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THE EAR'fHEN VESSEL 
AND 

.A FEW WORDS WITH 
WHICH TO 

"0 may my last expiring breath 
His lovingkindness siug in death." 

FRiENDS, .AND FOES, .AND NEUTRAL READERS,-When I 
try to look back upon the last five or six-and-thirty years, I am 

overcome with the effort. To remember all the way, to recount all the 
paths of pain and of pleasure through which I have been led, seems 
impossible. Enough, however, can I review, on both sides of the 
question, deeply to humble my soul in the dust before a just and 
righteous, a holy and a merciful God, on the one hand; and quite 
sufficient can I see and reflect upon in the past, to cause me to wish 
most intensely, with heart, and lip, and life, to glorify the Lord God of 
Israel; whose, I trust, I am; and whom to serve with pure zeal, with 
entire devotion, with burning love, and with a faith, firm and frnitfol, 
is the solemn prayer of my soul, day and night, before the throne. 

That a kind providence should have spared me, continuously, for 
more than thirty-one years to conduct, to publish, and to send forth this 
monthly (by thousands, by tens of thousands, by hundreds of thousands, 
yea, in the aggregate, by millions), silently astonishes, and solemnly im
presses my mind. In the sight of the Almighty God, I have one 
·strong desire, that, with the apostle, I might truly exclaim, " For me to 
live is Christ," and that to die, may be eternal gain. How near I am to 
the end of my work on the earth is to me unknown. As yet, blessed 
be God, my heart is full of love to the work, my strength has been 
equal to my day; and, although recently, 1 have spoken publicly eleven 
times in eight days; and have travelled hither and thither, through 
weather sharp and trying; yet," the eternal God has been my Refuge;'' 
underneath have been the everlasting arms; shoes of iron and brass 
have sustained me; and all that I can desire is contained in that very 
ancient prayer:-

" Remember me, O Lord, with the favour that Thou bearest unto 
Thy people; 

VoL. XXXII. JANUARY, 1876.J B 



6 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

0 ,isit me with Thy salvation, 
That I may see the good of Thy chosen, 
That I may rejoice in the gladness of Thy nation, 
That I may glory with Thine inheritance.'' 
My heart, and soul, and conscience, all the powers of the inner man, 

do exdaim at the end of that six-fold petition. 

" For ever wHh the Lord, 
Amen ! so let it be, 

Life from tbe dead is in that word, 
'Tis Immortality ! '• 

The life and labours of an Editor are not all pleasantness and peace. 
Three things ha,e for years se,erely tried me. 

The first, has been receiving, reading, and closely examining the 
heaps of books, pamphlets, papers, letters, and communications of every 
kind, which flow in from most parts of the United Kingdom; from all 
the Colonies; from the United States; and from the islands of the seas. 
What to do with quantities of them is a continual source of perplexity. 
On the shelves are laid bundles of excellent writings: but room for 
many cannot be found. Give me the means wherewith to issue a 
weekly Earthen Vessel; then I might meet the wants -of thousands of 
the friends of truth. Until then, I cannot. 

A second source of much grief is the increasing controversies in the 
Churches. Oh, these dissensions and divisions; these perpetual E\trifes 
in the different tribes of the Israel of God, are heart-breaking to me. 
I cannot; I dare not; I will not say, as some do, "Careless-myself a 
dying man-of dying men's esteem." That appears a mistake. No 
man, who has any true sympathy, any self-respect, any holy love for 
the brethren, will dare to write down that expression as the feeling of 
his own mind. Only the untrwd can adopt a sentiment so opposed to 
the tender, the loving, the charitable, the spiritual, the sensitive 
faculties of a real Christian's heart. Sirs! I have seen and heard 
many boast in this way; but they have fallen. I dare not thus 
speak. I have laboured for the Gospel's sake, for Christ's honour, and 
for the Church's benefit. I hav~ so sought to commend myself, and 
my work, to every good man's conscience, as in the sight of God, that 
they might, for truth's sake, esteem me, NOT as a hireling; not as a 
hypocrite, not as a dissembler, not as one simply seeking every man's 
applause; but that they might be experimentally constrained to receive 
me, and to co-operate with me as one that had obtained mercy, and as 
one called of God, in a small measure, to feed "the flock of slaughter." 
But, alas ! through heavy sorrows and gross misrepresentations, for 
many years I have laboured on in the ministry, ever learning that nearly 
all the well-fed and well-paid of all denominations were hurling their 
reproaches on me. Though oft cast down, never yet destroyed. " I 
am for peace I " Peace in my home I much enjoy. Peace in our 
Church we are favoured with. And to all the wrestling Jacobs in 
Christendom I still say,-

' Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
They shall prosper that love Thee.'' 

There is a third cause of pain, which is the uprising of every kind 
of determined opposition against some parts of the doctrines promul-
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gated, and i,he discipline commanded by our Lord and Saviour ,Jesus 
Christ. One cannot but think of Zechariah's prophecy; or of the 
Lord's words by him, where he saith, " the streets of the city shall be 
full of boys and girls playing in the streets thereof!" Awful, to my 
mind, is the almost universal 

"PLAYING WITH RELIGION," 

which, in great variety, and, to the promoters, of much value-is this 
artificial and sensational kind of amusement found t"' be ! Hundreds 
of thousands follow in the wake, and support it wonderfully too. 

I know of no religion worthy of the .name but that which comes 
direct from God through Christ, down into the soul, by the indwelling 
of the Spirit, the application and unfolding of " the Word," and the 
consequent production of that faith which overcometh the world, 
because it worketh by love, and purifieth the heart. It is-

•~ This religion that can give 
Sweetest pleasures while we live; 
And this religion will supply 
Solid comfort when we die." 

To Gospel preachers, pastors, and all professing members of oar 
· Churches, in all parts of Zion, I appeal, and I ask, 

"WHAT? AND WHERE IS THIS GODLY RELIGION? 

Very recently I have ventured to express the deep conviction of my 
soul that "the faith of God's elect," " the faith which worketh by lo,e," 
the faith which is of the operation of the Eternal Spirit, is a living, 
loving, and growing confidence in a four-fold Divinity: the Divinity of 
God, "our Father;" the Divinity and co-eternity of God, "our Re
deemer;" the Divinity of God," the Holy Ghost,"" the Comforter;" 
and the Divinity of "the Holy Bible," "the Book," "the Word of 
God;" the Revelation of Jehovah's mind, will, purpose, and counsel; 
yea, and of His one great design, the exaltation of oar Lord Jesus 
Christ in the highest heavens, in the hearts of His people, and in the 
ultimate overthrow of all the finally hardened and wicked enemies of a 
merciful and gracious Three-One God. 
, One of the beauties, excellencies, and wonderful benefits of "the 
Holy Bible" is its adaptation to all the necessities and changing trials 
· of heaven-born believers in the adorable Christ of God. Nearly fifty 
years of my life have been spent in the contemplation of this rich and 
holy treasure; and my knowledge of it, my confidence in it, have been 
increased by its continually meeting me, and speaking to me, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost, in whatever state, trial, affliction, or sorrowful 
plight I may have been found. God's Word has been, indeed, " the 
man of my counsel:" it hath warned me, it has sharply reproved me, 
it has corrected, instructed and directed me. But, alas ! how often, 
in years long since past away, did I turn a deaf ear unto its secret ad
monitions; and I can, in measure, understand the intent of that 
splendid, that merciful, that wholesome expostulation of the Lord, 
written in Isaiah, where He saith, "Thus saith the Lord, thy Re
deemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the Lord thy God which teacheth 
-thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shoulclest go." 
The Lord did this in my case. As a loving, tender, holy Father, He 
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taught me such blessed truths as were, and have been, for my soul's 
profit, for many, many years. But what does He mean by the following 
verse: "0, that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had 
thy peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the 
sea." There came a cloud: it blinded, for the time, one's eyes, stopped 
up one's ears, and paralysed all those powers which were consecrated 
unto God; and when it had sunk me almost to death eternal, and 
to despair most awful, like Ilezekiah, my soul cried, "Behold for 
peace I had great bitterness!" and the bitterest waters rolled within 
and without, until, in the majesty of mercy, and in the royal dignity of 
love, He appeared again, causing me to exclaim, "But Thou hast, in 
love to my soul, delivered it from the pit of corruption, for Thou hast. 
cast all my sins behind Thy back." 

Oh, my beloved friends, this realised truth has often made my heart 
to leap for joy, and with my soul and with my tongue I have secretly 
and publicly exclaimed:-" The living, the living he shall praise Thee, as. 
I do this day; the father to the children shall make known Thy truth." 
The painful penalties following from turning a deaf ear to the loving 
voice of Him whose teachings and revealings had been so much to my 
profit, caused me to warn all who heard me against a mere careless, or· 
abstract profession; hence, as our brother Thomas Stringer often told 
the people, when he came into Crosby Row Chapel to hear me, during· 
the first years of my second ministry, he always found me in the Seventh 
of Romans. I did not know that it was so : but I have often con
sidered there was this difference between him and myself: he was on 
the tops of the mountains, shouting out-" Let the inhabitants of the
Rock sing;" while I was down in the valley, like a dove in mourning. 
I could not get up to him; and, it may be, he could not come down, 
to me. Hence, for years, we seldom came together. I am still in the 
valley of humiliation; nearly all the ministers I have ever known are 
high up on the hills, and some on the lofty mountains. They have 
never known me: I know but very little of them. My work for 
between thirty and forty years has been to run into nearly all parts of 
the kingdom, instrumentally, to heal the wounded; to bind up the 
broken-hearted; sometimes to preach deliverance to the captives; and 
to cry "Peace, peace," to every living soul in Jesus whose hearts were 
knit to Him-whether they were near, or whether they were afar off. 

The spontaneous cry which sprung up in my soul many years ago,. 
as I walked down Mr. Price's Bank-declivity, in Herefordshire, has, I 
must hope, been answered in the experience of hundreds. Then my 
heart was breaking for the longing I had for His salvation; and, without 
knowing what I was going to say, I quietly sung in a mournful strain,. 
as down to Pmlbrook I wandered,-

" 0, my gracious God and Saviour, 
Pity, pardon my poor soul; 

Let me Jive for Thee, and labour 
To make wounded sinners whole! 

Then-on shores beyond the river
May I see our glorious Giver. 

There for ever! yes! for ever ! ! 
Let me--<>rown Thee-Lord of All!!!" 

The first part of this rhyming prayer has been verified in many, as their 
letters and testimonies declare. Shall the second fail? The Psalmist. 
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presents a prayer which-now-enters into the secret vitals of my soul• 
and which prayer in faith I pour out, as a secret speech, at the footstool 
of heaven:-" Now, also (unto old age and grey hairs-see margin of 
Psalm lxxi.), 0 God, forsake me not, until I have shewed Thy strength 
unto this generation, and Thy power to every one that is to come!" 
"Thou which hast shewed me great and sore troubles shalt quicken me 
again, and shalt bring me up again from the depths of the earth." 

".Amen! HalJelujah" faith helps us to sing; 
'Tie the Father's good pleasure-we honour the King. 

In commencing this Thirty-Second Volume, then, of " THE EARTHEN 
VESSEL AND CHRISTIAN RECORD," dear readers and friends, I desire, 
honestly and affectionately, to give you the precious words which have 
very recently been given to me with a soft anointing in my own soul, 
and wherein, again, I have had some discovery of the position the Lord 
designed me to occupy in the midst of His poor and afflicted family. 
During the whole period of my two-and-thirty years' mission in different 
parts of England, and around the Welsh mountains, I have had occa
sional seasons wherein the experience of Job has been mine. 

Nearly thirty years since I was suddenly called upon to preach for 
the late Mr. James Wells, in Red Cross Street, where, at that time, he 
regularly preached on a Friday evening. As I went to that service on 
the evening referred to, the following Scripture came to my mind, "He 
holdeth back the face of His throne, and spreadeth His cloud upon it." 
From that text I delivered a short discourse; but as the people had 
come, not to hear me, but Mr. Wells; and as my subject was on the 
severe trial of faith, which, perhaps, all professors are not exercised 
with, my preaching did not appear very agreeable; but, from time to 
time, during the whole of my life it has appeared unto me as though 
the throne of God, and the face of His throne, which can be none other 
than the Lord Jesus Himself, were entirely hidden from me: but then 
these trials have always, as yet, prepared the way for the application, 
the opening up, and the experimental knowledge of some portion of the 
Word, which I had never fully realised before. 

So it came to pass at the end of last November, outward trials 
gathered around me: thick darkness covered my soul; many appeals for 
help from poor godly people came fast upon me. I ran with all the 
help I could get, to succour and comfort them; but those three verses 
in David's 71st Psalm appeared to express my state of soul in measure. 
He was talking to the Lord as often I try to do, he said, "l\fine enemies 
speak against me; they that watch for my soul take counsel together, 
saying, God bath forsaken him, persecute and take him, for there is 
none to deliver him" (and I can give the names of two minister~, 
both now living, who have told me how, in ministerial councils, this 
wa~ the case literally and truly, and although the chiefs ar~ gone. to 
then· graves, some of their successors do the same): thereto re, hke 
David, I cried, "0 God, be not far from me; 0 my God, make haste 
for my help." 

WHAT WAS THE RESULT OF THIS CRYING OUT OF DARKNESS? 
Let me tell you plainly; for out of it cometh my scriptural motto for the 
.New Year: it is 
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A BANNER OF MERCY FOR 1876. 

May the Eternal Spirit of Christ from God the Father write 1t m all 
your precious souls; and then you will rejoice in the Lord, and antici
pate a glorious entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Sanonr Jesus Christ. . 

This was the result. On Friday evening, Dec. 3, 1875, I went into my 
bedroom late and lonely, after a hard day's work; no one knew the 
so1Tow of my heart arising out of the felt absence of the presence of my 
best Friend (for I will never make others miserable with my misery if 
I can a-void it). In my quiet mood, I took up my Bible, and opened 
(without expecting anything particular then) right on the foi·ty-first of 
Isaiah; and the first words which stood out in bold relief which I read 
with sacred sensation, were these:-

" FEAR THOU NOT; FOR I AM WITH THEE: 

BE NOT DISMAYED; FOR I AM THY GOD: 

I WILL STRENGTHEN THEE; 

Yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of My riqhteousness." 

I read out loud from the eighth to the end of the fourteenth verse; a 
short time in prayer; and peaceful slumbers carried me through the 
night. In that golden portion of our Lord's merciful speech to His 
own beloved Israel vcu have 

1. The Father declaring His relationship. " I am thy God." " I 
have chosen thee, and not cast thee away." 

2. The Son expressing the completeness of His mediatorial work. "I 
will help thee" (in My Priestly office; by My Spirit; in the ministry of 
My Word, and in fulfilling all My promises: I will help thee), " saith the 
Lord; and thy Redeemer-the Holy One of Israel.'' You have 

3. The Spirit-the Comforter-giving assurance that whatever cloud 
may darken thy mind for the time, yet, saith He, "Fear not, for I am 
with thee." 

4. The character of saving grace is written in detail. " Thou, 
Israel, art My servant:" there is the service of grace; it leads the soul 
to serve the Lord. There is the supremacy of grace: "Jacob whom I 
have chosen." Election by God precedes calling by the Spirit. Then 
the secret source or channel of grace: " the seed of Abraham, my friend.". 
There is your beirsbip, and lineal descent. Now comes 

5. The opposers of Thy soul, the persecutors of that sovereign grace 
which is in Thee. In the margin of verses 11 and 12 they are called 
" the men of Thy strife," " the men of Thy contention," " the men of 
Thy war:" ther.e three armies have come against this poor scribbler 
many, many years. Where are some of them now? I must not here 
describe them; only notice, 

Last of all, the triumphs of the grace of God,-" I the Lord thy 
God will hold thy right band, saying unto thee, Fear not, I will help 
thee." 

These trials of faith, and these triumphs of Divine mercy, belong 
unto the whole of the Church of Christ: they are the double portion of 
the whole election of grace. Where the trial is now, the triumph will 
follow. Therefore, "ye few men of Israel," despair not. Astonishing 
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as it must be, yet God will thy Refuge be; and in His hand thy safety 
and salvation are secure. Amen. 

Forgive the frailties of one who has now worked with printing-press 
and with pen nearly sixty years. Forgive the details of personal expe
riences. I leave to others the writing of dry essays; and all angry 
controversies I desire to leave to those who feel CALLED to such work. 
Let every godly man speak and write of the application of God's Word
of the unfoldings of the holy mysteries-and of the experience and 
practical results flowing from the fulfilment of our Lord's precious 
promises. Let ministers, and members, and devoted followers of Christ, 
unite in prayers, and in testifying of the Lord's mercies toward them 
individually and collectively. Let us all labour to "put on, as the elect 
of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any man have a quarrel against any; even as Christ 
forgave you, so do ye." Amen. 

The question which was to head this Paper-"What do we know of 
the Baptism of the Holy Ghost? "-arose out of a solemn letter written 
and sent to me by a gentleman residing in Hackney. This gentleman 
was baptized fifty-three years since. In this letter the writer declares 
that during his whole fifty-three years' acquaintance with Baptist 
Churches, he has never witnessed the baptism of the Spirit in connection 
with water baptism. He has spoken to ministers, to deacons, to candi
dates, on this subject; but he says, "The subject has been treated as if 
there was no Holy Ghost promised at the time of baptism," &c. On 
this sacred question letters and books are coming to hand. They must 
wait until we can more fully consider the momentous subject-which is 
now being urged upon us-" What Know We of the Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost?" 

May the Lord arise, and shine upon His people ! There is a 
sad falling away in the case of men who have long been received 
by our Churches. There is a serious lack of spiritual power. Is there 
not a cause? 

May the Lord have mercy upon us all,, and upon His most unworthy 
servant, CHARLES w ATERS BANKS. 

9, Banbury Road, South IIackney, London, E., 
December 14, 1875 . 

.A N E W YE AR ' H P RAYE R. 

DEAR Lord, Thy love renew, 
In mercy bring us near; 

Our every sin and foe subdue 
Throughout this opening year, 

If not already done, 
Implant Thy holy fear; 

Cause us to live on Christ Thy Son 
Throughout this opening year. 

Apply a Saviour's blood, 
By that our spi1·its cheer· 

Give what shall most, prom~te our good 
Throughout this opening year. 

Brixton. 

Defend our souls from harm, 
In tempests dark and drear; 

Support us with Thy loving arm 
'l'hroughout this opening year. 

Thy truth in all its power 
Make more than ever dear ; 

Grant us its succour every hour 
Throughout this opening year. 

And may a Triune God 
Make manifest and clear 

That we are safe, through Jesus' blood, 
Beyond this opening year. 

R. RussELL. 



12 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

\YHAT DO WE KNOW OF FELLOWSHIP IN HEAVENt 
[Truth, like a two-edged sword, cuts in sunder all natural, all 

carnal, all earthly connections; roots up all false and fleshly notions, and 
carries her true disciples up into the higher regions of grace. Truth 
leads her sanctified children into the saving knowledge of that God who 
"is a Spirit;" and she bids and enables them "to worship Him in 
spirit and in truth." This divine power which we call" truth,'' will bear 
the whole of the family up into glory, where the perfect fellowship of all 
the elect angels, with the spirits of just men made perfect, will far ex
ceed all our anticipations of it. Nearly all the profession of religion in 
this day is as natural as is the theory which the following paper proves 
to be without scriptural foundation.-En.J ' 

To THE EDITOR OF "THE EARTHEN VESSEL." 

I T is not my -wish to be egotistical, but, I think, it will be as well that 
I should say a few words by way of preface to the enclosed paper 

concerning myself. I do not wish it to go forth to the many readers of 
your valuable publications that I profess to teach divine truths. I am 
content to take a much lower seat and freely confess myself to be but a 
learner, and a very dull one, of those things which pertain to life and 
godliness. The few thoughts I have jotted down are penn!)d in the 
humble hope that if they do not impart much information; they may 
elicit from your numerous correspondents a little truth concerning a sub
ject which every Christian has more or less at heart. The subject I 
refer to is Hea,enly Relationship. 

The Apostle Paul, in his :first epistle to the Church of God at Corinth, 
tells them " that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption." Now if this be true, as 
we believe, then it is evident that a great change must take place in us 
( even as the apostle goes on to mention) ere we can tread the golden 
streets of the New Jerusalem, and surely a corresponding change ought 
to take place in our present ideas concerning ourselves when we get 
there. This knowledge was evidently imparted to the Church of God 
for their use, and one of its uses I take to be that they should found 
their hopes and expectations upon facts and not fallacies. 

It is a noLion, to my mind, too common amongst Christians, that the 
same relationship which exists on earth will likewise exist in Heaven. 
The mother who has lost a darling babe looks forward with joyful ex
pectation to the time when she shall meet it in that land where parting 
is unknown. So far so good. To my mind she is justified in doing so. 
She certainly has a worthy example set her in the case of king David, 
who, when his little one was taken from him by death, made use of those 
memorable words," I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me." But 
how often does it happen that the fond mother expects to meet her babe 
in almost the same condition as when it was taken from her here below? 
Now this idea is wrong on the very face of it. Childhood, as we all know, 
is a state of imperfection, and nothing in a state of imperfection can by 
any possibility enter heaven. Yet this is a very commonly-received 
doctrine, so common, that it is taught in all our Sunday schools, and 
even the children's hymns are flavoured with. Where is the child that 
has not sung 
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"Around the throne of God in heaven 
Thousands of children stand?" 

"Little children will be there 
Who have sought the Lord by prayer," &c. 

13 

Now this hymn was one of my favourites when a child, and for the life 
of me I cannot help loving it now; yet it assuredly conveys a wrong im
pression of the future condition of the ransomed glorified. 

What seems to my mind another erroneous impression is, that the 
redeemed in glory have a greater solicitude for those who have been 
their relatives and friends while in the body, and will accord to such a 
heartier welcome on their arrival in the glory land But assuredly this 
idea has no foundation in God's Word. That the saints in heaven, in 
1:ommon with the angels, look forward with joyful anticipaLion to the time 
iwhen their brethren in the faith shall have crossed the confines of mor
;taility, I have not the slightest doubt. The Apostle Paul speaks of the 
, cloud of witnesses who, having reached the goal, watch with eager eyes 
our onward progress to the seats of bliss. That a relationship exists 
between these I freely admit, but that it originated in the flesh, I deny. 
The relationship is entirely a spiritual one. 

For the glorified to have a greater concern for the soul of one than 
. another would, I think, show their love to be but human at the best, 
. and certainly having no claim to perfection. If some are held by them 
in greater esteem, others must be held in less, which would be clothing 
spiritual bodies in earthly garments with a vengeance. If we study 
God's Word we come to a different conclusion altogether, and that 
without any straining or pulling. The sacred text is so clear, that he 
who runs may read, and those who read with a single eye to profit will 
not be likely, I think, to rush into any such errors as I have mentioned. 

I. can imagine now the question being asked-What then becomes of 
all our earthly ties-are they altogether buried in oblivion? :My answer 
is-Yes, so far as the realisation of them is concerned. The memory of 
them may remain, but the fact will cease to exist. Their origin is of 
the earth earthy, and there they find .their grave. " That is all very 
well for you to assert," says another; "but upon what authority do you 
make that assertion ? " Well, my authority is no less a one than the 
Lord Jesus, who, I think, has very clearly opened up the matter. We 
read in the Gospels that there "came unto Him the Saddncees which 
say there is no resurrection, and they asked Him, saying, l\Iaster, Moses 
wrote unto us, If a man's brother die and leave his wife behind him, 
and leave no children, that his brother should take his wife and raise up 
seed unto his brother. Now there were seven brethren, and the first 
to~k a wife, and dying left no seed, and the second took her and died; 
neither left he any seed, and the third likewise; and the seven had her 
and left no seed. Last of all the woman died also. In the resurrection, 
therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for 
the seven had her to wife." 

S~ch a question as this appeared to admit of no solution, and 
?ertamly, _if the ignorant ideas entertained by the Jews of old, or the 
ignorant ideas entertained by the great mass of Bible readers at the 
present day, were founded on fact, the question would have been un
answerable; but when viewed in the light of truth, how easy does the 

C 
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ans,Yer seem ! The Saddncees were ignorantly combatting the opinions 
of those "ho, in common with thousands now in the world, took for 
granted 11-hat had no existence in fact. Our Saviour's reply was-" Do 
ye not thcrel'ore err because ye know not the Scriptures, neither the 
power of God? For when they shall rise from the dead they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels whic'h are in 
heaYen." 

X ow, according to this doctrine, the marriage relationship, which it is 
uniwrsaJ!y admitted is the closest human relationship that can exist (so 
close indeed that it has been used as the figure to represent the union 
of Christ and His Church), will be eternally dissolved. The reason for 
this is clear. The tie, though close, is a fleshy one, and must be dis
sol,ed, for the Scripture says, "Flesh and blood cannot inherit the king
dom of God, neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 

I feel now almost as if I had committed a terrible crime-as if the· 
voice of all those who haYe been bereft of the near and the dear were 
raised to exeerate me. But for what I have done is there not a cause? 
My feelings are somewhat akin to that of a surgeon who is commissioned 
to perform an operation upon his friend. Hif'I head aches, his eyes :fill; 
he does not like to give his friend pain. But without his aid matters 
will be worse; and so he sets tremblingly to work, and prays for a happy 
termination to bis labours. Through the mercy of God the operation 
is successful, and the patient is restored to health and strength. Now 
just so it is 'IVith me: it is painful to cut at the root of earthly affections, 
but it is not to kill-it is only to effect a cure. If the hope of a natural 
relationship, like the decayed bough of a tree, is lopped off, is it not 
that a spiritual relationship, like a thing of life, should sprout up and 
in,igorate all around? What if father, mother, sister, brother, are 
called by these endearing names no longer? Is it not because a more 
lasting relationship exists, the harmony of which knows no interruption, 
and dreads neither trial nor end? Most assuredly it is, and the more 
we read of God's Word the stronger must be our convictions of the truth 
of this doctrine. 

If, throngh the tender mercy of our God, and the redemption pur
chased on Calnry's cross, any of those to whom we are united by family 
ties here below are permitted to enter the beautiful city before us, their 
joy on our arrinl will be none the less on account of the dissolution of 
the ties that here unite us, for the reason that a stronger tie exists. 
We shall all bear equal relationship to the Lord Jesus, and shall unitedly 
\l"orship His Father and our Father, His God and our God. We shall 
then be introduced to our brethren "who through faith subdued king
doms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopJJed the mouths of 
lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword." 
The right hand of fellowship shall be extended to us by Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob-the heirs with us of the. same promise; while the noble 
army of martyrs shall join with all the brotherhood of souls to unite 
,rith us in ceaseless adoration of Him who by His agony and bloody 
bweat, by His cross and passion, by His precious death and burial, and 
by His o·lorious resurreetion and ascension, hath secured for us the for
gi,enes~ of our sins, rescued us from a state of everlasting misery, and 
olJtained for us a seat among the glorified. C. E. GREEN. 
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THE LATE WILLIAM FELTON. 
On Jordan's brink so long corifined, 
In Nature's wreck so close enshrined, 
At length the house fell gently down; 
Now William has his given crown 

Of everlasting life. 

15 

WE heard WILLIAM FELTON preach in the old Baptist Chapel at 
])eptford. Once, in the New Zion, he invited us to preach one 

sermon. _We obeyed, but we never trod those sacred steps again. We 
never studied the Pre-existerian theory; we never sought to suit our 
sermons to the peculiar tastes of any whose souls were chiefly set upon 
some mystery, which, to us, was never revealed; but we ever esteemed 
William Felton, and received kind and affectionate letters from him 
when at March, at Ipswich, and other places. We wish to gather up 
some fragments of his call, of his life, of his ministry, and of his last 
days. If all could be written, without partiality, such a singular piece 
of biography would stand almo'st pre-eminent for its variety and extra
ordinary experiences. William was a faithful, honourable man; but 
Thomas Stringer says he is 

"GONE TO GLORY." 
After a protracted affliction of imbecility, both of body and mind, 

that honourable, faithful (and once useful) servant of Jesus Christ, 
WILLIAM FELTON, departed this life on Friday, Dec. 3, 1875, at the 
good old age of eiglity-three within one month. Many witnesses can 
testify of his ministerial ability and spiritual usefulness to their souls 
in bygone years, when endowed with physica,l and mental energy to 
blow the gTeat trumpet. "Christ All and in All " was his incessant 
theme. As a mortal, fallible man, he was not free from eccentric fail
ings and human faults-Who is?-but they are all washed away in the 
river Death; and now his emancipated spirit is for ever divested of 
them in glory eternal. 

I have known, and have been on most intimate terms with, him 
many years, and, during his affliction, have visited him a great m8.I!y 
times; and though he has been a long time deprived of the power of 
articulation, and perfectly prostrate, his heart rejoiced to see me and 
listen to the Gospel truths I spake, and always added a hearty "Amen" 
to a few words of prayer. His housekeeper, a gracious woman, called 
under his ministry, has been mercifully helped to pay unremitting 
attention to his numerous necessities, by day and by night. Also a 
~d friend from Stepney, Mrs. Webber, has afforded him much conso
lat10n by her numerous visits and ChrisLian conversation. But now he 
has finished his course; he has kept the faith; he fought the good 
fight; the battle is over; the conquest obtained, and the crown of 
victory, by the blood of the Lamb, possessed and enjoyed for ever. 
His happy spirit passed: away from the mortal tabernacle quietly and 
serenely into the joy of his Lord where 

" Peace and joy eternal reign, 
And glittering robes for conquerors wait."-W .lTTS. 

His mortal remains were interred on Friday, Dec. 10, at Nnnhead, 
when I spoke a few words to those who were present, and was grieved 
in my spirit to see that a man who had, for many years and in many 
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places, been extensively nsefnl to thousands of God's people in decision 
for eternal trnth, was put away in such obscurity, unconcern, indifference, 
and disrespect. Not a brother minister present (nor any others save 
the mourners) but myself. I preached a sermon, in connection with 
him and his death, on Lord's-day evening, Dec. 12, from Phil. i. part 
of 23rd verse-" May my last end be like his." 

"His warfare ended, crown possess'd, 
For ever number'd with the bless'd; 
His inward foes for ever slain, 
And now he knows 'to die is gain.'" 

T. STRING ER. 

DE AT H O F MR. JOHN L A Y, 
E>Ol\IETIME MINISTER OF THE BAPTI8T CHURCH MEETING AT 

THAXTED, ESSEX. 

ON the 17th of September last, at the good old age of eighty, full 
of days, and full with the blessing of the Lord, our dear brother 

Lay passed off the stage of time, having served, to the best of given 
ability, the cause and Church of Christ in the above place for some 
years. 

The following brief particulars of his life and last days are supplied 
by his surviving daughter, whom he has left to mourn the loss of his 
presence and counsel a few more days in the wilderness:-

It appears our brother was born at Middleton, in the .county of 
Suffolk, and lived estranged from God until after his marriage and 
settlement at Kelsale, where he took a farm. The means made use of 
by a wise and wonder-working God to bring him to a serious concern 
about his soul was a sentence in a letter written to him by a godly 
brother, who was then a member of the Church at Halesworth in 
STJ.ffolk, to this effect:-'' That he would never be serious until the 
flames of hell caught him." These words were fastened in his conscience 
as a nail in a sure place. He was then led under the word at Aldringham 
to hear Mr. Wilson, where eventually the arrow of conviction was 
extracted, and the healing balm of a Saviour's blood poured in to bind 
up his broken heart by the application of those words-" I have loved 
thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have I 
drawn thee "-when he was not only drawn to the feet of the Saviour, 
but to follow Him in His own appointed way by being baptized and 
added to the Church there. Some time after he was removed in pro
vidence to Halesworth, and united with the Church there, and remained 
until about twenty-four years ago when he was removed to London, 
where it appears he fell into a very cold and indifferent state for some 
time, when the Lord was pleased to lay His stripping hand upon him 
and brought him low, which caused him to return and enquire early 
after his God. 

Now in search for counsel, and comfort, and food for his cast-down 
soul, his steps were directed to Mason's Court, Shoreditch, where. he 
heard and found relief under C. W. Banks, who was then preachmg 
there. His captivity was turned under a sermon preached by Mr. 
Banks from a half-finished sentence-" I AM." From this time he 
seemed a new creature: he was enabled to take fresh courage and go 
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on his way rejoicing. After Mr. Banks ceased to preach at Mason's 
Court, his steps were directed to Mount Zion Chapel, Nelson Place, 
City Road, at which place Mr. Hazelton had just then commenced his 
ministry in London. Here, therefore, he soon felt at home: his soul 
was fed, built up, and established in the truth; with this Church he 
cast in his lot, was called to exercise the office of deacon, and continued 
for many years, when he was again removed by Divine Providence to 
the country. 

The writer well remembers the exercises of his mind as to this 
removal, and the singular way in which the path was made clear. 
Being at a prayer meeting with him, when we were singing the hymn 
of Latchford's,-

"The lot is cast where I'm to go," 

the following two lines were applied with power:

" Then let me sit submissive down, 
Rejoicing Jesus wears the crown ; " 

and down he sat satisfied and at rest. He was removed eventually to 
Thaxted in Essex, where he was useful for some years, and where his 
pilgrimage was terminated. He was laid by entirely only about a 
fortnight, during which time his sufferings were very gTeat, in conse
quence of stoppage in the bowels; but the consolations of the Gospel 
were greater than his sufferings. When first taken he said, " This is 
unto death." The Lord had applied those words-"The end of all 
things is at hand." His daughter asked him if the article of death 
was any dread to him. He answered, " No; the Lord removed that 
entirely a week ago. I hope," he said, "I shall be taken this time: I 
begin to feel a burden to myself; it is labour and sorrow." 

The last Lord's-day he was out he was indeed in the Spirit. He 
was very sweetly led out in prayer, and the people remarked 
how well and happy he seemed to look. They asked him in the 
afternoon if he would speak, which he did, from the words of the 
publican, "God be merciful to me a sinner." He said he felt the need 
of God's mercy then as much as he did when first called by gra~e. 
When in very great pain he said, "Oh, the dear Sanour is close by my 
side embracing me l" and then, absorbed in contemplation of His 
dying love, said, 

" Was it for crimes that I have done 
He groaned upon the tree ? 

_Amazing pity, grace unknown, 
.And love beyond degree." 

Shortly after this a cloud came over his mind, when his daughter 
observed, "Father, your mind is not so comfortable to-day." He said, 
"No; I cannot rise above my sufferings; but when the dear L?rd 
touches my flesh and my bone, am I to curse Him? ~ o; bless Him. 
The way to heaven," he said, "is not in easy slippers. Moo_dy _and 
Sankey's religion won't do. Poor things! theirs will be the m1dmght 
cry, ' Behold the Bridegroom cometh: go ye out to meet Him.' They 
would be trimming their lamps; while doing that the door would be 
shut." 

On the morning of the day on which he died his daughter read a 
chapter, as her custom was, and he prayed. After that he could 
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scarcely speak to be heard. In the afternoon he appeared to be trying 
to speak about "adorning " or adoring. When his daughter asked him 
if Jesus was still precious, he answered, " Very: come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly;" shortly after which he smiled and breathed his soul 
into the hands of bis Redeemer. His funeral sermon was preached by 
Mr. N onis, of Saffron Walden, from the words chosen by Himself, 
and which were very sweet to him, in Deut. xxxiii. 24. 

Watford. ======== G. BURRELL. 

A WORD OVER 'l'HE GRAVE OF 'l'HE LA'l'E MR. 
JAMES MARRIO'l''l', OF CAMBERWELL. 

THIS aged disciple of Christ, who had been a follower of the Lord 
for very many years, fell asleep quietly on December 1, 1875, 

eighty-fi,e years of age, and his lifeless body was laid to rest in Nun
head Cemetery, December 7. After the coffin was carefully let down 
into the family grave, I said, "Five thousand years ago or more an 
ancient man said what might have been said to our departed brother 
before his decease-' Thou shalt come to thy grave in a good old, age, 
like as a shock of corn cometh in in His season.' I. Death is distinctly 
personal-' THOU.' This death is a very old thing; but/it comes per
sonally to all in their turn, and at the app9inted time. Three ancient 
things continue, have for six thousand years continued, and will, until all 
the new covenant seed are gathered home. There was life in innocency; 
then came sin in rebellion; last of the three came deatb.: and life, sin, 
and death keep working on still. II. Death is positive~' Thou MUST.' 
There is an absolute necessity: 'Man that is born of a woman is ( com
parati,ely) of few days.' Ah, 'it is appointed unto man once to. die, 
and after that the judgment.' Well, then, if you have friends, do not 
lean too hard upon them; they must go: if you have foes, do not be 
over-fearful about them; they are sure to be taken away from you or 
you from them. Man, you must die! III. Death to the righteous is 
often pleasantly approached; he is not driven away, not left to fling 
himself into the awful pit. No !-'Thou shalt COME to thy grave,'" &c. 

Dear and venerable James Marriott often longed to depart and to 
be with Jesus, which is the best of all. He is gone! May we meet 
again in tbe glory-kingdom! May his bereaved widow and their 
several dear ones be found there! So prays their affectionate friend, 

c. w. B. 
[We hope Mr. Joseph Marriott will furnish a memoir of his 

beloved father. J 
PR A I S E T O TH E L O RD. 

Oe.nt. v. Hi; 1 Cor. x. 4; Psa. xli,•. iii. 77, xv. 89. xiii. 21; 2 Sam, vii 18, l9j Eph. ii. I; 
Isa. xlvi. 4, Iii. It; Rom. viii. 161 &c. 

u THOU altogether lovely" One, My rereward and my Father God, 
The Rock of every saint, Abba t.o every chiltl ;a 

Thine arm ir. eafe to lean upon. Through Jeim's righteousness and blood, 
When we are e'er flO faint. Made pure and undefiled. 

But wllo, or what am I, dear Lord, What enemy can do me harm, 
And what wy Father·s kin. Alas! there'H foef:I within, 

That Thou shou.Jdst quicken by Thy word, ~·ho would with J-leshly honours charm, 
And pardon we my Riu f Aud lead me irit.o sin. 

Yea. more. Tliuu sai'!Hi ·' to !wary hairs Dear Jesus, ·guide through all the way, 
I A)1 \Yill c:arn' tllee;" · Nor from my side depart, 

Away tLen. duul;u, and slavish fears, For I am liable to stray 
Thcre·6 uu uueerilLiuty. And dare uot trmlt my Peart. 

Nottingha1,i J. L. H. 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 19 

T•H E PRE AC I-I ER PRE S E RV F, D. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-Doubtless you have read of the 
fearful explosions in this neighbourhood, which took place 

Saturday, Dec. 4, in the New Tredegar Colliery, where I have been 
working for the last few years. I was there on the day of the explosion, 
but-;-through the very tender mercy of God-escaped unhurt out of 
the fiery mine. The man, and two sons, living next house to mine, are 
.all dead. The sons were burnt as black as a coal. To-day we have to 
bury them. On Sunday, the day after the explosion, I had to preach at 
the Town Hall, Old Tredegar, where the dear people received me as one 
from the dead. That the dear Lord might long spare you, and strengthen 
you for the work He has given you to do, is the prayer of your un-
worthy friend, JOHN BOLTON, Coal-digger. 

12, Garth Street, Pontlottyn, Glamorganshire. 
December 7th, 1875. 

P.S.-On Dec. 6th, William Evans, the foreman (who was so badly 
burnt) died, leaving wife and twelve children. He was a member of 
the Welsh Baptist. To-day we have to bury twelve poor fellows from 
Pontlottyn. [ Awful scenes these! What shall we render unto the Lord 
for all His mercies to us!] 

ALL IN CHRIST. 

D E.AR FRIEND AND BROTHER,-May the Lord bless you, one 
and all, with His divine presence, when you meet together for 

prayer and supplication to your God, that He will bless you with His 
discriminating love in your own souls. He has commanded all His 
people to love one another as He has loved them before they came into 
,existence. I felt at home with you; hoping the Lord will bless that 
little corner of His vineyard, and that He will be a wall of fire round 
.about you, and He Himself the glory in the midst. l have been think
ing of that passage of His Word, "How is it, Lord, Thou wilt 
manifest Thyself unto us, and not unto the world?" I look at the 
-eternal love of the Father, and to tell how God the Father loYed His 
·Own Church with an unchanging love, moved by nothing but itself 
in _its own purity; and how that love adopted them all as His own 
-children; gave them all to Christ; appointed all their salvation; predes
tinated all their comforts and enjoyments; settled all the circumst,,uces 
-of their lives; fixed the bounds of their habitations; determined all their 
steps; appointed to them all their crowns of glory, and their harps and 
scenes of bliss at His owri rio·ht hand; and the sending forth of His own 
Spirit to train them for it, a;d to bring them to it; so that every one of 
them became identified with Himself; registered in His own Name; 
given to them in eternal compact; betrothed to Him by love divine, and 
never, by any possibility, to be separated from Him. _We _have ~11 we 
need in the manifestation of Christ; a whole salvat10n m Christ; a 
pertect an~ eternal redemption i1~ Christ; grace an~ ~lfry all. treast~red 
up m Cbnst. This is a blessed mfluenee of the Spmt s rnamfestat10ns 
in time. Your affectionate servant, 

Darlaston. RICHARD BRADBURY. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Hol;ness ;,, Heaven. .And a Note on 
Mr. Benjamin Taylor's New Work. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS, - What I 
have written was written before I could 
hardly be aware of it, for I only took 
up my pen to S\Tite a short epistle, when, 
lo. my pen ran on, and I lost all control 
over myself. .After writing it out the 
second time, and in the form in which 
you now see it, I laid it before the Lord: 
after I had conceived the notion that 
what was written might be of some 
benefit to the Churches of Christ in this 
day of departing from the faith. It 
then came into my mind to send my 
performance to you, and leave it entirely 
in your hands. My earnest desire is 
that the Lord's weak ones should have a 
little eye salve to anoint their weak eyes 
to see the sly, crafty little foxes that 
spoil our ,ines . 

.All poor Mason's orphans are gone 
home-not one left. Let God be praised 
for so great a mercy. 

You ask if I could occasionally review 
a critical work? I answer, "I am by 
no means qualified for such a great and 
important undertakin!!," You have had 
an extensive share of practice in this 
department, and by your side I should 
only be a poor little dwarf. .Anything I 
can do for the cause of the dear Re
deemer, I take delight in doing. Oh 
that I had powers and talents sufficient 
to do more for Jesus than what I do! 
It is but a poor little. When I think of 
your labours and usefulness, I feel my
self put a long way in the shade. One 
thing comforts me, "to whom little is 
given, of the same little is required." 

In Mr. Dunn's Holiness there are some 
good ideas. The whole is written in a 
pleasing style as to language; but what 
shall we sa, to the author's degrees in 
holiness in "the heavenly state? In this 
I think the vessel is marred in the hands 
of the potter. This notion of holiness 
in the glorified saint is near akin to de
grees in glory. The saints in heaven 
are to go on unto perfection ; to be more 
holy, more perfect, more gloriou~, ad in
finitum. .As to degrees in glory, I see 
no!hina of it in the Word of God. The 
Saviou; did not ask his Father for 
different degress of glory for the saints, 
but he a,ked for the same glory for all, 
that they might be made perfect in one. 
All the saints in heaven will be filled 
with Christ, with the glory of the Lord; 
they will be satisfied with seeing, and 
hearin~, and enjoying Him in the 

heavenly mansions. If this is not true, 
what could the Psalmist mean by say
ing, "I shall be satisfied, when I awake, 
with Thy likeness?'' In heaven there is 
" fulness of joy; " and if so, there must 
be a fulness of holiness and happiness in 
all the powers and faculties of the soul. 

The author of the tmct presents us 
with what he calls a beautiful illustra
tion of the impla11tation of holiness in a. 
child of God ; but this illustration, as 
applied, has no support or countenance 
from the Word of God. His n·otion of 
holiness is a Percival Smith notion, and 
the simile conveys the idea of carnal 
nature being "new vamped." Here is a. 
holine8s brought out of nature for 
nature's cure ; and yet from the sole of· 
the foot to the crown of the head, the 
whole man is defiled and unsound. It 
is the old Pharis_ee doctrine of putting 
a piece of new cloth unto an old gar
ment, when the rent is made worse. 
The holiness that qnalifies a soul for 
heaven is distinct from sinful nature ; it 
comes from above, is a new principle, a 
new nature, a new creature, begotten of 
God, and is born of God. It is the new 
man in the old man; and these two are 
contrary the one to the other. This new 
man is the very righteousness of God in 
Christ, is a complete and perfect piece 
of workmanship, a part of the divine 
nature, to which nothing can be added, 
and from which nothing can be de
tracted. It is God's child, perfect in all 
its members, as the child in the womb 
of its mother, let it have to go through 
whatever extension and expansion it 
may. The new man is ever the same,· 
whatever changes he may go through,. 
while in the body, as to his several 
graces; and he will go on growing up
in to Christ till be come unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ ; and this will 
certainly be in his glorified state, unless 
we suppose the saint will be for ever a 
minor, and for ever growing. Here; be
low, the new man will grow in stature· 
as to wisdom, knowledge, and under
standing ; but be will be in the full: 
fruition of happiness and glory when 
mortality shall put on immortality. 
Let him, therefore, now sing with the 
poet:-

., There shall I bear, an<l see, and know 
All I desired and wished below; 
And every power find sweet employ 
In that eternal wo,·ld of joy." 

B. TAYL0ll, 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 21 

SATAN'S LABT DELUSION. Thousands 
are asking, "What is this modern 
device callcd Spiritualism?" In one 
sermon, headed, A Warning Against 
Spilritualism, by Archibald Brown, you 
will find it more fully exposed, and, by 
the Word of God, as conclusively con
demned as, we think, it possible for any 
human power to effect. We thank A. G. 
Brown on behalf of the millions of our 
fellowmen who are in danger of this 
awful snare, for his noble, scriptural, and 
his unanswerable protest against that 
base insult to the Deity, which, from the 
deepest conviction of his own mind, and 
from the Scriptures of truth, he declares 
is nothing short of " Satan personating 
the departed, in order to damn the Jiv
ing." As a friend to the souls of our 
fellowmen, we would say, take the Bible, 
read this sermon carefully, and, if you 
can, with heart-prayer to God, refer 
to all these Scriptures Mr. Brown has 
quoted, and, all who are not either dead 
in sin, or strongly bound by Satan, will 
for ever afterward tremble to sanction, 
or contend for the device which is "seek
ing to pick the lock of heaven with a key 
from hell." F. Davis, Chapter House 
Court, St. Paul's, is the publisher of this 
well-timed witness and much-needed 
warning. 

"Bunyan in Prison.'' This remarkable 
picture is given in Gilead A.hnanack for 
1876. A broad sheet full of the words 
cf God and the witnesses of good men. 

Abundance of Life in O1,rist. Substance 
of two sermons. By Cha,r!es Gardelier. 
F. Davis (late J. Paul). "The life of 
God in the soul" is largely defined. The 
existence of this epiritual and mystical 
life ; its varied branches, fruits, and 
evidences, with many illustrations of the 
super-aboundings of grace in Christ to 
His sheep, all consecutively, and clearly 
traced out. Mr. Gordelier is evidently a 
painstaking student, and a careful 
preacher, if these di~courses are a fair 
sample. 

The work of God in Christ, in Crea
tion, ancl in Charity, are beautifully 
mingled together in Our Own Fireside.
Day of JJays, and Home Words, all con
ducted with skill ancl kindness, by Rev. 
Charles Bullock; and published by James 
Nisbett ( or his successor-for the original 
James Nisbett has long been in a better 
W?rlcl than this).-In December part of 
Fireside, a large engraved view of 
" the Suez Canal,'' and of '' the Port Said 
Lighthouse," is given, with choice papers 
on holy themes. 

The Rock exposes the false position 
taken by the Bishop of Peterborough in 
his charge to his clergy. The Bishop 

(when only a clergyman) called the booh 
about confession, those "Infernal Cate
ch'isms of Iniquity;" but now his lordsbip 
makes the Communion Register to be the 
test of the rise of religion. The Rock 
declares that many who have their box 
at the opera, their stall in the theatre, and 
are zealous attenders at balls and on a 
race course, are the most punctilious in 
presenting themselves at the Holy Table. 
Ah ! fashionable Dissenters will do this 
as well as the High Church people. 
"The tendency of the Bishop's charge 
would be to promote hypocrisy and self
delusion as to our state before God." 
"The true Church of Christ is still a 
little flock even among the multitudes 
who zealously observe outward ordinances, 
The Rock has soundly witnessed 
against that mere surface and showy 
profession which now so generally passes 
for godliness and religion. 

The Mildmay Conference, 1875. Re
port of the Addresses. London: John F. 
Shaw and Co. No one who ardently 
loveth the Person, the Name, and Offices 
of our glorious Redeemer, will lightly 
esteem many things which this volume 
contains. Wo are delighted with the 
subjects-" The Glory of Zion's King,'' 
"Fellowship with God,"" The Po~er and 
Presence of the King," &c. But how are 
we startled, staggered, afflicted, and 
mystified, when we read Mr. Muller'a 
Address. He is talking to the assembled 
multitude upon the power of King Jesus; 
he is telling them that "there is no possi
bility of drawing strength out of God 
until we are made alive spiritually; until 
we are regenerated." [Truly, so we fully 
believe. But, then, he asketh a question, 
and he answers it. He says] "And how 
are we to be regenerated? " He answers, 
"By believing the Gospel: by faith in 
the atoning death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ." And then he goes on to urge 
upon the people to believe the Gospel ; 
'' whether we like or do not like the Gos
pel, we are commanded to believe it," and 
that is being regenerated. What Gospel 
does llfr. Muller mean? What is the re
generation he speaks of? We must not 
trust overselves to say one word more 
until Mr. Muller, or Mr. Gawin Kirkham 
have explained this ambiguous sentence. 
We fear that all this popular system of 
talking is only building a house upon the, 
sand. 

Memorials of an Oiford 1l.finistry, 
1855 to 1874: a Selection from the Ser
mons and Letters of the late Re·u. Wm. 
Allen, 20 years minister of New Road 
chapel. London: Hodder an~ Stoughton. 
Oxford: E. C. Alder. A series of twelve, 
or fourteen shoi·t lectures and pastoral 
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addresses, writ ten in a vigorous and 
scholarly style. - "Bunyan's Pilgrim's 
Progress:'• a study for young men, is in
struct.ivc and practically suggestive. We 
should like to see " the Oxford Martyrs'' 
published separately, as a tract of ten or 
twelve pages, and circulated far and wide. 
The last hours and words of such men as 
Ridley, Cranmer, and Latimer, cannot be 
too forcibly impressed on the minds of 
.young and old. It is also a plea for dis
establishment. Of the pastoral addresses 
we prefer "Strength and \Veakness," 
written in a time of temporary depression:· 
·we would always speak tenderly of those 
who are gone, but we must be faithful to 
that which we have received. \\' e. cannot 
-accept the doctrine as expressed in some 
of the discourses. The author believed 
in the depravity of human nature, and 
asks, "·who can bring a clean thing out 
of an unclean?" Yet Mr. Allen taught 
that al1 men are in a s9,lvable condition, 
and Christ is able and willing to save all. 
We will only ask a question, and make a 
statement. \Yhat does it require in 
addition to omnipotence and willingness 

to save all the world? Nothing. If we 
accept the fact that Christ is able and 
willing to save all, we are shut up to the 
belief in a disappointed Christ, and a 
triumphant devil, from the fact that 
thousands have died and thousands are 
still dying without any concern for their 
souls. We have not so learned Christ. 
We are certain that the late William 
Allen, of Oxford, was a devout, studious, 
and beloved minister ; but the Fullerite 
theory cripples the usefulness of many a 
godly man : it may please professors-it 
has, we fear, dishonoured and driven from 
us the power of the Spirit. 

Green Leaves. In December ·number, 
Mr. J. Haines has given a strong piece on 
"Ministerial Fidelity," from the pen of 
the late William Palmer.-The Baptist 
appeals intensely for a truthful account 
of the downfall of the Higher Christian 
Life Primate. How quickly some of the 
nobles fall !-The Rock continues to issue 
forth streams of Protestant. light, to ex
pose the darkness of the Papacy.-The 
Pictorial World reveals the greatness and 
the grandeur of the Prince's Indian tour. 

THE P A 1t AD O X OF P RAYE R. 
W1-itten 011 the OC,('.a,si011 of my having perused an address by P1·ofessor John Tyndall, opposing the 

·diville Institution of Prayer. 

PRAYER is a rock amid the worldly mire, 
Where souls resort and hope the J!OOd desire. 
Against which rock vain Tyndall dashed his brains 
In mental blows which did but cheat his pains. 
Vain Error mocks if Wisdom stoops to pray, 
Who, through afiliction, rightly knows the w.ay~ 
Ne'er dreaming, they, the secrets of the power, 
Invoking, thus, the providential shower; 
Who think by reason blind to tell aright 
This precious ray of wisdom's beaming light. 
Prayer is a rock, as 'neath the living rod 
The soul pours out its inmost sighs to God, 
And finds relief, whilst worldly sources fail, 
In secret hopes, that. foes in vain assail-
'Tis heaven ·s will that some should feel their need 
Of things but granted when for such they plead, 
Although so surely theirs before they pray, 
Nor earth, nor hell, could cause the least delay
Or plead ~hey now in vain, with sanguine hope, 
And through long seasons in thick darkness grope? 
'Tie still the Lord's, to guide them wisely through; 
To tell His wisdom, sing His praises too. 
His glory this, that through the realms of light 
He works--Jehovah I glorious in Hie height; 
By ways too high for erring man to search, 
Does all His will and gathers home His Church !
Th us after death may thi~ one prayer be mine: 
"Be all the glory, Lord, for ever '.J.'hine ! " 

Omaha, Nebraska, Februa1·y, 1873. FELIX MYERS. 
[This deeply-sanctified and truly conv:erted Israelite has lat_ely beei:i over to 

England to see ue. But, finding no occupat10n, has returned to Pb1la~elph1a. Many 
thousands would be glad of such a valuable young man, but he 1s so fearfully 
reticent.-En.] 
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,OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
REVIEW OF THE ROLL OF LONDON BAPTIST CHURCHES 

WHO HOLD NEW TESTAMENT PRINCIPLES AND ORDINANCES IN LOVE A:<D UNITY. 
The Twenty-Fifth Annual Issue of "The As a first-rate genius in floriculture he has 

Baptist Almannck '' for 1876 (which origi- beheld much ot the wisdom, beauty, good
,nated with the Editor of "'fHE EARTHEN ness and mercy of his adorat,le Creator; and 
VESSEL") has been prepared with great from such a delightful study has learned 

,pains, and will be found, we hope, correct, much wherewith, instrumentally, to exalt 
.and of increasing value to all who sympathise "the Rose ot ~haron," to exhibit the tender 
with us in the faith and fellowship of the and delicate virtues of " the Lily of the 
·Gospel (copies can. be had of R. Banks). • Valley," and of all the other flowers and 

Grave thoughts arise in one's mind as we fruit, which in the garden ot his God do 
read "the London. and Suburban Baptist grow. No distingui.hed controversialist; 
Directory." 1f anything on earth is calcu- no busy-body iH other men's matters; no 
lated to take down some of our pride and wanderer, or bitter disputer; but as a quiet, 
.self-importance, surely it is the tact that, devoted pastor, he has, during a long liJe, 
however useful and admired a minister may scripturaJly comtorted tile flock entrusted to 
be among his people, or in the various his care. He has seen the rise and tall of 
Churches to whom he may be called to many a mighty man; but keeping near to 
_preach the Gospel, after a few years he bis Master's foet, continuing faithtul to the 
,pa.sses away, and the people who listened to one Book, proclaiming ouly the one Gospel, 
him so gladly, can find him in this world of he has been preservell, and now calmly waits 
toil and sorrow no more for ever. Hence, the appointed h<>ur wllen called to leave his 
the first question we asked, on reviewing the cumbrous clay, 
Directory for 1876, was this:-

How many names are on the roll for the 
, coming year that were on it twenty-five 
_years ago? Out ot a list of over two hun
dred, only six or seven solitary pastors are to 
be found who were, in 1851, enrolled in our 
Directory. And who are they? We suppose 
Charles Stovel is the supreme senior ; now 
far he is with us we know not. He has had 
a long and honourable career; be has out
lived millions of his fellow-men who came 
in to the world when, and after, he came ; 
and still he holds his pastoral office carelully. 

-Of his views, of his amount of usefulness, or 
of his Christian experience, we know but 
little. It never was our privilege to see or 
hear this ancient Baptist that we are aware 
of; but we have al ways understood that in 
the great articles of the true Christian faith 
he has been sound, steady, and much
beloved by his flock. Another veteran is Dr. 
J abez Burns, whose numerous skeletons of 
published sermons have, no doubt, helped 
many a poor tellow when bis own well was 
dry, and would not spring up. We never 
saw any of these skeletons, therefore have 

• criticism to offer upon them· thousands 
tbell'J. have been issued; n~ doubt some 

, parsons have found them useful. With his 
pen, in his pulpit, as a great moral philo
sopher, as a total abstainer, and as an advocate 

· ol free and religious liberty, Dr. Jabez Burns 
has been a hard-working teacher and leader 
ior very ~any years. May his end be peace, 
a':ld Ins JOY ID the Lord God Almighty be 
his everlasting reward. Samuel Ponsford, ot 
·C\apham, is another of the father, who, 
With _one Church, with one theme, and that 
the richest either in the heaveus above or on 
the ~arth_ beneath, in his happy Zion's hill; 

· and ID Ins pretty Courland gTove, Samuel 
Ponsford has found his Master's promise 
true, "in winter and in summer it shall be." 

He'll hear, and see, and know 
All he desired and wished below. 

Mr. George Moyle, ot Peckham, has been 
God's-mouth to many thousands during 
more than halt-a-century ; and being 
favoured with a peacetul Church, and a good 
working staff in the executive, he bas glided 
gently along. Unlike some of us, he bas 
comparatively known but little ot the tug 
an•t tear of this rough and stormy world. 
No close, heart-cutting berea.-ewents; no 
circumstantial shipwrecks; no Church
divisions within, nor hosts of slanderous 
enemies without, have disturbed his rest; 
yet, in some of his solitary moods, it is just 
possible you might bear his soul whispering-

" Shall Simon bear the cross alone, 
And all Lhe rest go free? 

No! there's a cross tor every one: 
Yes! there's a cro:5.s for llle." 

Of bis cross, albeit, you might never bear 
dear George Moyle, in public, say a single 
word. He must have been an able minister 
of the New Testament, or he would have 
been a long time since forsaken. i\laster D. 
Katterns, the fortunate successor ol the late 
Dr. Cox, of Hackney, bas been a sing·ularly 
reticent gentleman; be found the laud well 
tilled when be came as co-pastor to the late 
learned divine; an<l, with a Llove-like spirit, 
he bas been comlortably hiddeu in the cleHs 
ot the Rock. As opposite as possible, m 
bold, orig;inal utterances, and in _a trumpet
like certain sound Thomas Strrng~r stood 
on the walls of Zion when "The Baptist 
Almanack '' first str~gg·leJ into existence. 
In diflerent quarters _o! the g·.reat metropolis, 
in Gravesend iu Brtg·hton, tu .Manchester, 
in Plymouth,' and in .man~ parts of Eug·lantl, 
this fine old solllier ot the Cross has ever been 
of one mind with the great sulforer in tl1e 
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cause of truth, who "'rote," I determined to 
know nothing among them, save, 

'Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.'" 

That has been 1<ood Thomas Stringer's text 
for over thirt~· years, and he is too firmly 
fixed ever to change his colours, enlarge his 
views, or make any material progress toward 
Free-will, Duty-faith, or Open-communion 
now. In a moral or ministerial point of 
view, no man can justly lay aught to bis 
charge. Nevertheless-

11 From sinner and from saint 
He's met with many a blow." 

In his case do we not behold that precious 
promise verified, "They that be planted in 
the house of the Lord shall flourish in the 
courts of our God ; they shall still bring 
forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and 
flourishing, to shew that the Lord is upright, 
and there is no unrighteousness in Him"? 

The last of the seven-and who is less than 
the least of all of them-is the author of these 
lines. Five-and-twenty years ago he had a 
Church approaching near three hundred in 
num her; ~ongreg-ations in different parts of 
London, consisting of several hundreds; 
but his autobiography shall not he written 
here. During near seventy years wander
ing and working, he has, on reviewing the 
past, often silently but assuredly sighed out 
that well-known verse-
" When trouble, like a gloomy cloud, 

Has. gathered thick, and thundered loud; 
He near my soul has al way stood ; 

His lo,ingkindness-0, how good!" 

If ever hi, little work, "The Curse and 
the Cross; or, Let Me Speak Before I Die," 
does come to the li!('ht, some may charitably 
hope that when the great day of decision 
shall come, his soul in Jesus may be found, 
which will be a mercy crowning all the 
mercies which, through scenes of tribulation, 
have ever attended his path. 

Having glanced at the very few .left who 
were in the London Churches twentv-five 
years ago, we ask :- • 

Secondh•. Who and what are the men 
which " The Baptist Almanack" for 1876 
registers as occupying the places of the 
fathers who have been called away? 

Thirdly. What new Churches or causes 
ha-.e been planted in London and its 
suburbs during the last quarter ol a century? 
By whose instrumentality have they been 
brought into existence? And, 

Lastly. What is the true state ot our 
London Churches, as regards progress and 
a vital prosperity ? 

From "The Baptist Almanack," and 
from other au then tic and relial,Je resources, 
these questions may be considered; but the 
claims of our correspondents dare us any 
further to proceed this month. On all hands 
there is a declaration made to us that the 
Strict Baptist Churches are dying out. Is 
it so in Loncion? Is it so in the Provinces? 
Is it so in the ColGnies? Let us bring their 
vaunted assertion,; to a fair, close, and honest 
examination. Brethren, help Ui. 

We think " The Baptiat Almanack " for 

1876 will be found to contain all that the 
denomination can require as a book of 
reference for the forthcoming year. 

