering for the ungodly. It ce1tainly 
implies an unalterable condition, a great gulf fixed. Moreover, a state 
of consciousness. There is evidently recollection of the past; recog
nition of one under strangely altered circumstances; conscious of present 
t9rment without prospect of mitigation or termination. But, say some, 
this is but a parable, and the imagery must be received with great care 
and considerable modification. Yes, we take that explanation for what 
it is worth. What! The God of truth to be suspected of falsehood, and 
-charged with making statements contrary to fact? He who said "His 
word should not pass away;" yet that His statements are highly 
coloured, and that allowances are to be made for their hyperbolical 
character. It has been said, 

"Fools rush in where angels fear to tread;" 

and truly it can be said, men will assert what devils hardly dare suggest, 
such is the depravity of man, so fearfully has the leprosy spread, so wide
spread the infection. 

Third. The discriminating judgment. 
Familiarity with conduct marks all our Lord's-descriptions relative to 

the final audit which will inevitably take place, when all nations shall be 
gathered before Him at His dread tribunal. There actions will be 
traced to motives; the secrets of all hearts revealed. There the oppressed 
and the oppressor; the persecuting tyrant and the once martyred 
.sufferer; the faithful, but hated preacher of God's truth, and the 
scoffer ; but under strangely altered circumstances! The righte~ms 
will appear in the character of jury, or assessors: for, accordmg 
t~ apostolic testimony, the saints of God wil~ jndg~ th~ world (1 Cor. 
VI. 2, 3). There the entire course of hfe, with its advantages, 
privileges, and actions, will be investigated, weighed _and adjt~dged, 
.and that with such strict equity that not one shall be m a pos1t10n to 
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charge Christ, the Judge, with injustice, or that the verdict is not in 
accordance v,ith fact, or that the sentence should be reversed on the 
ground of insufficient evidence. 

Some have raised objections on the score of the shortness of the 
time; that it would be impossible for thousands of millions each to have 
their individual cases investigated and righteously disposed of. To 
this we reply, to God all things are possible, and "There is not 
anything too hard for the Lord." But the language of Scripture does 
not confine us to a day of twenty-four hours necessarily. "Now is 
the day of sal,ation " was spoken at least 2500 years since, and, blessed 
be God, it has not closed yet; therefore, it may extend over a very 
lengthened period. 

There are evidently different degrees to be awarded in proportion to 
advantages possessed, and aggravated nature of sin (Matt xi. 20-24). 
An account is to be rendered, and sin, according to its nature, dealt 
with (xii. 31, 32, 36, 37). Moreover, we are told by Peter, in his 
Second Epistle (ii. 9), the Lord knoweth how "to·reserve the unjust 
unto the day of judgment to be punished." Compare this with Jude's 
Epistle (6, 7, 12-15 verses). Again, Peter, in the same Epistle (iii. 7), 
speaks thus : " But the heavens and the earth which are now, by the 
same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judg
ment and perdition of ungodly men." 

Fourth. Eternal desti"ny fixed. _ 
One thing is noticeable at the outset in this portion of our subject. 

If judgment is first passed upon the righteous, the infliction of the 
sentence first takes place upon the ungodly, "And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment." Here the solemn and unerring line that 
has ev-er existed in the eternal purpose of our covenant Jehovah is made 
manifest. No longer wolves in sheeps' clothing mistaken for the sheep 
of the Lord Christ, the gift of His Father to Him; or a poor, maimed, 
ragged and bruised sheep mistaken for a goat. Here infinite and 
unerring wisdom separates them the one from the other (see 32nd :verse). 
The whole human family, strangely mingled, here wheat and tares, sheep 
and goats, the seed of God and the seed of the wicked one (Gen. iii. 15; 
1 John iii. 8-12), are then separated by Him who declared "I know 
My sheep." Sweet thoughts for those of the poor of His flock who are 
not satisfied upon that point. Those who scoff now at the glorious 
doctrine of predestinating grace and electing love, will then find to their 
dismay and utter confusion, that there is indeed "A remnant according 
to the election of grace." These shall go away: driven, impelled by 
an irresistible power, "into everlasting," &c., unending; no mitigation 
or termination: for it is to be noticed, although our translators have 
given us the words everlasting and eternal in our text, they were not 
justified in making that difference, for the same word stands in the 
original in both cases. Therefore, to be consistent, if we limit the 
punishment of the ungodly, we must of necessity limit the duration of 
the blissful existence of the blood-ransomed and cleansed: the personally 
redeemed Church of Christ. " Punishment " is a state of conscious exist
ence to endure suffering: a remembrance of the past, and ever-abiding 
knowledge why they so suffer; and that the punishment is of a penal 
character, and proportioned to the turpitude of guilt and the intensity of 
wickedness; that eternal destiny is not made dependent upon the with-
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holding or giving of a cup of cold water to a disciple, as some assert. Bnt 
the simple act discovered a motive; that motive was to glorify the Master 
of the disciple by the gift : love first to Himself, and through Him, love 
to IJ is follower. The ungodly might have done an act of kindness to a 
disciple, but if done merely as an act of kindness to a human being, the 
great distinguishing mark or test was lost sight of. " Inasmuch as ye 
did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to Me." 

Objections have been raised to the eternity of punishment on various 
grounds. One is, the longest course of sin, and the most extended 
course of depravity, bears no comparison with an eternity of punishment. 
Is it customary in our courts of judicature to proportion a criminal's 
duration of punishment according to the length of time occupied in the 
committal of the crime? Are not individuals sentenced, and justly, 
as we consider, to penal servitude for life for an act of murder that 
perhaps occupied but a few minutes ? The heinousness and consequence 
of sin must be estimated by the dignity and rectitude of the lawgiver. 
Are men competent to form a just estimate of sin ? are they not guilty 
themselves? Then their verdict would of necessity be selfish, biassed, 
and consequently unjust. 

It has been also objected that no God-glorifying end can be answered, 
or good results to creatures produced, if the punishment of the wicked 
is endless. What ! have any of these objectors been lifted to the 
Eternal's own level? or been made a confidant in His secrets, that they 
should essay to exercise judgment in this matter? Has the finite so 
completely comprehended the Infinite as to be in a position to pronounce 
a righteous verdict? We think not. For aught we can discover, the 
eternal punishment of the wicked may be essential to the righteous 
government of the Holy One. Who can search into or tell the effects 
resulting? " He giveth no account of His matters ; " "Secret things 
belong unto God." Where He observes silence it is wrong for us to 
enquire. Such investigation becomes profane inquisitiveness, or pre
sumptuous wickedness. 

It is needful to be borne in mind that the future state of the wicked 
is a course of unrestrained evil, and that continually : all the pent-up 
and restrained forces of evil while upon earth will find full vent then. 
The unpardoned sinner at death, like the devil and His angels, will 
remain the sinner for ever ; ever deepening in guilt, and intensifying in 
hatred against God and His Christ. The entire absence of control to 
keep in check the tendency of the depravity of the heart, endless sinning 
n_mst be necessarily productive of unending woe. In this life they loved 
sm and rolled it under their tongue as a sweet morsel ; there they reap 
.the bitter consequences, "where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched." 

Ungodly men may oppose, and professedly godly men may aid them; 
but they are like the battling waves beating against the immoveable rocks, 
only to recoil upon themselves. "The wicked are like the troubled sea 
casting up mire and dirt." Everlasting punishment is as plainly and 
certainly revealed as the portion of the unsaved, as the eterni~y of life, 
and the perfection of the bliss of the redeemed. Is the happmcss and 
existence of the saints endless ? So the torments of the lost are inter
minable, without mitigation. Do the redeemed join to hymn the praises 
of God and the Lamb for eyer? So, the ungodly shall be "cast into the 
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lake of fire and brimstone, and shall be tormented day and night for ever 
and ever" (Rev. xx. 10). 

If these solemn statements are true, what may we expect to result 
from the setting forth of these solemn facts ? If not too familiar with 
the depravity and deceitfolness of the hmuan hea1-t, we might suppose 
each one would be ready to cry, "What must I do to be saved ? " But, 
no, apart from the sovereign and convincing power of God the Holy 
Ghost, not one of us would propound the solemn question, 

" My soul, how stands the case with thee ? 
For heaven are thy credentials clear ? 

Is J esu'e blood thy only plea? 
Is He thy great Forerunner there? " 

May the Eternal Spirit, by His life-giving power and effectual calling, 
each for ourselves know our election of God the Father, and that we are 
sa,ed by the Lord Christ, and in the Lord with an everlasting salvation. 
Hear the words of Him who spake as never man spake : "He that 
belie,eth on the Son hath everlasting life : and he that beli~veth not 
the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him" 
(John iii. 36). 

THE LATE MR. KERSHAW'S CHURCH. 

[The following note was sent to the " G. S." for insertion in its January issue, 
but refused. We feel bound to print it, in order to shew that neither ourselves nor 
our friends in Rochdale are in error when called "The late John Kershaw's Church." 
Our Christian brother, Mr. Eli Brierly, is too well known, too extensively and 
deservedly respected, to require any note of commendation from us. The late John 
Kershaw was Eli Brierly's own spiritual father in Christ, by the power of the Holy 
Ghost. For many years Eli sat under the ministry of his beloved pastor, John 
Kershaw. No man ever laboured more devotedly for the cause of truth than did our 
friend Eli. His Christianity and moral integrit: no one dares to question. We 
have other communications ; but we give the following as the most ·conclusive 
testimony. Others will follow. Are Christian Churches and laborious ministers to 
be accused, and no defence allowed to appear? If it be come to this pitch, that a 
moneyed monopoly of men are thus to injure their fellows, then the sooner the 
Pope of Rome comes to rule, the better: that crisis would purge out the old 
leaven.-En. E. V.] 

MR. E. BRIERLY TO THE "G. S." 
To Ma. J. GA.Dsnv,-In reply to the remarks on the wrapper of "G. S," for 

December, 1874, respecting the late Mr. Kershaw's Church, your contemporary is 
quite justified in calling us the late Mr. K's Church, for such we call ourselves. It 
is well known at Rochdale that by far the greater mo.jority of the Church-ay, and 
congregation too-were decidedly opposed to the unrighteous/roceedings of a few 
wicked and turbulent spirits, who were resolutely determine upon breaking the 
peace of the Church and driving us away; so that the word "separatists " does not 
belong to us. Again, what think you of a m1m calling himself a minister of truth, 
whose name often appears upon the wrapper of the "G. S."? I say, what think you 
of such an one writing to a settled pastor, to have one of his members brought up. 
before the Church because he came and preached unto us? 

Again, your charging us with having swerved from sound doctrine, we fail to 
perceive. What Mr. Kershaw did at Zoar chapel, London,.applies not unto us: 'tis. 
a field of controversy we intend not to enter. We can truly say, all our ~upplies. 
have preached the glorious Gospel of Christ in doctrine, precept, and p~o.ctlc?, and 
we can bid them God-speed. To conclude, we have been robbed of our mher,tanoe. 
but not by right. BLI B111BRLY, Deacon. 

Rochdale, Dec. 16, 1874. 
[Reply to this will be considered another time.] 
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THERE IS BALM IN GILEAD! 
A THREE-FOLD REVIEW OF RELIGION IN THESE TIMES. 

MR. MESSER'S thrilling sentence, the other evening, on preaching, 
comes forcibly to my mind in commencing this second chapter on 

the nature and mysterious appearances of religion in these times wherein, 
as Dr. Newman says, our generation is fast flying away. 

Mr. Messer said, although a man may have a tongue and talents 
most extraordinary-may attract and please thousands-yet, if he have 
not the special unction. of the Holy Ghost upon his own soul, and 
accompanying his ministry, his preaching can be of no saving use 
whatever. Truly, in the main this must be correct. But this assertion, 
while it is as true as the Bible is true; while it is a statement to which 
hundreds of thousands will assent most heartily; still, it is an assertion 
which gives rise to 

FIVE SEARCHING QUESTIONS 

at the least, if not to many more. I will give only the skeleton of these 
questions here, asking all Spirit-taught, Christian people to ponder and 
to pray over them; and if they will give me their matured thoughts 
thereon, some good may result therefrom; for it is a lamentable con
sideration that men may possess mental, natural, ministerial, educational, 
and acquired gifts and qualifications for preaching what they call the 
Gospel, when they are only deceiving themselves and all who receive 
their teaching as coming from heaven. It makes one think of the old 
American bishop's introduction to his charge, delivered to a young can
didate for the ministry. "Remember, young man," said the venerable 
sire, " the fathers -did hold that very few, if any, ministers be sawd at 
all; therefore, before you go after saving other people's souls, see well to 
it, that thine own soul' is certainly saved : for to save others, while thine 
own soul is lost, is awfully solemn to contemplate ! " 

When we hear, and read, ofhow many-how very many-young men 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon is constantly sending out into the ministry; 
and when we see how here and there, and almost everywhere, Professor 
Rogers.is delivering to these young pastors their "charge;" the question 
often will arise, Does the President duly consider, as in the sight of a 
holy God, what he is doing ? and does the Professor solemnly weigh over 
the charge he is delivering ? If the President and the Professor are 
preparing and planting large numbers of young men -in the ministry, 
who savingly know a Triune God in their own soul's experience, and who 
have the Holy Ghost's anointings in their souls, then are they conferring 
on a certain class of Churches a great boon. But, if without these 
qualifications-whatever others they may possess, or have grafted on to 
them-then, the consequences no finite mind can declare. 

The questions springing up from Mr. Messer's sacred conclusion
that without the unction of the Holy One no man can preach the Gospel 
of Christ to the saving or comforting of immortal souls-are these :-

Firstly,-Have we not multitudes of first-class literary, intellectual, 
~d highly gifted men, whose pulpit ministrations do not harmo~e 
with the heavenly visions of the ancient prophets; do not accord ~th 
the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ· nor do they run parallel with 
the Epistles• of the Apostles who were se~t forth by the Great Master of 
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the house, to blow the trumpet of the Gospel, to gather together, and to 
feed the chosen and redeemed family of the Lord God Almighty? We 
know there are large numbers of this class: they are gentlemen; they 
are scholars; they are orators; their position in the Churches is very 
high; their moral influence great; but they do so mix some parts of 
trnth with error, they so withhold, or deny the essentials of God's truth, 
that we ask, Is it possible the Holy Ghost ever can have been with them? 
And, if not, what ultimately will become of them, and of their ministry, 
amply as they may have been rewarded for it here? Unfaithful 
ministers! when called to give an account of your stewardship, where 
will you stand? These men by no means hinder the progress of Christ's 
kingdom; but they may deceive souls, and disappoint the sheep of Christ; 
wherefore our Lord warns us to take heed who and what we hear, for 
only in the Christ of God, only in the fulness of the everlasting covenant 
can the Balm of Life be found. 

Secondly,-W e ask, Does the Holy Ghost dwell in, and work by, 
men who keep back the essential doctrines of the Gospel; and who pour 
contempt upon the ordinances, or upon some which the Lord Himself 
both observed and commanded? A lady said to us: "Ah! Spurgeon 
has given the Strict Baptists their death-stroke!" We said, Nay,· 
SPURGEON HAS SIMPLY TRODDEN IN THE STEPS OF ROBERT HALL 

AND ANDREW FULLER. 

Robert Hall flung the Church gates open, and set the Lord's table 
outside the Church, instead of keeping it inside; where Jesus Himself 
did fix it; and C. H. Spurgeon follows Robert Hall in that piece of 
human policy; for, to tell us it is a sin to keep any professors from the 
Lord's table, whether baptized or not, is just chiming in with the 
American Mystery, who says, Let every .man believe as he thinks best, and 
worship God as he chooses. And I hold that if there is one doctrine, 
or one ordinance that Christ has commanded us to observe, but which 
men tell us we may slight and ignore, then the whole of the beautiful 
system of the Gospel falls into confusion, then we are all at sea together; 
and verily, sirs, that is just where men are fast drifting the Church. Ere 
long the fast-gathering storm will burst upon our Laodicean Churches: 
and when our Gospel-ship, like another Cospatrick, is out in the deep 
seas ; when, from her hidden bosom, 
THE FIRE OF PERSECUTION SHALL SUDDENLY SPREAD IN EVERY PART, 

who then will be lost, and who will be saved as by fire, our God alone 
can declare. I envy no man, let his greatness: and glory be what they 
may, if he can dare publicly and ministerially to throw contempt upon 
any one attribute, office, work, or word, which belongs to, or comes from, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. While Hall threw the Church doors open, 
Andrew Fuller threw the pulpit doors away, kicked out the front, bat
tered away the sides, plunging into the free-will and duty-faith pond of 
man's responsibility as regards hearing, and receiving and accepting the 
Gospel; and the duty-faith pond has been found to be so full of fish of 
every kiud, that all men are pressing into it: yea, the ministers in this 
large piece of water are so numerous that many can find scarcely any 
fish at all, so that they and their families are half starving. It is a bad 
tiring to make more parsons than God requires, and more than the 
Churches can keep; things must then go bad somewhere; and, taking 
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our Churches as a whole, I have seen them sinking just in proportion 
as those men have died out whom Jesus made and sent; and weak and 
willing imitations have come up in their stead. Nevertheless, there is 
Balm in Gilead, and a good Physician is there, but the question re
maining, is the Holy Ghost with those ministers who keep back any part 
of the price? 

Thirdly,-Have we Scriptural and historical proof that the Holy 
Ghost ever did savingly work among immense masses ; under exciting 
circumstances, and by gathering multitudes of people together ? We 
have no Scriptural pattern of the kind. George Whitefield spoke to 
thousands, and some were smitten; but, American and English Re
viewers have declared that exciting revivals left the Churches worse 
than they found them. I might write pages in proof; but it is not profi
table. Let every man seek his own soul's eternal welfare, seek to know 
there is Balm in Gilead; and a good Physician there. Under this 
question I give my readers the following from "The Gospel Magazine." 
It is 

DR. DounNEY's THOUGHTS ON MoonY AND SANKEY. 
Or if not the Doctor's own originally, he has endorsed and issued 

them. His correspondent says:-
" Messrs Moody and Sankey, the American revivalists, are at present 

in Manchester. They are expected shortly in Liverpool, and from thence 
they go to London. They had good Arminian soil to work on in 
Scotland, and almost carried everything before them. One minister, 
however, has been bold enough to oppose them; and in a pamphlet, 
entitled 'Hyper-Evangelism: Another Gospel through a Mighty Power,' 
has set forth the unscripturalness of their teaching. This minister is 
the Rev. John Kennedy, D.D., of Dingwall; and, taking his stand on 
God's election and the necessity of the Holy Spirit's work, he has com
pletely overthrown every branch of their system. I am informed a 
number of replies have appeared, for great is the Diana of free-will, and 
must not be spoken against. It will not surprise the election of grace 
to see these things, for the same superficial religion, involving similar 
counterfeits, delusions, and deceptions, has been of old time. 

"Mr. Moody calls on all and every one of his large audiences to take 
salvation ere they leave. He assures them God loves them, and that 
believing is the simplest thing in the world. Isaiah, in his day, spake 
of those who kindled a fire and compassed themselves about with sparks 
(Isaiah li. 11), and who shall affirm that such sparks, struck on Nature's 
anvil, are not to be found at such meetings and under such preaching ? 
(Arminian) hills of his day with fair Zion's hill, breaks forth thus: 
'Why leap ye, ye high hills? this is the hill which God desireth to dwell 
in; yea, the Lord will d~ell'in it for ever' (Psalm lxviii. 16). Jesus, 
in the days of His flesh on earth, warned His hearers that a multitude of 
professors should, at the day of judgment, urge that they had cast out 
devils in His ·name, and in His name done many wonderful works. 
Paul warns the Galatians against those who pervert the Gospel of Christ, 
and John informs the elect lady and her children that those who trans
gress and abide not in Christ's doctrine have not God, and that such are 
neither to bereceived by the Church nor bid God-speed. Mr. Huntington 
"!as raised up of God one hundred years ago, and endowed with great in
sight into the character and the principles of free-will in religion. Through 

E 
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the mighty teachings of the Holy Ghost, he saw, as with the eye of an 
eagle, those deceptions of Satan transformed into an angel of light. In 
his wonderful sermon on the foolish virgins, he has clearly traced out 
the work of such men as Moody and Sankey, and aa solemnly depicted 
the end. I have often thought that the late Mr. Irons was also specially 
raised up of God to protest ( during a lifetime) against the delusion of 
' salvation for everybody who will only take it.' The late beloved Mr. 
J. C. Philpot also served his generation, and, from the text in Isaiah 
already quoted, showed forth the beginning, the blaze, and the end of 
such superficial professors of religion; and I do believe, my dear Mr. 
Editor, that Jehovah will never leave England without such witnesses 
for His truth. The child of God wants his heart well searched, and 
manifestations from God that his religion is the fruit of electing and 
redeeming love, and not that of creature efforts. My own soul, through 
God's rich grace, was delivered from this snare several years ago, through 
reading one of dear old Dr. Hawker's sermons." 

~Dr. Doudney also gives the following note:-
" We cut the annexed out of a 'Revival' paper. It is a fair 

specimen of the kind of thing such papers contain-' Another young 
girl told a friend, not long ago, that she had found Jesus.' She was 
asked, 'How did you find Him ? ' and answered, ' He just offered Him
self to me, and I took Him! ' " 

"Now, we would ask any sober-minded reader, what they think of 
such a statement ? We contend that it is little short of blasphemy; 
and we deem it reprehensible in the highest degree for any minister or 
editor to endorse such a testimony. It is as adverse to the teaching of 
Scripture, and as contrary to the experience of all taught savingly by the 
Holy Ghost, as it is possible for any statement whatever to be. We 
shudder at such language.'' . 

With all the eloquence of the angels' tongues in heaven, and with 
all the thunderings of all the Boanergesses on the earth, if we could 
command them, would we cry out unto the millions of men now upon 
the earth, "Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.'' And if men sow the wind of mere 
natural and musical excitement, they will reap the whirlwind of awful 
delusion, as thousands have before them. ' 

Two other questions yet remain; they can only be mentioned in this 
paper. 

Fourthly,-We ask, Is it possible, in these days, when the profession 
of piety, and when "the name to live " assumes such a chameleon character, 
whose tongue, the naturalist says, is half as long as itself, and has the 
power of changing its colour when it pleases; is it possible to decide 
where the unction of the Holy One is, and where it is not? We pause; 
and ask,-

Fifthly,-Is not the Person, the special work, and evident ex
istence of the Holy Gh.ost in the souls of really saved men, almost, if 
not entirely omitted? Look at the facts of the case. Multitudes are 
gathered ; sensational music and singing is performed ; addresses are 
delivered ; appeals are prese:nted ; people are called upon to start up and 
believe in the Lord. If this can be proved to be the work of God for 
calling in His people, with the most profound reverence would we bow 
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down and adore Him, although from us this light is withholden, and to 
us at the present this power is not given. 

Our notes on the Second View must stand over. May the Lord the 
Spirit descend·on our souls, on our ministers, on our Churches, on thou
sands of poor sinners, if it please,..Him. So ip.deed prayeth, 

9, Banbury Road, South Hackney, E.. C. W. B. 
Jan. 15, 1875. 

We have carefully read Mr. Kirtland's paper (in the Baptist) on the 
present exciting revivals under the American visitors. It is a paper 
every Christian will sympathise with. Like Mr. K., we have neither 
seen nor heard the men who are now gathering thousands around them ; 
and no judgment would we dare to give. Mr. Messer assures us, Mr. 
Moody is a thoroughly " high Calvinist," but that in his public work he 
goes forth with one only aim-instrumentally to convince sinners of 
their danger, and point them to the Saviour. Some think he is a kind 
of John the Baptist, " the voice of one crying in the wilderness, saying, 
Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." One sent, in these 
last days, " to prepare the way of the Lord." If this be so, if the power 
of the Spirit is about to descend upon our Churches, or if the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour is near, may we, with 
trimmed lamps, and loins well girt, be watching, waiting, and working 
until our blessed Master comes. 

In the foregoing chapter, reference has been made to the students 
sent forth by C. H. Spurgeon. It is singular that Mr. Spurgeon has 
himself just now publicly spoken of the deficient powers of many of them. 
A journal says :-

_ ... Mr. Spurgeon calls upon wealthy dissenting families to devote their sons to the 
ministry, for he finds that of the young men who go to him as students, some are 
• hopelessly inadaptable,' others • require, as it were, a corkscrew to get out their 
powers,' and ~enerally the material for the ministry is not as good or as plentiful as 
it should be.' 

Travelling through the country, as we have done for near forty years, 
we have often been obliged to hear that some from the College were, 
indeed, "hopelessly inadaptable ; " while here and there one and another 
have, apparent1y, been very successful. But when Mr. Spurgeon "calls 
upon wealthy dissenters to devote their sons to the ministry," he perfectly 
astonishes and grieves us. Can a princely merchant, or a wealthy dis
senter, " devote their sons " to that work which the Almighty Lord God 
has ever jealously holden in His own power? Now and then our Lord 
has called out of a high family one or more of the educated sons of 
men ; but history tells us these intellectual, devoted, and mighty men 
have been few and far between; and they have proved their commission 
.and qualification were from the high court of heaven. 

0 N T H E .B I B L E. 

Hail, Saored Volume of eternal truth! 
Thou staff of ago ! thou guide of wand'ring youth ; 
Thou art the race which all that run shall win, 
Thou the sole shield against the darts of sin; 
Thou givest the weary rest, the poor man wealth, 
Strength to the weak, and to the Lazar health. F. H. 
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MR. BALLARD'S VISIT TO THE DYING CHAMBER 
OF THE LATE WILLIAM JOYNSON, ESQ. 

DEAR BROTHER,-! now give a brief outline of my visit and 
conversation with our beloved brother, William Joynson, of St. 

Mary Cray, Kent. Calling at the noble mansion, I was assured by 
the steward of the house that our interview could not be granted; the 
physician had strictly forbidden any one to see him. I re9.uested that 
my name might be mentioned to him, that he might know I had called; 
this was done, and he replied, "I will see him." I was conducted into 
the chamber of the painful sufferer: I never knew so fully the force of' 
that Scripture, "It shall be given thee in that hour what thou shalt 
say: " for on entering his room "the Word of the Lord was in my heart 
as a burning fire, shut up in my bones, and I was weary with foreboding 
and I could not stay." And as I delivered my short sermon upon the 
So,ereignty of _God the Eternal Spirit, in _r~generatin~ and sanctifying 
the soul, he bid me draw :near for a spmtual embrace; and now the 
fountains in our heads poured forth their waters profusely. Recovering· 
from our prostration, I said, "The Lord has done great things for you." 

Yes. He has. But He has, I think, more for you. He called you 
from the sheep fold, to feed the flock of God, which He purchased with 
His own blood; He has given testimony to His Word as preac;h.ed by 
yon, and richly to enjoy the things of His Spirit; also a united arid 
happy family; and now, as though his heart was breaking, he_ cried, 0 
Absalom, my son, my son, would God I had died for thee! The sweet 
Psalmist of Israel would have been far better able to have stood in my 
position, to pour into his wounds a little of the oil of joy and gladness, as 
he knew well the agonizing grief of a heart so deeply pierced; but there· 
was One present to heal, 

"Who stood to wa.tch a.nd needful gra.ce imps.rt, 
Whose ea.cred fingers touched hie throbbing heart, 
Rea.ling a.t once the a.rrow stricken soul, 
.And sweetly whispering, Jesus ma.kes thee whole."· 

Resuming the conversation, I said the Lord has given you grace, and 
the promise of a glorified house on high. Yes, but I deserve neither: 
therefore as the steward of the Lord's gifts my prayer and desire is that 
I may dispose of His goods as J!iay benefit His people and glorify His 
name: this is the work He has 'appointed for me; while ·you are called 
to a more important work. Do it faithfully! Reserving nothing f 
Preach a full Christ and the everlasting Gospel! Bowing together at 
the throne of grace we felt the _gentleness of the Spirit as the dew of 
the morning; and so I felt it good to be here. 

On parting, he promised to help in the erection of our new chapel, 
and fulfilled the same by giving us one hundred and ten pounds. But 
our brother is gone " to be with Christ, which is far better" than any 
earthly inheritance. On the 6th ?f Dec,_ 187 4, we ,?ould sa:f, "there is a 
prince and a great man fallen this day m Israel; may his mantle fall 
upon some Elisha. . . 

In closing, I may add that about thirty years ago he came mto the 
village a working man. During that time he accwnulated an immense· 
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fortune; and after distributing thousands in the work of the Lord, be
queathed to his heirs £350,000. His remains were placed in the Temple 
where any of his friends might take a farewell glance at his venerable 
face. The funeral took place on the 11 th, at High Wickham, in 
Buckinghamshire, there in the tomb to rest, "until the trumpet's blast 
shall shake the universe and bid the dead arise." 

Beulah Villa, Farnborough, Kent. ISAAC BALLARD. 

AN AGED SAINT FROM RYE LANE, PECKHAM, 
GONE HOME. 

DIED, in her ninetieth year, at Lyndhnrst Road, Peckham, Mrs. 
Hannah Hawkins, for ~ty-three years the wife of Ephraim 

Hawkins, the aged and beloved senior deacon of the Church at Rye 
Lane. Interred at Nunhead Cemetery, Dec. 31st. 

On the evening of the first Lord's day in the new year, Mr. S. K. 
Bland, of_ Beccles (preaching for Mr. Moyle); feelingly spoke of her 
decease. 

To some of our members at Rye Lane she was little known, afflic
tion having prevented her regular attendance at the house of God for 
the last ten ;years. 

She was called by the grace of God in early life. Her first impres
sions were received among the W esleyans. Several years after, she was 
baptized by Dr. Jenkins, and united to the Church at East Lane, on her 
birthday; when twenty-one years old . 

. al).e joined the Church at Rye Lane, with her belove~, husband, in 
A·ugust, 1840, and had therefore been a member of this Church for 
thirty-five years. She was a quiet, humble Christian. 

In her las~ illness she was harassed by the enemy, but her end was 
peace. 

She said," I feel I am in the valley, but an enemy is there." On her 
daughter remarking that the enemy could not stand before the blood, 
she became more calm and happy . 

. On one occasion, when water·was given her, she said," Ah, Jesus is 
the water of life." 
~ . When being lifted higher on the bed, her daughter reminded her how 
they used to sing on Lord's day evening that hymn,-

" Your harps, ye trembling saints, 
Down from the willows take.'' 

She commenced singing the concluding lines of the verse,

" Loud to the praise of Christ the Lord 
Biel every string awake." 

The last words she uttered were, "Unto Him that hath loved ns, 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood." 

Then she lay unconscious, and sweetly fell asleep in Jesus, to await 
the resurrection morning. "Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord." 

G. T. CONGREVE, 
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JESUS CHRIST-THE GRAND CENTRE. 

PAUL speaks of "looking unto Jesus!" I believe true faith hath 
eyes that look most intently off from all unto Jesus. One view 

my soul had the other night was sacred. Had been preaching a little 
about the Son of God. Thomas Adams said, Jesus was the grand 
centre, around Him was the glorious circle, and from Him came the 
directing line, "the same." Look we back to yesterday, Jesus is "the 
same." Look we all round the days of time, " to-day," Jesus is " the 
same." Look we forward to death, judgment, and the eternal ages, 
Jesus will be " the same." 

As the grand centre I saw Him, truly the central Person in the 
Deity. The Father on the one hand appointing the Son of God as 
Head over all things unto the Church; the Holy Ghost on the other 
hand anointing Jesus into all His ofl\ces of Prophet, Priest, and King, 
and our adorable Lord, Jehovah-Jesus, in the centre; "the King in His 
beauty;" the elect One, in whom the Father's soul delighteth, and of 
whom the Holy Ghost saith, "His name shall endure for ever; men 
shall be blessed in Him, and all nations shall call Him blessed!" 

Oh, Christians, this is the manner of His dealing with me. Young 
Diotrephes and his companion had been battering down my soul so 
fearfully we thought we must sink; darkness did set in; hosts of fears 
filled up the spirit. After a while, after sighing, the heavenly whisper 
came, saying, "He will arise and have mercy upon Zion; for the time 
to favour her, yea, the set time is come." This was followed up by 
Paul's words, "Remember them which have the rule over yon, who have 
spoken unto you the Word of God: whose faith follow, considering the 
end of their conversation. Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever!" 

TO THE POPE OF ROM_E. 

First-born of Satan-" man of ain," I If such t.hy "keys," then why remain 
A priest without, but foe within; A pris'ner in Ita.lia's chain? 
Thou, who dost boa.st thee Lord of all, , Why unlock bars to every throne, 
Ea.rth bails with joy thy coming fall. · But canst not now unlock thy own? 
It comes-nor can it long delay, But who now weeps that thou art made 
For thou hast lived out all thy day; A worn-out priest? an empty shade? 
And nations sing-despite thy fears- Who sheds a tear that all thy power 
"' Tis good to see a Pope in tears! " Dwindles with every passing hour? 
Pray, let them flow, for never more 0, Lucifer! thy morning sun 
Wilt thou shut fast a nation's door; Has left thee on thy throne, undone; 
Nor will the weakest fear thy look, For none adorn thy lordly feasts, 
Since thou art conquered by a Book.* i But idle, hunger-~itten priests. 
Are thine the "keys " that closed the way, An unseen hand will hurl th~e down, 
To yonder world of endless day? , Thy pomp, thy pride, a~d triple_ crown; 
And as thy "Jesuit Father's" tell, Then round the earth this song will spread, 
Wide open threw the gates of hell? "THE TllOUBLElt oF THE WORLD-IS DEAD l" 

WILLIA,1 STOKES, 
Manchester, January, 1875. 

• The Bible. 
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T H E J E S U I T S A N D E N G L A N D. 
To 'fHE EDITOR OF THE "EARTHEN VESSEL." 

SIR,-Being fully assured of the thorough Protestantism of the 
"Vessel," and of you, its ever-active Editor, I make bold to ask 

permission for a few thoughts on the present aspect of J esuitical Popery 
as it stalks up and down in this Protestant land of ours ; that, if possible, 
some of your readers may be stirred up to the exercise of mighty prayer, 
that God would be pleased to preserve these favoured islands from the 
deadly embrace of the Mother of Harlots, who is once more intent on 
filling this country with her filthy abominations. She knows that Great 
Britain is the stronghold of Protestantism, and that should Protestantism 
fall in England, it-,would, before long, fall all over the world. 

Mr. Gladstone, in his timely tract on the Vatican Decrees, has 
rendered solid service to the country by his fearless exposure of the 
crafty designs of modern Rome; but in no one part has he uttered a 
more pregnant truth than in the following words (page 5 ), " The Rome 

. of the Middle Ages claimed universal monarchy. The modern Church 
of Rome has abandoned nothing, retracted nothing." If this be so, 
and no well-read man (except a Jesuit) will venture to question it, then 
what follows but that modern Rome simply "bides her time " to do 
whatever she has done in past ages, should the interests of her most 
corrupt Church appear to require it. In a word, she would stick at 
nothing to accomplish her wicked purposes. In a few words allow me 
to point out two or three of those purposes, and your readers may 
easily infer the rest from the small sample that I now supply. 

Archbishop Usher obtained a copy of "The Oath of Secrecy," that 
was framed during the Popedom of Urban VIII., about the year 1636, 
which was taken by the members of the Society of Jesus ( J esnits ), as 
their rule for life. The following diabolical declaration was a part of 
that terrible oath: "I, A. B., now in the presence of Almighty God, the 
blessed Virgin- Mary, St. Michael, &c., &c., do declare from my heart, 
without mental reservation, that by virtue of the keys of binding and 
loosing, given to his holiness by my Saviour Jesus Christ, he bath 
power to depose heretical kings, princes, states, commonwealths and 
governments, all being illegal without his sacred confirmation, and that 
they may safely be destroyed. Therefore "-the oath then proceeds to 
particularize England, Scotland, and Ireland, or wherever else the J esnit 
may be-" and to destroy all their pretended power, regal or otherwise." 
Never, out of perdition itself, was a blacker oath ever taken or conceived 
by fiendish man. 

· Nicolini, whose ample History of the Jesuits should be read by every 
Protestant in the kingdom, remarks in his preface to that valuable work, 
that "liberal institutions and civil and religious freedom have no greater 
enemies than that cunning fraternity;" and the history confirms the 
trtlt~ of that serious charge. As a specimen, take Rule 4, in t_he co~e of 
Cardmal Caraffa, who flourished 1mder Pope Paul III., and ~1d qmte as 
much as Loyola himself in establishinO' that honible tribunal, the 
11;1,quisition. The rule runs thus, "Fiurthly, no ma?- must debase 
himself by shewing toleration towards heretics of any kmd, and, above 
all, to Calvinists." The historian proceeds to shew the dreadful 
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consequences to Italy and other States, of a rigid adherence to that and 
similar rules, imposed by J esuitical cruelty upon an unresisting people, 
and remarks that, " as sacerdotal ferocity then called to its aid the 
might of t,he secular arm, and thus became all-powerful, death assumed 
a new and more terrible aspect. And he who should invent new 
instmments of torture to dislocate the limbs of the victims with the 
most exquisite and excruciating pains possible, would be rewarded I" 
To say that this honible inhumanity was absolutely infernal, is too 
tame, too common-place to represent the black reality. It was nothing 
short of "hell upon earth!" Yet, as Mr. Gladstone affirms, "The 
modern Church of Rome has abandoned nothing, retracted nothing." 
Then what is the plain inference but that the Popish Jesuits will per
petrate the same cruelties aga~n, as soon as ever they possess the power! 

The danger is great, far greater than Baptists and others generally 
imagine. In looking around our national horizon, I can but repeat, and 
with increased emphasis, what I wrote concerning Popery several years 
ago, and say that it moves among all ranks, and adapts itself to all 
possible circumstances. It can be gentle with the timid, argumentative 
with the thinking, persuasive with the yielding, and authoritative with 
all. It prepares eloquence for the pulpit, flowing music for the childish 
multitude, gorgeous sights for the senses, and elaborated falsehoods for 
the press ; it supersedes the Bible by a wicked tr~tion, and makes a 
woman more than God. " The Jesuit," says Nicolini, " is the man 
of circumstances. Despotic in Spain, constitutional in England, 
republican in Paraguay, bigot in Rome, and idolater in India. He will 
accompany the gay woman to the theatre, sit in the tavern with the 
glutton and the sot, and take his place with the religious man at church. 
He dresses in all garbs, knows all customs, is present everywhere, but 
recognised by none." He adds, "Because I thoroughly know them, I 
warn England to beware of all monks, but especially of Jesuits. They are 
inauspicious birds, which cannot but infect with their venomous b.r:!lath 
the pure and free air of Great Britain." . 

Trusting that your numerous readers will not receive in vain this. 
timely warning of approaching danger, but that they will. resist by all 
lawful means, this Man of Sin, this enemy of all righteousness and 
truth, this Father of Lies, with the face of a Jesuit, 

I remain yours faithfully, 
Manchester, January 19th, 1875. WILLIAM STOKES. 

COMING OUT OF THE FIRE. 
MR. EDITOR,-! write to say, through mercy, I am still in the land of the 

living, naturally and spiritually. I have not known for a length of time 
what the Lord was about to do with me, eo I have been very still. I have 
not been able for months past to preach much, for I have been afflicted. I 
have had many invitations but could not leave my home. It has been a great 
trouble to me. We must be tried as by fire, or we shall be of no use to the 
tried Church of God. But in these divine refreehings I have felt in myself 
to be less than nothing and vanity. Through mercy, I am getting stronger; 
so I hope if the Lord will, I shall be enabled to preach the Gospel of Hie 
grace, and to say, "come near all ye that fear God, and I will tell yoµ what 
He hath done for my soul." Dear Mr Banks find space, and oblige 

Yours in Gospel bonds, 
9, Roman road, Colchester, Essex. JOHN HANGER. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

"The Beauties of Christ," in Seven 
Lectures, by the late Richard Luckin. 
Copies can be had of the widow. Can
not the friends of truth give the whole 
surplus stock a.way? Thereby good 
would come. 

Memoir of tke late George Wright, of 
Beccled. We will do our best.-H. Ham
mond has, at length, consented to occupy 
the late Mr. Mortimer's pulpit. Some 
hope more power and liberty may be 
enjoyed. Peter was to feed the sheep 
and the lambs ; others a.re sent out into 
all the world to preach the Gospel. Let 
us be careful not unduly to despise one 
another.-At the rather early age of 47, 
Thos. Blanchard, a preacher, · passed 
home in Dec; last. 

Sword and Trowel for Jan. gives us 
heaps of interesting reading. One Mr. 
Tozer has written the startling idea of 
his own cozey little brain, that "John 
Wesley gave Calvinism its death-blow.'' 
The Editor declares "Calvinism was 
never in better heart than now.'' We 
believe it was never more surrounded 
with enemies of one sort and another. 
Nevertheless, as " Calvinism " is only 
.another name for that Gospel which doth 
unfold and enforce the Gospel of the 
grace of God, it must be more than con
queror over all who woul,d strike it dead. 

A Sermon by Pastor J. S. Anderson, 
on the death of Mr. David Taylor, is 
published by~ Banks. No enlightened 
and truly sanctified Christian will term 
Mr. Anderson "a letter-man " after 
reading this discourse, wherein things 
which differ are set out in words well 
chosen. The several branches of truth 
are concisely defined, and a safe expe
rience of real godliness is faithfully ex
plained. 

Nearer Home! Bless tlu Lord, The 
godly clergyman of Dorchester, Mr. 
Pears, issues a Yariety of little books, 
revealing grand old truths in new and 
current events which come under his own 
notice.-We have conned over some of 
the pages of the cheap, new, pleasing 
~ook, by W. 'Yinters, Esq., bearing the 
Interrogatory title, Who was the Author of 
"Pilgrim's Progress ? " And, finding 
good old John was falsely slandered and 
reproached as "a shabby, unprincipled 
duffer," we felt more than ever reconciled 
to the long, dark spirit of persecution 
which has followed us over forty years; 
ru1d as we rolled ourself up in our loneli
ness, those words came over the soul as 
though an angel whispered them: "It 

is given unto you, in the behalf of Christ, 
not only to believe on His name, but also 
to suffer for His sake." Some of God's 
elect-more than others-are ordained to 
suffering. John Bunyan suffered for 
Jesus' sake. How many have thereby 
been marvellously blest ! Paul's half
satirical rebuke to the Corinthians exactly 
fits our case. He says, "Ye suffer fools 
gladly." When we have seen their 
empty pride ; their purse-proud pro
fession; their bitter enmity against 
sterling truth ; we have suffered them to 
pour out their puny twaddle, feeling glad 
we could feel within a deep-rooted 
fellowship with our Lord in all these 
buffetings. We proclaim most profoundly 
that Paul's words are applicable: "Ye 
suffer, if a man bring you into bondage; 
if a man devour you (yes, quite so); if 
a man take of you ; if a man exalt him
self (how many have we seen do that); 
if a man smite you on the face!" We 
say no more ; only that Mr. Winters' 
book is a condensed jar of long and 
laborious research. F. Davis, of Chapter 
House court, sends it free for five 
stamps. 

Charles Caswell, of Birmingham, has 
issued a tract with this title : Think! 
Is tlu Ileal Presence in the Sacrament a 
Truth? It discloses in simple verse 
that inconceivable wicked dogma which 
priest and people now profess to believe. 
What? 

0 God, &nd His attributes divine, 
Think you-are found in bread and wine? 
The bread and wine your eyes can see
Think you-man me.kes it Deity?" 

Seeing such dark and blasphemous 
delusions as this are presented to, and 
received by, the people, can we wonder 
that other teachings of man's power to 
spring up into union with Christ, and 
fitness for heaven, a.re becoming so 
popular? The men who are emptying 
people's pockets by wholesale, and col
lecting masses of people that they may 
hear and believe things not accompanied 
with salvation, will surely have something 
to answer for another day. 

"The Best Wish,'' by the Editor, in 
Our Own Fireside for Jan., is the power 
we all nted-i.e., "soul prosperity.''
Gospel Truths ; or, Old Paths, f?r ,Tan., 
contains a searching Address : 1t truly 
characterises the means, the men, and 
the ministers who arc causing ruin in our 
Churches. If we had room we would 
give extracts. ltis a clean and spiritu1tlly 
useful monthly.-E. P. Browu, of 11, 
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Percy circus, Pentonville, sends free for 
five halfpenny stamps, his Strictures on 
Churchi.•m, and Commendation of Dissent. 
Dr. Scott says "it is well written.''. It 
proves this young author to be a thorough 
Nonconformist. We heartily wish he 
could, under God, work out a New 
Testament reform in the regions of Non
conformity. Our "fifty years' excur
sion " in these extensive domains will 
shew that "man's a fallen sinner still." 
Not only so, but even where grace is 
acknowledged, and, we hope, possessed
even there "the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace " is exceedingly and 
painfully weak. 

Many other books and letters must 
wait. "\Ve have been so exercised over 
the Speldhurst road chapel affair that 
neither time nor mind sufficient has been 
found for our loved employ of quiet 
meditation; but, in the midst of the dark
ness, the words came kindly inside
" Think it not strange concerning the 
:fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing had happened unto 
you ; " and while two Dios were trying to 
crush us, Watts' lines rolled in :-
" Sweet fields beyond the swelling tlood 

Stb.Ild drest in living green; 
So, to the Jews. old Cana.a.n stood, 

While Jordan rolled between. 
Oh. could we make those doubts remove, 

Those gloomy doubts that rise ! 
And see the Cana.an that we love 

With unbeclouded eyes; 
Could we but climb where Moses stood, 

And view the la.ndecape o'er, 
Not Jordan"s •tree.m, nor death's cold llood, 

Should fright us from the shore." 
Hence, we live in hope. 

The Li,ttle Gleaner for January gives 
us, ae its frontispiece, the most striking 
and intelligent representation of the 
present severe trial of truth we have 
ever seen. " Truth," with all its di vine 
rays of light, is being bidden by a black 
pall, on which is the Virgin Mary, the 
cross, the candles, &c. Two priests--one 
at ea.eh end-are lifting up the black pa.11, 
so as to eclipse the whole revelation of 
truth ; and the question is asked, " Can 
anv one tell whether this eclipse will be 
total or not? '' 

1 he Protestant Di,ssenters' Almana,ck 
and Politi,cal Annual for 1875 ie now 
before us, being the 29th year of ite pub
lica.tion (R. Banke, 5, Racquet court, 
Fleet street). The Prime Minister of the 
Liberation Society, J. Carvell Williams, 
Eeq., is represented in a fine photograph 
full-face likeness. Of course, we have 
not the pleasure of any personal acquaint
ance witb t.his gentleman, but we can 
well believe it to represent the noble 
agent which moves, and keeps in 

perpetual motion that rich, immenae, but 
defiant army of enterprizing Engliab 
commercial princes, who are going in for 
nothing less than the disestablishment 
and disendowment of England's National 
Church. We often wonder when from 
heaven the angel will descend, having 
great power, when the earth ahall be 
lightened with His glory, and when, with 
a mighty atrong voice, He will cry, 
"Babylon, the great, ia fallen, is fallen!" 
For, we believe, Rome and her step
daughter-England's Church-will fall 
together. They are now very rapidly 
becoming amalgamated. There are a few 
godly men in England yet; but, between 
the Thirty-nine Articlea and the any
thingarian doctrines now preached in the 
Church of England pulpits, there is as 
much difference aa can woll exist. 
Diaraeli and Gladstone are both making 
such seizures upon the walls of Rome 
and England as will tend to drive them 
together for a season ; but tbe elementa 
will explode, the tow era will totter, the 
false foundations will give up the ghost ; 
Mr. Mia.11 may then return to his pulpit 
(if he ahould happen to live so long), and 
preach the funeral sermon; Mr. Carvell 
Williams may then shut up hia o:flioes, 
retire to his country ma.nsion, and begin, 
like the patriarchs of old, to be seeking 
after " a city which hath founda.tiona, 
whoae builder and maker is God." The 
Protestant Dissenters' Almanack ia 
everythingtha.t the present race of popular 
Nonconformists could wish for ; at lea.at, 
we think so; but, as we belong to that 
old, much-despised, and ea.at.off se.ct, who 
abide by the stuff, leaving others to 
revel in the musioa.l, sensational·, and 
artificial fa.abions of the times, we shall 
not, by the enlightened people of, this 
superlative a.ge, be considered compe~ent 
to judge. 

PROSPERITY OF THE " SURREY 
TABERNACLE BENEFIT SOCIETY." 

It a.lway was, it alwa.ys must be, well 
with the righteous. As the Surrey Taber
nacle Benefit Society is based upon the 
great principle tha.t no person be a.dmitted 
into its bosom who ha.a not the evidence 
of being a. parta.ker of that gra.ce which 
alone can save the soul-the sovereign, 
undeserved, invincible grace of a Triune
J ehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; 
and, a.a this principle, so fa.r as t.he com
mittee can discern a.nd determine, is most 
firmly adhered to, constituting it a 
thoroughly free-gra.ce associa.tion, united 
to sympathise with, a.nd to support, the 
severa.l members in their season of afilic
tion ; a.s sucli is its base and Christian 
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bond of brotherhood, we marvel not at 
its steady and constantly increasing 
proaperity in every point of view. No 
good, sound-hearted believer in the Goapel 
of the grace of Chriat, has any reason to 
fear that the Society will fail. It ia more 
than thirty years of age; it conaista of 
more than one thouaand believing, pray
ing, and honourable Chriatian men ; its 
invested capital is marching on toward 
the sum of seven thousand pounds ; ita 
executive comprises a company of ap
proved Christian gentlemen ; and in every 
branch, in every feature, carefulness and 
kindness, honour and integrity, wisdom 
and wealth, distinguish it as one of the 
safest and most sul'cessful institutions 
for alleviating the sufferings of godly 
men and their families, when days of 
adversity overtake them. 

If any are tempted to think this an 

over-coloured statement, let them read 
the report just issued by the committee, 
a copy of whioh baa been forwarded to 
us by the Secretary, Robert Banke, 5, 
Racquet court, Fleet atreet ; and from an 
impartial review of that report, aa well 
aa from the knowledge we have of the 
Society in a general point of view, we 
feel perfectly justified in commending it 
to the serious attention of all the h~althy, 
godly young men in the nation. 

For sick and deceased members, during 
1874, the Society has paid £1,144 2s. 6d., 
while its income has been £1,695 10s. ld. 
Fifty-four new members have been added 
during the past year. If every member 
would exert himself a little, there is ,no 
reason why next year should not shew a 
much larger increase than ever. God 
bless the Society more and more. Amen. 

MR. THOMAS STRINGER'S ANNUAL POETICAL ADDRESS TO MR. AND 
MISS F~COURT. 

DEAR FRIENDS, a.nother fleeting year 
Is fled and gone. We still are here. 
Why a.re we spa.red 80 long below, 
And see 80 many daily go ? 

Sure we have ea.use with one accord 
To spea.k the praises of the Lord, 
With providentie.1 mercies bleat, 
And ta.ught by faith on Christ to rest. 

I hope, in body, both are well, 
Thy souls quite heallhy too; 
So shall you du.ily have to tell, 
What Christ hu.th done for you. 

Down to old age thy God bath proved 
A fa.ithful Friend to thee ; 
On Him rely, till thou"rt removed, 
With Him in bliss to be. 
Thy time on earth will soon be up 1 

Thy days fly fast away! 
On Christ alone rely and hope, 
For everlasting day. 
Mu.y Jesus· love and grace 
Enrich thee more and more, 
Till you behold Hie lovely f&oe 
On Canaan 'e blissful shore. 

This world's a cheat at best, 
No lasting treasure here ; 
In Christ we ho.Ye a solid rest, 
And all our tree.Bures there. 
And o.s you onward press 
To m&nflions past the elty, 
Of e1>1·thly things think Iese and lees, 
Affections set on high. 

Hoary heads and wrinkled faces 
Both unite the tale to tell, 
That we 1:1oon shall quit our places, 
Ancl on ea1·th no longer c\well. 

Human faculties declining, 
Also join the same to say i 
FeebloneHs and weakness twining 
Round this trembling house of clay. 

Tie by Ood'A abounding grace, 
We still run the ChriHtia.u race; 1 

Holly Cottage, 100 Oold Ht>rbour Lane, Cawberwell. 

Through conflicting scenes below; 
Still from strength to strength we go. 

In this world we daily find 
Things to tee.se a.nd vex the mind; 
Every way we tum our eyes, 
Scenes of deep distress arise. 

We 1, better world desire. 
Onward, upward we a.spire, 
To a land of life and love, 
Waiting for the saints above. 
Through the Saviour's mewa.tion, 
Peace and pardon we enjoy; 
He for us bath wrought salvation, 
And did a.II our foes destroy. 

Hie high praises 
Sha.II our hearts and tongues emplo:r 
Now n.t peace with God for ever, 
In His ce,re we live and die i 
We aha.II shortly pass the river, 
To the blissful realms on hlgh; 

Glorious mansions 
Wait for saints beyond the sky. 
No dollbt you feel yollr strength decline, 
Which brings the message, short is time.~ 
It bids you wait, and wa.tch1 e.nd pray, 
E:,:pecting soon thy dying day. 

Yes, death will come by tJ:,:ed decree, 
And quickly call for yoll and me; 
He takes no bribe, makes no delay, 
But levels low this house of clay. 

Throughout the year just pass'd a.wo.y, 
Millions have fell to Him a prey; 

· This year the funeral list will swell. 
And millions wore bid earth fo.rewell. 

May grace our souls prepare 
For glory's blittsful plain~; 
To live with Christ our Snviour there, 
Where peace u.nd plea.sure reigns. 
And now, deo.r friends, adieu, 
And should we meet no more, 
We'll keep that better la.nd in view, 
'l'hn.t bright ccfo~tial shore-. 

T. STRINGMK. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
HISTORY OF THE CHURCH UNDER THE MINISTRY OF 

MR. HENRY HANKS. 

" Warlike Woolwicb" is a town of terrible 
renown; but as we are for peace, we have 
never known much of it, or of its people. 
Many years since we dined with John Cox, 
when he was in bis prime, and bis Millenarian 
works \\•ere popular. In old Enon pulpit we 
delivered one sermon. Of Henry Hanks's 
fame, and of the many favours bestowed on 
him, we have beard much. We always 
thought him to be one of those disciples 
whom Jesus loved. The following review of 
bis twenty years in Woolwicb fully prove the 
sunshine of prosperity has beautifully poured 
-on him its choicest mercies. May be long 
continue to feed bis flocks in Carmel; and 
when his evening-time &ball come, may the 
glory of God and of the Lamb fill his soul, 
and carry him home t.o his blest reward. 
Amen.-ED. 

MR. EDITOR,-J enclose you account of 
a very, very happy meeting holden at Carmel 
chapel, Woolwich, to congratulate the vener
able pastor, Mr. H. Hanks, on his twenty 
years ministry in that town. At six p.m. 
nearly 200 sat down to tea. Public meeting 
-commenced by pastor giving out," Kindred 
in Christ for His dear sake," &c. Mr. 
Melbome invoked the divine blessing. Mr. 
Hanks then shewed the leadings of God's 
providence with him in bringing him to 
Wool wich ; telling the friends, in a feeling 
manner, how that event was brought about; 
how the Lord blessed his first and second 
visits in the old chapel; and of the conviction 
-of his mind that the Lord had brought him 
here for a purpose; which conviction had 
never left him. It bad not only supported 
him under all the trials of the past, but it 
was with him as strong as ever to the present 
-day· he was still here for a purpose. "In
d~," he added, "that conviction has been 
ns an anchor to my soul amidst many a 
surinog sea, and a stay and a solace in my 
deepest distress." 

Mr. Hanks then called upon his senior 
deacon to read a statement to the friends 
assembled, which was cheering to both 
pastor and people, and was in substance as 
follows:-

" My dear brethren, sisters, and friends,
Seeino- the time has come to congratulate 
our pastor on an occasion which in the 
pre.en t day is rather ra!'e-nan'lely, that he 
has been with a people in one town fol' 
twenty years-it has been thought well that 
I should gather up a Jew of the statistics of 
this Church and people in order to lay them 
before this meetmg. This I have done to 
the best of wy ability. They are as follows : 

On the 13th day of Januaryd 1850, twenty
two persons met together an were acknow
ledged as a Church formed on New Covenant 
principles, and of that twenty-two five 
remain in membership with UA at the present 
time. From memoranda I have by me I 
find that from that date t.o the 4th of 
December, 1854 (the date at which our 
pastor's labours commenced in Woolwicb), 
forty-seven were added t.o the Church, 
making a total of sixty-nine in fellowship 
when our brother Hanks commenced hJS 
labours in that venerable spot, Old Carmel. 
Soon after his settlement the lease of that 
building expired; the Lord had so abundantly 
blessed his labours in this town that the 
place became too strait for the Church and 
conitregation then drawn together to hear 
the Gospel from those lips of his; and such 
I found the state of affall'8 on my retum t.o 
England in 1855. 8o crowded was the old 
building that the officers of the Church had 
not a seat t.o let until they put up a little 
box under the stairs, where, among others1 
I had my soul refreshed and could 
say truly the Lo1·d was in that place. It 
was there I was enabled to tell of the goodnesa 
of our God, and was allowed to cast in my 
lot among this people. From my memoranda 
I find that between the 4th day of December, 
1854, and our removal to this building on the 
1st day of January, 1857, a period of about 
two years, the Lorcl had so blessed the labours 
of our pastor that seventy-five poor sinners 
were led t.o unite with those already gathered. 
Now, as our Lord is jealous of nothing more 
than He is of His own glory, and will either 
remove it or withhold it wherever it is 
denied, we will not give the glory of the 
raising this house ( as I believe was on one 
occasion done) to the Crimean war ( no ! ) , 
but to the blessing of our God upon His own 
Word faithfully Jlreached by our pastor. 
The Lord did not leave him when we came 
to this our New Carmel : for there are those 
present who can bear testimony that His 
presence came with us indeed and of a truth. 
The next epoch I am led to notice in this 
Church's history is from our entering this 
place up to January, 1861, during which 
period the ministration of the Word was so 
blessed that seventy-nine more were adc).ad to 
the Church. Up to this period we had .our 
bright and sunny side; but now the i:louds 
began to lower : the dark side shewed it2'!lli : 
some of us well remember it. The enemy 
was permitted to cause division and strife in 
our midst; cruel things were said and dqne; 
a number left and commenced another cause 
in an adjoining parish. From that time 
until that ever memorable day in this 
Church's bisto1·y, the 29th day of J nnunry, 
1863, the Lord seemetl, as it were, to have 
partially closed His hand; and but little 
blessing came down upon His Word. But 
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on that day the cllmax came, and the enemy, 
through pride ond contention, was again 
permitted to divide the flock, and some of us 
went out from that meeting like wanderers: 
for the sake of peoce we had to seek other 
quarters in this town, where I think we had 
evident proof that the Lord was with us, for 
the fll'llt evening our pastor opened his 
mouth in the Temperance Hall be was led to 
speak from those precious words-' And 
made interceBBion for transgressors.' The 
Lord owned his labour by meeting with, 
and. convincing, one poor sinner, who has 
ever since walked in honourable membership 
with us. Then his labours at the Albert 
Rooms, and the hallowed seasons enjoyed 
by those who worshipped there with him, 
will not easily be forgotten. We took 
possession of that place, sixty-nine strong in 
membership, and during the period between 
our leaving this building in January, 186.'3, 
and our return to it in May, 1871, the 
Lord so blessed his instrumentality, and 
made plain His approval of the action 
taken by this people, that fifty-one were 
added by baptism and forty-seven by pro
fession from other Churches, making a total 
addition, while at the Albert Rooms, of 
ninety-eight. This brings me down to the 
time of our return to our home in this 
place, which wos raised, through the 
blessing of God on our pastor's labours, for 
him to tell the pleasing story in1 and which 
(as our lamented brother Wells said in his 
sermon on the day of the opening) "will 
stand 88 a monument of his usefulness when 
the clods of the valley have covered him ! " 
And here we can with wonder and amazement 
say,' What hath God wrought?' and we as 
a Church and people desire to give Him all 
the glory, for to Him it all belongs. Since 
we have returned up to last Sunday, the 
6th inst., the 1.o;:;J has been mindful of us in 
a very gracious way, and the statements we 
have listened to shew plainly our pastor has 
not been left without encouragement; for 
on looking over our Church books I find 
that twenty-five have been added by baptism, 
and thirty-four by profession from other 
Churches; making a total of fifty-nine. 
Thus, my dear pastor, God has wrought by 
you, on behalt of the Church in Woolwich; 
plainly shewing that the cloud moved with 
us to the Albert Rooms, and returnerl with 
us to Carmel. I would say, in conclusion, 
speaking only of the time it has been my 
privilege to keep the records of this Church, 
on our departure from this place to that ever, 
memorable and hallowed spot, the Albert 
Rooms (where, as I before stated, we went 
sixty-nine strong), since that to the present 
day the Lord hos added to our number 157, 
which makes a total of 226. Of this 226 
twenty-seven have been called to join the 
Church in heaven; twenty-three have re
moved in providence to other Churches on 
earth ; fifteen have left us for foreign parts, 
and through other causes, leaving us in 
membership at the present time, 161; and 
we can say we are a happy, pcacelul, and, we 
tru■t, a grateful people, who still from time 
to time hang on tlie sound of the Gospel 

notes sent forth by our beloved pastor, whom 
we pray God to preserve to us, if it be His 
will, for years to come." 

" Come we that love the Lord,'' &c., wu 
sung. 

Mr. Bennett said a few words in a manly, 
open, candid, straight-forward, solemn, 
Christian manner. 

The friends then sang, 
"God moves In a mysterious way, 

His wonders to perform." 
Brother Lodge gave comfortable, consoling 

and cheering words to minister and frien<fs 
assembled. 

Brother Steed shewed how, while be was 
labouring as a City missionary at Bermondsey, 
he heard brother Hanks preach for the first 
time at Trinity chapel, in the Borough; and 
the savour of that sermon had not left him. 

We then sang, 
" For ever with the Lord, 

Amen, so let it be." 
Brother Hanks closing with the Benediction 
one of the most happy, joyful seasons that 
one can be permitted to enjoy on earth. 

DANIEL. 

WADHURST.-The letter of Mr. 
Hamblin has had our attention. When a 
man can find no home under such ministers 
as Thomas Edwards, Jones, Webb, Winslow, 
and others we might name, we conclude his 
experience is so deep that none of them can 
fathom it; or he is so much exercised with 
desires to preach himself, that no ordinary 
minister ~ould ever satisfy him. We have 
known many such men in our time. Of 
their end we say nothing now. But when 
such brands are really plucked out of the 
fire; when they are truly delivered from a 
death in sin, from a darkness under the law, 
from the guilt and misery of a wicked con
science; when the glories and mercies of the 
Son of (,iod, Saviour of all who are, by th" 
Holy Gliost, led to the fountain and fulness of 
Immanuel-then, we believe, as Watts has 
said, 
· "The more Thy glories strike our eye, 

The humbler we shall lie."' 
Mr. Hamblin may be one of the most highly 
favoured saints on earth, for aught we know; 
but his judgment respecting baptism will be 
considered another day (n. v.). :Meanwhile, 
we would advise H. A. S. to be caretul. 
Every kind of delusion is now rampant in 
men. 

NORWICH.-Jan. 7, 1875, Mr. John 
Bitton Kerrison, in his 85th year, fell asleep 
in Jesus after a long affliction borne with 
calm resignation, constantly asking the Lord 
to take him to Himself. He was a lover of 
Jesus, .of His people, and His cause. Was 
many years .a member at Orford bill; then 
came to Yarmouth · was a constant hearer 
and a ,liberal supp~rter at Salem, Albion 
road; gave a 11:ooJ do;"a_tion to New York 
road.Baptist chapel buildmg fund. He was 
buried ·at the Rosery, Norwich. Mr. Jos. 
Field performed funeral service. 
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THE LATE VENERABLE: JOHN 
BURGESS.: 

On the 29th day of Dooember last the 
immortal spirit of Mr. John Burgess entered 
the portals ot eternal rest.in peace. 
"Dear, beauteous death, the Jewel of the Just, 

Shining nowhere but In the dark ; 
What myste11es do lie beyond thy dust, 

Could man outlook that mark?" 
This venerable sire first saw the light of 

day at Winchester, on February 14, 1784, 
and in that ancient city be received his early 
education, and probably his first spiritual 
instruction, which ripened as years grew on. 
His parents in due course put him to the 
silk weaving trade, in which art he 
eventually became very proficient. About 
the year 1812, young master Burgess left 
his parental borne once and for ever, and, 
under the direction of divine providence, 
steered his way to the great metropolis and 
from thence to Waltham Abbey. Being a 
skilful artisan he was soon engaged as a 
foreman in the silk factory at Sewardstone, 
in which calling be remained upwards of 
forty years, and for over balf-a-centur,v was 
a constant bearer of the truth, as preached 
in the Strict Communion Baptist chapel, 
Waltham Abbey, by a variety of godly men, 
such as Messrs. Combs, Stevens, Norris, 
Searle, Bissett, Weston, Matthews, Whit
taker, Box, Ponsford, Ware, Bath Williams, 
Dorey, Rowe, Mote, Osborne, Comforts, 
Best, Bidder, Collis, and many others. 

Our departed brother sat beneath the 
sound of the Gospel for twenty-five years 
before be could feel courage enough to offer 
himself a candidate for baptism; but the 
Lord broke the snare through a sermon 
preached by Mr. Francis Collins, who 
baptised him on Lord's-day morning, June 
23, 1850, and from that time to the day of 
his death be was a firm adherent to the 
grand fundamental truths of the Gospel. 
For many years be held the sacred office of 
deacon which office he magnified by his 
matu1·e' judgment and godly life. 

In the year 1868heremoved from Waltham 
Abbey with bis niece, who was also a mem
ber of the same Church, to Southsea, Ports
mouth where he fell asleep in Jesus, in the 
01st y;ar of bis age. 
Rest In recumbent state ; oh I rest In peace, 
Venerable sire! That noble form of thine, 
Surcharged with "very age "-once bore the 

Of ;';,~";,"c'!1nce and pride of years,-has pass'd 
The threshold of mortality. How frail 
Is man! l~ The silver cord ls loosed," that bound 
Up all contingencies of life, and gave 
The disembodied tenant wings to soar, 
Through aerial worlds, to that bright goal, 
Where light Ineffable, and sounds sublime, 
Burst on the passions of the W~lw~~~~is. 

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey. 

POPLAR.-Died, Nov. 27, 1874, Mr. 
Daniel Friend, aged 79. When about 30 
years of age be was called to a knowledge of 
the truth and became strongly attached to 
the tree-grace doctrines. of the ~osp~I, in the 
love of which he contwued till hu; death. 

For 50 years he was a consistent member of 
the Church of Christ, part of which time be 
usefully served the office of deacon at the 
Cave, Stepney, under the late Mr. Allen'• 
ministry, ani:I latterly at Bethel chape~ 
Pdplar, where he was greatly belovea. 
During his seven days' illness he manifested 
the spirit and power o( the Gospel, and with 
holy courage anticipated bis d1smieeal with 
joy, being satisfied he should awake in his 
Lord's likeness. After taking an affectionate 
leave of his children, and committing them 
to the care of his dear Lord, he fell asleep, 
repeating, 

-" Safety on earth, 
And after death the plenitude of heaven." 

THOMAS DAVIES. 

PECKHAM.-New Year's service for the 
young at Rye lane, Peckham. On Lord's
day afternoon, Jan. 3, the annual service 
was held. The school connected with Rye 
lane entirely filled the centre of the chapel 
and gallery, and visitors filled every other 
available space. Four hundred scholars 
were present. The service, which occupied 
an hour and a half,. was conducted by the 
superintendent, Mr. G. T. Congreve, and 
consisted of four brief prayers from special 
objects, singing at intervals, accompanied 
by the large harmonium, and two addresses. 
Mr. S. K. Bland delivered an excellent 
address to the senior scholars. Mr. Congreve 
afterwards addressed the whole school upon 
emblems of the children of Christ-" little 
candles " " little jewels," " little flowers." 
The scbolars and visitors were much in
terested in the service throughout. At the 
close every scholar received a present of a 
hook from the superintendent, and another 
gift from our excellent friend, Mr. Creasey. 

HERTFORD. - DEAR BROTHER, -
Years ago you noticed the painful fact of 
my poor son being missing. Will you now 
inform your readers that, after eight years' 
absence and silence, we have received in
telligence from him. He, through a sudden 
impulse, took to the sea, and ultimately 
enlisted in the army. He is now, and bas 
been for five years and a-half, a private in 
the 10th Royal Hussars, at Muttra, Bengal, 
East Indies. He writes with great affection 
and/enitence, and expresseg the misery of 
min he has passed through on account of 
the pain be bas inflicted unon us. He 
appears to be well in heal tb, tliougb he hos 
suffered from fever and other complaints 
incidental to the climate. Thank God, he is 
alive ! " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul." If a 
kind providence permits, we hope to meet 
again. What myself and his poor mother 
experienced when we received the com
munication, in his own hand-writing, words 
cannot express. Many prayers have been 
put up on hiY behalf, and thus far they have 
been answered. 0 magnify the Lord with 
me and let us exalt His name together.-Yours 
sincerely, RonT. BOWLES. 

Ebenezer Cottage, He1•tford, 
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MAIDSTONE-December lo, 1874. In guineas was presented to the pa1tor, being 
recent journeys Into different parts of Kent1 the result of a/rivate subscription among 
we tarried for a season in the fine ola tbe Church an congregation, which was 
county town of Maidstone, · whose first very feelingly and a:ffectionately responded 
building for worahip was erected over 500 to, followed by an address from Mr. Varder 
years since. In Wilkie's Appendix, all who considered the whole very creditably 
clll!ISes of 11rofe99ing Christian are described rendered, and the pleasure he had experienced 
but the "Pudding lane Calvinists;" they, along with those present in listening to this 
to some extent," dwell alone," and are not I very interesting and instmctive service, and 
reckoned among the nations; although in concluded with the hope that even the 
their large room they have a goodly I youngest might carry away with them the 
assembly of excellent people who prefer a ! lessons conveyed. 
variety of speakers to a settled pasror. Of; 
course, in a population of near 30,000 souls, i BRIXTON TABERN ACLE.-A special 
we expect in these Gospel times to find some I series of services were holden in Mr. Chas; 
few richly-experienced folks who cannot · Cornwell's tabernacle in Russell street, Brix
conform to National Church of Englandism 'ton road, Jan. 19. Mr. G. Webb gave us a 
-who will not follow the "advanced " order sermon on the glory of Christ, full of cheer
of teaching pursued by Mr. Dabney-for, ful truth, warm and welcome. We had tea 
when ministers take to changing carriages in our new schoolroom. Our pastor Cornwell 
on the theological line, careful people fear ' presided in the evening and delivered a manly 
that they may get off the line altogether. ' speech on Sunday schools. Brother Sack 
Old Daniel Crambrook's pulpit is supplied ' made us weep over the scene of his son's 
by one "young" man-rather too young I death, wherein was seen, in his dying testi
for most Maidstone people-but in the Moat i mony, the blessed seed• of early teaching 
road, " Providence " chapel has for its pastor bearing precious ti-uit. R. A. Lawrence 
the Ven. Jos. Lingley, who has lately i gave us a sermon on" Ye are of God, little 
been so ill, that he was obliged to send for: children." Mr. Ward, who is about settling 
J. C. Johnson, Esq., of Cliffe, and Mr. 'at Carmel, came with a wise exposition on 
Shepherd, of Gravesend, to supply his '1 "The f.eople had a mind to work." It suited 
pulpit. The late Alderman of Gateshead us wel. You know, Mr. Editor, with such 
gave them a fine discourse from Colossians. I diligent and devoted workers as friend Stim
We. trust Mr. Lingley will speedily be son, his sister, and some others, we have 
restoreit. The Strict Baptists in Maidstone nothing to fear. H. Myerson fetched up the 
have increased a little. hearts of the people; they received him 

· ~ladly. C. W. Banks was terrible in sbow-
W A L T H AM ST O W .-Strict Baptist mg forth the fallacy of all teaching where 

Church. These friends meet for worship at Bible truth was not the foundation. Friend 
present in the room in the rear of the Public Styles, one of the Livingstone road ministers, 
Hall. It is now twelve months since we gave the closing testimony in favour of 
first commenced in this place. We can say schools. All things considered he must 
surely the Lord bath done great thin!l's for speak well of them, even of the behaviour 
us. Special services have been held ID the of the Board. Mr. Cornwell has now a 
large hall, and sermons preached by Mr. J. beautiful tabernacle. We pray the Lord's 
Hazelton, Stringer, Bowles, &c. The ex- presence and blessing may ever be there. 
penses of the room being so great, and not 
being able to have it for week-nightservices, THE LATE MR. G. LAMBOURN.
we are de.•irous of raising a little chapel. Died Dec. 12, 1874, G. Lambourn, aged 66, 
Several friends have kindly promised dona- for more than forty year. a member of a 
tions. A social tea meetmg will be held Strict Baptist Church at Reading, and for 
some time in January (not yet decided). By some years a deacon at Kingston, where he 
that time we hope to raise sufficient money was greatly esteemed. Coming to London, 
to purchase a piece of ground. We earnestly he heard the late Mr. J. Wells with great 
hope that friends will come forward and aid profit; was a member of the Surrey Taber
us, and all the praise shall resound to the nacle fifteen years. Can truly say he was a 
name of Jesus. Donations will be thank- lover of the house of God, and never absent 
fully received by any of the members, or by whenever his long affliction would permit 
the secretary, Mr. E. Smith, Beulah road, him to attend. His affectionate family will 
Walthamstow; Mr. Lancaster, 27, Rocking- never forget his dying testimony to the 
ham street, Newington causeway; Mr. W. faithfulness of bis covenant God. He said, 
M. Haydon, 80, Foothill road, Holloway. "I have known Him forty-nine years, and 

He will never fail me : there is an inheri
tance prepared for me, a glorious rest and a 
welcome to it." Mr. Boulden visited him; 
expressed himself greatly refreshed. Mr. 
Rundell spoke at the grave at Nunhead on 
Dec. 18. Both of them are deacons at the 

SOUTH CHARD, Jan. ll. - A good 
number partook of tea and the chapel was 
well filled in the evening. After singing 
and prayer, with a short address ti-om Mr. 
Shepherd introducing the subject of the 
evening, the children connected with the 
Sunday school gave some very interesting 
recitations on scriptural subjects which they 
had committed to memory, mterspersed with 
suitable hymns: and a testimonial of ten 

Surrey Tabernacle. H. LAMBOURN. 

WANDSWORTH, W ATERSIDE.-The 
teaclters, children, and friends of the Par
ticular Baptist chapel, North street, were 
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highly entertained recentli by a lecture and 
di.•solving views, illustrauve of t'ie Exodus 
of the children of Israel. The lecturer, Mr. 
James Brittain, late pastor of Dacre park 
chapel, Blackheath, kept up a spirit of 
pleasiag ex<iitement, blending instruetion 
with entertainment, and exhortation to the 
teachers, the children, also the aged pilgrims 
journeying homeward to the f.romised 1and. 
We understand Mr. Brittain s lectures arc 
exceedingly useful. 

ILLNESS OF MR. MOYLE. 
To THE EDITOR OP THE "EARTHEN 

VEsSEL."-Dear Sir,-1 deeply regret to 
inform you that our beloved and venerable 
pastor, Mr. George Moyle, has beensuftering 
from very severe illness-a complication of 
rheumati~ irout and bronchitis, which has 
brought him very low. If the prayers of a 
loving people, in whose affections he has 
lived for nearly twenty-seven years, are in 
harmony with the will of the Lord, we 
know that he will be raised up again; but 
this we must leave in the hands of Infinite 
Wisdom. 

The pulpit has been supplied by Mr. 
Higham (late of Camden Town), Mr. C. 
Box, sen., Mr. S. K. Bland, of Beccles, 
and Mr. Bennett (late of Pimlico). We 
expect Mr. Usher, of Redhill, and Mr. Jas. 
Clark, of Chatteris, the remaining Lord's
days in this month, and Mr. Bland and Mr. 
Clark again the two first Lord's-days in 
February. 

Mr. S. K. Bland administered the ordi
nance Jan 3, also took part in the New Year's 
service for the young in the afternoon. 

Yours with Christian regards, 
G. T. CONGREVE. 

Peckham, Jan. 15, 1875. 

WILL ING HA M.-The old Baptist 
Church, under the ministry of our brother 
Geo. Holland. has been favoured to receive 
additions during the past year ; nine have 
been baptized, and the cloud of mercy has 
covered the people. We are not surprised at 
the wbQlesale reception of worldlings into 
general and open communities, but we are 
amazed to find any professed Strict Baptist 
ministers glorying in their apostacy. To us 
the most fearful sight on earth is to witness 
a minister, who has been eating the bread 
of Strict Baptist Churches nearly all his life, 
gradually turn round, practically denying 
all his previous ministry, and then exulting 
in bis sbame. This is even worse than 
Judas. 

A WORD TO MY FRIENDS C. W. 

with not a " Thus saith the Lord" fbr one 
word : only a piece of faucied imagination 
in my friend Pnng"s brains. Do, delll" sir, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest befbre 
sending pieces forth in the "Vessel." 

Now, my dear friend Pung, when you 
have a few minutes to spare from your pas
toral labours, do send us a little of the dom~ 
of a precious Christi of the work of grace ID 
a poor sinner's sou -how it begins and is 
carried on by God the Holy Ghost till carried 
safe home on the arms of everlasting love, 

"With God eternally sbnt in." 
As to your views of " Degrees in Glory " I 
believe in my very soul with what old :fobn 
Berridge says, 
" Oh, Lor~, with tardy steps I creep, 

And sometimes sing and sometimes weep ; 
Yet strip me of this house of clay, 
And I wlll sing as loud as they.'' 

That is it, sir. Done, then, with all sin, all 
sorrow, all trial, enjoying God's fulness. 
What can we have more ? As Joseph Irons 
says, 

" Without a Jarring note they sing 
Salvation to our God and King.'' 

J't'!'ay we be there. So prays 
New Cross. JOSIAH CRUTCHER 
rwhen the rod is dipped in honey, like 

thJS, it does us good.] 

ROCHDALE. - Our annual meeting, 
connected with Baptist Church and schools 
in Public Hall, was on Tuesday Jan. 12, 
1875. Mr. W. Crowther preached from that 
scripture, "My people shall know My 
name." A good time. About 500 had tea. 
In the evening at public meeting 700 people 
assembled; Mr. Crowther gave a seasonable 
address ; Alderman Tatham presided. The 
scholars gave recitations, 11.nd the choir 
several pieces of sacred music. 

EAST ROAD.-Mr. Walter James says 
he l1eld bis prayer meeting, Friday, January 
8; seven engaged in prayer. C. W. Banks. 
gave an addre•~- Friends gave a trifle, as 
announced in " Vet:Sel: " it was 4s. Brother 
Walter James freely gave it to chapel at 
Speldhurst road building fund. 

MA YFORD, near WOKING. - New 
Year's services and a tea meetiug were held 
Jan. 18. Mr. Hetherington p1·eached in 
af~ernoon, insti·uctive and soul-encouraging. 
After tea, kindly prepared by our bl'other 
and sister Cobbett, Mr. Kern preached a God
glorifying and Christ-exalting sermon. The 
friends were cbeel'ed still to press forward 
saying, " Hitherto the Lord bath helped us.'1 

E. P. BROWN. 
BANKS AND GEO. PUNG. 

I should think editol's read and, I should PIMLJCO.-Carmelcbapel. ThisChnrch 
bope, pray over every pie!l'l before insertion. bas chosen our brother W. Ward as their 
Fil'st, that they may not •f•crt any e~TOI' to pastor, which he has accepted. N otico of 
di&tress or wound the feelm11:s of Gods dear recognition services are given on ,VESSEL 
children. secondly, that all inserted shall be Cover. Pastor,denconsandChurch, with sister 
for the 11:iory of God and for the comfort and Churches, pray that Carmel may yet be the 
instruction of the family. If so, where were birthplace and resting-pince of very man)" 
your eyes when you inserted that 11iece of oftbe Lm·d's own chosen, redeemed and calleil 
friend Pung's on "Degrees in Glory?" ones; "and when ye see this your heartsball 
What a piece ol light, fanciful nonsense, I rejoice," &c. (haiah !xvi. 14). 
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"ARE WE PREPARED TO DIE?" 
A MEMOIR 

•Op THE LATE MR. SAMUEL INCE, 
Of Montague House, London; 

,For nearly 42 years a member, and upwards of 
20 years a deacon of the Ohurch in lA,ttl• 
Alie Street. 
Our beloved brother Saml. I nee was born in 

the year 1800, in the town of Clare, in the 
,county of Suffolk. His father, though poor, 
was a pious man, and attended the ministry of 
·the justly-revered Mr. Thomas Roddy, who 
was for many years them uch-loved and useful 
pastor of the Baptist Church in that town. 

Under him our brother was accustomed to 
bear the Gospel from his earliest age, though,. 
like many under similar circumstances, for a 
long time without any permanent effects, 
till it pleased the Lord (who has a sovereign 
right to do as it pleaseth Him) to remove 
bis father by death, at whose funeral the 
eldest brother stood at the head of his father's 
coffin and addressed the family upon the 
solemnity of death, saying," You.see death 
bas entered our family and carried off our 
dear father, and soon he will visit each ofus; 
which may be the next we ku.ow not; but it 
becomes us seriously to enquire 'Are we 
prepared to die? "' with many more such 
1olemn and suitable observations. 

That address appears to have fastened upon 
his heart as a " nail in a sure place ; " and 
though (as far as we can gather) he for a 
time went on sinning and repenting, yet he 
never felt hfppy in the ser\'ice of sin from 
that time. But the direct means of bis 
being brought to the cross of Christ is not 
known ; yet this we know, be always spoke 
,of the person and ministry of Mr. Hoddy 
with the most profound respect and the 
·warmest affection. 

In the year 1828 he came up to London, 
and for some time attended the ministry of 
Mr. Franklin, at Red Cross street, and 

-occasionally that of Jl,lr. Shenston, at Little 
Alie street; and in the early part of the 
year 1832 we find he had, together with bis 
fll'St wife, rei:l'ular sitting. at the last-named 
-place, and from which time-till through 
affliction with which he was visited in his 
.latter ;years-he was seldom absent. In the 
following year, February 28, be, with bis 
beloved wile nnd three others1 were haptized 

,(he wns the last survivor of the five) by Mr. 
P. Dickerson, my highly-esteemed and loved 
predecessor, for whose person and ministry 
our departed brother entertained the warmest 
affection and highest appreciation ; and 
though he loved nil good men and loved to 
hear other ministers of the Gospel besides his 
own pastor, yet he seldom rambled from 
home. Of him it might l•c truly said " He 
d'!e!t amongst his own people." And'if the 
mm1stry un~er which he settled, nnd by 
means of winch he was fed, was not of either 
a flowery or popular chnrncter, it was so 
blessed to his soul that few Christians hnve 
become more settled and grounded in the 
tr\I th thnn our dear brother Samuel Ince. 
H_1s Christian character was built upon n 
fruth that was both sound and scriptural. 

The glorious doctrines of the Gospel, which 
hy many professors of the present day are 
either slighted or ignored, were loved and 
lived upon by him. With what joy beaming 
in his face would he talk of the everlasting 
love of God ; His sovereign choice of His 
people; their redemption by Christ; their 
calling by the Holy Ghost; their preserva
tion and final perseverance unto everlasting 
glory. His faith was a living and practical 
faith; for while he believed salvation was all 
of grace, he also believed that "The grace of 
God that bringeth salvation bath appeared 
to all men, teaching us that, denying un
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteou!l.ly and godly in this present 
woI"ld." And, moreover, he was a real 
lo,·er of Zion, "rejoicing with those that 
rejoice, and weeping with those that weep," 
and answering to that beautiful mark of the 
new birth, " Know that ye have pas.oed 
from death unto life because ye love the 
brethren." His attachment to the house of 
God fullv accorded with the sentiment ex
pressed iii. the 27th Psalm, "One thing; have 
I desired of the Lord," &c.; and many times 
has he sung, 

" Here to these hills my soul will come, 
Till my Beloved lead• me home." 

That desire is now realised. Our brother is 
now at home in heaven. 

Our good brother, though by no means a 
forward man, grew in grace, and gradually, 
but strongly, in the esteem of his minister 
and fellow-members; and we rejoice to 
record the fact, that esteem was justly 
merited. We know he would not have said 
this of himself, but we say it, because it is 
due to one who for so many years walked 
steadily and affectionately with hii brethren; 
and tliat eateem felt extended beyond the 
Church at Alie street. A good bI"otber, in 
a letter of condolence to the widow, says, 
"Of all the Christian friends that I have 
ever been blessed with-and I have had very 
many-there are none of whom I have more 
pleasant recollections than I have of my 
now glorified brother in the Lord, Mr. 
Samuel Ince; nor any whom I more highly 
esteemed. My thoughts at the present 
moment are those of thankfulness to God 
for the great grace bestowed upon your 
beloved hushaud through n long course of 
years, during which he WW! enabled to adorn 
the doctrine of his Saviour and God with 
much usefulness to the Church aud satis
faction to his friends." 

About twenty years ago he wns chosen to 
the office of dencun ; and so stiflly did he 
shrink from office, that it was not until much 
remonstrance had been used that he con
sented to act. W c believe his reluctance 
arose solely from nn inward npprehensio~ of 
his unfitness for the office; out lrnvmg 
consented to act, he set to wor~, and_ we 
hnve occasion to bless God Jor lus sc1·v1ces, 
which we1·e hearty and const1111t, hut which 
we deeply lament are now clo,;ed. 

Our dear brother was favoured for many 
yea1'S with good heulth, but. 11bout three or 
four years since he had an attack ot apoplexy, 
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which gave his constitution such a shoek 
that he never fully recovered, though he 
rallied for a time beyond our expectations, 
Another attack, a few week since, brought 
him into such a state of physical debility, 
as caused him to sink, and gradually brought 
him to death. He sweetly fell asleep in 
Jesus, about five o'clock in the afternoon, 
December 9, 1874. 

"One gent.le sigh each fetter breaks, 
We scarce can say he's gone, 

13efore the willing spirit takes 
Its mansion near the throne." 

Delig-hted should we have been if his 
affliction would have permitted him to have 
given u tteranee to those joys of salvation 
wkich we believe be had Leen often favoured 
to realize; but the nature of his disease pre
cluded us the enjoyment of that privilege. 
However, it is not what a man may say upon 
his dying bed that shows his character, but 
how he lived ; and we feel happy in being 
able to refer to the life of our brother for 
upwards of forty years " as walking with God 
and leaning upon Jesus." 

No man ever had less conceit of his own 
goodness and more entire dependence upon 
his Redeemer than our brother. ThousanEls 
of times has he feelingly sung, 

"Kotblng In my band I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling ; 
Nakt•d, come to Thee for dress, 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
Black I to the fountain fly: 
wa~h me, Saviour, or I die." 

But the Master has called him away; his 
work is done; and we shall indeed miss him. 
Miss him! We shall want him. We shall 
miss him at our prayer meetings, our Church 
meetings, at the public services,. in the 
various institutions connected with the 
Church. The poor will miss him ; for he 
loved them, was kind to them, anrl they 
loved him. The writer will miss him. The 
free generous and brotherly manner in 
wbi~h he received us when we first came to 
labour in this great city; his god_ly con
versations ; his genial manners ; hJS words 
of encouragement-and which he unwaver
ingly maintained and manifested to the 
last-will be always gratefully remembered 
and appreciated, 

As to the Joss his beloved wife and family 
have sustained, we dare not attempt to 
calculate that; but we do fervently pray that 
the thousands of petition• which he has 
lodged in heaven for them may be answered 
by the •• orphans' Father anrl the widows' 
God." May the Lord graciously sanctify 
this bereaving dispensation to the whole 
family, and greatly sustain and comfort the 
heart of our dear sister, the widow. A fond 
and indulgent father, a kind and loving 
husband is now missed from the home circle, 
His voice in prayer and praise below is now 
for ever hushed ; but above he sings more 
eweet more loud ; and Christ is his song. 
Shall ~e meet him there? Reader, are you 
prepared to die ? What are your prospects 
of another world? Remember, no getting 
to heaven without being born again; uni,ted 
to Jesus by a living faith. Poor, trembling 

sinner, this is the message of mercy lo a 
fallen world : " Gori so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that 
who.•oever believeth in Him Rhould not 
perish, but have everlasting life." 

On Thursday, December 17, the remains 
of our dear friend were interred nt Tower 
Hamlets cemetery, Dow, in the presence of 
a large company ol Mends who had come to 
pay the last tribute ol loving respect to him: 
who was universally esteemed. 

On the following Lord's-day the pastor 
improved the solemn event (before a nu
merous audience) from the words " Thou 
shalt come to thy grave in full age, like as a, 
shock of corn comet!, in his season" (Job v. 
26), which words were peculiarly applicable 
to bim whose loss we mourn. 

Farewell, beloved brother, thou hast 
passed the river; and while we stand at the 
margin we greet thy happy welcome on the 
eternal shore, where we trust to meet thee 
and all our loved ones when the will of our 
heavenly Father is done, 

"Be thou faithful unto death and I will' 
give thee a crown of life." 

" O that we each may see our Gulde, 
Wbcne'er the signal's given; 

Then, gracious Lord, the stream divide, 
And land us safe In heaven." 

CHARLES MASTERSON, 

SOUTHAMPTON.-Of Salem I have 
good news to tell you. First, we can now: 
call it " a Baptist chapel," for we have a 
nice baptistery built for us by Mr. Veal, a 
member of Carlton, He has done it cost 
price, under £5, very cheap ; secondly, we 
made use of it Lord's day, Nov. 29. Brother 
Foun and sister Hopkios were baptized by 
our beloved pastor. Chapel crowded; the 
deepest solemnitv prevailed. Next Lord's 
day our brother and sister were received 
into Church fellowship, with seven more 
from other Churches; our brother and sister 
Olney being two among the number. There 
are others in the congregation who will 
shortly loll ow we hope. Our pastor, 
Mr. Parnell, is getting very popular in 
Southampton. He recently gave a lecture 
on "Practical Atheism." Mr. Gutch,. a, 
tradesman in the High street, took the 
chair · so that we had our two noble cham
pions' of the truth together, who boldly 
withstood the great atheist Bradlaugh, who 
could not answer them a word. Mr. Parnell 
will give his second lecture at the Victoria 
Rooms. Last Sabbath he preached in the 
afternoon in the Primitive Metbot!ist chapel,
at Freemantle, to a full <'Ongregation. The 
people say they never heard such a preacher 
before. He was also invited to a publie 
meeting, a crowded and cheering assembly. 
We believe the Lord has sent him here for 
the supplying of our souls with spiritual' 
tood and for the !!'Ood of the town at large. 
Fl'ie~ds Hurst, Hollis, Olney, Hinton, air of 
us send warmest love to you, hoping to see 
you again with us. 

NATHANIEL SUDDBRY, 
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NEW YEAR'S MEETING AT EDEN 
CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE. 

PRESENTATION 8BRVJCEB: MR. JOHN 
BUNYAN McCURE'B ILLNESS, &c. 

Our social New Year's tea meeting was 
this year held under very peculiar circum
stances, in our beautiful new school room. 

We have for two years been in a transition 
state and Church rules have not been 
rigiuiy carried out; the settlement of Mr. 
MeCure as our minister, and the building of 
our new Eden, have taken our attention so 
much we were obliged to pass by things of 
minor importance. 

By the good hand of our God upon us we 
have merged from that state; and now, 
what do we behold? We appear scarcely 
able to realise the great things God bas done 
for us. He bas given us a pastor to preside 
over us, whose name and worth require not 
my pen to parade them before the Churches. 
He has brought us from a state of division, 
anarchy, and confusion, to a state of unity 
and peace ; from a state of coldness, sus
picion, and jealousy, to a state of love and 
concord. But this is not all; instead of wor
shipping-in a low, incommodious place, we 
:find ourselves in a commodious and well
ventilated house, and when we, with 
astonished eyes, look around and remember 
that all this is paid for, with crumbling of 
spirit and deep humility of soul, we can but 
exclaim, "What bath God wrought'!" or 
with dear Watts, 

"'Tls Thine own work, almighty God, 
And Thou shalt have the praise I" 

These were the circumstances under which 
we met at our New Year's tea meeting, dear 
brother ! Do you not think they were very 
peculiar? 

After tea the meeting commenced by 
singing that beautiful hymn, 

"0 bless the Lord, my soul." 
Brother McCure read 126th Psalm, "When 
the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion," 
&c. ; he was also mouth for us at the mercy 
throne. Then, in a very appropriate address, 
presented to our dear friend, Mr. Thoday 
l the builder of the chapel), a beautiful silver 
salver, value twelve guineaa, the gift of the 
people, to show their high appreciation of 
bis merits as their builder, and their satis
faction of the manner in which he has 
:finished the building. In the centre of the 
~alve! i~ beautifully engraved the following 
mscr1ption :-

" Presented to Mr. Francis Thoday, by 
John Bunyan McCure, pastor of Eden 
chapel, Cambridge, in the name of the 
Church and congregation, a testimonial of 
the high appreciation of the great work 
accomplished by him in the completion of 
their new chapel and schools. January, 
1875." 

After a suitable reply from Mr. Tboday, 
given in a feeling manner, it was the 
pleasing duty of the senior deacon to present 
the pastor, Mr, McCure, with a Joye-gift 
from the people. 

With a few preliminary remarks be con
cluded his nddreubysaying," Ifwe contrast 

our present position and proepects with what 
they were but a few months ago, what cause 
have we for gratitude and thankfulnes, ! 
But a few months ago we were a divided 
people, without a pastor; and what that 
terrible position is none know but those who 
have passed through the dreadful ordeal; 
but now we are a united and happy people, 
having a minister settled over us, who lives 
in our affections, and on whose behalf we 
constantly breathe out our prayers; this is 
as it should be, a union cemented in love 
and sanctified by prayer. I would deprecate 
pride under any circumstances; but if ever 
any people had cause to be proud of their 
minister, surely we have. He preaches to 
us the glorious Gospel of the blessed God in 
all its sweetness, in all its pureness, in all 
its freeness, in all its fulness, and in all its 
efficiency ; and yourselves can bear me 
witness that it come• not in word only, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and with 
power. Our dear pastor has not only 
preached to us the Gospel thus blessedly, and 
thus acceptably, but be has been the means 
of building for us this beautiful house, where
in we, and generations yet unborn, may 
worship the God of our fathers. But for the 
relation that exists between us as a Church, 
and our dear brother, we never should have 
had such an elaborately-finisJ:ed place to wor
ship in. I may say, without fear of con
tradiction, or without the least reservation, 
that there is no minister of the present day 
would have built up a second Eden in the 
face of such difficulties as our dear brother 
has had to contend with. There have been 
ministers who have built up chapels, and 
they consider they have done well to get a 
chapel up; they rest and are thankful, and 
leave it tor the next generation to pay; but 
not so Mr. McCure-untiring in his work 
and unceasing in his efforts, be rested not 
until he had accomplished a teat-a feat that 
is without a precedent in the history of the 
Churches-he rested not until he could say 
before the services of the opening day were 
concluded, It is enough ! the building is 
paid for!" 

Turning to the pastor, he then said, 
"And now, sir, I have a word to say to you. 
The people, on whose behalf you have been 
so unremittin'1:ly labouring during the short 
time you have been amongst them, desire to 
show you that they appreciate your labours 
of love on their behalf, and that they love 
you in return, and as a proot of that love 
have made up for you this beaa titul purse, 
which contams £24 2s. Accept it, dear· 
brother, as a small token of our love, and 
may you long continue to abide with us here, 
and ever live in the affections of a happy and 
united people." 

A suitable reply from Mr. McC:ure, and a 
hymn, and .the meeting (which was a very 
enjoyable one) was closed by prayer. 

I know you will be sorry to hear that so 
many months of incessant labour in body 
and mind, which our God has crowned with 
such signal success, appears to have un
strung the nerves of our dear pastor ; that 
eminent professional men concur in the 



64 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

opinion that, " immediate rest from Jabour 
for awhile is quite indispensable," and this 
being the c-ase, he has left us for a season, 
to seek en tire repose. We pray that the 
Lord "'ill bless the means used for his re
covery, that he may be soon back amongst 
us, inviJ\"<)rated and restored both in bodv and 
in mind, and long c-ontinue to be a means of 
abundant blessing to our Zion. 

JOSEPH FAVELL. 

SOUTH HACKNEY. -At Speldhurst 
road chapel a meeting was convened Jan. 
II. At the tea-table each one appeared 
quite at home. We saw with the ministerial 
brethren, C. W. Banks, T. J. Messer, F. 
"Vl'heeler, E. P. Brown, G. Webb, C. Turner, 
and others. At 6.30 all adjourned to the 
chapel for public meeting; Mr. John Price 
in the chair. Brother E. P. Brown implored 
a blessing on the proceedings. The chairman 
stated how usetul the ministry of C. W. 
Banks had been made to him, twenty years 
ago, at Crosby row. For that reason specially, 
among others, he was glad to be there. Our 
brother Messer, so highly honoured of God, 
gave an address, loving, intellectual, and 
powerful. The story of the great preacher, 
Dr. Lyman Beecher-his one hearer on a 
snowy morning, and that one converted; 
the doctor being told of it twenty years 
after-was humorous and yet solemnly in
structive. E. P. Brown said, regarding the 
efforts C. W. Banks had made for the de
nomination (which were world-wide), £600 
ought only to be a matter for one evening. 
Ii every Church had a collecting card, by 
a small effort the amount would soon be 
realised. F. Wheeler promised to devote a 
whole day soliciting subscriptions frgm lovers 
of truth in Pimlico. Brother Branch spoke 
a few kind words. C. W. Banks then read 
a list of amounts received by Mr. Jaquiery, 
the treasurer. After this, a lecture by Mr. 
Lill, on "Uliver Cromwell," was given. In 
a succinct, clear, and historical manner, he 
reviewed the social and religious phases of 
English history both precedinir and attending 
the Commonwealth. A good literary portrait 
of the great Nonconformist hero was drawn, 
and we belie,·e the audience were both 
edified and entertained. A vote of thanks 
to lllr. Lill having been carried, these happy 
meetings closed with prayer. E. P. BROWN. 

OUR CHURCHES - WEST AND 
EAST.-'·A Wiltshire Baptist" has been 
"ta1-ryiug awhile at London's West-end," 
looking after some food for the edification of 
his soul ; has visited N ottiug hill, Meard's 
court, Soho, Blandford street, Gower 
street, Riding-house lane, and other places. 
·" Fea,fol appearances!" "Poverty of every 
kind ! " " Declemiou, disappointment, 
death ! " We cannot correct the Jetter, nor 
insert this mouth. "Most painful thoughts" 
a1•e written; but we hesitate. 

ACCRINGTON.-We hope Mr. 
Eddison's pastorate here will be a Gospel 
one, of long, useful, and happy continuance. 

MRS. LOUISA ANNE CARPENTER. 
The subject of the 1;1resent memoir wns the 

beloved wife of Wilham Carpenter, Baptist 
minister, born Dec. 5, 1819. She was the 
only surviving daufl,"hter of pious parents, 
Charles and Mary Ann Newmnn, who, for 
many years, attended the ministry of the 
late William Huntington. It being her 
privilege to be under the control of parents 
who would bring her up in the nurture 
and ad moni lion of I he Lord, she was ip-a
ciously made the subject of very early serious 
impressions. As an instance of this, some 
one offended her, when she was but a little 
beyond four years old, and in the heat of the 
moment she meditated placing herself in such 
a position as to give herself cold, and when 
just in the act of doing so, her conscience 
smote her, and told hershewas doing wrong. 

She was constrained at various times to go 
in secret and c111l upon the Lord to pardon 
her sins, ,:nd she was answered in the Lord's 
time, by being led in God's providencel.. about 
the age of sixteen, to hear Mr. ueorge 
Moyle, then preaching in Cumberland street 
chapel. Under his ministry, the Word was 
much blessed to her, and there it was that 
the incorruptible seed was developed. 

Before she was brought to make an open 
profession of her faith, when hearing ber 
mother talking with godly persons, she often 
felt amazed upon discovering that tie lan
guage of Canaan found a response 10 her 
heart, though she could not just then feel 
bold enough to declare the fact. Under the 
ministry of Mr. Moyle her soul was set at 
liberty; she was baptized by her highly
esteemed and beloveii pastor, joined the 
Church at Cumberland street, and continued 
there until she was married, walking in the 
light of the Lord's countenance. 

After her marriage, both she and her hus
band joined the Church at Bethesda, John's 
row (nuw called Lever street), City road. 
Like all God's people, she very aoon found 
out that Satan will not let any of his subjects 
pa.s out of his gross darkness into. God's 
marvellous light without trying them sorely; 
for fierce tempt9:tions were often tier. po~tion, 
and the temptation often shaped itself mto a 
suggestion to blaspheme and curse God. 
This has had such an effect, that she often 
put her hand over her mouth, because Satan 
seemed plying her so vehemently, urging her 
to say it but once. From this, however, she 
was mercifully preserved, for she was never 
left to utter an oath in her life. She was not 
left, like some, tu seek the Lord in middle or 
old age, but has often been heard to remark, 
that she could hardly recollect a time when 
she did not feel a reverence for God. 

Thus blessed, she seemed to glide into a 
state of liberty and pardon, more than by 
being brought tu know the truth, by being 
su hjected for a Jong sea.son to the terrors of 
Mount Sinai. 

Endowed with more than common attain
ments, she "as destined, as events have 
shewu, to prove a renl mother in Israel. It 
can he truly said that. her entire life wus oee 
of sell-abnegation. She lived for others, and 
as she posses.~ed very sensitive feeliuga, 
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mOTe often than otherwise, hP.1' trials and 
sufferings were on account of those with 
whom she WIIB connected, 

Ble!!!led with an evenly-balanced mind, she 
wos well fitted to smooth many asperitie11, 
and level many ru~ged paths; her mild and 
genial influence was such, that no one could 
possibly be in her cornpaay without noting 
and admiring it. Indeed, one ministerial 
friend once said to her, " I think you will 
come under one of the Master's woes when 
He said, 'Woe unto you, when all men 
speak well of you.' " 

Though blessed in this eminent degree, she 
could al~o say and write the right thing in 
the right place. There are many individuals 
who cannot fittingly answer an impu ta lion, 
or a remark of any kind, without meditation, 
but in her case, many, who are scattered in 
different parts of the globe, have cause to 
say, "A word fitly spoken is like apples of 
gold in pictures of silver." 

In illustration of this, one whom she loved 
remarked to her that it was a matter of diffi
culty with him to find that there were those 
in other denominations, who, without doubt, 
possessed the root of the matter, and yet did 
not abide by the stuff in the matter of ordi
nances. She immediately said, "'What is 
that to thee? follow thou Me.'" 

It l,llay be thought by some that the dear 
deparfed Ls being spoken of too highly; but 
that is impossible. We know that there is 
none 'righteous, no, not one (and she well 
knew it too), but the Apostle Paul said, 
" One star differetb from another in 
glory ; " and so it was in. her case. None 
knew their state by nature, nor the need of a 
Saviour more than she. Indeed, she was so 
keenly alive to this, that a short time prior to 
her death, when su:ff'ering acutely, it was 
said to her, "You appear to sutfer much, 
dear." She feebly answered," Not more than 
I deserve." Her mind and her soul were 
deeply steeped with a consciousness of the 
vastness of her Saviour's sufferings, and her 
unworthiness. Her chief desire was always 
uppermost, to so run that she might obtain. 

Though often cast down with the fear as 
to her eternal safety, with doubts and mis
givings as to the Lord being willing to save 
her, yet, to others, she displayed a real 
Christian's walk and conduct. The present 
difficulty is 'not from want of matter as to 
her history, but limited space will not per
mit of extension, else much could be writ
ten that would be eminently useful, as afford
ing encouragement to others in similar 
circumstances. 1'his much can be truly 
said of her, that she has left footprints on the 
sands of time. 

Being a minister's wife, she found many 
spheres of usefulness in connection with her 
husband's scenes of labour. Notably may be 
mentioned Dunstable, where Mr. Carpenter 
laboured successfullv for eighteen years. 
There it was she wasbest known and loved. 
. Writing and evening schools, in connec

tion with the chapel, were instituted and 
directed by her; the young people flocked to 
her for advi,•e. Numberless lette1-s, written 
on her husband's and her own behalf, are 

scattered broadcast over the lan<I ; and many 
are still living there who can say, with re
ference to those happy hours, 

" How sweet their memory still." 
Ministerial brethren who have departed, 

Wells, Foreman, &c., and those now living, 
Milner, Atkinson, Bloomfield, and others, 
used to go there on anniversary occa<ions, 
anrl would say she was a real minister's 
wife. 

Many are now conscious they have lost a 
a real friend ; for it she once called a person 
her friend, it would take a vast deal to cause 
her to alter her opinion. Her love and her 
friendship were not fickle, but steadfast, un
wavering, through evil and good report. 
This is the friendship that is valuahle, that 
thinketh no evil, and coveretb a multitude 
of faults; therefore her friends feel that her 
place in their hearts cannot be easily filled, 
and her many acts of friendship will always 
be treasured uf. 

Her path o late bas been through much 
tribulation, bodily and mental sufferings to 
contend against. Being a very affectionate 
mother, she was sorely tried in consequenee 
of her second daughter, who died ten months 
ago, under painful circumstances, in con
nection with her marriage. She took the 
matter to heart, and thought upon it day and 
night; when about nine weeks from this 
date she took to her bed, and said to an old 
friend, " I shall never survive !Vis." 

She kept her bed the whole time, gradually 
getting weaker, at intervals suffering much, 
but her covenant God supported her much 
with manifestations of His divine presence. 
She felt much about parting from her hus
band and children, and said to one of her 
daul!'hters, " It is hard for flesh and blood to 
part." Not long before she died, she dis
tributed tokens of her love to those around 
her. The feeling uppermost was, that she 
bad done with time-state thin!(S, and naw 
was waiting for the Master's coming. 

At one time her husband said, "You have 
had many precious manifestations of His 
presence." "Yes," she said, "thousands of 
times." The day before her death be said, 
"Abundant entrance will be administered 
to you." " I believe it," she said. 

Just towards her end she semed to be only 
partly conscious, yet almost her last words 
were," For so He giveth His beloved sleep." 
And so He did, for she gradually sank until 
twelve o'clock, Dec. 25, when she quietly and 
peacefully passed away from this weary pil
grimage into her Saviour's lo,fog presence. 
On January 1 her mortal remaius were in
terred in Abney park cemetery, when l\Ir. 
Wilkins, late of Soho, spoke over her. After 
reading, paying a fitting tribute to her 
memory, and praying, her friends who were 
present took a long look at her l!lst resting
place, feeling that her warfare was accom
plished, that she bad reached those fields 
which stand dres..<ed in living green, beyond 
the swelling flood. Though their hearts 
were filled with sorrow, yet faith looked be
vond the grave to Him who was its destruc
tion, and to the time when sea and dry land 
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shall ~•ield u-p the dead, and Christ shall come 
to claim His own, and then 

" For eYer wl th the Lord, 
Amen, so let lt be; 

Life from the dead Is In that word, 
'Tls lmmortallty. 

WILLIAM CARPENTER, Baptist minister. 
14, Abbey street, Betbnal Green road. 

THE LATE MR. DAVID STEVENS. 
At Kingston-up-in-Thames, after a linger

ing and painful illness, arising 1rom heart 
disease and asthma, David, the youngest and 
only surviving brother of the well-known 
and much-loved Mr. John Stevens, Baptist 
minister, departed this life on Sunday morn
ing, December 13, 1874. 

Our dearly lamented brother was bom in 
Northampton, in October, 1797. He had 
the great privilege of being trained " in the 
way he should go " from bis earliest years by 
pious parents, of whom he always spoke with 
filial affection. As a boy he was lively, with 
a clear head and loving heart, delighting in 
the home-life with its social blessings, a 
feature wl1ich characterised him all through 
bis journey. 

Meek and humble in himself, courteous 
and affable to others, he was far from affect
ing human applause. He loved the society 
of those who loved their divine Lord, 
especially his own baptized brethren. 

Bo:h he and his beloved partner in life 
were baptized at the same time by hi~ brother 
John, and added as members to the Church 
assembling at Meard's court, Soho, during 
the life of the respected pastor. They con
tinued their membership with his successor, 
Mr. John Bloomfield, when David Stevens 
was chosen deacon, in which capacity he 
acted until the time when Mr. C. H. 
Spurgeon was elected as minister of New 
Park street. He and his partner united 
with the brethren there, and removed with 
them to the Metropolitan Tabernacle, where 
Mr. Stevens, with othQrs, were selected to 
officiate as elders. He remained here until 
his removal into Devonshire, when be met 
with those who assembled in a local Baptist 
chapel. Removing from thence to Kingston, 
and being a great in valid, he joined with 
Christian friends in always keeping up the 
religion he had professed, although within 
doors· and was much beloved and respected. 

In 'domestic life he was the soul of the 
household, being always grateful to God for 
providentially providing him with a con
,genial s;,iri t for a wife-one who now 
mourns, after a happy union of fifty-four 
years, along with other near and dear 
relatives and friends, his removal from their 
midst. He is still so photographed upon her 
heart and memory, that, " being dead be 
yet speaketh" and sings, for be was fond of 
the songs of Zion to the last. 

In this age of diApu tes, he held fast to the 
truths &O clearly and eloquently taught by 
his beloved brother John in years gone by. 
He was in bis limited sphere a devoted 
champion for Evangelical Calvinistic 
doct!'ines, being careful, however, not to lay 
disproportionate atresa upon speculative 

poinlll, wherein good men and trne Christians 
may agree to differ. His wos not the mind 
to add the oil to increose the flame, or kindle 
unnec:,essary animositr- nnd dispute, which 
have sadly tended to disturb the peace, and 
hinder the spread of the " truth as it is in 
Jesus." When brethren are agreed in laying 
the finished work of Jesus Christ, pure and 
simple, as tl1e one and only1 but all sufficient 
foundation of salvation, tney ought not to 
bite and devour one another on account of 
mere speculative differences in minor 
matters. Rather, let us say from the heart, 
with the great Apostle of the Gentiles 
"Grace be with all them who love our Lo;_:;t 
Jesus Christ in sincerity." 

When mentioning the name of the divine 
Redeemer, even casually in conversation, 
bis eye would sparkle, and his expressive coun
tenance kindle at the thought of seeing and 
embracing his " precious, pl'Ecious Saviour!" 
a name and theme he loved to dwell upon, 
and which, for the time being, made him 
forget years, and cough, and infirmities. 
Even in death the expression remained 
stamped upon bis brow of a calm and in
telligent repose in God. 

His mind retained its clearnP.SS and vigour 
until aearly a few hours of his departure. 
He spoke warmly of kind relatives and 
friends, and took an interest in this monthly 
periodical to which he had subscribed for 
many years. 

He retired to rest for the last time on 
Saturday night, about ten o'clock, and fell 
into an apparently calm and deep sleep, 
which continued until Lord's-day morning, 
when be seems to have raised himself in bed, 
slightly stooping forward as if in the attitude 
of prayer, in which position be so gently 
breathed his last, that it was almost imper
ceptible when the spirit took its flight, and 
David Stevens fell asleep in Jesus, aged 77 
years. 

BUCKS.-Baptistcbapel,WooburnGreen. 
Tuesday, Jan. 12, we held New Year's 
meeting. R. C. Bardens came to us with 
the· Lord's own words: Psalm xlvi. I. We 
wept for joy. After tea, at public meeting, 
Mr. Burgess presided, opening the meeting 
by singing, reading and prayer. Mr. Bardens 
addressed the people on " Then they that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another." 
Mr. Burgess followed on the words, " In 
whom ye also are builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit." Mr. 
Dulley read report of progress of building 
debt. Every one was surprised at what the 
Lord had helped us to do. We hope by 
Lady-day to pronounce the chapel, with 
the exception of Baptist building fund loan1 
free of debt. The Lord was with us ana 
p1·ovidentially had blessed us in a .greater 
measure. We were again helped to erect 
another Ebenezer and call upon the name 
of our Ood. May our covenant God bless 
this little weak one with strength to go on 
and prosper. F. G. B. 

ROCHDALE.-Tbe remnantleft at Hope 
have called Mr. Lovescy to the pastorate. 
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THE NEW EDEN CHAPEL, 
CAMBRIDGE. 

The following is a brief description of the 
new Baptist chapel, which Mr. John Bunyan 
McCure and his friends have, in a few 
months, erected, pnid for, nod opened. A 
monument of divine mercy, and a triumph 
of industry, this building stands. 

The chn11el is approached from Fitzroy 
street by a Hight of stone steps at the top 
of which is n vestibule, a pair ol gla'!S doors 
to the right and left open into a landing to the 
school below, the gallery above, and through 
another ,door into the chapel. The pews are 
open, with inclined backs (pitch pine). 
The floor declining about one foot from the. 
entrance to the platform. Pulpit, rails of plat
·form, are also of pitch pine. The gallery front 
with perforations. The Baptistery is in the 
platform, and can be seen from any part of 
the -chapel, when used. The building 
possesses what is called a queen's post roof, 
with ventilators. The gallery is supported 
·on cast-iron columns. The windows are 
filled with rolled plate-glass, the liberal gift 
of Mr. Norman, of Leicester, which pro
duces a subdued light and saves the trouble 
of blinds. There is a spacious school room 
beneath the chapel, besides vestries and all 
other accommodations. The building is 
warmed by Hayden and Son's hot air 
apparatus, and is lighted with a beautiful 
thirty-six-light corona of a new design, and 
produces a brilliant, yet soft light. It is a 
Nonconformist building, and reflects great 
credit on the builder, Mr. Thoday, who has 
shewn a most liberal spirit in com
pleting the whole without any extras what
ever. "Our builder," says a correspondent, 
"has only charged us cost-price; yea, it will 
cost him much more than he has received." 
It may be truly said, it is a £2,000 chapel; 
well fitted, furnished, insured, and paid for. 
A marvellous display of divine power, 

THE WITNESS OF A VENERABLE 
WARRIOR. 

[We have lately· had an opportunity once 
more of seeing, hearing, and conversing 
with our much-esteemed brother, T. J. 
Messer. The following extracts from a note 
of his nre truly solemn with reference to 
our Churches in this lnnd.] 

VERY DEAR BROTHER, - I have 
read lour article on " There is Balm in 
Gilea ," and can cheerfully endorse 
what you have written; hope you will 
be spared to complete what you have so 
well begun. We are living amidst sur
roundings of a singularly thought-inducing 
character. In no period of the history of 
our island home, that I am aware of, bas 
there been a ll'reater stir made about the 
conversion of sinners than is now being 
made; hut if I have not read ecclesiastical 
history wrongly, there never was less Christ
exalting, man-debasing truth promulgated 
by the vast majority of those who proless to be 
tea!lh~rs of religion. In every part of Great 
Britam (and you know that I have visited 
most of its cities and towns rlul'ing the last 
fifty-five years) the misleading, bewildering 

voice of error is everywhere heard ; and 
multitudes of ;hose who profess to be fol
lowers of the self-denying Redeemer, seem 
to me to be wandering about, if I may speak 
figuratively, in a country r,overed with ropy, 
slimy mists. They seem to know very little 
indeed about those sublime truths which 
cheered the hearts of martyrs and confessors 
in the distant past, truths which were in
finitely dearer to them than life it~lf. 

All over Britain and the world doctrines 
are now very generally enunciated, which 
do not homologate with those taught by 
Christ and His apostles. Hence, the 
necessity of euch articles as the one you 
have written for the Jannary number of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL. 

In reference to that article I might write 
very much more but I must not do so now. 

The savour of your sermon last Sabbath 
morning abides with me yet. It is a long 
time since I have heard a sermon like it. 
-Ae ever, yours, T. J. MESSER. 

42, Elcho road, Shafwbury estate, 
near Wandsworth, Dec. 30, 1874. 

CHANGES IN THE MINISTRY.
Alas ! for the once welcomed pastor who 
succeeded the strong old veteran-" retired 
altogether from the ministry." Painful 
reflections surely must haunt the spirit of a 
man who for years stood· up as a talented, 
accented, and, apparently successful am
bassador of Christ! The overthrow of such 
a man, the retirement altogether of one so 
lofty and so large, must be like an earthquake 
to the Church over whom he presided. It 
may do good ! Churches may be more care
ful to distinguish between flowers and fruit. 
Profe;isors may be led to search and inquire 
whether they have in their souls a life which 
is of divine origin ; or whether they have 
only a sensational and sentimental garb. 
John Bunyan speaks awfully of falling froUl 
the pulpit. Charity hopeth real grief, for 
Christ's dear name has caused the retirement 
altogether. If so, a future day may see tile 
prodigal in his Father's house, with a new 
heart, a right spirit, and the faith of God's 
elect. On the eastern borders, a pastor on a 
pound a-week, and clerk to the captain of 
the little ship, being a widower with many 
dear children, proposed once more to become 
united. A threat of dismissal followed. 
The union was confirmed; the dismissal fol
lowed. Who can complain? If a servant 
engages himself to a master, and then offends 
his master, what can be expect? In the 
S.E.district, n sickly saint, but an ex~eedingly 
pious minister, leaves his flock, ignores bis 
office, to mingle with the bretllren. What 
does this mean ? Cannot the pervert con
tinue to prepare and preach sermons? Does 
he now believe baptism to be out of doors? 
Changes everywhere are so singular, that we 
are almost driven to the conclusion that 
Christians of Peter's kind, who had Christ 
revealed in his own soul, and men of Paul's 
make, whom nothing could move, are few 
and far between. Boardman and Pearsal 
Smitl1 are also about to re-write-or recant. 
.Men of grace, beware of deceivers. 
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OXFORD MARKE_T.-A step. or. two I walked this winter. We had a good gather
out of Bemers street, m w•tern d1stnct of ing on Mond11y December 14 of which a 
London, stands Castle •treet Rall, a retit"ent, ! word or two so~e day ' 
neat, and well-fitted assembly-room, which I • 
bas just heen opened for the proclamation of \lll' f f r. m 
the Gospel of the Christ of God. Opening <!J-D t9 tl fyt &-IJld~, 
and New Year's services commencfrl Jan. 
3rd, t"Ontinued till Jan. I 7th. Sermons 
were gfren by Me1<•rs. W. Waite (the 
minister of the Hall), C. W. Banks, G. 
Webb, and W. Osmond. A public meeting 
was held Jan. 7, when Mr. Waite presided, 
and opened up the nature of his mission, 
He intended, God helpin11:, to preach a free
~at"e salvation for the perishing and wan
dering sous of men. He was eloquent, 
earnest, and decided. Mr. George Webb and 
Mr. Osmond expounded the 11,"reat elements 
of revealed truth. C. W. Bnnks shewed 
the peculiar advantages Mr. 'Waite enjoyed, 
and exhorted all real friends to work in 
prayer and in compassion to their fellow
men, so that the Hall mi11,ht be filled\ and 
the saving mercies of the Lord realized. 
Me--srs. Oakey and W. Beddow prayed fer
vently, and the sweet spirit of peace and 
holy freedom ,was enjoyed. We hope soon 
to see tl1e Hall crowded with seeking souls. 

CHRISTIAN CHARITY: '!'HE SURREY 
TAijERNACLE. 

DEAR MR. BANX:s,-Seeingby"Eartben 
Vessel" you take under its wing the Lord's 
afflicted and poor ; that you have " many 
distressing cases requiring help," I herewith 
send you a cbeq ue tor £2 7s., being £2 2s. 
from my" Pooc Saints' Relief Fund," and to 
which I have adeled os., as my custom is in 
disbursing this charity, to prevent Satan 
"getting an arlvantage over me" by the sug
gestion that, in distributing the moneys ol 
others, I can thereby screen myself. Many an 
extra gift have the Lord's poor bad this last 
twelve years arising from this cause, and 
which has, as many times, enabled me to 
" count it all joy" that ever such a "temp
tation " befel me. 

I am, my dear Mr. Banks, faithfully yours 
in the truth, JOSIAH COWELL. 

P.S.-I observe you state that the amount 
collected for the poor at the Surrey Taber
nacle was £100. This is noble ! and reflet"ts 
the greatest credit on that liberal Church 
and people. It is a great comfort to me to 
behold their " order" and " the steadfastness 
of their faith in Christ." Were they not 
rooted and grounded in love they would 
never, under ministerial bereavement, hold 
toiretber as they do. May the Lord continue 
to bless and prosper that cause, and all the 
Churches of Christ that in like manner hold 
and practise the truth. J. C. 

[In riving chambers and among the dis
tressed in Zion we have speedily distributed 
the whole.-ED.] 

"THE KENTISH NURSERY FOR 
BAPTIST:S."-8uch is the name given to 
Snodland, Halling, &c., in the sigM of 
whose lofty hills, cement works, rural 
scenery, and pretty country roads I have 

WORDS FROM HEART TO HEART.
I trust the Master you have so long served 
is nflording that support that all His ser
vants need for the different departments He 
has assigned them. You, like most spiritual 
mariners, have had, for many venrs to sail 
over rough nnd stormy seas, but th~ blessed 
anchor, hope, and the cable of God's ever
lasting love, has, and will to the end hold 
you last. It is a great mercy in 'these 
b~isterous, up-J1enving times, to be favoured 
with a sober, clear head, and steady judg
ment, todL<eern the things that differ (Heh; v. 
14). I pray the Head of the Church may 
prosper your undertaking at Speldhurst 
road. Your time, I know, is fully occupied 
yet shnll be glad to hear from you. Wear: 
moving on amidst the storms and tempests 
of this troubled world. J. HAND. 

PASTOR'S NOTE.-That you are full of' 
work I have no donbt. The pay day will soon 
come, the rest is certain, therefore cheer up. 

Cheer up, my soul, thy Jesus lives; 
Thy suffering days will soon be o'er; 

The •Inner who In Christ believes 
He'll safely land on Zion's shore, 

I have a mixture here of misery and mercy, 
but 

I'm nothing at all, 
Jesus I He Is all In all. 

The Lord bless you in your la.,t days. To 
me it seems that the Church is losing its 
chieftains, and none rise to .fill their 
places. I may not know all that is going 
on. It is a mercy there are a few of the 
old-fashic.ned sort, who can bear full witnesa 
to the power of the Gospel. 

[Our fathers and their friends are gone; 
We feel left almost quite alone; 
A new and better race ill found (?) 
Who give an intellectual sound, 
The savin!!" power seems hard to find; 
Instead thereof, the classic mind 
Is now the gift desired.] 

llarriagt. 
Jan. 9th, at Ebenezer chapel, Lynton road, 

Bermondoey. by the father of the bridegroom, 
Henry, eldest son of Mr. Henry Welob, Baptist 
minister of Merton Abbey, to Susannah Jane, 
only daughter of John T. Pickrell, Esq., of 
Tootlug, Ja, e of Grange road, Bermond•ey. 

December 16•.h, 1874, sweetly fell uslecp Mrs. 
Charlotle Carr (widow), In the 7 4th year of 
her age, for twenty years a member of the 
Rurrey 'l'abernacle, and p1 lvllegcd to sit under 
t be ministry of our late beloved pa•tor, Mr, 
J amcs Wells, for a period of about thirty-three 
years, being gently led Into tbo knowledge of 
tbc tru1 h t lu·ougb bis Instrumentality. "When 
thou llest uown thou shalt not be afraid; yea, 
1bou •halt lie down, and thy sloop shall be 
sweet" (P1·overbs Ill. 24). 
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DEOEIVING THE SOULS OF THOUSANDS. 

BY BENJAMIN TAYLOR, 
Baptiat Miniater, o/ Pulham St. Mary, Norfolk. 

"Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, 
and he in God."-1 John iv. 15. 

J. OHN says in this chapter, " try the spirits," that is, try the 
teachers. But why called spirits? Because they all give it out 

that they have the Spirit of God. In the Church of Engbnd there 
are many who declared on their solemn oath that they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost to take upon them the cure of souls ; but their line of 
conduct shows that they were moved rather by a good benefice of some 
hundreds a-year: "By their fruits ye shall know them." I believe one 
trait of good Ohristians is to try what they hear and what they read. 
I find the apostles preached in Thessalonica, where some believed and 
some believed not, and where they seem to be spoken of as a poor kind 
of indifferent hearers; but when the apostles went from thence to 
Barea, they found these more noble than those of Thessalonica, "in 
that they received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched 
the Scriptures daily whether those things were so" (Acts xvii. 11). We 
find there were some good Ohristians of sound judgment and an excel
lent discernment in the Church at Ephesus, for they " tried those who 
_said they were apostles, and were not, and found them liars " (Rev. 
ii. 2). In this chapter there are two sorts of confessors-negative ones 
·and positive ones. There are those that say Christ is not come in the 
flesh; and there are those who say He is. Those who say He is not 
come in the flesh are the Jews who, as a body, say it to this day. Now 
those who say He is not come are not of God; that is, they are not of 
the truth; they are not on God's side ; they speak not for God, but 
they are against Him. Those who confess that Christ is come in the 
flesh are on the side of truth, and, so far, speak for God, whether they 
themselves are born of God or not. 

In making a few remarks upon these words let us, first, notice the 
confession here made; and then, secondly, the indwelling union ex
pressed. 

First, we notice the confession here made, which is, " that Christ 
is come in the flesh; " this is one branch of the confession. A second 
is, " that Jesus is the Son of God." But let us notice the first branch 
of this confession-" every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is of God." But is a bare assent to this truthful 
declaration sufficient of itself to prove a man a real Christian ? Did 
not devils acknowledge as much (Matt. viii. 29)? Multitudes of men 
have ma?e ~he same acknowledgment who were never born of G_od. ~t 
the cruc1fix10n of Christ, the centurion and those who were with him 
,made the same confession, saying, "Truly this was the son of God" 
(Matt. xxvii. 54). Do no think because you say in so many words that 

VoL. XXXI. MARoH, 1876.] F 
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you believe in Christ as being the Son of God, and also that He is 
your own Saviour, that this will make you a Christian ; for you must 
be made a Christian before you can spiritually and vitally call Christ 
your own, and trust in Him as your everlasting all. 

THERE IS A FATAL ERROR IN OUR DAY, 

even among many who are thought to be quite orthodox. They posi
tively assert that looking to Christ, and trusting in Him as your own 
Saviour, is within the power of the creature, and that this power may 
be put forth at any moment, subject to the creature's own will. What 
if numbers believe in this easy-going religion, which appears so plau
sible, recommending itself at once to the carnal mind? What if they 
oomply with such deceiving teachers and their deceiving system? What 
if they say they believe, trust in God, and have taken Christ just in 
the way in which He has been offered to them by their blind guides ? 
What does it all amount to? Have their natural assent to such state
ments as are made, and their immediate compliance with the same, 
given them a new birth unto righteousness? They stand just where 
they did before with this exception, they believe they are now Chris
tians because they have done as their teachers told them to do, and 
conclude all must be right. Sure enough thousands are thus deceived. 
May God give them the power of trying the spirits before they die, that 
they may find out the cheat. Never mind how popular such men. may 
be wno give the children's bread to dogs, and make no proper dis
tinction between the children of the bond-woman and those of the free. 
Never mind the great cry of the good that is said to be done by them, 
and the multitudes of converts made by their indiscriminate invitations; 
but rather test the things you hear and read abo]!t by God's Word, and 
ask, Is it all truth what they say? Be not carried away by popular 
preaching; for the real work of the Holy Spirit' is not represented as 
existing among the masses of the people, but quite the contrary; and 
the true and faithful servants of Christ are spoken of "as not being 
many which corrupt the Word of God." The servants of our free-will 
Jezebel are always very numerous, but God's own servants are something 
like pearls, scarce to be found (2 Cor. ii. 17; Mal. iii. 17; Matt. vii. 14, 
22, x:x. 16; Jer. xv. 19; Isa. liv. 15). 

This is the lucifer, the Antichrist, the son of the morning, who 
sprung up at the beginning (1 John iv. 3), who has weakened the 
nations, and is the head of those wandering stars to whom is reserved 
the mist and blackness of darkness for ever. Among all the outer
court worshippers, his language is that of free-will; his stature is I or 
Anti, presuming and setting up himself in an artful way, so as to set 
aside the Lord Jesus Christ. The language of this great beast is, " I 
will ascend into heaven; I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; 
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most 
High." Yet mind, with all this boasted free~will an~ creature-powe~ of 
his he shall be brought down to hell. This mystical Babylon pndes 
~elf in speculative theology, delights in reviving old errors, and 
setting them forth as new flashes of long-hidden truth, and carries the 
million by the charms of novelty. He is in confederacy with old Moab, 
who is also the son of pride (1 John ii. 16, iii. 8), being even proud of 
his pride, delighting to add house to house and field to field, saying in 
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his c?vet?u~ness, I will dwel~ alone. ~e is the ess~nce of impiety, 
revellmg m idleness and feastmg, followmg strong dnnk, and having 
music and dancing in his feasts; he adds sin to sin, spurning against all 
convictions and reproofs; even draws iniquity to himself, and sins, as it 
were, with a cart-rope,.pulling down upon himself the dreadful judgments 
of the Most High. He is waxen so wicked in rebellion that he calls 
good evil, and evil good, and is always accusing and excusing himself, 
feigning repentance, but still hardening himself more and more. This 
is proud, mystical Babylon working with impious, covetous Moab, and 
the fearful end of both is seen in the eighteenth chapter of the Revela
tion of John. 

Futhermore, looking to Christ and trusting in Him are either 
natural acts or spiritual acts: if natural acts the kind of teachers alluded 
to are right with their general invitations and universal redemption, 
which may prove effectual or ineffectual, depending on the free-will of 
fallen nature; but if these are spiritual acts, such men are wrong and 
must be deceiving their hundreds and thousands. Looking to Christ 
and trusting in Christ are not such easy things, not such common every
day things as they are represented to be; these are scarce, something 
like silver and gold, which men do not pick up as they would pick up 
stones on the road. These are not to be found just when you will and 
where you will. We cannot, in winter time, go into our gardens and 
gather roses, carnations, and tulips. No, friends; I say no; looking to 
Christ and trusting in Him are acts which the unquickened or spiritually 
dead can no more put forth than the dry bones, without life, could rise 
in the valley where they were found. I well recollect that I not only 
tried hard but felt determined to settle matters for myself upon the false 
system in question; that is, 

I WAS RESOLVED ON LOOKING TO CHRIST AND BELIEVING IN Hrn 
AS MY OWN SAVIOUR, 

that I might get rid of all my doubts and fears, avoid the wars I ha~ 
within, and obtain that peace and comfort of mind I so much needed; 
but still, when I had done my best, I found I stood where I was before, 
for I conld not feel satisfied that, with all my looking and trusting to 
Christ, He had made a revelation of Himself to my soul. I knew He 
could if He would, and I also knew He was under no obligation to do 
so, however much my free-will nature might think otherwise. .Alas, 
how dull, cold, and lifeless! it seems just like winter-time in my soul: 
death and barrenness are within and nothing moves; no germinating, 
no sprouting, no budding forth in the divine life. Can God, who is 
called a Sun, have ever cast down one of His genial rays upon this dark, 
dead, and cold heart of mine? Oh, that I could emerge from my 
present condition and come forth into the light of His countenance, 
where I could have peace, joy, and satisfaction to the full! But the 
Lord Jesus did, some time after this, while I was looking for wrath, 
condemnation, and etemal death, in one moment reveal Himself to me 
as_ my Saviour, when I could then, feeling my union to Him, call Him 
mme. 

I have learned that the foundation is sound, solid, and safe; and I 
have also learned that there are swarms of mongrel builders, building 
up and pulling down, affirming and unaffirming, bringing bricks for 
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mortar and mortar for bricks, trimming their way, serving the times, 
pleasing the flesh, kindling revival fires and compassing themselves 
about with their own sparks, sewing pillows under all armholes, and 
crying peace, peace, where there is no peace. We read of gold, silver, 
and precious stones, and also of wood, hay, and stubble, and I leave the 
wise and hea,en-taught reader to judge for himself which is most in 
use in our day, whether the former or the latter? 

I had a number of a Sunday School periodical sent me the other 
day, in which we are ingenuously told how we may easily get the little 
children to Christ. First, the teachers must invite them home to tea, 
then ha,e a romp, then win the children over to themselves, and then, 
lastly, win them to Christ. This is the divinity taught in our wonder
fully enlightened nation, the bent of which is towards the .A.rminianism 
of Rome and the ranks of atheism and deism. No doubt it is with 
Sabbath Schrnls, as it is with other good institutions, there are some 
great enls connected with them, and we ought to try what is introduced 
into them as well as try what is advanced from the pulpit. The above 
statement is just as bad, and as much insulting to the Divine Being, as 
to talk about 

SENDING FOR REVIVALISTS TO COME SEVERAL MILES FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF CONVERTING THE PEOPLE (Matt. xxiii. 15). 

But perhaps yon will after all say, .A.re not the· people called upon 
to beiie,e in God; and does not God even express His anger because 
they do not? Granted; but what kind of trust is demanded of them? 
.A. moral trust or a spiritual and saving trust? Is it that they should 
believe in Christ as their own Saviour, and so produce good and heavenly 
fruit as this, even while the tree itself is corrupt? No such thing. .A. 
man is called upon to believe in God so far as his knowledge goes of 
God, both in His works of grace and His works of providence. No 
man is called upon to believe what he never heard; and when we have 
fully believed in all that we have heard and seen of God we have done 
well, we have done what we are commanded to do; but this. is not a 
sufficient argument to prove that we are the subjects of spiritual life. 
There is not only a claim upon all men, as the rational creatures of God, 
to believe in God, Christ, and the Holy Scriptures, but also to practise 
what they know, to the very utmost of their ability, while, even then, 
they have no claim upon God for anything beyond what they already 
possess. The Saviour condemned the Jews for not believing in Him 
after they had ~een His miracles, and the light that was come into the 
world; and Jehovah condemned His ancient people because they trusted 
not in Him after they had seen His powerful works in so many con
vincing instances (John xii. 36-41; Mark xvi. 14; John iii. 19; Pea. 
lxxviii. 22, 32). 

~ To believe in Christ as my own Saviour is purely a spiritual act; 
and before I can do this, it is certain 

· - ·~I MUST HA VE A REVELATION OF CHRIS'f TO MY SOUL ; 
for this I must wait, and hope, and pray, knowing that where God 
begins the good work He will carry it on. But this waiting for God 
is reprobated by the so-called wise men of Christendom now-a-days: 
they say, Tush I You are not to wait another minute, but take the 
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offered Christ, the offered salvation, the offered mercy, and thus be a 
heaven-born soul at. once. I care not what they say, since I have made 
trial of their deceiving system, and have proved the difference between 
God's work and the creature's work. No one could try the system of 
these men more than the woman of Canaan did; but she had to wait 
Christ's time, and could not walk off with the prize till He had put it 
in her hands. The man had to lie by the pool of Bethesda till Christ 
thought proper to cure him; nor could he be cured, with all his anxiety 
and importunity, till the Lord thought proper to say unto him, "Arise, 
take up thy bed and walk." 

, Again, "No man can know the Father except he to whomsoever the 
Son will reveal Him" (John ii. 27). Well, but believers are encouraged 
"to trust in God, even when they walk in darkness, and have no light.'' 
It is true; but still they prove by experience that they cannot do that 
which is least, being worm Jacobs, without strength, bottles in the 
smoke, and bruised reeds without any stability, proving the words 
of the great Head of the Church true:-" Without Me ye can do 
nothing." 

And again," No man can come unto the Father but by Me." Only 
think at the same time of how they are tried within, and how they have 
to try themselves! Say. they, Is my hope a living hope ? Is my faith 
a livillg faith ? Sometimes I am ready to think I do feel something 
of spirituality of mind; a devotional feeling rises in my soul; I am 
humble, meek, mild, less than nothing, and Christ unspeakably great 
in my thoughts. Yet I am fearful I am not right; I have to try this 
frame of mind, and ask, Is this from God? or 

Is THE DEVIL TRYING TO DECEIVE :ME? 

: and representing that for spirituality which is only a fire of nature's 
' own kindling, and sparks of her own lighting? Sometimes I have a 
1 little liberty in prayer more than usual, and have something of a 
'. softening and melting down at a throne of grace; and then I am 
/ fearful that even this may be either a work of Satan, or of the flesh, or 
, bot,h. Indeed, I have to trace and retrace the ground I take, and have, 
l after all, to give up the trial to God, and say, "Search me, 0 God, and 
J know my thoughts: and see. if there be any wicked way in me, a!ld 
I lead me in the way everlasting." 

I would observe again: if the fall did really sink us to ruin, as to 
all spiritual acts, then it must be an error to tell unregenerate men 
that they can spiritually believe in Christ as their own Saviour at any 
moment if they will. This is but rank Arminianism, blended with 
Calvinism, dressed up in a somewhat new form, and constitutes the 
idol of this nineteenth century. 'Tis no surprising thing to find men 
~torming against Arminianism in one sentence, and soundly preaching 
it in another sentenr.e. What a mixed medley, to see in the same 
person, as a public teacher and sermonizer, 

A COMBINATION OF CALVINISM, WESLEYANISM, QUAKERISM, FULLERIS:M, 
AND RANTERISM ! I 

This reminds us of the image that was made up of gold, silver, brass, 
ir?n and clay. Surely the Apostle's words are fulfilled, " The time 
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers having itching ears.'' 
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1 add one word more in concluding this part of my subject, and 
which will be by far the longest, and that is, we read that it is "given 
unto men f,0 belwve; " and also that none can so believe till it is given to 
them of God. Now if it is an act of man's to trust in God as being 
his own God and Father in Christ, how can it be a pure ~ift altogether 
independent of the creature? How can we make this gift our own by 
a pom,·r of the flesh, whether God is disposed to give or not to give? 
I read that none vitally and relatively believe in Christ only the sheep 
(Phil. i. 29; John xii. S9, x. 26, iii. 27; Matt xiii. 11; Exod. xxxiii. 19; 
Matt xx. 15 ). But false teachers declare that God will have the goats 
so to believe ; thus upsetting at once their Calvinism, and are down 
right UJ:1on universalism (Matt. xxv. S2, SS). Our God is not represented 
under the new covenant as an object to be either taken or left; but the 
real spirit of this new covenant is simply, 

J WILL AND THEY· SHALL. 

To the truth of this I desire to stick, without self contradic_tion, 
whether men will hear, or whether they will forbear. This is a wonder~ 
ful day for proclaiming human responsibility. And what can men know 
about this, I should like to ask, unless they are taught it by the Lord ? 
I say, in one word, human responsibility can never be spiritually under
stood by any only those who have been burnt out of themselves by 
Sinai's fire, and have been driven to take shelter under the wings of the 
covenant of mercy, and to rest.themselves upon the suretyship of the 
Son of God. 

The second confession is that "Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 
For this to be a living confession, a son-ship confession, and so, a 
relative confession, it can only be made by a grace union to Christ. 
Mind, this confession may be verbally made without a vital union with 
Christ ; but every child of God makes this confession to His Father in a 
way, with a feeling, and to an end, that no unregenerate man can form 
an adequate idea of. The confession of the Church is very beautiful :
" I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine." The beauty of this 
confession lies in the relative claim here made, "My Beloved's." The 
love of the Church is a principal fruit of the Spirit, the life of religion 
in the soul, and is the fulfilling of the law ; yea, it is an element not 
found in depraved nature ; it comes from above, and is infused into the 
new creature, formed by God's will, and is of infinite duration. Peter's 
confession must not be overlooked, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." Peter said this by the Spirit of God, and said it from a 
feeling of attachment to the Saviour, which could never exist only from 
a relative principle; while it is certain no man can know anything of 
the divine Sonship of Christ without a revelation of it from the Father : 
"Blessed art thou Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven." On what 
ground did Thomas say "My Lord and my God ? " This confession 
was made from his own experience, from what he saw with his own eyes, 
and heard with his own ears ; and sure I am that no spiritual confessions 
can be made to God only from the possession of divine life in the soul, 
after a man is begotten of God. 

I must not pass by Job's confession : "I know that my Redeemer 
liveth." Job's Redeemer was the Son of God in His divine nature, 
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hundreds of years before the "word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us;" and in the divine and infinite Son of God rests the infinite 
redemption of that peculiar ALL given into His hands by the Father. 
Every one of these shall know and learn of the Father, and shall be able 
to say from the Spirit's witness within, " I know that my Redeemer 
liveth." I know Him in myself as the image of God in my soul, and 
my only hope of eternal glory. This Son of God has eternal life in 
Himself, even as the Father• bath eternal life in Himself; and this 
Son of God gives eternal life unto all who shall be eternally saved, 
and shall reign with Him in the boundless worlds of light, and sing 
that song which no man can sing but themselves. These, my beloved 
reader, are the new covenant whosoevers, whether Jews, or Gentiles, 
who make their new covenant confessions to the Holy Three, arising 
from living and reigning grace in their hearts. 

Secondly. By way of conclusion, permit me to say a word or two 
upon the indwelling union here expressed. I consider the Person of 
Christ to be the only foundation of this union : " I in them, and Thou 
in Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world 
may know that Thon hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Th on 
hast loved Me." 

THE PERSON ·OF CHRIST IS THE FOUNDATION OF OUR SAVINGLY 
BELIEVING IN HIM, 

or of trusting in Him as our own Saviour. The Person of Christ is 
the foundation of godly sorrow for sin ; the Person of Christ is the 
foundation of an internal knowledge of ourselves, and so of a proper 
acquaintance with the fatal consequences of the fall to man. A vital 
union to the person of Christ is our only security against finally falling 
away. Had Adam been a spiritual man, and vitally united to Christ, 
such personal union with Christ would have prevented his falling away 
as he did ; but the saints' standing in the Person of Christ, so to 
speak, makes their standing more secure than what their standing was 
when th-ey fell in Adam, their first and natural head. The Person of 
the Son of God is the foundation of our hope, faith, and every other 
grace. This personal union of the saints with Christ is the foundation 
of that communion or fellowship they have with Him ; and this is 
"walking in the light as He is in the light." But what is the proof 
we have of our personal union with Christ? It is love. Hear what 
John says, "If we love one another, God dwelleth in us." This in
dwelling union is explained in an experimental way by the Saviour in 
John vi. 53-56 :-"Whosoever eateth My flesh, and drinketh My 
blood, bath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For 
My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. He that 
eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, dwelleth in Me and I 
in him." 

This indwelling union is set forth by the vine and the br~ch~s. 
Now the branches in the vine would not be enough to prove this m
dwelling union vitally, because the vine itself must be in the branches; 
I mean in repect to its life-imparting _principle; for it is J?ro_bable fo_r 
branches to be in the vine and have no life, and so bear no frmt; but if 
t~ie life of the vine be in the branches, fruit is a consequence of this 
life. We might be in Christ by name and profession, but Christ might 
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not be in us as the gift of eternal life. In a word, there is no abiding 
of the branches in the vine without the abiding of the vine in the 
branches; while the vine stands first and the branches next, as in John 
i. 4-, "In Him was life; and the life was the light of men." Thus, then, 
Christ dwells in the saints and the saints dwell in Christ, and, by this 
means, a perpetual union is maintained between the two. 

HOW I WENT BEFORE THE CHURCH. 

My VERY DEAR FRIEND AND SISTER IN CHRIST,
According to promise, I now take my pen to write you a few 

lines to tell you of the faithfulness, the longsuffering, and tender 
mercies of my God. Yes, whatever you may think of it, I think 
I can say without presumption, "MY Gon I " for He has, blessed be His 
name, heard and answered the poor petitions of such an unworthy 
sinner as I feel myself to be; and as you wished me to write and let 
you know how I was supported in that which I had to pass through 
when you left Nutley, it is with much pleasure and real heart-felt 
satisfaction that I am able to tell you that the Lord has been better to 
me than all my fears, for as the time drew on for me to decide whether 
I should go before the Church, ·1 felt almost ready to give up; for I 
was i;.fraid that I was not a fit subject for baptism and the Lord's. 
Supper, such a vile, polluted wretch, as I felt myself to be; but the 
Lord was pleased, in a great measure, to remove this by the chapter 
Mr. Poynder read the Sunday before I had to go before the Church. 
It was the seventh chapter of Luke. You get some one to read to you 
the first ten verses. 

Well, on Sunday morning, the Lord put a cry into my soul that 
He would appear for me, and remove every doubt from my mind. If it 
was His will that I should follow Him in the ordinance of baptism, 
I begged of Him that I might find some portion in His Word, without 
searching for it, that should settle the matter; and I ~as enabled to 
plead this promise before Him, again and again: "Ask, and ye shall 
receive ; seek, and ye shall find; " and when I had so done, I took my, 
Bible, between hope and fear. I was actually afraid to open it; and,. 
with it clasped in my hands, again I pleaded His own promise, and begge4 
that I might find something to suit my case ; and then I opened the, 
book, but found nothing. Again, in real agony, I cried to the Lord, 
to appear, and bring my soul out of trouble, if it was His will that. 
I should go forward ; but if it was not His will, that He would bring 
something upon me to prevent me from going. 

Well, after some time spent in this way, again I took courage, and 
opened the book, and the Lord directed my eyes to that passage where 
it says, " Whosoever shall confess Me before men, Him will I confess 
before My Father which is in heaven; and him that denieth Me before 
men, him will I also deny before My Father which is in heaven." The, 
joy and coneolation that flowed into my soul I can never describe. I 
cried out, " Lord, it is enough! Bless the Loru, oh my soul I " I did 
not altogether lose the sweetness of this until Wednesday morning, 
and then it was gone ; and that night I had to go before the Church; 
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and what to do I knew not. Again, in distress of soul, I went before 
the Lord in my tronble; and over and over, again and again, the Lord 
enabled me to plead this promise before Him, " Call upon Me in the 
day of trouble, I will hear and answer, and thou shalt glorify Me." I 
begged that the Lord would bless the reading of His Word to my 
soul; that He would direct my eye to some portion of His Word; that 
He would so open it up to me that my doubts and fears might be re
moved by it; and then I searched the Word of God, but it was a sealed 
book. Oh, what agony of soul I was in can only be known to those 
that have experienced the same. Satan told me, you had better give 
it up; you see you do not belong to the Lord, or He would fulfil 
His promise. 

Well, I almost fell in with the temptation, but, blessed and praised 
be God, He did not suffer me to give up ; although I had risen from 
my seat to go down stairs, something seemed to say, " Call once 
more." Well, again I pleaded the promise, " Call upon Me in the 
day of trouble; I will hear and answer, and thou shalt glorify Me." 
I told the Lord that He knew that this was a day of real soul
trouble to me, and that I did not desire to seek counsel at the hands 
of man ; but only from Him, the Lord. Then I was afraid that the Lord 
was angry with me, because I was not satisfied with the sign He had 
already given me. But then I thought of Gideon desiring a double 
sign; and I told the Lord that His servant Gideon desired a double 
sign, and that He was not offended with him ; therefore I hoped He 
would not be offended with such a poor ignorant thing as me 
desiring a double sign, in order that I might not sin against Him in 
this thing, and bring reproach upon His cause. 

0, my dear friend, if the place where I was could speak, it could 
bear witness that the conflict was sharp, but the deliverance was 
truly blessed. The Lord was faithful to His promise ; He enabled me 
to cry until He answered; and it was with these words: "If ye suffer, 
ye shall also reign with Him ; if we deny Him, He will also deny us." 
But the deliverance was not fully come ; but the Lord was in mercy 
preparing me for what was to come, for that day Ira. opposed my going, 
and was very cross with me, insomuch that for a few minutes I was 
ready to give up, but the words were again spoken with full power, 
" If ye suffer, ye shall also reign with Him ; if we deny Him, He will 
also deny :us." Then I could say, "0 Lord, I know that it is Thy 
will that I should go, and I will go in the strength of the Lord, 
and nothing shall stop me." Bless God, He has removed the stumbling
blocks out of the way, and it is not in the power of man to put them 
in again ; and the Lord tells me that it should be given me in that 
hour what I ought to speak, and I believed it would ; therefore I 
think that I scarcely need to tell you that the fear of man was r~
moved ; for it is said, "the righteous shall be bold as a lion.'' I must 
say, that upon these grounds I went forward, and my answers to 
questions. put were satisfactory, and I was received, and last Sunday 
fixed as the day for me to be baptized. On Saturday, I was rather 
afraid that when I came to the water my courage would fail, and I 
asked the Lord to appear and bless me with His presence, and give 
m.e courage and fortitude to go into the water ; for it was in His 
strength I trusted, and not in my own ; and, blessed and praised be 

G 
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His name, He gave me this promise, "Fear not, I am with thee; be 
not dismayed, I am thy God ; I will strengthen thee ; I will help 
thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness." 
And indeed and of a truth He fulfilled Hie promise, and blessed me 
with such a feeling sense of His love to me, such an unworthy wretch 
as me, that I was no more afraid to go down into the water than I 
should to walk out of the chapel. 

The dear Lord has brought me into His banqueting house, and 
His banner o,er me is love; and now what can I say? I am lost in 
wonder, love, and praise. I have known what it is to be in such 
trouble that I did not know how to perform my domestic work ; and 
now these last few days the Lord has so wonderfully blessed me, that I 
do not know how to do my work neither. I do call upon my soul and all 
that is within me to bless and praise the Lord ; and not only all that 
is within, but I do want all around me to praise my Gotl, who has 
blessed because He will bless, and who bath shewed mercy because He 
delighteth in mercy. 

"Law aud terrors do but harden 
All the time they work alone, 

But a sense of blood-bought pardon 
Soon dissolves a heart of stone." 

And now, my dear Mary, I have fulfilled my promise; but I am 
11.fraid that I shall tire the patience of your friend, before he gets to 
the end of my letter; bnt he must forgive me; for, indeed, I did not 
think of writing so much when I began; but I did not know how -to 
leave off. But, I think, by this time you are well nigh tired of this 
scribble; therefore I shall conclude with my love to you. And may 
the Lord bless yon, and cause the light of His countenance to shine 
upon you, and do you good, is the prayer of 

Your sincere friend, PHILLIS HUGGETT; 

THE CHRISTIAN'S LAMENT. 

"Tell me, O Thou, whom my soul Joveth, where Thou feedest, where Thou make.,t Thy flock to 
Test &t noon." 
-0 WEARY child ! art thou cast ,fown ? 
Does God thy Father seem to frown ? 
.And is the way so rough and long 
That your light heart has hush'd its song? 
And disappointments long and sore 
Have vexed your spirit o'er and o'er? 
You walk through life so lone; and seem 
As if it were a bitter dream ! 
You look around, beneath, above, 
Yet find no joy in Jesu's love! 
What though this world is sad and strange, 
Thy Lord and Master cannot change. 
In days gone by heav'n seemed so near 
You almost heard the musi,c there. 
And J esu 's love was strangely sweet; 
You often sat at His dear feet, 

Holloway, 

And all was light, and love, and peace, 
You never thoughtsuch joys could cease! 
The bleating lamb lay on His breast 
In holy, tranquil, happy rest. 

Then sorrow came, and thick'ning gloom; 
There seemed no rest-but in the tomb ; 
And sad ancl silent tears would flow, 
And nights were spent in weary woe, 

l:k sends the cross-child, do not faint ! 
And keeps the crown for ea.eh dear. saint. 
1'rust-trust the hand you cannot tract, 
You soon shall see your Saviour's face 
"All glorious " with love will shine, 
To cheer that lonely heart of thine ! 

MARIAII', 
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OUR HEAVENLY FATHER'S FERRY BOAT. 
OUTLINE OF A FUNERAL DISCOURSE, 

PuEAClllm o~ Lono's DAY EvENllW, DECEl1Rt:1t 20Tll, 1874, AT Lr·rTLE Ar.rn STREET, 
Wm·rECIIAl'El,, FOR 'rIIE LA'nl IIIGIILY-ES'fEEUED Ma. SAllL. r~cF.. 

BY THE PASTOR, C. MASTERSON. 

"Thou shalt come to thy gro.ve in a. fnll a.ge, like a.s a. shock or corn cometh in in his 
season."-Job v. 2G. 

rrHE government of Go<l comprehends and regulates all human 
affairs; all the events of life are under llis sovereign control an<l 

are made to subserve His people's good an<l to promote His own glory. It 
is a truth-fraught with the greatest benefit to the believer, to know 
that all his times are in the hamls of the Lord: the time of his birth, 
with all the intermediate states, right on to the time of his death • 
.Death is the penalty of sin: " For the day in which thou eatest thereof 
,thou shalt surely die." Death by sin, and so death hath passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned. It is of God's appointment: " It is 
,appointed unto men once to die an<l after <leath the judgment." There 
is a certainty about the matter. "I know (said Job) that Thou wilt 
brin" me to death, and to the house appointed for all living." All 
must become inhabitants of the grave-good and bad, ,old and young. 
Man's life is a stream runniug into death's devouring deeps. They who 
now live in palaces must quit them and go home to this house, and 
they who have not where to shelter their heads shall share in like man
ner. It is appointed for all by Him whose counsel shall stand. This 
appointment cannot be shifted, it is a law which mortals cannot 
transgress, and to which believers yield checrfnl obedience. He wonlu 
not live alway; but absent from the body and present with the Lord. 
Having a de~ire to llepart to be "'.ith Christ, which is far better. In 
prospect of death this was how our departed brother felt. 

In audressing you this evening we intend not to speak of death as a 
grim foe or frightful enemy, but as the kind messenger sent to fetch the 
-weary pilgTim home-our Heavenly Father's ferry boat, sent to bear ns 
over the waters of death to the shores of a blissful eternity. From the 
text announced we shall observe, 

I. An implietl willingness on the part of the believer to die. 
Eliphaz, after discanting upon the blessings of this life, comes tu 

·speak of the blessings of a godly man in death-a happy death is t.he. 
close oftemporal happiness and the beginning of eternal. "Thou shalt 
come to thy grave," &c. The expression denotes two things: first, ll 

-willingness and cheerfulness to die; thou shalt come, not dragge<l or 
hurried to thy grave, as of the rich foolish man-" This night shall thy 
soul be-required of thee"-but thou shalh come to thy grnve; thou shalt 
die quietly and smilingly. Without a pang our departed friend sweetly 
and smilingly breathed his life away into the hands of his ever-living 
Lord. Here we may ask a question, What is it that makes the saint 
willing to die, cheerfully to leave all things here below? BecLtnse he 
'believes his sins are atoµed for by Jesus, and this has been sealed home 
to his. soul by the power of the Holy Ghost. Because he feels safe in 
the arms of Jestis, no evil can befall him, death has lost its sting and 
the grave its victory. Because death cannot dissolve that glorious union 
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between Christ and believers. It is cemented by age and strengthened 
by death ; as in death Saul and Jonathan were not parted, so in death a 
believer and Christ are not separated, but more closely and firmly 
united ; nothing can separate between Christ and His people. The 
saint is willing- to die because of the bright prospects which lay beyond 
the confines of time. Up there in yonder glory world I have an in
heritance that is incorruptible, undefiled and fadeth not away. 

" There shall I see His face, 
And never, never sin; 

There from the rivers of Hie grace 
Drink endless pleasures in." 

Secondly, The expression implies honour and solemnity. Thou 
shalt come to thy grave honourably. This was said of Abijah, the son 
of Jeroboam, " He only shall come to his grave because in him is found 
some good thing toward the Lord God of Israel." Our departed brother 
was enabled honourably to maintain his position in the Church and in 
the world, and came to his grave as a living exemplification of that 
passage, " But the path of the just is as the shining light that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day." 

II. The state in which it is sai.d the righteous shall come to his grave, 
in full age. 

When viewed as having reference to Job it might be read thus, in an 
age when thou art full, full of estate, of wealth, of honour, which, when 
contrasted with his· present poverty, would be something marvellous. 
But we may take it as signifying fulness of days ; for it shall not be 
said of the righteous as of the wicked : " They live not out h.alf their 
days." What a number of young people die before their time, humanly 
speaking ; through habits of dissipation they are pushed into a prema
ture grave. Young men, flee from evil-every form of evil-go not in 
the way of the wicked, lest thou be consumed body and soul. 

Some interpret the phrase, in the strength of age,' in a lusty old age 
-a spring in autumn and a summer in winter-as "Moses, who died 
when he was 120 years old, yet was his eye not dim nor his natural 
strength abated;" like Abraham, who died at a good old age. Living 
to such a ripe old age may not be regarded as a token of His displeasure. 
Poor old grief.stricken Eli had this curse pronounced upon his family: 
"There shall not be an old man in thy family." What a grand and 
comely sight to see gray hairs, when they are found in the way of 
righitousness. They are as a crown of honour. Yet it is infinitely 
better to be full of grace than tc be full of days; but to be full of days 
and full of grace, too, what a venerable spectacle! and this we have in 
our beloved brother whose loss we mourn. He was full of years, full of 
faith, full of good works, full of the fruits of righteousness which are 
by Christ Jesus. His character was that of a Christian, and his creed
for he had one, and was not ashamed of it-was that of the Bible. The 
glorious doctrines of grace, which by many are kept in the back 
ground, were with a loving, living faith tenaciously held. We have an 
epitome of our brother's belief in Paul's words to the Church at Ephesus: 
"For by grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves : it 
is the gift of God : Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we 
are His workmanship, r.reated in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." 
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III. The eompMison "Like a shock of corn cometh in in his sea.Yon." 
When a young man dies he is as green corn. The Psalmist impre

,cates that some might be as the green corn. " Let them all be con
founded and turned back that hate Zion, let them be as the grass upon 
the house tops which withereth afore it grows up-wherewith the 
mower filleth not his hand nor he that bindeth sheaves his bosom." 
And Solomon, speaking of the end of the wicked, says, "Be not wicked 
oYer much, for why shouldest thou die before thy time?" No man can 
die before God's time, but he may die before his time; before the 
.strength of nature decays, before he is prepared to die. We can conceive 
.of nothing more awful than to die unprepared, unrenewed. Ponder this 
momentous truth, 0 my unconverted hearer, and the Lord give you 
grace to seek His face and find salvation in His Son Christ Jesus. But 
none of the Lord's people die either before His time or their's. They 
die when all God's will is accomplished and blessed; for they die in the 
Lord, that is, in union with Him, interested in Christ Jesus in such 
manner as to be justified and rendered eternally happy through Him
no condemnation, because in Christ. And our departed brother at times 
realized this and rejoiced in hope of the glory of God. Coming to the 
end of his pilgrimage he bore signs of spiritual maturity. Turning to the 
metaphor employed, we shall observe, 

1. Ripe corn bows its head and stoops lower than when it was in its 
green state ; this we have noticed in passing by a corn-field near harvest 
time. .The believer, ripe for glory, is very humble, self-denying, and no 
prayer suits him better than the one he uttered at the outset of 
his Christian life: "God be merciful to me a sinner." Paul had one 
foot in heaven when he called himself the chief of sinners and the least 
-0f saints. The Christian, in the progress of his knowledge and grace, is 
like a vessel cast into the sea, the more it fills the deeper it sinks. 
Those that went to study at Athens at first seemed to themselves to be 
wise men, afterwards only lovers of wisdom, after that only rhetoricians, 
such as could speak of wisdom, but knew little of it, and lastly,Jools in 
their own apprehension. It is thus with all who are brought into the 
school of Christ. Their pride and self-importance are put to the blush, 
and are laid low in the dust of conscious self-abasement. 

2. Ripe corn is more'solid and pithy than ever it was before; corn 
green is soft and spongy, but when ripe is substantial and weighty. So 
it is, we think, with the believer. The affections of a young Christian, 
perhaps, are more fervent and sprightly; but those of an advanced, 
,established Christian are more judicious and solid; their love to Christ 
.abounds more and more in all judgment. The limbs of our little ones 
.are more active and pliable, but as they grow up into life their parts 
will become more consolidated and firmly set. The old musician may 
not have such nimble fingers as in days gone by, but he has a well
.attuned ear and a sound judgment. All who knew our departed broth~r 
can bear testimony to the solidity of his judgment, the clearness of hIS 
•conceptions, and his unwavering determination to adhere to the truth: 

3. We have furthermore observed that when the corn was dead npe 
it would fall to the ground of its own accord, and thereby an_ticipate the 
reapers. This is not unlike the belieYer in his longings, lookmgs, groan
ings, hastenings for the "rest that remaineth for the people of God." 
"' Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." 'l'mly ourJbeloved brother, as a 
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trophy of sowreig11 mercy, has colne to his grave "like a shock of corn. 
in his season." His body, like the corn, has been deposited in the
gTmmd, there to await the resurrection of the just. His spirit is now 
before the throne, gazing with admiration and love upon Him whose
praises he sung below, and in whose service he ever delighted. A true 
brother, a kind friend, a judicious Church officer, and a g·ood inan has 
been taken away from us. Our loss we feel, but we rejoice to know it 
is eternal gain to him. The Lord sustain the heart of our dear sister,. 
the widow, and sanctify this bereaving dispensation to all the family. 

In solemn tones this event says to every one assembled here, " Be ye
also ready, for at such an hour as ye think not the Son of Man cometh." 
Eternity is at hand; the curtains of time are about to drop, to let fall 
upon us the realities of an eternal state-are we ready for the solemn 
change? Are we prepared to appear before the Judge of both quick 
and dead? "As the tree falls so it will lie." The reaping will corres
pond with the sowing: if to the flesh, it will be c01TUption; if to the 
spirit, it will be life everlasting. In all loving earnestness we again ask 
you, Are you prepared to die? Art thou born again? Broken in heart 
for sin, dost thou simply trust Jesus? build thy alone hope on His 
:finished work for salvation? Then it shall be well in time and through
out eternity. 

~'\.. Now, Thou blessed Spirit, without whose almighty power none can 
be"sa,ed, descend in all Thy life-giving energy, giving life to the dead, 
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, language to the dumb, salvation: 
to the ruined' 

"Now let Thy God-likl! power descend!" 

And to Father, Word, and Holy Ghost be all the glory! Amen. 

THE LAST YEAR OF MY LIFE ?-GOD KNOWETH. 

REAL friends will learn with some gladness that our sixty-ninth 
anniversary was a season which called forth much internal grati

tude, and tokens of Christian love abounded. We expect that excellent 
Christian penman, brother Winters, of W a.Ith am, will furnish a report. 
We commenced the seventieth year by a silent and solemn surrender 
of body, soul, and spirit, into the hands of our Lord God and Great. 
High Priest; praying most sincerely to be more and more filled with 
THE SPIRIT of holy life, of increasing love, of divine energy, of heavenly 
zeal for the manifested glory of Christ, and for continued, enlarged,. 
and unquestionable usefulness to Churches, to ministers, to saints and 
to sinners, if it be the will of the Triune Jehovah, whose we are, and 
whom alone we desire to serve. · And the promise, sealed home so 
intensely upon the heart, in Philip Smith's house, at Grittleton, Wilts, 
nearly twenty-five years since, came up as fresh as ever, "With long 
life will I satisfy him, and shew him My salvation." The issues of life 
and of death are alone with the eternal God. To His honour may we 
spend our few remaining days; and if our compassionate and merciful 
High Priest will as graciously receive us at last, as He did sovereignly 
shine and call us at the first, it will be blessed indeed. Many have
been our foes, because they knew nothing but what they heard ; or 
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because jealousy and envy moved their poor hearts. We pity and we 
pray for them. Thousands have been, and still are, our friends. May 
their friendship be well-founded and permanent. Of them we ask that 
when before the mercy-seat they come, when faith is going forth in 
effectual and in fervent prayers, that then they will remember the 
Editor of this widely-circulated Monthly Messenger; that in these 
days of latitudinarianism, of empty formalism, of cold, stiff, and un
comely Gospel Pharisaism, that in these our last days (be they few or 
many), our God may give us grace to contend more earnestly for the 
faith once delivered unto the saints. Amen and amen. 

After a short season of silent devotion, the following note, with 
several others, was put into our hand, and into our heart also. We 
know some will be pleased to find our blessed brother, Robert Banks, 
is still alive in Zion. He says :-

MR. C. W. BANKS.-MY VERY DEAR BROTHER,-! write now to ask 
you to insert in next month's issue the notice of the Anniversary of 
Egerton Fostall Baptist chapel, for Good Friday, the 26th day of March 
-the morning by myself, afternoon and evening by Mr. James Martin, 
of Meopham, near Gravesend. Tea as usual, 6d, Collection. 

I have not heard from you for a long time, only as I read about you 
in the VESSEL, by which I find you are still beating the bush; that' is, 
doing what you can to find out the whereabouts of some of the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel, or seeking to bring back some of the 
wanderers from the dark mountains of sin, to the Great Shepherd of 
the sheep. 

Well, there is no better work; and, I doubt not, you find it to be 
truly a work of labour and a work of love; for this alone is the life 
and reward of the Christian ministry. 

For now we live, says Paul, if ye stand fast in the Lord. All other 
payment is but the secondary part. The first and essential joy of the 
true pastor. May this be yours to enjoy shall be my prayer. This 
rejoiced the Master's heart amid all His sorrows, and rebuffs, and 
persecutions, and agony, and death; for He saw the travail of His 
soul, and it satisfied Him. His labour was not in vain, neither did He 
spend His strength for naught; neither shall it be of His true work
men. 

But, if I mistake not, this is the anniversary of your birth. That 
to-day you enter your seventieth year of your natural life. In looking 
back on the past sixty-nine years, when our dear mother was informed 
that a man-child was born unto her, up to the present moment, are we 
not surprised, and ready to exclaim, " What a speck of time I How 
rapid I " Surely, we say, it cannot be. But it is. And 0, what an 
intermediate that has filled np the space that lays between the two 
boundaries, the entrance upon the year 1806 and the year of 1875. 
None can know better than God and yourself, 

I, at this moment, can see you the printer's boy in Cranbrook 
Churchyard, and some of your companions; one in particular, Stephen 
Jenner, the blind man, whom I saw, about four years ago, sitting at his 
door, and who, though I had not seen him for very many years, 
knew my voice, and called me by name. Your visit to the Wesleyan 
chapel, yom· arrest by the powerful hand of God, the subsequent visit 
to Canterbury, where the Lord revealed Himself to you as the poor 
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sinner's Friend, then brought you to stand in the gate, both as a 
mouthpiece and a witness for Him, and since that time to the present, 
with but a short and painful interval, has enabled you to testify the 
same before very many thousands in this our still highly-favoured land. 
May we not say with the deepest humility and thankfulness, What 
bath God wrought ? · 

0, my brother, what shall I say under a review of all this? This 
will I say for thee, That the God of Jacob may be your continual 
Refuge, yea, your only one. That He would be pleased to spare your 
already lengthened life a little longer, for Christians' sake. That He 
would fill you with the fulness of Him that filleth all things. That He 
may bless you with continued strength of body and mind, and then 
gently take down the tent and bid you come up higher, prays you:r 
brother in Him, ROBERT. 

Canterbury, Feb. 9, 1875. 
Some others, expressing the usefulness of THE EARTHEN VESSEL, may 

be given. May it go through the Churches by tens of thousands with 
tidings of holy joy ! · 

BALM IN GILEAD. 

A S we are plunging into the north thi& winter morning, Feb. 16, 
1875, there is a glow of joy in that old verse, 

" How sweet the na.me of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ears, 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds 
.A.nd drives away his fee.re." · 

What maketh that name sweet ? That sweetness comes out of the 
realized participation of Paul's assertion, made to the one living Church 
of the eternal Jehovah:-"Ye are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God bath before ordained that ye sho~d 
walk in them." In that new creation, the Spirit of (}od openeth up ~he 
deep things of God, prepares the way of the LoI"p., and so revealeth 
Him, as to produce faith in Him, and hope and love towards Him, ~d 
from hence, Jesus is unto that new creation, that inner Jllan, · · · · · 

"A. sovereign balm for a.11 its wounds, · 
A cordial for its cares." 

.And as we are being shaken and rolled, and run into Shropshire, ~'\Vay 
from the killing cares of chapels,· congregations, and other things, it i!l ail 

Through tunnels, dark and long, 
O'er valleys, large and deep; 
We sing a silent song, 
And closer to Him creep, 

Seclusion ! silent separation from all the works and worries of this 
life ! Shut in a corner of an old Northerner, my soul says how delight
ful for quiet study is the ministry of Jesus Christ! So, leaving those 
searching questions, hinted at last month, we would catch up this one 
thought,-in every part of the Saviour's ministry there 'Was an im!llensity 
of beauty. 

To take the lowest step, there was a geographical beauty. The land 
of Judea itself was a pleasing type of the Church in the Gospel dispen
sation. Judea, the chosen part of the earth where God's people were, 
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where His wonders were wrought-where redemption's work was accom
plished-was a part of the earth made on purpose. A land of gardens, 
of olive-grounds, of vineyards, and corn-fields, with mountains on the 
one hand and the deep rolling sea on the other. How much the Bible 
saith of this divinely chosen land of Judea! In the selection of the land, 
does not the sovereignty of God shine forth 'most resplendently ? Our 
conviction is, that the Biblical study of the typical land of Judea would 
throw rays of light upon the Gospel dispensation. Let us come home 
more intently to the study of Christ's ministry. 

There was a personal beauty in the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Isaiah said, speaking of the blind enmity of the Jews respecting the 
person of the Son of God : "He hath no form nor comeliness : and when 
we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him ! " 

That was true of the Jews as a nation : that has been true of the 
heathens in all ages : it was true of us. 

·,,<\ There is ouly one medium through which beauty can be seen ; it is 
through the medium of love alone that beauty can be discovered. 

Man was originally made to love, serve, and honour God ; but Satan 
fetched poor man such a blow when he hurled him into the fall, that he 
has never seen properly since that dreadful and deadly calamity occurred; 
but even fallen men, or some of them, both see and admire the works of 
God in creation, and in the :fields of nature. The botanist, the geologist, 
the astronomer, and others, have their hearts so set on the different parts 
•Of creation that they spend their lives in the study of them. But 
loving believers sing, 

"God in the person of His Son 
Has all His mightiest works outdone." 

We have sometimes wondered how such a wife could have chosen 
such a husband; if the question was put to the said wife, her 
answer, in all good cases would be, "Because I loved him;" and when 
the Church.is asked, "What is thy Beloved more than another beloved, 
that Thou dost so charge us ? " the Church, with confidence and prompt
ness, answers, "My Beloved is white and ruddy; the chiefest among 
ten thousand, a:ii,d the altogether lovely ! " · 

Can the ministers of Christ, can the Churches of our Lord enter 
carefully, scripturally, spiritually, experimentally, into this richest study 
-either in Heaven above, or in the earth beneath ? If the sacred anoint
ing of the Holy Ghost can be discovered in any man's ministry, it must 
be in the heart and love of that man whose spirit has been baptized into 
the indescribable beauties, glories, and perfections of the Son of God. 
There may be thinking, brawling, preaching, and an immense amount 
of zealous working, where that choice mercy, of which Jesus spake to 
Peter, has never been known: "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona; for 
~esh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee ; but my Father which 
1n heaven." 

The other Sunday night some miller gathered two thousand people to
gether to hear (as his bills announced)" the Gospel of the grace of God." 
A Christian gentleman walked some distance to hear this London miller. 
The· description the gentleman gave of the mixed-up twaddle, tales, 
anecdotes, "furious preaching," &c., shall not be wTitten down here. 
Let us, in these days of presumptive effort, seek to climb the higher 
mount of contemplation upon the beauties of Jesus, for they are neither 
few nor small. 
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There was a varied beauty and a beauty of beneficence in the 
ministry of the incarnate God. But we are near Shrewsbury. Where 
may a drop of this heavenly balm from the tree of life flow into my 
soul in this northern city; my Lord knoweth my soul is on the wing of 
faith and desire. May the Lord be glorified here, prays C. W. B. 

SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
"ilfv head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night."

Cant. v. ·2. 

TWO things are here spoken of. First, The Blessing, " dew;" and 
secondly, The Season, "night." 

We ofte1: hear of " the eternal fitness of things," but we neyer s~ 
so much of 1t anywhere as we do in God's blessed Word and m His 
gracious dealings with His loved and deeply exercised family. 

These two things are inseparable, and hence, whenever " dew" is 
spoken of, it supposes darkness or night, and these seasons in Scripture, 
mean sorrow, trial, suffering, and temptation, more or less severe. 

The words are generally considered as addressed to the Church by 
Christ, and may fitly show His rising from the tomb. What a night 
of agony and shame had He passed through ! What a depth of 
meaning there is in these words, "He then having received the sop
went immediately out and it was night." 

" Came at length the dreadful night; 
Vengeance with its iron rod 

Stood, and with collected might 
Druised the harmless Son of God. 

See, my soul, thy Saviour see, 
Grovelling in Gethsemane." 

What an unutterably dreadful and dark season of sorrow! And yet 
Jesus appears with a blessing upon the morning of the third day: 
" Peace be unto yon." What an unspeakable blessing there was in 
that" night" for the Church! "Peace be unto yon" was the blessing 
" the same day at evening," " and when He had so said, He showed 
them His hands and His eide." " Open to Me My sister, My spouse, 
for My head is filled with dew, and My locks with the drops of the 
night." God's mercy is seasonabw mercy, so Jacob proved it (Gen. 
xxxii. 24-30), and God's promises will be fulfilled in a seasonable 
time; and rest assured that the sweet promise, " I will be as the dew 
unto Israel " will not be fulfilled out of its season. It will be realised 
"in the night seasons" (Psa. xvi. 7). Your reins will then instruct 
you, and if that was the time of the special aggravation of your 
misery (Psa. lxxii. 2), still, "He giveth songs in the night" (Job 
xxxv. 10), and yon will "call it to remembrance" (Psa. lxxvii. 6) and 
follow the example of Psa. cxix. 55. All our Father's gifts are 
precious because they are so appropriate. If you have to pass through 
a dark season, you shall have a suitable blessing, for to the sanctified 
in Christ Jesus, even the night bas its "drop11," and these drops of dew 
begotten bv Israel's God (Job xxxviii. 28), cover angel's food for the 
weary ones ·upon the face of the wilderness. "By His knowledge,"-super
intendency, arranging and wonder-working kn<Jw!edge,-the clouds, yes, 
the clouds, however dark and threatening, "drop drown the dew" (Prov. 
iii. 20 J. "The King's wrath is as the roaring of a lion, but His favour 
is as dew upon the grass" (Prov. xix. 12). R. RUFFELL. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

WE feel a pleasure in noticing that the As an angel from heaven George White-
late William Garrarcl's Reminiscences field did fly; 
(printed and published by R. Banks) is The Son of the Father be lifted on high. 
highly appreciated by the Churches and The Spirit of God cloth'd the Gospel with 
friends of truth in the !;'resent day. It power, 
is no fiction; it is the life of a man whom And pour'd upon thousands a life-giving 
Goel "caused to pass under the rod that shower. 
He might pring him into the bond of the Blessed be God, He has never left Him
covenant." Like the late James Osborne, self without living witnesses in the earth; 

. of Baltimore, William Garrard, of although such Obrist-like, self-sacrificing 
Leicester, was killed to himself by the men, as Whitefield was, are few and far 
application of the holy law of God unto between. 
his conscience, and, like that author of The interleaved edition of The Baptist 
The Lawjul Captive· Delivered, William Almanack (R. Banks) is useful to note 
Garrard was led into the spiritual and down ministerial engagements, or as a 
happy liberty of the Gospel of Christ. diary for all Christians. The two-penny 
"The Watchman on the Walls" was the edition is as cheap and as useful as any 
mo8t beloved where and by whom he was literary companion we are acquainted 
most known. His bereaved widow adores with. 
his memory ; her hea'rt treasures up every Seventeen False Rests Short of the 
rword he spoke; she follows him now in Spiritual Coming to Chris,t is a small 
every step he took, and her only consola- volume well suited to, and really re
tion is found in the double reality, that quired by, the times we Jive in. We won
her husband practically illustrated Paul's der at the speed with which they make 
highest expression "For me to live is Christians-or people who profess to have 
Christ "-and that now he is proving thus found peace-in these times. Certain it 
"to die is gain." The life of the "Watch- is that multitudes have, during the last 
man on the Walls" will be a standard for twenty years, heard many parts of the 
ages yet to come. true-or counterfeits of the real-Gospel 

The Moor.fields' Preacher: some account of the grace of God. ,Vbat hosts of 
of the Life and Labours of Geo. Whitefield. tabernacles, temples, balls, churches, 
This neat little volume, issued by S. W. chapels, and meeting-rooms have been 
Partridge & Co., is a kind of express train erected and filled with overflowing masses 
run through the career of one of the most of the people! But whether our new 
succesful evangelists ever known, either in evangelists and revivalists would stand 
this country or the United States. John I the tests-the exposure of false coverings 
Bunyan and Geo. Whitefield were two and of delusive resting-places, which good 
Gospel giants of the past ages; but their old Robert Wilkinson discovers in thi3 
works are immortal; their names, and volum&--->is a serious question. We wish 
their labours for Christ and His Church C. H. Spurgeon would direct all his 
will be remembered, not in time only, but students to read it. ,Ve wish Hy. Varley 
in the countless ages of eternity. White- would closely examine it. It would do Mr. 
field's preaching and Bunyan's writings Moody no harm to study it with care for 
have driven the roots of divine truth a month or two ; yea, all the notorious 
deeply into the bowels of the earth, and fiddlers, fighters, weavers, and wonderful 
such amazing loads of fruit have resulted workers in the camps of free-willers might 
tberefrom as to render it impossible for derive much sober thought., and be led to 
all the scientific, philosophic, or artificial great heart-searchings, by the contents of 
pulpit-actors in the world to destroy the this Phinebas-piercer, this divider between 
blessings thereby showered clown upon the those so-called religionists of the fleah, 
sons of men. This new edition of the and those who have the Spirit of Christ 
leading foots of Whitefield's rapid race within them. Such men as Booth, Char
is better suited to the bustling times of rington, Barnardo, and many others may 
our day tho.n the more elaborate memo- do a great work in moralising many of 
rials of the Gloucester missionary. Iso.ac ! the fallen sons and daughters of 
Beeman, of Cranbrook, wo.s wont to say, I misery; so far they are benefactors and 
he thought George Whitefield was the I worthy of all honour. From the Earl of 
angel which John saw flying in the midst I Shaftesbury down to the costermonger 
of heaven, hadng the everlasting Gospel I missionary in the dens of poverty and 
to preach unto them that dwell on the · vice, we are persuaded a large army of 
earth; but that is not the thought of ! moral reformers are aiming to achieve a 
many in these times. Still, victory over the powers of darkness, 
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which is praisewo1·thy, and commands our 
esteem; but if they set themselves up as 
the ministers of Christ to co11ve1·t the 
people to a fitness for glory, while they 
themselves know not the Christ uf God, 
nor the saving faith of God's elect, then 
-if they throw the result of the Redeem
er's work upon the free-will acceptance of 
the poor, ignorant, and unregenerated 
sinner~they tread on 8olemn ground and 
fearfully approach that awfnl enterprise 
the Saviour denounced, when he cried out, 
""\Voe unto yon, Scribes and Pharieees, 
hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land 
to make one proselyte, and when he is 
made ye make him two-fold the child of 
hell than yourselves!" .A.wfal work this! 
May we all have the living, Christ-reveal
ing, soul-saving, truth sanctifying Spirit 
of God in our souls! Then we shall 
neither deceive ourselves nor any of our 
fellow-men. 

That destructive railway calamity near 
Oxford is shewn up in The Pictorial World, 
whereby you seem to realise the scenes 
and sufferings of the wreck and passen
gers to a heart-breaking degree. On the 
seas, on the shores, in the cities, and on 
lines, Death has lately had such a 
frightful commission as to lead us often 
to fear Satan has come up with great 

'vengeance, knowing his time is short, and 
his triumphs nearly at an end. The 
ancient and modern wonders of these 
lowlands are all set before you with artis
tical and typographical beauty in The 
Pictorial World-the master-piece of the 
printing establishment of Messrs. W. H. 
&. L. Collingridge. Even the ejectment 
of the " Shakers "is vividly brought home 
to youf view. How such a volume of 
illustrations, of letter-press, and of first
class writing, as the monthly part com
prises, can be produced for the small 
sum of three-pence, is to us astonishing. 