THE ALDERSON IAN CONTROVERSY. 
LETTERS BY 

T. G. CONGREVE AND HENRY HALL, 
[One of the most precious promises written for 

the comfort of the Godly nmn-wboso sins 
are pardoned, and who has fotmd a refuge in 
the Eternal God. is this, 11 Surely, in the floods 
of great waters they shall not come nigh unto 
him." The power of this promise we have 
proved. Floods of heresies-of every kind 
and degree-have been pouring into this and 
other countries, with overwhelming influence, 
during the last few years; but 1874 and 1875 
have been sea.sous of immense excitement. 
We have streams of letters on every theme. 
These floods of error have never shaken us. 
We bless the Lord for that; but is it any 
wonder that multitudes have been carried 
away? None whatever. Mr. Alderson is but 
one of many who has been shaken. We know 
against whom he intended to warn the young 
gentlemen. But we wait our time. If we 
must speak, we shall (D.V.) do so freely. 
Meanwhile, ·we hope the following notes will 
close the debate between. the chief leaders. 
We have letters which shew the young 
aspirants to the ministry are with Mr. Alder
son, and with the free-will system. And with 
the exception of Mr. Hall, not a single minister 
has been man enough to contend for the II one 
faith" given to the living Church of a living 
God..-En.] · 

Coombe Lodge, Peckham, S.E., Dec. 8, 1876. 
DEAR Mit. EDIT0H,-Some of our brethren 

remind me of our pastimes in our younger days 
when we rolled up a monster of snow and then 
valiantly proceeded to demolish it. Or, like the 
school-boy in II Blair·s Grave," crossing the 
churchyard in early morning. 

., He thinks he hears 
0 The sound of something purring at his heels, 
uFull fast he flies and dares not look behind him,. 
u Till out of breath he overtakes his fellows, 
'' Who gather round, and wonder at the tale 
~• Of horrid apparition tall and ghastly." 

I have been first amused, then deeply pained, 
to see how, from the pages of a harmless lecture. 
there has arisen in the minds of certain good 
men an. "horrid apparition tall and ghastly." 

When, sir, will our brethren bring a little 
common sense to bear upon this subject of 
"Ministerial Fidelity·•? Where, may I ask,. 
does Mr. Alderson charge upon our denomina
tion "the horrid, God-dishonouring dogma of 
Antjnomianism "? Where does he charge our· 
brethren with ·• wishing to continue in sin that 
grace may abound"? Verily our friend Spencer 
and certain others are fighting the air. I 
heartily agree with him that it is a n manly 
and Christian determination "-the resolve u to. 
maintain our principles "-proYided it is done 
fairly and honourably1 and with an adherwce to 
what is true: but to lay hold of one incautious 
word,-to misrepresent that word (as I have
shown in my letter of last month) 1 to charge it 
with a meaning never intended, and to persist in 
so doing is neither manly nor Christian, nor will 
it meet the approval of Him whose servants' 
honour is dear to Him as the apple of His eye. 

I am glad that you placed my letter of last 
month judiciomlly after that of my old friend, 
for if I bad known the contepts of his letter 
before I penned my owe, I could not have 
given a better answer to his. 

That I was quite right in my construction of 
the meaning of certain pas!'.;ages in the Jecture 
referred to will be seen by the following cxtro.ct 
from a note I lll1ve jUHt received frow. our 
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brother Alderi:ion: - "Ma.ny thanks for your 
Ohrlstlan, manly, and well-written letter in the 
Ea,·tlien Ve.uel. Had I tried for a month I coulrl 
not have given a more Intelligent and truthful 
explanation of my sentiments, motives, and 
moo.ning,11 

Mr. Editor, H is not my present intention to 
write you further upon this. Doubtless yon will 
have objectors o.nd protestorFJ, and would-be 
11 critics,'' "reproaching'' me, a.nd perhaps find
ing fault with you. Fear not-but do the right ! 
For myself, I refer them back to my letter or 
last month, which they cannot satisfactorily 
refute. I know that there are (as e. Strict Baptist 
brother has written me to-day) thousands of 
intelligent Christians in our denomination who 
will see the truth of it, and will also agree with 
what my friend Boxell of Brighton has written 

--on your first and second pages of the same month. 
I he~rtily indorse the opinion he has expressed, 
that IL we as a body have become more concerned 
to defend our doctrinal views of truth than to 
carry out the grand command of Christ." 
Hence, with us (as a body) conversions are few; 
God has not so signally honoured our denomina
tion as He has others in the gathering precious 

. souls into His kingdom. I, for one, deplore this, 
believing it to be the co.use of the low state of 
some of our Churches. 

I am1 dear Sir, 
Yours in the Gospel of Jesus, 

GEO. THOS. CONGREVE. 

Cle.ndon House, Me.nor street, Cle.phe.m, S.W. 
MR. Eu,Ton,-Mr. Congreve and I mutually 

- agreed that in consequence of my objecting to 
the publice.tion of the letters which have passed 
between us, through his having introduced a 

· contemporary into our correspondence, that he 
should publish his letter by itself e.nd the.I I 
should reply thereto, if I chose. As however 
our friend Mr. Spencer has written so well, 
and as also the committee of the Strict Baptist 
Association, at whose request Mr. Alderson 
delivered the lecture, have unanimously passed 

. a resolution that they do not hold themselves 
responsible for the sentiments the lecture con
tains, any more than they do for the c~ntroversy 
its publication has evoked, which resolution is 
to be published, I think it quite unnecessary for 
me to say more -than a few words (leaving a 

: fuller reply to be arranged for, as myself and 
friends may think flt). 

Mr. Congreve has given, in this month's 
. Vessel, quite another complexion to the lecture, 
for while, in the November Ve.~sel, he states 
tbe.t Mr. Alderson bas, from the purest of 
motives, told us the truth, and we count him 

, our enemy in consequence; he, in this month's, 
implies that Mr. Alderson has said what he tloes 
not mean, and that, if the lecture had been 
revised for the press, the objectionable phrases 
might have been expunged. All I can say to 
this is, that no persons will be more happy to 
be assured that Mr. Alderson's lecture does not 
-contain hie most settled convictions, than the 
brethren of the unchanging creed, who will, 
I am sure, upon being so assured, extend to him 
the forgiveness a contemporary suggests; but it 
certainly will require an extraordinary stretch of 
-charity for them to believe that a lecture, which 
occupied considerable time in preparation, was 
written o.nd read, e.nd that, too, by a minister 
somewhat advanced in life, and containing the 
most solemn assurances that any man can utter 
(f01; Mr. Alderson says that he would gladly 
have avoided certain points; but tl.delity to con
science would not allow him to do so), does not 
represent the most conscientious convictions of 
the lecturer. 

Mr. Congreve also tells us that he believes that 
by Antinomian.ism is meant" bordering on it;" 
but if so, how could "eliminate" apply-for Mr. 
Congreve says to eliminate, is•.-i. to turn a thing out 

' of <loorA;" b1:1t ~o talk o~ t~rning a. thing on.t 0 y 
door!-!, when 1t IA not mthm doorH but i~ bor
dering only on the door, i:-1 to talk mo~t illogica11y 
Mr. AJ<lerHon stateA that the brother wh•, h~ .~till 
with us haR eliminated the Antinomian element 
from the great pri11ciple., on mltidt tM d<mominrttion 
is fvunded, whic_h, if _language meanH anything, 
means that this Raul brother haH turne<l thiH 

! element out of his Creed. anrl that the brethren 
1 who ha"!e not. gone with ~he brother in question, 

have still th1H element in their Creed anrl all 
the arguing in the world will never b~ able to 
make it mean anything else. 

Mr. C?ngreve also states that by changing our 
Creed 1s meant enlargement of mind in the 
truth (observe, in the truth). But is there, I 1,sk, 
any language on earth which will make "en
largement'' e.nd "changing'· synonyn10us? Mr. 
Congreve suggests that the ministers whom Mr. 
Alderson had in view when he compose(l his 
lect_ure, a.re br~thren who hold cert.a.in strange 
not1<;ms; but 1f such brethren exist, they are 
outside the pale of the Association, and would 
not for a moment be recogni,ied; besides, a. 
glance at the lecture, must convince any one 
that the brethren who are so cruUy slandered 
and back-bitten by Mr. Alderson., are those of 
the Association, by the frequent reference he 
makes to the Strict Baptist Association. Besides 
is it in the least likely that Mr. Alderson would 
have had his mind so disturbed.. as it evidently 
was, when he composed his lecture, by a few of 
such brethren, or that he would have been at 
all concerned by such looking coolly on his 
brother; and how the suCl'gestion could have 
arisen in the mind of Mr. 'congreve, that if the 
lecture ha~ been revised, the objectionable 
Ph:rases might have been expunged, I can.not 
think, as that would have been to have issued a. 
different lecture from the very one delivered, and 
that surely would .not have been Ministerial 
Fidelity, neither would it haveanswered the end 
designed, viz., that of advoca.tinO' the ea.use of 
the brother (who, if he had then ~ot O'one from 
u~, he has now, _and is thoroughly fr~ternising 
with the duty-faith school, and l:lr ... :\.lderson is 
associating with him-see meetiuCI' at Vau.xhall 
in ~his month's Vessel), and of 0 severely cen
S1;11'mg those brethren who looked coolly on 
him on account of his declining tendencies, 
who are some of the most eminent in the 
Association; and as to the lecture not havinO' 
been intended fo~ publication, I can only say, if 
the lecture was mtended to benefit ministerial 
brethren, as Mr. Congreve states, how on earth 
could they be benefited if they did not see its 
contents--:-they were not present to hear the 
lecture read. , 

I o.m deeply grieved that Mr. Congreve has 
e~tered upon this solemn controversy, which is 
simply the truth of God against erroneous ten
dencies, as he is not a minister in the ordinary 
acceptation of the term, neither is he a member 
of the Association; but as he has done so the 
points at issue should be made as phtin as 1pos
sible, that the unestablished in the truth llliLY 
not be unknowingly led astray. I am equally 
sorry that Mr. Congreve ever allowed his in
explicable statements to see daylight. 

As to whether Mr. Alderson is or is not of duty
faith principles in heart, I am sure I don't know. 
There is an element of duty-t'aith principle in 
his lecture, but that perhaps he does not mean; 
and ministers in the duty-faith school think he 
is, and three ministers of that class have ex.
pressed to me their approval of the lecture, 
while our three Strict Ba.ptist Magi.1.zines have 
condemned it in uo measured terrus; and so 
also have the high doctrine Strict Baptist 
body i and an able reviewer h11s said of it, 
that "had it been entitled · An Apology for 
Ministerial Unfaithfulness,' it would have been 
Jess misleading." However, this matter I leave; 
there are many very estimo.ble men in the duty-
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faith school: 1tn<l. 1tlthough I belieYe <luty-fait.h 
to lw n.s much a heresy flR is ArminiRnism, yet, 
i.o far as t.hcy nre CClURC'if'ntions, they are worthy 
of. anrl thC'y Im.Ye our respect., ns we hRxe tb('irs; 
but. for a minister to ho prof('ssetHy a l1igh 
doC'trinC' St l'ict. Baptist, a.ncl n. member of the 
Mc>tropolitnn A~socin.t.ion of Strict Bapt.ists. an<l 
to issue snch n lect.nr(' R,s h<' has. is completely 
betraying the tknomination. and acting an 
nnfoithfnl part, fnr, as the reYiewPr in the Earthen 
Vessr1 has ju:--Tl~· saict, •· it is an unclean bird that 
fouh- its o,;..-n nest; " and believing in my ,ery 
soul t.lrnt tlw lertnre cont.a.ins st.atf"rnents in
imic:111.0 tlw interC'st.s of t,hP S,t.rict Baptist body, 
:rn(l tlrnl it cast:-- Yery :c;erious reflrctiom: on the 
tru1h or God, nnd thnt faithful hrethren in 
C'llri,1 are slan<lc>red by it.. and that t.he~e things 
WC'rC' ('irc-nlatcct in t.he publishf'ci lecture (for it 
w-n, publishc-ti, flye hnncirc>d copies at once W<'rc 
printt·d. \Yi\h a pnhliration note at t.he end 
~rating that tlu., l('Ct11rPr rC'reiYC'd the tlrn.nks of 
the tmun,. Ac .. l(lr 1hr lC'Ctnrc. which proyes not 
to hC' the case). my YC'ry ~onl was st irrl:'d within 
me. o.nd l fC'lt com_:tra.ined. insignificant indiYi<lual 
a!- I am, tl) writ.(• in deifence of the principles of 
the ~trict Baptist denomination, and of the 
hret.hreu of the unchanging creed, auct sen<l. it 
forth as rapidly and as extcnsivC'ly as I could, 
that the duty-faith school should not say. un
challenged, ·• See what one of your OW!! craft 
says, just what we say, that yau are Anti
nomians and a do uothfog set;" and I thank 
God that He enabled me to do so; for let 
Mr. Congrc\-e (or aliy one else) sa.y what he 
may. it was most unjust for a professed 
mini1'tc>r of Christ to slander his brethren, 
csprcia.lly behind thf'ir backs. ~nd excite in the 
srudrnts· minds a fc-rling of animosity against 
brethren of the unchanging creed: and for Mr. 
CongreYe to imply that we are attempting to 
injure :!'ilr. Alderson. because we are contending 
for the truth of God. is equally unjust: this 
charge, howC'scr, we can, with truth, fling back 
at 1\lr. Alderson. for h0 has. by his cruel. and, I 
do think, wicked allegations, attempted to 
in iure his unf'rring brethren, imme of whom 
ar'e far bc>vond him in Christian usefulness and 
in mPnt:1.1 power, and in knowledge of their 
own language; and if the consequences of 
these attempts of his should rebound on his 
own h<'ad. he cannot justly complain of us. 
'· He that is first in hih O\m cause seemeth 
first. but his neighbour cometh and searcheth 
him.'' 

I ask the prayers of the whole Church of 
God. on behalf of the truth of God and of 
the bretnren of the unchanging creed; for 
while I have received the warmest thanks of 
a host of men of worth, I have had the censure 
of sume your readers little expect1 but 11one of 
these things move me; neither count I my life 
dear tc, me that I may finish my course with 
joy: what I have done. I ha,e done most con
scientiously agaim;t FulleriLe tendencies. with
uut a particle of personal t"eeliug against the lec
turer-I cannot. do differently, so h~p me God. 
'"- And of Levi hei said, bless Lord his substance 
. . . . who said unto his father and to his 
mother. I L.a.ve not seen him, neither did he 
acknowledge his brethren nor knew his own 
children. for thf'y have observed Thy Word and 
ke1Jt Thy eovenant." 

I a.m, dear Mr. Editor, 
And Lrother in tribulation, 

Your8 in Chrisi Jesus, 
HE~ R Y HALL. 

BOW.-lllness has prevented our brother 
G. Elven from fulfilling bis preaching en-
1<agements durinl( the last several weeks. 
We are thankful be is recovering. We 
silently pray he may spend some years of 
usefulness yet in preaching the Gospel. 

GOODNESS AND SEVERITY. 
Fortieth anniversary of opening of Triniz 

chapel, Boroug·h, was December 12 and I • 
Mr. Crowther preached and presided at the 
evening meeting. 

This is the first time I have been inside 
Trinity chapel; it is a commodious, sub
stantial building, ju~t out of the High street 
Borough, a densely-populated neighbour_: 
hood, and yet the corn bined attractions of a 
noble array of ministers was not sufficient 
to fill the chapel. Surely the time is now 
upon us when men will not endure sound 
doctrine. ' 

Charles Spencer ,Esq ., prayed for a blessing. 
The chairman said-For forty years truth 

had been preached here, and for some time 
unmixed truth. There are circumstances in 
all our expeiiences which are discouraging. 
We must pass through tribulation, but we 
have pleasures and joys which do not arise 
from the world, but from association with 
Jesus Christ. Althoug·h poor, feeble, and 
helpless in self, in God is fruit found. If it 
were not so, a few people could not have 
held together for such a length of time. It 
astonishes me to see how, out of great 
weakness, strength is brouglit. While many 
causes, under seemingly favourable auspices 
flourish for a time, and then die out, th~ 
feeble hold on. It is, I believe, because God 
has purposes connected with them, God has 
various ways of trying His children; the 
Lord trieth the righteous. I wish for the 
brethren and sisters who worship here, 
although, like _the conies, a feeble people, 
that the great, secret and wondrous things 
of God may be revealed to them in all their 
Church ordinances and personal experience_~r 
and that the speakers for the evening wiJ.I 
have a word for the Church and visitors. 

J. S. Anderson spoke on God's great 
name. What is in a name ? A poet has 
said, 
""A rose, by any other name, would smell as. 

sweet." 

But there was a great deal in a name, 
more especially in the name of the great 
God-in the personality ol the Trinity
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, - each in 
relationship to the people of God. The 
Church's safety and ultimate glorification 
are secured through His great name. He 
will not cast off His people for His name's 
sake. He is great for faithfulness: He has 
bound Himself by absolute and unconditional 
promises. What would become of God's 
character for faithfulness if His people ulti
mately perished? " What wilt Thou do to 
Thy great name?" If we would understand 
what God's name is, we must spell it out in 
the wondrous /erson of the God-Man; in 
His offices an characters; what He is to 
His people. " The name of the Lord is a 
strong tower; the righteous runnetb into it, 
and is safe." 

Mr. Ward's speech was on the great acts 
of God. The speaker enlarged on imputed 
righteousness; the sins of the Church im
puted to Christ, &c. ; and expressed good 
wishes to pastor and people, hoping they 
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would be recipients of the gracious acts of 
11 covenant-keeping God., 

Brother C. Cornwell wns well henrd on 
God's grant mercies. He displayed much 
knowledge of the Word of God. . 

R. A. Lawrence quoted Psalm xxx•:
" Oh how great is Thy goodness, which 
'rhou' hast lnitl up for th~m that. f~ar Thee." 
God is good in nature, ID prov1d1!3g supply 
for man and beast. He is good ID beartn/!" 
with and tolerating ungodly men; but tins 
is not the goodness spoken of in the Psalm. 
After describing God's special goodness. to 
His people, the spe~ker. gave !he followmg 
illustration in anttthestS :-" here we see 
the most marvellous manifestation of God's 
goodness, we '.11so see a manifestation of 
severity. He IS not good at the expense ?f 
justice. It is in vain that men trust ID 
the abstract goodness of God. The great 
goodness of God was displayed in the first 
promise-" The seed of the woman s~all 
bruise the serpent's head; " at the same time 
severity-the curse was pronounced. Our 
first parents were driven from Eden, and 
cherubims with flaming swords were sent to 
keep the way of the tree of !ife. It was a 
display of His g-reat goodness ID Egypt when 
all Israel were in safety in the . bloo~
sprinkled lintels, while, at the same ttm~',_ ID 
every Egyptian household th_ere _was waihng 
over a firstborn slain. At P1bah1roth, where 
He made a way in the deep for His ransomed 
to pass over the Eo-yptians, who assayed to 
follow sunk like lead in the mighty deep. 
The g~eatest _disp)ay ?f God's great goodne':8 
and of inflexible 1usttce we find on Calvary s 
cross in the salvation of the Church, and 
in th~ sufferings and death of C_hrist. Further 
illustrations remain to be seen ID the welcome 
"Come ye blessed " and the awful sentence, 
"Depa;t ye curs~d." Eternity itself will 
be a tulle;. development in the _glories of the 
redeemed and the solemn sufferings of the 
ungodly. . 

The pastor, Mr. Squirrel!, stated that, ID 
the absence of the senior deacon, Mr. Hud
son, through illness, there was no report. 
He thanked the friends who bad come to see 
the " Sq uirrell" in his little nest. A friend 
in need is a friend indeed. 

H. Hall gave warm words on God's great 
love which, be said, was the greatest sub
ject; it is the origin of all His gracious and 
mighty act,,. 

C. Masterson was eloquent on the "Ex
ceeding great and precious promises." ~ol
lections amounted to £7 7s. ld. Meetmg 
closed with the Doxology, and a few words 
of prayer from the chairman. 

A. LONDON SPARROW. 

HOXTON.-Mr. W. James held prayer 
meeting· on Friday, Dec. 10. Five prayed; 
C. W. Banks gave an address. Prayer 
meetings will be every third Friday evening 
in the month. The next meeting will be at 
43, Singleton street, East road, City road, 
Friday, Jan. 21, at B. R. G. Edwards to 
preside. 

MR. STYLES AT JIREH, EAST 
ROAD, CITY ROAD. 

Special services were held on Dec. 5 and 
7. Mr. Hazelton preached. Recogni&ing 
the familiar face ol a lover and friend uf all 
the Churches of truth, I joined his party, 
and was privileged to hear a dear old mother 
in Israel recount her call by grace in the 
year 1B31, and some of the many tokens of 
the Lord's gracious dealings and upholdings 
since. Comparing notes and experiences we 
hastened on the time lor public meeting. 
There is a lack of spiritual converse among 
us members now-a-days. Have we nothing 
to tell of the Lortl's dealings with us? Apart 
from the usual preaching and prayer meet
ing services, anything, everything, forms 
the subject of conversation but the things 
which pertain to our spiritual lite. There is 
a necessity ( God grant it may be more gene
rally and deeply lelt) lor an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit that the barriers of cold re
straint, natural re.erve, pride, or whatever 
it may be that keeps us Jrom getting at each 
other's hearts, may be broken down, and 
that we who Jear the Lortl may speak otten 
one to another. Chas. Wilson, E;q., pre
sided; Mr. !Hiller offered prayer. 

The chairman gave a short practical speech 
on charity. He had heard from brother 
Pocock that the debt due to treasurer was 
£15 and the deacons would be satisfied if 
£5 ,:,ere obtained tilat evening. 

We are not often privileg-ed to see Mr. 
Styles on the platform; hence your little 
" ~parrow " asks for some encroachment on 
your space. Our dea: secr_eta~)'. Styles was 
labouring under physical dISabiltty, and felt 
more inclined to be at home; but it was one 
of the traits of pure religion to visit the 
widows in their affliction; so he came in a 
neighbourly way to visit a widowed Church. 
He congratulated them on the prospect of 
obtainino• a g-rant ol £20 for distribution 
among· the poor. He would give a few 
thoughts on three sentences in the Lord's 
prayer-" Our Father which art in heaven;" 
" Give us tliis day our daily bread;" " For 
Thine is the kingdom." 

The relationship stands at the threshold. 
By an act of sovereign grace God the Father 
chose millions of sons and daugilters, and 
Christ is the link of the uuion. Their names 
were written in the Lamb's Book of Life. 
It is a prevailing idea tilat this !5 _a literal 
book · he was inclined to the opm1011 held 
by J o'11D Stevens tnat this book is the perso11 
of our Lord. G~d has a family register; He 
wrote His children's names before they were 
born; we write our chiltlreu's names after. 

"Uh, may I find my name 
RecordcU in :;owe humble place 
Beneath my Loni the Lamb.'' 

This relationship is evidenced iu time by the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the heart. We, 
who were uaturally ufar ott; are brought to 
feel the necessity of tile Lamb's pat'dou,_ug 
blood, and are favoured witl:t some feelmg 
desires, and are letl to atlt11:ess God as our 
Father. Adoption is smuettmes 1reated of 
as a doctrine· it is rather a glo1"10us fact. 
"Give us thls day our daily bread." As 
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children of Adam, and children ot God, this 
petition embraces all that we need temporally, 
1md all those wants which, 11s being·s who 
will live for ever, none but God Himself ean 
satisfr. A ch\ld of God, in the services of 
God's house, may have his soul drawn out 
in holy, happy communion; and yet, in the 
avocations of daily life, work with energy 
for his daily needs. The world asks, " How 
tlo these things square? " Take an illustra
tion from the lark, who, joyously singing, 
soars near to heaven's gate: and yet has to 
descend and diligently search the earth for 
grain to support life. 

If I am God's child, I shall be the subject 
of longings and bungerings, like David, 
when be said, " My heart and flesh crieth 
out for the living God." The world, with 
all its resources, will not be able to satisfy 
the cravings of the inner man. I shall enter 
into the meaning of Christ's words,-" My 
flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink 
indeed ; " a text which the deepest theologian 
cannot explain, but which the humblest 
believer realises. 

Grace sufficient for the day. Day by day 
the manna fell. Some Christians anticipate 
troubles, and want grace to meet future 
events. The prayer is-" Giveusthi,sday." 
A martyr iu the condemned cell, on the eve 
of being brought to the stake, to fry and 
ascertain how the flesh could bear tbe painful 
ordeal, placed his hand in the flame of a 
candle, but shrunk from the torturing effect 
with many fears that on the morrow he 
would prove a coward ; but the morrow 
came, and grace and strength came with it, 
and he was able to die bravely, triumphing 
in his God. He wanted the grace of patience 
in the cell. Dying grace before the time 
comes is not promised. " For Thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory." May 
ever'y heart present add, "Amen! " 

Brethren Meeres, Webb, Griffiths, and 
Lodge, addressed the meeting. Brother 
Gander brought the meeting to a close by a 
few remarks on the distinctive characters of 
God's children and the world. Being let go 
thev went to their own company. There 
:lll'e · two classes - righteous and \\icked ; 
,.i;IU?ep and goats; wheat and tares. The 
W.ord of God is discriminating. 

'.['be proceeds of the services were £14 18s. 
A LONDON SPARROW. 

·p .,i;J,-The "Sparrow" chirps his grate/~! 
. acknowledgments to brother Lodge for hlB 
kind intention of wing-clipping. Hopes he 
will beIUerciful. Liberty is sweet, and crumbs 
are scarce. The report of meeting at Stepney 
was written under the natural impression 
that the.chairman was known to the speakers. 
Brother Lodge states this was not the case 
as regards himself. 

WALWORTH.-First half-yearly meet
ing of the Excelsior Temperance Society, at 
York street, was ou Monday, December 13. 
The chair was taken by Mr. Carr. Report 
was read by the honorary secretary, Mr. 
Kaye: it showed considerable progress. Mr. 
Messer, by a very warm-hearted speech, 
moved the adoption of the report ; seconded 

by Mr. Beddow. Mr. Cll~hlr~ lilelt'ed the 
report be printed; this was seconded by Mr. 
Stone. (And if Mr. Banks is willing to 
have it in the Vessel, with great pleasure It 
will be forwarded to him.) Mrs. Durant 
e;ave some account of what the Sisters of 
Progress were doing in connection with the 
Society. A speech from Mr. Rowe, and a 
thought from Mr. Johnson, with praise and 
prayer, brought this service to a close. 

W.B. 

WOOLWICH.-The pastor of Enon, Mr. 
J. Brittain, we are exceedingly grieved to 
learn, has been bereaved of one of the very 
best of friends, his own beloved wife, who 
died on Sunday, Nov. 28, 1875, one week 
after she had given birth to her ninth child. 
We may be able to give further particulars 
in a future number. When a pastor is de
prived of such a partner, and the dear 
children of a mother so devoted and affec
tionately carelul, it is indeed a calamity hard 
to bear. But the precious promise reacheth 
even to a case so extreme-" As thy days, so 
shall thy strength he." 

DEVON AND CORNWALL.-"Jere
miah Thoughtful's Tour Through the West" 
is not so profitable. Of the late Arthur 
Triggs' ministry Jeremiah is prejudiced. 
We have lately read his "Dying Moments." 
Like poor dear James, clouds rather pained 
the latter part of his life; but Arthur Triggs 
lived a life of faith in the Son of God ; and he 
died in the Lord. Jeremiah's visits toTvinity, 
How street, &c., and the desolations of Corn
wall, are reserved. 

ENFIELD. - The Enfield Observer 
contains original and racy sketches of the 
opening of new chapels in that rising, 
respectable, and aristocratic district. Very 
able and interesting reports are found in this 
" Observer," but as we read the carefully 
characteristic papers, we fear there is more 
taste displayed in the buildings than there 
is powerful, evangelical, and spiritual power 
to be found in the pulpits. 

WATFORD.-We cannot yet promise a 
memoir of the late Mr. H. Wise. The fol
lowing from his daughter tells us how quietly 
his end here was :-Mr. Banks,-Dear lather 
is no more to this world. He died Thursday, 
Nov. 25, at eight o'clock in the evening, in 
a sleep, without a struggle. He is gone to 
see his dear Redeemer, whom he has spoken 
of for so many years. We, as a family, 
mourn his loss; but know our Joss will be his 
gain. Our united love.-HANNAH WISE. 

PECKHAM.-We had an exciting service 
in Mr. Moyle's chapel, Dec. 12, when Mr. 
Usher haptized nine candidates for member
ship. Mr. Moyle continueeto preach-some 
think better than ever.-M. S. 

BILLER I CA Y.-Jireh is holding on in 
peace. Brother Rogers has ~poken to the 
people there with acceptance nearly one year. 
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MH. ALDERMAN TATHAM'S 
ADDRESS 

·ON OPENING NEWBOLD HALL SCHOOLS 
AT ROCHDALE. 

An interesting report of proceerlings and 
progress of New Baptist chapel will be given 
when we can arrange material. The ope,n
ing address of Mr. John Tatham was, in 
substance, as follows:-

MY DEAR FRIENDS,-When I am called 
upon to take the chair at a meeting, and the 
programme is placed before me, if I see 
among-st the names of other speakers, the 
Chairman's address is expected, I generally 
feel a reluctance in taking the chair; on this 
occasion the same feeling, in some measure, 
exists., but I should indeed be wanting if I 
was backward in either presiding or taking 
any other place amongst you to-night, for 

·-we have good reason to feel truly g-rateful 
to a kind Providence who has blessed the 
efforts put forth in the erection of this school ; 
·the top stone broug-ht to the building free 
from accident, and I trust the adjoining 
cl,apel will be attended with the same 
favourable result. 

It is now six months and a few davs since 
we met tog-ether to lay the memorial stones 
of the school and chapel, and ahout fourteen 
-months since the first earth was removed. 
We are now within these walls for this our 
•.flrst public tea meeting, and it is pleasing- to 
see so many gathered together on this occa
sion, especially when we notice the un
favourable state of the weather ; and still more 
'pleasing must it have been to those who take 
an interest in this place, to see such a large 
attendance last Sunday at each o{ the three 
opening- services. It must also have created 
a tliankful feeling in the hearts of both 
superintendent and teachers to see so many 
children g-athered together within these 
walls, for the first time, last Sunday, before 
service, as a Sabhath school. There is g-reat 
need for such places in which to train the 
young- in the paths they ought to walk. 

I was reading the papers the other day, 
·and was very much struck with a remark the. 
Home Secre'tary made to a deputation which 
waited upon him with regard to having Sti
pendiary Magistrates. Mr. Cross, answering 
the deputation, stated that he considered the 
m•~istrates discharged their duties well, 
when he found that of 622.104 cases during 
the year (of which 121,423 were females) 
only 100 appeals were made, of which 54 
·were only sustained. But it is not the merits 
of the mag-istrates to which I wish to draw 
your attention, but the vast numher of men, 
women, and children, who break the laws of 
-the land, showing forth strongly the need of 
such places as these, and similar places. 

But, my rlear friends, we may erect and 
open schools and drnpel, yet it is like taking 
the horse to the water, vou cannot compel it 
lo drink; so here you c"annot compel people 
to e.ome. Yet it is the dutv of nll to do what 
they cnn, and in rlue time fruit mnv be seen. 
Many of you rem em her there wiis an old 
hall stood here, some two hundred years olrl, 
or more, around which, and in the grounds 

were large fruit trees, where, in years not 
long past, much fruit. waq g-atheretl. And I 
may say the desire of those who have worked 
and taken an interest in the erection oftheae 
schools, i•, to see much living- fruit produced 
by the instrumentality of the ministers, 
teachers, and friends ; yea, we hope, at no 
distant period, to see the adjoining chapel 
completed. I need not say that the com
mittee are united in putting forth every effort 
to bring all the work to a satisfactory con
clusion, and are g-rateful to all who have 
contributed to the funrls. 

We hope to see both the chapel and the 
school well attended, and not as I have read
I think it was the editor of the Nonconfor
mist who sent a reporter round to various 
Churches in some neig-hhourhood in London, 
and he visited about fourteen churches, and 
the cong-regations only averaged about 
ninety. This sort of attendance is not en
couraging; it is a lamentable fact that in 
our churches and chapels there are far too 
many empty pews. The cong-regation ought 
to show an example to the young ; and I 
trust the children connected with this school 
will appreciate their new and comfortable 
Hall, and may more, who don't attend any 
school, be gathered within these walls. There 
is no desire to take children from other places 
We wish to exercise charity towards others, 
yet, if there are parents who prefer their 
children coming here, we shall be glad to 
welcome them, and do them good, and may 
all of us, wherever placed, whether here or 
elsewhere, by a kind Providence, do all we 
can, and if possible, leave the world better 
than we found it. It is lamentable to see 
how people ahuse the gifts of providence; 
some going to questionable places of amuse
ment, others spending their money so fool
ishly, and inconsiderately in drink; when 
they have to work from Monday morning to 
Saturdary nig-ht to obtain it. Let us not 
have any amon:i;,t us who, after leaving 
Sunday school, fall into these habits. 

Let me again encourage the boys and girls, 
young men and maidens, to attend punctually 
and regularl:r to their school duties, for rest 
assured, if you acquire a good education, you 
nre more likelv to make cheerful homes and 
happy family circles, when you grow up to 
men and women, and become heads of 
families; and to all here to-night and others 
that are not here, I do on behalf of the com
mittee thank you for for the as.sistance which 
vou have rendered towards the erection of 
this place. 

You know to whom the gold and silver 
belongs, and the cattle upon a thousand bills, 
nnd it is to be hoped He will so guide the 
giver and the efforts put forth, that at no 
distant period everv demand mav be met and 
the top stone brought to the adjoinin~ chapel, 
enabling you to sit under your vme and 
fig-trees, owing no man anything (Ch~ers). 

Allow me to sav that some of the friends 
thought there o,i'ght to he a collection to
nig-ht others thought different, therefore no · 
collection will be made this evening, but as 
the opening services continue to-morrow, 
the building committee wJll be glad to see 
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vou and manv others in attendance at tho~e 
servires, when vour contributions to the 
building· fund will be gratefully received. 
(Applause). 

RECOGNITION OF MR. J, BOX. 
OxF0RD STREET.-Specfal services were 

held at Sohochapel,Tuesday, November 30th, 
to recog-nise Mr. J. Box as pastor. In the 
morning· a spedal prayer meeting; in after
noon Mr. Meeres read and prayed. After a 
few words from Mr. Alderson, Mr. J. Box 
related his rail hv irrace; of which we g·ive a 
brief outline. He said I have reason to be 
pateful to God that I was born of Christian 
parents: it was their godly example, under 
God, whichwasthemeansof leading my mind 
to con<ider, and of turning m~· heart towards 
the word and wavs of the Lord. From mv 
earliest davs I loved to worship God, and 
think with pleasure of that first Sunday 
afternoon when I felt the force and sweet
ness of the work of the Spirit upon my breast. 
Youth came, and I was surrounded by young 
fellows; and with this variety around me, 
mv mind was filled with carnal thoug-hts, 
though the love of God was not driven from 
me. At that time I trudged to chapel with 
mv mother who was deaf. Father would ask 
at' night ahout the terts, &c. This pleasing 
me, I paid g-reat attention, so that I might 
be able ~o answer his questions. After a 
time I went to hear Mr. C. Smith at Cum
berland street. One evening when the Lord's 
Supper wa.s being celebrated, I was much 
affected, and hei:ran to wish that I might 
celebrate that love which was then melting 
my heart, and felt the precious words, 

"SwPC't the moments, rjch in blessing, 
Which before the cross I spend." 

I was in a situation where temptation 
surrounded me, but the power of God kept 
me. I remember g-oing to Providence chapel 
one Thursdav nig-ht when Mr. Smith spoke 
from the words in James i. 5. This sermon 
lifted a burden from my mind, still; I thought 
I must be better before I joined the Church. 
One dav an ol,! friend said, " If you tarry 
till vou'r~ better, you will never join at all." 
This was in November, 1854; it led meto go 
before the Church. 

W. Pook, a deacon, then said, "befo~,e I 
go to my grave, I shalJ bear you preach. 

CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 

This is an important question. I fully 
realise my position. I always trembled at 
the position in relation to mvself. I went 
into business in the South oi London, and 
sat under the ministrv of Jonathan George. 
When Mr. Georg-e died, the Church bad 
supplies · my soul got starved. A friend 
said " ther,)s a good minister at East street." 
I ...:ent · mv heart was melted under the 
sound ot' the· Gospel. That ministry proved 
a terrible one to me; however, it afterwards 
healed the wound it bad made: it was a 
i:rreat blessini:r. In December, 1862, I joined 
East street. · Sometimes when listening to 
my brother proclaiming sovereign grace, my 

heart was full, and I felt as if I could get up 
and preach to the people if I dared, 

One Sunday, Mr. A. said to me, you must 
,:ret some one to preach for me at the Aged 
Pilg·rims' Asylum next Lord's-day. I went 
to clrnpel next Sunday, but had forgotten 
all about it; Mr. A. said, "You must go 
and do the best vou can." I had had sweet 
enjoyment thinlcing over a passage of truth, 
during the week. I went, and told the 
friends that ::lir. Alderson could not preach. 
What are we to do 1 was then asked. "You 
must speak." I opened God's Word at the 
Transfiguration, expounded on the chapter, 
and prayed. I opened the Bible again at 
the part I had been thinking of, and it opened 
up to my mind, I announced the text, and 
said something upon it, and felt as bad after 
as if I had committed a great sin. 

On the Monday evening following the 
Pilgrims held a prayer meeting ; I was 
present. Brother Firminger was on the 
platform; at the close he asked me to come 
and help them at Peckham Rye. Two weeks 
after brother Firminger asked me again ; I 
consented to g-o. 

In April, 1872, one Sunday morning, I 
rose as usual earlv to go ; not feeling well 
I went to bed 'ag-ain; when, presently, 
brother Brown walked into the bedroom, 
and said the pastor was ill, and I was to· 
preach at East street. I said I was unfit to 
preach. At last I said, if be would go to 
Mr. I., who was going to Bethesda, and get 
him to go to East street, I would go to Beth
esda. He did ; the change was made ; and 
thus I went to the chapel I was familiar 
with from a babe. I preached; the Lord 
helped me. Then I was invited to Richmond: 
went there with trembling, and since my 
first visit to Richmond have never wanted a 
pulpit to preach in. . . . . 

[The doctrines formmg the basis of ~JS
terial teaching were read ; they were ID ac
cordance with the faith of our Churches.] 

The leadings of Providence, in connection 
with comini:r to Soho, were related. Mr. 
Battersby said he believed Mr. Box bad been 
sent to them in answer to their earnest and 
united prayers. 

Mr. Foster heard Mr. Box at Foots Cray; 
be gave us such a good account of him, that 
we invited him to preach for us; he came : 
we felt the Lord's anointed was before us. 
After supplying for some time, we had a 
Church meeting, at which only two voted· 
negatively, so he became our pastor. 

Mr. C. Box then united the people (as 
represented by Mr. Jeffreys, the senior dea
con) to his son, as pastor and people, and a 
very affecting sight it was. 

In the evening, after reading and prayer 
by Mr. C. Box, three comprehensive ad
dresses were given by Messrs. Atkinson, 
Anderson and Hazelton. Messrs. J. H. 
Brown, 'Cornwell, Dearsly, Dallimore, 
Edwards, Langford, Masterson, Osmond, 
G. Webb, Woodward, Briscoe, Beazley,. 
Pung, Denny, Oakey, Squirrel!, and Ward,, 
as brother ministers were nlso present. 

W.B. 
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TRIALS OF COUNTRY PASTORS. 
BROTHER BANKB,-I feel here I am al

most one by myself. I nm hut little known. 
Some there ore with whom I should not wish 
to be acquainted - as their tenets are not 
in nccordnnce with the A"lorious Gospel of the 
grace of God, ns it is revealed in the Scrip
tures of divine truth. My dear Brother,
! find it to be a battle indeed to take my 
stand upon the glorious doctrines of the Cross, 
and the precious Christ who suffered for His 
elect bride. Universal redemption and 
Anglicanism are strong opponen Iii in this 
district. I find the latter to be especially so; 
for, in these villages, the parson is king of the 
parish; and uses all the influence he possesses 
to keep the people from the chapel. They 
are warned of the heresy and erroneous 
teaching they will receive by going, and, 
beside all this-" Church is the proper place 
for the people to attend." Our Church, 
which consists of only fifty-one members, 
are all very poor. Our cause has been sadly 
torn in years that are past; and never has 
recovered from the divisions. I have been 
labouring here over two years, the congrega
tions are excellent in the afternoon which is 
about the only encouraging feature about it. 
But this is encouraging: while there are 
many g·ather together I can hope 1hat my 
labour in the Lord is not in vain. We can 
bless the Lord for peace-wish we could add 
prospe1·ity to it; but, as the Lord has 
granted us the one, we are pleading with 
Him to bestow the other. 

I have had much pleasure in carrying the 
Gospel into the surrounding villages during 
the summer months, holding open air services 
where there is nothing but the church for 
the people to go to. I have been encouraged 
by the attendance at those meetings, and the 
evident interest manife,ted by those who 
attend; although my words have been mis
represented by some, and false reports raised, 
and mis-statements made: still I am nothing 
daunted at these things. I still intend, by 
the help of the Lord, to carry on the warfare, 
through nil report as well as good report. I 
dare not believe that all th~ seed thus widely 
scattered can be lost; a reaping time will 
follow although it ma:v not fall to my lot to 
reap. I know one thing it "shall prosper in 
the thing" my Father please " and accom
plish that whereunto it is sent," and thus He 
will be glorified even if "its the savour of 
death unto death." 

And now, dear brother, I have a question 
to ask. Cnn you inform me, What is the 
smallest amount of garden ground that a 
parson can claim tithe for? I am not sure 
that all the cottag·es have lo pay the clergy
man tithe for small pieces of garden either at 
the back or the front of their cottages. I 
never heard such a thing before as cottagers 
paying tithe. I fancy its wrong. My house 
•lands in the same parish, and the parson has 
sent me a paper demanding ls. ld. tithe for 
my very small piece. I sent the paper hack 
unpaid, sending word I had not ground 
auflicient for a tithe; he sent word he should 
return it and expect me to pay it. If 
its legal I will ; I should like to know, if 

possih!e, as mine will be a precedent for 
others; if he i.s illegally taking tithe of the 
cottagers I will endeavour to enlighten the 
parish on the subject; if you can enlighten me 
I shall esteem it a great favour. Brother, 
pray for me. 

PECKHAM-RYE LANE. 
ANNUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETING. 
The annual meeting- in connection with 

the Sunday school wa.s held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 16. The spacious schoolroom was 
profusely decorated with mottoes, nowers 
and evergreens. Tables handsomely fur
nished by the ladies were crowded with 
guests. Alderman W. McArthur, M.P., was 
at the centre of the platform tahle. 

The evening meeting commeHced at half
past six. The school occupied the gallery, 
and the body of the chapel was completely 
filled. Among the pieces sung by the 
scholars was an adaptation from Mendels
sohn's "I waited for the Lord." The chair
man, Aid. W. McArthur, who is a thorough 
Sundav school man, made an excellent and 
a genial speech. Having to attend another 
meeting he left early: and his place was 
filled by M. Rogers, :&q., Mayor of Ten
terden. 

The superintendent (Mr. Congreve) made 
a statement relative to the progress of the 
school and the purchase of the freehold of a 
part of the school buildings. There had been 
a great increase in the infant class, which 
alone numbers 165; also in theyoungwomen's 
Bible class, of which there are over fifty 
members now. In answer to united prayer 
the Holy Spirit had been much present; 
and in the young men's Bible class and 
among the junior teachers there bad been 
awakened a large amount of earnestness and 
devotion. The early Lord's-day morning 
prayer meeting had been Iare:ely attended. 
Twelve young persons from the school had 
been baptized in the year and added to the 
Church, seven more were proposed,-and 
there were not a few beside who are anxious 
enquirers after truth. 

Mr. Congreve also stated that the £301} 
for which the Church had become responsible 
to complete the freehold of the school buildingS
must be paid, Recording- to their agreement, 
in three years. ONE HUNDRED P0GNDS 
PER ANNUM: for THREE YEARS would 
therefore be needed-the first hundred that 
night. And then the chapel, ,uith its 
spacious school and range of classrooms, 
all freehold, would be a property worth 
TWO THOUSAND POUNDS MORE than the 
sum obtained from the Railway Company 
for the old chapel, &c., in 1863. 

Subscriptions were then received at the 
table. Mr. Cong-reve handed in £40-a 
further profit from " Gnns of Song " 
(making nltoO'ether about £200 realised from 
that little hy.';'m book for Sunday school pur
poses); also £10 from the tea;_ and from the 
chairman, £55s. And thus, with other sums 
and collection at the close, more than the 
£100 was raised; and the whole meeting 
sang with a thankful heart, 
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11 PraiF-r God from whom all blessings flow." 

The addre&•es delivered during the evening 
were earnest, thoughtful and interesting. 
Mr. Briscoe spoke on "Sunday Scl1ool Work 
the Glorious Mission of the Church o•Christ·" 
Mr. John .Tones. of St. Mary Cray ~n 
"The Teacher's Dependence on the Holy 
Spirit for Succes.s; " Mr. Alderson on 
"The Scriptures Our Text Book and the 
Cross the Centre of Our Teaching;" Mr. 
Usher, of Dacre Park, on" The Importance 
of Jndiddual and United Prayer.'' Mr. 
Shrimpton, of the Sunday School Union 
gave a sketch of a " Recent Visit to th; 
Continent on Behalf of Sunday Schools." 

The venerahle pastor look.ed well and 
bappy. He commenced the service and in 
other ways took part in it. He feeis the 
weakness of age, but there is no sign of any 
mental deca,. 

In every way the meeting· was considered 
to he one of the hest Sundav school meetings 
that have been held at R~•elane. "To Him 
who doeth wonders'• be glory evennore ! 

BAPTIZING SERVICES AT RYE LANE. 
On Lord's-day evening, December 12, Mr. 

W. Usher, of Dacre park, preached and 
administered the ordinance of Believers' 
Baptism on behalf of the aged pastor, Mr. 
G~o.. Moyle. Nine young persons were 
privileged to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Six were connected with the Bible classes of 
the school, and one was an interestino- little 
lad of another class, a!!'ed 13 years. An able 
discourse was preached from· Psalm xxi. 5: 
"His glory is g-reat in thy salvation.'' (This 
is the third baptism in tb.~ year.) 

As usual at Rye Lane, when young persons 
connected with the school are among the 
candidates, a service for the young was helrl 
in the afternoon, presided over bv the super
intendent (Mr. Congrel'e). 'The chapel 
was crowded in every part. The subjects 
for six short addresses were ru-ranged hy the 
superintendent as follows, and preceded by 
'brief, earnest prayers by three of the 
teachers-formerly scholars:-

The Children nf Christ-What are they'! 
C ompanions of the Good. 
H eirs of the Kingdom. 
R unners of the Race. 
I nhabitanls of the Rock. 
S oldiers of the Cross. 
T ravellers to the Kingdom. 

forming an acrostic on the word, "Christ," 
and spoken to by Mr. G. Moyle (pastor), Mr. 
Usher, Mr. Clubb, Mr. Creasey, Mr. Brown, 
and Mr. Congreve. After each address a 
verse of the following bJ•mn (written for the 
occasion) was sunJr ;-a pretty little card, 
beautifully printed by Mr. Robert Banks, 
being distributed through the meeting'.-

,. Companion of tbc Good "-I'll seek 
For those wbo fear Thy name; 

Their God shall be my God,-l,encefor~h 
Their joys and mine the 1mme. ' 

An" H~1r of Promise," Saviour blest I 
Let Thy young BPJ'Vant be; 

Eternal life Thy promise speaks; 
Fulfil Thy Word in me. 

A " R11nner of the Race.'' to Chl'ist 
I look with pl'ayerfnl eyes: 

Lot'd I give me strength to spe;:d my way, 
And win the heavenly prize. 

"Inbabttant of l Zion's Rock,' 11 

To Jesus let me cling ; 
And thus secure from evcl'y too 

His mercies sweetly sing. 

A "Soldiel' of the 0ross."-fol' Him 
Who died fol' love of me 

I'll bear the sword, Hts banner wave, 
And shout the victory. 

A" Traveller to the Kln1rdom" fair, 
Forth from the world I come. 

And onward press with weary feet, 
To reach my Father's home. 

GEO. Trros. CONGREVE. 

The pastor closed with prayer. The whole 
service occupied an hour and a-half and was 
greatly interesting to young and old. 

"THE TERRIBLE WAIL." 
DEAR SrR,-No one need to question the 

sincerity of your Brighton correspondent's 
mind when he assures us of the pain he felt 
"at readinl!' and bearing the terrible wail 
that comes from one end of the land to the 
other, through the lack of divine influence 
upon the ministry and teaching of our own 
particular denomination." But it is just 
possible that he may view " our particular 
denomination'' from a very unfavourable 
stand-point-through the blurred lens of 
Arminianism, as he honestly informs us that 
he reads " other periodicals than those circu
lated by the Strict Baptists ; " and through 
thes~ many mediums of inter-communication 
be may have beard of the din and stir pro
duced by the American revivalists, which 
may have caused a disruption in his organs of 
audition, if so, it is to be hoped that in due 
course he may regain his wanted (spiritual) 
sight and hearing, through a higher and 
purer channel than what may be expected to 
blow through " other periodicals than those 
circulated by the Strict Baptists." If his 
sympathies are towards the popular 
preachers of the day, and their natural 
theolog-y, as may reasonably be supposed 
from the tenor of bis lamentable epistle, no 
marvel if he fails to see that ( external) 
prosperity which " our particular denomina
tion," as may be found where the glorious 
doctrines of Christ are wilfully "left out in 
the cold." Alas for Zion! "Our own dear 
section of the one Church,'' if she has 
nothing more to encourage and strengthen 
her than the echoes of the Brighton 
" tweedle-dum and tweed le-dee." 
"0 name It not In Gath I-It cannot be 
That grave and learned clerks should need such 

aid." 

If your correspondent should recover from 
bis affliction, which we all sincerely hope he 
may, be will at his leisure give us some brief 
record of what he is " doing for the Lord " 
and how he is doing it, that we may hear no 
longer of this supposed "heavy wail through 
non .. success." 

Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS. 
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OUR CHURCHES IN "THE BLACK 
COUNTRY." 

EPISTLES TO APELLEB,-No. 4. 
MY DEAR APPELLES,-

" Now to grace as debtors we, 
Sparc<l another year w see, 
Mercies pass'd would still review: 
God hath helped us hitherto, 
Oft by Zion's foes annoyed, 
Oft cast down but not destroyed; 
Still to grace the praise Is due : 
God bath helped us hitherto.'' 

So wrote John Kent; so can we sing at 
the commencement of another year; yea, 
while we have life and breath, of covenant 
mercy loud we'll sing. 

To look back and take a retrospective view 
over the year 1875 is to call to mind the 
many mercies, nurnerous deliverances, won
drous interpositions, marvellous protections, 
and gracious supportings of a kind and in
dulgent God, who bath not dealt with us 
after our sins, or rewarded us according 
to our iniquities; for as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are His thoughts 
than our thoughts, and His ways higher 
than our ways. 

u Many changes we have seen, 
Many have our trials been; 
But have been upheld till now
Who could hold us up but Thou?" 

But midst all the changes our God remains 
ever the same. Jesus Christ, our best Friend, 
still the same yesterday, to-day, and tor 
ever; the blessed Spirit, with His quickening, 
soul-reviving influence, the same; the cove
nant ordered in all things and sure the same; 
the Rock of Eternal Truth, notwithstanding 
all the Lo heres and Lo theres, and spas
modic conversions, the same; and, my dear 
Appelles, your hope and mine the same, in 
hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot 
lie, promised before the world began; and 
whatever have been our frames, yea, 

"Though we have Him oft forgot, 
His lovingkindness cbangeth not.'' 

One of the best and well-attended congre
gations that we have in this Black Country 
is situate at 

OLD HILL. Spting Meadow Baptist 
chapel is a short distance from the Railway 
Station, wich is seven miles and-a-hall from 
Birmingham, and about midway between 
Birmingham and Stourbridge. 

The people are, for the most part, the poor 
of the Lord's flock-poor in this world's goods, 
but rich in faith and heirs of the kiug·dom ot 
heaven. After a hard week of bodily toil at 
the coal mines, or chain or nail making, they 
are up betimes on the Lord's-day, and are 
active in the school, endeavouring to sow the 
seed of truth and in storing the minds and 
memories of the rising generation with the 
sacrad Scriptures. At 10.30 punctual the 
service beg-ins, aml a good friend to the cause, 
Benjamin Taylor by name, takes bis stand 
under the pulpit, and commences by an
nouncing the number of hymn. A trumpet 
sound gives the key-note; and two lines at 
a time is the primitive method here. 

With heart, voice and soul, one and all 
unite to praise the Lord, for there are no 

drones or sleepy ones here. Dr. Watts• and 
Burder's collection are the books used. The 
music, doubtless, would be strongly ohjected 
to by some; but ii you were in this musical 
district you would have to submit, for "as 
weJJ the singers as the players on instru
ments are here;" and I may add tbat-

"A dlvin£:, harmontom1 sound, 
The Gospel trumpet gives; 

No music can with ir, compare
The soul that knows It ll ves.'' 

This cause has been raised by the instru
mentality of Joseph Smith who was quite 
one among the people. The Lord called 
him by His grace, raised him up from the 
Adam-fall transgression; gave him a stand
ing upon the Rock of Eternal Ages; put 
good treasure in his heart ; made him as a 
bottle without vent; and then gave him a 
room to speak forth the unsearchable riches 
of a precious Christ. Many were plucked 
as brands from tl1e eternal burnings; some 
of the greatest enemies to the truth were 
brought to be in love with it. The people 
increasing, the chapel was built, and for 
about the space of forty-three yea:s be did 
not shun to declare all the counsel of God. 
He has entered into lull possession of his 
inheritance, received the palm of victory, 
and left behind, to mourn bis Joss, a loving 
happy, lively and united people; lords ove; 
God's heritage have no place here, for one 
and all are ensamples to the flock. Mr. 
Swiler, who has been from the commence
ment with them, is one of the iron pillars in 
defence of truth; and while he bas the 
wisdom of the serpent, he has the harmless
ness of the dove, and is hi~bJy esteemed and 
appreciated in his office of deacon. 

You have doubtless heard of Mr. Barrs, by 
some styled "Reverend," who preached at 
Rowley Church for many years-one who 
was sound in the truth and proclaimed a full 
free and finished salvation, and blew th; 
Gospel trumpet with a certain sound. When 
he was taken home, and the truth went from 
Rowley Church, the family left, and have 
been constant attendants at Spring Meadow. 

The year 1875 bas witnessed the departure 
of many, and among them a good friend to 
the cause, Frederick William George Barrs, 
Esq., J.P. and M.A. While Icannotsay 
he was in Church fellowship with the people, 
it can be said he was a constant attendant, 
and loved a sound Gospel ministry, and I 
trust has entered that rest that remaineth 
for the people of God. His widow and other 
members of the family still attend. 

This place of worship bas a commodious 
vestry, a gallery at each end, and a noble 
pulpit. It has lately undergone repairs and 
decorations, for the people have a mind to. 
work. 1'he1·c is attached a bul'ial ground. 
The mortal remains ot the late pastor rest 
here in the silent grave till the sound of the 
resurrection trumpet. 

The best of supplies are secure,! for the 
people, such as l\lessrs. J. S. Warburton, of 
Wigan, Players, of Coventry, Howard, of 
.Hirming·ham, Turner, of Netherton, and 
Archer, of Blackburn, &c., &c. Some have 
objected to l\Ir. Howard because he was" a 
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Ve,,sel man; •· and one minister, I am told, 
went so far as to say, he would not on any 
account preach in the pulpit ag;nin while 
they admitted sueh a man. Others said, 
" "'hether Vrssel man or no, he has in
strumentally done my soul good, and I love 
him for his work's sake.'' I believe he him
selt repudiates the idea of being· a party man, 
and would say " \Vhile one saith I am for 
Paul, and an'other I am for Apollos, and 
another Jor Cephas, are ye not carnal ·1 ' ' 

" Let party names no more 
'l'llc Christian world o'erspread.'' 

When will the happy time come when all 
those who contend tor the truth, and the 
ordinances of God's house, put on as the 
beloYed of the Lord bowels ol mercies, and 
lay aside all malice, envies, and evil speakings, 
and ministers, as well as people, be kindly 
affoctioned one toward another ? 

It was on Lord's-day, Sept. 12, I was 
privileged to hear Mr. Howard, and he went 
through the three services, to my mind, with 
a "thus saith the Lord." In the morning 
he entered into the experience ol many tried 
ones, from the words,-" Weeping may en
dure tor a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning." In the afternoon, which at most 
places is a dull time, be took us out for a 
comfortable ride in King Solomon's chariot, 
and assured us, from God's"' ord, it was quite 
safe. The bottom being of gold, and the 
midst thereof being pa,•ed with love, could 
not drop out and the wheels could not pos
sibly come off; and the final end of those who 
were by grace brought to enter this chariot 
would be eternal glory. An old friend said,-
" Though earth, and hell, and sin combine, 

To drag one sheep to hell1 
They might as well attempt to drag 

Our Jesus there as well." 

In the evening we had the solemn closing 
words ot the tiong of Deborah and Barak,
" So let all Thine enemies perish, 0 Lord; 
but let them that love Him be as the sun 
when he goeth forth in his might." 

That the Lord, in His infinite goodness 
and kindness, may send this affectionate, 
kind, lively, warm-hearted and happy people 
a man after His own heart, who shall feed 
them with the finest of the wheat and the 
pure blood of the grape, is the sincere and 
earnest prayer of AN OLD DISCIPLE. 

MR. GEORGE ELVEN AND THE 
FOREST GATE CHURCH. 

DE.AR MR. EDITOR, - Will you allow 
me to ask your anonymous correspondent of 
Forest Lane a question? which, if he 
answers, and puts his name thereto, I will, 
by your permission, make some remarks 
upon his statement in this month's Vessel, 
in reference to the discipline of the Church 
at that place, and the baptizing therein 
spoken of. The question is as follows :
Will he faithfulJy state whether the order of 
the Forest Lane Baptist Church is the same 
as that of other recognised Strict Baptist 
Churches? I am, yours faithfully, 

GEORGE ELVEN, 
11, York street, Globe road, Mile End. 

AWAKE! AWAKE! YE MINISTERS 
OF TRUTH IN ENGLAND. 

A LOUD VOICE FROM AMERICA, 

DEAR BROTHER C. W. BANKB,-As J 
was perusing the Vessel the other <lay some
thing wit.bin me said," Write, write." Ac
cordingly I take up my pen in answer
shall I say to the sacred im J'lUlse 1 Certainly, 
whatever is truthful and g·ood must emanate 
from the Father of all truth and g;race. 
There is a blessed connection existing between 
the people of God and the Spirit ol light, 
life, trn th 11nd grace ; and gfol'ious bond of 
union existing between the living Church 
and the living; Head, Christ Jesus. Yes, 
blessed be God, a union which can never be 
severed by all the opponents of all real vital 
religion. Blessed truth! 

" Once In Christ, In Him for ever." 

Once saved by Christ, eternally secure. On 
the Rock ! on the Rock! building upon a 
a sure and certain foundation wllich can 
never be destroyed. All mere professors of 
religion, the Pope of Rome and all his com
bined machinations, nor the infidel world 
combined,-these have all tried to destroy 
this great and glorious foundation for hun
dreds ol years. Blessed be God, it remains 
just the same, unmoved and invulnerable. 
Why 1 Beer.use this foundation is nothing 
more nor less than Christ Himself-Christ 
first, last, and all in all. This, my brother, 
is the kind of religion which suits poor, lost, 
ruined sinners. Christ at the head of it, in 
the centre, and the foundation. 

The rapid strides error is making in 
America is awful. Truth and real vital 
godliness are trampled under foot; the 
glorious Gospel of Christ is set at nought 
and laughed at by plenty of man-made par
sons. "Subscribe liberally to the Church, 
and you are sale for heaven.'' This is the 
American's Bible; the old Bible is obsolete; 
they want something more fascinating to 
feed the pride of fallen nature. You are 
highly favoured in England with the truth 
as it is in Jesus. England is the chosen spot 
in the whole world for Christ's Gospel, and 
for the saints ol the Most High God. It is 
the garden of the world for the living 
branches of the living Vine. God help you, 
by your voice and your Vessel, to unite all 
those branches into one great body that there 
be no division amongst those who love the 
Lord in sincerity and in truth. There are 
no people on earth that ought to be more 
united than the Lord's people. What is the 
reason that they are the contrary? Can you 
solve this problem 1 [We have long answer 
to this; it cannot be in this month. We 
long to see all the Churches setting apart 
days for special prayer.-ED.] The profane 
world are as one great body united; the 
general professing world are another great 
body united; the Roman Catholics are 
another great body united ; how is it that 
all those Churches holding the great and 
fundamental principles of real and vital 
Christianity are not united as one grand and 
great body-Christ being the Head, the 
chief Corner-stone, and the Foundation 1 
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Sntnn can very well let nlone the general , DALSTON .-The fourth anniversary of 
professing world, the profane and the Roman Mr. Lang ford's pastorate was on liunday, Dec. 
world, but he cannot afford to leave un- 12, at Bloomfield Street. Followino- Wed
molested nnd undisturbed real believers in nesday, te11 and public meeting. ,'Irr~ Lano-
the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus it is, I believe, ford took the chair. W. Beddow sought fur 
thnt Satnn is working in the Churches of a blessing. Chairman's report shewed that 
truth to make confusion and separation. i himself and his people had been together long 

It would be a great object obtained if all ;' enough to know each other, and the result of 
the Churches holding the great, grand, I their acquaintance was that he as a pastor 
fundamental principles of real Christianity . lived in the affections of the people, and they 
would unite as one body. God grant that as members lived in his affections. They had 
we may soon see this accomplished. Could been together four years and a-half. Mr. 
there not be a movement made for the ac- Burrell spoke in a very experimental 
complishment of this great purpose? Awake! and heart-melting manner from the word 
awake! ye ministers of truth in England! "Remember." Also, Mr. Dearsly. Mr. 
Put on your armour of faith, love, and , Driver was presented with a large Bible for 
peace, and go forth . in this work in the I his valuable services as secretary and leader 
strength of your Lord and Master, and vie- , of the singing. Mr. Driver expressed his 
tory is yours! One Church, one faith, one I gratitude in suitable words. Mr. Lawrence 
baptism, one Lord, one love, one repentance, then spoke truthfully on the words, " Where 
one salvation, one Saviour, and only one two or three are gathered together in .My 
way to heaven-through real repentance and : Name," &c.; and then he presented the pastor 
real faith in tbe Lord .Jesus Christ. Go on behalfof the Church with a purse contain
forth, ye ministers of Christ, with this in- ! ing £10. Mr. L. responded gratefully. 
·scribed upon your banners. , W. B. 