The Sword and Trowel for Feb. gives 
hints of Mr. C. H. Spurgeon's severe 
illness; but his winter retreat in Men
tone-to which he hoped to fly-is so 
health-restoring and strength-creating, 
that we all pray he may soon be perma
nently restored. We are not of the same 
spirit as was a sage member of a Church 
in Kent the other day, who quite de
nounced his minister because the poor 
preacher had publicly dared to hope C. 
H. R. was a good man. We are often 
pained to witness the dividing and de
clining of our Churches in different parts 
of the land, arising out of the erection 
of Open Communion Baptist Churches, 
and the determined efforts of students 
and young pastors to draw off all the 
young people from the places where their 
fathers had worshipped. But even these 

enterprising movements should only tend 
to stir up our Churches to more intense 
devotion, to more united prayer, to many 
more zealous aggressive movements in 
the different localities where their 
Churches aro placed. Mr. Moody told 
the ministers, when defending his posi
tion, that it was a just axiom-" .A. lie 
will run round the globe before truth can 
put her boots on." Even so; plau
sible errors and flesh-pleasing religions 
will carry the whole world before them 
for a time ; but "all flesh is grass;" it 
flourishes for a while, then withers and 
dies; while truth, the eternal Word of 
God, liveth and abideth for ever. Sword 
and Trowel gives some wood-cuts from 
an ancient edition of Pilgrim's Progress. 
One verse, at the bottom of the picture, 
which represents Master Worldly-Wise
man meeting and advising with Christian, 
correctly describeth the lessons we have 
bought very dearly• the l~st few years:-
" When Ch11atlans 1mto carnal men give ear, 
Out of their way they go, and pay for 't dear ; 
For Master W01·Idly-Wlseman can but show 
A saint the way to bondage and to woe." 

The Christian Standard tells us that 
Capel Molyneux is supposed to be sink
ing into death. Almost every day some 
good minister is laid by or called away. 
Who will fill up these vacant places we 
cannot imagine. All we read and hear, 
with few exceptions, is superficial and 
shallow. Scarlet-dyed Roman Catholi
oism is in the Church of England in the 
centre of London's great city, and it is 
spreading in all parts of the country. Mr. 
James Grant also assures us that Ra
tionalism is progressing most fearfully 
amongst Nonconformists. Semi-infidelity 
is the poison flowing from the pulpits, 
while so blinded are the people that they 
think they have heard the Word of God. 
Here is a thundering peal of terrible truth 
given forth by the Editor of The Christian 
Standard. He says,-

" Rationalism scarcely recognises the 
existence of sin at all. It only condemns 
gross outward acts of iniquity, as if there 
were no other sins. Sins of the heart, or 
secret sins of any kind, are never men
tioned, much less denounced, in tho pulpit 
ministrations of these preachers. Their 
sermons consiet of mere platitudes, ex
tolling a vague morality. Tho Trinity, 
the Divinity of Christ, His Atonement, 
the Personality, and work of the Holy 
Spirit aro doctrines which are not only 
never mentioned in their sermons, but 
they are not believed by hundreds on 
hundreds of those who occupy our pul
pits." 

Bitterly have we proved the truth of 
all this, even in the ministrations of the 
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rising men of our day ; and the leading 
men in our Churches choose either a low, 
corrupt experience, or a rationalistic, 
speculative theory of well-spun and 
rapidly-advanced flourishing of rhetoric 
instead of the Gospel. Brethren, let us 
band together in agonizing cries to God, 
and warnings to the people; or we shall 
be accounted by the Master as dumb dogs, 
blind watchmen, unfaithful stewards, and 
shall experience more than ever the 
absence of the Spirit of life and holy 
power in the midst of our Churches. 
While we have life, health, strength, and 
the providence of God opening doors for 
us, we will never cease to declare the 
whole counsel of God, so far as that 
counsel has been made known unto us. 
The ministers and deacons of our 
Churches have, for many years, done 
their utmost to shut us up in obscurity; 
but, ten thousand praises unto our com
passionate High Priest, He has never 
left us to be silent yet. 

"We Jove the Incarnate Mystery; 
'Tis there we .flx our 'trust.'' 

A Triune God knoweth our heart. Love, 
grace and holy power preserve and qualify 
us for the abundance of work our 
Master giveth us to do in the little 
valleys on the borders of Mount Zion. 

The Rock pours forth strong criticisms 
on Gladstone and Dr. Manning. Every
where there are political, evangelical, and 
Ritual up-heavings. There are conten
tions for Churches, and ceremonies ; . for 
schools and colleges, for societies and 
sovereigns; but who contends for the 
truth of Christ and His Gospel? To all 
godly and gracious workmen, The Rock 
says:-

" Finish thy work, the time is short, 
The sun is in the west; 

The night is coming down: till then 
Think not of rest. 

Yes, finish all thy work, then rest; 
Till then rest never: 

The rest prepo.red tor thee o.bove 
Is rest for ever. 

Finish thy work, then wipe thy brow, 
Ungird thee from thy toil-

Take breath, and from each weary limb 
Sho.ke off the soil. 

Finish thy work, then go In peace
Life's battle fought o.nd won, 

Hear from the throne the Master's voice, 
~ Well clone! well done!' 

Finish thy work, then take thy harp, 
Give praise to Ood a.hove; 

Sing o. new song of mighty joy 
And endless Jove. 

Give the.nits to Him who held thee up 
In all thy po.th below, 

Who me.de thee faithful unto clee.th, 
And crowns thee now."' 

"The Dangers of the Deep," in Old 
Jonathan, are related with startling pic
tures and painful tales. How little we 

know of the dit.ngers and deaths of those 
who on the seas are thrown! 

Mr. Gladstone, as a worshipper, is pho
tographed in The Anti-Papal-League 
Magazine, which, in a literary point of 
view, is one of the biggest guns on our 
trembling bulwarks. 

From the good olcl Gospel Magazine we 
take a few lines for Cheering Words on 
"Street Thoughts." None but those who 
lovingly think of the Lord's name, and 
meclitate on His Word, can know the 
blessedness of pushing through the crowds 
ancl dangers of London's large city with 
their thoughts ploughing into the deep 
meaning of some precious word which 
the Spirit has dropped gently into the 
soul. For more than thirty years we 
have walked through thousands of people 
in happy contemplation on the Word. 
Mr. Doudney seeks to carefully pocket all 
he picks up as, in Bristol or Bedminster, 
he travels on his errands of mercy ; then 
carefully empties all out into his Gospel 
Magazine, that others may with him 
rejoice. 

The Protestant Evangelical Mission 
still sends forth its 1lfonthly Record, 
edited by that ironclad veteran, Robert 
Steele, Esq., whose offices are at 5, 
Racquet court, Fleet street, and whose 
issues have now, for many years, rendered 
good service to the Protestant cause in 
England. Rich Protestants should aid 
the Society. It aims at the preservation 
of British liberty. 

Memorials of the Life and Letters of Mr. 
Geo. Wright, of Beccles, is a telescope of 
some power, giving us to look right into 
the heart, the experience, the life, the 
ministry, and the end of a man of God, 
who "adorned" the doctrines of the 
Gospel in a long and useful life. Elliot 
Stock is the publisher; S. X. Bland is the 
compiler. In every sense the work is 
well clone. 

The Sabbath Recorder comes across the 
Atlantic to blow upon our Sunday, and 
to set up the seventh-day .Baptists. One 
Church is formed. 

Mr. Flack's Christian Pathway, No. 12, 
cai-ries us back full twenty-five years, 
when he was orclained at Sutton, Ely, by 
the late John Foreman, Ja.mes Wells, 
Aldiss, &c., all of whom havo long since 
left this worlcl. Mr. Flack has changes 
seen; yet upheld by God he's been. 

Scottish Baptiat Magazine has just com
menced its career, being conducted and 
issued with good ability, and very cheap. 
We are nowhere in Scotland yet. Good 
old John Knox sent some hard stones at 
us, from which we have not recovered. 

We must leave manr books, papers, 
letters, &c., unnoticed this month. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
SPECIAL PRAYER MEETING AT THE SURREY TABERNACLE. 

On Monday evening, Feb. 15, a meeting 
of a special character, was held at the Sm·rev 
Tabernacle, Wansey street, Walwortli. 
Previous to the meeting in the chapel 
between three and fo11r hundred meinbe~ 
of the Church and congregation took tea 
together. 

At seven o'clock the deacons came on to 
the platform, Mr. ll{ead taking the centre 
chair, and having on his right, Messrs. 
Lawrence, Boulden and Carr; and on his 
left, Messrs. Beach, Rundell and Pelis. The 
body of the cha:pel was by this time well 
filled. 

The seFice was opened by Mr. Beach 
reading, and the people singing, 

"Dear Jesus! Zion's holy King! 
Enter .vith all Thy train ; 

And here Thy choicest blessings bring 
And long may they remain." ' 

Mr. Mead made some remarks as to the 
o~ject they had in view in meeting together. 
Smee their . late pastor's death, no special 
prayer meeting had been held .. There was 
t,he regular weekly prayer meeting every 
Monday evening in the large vestry ; 
but the gathering on this occasion was 
of a special character, having a particular 
object in view. Several of the friends 
had expressed a desire that such a service 
should be held ; and the deacons, ever 
anxious to carry out the wishes of the 
Church, had called this special prayer meet
ing, the ohject of which was to cry unto the 
Lord to regard them as a Church and people 
under their present circumstances, and if it 
was His divine will, to send unto them an un
der shepherd, who should go in and out before 
the people dispensing to them the words of 
eternal life. Whenever the Lord laid it upon 
the heart either of an individual Christian, 
or a Church collectively, to seek earnestly 
by prayer and supplication for any special 
blessing, so sure would that blessing be 
realised sooner or later. Mr. Mead after
wards read and expounded the 133rd Psalm
" Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity." 

An aged brother then supplicated the 
throne of grace. 

Mr. Albert Boulden asked the congregation 
to sing, 
"AJ"Jse. 0 King of grace, arise! 

And enter to Tb y rest! 
Lo I Tby Church waits with longing eyes 

Tb us to be owned and bleat.'' 
After the singing, prayer was again offered, 

in which the Lord was asked to send to their 
midst an under shepherd, who should leed 
them with the bread of Jile, with freshness 
and vigour, such as was realised under the 
ministrations of "their late dear pastor." 

Very appropriately following this prayer 
was the verse which Mr. Rundell gave out 
-expressive of the sph-itual need of the 
Church, and the Lord's mindfulness of such 

n_eed in supplying the s 1me in His own 
time and way :-
" When we hunger, Thou wilt feed us; 

Manna shall our camp surround · 
Faint aml weary, Thou wilt lead~ •• 

Streams shall from the rock abound. 
Happy Israel I . 

What a Saviour thou hast found." 
After prayer, l\Ir. Boulden read the 12bt 

Psalm-" I will lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills, from whence cometh my help "
interspersing the reading with some spiritual 
and appropriate observations. 

Supplication Willi again made, and Mr. 
Polls gave out a verse or two followed by 
other brethren in prayer. ' 

Then Mr. Thomas Carr read a short Psalm 
upon which be dilated with a freedom and 
fluency that displayed a mind and an ability 
for speaking of " thin11:s touching the King:" 

Mr. Holden and Mr. Clinch further ad
dressed the throne of grace-reviewing the 
mercies the Church there had been the 
recipient of for many years and very 
earnestly asking for a pastor t~ be sent to 
them-one who should feed them with 1• the 
finest of the wheat." 

Altogether, ten brethren very simply but 
with much feeling, "sought the Lord by 
prayer; " three short portions of Scripture 
were read and expounded; and eight or nine 
times praise was offered ; the whole service 
-together with a few openin~ and closing 
remarks-being brought within two hours. 
There was an appropriateness and harmony 
in the prayer offered, the Scriptures read, 
and the verses sung, that was very pleasing 
to observe; and manv fully endorsed the 
sentiments expressed from the platform in 
closing the meeting, that " the spirit of 
prayer" had been realized during the service. 
We were also gratified to bear the remarks 
that were made of gratitude to the Lord for 
the services of the many ministers who had 
supplied the pulpit since the death of Mr. 
Wells. 

" Praise God from whom all blessings flow" 
was then sung, and, after prayer, the service 
was brought to a close. 

DEATH OF lllR. JOSEPH THRIFT. 
DEAR SIR,-Will you kindly insert the 

death of our esJeemed and beloved pastor, 
Mr. Joseph Tl11'1ft, of Bethel chapel, Lavina 
fl.TOVe, Wharfdale road, near King's cross? 
Mr. Thrift was baptized by Mr.James Wells, 
with whom he was a member for some years. 
He has been our pastor for the Inst sixteen 
year•, and has preached the Gospel free of nil 
charge to the Church. This cnu•e is a part 
of the one formerly meeting in Chapel street 
Somero town. The chapel being heavily 
mortgaged, and the Church unable to redeem 
it, it was sold to Mr. Wilcoxon, who 
preached in it for II short time, and then sold 
it to the Chu1·ch of England, by whom it is 
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now used as a ragged school. The Church 
meeting in Avenue chapel, Great College 
stl'eet, ond the one in Milton hall, under Mr. 
Gonder ; also the one lo Great Camden street, 
under Mr. We~!>., were formerly a part of 
this Church. we fitted the school room up 
and used it as our place of meeting, but 
afterwards sold it to those that bought the 
chapel, and with the money, and what we 
collected, built our present little Bethel, 
which will accommodate about 150. We 
bave over 80 children in our Sunday school. 
The lease bas to run about fifty years, at a 
tl'l'ound rent of .£10 ; we have no debt, and it 
JS a warm and comfortable little chapel. It 
was opened by our aged brother Milner, 
abQut twelve years ogo. If you know any 
one in the locality of the same mind and 
feeling, and having the love of poor sinners 
supremely at heart as our late pastor, perhaps 
be might be induced to pay us a visit and 
lend us a helping hand, for it would be a 
matter of deep regret to see the little chapel 
lost and the Church scattered. 

Our beloved pastor was called home on 
Wednesday, December 9, after a brief illness 
of five days. His long and trying affliction 
of asthma and heart disease was greatly 
aggravated and increased by the excessive 
cold and foggy weather which he ventured 
through for the love he bore to his Saviour 
and His family. His last expressions were 
those of gratitude for all his Father's mercy 
and favours, and strong confidence that all 
was well arranged by bis heavenly Father 
for the future. He asked for a little sleep, 
and we believe while under its influence his 
Father received him unto Himself. 

His remains were interred in Islington 
cemetery, Fiochley, on Tuesday, February 
16, by our brother Flack, amidst his sorrow
ing family, Church and congregation, who 
met there in large numbers on the occasion, 
though the cold was most intense. May 
our prayer be, "Let me live the life of the 
rij\'hteous, that my last end may be like 
HIS." C. GREEN. 

155 Hungerford road, Camden road, 
Feb. 19, 1875. 

LEICESTER.-NEWARK STREET 
CHAPEL.-The pulpit in this place was 
occupied by Mr. R. Bax, of St. Neots, on 
the second Sabbath in February, and on the 
Monday evening following, there being a 
good congregation on each occasion. Grace 
aml gold ore important elements in every 
cause of truth, but something more is 
required to make a prosperous and happy 
Church and people, viz., the blessing of God1 
and the pl'acticals of godline&S, in every gooo 
word and work. God works by means, and, 
to use the sound and sensible observations of 
the esteemed editor of "The Sower," "The 
abettors of errors industriously sow their 
tares; lovers of ti•uth, witb equal or greater 
industry, should sow the truth which shall 
not return void." The Lord give them for 
pastor a man of truth, kindness, zeal, and 
mtelligence. In a large town like Leicester 
there Is a wide field for earnest labour, and 
when It la remembered that at least a third 

of the one hundred thousand inhabitants 
never enter a place of worship, it will at 
once be seen what fine opportunities there 
are for sowing the truth. Oh, that the Lord 
would raise up a number of men having the 
burning zeal of a Whitefield, the deep godli
ness ot an Owen, and the steadfastness and 
consistency of a Gill. Where, where are 
the " men of might" and the "glory of 
the Churches?" Oh, that every one felt as 
did the beloved Apostle Paul, who said," For 
the lo'l"e of Christ coostraioeth us." 0 
Christian ! these are the words of your 
Master: " Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God," &c. 

THE LATE MR. KERSHAW'S 
CHURCH. 

THE PARAGRAPH PUl!LISHED IN DEC. 
No. 011 "GOSPEL STANDARD" FOR 1874. 

DEAR FRIEND c. w. BANKs,-As the 
report despatched to the Churches through 
the instrumentality of the "Gospel Stan
dard" has brought several enquiries from 
friends at a distance to me and others, I 
hope, in the spirit of justice, you will pub
lish in the " Vessel ' the following observa
tions. There are three assertions con taioed 
in it which it is necessary carefully to con
sider:-

First, That the Church worshipping at 
the Public hall, Rochdale, bas no riglit to 
consider itself the Church of our late beloved 
pastor. Strictly and critically speaking it 
has not; neither has the Church remaining 
at Hope chapel any ju~t claim to that title, 
because both of them are only part of the old 
Church. But when they say they are Mr. 
Kershaw's Church worshipping at the Public 
hall, it is plain and easy enough to be under
stood that only that part is intended which 
really worships at the Public ball; therefore, 
the name they have adopted is quite as 
accurate as any by which the Editor of the 
"Standard" can designate the Church at 
Hope chapel, without a circumlocution of 
language that he Is by no means carelul to 
attend unto. But if the faith, disposition, 
and walk of our old minister are set up as 11 
test, they have nothing to fear, for the 
ruling spirits who dictate to the remaining 
Churcb are as unlike Mr. Kershaw as light 
is unlike darkness. With these few plain 
remarks I bid adieu to this cynical cavil as 
utterly unworthy of any one occupying tl1e 
position of a teacher of any body of profess
ing Christians. 

llecood, That we have swel'ved from the 
faith and denied the eternal Sonship of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. I have been absent but 
a few Sabbaths since this cause of God and 
truth was opened. I have beard every min
ister, but I never yet heard one· ol them 
make any declaration nflirmiog the truth of 
that doctrine or of non chastisement. I have 
enquired. of the deacons, members of the 
Church, and of the congregations, and can 
find none that have swerved from the doc
trines they held while at Hopa chapel, and I 
am sure that the report of the " Standard" 
cannot be proved. I believe the Editor has 
been requested to permit the Church to con-
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tradict the st11.tement or give an explanation, 
but he has refused. 

Third, As to our confidence it is nearly de
stroyed. " By their fruits shall ye know 
them ; " not by their good or b11.d intentions. 
The Church would not have troubled them
selves about the" Standard," had it let theni 
alone ; but it is sometimes necessary to speak 
the truth, however painful. It is a great 
blessing that salvation is not in the care of 
editors, nor under the control of parsons. 
Ha'<'ing a gracious and merciful God to do 
with, and an open Bible to guide them, the 
Church may afford to dispense with all 
periodicals who would injure the character 
of one of the Churches of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

I have written this at the request of the 
deacons and members of the Church and 
con!!Tegation, in the interest of truth, and, 
I hope, in the honour of encouraging obedi
ence to the practical precepts of the Gospel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

BENJAMIN HORBURY. 

SAINT NEOTS, HUNTS.-On Lord's
day, February 14, during the absence of our 
pastor (Mr. R. Bax), Mr. W. J. Styles, of 
Islington, occupied the pulpit, and preached 
three ex('ellent sermons to attentive and 
appreciative congregations, minister and 
people being alike happy in the delightful 
service of a Triune-Jehovah. We have been 
more than gratified with the spiritual and 
luminous ministrations of this godly and 
scholarly preacher of the precious Gospel of 
our dear Lord Jesus Christ. Sanctified 
learning is sometimes more than an " adorn
ing," it is a precious gift from heaven, 
designed for the service and edification of the 
Church of God ; and well would it be if all 
"lovers ot truth" were to view these things 
in such a light. The times are ominous, and 
we need men of power that can handle both 
the " sword " and the pen against the 
adversaries of the Lord. We therefore 
greatlv rejoice in having in our Churches 
a brother both learned and godly. On the 
Tuesday following we had a large company 
to partake of the " social cup," followed by 
a lecture of rare merit, on William Cowper, 
of Olney, delivered by Mr. Styles, in the 
chapel. The lecturer appeared in his very 
best style, being greatly encouraged by the 
large intelligent, and sympathetic audience. 
Verv' beautiful and touching were some 
portions of the lecture, interesting t? !Ill, 
charming to the cultured, and ed1fymg 
to the godly. Such a beautiful piece of 
literary and spiritual composition ought to 
be given to all the Churches and Sunday 
schools of the land. 

A WORD TO THE MEMBERS OF 
OUR CHURCHES. 

John Lindsey closes hid " Peep and a 
Protest" with the following solemn words:-

" We prote~t against the indifference with 
which lovers of free graee treat the services 
of God's house. We often allude to this 
matter, for it is painful to us. The days in 
which we live are most ominous; impending 

tribulation is certain ; the npostacy Is ap
parent; and now if ever tl1is solemn injunc
tion should be heeded by us, ' Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another; and so much the more~ as ye see 
the day approaching' (Heb. x. 251. But in 
l1ow many instances is this exhortation 
slighted! What trivial things are allowed 
to he obstacles in the way of Tovers of a free 
grace Gospel going to hear that Gospel pro
claimed ; and what flimsy excuses are put 
forth as reasons for being absent from a 
GDRpel feast. What conscience very often 
says we do not know; but if it is a living 
conscience it will have something to say; for 
God will not be slighted in this way. And 
what the growth in grace of such careless 
souls Is we do not know; but we pre.sume 
they are more like the mountains of Gilboa 
than the heights of Zion. 0 that the Lord 
would stir His people up to a greater dili
gence in these things; awaken them indeed 
to their own spiritual interests, and cause 
them for their own soul's sake and for His 
honour to make everything subservient to 
their seeking the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness. And now, brethren in the 
Lord, let us betake ourselves to the mercy. 
seat, the blessed Spirit cause us to feel His 
divine influence leading us there, and there 
let us examine ourselves, and pray that we 
be found clothed in the Spirit as well as in 
the doctrine of Christ; that so in no way it 
may be said of us that we have only the name 
of Christ, but that it may be His bread we 
eat, His apparel we wear, His Spirit ·we 
manifest, and His praises we show forth in 
our lives upon earth. May God grant it for 
Christ's sake. Amen." 

SHREWSBURY.-Thls ancient borough 
town has, in its time, been famous for its 
maintenance of New Testament principles 
anrl ordinances in connection with the true 
worship of our God and Saviour the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth 
and love. During our own time, such 
brethren as George Arnsby, William Haw
kins, James Smith, Timothy Baugh, George 
Wyard, jµn,, Manning, and others have 
successively preached unto the people the 
Word of God, and, at one time, there was an 
united and happy Church growing in the 
spirit and order as given by the Great Mos
ter and his first apostles. But, by degrees, 
through the ministry of one pastor, the 
element of duty-faith crept in. It ultimately 
broke up and scattered the Church. Wan
dering upon the dark mountains the poor 
sheep have been for a long time. As regards 
the Baptists, Shrewsbury now presents a 
painful si~ht. Its history might be reviewed 
as a warnmg to other Churches. With about 
30,000 souls in its bll.l!om, you can only find 
one small company meeting in the Forester's 
ball, under the ministry of Mr. Lloyd, who 
is a blessing to those who hear him, and of 
whose ministry, of the other fragments of 
so-called Baptist Churches, ot our visit and 
efforts there, we are writing a chapter or two 
for some future number. 
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THE OLD WILLINGHAM BAPTISTS. 
Cambridge, Saturday, January 30, 1875. 

-Left home for Willingham, in Cambs, this 
fh:1e winter's morning. No special message 
lays in my soul; no whisper of the Spirit ; 
except that this word rolled over me last 
evemng, " But, by the grace of God, I am 
what I am," &c. So did this, "So neither 
is he that planteth anything, neither he that 
watereth, but God that giveth the increa.~e." 
The1·e is variety in the ministry, a nullity 
with it when it is alone; hut no reasonable 
planter expects fruit directly ; therefore, he 
must be faithful and careful in planting, and 
patiently wait on God; so the waterer may 
pour out his soul in prayer and preaching, 
and rest assured in God's good time the fruits 
will appear. . 

In the course of last night I had a tender 
tl!.ought or two upon the living Christian's 
love to the Lord, and his appeal to Jesus, 
"Tell me, 0 Thou, whom my soul loveth," 
&c. See here-
. I. The choicest and safest of all the graces 

-" Thou whom my soul loveth." 
II. The earnest request-" Tell me where 

Thou feedest." 
III. Look at her argument-" For why 

should I be as one that turneth aside? " 
Thus, some words are with me. Lord 

come, I pray, and help and use me, then shali 
I hope to prai~e Thy Name. 

Oakington, Tuesdav morning, February 
2, 1875. - Through· all the services at 
Willingham I gently have been led, and as 
the strength was needed, my mind was sweetly 
.fed. 

The criticisms of a village life are often 
most severe ; yea, cruel and mischievous. 
As I could not sleep last night I ventured to 
propound a cure for these disturbing in
.firmities, which cure consisteth of the 
following seven precious ingredients:-

Fil'st, Let every man mind his own 
business. 

Second, Let every woman carefully attend 
-unto her own household. . 

Third, Let all diligently read the blessed 
Book of God. 
. Fourth, Earnestly by grace, seek ye, at all 

tim~s, the light and unction of the Holy Spirit. 
FIith, Be it thy concern in everything 

by prayer and supplication to make thy re
.quests known unto God. 

,Sixth, To live a life of faith upon the Son 
ho God, put forth all the endeavours of thy 

eaven-born soul. 
Last, Climb, if p=ible, that happy 

va_ntage ground of holy bliss, wherein Paul 
fcned out, " He loved me, and gave Himself 
or me." 

r~e!'" seven works of grace make up the 
C_hr1~/1~n•ij daily portion; and if, with these 
hl8 hie 1s favoured, they will sweeten time
llOrrowsi,and help him on his way. 
:a.tarn_ ridge again, February '!, 1875.
lltJuri\ng from Willingham to Hertford, one 
m e .t mg may be noted down. Alter the 
·d. 0~'!-tng service we saw the curute of the 
•0 : 0

18j~~ti How \DY h!art P!tied him; but the 
ser . 1 dre note 1s thl8 : Time for afternoon 

vice ew near, On the top of the 

rector's staircase three deep thoughts darted 
up in my mind :-

I. Divine sovereignty-" No man could 
learn that song." 

II. Divine clemency-" But the hundred 
and forty-four thousand which were re
deemed from among men." 

I II. Divine security-These redeemed 
ones have their Father's Name written in 
their foreheads. 

The hard student calleth this writing 
"rubbish;" be it so, even rubbish is some
times useful; and, a.• upon the oed I lay, my 
thoughts ran upon three questions:-

First, Where can you see divine sove
reignty? In the saving work of the Eternal 
Spirit. 

Second, Where can you see divine 
clemency? In the glorious Person of the 
Son of God. 

Third, Where is the dh-ine security 7 In 
the council and care, in the purpose and 
promise of the Almighty Father. 

Who can these mighty deeps explore? 
This morn I think, and muse them o'er; 
But 'till a quiet season's found, 
I'm like a man whose mind is drown'd. 

At Willingham, in Cambs, there is the 
steeple-house with the bead-ache, and the 
rheumatism in all its hones; her people 
seem to care for nothing but her revenues, 
and her representative is often ill; hence, 
the National Church is weak in Willingham, 
The W esleyans have a little company. The 
Strict Baptists have a good chapel, with 
accommodation for over 800 people, and is 
all that could be desired; of its history, pro
gress and present condition, some leaves may 
appear presently. At the present time some 
people are building a new Open-communion 
Baptist chapel. •• It is no more wanted" 
(said a gentleman to me) " than the sea 
wants water." And it certainly is not re
ligiously reiuired. A sore division bas been 
made; the t;hurah is rent in twain; families 
are torn to pieces; hearts are grieved; friends 
afflicted; foes are rising; tears are swelling. 
What the end will be it is not prudent to 
foretell. Mr. Geo. Holland, as the minister 
of the old chapel, has been the Lord's instru
ment of keeping the cause on, and of 
gathering many together; and if it be the 
Lord's will, the original and only true New 
Testament Church will rise above the waves, 
and Zion there will then rejoice. 

The neighbouring Churd1es are moving 
on quietly. Mr. Warren, at Cottenbam; 
Mr. Coughtrey, at Over; Mr. Willis, at 
Swavesey; Mr. Haines, at St. Ives, and others 
around are holding on as yet. 

Stenming toward Hertford, I must forbear. 
Looking back upon Willingham for one 
moment I could not shut out Jude's words, 
" These' are they that Sl'parate themselves; 
sensual, not havmg the Spirit ; " these with 
the Judge of all the earth must here be left. 

Heriford, February 3, 1870.-Yesterday, 
after waiting and travelhng for many 
hours the county town ol Heriford was 
once ~ore found. To me it has been lost 
for many years. In the comfortable residence 
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or my Christian brother, John Price, Esq., 
in West street, I found pleasant, seasonabfe, 
and hearty welcome; and if any gentleman 
required temporary or more permanent 
residence in a quiet and pretty country, it is 
possible he might be happy under that 
spacious roof. 

The lecture hall last evening was crowded, 
and for more tha:a one hour and a-quarter 
I spoke to the people. 

The Baptist Church and people, under the 
care of Mr. Robert Bowles, lately presented 
him with a handsome purse, and something 
useful in it. That gracious minMer was 
with us last evening, Mr. Sampford, of Ware, 
whose ministry is durable and uniting. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ still has His own 
witnesses in the land. They tell us His 
Kin~hip is founded in dMne right ; is 
manifested by Spiritual relationship; and on 
the rock of His meritorious mediatorship, 
He builds up His kingdom to the Mving 
advantaire of millions. Amen. 

Having travelled, talked and prayed for 
five days, and obtained a "ticket-of-leave" 
to return to London, I praise the Lord. 

A SEAL TO THE MINISTRY OF THE 
LATE MR. J. WELLS. 

DEAR MR. BANXS,-You were kind 
enough in this month's VESSEL to insert a 
letter re~pecting the death of my dear de
parted ,husband, Mr. John Allder, written 
by his dear sister, Mrs. Butcher; but she 
only saw her brother three times in his last 
illness, so, of course, she knew very lit tie 
how wonderfully the dear Lord appeared to 
him. 

In the first place, I would say, my dear 
husband was a seal of the late dear pastor, 
Mr. James Wells, and very greatly was the 
Word blessed to him under his ministry. 
And surely it may be said of him, he loved 
and feared the Lord ; not a step in life did 
he take without asking the dear Lord to 
appear for him, and only as he thought 
be saw His hand, did he move with confi
dence. The counsel to bis children also, 
and reading God's Word, the good example 
be set them! the Lord bas greatly ble!!Sed, 
and they wil ever remember him with the 
deepest affection. 

Well, dear Mr. Banks, my poor, dear 
husband bad rheumatic fever several times1 
and in each of those illnesses the Lora 
very sweetly brought some word home with 
power to his heart. And the early part of 
last summer be bad another attack, from 
which he never recovered ; and it was won
derful bow be rested on those promises, even 
when bis mind was a little dark, which I am 
happy to say was only for a short time-for 
I was so anxious, that I was continually 
asking, " How do you feel now?" and his 
reply was, "Very comfortable. The Lord 
bas been very kind, and He is my God, I 
have no other God." 

But the last day of bis life I shall never 
forget, nor will any one that wa1 present. 
And that day, the 4th of November, after 
so much painful suffering, he Jell back in the 
arms of his dear brother's wife, who bad 

never left him night or day, all the week, 
and all the family were called to see the last 
of their dear father and brother, as we 
thought. But he laid for some time perfectly 
quiet, as though dead, when all at once he 
rose ur,, as one from the grave, as it were, 
and p acing his arms acrosa bis breast, in 
such a sweet and peaceful manner, that we 
were all amazed. 

Then to behold how wonderfully then did 
the Lord display His mighty power in that 
dear man. Solemn, indeed, to behold I Trulv 
the room was filled with the glory of tlie 
Lord, for until that day, my dear husband 
had spoken little to any one, as any attempt 
to speak brought on a fearful attack of such 
agony, that he dreaded to say a word. But 
the time I have referred to, there were near 
his bedside his six children and sisters1 and 
hi, dear and only brother and wife, 81SO a 
dear friend and myself. Then, in the most 
sublime and heaven-like manner, he called 
one, and prayed for and blessed them, tbe11 
dismissed and called another, until he had all 
in the room, and then the husband and 
children of the friend present; and most 
earnestly did he intreat the Lord three times 
to bless his dear brother's children, and closed 
by saying, "God bless you all, and may we 
all be bound up in the bundle of everlasting 
life together." And looking most affection
ately at all weeping bitterly, placed him
self gently on his pillow, and waited pa
tiently till bis heavenly Father came at two 
o'clock in the morning of Thursday, Nov. 
5, and gently took his child home to glory. 

So, my dear Mr. Editor, as this little 
VESSEY, sails all over the worlrl, I feel I 
should be dishonouring my God ii I did not 
make the wonderful manifestation of His 
power known; and praying the Lord may 
bless it to the good of precious souls. 

Hoping you will for!five the trouble I am 
ginn you, I remain, Yours respectfully, 

ANN ALl,DER, 
6t.!lichmond buildings, Dean street, Soho. 
fwe had an interview with the bereaved 

wiaow, and have commenced a short review 
of her husband's truly Christian experience. 
-Ed.) 

NEW WISBEACH, CAMBS. - Baptist 
chapel, Victoria road. Our anniversary 
services were held January 26. Through 
the unavoidable absence of Mr. Preston, 
navies, Mr. Mayhew preached in the morn
ing from Acts xxvi. 22. Mr. John Bunyan 
McCure delivered impressive addresses in, 
afternoon and evening. We have es11eciaL 
cause to be grateful for the sell-denial of Mr. 
McCure; he was out for his healtl1. Almost 
up to the last we bad no reason to expect he
could fulfil bis promise, but, as the Lord 
would have it, our case was so brought 
before him, that he re~olved to start from 
Bath, a distance of 200 miles, believing the 
Lord's hand was in the matter, and we have 
abundant reason to believe the same, for in 
every respect our anniversary has been a 
succcellB; in a financial point of view, It is 
the best we can remember, and the chapel 
has never been ao well filled for years with 
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attentive hearers. To the Lord be all the 
glory.-Y01ll's in truth and love, 

J. T. PRATT. 

MR. J. S. ANDERSON'S CHARGE TO 
MR. WARD, ON HIS SETTLEMENT 
AT CARMEL, PIMLICO, Feb. 9, 1875. 
These services commenced in the after-

noon, when the brethren C. W. Banks, 
Langford, Pung, Meeres, Wise, Fothergill, 
and others assisted, of which notes may be 
given. The following outline of Mr. Ander
son's charge in the evening has been writ
ten by a friend from memory :-

The charge by Mr. J. S. Anderson from 
2 Tim. ii. 15,-

In opening the address, Mr. Anderson 
said, that be was about to speak as no minister 
on any ordinary occasion should speak 1. his remarks should never be of a persona 
r.haracter; for in throwing stones, those who 
were aimed at often remained untouched, 
whilst ·others, for whom they were not in
tended, were wounded thereby. Besides, 
the preacher was arrogating to himself that 
which solely belonged to the Holy Ghost; 
for it was His, and His only, to carry home 
the Word and apply it to the heart of the 
individual. 

But it was allotted to the speaker to ad
dress himself on that occasion to his dear 
brother, whom they had met to recognise as 
pastor of the Church, and give him a wel
come in the name of the Lord. 

Mr. Anderson then read as a basis for 
what be might say, 2 Tim. ii. 15; "Study 
to sbew thyself approved unto God, a work
man that needetb not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of truth." 

A "workman." Not a loiterer, not an 
idler, but a workman. To be called of God 
to preach His everlasting Gospel was an 
honour of the highest kind except one, 
The highest honour which G;;;/ could confer 
upon a fallen creature was to make him a 
son; for the youngest child in the family 
always ranked higher than the highest or 
oldest servant. But in God's familv a son 
could he a se"ant; and this two-fold honour 
He puts upon every one whom He calls and 
sends out to preach His truth. 

The Master fol' whom this workman la
boured, was a good Master. Ha always 
found everything needed for the work, and 
also gave His servant strength for his labour. 
This "workman " was to "study," first of 
all, God's Word, by reading, by meditation, 
and by prayer; to dig, to delve1 seeking for 
the treasure hid therein. Feeoing- on the 
bread of life himself, tasting the milk and the 
honey, sucking out the sweetness, holding 
communion with his God, he would be able 
to come before the people with "that which 
we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes1 which we have looked upon1 and our 
hanas have handled of the Wora of Life, 
that wbicb we have seen and heard declare 
we unto you." 

"Study"-" to sbew thvself approved un
to God." Having thus bad intercourse with 
t~e Lord, having thus first derived blessing 
himself, the minister, this workman will 

shew himself approved unto God, for the 
people will feel it, and be will be " a work
man that needetb not to be ashamed." 

" Rightly dividing the Word of truth." 
This workman was to "study" to divide 
Law from Gospel, to shew the grounds upon 
which the sinner is condemned, and the 
!founds upon which the sinner is justified. 
' Rightly divide" it, acc,ording to the Word 

of God, declaring His whole counsel, feedin!l" 
His Church, and giving to each one hts 
portion. When some word is given from the 
Lord (it might be suggested by the line of a 
hymn, or by some sentence dropped at the 
prayer-meeting), he 1aid, "Don't keep it 
back, don't say, This is too good for the 
Wednesday evening, it must be reserved un
til the Lord's day." Remember, the manna 
was given day by day, and if it was kept 
longer, it bred worms and stank. The eame 
Lord who gave the one word, can give another 
for the Sunday. Let His children have it 
while it is fresh. Supply the young men 
with strong meat, for they need it; bring 
forth milk for the little ones, pure milk, 
milk unmixed-though there is the milk of 
the Word and the water of life-and there 
is no objection to the mixing of these. 

Aim at variety in preaching. Don't harp 
upon one string, neither liasb up God's 
truth so that nothing can be clearly discerned 
or understood. And in order to get variety, 
keep to your text. Dig about it; turn up 
and turn over the little bit of ground which 
the Master has given you. Work at it 
well, it will repay you. Don't go from one 
end of the Bible to the other, beginning at 
Genesis and going on to Revelation, and 
pass over without touching that little spot; 
but expound, explain every portion of it; 
give out what has been first given to you. 
So shall you "shew yourself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word ot 
truth." 

EBENEZER CHAPEL, HERTFORD. 
The annual meeting, to commemorate 

the settlement of the pastor (Mr. R. Bowles), 
was held on Wednesday, the 27th January. 
The deacon, on behalf of the Church and 
congrega lion, preseo ted the pastor with the 
sum, including proceeds of tea, of £17 IOs. 6d. 
This, only two months after thejubilee of his 
birth-day, spoke well of the warmth of their 
Christian regard and appreciation of hi1 
services. Mr. Sampford, of Ware, and several 
members ot the Church, spoke of their un
altered love for their pastor, for his work's 
sake. It was a solemn aud refreshing meet
ing. Mr. Bowles, having received seve~ 
kind letters from friends, congratulating b1m 
upon the news concerning his long-lost son! 
begs to say that he cannot answer them al 
personally. Will the following friends please 
to accept this intimation BI an a~k!lowledg
ment of their sympathy oud Chmtmn love : 
Measrs. E. Debnam, E. Gentle, T. Chivers, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fowler, Mr. aud Mrs. Clark, 
Mr. Bailey, Mr. and Mrs. Teeton and 
others. 
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SPELDHURST ROAD CHAPEL, 
SOUTH HACKNEY. 

C. W. BANKS' 69TH ANNIVERSARY. 
Another special anniverssry meeting of 

considerable interest was held in this clean, 
neat, and highly-respectable chapel on 
February 8, to commemorate the natal day 
of the worthy pastor C. W. Banks. The 
number ot Christian fi-iends present on this 
occasion was extremely gratifying, and the 
seats on the platform were well filled with 
brethren in the ministry; in fact, the plat
form, though a large one, proved to be mnch 
too small to admit all the brethren who were 
expected to speak. This is a most pleasing 
feature a..ssociated with meetings of this kind, 
and must be truly helpful and encouraging 
to the very bard-working pastor. 

Messrs. T. Stringer, R. G. Edwards, C. 
Masterson, F. Wheeler, R. C. Bardens, J. 
Lang-ford, J. Price, and a number of other 
ministers came to congratulate and honour 
our pastor by their presence and help, and in 
his behalf to return thanks to God for so 
much mercy and kindness shewn in sparing 
so useful a labourer in the vineyard of the 
Gospel. 

The venerable pastor, C. W. Banks, pre
sided, and opened the service with a suitable 
hymn; after which he read an apologetical 
epistle from brother T. J. Messer, who was 
detained from presiding at the m~eting 
through illness. This sad news was received 
with some marked evidence of regret. C. 
W. Banks, in addressing the friends, gave 
an epitome of his life in conjunction with 
the pulpit and the press. The joys and 
sorrows, the sunshine and the shade, which 
so distinguished his younger days were 
better told than can be narrated here. Truly, 
"We llve in deeds, not years, in thoughts, not 

breaths, 
In feelings, not In figures on a dial. 
We sbonld count time by beart throbs." 
Mr. Bardens, of Hayes, made a few re

marks tending to encourage the pastor and 
the Christian friends present on their course 
Zion ward. 

These were followed by a few plain words 
on the "New Birth," from a Devonshire 
friend, who soon made way for the Earl 
street champion of truth, Mr. Thomas 
Stringer, who, with great warmth of feeling 
and all his usual forcible manner spoke at 
length on the children of Issachar that bad 
understanding of the times, to know what 
Israel ought r.o do (1 Cbron. xii. 32). I have 
read of persow; " who lost their understand
ing," or rather gave but little e.vidence by 
their loquacity that they ever bad one to 
lose. Jlir. Stringer is not one of that sort, 
he is a true " Jssachnrite," and one who 
knows what " Israel ought to do." 

A collection for the pastor was followed 
by an excellent cheap tea, served up by the 
ladies, and was much enJoyed. 

Mr. T. Stringer presided in the evening. 
After a hymn, Mr. R. G. Edwar~s, pastor 

of Silver street chapel, engaged m prayer 
for the divine blessing to rest upon the 
meeting. 

The chairman addre1&ed the friends in a 

few well-timed words, and then called on 
C. W. Banks to deliver the lecture which 
he bad been previously requested to do by 
particular desire of the friends. The lecture 
bore the annexed title, " Oxford to Rome
Rome to Heaven." And singular as the 
title appears, the embodiment of the lecture 
was full of good meaning and interest 
which few present could fail to discern an~ 
appreciate. The illush·ations. of the subject 
also were lively and well-chosen, and their 
varied colours delineated in a manner 
peculiar to the ori11,inal genius of the speaker. 
In fact, to have done both the lecture amd 
lecturer equal justice, a much longP.r period 
should have been allotted for the .occasion. 
However, it is worthy of being repeated, 
especially in these awful times of soul d~
lusion and spiritual wickedness in high 
places. 

The company present, methinks, did not 
expect to see a kind of a theatrical pantomime 
which might be exhibited with only a certain · 
unintelligible show, as is familiar to the eyes 
of the Ritunlist, therefore, in this they were 
not disappointed. 
"Ill may such contest now the spirit move, 

Which beeds not keen reproof nor partial 
praise.", 

Honour to whom honour is due. Mr. Banks 
as a lecturer like that of a preacher, bas, 
no doubt, some objections to the use of 
manuscript notes in his work, and, therefore, 
a slight digression from the main subject, 
now and then could not be deemerl a crime 
when considered in the li~ht of reason. The 
lecture in detail, was given entirely from 
memory ; at least, so one is led to suppose 
from the open and ungarnished appearance 
of the lecturer, who was necessitated for once 
in his life to be exalted above his brethren. 
The true moral of the lecture went to show 
the power of truth over error, and the 
triumphant victory of the atonement of 
Christ even over the foul enormities of Rome 
and of the Church of England heatheni.•m. 
What cannot grace· do? It is to be hoped 
that the pastor of Speldburst road chapel 
will yet be spared for years to come, to bear 
the glad tidings of the cross of Christ 
hither and thither amidst the dark places of 
earth; and if the Lord will be pleased to 
grant him another ten or twenty years' lease 
of life, numbers of the godly Zionites will 
be thankful. But if not, the will of the 
Lord be done. .May pastor and people 
sing:-
" I live on. eartb upon a stage of sorrow; 

Lord, If Thou pleaseth, end the play to-
morrow. 

I live on enrLh. as In a dream ot pleasure; 
Awake when Thou wilt, I wait Tby leisure. 
I live on earth, but as of llte bereave~ 
My life's with Thee, tor Lord, Thou art In 

heaven.'• 

So sang the ancient famous author of "The 
Divine Emblems,"" Enchiridion," &:c., who 
seems to have drnnk largely ot the streams 
of the River of God, instead of Helicon, nnd 
rested on the summit of Olivet as his Par
nassus. 

At eight o'clock a very interesting lectu~'I 
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WBS delivered on the life story of the ·won
drous Dreamer of Bedford, by F. E. Lill, 
Esq., which terminated the proceedings of 
the dny. But ns there is rarel,:-- a bright day 
without a cloud, a rose without a thorn, a 
pleasure without a pain here below, so in the 
instance of this meeting, the only disappoint
ment felt was that so many ministerial 
brethren should have to return home 
without having time to ~eak, which is a 
case of such an ordinary kmd that it hardly 
needs a pas.sing notice. However, they will 
perhaps hove this more to say when oppor
tunity occurs, for,-
" Time never bears snch moment.son the wing, 

As when he fllea too swiftly to be marked." 
Waltham Abbey. w. WINTBRS. 

ISLINGTON.-MR. JOHN HAZELTON. 
-We deeply regret to learn, on reliable 
authority, that this beloved and useful servant 
of God has been, and still is, suffering from 
a painfully and critically tender condition of 
the throat and chest. This will be sad news 
to many of the Churches in the country, 
where his services on -annivel'!lary occasions 
have been so highly valued. Surely it would 
be a mercy to all parties concerned if his 
kind deacons and attached friends would 
insist on his taking entire rest for a few 
weeks; who can tell what a merciful result 
would follow. Prudence is better than pre
sumption. We understand Mr. Hazelton has 
already informed some of his friends in the 
country that he cannot accept any invita
tions for next summer, and has many fears 
respecting his town engagements. May the 
good Lord give wisdom to our brother to 
linow how to act, and in pity to His people 
spare the life of His servant, and early restore 
liim to health and vigour. May the Churches 
learn to set a higher store by their faithful 
and laborious pastors, for thereby God will 
be honoured and they will be blessed. 

MR. JOHN VAUGHAN'S REMOVAL 
FROM DEVONPORT. 

Dearly beloved in our precious Lord Jesus 
this comes greeting,-In the mysterious 
order of God's _Providence I am about to 
pitch my tent m London once more. At 
Trinity, Hackney, they give me a sponta
neous and unanimous invitation to the pas
torate, which, after much prayer and soul 
travail, I have accepted as in the sight of 
God. The fact is, my soul is yearning for a 
higher spirituality than I meet with here. 
The muck and corruption of our depraved 
nature is the popular theolOJ!'Y of this 
locality; but the resurrection-life in Ch1ist, 
the bles•ed operations of the Holy Ghost in 
the believer's experience are not among the 
topics appreciated; added to which, the 
glorious ad vent of our blessed hope, even the 
Christ of God, is sneered at as an old wife's 
dream, while the annihilation scheme is in 
the ascendant. 

Our chapel has cost .£250 • all the cash 
obtained ; it is like a new place. Fifteen 
years ago I came here ; the place and cir
cumstances in ruinous condition. Now, oil 

in thorough repair; then, a mere handful 
of people; now, the largest congregation in 
the town. 

Just what you said about Trinity so it 
proved. They say I am the minister for 
them ; I say they are the people for me. 
Wishing you every new covenant blessing, 
Yours in Jesus, J. VAUGHAN. 

To C. W. Banks. 

BERMONDSEY. - The anniversary of 
Mr. R. A. Lawrence's settlement as pastor 
of the Baptist Church in Lynton road was 
holden at the end of January last. The 
chapel is a neat, a new, a commodious, well
arranged and substantial place of worship. 
As a monument and memorial of the decision, 
devotion, industry, and ability of its pastor, 
and of the zealous co-operation of the deacons, 
Church, and friends therewith associated, we 
trust it will for many, many years be filled 
with crowds of that class of people of whom 
it is said, " the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs," kc. 
Lynton road chapel, near Greyhound bridge, 
stands in the centre of an overflowing and 
fastly increasing population. Not five 
minutes' walk from the Old Kent road, and 
close to the Grange and Blue Anchor roads, 
it is ea.•ily accessible Jrom all parts of the 
metropolis; and friends of truth, who are 
ever coming from the provinces to London, 
will be pleased to find London has yet left in 
it some men who, like Mr. Lawrence, can, 
with a cheerful elasticity, and with truth
expounding powers, proclaim, with a certain 
sound, that grand old Gospel which comes 
down to us from the covenant settlements of 
a Triune Jehovah. We are far away lrom 
home now, and cannot give the history of 
the Church, nor its present balance sheet; 
but neither must be forgotten. 

COLCHESTER.-MR. EDITOR,-Will 
you have the goodness to allow me through 
your next month's "Vessel" to say that 
through mercy I am now much stionger 
and better in my health. I supplied at 
Mendlesham, Suffolk, on the first Lord's-day 
in this month. I preached three times and 
administered the ordinnnce of the Lord's 
Supper, and I trust we had the presence of 
our dear Lord and Master in our midst. I 
believe that the friends at Mendlesham are a 
truth-loving people; but they have not been 
without their troubles. So now, if the Lord 
wills, I am willing to supply the pulpit for 
any Church of Gospel truth as the Lord 
may be pleased to enable. I am yours in 
Gospel bonds, JOHN HANG.ER. 

SOUTHAMPTON.-In Ascupart street, 
little " Salem " is lifting up her bead ; the 
Lord is blessing us, under the ministry of our 
beloved pastor, Mr. J. Paraell. He has won 
the affections of a loving little Church; we 
love him tor the truth, faithfulness, and 
experimen ta! preaching ol the ever-blessed 
Gospel of the grace of God. The congr~ga
tion has in~reased to more than three times 
the number. Great things the Lord did for 
us last year. You know the desolate state 
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we were in when you laid the remains of 
our late beloved pastor in the silent tomb; 
we thought then the doors must be closed. 
Our God has been better to us than all our 
tears. During last year our receipts were 
£62 4s. 5ld.; donations, £28 15s.; making 
a total of ~eceipts of £90 19s. Sid. The 
expenditure has been £5}7 0s. 9d., leaving a 
balance due to treasurer of .£6 ls. 3!d. 
Dear Brother,-Look at the expenses we 
have been nt in having supplies which you 
were so kind to send to us. I think you can 
say with me, " the Lord has done ~t things 
for us, whereof we are glad." When we had 
our 14th anniversary services, Mr. Parnell 
preached the sermons. Next day at tea 
meeting about 130 sat down. In evening 
we had a public meeting. Salem was full. 
Chair filled by our pastor. The meeting was 
opened by prayer by brother Everitt. Mr. 
Suddery, the secretary, read the report of 
the past year. Addresses were delivered by 
C. W. Banks, Messrs. Mills, J amea, Hawkins, 
Nash, and Mr. Hollis, superintendent of the 
Sunday school. Ladies gave trays all free. 
Collection, with donations, was .£6 Bs. 3d. 
Thursday following we bad a committee 
meeting. Profits of the tea were £,6 5s. 6d.; 
so that altogether we realised £12 13s. 9d. 
With love to you, I remain ever in the Lord 
(on behalf of the Church), NATHANIEL 
SUDDERY, Secretary. [Glory to God for 
signs of prosperity anywhere in these days of 
artificial excitement.] 

RICKMANSWORTH.-At Frogmore a 
t.emperance meeting was convened Feb. l; 
-chai,, occupied by W. Beddow. Earnest 
prayer was offered by Mr. Luscombe; then an 
address from the chairman, who took a 
biblical view of teetotalism, showed it was 
sanctioned by the Scriptures. Mr. Hartley, 
of Watford, spoke; then, after singing, Mr. 
Bingham, from Illinois, United States, ad
dressed the meeting for 75 minutes. This 
gentleman was born in England; bad spent 
40 years iu America. For many years he was 
a drunkard. Through mercy, he is not only 
a sober man, but a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. His remarks impresse!l and interested 
the congregation. We would advise templars 
and total abstainers to secure his services. 
The chairman urged upon all present the 
necessity of signing the pledge. With the 
benediction this interesting service was 
brought to a close. , . We hope lasting good 
may come out of iliis attempt. through the 
blessing of the LQrd. None of the speakers 
put temperance in the place of the Gospel, 
neither did they separate them. W. B. 

A F UN ER A L. - DEAR BROTHER 
BANKS,-! was agreeably disappointed by 
the absence of any further controversy in 
this month's issue of that old worn-out 
twaddle respecting degreE:s of glory, which 
bas caused much contention among good men, 
which I can well remember for more than 60 
years past, and which J hope will not . be 
revived again. I am much pleased with 
the article bv your correspondent Joseph 
Crutcher, and hope it will have the deaired 

effect. Surely ministers can find sufficient 
in this Christ-despising day to occupy their 
time by following the example of the Apostle 
Paul (l Cor. ii. 2), '' For I determined not to 
know anything among you save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified," and the Apostle Peter's 
1st Er,istle v. 2, " Feed the flock of God; " 
hut a 11s, Satan is ever vigilant to do what 
the Apostle Paul said heteared(2Cor.xi.3): 
" But I fear lest by any means as the serpent 
beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your 
minds should be corrupted from the sim
plicity that is in Chri~t." May the Holy 
Spirit pour down more of His divine influence 
upon ministers and the Church of the living 
God, that the exhortation of the Apostle 
(Jude i. 2) may have a powerful influence: 
" That ye should earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints," especially in the solemn times in 
which we live, Popery, infidelity and error of 
every sort abounding and the tone of mnny 
waxing cold. May the language of Burn
ham be the very feeling of our hearts. 

"Thou humble Jesus give us all 
Our nothingness to see; 

Ne'er In ourselves we dare to boast, 
But humbly boast In Thee," 

is the prayer of yours, R. MINTON. 

DEPTFORD.-A handsome circular has 
fallen into our hands which the pastor of 
Zion chapel, New Cross road, Deptford (Mr. 
J. S. Anderson), and his committee, have 
sent forth, shewing three interesting features: 
( l) the ii;ood work of benevolence and in
struction they are engaged in; (2) tbat their 
present chapel is much too small for the 
numbers who seek to sit under Mr. Ander
son's ministry; (3) that they require £1200 
to enlarge their place of worship, half of 
which sum they have already gathered 
among themselves. So highly and univers
ally esteemed as Mr. Anderson is, we trust 
soon to bear the whole has been subscribed; 
the building extended ; the congregations 
more than ever increased ; the ministry 
useful in true conversions to Christ, through 
the exercised power of the Holy Ghost; and, 
as Mr. Anderson appears a man of masculine, 
of mental, and of evangelical powers, we may 
hope be will long live to enjoy that exceed
ly happy pastorate in which he has already 
stood for several years. 

WIMBLEDON.-You and many 
"Earthen V easel " readers will be sorry to 
hear of the death of Mr. E. Morri•. He 
has been ill a long time; but, although 
passing through deep waters and trials, be 
bas more than ever realised the presence of 
Jesus, and bis continual prayer has been for 
the Lord to take him home. He died Jan. 12, 
a most happy and glorious death, leaving 
behind a wife and seven children. He is 
buried in Wimbledon churchyard, close to 
my dear father, the late Luke Snow. You 
know he was deacon to the little Church that 
formerly worshipped here, and is the last one 
in Wimbledon who was member with and 
stood by my father up till his death. 

Jan. 23, 1876. A. SNOW. 
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SORROW UPON SORROW AT 
GLEMSFORD, SUFFOLK. 

11 And ye now, therefore, have sorrow." 
There is not, nor ever has been, one of the 

redeemed nnd quickened of the Lord but 
what understands, in Mme measure, experi
mentally, the meaning of these words uttered 
by the dear Redeemer. Infinite wisdom has 
never, anywhere in_the written Word, pro
mised an unbroken or uninterrupted quietude 
and peace while passing through the wilder
ness; sorrow less or more awaits every 
heaven-born soul. 

In September I gave you an account of 
the deep sorrow our good sister, Mrs. Kemp, 
of Glemsford, was called to pass through by 
the dear Lord taking home to Himself her 
beloved husband, at the somewhat early age 
of forty-nine, leaving her and a family of 
four children behind. 'J:he heart thus smitten 
had scarcely ceased to bleed when infinite wis
dom saw fit to commission death again to enter 
that already broken circle and strike his un
erring dart in the youngest of the boys 
( about ten years old) of our late beloved and 
lamented brother Kemp. Only about four 
months have passed away and the bereaved, 
sorrow-smitten, and weeping widow has 
again to tread the silent grave-yard and de
posit there one of her four fatherless children. 
Bow mysterious sometimes are the Lord's 
dealings with His children ! He alone must 
be the Interpreter, and give this bereaved 
ehild of His to see, as Kent sings, that it 
is 

"Not in anger, 
But from His dear covenant love; 
And that the same gentle band which caused 

the tear to flow 
Will In tenderness wipe It all away." 
As saith our glorious Lord, " I will see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice; and your 
joy no man taketh from you." What a 
dear mercy it is that although, as the Apostle 
says, " bonds and afflictions await me," yet 
nothing seen or unseen, neither death, nor 
life, nor principalities can hurt or destroy 
one of God's little ones. The poor soul may, 
in a secondary sense, from very anguish of 
feeling, cry out, " I sink in deep waters 
where there is no standing; " yet amidst it 
all the blessedness is, " I will see you again 
in sweet realisation." Why, God's children 
will not he more blessed when before the 
throne in glory than they are in the wilder
ness, because He is our peace. Who, then, 
can disturb or alter the love-purposes of our 
covenant God in Christ Jesus? Trv and 
remember this, ye sorrowing pilgrims to 
Zion, that the love of our God JS one con
tinual stream of unbroken perfection. Like 
Himself, it is immutable, consequentlr it 
can know no change; for it is written, ' He 
JVill ~ejoice over thee with joy ; He will rest 
1n Hts love." And though, through infir
mity, we see it not clearly here, yet rest 
assured what we know not here He will re
v6al herealter, when, in the sunlight of 
eternal day, we shall see Him face to face, 
and 

" Crown Him Lord of all." 
Clare, Suft'olk. ROBT. PA.GB. 

THE ORDER OF THE CHURCH. 
"Let all things be done decently, and In 

order."-1 Cor. xiv. 40. 
DEAR S1a,-I have long been amazed, 

and not a little alarmed, in reading the re
peated announcements of Aupplies on the 
first pages of the" Earthen Vessel" wrapper, 
and have often felt obliged to cry out with 
the Psalmist (xii. 1)," Help, Lord; for the 
godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from 
among the children of men." 

You will not, I am sure, think me imper
tinent if I deliver my conscience of its bur
den in this respect. May I then be allowed 
to ask, if there are not enough godly, "out 
and out" Strict Communion Baptist minis
ters left yet on the earth who are able to 
occupy the pulpits of destitute London 
Churches without having- toJo out of its 
pale, and to resort to unbiiptiz believers to 
preach in it, by which unscriptural state of 
things the blessed command of Christ is 
apparently winked at? And is not such a 
continued course of procedure doing violence 
to the truth, and to the consciences of many 
baptized believers, and strengthening the 
hands of those who are unbaptized to remain 
so? And, moreover, is it not hurtful, and 
almost amounting to an insult, to many 
faithful ministers in and near London that 
they should not be asked to preach, instead of 
sending to the world's end for those who do 
not stand fully in the way of God's com
mands? And is there not legitimate cause to 
expect that the Table will eventually be en
larged for Open Communionists, against 
which the late most excellent "Theophilus" 
always ardently strove? If the ordinance 
be what it really is, jure divino, then should 
it not be protected and maintained in every 
possible way? for if this is not practically 
done " then is the offence of the cross 
ceased" (Gal. v. 11). 

I make this alarm to prevent the stones 
from crying out, and especially so as I am 
not ashamed of the whole truth as it is in 
Jesus, but of those who are. "Strong 
diseases require strong remedies; so said Guy 
Faux to King James I., and so say I. Ex
cuse brevity, and believe me ever faithfully 
and sin~erely yours, W. WINTERS. 

Waltham Abbey. 

A GRATEFUL TRIBUTE FROM 
HALLING, KENT. 

In " Earthen Vessel" let me record the 
goodness of our God towards us as a people. 
It is now seven years since the Lord by His 
Spirit sent the Gospel to Halling and planted 
it, not without witnesses. We bnve had our 
trials aud cloudy days, but our God has ,at 
nt the helm. We have had our friends-and 
that not a few-who have boldlv come for
ward to our help, laden with precious grain, 
upholding the blood-stained banner of the 
cross, and the preciousness of a preciou1 
Christ, 

We cannot but acknowledge our heart
felt gratitude and thankfulness for their 
kindness towards us in preaching the Gospel 
to ua miserable sinners, and to the honour o( 
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God, and to the encouragement of those 
that our God has sent to us, we say, then, 
their lahours have been blessed to many 
souls ; therefore, in the name of our triune 
God, we heartily wish you all God speed. 
Our God Inst year, in a m,·sterious way, ap
peared for us through the kindness of a dear 
triend holdly coming forward to our rescue; 
and, by our repeated crying, a place is pro
vided for u< and fitted up, so that we are 
permitted to go in and out and find pasture. 
With thankful hearts we thank those friends 
who helped us to obtain a place to worship 
in, trusting those that gave liberally our God 
will bk<s bountifully. As the shepherd's lad 
exclaimed, "One thing ha,•e I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after; " we have still 
our one thing to seek after, and that 
one thing is that, as our God has provided 
for us thus far. He "'ill still go on to provide 
us an under shepherd-one whom God ha.s 
set up from everlasting to feed the flock of 
slaughter ; one in whom is the Spirit of God. 
Our means are limited, yet our God declares, 
" The poor shall have the Gospel preached 
unto them," and they shall come that are 
ready to perish. 

If this should meet the eye, touch the 
heart, and direct the feet of some brother 
whose soul is on fire to be spent in the ser
vice of our God-one that ha.• a portion of 
this world'• goods; not wholly dependent 
upon the Church of God-then come forth, 
my brother. Glad shall we be to communi
cate with you, and, in the name of our God, 
we wish you God speed. 

We, as a people, have been gently led, and 
been permitted to lean upon the arm of our 
Beloved, sat beside the shepherds' tents, and 
rest at noon ; therefore, our God has estab
lished us, and we rank amongst the Strict 
Apostolic Baptized Believers established 
upon New Testament order. Upon such a 
foundation what can shake or destroy us? 
Trusting ere Jong we shall be enabled to re
port our God has provi~ed us. with that o!'.le 
thing, then, 0 then, will we smg unto Him 
be all th~ 11,'IOry. w. RAYNER, senr. 

Hallin!?, near Rochester, Kent. 
Mr. Editor,-1 am requested to thank you 

for your ,•isit amongst us at the British 
school Snodland. I find there were nearly 
200 soii.ls that listened to your voice. Trust
ing that God will bless the same to some poor 
soul or souls. W. R. 

NORWICH-The Lord has been pleased 
to bless the labours of Mr. Tooke to the peo
ple at Orford Hill, Norwich. They have 
given him a further call of five months. 
Mr. Tooke baa accepted the same. 

BRIGHT O N.-SERVICE POR THE 
YOUNG AT BRIGHTON .-A large 11,'atbering 
of the young and friends of the young took 
place on Lord's-day afternoon, Feb. 14, at 
Rev. Joseph Wilkins's chapel, Queen square, 
conducted by Geo. Tbos. Congreve, Esq., of 
Peckham. Jn spite of unfavourable weather 
the building was densely crowded. The 
pastor assiated in the service which excited 
great interest. 

SUR)lEY TABERNACLE PULPIT 
AND "ANNIHILA'l'ION." 

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-While agreeing 
with many of your rema1•ks on the note of 
Mr. E. Samuel, I certainly should be very 
much e:rie,•ed if the matter were nllowed to 
fall through because your correspondent de
clines to furnish the name of the minister 
holding such a " pernicious doctrine." There 
are other means open to the deacons for 
ascertaining whether the solemn chare:e be 
true or false. Let them put a plain questiol). 
and require a direct Yes or No from each of 
the ministers who have occupied the Surrey 
Tabernacle pulpit. Thus the question might 
easily be put at rest1 so far as the truth oftbe 
case requires, and, oy so doing, the deacons 
would be rendering good service to "sister" 
Churches of the same faith and order. Let 
me in treat you, therefore, not to let the mat
ter drop until something satisfactory is do.,.e. 

Whoever that minister may be, holding 
such a "damnable heresy," may the Lord 
open his eyes (to see the truth) and give him 
faithfulness to confess and forsake the same. 
The letter of Mr. John Huntley deserves to 
he carefully pondered. The Lord keep you 
on the alert, for " there are many deceivers" 
creeping into the folds and poisoning'the 
flocks. " Let God arise, let His enemi.es lie 
scattered ; let them also that hate Him flee 
before Him" (Psalm lxviii.). So prays 

A LOVER OP ZION, 

DOWNE, KENT.-On Wednesday 
evening, Feb. 5, the ordinance of believer11' 
baptism was administered to three candida~ 
by Mr. James Clinch, the minister, in the 
Baptist chapel, Farnborough, kindly lent for 
the occasion. A good company gathere~ 
to!!,'ether. We had another proof that the 
ordinance is of divine appointment by the 
Divine presence and blessing being realised. 

DEATH has been climbing the J>Ulpit of 
late, and walking in the fields of bterature 
very freely. John Ashworth, the " Stranl{e 
Tales," writer and Rochdale Evangelist, 18 

gone; Luke Wiseman, the gifted Wesleyan 
editor and preacher, was suddenly taken 
away in his prime ; Canons Champneys and 
Kingsley are laid in their graves. All these 
men were as stars in their different spheres; 
but "the last enemy " levels the brightest 
as well as the most insignificant. 
May we in Jesus Christ be found, 
Wbene'er the archangel's trump shall sound. 

LAXFIELD, SUFFOLK.-On Lord's
day, Feb. 14, Mr. R. E. Sears haptized four 
believer, in .Jesus, who, with one restored, 
were received into the fellowoihip of the 
Church the same day. 

Fell asleep In Jesus, February,, 1876, aged 
so yearo, after a long and painful Illness, borne 
with Christian patience, Mro. Catharine 
Harrloon (widow of the late W. C. Harrison, 
who wao deacon of Carmel chapel, Plmlloo, 
tor 80 yearo), deeply lamented by her family, 
tor she wa1 an a.t!ectlonate and devoted mother. 



~gt ~mmortalitu of tge ,Soul. 
NOTES OF A SOLEMN DISCOURSE 

B v J. H. DEARSLY. 

Occasioned by tke Death of W. Bracker,Jw sixteen years Pastw of tke Baptist Church, 
West Ham; in whose pulpit it was preached, Sunday Evening, Feb. 14, 1875. 

THE adaptation of the Gospel to the various conditions of God's 
people is most manifest and certain. The consolations of the 

Gospel are infinite and eternal. Blessed are the people who know and 
experience the joyful sound ! Life and immortality are brought to 
light; and though sorrow now fills the hearts of some, because they have 
lost one very near and dear-one useful and honoured ; yet does the 
glorious Gospel adapt its comforts to their hearts. Their sorrow shall 
be. alternated with joy. The p1ivation which this loss occasions shall 
enhance the great condescension and compassions of the heavenly and 
blessed God. The sombre garments now worn shall be a back-ground 
suited to shew the brilliancy and glory of those celestial lights and sun
beams that cluster and meet where Jesus, the "Sun of righteousness," 
arises. 

0, believer, give thanks to that blessed ONE, who shews the mercies 
of the Gospel to yon; and applies them in their power and sweetness, 
"that you might comfort one another with these words." In the text 
(1 Cor. xv. 15) we have:-

I. The doctrine of man's immortality. 
II. TM life-gimng power of Christ. 
I. The Scripture doctrine of the first portion of the text. The 

making of man was the result of that counsel which is called " the 
counsel of His own will." God said, "Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness." This is a strong proof of man's immortality. He 
who only hath immortality chooses of His own will to create ; and of 
this workmanship Jehovah is not ashamed: and therefore it is written, 
because of God's power and will man was made, or became a living soul. 
The corporeity, because of sin, "was made subject to vanity;" but that 
body had breathed into it by the Omnipotent the breath of life, and 
"man became a living soul." That soul is of immense value. "What 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul? " The fallen angels, " who 
kept not their first estate," were made by the immortal Jesus. Their 
existence is endless; their doom, quenchless fire prepared for them; their 
"punishment" is to be everlasting. How these important tmths, 
written, acknowledged, and felt, magnify the person and work of the 
Lord J esns ! He is the only Deliverer from the second death. The 
convincing work of the Holy Ghost appears in that He makes sin, in the 
enormity and malignity of it, to be known and felt ; and the living say 
of sin, 

" Thou hast ruined wretched man 
Ever since the wodd began." 

VoL. XXXI. APRIL, 1875.] H 
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The Scriptural way of treating the subject proves man's soul or spirit is 
immortal; the personality remains, though the body becomes inactive, 
and is laid in the grave. The earthly house shall be "dissolved," or 
"changed;" but though this must be, still the spirit or soul of the 
believer dwells in "a building of God, an house not made with hands 
eternal in the heavens." That spirit now absent from the body is 
present with the Lord-the great difference between the death of the 
believer and the unbeliever being, the spirit of the first is with the Lord; 
the ·other lifts itself up to the consciousness of a hell, and is in torments. 
"The spirits of all who die return unto God," who gave them that 
immaterial or spiritual being. The soul of the righteous is redeemed 
by Jehovah; the soul of the unrighteous is banished. " The wicked is 
driven away in his wickedness; the righteous hath hope in his death." 

The separateness of the soul's existence is seen in that vision the 
beloved John had : " I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the 
witness of Jesus and for the Word of God, and they lived and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years." This seems to refer to the martyrs who 
sealed their testimony against Pagan and Papal errors, who loved not 
their lives unto the death. To these disembodied spirits a prelation was 
given above the rest of the dead. They are of the "first resurrection." 

The disobedient, in Noah's time, rejected the preacher and his message 
concerning God's righteousness. "The long-suffering of God," in those 
days of rebellion and ungodliness, "waited." But the flood came and 
they died in their sins-they were not annihilated-their spirits were in 
the prison awaiting the resurrection of the unjust and the judgment of 
the great day. "For the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out 
of temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be 
punished." 

2. The consciousness of the hvmg support the truth that man has an 
immortal soul, and is to have a future and never-ending existence. 
These feelings are not the " figments " of a Papal system. They are 
inlaid and wrought and sustained by Him who "knows what is man," 
and who "searcheth the hearts, and gives to every one according to their 
works." Men, without the dispensation of the law, are a "law unto 
themselves, which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, 
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile 
accusing or else excusing one another." 

.Allow a word here. It is of caution. If, in those consciousnesses 
you have about your immortality, and your relation to it, there should be 
opposition, and much questioning, and contradiction, have recourse to 
the Bible. These are the Scriptures: "In them (ye can) think of 
eternal life "-and they testify of Christ I Refer to Jesus, the great
the wise-the successful Teacher of men. Men who deny the immortality 
of the soul are not the friends of truth; nor yet of men. They do not 
improve things. How can they? They deprive us of spirit-of hope. 
They leave the vessel of humanity on the foaming sea, having deprived 
it of anchor, rudder, and compass. Notice, 

II. The life-giving power of Christ. The divine nature of the Son 
of God verifies this truth. He lifts up Himself in the divine glory, and 
says, "I live for ever." But in that mysterious and sacred existence of 
His in the human-the God-man, the" made" One-He is a" quickening 
Spirit ;" containing, imparting to, and securing the life of all His people. 
"In Him was life." He is "their life"-" THE LIFE." 
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1. All the ordainings of the great God in reference to life are in 
Christ. The ordaining to eternal life of all who are manifested as 
believers was in Christ. The Father gave Him to have life in Himself. 
This is the effieient cause and spring of life. The Head is a living 
Head: the Body is a living Body. The Husband lives an everlasting 
life. Christ is the Husband and Head of His Church. He cannot die; 
His Church shall not. "By Him all things consist." The secret of 
life is wholly with Him. All the forms and organisms of life describe 
and reveal the infinite and unfailing wisdom of Christ. All things are 
by and for Him. The hugest, the tiniest creature having life, owes 
its existence to Jesus, and all that have life depend upon Him. 

2. The gift and communications oflife are all in the Lord Jesus. Just 
as He is the fountain of life, so He is the cause of its supply, renewal, and 
continuance. One of the full voices about the being of Jehovah is 
expressed thus: "He is the 'ever'-living God." The honours of His 
sovereignty appear most in giving life and being. And the avowal. of 
His being always leads the reverent student of the truth to adoration 
and praise. " Of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things ; 
to whom be glory for ever. Amen." 

That the Lord Jesus "is made" is nowise derogatory. The mystery 
of God manifest is the mystery of godliness. There can be no godliness 
-no vital and real religion-where men deny that the "Word was 
made flesh." "The tabernacle of God must be with men ; " else, godli
ness. will cease in its vitality. The God-Man is to the people of God the 
Mediator in all things pertaining to God. Hence when the true and 
certain hope of, and about life, and the resurrection, is to be realised in 
the joy and comfort that blessed grace gives, it dates and comes from 
Him, who says, " I am He that liveth, and was dead, and I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death." Here the 
mighty Potentate and divine Sovereign of all dominions and beings, 
appears with insignia of that great victory He got when " He triumphed 
over them all in His dying. 

" I sing my Saviour's wond'rous death, 
He conquered when He fell ; 

''Tis finished,' said His dying breath, 
And shook the gates of hell. 

''Tis finished,' our Imman11el cries
The dreadful work is done ; 

Hence shall His sovereign throne arise : 
His kingdom is begun." 

Here were the wonders of love, wisdom, and grace. Jesus, the ~faker 
and Former of all worlds, was " made " lower than the angels; " made 
of a woman;" " made flesh; " " made perfect through sufferings." All 
for the declaring ~he mysterious and covenant designs and grace of God 
towards those who were " dead in trespasses and sins," that they should 
live and "reign in life by One," even Jesus. The quickening of the 
dead becomes a verity and a fact. By the Gospel the gTeat designs a.re 
revealed, the truths are stated, and experiences are made abundant and 
forcible. "The last Adam is made a quickening spirit." He is the life 
of all who live unto Him. 
. The constitution of the person of the Redeemer, and the subsequent 

hfe of His people are in very close connection. 'fhe severmu:e of other 
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ties and the ending of former relationships transpire in the body of 
Christ. He is made the medium and law of that life His people receive. 
" The gifts are received " 1:n the man for the rebeUious, that the Lord 
God mig·ht dwell among us. There is great meaning and power in all 
that the God-Man is. He is a Bridegroom, and He is to have a bride. 
It is a most wonderful exposition of most important and significant 
truths. That bride is now in relation to the law-under its dominion 
and curse. There must be a death in order to freedom; hence the 
covenant of life, of reconciliation, and union in the closest and purest 
of all ties is revealed and ratified. "Wherefore ye are become dead to 
the law by the body of Christ that ye should be married to another, 
even to Him who is raised from the dead., that ye should bring forth 
fmit unto God.'' See the propriety and glory of all the gTeat God 
appointed and wrought in Christ. There was to be a marriage made. 
The Son of God would have a bride and give her His life, and posses
sions, royalties of gram, and truth, and holiness, here, and the eternities 
of g:lory, and bliss, and happiness. 

To effect all these desigus, and to shew to the people of God the 
holy and blessed Sanour, and life-giving Head, and Lord, as the Cause, 
Giver, and Example-of this life, the Spirit of wisdom and revelation (in 
the knowledge of Christ) shall be giYen to every one of the many who 
are interested. They shall feel their need; they will set much store by
r he law of the Spirit of life, and all His operations. They shall be 
made to value, and seek to have, an experimental religion. The living 
thing shall move not in an eccentric, but in a concentric way. The 
motion will be God ward:-" 0 God, Thou art my God, early will I seek 
Thee." The motion will be Christward:-" They follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth." His ancient "goings forth" "that were 
from everlasting;" His true goings into the world, into the stable and 
manger of the inn at Bethlehem; to the margin of Jordan's river; to 
John, to be immersed by him as the obedient and subjective Son and 
Servant to all righteousness; then, "driven of the Spirit into the 
wilderness LO be tempted of the devil." Here do the followers greatly 
wonder! yet, how adapted are these truths, and how helped they are 
who, by the Spirit, trace the goings of the Lamb in all those hallowed 
and endearing- scenes in His life, who was " tried and tempted in all 
points·, (except sin)-eYen as His suffering ones are. Along the way, 
fitly called the way of sorrow, they follow Him. By faith, Gethsemane's 
Garden is just dimly perceived. Here, amazed, they stoop in reverent 
wonder! They follow, but a great way off. It's the passion of the Son 
of God! Here He is baptized in suffering; the immersion is in fire; 
;;he battle is in garments rolled in blood; the Warrior is the Son of God, 
'' wrapped in mortality "-oppressed, forsaken, alone. It is the powers, 
and ihe how· of the powers of darkness, who never were overcome by 
man before. They wonder who HE is ! who is so "mighty in battle'' I 
The weak, lone one prevails; that part of His suffering is accomplished. 
Forth comes the Captain of salvation; and the traitor is here, and the 
hand of soldiers ! With a kiss the betrayer marks the form of the 
\\"Under of the heavens ! He is delivered into the hands of sinful men I 
led to judgment ! not to receive a judgment (that in His hwniliation 
men cannot give--there was "no fault in Him;" "He had done no 
evil "j. He is condemned, delivered, scourged, mocked, crucified. 
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They hear Him cry, "It is finished." There in that mighty Saviour
'in that finished work, in all the appointments and issues thereof
believers rest all their hopes. They look-they rest-they delight. 
"Whom having not seen they love; in whom, though now they see Him 
not, yet, believing, they rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 
To the wonderful name, and person, and work of the God-Man, they 

. move in holy desire to know more, to love more, this almighty Saviour 
and Life-Giver. 

Now, how comes all this to pass? Whence all this movement 
· toward, following hard after, and knowing Jesus in the fellowship of 
His sufferings-in His affectionate sympathy and His all-sufficient grace? 
The Father has drawn you, and you come to Christ. The mighty 
attractions of His person, the overflowing grace and love of this dear 
Saviour, draws yon along; and the life-giving power and work of the 
Holy Ghost is put forth and felt. These are sources of singular force 
and 'Surprising virtue. They are springs that never fail. The river is 
full of water. "The streams make glad the city of God." The supply 
is constant-it is the "river of the water of life." The recipient will 
always be a dependent, and will say from true habitual feeling, "All my 
springs are in Thee." 

3. Ministers and the people of God are taught these truths. The 
doctrines are truths, and they have a power to teach. The minister 
may have gifts and grace, but he cannot create life. Paul said, " I live, 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and the life I now live in the flesh, I 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
for me." 

The loss of one of the Lord's servants is a great privation. But 
the Life and Life-giver lives to walk among the " golden candlesticks." 
The life giving is by means, yet the means are not the life, we use the 
means : we need the life, the power and the truth of Christ. 

THERE MUST BE A LIVING CHRIST : 

A living testimony; a living hope; and a living experience in con
nection with the ministration of God's Word and service in the Church of 
-God. And a raised and exalted Redeemer is the hope and confidence of 
those who are called to and sustained in that work ; while they are 
very often depressed and exercised so as to say, "Who is sufficient for 
these things." We need Him to come as the rain and as the dew; we need 
more and more to feel His life-giving and life-cheering words. " He 
has come that His people should have life, and have it more abundantly." 

IV. The character of the life which Jesus gives and His people possess. 
It is a "new life;" " the life of God ; " "the life of Christ." 

Being in Christ they are "raised together with Him ;" to "sit in 
heavenly places." This is the "dwelling they have had in all genera
tions," they live in the purpose and will of God. Of that He begets 
them unto the adoption of sons by Jesus. So, in God's time, they are 
"begotten by the word:" a new and altered life is the~ inevitable co:n
sequence. The son is an heir of God. The sonsh1p tells of Hun 
who begat. The fatherhood indicates the life is of God by Christ. For 
He has" life in Himself!" The Father hath life, and procreating spiritual 
influence; "it is in Himself," and through Him the children live .. So 
·" hath the Father given to the Son to have life in Himself." The "given 
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Son" is wonderful. He shall be wonderful, and be called so: and "The 
everlasting Father" shall say, "Behold I and the children which God 
hath given Me ! " 

These are traits and exercises of the life which, by the quickening power 
of the Almighty Saviour, are called into manifestation, and describe the 
sons of God. "They are led by the Spirit of God." They live; they 
feel, they desire, they hope, they pray, they believe, they wait. Life is 
the solution of the enigma with which the godly are often exercised. 
Some are not called to feel such various and conflicting exercises. Divine 
sovereignty is here asserted, established, and vindicated. The lifo is 
under Dinne orders, as well as in holy keeping. But Satan shall have 
permission (not to destroy, but) to test by sore and painful things the 
life of Job. And our dear Brother Bracher had to feel and know some 
of those sore thrusts; and those bitter things gave his ministry a 
character and benefit that many of God's afflicted ones found helpful and 
confirming. Paul could say "For we are not ignorant of Satan's devices." 
And Peter uses words concerning the same trials and testings, "knowing 
the same afflictions, i.e. ( oppositions, assaults and fiery darts of a 
destroyer), are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world." I 
believe that the ministry of a man tried with these opposings, and con
versant with these devices, is of far more weight, and has more real 
fruit, than has the ministry which is showy and attractive. The Lord 
Jesus did not take away "the thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan 
to buffet " his servant Paul ; but he gave him the antidote: His grace 
and the power of His own presence to overshadow him. And our dear 
Brother had supplies of the same grace, and consciousness of the same 
power defending and protecting, and was kept ( as all the quickened shall 
be) "by the power of God through faith unto salvation." Those exercises 
of spiritual life work well and abound in seasons of trial, in times of 
sorrow and bereavement. Like Israel in Egypt, the more the living are 
afflicted and tried and pressed, the more they grow. Like the palm-tree, 
with weight bearing right down upon its stem, it grows right up. So, 
weighted with concernments in the Church, in the family, in the world, 
and by the two burdens, sin and self, the living are pressed; "but by 
these things these living men live" aright, and they are men of prayer
" The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them," and they shall be 
deli,ered. , 

Our Brother's work and war with these things tested life, and 
perhaps shortened life. They are ended. Life is distressed and worn 
by trials; but God knew and justified His servant. "Justification of 
life" is of and in Jesus: "the justified" shall all "be glorified." 0 the 
glory of God's grace in the salvation which the Son of God procured, 
and which God's people are sealed to the enjoyment of by the Holy 
Ghost. 

Brother Bracher was used, and his works follow him. In itinerancy~ 
for many years, his labours were blessed ; his services were valued and 
sought. For some time he was pastor at Hounslow; among you he has 
been a workman rightly dividing the Word. The whole truth was his 
range. Doctrine, experience and practice, all brought out in their pro
portions, and being applied by the Spirit, you have derived confirmation,. 
and some.times "joy in the Holy Ghost." 

He was a man of like passions with others; but God kept him in 
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the truth. He was consistent and finn, but not bitter and censorious. 
By grace he had his conversation among you. "By love, by truth, by 
the Holy Ghost," he was approved as the minister of God, and "by 
honour, and dishonour, by evil report, and good report," "as a deceiver 
and yet true," he was made manifest among you as your minister. He 
fought a good fight and kept the faith, now he is crowned as a victor; 
now he knows the meaning, the certainty and fulness of those words: 
"Thanks be unto God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

There may be some among you who did not set sufficient value on his 
service while he was constantly speaking among you. Hear his 
voice from that solitude he was in, from that chamber in which ended 
all his earthly enjoyments and Christian life and ministry. He is saying 
to you, "Follow me as I followed the Lord"-" you will see my face, hear 
my voice, no more"-" keep together "-" stand fast in the Lord"-" hold 
fast the form of sound words with love and faith which are in Christ 
Jesus." From the grave comes the voice of the departed, saying to you, 
" Keep a good conscience," serve the Lord, abide with Him and His. 
Be not ashamed of His cause, "keep His ordinances." "Live in 
peace," walk in love, " grow in grace ; " and the " Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God and into the patient waiting for Jesus 
Christ." 

My dear and long-known friend, the partner of the sorrows and 
joys of my glorified brother, your late husband, I would remind you of 
that text Mr. Woodard gave such sweet expression to last Monday; you 
are brought into relations with the great God and Provider for all His 
creatures. He is faithful ; His word about all these things is a tried 

· word : "He is a Judge of the widow, and a Father of the fatherless in 
His holy habitation." 

My younger friends, you are bereft of him you loved, and who loved 
you-who was a good father. His counsels were from the love he bare 
you-the sympathy he felt. May God supply that lack. Some of 
you-may all of you-be helped to seek most earnestly and diligently the 
guidance of all steps in life. The bereaved and the fatherless find mercy 
in Him. May He ordain that this loss of an earthly father may be 
the means of helping you to closer intimacy with Himself - the 
Father of all our mercies and the God of all comfort. May you 
and your dear bereaved mother keep together. You, as her dear 
children, do all you can to lighten her burdens and to lessen her 
sorrow. 0 God, comfort and bless the widow; guide and protect and 
defend the fatherless . 

.A Mr. Hugh Kennedy, an eminent Christian, of Ayr, in Scotland. 
when he was dying, called for a Bible; but, finding his sight was gone, he 
said, "Turn to Romans viii., put my finger at those words, ' I ~ 
persuaded that neither death nor life,' &c., now,'' said he "my finger 1s 
upon the words?" and when they told him it was, he said, "now ':}od be 
with my children ; I have breakfasted with you, and shall sup with my 
Lord Jesus Christ this night;" and so departed. 

My hearers, where is your hope? You have souls, they must be saved 
or lost; only Jesus is able to save. Call upon Him. "Whoso shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered." To whom be glory for 
ever. Amen. 
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THE GREAT CONTROVERSIAL SEA. 

THE waves of theological controversy are coming on our shores 
thicker and heavier. Sunday schools, charity schools, Board 

schools, with millions of books, papers, periodicals, &c., ha·rn made the 
coming-up generation wiser than their fathers-at least, they think 
so. Consequently, old doctrines, which are the foundation of their 
faith, drawn from the fountain of heaven's revealed will, are so flooded 
with the new theories that some believe the old Gospel will soon be 
drowned altogether. Not a bit of it. All error is but the fruit of the 
flesh, and all new theories but the flowers of the field. 'l'hey will all 
wither and die; but the Word of our God shall stand for ever. 

_·J have seen Old Truth, as it were, sitting upon the top of tp.e rock, 
serenely viewing the pranks and frantics of the new-fangled theories 
floating on the brains of literary-and-worldly-wise-men, who are 
gathering and carrying with them millions of the masses; but Old 
Truth has her roots in the eternal God; she travels on steadily, surely, 
solemnly, certainly ; her constitution is good; her faculties are divine. 
Her mission is to fetch home, to feed, to fortify, to sanctify, and fit for 
glory all whose names are in the Book of Life. Her commission, her 
authority, her power, are from God, and she cannot fail. Meanwhile, 
let us remember our only remedy for all the evils of these floods of 
error is a living faith in a reigning and supremely-ruling Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whom dear Hervey on his death-bed spoke so blessedly. It 
is said, Dr. Stonehouse, who attended Mr. Hervey during his last ill
ness, seeing the great difficulty and pain with which he spoke, and 
finding by his pulse that the pangs of death were then coming on, de
sired that he would spare himself. "No," said he, "doctor, no; you
tell me I have but a few minutes to live. Ohl let me spend them in 
adoring our great Redeemer. Though my flesh and my heart fail me, 
yet God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever." He 
then expatiated, in the most striking manner, on these words of Paul, 
" All things are yours . . . whether life or death ; or things present, 
or things to come : all are yours ; and ye are Christ's, and Christ is 
God's." "Here," said he, "is the treasure of a Christian, and a noble 
treasure it is. Death is reckoned in this inventory; how thankful am 
I for it, as it is the passage through which I get to the Lord and Giver 
of eternal life, and as it frees me from all the misery you see me now 
endure, and which I am willing to endure as long as God thinks fit; 
for I know He will by-and-bye, in His good time, dismiss me from the 
body ! These light afflictions are but for a moment, and then comes 
an eternal weight of glory. Oh, welcome, welcome death! thou mayest 
well be reckoned among the treasures of the Christian! To live is 
Christ, but to die is gain." 

The living and dying testimonies of thousands of God's saints are 
more to me than all the brain-spun arguments of all the men in the 
world. 

As I look out upon the coming waves of these gigantic and intel
lectual theories, I hear a voice gravely speaking in my soul, "They only 
consult to cast Him down from His excellency; " but as I look upon 
the chosen, redeemed, and justified Church of the Almighty Jehov11,h, I 



.AND OHRISTIAN REOOBD. 109 

:bear again these immutable words, " Upon this Rock will I build Hy 
Ohurch, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 

The plausible argument of the Browns, the Boothe, and the host of 
amiable workers of this day is, that" God is love;" and truly He is in 
His nature, in His Son, in His covenant, and in His kingdom of glory; 
but is He not power-omnipotent and almighty power-as well as love? 
Is not " our God in the heavens? and hath He not done whatsoever it 
bath pleased Him ? " Most certainly. He, from His lofty throne, has 
sent forth the proclamation, " I will work, and who shall let or hinder 
it?" 

" On this eternal, fixed decree, 
All things in time depend ; 

Salvation, perfect, full, and free, 
And glory without end." 

The Brixton orator may attempt to eclipse the revelation of heaven 
by his reasonings on earth, and thousands upon thousands of pounds 
may be spent in endeavouring to make Cain and Abel, with their 
offspring, as one family; the natural enmity of carnal religionists may 
fight and rage against the sovereign purposes of Almighty God; but 
we desire rather, with the Apostle, in amazing wonder to exclaim, "0 
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchab~e are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! 
For who bath known the mind of the Lord? or who bath been His 
counsellor? or who bath first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed 
unto him again? For of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all 
things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen." 

Paul, the Apostle, teacheth us a large lesson, in two parts : First, 
All he had, in any manner, before Jesus called him, he had to fling 
away; Secondly, He shews us there was nothing to rnake up for all 
this, but the knowledge of Jesus. As one says, "Paul had a wonderful 
gift in the use of the pen, and he sat down one day to say what Jesus 
Christ was to him. And so he writes in that Epistle to the Philippians, 
'What things were gain tQ me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Obrist Jesus my Lord.' This language be feels too 
weak, so he adds, 'Yea, I do count them but dung that I may win 
Christ.' Paul himself felt that he was powerless to say what Christ 
really was, excepting that he counted all else just as mere offal, as the 
word may be rendered, compared with Him. And has the course of 
ages helped God's children more clearly to express Christ's preciousness? 
No, for listen, as a poet sings,-

'Soon as faith my Lord can see, 
Bleeding on a cross for me, 
Quiok my idols all depart, 
J eaus gets and claims my heart. 

But can the poet express what his 
has to say,-

N,me among the sons of men, 
None among the heavenly train, 
Can with Jesus then compare; 
None so sweet, and uone so fair.' 

feelings about Jesus are? No, he 

' Then my tongue would fain express, Vex'd, I try and try again_. 
All Ilis love and loveliness, Still my efforts all are vain ; 
But I lisp and stammer forth Living tongues are dmub at ?e~t, 
Broken words, not half Hia wortlt. We must die to speak of Ckn,st. 

You may try over and over again, believer, but you can never by mere 
I 
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ianguage make any one know what Christ is to you. Dearer than 
bridegrom ever was to bride is Christ to the believer's soul ; more 
precioi1s even than life itself is He unto the saved heart, for the man 
of God can say, 'Thy lovingkindness is better than life.'" 

The saving knowledge of the Son of God is our only remedy. Let 
us take heed that we be not carried away with the flood, and leave 
Christ behind. No! No! ! No!!! 

:M:ay we go on to know Him, confide in Him, commune with Him, 
preach Him, live to, and for, Him, obey, and honour, and exalt Him, 
seek to lead others to find salvation in Him, and earnestly labour to 
enjoy meetness for glory with Him! This is our only remedy. So 
believeth CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 

COMING TO JESUS. 
"He that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, and I wlll love him, and will manliest 

Myself to him."-John l<lv. 21. 

0 BLESSED Lord, at Thy dea.r feet O keep me in Thy love's fond olup, 
In rapture I am found; Come sit and sup with me, 

0 depth of joy my Lord to greet ; And by Thy Spirit help me grasp 
This must be holy ground. The Word which spea.ks of Thee! 

.Saviour, Thy welcome voice I hear, Lord, lodge me in Thy holy blood, 
Thy presence gladdens me, My strength and wisdom be ; 

.And thus encouraged I draw nea.r; Whisper, when Satan brings his 1lood, 
May I Thy glory see! "Thou aha.it abide for Me.'' 

I hear Thee say, " Come unto Me O sa.tisfy my longing heart, 
And I will give you rest! " Dear Saviour, live in me ; 

Lord Jesus Christ, I come to Thee Not e'en in thought would I depart; 
That I may be refreshed. Lord Jesus Christ, from Thee! 

Though feeble, Lord, and laden sore, Let neither Satan, world, nor sin 
By many cares perplexed, Thy trembling child o'erta.ke; 

Thy boundless, wondrous love's deep store I fa.in would every battle win; 
.Affords me perfect rest. Even me Thy warrior make ! 

Lord, I am needy every day, Help me to praise Thee day by day, 
And oft discouraged too, To walk by fa.ith with Thee ; 

.And deeply tried, so rough the way, Hold up my goings in Thy way, 
I know not what to do. Display Thy power in me ! · 

Yet I am pleased to have it so, 
Since it is a.ll of Thee ; 

For Thou hast given me to know 
'Tie thus Thou " favoureet me." 

I can't be vexed! Lord, Thine approa.ch 
Above all else is dear, 

It ma.kee me heedless of reproach
That " far-off'' sound I hear. 

Thou knoweet I am trusting Thee, 
And leaning on Thy breast; 

"'Tie what and where I've longed to be, 
With Thee-by Thee ea.reseed! 

Plymouth. 

Let conquering progress still be mine; 
From strength to strength I'd go; 

Thy love, Thy grace, yea., all that's Thine 
May it be mine to know ! 

Thy full salvation, Lord, I crave, 
Thy richest grace I need; 

Stretch forth Thine hand to succour, save, 
And I am bleat indeed. 

·Dear Master, 111.nguage faileth me, 
The while my heart doth burn; 

I miss Thy presence, yet to Thee 
In faith I cry " Return ! " 

J. K. 

It is a quaint observation that while we have two eyes and two ears, 
·we have but one tongue, indicating that we should observe and hear far 
more than we speak. In the order of God speech follows silence, as 
day night, as spring breaks out of winter, The times of great sorrow 
are times for keeping silence. 
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BALM IN GILEAD; 
OR, GOD'S EFFEOTUAL CALL OF THE SINNER TO HIMSELF A.ND BY 

HIMSELF. 

" When I see Thee bleeding, dying, 
Pierced, and nailed on yonder tree, 

Weeps my heart-Thy wounds exploring; 
Here--I'm watching, Lord, for Thee." 

Q TILL leaving the questions behind, I cannot resist the temptation 
0 to tell you how I very recently proved that " there is Balm in 
Gilead, and a Good Physician there." 

It was the first Sunday in March of this 1875-a day I would 
never forget. A day of deep, hard sorrow on the one hand, and a 
season of holy soul-melting on the other. As far as I know it was all 
to myself. I know of none who realised it as I did. The West End 
to me was hard as iron-stones, but, between the stones, now and then, 
there came forth a little sprig of green life, which helped to cheer one's 
broken spirit; but this East End has often been like a darkness that 
may be felt-a death ; that is, " twice dead," although not as yet 
plucked up by the roots. 

With all these elements around me I appeared to stand preaching 
in the morning from that verse-" The Word of God is quick and 
powerful," &c. No quickening did I experience ; no power appeared 
in the service. It was to me as though some dreadful dark cloud was 
pushing me down into the earth, and, in the sorrows of my soul, I 
secretly said, "Lord, I cannot bear this any longer! I will go any
where rather than attempt to resist Thy hand which has ever been 
against this place and this people, from the time they commenced, even 
until now." Such chapels, some of which I have been imprisoned in, 
being erected by the pride of the flesh, are nothing but burdens to all 
who have to do with them. . 

On the previous Saturday evening my mind was much influenced by 
reading· a line in Mr. Dale's March Mag., where he refers to a paper he 
had written two years ago, under th~ heading of this question:-

" HA VE WE FORGOTTEN CHRIST?" 

That question flooded my soul with thoughts beyond my power to 
express; but they all arranged themselves under three lines. Some 
gentle spirit in my soul sweetly whispered:-

I. There are places where Christ never was, never will, never can 
be, forgotten. 

II. There are times when, partially, at least, Christ is forgotten. 
III. Our God, in infinite wisdom, and in compassion to our poor 

frail hearts, has instituted such means, ordinances, powers, and agencies 
as shall be useful in so constantly keeping Christ in the hearts, 
memories, affections, and faith of His beloved Church that to her 
living members He shall ever be dear and precious. For this end, the 
Great Comforter the Holy Ghost, is promised: the Bible has been 
written, the Gospel has been preached, and ordina~ces maint_ained, ~nd 
not the least of these is that of the baptism of believers by 11nmers10n. 
Where that solemn rite is duly observed; where its signitication is 
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clearly declared; where the Spirit giveth faith to the observing folk 
who watch its administration, there, indeed, 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST IS NOT FORGOTTEN. 

No! His being carried down into, and His being overwhelmed by, 
the floods of wrath and of death are there beheld. His risina again 
from the grave is there revealed to the mind, and many hund~eds of 
thousands have therein so seen Christ that they will never forget Him. 
During my contemplations upon these things the 21st and 22nd verses 
of Jeremiah passed before me, and thoughts like these began to grow: 

First, the Israelites were in a great affliction:-" A voice was heard 
upon the high places: weeping and supplications of the children of 
Israel." Then, 

Secondly, the causes of this affliction:-" They had perverted their 
way, and they had forg-otten the Lord their God." And the Lord had 
sent Jeremiah to couviuce and to call them to a return. 

The proclamation with the promise comes in the third place :
" Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings." 
Here is grace and mercy! Here is Divine relationship and Almighty 
power! Here is a call most effectual, for, 

Lastly, they immediately return, saying, "Behold, we come unto 
Thee; for Thon art the Lord our God." 

With a warm and comfortable liberty I had spoken of these four 
branches of holy truth, and we were surrounding the table of the Lord. 
Israel Carey had been received into our communion, and one part of 
the service had been attended to, when those lines were thrown into my 
soul with such a sense of holy love as cannot be written:-

" As myrrh, new bleeding from the tree, 
Such ia a dying Christ to me." 

A silent interpreter within immediately expounded these lines, and 
applied them :-There is nothing more bitter than myrrh, and how 
bitter were His sufferings in Gethsemane, in the hall, and on the cross. 
How heavily-bitter have been our sorrows over sin, and in viewing the 
amazing agonies of His soul! How bitter to nature our fellowship 
with Him in His travail and trial. 

Yes ! bitter and dark those nights have been, 
When nought but sin's deserts were seen. 

Myrrh is powerful in ~emoving dis~ases, in healing wounds, and in 
giving new energy and life ; so, as faith helpeth the soul to look to a 
once dying Christ,_it is perfectly asto~i~hing ho'Y speedily the_ soul is 
revived, the heart 1s comforted, the spmts are raised, and nothrng but 
salvation and glory are seen by the believer when such precious powers 
are applied. This precious income of the Spirit revealing a crucified 
Lord was more than I could well contain. My blessed Lord hereby 
told me He had not forgotten nor forsaken me. Hence, to all who 
know His holy name, I say, Forgive, and, if ye can, pray that I and 
my company of tried believers may yet arise and prosper in the work 
wherein we are engaged. 

No more room must I occupy now. I am something like Andrew 
Fuller of whom you may read the following true incident in "Types 
and Emblems":-
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" When Mr. Andrew Fuller v/as once going to preach before an Associ
ation, he rode to the meeting on hie horse. There had been a good deal of 
rain, and the rivers were very much swollen. He got to one river which he 
had to cross. He looked at it, and he was half afraid of the strong current, 
as he did not know the depth. A farmer, who happened to be standing by, 
said-' It is all right, Mr. Fuller ; you will get through it all right, sir ; the 
horse will keep its feet.' Mr. Fuller went in, and the water got up to the 
gii-th, and then up to the saddle, and he began to get uncomfortably wet. 
Mr. Fuller thought he had better tum round, and he was going to do so, 
when the farmer shouted-' Go on, Mr. Fuller; go on ; I know it is all right;' 
and Mr. Fuller said,' Then I will go on; I will go by faith.'" 

May the promise be daily fulfilled in us all-" As thy days so shall 
thy strength be 11' C. W. BANKS. 

9, Banbury Road, South Hackney. 

MR. GEO. MULLER AND HIS AFFLICTED WIFE. 

"THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE·" for January gives a singular case of 
the trial of faith, of which the following is a portion :-

In the foregoing observations, we have given material for thought 
and reflection why that honoured servant of God, Mr. George Muller, 
with the continuous claims of .upwards of 2,000 orphans, and a variety 
of other objects connected with missionary work, should realise, in a 
very special manner, day by day, that the Lord is on His side; that He 
is verily now, as of old, Jehovah-Jireh (" the Lord will provide"). 

But now, seeing Mr. Muller is one of the most marked of men
yea, that there is scarcely his fellow, as one upon whom both the Church 
and the world is looking with a keen-sightedness past description, we 
believe that in another respect the Lord is about to make special use of 
him. We should not feel at liberty to give expressly our reason for this 
belief, had not our dear deeply-tried brother himself have given in detail 
the express nature of his present most deep and pungent sorrow. But 
for his own frank avowal, we should be among the last to draw back the 
curtain of domestic life; but Mr. Muller himself has done so, and per
sonally we are thankful for it. By so doing we believe he will awaken 
the interest and arouse the p;fayerful sympathies of multitudes who, but 
for his candour, would have remained in ignorance of his position, and 
fail, by comparison, to estimate their own mercies. In the most distress
ing way, it has seemed good unto Him who cannot en- to lay His hand 
most afflictively upon the beloved companion of this man of God-the 
sharer of his son-ows, the partaker of his jovs; one who, since their 
marriage, some two or three years ago, has taken a most active part in 
his intensely arduous and responsible labours. From the narrative which 
Mr. Muller himself gave, upon a recent evening, at his crowded Monday 
night prayer-meeting, we are informed he stated that his beloved wife 
had not had for the long period of five-and-twenty years a doubt about 
~er salvation, but that, during the last nine months, she had been border
mg upon despair; and that what Mr. Muller himself had passed through 
<>n her account was utterly out of his power to express. Now, seeing, 
as we have said, that Mr. Muller is so prominent a character, we repeat 
we are thankful that he has, in his usual candour and simplicity, made 
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this statement. And we are glad, moreover, for this reason, that this 
case-lrnown as it must and will be so far and wide-shall stand as a 
warning voice against the free-willism, the creature sufficiency, and the 
carnal latitudinarianism, which are so deceptively rife in Christendom at 
the present time, especially in connection with the much-talked-of revival 
movements. And we here add our further protest to this what we 
venture to believe is altogether, in a spiritual and saving point of view, 
a niistaken work. Had we a thousand tongues, and could we make our 
voice reverberate to the world's very uttermosts, we would reiterate yet 
again and a.gain and again .that Scriptural and most significant testimony, 
" It is not by might, nor by power, but My Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts ; " " Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God." In the professing, as well as in 
the profane, world, of our time, men talk as though that gTeat truth had 
ceased to be what it was, namely, that the gTeat Jehovah "ruleth in the 
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, and that none 
can stay His hand, or say, What doest Thou?" 

In the case of the at present so deeply tried and afflicted Mrs. Muller, 
it will be seen how momentarily dependent the Lord's children are upon 
Himself; that however clear their call by grace, and however long they 
may have walked in the snnshineofHis smile, and enjoyed a holy assurance 
and a childlike trust in His continuous good will and favour, there is no 
position or circumstances whatever which will justify aught approaching 

' a carnal confidence that such state of mind shall continue. Yea, more, 
apart from the Arminian. 11upposition that grace may fail, and lack, as 
such theorists do, a belief in the final perseverance of the saints; even 
those who most thoroughly hold that there is a '' covenant ordered in 
all things and sure," and believe as they may that the Lord has a people 
whom Re has eternally loved and will preserve even to the end; yea, 
more, hoping as such may aforetime have done that they personally have 
been the objects of that love, and the recipients of the grace and the 
mercy which flow from that love; yet, we contend, it is but for the Lord 
to withhold, even for a moment, His bright and blessed manifestations, 
or to withdraw that simple, childlike trust in Himself and in His kind 
and gracious acts which He has been wont aforetime to impart; and 
down such a soul-even of however long standing-sinks, according to 
feeling and apprehension, into the very vortex of despair! 

Dear Mrs. Muller's is only one of numberless such cases. Long before 
we were connected with the Gospel Magazine, there appeared in its pages 
a touching narrative connected with the latter life and experience of the 
sainted mother of the celebrated Robert Hall. She was the wife of a 
minister, and, after walking in the sweet assurance of faith for some 
twenty years, fell of a sudden into the depths of despair. She was so far 
divested of hope that, in two separate paroxysms of agonizing grief, she 
seized the watch at her bed's-head, and, throwing it violently over the 
foot of the bed upon the floor, exclaimed, "As sure as that watch breaks, 
I shall be lost." The watch neither even broke nor even stopped! 
Astounded at which, she again exclaimed, "Who can tell ? " Soon after, 
through rich and distinguishing mercy, it pleased the Lord afresh to visit 
her poor distressed soul. The clouds were dispersed-her doubts were 
all remoYed-and she died rejoicing in the Lord, to the great comfort 
and sati1;faetiou of her lmsband, who, in connection with so great and 
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glorious a change, was made the more willing to surrender her into the 
hands of Him who had eternally loved and everlastingly redeemed her. 

We know that in such cases as Mrs. Hall's or Mrs. Muller's-this 
darkness of soul and intense anguish of heart--it is commonly ascribed 
to physical causes. Granted ; but has the Lord nothing to do with such 
physical causes ? Has His hand naught to say to them ? So close is the 
connection between mind and body that the one acts upon the other, and 
that oftentimes most imperceptibly. Let not those, however, who are so 
free to argue about physical causes forget the blessed comprehensiveness 
of the heart-cheering testimony of the Psalmist, in the o;rening of his 
103rd Psalm: "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; who crowneth thee with loving
kindnesses and tender mercies." Was there nothing of "the physical " 
in Hezekiah's case, when "he turned his face toward the wall, and prayed 
unto the Lord, and wept sore;" yea, when, "in the bitterness of bis 
soul," he exclaimed, "0 Lord, I am oppressed : undertake for me " ? 

Whilst we would deeply sympathize with and earnestly pray for our 
friend and brother, in his present deep anguish and bitter sorrow-for 
this we know it to be-and whilst we would seek most earnestly to enlist 
the prayers of our dear readers that his beloved wife may be divinely 
supported in her present painful position, and (if the Lord's will) 
speedily restored to her husband and her home; we pray, at the same 
time, that this case may specially be used of the Lord tq~!l- deeper in
wrought and more thorough conv~9tion ,tha~ al~,grace-work-in its 
buddings, its progress, its maturity..:.i;;.ii! abiltilutely and entirely of God, 
and not in the leastwise of, or from, or by the creature; that- however a 
"Paul may plant, or an Apollos water, it is God (and God alone) that 
giveth the increase." 

THE LATE MR. SAMUEL MILNER. 

ABOUT forty years since Samuel Milner was raised up as a firm and 
useful preacher of the Gospel. On Sunday morning, March 21, 1875, 
in his own residence he breathed his last. During those forty years 

Mr. Milner has trodden a comparatively easy path ; has. been honourably pre
served in the faith of the Gospel; has been a co-worker with some of the 
greatest men of this generation, and has pow entered into the joy of His Lord. 
As Easter Holidays fall at the end of Mar9h, we are obliged to make up our 
April number too early to give any particulars ; but, if we are spared, all that 
is likely to be of any interest may appear another time. 

SWEET HOPES OF SPRING. 
To IIIY DAUGHTER. 

I BBIID herewith, my Lizzie dear, 
Some violets-firstlings of this year; 
To many they would be no prize, 
But they are preoious in my eyes: 
More precious than the Koh-i-noor, 
Or all that godless men adore. 
'Tie not their beauty that 1 see 
That makes these flowrets dear to me: 
It is the message that they bring
The gladdening news of coming spring. 

And yet 'tie not that spring alone 
When earth her beauteous robes puts on, 
But that more glorious spring day when 
The Lord shall come to earth 11gain 
To break the fetters of the towb, 
And bid His dear ones ever bloom : 
Bathed in the sunlight of His love, 
In homes prepared for them above. 

Billericny. Your affectionate Father, ROBT. DUNCAN-
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WHERE AND ROW CAN I PREACH? 

LOTS of good people are anxious to preach. Let them not be so aristocratic 
and priest-ridden, or to think that he is only a preacher who ependa 
hours over making a sermon, and then goes a long way upstairs into 

a kind of sentry-box between heaven and earth, to take hie sermon off his 
memory on to liis lips, and coolly lay it out before the people. Now, while I 
admire such deep students, such carefully self-trained oratore, such holy and 
devout pastors-and the Church requires them; still I am much in love 
with the practical preaching contended for in the following note :-

No sooner does the Lord Jesus convert a man or woman unto Himself than 
He lays right upon him or her that blessed , commission : "Now, go and 
preach Me; l~t thy light shine." There are a great many ways of preaching 
Jesus Christ without receiving ordination from a Church court; yee, without 
ahoosing a text; much more without standing in a pulpit. 

Wilberforce could proclaim a Gospel of love on the floor of the British 
Parliament though he never wore a surplice, nor had the hand of an ordaining 
bishop laid on his honoured head. George H. Stuart was an apostle of the 
Cross when he organized the Christian commission to carry the comforts and 
the consolations of the Gospel of peace into the very midst of the camp and 
battle-field, and the scenes of blood and carnage. And so was John McGregor 
when he organized the Shoeblacks' Brigade in the' streets of busy London. 
Hannah More preached Christ in English drawing-rooms ; Elizabeth Fry in 
Newgate Prison to the brazen outcasts of the street; Sarah Smiley to the Negro 
Freedmen on the plantations. Sometimes God gives Hie blood-bought children 
a single message to carry to the hearts of men and makes it mighty through 
its infinite power to the saving of multitudes of souls. Uur Lord scatters Hie 
eommissions widely ! Harlan Page dropping the tract and the tender word 
in New York workshops; Nettleton guiding anxiou~ souls, weeping, to the 
Cross, in the inquiry meeting. The Dairyman's Daughter murmuring the 
name of Jesus with her last faint breath, till we seem to hear it sounding 
across the seas; Halyburton lifting up hie pale, emaciated hand on his dying 
bed, and saying: " 0 God, this is the beet pulpit Thou hast ever placed me in!" 
All these were living, irresistible preachers of the truth as it is in J esue Christ. 
For, after all, the most eloquent, unanswerable argument for the religion that 
is to be taught here and everywhere, is a true, brave Christian life. Powerful 
as are words, actions speak louder. They cost more, and will count more. 

ANOTHER LOSS. 

EBENEZER CHURCH, at Cottenham, has sustained a serious lose in the 
death of our mutual friend, Mr. Wm. Ward (father of Mr. Wm. Ward, 
of Pimlico). He was privileged to be present at his son's recognition. 

He was a great sufferer : as he passed through the furnace he never 
murmured :-He only said, "This cannot last. But I am in His hands; 
the Lord is good; just and right are all His ways!" He died March 17th, 
1875. He was calm and collected to the last. He said "I am in great pain 
gf body." How is your mind, sir! "I am in Jesus I on the Rock! in His 
arms!" IIe felt he was passing into heaven. He gave directi()ns to his son 
Oharles conceming his funeral: "at evening-tide there was light." When he 
had done about his funeral, he said, "I know whom I have believed: He 
will keep me;" and l!e became quiet: there was now no suffedng, and with a 
smile which almost brightened into laughter, his happy soul passed into "the 
rest that remaineth for the people of God." He was-one of our oldest members. 
He sustained the office of Deacon in the Church for a number of years; was 
eonsistent, upright; a staunch supporter of God's truth; a lover of good 
men· a Christian. He sat under the ministry of the late Thoe. Sutton, R. G. 
Edw~rds, Wilkins, Wyard, Pung, &c. "Kn_ow ye not tha~ a prince, a~d a 
great man is fallen in Israel?" He was buned, March 22, rn our beautiful 
cemetery. His funeral sermon was preached March 28th. J.B. WARREN. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Forty Years in the Wilderness. Such I itself in speculative searchings into those 
is the title of "A Sermon preached a.t things which a.re hidden. 'fo be ever• 
Rehoboth chapel, Lockwood, Dec. 6, 1874; lastingly saved, we must know and believe 
being the 40th anniversary of Mr. William· in Him, a.e the co-equal, the co-eternal, 
Orowther's Ba.ptism." Published by R. covena.ntly a.ppointed and anointed Son of 
Ba.nks, Racquet court, Fleet street. the Father; a.e the God-man Media.tor, 
Remarkable number is "forty" in the "a.hie to save unto the uttermost a.11 that 
Word of God, in the history of some of come unto God by Him!" A living faith 
the good old saints who honoured and in the a.dora.~le Christ of God will carry 
served God in a.ncient times. Here is the soul to glory. In this Forty Years in 
one who has followed the Lord faithfully, the Wilderness, Mr. Crowther has very 
and served the Ohurches of Christ very briefly reviewed the way the Lord ha.th 
usefully for many years; and no one who led him. We a.re glad it is published. 
listens to Mr. Crowther, a.s he now It was the very thing we wa.nted; and it 
ministers the Word of life, would be will be useful to young and old. For 
-disposed to believe that he could be more years Mr. Crowther has rendered much 
tha.n a. very young disciple when the real help to our Churches; and we a.re all 
Lord wa.s pleased to oa.ll him to follow bound to get the sermon thoroughly well 
Him in the beautiful, the most deeply circulated in a.11 directions. It touches 
aolemn, and very significant ordina.nce of some points with clearness and ability 
Ba.ptism by immersion. He is now in his which our people require more perfectly 
prime. Some yea.re a.fter we had been to understand. 
,settled in the ministry in London we Sunday School Union has sent us some 
ocoa.eionally heard of unpleasant occur- ha.ndsome specimens of their new month
rences ta.king place a.t Old Zoa.r chapel, in lies :-Th& Sunday School Teacher, Kind 
Alie street, where, under the late William Word~, The ,'lforning of Life, and others, 
Ga.dsby, the late John Wa.rburton, a.nd full of pretty pictures, poetry, and pleasant 
under Daniel Sma.rt, we had been both tales. 
aea.rched and sa.nctifien. Pa.inful dis- " Where can we find it? " Letters 
turbances were not unfrequent there; but from a.II quarters come a.eking this ques
the course pursued by the Ohurch, under tion. It has led us to a deeper search 
the la.te Mr. Kersbaw's direction, in than ever. "Where ?-and What ?-Is 
,severing some from their communion, and True Religion?" In Cheering Word.• 
excluding others from their pulpit, wa.s for March, we gave a striking answer to 
pa.in fully destructive of peace, prosperity the two questions,-" Where? and Wba.t? '' 
and ha.rmony in Old Zoa.r. It has never Lately we lent a. volume of Huntington'& 
been since wha.t it was before these things works to a. Christian gentleman. After 
occurred, At tha.t time we first heard of reading it he expressed himself delighted. 
one Mr. William Crowther, who was de- He sa.id it was so real, so genuine, every 
ola.red to be unsound concerning the Son- word appeared so sincere. We wish those 
•hip of our Lord Jesus Obrist; a.nd, from who have riches would enable us to pub
that period until the present, there ho.ve lish, iu cheap, handsome numbers, the 
not been wa.nting either pens or pa.rsona works of William Huntington, so that 
who ha.ve thrown out insinuations very the poor and the rising re.cc might easily 
-0ritica.l, a.nd sometimes very cruel. But in obtain them. To us there appears but 
.nothing we ha.ve heard from, or read of, little real religion in this d11,y, although 
Mr, Crowther's teaching, ho.ve we yet dis- the efforts to civilise, mo,·a.lise, evange-
•Covered wherein he is unsound. We have lise, a.nd Christianise the people a.re more 
the strongest confidence in the blessed than ever abundant, A minister of 
Sa.viour's words: "No mo.n knoweth the Christ's Gospel, who travels every Lord's
Son but the Father; neither knoweth any day to preach in some of the home c?un
man the Father eave the Son, o.nd he to ties, says, in a. note to us, "Very little 
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.'' vital prosperity anywhere. We want 
With Pater's confession, also, we have 'Sa.nkeys a.nd Moodys ' of the right sta.mp 
,such a holy sympathy as nothing can ever and quality to a.rouse us to battle a.nd 
weaken or destroy:--" Thou art the labour, Spiritua.l stagnation ! Sta.rva.
Chriet, the Son of tlio living God." That tion in pulpit and pew! Saints col~ a.s 
regenerated soul, to whom the Holy the frigid zone ! These are hard thmgs 
Ghost has revealed the Son of the living to contend a.ga.inst. 'Help, Lord, for the 
G?d, will never rob Him of one a.tom of mighty have fallen.'" We know these 
His glory ; neither will tha.t soul delight statements are too true, and we are not 
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the only people who see, and feel, and living God. We are constantly receiving 
know, and mourn over them. Charles books and pamphlets of this character 
Graham gives the. following:- from ex-clergymen, from "Hunting-

" In Roman Catholic countries infi- tonian " ministers, and from anonymous 
delity abounds and increases. Can we writers, and it has convinced us that 
wonder? The superstitions, idolatries, there is such a large amount of dis
and more recent blasphemies of Roman quietude in the ranks of these opposers 
Catholicism shock all human reason. to baptism, that they cannot possibly be 
Thinking men cannot believe that such a still. Three sentences are frequently 
system proceeds from the God of holiness hurled at us :-1, "Your Strict Baptist 
and truth. It is much to be feared that Churches will soon die out altogether." 
the Ritualism of our own country is just 2, "The Open Communionists will soon 
now greatly swelling the tide of our in- fill the whole land." 3, "All the talented 
fidelity. A young gentleman of intelli- and popular ministers are against you." 
geuce and refinement, living in the West Now if the sentence of death has been 
of London, was some years ago extricated passed upon us; if we are already in a 
from scepticism. I asked him how he had galloping consumption; if such men as Sir 
fallen into the gulf of error? His reply Morton Peto, C. H. Spurgeon, and others 
was, that he and some members of his I are determined to annihilate the Strict 
family had been regular attendants at a Baptist Churches; and if Messrs. Baxter, 
Ritualistic Church. They entered with Bradbury, and other like brethren believe 
zest into its services, and took delight in that Water Baptism has no authority in 
its symbolism. But in the midst of one the Word of God, and ought not to have 
of the services the thought flashed upon any existence in the Church of Christ on 
his mind, 'There is no reality in this: it · the earth-if all these wise and powerful 
is mere performance.' Then, confound-' men are so thoroughly satisfied that they 
ing Christianity with Ritualism, he be- have the mind of Christ, and that we are 
came a sceptic. Why was the Reforma- nothing but poor deluded mortals-wh,
tion of the sixteenth century so rapid not let us die out quietly? Why goad 
and successful? We hesitate not to us with their disputations when they be
answer that, under the blessing of God lieve the cold hand of death is upon us? 
attending the truth preached by the We cannot tell what spirit it is that doth 
Reformers, it was mainly owing to the so irritate them that they cannot rest. 
marked contrast between their lives and We shall-if it be the will of God-look 
those of the licentious priests and the aforesaid assertions in the face, as 
monks." time and space permit-only premising, 

"The End of Water Baptism." We most confidently, that we have no un
have received a thick and laboriously- happy prejudices against our brethren. 
compiled book bearing the following We have lived now for forty full years 
title :-The 8a,cred Bond of Unity; or, with the unwavering conviction of the 
The F>nd of Water Baptism by the Minis- four following facts:-1, We were never 
tf'atum of the One Baptism with the Holy led to follow Christ in the despised ordi
Gkost and Fire, !J·c. As the compiler has nance of baptism by anything spoken or 
thus, according to his own theory, found written by man. Our religious pedigree 
" The End of Water Baptism," we have is aoon told in its outline :-We were 
thought a little common sympathy might "brought up" in the Church of England; 
have induced him to have placed a black we were cut down fiercely by the Wes
border round the title-page, with some leyans; we were raised from the borders 
account of when and where the funeral of despair by the instrumentality of two 
did take place ; for many thousands on of the Countess of Huntingdon's mi_nis
both sides of the Atlantic would weep ters, and, last of all, we were drawn mto 
bitter tears of grief, if-from the Word Church-communion with the Baptista, by 
of God, and by the teachings of the Spirit the Spirit opening and applying secretly 
of God-it eould, to demonstration, be a special portion of our Saviour's own 
proved that Water Baptism isa nonentity, words. All this we can fully explain 
and that all who have administered it, or anothor time. 2, We have been as deeply 
attended to it, have been blind leaders of convinced that we can never unmake our
the blind, and, instead of it being an or• selves as Bapti~ts, much as we di~pprove 
dinance ordained by heaven to be con• of many of their manners and their ~en. 
tinued in the Church until Christ our 3, We cannot make other people Baptists. 
Lord shall come the second•time without All who know us best know we never t1·y. 
sin unto salvation, it has been nothing It is a sacred rite the Spirit of God alone 
more nor Iese than a species of idolatry, can lead believers SBfely into. Lastly, 
and, indirectly, an insult to the blessed Our faith in the ordinance never _works 
and eternal Comforter-the Spirit of the in us cruel, bitter, unholy enmities to-
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wards other brethren who are honestly 
contending for the faith once delivered 
unto the saints. We must break off here. 
We propose to inflict upon ourselves the 
careful perusal and reviewing of this 
self-styled Sacred Bond of Unity. 

"More Grief than Gladness."· Dr. 
Kennedy's pamphlet, Hyper-Evangelism, 
Another Gospel through a Mighty Power, 
is now in our hands. It is a " Review of 
the Recent Religious Movements in Scot
land," and is published by Duncan Grant 
and Co., Forest Road, Edinburgh. Dr. 
Kennedy has entered upon his task with 
a calm, intelligent, and experienced mind. 
He cannot roll in with the mob, nor swim 
hurriedly with the masses. Of course 
the ancient cry of " Crucify him ! " is 
rushing through the land; even C. H. 
Spurgeon ventures gently to correct him, 
and others are most vehemently mad 
against him. We should be very hypo
critically wicked were we to write one line 
of censure on Dr. Kennedy's book. He 
gives his reasons candidly why he" cannot 
regard the present religious movements 
hopefully." Let every honest man read 
Dr. Kennedy's reasons, arguments, and 
conclusions; and although weak, shallow, 
and easily-excited people may not under
stand him, we are persuaded ·that every 
man who has a mind worth having-who 
has a spirit unprejudiced; every man who 
has grace enough to "prove all things, 
and to hold fast that (only) which is 
good "-will hail Dr. Kennedy as a faith
ful friend to the cause of God and truth, 
and a noble, witness to the solemnities, 
harmony, and vitality of the Gospel. .As 
to the passion and fluster of Dr. Bonar, 
we felt grieved for him and a.shamed of 
his weakness. But it proved that under
neath A.11 his splendid velvet gifts and 
creamy-softness, the moat deadly enmity 
to the sovereignty of God, and the Kingly 
Majesty of the Son of God doth still 
exist. 

We have carefully read R. W. ])ale's 
Review of Messrs. Moody and Sankey. It 
is favourable to the Revivalists; it is a 
thorough investigation of all the circum
stances connected with the movement in 
Birmingham ; it is fair, and open, and 
interesting; but our Now York letters 
are enough to discourage our hopes that 
any saving or permanent good will result. 
God alone knoweth. We pause to listen 
and to learn. We are now in the midst 
of the Metropolitan movement. What 
Meaars. Moody and Sankey will do in 
London remains yet to be seen. That 
millions will try to hear them is certain ; 
but ns every man's work is tried, and as 
" the day alone can declare " the results, 
we add no more now. 

Grace Darling-her Lighthouse, Life
boat, and Victory-is drawn in pictorial 
and historical beauty in Home W O'l'ds for 
March. When a woman's heal't is 
thoroughly set in her to accomplish any 
good thing, she will neither flinch nor 
fail. We could look at the picture of 
Grace and her father in the lifeboat, going 
out to the rescue, for hours. We wish 
we had a few " Grace Darlings" in our 
Churches: for our Churches, like little 
ships, are thrown on the breaking billows 
of a treacherous sea, with heartless men 
aboard. Oh, for a host of such God
trusting heroes, of whom it is said:-
" She holds no parley with unmanly fears; 
Where duty points she confidently steers; 
Faces a thousand dangers at Its call, 
And, trnstlng to her God, surmounts them all." 
This is the victory that overcometh the 
world and all its evils-even a living 
faith in the eternal God. 

London's dark dens and the people 
who inhabit them may be faintly dis
covered in M. J. Nicholson's S,unheam of 
Seven J)ials, published by Partridge and 
Co. If ye would more highly esteem 
your mercies, and practically pity your 
miserable neighbours, then read these 
Tales of London Life Behind the Scenes. 

The death of Sir Chas. Lyell, the ex
plorer of rocks for full fifty years, is 
noticed in The Rock of Feb. 26, in a 
spirit of charity. Whether the deceased 
geologist ever "embraced the Rock ( of 
.Ages) for the want of a shelter" is no
where set out. 
Sir Charles and his lady together did 

dwell 
In affection so tender ancl true, 

That when she departed, her sire's hElllrt 
fell, 

.And to time-things he bid his "adieu." 
Napoleon's faith in our Lord Jesus 

Christ. In Our Own Fireside for March 
there are some spirit-illuminating pape,ra: 
" The Battle of Life " and " Only Sixty 
Years .Ago " are rich in interest to our 
generation. In the review of Europa 
"Sixty Years .Ago," the following extract 
is like a bright star-or like a glow-worm 
-in a fearfully dark night, wherein ths 
din and carnage of war had been truly 
awful:-

" It is said that among the conversa
tions Napoleon held with his friends in St. 
Helena was one concerning the Divinity 
of J eaus Christ. Tu ruing to Count Mon
tholon, he saicl, ' Can you tell me who 
Jesus Christ was?' When the question 
was declined, he added, 'Then I will tell 
you: .Alexander, Cresar, Charlemagne, 
and myself have founded great empires 
upon force, but Jpsus alone founded His 
empire upon love, and at this very day 
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millions would die for Him. These were Many thousands of our readers may not' 
men-I em a man: Jesus Christ was know Mr. Ormiston; to all of them we 
more than man. I have inspired multi- feel muoh pleasure in introducing him a.a 
tudes with such an enthusiastic devotion the Author of this bleBBed exposition of 
that they "·ould have diod for me; but to the eterne.1, essential, experimental, and 
do this it was necessary that I should he glorious union and oneness existing he
visibly present with the electric influence tween the Person of our Lord Jesus 
of my looks, of my words, of my voice. Christ and all the members of that God
Christ alone has succeeded in so raising elected family ce.lled "Hie body," His 
the mind of man towards the unseen that Church, Hie spouse, His sister, and His 
it becomes insensible to the barriers of glory. As a faithful servant of Jesus 
time an3. space. Time, the great de- Christ, as a most able defender of the 
11troyer. is powerless to extinguish this Protestant cause, and as a learned theo
sacred :flame. Thie it ie which strikes me logian, Mr. Ormiston is beloved an"d 
most. Thie it is which proves to me, honoured extensively. We believe this 
quite convincingly, the Divinity of Jesus pamphlet will be useful to many in all 
Christ.' '' our Churches. . 

Let our young men, who a.re assailed A lesson we should learn and daily 
on every hand with infidelity, read a.nd practice too. "A Pastor,'' writing in 
reiterate this great saying of one of the l'he JJay of JJays for March on " the 
.greatest waniore ever the world saw. Unruly Member," says, "there is e.lto-

Think Again; or, Annihilation JJefined gether too much talking in the world; " 
-and Duproved, !\>c. By John Hanson, and we belien it. There is one passage 
Baptist Minister, Huddersfield. London: in this pa.per which every tender-hearted 
Simpkin a.nd Co. Some learned gentle- conscience-every God-fearing one will 
men in the ministry have come out boldly lay much to heart. He says:-
to declare that the doctrine of the everlaet- "Of all the sine of the tongue, evil 
ing puni8hment of the wicked-those who speaking ie, perhaps, the moat common 
live and die in sin without repentance, as well as the moat pernicious. By evil 
without the new birth, without faith in speaking, I do not mean false and me.li
the Lord J esue Christ, and without any cious statements made to injure an absent 
Scriptural and experimental hope in this person. The slanderer is tbe meanest 
wurld-that condemnation to them will liar that we.Ike upon the face of the earth. 
not be for ever ; that hell will not last for South ea.ys, • It was an apposite saying of 
ever; that such souls will not e:xiet for one of the ancients, that both the teller 
ever; but, some how or other, they will and the hearer of false stories ought to be 
-either cease to have a.ny existence, or hanged-one by the tongue, the other by 

We will not print all the con- the ears; a.nd were every one of them so 
jectures and speculative ideas which a.re served, I suppose nobody would be 10 
now extant, for they are numerous, they fond of the many mischiefs brought by 
are plausible, they a.re deceiving, and such persona 10pon the peace of the world 
none of them, or a.ll of them put together, as to be concerned to cut them down, un
can overthrow the declarations of the lees, perhaps, by cutting off the fore
Word of God, which, upon this point, mentioned parts by which they hung.'" 
a.re awfully express, definite, and deter- It may be thought there a.re societies 
mined. Like all other fatal errors, this enough in the world, but if one could be 
one tendeth to eclipse the glory of Christ, formed to be really a.n "Anti-Scandal 
and lay the beauty and harmony, grace Society "-and if all the ministers and 
and wisdom of the Goepel in confusion and members of our Churcbes would join it 
weakness. For the present, we will only and honourably sustain its character-it 
add, Mr. Hanson has taken hold of these would be useful. 
gentlemen and their speculative theories Gilead, in its February number, hl\s a 
like a man-like one that bath the Spirit I sermon on "Salvation-J eeus Able to 
•of God in him ; he has said enough to I Rave "-and to eave sinners. Frederick 
make every anxious seeker after his own I Harper, the editor and preacher, has, in 
soul's eternal peace "Think" and" Think his soul, the true knowledge of a triune 
Again." . God; his pure mind ie filled with holy 

Union with Christ, in Predestination, light, and hie tongue is like "the golden 
in Grace, and in Glory;. By Rev. Jas. bell" on the hem of the high priest's 
Ormiston, Vicar of St. David's, Holloway. garment. Like 'fimothy, tbie dear young 
To be had of the Author, 61, Ellington ma.n knoweth the Sc,·ipt,uree, and it is 
etreet, Islington. ('l'wopence). 'l'his clear the Lord knoweth him, hath loved, 
eublime and sacred piece of Divine truth and saved, and taught. him. Ma.y he live 
firet appeared in Gilead, and is now in many years to publish his darling theme, 
neat pamphlet form, published separately. "Jesus Able to Save." · 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
LIFE AND LABOURS OF MR. JOHN 

BUNYAN McCURE. 
We are requested to give the following 

review and notice of the 35th anniversary of 
Mr. J. B. McCure's ministry:-

Of those who have laboured in the Gospel, 
few have had such a lengthened and un
interrupted course as our'pastor; few have 
been made more uselul, not only in holding 
forth the Word ofLife1 but in erecting places 
of worship where Chnst is preached. 

Before Mr. McCure left this country for 
the colonies (a quarter of a century ago), 
he had some experience in enlarging the 
houses of God. After he was settled at 
Geelong, he was the means of erecting a sub
stantial place for the worship of the Lord 
God of Israel, and left the place a patrimony 
to the people and their children. He was 
nine years in Geelong. He was directed to 
Sydney ; and, on finding the place too strait 
for them, he again determined to build a new 
house for God. The toilsome days and 
sleepless nights this Sydney building cost 
him, marks it a lasting monument of his 
courage and perseverance. That the place 
might be entirely free to the people, he 
travelled 16,000 miles ofocean twice told, and 
many thousand miles up and down this 
country, to accomplish so laudable a purpose. 
His endeavours were blesaed of Jehovah ; he 
obtained all be required; and be again 
reached the distant shores of the mighty con-
tinent. · 

But a dark cloud obscured his pathway; 
the habilimeu ts or mourning plainly told him 
that the earlv loved one who had shared 
his joys and Iiis sorrows had left this vale of 
tears " to join the chorus of the skies." 
There were unmistakeable indications of pro
vidence in this sombre cloud which directed 
him again to leave the land of his adoption 
for the land of his nativity. He once mo1·e 
crossed the surging billows of the broad 
Atlantic, and assayed to find a home in 
London; " but the Spirit suffered him not." 
Providence directed bis steps to Cambridge. 
Finding our Eden too strait and dilapidated, 
he said, " It will be a disgrace to us to hand 
such a place as this down to posterity, in 
such a town as Cambridge." Being pre
eminently a man of faith and prayer, in 
po9session of zeal, he heeded not the obstacles 
m his way; he marched boldly on until he 
had, by the help of the Lord, fully accom
plished his purpose-even that of rearing in 
Cambridge o. new house for God, which, as 
a Pa1·ticular and Strict Baptist chapel1 is 
second to none iu this country. Like aear 
Kent, with a slight alteration, we say, 

"'Tts to the praise of grace we sing, 
Though ol Its glorious frnlts we tell." 

Our New Eden people determined that the 
35th anniversary of biij ministry sbould be 
commemorated. In his pulpit he was that 
Lord's-day much favoured. His morning 
text w-" But none of these things move 

me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I mi$'ht finish my course with joy, 
and the mimstry which I have received or 
the Lord Jesus, to testily the Gospel of the 
grace of God." The evening discourse was 
on the text he preached his first sermon 
from:-" Lord, remember me when Thou 
comest into Thy kingdom; and Jesus said, 
To-day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." 
It was a precious exposition of the grace of 
God in its sovereignty and its efficiency. 

On Wednesday, March 10, Mr. Bradbury 
preached in afternoon, from " The King 
bath brought me into His chambers "-a 
fine elucidation of the text, delivered with 
sweetness, accompanied with power. 

A public tea followed; after tea a public 
meeting, presided over by brother Deeks. 
Mr. McCure gave us an account of bis call 
to the ministry, with reminiscences of his 
ministerial life. Brother Bradbury related 
early life, and the Ieadings of divine provi
dence in bringing him into the ministry. 
The minds of our people were rivetted to his 
discourse. The services were much enjoyed; 
the Lord was there. J. FA v .ELL. 

March 15, 1875. 

THE LATE BELOVED PASTOR HY. 
MEADER, OF RAMSGATE. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-1 send short 
account of the life and death of our late 
minister. 

He was brought to the knowledge of him
self under dear brother Joseph Irons, at 
Margate, who came down to preach for 
David Denham. I have known brother 
Meade1· about twenty vears; then we met at 
Providence chapel, Broad street. He was 
always a warm lover of the truth of the 
everlasting Gospel. Since we worshipped in 
Albert street rooms (which is about eight 
years) I have been a constant companion 
with him. His converse was always upon 
the best thing; he spoke to the people in a 
humble, loving way. The Lord blessed the 
Word lrom his lips very much. He not 
only preached the Gospel, hut walked ac
cording to the Gospel : in fact, I never knew 
a more walking Christian. He loved the 
Lord's people, aud the people loved him. If 
any one will mi&• him, I shall. He was a 
lather in Israel. Not like some, sometimes 
hot, other times cold : he was always the 
same kind loving sph-it from the first l knew 
him until he fell asleep in a precious Christ. 
He was failing for years. I was frequently 
with him in bis illness, He did not murmur, 
but said, " It is the Lord; let Him do what 
seemeth Him good ! Whether l live or die, 
I am the Lord's." 

The morning before be fell asleep, bis wife 
said, " Father, the morning breaketh; have 
you a portion? " He said, " The Lord is my 
portion." 

1 saw him a Jew hours before he left this 
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world. I repeated that blessed hymn of 
Kent's: 

" Great Rock, for weary sinners made." 

When I repeated the verse, 
"And when that awful storm takes plaoe 

That hurls destrucLion far and near, 
My soul shall refuge in Thy grace, 

And take her glorious shelter there:" 
he clasped his bands and said, " Bless the 
Lord, I have no other refuge, my brother; 
tell the people that the Church is complete in 
a precious Christ ! " 

I thought the end was approaching, for 
the words came to me with power : " The 
time of his departure is at hand." He was 
calm, happy; perfectly sensible to the last 
moment of time; and I will say, "Let me 
die the death of the righteous; and let my 
last end be like his." He is gone to be with 
Him whom he dearly liked to speak about; 
and may the same kind, loving, forgiving 
spirit be in all the Lord's family : for he Jived 
very near his Lord and Master; and I hope 
the Lord will bless the Word that shsll be 
spoken by me as he did our dear brother's 
testimony, now in eternal glory; so, if it is 
tbe Lord's will, the few sheep in the wilder
ness shall be fed by that Shepherd who giveth 
unto His sheep eternal life. Such is the 
heart's desire and prayer of S. MILr,ER. 

The room will still be open Lord's-days. 
Morning at 11; evening, 6.30. 

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF 
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES.-Our 
annual meeting was Tuesday, March 9, at 
Soho, Oxford street. Ministers aud delegates 
assembled for business in afternoon. Mr. 
Alderson presided. Financial statement was 
read by Mr. Falkner. The association has 
funds in hand, with which the committee 
will aid Churches connected with the asso
ciation. Money is at their disposal to lend 
to Churches, without interest (with cei·tain 
restrictions), for the purpose of enlarging or 
repairing places of worship, or for paying 
outstanding debts. There is also a general 
fund nvailable for weak and struggling causes. 
A class for edccational help is conducted at 
Meard's court chapel, and the tutor's report 
showed it bas proved useful. Mr. Hazelton 
will be president for ensuing year. Mr. 
W. J. Styles is honorary secretary. The 
latter gentleman solicits suggestions for its 
greater efficiency. After the afternoon's_pro
ceedings tea was served; then, a devotional 
meeting, presided over by Mr.Alderson; when 
prayer was offered by Mr. R.Searsand Mr. G. 
Webb, with an earnest address by Mr. 
Hazelton, on the Perpetuity of the Word of 
God. It was felt that the association bas 
commenced its new year under bright.er and 
happier auspices. W. J. S. 

CHATTERIS.-Mr. J. Clark, the pastor 
of Zion chapel, Chutteris, preached bis fare
well sermon on Lord's-day evening, March 7. 
There was a large congt·egation to listen to 
bis last discourse, which was of a very profit
ahle and instructive character, from the 
words-" Thy will be done in eai·th, as it is 

in heaven." On the Saturday evening pre
vious a number of the members assembled in 
the vestry for the purpose of shewing their 
high esteem of their pastor by presenting him 
with a valuable timepiece enclosed in a glass 
dome. The presentation was made in the 
name of many friends, by the late superin
tendent of the school, with a few appropriate 
and complimentary remarks. Mr. Clark 
responded in terms of gratitude, and warmly 
expressed his feelings of Jove for those from 
whom he was about to separate. Mr. Clark 
carries with him the best wishes and earnest 
prayers of a very large circle ol friends. 

A MEMBER, 

HOU N SL O W.-Mr. Brittain (late of 
Dacre park) recently delivered three lectures 
at the Independent chapel. Subjects: The 
Tabernacle: its Construction, Furniture, 
Ritual, &c. ; The Exodus from Egypt : 
Scenes in the Wilderne•s; A Tour Round the 
World with the Missionaries. Each subject 
illus1rated by splendid dissolving views. Mr. 
Brittain did ample justice to the subjects. 
He very clearly expounded our Saviour's 
work on earth, and God's great love and 
mercy to the children of Israel whilst pass
ing through the wilderness. His last lecture 
revealed the hardships. ot missionary life: 
their difficulties in every part of the world · 
taking in succession their work in North and 
South America, Africa, and a great part of 
Asia. The chapel was filled-every one well 
satisfied. The entertainments give great 
credit to the lecturer, who deserves to be en
cuuraged by all Christian communities. 

J. W. WHITELEY. 

LONDON ROAD.-Earl street chapel, 
the present scene of Mr. Thomas Stringer's 
ministry, was opened on Tuesday, March 16, 
for special services, when William Crowther, 
Esq., J.P., of Gomersal, delivered a power
ful discourse on the words, " If they hear 
not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they believe, though one rose from the dead." 
Mrs. Stringer {the minist.er•~ good wife), her 
daughter, and helpers served up a beautiful 
tea. Mr. Crowther presided over the evening 
meeting, and opened up the ~cene on the 
Mount of Transfiguration ; called upon the 
ministers to speak on those two expressive 
words," Jesus Only." Prayer was presented 
by C. W. Banks, and brethren T. Stringer, 
H. Myerson, W. J. Gooding, R. A. Law
rence, Geo. Baldwin, C. Spencer, Esq., and 
others heartily addressed the assembly on the 
sufficiency of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

ROCHDALE. -The ministry of Mr. 
James Hand, in Public Hall, is useful to 
many. Our new building will, D.V., be 
opened about Whitsuntide. Mr. Hand's ser
mon is on the way. 

MATFIELD GREEN-Mr. Bm•bridge 
came up from Plymouth, in February, to 
preach the funeral sermon for the lnte yuung 
Mr. Bujl'gs, ol Cnpel, who was rather sud
denly called away by deulh. His hope was 
only in the Lord. 
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BRIGHTON. 
EBBNBZBR CHA.PEL RICHMOND BT. 

-It is pleasant and refreshing to learn of 
solid spiritual prosperity in these " gloomy 
and dark days; " it is with much satisfaction 
that we record the Lord's continued good
ness to the above cause. More than twenty 
years have run their solemn course since the 
late Mr. Joseph Sedgwick was" called up 
higher" to enter into the immediate presence 
of his God and of bis glorified Lord and 
Master. Manr., very many too, of Mr. 
Sedgwick's spiritual children have followed 
him into the heavenly mansions, and their 
places here below have been filled up by 
others " called by the grace of God " through 
the instrumentilllty of their beloved and 
highly-favoured pastor, Mr. Atkinson. We 
have been informed that an average of from 
fourteen to sixteen persons per annum have 
been added to the Church, and that, at the 
present time, there are many applicants for 
11ittings who cannot at present be accommo
dated. However, we hear that some kind 
of enlargement is in contemplation, and that 
one kind friend has offered £100 towards re
seating the chapel. We believe it is also in 
contemplation to celebrate the jubilee of the 
Church some time during the summer. The 
school now numbers between 400 and 500 
children, and is in a highly-flourishing state 
-prayerfully worked and jealouslv guarded 
against the clap-trap and sensatfonillism of 
the day. Ac.d surely a sound and godly pas
tor, who lo'{es ;and preaches the pure truth, 
has a right to expect the same ( and no 
other) sentiments to be taught in the classes. 
The Bible classes for young men and young 
women have proved a Vffl:Y great blessmg to 
all concerned. Pray Bild work, work and 
pray appears to be their motto. 

BOND STRBET CHAPEL.-To 
" strengthen the things which remain " 
would seem to be an appropriate text for this 
Church and its pastor, for appearances are 
rather depressinll' all round. It is the whole 
truth God enjoms upon His people, and 
nothing less than this will ever, under God, 
bring prosperity, peace, and unity. This 
cause is not without some seasons of refresh
ing, but the "glory of the foi·mer days" is 
wanting. "A mother in Israel," the widow 
of the late Mr. Savory, the former pastor, was 
a short time ago called to clasp hands with 
her once beloved husband before the throne 
of the once-slain Lamb, whose glory fills 
and charms the heaven of heavens. 

SUSSEX STREET CHAPEL.-Since the 
resignation of Mr. Geo. Wyard, the pulpit 
in this place has been filled by Mr. Balfern, 
but " wooden hearers " stubbornly resist 
any marked improvement in the general 
attendance. If duty-faith teaching, and the 
winsome manner of a very amiable and cul
tured Christian gentleman could " bring the 
wanderer home," then we might surely ex
pect this to be a most successful cause. But 
hard hearts are not broken for sin by smooth 
and gentle words, but by the Spil'it of the 
Lord alone. Talking taith is easy and simple, 
but to "live a life of faith on the Son of 
God," through sunshine and storm, is a very 

different matter indeed. Our God is every
where doing His holy will. 

IMM AN UBL CHURCH. - In this 
beautiful town of Bri~bton Dr. Winslow 
has now found a pleasant abode, and preaches 
in one of the most neat and comfortable of 
buildings. The services of the Prayer Book 
are carried out in such a manner as to dis
arm many a rigid Dissenter of bis prejudices 
against the "rites and ceremonies " of the 
Church of England. Sound, spiritual, and 
instructive, the Doctor alwavs is, yet many 
a little Baptist "Zoar" or "'Bethel" would 
favourably compare with the more learned 
and aristocratic services of the above church. 
There are many who, through traditional 
and social prejudices, would never enter a 
"conventicle "-no, not if Paul himself was 
the preacher; some such find a home at 
Immanuel church. Very soothing and re
freshing have many found the Doctor's week 
night sel'vices to be; and quiet, orderly, and 
devout the demeanour of the worshippers. 
Let Dissenters take the hint. 

WALTHAM ABBEY. - Miss Maria 
Baker, a dear sister in the Lord, bas 
just departed this life (March 15), after a 
lingering illness. A short time before her 
death she wished much to see me, and, as I 
approached her bedside, she took me by the 
hand (which was cold and enfeebled by the 
throes of death) and begged of me to pray 
with her, after which she exclaimed, with 
great earnestness and joy, "Jesus is all, and 
I'm a poor sinner. I can trust Him; blessed 
be His name " &:c. The last words she ex
pressed in my hearing were,-

" A guilty, weak and helpless worm, 
On Thy kind arms I fall ; 

Be Thou my strength. and righteousness, 
Mv Jesns and my a I."' 

This gracious woman was born early in the 
present century, of godly parents, then 
living in the town ot Plymouth. When 
young and tender in years the Lord was 
pleased to call her by His grace; and for 
more than half-a-century she exhibited by 
her walk and godly conversation that she 
was unmistakeably a true disciple of Christ. 
For many years she was privileged to sit 
under the ministry of the old vicar of 
Charles, Plymouth, Robert Hawker, D.D., 
whose sermons on "The Divinity ol Christ," 
are well worthy of a careful reading. She 
was also on friendly terms with good old 
Samuel Eyles Pierce, whose sermons were 
very precious to her soul. Prior to her death 
she promised me au original letter of this 
once famous preacher, ou "Spiritual and 
Natural Religion," which bas not yet been 
published; and should it come into my 
possession, the Editor of the " Earthen 
Vessel" shall not fail to see a copy ot it, for 
it quite refreshed me some years since when 
I read it. Moreover, this, our venerable 
Christian sister, knew personally the famous 
hymn writer, Johu Kent, and frequently 
v1Sited bis house with her parents; and in 
later years she woulil often speak to me of 
the peculiarities and eccentricities of this 
dear old author of" Otiginal Gospel hymns," 
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who went to glory, November 15, 1843, ex
claiming, " I rejoice in hope; I am accepted 
-accepted ! " I may here beg to mention 
that the deceased for many years resided with 
one ol the near relatives of Mr. Ja mes 
Upton, one of the old pastors of the Baptist 
chapel, Church street, Rlackfriars, whose 
memory will long he held dear by those who 
knew him, although his ministerial abilities 
were very poor and tame at best. 

W. WINTERS. 

LIVERPOOL.-A minister of the old
fashioned Gospel in Liverpool sends us a 
long criticism of Moody and Sankey. We 
cannot give it this month. We hope our 
correspondent is enjoying the power and 
presence of the Lord in bis soul and in 
his work. We are silently weeping over 
three sentences in Rev. xiii. 3 :-" I saw one 
of his heads as it were wounded to death·" 
2. "And his deadly wound was healed':" 
3. " And all the world wondered after the 
beast." 

[We dare not expoond it now.-E».l 

FAVER SHA M.-Noah's Ark Baptist 
chapel. The Lord has again added to our 
number one who testified at Canterbury 
Zoar Baptist chapel (kindly lent us), on 
March 10, what the Lord had done for her 
soul, by following through the ordinance of 
believers' baptism. Our pastor, Mr. Wise, 
of Faversham, preached on the occasion from 
the words, " Behold the Lamb of God," to a 
large company, including several ministers 
from the surrounding districts. The Lord, 
our Divine Master, gave an abundant bless
ing to minister and hearers.-J ORN BANKS, 
Deacon, Faversham, Kent. 

A BASKET OF ANCIENT FRUIT 
GATHERED AND PRESENTED 
BY MANY HANDS. 

As we sat on the platform in Shalom 
chapel, Hackney road, Feb. 23. 1875, we 
realised a little of the Mount Tabor text, 
and our solemnised feelings said, " Master, 
it is irood for us to be here." It was the 
fifterntb annual celebration of Henry 
Myerson's pastorate over that one True 
Baptist Church. 

It is not ev•ery man in these days who bas 
worked on steadily, faithfully, successfully, 
and cheerfully in one garden, with one 
people, serving one Master, seeking one end 
-the glory of God in the experimental 
salvation and consolation of some of the re
deemed. But sueb has been Henry Myer
son's happy Jot in Shalom, and be still Jives 
in the hearts of the people. This was evident, 
for they gathered in good numbers; they sang 
like happy and united saints, and then they 
authorised our kind-hearted Christian bro
ther, Thomas Bonny, who presided over this 
fifteenth celebration with much prudence 
and a loving Christian deportment, to pre
sent their pastor with a substantial purse1 
which was well freighted with gold ana 
silver, for which Henry returned to them 
bis best thanks as well as be could. The 
programme of the evening was excellent. 

C. W. Ranks was called to speak on Grace. 
He behaved middling quiet; and 88 there 
were so many good nnd great ministers to 
follow, he occupied but a little time. He 
brie~y shewed the nature, the coming, the 
con tmuancei the comforts, the conquests and 
crowning 1:1" ories of grace, 88 set forth in 
Ezekiel's sixteenth chapter. They sung,-

" Sovereign grace, o'er sin abounding," &c. 
Then Mr. W. H. Evans, the minister of 
Avenue chapel, Camden town, stepped 
forward to ~peak of the social and the savmg 
character of grace, which he illustrated by 
homely and seasonable references. We said, 
Mr. Evans thinks seriously, speaks gravely, 
and declares truth with decision. 

On the confirmation of the testimony of 
Christ, Mr. J. Griffitb,of Hope chapel, spoke 
mildly, building up his speech on Scripture 
promises. 

That smiling rose-bud in summer, the 
pastor of Camden .Town Baptist Church, 
that increasingly popular preacher, Mr. 
George Webb, came next, with a warm ex
position of Paul's words,-" Waitinp for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.' Then 
all the people sung, with much emotion of 
heart,-
" When Thou, my righteous Judge, shall come.'" 
Brother Bonny called up " Bishop Lodge" to 
address the meeting, which call he willingly 
obeyed. . 

The faithfulness of God.!. by Mr. Osmond1 
and the harmony of the c.;hurcb's faith lina 
conversation, by Mr. W. Symonds, were 
wholesome themes, and opened up with 
careful and wise words. The chairman and 
the pastor finished the speaking. C. W. 
Banks asked the Lord's blessing. The choir 
~ung,-

" All hall,'' &c, 
Thus ended a season of edification and com
fort. 

LIMEHOUSE.-Coverdale School Room, 
Waterloo street, Commercial road. On 
Wednesday, March 10, the 5th anniversary 
of the formation of the Church was held, 
when a good num!,er of friends partook of 
an excellent tea; after which Mr. Elvin 
delivered an excellent discourse from Romana 
vii. 25, " So then with the mind I mvself 
serve the law of God ; but with the flesh the 
law of sin." The place was well 
attended, and amongst the friends present 
were brethren Kemp, Milbourn, Carpenter, 
and others. Mr. Carpenter has been sup
plying here the whole of Mareb, and he will 
continue to do so the montbs of April and 
May. He appears to be well received at the 
Room, the place being well filled. I do not 
think the friends holding office there could 
have made a better choice ; be is just the 
man suited for the East end people, and I 
!,ave no doubt will draw large numbers. 
I hope to bear yet that the deacons have 
given him a further invitation. The place 
last Sunday was quite full. 

ONE DOWN BAST. 
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WILLENHALL - WHAT ARE WE I fast spreading on every hand. Deism, 
DOING? Scepticism, Romanism, and Ritualism, 

We ll1"P. seeking to ascertain the state of carry away the minds of the people in this 
-our Churches all through the kingdom. neighbourhood. As the writer c~n testify, 
Where ministers are faithful, their Churches Ritualism is more delusive in tampering 
poor, and causes declining, we would recom- with the young than most are aware of. 
'mend, in the fear of the Lord, that they Its processionals, musical influences, de
apply to brother J. B. McCure to visit them. corated altars, and trashy literature, deceive 
He is anxious, with ourselves, to he useful. the unwary and attract the simple. May 
A correspondent says:- the King of kings quickly arise in triumph 

DEAR BANKs,-It has been laid on my and sweep away the Babel-building of these 
mind to state my views of the religious anti-Christian teachers, and raise for Him
movements of the Baptist Churches in sell a spiritual and holy temple. So prayeth 
Willenhall. one whom the Lord has taught to 

This town holds in its bosom about 27,000 LOVE THE TRUTH. 
inhabitants. As you walk about to " mark [Our Churches should band together for 
well her bulwarks,'' you will find a few united prayer; and by lectures and sermons 
,praying souls handed together by sovereign wam the people. Do our watchmen read 
grace, meeting for worship of our triune Ezekiel xxxiii.? and Haggai's three chap
God in Gower street chapel-a tru th-Ioving ~ers? q~, minis1ters and people ! are we not 
people, enjoying the ministry of Mr. Ricbd. m Rev. m. 1-4.] 
Turner. He is a bold defender of the truth; 
.a faithful advocate for the doctrines of God's 
-discriminating grace. Our prosperity is not 
what we wish; still we keep in prayer not 
-despising the day of small things. A little 
more earnestness for the courts of the Lord's 
,hou,e we do desire. It is the continual 
prayer of the writer that the people may 
·feel the weight of Paul's exhortations (Heh. 
x. 25), "Not forsaking the assembling of 

-ourselves together," &c. 
This little Church is a branch of the 

·Church at Little London, who built that 
-commodious chapel during the time when 
Samuel Cozens ministered there. It was 
-opened by the late John Foreman, about 
twenty-four years ago. Bright and happy 
days were then enjoyed ! Many sad changes 
have they experienced. Some are gliding 
into modem unions-Generals and Open 
•Communions. 

What do these things mean? We wish 
all the ministers proved themselves to he 
what you once designated one," bold defenders 
-of the truth!" We want ministers in these 
.parts who l'Rn earnestly contend for the 
truth as it is in Jesus; preaching Jehovah's 
J!()vereign choice of His people; the necessity 
of the work of the Holy Spirit in bringing 
them into n state of grace; their everlasting 
security in Christ, nnd final perseverance 
unto glory. But it is not so. 

Another branch of this Church may be 
·found meeting in Lichfield street chapel 
(once called Mount Calvary). We Jove a 
pure New Testnment Gospel. Some of our 
neighbours at Bilston formerly worshipped 
at Little London. They increased ; were 
formed into a Church during the pastorate 

-of Jesse Gwinnel. They built their preseat 
chapel. The memorial stone was laid by the 
late James Wells. They are in peace and 
unity; but the labours of their minister, 
Mr. Lodge, soon ceases. May the Lord give 
them another under-shepherd. 

When we look upon the low state of Zion, 
!'nd the lack of holy and spiritual J!Ower, it 
18 enough to bnnd us together 1u soul
.agonizing cries to the Lord, to arise and have 
mercy upon Zion, and send more faithful 
:J.ibourers into the vineyard. Errors are 

LEICESTER. 
From "Gospel Magazine" for March 

we copy the following note from that good 
pilgrim, Mr. Thorpe Smith. We are glad 
to find one whose exercises of soul we can 
truly sympathise with. He says,-

" I cannot walk with those who are al
ways on the mount; their pace is too fast 
for me: nor can 1 walk with those who 
appear to be always in the dark, and con
tinually at work at the dung gate. In my 
experience, I have found to this day that 
as sure as day and night follow in succes
sion naturally, so do they in me spiritually. 
Kings, against whom there is no rising up, 
may appear very stately in their going. 
The warriors who only beat the air do not 
get many wounds in such a conflict. The 
prince of this world is not divided against 
himself; with the seed of the woman he is 
ever at war. 

" We have lost another of our hearers, a 
steadfast friend, named Jacques, eighty-four 
years of age, a .6.rm abider by the stuff, 
though oft such a weakling in faith as 
not to be able to go over the brook to battle. 
He has followed another of the same de
scription, who went home a year ago. The 
Lord will have His own. He paid too dear 
for them to Jet them ever fall out of His 
hands. It is a precious reality dear Hart. 
states when he says,-
"Blest ,oul thatcan•t say, 'Obrist only I seek;' 

Walt for Him alway; be constant, though 
weak: 

The Lord whom thou seekcst will not tarry 
long; 

And to Him the weakest ls dear as the 
strong." 

BOW.-DEAR C. W. BANKS,-Tbe mes
senger Death has come within our family cir
cle. Its visit how sad! One who loved you~ 11 
minister above others-even my poor wife. 
Just prior to Christmas she had heard you 
with pleasure. Since then her dropsy, en
largement of heart, &:c., increased tearfully. 
In about twelve hours she had nineteen fits, 
and remained for a week ( excepting some 
items of time) in an unconscious state; so 
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that we have had little opportunity of know
ing anything of her state of mind. But she 
loved that beautiful hymn in Erskine:-
" There ls nothing round this precious earth 

To suit my vast desires; 
To more refined and solid mirth 

My boundless soul aspires." 

She has done with time, its changes and 
matters; and I and mine are left. We 
hav.e watched her anxiously, day and night 
for a long time. 0 that the stroke may ~ 
overruled to the salvation of son and daughter 
yet remaining ; and to my own soul's well
being; the glory of a triune Jehovah, and 
the benefit of His Zion, as long as it may 
please a_ gracious God to permit me to laoour. 
Yours 1D Jesus, FREDX. GREEN. 

2, British street, Bow road, Mile end. 

THE POOR AND AFFLICTED MI
NISTERS OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST; 

Both sides of the Christian minister, as 
drawn by Paul in his seven-fold contrast, 
were briefly reviewed in a funeral sermon, 
preached by C. W. Banks, in Speldhurst 
Road chapel, Sunday evening, Feb. 28, 
~875, occasioned by the death of Mr. 
Merrett. We shall, please God, ask our 
readers to consider that seven-fold contrast, 
by inserting an outline of the discourse 
itself; but this month we can only notice 
the fact of Mr. Merrett's death. 

We have, since his departure, looked over 
his books and papers. From hence it is 
clear he was a constant reader, thinker, and 
writer upon all the mysteries of the Gospel; 
and his faith in the Lord his God, and his 
fellowship in the truth, was real, genuine, 
and continued for very many years. This 
may come out more clearly when we give 
the notes of the discourse. 

Charles Edgar Merrett was born at Pains
wick, in Gloucestershire. He died at 
Hoxton, in January, 1875. During the last 
quarter of a century, he was principally 
devoted to the work of the ministry. We 
were with him twice before he departed, and 
believe the testimony we hope to ipve will 
~oice the hearts of many cif bis friends in 
dfiferent parts of the land. His life and 
death will shew there is a necessity for Mr. 
John Bunyan McCure's suggestion being 
speedily attended to. 

THE CHURCHES IN IPSWICH. 
PART I. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS. - On this
month's EARTHEN VESSEL appears a signi
ficant paragraph respecting "om· Churches" 
in Ipswich. I feel bound to reply. Before 
doing so, it will not be out of place to state 
th~t 1 pswicb has II population of nearly, or· 
qmte1 45,000. There are fifteen buildings 
callea churches, as by law established not 
one of which bas, to the writer'& knowl:iage 
a real free-grace preacher. There are fouf· 
Congregational chapels, all of which have 
large and fashionable conp:regations. Then 
there are Romon Catholic, Wesleyan, Primi
tive Methodist, and Free Methodist chapels 
also II Presbyterian church, besides Plymouth, 
Brethren, Swedenhorgians, &.c. 

Coming to the Baptists, of which there 
are six Churches, hut one is what is called a. 
united Church, i.e., Baptists and Pedo
baptists ; three others are Open Communion,. 
all of which have lately had accessions to the 
Churches. A friend of one of them bas lately 
been spending some hundreds of pounds
about the chapel ; and Tun-et Green are 
using efforts to raise a sum of £7 000 or 
over, for the purpose of building 'a new 
chapel. 

Let me just say, the doctrinal views ofi 
the ministers of these places do not accord 
with the views of those ministers and 
Churches which the EARTHEN VESSEL is, 
in tended to represent ; therefore cannot be 
supposed to form a part of " our Churches,.. 
noticed in the above-named paragraph. 
There are only two Particular Strict Baptist 
Churches in Ipswich, viz., Bethesda and 
Zoar. · 

Just a word or two respecting our two, 
causes of truth. First of Zoar. Bless the 
Lord, we are in a state of peat'e, and no .. 
without witness that the Lord is with us. At 
our last Church meeting in February, two· 
came before the Church, and gave in blessed 
testimonies of the Lord's dealings with their 
precious souls. One was my own brother. 
Both were seals to my ministry. Two others 
were proposed. Others, we hope, will, ere
long, he constrained to follow their Incamate
Lord. 

BOW.-Sixth anniversary of Mount Zion 
chapel was held March 14 and 16. Gospel 
sermons were preached by brethren Battson, 
G. Webb, aud J. Mayhew. A warm, wel
come, and wholesome tea was furnished; 
Scriptures were expounded briefly by Wm. 
Lodge, G. Pung, J. Warren, E. Langford, 
G. Webb, C. W. Banks, J. Mayhew. Mr. 
Battson presided with interesting reliefs. 
The house was crowded. This immense dis
trict requires a commodious new Baptist 
chapel. Surely some rich believers in Jesus' 
testimony could leave behind them no better 
memorial than to give Stratford and Bow a 
Strict Baptist chapel. 

Bethesda is a large chapel, and has a larger 
Church. Previous to your paragraph ap
pearing, we had not heard of the flock being 
scattered. Some have lately been before the 
Church, and are waiting to be haptized. 
There are signs of others coming. 

Again, the reports evidentl1, represent one, 
or both, of the ministers as • persisting in a, 
course tor which they are disqualified." Thi&• 
is a grave charge, and one that is very am
biguous. Our friends are asking what it 
means? It seems to imply that one, or 
both, of the ministers have been requested to
resign on the ground of their disqualification. 
N otbing of the kind has been done in either 
case. Who, or what, your correspondent 
means, we certainly arc at a loss to know. If 
he referred 10 Mr. Poock, the aged minister 
at Bethesda, it i• a piece of cruelty; for 
neither the Church or deacons have requested 
him to resign. For over thirty years he ha& 
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laboured there. His labours have been greatly 
blessed, both to the gathering in of the pur
chased flock, and to the comfort and edifying 
of the same. M oreoveri we venture to say, 
there are few ministers Jiving, whose labours 
have been more blessed. During his pastorate 
be has been instrumental in raising over 
£2,000 for liquidating debt, alterations, im
provements, &c., of the chapel. And, up to 
within the last few weeks, bas constantly 
laboured in word and doctrine. The late 
severe cold had a great eff'eet upon him. It 
pleased God to let him have a little rest ; 
but we see no reason why be should not 
shortly resume his much-loved labours. The 
pulpit has been well supplied with men of 
truth.-JOSIAH MORLING, Minister of 
Zoar chapel, Ipswich. 

fMr. Morling then proceeds to catechise 
" Q." very closely, and finishes with a solemn 
dream. These we reserve for next month. 
Meantime we trust "G." and others will be 
more explicit. We must come out of this 
with clean hands. If correspondents falsely 
represent things to us, 'l'l"e must expose 
them. We would never shield any one 
who seeks to afflict either ministers or 
Churches. We go in for truth. Let us 
hold fast by truth. All round falsehoods 
have been our murderers ; but by a mi
racle of grace, we live to pray for our foes. 
We must visit Ipswich to know the truth 
of this.-Ed.] 

IPSWICH, BETHESDA CHAPEL. 
On February 24 a tea and public meeting 

was held here, the occasion being the seventy
ninth birthday of Mr. T. Poock, who, for 
over thirty years, has been the honoured 
pastor here. After tea had been freely and 
enjoyably partaken of, the divine service, 
which was pleasant and profitable, was com
meneed by singing the · precious 117th 
Psalm,-

" From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let the Creator's pPalse arise." 

Brother Last invoked the Divine blessing. 
The pastor1 in his Of.ening remarks, ac-, 
knowledgea the Lords mercies and tender
ness towards him through another year. 
Althoue:h for a few weeks past, through in
disposition, he had not been able to preach, 
he hoped, if consistent with the will of our 
heavenly Father, to resume his much-loved 
labours among them shortly. It was with 
heart-felt gratitude he expressed his thank
fulness to those brethren who had so kindly 
supplied for him, both on the Lord's days 
and week evenings, during his illness. 

Brother Wborlow was the next who ad
dressed the meeting, which he did in bis 
accustomed wa1·m-bearted, lively, and cheer
ful manner, taking for the ground of his 
remarks the blessed subject of unity; which, 
moreover, formed the key-note for two of 
the other speakers, viz., the brethren Hough
ton and T. Poock, jun., the former treating 
upon union with Adam, as the federal head 
of all the human family, and with the La.•t 
Adam, the mystic Head of the Church; the 
latter taking union to be the only ground 

and foundation of real communion. Mr. 
Deering gave suitable words. J. Marling 
followed; S. Collins, of Grundisburgh, 
brought up the rear in a solemn and ap
propriate manner. 

Each address was followed by the choir 
singing in good style, as is their wont, pieces 
of music chosen for the occasion. 

TWO W ATERS.-Our dear brother Wm. 
Ewer, aged 80, departed this life Jan. 16, 
1875, after a long and painful illness, physical 
and mental. He was an honourable member 
at Salem chapel, Two Waters, for forty
eight years; has gone in and out before us as 
deacon for thirty years. His first call wa.;; 
under the late Mr. Miller: then his enjoy
ments were high. He would say the Lord 
had brought him in at the south gate. He 
was a deep-taught and well-established dis
ciple of Christ. He was a poor sinner, but 
always desired to give God the glory. He 
could say, "By the grace of God I am what 
I am." He kept his room a long time. His 
grief was, he could not meet with the Lord's 
people. A cloud of darkness over his mind 
led him to say, "How shall I stand the. 
trying day?" but he proved the Lord had 
"Engaged by firm decree, 

That as his day his strength should be." 
A friend said to him, "You are still on the 
Rock!" He said, "Yes!" Friend said, 
" How can I sink with such a prop? " 
Then his countenance brightened; but heart 
and flesh failed, while God was the strength 
of his heart, and is now his portion for ever. 
.May God in His infinite mercy raise one to 
take his place. Dear Banks,-Brother Ewer 
was helped by the Aged Pilgrims' Society. 
He died at 80; has left a widow, aged 76. 

.. Could you use an effort to get the widow 
placed on in the room of her deceased hus
band, W. Ewer? She has been a member 
at Salem 46 years. The God of all grace for 
many years use you in His hands to comfort 
Zion. CHARLES WOOTON. 

HADLOW. - Baptist Sunday school. 
Our meeting in connection with the chil
dren's ~unday school treat was held recentl,!". 
The fnends were glad they had assembled 
together. We were favoured to hear the
truth of the everlasting Gospel, without 
duty-faith jargon, preached by Joseph Flory. 
He is earnest for the truth and cause of 
God. Mr. Segar gave a touching account 
ol how he was brought to know himself as 
a sinner, and to know the Lord as the only 
way of escape, through the complete and 
finished work of a crucified Redeemer. Mr. 
Tyler gave an appropriate address on the 
electing love ot God. .Mr. Anscomb, from 
America, spoke cheerfully and with confi
dence of the wonders God had wrought for 
him both in England and in America. He 
contends earnestly that God saves entirely 
through a precious Christ. I felt strength
ened and refi·eshed. I desire to be grateful. 
We heartily sung, 

"All hall the power ot Jesu"s name.•• 
H. B. 
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ANOTHER ELISHA IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

[Communicated by Mr. Lee.1 
The" Bellingerites," their Faith and 

their Aged Preacher. 
The sect, called " Bellingerites," are well 

kno"•n in certain parts of this country. 
They are an orderly, unostentatious, God
fearing, God-serving class. 

The doctrines of this sect are not remark
able. They differ but slightly from the 
,Calvinists, and the difference in this respect 
is, that the Bellingerites are more Calvin
istic than any other class of Christians. They 
believe that salvation is the work of grace; 
that nothing they can do can earn for them 
salvation, but that Jesus Christ gives it to 
them as an act of grace. The Holy Ghost, 
they believe, is the Divine Inspirer and 
Teacher of His people. The awakening of 
the sinner to his lost condition they ascribe 
entirely to the Holy Spirit. They believe in 
foreordination, predestination, God's ever
lasting love, grace as a precedent of faith, 
and in the workings of the Spirit, without 
the Spirit of God, there is no godliness. 
They also lay great stress on the doctiine of 
the total depravity of man, and his restora
tion to joint-heirship with the Son of Godil 
through His boundless grace. Man fe 
through Adam, and was raised and quickened 
by the Second Adam. The Holy Ghost is to 
them the main life-sprinir of godliness. 
Instrumental music is not allowed in their 
houses of worship, and all worldliness of 
speech or attire is frowned upon. In 
a word, these people, who call themselves 
"The True Dutch Reformed Church," are 
the most conservative _of people in religious 
matters. They accept all the declarations of 
the Scripture in a literal sense. There is 
no mincmgof matters with them. Hell is·a 
hideouR, terrible reality, from which they are 

•only saved by God's great grace. They do not 
indulge in any fine-spun theories, or analy
tical discussions as to the nature of the sin
ner's punishment. To their view the lake 
-of fire and brimstone burns for ever. Other 
meets have progressed beyond this sim pie 
Btandard of faith, but the Bellingerites still 
maintain the old doctrines and the old land
marks. They are called Bellingerites, be
cause their chief man's name was Bellinger. 
He was not the founder of the sect, however. 

At the beginning of the present century, 
the members of the Dutch Reformed Church 
at Wynantskill were divided in opinion on 
certain points of religious faith. The more 
progressive majority were disposed to depart 
from some of the old doctrines, while the 
minority continued to cling to the faith as 
they received it from their fathers. A separa
tion wa.• the result. The miuority built for 
themselves a church, where they preserved 
their faith in all its stern simplicity and 
purity. They engaged a preacher, and after 
him were ministered to by Henry Bellinger, 
who is one of the most remarkable preachers 
in the counti·y. Mr. Bellinger will be 
eighty-five years of age in October. He 
has been a minister for sixty years. In his 

vouth he received acarcely any education. 
While ploughing in a field, one day, he felt 
that he had a call to preach salvation 
through grace. He left the plough and- be
came ministe1· for the seceders at Wynant
skill. The sect bas grown somewhat within 
the three quarters of a century which have 
elapsed since it was founded. 

There are now three minMers, Mr Bel
linger, Mr. Davis (formerly of Albia), and 
Mr. Fish. Societies are located at Glen, 
Johnstown, Sharon, Piermont, New York 
city, Albany, Bethlehe~~-Amsterdam, Ful
tonville, 'l'roy, and wynantskill. Mr. 
Bellinger has a general oversight at all of 
these places, except J obnstown, where Mr. 
Davis is permanently settled. 

As an evidence that the usefulness of this 
aged minister has not yet passed away, it 
may be mentioned that last week he preached 
three times, and the week before no less than 
five times. Besides attending to his own 
congregation, he preaches occasionally at 

· Troy, New York, Piermont, Fultonville, 
and other places in Montgomery County, 
New York State. He is a tall, well-built 
man, and In his day must have been a fine 
type of manly beauty. His brow is wrinkled, 
and old age beginning to tell on him, never
theless he is still quite hale and hearty, and 
promises to " wear the honours" for some 
time to come. His residence is at Shanon, 
Schoharie County, New York. But be is 
almost continually travelling. The only 
visible sign of his extreme age is seen occa
sim:ially when he commences his sermons, 
his voice is low and indistinct, but as he pro
ceeds, he seems to receive strength, and pre
sently with all the vigour and convincing 
power of his early years. 'l'he language of 
hill discourse is almost entirely scriptural, a 
fashion which most of his churchmen follow 
in their ordinary conversation. Neither he 
nor any of the other ministers receive any 
fixed salary. The people contribute to their 
support as they feel able. The society in 
Troy was formed twelve years ago; its mem
bership embraces some of our most upright 
citizens. The meetings were formerly held 
in the building over the north-east corner of 
Grand Division and Fourth streets, -and 
afterwards in Association Hall. Subsequently 
the Society removed to Nos. 8 and 10, State 
street, and are now located at the corner of 
Ferry and First streets. Services are held 
every Wednesday evening. Most of the 
members attend on Sundays and Wednesdays, 
at the church at Wynantskill, which still con
tinues to he a sort of head-quarters for this 
local sect. 

HACKNEY.-Our religious aspects, be• 
hind and in front high Ritualistic Churches, 
so high that the papers and parishioners 
are taking actjon. A new apostolic church, 
in full choral style and in ancient meetinff, 
where once the Holy Bible was opened, read, 
and expounded, now Rationalistic, Political, 
and Narrative-retailers preside. We pause, 
ere we proceed. The atmosphere is like 
Babylon-at lenst to some. Why Joseph 
was sold into Egypt he knew not at first. 
Nor do we. 
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THE RECOGNITION SERVICES. 
CARMEL CHAPEL, WESTBOURNE 
STREET, PIMLICO. 

The public recognition of Mr. William Ward 
to the pastorate of this old and well-established 
Church took place on Tuesday, February 9, 
J875. A goodly company of' members and 
friends were present to witness the celebra
tion of the nuptial ceremony. 

There is always a considerable amount of 
interest attached to these Christian festivi
ties although in many cases of the present 
day the golden thread that bind• pastor and 
people as one, is of such a slender nature, 
that it is soon severed by the '' writ of 
divorcement," which makes marriage ser
vice appear almost of none effect. But it is 
to be hoped that such will not be the case at 
Westbourne street, at all events not for a 
good w bile to come. 

"Gr,eat God of order, truth, and grace, 
Faun taln of social joys, 

Sh1ne .vlth Thy sweet approving smile, 
And crown the nuptial ties." 

The afternoon service commenced with a 
suitable hymn, after which Mr. Langford 
read a portion of the Word of God, which 
was followed by an earnest prayer to God 
for His presence and blessing on the vastor 
and people. Mr. Pung ascended the pulpit, 
and put the usual questions to the pastor as 
to his call by grace, to the work of the 
ministry, the circumstances which led him 
to accept the pastorate, and what he in
tended to preach when established among 
the people'/ To these questions Mr. Ward 
replied in a succinct and satisfactory 
manner. His call by grace was especially 
most pathetically told, and was received by 
many with joy mingled with tears. The 
deacon was then asked to give some ac
count of the leadings of Divine Providence 
in the Church's choice of the pastor, 
which he did in a clear, straightforward 
way. This being done, Mr. R. G, Edwards 
with a few suitable words, formally united 
the pastor and the representative of the 
Church together as one, aud "What God 
bath joined together, let no man put 
asunder.'' 

C. W. Banks then entered the pulpit, 
and spoke for an allotted time from Acts ii. 
47. The Lord enabled him to tell out fully 
and faithfully the truth of the text, with 
regard to the future aclditions to the Church, 
not forgetting to lay the axe at the root of 
the horrible modern system of "going with 
the times," which honest testmony was re
ceived with great pleasure by not a few 
present. Mr. Meeres, of Bermondsey, con
cluded by prayer. Tea was served up in the 
school-room adjoining the chapel to a good 
company of friends. Mr. C. Masterson 
opened the evening service by an appropriate 
hymn, and Mr. J, S. Anderson, ofDeptford, 
delivered the charge to the pastor elect from 
2 Tim. ii. 15, "Study to shew thyself ap
proved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of 
truth." The preacher appeared, as usual, 
quite at home in the work, snd the counsel 

which he gave to the pastor was mature, 
well-digested, and profitable, not only to the 
pastor, but to many who were privileged to 
be present on the occasion. This discourse, 
which lasted upwards of an hour, will not, 
it is to be hoped, soon he forgotten. 

Mr. Hall, of Clapham, followed Mr. An
derson, and gave " goodly words" of counsel 
and encouragement to the Church, Several 
brethren, besides those named, were present, 
and assisted in the services of the day. 

Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS. 

MIDDLESBROUGH. - The name of 
Middlesbrough is not unknown to you ; the 
cause of truth is dear to your heart ; there
fore I wish to lay before you our position in 
this locality. There are two Baptist churches 
in Middlesbrough, one consisting of upwards 
of 2.50 members professing to hold the doc
trines of God's free and sovereign grace, hut 
preaching free-will in its entirety; a Strict 
Communion Church, with scarcely two hold
ing that view in the Church: every prepara
tion being made to make it Open, which I 
anticipate will be done without opposition. 
The ot'ier is a small Church of about thirty
five members, where the doctrines of the 
Reformation are what they call cautiously 
preached ; no unction ; no power; no Jood 
for the child of God, who is longing· for the 
bread of life. One you know, and ourselves, 
often supplicate the throne of grace, that 
the God of Israel would grant His people in 
this place a minister of His own making. 
Let those who are favoured with a God
taught ministry praise the Lo;-d for His 
mercies. None know the want of this great 
blessing like those who possess it not, and 
are longing for the sincere milk of the Word. 
We seem to be cast on a dreary waste, where 
no water is. But God can open fountains in 
the desert. May such be His blessed will. 
How truth bas fallen in the streets ! If we 
mention to the professing world the truths 
that are dear to our hearts and the need of 
their application by the Spirit of God, we 
only merit their contempt. "\Ve mourn our 
lowly state, and feel our isolated position. 
Pray, my dear brother, that the Lord may 
make this barren place more fruitful: that 
His children may Jeed on the bread of life. 

A DESOLATE ONE. 
[Oh that to such places God would send 

faithful working ministers of Christ.-Eo.] 