I would suggest that there be A DAY ; 
SET APART, the beginning of the new "LIVING IN PEACE, AND ENJOY-
year, for SPECIAL PRAYER for this ING PRO.:iPERITY:' 
object. Real faith and prayer, with energy, Twenty- second anniversary of Mount 
practice, and God's blessing, and the victory Zion Chapel, Clerkenwell, Sunday, Dec. 12; 
i.",gained-the glory will be God's. Union, sermons by the pastor, Mr. Hazelton. 
tfuth, life, peace, and the love of God-let Tuesday evening, public meeting, Mr. 
tbese echo and re-echo through the Churches Hazelton presided. G. W€bb prayed. i\<lr. 
in England till all the Churches of truth be Hazelton said he had been with the prople 
united in one great and blessed body. Blow twenty-four years, during which rime had 
ye this trumpet, blow; let all the Churches never fallen out with either deacon or mem
hear this blessed sound I May the Vessel bers, nor they with him. They lived iu peace 
blow this trumpet for the new year; and and enjoyed prosperity. The cause had existed 
other publishers of truth take up the sound twenty-five years. Messrs Bardens, Burrell, 
till love in all the Churches triumphant Evans, Griffiths, Styles, Meeres, and Hazel
reign. We need one mind, one love, one ton spoke on holy blessings. This Church is 
spirit, one object-the good of all believers planted in the centre of a forest of streets, 
in Christ and the real conversion of sinners. dwellings, and immortal souls incalculable. 

I will say, with all my heart, God Al- Mr. Hazelton's career has been one of steady 
mighty speed the Vessel this coming new success. No man on earth, we suppose 
year ! The Lord still preserve you intact could be happier. A good chapel, honourabl~ 
from all error, and from all false doctrines deacons, a loving Church, and heaven's bless
and the delusions of the day. Go on, my ing. What more can a man enjoy this side of 
brother, in the, God-honouring course of glory? 
preaching· and publishing nothing but Christ 
and Him crucified, determined to know no
thing amongst men save a glorious, precious, 
and exalted Lord. Let this be still the sum 
and substance of your ministrations. May 
you exclaim1 " As for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord " in puritv. God 
Almighty bless you, strengthen your hands 
and heart in this good word and work. May 
you be spared yet many years in the vineyard 
below. What a reward is awaiting you! 
A crown of glory. The Three-One Jehovah 
welcome you. Cheer up, brother, amidst all 
your troubles here iu this wilderness. Heaven 
is our home. Let us keep singing this till 
we get there. Yours, for the truth's sake, 

WM. LITTLETON. 
Richmond, Ware County, Indiana, 

U.S., America, Nov. 29, 1875. 
P.S.-Moody and Sankey are making· a 

great noise. They had to go to Europe to 
get p_opular; now the popular people in 
America run after the popular preachers. 

LONDON ROAD.-Mr. Thomas 
Stringer's first anniversary of the formation 
of Baptist Church in Earl street chapel was 
commemorated ou Tuesday, Dec. 7, 1875. 
The severity of the weather bas much thinned 
all public gatherings this winter; but a good 
measure of faith cheered our hearts; and 
although cold, we were not much cast down. 
Pastor Stringer gave a report, which shewed 
a gradual increase in the Church, in the 
congregations, and in the financial incom
ings. 8till, the expenses iucurred iu reno
vating the chapel, and in the establishing· a 
cause of truth in this place, had ( as we 
understood the matter) left a debt of over 
£50, and but a small amount of support for 
the pastor and a numerous family. We 
ventured to suggest that every minister 
should invite brother Striug·er to preach one 
sermon in each of their chapels, when col
lections should be made to clear off the debt 
and to strengthen his hands for the work. 
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The many Jitt.les thus collected would help 
to make the way smooth. Brethren Corn
well, C. Spencer, Geo. Baldwin, H. Hall, 
and C. W. Banks, addressed the meeting. 
There was n lol'ing· nnd truthful spirit en
joyed. We all anxiously pray for brother 
Stringer's success in that great S.E. centre 
of this overflowing metropolis. Every man 
of God should help him. 

TRING.-We have visited 'this Baptist 
district, wbere many changes have occurred. 
New Mill has taken another pastor. What 
a number they have had since I first kuew 
~hem ! How is this? Akeman street Baptist 
cathedral is occupied by William Webb, who 
is (as a g·entleman says) on trial. We hope 
the Lord will plant, prosper, and preserve 
him. West End Ebenezer has lost A. Baker. 
Many were grieved. Where will they find 
a pastor ? Are they progressive? Poor 
Sexton had a long day: but what moveable 
things these ministers are! Master Cram pin 
is favoured by tbe Standard friends at Lei
cester. It is a relief to him to be called away 
now and then. His flexible mind and fine 
spirit is pleasant to all. We have some able 
preachers in Tring, who supply the little 
Churches around. The aged Wm. Collyer, 
of I vinghoe, holds on still. How many years 
has he spoke in the Lord's name! Blessed 
Hanshew, Searle, Cartwright, Skelton, 
Moore, Henry Wise, H. Hutchinson, were 
godly men and useful preachers. They are 
all gone ; but others are coming to fill their 
places. 

CHELTENHAM. - Bethel Baptist 
chapel. " A Friend to Truth " says, " The 
Church still exists; she has had many con
flicts, and much to try her for years; yet 
there is a remnant according to election ol 
grace, who cry to Gotl for His blessing to 
attend the Word preached. Their cry has 
not been in vain. Under the searching 
ministry ol brother George Cudliff many 
souls have been comforted; some brought to 
repentance and a belief of the truth as it is 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Several have been 
baptized, and added to the Church; and we 
hope, by God's blessing, the work will 
prosper." [We hope so; we have known 
this cause from the time J olm Bloomfield 
was pastor; and over its many changes
since the days of the devout Freeman's 
pastorate-we have watched and wondered. 
Brother George Cudliff we have known and 
esteemed for a long time. He is a plain, 
faithful, spiritual man. If the unction of 
the Holy Oue rest on, and go forth with, his 
ministry, he will be a blessing to Bethel. 
How wonderfully the Lord raiseth up 
ministers ! J 

~ofts of f¥t ~onflJ. 
SURREY.-" Friend'' says," The pastor 

will not be deserted. He has been providen
tially helped, We expect a new chapel will 
be erected. Handsome bequests have dropped 
in in time. It is perfectly astonishing 1.low 
11:'0odness and mercy have surrounded him." 
[ We are always tliankful to find when some 

grow tired of a servant of the Lord there 
are others who will not leave him. 1{ a new 
chapel is erected ; if a new cause is raised, 
may many know that the hand of the Lord 
bath done this. Nevertheless, the nfttictious 
of Joseph and the divisions in Zion nre 
painfully on the increase,] 
"J?R, MANNIN?'s TESTIMONY THAT 

SPRINKLING' IS FROM ROME.-
Dear brother Banks,-! have no doubt vou 
will consider the followino• evidence of Dr 
Manning, as g;iven in a let1er to the Daily 
Telegraph, Thursday, November 4 1875 
not unworthy of a place in the archiv;s of th; 
Earthen Vessel. In the celebrated con
troversy with Lord Redesdale concerning 
the ''. Lord's Supper," he says' (the quota
tion 1s from_ the New 'l'estament), "They 
a~undantly, m~eed, prov~ that the practice 
of commumon m both kmds existed. But 
this nobody denies. What is denied and what 
must be proved is, that this practi~e was by 
Divine commandment. It was at that day 
the practice to baptize by immersion. There 
are ~hose, who s_til_l say that baptism by in:i
mers10n 1s a_ D1vme commandment. By 
what authority, then, was baptism by 
affusion introduced throughout the Church? 
By the same authority which introduced 
communion in one kind." Query. Will 
I ndepentlent brethren thank the Cardinal 
for his honesty? Yours affectionately in the 
Lord, R. G. EDWARDS. 

OUR BROTHER F. J. HUDSON, of No. 
104, St!fmford Street, Blackfriars road, says, 
Dear brother• Banks,-In reading the ex
cellent piece of your correspondent, "Oliver 
Cromwell," I met with some thing·• that so 
described my present condition of poor 
suffering humanity, that I thought I would 
write yon a few lines, considering that the 
Churches where 1 have gone preaching the 
Gospel are not aware of my painful affliction; 
consequently, I have not their sympathy 
and prayers; " not that I speak in respect 
of want," for it is my mercy, under intense 
pains, through which I have passed, that my 
temporal estate is just what Agar prayed 
for," neither poverty nor riches." On Oct. 
3rd, returning from Sunningdale, my com
plaint set in, and I have been a prisoner 
eve1· since. As it- has resulted in paralysis 
of bladder; and as I have reached my tl,ree
score and ten, it is likely my work is done. 
The precious Woru of God, and the sweet 
and tender sayings of the dear Saviour 
brought sometimes to remembrance by th; 
Divine Spirit, have made the inspired Word 
my comtort in my affliction, and a new 
season of trouble has been, and is attended 
with fresh proof that " the Lord is good· a 
stronghold ; " and that it is !>lessed to tr~st 
in Him. I have uttered many groans, yet I 
can say with a dying saint, Jong since 
arrived at home, "Although I groan, I don't 
g-rumble." My soul's desire is to say, with
out any reservation, "The will of the Lord 
be done." May it be His will to bless you 
in your w_ork, and spare you for many years 
to proclaim His truth, and maintain the 
faith and order of His house. Yours very 
sincerely, F. J. HUDSON. 



Q°Ggt toming ~lorits of tgrist anh tgt 
QtriuntJJlJS of jis ~ospel. 

BY DANIEL ALLEN, p ASTOR OF SYDNEY STRICT BAPTIST CHURCH. 

[There is too much blessed truth and Christian experience in the following epistle to 
throw it aside ; nevertheless, we believe " N emo" carries his views to one part of 
the dispensation, and Daniel Allen to quite another. We ask our readers carefully 
to peruse the following paper.-Eo.J · 

DEAR BROTHER C. W. BANKS,-Love, mercy, and peace be 
unto you from Him, and the whole Israel of God. I have just 

read "N emo's" chapter in your September Vessel. I am sure "N emo" 
is wrong, very wrong. Permit me to assure you that I believe "N emo " 
has as much right to express his views as I have. I am persuaded you 
are perfectly at one with me in striving to know the mind of the Lord, 
as to things now, and what shall shortly come to pass. This is our one aim 
in the fear of the Lord. I am also persuaded "N emo '' is in Christ
is waiting for His blessed coming, and will be as glad to see Him in the 
wonders of His grace, or in the majesty of His glory, as I shall be. 
Resting in the same finished salvation by the blood of Jesus, and re
clining in the same bosom of endless love in God, and waiting for the 
same eternal glory, we differ only about the coming state of things in 
Zion, and in the world; we differ only in our expositions of the Word of 
God. As we both wish to know more of the Lord's mind, let us aid 
each other by looking at, and into each other's views, through the 
glass of Holy Writ. That we may clear our way to the point at issue, 
let us see how far we agree with "Nemo;" and then wherein we do not. 

I. We agree that this present time is a time of gTeat departure from 
the truth; from experimental godliness; from the love and practice of 
Jesus. 

2. We agree that much of the present profession of religion is a 
counterfeit of the real religion of Christ; that underneath there are 
the powers of hatred, pride, and empty show, which the Lord calls 
emphatically "A name to live while dead.'' 

3. We agree that the revival movements (however sincere the 
movers) are deficient of the true marks of grace, such as were seen nuder 
the preaching of the Apostles, the Reformers, and the Puritans with 
Whitefield. When the present is compared with the past-the past bears 
the seal of God; but the present-the signs of empty show. 

4. We agree that those who have taken up a midway position, be
~ween truth and error, are using their sharpest wit, satire and ungodly 
irony against the holders of " the Truth.'' 

5. We are agreed that the artful pretence of holding much of the 
truth has turned away many inexperienced and unestablished children 
of God from our Churches and ministers of Yea and Amen truth, to a 
Yea and Nay, Law and Gospel conglomeration of the covenant of works, 
and a covenant of gTace, upon which God has pronounced an everlasting 
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~entence of separation (Heb. viii. 8, &c.). By this artful attempt to 
unite what God has separated, many have been turned from the truth 
nnto fables. 

Thus far" Nemo" and I perfectly agree; and, surely, this is a very 
long way. God bless the dear brother-Who is he? Now for our loving 
and unquarrelsome disagreement. 

I. The great tree, from the small seed, named in Matt. xiii., is not 
"the Church of the world," as "Nemo '' so positively affirms. We 
belieYe this to be a very violent use of the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our Lord teaches us that His kingdom-at first very small, 
only a few despised fishermen, in the little plot of land called Jndea
should so increase and gloriously expand, that its branches should reach 
every nation under heaYen-Asia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, England, 
Ireland, Scotland, France, Spain, America, Australia, and all the nations 
of the earth. Ah! blessed be His dear name, He has sent out branches 
to this, the land of my adoption; and I, a poor timid bird of paradise, 
have got in.to these branches, and have found shelter in many a storm ; 
yea, it has so coYered my head in the burning heat of the sun of tribu
lation and temptation, that I am so resolved to stick to this tree, that 
all hell, sin, earth, death and devils shall never drive me out of it. No, 
never,-

"In youth it sheltered me, 
And I'll protect it now." 

Yes, I will; and that from the random axe of "Nemo," too. Surely 
he does not know what he is chopping at. Blessed be God, this tree is 
proof against his s_trokes. I wish "Nemo" to know that I _have heard 
the Lord speaking to me out of the midst of this great tree several 
times, when I should have died if I had have been any where else but 
in its branches Yes, He has spoken and said, "I am like a green fir
tree. From Me is thy fruit found." Birds of every wing lodge in: its 
branches. 

I am absolutely certain that our Lord was so far from representing 
the great modern apostacy by the "kingdom of heaven "-tree, in 
Matt. xiii., that He ~as reference to His Father's parable of His own 
glorious kingdom, in Ezek. xvii. from verse 22. In the former part of 
this chapter we have a double parable about Babylon, Egypt, and Israel; 
then comes the parable about the Son of God and His glorious 
kingdom. 

1. Babylon is parabolised as a great eagle, full of the feathers of 
wealth and power, flying with her winged army to the royal cedar of 
the house of David, and cropping the top 'bf his young twigs, and 
carrying it in.to his land of traffick, and planting it by the rivers of 
Babylon, where it grew a low and spreading vine. This is Israel in her 
low estate of captivity. 

2. We have this Egypt-eagle, full of the feathers of wealth and 
power, coming upon the royal cedar of t~e house of David, bent towards 
the 1-iYer of Egypt; so that the Lord said, " Y[ oe unto them ~ha~ go 
down into Egypt for help.'' Now, mark I Thl.8 double parable 1s gwen 
in the first ten verses; then, in the following eleven, you have the ex
planation as I have briefly hinted. 

3. From the 22nd verse we have God, as usual, going beyond the 
miseries of Israel, by Egypt and Babylon, as largely given in Jeremiah's 
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history of these events; and also beyond the deliverance of Israel from 
these eagle-nation birds of prey, right into the glorious Israel of the 
spiritual kingdom of our Lord ,and Saviour Jesus Christ, in its spreading 
to the ends of the earth. Jehovah thereby shews what these eagle
nations will do with My royal house of David. Let me tell you what 
we must do with this house. 

Oh, blessed, blessed for ever, be Jehovah. He said, and has done it. 
" I will also take of the highest branch of the high cedar, and will set 
it; I will crop off' the top of his young twigs a tender one, and will 
plant it upon an high mountain and eminent.'' This is indeed the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

Who, I should like to know, is this "Highest Branch," but the 
blessed Lord Jesus, who is higher than the heavens? Does not Jehovah 
say, " I will bring forth My servant, 'the Branch' " (Zech. iii. 8) ? 
Does He not say again, "I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper" ?-" In His days Judah shall be 
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely"? Who are these but the called of 
the Jews and Gentiles who fly to Jesus for refuge? These are the New 
Covenant Israelites named in J er. xxxi.; Heb. viii.; Rom. ii., ix.; Gal. iv., 
'Who look alone for refuge to this Branch of the Lord, singing,-

" Dear Refuge of my weary soul, 
On Thee, when sorrows rise, 

On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, 
My fainting hope relies.'' 

And this is His blessed name:-" The Lord our Righteousness." What 
does Jehovah mean, but His small beginning, by this kingdom-tree of 
His, when He says, '' I will crop off' the top of his young twigs a tender 
one"? Does He not mean '' The rod of the stem of Jesse, and the 
branch out of His roots" ? Does He not mean Him "who shall grow 
up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground " ? 

What is the high mountain, and the glorious eminence upon which 
Jehovah would plant this "twig" of cedar, this "tender one"? Is it 
not "Mount Zion, beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth"? 
Has He not said-" Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill Jf 
Zion"? And was not Jesus small and despised, tender and obscure in 
the beginning of His glorious empire among men? Was He not like a 
tender sprig from David's tree? Did He not so grow that millions 
soon sung the soul-enrapturing song-

" Extol the stem of Jesse's rod, 
And crown Him Lord of all"? 

This is what Jehovah said He would do : " I will plant it, and it 
shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar." Yes, 
dear God of majesty, love, and power, I can well bear witness that you 
have done it, for I have sat down under His shadow, and found His 
fruit very sweet to my taste; very, indeed. No, no, Master "Nemo," 
you are not going to chop down this blessed kingdom-tree of my de:,.r 
Lord _and King in this crude manner. Its blessed fruit has no~\' been 
dropp~ng down freely into the lap of my soul for thirty years, which has 
so re".ived my fainting spirit, that it has at times made ~e feel as 1f I 
were m the very paradise of God. The very leaves of 1t haYe healed 
every sore I ever had about me; and the Lord knows I have been all 
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over sores, from head to foot Yes! and has He not said, "The leaves. 
are for the healing of the nations? " 

Now mark once more the great words of the great God about this 
kingdom-tree. He says, "And under it shall dwell all fowl of every 
wing; and in the shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell.'' 

Yes ! dear Lord, I was like a partridge upon the mountains of' 
Tasmania, thirty years ago, hun~ed to death by sin, ·by guilt, by devils, 
by the curse of the law, by death, and by the sword of justice, and you 
did take me right into these very branches of this tree. And Oh, what 
shelter, what refuge, and what fruit I did find in this tree! Oh, how I 
did sing there, among these branches ! yes, I· thought I should sit and 
sing my ~onl away to everlasting bliss. 

I shall never forget this tree, to all eternity. Take away your axe> 
"Neiuo;" 

"In youth it sheltered me, 
And I'll protect it now." 

Thus the dear tender twig of David and the small seed of Jesus are the 
same. This parable of the Son of God is certainly drawn from, or 
founded upon, the parable of God the Father, concerning His Son. 

And has not the tender twig and the little seed, by love, mercy, 
and power, grown and spread, so that "All fowl of every wing" have 
dwelt under, and in this tree of the kingdom of the Lord Jesus? "Tb,e 
kingdom of heaven:" it originated in heaven, in the heaveBly mind· 
of God, it is heavenly in its nature and character, "not of this world," 
and it will be consecrated and established for ever in heaven. , 

II. I greatly disagree with "N emo" upon the consequences of his. 
views of this and like parables of our Lord. These consequences are, 
that we are not to expect the truth of God to revive, the Church of God 
to flourish, or the true kingdom of.Jesus to become as these parables clearly 
teach. These consequences are, that we are to expect nothing but one· 
great conglomeration of awful apostacy swallowing up everything 
before it; and the Lord's own dear people shall either be taken to 
heaven, or be left without truth or Church organization on the earth. 
" N emo '' thinks the prophecies and parables only teach these painful 
results. No doubt they do by his method of mutilation. "N emo " 
seems to have taken up the notion that the Church of God and the Gospel 
of God must now perish from the earth, and delusions of Satan are to 
take their place; and having embraced these notions, he proceeds to
make the Word of God bend about in all sorts of forms to fit his views. 

I believe most solemnly, after thirty years' prayerful and careful study 
of God's Holy Word, the very opposite to "N emo." I believe God will 
destroy anti-Christ soon, and thereby give to error a great and terrible 
blow. The Gospel of the grace of God, the Church of Christ, or the 
tree-kingdom of heaven, will flourish again on earth soon: far beyond 
what has ever yet been known in this world. _ 

Let us see what the Lord saith. Take first the promised seed of 
Abraham: "As the sand;" " as the stars for multitude.'' Inspiration 
desired for Rebecca, "Thousands of millions;" "as the dew-drops." 
These are, by Paul, said to be believers (Rom. iv., ix.; Gal. iv.). I 
think no sensible person will say that the number of God's called elect 
has yet come up to these great promises of God. The 72nd Psalm 
de6cribes the tree-kingdom of Jesus, and declares: "He shall have 
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dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the 
earth." " All nations shall be blessed in Him." "All nations shall 
call Him blessed.'' 

No person at all acquainted with the history of either the Church or 
the nations of the earth, can possibly conclude that this, and kindred 
psalms, have as yet been fulfilled. Such must see that these blessings 
in their fulness are yet to come upon the nations, in the glorious grow
ing of the twig of cedar, and the mustard seed, tree-kingdom of 
J"ehovah's servant: "THE BRANCH." 

Take now a little sample of the words of God by the prophets: you 
will find them of the same order. In Isaiah we are told, "All nations 
-shall flow unto the mountain of the Lord?s '•house." That they shall 
urge upon each other to go to the Lord, and sli1-ll turn their instruments 
of war into farming implements, and learn W..ar no more. This has 
not yet been; therefore is to come. Isaiah xi .. teaches us the same 
things: savage tyrants and venomous persecutors shall be tamed, and 
reconciled to God's dear people and His servants; the knowledge of 
the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters cover the ·sea. This know
,}edge has never reached a third yet, but it will. 

We have the same enlarging of Zion's Tent, and her seed inheriting 
the Gentiles, and making the desolate cities to be inhabited. Surely 
the mah must be blind who would affirm that these. p;ecious pror:iiises 
have already been fully realised. So gloriotisly is Zion and the Gospel 
to triumph in this sin-blighted world, that "the nation that will not 
1,erve Him shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted." 
There is no unnaturalizing the nations in all this: every sentence clearly 
proves that the present order of creation will remain the same: only 
the visible glory of. Zion and the triumphs of the Gospel will be great 
and grand. 

In Daniel you have the stone (Christ) filling the earth. You have 
the Son of God and Man possessing all the kingdoms; putting the very 
things which "N emo" supposes are now to be set up, quite down,. The 
same blessed order is set forth in Daniel xii. We have extricated the 
•tree parable from "Nemo's" views. 

Dear John Warburton once said: "One of my hearers asked me 
why I did not get into the parables? But, bless ,ye, I could not get 
into the parables until the parables got into me. Then when the para
bles got into me I could get into the parables." 

It is evident to my mind, that the parables are not yet got into 
"Nemo," therefore he cannot get into them. Let us pass on to the 
Revelation by John. Here we have Jesus in the midst of His candle
.stick-Churches, very glorious, with His starry ministers in His hand. 
Here am I again, bless the Lord-Churches and parsons all right! praise 
the Lord. 

"N emo '' thinks a swarm of heretics will smash up all the Lord's 
·Candlesticks, and knock His blessed stars out of His hand. Non
sense, man! 'l'hat is not after the manner of my Lord, to let Satan 
do such things as these. No! He will have His churches! He will have 
His ministers I He will have His Gospel! in spite of all His foes. 

Consider now the seven Churches, and their ministers : five of these 
are nearly past, p~ophetically; we are just at the close of the fifth, w~e~e 
the state of things is said to be "A name to live, while dead." This 1s 
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just as it is now. But the sixth is soon to be entered upon, which is 
-very glorious. An open door for the preaching of the Gospel, and the 
fulfilment of those great predictions of the prophets and some of the 
parables of the Lord-especially that of the spreading-tree-when the 
birds of e,ery wing shall fly into it for shelter, which has not yet been 
fullv done. 

·Now, up to the 11th chapter you have various struggles of the 
Church of Jesus, with Pagan and Papal Rome set forth-and in this, the 
time of the Papacy is gfren, which is just now about finished. Then 
you ham the spirit of life from God entering into the servants of 
God, to sound the Lord's Gospel again with power, that the kingdom
tree may spread, and birds of every wing fly into it. " The kingdoms 
of this '\"\'or ld become the kingdoms of our Lord," &c. Here the Church 
and us poor parsons are said to be so glad, and all of us giving thanks 
to the Lord for such great mercy to such a large number of poor sinners 
e,erywhere-all over the earth. Also, that the. other people are very 
angry; the Pope, bis priests, princes, and Jesuits, these will be very 
angry on account of the spread of the Gospel, as they are now in Rome, 
in Spain, in France, and Germany. God will soon send His blast upon 
Rome, and His blessing upon Zion. J udgment and mercy will come 
about the same time, judgment upon Rome, mercy upon Zion (Rev. xii.) 
is an enlargement of the same great subject. The end of the beast of 
Rome. Where is the triumphant shout? "Now is come salvation and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ." 

'I'hus the whole Book of God goes to predict a time, a prosperous 
time, for Zion and our glorious. Gospel, as near at hand-a time when. 
God will prostrate the beast of Rome in desolation, and glorify His dear 
Son in the nations beyond whatever was done before .. For this we 
look ; for this pray; for this we labour:-

" Truth from the earth shall rise again, 
The eternal years of God are hers; 

But Error, wounded, writhes in pain
And dies amongst her worshippers. 

I remain, dear brother in the Lord, Yours affectionately, 
Sydney, Nov. 13th, 1875. DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

A CHRIST-LOVING AND LONG ING SOUL CRYING 
OUT FROM CANADA. 

[Precious moments we have had in reading a letter from Thomas A. Hall, once· 
liyjng near Aylesbury, now of London, Canada, Ontario. How grateful 
we feel to receive from all the colonies, and United States, living testimonies. 
that our most glorious Lord God, Redeemer and Sanctifier, is blessing our work 
in all parts. Out of many things from Thomas A. Hall, under date December 
16th, we quote the following:-] " J HA VE met with you again and again at anniversaries in the 

country near .Aylesbury; you have been to my house; also dear 
James Wells, Foreman, Bloomfield, and others. In looking over 
'Earthen V P-ssels ' I received long .ago, I find more valuable than 
when I first received them. 'l'o me they are next to the pearl of great 
price; there is union of feeling and of love; the sweetness and blessed
ness of their experiences are to me, I think, more than they were years 
ago: 'the memory of the just is blessed.' How I long for seasons and 
Jll'eaching as I have heard at our anniversary services in Englandt 
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We then had times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord! We 
think of those with whom we have had sweet counsel: with whom we 
have gone to the house of God in company; we ha,e said, "thy God 
shall be my God; thy people my people." What changes take place in 
this world! Once I thought my mountain stood fast, c:ircumstances 
have made a difference! The last time I saw dear Wells was in his 
vestry, after preaching. We have one of his old members living very 
near: a mother in Israel-a g0od friend-one Mrs. Ewett; she has a 
grandson, and a few more friends who are of the truth. We get the 
'Vessels:' theyarequite a treasure tous. This LondonisfullofChurches, 
but not one of our faith and order. 0 that this London was blest as 
old London .is, with the right watchmen on its walls; I know in 
the Lord's time He will bring it to pass. 0, the right Gospel, what 
sweetness there is in it! 

'0, happy day! 0, bless'd abode ! 
I shall be near and like my God ! 
And every power find sweet employ 
In that eternal world of joy.' 

" In Canada, London, I do find in my heart a yearning for Zion: my 
heart shall pray for Zion still. Was it not for the ark, the spiritual 
ark, ' CHRIST,' my poor soul would have been carried away in the 
deluge of profession; but I am shut in by the great Preserver, who pre
served me in Christ, and called me with a holy calling; for Christ is All 
and in all to me, in time and to all eternity: I shall never perish. Soree
times I have such death in the pot:-deadness, coldness; a winter 
indeed! At other times I want to say-' Come, ye that fear the Lord, 
and I will tell you what He hath done for my soul." 

' Salvation ! 0, the joyful sound ! 
'Tis pleasure to our ears, 

A sovereign balm for every wound; 
A cordial for our fears.' 

"None but those who have felt its quickening power will fully appre
ciate the glorious benefit of distinguishing grace given to us in Christ 
our living Head. 0, bow I feel the weight of these words: 'Glorify 
Him in your body and soul, which are His ! ' At times Jesus is pre
cious to me: I am helped to say, 'The Lord is my portion, saith my 
soul, therefore, will I hope in Him.' I hear preaching here, very often 
at two or three prayer meetings in a week: sometimes I speak of the work 
of grace in the sinner's heart, the sinner made willing in the day of 
God's power: this kind does not meet with a very good reception 
amongst these Canadians. We have every WE)ek a Bible class: thE)re 
sometimes I am obliged to speak in honour of Him Vihom I 
love, and whom I desire to obey. 'I 'Wait for the Lord, my 
soul doth wait, and in His name or word do I trust.' I expect soon 
the Lord will open a way for His chosen here; they will come out, and 
arise, and build for themselves: Jacob appears very small in this Lon
don; and we say,' by whom shall Jacob arise?' Our God, the Goel of 
our fathers, says, ' fear not.' ' Behold, your Goel will come with ven
geance, even God, with a recompense; He will come and save us.' Bless 
His name for all these precious promises which come to us through 
Christ Jesus our Lord." 

[Thank you, Brother Thos. A. Hall, of London, Canada, Ont., 
write again soon; and circulate our "Vessel" in your New World, and 
give them some" Cheering- Words.'' Love to you from C. W. B.] 
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GOD'S JACOBS AS A DEW FROM THE LORD. 
NOTES OF A SERM.ON BY M.R. JAM.ES HAND, 

Minister o.f the New Baptist Church, Rochdale. 

" And the remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people, as a dew from 
the Lord; as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth not for man nor waiteth for 
the sons of men."-M.icah v. 7. ' 

GOD hath said in His Word that His" secret is with them that fear Him, 
and He will shew them His covenant;" those to whom the Lord 

deigns to become a spiritual instructor, know they must have a spiritual 
guide, in order to understand spiritual things, consequently they wait 
upon Him for Divine teaching; and in searching the Scriptures they 
often find one portion as a key whereby they may understand another. 
Micah, in the first ,erse of this chapter, is predicting the contumely 
that -would be cast upon the Lord Jesus Christ when He came to offer 
Himself a sacrifice for the sins of His people. How truly this prediction 
had its accomplishment, we find by reading the narration of His suf
ferings in Matt. xxvi. 68. They spit in His face; they buffeted Him; 
others smote Him with the palms of their hands, saying, "Prophesy 
unto us, Thou Christ, Who is he that smote Thee?'' .Again we find the 
prophet, by Divine inspiration, points to the place of Messiah's incar
nation, and sees in Him a powerful ruler and a mighty conqueror. 
" But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto Me, that 
:iE to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting." Referring to Matt. ii. we see how exactly this prediction 
was fulfilled. Though a manger was His cradle, and a stable His apart
ment, yet He is now clothed with royalty, and is King of kings and 
Lord of lords. We now make a few comments upon the words read 
for a text. The words Jacob and Israel, so often used in the Scriptures, 
appear to represent the Church of God. The Prophet Isaiah says, 
" But, now, thus saith the Lord. that created thee, 0 Jacob, and He 
that formed thee, 0 Israel, fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have 
called thee by thy name, thou art Mine." In no period of time has the 
Church been numerically strong, she has invariably answered to the 
appellation given her by Christ Himself, as recorded by Luke:-" Fear 
not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom." Paul's words to the Christians then at Rome are still 
true:-" Even so then, at this present time also, there is a remnant 
according to the eleetion of grace." This remnant of Jacob, Micah 
speaks of in the text that shall dwE:11 in the midst of many people as a 
dew from the Lord, are those upon whom the Holy Spirit has effected 
the work of regeneration, or, to use the words of Christ, when conversing 
with Nicodemus :-" Marvel not that I said unto thee : ye must be 
born aaain;" the true Christian is born '' not of blood, nor of the will of 
the fie~h, nor of the will of man, but of God.'' That almighty word 
which spake, and all things were made, can only make him, by His 
energe tie Yo ice, a new born soul. 

" 'Tis God alone effects the second birth of heaven and earth. 
Awakening nature hears His new creating word, and starts to life." 

Ezekiel, in speaking of the Holy Spirit's work upon sinners, in quicken
ing them from a state of death in trespasses and sins, places before us 
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the operation of the Divine Spirit upon the hearts of such, in the fol
lowing form : "A new heart will I give you; and a new spirit will I 
put within you; and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you an heart of flesh; and I will put My Spirit within 
you; and cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep i\!Iy 
judgments and do them;'' all who, in sincerity, can use the words as a 
prayer of their own, heartily desiring the blessing, as one of old who 
prayed that God would create within him a clean heart, and renew 
within him a right spirit, these are the characters (find them where you 
may) that belong to the remnant of Jacob, and are truly the sheep of 
Christ. 

This remnant is said to be "in the midst of many people ; " Christ, 
in His intercessory prayer to the Father, explains this portion: "I have 
given them Thy Word, and the world bath hated them, because they 
are not of the world; even as I am not of the world. I pray not that 
Thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thon shouldest keep 
them from the evil." Christians must, of necessity, have to do with the 
world and its business ; whereby they may procure those things re
quisite for the body. This the Scriptures plainly teach: "that ye study 
to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own 
hands, as we command you" (I Thess. iv). Often is the Christian's heart made 
to ache, and his spirit broken by the craft and cunning of his fellow 
mortals. But, amidst all the craft, hypocritical cant, boisterous pride, 
grasping covetousness, billows of iniquity, and waves of sin with which 
the world is glutted, God's Jacobs are still a remnant, and up to the 
present period it is emphatically true of teem, that they are " a people 
that dwell alone; and are not reckoned among the nations." 

They are as "a dew from the Lord.'' .Amongst the many profound 
questions the Almighty proposes to the man of Uz (in Job xxxviii.) we 
there find this one:--'' Hath the rain a father; or, who hath begotten 
the drops of dew?" In the blessings Moses pronounced upon the 
children of Israel, we read, ".A.nd of• Joseph, he said, Blessed of the 
Lord be his land, for the precious things of heaven; for the dew, and 
for the deep that coucheth beueath." Bible readers know that the 
word "dew" is frequently in the Scriptures. The dew is that which, 
in the order of God's providence, after excessively hot days, falls noise
lessly through the night, and bespangles the vegetable kingdom with its 
countless pearly droplets ; and acts as a preser,er and nourisher to seeds, 
plants, and herbage. The Lord, addressing His disciples, says, " Ye are 
the salt of the earth;" the Apostle Peter speaks to this remnant of 
Jacob thus-" Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and pre~ions 
promises, that by them ye might be partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust;" and 
though the worldly wise and pompous great may account them as the 
offscouring of all things unto this day, yet these remnants of Jacob 
(like the dew) are the preservers of every nation, wherever God, in His 
providence, places them. Behold, what a blessing the Lord made that 
youthful Hebrew Joseph, in the land of Egypt; so in Genesis xviii. we 
hear the father of the faithful beseiging heaven's throne on behalf of the 
doomed cities; but those cities were singed, scorched, blasted, and burn
ing with the blazing fires of corruption and sin; that there was not ten 
drops of dew to be seen in them, to act as a preservative. 

B 
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" As Lhe showers upon the grass." Isaiah bids the voice cry; and 
the purport of that cry was, "All flesh is grass." Jeremiah asks the 
question, "Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that can 
cause rain, or command the showers to fall?" As the children of Israel 
lived a life of dependence upon God during their forty years' travel 
through the wilderness, so the Christian life, through all time, is a life 
of dependence; and every Jacob, by the Spirit's teaching, shall experi
mentally realize the truth of the Apostle's assertion-" The life that I 
now li,e in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God.'' 

As Christ compares Himself unto a vine, the living branches are 
made deeply sensible that all their sap and nourishment must be derived 
from Him, who styles Himself " the root and the offspri11g of David." 
Hence we find in Scripture that water is an emblem of the Holy Spirit, 
and w-hen His visitations are realized, like the descending showers upon 
the thirsty earth, they refresh their oft-times parched and drooping 
spirits (Psalm lxviii.). .All the men in the world cannot draw a drop 
of water from the clouds; nor all the Christians in Zion a spark of 
grace from above. Both must be freely sent, and gratuitously gTanted 
from Him who ruleth " all in all." 

"That tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons ·of men." 
After that terrible outpour of heaven's vengeance upon the ungodly 
antedilunans, the Almighty gave out a promise to the remnant that 
was preserved; and that promise the Almighty Maker and Giver of the 
same declared should have its accomplishment through all time; any, 
be it observed, that beneficent promise was neither made or given upon 
the ground of any inherent goodness in the creature. For thus spake 
the voice of God to sinful men: "I will not again curse the ground and 
more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
youth. While the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest, and cold and 
heat, and summer and winter,.and day and night shall not cease." The 
Lord Jesus Christ, with His own gracious lips, p;ives forth the following 
utterances: "He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust." The apostle, to re
buke the blind, infatuated zeal of the priests of Jupiter, told those 
idolaters, in his usual frank mode of speech, that it was the Living 
God who gave them rain from heaven and fruitful seasons. Now, will 
any one have the hardihood to assert that a gracious God pours down 
these blessings because we, His guilty creatures, merit them? Perish 
the thought for ever. 

From the foregoing we make the following deduction: that the 
grace of God is not suspen~ed upon_ man's merit. . T~ere are multitudes 
of Scriptures to prove this assert10n, but we will mstance ··some and 
close. Let ns turn our attention for a moment to the beholding the 
marvellous power of grace upon one Zacchffius. It appears, from Luke 
xix., that the all-powerful grace of God turned this sordid, grasping, 
oppressed, covetous caitiff, into an humble follo:Ve~ of the meek Jesus, 
and made him an exemplary and benevolent Chnst1an. In the person 
of Saul (afterwards Paul the apostle), we have a°:othe~ brilliant example 
of the all-subjugating grace of God. Behold his attitude as presented 
to us in Acts ix.; his very soul, as it were, dyed red with cruel malice 
and burning vengeance against the followers of Jesus Christ. What a 
change passes UJ;>on Him; the cruel persecutor made a bold defender of 
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that faith be_ once laboure_d to destroy; and cei:tain are_ we that every 
saved soul will most heartily endorse the followmg Scnpture: "I will 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. So then it is not of him that willeth, 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy " (Romans 
ix.). The sentiment of that man of God, Joseph Hart, is, we feel 
certain, the echo of all taught of the Lord:-

" For shouldst Thou stay till Thou canst meet 
Reception worthy Thee, 

With sinners Thou wouldst never sit : 
At least, I'm sure with me." 

May a gracious God accorr.pany His own truth to the comforting of 
souls and conversion of sinners. Amen. 

[We hope soon to give Mr. Hand's first sermons in the new chapel, 
,building on the Newbold Hall Estate.] 

T H E E T E R N I T Y O F G O D. 
" Thou art the ever living God, 

Were all the nations dead." 

The third quarter of the nineteenth century was about to breathe 
its last. One thousand eight hundred and seventy-five was rapidly 
,expmng. In contemplation upon some of the years which had 
rolled over my head, I was tramping steadily down Ludgate Hill, 
when, just as I came under that intruding arch of the railway which 
has so marred the view of Ludgate's busy line, with a silent, yet pene
trating voice, the words of Moses, " the man of God," fled into, and 
became deeply fixed within, my heart, where he says: "From ever
lasting to everlasting Thou art God ! " The application and internal 
exposition of the Word of God, by the Spirit of God, unto the soul 
born of God, it is impossible fully to describe. At least, I often, in 
attempting to make my tongue tell out what my sonl bath received, 
seem to confound and mar the whole of it: and I sit down grieved in 
spirit over the 'terrible failure. One thing I found, on the 31st Decem
ber, 1875, when the words of Moses came to me, that" the entrance of 
God's Word giveth light; it giveth understanding to the simple;" yea, 
~s David said, so I can: "I opened my mouth and panted: for I longed 
for Thy commandments. Look, Thou, upon me, and be merciful unto 
me, as Thou usest to do unto those that Jove Thy name." "Amen!" 
saith my soul. 

I walked on, repeating as fast I could, "from everlasting to ever
lasting THOU A.RT GOD I'' A ray of light beamed upon my mind. 
Jn that light, borne on the wings of faith, I· looked 

"Beyond ! beyond these lower skies." 

I saw an eternity rolling on behind me like an inexpressibly mysterious 
ocean; I saw an eternity rolling over me, and a boundless eternity roll
ing on before me. I saw the whole world down deep in the valley of 
the fall : and a portion of the redeemed Church of Christ scattered 
abroad in the nations of the earth. 

Eternity is not. divided. It is one eternal "now." Still, to enable 
me to express a little of the, what may I call it? the shinings of the 
Lord's face upon my soul? If I may, with the deepest reverence, I say it, 
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appeared to me, as there are three glorious Persons in the one undivided 
Essence, or Godhead; so there are three distinct dispensations in the 
covenant of grace. First of all, the Father's dispensation was THE 
GIVING section of grace, before time. The second is in time; it belongs 
to the HOLY SPIRIT, and is the GATHERING section of the covenant. 
The third is the future, which will be the GLORIFYING when the SoN OF 
GoD "sha11 come to be glorified IN His saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe." With this three-fold view of eternity, the soul 
cries out:- · 

In the assurance of faith " Thou art God I " 
In the experience of faith "Thou art God I ! " 
In the trinmphs of faith "Thou art God I I ! " 

But who, and what, and where is God? That is the sublime study for 
Christian men. Plato said, God has no name. The wise man asketh, 
" What is His name? and what His Son's name? if thou canst tell." 
The lo,ing Evangelist says, "No man hath seen God at any time." 
But he immediately adds, "the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, HE bath declared Him." The Saviour, in the 
days of His sojourn here, now and then drew the curtain a little on 
one side, and gave us glances into the meaning of Micah's words: 
"Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands 
of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto Me, that is to be 
Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old: from ever
lasting"-" from the days of eternity." 

There are four witnesses who open to us these goings forth in the 
days of eternity:-The personal ministry of Jesus Christ; the revela
tions of the Holy Ghost; the writings of the ancient Apostles; and the 
united testimony of all the faithful ministers who have been made to 
know God, and by Him have been sent forth, in all ages, as His anointed 
ambassadors. 

Yery much did I_ seem to enter into the sentiment of Watts when 
he exclaimed:-

" Had I a glance of Thee, my God, 
Kingdoms and men would vanish soon ; 

Vanish as though I saw them not, 
As a dim candle dies at noon." 

I realized a blessed freedom of soul which in the valley cannot be en
joyed. And I proved the soul's only remedy, its only refuge, its only 
source of rest, of peace, of support, of freedom from the jars of men, 
from the strife of tongues, from the cares of the world, from 
the sorrows of our declining and divided Zion; the only remedy 
for heart-sorrows, for sin's sorrows, for physical sorrows, for family 
sorrows, for death's sorrows; the only healing balm in Gilead is that 
unto which the Lord Himself doth call us: "LOOK UNTO ME AND BE YE 
s.ti. VED, all ye ends of the earth, for I am God: and beside Me there is 
no Saviour." 

This beloved, is but a brief introductory note to invite you, with 
me, to p~rrsue a course of study of those amazing words: "From ever
lasting to everlasting Thou art God!" 

Gradually, for years, and now more than ever, has my soul been 
either drawn or driven toward the anticipation of that august and mar
vellous c:risis, when "GOD SHALL BE ALL IN ALL." Fear not to leave 
the shadows of a fleeting time-state, and by faith, prayer, meditation, 
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and holy searching, to plunge into this great sea-the knowledge of 
Him-whom to know is life eternal. 

" The Lord help us! " is the prayer of thy servant, 
9, Banbury Road, South Hackney, CHAS. WATERS BANKS. 

Jan. 13, 1876. 
"This life's a dream, an empty show; 

But the bright world, to which I go, 
Hath joys substantial and sincere, 

When shall I wake and find me there? '' 

HUNTINGTON CORRECTED BY GODS.NL\RK. 

W E have received, and carefully read, "God the Avenger of His 
Elect," a sermon by J. Godsmark. We expected to find some 

sharp criticisms in it. Mr. Godsmark has been very severe with us in 
his time-but in this discourse he differs from the late W. Huntington; 
and we fully justify Mr. Godsmark in his correction and exposition. 
As a discourse on the true, Spirit-wrought prayer of the heart, it is 
good from first to last. The following condensed extract is the corrected 
exposition by Mr. Godsmark:-

" You know, in reference to the power of prayer, the following 
Scripture is often quoted:-' The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, 
and the violent take it by force.' This exposition has been considerably 
established by Mr. Huntington, and his views on the subject generally 
received; but I beg to differ. Mr. H. was a faithful and eminent 
preacher, and a very- remarkable man; but many of his annotations of 
Scripture will not stand the test of a sober, discerning, impartial, and 
spiritual 0investigation. Mr. H. says:-' I was once in company with 
a woman who sits under a very legal preacher. She was sorely wounded 
in her conscience with the terrors of God, and, in her great distress, 
she took herself to private prayer, and earnestly besieged the throne of 
grace: the kingdom suffered violence, and she took it by force. Being 
filled with light, love, and liberty, she broke forth in raptures to her 
husband and told him what she felt. This burning lamp so dazzled 
his eyes that he suspected the same to come from the infernal regions, 
and told her she was deluded. He went and fetched other members of 
the society, and they declared the same. Then the minister was desired 
to examine her. He also declared she was deluded. So she pinned her 
faith to the priest's judgment, and resisted the Holy Ghost, and ,ery 
soon lost all her joy and peace in believing; and to this day (for aught I 
know) sits in the shadow of death.' And he adds, 'That man who 
crushes the very vitals of godliness, and knocks the new creature at head 
as soon as it appears, is but a poor preacher of the kingdom.' How far 
such a statement is in harmony with the work of the Holy Spirit on the 
heart, who begins and performs to the end, despite the gates of hell, I 
leave to your judgment. It may be clear enough to some whose pre
judices often render a mortal man almost infallible; but I do not feel 
bound to endorse all the anomalous expositions even of a good and 
great man, or to bow implicitly to all the hasty and perverse decisions 
of l~is judgment, just because others do, who too often speak ~or or 
agamst a man just as it may answer a selfish purpose. I believe I 
,esteem the grace of God in and by Huntington far more justly than 
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those who make a god of him-by which I fear that they have no other. 
But God's Word tells us not to think of ourselves or others more highly 
than "We ought to think; but to think soberly, and without partiality. 
That Scripture has no direct reference to prayer, or to the throne of 
gTace. The "Word violence relates, more or less, to wickedness and des
perate wickedness, and which the highest classical definition renders 
outrageous, furious, vehement crime, one who transgresses, profanes, 
and treats with irreverence. Admitting prayer may be at times ve
hement, from the intensity of excited feelings, the kingdom of heaven
or, as it is interpreted, the throne of grace-suffers neither violence or 
force by our besieging importunity. With this kind of praying there is 
oft.en impatience, if not presumption, instead of meekness, reverence, and 
godly fear. Also, force implies that that which is violently taken is 
again~t the will of him who yields it. 1 cannot reconcile the spirit of 
humble supplication with such terms, because the most agonising prayer (if 
by the Spirit) will be in submission to the will of God. And have we 
not pro-ved that some of our most earnest prayers have met with no re
gard? and ha-ve we not subsequently thanked God from our hearts in 
that Re did not regard them, because we have discovered that our own 
feelings and wishes superseded the wisdom and will of God; while some 
of our greatest blessings, for which we have been most thankful, were 
never asked for at all? ' For your heavenly Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of, before ye ask Him;' 'It shall come to pass 
that before they call I will answer, and while they are yet speaking I 
will hear.' It is by imbibing our views from one another, or from 
some ackno-wledgcd authority, that we say as they say, more than from 
prayerful and painful research. And thus it is said that the kin~dom 
of heaven suffering viownce and force refers to a poor guil-ty sm~er 
pleading with God. But besieging with violence andforce are terms m
compatible with the most pressing importunity; for they convey an 
inimical or hostile power-compelling surrender by violent attack~. It 
would be strange, indeed, if it were written, ' Happy is the violent 
man who taketh the blessings of heaven by force; ' and yet quite con
sistent with the general interpretation. But the Word of God says,
' Blessed are the meek, and they that wait for Him;' 'It is good for a 
man that he both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord;' 
'.Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; ' it is not by violence or 

force, but through faith and patience that we inherit the promises." 
[With several others, we have Mr. Godsmark's Life for review. 

We hope soon to commence it.] 

WHAT THE WATCHMEN SAY OF THE NIGHT. 
"BLACK DEATH" was the name given to an awful visitation 

which visited China in 1333; reached England in August, 1348 ;. 
appearing first in Dorset, travelled throu_gh Devo?, . Somerset, an_d the 
northern parts of this country. It was said to ~e s1m1lar to ~he Oriental 
plague-which proved fatal on the second or third day. History shews 
that England was the scene of this fearful scourge in 1603, when it slew 
36,000 people; again in 1665, when more than 68,_000 deaths occurred. 
In the time of Charles II. the plague was more temfic than " the Great 
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Fire." On all infected houses the mark of the red cross was affixed, and 
on it was written the words- "LORD I HAVE MERCY UPON Us." 

On Saturday, January 15th, 1876, the Society of Medical Officers 
of Health commenced a discussion, bearing on the prospect of the 
re-appearance of the plague on the Continent, and in this country. 
These officers tell us plainly it is the real old Oriental plague they 
fear is approaching. "The British Medical Journal" sounds the alarm. 
We wait, we watch, we wonder. Will England again be visited with 
terrible things in righteousness? Can any enlightened mind read-

" THE TIME OF THE END," 
as defined in Daniel xi., and then survey the determined march of the 
Papacy and delusions of all kinds in this country; and not conclude it 
is quite possible that that momentous prophecy in Daniel xii. is 
approaching its crisis, where the Spirit, by God's holy servant, saith, 
" There shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a 
nation, even to that same time.'' 

Whenever that "time of trouble" shall come, two auspicious events 
will occur : I st, " At that time shall Michael stand up-the Great Prince 
which standeth for the children of Thy people." 2nd, "And at that 
time shall Thy people be delivered-every one that shall be found 
written in the book.'' These two prophetic promises imply, that until 
that crowning crisis of tribulation shall arrive, it will not appear as 
if the Great Prince "stands up" for His people. Nay, He rather 
appears to stand away; and the more men can deceive the people, the 
more these deceivers prosper. Then Daniel's word implieth also that 
the Lord's people are not yet delivered ; not yet in true spiritual 
freedom. But all who are found written in the book, will-when the 
world is.deluged with sorrow-shine forth in the likeness and liberty of 
their Lord. God help us all to hide close under the wings of the 
mercy seat. So prayeth, C. W. B. 

[The notes of alarm, sounded by many watchmen, are (D.V.) to 
appear in" Earthen Vessel.''] 

" SALVATION IS OF THE LORD." 
By A. G&E 1<T, • a Blind Preacher of the Gospel, at St. Blazey, Cornwall. 

It pleased God to bruise It seals our pardon, Eets us free, 
His own beloved Son; O'er sin and death our victory. 

Who did not once refuse, 
But bore it all alone; 

His holy soul was put to grief 
To give rtin-burdened souls relief. 
For He His people loved, 

Nor would their cause disown; 
He bore their curse unmoved; 

His precious life lo.id down; 
And all their sins on Him were lo.id, 
And He their ransom fully paid. 
This is o. faithful word-

That "Jesus came to save"
The sweetest sound that's heard 

On this side of the grove; 

His death abolished death, 
His rising spoiled the grave, 

This truth reveals to faith 
A mighty One to save. 

O death, where is thy sting for me? 
O grave, where is thy victory? 

The Spirit seals His right 
In every ransollled soul, 

Reveals salvation's light, 
The blood that makeLh whole, 

And carries on the work. of lovt\ 
Till perfected in Heaven a.hove. 

The chief of sinners He doth save, There all the ra.nsom'd throng, 
For such His life's blood freely gave. With voices like 11 flood., 
His blood was precious blood, Shall sing salvation's song 

None other could redeem i Of victory through Bis blood: 
It brings us nigh to God And all ascribe the hupl?u.r due 

Though enemies to Him; To Father, Son, o.nd Sp1nt too. 
[* Thle good brother travels, and preaches the truth in various parts of Cornwall; he is_ quite b~int:• 

naturally, but we are assured that bis spiritual eye-sight is rell.larkably clel1r. Hern one or L_he 
'poor ol' this world,' and wo a.re glad to ftnd he is now assisted from The Prottutant Blrn,j 
Pension Socidy.] 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

The Church qf the First Three Cen
turies. A reprint.. Edited by Henry 
J nson. M.A. London : British and 
Foreign Unitarian Association, 37, Nor
folk Street, Strand. We look with in
describable horror upon any book, or 
person, or doctrine which would dare to 
deny the co-eternity, the co-equality, the 
Godhead, and inexpressible glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, our adorable Saviour, 
our Redeemer, our Immanuel - "God 
with us." We most unflinchingly believe 
that " No man knoweth the Son but the 
Father: neither knoweth any man the 
Father save the Son, and He to whomso
ever the Son will reveal Him." We mar
vel not, therefore, that some of the wisest 
of the sons of men-yea, many giants in 
mental culture and moral status-have 
laboured to reduce the knowledge of a 
Three-One God to the level of mere 
human reason and finite thought. How 
very soon after the apostles' times men 
rose up to overthrow the faith of God's 
elect, and the true doctrine of Christ ; is 
set forth in this volume of nearly five 
hundred pages. Our readers may expect 
some notices of the successors of the 
apostles of our Great High Priest, in 
whose biographical sketches we may shew 
that, where God's Christ is unknown, no 
traces of the saving teachings of the Holy 
Ghost can be discovered. How heart
rending the thought-" Having a name 
to live, yet spiritually dead!" 

The Clijton Hymnal. Roulston and 
Sons. Over five hundred hymns, printed 
and bound, for sixpence. Selected, with 
many originals, by the Editor of J'he 
Little Gleaner and The Sower. Thousands 
of this truthful volume for the young 
are flying through the land. Between 
the spring-time for " Sowing" and the 
autumnal season for " Gleaning," the 
Editor has found opportunities for making 
and issuing many nice little seed-baskets 
for the encouragement of all who seek 
to know and praise the Lord. 

Gospel Truths. Mr. D. 0. Evans, a 
member of Mr. D . .A.lien's Church in 
Sydney, bas published a variety of tinted 
leaflets which Mr. Evans and his co
workers deliver on Sunday evenings to 
the congregations of the various Churches 
in that beautiful city. We are delighted 
with the leaflets ; we rejoice in these 
efforts to do good. Our Lord will bless 
these sowers and the seed. We think of 
inserting some of the leaflets in our 
Cheering Words. 

Water Baptism Fully Defended, !J·c. F. 

Davis, Chapter Houee Court. Mr. Thoe, 
Ware, the Author of this eighteenpenny 
volume, has laboured zealously to over
throw our faith in baptism as admini
stered by all who take the Saviour's 
command to be literal, and binding upon 
all who are sent forth by Him with e. 
" Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to · every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned." 
We think the title of the book is not 
justified by its contents; but we have 
neither time nor inclination to accept the 
challenge Mr. Thomas Ware has given. 
We, cannot tell how we came to see and 
believe in this much-rejected ordinance, 
if the Lord did not reveal i ta deep and 
solemn mystery in us. Reared in the 
Church of England, we knew nothing of 
Baptists until after the Lord called, 
saved, and delivered us. Then, not by 
man, not by any minister, not by any 
teaching of the creature, but by the 
words of Jesus, we saw, believed, and 
obeyed. ·we attach no saving virtue to 
this peculiar rite; we never persuade any 
one to walk in that solemn way. We 
believe the Lord the Spirit only can make 
it truly known in the consciences of men. 
Why so many parsons and people are now 
fighting against it we cannot tell. For 
all this world is worth we could not act 
the traitor's part, as many have done. 
God-taught Baptists will e:rist unto the 
end. There, for the present, we leave it. 

The Anglo-Israel Post-Bag; or, How 
A1·thur Came t,, See it. By Rev. J. H. 
Titcomb, M.A., &c. London: W. H. 
Guest. Quite a new and smartly-written 
book upon a Theory which has, for some 
time, been stirring the seriously-disposed 
literary circles to their very centre. 
Edward Hine has issued many thousands 
of his pamphlets upon this subject ; but, 
between him and some steady old critics, 
there is much divergence. Mr. Titcomb, 
in this Post-Bag volume, has come forth 
with some enchanting Scriptural parallels 
which will certainly carry many Bible
loving spirits with him. We are not 
converted to the Theory, but we are so 
charmed with our Author's Biblical 
illustrations that we feel in danger. We 
cannot say more of this-which we call 
"Hope and Honour for Old England"
until, with much calm deliberation, we 
have weighed it again. 

"After the Bonfire Comee the Black 
Smoke." What they called the Gree.t 
Revival was considered a marvellous 
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movement; but as one of their own papers 
tells us that £30,000 was expended in 
printing and advertising; as splendid 
choirs were engaged ; as commodious 
halls were erected ; and as nearly all the 
parsons proclaimed it to be the work of 
the Lord, it seems no very wonderful 
thing that so many gathered to hear. 
The time is come when the minds of the 
people appear increasingly weak, and the 
fountain of error, with its delusive 
11treams, is increasingly strong. To us 
the most staggering feature is, that the 
preachers and the papers who cheered on 
the movement now pour contempt upon 
the results. Oh, what hypocrisy! What 
-double dealing! Who can tell what re
ligion is if the contradictory statements 
-0f professed preachers are examined? 
Thousands are told God's Gospel is so 
plain and so available, and yet men "will 
not avail themselves of it.'' .All this kind 
-0f making men believe that they can be 
pardoned, can know they are saved, 
whenever they choose, is in direct oppo
sition to the Gospel of Christ, who 
11olemnly declared, "No man can come 
unto Me except the Father which bath 
sent Me draw him," Thousands are per
suaded into some kind of profession ; 
truly " Mally are [thus] called : " God 
only knoweth the end of all these exciting 
exertions. One of their recent leaders is 
now publicly denounced. We thought 
the poor creature was insane: he had 
many leaps from one thing to another. 
May the Lord have mercy on his soul, 
and give him a true and living faith in 
Jesus by the Holy Ghost. The fact that 
some who stand so high in popular 
opinion now pour out bitter reflections 
upon the fallen only shows a very un
·Christian-like spirit. The new revival 
journals are sadly censured for pirating 
sermons. The Earl of Shaftesbury calls 
upon a great orator to withdraw his re
commendation of a certain book , which 
was said to be very good, but is now found 
out to be very bad. It is lamentable to 
behold these mountains all falling to 
pieces. The whole community of Re
vivalists, of Higher Christian Life, and 
,of Pious Pharisaism is broken into frag
ments. J.lut "the end is not yet." 

"The Eighth Day." We have read with 
much edification the third part of Biblical 
Outlines; or, the Distinctive Chc,racter
istics and Mutual Relations oj the Books 
,oj the Bible. By Burlington B. Wale. 
London: R. Banks, Racquet Court; and 
vestry of Trinity Chapel, York Street, 
Plyn:'o~th. " The deep things of God," 
. as laid Ill the Levitical types, are herein 
searched o~t with scholastic ability, with 
a consecutive brevity, with a Gospel 

clearness and harmony beyond any ex
position we have ever Been. Heavenly 
light herein shines blessedly on what often 
appears dark and difficult to understand. 
Yet nothing is strained: truth is ever 
transparent to the enlightened eye when 
the Spirit shines upon it; and in most of 
these Biblical Outlines the holiness of 
God, the harmony of Divine revelation, 
and the happiness of the Church in Christ 
are all beheld as the candle of the Lord 
disperseth the clouds of mystery from the 
otherwise weak minds of fallen men. 

"Barrett's Missionary Life in China," 
as given in The Argonaut, is enough to 
make one's heart bleed. Could our female 
population witness the suffering, shame, 
degradation, contempt, and forced deaths 
of their Chinese sisters, they would surely 
more highly prize their home comforts 
and civilised advantages. Think of the 
many millions of the Chinese alone who 
are rather industrious, but in the grossest 
darkness, in the blackest dirt, in the 
veriest extreme of all earthly miseries. 
Talk ye of universal redemption ? Preach 
ye of man's power to believe, to repent, 
and to be saved? Oh, tell us then how, 
after nearly nineteen centuries have run 
out, so little has been done. Only in the 
spirit of our beloved Saviour's resignation 
can we find rest-" Even so, Father ; for 
so it seemed good in Thy sight." ~ ever
theless, should not man care for his fellow
man ? Is every saved man doing his 
utmost to 

" Tell to sinners all around, 
What a dear Saviour he has found"? 

We fear not. Those of us who have tried, 
have been laughed at, trodden under foot, 
and, but for God's mercy, must have 
perished, while the proud, the long
tongued, the pompous professors think 
themselves the commissioners of know
ledge-and that wisdom must die with 
them. We mourn over the apathy and 
death-like condition of our Churches in 
this respect. What sacrifices are we 
making ? What efforts are we putting 
forth? 