GREAT CATWORTH-Recently a ser
vice was given at the Baptist chapel, by 
the chapel choir and others, the proceeds 
given to the poor of the parish. The per
formance t'onsisted of" Joseph,'' with selec
tions from Handel, including the "Halle
lujah Chorus," which was conducted with 
much ability, and was well appreciated by 
the auditory, Mr. G. Bull presiding at the 
harmonium. A choral service on sacred 
subjects being both interesting and useful. 
It is probable that it will become a regular 
institution amonst us, as a suitable close to 
Christmas holidays. T. CORBY. 
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A VOICE FROM NEW ZEALAND. 
-MR. DANIEL ALLEN,-DBAR CHRIS
TIAN BROTHER, - Forgive a stranger 
'Writing these few lines to you; but having 
been blest in reading several epistles in 
EARTHEN VESSET, lrom your heart and 
hand, which have done my heart good; 
and having known the Editor of the VESSEL 
e.nd the late Mr. J. Wells for many years, 
I cannot forbear. He who fixes the bounds 
-of our habitation, saw fit to remove me from 
L_ondon to New Zealand, and has set my feet 
with those of my family in Christ Church. 
I soon found that the poor people here, that 
dared to confess their total depravity and lost 
condition, and faith in the goodness and 
mercy of God to their souls, have been driven 
from the C'hapel which they have built. An 
American preacher came from Australia 
who set to work, swelling the number of 
members by the admission of giddy girls, 
boys, and people who bated the truth of 
God; and when be got the strongest party, 
he completely turned round upon the com
mands of our blessed Saviour with, "We 
will open this, and we will open that," and 
now the Church is open altogether. Some 
-of these poor driven out sheep have opened 
the Odd Fellows' Hall. With them I have 
been for the last two months, endeavouring 
to tell out the wonders of that grace that 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the 
foundation of the world, coming to us, poor 
sinners, in a way of righteousness, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord ; ma.fie known to our souls tba t were 
shut up, and could not come forth until the 
life-giving voice of the ever-blessed Spirit 
sail!., "Come forth and sbew thyself." We 
have, however, a man from Penzance!...Corn
wall, who bas an uncle a strict Haptist 
minister, but we fear there is something that 
sounds like Annibilationism. The dear peo
ple of God here feel thankful for the testi
mony that the Lord has enabled you to bear 
in defence of the doctrine of the total de
pravity of man, and the rich sovereign 
mercy of God to helpless sinners. They 
would like to hear the Gospel from your 
own lips, and give you a hearty shake of the 
hand. Dear brother, we pray our covenant
keeping God may continually bless and pre
serve you and the people of your charge; 
and bestow upon you much spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, to make you a good 
and faithful steward of the manifold grace of 
God ; that the nearer you come to your 
journey's end, you may feel more and more 
that God is your portion, and your ever
lasting all. Yours in the God-man, Christ 
Jesus, for ever. HENRY GooDEY. 

[This friend was connected with the Livin!I"• 
stone Road Church. We shall be thankful 
to bear the Lord is blessing him to many.
ED.] 

WHITESTONE. - RECOGNITION OF 
MR. CARTER. 

Interesting services were held at White
stone, Thursday, February 18, to 1·ecognisc 
Mr. J. W. Carter, the newly-chosen pastor. 
A goodly number sat down to an excellent tea. 

The evening commenced by singing, read
ing, and prayer. An address was then given 
by the pastor. 

Mr. King, of Hereford, gave friendly and 
holy counsel. Mr. Barrett, Baptist minlst.er, 
Hereford, delivered appropriate address to 
the Church, the right hand of fellowship and 
a friendly welcome to the neighbourhood, to 
the p11Stor. 

Mr. James Lewis, deacon, spoke of their 
loss in the death of their late beloved pastor 
Plaice, and of the goodness of the Lord in 
providing a successor in answer to their 
prayer. 

C. W. Banks gave interesting address to 
pastor and people. Mr. W. H. Godwin, in 
a pleasant and Christian spirit, on behalf of 
himself and the Church, gave the right 
hand of fellowship to the pastor. 

We trust our services were approved by the 
great Head of the Church, and that the 
future will be prosperous. The Church at 
Whitestone is a Church of truth, and we 
pray, by the blessing of God, it will ever 
be so. J. w. c. 

HERTFORD.-Feb. 7, C. W. Banks 
gave a lecture to a crowded and very atten
tive audience. The chairman, John Price, 
Esq., on introducing the lecturer, was un
derstood to say he was req nested by Mr. 
Banks to occupy that position, on the plea that 
he knew more of him than any other man in 
Hertford; and as he had known his friend 
for forty years, in a four-fold capacity, as a 
writer, printer, publisher, and preacher (four 
kinds of work whereby we might certainly 
know a person), the chairman consented. 
Mr. Banks had been connected with the 
press forty-five years. He edited and pub
lished the "Anti-popish Reviewer," when 
Cardinal Wiseman came to England. Also 
the first Christian penny paper, "The 
Christian Cabinet," originated with my 
friend ; and many other works useful 
to the cause of truth. They were invited 
to hear a lecture, described as a "True and 
Solemn Narrative." He knew the mental 
calibre of his friend was equal to deal fully 
with ihe subject. And without further tres
passing, he had much pleasure in intro
ducing his friend, Mr. Charles Waters Banks, 
who was warmly received, and travelled 
through his di1course rapidly. I observed 
on the platform with the chairman, Mr. 
Battinson, Mr. Sampford, and a number of 
good men and true.-AN OLD INHABITANT. 

MARGATE STRICT BAPTISTS. -
MR. EDITOR.-Please inform the London 
friends. Denbam's Selection of Hymns will, 
in future, be sung at the Mart, 97 High 
street. ::l'lr. James Mortar, and other friends, 
have kindly made a present of thirty. 

SAMUEL JONES. 

A TRAVELLING CHURCH. 
The sixth anniversary of R. A. Lawrence's 

ministry to the friends now meeting in 
Lynton road chapel was held January 26, 
1875, Thomas Pickwortb, Esq., was the 
chairman, and with much seriousness he con-
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ducted the first part of the service. Then I visitors come from London for the seaaon. 
•Charles Spencer, E~q., followed, as the leader, 1 There being no cause of truth in Southend 
over the closing portion of the evening. ,

1 

nor yet for senral miles round, many mend~ 
It is a mercy for our much-despised Strict come several miles to hear. We rejoice in 
Baptist Churches that we have a number of I the manifest spirit for hearing the Gospel1 
honourable and Christian gentlemen, such as but we must make room for one hundrea 
·G. T.Congreve,Esq.,J.M. Whittaker, Esq., more, which will co~t £100. The chapel, 
the brethren Pick worth, Spencer, and others, with the freehold land, belong to the Church, 
who frequently give their presence, their held in trust. We are a poor people, never
time, their talents, and a portion of their theless we are united, and have reason to hope 
wealth, to encourage our ministers and their from the signs now following the preaching 
people. We look hack to the days when of the Gospel among us, that it is not in 
that excellent man, Sir John Thwaites, now word but in power, and in the demon~tra
in e;Iory, the venerable Thomas Pocock,Esq., tion of the Spirit. The smallest donations 
wmting, at a very advanced age, longing will be thankfully and duly acknowledged 
for glory, were our chairmen, with James by Messrs. Potter and Grice, deacons, and 
Blake, John Carr, Edward Butt, and others. Mr. Price, treasurer, Prittlewell; likewise 
·Those days are gone. Our Jesus lives His by Mr. Kealy, 26, Danvers street, Chelsea. 
Church to save and bless her to the end. Donations already received :-Mr. Spender
Hence the good old everr,-day text is re- Ion, Prittlewell, £5; Mr. Price, Prittlewell, 
iterated again and again, 'Having obtained .£5 5s.; Mr. Kealy, Chelsea, £1; Mr. 
help of the Lord, we continue to this day." Ferguson, Chelsea, £1; Mr. W. and C. 

This Church, now meeting in a new and We6ster, Waltham, £1; Mr. Buries, South
beautiful Ebenezer, is near the Greyhound end, £1 ls.; Mr. Thomas Hinds, Southend, 
Bridge (close to the Old Kent and near to £1 ls.; Mr. Keys, £1 ls.; Mrs. Lewis, 
the Grange roads). This Church was first Southend, £1 ls.; Mrs. Caton, Southend, 
formed in 1813, through the preaching of £1 ls.; Mr. Wehster,sen., Waltham, £1 ls. 
" dear old daddy, George Francis," whose 
plain meetin~-house, and whose humble, R O C H D AL E.-This is the cry of 
truthful mintstry continued from l8l3 to many honest and heaven-born souls in 
1848, when, at the advanced age of eighty the Churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
years, his soul took wing, and fled to the 
Father's house, to the Saviour's throne, to A good man says,-" May the God of all 
glory for ever. grace bestow upon our Churches a true 

William Romaine was George Francis's S{lirit of prayer, that He would be gra
spiritual father; and when our covenant- ciously pleased to arise and have mercy 
God would take George home, after about upon Zion. May the set time to favour 
forty years spent in preaching the Gospel, her be come in the ingathering of many 
He raised up that lion-like ambassador, precious souls out of the world's wide wil
Thomas Stringer. When Thomas left, derness of sin, folly, and vanity; for, truly, 
Master Chivers followed. Since his de- we are surrounded with it in all the spheres 
parture R. A. Lawrence has been con- of life. Nothing hut the power of God put 
strain;;{ to serve his Saviour in the Gospel; forth can effect the change in the heart of 
,and during the six years of his pastorate, the fallen man. We want to see the glory of 
Church and school have increased. A new God in the conversion of sinners; not so 
and noble building has been erected; the much of man's revivals. We want to see 
,influence of the cause has been extended ; saved men coming and declaring what God 
and all the friends exclaim, " The Lord bath has done for them, in soul feeling like the 
done irreat things for them, whereof we are poet,-
cglad." "With melting heart and weeping eyes, 

For the first time, on Tuesday, January My guilty soul for mercy cries; 
aa • What shall I do, or whither flee, 
-...,, ID Mr. Lawrence's Ebenezer, we were To escape the vengeance due to me?" 
permitted to speak a few words on "Love." 
Brethren Stringer, Cornwell, Masterson, and May all such be directed by the power of 
Squirrell gave the people vivid openings of the Holy Spirit to look to Jesus, who is 
the fruits of the Spirit. The pastor and " able to save t~ th,~ uttermost all that come 
-deacons shewed they bad gathered several unto God by Him. 
hundreds of pounds. About ,£500 will clear I 

all off. Let us give them a hand. WIVELSFIELD, SUSSEX.-The Bap-
Our notes of the addresses are sealed up tist cause in this vilhge is being mercifully 

for the present. We trust Mr. Lawrence, cared for by the great Head of the Church, 
his deacons, Church, and congregation will giving them peace, unity, and Gospel pros
Jong- live and work on in harmony, clearing perity under the earnest labours of the warm
their debt, crowding their chapel, and, in hearted new pastor, Mr. George Virgo, of 
time and eternity, Brighton, who was for several years a deacon 

"Crowning Jesus Lord of all ! " Amen. at" Ebenezer." The ordination of the new 
• pastor took place last autumn; spiritual 

SOUTH EN D.-The Baptized Church fruits, resulting from those sacred services, 
meeting in Prittlewell, Essex.-Since the having already appeared, aud others, it is 
decease of Mr. Smith, there has been such hoped, are about to be witnessed by the 
an increage of attendance that we are strained Church. The p1-esent pastor appears to be 
-for room. It will be more so when the a worthy successor to that godly little man, 
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the lat.e Mr. Thomas Baldock, who was for 
many years the honourable and much es
teemed pastor of the Church. Yes, "the 
truth still Jives oni" for the truth can never 
die, and while Goo has a purpose to subserve 
by the proclamation of Gospel truth, fitting 
instruments for the work will ever be forth
coming. Let each pray-" Thy kingdom 
come.'' 

"Is WILLIAM HOUSE STILL LIVING?" 
-At Tottenham be is still existing, we 
believe ; and here is one verse he sent us the 
other rlay:-

We lo'l"e Rim for our God, 
Who lov'd us first so well ; 

And then His love, so shed abroad, 
Gives us in love to dwell. 

Love first! love now! ! Jove last!! ! 
Lo'l"e onward all the way ; 

Love then, wben all of time is past, 
And love to endless day. 

Tottenham. w. HOUSE. 

PROTESTANTS will not think lightly of 
the fact that the Roman Catholic body is 
more numerous and more organised in the 
present Parliament than in any preceding 
one. They form about· a sixth part of Her 
Majesty's Opposition; and they are un
flagging in their attendance at the House. 
Consid~ring the existence of this solid 
phalanx of Papal Zouaves in the House of 
Commons, it must be evident that if any 
headway is to be made against the progress 
of the Cburch of Rome in this country, 
through the instrumentality of the Legis
lature, a Protestant party must speedily be 
organised, and welded into a solid phalanx 
within the House, to act in concert on all 
strictly Protestant questions. 

JOSEPH HART.-A memorial is to be 
erected over the grave of tLe late poet of the 
Christian's heart. The most useful, ex
tensive, and ever-enduring memorial is the 
use the Lord has made, is making, and will 
make, of his Hymns. 

THE PULPIT.-Alas ! there is a bitter 
protest now entered against the pu1pit. A 
journalist says:-" The complaint against 
the modern pulpit is loud and deep. With 
many, it is in a state of hopeless decline ; a 
wani of power is observable everywhere; 
and it has specially failed in reaching the 
masses." There is a three-fold view to be 
taken of this :-1, Where Gospel truth is 
simply declared, It is almost deserted, save 
with a few exceptions; 2, Where literary and 
oratorical power is found in the pulpit or on 
the platform, it is now generally employed to 
uproot the ancient foundations of divine 
truth ; 3, All these things are fulfilling New 
Testament prophecies. See 2 Tim. iii. I, 2; 
also 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4. The "climbing up 
som~ other way " is everywhere to be seen. 

PININGS 01' A YOUNG HEART.
" GJ'ace mercy, and peace be unto you from 
God the' Father and our Lord Jesus Christ." 
It was with jov I received yours. My heart 
yearns for a full knowledge of Him who is 

my help and sustainer. I .want to work, but 
am unbaptized; consequently, cannot shew 
His love to the Church. I require help in 
this heart-searching matter. May I have 
grace from on high is my prayer, to go on 
rejoicing, knowing the Lord is with me. I 
want to talk with you much. I thank God 
that our correspo~ence has been blessed. 
Farewell for a time. G. T. 

"TRUE RELIGION IN OUR LAND!"-' 
We have never met with anything so awfully 
true, so honestly descriptive of the profession 
of religion in our day, as Dr. Kennedy, of 
Dingwall, has given in the closing lines of 
bis pamehlet, to which we have referred in, 
our notices of new books. He says:
" Were it not for the hope ( of the great 
Spiritual Resurrection that will be the 
morning work of that dav of glory, during 
which the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth), it would be impossible t1> 
endure to think of the present, and of the 
immediate future, of the cau•e of true 
religion in our land." Then he adds:-

" The dead-oh, bow dead! 
The living-oh, how undiscerning!" 

"And if there continue to be progress in 
the direction in which eresent religious 
activity is moving, a negative theology will 
soon supplant our confession of faith, the 
good old ways of worship will be forsaken 
for unscriptural inventions, and the tinsel 
of a superficial religiousness will take the 
place of genuine godliness!" [Bless our 
God for one true witness.-ED.] . 

To OUR CHURCHES.-A Con·espondent 
says :-" Some years ago I stood a member 
and deacon at Mr. -- ; after a while I left 
the denomination through what Mr. Wells 
very justly called, 'enlargement of the 
heart ; ' which, he said, was a 'dangerous. 
disease.' I have been for some years con
nected with the yea and nay Baptists, though 
never in sympathy with them in their 
Arminian views, which has caused me distress 
of mind, having found out the utter useless
ness of invitations of dead sinners. I have· 
occupied some important positions in the 
Baptist winistry, preachinl\' for m8.lly 
Churches around. I am, m heart and 
practice, with the Strict Baptists; and as I 
could devote time, I would serve London or· 
suburban Churches. If I can be of an;r 
service in my Master's vineyard, I shall 
esteem it the highest l1onom· to which a 
mortal can attain." rReferences can be 
made to C. W. B., South Hackney.] 

In memory of Robert Barnes, ot Tllney, who 
died January 8th, 1876, aged 83 years. "I have 
fought a good fight, I have llnlsbed my course, 
I have kept tbedaltb : Henceforth there Is laid 
up for me a crown or righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at 
that day." These were bis last words. 

On the 22nd February, Jemlma Weight, the 
beloved wife of George Peacock Weight, ot 2, 
Tyssen Place, Shacklewell, aged 62. Her end 
was peace. 
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WE most specially, but very briefly, ask the attention of our 
readers to our reply to appeals made, to letters written, to 

pamphlets issued, &c., &c., respecting the extraordinary so-called 
religious revivals of the present time. Toward the leading powers, 
Moody, Sankey, and others, we have not the slightest unkind feeling 
within us. Of their zeal, their devotion, their expressed desire to win 
and to lead sinners to Jesus, not even Paul himself would write one 
censorious word, nor would he breathe one ungracious thought; but 
the loose, the unscriptural, the wild Arminian declarations enunciated, 
we must confess, have been exceedingly painful, perplexing, and 
distressing to our inmost soul; and from books issued we can shew 
others have been as severely distressed as ourselves. 

This month we will only notice one pamphlet; also, testify how 
we have been taught in this matter; and then, for the present, leave it. 

First of all we notice a pamphlet, bearing the following title: 
" Messrs. Moody and Sankey Weighed in the Ba.lances and Found 
Wanting." By P. Leigh, of Liverpool. London: J. Gadsby. 

This is a solemn and faithful protest against all universal redemp
tion and free-will teaching. Most assuredly nearly all the Churches 
in London and this country are gone after this musical, this sensational, 
this anti-Gospel revival. Mr. Leigh has come forth with a bold and 
out-spoken witness against it. Will he also weigh up the men who, 
although professing to hold the truth, are catting up our Churches by 
bitter under-band working? We think, with the Churches who adhere 
to a "Thus saith the Lord," it is, as is declared in Isaiah xvii., "The 
glory of' Jacob is made thin;" "the harvestman has gathered in the 
corn." There are only "two or three berries in the top of the upper
most bough ; " so that we know not where to find a fruitful and a faithfnl 
Christian. England has "forgotten the God of her salvation" (Isa. 
xvii). Her people have been looking to men. "To the altars, the 
works of their own hands; therefore her once strong cities are as a 
forsaken bough." And, though we tremble while we write it, the 
prophetic sentence has long been coming painfully true, "There shall 
be desolation." There is no desolation where the doctrine of universality 
is proclaimed; that is, that God's love, His saving love, extendeth to 
all nations and to all creatures alike. That our Lord Jesus was the 
Redeemer of the whole of the fallen family of Adam; that the Holy 
Ghost striveth to save every human being, but cannot succeed; that 
every man has power to accept Christ and salvation when it is offered 
to him. Ministers, missionaries, evangelists and pastors, who hold 
forth this four-fold universal offer of Christ, have multitudes of people ; 
popularity, patronage, and monetary power attends them; while the 
law-condemned, convicted, and truly Christ-converted sheep feel "there 

VoL. XXXI. M.u, 1876.] K 
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is desolation." What is the remedy for the wounded, the weary, 
the deeply-sanctified, the Bible-taught Christian? Where is hie 
remedy ? We will honestly tell where. We have found it; which, 
is, first, in the prophetic promise, "At that day shall a man look to hie 
Maker, and his eyes [ of faith, confidence, expectation and affection] 
shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel." This flood of Arminian 
teaching will so thoroughly crucify the real Christian to all man's 
preaching-, that alone shall he look to his Maker, and only on the 
glorious Person of the Holy One of Israel, the exalted Prince and 
Saviour, shall he intently and patiently look, with his eyes of hope and 
prayer, fixed on "the Lamb in the midst of the throne." 

'' Looking off unto Jesus," we have found is one source of true rest 
and peace. That man who can quietly and confidently look unto the 
Son of God has no need to be alarmed; and from Uzziah's fatal end, 
we are all warned not (with a fleshly voice, nor with a carnal weapon) 
to put forth our hand to support the ark, as though our Lord's cause or 
His Church, or His Gospel, were in any danger. 

Another remedy we have found is in the application, by the Spirit, 
of the Word of God unto our souls. Here we take no uncertain 
position. Here, as in the sight of God, we express ourselves with 
solemnity and certainty. Of the following testimony we feel we shall 
never be ashamed. 

Early in the month of April, when all London appeared filled with 
the noise and announcements of this great stir, these words began to 
follow us most positively :-" Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try 
the spirits whether they are of God." And as in retired meditation and 
prayer we pondered over that holy caution, most powerfully did John's 
words arrest us, where (1 John iv. 5, 6) he says:-

" They a.re of the worid ; 
Therefore spea.k they of the world ; 
.And the worU hea.reth them. 
We are of God: 
He that kooweth God hea.reth us: 
He tha.t is not of God hea.reth not us. 
Hereby knoweth we the Spirit of truth, 
.And the Spirit of error." 

From those words we delivered a discourse on Sunday morning, April 
11, 1875, in Speldhurst Road Chapel; and if the providence of God 
permit, we desire to publish it: for if ever the Word of the Lord came 
into our soul with spiritual unction, that Scripture did. 

Some days after this, while on our knees before the throne of 
Almighty God, those words in Psalm lxxvii. came wi~h a silently-edifying 
whisper :-" Thy way is in the sea, and Thy path m the great waters, 
and Thy footsteps are not known." As though a soft ray of light 
passed over the mind, we understood it, in a word, thus :-" God's 
original, ancient, certain way, was in the sea of a deep, unfathomable 
eternity; His executive and saving path was in the great waters of 
wrath, anguish, sufferings, and death, which rolled over Immanuel, and 
through which the Son of God did pass : but the footsteps of God the 
Holy Ghost; the footsteps of a mysterious providence; the footsteps of 
sovereign grace, in fetching home the ranso~ed ; the footsteps of a 
divinely-permissive will-these footsteps ~o mill!ons are ~~t known. 

We arose from our prayerful commumngs with a dec1s10n not rashly 
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to speak or write of any who declare themselves to be on the Lord's side 
-although, in a darkened jndgment, with zeal not according to know
ledge, we can see thousands walking. We have in us. more than ever, a 
holy decision to witness unto the great principles of a New Covenant 
salvation, so long as life and strength is given. C. W. BANKS. 

9, Banbury Road, South Hackney, 
London, April 16, 1875. 

" THE CHRIST-THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD." 

REM.ARKS ON MR. GORDELIER'S REPLY TO "THE GOSPEL STANDARD" 
REVIEW. 

[COMMUNICATED.) 

" THEREFORE all things whatsover ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 

prophets" (Matt. vii. 13). "Happy is he that condemneth not him
self in that thing which he alloweth" (Rom. xiv. 22). "And if a 
man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully" (2 Tim. ii. 5). "Say not, I will do so to him as he bath 
done to me: I will render to the man according to his work" (Prov. 
xxiv. 29). "Who can understand his errors? Cleanse Thou me from 
secret faults" (Ps. xix. 12). " Judge not, that ye be not judged. For 
with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why behold
est thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the 
beam that is in thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, 
let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam i8 in 
thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine 
own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy 
brother's eye" (Matt. vii. 1-5). "And all the Churches shall know 
that I am He which searcheth the veins and hearts : and I will give 
unto every one of you according to your works" (Rev. ii. 23). "So 
then every one of us shall give account of himself to God" (Rom. 
xiv. 12). "Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God. So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be 
judged by the law of liberty" (James i. 19, 20; ii. 12). "Whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God" (1 Cor. x. 31). "These are the true 
sayings of God." "And the Scripture cannot be broken" (Rev. xix. 
9; Jno. x. 35). "But the word of our God shall stand for ever" (Isa. 
xl. 8; 1 Pet. i. 23-25. See Matt. xii. 37). 

The foregoing quotations of Holy Writ are the "balances " of the 
sanctuary, and I am sure, Mr. Editor, you will heartily join with me 
in wishing that both Mr. Gordelier and the reviewer of his sermon, 
and all others who have read the effusions of their pens, may read those 
portions of God's Word with devout and earnest reflection. Into the 
cause and circumstances of the controversy between these brethren of 
the GOSPEL STANDARD, I care not to enter; only in so far as their re
spective views bear upon " those things which are most surely believed 
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among us." For while it is confessed that all truth is important, yet 
it will readily be conceded that all·phases, branches, and relations or 
truth, are not of equal importance; there may be, and doubtless there are, 
a thousand truths in nature, science, and history, of which I am entirely 
ignorant, and yet I may not suffer thereby in relation to my hope nnd 
interest in God's salvation. If we each of us are blessed to have learned 
Christ, and to have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus, this 
is the all-important matter for us; nevertheless it should be our earnest 
endeavour to "understand the Scriptures." Before proceeding to make 
a few remarks upon the gist of the controversy, I should like to point 
out a few of the blemishes which appear in Mr. Gordelier's Reply. 

The first paragraph of the Reply is judicious and evangelical in 
tone, and that the reader may see it for himself, I here transcribe it :
he says-" CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-There is, said the wise man, 'a 
time to keep silence and a time to speak.' And he must be a wise man 
who knows the time when to 'keep his mouth with a bridle, to be dumb 
with silence, and to hold his peace.' This wisdom is from above; I 
pray ths.t it may be given me in the present instance, so that in break
ing silence, I may speak the things that are right, in a right spirit, 
and not transgress the law of truth in contending against such things 
as are contrary to it and the spirit of the Gospel." 

Surely this was an excellent beginning, but how far he succeeded in 
his prayerful resolution to the end of the chapter, can best be judged of 
by a few expressions out of many culled from different parts of the 
work itself. The complaints, attacks, or charges which Mr. Gordelier 
prefers against his reviewer, may be summed up as being, 1. personal, 
2. professional, 3. ministerial, 4. editorial. First, it is evident that Mr. 
G. has not expressed himself mildly when he writes thus,-" The aim 
of the reviewer, all through, evidently is to insult, browbeat, and make me 
appear ridiculous before the Churches of the Gospel Standard connection.'' 

The personal animus of the writer appears in a much stronger light 
on page 17 of the Reply, second paragraph, which reads thus:-" In page 
284, the last three lines of the second paragraph, the reviewer, by 
mangling and distorting my views, makes them," as he says, " really 
shocking." Now, it is "really shocking" to see such a spirit as he ex
hibits: "I know by the SMELL, the COLOUR, and the SHAPE of it, where it 
comes from-the BOTTOMLESS PIT." 

The dalics are mine, and are intended to draw the reader's attention 
to the very pious exclamations of the author's in the same paragraph, 
where be proeeeds as follows:-" Oh, that it had been his mercy to know 
what spirit he was of; the spirit of detraction has carried him away 
captive, for I cannot but think he knowin_qly and persistently perverts my 
meaning." Let the reader turn to Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
and prayerfully read the thirteenth chapter; the contrast will be apparent. 

Second, the next charge is insinuated rather than stated, yet in terms 
sufficiently plain as to call for some attention at the hands of' the reader. 
This head I have called "professional," intending by that expression,. 
that doubts are raised respecting the reviewer's genuine gracious character, 
as a true discipl,e of the Lord Jesus Christ. The words containing the 
insinuation are in the first paragragh on page 13. This is what the 
author says,-" I do HOPE that what the apostle saith of certain men" 
(2 Cor. :ri. 13-15) "does not apply to him; but certainly, we are com-
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mantled, ' If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine 
receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed; for he that 
biddeth him God speed, is partaker of his evil deeds.' And I say, 
without hesitation, it is at the peril of the GOSPEL STANDARD Churches to 
have such a man amongst them" (2 John x. 11). Is this the" charity 
that thinketh no evil? " Has the author any real doubt as to the re
viewer being a gracious man? if not, why does he refer to that truly awful 
judgment (2 Cor. xi. 13-15) which the Holy Ghost has pronounced 
upon certain characters? Let us judge righteous judgment. 

Third, his ministerial character is also the subject of attack from Mr. 
Gordelier's pen; for on page 18 he says,-" Had he been an able minister 
-of the New Testament, he would have looked before he leaped into the 
meshes of controversy about things far out of his reach, and which be 
cannot understand.'' Many similar expressions occur throughout the 
whole work. I decline to characterise such language, and therefore leave 
the reader to form his own opinion on that point. 

Fourth, the last head of charges and complaints respects the reviewer's 
editorial character, as to his mental calibre, moral honesty and candour, 
and spiritual discernment, discrimination, and soundness of judgment. 
The charges under this head are so numerous and sweeping that I can
not attempt to reproduce them; neither have I the disposition to do so. 
The author says, on page 17 of the reviewer, that " He is wiser in his 
<>wn conceit than seven men that can render a reason.'' And proceeds 
to ask if the reviewer is to lead his friends " by the nose "? Certainly 
not. 

Let us now handle and look at this "bone of contention," and see 
what are the true bearings of the controversy itself. That we may do so 
clearly and fairly, it will be best to quote the title of the sermon reviewed, 
as given by Mr. Gordelier himself:-" The Son of God's Request and 
Oijt of Heavenly Gwry on Behalf of the Church.'' "The text is taken 
from that most sublime prayer of the Lord Jesus Christ" (Johnxvii. 24). 
According to Mr. G. the title of his sermon is suggestive, expressive, 
and an embodiment of his views on this grand and important subject. 
The two chief points which he considers himself to be contending for 
11.re, the SONSHIP OF CHRIST and the supra-lapsarian view of the Church's 
eternal election in Him as the SoN OF Gon in His DIVINE nature. .And 
according to his judgment the reviewer's theology on the subject of the 
Sonship is seriously defective ; and that his sentiments are sub-Iapsarian, 
and therefore not in complete accordance with Scripture. Here are Mr. 
G.'s views on the Sonship part of the controversy as given on page 13: 
"The reader is requested to observe particularly the title of my sermo~, 
for that is the subject of the discourse-the SON OF Gon's gift ; not His 
gift as the Mediator merely, no; not the gift of Jesus in the complexity 
,of His person; for neither would be correct; but the gift of the Sm, 
of God as such, for the word SoN applies to His divine nature, aD:d 
imports His Godhead. In this gift of eternal life to the Churc~ He 1s 
co-equal with the Father, because of His con-substantialitJ'. with the 
Father. Consequently, my terming it the Son of God's gift 1s the bone 
of contention between me and the reviewer. It is the battle of the 
-Sonehip over again, not in its generic form, as some fi~teen rears ~go, 
but in a specific, or particular form-this particular p~mt wh1~h arJSes 
•Out of the original general question-the TITLll. Is 1t the gift of the 



188 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

Son of God as such, as I assert, or is it the gift of the Mediator as 
such, as he contends?" Then follows certain reflections upon the 
reviewer which had better never seen the light of day; perhaps the 
author thinks so now. 

Upon a careful consideration of the words of the reviewer, I think 
it can easily be shewu that Mr. G. has entirely failed both in appre
hending and representing his views of this great subject. The 
reviewer has expressed with fulness, clearness, and consistency, his own 
views of the subject, and that without acrimony or uncharitableness 
of spirit; and, on the whole, I think he has fairly and amply repre
sented the published _views of the author of the sermon. Let the 
reader judge of the correctness of this opinion by the following 
observations :-

1. Mr. Gordelier declares it as his belief that "the saints' TITLE t~ 
the hea'l'enly inheritance" is founded upon the fact of the SoN OF Gon's 
gift of eternal life to the Church ; and that this gift was the personal 
act of the SoN of God as such, according to His essential, eternal, 
and particular relation in the Deity. In support of this view he quotes 
approvingly the following sentences from the pen of the late Mr. 
Philpot:-" We thus see that the actual and original ground of their 
adoption to be children was not founded upon redemption, but upon 
Christ be£ng the ETERNAL SoN OF Gon, and their union with Him .AS 
SUCH." Now I beg to say that this quotation does not fully bear out 
what it is produced for. According to this reference, Mr. Philpot was 
specially treating on the saints' ADOPTION to be children, and not as to 
the foundation of their title to the heavenly inheritance. The difference 
is great, and the distinction is obvious. It is quite possible to be a 
sound Trinitarian, and yet not bold the sentiment Mr. Gordelier pleads 
for. The re,iewer may well write-" The author seems to miss the 
true nature of the mediatorial character of Christ, and founders upon 
the covenant engagement of the TRIUNE-JEHOVAH." Eternal union with 
Christ and what Christ bas thereby become to His Church, in covenant 
engagement, and what the Church is constituted in Him, ,as the Head 
of the body, can never be conceived in the slightest degree, except by 
a revelation of the Son of God to the soul. His substitutionary work 
flows fron. His ETERNAL RELATIONSHIP to the Church; and in His 
prayer He expresses His divine will that every member of His mystical 
body, be be what or where he may, should be with Him to behold His 
glory ; which glory of the ascended Son of God consists of His being 
God and Man in one glorious Person, in whom the whole Deity shines 
forth. Here the Father is seen in the Son : " For he that bath seen 
Me bath seen the Father also." Had Mr. Gordelier have said that the 
gift of eternal life and glory to the Church flowed from the SoN of 
God, as such, through the complexity of His person and mediatorial 
character and engagements, his statements would, perhaps, have passed 
unchallenged. But he is not content to abide by " the old lines " of 
phraseology, and strongly resents a gentle admonition to that effect. 
However, let us look at this point again. All those holding firmly to 
the eternal foundation doctrine of the Tri-unity of the Godhead~ 
maintaining the Scriptural doctrine of Three co-equal and co-eternal 
Persons in the unity of the Godhead, may be claseed under three 
heads; first, those who maintain with Usher, Owen, Gill, and a mighty 



AND OHRISTIAN RlOORD. 139 

host of the good, the learned, and the great, of every age, and of every 
clime and tongue under heaven, that the names l!'ather, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, are expressive "of the personal relations, or relative properties 
in the Deity "-in other words, these great men assert that these names, 
viz., Fathflr, Son, and Spirit, are not only a proof of a plurality in the 
Godhead, but are expressive of the necessary, eternal, and particular 
relation of the Three Divine Persons in the Deity; eternally antecedent 
to, and absolutely irrespective of, all the purposes, promises, and per
formances of God, whether in relation to this world or to the world to 
come. But then they assert with equal clearness and consistency, that 
as the essence of Deity is one, simple, pure, and eternal, and is common 
to each Divine Person in the Deity; so with equal clearness and firm
ness do they assert that this TRIUNE-JEHOVAH is one in wilt, one in 
power, and one in glory. Now, though there are Three distinct Persons 
in a different mode of subsisting in the Godhead, yet is there an absolute 
unity of will with the Divine Three; hence whatsoever the Father 
wills, that the Son wills also ; and the Holy Spirit likewise. Where 
then is the consistency of Mr. Gordelier in emphatically calling the title to 
heavenly glory the SoN of God's gift? This certainly is not the usual 
mode of stating the subject as found in the Scriptures; but on the 
contrary, it is almost invariably, if not absolutely, stated as flowing 
from the Father, through the Son, and by the Holy Ghost. To say the 
least of it, Mr. Gordelier's singular phraseology introduces great con
fusion into Scripture language. And what does he gain by it? If he 
replies it is true, by virtue of the Son's co-equality with the Father, 
then the same thing may be predicated of the Holy Spirit, for He is 
co-equal with the Father and the Son, and is equally concerned in the 
salvation and eternal glory of the Church. But what saith the Scrip
ture ? Here we find that eternal personal election, predestination, the 
gift of eternal life, the donation of the heavenly inheritance and the 
kingdom of eternal glory, are all set forth as flowing from the sovereign 
will and eternal love of God the Father. Yea, the very gift of the 
Son Himself to the Church proceeded from the same source, and also 
of the gift of the Church to the Son. Consult the following places 
out of many others :-Eph. i. 4 ; Rev. xiii. 8; Rom. viii. 30; Eph. i. 
5, 11; 2 Tim. i. 1, 9; 1 Jno. v. 11; Eph. i.; Heb. ix. 15; 1 Pet. i. 41 ; 
Luke x. 20, xii. 32; Matt. xxv. 34, &c., &c.; Jno. iii. 16, x. 29, 
xvii. 6. ~ 

The second class of Trinitarians hold that the titles Father, Son, 
and Spirit, are not descriptive of the personal relations in the Deity, 
but of covenant character and official relationship in the economy of 
redemption ; and that if there had been no salvation work, !?race, 
and glory, there would not have been such a revelation of Deity 
as is set forth by those names. Messrs. Wells and Foreman held this 
view. But neither of these honoured brethren believed in the eternal 
generation of the SoN of Gon ; and they as stoutly rejected the doctrine 
of the pre-existence of Christ's human soul. And yet no sane person 
would deny that Mr. John Foreman and Mr. James Wells were firm 
believers in the Trinity. The third class of Trinitarians hold the same 
as Foreman, Wells, and others, but, like the late John Stevens and 
William Palmer, of Homerton, they strenuously contend for the pre
existence of Christ's human soul. Well now, to sum up, what did all 



140 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

these three classes of Trinitarians believe in reference to the gift of 
eternal life and the Church's title to heavenly glory? Speaking generally, 
they all believed the following truths, besides others which will not now 
be named:-

1. That the infinite eternal mind of Jehovah, in the Trinity 
of His Per8ons, Father, Son, and Spirit, is the eternal source whence 
arises all His " thoughts," "counsel~," purposes, and "decrees," "ac
cording to the good pleasure of His will" (Ephe11. i.; Ps. cxv. 3, 
cxxxv. 4-7, xxxiii. 11). 2. That the decrees of God-all of them
are eternal, absolute, and immutable. 3. That the decrees of God are 
regarded in covenant-form and relationship by the Eternal Three. 4. 
That the everlasting covenant is an embodiment and an expression of 
" all things" ever purposed ( or that ever will be purposed) by Jehovah; 
and that this "covenant "-in its purposes, engagements, relations, 
provisions, tenour, and conditions,-is the rule by which He "works all 
things after the counsel of His own will." 5. That the things which 
He sovereignly permits, and the things which He produces and effects 
by His own direct a.gency and power, are the exact and literal acrom
plishment of His eternal secret will and counsel (Acts ii. 23; and iv. 28). 
6. That as there is an absolute unity in the essence of Deity, so there 
is an absolute unity of design, will, and way, end and means, rule and 
proceeding, with Jehovah in the Trinity of His Persons, in all that 
relates to Himself, His glory, His grace, and His power. 7. That this 
eternal covenant contains all that relates to the end and the means by 
which Jehovah will glorify Himself, in the Person of His SoN incarnate, 
and the salvation of His church and her eternal glorification through 
Jesus Christ. 8. That everything concerning the Son of God in His 
relationship to the Chnrch,-in her every state and condition-in His 
being set up as Head and Mediator, together with her future exaltation, 
inheritance and glory, is absolutely fixed and settled by the Eternal 
Three in that covenant which is " ordered in all things and sure;'' 9. 
That in this eternal all-comprehending covenant of grace, all that re
lates to the Church, whether as a whole, or to her members individually, 
in every state and condition in which she has been, is now, or ever will 
be, was at ONCE and eternally present to the mind and V'iew of Gon. 10. 
That in the Son of God's relationship to the Church according to the 
Divine decree, in His engagements-both as to their nature, character, 
and extent, with all other stipulations and conditions thereunto 
annexed, were ever viewed by God in this covenant-order and character; 
for this was the rule by which the Son of God acted and wrought as 
Head and Mediator toward God ; and by the same and only rule did 
Jehovah deal with Jesus Christ (Zech. xiii. 7 ; Rom. viii. 32; Heb. x. 
5-14). Hence we read of "the blood of the everlasting covenant," for 
upon the shedding of that blood everything depended of a judicial 
nature, and by which every decree, counsel, gift, and promise of that 
covenant was ratified and confirmed for ever. The persons of the elect, 
the gift of the heavenly inheritance, and promise of eternal glory, all 
rest on the same eternal foundation, proceed from the same sovereign 
source, and is the result of the one united act of Gon in the Trinity of 
His Persons. 

Observation 2. The Church's efer11al unwn to the SoN of Gon, may be 
described as being four-fold : First, it is decretive. As nothing further 
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need be written under this head, I will pass on to the next, after adding 
the following expressive and truthful lines of KENT :-

" 'Twixt Jesus and the chosen race, 
Subsists a bond of sovereign grace, 
That hell, with its infernal train, 
Shall ne'er dissolve nor rend in twain. 

This sacred bond sliall never break, 
Though earth should to her centre shake ; 
Rest, doubting saint, assured of this, 
For God has pledged His holiness. 

He swore but once; the cleed was done; 
'Twas settled by the great THREE-On; 
Christ was appointed to redeem 
All that His Father loved in Him. 

Hail, sacred union, firm and strong! 
How great the grac~ ! how sweet the song! 
That worms of earth shall ever be 
One with INCARNATE DEITY." 

The second branch of union to Jesus Christ as the Son of God 
incarnate, is mystical; by which is expressed the special and peculiar 
relation of Christ to His Church. Let three figures of illustration 
suffice; 1. Christ the Head and His people the members of His body 
(Ephes. i. 22, 23; iv. 13-16). 2. Christ the Husband and the Chnrch 
His wife (Ephes. 23-32; Rev. xix. 7-9). 3. Christ the First-born 
among His brethren, the children of adoption, the sons and daughters 
of the Lord Almighty (Rom. viii. 29; Ephes. i. 5; 2 Cor. vi. 18). In 
the first figure we have a natural union, setting forth the beautiful oneness 
of the Head and the members in one perfect harmonious complete body; 
in the second we have conjugal union, denoting the mutnal love and 
mutual interests of the Divine Husband and His wife; and in the third 
we have social, domestic and family union revealed, in all its endearing 
interests, holy freedom and heavenly interest and intercourse, according 
to the beautiful words:-" My Father, and yonr Father; my God, and 
your God." The third branch of union is judicial, which is most solemn, 
awful, and glorious, in the results and consequences: 1. to God, 2. to 
Christ, and 3. to His people. Here, through this union, was to shine 
forth in gTacious tenderness and awful grandeur, the whole character of 
Jehovah, in all the infinite perfections and attributes of His moral 
nature; and thus proclaim Himself "a JUST Gon and a SAVIOUR" 
(Isa. xiv. 21; xlix. 3). The headship and mediatorship of Christ con
stitute the foundation of all His judicial responsibilities, both toward 
God and toward His Church. Every responsibility was honourably dis
charged, every condition was faithfully performed, and every command 
righteously obeyed, by which the elect, their inheritance, and their 
eternal glory was legally secured and ratified: " It is finished." The 
fourth head of union is actual, and may be said to be natural union, a 
spiritual union, and a glory union. See the following texts,-Heb. 
ii. 14; Gal. iv. 4-6; 1 Cor. xii. and vi. 17; 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12; I Jno. 
iii. 2; Rev. xxi.; Psa. xlv. 9. 

My few concluding remarks shall be brief and shall treat of only two 
other points, viz., su_pralapsarian and the sublapsarian sentiments alluded 
to in Mr. Gordelier's Reply. In his uncharitableness he charges the 

L 
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reviewer of being defective in his theology, specially mentioning the 
pre-existerian scheme, and that named above. Certainly the review does 
not afford the shadow of a pretext for charging the reviewer with the 
sentiment of the pre-existence of Christ's hmnan soul; and there certainly 
are many readers of the GosPEL STAND.A.RD equal in ability to Mr. G., and 
who therefore can and do judge for themselves. Well, then, as to the 
second charge, let the following from Dr. Gill's "Body of Divinity" suffice 
for the reader :-" Dr. Twiss, who was as great a Supralapsarian as 
perhaps ever was, and carried things as high as any man ever did, and 
as closely studied the point, and as well understood it, and perhaps better 
than any one did, and yet he confesses that it was only apex loguus, a. 
point in logic; and that the difference only lay in the ordering and 
arranging the decrees of God ; and for my own part, I think both may be 
taken in :-hence they should not charge one another with unsoundness 
and hekrodoxy; for which there is no reason." Thus much for Dr. Gill's 
view of a " storm in a tea-cup." On the subject of the Trinity, he thus 
writes:-" As it is necessary to speak of them in some· order, it seems 
most proper to place the Father first, . . . and then the Son, and then 
the Spirit; in which order they are usually put in Scripture." Reader, 
farewell ; and may the following be yours. and mine for ever ; "And this 
is life eternal, that they might KNOW Thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom Thou hast sent" (Jno. xvii. 3). Amen. 

"ON THE ROCK." 

I T wanted a few minutes to eleven when I took my usual seat the other Sabbath 
morning ; and while waiting for the service to commence, my mind was im

pressed with the thought, how close Death had. come to my seat; and yet I was 
spared. In front of me, the loving mother had been taken, and thus the family 
band had been broken. Just by my left, in the next pew, the aged mother in Israel 
was gone to see her Lord and Master, leaving the partner, with whom she had 
walked in love and fellowship for 50 years, to mourn her loss. Further on, sits a 
widow bewailing her irreparable loss. Just across there the man who delighted to 
'sing the praises of the Lord" is no more I And now, a few pews to my right, I 

aee a vacant seat that was seldom .empty on the Lord's day. Its occupant was a 
hale, hearty, fresh and bloomy-looking man ; but the messenger came ; his sands 
were near rnn out ; and now JESSE WOOD has gone to join the ransomed throng 
(as Mr. Bradbury would say) "up yonder." He was a Christian who had very 
many years lived and loved the Gospel. Convinced under the ministry of George 
Coombs, be eventually sought membership with the Church at Meard's Court; and 
was baptized in '41 by John Stevens. At this Church he remained till John 
Bloomfield intimated his intention of removing, when Jesse Wood sought another 
home. This he found for a season at Mr. Alderson's, at East Lane, where he held 
office of deacon and treasurer : but disapproving of some proposed alteration in the 
Church's rules, Mr. Wood left; and ea.me and met with us at the Tabernacle upto 
the last Sunday in '71. He was then laid aside, and gradually sank, till on Jan. 
29, he went to see his Master face to face. Although a very punctual and precise 
man of business, from the hour he was laid aside, all earthly things were entirely 
taken from his miud-so much so, that he never once inquired respecting any 
temporal matters. He was visited by the brethren Boulden, Rundell and Mutton. 
In reply to the questions repeated to him as to his mind, he quietly replied, 
"Resting on the Rock I" "Jteijting on Jesus.'' Thus calmly he w:ent t~ rest. He 
sustained the office of trustee to the Surrey Tabernacle Benefit Somety with honour 
and respect from its commencement; and the executive expressed their app1·eciation 
of his services in a letter of condolence to Mrs. Wood, who, after a happy union of 
36 years, remains behind daily to learn her lose is great: but looking to the same 
aource for consolation and support as her late husband did. 
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TH E END I S NOT YE T CO M E.* 

THIS is a somewhat pretentious pamphlet of 144 pages, is written 
with considerable ability and care, and seeks to be comprehensive, 

and also exhaustive of its subject. Besides which, it is avowedly 
representative of "Ministers and private Christians, not a few," who 
" endorse its principles," and " has been accomplished with much 
critical consultation and prayer." It speaks of Water Baptism as "the 
temporary ceremonial practice of the apostles:" yet appeals to the 
"subsequent infallible spi'ritual teaching on the subject in the Epistles." 

This joint-stock production is very systematic; consisting of a 
Creed, a Catechism, an Appendix, and an Index, with considerable 
errata; so that on the score of careful arrangement nothing appears 
left out that could be desired. 

The writer or writers admit that the mode of Baptism in water was 
by dipping, but regard the mode as of minor consideration, inasmuch 
as their contention is that Water Baptism is altogether an exploded 
ceremony,,and "was administered by Divine authority, for the last time, 
to the 3,000 Jewish converts on, and before the close of, the day of 
Pentecost, and before they received the substance of the sign in the gift 
of the Holy Ghost " (p. 11 ). And " That in every other after instance 
(including that of the Eunuch, Cornelius, Lydia, the Jailor, &c.) the 
ceremony was observed by Philip, Peter, Ananias, Paul, &c., only by 
the Lord's permission-not by His command." 

Here issue is joined, very clearly and distinctly, with all pressnt 
practisers of Water Baptism, and if tbe hypothesis stated stand, we 
need not go further to seek authority for ever to discontinue the use 
of Water Baptism. 

The Authors further tell us that on the day of Pentecost "John's 
Water Baptism gave place to Christ's spiritual Baptism, and remained 
no longer a command of God " (p. 9). 

These are bold and somewhat novel assertions, and are made with 
a distinctness that does credit to the candour of their Authors. Great 
efforts are also put forth to substantiate them ; and, from the tone and 
manner adopted, it may be fairly inferred that the writers have suc
ceeded in proving their propositions to their own satisfaction. 

We cannot however ilay they have done so to ours; and 
although, within our present limits, we cannot enter into an elaborate 
criticism of the entire contents of the book, yet we may examine two 
or three of the salient points involved in the cardinal assertions above 
quoted. We hope we shall in no way misrepresent or misunderstand 
the writers' meaning; and, as thP.re is no disposition on our part, 
so we think there is no danger, of our doing so. 

We are informed (Ans. 79) "When Christ, as His people's Sub
stitute, had been baptized with God the Fathe1·'s wrathful justice ' into 
death' in Gethsemane, and on Calvary. and the dispensation of the 
Spirit ushered in by His Pentecostal outpouring, the Baptism of John, 
like circumcision, remained no longer a Divine ordinance: the sign 
then being entirely done away with by the substance." A glance at 

*"The Sticrecl Bond of Unity; or, Tho End of Water Baptism." 
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the facts of the day of Pentecost will enable us to judge if the above 
statement is fully borne out. We learn from Acts ii. that" When the 
day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spin:t gave them utterance." 
This was, as we learn from the 15th verse, about ( or before) nine o'clock 
in the morning. They forthwith began to speak to the people, and 
"they that gladly received the word were baptized: and the same day 
there were added unto them about three thousand souls." There is no 
intimation that this was Water Baptism, yet the writers of the "End 
of Water Baptism" admit and assert that it was. We ask the ques
tion-Was not the event here recorded a carrying out of the preeept, 
" Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost?" The inspired 
apostles taught all nations (ver. 8); a number "gladly received" their 
teaching; and, by being "baptized," were " added unto them the same 
day," as others also appear afterwards to "have been added daily" 
ver. 47). It is competent for the authors of the pamphlet to say, "The 
Lord added them to the Church;" but it is equally competent for us to 
understand that such addition was expressed by their being baptized, as 
no doubt it was. It may be alleged they were not baptized in the 
,, name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." In 
reply to this we ask, and leave it to any man's conscience to reply
Can there be a doubt that these men, who were under the especial and 
immediate influence of the Holy Ghost, and " spake as th,ry were moved 
by Him," directed that Baptism should be administered according to 
the formula which their Lord and Master bad so recently and distinctly 
prescribed? The writers tell us the Baptism spoken of (Matt. xxviii. 19) 
is not the same as that spoken of here-the former being "into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," and the 
latter being Water Baptism. How do they make this difference appear? 
By arbitrarily changing in to into in the former passage, and informing 
us (Ans. 87) "He did not say either in or with water," but (Ans. 118) 
"they were told to baptize them into the name," &c.; which is further 
described as meaning (Ans. 12 I) "By the Spirit's unction following, and 
acting upon the truths declared by His messengers. For thus believers 
are brought to have an experimental acquaintance with that' Name,►" 
&c.; and agai11 (Art. XVI.), as "th9.t power of the Holy Ghost, 
which, through His own pre~ence with His servants, should attend their 
future Gospel labours," &c. If this be Baptism in any sense, it is the 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost, and we do not think the writers themselves 
can reg-ard that as Christ's meaning, seeing that to baptize with the 
Holy Ghost was His sole pers~nal prerogati1;e, an~ seeing also tliat in 
Mark xvi. 16 no ment10n 1s made of "m or mto the name of the 
Father " &c. The disciples perfectly understood what " baptizing" 
was, hll'ing been all along, with Christ's sanction, engaged in baptizing 
all disciples in water, and if the Lord had intended any other than 
Water Baptism He would doubtless have distmctly explained it both in 
Matt. xxviii. and Mark xvi. When at any time He referred to any 
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other than Water Baptism He specifically pointed out its speciality, as 
in Luke xii. 50; Acts i. 5. And when we find '' Baptism " used without 
any qualifying prefix or accompaniment, we may safely rely on its 
reference being to that Baptism with which, by its constant practice 
before their eyes, all the disciples were so familiar. 

To be consistent the writers must regard the Pentecostal-day Baptism 
as the same as that spoken of Matt. xxviii. 19; Mark xvi. 16; seeing 
,water is not mentioned in either case. If the Apostles had understood 
on the day of Pentecost that Water Baptism was "now no longer a 
Divine command," because they had now received t.he "substance of the 
sign in 'the gift of the Holy Ghost,'" would they, immediately after, 
have exhorted the people to submit to the sign? They must have known 
then, as well as the writers of this hook know now, that the sign was in 
no way necessary to, but was superseded by, the substance! If the 
substance had superseded the sign that morning, it is not likely that 
they would have been taught by the substance (the gift of the Holy 
Ghost) to be at the enormous trouble of arranging for the (exploded 
Water) Baptism of three thousand persons in the afternoon. Yet they 
did so, even according to the version of these writers, and were thus 
acting in accordance with the Holy Ghost's teaching, or in defiance of 
it. Which? We say, in entire accordance with it; for the gift of the 
Holy Ghost was never intended to interfere with the continuance of 
Water Baptism, and never did. The Authors of "The End of Water 
Baptism" say, "Water Baptism was administered by Divine authority 
for the last time " on this occasion. Do they mean that the Holy Ghost 
had signified the " end of John's mission " and " his Baptism to be fully 
.accomplished" in the morning, and yet although " a type is never kept 
up by the Lord's word of command, when that which it sets forth 
comes" (Ans. 81); yet, in the afternoon of the same day, Divine 
authority was given to administer the sign that had been so succeeded 
by the substance in the morning? This kind of apology for incon
.sistency on the part of God the Holy Ghost we must protest against, as 
fatal to the cause of those who use it. Water Baptism must still re
main in use if it is only to be ended by an allegation equivalent to 
this: The Holy Ghost's Baptism superseded Water Baptism in the 
morning of Pentecost, yet Water Baptism was administered by Di vine 
.authority on the afternoon of the same day, and then again ended, ex
cepting as it was " observed afterwards by the Lord's permission-not 
by His command." And this after it had "ceased to be a Divine 
ordinance!" We certainly would advise the synod of " Ministers and 
private Christians" to put their statements respecting the alleged last 
administration of Water Baptism AFTER, not before, the gift of the 
Holy Ghost had descended in the morning of the day, in the list ?f 
-errata in their next edition! If they do not, they may depend upon it 
every believer in the efficient teaching of the Holy Ghost will, i?as
much as they do not doubt that if ever (more than at any other time) 
the Apostles were under especial Divine direction in every word and 
act, it was on that day; and on the principle that, " the near.er the 
fountain, the purer the stream," their conduct on that day was m full 
conformity with the Divine will, and, so far as imitable, a perfett 
-example for all generations. 

That they baptized with water, or authorised Baptism with watrr, 
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after the "wind," "the cloven tongues as of fire," and the "Spirit" sat 
on each of them, and did so by Divine authority, on the day of Pentecost,. 
is an admitted and established fact. When or how was that authority 
withdrawn ? If it was withdrawn in the morning, it was obviously 
restored in the afternoon. Where is the withdrawal after the Water 
Baptism of the three thousand ? We cannot find it in our Bible. We 
further say we can no more find the extinction of Water Baptisl)l by 
Spiritual Baptism, than we can find the extinction of the bread-and
wine Lord's Supper, by a spiritual living on the body and blood of the 
Lord. The two ordinances stand on similar bases, and we do not see 
how any logical mind can find the " End of Water Baptism," with9ut 
also finding the "end of bread-and-wine Lord's Supper." . We confess 
our surprise at ·their discarding Baptism and retaining the Lord's Supper,. 
seeing both are equally signs of manifest spiritual substances. 

After the day of Pentecost how did the Apostles proceed as to the. 
continuance of Water Baptism ? The authors of the "End of Water 
Baptism " tell us they continued its administration by "permission, but 
not by authority." Such a sta~ement we can only designate an insinua
tion of the inefficiency of the Holy Ghost's teacMng ! The Apostles were 
" filled with the Holy Ghost," and yet had, according to this book, to 
learn in some other way, or at some other time, one of the principal 
objects of that very teaching! This insinuation will have, on re
consideration, to be put among the "errata." It is also insinuated that 
Philip's baptizing the Eunuch was for want of knowing better, although
it is quite certain that his joining the chariot, and his being caught away 
after the Baptism, were the work of the Holy Ghost! It is further in
sinuated that although Ananias was divinely and specifically directed to 
" inquire in the house of Judas for one Saul of Tarsus, for behold he 
prayeth," and to go to him that He might "receive his sight, and be 
filled with the Holy Ghost." Immediately on his doing this, the effect 
on Saul was that " there fell from his eyes as it had been scales ; and he
receirnd sight forthwith, and arose and was baptized." His being filled 
with the Holy Ghost and being baptized were thus immediately connected, 
yet the Baptism of Saul was, according to the insinuation, an error on 
the part of Ananias-"permitted but not authorized"!! Peter was, 
according to these writers, also at fault in asking for, and using water at 
Cresarea, although so specially under the guidance of the Holy Ghost !. 
They must think it strange that whilst the "Holy Ghost fell on all them 
that heard the word," uot one of them perceived that the gift of the 
Holy Ghost rendered the use of water unnecessary! How very imperfect 
must the teaching of the Spirit of God have been in the estimation of" 
these wise nineteenth-century men! They do, however, give Paul credit 
for learning better afterwards, when he said to the Corinthians, "Christ 
sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel;" which they under-
stand to mean that he renounced Water Baptism (seep. 83), but which 
we understand simply to mean he was thankful he personally had 
baptized so few of the multitude who were baptized (see Acts xviii. 8), 
ltst it should be said" he had baptized in his own name "-Baptism not 
being so much his province as preaching the Gospel. By this he ~plied 
that whilst he preached, others baptized those who "heard and believed." 
When Paul asked those disciples whom he met at Ephesus, "Have ye 
received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?" and on their replying,. 
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"We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost," 
said, "Unto what then were ye baptized ? " he clearly implied by his 
questions that they would have known about the Holy Ghost had they 
been baptized since Pentecost (because since then believers were baptized 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost). 
But even as disciples of John, they ought to have known that all John's 
disciples were directed to "believe in Him that was to come," which 
teaching on John's part led the people to be baptized (by Christ's dis
ciples) "in the name of the Lord Jesus." It is quite a mistake on the 
part of any to suppose that Paul directed the re-Baptism of these men
he simply stated an historical fact (as to John's Baptism and teaching 
and what it led to) for their instruction, and then "laid his hands upon 
them and the Holy Ghost came upon them; and they spake with tongues 
and prophesied." Paul would not have asked the questions he did had 
he not assumed that they (with all other disciples) had been baptized in 
water. This must be obvious to any candid mind. 

Paul's so-called renunciation of Water Baptism was no renunciation 
at all, but meant that he was glad he personally had baptized so few 
for the reason which he states. But it does not in the least follow, 
that because he had not personally baptized them, that therefore they 
were not baptized. The three thousand were not all baptized by one 
person, no doubt all the disciples present would take part, more or less. 
When "Lydia and her household " and the " J ailor and all his " were 
baptized, it is certain they were baptized in Paul's presence and by his 
sanction though not by him personally. The fact was, Lydia and the 
Jailer attended to the things which were spoken of Paul ( who was the 
preacher and not the baplizer), and their baptism (being amongst the 
things spoken by him) was attended to by his companions. This very 
thing was so attended to in the case of Cornelius and his household, 
of whom it is said, " Peter commanded them to be baptized in the name 
of the Lord." In the same way our Lord did not personally baptize in 
water (having reserved that Baptism which was to be His special personail 
act till Pentecost), yet we are told (John iii. 22) "After these things came 
Jesus and His disciples (He led them) into the land of Judea, and there 
He tarried with them and baptized." Yet we learn from (eh. iv. 2), 
"He baptized not, but His disciples," unquestionably as His agents, and 
by His sanction, He tarryi"ng with them whilst doing so; and not 
shirking them, in order not to be understood as sanctioning them, as is 
implied on page 32. When He left Bethabara for Samaria His disciples 
accompanied Him (Jno. iv. 8), just as they did on His coming there. 

We have already exceeded our limits and must close this notice by 
remarking that, whilst we appreciate the talent and ingenuity of the 
writers of this elaborate pamphlet, we entirely protest against their 
assumed right to reprove and correct the proceedings of the disciples 
after the gift of the Holy Ghost in relation to the still continuing 
ordinance of Water Baptism. 

Lay thy hand on thy pulse; it doth still beat, though faintly; there 
are in thee longings after God; there is a spiritual living creatm·e in thee, 
like the mole under ground is working up towards the free air, heaving up 
the earth and breathes heavenward ; and dost thou doubt thy state? 
Come, be ashamed to talk thus.-From 0oodwin's Marrow. 
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MEMOIR, DEATH AND FUNERAL OF THE LATE 
MR. JAY, OF CAMBERWELL. 

NEARLY thirty years ago the late Mr. Thomas Hughes (for whom 
that fine chapel was erected, called Trinity) as fondly cherished 

her_beloved Jay, as P~~l did his Timothy. In fact, Mr. Jay was then 
a kind of curate to Trimty; and by the powerful pastor and his Church 
Mr.• Jay was sent forth as a Missionary and spiritual messenger to many 
parts. 

Those were high and holy days for Trinity Chapel, Devonshire 
Road, Hackney. Mr. Hughes appeared in his prime, the Starkies, the 
Ly~.ms, the Elliotts, the Jays, the Blakes, the Fenners, the Pollys, the 
<;h1lds ; yea, hundreds upon hundreds flocked around and eagerly. 
listened to these once mighty men of God. He has gone to his rest ; 
and now, after years of pastoral labour at Birmingham and the late 
Irons' blessed" Grove," Mr. Jay has also ceased from all his pain and 
labours here. • 

MEMOIR. 
The subject of this Memoir was born September 12th, 1800. His parents 

yv_ere respectable, godly people-his father, a carpenter by tl'ade, was also an 
1trnerant preacher-he was born in the parish of Hackney, Middlesex. James 
was one of several other children ; he was also brought up a carpenter and 
cabinet maker. For 26 years he lived in the service of Satan, the world and 
sin ; although, by God's restraining mercy, it would seem he was greatly pre
served from those outward lengths of sin and iniquity that so many are 
permited to go; this he attributes, under God, to the tender discipline and 
nurture of his beloved parents, of whom hA constantly spoke in terms of 
reverence aud affection. 

It would seem that an early age he was the subject of deep spiritual con
victions and exercises of soul about the future state, and often tempted to 
terminate his own life; the holy law of God laying him under trilmte and 
shutting him up in condemnation and in spiritual prison as a lawful captive. 
In this state his constant petition was "Lord, save mt!, or I perish," and "God 
be merciful to me, a ginner," &c. 

About the year 1827, the Lord, in HiR providence, sent the Rev. Thomas 
Hughes to Well Street Chapel, Hackney, and after of Trinity Chapel of the 
same place, whose ministry became the means of deliverance to his soul. 
Through this beloved servant of God, his soul was brought out of captivity; and 
the Lord said over him, "Save that soul from going down into the pit, for I 
have found a ransom "-Jesus preached deliverance "to this captive and 
opened tlie prison doors lo him that was bound." 

In 1828 he joined the Church under Mr. Hughes's pastoral care; for six 
years he drank deeply out of the wells of salvation, and he was well-nourished 
up in his "Fatlier's house." He now became deeply concerned for the souls 
of others, and felt a great pleasure and delight in speaking a word in Jesus' 
name to the sick and afllicted at the bed side, and to the young in the Sabbath 
school. He was evidently at tliis period the subject of notice both from pastor 
and people, and he was interrogated closely as to whether he had any convic
tions or leadincrs toward8 the ministry. Mr. Hughes spoke to him privately and 
seriously on tl~s head, but he steadfa8tly at that time denied that he had any, 
acknowledging that, although the well bein~. of both sa(n~s and ~inners. lay 
very near to his heart, lie regarded the po1nt10n of the mm1stry with feelings 
of sacred awe and the reRponsibilities attending it as mighty and solemn to a 
degree and tl;e condition of that man who took it upon himself, uncalled and 
unsent' of God, as useful in the extreme. The leadings of God were at this 
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time very conspicuous ; and being urged to make it a matter of earnest prayer, 
be at length got this remarkabJe answer: "For ye shall not go out with l,aste, 
nor go by flight; for the Lord will go before you, and the God of !Rrael will 
'be your reward" (Isa. Iii. 12). This confirmed the pastor and the Church that 
the Lord intended him as a labourer in His vineyard. 

In the year 1834 it was resolved he should stand and minister to the 
,Church for two months, which he did before several hundreds, in much 
-conflict and trembling, when the Church were unanimous in their opinion that 
the Lord had called him to the work. He now preach'ld wherever a door of 
utterance was given him, "and the Lord confirmed the testimony with signs 
following" :-He laboured first near Stonebridge, in Worcestershire, for about 
four months, He was now solemnly set apart for the work of the ministry by 
Mr. Hughes, bis work hitherto had beon rather that of an evangelist than a 
pastor as he himself describes.0 

It was not until May, 1836, that he received a" call" to the pastorate, 
which he did from the Church worshipping at Zoar Chapel, Birmingham 
(" Calvinistic Independent "), the scene of Rev. Well don 's labours. Tbis, after 
supplying for a period, he ultimately accepted. Here he laboured with much 
acceptance, and with blessings from on high attending the ·word. A new and 
larger edifice was erected for them : here saints were comforted, and poor 
sinners converted unto Him. 

He laboured here for about 18 years, receiving continual proofs of the 
Lord honouring His own work by him, when, as he himself describes, the Spirit 
seemed to suspend His blessings in the same degree as he had hitherto done, 
and a prayer seem·ed to arise in his heart that, if the Lord had no more for 
him to do then, that He would remove him, This prayer was also answered 
in a short time. 

July, 1852, he received an invitation to supply the Grove Chapel, Camber
well, pulpit, its much honoured Pastor, the Rev. Joseph Irons, having been 
taken to his everlasting rest. 

There can be little doubt that Mr. Jay approached this important epoch 
in his own and that Church's history with intensely prayerful caution. For 
more than 12 months he preached amongst the people there, and every oppor
tunity was afforded for all parties concerned to come to a right conclusion ; 
and as the record states, that after both Church and Pastor elect having given 
themselves to earnest prayer, it was unanimously decided that he should be 
-elected to the office, which was done in the regular way at a special Church 
meetiug convened for the purpose. 

Wednesday evening, 12th April, 1854, Mr. James Jay was publicly and 
with much solemnity ordained the Pastor of Grove Chapel, in the presence of 
many of God's then living and faithful servants: a most interesting account 
of which was published at the time. 

Mr. Jay now entered fully upon his new field of labour, the "cause" 
revived, and the work of the Lord prospered; but now severer trialM awaited 
him than he had yet passed through. Strife and division ensued, rending 
the Church and distressing its Pa\itor. These breaches were healed only to 
give place to others; these were again healed, and peace for some time pre
vailed. Mr. Jay still labouring on" faint yet pursuing," and the Lord still 
adding from time to time fresh souls to the Church of such as should be sa,•ed. 

In 1859 he became afflicted with jaundice, which laid him entirely aside 
for four or five months: this was a severe trial, and one he never wholly r~
covered from. He came back, however, to the work, ~trong in the grace of h_1s 
Lord, and continued until the year 1872, when trials in the Church agam 
united in disabling him £or the miniRtry; his health gradually (at first) gave 
war,. Supplies were obtained, and at length after abou~ 12 months' _prayerful 
wa1tmg to know the will of God in the hope of bis recovery, it became 

* Vide Ordination Service, Grove Chapel, Camberwell, April 12th, 1854. 
Published by J, Paul, I, Chapter House Court, St. Paul's Churchyard. 
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manif~st to himself and his moet trusty friends, of whom he had not a few,. 
that his wor~ was done; ~e ~ad now laboured 21·· years at Grove Chapel, which, 
together with 18 at Birmrngham, make up a total of about 40 years in the 
Lord's vineyard. -

'l'he Church with its officers now earnestly pleaded with God to send them 
a pastor, and, after some waiting and watching, one was presented in the 
person of Rev. Thomas Bradbury, of Chesterfield; who, and after some prelimin
ary prea~hing and _correspondence, accepted the care of the Church, and was 
publicly rnducted mto the Pastorate at a Recognition Service, held 10th 
September, 1874, in the presence of many ministers of Gospel Churches. But 
to resume. 

Mr. Jay had now become much worse and had taken to his bed; the time 
could not be long for his departure. This was a season of prolonged bodily 
and mental affliction; he suffered deeply in his soul, and the powers of dark
ness wer~ allowed to "assault his soul in every part," yet he never ceased to 
pray_ durmg this long season of tempestuous night; his unremitting entreaty 
to his deacons and friends when they went to see him being, "Tell the 
brethren to pray for me, remember me at the prayer meetings. The effectuat 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much," &c., &c. In this distressed 
state he continued for fully six months or more, with scarcely any intermiijsion 
of light or soul relief, there can be no doubt but that his physical condition 
had much to do with this; but it is also certain that the dear Lord permitted 
this heavy trial, and the angry powers of hell and sin to have this temporary 
victory; temporary, we say, for so it was. "For the poor shall not always be
forgotten, and for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise saith the Lord to 
set him on high from him that puffeth at him." 

HIS DEATH. 
The end now drew nigh. About a fortnight before his death he woke 

out of sleep, and calling to his afflicted and weary partner, he com
menced, in such language as this, exhibiting a remarkable soul deliverance. 
He said, with much joy in his manner, "Jesus has come, Hie presence fills· 
my chamber; He has come for me. Oh! blessed Jesus, its precious to have 
Jesus near. Oh! now I long to be gone." Turning to hie wife, he said,'' It will 
not be long. I'm going, I'm going; this ill glorious," &c., &c. 'fhe woman who 
was nursing him was deeply moved and shed tears abundantly. He continued, 
Mrs. Jay says, about two hours in this frame, during which time he seemed 
fiHed with solid joy and peace in realising the promise, "I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you." Thie 
manifestation of the Divine goodness to Hie poor afflicted servant was a most 
marked and e;onspicuous one; for all human power had utterly failerl in raising 
him one tittle out of his spiritual troubles. From this time he fell hack into 
a state of coma or torpor, out of which he never truly rallied. He spoke Lut 
few words to any, but the 1snare was broken, the furnace harl performed its 
task, the metal had passed through the ordeal, the Refiner had done His work, 
be now lay passive in Hie hands; and on Tuesday morning, April 6th, about 
five a.m. he passed quietly and sweetly away in the arms of Jesus to his
everlasting rest. ' 

THE FUNERAL 
took place at Nunhead Cemetery, on Saturday, April 10th. The remains were 
first taken to Grove Chapel, were they were met by the Pastor, friends and others 
of the cause. The following ministers were also present and assisted in the 
service, viz. :-Revs. George Davie (of Woodbridge Chapel), W. K. Rowe, and 
Wm. Grew of Ealing; these were ever warm and fast friends, and towards 
whom he e~tertained an uninterrupted affection. The following was the order 
of the service :-

Mr. E. Taylor, Deacon, commenced the service by reading 3rd Hymn, 2ncf 
Book, Dr. Watts, which was very sweetly sung. Mr. Bradbury read Pea. :xc., 
and 2 Cor. xv., commencing at 20th verse. Mr. Rowe offered up a fervent 
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and earnest prayer. 140th Hymn, 2nd Book, Watte, wa■ next sung-recited 
by Rev. George Davie; after which the assembly was addreeeed by Rev. 
William Grew, of Ealing, chiefly from the words of the dear Redeemer to 
Martha-" I am the Resurrection and the Life," &c., &c. 

The remains were then conveyed to the cemetery, several of the friends 
attending in their own carriages; amongst whom were the pastor, the Treaaurer, 
the beloved and aged Robert Jenner, Esq., Mrs. U. Lett, of Dulwich House, 
and other&. On arriving at the cemetery the body was at once committed to the 
ground. Mr. George Davis then addreeeed the friends in a short but deeply 
affecting address ; and the service was conclnded by Mr. Franke, of Blooms
bury Chapel, offering prayer. Thus ends the career of one of whom it may 
truly be said he was a "Man of God," beloved of his God. 

In taking a retrospect of his career at the Grove Chapel, it must be borne 
in mind that he came there and entered the .pastorate under the most dis
advantageous circumstances, following, as he did, immediately in the wake of 
a man like Joseph Irons, a man of unusually acknowledged ability and highly
gifted as a preacher. It is quite reasonable to expect that troubles would 
follow, where Mr. Irons had by numbers been idolized. 

Inferior, however, in mental and physical calibre, as J amesJ ay undoubtedly 
was to Joseph Irons, he was, I am bold to aver, by no means his inferior in 
spirituality of soul and heart experience. Mr. Jay unswervingly admitted 
hie inferiority to his predecessor, and that with unfeigned humility, and was 
even forward to accord him the highest ministerial praise. Jamee Jay un
doubtedly had hie failings-and who has not-he had the blemishes of the sheep. 
In these particulars he was naturally a timid man, wanting, in what is called 
self-reliance, over-confiding, sensitive to injury, so that he did not readily 
recover from a ·wrong, unless frankly confessed, when he was as forward to 
forgive. On the other hand, he had the good marks of the sheep. He was 
really a humble man, and of an affectionate disposition, which he manifested 
to the poorest of his members. He was fond of children, and preached annually 
to the young. He started the Sabbath School at Grove Chapel and was much 
loved by the children in return. He was a good pastor, and until sickness 
disqualified him for visitation, he was to be found regularly at the bed-side 
of the sick and infirm, where his ministrations were highly valued. He took 
the greatest interest in the Aged Pilgrims' Society, and did his utmost to 
extend the influences of the auxiliary at the chapel and to further the interests 
of that Society. 

As a prencher he was one of no ordinary kind, although deficient in 
education, he had a simple eloquence which, when under the leadings of the 
Holy Ghost, became melodious and sweet to the hearers. He mostly divided 

· his text into three simple heads or divisions and spoke closely, as a rule, to 
his subject. He was particularly'enc.ouraging to weak and tempted souls, 
always experimental; and practical guJliness was on the forefront of his 
ministry, and his sermons and life testified that "11·ithout holiness no man 
shall see the Lord." ' 

He seldom closed his discourses without bringing home the substance to 
his hearers, and frequently he addressed himself to his congregation and general 
hearers in language most solemn, heart-searching, but withal affectionate 
expostulation and warning-and, as far as his measure of grace was dealt out 
to him," shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God." 

In doctrine he was a sound Calvinist, but abhorring the extremes of 
Arminianisrn on the one hand, and Antinomianism on the other ; and whilst 
he encouraged faith, he hated "fatalism." 

In prayer he was strong, indeed, he was most powerful ; his intercessions 
were fervent, prevalent, and at times almost sublimA ; he seemed to lead at 
times to the mercy-seat itself and into the very presence of Jesus the l\,!ediator; 
they were soul-bedewing and soul-reviving prayers, as the writer with many 
others can aver, and some seasons will, it is hoped, never be forgotten. He 
had also a remarkable voice, full, masculine, and distinctly audible ; without 
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·effort he filled the large chapel, and when the Spirit of God was in manifesta
tion (and seldom He was not) it was savoury to a degree. He was most 
diligent in his teaching concerning the work of God the Holy Ghost, both in 
his preaching and upon the hearts of his hearers. 

He was gifted, in a humble measure, with a vein of poetry. He wrote 
many hymns, some of which are very simple and sweet ; which were published 
in a collection, which he compiled when at Ilirrningham, called "Tabernacle 
Hymns for the Use of Spiritual Worshippers." He also published another very 
interesting little work, of some sixty to seventy pages, called "Gleanings from 
the Tabernacle," by James Jay, full of sound spiritual matter; both of these 
however, are out of print, although a copy of eaoh is before the writer. 

In short, Mr. Jay was no mean man ; and although his life was embittered 
by oppositions and trials from those who took advantage of his natural 
timidity and inability to defend himself, he ,vas, nevertheless, beloved and 
admired by numbers (in the aggregate), and through a season of prolonged 
trial there were friends, both members and hearers of his congregation, who 
upheld him with their money and presence with the moKt affectionate con
stancy ; during a period of nine months or more, they so supported the cause 
as that tl~e whole of the supplies were paid, and liberally, too, without a guinea 
being deducted from his salary. 

This, it is· evident, is one of the best proofs of how he and his honesty 
were esteemed by the faithful, though comparatively small, congregation 
which heard him, but which at no time was much less than 300, and in his 
best days were probably 4 to 500 or more. 

But he has gone to be with Jesus, and where the wicked cease from 
troubling and where the weary are at rest. "The memory of the just shall 
be blessed;" and he will live with all his faults in the hearts of many, and he 
will l:ave many seals in that day. The Church has lost another valued 
standard bearer from her midst-another faithful watchman from her walls
" but Jesus lives." 

"W.A.TCHM.A.N ! WH.A.T OF THE NIGHT?" 

Isaiah =i. 11. 

Watchman! hast thou been but sleeping, Wert thou not a useless sleeper, 
While the thief has prowled around? With destructive danger nigh? 

Or-wit.h watchful zeal-been keeping 
Faithful guard on holy ground? 

Dost thou know the fearful danger 
That attends thy false repose? 

Or art thou an idle stranger 
To the cunning of thy foes? 

Watchman, rise! and look around thee, 
Wolves destroy the feeble sheep! 

In the midnight hour they found thee 
.A.t thy post-BUT DEAD ASLEEP! 

O thou false and treach 'rous keeper! 
Where was then the watchman's eye? 

:M.anchester, .A.pril 14, 187.5. 

• Isaiah lvi. 101 ll. 

.A.t the gates " the roaring lion, 
Seeking whom he might devour," 

Leaped the walls of unwatched Zion, 
In thy drowsy, sleepy hour. 

.And thy slumber did but aid him, 
.A.a a " clog too dumb to bark '' !* 

.A.nd tby shameless sloth thus made him 
Bold-to ravage in the dark. 

Blood of souls !-He will require it, 
At whose bar thou soon must stand! 

Dreadful thought! " He will require it 
.A.t the guilty watchman's hand" ! !t 

WILL!All STOKES. 

t Ezekiel iii. 18-20, xxxiii. 6-8. 

" Grace, grace unto it." That is, grace had begun it, an1 grace had 
perfected it. 0, ye called ones! shout, and shout aloud for Joy.-From 
Goodwin's Marrow. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

A Few IJays on the Continent, embrac
ing a Reply to Mr. Gladstone's Vaticanism, 
from Personal lnilpcction of the Idolatrous 
Services of Greek OhurchP,s. By Ja.mes 
Johnstone, Edinburgh: United Kingdom 
Anti-Pa.pal League Union. Thie issue of 
Mr. Johnstone s personal observations, 
and his review of Mr. Gladstone's recent 
productions is exceedingly astounding. 
We purpose, if spa.red, to commence a 
Reading a.nd Review of it in Speldhurst 
Road Chapel, on Monday evening, Ma.y 24. 

The Old "Hell Club" in Glasgow. 
The narrative of Archiha.ld Boyle, which 
Mr. J. B. McCure ha.s introduced into his 
sermon on The Annihilation of the 
Wicked, &c., is a. terrible piece of history; 
a.nd comes in with a. demonstrative force 
after such a sermon. 30 pages for two
pence, of R. Banks; or of Mr. McCure, in 
Clarendon Road, Cambridge. Of the same 
publisher may be bad A New Pledge in Old 
Terms. An Address to the Baptist 
Congregation Worshipping in Birchmea
dow Chapel, Broseley. By Thomas Jones, 
on his Return to them as Pastor, &c. Also, 
Mr. Jones's Good-Bye on leaving London: 
two precious little penny books which are 
cheerfully truthful. We certainly do 
love this noble-minded patriarch ; and his 
books, being so much like himself, we a.re 
wonderfully pleased with them. This 
pa.it- of twine will receive a. hearty wel
come in thousands of good Ch1·ist ian 
homes. 

"Why Ought Baptism to be Studied?
And How? "-This is the heading of one 
chapter in Mr. Stalker's Volume, called 
Kind Questions; or, Speaking the 1'ruth 
in Love I Published by E. Stock. In less 
than 200 pages every difficult question 
respecting Baptism is here met with an 
intelligent mind; with a smiling face; with 
loving counsels; with invincible argu
ments; and all confirmed by Heavenly 
and historical witnesses. Many thanks to 
Mr. Stalker for his immense labour. We 
are stern, head-strong, ancl heart-loving 
Baptists; because so the Lord made us. 
If anybody doubt the truth of the ordi
nance, do let them read Mr. Stalker's 
Kind Questions. , 

Miss Corke's Lecture-Woman and the 
&riptwres. Publisheil by Request. Lon
don : Robert Banks, Racquet court, Fleet 
street. This is a splendid piece of com
position. The origin, the career, the 
honour, the usefulness, the beautiful 
sympathies, yea, the whole history and 
the various conditions of woman in this 
life are all ill ustra.ted by pen and ink 

sketches, elegantly and earnestly pour. 
trayed. Best of a.II, Miss Corke takes her 
stand in the Bible ; she contends for God's 
written a.nd revealed will. No false gloss, 
no erroneous deductions or additions. 
Truth! God's truth! Chaste, clear, a.nd 
convincing. From the Queen of England 
to the comely cottager's wife, every woman 
should read this shilling volume, which, 
in each department, is well produced. A 
neat present for wise mothers to present 
to tbeir daughters. Husbands and 
courtiers might learn lessons here which, 
with God's blessing, would render homes 
happy a.nd honourable a.JI their days. 

Which Are We to Believe? Mr. Ja.a. 
Grant, in his Christian Standard, ea.ye, 
" We believe we a.re on the threshold of 
the Millennium." Dr. Talmage, in his 
fiery discourse on "The Crying Need of 
the Church," furnishes a. fearful picture 
of the state of real religion in the United 
States. Let the pure testimony of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be well understood; 
let our souls be truly united to Him by 
the grace-implanting power of the Holy 
Ghost; let us be more secretly, sol~mnly, 
constantly waiting on, watching for, and 
communing with Him, a.nd we shall not 
be tossed to and fro as we see many are. 

"The Perils of his Perilous Days have 
increased in Ours;" so writeth the Editor 
of the new edition of R. Wilkinson's 
volume, The Saint's 1'rauel to the Land of 
Canaan, which first came forth in 1645; 
shewing in pure a.nd plain terms who are 
" short of the mark ; " what " coming to 
Christ" is not, and what it really is; in 
other words, setting forth the difference 
between a merry deluded dreamer of hie 
safety for heaven and the man who has 
been baptized into the death, and risen in 
the life, of the Son of Goel. While such 
immense machinery is in operation for 
converting sinners, and for exciting them 
to stand up for J esu·s, a. salutary antidote 
like this Old Master \'dlkinson lrns given 
us, comes out seasonably and will be use
ful to some. We long for tho time to 
describe it more fully in our pages. 

"Cranmer "-his smitten soul's tears 
and prayers, his bleeding sufferings and 
burnmg regrets, are told in The Day of 
Days m powerful words. Oh! easy, lazy, 
bitter Christians, did not our fathers 
purchase our privileges clearly? Shall we 
betray the holy trust committed to u~? 

Some of Benjamin Gough 's choicest 
rustic lyrics aro given, with useful papers, 
in Home Words, a penny monthly of 
pleasant matter. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
MR. HEWLETT'S FAREWELL. 

CLERKENWET,L.-At Wilderness Row 
Baptist chap! a farewell service was held 
March 23rd. Tea was provi,led. At public 
meeting Mr. Davis, of Poplar, presided. 
Prayer by J. A. Lewis. Mr. Davis gave 
brief history of the Church. The cl,apel 
was opened in 1794. Mr. Elias, a Primitive 
Methodist was the first minister that settle<l 
there. After a time he with his friends 
remove<l to J ewin Crescent. Some follow
ers of Wesley followed. At their departure 
Mr. Wood settled here and remained 
seven or eight years Mr. Shorter succeeded 
him in the office ol pastor, which he filled 
till his death. During all this time the 
ehapel never tilled. Mr. Hewlett then came, 
but now he felt it was his duty to remove. 
Mr. Hewlett then addressed the meeting. 
He observed that he did not feel much like 
preaching; his was a trying scene. A 
mysterious providence brought me here. I 
had been pastor of a Church at Cranfield, 
Beds, for many years, where I preached three 
times on Lord's day, travelled backwards 
and forwards to London, and attended to 
business all the week. Just before leaving 
I met the landlord of this chapel. I said, 
" This was a nice place of worship, wished 
it was smaller, then I might be able to get 
the rent." He told me I could have it, 
and pay the rent if able, if not, he should 
not ask for it. The place was taken ; a 
people gathered; fourteen wished to be 
formed into a Church; seventeen from other 
Churche• wished to join with us. With 
these a Church was formed. These were all 
strangers, that is, none of the previous 
members. Since then till now we have been 
preserved in the unity of the Spirit and 
bonds of peace. It might be asked, " Why 
are you leaving!" I have weighed mat
ters carefully, and it seems right for me to 
do so. I am impressed that my work here 
has come to a close. The kindness of friends 
here has been great, but I found I was 
unable to make 'both ends meet. I laid my 
intentions before the deacons, then before 
the Church, and although unwilling to part 
with me, they decided that my conduct was 
justifiable under the circumstances. At this 
moment there is perfect love and harmony 
between us; and I feel sure we shall pray 
for each other wherever situated in the Pro
vidence ol God. 

The senior deacon said, " The pastor's 
remarks had necessarily been of a plaintive 
toue; whatever his might be, he should 
be natural. The first meeting they had 
with their minister was a cheerful one. 
Teu years had passed away since that. 
Forty members had been gathered from 
the wol'ld d u,-ing that time, which gh·es an 
average of four a year, which does not 
appear many, except we C'onsider tl1e value 
of a soul. 

"The school had been sustained. About 
400 children had attended during the ten 
year~, averaging 100 at a time. Some 
scholars had gone to other countries, some to 
America, and letters had been received from 
them acknowledging the excellent instruction 
they had here. One young man had joined 
Mr. Beecber's Church, hut said he would 
rather be with the few under Mr. Hewlett 
than with the multitudes who attend there." 
Another deacon spoke of their having great 
reason for gratitude to God for the precious 
truths they had heard Sabbath after Sabbath. 
They would try to forget their feelings of 
regret m their causes for thanksgiving; for 
his own part he could say, he had never 
been so deeply and sweetly led into the 
truth as under the ministry of Mr. Hewlett. 
They might hope for the future; the Great 
Shepherd still lived, and He can raise up 
whom He will. · 

Mr. Styles made appropriate remarks to 
minister and people. Mr. Hall, of Clapham, 
Mr. G. Webb, of Camden Town, spoke; 
also Mr. Dallimore and Mr. Hudson wound 
up. The last speaker had written some 
lines on the word farewell, which he pre
sented to Mr. EdgarHewlett. 

The senior deacon had purchased a purse 
into which he put twelve guineas; a collec
tion was then made, amounting to £2 10s., 
which was also put into the purse, and the 
whole presented to Mr. Hewlett, as a mark 
of the people's affection for him. W. B. 

NOTES FROM MINISTERS' STUDIES. 
DEAR BROTHER BANKS.-I feel glad 

GQd is still eontinuing strength and grace. 
I trust that with Paul you can say, 
"God will deliver from evil, and preserve 
me unto His heavenly kingdom." It is a 
mercy to know where strength is to be found. 
David said, "The floods of ungodly men 
made me afraid : but in Thee will I hope.'' 
What a blessed grace hope is! It holds the 
weak believer up. It is said the Christian 
has troubles the world knows nothing or. 
Like Ephraim, a deceived heart often turneth 
him aside. But O the deP.ths of mercy, God 
has not said unto us yet, ' Leave him alone, 
be is joined unto idols." 

I ha,·e waded through deep waters. They 
came pouring in well nigh to overflowing; 
but my preeious Jesus has not left me en
tirely overwhelmed. With Jonah I found 
companionship when my soul fainted within 
me. I remembered the Lord, and my prayer 
c,ame in before Him, even into His holy tem
ple. Last Sunday, we had II good day. 
The Lord was with us. We are looking for 
a •pir-itual refreshment from on high. As a 
Church we are held together in peace and 
lo,•e. 

[ Bless the Lorcl, we have tokens for good 
!n some pluces.-En.] 
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THE EXPERIENCE OF AN OLD 
REVIVALIST. 

BROTHER liANKs,-1 desire to run up 
.11nd see London friends during coming 
summer. I am hastening onward to disso
lution; Ol]l de>irous my last days mlly be 
the most useful of my short span upon 
,earth. '!'here is ample reason for the desire 
in the great things done for me by Jesus 
Christ, who, though God over all, and 
blessed for evermore, bath shed His blood for 
my eternal redemption. And if my desire 
be not granted in this matter, then I am 
desirous of the grace enabling me to say, 
"Thy will be done." The marvellous de
liverance He gave me from tbe gates of 
death, when at Greenwich, is also an en
couragement to me in the same direction. 
Shall it please the Lord to open the way 
for my coming up to London, I will do 
my poor best to serve the Lord Christ in 
serving His brethren. 

I suppose· London religiously is now in a 
great commotion. Sankey and Moody, I· 
feel convinced, are sincere; but when I 
come to the spirituality of their work, and 
its consistency with the blessed and eternal 
purpose and truth of God, in relation to the 
calling and salvation of His dear chosen, I 
am constrained to halt. 

When a young man, I. had considerable 
experience in what is called revival work, 
and wai reckoned to be the means of con
verting scores and hundreds in the villages 
of Somersetshire. I remember in some of 
-our revival• meetings, we had as many 
twenty or thirty of a night who professed to 
have· peace with God. I have conducted a 
prayer meeting in a country village of a 
Saturday night, containing as many as 
500 souls. At that time I was labouring in 
my employ from four o'clock in the morning 
until two in the afternoon, and then from 
seven o'clock in the evening, in the revival 
meetings, until twelve o'clock, converting 
souls. I could never call in question my 
zeal nor my sincerity at this period, and in 
this engagement; but myigno,ance, great as 
it is now, was much greater then. Have I 
a desire to return to such a work, and con
vert scores and hundreds now, after the 
same order'! Certainly not. And why 
not? I have a large number of good and 
1101id reasons which I could assign for not 
doing so, and for having no desire to do so. 
It is not for me to call in question God's 
sovereignty in using what means He may 
please for the bringing His elect people to 
the blessed Gospel; and I cannot myself 
believe for a moment that one of Christ's 
redeemed will be eternally Jost for want of 
means to bring him into the good and 
right way. And truly I could covet to be 
the instrument, or one of the instruments, 
employed to bring the wandering sheep to 
the fold. But that they will all be brought 
I have no doubt. In my native village, we 
had near 200 converts in the coul"lle of a 
month, nil well known to me. I never 
knew three of the whole number who gave 
evidence of their being truly passed lr~m 
death unto life. A large proportion, within 

two years, relinquished their profession, and 
a number of them settled down in error 
and became mighty Pharisees, hating th~ 
truth, and zealous in making proselytes to 
these religious systems of will worship. 
I have never seen Sankey and Moody, nor 
any of these meet.ings, and therefore cannot 
sit in judgment concerning them. I have 
no doubt but that there will be many imi
tators who will lack their sincerity. Even 
my own religious nature would go in for a 
glorious revival, but my better judgment 
directs me to wait upon the Lord, who alone 
can be the true Revivalist, both within 
myself and in the hearts of my brethren. 

My dear brother, where is the honour of 
the Christian :fled to? Where is the order 
of the Gospel gone? Is the true charity of 
our Churches and ministers really gone? 
What an everlasting mercy that the Lord 
changeth not. Remember me at the throne 
of grace. F. COLLI:SS, 

DREADFUL CALAMITY IN 
KANSAS, U.S. 

Some of our Baptist brethren in Long 
Island Township, Philip's Co., Kansas, U.S., 
W. Kinnersley, Esq. and Mr. Robert Lee, 
of Hrooklyn city, New York, sends us ap
palling appeals from which the following 
extracts are made. Ought not every mi
nister to lay the case before his people ? 
Should not every benevolent friend send some 
help at once? Mr. Kinnertley, after a long 
introduction, says:-

" A good while ago, an Englishman called 
on me on hL• way to the tar west, and since 
corresponding with me, I have news ot the 
various trials through which he has been 
called to pass. A few years since he had to 
:flee before a prairie fire, and was literally 
burned out. The spring following, he crossed 
N elruska, and took up his residence on the 
extreme frontier, Prairie Dog Creek, Long 
Island, his only neigh hours being Indians, 
Prairie dogs, and rattle snakes. He was 
pleased with the fertility of the soil, and 
looked forward with confidence to prosperity. 
Early last summer, he gave account of what 
he had planted, and was buoyant in ex
pectation of all he desired, for which he had 
so arduously laboured. I had my misgivings, 
but no idea of the dreadful calamity through 
which he had lost nearly all the fruit of his 
toil, exposing him to hunger and nakedness, 
in that devastated region of country, seven 
times in extent the New Eugland states. 
The following is what he says ot it:-

" ' The spring season had been very dry; 
a drought prevailing. Early one morning, 
he saw a haze in the atmosphere, and spread
ing, darkened the heavens. Then came 
falling, as flakes of snow, the pioneers of the 
army of grasshoppers, which covered every
thing he had planted inches deep, and con
sumed it; and for ten long, we~ry _hours, the 
troops continued to pass over. rtus may ap
pear incredible. I refer you to what is said 
in CaJmet and in the writings of the prophet 
Joel. In this invasion th,•y impeded the 
locomotive or railways, aud on raising, con
cealed mountains from view. There was not 



156 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

any place in a man's domicile they were not 
found. A friend of mine on the foothills of 
the Rorky mountains informed me he planted 
6,000 lbs. of potatoes, and the grasshopper• 
destroyed the whole. My correspondent, 
informing me of it, was in deep distress, but 
justifled Goel in the affliction, and auoted the 
words, " Although the fields shall yield no 
meat, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation." But he 
added, " If there is work to be done, I am 
not the man to sit down in mi,:ery, but will 
find it if it is to be obtained between here and 
the Mississippi." I said in reply, "Abide 
with your family and the people, and your 
misery shall not want a tongue." I cannot 
venture a farther recital of what he has en
dured, in common with others, of his ex
posure to the pitiless pelting of western 
storms ; but must content myself with this 
brief statement. 

"Altogether dependent upon spontaneous 
~nevolence for food and clothing, I have 
frequently heard from them. That is how 
I came to hear of )'Our brethren. Mr. 
McCracken, rleacon of the Baptist Church, 
Phillipberg, Philip's Co., Kansas, writing to 
my friend, ioqnired, • Do you think help will 
come soon ? ' I sent them n very small gin 
of money, and acknowledging it, Mrs. Mary 
McCracken said her husband was the deacon 
of the Church; that there were fourteen 
Bapti-t families in the neighbourhood ; that 
they had a minister, but, unable to give him 
an)·thing-, he had left. They kept up their 
covenant meetings. Poor things, in con
nection with their distress, I thought of the 
Scripture, • I commend unto you Phebe our 
sister .... That ye receh-e her in the Lord 
as becometh saints, and that ye assist her in 
whatsoever bu•iness she bath need of you.' 
Who will assist poor Mary and her brethren 
and sisters? Let such know that God will 
not• forget the work of faith and labour of 
love shewn to His name, in ministering to 
the saints' (Heh. vi. 10). lt needs much 
to clothe and feed a people for twelve 
months; and it will take that time from the 
invasion till the next harvest, before they 
can derive any sustenance from their own 
labour. In a letter, bearing the Philip
sherry post mal'k, Mai-eh ll ,-' My friends 
were in great distre,;s how to obtain seed for 
the land, and a future crop. They have a 
weekly mail, and when I write it takes aLout 
three weeks to receive a reply. 

"Mr. Banks, tu me it is marvellous that 
in England neither the secular nor religion~ 
prPSS have taken any notice of the awful 
calamity; and the ·more so a;; the colony of 
three hundred Englishmen, 8ent out under 
the auspices of some clergymen, were in great 
destitution throuµ-11 it. What is the meaning 
of euch silence? If anything should be done 
for tbis people it had better be sent direct by 
P, 0 0. tu Joseph 0. Deno, Esq., Justice of 
Peace Long· hland Township, Philip's Co., 
Kaos:s, U.S., or to the McCrackeos. Mr. 
Dean is an upl'ight man, and will abide by 
anv in•ll'uction given him, Yours respect
fuily, Wm. Kennesley, Brooklyn, Amel'ica, 
Mhrch 22, 1875." 

Mr. Robert Lee, of Brooklyn, New York, 
says: 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-" Do find 
room for letter sent to you at my request 
from Friend Kennesley. When you consider 
this plague of gmsshoppers has covered 
four times the extent of Englnnd, you can 
judge of their distress. Those thousnnds of 
Englishmen and their families in that part 
who have suffered much, and I know 
you will go out of your course in the 
VESSEL to help them. Hy. Varley is in 
New York. Telling the people to bum or 
drown their repentance. He says man need 
not repent, but just come to Christ, that is 
enough, and he is sure to be saved. 

"Yours truly, ROBERT LEE." 

TRING STATION, March 30, 1875.
After two services yesterday, in West End 
chapel, I laid down to rest in brother 
Arthur Baker's vicarage, and, while thinking 
upon my work announced for the·day-two 
services for our afflieted brother John 
Branch-words like these gently sprung up 
in my thoughts," To do good and to com
municate, forget not; for with such sacri
fices God is well pleased." A nece11sary 
qualificatioR is implied, a gracious course of 
action is exhibited, and a preciousencoura~e
ment is presented. In other words, I under
stand the Apostle to mean, "If grace bas 
given you a true heart, a pure conscience, 
a living soul, a holy faith, a vital union to 
Jesus; and if Providence has smiled upon 
you, you will find many of your afflicted 
and poor brethren, who need your Jo,•ing 
sympathy ; and if you are not unmindful of 
them, if you are ready to communicate to 
them, not only of that which is merely con
venient, but even to the making sacrifices 
for their spiritual or temporal . benefit, 1·ou 
shall have the pleasure and blessing of God 
resting upon you. Preparation, or qualifi
cation is the first thing. A dead man can
not go forth walking and working; n dumb 
man cannot vocolly preach the Gospel. 
Hence our Lord puts three good things 
together, - "Good seed sown in good 
ground will bring forth good fruit." 
" First make the tree good, then the fruit 
will be good." " A good man out uf the 
good treasure of his heart briogeht forth good 
things." John says to the people ot God, 
"Ye have an unction from the Holy One, 
and ye know all things." All things pure1 
precious, and profitable, to all such gooa 
pe<>ple. A gracious cou,·se of action is com
mended. Of men in the fall it is snid, •· All 
seek their own, not the things which are 
Jesus Christ"s;" but of the men of grace it is 
Baid, "No man livetb unto himself; no man 
dieth unto himself. Whether we live or 
die, we are the Lord's." The Bible i~ one 
large picture gallery where you mny see 
many ancient representatives of "doing 
good," of" communicating," aml even of 
making sacrifices ; even as A brRhom did for 
Lot.. May we be filled and clothed with 
charity. C. W. B. 
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LITTLE ALIE STREET SICK VISIT
ING SOCIETY. 

The 68th Anniversary of the formation of 
the above Society was held ot Little Alie St. 
-chapel on Tbul'!ldny evening, April 8th. 
·Our pastor Mr. C:. Masterson, presiding over 
the public meeting. The ministerial brethren 
present were Mr. P. Dickerson (our late 
much re.•pected ond beloved pa,tor), also 
Messrs. Anderson, Bri~coe, Brown, and 
Langford. The meeting commenced by 
singfng, "Come let us join our cheerful 
·songs," an,I after our brother Mr. Brown 
bad besought the Lord's blessing, the Secre
tary rend a very encouraging report, setting 
forth some of the results (under God's bless
ing) of the 356 visits to 97 sick persons 
dul'ing the year; this beinil' a larger number 
·then usual, and the amount expended being 
much greater, although the income had not 
been so much. 

Mr. Briicoe, in moving the adoption of the 
report, spoke of the value of such institutions, 
saying that the work was the most Christ
.iike under the sun, a work in which the 
labourers had to penetrate some of the vilest 
habitations in order to reach those whom they 
hod to visit; in which work they imitate 
Christ. He perceived in the report evidences 
-of spiritual usefulness, and went on to say 
that the visitors ought not to Jose sight of 
those they visit, hut endeavour to bring them 
to the House of God on their recovery. He 
-recommended the visitors to go about their 
'Work in full confidence that the Lord would 
bless their labours. 

Mr. Anderson, in seconding, said the 
.report did one good, for in doing good we are 
getting good. Had had much experience in 
the work. He here related some of the scenes 
he had witnessed; and said that a society like 
this was much needed, it was doing a great 
and glorious work, Christ is the Author of it, 
,and it sets forth the glorious one-ness of 
Christ and His people; Christ goes about, 
vis.its, speaks to, and relieves the sick through 
His own people, 

Our late pastor, Mr.Dickerson,spokeafew 
encouraging words, saying he lmil had the 
pleasure of advocatinll' the Society for 43 years 
·and had great confidence in the brethren, 
whose labours under God's blESsing had not 
been in vain. He exhorted his hearers to do 
good to all men, especially to the household 
·ol faith, and thus imitate Him who went 
about doing good. 

Our brother Mr. Brown congratulated 
the friends on what had been done, and asked 
them to continue to do what they could for 
the future, he knew somewhat of the work 
and hacl learned many lessons at the bedside 
of the sick; and in advocating the claims of 
the Society he related an incident shewing 
that money given to the cause of God was 
,not without results, and said we could not do 
good without getting good. 

Mr. Langford, of Dnlston, followed by re
ferring to the founders of the Society, and 
said that although there might not be any 

-of them now living, it was B pleosure to know 
that they were reaping the reward ot their 
labours. Christ 1111d ot those who visit the 

sick " Inasmuch as ye have done it to one 
of the least of these My brethren, ye have 
done it unto Me." The Apostle exhorta, 
"Be not weary in well doing, for in due 
time ye shall reap it ye faint not." 

Alter a few remarks hy the Chairman, the 
meeti11g was closed with the Doxology and 
Benediction. 8. J. W. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE
BROTHER BANKS,- Our Good Friday 
meetings, to commemorate the third an
niversary of my settlement at Brixton were 
well supported. I preached in the afternoon 
from Rev. iii. 20. We had tea in new 
school room ; so lull that we had r.ot a 
vacant seat. Mr. T. Searle, one of our 
deacons, presided at evening meeting. Bro
ther Styles asked the Divine blessing. Ad
dresses were given by ministers 0,1, the Name 
of the Lord in Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. The at
tendance through all the services were good. 
We have met with more kind as;,istance lrom 
friends ou t;iide the Church than we ever 
had done before. The Sunday sehool wants 
more godly teachers. Since I came to Brix
ton, fifty-four persons have been added to 
the Church. During the nine months I 
wa.• supplying the pulpit, there were added 
seventeen; the first year after my settle
ment, nine; the second, fifteen; the third, 
thirteen; fourteen was the number of mem
bers when I came :o Bl'ixton ; so making in 
all, sixty-eight; twenty-six withdrawn from, 
leaving at present forty-two. The twenty
six have since been worshipping in North 
Brixton Hall. Some have joined other 
Churches: some ha~e returned to us. The 
Lord is a Sovereign. Blessed be His holy 
name, He preparet11 a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies. May He 
bless and spare you for many years to 
come. So praJll yours in Gospel bonds, 

C. CORNWELL. 

NEW CHAPELS WANTED.-Our at
tention is called to the fact that the M. A, 
of Strict Baptists has money to lend or 
give. Now Mr. George Webb, of Camden 
Town, Mr. E. Langfot"d, ol Dalston, with 
others and their friends have to hire public 
halls. Could not the Association help these 
devoted and worthv men to build new 
chapels at once? The money Mr. Webb's 
friends have paid already for the use of the 
hall would have nearly built and paid for 
a chapel. Mr. Langford's ball is not rom
modious nor comfortable. Now, if the 
Association has any spirit. and life in ii, ii 
they mean instrumentally to advance tbe 
cause of truth, may our God give them t~e 
ancient faith which cried out "Let us rISe 
up and build; so they strengthened their 
hand~ for the good work." More sugges-
tions to come, says, A. 

NORWICH.-ORPORD HILL CHAPEL. 
-Our Church bas enjoyed ch,eerfu! )imes 
under brother William Tookes mmIStry. 
We hope our Lord has sent him to be our 
pastor. We require life, love, truth, wisdom, 
mdustry and God's blessing in Norwich. 
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RECOGNITION OF MR. THOMAS 
JONES AT BROSELEY. 

A deeply interesting service was held at 
BiN'.hmeadow chapel, Broseley, on Monday, 
March 22, 1875. It had been arranged by 
a committee of ladies that a tea should pre
cede the more important service, to which 
some 160 sat down in the vestry, school room 
and chapel. At the evening meeting the 
senior deacon, Mr. J. L. Whatmore, occu
pied the chair. After singing, the Divine 
blessin~; was specially im·oked on the more 
immediate and solemn proceedings by Mr. 
W. Evans. The chairman reviewed the 
circumstani,es which, more than half a cen
tury since, led to his visiting Bircbmea
dow, residing then, as he still does, in Bridl{
nortb, and ga\'e an interesting history of 
those means, which, under the blessing 
of the Father of all mercies, made him ac
quainted with the important fact, that be was 
a sinner, helpless, ruined, and undone. And 
how the ministry of his dear friend and pastor, 
Mr. T. Jones, had been made, under the 
sancti(dng influences of the Holy Spirit, 
the means of leading him to the Saviour, 
as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. By 
the help of God, he continued until the pre
sent day a follower of Him who died to re
deem, and rose ag-ain to justify. He then 
called upon Mr. John Burnett, one of the 
deacons, to state the reasons that led the 
Church to invite their former pastor, Mr. 
T. Jones, again to take as pastor the over
sight of the Church. 

Mr. John Burnett, in reply to this im
portant inquiry, proceeded to enumerate the 
many difficulties which presented themselves 
in procuring supplies for the pulpit, and the 
discouraging cir~umstances attendant upon 
the too-frequent disappointments which oc
curred in this respect; all tending, under 
the leauings of the Spirit, to lead the Church 
a11:aia to seek for the services of their esteemed 
friend and pastor, Mr. Jones, as an under 
shepherd, should it please the Father of 
mercies to spare bis valuable life. 

Mr. John G1iffiths, deacon, said that at the 
age of seventy-four, he was called upon to 
make his maiden speech ; and in this in
stance he should best consult bis own feel
ings by endor~ing what had been previously 
said. 

Mr.Samuel Bullock,in confirmation of the 
preceding stament, gave a plain, unvarnished 
account of his journey to London, bis inter
view with Mr. Jones, and the interesting 
conversaton which passed between them 
at Cannon street station; his interviews 
and communications with his brother mem
bers; concluding with a sincere expression 
of thankfulness that the God of all grace 
had been pleased to crown the wishes and 
hopes of the Church, by sending to them Hi• 
aged servant once more to labour among 
them. And may God in His great mercy 
still spare him for further usefulness as a 
faithful ambassador of truth for many years, 
and make his ministry a blessing to the 
Church and congregation. 

Mr. Jones, in stating the reasons which 
had enabled him, after inuch earne,t prayer 

for Divine guidance In the very lmportan 
and delicate matter of accepting the h1vi
tation of the Birchmendow Church, which 
would invoh•e bis leaving London, where 
he bad a host of very intimate and dear 
fi-iends, who had generously supplied his 
every want, and a severin1- ol the connec
tion that had long existed between him and 
the Church at Artillery street; he felt, in
deed, that the case was one not lightly to be 
attempted, still less to be determined. One 
of his greatest difficulties would be, be felt,. 
to make known his dete1·mination of accepting 
the pasto1·ate of the Church at Birchmeadow 
to some of his more immediate friends, whose 
care, kindness, confidence, and princely 
benevolence had laid him under an amount 
of Christian obligation that seemed to present 
to him an almost insuperable difficulty in 
making known to them his resolve. And 
yet, by an inte1-position of Divine Provi
dence, he was spared this pang. God, in 
His infinite mercy, had called away to the 
rest that remains, His dear servant, leaving 
a blank which God alone can. supply. Not 
only so, but two of the deacons, honoured 
men in the Church and service of God, were 
called home. Thus were matters, serious 
obstacles, overruled by Him who worketh 
all things according to the coumel of His
own will; and (playfully) should you grow 
tired ofme, I have no doubt but that I should 
be received with open arms again m London. 
There are but few now living or present here 
who were present at my ordination to the 
pastorate of this Church more than fifty years 
since. It is II long period in the lite-time 
of man, and yet it seems hut as yesterelay. 
Mnny changes have occurred since that day. 
Many wea1·ied ones have been taken home 
to rest, some still remain, who link the past 
with the present. Members then, members 
still. And, through the mercy ol our God1 
we are here once more united for the weru 
of the Church and congregation. I to labour 
unde1· the Great Shepherd for your welfare; _ 
vou by your prayers to bold up and strengthen 
my hands in the service ol our God. in 
whose service I am willing to spend and be 
spent, until it shall please Him to take me 
home. At my time ol life, eighty years old, 
I may not expect here to remain a very 
lengthened period; but while l do remain, I 
trust that my God will enable me to be a 
faithful witness for Him to you, and to all 
those who come within the sound of my 
ministry. Of the confession of faith, made 
here more than fifty years since, I have 
nothing to add to, or retract from. "Salva
tion by grace. not of works, lest any man 
should boast." I believe that in all my 
preachin11:, no one can, who hns beard, 
lilil to understand what my creed is, God, in 
sovereign mercy, for His own great Name's 
sake, saving all that believe. In fact, I 
make but a new pledge in old terms. Mny 
the blessing of a Triune-Jehovah abide with, 
u• while here, and crown our journey's end 
with His lovingkindnesll and tender mercy. 

Mr. B. Evans next addressed the assem
blage, congratulating both pastor and people· 
on the event which had convened them 
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together thnt evening. He commended his 
&Jl'ed brother to the wnrm affections of the 
Church, reminding them that "A Paul may 
plant, and nn Apollo.• water, but God alone 
can give the increase." In such case the 
duty nnd privilege of the Church was plaiu. 
Let them be united in seeking from Him the 
promised blessings. 

In response to the chair, Mr. J. H. Page 
expressed the great pleasure which he felt in 
welcoming his highly-esteemed friend as the 
pastor of this Church. May his life among us 
be prolonged, and bis ministry" be made a 
blessing both to saint and sinner. Mr. J. 
Smith nnd Mr. Evans also expressed similar 
sentiments. Mr. Jones concluded with 
prayer. During the evening the choir song 
with their acknowledged taste and talent, 
"0 how amiable are Thy dwellings, 0 Lord." 
"Tell me where ha,•e ye laid Him." " Praise 
the Lord, 0 my soul." 

ONE WHO WAS PRESENT, 

WEST END, TRING.-On Easter Mon
day, 1875, our Baptist chapel was the scene 
of a numerous gathering in evening, to hear 
a lecture by C. W. Banks, who also in after
noon gave an address on the words, " He 
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth." 
A cheerful company sat down to tea, and a 
collection was made for the pastor, Mr. 
Arthur Baker, who, after serving the Church 
here usefully and honourably for three years, 
and feeling persuaded the cause, with the 
chapel debt, cannot support a minister. bas 
resigned, and expects to leave Tring at Mid
summer. In this •mall, quiet town there 
are numerous chapels; in the villages around 
there are little causes ; the strength is 
divided. Spiritual life is sterile, slow, almost 
inactive; it appears, then, when Mr. Baker 
leaves Tring, there will not be one settled 
Baptist pastor in the whole neighbourhood. 
There are conll'fegations in all the chapels, 
supplies in all the pulpits ; but is this a 
heal thy state of things • We Tring people 
know it is not. 

EPPING GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES. 
Three services in one day is still adhered 

to by the friends ot Epping. Mr. T. James 
preached in the morninl!,' from the words, 
" [ t is finished." Mr Golding gave us a 
sermon from "Yea, He loved the people; 
all His soin ts nre in Thy hand ; and 
they sat down at Thy feet ; every one 
shnll re~ei ve of Tb y words." The afternoon 
is never the most coveted time for the 
preacher, but the subject was cheering. 
The hearers were wakeful, which is sur
prising, considering they were hospitably 
treated with a most excellent dinner, free gf 
expense, prepal'ed by the kind friends, 
Messrs. Whipps, Cottis and Sons, of Epping, 
to whom we owe ten thousand thanks for 
this and similar favours of the p1111t. 

Teo was sel'ved up in the school room, 
kindly lent by the pastor of the Indepea
dent chapel, Mr. Teesdale Davis, wbo come 
and shewed himself friendly. M ny the Lol'd 
hasten the day when all stones ol stumblin!l' 
■hall be removed, and thia happy section of 

the one great Church of God be nnited in 
Gospel order, alter the mRnner laid down by 
Luke, in Acts ii, 41 to 47. OvPr evening 
meeting Mr. C, Cottis p1'esided. Mr. James 
spoke on the omens of Friday, followed by 
Mr. Golding, on the brazen serpent, and the 
lifting up of Christ on the pole of the Gos
pel. Mr. Davis was solicited to speak, and 
he complied in a very cheerful and friendly 
way, stating that though he himself was an 
Independent, his better-half wa., a Baptist. 
Mr. W. Winters, of Waltham, brought up 
the rear bv o few remarks on his attachment 
to the friends at Eppin.'I', and bis great Jove 
of New Testament Church order. A vote 
of thanks was proposed ,by Mr. Golding to 
Mr. T. Davis for the u~e of the room, and 
seconded by Mr. T. James, and carried 
unanimously. W.W. 

DORSET SQUARE, MOUNT ZION 
SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

The annual meeting of the olrl Sunday 
scholars and teachers took place in school 
room adjoining the chapel on Easter Monday, 
March 29. Many of the old scholars as
sembled together. Some brought their com
panions, having special liberty from their 
friends to do so. A most excellent tea was 
provided gratis, and heartily enjoyed by all 
present. 

The evening meeting was presided over by 
Mr. Tinson, the superintendent. Aller a 
hymn, Mr. Tinson read Psalm cxlv., and 
made a few remarks in conjunction there
with. Mr. Cowley implored the Divine 
blessing to rest upon the Sabbath school 
and friends present; this was supplemented 
with appropriate eddres.•es by Messrs. New 
(ex-supel'intendent), Wilson, Curtis, Coch
rane, HaITis, and others. Mr. Tinson very 
kindly invited the friends present to the like 
meeting, which, God willing, will take 
place on the Easter Monday of 1876. Mr. 
Beazley concluded with prayer. 

W. WINTERS, 

LIMEHOUSE. -That kindly-spirited 
and devoted itinerant in our Churches, Mr. 
Chip~base, died suddenly from paralysis on 
the 25th of March. He was a studious nod· 
useful minister; one the Churches much 
req_uired. We wish his trying life could be 
written, that mnnv might see how much 
some of our hl'ethren suffer, who, in nil 
wenthera, and with many wants, 11,'0 forth in 
the blessed Saviour's name. We grieve 
much to learn that poor Chipcbase's last days 
were severely distressing. 

IPSWICH.-An authenticated letter 
corned with sharp criticism on what has 
already appeared. We cannot insert this 
month. One says, Mr. Thomas Poock bas 
resigned ; and hns nccep(ed. the otf~•? so"!e 
time since mode to remam m the m101ster 1 
life and reeei\'e £40 per annum. Very no
ble 'of the Chul'ch, and richly deserved by the 
venerable bishof who has served the cause 
to the utmost o 'bis ability. C. S. another 
time. 
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STEPNEY.-The Cave Arlullam Chapel 
is closed; it is expected a new one will be 
erected. MeQnwhile Mr. George Reynolds 
preaches in Beaumont Hall. We cannot 
now tell what the new chapel will be called, 
nor what the new Church will become. Some 
of us who have laboured for many years, 
<lCcasionally, to help the ancient apostolic 
eause of truth at the Cave, will deeply feel 
any e~entia\ alteration. An overwhelming 
floodofliberalism, lree-willism, and open com
munion ism has rolled in. It is so power
fully carrying many away, that the faithful 
followers of our Lord Jesus will be very few 
and very far between. Those who cannot go 
with the multitude must expect perset"utiou, 
poverty, and peril of every kind. It is a 
solemn feature of the times we live in that 
in our section there is neither unity nor 
courage enough to defend the old landmarks. 
Jesus only is the same. 

TO OUR CHURCHES.-"The love of 
Christ constraineth me." "The har'l"est i1 
great, the labouret'S are few." 'l'hat is, men 
of truth, who will proclaim the whole counsel 
of God. Therefore, as God io His great 
mercy llrought me from the school of 
Arminius to become a member of a free-grace 
Gospel Church, and has called me to preach a 
free-grace Gospel, r, through the VESSEL, 
state I am willing to supply any Strict Bap
tist Church; or to take any situation where 
the Lord would make me an under shepherd, 
so that I could provide for myself, like Paul, 
with my own hands. Should any Church 
apply to me, through the VESSEL, I will 
direct them for reference to my Beloved 

PEMBERTON, NEA.R WIGA.N.-Some 
who know the truth-lovin~ hearts in the 
-cause here, will be glad to know this year's 
annual meeting was, as a brother says, 
" The best we have bad. The Lord has 
graciously ble.<sed our little Bethel, and won
-drous things He has accomplished on the 
behalf of His poor children who worship 
there, pullin~ together as one man in 
Christian fellowship one with another. 
Thes,, fruits cheer our hearts not a little 
when we consider what heartrendini:r divi
sions there are here and there, while Satan 
has been successful in exalting puny man, 
when nothing but Jesus and Him t"rucifted 
•ought to be known." 

OUNDLE.-SxR,-" Hand Book," says, 
Mr. Comfort is still our minister. I grieve 
to say the dear man died April 22. We 
·have had but little Gospel preaching latelv. 
·Our Church is more than seventy years ol<I. 
Where and what are we now? Is there any 
man on the earth that can successfully 
plant the Gospel ensign here? 

ONE OP THE W A.NDERERS. rw c would rejoice to know that unity and 
godly prosperity was in Oundle. It presents 
a wonderful field for living faith, for fervent 
prayer, for Bible truth. The Book of God 
(says one) is full of Divinity bones. We 
want a man who can open them, and give us 
the marrow.-ED.J 

SUFFOLK. - Fifty years have passed 
away since Mr. Samuel Collins, of Grundis
burgh, firot commenced preaching the 
Gospel. J t is expected his ministerial jubilee 
will be celebrated tl,is year, and a handsome 
testimonial presented. If Mr. Collins has 
w1itten and will publish a review of his 
public life: of the Churches and ministers 
he has co-operated with, he could hand down 
to posterity a volume of intense interest. 
Grundisburgh is near Woodbridge. For 
nearly one century a Baptist Church has 
there flourished. Mr. Collins has spent the 
·best part of his life in the Grundisburgh 
pastorate, where he hu ever been honoured 
.and beloved 

pastor. A LOVER OP ZION. 

OLD FORD.-BETHEL CHAPEL.-We 
had some interesting services here Easter 
Monday, 1875. A sermon, first, from Paul's 
words "But to do good and to t"ommuni
cate, forget not, for with such sacrifices God 
is well pleased," by C. W. Banks. The friends 
had a plentiful tea, served kindly by our 
esteemed friend Mrs. Shoebridge. Brother 
Symonds presided over the evening assembly 
with Christian courtesy ; and edifying 
expositions from Luke xxiv. 44, &c., by 
brethren Warren, Myerson, C. W. Banks, 
F. Green, N. Oakey, &c. We were 
favoured with the presence of real wit
nesses to the truth, brethren Mayhew, Hitch
cock, and many others. The collections 
were for poor John Branch. 

STEVINGTON.-On Good Friday last 
an event of much interest to the people 
here transpired, in the public reco11."11ition of 
of .Mr. W. Brightwell as their pastor. In 
the afternoon Mr. Corby, of Felmersham, 
read the Scriftures and offered prayer. Mr. 
Ashmead, o Northampton, preached an 
eloquent sermon from Rev. i. 5. After tea_ 
public meeting was held, ably presiJed over 
by Mr.· Ashmead. Prayer was offered bl 
Mr. Barham, of Harrold. 'rhe chairman s 
address was marked hy great ability and ap
propriateness, as was also that of Mr. 
Barham. The statement made by Mr. 
T. Noble on behalf of the Church, and that 
bv the newly-elected pastor were deeply in
teresting and satisfactory. Mr. Corby con
gratulated his friends oo what they then 
witnessed. The singiug was good and 
hearty, and a thoroughly Christian spirit 
prevailed throughout the proceedings. 

CANNING TOWN.-After years of 
affliction, Mrs. M. A. Swainston• pa.•sed 
away, March 17, 1875, to that land where 
the inhabitant Rhall no more say " I am 
sick." She wns a member of the late Mr. 
Bracher's chapel, West Ham. During her 
latest moments, she said, when asked if she 
wanted anything? "No, only waiting for 
glory ! " .A gain, with sweet coo6.dence1 
" He'll never forsake ! never forsake I ' 
Then calling to her husband, who was from 
home, in deep sorrow, l said, " What shall I 
tell him?" Sbe said, "The righteous shall 
bold on bia way." F. 1 . 
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OUR CHURCHES IN CLAPHAM, Ire. 
[We must not yet answer. The following 

fragment is eafe and useful.-ED.] 
I thank you for the deci,led tone ~ani

{ested in your EARTHBN VESSEL articles. 
I express the sentiments of many of my 
friends who read your Magazine with profit. 
I would praise ~he q:od of all grace1 w_ho, 
bearing you up m HIS arms of ever1.ast10g 
Jove ha., sustamed and supported you m and 
thro'ugh all the changes of life, and whic~, 
by Divine mercv, are all ordered, and still 
gives you hope in Hi• love, although JOU 
are only a poor little one. You will be g!ad 
to know that the Churches over which 
brethren Ponsford, Cornwell, and Brindle 
are pastors (Zion's Hill, Courland Grove, 
Brixtoo Tabernacle, and Rehoboth, Bedford 
lane) have been increased of late by over 
twenty members (aggregate), to the great joy 
of the people. C. Corn well is, I imagine, too 
plain tor the carnal folk. A more severe man 
m preaching (yet tender and comf~rtiog 
withal) I never heard. The congregalloo at 
Mr. Brindle's place is a wonder unto many; 
for being a very humble-minded, and also a 
de~ply experienced man, he is able to break 
all manner of food, or rather the same food 
cut up in divers manners. Mr. B. tells the 
people plainly what they are, and exalts 
Jesus in all, and the folk do press, I can tell 
you. Mr. Poosford is ripe as an ~Id pear, 
ready and waiting for glory. He 1s a very 
experimental preacher, and much beloved by 
his people. I have gone from one J>!ace to 
another and have heard many men of truth, 
but under none have I experienced such 
benefit a.• C. Cornwell. But the Chief 
Pastor is all my hope. His love to poor 
me has been so great that I am constrained 
often to cry out, "Lord, why poor me?" I 
can say that Jesus is all my salvation ; for 
although I used to think that by being g?od 
and doing good, I should get God to tlnok 
well of me I never had a salvation worthy 
of the oarr:e until the dear Holy Spirit re
vealed Christ as my portion, " in whom all 
fulness dwells," the God-man, touched wi\h 
a feeling of my infirmities, and _tempted .m 
like mnnner to myself, yet without sm. 
My Refuge, my Rock, my Saviour, my 
All. How happy one feels w_hen expe
riencing a foretaste of heavenly J"Y ! May 
we have many such sea.sons. 

r Poor Clapham ! Rich in app~a.i:ances, 
ana in earthly possessions, but it1:.~lie Gosp~l 
she has seen her days of sorrow, and still 
they come. Our pen is full, but patience.
ED.] 

CAMDEN TOWN. 
Our services at Milton Hall, Camden town, 

Good Friday, were joyful. The sermo!l hy 
W. Lodge was on John xix. 30, exceedmgly 
truthful, without polish. A plenliful tea was 
served to quite 150 people. At evening 
meeting Mr. Gander occupiedchuir. 

The subject for the evemng WM, "Streams 
of life flowing from the death on Calvary." 
Mr. Edwards commenced by ■peaking of the 
three cl'OIBes at Calvary, the Saviour in the 

centre, Election on the one side, Reprobation 
on the other. Christ died for His sheep. The 
origin of the streams was God's everlasting 
love ; some of the streams were Salvation, 
Pardon, J ustiflcation, Final Perseverance, 
&c. 

Thh speech formed an excellent keynote 
for the other Epeakers. Messrs. Steed, 
Warren, Wheeler, Nugent, and Bedrlow, alJ 
spoke well to the subject. Fully300 persons 
were present. There were sPrvice• at Camden 
Hall also, where Mr. Hazelton preached for 
Mr. G. Webb; and public meeting. Their 
Hall also was full. 

On Easter Monday, Mr. Evans and his 
friends assembled in Avenue Chapel. They 
had a large meeting. All our causes in 
Camden town are greatly favoured. Free
grace friends are warm and numerous. 

CHANGES IN MINISTERS .AND 
PEOPLE.-" Our God is a rock; His work 
is perfect." Christ's Ch~rch is. by Himself 
built on a Rock. Fathers love 1, the same; 
Jesus' Person, promise, anrl interces.-ion the 
same· the power of tlie Holy Ghost is the 
same'; heaven's Gospel is the _same; God's 
Bible is the same; true grace 1s the same; 
ultimate glory is the same. Whence, then, 
cometh all the changes? A minister who has 
been many years in a large province says,
" What you would call orthodoxy, and I 
should hold to be scriptural, is become to be 
too old, too srale, and withal too unpopular 
for the people at -- ; many do not know or 
understand what they hear. This town is 
not now what it once was when I first came. 
The good old saints are taken home; the 
young ones do not show equal spirituality. 
The ministers seek their own, and not 
Christ's honour. The poor, the halt, and 
the blind are passed over." , __ 

DORSET SQUARE.-When we entered 
the late Mr. John Foreman's chapel, in 
Hill street, this last Good Friday morning, 
a gloom seemed over us for a moment. 
"Here, sir," said a Mr. M.," I have seen 
George Murrell, with his sweet and savoury 
notes in the morning ; then J oho Foreman, 
with his deep tenor in the afternoon; nod 
James Wells, with his cheerful Gospel bells, 
in the evening, crowds intentl_v listening. 
Those days are gone! All those blessed men 
are gone! Aud now Samuel .l\I_iln~r is 
silent in his shroud; and Samuel Collins 1s too 
ill to come up nnd preach, as announced 
here to-day. Nevertheless, the Lord left 
not Himself without witnesses. l\Ir, John 
Hazelton came with good doctrine, morning 
and evening, and Mr. J. S. Anderson was 
sound nod acceptable in the afternoon. Mr. 
Shepherd of Gravesend, is here on proba
tion. " ~olemn work is the ministry of the 
Gospel. 'l'o declare God's truth, •~ith love to 
Chmt and souls, and the authority o! ~he 
Spirit," is, certainly, the greatest 1111.SSIOD 
any man can be engaged io. l nm only a 
country former, but I see the Churc~es, 
where the Bible is fairly opened, are go10g 
through a severe trial. 
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WROTHAM, BORO' GREEN. 
Easter e,•en, Mat'<'h 27, 1875. Found bro

ther R. A Huxham yesterday morning on 
the station, and to his pleasant parsonag·e, to 
his kind partner1 to his good chapel, and a 
host of happv triends, he introduced me, 
and a day of 'peace and quiet labour we all 
appeared to enjov. 

We have not· yet the sunshine of eternal 
glory. We see now through a glass darkly, 

But. soon, without a vetl, 
We shall our Lord behold, 

And read such deeps of love divine 
As here could not be told. 

Three things, I said to myself this morn
in!I,', comprise all essential good,-To know 
-Christ lovingly on earth ; to trust in Christ 
when passing from the earth ; and to reign 
with Him in glory. With these mercies 
we may well pass the time of our sojourning 
,here in patience, prayer, and hope, for soon 
the scenes ot sorrow, with all the petty 
jealousies and childish ways of men will be 
for ever left behind, unless into the ears of 
some of our bitter foes we shall hear the 
sentence poured," Inasmuch as ye did it not 
unto one of the least of these My disciples, 
ye did it not unto Me." 

Boro' Green .Baptist chapel stands most 
pleasantly by the road side, five minutes' 
walk from Wrotham station, on the London, 
Chatham, and Dover line. From the Hol
born Viaduct to Boro' Green you may run in 
little more than one hour. On Whit-Monday, 
May 17, their anniversary services will be 
.holden ; and, if fine, the journey, the 
scenerv, the commodious chapel, the com
fortabie eonveniences, and abundant provi
sions, will, with our Father's blessing, render 
such an outing a treat to London friends. 
Who will go with us? 

Mr. Huxham bas been a successful pastor 
-0f Boro' Green now for three years. Of 
Boro' Green and its Baptist interest we have 
notes. On Good Friday we preached as well 
. as we could, and lectured in the evening. 
Hope some good done. C. W. B. 

RICHMOND. - LITTLE HORNET'S 
NEsT.-Oh, dreadful fruits of a Gospel pro
fession ! How can any Christ-loving people 
uphold such a course of action? " If any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none 
-of His." Let each one see sharply to his own 
soul's interest and •atety in Jesus. A cor
respondent asks," Ou!!'ht not the Baptists in 
Riclimond to have a chapel of their own ? " 
Most certainly, and if tbey could hut unite 
together in the essential faith of the Gospel, 
they might have a good cause. WHY DO 
THEY NOT? · 

STEVINGTON.-Our new minister, Mr. 
William Bl'ightwell, was a village preacher, 
supplving for twenty years, in and a!'ound 
N u!'t tiam ptonshire. The last ten years, or 
so, he was pasto_r of a Bapti~t Church in 
Geelong, Austraha. On 1·etul'mg home, he 
came to ~teviogton, and has settled. !f he 
is not a l!l'eat, he L~o good man, and suitable 
for the place he is in. 

CARL1'ON, BEDS.-Baptlst chapel.
DEAR SIR,-You will be glnd to learn that 
the faithful and devoted labours of our es
teeme<I pastor, Mr. John Juli, are owned of 
God, and increasingly prnised by the Church 
and congregation. The handsome sum of 
over £20 wns subscribed nnd presented to 
Mr. Juli, as a New Yea1·'s gift, which was 
a~knowledged iu a very grateful nod affec
tionate manner. Quite recently we have 
been cheered and strengthened by witnessing 
the solemn rite of believers' baptism. Thanks 
for your defence of this much-despi~ed but 
God-honoured institution of His own n ppoin t
men t. "The Lord will bless His people." 
Yours, &c. 

BIGGLESWADE, BEDS.
Providence chapel. It is cheerful to learn 
that the Church and congregation wor
shipping at this place receive manifest 
tokens of the Lord's blessing upon the min
istry of their pastor, Mr. R. Bo tchelor, who 
is a truthful and experimental preacher, and 
who earnestly contends for the precepts of 
the Go.•pel, as well as loving to set forth the 
p.Teat doctrines of free and sovereign IZ'1"ace. 
But, oh, bow very few faithful and able 
watchmen appear to remain on the walls of 
Zion, to sound an alarm in God's holy moun
tain. What a fearful night appears to be 
coming on the Churches, and what contempt 
is cast up:>n the truth as it is in Jesus. 

S H ARN B ROOK, BEDS.-Baptist 
chapel. On Good Fl'iday, Mr. Hazelrigg (of 
Leicester) preached afternoon and evening in 
the above chapel. The attendance in the 
afternoon was rather thin, and it was thought 
by some that the preacher was not quite 
happy in his feelings whilst discoursing of 
the infirmities of the saints (Rom. viii. 26); 
but there was an excellent company to tea, 
which was served in the chapel. In the 
evening the seats were well filled, and the 
prea1•her gave an excellent sermon from Isa . 
xlv. 24; the opportunity was felt to be both 
instructing and sanctifying. Many of the 
friends came from long distances. Forme1·ly 
the pulpit was often occupied by other min
isters than those of the Standard connection, 
hut it is not so now, we believe. 

S H E F F I E L D.-DEAR BROTHER 
BANKs,-1 heard Mr. Moody three times. 
H.e ,pre;\cbed the old-fashioned Go•pel as 
clear as e'ver old Mr. Gadsby did. I advise 
yuu to hear for yourself. He sth-red up our 
parsons in this town. Our places of worship 
are better attended. It is high time we were 
stirred up. It is a disgrace to us as Parti
cular•, what little effort we put fortb to 
reach the people. Ministers and professors 
seem given over to covetousness. Your old 
friend haR g-iven over preaching. "Demas 
bath for•uken us, having lo\'ed this r,resent 
wol'ld." I hope -- will nbide by the Gos
pel uf tbe g!'ace of God. Grace be with oil 
them that Jove our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity and in truth. Friend Taylor is in 
his glory, preaching o precious Christ. 

J. ELAM, 
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LITTLE STAUGHTON, BEDS.-DEAR 
MR. BANKs,-We ehould much rejoice in 
being nble to report progrcB-q, ne the phrase 
goes, but we are not m a position to do so; 
-0n the contrary, we have much we could say, 
but we forbear at present. However, we 
ehould like to ask if' it be con~istent for the 
pastor of a Strict Baptist Church to enter 
Mr. Spurgeon's duty-faith college, and thus 
practically ignore bis own chosen public 
po.•ition, and compromise the public cha
racter of hi~ Church and people? Alas, how 
many covet the hireling's price, loaves, &c. 
The Lord keep you faithful. P.S.-Which 
way are they steering at Ringstead? 

CHICHESTER.-In this fine old cathe
dral city, amidst all the ecclesiastical pomp 
and parade of Churchism, dissent finds a 
place. We rejoice to know the truth is 
found here. That blessedly-taught man of 
God, Mr. Joseph Fletcher, labours at Zion 
chapel, where for some years he bas preached 
the one GO!lpel-salvation through Christ. 
His ministry has been signallv manifest to be 
of God by the con version oi souls and the 
comforting of the Lord's people. On Good 
Friday, a sermon was preached in the 
morning by E. P. Brown. A mutual feeling 
-0f love and union in divine things was 
realised. At five several friends sat down to 
tea. This was followed by a public meeting. 
The deacon, Mr. Simmons, pre•ided. After 
einging and fervent prayer by Mr. Fletcher, 
an address was given by E. P. Brown, on 
the season of the year, indicative of natural 
and spiritual life. The pastor, Mr. Fletcher, 
addressed the meeting in a kindly manner. 
After Mr. Daniels and Mr. Simmons had 
epoken, this season of Christian frien,lship 
and rejoicing terminated. Mny all who 
love Zion pray for her welfare and prosperity 
in Chichester. 

WILLENHALL. - Lord's-day, March 
28, was a day of holy joy and spiritual exhi
laration to the people at Gomer street chapel. 
Special services were holden, commemora
tive of the twelfth anniversary. After much 
fervent ~jaculatory prayer, the dear Lord 
brought the venerable Thomas Jones amongst 
us. He was helped to deliver three fine 
discourses on the commission of Jesus (Isa. 
lxi. 1 ). His evangelical preaching and aff;t
ble conversr.tion secures the affection of His 
hearers, and the love of his associates. 
Allowing the expression, I would say, he is 
a star ol' the first magnitude in the Gospel 
firmament. This I say not to feed pride 
but commendatory of him as a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed. It was, indeed, 
good to be there. G. BANKS. 

TRTNG.-For more than seventy years 
the Akemnn street Baptist Church ha~ been 
growing in its numel'ical nnrl honourable 
strength. Our once sainted pnstor, Richard 
Glover, was with us a long time. At 
seventy-six, in the year 1861, he was taken 
up. Since then what a singular army of 
pl'eachers we have had! I have in my 
mind's eye not a few of them. Some of 

their precious sermons would do ns good now. 
Before I quit this changing scene, our histcry 
I may recall. Iu the meantime, with 
such a palace for the living to worship in, 
with such a noble park to hury the dead in, 
with such fields and schools of labour all 
around, should we not cry aloud for a 
pa~tor? We have had Mr. Shepherd a few 
times. Who we shall have next is only known 
to our risen and loving Head. 

PALM SUNDAY IN ROME. 
March 28, 1875, will henceforth date as 

the anniversary of opening a new Baptist 
chapel in the "Eternal City," as Rome, by 
some is called. Mr. Wall, the Baptist pastor1 
and Signor Grassi, have been, we trust, ana 
will loog continue to be doing a good work 
in that popish city, where, until lately, no 
Protestant assembly could safely meet. While 
the Pope is sending us a cardinal, our Lord, 
we trust, has sent into His domain a faith
ful and laborious minister of Christ, whereby 
the Gospel will spread, and redeemed sheep 
be gathered. To our God be all the glory. 

HAYES TABERNACLE.-Our sixth anni
versary of opening was Wednesday, April 
7, 1875. Mr. Kern, of Guildford, preached 
the sermon, and gave a sympathetic address 
in the evening. He is like a man setting 
out for a long and successful ministry. He 
presents a noble front; a fine made strong 
man in appearaoce. He is no florid or 
rhetorical orator': he weighs well his own 
spiritual state. "He allows his soul to speak 
more than he cares to let his brain or me
mory repeat lessons learned, or matters bor
rowed. He gently descends into the souls, 
into the consciences, into the fears, into the 
feelings of his hearers. He illustrates Paul's 
type of the ministry, "By manifestation 
ol the truth, commending ourselves to 
every man's conscience as in the sight 
of God." Mr. Kern's Church at Guild
ford are about to build him a new 
chapel and schools. All hands will help 
them. We wish them !1,'0od success. The 
venerable Samuel Ponslo!'d presided at 
Hayes anniversary, and delive1ed a loo!!,' 
and eloquent introductory address. Some 
said, "This venerable sire was fast ripening 
for glory." We thought he had been ripened 
now nearly fifty years. He has been pastor 
of Courland Grove Church in Clapham 
about as long as Moses was leading the 
Israelites through the wilderness; and he 
may stand several years yet. He is the only 
father in the faith our London Churches now 
have left. Thomas Chivel'S spoke at Hayes 
meeting on the Wol'd of Lile. We were 
gla,! to see him so much recovered from his 
illness, and so well up iu Scriptu_,·e elucid_a
tion. The Hope Pastor, J. Gr,tfith, dIS
coursed on the Gospel ; C. W. Banks on the 
words, "Give an acl'ount of thy steward
ship for thou muyest be no lon~er stewaril." 
:,;om~ old w,,mau snid she ,lid aot like it. 
That is nothing new. He hinted merely 
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thnt mini~tm, were stewards of the myiiteries 
of God. Paul blends two features of chn
rncter in one perwn," Let a man so account 
of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewar<ls of the mysteries of the kingdom." 
Prenchers of Jesus Christ, and expounders 
of God's mysteries: these, by some, are 
men wondered at. There is an interesting 
period when the Lord puts a man into the 
stewardship. Some have a long and labo
rious ser,•ice in it; all have a solemn sur
render of the office. All in the past have 
died ; many are contimrnlly laying down 
their mantle. We all shall soon pass away. 
Mr. R. C. Bardens, the pastor of Hayes 
Tabernacle, looked well, happy, and quite 
prepared for his work in that part of his 
yineyarrl. We were thankful to find Mr. 
John Wild, his family, and all their co
workers so healthy, and still so devoted to 
the cause which is most dear to all their 
hearts. 

Ma.DWIGHT L. MooDY.-"Thekind 
of tales Mr Moody tolcl the London people," 
we re.serve for" Cheering Words." Whe

--th<'r these revivals reduce religion down to 
childishness, or what to say ol it is not 
always com•enient. Nearly the whole of 
the nation is ~ing after it, If this is God's 
savine; religion, London was never so full 
of religion before. 

RAILWAY REllllINJSCENCES OP COG
GESilALL AND THE EASTERN CouN
TIES.-These pages have to wait. Vl'e can 
only this month quote the following-from the 
memorial card of one of our dear old friends, 
"In loving remembrance of Thomas 
Rowland, who departed this life, April 
I, 1875, aged sixty-nine. • Whom having
not seen, he loved.' On 011rjou1·ney to and 
from Coggeshall to the funeral ; of our 
vi,it to the ,•en. Mr. Cro•y, now eighty-six ; 
of Mr. Rowland's life and death; of the 
chapel and other things, we have written 
pages, and hope some month they will 
come on. 

NOTES PROM MINISTERS' STUDIES.
My sou I's desire is to spend and be •pent in 
the good work of the ministr.v. As long- as I 
can walk, and my ton~ue can speak, I in
tend by the help of the Holy Spidt, to speak 
of the 'l!'lorious exrellency oi Jehovah'• sove
reig-n g-r"ce. N,,thinl!," but the ,ff,.ctual 
ope!'nting influencr1 of the blessed f;pidt can 
quicken a dead sinner. Arminian pl'ofessors 
are s•~·ing, "Cah-inists are dyir g- ~ut," but 
thev will find there are a few rr·mrr111tn1l, I 
wish l could mnke mv voice he"rd tlrroug-hout 
this town, for the dead free-will Cln-istianity 
here is enoug-h to chill tire warmest heart. 
We must look ahove. The Lord knowr·th 
what is bt'st; His will he done, The Lord 
be with ~-ou, my dear brother, and bles., you 
abundnntl.1• in your own •oul: you need Hi• 
helping hand, for you have much to contend 
wi1lr. 

H EYWOOD.-That remarknhle Christian 
woman, Mrs. Lucy Ashworch, of' War
oftice, Bamford, entered into her eternal rest, 
Mal'ch 27th, in the seventy-second year of 
her &jle. 

SoUTHAlilPTON.-Mr. Dumper, a kind 

friend to the truth rcnched a blessed end, 
April, 8, 1875. We hope his pnlitor, Mr. 
Parnell, "'ill ,rive further particulHrs. 

JACOB ARMTNIUB AND HIS Dra
CIPLEl!I.-The Armininn preachers are not 
the Ministers of Christ, and Stewnrds of the 
Mysteries of God. This was clearly proved 
in the experienee and ministry of the lnte 
George Wright. of Beccles. The following 
is his own decision: " I hnd been nurtured 
in the principles of the Armininn heresy, and 
had drunk deeply of the poison of that per
nicious system. It had my reason and my 
heart. I thought it a right way; and op
posed what opposed it, till the Word of God 
shook my confidence, and made me question 
the truth of that which I believed. After 
considerable conflicts of mind, and 11 long 
trial of agonising rnepensc, I at length re
nounced Arminianism as A LIE AGAINST 
THE LIGHT OF THE PLAINEST TESTI
MONIES op GoD.'' 

SOUTH CHARD.-Death bas here made 
its appearance by removing from our 
midst three aJ('ed, truth-loving, believers. 
Mr. W. Drake, after a painful and pro
tracted affliction, cahnly passed away on 
Fehruary 9th. On the same day, also, 
Mrs. Barber, was taken, after a long 
illneso; and, on that day three weeks, 
March 2nd, Mr. G. Barber, her husband, 
departed this lile to be for ever with the 
Lord, where they all had earnestly exrressed 
a !ongoing desire to be; where their. 
groaning is turned into pleasure, nnrl their 
sorrows into joy everlasting, W. S. 

SHREWSBURY.-Our lines on the rnil, 
returning from Whitestone and the Wyle 
Cop, are ·yet only in pencil: presently they 
will be in print. Was t.he probutionist to
tally r•jected or accepted? Wlrich? We 
know it is hard in these times to stand ~till ; 
but if, at the first, a m•n professes to stand 
on the Rock, then g-radunlly on the sliding 
scale to the sand-bank, where do you expect 
to find him? 

SHACKLEWELL.-Dr. Brewer lrns bePu 
suddenly taken from a scene of prospective 
ministel'ial success. In every brnnch mi
nisters are failing and departing, but hosts 
of others are spl'ing-ing up. 

STEPNEY. - The controversy between 
the e.-ang-r•lical and free-will Nons. only 
furnishes another chnpter to prove that under 
the thin v•·il of pretended univers:il lo1•e there 
is the rle•p hl~eding- cnncer of jealousy, We 
see how soon the pride ot pop11la1·ity anrl pre
eminence is wounded " Eastern N ot<'5" 
lead us to fear that thirst for money, in some 
cases, and the powr,r of money in other 
cases, has much to do with the amazing 
excitements of the dav. Can writer of 
" Eastern Noles" give· u• one case of true 
h•art, soul, mind, and life conversion to 
Gori, to Christ, and to His Gospel? 

~ratlJ. 
March 24, at J'lcdlord, Borah Ann, wife of 

James Warren, E,q., a11d elde•t daught~l' of tho 
Jute Mr. William Preaton, 1&nd Mary, hill wllo, 
aged 49. 
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A FUNERAL SERMON 

Pm:AOIIED OIi' Sull'o,lY, APRIL 11, 1875, FOR MRe. EMILY Fnrne, LATELY ol' BaocKD1ss, 

11'1 THE COUNTY OP' N ORP'OLK, 

BY BENJAMIN TAYLO~ 
Minister of th• Gospel, Pulham-St.-Marv. 

"In the morning it flourieheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down 
and wit.herelh."-Paalm xc. 6. 

THIS Psalm is presented to us in the form of a prayer', and it is 
called" A Prayer of Moses the man of God-" The Lord is here 

spoken of as the dwelling place of His people. Every quickened soul 
is anxious al:)out this dwelling place. While yon can say with a thank
ful heart, 

" While some poor wretches scarce can tell 
Where they may lay their head, 

I have a home wherein to dwell, 
.And rest upon my bed ; " 

yet you want to say with assurance, I have a dwelling place of grace, 
a dwelling place of mere~•, and a dwelling place of love in the heart of 
God. There are times when I dare hardly hope I am in this dwelling 
place; and then I fear my soul will be lost, well knowing there is no 
eternal safety for me only in a precious Christ. Happy are they who 
have a hidden life in Him; but do I stand there? Happy are they 
who dwell in the clefts of the rock; but do I dwell there? Happy are 
they who have washed their garments, and made their robes white in 
the blood of the Lamb; but have I, through grace, done this? Kings 
have their palaces for dwelling places, hut these are only mere hovels 
when compared with the dwelling place of a saint. Rich men have 
their mansions as dwelling places, but these are bnt dunghills when 
compared with the dwelling place of one that is born of God. His is 
a strong habitation, a secret dwelling, a secure refuge, the eternal God 
is our Refuge, and underneath are the eYerlasting arms. To the 
spiritual and humble worshipper, God is the sanctuary of sanctuaries, 
on account of which the Psalmist says, "How amiable are Thy taber
nacles, 0 Lord of hosts." In this Psalm there are two other great 
branches of truth to look at-God's eternity and man's mortality. As 
God is eternal, His law is eternal, and all those dying under the cnrse 
of tlrn,t law incur eternal punishment. It is all vast eternity beyond 
time, and whatever changes may take place with the creatures of God 
in time, there will be no change in eternity, and, therefore, the s~ates 
of the dead are unalterably fixed. Those dying in Christ will haYe 
eternal happiness, and there can be no more of a change as to th~ con
dition of these than there can be of the others. As is the eternity of 
the one, so is the eternity of the other ; and as are the terms of the 
one to signiry this, so are the terms of the other: conseqneotly, t_he 
one state is commensurate with the other. We have here the mortality 
of man set forth. Man is turned to destruction; for God say~. "Re-

VoL. XXXI. JUNE, 1875.] M. 
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turn, ye children of men." The body may be destroyed as to iLs present 
state, but it can never be annihilated, or put out of being, for dust is 
something, and God can as easily raise that dust again as He could at 
first make man out of the dust of the earth. All men know they must 
die, but what they shall be after death is the rub with many. .All 
Christians are united to Christ by a living faith, and from what they 
feel in their souls of this union, they can form some idea of what their 
future lot will be; for they shall not only see Christ in glory, but they 
shall be like Him. 

As our text forms a part of man's mortality here set forth, we shall 
briefly consider it in two particulars, and then give you some of the 
living and dying testimonies of our departed sister. The state of man 
is here set forth under the metaphor of grass, and there are two con
ditions of this state described :-I. In the :morning it flourisheth, and 
groweth up." II. In the evening it is cut down and withereth. 

I. "In the morning it :!lourisheth, and groweth up." When our 
departed friend had made choice of these words as my text, she said, 
"That's me: one week." This was strictly true, for from the time of 
her being taken ill to the day of her departure, it did not exceed a 
week. How solemn and touching the circumstance ! Suddenly was 
the message sent, and suddenly was our friend called to a mansion in 
the skies. What fierce diseases are at this time lurking about our 
habitations ! What numbers are leaving the world every day ! Who 
will have to go next? Are you ready to obey the call when it shall 
come? Let the Christian compose his mind, hope in God, his per
petual dwelling place, trust in the merits of a dear Redeemer, and 
sing, 

"Plagues and deaths around me fly, 
Till He bids I cannot die ; 
Not a single shaft can hit, 
Till the God of love thinks fit.'' 

With this text before me I am led to a close and serious considera
tion of other texts of a similar character:-" Man that is born of a 
woman is of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a 
flower and is cut down: he fl.eeth also as a shadow and continneth not." 
Again it says, "What is your life? It is even a vapour that appeareth 
for a little time and then vanisheth away." And again, " Surely 
ever, man walketh in a vain show." And again, "All our days 
are passed away in Thy wrath: w_e spend our_ years as a ~ale that is 
told." Our friend was cut down m the mornmg, for her Ufe was but 
short compared with some, her age being only thirty-three. She was 
looking like the flower of grass on~y about five w~eks before her 
decease being at the house of God qmte well and looking better than 
usual ;s one of the friends remarked to her. The Saviour may well 
say ,; Be ye also ready ; " for in one moment death may surprise us in 
co~in(J' to cut us down with his scythe. Look at the numbers who 
have a°f late fallen by the hand of death, and yet, 0 how carnal and 
worldly we are! How dull and stupid in spiritual things I How hard
hearted and careless I How loath to speak either to God or for Him I 
What pride, presumption, rebellion, and covetousness seem to prevail, 
both in the Church and the world I What swarmR of professors are 
sleeping and settling upon their lees I What numbers are saying, with 
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a vain confidence, I shall live and not die! I would say with Watte 
the poet:-

"Waken, 0 Lord, our drowsy sense 
To walk this dangerous road, 

And if our souls are harried hence, 
May they be found with God." 

Our dear sister seemed satisfied that she had got notice from the 
great Landlord above to quit her earthly house, for on the Saturday 
night she said to her sister, '' I don't think I shall get well; I feel that 
I am going to leave you. I have thought much about my dear husband 
.and children." On the following Lord's-day morning, she said to her 
father who visited her:-

" 0 that I had a stronger faith 
To look within the veil: 

To credit what my Saviour saith, 
Whose word can never fail." 

-This verse she uttered with great emotion, and, looking at her father, 
said, "Father, pray for me that I may have an abundant entrance." She 
then repeated that verse :-

" I thirst, Thou wounded Lamb of God, 
To wash me in Thy cleansing blood, 
To dwell within Thy woands. Then pain 
Is sweet, and life or death is gain." 

·She said," 0 my dear, dear Jesus, shine in upon my poor soul." 
Her father said, " Do you not feel the love of God shed abroad in 

your soul?" 
She answered, " Not as I could wish. 0 that I could love Him 

more! " She then uttered the following:-
" 0 love divine, how sweet thou art ! 

When shall I find my willing heart 
All taken up by Thee 1 

I thirst, I faint, I die to prove 
The greatness of redeeming love-

The love of Christ to me." 

After a short rest, she said to her sister, •' Pray with me, my dear, will 
you?" After prayer, she made choice of the text, and the hymns, and 
,also of the bearers, four members of the Church of Christ in this place. 
After this, she requested that her grandparents, and neighbours, and 
friends might be sent for, that she might take her farewell of them. At 
.about four o'clock in the afternoon on Monday, April 5th, she said, "I 
am waitmg for a letter, and as soon as that comes I shall go." 

Her father said, "My dear, you will soon drink the new wine of 
-the kingdom." , ",.,.,..,~ 

She answered, "Yes, yes." In the evening of the same day, at 
six o'clock, she fell asleep in Jesus. 

She made choice of this our text, and how true it is of her-" In 
the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut 
down and withereth." The Psalmist may well say in another place
,, As for man, his days are as grass ; as a flower of the field so he 
.flourisheLh; for the wind passeth over it and it is gone, and_ the place 
thereof shall know it no more." Man's life, so to speak, 1s but one 
day: the morning of youth is soon past, and so is the evening of old 
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:· ~<'. Our friend flourished in the morning, and was cut down before 
111c eYening- shades could set in. Let not those who are of the morning 
bnast, for childhood and youth are Yanit.y. 0 my young friends, you 
:ire now in the morni11g of life: yon are full of animal spirits, your 
bnnes are moistened 'l'l"ith marrow, your cheeks wear the tint of the 
sc:ulet rose, and you bid fair for life and length of days. But stop and 
think a moment. There may be a worm at the root. Sin in you may 
be about finishing its course, and as soon as that is done it brings forth 
death-not only natural death which blasts all your hopes, and at once 
destroys all your earthly happiness, but it brings forth eternal death in 
a Feparation from light, peace, and felicity. Remember, a separation 
fr0m all enjoyment of God is the hell of all hells. Let me ask you,. 
What is your state before the Searcher of all hearts? What are your 
proi-pects as to the world to come? You are under the law, ruined and 
undulle Ly sin, without any spiritual strength to do one thing that is 
pleasing to God. I sa~·, then, and God's Word says it too, that "Except 
you be born again ye cannot enter the kingdom of God." Without the· 
application of Christ's blood to your souls, to cleanse you from guilt 
and uncleanness, yon will have to perish for ever. Do you believe this? 
Do you feel it is the truth what I have said? Do you hate sin, and 
wish to avoid it, and to save your precious souls? Then look to Jesus 
the only SaYiour, who says to weeping sinners and mournir,g souls, 
"Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth, for I am 
God, and there is none else." You children on the gallery, you are in 
the morning, very early in the morning of life; but do you not daily 
hear the tolling bell? Death is cutting down the young morning 
plants, and he may soon come for some of you. If death should come 
for any one of you soon after I have delivered this discourse, and warned 
every one of you, how -will you be able to look him in the face? Can you 
say, through Christ's atoning blood, and sin being pardoned, Come, 
wekome messenger, come and free me from this tabernacle of sin and 
sorrow, and give me liberty to fly to the throne of God, and hide me 
beneath the eternal wings of the Holy One? 0 that you may know 
what it is, even in the morning of life, to hate sin, love the Lord, and 
follow the Saviour as your only pattern and example. "Remember thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth." Recollect, you may in one mo,ment 
be cut down in the morning of your youth, and without repentance 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, what will become of· 
your precious souls? Can you hear this, and think no more of' it? 0 
the deceitfulness of the human heart! 0 the dreridful power of sin 
and Satan over the mi11ds of' God's creatures, both young and old! May 
God open your eyes to see, your ears to hear, and your hearts to under
stand, and He shall have all the glory. I do wish you may feel the 
lol'e of God in your hearts, for then you will fly at once to Jesus, and 
say, "Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously: so will we 
render the calves of our lips." There are many flourishing plants of 
the morning in this congregation, and O how I wish they may know 
J ems, should any of them be tut. do'l'l"n before the mid-day sun can shine 
npon them. How many have been recently removed by death from our 
rank:,, both of the Church and congregation; and there are some others 
upon whom the cold hand of death is already rJlaced, and who seem to 
be near our Father's house above. But there may be some who are not 
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-only near death, just about being cut down, but have no well-grounded 
hope of blooming as evergreen plants in the heavenly paradise of God. 
Poor souls! we can pity them and pray for them, the Lord helping us, 
but we cannot save them. Have they any heart and desire after God, 
heaven, and happiness? Do they really see enough of sin to hate it 
and loathe it, and enough of divine things so as to pant and long for 
the enjoyment of them, as the hart panteth after the waterbrooks? 
May the Lord help them to earnestly seek His face, and no longer rest 
till they have found the Pearl of great price! 

II. Let us now say a word or two upon the other branch of the 
text-namely, " In the evening it is cut down and withereth." How 
soon is the child become a young man! and how soon the young man 
is become an old man! The night soon sets in and puts an end to the 
glory of the day, and all its fascinations, and variety of delights. Here 
are some very aged friends, bot!!. in the Church and the congregation; 
they are in the evening of time, and O how solemn the thought, they 
-are about to be cut down! Yes, we shall soon see their faces no more, 
for -they are like shocks of corn already ripe, and are only waiting to 
·be gathered into the garner; their heads are silvered with age, their 
legs bend under them as though the burden is become almost too much 
to be borne; the grasshopper is a burden, and they, some of them, are 
wishing for the wings of a dove to fly away and be at rest. Home is 
uppermost in their thoughts, and they have no dread of being cut down 
in their time of life, because of pain and sorrow, and because they have 
-the promise of an eternal inheritance, which the Saviour shall give 
unto the saints in light. 0 my dear aged friends, we do not wish you 
-away from the full enjoyment of Him whom you love, but our numbers 
.are not large, and we feel to want your presence, and prayers, and help 
-as long as possible, for we feel as though we cannot well do without 
you. However, when our heavenly Father shall take you from us, I 
do hope lie will bring others into your places and make them flourish
ing plants in this sanctuary, as He has made you. Many, many years 
have we walked and talked together, and now we must shortly part. 
Like our dear departed sister, we must soou say, "Good-bye, good-bye." 
But let us remember the swe~t poetic words:-

" When we asunder part 
It gives us inward pain; 

But we shall still be joined in heart, 
And hope to meet again. 

This glorious hope revives 
Our courage by the way, 

While each in expectation lives, 
And longs to see the day. 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, 
From sin-we shall be free, 

And perfect love and friendship reign 
Through all eternity." 

When we of the present generation shall be gone, to leave our dear 
young friends behind, God grant we may join in the song of ~he 
redeemed "Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our sms 
in His bl~od, and hath made us kings ~nd priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever." . 

Having said thus much by way of illustrating the text, and havmg 
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given you some of the words of our departed sister in my disr,ourse, I 
come now to entertain you a few moments with some living and dying 
testimonies of our beloved sister in Christ, whom I baptized and whom 
I have jnst buried in our chapel yard. 

Our departed friend was baptized and added to the Church of Christ 
in this place, August 5th, 1860, having stood an honourable member 
and a consistent Christian with us for fifteen years. Here is a little of 
he~· own experience at the time of her joining ·us. She says, "I can 
neither tell you when, where, nor how the Lord began with me, if 
indeed He has begun. I had convictions from a child, but they wore 
off from time to time. I tried hard to do something towards the sal
vation of my soul, but found it was all in vain. At one time certain 
passages came into my mind, and I thought I was going to die; but, 
bless the Lord, He did not cut me off. I can go back to the time when 
I could let the Bible lie and not look into it by the week together; but 
now I dare not let it lie a single day. ,Although I have not been made 
to tremble under a sense of God's wrath like some, yet I hope He has 
shown me and made me feel something of the plague of my own heart,. 
and given me to feel my need of a Saviour. I have known what it is 
to inwardly groan, and feel my burden to be great, when these words 
were brought to my mind, ' Cast thy burden on the Lord, and He shall 
sustain thee.' I thought surely Satan could never tell me to do that, 
neither would he tell me, 'There is balm in Gilead, and a good Physician 
there.' These words also came into my mind-' Behold the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world.' Sometimes I have been 
in such a wretched state of mind that I thought I would give it all up 
and not think any more about it, for I could not save myself, and it 
was no use of trying; for, said I, if I am to be saved, I shall be saved. 
But. after all, I feel that I dare not, I cannot give it up, and, through 
God's grace, I hope I never shall. It has long been my fear that 
because I have never been broken down, as it were, all at once; I have 
never seen myself in my true character, and I have prayed to the Lord 
that He would do anything with me rather than suffer me to live a 
stranger to myself. I have prayed that He would break me down ; yea, 
even break me to pieces; but, blessed be His holy name, it bath pleased 
Him, of His infinite mercy, to. send peace into my troubled mind by 
telling me, ' He will not break the bruised reed;' and I hope, if I have 
never been broken, I have been bruised. I have prayed that the Lord 
would manifest Himself to me, and, if not awfully deceived, He has. 
answered my prayer and manifested Himself to me; but it has been 
in such a ¥Y and manner as I never expected. I have proved that 
God's ways are not our ways, neither are His thoughts our thoughts. 
'l'hese portions came sweetly into my mind :-' Because ye are sons,. 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father.' And again, 'I will be your God, and ye shall be My 
people.' And again, 'Having loved His own which were in the world, 
He loved them unto the end.' I was led to ask the question, But 
am I one of His own? The answer came in these words, 'Ye are 
bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your bodies and in your 
spirits, which are His.' If the desire of the heart can be prayer, last 
Monday, when at work, I was praying that the Lord would direct 
me in a right way, when these words came into my mind, 'Because 
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be bath set his love upon Me, therefore will I deliver him.' And 
again, ' I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with 
lovingkindness have I drawn thee.' Then it seemed as though sone
thing said to me, 'Do you want anything else?' Then these words 
came, ' He that bath My commandments and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth Me ; and he that loveth Me shall be loved of My 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest Myself to him.' " From 
these words of the Saviour, our dear sister was constrained to come 
before the Church at Pulham and declare what the Lord had done for 
her soul. 

These being her own living testimonies, I come now to state m 
brief some of her dying testimonies. On Lord's-day morning, April 4, 
I received a message, through a young friend from Brockdish, to say 
that our dear sister, Mrs. Finch, sent her love to me and the friends, 
and to say that she should be here but a short time. At the Lord's 
Table, after the afternoon service, I announced this message to the 
friends and told them I could not sleep again till I had seen our sister. 
I, therefore, at the close of the service, went to the house and 
found our friend in a very weak state, and, to all appearance, sinking 
fast. I said, " Do you know me ? " 

Grasping my hand, she faintingly replied, "Yes.'' 
Seeing her much exhausted, I thought it proper to let her have a 

little repose before asking her any questions as to the state of her mind. 
I then learned from her relatives that she had spoken many precious 
things. She had expressed her thankfulne8s to God for His temporal 
mercies, saying-, '' Goodness and mercy have followed me all the cays 
of my life." She sung with much animation that beautiful hymn:-

" A debtor to mercy alone, 
Of covenant mercy I sing; 

·, • , Nor fel\r, with Tby righteousness on, 
My person and offerings to bring. 

The terrors of law and of Goj 
With me can have nothing to do; 

My Saviour's obedience and blood 
Hide all my transgressions from view." 

Again going to the bedside, I said, " Do you feel that yon are on 
the Rock?" 

She instantly replied in a whisper, "Yes.'' 
I said, " Do you think you are near the verge of Jordan ? " 
Her reply was "Yes.'' 
"Well,'' said I, •' but the Lord could raise you up again. Have yon 

any wish to live?" · 
She said, " I have no wish to live, only for the eake of' my husband 

and my de~r children ; but I would rather leave it with the will of 
God." 

Her father said," Do you wish Mr. Taylor to pray for yon?" 
She replied, "That is just what I want.'' . . 
We then commended her to God with all her atfect10nate relatives, 

who, to my mind, greatly resemble the house of Lazarus, spoken of in 
the eleventh chapter of John. After prayer, her father said, "My dear, 
have you not been much tempted?" 

She said, "Yes, but the Lord was my helper, and though an host 
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should encamp against me my heart shall not fear: there is a river, the 
streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the 
tabernacles of the Most High." With these, and some other Scriptures, 
she was enabled to repel the temptation with which she was assailed. 
A. short time before I left the house she expressed a wish to speak to 
me. Going up to the bedside again, she took hold of my hand, and 
said, " Good-bye ; may you be spared to be still useful for many years 
to come. The Lord has brought you through many trials, still may 
you look to the hill Hermon, aud the hill Mizar." She now called foi· 
her brother-in-law, Mr. John Waller, and said,'' You have been a dear 
good brother to me. May you live together many years, and enjoy 
much communion with God." Then calling her brother, John Atkins, 
she said, '• 0 my dear brother, it is hard to part; 0 yes, it is; but it 
must be so. May God be with you, and may you still go on and 
be kept from every evil, for Jesus' sake. Addressing herself to her 
brother's wife, she said," My dear sister, good-bye, and may you feel 
the lo"l"'e of Jesus shed abroad in your heart: this is my earnest prayer 
for you." Calling for her sister, Mrs. Waller, she said, "0 my dear 
sister, I can't say what I want to say. May you enjoy the Lord 
more and more continually." Then to her parents she said, " Good
bye, good-bye, my dear father, my dearest earthly friend; may God 
bless you many years on this earth, and cause you to feel much of His 
lovingkinduess, and may you be blest every day. My poor body is 
weak, I can't say more, my strength is gone. Oh that I had more 
strength." 

Her father said, " You still feel Christ precious to your soul?" 
Her reply was, "Yes, yes." Requesting her eldest child to be 

brought to her, whose age is seven, she said, "Try and be a good child." 
Then looking at her sister, Mrs. Waller, she said, "I give her to you, 
take her, and be a mother to her: she can still go to school, and she may 
be of some nse to you." Requesting her infant son ( one year and 
three-quarters old) to be brought to her, and pressing it to her boso~, 
she said, " My darling child." Then looking at her mother, she said, 
"My dear mother, I give thee this child." To two of the neighbours, 
who had been very kind to her, she said, "Good-bye, God bless you." 

There v.ere certain hymns our si~ter made choice of, and which she 
wished to have sung in the chapel, she having found these hymns very 
preicons to her:-the 5ii5th (Rippon's Seledion), also the 561st hymn, 
3rd part; also b_rmn &9, 2nd book (Watts). 

Our beloved sister now understands something about the know ledge that 
glorified spirits in heaven have of one another. She wrote to me for 
my thoughts upon this subject soon after she lost her first husband, 
Mr. Charles Hubbard, who was a member with us, and who lived and 
<lied in the Lord. See my Letter to our departed sister in my'' Visions 
of Zecbariah and Ezekiel " (page 57 ). 

Such is the public account the Lord has enabled me to give of our 
departed friend, and I now leave it with you, believing the Lord will 
make it a blessing to those who are of the household of faith. And 
should He also make it a blessing in the conversiou of only one soul, 
that shall be put down as a sufficient compemation for my labours 
bestowed upon this truly solemn event. May God grant it for Chri1,t's 
Rake. Amen. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LATE MR. MILNER, 
OF KEPPEL STREET, LONDON. 

BY W. WINTERS, F. R. H1ST. Soc. 

THE immortal spirit of this truly sound and venerable divine passed 
from the Church militant to the Church triumphant on Lord's

day, March 21, 1875. 
He is gone to that far better land, 

.From every storm and darkening tempest free, 
Where never billow sobs upon the strand, 

For tltere is no more sea! 

Who can fully estimate the value of that religion which is of God ? which 
affords comfort in sickness, and unutterable joy when the sharp throes of 
death are rampant. Such is the religion that Samuel Milner loved to 
preach-the full fruition of which he now enjoys. 

When a young man, full of health and bodily vigour, delighted only 
with the unhallowed charms of this life, the Lord,-whose time, and 
way of working is best,-spoke to him with unmistakeable power, by 
His own Word, Eccl. xi. 9-" Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy youth, and 
let thy heart cheer thee," &c. This text did not, as some might suppose, 
encourage him to go on in the course he had long pursued with in
creased zeal ; nay, it deadened his affections to the pleasures of the 
world, and brought him a penitent seeker to the feet of Jesus, from 
whose hand mercy and pardon freely flows. 

The year 1829 was a memorable one in the annals of this worthy 
man, for then his young heart glowed with love to Jesus, insomuch that 
he ventured for the first time to unfurl the banner of the Cross in public. 
He then preached that Gospel which had been burnt into his heart by 
the power and operation of the Spirit of God, and which Gospel he set 
forth till within two years of his exit from earth. His early ministry 
was greatly blest to immortal souls, especially in Chapman Street, St. 
George's-in-the-East. In 1832 he became the recognised pastor of 
a Baptist Church, and laboured hard in the work, in the East End 
of London, for the first twenty-five years of his ministerial career. 
In December, 1848, he was taken ill, and death appeared inevitable ; 
but the Lord had a work for him to do, and therefore a new lease of 
his life, so to speak, was granted. Again he came forth to his stated 
labours with fresh strength and courage, being then pastor of the 
Church at Rehoboth chapel, Ratcliffe highway. In 1853 the much
loved pastor of Ebenezer chapel, Brighton, fell asleep in Jesus-Mr. 
Joseph Sedgwick, with whom Mr. Milner had long walked in close 
Christian fellowship. Mr. Milner preached his funeral sermon on Lord's
day, April 3, 1853, from Rom. v. 19. This sennon, together with a 
memoir of Mr. Sedgwick, was afterwards published. This funeral 
sermon, as well as the address at the funeral, were delivered, says Mr. 
Milner, "without the least idea of their being published ; they were 
taken down by a reporter who attended unknown to the speakers, and 
would not have been published but for the wish of the frie~ds. 'l'he 
sermon is a very plain and simple matter; and in such plamuess and 
simplicity it was purposely delivered, there being a very large concourse 

N 
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of persons present,r many of whom, probably, knew very little about 
divine things; and to reach their consciences, and inform their minds on 
:such a momentous subject, under the divine blessing, was the aim of the 
preacher." The preface is dated from Stepney causeway, July 20, 1853. 
'This ,olume extends to 135 pages. 

In all Mr. Milner's sermons there is great solidity of matter, stern 
Gospel truth, plainness of style, not wanting in illustration, although 
110t entirely free from tautology. One striking ex!l,l1lple of illustration 
used by Mr. Milner at the grave of Mr. Sedgwick may be well known, 
but it is worthy of being repeated (p. 121). 

"Now," says the preacher, "supposing I were to take one man from 
this congregation, as a sample of the bulk, and put the same questions 
to him (' What is thy country ? and of what people art thou?' -Jonah 
i. 8 ). How many of you are travelling on the road without either 
lrn.owing or earing about what road you are travelling in? This brings 
to my mind a story I have read of one of our kings, who had a jester, 
to whom he gave a staff, and told him that when he found a greater fool 
than himself, to gi,e it to him. By-and-bye, the king was taken ill, 
and was dying, and the jester went to see him. The king said, 'I am 
going!' 'Going! where, sire?' said the jester. 'Why, to heaven, to 
be sure,' replied the king. 'Why,' said the jester, 'you never mad~ any 
preparation for the journey; yon have never been on the road; and you 
cannot, smely, expect to arrive at any place without travelling the road. 
Take back your staff ; fool as I am, I never expect to come at any place 
without taking the road that leads thither.' My friends, you may give 
the fool's staff to any man who thinks of arriving at any place while he 
takes the opposite road to it. The preaching of the Gospel of Christ, 
then, is a solemn work : 'tis a pointing out THE ROAD. It was once said 
to a painter, 'What makes you so particular about the finish of your 
pictures ? ' He replied, ' I work for eternity.' What he meant was, he 
wished bis pictures to be so much esteemed that they might be preserved, 
were it possible, for ever." · 

The writer has been informed that Mr. Milner delivered an excellent 
discourse at the grave of the old famous pastor of Grafton street, Wm. 
Williams, a man greatly loved in life, and in death deeply lamented. A 
short time prior to Mr. Milner's call to Keppel street, the pulpit there 
was occupied by Mr. W. H. Bonner, who, after preaching several times, 
was requested by the Church to accept a six months' call with a view to 
the pastorate. This he acceded to, and at the expiration of the term 
commenced his stated labours, Nov. 7th, 1852. His text on this occasion 
was 1 Thess. ii. 4. However, his labours in this part of the vineyard 
were of very short duration, he resigned his charge in June, 1853, 
preaching his farewell sermon from Jude 24, 25. For a year and nine 
months the pulpit was occupied by several ministerial brethren, and 
amongst them was Mr. Milner, who was to be their future pastor. 

How wonderful and mysterious are the ways of God! Just twenty 
years elapsed from the time Mr. Milner commenced his stated pastoral 
labours at Keppel street to the day his funeral sermon was preached. 
On the first Lord's-day in April, 1855, he startP-d in his new sphere as 
the acknowledged pastor of the Church in Keppel street, and the Lord 
so blessed his labours that during the first year of his ministry no less 
.than forty new members were added to the Church ; and this, with the 
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previous addition in March, 1852, made the Church almost to assume its 
former greatness. Fifty-three members of the late Mr. John Stevens' 
Church in Meard's court united with them in Church fellowship. 

The Church at Keppel street, Russell square, is well known to the 
Strict Communion Baptists for its adherence to the good old truths of 
the Gospel. The renowned preacher and writer, J~hn Martin, filled the 
office of pastor of this Church for upwards of forty years ; and after six 
years' sad affliction (from 1814 to 1820), he quietly entered into his rest. 
Many of his quaint sayings are worthy of being recorded here, for he 
was an original genius. ''. What," says Mr. Martin, just before he was 
,laid aside, " if I cannot go to a place of worship ? Let others go that 
can.· I have had my day, and a blessed day, I hope. And what ha,e I 
to do when decrepitude and old age comes on, and I do not know my 
right hand from my left ? What of that ? God knows them both, and 
will take care of me. Let me put on my cap when I cannot put on my 
wig; let me shake my crutches when I cannot walk on my legs. il'Iy 
God is the strength of my heart and my portion for ever ! " He died in 
the 80th year of his age, on Lord's-day, April 23, 1820, and was intened 
in Bunhill Fields burial ground. The Sabbath school in conjunction 
with Keppel street chapel was founded in John Martin's days (1815-16), 
and is supposed to be the oldest of its kind in the great metropolis of 
London . 

. There are very few ministers now living who can speak of forty 
years' servitude in one section of the one Catholic Church of Christ. 
Mr. Samuel Milner stayed nearly half that time in the work at Keppel 
street. Well, in all this there is a purpose which is known only to God. 
Truly His ways are past finding out. 

In the November of 1873 Mr. Milner felt necessitated to relinquish 
his pastoral labours among the people, and he accordingly presented 
his resignation to the deacons in the form of a letter, which contained 
ample reasons for the steps taken, and also expressions of his great love 
and attachment to the Church from his first unison to it. The Church 
felt that to accept his resignation would be quite a justifiable act, seeing 
that he had become, through age and ill health, unable to perform the 
-office of pastor either to the satisfaction of himself or the Church. 
However, the members of the Church and a few other friends were not 
willing to allow him to quietly pass from among them, as a stated 
pastor, without presenting him with some very substantial proof of 
their real love and appreciation of his ministry. The sum of £:200 
was collected, and on January 20, 1874, the deacons met at his house, 
and gave him a cheque, with the following address, beautifully illu
minated:-

" The Church and congregation meeting aL Keppel street chapel, 
being desirous of testifying to Mr. Samuel Milner their esteem a~d 
affection for him, as pastor for nineteen years, herewith present him 
with the sum of £200, and, at the same time, express their sympath_y 
and condolence that failing health prevents the continuance of his 
ministry among them. E. W. Le Riche, H. Cooper, W. Russell, 
J. Collier, deacons, January, 1874." . 

This is not the only special gift the late worthy pastor r~ceiv~d at 
the hands of the Church. In 1861 the friends presented him with a 
purse containing £80, as a mark of their great esteem for him. 
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On Tuesday, March 30, the mortal remains of Mr. Milner were, 
followed to the pl_ace of sepulture (the Tower Hamlets Cemetery, Bow), 
by seven moummg coaches and several cahs, containing Christian 
fr~ends and relatives o! the deceased. And here in a family vault they 
laid to sleep the materrnl frame of him whose memory numbers of the 
g-odly- pilgrims of Zion will cherish for years yet to come. Messrs. 
Hazelton, Anderson, Atkinso_n (Brighton), and Meeres took part in the· 
solemn obsequy. Mr. Austm, of Dover, preached the funeral sermon 
at Keppel street chapel. 

"Un facling hope ! when life's last em hers burn, 
When soul to soul, and duet to dust return, 
Heaven to the charge resigns the awful hour, 
Oh, then, Thy kingdom comes! Immortal power! '' 

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, April 6, 1875. 

HAPPY DAYS IN OLD SURREY TABERNACLE. 
' 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-This day a blesRed reminiscence has been brought 
to my mind of my esteemed Pastor and Brother in Christ, the late James, 
Wells, of the Surrey Tabernacle, when the Lord made his ministry a means of 
my soul's deliverance from guilt and condemnation, and giving unto me a 
white stone, tLe precious gem of my soul's full acquittal from condemnation• 
and wrath ; and thougli it is now near thirty years since, the remembrance· 
thereof fills my heart with thanksgiving and song. 

If you deem it worthy, and the VESSEL be not overcrnwded, you can place, 
the short account on board ; and if so, may God Almighty bless it to the 
encouragement of the si:;iritual mariners who sail with you. 

In tb-, Surrey Tabernacle, Borough Road-a place with its associations 
ever dear to rue-I was favoured to sit under the ministry of the beloved 
J. Wells, and to receive therefrom much heavenly instruction, comfort, and 
help, a remembrance of which to this day forms one of my Rongs in the house· 
of my pilgrimage. The name of the Tabernacle Pastor is embalmed in my 
sweetest recollections, and will be dear to me as long as the faculty of memory 
has the power to act. And while I am not ignornnt 0£ the weaknesses and 
infirmities of the good man, which were inseparable from his natural constitu
tion (nor could I always subscribe to his views, or endorse every form of 
expression he used), yet God was pleased to make his ministry a special> 
means of edification and joy to my heart; and ·some of his sermons contained 
for me such a fulness uf sweet liberating Gospel power and truth, and, 
delivered with such freedom and peculiar freshness, as were not surpassed by 
any of his honoured fathers and brethren in the ministry, of whatever name,. 
in his day. 

The first sermon I ever heard in the Tabernacle was preached by a Mr .. 
Lord, in the year l 846. I had for many months been extremely unhappy in 
mind from tLe failure of my religion, for I could not believe, nor hope, nor 
pray, as I had been wont to do ; deep darkness prevailed thrnughout the 
dornains of my soul ; mountains of. guilt lay heavy upon my conscience; the 
holy law of God condemned me and made me tremble; awful fears of death 
eternal had taken hold of me ; the adamnntine chain of my transgression 
seemed to draw my soul nearer and nearer to the pit of perdition; I was 
assaulted by night and by day with the most cmsed and horrible temptations. 
Truly I was at my wits' end, while tears, groans and sighs were my meat day 
and night ; and I owe it to sovereign preserving grace that my earthly career 
did not at that time terminate in violence and destruction, 

Tims afllicted and tossed with tempest, and not comforted, I went for the· 
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.first time to the Tabernacle, when the preacher chose for his text, Jonah ii. 4 
-" Yet I will look again toward Thy holy temple." The sermon fixed my atten~ 
tion with surprise; I was surprised to hear my inward condition so clearly de
scribed; my-fears, my helplessness, my rebellions and my misery was as 
clearly pourtrayed as though the preacher had dwelt in my heart anrl watched 
all its.movements; and what waH a greater surprise was, that the Gospel was 
every way suited to my unhappy condition. Is this the true Gospel? I said ; 
-then there is yet hope for me: for every part unfolded seemed to wonderfully fit 
my case. This set my heart longing to go again to hear the same Gospel, 
and especially to hear Mr. Wells, against whom and whose preaching I had 
been cautioned, and prayer was offered up by my friends and associates that 
the Lord would keep me from attending such dangerous preaching. The work 
-of the Holy Ghost, when begun in the soul, is stronger than the opposition 
of foes or friends, or than both united; hence the entreaties of friends, and 
opposition, could not prevail to hinder my attendance upon the ministry of 
the Tabernacle. My convictions, and my necessities, and the attraction of 
free and sovereign grace, were strouger than the powers that were against me. 
The power of spiritual hunger impelled me to go where the provision was 
suitable and free. 

It was with decision and earnest step that I repaired to the Tabernacle to 
,listen to the unfoldings of New Covenant truth by l\Ir. W., who, as I heard 
·him, appeared to me as the angel of light, sent by God for my special instruc
tion and deliverance, for, as God's minister, he opened the door of hope to my 
imprisoned and desponding mind. Many times I heard him, standing all the 
service on the gallery stairs, all the seats being full. Sometimes a i\I r. Barnes, 
a deacon, and a genuine jewel of godly grace, has given me a seat in one of 
the pews. This man was afterwards made a blessing to me ; though clad in 
the garb of an unpolished lion-like nature, yet he possessed the meekness of 
a lamb and the gentleneRs of a dove in his treatment toward me. 

At this time I was filling a public office in the religious world. For more 
than ten years I had been a professor of religion. I had a zeal for religion, 
was much devoted to religious duties, such as prayer, fasting, and attendance 
ilpon ordinances; but now all failed, and I was in deep distress of soul, and 
was ignorant of the blessed scriptural way of salvation. Old corn pan ions now 
I was made to give up. The night was long and very dark-deep, indeed, 
was the horrible pit-and the miry clay of a creature religion made me slip 
and slide ; but God, who had determined to save, watched over my path, 
while, Satan's blind slave, I sported with death. The timeand plar:e of my 
deliverance was fixed. It was on a Lord's-day evening I found myself seated 
in the gallery of the Surrey Tabernacle, at the preacher's right hand, being 
the subject of much sorrow and dejection of mind. As the preacher ascended 
the pulpit my eye was fastened on him, and when his eye caught. mine. I 
thought I could discern a frown. My heart palpitated with earnest throbuiug. 
Says the whispering foe, All thy hypocrisy has been opened to him ; he knows 
it all. I felt that I must leave the chapel, yet I kept my seat, though I can 
scarcely describe how. I feared I was God's castaway. Ah, there's nothiug 
for me, I thought, but eternal destruction ! The anguish of my soul was 
intense, yet an inquiry was going on; if so be there was hope, I was fully 
persuaded that God would save all His chosen ones. 'l'he question of questions 
was, Am I one of His chosen? The service commenced with singing, but 
how could I sing? My harp, I had none, and was ready to envy the dear 
people around who were singing while I was sighing. The chapter was read 
and the prayer was offered, and still I abode in darkness and misery. _Mr. 
Wells then read for his text the 5th verse of the 65th Psalm-" By ternble 
things in righteousness wilt Thou answer us, 0 God of our salvation, ~ho art 
,the confidence of all the ends of the earth, and of them that are far off upon 
the sea." 'l'he preacher described the dealing& of God_ with His people by_ 
terrible things; and as he went on the ·word produced m me a softness of 
:heart ; a sensible melting of soul was felt ; my misery abated ; I felt I was 
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the wanderer at the ends of the earth, and the mariner far off upon the sea· 
the Word entered, and brought life, light, salvation and comfort; the chariot 
of the Lord came down into my miserable den, and brought me up out of the 
horrible pit and the miry clay; my prison doors were opened and my soul set 
free ; the precious joy of my heart vented itself in streaming tears ; my soul 
tasted the heavenly manna, and found shelter in atoning blood; the night 
passed away before the morning sun ; the white stone with the mysterious 
new name written thereon was given me; and now, for a while, I sweetly 
played my harp of personal salvation, electing love, redeeming mercy and 
covenant truth. Oh, what an overwhelming tide of mercy and salvation 
rolle<l into my soul, and swept away all my misery, guilt, sin and bondao-e. 
The preacher, turning and looking me in the face, exclaimed, "I know I ~m
preaching to some one to-night." My heart, leaping with joy, responded It 
is I. Now was come salvation and power; Satan was defeated; the sdare
of the fowler was broken; the terrors of the law were silenced; my fetters 
were dissolved, and all by the power of the ·word, the precious blood of the 
Lamb. God became my confidence and Jesus my salvation. My Beloved 
spake, and said unto me, " Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away ;, 
for lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on the
earth, the time of singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land." _ New and ravishing beauties shone forth in the blessed 
Person, ·word, fame and work of the Saviour of sinners, which so enraptured 
my soul as none but the Holy Spirit could produce. 

" True religion's more than notion: 
Something must be known and felt." 

It can be well understood why the Tabernacle became my home, and the 
ministry of Mr. James Wells should be esteemed by me. There I had found 
the pearl of great price. The trumpet of iubilee had been heard, and it had 
sounded out my release from slavery, and returned me my mortgaged in
heritance. The services of the Lord's house became my meat and drink, and 
had the cost have been twenty times as much, I should then have esteemed my 
bargain a very cheap one, for the refreshing waters of salvation flowed into
my soul with surpassing sweetness from Christ the Fountain. With new 
eyes I beheld the beauties of God's Word as the chart of the new Jerusalem .. 
Its doctrines, its precepts, its promises, and its types, all beamed forth with 
precious glories as they exhibited their Author and end, Christ Jesus. 

From the11'me of my happy deliverance until the period of my going 
forth, at the call of my Lord and Master, to bear tidings in the congregations 
of Zion (which was twenty-five years ago in September last), I continued 
sitting under the ministry of the Surrey Tabernacle Pastor, to the instruction 
of my mind and comfort of my heart. The decision of my soul for the 
prscious truth, and to the people of the New Covenant, occasion~d me the
loss of many professed friends, and involved me in many difficulties and a. 
large measure of trial ; but the precious Gospel of Jesus has been more than, 
a compensation for all my tribulations. And though this blessed Gospel was· 
so sweet when first revealed by God to my hea1-t, its precious suitability, 
fulness and savour, has not diminished while twenty-eight years have passed 
and are gone. The changeableness of friends and opposition of foes, the deep 
waters of afflictions without, and the overwhelmiugs of sorrow within, have
all tended to the rooting and grounding of my soul in the truth I at the first 
received. 

God has taken His servant home, and my brethren Barnes, Edwards, 
Twaites and Butt-willing servants of the Chmch for the truth's sake-are now 
receivin1g their reward. They ar~ gone home. _I am rapidly g:oin&' the~e to
be with Jesus where I am expectmg to be delivered from tlus vile, smful 
and worm-eaten tabernacle of the flesl1 for the robeB of immortality and 
eternal glory. F. COLLINS. 

CorpuB Christie, Stonehou.se, Oct. 7th. 
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THE· LATE MR. BURNETT'S ESSAY ON THE 
BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

IN committing a few thoughts to paper concerning what I understand 
by the baptism ·of the Holy Ghost, I would not be understood as 

intending to express indifference towards the Gospel ordinance of 
believers' baptism in water. On the contrary, I view the latter as 
bearing all the weight of a divine appointment-as deriving its high 
sanction from our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who, in His resurrection
state., gave His apostles His positive command concerning it, and 
thereby clothed it for ever with the honour of being His holy institu
tion. Therefore, I cannot view it as numbered with trifles, nor standing 
in the list of things indifferent. He, who is Wisdom itself, designed 
it for His glory, and affording His people a means for putting their 
seal to their previous profession and confession of faith, in His person, 
His love, His substitution, His obedience, His righteousness, His 
sufferings, His death, His burial, His resurrection, His justification, 
His triumph, and His unchangeable priesthood. And, under the 
teachings of the Spirit of truth, the outward ordinance is made sub
servient to illustrate the glorious riches of the fulness of Christ. But 
I have a further design in making these preliminary remarks to the 
main subject, and that is to affirm that the baptism of water does not 
stand in opposition to the baptism of the Holy Ghost; nor does the 
latter set aside the filial obedience Jl\anifested in the former. Let me 
refer to a few Scriptural proofs. 

The holy Author of the Scriptures has shewn water baptism as 
appointed to make manifest the Anointed of God, and His effectual 
baptism (John i. 31; Matt. iii. 11). 

It ~as in consideration of the special promise that Peter encouraged 
the people to be baptized (Acts ii. 38). Thus, the Samaritans being 
first baptized, the blessing came upon them (Acts viii. 16, 17). The 
company of Cornelius having received the Holy Ghost is the reason 
given for their being baptized in water (Acts x. 47). The disciples 
whom Paul found at Ephesus, upon their declaring, "We have not so 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost," he said unto them, 
" Unto what then were you baptized?" It seems their ignornnce made 
their baptism a mere formal, carnal action, inasmuch as it could not 
have been. attended to in faith, nor in subserviency to the promised 
blessing. But when they were instructed into the truth of the design, 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus; "And when Paul 
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Ghost came upon them." I for
bear quoting any more Scriptures: these quotations appear to me 
sufficient instances of the truth of my previous assertion, and decidedly 
shew that the baptism of water does not stand in opposition to the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

The baptism of the Holy Ghost I do indeed view as a permanent 
blessing to the New Testament Church, and to be continued as long as 
that Church hath an existence upon earth. 

( To be concluded in our next). 
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PRACTICAL ADVICE ON THE STUDY OF GREEK. 
No. III. 

THE CONJUGATIONS OF THE VERBS next demand the full exercise of your judgment 
and memory. Let us impress upon you at the beginning that you cannot be at 

too much pains to understand clearly, and get thoroughly hy memory, the rules 
affeeting tho Augment (p. 69), the Heduplication (p. 69 and 70), the Characteristic 
Letter (p. 71). and the l<'ormation of Tenses (p. 73 to 81), as also the Verbal .Adjec
tives_ (p. SI and 2). We would here reiterate the advice given in the May E. V. 
as t.o the best method of learning. The reason of the changes in the Characteristic 
Lett.er are given on page 3. In addition to page 70, we would obeervo that, as verbs 
<,ompounded with ck take the augment between the Preposition and tbe Verb, ek 
becomes c:x. , 

The examples of the various Classes of Verbs given on pages 71 to 73 as illus
trations of the Characteristic Letter at the top of page 71, you need not commit to 
memorr, but may advantageously uso as exercises. The like remarks apply to the 
examples appearing in pages 73 to 82. 

'l'he paragraphs headed "Dialects" on page 78, "General Observations" on page 
81, "Dialects of ei,ni" on pages 138 and 9, "Of .Accents" on pages 168 to 163, and 
"Dialects" on pages 163 and 4, you may entirely pass over for tho present. 

Having mastered the preceding pages, you will completely commit to memory 
the "Paradigm of the Terminations of Verbs in ii" (p. 83 to 6). 

As directed in the J ,;.ly E. V., you will take no notice of the Du AL forms, and in 
order that you may not be confused by their being continually before your eyes, it 
would be well for you to make a neat copy of the Paracligm, without. the Dual forms, 
on the inside of pieces of cardboard, to learn from which you would find much 
easier. 

The Paradigm looks rather formidable at first sight, but, by intelligent and care
ful comparison, you will trace numerous resemblances between the tenses, which will 
materially lessen your labour. For instance, compare the present and future indica
tive. Kote also that the let and 2nd persons plural in all the voices, moods, and 
tenses end either in men and t,, or metlia and the. 

Before attacking tb.e Middle and Passive voices, you will thoroughly commit to 
memory the Verb cimi, ae, in addition to its own very frequent occurrence, some of 
its tenses are used in the conjugation of tenses of those voices. Take for example the 
perfect subjunctive, which is formed by the perfect participle middle and the present 
subjunctive of eimi. The forms of eimi differ con~iderably from the ordinary conju
gations, and it ie therefore called irregular, nevertheless you will observe many 
similarities between this and the other Verbs; for instance, the subjunctive is pre
cisely like the subjunctive active of the regular Verb. 

The full co11jugation of tupto, I strike, on pnges 87 to 102, is simply tbeParadigm 
vou have just learned shewn in its connection with the root and stem of the Verb, 
and here you may with advantage refer to the remarks on the root and stem in the 
.June E. V. fay particular attention to the "Principal Parts'' on page 87. You 
must not leave this Paradigm until you have mastered it so as to be able to write it 
out in full (le~s the Dual) from memory, and although this may be somewhat 
labo•·ions. yet on it depends your success in 1·eading the Greek Testament; and a little 
pains uow will eave you a world of trouble and annoyance hereafter. The like 
remarks apply to the;, Verbs for Exercise" on page 87 .. 

On coming to the" LIQUID VERBS" (p. 103), you will refer to the paragraphs on 
them at page 72, by perusing which you will see that they differ from mute Verbs 
chiefly iu rejecting the tense characteristic 8 in the future and 1st aorist. 

The tables from page 109 to 114. containing only the first persons of all the 
voices, moods, and tenses of six verbs in ii, are merely for reference, for which they 
are very useful. You may also use them ae exercises. .. 

As you will observe, the" CoNTRAC'rED VERBS" (p. 116 to 21) differ from other 
pure Verbs in the fact that, in the present and imperfect tenses, one of the short 
vowels a e or o preceding the regular termination is contra.et.Pd with it into one long 
vowel. You will refer to page 73, and on your mastering the "Rules for Contrac
tion" at page I 16 (which are so plain that we need add nothiug to the~), you h~ve 
t.be key to the construction of these Verbs. The other tenses are conJ ugated like 
w,contracted pure Verbs. 
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The" SEOOND CoNJUOATION OF VERBS," viz., those in mi (p. 122), now claim our 
eo.rnest attention, The explano.tion here given is very clear, but we may remark that 
the Verbs which follow this conjugation have different person endings from Verbs in 
;; in the present and imperfect, and some in the 2nd aorist, tenses of all voices and 
moods. All the other tenses agree with Verbs in o, excepting some few deviations 
in the Irregular Verbs. 

In reference to the" IRREGULAR VERBS" (p. 31), we may observe that, in the New 
Testament, ki,mi, eimi, and kimai are only found compounded with Prepositions. 
Of course their full forms must be learned. keimai is found both by itself and 
compounded; so is pkimi, but only the let and 3rd person singular, and 3rd person 
plural present, and 3rd person singular imperfect occur. ada is very frequent. All 
of these must be carefully studied, and you must not leave them until they are quite 
_your own. 

The "IMPERSONAL VERBS" (p. 137 and 8)-so called because tbey express an 
action which does not proceed from any person (as in English It rains)-present no 
difficulty, and should be gotten by heart. The only occurrence of chre is at James 
-iii. 10. 

,The" List of the DEFECTIVE AND ANOMALOUS VERBS" (p. 139 to 45) is not to be 
committed to memory. Many of them do not occur in the New Testament., and if 
you will number each (the last will be No. 142), those not used in the New Testament 
will.be Noe. 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 11, 13; 23, 5, 6, 7, 9; 32, 3, 8, !) ; 42, 3, 8; 50, 1, 7; 60, 3, 
4, 5; 70, 4, 7; 81, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8; 90, 3, 4, 5, 7; 100, 4, 12, 17, 18, 21, 22, 25, 30, 32, 

-34, 35, 38, 40, and 42. Of the othe~s we would recommend you to make one alpha
betical list according to the letter commencing each verbal form. 'The following, 
which occur over forty times in the Now Testament, you had better get by memory:
Noe. 15, 21, 22, 31, 44, 45, 46, 67, and 69. 

The ADVERBS, PREPOSITIONS, and CONJUNCTIONS (p. 156 to 8), which differ 
materially in construction and use from the English, you will find fully treated of in 
your Lexicon, to which, whenever any of these occur in the course of your reading, 
_you should always refer. However, as an introduction, you will carefully read pages 
157 and 8. 

We have now arrived at the SYNTAX (from the Greek suntaxis (sun togethe1· and 
ta:cis order) an orderly arrangement), but it is not our intention to go into this in a 
formal manner. It will be of use to you in your future studies to read carefully 
pages 146 to 158. We intend in our next article to commence a series ol' notes for 
_your assistance in reading the Gospel of John, which is, grammatically considered. 
one of the easiest parts of the New Testament, as we consider that we can thereby 
most effectually helpJou in reference to the Syntax. 

The thoughts an things of a Greek were identical with ours, but in expressing 
his thoughts and the relations of things one to another he did not place the words 
representing them in the same order that we do. Moreover, with us the position of 
words in the sentence almost always shows their relation one to another, and, conse
quently, the sense to be conveyed by them; but in Greek these same 1·elationships of 
words are not (except in regard to emphasis) affected by their position, but are 
shown principally by the cases of the Nouns and Pronouns, and also, but in a less 
-degree, by the voices, moods, and tenses of the Verbs; so that no ambiguity can arise. 

The whole of the Rules on Syntax in Allen and Cornwell, from paragraph 221 to 
239 inclusive, might be said with equal truth of Greek Syntax, and our sturlent must 
thoroughly understand them before he can read Greek, as they are the backbone of 
-that, as well as of every other language. 

The TABLE OF TUE PARTS OF A SENTENCE will, therefore, appear thus:-

I 

2 

3 

Subject. Predicate. Object. 
ho pais esti argos 
Tke boy is lazy. 
ho pais t-reckei 
Tke boy ,-ims. 
ko pais ballei 
'Ike boy throws 

ton litkon 
the stone. 

I. Is an example of the simplest sentence we can have, viz., a subject (N_ominative 
case) ho ptti,•, and a predicate est·i ttrgos composed of einai (in this ~elat10n cal_led 
-a "copula" or partiole of affirmation, since it combines an Adjective with_ the subject 
in one whole thought) and an Adjective. It might also with equal propriety be thus 
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constructed with a substantive, pronoun, or numeral, 2. In this example the subject 
is the same, but the pi·edicate differs in being a Verb only, The copula is included in 
the personal form of the Verb, as will be seen by our resolving trechei ( 3rd person 
singular present) runs into esti trechon is running. 3. Here we have a new 
element not found in the two previous examples, viz., the object, ton lit/ion, which 
being "affected directly by the active Verb ballei is in the Accusative (in English, 
Objective) case.'' 

In Greek (as in English, see 235 A. & C.) each main part of the sentence may be
qualified or have an adjunct; thus:-

Subject, Attribute, Adjunct. Predicate. Object. Attribute, 
ho pais iscl.uros entheos ballei ton lithon mega 

2 1 2 1 
The boy strong immediately throws the stone large, 
In Greek the order of words in the examples we have given might be different• 

but, as we have said, the student must look to the ease and not to the position of words• 
In reading Greek sentences you should proceed as follows :-(1) Find out the 

Verb, determine its number, person, tense, mood, and voice. For example: in the 
above sentence the Verb ballei is, as you know, in the active voice, indicative mood, 
present tense, and 3rd person singular. (2) Take the Verb, and ask with it the question, 
Wl,o? thus:-Who throws? The answer will give you the subject (in Nominative 
case), which here is ho pais. Should no subject be expressed in the sentence, the 
appropriate Pronoun must be supplied according to the person of the Verb. Here, if 
l,o pais were absent, we should translate thus He throws the stone. (3) You will then 
ask the question with the Verb and the nominative What does the boy throw? To, 
which the reply will be ton lithon, which is consequently the objP-ct. In very simple 
sentences this will be all, but in more lengthy ones you may come at the other pa.rts 
by the following questions :-(1) Concerning the Nomina.tive-What boy? (which here 
would be ischuros). The answer being a.n Adjeetive, or a. possessive or demonstra.tive 
Pronoun, alwavs agreeing in number, gender, and case with its Noun. (2) Concern-
ing the Verb_:How and when does he throw? The answer will always be an Adverb, 
or adverbial phrase (here it is eutheos). (3) Concerning the Object-What, or what 
sort of stone does he throw ? And the reply will again be an Adjective, or a posses
sive or demonstrative pronoun (hero it is mega), also agreeing in number, gender, 
and case with its Noun, Of course sentences contain other members beyond those we 
have given, but the above show the principal parts, most of which will be found in. 
every sentence. J. L. &; J, E. B. 

"THE SHELTERING WING." 

CHRISTIAN, is thy path perplexing? canst thou not discern thy way ? 
And beset with sore temptation! weary, worn one, watch and pray. 
Jesus knows the hidden conflict, though it may be sharp and long; 
Hangs thy harp upon the willows? weak, a.nd yet thou once wert strong i> 

All thine earthly treasure blighted, grieved and wounded, restless thing, 
Broken-hearted, thou shalt nestle 'neath J ehovah's sheltering wing. 
Stay O lonely child, thy murmurings, 'tie in love He scourgeth thee, 
Tho~gh thy heart pours forth its anguish day by day unceasingly, 

Dost thou wonder that thy Father stands and sees thy bitter grief? 
'Tie to wean thee from earth's shadows-Ah! He'll give thee sweet relief. 
Vain are all these fleeting baubles, 0 Emmanuel, guide our way, 
Let Thy mighty arm uphold us, lest through sin we dare to stray. 

Keep us near Thee, blessed Saviour, let us live a.lone to Thee; 
May new beauties dawn upon us, as we gaze towards Calvary's tree, 
Wash the sin-stain from our garments, "precious blood " is all we plead, 
Every hour we need its cleansing till our ea.rth-bound souls are freed, 
When the dark-robed angel whispers, Abba, Father, Lord, we come ! 
Bear us through dea.th's icy waters to our bright, eternal home. 

M. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Tito Distinguishing Doctrines oj the tists of to-day, with those embodied in 
Strict and Particular Baptist Denomina- the Church at first, is marked by a deep 
tion, By G. W. Shepherd. London: shade of difference, inasmuch as, amongst 
:Sriscoe and Co. In a battle of the sects, us, those distinctive principles are con
at a somewhat earlier period of the Chris- tended for against divergent systems--not 
tiim era, the orthodox and combative unduly, but often with a persistency and 
Tertullian, to prove them all wrong ex- one-sidedness which seems to elevate 
cepting his own, wrote a work expressive them into the very essentials of a Church, 
of Catholic views, which he applied to and even of the Gospel itself-whereas, 
the distinctive points of other denomina- in the earliest age of Christianity, dis
tions to show their unsoundness, and to putes on those points did not arise, and, 
condemn them for it. And in our days, therefore, they were not contended for; 
works of a similar character, though in a but being embodied in the Gospel, and 
more moderate tone, have been written undisputed in the Church, were con
for ecclesiastical purposes by some of our formed to and acted on as matters of 
Anglican divines, It is not, therefore, course. Whoever read in the Scriptures 
to be much wondered at that the repre- of a dispute about baptism? or about the 
sentatives of a strictly and literally Scrip- extent of the Atonement?· or about the 
tural form of Christianity should now terms of Communion? Those subjects 
and then issue a manifesto of their prin- were then beyond dispute, both in the 
ciples, or put those principles into corn- Church and in the case of the individual 
petition with the various points of differ- Christian. In the absence both of con
ence which more or less mark the features tention and indifference about those sub-. 
of other Christian bodies, And such jects-the multitude being of one heart 
manifestoes we have repeatedly had-at aud of one soul-the Gospel was preached, 
one time from Homerton, at another from and obeyed, and the work of the Lord 
Woolwich, and, latterly, one of no mean went on, the only contention then allow
character from Gravesend, It is the book able being with such as were in conflict 
under notice, written by a young minister with Christianity itself. When will it be 
of considerable intelligence and culture, the same again ? Much as we appreciate 
of promising ministerial abilit-ics, and Mr. Shepherd's book generally, some of 
having, we trust, a fair prospect before his positions are untenable. Let him read 
him of rising to further eminence and again the first chapter of Aets, where 
usefulness in the work of the Lord. The "the number of the names" is 120. where 
title of his lecture, "The Distinguishing all that we understand by a Church-meet
Doctrines of the Strict and Particular ing is described, and then give his proof 
Baptist Denomination," is long enough to for saying that the first Church was. 
take one's breath away in pronouncing it, formed on the day of Pentecost. .Again, 
but none too long, as the lecture shows, he says, the Lord's Supper is a Church 
to cover all the corners of the subject ordinance, only right in the Church. If 
which the Author undertook to exhibit, so, and if the Church was first formed on 
explain and defend. His, Introduction is the day of Pentecost, to what and to 
wholly histol"ical, beginning at the Apos- whom did our Lord administer it at its 
tolic age, and tracing along the onward institution? He appears to be equally 
stream of Church life the different forms at fault on oue point as to Communion. 
and names which Christianity assumed at The substance of his remark is, that the 
every great turn in its course, till, Lord's Supper being a Church ordinance. 
amongst the various sections into which only, it requires that a person, before 
Christendom is now divided, he alights partaking of it at any particular place, 
on "the Striot and Particular Baptist shall have been baptized, and also must 
Denomination," whose "Distinguishing be a member of some Church at the time, 
Doctrines," he goes on to show, are iden- or he cannot be admittecl to the Lord'& 
tical with those of the first Christian Table-that is, though he has been bap
Church. With the New Testament as tized. What would he have said to the 
the sole guide, it would be impossible to Ethiopian Eunuch? He was baptized. 
oome to any other conclusion, and we What then? He went on his way. There 
cordiallly assent to it, But one thing is no evidence that he became at that 
here ought not to be overlooked. The time a Church member, in our sense of' 
identity of the principles, which are dis- the term· indeed there is the clearest 
tinotive of the Strict and Particular Bap- circumsta~tial evidence that he did not, 
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.At this point the1·e is a discrepancy to be 
arcounted for. Is this .Author 1·ight in 
speaking of the salvat.ion of the Church 
as a seconda.ry matter? On the Aubject 
of universal . offers, general offers, or 
offers of anv sort, in preaching the Gos
pel, the A;1thor is right. Le_t any_ one 
examine that phase of the subJect, either 
rationally or in the light of Script~re, 
and he cannot fail to see that preachmg 
the _Gospel is of God, and that offering it 
is both unauthorised and useless. 

Ritualism and Ritual ( Contempoi-a1-y 
Re1·irn·); The Vatican Decrees and Vati
canism (Murray). By the Right Honour
able \V. E. Gladstone, ll'l.P. These world
renowned works, which have appeai·ed in 
succession so seasonably from the pen of 
this prince of politico-religionists, sur
pass in effectiveness and real usefulness 
all others of a simiiar character that have 
issued from the Press on the dangerous 
11ubjects of which they treat, and deserve 
to be carefully read by every man in 
Christendom. None who are at all ac
quainted with the state of things in our 
times, will for a moment deny or doubt 
that Romanism, with its spurious imita
tions, is the one great question of the 
-dav, complicating the interests of religion 
and the political and civil rights of man
kind in a manner infinitely beyond what 
has heretofore been witnessed since the 
great Reformation, threecenturiesago, and 
demands the firm resistance alike, not only 
-of statesmen and ecclesiastical leaders, but 
of all who love a Scriptural Christianity 
or prize the freedom and the blessings it 
confers. The first paper of the series in
dicated above, and which eventually occa
sioned the production of those that 
followed it, was evidently designed by its 
illustrious author, not to set the whole of 
the Popish world on fire in wrath and 
rao-e a"'ainst its writer, as it did, but to 
repud1~te Ritualism as foreign to the 
character of a Protestant Church, and to 
dear himself, before the eyes of the. wor~d, 
of the charge of being either a R1tuahst 
or a Romanist, a charge which, as every 
one knows was often, for party purposes, 
made agai~st him in the public news
papers, and as ofte~ flatly denied ~y hi':11-
self during the per10d of his Premiership, 
wh;n the nature of bis office made it both 
unseemly and impo~itic _for him_ to pub
lish more on the subject m quest10n than 
merely to contradict the assertions of his 
enemies. But once out of office, and he 
sends out his first effort to kill two birds 
with one stone which alarmed many more 
beside 'l'he l{omanists came out against 
him i~ full strength. Then came out his 
famous Remonstrance, which drew them 
forth in greater numbers, so that the 

great champion of Protestant Christio.nity 
had his hands full. Nothing daunted, he 
returns one decisive knock-down blow at 
them all with Vaticanis111-a formidable 
weapon indeed. They say they shall re
ply to it, hut they have not done so at the 
time of writing this. 

Lieut.-Col. Brockman, as President of 
the Protestant Evangelicol Mission, has 
addressed a Ll'tter to the present Premier, 
the Right Honourable B. Disraeli, M.P., 
on the appointment of Roman Catholic 
gentlemen to offices of power in different 
departments. This playing into the hands 
of Romanists clearly shows we are not 
governed by Pr?testant . rulers. . (?ur 
country is still bemg sold mto J esmt1co.l 
hands. The Letter referred to is pub
lished in April number of The ,llonthly 
Reco,·d, to be had of Mr. R. Steele, 5, 
Racquet court, Fleet str_eet. We !Lek our 
friends to read and to circulate this letter 
by millions among the people. Whenever 
we have opportunity, we challen~e our 
countrymen to answer three quest10ns :
let Shall we all go over to Rome? or, 2ndly, 
Sh~ll we let Rome come and reign over 
us? If not-3rclly, What shall we do? 
Can English Protestants sit still and let 
that finely-dressed doll, just frumped up 
in the Vatican, come here to steal away the 
hearts of our peopl_e? The . lam~ntable 
fact is, We are growmgly deficient_,':' men 
and in troth. Neither in the Pahament, 
in the Press nor in the Pulpit have we 
any men in these cla,ys. Childish twaddle, 
falsehood finely dressed, and a slumber of 
blindness and weakness has fallen upon 
us. The wise and foolish virgins are all 
(spiritually) asleep. If nothi~g comes to 
awaken us, millions will be frightened to 
death when the midnight cry they hear, 
" Behold the 1:3ri~~egroom cometh : go ye 
out to meet Him. 

"Hidden-Yet at Hand." A Poem of 
the broken heart pining ,for Jesus-ex
pressive of the deep truth that w~en. He 
hideth His face we are troubled-is given 
in Our Own Fireside. Here is a very 
small item. To the lonely, loving soul 
Jesus saith:-

" Lo, I am with you alwuy I 
(Then my heart grows calm to hear); 

Lo, I am wllh thee alway-
Thy God Is ever near I 

There may be darkness round thee; 
Tlly Lord will leave thee not I 

Though friend• may all fo1·sakc thee; 
My love Is still thy lot I" 

We have from Mr. Lee, of Brooklyn, 
a ccipy of the New Testament, as issued 
by the American Bible Union. Also,. Mr. 
Remington's Pamphlet on The Iliglier 
Clvristia11, Li,fe; with other works. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
A TOUR THROUGH YORKSHIRE AND LANCASHIRE. 

(Rough Pencillings in Railway Carriages). 

Mondny, April 26, 1875.;--Corner ~o. 1,' I've thought, how strong that word must 
in 'bus; mind all wandermg; look mg up come, 
and listening; the only little thought is this, Which He, in Peter's soul sent home. 
Chri-1t is the highest, holiest, happieat theme, " Whom say ye that I am ?" 
"Whom to know i• life eternal! " II. In that Romanising-perverter:! Scrip-

Corner No. 2, in tram.-1 see it is God's ture, you have the source of this true kno,v
decree that the name of JeRus ~~,all be g~eat ledge, " Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, 
"unto the ends. of the earth; . all nations for flesh and blood bath not reveal~d this unto 
shall hear of Him. Well, then, let u• not thee, but My Father, which is in heaven." 
be angry at men who speak a!1d sing _of For full forty years that one sayin!l" of Jesus 
Jesus; although we cannot go with the~ 10 bas been with me, "This is the will of Him 
all things. It may be that they are helpmg that sent Me, that every one that seeth the 
to carry out the great design, to spread Son and believetb on Him, may have ever
abroad the fame of !fim ?f whom ~he God lasting life." If only the Father, through 
ofallgrace•ays,He1S"MmeElect,10who!'1 the Spirit, can reveal the Son, then how 
My soul delighteth ! " Most w;onderful 1s dependent are we on a Triune-Jeho,·nh for 
this to me, that there is One glorious Person the obtaining of peace, pardon, knowledge, 
of whom both a holy God and a poor unholy and a meetness for glory. 
sinner like myself can say, "Mine Elect, in 
whom my soul delighteth; " God the Father 
saith it, in thA highest degree; my soul 
saith it in a small and imperfect manner as 
yet; still of me ~t is t:ue. ~y soul s?me
times delighteth 10 Him. Without Him I 
have no real joy of any kind. . 

Pushing up Moorgate to catch the tram, 
one of the deacons of S. T. kindly shook hands 
with me; his words run into me. Said he, 
"You do well for an old man: you shame 
some of us youngsters. The Lord be with 
you and bless you." Ah, said I, if those two 
treasures I should have, I shall not work in 
vain. 

"To return" (as George Abrahams would 
often •ay), the true knowledge of Jesus 
Chl'ist is only derived fl'om one source. 

No man to mortal man can tell 
What in our Saviour's name doth dwell. 

What a gigantic system of idolatry has 
grown up out of the perversion of that 
precious Scrir.ture which so plainly shews 
forth four brilliant rays of heavenly light, 
which are:-

1. Wherever the true knowledj!"e of Jesus 
Christ is possessed, the Lord will draw it out, 
"Whom say ye that I, the Son of Man, 
am?" Before I dared to open my mouth 
publicly in London, that word i,1 Isaiah 
rolled over and over my soul for day•, " The 
Lord sent a word into Jacob; and it bath 
lighted upon Israel." Wherever the Sun 
of Righteousness shines in upon the soul, 
some ·bright beams will break forth in the 
life and language of that man. I c~nnot 
but fear that many thousands are mak10g a 
fine market out of a profession of Jesus 
Christ; they have been to college, .t~ey have 
been qualified and sent forth us mm1Sters of 
the Gospel of the grace of God, but wh~ther 
they know Him a• their Redeemer, Saviour, 
Brother, nml Friend, we cannot discll.rn. • 
As through tke fields, so bright and gay, 
We steam along this April day; 

'Tis God alone who can reveal 
The Saviour to the soul; 

'Tis only by the Spirit's seal 
We know He's made us whole. 

At Reading, in Berkshire, we stop for awhile; 
What changes the saints here have seen; 

I knew this old town when they gave me a 
smile, 

Wheu young Cole was so sweet and so 
green. 

Alas! he turn'd his coat; like others walk'd 
away, 

Which on good Brentford Church brought 
up a sorrowful day. 

Farewell to Reading ! To the North we 
must go! 

And of our God Incarnate, tell all that we 
know. 

The third line in the precious Scriptt!re 
referred to, shews who " the sinner's Friend" 
actually is, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God! " Thus Peter plainly 
answered his Master; and Peter's answer 
contain• more sound and deep divinity than 
thousands of sermons and books now pushed 
into the world. 

I would like to draw out my soul (if the 
Holy Ghost woulil anoint anri lead me)_con
cerning the personality and pre-emment 
glory of the son .of God; tut as these notes 
are pencilled while the Great Western shakes 
me into Birmingham, I must not here ap
proach n theme so powerful, so precious,. and 
so awfully and inexpressiblr mysterious. 
At the very moment, while flying through 
Oxfordshire, those delightful words come up 
aO'ain in mv soul "Thine eyes shall see the 
King in His be~uty, and ~ehold the land 
so very tar olf." That rich harvest of 
mercies is yet to come. 

About fourteen years ago, the late John 
Andrew Jones told me in writing that 
Ja mes Wells said, ns regards th~ Souship, I 
was like a man looking down 10to a well, 
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I took no notiC'e of it. What James Wells, 
or John ]>oreman, or John Andrew Jones, 
or others, had to say on the Sonship, I 
never meddled with. For morP. than thirty 
years all those bles.•ed men, such as Foreman 
Milner, PAimer, Wyard, Andrew Jones and 
others, took up cruel prejudices airainst me • 
but let me here declare that twice in my )if; 
it bath pleased God to reveal His Son in my 
soul; and although ministers and deacons 
have united to destroy me, infinite mercy 
has upheld and honoured me. 

Of His great goodness I will tell: 
lily Sa dour bath done all things well! 

We have left Banbury, where Christ's Gospel 
and ordinances can find BO city to dwell in. 

Of the fourth line in the Scripture referred 
to, I may say it declares the safety of the 
Church's standin!!', the certainty of her 
completion, the gfory of her Builder the 
malice of her enemies, and their ulti:uate 
shame and ruin; for, with royal majesty He 
said, " Upon this Rock will I build 'My 
Church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it." Amen. 

W AR"\\"ICK, April 26, 1875. - Here the 
69th verse of John vi. impressed my mind, 
"·we belie-re, and are sure, that Thou art 
that Christ, the Son of the living God." 

As I travelled on I thought the foregoing 
text mi:st be mine for the evening; but, as 
I entered and walked about Birmingham, 
poor Jeremiah's song in the night would 
take my mind up, and from it, in.Charlotte 
street chapel, I was led to speak a little. 
There was a comfortable !!'athering, and to 
me some holy. gladsome feelings were given. 

In Mr. R. Howard's house, every
thing a travelling pilgrim can require is 
bestowed with frank and Christian feeling. 
The Lord help me to praise Him, and mav 
He bless those who shew kindness to one of 
the least. 

"A Birmingham thought." As I walked 
up New Hall street I had a thought on 
the double appeal Christ made to the twelve, 
which I saw much beauty in; it is worth 
recording, and I mean, if permitted, to re
cord it. · Also, I saw the word, "Mystery" 
over the doors of the council chamber; the 
birthplace of the redeemed; over the ban
quetting house, and all along the Christian's 
path. All is mystery, until the light of 
heaven shall make it clear. 

Referring to one of the greatest men of 
our age, a gentleman said ·to me, "Can ye 
read him? " No! Can we read ourselves 1 
Can we read the present excitlng move
ments? Can we clearly read anything? 
Look at the Churches of truth here in 
Birmingham ; can we read them? Mr. 
Wakefield, Mr. Dennett, Mr. Hunt, and 
others here, are truth-speaking men, and 
Charlotte street chapel has good preachtre, 
but no manifest prosperity attends them. 
Why is this? Cuarlotte street was the off
spring of' a most respectable London Church; 
it was under rigid pastoral care; it has seen 
some happy days, but it is not so strong as 
we could wish. Why ? 

The end o.f each Dis11ensation. 
WILLENHALL, Wednesday night, Ap:•il 

28, 1875. - Mr. R. Howard bt;ought me 
with true godly kindness to thi• lock-nnd
key-making town, and in deacon Lloyd's 
house. I have _been blessedly provided for, nnd 
true tellowsh1p we have enjoyed. We had 
service in Gomer street chapel, Tuesday; then 
lecture in hall; but Wednesday evening the 
service was one of perfect freedom. Mr. 
Lloyd commenced with Watts's precious 
hymn-

" My God, the spring of all my joys;'' 
and he closed the service with-

u Grace, 'tls a charming sound." 

The people sang heartily, and I was refreshed. 
As I sat in the pulpit, before preaching, I 
thought of the end ot each dispensation. 
The first finished by a flood of destruction • 
the second, the Mosaic, by a disappointment! 
tor, after forty years of toil and travel, Mose; 
could neither go into the promised land him
self, nor could he take the people in. Poor 
Moses, the greatest leader, perhaps, ever this 
world saw; yet distress and disappointment 
marked both his life and his death. Come 
tlyen, to. the closing up of the propbetfu 
dISpensation, there were four centuries of 
darkness. Then John the Baptist soon had 
his head cut off, and so the ancient race of 
the prophets ceased to exist. How this dis
pensation will c_lose is plainly told by our 
Lord and by His apostle~. The professing 
Church will be like the wise and foolish 
virgins-all asleep-until themidnightcry is 
beard," Behold, the Brirlegroom cometh." I 
ask, How near is it midnight? I do not 
know whether Mr. Matthews could answer 
that question. He has been a noted preacher 
in Rowley for many years. Some think 
he is the only preacher sent by God into 
these parts. A new chapel is being built 
for him. I purpose to enquire into his 
history, and endeavour to ascertain how the 
people know he is the only minister of 
Christ in these parts. His book.• and sermons 
I wish to desc1·ibe. But now, if God will, I 
must march on to Wolverhampton. 

STAFFORD, April 30, 1875.-Left Wol
verhampton this morning. From W. 
Fleeming, Esq. received much kindness; 
Mercies follow me, cleave close unto me, and 
preserve me in the truth, in the fear of the 
Lord, in the faith of the Gospel, and in the 
deepest desire to be of some use to poor 
sinners, to afflicted saints, and even to such 
prodigals as old Satan and his sotTy crew 
may have cast down. There is a great talk 
about the lack of love in our denomination. 
Well, I shall be the last to grumble on in 
that line. When I reflect upon the kind
ness showed to me by Mr. and Mrs. Howard, 
at Birmingham; Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd, at 
Willenhallj Mr. W. Fleeminf;I' and his 
family, if 1 did not speak gratefully of the 
true Christian charity of the Lord's people, I 
eugbt to be put in the stoeke. 

As I came out of chapel, last evening, one 
elderly lady assured me the first rny of 
heavenly light she obtained wns in rending 
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James Wells's "Letters to Theophilus," in 
"The Earthen Vessel;" and my heart is 
thankful t.o know, both by the Press and 
from the Pulpit, the Lord bath helped some 
of Jacob's spirituRI children. 

Mr. Robert Howard hRS, in the Providence 
of God, been removed from London to 
Birmingham; is extensively acceptable and 
useful in the Churches in what they call 
"The Black Country." And as the Man
chester express is pulling me through the 
smoky potteries, through the tunnels and 
tiers of tall chimneys, I find as much soot 
and iron-dust as I can require. But, " The 
unity of the Spirit in the prosperous bonds 
-of peace" is the essential desideratum in all 
the Churches. 

To all our brethren in the ministry, to all 
our deacons in the Churches, to all the seek
ing seed of Jacob, who know and love our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to all such I will dare ~ 
declare that it is time to down with all party 
names, and to give ourselves up to an indi
vidual and a united, persevering prayer for 
the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit upon us 
all, ii it he not too late. 

In private, this morning, reflecting upon 
the work yet to be done in Rochdale, the words 
came, and as we are tearing through Mac
clesfield, they spring up again," The Lord 
doth build up Jerusalem."' Yes! whether 
all who profess to be Christ's workmen are 
building up Jerusalem, or only setting up 
some scaffolding, I cannot divine· but that 
the Lord doth still build up Jerusalem, I can 
believe:-
For visions of peace are often now seen 
In the gardens of grace where again I have 

been. 
Mr. Burn, of Walsall, whose new chapel 

at Gornall is crowded, is said to be one of 
the best ministers in the Black Country, of 
whom all peorle speak in terms most high. 

The kind o material with which the Lord 
doth build up Jerusalem is distinctly marked, 
" He gathereth together the outcasts of 
Israel ; He bindeth up the broken in heart; 
He healeth all their wounds." From this 
description you may see what a remarkable 
change is effected b.v grace in those who 
are, by the Lord, built up in Jerusalem; 
they were outcasts, they were broken in 
heart, they were full of wounds. 

Four Questions. 
MANCHESTER. - As April's month is 

closing, I nm packed up in a Yorkshire car 
for Rochdale: and in this cotton market, this 
metropolis of the clothing companies, I hnve 
walked and thought upon the Lord building 
up Jerusalem. The entire plan of the build
ing was all finished before the platform of 
this world was laid; and the building went 
011 gradually and securely for four thousand 
years upon credit. God first trusted in 
Christ; but when the fulness of the time 
was come God sent forth His Son (for He 
bad been liolden in bond until that time, then 
God sent forth His Son), made of a woman, 
mnde under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law, that we might receive 
,the adoption of sons. 

As I was in Market street, Manchester, 
this afternoon, getting from one station to 
another, three questions came up in my soul 
which brought me to a searching stand:- ' 

1. Does Paul there mean the legal com
mandments given on Mount Sinai, which 
denounces a curse upon all transgressors ? 
If so, 2nd, Were not all mankind under that 
law? Then, 3rd, If Christ came to redeem 
them that were under the law, and if Paul 
meant the law which condemns and curses 
for every transgre&sion, then, in that case, 
does not Paul mean to tell us that Christ re
deemed the whole of the fallen family of 
Adam? This might suit a universal re
demptionist, but such a theory is opposed to 
the analogy of the Bible; it is opoosed to 
the revelation God has made of His own 
will; such a thing is opposed to the testi
mony of Christ and all His apostles; yea, it 
is opposed to the whole history of the world, 
and to all the experiences of the Church. 
Then what law does Paul mean? Universal 
redemption believers have nearly :flooded this 
little island called England ; they cover the 
United States, and the Australian Colonies 
are nearly all in their possession. Uni,•ersal 
redemption and free-will people have estab
lished colleges to make ministers ; they have 
erected churches and chapels all over the 
civilized world, and yet these universal re
demption people set up their testimony 
against-I, The eternal Father's absoiute 
"shalls" in Isaiah liii. and !iv., and all o,er 
the Bible beside, which I will write out. 
They also are against the blessed Re
deemer's living and dying testimonies, which 
I wish to quote. Ah,· and the universal 
free-wills are against the one harmonious 
and conclusive testimony the Holy Ghost 
giveth in all the epistles. Now, then, whlch 
law doth Paul mean? 

A Large .Ne10 Chapel in Rochdale. 
ROCHDALE, Saturday, l\Iay l, 1875.

A misty morn doth l\Iay bring in: 
It seems to say the clouds of sin 

Hang heavy o'er this world. 
And so, indeed, indeed, they do, 
Some dark ones grace has brought me thro'; 
And I've a hope it will complete 
The work begun, and make me meet 
To see our Lord, and help to sing 
The glories of dear Zion's King ! 

It is announced this day that Alderman 
John Tatham, and William Crowther, 
Esqs., will lny the memorial stones. of t~e 
Newbold Baptist chapel and schools, Ill thIS 
honourable and industrious town of Rochdale. 
I am invited to take a little pnrt; if per
mitted I shall see and hear all I can, and 
rep01·t progress as well as I am able. These 
North of England Christians cany out that 
Scripture nobly, " Whatsoeve~ th:r, hand 
flndeth to do, do it with thy might. You 
will see this t,·ue when I report. 

NEWBOLD, Sunday, l\Iay 2, 1875.-This 
has been a sacred dny. As soon as I entered 
my resting-place beneath the hospitable roof 
ol Moss cottage, I took up my little Testa
ment and silently looked to llie Lord for 
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one word. Pnul's closing sentence to the 
Romans spoke in my heart: "Now to Him 
thnt is ot powrr to stnhlish you, according 
to ll'ly Gospel and the preaching of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,'' &c. Until after afternoon 
service I felt afr:dd to preach from that text; 
but, surely, the Lord p.·ave the word; He 
helped me, and He will bless the work ofour 
liands. From the deepest feelings ofmy soul 
I would e,·er pray the Lord to stablish the 
cause at "Newbold Hall Chapel and 
Schools;" ma~• it be an institution for good 
to thousands when my tongue is silent, and 
my soul, I hope, in glory. Amen. 

Newbold Hall R•tnte Turned into a 
Gospel Garden. 

Memorial Stones of the New Baptist 
chapel were laid in :Milnrow road, Roch
dale, l\'lay 1, 1875, by Alderman John 
Tatham, E•q., and hy Wm. Crowther, E,q. 
An offirinl report and a view of the building 
will (D.V.) be gfren in EARTHEN VESSEL 
-hence I only ndd here a kind of familiar 
note. Clou,ls ancl cold winds, with rain, 
rather sunk my feelings; but Lancashire 
folk never allow trifles to hinder them. Soon 
after noon fr-ic>ncls and school-children as
sem hled in Puhlic Hall, and walked in 
procession throu!fh the solicl, industJ•ious, and 
wealthy town ot Rochrlale, into Alderman 
Tatham's park. Hne they halted, sung one 
h~·mn, and thrn proceeded to the ground. 
TbeserTice commenced hy myselfannourlC'ing 
first hymn. The minister, Mr. James Hand, 
offered suitable prayer; Mr. Thornton read 
the Scriptures; lllr. Gartside presented the 
Alderman with splPndid trowel, mallet, and 
level; the f\r,t stone was duly laid; and Mr. 
Tatham delivnecl a i:rood, sensible, and kindly 
address: we <·onsitler him the founder of what 
will presently be a noble pile of chapel, 
school~, c1a:-s-ronmc:., ,·estrie~, and every other 
convenience, wl,ic-h will stand on what was 
"The Newhold Hall Estate," which Mr. 
Alderman Tarli:1m purchased, witl,out the 
sligl1test idea o1 it, h<·ing- a site for a chapel; 
hut the g-ood l"pirit of the Lord constl'ained 
him to de,·ote it to the sacred service of the 
Lord ; and fc1r many g-enerations to come, 
we all, with Gorl-~il'en faith and sympathy, 
believe it will slaruJ &s a beautiful, benno
lent, and tru tltful monument of mercy. 'I'lre 
Alderman laid a handsome clr,que on his 
memorial stone·, and th• n tl,e crowds of 
friends flockerl to the other end of the eleva
tion, where Mr. Wm. Crowther, the pastor 
of the Lrwkwood Church (ha,·ing been 
presented with trowel, mallet, &c, by the 
A1-d1itect, Mr. E. Pott.s, of Oldham, of 
equal splendour with those g-iven to the 
Alder-man), procee,led to lay the other stone, 
and deli1·<·r- d a statesman-like address on 
True Reliµ-ious Liberty - wherein the 
M auclrester i,r•n:l,·men, and otbel' liearty 
Noncons., cor,sidn,·d Mt·. Crowther cume 
1o,-th wit lr i,r·r,at nobleness of spirit and in
telle~tual force. 

We hope to present our readers with these 
addre,se, in time; for, as they proceed from 
gentlemen who are uot merely talkers; not 
exclush•e partizans; not promoters of popery 

in any form; but who pract.ieally carry out 
both sides of the Apostolic injunction-" Do 
goo<l nnto all men: especially unto the 
household of faith "-as both Mr, John 
Tathnm and Mr. William Crowther are men 
of a sound Christian faith; of influential 
positions in the commercial world ; both of 
them ever ready to help forward any enter
prise calt'ulated to benefit the people; and 
as they are deservedly esteemed and honoured 
by all who know them, their testimony
their ouward march of ~enuine Christian 
philanthropy-must help, m time, to dissolve 
that narrow animosity which for mnny years 
has been dividing Churches, separating chief 
friends, and working an immense amount of 
mischief. 

We consider the providence of God has 
blessed!)' so ordered the position of this new 
Roehdale Particular Baptist Chapel, that it 
cannot be viewed as antagonistic to the late 
llir. Kershaw's "Hope Chapel." 

"The Newbold Hall Chapel nnd Schools" 
will stand in another part ol this immense 
town-in a new and fast rising kind of 
suburban district, a Jong way from Hope
Cbapel, and will, with God's blessing, be a 
centre of great usefulness, both in an evan
gelical and spiritual point of view. Yea, we· 
soberly believe, if the happy spirit of that good 
minister, John Kershaw, has been told by 
an angelic messenger that some of his own 
spiritual children have been instrumental in 
erecting another house for the glory of a 
Triune Jehovah, in the further proclamation 
of the Gospel, even his already happy spirit 
hath rejoiced in the prog-ress of a dear 
Redeemer's kingdom. Whatever mistake
John Kershaw might have been led to make 
in Old Zoar, bis true Christian heart won
derfully desired the wide proclamation of 
His Name who is "Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace." And if the Hope chapel 
lriends should be favoured to drink more 
deeply in to the spirit aml mind of our ador
able J.ord, they will hail the happy day when 
Newbold Hall Chapel shall be opened; they 
will hury all the bygones of man's frail 
nature ; they will, on the opening day, 
mingle their prayers and praises together 
with those friend• who ore practically con
ferring a blessing on the town. Ephraim 's 
envy and J udah's vexing will be Jost in the 
overflow of a more pure and holy Jove and joy. 

No one has either suggested or is respon
sible for these hints but C. W. B., and he 
has no fear of any Pope, either in Rome or· 
in England. 

Flying into Yorkshire. 

Moss LANE leads from Rochdale town 
to the station ; here, having taken ticket for 
Leeds, I halt till the steamer comes in, hoping 
to be carried over "the Tees" into " the 
river-pot·t" of Middlesborough, in time for 
service this 4th of Mny. When I went into 
Roehdale laat Fridoy, a little prayer like this 
flowed out silently," 0 Lord, du1fog these 
~ervices may the Spirit so fill our souls that 
from them words like arrows may convince 
some who are asleer,, and streams of oil be 
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poured into nny sorrowing hearts to benl and I learned in "whntsoever state I am, t-, (try 
•comfort them," All those services are left end) he I.herewith content." Grumhlin" 
behind; not n•ingle unhnppy event occurred; yields no profit; so I rlepo•ited my 1ra.-elling 
the only two things which humbler! me hag in cloak room, and walked into Leeds, 
were, my felt-imperfect manner of doing my Where Edward Baines was once a leading star, 
work, nnd tl!e undeserved co~r~esy, t_he su~- But, now, from hence he's travell'd very for; 
stnntml chnr1ty,nnd true Chnsban fnendsh1p All the great men, of whom I once rlid read, 
shown to me on every hand. Have left their earthly house, and fled away 

"Todmorden" is a town with speed. 
Near Engl9:nd's old "back-bone;" Leeds is a sensible town ; it is a bustling 

The hous~s, h1_gh and low, place; it has been built with some propriety; 
"Are built w•;,h sturdy stone. it• main streets are wide, clean, pienty of nice 

Bnck-hone? sny you, shops and lols of strong-lookin~ Yorksldre-
" What do you mean 7" men.' " 

A cha!n of hills I am now in a North-Eastern, nnrle,r a 
Winch run be!ween mysterious misty atmosphere; bla,•k hills on 

The bend nod ~a\l either side; yea, rock•, with such cuttings 
Of England~ isle, and clefts as call to mind the ancient words 

~here mountams, r1Be, to Moses spoken. 
And valleys smile. Leeds i• one of those large towns where 

Thinking of my engagements this week in we hnve no chapels, no decided New Testa
Middleshorough, in Liverpool, in Hollinwoorl, ment Churches, no ministerial hrethren ; at 
in Pemberton, and then in Surrey and Kent, least, we know of none. Lockwood chapel, 
I began last night to feel not quite up to the where Wm. Crowther, Esq., is the minister, 
point; in pra)·er some rest was found, and is not very far, but in no part of York-hire 
laid down, saying to myself, "A man of one have we many friends; we may have more 
word only." "Grace" is the only word I some day. 
understand. I was instructed into the The queslion which professing people are 
mercie-• and mysterie! of that Word by the now waking up to search inro is, Whv has 
Lord Himselt calling me; then, under a not the Go•pel been more successful? With
sermon from " Being confident," &c.; then, out conceit or an undue pre,11ming, I ha,·e 
.again, from Caustin reading and expounding in my soul a terrible conviction that two 
the first chapter of Paul to the Ephesians; or three answers may he given; but not 
under George Abrabams's sermon on the now. At Harrogate, in Yorkshire, we fetch 
super-excellency of tbe Person of Ch1·ist; a little breath. And then through farms 
from poor Almond's dying testimony to me and flatter lands off we fly. 
in Aldboro', on the Suffolk coast; and from 
a vm·iety of experiences I have passed 
through, but grace is only one of a trio, 

[ I am in a carriage of Yorkshire people, 
Their tongues. are like thrashing machines: 
rattle, tattle, vrnttle, murrell, courell ; not a 
sentence can I understand; but their con
verse, like streams of rushing springs, roll on 
with a 1·apid force. They are full of words 
as this country is full of varied scenery; it 
.aboundeth with tunnels, rocks, low-lands 
.anrl rivers, factories, fields and gardens ; 
nothing is in the singular here; only one 
word tlo I know, and that is one of a trio.] 

"Th~ law was given by Moses, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ." There is 
the trb. 

LEED s, Tuesday, lllay 4, 1875.
. Through heavy mists, through tunnels oft, 

And changes very many: 
We",·e jolting on from town to town, 

Clear sunshine ?-No, not any. 
" How can I get to Middlesboro' 1" To 

understand this has been a difficult matter. 
Not anybody I cnn yet find will tell me, not 
even railway officials. Still my faith hns 
·carried me there, and prayer goes up for a 
blessing from the great eternal throne. 

. Never depend upon railway officials for 
direction where conflicting companies meet. 
I have, through our train being stopped on 
the way, and hv reason of' the ticket collector 
.at Holheck giving me false direction lost 
my trnin from Leeds to M iddleoboro•'. So 
•• two hours to wait in Leeds." Well, I have 

DARLINGTON TO LEEDS,on N. E. line,is 
full of' landscape and industrial views; but 
tile few scattered sheep complain bitterly ol the 
harrencess ot tbe land in a Gospel sense 

Nature, with ~ll her varied hues. 
Is full of strength and hennty; 

But the pulpit-man, God's truth eschews, 
And prates of faith from d11ty. 

MIDDLESBOROUGH, May 5, 1875.-In 
First Baptist chapel, Boundary rond, two 
services I have been helperl throu~·h, and thi• 
evening the pince was nearly fillet! up. llfay 
the Lord give His ble&oing with the words 
which have been spoken, the precious hymns 
sung; may the pra.vers be answered; then, 
even coming here will not be in vain, 

At last this iron-making- citv was dis
co,·ered; and in Mr. David' Vernon's family 
I found cheerful hearts an,I hands to greet a 
pilgrim on his way. Refreshm~~t _being 
given, we all went to chapel. 1\1 r. \\ 1lk111son, 
the minister, gave hymns and read ~l:e Word. 
I prayed and preached; did not realise what I 
desired; but was enabled to go through_. Such 
are the conflicting testimonies respecl mg the 
Gospel, that, as I walked this N ortl!?rn 
Corporate Borough, I asked m,· soul, Is 
religion real? If so, what and where is it?" 

We snw last ni,rht, iu our thir<! anti last 
service in Middlesborough, that, with the eye 
of fnith, we behold "mystery" in many 
places. On the dool'!I of the everlasting 
covenant-deep mystedes are there; on f!ie 
gates of Zion's birth-plllce-solemn mysteries 
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Rre there. Who nmonJI' the inl1al1itants of 
Zion lmve passed from death unto life? 
Thev know all the fruits and e,·idences 
thereof, m·e mysteries to mnny. The ban
quetlinJl'-house, where Christ and saved 
~inner-. hc><'OmP OTI(l', is a 111:v~tery to !il-pecula
tive, to arlifieial, and to man-made diseiples. 
"The $ecret (seal offorp,iveness and fellow
ship, and the trne knowledge) of the Lord 
is (only) with them that fear Him; nnd He 
will shew tlwm His co'l'enant." "llfyslery" 
is wt•itten nil alone- the strait and narrow 
way wherein the Cln·istfan has to travel. 
B11t the mvsterions men who minister in the 
communities of professed Christians are pro
blems as hard as am·. One in this district I 
will clescribe presenil~·. 

Midclleshorong·h is n moMrn, well-al'
ranged, fast-growing town of some 60,000 
people-the <"entre of many placesofinte,est 
and of beautY. I ha,·e been in its "First 
Baptist chapel" three e'l'enings. This 
morning, Friday, May 7, 1875, brother 
Dadd Yernon Rll<l 1,1)·selfparted with mutual 
hopes we mi<rht Yet meet ae:ain. 

Throuirh Yorkshire and Lancashire in one 
day, and then preach this evening in Liver
pool, is no trifling task; but 
"HC' that barl1 'RH!d~ his Rc>fn~e God, 

Sha 1I find a mo!-t ~rcure a bode; 
Shall w:ilk ail da:< beneath His shade, 
And there, at night, •hall rest his bead." 

ll1y sou!, in silent weakness, c1ies out unto 
Him who only can my soul defend-With 
messages of mercy send a frail and fainting 
worm. 

LEEDS TO LIVERPOOL, Friday, May 7, 
1875.-After running from Middlesborough 
to Leeds tbis morning, which occupied about 
five hours, hn,·e now found a cor11er in a 
new North Western for Liverpool, which 
will take near three hours; then, if per
mitted, I shall once more preach in Liver
pool; but what I shall tell the people is not 
yet known to me. We are almost flying 
through town• and tunnels; over canals, 
rivers, meadows, and lanes. 
While the hills in the distance seem to enter 

the clouds. 
The smoke froin the chimneys our prospect 

enshrouds. 
Huddersfield is a huge city of smoke and 

hard work on 1his line: in fact, the dark 
hives of labour in this part of England are as 
thick as 1he,v can well stand. But I want a 
text for this evening. To travel 150 miles, 
tlnd people all assembled, and then have 
nothing 10 sa:v to them, appears very dis
tressing. I will hope in the Lord. 

From Leeds to Manchester is under the 
towering mountains and through the miser
able tunnels. From Manchester to Liver
pool the country is more flat, rural and open; 
1t is pleasant now the sun upon us sl,ines ! 
"The closing up of each previous dispensa
tion" was remarkahle, so must this be. 
The mvsten· of µ:odliness seems to increase. 
The power of the Sp rit appears to be little in 
the Churcl,. But the prPacl,ing power of 
free-will, and offer• of Christ, become more 
popular and are well paid. In this day, when 

the Gospel is so herloudcd, there Is nothing· 
more safe than the lmowledge of Christ for 
ourselves, and in 0111· own souls: "Whom to 
know is life eternal." "Whom sny ye that 
I am?" 

PRESTON, May 8, 1875.-I feel It per
fectly harbarous of these North Counh·y 
Companies to stick us poor passengers in 
their carriages and drag us through tunnels 
long, dark, nnd daugerous-not a lamp 01· 
light of any kind: here I have sat in total 
darkness, with only one other man in the· 
carriage. Why I might be robbed an<t 
murdered! 

But, bless the Lord, He is my Friend, 
His mercies ne,·er, never end; 
Oh, that I may, with l1oly power, 
Adore His name for evermore. 
Well, I reached Liverpool last evening in 

perfect safety. Though " wearied by the 
way," walked up the bill to Dr. Scott's 
College of Health, in Kensington, Lh•erpool, 
and every kindness, every comfort, by the 
Doctor, his lady and family, were shewn to 
me. We walkeclon to Mount Vernon chapel, 
where a few friends were assembled;· and, 
after a time, the wings of'love, and spiritual 
discovel'ies of a living faith, helped me to pass 
through the service with some happy, holy,, 
and delightful feelings. The brethren Mr. 
Jones and Mr. Jager providentially helped· 
me on my way; and this morning, in my 
prayers tu our Covenant Triune God, !
without previous meditation-honestly, ear
nestly, and affectionately prayed I .might 
visit Liverpool again, and be my Lord's· 
messenger to gather up the wandering tribes 
of His Israel. Mr. Popham, minister ot 
Shaw street, is said to be a good, God-fearing 
man, and enters trut.hfully into the Word. 
But he cannot gather many. Mr. Scott is 
likely to have a new chapel. May the Lord's· 
Spirit guide and bless them all-so prays one 
whose soul yearns over-the many, very many 
thousands in Liverpool. 

WIGAN, Saturday morning, May 8, 1875. 
-If all the wor)d is to be converted to the 
faith of Christ's Gospel, then the condition of 
the people who dwell in these gigantic 
manufacturing district.• tell me loudly there 
is yet a mighty work to be done; and if it 
were God's will and purpose to shew it to me. 
old as I am, no man on this earth would more 
willingly enter upon the work of preaching. 
ia every one of these smoke-perfumed cities 
the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ. But 
the Book tells us, the history of the world 
shews us, the state of the Cnurch declares, 
the experience of nil true Christians con firm 
the faet, that our God, by the Gospel, is 
visiting the Gentiles, to tnke out of them 
a people for His name. Who sends llevi
valists to convert the masse•? I cannol tell. 
I am now goin(l, if our Father will, to Hol
linwood, fo1• three services the1·e. May the 
Comforter prepare me for, and prosper me in,. 
the work. Amen, 

HOLLINWOOD, ,NEAR OLDHAM.-Our 
Jireh chap,·! Sunday srhool sermons were 
preached, Sunday, May 9, 1875, by C. W. 
Banks. We had our Jireh wtll filled up. 
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nnd our collection• amounted to nearly £16, I little it has to Lutheranism, nn<I thnt prevents 
the best 811mlny school collection we hRve ever a very general return of A ngli,•ans to the 
hnd, We thnnk nil friends who kindly came , bosom of the Church. It is hni·<lly tno much 
to encourage us. to say that no g1·eater heresiarch than .John 

(M01·e of tlle Nm•l/1 next month.) Calvin ha.sever appeared, or a more daring, 
subtle, adroit, or succes,fu! ~nemy of tiie 
Church."-TJIE TABLET. IP SW IC H.-Zoar chapel. On Good 

Fridny we had our nnnual tea meeting, 
This year we went a little out of our usual 
course. The la<lie• very kindly provided the 
tea and gave all the proceeds to the cause. 
A goodly num her sat down, exceeding our 
anticipations, but all were amply supplied, 
The evening service was commenced by 
singing. Brother llfowle, from Mellis, led 
our devotions at the throne of grace. The 
speakers and subjects were: 1, Mr. Marling 
(the minister of the place)-" Christ at 
Gethsemane; " 2, Mr. Last-" Christ in 
Pilate's Hall;" 3, Mr. J. Andrews, of 
Stonham Parva,-" Christ on Calvary; " 
4, Mr. Houghton-" Christ in the Sepul
chre." We felt it to be seasonable, solemn, 
profitable and encouraging, and believe that 
Christ was not only at Gethsemane, &c., as 
His Church's Head and Representative, but 
also present with His dear people at Zoar, 
unto whom He is as a "bundle of myrrh." 
On the following Lord's-day Mr. R. E. 
Sears, of Laxfield, preached three sermons 
to crowde,I congregations. The Word 
preached was enjoyed, and we hope some 
lasting good will be the result, to the glory of 
our Covenant God. The Sabbath following, 
viz., April 4, was also a day to be long 
remembered, In themorning,afterasermon 
upon Romans vi. 4, five believers were im
mersed in the name of the Holy Trinity. 
One of them wa~ Mr. Morling, our brother; 
two others were man and wife; and, remark
able to say, all were teachers in the Sabbath 
school. Thev were publicly received in to 
<'Ommunion in the afternoon, before many 
witnesses, and in the evening a sermon was 
pre!lched specially to them, grounded upon 
Heh. xiii. 5, with a view to encourage and 
fol'tify their minds. We expect to receive 
five or six more next month, Others are 
enquiring their way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward. Now unto the King immortal, 
the great, honourable, blessed and only Head 
of the Church militant and glorified, we 
desire to ascribe power, and riehes, nnd 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing. Amen. 

CALVIN v. ROME.-!l'he following 
remarknhle te~timony of a Romish news
paper is well worth the thoughtful considera
tion of Christian people:-" It cannot be 
denied Calvin wns the great man ot the 
Protestant rebellion. But for him, Luther's 
movement would, proi,ably, have died out 
with himself and associates, Calvin organised 
it, .'l'ave it form and consistency, and his 
spirit hassustnined it to this day. If Luther 
preceded him, it is still by his name, rather 
than Luther's, that the rebellion should be 
called, and the only form of Protestantism 
that still shews any sign of life nod vigour is 
unquestionably Cnh·inism. It is Calvinism 
that sustnias Methodism, thnt gives what 

A SHORT NOTTCE OF THE UFE AND 
DEATH OF MRS. M. SOUTHON. 
Died Tuesday, August 4, 1874, at Five 

Oak Green, Kent, m,v dear mother, Mrs. 
Maria Southon. She wa.s horn August 31, 
1789, at Otham, Kent. Whrn a young 
woman she fell in with Uni1arian notions; 
joined that sect, and was ve,·y zeabus in 
keeping the law, which she decla1·erl she 
could do as well as any. ~he was partfol to 
the 119th Psnlm, a.< that said so much about 
the law, statutes and commandments. But 
while reading it (as I have heard her describe 
her experience), all aton<'e God"s light shone 
into her heart, and she could roly rompare 
the effect to " being shatteretl into a thou
sand pieces." She saw hersplf a poor vile 
sinner. She had great tPmporal trials about 
this time. Her mother dyioµ- and her father 
marrying again, she wns not waote<I at 
home. For a time she taught sell< ol for a 
living. A prole«ed friend-a Unitarian 
minister-defrauded her of furniture, &c., 
left by her mother. But her Father in 
heaven appeared to her in trou hie, and at a 
well-remembered spot ( Smarrlen bridg·e) 
gave her a promise that she sboulcl never 
want; and she showed her faith in that 
gracious promi~e by often out of her (at times) 
small income freely ministering to the wants 
offellow-creatm·es around her. 

Joining the Particular Baptist•, she firmly 
maintained the doctrines of God's so,·ereig-nty 
and salvation all of grace, and loved to ·hear 
bold defenders of the truth like James Wel!R 
and Jolin Foreman, of Loudon, and such 
she would welcome to her house. When 
James Osbourne, author of the " Building 
of Mercy," &c., from the Southern States of· 
America, ,·isited En!!land, she lu,d the plea
sure of entertaining him to dine. She was 
a member of Matfield green chapel. Occa
sionally she bad preaching in her house. 
Some of her letters to sons in America were 
(ifthewriter may judge) well worth printinµ-, 
for the sound doct1·ine therein. One sentence 
remembered was, "0 the blessedness of 
being established in the truth and living by 
faith upon our beloved Jesus." 

She was a widow nearly thirty years. 
The last few years of hel' life were spent 
mostly in berl, being very weakly in body; 
hut her waking hours were much occupied 
in searching the S<'riptnres, and rending 
sermons and communications bv lovers of 
the truth. She was not nllowed to depart this. 
life without grappling hard with the adversary. 
About four days before she died she told a 
friend it seemed as ii he would tear hel' to 
pieces. But this comfort we_ have-that 
while her poor worn-ou_t. b~d-! 1s nt rest, we 
believe her ransomed spmt 1s m the presence 
of the Saviour who lored her, and that she 
now sings the new and e,·erlasting song,--
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11 \'V1 fc•'i,1, n1otbcr·s, widow'~ tears, 
Ofr, Oimm'd those c~·rs hc1ow; 

P'or mor1~ 1h:m fonr~rnrr. Y<'ar!'. 
SllP i,1.har'd earth's chanS'e and woe. 

Thrnngh tribulation great 
She• tonnrl lbc parbway led; 

Yr1 1 hi:-: hn~ made more ~we-et 
Gori'~ ""ord. on which ~he fed. 

A011d thongh t.be cm·se fnr ~In 
In I nrn C"HCh jo~.,. wonld hlight, 

Trnr p<'=IC<" wa~ her'i:; in Hirn, 
,v110 gh·cth son~ at night. 

I!l J csu~ Ch ri~t 11rc:-:erv'd, 
An<l C'all'd and Sa'f'C'd h\' Q'l"ACe

Thc>:-:(• were the the-mP.s sllc lov'd, 
'l'bl'~c Lnn'd her song of praise. 

Tbf' poor 1·rmrmher'd here, 
And :-:ooth'd in w:mt or pain, 

Wi1 h frknd:s. may drop a tear, 
But death to her w;ts gitin." 

CALEB SOUTHON. 
Wicklow, N. C. Canada. 

PLY~JOUTH.-Corpus Christie chapel, 
·Stonehouse. Celebration of second anui
''ersary of Mr. F. Collin,'s ministry at 
Corpus Christie chapel was Wcrlnesday, April 
14, in T,•mperance hall, Plymouth. About 
200 friend, touk tea, the tables beiug- presided 
0\1er b_v our ~i-iter3 Cllllin.;;, ~ladock, Henta.
ford, Hanrlford, Crowl, Smart, MurrPy; 
Miss l\larten, Goodyear, Roe, Whitmarsh 
Simmoud,, and Ea.,;;,terbrook; whose sei-vice~ 
gal'e satisfaction to all. Public meeting 
was c pe11ed by singing · 

• 4.-'\,:w-ake, my soul. in joyful la.ye." 

Brother Rider eng-aged in prayer. Mr. 
Colliu,. who presitleJ, ::dtlressed the meeting, 
obserd11ir his note for lhe occasion was 
" Praise to God : ,, " Let us come before His 
pre~euce with thank!'oµ;h•ing; ,, remarking 
for !Jim-elf, there were manv reasons for 
suprPmP and rontinUOUSj!:ra1itu1le aud praise; 
for qui .. kenin:r grace; for being call,d of 
God to the hououralile and arduous lahours 
of tue miuistJ•y of the e,•erlastiug Gospel; 
for sustainin:r grace, and all needful sup
plies, during the tweut_\"-fi,•e years he bad 
beeu iu the work. Al,ont six years be 
laboured in Greenwich; Jcur years in Col
che.ster and Suffolk; thirteen years in Howe 
street chapel, PJyruouth; nnd for the lw;t 
two years iu Corpus Christie chapel, 8tone
bouse. At the end of these twenty-five 
years be could bear a willing and l!'l"atelul 
testimonv to the faitbfulae.~s of God who 
had call;d !Jim to the work in gh•ing him 
all needful supplies, both temporal and 
ministel'iul, nccording to His •vmd of promise 
given him before he entered upon the work. 
.And nuw, hal'ing arrived at the top of the 
25rh bill of ministerial eliffic,ulty, he earnestly 
soliciled the prayers of all his friends and 
the friends of Jesus, that bis future labours 
may be uhundantl.v bles-,ed of God, in the 
calling- of si11ners to repentnnce, and in the 
edification of them that believe. Mr. Wale, 
of 'I'r-iuit_,, drn1,el, then nddres.sed the. meeting 
in Lis effi,·ieut manner. Mr. Dickinson, 
of Mount Zion chapel, Devonport (•ucces•or 
u,Mr.VauJ.\fom), and Mr Jasper,of Ebenezer 
~hapel, Stonehouse, also addressed the meet
mg. Both expressed their cordial good wishes 

fo1• the prosperity of the pastor and people of 
Corpus Chl'i•tie. The meellllJr wn~ closed 
with prayer and the old, oh] song,-

11 All ho.il the pO\vcr of J esu's name." 

THE LA.TI\ MR. CHIPCHA.SE. 
Mr. Chirchnse departed this lile March 25, 

1875. He wns naturally n very reticent 
man, nnrl it 1s supposed that He wns often in 
reduced circumstances, bn t no oue wn.~ ever 
able to learn the state of his affairs, nnd his 
trials, it is believed, tended to hasten his end. 

He was not engaged in prenc•hing on 
lllar~.h 14 (although his engagements were 
very numerous), but on that night he woke 
up in a fit, and arou•ed his wife by scratching 
v1olently on the wall. She a•ked him what 
wns the matter, but could obtain nothing 
like a snl•isfactory answer from him ; and he 
remained in this unconscious •tnte for the 
greater part, if not the whole, of the ten days 
whidt he •nr1•ived. 

But although his condition prevented him 
from giving any verhal stat,ment as to bis 
feelings, by signs be made it clenl' how happy 
and prepared he was for the change. No 
one came to see him, except I\Ir. Mortar 
(and this after some days had passed), who, 
seeing the need of the family, Jrave the wife 
a sove!'eign. He called again on Good 
Frida:,, anrl found the lifeless body, which 
had been lying for thirty-six hours without 
being put into the coffin, on account of there 
not beinJr a penny in the house. He gave the 
widow £5, which paid the expenses of the 
funeral. 

C:ollections have been made at Epping 
llfol'd, Orpington, Windsor, Richmond, and 
other places where he supplied, on behalf of 
this needy case; and it is hoped in this way to 
raise n sum to 11-ive the wirlow a start. 

The d•parterl wa• a great readel', and con
sequently had his mind well stored. He was 
an acceptable supply, and, we believe, the 
meam of doing good. W. B. 

TESTIMONIES OF TRUE WITNESSES. 
[We receive the unbin.••ed thoughts of 

good men. They will do no harm, One 
says:-] 

" What a singular age we live in ! What 
a strauge world of Armiuinn error is now 
rolling over us! I have been accustomed 
to say, for half a century past,-

' True reltglon·s more t-han notion: 
Something must bB known and telt.' 

Now, however, the people are told not to 
regard feelinir, but simply to believe, and 
thi•, one of the party at the Agricultural 
Hall said, ' they are doing in a business-like 
manner.' Can real permanent irood result 
from •uch teaching? What an ignoramus 
glol'iou• John Bunyan must hove been to 
hove taken bis pilgrim such a 1·oundnbout 
way to the cross ; for letting him flounder 
about in the slough of de•pond, instead of 
making him 'jump right over it' into the 
'nrmA of Jesus.' 'rhe more I bear of 
Moody's talk, the strong-.r m·y love for the 
theology taught by Christ and the Apostlea 
becomes." T. J. MESSER. 
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HAYES TABERNACLE. 
RISE AND PROGRESS OF 'IHK SUNDAY 

SCHOOL,- HELOVED FRIENDS, - It is 
with henrtlelt gratitudP. nnd thankfulness 
to our Uod we give this first report of our 
Sabbath school; it is to the Lord alone we 
/eel lmlebted, Jor all blessings come lrom 
Him. He has said, "Without Me ye can 
do nothing." 

In February, 1871, through the kind provi
dence ol ou1· Uod, our beloved pastor, R. C. 
Hardens, came among us; at that time we 
had no school. Very soon after, Mr. Hardens 
expressed u desire that there should be one 
established in connection with the Tabernacle, 
seeing so man~· children running the roads, 
payiug no attention to the ISabbath. Feeling 
assured that our God would do His own 
will, we waited secretly in prayer upon 
Him, whose name jg "Wonderful," for 
guidance and protection in so important a 
step. 

In August, 11171, our kind friend and 
sister, l\hs. Wild, said to Mrs. Barden•, "If 
we can succeed in getting a room, will you 
engage to teach with me 1" IShe kindly 
assented. 'l'bis was the first open step ; the 
next was to find a room. lt is w1-itten, 
"Jebovah-Jireh," the Lord will provide. 
And so He did; for it was revealed to the 
mind of one of our friends that there was a 
small l'OOm at Wood End Green, belonging 
to Mr. J. Baldwin, that probably might be 
rented; we, consequently, made application. 
Mr. and Mrs. lialuwin very kindly assented 
to let us have it rent free. The friends then 
considered it right to have a public meeting, 
the proceedings of which are these,-

At a rueet.iug in the 'l'abernacle on Sept. 
6, 1871, to cousider whnt steps should be 
taken regarding the formation of a Sunday 
school, iu counection with the above place ot 
worship. Alter tea was partaken of by eleven 
friends, viz., Mr. and !lll's. Wild, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bartlens, MLsses Wild, .Mr. John 
Gregory, Mrs. Baltlwin, Mrs. Arlitlge, l\lis• 
Stantleu, and .Mr. R. Rayner, after which 
our frieuds Mr. and Mrs. Davies joined us. 
The metting was commenced by our pastor, 
Mr. liardeus, giving out a hymn, reading a 
portion ol Goll's Word, and pmyiug. 

The fa-st proposition was made by our 
friend Mr. Willi, seconded by our lriend Mr. 
Davies, supported ·by Mr. Gregory, and 
carried unnnimously, 'fhat there be n ISunday 
school formed in connection with the cause 
at the '1'allernacle. 

'l'he second proposition was moved by Mr. 
Wild, secoudetl by l\fr. Davies, '!'hat the 
school lie held in the room ot 1111'. llaldwin, 
at Wood End Green, and was carried 
unanimously. 

Afterwnrds it was token into consideration 
which woul<l be the best way for misiug the 
funds for the commencement of the same. 
.Mr. Wild then said ho would give nil the 
fo1·ms required, and £1; Mrs. Baldwin, I0s.; 
Mr. J. O,·egory, IOs.; M1·s. Arlid11·e, IOs.; 
Mr. aud Mrs. Davies, IOs.; lllr. R. Uayner, 
10s.; which amounted to £3 10s. 

Then it was proposed by Mr. Wild, and 
seconded by Mr. Davies, and carried by all 

present, thBt. Mr. Bardens and Mr. Gregory 
net for the time as treasurer and secretary 
respectively. It was then decided that th; 
ladies pr~•ent act a• a. committee, viz., 
Mrs. Wild, Mrs. Davies, l\fr•. Barclens 
Mrs. Baldwin, Mrs. Arli,lge, Misses Wild; 
Mi.,s Standeu, with power to add to their 
number, for the purpose ol canvas.•ing fnnrl,i 
and children, and that a meeting be heltJ on 
Fl'iday week to give their report; also that 
Mr. Wild, Mr. Barden•, anll Mr. Gregory 
should superintend getting the room in 
order. The meeting was brought to a close 
by singing and prayer. 

On .September 15 our friends brought in 
a good 1·eport, and it was then decided to 
commence the first Sunday in Octobel', 1871. 
Accordingly we commenced with fourteen 
teachers, our average number of children 
for that month being sixty, for which we 
felt thankful to our God, whom we desire to 
ierve. 

There were but two among them that 
bad ever been io a Sunday school before. 
l t was not our ohject to take them from any 
other place. We commenced with "Who 
can tell?" and we have been stren,.thened to 
continue to the present time. Our.school he
iran to increase, and continued to do so. The 
average for t;ept. 1872, was morninu-, I 13; 
aflL'rnoon, 133. Sept. 1873, morning, 130; 
alternoon, 155. Sept. I8i4, morniug·, 130; 
alternoon, 170. The numbers will speak 
for themselves, We believe that if we bad 
strength and room it might be increa•ed 
to double that number. Our beloved friends, 
the teachers in the school, have laboured 
hard, and we are sure the Lord will not 
forget their work of faith and labour of 
love. It bns been hard work for those 1,ho 
have had the interest of the institution at 
heart. Our children have been well cared 
for in every sense. \Ve hn,·e hail our con
f!iPts and s01-ro1,s, opposition and trials of 
various kinds; but we have felt that trials 
make the promise sweet, allll f!h.-e new life 
to prayer. In the end they have proved to 
be lor our good ; for what can harm yo,1 ii 
ye he followers of that which is guod l And 
whatsoever thy band findeth to do, do it 
with all thy might. 

,ve soon found our room was too s;mnH. 
~·e had frequently in the anernoon more 
than one hundred children and sixteen 
teachers, some ol the dear children being 
obliged to be outside the door. The room 
would not comfortably seat above hall that 
number, the size heing· nineteen foet by 
eleven feet. 0111· tl,onghts were much ex
ercised about it; but ag:nin we have to record 
the mercy ol our llod in making a way tor 
us. On the 14th of February, ll!H, our 
bl'Other and sister Wild itnited a few friends 
to spend a day at their house. It was on the 
dny of the lunel'UI of our_ bl'other ~fr. 
J,'oreman. Dudng the evenrng the suhJect 
of new s<.•hool rooms was intro,1ueed. nnu our 
kind friends foll in with it. J\h-. aud Mrs. 
Wild Mr. and Mis. Baldwin, aod Mr. 
John' G1·egory premised £5 each. 

Aller the service on the 10th of the same 
month we held II meeting, and seven! friends 
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promi!led to give, and tl,ey bavedone it nobly. 
On the 151h ol March our brother John 
Greirory sent out notice for tenders. Ou 
the 22,ul, Mr. Eider's (.'ontract was a<.'cepted 
for £170, whicl1 atterwarus, with alterations, 
amounted to £2Hl 15s. 9.t. ; bricks and sand, 
£44 5,. 3d. ; suudries, £3 13s. Total, 
£267 14•. 

Our s<.'hool rooms were pu_blicly opened on 
Wednesday, August 13, 11:172. Our brother 
Mr. Stringer preached in the afternoon. 
After the tea allou t 50 lbs. of good cake was 
given to the children by the friends. The 
children sang some sweet pieces. At the 
i!Vening nu•e1ing the chair was taken by 
.Mr. lt. J\I iuton, who introduced the business 
of the meeting· in a kind address, regretting 
illness had detained llir. Mote from occu
pying the chair. Mr. Mote, however, made 
an ctfort to g·et there, and succeeded, and 
pleaded tor the cause. Brethren Barueus, 
Banks, Bennett, Collins, aud Ponsford ad

·dressed the meeting. 
Soon after the formation of the school, we 

saw one ~Teat e,·il connected with the chil
dren, that was, spending money on Sunday. 
Our kind friend, Mrs Wild, went to 
some of the shops anJ ,-.sked them nut to 
supply the children with sweets on Sundays, 
but tlJey would not listen to her. We then 
told tl,e chiidren that if they would bring 
their pence to thdr teachers to take care ot; 
we would g·i,·e them a penny for every 
shilling they sa,·ed. They very cheerlully 
acceded to it, the result of which was, 
that the money sl\ved amounted to .£28 
16s. Sd. the first year; £47 13s. l0¼d. the 
second year; £7 l l:/,s. 4½-d. the third yea1·. 
This fond has proved very beneficial to the 
children and their pai·ents. The children 
have much improved both in their morals 
and general appearance. We have, in 
humble dependence on the Lord's blessing, 
endeavoured to impress upon their young 
and tender minds the importance of paying 
an especial regard to tbe Sabbath. Tracts 
have l,een distrilluted, and every meaus em
ployed to that efiect. 

A prayer meeting has been held the \ast 
Lo1·d's day in every month alter the evenmg 
sel'\'ice, with a fervent hope that the Lord 
may bless the Word taught, and that the 
6CE:d may fall into prepared ground, and 
bring forth fruit to His praise and glo1·y, 
ever cl,eered IJy the gracious encouragement, 
"In tlie moruiu~ sow thy seed, and in the 
i!Veniug withhold not thine hand, for thou 
kuowest not whetuer s1111.ll prosper either 
this or that, or whetber they both shall be 
•alike good." 

Now concerning the funds of the school, 
our fri~uds ltave acted upon the principle 
laid down in Gou's Word, that it is" more 
ble.;,sed lo give than to receive;" and know
ing also that they who so.V.: sparingly shall 
reap spariu 11 1y. .liut our friends have done 
it because t!J~y love the object, aud feel that 
it is tor tLe glury ol Gud. There has been 
a great quantity ol clotl,ing, a vast number 
ot .Bible. aud books, tracts, and so forth, 
'Civen. We saiu belore that the friends had 
.given nollly. '.l'he figures will shew it. 

The expenditure for the three years, £100 
15s. 11½<1,; money receive,!, £99 0s. 8½d.; 
balance due to the h·ensurer, .£L 15s. 3d. 

The amount has been g·ivcn principally 
in donations. We bnve had an nununl col
lection. The first, in October, 187l, was 
£2 ~- ; 1872, £5 7s. Sil. ; 1873, £3 7s. 9d. 
:September 16, balance from anniversary of 
opening, ,£4 l0s. 8d. On Februnry. 10, 
18i5, Mr. Shirley, of London, kindly came 
down from the Sunday School Union and 
ga,•e a leatnre to the school without charge. 
Amount realised £2 7s. 6. January 16 
1874, our brother C. Harl"is, of Mount Zion: 
Hill street, London, came down and gnve us 
a lecture, free of chnrg!l, for which we felt 
thankful. Amount realised £1 7s. 4d. 

Th!!re bas been a great many Bibles, 
Denham's Hymns, Gems of ~ong, and 
clothing given, not included. Many chil
dren have left, some having gone to distant 
lands and others to service. We have, on 
their leavinl\", given them books. 

Our min1Ster has vi.ited three on their 
death-bed. The first, a little girl, about 
thirteen years of age. She was very anxious 
for him to come and to hear him read and 
speak of Jesus. There was hope in her death. 
'.l"he second was a little boy, about six years 
old. He was very ill. We did not know it. 
The dear little boy kept saying to his mother 
he wanted to see Mr . .Bardens. He was sent 
for and he went. He seemed so pleased, and 
said he bad been singing, "Little children, 
praise the Saviour.'' After staying a little 
while with him, and promising to call again 
the next day, just as Mr. Bardens was going 
out of the room, the little fellow lay down, 
and his spirit went home to be with his God. 
The Inst was a little girl, nine years of age, 
whom Mr . .Bardens also visited several times. 
She appeared at the last to be very 
comfortable. She repeated m·any portions 
of God's Word, and many little hymns that 
she had learnt in the Sabbath school. We 
believe she passed away into that glorious 
world of spirits, for ever to be with her 
Lord. 0 the wondrous love of Jesus that 
moved Him to say, "Suffer little children 
to come unto Me, and forbid them not, for 
of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

.Beloved friends, we feel that these bless
ings are more than a match for all trials 
connected with our labours. The teachers 
and children in the school cheerfully sub
scribed to help in the expense of the tuneral. 
The fkst to the undertaker, £1 8s.; second, 
doctor, 14s. ; third, 17s. 

Dear friends, we think and hope that 
these statements will call forth feelings of 
sympathy, compassion, and gratitude to 
our God, who bath so mercifully helped us 
by enabling us to stand, and having done 
aU, to stand. We take this oppm'tunity of 
most sincerely thaukiug those friends who 
specially think of us, and have helped us, 
and we hope will yet do so. 

We need labourers, and would to God 
many may be inclined lo turn in with us, 
considering the iujunclion, '• Work while it 
is called day, fo1• when the night cometh no 
man can work." May tbe Lord give 
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you grnce to do it, nnd He shall have all the 
-glory. "Now the God of fence, that 
brought again from the dea our Lord 
.Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood ol the everlasting cove
nant, m11ke you perfect in every good work 
to do His will, working in you tbet which 
is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus 
Chr~t, to whom be glory for ever. Amen." 

ON THE SURREY HILLS. 
Farnham, Feb. 22, 1875. At Waterloo 

<took ticket for the pure end pleasant city of 
Farnham; from thence to Hungry hill, if 
preserving mercy attend me. Physically, 
not well; sr,iritually, mind wandering. One 
·thing is c ear to me-real religion is the 
greatest secret, the deepest mystery, the 
.most profound matter among the sons of 
-men. You may divi,le the large family of 
.mankind into several branches:-

1. The great majority care nothing about 
religion, while mauy revile it, and openly 
deny it. 

2. The professing communities are nu
merous; much divided; each one believing 
he is right and all the others wrong. 

3. There is a remnant according to the 
election ol grace. To find these 011 t as 
·God's mouth, to feed and encourage their 
souls by preaching and by the press is all I 
.am living for: how much longer, my Saviour 
-Immanuel-God with us, alone can tell. 

Yesterday (Sunday, Feb. 21) preached 
twice. No soul-enjoyment; but, though ill, 
-strength enough to get gently on to the 
-end. 

Guildford, Feb. 23, 1875. At Farnham 
Station, yesterday afternoon, brother Stacey 
met me. We trotted to Rock cottage. Our 
useful deacon, Geo. Keen, walked with us to 
the pretty scene of quietude and content
ment; and most mercitully did the Lord deal 
with us; there was a welcome and a worthy 
.provision. We ell climbed the Upper Hele 
-0n to Bethel chapel, Hungry hill : -
.A blessed Bethel to many it has been; 
The Gospel way a holy faith has seen; 
A Drake, a Nobbe, and others, as God's 

mouth, 
Have breathed forth sweet gales from the 

south. 
-Large loads of sorrow have been rolled away; 
A lively hope of a much brighter day 
To seekers after God has been revealed, 
.And some cnn say, "My pardon there was 

sealed." 
Service last evening commenced by brother 

·Geo. Wells reading-
" Cbalo"d to His throne a volume lie•, 

With nil the !ates ol men; 
With cv'ry angel's form and size 

Drawn by tll' Eternal Pen." 
He poured out a solemn petition. For one 
hour nod a quarter, speaking of grace, I went 

--011. A. few verse•, and down the hill to the 
Guild.ford road we speeded our way. This 
!110rf!tng I deeply feel goodness and mercy 

-1• mme; and as I left the neat and genteel 
borough of Farnham, after speaking of and 
,about Him, and seeing His gentle hand, I 

realised David's spirit in measure, when he 
cried out, " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul and 
ALL that iM within me-blell8 His 1holy 
name." 

Farnham Baptist chapel is not in the 
most prosperous condition. Its minister 
Mr. William Day, is about to leave them'. 
A wide opening will then be made !or a 
workman that has no cause to be ashamed. 
"All things are of God." 

CUCKFIELD, SUSSEX, 
Though an extensive district, with a 

population of close upon eight thousand can 
boaat of but few N onconformi;it causes; and 
these by n_o means popular or successfol. 
The Establishment, however, boasts of its 
elaborate buildings, and High Church Ritual 
and her so-called priests, which may be see~ 
parading the thoroughlare.s in their novel 
and ridiculous attires, foreing upon one's 
mind the idea of relii,.ious mouu tebaoks; and 
but tor the unh~ppy !1old _the clorh is getting 
upon the pubhc mmd, It would excite a 
pleasant drollery; but, alas! it is part of a 
system of education ; and veneration for the 
creatures thus attired is by no means an 
uncommon thing in this dark and unhappy 
district. Yet, here is a Strict Baptist 
Church which for many years bas been 
served by one sincerely attached to the 
doctrines of grace. Manifest power has not 
attended the Word; the people met until 
their meetings became mechanical, and ex
ternal interest almost extin~t: so low in
deed, did affairs become, that the le~ yet 
remaining friends folt that, unless some 
change soon took place, the cause would 
die out. Nay, He who hears and answers 
prayer heard the yearnings of loving hearts 
and made the extremity of His people a~ 
opportunity to exhibit the "power '' which 
is not diminished. Another brother was 
invited to serve, and with him came a revival 
of interest. 1'be chapel now moderately 
fills with attentive hearers, and there arc not 
wanting signs that the iuuer circle, already 
strengthened by an important addition, will 
be enlarged through the marvellous con
descension ol Him who wo1·keth all thin..s 
after the counsel of His own will. The 
faithful uplifting of Christ crucified must be 
attracti~e to the pool' and perishing, whoever 
may gnmsay. 

1'be death of an olil and valued member of 
the ('8Use was noticed a tew Lorol's-davs 
back, a brief account of whose experieoceis 
annexed. It sweetly confh·ms the time
honoured truth that " He tbat keepetb 
Israel neither •lumbers nor sleeps." 

IN MEMORY OF l\IERCY \VRA.TTEN. 

The above was a subject of early converting 
grace. Blessed with a godly father aad 
mother, she was under the influence of 
earlv 1·eligious training, so that at her death 
she bad been walking iu the ways of the 
Lord about sixty years. Twenty-seven years 
ot the latter pa1·t of that time she hat! been a 
membet· of this (Cucktield) Cht1reh, in which 
she ever tell a deep concen1. Although . of 
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late deprived of public attendance here, l1er 
soul ycnrne<i lor t hP peace nnd prosperily of 
this little hill ol Zion. Never a tlnbbath 
passed (wl11le herfnculliesremainerl) without 
makin,r mnny enquiries, evincing the senti
ment of Dn, itl when he penned the 42nd 
Psalm. She often sip;hed that God's house 
was so forsaken ; wishing she were able to 
add one to the number. Many are the 
prayers whirh are registered in heaveu in the 
interest of this cause. 

She was a sin.,ere lover of God's Word ; 
it was her constant companion; large por
tions ofit had been cornmittetl to memory; 
and when latterlv unable to read for herself, 
portions W<'re rear! to her, she would say, I 
know that; !low sweet! how good! or, how 
prerious ! 

There wns nothing of extreme rapture, or 
ecstacy, hut there was e,·er a deep sense ol 
need, :ind a clinging to Christ-her empti
ness and His fulness-her weakness and His 
power-her po .. erty and His riches were 
always airren,hle topi<'s. God's abounding 
,roodness to her often filled her heart toover
fl.owin:z-, as mi~ht he seen by the tears tracing 
each other down her furrowed che,-ks. She 
had her fil\'ourite hymns (which were not a 
few, after sixty years' pemsal), such as 
"Jes:us sou,rht me wh~_n a stranger,'' &c., 
"Oh to grace," fee. · 

A frie111l was reacling a hymn upon the 
Inter,·c-..,ion o1 Christ-" J t·sus pleads aud 
mu<t prernil "-to which she added, "Yes, 
He mu~t prevail." 

On anotllf•r occasion the hvmn wa~" Christ 
the I-lit1in!!-plnce.'' "Nowhere else to hide," 
she s:1id witl1 emplrnsis. 

As already •tated she hacl many favourite 
hymn,; nu,, most frr·quently repeated was 
the 23,d P,alm, Dr. Walls, 8.111. 

No expres ion cnul,1 more fully convey her 
feelinµ-s to snniving Christian friends than 
that of a poor sinner saved by grace. 

SHREWRRuRY, Werlnesday morning, 
Feb 18, 18i5.-ln Claremont Chapel, and 
in Young- J\l(•n's Associn1i •D Room, in the 
!rnrd olu towu of Shrewsbur1·, they have 
allowed me to speak twice this week. Our 
much-P!i-tt errn·d brother Thomas Junes came 
frorn Ilro--Elty to pre~ide la--t €\'C"'ning-, and Wf' 
foun<l l,im as well, as cheerful, as lull of 
intel!iµ-P11ce, and as dedded in tl1e foith as 
e\'e1·. Mr. Lloyd (the ouly mini-ter known 
to r·ont<-nd fur the true faith-its internal 
fruit and its outstanrling ordinances-in tl1is 
aucieur ,-ountry eorpoJ'atiun) i!-o most certainly 
an excellent young mau: there is no fi•nr 
about hi, usefulnes.-, could he ha,·e a good 
clrnp..J. The Foresters' Hall some o11ect to; 
but it all "ho can appreciate a l!enuine and 
Louest minist.r1· woul~ he:u·tily band toirethcr 
under Mr. Lloyd·s preaching, they migl1t 
soon h:iv~ a compact house of their own. 
May the Lord gmnt it unto them. Amen. 

THE LATE MR. THOMAS ROWLAND. 
~II<. BAr<KS, - Dear Sir, - No doubt 

you will he ,urpt'ised (and, I nm sure, 
gi·kved) 10 hear that my dear fatl,er is no 
more. He ureathed hia last on Thursday 

morning, April 1, at four o'clock, oiler five 
days' dreadful suffering. Knowmg, ns we 
nil do, how deeply he love,I vou, we, his 
children, venture to dl'Op you a line, to nsk 
you, would you (if you could) come nnd 
bury him, and preach in the evening of the 
same day 1 We have spoken to no one else, 
and anxiously wait your answel'. 'l'he time, 
I know, is very short; but, poor denr, we 
must bury him very soon. Tuesdny, the5th,. 
is decided upon as the dny for interment. 
He passed peacefully awny. When asked, 
was 1t all well with him? he said, "All is 
well" : they were his Inst words. 0, dear 
Mr. Banks, what a father we have lost I 
Mr11. Burtwell, my eldest sister, desires her 
kind love. No doubt yon remember her. 
l'Jea•e accept ours also. I have not men
tioned his name,-Thomns Rowlnml, of West 
street, Coggeshall; and one who loved ydu 
well and long. Please pardon nil errors. 

Yours very truly, 
MRS, STURGEON 

(formerly Priscilln Rowland), 
West street, Coggeshall, Essex, 

April 2, 1875. 
[We shall (D. V.) give his life, &c.] 

HADLOW.-Our Baptistry hns been 
opened for the immersion of a follower or· 
our Lord and Master. Mr. Beddow (who• 
baptized) is a devoted, sound, and unflinching 
young minister. We heard him with plea
sure. May the Lord bless him, and make 
him as an iron pillnr in the house of the·
Lord, to stand forth for the truth and. 
notliing but the truth, prays 

F. BA.Nl'IELD. 
April 15, 1875. 

M A Y F O RD C H A P EL, NEAR 
WOKING.-An appeal is made to nil who• 
can help on behall of this cause. The truth
as it is in Christ has been proclaimed for mnny 
years to saint and sinner. 'l'be Church, 
however,issmall, and wefind,nltho11gh helped 
by friends attending, we must ser•k further 
aid. The chnpel having been closed n few 
8abbaths (during which we have worshipped 
in a cottage), and asitcan now be re-opened, 
it is proposed to have it painted ntul put in 
rPpair. 'l'his will require about £10. Friends 
whose hearts may be disposed towards us, 
and moved by the Lord to help in om· time of 
need, may forward subscriptions to Mr. C. W. 
Bank•, 9, Banhury road, South Hn• kney; 
Mr .. C. Cobhett, MHytord chnpel, near 
Wokmg: and Mr. E. P. Brown, 70, Geneva 
road, East Brixton; all ot which shall be 
acknowledged in EARTHEN VESSEL, 

On tbo morning of Moy 20tb, TIIOMAS CUEl!Jt 
AUSTIN, aged :i3, 1he lasL surviving t-Oll of 'l'bos. 
and 1~11zabelb Austin, of Frampton House, 
8011th Hackney, deparrcd tbl• ltfc. HI• cnct wos 
pc•ace; hhs trust on Chrl~t alone. He leaves a 
wile and one cblld. My•t<•rlou• are tile way& 
ol God; lmt Ho doetb alt thing• well, 

"May we adore the Ju,tlco too 
TJ1.1,t strikes our comforta dead." 



ciairdt in tgt ~Itirtntg Jjour; 
0 R, FA C T S FROM L IF E AND DE AT H. 

BY W. WINTERS, WALTHAM ABBEY. 

A MORE wonderful and genuine case of soul conversion to God (in 
the last stage of life) is rarely to be found in the present day, 

than the one noted in these pages. And it is .to be hoped that it will, 
under the blessing of God, prove helpful to the pilgrims of Zion in their 
work and labour of love. We are all aware that death is solemn under 
any form or aspect, and " death-bed repentance " is not always the most 
trustworthy, as death is not always apprehended by its victim to be so 
near as it frequently is. God alone through Christ by the Holy Ghost 
"worketh repentance not to be repented of" (2 Cor. vii. 10), and to the 
children of God who sometimes forget the dying nature of all things 
below are the words addressed-" Watch therefore : for ye know not 
what ~our your Lord doth come" (Matt. xxiv. 42). There are seasons 
even in the Christian's experience when he is tempted to put off the 
thoughts of a dying day, having a latent belief that he shall be better 
prepared for the event when it comes ; this however will be so, but not 
in the way he imagines, for :flesh is flesh, and will not be altered till the 
resurrection morn. God will give strength according to the day, and 
"dying grace will be given in dying times." The fear of death in the 
Christian not unfrequently arises from the knowledge he has of the 
deserts his sins have merited. But God ever has been, and ever will be 
to him "better than all his fears." For such an one are the words of 
comfort prepared. (See John xiv. l; Heb. ii. 14, 15; 1 John iii. 20). 
Also such will say in substance at last,-

" J esns the vision of Thy face 
Hath overpowering charms ; 

Scarce shall I feel death's cold embrace, 
If Christ be in my arms. 

Then while ye hear my heart-strings break, 
How sweet the minutes roll! 

.A mortal paleness on my cheek, 
And glory in my soul." 

An old divine used to say, " Don't tell me how a man died, tell me how 
he lived ! " But as there is no rule without an exception, so in the case 
before us. A poor man, well known to the writer from his youth up, 
has just been snatched as a brand from the eternal burning, by the 
sovereign, distinguishing grace of God, and carried right home to glory, 
like the dying thief, almost without the use of external means or of any 
dead works of the creature whereof to boast. He had lived a life of 
habitual profanity, regardless of the Lord's-day, and having hardly ever 
heard the sound of the Gospel, except when he was engaged in can-ying 
the body of another to the cemetery. But methinks no truly changed 
character will conscientiously take a licence from this and say " let us sin 
that grace may abound," nay, "God forbid." 

VoL. XXXI. JULY, 1875.] o 
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A few yea1·s ago the Lord was pleased to call to himself a dear child 
of elewn years, the son of this poor man. This child had doubtless often 
seen the father in a state of inebriation,· and silently grieved on account 
of it. As the child grew near its end, and as the throes of death were 
rampant, the father stood by the dying bed, and was moved to tears as 
he heard from those pale lips words that were never·to be entirely for
gotten by him. Just before the child closed its eyes in death, it stretched 
forth its withered hands, and, in the attitude of prayer, cried fervently 
for Jesus to have mercy on his " drunken father ;" this made an impres
sion which at the time was almost too much to be borne. However, sin 
is a hardening thing, when all was over, the father returned to his old 
habits and companions, and for five long years lived without God and 
without hope in the world, till a few weeks since he was arrested by the 
cold grim hands of death. He was seized very suddenly with a kind of 
fit, which he apprehended as being fatal, but appeared in no way concerned 
about his soul. A week of pain passed on, and as he gradually began to 
sink to death he became seriously alarmed at his danger as a sinner before 
God. 

A Christian friend called in to see him, hearing that he was very ill, 
and having asked how he felt, he replied, with quivering lips, "I thought 
I was going, but don't know where I am going;" meaning that he did 
not know whether it would be to heaven or to hell. As light broke in 
upon His mind, his desires increased, and he cried out in almost a state 
of pbrensy, "I know where I deserve to go." At this juncture one of 
the sorrowing company present ignorantly said ( calling him by his 
name)," Why, don't trouble yourself so, you have never done anybody 
any harm." On hearing this he hastily stretched out his hands, and 
with all the dying strength he had, said, " Don't talk so, I have been 
doing wrong all my life." A Christian friend at once said, "Do you 
think that if you don't go to hell it will be of G_od's mercy ? " With 
tearful eyes and trembling lips he.replied, "It will be. all mercy, mercy, 
mercy." He then expressed a very great desire to read the Bible, a 
thing he had not done for years. A kind friend brought- an old Bible 
to him, but his eyes so rapidly filled with water that he could not see to 
read it, yet there was such an anxiousness in his looks and fervency in 
his manner, that one could easily discern the urgency of his case; and 
how his spirit yearned to 

" Read its title clear 
To mansions in the skies." 

And not until he had eagerly tried three different-sized Bibles, and two 
pairs of spectacles, did he give up the search without accomplishing his 
desire. Failing in this, he expressed a wish for some one to read to 
him. The curate came and read the lessons " For the Visitation of the 
Sick " but this appeared of little help. The poor dying man said, with 
great earnestness and reverence, that "no minister could save his soul;" 
" Christ must save him, or he should never be saved." Here we add,-

" None but Jesus, none but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good." 

Through the whole of the day (Sunday) bef~re he died _he ~as 
agonising in prayer for a sense of pardon : nor did he seek m vam. 
It was the life of God in his soul that caused him to cry for mercy, 
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and the love of God in Christ that gave him his soul's desire. What 
cannot God do ? " Is anything too hard for the Lord ? " No ! A 
Mary Magdalene, out of whom were cast seven devils; a Manasseh, 
who made the streets to run down with blood, and sinners more vile than 
eithAr, have found .peace, and why not the subject of this narrative? 

" Not the righteous, 
Sinners Jesus came to call." 

In the evening before he died he desired his wife to read the 
Scriptures to him, when all of a sudden the pains of his body and of 
his mind left him entirely, and peace and joy unutterable followed. A 
Christian woman present, seeing ·the near approach of his dissolution, 
asked him softly if he had anything more on his mind that he wished 
to communicate, when he exclaimed, "On my mind ? no, girl. I am 
quite happy." On being requested to take a little tea to moisten his 
throat, he said, " Come and let us have tea together ; it will be the last 
time on earth." And he gave all present a parting blessing. 

Not long ere his heaven-born spirit took its flight to the realms of 
the blest, his daughter spoke to him of heaven, when he answered in a 
tone of ecstacy, that he "could not tell her half of the beauties of 
heaven." Again, he exclaimed, " 'l'he beauties of the Lamb ! " and to 
his wife he said several times, " Can't you see the beautiful Lamb ? " 
and then, with joy unspeakable and full of glory, his longing soul 
gently passed to the world of light, and 

"There with Jesus now he reigns, 
Sings in pure transporting strains, 
Joins the song of sins forgiven, 
'M:iclst the reigning smiles of heaven." 

HIS FRIENDS AND HIS FOES. 
"Wounded in the house of my friends." 

WE are constantly r-eceiving books, pamphlets, and tracts, written 
to prove that baptism by immersion-or baptism in water, in 

any manner-is contrary to, and unauthorised by, the ministry, the 
mind, and the Spirit of Christ. 

As we watch the movements and read the ministrations of the 
different workers in these times, we see clear enough that, in one way 
or another, all are, directly or indirectly, aiming to cut off the branches, 
to chop down the trunk, and to tear up the roots of that 

LIVING TREE OF DIVINE TRUTH 

which the eternal God brought forth from Himself; which He planted 
in the new and everlasting covenant of grace; which was revealed unto 
the ancient patriarchs and prophets, was clothed in our nature, grew up 
for our righteousness, was cut off for our sins, but sprang up again for 
our justification; is now exalted at the right _hand of the Majesty in 
the heavens; and of which Tree of Life all divinely regenerated 
believers are_ branches, which bear fruit unto His glory. . 

Never before in my life did that Scripture follow me with such force 
as of late:-

" If the foundation be destroyed, 1chat can the r-ighteous do?" 
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God's Church and city bath foundations firm as the throne of heaven. 
By eloquent and erroneous men, these foundations may appear as 
nothing. What then can the righteous do? They cannot go with those 
who build on the sand. They must endure persecution ; they must be 
faithful unto death; they must patiently wait until God arise and set 
them in safety from him that pu:tfeth at them. 

Before He suffered, our Lord gave His own disciples one strong test 
of genuine discipleship, when He said:-

" Ye are My.frunds, if ye do whatsoever I command you." 
The visible test of a loving obedience is followed up by an internal, an 
experimental, a richly consoling and confirming test, when He added:
" Henceforth I call you not servants, for the servant knoweth not what 
his lord doeth; but I have called you friends: for 
"All things that I have heard of My Father, I have made known 

unto you." 
See, the perfection and proof of this union; the living branch receiveth 
life and strength from the vine, and bringeth forth fruit. All that the 
Saviour revealeth in the hearts of His friends, they receive, and believe, 
abide by, and contend for; and, as a rule, it is impossible that they can 
do otherwise. 

My desire is, with the assistance of some excellent brethren, to give 
a few papers, showing that from the apostles' times down to the present, 
some of the r:oblest, most intelligent and devouted disciples of Christ 
haw believed in, and contended for, a baptism_ into water of all who 
have believed with the heart unto righteousness. In that faith they 

"lived and laboured, and were greatly honoured of God. In that faith 
they died, triumphing in all the Saviour had revealed and made known 
unto them. I purpose to notice, distinctly, 

THE SEVEN SECTIONS OF THE ENGLISH BAPTIST CO!l,IMUNITY. 
First.-The Original and Ancient Baptists. 
Secondly.-The Union Baptists. 
Thirdly.-The General Baptists. 
Fourthly.-The Pre-Existerian Baptists. 
Fifthly.-The Gospel Standard Baptists. 
Sixthly.-The Spurgeonic Baptists. 
Seventhly.-The Particular New Testament Baptists. 
If the Lord will strengthen me, if good and truthful men will help 

me, we may produce an amount of evidence-scriptural, experimental, 
biographical, and practical-evidence enough to confirm the faith, and 
excite to obedience the friends of Christ-although their opposers may 
remain unmoved. 

I feel it is time we stand forth in a loving and intelligent defence of 
all we believe to be the revealed will of God as regards the salrntion of 
the Church. I ask for the prayers, the communications of all the 
faithful friends and followers of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
whose, I trust, I am, and whom I desire to serve to the latest moment 
of my life; till then, may I be helped in a small measure to display the 
banner of truth. So prays CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 

9, Banbury Read, South Hackney, 
June, 1875. 
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THE FLOOD OF ERRORS ROLLING IN UPON THIS 
COUNTRY. 

I.-THE REVIVALS AND THE REVIVALISTS. 

"We have not so much as heard whethe,· t 1Jere be any Holy Ghost.''-.\ct~ xix; 2. 

I T pains us much to seem to be out of harmony with any work which 
professes to be of God, particularly when the work assumes the 

magnitude, and enlists such almost universal sympathy, as does the 
present " Revival" in the metropolis. Could we believe that this so
called religious awakening were of God and the work of His Spirit, 
we should hail it with all our heart:-

" Content to be nothing, nothing, 
That Christ may be all in all." 

As far as Messrs. Moody and Sankey and their co-adjutors preach 
Christ, we would bid them God speed ; but we fear that the scriptural 
truth they.preach is fearfully perverted by the large admixture of un
scriptural teaching with which their reported discourses abound. We 
know that the great Apostle of the Gentiles refused to consort with 
men, though professed preachers of the Gospel, who dared even to 
urge such. a slight thing as " circumcision" upon their converts ; he 
tells them that if they do this, Christ shall profit them nothing. And 
he hesitates not to invoke a cleaving curse upon any man, upon him
self, or an angel of heaven, should he dare to preach another Gospel, 
which he says, yet is not another. 

We are not inspired; we invoke no curse; we mount no judgment 
seat. We say again we are sorry to seem out of harmony with the 
Revival movement. It will seem to many narrow, sectarian, cold; will 
cause us, perhaps, to be misjudged, judged harshly of by some whose 
love and kindly judgment we prize, but this may be a necessary part of 
the cross we have to carry. It goes strongly against the grain of our 
natural feelings to stand aloof from a movement in which so many of 
our personal friends are taking part. But we have no alternative. 
Deeper, higher than an, is the duty we owe to God and our own 
consciences, to the cause of truth and to the Lord Jesus Christ. "To 
the law and to the testimony, if they speak not according to these it is 
because there is no light in them,"-(Hebrew, "For them therP is 
no morni1ig.") We trust we know the difference between natural 
religionism and vital godliness; and we ask our readers who, like our
selves, may have followed the Revival movement with watchful eyes and 
anxious attention, what impressions they ha¥e derived from it, and whaL 
are the calm and impartial conclusions to which they have been com
pelled to come ? 

1st. May not the text with which we have headed this article be fitly 
placed in the mouths of the two great Revivalists? We have read 
most of their reported addresses, and have seldom seen the Holy Ghost 
referred to. His work is virtually ignored, or transferred to the 
creature. 

2nd. What is the staple of their discourses? Christ is said to haYe 
don~ Hi_s part, and the persons present are called upon to ~o their~. 
Christ 1s there offering Himself to them all, a.nd beggmg their 
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acceptance of Him. "Christ is here to-night," said the Revivalists, on 
one occasion, "offering Himself to you. What will you do with Him?" 
Is this truth or is it a falsehood? Is it Gospel or is it profanity? Is 
it honouring or d1"shonouring to the dear Redeemer, representing Him 
as standing in the Agricultural Hall, waiting the beck and call of the 
motley multitude who crowded the building? 

" -- 0 be this their shame, 
That they no mol'e revere His name." 

Can men, indeed, who know and love Him, serve Him thus? could 
they so degrade Him ? 

3rd. Is not the characteristic of all the movement highly sensational? 
Five or ten thousand persons assemble in a large hall, each person 
pre,iously prepared for something exciting. Mr. Sankey sings,-

" To the Hall of the Feast.'• 

a beautiful poem, and beautifully sang ; tears are in many eyes ; he 
withdraws; there is a solemn silence; Mr. Moody begins and goes 
through one of his usual addresses; at the close he invites all those 
who are Christians to stand up; they all, or nearly all, stand up at his 
bidding. He tells them to sit down, they sit down. He now bids all 
those who want to be converted to stand up. They all stand up again, 
that is, all those Christ£ans stand up expressive of a desire to be con-
1·ertPd. Christian reader, can you understand this? We cannot. We 
quote from the report in religious newspapers. Many, at Mr. 
Moody's bidding, adjourn to the room for inquirers and seekers. 
There a band of "workers," ministerial and lay-young and old, boys 
and girls, members of the "North London Praying Company," organised 
by the Revivalists, move about, with Bibles under their arms, and 
ask each inquirer if he has accepted or will accept Christ? On 
getting an affirmative reply, the inquirer, who, of course, is now con
verted, is passed into another room, where his name is taken, and, if 
possible, he is established at once in the band of "Christian -workers." 

We forbear comment-comment would be painful to us. But we 
ask our readers and correspondents where, in the acts, preachings and 
mo,ements of the Apostles of our Lord, they find anything akin to 
this? In what sermon or discourse did Paul or Peter "offer Christ?" 
or exhort hearers to accept Christ ? or ask them what they were going 
to do with Christ? or warn their female hearers that· if they did not 
accept Christ then and there, they would have to walk arm-in-arm in 
bell with profligates, adulterers, murderers, and the vilest of the race? 
Oh, no, there is nothing in the good old Book like this; there must be 
some other Bible, surely, some other revelation of which we have never 
heard, and of which we are content to be ignorant; "another Gospel," 
which is not another. No, let the world go after them; we stand aloof, 
if we stand alone. We can have no sympathy with a teaching which 
ignores the work of the Holy Spirit, and degrades the Saviour, the 
Omnipotent Lord of all. NEMO. 

[Our August Number will contain the second of the series, entitled, 
"The Closing Days of Christendom, as Foreshadowed in the Parables 
of our Lord."] 
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'' DIFFERENCES TO BE SUNK" AND "DIFFERENCES 
NOT TO BE SUNK;" 

OR, WHAT IS AN "INCONSISTENT BAPTIST? " 

FOR more than a quarter of a century we have assembled on Lord's
days, and on one evening each week, to hear the preaching of the 

Word. Our managing Huntingtonians are the head, and of course go 
first; we Baptists are the tail, and quietly follow, as is desired. Yet 
are our Supplies Baptists almost to a man. There is no Church, or 
order as such ; there is no baptismal service, for "neither Mr. 
Huntington nor Mr. Chamberlain said they were to be baptized, or they 
admit they should have been so baptized, even as we." There are no 
prayer meetings, which seems a pity, for we might have "asked and it 
should have been given;" and if we had sought for the anointing 
" eye salve" in the matter of baptism, among other things, no doubt 
our differences would long ere now have been sunk in water whilst 
obeying Christ Jesus only. 

Our Supply of to-day spoke of the differences between Calvinists and 
.A.rminians, and urged that there must be no sinking of those differences 
by us, for the sake of communion with them; when forthwith he began 
to urge that we should sink our present differences, and come baptized 
or not to the Lord's table together, adding, '' Mind you, I believe in 
baptism, and practice it in our chapel at B., but I do not, and dare not 
refuse to admit to the Lord's table those dear children of God who do 
not see baptism; and the Lord has never rebuked me for admitting 
them to His table, or shewed me I was wrong, or I would discontinue 
it at once." Instantly memory took me back several years when, in 
company_ with the late Mr. Grace, he said, "You see I am an incon
sistent Baptist." "Ah," thought I, "and upon whom has your mantle 
descended?" and l inwardly said, "Who is inconsistent now, our 
Supply or us?" for differen~es are on no account to be sunk by us when 
it is a question between Calvinism and Arminianism, but differences 
are to be sunk (and I think I may add by Baptists) when it is a 
question between baptism and Huntingtonian expediency. Then I 
tried to count our aged Huntingtonians on my fingers, and lo, my 
fingers outnumbered them. "Wait a little longer," said a voice, "and 
the last will have crossed the flood to see more clearly what now they 
admit for the most part, but lack the imprimatur of departed good men 
to obey." Then I thought of the words, "And that servant, which 
knew his Lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according 
to His will, shall be beaten with many stripes. . . . For unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required" (Luke xii. 
4 7, 48); and I was even willing to concede that in deep experience they 
might excel some of us ; and yet we were blessed in that no man, not 
even a good and great man, was our founder as a people, or we might 
also be dependent on others for our ministry and our existence. They 
believe we are right as to baptism, and would even now obey if Mr. 
Huntington could speak to them upon the subject as he now would. 
But our supply urged that Huntington, Gadsby, Philpot, and others he 
named, were now in heaven without a jarring note between them ; and 
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why should not we come together here without a jarring note, and to 
the Lord's table also? "Ah," thought I, "who jarred just now?" 
" Don't sink differences, and yet do sink differences," and what makes 
the difference? Surely not God's Word-that is admitted. Then who 
must sink? and I wondered whether Huntingtonians would sink in 
water by baptism, to rise np " out of the water," and the Spirit to 
descend upon them, saying, "Hear ye Him." "Amen," said I. 
"Worthy is the Lamb," I thought I heard them reply. Yea, "Blessed 
are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the 
tree of life, and may enter in through the gates iuto the city " (Rev. 
xxii. 14). "To obey is better than sacrifice," and who would not 
imitate the angels a little? for though they "excel in strength," they 
also " do His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His 
Word." Yours, A BAPTIST. 

C. H.- SPURGEON'S DEFENCE OF MR. MOODY. " c E." and" T. H." demand our review of this "extraordinary" 
• production. Its allegory is strained; its opening assertion is 

not, to any extent, confirmed ; it is, upon the whole, indirectly, more of 
an apology than a defence. We know something of the force of the 
flood which has been rolling into this country for fully forty years. 
We most reverently call heaven to witness that the revelation of the 
Son of God in our soul, and the opening of the whole Gospel scheme 
by the eternal Spirit, has prevented us from being carried away by the 
accommodating spirit of the times. The late David Denham's friends 
tried ns ; the late George Abrahams pressed us ; called us " hypocrite,'' 
and cast us off, because we could not, dared not, go into their first 
wrong step-the Open Communion system. And as tci the " universal 
offers and invitations," indiscriminately thrown out, we mt\St perish 
ere we can follow in that wake. Deeply imbedded in the soul is that 
characteristic sentence of the servants of God (in Isaiah lxiii.), 
" Children that will not lie ! " With the Bible in our hand; with the 
heart-searching eye of God upon us ; with the hour of death ; the great 
white throne, and the day of judgment before us, we feel it totally 
impossible to stand in the service of Christ, and tell men they all can 
believe if they will; all can have Christ when offered; all can open 
the heart, and let Him come in. The defence, however, is such a 
testimony as regards a saving conversion by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, as is not to be found in scarce any of our modern issues. Our 
Analysis of the Defence, and comparison with the Addresses of the 
Americans, is, by compulsion, delayed. 

DE AT H .A N D LIFE. 
DEATH ! that mortal flesh destroy; 

"Dust to dust," we muet return
To endless woe or endless joy. 

Can mortal man its warnings spurn, 
And let his soul to ruin go, 
Through fear of man or worldly show? 
Since death is unto man decreed, 

Through the evil monster-sin, 
Cbriel bath died, the living Head, 

That we may rise and live with Him. 

I In endless joy His praise to sing, 
, If found in Christ, the Saviour King. 

I With what rapture shall we join 
1 In praises to our Saviour Lord, 
I When in His courts before the throne 

We see His face by saints adored; 
, .And with our harps take up the strain 
II To praise the Lamb that once waa slain. 

P.H. 
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THE LATE MR. BURNETT'S ESSAY ON THE 
BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

((Joncluded frfYTT> page 179.) 

For our Lord Jesus Christ did not only repeatedly promise His 
apostles the certain coming of the Comforter, but also that He 
should abide with them for ever, and as the promise - though 
given immediately to them -yet extends to the whole Church, 
the duration of the glorious and extensive influence is sure to all 
the holy seed. I do not say that the miraculous gifts - external 
signs, supernatural operations, power to heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers, and cast out devils - is continued. No, I do 
not. It is true those signs and powers were with the apostles, and 
continued for a season; but, previous to the Pentecost-glory, power was 
given them to work such miracles. In the tenth chapter of Matthew we 
read the great Head of His Church sent out the twelve (restricting their 
ministry to Judea) with this testimony-" The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand ; " at the same time He gave them power to heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils, &c., and there can be no uncertainty 
who they were, for their names are given, and among them is found Judas 
Iscariot. So, then, if the baptism of the Holy Ghost consists only in 
power to work miracles and shew signs, Judas must have been a par
taker thereof; and how can that be reconciled with the after testimony 
of the Word concerning him? Therefore, the argument that it con
sisted only in these supernatural gifts has no weight with me. 

It is a blessing which appears distinct from regeneration, for 
regeneration is the communication of new and spiritual life ; but the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost is that spiritual life in its full grown, 
matured, and strong enjoyment. "I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly." There cannot be 
faith in an unregenerate person; but regeneration itself, conviction of 
sin, faith in Christ Jesus, forgiveness of sin, justification through faith, 
producing the peace of God in the conscience, are spiritual verities and 
important operations of the Holy Ghost in the saint, and yet doe!' not 
amount to the baptism of the Holy Ghost. The Old Testament saints 
were not partakers thereof. They knew God was their God, and that 
He was their God for ever and ever; they ascribed all glory to Him as 
the God of salvation, and rested their souls for time and eternity on 
His mercy and truth, His power and His faithfulness ; pardon of sin 
and peace with God, through the blood of the covenant, were to them 
experimental faith-their confessions and triumph proclaim it. Yet 
they knew God had provided some better thing for us, the Gospel 
Church, and their prophets were certain that they themselves prophesied 
of a future and glorious grace to the Church. 

Again, the apostles were assured by their God and Saviour " That 
their names were written in heaven,'' that He had appointed to them a 
kingdom : they had believed and confessed Him to be the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. He had revealed to them that He was going 
to prftpare a place for them, and that He would come again, and receive 
them to Himself, and their residence should be with Him-and all 
this, and considerably more, before the Holy Ghost came upon them. 

p 
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They were commanded to wait for that great blessing, and, according 
to the due order in which the eternal counsels are accomplished, we 
find the great blessing came. And as to the New Testament saints, the 
promise of the Father is to them who do already believe, " That we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith." As evidence, I 
must again revert to what I have before cited, namely, Paul enquired 
of those disciples he found at Ephesus, "Whether they had received 
the Holy Ghost?" His question was not whether they had become 
believers by receiving it, but-allowing them to be believers-enquired 
if they had received t.he Holy Ghost since they believed. And writing 
to the Ephesians, he says, " After ye believed, ye were sealed with that 
holy spirit of promise." It was at that time the Holy Ghost suddenly 
appeared to the apostles, accompanied with those astonishing signs 
declared in the relation of it ; but as the glorified Head had promised 
them that the Spirit should abide with them for ever, we may rest 
assured of the continuancy of His abode with them, and, consequently, 
this receiving of His more deliberate, extensive, and confirming teach
ings; and the same blessing in measure and degree that Infinite Wisdom 
sees meet, is with the Church now. 

I do then consider the baptism of the Holy Ghost to be that 
abundant pouring forth of that illuminating, enlightening influence 
through which the saints behold the deep and precious mysteries of the 
Gospel, and that, through such openings of their understandings, they 
are brought into spiritual and intimate knowledge of the Father in the 
riches of His love, flowing in and through Christ Jesus, so as to have 
their souls filled with glory upon glory (2 Cor. iii. 18); and this not in 
a transient way, as some of their former enjoyments are, but in abiding 
efficacy, as is compatible with mortality. The light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God shineth upon us in the face of Jesus Christ. We 
can only behold the glory of His person now, through the medium of 
His Word; and when we are delivered from mortality, that will be the 
highest and above all other glories, as declared in the evangelist's 
emphatic words, "We shall see Him as He is." · 

But I proceed to observe. Our Lord, jn that discourse where He 
so repeatedly speaks of the Comforter, promised His chosen ones, " I 
shall show you plainly of the Father" (John xvi. 25); by which I 
apprehend Jehovah, in all His glorious inconceivable attributes, cement
ing in the sovereign, inextinguishable act of nuptial love, and from 
this boundless source of everlasting love and unchangeable delight, on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, as God's elect, in whom His soul delighteth, and 
in whom all the counsels and purposes of His grace centre, with all 
the grants and riches thereof, is made known to His saints, and it is 
revealed to faith what language cannot express. How glorious the 
mystery shines ! "Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world" 
-" Hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me." Here choice, foreor
daining grace, mercy, and truth shine in all their richness, and are immu
tably sure by the Word of God, which cannot lie. God was in Christ 
in every act of His eternal love, and- the Church was in Christ in all 
the sovereignty and certainty thereof; and to have the mind opened to 
imbibe, in any measure, the glorious, stupendous mystery of godliness, 
is grace indeed; and surely our Lord refers to this very subject when 
He promises, "At that day ye shall know that I am in the Father, and 
you in Me, and I in you." 
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The mystery of the union, from the beginning of the world, hath 
been hid in God, and that union which lay in the depths of His own 
immutable bosom shone forth in the Word made flesh, by which His 
secret and invisible onen~ss with His Church was made manifest, and 
it is the union of Christ with His people that is a principal glory of 
His redemption work-which work is perfect; and He that wrought 
righteousness, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him, 
has taken possession of His glory for His Church as well as Himself, 
"that we might be glorified together." The vital union takes place 
when we are called in the power of the Spirit by the everlasting 
·Gospel, and every act of divine operation is the fruit of secret union, 
and produces its Rpiritual fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the Father in Him; for he that is joined to the Lord is one spirit, 
nevertheless, there is an increased blessedness in being brought into 
clear discernment of our perfect union with the Lord Jesus Christ so 
.as to take, prove, enjoy, and live upon the fulness of grace therein. 
The Lord Jesus bath promised of the Spirit," He shall guide you into 
.all truth." The Lord the Spirit having claimed us as the objects of 
love, and taken possession of us. I may say, indeed, When do His 
guidings cease? for however deliberately, yet most certainly and intel
ligently, He leads the regenerate into the knowledge of the Father in 
,the Son, the Son in the Father, the Church in Christ, and Christ in the 
Church, the hope of glory; ,for as He opens the understanding to re
ceive the Word of life, so He openeth their hearts affectionately and 
effectually to imbibe the same, to drink of the"inex.haustible river with 
the richest delight. And the apostles have confirmed this truth in the 
highest and strongest terms. See 1 Cor. ii. 10, and latter part of 12 ; 
Ephesians i. 18, iii. 19, iv. 13; Col. ii. 2, 3; 1 John ii. 20, and 14th 
verse of the same chapter, the beginning. 

These texts, with many others, give undeniable proof that this Spirit 
baptism is.progressive, immersing the intelligent faculties of the called, 
·chosen, and faithful into the knowledge and enjoyment of the fulness 
,of Christ. 

"BEHOLJ?, HE COMETH." 

HE comes-who comes? old earth's Regenerator, 
His Church's Bridegroom, her glorious Consummator, 
The Death of death, ancl Victor o'er the grave, 
The long-expected Christ, whose provincl' 'tis to save. 

He comes-for what? His waiting Church to bless, 
To Him all knees shall bow, ancl every tongue confess; 
With sound of trumpet and the archangel's vo~ce: 
Ye saints, look up, and in your God rejoice. 

He comes-ah, when ! Why, at the hour appointed, 
To gather into one a.II the Lord's anointed; 
To put an encl to all their sorrows, sins, ancl strife, 
And right He'll give them to the '.L'ree of Life. 

He comes-e'en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, 
Thy people, anxious, wait for Thee to fetch them home, 
Where they shall sing of '.L'hy soul-cleansing blood, 
And cl well for ever in the Paradise of God. 

J. V.i.uon-.~. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Tl,c illoiillily Rl'coi·d qf tl,c Protestant 
EMngelical Missum, g·c. R. Steele, 5, 
Racquet court, Fleet street. The June 
number contains Report of Annual Meet
ing, and some letters on a system working 
against the Rociety. For one penny per 
mont.h this Record furnisheth much in
fo,·ruation calculated to arouse Protestant 
zeal against the advance of Rome on Eng
land. But we find weakness and division, 
indifference and ignorance, still cover the 
minds of the people. This Society must 
be supported: its mission is increasingly 
necessary and useful. 

Up, England! the Philistines are upon 
thee: The Apostate Church of Rome. 
Dr. S. G. Potter, of Sheffield, delivered in 
Manchester, last May, an address, which 
has been published under the strong title 
of T7,c Conquest of England. Dr. 
Manning, his declension, his aim, his 
design to lead England into an entire 
apostacy from the faith-is the theme of 
this tremendous exposul"e. We never read 
anything like it. "Jesuits will suck 
England's best blood !" Such awful dis
closures we never saw in print before! 
:Kot of ancient-but of p1·ese11t times. 
:Ka.mes and facts are given'. One small 
paragraph in this address we ask our 
readers to ponde,-, After revealing some 
of the dark and wretched doings of the 
Papacy and its tools now in England, 
Dr. Potter says-" I have been earnestly 
pressed not to review these things; but I 
have no idea of making my breast the 
repository of treason, treachery, and 
Popish scheming and villainy." 

"Mv Protestant fellows shall hear ,it; 
and if they do not deal with it as they 
should, I will say they have parted with 
their m~~hood, their ancient glory and 
reno,l"D ! 

That is just it! Gospel metal! Man
hood for God and for Christ's Gospel 
appears deficient. If, under God, any
thing (beyond the Bible) was required to 
a.wake the nation to her danger, this 
address of Dr. Potter's is enough to do it. 
But John Bull is fond of racing; of 
ma.king money; of sensational and excit
ing de! usions of a free-will ministry; and 
of a Pharisaic respectable righteousness 
of his own. True religion--the Saviour's 
Gospel-the Re~eemer's. revelation of 
His Father's w11l-Chr1st's command
ments-and the powers of God the Holy 
Ghost : all these essential and eternal 
foundations of our faith, the English 
Churches are burying, hiding, ignoring; 

ah ! and the men who once ea.me out boldly 
with, and for, these potent pillars of 
our _faith, have, for the sake of popul11rity, 
declrned from them ; and are ca1·ried away 
with the common flood now overwhelming 
the country. Had we a thousand tongues, 
they all should be employed, if our God 
gave the strength and opportunity, in 
sounding forth the black works herein 
discovered by Dr. Potter and others, 
But for thirty years we have tried to 
sound the alarm ; and have only been 
laughed at, slandered, and defrauded for 
our pains. We are not yet dead, Till 
death may we be faithful. 

Englishmen ! Oh, proud but weak
minded Englishmen, you a.re allowing 
them to pick your pockets by wholesale! 
What for? They say, to convert the 
world. Sirs, if all the iron and stone in 
God's universe could be turned into gold; 
if all the people could be turned into 
such preachers of contradictions and fine 
doctrines as abound now, the conversion 
of the whole,world would never be accom
plished. 

Englishmen! deluded people! consider 
Jesus Christ's words, as recorded in 
Matt. :niv. 31: and then ask," if, when the 
Son of man shall send His angels into the 
four quarters of the earth, with a great 
sound of a trumpet, it shall only be to 
gat,her together His elect," h_ow can we 
believe them· to be sent of God, who 
ignore election altogether ? 

The late Dr. Hawker once said, "What 
an awful condition must that man be in who 
lightly esteems the sovereignty of God ! 
Such a man must be beheld in the greatest 
abomination in the sight of Goel." 

A Cambridge Divine-one, we hope, of 
heaven's sacred teaching-says, it is 
Nebuchadnezzar's golden image again set 
up; with cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
dulcimer, and all kinds of music; Shadrach, 
Meshach, ancl Abednego, are still a.live, 
and their answer is, "0 king, we a.re 
not careful to answer thee in thfs matter. 
Our God, whom we serve, is able to deliver 
us from the burning fiery furnace; and 
He will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 
king ; but, if not, be it known unto thee, 
0 king, that we will not serve thy gods, 
nor worship the image which thou hast 
set up." 

We must ask permission to return to the 
subject again,for indeed, it is a serious one. 

T/1,(J .d.nniMlation of t/11 Wicked. A. 
Sermon by J. B. McCure. R. Banks. 
(Twopence). This useful sermon is 
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deserving of o. co.reful perusal by all pro
fessing Christiane, especially by those who 
are in danger of being carried away by 
the fascinatingly eloquent, but unscriptural 
and misleading utterance of the annihila
tion ministers. The author brings forward 
.a striking number of texts in support of 
hie views respecting the eternity of the 
_punishment of thoso who die out of Christ; 
and clearly o.nd satisfactorily proves that 
the souls of the persons referred to are 
quite as indestructible as the souls of 
those who die in the Lord. 

It is lamentable that men of brilliant 
-talents should waste their time in trying 
to convince their fellow creatures that the 
souls of the wicked, after being subjected 
to penal suffering for a season, will die out 
,like the flame of a lamp when the oil in it 
is exhausted. Of such efforts we have 
often said Cui bono ? and when we have 
uttered those words, myriad voices have 
seemed to respond, "to none whatever but 

.a large amount of evil must be the result." 
On this subject I may here introduce a 
paragraph or two from the writings of a 
favourite author of my own;-

" Whatever be the doctrine of future 
punishment, it is common and one. Un
susceptible and inattentive is that mind 

· that does not perceive that there is through
out (the Bible) a constant, solemn appeal 
to future punishment-to that punishment 

,as imminent, as dread, as irresistible." 
Again,-" If man be not physically im
mortal, if immortalily be not a physical 
constituent and determination of his 
being, not his appanage, hut his nature
we may enquire, how can his punishment 
be penal?" Again,-" The opinion of man's 
restoration to life, in order to his being 
then punished with the loss of immortality, 
increases the apparent austerity of . the 
divine conduct." 

" Why is man to be recovered to being? 
For suffering insalutary and hopeless, 
except in the termination of the sufferer's 
being. Is this the amiable alternative of 
our sterner faith. Is not this the stretch 
of law? Is it not gratuitous infliction? 

"Now if the doctrine of endless punish
ment is plainly revealed, it ought to be 
fearlessly taught." 

The author of the sermon we are 
noticing believes it to be real and true, 
and he is therefore ( whatever, under the 
influence of a morbid benevolenoe,
learned and eloquent men may say to the 
contrary) worthy of all praise for having 
spoken out so fearlessly upon the matter. 

When we calmly contemplate the effect 
the doctrine of annihilation is likely to 
have on the minds and condnot of wicked 
men, we must approve of the remark of 
the authm· of the sermon under consiclera-

tion, "If I really believed such a doctrine, 
I should be afraid to preach it, beca1,1se of 
the great- evil likely to result from a belief 
in the same." 

We might write much more, but we 
have not time to jot down all our thou/!'.hts 
respecting this misleading, vice-encourag
ing doctrine, and other doctrines equally 
injurious, which are now promulgated by 
some of the most popular re! igious 
teachers of the day. 

We can only add, that we hope Mr. 
McCure's sermon will be widely circulated, 
and most carefully and prayerfully 
pondered. T. J.M. 

The Union Meeting at O:rjvrd. 
London: S. W. Partridge and Co. A 
volume of near 400 pages :-There are 
some extraordinary experiences recorded 
here: noblemen, clerlD'men, ministers of 
different sections of the professing Church, 
all assembled to promote entire consecra
tion to the Lord; and to bring the people 
to exclaim," I have now no care nor fear." 
Thousands are now stirring up the people 
to action, and to a full surrender of 
themselves unto Christ. God alone can 
know what all these commotions mean. 

Leading the Nation to Glor.If by our 
Identification 1vitk Lost Israel. By Ed wd. 
Hine. London: Guest and Partridge. 
Mr. Hine herein produceth evidence that 
the Bible is the Word of God that the 
British nation is the theatre wherein 
whole strings of prophecy have been, and 
still are, fulfilling. _ 

Two Eternities! .A.n eternity of wrath, 
sinking deeper and deeper downwards ; 
an eternity of love, rising higher and 
higher upwards. Eternity! What mean
eth that word so profound? It is dura
tion-without beginning or encl. We 
cannot comprehend the meaning of eter
nity in time. Mr. George Holland. min
ister of the Gospel at Willingham, Cambs, 
has recently issued a twopenny pamphlet 
bearing the following title :-The Annihi
lation of the Wicked in the Docti--ines of the 
Bible Denied; and the Eternity of Punish
ment, the Doctrine of the Bible, Asserted; 
to which is added, a lecture on E,•,,,-last
ing Love. By the same Author. Published 
in London by Robert Banks, Racquet 
court, Fleet street, E.C. This is not a 
made-up book of Scripture quotations, of 
arguments, of heads, tails, di visions, 
anecdotes, and opinions. It is a sp<_>n
taneous flowing forth of the most pos1t1ve 
and awful truth, on the one part, and of 
sublime, yet simple, hettvenly truth, on 
the other part. .A.s thou%h the soa!- of 
the writer ht\d gone down mto the reg10ns 
of perdition, and come up faithfully to 
witness to the reality of the lost soul's 
existence under I he sentence of cleat h ; 
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and then, by faith in, and fellowship with, 
the Lord Jesus. as He pleadeth with His 
Fat.her, in the seventeenth of John, our 
Author pom·s out his soul in streams of 
blessed expressions of God's everlasting 
love in Christ, as set upon His people, 
and as t.he original source of all blessed
ness towards the predestinated bride, the 
Lamb's wif~. We have no secular in
tE1rest in this work. but we say, by all 
means read and circulate it. As we look 
into its pages we are solemnised deeply in 
feeling. and pant and pray to hear again 
anrl again, in every chamber of the soul, 
those thrilling words-" I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love; therefore, with 
lovingkindncss have I drawn thee." 

"Why a Mourner and Apart!" Dr. 
Kennedy, of Dingwall. in his book, Hypcr
Eva11_qrli~m, in many things represents 
our own views and feelings; but we are 
not willing either to exalt, as some do, or 
to judge rashly, as others. When the 
whole counsel of God is not proclaimed
when "another Gospel" is presented-we 
stand amazed; but God liveth-truth is 
hidden-heresy is in the front. We know 
the end. 

The Gardener's Magazine for June tells 
you everything about the weather, the 
crops, the flowers, the parks, and the 
prospects of the country. Shirley Hib
berd's papers are as pretty and as easy as 
the sweetest poetry and the most delight
ful flowers. Office : 11, Ave Maria lane. 

The Pictorial World (June part) is 
lavishly illustrated. It is correctly styled 
The Pictorial World.-All about "Old 
London,"" Popish Persecutions,'' "Good 
Samuel Medley," "Temper in Ministers," 
and other papers fill up Sword and Trowel 
for June.-The good old Gospel Magazine 
for June ought to be sent to Mr. and Mrs. 
Pearsall Smith. If they would read it 
with faithful prayers, it might take them 
home wiser than when they came to Eng
land. 

The Christian Standard. Between Mr. 
and Mrs. R. Pearsall Smith, Dr. Landells, 
James Grant, Esq., and others, there is a 
large amount of revivalistic confu~ion. 
Mr. Moody says, Sinners may take Cbriet 
and be saved, if they will ; Pearsall Smith 
says, Believers may live a life of holy and 
happy peace, above sin and unbelief, if 
they choose. Here are two stages of 
creature-action dealing with supernatural 
powers. Mr. Grant upholds Mr. Moody, 
but condemns Pearsall Smith. The 
Ame1·icans have come into England for 
something! Not less than one or two 
hundred of thousands of pounds will be 
spent over them, if we take into account 
the loads upon loads of their hymn books 
which have been sold. How does this 

immense outlay of money look in the 
presence of the Almighty? Money spent 
to build up a tempora,·y excitement, and to 
swell t.be waves of the Armenian heresy? 
We never could have believed the English 
people were so weak. Dr. Allen, C. H. 
Spurgeon, and nearly all the professed 
preachers of Christ's Gospel have patron
ised the movement. If, like Geo. White
field, these men bad gone down into the 
dens of darkness and desolation ; if they 
had gone into the highways and hedges; 
if they had gathered up the poor, the 
maimed, the starving, and the wretched ; 
if they had poured into their hearts and 
souls the genuine. balm of Gilead; if they 
had visited some of the half-starved par
sons and low-sunken Churches, and helped 
to raise and strengthen them, we should 
have rejoiced indeed; but to have palaces 
built for a month or two, merely for the 
sake of holding concerts and filling the 
minds of semi-professed Christians with 
the doctrines of universal redemption and 
man's free-will in religion, is a mysterious 
movement. Messrs. Moody and Sankey 
have worked immensely hard; both re
peating over and over again the same 
exercises. What will it all do? 

Tl,e Wreck of H.M.S. "Pysche,'' and a 
Bit of God's Love at Si tty. To be bad 
of the Author, Charles Brider, 2, The 
Nursery, Salisbury. Price twopence. Any 
profits arising from the sale of this work 
will be given to the funds of the "Gospel 
Book Mission to the Army and Navy." 
Three good things here meet together:
The object is good-to help the Mission 
to send out books to the Army and Navy; 
secondly, this pamphlet, The Wreck, g-c., 
is singularly int.eresting ; and, thirdly, 
froin evidence, we must believe the vener
able Charles Briel er is a well-taught vessel 
of mercy. We want to send to the Gospel 
Book Mission a quantity of books for ex
portation. Who will help us? 

Tlte Substance of Three Letters on the 
Gospel Ministry, g-c. New York: John 
Axford, 337, West Sixteenth street. One 
minister, called Elder Joseph N. Badger, 
holds that our Lord's commission to 
Peter-" Feed My sheep "-expressed the 
limit of the commission of the Gospel 
ministry. Another friend, named John 
Higgs, has addressed three letters to Elder 
Badger to convince him of his error. Thie 
pamphlet contains t.be substance of those 
three letters; but Elder Badger's replies 
do not appear. From all we can gather 
Master Badger is quite satisfied be is cor
rect, and all who differ from him had 
better keep their distance. But as bis 
writings are not before us, our judgment 
may not be truly justified. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

THE THIRTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF "THE EARTHEN VESSEL," 
HELD AT SPELDHURST RoAD CHAPEL, KING EDWARD ROAD, SouTH HACKNEY, 

A public meeting of considerable meeting. In the course of his remarks 
interest was held in the above chapel on he referred to the purpose of the meeti.ng, 
Tuesday, June 1, 1875, to celebrate the which was twofold : first, to speak to 
Thirty-first Anniversary of The Earthen God's praise; .and second, to encourage 
Vessel. The gathering on the morning of the Editor of The Earthen Vessel in his 
the day was small-most of the number work, and the promotion of peace among 
present were ministerial brethren and the brethren. The speaker said that Tiu 
representatives of Baptist Churches in Earthen Vessel might be looked upon as 
and around London. the chief organ of current literature in 

The order of the meeting was as connectio_n with the Strict Baptist Body. 
follows:-Morning service at 11, Mr. W. The inner pages of The Vessel were trutli
Winter;; presiding ; afternoon service at jul, its wrappers exceedingly useful, and 
3, Mr. R. Minton presiding ; evening its principles purely independent. These 
service at 6.30, Mr. Robert Banks pre- qualifications also were applicable to the 
siding. The ministers at most of the Editor; for all lovers of free and sove
services were numerous. ; noticeable reign grace know him to be, as a Christian 
amongst them were brethren C. W. and a preacher, truthful, useful, and in
Banks, pastor of Speldhurst road chapel, dependent-i.e., free from the trammels 
and Editor of The Earthen Vessel; Samuel of "dutv-faith" and "free-will,'' as well 
Cozens, of Australia; Thomas Stringer, as from episcopal jurisdiction. The 
of Earl street chapel, Blackfriars; R. C. speaker remarked that the prophet 
Barden&, of Hayes Tabernacle; R. G. Daniel was a free man, although num
Edwards, of Notting hill; W. Frith, of bered among the children of the captivity. 
Gunnersbury; C. Cornwell, of Brixton His prophesies were divided into two 
Tabernacle; Joseph Flory, of Matfield parts: first, historical, which treat of the 
green; R. A. Huxham, of Borough green; Jewish captivity, the exaltation of Daniel 
T. J. Messer, late of Scotland; J. Vaughan, to office, his trials, etc.; second, apocalyp
of Hackney; Frederick Green, of Bow tical, descriptive of certain important 
road ; Frederick Wheeler, of Chelsea; events which were to happen concerning 
John Wheeler, of Kingsland; W. Sack, Christ and His Church. The speaker 
-Archer,W. Symonds, W. Gill, -Tyler, alluded also to the chief subject of the 
Rev. John Banks,a clergyman, and brother day, "Revivals and Religion," and shewed 
to C. W. Banks; John Vincent,of Spald- the nature of real religion in the soul, in 
ing; and other ministers, whose names contradistinction to much of that fleshly 
were unknown to the writer. Mr. James excitement which assumes the name of 
Mote, solicitor; Mr. David Vernon, of "revival." 
Yorkshire; Mr. W. James, and at.her C. W. Banks then gave outahymn,and 
Christian gentlemen, took part in the Mr. Frith spoke of his firm attachment 
services. to the Editor of The Earthen Vessel for 

THE MORNING MEETING. the help rendered by him when he (Mr. 
Mr. W. Winters, who occupied the Frith) first appeared as a preacher of the 

chair, commenced the service with the Gospel; but we regret to learn from the 
beautiful and well - known hymn of speaker that in Church order he was no 
Kent's,- longer associated with the Strict Com-

" What cbeerlng words are tbese I mnnion Baptists, although professedly 
Their sweetness who can tell? one in spirit, which may be fashionable, 

In time and to eternal days, but not good divinity. 
'Tls with the rlgbteous well." After a hymn, Mr. Messer spoke. 

Mr. Vernon, who came three hundred He gave the well-worn tale of "Oh, 
miles to be present at the meeting, invoked what shall I do?•• the substance of which 
the divine blessing to rest upon the runs thus :-An old minister, not in a 
labours of the day with much sweetness very good temper,_gave out on one oc?a
and real feeling. Another hymn was sion from the pulpit the hymn commencmg 
sung,- as above, "Oh, what s~all I do ? " and 
"0 what shall we do, our Saviour to praise, asked for some one to pitch a tune. Un-

So faithful aud true, so plenteous In grace." fortunately, most of his singers had, for 
The Chairman then addressed the some cause or other, forsaken him. How-
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ever, an old farmei· in one comer of the 
gallery struck up, " Oh, what shall I do?" 
but wh"n he got to the word "do," he 
stuok fast and could not get out another 
note. A young, kind-hearted follow from 
another pa1·t of the chapel "bawled forth," 
in an "alto voice, 'What shall I do?'" 
He stuck fast at the word" do" (laughter). 
There was an old lady, with a wrinkfod 
face and a loving heart, sitting in one of 
the free seats alone beneath the pulpit, 
and she looked up through a telescope of 
tears, and began singing in a tremulous 
s01·t of voice, " Oh, what shall I do? " 
But whe.n she got to the unfortunate 
word " do," she stuck fast also (laughter). 
The poor irritated bit of humanity in the 
pulpit looked over the cushion •nd said, 
"Do? Wby, shut '\"Our mouths and 
never open them again to sing." As Mr. 
Messer was desired to speak at another 
part of the day, he cut short his morning 
oration. 

A hymn was given out, and prayer by 
the Chairman brought the first service to 
a close. Many of the friends retired to 
the adjoining schoolroom, where a cold 
collation was served. 

THE AFTERNOON MEETING, 

The number of friends began to in
crease as the day grew on. Mr. R. 
Minton (one of Mr. Hazelton's deacons) 
occupied the chair, and with audible 
voice gave out hymn 376,-

" Come, sa\nts, and sing in sweet accord, 
With solemn pleasure tell, 

The cov•nant made with David's Lord 
In all things ordered well." 

He read Psalm xci., at the conclusion of 
which Mr. C. W. Banks engaged in 
prayer. 

Mr. Minton then addressed the meet
ing, expressing bis unfitness for his posi
tion; but performed his part in a most 
satisfactory manner. He spoke in high 
terms of the value of The Earthen Vessel 
and of his esteem for the worthy Editor. 
The text chosen for the bret.hren to speak 
from was then read and handed to the 
next speaker. The words will be found 
in Isaiahlvii.15:-"For thus saith the 
high and lofty One that inhabit the eter
nity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also that 
is of a contrite and humble spirit, to re
vive the spirit of the humble, and to re
vive the heart of the contrite ones." 

C. W. Banks spoke briefly of the history 
of the " Christian Cabinet," of which he 
was the originator, proprietor, and pub
lisher. We may add that C. W. Banks 
wrote the "Life and Times of Calvin," in 
1851, and "Bible Men'' the same year, 
and published a discourse, entitled "Pre-

sent.ation of the Body a J,iving So.or1floe 
in the House of God," which should be 
read by evel'y one that attends the house 
of God. It was add!'essed to the Church 
at Crosby 1·ow, of which the speaker was 
pasto1·. In 1852 be published " Choice 
Fragments," &c. A few years after he 
presented the public with the "Life of J. 
Wallis, the Northamptonshire Farrier," 
In 1869 he put forth his" Ten Reasons 
in Favour of Church and State," which 
produced a considerable disruption in the 
minds of many, and which terminated 
with a brief pen-and-paper war. C. W. 
Banks bas written and published much of 
which we may probably have occasion to 
treat some day. 

Mr. C. Com well spoke well on the work 
of real revivalism in the soul as being the 
work of grace within, and those who loved 
the truth would be silre to meet with 
opposition. He considered that to speak 
the truth is the way to attack error. This 
we believe and rejoice to hear so fearlessly 
expressed. The speaker dilated at some 
length on the mode of extempore preach
ing, &c. Hymn 799 was then sung :-

" Revhe Thy work in Zion, Lord." 
Mr. Bardens spoke with great warmth 

from Psalm luxv. 6 :-" Wilt Thou not 
revive us again: that Thy people may re
joice in Thee? " The speaker noticed, in 
an experimental way, the trials of God's 
servants. Good-old Jacob when in trouble 
prayed for God to bless him, and He did 
bless him. Jonah also cried "from the 
belly of hell" and found mercy, acknow
ledging, at the same time, "Salvation is 
of the Lord." This, the speaker ex
pressed, was the right sort of a revival. 

Mr. Samuel Cozens, who has just come 
from Aust.ralia, spoke admirably well on 
t.he revival system of the present day. 
The true religion which brought Mary 
Magdalene and others to the feet of Jesus 
is not the religion of the day. This 
gentleman read some very interesting 
matter from hie own writings in confirm
ation of the facts before stated. He spoke 
very forcibly of Christ laying down Hie 
life for His sheep; also of life and faith 
being the gifts of God, and real revival 
work being by the Spirjt of God. The 
speaker also illustrated the course of the 
tried Christian in a varied and interesting 
manuer, and remarked that" the tree must 
be wintered to be useful," &c. The an
nexed verse was then sung:-

" Revive Thy work In every heart, 
And every blessing st.111 Impart ; 
Let grace Increase abundantly, 
Then will Thy saint• rejoice In Thoe." 

Mr. Thomas Stringer arose "with the 
strength of a lion" and spoke well of 
Christ and His Gospel, also of those who 
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were not ashamed of it. This worthy 
man did not forget the tumults experi
enced in this country within the last 
eighteen months. . He hoped that a good 
11outh gale would blow them to the other 
aide of the Atlantic, for the man that dis
regards the sovereignty of Goel is of the 
world ancl the world heareth him. Mr. 
Stringer feared that there was experienced 
"a solemn suspension of the work of the 
Spirit." This may appear so, but much 
that is called " the work of the Spirit" is 
not of the Holy Spirit of God, for the 
Holy Ghost in His teaching does not im• 
part that which is opposed to the truth. 
The Lorcl will not cease to work in the 
'hearts of His creatures till He has ac
complished the number of Hie elect. We 
·are wrong if we "Judge the Lord by 
feeble sense," and limit the Holy One in 
the way of His working- No man has 
.any right to bid another God speed unless 
there is a Thus saith the Lord for it, and 
however the erring one may appear to 
prosper in hie mission, it is the Word of 
·God through the Spirit that effects real 
-0onversion, and not the error that may be 
mixed up with it. Our brother Stringer 
was quite right in asserting the great and 
grand fact that 

" None but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good." 

The well-known and much-loved hymn, 
"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds," 

-·brought the afternoon service to a close. 
Tea was well served, and much enjoyed 

by a goodly number of friends. The 
.table-pew was rich with beautiful flowers, 
which gave a special charm to the place; 
these were introduced by the ladies. 

THE EVENING SERVICE. 

At half-past six the evening meeting 
-commenced. Mr. Robert Banks, son of 
C. W. Banks, occupied the chair. C. W. 
Banks gave out a precious hymn, which 
is printed in full in July "Cheering 
Words." Mr. R. A. Huxham, of Borough 
Green, prayed. Mr. W. Gill, of Willen
hall, reacl Hosea xiv. 

The Chairman gave out one verse, and 
then acldressed the f'riencls on the object 
of the meeting. The subject for each of 
the spea.kers to consider was introduce.cl, 
founded upon Hosea vi.1-3, and divided 
as follows:-

!. The Church's Call to her Friends to 
Return to the Lord-" Come and let us 
return unto the Lord." 

II. The Church's Confession and Con
.fldenoe-" He bath torn, and He will heal 
us." 

III. The Church's Faith as to the 
Future-" Aftor two days will He revive 
ua." 

IV. The Church's Encouragement for 
Faithfulness-" Then shall we kuow :-we 
follow on to know the Lord." 

V. The Church's Anticipation of the 
Suooess of the Gospel and of the Fulness 
of Glory-" His going forth is prepared 
as the morning: and He shall come unto 
us as the rain, as the latter and former 
rain unto the earth." 
Bruf Review of the last Thirty Years 

and of the Ministers wlio kaue gone 
home during that period. 
Before calling the several speakers to 

address the meeting, Mr. Robert Banks 
delivered an address which deeply inte
rested the meeting, and of which the fol
lowing is an outline:-

The Chairman said:-My dear friends, 
I feel you are entitled to some apology 
from me for the position I occupy this 
evening. It certainly is not from any 
ability I possess, or any status or position 
I occupy in your midst, that I am in this 
chair this evening; and there are many 
here that would have far more ably filled 
the position. You will perhaps, ask, Why 
then have you presumed to take the same? 
I will tell you. To my surprise, some 
time since, my dear father said to me, 
"Robert, I want you to preside at The 
Earthen Vessel meeting in the evening." 
I smiled at the idea, and declined, plead
ing my inability. But I suppose, father 
like, he could see ability in his own boy 
that no one else could-a pardonable 
weakness-and again I was asked. My son 
has in his bedroom a n~at little motto he 
did when at school which says, " Children, 
obey yq_ur parents: " and although I plead 
guilty £o not always having obeyed that 
injunction; still I am here this evening 
in fulfilment of my father's desire. But 
do not for a moment suppose I come here 
as an obedient son only: no, I come 
obediently, it is true; but I also come 
willingly, cheerfully, and lovingly. If it 
is any gratification to my beloved parent 
to see bis third son in this position this 
evening, I can assure you it is a far 
greater pleasure to me to be able to afford 
him that gratification. I am also thank
ful to see such a number here; more cer
tainly than I expected; for with the several 
meetings that are being held this evening 
at the places in this locality-and the 
great commotion now closing in this dis
trict-I bad not expected so good an at
tendance. 

Now just a worcl as ~o tb~ ~bJect o~ these 
gatherings. The first idea 1s ,hankjulness: 
we meet to recognize and acknowledge the 
goodness of the Lord in having maintained 
the Editor in his position for over thirty 
years. Thirty years is a space of time few 
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men are spa1•ed to edit one magazine: and ' 
when we think of the thousands \tpon 
thousands of miles be bas travelled up 
and down this land preaching the Gospel, 
and never met with the slightest accident, 
I say we have great cause for thankfulness 
and gratitude on his behalf. Many of 
you are aware, it bas been usual to bold 
these meetings annually ; and while I was 
thinking o-.er these gatherings just now, 
a Fcs.•el meeting we held some years 
back came to 111-. mind. I call it the centre 
meeting of these thirty years. If my 
memory serves me correctly, it was held 
on the 21st of May, in the year '61, in 
old Unicorn Yard chapel, We bad, 
I may say, a glorious day on that oc
casion: in fact, we had more than a 
day, for we commenced on the previous 
evening with a prayer meeting, which was 
well attended. Then on the Tuesday 
morning. at 7 o'clock, we bad another 
similar meeting; a_ number breakfasted 
together, and at 10 o'clock we bad four 
addresses, by as many brethren, on the 
"Difficulties and Comforts of a Country 
Pastor's Life." The first was by Mr. 
Willoughby, of Orpington; the second 
by Mr. Hutchinson, of Bedmond; the 
third 1:y Mr. Cartwright, of Tring; and 
the fourth by Mr. Brunt, of Norwich; 
only the two last of these four ministers 
a.re now living. At 12 o'clock, our 
highly-honoured brother Ja.mes Wells 
delivered one of bis choice discourses 
from the words, "Endeavouring to keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace." He is also gone to his reward. 
We then dined together, and at 3 o'clock 
we commenced the second public meet
ing, over which G. T. Congreve, Eeq., of 
Peckham, presided ; and after addresses 
by some ministers," young Clark," as he 
was then called-and who preached the 
other Sunday at the Surrey Tabernacle 
with considerable acceptance-related his 
conversion and call to the ministry. 
Then we had a monster tea meeting, and 
in the evening a third and final meeting 
of the day, at which our aged friend, Mr. 
Thomas Pocock, presided ; and many of 
you will be glad to know he is still spared, 
although seldom able to get out. The 
chapel was crowded, and many were un
able to gain entrance. At that meeting 
the three principal speakers were Jamee 
Welle, my father's brother John, (a 
clergyman of the Church of England,) 
and our old and tried friend, Mr. Messer, 
who I am glad to see. here this evening. 
That evening Mr. Wells presented a testi
monial to the Editor of Tke Earthen 
Vessel; and I want to read you a sentence 
from Mr. Wclls'saddreeson thatoccasion. 
When presenting the testimonial, he said : 

I do not. know th1tt I am eo vo1•y much our
prised to see so many people, or to see such 
unanimity of feeling. It came upon my heart 
that some acknowledgmont ought to be made to 
Mr. Banks for bis Impartial and hnmenAO la
bours on behalf or the Churches. I said we 
have friends about the country, and if upon the 
whole they are not ve1·y rich, yet by one sub
scribing, and another subscribing we may get 
together, if not enough to do him good, at least 
enough to sbew him that we desire to do him 
good, and desire his welfare. When I looked at 
the sixteen yearK of labour. and thousands and 
thousands of letters and pieces he bas read in 
solitude, and the thousands he has to please-for 
an editor's position is o. very difficult one-I say 
we deeply sympathize with him in his labours, 
and feel for him in all he has had to undergo. 

There is a certain party I very much respect, 
called the "Sta11dn1rd people ; " and they say, 
" You Ves.~el people, we do not know what to 
make of you; you are all like composite archi
tecture; you are made up of all sorts: you Vessei 
people never hang together." We do not want 
to bang together. We do not want to hang 
at all. But we wish to hold together though, 
and we do hold together; and let this two 
hundred guineas, given by a vast number of 
people in smeJl sums, be s. proof of that. 

I, therefore, my dear brother, Quite unex
pectedly, qaite to my surprise, in the name of 
this meeting, in the ns.me of the good ministers 
of Jesus Christ who have done in their humble 
department their very best to help you in this 
matter, in the name of the hundreds of well
wishing Christians who would be glad to be 
present with us to-day; in the name of all good 
people; and in the name of the Lord, I present 
you with this £213, as an expression of our 
Christian love (Loud cheering). 
If, as Mr. Wells said, fifteen years ago, 
we had cause for thankfulness and grati
tude, surely we have increased cause for 
the same at the end of thirty years. Now 
why I have given you this hasty outline 
of this centre meeting, as I call it, is "that 
we may go and do likewise; or, in some 
degree, imitate the same. 

Just one word more. My father said 
I was to give a review of the thirty years 
the Vessel bas been in existenr.e. Although 
I have been connected with it from the 
very first number that was issued in 1845 
up to this time, yet I could not undertake 
that task; but the idea brought to my 
mind the many ministerial brethren who 
have " gone up higher " since we first 
issued the Vessel in 1845 ; and I will 
mention some of them, as it will be the 
means of refreshing our memory, and 
bringing to remembrance the name of 
many "a workman " who has spoken to 
us the word of life. In 1847 we lost 
Thomas Lord. In 1848 the aged George 
Frances, of Snowsfield (whose suooessor 
was Thomae Stringer), and Mr. James, of 
Hartley row, were called to their rest. 
The following year that sweet preacher, 
John McKenzie, left this world. Jn 1860 
James Osbourn, of Baltimore, and John 
Fowler, of Zoar ; the remains of the 
the latter my father bnried in Bunhill 
fields. In 1852 the great Joseph Irons 
was taken away ; and in the same year 
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the long-standing pastor of East Jane, The same remark also applies to two other 
Walworth, Mr. Moody. In 1853 Daniel fellow-labourer!!-John Foreman died on 
Curtice, of Homerton; John Cayzer, of the 8th of Febuary, and James Wells on 
the Oval, Hackney, and Joseph Sedgwick, the 10th of March, in 1872. In 1873, 
of Brighton, left the wilderness. In died the itinerant preacher, Richard 
1854 two truthful champions laid down Searle; the venerable George Wright, of 
their swords: James C~stleden, of Hamp- Beccles; and the argumentative William 
stead, and William Allen, of the Cave. Palmer, of Homerton row. Last year 
In 1856 James Raynsford, so well known (1874) we laid to rest "The Watchman 
in the county of Sussex, and a frequent on the Walls." Mr. Crumpton, George 
correspondent to the Vessel, left a world, Wyard, and William Caunt. This year 
where he had seen much sorrow, for the of 1875, Mr. Jay, of the Grove, has gone 
mansions above. In 1859 we laid to rest home, and Samuel Milner, of whom we 
Benjamin Lewis, of Trinity street; give a memoir in this month's Ve.ml. 
Thomae Shirley, of Sevenoaks; M,r. With your permission, there ie one or 
Gittens and Arthur Triggs; and in the two other remarks I should like to make 
year following, John Carter, who for in reference to the magazine, as to its 
very many years boldly preached the itsejulness to the Churches of truth. We 
truth at Peterborough. Five brethren I claim for The Earthen Vessel that it was 
left ue in 1861 : William Bidder, the originator of the idea of inserting 
Joseph Cartwright, William Tite, of what we term Preaching Notices-that ie, 
Potten ; Mr. Tann, of Yarmouth ; and announcements of j0Tthcomi11g services, 
R. S. Bird, of Clapham. In 1864, in the ,anniversaries, public meetings. preachings, 
very prime of life, and in the midst of &c. We were the first to do this, and the 
abundant labours, John Pelis, the pastor greatest proof of its usefulness is its 
of Soho, was called away ; and in the adoption by most of the other magazines. 
same year Mr. Tiptaft ceased from his In this particular The Vessel has become 
labours. In 1865 that sweet preacher in almost indispensable to our Churches, 
the Established Church, George A. Doud- and of great service to them. Then again, 
ney, of Plymouth, was called hence. In the News from the Churches was another 
1867 the converted Jew, Geo. Abrahams, original feature in The Vessel: by this. 
and the truth-loving William Parks, of " Church Intelligence" we have created a 
Openshaw, died. The venerable penman knowledge of, and interest among, the 
and preacher, John Andrew Jones, with various Churches of truth, be they scat
Thomae Wall, of Gravesend, and my tered ever so wide; and this union has re
father's loving deacon, Elijah Packer, suited often in mutual help. Here again 
ceased from their labours in 1868. In we see the usefulness of the magazine. 
1869 three giants in the Goepel fell- Then in making known the distresses of 
John Corbitt, at Plymouth ; Thomas manypoor,aftlicted saints,and thusgather
Gunner, in the Borough; and at the close ing them timely help, we have been made 
of the year J. C. Philpot, the Editor of useful. Look into that neat, clean little 
The Stcmdard. Early in 1870 we lost chamber over at Sturry, and ask tbat 
John Kershaw, also James Marks, the deeply a:fllicted brother there if The 
successful pastor of Eden chapel, Cam- Earthen Vessel has been the instrument of 
bridge; a man who could preach the any service to him: and what it has been 
Gospel ; also J esee Gwinnell, of Green- to him it has been to many others. It 
wich; Thomas Attwood, of Camberwell; was only last month that a godly woman 
and Sir John Thwaites. In 1871, full of came to my office, ancl begged that the 
years, loved of his brethren, George notic6 of her suffering partner might be 
Murrell, of St. Neots, left the Church inserted; "for," she added, "it has been 
below. Early in 1872 saw the closing of omitted these two months, and we have 
the long and successful ministry of two received 11oth-i11g." But I must not detain 
mighty men of truth-John Foreman left you longer, or I fear I may weary you. 
Mount Zion below for Mount Zion above; The Chairman, then introduced our 
and in the month following, the able earnest, zealous, and venerable brother 
preacher, and for many vears hie fellow- Thomas Ja.mes Messer, who gave us a 
labourer, Ja.mes Welle, went home; the bright and eloquent address, and con
same year saw the close of the life of eluded by expressing his wish for the 
Benjamin Davis, John Wigmore, and prosperity of The Eai·then Vessel. _Hymn 
Charles Drawbridge. It is somewhat re- was sung: after whic~ l\Ir. John Vmc~nt., 
markable that Mr. Philpot and Mr. of Spalding, spoke ID a very pleasing 
Kershaw were taken home within about a manner of a dream that he had had about 
month of each other-Mr. Philpot dying a month since respecting th~ wor~s in 1 
on the 9th of December, 1869, and Mr. Peter ii. I, "Wherefore, lay1Dg a.sule all 
Kershaw on the 11th of January, 1870. malice, and all _guile, and hypocrisies, and 
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envies, and all evil speaking.'' The ac
companying .. repeats" cannot here be told 
so well as they were set forth by Mr. 
Vincent, who proved his attachment to the 
Editor of The F,arthcn Vessel by giving a 
sovereign to the collection. James Mote, 
the solicit.or, then spoke in a very calm and 
steady manner on The Ea,·tken Vessel, 
which he illustratecl in nautical terms, as 
a sound vessel carrying suit.able provisions 
for tbe chilclren of Goel. The speaker 
highly commended the Captain of the 
resscl whom he believed wa.s a skilful one. 
After a hymn, Mr. Thomas Stringer spoke 
again with great earnestness. 

Mr. R. G. Edwards, of Notting Hill, 
followed with strong comments on the 
goocl that had resulted from the services 
of the Revivalists; how Dr. Doudney 
was in the act of writing against the errors 
promulgated, when he heard suddenly of 
his son being converted by their preach
ing. (These things require time, in order 
to prove their genuineness. We wish to 
judge righteous j udgment ). The speaker 
remal'ked that he was as firm a believer in 
the truth as any in the company, but he 
could not overlook facts that came before 
his notice. He considered as all right
minded persons do, that there is great 
need of prayer, for the peace and pros
perity of Zion. Mr. Joseph Flory, of 
Matfield Green, narrated a pleasing fact, 
that Tlw Earthen Vessel was the means, in 
God" s hand, of the conversion of the late 
Mr. John Pelis. Mr. Flory is a lover 
of the truth and deserves eneouragment. 

One verse of hymn 735 was sung:-
., 0 for a heart prepared to sing, 

To God mr Saviour, and my King. 
While with His saints I join to tell, 
My Jesus hatb done all thingH well." 

The Chairman then acknowlP,dged with 
thanks the kindness of those friends who 
had helped to circulate The Earthen 
Vessel, and also those who contributed to 
its pages materials worthy of the Church's 
-consideration. 

C. W. Banke, the Editor, then spoke a 
few words stating, as we have all reason 
to 1Jelieve, that he" carried on TlwEartken 
Vessel out of love to the Lord," and his 
aim was always to exalt the Saviour. He 
worked hard writing and preaching the 
whole week round, "and his son (the 
Chairman) stood by him in the work." 
The speaker intimated very judiciously 
that he " did not like. making Christ Jesus 
a beggar," as the Revivalists of the day 
do. which is a crime too God-dishonour
ing and Loo creature-exalting for a humble 
Ch,·istian to recognise wit.h pleasure. 

.A. vote of thanks to the Chairman, and to 
the ladies wae carried, and acknowledged; 

the Doxology, wae heartily sung; 11.nd Mr. 
Tyler, of Hadlow, closed with prayer. 

May The Earthen Vessel and its Editor 
continue long amongst ue, and prosper 
greatly. W. W1NTE111s. 

Waltham Abbey. 

THE NEW BAPTIST CHAPEL AND 
SCHOOLS ON NEWBOLD HALL 
ESTATE, ROCHDALE. 

We gave a few note~ last month of the 
happy movements of the friends in Rochdale, 
who have for some time assembled for divine 
worship, and for Sunday school exercises in 
the Public hall, Bailie street, and the more 
thoroughly our Churches understand· the 
cause of the separation at Hope Chapel, the 
more deeply will they sympathise with the 
friends who are now building what will be a 
handsome, commodious, useful, and, we be
lieve, permanently-honoured sanctuary for 
the spiritual benefit of thousands, and for the 
exaltation of the blessed Redeemer's name. 

We here give a portion of the Report 
which we promised, nnd we hope to continue 
it until we nre enabled to give a pictorial 
view of the building, and a full description 
of the opening services. M~anwhile, we 
venture to advise all Christian friends who 
may be called for any time to abide in 
Rochdale, to go and listen to the minister, 
Mr. James Hand, and to unite in the services 
at the Public hall. We here give the first 
section of the Report:-

The ceremony of laying the memorial 
stones of the new Baptist Chapel and Schools 
in Milnrow road, at Newbold, took place on 
Saturday· afternoon, May 1, 1875. The 
chnpel and schools are being built by the 
Particular Baptist denomination, who.se 
services, &c., have hitherto been held in the 
Public ball. The new chapel and schools 
are being built on an excellent site opposite 
the residence of Mr. Alderman Tatham, and 
their cost is estimated at about ,£5,000. The 
land bas been leased of Mr. Alderman 
Tatham. Several old buildings, one of which 
bears the date of 1682, are situated on it, and 
these have been given to the trustees by Mr. 
Alderman Tatham. The materials, will be 
used in the erection of tbe new buildings. 
A procession was formed at the Public hall, 
and walked thence along Baillie street, 
John street, Molesworth street, and Miln
row road. Before going to the site the pro
cession walked through the garden of Mr. 
Tatham 's residence, where a hymn was sung, 
thence proceeded to the ground where the1-e 
was a large number of people p1·esent. Two 
hymns having been eung, prayer offered up, 
and a suitable portion of Scripture read, 

Mr. Eli Brierley stated the contents of 
the bottles to be placed in the cavities 
beneath the memorial stones. The bottles 
contained the local papers, a programme of 
the day's proceedings, tlie" Earthen Vessel," 
documents containing the names of the 
ministers and deacons, building committee, 
&c. 

Mr. John .Gartside, in presenting tbe 
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beautiful mallet, trowel and level to Mr. 
Alderman Tatham, said,-" Sir, it iA my 
pleasing duty, on behalf of the buildin~ 
committee nod friends, to present to you this 
trowel, mallet nnd level, wherewith to lay 
one of the memorial stones of this building. 
I hope, sir, that you may never have l'nuse 
to regret the very important part you have 
taken in this day's proceedings1 but that you 
may at nil times look on these ouildings with 
pleasure; and I have no doubt, sir, but that 
your children will at all times look upon 
these memorials and prize them greatly after 
you are gone. I hope, sir, these stones will 
be well and truly laid, and pray that God's 
blessing may rest upon our efforts." 

ALDERMAN TATHAM'S ADDRESS. 

Mr. Tatham having performed the 
ceremony in the customary manner, and 
declared the stone duly laid, said :-

" I thank you, Mr. Gartside, and the 
committee, for the beautiful trowel, and 
handsome mallet and level presented 
to me on this occasion. I trust they will 
long remain in my family, and be an 
incentive to my children to be ready 
in every good work, and give a helping 
hand to this and kindred causes. I have 
pleasure in taking part in the good work we 
are inaugurating this day, and any one who 
has seen the plae.e must be satisfied with the 
progress now being made. I have frequently 
walked on the ground since the work com
menced, and looking round, noticing the 
work going on, and am happy to say you 
have a good architect and contractor. And, 
let us hope, when the contractor and work
men have finished the building according to 
the architect's design, that many people may 
be gathered within its walls. And when 
the children in the school and the congrega
tion in the chapel are gathered together, it 
may he made manifest that both minister 
and teachers are instruments in the hands 
of the heavenly Architect, in bringing many 
living stones within the walls of this place, 
of wliich we nre this day laying the.memorial 
stones. There is no desire to compete or set 
up opposition to any neighbouring church 
or chapel-the more the better. I am happy 
to say in this neighbourhood there are not 
many courts and alleys where the lowest 
classes of society resort, and I hope places 
like chapels and schools will frevent the 
springing up of a population o that kind. 
The1·e are many people who pass up the road 
adjoining, and who, perhaps, are alter 
questionable amusements; hut if any 
passing by when the building is completed, 
and the appearance of the place tempt them 
to enter, may a word in season be spoken to 
them. 

"Those who take an interest in these good 
works must be delighted to see so many 
present sympathising with the efforts put forth 
to erect thi• place, and If any of the friends 
here have withheld their subscriptions until 
they saw something done, I think the time 
has now arrived to convince such that the 
committee are In earnest; and to strengthen 
my observation I need but direct you to the 

great progress you see before us in the 
building. There are some people who if 
you ask to support or give to the erection' of 
a chapel, will reply and say, ' It is best to 
be just before !lenerous.' Well, my Mend 
I cannot say anything against such aJ 
observation, if honestly given; but I don't 
think such remarks are applicable to any one 
who may be in debt ten pounds, and have 
one hundred or a thousand owing to them. 
It there be any amongst you of this class, I 
hope the remarks will be taken in the spirit 
they are given. Examples, my friends, are 
much stronger than precepts; let our actions 
be such that may lead others to become 
useful members of society and as.sist in taking 
part in proceedings like these. 

"We are, as we may say, preparing the 
ground for sowing the seed, and the desire of 
all should be that it may fall on good ground 
and bring forth an abundant harvest. 

"As we see the rough ~tones out of the 
earth are manipulated by the skilful work
men, fashioned and built upon the wall•, so 
may stones now around us in nature's quarry, 
through the instrumentality of minister~, 
teachers and Christian work, be prepared as 
polished gems in the royal diadem, as we 
have been singing:-

' All hall the power ot Jesn•s name, 
Let angels prostrate fall, 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all.' 

Doubtless the committee and friends are 
desirous to see tbe building finished and a 
Gospel preacher that will fill the place with 
anxious hearers; and that the topstones may 
be hrou!lht both to the chapel nnd school at 
no distant period without accident, and an 
all-seeing eye may guide and protect; and 
as the hymn says :-

' The beads that guide endue with skill. 
The hands that work preserve from ill; 
And we, who these foundations lay, 
May raise the topstone in Its day.' 

" And now, my dear friend•, the rain is 
falling, but it will do a great deal more good 
than harm, yet some of you may not be able 
to remain long, but there is one remark I 
wish to make, and that is, the committee 
have stated on their bills posted on the walls 
and on the programmes of this day's pro~ 
ceedings, that an opportunity will be given 
to lay offerings upon the stone, and, as 
example is better than precept, I now place 
my mite upon it." 
MR. WILLIAM CROWTHER'S ADDRESS. 

Mr. W. Crowther, after laying the second 
memorial stone and decl8J•ing it well and 
truly laid, expressed his thankfulness foi
the degree of civil liberty enjoyed by all the 
community living under British rule as 
probably greater than that enjoyed by any 
other nation under the sun; being limited 
only by those necessary restrictions which 
are the indi.•pensable preservatives of peace, 
law, and order. 

"But,"sai<l he, "ourreli!liousliberty ,though 
comparatively !?rent under the anomalous 
circumstances of a State-supported Church 
is not all that is desirable. Between II man'; 
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faith and his God there needs no secular 
interferen<'e, not· is it equitable there should 
be any. The interference of authority in 
matters of religion is an usurpation of the 
Dh·ine prerogative, and, althouj!;h sanc
tioned by long--estahlished custom iu this 
and other countries, is none the less wholly 
contrary to the spirit and teaching of Jesus 
Christ and His Apostles. Religfous equality, 
and not religious license or patronage by 
State, or Church, or both, is what we claim 
as the just inheritance of all classes, both on 
grounds of stricnight and wise government. 

"Thankful, however, forwhatweatpresent 
enjoy, we look hopefully set patiently,forward 
to a time when, by the directing hand of God 
in endowing our Legislators with dis<'ernment 
and true !'oumg-e\ there will be a perfect dis
eonnection of Re igion from State patronage 
and !'Ontrol, and man's sole accountability to 
his Maker for his faith will be practically 
acknowledg-ed." 

Referring to the distinctiveness of our 
faith as a denomination, Mr. Crowther said: 
" We recognise and own the great doctrine of 
the Trinity as revealed in the Old Testament, 
in the words: ' The Lord our Elohim (which 
is a plural noun) is one Lord,' and in the 
New, in the words: • Then are Thou that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost, and these Three are One.' 
It did not need a revelation to tell us that 
'One is One,' but that • Three are One' 
could only be believed on the ground of indis
putable revelation ; and upon thi~ we base 
our faith without feeling under any obliga
tion to explain what rests on Dh·ine author
ity. Our lurther Creed is epitomized in the 
words, ' By grace are ye saved ; ' the differ
ence between us and others, who nominally 
acknowledge tbe same fact, being that whilst 
the general practice is to confess in Creed, 
and in contemplation of Death, the exclusive 
efficiency of grace, but to iguore it in preach
in!!' ; our practice ( as we allege) is, con
sistently to adhere in preaching, practice, 
life, and death, to that great doctrine, and 
unhesitatingly at all times, and in every way, 
to assert that it is solelv from the one act of 
grace and choicP in Christ Jesus before the 
world began, that all other acts of grace 
which culminate in the entire salvation of all 
the Elect, arise. 

" Pretended offers of grace and proposals of 
mercy, as if on the part of God to the crea
ture, we regard as unauthorised; but glory 
in the fact t.hat ' God is pleased by the fool
ishness of preaching ( or a simple declaration 
of the truth) to sa,•e them that believe.' 

"But adhering, as we desire e~nsistently to 
do, to our own faith and practice as Par
ticular Baptists, we wish ever to cherish feel
ings of true brotherhood to all who love our 
Loi·d Jesus Christ in sincerity." 

[ A further report of the evening meeting, 
over which Mr. Alderman Tatham ably 
presided, will appear next month.] 

EAST RO A D.-The monthly prayer 
meeting at 43, Singleton street, was on Friday 
eveninr,;, June llth. Six united in prayer; 
an address was given by W. Beddow. 

TRAVELLING IN THE NORTH. 
(Rough R11il1cay P@cilling,. Continuedfrona p.191,) 

[High-trained, hard, and clear intellects, 
with wit and sarcasm, may smile at these 
Notes; but many friends are pleased to 
receive tidings of other friends, and reminis
cences of little Churches, in different parts 
of our lovely isle.-En.] 

."CHILDREN THAT WILL NOT LIE." 
Rochdale, Saturday, May 8, 1875. After 

tunnelling and turning from Liverpool this 
morning, I have been to sweet Moss 
Mansion, where Christian charity, honour
able sympathy, and a pleasant, free courtesy 
always abound. Perhaps, for the last time, 
I have left them; but so loRg as life and 
memory remain, my grateful heart will 
linger over the scenes of quietude and·mercy 
there enjoyed. 