Sermons in New York, Brooklyn, &c. 
Dear Felix Myers kindly sends us papers 
full of American theology. It is as varied 
as are the trees in a large wild nursery. 
Where is the one spirit, the one faith, the 
one baptism, the one God and Father? 
Mr. Lea's letters plainly show it is not 
all real religion ; but thousands on thou
sands follow in the different ranks. 
"Frederick Bell, the Singing Preacher,'' 
once a Sheffield lad, has been gathering 
thousands to hear him in Brooklyn . 

"The Grand Christmas Tree" and a 
ohastoly-exeoutecl sheet nlrnanack are in 
the January part of The G ardene-r's i'dag. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

A TRUE GOSPEL CHURCH, BY MR. WHORLOW; MR. WALTER BROWN'S 
CALL BY GRACE; MR. JOHN BUNYAN McCURE•S CHARGE, &c. 

Ordination services, occasioned by Mr. 1 only business was to attend to the money 
Walter Brown taking tbe pastorate of the I matters; but I see very little difference 
Church in St. John's Green Chapel, Col- I between the requirements of a pastor and 
chest.er, were held Monday, Dec. 13, 1875. a deacon, who ought to be able to lead the 
It was a solemn time. The recognition services in the absence of the pastor. 
of one to be tbe mouthpiece of the Holy After referring to the cases of Stephen. 
Spirit to ronvey to perishing sinners the and Philip, he passed on to consider the 
gr~at sah-ation by Christ, was felt to be a order, and said :-Baptism is the way 
weighty matter. '\Ve earnestly pray the into the Church visibly: it is not an 
Lord's approval may attend our efforts, ordinance in the Church, but introductory 
and that His grace may continually rest to it; not saving, but initiatory. The in
upon our brother Brown, and His bless- ternal ordinances are : the Lord's Supper, 
ing accompany his testimony. with prayer and praise, which are privi-

Mr. Whorlow opened the afternoon ser- leges and duties. Mr. Whorlow exhorted 
vice with prayer, and read Acts ii. He us not to forsake assembling together, and 
then said :-It is for me to state to you enforced the precepts. -
the nature of a Gospel Church; this is a Mr, W. Beach asked Mr. Brown to 
subject requiring time for consideration, state his call by grace. Mr. Brown said, 
it being necessary to have a good found- Dear Brother and Christian Friends,-! 
ation to a Christian Church. Upon no think I need not enter into details which 
question on which differences of opinion would occupy a long time, but merely 
erist, has there been so much persecution make a statement in as few words as 
as over this one word "Church:" each possible. I grew up loving the world and 
seet striving to prove its right to the its pleasures ; but was blessed with godly 
claim of it, as do the Roman, Greek, and parents who used to have prayer me.etings. 
semi-English Catholics. We believe the in their cottage, and often persuaded me 
Church to be the great elect body, of to attend. Many times have I crept 
which Christ is the Head. The word under the window, so as to be unseen, and 
"Church" has several significations; it thus get away during the time of these· 
refers, 1st, To the great body of the elect, meetings. However, through my parents, 
and to the various sections of this one I received many good impressions, and. 
body. The controversy on Christ's state- always had a natural love and fear to
ment to Peter-" Dpon this Rock will I ward God, but no special conviction till 
build My Church "-has led many into I was between eighteen and nineteen years. 
error; it is, as Paul said, "Nevertheless, of age. Having left home four years, I 
the Foundation standeth sure." Christ forgot many things taught me, and when 
is the I'.ock; He is a tried One. Tried my circumstances were crossed, my hopes. 
by God, by justice, by sin, and by be- apparently blighted, I prayed a real 
lievers. 2nd, .A section of this Church, prayer for the first time. My first prayer 
built upon Christ, is constituted of spirit- was for providential blessings. Then I 
ual believers: and this section has officers, made resolutions and attended chapel, 
is governed by rules; we are not a lawless but grew in tbe conviction that I was. 
people. We come to present to you the under God's disfavour. This led me to 
nature of a true Gospel Church. All pray for spiritual blessings, desiring to 
denominations support their views with know my interest in Christ. In this state
Scripture ; we do the same: we have the I wandered from chapel to chapel, and 
Word and its testimony. Of the officers was ready to go wherever some bill an
we have, first, the pastor. We find Paul nounced a meeting. One day I attended 
organizes a Church at Philippi, with services at a Bath House. I thought the 
deacons and a bishop ( or pastor). Brother speaker spoke earnestly; but received no
Brown is about to take upon him the thing to satisfy the longing desires of my 
office of bishop, to be a watchman on the soul. At this service' the meeting of a 
walls, to be a teacher; and is to have Bible Class was announced, and I attended 
pre-eminence. There will also be deacons. it. The conductor of the class stated that 
I think the office of deacon has been he had been "always happy since being 
gene~ally treated too lightly; not with converted." It was the privilege of ·any 
suflic1ent importance, as though their one to ask questions. I asked him, "Was-



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 55 

there ever a time when you could say God 
had pardoned your sins?" He answered, 
"I don't know that that is a question." 
I asked him the way in which I could 
know that I was a Christian? .An old 
man sitting by my side saicl to me, "My 
young brother, these fellows don't under
stand vour case. I clo. I was the same 
as yo,i." He assured me that the Lore! 
woulcl speak to me, and this gave me com
fort. I 1·emovecl to London about this 
time with hope in my soul; went to hear 
Mr. Wells. On one occasion, when he 
was pointing out the Saviour as the only 
hope for sinners, he paused, looked round, 
and spoko to those who only had a hope. 
This met my case, and gave me assurance, 
and for twcl ve months I had no doubts. 
I gave my name as a candidate for bap
tism, went before the Church, and was 
accepted. But when the time came to be 
baptized I did not go, feeling I could not. 
Time rolled on, and I heard Mr. McCure 
at Pimlico; was proposed to the Church, 
acceptecl, and he baptizecl me. · 

Mr. Beach said, .Although the people 
here have heard you preach, and have 
learnt your views of Divine truth, those 
of us now upon the platform have not 
had that opportunity; we feel you had 
better state your views of truth. 

Mr. Brown stated that he was a Strict 
and Particular Baptist, firmly believing 
there is an election of grace by God the 
Father, particular redemption by Christ, 
with final perseverance to glory by the 
power of God the Holy Ghost. 

Mr. Beach asked Mr. Brown of his call 
to the ministry, to which he gave a satis
factory reply, concluding by saying that, 
notwithstanding many marks of the Lord's 
approbation, he often regrettecl he hacl 
ever spoken at all. 

Mr. Beach said he and others on the 
platform had often trodden in the same 
:path with reference to clarkneEs in preach
mg, and had thought of leaving off, but 
have experienced that when there is least 
of the creature there is more of God. He 
asked the cleacon to state why the Church 
called Mr. Brown to the pastorate. 

Mr. Cook, the senior deacon replied 
giving a brief history of the p/ogress of 
the cause; of having been destitute of a 
pastor twelve months, that Mr. Brown 
w!'ls the most acceptable supply, and that 
his oall to the pastorate was by the unani
";}OUS voice of both Chlll'ch and congrega
tion. 

Mr. Beach, having put the question 
formally to the Church and to Mr. 
Brown,_ then took the latter by the hand 
and said, "My clear brother it is with 
gr?at affection I give you, o~ behalf of 
this Church, the right hand of fellowship, 

and hope you may have souls for your 
hire and seals to your ministry; I wish 
you every blessing.'' 

Mr. J. Bunyan McCure then delivered 
the charge; the following is the sub
stance:-

" I speak a word of exhortation for 
your patience. Here are we with Mr. 
Brown just recognised; ancl it is now my 
cluty to deliver the charge with only a 
few minutes to clo so. In clays gone by 
there was plenty of time allowecl for this, 
but we are living in clays when we have to 
clo everything in a hurry; coming to my 
subject-My dear Brother, I speak to you 
from 2 Tim. iv. 2, 'Preach the Wore!; 
be instant in season, out of season ; re
prove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuf
fering and doctrine.' Paul could well 
charge another, he having been clrawn to 
preach Christ in a very special manner, 
and having experienced much. Preach 
the Word, Jesus Christ, the eternal word, 
Christ, Divine and human. He should 
be the subject matter of your preaching. 
Be careful about this. you cannot be too 
particular or give too much prominence 
to Jesus. Preach Him as the only priest 
absolving sin. Preach Him as God's 
only means whereby banished sinners may 
not be lost. Lift Him up high. You 
may preach sin too much, but Jesus you 
cannot. 

"Preach Him in relation to fallen man, 
as the Boud of the covenant. Let your 
sermons be full of tho Word of God, of 
Jesus, of the Holy Ghost. Truly we are 
living in clays when it may be said we do 
not so much as hear there is a Holy 
Ghost. Preach Jesus as the Substitute, 
ancl in doing so you will provide cordials 
for the fainting. Then there are the In
stitutions to be preached: Baptism, and 
the Lord's Supper. 

"You are not responsible for the result 
of the Gospel if you preach it fully, but 
you are responsible if you keep back any 
part of the Word of God. 

" Preach Christ with earnestness, not 
carelessly; with discrimination, and 
preach Him to characters, so that those 
who hear you may see where they are. 
Deliver the Word faithfully; that man 
can never be clear in conscience who 
preaches unfaithfully. Preach Christ 
faithfully to the professor and to the un
converted. Preach Christ in love. Be 
careful about this. Do, I pray you, 
preach Him as lovely ancl lovingly as ever 
you can. Be always ready; let n? op
portunity pass by. Reprove both SlDner, 
and, when needed, the professor. . R_ebuke 
sin, Satan, and the world-this tr,mtJ'.' of 
evils. Exhort with all longstiffer1Dg, 
give exhortation to all men. Let not the 
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sinner say, after having heard you,' he 
never preaches to me, but only to the 
saved.' Be careful to speak words of 
e,chortation as to moral obligations, and 
mark the dist.inction between moral and 
spiritual obligations. E,chort men to con
sider the theory of the word. God is thus 
honoured. E:s:'hort them to repent natu
rally. it is their duty. E,chort saints to 
spirituality. Natural men can perform 
natural acts; and spiritual men spiritual 
acts. Do this with all longsuffering. 
The Lord help you to e,cercise longsuffer
ing in all things; my sympathies are with 
you, and my prayers for you. I wish 
you God speed, and much of God's 
presence.'' 

About two hundred then took tea. 
Evening service was opened by Mr. S. 
Cant., in prayer; Mr. C. Cock addressed 
the Church, saying many true and useful 
things in that vein of quaint, dry humour 
peculiarly his own. Mr. W. Houghton 
made valuable observations suitable to 
the occasion, as also did Mr. McCure and 
Mr. Wborlow. Closed with singing, 
"Crown Him Lord of all,'' and prayer. 

·we are persuaded there was profit de
~i ved; we believe the Lord was in our 
midst. 

Oh I that this may he an earnest and 
beginning of a long and blessed union 
between people and pastor, and that 
many souls may have cause to bless the 
Lord for having brought our brother 
Ilrown here. This is the earnest prayer 
of Yours sincerely, R. WIGLEY. 

MR. ANDERSON'S PASTORAL 
ANNIVERSARY 

AT ZION CHAPEL, NEW CROSS ROAD, 
DEPTFORD. 

The anniversary of Mr; J. S. Anderson's 
pastorate was celebrated as usual in the first 
week of the New Year. On :Monday, Jan. 
3, a special meeting for prayer, "for the ex
tension of the Redeemer's kingdom," was 
held, and well attended. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Hazelton preached a very 
telling sermon in the afternoon, after which 
a large party of friends took tea together in 
the schoolrooms. The evening meeting, 
which was designated a public thanksgiving 
service, was held in the chapel, the pastor 
11residing. Prayer having been offered hy 
Mr. Higham, 

The Chairman said he supposed a few 
words would be expected from him, but he 
would be very brief, in order to allow more 
time to the speakers who were to follow. In 
looking back over the twelve years which had 
elapsed since he first became their pastor, he 
could say they had been lull of mercy and 
lovingkindness. While it was utterly im
possible to reckon up the mercies they had 
received, yet they desired to acknowledge 
them, and, like the Psalmist," forget not all 

H;s benefits." There were severnl things he 
desired to be thankful for. First, for bodily 
health and strength. Not only during the 
past twelve years, but for the last twenty
ei~·ht years, he had never been laid aside for 
one Lord's-day, which was not only a mercy 
to him, but to the people also; for it puts 
the deacons to trouble when a pastor has to 
send word to them that he cannot preach, 
and they must find a supply. Then, during 
the past twelve years, he had been able to 
preach 2,272 sermons, there and elsewhere, 
and while he had endeavoured to declare the 
whole counsel of God, he left results with 
Him. He had given the right hand of 
fellowship and received into Church mem
bership 268, or rather more than twenty-two 
per year. Of that number, two bad emi
grated to Australia JJ.nd one to America; 
thirty had removed from the neighbourhood 
and joined other Churches ; fifteen or sixteen 
others had removed and been lost sight of 
altogether; while twenty had passed away 
to the other world. During the past twelve 
years, new schoolrooms and vestries had 
been built at a cost of .£500, and paid for. 
An old debt on the chapel of about £400 
had been paid of!', and there was now £1,000, 
cash in hand and promises, towards the fund 
for enlargement and improvement, the plans 
for which were now prepared and the work 
would be commenced in March next. Another 
event he desired to feel thankful for was the 
election of four brethren to the office of sub
deacon. He mentioned this because they 
had been, and he believed would continue to 
be, a great comfort to him in connection 
with his ministerial work. He concluded 
by reading a statement of the work done 
by the Building Committee; and then called 
upon the senior deacon, 

Mr. Matthews, who said the title of the 
meeting was a thanksgiving service1 and he 
thouf$"ht from the statement which tney had 
hearu it was fully justified, and he hoped 
would be fully carried out. After referring 
to the past mercies, to the peace and pros
perity which had been enjoyed, he sa,d there 
was an old and popular saying, "The right 
man in the right place." While it was im
portant from a business point of view, it 
became a matter of the utmost importance 
when connected with the interests of Zion. 
Being interrogated once by an itinerant 
minister on this subject, he said there were 
three things which would justify him in 
continuing to proclaim the glad tidings. 
First, a desire to testify of the grace of God, 
like the Apostle Paul, when he said, "N eces
sity is laid upon me," or with the poet,-

" Then w111 I tell to sinners round 
What a dear Saviour I have found; 
Will point to His atoning blood, 
And say, Behold the way to God." 

The second was acceptability with those to 
whom he ministers. Dr. Parker once said, 
a man ought to be thoroughly persuaded in 
his own mind ; but the speaker thought that 
would be very unsatisfactory to those en
gaged in the work. A man might have his 
mind thoroughly made up, nnd yet be 
thoroughly wrong. It was necessary that 
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the blessing pronounced on Asher should be 
his, that he should be acceptable unto his 
brethren. Thirdly, he must have his cre
dentials from God, and not from man; and 
with these three we might wish him " God
speed." He had the full concurrence of the 
Church and con/!:,egation in saying of their 
pastor, he was ' the right man in the right 
pince." There was another thing worth their 
consideration...:...the exhortation of the Apostle 
to "esteem them very highly for their work's 
sake." It was no small mercy to have a 
minister who could rightly divide the Word 
of truth and distinguish between law and 
Gospel : one whose ministry made a distinc
tion between grace and works, and who did 
not preach a Yea and Nay Gospel, but one 
which was Yea and Amen in Christ Jesus. 
He was sure he had the response of the 
meeting on this account, and his prayer was 
that their number might abound more and 
more, and that as a Church they might 
realise what was spoken in the Acts of the 
Apostles, "Then had the Churches rest, and 
were edified ; and walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
were multiplied." 

Mr. Webb, of Camden Town, was very 
glad to be present on this occasion. He 
said, we need thankfulness of heart for the 
favours we receive. The Psalmist said, 
They that dwell in Thy house shall be still 
praising Thee. Praise was the sweetest 
employment here, and would be our 
employment when we get borne. If we 
have a personal and experimental acquaint
ance with our Covenant-God as the God of 
all grace, as well as the God of providence, 
it is our privilege to say, "The Lord bath 
done great things for us, whereof we are 
!\"lad." If He has done great things for us 
m the past, we have still the same gracious 
God to look to in the future. The question 
is, How we are dwelling in the house of 
God? that is union with His Church, the 
place where Christ is. If so, we shall sing, 

" The men of grace have found 
Glory begun below ; 

Celestial fruits on earthly ground 
From faith and hope may grow." 

Then, notwithstanding all the losses and 
crosses, afflictions and trials, we have to pass 
through, we shall be able to rejoice that 
"there is no condemnation." Like J obn, 
the waggoner, when asked, "What makes 
you so happy? " we shall be able to reply, 
" Christ formed in the heart the hupe of 
glory." 

Mr. Box, jun., said, It did one·s heart 
good to know there was union in the Church 
of God. It did not everywhere exist, and 
we should remember that its continuance 
depended very largely upon the Church, 
its spirituality, its prayers, and its watchful
ness. It was not to lJe supposed that the 
council-chamber, where the pastor and 
deacons met, had all to do with the welfare 
of the Church ; all must combine together 
in endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. He spoke at 
some length on the words of Paul to the 
Thessnloninns, " How ye turned to God from 

idols to serve the living and true God and 
to wait for His Son from heaven." There 
was still a need of turning from idols among 
God's family, for if it were not so, ourweek
evening services would be as well attended 
as our Lord's-day. There are things which 
seem to have a prior claim, and so we walk 
uncircumspectly as members of God•s 
Church, and in consequence are stunted in 
our growth. We dare not say this is ordered 
of God, but must acknowledge we have sin
ned in this respect. "And to wait for His 
Son from heaven." A waiting posture with 
the Christian is a very ble8Sed one. We are 
waiting for the manilestation of Divine love 
in the face of Jesus Christ. We are waiting 
to be delivered from all that is earthly and 
sensual, We are hoping He will come, and 
our hope is based on a good foundation, that 
He will come for us, for He has not only 
placed His Name in our foreheads, but His 
love in our hearts, and it wells up to Him. 
We wait expectantly, believing He will 
come; we are taught it by His Word, and 
by the witnessing of the Holy Ghost within 
us. And we wait because it will be the 
consummation of all our faith has fixed 
upon and our souls desire, and we shall 
have the fruition in glory everlasting. 

Mr. Alderson gave a stirring address from 
the words, " Now is your salvation nearer 
than when ye believed?" He said it was 
forty-two years ago since his then youthful 
heart was touched by the love of Christ, and 
be was led to the cross for salvation ; and 
though many had been the changes and the 
trials, his God bad never left him nor for
saken him. While, in one sense, salvation 
in God's purpose was perfect and complete• 
while it could never be a grander or a bette; 
salvation than it was now, there would be 
a manifestation of it, we cannot yet conceive 
of, when we shall be like Him, for we shall 
see Him as He is. 

Mr. Flack followed in a very touching 
address, speaking of the Lord's dealings with 
him for forty years in the wilderness. 

Mr. Mears gave one of bis usual soul
cheering and heart-stirring addresses, and 
the meeting closed singing the hymn

"Ablde with me.'' 
Collections were made on behalf of the 

Aged Baptist Ministers' Fund. T. G. C . .A. 

ACROSTIC. 
J ehovah I gracious Sovereign, Lord of all, 
0 ur faithful pastor on our hearts we bear; 
H ear us tn heaven, and bless him, while we call 
N ow on Thy holy name In humble prayer. 
S urely Thy hand alone bath led us on, 
L Ike Israel's mighty host in bygone days; 
A nd when Thy love and care we think upon, 
T o Thee on htgh our grateful notes we raise, 
E 'en in harmonious songs of thankful praise, 
A nd now we pray Thee, by Thy power divine, 
N ear to Thy truth, as Thou hast in the past, 
D etgn Thy beloved servant to incline, 
E ver Thy glorious Gospel to hold fast. 
R ounol him may many faithful hearts and true 
S tand bravely fighting, Lord, for truth and 

Thee: 
0 pe heaven's i;:ate at last, and let him through, 
N ear Thy bright throne !or evermore to be. 

T.G. C . .l.. 
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OUR CHURCHES IN "THE BLACK 
COUNTRY." 

EPISTLES TO APELLES.-No. 5. 
l\iy DEAR APELLES,-

Returning· Jrom Spring Meadow, and 
passing· under the Great Western Railway 
at Old Hill, we now have to ascend one of 
the hills of this district called Gosty Hill, or 
Gorsty Hill, and, having surmounted this 
difficulty, we now have a fine view of the 
surrounding country. 

" As when the weary traveller gains 
The height of some o'erlooklng bill, 

Hh: heart rcT"JYes, if 'cross the plains, 
He eyes bis home, though distant still." 

To the right are the smoking· and blazing 
furnaces ; to the left a deep ravine, at the 
foot of which are situate extensive iron tube 
works, and by the side is the silent canal ; in 
the rear are Blackheath and Rowley ; for
ward is an uninterrupted landscape for 
miles, everything verdant and luxurious. 
The Clent Hills, side by side, like Ebal and 
Gerizim of old, or as a couple of mountains, 
seem to say, Come what changes may in yon 
lower world, we remain immoveably the same. 
The country from Halesowen to Bromsg-rove, 
tweil'e miles distant, is seen from this eleva
ti<1n, and the whole scene reminds one of the 
poet's words,-
" Could we but climb where Moses stood, 

And "View the landscape o'er, 
Not Jordan's stream nor death's cold flood 

tibould fright me from that shore." 
Cave Adullam Baptist chapel is situate on 

this Hill, and the people are, in more than a 
literal sense, lovers of the hill country; they 
love the height of Zion, and look with con
tempt upon the bogs, swamps, and marshes 
of Arminianism and legalism. The chief 
things of the ancient mountains, and the 
precious things of the lasting hills, the corn, 
the wine, and the oil, and the fat of the land 
they feed upon, and they are fat and flourish
ing, and bear their testimony that the Lord 
is upright-He is their Rock and there is no 
uurighteoumess in Him. 

It is an old proverb, but, nevertheless, a 
tmthful one, "'!'bat it is an ill wind that 
blows no one any good." 1 t was mainly 
O\\ing to a nortb-easter at Oldbury that some 
zealous prayerful, sincere, and affectionate 
men became settlers at this bill of Zion 
during the year 1874, and they have m3:te
rially strengthened the cause. Seek1~g 
direction from the Lord they set to work m 
earnest : new seats, or, as they are called 
here, "sates," in the modern style, re
placed the old pews; a porch built at the 
entrance as a shelter from the rain and 
stormy blast; new windows inserted, and 
tlie interior neatly grained and varnisbe•t, 
made this a nice comfortable chapel, and, 
auove all the blessing of the Lord rests upon 
the place'; for the eye of the Lord is upon it 
for good from the beginning of the year to 
the end thereof. 

On July 26 1874, it was re-opened by Mr. 
Arclier, ol 1:ll~ckburn, and was crowded with 
people who seemed anxious to know what all 
these things meant, and some who desired 

"to see the beauty of the Lord nnd em_1uire 
in His holy temple." The proceeds ot the 
day were something like £15. There is still 
a debt remaining upon the chapel which is 
built upon freehold ~Tound. 

An old and tried fHend is Richard Parsons1 
who is decided for God's eternal truth; ancl 
while many have swerved from sound doc
trine, he has remained firm, und is taught 
by his own experience, as well as the inward 
work of the Holy Spirit, that his ~alvntion 
rests upon the etr.rnal covenant engagements 
of a never-failing Surety, and that the top
stone shall be brought home with shontings 
of grace and grace unto it. In his humble 
home in the chimney corner one may meet 
with all they wish; and, with him and his 
cheerful dame, enjoy that conversation which 
brings to remembrance Paul's words-" For 
our conversation is in heaven ; from whence 
also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Nor are the temporal wants neglected, 
for" a coop of tay" (cup of tea) and some 
good wholesome bread and butter, at which 
you are continually reminded of your wel
come by the words, " Don't spare, don't 
spare," make matters very comfortable. 

01 the records of sons, daughters, grand
sons and granddaughters, the ups and downs, 
the trials and difficulties by the way, the 
mercies received, the faithfulness of God, and 
the good hand of the Lord making all His 
goodness to pass before them in tlle way I 
should say this goodly couple conld fill a· 
volume. With such men as Philemon Jones, 
John Adams, and others who are blest with 
a spirit of prayer and supplication, I believe 
there will be abundant prosperity. 

" Peace be wl thin this sacred place, 
And joy a constant guest; 

With holy glfts and heavenly grace 
Be her attendants blest." 

Reading of Scriptures and prayer in the 
morning, preaching afternoon and evening, 
is the order of service here. Mr. Shilton 
and Mr. Howard, both of Birmingham, and 
Mr. Richard Bradbury, of Darlaston, are 
usually thesupplies. Whatdoyonrrespectable 
London parsons think of walking six or 
eigllt miles, preaching twice, and then walk
ing back the same distance, and this afcer a 
week of bard toil ? Such is the ca.qe with our 
old friend and brother, Richard Bradbury: 
he is not a dry letter man or learned theo
logian. Taught in the school of Christ, and 
led into deep experimental things, be brings 
forth the savoury meat for God's "Isaacs," 
and the secret of all this is " that the love of 
Christ constraineth him." Near to this spot 
is Rowley Regis, where Daniel Matthews 
has preached the truth lor many years, and 
has a crowded congregation. He is quite 
one to himself, as I am given to understand: 
no one else, upon any consideration, occupies 
his pulpit, neither doe.- he preach anywhere 
but Rowley and Willenhall. His people are 
building· a large chapel for him, but how long 
be will occupy it, it is impossible to say, for 
being an advanced age his sojourn here can
not be long. What many peculiarities there 
are even with the Israel of God. The Apostle 
said there are diversities of gifts, but the 
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same Spirit ; and there are diversities of a?
ministrations but the same Lord; and while 
Daniel has ;emained faithful to the truth, 

-one could but desire that he would acknow
ledge hi~ own brethren and lend them a 
helping hand. One thing is certain, he 
must associate with them in glory, and, I 
ask why not here? His people are warmly 
att~ched to him and consider there is none 
like him in thes~ parts, and appear like the 
servant of old nailed to the doorpost, and so 
rivetted to the place, that whatever you may 
say, their reply would be " 'fhere !• none 
like Daniel." I would say there IS none 
like 1 he God of Daniel or the God of 
J eshurun, who rideth upon the heaven of 
heavens in His excellency upon the sky. 
May w~ esteem all the Lord's faithful ser
vants verv highly in love for their work's 
sake but" follow them only so far as they 
folio~ Christ. To be weaned from all 
-creatures and look alone to the Lord for His 
blessing through the man must be the best 
position. . . 

It is well sometimes to travel incognito. 
Many have tried, but in vain, to find out 
your correspondent, and if S~mson has a 
riddle, why should he not keep 1t? :f:et the 
·inquisitive ones still seek to have 1t pro
pounded; but it will be in vain; yea, more, 
let them plow with my heifer they will only 
:find out I am the same as before, 

AN OLD DISCIPLE. 

REVIEW OF THE ROLL OF FAITH
FUL MINISTERS. 

(Continued from page 24.) 
We are stopped in our reviews and reflec

tions by being called ~o order. It is con
-sidered ungrateful not to notice those ancient 
men who, although not in full work, are yet 
rendering the Churches some service, and 
whose labours in the Lord's work have been 
blessed unto the souls of thousands who have 
Jett the valley, and whose names are dear to 
many of our fathers and mothers in Israel, 
yet waiting to be called home to their Father's 
house on high. We can only briefly notice 
some of whom enquiry is made. 

" The two Allnutts, are they gone? " We 
believe not. William Allnutt, the pastor of 
the Baptist Church at Sydenham in Oxford
shire, has just reached his jubilee in the pas
torate over one Church. He is, we believe, 
over eighty, but is continued in the ministry 
of God's Gospel. His Church was formed 
·in 1826; we suppose he was settled over 
them at the birth, and Church and pastor 
have travelled on together now for hall-a
century. William Allnutt, as a farmer and 
a minister, has served his generation with 
industry and a steady perseverance-not 
without some shadows, not quite free from 
heart-aching sorrows. We trust in his last 
moments he may be able 

"To read hii:i title clear 
To mansions Jn the skies." 

Henry Allnutt, once of Ripley, now. of 
Bl'ockham, has run his ministerial race with 
cheerfulness, faithfulness, and honour, being 
now about seventy-six; he is still singing, 

"PJlgrlms we are to Canaan bound." 
For years we worked in the Gospel harness 
for and with him; but since he planted his 
standard more on the sunny side of the 
Surrey hills we have not been able to find 
him. 

Of "Provincial Puritans" this must suf
fice for the present. The following note and 
lines from the brother of the Maidstone Bap
tist pastor (who has again been very ill), 
will speak for themselves:-

THE VEN. PHILIP DICKERSON. 

MR. EDITOR,-1 felt deeply interested in 
reading" Review of the Roll," &c., but was 
somewhat startled by the following: " We 
suppose C. Stovel is the supreme senior," &c. 
Now I think that supposition would apply 
with far greater emphasis to the venerable 
Philip Dickerson who must be some years 
Mr. Stovel's senior, Mr. D. being as much 
over eighty as I am over seventy, if not 
more· albeit, I do not know :.Vfr. Stovel's 
age. 'True, Mr. D., through i~firmity_, re
signed the pastorate, yet he still contrnues 
to preach occasionally,. and, as such_, his 
name remains on the Roll. I knew him as 
a sound and faithful Baptist minister at 
Rattlesden in Suffolk, long before his con
nection with the Church in Alie street, that 
being the only change in hLs ministerial 
settlement, and a fact such as cannot be re
corded of many pastors. And throughout 
his whole course he has maintained an un
blemished reputation; an unflinching advo
cacy of " the truth as it is in Jesus; " a 
steady, unwavering adherence to New T:s
tament ordinances, and has ever been a kmd 
and deeply-sympathising friend to ·the poor 
of the flock, and universally beloved, though 
not perhaps gifted with such an amount of 
eloquence and" brain-power'' as is the am
bition of the present age. 

You will accept these observations in the 
spirit of true brotherly lo,·e. No one is 
aware of the liberty I have taken thus to 
address my highly-esteemed friend and 
brother Banks, who may believe the writer 
to be one with him, heart and soul, though 
"poor as a Church mouse." 

JAMES LINGLEY. 
121, Princes road, Lambeth, S.E. 

January 4, 1876. 
The accompaning verses will find an echo 

in many a poor tried heart :-

" THE LORD IS GOOD." 
That God Is good no one denies, 

Yet few belleve 1t a.s thry should, 
And sometimes when our faith He tries, 

'Tis hard to say, Tbe Lord is good. 
When overwhelm'd with anxtons cares, 

By doubt, dismay, and fear pursued, 
And heaven seems brass to all our pray~rs, 

'Tis hard to say, The Loni ls good. 
When harass'd by the tempter s,we, 

And faith has not the t'oe wltbsrood: 
'When lightnings flash and thnuders roar, 

'Tts hard to say, The Lord is good. 
If God for our correction frown, 

However needful that Ht:1 should, 
And sore aflllctions bear U:i down, 

'Tts hard to say, The Lord is good. 
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When passing nnderneatb tbe rod, 
And In a melnncholy mood. 

Discerning not tbe hand of God, 
'Tis bard to say, The Lord Is good, 

When in t.hls stat.e, nnd.much afraid 
To tru51t onr Father, though we would, 

We find, without the Spirit's aid, 
'Tls bard to say, The Lord ls good. 

When J e~us sends for those we love, 
The part.ners o! our flesh and blood, 

Though we believe they're bless'd above, 
How bard to say, The Lord Is good I 

But when we're kept by grace divine, 
And nourished with the living food, 

We cry," Not my will, Lord, but Thine!" 
The Lord ls good! The Lord Is good! 

And when the Saviour sbews His face, 
The inward man, with strength renew'd, 

Let what will happen or take place, 
Will still exclaim, The Lord ls good! 

Then welcome tribulation's path-
A safe way mark'd with lines of blood; 

Our Jesus helps us on by faith, 
And hence we sing, The Lord is good! 

He'll guide us safely to the last, 
Nor sink we then in Jordan's flood; 

Safe landed and all dangers past, 
We'll shout on high, The Lord ls good! 
Lambeth. J. LINGLEY. 

"HALLELUJAH." 
Thus our brother Wise bade farewell to 

earth. I am inclined to say a few words 
on this one word, because he who uttered 
it was not unknown to the Particular Bap
tist Churches of England. To me there is 
so much meaning in this grand old Hebrew 
word, as used by my departed brother. It 
does so exactly express "his faith " that it 
may be allowed to stand at the head of the 
few remarks I wish to make in this paper. 

Caller! under a free-will ministry, my 
brother Wise was brought to see further 
than some of his brethren, and he saw
what, indeed, he might have seen before, but 
it wa< hidden from his eyes-that salvation 
was by grace. Seeing further, and know
ing more than some others, he was counted 
an alien by his own brethren, and was led 
into connection with some others whom we 
are pleased to speak of as" lovers of truth." 

It may be, that some dear brother may 
say more of the departed than I can say, not 
that I could not, but I will not, at least not 
now. I am not at all anxious to tread in the 
steps of another, still less to walk in another 
man's shoes, but I should like to say what 
I believe redounds to the glory of God, and 
what he, my dear friend, thinking of, talk
ing of, or writing about, would say respect
ing it, "Praise the Lord," namely, that the 
Particular Baptist Cause at Watford, owes 
its origin to him, as much as to any other 
Ix-other, Jiving or dead. 

Four of us who were joined together in 
one mind, clubbed together our pence, and 
paid oue shilliog a night, weekly, for the 
use of a buildiog, in which three of us 
preached the new doctrine, and blessed be 
God,or,asMr. Wise would putit: "Halle
lujah!" the cause of truth still lives in that 
town, already mentioned, and is likely to 
live, in fact, must live, for "truth can never 
die." Hallelujah. J. B. 

THE EPPING BAPTISTS. 
Upwards of thirteen long years have 

rolled away since the comfortable little 
sanctuary m this ancient town was first 
opened for divine service, when the _pulpit 
was occupied alternatively by brethren Weeks 
and Brindle. But from that time to the end 
of last year no Church had been formed. A 
meeting, however, of some interest was 
convened a short time ago in this pl~ce of 
worship (Mr. J. Hall in the chair), when it 
was agreed that a Church should (n. v.) be 
formed upon New Testament principles• 
and the verification of this resolution took 
place on Jan. 10 of this new year. The 
season, spiritually speaking, was a solemn 
and profitable one, which, doubtless, will 
D:ot be forgotten by many that were there 
till death shall usher their faithful souls into 
the grand company of the Church trium
phant, within the home of many mansions. 

Mr. J. S. Anderson, of Deptford, presided 
on the occasion, and commenced the service 
with an appropriate hymn (791 Denham's 
Selection). Mr. Brindle, of Clapham read 
Ephesians iv. and offered prayer. Mr. J, 
Hall then read the minutes of a previous 
meeting respecting the organisation of the 
Church. Mr. W. Winters followed with a 
few preliminary remarks on the Scriptural 
nature of the meeting, and then read {br, 
request)" the declaration of faith and order' 
upon which the Church was then about to 
be formed. 

The President then asked the usual ques
tions concerning baptism, and having ob
tained a satisfactory reply, he proceeded to 
give to each one the right hand of fellowship 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Mr. Hall followed 
in the same manner, when the president 
pronounced the fact that they were now a 
Scripturally constituted Church; and Mr. 
W. Cottis, sen., was at the same time 
unanimously chosen to fill the office of 
deacon. Mr. Hall concluded this part of the 
service with prayer. 

Mr. Anderson then addressed the Church 
and congregation in his usual steady and 
truthful manner. The speaker said that the 
views of truth held by the members of the 
Church at Epping were very unpopular and 
much despised by many in the present day, 
and that the newly-formed Church now 
belonged to the "sect everywhere spoken 
against," because their l:>elief was according 
to the revealed will of God, which necessitated 
a distinction of character. According to the 
mind of the speaker, there always had been 
two Churches in the world, the one true 
Church represented in Abel, and the false 
one in Cain ; for Cain hated the religion of 
his brother{ and hoped in the killing of him 
to have kil ed his religion also. So that the 
true Church has al ways been a persecuted 
Church. But God, in appointing a Church 
state on earth, had His own honour and 
glory in view as well as the spiritual happi
ness and blessing of His people. And there 
can be no substitute found to take the place 
of Scriptural order; moreover, were it not 
for a Church state (humanly speaking), 
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what would become of the world? God gave 
the Gospel to the Church to hold in custorly, 
for the ingnthering of His elect. The 
speaker thought that some persons did hold 
Cast the truth, insomuch that they rarely 
ever told it to others. TI,is secret mode of 
living could in no way be commended. He 
,(the speaker) then called upon the Church 
to see that nothing but the Gospel was 
,preached in their midst. And with all his 
heart he wished them God-speed. 

One verse of a hymn being sung, Mr. 
.Brindle was called upon to speak a few word,. 
He stated that he had long been known to 
the friends at Epping, and expressed several 
pleasing incidents relative to his first ap
pearance amonl1,' them, and was exceedingly 
glad that they had followed their great 
Leader through the ordinance of baptism, 
and were now openly on the Lord's side. 
After man_y other encouraging words, Mr. 
Brindle gave place to Mr. Hall, who spoke 
briefly on the various duties and privileges 

-of the Church. 
Mr. N. Oakey, who for a long time past 

has laboured in the Gospel at Epping with 
great acceptance, made some very excellent 
1·emarks relative to the Church's obedience 
to the faith; not, as the speaker observed, in 
point of merit, but to the praise and honour 
of Jesus; and which obedience would ne
cessarily always be held at a sacrifice. 

The old Doxology brought one of the very 
best meetings ever held within those hallowed 

• walls to a close. To God be all the praise for 
· such a bright day at Epping. 

Waltham Abbey. w. WINTERS, 

THE VENERABLE THOMAS JONES, 
OF BROSELEY. 

one; yet his voice is as good M it was forty 
years ago, which makes it very pleasant to 
his hearers. And on each returning Sabbath 
he comes up to the house of God full of Gos
pel truth. 

There is in his ministry strong meat for 
them that are strong; there is a word of 
comfort for them that mourn in Zion; there 
is encoura_gement to the poor seeking soul; 
and for them that are ready to halt by the 
way. He has a word of warninl(' to the un
godly, and them that know not the Lord . 
Ah ! and a word of reproof to them that de
serve it. The congregation has increased ; 
the week-night services better attended. 

There are some asking the way to Zion, 
with their faces thitherward. 

The text for the first Sunday in this year 
was Malachi iv. 2, "But unto you that fear 
My name shall the Sun of Righteousness 
arise, with healing in His wings, and ye shall 
go forth and grow up as calves of the stall." 

We felt it good to be there. The Lord 
bless our Zion, and add to its numbers those 
that shall be saved. This is the prayer of 
one of the least among them. 

LUTON.-The Church and congregation 
worshipping in Ebenezer, Dumfries street, 
Luton, has been a little disturbed by the re
tirement of a few, and the commencement of 
another cause in the same town. Very few 
ministers have laboured on for thirty years 
in the same locality more carefully, faith
fully, or with more blessed results, than has 
our esteemed ministerial brother, Mr. A. 
Cook. In his case" the little one has (almost) 
become a thousand, and the small one a 
strong body." You cannot look upon pas
tor A. Cook, but you discover the powers of 
keen discernment, spiritual lile, "calm per

.,. They shall still bring forth fruit In ot.i age." suasion, a stern decision, with mildness and 
Thousands will feel a glow of gladness kindness to all who truly love the Lord." 

,from reading the following note of our es- He has given full proof of his ministry; and 
teemed brother in the ministry, called, at between himself and his people existeth a 
one time," Thomas Jones of everywhere." bond of holy love and ot Christian confidence. 
Our God can yet lengthen out his life for Whether, in rejecting some applicants for 
years to come. A kind correspondent says, membership, he is al ways quite correct, we 

The past year, 1875, was a more happy dare not to j11dge. Natural feelings are fre
-0ne than the Church at Birch meadow has q uently very strong. The case referred to 
enjoyed for a very long time, being favoured by W. G. was one calling for much sympa
with the stated ministry of their esteemed thy. Let us hope the new cause, in such a 
,;pastor, Mr. Thomas Jones. For a long time busy hive as Luton, with its 20,000 people, 
the Church had supplies: many of them good will do good. Let us rejoice 1\lr. Cook's 
preachers; sound in the faith. As most of I po,itioa is not lessened; let us pray that all 
th_em left o~ ~he Mon~ay, the Church was poor returning prod!gals may ever find some 
~1thout a mm)ster durmg the week. Some- faithful friend to receive and e':'-collrage them. 
t1meson Lords-day we had to read a ser- Thequestionpropoundedreqlltresthought. 
mon or hold a prayer meeting. --

Our beloved minister, Mr. Thomas Jones, CLAPHAM.-Our annual thanksgiving 
was wont to come from London once or services at Rehoboth, Bedford road, were 
~Wice a year to see his old friends, and preach Sunday and Monday, Dec. 26 and 27. 
m the chapel he first preached in. He was Sermons were delive1·ed by D. Gander, J, 
m!'~Y times asked to come and be our stated Brindle, and J. S. Anderson. Our pastor, 
mm1ster again, as long as the Lord saw fit J. Brindle, presided over the pubhc meetmg, 
t? "!'are him; and so finish his ministerial and opened it with sweet and sacred words 
lif~ m that place where he first began it. on the kingdom and glory of our Lord. 
His answer was "I cannot see my way Isaac Ballard came forth witli a clearly
clear yet," ' defined miniature charge to ministers. He 

Thanks be to the Lord, the time came : was truly powerful in_ ~xp_ressing the work 
the way was made clear: His servant is now and character of the ta1thtul labourer. As 

· among us, at the advanced age of eighty- we listened we felt "Surely God is in this 
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pince!'• C. W. BRnks said R few words on 
Asaph's irrcn t 11:rnndson, who wns the prin
cipal to begfo the thanksgiving· service in 
prayer-which implied he wished to avoid 
playing the hypocrite. The Pilgrim Fathers, 
when delivered from persecution, thanked 
God for being permitted to enjoy "purity 
of worship and liberty of conscience"
blessing-;; "·hich the Church in Bedford road 
were fin•oured with : for brother Brindle 
told us he was surrounded with good, busi
ness-like deacons; and his members were of 
one heRrt and mind in the things of God. 
J. S. Anderson, on Brethren Dwelling iu 
Unity, and on The Church as One Family, 
was interesting- and instructive. On the 
Eternal, Endurable, Vital, and Fruitful 
Union Between our Lord Jesus Christ and 
His Church, the brethren Gail(Jer and E. 
Page delivered very excellent addresses, 
followed bv the venerable Samuel Ponsford 
and friend.Perrett. Our plensant and happy
looking brother Meadows poured forth a 
feeling prayer. We were glad to see friends 
Baker, Lewis, Saunders, and others, all 
working· to!?"ether to hold up the good cause 
at Rehoboth, Clapham. We silently, so
lemnly pray, that our affectionate brother 
Brindle. his deacom, and members, may long 
live and labour together, beholding pros
perity in every department of their good 
work. 

WOOBURN GREEN.-OurannualNew 
Year's commemoration of the Lord's good
ness to us was Jan. 9 and 10. It is twenty
two vears since the corner-stone of our 
" Ebenezer " was laid bv Charles Waters 
Banks. The house was well finished and 
opened ; and from that time until the present, 
the truth of Christ's Gospel has been main
tained. Popularity, or large prosperity, 
have not attended us. The ministrations of 
Abraham Howard were useful to many. 
William Wilson's pastorate was a helpful 
means in establishing us. Thomas Rowley 
had a good work to do here, and F. G, 
Burgess was sent to revive and cheer our 
hearts. During his pastorate the mortgage 
has been cleart:d off, and the chapel heauti
fullv renovated and repaired. C. W. Banks 
commenced this year's annual meeting by 
reading Psalm cili., in which we joined with 
some grateful feelings. He delivered four 
sermons; and we were enabled to present 
our pastor, F. G. Burgess, with a testimonial, 
which he feelingly acknowledged. We cry 
m,to the Lord most fervently for an in
gathering of precious souls to Jesus and His 
fold. .A.men ! f" The Village Preacher's" 
Notes on this little mission are in reserve for 
"Cheering Words."] 

C.A.MBUIDGE.-EDEN CHAPEL.-Our 
New Year's tea meeting was held on Wed
nesday evening, the 5th. There was a very 
nice gathering, and we may well contrast 
our New Year's gathering in 1876with 1875, 
although the latter was more numerous, and 
in its character more enthusiastic ( our new 
chapel being but lately opened and paid for) . 
Yet so much incessant mental and bodily toil 

had so unl!inged the nervous system of our· 
pnstor, that he was from thnt evening 
oblip;ed to leave us for n few week• nnd seek 
entire repose. But rest from labour, and 
prayer made without ceasing, were the 
means blest, and now the pnstor·s henlth is. 
established, the Church bas been largely in
creased, the school has nearly doubled and 
God has g;raciously remembered His pr~mise 
to our Zion: " I will abundnntly bless her 
provisions, and satisfy her poor with bread." 
Surely here is indeed cause for much thank
fulness in the opening of another year; and 
to show that our denr brother McCure still 
lives in our affections, our dear brother 
Deeks (whom we love for the truth's sake) 
was deputed to present to him, in the name 
of the people, 20 guinens, as a small, but
tangible proof of .their love. Our dear 
brother did this in his urnal quaint and 
happy manner, interspersing in'his remarks 
his good wishes for the continued usefulness 
of the pastor, and the abundant prosperity 
and unity of the Church. .After a suitable 
reply, each of the deacons had something to 
say respecting the dealing~ of the Lord, and 
His goodness which never yet has failed, and 
never will, for we have indeed to say with• 
Zion of old respecting our Covenant-God, 
" Who remembered us in our low estate, for 
His mercy endureth for ever." · 

J. FAVELL. 

ILFORD.-EBENEZER CHAPEL. 
On Jan. 4, 1876, a tea and public meeting 

was held in the above place-the meeting in 
the evening for the purpose of presenting to .. 
brother Hall a very handsome timepiece. 
Mr. Mayo, of Poplar, occupied the chair; a
hymn having been sung, Mr. Woodard asked 
the Divine blessing. The Chairman, in 
stating the object of the meeting, said that 
Mr. Hall having served the Church and 
congregation in an acceptable manner for 
the last four years, and now that he had ac
cepted the invitation of the Church at Rich
mond for three months, with n view to the· 
pastorate, they ;ivished to show in some prac
tical form their appreciation of his labours 
and the esteem that thev had for him-the• 
form that that expression had taken was the 
timepiece, which he then presented to him, 
conveying at the same time the good wishes. 
of the people for his future welfare and 
blessing. 

Mr. Hall, in reply, stated that the matter· 
had taken him quite by surprise, for be knew 
nothing whati,ver about it, so he could say 
he neither thought it nor sought it. 

BOW.-Services to inaugurate Sunday 
school, at Albert terrace, were held Dec. 
26 and 28. Sermons were preached by F. 
Green and G. Webb. At the public meeting 
G. Webb presided. Mr. Oakey led us to the· 
mercy-seat. Messrs. Lodge, Hall, Pung, 
and Green, gave us good thoughts. The • 
scholars Fang their pieces very delig·htfully. 
The school numbered forty at the opening,. 
and is increasing. To God be all the praise. 
.A.men. 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 63 

MR. JOHN BENNETT AT WILDER
NE~S ROW AND THE SURREY 
TABERNACLE. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKB,-The longer 
I nm in the world the more I lee! my soul 
wants. solid and substantial food. I can well 
understand Mr. Bennett when he says, "If 
my religion wns as uncertain ns all my sur
roundings I should really go mad." The 
cuckoo note of" Do, Do," is of no use to me. 
1 find the religion of man is made up of two 
letters, " Do,'' while the religion of the Gos
pel of the grace of God has four letters, 
"Done:" "all is settled, and my soul approves 
it wrll." 

,Lord's-day, Nov. 28th, was a good day at 
Zion " in the wilderness." Mr. John Ben
nett took for his text, Luke viii, 15, " The 
seed sown in good ground." The Lord's own 
work from first to last. He Himself pre
pares the ground for the good seed ; He be
gins the work in the seat of life, the heart, 
by taking away the stony heart and giving 
a heart of flesh. 

In the evening we had "The one thing 
needful." 1st, A great declaration, "one 
thing needful : " a position at the feet of 
Jesus-Discipleship: blessed and safefosition 
for a child of God to sit at the feet o · a pre
cious Lord, listening to His words, clothed 
and in his right mind,-" all His saints are 
in Thy hand and they sat down at Thy feet; 
every one shall receive of Thy words. 

"Dear Name, the Rock on which I build, 
My Shield and Hiding-place." 

We had a solemn conclusion: "one thing 
lacking," "Faith," to renounce all, to ac
cept as able and willing, to surrender all to 
His control, and to follow Him. 

How often it happens that for the want of 
one thing all must go wrong and be useless. 
Your watch might be one of the best manu
facture and highly finished, but if I take out 
one little pin it would mar all its works, and 
your watch would be useless, one thing would 
be lacking. The noble ship at sea. Take 
away that square piece of wood behind the 
rudder, and all must go wrong. The eugine, 
there it stands, a splendid piece of workman
sh!p; and stand it would long enough-one 
thmg· is lacking for its motion. Put on 
steam, turn the handle, and its wonderful 
effects will soon be seen. 

A man worth four millions of money-a 
dreadlu) weight on any man's shoulders ; it 
d!ove him mad ; and he actually worked in 
his own garden, and was paid by his own 
servant one shilling a day, that he might 
not _g·o to the Union-one thing was lacking 
-his reason. Another had a splendid estate, 
but he _told n friend _he was not hnppy, he 
mus~ die and leave 1t all-one thing was 
lackmg-perpetuity. Another was very rich 
and had everything this wo1·ld could bestow, 
but h~ was confined to his bed, and could 
not _enJoy his riches-one thing was lacking· 
-his health. In each of these illustrations, 
the pren?her most sweetly traced out the life 
of <:,o,~ ID the soul-the "one thing need
ful, n good hope through grace," and by 
a blessed contrast proved 

"It JesuB once upon me Rhine, 
Then Jesus 1s for ever mine:• 

Simple testimony :-" One thing I know 
whereas I was blind, now I see." A blessed 
evidence of life in the sou 1, born of God . 
this the poor ~hild of God will cling to, and 
not all the wisdom of men or craft of the 
enemy can persuade him out of it. 

Earnest expansion of soul:-" One thing 
have I desired, that will I seek after that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord' all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 
Lord and to enquire in His temple. • 

Noble work :-" One thing I do, forget the 
past, press on to reach the prize: Jesus' at
traction.'' 

A gentle stream of hope and love 
To us sba.11 ever flow ; 

It issues, from His throne above, 
It cheers H!s Church below. 

Wb!le J esu3 shows His glory there, 
He dwells In Zion too : 

And to His saints doth He appear, 
While trav'lllng here below. 

On the Jollowing Lord's-day evening, Dec. 
5, Mr. J. Bennett was at the Surrey Taber
nacle; he took for his text, Heh. iv. 15 
"The Priesthood of Christ : " a subject my 
late dear pastor, Mr. James Wells, was never 
weary of; and some of his most blessed ser
mons were preached here on the mediation 
of Christ, His eternal priesthood, and the 
substitutional work of the dear Redeemer 
which filled bis soul with love and praise, and 
in which he was enabled to extol his Lord 
and Master so manv vears. 

It brought to my· remembrance the golden 
days of the Surrey Tabernacle. I know what 
my own feelings we.-e, and I do think many 
of my old lriends did rejoice in the faithful 
testimony our dear brother Bennett was 
enabled to bear for the honour of His precious 
Lord. 

'' 'Tis He instead of me is seen, 
When I aprroach to God." 

The living family that know the plague of 
their own heart, and values a rich experi
mental ministry, would do well to pay a visit 
to Wilderness Row with a "Who can tell ? " 
Our spiritual Boaz can command to let fall a 
few handfuls of corn on purpose for them. 
And now dear brother Banks I do desire and 
pray you may realise in your own soul, with 
our dear brother Bennett and all the ran
somed family, Num. vi. 24-26. 

Yours in new covenant bonds. 
A READER OF THE "VESSEL" 

FROM ITS CO;\I:\IENCEMENT. 

DE AT H.-Mr., Charles Green, plait
denler, Boxmoor, died Dec. 28, 1875, in the 
eighty-first year of his age. For neru·ly sixty 
years he was a follower of the Lord, and stood 
firmly and anxiously by the Baptist Church 
now meeting in Salem chapel, Two ,vaters. 
He has left a devoted and spiritually-minded 
widow, an affectionate ,on and daughter, 
and many friends to mourn over the loss of 
a goou, but often trembling believer. Of 
his funeral we have a few wol'ds iu store. 
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NOTTING-HILL GATE. 
Sermons by C. W. Banks and R. G. 

Edwards were preached on Sunday, Januarv 
2, in commemoration of the tenth anniversary 
of Silver street chapel; and the services 
'Were continued on Tuesday, the 4th. James 
Mote, Esq., presided. Brother John Fell 
implored the Lord's blessing. 

The chairman said, He was glad to hear 
that th~ past year bad been one of spiritual 
-prosperity; and that peace reigned in their 
II!idst. He enjoined personal, practical 
piety on the part of the members, and hoped 
"the year upon which they had entered would 
be marked by still greater prosperity. 

Brother Winters, of Waltham Abbey 
gave an address on " Christmas." I will 
not attempt to reproduce his excellent 
speech. Succeeding speakP.rs referred to it 
in terms of high commendation, and he was 
asked to publish it. We hope it will appear 
in " Earthen Vessel " ere long. 

Brother F. Wheeler gave an exposition of 
" The New Covenant " ( J er. xxxi. 31). If 
-God had not thus spoken, " I will and they 
-shall," there would have been no hope of 
Mlvation for any. The Triune-God before 
angels were created, determined to 'have a 
people-entered into covenant concerning 
them; the Father's love being upon them 
from all eternity. 
11 Determined to save,He watched o'er my path, 
When,S,,,t:m's blind slave,! sported with ueath." 

The children of God are equally the property 
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: their sal
vation is unconditional, notwithstanding 
they have questionings, and doubtings, and 
trouble, and there is no trouble like that soul 
trouble, produced by the Spirit ot God. 
Sin is a bitter thing to those who are brought 
to feel the plague of their own heart; but 
true believers are all complete in Jesus, and 
all numbered by the wise Counsellor. Bro. 
Wheeler warmly said, May God bless you, 
·pastor Edwards, Church,deacons and friends, 
with many gracious visits from the new 
eovenant Redeemer. 

Brother Ward, of Carmel, Pimlico, spoke 
of a new tl!ing i.J. the earth," a woman shall 
compass a man," and traced, in an able and 
thougbtlul speech, the history of the 
woman-the Church in conjunction with 
the God-man from Eden-till the end of 
time. 

Brother H. Hall, of Clapham, on "New 
wine in new bottles," said be had heard of 
good old Mr. Kershaw, who, after hearing a 
young man preach-who, for three-fourths 
of his sermon, dwelt on the historical-told 
him, at the finish, that it was advisable to 
get over the literal as soon as possible; the 
people want spiritual food. Brother Hall 
said the literal and historical should be used 
to open the door ; those who know the truth 
want the spiritual. The legal dispensation 
ended with J ol!n; in Christ's Evangelical 
-ministry was the wine of Christ's kingdom. 

C. W. Banks spoke on the "New 
Jerusalem." 

Brother Squirrell, of Trinity chapel, 
Borough, delivered a speech on the " New 

Gate of the Lord's House," advocating the 
Divine authol'ity, command and example 
for Believers' baptism. He evinced great 
faithfulness and growing power. His re
marks brought to ll close a very pleasurable 
evening amongst brother Edwnrds's loving 
and united people. So witnesseth 

A LONDON SPARROW. 

SURREY TABERNACLE. 
It is gratifying to learn that the sermons 

preached, and the services conducted by Mr. 
John Inwards, January 9th, were much 
appreciated by not a few of the well-in
structed hearers and decided lovers of the 
precious and imperishable Gospel of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We knew 
John Inwards before he was publicly called 
into the ministry of the Word. We have 
heard him publicly declare that, on one 
special occasion, the Lord rendered our festi
mony a blessing to his soul. We knew him 
in the Isle of Wight, where he was jointly 
instrumental in having the truth proclaimed 
there. At Ryarsh, in Kent, his pastoral 
and preaching work had the sanction of 
heaven. Ryarsh Baptist· Church still abides 
faithful; and E. Wood, the present minister, 
has many friends. Poplar Baptist Church 
was the scene of John In wards' zealous 
labours; but, as yet, that Eastern suburb has 
never yielded much obedience to Christ s 
Gospel. Thomas Davies, a prudent and well
disciplined servant of Christ, has worked in 
dispensing the truth there over a quarter of 
a century; but many times has he gone 
forth weeping. From Poplar, John Inwards 
was carried to Irthlingborough, in North
amptonshire, a good old Baptist cause, which 
is more than one hundred and fifty years of 
age. He has served a good seven years' 
apprenticeship there; and on anniversary 
occasions we have been assured that mercy 
and truth preserved and honoured John in 
his work. At Earl's Barton we heard him 
deliver an address, which we procured in 
writing, and feel ashamed to confess we 
have neglected to print it long ago. We 
are glad John Inwards has, at length, had 
his turn aud his trial in the late beloved 
James Wells's pulpit. "What think ye of 
this man?" saith one to another. " He is 
a noble-looking man; there is nothing 
wanting in the physical proportions. His 
mind seems well stored - sound, sedate, 
devotional." "O, yes; and I hope to see 
and to hear him again ! " " In adversity 
and in prosperity, John has, with decision 
and the growing intelligence, contended 
earnestly for the faith." 

SPELDHURST ROAD, SOUTH 
HACKNEY. - Our school hall was full 
January 10, to hear brother Messer's lecture 
on"Sowingand Reaping." J.J.Fowler, 
Esq., occupied tbe chair; and the audience 
thought the lecture should he universally 
heard or read. The lecturer preached in 
the chapel the previous Sunday. We wish 
he was i;peaking all over London, if God and 
strength would permit. 
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THE CLOSE OF THE DEBATE. "Kindred In Christ tor His dear sake." 
DEAR MR. EDIT0R,-I did not intend A short prayer was offered by one of the 

to trouble you ugain on the "Aldersonian deacons, who then made known tbe primary 
Controversy." I am constrained however to object of the meeting, which was to present 
send you this brief letter which, as far as my the pastor with a purse of gold, as a New 
part is concerned, shall" close the debate." Year's gift, subscribed fer by the Church 

Mr. Hall, in his letter of "few words," and congregation. Brother Boys, after a 
extending over two and a-half columns of few appropriate remarks, then presented 
small type, has misrepresented my letter of the purse, containing between eleven and 
December in various parts,-a more illogical twelve pounds, to the pastor. He having 
jumble of words and sentences I have seldom been taken by surprise, and with great 
read. To follow him through it would be emotion thanked the lriends for it as 
like unravelling the Gordian knot. To another token of theh- love and attach.'nent 
answer it fully would involve more time to him, and expressed Ws admiration of the 
than I can devote, and only lead to further peace-loving character of the people at 
letters of probably greater length (for I I Hampstead under his charge. He then 
have always understood our brother's pen called upon brother Wheeler to address the 
flows very freely). I therefore beg the meeting, who did so from these words 
reader carefully to compare my letter with "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to-day' 
what Mr. Hall has written, and unless he and for ever." Brother Evans followed'· 
reads with prejudiced eye, he will see with and taking up the same words, spoke very 
what dexterity my remarks have been happily upon them, and congTatulated 
twisted about, as Mr. Alderson's have been pastor and people with their happy position. 
before. Brother Dearsly having spoken for a sbort 

Mr. Hall tells your readers he is "deeply time, then brother Golding closed the 
grieved that Mr. Congreve has entered into meeting with prayer; tbus passed away a. 
this solemn controversy, seeing he is not a pleasant, quiet, and happy meeting, Jong 
minister,'' &c., &c. Is not this the spirit of to be remembered by those present,:__From 
_Popery? Is the guardianship of the faith one who felt it Goon TO BE THERE. 
to be confined to the clergy ? Are they to 
be the only exponents of truth and enter 
into "solemn controversy" with one 
another, and we laymen look on with closed 
mouths and folded hands? 

I have been the only one who has dared to 
write in the defence of our maligned brother 
Alderson. I say "dared," for there are 
good men, both ministers and deacons, so 
shackled that they dare not speak out less 
thev too should be pronounced unsound. 

i trust this controversy may be a means 
of good. If it stir up any of the sleepy 
Churches to zeal and activity, it will be so. 
We want some of the old stereotyped 
notions and ancient prejudices swept away; 
and sectarian bitterness softened down at 
the foot of the cross. That higher and 
better days may dawn upon our Strict 
Baptist Churches, and that they may become 
a greater power for good than they have 
ever been before, i~ the prayer of, 

Yours Ill the Lord Jesus, 
GEO. THOS. CONGREVE. 

Coombe Lodge, Peckham, 
January 15, 1876. 

[Some impartial correspondents write us 
in strong terms : we are pledged to a review 
of the whole when convenient.-En.J 

NEW END, HAMPSTEAD.-EBEN
EZER CHAPEL.-A social tea and public 
meeting took place in the above chapel on 
Tuesday, January 4th, to show sympathy 
and good wishes to the minister, Mr. Samuel 
Green, he having entered upon the third 
year of his stated ministry in that place. 
There was a good attendance of friends, 
including the following ministerial hrethren : 
Messrs. Evans, Dearsly, Wheeler, and 
Golding; the pastor in the chair. The 
meeting was opened by singing that beauti
ful hymn,-

BRIXTON TABERNACLE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL. 

The services in connection with the first 
anniversary of the above school were com
menced on Sunday, Jan. 9th, 1876, in the 
Brb.:ton Tabernacle, Russell-street, Brbcton, 
by Mr. Cornwell, the pastor and superinten
dent, preaching the morning sermon from the 
words in Psalm. xxxiv. 11. 

In the afternoon Mr. J. Searle gave an 
address to the children of the school, after 
which each scholar was presented with a book 
asaNewYear'sgift; six being bibles given by 
Mr. Searle; a goodly number of friends came 
to see us, and partook of an excellent tea 
kindly provided by Mrs. Searle. 