Waiting for a train to get on to Hollin
wood, I ask the Lord for instruction for to
morrow. Sunday school anniversary sermoilll 
are expected to be adapted to such occasions; 
and as I was silently on the search for some
thing before I left my bed in Dr. Scott's 
College of Health, in Liverpool, this morning, 
there sprang up in my mind those words:
" Children that will not lie ; so He was their 
Saviour." Useful things appear here, if 
you consider-

I. The characters--" children." 
II. Two things implied: a law of truth is 

in existence ; strong temptations beset the 
children to depart from the truth. 

II I. Great decision : " Children that will 
NOT lie." 

IV. Blessed reward: "So He was their 
Saviour." 

From these premises you have one re
markable fact, namely, a stern and co11 tinued 
decision for the truth marks a saved cha
racter. Some would ask, What is truth? 
and how can a sinful, fallen child, or man, 
abide by truth, seeing the heart is deceitful, 
and the world is full of temptations 1 

[We reserve notes of this sermon for the 
present.J 

Hollinwood, Saturday night, May 8, 
1875. A holy and blessed providence brought 
me here this night from Liverpool, to Roch
dale, then to Manchester and Hollin wood. 

As I have been resting a little in Mr. 
Holgate's villa, this Scripture entered my 
soul:-" How shall I put thee among the 
children, and give thee a goodly heritage? 
Thou shalt call Me, my Father! and shalt 
not turn away from Me." 

This may belong to the Gentiles as a body, 
or God's elect among them ; but it is a 
Scripture which opens up four veins of a 
true experience in the coming of souls into 
the kingdom of grace. It represents-

1. God has a family of children. 
2. Others desire to be among them. 
3. There appears some difficulty in the 

way, a;i though the Lord sent the question 
right home to the heart of a poor &eeker
"How shall I put TllEE among the chil
dren?" as though the Lord might say to one, 
Have not you been a dreadful, base trans
gressor 1 to another, Have not you been a 
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eold-heorted Pharisee? or 11n unbelieving 
and impenitent sinner? Are yo11 notall rags 
and misery 7 &c. 

But now listen to the voice of sovereign 
love and mercy:-" Thou shalt call Me, my 
Father." Whotdoes that mean? It means

I. I hove loved thee ; J have chosen thee 
in My Son, from all eternity. Tho11 host been 
My child, Mine adopted, from everlasting. 

2. It means-I have redeemed thee by 
the Lord Jesus, and in Him I have made 
thee accepted. 

3. It means-I have quickened your soul 
by the incorruptible Word, through the 
Spirit, and you shall know 

The Indwelling Power of the Spirit; 
The Revealing Power of the Spirit; 
The Applying Power of the Spirit; 
The Sealing Power of the Spirit. 
Therefore, in prayer, in faith, in praise, in 

obedience, and in holy fellowship, thou shalt 
call Me, my Father.'1 

Then there is the guaranteed security
" and shalt not turn away from me." 
This refers-

I. To the many temptations to depart ; 
2. To the immutability of Jehovah; and, 
3. To the impossibility of killing the life, 

or faith, or love, or hope of a truly regene
rated believer. 

This is not simply negative-it is positive; 
you shall /o on to believe in Me, to seek 
and to fin M v salvation. 

With a chapel full, and some soul-freedom, 
we travelled through the services gladly, 
and praised the Lord. The collection 
reached near .£16. 

Leaving Hollinwood, May 11, 1875. 
At Oldham, yesterday, 
Some little light I had ; 
His mercy was my shield, 
My soul was truly glad. 
Returning back to Hollinwood, 
With Hudson John I found it good 

Of grace to testify. 
In Jireh, then, again we sang; 
The bells of grace once more we rang; 

Sweet " Swan " spoke kind to all. 
Thus now, right on for fifteen days, 
We've talked and help'd to sing His praise, 

Whom we, " our God," we call. 
To all the" Woods" in Hollinwood, 
And other friends as well, 
With grateful heart, we now must part
Farewell ! loved friends, farewell ! 

(To be continued). 

WIVELSFIELD, SUSSEX. - Baptist 
chapel. Wednesday, May 12, Mr. Virgo 
( the pastor) baptized four believers, two of 
whom had for years sat under his much
esteemed predecessor, the late Mr. Thomas 
Baldock, and one of them had visited him 
no less than four times on purpose to speak 
to Mr. B. on the subject of baptism, but 
as he said nothing to her on that subject, 
a~e could not find courage to name it to 
him. The present pastor thinks this cil'
cu mstance should be a hint to ministers 
gently to introduce the subject to timid nod 
fearing ones. 

OUR CHURCHES IN YORKSHIRE. 
We are receivin~ encouraging notes from 

different parts of tne North. We are a.~sured 
that all free-will, high and dry doctrine talk, 
and corrupt mixture must fly before the 
living Gospel of Christ. Our inmost soul 
rejoiceth in the outcome of spiritual freedom. 
No false nor bitter ism can grow where Jesus 
comes in the power of the Holy Ghost. We 
shall (D. v.) give some of the letters as time 
and space permit. Our brother Jos. Taylor, 
of Sheffield, says : 

"I venture to give you my own inde
pendent version of things as I have seen 
them in these parts. There has been a cause 
in Sheffield ever since your visit a few years 
ago. Since then, at Masborough, a new 
chapel bas been built; the Church set in 
the order of the Particular Baptist Churches, 
founded on the model trust deed. We are 
not wilhout prosperity in many ways. We 
have week-day prayer meetings; also a Bible 
class formed tor reading and searching the 
Holy Scriptures, both of which are well 
attended; a spirit of enquiry is abroad; we 
have a good hope of many gathering under 
our vine and fig-tree. We have had seven 
baptisms in all since our new chapel was 
opened: two in connectiun with our Church 
at Ma.~borough, and five from Sheffield, in 
connection with Doncaster street. There 
brother Johnson has succeeded in forming a 
Church, who now break bread in Gospel 
order under his ministry. Hence, fruit has 
come of our labours and prayers for Sheffield. 
I rejoice in my heart to see the Gospel taking 
root in these parts. I am sure you will see 
that the hand of God must have been in 
your coming down here, and in all the 
strange history through which we have 
passed since then. 

" Brother Elam and I take Masborough 
and Barnsley alternately. At Barnsley we 
have hope things are reviving : a prayer 
meeting is held before morning services. 
Last Sunday I spoke to a full assembly of 
people. I do believe my God will show me 
something good from His truth in these parts 
before I die. I look upon my own con ver
sion as a kind of first fruits unto God in 
these parts. I have suffered murh from those 
I love, and for whom I pray, but I am kept 
by the power of God, and I believe I shall 
see my pleadings with Him realised in His 
own time and in His own way. 

"I have had some blessed conversation and 
communion with a John Bolton, from 12, 
Garth street, Pont.lottyn, Glamorganshire, 
South Wales. He is a faithful preacher 
of the truth, and a seed of hope for those 
district$ now overrun with generalism·. He 
would do your London Churches good; he 
has many friends ; he is still in the harness, 
preaching the uncorrupted Word of God. 

" Tile more I have spent my strength for 
Christ the more have I seemed to iucrease 
in strength. My dear wile thinks it hard 
to be left every Sabbath, but meekly submits 
to the Lord's will, and is made, iu every re
spect, a shm-er with me in the knowledge of 
the divine grace to which we are called. I 
know I am nothing, but God, who created 
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the world out ofnot.hing, gives me continual 
acceptance with His people, and we have 
many jo,·ful times together. Bless His 
name!. Not the high, the proud, the mighty, 
the eloquent are always the pioneers of the 
t!Mne will, but' God bath chosen the weak 
things, and thinp:s which are not, to bring 
to nou11;ht things which are.' Thank God I 
know He bath called and sent me. His 
word shall accomplish the end for which it 
wa_s sent. Satan has shaken me from head 
to toot with ,•iolent temptations; I have 
almost despaired of my hope and life; but 
though cast down, not destroyed. Had He 
not re,•ealed Himself to me as my God in 
Christ, having chosen even me in Him, I 
must have been driven to utter despair. 
Bless His name, He kills and He makes 
ali\'e; He is the Alpha and Omega of 
our salvation. This you know, but the tale 
is al ways new. Yours truly in the Gospel, 

"JOSEPH TAYLOR. 
"To C. \'V. Banks." 

THE RISE OF THE CHURCH IN 
MORLEY. 

Mr. William Brooksbank, of Morley, says: 
" MR. EDITOR,-1 believe you will ad

mit among your friends some who have been 
made to know the plague of their own heart 
and brought to love a free-gra~e Gospel, 
which is good news and glad tidings to the 
poor, th-. maimed, the bait, and the blind. 
A few of this class are in Leeds. There bas 
been for many vears a Particular Baptist 
Church there. ·Mr. Clough was minister 
twelve vears : be has left. There have been 
division"s interfering with the comfort and 
prosperity of the Church. At Morley, a 
village five miles from Leeds, we have a 
Church formed on New Testament princi
ples. About four years since we were formed 
into a Church; previous to that time, our 
mends went to Leeds to hear Mr. Clough. 
The Lord, in His great mercy, brought several 
of us from the Armenian• ; we were made 
willing to join the few despised people. We 
commenced a week-night prayer meeting; 
then we took a room and had preaching ser
vice on Sunday•. The room was uncomfort
able. After murb thought and prayer for 
divine direction, we resolved to build a chapel. 
Some in Morley were astonished that a few 
poor people should attempt such a thing. 
But by God's bles.•ing we succeeded, and we 
have as nice a little chapel as there is in 
Yorkshire. 

" The cost of ground and chapel was over 
£800. We have a deht of _£500. We intend 
to J1IJ.r" off this year £10). We h~ve bad 
help from friends both m Lancashire and 
Yorkshire ; if readers of ' The . Earthen Ves
sel' feel disposed to send us a httle help, we 
shall be obliged. Like all other Churches of 
truth we have many enemies; but our worst 
enemies have been our professed fi-iends. For 
near three years we were supplied by' Stan
dard ' preachers. Some of our friends who 
once heard Mr. Crowther, and was blessed 
under him, wished him to be asked to preach 
for us. When this became known, some of 
our preachers said if be came they would 

not. We did not like this intimidation. 
Mr. Crowther was invited, and when he 
found our motive was good he come and 
preached in our pulpit, and hns preached for 
us several times since. We have never heard 
anything unscripturnl dl'Op from his lips; we 
only wisb we could have him oftener. 

"The result was foui• of our preachers 
gave up coming. Whatever their intentions 
were, it has proved a blessing to us; we have 
more of Christ and less of corruption. The 
fact is, we have more of the remedy than the 
malady. The living family of God feel the 
malady every day; they cannot live on that; 
they want to hear more of the remedy. The 
Lord has poured out upon us, as a Church, 
the Spirit of grace and supplication. We 
have blessed seasons when gathered for 
prayer. I hope the Lord will enable us to 
stand still and see His salvation. Should you 
be spared to come into Yorkshire again, we 
hope you will pay us a visit." 

Brother Elam says: 
"DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-! am a 

Yorkshireman-born and brought up at a 
village called Mirfield, three miles from 
Dewsbury, ten from Leeds, six from Lock
wood. I understand you say there are no 
New Testainent Churches in Leeds. There 
is one in Leeds at the late Mr. Will's chapel. 
There is a place at Morley, and two causes 
at Dewsbury; one at Dawgreen, the other 
a new chapel opened recently. The oldest 
cause is at Thornhill Edge, near Dewsbury. 
When I was in that part I supplied them 
several years. There 1s a cause at Slaith
waite; friend Crowther preaches for them 
when there are live Sundays in the month; 
Mr. Thomssett is the minister - a blind 
gentleman. Another cause is at a place 
called Clatton West, five miles from Lock
wood ; their minister is dead. 

" Hence you will see there are eight causes 
of truth. I read the ' --- ' until they 
came down with their w1·ath upon friend 
Crowther, a man of God whom I loved in 
my very soul. He was the instrument the 
Lord used to bring me from Moses to the 
Gospel of the grace of God. His text was, 
' It is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps.' He showed how a natural man's ways 
were based upon wood, bay, and stubble; 
when tested they would be burnt up. Then 
be opened up the way the Lord brought His 
children ; a sale way, a glorious highway, a 
sure way; no going wrong when the Lord 
leads us. I was led to see the fallacy of my 
own way, and the bleBl'edness of the ways of 
our covenant-keeping God in Christ. I cried 
out,-

' Lord, let me be the man 
'.!.'bat Thou wilt lead and guide.' 

And, blessed be His precious name, He has 
verified His word, ' I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.• I have read your' Earthen 
Vessel • more than twenty years. I have 
had seasons of joy and weeping in reading of 
those precious things the Lord has enabled 
you and others to write. 

'Thou, 0 Obrist, art all I want; 
All In all, In '£bee I find.' 

" I see from ' Cheering Words • you have 
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heard Moody nnrl Sankey. I have had it 
hot for what I told vou iu the' Vessel.' Mrs. 
Johnson asked if I had seen the ' Standard ? ' 
I snid1 No, neither did I want. She said I 
must oe made to Fee it then. She said they 
sent them nil to the devil. 

" To nil our brethren in the ministry ; to 
all our deacons in the Churches ; to all the 
seeking seed of Jacob, who know and love 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; to all such I will 
dare to declare that it is time to down with 
all party name, and to give ourselves up to 
an mdividual and united perservering prayer 
for the outpouring of the Holy Ghost upon 
us all. Amen and Amen, saith my soul. 
This is the spirit we want to cultivate in all 
Churches. Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever thiQgs are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, what
soever things are of good report, if there be 
any virtue, if there be any praise, think on 
these things. 

"May the blessed Spirit seal these precious 
truths on all our hearts, so that we may be 
enabled to bring forth much fruit to the praise 
and glory of the sacred Three-Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Yours in Christian love, 

J. ELAM. 

VICTORIA PARK.-" Speldhurst road 
chapel Young Men's Bible Mission." It is 
proposed to form in South Hackney a Young 
Men's Bible Mission, for the express object of 
bearing testimony to the truth of the Gospel 
in the homes aud highways of the East ot 
London. This effort will be preceded by a 
special meeting for prayer, &c., in Speldhurst 
~ad chapel, Sunday afternoon, July 4, at 3 
o clock. C. W. Banks, Samuel J-lanks, 
J. Elsey, friends Richards, Haydon, Tyler, 
E. P. Brown, F. J. Fowler, W. Beddow, 
and others are experted. Young men, 
decided in heart for the defence of Gospel 
truth, are most affectionately invited. 

A plnin white marble tablet is now placed 
in Grove chapel, Camberwell, to the memory 
of the late pastor, bearing the following 
Inscription : 

IN AFFECTIONATE REMEMBRANCE 
OF 

THE REV. JAM ES J A Y, 
FOR TWEN'rY-0NE YEARS 

THE FAITHFUL PASTOR OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
ASSE!ilBLING IN 

GROVE CHA.PEL, CAMBERWBLL. 

BORN SEPTEMBER 12111, 1801. 
DIED APRIL GIit, 18i6. 

u Every man'1, work shall be ma.de manifest: 
for the day shall <leclare It, because it shall be 
revealed by fire, au<l the flre shall try every 
mo.n'e wo1·k of ,vhat sort it is."-1 Coa. iii.13. 

' 4 Jesus, Thy bloorl o.ml righteousness 
M.y beauty a.re, my glo1 ious dreNs; 
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy •hall I lift up my head." 

COUNT ZIN ZAN DORF. 

MR. BLAKE AND THE SUFFOLK 
BAPTISTS AT WALSHAM - LE -
WILLOWS. 
Tuesday, June I, the As.sociation friends 

gathered. The services, upon the whole, 
were good. Mr . .Blake's address did not go 
down with some. His opinion is that the 
times are good; that wor.derful things are 
coming; that the revivalMs are ominous of 
what God is about to do for the Church. 
Hespokehighlyofthe American evangelists; 
he spoke approvingly of' the present state of 
Dissent; he said there was a bright cloud to 
be seen. As to the past, we Dissenters were 
looked upon as the oflscouring of all things; 
but now we have among us wealthy 
persons, persons of talent and great learning; 
we are respected by the world and by men 
of high standing. We have many gentle
men among us, whose sons are educated in 
the colleges; they will fill positions in the 
Dissenting body. Through the press the 
people's eyes are openerl ; people in general 
are beginning to think for themselves. 
Other denominations are doing great thing-s 
for God ; if we do not go to work, God will 
turn the work over into the bands of others. 

The extracts of letters from the Churches 
were read, and indicate much the same 
state of' things as before. The number of 
deaths during the past year, of members in 
the Churches, was astonishing; but not a 
single death among any of the mini:lters of 
the Associated Churches. 

In afternoon of first day, Mr. l\Iorling, of 
Ipswich, preached a faithful sermon. In the 
evening Mr. Bland gave a lecture upon his 
visit to Rome. It was highly interesting. 
A; he had not time to give us all, it is hoped 
he will publish it. 

The second day's services commenced with 
earnest prayer. Mr. Legg-ett, of Cransford, 
presided. In his introduction be said be 
believed God had a certain work to do; He 
knew bow to do it, and who to emvloy; and 
it all would be done; we have not to do with 
a disappointed God. It was a contradiction 
to some part ol the address the previous 
morning. 

Mr. Sears, of Laxfield, preached on the 
Resurrection; taking- l\Ir. Cooper's place, 
who, through infirmities, was not capable of 
fulfilling his engagement. Mr. Sears told 
us he did not believe in the svstem now 
taught by so many of the Baptist denomina
tion; he did not belie\'e iii general invita
tions, nor in general redemptioq, nor in Open 
Communion. What he said was, also, con
trary to the address already alluded to. 

Mr. Brand, of Bungay, also preached a 
sound discourse, in which were choice ideas. 
He believed in the all-wise arrangements of 
heaven, without having to depend upon 
human exertions tor the success and ac
complishment of His purposes.. . 
· · The venerable Samuel Colhns made bts 
appearance on the platform, to the no ~all 
joy of the audience. On account of bis m
di$position he was not expected; but he 
made a painful effort to be present. He 
gave us some seasonable counsel. 

The collections were excellent. The 
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services ended 
satisfaction. 

in the highest pleasure and Morgan, of Sydney. The other Churches In 

[" llforMcai " says, "The rising 1tenera
tion, in the Suffolk A=cintion, will soon 
eclipse the old-fashioned men and all their 
manners. Georg-e Wright is gone! Samuel 
Collin•. John Cooper, and other godly men, 
who ba,•e clone their work in faith and with 
zeal, are 

the A!l!lociation were represented by letter. 
Business matters were attended to. Appli
cations demanding specinl attention were 
left for the committee to decide. The mission 
work in Rome occupied much time, and 
specinl attention wns directed to it. The 
reports from the various Churches are en
couraging. There bas been an increase in 

-' to the margin come. members and an improvement in the con-
And soon expect to die.'•· gregations generally. The Churches have 

We ask. Will better men be found filling not lost any ot their ministers, either by 
their places? Does the state of the Asso- removal or sickness. The Association remains 
ciated Churches indicate an improvement entire, and the ministers occupy the same 
either vitally, spirituallv, or numerically? position as three years ago. 
On e,·er~· hand, where God's truth is firmly At 7 p.m. a public meeting was held in 
ernhraeed, there is a IAmentable cry, that the chapel, when the various ministers nnd 
the unrtnon• power of the Holy Ghost is delegates of the seve1·al Churches assembled 
suspended. Talent, culture, education, are to hear the annual address delivered by the 
very ornamental; but while our Churclies secretary. The address was listened to with 
weep over the lack of the com•incing, con- great attention, and was ordered to be 
verting, and uniting powers of the Holy printed for circulation. . 
Ghost. are we to believe that the :;:pirit of We hope the address will be forwarded to 
the Jh,ing- God the g-reat Spirit of Truth : us, that we may see, and let our readers see, 
promised.by Christ, and sent by the Father: 1 w~a~ the brethren in Australia are really 
has left us, and is gone over to, and is domg. 
working- by, those popular parties who, in 
their ministrations, publicly, positively, and UCKFIELD, SUSSEX.-Baptist chapel. 
constant]~- declare Some months since we reported in these 

(1) That Jesus Christ came'int~ the W?I"ld pages the opening services of a new chapel, 
to _redeem th~ whole of Adam s family: as above, and now we are glad to record the 
"'.h,cb declaration bas been awfully contr~- I Lord's continued goodness to His people in 
dieted by the whole course of_ the people m this place. For more than six months the 
the 'IVorld fi;om the Fall until now. Then pulpit has been supplied by Mr. Turner, a 
these exceedmgly zealous pleaders declare. member of" Ebenezer," Brighton, and now 

(2) Tha~ they have power to offer Christ, the Church have given him a cordial invita
and salvation, to every one that heareth tion to accept the pa.•torship. We are g-lad 
them ; and the debt is being steadily reduced. This 

(3) That there and then every person bas clean little town is well worthv a visit from 
power to receive, to believe, to embrace, the Christian tourist being situate in one of 
and to fi_nd peace : . that is1 an assurl\nce the most picturesqu~ parts of Sussex, and 
that their souls will certam\y enter m~o that is say_ing much. Here may the Rose 
etern~l glory. Are. these t~mgs of Gods of Sharon flourish, and the lily of the valley 
teachmg-, and by H,s author,ty? We are rejoice and the ·sons of God shout for joy. 
rec~h-inl!' letters and papers, which we will Amen: 
notice, D.V.] 

PASTOR DANIEL ALLEN. 
THE SYDl"EY MORNING HERALD of 

March 26 ( Good Friday) bas reached us. 
The " leader " on the Crucifixion of Jesus is 
of an extreme Unitarian cast, which we read 
with pain. If this is the general theology 
of Australia, woe be unto its religious status. 

But we turn from them to a pleasing 
report of the progress of the Australian 
Particular Baptist Association, whose annual 
meeting was held on Wednesday, March 24, 
in the Baptist church, Castlereagh street. 
At 10 a.m. the delegates of the various 
Churches and friends a•sembled in the 
Castlereagh street church for divine worship 
and prayer. The devotional service.• were 
conducted by D. Allen, chairman of the 
association. 

At 3 p.m. the delegates, &e., met to 
transact busine,;s. There were present : D. 
A.lien, chairman; T. Robey, of Wallsend, 
secretary of the association ; also, J. Hicks, 
of Ryde; D. Young, of Lambton; delegates: 
R. Cropley, of Newcastle; S. Cross and -

SAINT NEOTS, HUNTS. - Baptist 
chapel, New street. Wednesday, June 9, 
the usual anniversary services were held. 
Sermons were preached in afternoon and 
evening by Mr. Atkinson, of Brighton, and 
Mr. Crowther. We bad good attendance, 
with satisfactory collections. "The Lord is 
good and doeth good." In the afternoon Mr. 
Atkinson preached a very savoury and 
encouraging discourse from the words, " Say 
unto my soul I am thy salvation." Many 
a dear pilgrim rejoiced in the retrospect of 
their own experience, while other dear souls, 
who are seeking the Lord amid tears and 
fears, obtained both help and hope. In the 
evening we were favoured with a very 
thoughtful and excellent sermon by Mr. 
Crowther, from Col. iii. 1. The Lord be 
praised for still sparing the valuable lives and 
services of these His dear servants. Oh that 
the Lord of the harvest would send out more 
such labourers into His field. We know 
Zion is safe, but we long for her a larger 
measure of prosperity. 
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THE DYING CHAMBER. 1 world admired for integrity. He was a living 
epistle; as was meekly expressed by His sor
rowing widow. 

Your brother in J esns, 
ISAAC BALLARD. 

Beu:ah villa, Farnborough, Kent. 

" It is good for us to be here." Wherever i 
the sacred feet of the adorable and great 
High Priest of our profession are placed, He 
sanctities and makes it more desirable than 
Eden's floral garden, Carmel'• graeeful 
mountain, or Lebanon, with all the beauty 
andlovelinesstbe band oftbe Eternal bas, HAYES TABERNACLE-Third anni
adorned it with: "For ifin the waters, they : versary of Mr. R. C. Barden's pastorate 
shall not overflow thee: if in the fire, the : was commemorated June 15. Lar<>'e corn
flame shall not. kindle upon thee: if in the ·

1 
panies of friend,i from London aii'd other 

valley, there is a door of hope: it we combat , parts assembled. The discourse in the 
with death, he shall swallow us up in morning, from " Let him that is athirst 
victory: the cold and unsightly grave shall ! comP," ·by Mr. W. J. Styles, was like ~ 
lose its prey; therefore, thanks be unto God, gentle shower of heavenly dew; it fell with 
which always causeth us to tTiumph in , refreihing sweetness on the souls of many 
Christ." Well might the disciples say, " It weary Christians. William Crowther, Esq. 
is good for us to be here," when they heard !1,'ave us a carefully-digested and comprehen~ 
(like some hollow sounding and upheaving : sive sermon in the afternoon from Christ's 
volcano scattering its fire and throwing its , words, "Ye are the salt of the earth," &c. 
light into the lofty and bespangled firma- Like a strong ox that" treadeth out the corn," 
ment) the burning utterances pouring forth , our benevolent and gifted brother in Christ, 
from His unchangeable and infinite mind, unmuzzled, unfettered in any sense, travelled 
into His Father's ears, and saw His visage through bis text with a steady, sacred, and 
(marred more than any other man), as edifyin!Z' grace. We heard it all, and our 
though all the light and glory of the eternal conviction is, that it ought to be printed and 
world conrientrated in that dear face; His scattered through Christendom : not perhaps 
raiment glistening a thousand times more as a sermon, but as "a manual of heavenly 
beautiful than the wings of lofty cherubims, experience, with words of warning to those 
the undying glory of Moses and Elias; the who are in danger of losing their savour." 
dazzling chariot"bearing them safely through We venture to suggest to John Wild, E,q., 
immeasureable space to the pearly gates of his pastor, and their friends, that they, with 
the golden city. us, forward a requisition to Mr. Crowther, 

But, honoured as they were, all the grace to issue tb!lt discours~ for_ tb~ be~efit of the 
of His kingdom was not conferred upon Churches m these latJtud1~ar1an times. ~e 
them; for within the last few weeks the Lord brethren Thomas Chivers, of High 
hasremovedfromourneighbouringCburches W:'(combe; Meeres, II:·. G. Edwards, 
two worthy deacons. It was my pTivilege Griffith, _Beazley, R: Mm~on, and others, 
to have an interview with them a short time assisted m the services of the day. The 
before they passed away. ladies and irentlemen supplied the hosts of 

One of them was our brother William visitors with a sumptuous dinner and 
Sales, of Orpington. Nor shall I soon forget pleasant tea. 
the hallowed season, as by the Holy SpiTit we 
were helped to think and speak of the Rock BOW.-Particular B_aptist chapel: T~e 
of our salvation, the eternal purpose, the un- Church a_nd congrega!Jon worsh1ppmg _m 
changeable mind1 the everlasting covenant Mount Zion, Albert terrace, had specml 
the great love wherewith He loved us, th~ : sermons ~y breth:en ~ ay hew and Lodge, 
suremercies,tbeinfiniteworkandatonement · and pubhc meetmg m June. Charles 
of Christ, His mediation His priestly office i Wils?n, E$q ., in presiding over the evening 
His kingly reign, His' royal throne, Hi.~ meetmg, ma~e an ~loquent ap]?eal, and pre
ocea_n,-like Gospel, the love of the Spirit, the sented a _bu~mess-hke propos1t1on on behalf 
stab11itv of the promises the consolation of the bmldmg fund. For several years the 
that abounds, the unction' of the Holy One !Jburch bas ventilated the question of build
and the inheritance on high Our brothe; mg n new chapel. Hundreds of thousands of 
was thus filled with the fuln~ of the blessing immortal souls throng the districts around 
of the Gospel of Christ, and in his Ja.qt look, them. Had they a few Charles Wilsons, the 
as we ported there was written as it were work would soon be done. We hope, ere 
upon his happy face _ ' ' long, to announce a practical and persever-

' ing commencement. The old Baptist 
" 0 that my soul could love and praise Him chapel bas departed from its original New 

more, Testament character and constitution. If 
His beauties trace, His majesty adore; St · t B t' t · · t d b Live near His heart, upon His bosom lean; our r1c ap is mmis ers an mem ers are 
Oboy His voice and all His will esteem." not faithful in these false days they will have 

We thus parted, never more to meet until 
we are both brought to our beautiful land on 
high : for in n few days his ransomed soul 
entered into the presence- of God and the 
Lamb. 

In liis family he was greatly beloved, in 
the Church highly esteemed, and by the 

to answer for it some day. 

COGGESHALL.-We want a minister of 
Christ for Salem chapel. Where can we 
find one whose heart is right? whose love 
to Jesus and His Gospel will con~train to 
labour devoutly :and freely to raise up the 
cause? 
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'rHE WESLEYAN MINISTER 
SILENCED. 

To C. W. BANKS.-CHRISTIAN 
BROTHER, - Your visit to the locality 
where I reside has been productive of much 
good, and I hope will he as the seed cast into 
the 11;ro11nd, spl'ing up to an hundre,1-foltl. 
Yonr ob•ervations on the purchased flock 
and their adoption into His lh'ing family 
was truly refreshing to the Satan-tempted 
end hara;:sed soul. You gave a giant's blow 
to the unh·ersal redemption scheme. It 
brouirht to my mind nn incident which came 
under m,· own observation. A Wesleyan 
minister came to a house where I was, and 
addressee! the master of the house thus: Mr. 
D., excuse my intrusion, I have come to 
put you right on a point of doctrine to which 
I heard you gh•e utterance last night, and 
\\'hich I was exceedingly Mrry to hear you 
announce. 

Mr. D,-Sitdown, my dear sir, you are ex
CPedingly kind to manifest so much solicitude 
for my welfare; pray proceed. 

llh-. W.-You asserted last night, the sac
rifice Christ offered up on Cnlvary was only 
for those who were elected in Christ from all 
eternit\', 

Mr. ·n.-Your assertion, sir, is perfectly 
true, and I spoke the sentiments ofmy mind, 
and what the Bible tau11:bt me. But, as re
ligious contro,•ersy tends to no profit, and 
none &recon\'inced thereby, it will materially 
shorten ;im·colloquy, and elearaway the diffi
culties which surround me, fmm your point 
of "iew, if I ask you questions and you return 
me answers. 

Mr. W.-You may adopt any plan you 
please, if I can only deliver you from the error 
which seems to have taken root in Your mind. 

Mr. D.-Then allow me to ask, what bene
fit resulted from Christ's death? did He com
pletely take away the sin of the whole world? 
did He suffer in the place of every man that 
was, is, and will be, in the world ? 

Mr. \\'.-Of course He did," Jesus Christ, 
by the grace of God, tasted death for every 
man." 

Mr. D.-Then, sir, please tell me for what 
are sinners damned, when they have no sin, 
no l~w ro accuse them at the bar of justice, 
for the law has been satisfied? 

Mr. D.-Allow me now, sil', to put you 
/ right, for the tables seem to be turned. Read 

the ~cript11res, and prny for God the Holy 
Spirit to open up that which is now to )'OU n 
sealed book, and 110 longer nllow prejudice to 
warp your understanding, nnd earnestly pray 
that the hatred that now bums in yom· breast 
against the truths of the living God mny be 
utterly ca~t out, aud n bumin!I' love take its 
place, nnd the truth shall make you free. 

Middlesborough, PA.UVRE. 
May, 1875. 

SOLEMN AND SUDDEN DEATH AT 
THE FUNERAL SERMON OF THE 
LATE MR. WM. PRINCEP. 
Uppingham was the residence of that 

celebrated writer on the Holy Spirit. We 
once preached in the chapel which, we 
believe, Mr. Wade built; and our interview 
with that singularly good man we c~n 
never forget. We have thought the hfe 
and death ot John Wade, of Uppingham, 
ought to be recorded. Will none of his 
survivors furnish the particulars? At 
Uppin11:hnm the late William Princep was 
a faithful senant of Christ, as the following 
note declares :-

MR. BANKS -Will yo11 insert account 
of the death of Mr. William Princep, of 
Kettering, who bns been a faithful minister 
of the Gospel of Christ for about thirty 
years? sixte~n of which he laboured at 
'uppingham, Rutlandshire. He left there 
for Kettering, April 2, 1873; commenced 
preaching in bis own house for some time ; 
then had a room to preach in, until God in 
mercy appeared for him in providenee to 
build a chapel. A few of the Lord's people 
love to meet and hear the truths of the 
Gospel faithfully preached with unction and 
power. 

Mr. W.-No man is damned for sin, it is 
for rejecting Christ-" the sin of unbelief." 

Mr. D.-Was unbelief left out of the cata
logue of sins which was laid upon Christ; was 
it unatoned for? 

On April 7, 1874, our new chapel was 
opened by Mr. McCure. Mr. Princep 
preached bis last sermon Feb. 7, 1875, from 
Psalm xvii. He was so sweetly led into 
the text that those who heard him thought 
the Lord would soon take him home to 
realise what his heart desired ; and from 
that time he was confined to his chamber, 
and suffered very much until the morning 
of April 28, when he fell into a sleep, slept 
until four in the afternoon, and never spoke 
any more, but fell asleep in the Lord. 

Mr. McCure buried him on May I. A 
goodly number of his friends followed sor
rowing to his grave. 

Mr. W.-It was not atoned for, ii it had 
been, it could not have been brought against 
us. 

Mr. D.-Did you believe tlJe first time you 
were asked? 

Mr. W.-No, indeed, I did not; but I did 
ultimately open my heart and receive Cbl'ist, 

Mr. McCure preached his funeral sermon 
on Monday, May 3, from Psalm xxiii. 4. 
It was a solemn time. M1• McCure had 
scarce began the service, when there was a 
great noise through a poor man who wos 
coming to the chape11 but he dropped down 
dead.-Faithfully in tne Lord, 

WILl,IAM SMITH. Mr. D.-Then if you oncer('.jected Him you 
have committed a sin for which there is no 1 

atonement andwbichmust,ofnecessily,sink GREAT GRANSDEN, HUNTS.-
you to rem'ediless woe. Baptist chapel. With the sncred joy of 

Mr. W.-You really put it in a very stl'ong spiritual gratitude we wish to 1·ecord the 
and strange light. I never looked at it in Lord's abounding goodnt!'II on the occaaion 
that way before ; you almost make me feel of our anniversary senices, holden on Tues
beyond the reach of mercy. day, June I. Soft as the dew and gentle as 
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the small rnin upon the tender herb were 
the sweetly refreshing influences of the 
blessed Spirit of truth which fell upon the 
henrts of God's dear children during the 
servfoes of the dny. The gatherings were 
large and the collections excellent; holiness 
and happiness, heartiness and brotherlines.,, 
were the chief features of a truly " good 
day." And we rPjoice lo hear that many 
" sister Churches" among the despised 
Hyper and Strict Baptist Churches have 
enjoyed a similar measure of heavenly 
blessing. All glory to the King of Zion! 
The sermons this year were preached by Mr. 
W. J. Styles, of Islington, a truly cultured, 
godly and able minister of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. May the Great He!ld 
of the Church long spare him to serve the 
Churches of His grace. ".Dominus 
vobiscum." 

IPSWICH.-A gentleman in Ipswich 
wrote us, expressly declaring the Venerable 
Thomns Poock had resigned. Now comes 
the following :-Mr. Editor,-I think it only 
fair, for the mutual benefit of all concerned, to 
refute what appeared in April last, that our 
brother Mr. Thos. Poock, of Ipswich, bad re
signed his pastorate, and that the Church had 
granted him £40 a-year. I fully expected to 
see this error rectified in thismonth'sissue; and 
for the information of many enquiring friends, 
both far and near, I belf to state that our 
aged brother Mr. Thos. Poock has not re
signed the pastorate, and there has been no 
real necessity for it up to. the present, but 
rather the contrary; the Lord is still making 
use of His aged servant, blessing his labours, 
and upholding him in sovereign power and 
truth in these his latter days. You can, if 
you please, use my name hereto.-! am, dear 
Mr. Editor, Yours in hope, DAVID B. 
GARNHAM,!, Field Road,ForestGate,Essex, 
June 3rd, 1875.-[We are glad Mr. Poock 
has not resigned. We hope he will labour 
on successfully until our Lord shall call him 
home. For more than thirty years has Mr. 
Poock preached Christ's Gospel in Ipswich. 
It is glad news to hear he is still upheld. 
But why are such false statements sent to 
us?-En.] 

BOTTISHAM LODE anniversary was 
holden June 8, 1875. The veu. brother 
Harriss, of Cambridge, ·opened the services; 
C. W. Ba11ks preached the sermons; the 
pastor, H. Woodrow, assisted; and the choir 
gave us good singing. Tea was abundantly 
supplied, and a large congregation assembled. 
Notes on the Churches round here deferred ; 
also, " The Past and Present of Bottisham 
Lode." 

YATELY.-Brother J. Newman says: 
"As n Church, at Yately, we can say the 
Lord has done great things 101· us, whereof 
we are glad. On the first Sunday in July 
we hope again to have baptizing, and also to 
receive in one from Open Communion. 
You see we Strict Baptists are not all dead 
yet." · 

AGED PILGRIMS• A~NUAL 
MEETING. 

The sixty-eighth anniversary was held on 
Monday evening, May 24, at Exeter hall 
(lower room). The chair was taken by Geo. 
Williams, E~., who was supported by several 
ministers and other friends. The proceedings 
were commenced by singing and prayer. 
Mr. Murphy, the Secretary, then read the 
Report, which wa, of an encouraging cha
racter, and stated that the hand of God hart 
never been more manifest in raising up 
friends to help the Society in a special 
manner than it had this year. To three 
generous donors-Colonel Croll, Sir J. W. 
Alexander, Bart., and an old friend of the 
Society, who does not wish his name to be 
made public-the Society is indebted for the 
following gifts :-a freehold house at Worth
ing, to be used as a Sanatorium, or residence 
for a portion of the Society's pensioners; a 
proposal to convey to the Society the alms
houses now being erected at Gerrard's Cross, 
near U xbridge ; and the addition of forty 
rooms and a hall to the Hornsey Rise Asylum. 
There are now 973 pensioners on the .Society, 
and the sum paid in pen.sions during the 
year amounts to over £6,000. The Com
mittee need additional aid to enable them to 
continue to meet the claims of the largely
increased pension list, and they ask ministers 
and Churches to give them, if possible, an 
annual collection, in order that the poor dis
ciples of the Lord may be benefitted yet 
more. The two Asylums, Camberwell and 
Hornscy Rise, continue to prosper, affording 
a peaceful home for 120 of the Society's pen
sioners. The Sustentation Fund of the 
Homsey Rise Asylum needs, however, in
creased support. 

The meeting was addressed by Dr. 
Edmond, E. Vinall, F. Tucker, B.A., and 
other ministers, and by Major Yeoland (the 
only surviving founder of the Society),. 
Major-General Burrows, and A. Marshnll. 

In reference to the extension of the 
Asylum at Homsey Rise, referred to in the 
Report, an old friend of the Society is now 
erecting these additional rooms free of all 
cost to the Society, and it is hoped they will 
be ready the beginning of ne.~t year. A 
spacious hall for meetings is also included in 
the gift. This enlargement of the household 
from 80 to 120 inmates will need increased 
aitl to the i:lustentation Fund of the Asylum 
for the current expenses ol the building, as 
the Society's funtls should not be drawn upon 
for Asylum expenses. 

An election of inmates will be shortly 
announced. Subscrillers to the Sustentation 
Fund of seven shillings per year have one 
vote ; lourteen shillings, two ; twenty-on& 
shillings, three. 

All information on Asylum mattersmny b& 
obtained of the Secretary, Mr. W. Jackson, 
29, Marlborough road, Upper Holloway, N .. 
Every Monday, from twelve to four, he can 
be seen at the Asylum. 

BRIGHTON, SUSSEX.-Mr. Atkinson. 
nod his friends have resolved lo re-sent 
" Ebenezer " chapel with the modern, neat 
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and convenient "benches," by which 
arrangement and improvement they hope to 
add some fifty or more sittings to their 
present accommodation; besides these altera
tions other changes are to be made for the 
increased comfort of those who worship in 
this" house of God." The total cost will be 
£300. On the last Thursday evening in 
May, Mr. A. was prh'ileged to baptize eight 
or nine believers, one of whom was a grand
daughter of the late Mr. John Grace, for 
many vears the well-known minister of 
West street chapel, Brighton. The venerable 
Mr.Wallinger is a worshipper at" Ebenezer." 
What can such good men as be think when 
he finds the Lord leadmg so many of His 
dear children to yield obedience to the much
despised ordinance of believers' baptism ? 
Let not Baptists be faint-hearted, for God 
will honour His own institution as long as 
the Gospel lasts-and that will be to the end 
of the world (Matt. xxviii. 19, 20). The 
jubilee ser,·ices are expected to be held some 
time in August. We hope to report the 
services. 

LITTLE STONHAM.-Anniversary ser
Yices were held May 19. Brother Mccure 
preached in afternoon from Hebrews xii. 2. 
The discourse was listened to with great 
attention and much enjoyed by all; one 
portion of it being reserved for the basis of 
an address in the evening, i.e., "Looking 
unto Jesus." About 250 sat down to tea. 
A public meeting was then held. Brother 
Houghton offered prayer. Brother Whorlow, 
of Harwich, gave the key-note, in a lively, 
earnest address, in his usual cheerful manner, 
from the words "Unto Him." Our young 
brother Debnam, of Stowmarket, gave 
earnest words of exhortation to both pastor 
and people. Brother McCnre's pointed 
remarks were much enjoyed. " Looking 
unto Jesus" was his theme. He pointed 
out the folly of looking at and expecting 
blessing from ministers, and means, &c., 
and the importance of looking through them 
all unto Jesus. Brother Morling, of! pswich, 
spoke upon the work of the Spirit. The 
meeting concluded with singing and prayer. 
The co1lections realised £,5, in aid of the 
ministry. Brother McCure most generously 
refused anything either for his services or 
tl'avelling expenses; his desire being con
strained by Io,·e to Christ to as~ist the poor 
of the flock. 

WALWORTH ROAD.- Monday, 7th 
of June, a Temperance gathering was held at 
York street meeting house, to bring this sub
ject before the Strict Baptist Denomination. 
Andrew Dunn, Esq., presiding. A very 
al,Je paper was read by Mr. R. G. Edwards; 
we should like to see it in the "Vessel." 
Capital speeches were delivered. T. J. 
Messer said he had been forty years a tee
totaller;_ had been fifty-three years a preacher 
of the uospel, and found his lungs to be as 
sound as evei·. Brethren Woodward, W. 
Rowe, John Hilton, Samuel Cozens, ol 
Anstralia, and others, .spoke to the pw·pose. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. 
This place of worship was closed the Jut 

Sabbath in May for the purpose of painting 
and cleaning. The 1•e-opcniug· wn• the first 
Sunday in June, when the services were 
conducted by William Crowther, Esq.1 
J.P., of Gomersal, Leeds, who was hea.ra 
with much profit. The interior of the build~ 
ing is UOIV exceedingly light and plea.sing to 
the eye. The walls and ceiling· ore coloured 
with a very light lavender or gray, the QUt
lines being brought out prominently by a 
much deeper tint, giving a quiet yet cheer
ful appearance to the entire building. The 
open iron-work forming the front of the 
gallery is painted a dead white, the flowe1·
work being " picked out" with a colour to 
correspond with the walls. The pulpit stairs 
and the open iron-work fronting the plat
form are made to correspond, except that the 
open work of the pulpit staircase is picked 
out in gold, fl;iving it a very chaste 
effect. 'l'he pulpit and the whole of the 
stained wood-work has been thoroughly 
cleaned and re-varnished ; and the Surrey 
Tabernacle now looks as beautiful and as 
fresh as the first morning on which it was 
opened; and we must think the people will 
duly appreciate the labours of the deacons 
who have spent much time over the matter, 
causing them great anxiety. We certainly 
think the place reflects much credit to all 
connected with it, and especially to the con
tractor, Mr. John Faulkner, of 54, New 
Kent road, under whose personal able super
intendence the work has been carried out. 

CL ER KENW EL L.-Zion chapel, 
Wilderness row. Meetings were held June 
8th. C. Wilson, ' Esq., in choir. Mr. 
Hazelton spoke from "God is a Refuge for 
us." He said how great our dangers must 
be to require an Almighty Refuge ; they 
were internal, external, and infernal. The 
passage implies that our preservation is an 
important matter to God, and this is owing 
to the fact that we are His children. Mr. 
Griffiths, of Chatteris, said he had been to 
Christ's College, and got all the degrees; he 
was Doctor of Laws, Doctor of Languages, 
and of Logic. He defined the Law of Sin 
and · Death, and the Law of the Spirit of 
Life ; the Egyptian Language, and the pure 
Language of Canaan; his Logic tor the help 
of fearful Christians was 

" Did Jesus once upon me shine, 
Then Jesus Is for ever mine." 

Mr. Alderson's speech was on" Pray without 
ceasing." Mr. Dearsly dwelt on the Cove
nant, and showed how certainly the people 
would be gathered. Mr. Dallimore on wo1·k
ing, waiting, and winning, was good. A 
debt of £»7 or .£38 had been incurred in doing 
up the chapel. A collection was made 
realizing £10 10s., to which the Chairman 
added £2,making in all £1210s., for which 
" Praise God from whom all blessings flow" 
was sung. W. B. 

CLAPHAM.-Looking over our Metro
politan Baptist Churches, as printed in hand
book for 1875, we find our Christion brother, 
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Mr. Henry Hall, has been one of our recog
nised p1111tors for about twenty years. 
Instrumentally, he built Ebenezer chapel, 
in Wirtemberg street, Clapham, in 1858, 
and has sustained with honour, fidelity, and 
usefulness, the office of pastor over that 
Church now nearly seventeen years. In the 
truth he has been unflinchingly preserved; 
before the Church and the world he has 
walked with uprightness and in the fear ol 
the Lord; and having tor some thirty years 
occupied a difficult and important position 
as co-manager of an old and respectable 
City firm, we rejoice to find, from an official 
circular, that he is now called into actual 
partnership with that firm, and is raised 
to one of the highest positions, in a com
mercial point ol view, which a gentleman 
can well occupy. Mr. Hall himself must 
feel thanklul to our heavenly Father for 
enabling him so to conduct the affairs of a 
large, intelligent, and essentially necessary 
City business, as to give satisfaction and 
confidence to all parties; and we feel justified 
in noticing this event, as proving that 
decided Gospel-loving ministers and laymen, 
holding and guiding the helm of commercial 
establishments, can therein adorn that grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, whereby they are 
not only saved from the second death, but 
saved also from those awful temptations 
which abound in this busy metropolis, and 
by which thousands of the most promising 
of the sons of men are hurled from pinnacles 
of honour into endles.<1 ruin. Both in his 
Church and in his commercial eBterprises, 
we pray our brother, Mr. Henry Hall, may 
yet enjoy years of peace, prosperity, and 
happiness ol the purest kind. 

CROWBOROUGH, SUSSEX. - Anni
versary of Forest Fold Baptist chapel was 
June I. Three sermons-morning, Mr. 
Atkinson, of Brighton ; afternoon, Mr. 
Nunn, of Hailsham; evening, Mr. Master
son, of London, who preached in the absence 
ol our aged brother Dickerson. An un
usual number sat down to dinRer, and to 
hear addresses delivered by our brother 
Doggett, who has entered his 80th year, 
and others. Brother Doggett was God's 
instrument of the origin ot this place. He 
expressed Jiimself grateful in being privileged 
once more to see Crowborough; more so 
in witnessing our progress ana improve
ments. Stables have been built, and n 
Sabl,ath school erected. Mr. Doggett 
hoped the Lord would bless both teachers 
and children, and that when he was remov~d 
there might be a seed raised up to carry on 
the cause of God and disseminate His truth 
in this locality. We missed the presence ol 
our beloved brother Dickerson, who, we fear, 
will never again see us. He baptized the 
fu:st twelve, and has visited us every year 
w1~h the exception of this. Mr. Boxill, ol 
Bnghton, gave encouraging address on our 
Sabbath schools. His remarks to teachers 
were especially good. Mr. Masterson's 
sermon in the evening made many grateful 
to the Lord who had raised up another of 
His servants for us as a successor to brother 

Dickerson. We have little hope ol again 
being encouraged by his visits; but who~ver 
comes or goes, our mercy is Jesus lives, 
nod blessed be our Rock, and let the God of 
our salvation be exalted. Friends came lrom 
surrounding Churches (Dorman's Land, 
Tunbridge Wells, Uckfield, Forest row, 
Brighton, and other places). Fears, anxiety, 
and the trial ol faith, ha~ been our experience 
during the past year; but we live to prove 
that many of our fears are groundless, and 
though we believe not, our God abidcth 
faithful. 

DALSTON. - Mr. Langford and hia 
friends celebrated their anniversary in 
Albion Hall, June 1. Mr. Langford indi
cated that prosperity followed their efforts. 
Mr. Briscoe was for more of a missionary 
spirit. Mr. Pung was eloquent on the Arctic 
expedition. Mr. Lawrence pleasantly, and 
Mr. Wei;,b kindly, helped to bring a good 
meeting to its close. Regret was felt that 
Mr. Langlordand his friends could not have 
a new chapel. 

CAMDEN TOWN. -Anniversary ser
vices were held at Milton Hall, Sunday, June 
13th. Mr. Gander preached in morning, 
Mr. Squirrel in evening. In the afternoon 
an interesting service; children recited pieces; 
two deserve special notice : Henry Gander 
on Sovereignty, the arguments being so 
forcible and clear as to render it quite like a 
sermon; another piece of poetry by a young 
lady ended each line about Gethsemane. 
Nice books were distributed as rewards. The 
school is in a prosperous condition. W.B. 

NORFOLK.-We have Mr. R. Snaith, 
from Aldringham, now preaching at Carlton 
Rode. We hope he will be as the Lord's 
messenger to gather up the flock and feed 
them with the bread of heaven. On the 
Forest ol Dean, and in some of the wildest 
parts ol Suffolk, he bas had some training. 
Carlton Rode peoJ?le require a strong, sound, 
and deeply sanctilied minister of Christ-one 
who can endure hardness as a good soldier 
ol the cross. 

THE PAST AND PRESENT MINISTERS. 
- Paddington. - Charles Kent. "Is any 
printed memoir of the late Mr. John Fore
man published or preparing?" We have 
not heard of any. W. Loudman suggests 
"A Na1Tative ol James, John, William, 
and Samuel." Has W. L. the material, the 
time, and the power? We wish to avoid all 
controversy upon "that essential point of 
doctrine" in Mr. S-'s pamphlet. Let us 
wait. Aspirants tor leadership, and for " re
presentative" men, will have to learn that 
such positions are only attained by many 
years of toil, by much experience, and by a 
gracious commendation of themselves to 
every man's conscience as in the sight ol 
God. We have not yet seen a second John 
Stevens, a successor, in every sense, to John 



228 THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

Foreman, not· any one who could fill up the 
,•acancy occasioned by the death of James 
Wells. Was thel'e ever really a second Abrn
ham,another Moses,a Paul,ora beloved John? 
Our great and glorious Head, by His Spirit 
and grace, rnaketh, fitteth, appointeth, and 
useth men for their own times, and for that 
peculiar work He will have them do. Even 
Samson, Gitleou, and others had their work 
aud then they passed away. We say to all, 
Let young men have time, like trees, to take 
root downward, to grow upward into the 
spiritual knowledge of Christ, then, like the 
pattern-tree in the first Psalm, they will 
each of them bring forth their fruit in their 
season. Of " Ja mes and John and their 
happy days" we are collecting all we can. 

E:-<GLA:SD'S REVIVAL AND HER 
Ri:n..-In that painfully-laborious work, 
"A Pro71hetic Alarm to England," which 
was puolished by Nisbets about forty years 
ago, we find one part elaborately and 
scripturally " showing the signs which 
would precede the c1Jming of dreadjul 
Judgments upon England ; '' with a 
War11 ing to men not to be deceived. 
Ministers! masters! and men ! will ye read 
such solemn warnings? We know you will not. 
Nevertheless, while our few poor sands are 
running out ; while our hand can guide her 
pen; while The Earthen Vessel circulates 
tar and wide, we will endeavour ( God help
ing) to show. unto our Churches that the 
inspiration of the Almighty has not only 
warned us in His Word, but in every age 
He has caused men to raise their voice 
against those delusions which may tend to 
ripen a nation for such dreadful chastisements, 
as their aboundings of iniquity call for and de
mand. " We are given to understand," says 
our ancient author," that there should be, be
fore the ou~pour of the vials, a great out
ward court of For,nal Professors, who 
should be rolling in prosperity, and singing
songs of glory on account of the same, and 
in the Yiew of their great success in having 
caused their Gospel(?) to spread, not only 
throughout the land, but to the uttermost 
parts of the earth, which lifteth them up with 
pride and cai-nal joy, so that they look down 
with scornful contempt upon God's few,poor, 
low, afflicted saints, as yet left among them." 
" The Defence" will lJe faithfully considered; 
it is, in some sense, a most singular and 
solemn piece of oratory. It will fly like the 
whirlwind; it will help to strengthen the 
hands of all free -will Revivalists; but 
whether many will he found who either 
understand the defence, or become the sub
jects of a similar experience, is exceedingly 
doubtful. "We preacbers of Cltri.st'a Gos
pel only," says the oame venerable writer, 
"may cry till our lungs fly out, or be wasted 
within us, but men are moved no mol'e 
than stones." Nay, heaviness, hard
nes,;, a rejection of the counsel of God; all 
these, and a thousand mo1·e heart-breaking 
sighs, the fine flowing flaunty dress and con-
11:mptible ceremonies of the Ritualists; the 
rapid spread of man's responsibility to.finish, 
help on, and complct.1: His own salvation; the 
aboundings of sin; the departure from the. 

faith on the part of those who profess to be 
God's holy and faithful servants: all these, 
and other visible sign,, when read in the light 
of true prophecy, send forth a three-fold cry : 
-I. "Behold the Judge staudeth before the 
door." II. "Go to, now, ye rich men weep 
and howl for your miseries that shall come 
upon you." III. "Be patient, brethren, 
unto the coming of the Lord." "England's 
Revival and Ruin " is expected shortly to 
appear. 

HOMERTON Row. - We recently had 
crowded congregation to witness our pastor, 
W. Lodge, baptize seven believers. This 
ancient and Scriptural ordinance is not 
weakened in our estimation by all the un
holy attempts of some and the apostacy of 
others. It is of the Lord; His blessing is 
with those who faithf'ully attend to it. The 
declensions and doings of its enemies we 
must leave. 

THE TRIUMPH OF TRUTH.-We re
joice to find our excellent friend,. T. J. 
Messer, is able again to resume his work. 
He is on a tour Northwards, but will (D.v.) 
shortly return to London. We like his calm 
review of the present excitement. He says: 
"Truth cannot ultimately fail; it must ac
complish all it was designed to accomplish, 
because its Author is an unchangeable 
Being." 

ARE WE PREPARED? - Ritualism is 
mustel'ing its forces for a battle against the 
Puritans. The Ritualists, if they are per
mitted, will overthrow the law, break up 
Church and State, bury the Gospel, carry 
what is called "the Church ol England" to 
Rome, down with the throne, up with the 
Pope and his Cardinal. Whel'e, then, will 
our liberties be ? For thirty or forty years 
the alarm has been sounded, but the Protes
tants have slept on. Who is prepared for the 
future? 

GREAT YARMOUTH.-York road Bap
tist chapel. Our new pool was opened May 
30, when Mr. F. S. Reynolds baptized one 
believer in a Triune God. The presence of 
the Lord was realised. 

jlarriagt. 
Married June 9th, 1875, at Hayes Tabernacle, 

by Mr. R. C. Barden•, J obn, the youngest son of 
Ml'. Edward Harris, of Alliance Lodge, Flnchley, 
deacon at Mount Zion, Hill street•, Dorset 
•qua re; to Elizabeth Jane, youngest daughter 
or Mr. Josiah Gregory, ot Merrlman's Farm, 
Hllllngdon, Middlesex. 

In the prime ot llfe, at 45, James Morsell tell 
asleep May 28, leaving a widow and nine 
children. We stood in bis pulpit once when he 
was first at Kctttring; but, as we wm·e not one 
In the truLb, we never saw him. We hope bis 
bereaved famlly will be cared for. 

After llvlng eighty-five yeal'H William Btat
tor:l went home the early part of April. He 
was father-In-law to Mr. Brunsdon, deacon at 
Trinity chapel, Borough. '!'be latter part of 
bis ll!e he attended at the Surrey •rabernao!e. 



~nglun'.tt' a ~uin? or, f ge ~illennium-iugitlJ? 
" So shall the coming of the Son of Man be ! " 

ONE asketh this weighty question:-" Is England ripening for 
judgment? or is she sailing and singing into the glorious second 

adveot of the Son of God, who will (as some believe) usher in a period 
of perfection, described, in some cases, as 'The Thousand Years' 
Personal Reign' of the King of kings, the Lord of lords, and the 
blessed Bridegroom of the chosen and redeemed Church of the living 
God?" 

Do not turn from this interrogatory sentence in a passion. Do not 
fling to the winds a mittter of the deepest results to us all. Men, who 
are the present idols of the nation, may laugh. Novices, who are only 
just pushing their heads up in the midst of the people, may pour con
tempt upon this question. We expect no other. It is written,-" The 
wicked shall do wiekedly: none of the wicked shall understand; but 
the wise shall understand." 

Who are the wise? What shall they understand? What position 
must they occupy in the days when " the enemy cometh in like a flood?" 
The wise have" the mind of Christ": they understand, by the teachings 
of the Holy Spirit, the meaning and the application of the Word of 
God; they are compelled to come out from among those who walk in 
darkness; and, by the grace of God, they faithfully witness unto the 
truth of God; although for so doing they are accounted as the off
scouring of all things. 

The Scarcity of the Righteous has always been one of the signs pre
ceding the coming in of any new dispenRation, or indicating the approach 
of some pending jndgment. Mark that! Both sacred and profane 
history prove the dismal fact. 

Before the Flood there appeared as but the one man-Noah-to whom 
the Lord so significantly said, " Come thou, and all thy house, into the 
ark; for THEE have I seen righteous before me in this generation." 
What a genemtion for wickedness was that ! Bunyan says, when Moses 
began to search into the condition of society after a thousand years, or 
more, of man·s existence, what did Moses find ? Two things: 1. The 
Ch-11,~ch declined. 2. God provoked. And can any man, "in whom the 
Spmt, of God is," deny the fact that this is the case with us now? The 
true Church has declined, and is declining; and God is so provoked, as 
t.hat it bath for a long tinie appe!lred as though the Holy Ghost, the 
~omforter (as a con,icting, converting, truth-unfolding, and trnth-apply
mgpowerin the Church), was taken away from us. Natural talent,culture, 
gifts, and attractions abound; but heaven's holy truth and a spiritual : 
power are almost out of court. 

_To bring the Church and the world together was always the e?em_y's 
design. It was so in Noah's time. It is the great work now: mmglmg 
and mixing up altogether. Come, Churchmen and Dissenters! Come, 
Annihilationists and Universalists ! Come, Socinians and saints of every 

VOL. XXXI. AUGUST, 1875.] Q 
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size ! Come, men of truth and men of error. Come altogether. Let 
us all be one. 

"As the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of 
Man be! " In every way-if your eyes are open-you will behold 

THREE DARK POWERS AT WORK. 

Death has been cutting down valiant and valuable men on all sides. 
The de,il has been throwing uprising men into disgrace, and a delusive 
spirit has been beguiling hopeful characters. The true Church has 
been thinned every way. We are herein treading on ground awfully 
solemn. The darkest clouds'are gathering! The ground beneath is 
sinking! Could you look behind the scenes, as we have done for years, 
you would hardly believe any two men are united together in Jesus, in 
the Gospel, or in Christian fellowship. 

On these mysterious and momentous questions we advance but a 
word or two at a time as yet. That huge volume, by the deceased 
Somersetshire divine, looks us full in the face with its warning lines,-

" 0, ENGLAND I BEWARE!! 
0, ENGLAND I REPENT!!" 

We retire, to let Mr. Thoma& Stringer speak a word. He says:
" Sound an alarm in My holy mountain" (Joel ii. 1). 

It is written, "God shall send them strong de}usion that they should 
belie,e a lie" (2 Thess. ii. 11). And sure I am that this once Protes
tant, but now nearly Papal, nation, England, has been for very many 
years under the power of this "strong delusion": more especially since 
the year 1829, when the Roman Catholic Emancipation (or rather con
spiracy) Bill was passed into a law of this realm. The awful and sub
sequent results thereof are visible to all . enlightened and intelligent 
minds throughout the length and breadth of the land. And now, to 
add to the dark deed, and the dismal list of delusions annexed there
unto, there has been permitted to blow a soul-suffocating wind of false 
doctrine, disguised under the name of "Religious Revivalism." The 
creed and confession of the present workers is far below the lowest 
grade of the Arminian heresy. The sayings, sentences, and sentiments 
of many who run to and fro, are soul-deceiving. Every heaven-born, 
grace-taught person can read in the Bible the description and destiny 
of these '' wandering stars." Read the Epistle of Jude. The dreamers 
tell their dream; the masses are wrought up to high pressure of fleshly 
excitement with the amusing tale, so that they are requested at once to 
"give their hearts to God;" to stand np all who wish to be saved; then 
adjourn to the inquiry room to settle the matter. I cannot persuade 
myself that one real conversion to God has resulted from all this 
tumultuous noise. 

So writeth the venerable Thomas Stringer, whose testimony is 
honestly and sincerely given. 

We have been exercised to deep self-examination and watchfulness 
before the Lord. If our days are continued, we shall give faithful 
testimony yet. C. W. BANKS. 

9, Banbury road, South Hackney, 
July 16, 1875. 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 231 

THE EXP E R I EN C E O F ROM AN S VII I. 
BY DANIEL ALLEN, 

Pa.,tor •f Oastle,•eagh B1Jpli1I Oh1trch, Sydney, A u,lralia. 

TO THE EDITOR OF "THE EARTHEN VESSEL." 

My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-His love, mercy and peace be 
ever with you and all His dear children in England. I write 

now expressly to intreat you to permit me to say a few words upon 
Romans viii., which in my apprehension seems to be most strangely re
presented by some of your English writers. 

It has been said, that we have well advocated the doctrines contained 
in the 8th, but have omitted the gracious experience of the 7th chapter 
in this Epistle. The plain meaning of this is, that these persons view 
the 7th, as the delineation of experience, and the 8th as a declaration of 
doctrine. I deny the delusive assumption of any such difference. 
Every godly man, who has been taught by the ever blessed Spirit what 
~in is, as distinct from sinning, will see that the 7th is the inspired out
flow of the doctrine of total depravity as most solemnly felt in the quick
ened soul's agonized experience of that great doctrine. Hence, whilst 
the 3rd chapter contains many doctrinal declarations of this great truth, 
such as " 'l.'here is none that doeth good, no not one," this 7th has not 
-0ne abstract line, but what comes out of the heart's feeling of this doc
trine, such as, '' I would do good but evil £s present with me." Falum 
and unfallen angels know the doctrine of men's total depravity, but they 
never felt it as all the 7th delineates it. Natural men, members of 
-Churches, and highly gifted ministers, well know, talk of, and eloquently 
preach this doctrine, who never felt it as set forth in this chapter. 

There is a vast difference between declaring" All men are vile," and 
the quickened soul's outflow before God, " BEHOLD, I AM VILE." The 
-one is a Bible doctrine, rightly held in angelic and human intelligence, 
and proclaimed truly by the human voice; the other is that same truth, 
in?orporat~d into the heart by the life of God, ministered to the im
mo!tal mind by the Holy Ghost, giving the man to see and feel that sin 
which was undiscovered before. " To see sin smarts but slightly, to own 
with lip confession is easier still, but, Oh! to feel, cuts deep beyond 
-expression.'' 

Now therefore as every line of this 7th chapter is far deeper, and 
beyond the abstract doctrine of sin, entirely into the region of the heart
felt pangs of the feeling sense of it, even so is the 8th, without one line of 
•doctrinal statement, far into the world of eternal life, where every word is 
felt, and flows from a sense of enjoyed pardon, and 1mion with the Son of 
God. 

Some of your English ministers seem, to me, to be so obt~e in their 
mental vision, and so remote from experimental relio-ion, that they can
not distinguish between the great doctrine of" No ~ondemnation" to the 
-ekct, and the sweet sense of pardon in the soul which was condellllled 
before this doctrine was conveyed to the soul by the Holy Ghost. 

To me it is most painful to see persons presuming to be more 
experimental than any other class of persons upon earth, yet know no 
difference between the abstract doctrine of ·' No condemnation," as 
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stRted by Balaam, when he said, "He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob," 
and the experience of this truth, ministered into the poor heart, crying 
out, " 0 wret.ched man that I am." 

What? is there no difference between "He hath beheld no iniquity 
in Jacob," and "I have blotted out thy tramgressions"? No difference 
between" I will pardon whom I reserve," and" Neither do I condemn 
thPe"? No differ('nce between "God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself." and "Thy sins are forgiven thee"? I can only 
sa_v, if ,vonr English writers and preachers can see no difference between 
dodrinrd decwration and experimental realisation, I tremble with saddening 
apprehensions for the future state of our Churches; and, indeed, the 
present. 

The 8th of Romans is not an abstract declaration of what took 
plare, or passed, in the eternal mind of the Holy Trinity in eternity
when God was reconciling the world unto Himself; neither is it au 
ahstrnct declaration of what the Son of God did in finishing the trans
gressions of the elect, iu His death upon the accursed tree, about both 
of which transactions there are many other precious Scriptures; but 
this chapter is about these divine verities being conveyed into the heart, 
which has been ag-onised with a felt sense of sin and condemnation. It 
is to do great vioience to this chapter to turn it into doctrinal state
ments, wresting the believer's triumphs from the previous sorrows of 
his heart. 

I am sure my dear brother will clearly see that the conjunction, 
"Tlwr1:forP," is not expressive of a mere theological deduction, but an 
experimental conclusi,on. He had just groaned out," 0, Wlf'etched man," 
"who ~hall deliver me." The Holy Ghost answered, "Jesus will 
deliver." He then heaved up a heart full of unfeigned gratitude to 
God, saying, "I thank God, through our Lord Jesus Christ." Then, as 
out of his heartfelt mercy, just received from the God of mercy, for 
Cliri,t's sake. he said, "There is therefore now no condemnation." This 
is no mere dwtriual statement; but heartfelt experience. This is not 
what was done in eternity, or at Calvary; but what was done in Him, as· 
the fruit aud effect of what had been done in eternity and on the cross. 

°In like manner the word" Now" is not an argumentative term,· or 
a mental dednction; but it is a realisation of present hlessedness, as ifhe 
1,h ould say, I was lost, damned, and dead; but "now'' Jesus has found· 
mP, saved· me, and made me ahve, and will gain the victory for me and 
in me. I \\"as in sin, now I am in Jesus; I was in death, now I am 
in life; I was in damnat-ion, now I am in salvati'on. God said, " Come 
rio10, and let us reason together: though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as wool." Therefore he could say, " By whom we have now 
received the atonement." "Beloved, now are we the sons of God." 
This sweet chapter opens with the same experience, as our 163rd 
hymn describes it:-
"A sinner self-condemned, I come, 'Now' shouldst Thou me to judgment call,. 
Worthv that Tbou shouldst me consume; And Moses fac'd me there, and all 

B~t ob, one tbing I plead! My dreadful sins appear'd; 
The every mite to Thee I owed, I should not fear, but boldly stand: 
Cliri,t Jesus, with His own heart's blood, Through Jesus' pierced heart and hand 

In pity for me paid. I know I should be spared!" 

"Now" that Christ is my life, righteousness and strength, there is 
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"no condemnation." This is the bliss of the covenant, the death oJ 
the cross, brought into the present fee-Ung of the heart. Surely this is 
very different from the mere doctrinal statement of "no sin upon Gorl)s 
.elect." This is a great Bible truth, elsewhere stated at large; but the 
design of this chapter is to set forth that trut,h as incorporated into the 
mind by the Holy Ghost. During my last twenty-five years' expenenee 
in Zion, I have found very many who have talked fluently about this 
doctrine; but by their lives and bitter, hating svirits, they have fully 
convinced me that the 8th of Romans had nothing to do with them, nor 
they with it ; unless it was to show the awful difference between their 
abstract doctrine-not in this chapter-and the most gracious experience 
of the truth as _set forth in every line of it. 

With much love to you:, and many prayers for yon and the ministers 
and Churches in England; and also desiring your fervent prayers for 
ns at these ends of the earth, 

I remain, 
Your ever affectionate brother in the Lord Jesus, 

Sydney, July 4, 1874. DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

THE APPROACHING STORM. 
"THE POPE OF RoiIE FrnsT, A...'ID QUEEN VICTORIA AFTERWARDS." 

TO THE EDITOR OF "THE EARTHEN VESSEL." 

Srn,-The- storm is rapidly gathering, and Papery adds to the blackness of the 
tempest that fills the European hemisphere with heavy-laden clouds. France hates 
Germany, and Germany hates the Pope ; but, underlying all this danger, there is 
the hidden purpose of Ultramontanism, of recovering the temporal power of the 
"~oly Father," and making him equal to Pope John XXII., who blasphemously 
claimed the title of "Our Lord God the Pope.'' These Jesuits but •· bide their 
time," and the more penetrating of European politicians are quite aware that, as 
soon as the purpose is ripe for action, no amount of bloodshed will ,Jeter the Papal 
sword from its wicked design of making the Pope the " King of kings" upon 
earth. 

Small matters frequently carry a terrible significance, especially when con
necte~ with " eminence" in action ; and so I interpret the words of Cardinal 
Manmng, when opening a Catholic building at a suburb of this c,ty, not many 
days ago. In a luncheon speech that followed, he ~mployed the custum of the 
?,ay and " toasted " the audience, FIRST, "To His Holiness the Pope ; " and then, 
ln a ~ECOND place, "To Her Majesty Queen Victoria." How far this so1·t of pro
ceedu~g would be considered elsewhere, as true loyalty in a British subject,. must be 
left wnh others to determine; but, in perilous times, trivial events require to be 
closely watched, and the present period is one of those times. 

Mr. Gladstone clearly proves this in his second pamphlet entitled, "Vaticanism: 
an.Answer," &c. At page 4, he boldly states that" The Vatican Decrees do, in the 
str1ct~st sense, establish for the Pope a supreme command over loyalty an~ civil 
duty. And more alarming still, he quotes the language of the Pope himself 
(pa~e ~6),,who claims" deposing power," and says of it, most unblushingly, that 
"of this_ nght the .ltbuntain is the Pontifical authority." 

. In ~ne p_resence of these wicked preten~ions, what ought we att to be about ? 
Is it a time for slumbering or supineness? Nay, rather, should not the Churches
both pastors and people-cry mightily unto God, and to "give Him no rest" until 
He shall utterly destroy "THE MAN OF ~IN " 1 

Manchester. Yours truly, WILLIAM STOKES. 

You will find that all that is requisite to salvation on man's part, 
God undertakes to work it in them. 
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CHRIST ALL AND IN ALL. 
ALL TO HIS FATHER, TO HIMSELF, TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

BY G. BURRELL, 01' WATFORD. 

"But Christ is All and in All." - Col. iii. 11, 

W HAT can I do with such a text as this? I thought so when it 
. first oc~urred to my mind, and I have been thinking so ever 

s!nce, and I thmk so now. We may sometimes have the mind fixed a 
httl~ upon our great and glorious Christ as He is exhibited in the 
glo~10us Gospel of His ~race, first in this form and then in that, in His 
Yanous offices, names, titles, and different aspects and relations in which 
He stands to His Church and people; but in our text we have the whole 
summed up and set down at once in this little, great word-" Christ is 
All." ';!-'he ble_ssed ~postle,. divinely inspired and anointed by the Holy 
Ghost, m all his Epistles dilates upon His wonderful person, matchless 
love, infinite excellencies, inconceivable worth, and unspeakable precious-: 
ness: but here he says all he can say when he exclaims " Christ is All 
and in All." ' 

There is a vast, unfathomable ocean contained in the words, and, 
therefore, all we can do with them is to contemplate them as we may 
be enabled by the blessed Spirit, according to the capacity He is pleased 
to bei;:tow upon us, remembering at the · same time this sweet fact, 
that as the smallest fish is in the whole ocean as much as the greatest, 
so the weakest believer is as much interested in this great All as was 
Paul himself, who was capacitated to go down deeper into the great sea. 
It would rather be a pleasure than otherwise, I suppose, to the miser, in 
trying to count up his wealth, to find it was so great it could not be told, 
and this is the pleasure of faith and ground of the poor, needy, saved 
sinner's triumph that, though he has nothing in himself, his riches are 
immense and unsearchable in Christ Jesus his Lord. Let us, then, look 
at the first sentence in our text for a few minutes-Christ is All. To 
whom and to what is He All? and I answer at once He is All to God and 
His people. 

l. He is All to God the Father. He is Hiii! dwelling place-" The 
Father that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works;" "I in them, and 
Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one." He is His work
ing place-" God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself;" 
" God was manifest in the flesh "-the only place where His great 
attributes and perfections can be unfolded. He is His All in creation
" By whom also He made the worlds." He is His All in providence
" All things are delivered unto Me of My Father." He is His All in 
grace and salvation-" That Thou mayest be My salvation unto the ends 
of the earth;" and He is His All in glory-" The brightness of the 
Father's glory, and the express image of His Person." He is All His 
fuluess-" In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 
He is All His delight-" This is My beloYed Son in whom I am well' 
pleased;" "Mine elect in whom My soul delighteth." He is All His 
trust; He putteth no trust in His saints or angels, but He does in His 
great and well-beloved Son, who is at once both the Fellow of the Lord 
of hosts, and bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh. Jehovah upholds. 
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Him as His Servant, but stays upon Him as His Son-" Though He 
were a Son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He snffered." 
He is God's All in salvation; All Jehovah's great attributes and per
fections require to please and satisfy Himself, to meet all His demands 
and all He requires, to carry out and execute His great designs in the 
salvation of His elect. All the obedience He required to fulfil and 
magnify His holy law He found in Him-" He will magnify the law and 
make it honourable." All the merit He required to satisfy His justice 
and truth in His precious blood. All the grace that should ever 
be required in the salvation and glorification of all the redeemed for 
ever-" It pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." 

Does Jehovah require a medium of communication between Himself 
and fallen man, here He is-" There is one Mediator between God and 
man-the Man Christ Jesus." There is no room for another. Christ 
is All here: He fills up all the space, and brings the Father and the 
family together in one. Does He require a way consistent with all His 
perfections whereby He can walk and talk with man and man walk with 
God, Christ is the Way-the only Way-" Here will I meet with thee, 
and here will I commune with thee from above the mercy-seat." Does 
He require a servant to perform and execute all His pleasure without the 
possibility of a failure, here .He is-" Behold, My Servant." Does He 
intend to make known His thoughts of love and grace to His people, 
He has in Him " The Messenger of the everlasting covenant "-" I will 
give to Jerusalem One that bringeth good tidings." Does HP require 
for mercy's building, His own habitation, a firm and suitable foundation 
-" Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation a Stone-a tried Stone, a 
precious Corner-Stone." Does He require a shepherd to redeem and 
gather. together and feed and keep His loved flock, here He is-" I will 
set up one Shepherd over them, and He shall feed them." Does He 
require a prophet to instruct them-" .A. Prophet shall the Lord your 
God raise up unto you." Does He require a priest, here He is in every 
way adapted for His great and solemn work-" A merciful and faithful 
High Priest in things pertaining unto God." A king, here He is
"Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion." Does He re
qun:e a captain and a commander to conduct and rule and bring His 
family safe home-" It became Him, for whom are all things, and by 
whom_ are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the 
C_aptam ?f their salvation perfect through suffering ; " " Behold I have 
grv:en Hm~ for a Commander and Leader to the people." Does He re
qmre a smtable and adequate substitute for sin-" The Lord will pro
vide Himself a Lamb;" "Behold the Lamb of God." Whatever the 
¥a.the~ requ~res for Himself and for His large and loved family, He has 
it all m Chnst. He is the Father's All. 

II. He is His own All. He has to look to none but His great self· 
for everything He requires to meet all His Father's demands and all 
the necessities of His saints-" All Israel shall be saved in the Lord:" 
there is salvation in none other. "Look unto Me and be ye saved, all 
ye ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is none else: beside Me 
th~re is no_ Saviour." As a Prophet He makes His o~ dis?iples; as a 
Pnest He 1s His own fulness. The blood He offers 1s His own; the 
altar He offers it on is Himself; and He Himself is the sacrifice. As a 
King He is His own All: He makes all His subjects; His subjects do 
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not make Him. As a Physician He has not· to go out of Himself as a 
remedy: all earthly ones do for herbs and various medicines; He Him
self is the Plant of Renown, the Tree of Life, whose healing leaves are 
sure and certain cure for sin-the healing, cleansing balm and great 
heal-all, His own heart's blood: and so we might say of all His charac
ters and titles. " His name shall be called Wonderful." He is All to 
Himself. 

III. He is All also to the Holy Ghost. "He shall glorify Me, He 
shall take of Mine and shall shew it unto you." Is it life for the dead? 
it flows from Christ. Is it light for the dark? He is the Light of life. 
Is it sanctification? it is all from Christ: all holiness flows from Him: 
righteousness, strength, pardon, peace, comfort and consolation, all forms 
of grace and mercy, as they are revealed and communicated by the Eternal 
Spirit, they all flow from Christ. He is All to the Holy Ghost. 

IV. He is All to angels. He is their Creator-Preserver: Lord and 
source of all their bliss. Let all the angels of God worship Him. All to 
the prophets. To Him they all give witness. His testimony is the 
spirit of their prophecy; all to His apostles; all their theme; all their 
boast, and all their glory. 

But let us now endeavour to bring the matter a little nearer home. 
These are very blessed and fundamental doctrinal facts; but what is He 
to us? How many of us can sing from the heart, 

" J esUJI, 'my All, to heaven is gone? ' " 

He is, the Word declares, precious to them that believe, and He is only 
precious to faith. There is no other principle in existence, apart from 
precious faith, by which a sinner can realize Him to be precious. Let 
us, therefore, in the next place, contemplate Him as Faith's All. And 
as l go 011 describing in what sense He is the All of Faith, we shall be 
able, I trust, to discover whether we are partakers of like precious faith. 
Faith is the gift of God, and we can form no conception, much less any 
thing like an estimation, of the worth and fulness and beauties of Christ, 
without this faith. "Without faith it is impossible to please God." 
Faith's is the only eye that can see Christ. " We see Jesus"-" the 
world seeth Me no more, but ye see Me." " Because I live, ye shall live 
also." Faith is the only ear that can hear the voice of Christ: the 
Gospel's joyful sound, the melodious accents of mercy. It is the fEiet 
that run to Him; the hands that handle Him, that take hold and appro
priate Him; the month that can receive Him; and the only power of 
smelling that can inhale the fragrance and perfume of His precious 
Name. Till this precious faith is given, Christ is esteemed as a root out 
of a dry ground; there is no beauty in Him that we should desire Him, 
we cannot see His excellencies or realize His worth; but as soon as 
faith is given, Christ is directly and deeply wanted: He is the first and 
last and All of precious faith. What is faith, then? Why, it is the life 
of God and discovers itself in the want of, and desires after, its source
faith i~ the heart is regeneration, or the new man in motion; life de
veloping itself, and from the first moment of the manifestation of this 
life, Christ iR wanted and Christ must be had, for He is faith's food, 
faith's support. "I am that bread of life," that spiritual bread, that 
heavenly bread, that solid bread, and that adapted bread to th~t spiritual 
life. 

(To be w11c/uded nexl monlh,) 



AND CHRISTIAN REOORD. 237 

THE FLOOD OF ERRORS ROLLING IN UPON THIS 
COUNTRY. 

II.-REVIVALISM-THE CONVERSION OF THE WORLD; OR, 
THE OLOSING DAYS OF CHRISTENDOM, AS FORESHADOWED IN THE 

PARABLES OF OUR LORD. 

WE spoke in our former article of the Revival Services of Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey, and of the great results that have been ex

pected from them, and from such movements as the" Higher Life" con
versions of Mr. R. P. Smith.* They are the natural outcome of that 
theology which teaches that the world is to be converted to Christ, and 
that the Ohurch is responsible for the salvation of the world. There is 
nothing new in their theology :-it is the " Turn or Burn " school ; very 
much after the style of Mahomet, the Scimetar, or the Koran. "Accept our 
offer of Christ now ;" say the Revivalists, "or He will burn you in hell to 
all eternity." Who gave these men Christ to offer? We heard the 
Rev. W. Taylor, of California, the other evening :-he is said to be one of 
the most successful coadjutors of Moody and Sankey in America and 
here ; in the course of two of his addresses he said :-" When you get to 
hell, the devil will say, What have you come here for? your place is up 
there in heaven; you are a greater sinner than I am: you refused sal va
tion and rejected a Saviour." He said again, "I asked a negro boy why 
he was'nt saved? he said because he refused to let God save him ; " and 
the preacher added, "I say it with all reverence, Jehovah cannot save a 
man against His will." Olosing his address, he said, "Angels are here, 
about to return to hE1,11,ven ; shall they go back with the sad intelligence 
that you -refuse to be converted? Some of you have lost fathers and 
mothers, their spirits are here waiting for your decision ; will you not 
come ? Above all, Jesus is here beseeching you to come to Him, will you 
send Him back to the Father with the intelligence that you refuse to 
accept His offers ? that you refuse to be saved?" 

Is there not something unspeakably revolting to the Christian's 
mind, in thus representing the Lord Jesus Christ as hawking Himself 
about from street to street, and house to house, at the bidding of these 
Revivalists, begging to be taken in? "Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do?" Is this the omnipotent Lord of all, who 
declared that all power was given to Him in heaven and in earth? who 
has said that all that the Father has given Him shall come to Him, and 
whose people are to be willing in the day of His power? We regret 
that so many whom we love and esteem should have been carried away 
by this kind of thing, or be led to support by their presence or their 
money, such a cruel and profane burlesque upon the Gospel of Christ. 

THE REVIVALS VIEWED IN THE LIGHT OF OUR LORD'S PARABLES. 

We now proceed according to our promise to show the characteristics 
of the closing days of Christendom as foreshadowed in the Parables of ow· 
Lord; and then ask our readers whether those characteristics are not 
strikingly and visibly predominant in the days in which we live? ... 

Let the reader open his New Testament and turn to Matthew xm., 
* We purpoee giving a full account of Mr. Peareall Smith's peculit\r religious his

tory, and hie Metbodiet Doctrine of Perfectionism in a subeequent article. 
R 
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and read carefully the parables it contains side by side with this Article, 
and we shall be much mistaken if he is not impressed with their striking 
application to the present times. 

We premise that the phrase, "kingdom of heaven," or, more correctly, 
" the kingdom of the heavens," is peculiar to Matthew's gospel, and 
means the "rule of the heavens," as in Daniel iv. 26 : " Thou shalt know 
that the heavens do ru7£," even during the days of Gentile supremacy. 
In other words that the phrase, the kingdom of the heavens, does not 
refer 

1. To a future state, for there are no fares mingled with the wheat 
there. . 

2. That it does not refer to the heathen - such as the OMnese, 
Japanese, &c., but to those nations only, as in Christendom, where the 
" good seed" has been sown, and where the tares have grown up with it. 

3. That it does refer, and refers alone, to Christendom-that is the 
"dom" or dominion of Christ, or Christ's kingdom (nominally, at least), 
that is the rule or kingdom of the heavens. 

4. That the phrase, the "mysteries of the kingdom, refers to the 
apparent failure of the kingdom and of the Gospel ; and the apparent 
triumph of the devil and his agents, diabolic and human, in weakening 
the kingdom and corrupting divine truth; this stands out prominently 
in nearly every one of the parables. 

5. That each of the parabws, except the first, when it passes into 
historic fact, is continuous in its action, right onward and down to the 
close of the present dispensation, so that from a given point, the move
ment of each parable is parallel with the movements of all the others. 

The parables are seven in number (a perfect number); the first four 
were uttered in the presence of the multitude; the three last pivately 
to His disciples. 

The first parable, the parable of the Sower, is explained by the Lord 
Himself; it is intended to shew us the way in which the kingdom of the 
heavens was introduced (it was not established till the day of Pentecost). 
The Sower was the Lord Himself in the days of His flesh. The disciples 
expected Him to manifest Him.self as the glorious King, the Messiah; 
but instead of that He went forth in the lowly capacity of a Sower, 
scattering seed over a field, and the teaching of this parable shews us, in 
relation to the sowing, almost universal failure: out of four kinds of 
soil, one only produces fruit. This first parable is a key to the whole 
subsequent dispensation, for it is highly improbable, not to say impossible, 
that the" kingdom of the heavens," which began with. such apparent 
failure on the part of the great Sower Himself, should be otherwise than 
seemingly weak and low all through its existence. 

This is not the Messiah going forth on a white horse, conquering and 
to conquer, but a humble. Sower, a_ IowlY: agri~ultural ?peration, ~n
assuming and almost unnoticed. This sowmg time contmued runrnng 
on also during the personal ministry of the Apostles, and then the 
" growing " time commenced, and this brings to the consideration of the 
next parable that of the Wheat and the Tares. This parable also is ex
plained by the Lord Himself :-so here we can make no possible mistake. 
But it contains several points of special importance which we shall do 
well to note:-

1. This parable is continuous in its action from the days of the 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 239 

Apostles down to the close of the present dispensation. This · is stated 
by the Lord Himself when interpreting it to His disciples. It is evil 
men," creeping in unawares," as Jude speaks of in his day, and continuing 
to do so till " the harvest, which is the end of the world." This we 
shall see more distinctly as we proceed. This is the first parable that 
is said to be " like " the kingdom of heaven, i.e., it is characteristic of 
the Gospel dispensation. 

In the parable of the Sower, the seed sown was principle.~, i.tJ., the 
principles of the Gospel of Christ. In the parable of the Wheat and the 
Tares, it is not principles, but men. The good seed are the children of the 
kingdom, the tares are the children of the wicked one. The wheat still 
remains wheat ; Satan can never change that into tares, but he may 
introduce tares into the field,-false professors into the kingdom,-and he 
has done this largely. The provisional character and protracted lvistory 
of the kingdom of the heavens is here most distinctly shown : so'wing 
time (i.B., the time of Christ and His Aposples); growing time (i.e., the 
period from the Apostle's days down to the present hour and onward); 
and reaping time, or the harvest when He shall send forth his reapers 
first, to gather out the tares, and then to gather the wheat into His barn. 

The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the king
dom ; but the tares are the children of the wicked one ; the enemy that 
sowed them is the devil ; the harvest is the end of the age or dispensation, 
not the "world;" the Greek word is afrmos (age), and the reapers are the 
angels ; as therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire so shall 
it be in the end of this age; the Son of Man shall send forth His angels 
and they shall gather out of His kingdom (i.e., Christendom), all things 
that offend (i.e., the tares), and them which do iniquity, and shall cast 
them into a furnace of fire ; there shall be wailing and gnashing of 
teeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
-of their Father. Our readers, we trllllt, will now see that the action of 
this parable begins in the days of the Apostles, and runs on to the end 
·of this age, or the closing days of Christendom. 

The third parable of the series is the parable of the grain of Mustard 
-Seed. The kingdom of the heavens in its beginning, or, in its incipient 
state, was so small and insignificant, when the whole of its disciples were 
not more than 120, that apparently it might have been easily destroyed with 
as much ease as a bird would peck up a grain of mustard seed, but in the 
-course of three or four hundred years, it had'become so great that it had 
covered the Roman world, and when Constantine made it the religion 
of the state, thousands and tens of thousands crowded into it as a matter 
of policy, interest, and fashion ; the clergy, ministers, monks, and 
anchorets crowded beneath its shadow, lodged in its branches, and 
fattened on its fruit. In the days of the Apostles, and for three hundred 
years afterwards, the place of prominence was the place of peril, and a 
sure passport to martyrdom ; but from the days of Constantine down
wards, all this is altered, and the place of prominence is the post of 
honour, and popes, cardinals, bishops, and archbishops have bee~ feared 
and feted by kings and revered by the multitude. To be a bishop or 
pastor in the primitive Church was to court danger if not to ensure 
~estruction, to be reckoned by the world as the offsc~uring. of all th!ngs, 
if not to be thrown to the lions. But now to be a bishop is to be richly 
robed, and nobly titled, with a splendid equipage, and a seat in the House 
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of Lords. 0, yes, professing Christianity has indeed become a great 
tree, and priests, l)ishops, and clergy, lodge in its branches. It is the 
Ohn".stian-ity of Constantine, not the Ohn"stianity ~f Chri,st. * 

This parable gives us the secul,a,r aspect of the kingdom of the 
heavens, and this aspect of it continues to the "end of the age." 

The fourth parable is the parable of the Leaven. "The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven which a woman took and hid in three 
measures of meal till the whole was leavened." This parable gives us 
t,he dogIDatic, moral, and eccwsiast1cal aspect of the professing Church 
from the days of Constantine down to the "end of the age" (" aionos "). 
Leaven is always used as a type of evil throughout the Scriptures. 
"Purge out the old leaven." "Beware of the leaven of the Scribes 
and Pharisees." The '' leaven of malice." "There shall be no leaven 
found in thy house." "Ye shall burn no leaven in any offering of the 
Lord," &c. It literally means sour dough. 

Now Constantine did not corrupt the Church; it was the woman, 
the Church, which corrupted herself and her doctrines. There were 
three measures of pure meal at first, and then a woman slips in 
stealthily a piece of sour dough, till she has corrupted the whole-the 
whole doctrines, teachings, and precepts of Christianity. As in the 
acetous fermentat£on, the sweetest and best parts are thrown off, and what 
remains is brought into a new and inferior combination, and relation; so 
has the Church of Rome, and her sister Churches, and we may say, the 
professing Church generally, stealthily insinuated the leaven of error 
and false teaching into the pure meal of the Gospel and of the entire 
ecclesiastical system, and so will continue to do till the whole is leavened. 
" When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find the faith upon the 
earth ? "-an interrogation implying a strong negati"ve. This parable 
also runs on to the " end of the age." 

CHRIST'S ONE HIDDEN CHURCH. 
Here the series of parables spoken to the . multitude ends. The 

Saviour is uow about to speak of His hidden Church through all this 
long period of declension; but He speaks of that alone to His disciples. 
"Then Jesus sent the multitudes away, and went into a house, and His 
disciples came unto Him" (ver. 86). 

The first of this secret series is the parable of the Hidden Treasure ; 
i.e., an aspect of the kingdom of the heavens that is secret, hidden-the 
true, not the false. Now we know how this parable has been generally 
interpreted, and what numbers of sermons have been preached to show 
that the hidden treasure is Christ, and that the sinner, by some unex
plained process, "buys" Him. When the man is led to part with his 
bad habits, his drunkenness, his swearing, his evil companions, and 
evil ways, he is said to buy Christ; and the giving up these things is 
the price he pays for Him! Why this is worse than Judas; he did value 
Christ at thirty pieces of silver, something which possessed a certain 

* Constantine, though such a great friend to the thing called'' the Church" in 
his day, put off being baptized till Just before his death, because the clergy told him 
that baptism waAhed away all sin, but that sins committed qfter baptism might not 
be pardoned ; and as be was anxious to have his fill of the world's sinful pleasures 
as long as he could, he deferred baptism till he was near death, that then all his 
sins might be washed away at once. Our readers will judge of hi~ Christianity by 
this one fact. 
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intrinsic value; but these value Him at what is far worse than wortkle.ys 
-what is positively evil-their sins and their vices ! ! But the parable 
means nothing of the kind; and in the previous parables spoken to the 
multitude the dominant thought was the power and malice of Satan in 
marring the blessings of the kingdom; in the three spoken privately, 
we have the power and wisdom of God employed in counteracting the 
power of evil. 

" The kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field, the 
which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and 
selleth all that he bath, and buyeth that field." 

The field is the world---so saith the Saviour. The Church-the 
true, invisible Church of Christ-is the treasure hidden in it: hidden 
from all eyes but His own. He bought the world that He might possess 
Himself of the Church. - We read of some "who deny the Lord 
•that bought them "-not redeemed them. The world exists, men exist, 
human society exists, by, for, and through Christ. By Him all things 
-consist. There is not a blessing, even that the unregenerate receive
food, raiment, home, shelter-which they do not receive through Christ, 
who is the Mediator between God and man--i.e., man as man. In this 
.sense of the word He is the Saviour--i.e., Preserver of all men, but 
especially of those that believe. The universe is His property; the 
-Church is His peculiar treasure; He parted with all that he had to 
possess Himself of it. They are called a peculiar, or, according to the 
real meaning of the word, an acquired people. He emptied Himself, 
made Himself of no reputation, took upon Himself the form of a slave 
(doulos), parted with all that He had, to secure it. In the present day 
'this Church is a hidden Church (as in the days of Elijah), seen by, and 
known only to, Him, and so will conti'nue to the end of the age. There 
is no corporate, visible Church of Christ now, anywhere, but there are 
individual believers and members of His in visible Church "hidden " 
among all sects and sections, "having this seal-The Lord knoweth 
them that are His." This treasure is diverse from the field in which it 
is found. It is " hidden," i.e., it makes no appeal to the outward 
senses; does not announce itself in newspapers, by advertisements, nor 
.great revival gatherings. 

This parable of a secret, hidden, invisible Church existing on earth 
passed into the regions of historic fact at the Reformation, when 
Luther and his coadj utators, though not till after a severe struggle, were 
led to utterly reject the claims of the Papacy to be the Church of Christ, 
and to denounce her as Antichrist. 

The second parable uttered to the disciples in the house is the 
,parable of the "Pearl of great price." This may seem, at first sight, 
to be almost identical with the parable of the hidden treasure; but it 
is not: it has distinctive features of its own. The parable of the 
hidd~n treasure describes the aspect of the Church of Christ in. its 
relation to the world, as unknown and unrecognised by any but H;1~ ; 
~he pearl represents the Church in its imity, purity, and value, as 1t 1s 
Ill the purpose of God and the estimate of Christ. 

This parable is often interpreted as if the pearl was Christ, and t~e 
pu!chaser the believer; but this interpretation will no more hold m 
this case than in the former-i".e., the hidden treasure-where we have 
shown that it is utterly untenable. 
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The pearl, in the first place is not an original creation-it is the 
result of disaa.se. A small particle of silica gets into the shell of the 
oyster, and irritates its inhabitant. The oyster at once sets to work to 
encrust the irritating particle with a coating of carbonate of lime, 
secreted from the waters of the ocean, and the result is-a pearl. The 
pearl is not of any intrinsic value-it is used solely for ornament. The 
price of the pearl is a mere fancy price, put upon it by him who wishes 
to possess it. In all these respects it is a type of the Church of Christ, 
which, in the first place, formed no part of the origiiial creation. The 
occasion of its existence was the fall of man, and the introduction of the 
disease of sin. In it.self it possesses no intrinsic value, being a company of 
poor, polluted, miserable sinners. Its value was only in the estimate that 
the Lord Jesus set upon it; and that estimate was His own heart's 
blood. " Though He were rich, yet for our sakes He became poor" 
(parted with all that He had to possess Himself of it), "that we, 
through His poverty, might be made rich." He GAVE HIMSELF for it. 

This parable presents the condition of the Church at the close oi 
the present age, when, in its perfect purity and unity ( ONE pearl), it is 
presented by Him faultless before the throne. 

The last parable in the series is the Net. " The kingdom of heaven 
(i.e., the present dispensation) is like unto a net, that was cast into the 
sea, and gathered of every kind: which, when it was full, they drew to 
shore, and sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the· 
bad away. So shall it be at the end of the world:" the Greek is, literally, 
the winding up of the age (suntelia tou aionos). 

This parable fa specially characteristic of the present day and hour. 
A net which gathered all kinds. What a picture of the present time, 
when, in the religious and ecclesiastical world, '' Comprehension" is the 
cry and order of the day ! The advocates of the National Establish
ment are contending in their various religious organs that, as the 
" Church of the nation," it ought to admit, and comprehend, and foster 
all forms of religwus teaching, and every variety of creed, from full
blown Popery down to the barest Socinianism and the dark negations 
of German neology. And this is what it actually does. The Ritualist 
represents the extreme Popish superstition on the one hand, and the 
Broad Churchman (i.e., the man of no creed) the marrowless and emas
culated Socinianism and semi-Deism on the other. We all know that 
within the last few years efforts have been made to effect a union 
between the English, Romish, and Greek Churches, and that this object 
is still being unremittingly pursued. . Among Dissenters, the Congrega
tional body has been discussing and entertaining, with a large amount 
of ministerial support, a proposal to admit the children of Christian 
parents to the Table of the Lord and to Church privileges, irrespective 
of the question whether they are regenerated or not: the object in both 
cases being to get as many as possible into the denominational net. A 
leading Dissenting journal, a short time since, published in London, 
rec:orded with great gusto that, at the ordination of a Unitarian minis
ter, a Jew read the Scriptures, a Presbyterian prayed, and a Congrega
tional minister preached; and that nothing of a controversial nature 
was introduced, either in prayer or sermon ; i.e., that no reference was 
made to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and the promised 
Messiah. 
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The word translated net in the parable, signifies a drag net, which, 
being drawn, sweeps along the bottom of the sea and takes in all. The 
Revival movement i!! said to be a" great ingathering." Undoubtedly: 
it is the drag net of the parable ; it is in perfect harmony with all the 
other religious movements of the age, but utterly out of harmony with 
the teachings of " the Boole." The age is nearing its close, and ere 
long the net will be dragged to shore, the false shall be severed from 
the true and cast into the lake of fire. 

NEMO. 
P.S.-ln our next we purpose showing what is the Scriptural 

Representation of the Condition of the True Church of Christ During 
the Closing Days of Christendom. 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

NEW VoLUMEs.-Two small handsome 
volumes have recently been printed and 
published by Mr. R. Banks, 5, Racquet 
court, Fleet street. '.l.'he first bear~ the 
following inscription :-Lette,·s to Theo
philus. By the late James Wells, Minis
ter of the Surrey Tabernacle, Wansey 
street, Walworth road. Vol. II. In 
the Preface the deacons say-" These 
Letters, together with those of the former 
~olume, were written nearly twenty years 
smce, and were originally published in 
The Earthen Vessel. The other Volume 
is the third edition of Achor's Gloomy 
Vale. A Series of Letters, etc., by Ja mes 
Wells, with some additions. A solemn 
awe pervades our spirit when we look into 
these Volumes. '!'heir contents are, to 
us, perfumed with myrrh and frankin
cense: a sacred, sound and solemn savour 
of tha Saviour's name, person, and work, 
attends these testimonies to thousands of 
the Lord's living family in this and ir.. 
other lands. We are thankful to find 
Mr. Wells's works still circulate exten
sively a~d acceptably among the people. 
Our review of the Standard's criticism is 
yeti~ the shade, but it may appear. For 
?Penmg up the fountainsot' the great deep 
ID the souls of the redeemed, and for 
unfoldin~ the amazing mysteries of grace 
and godlmess with clearness and sterl
ing ability, the late Mr. James Wells 
was a head and shoulders abovo any of us 
poor things. In these last days, even 
Pax~on Hood, after throwing many sar
casti_o remarks upon our author, indirectly 
admitted the large and genuine ministerial 
power with which he was endowed As 
instruments to keep the test11non°y of 
truth alive in the earth let these books 
be reacl everywhere. Ou~ Lord will bless 
them, 

, 
Lectwres to My Students. By C. H. 

Spurgeon. London : Passmore and Ala
baster, Paternoster buildings. If an 
army of young men could be tho,·oughly 
cast into the moulds which the President 
has here made for ministers, and if from 
these moulds they could come forth filled 
with the grace and power of the Spirit 
of God, certainly such a body of men 
would be produced as could not fail in 
achieving a mighty mcn-al, if not a 
spiritual, conquest over the minds and 
manners of thousands in our land. ,vhen 
a reviewer is challenged, he is bound 
carefully to examine the work and 
honestly to deliver his verdict. It would 
be wickedness indeed if we did not pro
nounce this volume of Lectures one of 
the best, for those who aspire to the great 
office of ambassadors for Christ, we have 
ever yet become acquainted with; although 
in Mr. Spurgeon's allusion to the "Zoarand 
Jireh" ministers, he is very caustic. We 
shall give him a word or two on this head 
in our next notice. The first disciples 
were nearly three years under the sweet 
and heavenly teaching of the great Mas
ter of Assemblies Himself. Saul of Tarsus 
was "made a minister " by the blessed 
Son of God. To Timothy anrl Titus Paul 
administered sound instruction, and from 
those inspired epistles, under Divine 
tuition, men "called of Goel, a, was 
Aarvn," may gathe,· m1t wisdom enough 
to guide them in their sacred work. 
Nevertheless, these practical les,ons, re
hearsed before, and now given to, young 
students must be of great advantage it' 
prayerf~lly c11rl"ied_ out. '_Ve _umy ;ret 
show th,it most of tbe obJ•'cbons fre
quently urged against collegi11te prepara
tion are in th,•se Lect,1res, overthrown. 
They will, doubtless, cotmnaud a very 
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large circulat,ion; and from the good spirit 
which runs through most of them, they 
will p1·ove s1tlut,ary and useful to many 
even of the true se~vants of Christ. 

Kind Questfons, By .A. M. Stalker. 
Lo-idon : E. Stock, Paternoster row, In
f,.nt sprinkling is exposed, the immersion 
of helievers defended, and other parts of 
Christian faith and practice a.re herein 
plainly set forth. It is a condensed 
treasury of truth gathered from many 
80Ul"Ce8. 

The StarkiR Family. London: S. W. 
Partridge and Co., Paternoster row. This 
is a sketch from real Swedish life, shew
ing. in narratives painful yet interesting, 
thal •· the Lord's ways are wonderful." 
'l'he illustrations are beautiful, the com
position is pure and instructive. The 
book is really pretty and good. 

MAGAZINES FOR JuLY.-Gilead is evan
gelical, and presents salvation in power
ful terms.-The Gospel Magazine - as 
much like its Editor as two peas. "Do 
you know Dr. Doudney?" said a very 
aged saint to us the other night up in the 
interior of Northamptonshire. "0 yes! " 
Ah ! he is a precious servant of God. His 
magazine is a bread-basket to many.-" A 
Word to the Faint and Weary," "Pil
grims to Canterbury," and some other 
interesting papers fill the pages of the 
8word and 1..,.owel. 

Mr. Gladstone's question - "Is the 
Church of England Worth Preserving?" 
-is creating some stir. We thought she 
was for many years, but she has, by her 
RG.n.eward career, rent herself almost in 
twain. She has a terrible time before 
her, and so have we all.-The Wcrrldly 
W(Jl!kly has commenced to write down the 
Atonement. The Nonconformist divines 
are gradually departing from those great 
elements of the Gospel scheme out of 
which all true religion ftows; so that it 
appears to us Pupery is already planted 
in the centre of our professing Christen
dom, and all, in one way or another, are 
flying round her, as the moth fties round 
the candle, and nearly all the churches 
are vaccinated with the Popish poison. 
Where, at the present rate of retrogres
sion, will true Protestantism be in a few 
years? Expediency ! Human policy ! 
False charity! Truth and error blended! 
These enterprises have for years been 
leading nearly all the Churches from the 
solemn and the solid to the artificial, the 
exciting, and the deceptive. And we sleep 
on. 

The Baptist is not quite satisfied with 
Mr. and Mrs. Pearsall Smith's teaching. 
The United States has for years favoured 
us with many extraordinary specimens of 
revivalism. We cannot understand them. 

"How to Make P1·a.yer Meetings Attrao
ti ve " is a singular paper in J.'ke Baptist. 
We spontaneously whispered, "Prayer 
Meetings Attractive!" Let the Holy 
Ghost lead a poor guilty sinner to look 
to, to feel the need of, and to call upon, 
the God-Man Mediator, and such souls 
will cry unto God Most High, and gladly 
meet with really prayin~ souls, wherever 
they can be found. Religion seems to be 
nearly all man-made now-a-days. Oh, 
God ! my soul breaketh for the longing 
it hath unto Thy salvation. - "John 
Clifford,"in The General Baptist Magazine, 
gives us a paper on Mr. Moody, which, in 
a general review of the whole affair, may 
receive notice some da.y. 

"Christian Perfection," in Our Own 
Fireside, by Canon Miller, furnishes a 
strong antidote for all the weak effusions 
of Plymouthianism and Pearsall-Smithism 
now Hoa.ting in the air. The Vicar of 
Greenwich is a stalwart Christian teacher: 
his pen, his pulpit-work, and his Gospel 
practice all testify to the soundness of 
his faith. " How to Destroy a Fallen 
Brother," is written in few words in The 
Day of Days, for July; but it is a de
struction perpetuated and perfected to an 
awful extent. The sufferings of good old 
John Huss a.nd Jerome of Prague, are 
declared in no :11.imsy manner by Dr. 
Charles Bullock, in the current number 
of Day of Da.'1/S; and in the Home Words 
he gives excellent advice to the working 
classes. No daubing with untcmpered. 
mortar ever comes from the Editor of 
Our Own F'ireside. "A Convent Mystery," 
and other timely articles, are in T/i,e Rock, 
whose Editor does not laugh at the 
Jesuits, as Mr. Disraeli does. We could 
tell the Premier a tale of the Jesuits 
from our own personal knowledge; only 
we have not a seat in that heterogeneous 
a.ssembly, so truly called "The House of 
Commons,•• where the noodles laugh down 
what they cannot either understand nor 
answer. Tlie Rock will have plenty of 
work now the first of July ls past, unless 
the lawyers and judges stifte the Anti
Ritualistic New Bill. If Mr. Gladstone's 
question means l\nything-that is its 
meaning. It is the hope of many that he 
means to turn round presently and declare 
she is not worth preserving. Then, when 
he is again Premier, and Edward Miall is 
in the Cabinet, England will see some
thing. We are not in the secret, but we 
hear the wishes and whispers of many 
who think they know everything._ 

The substance of Three Letters on the 
Gospel Ministry, Addressed to Elder 
Joseph N. Badg_er, P&tor of tl1e Old &kool 
Baptist Okurch, Warwick, Orange Oo., 
N. Y. By John Higgs. NewYork: John 
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Axford, 337, West 16th street. Whoever 
unclerto.kee to convince o. man against hie 
will, and especially if be ho "a man wise 
in bis own conceit," will soon discover 
that he is engaged in an ungracious, if 
not an unproflto.ble, task. Nevertheless, 
many an " ungracious" task has to be 
performed, nnd while man remains what 
he is the duty remains " to convince the 
gainsayers; " and happy is the man that 
possesses the ability and the will to engage 
in so noble a work. 'l'he adversaries of 
truth are both numerous and mighty, 
disingenous, unscrupulous and subtle; 
but the true " soldier of Jesus Christ,'' 
who can dexterously use " the sword of 
,the Spirit, which is the Word of God" 
(Eph. vi. 17), will ultimately put these 
"a1·mies. of the alien's to flight. The 
downfall of error is certain, and the 
-triumph of truth will be eternal. Let 
the friends of truth, therefore, everywhere 
and alway, "earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once(and for all) delivered 
unto the saints" (Jude v. 3). "What 
.saith the Scripture," must be our watch
word in all matters of faith and practice, 
for, " to the law and to the testimony,'' 
the grand and ultimate court of appeal, 
must all come at last. .Amid the un
,shadowed splendom·s of the eternal 
throne the hicleous form of error will 
never be seen, but there fair truth will 
·shine forth in all her native beauty and 
uncreated glory. But at present, "the 
·Church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth," is in the " wilder
ness," hence the imperative necessity that 
every man, •• of the valiant of Israel " 
should have "his sword upon his thigh 
because of fear in the night" (1 Tim. iii. 
15; Cant. iii. 7, 8). It is with interest 
·and satisfoction, therefore, that we notice 
-the labours of John Higgs in his corres
>pondence with Pastor Joseph N. Badger. 
The origin of these Letters is thus 
-described by the A.uthor in the Preface:
" The circumstance which led to the 
writ,ing of these Letters, was, First, Elder 
Badger said, in a sermon which I heard 
him preach, that the words, "Feed My 
.sheep (John xxi. 16, 17), expressed the 
li~i.t of ,~he commission of the Gospel 
m1mstry. Understanding the Scriptures 
·not so to teaoh, and ae Elder Badger is 
considered to be a great and leading 
preacher among Old School Baptists, I 
sent him a letter of enquiry on this 
matter, to which he replied. that if I 
" considered the Gospel ministry the 
means or instrument in tho hands of God 
to quicken sinners dead in ein, or in any 
way essential to their being brought from 
·death to life, we were as far apart 88 the 
poles,•' . . . and, "that the Gospel is 

sent only to the quickened." 'fhe sub
stance of these Letters is a Scriptural 
refutation of the erroneous views held 
and taught by these Old Hchool Baptists, 
and we think John Higgs is to be warmly 
commended for his honest labours in the 
defence of truth. The honoured names 
of William Gadsby, J. C. Philpot, and 
James Wells, it appears are at a discount 
with Elder Badger, and from hence it is 
easy to infer what he does not teach. and 
for the rest we are content that ourselves 
and our numerous readers should remain 
in ignorance, while it is written, "Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature; '' the servant of Jesus 
Christ has a di vine warrant to preach the 
Gospel to all classes and conditions of 
men, at all times and in every place. 

The Perpduity of tke Words of Chr-ist. 
(Briscoe.) This sermon was delivered 
before the Metropolitan .Association of 
Strict Baptist Churches by Mr. Hazelton, 
last March. In his introduction he re
ferred to that exclamation of our Lord's 
in Matthew niii.-" 0 Jerusalem," &c.
and simply said, "We pass over that." 
We wish he had entered into it, and not 
"passed over it." It is one of the strong
holds of those who are opposed to the 
truth. .A clear exposition of that remark
able outburst of those deep sympathies 
which filled every vein of our precious 
God-Man Mediator's perfect humanity, 
might, from Mr. Hazelton, been of great 
advantage to his younger brethren. No 
one acquainted with Mr. Hazelton will 
require us to assure them that this dis
course was the fruit of a mind long and 
delightfully accustomed to careful study, 
of a heart firmly rooted in the verities of 
heaven's Gospel, and of a conscience pure 
and peaceable through faith in the sacri
fice of the great High Priest of our pro
fession. To the rising generation of 
earnest seekers, we most affectionately 
recommend this testimony to the eternity 
of our blessed Redeemer's words. 

The Baptist of June 11 opens a fire 
upon the contradictions of some ministers 
at the Brighton Conference. When we 
reflect upon the thousands who are im
posed upon by some of these pretenders 
to" Nobody-knows-what," it makes us sad 
at heart. The Baptist has honestly entered 
its protest against that prevarication 
which, in men who set themselves up as 
leaders for the people, is truly melan
choly. The .Americans will see they can 
do anything with the English people, and 
our nation will soon be filled with them. 

"The Queen's Journey from Bal
moral :" Her Majesty travelling in the 
New Saloon Carriage, 88 true as life itself, 
in Pictorial World, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
SO H O J U B I L EE. 

NOTES OF R. BuRNHill-JonN STEYENS-GEORGE CooHBE-GEORGE WYARD
JoHN PELLS-J. WILKINS, &c. 

OXFORD STREET.-Jubilee services were 
held at Soho chapel on Sunday, July ll. 
Sermons were preached by Mr. J. Box 
and lllr. Shepherd. On Wednesday, 14, 
in t.he afternoon, a thoughtful discourse 
was delivered bv Mr. Hazelton. Tea was 
provided. At 6.30 a public meeting was 
held; Mr. J. Box presided. Mr. Roddy 
implored the Divine blessing. The chair
man expressed pleasure in meeting so 
many friends. He had been long enough 
with this people to know that they were a 
God-fearing, united, and praying people; 
that they dearly loved the distinguishing 
doctrines of the Bible, and the ordinances 
of God's house. 

Mr. Battersby ( one of the deacons) read 
the history of the Church; he remarked 
it was not the history of their existence as 
a Church-for they had existed as such 
for nearly 100 years-but the history of 
their coming to Soho chapel. Robert 
Burnham was the founder of the Church; 
he was born in 1749. He grew up to 
attend balls, concerts, and the like. At 
High Wycombe, in Bucks, he heard Mr. 
Williams, a Wesleyan minister, under 
whose ministry he was awakened, and 
became a decided Christian. He soon had 
a desire to communicate to others the 
blessings he had himself received. He 
was baptized by Thoe. Davies, and then 
went to Staines, where he was the means 
of forming a Baptist Church. Hearing 
that help was wanted in London, he came 
and gathered large congregations, so that 
he decided to remain. A place in Green 
1Valk was secured, and an Open Com
munion Baptist Church was formed in 
1780; a warm attachment grew up between 
pastor and people, and prosperity was 
enjoyed. They removed from there to 
Chapel street, then to Ed ward street, 
Gates street, Wardour street ; at the last
named place he changed his views, and, 
in three sermons, set these forth ; a large 
number of the friends saw with him, and 
thus a Strict Baptist Church was brought 
into existence. Here the cause divided
part went to Ed ward street, and the others 
to Grafton street. At Grafton street 
John Stevens was baptized, and also first 
exercised his gifts for the ministry. R. 
Burnhalll departed this life, October 30, 
1810, in the sixty-second year of his age. 
The Church was without a pastor J'or 
twelve months; the members then in-

vited J, Stevens. A Church-meeting was 
held, when 136 voted for aud 41 against. 
He preached his first sermon as pastor 
on the first Lord's-day in July, 1811. 
The congregation increased, so that the 
place became too small; removed to York 
street, Piccadilly, in 1813. Nine years' 
peace enjoyed, followed by a division, 
which caused the dissatisfied ones to go
to Broad street, and George Coombe be
came the pastor, Feb. 24, 1824. Pros
perity was now enjoyed, and in July, 
1825, they came to Soho. In ten years. 
a new chapel was built, and a lease taken 
for eighty years, at a rent of £60 a-year. 
G. Coombe died on Feb. 20, 1841, and 
was buried on the 26th at Kensal Green 
cemetery; J. Stevens gave the address at 
the grave. On the following Sunday 
morning a funeral sermon was preached· 
by Mr. Bowes, of Blandford street; and 
in the evening by Mr. J. Foreman, from 
the words, "'£he memory of the just is. 
blessed." During Mr. Coombe's pastorate 
a Society for the Relief of the Poor was 
formed, and, since ite existence, £1,000 
have been distributed. For about a .year 
without a pastor; Mr. George Wyard 
then settled over us, commencing his 
labours, May 12, 1842. In the year 1866-
he resigned (very much against the wish 
of the Church) after fourteen years' pros
perity. Mr. Wyard preached his last 
sermons at Soho on Sunday, Nov. 2, 1873. 
In the morning he seemed much over
come; dispensed the Lord's Supper in, 
the afternoon; and had to request one of 
the deacons to assist him in the evening. 
He died just a month after, On Nov. 9, 
1868, the recognition services of John 
Pelle took place. This worthy man of 
God preached his last sermon on W ednes
day evening, June 16, 1864, and died 
after one week's illness on June 23, 1864. 
During his pastorate all these seats were 
frequently let, and on Sunday evenings 
the place would be quite full. Such was 
the great love his people had for him, that 
at his decease £700 was collected for his 
wife and family. In September, 1866, 
Mr. J. Wilkins became pastor. Since his 
leaving we have boen wiLhout a pastor, 
but expect shortly to have another in Mr. 
John Box. 

Mr. C. Box, of Woolwich, Mr. Pung, 
Messrs. Alderson, Kevan, and W. Webb· 
spoke kindly words. The speeches showed 
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great liberality of sentiment, a love of all 
Christians, and yet a firm adherence to 
the truth. Nearly £5 10s. was collected 
on Wednesday evening. The singing of 
a hymn, and a word of prayer, brought a 
very happy service to a close. W. B. 

A SOLEMN ABSEMBL Y FOR PRAYER, 
PRAISE, AND PREACHING 
CHRIST'S GOSPEL. 

"Ebenezer Baptist chapel, Wirtemberg 
street, Clapham," was a sacred place on 
Tuesday, July 6, 1875, as it often bas been 
on many previous occasions. 

The ancient " Richardson" once wrote a 
book called " Plain Dealing; " all our notes 
on these gatherings, and the speakers, might 
be placed under· the same title-" Plain 
Dealing." Our private thoughts, our esteem 
for the brethren, and our aim to win souls 
by simple facts leading up to essential truths, 
may seem, to some, weak, childish, and out 
of place; but thousands in this country, in 
Australia, and across the Atlantic, are a little 
edified by our rustic notes; hence we give 
them, as pencilled down, either in cars, 
chapels! or by the roadside; and the following 
is a litt e sample:-

SNOW HILL, July 6, 1875. Creeping 
under the city, then running over Old 
Thames, on the tops of houses-hypers, 
indeed !-and underground, too, trying to 
reach Mr. Hall's anniversary, Ebenezer 
chapel, Wfrtemberg street. Nearly forty 
ministers and laymen are announced to 
speak. My heart prays to be preserved calm, 
reticent, watchlul, listening, as the Church 
said to her Lord (so would I say), "The 
companions hearken to Thy voice-cause 
me to hear it." The London Strict Baptist 
pastors are a different kind of men from 
those I met with thirty years ago. I shall 
hope to hear the Spirit through these blessed 
men who are to unfold the mysteries of the 
New Covenant this day. 

Reached the chapel soon after ten, on the 
morning of July 6. We found brother 
Griffith, the "Hope" pastor, was pleading 
with the Lord. Aner bim, brethren Pung, 
John Box, Warren, ·Waterer, and myself, 
were.sen_t to the ~brone of grace. We are 
certam, m God's time, He will shower down 
upon the C:lapham pastor and people answers 
to these prayers, for they came out of the 
souls of the pleaders on the wings of faith 
and love. 

The Mansion house pastor, W. Rowe, 
then read out, with significant emphasis that 
heart-touching hymn of Watts',- ' 

" Como we that love the Lord 
And let our joys be known:" 

He read the whole ten verses; ali ·the people 
stood up and sung seven of them. When 
they came to the Inst verse, they appeared 
~o he just getting into the full blessedness of 
it; and the spirit of love having warmeEI their 
hearts, t1,1eir hot hearts opened their lungs, 
and their voices, with th1·illing melody, 
chanted,-

"Then let onr songs abound, 
And every tear be dry; 

We"re marching through Immanuel's ground 
To fairer worlds on high." 

Neither Bin, Satan, nor unbelief, had much 
chance just then. They appeared like an 
,army of soldiers r~turning_ from the wa_rs, 
going borne to their own city, to dwell with 
God for ever. I could not sing. I sat and 
enjoyed the sight, the sounds, and the gracious 
sentiments, until my soul laughed for joy 
within me. 

While the people were thus pouring forth 
theirmelodies, the brethren Hall and Hazelton 
appeared on the platform: a very interesting 
looking couple! Henry Hall led bis friend 
John on, and seemed to say," Now, give us 
something good!" and John Hazelton looked 
up into his introducer's face, as much as to 
say," I am dependent-upon the Lord." He 
sat down in a passive mood. When singing 
was over, he read, with clear sedateness, the 
whole of I Peter i. So much of holy truth, 
rolling on like a deep river, we thought we 
bad never seen in it before. That chapter, 
the prayer and the sermon which followed, 
formed, to some of us, the crowning portion 
of the whole day's worship. 

" Who loved me, and gave Himself for 
me," was the text. Love before Blood; and 
Blood, as the willing, the perfect, the sub
stitutionary outcome of Love, opened up a 
channel of thoughts, of ideas, of suggestion3, 
new, savourv, and precious. That text, to 
John Hazelton's soul, had been like one of 
the splendid mansions "in my Father's 
house:' He went into this mansion by the 
door of Love ; he threw open to view the 
foul'ltain of Atoning Blood. Every word in 
the text was full of New Covenant mercy; 
instrumentally, he led us into them, until we 
were ready to cry out, " Hold on; " for 

"Our full soul could hold no more." 
Some say we are soft. Quite true. On 

this occasion we saw a little of the Church's 
meaning, when she cried out," Stay me with 
flagons; comfort ( or strengthen) me with 
apples; for I am sick of love." They say the 
sight of Christ's banquetting house, and the 
large discoveries therein made, brought her 
into a delinquium, or fainting fit; so she 
pravs for relief: We cannot bear much of 
heaven here; "the spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak." 

If we have the power we will give our 
renders more of this sermon; bL1t our space 
thi.s mol\th forbids. We have notes ol brother 
Meeres' sermou in afternoon, nud little 
sketches of all the speakers. We shall try 
our JJencil next month. ',Ve ma.y add, in 
the first chapter, the congregauous were 
excellent. l\lr, Hall, !LS the leader ol all the 
services, was well directed. fames M_ote, 
Esq., as chairman of the evemog meetmg, 
was uuusunlly eloquent. Charles Spencer, 
Esq., and all the spea~e!'S but oue, acquitted 
themselves as good uumsters should do; but 
of all these ano1he1· time, as we can trauslate 
om· notes. 

[We must mentiou that Mr. Hall's friends 
manifested the greatest kiudness; they pro-
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,,ided provisions, bouquets in rich abundance, 
and did their utmost to help, and, practically, 
to assure their pnstor that their Christian 
attachment to him and the cause he espouses 
is neither shallow nor mean. One brother 
in Christ sent his ser,·ant several miles with 
a splendid "nosegay" and a good donation. 
Brother Hall's children and grandchildren 
were all present, and conducted the musical 
department all r!ay. The Church under 
Mr. Hall's care, was formed in 1858, of twenty 
members. One hundred and eighty-one 
have been received into communion; a 
Sunday school, a sick society, &c., all in 
working- order. But for a luller develop
ment ot Christian pbilanthropy more zealous 
workers are required. This sixth of July was 
a glorious day; of its proceedin!?S we shall 
(D.V.) give a second chapter.-ED.] 

THE LITTLE HORN STILL MAKING 
\YAR WITH THE SAINTS. 

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-! have no doubt 
but you have seen a small pamphlet that 
has recently been widely and gratuitously 
circulated, especially amongst Baptists. It 
is an "Advocate tor the End of Water 
Baptism." I haYe no desire or intention to 
enter into any argument upon the practice 
of "water baptism, yet for the Gospel you 
advocate I should like a tiny corner in some 
part of EARTHEN VESSEL, because some 
language used in that pamphlet is insulting 
to the Deity. 

On pllj!;e 1, the first paragraph is sound 
Gospel ; in paragraph two and three, two 
questions are asked, which are plain to all 
wbo read the New Testament; in the fourth 
paragraph the writer informs us ( touching 
the second question) that" all Baptists have 
not a single doubt about it:" here he arro
gates to himself what he knows nothing of, 
and in the very next line can tions his readers 
against "surmising." All Baptists have 
not a single doubt. Who told him that? 
He then adds we can only accept positive 
proof; and page 2 commences with a con
fe..-sion of the writer's faith, where it is said, 
"We believe John was •ent by God to 
baptize with water." ..• "We al~o believe 
that it was necessary that the Lord Jesus 
should also be baptized by John." . • . 
" We further believe that our Lord sanctioned 
the performance of John's baptism." •.. 
" We believe that Philip, Peter and Paul 
for a short season only, continued to still 
observe the baptism ol John, in the early 
converts," &c., &c. And then tqe writer 
sarcastically says," You (Baptists) are con
fident that as He paid them about eight 
visits or more during the forty days that He 
remained on earth, before His ascension, &c., 
they (the apostles) learnt from Him that 
they were to continue water baptism." 
Why, sir, a mere child in theology would 
laugh at that idea; they had learnt it before 
He confirmed it-alter Matt. xxviii. 19. II 
Mr. Baxter could show us that during that 
forty days they learnt to discontinue it, he 
would do his friends a very great service. 
But though Jesus Christ was a man, He 
was not a man to do and undo, command 

and countermand (Heh. xiii. 8, 9). On 
page 3 the apostles are charged with not 
obeying the :Saviour's command, an<l it is 
said, "They baptized with water only." 
This we hold, because no minister is capable 
of baptizing with anything else. But here 
is a query: we are informed on the same 
page that in the Saviour's commands He 
aid not mean water at all. Same page
" John did indeed baptize with water." 
Same page-" Jesus Ch1-ist did not count 
John as equal to a Gospel minister." 

What the views of the men are that dare 
thus to write I know not. I should like to 
s~e the light in our days that shines as bright 
as John's did. Yours, &c., 

Brixton. c. CORNWELL. 

HA YES TABERNACLE 
DEAR BROTHER,-Our anniversary was 

a good day; the Lord God was in our midst; 
the Lord bath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. At seven m·any 
gathered together for prayer ·and praise ; 
live brethren engaged 1n prayer; it was a 
time of refreshing. 

" How sweet to wait upon the Lord, 
While He fulfils His gracious word." 

We feel, as a people, our God is very good to 
us at our prayer meetings. 

About ten o'olock ChristiaB friends began 
to arrive from London, PlumRtead, Riek- . 
manswortb, Colnbrook, Longford, Tring, 
Uxl,ridge, Clapham, &c. We were made 
11,lad by seeing so many of the Lord's dear 
people ; it was a ltl"eat gathering ; and true 
it was, aa our brother Crowther said, he was 
speaking to a representative body; for there 
were some from all the leading Churches in 
London. We were sorry our beloved brother 
Ponsford was not with us, being in Devon
shire ; also our esteemed brother C. W. Banks 
was obliged to leave before the public meeting 
commenced-they are two old friends con
nected with the cause. 

The morning service commenced by brother 
Griffiths giving a hymn. Brother Meeres 
read a portion of God's Word, and power
fully pleaded with God, through our precious 
Jesus, for blessings abundantly to descend 
upon pastor, Church and all connected 
therewith, and upon all that should speak 
and bear the Word of Life that day. Brother 
Styles was enabled to preach a good sermon 
from Rev. xxii. 17. Many heard the words 
with joy. 

Then followed a good dinner, the gift of 
our beloved friends, Wild,Gregory, Baldwin, 
Willis, Preston Davis, and others interested 
in the cause. Our room was full; it looked 
cheering to see so many friends partake of 
what had been freely given for the good of 
the cause. 

Afternoon se"ice, brother R. Minton read 
out a hymn. Brother Crowther took for his 
text the words," Ye are the salt oft he earth," 
&c. He was enabled by the Holy Spirit to 
give us a good sermon, full of covenant 
mercy flowh:ig from eternal love. Great 
numbers to tea. 

At the evening meeting brother Crowther 
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presided. Brother Chivers very sweetly en
joyed freedom at the throne of grace, The 
Chail'mnn read Isaiah Iv., making some good 
remarks, and asking the brethren to speak 
on the clrnpter he had read. Brethren 
Gritliths, Meeres, Beazley, and Edwards, 
spoke unitedly of the things of Jesus Christ, 
to the encouragement of the children of God; 
and nil declared they were glad to be there, 
Brother Bardens said a few words on the 
power and fulness of God's Word, and of the 
certainty connected therewith : " It shall not 
return unto Me void." He said the Lord bad 
by His goodness supported him there in the 
·midst of his beloved people now more than 
four years, and during the past year the 
Holy Ghost bad made manifest the power of 
truth as it to in Jesus to some poor sinners, 
whilst others had been comforted and made 
glad. Congregations on Sundays are very 
good. Mr. Bardens also said that be had never 
felt more freedom in speaking than he had the 
last-three Sundays. He had felt that day 
the power of some of the precious things 
that he saw whilst preaching to them on 
Sunday evening, which he should never 
forget. Broth•r Styles closed the meeting 
with prayer. Brother Styles, with others, 
said it was one of the best meetings they had 
ever witnessed. 

May the God of all grace bless the cause 
at the Tabernacle, and cause His face to shine 

. upon pastor, deacon, Church, and peopl~; 
that one and all may prosper and abound m 
the things ot Jesus Christ. So prays 

A SERVANT IN THE VINEYARD. 

A BRIEF EXPOSITION OF THE 
NARRATIVE RECORDED IN ACTS 
XIX. 1-7. 

To THE EDITOR OP "THE EARTHEl!f 
VESSEL." 

DEAR Srn,-Will you kindly afford me a 
little space for the following dissertation? 
It is not from any morbid desire to parade 
my insignificant performance before the 
public eye, neither is it because I pretend to 
any special ethnological perceptions of 
divine truth. f am only a plodder on the 
outski~ts of the unsearchable field of Revela
tion. To change the figure, I am sometimes 
enabled to skim a few portions of that un
fathomable ocean whiclt has overwhelmed 
the mightiest intellect. But, blessed be God, 
there are shallows in which an infant may 
play, though depths sufficient to drown an 
archangel. 

In this month's (June) No. of the 
" Earthen Vessel," in an article on the 
" Baptism of the Holy Ghost," p. 179, there 
occurs the following sentence : - "The 
disciples whom Paul found at Ephesus, upon 
tl1eir declaring, 'We have not so much as 
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost,' be 
said unto them,• Unto what then were ye 
baptized ? ' It seems their ignorance made 
their baptism a mere formal, carnal action, 
inasmuch as it could not have been attended 
to iu faitl1, nor in subserviency to the promised 
~lessing. But when they were instructed 
mto the truth of the design they were 
baptized io the name of the Lo~ Jesus; and 

when Paul had laid his bands on them, the 
Holy Ghost came upon them." 

Here we have evidently asserted the re
baptizing of these disciples, though hy whom 
is not stated ; in my opinion this is a most 
erroneous idea, though only in keeping with 
the absurdity of the whole quotation. 

It is most astonishing to me, that any 
diligent readers of the Word should so 
stumble in the dark over a "vision so plain, 
that be may run that readeth." N everthe
less, personal contact with religious pro
fessors, Bible students and expounders too, 
printed sermons also, fully justifies the 
assertion that the most unwarrantable and 
ridiculous theories have been fabricated in 
reference to this interesting narrative. 

I will now proceed to shew from the record 
itself the grounds of my dissent from the 
view denounced. 

See the account given. Paul comes to 
Ephesus-finds certain disciples-puts this 
question to them, " Have ye received the 
Holy Ghost since ye believed ? " They 
answer, "We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost." Paul 
then enters into an explanation. Now read 
attentively verses 5 and 6, leaving out the 
words in italics, which here, as in many 
other places, create confusion. " When they 
heard they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and when Paul had laid hands 
on them, the Holy Ghost came on them,"
mark the words (not to make them fit sub
jects for baptism), "and they S'f)ake with 
tongues and prophesied."* Does not this 
testimony alone entirely disprove the asser
tion that their baptism was a mere formal, 
carnal action, and as such displeasing to 
God? Had they not been genuine believers, 
would the Holy Ghost have thus sanctioned 
and anointed them? The inference plainly 
deducible from their answer to Paul in the 
second verse L•, that it refers not at all to the 
divine existence of the Holy Spirit, nor to 
His office in the economy of grace, but to 
His marvellous bestowments of supernatural 
gifts, of which Paul was so tull, that he 
immediately accosts them on that very point, 
no doubt taking them very much by surprise, 
eliciting their prompt confession of ignorance, 
a great point gained, but only another mode 
of saying, "We have not beard anything 
about it-don't know what you mean." 
How should they ! 

Further, to clear up the point, turn to the 
preceding chapter, and read the last five 
verses; there we have the key to the whole 
affair. The very place, Ephesus - the 
preacher, Apollos-and the results whi_ch 
followed his preaching. Begiuoi~g w!th 
the 24111 v. of the xviii. eh., and endmg with 
the 7th v. of the xix eh., we get a concise 
11nd explicit narrative, justifying th~ ~on
clusion that these meu became d1sc1ples 
through the instrumentality of the great 
J ewisb orator and that they had not acted 
as mere carn'al men, destitute of faith and 

• A geatlewan, conversant with the Greek 
language, bas assured me this Is iu perfect 
acoordance with the orlglnal. 
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the Holy Ghost. In fact, we do not even 
read ot suc-h a recognition by the Holy 
Ghost of Apollos, as that of these men with 
regnrd to the bestowmen t of extra gifts. 
"Knowing only the baptism of John" [in 
reference to the Christian dispensation] is 
emphatically stated of Apoll<;s, till afterwards 
"Acquila nnrl Priscilla took him unto t.hem1 
and expounded unto him the way of Goo 
more perfectly:• How clearly, then, is the 
ignorance of these twelve men accounted tor 
when A polios himself, though "an eloquent 
man and mi1d1ty in the Scriptures," was not 
[ at the time] one step in advance of the new
ma?e converts, respecting the new dispen
sation! 

The na1Tative is full ofinterest,and highly 
sug1restive on the subject of ignorance. An 
individual may be truly converted, and yet 
remain for a length of time in great need 
of having" the way of God expounded more 
perfectly." Very few, if any, who have had 
some years of subsequent experience, but 
will bear ample testimony to the fact. Here, 
however, I leave tbe picture in outline only, 
as it is out of the power of any one mind 
to fill it up. The Holy Spirit works sove
reign!~•, and dealeth severally as He will. 
May He ever be our guide and teacher. 

TIJI we anive at tbat bless'd place, 
Where Jesus never bides His face: 
Where all shall know as tbey are known
One body to perfection grown. 

So prays your humble servant in the cause 
of truth. J. LINGLEY. 

Lambeth, S.E., June 9, 1875. 

UPPINGHAM:.-We heaT sad accounts 
of the late John Wade's chapel here. Surely 
those who love the truth will never let thJS 
sacred property be lost! We know how it 
was left. We will do as " I-n-s-d-e" 
desires. We believe a minister might, with 
God's blessing, be found to raise this long
drooping cause. 

We know this Rutland county, 
For truth is very poor ; 

But let us all seek for it 
An effectual open door. 

WELLINGBORO' TABERNACLE.
Sunday, June 27, 1875, was a day ofchanie 
with us. That venerable and stern Baptist 
pastor, William Wilson, of Billingborough, 
occupied our pulpit. 

A Bedfordshire Baptist, 
So faithful and true; 

Preserved by grace has been 
.All his life through. 

A.t Wooburn green, at Riseley, and in parts 
of Lincolnshire, this William Wilson has 
been well received as a man of good report. 
At Billingborough he has laboured on in the 
midst of some opposition from the Open 
Communion advocates; but they have not 
yet prospered. As our friend Wm. Wilson 
advances in life may his ministry be in
creasingly mellow and useful, his soul 
ripened and ready for glory, his end on earth 
peace, and his reward a crown of life which 
shall never fade nor wither. 

THE REVIVALISTS REVIEWED 
BY AN AGENT OF THE LONDON CITY 

MISSION, AND DEFENDED DY MR, 
GEORGE HEARSON, THE PASTOR OF 
THE VAUXllALL BAPTIST CHURCH: 
AN INFIDEL'S THOUGHTS, &c. 
We have been advised no further to notice 

the Revivals, which are now drawing to a 
close; but such a course of action on the 
part of one who has known, loved, preached, 
and earnestly contended tor the true New 
Covenant Gospel of the grace of God, for 
forty years, would be cowardly and unfaithful. 
To our thousands and tens of thousands of 
readers and friends it would be unjust. To 
treat our numerous correspondents with silent 
contempt would be to insult the friends and 
faithful followers of Christ. Rather let us 
hear both sitles ! and then let us calmly 
faithfully, and prayerfully review the who!~ 
movement. It will furnish such an historical 
chapter of extraordinary events as England 
never had the opportunity of readin"' before. 
We will not speak evil of any ma';.. God 
forbid that we should cast the slightest 
reproach upon any movement for doing 
good. But we have three divinely con
stituted Courts of Appeal to which we must 
bring this great movement; and, if it cannot 
be justified by them, shall we not be com
pelled to fear the results? We have,-

1. The blessed Word of God. 
2. The written testimonies of deeply sane-' 

tified men of God in all ages of the Church's 
history. 

3. The average Christian experience of 
genuine believers in every section of the 
family of God; 

First of all, let us hear both sides, A 
London City Missionary says:- · 

DEAR SrR,-ln your article on the 
Revivals and the Revivalists, you have 
asked your readers what impressions they 
have derived from it; also, what are the 
calm and impartial conclusions to which 
they have been compelled to come. 

In the first place, I speak in reference to 
numbers; no one can deny the fact that 
thousands and tens of thousands have at
tended their meetings. I was present at 
the opening of the Agricultural Hall when 
these gentlemen made their first appearance 
in London. I am sure there must have been 
twenty thousand persons present on that 
occasion. The next time I was at the Hall 
there were not so many, probably not more 
than ten thousand, which is a great num
ber. Now the question we have to consider 
is this-Where did these great numbers 
of people come from? Of course many went 
out of curiosity; but I have ~ot the least 
hesitation in saying that most of them were 
professors of religion. 

In the beginning of June I met a young 
lady at a tea meeting. She told me she had 
just come from the Opera House, where she 
heard Mr. Moody. In answer to a question 
I put, she said she had beard him between 
thirty and forty times. I know other ladies 
who attended nearly every service ; and I 
know for certain that great numbers who 
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make II profession went to the Hall every 
night, nnd as many times as they could on 
-Sundays. Speaking from 

MY EXPERIENCE AS A CITY MIS-
SION ARY, 

I can say, I do not know any one on my 
district who has heard Mr. Moody, except 
those thnt attend other places of worship. I 
have asked several of my brother missionaries, 
and they have tolrl me that, with one or 
two exceptions, they hnve found things just 
the same. These men to whom I am re
ferring are labouring in all parts of London : 
so that I think I am justified in saying Mr. 
Moody has been preaching to great multi
tudes of people.I the majority of whom, to 
use a phrase 01 his own coining, professed 
to have found Christ before he came to 
London. 

Now, in reference to the amount of work 
they have done; I say they have done, 
because it is said Mr. Moody has a way of 
preaching peculiar to himself, and if persons 
will only go and hear him, they will be sure 
to take Christ home with them. He teaches 
that faith is the cheapest commodity, ·and of 
most easy attainment; forgetting (perhaps 
not knowing) that the Eternal Son of God 
.paid the price of His own most precious blood ; 
that He laid down His life for distinct known 
persons, namely, His sheep, His people; the 
Father promising that all He had given 
Him, and all for whom He died, should 
come unto Him; that He should see of the 
travail of His soul, and be satisfied. If Mr. 
Moody understood these things aright, me
thinks he would not go about making our 
blessed Lord a beggar, and every man his 
·own saviour. 

When I was at the Agricultural Hall, last 
March, I heard him say that every one, even 
a child six years of age, might receive 
Christ before they left the Hall that night. 
If that is not blasphemy, I do not know 
what is. Yet this legal teaching is what all 
unbelievers like. Shortly after I heard this 
address, I met an infidel. He said, "I went 
to hear Moody the other night; he told the 
people that every one of them could believe, 
and receive Christ before they left the place. 
But," said this infidel, "the man is wrong. 
I have been reading and studying for years, 
~nd am n?t prepared to give up my opmions 
1n five mmutes." 

Well, sir, I could mention many such 
cases. I met a man in Kentish town. 
Knowing he made a profession I asked him 
if ,he ,Jmd been to hear Mr. Moody? He 
SBld, . Yes, several times; and last week I 
went mto the room set apart for inquiries." t asked him who he saw there? He said, 

There were many; some praying, some 
crying, some talking very loud. -I don't 
know how many_ were there ; I think from 
forty to fifty. When I went in II man said, 
'Are Y?U saved? • I replied, ' I don't know.' 
!le smd, 'Would you like to be?' I said, 

Yes.• He told me to kneel down; he kept 
me kneeling for a long time· but there was 
su~h II noise, I could not hear a word be 
said. After II long time he told me to get 

up, and said I was aaved; but had better 
attend the Sunday services." I asked this 
person who the man was that spoke to him 
and prayed with him? He said, "I don't 
know; they called him Dr. somebody-he 
is a great man.'' I then asked him ifhe had 
ever felt himself to be a lost and ruined 
sinner, under the curse of God's holy law, 
and guilty of manifold breaches of the law? 
He madP. no reply. 

Now, sir, I am sure this man was dead in 
trespasses and sins, yet he bad been taught 
by Mr. Moody to look upon himself as a 
sinner saved by grace. I sincerely hope and 
trust this poor man may be brougb t not 
only to see, but also to feel himself guilty, 
haviug his mouth stopped; no defence; no 
excuse to make ; no way of escape left him 
but what the Gospel reveals : then, and not 
till then, will he welcome the news of a 
Redeemer. 

In reference to the doctrine of the annihi
lation of the wicked I wish to say a few 
words. I recently visited a man who said, 
" Sir, I want to ask you a question. Do you 
believe in the eternal punishment of the 
wicked?" I said, "Yes; don't you?" 
He replied," No, I don't. When I was a 
boy men preached quite a different doctrine 
to what they do now : then they preached 
fire and brimstone ; now they preach brim
stone and treacle. Can you tell me how it 
is?" I said, "Yes, I can. The so-called 
preachers of Olll" day have been to college, 
where they have learned a system of theology, 
or natural religion: but have never been 
convinced of sin." I repeat what I have 
often said on my district, those learned 
doctors who teach the doctrine of the non
eternity of punishment are not the servants 
of Christ. 

A tew months ago I ascertained where 
these learned men got their knowledge 
from. I went into a very nice building, not 
a great way from the Old Bailey. The 
minister, who is a D.D., preached on the fall 
of Judas. He endeavoured to shew that our 
Lord never intended to lose poor Judas; 
that He expected him to repent, and sit upon 
one of the twelve thrones; and Jesus must 
have been disappointed when He found he 
did not. Before he finished his sermon, be 
told his congregation where he got this 
abominable trash from. He said, " When I 
want the interpretation of a difficult pl)l"t of 
Scripture, where do rou think I go to? I 
go to my own heart.' I need not say, after 
this I was prepared to he11r anything. It 
is astonishing how many persons run after 
those wise men. Judging from my own 
experience, I should say there is as much 
infidelity in the professing Church as there 
is out of it. F. NIGHTINGALE. 

58, Pancras square, Somer's town, 
July 5, 1875. 

[Next, we give the following from Mr. 
Hearson:-] 
To THE EDITOR OF " THE E.-1.RTHEN 

VESSEL.'' 
DEAR SIR,-Although you have not in

serted my letter in either this or last month's 
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"Vessel," and nlthough I Rm naturally 
averse to controversy, especially with those 
with 'l\•hom I hold so much in common, I do 
hope you will, in all fairnes.•, let both sides 
he heard !"ei?arding the theological teaching 
of Mr. Moody. You ha,·e favoured your 
readers with a considerable amount ofteach
ini? or warning in opposition to him and his 
extra01,linar~• 'll'ork; and, eeeing that those 
who sympathise with him are at least equal 
in number and spiritunl excellence, surely 
they are entitled to be heard by our Strict 
Baptist brethren. 

I freely admit your sincerity, and greatly 
ail mire vour stern adherence to what vou be
lieve to 0be the truth of God ; but I believe you 
have grievou•ly misunderstood them in some 
important particulars, and that in others they 
have truth on their side. You say, "You 
are sorry to seem out of harmony with the 
Revh•al mo,·ement." I believe you, for I 
have noticoo your efforts for many years 
past to stir up the Laodicean members of the 
Churches. But, sir, I am grieved that you 
not only seem to be, but you really are, out 
of harmony. Alas! that any of us should 
even unwittingly rock the already slumbering 
into a sounder sleep. As far as I- can gather 
from this month's" Vessel," your chief ob
jections are as follows:-

First,-You as.some that Mr. Moody does 
not believe in the person, office and work 
o.f the Holy Ghost: for you more than 
hint that he has "not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost." 

Secondly,-You object that the charac
teristic of all the movement is highly sensa
tional. 

Thirdly,-You are opposed to his giving 
universal invitations, for you say, "You 
must perish ere you can· follow in that 
wake." 

Now, sir, as to the first, permit me to 
give it the most emphatic denial. Your 
assumption is certainly f/:l'Oundless. At 
the very first meeting that Mr. Moody 
held at the Agricultural Hall he told !he 
people, in the most unmistakeable laugu,,ge, 
that they must expect but little, in fact, 
nothing irom him; that if they really wanted 
any lasting spiritual good, they must _look 
awav from self to l,od alone. He entirely 
and 0 He altogether must save and re,•_h•e. 
And, sir, we have every reason to believe 
that this is a settled and deeply-wrought 
conviction with him at all times. Indeed, 
it is apparent to many of us that thi~ is 
with him a heart belie,, whilst with too 
many of us it is \Jut a cold intellectual creed. 
His unh,ersal invitations to sinners 111·e no 
proof to the contrary. 

Then, as to your second objection about 
sensationalism, I freely admit that great 
animation, or, i1 you like it better, excite
ment pl'evails. The assemblinirof thousands 
inval'iablv creates this; and I for one thank 
God that "the attention-the lively attention
of tl,e masses can be secured anyhow to 
hear the tl'uth of God. I am not afraid of 
it even wl,en much that is fleshly attends it. 
I am far mol'e alarmed and wieved at the 
cold, stoical apathy ofCh1·istiansin particular, 

and of the world in general. Better have 
a litt.le wild fire than no fire at all. It la 
seldom indeed that we err on the pcore of 
deep sensibility to the truths of God. Doubt
less there are cases of excessive excitement, 
and there may be hundreds whose religion 
is BO shallow that it lives largely on the 
excitinf!: Pcenes of a crowd; but, sir, Mr. 
Moody s meetings insido are as decorous, 
devout and solemn as it is possible to those 
who are resolved to iret into personal contact 
with thousands of human souls. Nothing 
but the overshadowing of the Holy Ghost 
could awe such multitudes into the devout
ness which has been so apparent. I saw 
quite as much excitement at the funeral of 
Mr. James Wells, yet this was thought 
worthy of loud and lonp: commendation. 

"Nemo" sneers at the "' North London 
Praying Company' moving about with 
Bibles under their arms." Would to God 
we were surrounded with such ! I am not 
acquainted with this noble army, but if they 
are raw juveniles, let the fathers in Israel 
offer sager service. Thousands of 1;>ounds 
have been spent in circulars to invite the 
very best. 

But, sir, I apprehend that your strongest 
objection to Mr. Moody i.<! that be indulges 
in" Invitations indiscriminately thrown out" 
-in other words, his urging men to be 
"reconciled to God." Itis this that led Mr. 
P. Leigh to say that " these men cannot 
possibl;v be ~ent of God." And it is regard
ing this that you ask your readers and cor
respondents, "where in the acts, preachings 
and movements of the Apostles of our Lori!, 
they find anything akin to this? " 

Now, without endorsing all Mr. Moody 
says (for I confess I could not always put 
things exactly as he does), I heir to offer the 
answers you have solicited. Nat, indeed, 
thinking I can instruct such an adept in the 
Scriptures, but for the purpose of pressing on 
your attention that which you know, yet, I 
think, have misconceived. 

In Acts viii. 22, Simon was told by Peter 
to "repent ••• and pray" for forgiveness. 
In Acts iii. 19, Peter told the murderous 
Jews to "repent ••. and be converted," 
that their sins might be blotted out. In 
Acts xvii. 30, Paul "commanded all men 
everywhere to repent." And in John iii. 18, 
the beloved Apostle says, " he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he bath 
not believed in the name," &c. 

Here, sil', are my answers. They might 
be greatly increased, but these are sufficient. 
To my mind these fully justify Mr. Moody 
in his universal commant!s and invitations. 
There is no q ualilication w ha lever of charac
ter in them nor in theil' context. I am 
aware you will reply that men are spiritually 
dead and helpless, and thel'efore that invita
tions are unsuitable and futile. I answer 
again, I know it; but I have the promise 
that " 7'he dead shall lwar His voice, and 
they that hear shall live." Faith cometh 
by hearing-outward heal'ing as neceesary 
to inward hearing. You, sil', would allow us 
to warn the wicked, but yet you st1·ongly 
oppose inviting them. Really, sir, if you 
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do worn with e desire to bring to repentance 
and folth, :vo11 actually do the some thing as 
I; the difference is ouly in words and man
ner. If I nm denying the Spirit's work by 
Inviting, so yo11 are by warning. 'fhen do 
you not exhort Christians to do what, of 
themselves, they have no power to accom
plish 1 

Is it cn.•ier for a Christian to cast hi~ b11r
den upon the Lord than it is for a carnal 
man to repent and believe the Go-pel 1 l 
think not. And yet you will do the one and 
deny to me the right to do the other, If 
.you would charge me with denyin!!,' man's 
total depravity, and the necessity for re
generating grace, because I invite helpless 
sinners, should I not be equally consistent in 
•Charging yo11 with the same errors because 
you warn and invite those who are equally 
helpless 1 'fhe Holy Spirit i.• no more at 
your " beck aud call" in the one case than 
He is at mine in the other ; yet we botb de
.pend upon the sovereign exercise of His 
_power without whose aid we are both equally 
useless, and by wllose help we are equally 
successful iu our endeavours. 

Ab ! I think you will be 1•eady to exclaim, 
you don't IJelieva in election, predestination, 
.&c. But, sir, I do with all my heart and 
soul. I thank God sincerely for many pre
cious tokens of interest in that gracious 
covenant which is ordered in all things and 
.sure. I hold, and so does ,\lr, Moody, that 
all grace is of God, b11t also that ail sin is of 
man; an:d that it is a.sin to reject a gracious 
and an-sufficient Saviour; yea, that this 

·crowning sin desfrves the "sorer punish
.meat" (Heh. x. 29). 

You will atlmit that God blesses invitations 
to the anxious-to the labouring and heavy 
laden wil11 rest in Christ; and I as firmly 
believe that the same blessed Spirit converts 
·dead souls by tbe inviting word. Mr.James 
Wells, like thousands of others, was converted 
by the Wesleyan's liberal invitations, though 
he was se.t moi·e at liberty tllrough a sounder 
creed. Let us seek to evangelize as well as 
t? build up. Let us do as well as feed and 
-lie down. Doing is not neces.~arily 11 
deadly thing. "Be ye doers of the Word." 
Tell "all the words of this life," lovingly and 
·COU1·ageously, and God shall be honoured, 
the world benefited and the Ransomed 
·Church shall rejoice for ever and ever. 

Yours, GEORGE HEARSON, 
[We leave others to give Mr. Hearson a 

word 01· two presently.~E»]. 

WELLINGBOROUGH.-A friend says: 
-" I went on Tuesday, June 29 to hear 
Mr. 'fhomas Stringer, in Mr. L~e's new 
ch~pel, where . the veteran Gospel warrior 
deln·ered two d1sconrses with stron!!,' faith and 
deep. feeling." ["Ex-Member" thinks 
Wellmguorough is well provided with places 
~~ preacl~e~s; but there is a hard, cold, 
limued sp1r1t, and recent exhibitions of 
vehement excitement ha,•e produced an ill
savour. We c11nuotunswer "Ex-Member." 
What does he mean 1 'fhe Conse~ration is 
only hinted at. "State of Rnshden Baptists" 
;prove the necessity of sound Board of Appeal.] 

ROCHDALE NEW CHAPEL ON THE 
NEWBOLD HALL fal'fA'f.E. 

(O<m,tinned from p. 218.) 

At the close of the stone-laying it was 
found that the collection• and offerings 
amounted to near £150. We then adjourned 
to the Public Hall, where several hundreds 
were supplied with an excellent tea. Mini~
terial IJrethren R. Powell, James Hand, 
C. W. Banks, A. Pickles, W . .Stokes, and 
other~ were present. The choir opened the 
public meeting in sweet harmony. Prayer 
was offereJ, and Alderman JOHN 'fATHAM, 
E-q., as the chairman of the evening, 
delivered an addres.s, of which the following 
i~ the substance. Mr. 'fatham said:-

My dear fi~ends,-We have this day been 
engaged in a very plea,iant ceremony. We 
have, as you know, been laying memorial 
stones of new chapel and school, and we 
trust the work will proceed without accitlent, 
and at no distant period will be 1·eady for 
service being conducted in them. It just 
puts me in mind of a gentleman on the 
Manchester Exchange, on 'fuesdav last, 
telling me that a friend of his, who had been 
in China sixteen years, had been giving him 
a description of some ol the stone< in that 
country, one of which be said was 72 ft. long, 
12 ft. broad, 8 ft. deep. I said, " Whatever 
do they do with a stone of that magnitude? " 
" Well," he said, "they use such a one as 
that to bridge over a river. 'file stone is 
got from a quarry not far distant, antl con
veyed on roller!! to a raft upon the river. 
The raft, with the stone on it, is then floated 
to the desired place they wish to briJge 
over, and is placed so that the stone crosses 
the river; and when the river lowers the raft 
settles, and the stone descends ,mu rests upon 
the banks of the river, which then forms the 
bridge, and the people can pass from shore to 
shore." But 10-dav we have not been 
dealing with stones oi• so large a dimension 
as I have named. Yet we have been placing 
stones in a building which, when complete 
and ready for service, man:v may be enabled 
to cross Jordan's swelling f!oocl throu~h the 
instrumentality of a p,..,ached Gospel within 
its walls. It is very gratifying that we have 
m this country liloeral people who contribute 
towards the erection of chapels and schools 
for people to worship in, and chiltlren to be 
taug-ht. A few mouths ago I heard that a 
1·eport was in circulation, that a ccrtaiu person 
was going to build the chapel antl school 
himself, of which we have this <lay been laying 
the memorial stones. But I know that is 
not the case. I do i:ot despise a man builtling 
n chapel, church, or school. It shews a very 
liberal antl benevolent spit-it, and all houo_ur 
to such, who builtl place- with a true tlesire 
to benefit others. But I very much doubt 
whether it has so aood an effect upon the 
people as is de,irable in all places of worsh!P· 
For my own part I think a betteraud healthter 
state of' things exist, when e•~h a_ntl all take 
an interest and contribute their mite towards 
the erectio~ of' place< ofwor,;hip. \~hen the 
building of the rh~pel w~•- first _hmted. at 
by the friends, I advised waiung a little while, 
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knowing the gTeat responsibility and care 
there would he required in the expenditure 
of larg-e sums of money. I am not one of 
the ~ommittre, yet I shall not shirk re
sponsibility, hut ns.•ist in e,·el'y effort you put 
fo1·th to acromplish the object. The friends ' 
eventuall~· deciding to go on with the pro
ject, looked at many sites, and ultimately 
fix!'d upon tl1c g-round you l111veseen to-day. 
When I hou11:ht the land upon which the 
chapel and school are now being- erected, I 
lrnd not the least idea of such a place being 
built upon it. J boug·ht it with the express 
purpose to pre,·ent any one doing that which 
mig-ht be ol~ectionable to my own pl'emises. 
The friends <ietermined upon this site, and I 
iraw them the l1uildings the land contained, 
consistin!!" of tl1e old Newbold Hall outhouses, 
together with a number of dwellings, towards 
buildinir the chapel and school; and the 
re.suit is, as )'On know, and as many have 
intima:ed, you have an excellent site, a good 
architQct, and, as you have all seen, the place 
is progressing satisfactorily. The committee, 
I am sure. feel grateful to those kind friends 
who have joined in the efforts put forth this 
day, and irfad to see other ministers and 
people amongst them to-night. The friends 
who are connected with this place will still, 
as they already have done, assist in the good 
work, and make every effort, and contribute 
freely totrards the object; that the top- stone 
may he brought to the building at no distant 
period, and the subscriptions such as to 
enable the committee to meet all demands. 
I hope all will work together harmoniously, 
and that the blessing and guidance of a kind 
providence accompany every effort. I hold 
in my hand the particulars and dimensions 
of chapel and school, as Jriven by Mr. Potts, 
the architect, which give you a good idea of 
both, and will be read to you during the 
evening. 

(To ~• continued.) 

ALIE STREET.-" When I beard H. 
I thought any stranger must conclude (if 
such representations were correct) that 
Christians were the most miserable, if not 
the most wir·ked beings in this world. 
Between the big-letter preachers and the 
dark-erperienee talkers, I weep and ask, 
Where does Christ now cause His flock to 
rest at noon?" A modern writer says:
" Luther, who died in 1546, was spared 
from witnessine: the horrors of the strugJ!le 
known as the Schmalkaldic War, and which 
entled with the treaty of Passau. That war, 
with its dismal accompaniments and conse
quences, should ever occur in connection 
with that religion whose purpose is 'Glory 
to God and J!"OOd-will to men,' is a melan
cholv refleetion. Surely it is one of the 
most painful facts of human experience that 
the 'oppression ' of religious )lersecu tion 
'drives' evf'n 'wise men mad.'" fWhat 
with reliirious persecution, Satanic delusion, 
and heart deceivings, no one could endure; 
but that all-merciful truth, "Because I 
live, ye slrnll live also," is the source of 
Zion's continuani,e. Oh, for a Pentecostal 
shower to bring the Church together.J 

YOUNG MEN'S BIBLE MISSION, 
for the express purpose of bearing testimony 
to the truth of the Gospel in the homes and 
highways of the East of London. Our first 
meeting was holden in Speldhurst roar!, July 
4. Jt was a pleasnnt season· Mr. Samuel 
Banks gave an add,ress on the Labourers 
Standing Idle in the Market Place. Brethren 
Stanton, Joseph Jacquiery, C. W. Banks, 
and Richards, helped in the service. We 
have read those sacred declarations of our 
Lord in Matthew x. 32, and Luke ix. 26, 
with surprising and anxious suggestion. We 
have, for more than thirty years, been con
vinced that much of the weakness in our 
Churches has al'isen from a lukewarm in
difference touching the extension and free 
proclamation of the Gospel of the Gnce of 
God. We have sometimes endeavoured to 
resist the influence of those three dreadful 
Hemlock Trees, which "Gilead'' says covers 
the world : Indifference, Ignorance, and 
Hatred to the truth of God; but almost every 
man's hand has been against us. What has 
been the consequence? The youthful vigour 
in our Churches has been cauirht away by 
those who "mingle" truth with error (as
Daniel said they would mingle themselves 
with the seed of men); and this mingling, 
this holding truth in one band, and error in 
the other, has gathered up the weak ones of 
God's people and the strong ones of the 
world's' religion: multitudes have swarmed 
together; the gold and the silver has been 
poured into their laps; the printing press, 
the pulpit, and the platform have been engines 
of power in their hands ; to all appearances 
they prosper mightily, while we are only 
"faint," though as yet" pursuing." 

Three painful facts look us in the face: 
first, our fathers have all passed away ; se
condly, those who appeared to be coming up 
in their places, have either been cut down by 
death, or some evil bath befallen them .. On 
a special occasion we once met three young 
giants in what is now Mr. Styles'• Vestry; 
they were gifted, enterprising, and truthful 
ministers ; they proposed to establish II Co
operative Society for the publication and 
defence of God's Holy Gospel. T}1ey were 
soon scattered. We could name many young 
men we once thought would be pillars in 
Zion ; but, alas! they are Jost. Then, 
thirdly, what is the present state of our 
ministerial army? We write to condemn n<> 
one. We have, with Watts, been inwardly 
crying to heaven :.....;. 

"Pity the nations, 0 our God, 
Constrain the earth to come ; 

Send Thy victorious Word abroad, 
And bring tho strangers home. 

We long to sec Thy Churches full, 
That all the chosen race 

May with one voice, and heart, and soul, 
Sing Thy redeeming grace." 

It is that one ,•oice, with one heart and soub 
that we require ; and this will only flow 
from a special, 8pirilunl, and powerful reve
lation of the Son of Goel in the soul. We 
have been too much ashamed of Chl'ist and' 
of His words. We feel as if He was half 
ashamed of us now. II we repent not of our 
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cownrdly conduct, if we labour not to con
fess Christ and His Gospel with faith and 
love, nnd fervent prnyer, mny we not fear 
that the candlestick will be removed 1 

We hnve n few young men about us. We 
ask the Lord to send them out to tell the 
people the truth; that will be useful. We 
meet on Sunday afternoons in Speldhurst 
road, at three, for one hour. If our Lord will 
constmin our young men, who savingly know 
Christ for themselves, to go forth with the 
Gospel, we may hope good will be done. 

On Sunday afternoon, August 29, 1875, a 
special address to encourage godly and gifted 
young men to confess Christ and His 
Gospel, will (D.V.) be given in Speldhurst 
road chapel, near South Hackney Church, 
by Mr. F. Fountain,ofSharnbrook, at three. 
We earnestly invite all whose hearts the 
Lord has sliITed up to cc'lle forth on this 
occasion. Mr. Fountain is recognised and 
known as a man of much experience, know
ledge, and practice. We hope he will be 
supported by our friends Elsey, S. Banks, 
G. Tyler, E. P. Brown, Jacquiery, Fowler, 
Richards, and a host of others whose faith 
and hope are in the Lord alone, and who 
have a zeal tor His glory. 

READING.-PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, 
God has graciously appeared for us. Our 
schoolroom has been enlarged and chapel 
renovated ata costofabout£170, which sum 
is nearly all raised; we want about £30 to 
complete the amount. On Lord's-day, June 
27th, Mr. Edgerton baptized six young men, 
three of whom are teachers in our school; 
others are likely to come forward. We ex
pect to bnptize again. Our <'Ongregations 
are steadily increasing; our new schoolroom 
is filled with children; a week-night Bible 
class gathers the young men and women to
gether; the Church is liarmonious and happy, 
and we are filled with hope respecting the 
future, if God will but grant a gracious 
spiritual revival here, then His people will 
feel reworded tor long years of patient toil 
and prayer. Mr. Edgerton has just com
pleted the first year of his pastoral labours 
during which time sixteen have been added 
to u~, eleven by baptism, three by experience 
(having left the Qpen Communion Church), 
and two who were members originally. 
Brethren, pray for us. 

BIRMINGHAM.-MR. BANKs,-Some 
may be gl!ld to hear we have obtained a pince 
of worship, not tar from our old place in 
Porchester street. VI' e commenced wor
shipping here Lord's-day, June 27. Two 
e~cellent sermons were preached by Mr. 
Richard Bradbury, of Darlaston upon hrael 
being saved with no everlasting salvation, 
but never ashamed. All glory was ascribed 
t? our blessed Lord Jesus, and the sinner 
directed to Him, as the only Help in time of' 
need, The Word was blessed to the Jleople; 
services were well attended; the offerings 
augur well for our future wccess. Should 
there be any of our friends in the neighbour
hood of Aston, Lozells, or Hnndsworth, who 
have not yet met with a home in which to 

worship, we shall be glad to see them at No. 
71, Gerrerd street, Lozells. May our God 
bless this portion of His vineyard.-JOSEPH 
WHATMOUGH. 

"ALAS! FOR POOR MOUNT ZION!" 
MR. BANKS,-Ask Churches of truth 

who are without pastors, to beware of taking 
the first false step, as we at !\fount Zion have 
done toourgrief and sorrow. We are no longer 
one, but a divided fleck. Do you ask what 
was the cause? A scrambling of the names 
of ministers; viz., each member wa.~ at 
liberty to nominate any minister which had 
supplied for us, irrespective of the same 
being a settled pastor or no. This was our 
first false step; it has led us, as a Church 
into confusion and a dilemma; but, undef 
cover of this, the partisans of Mr. S. knew 
perfectly well what they were about. Three 
of our deacons were greatly opposed to the 
taking away a settled minister. Alas! alas! 
for poor Mount Zion. At the last election 
there were seventy-five positive neg-atives 
and twenty-five neutral opposed to Mr. S. 
becoming our pastor, yet, in the face of these 
things, he is invited tor another three months, 
and he has accepted the same. What can we 
say? Judge ye that love the right, 

AN ANTI, 
[All ministers, Churches, and peoples will 

certainly learn the truth ot that solemn word, 
" Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap." Three things are now almost 
universally affecting our Churches :-1. A 
number of naturally-gifted letter-preachers. 
2. The Sunday schools are filling the 
Churches with members inclined to orna
mental and half-and-half ministers. 3. The 
fathers and mothers in Israel cannot find 
the spiritually-powerful pastors they once 
enjoyed. There appears nothing before us 
but declensions, divisions, and a lack of the 
Spirit of Christ both in the pulpits and in 
the pews. Almost every God-sent minister 
has been the means of gathering his own 
flock, and building up his own cause. You 
cannot stick a young inexperienced pastor 
upon old experienced people ; they seldom 
hang together well. Let the young man 
come clean away. Let him commence a new 
cause in some locality where none can be 
found. Then, if God has sent him, He will 
bless him.-En.] 

JUBILEE OF THE CAUSE AT EDEN 
CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE. 

Fifty years have rolled away since a few 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ ( six in 
number, including the minister, the late 
J oho Foreman, and his wife) joined them
selves together to observe and maintain the 
ordinances and statutes of the Lord's house. 
This Church has had its waxings and its 
wanings; its days of prosperi~y and its days 
of adversity; but God has _signally b!essed 
this our Zion in preserving to1t a succe-:s1on of 
ministers who have held forth· the hght oi 
His truth untarnished and unsullied; and 
to the present d_ay those \\'l?rious ~-11 ths, as 
enunciated by its first m1n1Ster, shme forth 
from the pulpit. 
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It ,va• felt we ought not to pa"8 by in 
silen<'P the g-ooc!ness of our God toward us 
for half a centur~•. so on Thurs,!ay, June 
24, we held 11 _iubilee to commemorate the 
lovimrkinrlness of our God so specially mani
fested to ns. It was advertise,! that brother 
Collins, of G•·nn,lishnrl!', would preach in 
the morning. b11t illness prevented; brother 
Hill took his place. Betwem sixty and 
sevent,· sat rlo"·n to luncheon in the school
room.· In the afternoon brother Bradbury 
!!,'ave ns the Gospel as preached to ancient 
Israel in the wilderness by types 11nd shadows. 
A large compan~• sat down to tea provided 
hi' the loc!i,•s. In the e,·ening- brother An
derson clelh•ered a solemn discourse from 
Zech. xiii., " Awake, 0 sword," &c. It 
was a day of holy thanksgh-ing- and praise to 
our Goel; His presence was among-st us; it 
was a predonsjnhilee. JoSEl'H FAVELL, 

P.~.-Brother Hanger, who preached at 
Colchester for many years, has been laid 
aside hy illness eig·hteen months; but has 
now, h~· Didne mercy, recovererl, and is 
ready for "'ork. He is now at Cambridge, 
and sometimes takes our services. If you 
woulrl let the Churches know his position, 
he wonlrl .not long remain idle. Address, 
Mr. Hanger, Mr. Wilby's, Hope cottage, 
Newnham, Camb1idge. 

HIGH WYCOM l:IE. -Anniversary of 
opening- Zion chapel was held Tuesday, May 
11. Mr. C. Rlim preached good sermons. 
With united effort we collecteu £47, and had 
a favoured time. We were gratified in once 
more hearing our old friend and brother, 
Comelius ~Jim. When he was labouring at 
Wooburn Green, thirty-five years ago, he 
often came and preached for us Thursday 
evenings. Truly we had soul-refreshing 
seasons. He preached the glorious Gospel 
with savour and power. Those seasons are 
fresh in our memory, though many that 
enjoyed them are gone to be for ever with the 
Lord. May the Lord bless him more and 
more is the prayer of one who will never 
fore:et 01· cease to love him for Christ's sake. 
When his w01·k is doue on earth, may he 
hear bis Lord and Master say, "Well done, 
good and faithful servant; ent.er thou into 
tlie jov of thy Lord." Many will meet him 
on that happ~• shore, who will say with de
light, "Your labours, Cornelius, were not 
all in vain." There indeed we shall spend 
a long eternity iu wonder, Jove, and praise. 

R.C. 

HALLING, NEAR ROCHESTER.
Our anuiversary services were holden July 
11, 1875. T!Jree sermons were preached by 
C. VI'. Bank•- The weather was stormy and 
wet. We stand on the banks of the rivcr,as 
at the ends of the earth ; hut friends came to 
see and !Jelp us. Our Lord does bless us; 
we dwell in peace, and ho~e the Gospel of 
Christ will prosper even here. We have in 
Snodland a strong body of Spiritualists, 
Swedenhorgians, and zealous professors; but 
our Hailing- chapel is the only true Baptist 
chapel in this secluded spot. Of our neigh
bours we shall report presently. 

AGED PILGRIMS' ASYLUM 
HORN8EY RISE, N. ' 

The fourth anniversary was helil on Tues
day, July 6, on the beautiful p;rounds of this 
Asylum-the fine day bringing together a 
numerous company, who, during the inter
val of the meetings, enjoyed a stroll on the 
lawn, occnsionally changing words of greet
ing with friends met once more to encoumge 
each other and the Committee in this lnbour 
of love. In the nfternoon at 3o'clock, in the 
chapel, Mr: W. B. Carpenter, M.A., of St. 
James,' Holloway, delivered an address. Tea 
was provided under a spacious marquee, 
which was entirely occupied. Close by, 
under a smaller one, was a profuse collection 
of articles for sale, under the direction of 
Mrs. Whittaker, Mrs. Howe, and a number 
of ladies, for the benefit of the Benevolent 
Fund, and we believe a good sum resulted 
from these efforts. 

At 6.30 the public meeting commenced 
under the presidency of Wm. Morley, Esq., 
who, although previously knowing little of 
the institution, was soon at home with the 
Pilgrims' friends. Mr. A. Marshall, the 
treasurer, presented account of the pa•t 
year's finances, which was encouraging; 
dwelling particularly on the building opera
tions now going on, by which forty additional 
rooms will he added, thus inl'reasing the 
household at Hornsey from 80 to 120 Pil
grims. A large hall is also being erected for 
public meetings, &c. . 

This noble extension to the Asylum is• 
owing to a kind and l!'enerous friend of the 
Society, who will defray the entire cost 
of the whole. By reason of this addition to 
the building, the Rustentation Fund will 
need augmenting at least £200 per annum, 
to meet the increased expenditure in rates, 
gas, water, wages, repairs, &c.; and Mr. 
Marshall earnestly called upon the friends o{ 
the Asylum to aid by annual subscriptions 
this particular object. 

The meeting was then addressed by Mr. 
Frith, Dr. Wainwright, and the venerable J. 
G. Oncken, from Hamburg, S. K. Bland, 
also by Mr. Johnston, of Wimbledon. The 
proceeds of the day are devoted to the Susten
tation Fund, and the secretary, Mr. William 
J al'kson, will be glad to receive names of 
new subscribers, by letter addressed to the 
.Asylum. 

MARGATE NEW STRICT BAPTIST 
C.HAPEL.-We have received through a 
Margate paper authentic information of the 
new chapel which Mr. Samuel Jones has 
been the instrument of erecting in that 
beautiful watering-place-Margate. The 
paper says:-" A new chapel, to be called 
the Mount Ephraim Baptist Chapel, situated 
ia Thanet road, Victoria road, will !Jeopened 
for public seNice on August 15, by Mr. 
Hazelton, of London. 'l'he cost of this 
neat little building, when completed, will be 
about £250, which is being generously 
defrayed by a worthy member of the connec
tion, who has for some time past taken a deep 
interest in the establishment of this pince of 
worship in Margate, This, we believe, is 
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the first Strict Baptist cause which has been 
conducted in MRrgate for very many years. 
The new chapel is in an entirely new neigh
bourhood, and is in 11 centrnl position as to 
Cliftonville, the Fort, the Parade, and the 
High street, the building being situated in 
the rapidly ri•ing and improving district at 
the end of Addington street. a few minutes' 
walk from Ceril ~q uare. The pulpit is to be 
well supplied by London and country min
isters, and the friends from the London Strict 
Baptist Churches, on visiting M ~rgate, will 
have a resort of their own, which, we are 
informed, has not been known here for more 
than forty years." 

MASBOROUGH, SHEFFIELD.-Sun
day, June 27, was our Sunday school anni
versary. Owing to the kindness of Mr. J. 
Chislet, of London, who was on a visit to 
Masborough, we have been favoured to have 
a blessed day. It caused no little stir when 
it was announced that we were to have a 
London minister; all were expecting some
thing great-we were not di•nppointed. Mr. 
Cbislet preached two excellent sermons ; they 
were interesting and instructive. Mr. Chislet 
is not a rich man, but seems to be possessed 
of the same spirit as Peter and John, who 
said to the poor cripple, "Silver and gold we 
have none, but such as we have, give we unto 
you." The services were a decided success; 
chapel crowded ; our collections the best we 
ever had, amounting to £7 6s. 10d. The 
singing, under the leadership of our brother 
Maloney, elicited the commendation of all 
present. On Monday, after giving about a 
hundred children their tea, about the same 
number of friends sat down. Mr. Chi<let 
presi,ted over the meeting. Brethren Elam 
and Taylor spoke good words. Tile meeting 
closed with the doxology. The dear children's 
exercises and singing were excellent and 
pleasing. Any good ministers coming our 
way, we shall be grateful if they will come 
and see us. JOHN ROPER. 

THE BRIGHTOlf CHURCHES. 
The gentleman who favoured your readers 

with hi• lucubrations in relation to some of 
our Churches did not give his name. It 
would tend more to serve the interests of 
truth if editors would add the name of the 
writer, as more care might then be taken to 
ascertain facts before rushing into print. 

The writer referred to has instituted a 
comparison between the work of Mr. Atkin
son and Mr. · Balfern. Respecting Mr. 
Balfern it is said, " If' duty-faith teaching 
and the winsome manner of a very amiable 
and cultivated Chri.tian gentleman l'Ould 
bring the wan,lerer home, then we might 
surely expect this to be a most successful 
cause. But hard hearts are not b,oken for 
sin by smooth an,I gentle words, but by the 
f!!pirit of God. Talking faith is easy and 
Simple, but to live a lite of foith in God, iu 
sunshine and in stot·m, is a very ditferent 
matter indeed." We nre also told there is an 
absence of any "marked improvement in 
the_ general attendance." Wh11t I complain 
of JS that the writer of the article forgot to 

~ay that Mr. Atkinson inherited the labours 
of Mr. Sedgewick, to wliich he has arlded 
twenty years' labour of hi➔ own; while Mr. 
Balfern went in ill-health, ,it t.he si,licitation 
of the friends at 8ussex street, to keep the 
doors open ; that the place was nearl_y empty 
when he look it; and that he has occupied 
the pulpit but nine months, during which 
time the average attendance has i creased. 

I have yet to learn that hard words are 
more likely to break a sinner's heart than 
mild, and gentle, and loving ones. But be 
that as it may, I know from many y;ars' 
ptrsonal knowledge of Mr. Balf rn's work 
and writings, that he can, it need he, use 
the rough as well as the smooth stones from 
the brook. Mr. Balfern, moreover, neeils no 
one to tell him that true faith i• something 
more than talking, and "i~ the gift of Gorl." 
His ministry at 8u.•sex street has nor been 
unblessed, as some of his hearers can grate
fully testify. 

"Duty-faith,'' whatever that may he, 
may or may not be true, but it is certainly 
the duty of all Christians to speak the "·hole 
truth in love respecting the brethren-and 
impartially, too, without reference to verbal 
difference of creed. JUSTfTIA. 

[Asa wriler we esteem !\fr. Ba/fern and 
shall rejoice to know the Gospel, throu;h his 
ministry, hac;; become, instrumPntall_v, h the 
power of God"' to the salvation of many. 
We intensely pray that pro•peritv may 
attend every true servant of Christ . .-:'.En.] 

BOW. - Mount Zion Baptist chapel, 
Albert terrace. On June 13 we celebrated 
the seventh anniversary. Sperial sermons 
were preached by brethren Joseph Mavhew 
and W. Lodg-e. On Tues,ta:v, June 15, about 
eighty frjends took tea. 1\1 r. C. Wilson took 
the chair; ministe1fal brethren Lan!!ford, 
Lawrence, Pung, W. Webb, anrl Mayhew 
discour;ed freely. W. Lodge opened the 
meeting with prayer; C. W. Banks con
cluded by commending- us to the kind care 
of a gracious God. Throu11;h the business
like conduct, pointerl remarks, and g-enerosity 
of our ch,urman (Mr. Wilson), we rollected 
nearly £8 for our Building Fuud. We thank 
God, take courage, and pray the L"rrl to 
enable u• to build a new, commodious, and 
comfortable sanctuary to worship in. \Ve 
need it, for the nei!!hbourhood is densely 
populated and improving. 

THOMAS FOWLER. 

WILLEN HALL. 
GOMER BTREET.-Revivalism ! lo here! 

and lo there! are rampant through our long
favoured England. Profe,se<l angels of lig-ht 
are taking their flight through tile ,·ouutry, 
and are said to be convening the people by 
thousauds, carrying them to heaven ou the 
velvet wings ol musical seusalionali;m. We 
look on and say," What of all this"/" God 
still maintains His owu c•use. Now and 
then with joy we experience refl'eshiug sea
sons lrom the presence ot the Lord. ~ucb 
has been the case recently here, when inle
resting services were hel<l. Proceeiliug-s were 
prefaced ~y a good tea to the 8uuday school 
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teachers and friends, presided over by lllr. 
R. Turner, our minister. After tea a nice 
meetin!I: wns hel<l. Mr. T. Weston gn,•e out 
a hymn; G. Banks invoked the Divine 
blessing ; two addresses we1·e given by C. 
W. Banks and It. Howard. We then ad
journed to the Lecture hall, Literary in
st.itute, to listen to a lecture by C. \V. Banks. 
Wm. l'leeming, Esq., presided; prayer was 
offered hr Mr. R. Howard. 

Mr. Fierming snid he had great pleasure 
in introducinir his much-esteemed and long
known friend C. W. Banks to deliver bis 
lecture. The lecturer then directed us to a 
marvellou& scene of God's almighty grace 
and truth in triumphing over all error. It 
was true, affecting, and solemn. William 
rleeming, E•q., Jett tor home; the vacant 
·chair was occupied by brother J. Beddow. 
W. Gill moved a vote of thanks to the lec
turer, which was seconded in a Christian
like manner by 111r. P. Pea1-son, of Bradley. 
Man,, of us experienced the Lord's blessing 
in oii.r midst, and thanked God tor having 
brought our friend Banks amongst us. 

Then on the Wednesday evening the 
Editor of the " Earthen Vessel" gave us a 
lucid sermon from 1 John iv. 5, 6. It was 
a Scriptural description of the characters 
spoken of in the text ; and, by the unctuous 
anointing of the Holv Spirit, it found an 
ecbo in our souls. Thus passed away a 
series of services which, we hope, will be 
productive of much good in the name of Him 
who was once " a Man of sorrows and ac
'J.Uainted with grief," but now a risen and 
exalted Saviour at the right band of God. 

Willenhall. G. BANKS. 
I was rejoiced to bear that the Lord was 

with you on the Thursday, and caused one 
of the supposed foes to say, " If that is 
Vesselism, let us have some more ofit." The 
visit was greatly blessed to a dear friend, 
an ex-Ritualist. 

GOWER STREET.-"T-y-r" must be 
grieved indeed ; but perfect peace is not on 
earth nor in anv Church, at all times. 
Gow~r street has been a noble mansion for 
some of the best of men to preach in. We 
have therein wept tears of sorrow, realised 
the revi\'ings of hope, and waited for mercy. 
Under dear Gadsby and Warburton we have 
folt the two-edged sword. That class of men 
are gone. The present supplies do the best 
they can; but is not this supply system a 
wrong one? 

TROWBRIDGE. - In this noted old 
Baptist town, where the venerable John 
Warburton preached an experimental and 
providential salvation for so many years, 
and where Mr. Barnes has ministered during 
a long career of prosperity-in this woollen
factory our large Bethesda still echoes with 
many' voices the medium tones of Gospel 
grace and mercy · and in June last our 
esteemed brother J~hn Hunt Lynn baplized 
seven Lelievers, who have honestly conlessed 
their faith in the Lord Jesus. 

POOR PARSONS AND THE REMEDY. 
MR. EDITOR,-Wc live In a day ofgre11t 

complaints about the low state of the minis
try. Go where you may you nre sure to 
hear nbout poor j>n1·sons. I do not sny there 
is no cause tor t 1is; but I must think the 
fault is not all on the parson's shle; for I 
think it a bad sign when people are nl ways 
saying their servants are bad. Now let the 
poor parson speak-for prisoners nre allowed 
to defend themselves-Can it be expected that 
the ministry will be much esteemed by 
Churches and people when they have no 
heart to pay a man for his labours. Fancy 
people in good circumstances giving about 
twopence a-week for the ministry, and I do 
know some that don't give thnt. The friends 
of the Churehes-namely, the deacons-seem 
to think it to be their duty to get the people 
as cheap a ministry as possible, instead of 
getting all the money they can for the min
ister ; and their idea is that if n minister gets 
from twelve to twenty shillings a-week be is 
as well off as a little king. 