In the evening Mr. Lawrence, of Lynton 
road chapel, preached from Nahum i. 7. 

On the tollowing Tuesday, Jan. 11, .ltir. 
Hazelton, of Chadwell street, preached in. 
afternoon at 3 o'clock, from the words in 
Isa. xlv. 22. After which, between 80 and 
90 friends took tea in the schoolroom, which. 
had been decorated for the occasion by the 
teachers. 

The evening meeting was presided over by 
our belove<l pastor, Mr. Cornwell, the presi
dent of the school. The speakers for the 
evening were brethren Battson, C. W. 
Banks, J. Brindle, R. A. Lawrence, T. 
Stringer, F. Wheeler, and our neighbour 
Hall, of Clapham. All the brethreu spoke 
on the great importauce of Sunday school 
teaching, and especially of teaching the Gos
pel in the school as taught from the pulpits of 
our denominatiou. 

The report read by the secretary showed the 
number of scholars ou the school-register at 
present to be 4-4, with an average atteudance 
m the morning, 18 children an<l -! teachers, 
in the alternoon, 30 children and 6 teachers; 
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:he meeting clos_crl by sing-ing that well- ! hope both to live down, and preach down, as 
known and fa-vour1te hymn, i you say, humnn depravity. Let those who 

"All bail tbc power of Jesus' Name." 
1 

please lift up themselves and the natural 
The serl"ices throughout were well attended working of their cormptions, I will prench 

and the <'ollections were very g·ood, so that w; the Gospel that has set me free. The Lord 
are enahled to thank God and take courage sent_ me not to preach myself, but His 
to f!"O on in His streu_g~h ; looking unto glor1ou~ Word. 01) that my gracious Lord 
Jesus the Author and Fm1sher of our faith. only nnght be seen mall om· sermons! How 

G. H. STIMSON, Sec. often our poor foolish flesh obscures His g·lory 

THE GOSPEL IN YORKSHIRE. 
Onr brother Joseph Taylor, writing of 

Barnsley, says, " In these parts there is more 
hope for the future than can be stampe,! out 
by a little opposition. It is time I 1et you 
!<no"· I am still alh·e, still deeply interested 
m the good work you are doing, not only in 
your own sphere oflabonr, bnt also bv the cir
eulatiou ot the 'Y essel' among the Churches. 
May God spare your life yet many years to 
send us warning and' Cheering Words.' 

" I have a sister in America who desires me 
to send her ' Cheering Words' every month. 
You cannot tell where those little blessed 
messengers go, or what they are doing. 
Cheer up, my brother, 

' Onr passage Iles across tbe brink 
Of many a threatening wave, 

The world eq,ects to see us sink, 
But J csus lives to save.' 

" Bless His Name! I never felt Him so near 
or so dee.r t<, mv soul as I have of late. I 
find no liberty arising from the flesh, it is in 
the Gospel, and from the Gospel; in my 
Sa dour, and from my Saviour ; and from 
His glorious love, as unveiled in that deep and 
unsearchable purpose of God the Father's 
gracious electing wisdom ; it is from the 
provisions of thi~ purpose, revealed in my 
heart, and sealed upon my conscience by the 
Holy Ghost, by unutterable power and most 
searching application, that I have both 
learned myselt, and come to know what it is 
to be a child of God; what the Lord has showed 
me, and what He bas made instrumental to 
the relief of my almost confounded and des
pairing spirit, proving He has sent me forth 
to preach. Blessed be God! I am not with
out witness that my poor rudeness of speech 
is made a blessing to others. One thing I 
know, the Gospel of grace is not a dead letter 
to my soul, it i£ the power of God unto my 
salvation. 

" Sometimes in our Societies and periodicals 
we have shots fired at 'dead Jetter preachers,' 
sometimes these shots are meant very 
probably for those who are owned and blessed 
by the Master in their work. But what 
think you, my brother, are there no dead 
letter Christians in our Societies '! may not 
dead letter Christians call living ministers 
'dead letter ministers 7' Let each man seareh 
himself, and prove his own work. Oh that 
men would read Paul's Epistles to the 
Corinthians, that we might learn to know no 
man after the flesh. There is nothing more 
effectual than preaching the ausolute 
soyereiguty of Divine grace in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the marvellous working of 
the Holy Ghost in our salvation by exalting 
e Triune - God in glorious Gospel truth; I 

from those to whom we are sent, and is it not 
to be feared that our hearers g-o away thinking 
more of the man than the Master? How 
careful ought we to be; wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves. 

" I spent a blessed time with a few lovers 
of Gospel truth at Barrow-hill, near Stave
Jey, Chesterfield, a little while ago. I am 
glad to tell you the Word is spreading in 
these parts, all Satan's devices have turned 
out to the furtherance of the Gospel. 
There is hope ! The best of all is, God is 
working ; my hope is in Him who bas up
held and sustained me and my brethren to 
this time, and will not let us fall. I watch 
upon the tower; I see the day dawn of an 
era for Gospel truth in this hot bed of wild 
Arminianism. Slow but sure it is coming· 
the Lord will hasten it in His time. Bies; 
His Name! To Him be glory and dominion 
tor ever and ever, amen. Good night ! God 
bless you and yours. 

"Your old friend and little brother, 
"Sheffield. JOSEPH TAYLOR." 

HA YES TABERN A.CLE.-Tbe annual 
New Year's gathering of the parents of the 
Sunday schools in conuec:ion with the Hayes 
Tabernacle, took place Monday, Jan. 3, 1876. 
On the previous Sunday aiternoou, the 
spacious school-rooms were filled, and when 
nearly 200 boys and girls stood up to sing 
their parting hymn, the varied scenes and 
the harmonious sounds were delightful to 
those zealous and devoted friends who make 
unknown sacrifices to promote the present 
and future welfare of the dear children who 
are collected within those balls of sacred in
struction from Sabbath to Sabbath. The 
Tabernacle was filled on Monday. Of parents 
and friends there must have been over 200, 
who enjoyed a bountiful tea; nnd we hope the 
evening meeting was not either unpleasant 
or unprofitable to that large and well-behaved 
assembly. As we watched the loving 
labourers providing and dispensing a comfort
able and excellent tea, we could heartily 
thank the Lord that such generous friends as 
Mr. and Mrs. J obu Wild, and their affec
tionate daughters; Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin, 
the Gregories, the Rayners, the pastor 
Hardens, his zealous partner and sous, and 
many more, were so kindly waiting upon the 
guests. Mr. Ambrose Griffith, of the Surrey 
'l'abernacle, presided over evening meeting. 
On the words, "Train up a child in the way 
he should go,'• Mr. John Wild delivered an 
address full of useful and of solemn observa
tions. We all intensely desired the tilthers 
and mothers might well lay Mr. Wild's 
appeals to heart, their homes would be 
happier. their sons and daughters would be 
better n tted for the battle of life, and the 
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stnmlnn of society must thereby be greatly 
improved. Mr. R. C. Bardens gave us some 
nccount of his visits to the homes of the 
people. He works hard for their welfare, and 
often weeps in secret, while, with supplica
tions most sincere, he pi ends for good success. 
Mr. John Brunt and C. W. Banks also 
tried to reach the hearts of their hearers. 
God bless Hayes Tabernacle Sunday schools 
and nil its labourers and friends. Amen. 

READING.-Two hundred and thirty
five years ago the Baptists began to establish 
a Church in this ancient county-town; 
which now, with its surroundings, contains 
a population of fifty thousand or more. We 
,have a sombre-looking review of Baptist pro
gress during the last two centuries. It 
"delays" at present. The fact that Reading 
does not contain much more than five hun
dred registered Baptists out of 50,000 
people is amazing, especially when we call 
to mind the highly moral and extensively 
ecclesiastica~ and widely professing religious 
character 01 the borough. "'fhe Lord 
,knoweth them that are His." And our 
Saviour strongly emphasized His responsi
bility as regards His Father's chosen sheep 
among the Gentiles, when He said, "Them, 
.also, I most bring." With this solemn 
,certainty in our faith, we remember with 
what holy indignation the Lord came out 
.against the " idle shepherds " in Ezekiel's 
time, which is a loud call to " work while it 
is called to-day." We wish you, Mr. 
Editor, to tell all the friends of Providence 
Chapel, in Oxford-street, Reading, that our 
,pastor, W. F. Edgerton, has been stirred up 
to zealous work ; and not a few are being 
gathered in. Some of our deacons look more 
·Cheerful; some are feeling the wear and 
tare of time. But as an old friend, though 
not a member, I shall rejoice, if presently I 
can assure you Providence Baptist Church is 
under the blessing of that good old promise : 
·" I will be as the dew unto Israel." 

WALTHAM ABBEY. - We finished 
1875 in our Ebenezer chapel by holding a 
mo,t happy meeting, when our valuable 
brother W. Winters delivered an instructive 
-discourse on the word, "Eben-ezer." We 
believe brother Wi11ters will yet be of great 
use to our Churches. Practice, and the 
,power of the Holy Spirit, will make him a 
valiant man in Israel. So believeth, 
"Liberty taken without grant." 

DALSTON. - Eleventh anniversary ot 
Baptist cause at Forest road was held 
January 9th. Sermons were preached by 
S. Green, J. L. Meeres, and J. H. Dearsly, 
the pastor. On Tuesday, January ll, Mr. 
Anderson gave a Biblical exposition. At 
five tea was served by the ladies. Mr. 
D~ar!'1y presided over public meeting, and 
said 1t would be ten and a-half years since 
the formation of the Church which num
bered seventeen at its birth· it had increased 
to eighty-two; some had' been removed; 
they now numbered 11bout fifty. Evidences 
-0f the Lord's presence had been realised ; 

and they had a good Sunday school. H. 
Hall, J. S. Amforson, S. Green, Kevan, 
Langford, and Wheeler, all spoke comfort
ing and confirming words. W. Beddow 
closed in prayer. 

MEARD'S COURl'. 
DEAR Sr a,-Having lately seen in the 

VMsel remarks respecting the above; and 
being one who was baptized by the late be
loved John Stevens, and still believe all the 
truths he so ably and sweetly preached, I 
am induced to write a few lines. So far as I 
can learn, there is no truth in the rumour 
which has been circulated, that the Church 
holds Open Communion principles. As re
gards the doctrines of grace, they are still 
held by the Church-the Trust Deed, drawn 
up when Mr. Stevens was pastor, still being 
intact. Although the present pastor is a 
good man, yet he is not to be compared to Mr. 
Stevens. 

W bcther the Church will ever practice 
Open Communion or adopt Fullerism re
mains to be seen. It will not be with the 
consent of the old members ( though few in 
number now)-they having entered too 
deeply into the preaching of Mr. Stevens 
for that backward step. I would remind 
you that twenty-eight years have passed 
away since Mr. Stevens entered into rest; 
and that a great number of the present mem
bers have joined the Church since that 
event. Scarcely any of the new members 
ever heard Mr. John Stevens, never read 
his writings; in fact, know but little of the 
truths he preached. Out of the seven dea
cons, only three of them, I believe, were 
members when Mr. Stevens was alive; and 
as to the remaining four, I think I am cor
rect in saying they never heard the dear 
man, although one of them is between seventy 
and eighty years of age. 

Allow me to refer to what I consider 
to be an illogical and unkind remark. The 
Church has never adopted the sentiments of 
the two parties referred to; and I am quite 
sure Mr. Stevens did not, neither had his 
preaching that tendency. Most likely you 
can rememb&- ~ome ministers and members 
of Gospel Churcbes turning out bad-both 
in doctrine and practice; but what had their 
old ministers or Churches to do with it? 
Surely they were not answerable for such 
conduct. However, all the ministers who 
have come out of Salem, or from under Mr. 
Stevens' ministry have not been of the cha
racter of the men before referred to. 

What say you of the late Mr. Irish, of 
Warboys, the late Mr. Couper, formerly of 
Dickers' Common (and a Standard man, too), 
and of Mr. Collins, of Grundisburgh? And 
with regard to some of the old members : 
where are there, or ever have been, firmer 
lovers of" the truth as it is in Jesus." Go 
and ask the Churches ( among whom some 
of the old members have been dispersed), at 
Chadwell street, Pentonville, Keppel street, 
Mount Zion, Hill street, Soho, Peckham, 
Richmond Hill, Brig·htou, and other places, 
what their opinion of them is. I am per
suaded the unanimous reply will be '' Valiant 
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for the truth upon the earth." Had honest 
John Wi!l,"more been alive, I feel certain he 
would have added his hearty amen. 

I remain, dear sir, 
Yours in Gospel bonds, 

ONE WHO SAT UNDER MR. STEVENS. 
[Thousands will rejoice to know Meard's 

Court still holds fast its integrity.-ED.] 

ASKETT, BUCKS. -MR. EDITOR.
For more than forty years we have wor
shipped in this hamlet, near Princes Ris
borough, as a truthful New Testament Bap
tist Church. In doctrine, in discipline, in 
administeriug ordinances, we have never 
forsaken the order evidently 1 evealed by our 
Divine Master. Our chapel will seat 300 
people. Our audiences are large, our school 
works well. But, at times, the pulpit has 
been cruelly insulted, and the hearts ot many 
have been made to bleed. Do not you think 
our Churches in England should be cautioned 
against receiving any whose walk is not with 
God in all holy conversation and upright
ness? We bless our God our pulpit has not 
been forsaken. Lately the Church at 
Wooburn Green have lent us their pastor, 
Mr. Burgess; and to many of us his minis
try has been a blessing. [We cannot de
scribe the amazement and grief we feel for 
Askett. May our Lord God appear for 
them.] 

WIN DSOR.-From recent developments 
we are seriously alarmed : the little long 
struggling Strict Ba_ptist C~urch bas been 
sorely afflicted. It IS certam the late Mr. 
Lillycrop Jett a good sum of money for the 
erection of a Baptist Chapel, where the great 
principles and ordinances, established by our 
all-glorio~s Master '."'d the Aposd~s, should 
be maintamed. It IS also as certam that a 
new chapel was built in Windsor for the 
Strict Baptist Church; but the questions are 
urged upon us: where is the money left by 
Mr. Lillycrop? where is the chapel? Why is 
it the people, for whom it was built, cannot 
meet in it tor worship? We advise that a 
committee of investigation be formed. A 
fund for obtaining the chapel should be raised, 
and for the adjustment ot this difficulty, the 
mystery must be explained_. Many feel it is 
a subject no longer to be hidden. 

A NOBLE ARMY. - More than one 
thousand "Valiant men ot Israel" banded 
together by the faith of the Gospel, for the 
mutual support of each other in seasons of 
sickness and in the hour of death, must 
certainly be considered "A Noble Army." 
And such is the consutuency of " The Surrey 
Tabernacle Benefit Society," whose Annual 
Report has just reached us from the secr~
tary's office. No ~ords _are_ necess_ary ID 
commendation of this lnst1t.ul!on, which has 
now entered upon the thirty-third year of its 
existence. The Report and Balance 8heet 
furnish ample evidence of its stability, its 
growing wealth, its immense valu~, and_ of 
its judicious and thorough husmess-hke 
management, which is. in the ha?ds of aule 
financiers, whose pos1t1on, both m the re-

ligious and commercial world, are a ~uaran
tee that, in every sense, this Society 1s a safe
refu\l·e for all its friends in times of need, 
Durmg the last eight years its members. 
have received from its funds the sum of £9,IH0. 
Its invested capital in the Bank of England 
stands at £7,000, and its prospects of increase· 
in every way indicate a permanent power of 
usefulness to a large number of families when 
tribulation overshadows their path. A 
merciful providence has shone upon this 
Society from its commencement, and will, 
un ti1 such sources of relief are no more re- , 
quired. 

FOREST LANE. - The Strict Baptist 
cause in this Essexonian suburb is about
five years old. It has had (as most young 
children have) some trials; but we hope its
constitution is good, and under sound and 
godly training, will grow into a useful 
centre of Gospel evangelisation. This. 
should be the one pure, patient, persevering 
effort of sound-hearted baptized believers; 
a work not so well carried out as it should 
be. Forest Lane Church has had the care
ful, devout ministries of brethren Gray and 
Elven. Now, we understand, John Hunt 
Lynn is called to exercise his ministry for 
a probationary term of six months. If' 
afflictions sanctified, sorrows multiplied, 
and studies intensified, help to make a. 
good minister, our nephew John may yet 
prove a blessing to many in that part of 
the Lord's vineyard. 

HIGH WYCOMBE.-We have spent the
first week in 1876 in uniting together for 
prayer and praise. On Sunday, Jan. 9, Mr. 
Thomas Chivers preached special discourses; 
in the evening a solemn meeting for sup
plication was held, and Mr. Collins, jun.,. 
delivered an address exceedingly suitable. 
We can witness Mr. Chivers preaches and 
lives the Gospel; and his labour is not in 
vain. In Pen Beacon our friend Miller· 
still occasionally preaches; but bis afflictions 
are severe. His happiest days on earth are 
left behind. His crown of life is in His. 
Master's hand, waiting for a servant, who
with patient humility has laboured to feed 
the flock on the top of the hill. 

TRING-WEBT END.-At the Christmas. 
meeting, held Dec. 27, Mr. Edgerton, of' 
Reading (formerly pastor at West End), 
preached. The sermons were from Deut. 
viii. 2, and Dan. xii. 13. There was a good 
attendance at both services. A large number 
sat down to tea, and the power and presence
of the Lord was realised. The cause here 
still struggles to maintain the truth and 
doctrines of the Word. Although now in 
the valley, our prayer is that the divine 
Healer may restore comfort, peace and 
al,undant prosperity to this part of His Zion. 

~arriagt. 
At Bethesda Chapel, Broad street., Bilston, 

December 27th, 1876, by Mr. Robert Howard, of 
Birmingham, Thomas Weston, toMary'l'ildeeley 
Harper, both of Willenhall. 



inglanh' a Qt{Jront anh Jroftafant irriner 
in !)anger. 

CAN THIS BE "PROVEN?" From whence comes this danger? 
What will be the result? We deal with no fiction-we state 

undeniable facts. 
Proof of the danger is found in the duly authorised Roman Catholic 

Directories for this present year of 1876. Let us ask the Roman 
Catholic Directory for 1876 in what proportions the dark powers of the 
Papacy have progressed in England during the last twenty-five year~' 
It answers in the following order:-
In 1851, in England and Wales, the Romish Church had 825 Dioceses; 

in 1876, she has 1,780. Increase ............. .......................... 955 
She had, in 1851, of Romanistic Chapels, 586; in 1876, 1,061. Increase 475 
In 1851, her Monasteries were 17; in 1876, she has 89. Increase ..... , 72 
0£ Convents she had, in 1851, 53; in 1876, she has 277. Increase...... 224 
Her Romish Colleges have increased from 10 to 19. Increase............ 9 

The increase of Popish institutions in twenty-five years is 1,735 

Nearly 2,000 new Roman Catholic Colleges, Chapels, Monasteries, 
and Convents, in England and Wales, have been planted since the year 
1851. In Scotland the same amount of progress appears, while her 
Priests, her Jesuits, her Bishops, Doctors, Sisters of Misery, and other 
advocates are filling towns, villages, cities, hamlets, and all approachable 
corners of the land. Immense numbers of the aristocracy are with 
them, and those who are not openly in the Romish Church are S'\\"'irn
ming over in sensational ships as fast as they can go. 

Ritualism in England is making strides much stronger than the 
Romanists. Mr. James Grant, in his" Christian Standard," says:-

We are daily meeting with fresh proofs that Ritualism, which, until now, 
has only been spoken of as a sort of bastard Popery, goes much farther than 
Popery itself. The Ritualists are introducing forms and ceremonies into 
their services which are not to be met with in the most Popish of Popish 
places of worship. One remarkable recent instance has just been given by 
a correspondent, who writes as follows: "Few people seem to be aware of 
the steady and systematic manner in which a very large number of congre
gations are being educated up to an advanced Ritualism. I could name to 
you not a few ChurcheM in the West End attended by so-called Evangelical 
persons who, a few years ago, would have scouted the least approach to 
sacerdotal preaching and practice, but who are now so habituated to both, that 
they are ready, without nausea, to swallow the rankest Romanism." 

From Mr. J. Pearce, ofRaunds, the following letter has come to hand 
while England's danger is forced upon us:-

" Hill House, Raunds, Feb. 1. 
" DEAR BROTHRR BANKS -I am in the midst of Ritualism, and 

stand alone. I am writing e~ery week for the local paper, exposing the 
awful teaching of those 'Mission Priests' (as they call themselves), and 
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who have vi8ited this place. Their teaching is baptismal regeneration, 
the real presence in the Sacrament, and introducing the Confessional. 
They may nsit some places where the Earthen Vessel is read, therefore 
I give the warning note. I say, brother ministers, be ready; stand up 
for God's holy truth. Do not storm away from your pulpit; but take 
a bundle of tracts on Gospel subjects and distribute them abroad. Here, 
m Raunds, we were all invited to attend Church for twelve days. There 
these Priests said they would teach and admonish. So I went. They 
prostrated themselves before what they call the altar, sung hymns on 
their knees, crossed themselves, and a variety of movements. The 
Priests distributed tracts inside the church-door; I stood outside and 
gave tracts away. 

"Bless God, I have some faithful p1eople to stand up for the whole
some doctrines of the Gospel. The time is come when ministers must 
work. When Christ healed the blind man He touched him, so, if we 
mean to do anything for our fellow-men, we must get near them; make 
them feel we are interested in their eternal welfare, looking to Him 
whose prerogative it is to cause the seed to take root and to bring forth 
fruit. 

" My brother ministers, I suffer because of the stand I have taken
stand I will, hy the grace of God; and, having done all, stand firm in 
the faith and promise of God. We must go outside our chapels; let 
our voice be heard. Christ is our pattern: He despised no man for his 
poverty, esteemed no man for his wealth; but descended to the lowly 
-went down to the poor man that fell among thieves. Many are 
falling into the hands of those Ritualists, and the result will be, not half 
dead, but dead ! dead! ! twice dead! ! I ' Plucked up by the roots I ' 
Let us constantly give the war-cry-' To your arms, every one I' Our 
God saith, 'I have set watchmen upon thy walls, which shall never hold 
their peace, day nor night: ye that make mention of the Lord, keep 
not silence. Gather out the stones; lift up a standard for the 
people.'" 

Mr. Pearce, in his letters to the local press, says:-
" On Sunday last a special service was held for men only. At the 

commencement of the service the ' Priest ' knelt before a large wooden 
cross with his back towards the people. Some of the hymns they use 
plainly teach baptismal regeneration, apostolic succession, and transub
stantiation. Allow me to quote-' Thee we adore, 0 hidden Savionr; 
Thee who, in Thy Sacrament, dost deign to be both flesh and spirit.' 
'Bread to be, His body maketh, and His blood the very wine.' Let me 
ask the people to beware of these 'Priests,' of Ritualism and Ritualiste. 
With soft words, fine vestments, loud pretensions, and winning smiles 
they seek to win their way." 

WHAT DO THESE PRIESTS TEACH THE PEOPLE? 

Mr. Pearce gives the following summary of the poison poured into 
the minds of the people:-

" I find many are perplexed respecting the teaching of the Mission 
Priests in Raunds Church. On Wednesday last one Priest said that 
Christ in purchasing the world paid down His life to Satan, and thus 
purchased and bought back the world to God; and that Christ was 
mystically present in the Sacraments. He illustrated hie meaning by 
saying that ' as the blood circnlated through the veins of the body, 
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thus giving life-although invisible, yet it was there-so Christ waB in 
the Sacraments, not visible, but there.' Now this differs very little 
from the teaching of Rome. Rome teaches transubstantiation-a change 
-of substance-that is, the bread and wine into the body and blood of 
Christ. Consubstantiation teaches the union of the body of Christ with 
the Sacramental elements-that is, the elements remr,,in the same, but 
the body and blood of Christ are substantially present. Now, to my 
mind, this doctrine refutes itself, for the same body may be dead and 
alive at once, and may be in a million places, whole and entire, at one 
instant of time. We are not told by what means Christ is introduced 
into the elements; nevertheless, the Priest asserts that Christ is in 
them. How childish is such a dogma? What sensible Christian man 
can believe in it? I hold that the Lord's Supper is a commemorating 
ordinance, and by taking it we shew forth the Lord's death till He come; 
and only those who are created anew in Christ Jesus are fit to partake 
of the same. This Priest has also taught us Priestly absolutions. He 
says:-' Christ's accredited ministers have power from Him, not only 
to declare in general terms His merciful promises, but actually to convey 
His message of pardon. But he cannot do this unless he sees you 
repent, and to shew him this it is needful for you to make a humble 
confes~ion of your sins in his presence, and then he will give you that 
most blessed absolution. Do not be afraid of the Priest thinking badly 
,of you when he hears how bad your life has been, &c. You must open 
to him your sins, and he will shew you where to kneel, and help you. 
He will then pronounce over you the absolution, and you may feel sure 
.that your sins are forgiven you.' I make no comment. Protestants, 
read and think! Has it come to this, that-what was so dearly bought 
by the Reformers is to be cast aside now? Shall we again lay our necks 
under the heel of Priestcraft, for that is what this teaching tends to? 
·Our fathers bought our liberty at the price of blood; let us, their sons, 
hold it fast, and be not again entangled with the yoke of bondage. 

"Raunds, Jan. 24. J. PE.iRCE." 

Things are bad enough from the progress of Romanism; they are 
still worse in our so-called Church of England, some of whose clergy 
are denouncing all Dissenters as Satan's family. All thi.~ is alarming; 
but what shall we say to the civil wars in our Nonconformist Churches, 
and the almost universal overflow of duty-faith and free-will? With 
all these clashing and contradictory elements, where can there be any 
genuine peace? We English people have, for many years, boasted of 
our privileges, of our prosperity, and of our national greatness. We 
have been exalted; we have risen very high. Have we been faithful to 
the God of all our mercies? Have we abode in "the doctrine of 
Christ?" Have we lived in the spirit of that grand old representative 
Scripture-" God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto 
the world"? A remnant, according to the election of grace, as the salt of 
the earth, has (since the Reformation) preserved the nation; but when 
a people give themselves up unto idolatry, speedily, it has been seen, 
God giveth them up to ruin; and we hold, most alarmingly, that when, 
with a sudden and fearful stroke, the Almighty removed the good Prince 
Albert from the side of England's throne, a pillar of strength was 
taken away. From that time the throne of England has tottered; the 
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constitution has gone into a political consumption; the advances of the 
adversary have rolled in with daring and determined force, Neither 
the Queen nor her counsellors; neither Lords nor Commons; neither 
princes nor peasants appear to be alive to the danger, nor conscious of 
the fact that Rome will stop at nothing; he satisfied with nothing short 
of entire ascendency, supremacy, and absolute rule and reign over the 
whole of the islands of Great Britain; for thereby she assures us she 
will get the key to become mistress of the whole world. 

'' Strange to say," says Mr. James Grant, "there are millions
literally, millions-of our countrymen and countrywomen who do not 
seem in the least concerned at the fearful strides which Romanism is 
making o,er the length and breadth of the land. We are astonished 
at this. We ha,e not hitherto failed to warn the Protestants of Great 
Britain of the imminent perils to which our Protestant principles and 
Protestant institutions are exposed; nor will we cease, while we have a 
journal in our hands, to sound the alarm of what the frightful progress 
of Popery is preparing for our religion. And not for our Protestantism 
only, but no less for the throne itself, and the civil liberties of the
land." 

With one word we close. More than two hundred years ago, Dr. 
J obn Owen declared that all the liturgies, homilies, and ceremonies in 
the public services were contrary to God's command: it was but the 
making of a counterfeit anointing which was threatened with death~ 
And in proportion as the professed worshippers of God have set up 
their spurious ceremonies, brought in their erroneous doctrines, and 
become the undue admirers of natural gifts, so the essential anointing 
has been withholden, error of every kind bas come in, until the anti
Christian army threatens to take from us and our children those mercies 
of love and holy liberty our fathers gave us, as the purchase (under 
God) of their own heart's blood. 

As on the margin of this world I stand, once more I cry unto the 
servants and saints of the Most High God, beseeching them to cast off 
the works of darkness, to put on the armour of light; for certainly we 
may say, " We wrestle not against flesh and blood ; but against princi
palities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." God help us to 
"take the shield of faith," to be able to "quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked." So prayeth, a mourner in Zion, C. W. BANKS. 

9, Banbury Road, South Hackney, 
February 4, 1876. 

[ As a thrilling postscript, let all who presume to call themselves 
Priests read the following without prejudice.] 

WHo ARE THE KoRAHS OF OUR DAY? 

A Word for Ministers and the Higl, Ohurch Olergy. 

In" Biblical Outlines," by B. B. Wale, on the Book of" Numbers" 
(R. Banks, publisher), the following piercing paragraph is found:-

The High Church party are very fond of comparing Dissenting ministers 
to Korab, Datban, and .Abiram, and of accusing them of intruding into the 
priest's office. It is evident that they do not read Scripture carefully, or 
quote it accurately. If they did, they would find that THEY are the persons 
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who are committing the fearful sin referred to. Dissenting ministers do not 
profess to be priests; their service is Levitical-they serve the priests, i.e., 
the people of God. No special order of persons is set apart for, or designated 
to, the priestly office in the Christian Revelation. Those persons, therefore, 
who, thrusting aside the Levitical service-the true idea of the Christian 
ministry-assume the functions of priesthood, are the persons that are guilty 
of the sin for which Korah and his fellowR so miserably perished. And these 
are the High Church Anglican clergy. It was the pretension of a title to 
priesthood, and a despising the priesthood of the Lord. 

"A Great Battle in England." A penny monthly, "The Voice of 
Warning," gives the following as the prediction of Bishop Mcllvain in 
;J.850:-

I sec how Satan is mustering his forces for a great battle for England, 
and in England for the world, I see the crisis of the Gospel in the world 
drawing on in England, and there I expect to see the Lord make bare His 
arm, and lift up His standard and magmfy His truth. The Lord help, 
eh·engthen, direct His servants, teach their hands to war and their fingers to 
iight, make the wrath of man to praise Him. Oh, how my soul hates all this 
spurious Gospel, counterfeit devotion, fanaticized formalism, galvanized death, 
painted putrefaction,.mimic Popery, the wretched pretence of being the Gospel 
of Christ. 

. The judgment in the Folkestone Ritualist Case is driving the 
National Church clergy to terrible issues; and the snare now laid to 
unite the Anglicans and the Romans in one Unial Church will succeed 
in some form or other. "The saints of the Most High God are to· take 
the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever;" but that one word, 
"TAKE," implies it will be by storm. Long time, now, that storm has 
been "brewing." And it has been helped on, it still is impulsively 
progressing, by some of the most idolised professors of Christianity that 
ever this world saw. "The nearer the truth, yet not entirely in the 
truth, the greater the danger!" 

Can we suppose, for one moment, that a contradictory Gospel on 
the one hand, and a sacerdotal, idolatrous worship on the other hand, 
will bring upon our nation any permanent blessing? Nay, indeed; the 
issues will be seen presently; but we pause for awhile. 

"THE EARTHEN VESSEL." 

In eighteen seventy six we pray. 
Friend Earthen Vessel may display 
One Triune God-IovE\ blood, and power
Jesus, Redeemer, Refuge, Tower. 
Shew palms, and crowns, and harps of gold, 
Rich food, and robes, for young and old; 
The med'ciue chest do not forget, 
Many are weak n.nd sickly yet. 
The trumpet, parchments, charts, as well, 
The sword and shield; for" who can tell'!" 
'The cable, promise, anchor, hope, 
The telescope, and microscope. 
The glorious doctrines, jewels bright, 
Proclaim J ehovah's sovereign right ; 
Precepts and promises all agree : 
.Jehovah's will, to direct thee. 
Im_merBiol\. or believer~, too, 
W1t.h the Lord'£"' Snpp01\ keep in view. 
Some co.Rt these gooll commu.nds away: 
Many the flrst-0 solemn day! 

Silver Street Clmpel, Notting Hill Gate. 

For ten decades, and one year more, 
Filled with Immanuel's heavenly store; 
In each successive month did see 
Parsons and people ga,ze at thee. 
Some who ploughed furrows on thy back, 
1.Vho wished, in soul, to hear thee crack; 
Yet to lL neighbour send to cruse 
The loan of thee-twopence to sa\'e. 
Still frLends, kind. henrty, and sincere. 
HltSt thou in England, ttnd elsewhere; 
\Vho love thy presence: httil to cheer 
"The Earthen Vessel" thJ.·ough the yettr. 
Go on, dear friend, in this thy lot, 
Visit the Churches and the cot; 
Disburse thy treasures to the poor: 
Jesus can open every door. 
Storms, tempests, earthqmtkPs, thou htLSt ptLst, 
But few remain, and then the lnst; 

, The coronation dtty will come. [home." 
1 •1 CHA.RLgs \V ATEHS BANKS, my cbihl, come 

'R. ( ;. Eow .iRDS. 
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AN EXPERIMENTAL ANSWER TO THE QUESTION: 

" WHAT KKO\V WE OF THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT?" 

BY JOSEPH TAYLOR, 
Minister oj the Gospel at Barnsley, Sheffield, g·c. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-Your opening address for 1870-
will find an echo in every Godly heart. Whoever reads those· 

words must feel sympathy and oneness with you in the experience and 
truth dew1oped therein. Your words set my heart all astir. I thought 
you are approaching the time when you must put off the harness of the 
blessed Gospel, and enter into rest-joyful rest; the fulness of that 
rest we ha,e tasted by faith in our blessed Lord. 

I am young; not many years have I borne the yoke of sovereign 
love. Oh, that I might catch your mantle ; and feel the blessed 
inspiration, which alone can sustain and carry you to the end, as it bas 
done in the past, with triumphant anticipation of the glory that is to, 
be revealed in us ! · 

By "the baptism," of which yon speak and write so anxiously,. 
have yon been sustained and blessed in the old paths of doctrine, 
labour, and conflict in Christ?-companions in tribulation; while here· 
we ha,e fellowship with the prophets and the apostles; yea, with 
our IMMANUEL Himself! We are saved by hope, which springs immortal 
in the Christian's heart, for CHRIST IS OUR LIFE, and He is 
formed in our hearts the hope of glory! Baptized by the Spirit, we fail 
not from day to day; but endure, as seeing Him that is invisible: 
we rnn, and grow not weary; walk and never faint; by His light our 
darkness is chased away, and the morning breaks upon our soul: as 
children of the day we discern between good and evil, the righteous and 
the wicked. By His unctuous teaching we know all things; and under 
His baptism He leadeth us into all truth. We are drawn by Him in 
our inmost hearts to the Father; for the love of God is shed abroad in 
our heart by the Holy Ghost given unto us! How delightful are the re
vealings of this heavenly Comforter ! How He dispels the clouds, and 
showeth the things of God! He giveth us the times of our laughter, 
and maketh us glad with His presence; then we feel the fire burn, and 
speak with our tongues of that which we have seen and handled of 
the Word of Life. We rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full of glory; 
and have a gladness more than in the time when the worldling's corn 
and wine is increased. His love is sweeter than wine! Christ, eaten by 
faith, is bread from heaven; fresh manna, sound and good, which 
breedeth not worms, but giveth life to the heart. We taste and see 
that the Lord is good. We see the Son, and believe on Him, and 
have eternal life abiding in us-bless His name. All this we know, and, 
Oh, bow much more, under the baptism which is ful! of light a~d blessing. 
The fire crucifies our flesh; even our mortal bodies are qmckened by 
the Spirit dwelling in us; for head, and bands, and feet, and all are 
propelled and carried on to the execntion of works of love and faith in 
Christ. In His light we see light, and learn that we are all cfross, save 
what we are as He bath redeemed, sanctified, and separated us unto God 
in Christ by His glorious power and love. .All who look for this 
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baptiem in the clouds, shall not find it. It comes into man's heart; it 
is the kingdom of God within: righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. The Lord give us great enlargement therein; for THIS 1s 

BAPTISM-the baptism of the understanding, and of the heart, with 
light and power, in the service of God and of Christ; under which we 
become wise as serpents and harmless as doves. Oh! for such a baptism 
upon our ministers and people! Under such a deluge of life and power, 
our petty jealousies anrl foolish divisions would be swept away, and 
our Churches become homes of love and unity. For these things the 
Lord will be enquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them. 

Under this baptism righteousness is revealed, even the righteous
ness of God in that eternal covenant He bath made with His chosen, 
not in the letter only, but in the felt power and enjoyment of it, we 
enter in, take hold, and know that our election is sure, and glory in the 
Lord our God and His salvation. We are led in the way of righteous
ness, and become the servants of righteousness unto holiness, and our 
end is everlasting life. Peace is proclaimed within ! The gracious 
voice of our Lord and Saviour calling His sheep is heard: " This is 
the way; walk ye in it," see that ye love one another; "if ye love n-Ie, 
keep My commandments;" and our heart crieth "it is the voice of my 
beloved! My beloved is mine, and I am His, my bowels are moved 
because of Him, draw me, we will run after Thee. Lord, lift Thou up 
the light of Thy countenance upon us, and give us peace that we may 
go out from the presence of the Lord, and have the blessing of the 
peacemakers upon us." Oh, yes! I have felt Him baptizing my soul 
with peace in the wildest storms; in a moment I have been caught 
away in supplication and have been answered as speedily by the power 
of peace in my soul. Surely each member of Christ in particular sl:ould 
seek this baptism for themselves, that in it they may rise above them
selves and have the world under their feet; for by it we are buried in 
Christ, our life, and rise with Him to joyful freedom from sin, from 
death, from hell. We taste our immortality, and sing with the Apostle, 
"Oh, death, where is thy sting? Oh, grave, where is thy victory?" 
Most heartily we join the chorus, "Thanks be unto God, who giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ;"" with j0y we draw waler 
out of the wells of' salvation," for this baptism is a baptism of joyful 
power, opening a springing well of joy in the heart, even the joy of 
faith, and the rejoicing of a good conscience, void of offence towards 
God and man. The Church is an habitation of God through the Spirit; 
each member in particular is filled with the Spirit under this blessed 
baptism, not necessarily to prophesy or to work miracles, but that 
they may be strengthened in their inner man unto all patience and long
suffering, with joyfulness to spiritual apprehension of the gift of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, and to the bringing forth of all the fruits of 
righteousness. 

His gracious aboundings are unto the body of Christ, but the times 
and seasons the Father bath pat in His own power; wh? _knoweth, 
therefore, but that the promise shall come upon us by '."a1~rng before 
God, and nnitedly pleading for it? We shall know that 1t 1s upon lUI 

when we go forth in power to pray, to think, to speak, to work, to per
severe, to suffer, to discern the truth, to rejoice in it ; going forth with 
courage and fortitude, with self-consuming zeal in the cause of our 
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Master; to look and live above party strifes and divisions, and withal 
contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, with gentle
ness, kindness, and affection, knowing that the grace we receive in this 
baptism only maketh us to differ. This I understand to be the baptism 
of the Spirit. When these things are found abounding in our hearts 
and Churches, then let us rejoice, whether we be many or few, praying 
that we may all receive it. 

I remain, yours faithfully in ,T esus Cbriet, 
JOSEPH TAYLOR. 

"IT IS ALL RIGHT UP THERE." 
A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE DEATH OF JOSIAH DAVID BEACH, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX. 

THE subject of this memoir was born 27th January, 1843, and de
parted this life 25th December, 1875. 

Up to a short period of his death he was in nature's darkness; but 
for some months had been under strong conviction of sin. A friend, in 
conversing with him a few months before his death, referred to Joseph 
being a type of CHRIST: "I am Joseph, thy brother." This made a 
great impression on his mind. Within a few weeks of his death be said, 
"The Lord has given me a severe reprimanding; but He has forgiven 
me." He broke a blood vessel, which brought him down to the gates of 
death ; but he said, " I bad such a bright shining at the time, I did not 
fear." He was never known to murmur, although he suffered great pain 
at times. Up to the Sunday before he broke the blood vessel, the Bible 
was a sealed book to him; he had prayed over and over again, but the 
Lord seemed to shut out bis prayer., 

On visiting him one morning, he said, "IT IS ALL RIGHT NOW!" I 
said, "what?" He replied, "' Fear not, I am with thee: My rod and 
My staff shall comfort thee:' this is strength.'' These words came to 
him in the night with great power. At another time he was heard to 
say," Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him;" and, "If I perish, 
I must perish at His feet." The enemy tried him in various ways, 
sometimes as regards the attitude of prayer-he being too weak to kneel 
down. He remarked, "We may not spend a merry Christmas this year, 
but if we have the Lord's presence we shall do well.'' On entering bis 
chamber one day, he put his hand upwards, and said, "It IS all right up 
there: if the dear Lord is pleased to raise me up again, I must tell what 
He has done for my soul." A few hours before his death, he said, "THE 
LORD IS CoME! THE LORD IS COME!" and prayed earnestly for his 
wife and six children. I was summoned about two o'clock Christmas 
morning, and on entering his room found him under a cloud ; but this 
did not last long, his countenance brightened. I said, " Is it well?" 
He took my hand, shook it, and with a smile, said, "It is, indeed, well; 
it is well, there is nothing to fear!" A very short time after he said, 
"Will you ask for a reception, or shall I?'' In a few minutes after he 
passed away. Truly, I felt I could say "Lord, receive his spirit.'' I 
feel certain the dear Lord gave him an abuudant entrance into His 
everlasting kingdom, " where not a wave of trouble rolls across his 
peaceful breast." 

Trusting these few notes may be a blessing to many is the prayer of 
Yours in Jesus, ISAIAH G. BEAOH. 
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"THE OVERFLOWING SCOURGE." 

My DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-Your stirring and concise epistle 
on the awful havoc which Papal Rome is making in this, and in 

other countries, deserves the strict attention of all Protestant England. 
Here I am reminded of the words of Paul (Rom xiii. 11) "That, 
knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep." 
Had the apostle lived in the nineteenth century, he could not have used 
words more appropriate to the occasion. But thousands there are now 
sleeping, or in a torpid state (who profess to love the truth), while the 
enemy is busy sowing the tares of Romanism, Ritualism, Rationalism, 
Formalism, Respectable Heathenism, .Anythingism, and Nothing-ism. 
In the Romish Church we have a potent enemy, her laws, like the Medes 
and Persians, are unchangeable, and she only waits for a favourable op
portunity to stop the mouth of every Gospel minister, and to pour out 
upon all Dissenters that wrath which she has held back in reserve dur
ing the past three hundred years,-

" Sons of those martyrs ! see the flame 
Which fain would devastate our land ; 

. Arise-assert fair freedom's claim, 
And Rome's intolerance withstand ! ,. 

This apostate Church has gathered considerable strength in this 
country within the last quarter of a .century. The climate on the con
tinent became too hot for her, hence she felt it necessary to seek a more 
temperate atmosphere, and no place could be found more suitable than 
England, where so many pupils had been carefully trained at the 
country's expense by Dr. Pusey and others of the same seminary, and 
fitted for the service of the "father of lies." The 200 Jesuits who 
came to England a short time since were as eager for Protestant spoil 
as ever the Danish Northmen were, who pirated and pillaged our land 
centuries before, and ransacked the churches, flayed the fair Saxons 
and nailed their skins to the church door as ghastly memorials of the 
power of Satan's kingdom. Roman Catholicism abounds in most parts 
of the world: there are now upwards of 165,000,000 persons over 
which the triple crown rules with a rod of iron, and, in numerical power, 
Papal Rome is even stronger than in the pre-Reformation period. The 
Scriptural marks of the apostate Church, the harlot of Rome, is pre
dicted with unmistakeable clearness in the .Apocalypse. There she is 
seen in the form of a" Woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and 
with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus." The whole history of Popery, 
as Dowling says, is a commentary upon the truthfulness of this awful 
description. The history of Rome Papal is written with the blood of 
the faithful. The persecutions of the Pagan Emperors, during the 
first three centuries of the Christian era, falls into insignificance when 
compared with the most horrid butcheries of godly men, women, and 
children by the red hand of Papal .Antichrist. It is estimated by the 
most reliable historians that, from the birth of Popery (A.D. 606) to the 
present day, there has been more than 50,000,000 of the human family 
slaughtered for the crime of standing to the truth, or what their per
secutors said, for heresy. And not a tithe of the blood of the martyrs 
was shed by Paganism that has been spilt by Popery. Moreover the 

G 
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former has never exceeded the latter in devising means for torturing 
and murdering the family of God. The inventive genius of the sons 
of the " great red dragon " has been displayed in a most wonderful 
manner, and in it all the worst side of human nature is seen with a 
vengeance. She, the Babylonish harlot, in the language of Pollock,-

" ----With horrid relish drank the blood 
Of God's peculiar children-and was drunk; 
And in her drunkenness dreamed of doing good. 
The supplicating hand of innocence, 
That made tbe tiger mild, and in his wrath 
Tbe lion pause. The groans of suffering most 
Severe were nought to her: she laughed at groans; 
No music pleased ber more; aud no repast 
So sweet to her as blood of men redeemed 
By blood of Christ." 

From the year 1198 to 1240 1,000,000 of the Waldenses were mur
dered by the Romish Crusaders; and in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century no less than 150,000 were cruelly put to death by the Inquisi
tion. This dreadful state of things went on till the glorious days of 
the Reformation; but Papal Rome remains unchanged, though religious 
liberty for a while is granted. May God, the merciful God of our 
fathers, prosper every effort put forth for the suppression of the power 
of the man of sin, and greatly bless the labours of C. W. Banks in 
this particular, prays W. WINTERS. 

Waltham Abbey. 
P.S.-Prosperity to Mr. Newdegate and his Billi I pray that the 

Lord will lay this matter upon the minds of His servants to cry loudly 
and sincerely on the walls of Zion warning the people. 

WHO WILL TELL US? 

H OW near are we to the end of the " Sardis " section of the dis
pensation? Sardis represents that portion of time which reaches 

from the Reformation to the reign of the Spirit of Christ, prophetically 
traced out in the Philadelphian Church. So some of us believe, but we 
are not infallible Popes. "Sardis" yields a three-fold interpretation : 
(J)" Healing;" the Reformation brought in the healing doctrine of justi
fication by faith, in the person and wor~ of the Son of God. "Sardis " 
is (i) a "Rule;" we measure everythmg by the rule of God's Word. 
" Sardis '' is (3) a "Remnant;" all of us who by grace Divine abide by 
the covenant of God, and by the commission given by Christ, must be, 
indeed, comparatively, a "remnant." But can any one tell how near 
is the end? 

LINES IN MEMORY OF THE LATE MR. JOSEPH WARREN! 

Our Urother haB been c.alled away 
Tu the lJright realms of endless day, 
Tu ~ee his Saviour, face to face, 
And 1,iug aloud of saving gra,ce. 
.\ faithful pastor! but he's gone! 
t_jvlle heuce, to join the glorious songi 
Tu ~iug, and bow, and sing again, 
.. \V urtby the Lamb that once was slain.'' 
Hii-; da.ys of trial on earth are o'er; 
H (JW ble!.l'ied is he for evermore; 

High Wycombe, Oct., 1876. 

No sin can now distress his s'oul, 
Long as eternal ages roll. 
Our brother's flnish'd his long race, 
He's reached his destined dwelling place. 
Hence, to the Lord all praise shall be, 
Throughout a long eternity. 
Yes, we have said a short adieu, 
But soon we hope to join with you, 
And bear our part in chorus high, 
Shouting, through Jesus," Victory!" 

G. WHITE, 
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"IN OUR FATHER'S PALACE WE SHALL f-lEE THE 
KING IN HIS BEAUTY." 

THAT spiritual child of the ancient patriarch Jacob-Joseph 
Cartwright, a laborious itinerant preacher-died some little time 

back, leaving his widow entirely dependent upon the providence of God, 
which, through the kindness of friends, never failed her. She also 
departed this life, Feb. 15, 1876; and almost with her dying breath she 
earnestly entreated Mrs. C. W. Banks to return her unspeakable 
gratitude to all the dear Christians who, during both her husband's 
illness and her own, had never ceased to supply them with all things 
needful for the body. "Poor Kitty," as we were wont to call her, never 
could, or never did, express any confidence of her interest in Jesus. 
She always appeared like "a bruised reed, and smoking flax "-never 
altogether broken, or quenched; but, to the last, sorrowfully looking to 
the Lord alone. And so she passed away, crying out, "dear Lord!" 
We leave her for the present, to give the following 

NOTES OF A SERMON 
BY MR. SQUIRRELL, OF TRINITY CHAPEL, 

Preached on the occasion of Joseph Cartwright's Death. 

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints."-Psa. cxvi. 15. 

My hearers are aware that our aged brother Joseph Cartwright, once 
a deacon in this Church, has entered into his rest. I am here to-night, 
in accordance with the wishes of friends, to utter a word relative to that 
circumstance : hence I may speak to you of death. Do not shudder at 
that word, friends ! we ought not to, if our hopes are fixed in a precious 
Christ. 0 happy thought, Jesus died I and has not only left in the 
grave a sweet perfume, but His all-atoning blood has robbed death of 
its sting-changed its visage and image; so that the cruel monster, 
after all, shall be to the believer as the gentle hand of a loving friend, 
leading the departing spirit up the ascending steps of light into our 
Father's palace above, where we shall see the King in His beauty, and 
the land which, to us, seems so very far off. 

Three leading thoughts arise out of our text:-
I. It presents to our view the saints of God. What are the features 

of a saint? It is an appellation applied to God's people in all ages: it 
means one separated to the service of God. There is an invisible and 
also a visible separation which we do well to hint at. Before time, in 
God's foreknowledge, or, if you like, in God's forelove; God never did 
know His Church without loving her, and surely He never loved her 
without knowing her. Let me illustrate the difference between invisible 
and visible separation. Yonder is a man sitting down, it may be, in ,Ill 

easy-chair: people rudely say he is doing nothing. You and I, friend, 
may have to toil many hours a-day for the bread that perisheth ; but as 
for that man (for shame!), the most he does is to sit there hour after 
hour, knitting his brow and folding his arms. But what if I were to 
tell you that he is an architect and although to yon it is invisible, yet, 
in his brain, he has a beautiful temple; mentally, he has it all complete 
and, it may be, sees it answering the very end for which it was in
tended. But it is not until he calls in the powers of a builder that you 
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get a coITect idea of the connection between invisible and visible separa
tion, which disconnects a man from hell and carries him to heaven (the 
way of life is above to the wise, to depart from hell beneath); from sin 
to holiness of desire and motive. His life receives a new bias; things 
once loved he now hates. Our brother Cartwright knew this change by 
experience, for we are informed that when about the age of twenty, after 
a severe illness, he was walking through a wood, when the thought took 
possession of his soul, "What would have become of me if God had 
taken me away?'' He was regenerated by the Holy Ghost; and if he 
could come in our midst to-night, he would rejoice to hear me say, 
" He was a mighty sinner conquered by Almighty grace! " 

II. A dying saint. Jesus saves His people from the sting, but not 
from the humility of death. He has done the gTeater, could He not 
ha,e done the lesser? But there is a need's-be; death is a separating 
power, a testing power: it exhibits the weakness of man, and he yields 
up his breath. We are made to say," What is man?" &c. When the
world needs him no longer, God's arrangement bids him pass off the 
platform of time. 

III. Look at our text as it throws a halo of glory around a dying 
saint: he is precious. See the universality of the fact: in whatever nation, 
whateYer tribe, kindred or tongue, where you behold a dying saint, that 
dying, withering thing is precious in Jehovah's sight. It is an uncon
ditional fact. Let me die on a bed of down, or on a bed of straw, with 
all th endearing associations of a sick chamber; or, it may be, yield up• 
this breath amidst the foaming billows of the mighty ocean ; this I 
know, that solemn moment shall be precious to the eye of Omnipotence. 
But why, let us ask, is it so? Because God sees that it will bring us. 
into fulness of knowledge; even as a father may look for his son's 
return, who, when far from home, often puts a wrong construction on 
his father's best intentions. Precious, because it brings us from sorrow to 
fulness of joy. Our departed brother knew much of sorrow, but to
night he is realising fulness of joy at God's right hand-pleasures for 
evermore. He is gone from weariness to rest; not the rest of sleepful
ness, idleness, or insensibility; but rest of holy activity, having every 
faculty of soul capable of enjoying unceasing worship above. The 
saint's death is precious, because the Lord knows that death brings the 
saint to Himself,-"Absent from the body,presentwith the Lord;" and 
all this, dear friends, because God sees in every dying saint His rightful 
property. Concerning our brother Cartwright, what a bright light in 
the cloud of our sorrow to know the ship is now at rest; the traveller 
has reached his home; the soldier has dropped the sword-his warfare 
is over, and he is waving the vie.tor's palm, crowning his precious Christ 
Lord cf All. 

We get a further truth from our text by implication-namely, that 
the deatlJ of a saint is precious in the sight of angels. They are said 
to rejoice over one sinner that repenteth; also that they are ministering 
spirits unto _the heirs_ of ~alvation. ~hall _not the death o! such a one 
be JJrecious m t1:1err sight!' T~ey delight !n what God delight~. What 
is precious to Him must therefore be prec10us unto them; prec10us also 
to the spirits of just men made perfect. Is there not such a thing as 
spiritual recognition in that better land? Yes I The happy saint's 
death is prt:cious to us that are left to mourn the loss. To young and 
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-old, is not our faith strengthened as we look into our brother's life for 
sixty-nine years? God never forsook him-loved him to the end; and 
then says that end is precious in His sight. Cannot we see God's faith
fulness written as with a diamond? Let us not forget that what God 
did for our brother, as one that loved His Word and preached the Gospel, 
He can and will do for us. Let it be precious to us by making our 
hearts soft one toward another. We shall soon be gone. Let us drop 
the seeds of kindness, that we may be remembered, not by having our 
names written in tablets of marble, or with letters of gold; but by 
having our memory engraved on the fleshly tablets of some broken 
hearts; that we may be missed, not so much by the noble and great as by 
the fatherless and the widow. May it be precious to us by softening our 
.hearts Godward, so that we may say, "The Lord has given, the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord." 

As we part, it must be with this truth upon our lips and hearts,
" The memory of the just is blessed, but the name of the wicked shall 
rot." 

CHRISTIAN FIRMNESS IN THE FLA;,IES. 

T HE coni,olations of the Gospel have proved sufficient to sustain the 
minds of Christians under all circumstances-in joy and in 

sorrow. Their trust is in God! Oh, precious Jesus, Thy love is great. 
Yea, it is an overflowing fountain; a well of living waters. Yes, 
streams from the everlasting hills; and truly blessed is he whose 
mind is stayed upon God. The world may frown, or seek to fascinate 
with her smiles: such blessed ones are steady to purpose. In the 
past, when bigotry forged its fetters; when intolerance reared its 
gibbets; when persecution heated its furnaces, and kindled its fires, 
many individuals said, "None of these thing move me-nor all of them 
put together." One good man said, "With the Bible in my hand, 
Christ in my heart, and heaven in my view ; let wheels torture me, let 
.swords pierce me, let lions devour me, let crosses suspend me, let 
,flames consume me; in all these things I am 'more than conqueror 
through Him that loved me.' " Bless God for the gift of Jesus ( not 
an offer but a gift). When the Holy Ghost fills the soul with holy 
desires-works an internal work-the cry of the soul is, "Give me 
Christ I" "Christ is now my meat and my drink." Thus we have 
.an internal and an external evidence of the power of Christ upon the 
soul. As the shining of the stars is a better proof of their existence 
than the figures of an astronomer; and as the restored health of the 
patient is a better argument of skill in a physician than examinations 
and certificates, so the power of Christ upon the soul is to the. s?ul 
the best evidence of vital godliness; for it is based upon a hvmg 
experience-which is "Christ in the soul, the hope of glory! " And 
this indwelling Spirit of God is to the Christian the spring an~ son'.·ce 
-ot: his spiritual life, the sure token of his sonship and of his u1110n 
with God in Christ (Rom. viii. 14, 15, and Gal. iv. 6). 

Raunds. J. PEARCE. 

[Give us more of these heaven-born outflowings of grace. They 
are of more value than all the critical essays and controversial d:bates 
in the world.-Eo.J 
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A WARNING TO TRUTH-TRIMMING MINISTERS. 

DEAR MR. BAN~S,-Find a corner for the following:

P ARTING WORD BY JOHN STEVENS. 

DEAR READER,-The day of setting apart of our esteemed brother,.. 
George Wyard, to the pastoral office at Soho, was a solemn season to 
many. "The Lord was there." A stand was made for Gospel prin
ciples, for sterling truth, in doctrine, experience, and practice; for 
principles which are ,ery much declining in our Churches. Oh, to 
hear Him that saith, "Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man_ 
take thy crown." 

What said Rebekah to Isaac? "I am weary of my life because of 
the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of the 
land, what good shall my life do me?" Yes, reader, the great evil of 
our day is the marriages of our young ministers with the daughters of 
Heth. They find that, unreservedly maintaining, with unaccommo
dating, inflexible firmness, the great and glorious doctrines of our most 
holy faith, with the ordinances as they were delivered, and the scrupu
lous avoidance of the leaven of self-righteousness and creature
performances, as an admixture in that salvation which is all of grace, 
which exalts the God of grace on the throne, and tends to lay saved 
sinners low at His footstool-they find, I say, that this is not the 
pathway to worldly riches, to creature smiles, and fleshly ease, to
human applause, to greeting in the markets, and to be called of men, 
"Rabbi, Rabbi" (Matt. xxiii. 7). These things they love, and, to 
obtain them, they form their plans accordingly; they learn, by degrees,_ 
to train, to temporise, to conceal, to corrupt, and alas! at length they 
even venture to asperse that truth which once they delivered. In all 
this, they escape the censure, and secure the applause, of the proud~ 
self-adulating professor, who loves to hear his own imaginary native 
excellences and free-will powers extolled, though it be done at the
expense of the truth of the "glorious Gospel of the blessed God." 

0 popularity! how many hopeful young ministers have paid their
unhallowed devotion to thee, and have sacrificed at thy shrine sacred 
truth, fidelity, honour, conscience; yea, the precious bread of the 
household of God! Dr. Gill says:-" One truth of the Bible is given 
up after another, till at length there is scarce anything left worth con
tending for. In controversies there is a something given up on the 
side of truth, for which the writer is complimented as an ingenuous man, 
and a man of good sense. This proves a snare to him, so that when 
he writes again, he will give up something more to confirm his character, 
observing which way the stream of reputation runs. Thus are we 
likely to be wheedled and cajoled out of truth by artful and designing 
men on the one hand, and through the weakness of some on the other; 
and we shall see more and more of this giving up of truth as the night 
we are entering into grows darker and darker."-See Dr. Gill's Sermon, 
"The Watchman's Answer," &c. 

If ministers are (they should be) the" stewards of the mysteries of 
God," and if Gospel Churches are the pillars and the ground of the 
truth, whereon truth stands, and where it ought to be found-then 
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assuredly both ministers and Churches should be found faithful in the 
truth, and valiant for the truth; both the one and the other should 
hold fast and hold forth the pure, unmixed, unadulterated Word of Life 
and never give way for any puff of human applause, nor for sordid 
pecuniary advantage. Oh, ye ministers and Churches, give up nothing: 
" If you would keep the enemy from getting within the citadel, preserve 
your outworks; stand by them; quit not even such as seems of the 
least importance. Dispute every inch of ground; give not way in any
thing that is Scriptural; no, not for an hour-that the truth and 
ordinances of the Gospel may continue amongst you. It is this giving 
up of one thing after another that is the ruin of us. Papery and 
Arminianism are spreading, not only in the Establishment, but 
among Protestant Dissenters, and that rapidly: it is traversing 
the land in the length thereof, and in the breadth thereof. Oh, ye min
isters of the Gospel, blow ye the trumpet of Zion while life and strength 
continue; let your feet stand firm on the mountains of truth ; let elect
ing, justifying, redeeming, regenerating, and persevering grace be the 
grand subjects of your ministry. Fight the Lord's battles manfully; 
the victory in the end is certain, and the happy issue will be, even as 
the Apostle declared, saying, "I have fought a good fight; I have 
finished my course; I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous J udg·e, 
shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all them also 
that love His appearing." J. F. K. 

[Five-and-thirty years have rolled away since these solemn warn
ings were left on record by that gifted servant of Christ, John Stevens. 
Are they not a thousand times more applicable now? Ministers, will 
you read them for yourselves? Then ask your people to read them. 
They are weighty and true.-ED.] 

A LOSS AT RYE LANE, PECKHAM. 
A BRIEF MEMORIAL OF THE LATE MR. WILLIAM ROGERS, OF PECKHAM. 

"BLESSED are the dead that die in the Lord." Sweetly sleeps in 
Jesus, our beloved brother. "One gentle sigh," and he passed 

away on Tuesday, January 25th. For nearly twenty years he was a 
member at Rye Lane; for four years he filled the office of deacon well. 
We shall miss him very much. He rests from his labours, and, truly, 
his "works do follow him." In the absence of our beloved pastor, from 
continued weakness, Mr. W. Alderson preached the funeral sermon on 
Lord's-day evening, February 13th, to a crowded congregation, from 
2 Tim. i. 10, "Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and 
immortality to light through the Gospel." The following sketch of our 
departed brother's life and peaceful death, written by his relative and 
brother deacon, Mr. Creasey, was read at the close. Reader, may you 
and I be as consistent followers of Christ as he was, and may our last 
end be like his.-G. T. C. 

"The deceased was the child of pious parents, his father being the 
p~stor of the Baptist Church at Eynsford 38 years. He was_ blessed 
with the early instructions of a devout mother, and was, from mfancy, 
placed in the Sunday school; his parents thus testifying their appre
ciation of this institution. Deceased was called by Divine grace early 
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in life, and was baptized by his father when quite a youth. A Christian 
friend, hearing of his death, writes thus to £he family:-

"' I remember when we were boys together, playmates and school
mates; when we were about sixteen, we set out on the pathway to 
heaven together, and I well recollect the Lord's-day morning when he 
was baptized: after we had had a little prayer meeting together, before 
he went into the chapel he repeated this verse:-

' Fading is the worldling's pleasure, 
All his boasted pomp and show; 

Solid joys and lasting treasure 
None but Zion's children know.' 