Remember we live in a day when Churches 
live upon the supply system, which, perhaps, 
in some cases, is unavoidable; but in too 
many cases I am sure that it is because they 
can get supplies cheaper. Say you, How do 
you know? I answer, because the deacons 
have told me so. But the fact is, they ought 
to pay more for supplies, because of railway 
and other expenses, with wear and tear of 
clothes. I am not speaking of small causes, 
where they have not above fifty subscribers, 
but of good causes: say from two to three 
bundren people. Such numbers can well 
afford to keep a man without hurting them
selves. Only let each person give every 
week as God bath prospered them, and I am 
sure there would be no lack. The system 
of paying a man less because be is only a 
supply is fearful. 

I have known cases where Churches or 
their deacons have taken advantage of a man 
being poor, and so not give him so much as 
the same people do a man that bas more of 
this world's goods. Oh! say they, this poof 
man will be glad of a tlifle, but he greatly 
needs them to give him more. Such persons 
never ought to be in office in the Church of 
God. But these are the men to find fault 
with the ministry. Need we wonder that 
the Churches are in such an unsettled state? 
If some ministers trouble the Churches a 
little, such deacons and such Churches add 
m~b to the confusion. 

. A POOR SUFFERER. 

SHARNBH.OOK, July 1, 1875.-Apretty 
little Bedfordshire village on the M. R., with 
a church, ,1 course, and two Baptist chapels; 
one they c di "the top meeting," the other 
the "bottom," or "lower meeting." The 
latter is an ornament to the pince; its ex
terior, interior, front court, graveyard, and 
all its surroundings, present a scene of pro
priety, gravity, and usefulness. It is seldom 
c1·owded; but the pastor is comfortably 
seated, perhaps ..ettled for life. 1'be ~p 
meeting is of a more ancient character; with 
three galleries and seats in all directions, it 
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holds o fair number. We believe the life and 
the love of truth is there, Our ministerial 
and Christian brother, Mr. F. Fountain, rend 
the hymns for us Inst evening, gave kind 
home-welcome for the night; and now, after 
six days' travelling nod preaching, home is 
sought. Thither may God bring us; His 
blessing may we know, Amen. 

WILLENHALL.-Lord's-day, June 13, 
we celebrated the twelfth anniversary of our 
Gomer street Sabbath school. We had our 
beloved friend, Mr. S. Cozens, from Australia, 
our former pastor when we were at Little 
London. He preached to us in his homely 
yet able manner ; bis words were very im
pressive, nnd will be long remembered. It 
was pleasant to Hee many old friends from 
surrounding Churches come to welcome our 
,friend to bis old sphere, where the Lord did 
so bless bis labours. We believe the Lord 
has kept him and brought him back to us, 
.and will yet make him o blel!sing to many. 
Our brother Snow, of the Coppice, Coseley, 
preached in the afternoon. We bad good 
-congregations, and the collections amounted 
to .£16 4s. 6~rl., for which we are truly grate
ful. The children sang several beautiful 
,hymns. It was truly a happy day. 

JABEZ BEDDOW, 

A GREAT LOSS. 
CAMDEN TOWN.-Mr. Charles Brazeley 

-departed this life on Wednesday morning, 
. June 30, at two o'clock. He was not un
·well for more than ten days. He attended 
the prayer meeting ou Wednesday, 23, when 
,it was quite noticeable that there was some
thing wrong with him. Being very queer 
-on the following Sunday morning, his wife 
-desired him to remain at home, but he said, 
"Please don't prevent me to-day, as it may 
be the last opportunity I shall have." Mr. 
·Gander took for bis text, Psalm lxxxvii. 1 ; be 
·seemed greatly to enjoy it, and said, " If 
there are such blessings in reservation for us, 
and as I have to die and possess them some 
time, why not now? " This was all the 
·dfi~g testi"!ony be bad an opportunity of 
gmng. ThJS was his last appearance at the 
•house of God. 

r:or some considerable time past he was 
subJect to asthma, and just previous to his 
!as~ attack he was working in a very bad 
·dram, and so it is believed he imbibed poison 
into bis syste!D, ~or he smelt badly. A blood 
vessel broke m his bead some time · on Tues
day, and this, combined with the rest it is 
supposed, took him out of the world.' His 
funeral took place on Monday July 5-at 
the house at half-past twelve, at the chapel 
-at half-past one, where the hymn was sung : 

" Why do we mourn departed friends?" 
Mr. Gnnde1· read 2 Cor. v. and prayed. The 
dep!'1·ted'~ remains were then conveyed to 
their restmg-place nt Finchley. His pastor 
(Mr. G.) gave a brief ndrl1-ess from Rev. ii. 
17; a suitable hymn was sung, nud prayer 
oft'e~ed by ~- Belldow. The funeral pro
cession consJSted of a hearse, two mou1·ning 
coache1, and ten cabs. 

The deceased was largely known and re
spected by all who knew him, and loved by 
those who were intimately acquainted with 
him. For twenty-three years he wa.s super
intendent of the Sunday school, and for 
many years deacon also of the Church ; and 
such wa, the affection which the children 
and the larger ones in the school had for him 
that many of them were deeply affected even 
to tears. About 200 people assembled in the 
chapel, and quite eighty friends were at the 
grave. Mr. G. Webb was at the burying
ground. Deceased's age was fifty-one. He 
leaves several children, the most of whom 
are walking in wisdom's ways. W. B. 

MA YFORD.-BAPTIST CHAPEL. An 
appeal is made to Christian friends on behalf 
of this cause. For many years the one Gos
pel, salvation throu~h Christ, has been faith
fully proclaimed. The people are unable to 
meet pecuniary needs. The incidental ex
penses are ministers' railway fare and for 
repairing, &c. The brethren Hazelton, 
Hetherington, and Kern, with many others 
have kindly preached on special occasions. 
£;3 or £4 are now needed to meet present 
demands and to re-paint, &c. Subscriptions 
will be received by C. W. Banks, 9, Banbury 
road, South Hackney, London; lir. E. P. 
Brown, 70, Geneva road, East Brixton, 
London; and the deacon, Mr. C. Cobbett, 
Mayforrl chapel, Woking, Surrey. All help 
received will be acknowledged in "Earthen 
Vessel." E. P. BROWN . 

W ALTHAMSTOW contains about 
14,000 inhabitants, and is greatly increasing. 
A want has long been felt that a chapel 
should be bull t in which the members of the 
Baptist connexion could meet for the wor
ship of Gori, there being no chapel of this 
connexion within four miles. A piece of 
land has been offered ; a sum of £600 would 
be required; friends have come forward with 
liberal donations; we have secured the land; 
before commencing we desire to be assured 
of being able to complete the undertaking. 
Donations thankfully received by the honor
ary secretary to the Building Fund, Mr. E. 
Smith, Denham house, Beulah road, Wal
thamstow; also by Mr. W. M. Haydon, 80, 
Fonthill road, Holloway, N.; and J)Jr. E. 
Lancaster, 27, Rockingham street, N ewing
ton causeway, London, 

TWO WATERS.-The Church at Salem 
held its anniversary July 5. Our brother 
Thomas Stringer confirmed the souls of the 
disciples as the Lord's minister in the Gospel. 
We are weakened by death, affli<'tious, aud 
trials; but still we love and labour to defend 
the Gospel of our God and Saviour; and all 
om· brethren who come to us in Jesus' name 
are faithful witnesses and earnest workers. 

SW A VESEY CA~IBS, - Anniversary 
se1·vices were held July 6th. Mr. W. Crow
ther preached, moruinA·andevening, sermons 
full of precious, solid Gospel truth. In the 
afternoon a meeting was held, at which Mr. 
Crowther presided, BIid addresaes were given 
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by Brethl'<'n E. FormRn, G. HollRnd, and S. 
Willis, On the Nnme of Christ. A IRrp;e 
larp;e company took tea. The conp:i't'gations 
were lnrire in the evening. The services 
(finanriall~·) were sucre""ful. The chnpel 
debt of' £90 nearly cleRred o:ff; we expect the 
whole sum will be shortlv obtained. The 
anc-ien I promise was verified " M v doctrine 
shall drop ns the rain, My speech shall distil 
as the dew, as the smnll rain upon the teniler 
herb, nnd as sho,.·ers upon the grass." We 
thnnk God and take courage. 

BAPTTST CHl:RCH&S IN MID-KENT.-Dear Sir. 
-Reorling in·• Ee.rt.hen Vessel"' Mr. R: Banks's 
remark:~ at your lll<'eting. respecting the de
pn..rt.urr of many of the ministe.rs of the Gospel, 
the ne,me of Mr. Shirly caused my thoughts to 
revert back to the days of my boyhood, when 
there appeared a much more sP.tt.led state of 
things br>twee.n ministf'rs and Churches in Mid
Kent and on the borders of Sussex. The fol
lowing ministers and Churches then stood 
connect.Pd for many yP&rs:-Mr.Nevil.of Sutton; 
Mr. Shirly. of Sevenoa.ks: Mr. Pope. of Meophe,m; 
Mr. Crowhurst. of Ha.dlow; Mr. Cue!, of Tunbridge 
Wells (Hanover); Mr Jones, of Wadhurst: Mr. 
Crouch. of Wadburst: Messrs.BayandGladwish, 
of Matfleld and Lamberhurst (conjointly) ; and 
Mr. Burch. of Staplehurst. All these have passed 
away. except- Mr. Bay and Mr. Jones, 11,nd they 
are g,tr.ing old, especially Mr. Bay, who is in 
his 76th year. Be continues at Lamberhurst, 
11,nd occasionally preaches a.t Ma.tfl.eld, Crow
borough. and Forest Row. Then, at that time 
(my boyhood). the annh-ersary sermons (or the 
cbif'fe:-t of tbPm) were prPached by Messrs. 
Abrahams, C. W. Banks, Dickerson. Foreman, 
Irons, MilnPr, Wells, &c. These are all gone, 
except Mr. Dickerson and yourself, Vi'ho I pray 
may he spared many years to carry on the work 
allottPd to you, viz., the Editorship of the 
'"EartbPn Vessel:' I believe the m!tjority of 
the above mhisters remained in the same sphere 
of labour till their death, or as long as they 
conld labour. Now, sir, compare those times 
wi tb the present. and see the contrast: the 
ministers now do not stay as many months as 
they did years then : now e.11 seems discord, 
dhision. and confusion. A few words from your 
able pen may. perhaps, throw a little light on 
this (at prrsent) d&rk subject-A READKR OF 
THE •·E. V." [W'ecouldsa.ymucbhere;hutwe 
wait till next month] 

A SPJRITt::r.AL BLESSJNG.- A correspondent, 
writing us from Lincoln, concludes his loving 
note in the following original terms :-"And. 
:finally. may the Shield of Abraham protect you. 
tbe Ear of Isaac attend you, J acob's condescend
ing Wrestler permit you to prevail with Him, 
Moses· Prophet instruct yon, Josbua·s Captain 
:fight your battles. Ma.y your feet be esta.blishcd 
on Da,1--l's Rock• may you be ravished with the 
JovP of Solomon·s Beloved: may Isaiah's Coun
sellor plead your ce.ui:;e, J eremiab s Prince sway 
Eis pPaceful SCP.pt.re within you, Ezekiel'e Shep
herd feed you. De,niel's Micb&el eta.nd up for yon 
in the latter day; 11,nd at la.et may the Sun of 
Higbt.Pousness arise, with hPalings in HiR wings, 
npon you. and lastly prrsent you faultless before 
His Fath~r·s presence with exceeding joy, is the 
desir, of one of the despised for His Ne,me•s 
ea11.e." 

MH.. 'I'BOMAB STRTNGER, on the recent Revival 
efforts, says: -Doubtless there have been in• 
numerable conversions to creed. to opinions, to 
tenets, to views, to systems, and to men; but 
none to God. Alas! for such converts and con
veraions in a dying hour, a.nd at the d&y of 

jndgment ! 0 England I Engl1tnd I apoatltto· 
England I where art thou drlrtlng unto? To 
Rome and to ruin? The true Church or Christ, 
I -we_ll know, is ee,fe for ever and ever; hut her 
priv1_leges with the libertie• of the no.tlon o.re In 
1mnnnentda.11ger,and n<'ithor humo.n noro.ngelic 
powcl', or both combined, o.part from the omni
potent arm of God, can stop thy progress. O 
England, or work thy deliverance. As to the 
Americans, why these men treat with dlsde,fn 
and contempt the absolute sovereignty of God 
the finished work of Christ and the work oi 
the holy Spirit in the heart or a sinner. All
all-all-dead or 11,Jive-ca.n come-may come-
should come-ought to come-and Christ will 
be obliged to them for coming. He will be sorry 
and eternally dise,ppointed, if they will not 
come. It seems to these men that God does 
not save sinners fe.st enough; therefore, they 
ha.ve come to England to help Him. Bewa.ret 
beware! When they return they will leave 
shoals of lorme,iists behind them. A rock de:fles 
the storm. God's truth is a.n invincible rock. 
Presently the storm of popular excitement wiU 
a.hate; the TRUTH will reta.in its substa.ntial 
position, unhurt, uninjured: e.ud unmoved. With 
Dr. Watts we will sing with heart and soul,-

" Firm a.s a rock Thy truth shall stand. 
When rolling years shall cease to move.'' 

T. STRINGER. 
THE P0PU'.LAR SIDE OF THE QUESTION -

u They went out from us, but they were not· ot 
us; for if they had been of us. they would no 
doubt he,ve continued with us: but they went 
out, that they might be made manifest that they 
were not 11,ll of us" (l John ii. 19). Is it possible 
that the Church, to which the late John Stevens 
so long and so ably ministered, has seen it ex
pedient to change her views of Church order· 
from ·· Strict" to u Open Communion"? If so 
how ala.rming ! Such a course of procedurJ 
ste,mps a fe,Jsehood upon the face of a.II former 
order; for if the latter system he according to 
the Gospel. then the former is wrong. 'l he cause 
of such an alteration is surely not from the Lord; 
He never teaches error. I hesitate not in saying 
that a.II such changes originate from the blind
ness of the human mind to the great truths of. 
the Bible. If this sad movement is the fruit or· 
preaching up·· human responsibility," then how 
will those that propagate such errors sta.nd in 
the great d&y of e.ccount? ,; 'J'o the la.w and to
the testimony: if they speak not according to 
this word, it is because there is no light in 
them ,. {Isaiah viii. 2 0). HYPER. 

w EST OF ENGLAND.-Ps.inful a.re the reporta
of the floods, especially in Forest of Dean and 
Lydney. Is the che,pel and John Thomas sale? 
We shall he thankful to know they are still 
preserved. 

THK LORD IS STILL ADDING.-From authentl
ca.ted reports we may safely 11,nnounce that 
during the ls.et two or three months from ten to
:flfteen hundred persons h11,ve been baptized in 
England. • This, by no me&ns, indica.tes a 
declension or faith in the one visible sign of our 
obedience to Christ. 

On July 20, the wife of Sam11e!Ba.nks (youngest 
son or the Editor of the " Earthen Vessel'"), or a 
d&ughter. 

!)tafg. 
On July 7, at 2, High street, Merton, London, 

S.W., 11,fter a. long e,nd distressing Illness, borne 
with Christian fortitude, Mr. William Stamp,· In 
bis 68th year. For many years member of 
: Providence" Pa.rtlcular Baptist chapel, Tooting 
grove. 



igt irut a:nh tgt jnlst; 
OR, 

THE CHURCH OF THE WORLD AND THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, 
IN THE CLOSING DAYS OF CHRISTENDOM, 

AS PREDIOTED IN THE TEAOHINGS OF OUR LORD AND HI8 APOSTLES. 

WE pointed out in our last article what, according to the teachings 
and Parables of our Lord in Matt. xiii., would be the constant 

and steady progress of error and heresy in the professing Church, from 
the days of our Lord to the winding up of the age or the present 
dispensation, that the leaven, i.e., sour dough, which the woman (the 
ecclesiastical system, called the " Church") took and hid in three 
measures of meal, was to continue to work till the whole was leavened, 
i.e., the Gospel entirely corrupted and vitiated by false teachings and 
teachers; that the drag-net cast into the sea of human life, gathering 
bad and good, represents that indiscriminate enclosure which is so 
eminently characteristic of the present age; an attempt to form one 
vast ecclesiastical system, which shall comprehend all creeds and parties, 
from the cold negations of Socinianism to the fervid foolery of Ritualism. 
But events are accelerated as the catastrophe approaches; as a stone 
rolled down from a mountain-top gathers additional force and impetus 
as it nears the bottom. 

So while indiscriminate enclosure has characterised the " kingdom 
of the heavens " from the days of the apostles onwards, it has never 
stood out so prominently, nor been sought after so eagerly as in the 
present age. Who among the clergy of the Establishment would, fifty 
years ago, have thought of proposing a union between the Churches of 
Rome and England? and of both with the Greek Church? Yet now 
there exists a largely ramified society, composed chiefly of clergymen of 
the Establishment, for this purpose, and it is gathering strength every 
year. What is the basis of this but the acknowledged identity of the 
three systems! And while on the one hand Ritualism is stretching out 
its ha~d to Rome, the Broad Church party is doing the same toward 
the Dissenters: and among the Dissenting ministers themselves it has 
beco~ fashionable to decry dogma, i.e., doctrine, and to sink, as far as 
po_ss_ible, llJ.l phe distinctive teachings of the Gospel, while Christian 
mimsters write books in praise of Thomas Carlyle, the Atheist, and 
"Christian Worlds" glorify John Stuart Mill, the rejecter and despiser 
of ~evelation. * This may be a large-hearted '' Christian"(?) charity, 
which gathers to its embrace Socinian, Deist and Atheist; but it is a 
charity which, in the very nature of the case, most diligently excludes 
t~e Lord Jesus Christ; a charity which flaunts its pretensions to the 
title of" Christian," by fraternizing with those who deny the Godhead, 
and reject the sway of the Redeemer. 

--- - ----

* Almost the last words of one of the most popular of Presbyterian ministers in 
Sc?tland, who died less than two years since, was an earnest hope that Scotland wm1ld 
raise a monument to the memory of John siuart Mill. 
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Now the question is, Is this process of deterioration to continue, 
go on and deepen up to the close of the present dispensation, that is, 
till Christ comes? or is the close of the dispensation to be characterised 
by a wide diffusion of the Gospel and large accessions from all parts 
of the world to the kingdom of Christ? , 

This question we now proceed to answer, basing our remarks, in the 
first place, on the teaching of Christ and His apostles, and, secondly, 
on the analogies suggested by the records of the Old Testament. In 
our last article we dealt with the Parables of Matt. xiii., and sought to 
show their reference to the present day. We now refer the reader, in 
the first place, to Mark fr. 26-29 :-" And He said, So is the kingdom 
of God, as if a man should cast seed into the gTound ; and should sleep, 
and rise night and day, and the seed should spring and grow up, he 
knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth forth frnit of herself; first 
the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. But when 
the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because 
the haHest is come." This Parable in Mark takes the place of the 
Parable of the Tares in Matthew ; but nothing is said here about the 
evil, i.e., the tares, because the Parable is not intended to teach us any
thing about the governmental relations of God to the world, or the 
professing Church, or the first judgment upon Christendom ( £.e., send
ing His angels to gather out the tares to burn them); but is simply 
intended to describe the condition of the true, invisible Church of Christ 
down ta the harvest-time, i.e., the winding-up of the age. 

And now let us enquire what is the similitude the Lord uses to 
represent His real linng Church through all these ages? Is it a lofty 
and stately tree, in which creatures find lodgrnent, food, and shelter? 
Ko. Such is the similitude used by Hirn in Matt. xiii. to describe the 
false-the Church of the world-something proudly flourishing, im
posing to the eye, palpable, potent, manifest, developing itself into a 
gigantic growth, and, by its colossal proportions, far-reaching branches, 
and all-embracing shade, inviting, nay, commanding, attention and 
admiration. Such is the similitude used by the Holy Spirit in the 
Book of Daniel (iv. 11, 12) to represent the domination of secular 
Gentile power. 

But in the Parable before us the figure used is lowly and unpre
tending-a humble, unobtrusive, agricultural operation. A sower going 
forth to sow his field, and when the operation is finished and the seed 
sown, he is seen returning to his lwme; but, when the harvest is ripe, 
appearing again with bis attendant reapers to gather in the fruit. Now 
the sowing-time was in the days of Christ and His a'l!ostles. T~ere 
has been no sowing-time since. There has been and 1s a developing, 
growing time. We can make no additwns to the seed sown by Christ 
and His apostles " The seed is the Word;" " Th~ seed are the children 
of the kingdom." Now it is certain we can ne1the~ add to the. Word 
nor to the number of the children, but we may be mstruments m the 
Lord's hands of "developing" both. 

I. Growth is an occult, hidden process, which the eye of man does not 
see. Such is the kingdom of God-hidden, secret, silent, without pomp, 
without parade, without noi_se or sho"VI'.; no s~nsatio~al excite~ent, no 
thrilling appE:als to the emot10nal-all 1s earned on m the maJesty of 
silence. Whoever heard the flowers grow or the se~d germinate? The 
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world does not see the work that God is doing, from the apostles' days 
right down to the present time. There i's no VISIBLE action of God 
taking place throughout the whole growing period. 

In the sowing time you see the farmer at work in his field, but when 
the operation of sowing is finished, you see him leave the field and shut 
the gate behind him. But you do not see him there during the growing 
time, i.e., there is no visible action of Christ during all this period, but 
when the harvest is ripe, He appears once more upon the scene, and 
gathers in the fruit. So when our Lord ascended, and the apostles 
died, the gate of the field was shut; silently and unobtrusively the king
dom of God has been developing in human hearts since then beneath the 
fertilising grace of His Spirit; but not till the harvest time, i.e., the end 
of the age, does Christ Himself re-appear. In the next verses of the 
chapter, our Lord recurs again to the figure of a tree, to represent the 
ostensible Church, i.e., that ecclesiastical system which the world calls 
the " Church." Such then are the different similitudes used by the Lord 
to represent the true and the false-the Church of the world, and the 
Church of Christ. The work that the one is doing is patent, noisy, 
showy; the other is silent and secret, attracting neither the praise nor 
the observation of men, for the "kingdom of God cometh not with ob
.servation." 

In the Revelation, the beast, that is the secular power, and the 
woman, that is the apostate Church, are seen standing out -in magn-i
ficence and glory, just as the hour of their doom approaches (v-ide 13th 
and 14th chapters of Revelation). 

And what do we see at the present day, but that great ecclesiastical 
.system, called the " Church," in its various sections and denominations, 
advancing with giant strides, and with persistent effort to incorporate 
the world with the Church. It has been God's declared purpose 
.throughout to gather out of the. world a people for Himself. It bas been, 
and is, man's object to incorporate the world with the Church. 

Paul, when writing to Timothy, points out the characteristic features 
of the closing ages of the dispensation as perilous in the extreme. 
Men are to be pleasure lovers, money lovers, self lovers, heady high
minded ; from such, he says, turn away. The phrase that he uses is in 
~he original very graphic and strong: " Hard times shall sweep down:" 
It expresses the certainty of the thing, the fixed purpose of God. 

Peter speaks of the last days as characterised by daring infidelity, 
sa,ying, " Where is the promise of His coming? " The "Spectator," the 
orga:n of_ the Broad Church party, said some time since in one of its 
leading articles, " of course no one now believes in the Second Advent.'' 
And this from a professedly semi-religious newspaper, to say nothing of 
,the blatant infidelity of such men as Professors Huxley, Tyndal, Darwin, 
.and Clifford .. 

Jude speaks with equal distinctness as to the prevailing features of 
the last days, of many terrible corruptions, and of a general apostacy 
from the faith • 

...__,And our Lord Himself puts the question, When t~e Son ot m~ 
cometh, shall He find the faith on the earth, and implymg that It will 
be almost extinct, especially faith in ms coming. . 

But which of tlte apostles ever intimates that the closi1ig days of Cliristen
dom, the " last days," will be characterised by a general diffusion of the 
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Gospel and large acce.ss1ons fo the Church of Christ? Not one. The 
secular system, and the ecclesiastical system, the apostacy, the worldly 
Church, is to adrnnce in growth and grandeur as the hour of her doom 
approaches. But the true will be feeble, scattered, broken. To our brethren 
in Christ Jesus we say, let there be no vain expectations, no delusive 
hopes, no high anticipations of great increase and prosperity in the 
Churches of truth ; but rather expect to see their numbers grow less, their 
faith less clear, and their love less fervent, "Because iniquity will abound, 
the lo"e of the many will wax cold." If you adhere to the truth as it is 
in Jesus, expect to be reckoned more than ever the o:ffscouring of all 
things.* "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be when the Son of 
Man cometh." How was it in the days of Noah? 

Was the Church of God large, numerous and prosperous, filling the 
world with fruit ? No. In the close of that dispensation one family only 
was found faithful. But it may be asked, is not this thought likely to 
weaken our hands in the preaching of the Gospel? did a similar condi
tion of things prevent Noah preaching for one hundred and twenty years ? 
No. Our work is to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ, the Gospel 
of the grace of God, while we have life and power to do so, leaving results 
with Him. It is in the Laodicean Church State that Christ comes; when the 
professing Church, proud and self-sufficient, is saying, "I am rich, and have 
become wealthy, t and have need of nothing," and knows not that of all 
others she is the wretched one, and the pitiable one, and poor and blind 
and naked. It is when the ecclesiastical system is in this condition of 
pride and self-sufficiency that Christ says, Behold I stand at the door: 
(Behold I come" suddenly;" not quickly). So we may expect to see the 
evil strengthening itself from day to day, for there is no promise th!j,t the 
true Church of Christ shall recover her strength and magnificence before 
the Lord comes. Man's ecclesiastical system will gTow in pomp and 
importance till it passes suddenly from its magnificence to its judgment 
and its doom ; while the poor, weak, feeble Church of Christ will pass 
from its ruins to its glory. Egypt was in its splendour, and Israel in 
bondage and poverty, when the Lord came down to deliver them. Bel
shazzar was in bis glory, and insulting the down-trodden people of God 
in the very night that his kingdom was destroyed and the people of God 
delivered. 

When Jesus was born it was not His professed people, i.e., the nation, 
that welcomed His advent; when the "Hope of Israel" lay in a manger· 
at Bethlehem, it was here and there a solitary saint, like Simeon and 
Anna, that waited for His coming. Jerusalem, that city of devout 
Pharisees and religious observances, knew Him not. It was a prophetic 
picture; so will it be when the Son of Man cometh again: here and 
there, there will be a solitary watcher, looking for His coming, and 
rejoicing in His advent; but the professing Church will neither expect 
nor desire Him. There is a remarkable formula with which each of the 
Epistles to the Se,:en Churches closes; a for~ula, ~h~ full and solemn 
significance of which we have never seen noticed: 1t 1s, "He that bath 

* Even Mr. Spurgeon, in his book on "Preacber_s ~nd Preaching," goes out _of his 
way to say scornful things of those Churches and m1msters wh? ~old the dootrmes, o_f 
grace, while he has no word of rebuke for those of the .Armm1an school. But t-is 
easy to swim with the tide, and pleasant are the cheers of a crowd, 

t 8ee Dean .Alford's Translation. 
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-ears to hear, let him hear." The Epistles are each of them addressed 
to the Church collectively, i.e., the Church of Ephesus, Smyrna, &c.; 
but they each end with this distinctive address to the individual 
believers in the Church. What does it mean ? That the Church in its 
collective character had lost its spirituality, its pirit ual life, and its 
spiritual hearing; but that there were individual members in the several 
Churches who could yet receive and understand the Spirit's message: 
And from that day down to the present this has been the exact condition 
of things in the professing Church of Christ ; scattered individual.~ 
among all sects and parties who have received, in the love of it, the 
Gospel of the grace of God. Strictly and accurately speaking, there 
has been no collective and visible Church of Christ on earth since the days 
-of the apostles, nor is there at ihe present time. There are numerous 
communities of Christians, meeting together in Christian union and 
communion; but we say again that there has been no collective visible 
Church of Christ on earth since the apostles died. This statement is 
susceptible of easy proof. In the days of the apostles the several Churches 
were accredited with miraculous power, and striking manifestations of the 
Ho'fly Spirit's presence in miraculous gifts and special grace. 

Now when the Spirit sent an Epistle, i.e., a letter, to the Church of 
Christ jn Ephesus, Thessalonica, Smyrna, &c., and it reached the city or 
town in which the Church was, could there have been any doubt as to 
whom or to what Church it was sent? to what "angel," or minister, or 
who had the right to open ·it, to break the seal, and to appropriate its 
,contents? None whatever. Whether the members of the Church met 
in one building or in twenty (as their numbers might require), the 
.spiritual credentials of the Church, both in gifts and graces, would 
have been so palpable, that no dispute could have arisen over the 
rightful possession of the document, or in relation to the person or 
persons to whom it was addressed. 

But suppose that now-a-days an Epistle was sent addressed to the 
Church of Christ in Southwark or in HacknAy, where woitld it have to 
~e delivered? What "Church" could rightfully appropriate it or take it 
ID ? C. W. Banks, Mr. Vaughan, or Mr Myerson, the Catholic Priest or 
the Church of England clergyman? If sent to Southwark, Mr. Spurgeon 
would undoubtedly lay claim to it, while the Surrey Tabernacle people 
would insist it was for them, and Thomas Stringer be equally positive 
that it was for him, while Hugh Allen would marvel that they could have 
~oubted for a moment that it was intended for him, and the Romanists 
m St. George's Road would insist that it could belong only to them . 

. Thus there would be a most unseemly squabble over the supposed 
Epistle-a squabble which would have been impossible in the days of 
the apostles, because then the Church of Christ was furnished with 
credentials that could not be disputed. But where is there such a 
Church of Christ now ? It is not to be found on earth. It is the 

,individual believer, the solitary saint; the world's Church is composed 
?f' tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands, nay, millions; but it 

• 1s the individual believer in the midst of this motley multitude to whom 
the Holy Ghost addresses the solemn exhortation-" He that bath ears 
to hear, let him hear;" "Behold, I come suddenly." We say again, 
the splendid is the false, and she will pass from her splendour to her 
doom; the feeble is the true, and she will pass from her weakness to her 
,glory. "Let your loins be girt, and your lamps burning." NEMO. 



266 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

C H R IS T AL L AND IN ALL. 
BY G. BURRELL, OF WATFORD, 

(Oonrluded .fr<»n 1iaye 236.) 

• It is not more natural for the new-born infant to cry and want 
the breast, than it is for living faith to cry and want the milk of Gospel 
comfort. "Give me Christ, or else I die," is the meaning of the yearn
ing heart, when faith is implanted, though it cannot perhaps tell its feel
ings out. It is not only Christ that is wanted, it is none but Christ. 
"Christ is all I want." Bring bags of glittering g·old to the crying, 
hung.Ty babe, or anything and everything else, and it would be entirely 
insufficient to meet the craving desires, it is not suited; just so with the 
new-born soul, the true believer, his language is, 

" Earthly comforts all are vain, 
Wealth and honour I disdain; 
Hear my never ceasing cry, 
Give me Christ, or else I die." 

"As new-born babes desire the sincere milk of the Word." Christ is the 
Bread of faith, and this Bread is suited, too, to all degTees of faith : weak 
faith must have this bread, and strong faith will never require other: 
it suits babes, young men, and fathers; the new born-babe in Christ 
recefres it in the shape of milk. Christ preached and made very 
plain ~.nd simple, as set forth in the Gospel invitations and 
promises : the young man, and the fathers and mothers in Israel feed 
more upon His great Person and work, His flesh and blood, His 
completed and great atonement. "The bread that I will give is 
My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." Sense and rea
son asks, How can this man give us His flesh to eat? but faith thank
fully responds to his own precious words, and says, " His flesh is meat 
indeed and His blood is drink indeed." 0, Christ is All here, depend 
upon it. He and He only is faith's repast. Faith cannot f{led on husks; 
she must have the bread of heaven: for it is the children's bread, and 
nothing less will do. Faith thinks more of the crumbs under the table
the children's bread-than all the richly-spread, worldly banquets. His 
love, as it flows in the covenant, flows in redemption, and flows in the 
Gospel, is the old wine faith loves and must have, or be dissatisfied and 
unblest; and here is a certain test for us from the Saviour's own mouth 
as to whether we have tasted that the Lord is gracious-as to whether 
we are partakers of this dainty fare :-"·He that cometh to Me shall 
never hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst" -that is, 
they shall be so perfectly satisfied with the quality of the bread they eat, 
and the water and wine they drink, they shall go nowhere else. It does 
not mean they shall never hunger and thirst for Me. 0 no, for that 
they will; and blessed are they that do so-the very taste will quicken 
their appetite for more; but they shall never want another Saviowr. 
Faith is perfectly satisfied with Christ-not satisfied with her partidpa
tion of C'hrist~therefore she is always coming to Him. Christ is faith's 
food, faith's drink; and further, Christ is not only faith's food, but her 
dress also. His glorious righteousness, His perfect obedience, is her only 
r8be. Naked she came to Him for dress. 'Tis by faith the soul discovers 
the sinner's own rig·hteousness to be as filthy rags, and faith's hand casts 
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them off, and faith's foot treads them down as dung and dross, and it is 
the hand of faith which most gladly takes this glorious robe; hence it 
is called " the righteousness of faith," in contradistinction to the "right
eousness which is of the law.'' 0, faith is that principle which gladly and 
thankfully embraces the precious Gospel fact, that " God imputeth 
righteousnw without works." "Jn the Lord shall all the seed of Israel 
be justified and shall glory." Surely in the Lord, shall one say, Have I 
righteousness and st,rength ; and here observe there are degrees of faith, 
but the object is the same: weak faith sees and approves the glory and 
.beauty of the dress, and hungers and thirsts for it, longs to be found in 
it, follows after it, and hopes some day to say with joy, "It is mine;" 
while strong faith appropriates it and triumphantly sings, "I will rejoice 
in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God, for He hath covered me 
with the robe of righteousness; He hath clothed me with the garments 
of salvation." Jn both cases, however, it is the dress of faith; in the 
one case it is in hope, in the other it is in hand. 

3. Christ is faith's only foundation; she will build nowhere else, she 
can rest nowhere else. "Upon this Rock will I build my Church," 
namely, Himself. True faith will build nowhere but upon truth; the 
grace of faith in the heart rests upon the word of faith; the doctrines of 
faith and will earnestly contend for the same, because they are her only 
foundation and support,-" Other foundation can no man lay than that 
which is laid, which is Christ, His person, work, and word." Faith is 
that_peculiar grace that must have solid ground and substantial realities 
to rest upon. It is like the elephant in this respect, which is said to be 
very tenacious where it puts its foot-a shaky bridge it will not venture 
upon. It requires firm footing; and so it is with precious faith and a 
good hope. After various trials and disappointments, faith sings, as on 
the Rock-Christ-she stands,-

" On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

Christ is All here, depend upon it, or nothing at all. All other ground 
must be renounced. Faith and a good hope wrought by Almighty grace 
in the soul of a sinner does not partly stand on self, and partly on Christ. 
No; with regard to the soul's standing before a holy God, good works 
are as much and as cordially abandoned as bad works; the real believer 
expects as soon to be saved by his sins as by his works, either before or 
after calling. In point of justification and acceptance before and with 
God, faith says,- · 

"All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All my help from Thee I bring; 

Cover my defenceless head 
With the shadow of Thy wing." 

As the Saviour's sacrifice and precious blood is faith's food, so is His 
blood_ and righteousness her only plea. The Passover blood was all the 
security Israel had from the destroying angel, and the lamb roasted was 
their food; so the precious Lamb of God is the All of precious faith: 
His substitutionary work is faith's food, faith's bed of rest, and fait~'s 
only ground of triumph and victory. O yes, He is All as a foundation 
and anchorage-ground for faith and hope. 

4. Christ is faith's great storehouse of every thing that's great, good, 
and lasting; everything that the immortal mind, the sanctified mind, 
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and the glorified mind can wish for for ever-all needful grace for all 
purposes in time, in death, and to all eternity. It is all in Him, a ful
ness inexhaustible and undiminishable, ever flowing and overflowing, the 
fuhrnss of Him that filleth all in all. He is faith's ever springing well; 
yea, a fountain of gardens, ever rising, ever flowing up from the fulness 
of Himself as God-the fulness of God. All divine glories and all 
human beauties meet, centre, and shine in Him for ever. 0 happy sonl 
who is favoured to say and feel that Christ is mine I He has all indeed. 
Possessed of Him we all possess all things in One-unsearchable riches, 
~nspeak~ble honours, wis~om, righteousness, sanctificatio_n and redemp
t1011, a kmgdom, an mhentance, thrones and crowns-hell's of God and 
joint heirs with Christ. 

" He is all that's good and great, 
All that I can admire; 

All that's endearing to my soul, 
And all my soul's desire." 

He is the All of faith in these few particulars, and in many more I 
have not time to name. Christ is All, the Father's All, His own All, 
the Spirit's All, Angels' All, Prophets' All, Apostles' All. Every true 
believers' All, and heaven's All He will be for ever and ever. 

But, secondly, He is in our text not only said to be All, but He is 
"in All." 

Christ is All and in All. He is in all the purposes of God. Christ is 
the centre of all the thoughts of God; everything that transpires is for 
His sake, for He is before all things, and by Him all things consist. 
Yea, all things were created by Him and for Him. " By Him kings 
reign and princes decree justice." Time and eternity are His. Nations 
rise and prosper, decline and fall for Him. There is not a purpose under 
the heaven but it centres in His great person, and is brought to pass 
by Him at His own time and in His own way. Wonderful in counsel, 
and excellent in working out that counsel. All things in heaven, on 
the earth, and in bell are subservient to His glory, and will administer 
to His exaltation. Hallelujah! 

2. He is in all the covenant; every department of the covenant of 
grace, so much so, that He Himself is called " the Covenant." " I will 
give Him for a covenant of the people." He is the Mediator of the 
covenant, the Surety of the covenant: His blood is " the blood of the 
covenant," and He is the Messenger of the covenant to make it known 
to the covenant seed; He is the great fulness and great embodiment of 
it, for all the blessings of the covenant, which are all absolute and 
eternal, are bound and wrapped up in Him as the unspeakable gift of 
J ehovah's covenant love. 

3. He is in all the Gospel doctrines. Election. We are chosen in 
Him. He is God's first Elect, the Elect Head of His Elect body. It 
is Christ in this precious but hated doctrine that causes the devil and 
his seed to rage and fight against it; and it is Christ in this doctrine 
that makes it so precious to faith. " Thou hast loved them as Thou 
hast loved Me." Chosen in Him, blest in Him, approved in Him; these 
glorious doctrines called high and dangerous, are exceedingly precious to 
faith, beeause Ch;ist is in them all. Redemption, what is it without the 
Great Redeemer? "In Him we have redemption through His blood." It 
is Christ that died, and it is the dying Christ, the loving Redeemer in 
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this precious doctrine, makes the doctrine so precious. Justification! 
What a precious doctrine! It drops like the rain upon the mown graee• 
free, full and complete justification by the imputed righteousness of 
Christ. But a precious Christ cannot be separated from ff is righteous
ness. "He is the Lord our righteousness." It is His gloiious person 
in and with His work that makes this doctrine so precious to faith and 
so also of effectual calling. We are called by God unto His eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus. We are created anew in Christ Jesus. Christ is 
in the life we receive; yea, He is our life. He is in all the doctrines of 
the Gospel, and in all the promises; they are in Him, yea and in Him 
Amen, and He is in every one: this makes them so sweet, so suitable, and 
so adapted to all the necessities of His saints. His love and grace is 
the lioney in every one of the :flowers which grow in the field of truth. 
"Ilow sweet are Thy words to my taste." Thousands of believers, like 
so many bees, have been constantly sucking ho:p.ey from the Word; but 
it loses none of its sweetness and virtue, for this obvious and blessed 
reason, Christ is in them all. 
. 4. He is in all His saints. That Christ may dwell in your heart by 

faith.· Christ in you. I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; He is 
in all His saints by His Spirit and by His word, and He is in all; mark, 
the weak as well as the strong, in the babe as well as the father. He is 
in all the faculties of their souls, as light in their understandings, as 
truth in their judgments, as love in their affections, as purity in their 
consciences, and as strength in their wills. He is in all their graces
faith, this grace is rooted in Him, derives all its life and vigour from Him; 
hope, He is the object of it, author of it, life of it and All of it. " Christ 
ih you the hope of glory." Love, He is the object of this also, and so of 
every grace. He is in all their desires. " Whom have I in heaven but 
Thee?" He is in all gracious gifts. "By Him ye are enriched in all 
things, in all utterance and in all knowledge. Being filled with the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, to the praise and glory 
of God." He is in all the fruitfulness of the saints. "From :Me is thy 
fruit found." " I am the Vine, ye are the branches." He is in all their 
acceptable services. "I will accept you with yonr sweet savour." He 
is in all Gospel ministers. "We have this treasure in earthen vessels." 
He is in all His own institutions and ordinances. Baptism and the 
Supper, they mean nothing, and are nothing, apart from Him, and He is 
in. all the prayers and praises of the saints, and He is in all the songs of 
saints and angels before the throne in glory. He is in all their ex
panded minds, in all their perfected spirits, in all their undivided affec
tions, and in all and every one, to repletion and everlasting satisfaction 
for ever and ever. Christ is All and in All. Amen. 

THE LATE MR. JAY'S FAREWELL. 
The lines now oentare on the death ot the Rev. Jas.Jay, 20 yea,rs minister ot Grovs Chapel, Cam

be,well, who died 6th April, 1875, aged 72 years 6 monthB. 
"Jesus has come!"* dear friends farewell! Farewell. then, friends, weep not for me, 

With you I can no longer etay.' Though now we part. soon Ul81Y we meei, 
B.e bee.re me where I love to dwe'u In glory. Lord, to worship Thfle, 

On His dear breo.st, fo.r, f11,1• o.wo.Y'. Casting otU' crowns o.t Thy dear feet. 
Into that l_o.nd, where free fron1 care, Until we meet, 0 Lo~d, I pra_,:, . 

With Him I shall t'or ever reign; Guard Thou from ill my wue, my friends; 
No foe eho.11 e'er molest me there, 0 guide their feet in.Zion's way, 

Cause n1e one teo.r, one sigh, one pain. Until this stormy Journey ends. 
W. BOWKN, Sunday School Teacher at the Orove Chapel. 

• 'l'hese were his last words. 
'I' 
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THE SEVEN SECTIONS OF THE ENGLISH BAPTIST 
CHURCHES. 

The Great Commission !ftven by Chrut, and the Spi·ing from whence it came. 

THOMAS STRINGER, in his excellent collection of hymns, entitled 
"The Voice of Melody," says:- 1 

" I want to hear, to know and see 
What glories in Him dwell: 

Sweet is the name of Christ to me 
Beyond what tongue can tell. 

" Good news, indeed ! the work is done: 
Rich mercy God displays! 

To God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Be everlasting praise." 

Come, ye cold and critical despisers of our Lord and Master's grand 
commission! Come, for one moment, and listen to me. I was in the 
country the other day, and the Saviour's last command, as given to His 
disciples, was upon my mind. I was led into a mEditation upon the 
time when Jesus gave this commission to His faithful disciples. I saw 
the blessed Redeemer standing, as on the tiptoe of expectation, ready to 
depart homeward to His Father's glory, which caused that commission 
to come into my soul with a sweeter power than ever. Yes! 

I SAW HIM STAND BETWEEN THE RETROSPECT AND THE PROSPECTIVE. 

Luke says, He led them out as far as unto Bethany. He had ap
pointed there to meet them. And there, methought, in His pure, 
precious, and holy mind, He reviewed the past-so far as regards His 
Incarnation. I thou~ht to Himself He said:-

" For thirty long years was I fulfilling My Father's holy law; then, 
before I entered upon My public ministry, I went to John to be baptized 
of Him! .And when John brought Me up out of Jordan's river, the 
hea,ens opened, the Spirit descended, and I heard My Father's voice 
saying, 'This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased!' Then 
the Spirit led me up into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil; 
but Satan could not conquer Me. I foiled him at every turn, and he 
fled for a season. On the mountain-top I commenced My ministry; by 
teaching and healing, by miracles, and by My doctrine, I have taught 
them that 'I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and the LIFE': and around the 
table I communed with them, giving them the symbols of My body and 
of My blood. Then I commended myself in prayer to My Father. Iri 
the garden of Gethsemane I rolled in agony and bloody sweat; but was 
upheld. Before Pilate's bar I was as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb-so opened I not My mouth. To Calvary I carried My cross: 
there they nailed Me; there they lifted Me up; there men and devils 
mocked Me; there J nstice smote Me! there My Father's face was hidden 
from Me! But I :finished the work; bowed My head in death; was 
laid in the grave. From all the malice of hell; from all the curse of 
the law· from all the pangs of death; from all the powers of the grave, 
I have' come forth. I have appeared to all My dear disciples. I have 
shewn them how the law and the prophets have been fulfilled in, and by 
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Me. I have overcome the unbelief of Thomas. I have reassured poor 
Peter of My love to him; and I have thrice drawn forth his confession 
of love to Me. He has received his ordination charge from My own 
lips. I have blessed them all." . 

Here a pause appeared to pass over my soul, a.nd I thought, if it was 
possible· for one single thing to grieve my Saviour's soul at that blessed 
moment when He was about to be received up into heaven, it mast have 
been Judas's betrayal, and his awful doom. But, No! He never 
mentions him. After reviewing all the way He had come ; after reflect
ing upon the great salvation He had finished; after anticipating the 
glorious return home He was about to make; and upon a consideration 
of the intercessory office He was to carry on in glory-the blessed God
Man's infinite mind ran through all the future ages of time, as in those 
ages He saw all His redeemed family laying in the fall-a spring of 
love broke open afresh in His heart; and, as His last and largest of all 
His commands, He exclaimed, "Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the _Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned." Never before 
did that commission come home to my soul so powerfully. I saw it 
come (as I may say) leaping out of the ascending Saviour's heart; and, 
more than ever, to preach the Gospel of Christ in all directions, did the 
desire bubble up in the heart of C. W. BA....·us. 

P.S.-1 sincerely pray of this commission that I may be helped to 
write you more from time to time. 

CHRIST WILL COME IN AND DARKNESS WILL 
GO OUT. 

SOME of those lax lads say I am an awfully bigotted Baptist. And 
so I am. I would not give a pin for a man if he does not stick 

hard and fast to what he believes to be the will of Almighty God. 
Therefore I am not moved one peg by all the books nor blnsterings of 
our new men-these Baxters, Bradbnrys, and others-who come to crush 
out, and stamp out, and kill out " the Baptists." They may beguile a 
lot of man-made believers, who are for '' the last new man ; " but I was 
never made a believer in Christ by men. The Lord came Himself to 
my 1:1oul, to call me to His own dear feet; and He shewed me the awfully 
grand, significant ordinance of Baptism. And I cannot slight it; I 
cannot deny it. I put no more trust in water than I do in bread and 
wine. Water is but a sign. But I see and believe, and practise baptism, 
because I know it is the Master's will: and as He obeyed for me in the 
essential, I must obey Him in the symbol. Nevertheless, leaving all 
that, wherever I find my Lord Jesus Christ is savingly, and unctuously, 
and superlatively known and adored, my heart and soul is there, let me 
find Him wherever I may. Hence my soul is delighted with the fol
lowing; although, in Gospel housekeeping, the speaker is an acc?mmo
dating politician. He will sprinkle babies or immerse adul~s-~us~ ~s 
peo~le please. That man-pleasing I cannot understand m C~rist s 
service. No! No!! I am a bigot. Still, as regards the testunony 
for Jesus, I am one with the man. He says:-

" See Stephen looking upon Christ. He saw the Son of Man at the 
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right hand of God. Just how Christ looked in this world, just how He 
looks in heaven, we cannot say. A writer in the time of Christ says, 
describing the Saviour's personal appearance, that He had blue eyes and 
light complexion, and a very graceful structure; but I suppose it was 
all guess-work. The painters of the different ages have tried to imagine 
the features of Christ, and put them upon canvas; but we will have to 
wait until 11ith our own eyes we see Him and with our own ears we can 
hear Him. And yet there is a way of seeing and hearing Him now. 
I tell you, unless you see and hear Christ on earth, you will never see 
and hear Him in heaven. Behold the Lamb of God. Can you not see 
Him? Then pray to God to take the scales off your eyes. Look that 
way-try to look that way. His voice comes down this day, sayingt 
' Look unto Me all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved, for I am God, 
aml there is none else.' I must see Him. I must look upon that face 
once clouded with my sin, but now radiant with my pardon. I want to 
touch that hand that knocked off my shackles. I want to hear that 
voice which pronounced my deliverance. What a moment when all the 
nations of the saved shall gather around Christ! All faces that way. 
All thrones that way, gazing, gazing on Jesus. · 

' His worth, if all the nations knew, 
Sure the whole earth would love Him too.' •• 

" HE FELL ASLEEP ! " 

Not like the wicked, "driven away." ·No. It may be vanity. I 
cannot help that. I do feel a kind of sympathy with the following, and 
sigh a prayer that of me it might at last be said, as here it is said,-

" Stephen had lived a very laborious life. His chief work had been 
to care for the poor. How many loaves of bread he distributed, how 
many bare feet he bad sandaled, how many cots of sickness and distress 
be blessed with ministries of kindness and love, I do not know; but 
from the way he lived, and the way be preached, and the way he died, I 
know he was a laborious Christian. But that is all over now. Stephen 
is dead! The disciples come. They take him up. They wash away 
the blood from the wounds. They straighten out the bruised limbs. 
They brush back the tangled hair from the brow, and then they pass 
around to look upon the calm countenance of him who had lived for the 
poor and died for the truth. Stephen asleep ! I have seen the sea 
driven with the hurricane until the tangled foam caught in the rigging, 
and wave rising above wave seemed as if about to storm the heavens, 
and then I have seen the tempest drop, and the waves crouch, and 
everything become smooth and burnished as though a camping-place 
for the glories of heaven. So I have seen a man, whose life has been 
tossed and driven, coming down at last to an infinite calm, in which 
there was the hush of heaven's lullaby. Stephen asleep I I saw such 
an one. He fought all his days against poverty and against abuse. 
They traduced bis name. They rattled at the door knob while'he was 
dying, with duns for debts be could not pay; yet the peace of God 
brooded over bis pillow, and while the world faded, heaven dawned, and 
the deepening twilight of earth's night was only the opening twilight of 
heaven's morn. Not a sigh. Not a tear. Not a struggle. Hush! 
Stephen asleep ! • 

"I cannot tell by the blowing of the wind whether it will be fair 
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weather or foul on the morrow. Bnt I can prophesy, and I will pro
phesy, what weather it will be when the Christian comes to die. You 
may have it very rough now. It may be this week one annoyance, the 
next another annoyance. It may be this year one bereavement, the 
next another bereavement. Before this year has passed you may have 
to beg f<i" bread, or ask for a scuttle of coal, or a pair of shoes ; but 
spread your death couch amid the leaves of the forest, or make it out 
of the straw of a pauper's hut, the wolf in the jungle howling close by, 
or inexorable creditors jerking the pillow from under yonr dying head
<Jhrist will come in and darkness will go out. And though there may 
be rio hand to close your eyes, and no breast on which to rest your dying 
head, and no candle to lift the night, the odours of God's hanging 
garden will regale your soul, and at your bedside will halt the chariots 
of the King. No more rents to pay, no more agony becouse flour has 
gone up, no more struggle with ' the world, the flesh, and the devil;' 
but peace-long, deep, everlasting peace. Stephen asleep ! 

'.Asleep in J eeus, blessed sleep, 
From which none i,ver wake to weep ; 
.A ea.Im and undisturbed repose, 
Uninjured by the la.et of foes . 

.Asleep in J eeus, far from thee 
Thy kindred and their graves may be; 
But there is still a. blessed sleep, 
From which none ever wake to weep."' 

A BELIEVER'S LAST DAY HIS BEST DAY. 
(Ff'Om THOMAS BROOKS, 1657.) 

" .A good name is better than precious ointment ; and the day of death than the 
day of one's birth."-Eccl. vii. 1. 

"Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble."-Job xiv. 1. 

THE Hebrew word jeludh, which is translated " born," signifieth 
generated, or conceived; to note to us that man is miserable as soon 

as he is warm in the womb ; he comes crying into the world. Before 
ever the child speaks, he prophesies by his tears of his ensuing sorrows. 
Thus Solomon prefers his coffin to his crown, the day of his dissolution 
before the day of his coronation. 

I. Death is a change of place. The believer when he dies changes 
earth for heaven. 

2. A change of company. 
3. A change of employment. His work here consists in praying, 

groaning, sighing, mourning, wrestling, fighting (Eph. vi. 12). A 
woman who was dying cried out, '' Lord, do not let me go to hell where 
the wicked are, for Thou knowest I never loved their company in my 
life-time." Death is the winding-sheet that wipes away all tears from 
the believer's eye. 

4. It is a change of our more dark and obscure enjoyment of God 
for a more clear and sweet communion of God (l Cor. xiii. 12). "We 
see through a glass darkly" (or .a riddle). God told Moses he could 
not see His face and live. The truth is we are not able to bear 
but little of the discoveries of God, there b~ing such a mighty majesty 
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and glory in all the discoveries of God. We are weak and but able to 
bear but little of God. 

5. Death is a change that puts an end to all external and internal 
changes. Death is another Moses; it delivers believers out of bondage, 
and from making brick in Egypt. It is a day or year of Jubilee to a 
gracious spirit-the year wherein he goes out free from all tJwse cruel 
taskmasters which be has long groaned under. . 

6. Death is a change that brings the soul to an unchangeable rest: 
from affliction, persecution, temptation, desertion, sin, sorrow. 
Believers in this world are like Noah's dove: either be wants some ex
ternal or internal mercy. Cooper said, "Many a day have I sought 
death with tears ; not out of impatience or distrust, but because I am 
weary of sin, and fearful to fall into it.'' 

Learn then, 1. Never mourn immoderately at the death of any believer, 
let them be the most excellent and useful that ever lived. " Death is 
not the death of the believer but the death of bis sin.'' 2. Do not fear· 
death. Reasons why we need not fear death: Christ's death was a meri
torious death. Death is a sword in our Father's band. Christ's death is 
a death-conquering death. He hath "taken away the sting of death," 
that it cannot hurt you, and his death is a death-sanctifying death and a 
death s-weetening-death. Believers are complete in Christ (Col. ii. 10 ; 
Songs fr. 7; Rev. xiv. 4, 5). The saint's dying day is the Lord's paying 
day. The way to glory is by misery ; the way to life is by death. The 
way to heaven is by weeping cross. A man will-easily swallow a bitter 
pill to get health. The physician helps us not without pain, and yet we 
pay him for it. "When Plato saw one over indulgent to his body by high 
feeding· it, he asked him what he meant, to make his prison so strong.'' 
While we are in this world, our weak and imperfect and diseased bodies 
cast chains, and fetters and restraints, hindrances, and impediments upon 
the soul, that the soul is hindered from many high and noble actings, 
which in a state of separation it is free to. In a state of separation the 
soul works clearer, and understands better, and discourses wiser, and re
joices louder, and loves nobler, and desires purer, and hopes stronger than 
it can do here. When the soul is upon the wings of heaven, the body, 
like a lump of lead, pulls it down to earth. The Lord will not leave thee 
but be with thee in thy dying hour (Psa. xxiii. ; Isa. xliii. ). If a believer's 
last day be his best day, then it follows that a wicked man's last day 
must be his worst day. 

"REMEMBER ME." 
1An111 compoaed afiet· preaching from "Lord, ,•,membe,. me, wlten 'l'hou comae into 'l'IIV kingdom."

Lnke :s.xiii. 42. 
Jesus, Thou great Redeeming King, 

To Thee for help I !lee; 
Nothing but ein have I to bring, 

0 Lord, remember me. 
My sin and wretchedness, a.nd woe, 

Thou dost this moment see i 
Whither for refuge can I go, 

Redeemer, but to Thee? 
I, like the thlef, a rebel e.m, 

1, too, have wounded Thee; 
But slill a kind Redeemer can, 

In love, remember me. 
WaH not Thy blood for sinners Hhed 

0 .1 Cal VR.ry's rugged tree? 

Didst Thou not, Lord, the winepreee tread, 
To rescue worms like me? 

Didst Thou not leave the gloomy grave, 
To realms of glory lly; 

My poor, polluted aoul to oave, 
And raise it to the sky? 

Then mercy, mercy now impart, 
My numerous sina forgive; 

Write Thy new name upon my bea.rt, 
And bid the sinner live. 

And while I draw this. fleeting breath, 
HeJp me from sin to flee; 

And in the agony of death, 
0-ood Lo1·d, remember me. 

T, J. MBIMHH, 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

"ACHOR'S GLOOMY VALE."* 
THE LATE MR. JAMES WELLS AND "THE GOSPEL STANDARD." 

• We are glad that another Edition of this work, written on his <leath-bed by our 
late beloved and esteemed brother, has been called for. H shows not only that his 
memory is hallowed and cherished by the congregation that sat under his ministry 
at the Surrey Tab~rnacle, but also by large numbers of friends and admirers scattered 
through all parts of England, who had the privilege of hearing him on Anniversary 
occasions, or of reading his published sermons. As we read these Letters, penned in 
almost the last hours of his life, we seem to see and to hear him as we saw and heard 
him many times at the Surrey. Their style, thoughts, ancl sentences, remind us so 
forcibly of his uttered discourses, and yet withal there is upon them a savour and a 
mellowness which seems to speak of a light such as never fell on sea or shore, and 
to breathe a solemnity such as life's closing hours alone can fling round the parting 
spirit. Perhaps, however, this remark is more appropriate to· the closing Letters of 
the series than to the earlier ones; for our brother, as we all know, passed through 
some sharp and severe mental conflicts and spiritual agitations during the time that 
he was laid aside from active work. The scene was darkened long before the curtain 
fell; but the Lor\l fulfilled His promise, and at eventide there was light. 

There are some men-Christian men, who ought to have known better-who have 
ma.de these conflicts and agitations, these doubts and fears, the subject-matter of 
reproach to the memory of our dead brother ; w bile others, with the agihty and 
the levity of a moi.ntebank, rather than that of Christian reviewers, have leaped into the 
judgment-seat, and decided that these conflicts and spiritual exercises were the well
merited castigation the L·ord inflicted upon him for certain unmannerly sayings and 
doings of his in the years of his active ministry. Among this class stands grace
fully pre-eminent the Reviewer of "The Gospel Standard." Let us present to our 
readers some of the genial sentences and criticisms this Christiau Reviewer indulges 
in in relation to the late revered pastor of the Surrey Tabernacle. He begins in 
the following red-hot style:-

" God ha.s over a,ud over a.gain declared in His Word tha.t the loftiness ot' mau ~ha.II be bowed 
down, and the haughtines8 of men shall be la.id low; and we mo.y rest a9snred, as God ha~ ~a.id it, 
it shall be done, either in this world or in that which is to come.'' 

He then proceeds to give as illustrations-Saul, king of Israel, Phai·aol, and 
Herod-strange company, we think, for a Chri,tian Reviewer to associate with James 
Wells. True, indeed, the Reviewer afterwards introduces Saul of Tarsus as an instance 
of man's pride and God's humbling grace; but, through the awkwardness of the 
Reviewer, the illustration won't do; for what Saul of Tarsus was as a proud m11n, he 
was before the Lord met with birn, not afterwards-as the Reviewer birnself prooeeds 
to show-calling him the h11mblest man that ever lived, while the whole drift of the 
article is to show that our late brother was aU tl,is after he professed that the Lord 
had met with him. What, therefore, the Reviewer would have us to infer we do 
not know, b11t the confusion of thought in his mind is manifest. He then proceeds 
to speak of the late pastor of tho Surrey in the following graceful language:-

uThe _Wr_iter or these Letters wa8 originally a carter, as ignorant a1:1 a Hottentot, and as 
hardened 1n sin o.s a. 11.ve-hundred-pence debtor~" 

When we read this sneerina sentenoe, we were reminded forcibly of an anecdote in 
the life of the Lord Chancell;r Thurlow: be was originally a barber, as was his 
father, and in his early days he was literall11 a "shaver;" after he became Lord 
Chancellor, on one occasion, while addre;sing a public meeting, some low fellow 
wishing to insult him, shouted out from the body of the meeting," You were born a 
barber." "Yes," said Thurlow; "and if you bad been born a barber you would hav" 
been a barber still." Whether the Reviewer is a barber ora "cart,r." we do not know, 
but we are inclined to think the latter, fo,· be certainly knows how to use the whip, 
quite as mercilessly as besa.ys the late James Wells did, with this additional advantage 
that be is using it over and on a dead man, which is, no doubt, very valiant and very 
noble, and above all very Christian. 

"De mortuis nil nisi bonum "-of the cleacl speak nothing but good-was indeed 

• "Achor's Gloomy Vale." A Series of Letters by the late Jawei::. ,veils. Third Editiou, 
Bevlsed. London: Robert Banks, Racquet Court, Fleet Street. 
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only a heathen motto; but the heathen moralist was evidently far superior in spirit 
to this Christian Reviewer. If charity covers a multitude of sine, it is clear that the 
Reviewer is destitute of it, for he manifests a malicious pleasure in dragging the 
infirmities and weaknesses of our latt1 brother into the light. Hie motto would seem 
to be, " Speak as harshly of the dead as possible, because he cannot defend himself.'' 
An eminent modern w~iter has finely said in one of hie essays: "Who can look down 
on the grave even of an enemy, and not feel keen regret that he has ever warred 
with the P"or handful of duet and ashes which slumbers harmlessly a!W3ie feet?" 
Who? the writers in "The Gospel Standard!" and that not only upon tlie grave of 
an enem.11, but upon the grave of one, a Christian and a minister, who was no enemy, 
but a friend to all who loved the Lord J eeue. 

We confess that when this Review was first placed in our hands, we felt deeply 
pained, and we were about to say, surprised. But that would hardly be correct, for 
we have been too long familiar with the writers in "The Goepel Standard," not to 
know that whenever they speak of a minister whose name does not appear on the 
cover of their Sacred Standard, they invariably dip their pen in vinegar and ga.11. 

When reading this Review, so replete with the exposure of our late brother's 
infirmities and frailties, we were forcibly reminded of a little poem by Mrs. Charles, 
the Authoress of "The Chronicles of the Schonberg Gotta Family," entitled, "The 
Child upon the Judgment Seat." The idea of the poem is that of a child sitting on 
an elevated platform or dais, which commands a view of all her neighbours' gardens; 
and she spends the day in noticing and severely censuring what she considers the 
mismanagement of them all; one is not laid out properly, another wants weeding, a 
third is insufficiently cultivated, a fourth displays great ignorance, 01· lack of taste, 
&c. At length, a friend whispers kindly in her ear the question, What is the condition 
of your own garden? Her reply is, " That she has been so closely employed in 
pointing out the faults of her neighbours, that she has had no time nor inclination 
to attend to her own." We have no doubt this is precisely the case with the 
Reviewer. It is always the weak who mount the Judgment Seat. 

Agains~ this sin,eo prevalent among the" Standard'• party, the Apostle Paul warns 
the primitive Christians, in his Epistle to the Romans. He too shows that it is always 
the weak who judge. In chapter xiv. 2 he says, "One man believeth that he may eat 
all things: but he that is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that 
eateth not; and let not him that e.ateth not ( i.e., the weak brothe1·) Judge him that eateth." 
Now this is precisely the case with the brethren of" The Gospel Standard;'' they do 
not eat or feed upon the Paschal Lamb, but they evidently eat largely of bitter herbs. 
Our late brother Jamee Welle, as well as those of us that have been long in the divinll 
life, and have proved God to be a merciful God, feed more than ever on the Paschal 
Lamb, and rejoice in the liberty of the Goepel; and accordingly our weak brethren 
of the " Standard" jump into the judgment seat, and pronounce us all to be "letter
men." Well, they are weak, and we are willing to·believe that itis wealcnessratherthan 
wickednebs, and therefore we must, and do pity them ; but while we pity them, let us 
not fall into the other error spoken of by the Apostle in th~ passage above quoted; 
for while he intimates that it is the tendency of the weak to Judge harshl.11 of the 
strong, he intimates also that it is the tendency of the strong to despise the weak. 
Hence he says, "Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not." No, we would 
pity them rather than despise; they are God's children, many of them, though they 
certainly are the weakest and most ricketty children in all God's family, but they 
owe this mainly to their miserable teachers, bad nursing, and injudicious training. 

CHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES; OR, ANONYMOUS AUTHORS-WHICH 
WILL YOU BELIEVE AND FOLLOW? 

The Sacred Bond o.f Unit,?/; or, the I may be blinded in the study of the Scrip
End oj Wat,-r Baptism b,y the Ministration I tures by a pre-conceived theory. 
o.f the On-, Baptism of the Holy Ghost and He writes in a courteous and Christian 
Fire. (Roulston, Paternoster buildings.) , spirit, while speaking of those from whoID 
The Writer of the above pamphlet is a he differs; and we wish to do the same 
scribe well in•tructed in the things of the in relation to him and hie pamphlet. The 
kingdom, and his mind is evidently well strange theory with which he starts-and 
sto1:ed with evangelical and spiritual we may add, on which the entire struc
trulh; but., unfortunately. he has made ture of the book rests-is, that ceremonial 
all this subservient to a theory which is and symbolical baptism (i.e., Water.Bap
thoroughly unscriptural, and affords a tisrn) was divinely ab1·ogated on the day 
painful illustration of how far a good man of Pentecost; that in baptizing with water 
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after that date the a;postles were ctdittg , Such are the principal counts in the 
witkout tke mind or d'Vf'ection of tke Holy indictment brought against the apostles 
Gkost, and even in oppo1ition tkereto. of our Lord, and that indictment is the 

We do not know who the writer is, but chief argument employed to persuade the 
we could not help thinking and feeling people of God to reject Christian baptism, 
that he felt, at the very outset of his sub- and pronounce its observance to be con
ject, the necessity of neutralising the trary to the will of God, and dishonour
evidence against his theory afforded by ing to the Spirit. 
the commission of our Lord, and the pra.c- Need we say more ? Whose teaching 
tice of His apostles, The charges which and practice are we to follow ?-the 
he brings against the apostles of our Lord apostles of our Lord, or the anonymous 
are so grave and serious, and involve so Writer of this pamphlet? We hold that 
much that is evil, that they require to be a man is treading on dangerous ground 
fully examined and exposed. when he undertakes to correct the teach-

The Writer affirms that Water Baptism ings, and to condemn the practice, of the 
was abrogated on the day of Pentecost ; inspired apostles of our Lord and Saviour 
and, in support of this opinion, indirectly Jesus Christ. 
affirms that when Peter had been baptized This is what the N eologians of Ger
with the Holy Ghost, he, from ignorance many, the Socinians in England, and the 
andJewishprf;jttdice, erroneously directed Broad Church party in the Church of 
the 3,000 to be baptized with John's hap- England have been doing for many years 
tism-i.e., water. That when cert"ain men past, and are doing still. Acting on this 
and women in Samaria believed Philip basis-the erroneous teachings and prac
preaching the things of the kingdom, he, tice of the apostles in certain instances 
Philip, through ignorance and Jewish pre- and passages - they have contrived to 

_judipe, baptized them with water or John's get rid of some of the most distinctive 
baptism. That when the Holy Ghost fell doctrines of the Gospel. Dean Stanley, 
upon Cornelius and his household, Peter, Professor Jowett, and Bishop Colenso are 
through ignorance and Jewish pre_judice, representatives of this school of thought. 
commanded them to be baptized with Admit the principle, and where will it 
water, though Peter had just had a vision end? What custom, teaching, or doctrine 
of the sheet knit at the four corners to of the Epistles may not be explained away, 
dispel his ignorance and Jewish pre_judice. if it be but contended that it sprang from 
That in the city of Philippi, Paul and the ignorance and Jewish pre_ju.dice of the 
Silas, from ignorance and Jewish pre- apostles? Instead of the Word of God 
judice, baptized Lydia and her household, being a lamp to our feet, lighting up with 
and the jailor and his household with a serene and steady lustre " the way 
John's baptism. That when Paul he.cl home," it becomes an ignis fattms-e. 
come to Ephesus, and found certain dis- baleful mock-fire-misleading our unwary 
ciples who had not heard of the Penta- feet, and cheating the hope which its first 
costal gift of the Holy Spirit, he said unto welcome rays had kindled in our hearts. 
them, " Unto what then were ye baptized? But, thank God, we have not so learned 
And they said, Unto John's baptism. Christ, nor so learned to estimate the 
Then said Paul, John verily baptized with teachings and practice of the apostles. 
the baptism of repentance, saying unto We had intended to have examined 
th? people, that they should believe on some. of the Writer's verbal criticisms on 
Him who should come after him, that is, certain texts, but our space forbids our 
on Jesus Christ, When they heard this, referring to more than one. Referring to 
they were baptized in the name of the John i1i. 5-" Except a man be born of 
~rd Jesus." But it is indirectly charged water and of the Spirit," &c,-the Writer 
1D the pa':Ilphlet ~ha~ Paul,from ignorance says that the latter word, "Spirit," is 
an_d Jewssh pr8.Jud1ce, re-baptized them merely explanatory of the former, water; 
with John's baptism, notwithstanding and that water in this passage means 
that immediately after, and consequent nothing more nor less than th~ !:ipfrit; so 
upon, their being baptized, the Holy Ghost that he makes the Saviour virtually say, 
came upon them, and they spake with in a tone of tautological repetition, " Ex
tongues and prophesied; so that the Holy cept a man be born of the Spirit, aud of the 
Gkost _instantly and signally honow·ed Spirit," &c. Would he venture to put 
Pai(l's 1gno1·ance and Jewish prB.J·udice by such a sentence in the mouth of the 
falling ~n those disciples who, according to Saviour? ',Ve think not. But his cr1ti
the Writer of the pamphlet, Paul knd erro- cism on the passaue means this, or it means 
neously comma,ided to be re-baptized witlt nothing. The Greek criticiom, too, on 
Joh,:i's baptism-a baptism which, the . which this conclusion is based, is inaccu
Wr,ter says, is dishonouring to the Spirit / rate. It is perfectly true that when t.wo 
•Of God, I Nouns are connected together in 11, sen-
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lence, and have a Pt-epo~it.ion governing 
them-the Preposition not being ,·epcated 
before each of them-the one Noun is 
explnnntory of the other, So far the 
criticism is c01·rcct.; but this rule holcls 
good when the Nouns thus coupled 01· 
governed a,•e in the .lfominatit•e case. llut 
in the passage under consideration they 
are in the Acc'llsativc; and so •water means 
v.•atfl', nnd Spfrit m.eans Spii'it. 

The Writer has the usual criticisms 
upon the Greek Prepositions, "eis" and 
"en." Jlfuch that he says is true, and all 
that he says is in a fair spirit; but we are 
reminded by it of an anecdote, with which 
we shall close:-

A Preshnerian minister. in America 
having be~n holding forth before his 
audience ag-ainst baptism bv immersion, 
laboured all through his address to prove 
that the Greek Prepositions, " en" and 
"eis," did not mean to go into, but only to 
go near to, &c. At the close, he invited 
his audience to express their opinion of 
the leNure. lleing nearh· allPresbyterians, 
one after :mother rose" to expr<'SS their 
hi!!'h approral of his mode of treating the 
subject, and all felt that Water llaptism 
-at least. bT immersion-had been effec
tually demolished. At length when 
several had spoken, and the meeting was 
drawing to a clos!'. a German got up, and, 
in broken English, asked permission to 
speak. This being granted, he said:-

" I am Tare glad, sare, dat I am here to 
listen to dis discourse on baptism. I 
learn many tings to-night from de minis
tere dat are vare DPW to me. I learn, for 
instance, dat ti doesn't mean in, but only 
vare ,war to. .And, 0, I be so glad-so 
,-are glad-berause do you see, my friends, 
dare are many tinge in de Bible dat I 
could not understand, but now I under
stand dem all. I am so glad en does not 
mean in, but only , are near to-because 
I read in de ].;il,lc d t Nebuchadnezzar 
did trow de tree children into de fiery 
furnace. llut now I see dat dey only 
bring dem vare near to de furnace. 0, I 
am so glad-so vare glad-dat I am here 
to-night to hear dis ting explained. And 
den I read in de llook of Daniel dat 
Daniel was cast into de den of lions; but 
I see now dat is all a mistake-he only 
went vare nrar to. and walked past. 0, 
it is beautiful; I do understand it all 
now. And when I read of Jonah being in 
de belly of de g-reat fish, I could never 
understand it; but I see now. He went 
down to de seaehorc, vare nigh to de fish, 
jump on bis back, and den walk away. 
0, I am so glad; for sometime I do fear 
dat when I die I shall go to de bad place 
-because I do read in de Bible dat de 
wicked will be turned into hell ; but now 

I learn from yom· goot minister dat en 
doesn't mean in. I am so vare glad. 
Dey only go neat· to hell : just near enough 
to look in to see de smoke, but dey do not 
go in. 0, I am so va1·e glad dat I have 
been here to-night to hear dis wouderful 
lecture, vich I shall never fo;get." 

Oua YouNll FRIENDS, of whom there are 
thousands upon thousands now springing 
up in and around our Churches, will 
realize a considerable advantage by care
fully reading Mr. Wm. Frith's new and 
excellent volume, Vo.x Dei; or, Scripture 
Testimony Contrasted with Ritualism, 
Roniisk and .Anglican. In this small 
volume the poison of Popery in disguise 
is exposed ; the pith of some of the most 
ancient and learned Protestant divines is 
presented, while the authors of Evangelioa.l 
pri nci plea are pleasingly ventilated alid con -
firmed by the Word of God, shewing in 
every branch of salvation, "JEsus ONLY" 
is the Rock and Refuge of His Church. 
Vo.x Dei may be bad of R. llanks. 

"Zoar and Jireh." In My Lecturls to 
My Students, by C. H. Spurgeon, there 
are some unkind references to ministers 
of the Standard or Strict llaptist con
nection. Not many have suffered from 
them more than ourselves, and yet we 
venture to defend them. Mr. Spurgeon, 
addressing his students on "the matter 
of their sermons," says, " Do not rehearse 
five or six doctrines with unvarying 
monotony of repetition. lluy a theologicaJ. 
barrel-organ. brethren, with five tunes 
accurately adjusted, and you will be 
qualified to practice as an ffitra-Calvinistic 
preacher at Zoar and Jireh, if you also 
purchase at some vinegar factory a good 
supply of bitter, acrid abusl' of Arminiane 
and duty-faith men. llrains and grace 
are optional, but the organ and the worm
wood are indispensable. It is ours to 
perceive and rejoice in a wider range of 
truth." Thus Mr. Spurgeon fills the 
minds of his young students with con
tempt toward all those ministers who 
have not been favoured either "to per
ce.i ve or rejoice in a wider range of truth." 
We will let this quotation stand by itself 
for the present. Some of our brethren 
may study it to advantage. P1·esE1ntly we 
hope to speak a little freely upon the re
proach thus cast upon some really good 
men, although unlearned and limited 
in ,zifte. 

Sa.11ings and Lettera of the late William 
Tiptaft. Oxford: J. C. Pembrey. No 
orator, no mental power of any magnitude, 
but a heart unusually sanctified, poured 
out, with chil_d-like simplicity! precious 
truths. Hie life, more than his preach
ing, was a powerful witness for Christ. 
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Tl1e Voice of Melody. The second 
edition of "Songs of Praise, for the Uso 
of God's People Everywhere Scattered 
Abroad," composed by Thomae Stringer, 
Baptist Minister of the Goepel, is, in 
every sense of the word, a cheerful com
panion for the Christian. Sound as the 
golden bell, rich as the pomegranate, ex
hilarating as the grapes of Eschol, these 
poems will please the living soul as much 
m private as in public. ThomaR is no 
oopyist, no rhyming jingler; lovely and 
lofty in se-ntiment, easy and edifying in 
variety, with the Scriptures in beautiful 
harmony, his songs will be found. Bruised 
eouls, under the lashes of a guil t.y con
science, may like Joseph Hart better ; but 
those blessed saints, who can experi
mentally say, "'.l'he time of the singing 
of birds is come," will with our brother 
gladly sing:-

"Come, sin-sick soul, no more complain, 
Thine Helper-God will be; 

Jehovah-Rophi is His nam&-
The Lord that healeth thee." 

From Holly cottage, 100, Coldharbour 
lane, Camberwell (the present residence 
of the Author), a copy can be had per 
post. Christian, send for one before you 
forget it. From a new and bold type, on 
substantial paper, this second edition has 
been. produced by Mr. Robert Banks, of 
Racquet court, in commendable style. 

Tke Okristian Standard.-J uly pa.rt. 
Conducted by James Grant, has s~rious 
chapters for the Plymouth Brethren, the 
Bible Society, the Papacy, and other insti
tutions. How awful to find Christendom 
so degenerate ! For a strong, sterling and 
living Christianity, there seems no mind, 
no unity, no power! 

Tke Atone1nent. By Israel Atkinson. 

all life out of us. But our faith in the 
"one offering," whereby Jesus Christ 
" perfected for ever them t,hat are sancti
fied," has ever been our only ground of 
hope for mercy before a just and holy 
God ; and, in the deep-down valley of 
Achor, something within would sigh up: 

"Dear Refuge of my weary soul, 
On Thee, when sorrmvs rise: 

On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
My fainting hope relies. 

To Thee I tell ea.eh rising grief, 
For Thou alone canst heal; 

And Thou canst send a. sweet relief 
For every pe,in I feel." 

"Atonement," saith Pilgrimus, "is for
giveness all round the fa.nily;" but he 
did not live in our cold times. 

"Saving Conversions to God." In our 
Cheering Words some papers will be found 
illustrative of· this most weighty subject. 
While there is so much excitement, we 
feel bound to witness to that which comes 
from, leads unto, and tends to the glory 
only of, Gur covenant God. 

"The Paradise .Apple." In The Gar
dener's Magazine we have been walking 
as over an immense estate. We luve the 
quiet country nook, the lone green lane, 
the garden walk, and the mountain's foot; 
hence in Master Shirley Hibberd'a im
mense monthly we love to roam : never 
expected to find "the Paradise .Apple ; " 
hut here is something a.bout it and every
thing beside. 

Gilead. August part contains full Re
. port of Leicester Conference. The first 
morning's opening address by the rector 
of Aylestone, Mr. G. W. Straton, throws 
a. beautiful light upon John in Patmoa; 
it is, ,in fact, a pure and wholesome ven
tilation of a deep mystery. If permitted, 
we will give our readers the benefit. 

Green Leaves-still green, but not so 
fresh as at first. How mortifying to poor 
man that we "all do fade as a leaf." 
Some large leaves fall before they fade. 
Some fade totallv before thev fall. What 
lessons may be iearned fro.;, leaves. A 
voice from Homerton still echoes truth 
for W. Palmer. 

London : Houlston and Sons, Paternoster 
buildings; and of the Author, 38, Rose 
hill terrace, Brighton. People require to 
be told what it is they do believe, for if 
you ask many a sincere Christian what 
h~ understands by " the Atonement,'' he 
might not be able to answer the question 
so elaborately as Mr. Atkinson has done 
in this small book. We have heard ex
ception taken to some po.rt of this essay, 
but we shall not controvert the disputed 
theory. John Hazelton has endorsed the 
whole by recommending the work: against 
two such hard students as Israel Atkinson 
and John Hazelton we shall not advance 
one _critic~! l~ne. Forty-five years ago wo 
realised, m silent solemuity, the meaning 
of Romans v. 11 : "We joy in God, through 
our Lor~ Jesus Christ, by whom we have 
now received the Atonement." Since then, 
the ~att~rlng rams of Satan, the bruisings 
of sm, bereavements at home and burdens 
abroad have many times al1~ost crushed 

Precious Light from the Scriptures 
Thrown on tke Doctrine of Christ's Priest
hood, 9·c. By James Johnstone. Edin
b,1rgh: Lyun and Gemme~!. We are 
much strengthened in our long-cherished 
conviction that the deeper o. ma~ _can 
penetrate into the meaning of tbe ongmal 
languages, the more clearly will_ the new 
covenant order of salvation be discovered, 
Mr. Johnstone has proved himself, in 
this work o. master in criticism, even in 
the hidde;1 wisdom of the Word, and his 
labours in this p,;mphlet will be gr•tte
fully appreciated by tho educated disciple!> 
of our Lord. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
A SOLEMN WITNESS AGAINST THE DELUSIONS OF MAN'S FREE-WILL. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-As you re
quest me to write you of the Lord's dealings 
with me, I tear, from what good brother 
Taylor said of me, you might have mistaken 
me for something or for somebody which I 
am not. However, as it i• always refreshing 
to my soul to write or speak to a friend of a 
kindred spirit about the goodness of my God 
to me, I gfadlv embrace the opportunity so 
kindly oftered 0 me·. 

I was born at Ashton-Keynes, Wilts, Oct. 
28, 1833, at which place a good man named 
Jeffry now preaches the everlasting Gospel, 
of wllose Church mv father is a member, and 
in whose pul pi l I have been twice favoured 
to tell of the Saviour's love to fallen man. 
My parents removing to Minety before my 
remembrance, I look upon the latter place 
-as my native home: there, in my boyllood, 
I heard, in the little PartiC'ular Baptist 
-chapel, Messrs. Beard, John and Thomas 
Wigmore, and others now gone home; and 
I can just remember my father as;;isting to 
lay in a grave, within its walls, the mortal 
remains of its first preacher, Robert Taylor, 
to await the resurrection morn. I believe 
my father still holds the memory of this good 
man sacred and dear. I have known my 
father walk many times to Crudwell to hear 
that good man, Mr. Thomas Lamb; and 
there, he has told me, he has heard the Editor 
of the Earthen Vessel. 

At the early age of fifteen I left my home, 
became a great rambler in the world-a far 
greater in its wicked ways. At the age of 
twe11.ty, I became a coal-miner in the Forest 
-of Dean. Here I was permitted, for some 
years1 to run with a band of free-wilier&. I 
here learned to hate, with bitter hatred, the 
blessed truths which have been sealed with 
the blood of thousands of the redeemed of the 
Lord ( the everlastings of the Bible having 
then no place in my heart), until it pleased 
the mighty God, even the Lord, to arrest me, 
by thundering into my soul the word• of 
Paul, in the ninth of Romans: "So then it 
is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy." 
Those words brought me to a sudden stand
still, and cut me like a two-edged sword. I 
then knew, for the first time in my life, the 
meaning of being " pricked to tbe heart." 
My follow-racers, discovering something 
unusually sti-ange about me, tried to find 
out the secret: "The heart knoweth its own 
bitteruess," and "a wounded spirit, who can 
bear ? " Their efforts proved all in vain : 
"The wind bloweth where it listeth " in the 
case of" every one that is born of the Spirit." 
Grace had now made a deep wound which 
grace alone could heal. However, I tried 
to obey my advisers by .being "up and do
ing;" but was soon brougl.it down by the 
following wo1-ds - " Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin, or the leopard his spots? 

then may ye also do good, that are accus
tomed to do evil" (Jer. xiii. 23). 

I weut as usual to the class-meeting 
where we t.old the state of our minds. Oh, 
the wretched state of my mind at that time ! 
The joys of which I had been accustomed to 
tell were now fled and gone; the bed had 
now become far too short for me. The 
leader tried his best to bolster me up, by tell
ing me I could be happy that' moment if I 
would only accept of it; but soul-" trouble 
cometh not fortli. of its self; neither doth 
sorrow spring out of the ground." When 
God gives it, who can give peace? My bed 
was now set on fire by these words-" They 
have healed the hurt of the daughter of my 
people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; wlten 
there is no peace." '.l'he battle between flesh 
and Spirit had now began in real earnest; I 
was forced to renounce the whole of my 1or
mer profession, which soon brought down 
upon me a great storm of persecution and 
slander. Weighty as this was, it was light 
in comparison to the hand of God which lay 
upon me day and night. When " the voice 
of the Lord is upon the face of the waters," 
the waters cannot be quiet. Oh, no! Cer
tainly this poor little drop of the bucket 
found it so. The little leaven being hid, 
it must operate. Of course I had now to 
change my company. Alas! where was I 
to find a kindred spirit? If I ventured to 
open my mind to any one I soon found my
self in the same plight as the Church in the 
Songs v. 6, 7; in fact, one told me I "ought 
to be shot." Nevertheless, the Lord has a 
set time to favour Zion ; her times are in His 
hand, not in her own. These truths, I be
lieve, apply to every child of God ; therefore, 
my case was not to be overlooked. 

About this time, as God would have it, 
Mr. Richard Snaith came in to the Forest. 
I heard him speak at a tea-meeting; and 
though some said they did not much fancy 
him (and no marvel, for he had a lull Christ 
for an empty sinner), I felt there was some
thing in him adapted to my case ; I sou~ht 
an opportunity for an interview with h1m1 
and 1 was not disappointed. I now fauna 
myself in company with one who had forded 
the same slough of despond, and, therefore, 
he was the right man to take me by the 
hand. I had been like the poor man who 
fell amongst the thieves; but now the good 
Samaritan had come that way. God bleBB 
Richard Snaith wherever he may go ! It is 
a rare thing to find a man who can tear ua 
to pieces and put us t.ogether again; blessed 
be God, there are such to be found. I be
lieve I was the first to receive the truth from 
this man's lips into my poor broken heart in 
Dean Forest : the first t.o open my door for 
him to preach the Word, and the first of 
his candidates for the despised ordinance. of 
believer's baptism ; and, in connection with 
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him, I first began to preach the Word at 
Cinderford. But, as we " have no abiding 
city here," Providence removed me to Aber
dare, Glnmorgnnsbire, to work at my milling, 
and there I became a local preacher in the 
Glamorgnnshire Association. 

Four years ago I came to this place to take 
charge of n little Church. After preaching 
here a few weeks, the deacon politely in
formed me that I must leave out of my ser
mons the words "chosen" and " election; " 
that was the only objection they had to me, 
and because I did not "give a chance to 
everybody." In fact, I found myself in a 
hot bed of free-will. I preached one more 
sermon from "Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free," and then 
made my bow and left. 01 course I lost a 
little shining dust by this ; but, bleas the 
Lord, I want for nothing, but more grace 
to serve Him. Alter this I had another call 
to speak to a few people meeting two miles 
from here; but soon found myself again in 
a bed too short, for I durst not stretch out 
into the everlasting truths of the everlasting 
Gospel. They had no desire for " the chief 
things of the ancient mountains, and for the 
precious things of the lasting hills." After 
some time we struggled and got an iron 
chapel; but about a fortnight before it was 
oeened, I was given to understand that my 
high sentiments were not to be preached in it. 
.Accordingly, Mr. C. H. Spurgeon was 
applied to for an " energetic young man to 
get up a cause," to be supported by Mr. 
Spurgeon's funds. This was asking Mr. S. 
too much; they soon received a blank. The 
treatment I received, time after time, drove 
me to pray for months that the Lord would 
send me right out of the neighbourhood that 
I might be with the people " everywhere 
spoken against." I little thought the Lord 
would answer my prayer in the strange way 
He has. Behold, the sti·ike in the coal trade 
was the means of sending me into Yorkshire 
-for six long months from my dear wile and 
children in Wales-that, for a time, I might 
be with the very people I so much desired to 
.find. I found some dear friends at Masbro', 
Sheffield, and Barnsley. Brethren Elim, 
Joseph Taylor, and Johnson are men of the 
right sort-" workmen that need not be 
ashamed." Once was I favoured whilst 
there to hear that giant for the truth, Jas. 
Battersby, of St. Simon's, Sheffield. 

And now, through the Lord's tender mercy, 
I am at home again with my family, working 
at my calling all the week, and preaching the 
Word in some place or other nearly every 
Sabbath day. The Lord still opens a door 
for me to hear witness for Him, and when 
He opens, none can shut. Mr. Snaith is a 
witness to much that I have written of my
self when in Dean Forest, and Mr. John 
Meddows, now in London (an old friend of 
yours), can testify to the truth of what I 
have written of this place. He has travelled 
many miles, through sunshine and storm 
(old as he iR in years), to hear me preach. 

JOHN BOLTON, coal-digger, 
12, Garth •ti·eet Pontlottvn 

GlamorganshJe, A.ugusi 2, 1875. 

I have read the Vessel for the last fifteen 
years ; I know not how I should get on 
without it. 

ROCHDALE. 
We advance another step in reporting the 

large meeting in Public Hall, when me~ 
mo1ial stones of Newbold Hall Baptist 
Chapel were laid. We left oft' la.st month at 
the end of Mr. Alderman Tatham's addre&R 
on opening the meeting. We now give 
A DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW CHAPEL. 

Mr. Benjamin Brierley, the secrerary 
stated that the amount already in hand, 0 ; 

promised towards the new buildings, was 
.£!,980 19s. 7td., or in round numbers say 
£2,000, as since the opening of the meeting 
one of their collectors found he had some .£7 
or .£8 in his books. When they first hegan 
building, it was their intention, so far as 
they knew, to build a chapel only; but 
after the old premises on the site had been 
looked over, their architect told them that 
there was sufficient stone to build schools as 
well as a chapel, with the designs altered, 
and that if the two were not gone on with at 
the same time the material would be wasted. 
The committee therefore determined 10 build 
both chapel and schools, and the estimates 
given in for the two amounted to £5,000, so 
that they required to raise a sum of £:.l,000 to 
place them out of debt. He then read the 
description of the buildings by Mr. Potts, of 
Oldham, the architect. The style of the 
buildings is decorative Gothic. The walls will 
be built of stone laced with par-points, having 
dressings of Yorkshire stone. On the Iron t 
elevation there will be the principal entrance 
to the chapel, with three large two-light 
traceried windows over it, and rose windows 
in the gable. Projecting buttresses, sur
mounted with carved octagonal pinnacles, 
will also form promineo t tea tures on this 
elevation. The side-elevation will have two
light traceried windows, divided into bavs bv 
pl'ojecting buttresses. The transepts, pr,~ect: 
ing 10 ft. from the wall of the nave, will have 
three-light traceried windows, and will also 
be provided with side entrances. Internally 
tbe chapel will consist of a nave 66 ft. long 
by 39 It. wide, with transepts on each side 
21ft. 6 in. long by ll ft. 10 in. The roof will 
be of one span, and will be open timbered, 
&c. There will be galleries over the end of 
the chapel and each transept. There will be 
accommodation provided for 440 persons on 
the grouud floor, and 200 persons in the 
gallery, or a total of 640. The schoolroom, 
which will be behind the chapel, will be 59 It. 
by 36 ft., and will also have no open timbered 
root. In addition there will be au infonrs' 
room 22 Ii. 6 in. by 16 ft., ministers' vestry 
16 It. by ll ft. 9 in,, and lour class rooms. 
Accommodation will be provided for 4:ID 
scholars. 

(We shall report further progress soon. 
We think most of our l'eaders will be pleased 
to lay a stone in this new building, from 
wheuce educational and evangelical streams 
will flow.-ED.j 
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WHEN THE HARVEST COMES, 
SHALL WE BE FOUND WHEAT OR 
TAHES? 
DEAR .BROTHER BANKS,-The literal 

and m,·,tical interpretations of the parables 
by "Nemo," inAugust "Vessel," will 
doubtless be appreciated by its numeI'OUS 
readers, inasmuch as the parables and the 
~igns of the times are harmonious, especially 
that of the net. Tens of thousands are 
gathered into the drag-net by carnal policy, 
moral sua~ion, human reason, false doctrine, 
fashionable appearance, and popular delu
sions. The outer court worshippers are 
multitnrlioous; so great is their antipathy to 
the inner court worshippers (i.e., those who 
'JlOSSess Yitai godliness), that if it were not for 
the laws of our land, and the almighty arm 
of the Lord, which restrains the wrath of 
man, we should quick!~- witness the return of 
the persecuting days ol Mary, Bonner, and 
Gardner, and Asaph's fearful prophecy would 
soon be put into execution, where (in Psalm 
lxxxiii. 4) he says, " They have said, Come, 
and let us cut them off from being a nation: 
that the name of Israel may be no more in 
remembrance." When empty formality comes 
in contact with vital Christianity, the col
lision is and will be most tremendous; but, 
ble!'Sed ~e God, ,·ital Curistianity will outride 
every storm, defeat every foe, and be more 
than conqueror at last and for ever-while 
empty formality shall sink as a dream into 
everlasting oblivion. 

The amalgamation of wheat and tares is 
truly awfully alarming, that you scarce 
know one from the other. Oid once Pro
testant England is nearly inundated with 
Poperv, Puseyism, infidelity, and a thousand 
other· delusions, and so it will remain till 
ChrL,t shall come to make the final di vision. 

" Say ye to the righteous that it shall be 
well with him" (Isa. iii. 10). 

T. STRINGER. 

CITY RO A D. - On brother Walter 
James's monthly prayer meeting R. G. 
Ed wards says :-Several earnest prayer'! were 
offered to our Heavenly Father tor the more 
abundant operatio~s Qf' the' Holy Ghost, a~d 
blessings of sovereign grace to be commum
cated to all His sent servants, and all His 
Churches throughout the land. Special 
nrayer was made for the Editor of the 

· 1• Earthen Vessel," and for the cause with 
which he is connected at Speldhurst road. 
After these petitions, the address by Mr. 
R. G. Edwards was from 1 Kings viii. 55,
" And Solomon stood and blessed all the con
gregation of Israel with a loud voice," which 
blessing consisted in praising Jehovah for the 
rest that He had given to His people, W'
cording to all that He had promise,!, and that 
was a present rest by faith in Christ, and a 
future with Him for ever and ever. It also 
contained a gratelul testimon:y that there ~ad 
not failed oue word of all HIS good promJSe. 
The remainder of Solomon's blessing is in 
supplications for blessings on Israel. '."his 
exhibits to us the value of prayer meetmgs 
such as we hold from month to month-that 
in testifying oft,he faithfulneB& of ou1· cove-

nnnt-performing God, and in a few of His 
saints meeting together for spel'lal prayer 
for increased blessings upon all His Churches. 
This is indeed " blessing Israel." Surely, 
then, these meetings should he prized. 
Philosophers tell us that they can weigh this 
ponderous Riobe to the greatest nicety in a 
very small room : this is a trifle compared 
to what God's praying children can accom
plish, meeting together tor special pmyer to 
Him to whom the Psalmist said, "0 Thou 
that hearest prayer," &c. 

BRIXTON TABERNACLE.-Our an
niversary services were held July 25 and· 
August 2. Sermons by brethren Lawrence 
and T. Stringer. We had excellent tea, 
given by the ladies. Our hearts rejoiced to 
see so manv come to our help. The lionoured 
deacons ot' Heaton road, Peckham; several 
of their friends ; some of our old friends 
from Bow, Limehouse, Pimlico, and Poplar, 
were present. The evening meeting was a 
good one. The hearts of all must have 
rejoiced at the great things spoken by our 
brethren C. W. Banb, Battson, Kemp, 
Stringer, and Lawrence. Our brother Sack 
came to bid us God-speed, and opened the 
meeting by imploring the Divine blessing. 
HIS prayer was full of savour, and the 
speeches of the brethren were full of life and 
truth. lfo one could be · present without 
feeling a blessed spirit of unity existed among 
us. Our collections towards the new Sunday 
school amounted to £14 10s., including 
two guineas from Miss Andrews; and I may 
say, on behalf of tb~ family, they have 
been a good help to us ever since· I have 
been at Brixton. The Lord reward them. 
Thanks to all friends for their kindness, and 
ten thousand thanks to Him who has helped 
us to raise another Ebenezer to His praise. 
His blessing he with you and all who love 
His dear name in sincerity and truth. 
So prays, yours to serve, C. CORNWELL. 

HOXTON.-Third anniversary services 
at " Bethel,'' Newton street, were July 25th 
and 27th. Sermons were preached by 
brethren Osmond (the pastor), Vaughan, 
and G. Webb. On Tuesday, after tea, a 
public meeting. Mr. Langford implored the 
divine blessing; Mr. Osmond presided. He 
said the cost of fitting up the chapel was 
£600, £300 had been paid. Present number 
of mem hers, 70; added by baptism 27 ; 
others waiting; received from other Churches 
20 ; removed by death 5 ; leaving a clear 
increase of 42. They were living together in 
the unity of the Spirit, and in the bond of 
peace. One brother cast in hie lot with us, 
being drawn towards us, because he saw much 
brotherly love among them. The theme for 
the evening was," 1'he Fruit of the Spirit." 
W. Webb discoursed on Love; Mr. Dea1·ely 
on Longsuffering; Mr. Griffiths on Gentle
neBB; Mr. G. Webb, Goodness; Mr. Dalli
more, Meekness. " All hail the power of 
Jesus' name," &c., and prayer clo•ed up 
another little foretaste. W. B. 
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OUR CHURCHES IN "THE BLACK 
COUNTRY." 

EPISTLES TO APPELLES.-No. I. 
MT DEAR APPELLEs, - I am com

manded to salute you as being "approved in 
Christ;" and sure I am, as you belong to the 
election ol gmce, anrl are one of the chosen, 
redeemed, und sanctified ones, your experi
ence in the wilderness will lead you to the 
conclusion that there is approbation nowhere 
else. The world will condemn you and cast 
you out as evil; mere empty proles.sors will 
reject you ; and be not dismayed when some 
ot' your own brethren, who contend for their 
particular sect or party, will smite vou, and, 
added to this, your own heart, a· thousand 
times and in an endless variety of ways, will 
cast you down, nod the accuser ol the 
brethren will be at your right hand to resist; 
but the Lord God of Israel will give thee faith 
to 'triumph over all, and enable thee to say, 
" Accepted in the .Beloved; " and though 

" From sinner and from saint 
You will meet with many a blow,n: 

all, all must ultimately work for thy good 
-yea, already wol'ks-for " we know that 
all things work together tor good, to them 
that love God, to them who are the .called 
according to His purpose." 

As you are born 01 the Spirit of God, and 
called to tile solemn work ot the ministry, 
to be God's mouth in dividing the precious 
from the vile, my desire is that you may 
help them much which have believed through 
grace-rejoice with them that rejoice, and 
weep wiu, them that weep; be made to His 
tried, afflicted, tempest-tossed, perplexed, 
and hara-.;ed ones a great blessing. 

You will oftenti,nes be led to cry with 
great earnestness to Him who is thy and 
their Refuge, Succour, and Support; and 
the more you a1·e led to speak and tell out of 
thine own hea1·t of His wond..,,us faithful
ness, and how, 

" Through this weary pilgrimage 
He hath all our father.:1 led,,, 

you will_ find strength renewed, faith triumph, 
the devil cast down, God exalted, victo1·y 
obtained, and look forward to the end-eter
nal glory. 

I have many things to say unto you but 
you cannot bear witb them yet and 'for a 
ti~e, I forbear. In my next I purpo;e ful
filling my promise (it it is the Lord's will 
a~d gooil pleasure) to give you some account 
ol the Churches in that black part of the 
world, called .Birmingham and the Black 
C~untry;. but you must not have pre-con
ce1ved_ uot1ous in your own mind because the 
place 1S black, smJky, and dirty, that all the 
people are the_same; on the contrary, there 
are some as hm· as the curtains ot Solomon 
beil:'g approved in Chri•t, are pronounced by 
then· heaveuly Father without spot, blemish, 
or any such thiug. It is natural for you to 
ask what authority I have to inform you. 
.Mt reply is the dir~ct command in the Book 
- Walk about Zion, and go round about 
her: tell th~ towers thereof. Mark ye well 
her bulwark,, conoider her palaces; that ye 

may tell it to the generation following." Till 
then allow me to wish you rhe rich consola
tioni of Zion, and suh-rn·ihe myself, 

AN OLD DISCIPLE. 

CLAPHAM.-At Mr. ·Hall's annivel'!lary, 
July 6, 1875," Prayer, praise and preaching," 
as we shewed last mouth, had each an equal 
portion of time. At many meetings prayer 
i• almost neglected. Mr. Hall set us all a 
a good example. Early that morning those 
words, " Praise waiteth for Thee, 0 Uod, in 
Zipn," entered his heart; anrl, during the 
day, the Divine presence rendered the praise 
harmonious and precious. Soon after two 
the afternoon meeting commenced, when 
brethren Rowe, Miuton, Hudson, R. G. 
Edwards, and others, assisted. Mr. Meeres 
(who has been the steady, honourable, and 
patient pa.•tor of the Bermondsey Baptist 
Church since 1845-a period ot thirty years
where he is deservedly esteemed) preached in 
the afternoon from Paul's words-" That I 
may know Him," &c. (Pliil. iii. 10). Like 
the excellent Puritans, Mr. Meeres read 
himselt and his hearers well up through all 
the antecedents of Paul's hi-tory, and the 
origin of the Church at Philippi, into the 
bowels of this ocean-like text; and when he 
was fairly and fully in the centre of it, he 
threw out and opened up the four rolls of 
spiritual truth which he Jound there-viz. : 
a Knowledge," "Power," "Fellowship," 
and "Conformity." We suppose there is 
not another minister in the metropolis, on 
our side, who has travelled through a 
pastorate of thirty years, with one Church, 
more pleasantly than brother Meeres has 
been tavoured to do. He began quietly, 
humbly, truthfully, and consistently. He 
has never shot up into the galleries of 
popularity and creature applause; neither 
bas he ever been left to siuk into the low 
valleys of despondency or dark despair. We 
do not know that be ever had an affliction, 
or what the world calls a misfortune, in his 
lile, An enemy, or a persecutiug toe, never 
dared to cross his path, As his life, so is 
his ministry. He has not the four-fold ap
pearance of the Cherubim; nothing of the 
eagle, soaring dangerou:--ly high ; not much 
of J acob's lion, couching down; nor is the 
laborious ox very conspicuous; but if you 
watch brother Meeres wueu he is preaching. 
you see the lace of a muu; the sympathies of 
a man; the gentleness aud tenderness of the 
man ; the wisdom anti decision of the man ; 
the carefulness and perseverance ol the man. 
\Ve never knew him to make a mistake in 
his life: he thiuks well betore he speaks; he 
looks before he leaps; be has, by grace, 
" acknowledged the Lord iu all his ways, 
and a mercilul P1'0vide11ce bas directed his 
steps." Like the nncieut :C:cotch bishop, 
brother Meeres may most appropriately read 
Psalm ciii. every night, "fron) the ~t 
word until the last." Never, hke David, 
bunted on the mountains; nor, like Jonah, 
in the belly of hell ; 1w1·, like P~te~, deuying 
his Lord; but more hke 1hul d1sc1ple whom 
Jesus loved our brothe1· Meeres has been 
"looking (~If) unto Jesus," uutil the know-
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ledge of His name, the power of His grace, 
the fellowship ot His Gospel, and conformity 
to His conquests over sin, have become the 
home blessing'!', the household words, the 
daily mercies of this excellent servant of 
Christ. [We enjoy the review of Clapham 
anniversary, so hope to return to it next 
month.] 

M ATFIELD GREEN, KENT. 
Monday, July 19, fifty-eighth anniversary 

of Sunday school was commemorated. The 
usual treat of a well-supplied tea tor children 
and friends was numerously attended. 
Public meeting in evening. Chair was 
occupied by our minister, Mr. J. Flory, who 
made some general remarks upon Sunday 
schools, showing the imtruction should be 
strictly in unison with Bible teaching. The 
theme of teachers should be " Christ;" 
their aim, instrumentally, the present and 
eternal sah·ation of the children; the end, 
the glory of God. Baptist Sunday school 
teachers had a distinctive call not to overlook 
the teaching of, especially the elder children, 
that baptism is by immersion, and for 
believers only in the Lord Jesus. Mr. Flory 
instanced case ol ministers of Jesus Christ 
ha,·in!!' been brou!!'ht to know the Lord by 
God's blessing on Lord's-day schools. 

Mr. Etheridge, senior deacon, spoke upon 
the noble work of the teacher to elevate 
naturally and spiritually the children by 
their efforts to teach them what is naturally 
and reli!l,"iously good. 

Mr. H ugget spoke of the exalted nature 
of the teacher's work as only second to the 
preaching of the Gospel, of his love to the 
cause, although he had not been engaged in 
the work so Jong as some of the friends who 
had been there for thirty or forty years. 

Mr. Obden said he loved Sunday schools, 
thereby God harl brought him to think about 
his sins and the salvation of his soul. He 
had to learn in the Catechism ( suppose Dr. 
Watts's), the question, "What do our sins 
deserve and merit?" Answer, "They 
deserve and merit the eternal wrath of God." 
This question and answer so wrought on his 
mind, he had no peace till brought to believe 
in .Jesus as the Saviour of His soul. He also 
pa,s€d on to urge the importance of teaching 
the truth in resp 0 ct to the new birth, which 
was not by the rights of men, especially that 
which claimed to make them " reg-enerate, 
anu inhel'itors of the king-dom of heaven," 
&c., which was either true or false; which, 
being false, was a solemn mockery in the 
sig-ht of God. 0 Lord, lead professed 
Christians to fear thus to mock Thee the 
heart-searching God. 

After the hymn, 
'"There.-- is a foUDtain filled with blood," &c., 

the meeting closed with prayer. J. F. 

BIRMINGHAM.-"A Traveller" says: 
".Hruther '1'homas James :Messer, during 
some of the July Sundays. has been preaching· 
in 'l'bomas Drew's chapel, in Charlotte street; 
and some of the Birmingham folk enjoyed 
the veteran warrior very much." [ We do 
indeed thank God for His me1·cy in keeping 

this Catholic-spirited and energetic servant 
so long in the field. Mr. Messerl1as, through 
rich gmce, spent more than half-a-century 
in sounding the silver trumpet of the Gospel 
in all parts of Great Britain and Scotland. 
The firmness of the oak, with the tenderness 
of the vine, in his constitution and in his 
ministry, are usefully blended. We hope all 
our Churches, who are without pastors, will 
be favoured to hear him ere he leaves this 
land of sin and error. J 

A LITTLE TASTE OF TABOR'S 
MOUNT. 

MY DEAR c. w. BANKB,-After my 
long journey I arrived safely home, and 
found all well, and all the friends enquired 
most affectionntely after you. They. Jong 
for your presence again among us; it will 
~e a long time before your visit to the North 
IS forgotten by them. You spoke of my 
coming 300 miles to your meetings. Had I 
anticipated they would have been as grand 
as they were, I would have gone 600 miles, 
and thought my labour well spent, and the 
sacrifice a mere trifle, compared to the good 
result. I cannot lay any of my criticisms 
before you, because sometimes I was carried 
quite out of myself, especially at the morning 
service, I felt the Lord was with us, whi~h 
amply repaid me for my journey. Bnt oh, 
sir, to leave that rich pasture, where the 
flock reclines at noon beside the gushing 
rills, and come to this barren land, a land of 
drought and sterility, my soul recoiled at. 
When I heard thnse men of God : Messer, 
Winters, Cornwell, Frith, &c., describe the 
Spirit's work, I inwardly thanked the Lord 
he had not left Himself without witnesses; 
they touched a chord in my beart which 
lifted me into the third heaven; I forgot the 
world with all its carping cares, and ~ighed, 
"Oh, what will it be to be there." 

You have been, my dear brother, a faithful 
witness for the truth of God. May you bear 
at the great day that blessed sentence, 
" Thou hast been faithful over a few things, 
I will make thee ruler over many things : 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." And 
may I be there, although I many times 
doubt I shall ever reach the goal where the 
wilderness worry is ended; but I rely upon 
a faithful God who has said, I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee. May you and I, 
my dear brother, realise our oneness with 
Him, and that all His promises are ours. 

I am, in the bonds of love and truth, yours 
truly DAVID VERNON. 

P.S.-Thanks for" Cheering Words." 

I PS W IC H.-E. Samuels, of Sleaford, 
preached in Thomas Poock's pulpit on Lord's
day, July 18. He spread a spiritual least 
for our Lord's travelle1·s to the holy bill 
country. I believe all beard with comfort, 
joy and satisfaction. But, since you, John 
Bloomfield, John Pelis, poor James Nunn, 
and other witnesses stood here, we have seen 
very many changes. Believe1·s in CJ11'ist are 
afflicted in every way. "Neither know we 
what to do!" I am your• faithfully, 

A SUFFOLK T!WTH-S.IIJ!KER. 
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JUBILEE SERVICES. 
EBENEZER BAPTIST CHAPE~ 

BRIGHTON, 
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-1 have very much 

11leasure in sendiol!' for insertion in the 
Barthen Veaael the following particulars 
.of the jubilee services held in commemora
tion of the opening of Ebenezer Baptist 
chapel, Richmond street, Bright.on, August 
9 and 10, 1875. 

The services commenced on Monday even
ing, at 6.30, with a prayer meeting: the 
prayers being interspersed with singing a 
verse or two of appropriate hymns and short 
addresses by brethren Virgoi of Wivelsfield; 
Webb, of Camden Town, ondon; Payne, 
Light, and Boxell, of Brighton; the pastor, 
Mr. Israel Atkinson, presided, and a truly 
heart-cheering and long-to-be-remembered 
season it was. The brethren prayed with 
fervour. Some of the speakers, having been 
connected with the cause almost from its 
-commencement, related interesting incidents 
respecting its rise and progl.'ess, shewing the 
present holders of office are not wholly un
worthy to be successors of the noble band 
who begun the cause, headed by the late Mr. 

.Jose_Ph Sedgwick, under whose eloquent 
mimstrations, affectionate, painstaking pas
toral care for twenty-nine years the cause 
progressed and flourished, there being, at the 
time of bis decease, upwards of 200 members 

-on the Church books. Considering the 
changes incident to this life by death, re
movals in providence, and failings of every 
kind, from so small a beginning as nine 
members, it will be considered a noble climax. 

His highly-esteemed and justly-beloved 
widow still survives him, being now old and 
full of days; but looking and expecting ere 
long to join those who are not lost but gone 
before-to use her own words, in writing to 
us a short time since," Faint, yet pursuing." 
We are thankful to relate that an annual 

-collection has been made on her behalf ever 
. since the death of her much-beloved husband. 
"The memory of the just is blessed." 

On Tuesday morning, at 11 o'clock, Mr. 
Atkinson commenced by giving out Psalm 
12~ (Dr. Watts). Mr. Crowther, of Leeds, 
bemg the preacher for the morning, read for 
th_e lesson, Isaiah xiv.; then prayed-which 
will not be soon forgotten. Another hymn 
(339, Rippon) wassung,and the preacher took 
for his text, J~r. ix. 23, 24, very solemnly 
and ably shewmg that all worldly wisdom 
ea~thly riches, secular attainments aud ac~ 

· qmrements of every kind must be !aid aside• 
ye~, that. there. is nothing in the materiai 
umverse m winch a Christian may glory 
hut shewed very preciously a man might and 
should glory in the fact that he understood 
and knew God, and that He is Lord of all. 
The preacher gave a very beautiful definition 
of the difference between underslanding anel 
knowl<:<Jge: we understand upon the hil!"h 
authol'lty an~ teaching·s of God Himself; we 
know accordmg to our experience, and might 
glory In such knowledge-taking for his 
.theme ~he nttri_butes of Jehovah, in which 
the be_heve~· dehghted to revel and glory. 

Lovmgkmdness being n compound word, 

he showed among other things love to the 
object produced kindness to help. Judgment 
on separation was dwelt very solemofy on, 
but he shewed very sweetly all is done in 
righteousness and equity, in which Jehovah 
delights. Then followed the singing of 
hymn 385 (Rippon), and the closing prayer 
-a season long to be remembered. 

In the afternoon at three o'clock the 
service commenced by singing hymn 341 
(Rippon), and Mr. Hazelton, of London, read 
lor the lesson Heh. ix., ao<l prayed. Hymn 
344 being sung, Mr. Hazelton took for his 
text Matt. i. 21, very preciously dwelling 
upon the name "Jesus," it being the most 
comprehensive name either in heaven or 
earth. It was, indeed, a glorious sermon, 
and will doubtless be printed, having been 
taken down verbatim by his own reporter. 
Hymn 173 was then sung, and the prayer 
brought this highly interesting and profitable 
service to a close. 

At five o·elock about 300 friends partook 
of tea in the noble schoolroom. 

At 6.30 a platform meeting in the chapel, 
presided over by the pastor, commenced by 
singing, "Kindred in Christ," &c. This 
done, Mr. Webb, of London, invoked the 
Divine blessing; after which, the president 
gave an outline of the history of the Church 
trom its commencement in 1824. He then 
called on Mr. Crowther to give an address, 
when one of the deacons arose and, apolo
gising for thrusting himself on the attention 
of the meeting, at once addressed himself to 
the pastor in a few appropriate remarks, 
presenting to him, in the name and on the 
behalf of the Church and congregation, a 
purse containing £!7; which being suit
ably and affectionately acknowledged, Mr. 
Crowther took for his subject Psalm cxix. 165. 
Mr. Bax, of St. N eots, followed io a few well
chosen remarks; and Mr. Bardens, of Hayes, 
.!\Iiddlesex, addressed the meeting from 
Ephesians v. 27, also PsaJmcxxii. 7. Mr • 
Styles, of London, followed with a concise 
and well-digested address, founded on the 
second lake storm, shewing yery prettily 
while the disciples were lhere in that ter
rible storm toiling and rowing, "Jesus was 
on the mountain-top praying." 

The pastor followed witu a few concluding 
remarks, and Mr. Crowther clc>Sed with an 
earnest, affectionate and warm-hearted prayer 
that heaven's best blessings might rest on the 
whole proceedings; on the pastor, deacons, 
Church, and congregation ; also that there 
might be n blessed future before us. Two 
verses of hymn 157 (RippQn) was then sung, 
and thus closed n very happy day, which 
makes us say and sing,-

u If such the sweetne~s of the streams, 
What must the Fountain b•?" 

The collections, with the profits from tea 
meeting, were £25, which goes _towards_ the 
fund for keeping the chapel m efficient 
repair. Yours in Go-pel bonds, 

THOMAS BOXELL, 

DEAR BROTHER llANKS,-1 did not see 
you although I looked tor you, aud should 
lmv; been very pleased if you had mat with 
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us. Brother Virgo was going to entertain 
you. My reporter disappointed me, so I 
have sent ~-ou the enclosed from my own 
pencil, h~ping you may be satisfied with it, 
and be able to find space for it in next month's 
"Vessel.'' 

I am, my dear brother, with Christian love, 
yours in Jesus, THOMAS BOXELL. 

THE POOR PRRACHER: HIS PAINS 
AND PENALTIES. 

In January "Ve8Sel," a suggestion from 
Mr. Bunyan McCure was" hailed with holy 
joy," founded on :Scripture-I Cor. xvi. 2-
" Upon the first day ol the week," &c.; and, 
although the matter may be considered to 
refer to pnstors settled over Churches, yet I 
think it as m ueh appertains to godly ministers 
who go from place to place, according to 
apostolic arrangement, to dispense the Word 
of Life. If each member and spiritual 
hearer and Jo,·er of truth in every cause 
would act upon and carry into practice the 
admonition given: "Upon the first day of 
the week Jet every one of you lay by in 
store as God bath prospered him." If every 
one would practise what is here taught, what 
would be the result? The weekly offerings 
in each place would make a fund, and, whether 
small or great, it would be as the Lord had 
prospered them ; therefore as applicable to 
the poo~est as well as to the wealthier 
causes. 

To what should this fund be appropriated? 
To afford the means of practising what is 
contained in the following Scriptures:-" If 
he ministers to them in spiritual, they should 
minister to him of their carnal things. The 
labourer is worthy ol his hire." If God says 
be is worthy of it, then it must he so; but 
does he receive it? is it given him? Let the 
following facts answer the question. 

A labourer is hired; one who preaches and 
r,ractices all that is contended for in the 
' Vessel," with all faithfulness, speaking 

according to the oracles of God, and minister
ing as of the ability God giveth him. He 
may have to travel a long, or it may be a 
short distance; but whether long or short, 
at the close of bis day's labour a small pittance 
is placed in his hand, with a hall kind of 
sbamefacedness, and to palliate the matter, 
an apology-" We are a poor cause; we are 
but a small people, and can't afford more." 
The labourer may be too modest to look at 
the amount given and count it before them. 
When he does count it, be finds very little, if 
any, in excess of his travelling expenses per 
rail, only third class: he has walked from 
bis home to the station, perhaps two or thl'ee 
miles, and has consumed so much of the 
pittance received that all be has left for him
self is, in some cases, one penny, in some 
one s!Jilling and sixpence, and in vel'y rare 
instances ten shillings; but, as a l'Ule, it 
seldom exceeds five or six sliillings. 

Look at these labourers in their homes: 
nothing to depend u pan for the support of 
wile, child, or r,hildren; many of them very 
poor; t!Jeir emplo)'ment uncertain -some 
weeks not earning ten shillings : yet they 

mu~t appear in such clothes ns will give them 
an air ofrespectabilit~. But whathave they 
to pay rent and provide this additional cost of 
l'aiment? 

The above will shew how great must be 
the anxiety, the agony of mind, a conscien
tious man is called, at times to endure, much 
of which would be spared him, if the precepts
referred to were duly considered and put in 
pl'actice. 

One other class of labourers are tradesmen 
who are occupied, perhaps, till twelve o'clock 
on Saturday night. Weary und worn he 
retires about one. The toil and anxiety of 
the past day, and a deep concern touching 
the labour before him, may deprive him of 
refreshing sleep: at all events, the morning 
comes. Let us follow him. He rises between 
five. and six, or six and seven; walks two or 
three miles to the station; no omnibus so• 
early, a cab too expensive ; travels thirty 
or forty miles by rail; then, as the case may 
be, either walks a mile or two, or travels in 
an open trap-perhaps in cold and rain ; 
reaches his destination just in time to enter 
the pulpit; service over, walks some dis
tance to the friend's house to dine; re-enters 
the pulpit for the afternoon service, as is the· 
custom in some villages; retums to take 
tea; then service again ; no time to lose; 
re-enters the trap to be in time for the last 
train to Loudon, !>ecause he must be in bis 
business on Monday; reaches his home about 
eleven, or later, worn-out with fatigue. 
Still further let us trace this labourer. Mon-· 
day morning anives; imperative duty calls 
him up; exhausted, he is almost chained 
down to bis pillow; be struggles tbrough1 
commences his toil, not with energies equal 
to these times of competition. He has the 
same labour before him the next Sabbath 
day, and as he cannot rush heedlessly into· 
the work, be wants time to read the Word, 
meditate, and pray, that he may be equipped 
with all necessary good things to feed the 
flock whom God has purchased with His 
own blood. So tbatofttimes his thoughts, that 
should be on his own worldly interests, are 
abRorbed in spiritual things, not only for his 
own soul, but for the interests of Zion. 
Thus, in order that he may, as God's mouth, 
instrumentally feed the flock, be sacrifices 
much of his temporal interests, exhausts his 
bodily powers, and relinquishes every social 
comfort. 

If these sacrifices are made by those who 
labour, then certainly they have a claim on 
the sympathies of those for whom they thus 
~pend their strength; and it is a Scriptural 
obligation laid down, that if they reap of· 
spirituals, they ought freely to communicate 
of their temporal things. To those Churches 
who really do all that their united efforts 
enable them to do, the suggestion does not 
apply; but to those who do not, I hope it 
will be as a voice from God to stir them up · 
to the exercise of kindness, sympathy, and 
liberality to the faithful labourers in the vine
ya1·d of our Lord and l:'aviour Jesus Christ, 
whether settled over one body, or journe)'ing 
from place to place; so tllat it may be spoken 
of our Chu1-clies what is written ol the 
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Churches of Macedonia,-" How that in 
great afflictions the abundance of their joy 
and their deep poverty abounded unto the 
riches of their liberality," &c., &e. 

I know a poor woma11 who never allows 
a week to pass over her head without laying 
ia store out of her very small earnings a 
certain portion for the cause of God, at the 
cost of much sell-denial. "Go thou and do 
likewise," and a rich reward will be the 
result both to giver and receiver. 

Charles street, R. WHEELER. 
Middlesex Hospital. 

IS ENGLAND RIPENING FOR 
JUDGMENT? 

"Cut It down : why cumbereth It the ground ? " 
These warning words, now sent In love, re-

ceive, 
And, with a reverential fear, believe; [tlon 
May'st thee and thine escape that condemna
Hast'nlng upon our guilty English nation. 

Is it not visible to every enlightened mind, 
to every patient, praying, Christ-loving saint 
-is it not clear that the professin!(' Churches 
are now in great commotion ? Are they not 
all in haste, pressing on to some momentous 
climax? Is it not as though, in the yet far 
distant, there was the sound breaking upon 
some ears," Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; 
go ye out to meet Him?" 

Is there not much in the recent and present 
movements ot professing Protestants which 
tells you that the seventh verse of the twenty
fifth of Matthew is, at least, gradually com
mencin!I'? Are we not on the eve of that 
emphatic index, " Then all those virgins 
arose, and trimm~d their lamps? " 

The wise virgins may be the last really to 
wake up. If those who know the truth, 
and by such knowledge are free from the 
three-fold old leaven which the Spirit of 
God purgeth out wherever He cometh-I 
mean the old leaven of heart-hypocrisy; the 
old leaven of every deadly heresy; and the 
old leaven of a fleshly and wicked profanity 
-if the wise virgins are those who have the 
saving knowledge of a Three-One God in 
their souls-and, I believe, they are the only 
truly wise people in this world-then, with 
nil their wisdom and life, they are really like 
people almost, but not altogether, asleep, 
while those who hold forth Arminian errors 
are stirring and acting under the influence 
of some fear and feeling that, in the past, 
tl1ey and everybody else have been wrong, 
and now they must be up and "trim their 
lamps" without loss of time. All the ex
citement of the last twenty years is like 
people half awake in a fright. 

At the Bt·ixton Tabernacle the other 
evening I dared, of necessity, to express a 
conviction that, aA reg-ards the professing 
Protestant Church in Great Britain, the 
Lord had for some time been crying out, 
" Cut it down: why cumbereth it the 
ground? " At the same time some souls 
are cryin_g out, "Lord, let it alone this year 
also, until we shall dig about it," &c. Some 
young gentle1non gnve a smile of contempt 
thinking J was getllnp; old and nervous· but 
I appeal to all who have watched the de'cline 

of Protestantism during the last half-a
century, and I ask them, Has there not been 
a " cut it down " in every direction ? And 
now the Pope and the Cardinal distinctly 
declare they will "cut it down." The 
Jesuits and the Ritualists are cutting it 
down; the Nonconformist•, almost to a man, 
by the denial of the doctrines of grace, the 
Open Communion and free-will Churches, 
the annihilators of ordinances and Church
government, the proud sword of slander, 
and a thousand delusions beside, all, all are 
carrying out the awful commission, "Cut it 
down: why cum bereth it the ground? " At 
the Brixton Tabernacle meeting, Mr. Thos. 
Stringer, in one of the most energetic 
speeches I ever beard him deliver, declared 
the decree had gone forth, the spouse of 
Chmt is safe in Him, but Protestantism is 
doomed. 

Archbishop Usher's dying prophecy may 
not yet be fulfilled; John Bunyan's" Ruin 
of Antichrist" is not realised ; Dr. John 
Owen's prediction is as true as the Bible ; 
James Wells on chapter eleven of Revelation 
is clearly proved. To these and other wit
nesses I will ask my readers' attention, if 
grace be given to C. W. B. 

OUR AUSTRALIAN MAILS. 
We have papers, pamphlets, letters, &c.

all shall receive due attention. We have not 
yet heard when ].\fr. Daniel Allen will reach 
England. We hope it may not be long 
delayed. His fifth anniversary is briefly 
recorded as follows:-

" PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCH, 
CASTLEREAGH STREET.-A tea and public 
meeting was held in the above place of 
worship on Tuesday, June 1, 1875, to celebrate 
the filth anniversary of D. Allen's pastorate. 
There was a large irathering. The pastor 
presided. .After introductory remarks, with 
reference to his labours amongst them during 
the past five years, he called upon the 
secretary, Mr. S. Cottam, to read the report, 
which stated they had evident proofs of much 
prosperity in their midst, both as regarded 
spiritual growth and larirely increased con
gregations, the latter being the result, in a 
great measure, of the pastor's incessant 
labours outside the Church. They had to 
mourn the death ot two of their brethren, in 
one of whom, the late G. H. Middenway, 
the Church bad sustained a great loss. Cor
respondence was then read by the secretary 
with reference to Chevalier Grassi and his 
labours in Rome, to whom their pastor bad 
remitted about £90, collected by him for that 
purpose. The treasurer, Mr. J. Ford, then 
read the balance-sheet for the past financial 
year. From Ibis it appeared that the ~x
penditure had been unusually heavy, owmg 
to the many alterations, improvernen1s, and 
repairs that had been effect~d, both. ID a1;1d 
outside the chapel; but no.tw1thstandmg th1S, 
through the great liberality of the members 
and friends, the 1·eceipts bad ~xceeded the 
expenditure leaving a balance m the hands 
ot the treasJrerof£2717s. nd. A collection 
was then made, which realised the sum of 
£15 15s. 4d., which sum, together with th€ 
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proceeds from the sale of tickets, was voted 
as a gift to the pastor. The meeting was 
after"•ards addressed by Mr. John Mills, and 
pastor J. Hicks, of Ryde. The choir, under 
the leadership of Mr. S. Dickson, was very 
efficient. Votes of thanks were accorded to 
the committee ot ladies who bad superintended 
the arrangements for the tea, and to Miss 
Louisa Allen for her gratuitous service at the 
harmonium during the past two years; and 
to Mr. S. Dickron, who has for many years 
held gratuitously the leadership of the choir. 
The meeting was closed by singing and the 
pastor pronouncing the benediction." 

The following original lines are from Mr. 
Daniel Allen's own pen:-
FIFTH AXN!YERSARY OF My PASTORATE IN 

SY.ONEY. 

June Is~ 187 5. 
Five years have past away 
Since to your midst I came; 
How Rwcet the precious thought, 
Our love remains the same. 

How kind the hand, hmv great the grace, 
Which thus sustain us in our race. 

Throughout the year that's past 
Our God has faithful pro"red; 
Bis promise cannot fail, 
Nor e\Ter be removed. 

Thus in His temple we abide, 
·Our e"<ery need is well supplied. 

We thank Him for His care 
Of such poor worms as we; 
We praise Him for the good 
We now in Ziou see: 

Some saved~ some blest.i some help"d in need; 
And some on heavenly manna feed. 

Some have crossed the stream 
And reached the land we love; 
They leave our courts below 
And join the ranks above. 

-Our lo~s is their eternal gain, 
As Chr~t the Lord for them was slain. 

We praise the lo,,ing Lord, 
Who kept them by l:i is power; .ii 
ae saved them by His grace 
In death's tremendous hour 

In du::;t their frames now slumbering lie; 
Their souls a.re with the Lord on high. 

Let prayer ascend to God, 
That every vacant place 
May soon be well supplied 
\\.,.itb i,;innt?rs saved by grace. 

Let boll.lld.Je:is mercy. bring the seed, 
For whom the Saviour died indeed. 

We thank you for your love,· 
Vl e thank you for your aid, • 
We thank you for kind words 
When trembling and afraid. 

We blei:;i:; the God who gives such grace 
To fallen sons of Adam's race. 

The poor have been supplied, 
Old Rome has felt the grace 
.By which the heart is moved 
Tuward8 the chosen race. 

The ruewory of this love shall stand 
On tlie blei:.t plains of Jesul:i' land. 

Foul malice, with its i:.trife, 
The Lord has kept away; 
TLe bitter pangs it brings 
Nu won.al man can say. 

But, Oh, how Hweet where g1·aces reign, 
Thruugl.J Christ, the Lamb, Jur sinnerH r:;lain! 

Our h~a.Jth the Lord has given, 
Alway1:> to till our place: 
What debLUris to His hand! 
Wha.L debtorl:i to His grace!! 

How kind Hie heart I how elroug Hie arm! 
Which thus sustains and ohiolde front hM'm. 

Thus ntercy holds ua up, 
And mingles with our woes: 
Mercy will boar us through, 
Aud mnquish all our foes. 

Mercy silo.II guard our Zion well, I 
And keep ne safe, lu spite of hell. 

To Mercy's arms I cast 
The shepherd and the sheep ; 
My charge with Him I leave 
Whose eyelids never sleep. 

Great Shepherd, keep this little flock 
Well fed by streams beneath the Rock. 

DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

KENT AND SUSSEX.-First anniver
sary services of Sti·ict Baptist Church wor
shipping in High street, Margate, was on 
Sunday, July 25. Sermons by C. W. Banks. 
Attendance and collections very good. Some 
dew. Next day a grateful review of God's 
abounding mercy unto some took place in 
Hastings. We knew Hastings when she 
was small. " Old Hastings '' had only two 
men who were considered "sound "-the 
poor hatter, in his upper. room, and dear old 
Master Fenner, in his select and sacred 
chapel. At the Conference C. W. Banks 
said : " When I first came to Hastings the 
poor hatter preacher had been terribly stung 
by Satan, and to the day of his death the 
wound never got thoroug-hly healed. As. for 
the blessed ' :Fenner,' he was then a young 
man ; he had a long course in the ministry ; 
he was exceedingly careful of his pulpit and 
of his people.'' But when C. W • .Banks was 
challenged by" An Old Hastings Fisherman " 
as to the good, the practical benefits con
ferred by such men, be declined to answer. 
Mr. Grasder knew better. C. W. B!Qlks 
had known old Hasting~ nearly fifty years. 
He preached the late Mr. Abbott's funeral 
sermon; he sent the late R. Searle there to 
minister; bnt "our Churches" certainly 
never have been very successJul in Hastings 
in winning souls unto Christ. Mr. Vinall, 
at the Tabernacle anniversary, delivered ex
perimental discourses. Mr. Hull by some is 
well received; but of" the Croft" and "the 
Square," llll represented, we cannot now 
quote. Cuckfield anniversary, Tuesday, 
July 27, was a day of pleasing reminiscences 
at our old Baptist chapel. One of our 
sweetly-scented " brethren,'' a sound divine, 
cautioned people against attending Cuckfield 
anniversary. Very cool! What potentates 
of power some stars imagine themselves to 
be ! The fact is, poor mudlarks like us 
never can fully estimate the value of these 
stars-" Greek" studios shine so brilliantly 
in the eyes of some. When the time for 
service commenced at Cuckfield the chapel 
was filled. Mr. Boxell read out the hymns 
with solemn expressiveness, which made us 
teel their happy usefulness. C. W. Banks 
preached from 2 Cor. xi. 31: "1'he God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is 
blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not." 
In the tents on the meadows a ho.•t of friends 
took tea· and in the evenh•g Mi·. Glaskin, 
of Bond ;treet Bapti•t ..:t1apcl, in Brigl1ton, 
gave us the eonlession and consolation of the 
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true Christian from the words-" I am poor 
and needv; but the Lord thinketh upon me." 
It WOii a 0 beautiful atrlng of pearls. Cock
field BRptist chapel, under the direction of 
Mr. Martin and other friends, has been 
renovated and rendered clean and comfortable. 
Under Mr. Field's ministry the chapel has 
been filled, and the future is hopefnl. 
"Providence Baptist Chapel," in the BTntch
ington road, on the West Brighton Estate, 
is a well-arranged apostolic meeting. Mr. 
John Brunt ministers there at present. On 
July 28 "salvation" was proclaimed by 
C. W. Banks. A company of friends 
gathered, and some happiness was realised, 
Of our Kent and Sussex Churches we give a 
survey some day, D.V. 

"A BRUISED REED" says :-Dear 
friend and brother Banks,-1 write a line of 
encouragement to you, out of pure •incerity 
and true simplicity, respecting reading in 
"Cheering Words" some remB!'ks dropped 
by you about your felt darkne58, and bondage 
of spirit, at Guildford anniversary. I know 
much of the same feeling : finding you to 
have been in such sorrow as myself. it seems 
instrumental in comforting rue. What hard 
work to preach in the dark ! This is often 
my unhappy lot: I am ready to give it up; 
but having obtained help of the Lord, I 
continue to this day, witnessing both to 
small and great none other things. The 
Lord upholdeth all that fall in their spirit in 
the ministration of His Word of Truth. Are 
we weak? He is strong. Are we shut up? 
God is not. The Lord makes more use of us 
sometimes than when we feel full and strong. 
Bless His dear name, He helps us to tell of 
His grace, and what it has done for our 
souls. The Lord bless thee, and cause His 
face to shine upon ihee, is the- desire of a 
poor helpless worm, who loves to put the 
crown on the right head. 

UPPINGHAM.-DEAR MR. BANXS,
After taking an affectionate farewell of my 
friends in Kent, I took train for Leicester, 
where I expected greeting you, but was 
doomed to disappointment. I enquired of 
several friends if you had been there. No ! 
why_were_you absent? My_journey was a 
precious time. In the mornmg the subject 
came yividly to my mind that was to occupy 
the mmd• of the speakers during the day
" The Glorious Liberty of the Children of 
God:" As. I journeyed I was thinking 
(while p~mg through a beautiful district, 
where htll an_d valley were intersected, 
brooklets and rivers running in their midst) 
"All Thy works do praise Thee." But what 
is the liberty spoken of in Rom. viii. 21 ? I 
am fully persuaded the most perfect know
ledge of this liberty is acquired only by the 
Holy Spirit lending us to a knowledge of our 
own lost condition and wretchedness and 
brin~ing us to Calvary, there beholdin'g our 
cruc1fled Redeemer, with a full assurance 
that H~ has washed us in His blood ; thus 
we ~gt_n to raoJise something of the chil
dren ~ ltberty. For •ante time in Leicester I 
was ID the company or .. aorvant of the 

King's, who iR preaching in the chapel where 
the late Mr. Garrard was pastor. I paid a 
viait to the old chapel whose walls have often 
resounded with the Watchman's voice. I 
thought what a pity to hlock out such a 
place from the eye of the people. You mi~ht 
pass it a hundred times and never know 
such a large and commodious building was 
there. The Conference was more numerously 
attended than was expected, and it did re
joice my heart to hear Christ Pxalted as the 
All and in all. No duty-faith; my only 
regret was I had been unable to be present 
during the former part of the day, for I heard 
some first-class speeches had been made. 
You should have been there. Yours affec
tionately, for the truth's sake, G. TYLER. 

WILLINGHAM. - At our anniversary 
brother Anderson preached a soul-refreshing 
sermon. A great number of people !l'athered 
to hear him. We had 350 to a happy tea. 
Meeting commenced in evening at 6.30, 
brother Holland, our pastor, in the chair. 
Brethren Forman, of March, spoke from 
"Wonderful;" McCure, "Counsellor;'' 
Shaw, "The Mighty God;'' Anderson, "The 
Everlasting Father ; •' Willis, "The Prince 
of Peace." We must have had the Lord with 
us indeed. Our brethren gave us living 
truth; our chapel was full up and down. 
Some said they never remember such a 
meeting in the chapel before. I hope the 
Lord will set His hand the second time to 
Zion, and make her blossom as the rose.
A FRIEND TO WILLINGHAM OLD CAUSE. 

WITCHFORD.-The anniversary of the 
Baptist Church, Witchford, near Ely, Cambs, 
was held on Tuesday, August 3. In the 
afternoon a handsome silver trowel was pre
sented to Mrs. Cropley, who then proceeded 
to lay the memorial stone of a new Baptist 
chapel. All thought the work well done, 
the finishing stroke being heartily cheered
a cheque for ten pounds. Mr. R. E. Sears, 
ofLaxfield, having placed ,£5 14s. 6d. upon 
the stone ( gifts from a few of his friends), 
then offered up the dedicatory prayer. The 
friends then adjourned to a spacious tent, 
where a public meeting was held, and ad
dresses appropriate to the occasion were 
delivered by brethren Warren and Dunn. 
In the evening brother R. E. Sears preached 
to a large and attentive audience. The 
proceeds of the day added over .£32 to the 
liluilding fund. 

OUR CRY TO HEAVEN. 
0 Lord our God, 

Indeed we pray 
That soon to us 

Might come the day, 
When broken hearts 

Should truly say, 
Jesus our debt of sin did pay, 
So we will follow Him. 

How long ? How long ! 
0 Lord, how long 
Before we sing the happy song, 
" Salvation'li to us come 1 " 
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THE EFFORT TO BREAK UP THE 
BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

NOTE TO MR. BAXTER, OF EASTBOURNE. 
DEAR S1R,-As ~·ou have lately, in your 

monthly, made •pecial references to mine I 
feel justified in addressing a line or two' to 
you personally, "•hich I beg of you to receive 
in a spirit of meekness, as in the sight of 
that holy Lord God, before whose eyes all 
things are nak~d, and open and "with whom 
we have to do." We are 'but the creatures 
of a day. Let us-if, indeed, we are the 
followers of " the only begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and truth "-then let 
us read,;--let us pray fo: grace and strength 
to exerc1seand obey-His blessed and glorious 
Majesty in that solemn injunction, called His 
own "New Commandment," which He has 
ghen unto us. "A New Commandment'' 
saith He, "I give unto you That ve love o~e 
another;" [how far? by ;hat rule?) " as 
I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another." [Is this to be asecretlove buried 
up where no one can see it? N~ ! the 
Master adds:-] " By this shall all men 
know that ye are My disciples, if ye have 
love one to another." 

I have been forty-five years decidedly in 
Jove with the Lord Jesus Christ, my Saviour 
my Immanuel, my never-failing Friend! 
and I have tried hard and self-denyingly fu 
manifest and practically to carrv out that 
" New Commandment." But,· alas ! the 
death-blows I have receh•ed in return bas 
been enough to make a thousand infidels 
"Having obtained mercy, I continue un~ 
this day," in the true faith and happy fellow
ship ot the Gospel of the great God and our 
Saviour J e.•us Christ. 

Mr. Baxter! you ask, "When will the 
Standard consult truth before party?" 
Why, sir, it is party-making all round now
a-days. Before these party-days came, Jesus 
Christ the Son of God was revealed in my 
B(!~l; and in tho•e early d3:ys of my giving 
diligence to make my callmg and election 
sure, I knew nothing of men, or ministers 
or divisions, or strife, or parties. To 'my 
deeply-wounding sorrow, I have seen the 
Standard party, the Herald party, the 
Spurgeon party, the Strict Baptist party, the 
Advocate party, the Old Truths party-all 
springing up; and throughout this country 
humble and honest folk will tell you that 
the agents of each party go forth with stones 
in their bands (i.e., hard words on their 
tongues), determined, if possible, to break 
"The Brown Pitcher.'' Hitherto God bas 
mercifully prest>rved it and myself; r,nd 
with all the affectionate and zealous energi~ 
of my soul, I do de.ire to 

·• Praise God from whom all blessings flow." 

Knowing I must soon leave all these parties 
?n the earth, my daily cry, with Toplady, 
JS,-

" While I draw tb1s lleetlng breath, 
When my eye-Ftrlngs break In death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See Thee Pn Tby judgment throne; 
Rock of Ages, shelter me, 
Let me bide myself 1n Thee." 

"What has all this to do with me?" Mr 
Baxter will osk. · ' 

Pardon me, sir. We all are in the habit 
of using a little exordium · "by which " 118 
the wise ~an said, " the uu'dience is pre~ared 
to pay strict attention to what follows.•> 
. '.l'he first " Note" which I wish to give you 
JS m reply to an announcement you 1·ecently 
made, touching our review of your new 
work. You have ventured to tell the public 
that the writer of that review coulr! not have 
read your book, as it had never touched any 
of its arguments or assertions. 

M~. Baxter! I will tell you that most 
eertamly . I never rend your book ; and, it 
may be, m my next note I may tell you 
why I did not read it-not now. It is a 
very unusual thing with me to entrust books 
to other brethren to criticise· but in your 
case, I did ask William Cro~ther,' Esq., of 
Gomersal ( the honoured \'as tor of the ancient 
Church at Lockwood), 11 be would review 
your work for me? He did so. Now I ask 
you, Mr. Baxter, Can you consistently 
charge Mr. Crowther with having written 
that review "'.ithoilt first _having carefully 
read the book itself? I thmk you will feel 
yo_u must recall that advertisement. I leave 
this open for Mr. Crowther if be pleases to 
answer for himself. ' ' 

Other learned and honoured brethren will 
through The Earthen Vesael, give then! 
thoughts upon your book in due time. 

When this question has been settled I will 
please God to spare me, notice your 1, Pop~ 
and Crosses; " your sad lamentation over 
"such Protestantism; " also, your corre
spondent" Veritas," and your remarks upon 
consulting truth before party. But, in this 
way, I do not care to do much at a time. 
J osepb Hart and myself are agreed con
cerning the "ready talkers." This, and 
what I believe will fo!Iow upon the present 
efforts to break up the Baptist Churches, I 
leave until providence may permit, and power 
be given to your obedient servant in the 
Gospel, CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 

9, Banbury road, South Hackney, 
August 9, 1875. 

BRIGHTON MINISTERS AND 
CHURCHES. - MR. EDITOR,- I am a 
Brighton "Visitor," and one that dearly 
loves the Gospel ; so I have been looking in, 
and listening unto, some of the "men 
wondered at" in this proud, very pretty 
and sometimes pleasant resort for health'. 
My desire is to give you a fair review oft.be 
places and parsons here: but, ii I write trutb, 
will you let the people read it ? We have 
more than one Aquarium in Brighton.
OCT.A. VO. [Before we answer we mllBt see 
" Octavo's " notes. Praising ministers pro
vokes jealousy; truth-speaking is dangerous.] 

M A IDS T O N E.-That real Baptist 
patriarch, Daniel Crambrook, is, we under• 
stand, in great need of help. We heard him 
preach, near fifty years ago, in Canterbury. 
Let us all help to 110othe bis twrl'owing heart. 
He is nearly ninety years of age. 
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THE FOOLISHNESS OF THE ADVO
CATES FOR THE END OF WATER 
BAPTISM. 

( Oontinue<L from p. 248.) 
Page 4 (in the pamphlet named in former 

letter) is commenced with a word or two 
upon Acts i. 4, 5, and John xiv, 12. But 
what have these passages to do with the 
"End of Water Baptism 1" Page 4, second 
paragraph, is a repetition of two Scriptures
viz., Eph. iv. 5, and 1 Cor. xii. 13-which 
require no answer, except to ask every 
3udieious reader to look at the word one 
(which is the word opponents to Water Bap
tism make use of) and eompare it with Matt. 
xx. 23 and Luke iii. 16, and then consider 
how the word one is to he understood, and 
whether it affords any plea for the " End of 
Water Baptism." 

The thil'd paragraph on page 4 should be 
put with the fourth on page 1. In this we 
are told what we now do; in that what the 
a~ostles did not-that is, they never used the 
' form of sfeech " of " Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost.' Who told them that? Now 
except we can prove they did, we are to ad
mit our error. Surely this is the weakest 
argument' ever used ! Suppose a father 
makes laws for the government of his family, 
and if the younger brethren cannot prove 
that the elder brother kept those laws to the 
very letter, they are not to keep them at all. 
Why, sir, a child can see that such an argu
ment will not bear the light of day. The 
same paragraph is clouded with a deal of 
confusion respecting Paul's words in 1 Cor. 
i. 17-" For Christ sent me NOT to baptize" 
-that is, says the tract, " not with water" 
-sull'gesting that it was in Paul's power to 
baptize with something else. And the 
Writer then adds, "There is one baptism by 
one Spirit.•' If the baptism of the Spirit
and that but one-were not in Paul's power, 
what was, but water baptism? and this Paul 
said He sent me not to do. 

But do the words, "Christ sent me not to 
baptize," insinuate the prohibition ( or even 
the inhibition) of Water Baptism? It analogy 
~ considered, the meaning is plain enough. 

I am NOT sent but to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel" (Matt. xv. 24). Was He 
r,rohi_bi,ted from curing the Gentiles '! No. 

ReJoice NOT, that the spirits are subject 
unto you; but rather rejoice because your 
name~ are written in heaven,,, (Luke x. 20). 
Does it ~ean they were not to rejoice in the 
power ~ven them over devils? No. "John 
c~me neither e!lting nor di·inking •' (Matt. 
x1. 18), Does 1t mean he lived without eat
ing and drinkin!I'?,, No .. Paul (" He sent 
me not to bapt_1ze )-D,d he not baptize? 
Yes. '.['he SCl'lpt';lre, you see, is plain. 
Authon_ty over d~v1!s was not the principal 
foundattou of their JOY. Eating and drink
j!'g was not the principal part oi the Baptist's 
_lie. Baptism with water was not the most 
imf.ortnnt fart ol Paul's ministry. In 1 Cor. 

4,,, Pau says, " I thank God I baptized 
none -here our opponents stop ii they 
were to add." ol you," they w'ould lose 
ground ; for 1f the olliosis were filled up it 
would read thu&--" I than11. God that I hap-

tized none of you ( Corinthians, to whom this 
epistle is sent), but Crispus and Gaius ...• 
Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I 
baptized any other" (of the same Church). 
It is evident the Apostle baptized some of 
other Churches as well (read Acts xvi., &c.). 

Besides all this, if Paul had aot baptized 
at all-yea, if he had preaehed against it 
-even then we should be justified in bap
tizing, according to Paul's own words, tor 
in the same epistle (1 Cor. xi. 1) we are told 
to follow Paul only where He followed His 
Master; so that ii our anti-Baptist friends 
could prove that Paul neglected any part of 
the ordinances of God's house, it should only 
be a stimulant to us to execute them more 
diligently. 

Brixton. c. CORNWELL. 
(To be conlin.ued.) 

WALTHAM ABBEY. - EBEYEZER, 
Fifty-first anniversary was held on August 
2. M•my friends from far and near came. 
In the afternoon, Mr. R. G. Edwards 
preached from Isaiah xlix; 13. He told out 
very powerful and weighty things concerning 
the glorious inheritance of the saints. The 
spirituality of the text was beautifully illus
trated by the literal elements above, the 
great handiwork of God, of which the finest 
of our English poets sang once for all : 

u In reason's ear they all rejoice, 
And utter forth a glorious voice; 
For ever singing as they shine, 
The Hand that made us is divine.'' 

After tea, Mr. J. S. Anderson preached from 
Luke xxiv. 26. The two cardinal features 
of the text were "the sufferings and glory 
ol Christ." Mr. Anderson spoke of the 
" acts of Christ as the aets of His complex 
person," and" the sufferings of Christ which 
were the greater as He deserved none." 

"He knows what sore temptations are, 
For He bath felt the same.'' 

The preacher <!welt at length on the undying 
nature ol the Christian consequent upon the 
death of Jesus, also on our glorious salvation 
which is" by works "-i.e., the perfect works 
of Jesus, for He went to heaven by His own 
works, by fulfilling the law; the sinner goes 
to heaven by virtue ol these works, which 
are the sum and substRnce of the Gospel. 
Mr. F. Wheeler, Mr. Oakey, and others 
assisted in the services, which were satis
factory, mueh to the blessing of souls, and 
the glory of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

W. WINTERS, 

NOTTING HILL.-Silver street Baptist 
chapel. Our seventh anniversary (under 
the pastorate of Mr. R. G. Edwards) took 
place July 27. Mr. Bardens, of Hayes, 
preached a sound sermon on Christ the Good 
Shepherd. The friends then took tea. At 
public meeting Mr. J. W. Styles occupied 
the chair. B1·ethren R. C. Bnrdens, W. 
Winters, J. Beazley, Adams, W. Sack, W. 
Ward, H. Hall, R. G. Edwards, R. Wheeler, 
and R. Minton, gave short an<! suitable 
addresses. A vote of thanks to the chairman 
was proposed, seconded, and calmly re-
sponded to. SOLUM. 
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POPLAR.-The opening of the Assembly 
Rooms, Newby place, near to Town Hall, 
Poplar (by the friends formerly meeting· for 
worship in" Kemp's Rooms"), was a cheerful 
success. The Assembly Rooms are airy, 
clean, and <'ommodious. A large company 
enjoyed a beautiful tea. Mr. Kemp read 
out some ex<'ellent hymns. James Mote, 
Esq ., presided. Messrs. Thomas Steed, 
Mayhew, C. W. Banks, Cornwell, Pung, 
and Hall, gave addresses. As these have 
been criticised in letters, we may refer to 
them. The evening meeting was crowded, 
and excellent in order anti spirit. 

WOLVERHAMPTON. - "A Travel
ler " on his journey• heard the venerable 
brother Thomas Jones, in Temple street, 
Wolverhampton, the other Sunday. As 
many of our readers love this aged brother 
in Christ, and enquire, " Is he still alive?" 
we joyfully record the fact as given to us. 

HEYWOOD. - EBENEZER. Two ser
mons in aid of the Snndav school funds were 
preached on Sunday, August 8th, by Mr. J. 
Thornton, of Accrington. The weather, the 
sermons, and the attendance was all that 
could be desired, and the collections were 
very good, amounting to £15 l0s. IO½d. 

DUNMOW. - Again we have a Strict 
Baptist meeting. Faithful ministers come 
and preach to us the Gospel; but our sorrows 
in connection with the cause of Christ in 
this town have been very great. Brethren 
in Christ, pray for the wounded saints in 
Dunmow. 

MR. THOMAS STRINGER'S BOLD CON
VICTION.-To the Editor of the" Earthen 
Vessel." fWe give the following as sent. 
We are diligently searching for genuine 
cases of hopeful conversions to God, through 
Christ, by the Holy Spirit. We shall be 
glad in our soul to give as many as 
we can believe are of the Lord.-ED.~ 
My dear Brother,-In the" Earthen Vessel ' 
for this month, I read, page 260, that Mr. 
Thomas Stringer does not believe there bas 
been one conversion to God by the recent re
vival efforts. Does be mean to say that not 
one conversion to God bas resulted from Mr. 
Moody's preaching? And if he does, surely 
you do not endorse such an opinion ? To me 
it is a matter of deep regret that such a 
sentiment should have been deliberately 
written and printed. Does the Lord's cause 
need such an uncharitable thought to sup
port it? I will not enter into argument or 
detail, but am quite willing to wait till the 
day when the Lord makes up His jewels, 
when, I have no doubt, that thousands upon 
thousands will date their conversion to God 
to Mr. Moody's preaching.-In much true 
and brotherly affection, yours in the Gospel, 
GAwIN KIRKHAM, Conference ball, Mild
may park, London, N., August 4, 1875. 

MANCHESTER-"A Sincere Friend" tells 
ru; of the painlul death of poor Benbow ; anrl 

of his funeral service, conducted by Mr. 
Thomas Bradbury. Mr. ·Benbow was one 
of the active promoters of the Co-operative 
Gospel Mission ; and heard our sermon on 
"Christ's Call to the Soul," "Awoke, thou 
that Sleepest," &r.. We was not hnppy that 
evening, although favoured with liberty. 
We never rise high enough in doctrine for 
the Church of England tru lb-lovers. Hence, 
poor Benbow (not to us, but to others) spoke 
disparagingly, as mnny otbe1·s have done, 
because we cannot dwell abstractedly, nor 
argumentatively, upon the creed of the 
GO!lpel. How the Holy Ghost makes room 
in a sinner's heart for Jesus; how the Spirit 
doth reveal the Christ of God in the quickened 
soul; how the conflict between sin and grace 
continues; how faith is tried, &c.; this is 
simply our testimony. But the fact that we 
mentioned we were in the Church of England 
fourteen years, and never bad one rav of 
light, was enough to prejudice the church
men against us. The tltrict Baptists are 
deeply despised by all other ministers, whether 
Churchmen .or Dissenters. We must bear 
all that if we cannot sell our birthright. 

COUNTRY CHURCHES.-July 7, quietly 
and pleasantly, Christian men came to 
Grundishurgh, and presented our pastor, 
Samuel ColHns, with £230, the gilt of many 
friends; it was a minister's jubilee donation. 
Many happy years has Master Samuel Collins 
spent in preaching the Gospel in Suffolk. 
Alas! his late illness bas much hindered him. 
Dr. Brock bas given Mr. Shindler, of 
Sbrewsbur;i:, quite a benefit. We have our 
notes on Shrewsbury in reserve. Dacre 
park Church bas had a little revival: Mr. 
U sber has recently baptized seven. Our 
Trowbridge Bethesda Sunday school sermons 
were preached by W. F. Edgerton: help 
came. Mr. Warren, of Cottenbam, quite a 
Primitive, has been haptizing in the river a 
large number of believers. 

MEARD'S COURT.- In the interests of 
truth let it be stated that Hyper's surmises 
are unfounded. The Church, under the 
care of Mr. Briscoe, bas not swerved from 
Strict Communion principles. From its 
pastor I have received this assurance. I was 
preaching with om· brother Briscoe some 
time since ; I asked the question and was 
met with a decided negative. W. F. E., 
Reading. [Our brother Winters,ofWaltbam 
Abbey, sent the communication. He will, 
no doubt, give bis authority. Does llr. 
Edgerton mean to say no alteration has been 
made in Meard's Court?] 

BRIGHTON. - A blessed and beautiful 
writer, E. B. Elliott, the well-known 
apocalyptic and prophetic writer, ~ent to 
rest the first week m August. HIS out.er 
man sleeps in Hove churchyard. More than 
fifty years bas be served the cause of Christ 
in his heaven-appointed department. Thus, 
One by one the mighty spirits fly, [high. 
Soon may we meet them with our Lord on 

NORTH OP ENGLAND,-A correspondent 
!lllya " The sound of the Gmopel i• music to 
my ~81'8. But, oh1 this bnrren, dry, muti
lated stuff we hear •• 11 libel on our covenant
kP.P.pin8' God." 



P.ASTOR OF JIREi:t", CITY RO.AD, LONDON, 

" Brother ! thou a.rt gone before us, 
And thy happy soul is flown; 

V\'here tears are wiped from every eye, 
And sorrow is unknown.'' 

WE could only briefly announce, last month, the rather sudden 
de_parture of the above faithful servant of the Lord: and as we 

understand a Memoir is to be immediately issued, we defer our own 
review of Mr. Warren's life and ministry for the present. 

The following notes are sent us by Mr. Cozens, and we give them 
without abridgement or addition. In many parts of the kingdom, and 
in the different London and Suburban Churches, our departed brother 
was known, esteemed, and honoured. Thousands of our readers will 
feel grateful to our Lord for giving His servant a peaceful end. 

Brother Warren was interred at N unhead-in God's acre-on Friday 
afternoon, August 27, 1875, near the resting-place of the late respected 
Mr. James Wells, in the presence of a large number of minister~, and a 
respectable assembly of sorrowing friends. 

THE SERVICE IN THE CHAPEL 

commenced by singing Mr. Warren's favourite hymn, which was given 
out by Mr. G. Pocock: 

" J erusa.lem, my happy home, 
Name ever dear to me," &c. 

Mr. Cornwell, of Brixton Tabernacle, then read with great effect John 
xi. 11-44. After which Mr. Lodge, of Homerton, offered a very 
earnest prayer, in the course of which he spoke of the corpse as " the 
cottage out of which the man is gone." "Lord," said he, "we did not 
all come together, we shall not all go together, but we shall all meet 
together." That was a cheering thought to those who had sung with 
believing lips, " Jerusalem, my happy home" -ay, a most consoling 
thought to those who are looking for a city, for immortality and eternal 
life, for reunions in the better land, at the marriage supper of the Lamb, 
when we shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, with prophets, 
apostles, and martyrs, with ministers, relations and saints in the kingdom 
of God. 

" A hope so much divine, 
Many trials will endure." 

"A hope so much divine" sweetens our sorrows into tears of joy, and 
makes bereavements bearable. 

Mr. Thomas Stringer then followed with a very comprehensive 
address on the word " Ready." There is something pleasing in being 
re~y to be removed from place to place, and province to province, i_n 
this present world; but to be ready for removal into an eternal world 1s 
b_lesse_d ~ndeed. Our departed brother was so, through rich a~d ~is
tmgmshmg grace, as it is written, " They that were ready went m with 

VOL. XXXI. OCTOBER, 1875.] U 
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Him to the marriage." Paul said, " I am now ready to be offered.'' 
The ministry of John the Baptist was" to make ready a people, prepared 
for the Lord." Jesus said, "Be ye therefore ready also,'' &c. Our 
departed brother was ready, doctrinally: he loved and believed in a triune 
Jehovah, the fixed decrees and eternal purpose of God; His covenant 
ordered in all things and sure, absolute and unconditional election, 
redemption by blood, effectual calling, sanctifying grace, justifying 
righteousness, regenerating power, final perseverance, and eternal glorifi
cation. These things were the theme of his song and the boast of his 
tongue. He was ready experimentally; he was a man quickened into 
spiritual life, born of the Spirit, and experimentally knew the plague of 
his heart, his vileness aud unworthiness; he had some sweet enjoy
ment of the eternal love of God in soul realisation, and felt the pardon
ing, cleansing efficacy of the blood of the Lamb; he was blest with an 
experimental knowledge of Christ, union to Him, interest in Him, 
communion with Him, and complete eternal salvation by Him. He was 
a grace-made believer in Christ as his Redeemer, Rock and Refuge. He 
well knew his own nothingness, and triumphed in the fulness, faithfulness 
and fitness of his Saviour. Thus our brother was experimentally ready 
to exchange worlds, and fully enjoy, without an intervening· cloud, 
a beatific vision of God and the Lamb, where 

"Not a wave of trouble rolls 
Across Hie peaceful breast." 

He was also ready practically or habitually; he was spoiled for the empty, 
fleeting toys of this world; he was capacitated for God and eternal things; 
he dwelt on high, his emancipated soul aspired to boundless joys; he 
held time-things with a loose hand, and grasped eternal realities, laid 
hold on eternal life ; he " looked for that blessed hope and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and his Saviour Jesus Christ." He was 
dead to the world and alive to God, and desired a better country; he was· 
a praying, praising, persevering man, a faithful minister of "the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God." He kept the faith and preached Christ all 
in all. Thus, through grace, he was doctrinally, experimentally, and 
practically ready for what his redeemed soul now everlastingly enjoys. 
Relative to faithful standard bearers, Zion's ranks are thinning, while the 
enemy's ranks are thickening with false teachers on every side. Our 
departed brother has "fought the good fight, and finished his course,'' 
"made meet for the inheritance of the saints in light." He was ready for 
life, ready for death, ready for God, and ready for glory. May we be 
made and ~ound ready also, and "so shall we be for ever with the Lord." 

SERVICE AT THE GRAVE. 

Mr. Cornwell again read the Scriptures, 1 Thess. iv. 13-18. 
Mr. Meeres, of Bermondsey, offered a very fervent prayer, that the 

service might be-made a blessing to the dead in sin, and a comfort to 
those who were looking across the swelling flood to "the other side," 
to " the Christian's home in glory," and a salutary lesson to the sorrow
ing ones, that they also might be" ready." The coffin being lowered, 
Mr. Cozens gave the following address, which was listened to with pro
found silence:-

Uhristian friends,-When we take up the papers and see the number 
of untimely deaths by intemperance, the fearful amount of mortality 
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from accidents, the increasing suicides, the unprecedented examples of 
cruel murder, it is no small mercy to surround the grave of one who, by 
a sober life, lived out the allotted span, and, by a guardian Providence, 
came to a natural end, and by the grace of God, departed hence with 
the crown of life glittering on his Christ-honoured brow, and with the 
palm of victory fluttering in his hand, and the song of the redeemed, 
musical, but trembling, on his grateful lips. We come here not to 
mourn for him, but to look up and echo back those praises and that 
hallelujah which fell upon us from that ransomed spirit which could no 
longer dwell with man upon the earth. When his last message was 
delivered, God closed his lips, and when his work was done, He gave 
His beloved sleep-sweet, restful, untroubled sleep. Our friend Warren 
sleepeth. He is not dead, but sleepeth only. 

" He sleeps in Jesus and is bleat, 
How soft his alumbere are !" 

We mourn not at the grave of a man like our departed brother; his 
interment is like putting the precious gold into the crucible of corrup
tion, to be presently fashioned for the Master's use; is like the sowing 
of good seed for a future harvest-the harvest of a glorious crop of 
ransomed souls from the reclamations of the waste lands of moral 
-desolations. We have no tears for the seed-it is good seed, purchased 
seed, prepared seed, seed qualified by being long steeped in divine love. 
That heart, now pulseless in the grave, once throbbed with emotions all 
divine. Those eyes, filmed by death, once beamed with the light of a 
distant, but realised glory. That tongue, now silent, was once musical 
in the melodies of Zion's songs. You look into the grave and see the 
weak, the natural, the dishonoured body, dishonoured by the sentence 
that puts it back again to dust. But think what that body has been as 
an instrument of good to men. Think what words of truth those lips 
have uttered, what joys of grace those eyes have expressed. Think 
what that body shall be when the natural, weak and dishonoured shall 
be spiritual, powerful, and glorious in immortality and eternal life. 
"For this mortal shall put on immortality." "So when this mortal shall 
~ave put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that 
1s written, Death shall be swallowed up in victory," &c. No, we have 
no sad tears for him; for the soul has left this vile body, which was 
s~ch a pla~e to him, and is a plague to all who know and deplore the 
h1d~en evils of the heart, and would emulate the perfect obedience of 
unsmning angels. The soul is gone, and will no more return until that 
sam~ body shall be changed into the form and likeness of a glorified 
Chnst. No, we do not mourn for our brother, but we mourn for the 
world, which has lost a considerable portion of its moral salt, its moral 
conservation. "Ye are the salt of the earth," and as the earth loses its 
~alt, it will the more readily acquire corruption. And when all the salt 
is r~moved, and God is most signally removing it, for the godly man 
per1sheth, and the faithful fail in the earth, then the earth will corrupt, 
aJ?-d _die, and perish; corrupt into a reeking mass of practical in.fidelity, 
diem the judgments of a dishonoured God, and perish in the fires of 
Sodom. 

We mourn for the Church, for she has lost a plain but· powerful 
advocate of her distinctive principles, and a faithful watchman, who 
guarded the walls of Zion well, and blew his trumpet with a loud, warn-
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ing blast when he saw the foe approaching. And esrecially for that 
section of the Church to which he performed the functions of a pastor, 
folding the flock of God in a good pasture, and leading them beside the 
still waters, "the streams of that river which make glad the city of God." 

We mourn for the family, which have lost a wise, judicious, and lov
ing head, whose domestic regime was never questioned, and never pro
voked a feeling of domestic anarchy. The wife has lost a kind husband, 
the children an anxious father, the orphan a generous protector, and the 
poor a sympathetic friend. No, we mourn not for him; he needs no tears 
of ours. While all is loss to us, all is gain to him. And we are assured 
of this, both by the tenor of his life, and triumph of his death; 

I said to him, immediately I arrived, in answer to a telegram, How 
is your mind? Are you comfortable? He answered, " Yes, 

Here I raise my·Ebenezer." 

I then remarked, You have often sung:-
" When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside." 

He stopped my :finishing the verse by saying, "Yes, and I am 
singing that now." 

His friend Miss Brown* said, "We want you to get better.'' 
He promptly replied, "I shan't get better; I am going home; you'll 

see me there." 
"But,'' she said, "you are going to leave us ~ehind." 
He answered, " It is said, ' I will be with thee.' " 
To a friend who called to see him, he said, "I am on the Rock-I 

am going to my inheritance." 
His daughter said, " You will sing, 'Now unto Him.' '' 
"Yes, that I will, as soon as I get there; I'll shout as loud as ever I 

can, 'Now unto. Him.' " 
She responded, " I hope I shall meet you there." 
"I hope, my dear, you will. 

" Then will we sing more sweet, more loud, 
And Christ shall be our song." 

She said, "You are not afraid, are you? '' 
"Afraid? No. What should I be afraid of? Thy rod and Thy 

staff--" His voice failing, a friend finished the sentence; and he said, 
"Yes.'' There was hardly the shadow of death there, it was all joy, 
and peace, and heaven. 

THE LAST ScENE. 

When one of his daughters, who had been unremitting in her devoted 
attentions to his comfort, drew near to his bedside on Sunday morning, 
he w;as labouring hard for breath, and, looking into her anxious face, 
he said:-

" A few more struggling breaths at most 
Will land me on fair Canaan's ooast." 

His daughter said," And you are glad?" 
And he answered, "Yes, yes ! " 

.. Miss Brown was a seal to his ministry at Plumstead. She was convinced of her 
state as a sinner from a sermon on the words, "Go into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every 'creature," &c., and ehe eubeequ~ntly found peace ~nd liborty from a 
discourse preached by Mr. Warren from Zech. xiv. 20. Her relation of the work of 
Goel upon her soul under those two discOLLrses is most blessed and satisfactory. 
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Seeing his daughter weeping, he took the handkerchief from her 
hand and tenderly wiped the falling tears from her eyes, saying, " Don't 
cry I there's nothing to be sorry for." To his family gathered around his 
bed he said, " Why are His chariot wheels so long a coming? the gates 
are wide open, and He will take His child safely home." 

"Although I'm the most insignificant member, 
It can't be complete without me." 

He took a most affecting and affectionate farewell of all the members 
of his family present, and shook hands with them individually, like one 
who was going on a short and pleasant journey, soon to return to shake 
the hands of reunion again. 

He then put his wife's hand into that of his eldest son, and com
mitted her to his care. Pointing upward with his finger, he said to his 
wife, " When we meet up there we shall never part again-you'll come, 
won't you?'' 

She said, "Yes, dear." 
To his son he said, " Where are you going to ? " 
And he answered, "I trust I am walking in your footsteps, father." 
"Then keep in them," was the reply. 
After bidding his daughter-in-law, Mrs. Obadiah Warren, good-bye, 

he requested her to give his love to her pastor, Mr. Lawrence, and to 
tell him that it was all right, all was sunshine and beautiful. He 
requested his friend Miss Brown not to weep, saying, " The chariot is 
waiting." These were his last audible words, and then, like the 
patriarchs, he was gathered unto the fathers. 

Thus, on a Sabbath, that will never be forgotten by those who wit
nessed the triumphant departure of a ransomed soul, Joseph Warren, 
.the faithful servant of Christ, and the godly pastor of Jireh Chapel, 
City Road, entered upon the Sabbath that never ends, and joined the 
congregation that never breaks up, to add his praise to the everlasting 
song that crowns a worthy Christ Lord of all. 

"He closed bis eyes and saw his God."-W ATTS. 

THE CLEAN SING FOUNTAIN, 
"In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house ol David and to the inhabitants or 

Jerusalem for sin and for unclea.nnese."-Zech.::tiii. 1. 
"There is a fountain," glorious news, 

"A fountain," does it su.y; 
Yea truly! Then a springing well 

Of waters, night and day. 
"There is a fountain," bless the Lord! 

Its source, where can it be?
N one less than the Eternal God 

The ho.llow'd Deity. ' 

"There is a fountain," then no stint 
This ever-ftowing ftood ' 

Is fresh, transparent, free and sweet, 
And worthy of our God. 

"There is a fountain" always full 
" God's fulness Jesus is · •• ' 

Tbe blood and water from 'Hie side 
Brings pardon, joy and peace. 

"There is 11, fountain," glorious truth, 
Then I can wash indeed 

Nottingham. ' ' 

And while I wu.sh, I feel its power, 
I'll wu.sh while e'er I need. 

"There is a fountain," that I've proved, 
Expect to prove again ; 

I've bathed here oft, and lost my stains, 
But e'er I'm washed, I sin. 

" There is a fountain," 'tis a fact, 
I glory in the same; 

And ever coming to that spring, 
I'll say, 'tie Jesus' name. 

'' There is a fountain,'' sinner, come, 
No broken cisterns try ; 

This fountain cleanses as it flows
Cisterns get foul and dry. 

" There is a fountain," then fear not, 
Wash here, sin runs away; 

And though sin come again, et.ill wash 
Till death :-then, clean for aye. 

J.L.H. 
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PEARSALL SMITH-ISM alia& PERFECTIONISM. 
A PRELIMINARY PAPER AND PERSONAL SKETCH. 

l\ ,..-R. ROBERT P. SMITH, called in this country Mr. Pearsall Smith, 
.ll'l_ is a gentleman of Philadelphia, U.S.A. He has been remarkable 
for three things:-The instability of his friendships, the versatility of his 
religious opinions, and a fixed determination to get to the front. 
Originally he was a Quaker. About eighteen years ago he left that body, 
and took an active but subordinate part in the Religious Revival which 
was then in progress in Philadelphia, and other places in Pennsylvania; 
at this time he acted in concert with the New School Presbyterian body, 
i.e., the Armenian school, started by visiting the Philadelphia House of" 
Refuge (Reformatory) for boys, whom he addressed; and he commenced 
speaking in public at other places, addressing chiefly rural assemblies 
and children. In thoee early days, a mild, and it may be an innocent 
type of "egoism," became apparent in him; the more prominent 
symptom of which was a frequent and enlarged mention of his "service" 
and "senices '' for Christ; and as this egotistic tendency acquired 
strength, he spoke of his anticipation of addressing larger assemblies,. 
even "thousands" ? In an address delivered by him, some two years 
since, to an assembly of Baptist ministers at the Cannon Street Hotel, 
he said he should have joined the Baptist Body but for the fear of giving 
offence to some of his friends. The fact is, that after his association 
with the .A.rminian Presbyterians, he eschewed the connection, and. was 
baptized by a minister of the Gospel, of the Calvinistic type, an eminent 
sen-ant of God, and so virtually and actually became a Baptist. Shortly 
after this he identified himself with the Presbyterians, and conformed to 
their usages, which, in many respects, were contrary to his previously 
expressed convictions on the subject of baptism. Leaving his Presby
terian associations the second time, he identified himself with a section 
of the Plymouth Brethren. They, however, only received him, on the 
condition that he should hold in abeyance certain well-known convictions 
of his, indirectly relating to life and immortality only in Christ. But 
Plymouth Brethrenism was equally powerless with Quakerism, Presby
terianism, and Baptism, to hold our versatile friend long. In a little 
while he broke its bands as easily as Samson broke the withes with 
which the Philistines had bound him, and took his flight to the 
Methodists, where for a time he folded his weary wing. It was amongst 
these Episcopalian Methodists, whose professed object was the attain
ment of Christian holiness, and while attending their various "camp 
meetings," that he acquired his doctrine of "Perfectionism." And it 
was at one of these protracted camp meetings, that he states that " the 
VERY DROSS OF BIN WAS BURNED OUT OF HIM"!!! 

An eye witness thus describes one of these "camp meetings." The 
scene, a wood in the vicinity of Cincinnati, Ohio. In the wood, numero1_1s 
tents, and in the midst of these a raised platform for the preachers; and m 
front of the platform a space of some one hundred square feet, enclosed_ 
with a low fence, and well littered with straw; on the platform a number of 
preachers seated on benches. The preacher on that occasion was an 
elderly man, who, when he prayed, said, 'We confess to Thee that we have 
broken every vow, and every good resolution, and every covenant that 
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we have ever made with Thee, all the days of our life. Bnt if the good 
Lord will trust us once more, we will make a new covenant with Thee 
this day I" 

After this he preached, and in his exordium he gave his recent 
experience of" five fights with the devil," in each of which he came off 
victorious; the fifth and last being a victory gained in favour of the 
then theme of discourse, namely, "Personal Holiness." His words were 
these: "I have gained the victory so as to have confidence to stand 
before you, and to preach a pure heart, and to declare that I myself have 
a pure heart." He then set forth his own virtues very much in the style 
of the Pharisee in the Parable (Luke xviii. 11 ), and exhorted his hearers 
to follow his example, and attain to a pure heart by "going in for 
holiness." 

In the course of his address, he called attention to the ministers 
seated on the platform, describing them" as these holy men of God;" 
and at the end of his discourse he requested every one who wished to "go 
in for holiness '' to enter the enclosed space in front of the platform, 
which was well littered with straw, to pray for a pure hearl While thus 
exhorting them, he requested that a hymn might be sung, while he went 
about among the people, personally persuading them to enter the enclosed 
space, to pray in silence, towards which my attention was then directed, 
and there I saw the ministers, whom he had described as " these holy 
men of God," on their knees deep in the straw, as the first on that 
occasion to "go in for holiness" or a pure heart, seemingly as an in
ducement for others to go and do likewise. And seeing this, I left the 
scene, being convinced that it was a preconcerted affair-an affair of 
-emotion, false conceit, and creature display. 
· Now it was at one of these camp meetings, whether in the straw, or 
not, we cannot say, that Mr. Smith, according to his own statement, 
had the dross of sin burned out of him. 

Subsequently he withdrew from the Methodists, as he had previously 
done from all the other religious bodies with which he had been asso
ciated; and to complete the variety and extremes of his religious 
preferences and performances, he published a selection of poems. com
posed by Dr. Faber-a pervert from the Church of England and a Romish, 
Prwst--whose book was avowedly written and published for the purpose 
of promoting, in England,- the adoration and worship of the Virgin :MarJ. 
To that idolatrous intent, Mr. Smith alludes in his preface, as the mildest 
terms in which disapproval could possibly be expressed, as Cowper says: 
"not to give offence or grieve." 

. We purpose giving some specimens of these hymns in our next. The 
mild type of religious egotism, which shewed itself in Mr. Smith's earlier 
days, became intensified as he passed through the various phases and 
transitions of his kaleidoscopic religious career. And when on a certain 
occasion he was reminded that all spiritual blessings and opportunity of 
service were of the grace of God, he replied, by saying, "Yes, but /a!·th
fulness puts us in the posil1"on in which grace can meet us," and thus explicitly 
manifested his assent to the Romish doctrine of" the grace of congriez"ty." 
The gentleman replied, " No, sir, grace only can bring us into ~ position 
ilo enable us to attain to faithfulness. Who maketh thee to d1fter from 
a1n0ther? What hast thou that thou hast not received? Now if thou 
didst receive it, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not received it?" 
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Since then, Mr. Smith left America and came to England, where he 
may be said to have set up on his own account, carefully eschewing 
connection with any religious body whatever. And having commenced 
his religious career by proclaiming and exalting his "services," he now 
proclaims and extols bis own holiness, both from the platform and the 
press. The fact is, that the doctrinal system of Mr. Smith and his 
coadjutors in the " Pathway of Power" will not bear the test of Scrip
ture, especially of such chapters as Romans v. vi. and vii. They 
,irtually set aside all these chapters, and fall into the same snare 
which finally ruined professing Christianity in the third century (the 
century of which they are so fond), by interpreting passages which 
reveal the status which pertains to all believers alike, and which is 
secured to them all, by the work finished on the cross, as referring to 
passages not to the cross, but to a subsequent work of the Holy Spirit; 
so that the blessing spoken of ceases to be common to the whole family 
of faith and is limited to some among them. 

We do not mean to sav that this is all their error. There is much 
beside; and if the system ·should be allowed to germinate, there will be 
greater and more disastrous developments, and will remove hundreds 
into greater distance than before from the guidance of the Word of 
God. The practical tendency of Mr. Smith's system'. is shown by his 
publication of Faber's Hymns; by the laudatory remarks in his preface; 
by the commendation of Macorius, the Monk of the third century, 
in the Christian'!! " Pathway of Power;" by the general character of 
the articles inserted in that Journal; by the visit of Mr. Smith to the 
Cowley Fathers; by the manner in which the editorial article in the 
" Pathway of Power " expressed its approval of that visit ; by the 
bestowing on the Cowley Fathers the praise of intense pursuit of heart
union with the Lord; and in the assertion that truth, in respect of the 
matters in debate, lies somewhere between Bellarmine and Luther, 
Pelagius and Augustine. In harmony with these statements, we find 
self-consecration(!) meetings convoked, including within the breadth of 
their scope, advanced Ritualists (one a Confessionalist), Neologians, 
Universalists, and Spiritualists! Mr. Haweis, who is a Theist, and ex
plains the miracles and visions of which we read in Scripture as being 
the result of mesmeric clairvoyances and magnetism, is the protege of 
Mr. Smith's friend, Mr. Cowper Temple, who convoked the meeting at 
Broadlands; and Mr. Temple and Mrs. Temple attend his ministry in 
London, she occasionally going also to All Saints, Margaret Street, the 
most Popish of the Popish Churches in London; yet persons like these 
are taught to sing their consecration hymns, in which occur the 
following stanzas:-

"My body, soul, and spirit, 
Jesus, I give to Thee, 

A consecrated offering, 
Thine evermore to be, 

Cuo&us.-My all is on the altar, 
I am waiting for the fire; 
Waiting, waiting, waiting, 
I am waiting for the fire.'' 

The whole tendency of the system is INTRO-spective. It makes BELF 
the object of its thought and vision, and this not in a spirit of self-con
secration (a thing unknown in Scripture), but in a spirit of self-laudaUon, 
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It is manifest to us, that no one who had seen or understood the 
character of the TRUE BURNT ( or Ascension) offering; He who alone could 
meet the fire that burned on that altar; that no one who ever fully 
apprehended that, could by any possibility say the words of such a 
hymn. 

But we are living in sad and sorrowful days, when the newest 
fashions in religion are in the ascendency; anything rather than the 
simple truth of the Gospel will be welcomed and applauded. It needs 
great grace to stand firmly in the old paths, when all others seem to he 
forsaking them. To do so is to invite the finger of scorn. But before 
God we have no alternative. Romanism, Ritualism, N eology, sentimental 
Revivalism, Smithism, and Darbyism, have succeeded in effectually 
divorcing the activities of Christian life from the guidance of the Word 
of God. We must not be high-minded, but fear. It is a chastening to us 
all, and we have well deserved it; the lovers of the truth as it is in Jesus, 
are a scattered and a feeble remnant among the universal ruins of 
Christendom. Those who are content to take a lowly and humble place 
now, and really make Bible-truth that for which they work, irrespective 
of their own selfish interests and party position, may perhaps find, as a 
result of their painful isolation, increase of light, and peace, and bless
ing. "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on 
Thee, pecause he trusteth in Thee." 

And what after all does the "service," and the " services," and the 
"personal holiness," and the " self-consecration" of these men amount 
to, that they must be constantly parading them before the Christian 
public, and before God? They must have a lofty estimate of them
selves and their works, to make them the perpetual subject of their 
theme. True, indeed, they here and there introduce the name of the 
Lord Jesus. They use His name to embellish their discoveries, but 
they do not know Him sufficiently to make Him the subject of their 
theme. Often, when reading their polished addresses, we are reminded, 
by way of contrast, of a poor dying Papist, but who had advanced 
farther into the light of Gospel truth than these men, who, when she 
was dying, was reminded by her attendants of her life of piety, her 
almsgiving, and her good works, exclaimed, pointing her finger upwards, 
"Let us speak and talk of Him, 'twould drive us mad to think upon 
ourselves." We shall hail the day when Mr. Smith and his coadjutors 
are brought out of this condition of thought and feeling. 

We return to the subject in our next. NEMO. 

"FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS." 
T1tne: St. Cuthbert's. 

Poor weeping soul• tlnd sweet relief 
By dwelling on the no.me 

Or II!m who bare His people's grief, 
Reproo.ch o.n,l sha.me. 

When guilt lies heavy on the soul 
The law n.nLl conscience llay; ' 

The blessed So.vioi.ir will condole, 
And check ,lisnmy. 

The failing He will gently raise, 
The sinking kindly buoy; 

In heavy heo.rtH Ho perfects praise, 
ln mourning, joy. 

The Ohurch's ro.nsom-prico He paitl 
'Two.9 po.ill in precious blood, ' 

86, Exmouth st1·eet, E. 

Bristol Tune Boo!-. 
A fountain for vile sinners ma.de, 

A cleo.nsing floocL 
His members were by dying buught, 

He purchased their release; 
And l\11 the body shall be brought 

To lasting peace. 
Then let unceasing land arise 

To God, the Three-iu-One, 
'Tis sweetly harped beyond the skies 

Arounll the throne. 
To Father Son, and Spirit each, 

Be yieltl~d solem u prah;e, 
This blissful, joyful note sh<tll reach 

Eteruttl cL.tys. 
S.GR.!.Y. 

X 
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NOTES OF A SERMON 
PREACHED BY THE REV. J. BATTERSBY, OF SHEFFIELD, 

AT ST. GBORGE's CHURCH, BoaouoH (REv. Da. ALLEN's), 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 1876. 

"My Beloved is mine, and I am His; He feedeth among the lilies.''-Sol, 
Song ii. 16. 

I N introducing the subject matter of my text to-night, I would direct 
your attention to the headings of the chapter as they appear in my 

Bible, and which, although not inspired, nor forming, necessarily, any 
part of the Holy Scriptures, are very good. The first seven verses 
treat of the mutual love existing between Christ and His . Church; the 
8th and 9th the hope, and 10th to 13th the calling of the Church, the 
14th and 15th Christ's care for His Church, and from 16th to the end, 
the profession of the Church, her faith and hope. You see, therefore, 
that a train' of spiritual thought runs through these verses, as they set 
forth the lo,e of Christ, as seen, felt and understood by the Church. Not 
the Church of England, mind, nor any particular congregation, but that 
Church which is God's family. Before going directly to my text, I 
should like to look at a few verses of the chapter, which stand in 
immediate connection with the text, then speak on the text, and conclude 
by expounding the remainder of the chapter. " I am the Rose of 
Sharon." It is true that Solomon wrote this, but not of himself does 
he speak, for " a greater than Solomon is here." 

" Christ, like a rose of beauteous bloom, 
In Sharon's field is found; 

He sheds a fragrance through the air, 
And sweetens all around." 

" .A.s the lily among thorns," &c. God's people, in this wicked 
world, are surrounded by hurtful influences, but, however many their 
dangers, the power that preserves them, and the love that is shed 
abroad among them, is a more than sufficient counterbalance. Third 
verse, The world is a wood, and a very difficult and intricate one, but, 
although mazy, has a secret path, known only to those who walk 
uprightly in the fear of the Lord. In this wood there are many trees, 
some as great as Nebuchadnezzar, but the apple-tree's beauty_eclipses 
them all. It is a grand thing to be able to sit under the shadow of 
this apple-tree, for, while sitting there, we are sure to have a taste. 
"If so be," says Peter, "ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious." 
Brethren, has Jesus ever dropped an apple into your mouth? He . says, 
" Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it;" and you know "that all the 
promises of God are, in Him, yea, and in Him amen, to the glory of 
the Father." Fifth verse, " Stay me with flagons," &c. Fill me to the 
full with Thy comforts. Do you know what it is to be sick of Jesus' 
love, that nothing but sweet-apple promises will impart comfort? See 
the special care of Christ in verse six. My head, my heart, and my person 
are all in Christ's hand! " I give unto My sheep eternal life, and they 
shall never perish." N?w, coming to the text, w_e ~d, in the first pl~ce1 
that it tells of mutual interests. "My Beloved 1s mme, and I am His.' 
When you become connected with any business, from which you expect 
a profitable return, you are, I am sure, interested in its success. Pardon 
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the analogy, for, while the two concerns are similar, the spiritual interest 
is by far the best. Note how very definite are the expressions, "My 
Beloved." No less than twenty times are these words used in the song. 
Hence there must be some force, some power, some emphasis in them. 
But, mark, He is God's Beloved, as it is written (Isa. xiii. 1), "Behold 
My Servant, whom I uphold; Mine Elect,in whom Mysouldelighteth.'' 
What is there in Jesus that He should be the Beloved both of God and 
the Church? Let the Church answer," My Beloved is white and ruddy," 
the emblem of purity and health. His head, eyes, cheeks, hands, legs, 
all are extolled for their matchless beauty. " His mouth is most sweet, 
yea, He is altogether lovely." Lovely in His person, work, characters, 
offices, gifts, graces, yea, "in Him all fulness dwells." Have you, 
dear friends, ever been brought, by the Holy Ghost, to this pass, to say 
this for yourself, "This is my Beloved." The blessed Spirit alone can 
make you say this. All interest here arises from union. We were 
nnited to Adam, and, as a consequence, obtained sin, death, ruin, misery. 
By virtue of eternal, spiritual, and secret union with Christ, in the 
well-ordered covenant of old, we obtain eternal redemption, purity, 
and everlasting felicity. Christ has never let go this bond, or given np 
His right to His people. "Of all whom Thou hast given Me have I 
lost none." This, my friends, goes back a long way. Based upon 
the same foundation, the people of God have the same interest in Christ 
as He has in them. God's gifts are without repentance; that is, He 
never gives, and regrets it. He has given Christ to His people, and 
He, with Christ, has given freely all things to them. This is my Father's 
gift to me! Oh that I might be enabled fully to appreciate it! Then 
notice, again, that in Adam we were condemned and ruined ; in Christ 
NEVER! Not when dead in trespasses and sins? No. Not when in the 
bond of iniquity? No. Not when estranged from the ordinances of 
God's Word and house? No.. This is strange, is it not? How is it? 
'' As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive;" and if 
you wish to examine the settlement of the account, you must look into 
Heh. ii. 9-13: "Christ redeemed His people because of His interest in 
them." 
~. Mark, they were "His brethren"· all along ; He claimed and bought 
tnem. He did not buy them before He had a claim to them, mind 
that. Truly, they are a chosen people, "redeemed with the precious 
blood of Christ." This is also a reciprocal interest. Is any charge 
made against me by any assailant, Satanic or human? I say, go to 
Jesus. He is the One upon whose shoulders lie all the burdens and 
~esponsibilitJ: of His people ; " He is all my hope." It is a possessional 
mterest, Christ possesses the sinner's soul. "Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of the Holy Ghost ? " This lies at the root of the te:s:t. 

In the second place, we notice that the nature of this interest is 
PERSONAL. "Our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son 
Jesus Christ;" so there is a "mine'' and a "thine" in the text. Have 
I ever been brought into personal contact with Jesus? This i~ not 
alw_ays outwardly visible, for it is the Holy Ghost who is _the nug~ty 
Qmckener, and also the powerful Preserver, and many walk m obscurity 
here, manifesting no life before the world, but " He that is joined to the 
L~r~ is one spirit." Not body to body, but something more spirit to 
spmt. " He that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
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li,e.'· Alive? Paradoxical, but Christ and His people are united in a 
mystic bond. See Eph. ii. 13-22. Christ, as the Husband of His 
Church, pays His wife's debts, and every debt is cancelled, since the 
inexorable Creditor is satisfied. That is a false doctrine which allows 
us to be safe one day and lost the next. This is a perpetual union. 
" Ha,ing loved His own He loved them to the end.'' This 
is the love that is as "strong as death," which " many waters cannot 
quen.ch.'' 

But, you may ask, does God love His child when he is in a back
sliding state? What can be more gracious than Hosea xiv. 4-" I will 
heal their bal'.ksliding, I will love them freely"? He is "ever faithful, 
e,er sure." "Ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's.'' This is a grand 
plea to present before the throne of God. If you are Christ's, you are 
certain of blessing. Then we read-" He feedeth among the lilies.'' 
Compare the title of Psalms xlv. and lx. with this. It is said that these 
Psalms were sung by females to celebrate the marriage of king Solomon 
with an Egyptian princess, and they are songs of gladness for those who 
ha,e "from Egypt lately come." A lily is a sweet, fragrant flower, and 
saints are fragrant with spiritual graces (Song iv. 14). A lily is also 
pure. This does not at all resemble a sinner in his sins; but in Christ, 
for he is as pure in Him as if he had never sinned ! What a sublime 
truth (Rev. vii. 14). They obtain perfect righteousness by union .. 
God's people also are lilies in that they are fruitful; for when the Holy 
Ghost ,rnrkR in them they testify to His work by the words of their 
mouth, by walking in His ways, by working with the hands the thing 
that is good. And, what is more, the Christian knows that these pure 
doctrines make him fruitful. He is perfect: perfect in Christ before 
God, and Christ is perfect in Him. "He (Christ) feedeth among 
the lilies," not upon them, for they derive all sustenance from Him. 
He exercises His prerogative too, and often gathers some of His lilies 
from His garden below. He rules and feeds in the various Chm-ches. 
How long will He take care of His lilies? "Until the day break, 
and the shadows flee away." The child often feels, "I shall not 
succeed," and "deep calleth unto deep;" he is surrounded and almost 
oYerwhelmed by troubles; he is ready to say, "All Thy waves and Thy 
billows are gone over me;" yet-blessed thought-" Yet, the Lord will 
command His lovingkindness in the daytime," and, with joy in his soul, 
the pilgrim enters into glory, to be " for ever with the Lord.'' · See 
the severe conflict endured by the Church in Song iii. 1-5. When in 
such a plight, what can she do but cry, "Turn me again, 0 Lord, and I 
shall be saved"? 

Kow, in returning to the 9th verse, we see Jesus typified as a roe, 
or a young hart, which resemble Him by_ th~ir beauty, comeliness,_ speed 
and ao-ility. In His love He comes sklppmg over the mountams of 
diYisiin, getting into the soul of the believer. _He looks at us f'.rom a 
Divine standpoint, and then shows or reve~ls ~rmself to us. Drd I~e 
eYer speak to you as in the 10th verse? 'Rrse up, My love, My fair 
one, and come away." "Come away" from sin, "come away" from 
the world from Sinai, no comfort there; "Come away" from all these. 

The birds singing in verse 12 are believers rejoicing, the voice of the 
turtle heard in our land is the Holy Ghost's witnessing, and the dove 
that is in the cleft of the rock is the believer hid in the wounds of 
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Christ, in the place where Moses was put. The secret stairs set forth 
Christ as the Ladder into eternal glory, for He is the Way of which He 
said, '' Few there be that find it." The foxes are the Scribes and 
Pharisees, who would, with all other mere professors, rob the Church of 
her vital sustenance; but, notwithstanding all their artifices, we shall 
hear His voice, and see His countenance, then we will not fear, for in 
accents of love He will welcome us into that land where no evil cometh 
nigh, but where all is purity, peace, and endless day. 

May God give us grace to say, "My Beloved is mine, and Tam His;" 
and may His blessing ever rest upon us, for His Name's sake. 

OUT OF A MAZE OF MISERY INTO THE MERIDIAN 
OF GLORY. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-Please allow me to insert a little 
about my dear old father, Joseph Cartwright, of 23, Flemming 

street, Kingsland road; who has been almost suddenly ushered into the 
blessed presence of the sacred Trinity, and the holy, heavenly, and 
happ~ ransomed ones of the Lord. He departed from his troublesome 
clay tne last day of August, 1875. Of him, it rejoices me, it can be 
said, "not lost, but gone before." His life was one long chain of diffi
·culties: every year, every month, every week, and almost every day, 
added new links to that chain. His path appeared to him one vast 
maze; out of which he has now escaped into the glorious liberty of the 
glorified above. 0 what a blessed change! Here he was bound in 
fetters, worse than chains; there released for ever. Here in a se,en
times heated furnace of trial; but there freed from the smell of fire, and 
purified. Here he was subjected to scandal, persecution, and malicious 
hatred from enemies without; but now, in order to reach his glorified 
soul, they must shoot their arrows through the bosom of the Almighty. 

0 what a heavenly anticipation captivates my soul as I meditate 
upon the real, and not assumed change of my dear old father. :My 
brethren and sisters in tribulation, view him along with that vast 
myriad who have come out of great tribulation. I say again, view him. 
I am filled to the overflow as I look at him; not with a careworn coun
tenance, furrowed by tears and old age ; but with a countenance as 
fresh and as happy as a child in the heighth of pleasure. There he is, 
and by faith I can see him and hear him (by faith) uniting with the 
rest in singing their endless melody: "Salvation to our God, and unto 
the Lamb." I imagine a perfect joy mns through their ranks, as they 
watch the procedure of the angels going forward to the throne and 
prostrating themselves, to shout in seraphic strains and holy pleasure, 
" Amen and Amen." O what delights they feel as they listen to the 
strains of the infinite harmony of the angels, as they shout so as to be 
h~ard through heaven's wide expanse. " Blessing, and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto 
our God for ever and ever." And O what a blissful thought, my father 
is listening to the chorus of his well-sung song. He had used to sing 
the songs of Zion upon earth very heartily; but it might be askecl by 
some, as he was always in trouble, "how could he sing in a strange 
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land?" Of him it may be said, sorrowful, yet always rejoicing. I have
heard him sing when he has been overwhelmed with trouble:-

" Is this, dear Lord, the thorny road, 
That leads me to the mount of God? 

Are these the toils Thy people know, 
While in the wilderness below? 

'Tia even so Thy faithful love 
Dot.h all Thy children's graces prove; 

'Tis thus our pride and self must fall, 
That Jesus may be All in all." 

As he tried to sing this, hot tears were not to be numbered as they 
followed each other down his furrowed cheeks; and generally, feelings 
of a mingled character were the cause of those tears. They were bitter, 
as they were the fruits of an overburdened soul; they were sweetened 
by the thought of God's boundless love. My father was always in 
trouble, he could not help praying, and prayer creates in the soul a 
feeling of delight in God; consequently, he was sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing. Here, as in other places, I might enlarge, but I must be 
brief. And as my mind wanders, it now goes back to the time when I 
was a boy; when I hated to bend my knee with him in family prayer. 
And as I think of this it makes me weep over my unthankful heart. 

0 the times I have longed to hear him say, "Amen;" and perhapi; 
he has been shaking hands with Deity; I kp.ow he must have been by 
his cries and tears. 0 the persecution my father has had! I cannot 
write for tears. But when I think of his genuine conduct at home, and· 
his fellowship with God, it does so grieve me he should be thought evil 
of. But I am consoled much when I read the Saviour's words," Woe 
unto you when all men speak well of you." I am not going to preach 
my father's perfection. · 

His principles would oppose the statement, and say, give God the 
praise, for I was a sinner. My dear old father had his failings, and he 
knew them. He told the Lord about them. And the Lord was merciful 
to him. As he lay dying, he was permitted to open his mouth to tell 
us the state of his mind. Those who were there in the room, said he
spake of having an indescribable revelation of heaven, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and said, Bless the Lord, " By the grace of God, I am 
what I am." This one thing I am certain of, if my dear father is not 
now clothed in white, singing heaven's song in the company of the 
purified; if he is not in glory through the blood and righteousness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ there is great reason for doubting my stand
ing in Christ. I believe the word of God to be true, and shall shake 
off such an argument; and heartily believe the dear old man to- be at 
rest from all his labour. I should like to say more upon his life but I 
cannot, as space will be trespassed upon. 

Dear Christian friends, remember the poor old widow, who has no 
one to depend upon but her God, and His influence upon the hearts of 
His people. Do help her if you can. Yours sincerely, 

Buckland Common, Tring. EBENEZER CARTWRIGHT. 

The more we increase in spiritual knowledge, the more we increase in 
spiritual fruitfulness: the nearer we are to the Sun of Righteousness the 
more of His light do we reflect, the more of His glory do we show forth •. 
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BE CAREFUL HOW YOU DEAL WITH THE DEAD. 
To THE EDITOR OF" THE EARTHEN VESSEL." 

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-Please allow me to offer a word of caution 
to those who write Obituaries for the Magazines. It is very 

pleasant to read of the godly lives and peaceful deaths of our Father's 
children, and especially when there has been something remarhble in 
the experience and character of the deceased; providential or spiritual 
deliverances, trying tests of faith, devotedness to Christian service, close 
walking with God, usefulness in the Church, and a life of love ending 
with a death in faith. Such records are grateful to believing minds, 
and encouraging to timid souls, who, through fear of death, are subject 
to bondage. But friendship will sometimes paint the good qualities of 
the departed with too high a colour, and credit the creature to an un
truthful extent. It is by no means necessary or even proper to rake up 
the follies and failings of those we have approved in Christ, and whom 
we no longer take knowledge of "after the flesh." Even the heathen 
deemed it contemptible to speak evil of the dead. It is only the filthiest 
of birds and beasts that feast on carrion, and only ghouls among men 
find pleasure in repeating scandal, true or false, of those who are silent 
in the grave. The intent of Christian biography, honestly written, is 
not to reproach nor flatter the defunct, but to chronicle the doings of 
grace and exalt the Saviour. When, however, statements are made which 
outsiders can disprove, they doubt the truth of these posthumous essays 
in general, and thus a means of doing good is damaged. Worse still
it sometimes occurs that you shall see the virtues of the deceased made 
more conspicuous and saintly by a contrast with the imputed inconsis
tencies of others, thus challenging a recall of unpleasant facts, and 
ignoring the eulogies of officious friendship. 

Not long ago there appeared in one of our serials an account of a 
woman, termed by the writer of the same, '' A mother in Israel," and 
praised her for her hospitality in" entertaining many of the Lord's dear ser
vants who passed her way;" when it is well known that she was paitl for 
the entertainment ; and that she was remarkable for a tender conscience, 
none of her neighbours discovered it. I knew the woman from her girl
hood, and have no doubt she was essentially a Christian, but she had a 
large infusion of bitterness, and was a perpetual grumbler and fault
finder; which charity ascribed in a measure to her physical constitution, 
which was rankly bilious. 

A highly-valued friend of mine, now in glory, was the son of a godly 
mother, who carefully watched over his childhood, and, when he was old 
enough, sent him to a first-class school at Northampton, the principal of 
of which was a Nonconformist of high repute. He left the parental 
home and school with a reverence for religion and religious people, and 
was placed in a merchant's office in Liverpool, among a number of yo~g 
clerks, some of them of bad morals, though obliged to observe propriety 
in outward demeanour. By-and-bye one of them died, and a fond friend, 
perhaps his mother, wrote a little memoir of him, in which he was 
de~ci:ibed as exceedingly pious, and as having been always a pat~ern of 
rehg10us propriety. This was printed in one of the few Magazme;; of 
that day, and my friend (as he became many years after) was turned 
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o,er by the fiction, and was induced to think somewhat sceptically of 
religion and religious reports. The effect of this on his morals might be 
easily guessed: he joined in the wicked ways which were open to him, 
careless of consequences, till God an-ested him, and by a deep law-work 
in his conscience, silenced the pros and cons of carnal opinion, and landed 
him in the solemn conclusion of the apostle, " Let God be true, and 
every mau a liar." 

Thanks to those who tell us of pilgrims they have known, in whom 
the all-sufficiency of grace has been made strikingly manifest ; but 
let the record be true to the letter, lest their good (intentions) be evil 
spoken of. Yours faithfully, 

Delph, Broseley, August, 1875 T. JONES. 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Herwy Hall's D{fence qf the Stri.ct Baptists, 
with a brwj Review of his own experience. 
This little paper must come in this month 
instead of a chapter on "the Seven Sections 
of the English Baptist Community;" 
not as a critical review, but simply to call 
the att.ention of our readers to a sixteen
page octavo pamphlet, just out of the 
press, bearing the following title: The 
Strict Baptists Defmded for their Un
swerving Adherence to their Convictions of 
" Tf7,.at is Truth?" By Henry Hall, of 
Clapham, in Reply to the Aspersions cast 
on them by Mr. William Alderson, of 
Walworth, in bis lecture on Ministerial 
Fidelity. London: Published by Robert 
Banks, Racquet Court, Fleet Street. 
Price one penny. Mr. Henry Hall, the 
pastor, beloved and honoured, of the 
Baptist Church in Wirtemberg Street, 
Clapham, is the last man in London from 
whom we ever expected to receive a work 
of this kind. It only proves how you may 
misjudge a man from an occasional and 
slender acquaintance. Until a man's 
metal is pt.l.t to the test, and his manhood 
assailed, you can seldom ever guess with 
what ze.al and skill he would defend his 
position and his principles. We con
fidently affirm, Mr. Hall has acted nobly; 
and all who have any sympathy with that 
section of the Church which we represent 
will use their Christian influence to get 
this reply extensively read. Mr. William 
.Alderson, it appears, delivered a so-called 
lecture to some students somewhere ; and 
through the medium of that lecture he 
poured into the veins of his "living sap
lings," some strong draughts of contempt 
against certain ministers, whom he con
siders of an Antinomian, heart-hardening, 
and do-nothing class. We rejoice to know 
that such charges do not touch us. We 
a.re not against the holy, just, and 

righteous law of God. We are not left to 
hard-heartedness, and hope we never shall 
be. We are not of the do-nothing tribe: 
for over forty-five years we have labqured 
by press, pen, pulpit, and platform, to 
publish the good news of salvation which 
is the free-gift of God our Father, through 
the Son of His love ; and is, by the power 
of the great Paraclete, the Spirit of the 
Eternal J ehovab, made savingly known to 
all the election of grace. When, however, 
gentlemen throw out these misohievous 
missiles, we wonder who, or where, the 
men are to be found, to whom they may, 
with propriety, -be applied. When a poor 
compositor has laid down his stick, left 
his frame, and for very many years has been 
easily settled in his pastoral chair, with a 
good income secured to him, some who 
never were hirelings are ready to ask, And 
what vast amount of work has this gentle
man achieved ? Who has ever heard of 
him as an Evangelist, Philanthropist, or 
Benefactor of his race in any form what
ever? Of Mr. Alderson we have occa
sionally heard it said that he was a good 
preacher, that be had been pastor over 
two Churches; but of his creed, of his 
experience, of his practice, or of the vast 
extent of his labours, we never either read 
or heard a sentence, only that he came 
from Meard's Court, and that, like others 
who proceeded tberefrom, be was inclined 
to march onward in a literary and theo
logical course, which every man with a 
mind for the ministry certainly will do. 

We have the history of Mortlock Daniel, 
and of others of the Meard's Court school, 
in our eye ; and we are certainly not sur
prised to learn that, for some few ;v-ears, 
Mr. Alderson has considered himself 
bound to move on with the times, -without 
which every man (whose whole life, and 
faith, and hope, and existence, for time and 
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for eternity, is not wholly and alone in the 
Lord) must clearly see he will be left be
hind in the cold, while the popular stream 
is carrying England and the whole of 
Europe up to a consummation which will 
discover the foolishness of those poor 
things, who, for a few extra pence, and for 
a little popular patronage, sold their con
aciences, or, if they had none to sell, so far 
enlarged their views as to cause godly men 
to fear " the root of the matter '' in them 
never was found, 

We feel we are giving more attention to 
this matter than it deserves. For our own 
part we should have leftMr. Alderson and 
his lecture to sleep on quietly{ but, as Mr. 
Hall kindly sends us his rep y, we could 
not, under all the oircumstances, lay it 
aside. Otherwise, it is a great calamity 
to see the press teeming with little puerile 
penny papers, exposing the want of brains 
and the lack of all brotherly unity in that 
aection of the Church of Christ, which in 
doctrine, experience, and obedience, comes 
the nearest to the New Testament of any 
Church yet in the earth. 

When William Gadsby, John Stevens, 
James Wells, William Palmer, and another 
or two, commenced their controversies, 
they kindled a fire which has never gone 
-0ut. With a bleeding, broken-heart over 

·, these dangerous elements of division, we 
-do soltimnly pray God to keep us from 
touching controversy matters any more. 
Our best and only loved employ is in
strumentally to exhibit, and to exalt our 
Saviour; to feed the living 11.ock of Christ, 
and to endeavour to expound some of the 
holy mysteries of the Gospel. All beside 
this is waste of time, and often leads to 
the exhibition of a wicked spirit, which 
wounds and worries, arid almost kills us 
by the way, Mr. Henry Hall declares in 
his reply, that Mr. Alderson has cast a 
serious slur on God's unalterable truth, 
This justifies Mr. Hall's out-spoken "De
fence," and this alone constrains us to 
again request our friends to read it for 
themselves. We have enjoyed the perusal 
-of Mr. Hall's personal experience; and 
we close this notice by quoting it from 
page twelve of the Defence, whioh is 
worthy of being bound up in our yearly 
volume; and we hope, at least, 10,000 of 
our readers will have a copy. We know 
they will thank us for the reoommenda
tion, because we do not suppose any of 
our readersare like Mr. Alderson's "poor 
things," who have neither brains nor 
thought. Here is Mr. Hall's personal 
testi~ony, Ou the brainless, no-progress
•quest1on, our author says:-

" And on this point my brother, I think 
I have a right to be h~rd in self-defence, 
-for I have, I hope, through the mercy of 

God, known the truth of God for some
thing like forty years-the term you men
tion ; and I happen also to belong to the 
class of ' unchangeables,' and I am one 
also who feels my great indebtedness to 
Almighty God for my preservation in His 
blessed truth ; and do not therefore, and 
will not, as God may help me, fail to ex
press my thankfuiness before God and 
man for so great a boon ; and while I have 
to lament my incapacity for thought, de
ficiency of brain-power and culture, yet I 
cannot, I dare not acknowledge that my 
creed is a poor shrivelled-up, contracted, 
no-progress-making creed, or that I have 
not tried to extend my mental powers, or 
to search for further light, for I have used 
all the means within my reach to obtain 
these objects. 

"It was in the ignorance of boyhood I 
first became acquainted with the truth of 
God; not in any of the learned cities of 
Greece, under tutors and governors, but 
in a country village; and having been 
called, in the good providence of God, to 
fill positions of some importance in this 
vast and learned city, ancl to be brought 
into contact with men of refinement and 
of culture, of all grades of thought and 
professions, I soon found my poor village 
~quirementsquiteunequa.l to my position; 
but I did not say, ' Dig I cannot, and to 
beg I am ashamed,' but to begging _of God 
I went, aµd to digging also in the various 
fields of truth. At early morn and late 
at night, before and after the toils of a 
business da.y, you might have seen me for 
years, pen in hand, trying to improve my 
poor diminutive powers; neither have I 
been so narrow-minded a bigot as our 
Strict Baptists are sometimes taken to be, 
for I have had to consort with men of a.11 
shades of religious and irreligious thought. 
The Socinian and the Wesleyan, the Duty
faith adherent and the Puseyite devotee, 
have I had at times to associate with, not 
to the exclusion of the Catholic ; ancl I 
have been so unorthodox as to read all 
kinds of literature, inficlel productions 
and religious. Wesley and Jonathan 
Edwards, Andrew Fuller ancl John Gill, 
Tobias Crisp and Joseph Hussey, Hun
tington and Dwight, Owen and Goodwin, 
Charnock and Keach, Spurgeon and 
Hazelton, the Gospel Magazine and the 
Gospel Herald, the Gospel Standard and 
the Earthen Vessel, and especially the 
parchments and at last, my brother 
Alclerson's 1Lecture, on 'Ministerial Fi
delity;' and no b~ok of late. years has 
given me more pam than this Lecture: 
and these books have been searched, pen 
in hand, early and late, for ' What is 
truth? ' while the usual hours of the day 
have been devoted to commercial pursuits, 
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so that I think you will say, If I have not 
made progress, it is not because I have 
not laboured for it; and I think you will 
also consider that I deserve your sympathy 
rather than your scorn ; yet, notwith
standing all these years of labour and of 
intercourse with men and things, I declare 
that, t.o the best of my belief, my convic
tions of 'What is truth? ' have not varied 
one iota from the first day until now, and 
I have not, therefore, according to your 
view, made progress, but still remain that 
same poor, narrow-minded, high-doctrine 
bigot, as when I first set out on pilgrimage 
to the heavenly city; still believing in the 
one God, one Mediator, one faith, one 
baptism, and that whatever belief or 
preaching is not in accordance with this 
blessed oneness, I most assuredly believe 
is not of God, but is of the devil and of 
men-' to the law and to the testimony, if 
we "Speak not according to that, it is be
cause there is no light in us.' ' If any man 
speak, let him speak according to the 
oracles of God.' I also declare that I 
have found, and do find, electing love, 
redeeming blood, justifying righteousness, 
and sanctifying grace-which were the 
doctrines with which I first started on 
pilgrimage-so soul-enriching, supporting, 
consoling and establishing, that after 
neariy a forty years' experience of them, 
I e&y, with the king of Israel-no mean 
personage in God's account-they are all 
my salvation and all my desire. 
'Oh whither should I turn, ii I should turn from 

them;' 
and with the late high-doctrinal Joseph 
Irons, 

• Lord, write this Gospel in my heart, 
And in its blessings give me part, 
Until I see my Se.viour's face, 
And sing, I am ea.ved by Gospel grace.' 11 

The M{Yfl,thly RBcord of the Protestant 
Evangelical Mi.•sion. The Sept. number 
is cheap and rich. " How a Perplexed 
Papist Found Peace " is precious; in fact, 
the whole number is filled with wise, 
warning and wholesome words. It 
affords ,;s pleasure to, see Lieut.-~olo~el 
Brockman still occupymg the Pres1dent1al 
chair. If we ever knew a genuine, God
fearing, Christian, this exoollent ollic?r is 
one of no mean order. The Committee 
comprises a number of gentlemen of high 
repute. The stalwart Secretary, Robert 
Steele Esq., we have known for many 
years.' The successful working of t~e 
Mission. under God, bas been the fruit 
of his iiltelligent and unceasing toil. All 
who value the religious privileges we still 
enjoy should support this Mission, whose 
offices a.re at 6, Racquet Court, Fleet 
Street. 

minister of East lane Baptist chapel. 
We have no heart at the present to review. 
Letters from all quarters discover so much 
of contention and division, we tremble 
and retire. Not cowardly, but, having 
suffered and sorrowed so much over the 
incoming of error, mixed with truth, we 
feel not disposed to rush hastily into war· 
with any man. Less of men o.nd 
more of the Ma.it.er, is our cry. Our table 
is heaped up with letters, all about 
Hearson, Spurgeon, Moody, Alderson, 
Shepherd, Styles, Baxter, J.B. M., S. C., 
and others. Seeing the weather is stormy, 
and panics at hand, we sigh for a quiet 
corner. 

Natural versus Spiritual Religion. P. 
Leigh, Esq., of Liverpool, in this penny 
pamphlet, has issued a long letter he 
addressed to Dr. Doudney, exposing the 
free-will heresy of Mr. George Muller. 
From the Archbishops down to the
smallest evangelical ; from the most 
popular to the most obscure village 
preacher, the doctrine of natural credence 
is the foundation on which all the so
called Churches are built. The faith of 
God's elect is ignored; the free-will assent 
to the Word is set up. We ask, Is not 
this building on the sand? Will not the
fall of multitudes of professors be awful? 
Dreadfully delusive dreams are illaking 
parsons rich ; but how they will stand in 
the judgment is not our province to 
divine. Jesus is able to save unto the
very uttermost, or we bnd been lost. 

Dr. Hawker's grandson, the late R. B. 
Hawker, of Cornwall, is pourtrayed in 
Gospel Magazine for Sept. as a character 
sufficiently varied to form a romance of 
extraordinary interest. But the Gospel 
Magazim.e has several papers drawn from 
those hearts wherein Christ alone is. 
formed as "the hope of glory," and they 
are better than the chameleon clergyman. 

" Luther Burning the Pope's Bull " 
is a grand picture in Home Word•. What 
men of mettle our God bas sometimes· 
raised up to do His great work. We 
appear to want a Luther in England bad 
enough now, but, as the ministers of the 
people in these times laugh at the idea, the 
Lord leaves the nation to dre&m out its 
own folly. Thomas Stringer would have 
made a bold Protestant pleader, if hi1 
mind had turnea that way. 

Miniate..-ial Fidelity. By W. Alderson, 

Historic Stones jrom the King'• Higla
way, ,tc. By C. Brider, The Nursery,. 
Salisbury. Mr. Brider is the master-man 
and chief manager of " The Gospel Book 
Mission to the Army and Navy." We 
wish to send him at least one thousand 
copies of our Earthen VeBBel and some 
0"6et"ing W orda ; but we cannot do eo 
unleBS some of our well-off readers will, 
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help to bear the cost. Our beautiful 
chapel at South Hackney, which our 
friends have gitJan to us (?), has a mort
gage on it of £600. We have paid off 
all but the mortgage ; and our expenses 
are over £50 per annum, leaving nothing 
for the preacher. We have prayed 
to be enabled to pay off this £600, and 
the further cost of repairing our said 
chapel, by selling one million of books, 
periodicals, &c., all of a sterling, truthful 
character. This is a heavy piece of work 
to come in at the end of a long and 
laborious life; but if our Lord will help 
us, it will be done, ere to this world of 
sorrows and mercies we bid farewell. 

IJay of bays gives sketch and sample 
of old Samuel Ward's Protestant preach
ing. Sketch of his life and usefulness is 
given in October Cheering Words. 

Tracts by Theophilus Thoughtful. No. 
1. Adoration of Talent-Not of 1ruth; 
the Worship of Gold-Not of God. Talk 
of a sword, this is a cleaver. Theophilus 

. ought to distinguish between abstract 
talent and the matrimony of talent and 
truth. But, above all, there must be a 
Trinity in a man before he can be a safe 
minister. First of all, if he has "not 
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His." 
This is the sad, the awful, the deceiving 
danger. Many of our pre~ent race of 
pulpiteers and platformers have tR.lent
reading, thinking, talking talent. We 
have heard men talk for near an hour 
and say nothing. Most amazingly im
pudent fellows ! They stare, and halloo, 
and fling their arms about-but wind, 
only wind. Then some have truth, the 
letter of truth on their tongue; but the 
Spirit of Christ is not seen. Let a man 
have the Spirit of Christ, God's Truth, 
in all its majesty and sanctifying power, 
and, withal, let him have a well-com
pounded natural talent, and he will be as 
one among a thousand. Now the Spirit 
of our sublimely-blessed God and Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, is a Spirit of unity, 
a Spirit of holy, living sympathy, and a 
Spirit of delightfully-expanding intellec
tuality. Theophilus Thoughtful may rest 
assured his Tracts will not find many 
friends in this day. No. 2 is amazing. 
Boys I When Will Ye Leave Off Quarrel
ling l If Theophilus had thought rightly, 
he would have perceived, the fathers and 
mothers having been taken out of the way, 
the boys and girls will quarrel to see who 
thall be master. It is a terrible time for the 
few poor old pilgrims who are left. The 
young lads and lasses are so superior to 
all who have ever gone before them, that 
they only desire the house swept of the 
few old servants yet left behind and then 

they will have some wonderful perform
ances. 

" How to Preach so as to Convert No
body." Thirty rules for such a ministry 
is given in September SwO'T'd and 1r0'1Vet. 
And thirty more might be added. Awful 
work though! We pine in our souls for 
that soul-agonising prayer, for that mighty 
faith, for that burning love, for that 
solemn sense of having to give an account, 
that should make us like Knox and White
field, whose unquenchable zeal and bowels 
of compassion consumed them in their 
work. Many of the present race of 
mumblers, grumblers, and groaners al
most drive us mad. Lazy, lukewarm, 
mo;:e-tban-half-asleep professors of the 
pulpit art, may the Lord God omnipotent 
awaken you to a terrible conviction of the 
desolations and divisions, the soul-starving 
and heart-deceiving work many of you 
are doing. 0 Lord, have mercy on our 
parsons and people. 

How to see nature's grand scenery in 
England is nicely told in the September 
part of The Gardener's Magazine. Pic
tures of new flowers and everything about 
gardening fills up its massive pages. 

Letters for the aged and the young, 
with pictures pretty and plentiful, are in 
good Old Jonathan for September, from 
the offices of Messrs. Collingridge. 

Understanding and Knowledge. A ser
mon by William Crowther, of Gomersal, 
Leeds. The entire proceeds of the sale 
of this discourse will be given to the 
funds of the Protestant Blind Pension 
Society. It is published by R. Banks, 
Racquet Court; and can be bad of Mr. 
Pocock, 235, Southwark Bridge Road. 

The Cardinal and Duty-Faith. " The 
man who bas been trying to push back 
the sea" makes a gre1>t noise about Dr. 
Manning's insisting upon the Church of 
Rome being the only Church where unity 
and salvation are to be found. ,v e see 
little difference between the Cardinal of 
Rome and the whole host of free-will 
professing Protestants. Manning depre
cates a religion of feeling; so did Moody; 
so do nearly all our ministers. Manning 
says, Believe in the Pope and the Church 
of Rome and you are secure; the others 
say, "Take God at His word, and you are 
saved." Sirs, let us tell you, Albeit you 
are all so proud and presumptuous you 
will not believe us, still, once more let 
us tell you all true religion flows from 
new covenant relationship: it ia com
menced in the soul by the regenerating 
work of the Holy Ghost; it is developed 
by a repentance toward God, and a heart
purifying faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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This God-wrought religion in the soul 
will be fiercely resisted by &ta.n, by sin, 
by seducing spirits; but a Triune God 
never yet begun a good work, but He 
carried it, on unto perfection. Whether it 
be Rome's Cardinal or England's con
quering orator, it is of little moment; all 
teae.hing of religion which gives man any 
power in his own salvation is rebellion 
against the Almighty. 

An appeal t.o all preachers and pastors. 
The late William Palmer, when at Dun
stable, nearly fifty years since, wrote and 
published a duodecimo of 360 pages, in 
which he diligently exposed and exploded 
the now fashionable and popular system 
of "offered grace and general invita
tions." Mr. Smith, the deacon of Provi
dence, at Kettering, kindly lent us the 
volume the other day when we were 
there. Some extracts from it may help 
our weak brethren to come to decision. 

'' The Great Crisis Comes ! '' We have 
for years been, in some humble measure, 
crying out " The Wolf ! '' Of course no 
heed has been given. Were we to quote 
an article by James Johnstone, Esq., in 
his last issue of The United Kingdom 
Anti-Papal League Magazine, we should 
bring into court some undeniable evidence 
that the sound of alarm is not without 
foundation. "The House of Hanover 
versus The House of Stewart " is the title 
of the paper referred to. The organisa
tion of the League of St. Sebastian in our 
Army and Navy is progressing. It is de
clared to be " a world-wide conspiracy for 
the restoration of the Pope's temporal 
power and sovereignty over all monarchs." 
Dr. John Owen, John Bunyan, Dr. Gill, 
William Huntington, Joseph Irons, and 
other eminent servants of God, each in 

hie day sounded the alarm, " England is 
in danger." No heaven-instruct,ed min
iste1· of Christ will fail to cry aloud and 
spare not, whether men hear or forbear. 

" The Thing as It Is.'' The teachings 
of Tke &wer on Man, Faith, and Mani
festations. London : Houlstons, This 
th1·eepenny book comes from the pen of 
that indust1·ious and intelligent editor ancl 
preacher, Mr. Septimus Sears. As a real 
friend we press upon any of our halting, 
hesitating, cloudy, anxious, and truth
seeking readers the careful examination 
of every page in this precious volume. 

"Ministers Fall Out One With 
Another." One Parson Murrey, in the 
first No. of a new volume of Tke Ohri-8-
tian .,J.ge, gives the parsons a sound 
thrashing. He says, " Our Churches are 
filled with discussions that will never 
benefit anybody." Jesus ea.id, "Go and 
preach the Gospel.'' If we are the ser
vants of that self-sacrificing Saviour, let 
us "learn of Him," and do as He com
mands. Tke Ohrutian Age has some use
ful matter in all its numbers. 

"The Battle-Field of Life," in Or,r 
Own Fireside, is better than all the 
Brighton theories of " Higher Christian 
Life." With many millions this life has 
been a battle-field indeed. Broken and 
bleeding hearts; murderers and martyrs, 
with a miserable train of sin-smitten 
children of sorrow, have been found in 
every age. Yet, with David, there has 
been a generation who could exclaim, " I 
sought the Lord, and He heard me, and 
delivered me from all my fears." To 
hold on in the good fight of faith divine, 
and to finish our course with holy joy, is 
the greatest mercy we desire. 

"TO BE WITH CHRIST," 

To tlie n&emory of a Christian lady, wife of a Baptut Doocon, who recently departed 
"to be with Ohrut," 

« To be with Christ," thou dying saint, 
Beyond distress,-beyond complaint; 
Where pain and sorrow are no more, 
Nor storms disturb that peaceful shore, 
'Tis hard to part,-yet why repine? 
Why murmur at the will Divine? 
That will but calls thee to thy rest, 
" To be with Christ," for ever blest. 
Through all thy long afflicted day, 
He was thy Solace, and thy Stay; 
And now above all earthly strife, 
He takes thee home to endless life. 

Mctrtclu,ster, May, 1875, 

1 And shall we mourn that thou must rise, 
I To join thy Saviour in tho skies? 

Or shed sad tears that thou art blest 
With sweet repose on Jesus' breast? 
No, never! but with humble heart, 
We bow submissive while we part; 
For thou art only gone before, 
And soon we meet to part no more. 
Adieu ! Adieu! The angels wait 
To lead thee to yon heav'nly gate ; 
And there, afar from grief and pain, 
In endless bliss we meet again. 

WILLIAM STOJ(ES, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE RAILWAY 

NOTES. 
For Northampton, Sat.1 August 28, 1875. 

In a bus once more I am snaking; a journey 
now I am taking, and this moment it comes 
to me, it is forty-seven years this day since 
my eldest son was born. On August 28, 
1828, he came into the world. 

Forty years and more was he 
In this cold world a toiler, 

And then so sudden called to flee, 
By Death, the cruel spoiler. 

Ah, Death ! how oft to me you've come 
And taken from my peaceful home 

Some choice aud lovely branches. 
KentiBh Town.-Ordered to change and 

wait the pleasure of the governors of the 
rail. Yesterday they buried poor Joseph 
Warren. I hope I wa.q the Lord's hand in 
sending him hither and thither for years. 
As an instrument, from the field I took him 
to Biggleswade to succeed John Corbitt, and 
from tLence I found other doors open for 
him. As a small pioneer, I have worked for 
Churches and ministers for over thirty years, 
but that agency is nearly gone. 
To Broughton and Kettering I'm now en

gaged to go, 
If the Lord will health and strength enough 

bestow. 
These journeys soon with me must end, 
May Jes.us then be found my Friend. 

Amen ! 0 Lord, Amen ! 
As I was kneeling last night by my bed

side, and reading a Psalm, those words gently 
persuaded me to think upon them:-" 0 
send out Thy light and Thy truth," &c. 

The first note I saw was the Church's 
earnest zeal. All her heart comes out in 
her-" 0 ! " Then her cry and her vow. 

Kettering, August 31, 1875.-Now in a 
Midland for Lonaon, if the mercy of the 
Lord will hold me safe. I wish to review 
and record the goodness of the Lord toward 
me in this most singular journey. 
Tender and pitiful my Lord to me has been ; 
His promises so true, I every day have seen, 

In His employ sweet joy I've found, 
In every place His praise I'd sound. 
Yes, when I can go forth in faith and holy 

fear to help the Churches of His grace, my 
inward consolations deeply abound. 

Leaving home last Saturday, contrary to 
doctor's advice nnd home intreaties, I did 
not feel happy. When I reached Kettering 
on Saturday night it was dark, it poured 
with rain; I felt ill; mv old shoes appeared 
to let in the damp. Sorrow sunk my soul 
in inward grief; but in the "Prudential" 
Agency office, in Alexandra street, Ketter
ing, I found a gentle and gracious welcome. 
Leaning on pastor James Locke's arm, we 
crept along ; and under the kind nursing ot 
those two doves, Mr. and Mrs. Smith, I was 
enabled to pen the following lines in 
Broughton chapel vestry :-

Broughton, Sunday morning, AuJ\". 29, 
1875.-Reached Kettering late last night; 
pouring rain ; was ill all night, favoured 
with some dozing intervals and some rest; 
~entleman Baker brought me this morning 
m trap; thank God, I am here in vestry all 
alone. May our glorious Lord help and use 
me, a poor old pilgrim in this world. 

SUNDAY IN BRO"C"GHTO:'I". 

One Tuesday evening, in summer of 1875, 
I was permitted to preach in the New Union 
chapel ip Broughton, near Kettering. Mr. 
Deacon John Palmer invited me to preach 
for them one Sunday in August, and our 
brother John Palmer is such a pleasinll", 
kind, winning sort of a Christian, that I felt 
compelled to promise to be in Broughton, 
the Lord permitting, the last Sunday in 
August. 

Notes of getting to Kettering, thence to 
Broughton, have been given. :'.'iow, just 
fancy a pilgrim-sort-of-a-parson on a Sun
day morning, in the midst of harvest, enter
ing the iron gates of the Union chapel more 
than one hour before the time for service. 

The gates did not refuse me entrance. 
Nor did the chapel door, · 

So round the place I walked, 
In spirit low and poor. 

Not a soul could be seen, 
Not a somad could be beard, 

So I strolled down a valley, 
My mind strangely blurr'd. 

. Broughton is one of a pr~tty chain of 
villages between Kettering andNorthampton. 
Broughton is a rural and, I think, much
favoured locality. It has a church, of 
course; but no large amount of friends, 
while its Union chapel bas often full three 
hundred anxious souls listening to the sounds 
of salvation as therein proclaimed. As I 
walked towards the church that morning- mv 
mind mused over the double promise.:.. 
"These thing will I do unto them, and not 
forsake them." That text did for morning; 
and a thickly-strewed congregation listened 
quietly unto the end. 

THE LYDIA OF BROD"GHTO:S-

is Mrs. Mobbs, up the Avenue. With her 
and her quiet, godly husband I dined and 
rested. 

Ah, Mrs. Mobbs is a kind of Parsonic 
Encyclopredia. 

"I have had," said the venerable lady to 
me, "nil the three Mr. Spur_g-eons here 
-Mr. C. H., M.r. J. A., and their lather. 
Charles Spurgeon is a pleasant, kind man ; 
no pride in him," said my hostess. Professor 
Rogers, too, and Silverton, aud a multitude 
of ministers, too many to mention, all have 
been cared for and pra.ved for in good Lydia 
Mobbs's clean and comfortable double cot
tage. I pray the Lord to reward the deyout 
brother Mobbs and wife, for they take 
pleasure in making poor parsous happy. 

If any of you go to Broughton to preach 
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on a Sunday, remember they expect you to 
keep on at it. At le89t, ii they think you are 
good for anytbing. They gave me three 
services-three increasingly large con~rega
tions. Three sermons, three chapters, six 
prayers, about a rlozen hymns (all clearly 
read by John Palmer, and most correctly 
and delightfully rendered by the choir), 
made the Sabbath pass off happily; and, 
although I was unwell, I was carried through 
mercifully, and was almost sorry when the 
services- were over. 

Monday morning found me thinking over 
the seven great fears Jesus delivers His people 
from. 

I was thinking, as I Jay in bed, of the 
seven great sources of fear to the trembling 
seeker. There is the fall, the law, the tribu
lations in the world, the certainty of death, 
the judgment, the Jake of fire, and the holi
ness of heaven. All these stern facts stand 
out before the eye of the Ii ving seeker after 
sah•ation; but I saw that our Lord Jesus 
Christ had met all the requirements of these 
powers, and, in His time, He brought all 
true spiritual Israelites out of their fears, 
because, as Paul said to the Colossians-" In 
Rim dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily; " and "ye are complete in Him." 

Mondav morning, August 30, I walked 
from Broughton to Kettering, and, as I 
had that afternoon to preach, thoughts on 
the perfection of the Saviour's deliverance of 
His people gave me a little furniture f~r a 
brief afternoon's discourse. 

If I can fetch them up I will dot down a 
short record of the difl'erent seasons wherein 
a living faith fetches a regenerated soul out 
of all its fears. 

THE MEARD'S COURT CHURCH. 
DEAR BANKS,-Allowme to supplement 

with a few thoughts your remarks re
specting my note of enquiry which appeared 
in" Earthen Vessel." 

It is to be regretted that that note should 
have been received in a way other than what 
the author intended; and I here haste to · 
say that in no part of the said note is it 
definitely asserted that the Church at 
Meal'd '• c-ourt had changed in its principles 
of communion! The question is merely 
asked, uut not positive!:!'. dete:mined. The 
embodiment of the enqmry will be seen as 
follows:-" Is it possible that the Church 
to which the late John Stevens so ably 
ministered has seen it expedient to change 
her views ol Church order from 'Strict' to 
'Open Communion'? II so, how alarming!" 
&c. 

Now the motive which actuated the 
writer to pen the above-although in some 
measure misguided by ignorance-was pure 
love to the truth as it is in Jesus. Nor was 
tl,e writer the originator of the supposition 
that a change in order of communion had 
taken place in the above Church, for that 
was believed by many to be certam from 
what had been freely circulated . the_ month 
previous in a contemporary pubhcat1on. 

Tue following statement will be seen to 
be amply sufficient to form the foundation of 

the above enquiry:-" Our beloved brother 
J. T. Briscoe, of Salem, Meard's court, 
Soho, h89 seen reason to adopt sentiments 
nearly, if not quite, identical with those 
whir.It are unanswerably refuted in his great 
predecessor's work, the • Help for the Dis
ciples of Emmanuel,' his Church having 
also committed themselves to his altered 
views." 

Is it a matter of surerise that an enquiry 
should be made respectmg the order of the 
Church? Is there no presumptive evidence 
apparent to warrant an asse1·tion of the kind? 
The person alluded to in the quotation 89 
being " refuted " was no other than the 
famous (or rather infamous) Andrew Fuller, 
whose ministry and writings I hesitate not in 
saying have done more harm to the professing 
Church, and to tke honour of Jesus Christ, 
than the most subtle writings of Voltaire, 
the pernicious principles of Rousseau, the 
false philosophy ofVolney and Marat, or the 
bare-faced impudence of the author of the 
"Age of Reason." It is the writer's happy 
lot to be somewhat acquainted with a few of 
the writings of the late venerable John 
Stevens, from which sufficient proof may 
be gathered to satisfy any one that the justly 
celebrated author was a man sound in the 
truth, and of sterling worth as a Christian
independent of his peculiar views of the pre
existence of Christ-and any departure from 
the doctrine enunciated by such an able 
divine might well be received with sus
picion. 

But to the point at issue. The kind, 
loving, Christian friend who first drew my 
attention to the above report, thought, as 
myself and a number of other friends, that 
the " altered views," stated to have occurred 
in the Church at Meard's court, were in 
order of communion, as well as in doctrine, 
as the one is so closelv allied to the other, 
that they are supposed in no case to exist 
long apart. Apropos the words of a modern 
poet,-
"Forthcomlng events cast their shadows before." 

However, hundreds of Christian friends will 
be heartily glad to be undeceived in the 
matter, for what concerns one section of the 
Church of Christ concerns the whole body. 
Trusting that the before-mentioned note of 
enquiry, when carefully re-read, and the 
concurrent circumstances which continue to 
give rise to its assumption, aredulyconsidered, 
the writer will be entitled rather to exculpa
tion from blame than to uncharitable censure, 
especially as conscience is well known to 
suffer more from silence than from frankness 
of expression, when Christian principles are 
at stake. 

As ever yours, in the best of bonds, 
Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS. 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD. 
Dark in truth, as now we are, 

We once a blessed light enjoyed, 
When Dr. James with us did share 

The gifts wherewith he was employed. 
This good old Baptist history we hope to 

review, with " Dissent in Hitchin." 
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MR. ANDERSON AND MR. KERN AT 
KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 

Monday, Sept. 6, was B happy day to the 
friends assembled. At the appointed time, 
brother Anderson sounded the note, that 
" He will regard the prayer of the destitute, 
and not despise their prayer." It was ob
served of Zion, her people take pleasure \n 
her stones • the people do find pleasure m 
each other~ sometimes pain; but, a~r all, 
when it comes to the push, they all smg,-

" My sou! shall pray for Zion still." 
Destitution is thA state of him who is home
less, penniless, help_less-altogether _depen
dent. In another view, such an. one ts not .a 
pauper at all, but inestimably nch, an heir 
of God joint-heir with Christ. True prayer 
was tbat of necessity, earnestness ; not 
needing a book, as the Church minister, who 
couldn't find in his a prayer for the man 
whom he visited with a broken legJ· but 
had he looked inl1 Psalm Ii., he woul, have 
found something about " broken bones." 
As the mother is the only one in a party, 
perhaps who hears the infant's cry, so the 
Lord a'ttends His children's wants, looks 
down from heaven to behold, not the pal9:ces 
and grandeur of the great, but the groanmg 
of the prisoner, and to loose t~ose that are 
appointed to death. Prayer will then turn 
to praise. . 

After a most acceptable tea, brother Kern•s 
report was listened to by II crowded con
gregation. He said : "And the God of I~rael 
will be your Rereward." The person tn!e
rested in this was said to be " the captive 
daughter of Zion." Here was a close question 
-Have we been rescued, been brought to a 
stop to repent, to recoil from sin? If not, 
we know nothing of the rescue. The God 
of Israel was the Trinity; but although he 
had been tempted as to whether he did not 
honour one of the three more than the others, 
he spoke that night of Christ, in proof of 
whose Deity he then quoted but one verse,-

" Thnt Christ Is God I can avouch, 
And for His people cares, 

Since I have prayed to Him as such-
And He does answer prayers." 

This God, as their Rereward, their Portion, 
their Prop, and Provider, will gather them 
up as their Preserver at last, saying, 
" Father, here I am and those whom Thou 
hast given Me." PURSUANT. 

CAMDEN TOWN. - Services to com
memorate third anniversary of the Strict 
Baptist Church in Milton hall were held on 
Lord's-day, Sept. 12. Sermons by Messrs. 
Lodge, Stringer, and Gander. On followini;t 
Tuesday, tea and public meeting. Mr. D. 
Gander presided; W. Beddow prny~d: The 
chairman said there were four wmtmg for 
baptism, and others waiting to be received. 
He was satisfied Divine direction had brought 
them together; they dwelt in harmony. 
Mr. Steed spoke on love; M1•. Lortge on the 
efficacy of the Atonement; Messrs. Law
rence, Squirrel!, and N ugeot discoursed on 
sovereign displays of grace. 1\'1eetings were 
pleasant-and profitable. W. B. 

.EDEN CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE. 
"The Lord doth bnlld up Jerusalem: He 

gathereth together tbe outcasts of Israel." 
How very bleased and varied are the pro

mises of our God scattered up and down the 
sacred record of divine truth! and how 
adapted to the needs, and suited to the re
quirements, of each individual believer in 
Jesus, during his sojourn in a land of f!Gr• 
rows; and not merely are these precious 
promises adapted to _ tb~ _needs an_d the re
quirements of each 10d1v1dual behever, but 
to the Church as she stands in her collective 
form ! How very blesBed was that grac(ous 
promise which Jehovah made to the ancient 
Church in Isaiah's day :-" For Zion's sake 
(said He) will I not hold My peace, and for 
Jerusalem's sake will I not rest, until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, 
and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth." 

It is now about three years ago, after 
wrestling with the Lord at His threoe on 
behalf of our Zion, that this precious word 
was most powerfully applied to ".°Y.•oul, :11;1d 
it was a balm indeed to my fa10t10g spmt. 
At that time we were in a most deplorable 
state. The chapel was dilapidated and most 
inconvenient; in the Church anarchy and 
confusion reigned supreme; and ~e had an 
itinerant ministry-no one to go 10 and out 
before us · so we cried 110 to the Lord in our 
trouble, ~od, blessed be His holy name, as 
He is ever wont, He delivered us out of our 
distress by sending us a man of truth, of 
prayer, of energy and zeal, in the person of 
our dear brother McCure, to preside over us. 

The Lord was pleased to bless the Word 
to the people ; the Church increased; we 
began to find the place incommodious for 
us and at times, almost insupportable from 
its'heat' and ill ventilation, and we enquired 
of the Lord again, and, by the very great 
encourno-ement we received, we could but 
coosider0 the answer to be, " Certainly I will 
be with thee." We began to build; verily 
the Lord was with us; He sent us silver and 
gold as we required;· and, when we opened 
the place, He so opened the hearts ot the 
people that we could present it a free-will 
offering to His sacred l\Iajesty. 

" His goodness, how amazing great! 
And what a condescending God." 

And still our God is with us in applying His 
precious Word to the henrts of the people, as 
the subjoined report will testily. 

On Thursday evening, Sept. 2, OIJ:r new 
pool was opened, and our pastor, 10 the 
presence of a large congregation, baptized 
eleven believers-two were from the school; 
they had witnessed a good confession before 
the Church, many of them beiug born B!1,"ain 
through the instrumentality of the Word 
under Mr. MeCure's ministry, nod now they 
were enabled, in a calm nucl happy manner, 
to seal that confession by obeying the com
mands of the Master, declaring before the 
world, 

11 I'm not asham'd to own my Lord," &c. 

Our dear brother Flack, from London, 
read Isaiah !iii., and then, with much fervour, 
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presented us, our cause, and the candidates 
before the mercy-throne, after which our 
r.ru;tor delivered a discourse from the words, 
' Whosoever shall be ashamed of Me, or My 

words, in this adulterous and sinful genera
tion, of him shall the Son of Man be 
ashamed," &c. The sermon was felt to be a 
lucid and solemn exposition of the sacred 
text; it was a solemn, sacred service, and a 
precious season to many. 

Lord's-day, 5, was a day of special enjoy
ment. At the afternoon service (having re
ceived some others by letters of honourable 
dismission from sister Churches) fifteen re
ceh-ed the right hand of fellowship, and were 
added to our number, making altogether 
forty since his pastorate commenced. 

JOSEPH FAVELL. 

HOMEWARD BOUND FROM 
AUSTRALIA. 

To THE EDITOR OF THE "EARTHEN 
VESSEL,"-My dear brother in the Lord 
Jesus, love, mercy and peace be unto you 
from Him. I rejoice to hear from you by 
,•our " Vessel " every month, that you stand 
fast in the Lord, and in His imperishable 
truth. I am led with mingled feelings of 
joy and grief to inform you that many of 
vour spiritual readers here, who have for 
inanyyears perused your "Vessel" with plea
sure and profit, have been taken from ~ur 
midst, within the ,·ail, to be "for ever with 
the Lord." Whilst we mourn their absence 
from our holy place in Zion, we do rejoice 
that we know they have entered the most 
holy place, and are present wit~ th~ Lor~, 
to behold His glory and enquire m HIS 
temple. 

0 what a mercy to have such a home to 
go to, after such a long pilgri~age ofs_on'ow, 
trial and toil !-the rest which remams for 
the people of God. For this we often pray,-

" Lord. let a poor labourer here below 
That peaceful harbour llnd." 

Well some five or six of our dear kindred 
have fo'und the harbour to which we speed 
oui· way, within these last few weeks. 

0 Safe folded in our Father's arms, 
Thev there forgot their breath, 

And IOst tbemsel'\"'es among the charms 
Of so dh-ine a death." 

A brother by the name of William Pont, of 
fourscore years, who has been wi~h o~r 
Churches for near sixty years, and with tblS 
Church from its commencement, a trustee, 
and once a deacon. He had much enjoyed 
the ministry of dear Gadsby and others, 
when in England. Now, 

'' The Lord baR kissed biR soul a.,va.y, 
And laid hi• flesh to rest." 

Another of' those who have joined the ranks 
above, where Jesus 

"Walks in rich garments dyed in blood, 
.A.nd shows His gloriow Hears,,, 

is a brother bv the name of Middenway, of a 
kind wise and loving heart. He was the 
superintendent of our Sabbath school; sixty
five years of age; was with this Church 
from the beginning of brother McCure's 
ministry here. I loved this dear brother 

very fervently, and his kind looks and words 
and loving pmyers1 very much encourageJ 
me. But the Lore! took him in a moment. 
As an engineer at the " Herald " office, he 
was oiling the mae.hinery, and was snatched 
up in a moment, and lay at the feet of our 
brother Cottam.I who was engaged in the 
same office, a lireless corpse. 

"His purer spirit, like o. flash, 
Forsook its house of clay; 

Flew to a world of glory bright, 
And realms of endless do.y." 

Here we were called upon to look upon 
a calm, placid1 lovely looking face, a broken 
neck, five broKen ribs, and II broken thigh; 
and with a heaving breast and streaming 
eyes learn, in letters of Almighty love, that 

"Not a single shaft can hit, 
Till the God of love sees.flt." 

As I looked upon my brother's mortal 
remains, awaiting the inquest, how solemnly, 
sweetly, and blessedly the holy words of 
truth ran about in every secret feeling place 
ofmy heart. 

"He that formed me in the womb, 
He shall guide me to the tomb; 
All my times shall ever be 
Ordered by His wise decree.'' 

I fell into the adoration of my Lord in the 
words of Job-" Seeing his days are deter
mined, the number of his mon1hs are with 
Thee, Thou hast appointed hid bounds that 
he cannot pass.'' With this morsel of bread 
from the table of our heavenly Father, this 
draught of wine from the cup of His love, the 
sorrowing widow, the weeping pastor, and 
the mourning Church, were comforted, as 
we went to the grave and said :-

" Earthly cavern, to thy keeping 
We commit our brother's dust." 

Everlasting mercy and deathless love helped 
us most -lovingly to sing there,-

" Sweetly sleep, dear saint, in J esns1 

Thou with us she.It wake from death." 
The kind-hearted proprietors, or gentlemen 
under whom our dear brother was engaged 
for twenty-eight years, told me most solemnly 
that for the whole of that time he had so 
behaved, that he never once required reproof. 
All honour to Divine grace, and the doctrine 
thereof, and let this rebuke the falsehood of 
those who say that the doctrine of free-grace 
leads to sin. Millions of evidences like this 
reprove this libel. Our depart81! brother was 
much attached to the ministry of dear 
Gadsby, of blessed memory. The kind 
gentlemen to whom I have referred, after a 
profitable interview, sent me to our widowed 
sister, with the noble assurance that they 
would allow her .£6 per month for life. We 
could but fraise the Lorc,I, and thank them 
with a ful heart and swimming e_yes. 0 
what a good, kind God we have to do with. 

"And though we ca.n 't Hie goings see, 
Nor all His footstep• llnd: 

Too wise to be mistaken He, 
Too good to be unkind." 

Another of our dear departed ones is a Mrs. 
Jones, seventy-three yenrs of age, who had 
been with this Church the same time as the 
before-named brother, and a liberal supporter 
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of the snme, She had been a Indy of many 
sore trials and dietreBBes, in which she had 
been bleseedly sustained by the everlasting 
arms underneath her. Learning from our 
kind-hearted physician that the time of her 
departure was near, I endeavoured to set 
holy bread, old wine, and strong meat before 
her, such as-" Who shall separate us from 
the love of God? " "He bath said, I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.'' I said, 
"Dearest sister, He will not fo!'Mke you now, 
nor ever." .. -.;5 

Gasping for breath, she said,-:";; --::;:'::::;: 
"The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose, 
He ca.nnot, He will not desert to His foes, 
Tha.t son!, tho' all hell should endeavour to sha.ke, 
He'll never, no never, no never forsake." 
With this good confeseion of faith upon her 
precious lips and heart, 

"The Almighty kissed her soul away, 
And la.id her flesh to rest." 

With the following lines to her memory1 I 
remain your very affectionate brother in tne 
Lord Jesus. 
AFFEOTION.I.TELY IN MEMORY OF OUR BllLOVED 

SISTER Mas. THOS. JONIIS, WHO FELL ASLEBP 
IN JESUS, JUNE 16, 1875.' 

Dear sister, thou a.rt gone. 
To dwell with Christ above; 
To see His heavenly face, 
And drink His streams of love. 

Tuned be thy harp, and glad thy son!, 
Where tides of pleasure ever roll. 

Thy threescore years and ten 
Had roll'd their rapid round: 
Some brought fnll tides of grief, 
In some sweet joy was found. 

But now Eternity is thine, 
Where Jesu's face for ever shine. 

Grace saved thy precious soul, 
And gave thee to the La.mb; 
Grace set thy soul above 
The sink of huma.n sham. 

Grace made thee loving, true and kind
Alo.s. how few of these we find/ 

Thy tribnlation's past, 
And a.11 thy sorrow's o'er; 
Thou a.rt not lost to us, 
Only just gone before. 

Old Jordan's stream is cross'd by thee, 
From sin and sorrow thou art free. 

A sister dear is gone, 
A faithful friend removed; 
From Zion po.et awe.y 
A member much beloved. 

Say-cloes she cease in Christ to stand ? 
No-nearer to Him, in Bis land. 

Lord Jesus, fill her place 
With some dear loving heart, 
Knit into ours by love 
Which deo.th can neve~ part. 

As saints are gathered to their home 
Let sinners unto Zion come. 1 

S DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 
ydney, June 19, 1876. 

DEVIZES.-We have had Hemington 
and Hazelrigg at our Salem. I wish you 
C?Uld give the report. They did not represent 
either Gadsby, Warburton, or Kershaw. 
They are themaelvea-not petrified mas
queraders. ~ut the in~inc,ible power of the 
Holy Ghost lD t!ie P1!lp1t, 1n the pew, or in 
the prayer meeti_!!g, 1S wanting. Alas I our 
souls do weep ! When will our Loni appear 7 

RECOGNITION OF MR. H. BROWN, 
AT BETHESDA CHAPEL, LEVER 
STREET, CITY ROAD. = 
Tuesday, August 17, Mr. H. Brown was 

publicly received as pastor of the above 
Church. Mr. George Davis, of Woodbridge 
chapel, read hymns. Mr. Meeres read 
Ephesians iv., and prayed. Mr. Anderson 
spoke from Zechariah xiii. 7, dwelling im
pressively upon the character and offices of 
Christ as the great Shepherd of Israel ; also 
upon the duty of His ministers to feed the 
flock of Christ as faithful under-shepherds ; 
shewing that any ministry which failed to 
set forth the glories and excellencies of 
Christ, however talented the preacher might 
be, could not "e called successful. 

Friends then took tea. All gave lfr. 
Brown their warmest congratulations, ex
preseing a hope tha$ the union of Church 
and pastor might be an abiding one. 

Public meeting had good attendance. ~fr. 
Anderson presided; supported by Messrs. 
Alderson, Evans, Brown, Meeres, Davis, 
Masterson, Osmond, and Woodard. 

Mr. Davis, devoutly led by the Holy Spirit, 
implored the Divine blessing with sweetness 
and fervour. 

Mr. Anderson expressed the pleasure it 
gave him to visit once more the place of 
his former ministerial labours. He con
gratulated the friends on their choice of a 
pastor, which he firmly believed to be the 
choice of God ; and hoped the union would 
be for the Church's welfare, and for the 
!!'lory of the great Head, He called Mr. 
Brown to state his call to the pastoral office; 

Mr. Brown said it was twenty-eight years 
since the Lord began the work of grace 
upon his soul. On a bed of sickneSi! the 
Lord was pleased to deliver him from the 
fearful meshes of infidelity, and to lead him 
to reflect upon the awful consequences of 
entering upon the sea of eternity without 
rudder or compass. During his illness he 
was visited by his now venerable and highly
esteemed friend, Mr. C. Woollacott, to 
whom he gratefully alluded as having been 
instrumental in leading him to the ble!'Sed
nese of the Gospel. He found mercy where 
every poor sinner only can find it-at 
Calvary; and he was led by the providence 
of God to make his home at Bethesda, 
then under the pastoral care of the late Mr. 
James Newborn, by whom he was baptlzed. 
He hod served in the Sabbath school as junior 
and senior teacher, and also as secretary. 
Subsequently he had filled the post of deacon, 
and 6. ve years since he had been called upon 
by the Church to exercise his gifts for the 
ministry, by whose unanimous consent he 
had been sent out as a labourer in the 
Master's vineyard; and now, by the unani
mous invitation of the Church, he had 
l'eturned to them again, and cordially ac
cepted the pastoral office among them, 
believing that he had followed the voice of the 
Lord in the impo1·tant step he had taken. 

Mr. Walton, the senior deacon, corrobo
rated Mr. Brown's statement, saying that 
the prospects of the Church at the com-
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mencement of the year were dBTk and eloudy 
in the extreme; Rnd though they had ear
nest!~• sought the Lord's direction, he feared 
there was not so much faith mixed "·ith 
their prRyers as there should have been; bllt 
be thanked God for sending his old friend 
and brother to take his 'place as t,astor 
amon11: H1em, and espe<'ially as he had been 
called to the office without one dissentient 
voiee. He eoneluded by hoping the union 
would be lasting·, and conducive to the 
welfare of the Church of Christ. 

Mr. EvRns, on "Tne Relation of the 
Church to the Minister," was excellent; as 
also Mr. Meeres, on "The Essential Quali
fications of a Suecessful Minister;" and Mr. 
Alderson, on" The Aggressive Work of the 
Chureh.'' Mr. Masters0n irave some" True 
Sig,is of Prosperity in a Church; and Mr. 
Osmond, " The Relation of the Church to 
the Minister." Our brethren's remarks and 
illustrations were uniformly good. We wish 
~ach ?De would send us bis own paper for 
insertion. 

The friends listened with sustained atten
tion for three hours. The Doxology having 
been sung, brother WoodBTd concluded by 
prayer; and the opinion unanimously ex
pressed was, " It is good for us to be here." 

A USTRA LIA.-GRASSI's MISSION IN 
Roll! E.-1 n response to an invitation from 
Mr. Da1,iel Allen, a number of members of 
Baptist Church, Castlereagh street, Sydney, 
assembled to hear the reading of manuscripts 
from Paul Grassi, of Rome, upon the subject 
of the state of that capital and of Frosinone, 
and the progress of the evan!!.'elical mission. 
The first letter was from Mr. Wall, in which 
that gentleman eloquently described the 
proµ,·ess of the mission in Rome, and the 
circumstances which led him to hope for 
future success. The letter of Paul Grassi 
referred to the work of the mission, which, 
notwithstanding the watchful opposition ot 
its enemies, was going steadily onward. He 
also gratefully acknowledged the assistance 
of the Baptists of New South Wales, which 
would do much towards extending the benefits 
of the mission. Mr. Daniel Allen read a 
lengthy paper, which gave a pitiful descrip
tion of the state of the inhabitants of Frosi
none, a village some fifty miles from Rome, 
and containing a population ofl2,000. Here 
the mission bad also made a home, and 
although a determined and vindictive oppo
sition bad encountered it at every step, 
satisfactory progress had been made. Before 
the meetinl!' terminated, a vote of thanks was 
unanimously accorded to Messrs. Wall and 
Grassi, and the meetinl!' pledged itself to 
assist the work of the mission in which they 
were engaged. [Do not these Sydney Strict 
Baptists put us to shame ? ] 

BRIGHTON.-We live in hope that the 
tedious supply system at Galeed will be 
closed up next year. Some of us wisb 
Dennett to be settled. Others fear it will 
not do. I will watch, and write )'OU, 

"AT THB DOOR," 

THE APOSTACY OF PROFESSED 
PROTESTANTS. 

" Strait Is the wtty My oo.ints bo.,•e trod: 
I bless'd the path, and dra,v It pin.in: 

But you would choose the crooked roo.d, 
And down it leads to endless paiu.' 1 

On every hand we see and hear of men 
who once professed to hold and to preach the 
faith revealed from heaven-" the Gospel 
of the grace of God,'' with its divinely con
stituted and significant ordinances, in har
mony with the teachings and commandment$ 
of Him of whom the Father said, "This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I nm well pleased: 
hear ye Him!'' - but who have now 
"changed,'' or " enlarged their viewa,"· 
From one of our ancient cities the following 
painful note is sent to us:-

DEAR BROTHER,-! take the eBTliest 
opportunity ofinformfng you Mr. --is ill. 
and gone out fo1· rest and cure. If be bad 
been at home he would have feared to offend 
bis numerous .Arminian friends. He is now 
gone over to their camp, and applauds and· 
upholds them in all their fl.esb-pfea.slng aBd· 
God-dishonouring tenets and performances. 
He once declared be did not know what he 
bad formerly preached. 'fbis, in substance, 
be bas repeatedly said since that time ; for he 
sometimes speaks of bis early sermons as 
being the most crude and extraordinary 
things imaginable ; and the people who then 
professed the doctrines of discriminating 
grace, be designates them dogmatical, and 
queer characters. 

Our city is now nearly filled with Ritual
ism and Arminianism ; there is no preacher 
in the Slate Church who proclaims the truth 
as it is in Jesus; and among the Dissenters, 
nearly ail the performers play on the strings 
of " do, do " and come to God now and 
believe on Him, before it is too late. I have· 
been a " speckled bird •• here for the laat 
forty vears, because I have contended for 
the truths of God's Word in doctrine, ex
perience, and practice. 

What a dreadful state, in a religious point 
of view, is England now in, when Popery 
in its various phase•, is flooding the 1and1. 
and the truths of the Bible are denied ana 
vilified, and by some forsaken! When I 
view Mr. --keeping back all the doctrines 
of grace, after professing to preach them for 
so many years, I am very much pained. It 
sometimes appears to me as if the Lord bad 
blown upon him, and blighted bis natural 
abilities ; for his preaching is so poor and 
unsavoury, and the same ideas and word■ 
repeated over and over again, that it ii a 
wearisomeness to bear him. 

My dear brother,-Amidst all these painful 
things, may you and I, with all the blood
bought family, be kept as the apple of the 
eye; never be permitted to join in con
federaey with these enemies ol' the cross of 
Christ; but may we ever be enabled boldly 
and lovingly to proclaim " all the counsel of· 
God,'' whether men will bear, or whether 
they will forbear; and m11y we enjoy largely 
in our souls "the goodwill of Him that 
dwelt in the buah," and soon be taken home· 
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to enjoy the unclouded bliss of henen. 
Amen. 

[We believe deceivers abound on every 
hand. We pray to ba kept faithful unto 
death-and that is not far off.-En.] 

THE GOSPEL IN HASTINGS, 
A NOTE FROM THE FURNACE, 

" Though painful at present, 
'Twill cease before long : 

And then, OJ haw pleasant 
The conqueror's song I " 

An esteemed Christian brother, who is in 
deep domestic affliction, says :-

DEAR MR. BANKS,-1 should have 
written before if I could have sent any good 
news about the invalid, but I am sorry to say 
she is worse than when she came : I was 
obliged to call in a medical man. My great 
anxiety now is bow to get her home. 
Although her outward man perish, yet she 
Is not without inward renewings: she bas 
been enabled to leave all her earthly affairs 
in her Father's band; and she feels a desire 
to lie passive in His bands. She says that, 
though the way is rough and the cup bitter, 
yet the end will compensate for all. The 
hymn beginning-

" Lord, It belongs not to my care 
Whether I die or live; 

To love and serve Thee Is my share, 
And this Thy grace must give," 

is one of her favourites ; and especially the 
verse-

" Then I shall end my sad complaints, 
And weary, sinful days, 

And join with the triumphant saints 
Who sing the Saviour'• praise." 

I have been to hear Mr. Hull at All 
Saints chapel. He is a very gracious, 
Spirit-taught man; a powerful preacher, as 
much like Septimus Sears in manner and 
style as any one I can think of. From 
conversation I had with him on Sunday, I 
ascertained the Lord met with him among 
the Wesley ans; as He did Ja mes Wells ; 
and was secretly working with him for some 
;years while with them, before be was brought 
mto clearer knowledge of the truth. He 
grapples with error in every form in a for
cible, clear manner, and his knowledge of 
the h1;1man heart seems great from his own 
experience ; but be does not dwell on the 
corruptions in a morbid, despairing way. 
He always leads to Christ;, exalts Him alone • 
and it is " Jesus only ' all through th; 
sermon. 

Thus Hastings is favoured with two causes 
of truth; but it seems to me that the cause 
In Bohemia (which is under the supply 
system, and is situate more in the fashionable 
part of the town) is more dependent on the 
~oving tide of casual visitors for support; 
1t waa not more than half filled when I went 
there. A Mr. Sharp, from Brighton, 
~reached, and although I could take excep
tion ~t nothing he said, yet there was a power 
wantingiwhich I wished to realise, but could 
not. 

The chapel at All Saints is well-filled on 
Sundays; a!'d from the w!ly the little groups 
greeted thell' pastor on h1& leaving, seemed 

to me an evidence that he lives in their 
esteem and love. 

I do pray the Lord will bless you in your 
labours at Speldhurst, and make you feel it 
is your right place; asking your prayers for 
me and mine when blessed with access to the 
throne. 

MR. HAZELTON'S SERMONS AT 
MARGATE. 

[We purpose l:\'iving the full and faithful 
history of the New Baptist chapel in Mar
gate. The following are simply tbe notes of 
two discourses on the opening day, which we 
understood were full of Scriptural unfoldings, 
and delivered with that anointing which 
rendered them exceedingly useful.-En.] 

On Sunday, August 15, the Strict Baptist 
chapel, called Mount Ephraim, in Thanet 
road, was opened by Mr. J. Hazelton, the 
minister of Mount Zion chapel, Chadwell 
street, Clerkenwell, London, who preached 
in the morning from Psalm cxxxii. 5-" An 
habitation for the mighty God of Jacob." 
The preacher, after an introduction leading 
to bis subject, divided the text into two 
branches, viz. : 1. The Character of God. 
2. His Earthly Habitation. On the first he 
said the phraseology of the text would 
suggest ideas most appropriate to the occa
sion. Jehovah was that great name which, 
without the mediation of Jesus Christ, left 
man as a sinful creature in darkness and 
despair. God subsisted in a Trinity of 
Persons, and this house was erected for the 
worship of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
This God was called "mighty," and a God 
unable to fulfil the purposes of His own 
love was not so known or preached in that 
pulpit. He further expounded the covenant 
character of the Lord as the God of Jacob. 
This triune, mighty, covenant God, dwelt 
mysteriously, mercifully, and savingly in 
His earthly courts, which fact stamped an 
importance and sacredness upon them which 
no architectural co.•tliness or skill could im
part. In such "habitations" the "God of 
Jacob" was found, waiting for spiritual wor
shippers, meeting them with favours, working 
in the hearts of sinners, and dwelling witb. 
His redeemed and regenerated Church. The 
preacher closed by expressing a wish that 
God and men might dwell in their chapel 
until Christ came the second time without 
sin unto salvation. 

In the evening the chapel was crowded, 
and Mr. H. preached again, taking Isaiah 
ix. part of6th verse for his text-"And the 
government shall be upon His shoulder." 
He contemplated his theme in relation, 1. 
To Christ Himself; 2. To the Covenant of 
Grace; 3. To God's People Individually and 
Corporate!)· ; 4. To Divine Providenc~ ; 5. 
To His Enemies; 6, and lastly, In Relallon to. 
Heaven and the Consummation of all Things. 

The congregations were most attentive, 
and it was felt that, by God's blessing, a 
promising future was before the Church and 
congregation which will henceforth worship 
in this place. 
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MR. GEORGE ELVEN'S NOTE 
To the Church and Congregation wor

shippi.ng at the Strict Baptist Chapel, 
Forest lane. 
DEAR FRIENDs,-As I shall not have an 

opportunity of stating to you from the pulpit 
the cause ot my discontinuing my ministerial 
labours in your midst, I shall he happy to 
explain the reasons for my doing so to any 
persons who wish to know them ; and also 
to lay the whole of the correspondence upon 
the subject before them on their applying to 
me. I may just say that I could not con
scientiously consent to minister any ionger 
to you, because the irregularities in your 
Church government prevented me from de
claring tbe whole counsel of God. In that 
I could not exhort believers to be obedient 
to the Lord's commands in joining you as a 
Church. In consequence of these things I 
would also add that all I desired in reference 
thereto was, that tbe Church might be 
all<>wed to govern itself according to the 
Scriptures, and so be made conformable in 
its discipline to other Particular Strict Bap
tist Churches. I have used all the Gospel 
means in my power in order to attain this 
end, but have failed therein; and to make 
this known to my friends, and prevent mis
understanding in the matter, I have adopted 
the present course of making it public; my 
objects in which are the good of the Church 
and the glory of the Lord. I remain, yours 

others, and felt that with such friends to 
counsel and cheer him, he too could be 
valiant in the good fight. The meeting was 
well attended-indeed, crowded-with at
tentive and appreciative hearers, and some 
good thing-s were said, which we sincerely 
trust will be profitable. We sincerely praj! 
tor the Lord's blessing on our brother Browns 
work, aud think he will be supported by 
many friends. Yours sincerely, 

faithfully, GEo. ELVEN. 
11, York street, Globe road, 

Mile End, N .E. 

COLCHESTER.-Our meeting yesterday, 
announced in your issue of this month, was 
a most encouraging one for all of us in
terested in the cause here. Mr. McCure 
preached in the afternoon, and the chapel 
was full : should say over 300 people. He 
said some sweet and comforting things for 
the Lord"s people, and we hope the Word 
was carried home with power to both saints 
and sinners. Tea was provided by some of 
our ladies, and ove1 230 sat down. The 
meeting in the evening was most cheering. 
We had most of the ministers of truth in 
the sun·ounding neighbourhood: Mr. G. G. 
Whorlow, of Harwich; C. Cock, of West 
Mersea; J. Cock, of East Mersea; Josiah 
Morling, of Ipswich; C. French, of Marks 
Tey · - Tiffin, of Peldon ; J. Partridge, of 
Fordham, and others. Brethren Whorlow 
and C. Cock gave us some good solid truths 
to ponder over, some sterling advice, which 
all of us will do well to keep in mind and 
follow. Brother McCure gave some pleasing 
and kindly reminiscences of his associations 
in Tasmania with Mr. Dowling, once the 
esteemed and beloved pastor over the Churc!J 
in this place, and these were thoroughly 
appreciated by many of the older friends, 
who were happy enough to remember the 
dear man to whom they referred. Brother 
W. Brown (whom we now expect will soon 
settle amcng us) she wed by his remarks 
that he was very greatly encouraged to find 
that he had such valiant veterans around 
him as brothers Whorlow, and Cock, and 

<It. WrnnY. 

RIPLEY.-Anniversary of New Baptist 
chapel was held Sept. 15, when two sermons 
were preached by Mr. Lodge, which we very 
much enjoyed. He seemed quite at home, 
happy, and comfortable ; and I aru glad to 
say he had the honour of presenting our 
beloved pastor, Mr. Turner, with a very 
nice Bible, given by the Church and friends, 
which was received and gratefully acknow
ledged. The friends all seemed happy and 
comfortable. The singing we enjoyed very 
much; seemed so much harmony in it. 
Quite cheered our hearts to hear the young 
voices join in with us. Altogether we had a 
good day, bless the dear Lord. May He have 
all the honour and all the praise, while we 
receive the benefit[ is the desire of one who is 
not worthy of the east of His mercies. 

A LITTLE 0NB. 

SPALDING.-I·made my way on the5th 
to brother Vincent's, at Love lane, Spalding, 
and am pleased to see the cause increases 
there. It was the pastor's anniversary : five 
were added to the Church on that day, 
making twenty-six (if I mistake not) tn 
three years. The friends appear cheerful 
and thankful; and when we remember·the 
low condition the cause was in when our 
brother Vincent went there, we may well 
exclaim, "What bath God wrought 1 " They 
are looking forward to a visit from you. 

J . ..l.. LEWIS. 

WOOBURN GREEN, BUCKS.-This 
cause was a special object of interest on 
Mondav, August 16, when anniversary ser
vices of opening the chapel were held. The 
interior of the chapel has been rendered 
cheerful by improvements and repairs. 
Friends from London, Hayes, &c., came to 
cheer;_the hearts of the people who, for many 
years, have struggled hard to keep open 
doors. God, in infinite mercy, has heard 
their prayers and wiped away their tears; 
He has given them an under shepherd to 
break to them the bread of life. Thus has 
their mourning been turned into joy, and 
for them, as a Church, we would earnestly 
pray that his labours may be watered by 
their prayers, and his ministry blessed to the 
in gathering of ,inners, nourishing and 
strengthening the weak in faith, and feeding 
and upholding the strong. Mr. Bar,;Jens, 01 
Hayes, preached in afternoon and evening. 
The precious words that dropped from his lips 
came with much sweet unction and power. 
The friends partook of tea, the free gift_ ~f 
some kind friends. This was a pleasant v1B1t 
to Wooburn Green. G. B. N. 
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THE LATE MR. JOSEPH CART
WRIGHT.-This laborious and suffering 
servant of Christ died in KingslRnd, at one 
o'clock on Monday morning, Augu•t 30, 
1876. All around Tring, and in different 
parts of England, " Master Cartwright" 
was gladly heard as a savoury and plain 
preacher of the way of life. His course 
through the wilderness was a che9uered 
scene of joy and sorrow. He has indeed 
passed through great tribulation; but he 
has left it all behind. We believe he was n 
deacon of Jireh, where the recently deceased 
pastor, Joseph Warren, was settled. Both the 
Josephs have been called home within a few 
days of each other. Mr. Cartwrigbt"s widow 
will greatly need the help of those Churches 
to whom her late husband so willingly 
preached the Gospel. 

GUILDFOOO.-We have commenced to 
build a new Strict Baptist chapel in South 
street,· tor the ministry of Mr. Kern, and of 
n.U who may succeed him. Two chapels in a 
sm1&ll town like Guildford, with two faithful 
men liko the pastors Slim and Kern, with 
good congregations, argue well for our 
denomination. You remember when Isaac 
Spencer began in his little old chapel, with 
few men in it. South street was then in a 
low condition. Now the Strict Baptist 
Churches, with their ministers, schools, and 
congregations, are neither few nor feeble. 
Whether, in themselves, "the unity of the 
Spirit" is perfected by true love, I cannot 
tell, as I AM NoT INSIDE, 

WHITESTONE.-We held special ser
vices, Sunday, July 18, 1875. Three sermons 
werepreacbed by J:W. Carter, pastor, on 
behal of the Sunday school. Pieces were 
sung by the teachers and children, and 
recitations given by the latter. The singing 
and recitations gave pleasure and satisfaction. 
On Tuesday, July 20, recitations were given 
and day scholars passed examination, which 
both satisfied and pleased. Tea was provided 
for children and friends, also for the public. 
The superintendent and deacons are about 
to give a second treat before the summer is 
quite over. We baptized on May 30, 1; 
June 27, 2; Aug-nst 9, 2.-J. w. CARTER. 
[We are glad Whitestone is strengthened in 
executive, in .schools, and Church. We 
have notes on this happy spot yet to give. l 

BOSTON .-Tiding-s reach us of the much 
better health of our esteemed ministerial 
brother, David Wilson. We shall rejoice to 
see and hear him (in London yet) preach 
that precious Gospel in that heavenly spirit 
which, for so many years, he has been enabled 
to do. To see his "youth renewed," even 
better than "the eagles," would-indeed it 
would-be joyful to us. Why such a man 
should be comparatively hidden i, one ot the 
many mysteries ( to us) ot this life. 

W H IT C H U R C H.-A new Baptist 
Church has been opened in this little Hamp
shire town. We hope the four walls will be 
well built up and cemented together. 

SOUTH HACKNEY.-Sunday, Sept. 5 
1875, in Speldburst road, was a favoured 
season. We closed ordinance with a few 
affectionate words on the death of my kind 
brother J. J. Fowler's wife, over whose g-rave 
r said something on " The dead in Christ 
shall rise first." Her journey in this vale 
was brief. Her father died when she was 
born, and her mother left this world when she 
was but a babe. As an orphan she was cared 
for. A delicate little lily;-on reachin!I" 21, or 
soon after, our brother Fowler married her. 
They bad ten months of mutual happiness; 
a lovely boy was born; then ten moo tbs of 
heavy affliction; and she wa.s laid in her 
coffin, and in a quiet grave, under the 
shadow ot a sympathising tree, I saw her 
laid to rest on the top of a hill in Highgate 
Cemetery. I write these lines while riding 
in a 'bus, jolting from Hackney to London"s 
great buzz. Solemn thought!-

As a flower of the field, 
When the wind passeth o'er, 

The living must yield, 
To be seen here no more. Amen: 

LAXFIELD. -The anniversary of the 
Sunday school was held on Wednesday, July 
21. Notwithstanding the heavy rain, the 
attendance was very large. In the a1ternoon 
brother Cobb, of Stradbroke, gave an ex
cellent address to the children ; and brother 
Harris, of Rishangles, gave words of truth 
and wisdom to the teachers and parents. 
The children sang a selection of suitable 
hymns. Praise was due to the pa.stor's wife, 
and to Mrs. Scace, for their training. In
cluding the children, about 700 partook of 
tea. In the evening brother Cooper, of 
Wattisham, preached a sermon on forgive
ness, full of beautiful thoughts, earnestly and 
eloquently delivered. All enjoyed the day. 
Lord's-day, August 8, our pastor, R. E. 
Sears, baptized one. 

BURNT ASH HILL.-MR. BA.~Ks,
Be encouraged. Through the instrument
ality of Mr. T. M. Whittaker, our new Lee 
Tabernacle, with God's blessing-, promises to 
be a prosperous field of labour for all New 
Testament Baptists who hav~ the Spirit of 
Christ in them, and who, "'with Biblical 
knowledge, with life and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, with a sanctified zeal for the 
spreading of the Gospel, can work, and 
speak, and pray, and be faithlul, "in love." 
You know "pure love" is not apparently 
abundant; but we Lee people are anxious 
to go forth in the royal and relative power of 
that one text,-" We love Hirn because He 
first loved us.'' Our Burnley road Baptist 
Chapel held its first anniversary lately ; and, 
before long, vou may bear more about it from 
"ONE Wuo SAT AT TA.BLE WITH Hn1." 

TROWBRIDGE. -The Sunday school 
anniversary of Bethesda chapel took place 
on July 18, wheu Mr. W. F. Edgerton, of 
Reading preached two sermons. The at
tendnnc;s nt both services were very good, 
and the collections amouu ted to over £13. 
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NORWICH.-Wehavetruejoy in giving 
the followinir note from a friend of the Orford 
hill Strict Baptist Church. Our correspon
dent says:-" I am happy to inform you our 
pastor, Mr. W. Tooke, received eleven into 
the Church last ordinance day, Sept. 5-four 
of the eleven were baptized on the last 
Lord's-day in August; of the other seven, 
some had been members before and have 
returned, and !'Orne from other Churches. A 
goodly number came together to see them 
received to the Lord's Table. The Lord was 
pleased lo sl1ew His approbation by manifest
ing Himself to our souls. Others are coming 
forward. We ha,•e much to encourage us. 
The Lord is pleased to honour brother Tooke 
b~· blessing his ministry to many. The Lord 
keep him humble and faithful in this day, 
when a discriminating ministry is so much 
needed. Amen." 

HACKNEY.-" Old School" says : " I 
walk this fine suburb, and to myself I say, 
·well do I remember the good times of Drs. 
Burder, Cox, Pye-Smith, and the flourishing 
season of Thomas Hughes; but now, St. 
Thomas's square admits the ex-clergyman; 
the ' Bread-plate Picture,' by the witty 
gentleman ; the apostles. The cold collations 
at near I y all the places make me cry on t, 
'Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soul loveth, 
where ( 7) Thou feedest.' The hollow echoes 
answer, ' '\\ .. here 1 ' " 

REA.DING. - PROVIDENCE CHAPEL. 
The anniversary (which was postponed from 
August 18, on account of the pastor's in
disposition) was held on Tuesday, Sept. 14. 
Mr. i'lhepherd preached in the afternoon from 
Acts xv. 11. A goodly number sat down to 
tea. A public meeting was held in the 
evening, and Gospel addresses were delivered 
by Messrs. Hetherington, Milbourne, C. 
Slim, and Burgess. Through the goodness 
of the Lord we can report a good day. 

29, the pastor, C. Master11on, baptized ten 
believers, and on the following Sabbath were 
received into Church fellowship. Our highly
esteemed and beloved friend, Mr. Dickerson, 
who spoke at the Table, gave the newly-re
ceived members some valuable counsel. It 
was a very happy time, and a season of re
freshing from ihe presence of the Lord. 
Truly our prayers are being answered in the 
further wellare of Zion. 

OUR CHURCHES IN IPSWICH. 
Brother Josiah Morling says: - Dear 

Brother Banks,-The enclosed paper I have 
written with a good motive, and, I hope, in 
a Christian-like spirit. I do think tlie re
marks of a " Suffolk Truth Seeker " are 
alt.ogether uncalled for. Mr. T. Poock is 
enabled still, faithfully and constantly, to 
preach the glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God, and not without divine approbation. 
No longer ago than Thursda~·, September 2, 
brother Whorlow baptized three believers for 
Mr. Poock in his own chapel, Bethesda. 
Mr. Poock preached the sermon from Luke 
xxiv. 48. Of these things I was an eye
witness. The fourth candidate was not able 
to be there, or there would have been four 
baptized. Ministers and godly people, far 
and near, have expressed to me their grief 
that cruel shafts should be hurled at Mr. 
Poock. 
[What cruel shafts, or where they have been 

hurled, to us is perfectly mysterious. Will 
a "Suffolk Truth Seeker" first tells us if 
he made, meant, or has sent any cruel 
shafts anywhere? If so, we would be the 
first to chastise him, and to try and heal 
the wounds. This must be explained.
En.] 

MR. THOMAS BRADBURY AND THE 
GROVE CHAPEL. 

Anniversary services were held at Grove 
chapel, Camberwell, Thursday, Sept. 9, to 
commemorate the first year of Mr. Bradbury's 

BIRMINGHAM.-DEAR MR. BANKS, pastorate. Mr. B.'s discourse in morning 
-Our people have now waited about four was from Sol. Song ii. 3. In afternoon Mr. 
months for our pastor, Mr. R. Howard, to Baxter spoke from Psalm xc. 17. Evening 
fulfil bis Black Country engagements. We public meeting was commenced by singing. 
are glad the time has now arrived, and Mr. Mr. Bradbury read Psalm cxxxiii. Mr. 
Howard will (n.v.) take permanent charge Hunter offered prayer. 
of the Church meeting at 71, Gerrard street, An old friend of the chairman's said he 
Lozells, Lord's-day, October 3, 1875. Two believed in thedoctrinesofinvincible,absolute, 
sermons will be preached by him. Services and unconquerable grace. When young he 
at 11 • evening at 6.30. After the evening began to read the .Bible, and went to hear 
serm~n the ordinance will be administered, those who said he was to believe, but got no 
when we hope to see many friends. Lovers I comf~1·t t_ill_ he heard Mr. Irons. In Mr. 
of truth in Birmingham, who have not yet Irons mm1Stry he found what be wanted; 
met with a place of worship, will find Mr. here he remained. 
Howard a kind and affectionate counsellor, One of the deacons said they intended t.o 
and a firm abider by the truth.-J osEPH furnish a vestry for the minister. One friend 
WHATM0UGH. [We believe our brother stsrted with £10 towards it. 
Howard's training and long exercise of his The chairman said some thought the 
gifts among many'Churches, have g·i~en him doctrin~s he~e prPacbed we1·e daugerous1 and 
a ripeness for his w01·k. • Our Lord will bless led to hcent1ousness. Now he had believed 
him.] them since the year 1846, and had not found 

them to exert any such influence upon him: 
LITTLE ALIE STREET.-MY DEAR how could they, when the .Bible taught our 

B1<0THE1t -It will doubtless interest your walk was important 7 as mig·bt be gathered 
readers to hear of the progress ot the Lord's from Titus ii. 
work here. On Lord's-day evening, August T. Bradbury said bis desire was to exalt 
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BATH.-Dunkerton Baptist chapel. On 
Lord's-day, Sept. 12, harvest home sermons 
were preached by Mr. Littl~ton (of Frome), 
whom we were all glad to see and hear once 
more. The congregations were all we could 
desire, especially in the evening, when the 
chapel was full. On the following day a tea 
and public meeting was held, and addresses 
delivered by Mr. Davis (of Bath), Mr. J. 
Kempton (of Paulton), Mr. G. Cox (of 
Bath), George Moore and R. H. Moore, and 
other friends. A good day and a happy day 
was experienced by all.-SoLo.uo:-r BEL
CHER, WILLIAM EMERY, deacons. 

Christ i to speak words that ,were life-gi~i.'% 
through His broken, bleedmg, and br111se'1 
heart. A tablet had been put up in the 
chapel without consulting either minister, 
committee, or deacons. One day Mr. B. 
pointed it out to the deacons and asked 
them if they knew it was there? They said, 
" No!" He then said, " You must choose 
between that and me." They at once took it 
down. "I mention this," said Mr. B. " to 
let friends know that I did not give orders 
to take it down. The tablet was to Mr. 
Jay's memory, and had two Maltese crosses 
on it. I would never preach in that pulpit 
with the image of that on which the Saviour 
su:lfered beneath my eyes." Several other BRADFORD- ON -AVON.-Bearfield 
brethren addressed the meeting. Baptist chapel. After many years' labour 

Conferences were holden each evening and prayer, the Lord has been pleased to 
during the week (Saturday excepted). Mr. bless our cause with an increase.• Mr. S. 
Bradbury, in closing his sermon in the Littleton (of Frome) had the pleasure, on 
morning, uttered these decided words:- Lord's-day, August 29, to baptize three 
"Twelve months ago I was recognised by I candidates in the river at the old Bridge, in 
this people. During seventeen or eighteen the presence of a large assemblage. The 
years God has recognised me by giving seals Baptist Tract Society kindly granted, free, a 
to my ministry. I am here as pastor, to thousand tracts upon baptism, which were 
provide for, feed, and guide the Church of distributed and readily received by the 
God; to separate the precious from the vile; people. Mr. Littleton received the candi
and ifmy subsequent testimony should sweep dates into fellowship in afternoon, and also 
out the whole congregation, I would not go preached in the morning and evening. The 
after one I" W. B. congregations were good. The testimony of 

all was, truly the Lord has been with us 
indeed. May the Lord, in answer to prayer, 
go on to blessus.-Jon RANDALL, GL0RGE 
STEVENS. 

DERBY.-Poor Joseph Wilshire is no 
more in his pulpit here. His once fine, 
manly form 1S silent .in the grave. At 
Bristol, Bidelord, Penzance, Taunton, and 
Derby,~ oseph Wilshire was beloved by many. 
Although not one of your hyper-class, still 
he loved, and lived, and preached God's 
Christ for salvation to all the Holy Ghost 
might call. He was born 1830 ; died at 
forty-five years of age. Leaves a widow and 
eight dear children. Ah! Master C. W. 
Banks, I think some of you energetic men 
half kill _yourselves. I hope the spirit of 
Joseph ism glory. R. E. S. 

STURR Y .-Dear Brother C. W. Banks,
The Lord has taken to Himself another of 
our dear friends. Mrs. David J ezard had 
been poorly for many months, and she 
~adually sunk. She fell asleep in Jesus 
on Monday evening, September 13th, 1875. 
Her end was blessed. She was one that 
thought much and said but little· she feared 
the Lord and thought upon His 'name· she 
was one of the Lord's fearing, trembling 
ones; all her life-time she was subject to 
bondage through the fear of death; seldom 
rising above a good hope in the mercy of 
God; but at evening time it was light. 
Her only hope was in the blood of Jesus, 
and her confidence in the Lord, at last, was 
sweet and blessed-she felt all was well
Christ was hers. She said, on Monday, 
'.' Re~t ! rest!" Her daughter said, " Rest
mg m the arms of Jesus 1 " She said, 
" Yes ! " Again she was asked if she was 
happy.. She said, " Happy, happy," and Jell 
asleep m Jesus. You baptized her with 
myself and others, in Murch, 1840. ' 

S. FOSTER, 

KETTERING.-Providence chapel, near 
Rockingham road, has been favoured with 
the ministry of Mr. James Locke during the 
month of August. The friends heard him 
well. Monday afternoon, August 30, 1875, 
a sermon by C. W. Banks, and lecture in 
evening. A first-rate tea was served up 
between the services to a chapel lull of people. 
Miss Blunt, Mrs. East, Mrs. Smith, and other 
ladies, rendered the refreshment pleasant and 
useful. Friends from Wellingborough assured 
us that Mr. Lee's ministry is blest to in
gathering and building up, while :IIr. Hull 
holds on in the Tabernacle the even tenor of 
his way. Earls Barton is freed ofone trouble, 
and hopes for happy days. 

READING. - Oxford road anniversary 
was September 14. Mr. G. Shepherd was 
the preacher in the afternoon ( criticisms 
reticent). In the evening meeting the very 
venerable Cornelius Slim delivered an 
address on the elements of a sound, vital, 
and practical godliness, which brought out 
the heart-assuring response. The people 
that do known the joyful sound are not yet 
all dead. 

GOWER STREET. - Our aged friend, 
Daniel Smart, has visited us onre more ; but 
could not11uite fulfil his engagements. He is 
mellow, but not the stroug man he once 
was. 

STONEHOUSE.-1\Ir. J. M. Clase, of 
Dartmouth, has been preaching in 
" Ebenezer " for some month;. l\Iay he be 
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the Lord's messenger to call in many ot the 
redeemed ; that tbey may know Him as 
their Snviour and their God. 

GRA VESEND.-Our Church in Peacock 
street has henrd John Hunt Lynn with soul
satis(dng power; E. Lang-ford, of Dalston, 
also bath kindly visited us. We shall be 
tbaukfu l to the Lord to send us a pasto1·. 

NOTE>".-" For what does Spain bleed? " 
a manellous lecture by D. Allen, Sydney.
" Protestant Standard" brings a bold essay 
b~· Lord John Russell, exposing Eng·lnnd's 
allowing Rituals to sell her to the Pope. 
Oh! onr Lord God! when will this nation 
awake to her danger!-" The Gospel Net." 
B~· Henry Fisher, ot Leamington, is most 
valuable, pure and precious truth !-" The 
Dietetic Reformer." London: Pitman's. 
Health is the theme, with lessons worth 
learning.-" The Rock" is expounding the 
doctrine and language of " Mariolatry ," 
with literary power.-" An Old Charge by 
an Old Bishop,'" mig-ht be useful to thousands 
of young- cures, i1 they could stoop to read it. 

THOMAS STRINGER TO MR. GAWIN 
KIRKHAM.-Dear Brother Banks,-! per
ceh-e l\ir. Gawin Kirkham deeply regrets my 
idea of not one conversion to God by the 
recent revh·al efforts. I must say that I also 
deeply regret bis idea that when the Lord 
makes up His jewels, thousands upon thou
sands will date their conversion to God to 
Mr. Moody's preaching. Does Mr. Gawin 
Kirkham think that external reformation, 
fleshlv excitement, formal resolutions, stand
ing up to be prayed_ for all who w~nt to be 
saved and then retire to the enqmry room 
to settle matters, is com•ersion to God? If 
so I reject his sentiments ;n toto. Such 
co~versions, or ehang-ing religions; turning 
from one opinion to another; enlarging their 
views · em bracing the more popular and 
respectable theories, &c., &c_., are multi
tudinous indeed; but all that ts not conver
sion to God. Where is life in the soul? 
consciousness of desert and danger? internal 
trou hie, mental distress, broken heart and 
contrite spirit, earnest prayer, g'?dly sorrow, 
genuine repentance, hatred to s!n, and the 
world-rejection of error, ,:eceptmn of, aml 
dec·ision for, absolute so,•ere1gnty and e~e~nal 
truth? Tens of thousands are rehg10us 
without ,•ilal religion, consequently not 
converted to God. True conversions no"".
a-davs are scarce indeed. The form of godli
ness is 1·ampant but where is the power? 
Has the Most High God ceased to convert 
His elect to Himself by His own faithful 
ser,•ants-His pure truth and the power of 
the eternal Spirit? Has He commence~ Jhe 
mii!'hty work by false teachers, soul-dece1vmg 
systems, popular applause, erroneous tenets, 
scientific siuging, and pretended 01-atory? 
Verily not. Do the crowds that rush madly 
under the narcotic influence of deadly error, 
and t!Jrona large balls to witness "the 
cunning cr;ft and sleight of men that lie in 

wajt to deceive,•' and are like bulky balloona 
carried about with every wind of docb-lne, 
prove converts to God ? I say, No; nil such 
converts are at enmity wit.h Gort and reJect 
the sound, discriminating, soul-humbhng, 
Christ-exalting doctrines of the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God ! Such are con
verted by men, to men, and the things of 
men; but not by God, to God, and the 
things of God. The Lord prese!'Ve us from 
all deception, simply, sonndlv, and savingly 
in His eternal truth, ,rwlmt I have 
written I have written,'' and shall w1•ite no 
more on this subject. Yours in the love of 
the truth, T; STRINGER. 

PRESCRIPTION FOR PULPIT - Cook 
before you Carve.-Ministers, remember 
you have mindM as well mouths. Prayer 
and penetrating study must precede pulpit 
preaching. Tl10s. Jones, the famous Welsh
man, said, " I have known good ministers 
come to me on a Monday morning and sayJ 
'Oh I had a wretched Sunday of it.' 'Di 
you ; ' ' Oh, yes, for my people were asleep.' 
' What did you preach about? ' 'Oh, so 
and so.' 'Well, let us see. How did you 
divide it?' Well, he has tried to tell me; 
but the fact is be did not know himself; he 
was not quite clear, it was all mist. He had 
been out of his study all the week, and he 
went into his pulpit on Sunday morning all 
mist. He tried it in the evening-all mist; 
No afflatus from heaven; no thrilling de
light of God through his heart. No work! " 
And so I have seen scholars, some lolling 
about and some asleep. The explanation of 
this is that the teacher is in a fog. And 
why is he in a fog? Because he has not 
studied and praved ! There is no breath 
trom heaven, no ·warm penetrating light of 
life. If a man cannot first " delight him
self " in the secret' and sacred study of Christ 
and His Gospel, woe be unto his preaching. 

C.W.B. 
THE LATE MR. JOSEPH WARREN.-A 

committee has been formed to raise a susten
tation fund to provide for Mr. Warren's 
widow in her ol<l age. She is totally unpro
vided for. The committee, Messrs. Thomas 
Stringer, W. Lodge, C. Cornwell, S. Cozens, 
G. Pocock, and Josiah Crutcher, ask the 
Churches to give collections and friends 
donations. Mr. Josiah Crutcher, Pomeroy 
street Peckham, the Treasurer, will receive 
and acknowledge in Earthen Vessel all 
contributions forwarded to him. 

READING.-Mr. Editor -Can you tell 
us how it is, why it is, for strange it is, 
young ministers, like young flowers, soon 
fade and pass away? Young Longhurst has 
left us. Why is it ministers stop not with 
their flocks?-A DEACON. [This deacon 
knows well enough. Why not tell us him
self?] 

;!J(arriagt. 
Sept. 2, 1876, at Spalding Baptist chapel, by 

Mr. J.C. Jones, J.E. Db.vis, of Bradforil, York
shire, to Elizabeth Ann Gilbert, of Spalding, Jato 
of Brixton. 



i{rt ~nanshrenb- ~utstion; 
OR, 

THE REVELATION OF THE SAVIOUR, A.ND THE RECORD OF THE 
SERVA.NT IN PERFECT HARMONY. 

"WHAT hast Thou done?" said Pilate to Jesus. Then "Jesns 
answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom 

were of this world, then would My servants fight, that I should not be 
delivered to the Jews: but now is My kingdom not from henee. Pilate 
therefore said unto Him, Art Thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou 
sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto i,he truth. 
Every one that is of the truth heareth My voice. Pilate said unto Him, 

WHAT IS TRUTH?" 
Pilate represented the state of millions, who but vaguely, or sarcas

tically, ask, "What is. truth?" but, having no interest in the truth, 
never wait for an answer. They are not "of the truth," but "of the 
world;" therefore, like Pilate, they hurry away from all investigations 
about the truth ,nto the midst of that vile company who will crucify 
Jesus, and, if possible, cast His truth to the ground. 

As I walked by the seaside on Sunday afternoon, July 25, 1875, 
previous to the evening service, one thought ran through my soul. I 
was musing over the words:-" He shall set the sheep on His right 
hand, but the goats on the left:" and " then shall the King say unto them 
on His right hand, Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world:" when the idea of 
the perfection of the Saviour's ministry made a deep impression upon 
my mind, and it has continued with me. It extended to Paul's ministry, 
and I · believed I could see that there was no cardinal point in Christ's 
ministry but was faithfully witnessed unto and declared in Paul's 
ministry: yea, the parallel lines of truth have run straight on now for 
six thousand years; and, to my mind, they are as clear and as strong now 
as they ever were, and so they will continue. 

The public ministry of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was 
perfect in the length of it, it was perfect in the breadth of it, it com
passed everything essential to the carrying out of His mediatorial king
dom unto the end of time. He might be said to set up seven Llistinct 
ordinances for the promotion and preservation of His work in the in
gathering of His divinely given Church and family. And I would, 
with intense desire, call upon ministers, and my fellow-men of all 
degrees, to study these provisionary powers, which the Son of God re
vealed, as the executive organizations, whereby the will and work of a 
Triune-Jehovah should be carried on to perfection. Take the outline of 
these seven ordinances. We must fill up the outline afterwards. 

I. His own Intercession. "I go to prepare a place for you." 
II. The Intercession of the Holy Ghost in the souls of the redeemed 

-"When He, the Spirit of Truth is come, He shall guide yon iuto all 
VOL. XXXI. NOVEMBER, 1875.] Y 
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truth: He shall glorify me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall shew 
it unto you." 

III. The symbolical Ordinance of Baptism. Mark you! The first 
thing Christ did, and the last thing He said, was expressly confirmatory 
of baptism. Of this more presently. 

IV. The significantly commemorative ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper. "This do," &c. 

V. Prayer. '' Men ought always to pray." 
TI. Preaching. What man on this earth can fully expound that 

commission, "Go ye, into all the world, and preach the Gospel: He that 
beliewth ? " &c. Who will tell us Christ's· mind in the words, "the 
Gospel? '' and, " he that believeth and is baptized? " 

VII. " This is My commandment, that ye love one another, as I 
have lo,ed you." 

Such a careful consideration of these ordinances given by Christ, as 
we hope to furnish, will give some idea of the perfection of the Saviour's 
ministry in the breadth of it. 

In the depth and hmght of it, also, it was perfect. And, from Paul 
down to the present day, there always has been a succession of compara
tively poor, but truthful ministers, who have, according to their ability, 
contended for this faith once for all delivered unto the saints. Help me, 
brethren in Christ, to set up this testimony; for among those who are 
called, and chosen, and faithful, by grace divine, is your obedient 
servant, CHARLES w .A.TERS BANKS. 

9, Banbury Road, South Hackney. 

THE BEST SCHOOL. 
"It is good for me that I have been aOlicted, that I might learn Thy statutes." 

Father, I love the hand which strikes, How precious then the hand which strikes, 
Yet closer draws to Thee; Yet teaches us to lovo; 

For while my flesh in weakness fights, For while our flesh in weakness fights, 
My new heart cries, "Hold me." Our strength is ,, Jesu's love." 

.Ah ! Jesus, if Thou didst not hold, .A.s Christ and His dear Church are one 
Where would Thy weak one stray? (.A.nd He doth dwell above), 

It is Thy love-that love untold, Each member with that well-lov'd Son 
Which keeps me all the way. Shall dweil in" Perfect love." 

.A.fllictions bitter have I proved, 
Yet, oh ! such love they've taught, 

That when this stubborn heart's been 
To know it more I've sought. [moved, 

Yes, strange to say, Thy litle ones 
( Dear as Thy life to Thee), 

.A.re often here aflliction's sons, 
But they Thy love can see. 

The world may sneer (what if they do!), 
.A.nd say, Our God's forgot: 

When they are gone and trials too, 
How happy then our lot. 

Christ does His dear ones purge from 
By constant trials below; [ dross 

He condescends to dwell in us 
Himself, and thus we grow. 

Liverpool. 

.A.fllictions often make us cry, 
" Lord, help my unbelief;" 

Thus do His saints on God rely, 
Whose arms are underneath. 

Faith oft seems dead, and cold's our love 
When all is not quite clear; 

Yet here's the blessing-crosses prove 
The One we love is near. 

Precious, indeed, then are the trials 
Which draw us thus so near ; 

Behind the darkness Jesus smilee, 
.A.nd all again looks clear. 

Dear Father! thus to give Thy Son : 
Dear Jesus I thus to die ; 

Dear Spirit! thus to make it known, 
And set our loves on high. 

M.J. S. 
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PEARSALL SMITH-ISM alias PERFECTIONISM. 
No. II. 

IN our former paper we gave a personal sketch of Mr. Smith's 
religious career; we now pass to an examination of his teaching. 

We begin by giving some of Mr. Smith's opinions and views in his 
own words :-The works of his, from which we quote, are :-(a) 
"Holiness through Faith;" (b) "Through Death to Life;" (c) "Is 
Romans the vii. to be the continued experience of the Christian? " 

EXTRACTS. 

" The soul surrounded by tPJmptation and de.filB'tnent feels itself some
what as a dead miser would be in the presence of a bag of gold; not, 
indeed, without a liability to sin, yet with an actual deadness of soul 
towards it. In such a condition how sin can be a temptation, I leave. 
My Lord was tempted, and in Him was no sin." 

In the last sentence the reader will observe that* .Mr. Smith puts 
himself on the same level with the Lord Jesus as to sin. In harmony 
with this thought, Mr. Smith stated, when preaching at Mr. Varley's 
chapel, that he had not committed sin for six years.t And in a drawing
room party, at the West End of London, Mrs. Smith stated, in the 
presence of of several ministers, "that she believed that she was now 
all that the Lord would have her to be, and though she might still be 
tempted, the temptation would not come from within, but from without." 
The Rev. F. W: said to her, in reply, "Mrs. Smith, this is heresy." 
And so it is, of the most serious and awful character! It is utterly 
subversive of all Scripture teaching; it is based on the grossest mis
apprehension of Scripture truth, and inflating its subjects with spiritual 
pride, it ~eads them to place themselves on the same level with the 
Lord Jesus, with respect to sin. For, indeed, in Him was no sin. 
Tempted they may be, they say, from without, but not from within, as 
"the very dross of sin is burned out of them. Mr. Smith recognises 
no distinction between temptation assailing Him, in whom no sin was, 
and temptation assailing them in whom sin is. According to this 
theory, sin and temptation would produce no more effect upon us than 
a " bag of gold would upon a dead miser," and that, of course, would 
be nil. 

Mr. Smith, and his coadjutors, in the "Pathway of Power," are 
constantly quoting, in support of their views, the language of the Holy 
Ghost, through the mouth of the Apostle John, in the first and tki:td 
chapters of his first Epistle. Thus, in the September number of the 
above named periodical, there are nearly three entire pages devoted to 
expositions of these chapters by various writers; and in Mr. Smith's 
book, " Holiness through Faith," p. 58, he says:-" That blood was 
shed not only to wash away the stain which sins had lefl upon us, but to 
Zl!ash inwar1lY. the sin itself away." We are told if we walk in t~e 
light, as he 1s m the light, " the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sm, 

* The Italics are ours . 
. t Y,-e were told this by an excellent minister of the Gospel, whose daughter, a. 

Ohnstum lady, hea.rd him say it. 
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not only from the stains of sin, or the punishment of sin, but from sin 
itself" (1 John i. 7). . 

We shall, therefore, devote the remainder of this article to a critical 
exposition and analysis of those chapters. 

The theme of the Epistle is triune :-Life, and Light, and Love. , 
"The eternal "LIFE" is declared: that "God is LIGHT" is announced: 
and that " God is LOVE " is made known. 

The spem'al intent of the Apostle is to lead the children of God into 
communion - intelligent, conscious communion-with their Father, 
"walking in the light as He is in the light:" and walking in the light 
is a characterishc course or habit of mind and conduct in harmony with 
God, and with" the will of God concerning us, in Christ Jesus." And 
the contrasted "darkness" signifies a course or habit of mind and 
condnct., contrary to God, and to His will concerning us, in His Son. 

Walking in the light as He is in the light, "we have communion 
with each other "*-i.e., we have communion with God, and He has 
communion with us,-"And the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth 
us from all sin." But this brief statement of realised blessedness has 
been wrested by men who claim pre-eminent "holiness," but who know 
not the meaning of these words of truth. 

Controlled by tradition and the force of human authorities, and 
exalted in their own estimation, they ascribe a moral significance to 
these weighty words; and, by reason of the darkness resting on their 
minds, they ascribe a moral, instead of a forensic or judicial value and 
efficacy to the redemptive and saving work of Christ. They know not 
that the doctrine of "the blood of Jesus Christ" is the doctrine of 
His voluntary death,t when He, by pure volition, "laid down His life" 
on the cross, "poured out His soul unto death," made His soul an 
offering for sin, and "put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." 

The meaning of the gracious words ;now in view is this:-Walkingin 
the light, and thus in communion with God, the believing ones real£ze, 
experimentally, their perfect judicial cleanness in the sight and estimate 
of God, by virtue of the all-cleansing efficacy of the voluntary and 
substitutional death of Christ, on their behalf, according to the will and. 
purpose of God. And the illustration of this is the civil and ceremonial 
cleanness of the nation of Israel on the day of atonement, as it is 
written : " For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, 
to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your sins before the 
LORD" (Levit. xvi. 30). 

Moreover: to attach a moral significance to the words under notice 
is to contradict the teaching which immediately follows:-" If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our eins, He is faithful and just to forgive us those sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." In both instances the 
same original word-katharizo, to cleanse-is used, and with the same 
forensic or judicial me!l,ning, even the same as in Heb. i. 3, where it is 

* The original word is kainonia and is preferably transll!-ted <:°mmunion .. A~d 
that the Apostle treats of communion between God and TI1s children, walkmg m 
the light, is evident: for, otherwise, he would have used the personal noun Theos, 
and not the pronoun. 

t Such ill the significance of the phrase "blood of Christ," i~ ~he connex~ons 
in which His blood is mentioned in all places throughout the Christian Revelation. 
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imid of the Son of God, "Who, when He had by Himself purged 
(lcathar.ismon) our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty in 
th~ heavens." This verse includes an allusion to the "sin-offering" on 
the·-day of atonement, by which the aggregate l1f the nation's eins was 
ceremonially annulled. Bat a provision was also made· for individual 
needs: and that provision was the " trespass-offering." In 1 John i. . 7 
there is an allusion to the sin-offering, of which the sacrifice of Christ 
is the anti type; and by His sacrifice all our sins-as touching guilt and 
condemnation-have been put away for ever. And that one offering of 
Himself is, also, the ever-efficient basis on which God the Father 
forgives the confessed faults and trespasses of His children. The 
sacrifice of Christ was the sin-offering for us at the first, and is the 
trespass-offering for us unto the end; and unto the end our need of this 
remains. 

But this necessary relation of the death of Christ unto the end is 
now being notoriously denied by men, who, assuming to teach others 
wiser than themselves, "have need to be taught again which be the first 
principles of the· oracles of God." They have no need of the sacrifice 
of Christ, as the trespass offering, for daily transgression. 

Respecting the established usages of language in the sacred writings, 
they are evidently uninformed: and in respect to the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, by means of that language, they have greatly erred. And, 
in their unholy zeal, they have taken advantage of a seeming discrepance 
between the teaching of the Apostle John in the first chapte, rand his 
teaching in the third. 

In the first, the .A.postle·says, "If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us": but in the third, he 
-seems to teach otherwise, by saying, "Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth 
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen Rim, neither known Him." But 
this semblance of diverse teaching disappears immediately that the first 
sentence in the paragragh is correctly translated thus:• "Every one com
mitting this sin, even that lawlessness committeth ; and this sin is that 
lawlessness." The Apostle was about to use the ordinary word for sin, in 
an extraordinary sense, and he wisely gives notice of his intention. He 
was about to write concerning sin in its most evil and heinous form. In 
t~e first chapter he uses the word hamartia (sin) in its primary and or
d1_nary meaning; but in the third (verses 6-10) he uses the same word 
with an aggravation and intensity of meaning, as signifying lawlessness
intelligent, deliberate and defiant sin; and such he shews to be the sin 
of the devil, and of those who are "of that wicked one." 

In the light thus evolved from beneath the darkness of a mis
translation, the unison of the Apostle's teaching will appear. In the 
first chapter he shews that a believer in the Son of God cannot, at any 

* The Apostle does not say, "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also 
the law:" for sin is a transgression of the law. The Greek is, Pas ho poion taen 
!iama1·tian, kai teen ano111ian poiei, kai lie ha-111a1·tia est·in lie a·nomialb._ Literally 
it rea?s t~us: Every one committing the sin, even the lawlessness comm,t_teth: ~nd 
the sm 1s the· lawlessness. But when emphasis is intended, the defimte article 
takes the form of the demonstrative, as shewn above. A paraphrase wil~ serve to 
shew the exact intent, The Apostle was about to use a common word Ill an nn
c?mmon sense, and gives notice to that effect, thus: Every one committing this 
sm,. of which I shall now treat, even committeth that lawlessness, coucerning 
which you have all been premonished, and this sin is that lawlessness. 
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time, say (in truth) that he has no sin-no sin needing the forgiveness 
of his hea,enly Father; and in the third (verse 6) he affirms that the 
true believer does not commit lawl4Jss sin; and then (verse 9) he asserts 
that the true believer, being "born of God," cannot commit lawless sin. 
And, in the way of contrast, he states that any one committing lawless 
sin, has never known the Son of God; but "is of the devil:" and, 
farther, that, by these contrasted qualities and characteristics, "the 
children of God are manifested, and the children of the devil." And 
now, in the light of the Apostle's actual teaching, the glosses of those 
who pervert his words will be seen and judged in their naked falseness; 
and the absurdity of their false logic will also appear. 

Those who, with their unstable leader, claim to have found, and to 
be walking in, "The Pathway of Power," by their mode of reasoning, 
teach that they themselves never knew Christ until after they had com
mitted their last act of sin; that they were not regenerate, or" born of 
God," until after they had committed their 'last act of sin; for they 
teach that any one who does commit an act of sin does not abide* in 
Christ, neither know Him; that such an one is not born of God, and, 
moreover, that he is of the devil. Surely "they be blind guides." 

How great is the contrast between the li"ght of the Apostle's teaching 
and the darkness of the teaching which has now been reviewed. When 
he had shewn the special intent of his writing-even that the children 
of God might have communion with Him, walking "in the light;" and 
that they might not walk " in the darkness," which is the pathway of 
sin; and when he had said, " My dear children, these things write I 
unto you, that ye sin not "-he was careful and wise to add, "And if· 
any man sin, we have a PATRONt with the Father, Jesus Christ. the 
righteous One." NEMo. 

* The radical meaning of the phrase, "A.bideth in Him," is shewn by the words 
of our Lord in John vi. 56; and also in the teaching of this _A_poetle in c~apter iv. 15. 

t PATRON is preferable to the word "Advocate." The or1grnal word 1s paracleetos,. 
and, when used as an appellation of the Holy Spirit, it is translated " Comforte~." 
The Holy Spirit is our Patron here on the earth, and the Son of God-Jesus Obrist 
the righteous One-is our Patron with the Fat.her in the heavens. 

(To be continued.) 

THE SURREY TABERNACLE. 
[WE give the following stama.e, b~ca.use they prove how deep the love many reaJiz~d towo.rd 

their Ia.te beloved pastor. We also give them, to ahow those brethren who are eo o.nnous to be· 
imited there, that it cannot be at a.II a.n enviable privilege. Such another Jo.mes Welle will never· 
be found.] 

WE MISS THEE. 
lJi.1,es uritten u;ltile mu1ing on tlie felt vo,:uu111 camed b11 e,,,, decease of tlie late Mr. JUllll!Bs Wells, of the 

Surrey Taberna<:le. 
We miss thee; yes, a.nd mise thee more To patient wait with uplift ha.nde, 

With each returning Sabbath-day, Till an Elisha. we eha.ll see. 
In vain we strive to feel "'tie well,'' We miss thee, but, O Spirit, hear, 

When oft constrain'd 'Ptis well" to sa.y. 11, if indeed sa.v'd spirits may, 
We miss thee, as ea.eh stranger's form, The glorious truths you taught us hero 

With trembling hope, we careful eye, Are all our comfort, joy, s.nd stay. 
Forgetting only as they're helped We miss thee, but in vain men shout, 

Our precious Lord to glorify. Lo here, Lo there, our hearts unmov'd, 
We miss thee at the hour of prayer, Our grateful soulB hut closer press 

As sorrowing souls confess their loss, The u Glorioue Gospel" we have pl'ov'd. 
And tell huw ministerially We miss thee, and a. little bo.nd 

Thuu led·at them forth to Calva.ry's cross. Will miss thee till the hour shall come, 
We miss thee, while we plead the grace That they the eummona Hhall recoive, 

To glorify our God in thee, 'ro meet thee in their Father's home. 
New Kenl &ad. ANNIE M. 
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THE CONVERSION OF A SCEPTIC, 
WITH A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF HIS HAPPY DEPARTURE. 

A MOST marvellous instance of the triumph of Divine grace over 
infidelity and the powers of darkness has just come under my 

immediate notice, and which I cannot forbear stating, to the honour of 
God and the good of immortal souls. Nor do I dare venture any 
assertion on the ground of B.earsay, but from my own personal know
ledge of the case, God having, of His infinite wisdom, made me the 
favoured instrument in carrying out the purpose of His grace to the 
conversion of a soul sunk in the depths of misery and despair. Grace 
is indeed all-sufficient ! 

" Is there a thing too hard for Thee, 
Almighty Lord of All? " 

" Certainly not ! " is the cry of the trembling believer who feels his 
indebtedness to sovereign grace; for-

" The things impossible to me 
Are possible to God." 

Mr. J. A. Maynard, the snbject of this brief memoir, has just past, 
at the age of thirty, from a scene of suffering and toil to a life of bliss 
and immortality. He was the son of Mr. James Maynard, a member of 
Mount Zion, Hill Street, Dorset Square, and the grandson of William 
Maynard, a venerable sire long since departed, who knew most of the 
pulpit celebrities of the past century, and died in the ancient faith of 
God's elect. Mr. M. was among the ordinary class of men, but from a 
child he possessed a meek and docile spirit, yet in no way a friend to 
real truth till the Lord took him in hand. 

Some years ago he joined the General Baptists, but appeared quite 
ignorant of the spirituality of the truth as it is in Jesus : in fact, this 
seems no uncommon thing with members of this class of the professing 
community; for persons are only required to be externally moral, and 
to give a mere formal assent of the natural understanding to the truth 
of the Scriptures, and they are deemed sufficiently suitable for member
ship ; they are then ready to receive the most gross and deadly errors 
conceivable, having never been purged from their old sins. 

Mr. M., for some considerable time, continued in association with 
this people ; but, owing to the pastor resigning his charge, his (Mr. M.'s) 
religion, with that of others, seemed to resign its temporary hold also, 
and he rarely went to a place of worship for a long while. This 
natural religion eventually terminated in the awful and pernicious 
sentiments of the great Infidel Lecturer of London, whose principles 
at this day are doing a woeful work among the young and rising 
generation. Mr. M. followed the Lecturer, read his works, and, more
over, laboured to propagate his errors, till smitten with the fatal disease 
which medical men call phthisis putmonalis, and which, within three 
weeks of his death, rendered his removal to the country absolutely 
necessary. 

Now began to appear the kind hand of the Lord in the matter. 
I was asked to visit the poor sufferer, being a relative, and one whom I 
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always highly respected, notwithstanding his sceptical tenets; but I 
hesitate<l, and put off going for some few days, and it was not without 
mnch_ prayer and supplication to the Lord that I could muster up 
sufficient courage to go: not that I feared the man or his sentiments, 
but a kind of presentiment seemed to linger within that it was no use 
going to Yisit one in that state, so deeply engrossed in infidelity. 
However, ere long I was convinced that this temptation proceeded from 
the adversarv of souls. 

On my first visit he received me kindly, which was beyond my 
expectation. His poor body was reduced to a mere skeleton, parched 
with a strong hectic fever, and racked with a violent cough; also a 
gfoom and horror was in his looks. I did not attack his sentiments at 
once, but wished to know about his disease, and whether he had any 
hope of r0covery, as he seemed to hint that he should get better. I then 
asked him, that iu the event of his not getting better, what was his 
hope? He immediately told me that he had no '' desire" at all to be 
saved, nor had he any belief in a future world, either of bliss or woe. 
Then, by the grace of God, I tried to reason with him of righteousness 
and judgment to come, and left him. He, however, sent messages for 
me to see him again, and about the third visit, the Lord was pleased to 
dispel the darkness from his mind, and to shatter to pieces his infidelity. 
I -was led to speak to him for about three-quarters of an hour about the 
certainty of death, of heaven, and of hell, which he listened to with 
marked attention; my aim being to show the force of true religion from 
a personal knowledge of it in my soul, and of the inconsistency of 
infidelity with reason; its incongruity with the loftier nature of man; 
its dubious and withering prospects, as well as the violence it does to 
conscience and every right principle of mind; believing that scep
ticism is a baneful affection of the heart rather than of the judg
ment, for all men, while in a state of nature, are, in a sense, 
contaminated in heart with infidelity, which is the ground of every 
foul deed, i.e., being devoid of true faith in God, and at enmity with 
Divine revelation . 

.A.t the conclusion of my simple arguments I asked my suffering 
friend if he would permit me to offer prayer to the Lord in his behalf, 
to which hE: willingly assented, during which time his poor full heart 
almost burst. He cried bitterly, and clasped me with bis thin, weak 
hands, in a very telling manner; and from that time, which was about 
nine days before his death, he grew in grace wonderfully. I shall never 
forget bow be cried about bis sins ; that he felt himself too great a 
sinner to be saved, as be had done bis best (or rather his worst) to deny 
the Saviour and argue away His truth. 

Just before this time the vicar of the parish came to see him, but 
his visit did not appear at all acceptable to the dying man, for he did 
not wish to see him again. So much had he grown in love to the truth 
within a few days of bis departure, that he seemed to welcome none, 
not even his relatives, except they were truth-loving people. Truly the 
Lord's people are a jealous as also a zealous people ; jealous for the 
honour of God, and zealous for good works. 

Only the day before he died Mr. M. raised himself up and tried, 
out of a full heart, to sing the praises of Jesus whom he loved; but 
his voice was too weak to utter the words audibly. He would often; as 
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the hour of death drew nigh, repeat a portion of that beauUful hymn 
commencing, 

"Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore;" 

and especially the latter part of the sixth verse,-
"None hut Jesus 

Can do helpless sinners good.'' 

All the family, many of which love the truth in Christ Jesus, were 
summoned around the bed of the dying Christian, and he gave to each 
a parting blessing, in words varied and suitable to each mourner. I 
asked him if he was happy, and he answered, with all his strength, 
"Yes, inexpressibly so!" Also, "I want to go home to be with Jesus!" 
"Precious Jesus!" and many other delightful words flowed frequently 
from his poor quivering lips. His last moments were, however, attended 
with great suffering; but, ·amidst it all, his countenance beamed with 
delight at the glorious prospect awaiting his longing spirit, which 
launched forth into the glory-world ere the friends were aware. 

"Up above a crowned and happy spirit, 
Like an infant in the roternal years, 

Who shall grow in love and light for ever, 
Ordered in his place among his peers." 

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS. 

AL ARM IN G PR O GR E SS OF POPER Y. 
To THE EDITOR OF "THE EARTHEN VESSEL." 

SJR,-Since I last wrote you on this subject (now a few months ago), 
I have stood as a" Watchman," ready to sound an alarm whenever 

it might appear to be expedient to employ the trumpet. That moment 
has come; and I cannot forbear exposing the increasing Popish tenden
cies of the age, but more ~specially those of " the Church of England." 

The Morning Post, of October 9, gives the following list of "Se
ceders " to Rome from among the Established Clergy, and due regard to 
your space will not allow me to transcribe more than their names and 
degrees:-The Revs. W.R. Hunnyham, M.A., Verny Cave Brown Cave, 
M.A., J. R. Mada, M.A., G. B. Burrows, B.A., Alfred Newdegate, B.A., 
William Nevins, H. J. Pye, G. B. Yard, M.A., J. Higgins, B.A., 
Septimus Andrews, M.A., C. H. Moore, M.A., W. M. Adams, M.A., 
W. C. Robinson, M.A., F. Down, F. M. Wyndham, G. Akere, Gordon 
Thompson, C. Moncrieff South, Reginald Tu.ke, M. Tyler, Dr. Fortescne, 
Mr. Humphrey, T. H. Grantham, Lord Francis G. G. Osborne, and R. 
S. Hawker. Here are twenty-five clerical seceders to Popery, to that 
cruel Church that stained her garments with the blood of the innocent 
W aldenses, and made the infamous Inquisition a terror to the civilized 
world! Alas for England, when her priest.s are no longer ashamed to 
pay court to " THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH I" 

But from what root-principle---what profound cause do these dis
graceful secessions proceed ? Is it difficult to define this cause, or is it 
so latent, so deeply hid from human view, that it can neither be dis
covered, or specified, or exposed? Does it lie so far out of sight as to 

z 
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baffle all penetration to define its chariJ,C,ter, or bring fort)l to the light 
of day this common curse of th(l whole world ? By no means, whatever ; 
for it is obvious to every thinking me.ii, and to every careful reader of 
ecclesiastical history, that the true origin-the one primary cause of 
Popery-is, NEGLECT OF THE WoRD OF Gon I All other causes are subor
dinate, and secondary to this monster vice: this parent of all corruption in 
that sacred body that should ever be " the pillar and ground of the tru:~h." 

This humiliating fact is confirmed by the foregoing array of names 
(to which more might be added), the whole of which ar~ from "the 
Church of England.'' But why from that Church, to a degree so 
remarkable? The reason is at hand, and it is this, that practically the 
'' Prayer Book,'' has more weight, more power, and more authority in 
that community than the Bible. But a short time since, that ever
active and vigilant official, the present Bishop of Manchester, when 
denouncing some error existing among his clergy, declared that it could 
not be found "within the four corners of the Prayer Book." Why 
could not his Lordship have said that it was not to be found "within 
the four corners of the Bible? " This would have been far more be
coming in a Protestant Bishop; and far more in keeping with the noble 
doctrine of the g-reat Chillingworth, that "the Bible, the Bible only, is 
the religion of Protestants.'' On the part of the goqd Bishop, however, 
it was a tacit admission that with those whom he addressed the Prayer 
Book carried more authority than the Bible. Can it be a matter of 
surprise, therefore, that a book of human origin only, should prove 
utterly powerless against the attractions of " the woman arrayed in 
purple and scarlet colour, and who sits upon a scarlet coloured beast," 
at Rome (Rev. xvii. 3, 4)? The Word of God alone is "sharper than 
any two-edged sword" and will cut any enemy through and through; 
but" the Prayer Book" never made "a good soldier of Jesus Christ," 
and never will. " Within its four corners " there are infant sprinkling, 
baptismal regeneration, and absolution by the Priest; and as these are 
the doctrines of pure Popery, it is by no means strange that a pseudo
Protestantism, such as the Prayer Book contains, should point the way 
that leads direct to Rome. 

Baptists in particular should narrowly watch against even small 
errors if they are to fulfil their high mission, in preserving a solid BmLE 
RELIGION to the world. Let them jealously guard the Lord's Table 
from unbaptized intruders, whatever plea may be urged in favour of 
admitting them there. Let the world call them "narrow," "bigoted," 
and all else that an empty vituperation may employ; it will be to their 
honour never to have taken the first step towards Popery in coquetting 
with infant sprinkling at the table of the Lord. 

Yours faithfully, 
Rochdale, October 15th, 1875. WILLIAM STOKES. 

P. S.-Since I wrote the above letter I have met with an unlooked
for confirmation of my worst fears respecting the awful spread of 
Papery; in the reply of a Catholic Priest to a clergyman of the Church 
-of England, at St. Le,mard's-on-Sea, whose son that Priest had cun
ningly and wickedly perverted to Romanism. The Priest says, "finally, 
in the face of the 1,000 ministers and members of the two great 
Universities, who have, in spite of the greatest earthly sacrifices, left 
Protestantism to enter that Uhurch (of Rome).'' "1,000 ministers 
and members I" Is it not perfectly frightful? W. S. 
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OBITUARY OF MRS. ELIZABETH STOKES, 
LATE OF ROCHDALE. 

THIS estimable lady, the late wife of Mr. William Stokes, now 
, ·, Baptist minister at Drake Street Chapel, Rochdale, wa.'I called 

hom,e,to heaven, after but two days' illness, on the 3rd of September, 
18175, in the 63rd year of her age. Her sufferings, though short, were 
very severe; but they were borne with a calm resignation to the divine 
will that allowed not one murmur or complaint to escape her lips: and 
when the crisis came, her happy spirit passed away with all the serenity 
of a peaceful slumber. The end could scarcely be called death, it so 
perfectly resembled a quiet, gentle -sleep. 

In life, her course was that of an amiable, retiring, Christian woman, 
snch as the great Apostle Panl recommends all Christian women to be 
(see Titus ii. 3, 4, 5). Consequently, she habitually avoided ostentation 
and the noisy publicity that so much abounds in the present day; and 
devoted her attention to the cultivation of those more valuable domestic 
virtues that evermore tend to make the family home a little "heaven 
upon earth." There her presence, from day to day, bore the appearance 
of " an angel in the house," and won for her the warmest affection of 
all who knew her. 

To her bereaved husband and family (son and daughter) her de
parture is an irreparable loss,-a blank vacuity,-that no earthly solace 
can supply; but they know too well where solid consolation resides, to 
murmur at a dispensation that has but removed a beloved wife and 
mother to a far better world. "Thy will be done," is their daily 
language, and they can look onward with joyful satisfaction to the day 
when they also shall join the departed, to be "for ever with the Lord." 

"Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and 
he praiseth her. Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman 
that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised" (Prov. xxxi. 28, 30). 

"LOVE AS BRETHREN."-lPETERiii.8. 

LoVE is a fruit of heavenly birth, 
Impla.nted in the soul, 

When God the Holy Spirit comes 
To make a. sinner whole. 

Love is ~h~ grace that suffers long; 
Love 1n its nature's kind· 

It lives and acts, and grow~ and thrives 
Most in the humble mind. 

It envies not, vaunts not itself. 
Nor swells with hsteful pride• 

Love is a jewel rich, indeed , 
Becoming Jesus' bride. ' 

It is not easily provoked, 
It eeeketh not her own ; 

Unseemly it does not behave, 
And evil thinks of none. 

It bea.r~ believes, hopes o.nd endures 
Nor co.nit ever fa.ii; 1 

Its beauty fully will &ppe.ar 
In heo.ven within the veil. 

Love is the bond the Church unites 
The fire tha.t keeps her warm• ' 

Its purity u.nll power is proved ' 
And tested in the storm. 

Love is the mighty motive power 
Or o.11 her holy deeds: 

Waiford. 

More of this precious working grace 
Zion most deeply needs. 

By love we serve our loving Lord, 
And serve each other too ; 

It oils the wheels, it moves the feet 
In wisdom's paths to go. 

It moulds the words, it rules the tongue, 
It hides a brother's fault; 

Administers reproof at times, 
But sea.sons all with sa.lt.. 

It moves the heart, the bends, the feet, 
In Zion's ways to move; 

It makes a. wondering world exclaim, 
u See how these Christiane love.·• 

'Tis sweet to feel its power within, 
Its sacrnd, holy glow; 

When heart to heart in concert meets, 
'Tia a, young heo.ven below. 

But, o.h ! in heaven's coogenie.l soil, 
Where fa.ith is lost in sight; 

And hope, in blest fruition dies, 
Beyond this world of night;

There in perfection love appears 
Throughout the ... crod throng; 

And there through endless rounds of yoan, 
Love will be all the song. 

G.B 
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CHRIS'l'ADELPHIANISM-WH~T IS. IT? 
BY W. WINTERS, WALTHAM. 'ABBEY. 

IT is much to be regretted that the. '4'ianeful influence of corrupt 
teaching, veiled in the garb of sanctity, should spread itself over 

the length and breadth of this highly-favoured land of Bibles and 
religious freedom. But the fact is, a religion without grace is like a 
ship at sea without rudder or compass; the possessor of a false religion 
is not under the tuition of the Holy Ghost; hence the doctrine he holds 
is corrupt, which renders him susceptible at any time to receive false 
impressions; his conscience is not to be trusted, as it either excuses 
where it should accuse, and vice versa ; his hopes are false, his testi
mony, if a preacher, is the result of carnal reasoning, unassociated 
with divine faith, to which grace he is an entire stranger. He is 
generally very zealous in holding forth to the world his own opinions, 
whieh the ungodly will believe and love, for the world will love its 
O'Wll, and, however polished by learning and society, ,it will always 
evince a greater attachment to a religious lie, no matter how absurd, 
than to the truth as it is in God. The simple reason of this is, because 
"the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be'' (Rom. viii. 7). And any person, out 
of feelings of charity, bidding a preacher of error "God speed, is par
taker of his evil deeds" (2 John 11 ). Some will, no doubt, be ready to say 
that assertions of this kind proceed from a mind destitute of true charity. 
God forbid! It must be observed that any one encouraging another to 
propagate that which has a semblance of truth in it, but in the main is 
in direct antagonism to the whole analogy of the Bible, in order to show 
unexampled charity, does so at the expense of the truth, and is doing 
more harm than good, for the Scriptures prove that "no lie is of the 
truth." 

The sentiments of a deluded and enthusiastic sect, called Christa
delµhians, are week by week being enunciated in this part of the country, 
and it is only right, and just, in the defence of the truth, to say that 
their preaching tends greatly to strengthen the ungodly in wickedness, 
and to perplex and wound the minds of tender Christians who are weak 
in the faith. We fear not to exhort all hearers to test by the Word of 
God what they bear, for those who have not a "Thus saitb the Lord 1' 

for what they affirm, are not sent by Christ to preach, but are false 
prophets, of whom we are told to "beware" (Matthew vii. 15). Those 
persons who are not hearers of. these Delphi.ans may like to k!'.1ow some
thing about them, and the sentn1!-ents t~ey bold. The followm~ extract 
from a notice-board on one of tbeu meetrng-bouses may help to Illustrate 
in a small measure, their order:-" Christadelphian Synagogue. The 
Christadelpbians meet within on Sunday mornings, at eleven o'clock, for 
worship and breaking of ~r~ad. On Su1;1day eve~i1;1gs, at six o'clock, for 
proclaiming the truth a~ 1t 1s set for~h m the 'YfI~mg_s of Moses an_d_ the 
Prophets, Christ and His Apostles, m contrad1strnct10n to the wr1trngs 
and teachings of the Clergy of the Church of Rome and her harlot 
daucrhters the Church of England and Protestant Dissenters. On 
Tue~day ~nd Thursday evenings, at half-past seven, for reading and 
consideration of Scriptural subjects. To all of which the public are 
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respectfully invited. All seats free, and no collections. 'To the law 
an~· the testimony: if £hey speak (the clergy) not according to this 
Word, it is, becanse they ·have no light in them ' (Isaiah viii. 20 )." 

The Christadelphian Church is a collateral branch from a society 
called the·" London Ecclesia." This sect claimed " to be the sect every
where spoken against, in the first century, newly revived." Their con
gregations are called "Ecclesias," to" distinguish them from the Churches 
of the apostacy.'' They consider other Christians to be apostates from 
the original religion. The tenets of the Christadelphians, or " Christ's 
brethren,'' as the name imports, are much the same as the General Bap
tists, Plymouth Brethren, and W esleyans; in fact, they are not more 
dangerous in deceiving souls than these are, as we may notice infra. 
The Delphians differ from the above unorthodox people in their belief 
in the unsCi'iptural theory that the soul becomes immortal by super
natural regeneration, and is not nat-urally immortal. Thus they strike a 
blow at the doctrine of the eternity of future punishment of the wicked, 
which is so clearly set forth in the Bible. Such an awful denial of the 
sacred Scriptures, if universally accepted, would do violence to all laws, re
ligious, moral, civil, and political. To be truthful and plain, the soul must 
be regarded as the immortal part of man which has a capacity for separate 
existence, and not a mere function of the body, which is material and 
perishable; if the soul be only a principle of the body, then it cannot 
exist after the organ with which it is associated has ceased to exist. 
It is, however, impossible to give anything like a full explanation of so 
deep a subject in so small a space. But if the Scriptures are carefully 
and prayerfully consulted, the arguments of the " Destructionists " will 
appear futile and pernicious in the extreme. 

The following may be considered a summary of their faith : 
"One God, the eternal Father, dwelling in heaven in light of glory 

inconceivable; one universal irradiant Spirit, by which the Father fills 
all and knows all, and, when He wills, performs all; one Lord Jesus 
9hrist, Son of God, begotten by the Spirit of the Virgin Mary, put to 
death for sin, raised from the dead for righteousness, and exalted to the 
heavens as a Mediator between God and man; man a creature of the 
ground, under sentence of death because of sin, which is his great enemy, 
the devil; deliverance from death by the resurrection and bodily 
glorification at the coming of Christ, and inheritance of the kingdom of 
God, offered to all men on condition. First, of believing the glad 
tidings of Christ's accomplishment at His first appearing, and of His 
coming manifestations in the earth as King of Israel and Ruler over the 
whole earth at the setting up of the kingdom of God. Second, of being 
immersed in water for His name; and, Third, of continuing in well
doing to the end of this probationary career." With this heretical 
~reed may be incorporated that which forms a wordy and unintelligible 
Jargon, called the belief of the before-mentioned Ecclesia, taken from 
the "Martarion;'' i.e.-that "everlasting life is the gracious gift of 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ-the clothing upon the liying s~~• 
or mortal body of life, of a justified believer, with the quickenrng spmt 
or house which is from heaven or the swallowin"' up of his death-nature 
in the life of the Divine nat~re so that this "'corruptible puts on in.
corruption, and this mortal puts' on immortality, by an impartation of 
spirit-life-energy into every fibre of its organism, in a moment, in the 
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twinkling of an eye, during the sound of the last trumpet; and, according 
to his type, the Lord Jesus, the saint then becomes a son of God in power 
by a spirit of holiness, through a resurrection from among the dead, and 
cannot sin because he is born of God, and lives, and moves, and has his 
being in the essential goodness, and peace, and blessedness of the Divine 
existence:" thence" the physical and moral impossibility of an immoral 
agency of evil exercising the attributes of an uncreated spirit-omni
science, omnipotence, and omnipresence,-emanating from the supreme 
God, to antagonise His purposes and defeat the counsels of His will con
cerning the redemption of the Adamic race for the glory of His name." 
They believe also that punishment on the finally impenitent is " the in
fliction on him, as a living soul or mortal body of life, of the many or 
few stripes in execution of his sentence until the appointed hour of his 
final doom arrives-to utterly perish in his own corruption." 

It does not require any very great amount of Biblical knowledge, and 
real Christian experience, to detect the absurdity of such a creed. In it 
is placed the free-will of the creature, and conditional salvation, before 
the sovereign and distinguishing grace of God, which is independent of" 
the help of man in the matter of salvation, which is the free gift of God. 
Nothing can be freer than a gift; for Christ declares, " I give unto them 
(My sheep) eternal life, and they shall never perish," &c. (Johnx. 28). In 
the creed given is a sad display of law and Gospel; things spiritual and 
literal are therein mixed up together, and the error that abounds in it 
respecting the new birth of the soul, and the destruction of the wicked, 
is very obvious and appalling. Mr. J. E. Ritchie, in bis " Religious. 
Life of London," shows up the system of the London Ecclesia, and the 
Christadelphian body, as being extremely sectarian, impracticable, -and. 
unscriptural He mentions that "In one street you see a· placard up, 
stating that here the Gospel is preached and nowhere else. A good man 
says he is weary of all this sectarianism, and at once hires a room and 
starts a new sect. A man's conscience is too sensitive to allow him to 
worship with a one man's ministry, or with an existing denomination. 
He shakes his head, and mourns over their worldliness, their carnality, 
their want of spiritual life; but does he better it by standing aloof, by 
shutting himself up with a few dismal-minded people, who come with 
their Bibles, and see in them, not what sound scholarly criticism teaches,. 
but that which their own morbid fancy suggests ? " 

A person writes to Mr. Ritchie and says, " Those who now represent 
the London Ecclesia, in recognition of the constitution and order of its. 
organisation, are, in this metropolis, myself and three others," and then 
quotes, " Straight is the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find it." 

The doctrines of this new sect were published in a pamphlet, called 
"The Truth as it is in Jesus, Defined in the Constitution and Order of 
the London Ecclesia; or, Immersed Believers of the Things of the King
dom of God and the name of Jesus Christ" (probably now out of print). 
It is to be hoped that these" new lights " will soon become extinct, and 
that Waltham Abbey will long be conspicuous for their absence, as no
good results are likely to follow the perversion of God's Word. 

Every mercy we enjoy is the offspring of the Father's love, and.1 

every blessing we realise flows through the channel of precious blood. 
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THE ARTILLERY LANE SPEECHES ON THE 
PERSON OF CHRIST. 

SUBSTANCE OF 
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MR. OROWTHER'S SPEEOH AT ARTILLERY ST. CHAPEL, 
0N THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH, 1875, 

SuBJECT: Christ-" The Root and Offspring of David."-Rev. nii. 16. 

WE know Him first as the Offspring of David. This He was accord
ing to the flesh; for Matthew and Luke shew that He descended 

from David, both on the father's and mother's side. He was " the 
new thing" spoken of-Jer. x:xxi. 22-"A woman shall compass a 
man:" for as womaVJ. was first taken out of man's side, and also 
was first in the transgression, and as it was promised that, "notwith
standing, she shall be saved in child-bearing:" so without a natural 
father she brought a man into the world to save the elect race, whom 
she had involved in ruin by the first transgression. "But, when the 
fulness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law," &c. (Galatians iv. 4). David was king of Israel; 
according to God's promise, that "of his seed He would raise up a 
king to sit on his father's throne, and be over the kingdom of 
Israel." These words had a higher· than a natural meaning. In the 
national kingdom we have a type of the true Israel; and Christ is 
King of the one spiritual family, or nation, and sits on the throne, both 
as David's Son and Lord, all the earth being subjugated to His sway. 
This kingdom will never pass away; all the subjects are a chosen gener
~tion, to live with Him for ever. Then He is the Root in relation to 
this spiritual family. All things were made through Jesus. We were 
chosen in Him, and for Him. God in covenant predestinated all that 
Christ became as Mediator. He was set up from everlasting as being 
in foreview what He was made in fulness of time. He was the Type to 
whose image all the elect were to be conformed. He is the First-born. 
The Beginning: also called the everlasting Father; and thus the eternal 
Source, or Root, of His people. His people are in the world; they are 
kept, disciplined, and governed by Him; and it is for their welfare, 
under Him, that creation exists. The election of grace were given to 
Christ; would not have been brought into existence but for the fulfil
ment of the purpose of Christ: and are preserved in Divine favour 
through the redemption of Christ. Thus the Church of God owes its 
origin, continuation, and destination to Christ. 

[Some of the other Addresses will be given.-ED.] 

FAITH AND ·:PRAYER. 

"There is one very peculiar feature or the palm .. tree, it will never bear fruit if foL1nd growing 
b7 lleelf."--Vide Nutu,-al Histoiy. 

A palm-tree, if it grow alone, To make the prayer effectu~l 
No fruit will ever bear It must be mixed with fll.1tb. 

And so o_ur lives will trui.tless be, Oh may these graces sweetly blend, 
It destitute of prayer. In harmony divine, 

And tho!,1gh our lives with pro.yer abound, Then sh9:ll we fr~i~ful b:e.nchf"9 be 
Yet still the Scripture ealth, In Christ the livmg Vm8..;_MrnL PBKK, 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Ministerial Fidelity. A Lecture by 
W. Alderson, Minister of East Street 
Cha.pel, Wa.lworth. We had intended 
to ha.ve let the above Lecture pa.ss with
out orilioism or notice on our pa.rt; but, 
considering the controversy tha.t it ha.a 
evoked, we ha.ve altered our minds,. and 
"will also shew our opinion." We think 
tha.t, by this time, a.t lea.et, if not before, 
the Writer must ha.ve felt howinjud1cioua 
and unwise it was to deliver such a Leo
ture, and still more unwise to print it. 

It is a sad feature of the preaent 
da.y tha.t the Churches, a.nd specially the 
ministers of truth, if they catch a brother 
tripping, soem to display an infinite joy 
in kicking him and trampling upon him. 
Verily, if the Gospel these men preach 
was not a more merciful Gospel than they 
practice, it would not be worth much to 
a poor sinner! But they seem to think 
that, in parading the faults of their 
brethren before the world, they are mag
nifying their own importance and good
ness. We read somewhere, not long since, 
the following AnVIOE To MINISTERS how 
to keep afalten brother DOWN:-

1. In all public meetings and aooial 
gatherings, especially in the vestry when 
the ministers assemble, be sure to seek 
oocasion to introduce his name, tha.t the 
brethren present may have opportunity 
to make e. furious onelauyht upon him, 
and to hold up their hands in holy horror 
at hie fall, or the mistake that he has 
made. 

2. Be sure to speak loud enough for the 
people in the body of the chapel to hear. 

3. Whenever the vestry door is opened 
Bpeal, still louder, to be sure that they clo 
hear. 

4. If any one present should venture to 
utter a word. in favour of the brother 
thus attacked, be sure to intimate that, 
perhaps, he is no better than he should be 
---11,nd so fulfil the law of Cht·ist, which 
says, "If a brother be detected in a fault, 
ye that are spiritual restore such an one 
in the spirit of meekness, considering thy
aelf lest thou also be tempted," But this 
law has now grown obsolete. 

It is impossible to read the Lecture 
without coming to the conclusion that the 
Writer is out of harmony with the doctrines 
and practices of the Strict Baptiste, and 
that bis legitimate place is elsewhere
among the more general body. There iea 
proverb which says, " That is an evil bird 
which fouls its own nest;" and the Lec
tu_rer's attack upon hi11 brethren is cer
te.mly, to say the least of it, not kind, 

and totally uncalled for. Why go out 
of his way to slander the late J as. Well■ 
(it was not valiant, brother Alderso.n, to 
attack e. dead man) P Why so much 
anxiety to defend the conduct of a Strict 
Baptist minister who has recently "en
larged his views J" 
"Who, with a bright and well-trimmed lamp 

supplied, 
First put it out, then took It for his guide." 

Hie attack upon the one, and hie sym
pathy with the other, only confirm what 
we have just said, that the Lecturer's 
proper place is outside of the Strict Baptist 
body, and, while he remains in it, he i1 
simply trying to perform the impossible 
feat of ste.nding on two stools, and we 
fear that he will ere long come to grief. 
That hie sympathies are with the brother 
who has just departed from Strict Bap
tist doctrine is manifest from the whole 
of the Lecture. 

What does the Lecturer mean by Anti
nomianism !-a charge which he, e. Strict 
Baptist minister, levels against the Striot 
Baptist Body and its ministers P 

We think that, in the first place, the 
Lecturer should have defined ths term, 
Antinomie.niem. 

2. That he should have ehewn where it 
e:&isted. 

3. The Churchea where its baneful 
results have been exhibited. 

4. Wha.t is the process by which he 
would elimine.te it from the Churches? 

CJnleBB he do this, all he says about 
Antinomianiem ie a mAre bag of wind
" sound and fury, signifying nothing." 

We have long since been awe.re that the 
Lecturer's doctrinal views have been per
f ectly COLOURLESS, or, e.e some would say, 
of the NEUTRAL TINT, But we were hardly 
prepared for such e. full-blown develop• 
ment of the fact as this Lecture affords. 
le he also like the other Ba.ptiet minister 
who has "enlarged hie views," ~arrying 
hie Church and congregation with him P 
or are there any still left at East Street 
who enquire after the good old patha P 

The Lecture ie written in what we 
cannot help calling a "slipshod" style ; 
and the Lecturer's references to Scripture, 
and quotations from it, are hardly what 
we should have expected from eo veteran 
a minister of the Gospel. On page 1 he 
refers to the Lord's denunciation of the 
Pharisees-the men who crucified Him
and of Jerusalem-the city which rejected 
Him-as the future rule of judgment for 
Christian ministers ; and, to crown the 
absurdity of the application, quote■ from 
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Luke x. Christ's denunci&tion of Ohore.zin 
and Bethse.ide., If this is to be the rule 
of judgment for Ohristian ministers 
then we hesitate not to affirm that n~ 
Ohristie.n minister will ever be saved. 
And if the quotation does not mean this 
it means nothing. ' 

The so.me looseness of thought e.ppee.rs 
on/age 6, where, addressing the students 
an including himself, the Lecturer says; 
"Are we not ambassadors?"* meaning, 
we presume, ambassadors from God to 
man, in reference to the language of the 
Apostle Paul in 2 Oor. v. 20. Are you, 
Mr. Lecturer, and the Strict Baptist 
students you addressed, ambassadors from 
God ? Oertainly not, no more than you 
are ambassadors from the man in the 
moon. Ambassadors from God, indeed! 
Where are yowr credentials ? Are they to 
be sought in the fact that you and they 
stand up to preach on some text selected 
from the Bible·? If so, then every man 
who stands up to preach, from the Pope 
down to the "Peculiar People," is an 
ambassador from God ! The fact is that 
there are no ambassadors from God now 
and never have been since the days of th~ 
Apostles; and to pretend it, is to lay 
claim to apostolical succession ! . 

The apostles were ambassadors from 
God ; and if any one had disputed their 
claims to the title, they could kaue pro
duced their credentials; they could have 
healed the sick, raised the dsad spoke in 
tongues, worked miracles, &c. But where 
are the men who could produce these 
credentials now? No, the mistake-a very 
common one-is to quote language from 
the Epistles that was specially and e.xclu
sively applicable to the apostles themselves 
and to apply it to any or all of the pulpit 
talkers of modern times! 

And this in a Lecture to students! If 
such be the unscriptural notions of the 
teacher, what will the students turn out 
but mis-quoters, and mis-appliers of the 
Word of God? We may add that we are 
much pleased with Mr. Hall's Reply to 
the Lecture, minus some few personal 

• The Greek terw Pl'IJSbuo (ambassador) occurs 
twtco only; viz., 2 Oor. v. 20, and Epb. vl. 20. 
It 1B not only equivalent to the term apostolos 
(apostle), but expresses the same Ideas In a more 
forcible manner or degree. An apostle Is one 
sent as a messenger, or agent, the bearer or a 
commls•lon. An ambasoador Is one sent 
commissioned and accredited by suprem~ 
authority to represent bis sovereign and to 
speak and act In his name. The credentials 
or an ambassador are manltest and un
questionable: and (within his Instructions) 
he Is Invested with the full authority ot 
his sovereign, by whom his official words and 
acts are confirmed. Thus were the apostles or 
the Lord Obrist sent, commissioned, and ac
credited by Him, They, and they only were 
Hie ambassadors. · ' 

epithets which we would rather have had 
omitted, and which we think our brother 
Hall will himself regret. " /~ 

DEAR MR, EoITOR,-I have been deeply 
grieved to see the attempts that have 
been made in print to injure the reputa
tion of our highly-esteemed, long-re
spected and ~eloved brother Alderson, on 
account of his recent Lecture on " Minis
terial Fidelity." 

I must make my solemn protest against 
the course which has been adopted of 
sending handbills to many if not all the 
ministers of the Baptist denomination, in 
London and elsewhere, for the purpose of 
placing the said handbilts in the pews of 
the chapels ;-handbills which, while in
tended to a.dvertize another pamphlet 
written in reply, are little short of 
libellous, charging Mr. Alderson with 
making " cruel and wicked allegations." 

I have read the Lecture on" Ministerial 
Fidelity," which has ea.used such bitter
ness, an~ conjured up so much ill-feeling, 
and, while I am not prepared to endorse 
every word of it (in fact I think some 
things had better not have been said) 
yet, I cannot see any part of it which 
ought to give offence to our Strict Baptist 
brethren, if they hold the truth in love. 
On the contrary, I think that if read and 
considered in the proper spirit, there is 
much that is likely to do good. We all 
want stirring up. 

I be_lieve Mr. Alderso?- has faithfully 
and with the purest mot1 ve set before his 
brethren in the ministry (for whoi:n alone 
the lecture was intended, and not for 
generalcirculation-hence the omission of 
any publisher's name to which the Editor 
of the Herald has playfully, and si:.rcas
tioally alluded) some of the causes whiah 
he honestly conceives to be connected 
with the low state of many (not all) of 
our Strict Baptist Churohes, It may not 
be pleasant to have our faults pointed out, 
but "faithful are the wounds of a friend." 
Mr. Alderson may say to his offended 
brethren, "Have I therefore become your 
enemy because I have told you the truth?" 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours in the Gospel of Christ, 

Peckham, G. T CoNGllVB, 

We fina, on returning from recent 
tours, several packets of books and letters. 
Of their spiritual and literary value we 
cannot this month express any opinion. 
.As the winter approaches, and long jour
neys must be declined, we anticipate t God 
willing) spending much time in searching 
into the merits of .Australian, Provincial, 
and London communications and new 
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iaauee. Here is a brief 110knowledgment 
of a few:-

. Monthly parts of Mr. Jamee Grant's 
Chri,stia" Standard-full of varieties con• 
nected with the great wars in the religious 
world. They confound us altogether.
The Pictorial World is a mirror and a 
museum of everything going on in the 
world. It is a daring speculation in a 
business point of view ; but the people 
will have pictures. and the market is well 
supplied.-The We.stern M<rrning News, 
so charitablv sent to us, furnisheth full 
reports of 0Baptist Union autumnal as
semblies. We are anxious to see if there 
was any room in such powerful gatherings 
for the living Christ of God and His 
Gospel. Professing people appear to 
have fallen into the worship of men of 
eloquent tongues. These are talking days 
indeed; but what saving fruit resulteth 
is unknown to ns.-Mr. E. Stock sends us 
his Sunday School W<rrld; and by him is 
also published a volume, carrying on its 
title the following lines:-The Christian 
Student's Handbook of Comparative Phi
lology, t:S·c. By Burlington B. Wale, 
Minister of Trinity Chapel, Plymouth. 
In his Preface, Mr. Wale says he seeks 
hereby " to furni eh a con:6.rmation of the 
truth of the Biblical record in relation 
to the confusion of tongues. We live 
in an age when the foundations of our 
faith are being assailed in every direction, 
and one of the principal battle-:6.elds is 
the Pentateucb ; for if we do not believe 
Moses we cannot believe Christ. Christ 
affirms it:-• Had ye believed Moses, ye 
would have believed Me: but if ye believe 
not his writings, how shall ye believe My 
words?'" By the same Author, Mr. 
Robert Banks gives us a well-produced 
pamphlet, called Biblical Outlines; or, the 
.Distinctive Characteri.stics and Mutual 
Relations ef the Books ef the Bible. Many 
in different parts have asked us where Mr. 
Wale was to be found ? These books will 
shew where he is, and what he has been 
doing; evidently in his study during the 
last few years, and most devoutly do we 
pray that these faborious and critical pro
ductions of hie pen may be of much 
service to all who believe that there is " a 
deep that coucheth beneath ; " that, still, 

"God moves in a mysterious way 
Bts wonders to perform; 

He plants HI• footsteps tn tbe sea, 
And rides upon the storm." 

The Coming and Personal Reign of 
Christ upon tlie New Eartl,. By Job 
Canel. London: Guest. Be not fright
ened at the title ; brother Job has thrown 
~ more experience than is generally found 
1n books of this description. He is no 
prophet. 

Ths Gospel of the Tabernacle. B7 
Robert Ed. Sears. London: E. Stock, 
The .Author of this handsome volume• is 
one of the few young men who, in our 
day, have a three-fold continuance:
First, he has continued over one Church 
(a Church numbering near 300 members. 
and with a large congregation) about 
:6.fteen years. Young men, who come 
forth from schools of high advantages, 
have often to fly in all directions ; R. E. 
Sears labours on with the same people. 
Secondly, he continues faithful to, and 
fruitful in, the same principles; he has 
never attempted to "cut down the 
hypers,'' nor to "branch out into Open 
Communion and duty-faith," as some are 
instructed to do. It causeth our souls 
to weep when we are obliged to hear such 
unholy means are now resorted to by 
those who have obtained immense in
fluence and power. Thirdly, Mr. Sears
continues to aig into, and search out, the 
hidden treasures in the mines of heaven's. 
mysteries, as this excellent volume proves. 
We thank the Lord for the good work 
doing by Robert Edward Sears. May he
grow in grace, knowledge, usefulness, and 
in Gospel honours, for many years yet 
to come ! Our review is unavoidably 
reserved. 

(Jkrist in the Psalms. By Rev. James 
Ormiston, vicar of St. David's, Holloway. 
To be had at 61, Ellington · street, Isling
ton. This is too rich in its construction. 
and matter for us to review, We have· 
twice been favoured to hear Mr. Ormiston,. 
and feel assured all that flows from him, 
either by pen or in the pulpit, must be 
strong and savoury meat, such as Zion's 
pilgrims only can truly appreciate and 
enjoy. 

An Opinion of the Spiritual Meaning of" 
Water lJapti.sm; with Remarks upon Mr • 
Gadsby. By J. E. Smith. This is a 
little puzzle; had we time, room, and the 
mind, thia good farmer's tract might 
furnish a text for several sermons; but 
this month, we are sorry to say, it is not 
convenient. 

The Mildmay Conference. Report of' 
.AddreBBes, 1876. London : Shaw & Co. 
The subjects herein treated of-the Kingly 
Office and Blessings of Christ-are delight- · 
ful to all who devoutly love the Saviour. 
The ideas are Scriptural ; the language 
choice and expressive. We must rejoice
in this, that our Lord is tb us lovingly 
proclaimed. We never see a book, ser
mon, or pamphlet, where the Name, the 
Person, the true grace, the power, the· 
glory, and the kingdom of God's eternal 
and victorious Son is exalted, but our 
soul catches fire and feels a gladnet•
beyond all expression. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
LAYING THE MEMORIAL STONE OF "PROVIDENCE CHAPEL,'' 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION. 
On afternoon of Oct. 5, a number or 

friends gathered round the "Providence 
Chapel "-now in course of erection for 
the Baptist Church, late of Livingstone 
road, at the junction of Meyrick and 
Speke roads-to witness the laying of the 
memorial stone by Mr. H. Clark. The 
ministers present were C. W. Banks, 
Bennett, Brittain, Langford, and Mitchell. 
After singing, reading and prayer, C. W. 
Banks gave a very appropriate ad
dress from the part of Scripture read 
(Gen. nviii.). Mr. Bennett then ad
dressed the meeting as to the Gospel, its 
doctrine, and the principles to be taught 
in the chapel of which the memorial stone 
was about to be laid. In conclusion, he 
presented Mr. Clark with a handsome 
trowel, bearing name and inscription, on 
behalf of the friends connected with the 
cause. A hymn having been sung, after 
a few remarks, Mr. Clark proceeded to 
lay the stone ; but a heavy downfall of 
rain rendered this part of the proceedings 
not quite so agreeable. The money laid 
on the stone amounted to £74 3s. The 
friends adjourned to the schoolroom 
(kindly lent us) in Knox road. After tea 
a meeting took place; C. Spencer, Esq., 
in the chair. After singing and prayer, 
Mr. Clark read financial statement, shew
ing, towards the required sum of £2200, 
there is cash in hand, £1043. Here is 
abundant cause for thankfulness, when it 
is remembered the Church was only 
formed in March, 187ll, on Strict Com
munion Baptist principles. Brother 
Bennett made earnest remarks relative to 
his first connection with the cause, and 
happy recollections of subsequent visits. 
Brother Brittain warmly contended for 
the integrity of the Strict Baptist cause, 
proving, from the principles and practices 
of the Strict Baptists, that the charge of 
bigotry, so often cast upon them, belongs 
more properly to their accusers; and, 
much in the spirit of the pe.mfhlet lately 
published by brother Hall, o Clapham, 
spoke of the importance of a strict ad
herence to the faith as once delivered to 
the saints, and a bold stand for the truth 
of God. Brother Lawrence, after some 
valuable hints in reference to building 
W?rk, hu_morously detailed his experience 
with bmlders and their " extras· " and 
after a. few pra.ctical hints in r~ferenc; 
to su~eessful begging, pointed out the 
necess1 ty of a strong bond of Christian 

love and unity in order to spiritual 
prosperity, taking for his figure the centre 
bar that ran through and held together 
the boards of the tabernacle in the wir
derness. Messrs. Langford and Mitchell 
followed with profitable addresses. The 
evening collection ( £4 16s. 9d. ), added to 
the sum of £74 3s., at the stone, made 
the total for the day, £78 19s. 9d. A 
friend has since given £1. Contributions 
to the building fund thankfully received 
by Mr. H. Clark, York road, Battersea; 
and Mr. S. Stiles, 2, Providence Cottages, 
Wye street, York road, Battersea. 

BOSTON.-The sixth anniversary of 
Bethel Baptist chapel, Trinity street, was 
celebrated Lord's-day, 19th, and Tuesday, 
21st September. Sunday, 19th, Mr. 
Huxham, of Boro' green, Kent, preached 
morning and evening ; Mr. Cattell, of 
Ramsey, in afternoon; both proclaiming 
the Gospel ·of God's rich, free and 
sovereign grace in such a manner that 
Christ was exalted in the theme and 
many weTe edified. Tuesday afternoon, 
Mr. Huxhe.m preached to an intensely 
interested audience. At five 150 persons 
partook of an excellent tea, provided and 
served by the ladies of the congregation, 
who did their utmost to make every one 
happy, and certainly all present could 
endorse the sentiment of the poet when 
he wrote,-

" Religion never was designed 
To make our pleasures less." 

Mr. Cattell preached in the evening from, 
" Wherefore, holy brethren, pa.rte.kers of 
the h~e.venly calling, consider the .Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
J esua." The great subject of the apostle
ship and priesthood of Christ was treated 
in e. masterly manner; it was e. time of 
refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord; many rejoiced with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory. Our collections (with 
the proceeds from tee.) realized £12 6s. 
The Lord has given us another token for 
good. We have thanked God and ta.ken 
courage and pray for grace to be kept 
bumble, and with adoring gratitude, 
a.scribe all the praise and the glory to 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Israel's 
.Triune-God. As e. people who love the 
truth and desire to walk in the command
ments of the Lord's house blameless, we 
a.re looking to the great Head of the 
Church to send ue e. man of God, who has 
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a_ living experience, who shall be brought 
(m the Lord's providence) to dwell in our 
midst, that he may go in and out before 
us and ministerially brel\k the bread --of 
life unto us. The Lord hear our earnest 
supplications is the prayer of 

JOHN SeARPlil. 

A REMARKABLE LETTER BYMR. H. 
WfoE W ATFOHD, TO MR. H. HALL. 

.. prayers were regularly said; the . .Bible be
. came my companion, and the chapel the 
place ot my resort-either Baptist. or Wes
leyan, for they were all one to me-and the 
church would have been frequented also 
only that the clergyman made no pretensioJ 
to religion ( in this he was honest) and with 
his clerk l had often played cribba'ge ; there
fore, . they were not good enough to be my 
associates. · 

D&AR MR. EDITOR,-Allowme, through 
your pages, to thank most heartily those 
friends wl10 have su kindly sent me letters of 
their approval of the course I felt called on 
to adopt, in defence of our unchanging creed· 
and as many friends strongly advocate ~ 
large distribution ot my Reply to urge on 
one and all to circulate it to the utmost of 
their power, especially as a copy of Mr. 
Alderson's Lecture is now given stitched up 
with the Reply. I need not say that I urge 
not the circulation on monetary ground as 
the price fixed being so low I must necess~ilv 
incur a loss, however large the sale · but 
that the professing Church may read both 
sides of the question, and decide for them
selves whether our doctrines and our minis
ters deserve the stigma Mr. Alderson has 
cast on them. 

A perusal of my Reply has so aroused the 
mental enP.rgies of our mutual friend and 
brother, Mr. H. Wise, of Watford, as to 
cause him to write as in " the day of his es
pousal, a~d the gladness of his heart,'' that 
I am obb.ged to ask you to allow bis letter a 
place in your" Vessel" for November having 
first obtained his leave, although I have no 
doubt you have already more than enough 
cargo for the present voyage; but as you 
possess, to a wonderful degree, that talent 
ot crowding your "Vessel" without running 
the risk of overloading it, or of sinking it, or 
ot even incurring the ire of Mr. Plimsoll, I 
hope you will be able to give our brother's 
merchandise room, if you can. I have iittle 
doubt that, when the time arrives for the sale 
of your wares, that which has on it our 
brother's brand will command a good sale 
among" those that are perlect," or, in other 
words, " the unchanging creed of forty years' 
standing." Our brother writes:-

I Watford, Oct. 2, 1875. 
Mr. Hall. 
My DEAR BROTHER, - Your letter to 

Mr. A-- induces me to write to you. If 
spared until the 30th of this month I shall 
have completed my seventieth year. When 
I was about twenty-nine years of age-the 
gayest of the gay-caring neither for God 
nor man, the cholera was raging in this town 
to a most fearful extent; but. I braved it out 
to the last, until I had not an associate left, 
when solemn thoughts arose in my mind, 
which produced an entire change in my 
habits. Not another oath did I utter; 
dancing and card-playing, which were the 
delight of my life, I practised no more. My 
reformation was most marked : the Sabbaths 
were regarded; not another purchase did I 
make on those day&-not even milk ; my 

In this course I continued for a few weeks 
pleased with, and proud of, my attainments'. 
Ah, my brother, I did make progreBB in 
those days. My then creed was not a 
poor, shrivelled-up, contracted, no-progress
making creed; for I put all my wicked books 
in ~he fire, · even bro~er Shnkespeare's, as 
he IS called by the universal-charity-mak.e
progress gentlemen. But the day came 
when I even made greater progress still but 
in a backward direction, through a cir~um
stance which would make you smile; but 
to me, it was a solemn reality, which scat~ 
tered all my piety to the winds. This taught 
me I was a poor, hell-deserving sinner and 
constrained me to cry, scarcely knowingsuch 
language was in the Bible, " God be merciful 
to me a sinner," in such a manner as could 
only be effected by absolute nece!!Sity; and 
will you believe that, after these forty yelll'II' 
thinking and reading, more or less every 
day, and praying, too, I am, to this hour, in 
the same condition, and know, by sorrowful 
experience, that in my flesh dwelleth no good 
thing? Is this the result of deficiency of 
brain-power? Well, be it so; this I know, 
" Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners." No progress here, but confirma
tion; yet, blessed be the God of all grace, I 
am not a dead sinner, nor a lover of sin; for 
He that saves us from sin's condemnation, 
delivers us from it.s life and power. " The 
elder shall serve the younger." This state I 
call No 1. 

From this I proceeded to state No. 2, which 
was a being instructed, through the Word, 
into the substitution of Jesus in the sinner's 
place anll stead, although but very imper-
fectly ; yet I saw it was a doctrine so 
blessedly fitted and adapted to my necessity 
that it filled me with joy and gladness. l 
began to talk of it to everybody. My fears 
fled ; my peace flowed like a river; my 
daily labour became a pleasure to me. The 
time of the singing of birds had indeed come, 
and the voice of the turtle was heard in the 
land. I worked and sung all day long. My 
a~uainta_nces thought I was going mad; 1t 
ditl not frizzle me up, nor make me a poor 
contracted thing; and now, while I write, 
I look back to this state No. 2, and realise 
the days of my youth - not Mood,r. and 
Sankey style, nor Brighton Higher Life. 

Now followed state No. 3. For about si% 
months to live in the light, and to rejoice 
in the finished work of Jesus ; but after 
this my mind became dark as midnight, so 
far as feeling was concerned. My singing 
was turned into groaning ; my dancing into 
crawling; my mouth was closed, and society 
was shunned. I tried to exercise faith, but 
found it like the prophet's staff on the face 
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o( the ,child ; yet I could not. charge my&elf 
with any neglect of duty. My creed taught 
me there was a Holy GhORt, but I had never 
felt the need of ,the constant power and in
fluence of •His presence and teaching. This 
led.me to the New ·Testament, in which I 
found,·to my amazement that I was as de
pei:i~.~nt on the work and office of the Holy 
G)l~t, in the glorious plan of salvation, as 
I , -was on the meritorious work of Christ, 
and that nothing spiritual can be known but 
by His teaching. He first makes alive, then 
lead~, not drives, to Jesus. " He shall not 
speak of ijjmself" (John xvi.13, 14); there
fore, have come to the conclusion that it is 
the 8pirit that quickeneth and teacheth-the 
flesh profiteth nothing. Thus I have been 
taught No. 3 state-viz., the person and work 
of the Holy Ghost, who never teacheth but 
by experience, through the Word, which, 
like its glorious Author, liveth and abideth 
for ever. 

I remember a young man, many years 
ago, in Beds.-a preacher, very strict and 
very high-higher than I should like to be, 
for fear of falling. He left his views and 
joined Mr. --. I met him by accident, 
as we say, some time afterwards, in a railway 
carriage. He asked me if I had heard any
thine: of him. I said I had not. We con
versed together, but I would not understand 
him. At last he said, "I still hold the same 
doctrines that I did, but my views are en
larged" (i.e.1.. brain-power). To this I 
answered, " .l'riend D--, the doctrines 
you refer to were in my heart before they 
were in my head; therefore, as a consequent, 
I must have a change of heart before I can 
change my views." He made no reply, ~ut 
drew himself up in a corner of the carriage, 
thinking, I suppose, it was useless to reason 
with a man ol ' no capacity for thought." 

I am often amused-some ·would call it 
bigotry-at the tremendous amount of brain
power brought to prove that baptism is not 
a command, or else that it is done away 
with. We have a minister in this town, 
once a professed Baptist, from whom I have 
had a letter, in which he states that Peter 
was wrong in commanding Cornelius to be 
baptized ; also that 1 Peter iii. 21 is nothing 
but a Jesuit tradition. This is making pro
gress with a vengeance; but which I call 
"a lie." 

But enough; I am sick at h~art of reading 
the wonderful discoveries of brain-power. I 
have not mentioned the five points, but I 
think if you reckon all up you will find 
~em. I never wrote so long a letter in my 
life; but I 1eel I could write a great deal 
more. God bless thee, iny dear brother, is 
the prayer of, youn in the truth, 

H. WISE. 
P.S.-lf I have not e:,chausted your 

p11tience I should like to add that it is very 
easy to hold fast our Strict Baptist principles 
under circumstances of no opposition. For 
the first fourteen years of my profession there 
was not one in the town I could see with, 
and I knew. not a Strict B11ptist minister; I 
bad to stand alone and contend for the things 
I had been taught, as relate to doctrines and 

ordinances, before a Church of some 2.50 
members, and some of them of high standing 
in life. They all respected me for my intel\'
rity, and the minister, whom I much 1e
spected, sympathised with me, and •aid I 
should see differently some day; but tha: day 
has not yet arrived, and my feelings at the 
present moment are that it never will come. 
Others also pitied me tor my family's sake, 
and prophesied I should have no busines!I, 
which affected me not a little, and caused me 
to "wet my couch with tears," and to pray 
very earnestly that I might have the same 
views of truth as those by whom I was sur
rounded; but to this day my prayers have 
not been answered. I was soon called out 
to preach every Sunday ; gathered a few 
hearers together in a large cottage, out of 
whom a Church was soon formed, which in
creased to forty-five members, among whom, 
for twelve years, I preached the Gospel at 
the price it cost me, in which I did wrong; 
nevertheless, the Lord made me am pie 
amends, far beyond my expectations, without 
ever allowing me to ask favours of any; for 
I never could beg, but would rather work 
for a shilling than cringe for a guinea. 
How true is our God to His Word-" He 
that honoureth Me I will honour." And 
now I will stop, although I feel I could 
write a book ; but if I were to, many would 
not credit its contents. Why I should have 
written so freely to you I cannot tell ; but 
your tract is the cause of it. I again re
main, yours in the old Gospel-and yet not 
old, for it is ever new, H. W. 

HOXTON. - Harvest thanksii:iving ser
vices and celebration of pastor's seventh 
anniversary were held on Sept. 26 and 28. 
Sermons were preached by brethren Osmond 
and Masterson. On the following- Tuesday 
a tea and public meeting wa• held; Mr. 
Osmond in the ~hair. He said, "We have 
now been together nearly eight years; I 
have just completed the seventh year's pas
torate (if such it may be called). DCiring 
this period we have proved our God to be 
faithful. He has removed some in provi
dence; some, we believe, He has taken to 
heaven; He has, however, added others to 
us, such as we believe are saved in the Lord. 
During the past year about thirty have been 
added to the Church. We are full eyery 
Sunday evening. We have a good Bible 
Class. At the Monday evening prayer 
meetings between thirty and forty are 
present. Peace, love, and unity still exist." 
Brethren Joiner, Dallimore, Dearsly, and 
Evans discoursed upon the "King and His 
Many Crowns." W. B; 

WOOLWICH.-A large addition to the 
Church at Enon wa.• made on Sunday, Oct. 
3, 1875. Mr. Brittain (who will be, we hope, 
for a long time, our future pastor) received 
into our communion fourteen or fifteen new 
members; others are seekiug for fellowship 
with us. We are joyfolly and thankfully 
helped to 
"Praise God from whom all blessings !low." 
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FASTS AND FEAST& 
BY W. WINTERS. 

In Speldhurst road Baptist chapel, Oct. 5, 
excellent l'ompany of Christian friends met 
here to worship God and to encour&g:e the 
pastor in his work. _Such an expre8S1on ~f 
friendship as was evmced there cannot fad 
to be appreciated by the laborious Editor ot 
the "Earthen Vessel;" moreover, it must 
tend, in some measure, to show the high 
honour God has been pleased to confer upon 
him in his mature years. Yet among tke 
things which make up this mortal life, he 
bas no doubt, found, as Lavater says, cold 
frie~ds cold enemies; half friends, half 
enemie~; fen•id enemies, warm friends; 
neYertheless, as another poetical writer re
marks, 
"He would do everything to serve a friend." 