And then, just as we were in the doorway, he said 
' Let the world deride or pity, 

l will glory in Thy name,• 

Thus we see an old proverb verified, ' The child is father of the man.' 
"From this time forward his talents were consecrated to the Lord. 

For many years he was a devoted Sunday school teacher; and lived to 
see the fruits of his labours. One of his scholars is now a Baptist 
minister in Kent. He afterwards became the superintendent of the 
school in which he had been a scholar, and for some years used the office 
of deacon well, "being found blameless,'' and purchased to himself a 
good degree and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

" Removing from Shoreham, and remaining for a time at Borough 
Green, he retired early from business, with a small competency, and 
with leisure to do good and fulfil his generation. He served the cause 
of Christ amongst the young, and occasionally proclaimed the glad 
tidings of salvation in the neighbouring villages; was the means, while 
there, of inducing a Christian young man to speak in the name of the 
Lord, one who, from that time till now, has been a successful preacher 
of righteousness. In the year 1857 Mr. Rogers removed to Peckham, 
where bis manner of life was well-known and respected. Whoever 
might be absent from the house of God, his place was always filled; 
while be was ever ready and happy to promote the cause of God and 
truth to the hest of his ability, which he did by his example, fidelity, 
influence, and liberality, there and elsewhere. 

" He was at home with the young, seeking to inculcate scriptural 
knowledge, while devotion was the element in which he lived. For 
eighteen years he was a useful member of the' Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society,' and being on the committee of that exceUent institution, 
rendered efficient aid by his wise counsel and conciliatory spirit. In 
1872 he was chosen deacon of the Church at Peckham, which office he 
filled with much acceptance to the Church, and comfort to his pastor, 
relinquishing it only upon his failing health and presentiment of his 
early departure. He had long been a sufferer, but not until last year 
were serious fears awakened as to the issue. As he saw the last enemy 
approach, with too clear ,a vision (as his friends imagined), death had 
no terror to him. He knew whom he had believed. Ha felt the prin
ciples he had embraced and loved so well were able to carry him through. 
He was an experimental and grace-taught Christian, thus being enabled 
to exercise unwavering trust in Jesus and His great salvation. 

" While he had no ecstatic joy, he enjoyed both solid peace and 
tranquillity of mind. He often remarked in his last illness, 'I am poor 
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and needy, poor and needy, but the Lord thinketh upon me.' Freqnently 
he would say to his friends who called to see him, 'I am deeply in 
debt, but I have in my pocket wherewith to pay,' and would give the 
explanation by saying, 'The blood and righteonsnrss of .Jesus meets 
every demand.' Although his sufferings were severe and protracted, a 
murmur never escaped his lips. On friends expressing sympathy with 
him, he would say, 'It is all right~it is well.' No text was more 
frequently quoted by him than Psa. xl. 2, 'He brought me np also out 
of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and 
ESTABLISHED my goings.' He would say, ' That's the word, ESTAB
LISHED.' To bis pastor, on calling on him, be remarked, ' Our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh out for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we look not at the things 
which are seen,' &c. 'Ah!' he said, 'that's the pivot, "while," how 
much turns on that word, "while."' Once he asked his friends to sing, 
as expressive of his own (Xperience:-

' My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 
.All other ground is sinDng sand.' 

"On being visited by his friend and brother, Mr. Congreve, who 
remarked, 'I trust the Lord will be with you to the end,' he replied, 
quaintly, 'I have no reason to doubt it.' Mr. Congreve, on taking his 
farewell, said, 'I trust we shall meet on the other side of the river,' to 
which he answered, 'I am sure we shall-I shall be looking out for you, 
and will give you a welcome.' 

" When seen by his nephew, John Creasey, the morning before he 
passed away, who said to him, • Uncle, we have been praying for you;' 
he replied with considerable difficulty, 'That's right-pray on-praying 
breath was never spent in vain.' · On another occasion he quoted the 
Scripture: 'Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, the 
Son of Man cometh;' and again, 'Have oil in your vessels, with your 
lamps ; ' also the verse :-

' Yet a season, and we know 
Happy entrance will be given, 

All our sorrows left below, 
And earth exchanged for heaven.' 

On his dear wife asking him, about a hour before he entered into rest, 
'Shall brother read and pray with you?' he said, 'Yes.' The Psalm 
was read, and he audibly responded to the prayer, which was his last 

. articulation on earth. 
"Thus he passed away, in a gentle sleep, fifteen minutes past twelve 

in the early morning of Tuesday, the 25th of January, when his happy 
spirit took its flight to those regions of bliss where he now 

' Bathes his weary soul 
In seas of heavenly rest, 

And not a wave of trouble rolls 
Across his peaceful breast.' 

In consequence of the indisposition of his beloved pastor, Mr. Moyle, 
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Mr. Alderson, of East Street, Wal worth, affectionately performed the
last kind office at his interment, which took place on the 1st of February, 
at N unhead Cemetery, surrounded by a very nmnerous, representativet 
and deeply sympathetic assembly." 

THE LATE MR. JOHN GOODMAN. 
[We can confidently affirm that the name and char11,Cter of the subjeot of the. 

following memoir were much in harmony. We thank our esteemed brother 
Griffith for a testimony so interesting and true.-En.) 

WITH the spirits of the just made perfect is numbered that of 
our brother John Goodman, whom we remember with deep 

Christian affection. He was born in the county of Devonshire, 1815. 
Of his childhood little is known; except that by the mercy of God he 
wai, preserved in the days of youth from the many snares to which such 
a period is exposed. 

When quite a young man the Lord was graciously pleased to draw 
him ,ery gently to an experimental knowledge of divine things.· He 
could not refer to any special instrumentality by which he was awakened; 
but could say he was led to hate sin, to seek unto God, to rest for sal
vation on Christ, and to love the doctrines of distinguishing grace, and 
to feel an attachment to those ministers who held forth the Lord Jesus 
Christ as "All in All." 

In the providence of God he was brought into connection with the 
Church over which the late Mr. Cartwright was pastor, n;i.eeting at 
Ebenezer Chapel, Commercial Road, E., where for many years he filled 
the office of deacon: after this, he became connected with the Church 
meeting at Bloomsbury Chapel, East, then under the pastoral care of the 
late Mr. Bayfield, where he served the Church as deacon for some years. 

Some few years before his death he was a constant attendant at Hope 
Chapel, Bethnal Green, where he felt at home under the ministry of Mr. 
Grilli th, and was a very encouraging friend to the cause and minister. 

His conversation was always of a cheerful kind. He was not one to 
grumble, but to sing of the mercies of the Lord which he felt to be 
great towards him. His experience on the whole was of a cheerful stamp. 
He was a man of prayer, and reading of the Word; and one that had 
reason to rejoice in the blessings that follow such a course of life. 

For some years he was afflicted with an asthma, which became more 
distressing as time moved on. 

His departure was unexpected: being more than usually unwell, he 
thought it advisable to remain from business a few days to nurse him-
self, the weather being very trying. With the care of his tender wife, 
and the assistance of medicine, be appeared to be improving; but a few 
hours before his departure, be said to his wife, "My dear, I am dying." 
Medical aid was at once called in, but the Lord's time was come. While 
they were trying to give him assistance, in a moment his spirit took its 
flight to the region of light and life. 

During these few days of illness he had evidently the Lord's 
presence, and very sweetly felt the value of the Word of God; when 
sitting by the fire, he gave expression to his inward meditation by ex
pressing the beautiful lines,-

" There shall I bathe my weary soul 
In seas of heavenly rest." 
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But he did not feel that he was so near that rest. 
The day before that of his death he kept to his bed and was very 

comfortable in his mind, and had much conversation with His wife upon 
the blessings of salvation; he could speak then of the love of .Jesus 
Christ, of the covenant of grace, the immutability of God, of the solid 
foundation of Christian hope. It was a happy afternoon to his beloved 
wife, so happy, that the recollection will be a pleasing employ in the midst 
of her sorrow. But with all this enjoyment of the Lord's presence, there 
was no idea that he was near the home of the blessed. But the 
appointed moment soon came; when, "absent from the body and present 
with the Lord " was his realization. 

Thus on Tuesday, March 23, 1875, his race of sixty years was run. 
In the following week his remains were interred at Nunhead Cemetery. 

A funeral sermon was preached at Hope Chapel by Mr. Griffith from 
1 Thess. iv. 14: "Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
Him." 

May the Lord support and bless the widow, who, after walking for 
near forty years with a man of God, is now compelled to walk alone; 
may she not feel alone, but realise the God of her husband is with her 
indeed; and, with the prospect of re-union with the departed, be able to 
say, "Father, Thy will be done." 

PRAYER FOR .A BRIGHT LIGHT IN THE VALLEY. 
MR. EDITOR,-DEAR SrR,-Kindly insert the following lines in LI The Earthen Vessel;" they were 

written by that good and gracious man, Augustus Toplady. They were made sweet to my 
soul in a time of deep affliction i and I trust many of your readers may realise the same bless
ing.-ELIJAH COE. 

Great God, when my weak trembling steps While, with an unbeclouded view, 
Shall tread the cleatbful vale, I trace the stamp divine. 

Let not a dark, distressing doubt 
My heavenly hopes assail. 

Show me in Christ that Thou art mine, 
For there's my total rest ; 

Then calmly I'll my breath resign, 
.And smile to be undressed. 

Resplendent o'er my heav'n-born mind, 
0 let Thy image shine : 

Place me beneath Thy guardian wings ; 
Do Thou my passage guide ; 

.And if a shaft from hell be thrown, 
0 turn that shaft aside. 

Bright thro' the solitary shades 
Transmit Thy blissful ray; 

And turn the gloomy walks of death 
Into the path of clay. 

AuausTus ToPL_~ DY, 

UNBOUNDING LOVE. 
"We have known u,nd believed the love that God bath to us. God is love:'-1 John iv. 10. 

.A bold offender, Lord, I feel : 
As wandering to and fro-

From sin to Thee, from Thee to sin,-
1 daily come and go. 

Ingratitude marks ev'ry step 
Of my imperfect wa~k; 

Nor dare I think without a blush 
Of all my idle talk. 

Still do I come ; for tho' Thou dost 
Oft hido Thy face from mo 

Behind a black, dark cloud, that I 
May not Thy glory see ; 

Yet, Lord, I know Thy loving heart 
Has forc'cl Thee oft to say-

New Kent Road. 

''I pardon thee,"-1'go sin no more,'' 
Turn, "turn thine eyes away.'' 

Yea, more, by grace bath held Thee fast, 
Not satisfied with this, 

'Till from Thy sacred Ii pa bath pass'cl 
The reconciling kiss. 

0 lov'd Immanuel, what joy 
To know and to believe 

The love wherewith Thou lovest us, 
.And thus Thy love receive. 

No higher bliss on earth than this, 
No greater joy above! 

Oh! shout, my soul, His pmises forth, 
.And witness " Goel is love." 

ANNIE M. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 
"Did you Begin with God? or, Did • hieroglyphics and lessons, texts, and 

God Begin with You?" In A Narrative I verses-all good. "A Letter to Mr. 
of Mc,·cy and Grace, by P. Leigh, of , Aikman; a Few Friendly Words to Mr. 
Liverpool, the question quoted is em- Sears, and a Rebuke for Mr. Baxter.'' 
ployed with good effect. From no-re- ; We have, also, Mr. C. Remington's" Re
ligion to a legal-labour, then to a letter- : marks on Mr. Aikman's Book. We are 
creed, and, finally, to a living embracing fearful that a religious insanity has fallen 
of Christ by a Divine faith, Mr. Leigh upon not a few in these latter days. 
travelled. Be is a gentleman long afflicted, During the last thirtv years, at least, 
intensely faiLhful. We commend all have we read, watched, thought upon, 
seekers for the way of life to send three and sorrowed over the rise, the roar, ancl 
stamps to P. Leigh, 2, Shaw Street, Liver- the relapse of many who have appeared 
pool, for this discriminating narrative. on the religious platform, and a myste-

1'he United Kingdom Anti-Papal League rious grief bath often overwhelmed us. 
l,fc,gazine. No. XXIX. charges the Eng- Having a beam in our own eye, we would 
lish Cardinal with being guilty of "high not be hasty in attempting to pull any 
treason." This would be a fiery confirm- mote we may think we see in our brother's 
ation of our first article this month; but I eye. Strong men, who have never been 
we love to write of Christ more than of : broken, and holy men, who have always 
all the cardinals in Christendom, there- be<"n as good as the elder son, can do 
fore, for the present, we must not intrude. things we must never attempt. We have 
From 1, St. James' Square, Edinburgh, several books we cannot yet notice; and 
this magazine can be had. It is the poetry comes faster than we can yet find 
strongest literary ironclad in the Protea- room for; but this is not designed to 
tant waters. hinder any from sending either books or 

The Clifton Selection, with many poems. We use all that are· good as fast 
original Psalms, hymns, and spiritual as possible, 
songs, for public and private use. Lon- - Conventual Lije Unveiled. Wilson, 
don : Roulston and Sons. A bound vol. Peckham. "A Parent" who was misled, 
with nearly 1,00:) hymns, by Editor of herein writes warning words to parents. 
Gleaner, &c., for ls. 3d., is cheap enough. The craft of the enemy to catch souls in 
Of its real merits we hope to write, when : the Papal net is working in every way. 
through its massive form we have passed. \ Look well after your children, unless you 

"Tbe Laver Psalm." This is the title can leave them to perish in the cells of 
Mr. Robert Edward Sears gives to Psalm a convent. Insist upon Mr. Newdegate's 
ex.ix. in his Goepel of the Tabernacle, and Bill being carried. 
if that singularly comprehensive Psalm Works by David A. Doudney, D.D., 
is read in the light of this idea, it will Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster. (Book 
give the enlightened reader clear and Society, Paternoster Row.) TValks and 
useful views of its design. To preachers, Talks with Jesus; or, Great Sinners and 
teachers, and our people generally, this a Gracious Saviour Meeting and Greeting. 
interpretation of the tabernacle will be The spirit and sympathy of our precious 
a book for reading and reference for ages Redeemer are here practically delineated 
yet to come. by a servant of Christ whose labours of 

"That Grand Old Book-the llible." love are ever flowing out with blessings 
.A most extraordinary discourse by the on the poor. A companion volume bear
late Mr. James Wells on the Bible is ing the following title-"Yet: a Motto for 
to be given in consecutive monthly num- All Times and Seasons," &c., wherein 
hers of Cheering Words. We ought all "God's Promises and Faith's Pleas are 
to endeavour to get the people to read Encouragingly Presented." The experi
this discourse. The truth-loving heart, ences of loving and longing hearts are 
and the intelligent mind, of James Wells Scripturally expressed in these volumes
was never more fully developed than in not with a hard dogmatism, but with the 
this sermon. Let us zealously entreat dew which freshens, the love which wins, 
our children, our neighbours, yea, every- aud the truth which confirms. The Lord 
body, to read it. Six penny stamps to still spare and honour our much-esteemed 
R. Banks, will bring twelve copies to Dr. D. A. Doudney. .As small presents 
your door. these books must do good, 

Old Jonathan has become quite young. Mr. Godsmark's Protest ought to be 
We never saw him look so pretty before. read by every one who has anything to 
-" The Gleaner and Sower Sheet Al- do with Church management. We anti
manack" is the beet we have seen. Its cipate giving an analysis soon. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
AUSTRALIA : MINISTERS WANTED. "I seek no other blood nor name 

TIDINGS OF DEATH-A MINISTER'S To cleanse my guilt and h1de my .shame. 
HELP-MEET. But that wrought out by God the Son 

Which God Imputes and faith puts on'.-
MY DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD -

Love, mercy, and peace unto you from Him, PRECIOUS PREACHING ON THE BANKS 
and to all the Israel of God. OF THE JORDAN. 

I am rrq uested to write to you by our aged Isaiah xxxv •, which we read and expounded 
and venerable brother Simeon Emery, ·1or to her, was very much blest to her. She 
many years a Particular Baptist minister in said, " I am the wilderness and the solitary 
England and in this colony, relative to the place, just ready to be made glad." "I am 
departure of his wife from earth to heaven the weak hands and the feeble knees, just 
alter fifty-two years' pilgrimage togethe; ~1ady to be strengthened and confirmed." 
in this vale of tears. I am the fearlul heart, and the Lord is say-

Our brother is in his seventy-fifth year, ing, 'fear not.'" 
and much affected by this departure of his After this she was comfortably cheerful 
dear partner, in his natural senses yet most waiting to pass over into the ' 
blessedly sustained, cheered, and filled with "Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood, 
joy in his spirit, so that he is a mixture of Which are dressed In living green." 
weeping and laughing, crying and smiling, As she was near her land's-end, she was 
sighing and_ singing, bl~s~i':lg and pining, much blest by her husband pointing out to 
and sorrowmg and reJOlcmg, something her that she was near the ends of the earth 
heavenly and something earthy. and the Lord was saying, "Look unto Me; 

You can therefore see why he cannot write all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved for 
himself. Our dear brother ha.s been with us I am God, and there is none else.·• 'She 
almost from the time I came _here, after his entered into this view of the text with great 
return from England. It will be remem- delight, as she said she was then at the end 
bered he was holding forth the Word of of the earth, just ready to launch away. So 
Life here before our brother McCure came I found her a little before her deparrure
to Sydney. Since he became a member with leaning very comfortably on her Beloved, 
us, with his wife, now glorified' he has, with the blessed Jesus. 
her, declared that during this time he has Brother Emery tells me, with all that 
heard and seen the Word of God in a more mixture of feeling I named at first, that she 
enlarged and Chl'ist-glorifying sense than made a great effort to turn round in order to 
ever he did before, though he has been be- put her head right in his bosom 'and so she 
lieving am) preaching it for the last fifty fell :t5leep in Jesus until the glo;.ious resur
years. This has been a source of comfort rec!ton, when the Lord Jesus will call and 
and encouragement to me amid the many ex- wake her up again in His holy likeness. 
ti1!~u.ishers we m_eet by the way, by crabby Our aged brother, in his "innocent love•· 
cr1t1c1sm and straitened souls. seems just like an old boy, for he says he f;ll 

. Our brother Emery has been supplying at in love with her at first sight, when he first 
different places; a few days before his part- saw her through some window, and that he 
ner departed he was requested to supply for has loved her ever since-fifty-three years. 
brother Hicks, at Ryde, who was very ill. He says " The Lord has blessed him with her 
Though our dear sister was so near her end all these ytars, and now He has taken her 
she urged him to go, and leave her with tit~ away from him. to her gain, and his loss 
Lord. God's ministers need ministerial wives but that he will soon be after her." Thus f 
who can, in spirit, enter into their work i saw death '.'nd corrup!ion, _w?rms and dust, 
true help-meets indeed in a divine sense I make no difference with dtvme love in the 
Sister Emery wi:s one of them For forty~ hearts of the Lord's dear people. 
eight years out of the fifty-two· she has thus I "Ho,'," fair is thy love, my sister, my 
loved, honoured and served her husband the spouse, says the Lord Jesus. Many of the 
Chmch of God, anu thereby the Lord of the Lord's peopl~ went with us, as we" laid her 
Church. I mention this to the honour of I flesh to rest. 
free grace,. which she h~ loved and professed; SAINTS ARE FLYING FROM THE 
for forty-_e1ght year~, without casting dirt in I COLONIES. 
its beaulllul and fair face. In her life and ' How very, very many of the Lord's 
death we have had another blessed witness honoured servants and dear children in fas
that free grace leads to holiness and God. mania, Victoria and New South Wales the 
h Thus our sister came, down to the time of Lord has called' me to attend to in a :Oost 
h ei· fare~ell to earth and entrance into mysterious way, at their deaths, sometimes 

eaven, hke a shock of ~orn fully ripe. She !aking me 300 miles, yea, 800, not knowing 
was not lull of ecstac1es when I saw her It was for this purpose, until at tLeir bed
three days before her death, but she was sides! This was the case with the very vener
wholly trusting i!3- Jesus as the only hope of able and most dear pastor, Henry Dowling 
~er ahcceptance w11h the Father, and entrance in Tasmania, who bad been a minister or th; 
mto enven. She said:- Gospel of the grace of the Lord Jesus for 
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sixty years : and by whom I was baptized. 
Not knowing God's design, I was, before m.v 
time, hastened from Sydney to Victoria, and 
from Victoria to Tasmania, a distance of 800 
miles, to be with this dear servant of God 
four days before he " closed his eyes, and saw 
his God," and then to lay his flesh to rest. 
I have many cases ot this kind, which fills 
me with much surprise. God has sent me to 
sow His seed in His field, where His rising 
corn shall come up. 

CHRIST'S KINGDOM IN NEW SOUTH 
WALES. 

I must now beg leave to say a word about 
the Lord's kingdom on tbis side tbe sea. I 
have just received letters from Tasmania
that they have no minister of our principles 
in the land. The house of God at Hobart 
Town is clear of debt, and kept open by a 
very dear brother ( Hinsby), and waiting 
pastoral aid. The house of God at Launces
ton is free of debt, and kept open by our very 
dear brother H. Dowling; longing for 
pastoral care from some God-sent servant of 
the Lord. 

I have letters also from the inland parts 
of this colony, that a chapel, built by one ot 
our ministel'!', but of late possessed by one 
of the other Baptists, who has kept it closed 
for many Lord's days at a time while he has 
been followin!\' a worldly calling. Now it 
is deserted. By this means and others, he 
says, he is ordered to sell the chapel, and de
vote the proceeds to what they call "A Home 
Missionary Society," of which they have 
made this man the only missionary. This 
means : You have ruined the cause, now sell 
the chapel and pocket the money. Yet this 
chapel was raised by one of our ministers, 
who never received a penny for it. These 
are the works of Free-will Baptis,ts. 

I have requested a brother to buy it, and 
let us have the deeds and see what they say, 
and then see that they are acted upon. This is 
one of our fields of labour lor some God-sent 
man, when the Lord shall make him. 

TRCE MINISTERS WANTED. 
Now, my brother, will the Lord send five 

or six good men from old England to these 
places 1 Will uur Churches in England raise 
the money to send them ? Is it wise for me 
to come to England to urge this upon the 
Churches? Most of the other denominations 
have assistance from home-(;hurcbes for this 
work. Are your Churches too indifferent to 
the cause of 0God and truth for this? 

These things came powerfully upon my 
mind when I received and read the letters re
ferred to, and as I went out and thought 
and prayed, the Lord seemed to say -'' In 
blessing, I will bless thee;" it seemed rather 
powerful and very sweet. I would say to 
you, " c~me and see these things, and the?, 
lav them before the Churches at home. 
But it would take years in the Colonies to 
know sufficient to do this. 

Let your dear people think, pray and act. 
With very Jenent love to you and them, I 
remain your affectionate brother in the Lord, 

DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 
Sydney, Dec. 20, 1875; 

How TO HELP THE CHUltCHES IN THE 
COLONIES. 

[To brother Daniel Allen's queries we 
answer, with much confidence, It the Lord 
is pleased to constrain him to come over to 
ns, we are persuaded of three things :-First, 
multitudes of Christians here would hail his 
advent into England· secondly, they would 
abundantly meet all bis expenses; thirdly, 
Daniel Allen would thereby, under God, be in
strumental in gathering up a few valiant men 
who mig·ht return with him to be the Lord's 
ambassadors to build up the New Testament 
Churches in the Colonies. We mu8t confess 
we think a lay committee should be formed 
and a lay fund raised, from whence a special 
pre-paid invitation should be sent to brother 
Daniel Allen to spend six months in England. 
We have long believed the Lord would use 
him as a " Barnabas," to stir up, to comfort 
and to confirm our Churches at home; and 
out of such a God-wroug·ht revival some 
young Timothies would be brought forth, 
saying, by grace Divine,-" Here am I, Lord, 
send me!'' Jealous parsons will sneer at this, 
but the Editor of " The Earthen Vessel" has 
no such unhappy feeling.-En.] 

FA VERSHAM.-NOAH'S ARK. 
We held meeting Monday, January 31, 

to take farewell of beloved minister, J. Wise, 
who is chosen pastor at Mount Ephraim, in 
Margate. Many friends were present, among 
whom were brethren Rowden and Jarvis, of 
Canterbury; Perry and Den me, of Margate; 
Mote, of Sturry ; Barden, of Whitstable; 
Drake, of 8itlingbourne, &c. Over hack of 
r.ulpit, in splendid needlework, was the motto, 
' Farewell, dear pastor, the Lord go with 
you." Sixty or seventv took tea. Service 
commenced by brother Rowden giving out 
a hymn, 

" Y c pilgrims of Zion, and chosen or God, 
Whose spirits are filled with dismay, 

Since ye have eternal redemption by blood, 
Ye cannot but bold on your way." 

Brother Rowden engaged in prayer, and 
gavP. an address; begiuning· where God be
gan with His people, shewing all that He 
did for them before time and in time, was ac
cording to the good pleasure of His will, that 
God had fixed the bounds of His people's 
habitation; appointed their lot; that there 
was a boundary to all associations and settle
ments here. God gave His brother Wise to 
them as their pastor; and blessed the Gospel 
preached by him to their souls. The Lord 
was about to remove him to another part ot 
His vineyard, but He would not take all the 
bread from them: the bread of God would 
be continually set before them in the ministr,r 
of the Word and the institutions of HIB 
house. He hoped the Lord would bless them 
with His presence, that Christ might be 
glorified in them and by them. 

A testimonial to brother Wise was pre
sented by brother Banks, expressive of the 
love which the members and friends had to 
him for bis work's sake; all felt very 
sorry to part with him; hut he desil·ed to 
bow with submission. 
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Brother Wise thanked the friends for their 
kindness. It had been reported they had 
-driven him away. When he looked at the 
motto,-" Farewell, dear pRBtor, the Lord 
go with you," and at the proof of their love 
to him on this occasion, all proved such was 
not the case. 

Brother Drake, of Sittingbourne, said our 
brother Wise was called by grace, and 
.preached the Gospel for month~ before he 
heard the truth (as he had been taught it by 
the Holy Ghost) from the lips of any of the 
Lord's servants. It was a time of joy when 
the Church was formed, and brother Wise 
became their pastor some Ii ve or six years 
since. I was impressed at the time that the 
Lord would bless His children within those 
walls. He bas done so. 

Brother Barden gave some good counsel 
in spiritual matters. 

Brother Perry said, the Gospel preached 
by brother Wise in Margate had been blessed 
of God to the ingathering of others to the 
fold. 

Brother Mote said much for the consola
tion of God's family. He spoke ot the de
cline, and rising again, of the cause at Sturry; 
how the few that once were left tbougb t they 
must give up and close the doors; how the 
Lord answered their prayers; sent a minister 
to give them a sermon, blessed the Word, so 
that they continue until this day. 

To brother Denme the Lord gave a month 
and wisdom. The words flew swiftly from 
his lips ; hls words w~re glorified in the 
hearts of the Lord's family. 

Brother Rowden concluded with a short 
address and prayer. W. DRAKE, 

NORBITON.-We bad favourable time 
in London street, N orbiton, near Kingston
on-Thames, Feb. 14, 1876, when memorial 
stone of our new chapel was laid. A hymn 
was sung in open air by friends surrounding 
the front. C. W. Banks asked the Lord 
mercifully to grant the building might be 
erected without danger or damage to any, 
and that, when completed, it might be filled 
with seekers, worshippers, and with the 
glory of the Lord. Mr. J.B. McCure then 
carefully and correctly unfurled our de
nominational banner. He told the people 
we were, I. Protestors against the iniquities 
of Rome. 2. Nonconformists, Dissenting 
from all National Established Churches. 3. 
Baptists, fuily believing our Lord commanded 
that all true believers in the Gosoel should 
be immersed in water. 4. We were Par
ticular Baptists, holding- firmly the revealed 
fact that the redemption of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, was special, particular, and effectual, 
on the behalf of all the Father had given unto 
Him. 5. We were more than all this, said 
Mr. McCure. We are obliged, in order to 
stand clear of those who separate what the 
Lord has joined together, to call ourselves 
"Strict Particular Nonconforming· Baptists," 
bei~g fully persuaded that no persons can 
scripturally come to the Lord's table, but 
tho.se who have been previously immersed in 
water, by fuitb, in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 6. We were, 

with all this, believers in the full proclamation 
of the whole of the blessed Bible Go,pel, to 
all, and to every one, who would come with
in our chapel doors. At the same time, 
knowing no man can receive the message to 
the saving ot his soul, no man can really 
and truly come to Jesus Christ, and unto 
God, by Him, unle,s the Holy Ghost work 
mightily in his soul, by the new life-creating 
power of grace, faith, and fervent prayer. 
The stone was then laid; another hymn was 
sung, and the outdoor service concluded. 
We hope in June to see the place opened free 
of debt. Tea was enjoyed by a large com
pany in Zoar chapel. Over evening meet
ing, James Mote, Esq., presided. The 
brethren Hunt, Marshall, Charles Turner, 
John Bunyan McCure, Thomas Stringer, C. 
W. Banks, and others, assisted in the ser
vices of the evening, which Mr. Greylin's 
notes in " Cheering Words" rather largely 
describe. The history and prospects of the 
movement we hope to give in another month. 
We did not see much money laid on the 
stone, nor any notes or gold in the plate. 
These Norbiton believers (said one), are a 
few poor feeble Jews, but they are valiant 
for the truth. Let us all pray for and help 
them. 

WALWORTH ROAD.-The Sunday 
school conducted by friends connected with 
the Surrey Tabernacle bas now been es
tablished about four years. We indirect
ly, last month, mentioned the school as the 
Surrey Tabernacle Sunday school, but the 
worthy superintendent has quietly reminded 
us of our error: we were wrong, perhaps; 
and ought now to say, that at present our 
designation of the school was an erro1·, which 
error we expect ere long will not be an error ; 
for at the meeting three of the deacons of 
the Tabernacle were present, and no g·entle
men could have expressed themselves more 
favourably to the school than did Messrs. 
Boulden, Mead, and Carr. Perhaps a word 
of explanation here will put our readers right 
on this point. There bas never been a 
Sunday school held at the Surrey Tabernacle; 
but a number of friends connected with the 
place, feeling the great importance of such 
institutions, resolved to be found in the work, 
and accordingly they commenced a school in 
a hall in York-street, Walworth-road. From 
thence they removed to their present 
place of meeting, the handsome Board school 
in Penrose-street, Walworth-road, where on 
Tuesday evening·, January 18th, 1876, they 
held their fourth annual meeting. Prior to 
the public meeting, a gathering of friends 
took place, and the" cup which cheers," &c., 
was bountifully supplied. At the evening 
meeting, Mr. John Piggott (of Cheapside), 
the superintendeat, took the chair, and ob
served in bis opening, that their idea was 
not " to manufacture children into Christ
ians, but to pray that the Lord would bless 
their labours, bless His own Word, and cause 
the good seed thus sown to bring forth lruit 
to His own glory." Mr. Bennett spoke of 
the original idea of Sunday schools, when 
the poor were gathered together and learned to 
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read the letter of Goo's Word, for at that 
period there were no Board schools, and the 
Sunday school wa.• the only opportunity that 
the pooc had of gathering a little learning. 
But now the case was entirely changed; 
and the labours of the teachers were of a 
different cha,-acter. Mr. Thos. Stringer 
congratulated the teachers on the progress 
the)' had made ; anrl prayed that God might 
continue to prosper the cause, the school, for 
the welfare of the children, and the glory of 
God. Mr. John Mead followed, and in the 
course of a very interesting address, gave a 
succinct history of the Bible: its o,-igin, its 
contents, and how we came in possession of 
the same. We hope the friends will g·et this 
address and have it printed in extenso. Mr. 
R. G. Edwards was the next speaker. He 
remarked, the wisest man that ever lived 
said, " a good man leaveth an inheritance to 
bis children : " that good man was the Lord 
Jesus Chri!'t, and He had left the richest in
heritance to His children. What an in
heritance to have all our sins forgiven, and 
to be ma,le heirs of God! What an in
heritance also to see our children called by 
the grace of God, and blessed with all spi
ritual ble_ssinirs. Mr. Albert Boulden ex
pressed much plrnsure in being present, and 
in seeing so p:ood a work being carried on. 
Thev had his hearty sympathy and support. 
Mr: Holden ( of College park) said he de
sired to speak also to them some words of 
encouragement, and he should take for his 
text the words, " Instead of thy fathers shall 
he thv children," &c., from which words he 
delivered a very spiritual address. Next 
speaker was Mr. Thomas Carr (another of 
the Tabernacle deacons), who at once con
fessed that be had for years had certain pre
judices and objections to Sunday schools, 
but thev had now been completely swept 
away, and he thought he was now a wiser 
it a sadrler man. He was glad to find that 
the Bible was the foundation of the teaching 
given in the school ; and after some 1·emarks 
upon the first sehool e.stablished by Robert 
Raikes, the speaker closed with wishinl!: the 
school and those engaged in it every blessing. 
After singing and prayer the proceedings 
were brought to a close. 

CHALKSHIRE. BUCKS. -Amidst all 
the shifting and departing in these last days, 
there are some at Chalkshire who love the 
truth and strive together for the faith once 
deliv;red to the saints. We enjoy peace. 
Let us be thankful for this. I sometimes 
look at the dear old Christians with grey 
hairs, and think they will soon be gone; 
then I look at the young ones, and long and 
pray that the Lord would raise up a seed to 
serve Him when the heads of the fathers 
shall he laid with the clods of the valley, 
Shell I pray in vain? Faith saith No! May 
God give us faith that wiJI not let Him go 
without the blessing designed for us. We 
would not dictate, but say, "Thy will he 
done!" Sunday, Feb. 6, we had our much 
eeteemedfriend, Mr. Price,ofHighWycombe. 
Some sat beneath the shadow with great de
light : the Word was sweeter than honey. 

"Ble!OS the Lord, oh, my roul I" Oh that 
the time may soon come when the Lord will 
send prosperity to Zion. May nil the living 
family continue in p,-ayer and watch in the 
same with thanksgiving. May the God of 
our forefathers be with us. The Lord 
strengthen you, Mr. Editor, in everything 
you are called to endure, and enable you to 
say at the close," My Jesus has done all 
things well." So prays your friend in 
Christ, G. LANE. 

[We expect C. W. Banks to preach our 
anniversary sermons on Friday, April 14. 
We beseech our friends to come with praying 
hearts and fill our chapel. God help them.J 

HOXTON. 
Services at Bethel Baptist chapel, January 

9. Sermons by Mr. Joiner. Tuesday, 18, 
tea and public meeting; Mr. W. Osmond, 
pastor, presided, and told us the chapel was 
comfortably filled on Lord's-day; prayer 
meetings well attended. Sixteen had been 
added to ·the Church in 1875. Mr. Phillips 
spoke of present blessings. Mr. Griffiths 
spoke on time and eternitt. 

Mr. H. Brown said, ' hitherto bath the 
Lord helped us." He had been, he told us, 
a ve1·y had character : on one occasion he 
was preparing a piece for the play, entitled, 
" Road to Ruin; " he was led to reflect upon 
it; he found the subject described his state; 
the end was, that, as a poor sinner, be was. 
brought to Calvary, and received peace and 
pardon from Jesus Christ. 

"He who has helped us hitherto, 
Will help us all our journey through." 

Mr Joiner and Mr. Milbourne followed 
and spoke encouragingly. Mr. Osmond: 
said they were going to build a gallery. The 
meeting closed with the Doxology. 

W.B. 

CAMDEN TOWN.-Mr. Gander's sixth 
anniversary of Pastorate, at Milton Hall, 
Kentish Town Road, on Saturday, Feb. 13. 
Sermons were preached by brethren Langford, 
Stringer, and Gander. On Tuesday a tea. 
and public meeting. The pastor said nine
teen members were formed into a Church 
six years ago; now they numbered seventy 
two. During the past year seven had 
been baptized, five received from otheF· 
Churches, four had been dismissed, and 
two deaths had taken place, thus leaving 
a clear increase of six. They bad three 
Bible classes and a Sunday school. 
Mr. Edwards spoke on the "Mystery of 
Iniquity." Mr. Langford on the" Mystery 
of the Union." Mr. Nugent was not far 
behind on the "Mystery of the Kingdom." 
Mr. Hall advanced thoug-hts on the" Mys
tery of the Incarnation," and then gave way 
to Mr. Squirrell, who closed _up a series ot 
interesting suhjects by a few warm-hearted 
thoup:hts on the " Mystery of the Gospel." 
Mr. Hood, one of the deacons, presented the 
paetor, on behalf of the Church, with a 
purse containing £6, also a comfortable 
arm-chair. Prai•e and prayer brought a 
happy meeting to a close. 
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THE MOUNTAINS OF THE BIBLE. 1 about hy the power of God alone. It is en-
In Lynton rood chapel, Bermondsey, pub- ! couraging to know there was not Ol!e ,hut 

lie services were holuen on Tuesday, Feb. 8, out tbat sought to get in. The •aved raised 
1876, to commemorate the seventh anniver- an altar to God, and He smelled a sweet 
sary of Mr. Lowrence's settlement. Charles savour. 
Wilson, Esq., presided. Brother Barrett Brother Stringer, on Mount Moriah 
prayed; brother Knott read the financial quoterl Job xxxix. 8-" The range of th~ 
statement. It shewed this convenient chapel mountains is his pasture, and he searcheth 
cost about £2,000. Uµ to January, 1875, after every green thing "-and Abraham's 
£1,280 had beeu paid off; during the year three days' journey to offer up his son Isaac. 
1875, another £200, leaving an existing debt Moriah has tor signification, "The hitterness 
of £448. The chairman congratulated them of the Lord," and is associated with Mount 
on their favourable position, and, in a prac- Calvary, as a type. The temple was built 
tical speech, advised a systematic laying aside on Moriah, exhibiting the Redeemer's hu
of the Lord's portion, stating he had never man nature. "Destroy this temple, and I 
prospered so well as since he had adopted will raise it again in three days." It was 
this system. also a type of the Church of Christ. "The 

Brother Lawrence took a review of the bitterness of the Lord" on Moriah, or Cal
Lord's goodness to him during the past vary, who can picture it? 
seven years. The number seven signified "Well might the sun In darkness hide 
perfection. Perfection of weakness was all And shut its glories In, ' 
he could find in himself: he began iu weak- When God the mlgbty Maker died 
ness and trembling; but had been sustained For man, the creature's sin." 
to the present, and had received such ex- (Dr. Brown, in bis Bible Dictionary, tells 
pressions ol kindness from his people that he us that the land of Moriah was the site of 
would never forget. Fifty had been added Araunah's thresbiog-flcor, where the de
to the Church during his pastorate: twelve stroying angel (after destroying seventy 
during the past year. The present chapel thousand of Israel against whom tbe anger 
had been built, nearly £1,500 paid off, and of the Lord had been kindled when stretching 
if spared anotller year, and pastor and people out His hand against Jerusalem to destroy 
pulled together, there would not be mucli it) was arrested with the words, " It is 
debt remaining. To those who call our de- enough; stay now thine hand.'' How sug
nomination "a do-nothing people," he gestive of the solemn scene enacted on the 
could point to the place as a sufficient same spot, wben the sword of justice smote 
answer, shewiog what the grace of God the Sllepherd, and was for ever sheathed 
enables them to do. against His people, when He uttered the 

There were nine down for speeches on words, " It 1s finished ! ") 
some of the principal mountains spoken of J. L. Meeres, on Mount Sinai, said the 
in Scripture. The time allotted to each was brethren were anxious to get to the top of 
not sufficient fur a thorough explanation of their mountains; but he doubted whether 
the mountains; but all the speakers had they would be so with his, for here there was 
warm words of congratulation and en- fire, smoke, and thunder, and if so much as 
couragement for the pastor and Church. A a beast touched the mountain, it should be 
few extracts from the speeches is all I can destroyed. A solemn place wbere the law 
give:- was given to the children of Israel when 

Brother Anderson was on Mount Ararat. brought out of Egypt. A place of gran
The chief interest in Anrat arises from deur. Paul says, " If the minL•tration of 
the ark of Noah and its contents resting death was glorious, how shall not t!Je minis
there with the whole population of the earth tration of the Spirit be rather glorious? " 
-e_ig:ht souls; the position was central, The law has its place; no one can fully 
fru1ttul, and healthy. They were to migrate appreciate the Gosµel without understanding 
and populate the world; God intended that the law's legislative claims. God gave the 
the ark should rest on the best spot. If we law to His people only ; He was their 
could see the end of God's providence, we Monarch and had the right to give laws
should acquiesce in His arrangements. Christ "I am the Lord thy God." When the 
was set torth on that mount-" The Rock people said, "Give us a king," it was an 
of Ages "-on which the living could alone attempt to throw off allegiance. When the 
find rest. There was the altar, the priest, Church imitate this example, they find 
and the rainbow encircling; they came there a mistake. The laws were to be observed. 
by God's appointment; He chose the person "The people said, All that the Lord bath 
the place, the means, and the element that commanded we will do;" but they so?n 
destroyed all besides. He brought them broke not only the moral, but ceremonial 
there in safety. God gave Noah a Divine law. Typical atonements were provide~ by 
!evelation; told him of the approaching flood the various sacrifices to cleanse the'.° fro?' 
Ill such a manner that he could not help ceremonial defilement when appearmg Ill 
believing. There may be some here to-night God's house. The spi!·itual Jew did not 
deeply convinced of their state as sinners stay here-he saw Cbr1st through all-the 
before a holy, righteous God. How tlid you morning and the evening· lamb, the red 
come to have these convictions? Uod reveals heifer and scape-goat. "Abraham s:iw My 
to your conscience the awful flood that is day."' Our faith centres with theirs; we 
approaching, anti then reveals the way of look back, they looked forward, to the same 
.escape. The means and the end are brought glorious Person. 
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"My faith looks back to see 
The burdens Thon didst bear, 

When hanging on the cursed tree, 
And hopes her guilt was there." 

Brethren Cornwell, G. Webb, J. Bennett, 
and Cha,;. Spencer delivered expositorv ad
dresses. We hope to furnish them.' The 
collection realised about £20, including the 
liberal donation of £5 from a warm-hearted 
friend and brother. 

A LONDON SPARROW, 

WARNING VOICE FROM THE EAST. 
We had a little mPeting in our Lecture 

ball, January 31, 1876. After hymns and 
prayers I read Ezekiel xxxiii. 7: " So thou, 
0 son of man, I have set thee a watchman 
unto the house of Israel; therefore thou 
shalt hear the Word at M~• mouth,and warn 
them from Me." If I know anythinir of 
the solemnity of the ministry, then those 
three thinirs are experimentally true in me: 
1. God Himself sets and sends each and 
everv one whom He will have to be as 
watchmen unto the house of Israel. 2. 
They must and they shall hear the Word at 
His mouth, which means nearness and the 
direct speakinir of the Spirit of God into the 
man's own spirit and soul. 3. That man 
speaks, not as from himself, nor from simply 
"reading up" for the occasion; but as from 
the Lord. He may be of no account among 
men; the propl,ets of the world's Churches, 
the D .D. 's of the theological schools, and 
the popular orators of the day may know 
notbinir of this obscure individual; but in 
some places as a watchman, and in some 
sancti!ied hearts as a witness, the Lord will 
make him known. 

What further tidings we shall presently 
have of the pr,.gress of the old Asiatic plague 
remain for the future to unfold. I will 
only notice two preliminary farts : First, in 
1674, Dr. John Owen said, God had, by 
judgmeuts, threatened to gi•e England up 
to Popery, and now, for the last century, 
that black stream of awful idolatry ha.• gra
dually been rollinir through and almost 
covering the land. Mr. Pearce, of Raunds, 
writing· me ssys, " I am in tbe midst of 
Ritualism. TLe Church Lere has had special 
services; the Confe~sional has commenced, 
and that dreadful 1bC't1 ine of Priestly abso
lution is become prominent." 

Not Raunds ouly, but .all the country 
through is saturated with the Papal poison. 
Protes1ants of G,-eat l:lri1ain, ii ye have one 
drop of God's l,oly life and love in your 
soul,;, conoider ~·e a,-e called upon to " Come 
out" from the whole system of darkness; 
band together, aud be ye a., terrible as an 
army with bann•·rs, telliug the Queen re
spectfully, telling the Lords and Commons 
unmistakeably, and relJiug tLe whole of the 
false Church most faithfully, that, by the 
help of God, ye are determined to warn the 
people against that fearful apostacy so rife, 
yea, so rampant, in Great .Britain at this 
time. Failing in this your solemn duty, ye 
mw;t prepare for some severe calamity to 
overwhelm you; in fact, on the seas, on the 
railway lines, on the commercial marts, and 

in the SOl'iRl circles the booming,, of great· 
calamities have been roaring now a· tong 
time; and the more clearly ye can read the 
unholy condition of the peoplP, from the· 
highest pinmcle of England's dignity down 
to her meanest serfs, ye shall be- alarmed 
with the fear thnt" the myslPry of iniquity" 
is now at work in all its most jesuitical and 
malignant forms. 

Secondly, Bridge's Forerunner of Wrath 
appears, in our day, to be painfully verified. -
William Bridg-e declared in his day that, 
"When God intends utterly to destroy His' 
enemies, He does first suffer His own ser-~ 
vants and His dearest ehildren to flee aQd to' 
fall before them." Surely ye must have· 
•een how fast God's servants have fallen; 
how the dear children of God are abased ill 
affliction and sorrow because they cannot 
bow the knee to the many images of Baal 
now everywhere set up. Almighty Lord of 
hosts, give us grace to take unto us "the 
whole armour of God that we may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and, having 
done all, to stand." So crieth, 

Feb. 1, 1876. C. W. B. 
Ye sheep of Christ, a warning take 
Before Rome drag you to the stake, 

Let earnest prayer ascend the skies, 
In comhin'd force the throne surround, 
That God would nil her plots confound, 

And fill her rulers with surprise. 

TllING-WEST END. 
Cheerful and, we trust, spiritual services 

were held Lord's-day, February 13. Mr. 
Edgerton, of RPading, preached. Morning 
sermon was based upon Psalm xx. 5 ; in the 
evening from 1 Cor. iii. 21-23. A large· 
company gathered in the afternoon, when 
an address was delivered upon school work, 
in its moral and reli11-ious aspects. About 
seventy scholars received prizes; five senior 
scholars were presented each with a Bible 
and dismissed, according to custom ; anti not 
the least interesting was the presentation of 
a handsome volume to the superintendent, 
Mr. C. Goodson, by Mr. Edgerton, on be
half of the teachers. The whole of the 
day's services were encouraging, and we 
hope the Lord's blessing was realised. On 
the Monday evening a goodly company 
gathered to hear a lecture by Mr. E<lgerton 
on the History of our English Bible. Mr. 
Crampin, of Aston Clinton, occupied the 
chair. The lecture, which occupied one 
hour and a-quarter in delivery, was very 
attentively listened to and manifestly appre
ciated. 

When the readers of the" Earthen Vessel" 
pray for Zion's prosperity, let them bear up 
before our covenant God this part of his 
vineyard. In the past the Lord has been 
good to them; and while, at the present, 
their bands are weak and their knees are 
feeble, we hope that again the voice of the 
turtle may be heard, and the flowers appear 
on the earth. There is a field of usefulness 
here for one who knows how to preach, 
teach, and labour in word and doctrine. 
May God send them such an one. 

VERITAB, 
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STOWMARKET.-The ancient Baptist 
chapel in this town, which dates from 1795, 
bas Jost Its venerable pastor, Mr. J. Thornley. 
"A Pence-Maker" writes us respecting the 
long persecution with which Mr. Thornley 
was afflicted, and kindly reproves us for 
being "n,i:aio,t Mr. Thornley." We think 
the" agamst" was on the other side. Mr. 
Thornley we never knew; against him we 
never wrote one offensive word that we can 
recollect. We may yet review his life. We 
only now add, respecting his funeral, that 
service was held in Bethesda chapel, which 
was lull of mourners. J. Reeve, Congre
gational minister, offered prayer and read 
portions of Scripture, and was followed by 
J. Cooper, of Wattisbam, who conducted 
the funeral service. The procession then re
formed, and the body, followed by a large 
number of the inhabitants, was carried to 
its last resting place. J. Cooper delivered a 
short address at the grave, and, after singing 
a hymn, the service was closed by Mr. 
Houghton offering up prayer. A funeral 
sermon was preached by S. Collins. The 
deceased was nearly thirty years pastor of 
the Church. in Bury street, and laboured 
incessantly to spread the Gospel in and round 
the neighbollrhood. [As we have said, of 
Mr. Thornley1 -persooally, we knew nothing. 
"Peace-Maker·" says, "As a fellow-towns
man, I believe rumours against him many 
years ago were false." It is a dreadful fact 
that professing Christian men should seek 
to destroy each other. Some who are con
sidered the most honourable men in some of 
the Churches, will, we know, secretly slay 
any man against whom some report has been 
raised, or over whose head some painful 
storm has broken. The word of our God is 
eternally true-" Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall be also reap." God helping us, 
we will only sow good seed.-En.] 

"CARRY DOWN THE MAN A 
PRESENT." 

"That's a friend J and there's no other, 
Who fn times of need cornea near; 

Sticking closer than a brother, 
St.riving one's poor heart to cheer." 

Charitably, practically, and faithfully to 
carry out the Scriptures, must be one of the 
best of all works in this world. We have 
henrd ministers preach on the types, at 
times; but we never recollect listening to 
a disrourse on the words of good old .i accb, 
as written in Gen. xliii. 11, with a keener 
interest than we did on Thursday evening, 
Jan 27, 1876, in the Hayes Tabernacle, by 
Mr. John Wild, the excellent and sincerely 
devoted deacon of the Baptist Church in that 
place. I had been quite unexpectedly in
vited to attend this meeting: and that chief 
director in the immense book-making estab
lishment of Messrs. Waterlow-Mr. Am
brose Griffith- promised to accompany me. 
Mr. Griffith happens to be a member of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, and a gentleman who 
reveres the memory of the late Mr. James 
Wells with an affection as firm and as full as 
bis heart can hold. Ambrose Griffith is no 
pompous flimsy talker; bis honest heart 
comes gently rolling out with his excellent 
utterances whenever be refers to bis much
lamented and greatly-beloved pastor. As I 
happen to be one of the very few ministers 
now left who knew and appreciated the 
ministry of James Wells, good Ambrose 
Griffith and myself travelled to and fro to 
the Hayes Tabernacle meeting, on the 27th 
of last January, in perfect harmony: we 
slandered no one; envied none; but mu
tually conversed together respecting some of 
those happy days when our now deceased 
friend would frequently carry us clean away 
from carnal shams to heavenly visions-yea, 
to the solemn realities of a new and ever
lasting covenant. 

PASSING OVER THE JORDAN. When we reached the Tabernacle, I began 
We have memorials of many who are to inquire after the object of the assembly 

gone from us. The widows of the late Wm. on that particular occasion; for I found no
Garral'd, ol Leicester, and of the late Joseph bills, announcing the meeting, had been 
Cartwright, of London, with others whose issued: none of the popular gentlemen were 
departure we mny notice more fully in the either preaching or presiding on the occasion. 
future. The venerable Thomas Jones, of Still, as time for tea drew on, I found the
Broseley, in a recent note, says : " I have friends were steadily gathering, and there was 
been doing business in great waters: three manifestly an expectation of something un
excellent members of my congregation were usuallv attracting. I ventured to ask what 
removed in one week, and while I seem to all this meant. Mr. John Wild frankly said, 
be as familiar with death as with any cir- " It is seven years this day since the Taber
cumstances of life, I am ioade to feel that I nacle was first opened; this is the seventh 
am human, anrl that none of our family anniversary ol our opening!" "Very snug 
live to themselves or die to themselves; for and quiet affair," thought I to myself: and 
when one member is removed, other mem- up into the beautiful hall we all went; and 
h_ers feel the jar, and all our wise premedita- after I bad announced the verse, by Mr. 
hon, and even our faith in the Christian Wild's request,-
ga!n of dying, fail to make the operation "Be present at our table, Lord; 
pamless. -- Be here and everywhere adored; 

GU]LDFORD.-Our brother Cornelius Tbese mercies bless, and graut that we 
Slh~ and his friends celebrated their school May feast lo Paradise with Tbee "-
anm!ersary in January. A full and happy , we comfortably drank ~ur tea, and proceeded 
meetmg persuaded us that prosperity is with I to the public meeting 10 th~ Tahernacle. 
them. Brother Charles Turner, of Ripley, I Pastor R. C. Bardeus presuled ; gave u~ a 
and others came to help them. [We have I precious hymn, and read a Psalm. I tried 
not y~t b~e~ able. to report progress of Mr. I to seek the L_or~'s blessing, and then, with 
Kerns m101stry s111ce their re-opening.] perfect equamm1ty, Mr. Bardens began the 
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business of the evening by telling us himself 
and manv of the friends had been moved 
with a desire to present to their beloved 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. John Wild, some me
morial of the high regard in which they were 
holden by the Church and congregation in 
that pla~e, on account of the g·race of God 
which had been so sig·nally and continuously 
evinced by them in the promotion of the 
well-being of the people in that neighbour
hood, and in the prosperity of the cause of 
Christ within those wa1ls. 

"Farrar's Life of Christ," in two hand
somely-bound volume~ were then handed to 
Mr. and Mrs. John Wild. So thoroughly 
unexpected was this gentle little demonstra
tion of the people's expression of their love 
for their friends, that even that steady and 
,;trong-minded man-brother John Wlld
was almost taken off his equilibrium. How
ever, he speedily recovered, expressed the 
thanks of himself and of his dear partner; 
and then taking his Bible, he read his text,
" And Israe.l said unto them, Ifit must be so 
now, do this-take of the best fruits of the 
land in your vessels, and 

CARRY DOWN THE MAN A PRESENT." 

The ancient history was well expounded; 
and after a pleasing review of all the cir
cumstances (where we clearly saw Mr. Wild 
had carefully studied his discourse), he em
phatically said, " Now for the application ! " 
Then, taking from his pocket a purse with 
twenty-two pounds ten shillings, he stepped 
up to Mr. Bardens, and with such words of 
encouragement, respecting the uaefulness of 
his ministry, as must have thrilled through 
the irood man's heart, Mr. Wild presented it 
tD him in the name of all the friends who 
there assembled for the worship of Almighty 
God. 

The pastor was almost mentally stunned. 
He recovered a little, and tried to say some
thing; but it was not a very easy matter. 
So he gave out a hymn, and asked me to 
deliver an address; but after such exciting 
scenes, although Ambrose Griffith and myself 
both attempted to speak to the people, it was 
almost useless; for, compared with that 
~lendid " Life of Christ," and that hand
some purse with more than twenty guineas 
in it, our words must necessarily fall flat on 
the floor; especially as the people knew there 
was more of the presentation work yet to 
be done. As we poor platform-speakers broke 
down under the pressure of the excitement, 
and while the Chairman was stammering out 
a few words, suddenly on the scene appeared 
Mr. Gregory, to present to Mrs. Bardens, 
the pastor's wife, a little token of the people's 
long-felt ]O\·e for her. While such of us as 
were in the dark about all this business, 
wondering what was coming next, the vestry 
doors are opened, and on to the platform 
comes Mr. John Wild, with a nohle tray, 
filled with a splendid china tea service, which 
he held up for all to see, as a present for 
Mrs. Bardens. She silently a11d gratefully 
accepted the same. 

Prayer "'as then oflered by dear brother 
Wheatleys Chamberlain ; and a hymn closed 

up such a representation of royal charity as 
C. W. B has seldom seen-and he has wit
nessed a few in his time. 

The friends separaterl highly delighted, and 
well they mig·ht. We regretted, with all 
our rejoicings, that illness kept from us that 
evening those valuable friends, Mr. Dovies, 
Mr. Willis, Mr. Baldwin, and some others. 

MR. KERN, ON BAPTISM. 
On Jan. 12 an interesting service was 

held in Kingston Providence chapel, on the 
occasion of the public profession of two be
lievers ( one the son of our good hrother and 
deacon Smithers). Mr. Kern preached a 
sermon on " If ye love Me, keep My com
mandments;" starting with an allusion 
to the very proper pause suggested, " if." 
This point satisfactorily answered, he said, 
then go on as fast as you please. The parties 
who Jove Christ, who love His name, Jove to 
hear about Him, think about Him, hear from 
Him; for there is a correspondence between 
the two. 

Mr. Kern referred to the second part of 
the text as an outcome of the first : love 
makes the willing feet in swift obedience 
move. When Philip saw the eunuch he was 
invited up to take a seat, and the eunuch 
asking what hindered that he should not be 
baptized? Philip would say," Well, we must 
have a Church meeting, and being only one 
present, I must ask yon a question." Ul
timately we learn that " he went on his way 
rejoicing." Was it ever, or could it ever be 
said of infant sprinkling, that they went on 
their way rejoicing? They say sprinkling 
is to perpetuate something. Yes ! it per
petuates two things: first, the sin of those 
who introduced it; and secondly, the ig
norance of those who practise it. Baptism 
is a manifestation of love and gratitude for 
mercy shown. There is nothing saving in 
this ordinance. 

At the water Mr. Kern endeavoured to 
impress three words on the hearers-" Search 
the Scriptures." After a suitable word to 
each candidate came the practical part: in 
his" plain and simple way, knowing nothing 
of haptizo, or rhantizo, but the unmistakeahle 
meaning to him of the Word of God being 
immersion." Thus closed an evening not to 
be forgotten hy PURSUANT. 

FA VERSHAM. - We are thankful to 
the Lord for still sparing brother Wm. 
Drake, enabling him to supply the pulpit at 
Noah's Ark, near Partridge Jane, Faversham, 
which has been vacated by J. Wise's call to 
Margate. Friends of truth eternal, who 
may be in or near Faversham, are kindly 
invited to the Ark on Lord's-days. 

HOMERTON ROW. - Annual New 
Year's meeting was held January 25. Mr. 
Lodge presided; Mr. Meeres spoke on the 
Wonders of Salvation; Mr. Gander dwelt 
on the word Wonderful; Mr. Langford on 
the Christian, a Wonder; Mr. Lawrence on 
Apostolic Wonders; Mr. Steed on the Won
ders of iniquity. Pastor Lodge has recently 
Jost a son, after Jong affliction. 
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OUR CHURCHES IN "THE BLACK 
COUNTRY." 

EPISTLES TO APELLEB.-No. 6. 
MY DEAR APELLEB,-lt is said by the 

mouth of two or three witnesses shall every 
word be established. I find in the Life of 
the late William Allen, of Cave Adullam, 
Stepney, writing of the people in the neigh
bourhood of Gosty hill, he states" they were 
very poor, most of them nailers, and by 
working from four in the morning till nine 
o'clock at night, could earn but about eight 
or nine shillings per week; so they could 
give a minister nothing for preaching hut 
their prayers, good wishes and attendance"
and, I may add, faithful reproofs, admonitions 
and encouragements. 

On one occasion Mary Flakner, a dear 
saint of God, who had often been deprived of 
some garment or other, was one day dressing 
to come to chapel, and her husbanil said if I 
she did he would shoot her when she returned, 
and charged bis gun in her presence. She 
came, and while at cllapel, her husband being 
fond of shooting, seeing a bird at the front of 
the house, discharged its contents, and the 
gun bursting, shot off his right hand. But 
I must say with Kent,-

'· Judgments nor mercy e'er can sway 
Our roving feet to Zion's way.'' 

This would be many years since, but the 
Lord in this part ~till has a remnant ac
cording to the election of grace, and which 
have already been described. I must now 
ask you to accompany me to the large town 
of Hilston, situate in Staffordshire, and which 
contains 24,364 inhabitants, is 9½ miles on 
the Great Western Line from Birmingham, 
and about three miles from Wolverhampton. 

Many years since there were some who 
walked every Sabbath to Willenhall to hear 
the truths of the Gospel proclaimed. They 
banded themselves together under the Lord's 
guidance to form a cause of their own, and in 
process of time a plot of land was obtained 
upon which has been erected a commodious 
and convenient chapel. It is situate in Broad 
street, and bears the name of Bethesda Chapel. 
Deeply graven in stone is the followin11; :
" This Stone was Laid by Mr. James Wells, 
Baptist Minister, of London, September 25, 
1860." 

Not only was the stone laid by this 
champion of truth, and an address given to 
the then assembled multitude, but in con
nection with the late Mr. Charles Draw
bridge, of Rushden, this chapel was opened 
by him, and many found it good to be there. 
It is fitted with an organ at one end, the 
clock is placed over the pulpit, which seems 
to me anything but a bad idea, as it certainly 
puts a stop to a practic~ too common in our 
congregations ot turning round to look at 
the clock. I regret I cannot ref.Ort that 
there are good congregations. 'I here has 
been of late a sad falling off in attendance. 
T~e Church and congregation are blessed 
wit~ good deacons, godly, active a~d 
busme~ men, and who earnestly desire 
prosper1 ty. 

Mr. David Lodge, who resides at 

Birmingham, has been their minister since 
the opening, although of late they have had 
other ministers to •upply; doubtless he 
could inform you how it L~ there is no mani
fest increase. A book has been written by 
him, and be is self-stylerl, "V.D.M." 
What degree this may be, and at what 
college obtained, I cannot explain. His 
autobiography is highly interesting, of his 
various removals and the company he meets 
with, his visit to France and Brussels, of 
his adversities and prosperities ; we have a 
lull account from his birth to the time of his 
leaving Uppingham. But it appears quite 
an oversight that from beginning to end the 
book is dateless. At the end a report is 
given ot a sermon from Romans viii. 1, 
"There is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh but after the i"pirit." 
After describing" the freedom from all con
demnation, and not only a freedom but a 
positive justification in the conscience by 
faith in the blood and righteousness of 
Christ," he then comes to the character, 
first, negatively, "they walk not after the 
flesh," by which is meant either the moral 
and ceremonial laws, which are sometimes 
called "the flesh;" and second, positively, 
"they walk alter the Spirit," the Gospel 
which is called '' the ministration of the 
Spirit" in contradistinction to the law, 
which is called the killing letter. They 
walk by faith and not by sight; they flee 
from the condemning sentence of the law to 
the atoning blood of Christ for the pardon of 
sin, and from the commands of the law to 
the obedience and righteousness of Jesus. 
Surely if this is a sample of the truth 
preached at Hilston, the people there are 
highly favoured. 