Among the ministerial brethren present 
we notieed good John Shipton (of Berk
bamstead), J. S. Anderson, C. W. Banb, 
R. C. Bardens, H. Hall, T. Stringer, W. 
Tooke R. G. Edwards, G. Baldwin, F. Green, 
W. Qiwdery, T. Austin, J. Rayment, G. 
Holland, W. Symonds, S. Francis, W. Sack, 
W. Holton, and others. 

Mr. J. S. Anderson preached a very ex
perimen ta! sermon in the afternoon, on 
Micah vii. 7-" Therefore I will look unto 
the Lord · I will wait for the God of my 
aalvation:' mv God will hear me." The 
preacher spoke thoughtfully and to great 
ad...antage on the nature of true faith; its 
operation in the soul, an~ i~s gl~rious results. 
He also pointed out the d1Stmgu1Shed features 
ot spiritual faith and natural faith; how the 
former was always manifest in spiritual acts, 
as in prayer and in other devotional exercises; 
but the latter was a "duty-faith" whicll 
was in the power of every rational creature 
to perform. The preacher illustrated the 
text from the circumstances in which many 
of the Bible characters were often found, 
and in which the saints of God are now fre
quently employed; looking with e'."p~ctation 
to the Lord. He also na1Tated a brief passage 
from his own experience, relative to prayer, 
which when told on a former occasion, was 
greatly blest to a young Christian man w_ho 
was then l11bouring under great soul afflic
tion. The Lord has highly honoured 011:r 
brother Anderson with many seals to hts 
ministry. May be he long spared to serye 
at the table ot the great Master, CbrISt 
Jesus. . 

After a very comfortable and 1·etresbmg 
tea, the evening service was commenced by 
a few fitting words from C. W. Banks,. re
specting tlie president-elect of the meettng, 
Mr. Newby, who gave out the hymn,-

"All hail the power of Jesus• name,'' &c. 

Mr. Squirrell addt·essed the throne ofg~ace 
in words every way ~uitable to the occas10n. 

The chairman in his opening addres•, 
made many tend~r and feeling remarks re
•pecting his attachment to the cause of 
Christ and to the brethren present. Also, 
he regretted that during the last twenty 
years so many brethren, who appeared 

fair in the ou tstart, had gone utray from the 
truth. In this lamentation we are all deeply 
interested. 

The subject for the consideration of each 
speaker was-" The Fasts and the Feasts of 
Jor and Gladness, as Recorded in Zechariab 
viit. 18-22." It may be observed that these 
fasts were commemorative of certain great 
national events connected with the Jews, and 
which will be amply seen in 2 Kings xxv.; 
Jer. xxxix., Iii.; Ezek. xxiv.; and in many 
other passages ot Holy Writ. The only fact 
commanded by the Levitical Law waA that 
on the great day· of Atonement (Levit. 
xxiii. 29), which typified the perfection of 
Christ"s suffering for sin-not for the Jews 
only, but for the Gentiles also; "for by one 
ofterin{!" He perfected lor ever them that were 
sanctified.'' There is in the present day a 
great ado about fasting in the ~tate Church. 
Spiritual tasting, they tell us, is the absti
nence from all unholy plell!lure. Moral 
fasting is the habitual regulation of one's food, 
in accordance with one's reason, within the 
limit, of necessity. Natural lasting, con
tinues the ecclesiastic, is tasting in its true 
and proper sense, i.e., the abstinence from 
all rood. But this is all natural, and 
wherever it is rigidly carried out, it only 
shows that the veil ot Moses is cast over its 
adherents. True tasting is to sorrow Jor sin, 
and moreover, to feel the absence ot the 
Lord Jesus-such fasting yields the peace
able fruits of righteousness to them who are 
exercised thereby ( Heh. xii. 11 ). 
" For God ha.s marked each sorrowing day, 

And numbered every secret tea.r; 
And heaven's long years or bliss aha.II pay 

For all His children suffer here." 
Mr. Henry Hall, in a very praiseworthy 

manner1 spoke on the subject ol the evening, 
which ne sweetly embellished with many 
able remal'!u on St. John's ministry, which 
te1minated the legal dispensation, or law of 
works. This gentleman furwermore graeed 
his speech by adding a ~olden mite towards 
the bumble pittance bestowed that evening 
upon the pastor of the place. 

Mr. J. i:!. Anderson followed on " The 
Provisions of the Gospel, Strictly in Keepin~ 
with the Fasts and Feasts ol ~ripture. ' 
He shewed that the Christian's access to the 
royal feast mentioned in the W urd of God, 
was through the sacrifice of Christ, in which 
real perfection is seen by faith. Such a feast 
is of God's providing, and is not at the ex
pense of the creature. 

Mr. 'f. Stringer, in bis usual warm and 
forcible manner, spoke much to the en
couragement of the pastor and people on 
feWits ol ::icripture, and which he couttrmed 
by the historical events connected with the 
destruction of the Temple and the murder ol 
Gedaliah (Jer. xii. 1-17). 'fhe worthy 
speaker did not omit to mention, with bis 
accustomed adrlitness, the Lenten. fasts of 
the Chu1·ch of England, which lie wisely ob
jected to, in cont1·ast with the adapted snatch 
fi'om hi• liivourite hymnologi:!t, JJ1·. Watts,
" 'Twa.s the ea.me love that spread the feast, 

'l'ha.t sweetly forced us, in; 
El•• we bad •till refused to taste, 

And perished in our ain." 
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C. W. Banks, the pastor, commented 
sweetly, and with great earnestness, upon the 
delivering band of God toward him, in 
bringing him from the horrible pit of sin to 
feast on the precious Saviour. And, conse
quently, he could heartily commend Jesus to 
all preseo t who desired to know and love 
Him, " whom to know is life eternal.'' He 
spoke of J acob's dream and bis stony pillar, 
which subject had crossed his mind during 
bis travels from Lincolnshire. He had been 
asked what he was doing at Speldlmrst road, 
and he could confidentially say that he had 
not got into debt. He had interest, gas, 
ground rent, and many other incidental ex
penses familiar to the militant Church, to 
meet at his own proper cost · moreover, 
without any pecuniary reward for his stated 
labours. And yet, with all this burden, he 
firmly and pleasingly assured the friends 
that, in confidence of faith in his heavenly 
Father, he could, Jacob-like, rest contented 
on the pillar of stone; while bis soul, as in a 
dream, held sweet intercourse with heaven. 
"There shall the good of ea.rth be found a.t last, 

Where dazzling streams a.nd vernal fields 
expa.nd; [pa.st-

Where love her crown attains - her tria.ls 
And, filled with rapture, hails the I better 

la.nd!' 11 

It is a pleasing fact to know from the 
pastor's lips that in the Church at Speldhurst 
road peace and love reign supremely among 
the deacons, members, and pastor. 

Mr. R. C. Bardens, of Hayes, followed 
Mr. Ba11ks in speaking of the rich feast of 
the Gospel. He also, in a very kind and 
tender manner peculiar to himsell, spoke of 
a practical method which had occurred to 
his mind of easing his beloved brother Banks 
of the ,£600 mortgage on the chapel, be.•ide 
the ann11al interest on that amo11nt. The 
speaker tho11ght that 120 persons might be 
found who wo11ld willingly give £5 each, 
or 240 at fifty shillings each, if the circum
stances of the case were really known. 
Mr, Bardens concluded his remarkll by 
wishing Mr. Banks and his friends present 
every needft1I blessing. He at the same 
time expressed his desire that the friends 
who possessed collecting cards (or Speldhurst 
road chapel would be kind eno11gh to send 
them in at their earliest convenience. 

At thisjuoct11re the time for breaking up 
the meeting had almost come. The chair
man, however, called upon Mr. R. G. 
Edwards to address the meeting, and Mr. 
Edwards, ill a warm and suitable manner, 
spoke well on the subject of fasts and feasts, 
much to the satisfaction of all present. He 
was followed in due course by Mr. Holland, 
who also gave goodly words, drawing his 
illustrations from nature to show forth the 
Divine work of grace upon the soul. 

After a few s11pplemeotary words from the 
chairman, and t11e bene<liction, the great 
Octobe1· meeting in Speldhul'St road chapel 
was brought to a close. Laua heo. 

Waltham Abbey. 

SPALDING.-Third anniversary of Mr. 
John Vincent's pastora-te at Love lane was 

celebrated on, Sunday and Monday, Oct. 3 
and 4, 1875. I. C. Johnson, Esq., J.P., of 
Gravesend, preached the sermons, which 
were appreciated by large and attentive 
audience•. We found Love lane chapel on 
the Monday richly and variedly filled with 
flowers, evergreens, and the choicest plants 
which that first-class flori,it, Mr. Wilkinson, 
could bring forth. It is singularly interest
ing to ~ee tile ingenuity and industry which 
the Love lane friend,i exercise in order to 
render their chapel cheerful, beautiful and 
pleasant to meet in. The setting-out of the 
tea was in no cold contractor's style; the 
arrangements were convenient; the pro
visions were all that the most delicate, or 
even the strongest, appetite could desire. 
The afternoon service was a sacred seasou. 
C. W. Banks read God's blessed promi•e to 
Jacob, and" Climbed the ladder Jacob saw." 
J. B. McCure instrumentally "comforted 
all the wa,te places," as far as he could,; but 
truly that desert that Love lane once was is 
now such a sweet little Eden that Mr. 
McCure could justly point to the cha:nge as 
illustrative of the Jaithfuloess of 011r heavenly 
Father in the fulfilment of His promise. 
From soon after six until nine the evening 
conference was continued. Mr. Vincent, the 
pastor, presided; he read some of the best 
hymns in existence; he gave account of the 
prosperity, the increase, and the loving unity 
existing in the ca11se. Mr. Fish, of .Hoston; 
poured forth such an intelligent, compre
hensive, and reverent stream of petitions as 
we have never listened to since poor Olleren
shaw dedicated the Approach road tabernacle: 
There is a power in prayer when prompted 
by the Spirit of adoption and borne on the 
wings of a loving and deeply-tried faith. We 
felt solemnly on holy grouud while brother 
Fish besieged the throne. I. C. J ohoson, 
Esq., searched tlle inner man to fiud out the 
spirit of Christ. C. W. Banks, J. B. 
McCure, Geo. Cole, and pastor Vincent gave 
words of fire. 

SOUTHAMPTON. 
I know yo11 feel interested iu the well

being of ou~ Salem. Your position reminds 
me of the anxiety the Apostle Paul folt in 
his day; the prosperity of the Churches lies 
near your heart. You are constantly visit
ing, and teaching, and confirming the saints 
iu the truths of the Lord in various parts of 
the country, scattering the seeds of comfort 
to many ol the weaklings of the flock. 
Y 011r friend Parnell is still in harness, 
vigorous in action, and ever ready to enter 
the enemy's camp. 

Ou Sunday evening, Sept. 26, he preached 
a sermon in opposition to a course ol lectures 
on iutidelity, to be ddivered during the fol
lowing week by a Mrs. H. Law, who, with 
othel'!I, is engaged to p1-opagate their poison 
in <lift~rent p11rts of the country. Our Salem 
was well tilled, and a masterly discourse was 
delivered, founded upon the first verse of the 
Bible. I tr11st some good may result from 
the step thus taken. ~veral uoted infidels 
were present, b11t no disturbance took place. 
Lord'•-day, Oct. 4, be preached the anuiver-
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sary sermons, and the following afternoon, 
pastor Cornwell, of Brixton Tabernacle, came 
clown in the fulne.oS of the Gospel and 
preached a most excellent sermon from" The 
whole dut~· of man." He a1;1peared quite at 
home in bis subject, and blS message was 
warmly re('eived. A desire was expressed 
by many that be may be spared to visit them 
again. 

A nice and abundant tea was provided by 
the ladies, of which about 120 partook. At 
the public meeting a pleasing company 
listened to addresses pastor Parnell pre
siding. An old piigrim, Mr. Wiltshire, 
opened the meeting with prayer. The chair
man introduced Mr. Gregg; Mr. Cornwell 
followed, and told out much instructive and 
comforting truth. Mr. Osborne, of Carlton 
Baptist chapel, spoke on the new birth; Mr. 
Hawkins spoke encouragingly on prayer. 
After singing 

"All hail the power of Jesus' name," &e., 

Mr. Barnett, minister of the Free Church, 
closed the interesting meeting with earnest 
prayer. 
. • Mr. Parnell bas much to encourage him. 
During the year, thirteen members have 
been added to the Church-three of whom 
be baptized. Two members have died during 
the same time, and one removed from the 
neighbourhood, leaving a clear increase of 
ten men:bers. VERMES. 

"CHRIST ALL AND IN ALL." 
BISHOPSGATE STREET. - Fourteeentb 

anniversary of the Strict Baptist Church, 
Artillery street, was held on Thursday, Sept. 
16. Mr. Crowther preached in the afternoon 
from Hebrews x. 20. It was a plain, com
prehensive, and thoughtful sermon, well 
worth appearing in the "Vessel." After 
tea a public meeting was held; Mr. Crowther 
presided, and irave an address on "Christ 
the Root and Offspring of David." Just 
previous to llis speecll Mr. Williamson very 
earnestly sougLt the Divine blessing. Mr. 
Anderson's subject was" Christ the Lion of 
the Tribe of Juda." Mr. Steed followed on 
"Christ the FaitLful Witness." Mr. P. W. 
Williamson devoted bis attention to " Christ 
the Covenant;" Mr. Dearsly, "Christ the 
Counsellor;" Mr. Langford, "Christ the 
Consolation ; " Mr. Bennett, " Christ the 
Gift of God." During the evening a col
lection was made, which realised £38 IOs. 
£56 was required ; by the close of the ser
vice tLe entire sum was obtained, and, with 
hearts full oi gratitude, the usual Doxology 
was sung. W. B. 

R O CH D AL E. - DEAR BROTHER 
BANKs,-The recent loss of my beloved 
wife (after but two days' illness), bas so 
unnerved me for the present, that I cannot 
leave home, or should have been glad to 
speak in London once more. I am thankiul 
to say, " As my days so is my strength." 
Yes, thanks to tl1e Holy Name ofour heavenly 
Father.-Yours affectionately, 

WILUAM STOKES. 
15, Sussex street, Rochdale. 

STEPNEY.-Baptistchapel White Horse 
street (late Cave Adullam ). Tuesday, Oct. 
5, our chapel was re-opened. C. Stovel 
preached at 3. After tea, the public meeting 
was under the presidency ofT. M. Whittaker, 
Esq.; Messrs. Stovel, Dearaly, Masterson, 
Mayhew, Gordelieri_Sbarpe, F. N. Char
rington, and J. H. Lund addre~sed the 
meeting. Our pastor, Mr. Reynolds, gave 
a brief statement ot our present position and 
prospects. At the end of March last the 
chapel was so dilapidated that it wos deter
mined to pull it down and re-build it, which 
bas been accordingly done, and does great 
credit to the builder, Mr. Wm. Stuttle, of 
8teµney. Mr. T. Stringer preached on the 
following Sunday at 3. Our services are 
Lord's-day, 11 and 6.30 ; Bible Clas.~, 3; 
Monday and Saturday prayer meeting, 7 .30; 
Wednesday preaching, 7.30; Friday Bible 
Class, 8.-THOlllAS CULYER, Hou. Sec., 
89, White Horse street, Stepney, E. 

BIRMINGHAM.-Lord's-day, Oct. 3, 
brother Howard commenced b1tstated labours 
in Gerrard street, Lozells. The Lord brought 
him into the sanctuary richly laden witll the 
good things of the kingdom. Some trembling 
souls were enabled to testify of the Lord's 
goodness and mercy. In morning be read 
and expounded Psalm xiii., and preached an 
excellent sermon from Psalm xliii. 3. Our 
brother made some strong points1 and gave 
us a trenchant handling of Gods Word, in 
defence of our principles and practices. In 
evening we bad a sermon frQm Lam. i. 12; 
the ordinance was administered; a number 
of united brethren sat down, and drank of 
the cup in remembrance of Him. On Wed
nesday, Oct. 6, we bad our first week evening 
service: these meetings continue to be held 
every Wednesday evening, at eight o'clock. 

J. w. 
D A L ST O N. - Harvest thanksgiving 

services were held Tuesday, Sept. 21, at 
Forest road Baptist chapel. A weighty dis
course was given by Mr. Hazelton. After 
tea the public meeting was held. Mr. 
Dearsly1 the pastor, presided. W. Bedrlow 
craved tne Divine blessing. The chairman 
gave opening address. Brethren Myerson, 
Evans, Osmond, F. Green, and Crowburst, 
delivered speeches chiefly on the natural and 
spiritual harvest. W. B. 

IPSWICH. - BROTHER BANKS, - As 
Fome have suspected me as the writer of the 
article wldcb appeared in Veaael, signed "A 
Suffolk Truth Seeker," I beg to say it was 
not my production; but I wish to state what 
appeared there was quite true; Mr. Samuels 
did preach at Bethesda, July 18, for benefit 
of Sabbath school. The chapel was crowded. 
It was remarked," It reminded us of good 
old times." It is also true we have seen 
many changes, and believen in Christ are 
afflicted in every way; neither know we what 
to do.-Yoursin the truth, 

JA.BEZ WRIGHT, 
11, Orwell terrace, Borough road, Ipswich. 
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CANTERBURY 
ii!, at lenst, one of the most compact 
and cleanest cities in England; but when 
the living, the enlightened, the decided 
and consistent Christian is located here, he 
nsketh " Where cnn I hope, with pure and 
holy plensure, to worship a triune God, in 
accortlance with the faith and ordinances of 
the New Testament?" Dr. Sp1ing, Dean 
Alford, and others, from the grand old 
Cathedral, are gone. Guildhall chapel has 
no longer its Uu1·tee; and even the onre 
commanding presence of Mr. Cresswell is 
declining. King street, with its long train 
of godly men, whom once we knew (the 
Cramp•, the Crambrooks, the Marshes, the 
Scotts, the Christians, the Flints, the Mat
thew•, the Howlands, and their brethren), 
are all extinct. Alas ! what a world of 
change and of death-yet of life and of 
bustle- is this planet where, for a few days, 
we are permitted to lodge! How I wonder 
if it is the same with the other planets. 

I well remember one Sunday evenini:-, 
after preaching in that fine old Baptist chapel 
at Wittingham, in Cambs., as I was walking 
to my lodgings-it being a clear moonlight 
night-I looked up into the heavens, and, 
seeing the hosts of brilliant stars, a silent 
voice inside my trembling soul did whisper, 
"In My Father's house are many mansions''! 
and the thought would persist in working in 
me-" Who can say these millions of dazzling 
lights are not amongst the glo1ious mansions 
God bath prepared as the brilliant cities in 
which those who know and fear His holy 
name shall behold the immensity of His 
glory? " Forgive the reference. 

" Where, in Canterbury, shall I find a 
Gospel feast, spread by the Lord Himself?" 
This proud city has many churches; com
Jlaratively- few chapels. Canterbury proper, 
and its surroundings, has from 20,UOO to 
30,000 souls. Not o,000 out of the 30,000 
could you find, at any one time, worshipping 
God in all the Nonconformist places put 
together. It is to be feared many thousands 
who live in and a1-ound this ecclesiastical seat 
of literature and of theological lore, have no 
loving tnith in Him who so certainly and 
solemnly said, " It ye believe not that I AM 
HE, ye shall die in your sins." 

Poor Canterbury ! thy position is, na
turally, delightful ! . Thy people, thy fine 
broad streets, thy handsome marts, and thy 
scenery-all are well to look upon; hut the 
Gospel ot' the Son of God, in the Spirit's 
power, has never been prominent in thee. 
God has a witness in the good soldier of the 
cross, brother Rowden, at Zoar, whom the 
Author of " My Lectures " would deseise. 
But neither the Pastors' College, the Con
gregationulists, the mild and moderate Bap
tists, nor any other section, can do much to 
recover this large city from its spiritual 
lethargy. What can such a minister ns the 
Guildh_u.11 pastor think-alter walking nud 
prea_chmg amongst its people full forty years 
-still to behold it as a pince almost goue 
over to Idolatry 1 A pious-looking and 
smooth-faced religion, without much ap
pearance of saving power! O, city of my 

sorrows ! o'er thee my heart doth sigh ! 
'fhou art a sample of the whole nation, 
which tempts a poor seeker to exclaim, 
"Having a name to live, yet dead!" 

Besides its first-class cathedral, Canter
bury aboundeth with churches. Therein 
the Holy Bible is read; prayer~ are also 
read; praises are offered: and how many 
names, and peoples, and sou ls there are 
thel'ein who do not worship either the beast, 
or his mark, or his image, is only known to 
Him whose eyes are as a flame of fire. The 
new Countess of Huntingdon's chapel is 
cheerful. Is a four-square Gospel there? 

MR. CORNWELL'S THIRD LETTER
W ATE H. BAPTIS~l. 

( Continued from p. 291.) 

As baptism in water was not the principal 
part ol Paul's work, neither is it the principal 
work of a Uospel minister now: but as it is 
written in Matt. xxviii. 19-" Go ye there
fore and'' Mathetaisate, make disciples, or 
Christians (as the margin reads), "of all 
natiuns, haptizing them." What them! 
Them who are made Christians by th~ 
preaching of the Gospel, God's truth and 
ISpirit,.first; and then follows the ordinance. 
1'he reception of God's truth makes way for 
baptism; the same as laying a foundation 
makes way tor the erection of the building; 
being " born again " is first and most im
portant in all the ordinances of God's house. 

In the paragraph ending page 4 and com
mencing page 5, the write!' supposes some 
one will a,,k for an explanation of baptism 
in the name of the "Trinity ; " he promises 
to give it, and begins with the following 
cloudy sentence :-" The N A:U E evidently 
means the relation of the CHARACTER of 
Father," &c. But he produces uo ev,dence 
of that assertion. The Father, :5on, and 
Spirit being named, is an evidence that 
there are 'l'hree Persons. N AllE, in the 
singular (not NAMEs),_.is.an l!"Jidence that 
those Three Persons are One. You have the 
same in Isaiah vi.--,'' Holy, Holy, Holy, is the 
Lord of hosts," not·J,ords (in plurw). This 
text implies the ;li.oijne~ '.df the Father, the 
holiness of the Sou; !lnd the holiness of the 
Spirit, yet one God-"And these Three are 
One" (1 John v. 7) .. 

But we are told _that the apostles never 
used the name of Father, Son, and Spirit, 
when they baptizeil,.; but if the name of 
either of' them were left out, it wonld be the 
sin of omission; and a sin against l)ne would 
be a sin against the whole Three, "for the 
Three are Oue." The Saviour's words are-
"Observe all thin"'• whatsoever I have 
commanded you." '\h1at authority there is 
for saying they did not observe the11:1, 1 don't 
know. I think I could mo1·e eaoily prove 
the apostles di<! use the words, " :Father, S_on, 
aud .Spirit,'' than our opponents to ba_ptlS~ 
could prove they diu uot; auy way, mme IS 
the most delightful wol'k, for the,·~ must be 
mm·e pleaoure in proving the obe<f 1e11ce _than 
there is in trying to prove the di,,obedumce 
of the apostles (Acts x.). Let the advocates 
for the end of water baptism examine this 
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chapter again; I can only glance at it now; I such a remarkable change is to transpire In 
-" VI' e are all here present before God, to , the resun-e,ction morn both to be changed 
hear all things that are commauded thee of : and we cannot defln~ the exact nature 0 ; 

God" (v. 33). "I-le commanded us to extent of that alteration the mortal to the 
preach unto the people" (v. 42). Mark, immortal; the earthly t~ the heavenly the 
not a word_about baptism yet. "~od poured vile to the glorious body; then there ~an
out the 1nft of the Ho!~· Ghost (v. 45). not be an absolute certaintv even of a 
They were now made _Christians by th_e "recognition of faces," when the family 
Go_s1:el, and ~od had baptlzed -~hem wnh ~1s !5Bthering ~hall be, and they see Him as He 
Spmt, nccordmg· to Matt. X>.,·m. 19. Ag-am, 1 1s and all hke Him. 
"Can any man forhid-waw:" (v. 47)? So i But the question before us is not the 
Peter·s ar~·umcnt for water hangs upon two , recognition of bodies for they are silent in 
thin!!'5, Christ's command and their receiving : the tomb. It m~st, thei·etore be the 
the Spirit, "And he commanded them to be recog·nitlon of souls. Now no ma~ has ever 
baptized in the name ol the Lord.'' "Ah," seen his own soul much'iess the soul of 
say our opponents, "he did not commaud another, being iu' utter ignorance of its 
them to be baptized in the name of the nature, size or shape. What we have never 
Father, Son, and Sp_irit;" but I _cannot see I seen on earth, how can we recognise in 
that Peter was gmlty of anythmg, except heaven, as having been once our acquaintance 
it be a crime to cnll Jesus Lord. l believe ' below. Nor have we revealed that on the 
any impartial reader, who reads the command entrauce ot the glorified ransomed soul that 
of our Sayiour, and theu reads what Peter the name would be announced "J~seph 
did, would not find fault. But what right Warren, of Jireh," as is the frequ~ntcustom 
have they to say Peter did not use tlie words with assemblies amongst ourselves. I also 
be was commanded to use at their baptism ? believe that John Andrew Jones was more 
Our opponents assert he did not, because rapturously employed with his redeeming 
they are not here recorded. Well, follow God, than ever to have a concern about the 
their argument. Peter did not say anything Jireh he had left, or a thonght of earthly 
only what is written between the 34th a~d ties, however dear they once were to him. 
44th verses. That sermon would take him Christ so fills the soul in His presence, there 
one minute to preach. But how do you ill no room for mundane affairs. The stars 
know be said no more? Because it is not are shining in their orbits all day long, but 
recorded. They to whom he preached were the blaze of the sun eclipses the whole from 
notbaptized. Howdoyouknow? Because ourview,and we are quite happy though 
it is not recorded. " They prayed him to we may never think of the stars at all. The 
tarry certain days," but he did not do it. perfection of ~lory lies in being "clothed 
How do you know? Because it is not with the Sun,' basking in His rays, absorbed 
recorded. Every one can see what the effect in Christ; so also an infinite perfection ot 
of such an argument would lead to. happiness is enjoyed above, while they gaze 

Brixton. C. CORNWELL. upon the Beloved of their souls, review His 
(To be continued.) wondrous charms, hear His lovely voice, 

THE GLORY OF THE GLORIFIED 
GOD-MAN IN HEAVEN. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS, - On the 
covers of the Earthen Vessel for October 
are exhibited the following lines: " Heaven." 
"Thinker" inquires, "Will John Andrew 
Jones ask Joseph Warren of the state of 
Jireh." No doubt, many such like flesh
pleasiug, fascinating pictures ru:e the st_o!k
in-trade of our fashionable pulpits, realising 
quick sales and considerable profits. But all 
pretty pictures are not _a)toget:1ier i:u th_ful, 
and will not bear critical mvestigation. 
There are spurious productions in abundance 
in the 19th century, but those drawn only 
by the " Eternal pencil," should be vended 
by those whose peculiar line of business is
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth. 

Our late beloved brethren, Joseph Warren 
and John Andrew Jones, may probably have 
known each other in the flesh, and were 
they now alive, might recognise each other 
in any part of the world, or in heaven. But 
their bodies are not on earth nor in heaven, 
but decomposing in their graves, waiting 
until the archangel's trump shall sound, 
then will they arise, as it is written," Who 
shall change our vile body, that it may b~ 
fashioned like unto His glorious body." As 

sing His lofty praises, and crown Him Lord 
of all, though th~ world and all its affairs 
may be totally eclipsed. In short, we do not 
find anything in the Scriptures about 
"recognition in heaven." Moses and Elias 
were on the mount, not in heaven; and that 
was not a recognition by the apostles, but a 
revelation to them. None can say to what 
extent things may be revealed by God, but 
this is plain, Joseph Warren does not know 
John Andrew Jones in heaven by recognition. 

R. G. EDWARDS. 

BROCKLEY, SUFFOLK. - Baptist 
chapel. In days that are past reports from 
this place have appeared in the Veaael. 
Several years, I think, have passed away 
since anything has been written to you for 
publicity from that place, consequently 
that part of the Church militant may in 
some measure be effaced from the memory 
of many of your numerous readers. It is not 
my intention to give its history, yet I feel a 
desire rise up in my soul to let it be known 
that the Lord has· still a people here. This 
little hill of Goepel Zion, like many others, 
bas had its scenes of sorrow; it has been 
brought very low, but the Lord has in 
mercy helped it, and now, under the super
intendence of our good brother Ambrouse, 
they that remain are in Christian unity, 
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and 08 the heart of one man. They have no 
stated minister, neither are they in a position 
to keep one yet. 'l'bey have the Goepel 
preached unto them, and it is a dear mercy 
they know and love the Gospel ; to them it 
le a joyful sound indeed. It has been my 
happiness to visit this little Bethel several 
times, end can testify to the truth of these 
things. I wish just to add here that Mr. 
Cooper ( a name for years well known here) 
and hie beloved spouse1 though not connected 
in Church membersnip, yet their hearts, 
hands, and hospitable home, are unreservedly 
open for their help and comfort. From them 
I received a kind invitation to attend their 
thanksgiving meeting, which took place on 
Tuesday last. Mr. Wren, of Sible Heding
ham, on that occasion preached two sermons, 
afternoon and evening, and very blessedly 
did the Holy Spirit enable this champion of 
the Cross to preach the Lord's Christ ; it was 
not with enticing words of men's wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power. 0 the blessedness of a faithful, pure, 
and unmixed Gospel ministry. We bless our 
God, nevertheless, of all the empty show He 
has still Hie faithful witnesses; He Himself 
has made them so; He keeps them so; the 
glorious mandate is ever sounding, Be faith
ful unto death. Where is the power that 
shall counteract His command or thwart 
Hie purposes? I have set watchmen upon 
thy wells, saith our reigning Lord, end let 
it be remembered He is of one mind end 
changeth not: He resteth in Hie love. Also, 
I will be with thee : I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee. The Lord lead you and 
me, my dear brother Banks, day by day, into 
a swe~t realisation of this, is the prayer of 
yours m our covenant Head, 

ROBERT PAGE, 
Cavendish, October 14, 1875. 

BpROUGH. - Trinity chapel. First 
anniversary of Mr. W. K. Squirrell's pas
torate was commemorated Tuesday, Sept. 
21. After tea the chair was occupied by 
brother Meeres. The brethren who spoke 
precious things were Hardens, C. W. Banks, 
Box, Gander, Alfrey, and Hell. Brother 
Woodard went up to the throne ; our pastor 
expressed his pleasure at the meeting, which 
he called specially, "my meeting." Prior 
to the_ collection., brot~er Hudson, referring 
to this first year's h1Story, said, souls had 
been fed, strengthened, and encouraged by 
the Word, and, although the pastor called 
it "hie meeting," he should call it "our 
meeting," for, like the man sick of the palsy, 
who was borne by four before the Master 
and " Jesus sew their faith," so brothe; 
Squirrell had been home by all the four 
dea~ons. before the Master, who could see 
their faith also ; nor had he their prayers 
only, but of the Church also; hence, he was 
not rowing in a separate boat, The attend
ance of friends from various Churches was 
good, and all seemed encouraged. The 
collection was .£3 10s,, and fully doubled 
afterwards by friends' kind contributions. 

T.J.H •. 

OUR CHURCHES IN "THE BLACK 
COUNTRY." 

EPISTLES TO APELLES,-No. 2. 
MY DEAR APELLEs,-Tbe late Joseph 

Irons, whose name is highly esteemed by 
many, wrote as follows :-

" An' old disciple' is a name 
Which all the saints revere; 

He bears the cross, and scorns the shame, 
And shall in heaven appear. 

An • old disciple• know• the wiles 
Ot Satan and tbe world : 

He has withstood their frowns, and smiles, 
And all the darts they've hurled." 

But to my promise:-
Birmingham is situate about the centre 

of England, one hundred and twelve miles 
north-west from London; the town is about 
two miles long and about the same in breadth. 
In 1871 it contained a population of 342,505. 
It is generally termed "'l'he Bee-hive ol the 
world," as manufactures of every con
ceivable kind are carried on here, employ
ment being thus afforded to vast numbers of 
men, women and children. It can boast of 
professors of religion of every form, as in 
Birmingham and suburbs are above sixty 
churches and chapels connected with the 
Established Church, a cathedral for Roman 
Catholics, an oratory for priests, and a 
convent for sisters, as they are termed. 
There are al&o places of worship for 
Wesleyans, Presbyterians, Independents> 
Plymouth Brethren, Mormons, Christa
delphians, Socinians, Swedenborgians, and 
Unitarians. In the midst of this motlev 
crew is found a few of that sect which is 
everywhere spoken against. 

Salem chapel, Frederick street, is a noble, 
substantial building, with a well-fitted 
interior, capable of accommodating a few 
hundreds. A raised platform is placed at the 
end, with an entrance door placed in a 
circular niche. The pulpit, properly speak
ing is of an altar shape, behind which is to 
be found, at the appointed times, the minister, 
Mr. James Dennett. He has ministered to 
this people for quite fifteen years, l!.Ild with 
some succeBS; he is suitable to many and 
held in high esteem by the Church and con
gregation; the word has been blessed to 
several by hie instrumentality. Others there 
are who would like to see more growth in 
grace. A person informed me, " I knew 
him when he first began to preach; he was 
a child then, and be is the same now." But 
is it not a mercy to be a child ? for, " if 
children, then heirs: heirs of God, and joint
heirs with Christ." Should we not also 
remember that a growth in grace is by the 
watering of the blessed Spirit, the dews of 
heaven, and the shining of the Sun of 
Righteousness; and as every good gift and as 
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, with w~om 
is no variableness, neither shadow of turnmg, 
all creature-boasting is excluded. 

You will find my dear Apelles, the more 
vou are led to ~ discoverv of the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin and the wretchednes.s of that 
sinful heart, which is so many, many times 
prone from thy Jesus to depart, you will the 
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more grow out of self and be rooted and 
grounded in the love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge, for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God. The 
people at Salem, I believe, confine themselves 
exclusively to what are termed Standard 
Preachers, but I can say, wit11 Peter," We 
believe through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved, even as they," and 
hereafter we shall realise that all are one in 
Christ, and that-

" Our Jesus holds the middle seat 
Of the celestial throne." 

Charlotte street, Parade, i.q a small cause, 
which has been in existence some years, and 
bas had several removals. I am led to conclude 
it flourished best at Constitution hill, under 
the ministry of Abraham Howard, formerly 
-0f \\ooburn green. Mr. Palmer was he1·e 
for some little time; then Mr. Hunt, who 
left for another part of the town. Latterly 
they have had supplies. Mr. Octavius Lloyd 
has been highly appreciated; and there are 
some among the Church and congregation 
who could have wished him to settle there. 
Mr. Robert Howard has preached there 
several times, and conducted a week-evening 
service tor some months, but he has thought 
he has been of more ,;ervice among the 
colliers, miners, and nail-makers in the 
Black Country. Mr. Shilton, au aged friend, 
still comes among them, and preaches the 
Word of Life. A tew Sabbaths there has been 
a Mr. Lodge, of Bilston, who is well received. 
A prayer meeting is held every Monday 
evening, and several brethren have for yeai-s 
poured out their hearts to the Lord, but yet 
there is no maniJest increase ; can you tell 
why? It does appear, "Except the Lord 
build the house, tbey labour in vain that 
build it; except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchmen waketh but in vain." Mr. 
Thomas Drew is an old and tried friend, 
and the main support of the cause. 

Some months since a school was opened 
in this thickly-populated district, and great 
good, I believe, has been done. If any of 
your well-to-do friends were to purcha,;e and 
send uack numbers of Earthen Vessel, 
Cheering Words, and other truthful pub
lications, to circulate among the poor in this 
district, it would be a great boon; and who 
can tell but that it might bring allout a 
lasting blessing to some immortal soul ? 

Gerrard street, Wheeler srreet, Lozells. 
The people formerly worshipping at the 
Tabernacle, Porchester street, have removed 
here. They have had Mr. Bradbury, of 
Darlaston, Mr. Turner, of Netherton, and 
Mr. Ritson, of Hilston, preaching the 
glorious Gospel of tile grace of God. The 
congregations have lleen encouraging, and 
the weekly collections good. 

It is l'Umourell that Mi·. Howard is likely 
to settle with them, but wllat the re•ult will 
be it is impossible to say; the Lol'd appears 
to have united their hearts to l,im, and he 
see1DS constrained, as far as power and ability 
are given from allove, to unfold the mysteries 
of tJJe everla.stiug kingdom, and to preach 
the unsearchable riches ol a precious Cbl"ist. 

The Chureh have given him an invitation 
for three months, and theil' eyes and hearts 
are up to the Lord that He would endue 
him with unction and power lrom on high. 

Tabernacle, Parade, is an I mlependen t 
chapel, where the late Ml'. James Jay, of 
Grove chapel, Camherwell, blew the Gospel 
trumpet tot' many iears. The pt'esent 
minister is Mr. Wakefield, a sound, stel'liug 
man of truth and a thorough student of the 
Word, one who confirms all statements nnd 
assertions with chapter and verse, and is one 
of the fathers in Israel. I have not said all 
I could wisb, but have done what I could, 
and you must bear in mind I am only 

AN OLD DISCIPLE. 

w ATFORD. - MR. HENRY WISE -
On our return from Norfolk, October 14, 
we found the following note:-" Dear Mr. 
Banks, - Have your heard that my dear 
father, Mr. Henry Wise, was taken suddenly 
ill last. Lord's-day evening, in Carmel pulpit, 
Pimlico, where he was pastor for twelve 
years ? He has lost the use of left side. 
My dear father says he should very much 
like to see you. If it is not convenient for 
you to come, will you state in your next 
month's Vessel that he will not be able to 
fulfil his engagements for the remainder of 
this year? My dear father's mind is in a 
very happy state. I have noticed he has 
enjoyed more lately than usual. There has 
been a good portion allotted to him on the 
mount, while some are much in the valley. 
Hut He who rules all things knows what is 
best for each. Father and mother join with 
me in Christian love to you and yours. 

HANNAH WISE. 
31, King street, Watford. 
[I went down to Watford, Saturday, Oct. 

16, and saw the dear man of God, laying like 
a disabled warrior, in perfect peace, waiting 
any word of command his Lord might send. 
-C. W. B.] 

OUR CHURCHES IN THE EAST OF 
ENGLAND. 

Lowestoft station, Thursday morning, 
October 14, 1875. Under a down-pour of' 
water, I have walked from father Matthew 
Dent's to the Export for Norwich ; from 
thence, if our heavenly Father will, to Lon
don, to carry to our people. any word the 
Lord may give me. In Norwich, in Yar
mouth, and in Loweston, I have been speak
ing, and, in measure, the same state of tbings 
appear to exist. The mixed-communion, tbe 
uni versa! offers of Christ, the public announce
ments that all mav have Christ and salvation 
then and there, if they will ; this false and 
delusive system of so-called religious wor
ship and Gospel ('/) preaching is the 
fashionable, the popular, the prevailing 
power. " If it were possible," they would 
deceive the regenerated and ruJeemed of 
Christ. But," no lie is of the truth," and 
those who know the truth, and who, by it, 
are made free, these can do nothing ngamst 
the truth; they must do all they can for 
God's etemal truth. I can confidently 
assure these yea and nay preache1·s, that 
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there are intelligent, quiet, and highly
lnvouted believers in this country, who look 
with deep sorrow upon that well-paid 
deluelon, now so universally popular. Hope 
lives in my soul this morning that the Lord 
has yet a little remnant of l:"~rk fQr 11).e, 
which may (1) bring· up the jtihilee''dfl<'niy 
call and conversion to God's beloved Son. 
Facts are stubborn things. The results ef 
our Lowestoft text and sermon may not yet 
he seen; hut from the secret !endings, 
teachings, and comforts of my soul in the 
service last evening, and all the previous 

, tendencies of reflection, all fix themselves as 
hopeful of God's hand being in the matter. 

Tonning street chapel, near the Railway 
station, in Lowestoft, is a large, well
arranged establishment for Gospel work. 
Some of its previous ministers were far from 
being men of angelic purity ; they have 
passed away. Where can we find " a man 
in whom the Spirit of God is? " 

BAPTIZING IN RIVER AVON. 
PEWSEY, WILTS,-Old Particular Bap

tist chapel.-Mr. Editor,-On Lord's-day, 
October 3, Mr. Pocock, the minister, bap
tized six candidates : four males and two 
females, in river Avon. Hundreds of people 
beheld the ceremony. The minister gave a 
sound sermon from the words, "Judgment 
shall return to righteousness." The six 
candidates, with other members, sat down to 
a bountiful dinner, provided by Mr. and 
Mrs. Pocock, at Buckleaze Farm house. 
In afternoon they met at the chapel ; an 
address was delivered to the candidates; they 
were taken into the Church; the ordinance 
of the Lord's supper was administered ; tea 
given gratis to the members. In evening a 
Gospel sermon was preached by Mr. Pocock. 
It was a day much to be remembered; the 
people had joy and happpiness. Union, 
peace, and love rule among them, while 
they are walking in the fear and grace of 
Christ. The spirit of popish tyranny was 
amongst them, and was bearing its fruit of 
worm wood and gall; that is purged out ; now 
it is a pfeasure to be among them ; the Word 
of the Lord runs, and is glorified ; the 
minister is at liberty in the pulpit; the 
people receiving the Word, their souls are 
blessed ; the chapel is well attended, and 
others are waiting the word ot command. 
AN EYE WITNESS OF THB ABOVB FACTS, 

BRIGHTON.-Bond street. The anni
versary of the Sunday school was held on 
Lord's-day, October 17. The pastor, Mr. 
Glaskin, preached in the morning. Mr. G. 
T. Congreve, of London, held a service for 
the children in tile afternoon, in which 
several school1 of the town united; also 
delivered a sermon to young men and 
women in the evening. In the afternoon 
the spacious chapel and galleries were 
crowded. Not less than a thousand scholars, 
teachers and friends were present. In the 
evening the chapel was well filled with a 
most attentive audience, many •!rangers 
being present. The collections were larger 
than before known. · 

SUFFOLK HARVEST THANKSGIV
ING, GLEMSFORD. 

DHAR c. w. BANKB,-By the hleo-,ing 
of our God, the harvest of the earth is once 
more gathered in; the Lord's great harvest 
of His Church will also be g-athered unto 

, Himself. He ha., said they •hall be gathered 
one by one ; gathered by the power of Hi.'! 
grace into His Church upon earth; finally, 
into glory; no night can ever be there; then 
you and I will stand a.q we stand in Christ 
(Col. ii. lO; Rom. iv. 2.5); then shall we shout 
the harvest home! What a rich hlessing to 
be found in Christ, who wai delivered for 
our offences, and raised again for our j ustifi
cation. September 20, we had thanksg-iving 
meeting in old Baptist chapel. The blessed 
Lord brought His faithful servant•, Mr. W. 
Crowther and Mr. W. Beach, into our midst. 
Mr. Crowther preached in afternoon; we 
felt it to be the word of life. A good tea 
was provided for 130 persons. In· evenina
a happy meeting was enjoyed. W, Beach 
in the chair. R. Page g-ave the hymn; 
Bro. Theobald prayed; Bro. Bea~h, in his 
Gospel-like spirit, gave suitable address 
upon goodness of a faithful God, who i,an 
never fail in any of His promises.- Bro. 
Bowtell was led by the Spirit of God to tell 
us of the goodness of our God as made 
precious to his soul. Our choir, conducted 
by our worthy brother J. W. Bigg, cheered 
us with suitable pieces. Our aged and 
honoured brother Powell, of Heywood, spoke 
of the Lord's mercy to him for over forty 
years. Brother Crowther made seasonable 
remarks upon the majesty and goodness of 
God in the tlisplav of His bow in the cloud 
which declare to His people He will no moJ 
destroy the earth with water. Our minister, 
Mr. A. Baker, made useful remarks con--· 
firming the truth proclaimed by brother 
Crowther: the Gospel of Christ gives a 
certain and joyful sound ; yet it was not a 
new sound hut the good old sound that the 
Church in this place was born ot the Spirit 
in the faith of God's elect; in the same way 
still live and give glory to God, for He is 
worthy. Brother Beach closed the happy 
meeting with an encouraging address. 

A CHEERING WOUD FRO~I CAM
DEN TOWN. -The friends meeting at 
Milton hall have abundant reason to say, 
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not' 
all His benefits." The way in whreh the 
Lord is, from time to time, manifesting His 
divine presence and approbation there is 
truly blessed, both in gathering in His 
blood-bought ones, and building up those 
already called. Their esteemed pastor, Mr. 
D. Gander, is increasingly led into the 
mysteries ot the Gospel, aod richly endued 
with power from on high: On Lord's-day, 
October 17, after a faithful sermon from 
Exodus xii. 26, seven believers were baptized 
by the pastor, in the name of the Holy 
Trinity. After singing and the benediction, 
this solemn service was brought to a close. 
The hall was full ; not less than 400 persons 
present. 
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A "LONDON SPARROW" 
FLYIJ!G THROUGH 

OURLONDONCHURCHE& 
Earl Sfreet, London Road, Blackfriars. · 

First annive1'Sary of Mr. T. Stringer's 
pastorate was Tuesday, September 21. W. 
Crowther, Esq., preat"hed in afternoon, and 
presided at. evening meeting. He was sup
ported by brethren C. W. 13anks, Baldwin, 
Bennett, Lawrent"e, Myerson, C. Spencer, 
E~q., and G. Webb. Brother Baldwin 
sought for the Divine blessing. 

The chairman said they had a large subject 
to deal with, "The Unsearchable Riches of 
Christ." As he had spoken in afternoon, he 
would not make any remarks beyond those 
appertaining to his duties as chairman; so 
would at once introduce brother Banks (who 
generally had two days' work to do in one, 
and had· promised to attend another meeting 
the same evening). 

C. W. Banks congratulated the pastor on 
the event of his first anniversary. In the 
course of his opening remarks he took occa
sion to refer to brother Stringer, from his age 
and standing in the ministry, as the only 
remaining link which bound them to the 
past ireneration of veteran preachers. This 
was taken exception to by some of the suc
ceedinir speakers, who evidently misunder
stood his meaning; but those present who 
knew well C. W. B.'s style of expression, 
plainly understood that it was n_ot h).s inten
tion to undervalue, or speak shghtmgly of, 
the present band of faithful men whom the 
Lm·d has made under-shepherds, much less 
any ot the brethren who were present that 
evening. [_Exactly what was said may some 
dav appear.] 

Charles Spencer, Esq., on the Christian's 
dependence, spiritually and providentially, 
on the fulness of Christ, was gladly heard. 

Brother Lawrence traced out the fulness 
which Christ displayed as the glorious End, 
Substance, and Fu! filler of all the types, 
ceremonies, and prophecies of the old dis
pensation. He said Melchizedec, as king 
and priest of the ~ost Hi~h, typifie~ C~rist's 
divinity and etermty; neither begmmng of 
days nor end ot life. Aaron, type of Christ, 
as ordained priest. The golden bells and 
pomegranates round the hem of priest's robe 
typifying the richness of supply and sweetness 

• in Christ: the number of bells and pome
granates not specified ; a complete circle;_ BO 
beginning, no end. The 1ulness o_f _healmg 
power in Christ as the Good Phys1C1an w_as 
illustrated. Spiritually, what cures Chnst 
effects ! There was a time when the speaker 
would have preferred being at the" theatre" 
than at the present meeting. No doubt 
many now present could testify to the power 
of Christ in changing the whole current of 
their pleasures and pur•uits. Brother Law
rence was full of good matter. 

Brother Bennett addressed the meeting in 
a speech of great earnestness and power. 
When he got at his subject, he carried us 
away into the glories of_ Christ. Some who 
complain of lack of bram-power among the 
Strict Baptist ministers (query, do they often 

hear any other preache1· thnn themselves?) 
might, with advantage, hnve snt at their feet 
and learnt what kind of speaking gets to 
the heart of the hearers. Now, ns of old 
men who are called to the ministry speak ru: 
they are moved by the Spirit to the heart& of 
the living family. Brain-power and elo
quence may instruct the mind, captivate the 
imagination{ please the :flesh, and starve the 
so!!!. Pan gladly leaves al! his worldly 
W1Sdom at the feet of Gnmahel ; and in
structed by Ananias, and filled with' the 
Spirit, preaches Christ wit.h plainness of 
speech-no enticing words of man's wisdom, 

Brother Geo. Webb would yield to no man 
in :ereaching a full Christ : they might do it 
a httle better, but they had not a better 
Christ to preach ; and when the Lord was 
pleased to warm his heart with a revelation 
ot Him in His fulness, he could preach as 
well as any of them. 

Brother Webb was followed by brother 
Myel"SOn, who, in his own fervid manner 
stirred up the people. ' 

Acknowledgments of the kindness of friends 
in helping to supply the tea; to the chairman 
for presiding ; aud to all present who had 
assisted by. their presence and support, by 
brother Stringer; and a few words of prayer 
from the Chairman, closed this pleasurable 
meeting, which was a profitable one unto 

A LONDON SPARROW. 

OPENING OF LOWER NORWOOD 
CHAPEL.-Mr. Crowther preached the 
first sermon. I remember we were in 
Rochdale together, when Mr. C. said to me, 
referring to my engagement to preach in 
the Hall at Manchester, " I suppose you will 
be up to your elbows in Arminianism there!" 
"No," said I; "nothing but tr~th there." 
I thought to myself, Let a mail serve a 
fourteen years' apprenticeship to the Old 
Covenant; let him sinit psalms, hear sermons, 
say prayers, sleep in a blind garret at 
night, and be thrashed well in the day ; 
let him pass through the discipline, with 
fears within and foes without, getting 
none the better, but worse and worse; 
and if such a poor fellow can be an Arminian 
after Jesus has been revealed in his soul, 
then I have made a great mistake. Never
theless, there is a state of soul wherein it is 
dead to the law; no hope in self; and yet 
afraid of election and predestination. Paul 
implies we must be moulded, or delivered 
into every doctrine. I do not think any 
knowledge of Gospel things is of any saving 
benefit, unless the Holy Ghost, I,y a Divine 
power, leads us into the experimental know
ledge of that doctrine. By nature I am 
Arminian enough; but, as led by the Spirit 
into Gospel truth, no one, as a preacher, can 
charge me with free-will. 

EAST ROAD, CITY ROAD.-Monthly 
prayer meeting, at Mr. James'•, was Oct. 8. 
W. E. Palmer gave addres~ upon the Home 
of Many Mansions. R. G. Edwards,J. Ray
ment, Debnam, and others, pleaded on behillf 
of the Church of Christ. Next meeting, 43, 
Singleton street, Friday, Nov. 12, at eight, 
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KEDDINGTON, SUFFOLK.-Wednes
day, Sept. 22, we held thanksgiving services, 
to express gratitude to the God of all our 
mercies, not only for the glorious harvest He 
hns given us, but for what we have, as a 
Church nod people, realised from Him, in 
enabling ns to enlarge our place of worship, 
and paying all just demands. We are out 
of debt to man, but are debtors to Him. 
As brother R. Powell, of Heywood, was 
staying with us, he was invited; brother A. 
Baker also. The children of the Sunday 
school met at two ; a good number of friends 
met us at five: 143 took tea. Our senior 
deacon then gave out, 

" 0ome let us Join our cheerful songs," 

and sought the Lord's blessing. Brother 
Powell gave a touching account of the rise, 
trials, and progress of the Church from the 
first. Brother Baker had a trinity of texts 
brought to his mind,-" Say ye to the 
righteous, it shall be well with him ; " 
"The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth 
them ; " " The eyes of the Lord a1·e over 
them.'• He gave words of truth, comfort, 
and encou1·agement. The chairman shewed 
how " Christ had the pre-eminence in all 
things." A large, happy, and profitable 
meetiug was then brought to a close. We 
wish to thank our friends, far and near, for 
their kindness and support, who ( with our 
esteemed brother, W. Beach, Esq., who gave 
us .£55) have helped us to raise, in a small 
country village, ,£176, which is now devoted 
to the teaching of the young, and for the 
promulgation of that truth which is the 
manifold wisdom of God in a mystery-the 
price of blood-and proclaimed in the heart 
by the irresistible teaching of God the Holy 
Ghost. May it still go on, "win and 
conquer/' till Rome, with all her progeny, 
is banisned, and the redeemed of the Lord 
shall shine in the firmament of God's love for 
ever. So prays J. D. Bo WT ELL. 

ESSEX.-Salem Baptist chapel, Cogges
hall. On visiting this struggling cause, I was 
glad to find friends making everv effort to 
raise the ,£200 for which they niade appP.al 
in September "Vessel." Trust those to 
whom the Lord bath given the means will 
yet come forth to the help of. this cause ; 
seeing the Church there are doing all in 
their power to get off this burden. 

J. RAYMENT. 

NOTTING H ILL.-Sermons by T. 
Stringer, R. G. Edwards, and J. Hazelton, 
were given in Silver street, OctoLer 17th and 
19th. Thomas Pickworth, Esq., presided 
over public meeting. The brethren who are, 
instrumentally, the pillars of support here, 
have to raise about ,£200 per annum in order 
to clear the chapel debt and to carry on the 
worship of God. The pastor, R. G. Edwards, 
assured us that faith 10 the Lord, and peace 
and love one with another abounded; but 
they require help. T. Stringer, R. Minton, 
C. W. Banks, R. C. Bardens, W. Sack, 
Beazley, nod others helped to encourage the 
friends; 

HACKNEY. - Shalom chapel. First 
anniversary of our tract society was held 
recently. The chair was taken by Mr. 
Mobbs, deacon ; the report was read by Mr. 
Isaac Levinsohn, secretary; and addresses 
were delivered by brethren Mobbs, A. Hall, 
Hughs, and Dyer. This tract society was 
started by Isaac Levinsohn, to carry good 
tidings of salvation from house to house, in 
the neighbourhood of Hackney road. The 
Lord has assisted us to carry on this work in 
His strength. The people that receive the 
tracts are pleased. We have a prayer meet
ing every week on behalf of the tract society. 
Beseech the Lord to bless the efforts put forth 
for the sake of souls, and the glory of His 
Holy Name. ISAAC LEVINSOHN. 
[This is a hopeful auxiliary for " Shalom "]. 

ISLINGTON .-Providence chapel. The 
half-yearly meetings of the Metropolitan 
Strict Baptist Association were held Oct. 12. 
.Many ministers and gentlemen met for the 
business at eleven. About eighty sat down 
to dinner, which was exceedingly well served. 
Kindly speeches were made. Afternoon 
meeting commenced by singing and prayer. 
Mr. Styles tead a paper on "Precious 
Faith," which was one of deep thought and 
just ability-brethren Hall and Dearsly 
wished it printed. Brethren Woodard, 
Atkinson, and Anderson spoke on the subject. 
A large company took tea. Mr. Master
son expressed his sympathy with the Asso
ciation; also Mr. Atkinson and Mr. 
Brittain. We believe the success attending 
the Association is, maiuly ( under God's 
blessing), the confidence that is placed in 
the undeviating stand for God and truth that 
s made by the esteemed president, .Mr. 
Hazelton, and hard-working secretary, Mr. 
Styles. In evening Mr. Atkinson and Mr. 
Meeres prayed ; Mr. Anderson preached 
the sermon; Mr. Hazelton occupied his 
proper position as chairman. It was a good 
iday : to God be all praise. 

SPA L D I N G. - Those exceedingly
afflicted saints, Mr. and Mrs. Clark, have 
·both been taken out of the furnace here 
into ( we hope) the freedom of eternal life in 
heaven. Their trials were such as not many 
of the living in Jerusalem are carried 
through. When we saw them, the scenes 
were more than we well knew how to bear. 
All is over. 

MANCHESTER.-The Church in Higher 
Temple street, Ardwicke, which has been 
under the pastoral care ol Mr. S. A. Smith 
nearly twenty years, has this summer been 
cheered by additions. Mr. Smith has twice 
baptized, and blessings have been realised. 
A steady and peaceful course of devoted ser
vice to the Lord has been carried out by our 
pastor for a long period, while in bis impor
tant duties in the commercial world he is 
honourably sustained. May he long live to 
reap a precious harvest from the good seed 
the Lord has enabled him to scatter with 
fidelity and affection. 
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EDEN CHAPEL, CAMBRIDGE. -
The first anni\'ersary was held Tuesday, 
October 19. This being full term in con
nection with the Unh·ersities, many of the 
friends, in some "·ay or other connected 
with tl1e <.'olleges, were unable to be present. 
Our brother Anderson fa\'oured l\"ith a good 
degree of utterance in the afternoon, and 
there did appear to be a precious unction 
attemting the Word, l\0hile speaking to us 
something of the wonders ot J eho\'ah's 
gra<.'e, and the manifestation of that grace 
liy the glorious Gospel. His text was, " To 
testifr the Gospel ot the grace ot God." A 
public tea, whi<.'h was the 11,"ift of the ladies, 
followed. In the evening our brother 
Crowther preached trom the words, "That 
He mi1rht present it to Himself a _glorious 
Church. not ha,·ing spot or wrmkle or 
anv such thing," &c. In glowing terms 
the preacher set forth the etemal affection, 
oneness and union between Christ and His 
Church'. The sermon, which was rich in 
orig"innlity of idea and depth of thou~·ht, 
was listened tn throughout in breathless 
silence, and felt to be a ble<sing to many. 

ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

GREAT YARMUU'l'H, NORFOLK.
Manv persons enquire, Where is the Strict 
Bapt.ist chapel in this town ? Almost all 
\'isitors know the Sailors' Home; On the 
dri\'e bv the side is a road called York road, 
and a s0hort distan<.'e down, on the right, is a 
noble ecclesiastical-looking buildiug, with a 
front' of stone and flints, and turret at top. 
Here the truth is proclaimed every Lord's
day anri Wednesday evening, by Mr. Rey
nolds, pastor. On Lord's-llay, Auirust _15, 
Mr. Braud, of Bungay, preached, mornmg 
and e,·ening, two sermons tull of sound 
Gospel trutll. Mr. Howard, of B_irmingbam, 
spake in the afternoon. Ou Mouaay, August 
HJ Mr. Bland of Beccles, ga,·e an excellent 
Ie~ture upon •1 His Recent Visit to Rome," 
and whid, is certainly another blow to super
stition and Anticllrist. Alter a good tea, a 
public meeting was held, unner the _pre
sidency oi our esteemed and valued friend, 
W. Beach Esc;i., of Chelmsford. He said, 
chapel and ground,'wuich is freehold, cost 
about £850. Tbere still remains to be paid 
about £323; but if the frie~ds1 within two 
years, raised the amount w1thm £100, he 
would give that amount to clear the debt. 
Mr. Brand, of Bungay; Mr. Tooke, of 
Norwich; Mr. Knights of Lowestoft; Mr. 
Green, late of Hoxtun; and Mr. Howard, 
of Birmingham, spa_ke mucb of the goodness, 
mercy and peace of God ; and I for one am 
very glad to say I was 

UNE WHO WAS THERE. 

SYDENHAM, OXON. -Our venerable 
pastor, Mr. Allnutt_, bas a~ain been called 
to endure painful trials. His daughter, for 
some years a member of the Churt'b in John
son street Notting bill, was recn,1ly married 
to Mr. w'hitney. A serious affliction, a con
finement the death of the child, aud then of 
the moth~r quickly followed. How brief are 
the prospects and pleasures of this frail lite ! 

RUSHDEN.-At "Succoth" we heard 
brother Thomas Stringer p1-eaching the some 
old Go~pel as her father, Jos. Irons, preached 
for so many years. We "D1•awbridgeites," 
as some call us, get on profitably umler Thos. 
Stringer, and some otl1ers like unto him; 
but, as a Church, we have been through 
waters deep, dark, nnd desolate, Some think 
we were brought up under a one-•idcd min
istry; hence, we have chastisement and 
sorrow. It may be so, but some miuisters 
have dreadfully " added affliction unto our 
bonds." We wish you would in London keep 
many who are seul out as supplies. More 
next time. One of the "ISIXEB AND 
SEVENS." 

GONE TO BE WITH JESUS. 
.A loving Son.'s Soliloquy ove,· the G1'llve of Ilia MolMJ'. 

Ll!iE:S ON THE D~ATH OF MRS. P. ELSEY, 

or Weybread, who entered Into rest August 
28th, 1875. Aged 59 years. 

Our dear mother has gone to b_e with J.esus ; 
From sorrow and pain she~s eterµ~lly. tree; 
Clothed In Immortality, she singeth [Lamb. 
With the ransomed In heaven the song of the 
The tenement of clay lay cold In death ; 
Those lips, that once were warm with kisses true, 
Are pale and cold, and ne'er WIil kl•• again. 
'!'hat fond heart, that's loved us like a mother, 
Beats no more a mother's loving care. . 
W c weep to know, tho::1e mortar arm.s anrl knees, 
That bore our little Infant frames, and pressed 
Them to her bosom lovingly, with love, · 
Lie still and lifeless now In death's embrace. 
Those eyes, that shone so bright with sympathy, 
Tbat watched our ev'ry step In chllJhood'• day, 
Are closed In sleep-no mQre to gaze on us. [•ay, 
That darling tongue, that taught us hymns to 
Wilen kneeling by her side, In youthfnl hours, 
And gave us true advice when further years 
Had crowned our beads ; that tongue that 

•poke to God 
In earnest accents of Jove, that pleaded 
Oft with Chri•t, her loving bean's request, that 
He would bless and save Iler darling children, 
Will speak no more with us. 
We cannot yet, sweet mother, think 'tts true. 
'1.'hou canst not ~peak to us again (For yes 
Thou wilt), the savour of tby love and prayers 
Rewaln with ui;, and still are sweet. 
Near sixty years you fought the fight In this 
Uark world of changes,strife and care; but now 
All's exchanged, andheaveu'smanslous are thy 

home. 
There thou wearest a rich crown of glory ; 
Au gels and saints are now thy company. 
Glorious bowe, celestial state of blhs:-1 ; 
We would not wish thee back to earth .again. 
We rather seek to follow thee, and rise, [home. 
With ouLstretcbed arml'I, to meet thee in that 
Tue chair I• vaoant-tbe circle Is broken ; 
We bear not thy sweet voice blending with ours. 
But yet, we think we bear thee Hing more sweet 
To barps of gold, with Jesus and HI• loved. 
'l'llou·rt gazing on His face. We wait In hope, 
And •eek tbaL grace, that bore thee oouqueror 

through, 
To comlort father and the mourning ones. 
Farewell, fond motht'r, for awhile, we all 
Shall follow thee; and then, with rapt ured soule, 
Ou that blest morn, we all shall join out· hand8 
And llearti;, and sing, and nevtr put again. 

S<•pt., 1876. JONATHAl'I I!:. 1':LSlilY, 

!J.eatg. 
DIED, In her chair, on August 23, Eliza, the 

beloved wife or Jonathan May, late of Llnd
J,icJd, Su,sex, aged 60. 



~ aptist ltinisters ! ~ill It !ltalt lgia ? 
No. I. 

MR. EDI'fOR,-Having been laid aside some days with rheumatic 
fever, it has given time for a little reflection. Feeling better, 

and able to use my pen again, it occurred to me-" Why not send a 
few lines to brother Banks for the December number of the 'VESSEL?' " 
I hope they may be helpful to some who are anxiously enquiring " How 
IS IT?" 

I have been greatly pained at reading and hearing the terrible wail 
that comes from one end of the land to the other through the lack of 
Divine influence upon the ministry and teachings of our own particular 
denomination. It is my privilege to read other periodicals than those 
circulated by the Strict Baptists, and I fail to find in them that heavy 
wail through non-success. The question has occurred to me, " Is there 
not a cause?" We that have such glorious principles and doctrines, 
such immutable promises to govern, stimulate, and influence us-why 
should we be left out in the cold? Jesus is gathering in His elect; 
pushing His triumphs on; causing His glorious Gospel to wing its way; 
making the hearts of His children to leap for joy in chorus with the 
whole hierarchy of angels over repenting, returning prodigals; but 
not through our own dear section of the one Church. How is this very 
humiliating and sad result brought about? Echo answers, " How?" 
Of course there are some happy exceptions-a green spot here and there ; 
but the serious wail is all but universal. 

I trust in penning a thought or two I may not be misunderstood or 
misconstrued, or as wishing to be thought capable of teaching others 
who, from their position, are better able to teach me; but, at the risk 
of all this, I venture to express my belief that the cause why Jesus 
refuses to use us as instruments, in any marked degree, for the accom
plishment of the great purpose of the Gospel-i.e., the ingathering of 
His redeemed-lies here:-He gave a commission as clear, as outspoken, 
and as pointed as can be-" Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; BUT he that believeth not shall be damned." Now I hold it 
that every one who says, either by word or deed, that he has a dispen
sation committed unto him, is bound by this commission, literally 
bound to it: it is at his peril to be found departing from the sacre~_ 
injunction. I most solemnly fear, as a body, we have departed from i 

Christ's commission-are found preaching and teaching other than this 
blessed and Divine commission commands. Hence, our precious Jesus 
turns from us, and employs others (who adhere close to His commission) 
for the ingathering of the purchase of His precious blood. I ask, 
"WHAT IS THE GO~PEL?" Shortly answered, it is "God's re_medy 
for man's malady." Onr precious CHRIST having lived such a life as 
He did, and suffered such a death; after the travail was all over; the 
tragic scene of suffering ended; having accomplished a1;1d completed the 
great covenant engagements, the stupendousness of which darkened the 

VoL. XXXI. DEOEMBER, 1875.] A A 
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very heavens and disturbed the silent mansions of the dead; He having 
defeated and scattered the hosts of hell, we hear Him exclaiming, in 
holy and blesse~ triumph, "IT IS FINISHED!" And now, He says, 
" Go and proclann everywhere' God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him ehonld not perish, 
but have everlasting life.' Preach My accomplished remedy for man's 
malady incessantly, unvaryingly, untiringly, unswervingly; and mark 
this! -, Lo! I am with thee, and will see that the purpose of the immense 
tra,ail and suffering of My soul is accomplished.'" We, as a body, 
appear to have become more concerned to defend our doctrinal views of 
truth than we are to carry out this high behest of Christ; hence, the 
failure; hence, the wail; hence, the using of other instruments for 
winning souls. The Gospel, from one end to the other, is an unvarying 
exhibition of Jehovah's remedy for every condition of fallen humanity 
( see Cruden on the term " Gospel "). Christ gives us, in the injunction, 
this idea-Life is the first and great necessity. What should we think 
if we went into a nursery and saw there the nurse, with a child on her 
lap, a basin of food at her side, and were to hear her describing to the 
child what the food was made of, spending her energies in eloquent and 
rounded periods? Should we not say, "You senseless thing, pray teed 
the child! Time and place will come when all you are doing now, so 
utterly inconsistent, will be quite appropriate"? 

If the above remarks are at all helpful in bringing about a more 
prosperous state of things in our own beloved denomination, our end 
will be gained. That they may be so is the prayerful desire of your 
fellow-labourer in the Gospel, T. BOXELL. 

Brighton, Oct. 30, 1875. 

* • * This is a bold challenge! Let us not be angry. If we are 
guilty; if God, by this Nathan, says to any of us," Thou art the man!" 
Then let ns cry unto our Lord, for grace to confess, and to forsake our 
sin. Brethren! friend Boxell is well known as a man of God; a helper 
in the Church-one with us in the truth. He comes out of the furnace 
of affliction deeply sanctified; and he charges us with unfaithfulness in 
fulfilling the commission we have professed to receive. He has made us 
open our eyes, He has caused us to search and try our ways. What can 
we say ? This charge comes with heavy weight to us. How can we 
meet it? We shall only make one remark this month; which is, briefly, 
as follows:-for full forty years we have preached that Gospel (as far as 
our little ability enabled us) which our most precious Lord Jesus and His 
Apostles did preach; during our first twenty-five years it was, we trust, 
God's power for ingathering many hundreds; but since the late Dr. 
Brock, C. H. Spurgeon, and an immense army of Open-Communion and 
duty-faith minister~, have flooded _our la~d; s~nce then, Romanism, and 
fashionable Formalism, and sensational Ritualism, and awful Bradlaugh
ism and splendid Tyndalism, and a bitter exclusivism have rolled in 
against us; we have _(with anguish of heart_most deep and melancholy) 
witnessed the knockmg down, and the floatmg away of almost all the 
old landmarks; and, in the bitterness of our soul, we have cried out 
acrainst the delusions of these the last days. We contend-with our 
h~arts breaking and bleeding-that the faith of God's elect is the only safe 
evidence of our interest in Jesus; but all the modern, the popular, the 
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gifted, the bold, the proud, the well-paid parsons of the day, publicly 
declare that an assent unto, and a simple belief of, the fact that the Bible 
is the Word and Truth of God, ensures to such believers the kingdom of 
glory. Mr. Boxell thinks these duty-faith men are gathering in the sheep 
of Christ, and that we poor contenders for the faith once for all de
livered unto the saints, are left out in the cold. Now, brethren, Who 
is the right? Rave we failed to preach Christ's Gospel? We fear we 
have been rending one another; brotherly love one toward another
burning love to our exalted Redeemer-and an intPnse concern for the 
well-being of immortal souls-these have been lacking. But we have 
from brother Benjamin Taylor such a solemn protest against the popular 
preachers of this day as none of us have ever read yet. We expect it will 
appear soon: if not, let us examine ourselves.-ED. 

GOD'S ORDER IN COMING INTO HIS HOUSE. 
EXTRACTS OF A SERMON 

P.liE.A.CHED AT LYNTON ROAD CHAPEL BY MR. R . .A.. LAWRENCE, 

SEPTEMBER 30TH, 1875. 

"Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil 
things, as they also lusted. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: 
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come."-1 Cor. x. 6, 11. 

I AM not in the habit of taking two verses so widely separated for a 
text, nor should I have done so now bad it not been that my mind 

has been impressed with the thought that these two verses contain two 
separate and distinct lines of teaching; at least, they seemed to me to be, 
as it were, two bases, or foundations, upon which two structures of 
widely different teaching might be erected. 

You will observe that in the 6th verse the apostle says:-" These 
things were our figures." And in the llth verse, "These things 
happened unto them for ensamples." 

These two expressions, viewed in connection with their contexts, have 
given birth in my mind to the two following ideas, which wiU serve as 
the divisions of my sermon this evening, and which I pray God to help 
me to follow out, for your good and His glory. First,-" Death ancl 
Resurrection," followed by Eat-ing and Drinking; second,-" Death, 
Resurrect-ion, Eating and Drinlcing," followed by Solemn Judgment. 

I. "DEATH .AND RESURRECTION,'' FOLLOWED BY EATING AND 
DRINKING. We have met this evening to attend to the ordinance of 
believers' baptism, an ordinance much despised and very little under
stood. In order to avert failure in our superstructure let us first see 
that our foundation is good. Do we then understand what baptism 
means? Some tell us that it typifies or sets forth the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, and accordingly they found theories upon this assumption, 
and I mnst confess I was somewhat refreshed and amused by a remark 
which I read some time ao-o from the pen of that dear saint of God, 
Joseph Irons. I was refre~hed because of the novelty of it, for one gets 
we~ry _of hearing the old, old stale objections to believers' baptism, whi?h 
obJect10ns have been answered a thousand times over, and one hails 
with delight anything possessing the charm of novelty in the baby 
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sprinkling line of things. Well, good Joseph Irons said:-" Baptism 
with water is a type, and it represents the baptism of the Holy Ghost;" 
and then with a flomish of trumpets, he goes on to say, "Which now 
represents the baptism of the Holy Ghost most faithfully-the sprink
ling of an infant where the baptised one is 'entirely passi"ve,' or the 
immersion of an adult where the baptised one is parti"ally active, and in 
reality helps the minister to baptize him?" "Surely the former," be says;. 
and from this pretty argument he justifies the sprinkling of babies. "Ah," 
brother Joseph, I thought, when I read these words ( or others of similar 
import), "it won't do; the foundation is wrong; and so your super
structure must tumble-baptism in water may in some measure represent 
the Spirit's baptism, but that is not the main meaning of it." Let us 
then, friends, enquire as to what baptism really does mean, and let us 
adhere to Scripture. Paul, in his 6th chapter to the Romans, defines it 
thus:-" Buried with Him by baptism into death." And, again, in 
Colossians ii. 12, he speaks thus:-" Buried with Him in baptism, 
wherein also ye are risen with Him." These texts will suffice to show 
that baptism literally means death and resurrection. Witness, in proof 
of this also, that which the Lord Jesus called His baptism (Luke xii. 50) 
-He died in it, for all God's waves and billows went over His head," 
but He also rose in it. Now His people were with Him in this baptism 
-and that is one of the things represented by water baptism-the death 
and resurrection of the election of grace, in the person of their Surety. 
But there is another death and resurrection typified by water baptism; 
and to this the apostle refers when he says, " I was alive once without 
the law, but when the commandment came sin revived and l died." 
Saul of Tarsus died, and Paul the Apostle arose to newness of life ; a 
life of faith upon the Son of God. Now let me get to my text and its 
surroundings. "These things were our figures," says the first verse of 
my text. What things ? why the things referred to in the preceeding 
verses. The baptism of Israel in the cloud and in the sea, and their 
subsequent eating and drinking. You are doubtless conversant with the 
historical narrative. Israel had come out of Egypt, but only to be 
pursued by the armies thereof, with its ungodly monarch at their head. 
A pillar of fire and a pillar of cloud led the way, and the Lord went 
before them in this pillar. Pi-hahiroth, with its spiritual teachings, you 
also comprehend; but notice ! No sooner do the waves of the Red Sea 
retreat before the outstretched rod of Moses, and form a wall on either 
side of the advancing Israelites, than we read that the pillar which had 
preceded them (and the Angel of the Lord in that cloud), went from 
before their face and came behind them. Thus then they passed under 
the cloud, or the cloud rolled over them, and thus they were baptized, 
or immersed, in the cloud. But to the meaning of our text, " Death 
and Resurrection." In what way were these two things exemplified in 
that cloudy baptism? why! Israel died to her former position of con
nection with Egypt, and rose to a newness of life, in which Jehovah 
Himself, in the pillar of cloud, was between them a_nd t~eir foes. Sweet 
ficrure this of the believers' death and resurrect10n m the person of: 
Christ, and sweet fignre too of that death and resurrection of which 
Paul speaks, when detailing His call under the killing p~w~r of the law; 
and the raising power of the Gospel. And sweet truth it 1s, that t~ose 
who know what these baptisms are, what these deaths and resurrections 
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are, have a Triune-God between them and their sins, and an impassable 
gulf between them and their foes. 

Thus then Israel were baptized unto Moses (the mediator) in the 
cloud. I have often thought, too, that when immersed ( or baptized) in 
some cloud.v trouble, the saints realise a death and resurrection, for 
much crucifixion and mortification of the flesh is at such times felt, and 
we often emerge at the other side of the trouble, in a newness of life, or 
new beings, so to speak. And yet, like the disciples, "We fear as we 
-enter the cloud." 

Again, they were baptized in the sea. In this we have another type 
-of the " Deaths and Resurrections" referred to above. They passed 
through the bed of t~e mighty deep, and on emerging on the other side, 
the sea not only rolled over their foes, but also rolled as an impassable 
barrier between them and Egypt. No pursuit now from Egypt, and no 
return now to Egypt. Oh, believer! "these things were our figures," 
and in them see your blessedness set forth. Your foes (i.e., your sins) 
are buried in the Red Sea of the Saviour's blood ; your death, in the 
Person of your covenant Head ; your death, under the killing power of 
n righteous law ; and your resurrection in Jesus in the one case, and to 
newness of life in the other case, are the assurances you have of it. 
But this is not all the truth; for that precious Red Sea has for ever 
aevered your connection with the Egypt of this world, and, 

"You are a. free-man, by the Truth ma.de free, 
And all are slaves beside." 

Thus, then, we have Israel's baptism in the cloud and in the sea (unto 
Moses the mediator), as "our figures," and nice figures they were. 

But we purposed looking at the "Eating and Drinking " which 
followed this baptism, and here let me speak to our "Open Communion" 
friends. They were ALL baptized, and they did ALL eat. The two things 
were here inseparably connected, and these things were "our figures," 
4 ' What, therefore, God bath joined together, let not man put asunder." 

Until Israel were buried and until they rose again, they did not eat 
of the manna nor drink from the Rock-for they were ALL baptized 
and did all eat and drink. Besides which, is it not feasible that until 
a man has been killed and raised again, he cannot feed on spiritual 
food-while Paul was alive without the law he fed on forms and 
ceremonies, and drank the blood of God's saints ; but when he passed 
through the " Death and Resurrection," which he refers to; rising to 
newness of life, he could feed on Jesus' broken body, and drink His shed 
blood ; but previously he had been one amongst those whom the Word 
speaks of when it says, "The natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God . . . . neither can he know them, for they are 
spiritually discerned." Again I say, then, "These things are our 
figures;" and again I say, "What, therefore, God has joined, let not man 
put asunder." 

"Baptism followed by eating and drinking," then, is God's order, or, 
as I put it before you in the heading of my sermon, " Death and 
Resurrection," followed. by " Eating and Drinking." 

As the things in the reality are inseparably joined (must be so fro~ 
the very nature of the case), and, as God has joined them together m 
the figure, too, I ( for one) should not like to stand in the shoes of that 
man who, in a mistaken charity, dares to separate them. 
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The manna and the smitten rock scarcely fall within the scope of 
my subject this evening; but, still, a word upon them. The manna 
came from heaven: it was white (pure); it fell with the dew (type of the 
Spirit of God), and it was sweet. 

Take now these things, and let Jesus, the true Bread from heaven, 
answer to each, and you have precious teaching. Moreover, look at the 
richness of the supply. " Much and nothing over," and "Little and 
no lack," I know was the order of its collection; but did it ever occur 
to you to enquire the quantity needed for the supply of Israel all 
through their forty years' march. I once was curious enough to make an 
approximate calculation, and the figures, running as they did into 
millions of hogsheads, simply amazed me-sweet figure of the fulness of 
Christ, upon which millions, both in heaven and tm earth, feed, without 
exhausting one atom of the same. The smitten rock also sets forth the 
smitten Jesus (or Rock of Ages) and what supply is received from Him. 
The 7a11'giver smote the rock and supply to Israel was the result. 

On another occasion in Israel's history, the Lord told Moses to 
speo]r to the Rock-a once-smitten Jesus needs not to be smitten again. 
But Moses, in a fit of unbelief, abuses the people, and smites the Rock 
twice, and in that incident there appears to me to be much instruction. 
God smote Jesus as the sinner's Surety, and that; of course, He 
( J ehovab) approves of; but man smote Him, too, and that Jehovah not 
only does not approve of, but tells man that with " wicked hands he 
took Hirn, and crucified and slew Him." Tims, then, we have "Death 
and Resu1Tection ;, followed by (not preceded by) "Eating and Drinking," 
and these things were our figures. 

II. We now come to our second proposition, which was, "DEATH, 
RESu"RRECTION, EATING AND DRINKING, FOLLOWED BY SOLEMN JuDG
MENT." For we read, "With many of these God was not well pleased, 
for they were overthrown in the wilderness," and "these things were 
our ensamples." Perhaps brevity here will most conduce to solemnity, 
and so let me tell yon, with all the solemnity of which the grace of God 
has made me capable, that yon may profess to have been buried with 
Christ and raised with Him; yon may profess to have been killed by the 
law, and raised to newness of life, and, as setting forth these things, 
you may have been buried in water baptism, and, having risen there
:from, yon may approach the Lord's table to eat and drink, asserting, by 
this act of profession, that you do really feed upon Him in your spirit, 
and yet your lJrofesEion may be only presumption or delusion, and the 
end of your water baptism and partaking of the emblems at the 
table, may be misery eternal in hell. " For with many of these 
God was not well pleased, therefore, they fell in the wilderness." And 
though I'll give place to none in contending for the Divine· ordinances 
of water baptism and the Lord's Supper, and for the inseparable union of 
the two ordinances, yet a man may attend to both and prove a deceived 
man in the end; hence, the solemn warning note sounded by the apostle 
in this chapter. 

Death, Resurrection, Eating and Drinking, followed by Solemn Judg
ment. REALITY ji.rst, and symbol afterwards. Interest in the first is 
the high road to heaven ; attention to the latter may only be the fore
runner of eternal condemnation. May God impress your minds with 
these things for His Name's sake. 
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WORDS OF COMFORT TO THE MOURNERS IN ZION. 

"And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that 
He may abide with you for ever."-Jno. xiv. 16. 

"My Father-God ! bow sweet the sound ! 
How tender and how dear I 

Not all the harmony of heaven 
Could so delight the ear." 

LONELY and sad, and" 'midst changing scenes and dying friends." 
many a dear disciple is ea.lied to tread life's thorny path that end'3 

with the " wilderness," and leads to his " Father's house " on high. 
'Tis the way the fathers went, but it is a "right way," painful and 
distressing as it is to poor weak and fallen nature. But what a mercy 
it is, that the dear First-born of the family has trod th(! "weary way," 
and "knows how to speak a word in season to· him that is weary" (lsa. 
I. 4.); and to this very hour He is "touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, though throned in highest bliss." Amid the splendours of. 
His glory-throne, and surrounded though He be by cherubim and 
seraphim, and "all the shining hosts above," yet tender, warm and strong 
are the flowing sympathies of His loving bosom for every tried and 
tempted child of God. A.h, yes, wherever " the sheep of His pasture " 
roam, whether by night or by day, "in poverty's vale, or abounding in 
wealth," His sleepless eye is ever upon them, and never a moment 
removes; and there is the" rod of His power" to defend and protect, 
and "keep them as the apple of His eye." With one mighty piercing 
glance of His omniscient eye He sweeps all earth and hell, things 
visible and invisible, being " naked" to His gaze. This " Brother " 
dear, this tender, gracious "Great High Pi::iest," the "Mighty God," 
and "Prince of Peace," this is He who said," A.nd I will pray the Father 
(My Father, and your Father; My God, and your God;) and He shall 
give you anolher Oomforter, that He may abide with you for ever." How 
full His love, how tender His pity, how lovely His sympathy, how strong 
and constant His friendship! His knowledge of His saints is unique, 
wonderful, absolute and divine. A.s the mighty God He knows them, 
one and all alike, most intimately and comprehensively; for the very 
essence of their being and the attributes of their nature are the works 
of His hands; yea, their whole physical state, frame and condition, with 
their impaired powers and all the mysteries and subtle changes and 
decay that are ever going on in the system, from the first cry into life to 
the last gasping breath. His eye sees all. There is not a physical pain 
endured by the dear" members of His body" (Eph. v. 30), whether it 
be dull or acute, gentle or strong, but He knows it, and the cause of it, 
with the reasons of its continuance, and all the mental, moral, and social 
consequences resulting therefrom (see Psa. cxxxix.; Heb. iv. 15; Matt. 
viii. 16, 17). Well might David say, " Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it." Blessed, most blessed, it 
is to realise the comfort of this truth,' but we must still press on to the 
fountain of His "unique" knowledge of His "precious sons•: and 
"daughters" (Lam. iv. 2; 2 Cor. vi. 18), and this we shall find rn the 

·human experience of "the Man Christ Jesus'' the "BROTHER born for 
adversity" (Prov. xvii. 17; Heb. ii. 10-18). What a treasure-house 
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of grace is in this beautiful, tender and endearing relationship I what a. 
perennial spring of spiritual refreshment, succour and sympathy! He 
knows the wellspring of every tear, and the painful emotion of the heart 
that gi-ves it birth. Yea, He knows by actual experience of the griefs 
and sighs of human woes, the history and the mystery of every silent 
"groan." And He is the " same Jesus, yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 
All the wants and the woes of the body He knows; for pain, and want, 
and weariness were His; and all the wondrous things which belong to 
the mental constitution of His children He knows by an experience so 
full, so deep and profound, so mysterious and wonderful, that He con
centrates in Himself a perfect and sympathetic knowledge of the various 
experiences ot't.he whole "election of grace." Then "trust Him for 
His grace," ye weak and trembling ones, for " a bruised reed shall He 
not break, and the smoking flax shall He not quench" (Isa. xlii. 3). 

"Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples," was one 
of the many simple requests brought before the great Master, and which 
elicited from the fulness of His love and the plenitude of His heavenly 

· wisdom the soul-thrilling words, " Our Father which art in heaven" 
(Luke xi. 2). Who so qualified to pray for the sinner as "the Man 
Christ Jesus " ? or who so entitled to approach the Father as His only 
begotten Son ? God delights in Him with a fulness of love and joy that 
no creature can ever comprehend, and yet so great is the Father's love 
to "the people of His choice," that the dear Saviour uses these wonderful 
words in prayer to His Holy Father,-" and hast loved them as Thou 
hast lo,ed Me." Can language go higher than this ? Never. Well 
then may J esu's loved ones sing,-

for,-

" My name from the pal.ms of His hands 
Eternity will not erase ; " 

" The people of His choice 
He will not cast away.'' 

Remembering, then, the Saviour's perfect knowledge of His dear dis
ciples, in all their sinfulness and helplessness, loneliness and fears, their 
proneness to stray from the straight and narrow way; remembering 
all this, I say, what prayer for them while alone in the world could be 
more seasonable and a.ppropriate than-"And I will pray the Father, 
and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you 
for ever " ? The Comforter ! Yes, it is the Comforter 'we so deeply 
need, and so earnestly importune for, that He may instruct us, and lead 
us, and guide us, and guard us all our journey through, and finally land 
us on the bright shores of the eternal world. 0 to be helped to cry, 
"Abba, Father!" with an unwavering tongue. 

"Come, sacred Spirit, seal the name 
On my expanding heart; 

And shew that in J ehovah's grace 
I share a filial part. " 

That wondroUB prayer shall be heard, and that rich blessing be conferred 
upon every one of "the contrite in heart." To-day their poor lone 
hearts, or crushed spirits, or perplexed minds, or trying lot, may seem to 
forbid the sweet hope of their realising a treasure so divine; neverthe
less the love, wisdom, and faithfulness of God will put them into the 
possession of it in His own good time. 
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Present peace, and rest, and joy, and full assurance, are the things, 
however, which many a dear anxious, sorrowful, and suffering saint 
craves at His gracious hands who has said, " I am a }'ather to Israel." 
Is He my Father ? cries the anxious one; followed by the earnest prayer, 
"Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation." Dear troubled heart, does sin 
grieve thee, Satan tempt thee in a thousand ways to catch thy foolish, 
wayward, wicked heart ? Is thy soul grieved because of J esu's absence, 
and the painful suspense of mind, and the cruel insinuations of un
belief, causing thy very heart to tremble with fear and forebodings? 
May the dear Comforter put forth His power, direct thine eye to Jesus, 
and help thee to stay thyself upon thy God. He is "thf God," though 
for the present thou canst not read thy title clear. Remember that 
this glorious relationship of grace was established in the heavens long 
before thou didst feel thy need of Christ, or desire to call the Eternal 
·God Thy Father. The Lord Himself bid thee be of good cheer, for 

Hunts. 

"Ye are travelling home to God, 
In the way the fathers trod ; 
They are happy now, and ye 
Soon their happiness shall see.'' 

JOHN OLIVER CROMWELL. 

LUTHER'S TRIUMPH-" JESUS STILL LIVES!" 
OR, FAITH'S CHEERFUL VIEW OF THE COMING CRISIS. 

BY TnollAS EDWARDS, MINISTER OF SALEM CHAPEL, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-I have been perusing, with much 
more interest than dread alarm, Mr. W. Stokes's remarks upon 

Popery; and find, like most writers upon this God-dishonouring and 
abominable system, that he takes too much a one-sided view of the 
·question. I have not the pleasure of knowing Mr. W. S.; but should 
rejoice to be a means in the hand of God of administering to him a 
little quwtus, or comforting cordial, after duly looking at the gloomy 
picture of Popery which he has drawn. Will you allow me to try to lay 
-on a few fair. colours and bright touches ? His picture will look none 
the worse for so doing; and, surely, some counteracting influences to 
that deadly system are to be found. I call it "a system;" I will not 
call it "religion." 

In the first place, I regard these awful perversions to Rome like the 
flight of a lot of noisy jackdaws, or black rooks and crows, going home 
at night to their own rookery; and while there, flying and darkening the 
sky for a few moments, they seem to be trying to attract the notice of 
those whose heads they are flying over: so that, while others look up 
and say, "there they go," it tends to increase the noise they are making. 
Now, I ask, is it not just what might be expected? and, according to 
Mr. W. S.'s own shewing by the remarks and references to which he 
points us in the Prayer Book, the Church of England can never prove 
herself to be a Protestant Church while she retains her Prayer Book in 
its present form. If Ritualists choose to understand much of the 
teaching of this book in the letter of i't only, as described, and insist 
upon baptismal regeneration, transubstantiation, absolution, &c., I ask 

B B 
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how can you blame them? They only tell you that they believe the 
Prayer Book means what it says. Oh! but, say their opponents, we 
understand it in the spirit; nay, saith the Ritualists, but we understand 
it in the letter; and only introduce a few other decorations to set these 
Romish doctrines off. We live to prove ( that in the worst sense) " train 
up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not de
part from it." 

A. few weeks ago a real lady, of considerable position in the Establish
ment, met me, and lifting up her hands she said "Oh, Mr. Edwards, 
what do you think, the children of such a Church Suhool in our district 
(T. W.) are actually taught to cross themselves?" 

I coolly said, " I am not at all surprised at it, madam." 
"Oh, Mr. E., how can you say so?'' she replied. 
I then said "Madam, did they not learn this practice at your own 

font?" 
She replied, " Pray don't say so." 
I said, "Is it true; or is it not ? " 
Lifting up her hands and eyes too, she said, after a long pause, " It 

is too true!'' 
Much as I hate Papery in the Church of England, and out of it, 

yet, in some respects, the Ritnalist is the more honest of the two classes; 
for he believes the letter of the Prayer Book upon the foremen
tioned points, and sticks to them (or at any rate professes to do so), 
while the Evangelicals do not believe in them, and yet, for the sake of 
the nest eggs, abides within the pale of the Establishment ; and you may 
as well try to drive an old hen off the nest, where she is determined to 
sit, as to exhort them to come out and be separate and touch not the 
unclean thing. Is it not evident they are paralyzed? Yet I do re
joice to believe that while the Evangelicals are in a great strait; and 
while Parliaments and ecclesiatical dignitaries either cannot, or will 
not, deal with the questions at issue, yet the Lord can, and He reigneth; 
and when His time is come, He will certainly put His hook into the jaws 
of this great Popish Assyrian that is now coming into our land; and I 
should not be much surprised if, in the end, some of his own children 
slay him, when they more fully understand that God's time has come 
for the cruel, bloody system to fail. 

I rejoice, also, that Hezekiah's God still lives, and is to be found ata 
throne of grace; if not between the ancient cherubims of glory. Yes, 
He that said to Jacob, "I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee;" 
has also got His eye firmly fixed (for evil) upon all those who blaspheme 
the God of Israel, or oppress and persecute those who worship HiQJ. in 
spirit and in truth; and "the Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out 
of temptation." 

I am anticipating the time when the daughter of Zion shall shake 
her head, and taunt at all those who invade her holy citadel, or worild do 
so; and I cannot help believing that God will defend His own city, for 
His own Name's sake: therefore, I rejoice that the Lord onr God, who is 
in the midst of His own spirit-taught people, is mighty (still): and He 
will save. Perhaps Mr. W. S. says," that is all very well, friend E., but 
what if Papery should, for a time, finally triumph." Well, then, in that 
case, I have two special words from the Lord's own lips, to support ms in 
the prospect of the same. One is, when they persecute you in one city, 
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flee to another; and the other is, "Fear not them which kill the body." 
Now God is a faithful God, and I hope to look by faith to Him to make 
good to me either one or the other of the above, in case things should 
come to the worst; I trust, therefore, for wisdom to flee, or grace and 
strength to stand and suffer. Of course, flesh would prefer the former; 
but faith saith, "Nay: that which is most for the glory of God.'' 
However, I cannot yet persuade myself that things are quite so bad as, 
in our unbelief, they are represented (to wit): whatever differences there 
are amongst all the different sects of religion; yet, upon the common 
ground of civil and religious liberty, there appears to me a united, bold 
front against Popery ; hence, theological differences are hushed in the 
face of our common invader. Again, I do firmly believe there are 
hundreds of thousands of Her Majesty's subjects who, upon the large 
platform of arts, sciences, and civilization ( who, like Galileo, have no 
real concern about religion); yet well knowing that assumed infallibility 
stands like a huge stumbling-block against them all, I believe when the 
crisis comes, if come it does (for no human being knows the exact turn 
tki"ngs may take, yet), if it so turns out, then, I believe, Popery will 
have such a handling, and such a hustling, as it never dreamt of. " The 
earth wi"U hel,p the woman.'' Do you suppose for a moment that arts, 
science, and literature, will all lightly bow down to the shrine of Popery ? 
No! no! no I far from it. Rome seems to me to think that all England 
is living in the olden times when there was no freedom of the Press ; 
and, in most cases, no Press at all. She has forgotten how railways and 
the electric telegraph have civilised and brought the peoples of the earth 
together; and I cannot help thinking that she is, by her J esuitical in
fluence, at the bottom of nearly all the anarchy in the world. I do not 
in thus speaking reflect upon poor deluded and mistaken Catholics, but 
upon that system by which they are ensnared, and would, themselves, 
throw off, if they knew the things which alone make for peace, even 
peace through the blood of the Saviour's cross, by which I do not mean 
the wood, but the finished work of the Son of God, who thereon said, 
" It is finished.'' 

Mr. W. Stokes's letter forcibly brought to my mind a circumstance 
which is related of Luther and his beloved Kate. Poor Luther often 
suffered the most fearful forebodings; and truly, providentially consi
dered, he had enough to make him. However, upon one occasion his 
beloved wife dressed herself up in her nun's attire, and went up-stairs, 
during the doctor's absence, who, upon his return, enquired after his 
Kate, and was directed up-stairs. When seeing her upon her knees, 
clothed in her doleful dress, he asked eagerly what was the matter? 
"Oh," she replied, "dear doctor, God our Father is dead." "No, no, 
dear Kate," he replied, "JESUS STILL LIVES! JESUS STILL LIVES!" 
When she quietly looked up in his face, and asked, "Then why is the 
doctor so sad ? " 

I may also inform my friend, Mr. S., that "JESUS STILL LIVES!" 
therefore, after all, ours is a hopeful cause; and I, for one, h_ope to 
~ncourage myself, like David, in the Lord my God; ~or do. I, mdeed, 
mtend (D.V.) lightly to cast away my confidence; w~1le to-mg~~ I hope 
to preach to my people from those precious words m Isa. xlu. 11,
" Let the inhabitants of the rock sing; let them shout from the top of 
the mountains.'' From the mountains referred to, we may look down 
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with some composure, even upon Popery, because our times are in the 
Lord's hands. 

We soon shall enter into peace; 
Fires burn out, and floods will cease. 
Times may chanl(e, and seasons too, 
But His love will brmg us through. 

I now come to the last little paragraph in Mr. W. S.'s letter, and there 
I both smile and sigh, while I ejaculate, ''Alas, my brother!" for, while 
he so scrnpulously guards the Lord's table from what he considers un
scriptural innovators, or t"ntrud,ers, his e~·es are not yet opened to see it 
is the Lm·d's tabl,e he is guarding so jealously, as to lceepfrom it tlie Lord's 
own pPople. Pray, brother, and do not protest so fiercely against Popery; 
for, as Dr. Gill saith, the old gent is in every man's bosom: only you, 
Mr. S., give him in this respect au easy chair to sit in. 

I have said enough. I will conclude by simply adding that if any 
of Mr. Stokes's eulud,ed ones from the Lord's table, because tbey have 
not been baptized, should ever, in the providence of God, come to Tun
bridge Wells, so long as they really d.o belong to the Lord, and, out of 
lo,e to Him, DESIRE to show forth His death till He come, I shall, in 
this case, count it an honour to break bread to them; and shall say, 
"Come in thou blessed of the Lord, wherefore standest thou without?" 
and, with the late Mr. Joseph Irons, would say that "neither creeds, 
nor pools, nor crucifix, shall separate om· souls." 

[We admire brother Thomas Ed wards' faith in Jesus our Lord ; but 
his hardened apostacy from that obedience of faith he once so zealously 
defended, we cannot understand. He makes us sigh deeper than he 
sighed over friend Stokes-for with !IS there is no smile.-En.J 

NO CONDEMNATION. 
Rom. viii 1.-S.M. 

No condemnation "now"
Lord, when do this appear! 

When groaning with the load of sin, 
Aud filled with every fear, 
Then down into my heart 
I hear His heavenly voice,-

" No condemnation now in Christ; 
In Him alone rejoice." 
July 4. 

Now I in Christ am found
My Ark of sweet repose-

I'll sing damnation past and gone, 
And smile at all my foes. 
Thy precious bloocl, my Lord, 
Has washed my crimes away; 

I'll lift my guiltless head and sing 
This sweet and charming lay. 

D. ALLEN, Pastor. 

We read (Luke ix. 18), "It came to pass, as He was alone praying, 
His di~ciples were with Him.'' How beautifully _this sets forth t~e 
union between the grace and the glory Head and His members! He 1s 
satisfied in havin" His Church with Him: He desires no other com
panions, neither :m He to an eternal _day: _His delights are with them, 
He rejoices over them: they are one with Hun. Where they are, th~re 
is the glorious Trinity-Father, S~n, and Holy Ghost--:and wh_en Christ 
is named, His people are named rn oneness. 0 precious umon! blest 
identity! 

"All consolation's here enjoyed, 
And here all blessings meet." 
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IS THE ENGLISH NATION GIVEN UP TO AN 
IDOLATROUS WORSHIP1 

WE have been filled with astonishment at the potent arguments 
advanced by T. Huband Gregg (the Vicar of Harborne, near 

Birmingham) in favour of separating " the Church of England " from 
all State patronage, and from all legal power and pay. We have had 
volumes after volumes upon this much-agitated question; bnt, in Mr. 
Huband Gregg's shilling pamphlet ( The Church of England, " as by law 
established"), there is such a continuous volley of Luther-like thunderbolts 
against the present anomalous condition of our National Church as we 
never met with before. Having been reared and trained in the Church 
of England we, naturally enough, affectionately remembered her; but, 
after watching her wicked wanderings toward Rome during the last 
forty years, we have concluded, with Mr. Gregg, that " the parties IN 
the Church are bringing about her overthrow tenfold more than those 
outside." -

To us it is clear and certain this English nation is given up to an 
idolatrous worship. The Dissenting Churches and the Prayer Book 
Ohurches are increasingly advancing against the true, the one only 
Gospel of the grace of God. As the people become more and more 
educated, so much the more is the natural enmity of the human heart 
against God's new covenant revelation of mercy opposed and mani
fested; and we ask, with grief intense and sincerely anxious. Can it be 
possihle that a so-called Gospel which, directly or indirectly, ignores 
the sovereignty of God, the sufficiency of the Atonement, and the 
absolutely Pssential efficiency of the Holy Ghost's work in the souls of 
the redeemed-we ask, Is it possible that such a ministry either came 
from, or is sanctioned by, the Lord God Almighty-Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost? We know it is increasingly popular; we see it is 
apparently most successful; but is its origin and growth of God? The 
Church of Rome, the Church of England, the Arminian, and all the 
intellectual bodies of N onconformitywill, we believe, advance into one vast 
Antichristian army until the Son of God shall come to set up a righteous 
judgment; then shall ye return and discern between the righteous and 
the wicked, between him that se1·veth God and him that serveth Him 
not. From the Prime Minister, in the gorgeous ci vie banquet, down 
to the proud little itinerant, there is a crying of " Peace ! Peace I" 
while the sinews of war of every kind are fast preparing for something 
more dreadful than the popula1· spirit can imagine. We purpose 
making some use yet of Mr. Huband Gregg's Church, which can be had 
of Marlborough and Co., 4, Ave Maria Lane. 

A CALL TO COURAGE. 
' Engaged He is lo bear o.?l blame ; C0Mm, Christian soldier, to the fight, 

Hark I the guns o.re roaring; 
Arise, our foes o.re now in sight, 

Bound our tents o.re mooring. 
Look to the Lord, and be ye strong; 

Engaged thro' Gocl.'s free grace; 
So.Ivo.Uon now shall be our •:iong. 

\Ve'll not otrr Lord diRgraco. 
All ho.ii tho.t precious clearest name: 

True 1 He wlll His cause mo.into.iu; 

Restore the lost o.gaitt. 

Sure \Vord of God sha.ll be our banner, 
Bold in the great Three One; 

Armed by faith, by salvat.ion's Ple.nuer, 
Nothing of our own put on. 

King of kinCl's sh11.ll leall the .flghti 
Sa.tan's o.r~y put to flight. 

LITT LB FA.ITU. 



SiO THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

WHAT IS THE UNPARDONABLE SINT 
Bv T. CORBY, MtNISTER or GREAT CATWORTll. 

"Verily I se.y unto you, All sins she.11 be forgiven unto the sons of men, e.nd 
ble.sphemies wherewith soever they she.11 ble.spheme: But he the.t shall blaspheme 
age.in~t the Holy Ghost he.th never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damne.tion: 
Because they said, He he.th an unclean spirit."-Mark iii. 28-30. 

THESE words of our blessed Lord distinctly set forth three things:
!. .A Gospel Encouragement; II . .A Solemn Warning; III. A 

Direet Proof 
I. THE ENCOURAGEMENT.-lt is to poor sinners whose sins have 

brought upon them the desert of damnation. Sin hath abounded unto 
death. Sin abounds still; abounds everywhere; it abounds ineveryshape 
and form, and in each of " the sons of men.'' Can it be forgiven? To 
every one_with whom this is a heart questum, the declaration of our 
Lord is, not-only that it can, but that it shall be forgiven. " All sin " 
arid all " bfflsphemies." What an amount of damning evil these words 
imply. , The promise to the distressed sinner is the forgiveness of" all." 
Oh! that word ALL. 

II. THE W ARNING.-It is an awfully solemn one, touching a point of 
which the very mention, and even the bare thought, has often made the 
sensible sinner's heart quiver with unutterable fear, and bowed him 
down in the dust as having "no hope." The warning is not for the 
contrite sinner; the context shows to whom it applies, to those who, in 
the exuberance of their blasphemous attacks upon Christ and His 
doctrine, went so far as to speak blasphemously of the Spirit by which 
Re spake and cast out devils. They said, " He casteth out devil~ " 
through Beelzebub, the prince of the devils. Thus, blinded by mahce 
against Rim, they vented their malicious spite in blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit that was in Him, speaking of the Holy Ghost as being the 
devil, and thereby placing themselves at that extremity of hatred to 
holiness and God, which bath never forgiveness, but is the seal of 
eternal damnation. 

III. THE PROOF.-The unpardonable sin is here, in our Lord's expo
sition of it, clearly and directly shown to be of that nature that none 
who have been brought into a state of real repentance of sin against 
God, have ever been left to that extremity of evil. 

All manner of sin and blasphemy may have disgraced the life of a 
poor sinner, as in the case of Saul of Tarsus, and of many others; and 
great indeed is the grief and anguish of soul felt on their account, when 
God in mercy takes him in hand; but where repentance unto life is 
granted, there the full forgiveness of sins is promised. In the Gospel, 
repentance and remission of sins are coupled together. 

A TRUE CHRISTIAN PRAYER. 
GREAT God! shine forth in lustrous ray, 

Aud chase the shades of night away; 
B&ise up my soul on wings to fly 

Away from earth, beyond the sky. 
Great God l be near &nd let me see 

'l'ha.L Thou art reconciled to me 
As oue in J csus-Tby dear Son, 

Before the wheelB of time begun. 
Great God ! be near, Thy love display 

In every dark o.nd trying day; 
When foes without and foes within 

Uniw in rage with horrid din. 

Great God! be near when I'm opprest, 
In every trial give me rest; 

Then roll my burden on the Lord, 
And trust His efficacious word. 

Great God I be nee.r through a.II the way, 
Grant strength proportioned to the de.y; 

Increase my faith and love to Thee, 
For where Thou art, I soon shall be. 

Great God! be near with power to save, 
When this poor body's in the grave; 

Then raise my soul to dwell with Thee, 
To spend a vast eternity, R. B. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Selection of Hymns, including also him our warmest thanks for his pains
.some Original Hymns, By John Stevens. taking and successful labours. Very 
l'rinted and published for the Committee earnestly would we press the important 
by Robert Banks, Racquet court, Fleet claims of baptism upon all who profess to 
.street. If Mr. J. S. Anderson, the "know a Saviour's love," and desire to 
minister of Zion chapel, New Cross, bad walk in "His steps;'' and we know of no 
never made his mark before, he has, small work as a companion to the Bible 
certainly, made it now. The late John better calculated than this to assist the 
Stevens's hymn book was "out of print." real seeker after truth. This book ought 
We believe a new, and much altered, to be in every 8abbath school, to be read 
edition, was, some time since, issued; but, and studied alike by teacher and scholar, 
to all the Churches using Stevens's selec- and should be possessed by every member 
.tion, the altered edition was not approved of a Strict Baptist Church, and in every 
of. At New Cross, a committee of Chris- household where Baptist principles are 
.tian gentlemen resolved to produce a new, entertained. In a word, this work ought 
a handsome, a comprehensive, and a to circulate by tei:is of thousands; for in 
cheap edition of John Stevens's Hymn every department, whether in Scripture, 
Book, "enlarged and improved." Mr. J. theology, philology, history, geography, 
S. Anderson was appointed" editor;" and, or topography, truth is triumphantly 
all who can, without prejudice, examine vindicated. Witnesses of every period, 
_this (which we presume to name for dis- from the Saviour and His apostles down
.tinction's sake) "Anderson's New and ward, of every nation and sect, whether 
Enlarged Edition of Stevens's Selection," Greeks, Romanists, Lutherans, Episco
must pronounce it, at least, one of the palfa.ns, Presbyterians, Independents, 
very best hymn books for the use of our Wesleyans, and learned Baptists, all are 
Particular Baptist Churches, now in ex- laid under tribute, and made to bear testi
istence. Here are nine hundred and mony in the grand public court ot truth 

.seventy hymns; printed in a clear long and righteousness. No Baptist in heart 
primer type; on excellent paper ; the can read this book without profit and 
compositors, the machinists, the folders, pleasure; and we do not envy the opponent 
the binders-all have done their work who can read its pages in the spirit of 
much to their credit. It is a clear, bold, candour without being enlightened and 
easy, and valuable selection. The arrange- convinced. In concluding our remarks, 
ment of subjects, the indexes, and the we would respectfully suggest to Mr. 
Scriptures illustrated, render it convenient Gadsby the propriety of issurng a superior 
and complete. Without fear or flattery edition, in larger type, printed on better 
we can heartily recommend it to any paper, and with a paged index of con
Church requiring a book for the praise tents, so as to facilitate easy reference. 

,department. How the Pulpit Ignores l:'rophecy. The 
Baptism. By John Gadsby. Being a. third quarterly part of "Leading the 

reply to a. work, entitled "Baptism: its Nation to Glory," &c., bf Edward tline, 
Mode, Design, and Subjects." By A. J. furnishes some original and powerful 
Baxter. To which are added a few re- articles on "The Identity of the British 
.marks upon a new creed, that Water Nation with the Ten Lost Tribes of 
Baptism ought to have ceased at l'entecost, Israel." This great penman tells us 
and upon the Socinian Doctrine, that the plainly that "the true spirit of Chris
Acts of the Apostles is only an Historical tianity has yet to be learnt by us.'' .Alas! 
Book. 192/P·, super-royal 32mo. !'rices that cutting sentence is, we tear, too true. 
4d., 6d. an_ Sd., post-free. Bouverio And, even now, instead of England march

. street, London. This is a really valuable , ing on to glory, she appears to be sinking 
book, containing a vast amount of matter I into error, sorrow and shame. As this 
thoroughly pertinent to the subjects of I extraordinary weekly journal is printed 
which it treats. With many, whose : by Mr. Robert Banks, our ~eaders will 
resources are small ancl their opportuni- : know it is correctly and mcely done; 
ties for reading very limited, this will j albeit, we cannot say its conclusions ancl 
doubtless become a popular handbook on : teachings are always correct. 
the subject of baptism. We certainly ! The Protestant Evangelical 1',li.ssion 
feel that the whole Church of God is : Monthly Record. We have known and 
g~eatly indebted tu Mr. John Gadsby and I strongly admired the honorary p,·esident 
his coadjutors for the excellent little of this society, Lieut.-Col. H. J. Brock
work under notice; and we hereby tender ! man, for many years; he is extensively 
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beloved as a most devoted and excellent 
soldier of our Lord Jesus Christ, He 
has suffered and sacrificed much in advo
oating the pure Protestantism of the 
Bible; hence, we are grieved to find that 
any attempt should be made to hinder 
this Society's necessary and useful pro
gress. The secretary, Mr. Robert Steele, 
we have also known from the commenc:,e
ment of the Society's existence. Be has 
ever app~ared to us a man of et.rang 
faith, of fiery zeal, of intense pers<"ver
ance. and as bold as a lion against the 
wicked devices of the agents of darkness, 
who only consult to cast, down our Lord 
from R is excellency. \Ve advise all who 
sympathise with those who now come to 
the help of the Lord against the mighty, 
to read the November number of '' The 
Monthly Record,'' to be had of Mr. R. 
Steele, Racquet court, Fleet street, 
London. 

Annuals. The handsomest volumes and 
marvellously cheap, are "Our Own Fire
side," "Day of Days," and "Home 
Words." These three volumes are elegant 
in appearance; substantial in quality; 
nothing controversial; nothing adverse 
to truth; much spiritual, biographical, 
expnsitory, hi.torical. and useful reading 
for families. "Our Own Fireside" vol. is 
an ornament to any drawing-room ; "Day 
of Days "-a boon for the servants; 
"Home Words "-a book to lend to the 
cottagers. All published by James 
Nisbett & Co 

The Bible Echo, <J·c. London : Kellaway 
& Co. A talented monthly Sixpenny 
Ma11azine, designed, we believe, to over
throw two parts of the Christian faith: 
(1) the immediate reception of redeemed 
souls in the heavenly world; (2) the 
eternal punishment of the wicked who 
die in their sine. As these teachings have 
been permitted to come into our Churches 
(and we have watched their growth for 
many years), so has the power of our 
Father's love, the power of our Saviour's 
Goepel, the power of the Holy Spirit, in 
convincing, converting, and comforting 
the eoule of the chosen, been suspended. 
We inwardly tremble at the progress 
which errors of every kind and character 
are making throughout the whole of 
Christendom. 

Ye are God's Hu,,bandry. A Sermon. 
By tbe Rev. J. Battersby, vicar of St. 
Simon•~, Sheffield, delivered in St. 
George's church, Southwark. F. Davis, 
Chapter house court. At this very 
singular period in the history of our 
island home, when error, like the mytho
logical Prnkus, assumes so many forms, 
it is truly gratifying to find an Epis
copalian minister uttering the truths of 

the everlasting Gospel in the way Mr. 
Battersby has done in his excellent ser
mon on "Ye are God's Husbandry."· 
With a beautiful simplicity as regards. 
language, Mr. B. has enlarged on the 
character and work of Jehovah Jesus, 
the great Husbandman of the redeemed 
Church. He told his heai·ers fearlessly, 
but lovingly (which we regret to say 
some do not), that salvation, from fhst 
to last, is of the Lord. That He is the 
Owner of the Church, which is His 
garden or orchard, and its Conservator 
also. That a.II its members will, despite 
of the tempests and storms of the 
wilderness, and the attacks of their· 
numerous maligant enemies, come off at 
last " more than conquerors, through 
Him who has loved them; and all at 
last will meet together in that lea! abode
of purity, light and love, where they will 
sing the praises of their covenant-keep
ing God and Father throughout eternity. 
We have great pleasure in recommend
ing this truthful and experimental ser
mon to the notice of our readers, being 
fully persuaded that a. thoughtful and 
prayerful perusal of it will greatly min
ister to their happiness, by greatly in
tensifying their love for Him, who is 
a.lone '' mighty to save." \Ve wish such 
sermons were delivered from every 
pulpit throughout the length and breadth. 
of Great Britain and the world. T. J.M. 

The late Mr. James Wells. Twelve of 
bis Sermons, and bis Experience, in one 
thi~k neat shilling pamphlet, can now be 
had of R. Banke, Racquet court, Fleet st. 

Bitter Herbs. " An Elder " thinks the 
professing Churches - through their 
literary and ministerial leaders-are fill-
ing fast with pride, jealousy, hypocriEy, 
enmity, and tongue-slaying. Let "An 
Elder " think, with us, "we soon shall 
leave all these weeds of the fall behind. 
May our le.et days be favoured with bolier
communion, arid meetnees for a kingdom 
of perfection and bliee." 

Pamphlets, Papers, ~c., Received. "The 
Romieb and Spanish Inquisitions." A 
Lecture by Pastor D. Allen, delivered in 
Sydney. Lee and Roes, publishers. 
Terrible truth, told with authority. We 
do truly thank God for raising up such 
Lu tberan successors and noblo expositors-. 
as Daniel Allen ie acknowledged to be. 
We hope to quote this ere long.-Nintb 
edition of "A Protest Against the Papacy 
in England," &c. By John LindsP-y, 
Leighton.-" Not Forgot1en." A Sermon 
on the death of R. Hocl~kin, deacon of' 
Romney street. B'{ J. S. Morris; a. 
talented memorial o a worthy and godly· 
man.-Some other works on hand. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
THE SEVEN SECTIONS OF THE ENGLISH BAPTIST COMMUNITY. 

"Let us begin with the New Testament." 
So w1·iteth Dr. Cramp, whose father we 
,knew, and heard him preach the old Gospel 
·of grace divine full forty years ago. "Young 
John Cramp," as they were wont to call the 
President of Acadin college, was consi,Jered 
somewhat to differ from bis venerable sire; 
although, we believe, botb father and son 
drank in the Fullerite Appendix, which, in 
•our youuger days, was heard of with much 
apprehension. 

"Let us begin with the New Testament." 
Yes I yes! Aud, we add, "Let us stick fast 
.in, and stand firm by, the New Testament; 
.fo,• therein of the Son of God it is recorded 
that He said, ' I do nothing of Myself; but 
.as My Father has taught Me, I speak these 
things. And He that sent Me is with Me ; 
the Father bath not left Me alone ; for I do 
-always those things that please Him.'" By 
these precious words the Holy Ghost did 
work faith in the hearts of some who heard 
them. Yea, it is said," As He spake these 
words, many believed on Him; " and to 
.them Jesus said," If ye continue in My word, 
then are ye My disciples indeed ; and ye shall 
know .the truth, and the truth shall make 
you free." Have all who proless faith in the 
-ever-blessed Son of God "continued in His 
word?" Have they not added to, and taken 
from, that revelation of the will and work 
of a 'fbree-One-J ehovah? Have not many 
appeared to slight the closing sentences of 
the New Testament-the awful seal with 
which the Holy Ghost sealed up that large 
lette1· ol love which the "Father of lights" 
sent unto His children? Ah! they have 
opened God's Book and laid their traditions 
upon it; thereby " the Book" has become 
partially varied, and an increasingly varied 
series of modern innovations have blinded 
men's eyes, so that, instead of knowing the 
truth, they know anything and everything 
but the truth. Of its celestial, spiritual, 
eternal, and essential beauties they have 
never had one glance, or they would not 
rest until in its pure waters they were bap
tized, rising· up tberefrom into clearness of 
light and newness of life. We would gladly 
be the Lo~d's i11stl'Ument in leading some 
wande1·e1·s mto the true fold, wherein truth 
is revealed, enjoyed, and honoured. 

To auy one who has, by the Spirit of God, 
been led into the heavenly teaching of the 
Lord Jesus and His apostles in the New 
Testament, it is most astounding to witness 
the opposition with which every great prin
ciple in I hat blessed Book is assailed on every 
hand. Instead of the everlasting and elect
ing love of God the Father, an abstract theory 
that the Deity is all love, abstrar.t love, love 
to all and to everything, and, wo,·se than nil, 
it is repre.sented that the love of the Almighty 
is dreadfully wounded becnu;e every body 
will not love Him in return. 

So it is with every part of Divine revela
tion. To obscure or drive it into oblivion 
appears now the aim-ignorantly, it may be; 
but so it is. Before we leave this world 
we intensely desire to bear witness, distinctly 
and sincerely, to every part of that great 
mystery of godliness wherein is luu nd the 
origin, the constitution, the character, the 
conduct, and the completeness ol that one 
mystic body," the Church, which is in God 
the Father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ." 
And this sublime mystery, in its entirety and 
harmony, hath been continuously unfolded 
by that succession of godly witnesses who 
have been planted over our New Testament 
Churches; but who have, during the last 
generation, been quickly passing away. That 
their Scriptural testimony should be preserved 
is the burning desire of C. W. B. 

CLAPHAM.-ZroN's HILL BAPTIST 
CHAPEL, LARKHALL LANE. Twelve 
months have passed since the Church and 
congregation met to celebrate tbe birthday 
of tile pastor, Mr. S. Ponstord. Since then 
there has been several additions to the Church 
-five by baptism, and one or I wo from other 
Churches. Several also have been removed 
by death; but, looking at all the circum
stances, there has been much cause for 
thaukfulness, and there is good reason to 
believe · that the Lord has commenced the 
work of grace in the hearts of many others 
who a1·e privileged to sit under tbe ministry 
of this aged sire. Many of the present 
members are far advanced in life-as is also 
the pastor, he now being seventy-four years 
of age-their course is almost run ; the 
sands of time are sinking, and soon the 
summons will come to call them awav. On 
Thursday, Oct. 28th, a meeting was con
vened tur the above-named purpose. A good 
substantial tea was provided, of which m·my 
friends partook. AL halt-past six the meeting 
commenced by a short but compreheusive 
prayer by the senior deacon, Mr. Long. The 
president ( the venerable pastor), after a few 
word• ol au introductory nature, nod of 
thankfulness to the friends present, called upon 
Mr. Anderson, who, in bis usual serious and 
convincing manner, wi~hed the pastor every 
blessing most suitable to his time of life, and 
then ~poke ot relig-iou a.i a thiug whicb a 
great many people took up with, but which 
did not take up with them, illu,trariug his 
remarks lly uu interesting· e\•ent which came 
under his own notice. He also con:.:Tatulated 
Mr. Long ( who had been baµtize,.t'filty yeRrs 
ago that day) on the faithluluess ol God in 
keeping him as an omame,,t to the Church 
of Christ, iu which he had been i,alled to 
take a part. i\lr. Beazley followed, speaking 
on the tour principal characteristics which 
constituted a Chl'btian, unLI of the houour 
placed on them; closing by wishing the pre-
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sident might live longer yet to preach the 
glorious Gospel of the grace of God. Mr. 
Brindle ga\'e a pleasing address, which did 
not tail to rea~h the hearts of many. Mr. 
Perrett was the next speaker\ who gave a 
godly and experimental ad<1re.-s, inter
spersing his remarks with a brief page out 
of his own history, in which he said that 
the first persun whom he baptized in the 
town where he first preached the Gospel 
was an Independent minister. Mr. Philhps 
wished the president the choicest of heaven's 
blessings in a few pleasing and appropriate 
words ; and the meeting was brought to a 
close by singing, 
" Praise God from whom all blessings flow," &c. 

May peace, joy, love, and fellowship still 
a~ound amonp; the Church and congrega
tion ; and God still be pleased to bless the 
labours of this aged and devoted servant of 
the cross! May he find, as his outward man 
gives way, that his inward is renewed; and 
as bis physical faculties bend to the band of 
old age, may he find bis spiritual powers wax 
stronger and stroni:-er ! R. S. 

"OUR FATHER'S HOUSE LAYS 
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 
VALLEY." 
[FiJty years ago Daniel Cnmbrook, the 

pastor of Pent Side Church, Dover, was 
well known and much beloved. He would 
walk on the beach, while the seas and winds 
were roaring, and study bis sermons. He is 
still living, approaching to ninety years of 
age. 1'he following note came with heavenly 
love in to our soul. We think it will cheer 
the heart of many a child of God.-En.] 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-Myheartwas 
uplifted with gratitude on the receipt of your 
sympathetic letter, enclosing £1 3s. 6d. by 
P.O.O., subscribed by two beloved friends, to 
whom present my sincere thanks. May the 
Lord's blessing be poured on them in return. 

You enquire about my body and mind, 
and the passing over to the heavenly rest. 
As to my body, it has many infirmities. I 
cannot talk but little, from shortness of 
breath. I cannot walk. I have not takrn a 
single step for three years. I cannot hear 
but with great difficulty, and I cannot see 
with one eve, although I can see well with 
the other, so as to read ijmall print aud write 
this without glasses, being near-sighted, 
which is always strong while it Iasis. Yet, 
with all these infirmities, I am cbeerfol and 
content, feeling sweet submission to my 
Father's will, believing that all His will is 
love. 

As to my mind, that is at rest, trusting the 
finisLed work of the great Redeemer; nnd 
as to passing over to the other side, we know 
that our Father's house lays on the other 
side of the valley, but the journey is often 
very rough by reason of several boulders 
lying in the way, such as pain, sickness, 
disease, and other bodily infirmities that give 
the carriage (the body) a severe jolting;, but 
the1·e are some internal springs, such as Jaith, 
hope, love, peace, and joy, that give such 

ease to the passens-er (the soul), that you may 
sometimes hear him shout with the voice of 
triumph, "0 death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is. thy victory? Thanks be to 
God who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 
. And as soon as the passenger arrives he 
1s met by the Lord Jesus, who gives him a 
hearty welcome, saying, "This is My 
Father's bouse-in it there are many man
sions. I have been to prepare a place for 
you, and am now come to receive you to 
Myself, that where I nm there ye may be 
also. Come, then, ye beloved of My Father 
enter into the joy of thy Lord. I rejoice iJ 
~aving you and you rejoice in being saved. 
Come in, then, and let usmutuallyparticipate 
in salvation's joy." Glorious! Glorious! 

Hope on, tlien, dear brother, and hope to 
the end, for the glory that shall be revealed ; 
for so an abuncfant entrance shall be ad
ministered unto you into the everlasting 
kingdom of the Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Wishin1t you every blessing, I subscribe 
myself, Yours, with Christian regards, 

DANL, CRAlllBROOK. 
146, Union street, Maidstone~ 

· Nov. 8th, 1875. 

HORNSEY RISE.-An old friend of the 
Society is now having erected, at his own 
cost, forty additional rooms to the A !l'ed 
Pilgrims' Asylum, Hornsey Rise, which 
will be ready for occupation about Mm'Ch 
next, including also in this noble gilt a large 
hall for public meetings, social gatherings 
of the inmates, &c. This large extension 
has, however, involved the committee in 
various extra expenses beyond those supplied 
by the generous friend alluded to-as, for 
instance, the wardens' accommodation has 
been made more adapted to the requirements 
of so large a building, additional coaveniences 
in and near the hall, and other necessary 
additions for the comfort of the pilgrims. 
Sundry fittings for the hall and each of the 
rooms have to be provided. These various 
extras thus incurred by the committee will 
amount to not less than ,£500, and as the 
Sustentation Fund barely meets the current 
expenses of the present Asylum, it is im
possible to defray this outlay from that source. 
Under these circumstances the committee 
earnestly appeal to the friends in London and 
the country for help in immediately raising 
this amount; and, as instalments are paid 
the builders as the works advance, the com
mittee are the more anxious for prompt 
assistance to meet these calls. A suggestion 
has been thrown out that 500 friends give 
or collect a sovereign. The readers <>f. the 
Vessel could easily accomplish this, for they 
are to be found alike on English and foreign 
shores. The cause pleaded for is dear to 
many of them, and, as such, it is left to their 
loving sympathy. Christmas gatherings are 
close at hand; will they not have the Father's 
smile if' the cause of His aged and poor 
people is remembered? Contributions may 
be sent to Mr. Wm. Jackson, Secretary to 
the Asylum, 29, Marlborough road, Upper 
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Holloway, N.; and t.o the office, 9, Finsbury 
pavement, E.C. Post Office Orders to be 
made payable al the Hornsey Rise office. 
Postage stamps gratefully received. On 
Mondays, from 12 to 4, Mr. Jackson attends 
at the Asylum to afford information to 
visitors. 

ZION'S PROPHETIC GATHERINGS. 
HIGH WYCO.IIIBB.-Our correspondent's 

view very fairly represents the religious state 
of England: in lilct, High Wycombe has 
comparatively more prolessors ol religion in 
it than many of our English towns. It has 
11,000 souls. Not more than 5,000 attend 
all the churches and chapels put together; 
leaving 6,000 either in infidelity, idolatry, 
heathenism, or even worse. Do the ministers 
of Christ faithfully and prayerfully labour to 
gather in others beside those already gathered 
in? For many years we have looked with 
the longfng eyes ol an anxious faith on that 
grand promise,-" The Lord God, which 
gathereth the outcasts ol Israel, saith, Yet 
will I .gather others unto Him, beside those 
that are gathered unto Him.'• Is this 
gathering going on now? Yes. In many 
of our Churches there isa two-fold gathering. 
Out ol the visible Church God i.3 gathering 
some home to glory; and out of the world 
He is gathering some into our little hills of 
Zion. But read Isaiah !viii. !ix. There the 
poverty of our Churches is attributed to 
their hypocrL•y and carnality. Leave them, 
and pass on to Isaiah's 60th chapter. There 
God promises His Zion-" The abundance of 
the seas shall be converted; the forces of the 
Gentiles shall come; the multitude of camels, 
the dromedaries of M idian-all the flocks of 
Kedar shall be gathered ; the rams ofN ebaioth 
shall minister." A little one (then) shall 
.become a thousand, and so on. 

"When shall that day, dear Lord, appear?" 
Mr·. Chivers (says our correspondent} has 

a nice cllapel ; but " the attendance is very 
bad." " He is a good s~und minister : his 
ministry has been blest to my soul.'' But 
how few seem to receive it. (This is nearly 
the case everywhere.) Then Mr. Cause has 
about twenty or thirty to hear him, The 
free-will Raptists, the Churches, the Metuo
dists, the Independents, all together, never 
get 5,000 out of a surrounding µopulation of 
nea1· 15,000. High Wycombe people!
Where are you drifting? 

LOWESTOFT.-Tonning street Baptist 
chapel. Anniversary services were held Sun
day, Oct. 31, and following Monday. Our 
brother Brand preached excellent sermons: 
they were much enjoyed. On Monday tea 
was provided; over eighty friends sat down. 
Then public meeting. Brother Elliot im
plored the divine blessing. Mr. M. Dent, 
the venerable deacon, then presented Mr. H. 
Knights ( who oceupied the chair, and who 
has, with few exceptions, occupied the pul
pit during the past two years) with a very 
handsome silver teapot, as an acknowledg
ment of gratuitous services rendered to the 
cause. Our brother thanked the friends for 

their expression of Christian love towards 
him. Addresses were delivered by brethren 
Brand, Bland, Tooke, and Suggate, based 
upon the motto neatly executed and placed 
above the pulpit-" Jesus Only." Brother 
Tooke spoke of" Jesus, the Only Substitute;" 
brother Bland, " Jesus, the Only Head · " 
brother Brand, "Jesus, the Only Priest;" 
brother Suggate, "Jesus Only as the Fulness 
of the Gospel, Suited to Every Poor, Hungry, 
Thh-sty Soul, Regenerated and Taught Ly 
the Holy Ghust." These excellent Gospel 
addresses were enjoyed by a good number 
present. Thus we spent a happy and soul
cheering meeting at 'fonning street. 

STOWMA.RKET. -Although weakness 
has fallen upon the venerable pastor of our 
Old Baptist chapel, in this busy Suffolk town 
I am anxious to tell you, Mr. Editor, that 
our young minister, J. R. Debnam, appears 
to me to be honoured of the Lord in carryino
on the Gospel of Christ in the New Baptist 
chapel. On Sunday, Nov. 7, he gave us a 
wholesome discourse from those words in l 
Kings-" Let not him that girdeth on his har
ness boast himself as him that putteth it off." 
The friends were much solemnised: it was a 
good time. Then Mr. Debnam led down 
into our neat little Jordan two believers and 
baptized them. Bless the Lord, the true
bearted Baptists in Suffolk are still faithful 
to their Lord; and many of our ministers 
are growing in usefulness. Not quite the 
least of them is our esteemed pastor, J. R. 
Debnam.-! am, as ever, A FRIEND TO 
THE GOSPEL, TO THE BIBLE, AND TO 
THE "EARTHEN VESSEL." 

WILTSHIR~.-~eo. Holden Pike, Esq., 
the celebrated h1Stor1an ol our own times 
has been travelling with a Wiltshire colpor~ 
teur, and in the Sword and Trowel for 
Oct. and Nov. gives some details of rich 
interest to those who take pleasure in an
cient and modern efforts made to extend 
the knowledge of salvation by our exalted 
Redeemer. At Horningsham he found a 
chapel erected in 1566, the promoters and 
builders of which first worshipped in a wood, 
near "Heaven's-gate." The old chapel is 
bound, by will, to wear a thatch rool. It 
ha., stood the test of three long centuries, 
and is considered a quaint ornament " -
although the repeated beavy cost ol keeping 
the old chapel's wig in 01-der often makes 
the pastor's heart ache; because it "ruins 
the slender exchequer.'' Samuel King, the 
colporteur, must be a zealous, laborious, and 
happy evangelist. He travels the country 
round, selling and scattering Bibles and 
books; preaches; teaches; officiates at fu
nerals, marriages, Sunday school meetings; 
baptizes in the open air; and is, in every 
way, a country bishop of no mean order. 
We ever feel a thrill of sweet joy within 
when we find young men honestly devoting 
themselves to such arduous endeavours to 
promote the spiritual well-being of their 
lellow-men. We wish there were thousands 
of Samuel Kings trudging tht·ough the yet 
dark villages ol this favoured old island. 
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VAUXHALL. - Bnptist chapel, Upper 
Kenuingwn hme. Twdllh anuiversary of 
loumh1tiu11 of our cause, and of the ministry 
<>f pnstor George Hea1·sun, wRs Nov. 14 Rud 
16. '8,•rmons were preached by Mr. Hearson 
from-" lia\"ing obtuined help of God, I 
,continue 111110 this duy," &c.; and bv W. 
Alderson, from-" This poor mnn cried and 
the Lord heard him," &c. At Tuesdny'8 tea 
and public meeting the ,pa~ious •choolroflm 
was decorated, and filled to its utmost ca
pacity. Pustor Hearson commenced public 
meeting by gi\"ing out, 

"Come Jet us join our checi ful songs," &c. 

D. Asquith prayed. G. M. Murphy 11,ave 
first a<l<.lre,;s, during whose speech W. M. 
McArthur, Esq., M.P., entered; was greeted 
by hearty cheers; and at once asked the 
pastor IO p:ive an account uf his work. Mr. 
Hearson briefly related the stor~· of the 
Church's rise and progress. Mr. McArthur 
then delivered a ~peech which e\"iuced bis 
hearty sympathy tor this and all other Evan
gelical Churches. After this, some g·ood 
words were iriven by V. J. Charlesworth, 
T. Tarn, T. Edwards, J. T. Briscoe, and 
pastor Hearson, who told us he was sup
ported h)' many faithful friends, yet he now 
required £30 to clear the Church of all debts. 
The request. was immediately responded to: 
collectiun, donations, &c., yielded more than 
,£35. Our generous musical friends sang 
several an1!1ems in a superior mauner, U11der 
the direction of Mr. J. 'f. Wybrow. It was 
.generall) •aid to be one ol the most success
tul anniversaries in the history ot .Mr. 
Hearson's ministry at Vauxball. 

BRIGHTON.-SA.LEM CHAPEL, BOND 
STllt:t:T. - Annual sermons for Sunday 
Schools were preached Lord's-day, Oct.17tb. 
The mornin~ discourse hy pastor, J. Glaskin, was ou 2 Timothy iii. 15. The subject was 
adapted for the occasion; delivered with much 
-earnestness. We trust, with the :Spirit's 
blessiug, it will bring many of our children 
to imitate the great example. In afternoon, 
Mr. G. T. Congreve, ol London, delivered 
two llrief, but instructh·e addresses to about 
900 chilcren, teachers, and lriends; chapel 
crowded w excess. In evening, Mr. Congreve 
preacued a sermon to the young, from Mark 
x. 21, "Come, take np the cross and follow 
Me." .A. soJ.,mn discourse. Many earnest 
exhortations were made to Sunday &boo! 
teacher•, Hible Class members, and young 
Cbristiaus in general. Hymns were we!J 
sung uy the cui.ldren. We believe t be ser.-ice• 
will prnduee those results for which we ear
nest!\ pray-the salvation of precious souls, 
ano ihe further estahlisbir.g ol Christ'• king-
dom iu our midst. W. GouoH. 

LIMEHOUSE.-Coverdale Schoolroom, 
Watc1·ioo street. Sixth anniversary of the 
Church aud congregation was 1'uesday, 
Nov. !I. Ou tile tiuuday previous, Nov. 7, 
it wu.. six vears to the very day •ince tile 
room was fi;·st opened; the first sermon beiug 
preaclu,<.i uy our ln·other Chrbtmas, on Lord'•
-day, Nov. 7, 1869. During that time 

brethren Caunt, Wyanl, Chlpchase, and 
Searle (who all supplied here), have gone to 
p;lory, as ,veil as six members of the Church. 
Brother Carpenter has now been with us 
nearly ta·elve month•; the pince being well 
filled. If it is the Lord's will, the prayer 
of manv is that he mRy be settled amongst 
us. Brother Steed pre1\ched on the 9th, after 
more than 100 had taken tea. The Lord 
still bless this cause, and His name shall have 
the praise. So prays A FRIEND, 

F.A. VERSHAM. - At Noah's Ark our 
pastor, Mr. J. Wise, preached to us tor the 
la,;t time, Lord's-day, Oct. 31 ; having ac
cepted a call for three months to Margate. 
He gave us, "The Eternal God is thy 
Refuge." The Lord was present. We grieve 
to part wit.h him. The Lord's will. be done. 
For upwards of six years he bas laboured 
faithfully amongst us as a Church: he .has 
promoted union and communion; always at 
his post; never weary of telling what the 
Lord had done for his soul; always a kind 
word for those that were in trouble: be was 
to be found by the side of the sick and dying, 
•peaking of Him that died to save. We trust 
the Margate Church will bold him up in 
prayers. We commend him to God. May 
he only live to the praise and glory of our 
blessed Redeemer. J. BANKS. 

OUR DE.A.TH ROLL.-Dr. Brock, the 
leader of the Open Communion Churches, 
bas rather suddealv been called home. We 
have review of bis iife and work. Brownlow 
N ortb, whose conversion was remarkable, is 
also gone: both these died at 68. Charles 
West-the beloved son ol that devoted deacon, 
Henry West, ol Canterbury, and the aft'ee
tionate husband of the daughter of the pastor 
of Egerton Postal Baptist Church, R. Y. 
Banks-tell asleep at Hridge, Nov. 8, 1875, 
aged 33. At Longford, Hucks, Nov. 15, 
11!75, aged 85, Mrs. Joanna Weekly, widow 
of Mr. John Weekly. · 

SUFFOLK,-" Some scenes at the Suffolk 
and Norfolk Association" are not so pleasant. 
" The Circular Letter " i• still waiting. 
While it is certain the Suft'olk fathers are 
either gone, or are 

'' Unto the margin come," 

it is cheering to behold in the Gospel firma
ment a few stars yet appearing. 1'he LowllB
toft Mercury says " Blakenham Baptist 
chapel anniversary was holden Oct. 7, when 
sermons well suited to the occasion were 
preached by Mr. C. Hill, the popular 
.Haptist minister at Stoke Ash. A goodly 
number ol friends from Ipswich, and other 
places, helped by their presence to render 
the anniversary a very successluh,ne." Thare 
are a few more popular minbters in Suft'olk, 
,whose autobiography we hope to give. 

SH ARN BROOK. -Our ministering 
brother, F. Fountain, bas been bereaved of 
his beloved lather. We fear it will binder 
him much in his loved employ of pl'eaching 
the Lord Jesus. 
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OUR CHURCHES IN "THE BLACK. deacon well-and bas, therefore, purcha.qed 
to himself a good degree, and great boldness 
in the faith, has been lairl aside for some 
months; hi• aavoury, godly conversation, 
and kindly feeling, has won for him much 
esteem. May the Lord speedily restore him 
to the Church, to his busineo11 and family, if 
it is His sovereign will and good pleasure. 

COUNTRY." 
·Oldbury-11ear Birmingham-the kind 

of Pastor required. 
EPISTLES TO APELLES.-No. 3. 

MY DEAR APELLES, - Not through 
dewy meotls, soft or balmy air, neither upon 
Elysian fields; but, on the contrary, you 
must now venture through volumes of 
smoke, ond, presuming you are not alarmed 
at fires from the blazing furnaces, you will 
now (leaving Birmingham in the rear) be 
prepared to cast you1· eyes upon mountains 
of l'llbbish or reluse from iron works; to use 
the native tongue-" heaps of rubbage," 
with canals here, canals there, and canals 
everywhere. 

Yon will now come upon anything but a 
pleasant spot in our highly-favoured land, 

-called" The Black Country," and which is 
beyond my reach to depict; my language would 
fail to describe. Five miles lrom Birmingham, 

-situate in the county of Worcester, is the 
town of OLDBURY. It contains 17,639 in
habitants; all are principally employed in 
chemical and alkali works, which are 

-carried on here upon an extensive scale. 
There are, also, several large iron works and 
coal mines. Situate in Canal Walk is a 
commodious Baptist chapel, with a gallery 
at the front, which is occupied with an army 
of singers 1. upon the opposite side of the 
road is a arge school connected with the 
chapel. Mr. Brooks was pastor of this people 
fo~ some years; and ministered in holy things 
with much success; but, alas! alas! tell it 
not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of 
Askelon, what changes have taken, and are 

-taking, place. • 
Who, with life in the soul, and desires in 

the heart, for Zion's welfare and prosperity, 
can stand and look on indifferent and un
concerned at the divisions which occur in 

· our Churches? "We hanged our harps upon 
the willows when we remembered Zion." I 
ask, Are there any that are brought by the 

• grace of the blessed Spirit to esteem each 
other better than themselves? Who can sit 
in the lowest place, and become as a little 
Chi!d : who , can say by thought, word, 
-action, and deed, " We beseech Thee, O Lord, 
send now prosperity? " Surely there is a 
remn9:nt. It was easy to decide as to the 
worshippers of old : two men went up into 
the temple to pray : the one a Pharisee, and 
the other a Publican; but who shall be able 
-now to define the difference between those 
who are for Zion's peace, whose hearts say, 
"J'e~ce be within thy walls, and pro.sperity 
Wlthm thy palaces,'' and those who profess 

.!ndsay so, but their hearts are far from Him, 
N everthele&!I, the foundation of God ~tandeth 

sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth 
them that are His." 

Mr. John S. Warburton, of Wigan; Mr. 
R!tson, of Bilston; Mr. Howard, of Bir
mmgham; Mr. Turner, of Netherton; and 
.many others, have been acceptable to the 
hungry, thirsty, seeking ones, and have come 
,up un~er the anointing· of the blessed Spirit. 
Mr. Biles-one who has used the office of a 

You have, my dear Apelles, doubtless, 
found it is not "he that commendeth himself 
is approved; " nor does it rest with others to 
approve or reject-" but he whom the Lord 
commendeth." Should you at any time 
visit this part, you can have your sermons 
measured up, squared up, and weighed up, 
till you begin to tee! yourself' less than no
thing; and ready to say with Jeremiah-" I 
will not make mention of Him, or speak any 
more in His name;" and were it not that the 
Lord strengthened thee with fortitude and 
courage equal to tliy day, you would carry 
out that proposition; but the Lord's purpose 
must be fulfilled-" My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all My pleasure." The pastor 
who expects to settle here must be a giant in 
the faith; a man of determined mind; one 
who can and will dig deep into the mines of 
eternal truth ; a hardy veteran; an un
flinching standard-bearer of the glorious 
banner. He must have milk for the babes, 
meat for the lathers, wine for the heavy
hearted, strong drink for the ready-to-perish, 
and a word of 1·eproof for the naughty ones: 
he must be instant in season, anil out of 
season, and if he have an unction from the 
Holy One, and sets his lace against all oppo
sition, he would not labour in vain, nor spend 
his strength for nought. Do you know of 
such an one? At friend Manning's house 
there is good accommodation for weary pil
grims, and !Joth himselt and wile do their 
utmost to make ministers comfortable, 
especially if he be " an old disciple." Mr. 
Sanders is made a great blessing in the 
Sabbath school; he is gifted ID instructing 
the young, which is no mean gift. Many who 
attend come trom various dista.oces, and have 
proved many times that they that wait upoa 
the Lord shall renew their strength : they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles, run 
and not be weary; walk andnotfaiut. There 
are men, in the Oldbury Church, as some 
think, qualified for preaching the Word; but 
they are waiting for marching order~ fro_m 
the Great Captain, they are yet tarrymg m 
the city of Jerusalem. Did you not find, 
when you went forth into the ministry of the 
Word that greater was He that was tor yon 
than all that could be against you? You 
was not left to confer with flesh and blood ; 
you went forth with a "Thus saith the 
Lord; " and was enabled to say-" I AM 
bath sent me unto you; " and being deter
mined to honour thy Master, you proved His 
faithfulness in the promise-" Them that 
honour Me I will honour." One of the 
highest p0$itious unde1· heaven must ~ to 
be entru•ted with a message li'Olll the King, 
to be lllade a steward of the 1Uanifold 1Uysteries 
of the kingdom; and to ha_ve grace so to act 
as to be able at any time to give an account 
of the stewardship; for one thing is required 
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of a steward, tl1at he be found fRitbful. For 
he tlmt is foith ful in that which i• least, will 
be faithful also in much, and the steward 
who acts wisely will see that there are a few 
crumbs from the Master's table for some of 
the hidden ones. 

Hlrlden hy heavenly birth, 
B~· hiddc•n manna frd; 

Pill'rims and strangers on the earth, 
In bidden pat.hs we tread. 

The ca\'e was not a comfortable place for 
the prophets of the Lord; but a good Obadiah 
shall feed them with bread and water: 
"bread shall be given, and water shall be 
sure ; the pince of His people's defence tl1e 
munition of roeks." Though often faint
hearted, like poor Gideon, there shall be 
support, sueeour and strength equal to the 
day, for " The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon "' m 11st he victorious, and a cake of 
barley bread shall be som~timcs tumbled into 
the 111idianites' camp, e,•en though it be done 
by "AN OLD DISCIPLE," 

OPENING OF PROVIDENCE BAP-
TI~T CHAPEL, ENFIELD HIGH
WAY, MIDDLESEX. 
TlmrsdaJ•, Oct. 7, 1875, our new chapel 

was opened ; Jong before the afternoon ser
vice was closed it was literally packed. The 
servi<'e was <'ommenced by singing, 

"And will the great eternal God 
On earth establish His abode?" 

Zecl1ariab ,·iii. having been read, the 752nd 
hymn was sung-

" No earthly city can compare 
Wi1b Zion, when her Lord is there." 

The sermon was preached by Mr. J. L. 
Meeres, "ho took for bis text Haggai ii. 5-
" Fear ye not." In bis peroration Mr. 
M eeres remarked that he was thoroughly 
pleased with the new place of worsliip. As 
a matter of fact, the erection of a small 
place was as great a burden to a small con
gregation as was a large place to a large 
congrei:ration; but be saw no cause to tear: 
the silver and the gold were the Lord's, and 
he could very well say to them·, " Fear ye 
not." E,·ery blessing· that they possessed, 
whether pecuniary, social, or family, were 
but Joans from the Lord, and He could dis
pose the bea,-ts of men to give when there 
was a neees•ity. The new chapel bad cost 
£276. He considered tl1e friends bad worked 
with a i:rood will, as there only now remained 
a debt of 100 guineas. 

A hymn was sung, a collection made, the 
benediction pronounced, and the first service 
in this new chapel closed. 100 took tea, 
which was ser\'ed gratuitously by the ladies 
in a creditable manner. 

At the public meeting James Mote, Esq. 
solicitor, of Walbrook, London, occupied 
the chair. Mr. Chapman,oneof the deacons, 
read the accounts. Mr. Trussler, the trea
surer, gave particulars of the reasons which 
led them to build. They bad for some years 
laboured on under great disadvantage in 
their old rooms in Alma road, Lock lane. 
Every one connected with the cause felt that 
it was really a necessity for them to arise 

and build. The Church and congregation 
held a conference, and, in the yem· 1873, it 
was resolved to take steps for raising a new 
house of prayer. A freehold site was pm·
chru;ed in Putney road Enfield highway 
and placed in trust; and it was resolved t~ 
erect a large chapel. Estimates were re
ceived, but the Church were disinclined to 
incur a hea1•y debtl. and, therefore, a smaller 
one was erected. The pastor and several of 
the friends have laboured with their own 
hands with a will, and the congregation have 
worked assiduously during the erection 
which has materialll reduced the outlay. ' 

Mr. H. Hall, o Clapham, delivered an 
excellent address upon" Weeping with those 
who weep." Mr. Phillips, of New Malden 
spoke on 8olomon's dedicatory prayer. ThJ 
chairman expressed the pleasure he felt at 
meeting with them on that occasion. For 
some years be bad presided at meetings 
similar to the one he had the honour of pre
siding over that night; but, up to that time, 
be had never had the pleasure of telling the 
people, "We have enough; give no more."· 
He might, perhaps, have to do so on that 
occasion. There was not £100 owing, and, 
seeing there were more than 100 persons. 
present, if each gave a sovereign, the debt 
would be cleared. He was pleased to hear 
the Church had worked together so well. 

Mr. Winters and Mr. Mayhew addressed· 
the meeting, after which Mr. Alfrey, the 
pastor, made some excellent remarks; at the 
close of which, 

"Praise God from whom all blessings flow" 
was sung, and the happy proceedings were· 
brought to a close by the blessing being pro
nounced. A young lady sent up a parcel 
containing 336 farthings, which, together 
with the collPctions and proceeds of tea, 
amounted to £19 18s. 

The committee take tl1is opportunity of 
thanking the friends who have so liberally 
assisted them in their undertaking, and 
trust that their efforts may be crowned by 
evidences of the Holy Spirit's work within 
the walls. W. T. 

NOTTING HILL.-Not happy in our· 
chapel, I wander hither and thither. Have 
been to Silver street, Kensington; Mr. R. 
G. Edwards and his people seem nil alive. 
Mr. John Passmore is training a good choir. 
Near fifty young friends, with harmonium, 
quite cheerfulize the devotional parts of the 
service. l:lilver street chapel, near Notting 
hill gate station, bas in it a fast rising 
Church, school, and congregation. Have 
occasionally looked in at a neighbouring 
place. From the school they are gathering 
in a few lambs. There is room in Bosworth
road chapel for a godly minister if you can 
find oae. WE ARE WANDERING. 

WISBEACH.-Mr. Preston Davies bas 
been the Lord's servant in blessing oursouls, 
in increasing om· congregation more than 
double, and giving us the prospect of additions 
to the Church. We praise tlie Lord for such, 
an able, faithful, and successful minister. 
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A LONDON SPARROW AT MR. 
STEED'S ANNIVERSARY. 

MR. EDITOR,-I send a few notes of 
meeting nt Rehoboth, Wellesley street, Step
ney, Tuesday, Oct. 26, to commemorate the 
first anniversary of the pnstor, Thos. Steed, 
in that chapel. Our wnrm-hearted brother 
Ba1·dens preached in the afternoon. Evening 
meeting wns presided over by Mr. John Run
dell, who made a good speech on the Cove
nant, The pastor stated their congregations 
were very good. The Lord had heJpeu them 
in a signal manner; they had admitt£d to the 
Church during the year over fifty-twenty
five from T. Stringer's Church, twenty-five 
from other sources, and eight besides by 
baptism. To God be all tbe glory. Surely 
some of our Churches, after reading the fore
going, could sing, 

" Lord, I hear of sbow'rs of blessing 
Tbou arc scatt'rlng full and free; 
Show·rs, tbe thirsty land refrtsblng
Let some oropplng• fall on me-

Even me I" 
The pastor attributed their success to the 
fact that all his sermons were produced from 
the Word of God alone, without aid from the 
brain of either living 01· dead. 

Brother Gander said he bad not known 
Thomas Steed Jong, but long enough to love 
him. Taking the words, " Hitherto the 
Lord bath helped us,"· he said, the help of 
the Lord was worth everything. It was 
always timely help, and efficient help. It 
does not place man in a salvable state; but 
it 
" Makes the believer, and gives him his crown." 
What can you do for the Lord in the way 
of salvation'! Nothing! But there is some
thing to do- something to be done to
night. "What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all His benefits toward me? I will take 
the cup ol salvation, and call upon the name 
of the Lord." Many ask, " What will vou 
do for Christ ? " W by, we have more than 
we can do to tell what He has done for us. 

Brother Lodge spoke feelingly on the 
fidelity of divinely-appointed ministers of 
the Gospel. He was quite himself on" Prin
ciple aud Practice," and could not resist 
the opportunity of speaking against the cus
tom, now prevailing in some quarters, of 
admitting Churchmen, Independents, and 
others iuto the pulpit; he feared it might 
lead to the admission of Ritualists. His re
mal'ks led to some divergence from the objects 
of the meeting. Pastor Steed threw a little 
oil on the troubled wate1·s. The chairman 
(a representative of one of the Churches that 
pleads guilty to the impeachment) made a 
warm defence in a good spirit, candidly stat
ing that he allowed freedom of opinion and 
speech to every man. From one or two 
remarks proceeding from the body of the 
chapel, I judge that the feeling of the meet
ing was with bl'other Lodge on principle; 
yet, I think, a gentlemau, invited by the 
pastor to fill the office of chait'man, and 
who is one in heart with nil the brethren 
present in e.sentiols, should have had the 
kind conside1·ation of all. It wns not the 

time nor the place to discuss the policy of the 
Church to whfoh the chairman belonged. 

Brother G. Elvin led us into a calmer 
atmosphere, unto a spiritual feast. The 
banquetting-house he explained as the sen
sible enjoyment of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the heart. The children cannot fast while 
the Bridegroom is with them. What is the 
repast? Christ Himself. Who are the 
gue•ts? Sinners. The language of each 
heart is, "I am black, but comely." 

Brother R. A. Lawrence spoke from 
"Heirs according to the promise." "II ye 
be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed." 
Christ has a valuable Church; it cost Him 
His own heart's blood. The members of 
that Church were His also by the conquest 
of the Spirit. He calls them His sheep, His 
brethren, His bride; although, in them
selves, as ugly as sin could make them ; yet, 
in Him, all fair. He was thankful the 
failings of God's people were recorded-not 
that sin was to be made light of; but it gives 
such poor things as ourselves reason to hope 
we shall find mercy. 

Brother Lewis gave us a condensed sermon 
on" Hitherto bath the Lord helped us." 

A LO:-!DON SPARROW. 

MR. WISE, OF WATFORD. 
DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-1 have been 

to enquire about Brother Wise. He seems 
to be getting lower and weaker daily. I saw 
him on Lord's-day afternoon. He said be 
was both ready and willing to depart, and as 
to the r,osition of hi.• mind resting upon the 
faitbfu ness of a yea and amen promising 
Jehovah-my impression is now be will never 
get about again. I find be is just seventy 
years of age. 0 what a blessed state to be in 
to use the following, 

"Through Christ my soul is ready ; 
His coming I desire: 

Our union shall he steady, 
When worlds depart on lire. 

When heart and flesh are falling, 
And speech is from me fled, 

Through faith 1n Christ prevailing, 
On death itself I'll trearl. 

At nature's expiration, 
By grace triumphant Jed, 

With glory's exp1::cta1,lon1 

On Christ I lean my head.'' 

May this be our happy and blessed Joi 
prays, in love, Yours in Jesus, 

GEO. BURRELL. 

STEPNEY. -The late Mr. Goodman. 
We have but recently heard of the death of 
this excellent brother in the fellowship of 
Christ. His name and character were in 
harmony. Can no one give us a few words 
descriptive of bis last days? 

READING .-1 was in Oxford road chapel, 
Sunday, Nov. 7. Mr. Edgerton baptizea 
and received five into the Church. He 
appears useful, and is surrounded by a grow
ing company of ag:ed a':'d of y~uthful be
lievers. At eventune 1t was Joyous an<l 
holy. 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

THE HISTORY OF A HYMN. 
In David Denham's e~teemed " Saint~• 

-:Melody,·• 1837, there is a hymn commencing 
u So'f'crelgn grace o'er sin abounding," 

to which Mr. Denham ascribed the name of 
W. W. Horne as the author; but, after 
much research, and procuring all the various 
editions of Home's :selection, 110 such hymn 
could be found. The most curious feature 
in the investigation is that John Kent com
posed a hymn in the same measure, senti
ment, and with the same first stanza. This 
~emed as though Horne had only altered 
Kent's hymn, and that Mr. Denham, be
lieving so, had gi\•eu W. W. Horne as the 
author. 

After a close examination of all the editions 
·of Kent's "Gospel Hymns," from the first 
edition, 1803, to the fifth edition, 1823, no 
such hymn appears; but in the sixth edition, 
1827, the hymn occurs, but with only the 
·first stanza as in Denham's" Saints' Melody." 
After this I unexpectedly met with the hymn, 
word for word, as given by Mr. Denham, in 
.John Dobell's "Selection of Seven Hundred 
Evangelical Hymns,'' 1806, where it is stated 
to be taken from Samuel Reece's Selection, 
1799; then, in Dobell's second and after 
editions, it is given to " Horne's Collection " 
-o that this may have led Mr. Denham to 
·conclude that Horne was the author. 

My search was now to procure a sight of 
·Samuel Reece's Selection, a copy of which I 
had never seen ; and knowing that a friend 
in America possessed the book, I wrote to 
him for the loan of it. In the meantime a 
friend, passing through Wilderness row, saw 
-a copy of Samuel Reece's Selection at a 
broker's shop, and bought it for me, and, 
upon examining the book, 1 discovered the 
name of Ann Kent written inside the cover, 
and al;o to two of the hymns; besides this, 
twenty-seven of the hymns are marked with 
a cross,~ being by John Kent, The hymn 
in question, 

" Sovereign grace 0 1er sin abonndlng," 

·has two crosses to it, as follows,++; and the 
-hJ·mn is the text as given in Dobell and 
Denham. This at once proved the hymn to 
be by John Kent, and that it first appeared 
in Reece's Selection, 1799. 

Now my motive for endeavouring to learn 
the authol'ship of the hymn arose simply of 
my and, I believe, other persons' objection 
·to the language used in the second stanza-

" Death, nor hell, nor Bin shall sever.,_ 

which line I never could find courage to 
sing, for I rather tremble at sin than sing 
-over sin, for sin is the abhorred enemy of 
God and His regenerated children. God's 
Holy Word does not speak in this way of 
·sin, neither do I believe that Christians can 
ever speak in such a way of sin without the 
Holy Spirit's reproof. I am most happy to 
have discovered that good J obn Kent, who 
composed the hymn and gave it to his min
ister with twenty-six others for his selection, 
when be was a young man, afterwards saw 
his error of using such language, and that1 
twenty-eight years a1terwards, he re-modellea 

tl1e hymn, and took away the objectionable 
line, as can be seen in later edition~ of Kent's 
Hymns. DANIEi. SEDGWICK. 

Sun st1-eet, Bishopsgate, 
Nov. 10, 1876. 

D E PT FOR D.-ZION CHAPEL, The 
anniversary of the Sunday school took place 
Oct. 17, when two sermons were preached 
by the pastor, who also gave an address to 
the children and friends in the afternoon. 
A tea and public meeting was held on Mon
day, 18th; about 200 friends sitting down to 
the first, and the chapel well filled for the 
public meetin!\'; the pastor, Mr. J. S. An
derson, presidmit, The secretary, Mr. W. 
J. Nash, read the report, showing 260 
children and 26 teuchers, 17 of whom were 
members of the Church. At the annual 
competitive examination in February 011e of 
the scholars took first prize in senior division, 
while two gained first and three second-class 
certificates. About .£6 worth of books had 
been distributed as prizes to the scholars 
while the scholars in return had presented 
the superintendent, .Mr. Thomas Sparks, 
junior, with a handsome clock under glass 
shade, with a suitable inscription; and four 
teachers had also received handsome presents 
of books from their respective classes. The 
school had contributed liberally towards 
various agencies for doing good. There 
were Bible classes for young men and 
women, and a Young Men's Mutual Im
provement Society, all well supported. After 
the report had been read, the chairman, ht 
the name of the scholars and teache1'S, asked 
the secretary's acceptance of a very beautiful 
electro-plate tea · and coffee service, as a 
memento of their affection and esteem, and 
a slight acknowledgment of his long services, 
having been connected with the school nearly 
a quarter of a century. Addresses were de
livered by the senior deacon, Mr. Matthews, 
and minidterial brethren Alderson, Dearsly, 
Meeres Masterson, and Langford. The 
collecti~ns amounted to over ,£14. On Nov. 
5, by invitation of the secretary and his 
wife, Mr. and Mrs. Nash, teachers, elder 
scholars, and friends, to the numbers of about 
eighty, met for tea, and were very agreeably 
entertained. Short addre..-ses and readings 
were given during the evening by the pastor, 
deacons, and several teachers, intersperse« 
with singing. Coffee was served about ten, 
shortly after which the friends separated, 
highly pleased with their evening's enter
tainment. - T. G. c. ARMSTRONG, 30, 
Rokeby road, New Cross, S.E. 

HOMERTON.-Mr. Lodge's first anni
versary at Homerton row was celebrated 
Nov. 8, 1875. The Church and congrega
tion took tea; and at public meeting the 
pastor reviewed his first year's work there 
with gratitude to God for the honour and 
help conferl'ed upon him and the people with 
him. By baptism, and dismissal, many have 
been added to the Church; and his faith is 
strong in a great work yet to be done. We 
have not room this month for the full report 
and poetry. 
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MR. ALDERSON'S "FIDELITY." 
[We have written explanatory notes on this 

controversy, which we withhold until con
venient. We ask our readers to suspend 
their judgment until they have read our 
notes. Those severe critics who reproach 
us for inserting Mr. Congreve's letter 
are rquested to be quiet: we will (D.v.) 
answer them. This month we can only 
insert Mr. Spencer and Mr. Congreve. 
-ED.] 

MR. CHARLES SPENCER ON THE NOTE 
OF MR. G. T. CONGREVE, 

To the Editor of the "Earthen Vessel." 
Srn,-After so many years of :friendship 

and Church membership with my esteemed 
brother Congreve, I am much pained to be 
compelled publicly to protest against the 
course he has taken in defending Mr. 
Alderson's Lecture on " Ministerial Fide
lity;" and I must say I wonder how Mr. Con
greve, a deacon of a Strict Baptist Church, 
can endorse Mr. Alderson's sentiments; for if 
he be right, then we,asadenomination, are in 
deadly error: and I, for one, would very soon 
leave it, rather than belong to a denomina
tion holding the horrid and God-dishonouring 
dogma of Antinomianism ; considering it 
would be a disg-race to be connected with 
such a body. -Bless God, such is not the 
truth ; we do not wish to continue in sin 
that grace may abound; but are as desirous 
as any other Christians that our light may 
so shine before men that others may take 
knowledge of us that we have been with 
Jesus. Neither will I allow ;'\fr. Alderson to 
say, unchallenged, that we are bigots, because 
we are determined to maintain our distinctive 
principles, believing that decision for God, 
His truth and commands, is not bigotry, but 
consistency. 

I cannot agree with the following sentence 
in Mr. Congreve's letter, wherein he says, 
" I cannot see any part of the Lecture which 
ought to give offence to our Strict BaptM 
brethren, if they hold the truth in love." 
On the contrary, I Bee very little of which 
they can approve : tor in it we are desig
nated as opposed to progress, because we will 
not change our creed : that we are indolent, 
and have no brain-capacity; and are sneered 
at because some may have made the assertion 
that through grace they have made no 
change in their sentiments for upwards of 
forty years. Why should we change ? We 
have the same God; the same Saviour; the 
same Spirit ; the same Gospel ; the same 
faith; the same ordinances; the same Bible; 
and the same distinguishin!l' doctrines ot 
grace. Why, then, should we change our 
creed to meet the so-called enlightened spirit 
of the age ? Above all-of holding that 
awful dogma of Antinomians, which means 
a perversion of Calvin's doctrine ( or the 
Word of God, as taught by Calvin) to the 
worst of purposes. I only wonder how Mr. 
Alderson, wlio appears to be possessed of such 
a large mind, and has such. extensive views 
of truth, could be so long identified with 
such an unprincipled sect. . 

Why, sir, if the Strict Baptists were to 

remain silent after receivin~ from one, pro
fessing to be one of their mimsters, such cruel 
and untruthful charges, the sooner the de
nomination ceases to exist the better. 

If Mr. Alderson really knows of any 
portion of our Church or Churches who are 
guilty of the crimes he attributes to the 
whole of our denomination, he would, if he 
wished to maintain his ministerial fidelity, 
name them; and not condemn the whole 
body in the uncourteous manner which he 
has done. 

Believing the assertions in the Lecture to 
be a mistake, the following quotation in Mr. 
Congreve's letter is not applicable:-" Have 
I therefore become your enemy because I 
have told you the truth?'' 

I am quite certain Mr. Hall, in the 
course he has taken, has only been 
actuated by one motive, that is, to defend 
the honour of his Master's name in con
tending for the faith once delivered to the 
saints, and in giving any publicity to his 
pamphlet, it has only been done with a desire 
to counteract any evil that might arise from 
the publication of the Lecture; for, what
ever number of copies may be sold, Mr. 
Hall will be a great loser, in a monetary point 
of view; and if Mr. Ak!erson thinks he is 
injured, he has only himself to thank for 
his own acts. 

Allow me to say, I think the whole of the 
Strict Baptist denomination are much in
debted to Mr. Hall for his manly and 
Christian determination to maintain our 
principles, they being in accordance with the 
infallible Word of God. 

I am, dear Sir, Yours in Gospel bonds, 
CHARLES SPENCER, 

St. John's Manor road, 
Upper Lewisham road, Nov. 15, 1875. 

MR. G. T. CONGREVE ON A REVIEW 
OF MR. ALDERSON'S LECTURE. 

MR. EDITOR,-! thank you for the in
sertion of my letter of last month referring 
to our brother Alderson, and to the " at
tempts " that have been made in print to 
injure his reputation on account of his 
recent Lecture on "Ministerial Fidelity." 

Having received a series of letters on this 
subject, it may be well that I should state 
clearly what I mean. 

The "attempts" to which I refer are not 
a certain tract written by our brother Hall, 
for I cannot say that I have had time pro
perly to read it, and I fear it might provoke 
interminable discussion were I to do so; but 
more especially a review of that tract which 
has appeared in a certain magazine. Under 
the shew of treating Mr. Alc.lersou tenderly, 
he is spoken of as an "old man who once 
stood high among the causes of truth." Ig
norance and iu tolerance are imputed to him. 
It is added, as a reason why he should be 
treated gently!-" the lips that uttered the 
offending sentences will ere very long be 
sealed in the silence of death." (The bad 
taste and utter want of delicacy manifested 
here need no comment.) "Our unhappy 
friend" (it is saill) "ruig·ht have been spared 
the shame ol rebukes so cutting" (exqui$ite 
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Irony this ! ) Then the writer winds up by 
saying "ii 11:race be given him to confess his 
error, WE think WE may ossure him that 
ver,· hearty .forgivene.•s will be accorded to 
him," and that "he may hope to regain the 
honourable position in our midst which he 
has u11happily for,feited.'' (May it be 
asked '' who constituted the re,•iewer the 
confidential mouthpiece of the denomina
tion?") But the part which especially calls 
for censure is that in which Mr. A. is charged 
"'.ith makin!l" "cruel and wicked allega
tions." Tins charge has been circulated far 
and wide, and if it be not one which, in the 
ordinary way, would injure a minister's repu
tation, I do not know what is. I speak of 
itas an" attempt "-for it is only an attempt, 
and will fail. I use the word in that sense 
only. 

'l'he re,·iew in question, and extracts from 
it, have been doubtless read by many who 
had never seen the Lecture, and therefore 
could not judge for themselves. The Lecture 
was not written tor publication. Remarks 
made in public alter its delivery rendered it 
necessary tor Mr. Alderson to print it, simply 
for his own people, that they might see it 
and form an opinion ot it tor themselves. 
Some friend (I am informed), without Mr. 
A.'s knowledge, sent a copy to some of the 
Baptist ministers. The sarcasm of the re
viewer, as to the omission of a publisher's 
name, and the supposed rushing in vain to 
" the Row" tor copies which untold gold 
would not procure, were therefore quite out 
of place. 

It has been said by a writer in your own 
iournal that our brother Alderson in his 
l.ecture has levelled the charge of A ntinomi
anism against the Strict Baptist body and its 
ministers. I certainly find the word "An
tinomian'' in one sentence, and what a bug
bear is made of it! It is pos,ible that, bad 
the Lecture been revised for the press, instead 
of honestly printed woro. for word as de
livered, Mr. A. might have used some other 
term instead. As it is, he simply speaks of 
"eliminating the Antinomian element." 
I tear there is in some qnartei-s a tendency to 
that state of things which though not "An
tinomianism" itself, borders upon it,-and to 
this I presume, our brother alluded. Cer
tainiy this sentence cannot be fairlr con_str~ed 
into a sweeping charge of AntmomlRllllim 
against our denomination in general. 

The very word "eliminate " which is of 
Latin derivation (from e and limen, gen. 
liminis), signifies the turning out of doo~s 
that which is foreign-not natural. It IS 
most used as a medical term. It a man gets 
something into his circulation which may be 
a nucleus or element of fever, that element 
is not a constituent of his blood but a foreign 
element which may be developed into fever, 
and we talk of eliminating it. This wonder
ful phrase, the "eliminating the Antinomian 
element," h~ been made much more of than 
Mr. A. ever mtended. 

And yet,-is it not the fact that by some 
(I tiust very few)-the Sunday school is 
simply tolerated, earnest Christian work is 
pronounced Arminian, Missions are dis-

couraged, and conve1·sions among other 
sects questioned if not disbelieved. And when 
things are at a low ebb and conversions are 
a strange thing with themselves, there is a 
placid reference to the sovereignty of God, 
and "Zion is under a cloud." The hearers 
are told that " the elect will be saved and the 
non-elect be condemned, do what they will." 
True,-but here we see it possible to present 
even truth in such an injudicious wni os to 
do harm. This, I apprehend, is the ' heart
hardening feature" referred to by Mr. A. 
Brethren (I would say), let us" elimmate 
this element" wherever it may have crept 
in, and let ns be more earnest for winning 
souls. 

The remarks in onr brother Alderson's 
Lecture relative to " want of thought," and 
" brain power," have been a cause ot further 
offence. I presume that bis meaning is not 
that we want new Truths, but clearer and 
larger conceptions of the Truths we believe. 
There are some ministers ( I trust they are 
few) who glory in being illiterate men. They 
sneer at colleges and talk about man-made 
parsons and God-made ministers. I cannot 
lind that since the apostle's days God hos 
qualified His ministers by miraculous gifts. 
( I speak here of the power of thought and 
language,-not of experimental knowledge of 
Truth.) These men affect to despise human 
learning; bnt as teachers, it is their duty to 
seek it, or they will be behind the times. Are 
we to hear the same phrases, the same 
metaphors, the same ideas only that we did 
" forty years ago 1 " Can yon wonder that 
congregations are small and hearers get 
tired in such case; not tired of the truth, 
i>ut of the everlasting monotony of the 
serving it up? Surely it will not be denied 
that there is need of improvement in this. 

Again, it has been said publicly and by 
letter that onr brother is a '' duty-faith man." 
(The term, like Antinomianism on the other 
side, is a scarecrow.) He is not-in the 
sense intended. But I think he feels what I 
and many more strongly feel ;-that there 
is too much of a one-sided preaching among 
us; tor, while there is a precious opening 
up of the sovereign purposes and deep things 
ot God to comfort and edify the established 
believer, there is too often a keeping in the 
backg·round the glorious, and blessed, and 
free invitations of the Word of God, and the 
consequence is there is not that blessing in 
the con version of sinners among us ( as a 
body) that we desire. God works by means
and means must not be ignored. 

In conclusion I am tempted to remark, 
Why should thi• Lecture be made a matter of 
personal feeling? Who among our brethren 
can shew that they are personally challenged? 
Jf the cap fits any let them wear it. But 
l'ather, I would say, let those who have read 
the Lecture profit by whatever it contains 
that may commend itself' as good either in 
exhortation, admonition, or !'eproof ;-bnt 
let those who cannot approve every part of it, 
remembering that the Lecture was not in
tended fo1· general publication when deliver
ed, nor ever revised for I hat purpose, l'estrain 
their bitterness, and speak their thoughts in 
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love. I am, dear Bir, yours in the Gospel of 
Christ, GEo. Tnos. CoNGREVE, 

P .8.-Bince writing the above I have re
ceived a letter from our brother Hall referring 
to the handbills which I mentioned in your 
November Magazine, denying that they were 
sent for the purpose of being "placed in the 
pews of the chapels," and asking me to cor
rect the error. This I readily do. The in
ference was natural and was drawn by others 
beside myself. It appears they were accom
panied by a printed slip of paper requesting 
them to be "distributed to members of the 
congregation." Whatever was intended to 
be the 11Wde ol distl'ibu tion is of little con
sequence; the principle is the same. 

KENT.-Orpington station, October 18, 
1875. While waiting for the last train this 
night I note down one line to record the 
Lord's mercy. In Old Bethesda chapel, 
Orpington, this evening, we have been com
forted. The hymns were truly grand-some 
of Watts' rich, Christ-endearing songs of 
praise were very beautifully sung. The 
thirty-second Psalm was expressive of the 
completeness of God's forgiveness of His 
people; and the unerring test of a godly 
man came home to my heart, where it says, 
" For this shall every one that is godly pray 
unto Thee in a time of finding;" or," when 
Thou mnyest be found." Surely for forgive
ness from the Lord I have secretly and 
solemnly cried many, ah! many times; and 
that'fol'giveness must, by every godly seeker, 
be found in the Lord Jesus Christ. Another 
thing flew out of my soul, too, this evening, 
and it was this :-To the true children of 
God I said, there has never been a sore trial 
overtaken you yet but, sooner or later, there 
has been a promise of deliverance realised. 
And that day will never come, when God's 
promise of strength for that day will not 
come also. Bless His name! Orpington 
has lost its Govel'S, Willoughbys1 Hamblins, 
Deacon, Sales, and other dear ll'iends; but 
the Lord has raised up more. The chapel is 
clean, well lighted, and Christ's own Gospel 
is there,jn proclaimed. As I walked from 
the office this day to Cannon street station, 
the thought troubled me for a moment that 
there is everywhere now such religious riot
ing that the Church can 11:et no rest. A 
voice from heaven once sBid, " They have 
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 
If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded though one 
rose from the dead.'' May we not add, as 
regards all the great talkers and writers 
against our Lore's doctrine and commands, 
" They have Christ and His apostles : if they 
hear not them, neither will they be per
suaded though a thousand witm'sses rose 
from the dead." We are come into an age 
of hardness, of dry tnlk, of disobedience, and 
of carelessnss~ to Christ and His words. I 
see and feel it everywhere; but I nm only 

AN OLD ,. EARTIIEN VESSEJ .. " 

NOTTING HILL.-Pnrticular and Strict 
Baptist ch11pel, 8ilver street. Our services 
in aid of building tund were Lord"s.day, 

Oct. 17, 1875. Two sermons: morning by 
brother Stringer. He noticed the great sub
ject to be preached-the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The great encouragement: "'rhe hand of 
the Lord was with them.'' The g,·eat suc
ceSll: " Many believed and turned to the 
Lord.'' In evening our respected plldtor, 
R. G. Edwards, from 1 Chron. xxix. He 
spoke of thanksgiving,-" Now, therefore, 
our God, we thank 'l'hee, and prai,e Thy 
!l"lorious name." Humility,-" But who am 
I, and what is my people, that we should be 
able to offer so willingly after this sort? " 
Acknowledgment,-" For all things come of 
'l'bee, and of Thine own have we given 
Thee." These subjects were handled by 
workmen that need never to be ashamed. 
On Tuesday afternoon Mr. J. Hazelton 
preaclied from Heh. ix. 24, shewiog-1. That 
our beloved Lord had entered heaven for us ; 
2. The sacriftce of Jesus Christ had been 
accepted; 3. There is a very important con
nection between Christ and His people; and, 
4. That Jesus appears for His people indi
vidually. We could from our very heart 
say, "It was good for us to be there." Tea 
was provided by the ladies. At public 
meeting our esteemed friend, T. Pirkworth, 
Esq,, ably filled the chair. Brethren C. W. 
Banks, Gander, Bardens, Stringer, Winters, 
and Beazley addressed the meeting in terms 
of brotherly kindness and sympathy. Col
lection& good; people happy; and after about 
fifty pounds had been promised by several 
friends, a hearty vote ot thanks was pa&•ed to 
the ctlairman and the doxology was sung. 
Our prayer is that the God of all grace may 
shine upon us as a Church and people; that 
our Zion may still prosper; and that many 
who are now out of the way may be brought 
to know a precious Saviour, fall at the foot
stool of His mercy, with a " God be merciful 
to me a sinner." Amen and Amen.
CHARLES ATKINSON, 14, Devonshire ter
race, Notting bill gate. 

REHOBOTH, CLAPHAM. - DEAR 
BROTHER BANKS,-We regretted to find 
your meeting wa~ fixed for the same date as 
ours, because it disappointed us of your com
pany. We had a pleasant meeting. Our re
cognition services will be long 1·emembered 
by all present. Mr. Hazelton preached a most 
excellent discourse from Acts viii. 5,
" Then Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria and preached Christ unto them·'
a full Christ, a whole Christ, in His life, 
death, and resun·ection. It was a grand 
charge to the pastor to preach Christ in 
season and out of season. About seventy
five took tea. At evening sen·ice the vener
able 8. Ponsford, in the chair, called a friend 
to pray. The chairman requested oue of the 
deacons to state bow the Church cnme to 
ask Mr. Brindle to become their pastor; who 
replied, " We were as sheep without an 
under shepherd. One good brother after 
another had been invited to supply; even
tually brothel' Brindle came for three months; 
then for six months; then he was asked to 
take the oversight. Our brother said, ' Let 
it be as it is.' We were anxious that the 
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union should be settled: we pressed the 
matter; brother Brindle consented ; and we 
now meet to recognise the union." The 
chairman asked Mr. Brindle to state his 
call to the same, which being satisfactory, 
the chairman requested one of the· deacons 
to unite hands in the name of the Church, 
and declared the knot was tied. Brother 
Beazley gave some kind words of encourage
ment to the pastor. Brother Nugent said a 
few words on the wedding. Brethren H. 
Hall, Battson, and Page addre&<ed us. Our 
ei.teemed chr.irman closed the meeting by 
prayer. JACOBUS. 

RICHMOND, SURREY. 
"REHOBOTH," PARK SHOT. - Re

opening and second anniversary of the 
Church and congregation attending• the 
ministry of W. J. Gooding was commemo
rated on Tuesday, Nov. 2. Mr. C. Marston 
opened the service ; C. ,iv. Banks read and 
offered prayer; Thomas Stringer preached 
from " Open ye the gates, that the righteous 
nation which keepeth the truth may enter 
in.'' 

There was a full chapel in the evening. 
James Mote, Esq., presided at the evening 
meeting. After singing together, 

"RcviYe Thy work in Zion, Lord," 
Brother Frith asked for a blessing on the 
meetin~. 

Pastor Gooding then gave an account of 
receipts and expenditure. In the providence 
of God they found the chapel to let 011 31st 
December last, when they were thinking of 
erecting one, but thought it were better to 
hire. On January 6 they made an offer 
which wa.s accepted; but they had been kept 
waiting six months. Two yea1·s ago they 
first a.•sembled in the name of the Lortl. 
They had been graciously upheld and kept 
together; and truly, 

" God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonderi: to perform.'' 

They have expended on "Reboboth,'' £,37 
2s. 6d. This was all cleared ott that evening. 

C. W. Banks said there were lour things 
that interesteo him in that meeting. [We 
asked him to give bis address in full in this 
report. It may come in next month.] 

Mr. Masterson expressed his pleasure at 
being pre;,cnt in tbis nice chapel; their being 
here was a proof that God not only hea~s but 
answers prayer. Here the Gospel will be 
preached, Christ exalted, and, be trusted, by 
the Spirit's power, sinners would be brought 
to Jesus. Their past history as a Church 
shews God has been witb tbem in an in
structive way. He bas been witb you in 
His biding and protecting power, and has 
proved your Fortress and stronir Tower. 
He has been with you in His sympathising 
presence · has been guiding you by His 
counsel, 'aud finaUy will receive you into 
glory. 

Brother Sufager felt thankful there were 
a fow in every town who love and will have 
the truth. "The house was filled with the 
gl01·y of the Lord " was his theme : fully 
and blessedly elucidated. 

Brother Brittain e-ave a thoughtful speech 
explaiuiug the distmctive principles of th; 
people everywhere spoken against as opposed 
to the teaching of Arminlus. 

Brother Gooding·, in the name of the 
Church, thanked the friends for their pre
sence nnd liberality ; and the meeting closed 
with singing 

"Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding." 
A LONDON SPARROW, 

OUR MINISTERS' WIDOWS,-My 
DEAR SXR,-In the Baptist Al1nanacltfor
several years past there has appeared an ad
vertisement for the " Widows' Fund " an 
institution which only requires to be known 
to be appreciated and supported. I enclose 
you Qne of its reports, and would ask you to
make it widely known in the columns of the 
Em·then Vessel, and thus induce the wealthy 
mem hers of our Churches to support it, and 
enable the widows of our poor ministers to
secure an annuity of £12 for life, rather than 
depend upon the precarious almso-iving of the 
Churches, which can only last" for a short 
time after the death of their husbands. The 
widow of my first pastor (who was left with 
a family of young children) has been in re
ceipt of an annuity of £12 for several years 
past, and will enjoy it for the rest of her 
life, subject to the conditions of the Fund• 
and the widow of our late brother Attwood: 
of Camberwell, had it up to the time of her 
death. By looking down the list of the 
English widows you will recognise others 
whose husbands you knew. Something ought 
to be done for the widows of our pastors, 
whose incomes scarcely average that of a 
good mechanic, and prevent them laying by 
anything for either widows or orphans.
Yours faithfully, JAB. MOTE, 1, Walbrook, 
London, E.C., Nov. 12, 1875. 

STOKE NEWINGTON.-Mount Zion 
chapel in Matthias road has gone from our 
section. Messrs. Pepper, Cornwell, Brown, 
Hunt, R. Howard, and many ministers have 
witnessed for Christ and His Gospel ,therein. 
But, alas! the place has been closed. Why 
is this? We went in nearly at the end and 
delivered a short discourse from " The king
dom of God is not in word, but in power." 
"Ah ! " said one, "you have just entered 
into the cause of our sorrow. We have had 
the word, but not the power." It fills our 
heart with grief to find eo many of the 
Churches sinking because the ministry of 
the Gospel goes forth not with a convicting, 
converting, Christ-revealing power. Should 
we not call a solemn assembly, and unitedly 
cry unto God? 

HERTFORD.-We had pleasant meeting 
in our Ebenezer, Oct. 21, to bid farewell toa 
beloved brother as deacon, who has left us for 
London. Our pastor, It. Bowles, delivered 
cheerful address, and our e~teemed brother 
T. Austin, of Hackney, gave a good homely 
sermon. Hertford being his birthplace, he 
1·eviewed the past with pleasing remini
scences. 
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