Your old friend and brother Ritson still 
resides at Bilston, and bas laboured in word 
and doctrine for many years; he has been 
sorely tried with heavy bodily affliction, 
but the Lord has been gracious, and His all
supporting presence has cheered him in bis 
hours of trial. In the neighbourhood round 
in this Black Country he bas been a shining 
light and a witness for the discriminating 
truths of the Gospel. He has now been 
raised up again, and may bis last days be his 
best in proclaiming far and wide the un
searchable riches of Christ. When the 
time shall come for bis departure, there is uo 
doubt but that be will be safe housed in the 
heavenly garner above. 

One of the deacons of Bethesda, Mr. 
Simeon Lloyd, bas an afflicted daughter 
who has suffered for mauy years with a 
spinal complaint. Have you not found, my 
dear Apelles, it is better to go to the house 
of mourning than the house of leas ting? 
What spirituality of mind is to be found in 
those who are in the furnace of affliction 
what fustirying of the Lord in all H~ 
dealings, and how one speaks out from the 
bottom of the heart that " He bath done a)J 
things well." How mysterious are His 
dealings and His ways past finding out. 
How sweet to sit by the side of this one and 
to hear her talk of the Lori.I"s suppo~ting 
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grace, of that God who bath ~aid I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee, for-
" When 1hrough the deep W1tters I call thee to 
The rivrr of woe shall not thee overflow; (go, 
For I will be wb h thee. thy troubles to bless, 
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress." 

You may have asked, as I have done many 
times, why are such left here with a poor 
afflicted body to groan being burdened? are 
they not preachers of the Lord's righteous 
dealin~, and do they not prove that (when 
sanctitied) tribulation workPth patience, 
patience e"-perience, and experience hope? 
Hindered from the means ol grace, but 
Christ made increasingly precious, makes 
her look forward to that happy hour of 
departure. having a desire to depart and to 
be with Christ, which is far better, for she 
has prov1,-d, and oft repeated the poet's words-

" This world's a vain and empty show, • 
But tbe bright world to which I go 
Hath joys substanttal and sincere, 
Wb~n ollall I wake and find me there." 

May an entrance be ministered unto her 
abundantly into the everlasting king-dom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; to you, 
also, my dear Apelles, and also to 

AN OLD DISCIPLE. 

ROCHDALE. - At Newbold Baptist 
Sunday school opening services, Mr. Tatham 
gave an address to scholars, teachers and 
friends, very appropriate. Mr. Thornton 
preuched from the text, " One thing have I 
desired of the Lord, that will I seek alter." 
Mr. Hand (Luke i. 1), "A declaration of 
those things which are most surely believed 
among us." Mr. Crowther took the 
apostle's determination to know nothing 
among men but Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified ; also, " The ransomed of the Lord 
shall return and come to Zion." Mr. 
Greening, Ba~tist minister of Ogden <'hapel, 
preaclied from Acts ii. 37, " Now when they 
heard this they were pricked in their hearts," 
&c. The Lord was with His servants in 
prea<'hing tbe Word of Life to large gather
ings of people. May the seed sown have 
fallen in to good ground, made so by the 
power of the Spirit, bringing forth fruit to 
the glory of a Three-One-God. At the 
close of the services the collections and pro
ceeds of the tea meeting realised £155 6s. 3½d. 

·· Praise God from whom all blessings flow" 
was sung with chetrlul voices. 

PLUMSTEAD TABERNACLE. - The 
Church at the Tabernacle still exists. We 
have been helped still to hold on in the truth 
as it is in Jesus, having no desire either to 
enlarge our views or to gh·e up any part of 
that trut!J which the Holy Guost has made 
dear to our hearts. Hitherto the Lord bath 
helped us; and to all the ministers who have 
assisted we tender thanks-to the Editor of 
the "Vessel" especially, who has always 
evinced the deepest interest in our welfare. 
Jan. 4tu, our annual meeting was held-a 
very encouraging season. Public meeting 
was cheerful! y pl'e•ided over by our eskemed 
brother R. Webb, who, in a warm-hearted 
speech, declared !Jis determination, by the 

help of Go_~1 to abide by the good old paths. 
Brother weeks offered prayer. Brother 
Cowdry encouraged us s1ill to hope on. 
Priends Smith and Weeks addressed us in 
the spirit ol truth and fellowship. Brother 
Bardens, of Hayes, with a basket full of 
precious fruits, in a warm-hearted address, 
full of vitality, blended with a grncious ex
perience of the things he set forth. I would 
say to the Churches who are looking tor 
anniversary preachers, turn your eyes to 
Robert llardens. After this, Lrother Crown 
made a few remarks upon the importance 
of truth\ and asked which it was that saved 
the sou -truth or error? He concluded 
with mo·.-ing a resolution-" That the best 
thanks of this meeting be tendered to Mr. 
Hall for his noble defence of God's u·uth;" 
which was duly seconded, put to the meeting, 
and carried unanimously. Brother Hitch cock 
brought this happy meeting to a close by 
prayer. ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

RICHMOND, SURREY. 
"Lamentable to my mind," says an 

ancient visitor to Richmond, "is the fact 
that in this beautilul town we have the 
truthful disciples of Jesus divided into three 
small companies. I have been to the Baths, 
where I was told a most wonderful minister 
was preaching, called Mr. Hall. He is 
clever, well-read, and nicely-spoken; a fair 
representative of a select section who are 
considered the most respectable. Then there 
are a few meeting in another place, called 
• the Standard people.' I know some of 
them to be walking in the fear of the Lord, 
but why they so rigidly exclude all othe1·s, I 
cannot understand. When I hear their 
preachers, I think of Jude, where, of some, 
be says, • These be they who separate them
selves.' By no means would I say, 'not 
having the Spirit,' for no people contend 
more tor the work of the ::-pirit than these 
people do. Then, I have heard Mr. Gooding, 
in Rehoboth chapel, and he is a tried, faith
ful, and sound preacher of Christ's Gospel; 
and men of ripe judgment have heard .him 
for years blessedly. He is a thorough 
Suffolk divine of the old school, and you 
aged ministers must encourage and help 
him." 

[We thank "A. V." for "hints," and 
would suggest that, as our dear brother 
Gooding is often so unwell, such excellent 
men as Thomas Pick worth, Esq., C. Spencer 
E,q., and others, should occasionally go and 
render him help.-En.] 

WOOBURN GREEN.-We expect our 
pastor, Mr. Burgess, will preach and baptize 
here Sunday, March 5. Truth lives! 
Christ's ordinances are maintained, and we 
pray for a deeper consecration to the work 
and honour of our Lord and Saviour, 
through the love of the Father and the 
power of tl1e Spirit. We have some good 
friends who yet stand outside. In the Lord's 
good time they must come in. For years 
I•ve been to Wooburn Green a loving friend, 
I know. 
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MR. HALL TO MR. CONGREVE. 
DEAR Ma. EDIToa,-As Mr.Congreve 

hos been pleased to say of my letter in 
.January Vessel, "a more illogical jumble 
-of words and sentences I have sel,lom read," 
I must nsk you to allow me to say, in jusrice 
to mys,·lf and to the cause I am defendmg, 
and hope to defend so long as my life shall 
last, that I hove taken the opinion of a 
-classical scholar on the subject, one who is 
wholly disinterested, and not of the un
-cbanging creed, and he assures me that Mr. 
Congreve·s statement is wholly without 
foundation. On the contrary, he says," My 
Jetter is a proper one, and effectually answers 
Mr. C's, to which it was intended to reply, 
without misrepresentation or twi~tinl!"," and 
also, "that my deductions are perfectly 
justified by the premises." 

I have beard that when lawyers have 
practically no defence, they ins1ruct their 
counsel Hrns: " No case-abuse Plaintiff's 
attorney," &c. Whether or not this is our 
brother Mr. Congreve's position, I must 
leave your readers to decide; but one thing 
is very patent, and that is, that he does not 
briug forth one single p1 onf in support of 
his assertions, but contents bimsell by saying 
that "to follow me would be like unravel
ling the Gordian knot,'' and " to answer me 
would involve more time than be can spare." 

Mr. Cougreve catches at my "expression 
of regret tl1at he ,hould have entered upon 
the controversy'' with the greatest avidity, 
and implies that I am advocating popish 
tendencies by ignoring the lay element, 
whereas it is well known that I am a thorough 
advocate for 1,Jending the lay interest with 
the ministerial - but in this particular 
instance, as tlie su hject of the lecture was 
"Ministerial Fidelity,'' and as it was 
ministerial brethren who were accused of 
holding the antinomian element, and the 
hard-hearted and do-nothing features, and 
not lay t>rethren, nor 1'!unday school super
intendents, I considered that Mr. C·s enter
ing the arena was altogether gratuilous, and 
such is my opinion still-hence my regret. 

I most sincerely hope, Mr. Editor, as 
Mr. Congreve hopes, that good will co1ne 
out of this painful controversy, but a good 
of a very dilterent description from that 
which Mr. C. hopes-the good which I hope 
will result from it is, that the brethren of 
the unchanging creed will see the importance 
of advoca1ing God"s eternal and unalterable 
truth with for greater decision, and that, 
while some are advocating the " free in vita
tion system " and the " removal of stereo
typed language and ancient prejudices," 
our hif;l"h doctrine brethren, deficient in 
brain-power though they be, will come to 
~he front and procluim electing, love-redeem
mg blood, justilying righteousness and 
sanctifyiug grace with increased boldness
" not in tile word• which man's wisdom 
teocheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, 
compuring spiritual things wirh spiritual,'' 
an~ that our lltrict Baptist Churches will 
!Je 111fluenced by the spirit of truth to con
.tend for the fuirh with a most determined 
and holy contention, anti resist unto blood 

every approach of the enemy even though it 
be in Fulleritish garb, 

I am, dear Mr. Editor, 
Yours in an unchanging creed, 

HENRY HALL. 

SURREY TABERNACLE.-" A Mem
ber for many years, and one who loved with 
a holy love our late pastor." [ We must not 
let alJ his letter appear. J · Sunday morning, 
January 23, we were comfortable under the 
ministry of our long-loved brother, Mr. 
Thomas Stringer, who once more appeared 
in our pulpit, as also on the following Wed
nesday evening-, We are glad to see and 
hear those ministers who have long been 
known to us, proved by us, and from whose 
testimony we have derived soul-profit. Thou
sands have heard Thomas Stringer for over 
thirty years. We thank God be works well, 
wears well, and is heard well, although the 
snow a warning voice dotil give, [The notes 
of the sermons are not quite prepared.] 

LINCOLN.-Brother W. Simpson says 
the overwhelming delug·e of free-will is 
carrying almost all t<1e city with it. :Mighty 
armies are parading the streets and singing 
their hymns. To stand away from all this 
excitement, to faithfully witness for the truth 
of Christ's Gospel, to abide by His doctrine 
and discipline, brings upon us the contempt 
of professing men, and grieves our hearts 
most deeply. William Simpson having 
bought tile tru 1h in the fires of terrible 
afflictions, cannot sell or deny it. All who 
know truth's value, pray for him and for us. 
Amin, 

CLAPHAM.-Our venerable pastor, Mr. 
Samuel Ponsford, has had a severe shaking 
from a kind of compound affliction. Our 
prayers are going up in earnest for the Lord 
yet to spare his lite, and raise him up to 
more usefulness in preaching unw us the 
one only Gospel which giveth all the glory 
and honour ot the Church's salvation unto 
her exalted Three-One Jehovah- Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.-A FRIEND 
TO ZION'S HILL IN C0URLAND GROVE. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES. - We have 
reason to hope a faithlul, truthful, new 
covenant Baptist Church of Christ will soon 
be plauted iu That j!"rent northern market, 
called Stockton-on-Tees. Brother David 
Vernon, of MidJlesborough, bas been, and 
is, preaching· to them that Gospel which the 
Lord has made powerful and saving to his 
own soul. He comes forth from under the 
pastoral care ol Dixon Burn, and is quite 
as sound in the faith as his late pastor. We 
must not say the light of truth shines clearer 
upon David's miu<l than it does upon 
Dixon,s; but some ehildren have a stronger 
sight than othe, s. Let trne believers in 
Christ pray for David Vernon. He preaches 
at 5, Newton street, Nor ton road, Stockton. 
Our inmost soul yearns for God's special 
blessing to rest on bis ministry. 
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ORDINATION SERVICEs.-Mr. Editor -
Can you inform me why the ol,l fashio~ed 
Ordination Services are altered? When 
shall we ha,·e men whose mind is of sufficient 
calibre to withstand the introduction of 
fancy? Query, is it done that some of the 
men-made parsons may creep into our Strict 
Baptist Churches, under the sanction of a 
Fullerite Moderator? Where are the minis
ters of our Churches? Have thev no spirit 
no Jove for the truth? Oh that ·our peopl~ 
could open their eyes to the man of sin 
amongst us. Yours in truth, 

SAMUEL JONES. 
[Brother Jones must not conclude that all 

the faithful ministers are dead yet. As re
gards the rising generation, many are report
ed to be full weight in point of doctrine, the 
"cloven tongues of fire" resting upon their 
souls, and going forth with their testimonies 
is the blessing we need. As regards Ordina~ 
tions, tbat searching ordeal which was con
sidered of va•t import, has been gradually 
dying out. Neither in members coming be
fore the Churches, nor in pastors settling over 
Churches, the question of vital experience 
is not now much looked into. We find, in 
preaching, the people either run from its 
sound, or laugh it down.-En.7 

BURNHAM, EssEx. - To Staplehurst 
friend Lewis flies, where William Birch did 
preach; 'tis true toe Gospel never dies, though 
its meaning few can reach. 1 Car. i. 27, 
down to 29, contains peculiar words. Fool
ish and weak, and things so base do stand oft 
in the pastor's place as wonders unto many. 
We have had a respectable, useful minister in 
the New Open Baptist Chapel for a few years, 
but the people gave him a watch, a purse of 
11:old, and permission to go into the North. 
The question still comes up," When ministers 
are settled over good causes why do they 
leave? " Alas for the Gospel in Burnham ! 
What shall we do? 

DORSET SQUARE, Hill-street. - Mr. 
Editor,-We shall gain the day. In Jan. 
we had baprizing service again. We are in
creasing will· fresh, young liJe. None of our 
London Clrnrcbes are more prosperous. We 
are losing old friends, but new ones multiply 
fast.-B. S. C. 

THE BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT.-Mr. 
Editor,-! beg to move one honest and 
afler.tion:.te reply to your New Year's ad
dress, wishing you grace, mercy and peace, 
and every other blessing which a covenant 
God of Jove and mercy bath in store for the 
poor and needy. I like the thought of 
"mercy" as a banner. " I will have mercy 
and not sacrifice," is a declaration from God, 
which but few seem to untlers1and; yet 
some of us have been brought by Divine 
grace into the grand secret. I wish to 
notice your last idea, namely: "The Baptism 
of the Ho.y Ghost! What do we know of it?" 
Now, sir, I have not read any of the recent 
works upon Baptism. My mind bas Jong 
been settled. I was baptized some years ago 

by ~r. David Wilson, at Boston. My sole 
motive for attending to that DivineJy-insti
tu ted ordinance, was to follow the command 
and example of that blessed Redeemer who 
had indulg·ed me with a feeling sense a 
most demonstrative manifestation of the 
pardon and remission of my sins, which had 
been so lo!lg a heavy and painful_ burden. 
For some hme before attending to that sacred 
ordinance I was constrained to pray earnestly 
for the sw_eet and devotion_-in,piriog anoint
mg of Him who rested m dove-like form 
upon the Divine Master: and I am happy to 
be able to bear testimony that my request 
was granted; msomuch that I believe if all 
the Pedo-Baptists in the world could have 
come before me to say that the practice was 
wrong, I should have said, "Ah! but I 
know for a certainty that it is the Lord's 
institution. I feel the approbation of God 
the special unction of the Holy Ghost filling 
my soul with love to Him with whom I am 
now being buried by baptism ! " Yours in 
Him, JOSEPH WARTLEY. 

Spring Street, Spalding. 
SouTHKND.-" A Friend" who loves and 

can appreciate Gospel grace and Bible truth 
assures us the Baptist Chapel at Prittlewed 
!s much rev_ived. Mr. Margerum's ministry 
is well received, but both the Church and its 
pastor require help and the Lord's providential 
blessings. Time is approsching when many 
friends will be visiting Sou then d. We feel 
fully justified in beseeching them to attend 
and worship at the little Prittlewell Baptist 
chapel, and to give the s •ruggling cause all 
the help they can. 

DR. J ABEZ BURNS.-As the month of 
Jan., 1876, was fast expiring, this venerable 
preacher and writer fell asleep. He lived and 
laboured as a "General Baptist•' and zealous 
abstainer. We hope he died in the faith of 
God's only begotten Son-the Head of a 
family chosen of the Father in Jesus-and 
was by the atoning sacrifice of the Lamb of 
God redeemed and saved. 

"AN HONOURABLE EXAMPL:\l."-Dear 
brother Banks,-Mr. F. C. Holden having 
preached to the friends meeting nt Heaton 
~oad, Peckham, one Lord's-day ever, month 
for the past four years, was, on the occasion 
of his leaving for a stated sphere of labour 
at Lewisham, presented with a purse con
taining twelve pounds, a farewell meeting 
being held for that purpose at the residence 
of Mr. J. Firminger, when many expressions 
of Christian Jove, accompanied by earnest 
prayers for his future success, were offered. 

F. C. H'>LDEN. 

!]iat~s. 
DIED, Dec. 26, 1875, suddenly, at Glenfteld 

Frlrh Hou•e. near Lelceetcr (tbe residence of 
her eon Mr. David (Jballl•). Mury, tbe widow of 
1he late William Garrard, Baptl•t mlnleter. 

Tbatwell-known man of God, Francis 0blld, 
died at Warboye, Jan. 6, 1876, aged sixty-six 
years. We sbonld be tbankful to see a faltbful 
memoir ot him. We expect he bas left much 
MS. behind. 



"~erusaltm" anh frer "~tautiful ~arments.'' 

"Put on Thy beautiful garments." 

LET us have a word or two upon the inner Christian life! There 
has been much stir of late of the Higher Christian Life. Come 

we now to the inner springings up of love after God, after Christ, after 
the witness of the Spirit, and after those pinings for a foretaste of 
glory, which none but the saved and sanctified, the chastened and con-

. firmed Christian, can understand. 
Those persons who frequently are obliged to take long journeys know 

bow anxiously they anticipate reaching home-especially as they get 
nearer and nearer the terminus, where they give up the ticket, and once 
more safely escape from the dangers of the rush and rattle of a long 
express-train-toil! We have entered a third-class carriage at the end 
of South Wales early in the morning, and reached London about nine 
the same evening-tired and heart-aching for home: truly thankful unto 
the Lord when it was found in peace and comfort. Is it ever so with 
the Christian as regards 

" HIS HOME IN THE FATHER'S HOUSE ? " 
There was a strong feeling in that arq,ent cry: "When shall I 

come and appear before God?" We must believe Paul realised this 
when be wrote those expressive lines: ·' Having a desire to depart, and 
to be with Christ-which is (as the Greek scholar renders it) the best 
of all ! " We cannot yet define that verse of the Psalmist's: '' Into Thy 
bands I COMMIT my spirit, for Thou hast redeemed me, 0, Lord God of 
truth." No, we must fall asleep in death, as regards the body, before 
we can know what it is to be absent from that frail tabernacle, and to 
be present with the Lord. Nevertheless, we may experience a soul
yearning for a more sensible and certain nearness unto the Lord, in a 
communion and fellowship, which mast be of a heavenly and of a 
supernatural kind. 

On Tuesday morning, February 29, 1876, I was drawn into a quiet 
corner, and pleaded in a feeble, yet fervent spirit, for a felt sense of 
greater nearness to God: I said," Lord! I do beseech TheP- to let me feel that 
there is but a very thin veil between Thyself and my soul; no moun
tains of guilt; no Llack streams of iniquity; no unforgiven sins; no 
thick clouds of unbelief; no torturing mists of slavish fear; nothing but 
a slender partition between us.'' As Daniel says-" Whiles I was speak
ing and praying'' there came this sentence up in my soul-very 
strongly-as though some voice within did say:-

, '' MADE NIGH BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST ! " 
"You are nigh I When Christ offered up Himself a sacrifice to God, 

with a sweet-smelling savour, He removed from My sig~t a~! your 
transgressions, all your infidelities and unbelief: and by faith m that 
one offering you are perfected for ever, being sanctified in Him, by 
Him, and with Him; and although your sins may often be sought for 

VoL. XXXII. APRIL, 1876.] H 
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by Satan to distress yon: by men to reproach you, and even by your
self to humble you; yet they shall never be found to finally condemn 
you, or to cause Me to cast you away." 

How quietly I left the silent chamber! How steadily I returned to 
my study I How calmed and peaceful! With a very little tinge of 
gentle reproof, it appeared to talk to me like this:-" Have faith in 
Jesus: in His person, in His work, in His promise, in His fully con
firmed proclamation:-" Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise 
cast out.'' "Believe and rest in Him who first called you, and who has 
been your faithful Deliverer in every season of danger and distress." 

How much of deep meaning was found in that one short sentence:
" Made nigh by the blood of Christ," I cannot put down in writing. 
The soul's experience of the true grace of God is like the "Urim and 
the Thummim," the interpretation whereof has defied all the com
mentators in the world. The religion which comes from heaven into 
the sa,ed soul is well expressed in that memorable text-" The secret 
of the Lord is with them that fear Him, and He will shew unto them 
His covenant.'' 

Nothing from the Lord comes single-handed. Often have I paused 
over that Genesis xii. 1 :-" Now the Lord had said unto Abraham, get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's 
house, unto a land that I will shew thee." Secretly the Lord had been 
talking to Abraham, and preparing him for his going forth. So the 
Christian will find it. God gently prepares us for His dispensations to
ward us. After that morning, when that wondrous sentence came,
" Made nigh by the blood of Christ,"-my mind was specially arrested 
by the whole of Psalm cxxix.:-" Many a time have they afflicted me 
from my youth, may Israel now say." This is repeated :-" Many a 
time have they afflicted me from my youth, yet they have not prevailed 
against me! " Oh! what a two-fold light did that Scripture throw 
over the whole of my life. From a little shrimp of a child afflictions 
have sharply followed me:-" The plowers plowed upon my back; they 
made long their furrows." Long, indeed I they have made my back 
ache right through into my heart many a time. Fierce furrows. . False 
furrows. Deep, long furrows. Destructive furrows. But " the Lord 
is righteous : '' and, therefore, though they have all but killed my spirit, 
cast down my soul, made me read Heman's melaocholy eighty-eighth 
Psalm again and again, "yet," so far as my faith in Jesus, and my love 
to His Person, and my zeal for His Gospel, and my concern to benefit 
His people, is concerned, in none of these things could these plowers 
"prevail against me." That Psalm cxxix. was a second word of help 
to me. 

Walking through the city that same day, and calling on business in 
one of our publishing offices, I saw something which again fastened 
upon my soul. "What is that?" said I to Mr. Davies. He held it up. 
I saw-I felt-the words entered into me: "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou Me?" A most searching sentence, and such a discourse upon it 
as I had not read for a long season. It drew out from my heart the 
assuring response: "Yea, Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest 
that I LOVE THEE ! " In my inmost, new-born soul, from that glorious 
morning-now nearly fifty years ago-when He was revealed, and when 
His words were heard within the inntlr chambers of my heart, from that 
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morning until now, no other answer could I give but that which 
trembling Peter did : "Thon knowest that I love Thee." To all the 
world, with meanings many, and motives pure, through grace, I can 
declare many waters of affliction have rolled over me, many floods have 
threatened to orerwhelm me : but that love He, Himself, poured in, 
.they could never destroy. 

" Love so amazing, so Divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all." 

And "my all," through grace, I hare given Him, and only mourn be
cause the return of my love for His is so poor, so imperfect, so mixed 
with things which make one's heart to bleed, and often walk in grief 
and shame because I cannot more honour and magnify His blessed 
Name. But as He knoweth the pride of my naughty heart, He has let 
the lions roar, He has allowed the wolves in sheep's clothing to hunt 
after my very life-blood. And they have pursued their commission 
most fiercely: "Yet they have not quite prevailed against me." 

One sentence in that paper to which I have referred, whereon the 
question stood :-

" LOVEST THOU ME ? " 
One item, I affirm, much interested me. It said: "The doctrines 

•Of Christ are His garments." Were I to attempt to describe the sensa
tion which followed upon this expression, some might think I was fast 
going out of my senses; and as I desire to avoid any false or extrava
gant ideas, I will simply write down a mere outline of the unfoldings of 
truth ·which followed; although I shall not be satisfied unless I can 
more fully define those doctrines, or teachings, or revelations, which 
one dares to hope the Divine Spirit makes of our Saviour's salvation, 
through the use of such metaphors as those employed by Isaiah, where 
the Lord saith: "Awake, awake, put on thy strength, 0 Zion; put on 
thy beautiful garments, 0 Jerusalem, the holy city." 

Rashly to speak of the author of any exercise of the mind, relative 
to Divine principles, never should be allowed; but as the ancient 
Temanite once said, so this modern little scribe may say:-" A thing 
was secretly brought to me, and mine ear received a little thereof;" and 
it was something in the following order:-It was as though 

THE GOSPEL W .ARDROBE 

was silently opened up, and the garments of the Son of God were 
faintly discovered, with some interpretation of the bles!iings derived 
from t,bem by those to whom they were given. 

First-'l'here was the invisible garment of His eternal power and 
Godhead. This, as hinted at in many parts of the Word, delighted and 
confirmed my faith, and gave me holy joy. 

Secondly-I saw the garment of His perfect Manhood as the joint 
workmanship of all the Three Persons in the ineffable and glorious 
Trinity. 

Thirdly-The garments of Immanuel's perfect obedience, with the 
Holy Ghost's expositions of it, was most exalting, both to the Son of 
God and to all that certainly believe in Him. 

Fourthly-The garment of His wisdom and knowledge, with all its 
large, loving, and loyal flowings; with its various shades, tints, and 
beauties, was far beyond my power to grasp: and yet so sweet and 
simple, that of it many excellent things I coul~ relate. 
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Fifthly-Came to ruy view the garment of His charity, which made 
me brimful of zeal for the moment, and I could not withhold the loud 
cry: " Put on this beautiful garment! " It is Heaven's own texture, 
and is of more nlue than all the robes the Pharisees are adorned with, 
find them where you may. So perfect was this garment that there was 
not one of the dreadful diseases or evils which" the Fall" brought in, 
but the omnipotent and beneficient charity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
overcame and cured it. Then came up 

Sixthly-The blood-sweating garment of His faithfulness, which, as 
I tried to look upon, I heard inside of me the wo1:ds spoken :-" Bind 
the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the.altar." Even now 
I cannot refrain from re-echoing :-

" This was compassion like a God
That when the Saviour knew 

The price of pardon was His blood, 
His honour ne'er withdrew." 

Seventhly-His Priestly garments, as He now appears in the presence 
of God for us, were seen in the distance. 

His "dyed garments;" when from Bozrah He shall ·come, travelling 
in the greatness of His strength, stirred my soul _in me; for. never till 
then will the powers of Anti-christ be cast down. After that final 
victory He will appear in His garments of royalty as King of kings 
and Lord of lords for ever and ever. A little more to describe these 
garments may be useful to seeking souls-if the Spirit will help their-
servant in the Gospel, C. W. B. 

MY CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 
BY FRANCIS COLLINS, BAPTIST MINISTER, PLYMOUTH. 

THE unfailing promise God has given to His Church is, "And I will 
give you pastors according to Mine heart, which shall feed you 

with knowledge and understanding" (Jer. iii. 15). The great com
mission of Christ to Ilis disciples, and through them, by the Spirit, to 
His ministers, through all time is, " Go ye into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.'' Intellectual gifts, however shining, ex
teMirn and profitabl~ to their possessors, do not constitute a call to the 
Gospel ministry. " Though I speak with the tongues of men, and of 
angels, and iave not charity (God's love shed abroad in the heart), I 
am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal." A merely gifted 
preacher, with his philosophy and elocution, is the tinkling cymbal: he 
plays skilfully, his music touches and influences the natural mind, so 
that the multitude who hear him will dance a profitable response; yet 
the cymbal has no divine life: the cloud is empty of heavenly dew: the 
well, though deep, has no spiritual springing: it gives pleasure to the 
intellectual and carnal; when they have done their work, they are cast 
aside as spurious metal. The Lord's ministers are called, " Servants of 
God," servants of Jesus Christ, servants of the Church for Christ's sake;. 
they have one Master, the Lord Jesus. '• Let a man," that is, every 
man, "so account of us, as of the ministers of Jesus Christ." Christ 
calls them to their work, sustains them in it. Ministers are also spoken 
of as stewards, whose office is the highest in the household; to whom is 
committed the keeping of the Master's property; and to them are en-



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 105 

trusted the keys that open the Master's treasures; the ministerial 
stewards of Christ's house possess the keys of the house, that they may 
bring forth from the treasury things new, and things old, for the edifica
tion and satisfaction of the members of the household. They are also 
"labourers;" we are, says the apostle, "labourers together with God;" 
the work is not man's work, but God's work. He calls them; anoints 
them; employs them; goes with them; works by them. Without God's 
presence there is no breaking up the fallow ground of the heart, no sow
ing of good seed in good ground, no strengthening the weak hands of 
faith, no confirming feeble knees, no feeding the hungry, no healing the 
sick, no casting up the highway above the wintry floods of temptation, 
and the awfully stagnant marshes of the corruptions and abominations of 
the flesh, to the sight and encouragment of the weather-beaten traveller; 
no showing to the joy of little faith the covert from the tempest, and 
place of safe retreat from the wild beast of the wilderness; no rock of 
safety from the fowler of hell. No, no, these labourers cannot be useful 
nor contented apart from God's special grace, special presence, special 
qualifications. 

The Lord had in special mercy brought me through many dis
tressing exercises of soul; had graciously delivered me from the galling 
yoke of the law of works. He had filled my soul with the precious 
peace and liberty of the Gospel, having drank largely of the wormwood 
and the gall; by the great good11ess of my heavenly Father, I was 
favoured to drink plentifully of the sweet elevating wine of the kingdom 
of Jesus! Then a: strong desire sprang up in my soul to go and tell to 
others 

" What a dear Saviour I had found ; " 

to go and bear testimony to others of the riches of God's free and sovereign 
grace as manifested to me in the deliverance of my soul, the chief of 
sinners. I had been ready to sink in black despair; the sentence of death I 
carried within daily. I had no plea to urge .why inflexible Justice should 
not cut me off froi;xl the land of the living, and appoint me to eternal perdi
tion. Perish I should, was the only conclusion of my thoughts. But, 
oh, precious, glorious grace! I was shown Jesus Christ upon the cross, 
bearing away my, even my guilt, and my sin. The quickening word 
entered: "I have suffered this for thee:" my soul leaped forth out of the 
pit wherein is no water. A little of the grace contained in that word rested 
upon my branch, "The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the 
Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek, He bath 
sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captive, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;'' for I felt 

"If all the world my Saviour knew, 
Then all the world would love Him too," 

The Bible now presented itself to me as a new chart of the spiritual 
world, the new Jesusalem; its pages unfolded to my view sparkling 
beauties; its doctrines, its precepts, its principles, its promises, were read 
by me as with new eyes; sweet life-giving refreshing streams of spiritual 
peace and jl)y flowed into my soul from Uhrist, the Fountain. Through 
these blessed channels I became astonished at my blindness. I had many 
times read the same Scriptures; but their precious beauties and wondrous 
treasures had not been seen. Now they were clear to my view. At 
-such seasons my fears, doubts, unbelief, and troubles, all rolled away, 
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while I feasted upon the precious Lamb, the precious efficacy of which 
would make me weep and sing, pray aud adore. 

" Sweet are the moments, rich in blessing, 
'Which before the cross we spentl," 

These. soul-refreshing seasons were not of. long continuance; clouds 
overshadowed my mind; feats prevailed. Oh, thought I, perhaps, after 
all, I am deceive~ What an awful condition to be in, to go preaching 
to others, unsent by God, and uncalled by Jesus Christ! These thoughts 
filled me with an inward trembling, causing me to cry unto the Lord to 
preserve me from self-deception, and from taking the solemn step of going 
forth to preach the Gospel without His commission and His presence 
with me. As a member of the Church of Christ I availed myself of the 
pri,ileges of membership, taking every opportunity of attending upon 
the meetings for prayer, hearing the Word, and the Lord's Supper, I 
became established in the things of God. 

A p ATTERN DEACON. 

The prayer meetings were conducted by one of the deacons, a man of 
Goe.; of a spiritual mind; of quick discernment; of rough exterior; a 
terror to hypocrites; of generous impulse to God's ministers and His 
poor people. I loved this man's company, being one who was well dis
ciplined in the school of tribulation. A personal intimacy grew up. be
tween us, which continued until the Lord called him home; being 
blessed with a teachable spirit; anxious to be taught more perfectly the 
more excellent way, I have listened to him as he has opened up the way 
God led him forth from the world, and showed forth the blessedness of 
the Gospel, until I have been melted with comfort, which dropped into 
my hearL while he bas been speaking, my soul became charged with the 
truth of God's Gospel, and an ardent desire to go and tell the great 
things the Lord had done for my soul. 

I tried to put away these thoughts; I had no one in the ministry to 
take me by the hand, my abilities were not equal to the work; besides, it 
was clear to me that to take such a step would cost me my situation, 
and involve myself and family in poverty. I endeavoured to stifle that 
feeling which would incline me to the solemn work; the forebodings of 
distress, and the darkness which surrounded the prospect, made me 
miserable beyond expression. 

THE PROMISE G !VEN. 

As I was returning from the morning service one Sabbath, passing 
Bethlehem HospiLal, Lambeth Road, and reasoning upon the difficulties 
of my future course, the Word of the Lord came into my soul, so that in 
a moment every fear departed-" Thy bread shall be given thee, and thy 
water shall be sure." Happiness filled me, victory was given over all 
my forebodings; "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me 
bless His holy Name.'' "Known unto God are all His works from the 
beginning;" His blessed wisdom shines conspicuously in creation, in 
providence; but pre-eminently so in the operations of His grace, in the 
quickening, calling, sustaining, and sanctifying of His Elect, and in 
fitting t,hem for the spheres to which they are appointed in His Church 
below; each member of the body having its distinct place and office to 
fill. In the school of grace I had been educated, in the lessons of ex-
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perimental godliness ( a school to be preferred to any of the English or 
continental Colleges). The blessed Spirit witnessed with my spirit that I 
was a child of God, and if a child, then an heir of God, and a joint-heir 
with Jesus Christ. I was taught the great mystery of the Three in One, 
the Father in His everlasting love, and choice of His Church; the Son 
being made sin for them, that they might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him; the Spirit quickening and bringing them into the know
ledge of the Father's everlasting love, and the Son's redeeming mercy, 
according to the covenant purpose and grace given them in Christ before 
the world began; I saw plainly none could make a true and faithful 
minister of the New Testament bnt God. 

THE STAND-STILL. 

Thus I was brought to the decision that I would make no attempt 
to preach, nor put myself in the way of attempting it, until the Lord 
should send for me. He knew my difficulties; He knew my address. If 
He had any work for me to do, He would send for me. Should He send 
for me, then, whatever distress my going might cause, go I would. 
This resolve I made secretly before the Lord with earnest prayer. 

At the prayer meeting, being called upon to read and "expound " 
on two occasions, I was informed that God blessed the Word, as 
spoken, to the souls of some of the people. This gave encourage
ment. I could not stifle the feeling.a I possessed. Several attempts 
to avoid the work were made; every attempt met with failure: there 
was no friend who could sympathise with me. Sometimes my nature, 
under temptation, would become so discontented, that my soul was 
shaken to its very centre. Satan suggested it would be better to die than 
endure such disquietude. Affliction, and my foolish heart ready to enter
tain the thought, impelled me to leave my home with an awful recklessness 
of feeling as to my destiny. God intervened, in covenant mercy, for 
my deliverance: my heart was broken under a sight of my rebellion. 
I was laid low in the exhaustion of all my strength: tears of repentance, 
mournings for the.joy of salvation, with one look upon Hrn: who bore 
my sins, filled me with solemn joy and surprise. Then, like one in his 
right mind, I sat at the Redeemer's ·feet; being chastened and instructed, 
I smote upon my thigh, and felt a blessed hope that Ephraim was a son 
and a pleasant child. Oh, the infinite patience and lovingkindness of 
the Lord I Who is a God like unto our God ! He retaineth not His 
anger for ever. My soul now, like a weaned child, saw the Lord in His 
own time would appear. I am not ashamed of being so great a debtor 
to covenant mercy: it has discharged my debts to law and to justice; 
it has ransomed me from the power of the dog; it has enlightened my 
eyes; it has spoken pardon to my guilty soul, aud brought into the 
conscience peace, through the blood of the cross, with which nothing 
in this world will bear comparison. Where sin abounded, grace doth 
much more abound. 

One day I was informed a message had been sent from ]\fr. B--, 
a deacon of the Church that he desired to see me. I went to his 
house; he said, " Brothe1'. C., I have sent for you to ask if you will go 
in~o the country and preach the Gosl?e~?" I asked h~m ~ow he could 
~hmk such a thing? He replied, a mm1ster came to him rn the morn
mg to inquire if he knew of a person he could recommend to go to 
Aylesbury to preach. I informed him, I did; "it had been laid on my 
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mind the Lord had a work for you to do in the ministry: now I have 
sent for you to ask you if you will go?" I felt surprised; yet, 
remembering my vow before the Lord, that if He opened the way and 
called me to the work, I would go and leave the consequences with 
Him. Being persuaded the matter was of the Lord, I consented. I felt 
I was come to the hour of trial; to a new source of exercise. How 
shall I preach, so as to be assured that I am God's mouth to the people? 
What shall be my text? Feeling jealous, lest I should appear in another 
man's clothes and deceive the people. I realised the solemnity of 
being God's mouth to the people. I cried unto the Lord to preserve me 
from all deception. I determined I would consult no book but the 
Bible. I was anxious for a confinnation that my going was of the 
Lord. At the appointed time, with much trembling, I went forth like 
the shepherd boy, with a few stones I had picked from the brook of 
God's truth, to bear testimony against the giant of sin, and in behalf 
of the glorious Conquerer, the Lord Jesus Christ. These two general 
subjects were the preaching God gave to me, viz., The fall, and total 
helplessness of man to deliver himself; and the glorious sufficiency of 
Christ to absolutely and eternally save man according to the riches of 
the Father's grace, and invincible power of the Holy Ghost. The Lord 
was pleased to help me to preach three times, and to speak with some 
liberty of soul; but, immediately after leaving the chapel in the even
ing, a temptation came with darkness, never again to open my mouth 
in public. I hasted to my lodgings, ashamed to see or speak to any one. 
The people sent to say God had blessed this Word to their souls, and 
they desired to hear me again, which led me to accept invitations to 
preach at various places in the neighbourhood of London. 

Thus, having related some of the circumstances and evidences of 
my Divine call to the work of the ministry, and for more than a quarter 
of a century have been employed as pastor and preacher, it may be 
asked if I have repented, or have had cause to regret going forth in the 
solemn work? I answer, "No! none whatever." Has the Lord fulfilled 
His promise, as to needful supplies? I answer, the Lord bas been 
faithful to the very letter: not one thing has failed me of all that the 
Lord has promised; my own infirmities, ingratitude, and failures have 
been conspicuous; the hate of foes, and afflictions from friends, inward 
opposition, and outward disappointments have at times filled my soul 
with agonizing fears; but God bas never failed in His blessed mani
festations of friendship, "bread has been given me, my water has been 
sure:" doors of usefulness have been continuously opened, grace according 
to my day has been supplied, enabling me to bear witness to the Truth, as 
He has given me to see it with my eyes to look upon, and my hands 
have handled by the Word of Life. Offers of financial help have been 
made me from organized funds of the Baptist connexion, which have 
been respectfully declined. The Lord has supplied my wants from the 
voluntary liberality of the people to whom I have ministered; and 
while my natural taste would have led me to seek for intellectual 
gratifications, and learned displays of science and pliilosophy, so-called, 
the Lord has preserved me from that snare. My labours have been with 
the poor of the flock; though I have not escaped temptations to pursue 
the flesh-pleasing policy of pandering to the rich; long seasons of dark
ness, deep convictions of my inability and follies; have gone to the 
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pnlpit in chains, found sweet liberty in preaching; and then returned 
to my condition of bondage. The Lord has not "suffered me to run 
away from my work, nor to fall a prey to the foe." Still I sing-

" A debtor to mercy alone, 
Of covenant mercy I sing." 

Thus has God raised up one, and him as good as dead; an orphan, 
poor and afflicted, to preach the unsearchable riches of the Gospel of 
the grace of God; one uneducated for the work by men; one who has 
been signally sustained by God in His providence, though despised by 
the Scribes and Pharisees. What, then, shall I say? My boast is this, 
that under the heavens, nor above the heavens, none are more indebted 
to free and sovereign grace than myself, nor under greater obligations 
to speak well of mercy and faithfulness to me, who, for the Gospel of 
Jesus, was called to sacrifice my only and my whole source of a temporal 
maintenance for myself and family. Let His Name be praised from 
this time forth and for evermore. Amen. F. COLLINS. 

Corpus Christi, Stonehouse, March 4th, 1876. 

DIVINE INS PI RATION NOT IDENTICAL 
WITH GENIUS! 

BY W. WINTERS. 

IT is a prevailing idea with many able and learned disputants, whose 
. Christianity we venture not to question, that the genius or vast 

inventive powers of the human mind, as displayed in the writings of 
the classic literati of modern times, is identical with that divine 
afflatus divinitus inspirata which accompanied the writers of the 
Old and New Testament in their work and labour of love (2 Pet. i. 21). 
Such an idea, however, with all the force of argument or gloss of 
langnage, cannot be established with propriety as consistent with divine 
revelation. For if the works of Homer, Plato, Shakespeare, Scott and 
others are to be termed inspired, simply because they are popular 
with the world and have outlived the works of inferior writers of the 
same school; then is the inspiration of the Bible superlatively highE:r 
in its nature and more effective in its course of action. It cannot be 
doubted but that the wonderful intuitive knowledge, or capacity for 
thought with which some persons are naturally born is a supernatural 
gift of no mean order, and which is beyond the purchase of any by mere 
mental labour, yet still this gift, with all its natural qualifications, is 
not rightly to be compared with either the plenary or verbal inspiration 
known to the writers of the Scriptures. Natural genius is an inborn power, 
that can measure with mathematical precision the starry host, and 
every movement in the upper sky, "from the eccentric orbit of a 
comet to the regular beat of Jupiter, and Saturn and Earth," yea, 
"Genius splendidly guesses" in determining the cause and effect of 
all external laws, but it fails to grasp and unfold the mighty probl~ms 
couched within the sacred pages of that blessed Book, the Author ofwh1ch. 
rightly to know, is life eternal,-

" 0, Book that helps the reader's eyes, 
The well to cleanse the sin it shews, 
That makes unto salvation wise, 
Which he that bath the Spirit knows! 

I 
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0 Book of books, removing doubt I 
When God, its Author, speake to me; 
Thy words do search and find me out, 
And I my God find ou~ in Thee.'' 

Genius has done gTeat things, but inspiration has infinitely superseded 
it. And this God has openly shewed to us in His choice of men both 
learned and unlearned to pen the wondrous transcript of His own mind 
and will, every word of which is divinely inspired. This is not to say 
that every mistake made by the early copyist is inspired, any more 
than it is to say that translators, transcribers or printers are infallible or 
inspired. Inspiration triumphs over genius and is not affected by the 
weakness of the mental functions of the outer man. Thus we see that the 
testimony of St. Peter and St. John, who were in the world's eyes 
ignorant and unlearned, is as full of meaning and as equally useful to 
the saving of the soul as that of St. Luke or St. Paul. The writings 
of Moses, although he as a man was favoured with great knowledge in 
the arts and sciences of the Egyptians, and moreover was highly blessed 
of God as a saved man-savour not more of the Spirit of God, and are 
not more trustworthy vehicles of the divine will, than the writings of 
those n1lgarly called the minor prophets. The inspired Word of God 
cannot be fully comprehended or rightly explained by the unassisted 
powers of any man, as "no prophecy is of self soluti'on." .And the 
blessing is, no man can render it "invalid" or ineffectual where the 
Holy Ghost determines to work by it. Dr. Pye Smith observed that it 
"was essential to the scheme of prophecy that it should not be of self
solution, meaning tbat it could not be explained from itself by any 
scrutiny of its own terms, till light should be cast upon it by the 
event; for the Scripture prophecies are not detached predictions of 
separate independent events, but are united in system, all terminating 
in one great object-the promulgation of the Gospel and the complete 
establishment of the Messiah's kingdom." .Aud the reason is, as 
Bloomfield suggests, on the authority of Horsley, that the predictions or 
prophecies of the prophets did not originate in their own minds, like their 
own private thoughts and sentiments. .All Scripture, says the apostle, 
is given by inspiration, and is not of any private interpretation. It was 
not even in the power of the prophets to interpret that to others which 
God spoke to them, without divine assistance. Inspiration is therefore 
independent of genius or any human power; and reason, though it be 
an excellent principle in man, must not intrude, where spiritual faith 
alone is required, though the former may be a substitute for the latter 
in the religion of the natural man, it can never prove a satisfactory 
equivalent in the true service of God; for without faith it is impossible 
to please God or to be pleased with God. 

Church Yard, Waltham .Abbey. 

Lord, give us grnce to trace everything to Thee. If the pathway be 
rough, it is needful, if the waves be turbulent, they are but obeying Thy 
bidding. Does Satan harass, does the world oppress, do false brethren 
betray? .All is according to Thy will. Oh, may we be passive in Thy 
hand! 
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MR. EDGERTON'S EXPERIENCE IN FEW WORDS. 

WE have noticed the exposure of the awfully-dangerous doctrines 
of the Unitarians, as given in a sermon by Mr. W. F. Edgerton. 

The following epitome of his experience is worthy of special notice. 
He says:-

UNITARI.AN TEACHING CONTRADICTS MY OWN EXPERIENCE. l 
put it in this form, because one of the lecturers, taking for his subject 
Why am I a Unitarian? answered the question thus,-Because of a 
personal experience. Allow me, therefore, the same ground. My youth
ful days were spent in sin and folly; I was far from God by wicked 
works, not outwardly, but my heart was dead in every sense to God; my 
only idea of religion was drawn from the attractions of Ritualism, 
and I admired the externals. Among a white-robed choir I took my 
place on Sabbaths and Saints'-days, and my mind was at ease. It 
pleased God to direct my feet to a Baptist Chapel; there I was convinced 
of sin, and brought to tremble as a breaker of God's law. I wept and 
prayed, I saw my danger and felt my load, I strove to make my own 
peace, but either broke my vows or forgot them, I saw no true joy until, 
upon an occasion which I shall never forget, a flood of light broke in 
upon my soul: I saw that all my sins were laid on Jesus-He bore the 
-curse of the law for me, and now there was no condemnation ; I burst 
.forth into singing, 

· " Sweet the moments, rich in blessing, 
Which before the cross I spend ; 

Life and health and peace possessing, 
From the sinner's dying .Friend." 

I joined myself to the Church by baptism; my soul soon began to pant 
to tell out a Saviour's love. After a season of care and prayer, a loving 
Church bade me God-speed in ministerial work. I no sooner began to 
preach than sinners were converted, careless and godless ones were 
brought into the fold, and many a soul was brought from sin to holiness 
by the same Gospel which bad proved effectual in my case. Still, in 
measure, that work goes on; I preach the same Gospel, and God owns it. 
I have been in temptation, affliction, and sorrow, wave upon wave has 
gone over my head, but this glorious Gospel of the blessed God has al
ways sustained me; therefore I most unhesitatingly say, I cannot be
no-I cannot be a Unitarian. My soul needs better rest than that. 

[When our risen Redeemer led His disciples out as far as to Bethany, the Sun 
of Righteousness shone clearly. They "saw Him!'' "they worshipped Him! " they 
"returlled to Jerusalem with great joy." "They were continually in the temple 
praising and blessing God." But very soon after they went forth to preach the 
Gospel, the clouds began to gather; erroneous men with fatal heresies sprung up 
thick and fast; through seas of blood the Church has had to wade, and now, in more 
angelic forms, the same delusions abound. We, are glad therefore, to find any young 
-men contending for the truth.-'-En.] 

ANOTHER SMITHFIELD NOT FAR DISTANT . 
.A DARK SPECIMEN OF THE MOORGATE STREET HALL PROCEEDINGS. 

I T may interest your readers to hear that (in a sense) one of the best 
meetings for the glory of the Redeemer took place to-day at the 

Moorgate Street Prayer Meeting, since the so-called late revival. Most 
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people are aware of the way these meetings are conducted. After the 
address is given, the meeting is generally thrown open for remarks, or 
for prayer: but on this occasion the leader, seeing several men of truth 
present, would not allow the meeting to be thrown open. A dear 
brother in the Lord ,T esus, Mr. Cox,* asked the chairman to be allowed 
to speak for one minute in prayer to God, or to the people, but was in
stantly stoppe~. He asked again at the close of the meeting, bnt was 
refused; and m a moment two or three of the Arminian School laid 
hold of him by the collar, as though he was a thief, or a robber, and 
commenced putting him out: but he shook them off, and went on his 
way out at the front entrance. During this, a dear old grey-headed saint 
a Mr. Shri-ve, stood up to speak a word on behalf of Mr. Cox. In ~ 
moment a Mr. -- commenced the most violent treatment on this 
poor old saint, by dragging him into the vestry, and turning him into 
the street, and slamming the door in his face. As I did not like to see 
my brethren treated in such a manner, I made my way up the aisle, and 
was met by Mr. --, who at once took me by the collar, although I 
had not spoken a word; bnt he knew I was dead against the Arminian 
and Free-will School. Had I not the grace of God in me, he would 
haw been down on his back; but "the weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but mighty through God:" and this passage came home with 
power to my heart: "They shall put you out of the synagogues; yea, 
the tim,e cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth 
God service." And I have no doubt this man thought he was doing 
God semce by laying his hands on us. 

The place was all in an uproar. I thought it was a good meeting, 
because it will help to separate the people of God from the world of 
professors, who speak of the Eternal God so lightly; and make His sal
vation so cheap as to be picked up when they please. It is my solemn 
impression that thousands will tumble into the burning lake with their 
heads fnll of this kind of religion. Ought not the conduct of to-day's 
prayer meeting be made a matter of the deepest concern an.d solemnity 
to the saints belonging to the Lord J eslli!? Would it not be better for 
those who set themselves in authority to be teachers, to remain dumb, 
and ask themselves if they do not need to be taught instead of attempt
ing to teach? Ought not the conduct of such physical force to . free 
citizens ( as shewn to-day) create deep searching of heart to know if such 
rash acts that terminated to-day's meeting is indicative of living faith in 
Christ? 

Yours in Christ, through His election and predestination, 
THOMAS ALPIN TAYLOR. 

28, De Beauvoir Square, Kingsland, 
March 2nd, 1876. 

[We are bound to thank Mr. Taylor for this note of warning. The Ministers and 
Churches of truth should unite together, convene a public meeting, and send forth a 
trumpet-tongued exposure of these deadly errors, and a faithful exposition o!' the 
way of salvation. We have painfully proved for many years that the most wwked 
enemies the most cruel foes of God's people, and of Christ's Gospel, are these pro
fessors ~nd preachers of a universal and free-will delusion. Nearly all the popular 
and wealthy persons and Churches are in league with them. Every man who has a 
grain of true faith in hie soul, should exert himself to make this wickedness known 
to all who are by it being awfully deceived.-En.] 

* An eminent artist, originally a Member at the Surrey Tabernacle. 
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"FATHER! I AM REDEEMED BY THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 
, OF CHRIST ! " 

A RECORD OF THE FIRST AND AFTER WORKS OF SAVING GRACE. 

[With sacred plea~ure we give the following truthful testimony. To every saved 
soul it will carry its own witness.-En.] 

THE LATE MR. PHILIP BUGGS, OF CAPEL, KENT. 
Bv R. BURBRIDGE, 

Minister of How Street Chapel, Plymouth. 

WHAT I write I know from personal acquaintance with him; the Lord 
gave me a place in his heart, and he gave me a place in his house, 

in his farm, in his vehicle, in his bed; so I gathered the incidents of bis 
life while we talked together by the way. 

From tender age his father took him to hear the Gospel at Hadlow, 
Kent. In early life the Lord showed him the necessity of the new 
birth; the Lord shot the arrow of conviction into his conscience, from 
which he never recovered till brought to that fountain opened for sin 
and uncleanness, even the Saviour's atoning blood, which cleanseth us 
from all sin. This wounding for sin made him cry, " Carry me out of 
the host, for I am wounded." He found trouble and sorrow, heart
rending sorrow for sin. ETERNITY was opened to him, the Spirit 
quickened his soul from a state of death into life; he not only saw he 
was a guilty, hell-deserving sinner, but he felt it. It is the office of the 
Holy Spirit to convince the elect world of sin, of righteousness and 
judgment. He confessed before God that he was a lost sinner, deserving 
the righteous indignation of a holy God, and the torments of hell for 
ever. Oh, how he cried to God to have mercy upon his never-dying 
soul; the sins of his youth awoke in bis breast. The Spirit of God's 
righteous law ploughed up the fallow ground of his heart. Sovereign 
grace broke up the dark cells of iniquity. He found he was a mental 

. sinner, there was sin in his thoughts, in his looks, in bis words, in his 
prayers; he was cursed when he lay down, cursed when he got up, 
cursed at home and in the field. Then he would cry out in the bitter
ness of his soul, "How shall I escape the condemnation of hell?" Oh, 
how he wished he had never been born. He shed tears of holy contrition 
in the fields, barns, hop-gardens, and in the woods; he would pray for 
mercy, and beseech God not to let the pit shut her mouth upon him. 
These deep discoveries of a sinner's lost state before a holy God brought 
him to feel his real need of JESUS CHRIST to wash his guilty soul from 
from all the defilements of sin. He would say, " Justice seems to stand 
as with a drawn sword, to cut me off, saying, 'Pay me that thou owest ! 
perfection is my demand! nothing that is unholy can enter heaYen! '" 
Fully persuaded that where sin was found, eternal 1nmisbment must 
follow. It is the Spirit's work to show a poor sinner where he is and 
what he is-to cut us off the old stock, that we may be grafted into the 
good olive tree; to empty that He may fill, to wound and to heal, to kill 
and to make alive. Nothing but the sheer mercy of God through Jesus 
Christ could meet his case. " This poor man cried unto the Lord, and 
the Lord heard him, and delivered him from all his troubles." 

Thus have I shown the work of regeneration by the Spirit of God, 
.and the conviction of sin in the heart of one of God's redeemed children. 
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&r-ondly, his deliverance through the pardoning blood of Jesus Christ. 
The time drew on when this sincere seeker was to become a finder. 
One da:,. he was on the farm with his father (his father feared the Lord, 
and knew what it was to be convinced .of sin, to cry to God for mercy, 
and to recei,e a full pardon of all his sins through an application of the 
blood of Jesus Christ in his own soul). He watched all these things in 
the departed very closely; all on a sudden he saw a change take place 
in him, the gloom fell off his countenance, he looked up cheerfully, his 
eyes sparkling with holy joy; be said, "Father," I am redeemed by the 
precious blood of Christ! The Lord has just spoken to my heart by 
His Spirit, with these words, 'Yea, I have loved thee with an ever
lasting lo,e, therefore, with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.' It came 
with great power in my soul, it hath removed the fear of hell, of judg
ment unto eternal death! sin, Satan, guilt, from my conscience all are
gone, all drowned in the atoning blood of Clu-istl All these things used 
to roll into my conscience like mountains of guilt, but as soon as God 
gave me faith, as a gTain of mustard seed, I said to these mountains of 
sin and guilt, ' Be thou removed into the midst of the sea,' and it was
done. Now I can see that God loves me ! now I can see how God can 
be just, and yet the Justifier of them that believe in Jesus. As far as 
the east is from the west, so far bath He removed my transgressions 
from me. Jesus bath offered Himself a sacrifice for my sin; God 
accepted it of Christ, the Spirit bears witness with my spirit that I am 
a free man, for if the Son of God shall make me free, then am I free
indeed ! " Peace flowed unto bis conscience like a river, and joy like
an overflowing stream. He found joy and peace in believing; he that 
was far off was now made nigh by the blood of Christ. Thus be ex
perienced a complete remission or removal of all bis sins, past, present,. 
and to come. The one perfect offering of Jesus Christ swept away into. 
the shades of oblivion every particle of sin. 

" .All sunk as in a shoreless flood; 
.All drowned as in a Saviour's blood:" 

gone for ever, his sins, by Divine imputation, laid on Christ, while his 
soul shone forth in the spotless splendour of the Redeemer's righteous
ness, accepted in the Beloved. 

He was baptized at Hadlow, Kent, by William House, in 1859; stood 
in Church membership until his death. Passing over many years we 
come to · 

Hrs LAST ILLNESS .AND DE.A.TH. 

He was confined home about six weeks; during this time he suffered 
much. His affliction was bronchitis and inflammation. The Lord 
favoured him with many sweet love visits, which were a comfort and sup-
port to his soul. The Spirit brought _many Scriptures and. promises t~ 
his heart such as " the house built upon the rock, 1t fell not.' 
"No" said he, "my house has not fallen, it is built upon the Rock; all' 
my hope and expectation for heaven, and acceptance with God, is built 
alone on the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ." Also, "Loose 
him and let him go.'' The Lord was preparing his mind for his exit 
from earth to heaven. Also, "These all died in faith," faith being the 
gift of God, they all possessed i~, c~ll~d th_e faith of _God'~ elect? ~he 
faith that worketh by Jove. It 1s a hvmg faith that believes m the hvmg 
Saviour's perfections, cleaves to the perfections of Jesus Christ, the 
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perfect holiness of Christ, the perfect atonement, the perfect redemption 
and justification of ,Jesus Christ, and in His perfect righteousness; 
although sinners in themselves, yet they have all got hold of that which 
in itself is perfect, which will save the soul. For " surely shall one 
say, in the Lord have I righteousness and strength." The one, viz., 
the one saved, predestinated, justified, redeemed, blood-washed Church 
of Christ, and no others ever come here. The Lord's Prayer (so-called) 
was with him. The disciples asked the Lord to teach them to pray; 
He only can teach us to say, "our Father. It is a great thing for a 
dying man to call God his Covenant-Father, who hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope, through the resurrection of Jesus. "Give us this 
day our daily bread." Christ is the Bread of Life, the great Family-loaf; 
Christ's flesh is meat, indeed, viz., sufferings of Christ for sin which He 
suffered in His flesh become food for heaven-born souls. He had his 
dark seasons, his temptations, wearisome hours, but they were soon 
removed like a passing cloud before the sun. The Spirit's illuminations 
in his soul gave him a sense of interest in the mediatorial work of Jesus 
Christ. This lifted his blood-redeemed soul out of the horrible pit of 
sin and sorrow, this put his feet upon the Rock (Christ Jesus), estab
lished his goings in the liberty of the Gospel, put a new song into his 
mouth, even praise unto God. He sometimes spoke sweetly of eternity, 
of leaving the world, and sin and sorrow behind, with all his inbred 
corruptions, for that sweet rest that remains for the people of God. 

The last Sabbath on earth he spent much in prayer and silent com
munion with God; but the time of his departure was come. One Saturday 
night at 10.15, Feb. 6th, 1875, he resigned his soul to God that gave it, 
in the presence of his friends, brothers and sisters, who had showed him 
every kind attention through his illness. Every means was used for his 
recovery, but Christ was come into His garden to gather a lily, so He 
took him home to be for ever with the Lord. His end was peace. 

I was engaged to preach his funeral sermon at Boro' Green Baptist 
Chapel, Feb. 21st. Many friends came from long distances, some from 
Maidstone, Brenchley, Tonbridge, Hadlow, and Sevenoaks. His father 
lost a loving, dutiful son; the Church at Hadlow, a true lover of Jesus 
Christ; the brothers and sisters, an affectionate, loving brother; the 
servants, a good master: this they testified to me when there. "The 
memory of the just is blessed, but the name of the wicked shall rot." 
He died in the prime of life-he was never married. The incidents of 
his sickness and death I received from his dear sister Bertha, who was 
one of his chief companions in life, his nurse in his sickness, and, as far 
as nature could help, his comfort in death. He left his father, two 
brothers, and four sisters, who loved him most sincerely, to mourn his 
loss. 

BY HIS SISTER. 

A few of the new covenant mercies of a Triune-God manifested to 
our late beloved brother Philip Buggs. Deceased was born at Ryarsh, 
September 5th, 1838, removed in childhood with his parents, Richard 
and Sarah Buggs, to East Peckham ; where be was brought up to 
attend the means of grace, but not willingly; and where he remained 
to the age of nineteen years, when God in His providence removed him 
~o C~urch Farm, Capel, January 4th, 1858. 'Yhen in a fe'Y ~onth~ God 
m His sovereignty wrought powerfully upon his soul, convmcmg him of 
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sin, of right.eousness, and judgment to come. Such was his burden of 
sin and guilt, he would often retire with his Bible to the buildings, and 
pour out his heart for mercy, "Say unto my soul I am Thy salvation." 
After the space of six months, when in the fields, the dear Lord through 
rich mercy manifested Himself unto hiin in speaking with an Almighty 
power into his heart those precious words, "Yea, I have loved with an 
ewrlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn thee." 
Led him by precious faith to Calvary, to bless him who is the All and in 
All of the sinner's salvation, then led him to view the heights and depths of 
His lo,e, causing him to rejoice with a joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
Soon after this his mind was exercised as to His loving commands, and 
was in mercy led to testify his love to a precious Redeemer by following 
Him through the ordinance of baptism, at the Strict Baptist Church at 
Hadlo"W, on July 31st, 1859, and admitted into Church fellowship 
the Lord's-day following, August 7th, where he remained an honourable 
and consistent member until his death; that ministry being alone 
acceptable to him which most exalts a precious Christ, and lays the 
sinner low. Still being in an enemy's land, and the Lord withdrawing 
the light of His countenance, found he had much to combat with from 
within and without, had especial trials and duties involved upon him, 
but all-sufficient grace from day to day, testifying to the world though 
in it he was not of it. Nearing the close, when in converse with him, 
he would often say, I don't know what the Lord is about to do with 
me, but my mind of late is kept looking to the end of my journey, 
respecting the whole of hymn 745 (Denham's):-

" And am I blest with Jesus' love, 
And shall I dwell with Him above?" &c. 

We having spent the time of our sojourning here together seventeen 
years, mingling our joys with our sorrows, the dear Lord, in infinite 
wisdom, laid His hand of affliction upon him, his pains of body being 
beyond expression ; and speaking powerfully to him, "Loose him and l~t 
him go,'' was enabled to lay passive in His hands and know no will 
but His. Sufferings being so intense, his mind was sometimes dark, 
but, through mercy, Satan was not permitted to harass him, an~ at 
intervals of pain, he would say what an unspeakable mercy to be right 
for eternity had I have had nothing to have rested on since I have 
known the dear Lord but my frames and feelings, what should I have 
done? but bless His precious name, my soul is safe upon the Rock, I 
have no other hope, and no other refuge. Hebrews xi. was excee?ingly 
precious to him. In five weeks he was_ rel~ased ~om a body of sm and 
sufferings. "And death swallowed up m victory. 

May these imperfect fragm~nts re~ound_ to t~e honour and glory of 
a Triune-God is the heart's desire of his lovmg sister, 

Church Farm, Capel, Feb. 21st, 1876. BERTHA. 

God pricks in the heart those toward whom He has a favour : and 
what is the effect of this prick of love ? They cry out, with the 
publican, " God be merciful to me a sinner," or with the jailor, 
"What must I do to be saved" ? Would to God we could see amongst 
you more of this anxiety and soul-travail I 
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NEW-MAN THOUGHTS AND GOD'S SOUL-DELIGHTING 
COMFORTS. 

Bv GEORGE PUNG, 
Minister oj the Tabernacle, Lower Norwood. 

"In the multitude of my thoughts within me (let) Thy comforts delight 
my soul."-Psa. xciv. 19. 

THE awakened man is a spiritually-thinking man and many and 
various are his thoughts. There are thoughts that appertain to 

outward things, these ofttimes are like a motley throng, causing confusion 
and pain. But the thoughts of the text are inward thoughts, thoughts 
within, new-man thoughts. Oh, how many of these pass through the man 
of God in a day, some giving great pain, and some great pleasure; 
thoughts of sin, of declensions and soul departures from Christ the Lord. 
Meditations upon doctrine, promise, precept, and example; thoughts 
of life, death, and eternity; thoughts that puzzle, perplex and bewilder; 
thoughts that depress, cast down and wound; thoughts that elevates 
~harm and captivate; thoughts that contract the heart, and thoughts, 
that expand it to almost boundless dimensions, reveries of the celestial 
land, the bright inheritance of saints; thoughts that are murky and 
dank; the pastor has his thoughts that are variable, and often tend to 
make the man prematurely old; the Christian Editor has his, the deacon 
has his, the Christian father and business man has his, and the Christian 
wife and mother she has hers likewise. Now, in the multitude of 
these thoughts (let) Thy comforts delight my soul-" Thy comforts." 
No one else can comfort, He is the Comforter, He knows how to 
-do it; we try and fail, not for lack of good intentions, but for 
lack of power to give effect to our efforts. Bnt the Lord never fails, no 
never-" Thy comforts," new covenant comforts, based on blood and 
·omnipotence. "Let" them do it, Lord, there are so many things in 
me to hinder. "Let Thy comforts" abound over my fears, blood over 
my sins, light over my darkness, joy over my sorrow, medicine over 
pain, consolation over grief. Place Thy shield before the foe, Lord; the 
road is rough, give me the shoes of iron and brass; the night is dark be 
a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. I do not know the way, let me 
put my hand in Thine ; I am so weak, be Thou my strength. " Let Thy 
comforts delight my soul." Let me be delighted with the thought that 
Thou art mine; if I can only realize this, then I know that, however 
weak I am, Thy strength is mine, Thy wisdom is mine, Thy grace is 
mine, yea, all Thy resources are mine in Clirist. 

ON RESTORATION TO HEALTK 
What thank-offering shall I bring 
To Thee, Thou glorious Heavenly King; 
For health restored, oh Lord, by Thee, 
To such a feeble worm as me. 
To one of Thy deserving poor ; 
Shall I present smne trifling dower? 
Lord, teach me what I now shall give, 
For Thou hast healed me, bade me live. 
All praise and glory to Thy name, 
Who heals the sick, the blind, the lame ; 
I thank Thee, Lord, for this Thy gift, 
And humble suppliant prayers uplift. 

Yeovil, Feb. 23, 1876. Gra,ulckilcl of late W. Bedder. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 
THAT AWFUL DAY WHICH WILL DEOLARE IT. 

"Who shall stand when Re appeareth ? " 

AroLLOS was a brilliant spokesman; 
but he was not the penetrating and 
heart-piercing Paul, who, when he came 
to Ephesus, " finding certain disciples 
there," said unto them, "Have ye received 
the Holy Ghost since ye believed?" 

That question is not obsolete. The 
uprising of contentious spirits, the in
flowing of controversial papers, pamph
lets, and letters plainly tell us the writers, 
the speakers, the reviewers, the authors, 
the a"ebaters, and the novelty-seekers are 
all out in a rough sea. What course to 
steer they know not; what port they will 
enter is uncertain ; who is doing right, 
and who is doing wrong, no one can tell 
them ; or if any one would venture to 
tell the truth, they will not believe him, 
One man applaudeth John Gadsby up to 
the skies; others oppose him. Some ex
tol A. J. Baxter as the first man in the 
land ; others are bitter against him. Some 
would crush poor Aikman; others say, 
If you knew the man, you would pity 
him. Friends come to us with high com
mendation of W. G. Shepherd; immedi
ately come letters and testimonies of a 
contrary character. 

On a West of England tour we took 
" A Letter to Mr. Aikman ; A Few 
Friendly Words to Mr. Rears," and "A 
Friendly Rebuke to Mr. Baxter." For 
more than sixty long years have we been 
hard on reading, writing, printing, pub
lishing, and a little speaking, but never 
have we before found ourselves so 
thoroughly overwhelmed with waves of 
controversialists as at the present. 

Leaving the Aikmans, the Baxters, the 
Gadsbys, and the Sears's this month, we 
solemnly call attention to one point. Here 
is a case: "West End" says:-" Might 
has prevailed over right ; but what means 
have they employed - levelling up and 
bearing down with a witness? Time will 
prove! Time, like fire, tries every man's 
work of what·sort it is." 

We dare not think for one moment 
that either deacons or minister would 
lend themselves to effect an end so awfully 
responsible by any means but such as arfl 
Scriptural and honourable: employed, too, 
as in the presence, and for the glory, of 
God. We are not certain that Time doth 
either try or reveal all things false and 
wicked on this earth. Can we believe 
Popery, Ritualism, Arminianism, Open 
Communi'on, and a thousand other delu
sions-right ? Certainly not ; yet for 

many, many years these systems exist 
and flourish. The Holy Ghost by Paul 
says, "Every man's work shall be made 
manifest ; for the day shall declare it 
because it shall be revealed by fire. " Yea'. 
farther, Paul saith, "Judge nothing"
fully condemn, pass a final sentence upon 
nothing-" unttl the Lord come, who 
both will bring to light the hidden things 
of darkness, and will make manifest the 
counsels of the heart; and then shall 
every man have praise of God." 

Here see-1. Wicked workers and 
their works may be hidden in dark
ness in this imperfect state. Beautifully 
dressed-up hypocrites, hardened, self
eonfident impostors, and practical idola
tors and tyrants may here have blazing 
rule over the Churches, and no power on 
earth can touch them. See-2. " The 
fire" of the Spirit, in the h~art and mind 
of a well-disciplined child of God, will 
go on "trying every man's work of what 
sort it is;" but Godly fear keepeth the 
righteous saints of God from all rash 
judgment; because-3. The Lord re
serveth unto Himself that solemn, that 
final work of '' bring>ng to light the 
hidden things of darkness; " and "until 
the Lord come," the wheat and tares will 
grow together: the sheep and goats are 
mingled together; the wise and foolish 
virgins all slumber together. The quiet, 
the God-fearing, the trembling, the 
jealous, the discerning disciples of Christ 
in our day tell us plainly no man has 
come before any of our Churches lately, 
as pastors, who have given any plain, 
powerful, Scriptural, and experimental 
heart-yielding report of their call by 
Christ and the Holy Ghost, unto the ..:Vork 
of the ministry. The Cornish emigrant 
believes "Natural gifts on the one hand, 
and a terribly bitter dogmatic spirit on the 
other, are working death in our Churches.'' 
Our Churches, like Ephraim, are "joined 
to idols," and we feel driven to the con
clusion that the Holy and the Angry One 
of Jacob has said, " Let them alone." 

What an indescribably awful day of 
fire, of discovery, of unmasking, of 
tearing off the veil which is now spread 
over all, will that day be when the Lord 
shall come! 

Pastors of Churches, ministers of every 
size and Rhape, deacons and professors of 
all degrees, do not be angry with us ! We 
will not, God helping, pass fleshly judg
ments or come to presumed conclusions 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 119 

respecting men or minietere ; we will have 
ae little to do with useless controversy as 
possible. 

But, be assured of this, we know our 
blessed Lord Jesus and His Spirit as Re
vealers of God and the true Gospel. 
With all the heartiness of a heaven-born 
love and faith, we declare "God is our 
Refuge and Strength, a very present help 
in trouble; therefore, will not we fear." 
The foundation of the Church's salvation 
is laid in . Zion by God Himself : " Let 
every man take heed how he buildeth 
thereon; " for " the day will declare it." 
So believeth the Editor. "And then 
shall every man" ( every heaven-born 
citizen and disciple, every Christ-believing, 
every Christ-adoring, every Christ-serving 
man) "have praise of God." Not till 
then! Now men are measured by their 
respectably - assumed piety, by their 
wealth, by their natural and acquired 
gifts. Paul dared to say, " All seek 
their own-not the things that are Jesus 
Christ's;" and to them, if grace prevent 
not, He will say, "Depart from Me; for I 
never knew ye." From such deceitful liv
ing now, and fro'_Il such banishment then, 
"Good Lord deliver us." 

A NOTE FROM MR. CONGREVE. 
DEAR Srn,-I write a line or two simply 

to remove, if possible, an erroneous im
pression which I find has been made in 
certain quarters-that I have changed my 
creed. 

Will you allow me to state most de
cidedly that such is not the jact. I am, 
as I ever was, and ever hope to be, a firm 
believer in the distinguishing doctrines 
of grace, and in the effectual work of the 
Holy Spirit, without whoee agency none 
can savingly believe ; and in my love for 
these glorious truths I will yield to no 
man. It is true that I will and must 
contend, as I always have contended, for 
the .preaching very fully the equally 
glor10us and blessed invitations of the 
Gospel; and the more so, because ex
perience has proved them to be the means 
of gatherh,g sinners to the cross. 

Jilut I am not, as some have wrongly 
supposed, an advocate for indiscriminate 
and unqualified invitations, or, as some 
would call it, "offers of Christ." But I 
find that the Word of God comes down 
to the lowest capacity, and to the earliest 
and scarcely-perceptible-to-the-human-eye 
germ of spiritual life. It comes to the 
"hoper,'' the "seeker," the "weary," the 
"unsatisfied," who are "spending their 
money for that which is not bread and 
their labour for that which sati~fieth 
not." While, therefore, I believe in the 
unalterable purposes of our covenant-God 

in the election of grace, I believe also in 
the most earnest, the most zealous use of 
every means that He has given us for the 
salvation of souls- to be used with 
prayerful and humble dependence on the 
Holy Spirit alone for success. Believe 
me, dear sir, ever yours in Christian 
bonds, G. T. CoNGREvE. 

"Deuteronomy and Joshua." Mr. B. 
B. Wales' Biblical Outlines are continued 
down to "Matthew." (Robert Banks, 
Racquet Court, Fleet Street.) In a two
folu point of view we notice these studies 
":ith peculiar interest. First of all, they 
silently_ r_eveal the prayerful, the patient, 
the sp1r1tual, the laborious manner in 
which the Author's time bas been occu
pied during hie residence in Plymouth. 
Se~o.ndly, they are so full of holy and 
original thought; they quietly and truth
fully unfold "the mind of the Spirit" 
throughout the whole of the Mosaic 
economy as to render them confirmatory 
of all saving truth, and comforting to 
ex~rcieed minds. That extremely eloquent 
Irish orator, whose censure is often heaped 
upon our heads because we were wicked 
enough once in his hearing to speak 
favourably of careful reading, of much 
thought, and devotional study before 
st_anding up in Christ's name to preach 
his Gospel-that seraphic senator may 
again cruelly chastise us for daring to 
r~commend all God-fearing ministers to 
give themselves more self-denyingly to 
the acquirement of all the Biblical know
ledge within their power, but we shall 
penitently accept the emitings of all such 
censorious men, because we believe the 
will of God, the providence of God 
the eternal Spirit of God has specially 
caused giant-minded saints to produce 
Biblical expositions for the edification of 
the Church of Christ throughout all 
ages. And although some, like the fiery 
seraphic referred to, may be so full of 
power that they can look with contempt 
upon every one but the prophets and 
apostles, it is quite certain all of us are 
not thus furnished. The days, however, 
are come when flippant and foolish 
speakers meet with the applause and 
greetings of the people, while contrite 
spirits and discerning minds turn away 
with pain and sorrow. 

TVhy I am not a Unitarian! A sermon 
by W. F. Edgerton, Minister of Oxford 
Road Baptist Chapel, Reading (Robert 
Banks). A course of lectures having 
been given in Reading under the auspices 
of the British and Foreign Unitarian 
Association, Mr. Edgerton was con
strained to protest against the teaching 
of those lectures, and his protest is found 
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in this sermon. The preacher first tra- I nights, criel! to God, and tears over the 
verses the dark mountains of error which I delusions of the day, than many of our
Satan has thrown up in order to eclipse modern, easy-going, light-hearted prol 
the glory of Christ.. Secondly, as a faith- feeeore would believe, though an ange 
ful witness, he brings forth the lamp of should tell it to them. God's truth, 
trut.h, opens up \.he W01·d of God, and Christ's Gospel and glory, the work of 
proves the distinct pei-eonality a11d work the Holy Spirit in implantin'g saving 
of Father_, Son, and Holy Ghost-adding grace in the hearts of the Lord's people, 
thereto his own experience of a Three- are all sacred solemnities to those who 
One Jehovah-as recorded in the Book have been "delivered unto death for 
of God and as revealed in the new hearts Jesus' sake," and "made nigh unto God 
of t.he regenerated people of God. We by the blood of Christ." Benjn. Taylor 
thank our brat.her Edgerton for this well- is a man of God, a minister of truth, a 
constructed evangelical testimony. "re zealous, honourable, and earnest defender 
shall recommend our people to read it. of the faith. He has been compelled to 
All faithful ministers should do the same. witness against some of the most popular 
With the Lord's blessing it may preserve errors of the times. Let none of hie 
many a young Christian from being friends misjudge him; let no man dare 
carried away by the delusions now so to condemn him. What he has written, 
prevalent. If we are not seriously mis- has been written in the fear of the Lord; 
taken, the chrnf elements found in those and when that day arrives, when "every 
lectures which Mr. Edgerton has exposed, (faithful) man shall have praise of God," 
are the very poisonous tares now being we must believe Benjamin Taylor (for his 
sown by most of the modern, and by long life of holy service in the Gospel 
many of the popular, pulpit and platform kingdom) will receive that final, that 
orators of the day. If this twelve-paged conclusive, that grace-bestowed honour
discourse was issued in a neat penny "Well done, good and faithful servant," 
thirty-two mo., it would fly extensively &c. We cannot trust ourselves yet to 
through Christendom ; and it would be review this startling issue. We may 
an ho:::iour to the Church at Reading to make a noise over it some day. For the 
enable Mr. Edgerton to carry out this hint present we are requesting more impartial 
after the present edition is cleared off. minds to search into its real merits, for 

Catholicism in Hackney. Mr. Samuel it is no trifling matter. 
E. Thomas has .written and published a Precious Cordials }or Pe1·ilous Times. 
reviewof"FatberKaye." Weshuddered By John Lindsey. He says: "A serious 
at one feature in Mr. Thomas's descrip- time is at hand." For over thirty years 
tion of the power of a Romieh Priest. it has been a serious time with us; Christ 
Our Author says, "A Priest is, through revealed in the new heart is the only car
the Confessional, the master of the secrets dial we know; and often like the Church, 
of the home; and, in the main, he gives we try to seek, but cannot find Him.
eounsel and advice which the particular Canon Fremantle has received a sharp 
eircumstances of his penitents would find rebuke from "David" in his Reply to 
most necessary and desirable." Wbere, Objections to the Isrl1£litish Origin of the 
in a religious point of view, is the intel- Anglo-Saxon People. "David" throws a 
lect of the people of this country gone clear light upon many Scriptures.- The 
to? Only think of husbands, wives, and Voice of Warning is the monthly organ 
children, servants and masters making of the Protestant Triwt Society, 17, 
the Priest " Master of the secrets of the Buckingham Street, Strand. Our young 
home." The Confessional-the existence Editor, Mr. Frith, has come forth like 
and the growth of the Confessional- the ancient youth who delivered the lamb 
shows the extreme weakness of the people out of the paw of the lion and the paw 
who submit to it, and the amazing power of the bear. The infidel lion and the 
which the Priests possess in thus holding Popish bear have ·a terrible hold upon 
the consciences of their people in their the delicate lamb. If the Lord say to 
hands. Mr. Ja.a. Grant, in his Christian this modern David, "Go," he will pros
.standard, throws out some painful hints per. God alone c&n deliver this nation, 
that even some of the highest in Great Let us all be faithful. 
Britain are bending toward this English- Against The Roclt the Romish sea is 
Rome,nising delusion. England, from throwing up her furious waves, and the 
head to foot, is going wrong. florists of hyper-Ritualism are howling i_n 

Parish Priests Proclairried Useless, fc. the dark. Worse than all, Tiu; Rock IB 
By Benjamin Taylor. London: Robert compelled to witness against those who 
Banks; and of the Author, Pulham, Nor- were once its friends. How soou will the 
folk. The production of this pamphlet whole National Church have taken from 
has cost its Author more anxiety, sleepless her that which she once seemed to have? 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
THE GOSPEL IN LEICESTER.-PEN-AND-INK SKETCHES. 

MR. EDITOR,-You have a paragraph in I herbs, spikenard, calamus, camphire, ca,;,;ia, 
"Vessel" respecting the late Mrs. Garrard, with all chief spices (Ex. xxx. 24; Sol. Song 
that may be misunderstood two ways; viz., iv.14). And offlowers--1he Rose of Sharon, 
either that there is no sterling truth preached and Lily of the valleys. Hoar-headed saints 
in Leicester, or that Mrs. Garrard was a who have had their taste and appetite for this 
difficult person lo please. kind of provision sharpened by forty years' 

Now, as I knew the late Mrs. Garrard, practice, come away and give their heads 
also the good old" Watchman on the Walls,", a grateful shake, and say: "What a ser
her late husband, and as I have known I mon ! " yea, they are ready to exclaim: 
Leicester and some of its chapels for nearly ' "Every man at the begfrming doth set 
twenty years, I will just give you a "pen- forth good wine; and when men have 
and-ink sketch" of some of the strictest well drunk then that which i., icorse: 
sort. but thou ha3t kept the good wine until 

I will begin with "TRINITY CHAPEL, now." 
Alfred Street." You know the Trinity is a Your readers will now be ready to say: 
momentous sul>ject to speak of. .But I can- Why Mrs. Garrard's distress? Well, you 
not give you the reason why the worthy must bear in mind every one has their pre
founder (the late Isaac Harrison, as he judices; and, as I said before, the worthy 
was called; good old soul, he would not mind founder of Trinity chapel made provision for 
the Mr. being left out; he did not care to be the ministers, so there are people that say of 
flattered,) named the chapel Trinity, unless some of those that attend this chapel: that 
his honest soul was stirred to make some sort they go there because there i., nothing to 
of confession of his faith as a testimony pay. And I have no doubt that some are 
against the Unitarians; for I have no doubt, kept back on that account. .But it would 
from what I have heard of him, that the have been a long distance for Mrs. Garrard 
honest soul would have confessed that he had if she bad felt inclined to go there regularly; 
not any hope, save in a Divine Saviour, and she did occasionally I know. But I do not 
that without a Divine Saviour and Mediator think she would like to leave her own home, 
he would have been utterly lost. as she would consider the place of her late 

Old Isaac Harrison was no Ritualist. He husband's ministry. 
had been to that Mart where they can buy Let not the reader think that all the people 
gold tried in the fire, and white raiment that go to Trinity chapel go there because 
(Rev. iii. 18), so did not need the tinsel'd there is nothing to pay. They do things 
millinery and embroidery, so much infasbion handsomely and as Christians ought to do, 
in the present day with effeminate self-styled in such ways as they have opportunitv. 
priests, to make him appear religious in the There is a very good Sunday school to sup
eyes of the people. What do you think he port; there is a collection once a year for 
used to wear for an overcoat? Ah, and under- the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society; a c0l
garments as well? For an accurate de- ' lection for the Poor Fund; a collection for 
scription I will refer you to St. Peter, who the Leicester Infirmary; and a Dorcas 
saith, "be clothed with humility." ' Society; besides they have distributed up-

Trinity chapel is a spacious build in!!,', gal- wards of twenty tons of coal amongst the 
leried on three sides, and located in a densely ' poor this winter. And there is one other 
populated neighbourhood, where I doubt not thing, which I think is not so well known as 
he expected it would be most convenient for I think it should be, the pew opener who 
the "lords, princes and princesses, the cleans the chapel, has nothing but the volun
poor of this world " ( see James ii. 5). tary gifts from such as are disposed among 

Well, this worthy founder not only pro- the congregation. So that there is plenty of 
vided chapel, but provided for ministers as opportunity for ,any one to give of their 
well : there is no fear of not being able to abundance, as the Lord bas prospered them. 
pay for supplies. There is also a house ad- Need I add the chapel is exceedingly well 
joining the chapel, and housekeeper, all pro- attended. 0 may the blessing of the Lord 
vided, so that ministers have, as it were, a always rest upon Trinity chapel, the Church 
home of their own while on their visits. and its officers, and its supporters, as long as 
Your renders must not think after all this the world standeth. 
provision, that there is always an empty . I come next to Zion; but I m~t not 
table. No such thing. Some of the very smk your Vessel through overloadmg. I 
best salt of the earth come to preach. The will leave off, and send y~u another cai:go 
table is spread with the choicest viands the for next voyag·e. Subscr1bmg myselt, with 
hungry soul can wish for; There is the very I best wishes for a successful voyage, yours in 
choicest Lamb (John i. 29). The best Living , the faith of the Gospel, 
Bread (John vi. 51). Living Water (John, A REFUGEE. 
iv.10). Best refined wines (Isaiah xxv. 6).1 Hope Cottage, Cleft-of-the Rock, 
Then, for dessert, apples, nuts, pomegranates, March 7th, 1876. 
with honey and pleasant fruits, oJ fragrant 



122 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

SPECIAL SERVICES FOR THE YOUNG ] the commencement of April next." The 
AT BRIGHTON. 

1 
deacons also say in their letter to Mr. Wood-

On Sunday Feb. 27, a united service of ard, " We hope and firmly believe God will 
Sundav sch~ls was held in Boud street bless the endeavour. We also believe strongly 
chapel; Brighton, conducted by Mr. G. T. in.the power of prayer, and we are sure you 
Con11:reve of London, who also delivered a will have the prayers of the people." Mr. 
sermon td youn11; men and women at night. Woodard preached for the first time at 
About a thousand scholars and friends were Keppel street, on Dec. 25, 1853, and from 
present. iu the afternoon. The subject was a that time to the present has more <lr less 
xiiith "Acrostic on the Bible." A card frequently served the Church at Keppel 
with the following hymn, composed for this street to the best of his ability. At their 
service, was distributed to all present. The special request, he has for more than twelve 
words forming the acrostic being, BEST of !Donths past supplied the pulpit and admin
GIFTS lNPANT 0 S FRIEND BANNER of 1stered the Lord's Supper on the first Sabbath 
Ho PE' LAMP for the LITTr.'E ONES and in each month. The Church and the minis-
E,ER~KIN DANGEL:- ' ter are therefore fully acquainted with each 

Oh! BEST of GIFTS-the Bible! other, and have mutually agreed to use their 
More beautiful than Gold- utmost endeavours to promote the revival, 

Let oacb with joy receive it, growth, increase and prosperity of this long-
The Gift of Love untold:- established and in some respects distin-

The I:\"F ANT"S FRIEND, so tender,- guished Strict Baptist cause. ' 
So good,-so lnnd.-so true:-

N o friend so full of sweetness, 
(No better friend fo1' you .'.) 

BANNER of HOPE! we hail thee, 
Flag of Six Thousand Years ! 

Thy motto-'· Jesus only" 
Shall chase away our fears. 

LAMP for the LITTLE CHILDREN, 
To guide their footsteps right. 

How beautiful Thy shining! 
How wonderful thy light! 

Oh! EVER-KINDLY ANGEL! 
Sweet messenger of Pea.ce ! 

The words of Jesus bringing, 
To bid our sorrows cease. 

How welcome is the story! 
May we the voice believe, 

And. through the blessed Spirit, 
Pardon, and grace receive! 

RED HILL.-A long union has collapsed: 
it may be restored. We watch in silence, 
and often see where a rigid exclusiveness is 
exercised, or where the first part of Isa. 
!viii. is applicable, there follows something 
painful. How much grace we need to keep 
us upright. 

KEPPEL STREET, RUSSELL 
SQUARE.-[We are requested to publish 
the following.-En.] In January last the 
Church in this place gave an invitation to 
Mr. James Woodard, of Ilford, Essex, to 
supply their pulpit for three months, from 
April to June, with a view to the pastorate. 
After repeated consultations on the subject, 
Mr. Woodard, though declining to make 
any engagement as to the pastorate, offered 
to take the services on the Sabbath-days and 
on the Thursday evenings for the three 
months, upon the condition that the Church 
generally and heartily unite in an earnest, 
prayerful effort to raise the cause of Christ 
in that important locality. In response to 
his letter, fuIJy explaining his views, the 
Church unanimously passed the following 
resolution at their meeting on the 13th 
March: "That the Church at Keppel street 
having heard Mr. Woodard's letter read, 
hereby expresses its entire sympathy with 
his desire to benefit the cause, and its sincere 
hope that the divine blessing may rest on 
his labours during the three months, from 

FOREST LANE SUNDAY SCHOOL.
Our fifth anniversary was celebrated lately. 
Parents, friends, and elder scholars took tea. 
Mr. John Hunt Lynn presided over evening 
meeting; Messrs. Brown, Briscoe, Kiddle 
and Lynn, gave us excellent things. Mr: 
Mortar concluded with prayer, and the chil
dren heartily sang, " God bless our Sunday 
school." --

ASTON CLINTON, NEAR TRING.
Our Jong-esteemed brother Joseph Crampin, 
says our correspondent, is in one respect 
quite right. For near twenty years I have 
occasionally preached in Trinit.y chapel, 
Alfred street, Leicester. They have been 
very kind to me. I have given in my re
signation here; it will expire April 9th. I 
have had so many turns into the chamber of 
imagery, and so many years to do with 
Churches, deacon,and members, that through 
mercy, I have no stones to throw, no re
taliation to indulge in, no charges to make, 
but to try to do good against evil, and to pray 
that the covenant purposes of our God in 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, may be seen in 
sending those I leave a successor who shall 
lead them into all tru_th. Let this suffice for 
the present.-Yours to serve in the cause of 
God and truth, JOSEPH CRAMPIN, Aston 
Clinton, Tring. (We shall rejoice to hear 
brother Crampin IS soon settled over some 
happy and prosperous Church. For very 
many years he has laboured faithfully, and 
has been preserved in honour.-En.] 

LEATHERHEAD.-DEAR MR. 
EDITOR,-The Baptists are not dying out at 
Leatherhead yet, for we bad a good day on 
the 12th, although very rough outside. One 
female was haptized by Mr. Marshall, of 
Kingston, who carried it out very blessedly 
and solemn; after which thirty partook of 
tea, to await for evening service. 

YEOVIL.-Our blessed brother, George 
Kellaway, is in the furnace with n heavy 
affliction in his devoted wife. We ask the 
wrestling Jacobs in Zion to plead earnestly 
with the Lord for our brother and his Jong
afflicted partner. 
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TRINITY CHAPEL, HACKNEY. 

To THE EDITOR OF "THE EARTHEN 
VESSEL." 

DEAR Srn,-I do not wish to surfeit you 
with my feeble productions; but, on read
ing the remarks on the cover of this month's 
issue, relative to Hackney, and having a 
vivid recollection of the many blessed seasons 
I enjoyed under the ministry of that talented 
and spiritual preacher, the late Mr. Hughes, 
of Trinity chapel, many years ago, when 
multitudes rejoiced in the assurance thus 
sublimely depicted-" The connection be
tween souls healed by the living Word, and 
the invisible ordinance whence that living 
Word proceeds ";-pardon my liberty in ask
ing room for this, and the following stanzas:-

On the revival of the cause of Christ after 
long depression. Dedicated with profound re
spect to the present pastor, Mr. J. Vaughan. 

Oh! 'tis a memorable day 
That we are spared to see! 

Let hallelujah be our lay, 
All praise, Grea_t God, to Thee! 

Zion! thy night has pass'd away, 
And morning smiles on thee; 

-Oh! 'tis a memorable day 
That we are spared to see. 

Dark clouds have long this cause o'erspread, 
Which once shone out so clear; 

And mourning souls in anguish said
" Will God again appear?" 

Behold! His chariot's on the way, 
Zion! He comes to thee. 

Oh! 'tis a memorable day 
That we are spared to see. 

Let burning zeal our steps attend, 
And prayer address God's throne; 

Bisi glory be our highest end, 
Christ and His cross alone. 

'Spirit Divine! Be Thou our stay, 
Bind all our hearts to Thee, 

Aud bless this memorable day 
To all eternity. 

J. LINGLEY, 
121, Princes Road, Lambeth, S.E. 

March 13th, 1876. 

RAILWAY PENCILLINGS OUT OF 
MY NOTE BOOK. 

[To have the mind stayed on God, and the 
thoughts exercised on Gospel mercies, is 
pleasant in travelling. A railway car is 
-often my studv. Some friends like to know 
",little of our country work:-] 

Ivinghoe,-Saturday, Feb. 19th, 1876. 
The air is fresh, my hopes are rising that the 
mercy of the Lord will yet perfect in me 
those words of blessing, "Deliver him, and 
honour him." May the Lord help me in the 
journey, and bless the Word, if spared to de
liver it. As we roll on the iron ribs of the 
railway, Jeremiab's words are suggestive
" Let us search and try our ways, and turn 
again unto the Lord. Let us lift up our 
heart with our hands unto God in the 
,heavens," Here is 

A SPIRITUAL REFORMATION, 
both in private and in public devotion. 
Jeremiah'• Lamentations suit those times 
when the Church Is in a fearful desolation. 
The text expresses the conviction and concern 
-of one or more who have turned from the 
Lord, and have reaped the bitter fruits; hence 

the Church cries out, " Let us search-let us 
try our ways, and let us turn again untothe 
Lord." 

Let us ask, 
I. What are these ways ? 
II. To what test can we bring them? 
III. What is this two-fold remedy? 

" Turn again, and lift up our heart with our 
hands." 

"Our ways" are many, there are the ways 
of our thoughts. Which way do our 
thoughts go? You remember David said, 
Godrequireth truth in the inward part. We 
may judge of our state by seeing which way 
our thoughts do go. The thoughts are the 
telegraphic observances of the mind. There 
are the ways of our affections, of our faith, of 
our frayers, our ways with men in the 
worl ; our ways in the Church; the text im
plies there may be something wrong in all 
these, or some of these-there must be a 
diligent search made. 

Tring.-Monday, Feb. 21, 1876.-In a 
rail-car once more. Preserved anti helped 
through three services yesterday, and one 
this afternoon. I felt obliged to leave them, 
and get off home, ii our God will take care 
of me. At I vinghoe, this evening, they 
will have a grand concert : about sixty in 
the orchestra; several hundreds are flocking 
there. It is to raise funds to repair and 
warm the chapel. It needs it bad enough. 
I look back upon this journey with hope 
that the Lord will let His blessing rest upon 
all the services. 

Mr. Collyer id a very aged man of God
between 80 and 90. He has been in the 
ministryover60 years. We have enjoyed much 
Christian fellowship this time. He is a 
sound scriptarian. He quotes the Word of 
God correctly and appropriately. We walked 
from his house to the chapel and back again 
three times yesterday-six walks and three 
times preaching. Three discourses I was 
helped to deliver. Brother Smith, of Ayles
bury, read and prayed in the atternoon. My 
soul had some feeling enlargement each 
time : and this alternoon I spoke in prayer 
and exhortation ; and now my soul would 
praise the Lord. Amen. 

Collyer soon will pass away! 
He's had a long, a useful day. 
But sin's great debt he'll have to pay; 
From sin, from .::iorrow, and dismay, 

A sweet release 
To realms of peace. 

Amen, Amen. 

Nearly a century bas rolled away since 
Geo. Clark was called from being a wicked 
"navvy " to the work of the mioistry. The 
Spirit of God did work mightily by him. 
He was a sorrowful, solemn, laborious wit
ness for Christ. His portrait presents the image 
of a melancholy-looking man, groaning over 
the corruptions of the age; but be bad his 
seals: Wm. Collyer was one. 

NORTH WALES.-UPPER BANGOR. 
We, with holy pleasure, give the following 

notes:-
A new English Strict Baptist chapel was 

opened in the City of Bangor, N ortb Wales, 
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September 19th, 1875, bein~ the first Eng
lish Baptist chapel in the city. It is a neat 
structure, capable of seating 250 ; with 
good schoolrooms and vestries; number of 
baptized members 20, Sunday school scholars 
50. The earnest appeals of pastor W. H. 
Bishop are listened to attentively every 
Sabbath, and there seems to be the spirit ot 
unanimity among the people. We shall be 
glad to meet any Baptist friends that may 
risit the city in the summer months. In 
Christian love, W. H. BtsHOP. 

4, Pennallt Terrace, Upper Bang·or. 
BANGOR ENGLISH BAPTIST CHURCH. 

The tea-party in connection with the 
anniversary of the Sunday school was held 
on Monday, March 6. 

Tea and cakes were supplied to the chil
dren at 4 o'clock, after which the teachers and 
their friends sat down. 

In the evening, at 6.30, a public meeting 
was held, the pastor, W. H. Bishop, in the 
chair. Pieces were recited by the children, 
and sacred songs sung by the choir, led by 
Miss Weaver. 

There were also prizes of books given for 
the best History of David, and also best 
History of J osepb. Recitations were given 
by the teachers and superintendent. This 
very enjoyable evening was brought to a 
close by the children singing " A bide with 
me." W. H. BI8HOP. 

[We hope soon to insert a sermon by our 
friend, Mr. Bishop.-En.] 

MOUNT ZION, DORSET SQUARE.
We have gained the day, it is true we bad to 
set aside one of our rules to please our young 
brother; but still we shall now commence 
afresh. We feel $Orry for our fifty or sixty 
friends that cannot hear our pastor, but 
perhaps, when the Lord brings him into the 
stripping room they will. Things cannot be 
carried on without money, and we that are 
for our brother, have the most. I trust the 
Lord will forgive all on both sides. There 
has been a good number come over on our 
side. We shall have time now to watch ; 
the fifty or sixty that we lose have been 
made up durwg the past six months. May 
we not hope to see a much larger increase?
A PERPLEXED ONE. [If Mount Zion in
creases with " all the increase of God; " if 
"the Lord addetb unto her such as are saved;" 
and if a new and prosperous Church groweth 
up under " William's" ministry, all true 
Christians will ag·ain see the truth of Paul"s 
experimental declaration, "We know that 
all things work together for good, to them 
that Jove God." Nevertheless, to those who 
leave conscientiously it must be painful.
En.] 

LINCOLNSHIRE. - The one hundred 
and sixth anniversary of Love lane Baptist 
chapel, in Spalding, was celebrated Feb. 27, 
1876. The pastor, Mr. John Vincent, 
preached the sermons. It was considered the 
best season-numerically and financially
/or a long time. It is joyous to learn that 
in many parts our Churches have realised 
happy prosperity. 

ROCHDALE.-We are fearful of being 
unsettled ag·ain at Hope chapel, as our minis
ter has thought ot leaving us. We cnnnot 
get ministers to abide with one Church all 
their life-time, as John Kershaw did. How 
is ·this? [The state of things in the world and 
in the Churches is now altered. Paul's de
claration is true, "Ye hnve ten thousand in
structors, but not many fathers."-En.] 

CLAPHAM. - Wednesday morning, 
March 15th, c~lled on our aged brother 
Samuel Ponsford. He has been severai 
weeks ill in bed; he told me he thought his 
work was done. He had been telling poor 
sinners for many years that Jesus ·would 
never cast out one that came to Him in faith 
and truth, and, said he, " I thought He 
would not now cast me away." In very 
good spirits, he told me how he had pleaded 
with the Lord to do whatever He was pleased 
to do, to do it quickly-either to raise him 
up, or to take him 'home. " I cannot re
collect," he said, " I felt any preference." 
'l'hen the words came to him," Wait patiently 
for tbe Lord;"" It stopped all my prattling," 
he said. I prayed, and left him with a hope 
I should yet see him raised again. C. W. B. 

LONDON ROAD. - In Mr. Thomas 
Stringer's chapel, Earl street, a series of ser
vices were appointed, and duly carried out 
on March 19th and 21st; our object being to 
remove a debt on the chapel, and this was 
cheerfully accomplished. Mr. Stringer's 
friends came forward nobly, and manifested 
their practical attachment toward him, as a 
faithful and useful servant of Christ in the 
Gospel. William Crowther, Esq., took a 
leading part in this movement, and preached 
the Gospel, and presided over the first part of 
the public gathering; and, on vacating the 
chair, invited Charles Spencer, Esq., to carry 
on the meeting, which he did. The brethren, 
Geo. Baldwin, C. Cornwell, G. Holland, W. 
H. Lee, R. A. Lawreace, C. W. Banks, and 
others, united to render the services edifying 
to tue people. There is much practical and 
charitable unity and action manifested by our 
London Strict Baptist Churches yet. 

WILLENHALL. - LITTLE LONDON. 
The eighty-fourth anniversary was held on 
March 12th, when three sermons were 
preached, those in the morning and evening, 
by J. B. Gould, Esq., American consul ot 
Birmingham ; and in the afternoon, by the 
Rev. D. E. Evans, of Wolverhampt.on. Not
withstanding the inclement state of the 
weather, the collections were the largest that 
have been taken at such services for the last 
twenty-four years.-C. DENTON, Temple 
Bar Willenhall. __ 

KETTERING.-Mr. McCure was her& 
Feb. 10; gave us a sermon from the Psalms 
in the experience of the poor, the needy, anJ 
him that bath no helper. His lecture on 
" Life in Australia," was given in the hall 
on the: evening ; crowds came, many could 
not get in. We desire for the Strict Baptists 
in Kettering a thorough good pnstor and 
preacher, 
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THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
Sunday, 12th, and Tuesday, 14th March, 

special services were held at Albert Terrace, 
Bow, to commemorate seventh anniversary 
of formation of the Church. Although there 
were five other meetings advertised for the 
14th, Bow had n full meeting; their resources 
were taxed to the utmost to provide accom
modation. 

Chaq. Spencer, Esq., presided. Brother 
Oakey prayed. Brother Lee gave the finsn
cial statement; short and satisfactory. £83 
7s. 5d. had been received ; £83 15s. had 
been expended durinll" the year. The latter 
amount included a donation to the London 
Hospital of £2, and one or two other charit
able donations. 

Tbe chairman said he was glad to see, 
when approaching the chapel, by the in
scription over, that they were not ashamed 
of their colours. It is no small mercy to be 
determined for God and His truth: there 
were plenty of "isms" abroad, but /or the 
most part CHRIST was hidden and anything 
substituted. Our determination is to hold by 
the truths of the Bible. 

The subject for the evening was "The 
Church of Christ." He would only say it 
was " perfect and perpetual ; " and would 
ask the personal question, "Are we mem
bers?" 

Brother Thomas Stringer, on the Source 
of the Church, said, the Church of Christ 
was not the Church of England, nor the 
Church of Rome, nor the Mormons: it is 
the Church of God, the Church of Jesus 
Christ. It was not a material Church
quoting Psa. cxxxix. 16: "Aud in Thy book 
all my members were written:" it had a 
twofold meaning, spiritually, it had reference 
to the Church originating with God Himself 
and extending to all the mem hers it should 
comprise. "They shall be Mine." 

J t is spoken of as "the Church in God our 
Father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ,'' or
dained and organised by Him who is without 
variahlene•s or the shadow of turning. See 
its registration : " In Thy Book" all were 
written ; in the Lamb's Book of Life, tLe 
number complete; but no man can number 
them. Experimentally, as yet imperfect as 
to organization ; there is a set time t,, favour 
Zion. II my nnme is there, my characteristic 
name is in the Bible; and in my heart, 
which is a sanctified heart, Paul calls it 
"The Church of th~ firstborn written in 
heaven." Infinite wisdom was engaged in 
its construction. If we look at St. Paul's, 
the work of a great earthly architect, the 
mind of "Wren" is seen. If we look at 
the Tabernacle, and the Temple, the mind of 
God is seEn: they were made exact to the 
smallest minutim in accordance with divine 
directions. 

Some stand visibly connected, who are not 
vitally joined. There will be a final separa
tion; some will separate themselves here, as 
Jude says, " fhese be they who separate 
them~elves, sensual, having not the Spirit." 
Consider the association of the Church. The 
time is fixed : one here, and one there. God 
works in order, in glorious" harmony, in 

managing the world ; how much more so in 
fashioning and uniting the mem hers of His 
Church. I hope many will be fa.,hioned in 
this place, in the old way, by grace; all 
mercy to the sinner, and all the glory to the 
Saviour. It was said by an old divine that 
"God the Father chose the materials for His 
Church; Christ undertook to buy them, and 
the Holy Ghost to fetch them." This is 
good plain old Gospel theology. All are cast 
in the Gospel mould; all come out alike; all 
love the truth and renounce error. They 
are the remnant of Israel, gathered by Je
hovah. Nothing shall separate them fi-om 
the love of God. " With them numbered 
may we be." 

Mr. Woodard delivered an intelligent 
speech on the nature of the Church. He 
said, the majority of professors say there is 
no distinct sect defined in the Bible, that is, 
their various systems are not ia harmony 
with the simple teachin~s of the New Testa
ment. Your Strict Baptists are the only 
right sect in that respect. 

Christ and His Apostles constituted the 
first Gospel Church; they were increased to 
120, as we read in Acts i. ; and on the day ot 
Pentecost 3000 were added, and to those who 
urge, that in the visible Church there is no 
precise form, we read, these with succeeding 
converts, were all found in the same con
stitution and order for the first century, and 
immersed on the profession of their faith. 
" They continued steadfastly in the Apostle's 
doctrine." 

A Church is an assembly for any purpose, 
a congregation. The Church of Christ,
negatively ,-is neither Parochial, Provincial, 
National, or Presbyterian; its nature is 
Congregational. It is not Bretbrenism
which is an amalgamation,-every one doing 
right in his own eyes ; the mixed Commu
nionists are greater fools than all the rest. 
The Church of England is, in its way, a Strict 
Baptist Church, so is the Church of Home; 
and in this they acknowledge that we Strict 
Baptists are right, but we are old fashioned; 
this is all we plead for. 

The speaker said the twelve Apostles had 
no predecessors, no successors ; all pretence 
to the latter was beside the mark. Speaking 
on revivals, he thought the ministration to 
children in our body was often neglected : 
he was glad to see so many young people on 
the present occasion. In breaking the bread 
of life, crumbs should be dealt out to the 
children. Brother Pung gave clear views 
of the Church's ~esponsibilities.1 

Brethren Thomas Steed, C. W. Banks, 
F. Green, Fowler, Lee, and others, were 
heard; and our kind LON DON $PARROW 
has telegraphed us notes of their enunci
ations, but we must keep them until another 
month. It was a grand meeting tor Gospel 
truth. 

YATELEY.-" Gratitude" says the peo
ple here still dwell in unity and love iu their 
contention for" Christ and Him crucified." 
The ministry of brother Stevens is useful. 
The Church has received additions, and the 
Lord smiles upon us. May the divine bless
ing continue, for Christ's sake. Amen. 
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OUR CHURCHES IN "THE BLACK 
COUNTRY." 

EPISTLES TO APELLEs.-No. 7. 
MY DEAR APELLEs,-Coppice Cosely, 

Staffordshire, is situate about two miles from 
Bilston. nn<l as reg-ards its surroundings, both 
as to ,-il!ag-es or localities, as well as manu
factures, they are neither few nor small. 
There is a curious cong-lomeration of names 
of places, such as Darkhouse, Deepfields, 
Roseville. Skidm~re, Sodom, Walbrook, &c. 
For a li,·elihood, the inhabitants depend 
chiefly upon the ironstone and coal 111ines, 
which afford almost inexhaustible supplies; 
there are, in addition, extensive iron found .. 
ries, nail, hook, chain, sheet-iron, stove-g-rate, 
screw, cement, and brick works. Situate on 
an eminence is the Coppice Baptist Chapel, 
from this spot you can behold, not the well
watered pl~in of Jordan, which Lot fi.xed his 
eyes upon before the Lord destroyed Sodom 
and Gomorrah, but a tolerably level country 
for miles, black with smoke, and the wild 
flames emanating from hundreds of chimney
sbafts, pouring out their noxious vapours 
and impregnating the air with sulphureous 
ira,;es. Changing your position, with a view 
towards Dudley, even thing seems pleasant; 
the towering- castle built by the Normans, 
which has stood many sieges, is to be seen in 
the background. But to return to the sub
ject, r.nd to confine my remarks to the Bap
tist chapel; here, my dear Apelles, stood for 
many years one of the originals, a thorough 
out-and-out "Gunnerite," as you would 
call him, one who was set for the defence of 
the truth, and who fearlessly and boldly pro
claimed it. and stood tor no repairs. 

Mr. Bridg-e was not the man to be found 
with a vacillating line of thing-s, but bis Yea 
was Yea, and bis Nay, Nay. Of many 
unpleasant things that took place here it i• 
not my province to write, neither would I 
judJ!e any one by part, but, taking a retro
spective view of all his work, I may say when 
he passed away the Church sustained a loss, 
for a great man had fallen that day in Israel ; 
bis mortal remains lie silent in the ground 
adjoining the chapel, but his work and 
labour in the Lord's cause is not easily for
gotten. The memory of the just is blessed. 
However, for the Church and people the 
Lord mercifully and graciously appeared for, 
altboul!'h some are taken home, our God has 
never left Himself without witness, and it is 
a sweet reflection, whatever be om· loss here, 
He, the eternal and self-existent Jehovah, is 
the same, and ever lives, for 

"He never takes away our all, 
Himself He gives us still." 

After a sucression of su pp lie•, the Lord 
brought among this people a Leicestershire 
man to unfold the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. Mr. Ja mes Snow ha.s been active 
and zealous in the cause, and is one who 
goes in and out among the people, end being 
a settled pastor, and having no worldlyocru
pation, he devote.a the whole of his time, 
talents, and abilities to the welfare of the 
cause. The chapel is a commodious one, 

with large galleries at each end, it rel'lainly 
is, as regards its fittings of pews, pulpit, &c., 
an old-fashioned place, but the congl'egntion 
are quite of the modern type: well-dressed, 
!\Clive, kind and obliging; if any one has a 
taste for singing and music they can have 
it here. A large organ is fixed in the gal
lery at the rear of the pulpit, and a numerous 
choil' occupy the front seats. There was a 
sad want of school accommodation, and, 
labom-ing under many difficulties, the school 
was conducted in the vestries and rhapel. 
But these Coppice people set to work (and it 
appears thev have always determined to ac
complish what they take in hand) to build 
new schools, and now attached to the chapel 
they have a large, solid, substantial, two
storied building, part to be occupied by the 
boys, the other to be occupied by the girls. 
Although the cost was some hundreds of 

r.ounds, the great bulk of the money was col
ected previous to the opening. Large bills 

in prominent type, and printed in colours, red 
and green, announced that the event was to 
fake place on January 30th, 1876; that Mr. 
R. Howard, of Birmingham, was to preach 
morning and afternoon, and the pastor, Mr. 
James Snow, in the evening. 

As is usual on such occasions in these pa,-ts, 
hymns are printed, the singing wrought to 
its highest· pitch, the children dressed in 
white, with blue bows, and seated upon a 
platform ererted for the occasion, for nothing 
here is done in a half-hearted kind of way. 
These festivities are not termed " anniver
saries" here, but are invariably called "the 
charity,'' such as Coppice charity, Old Hill 
charity, &c. I certainly should have strong 
o~jections to some of the hymns sung upon 
this occasion, and I should not like to bring 
them upon the decks of the" Vessel," which 
I like to SeJl with a good cargo and well 
manned, and you doubtless airree with me, 
that she wants neither superfluous or in
ferior freight. 

The sermons were preached, tl1e congrega
tions large, the collections good, and every
thing ,-endered it a happy day; and with the 
meeting on the following evening all passed 
off well, and I cannot but wish that the de
sires of many may be realised, that the new 
schools may he made a lasting blessing to the 
neighhourhood, and, if it were the sovereign 
will of God, many may. by the Spirit's 
mighty work and operation, be made wise 
unto salvation. The seed may be sown from 
the seed-basket of truth, but the blessing 
must come from the Lord ; we rannot tell 
which may prosper, whether this or that, or 
whether both shall be olike good. 

Mr. Snow lives in the hearts of hi• people, 
and he is a pattern to many ministers, at 
leaRt in one thing in particular, the shepherd 
takes his crook, and looks after any of the 
wandering ones that may have been absent; 
how many there are who are fond of levelling 
their guns and shooting their orrows from the 
pulpit at such, without first ascertaining the 
cause of absence from the family and means. 
The present pastor is advancing in years, but 
a hoary head is a crown of glory it it be found 
in the way of rigb teousness; be is a thought-
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lul mnn and a studious man, and does not 
come up before the people unprepared 1,ut is 
instnnt, in season as well as out of ~eason. 
Many Churches would be glad of his services 
but bis people like him so well that they 
cannot part with him; he has had many 
trials but has proved that 

"They make the promise sweet 
'rrtals gl ve new I tte to prayer~,, 

His name being 11 significant one, brings to 
my remembrance Psa. lxviii. 14, "When 
the Almighty scattered kings in it it was 
white as snow in Salmon;" this pas;age has 
been mysterious to many. I for one prefer 
the marginal rendering, whi~h makes' it read 
thus: " When the Almighty scattered kin!!'s 
fo1· her, she was as white as snow in Salmon." 
Now there is quite a contradiction by his
torians to the conclusion arrived at by many 
which is mere supposition, that Salmon was~ 
snow mountain; on the contrary, the word 
itself means "shady," and the place was a 
hill near the city of Shechem, covered with a 
thick wood, and was, therefore, a black 
mountain. The analogy, therefore, is this: 
View the Church of Christ in her Adam
fallen state-black, dark, defiled, and loath
some, "the hearts of all deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked ;" but when 
her dear Redeemer, the Almighty, scattered 
kings for her, and dethroned them-for she 
was without power to accomplish this herself 
-when "He came from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah, travelling in the 
greatness ol His strength, mighty to save " 
king Sin, king Pollution, king Death, ki~g 
Hell, king Grave, and the old king of the 
bottomless pit, were scattered for her for He 
spoiled principalities and powers, mad~ a show 
of them openly, and triumphing over them 
in it; then she was presented before His 
heavenly Father, and will be again finally at 
the consummntion of all things 

" Clad with His spotless vesture on, 
Holy as the Holy One." 

What sweet language is that that says 
"Though your sins be as scarlet, they shaii 
be white as snow": none but a poor sinner 
who is brought to feel bis defilement and 
ruined and undone condition can use David's 
language: " Purge me with hyssop and I 
shall be clean, wash me and I shall be whiter 
than snow." In conclusion. let us sing, my 
dear Apellcs, that · 

.. Thou~h sin and gullt Infest us here, 
In ChrlRt we do complete appear, 
The whole that Ju:jtice e'er demands 
Received full payment at Hls bands." 

Some of the people ask, " I wonder when 
the Vessel will have an account, and what it 
will say; about us." To such I would reply 
"Wuit patiently till your tum comes, fo; 
you will surely be visited in time by 

AN OLD DISCil'LE." 
[The Editor of The Earthen Vessel takes 

this opportunity ol' assuring "A Criticnl 
Examiner" that thei;e letters are not from 
bis pen. Some years since, C. W. B. preached 
in the Coppice Chapel for the veteran Bridge, 
here referred to. He ha• never forgotten 
that evening, his recollections of Mr. Bridge, 

of the service, the onrney through the fires 
and pits, &e., some may form a short note. 
day, if spared. J 
READING.-Allowme to correct the state

ment of" An Old Friend." He says," Read
ing does not contain more than 500 regis
tered Baptists out of 50,000 people.'' Now 
allowing a liberal margin for increase of 
population since the last census, the pre.sent 
P?Pulation of Reading is under 40,000; 
either the authority from which your corres
pondent quotes is very incorrect, or his own 
calculations are at fault. There are four 
Baptist Churches in Reading; the united 
congregations are 1,200 or 1,300; number of 
members, 800. All who are conversant with 
Reading will acquiesce in my friendly correc
tion of figures, showing- a more pro,;;perous 
state of things than intimated hy "An Old 
Friend." E. P. BROWN. 

THE CHURCH AT FOREST LANE. 
MR. EDITOR,-l'ermit me to fulfil my 

promise in reference to the Baptist Church at 
Forest Lane, as two statements have appeared 
in " The Barthen Vessel," opposed to my 
previous note therein to that Church, inform-
ing it why I bad discontinued my labours 
in its midst. 

First,-With regard to brother Lynn's ob
servation on my question, which I take to be 
not a reply to it, but an evasion of it, which 
only required an answer, "Yes'' or " No." 
He says, "that my question would have been 
far better bad it been whether the order of 
the Forest Lane Baptist Church is the same 
as that of the 'New Testament,"' I put it 
"that of Strict Baptist Churches." I reply 
that all real Strict Baptists do firmly believe 
that Strict Communion is the "New Testa
ment" order, although from our brother'"
observation, be does not appear to think so, 
as he makes a dbtinction between the two. 
We ought not to be ashamed of our colours. 
It is quite evidect to me that not one ot the 
persons baptized on the day of Pentecost 
came to the Lord's table in the first Gospel 
Church before they had been" added,. to that 
Church; and, therefore, they did not partake 
of the Lord's Supper until they were in 
Church-fellowship, as was the case with all 
the Primitive Gospel Churches, they being 
formed by the same divine authority and rule; 
Strict Corumuuion therefore, is the u New 
Testament" order. It rnay not be improper 
for me here to state, that I am a Strict Baptist 
in the strictest sense of the word; to confirm 
this, I would say, twenty years ago I was re
cognised as a Strict Baptist pastor by our 
lnte beloved brethren J. Wells, J. Foreman, 
W. Allen, and G. Wyard, over the original 
Church at Clapham ( of which our brother 
H. Hall, is now the pastor), brethren J. 
Hazelton, G. Moyle, and other ministerial 
brethren being· present; and I do attirm that 
I have not since changed my views either in 
doctrine or Church order. I now think the 
best means of terminating my discussion with 
the friends at Forest Lane on the subject of 
Church order, will be to give some of my 
reasons for leaving them; in doing which, in-
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justice to the cause, I wish to say that it 
was not in reference to doctrine, but on ac
count of discipline, or Church order, that I 
relinquished m~· services with them. One 
of my reasons was, because haplized persons 
were suftered to come to the Lord's Table who 
were not members of a Strict Baptist Church. 
I am informed by friends at Forest Lane, 
that two of the persons recently baptized 
there were allowed both to be baptized and 
come to the Lord's Table without their first 
going before the Church; and that the.y 
were thus permitted to commune with the 
sanction of our brother Lynn ; I would ask 
him it this be " New Testament" order? I 
have before proved that it is not. Again, I 
ask, if it he consistent with Gospel order for 
a pastor to be chosen for a Church by the 
prerogative of one man? Where shall we 
find either precept or example for this in the 
" New Testament?,, Is it not rather an 
usurpation of the prerogatil•e of the Church, 
by whose voice the Lord calls His servants 
to minister to His Churches? I ask again, 
Is it in harmony with the New Testament, 
for a deacon to give the rigl·t band of 
Christian fellowship to incoming members, 
on behalf of the Church, when there is a 
pastor? If so, who received the members 
mto the first Gospe, Church, before the office 
of deacon was instituted? This certainly is 
not New Testament order. These are three 
of six or seven reasons wl.ich I have given 
privately to the Church at Forest Lane for 
the course I have taken. Lastly,-! observe 
that my o'1ect in what I have said and done 
has been to injure no one, but for the bene
fit of that cause; to defend the principles 
of my own denomination as a Strict Bap
tist; and chiefly to vindicate the regal 
power of my own beloved Lord and Master 
Jesus Cbri;t in the government of His 
Church; and I absolutely refuse to subscribe 
to any Jaws but His; to any command
ments of men in Church government though 
they were to offer me their house-full of gold. 
It is bad eno11gh for men to disobey the 
laws of the King; but tor them to make 
laws tor the government of His subjects, is 
-the highest rebellion. I would just add that, 
having written privately to the officials at 
Forest Lane as much matter upon Church 
order as would make a pamphlet, and now 
a Jong letter through your columns, I 
close my correspondence with them ; hav
ing failed in my desired enrl, but wishing 
them light and strength from above to know 
and do the Lord's will in Church order. I 
1"emain, their faithful friend, G. ELVIN. 

II, York street, Globe road, Mile End. 
[We trust this is the last of this con tro

versy. When a chapel is the property of one 
gentleman, no minister can be free, no Church 
can have power, except the owner give up 
.lllJ into the Church'• hands.-En.] 

RAUNDS. 

since I first became interested in any ,of its 
proceedings. Mr. Willis waq then the 
minister ; in 1866 he resigned the pastorate ; 
we were then supplied by different ministers. 
UHimately Mr. Child accepted the pastorate, 
hi8 ministry not being much blest in bring
ing· iu the purchase of a Redeemer's blood, 
he resigned, after about six years' lahour. 
The Churc11 then was brought very low; 
death had made sad inroads. There were no 
additions for upwards of five years; most of 
the members were aged ; our chapel in a sad 
state. Our place presented a melancholy 
appearance. Prayer was made by the few; 
the Lord heard our prayers; we were 
favoured by obtaining the services of our 
present minister, Mr. J. Pearce, who is not 
a novice in the things of God, but, on the 
contrary, a man of superior ability, with a 
mind clear in the truth ; all b'.is sermons are 
based upon the doctrines of grace, full of 
th0ught and of holy matter. We have had 
many fears, when he has been from us 
preaching the Gospel, lest some Church, 
more wealthy than we are, would get him 
away. He was heard well at Chatteri.i, also 
at Carmel, Pimlico; some said, "He will 
leave us." We bless God he is with us still; 
his ministry has been much hlest ; he has 
baptized several times those called under his 
ministry. We have others waiting to come 
in. It is three years since he first came. 
He is able to write as well as preach; and we 
wish more of his productions appeared. He 
is gradually gathering a people, in whose 
affections he Jives; we believe God has a 
great work for him to do. 

On September 13, 1875, we held our harvest 
thanksgiving services; Mr. Huxham, of 
Borough Green, preached two good Gospel 
sermons; the proceeds of the day amounted 
to £10. Our chapel has been repaired, much 
has been done, and much more must be done. 
We have a good Sabbath school, about 140 
children; we have no school-room, this we 
want. We should like to commence at once. 
Will friends help us? we intend to do our 
best. It we were rich, we would not ask 
help, but as we are hard-working people, and 
are trying to do what we can ; we ask friends 
to lend a helping hand. We need £150; 
friends who will help, kindly send to our 
minister, Mr. Pearce, Hill House, Raunds, 
Northamptonshire. 

ONE WHO HAS THE CAUSE OP 
Gon AT HEART, 

To the Editor of" The Earthen Vessel." 
DEAR S1R,-Will you allow me to bring 

•before your numerous readers the past and 
the present aspect of the Baptist chapel at 
Raunds? It is now nearly twelve years 

NOR'TH WALES.-DEAR BROTHER 
BANKs,-We had a glorious season of re
freshing at Beaumaris Baptist chapel, Sunday 
evening, March 19, when Mr. Justice Lush 
and family were present. The preacher se
lected for the occasion was Mr. W. H. 
Bishop, pastor of the English Baptist chapel, 
Bangor, who preached an excellent sermon 
from Rev. iv. 3," And there was a rainbow 
round about the throne in sight, like unto 
an emerald.'' The Lord was present; we 
were refreshed ; to Him be all the glory.
R. BECK, Secretary, English Baptist chapel, 
Bangor, 4 Penrallt Terrace, Upper Bangor, 
March 20th. 
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THE LATE MR. WILLIAM CURTIS 
AND THE CHURCH IN PROVI
DENCE CHAPEL, READING. 
rsome thirty years since we first preached 

in 1lenrling, at the request of Mr. Wm. Day; 
the Strict Baptist cause was then in a low 
condition, but their hopes are now more 
lively. Although they have lost many valu
able friends, others are coming in. A few 
years since, that Sunday school ve1eran, Mr. 
Crewse, repeatedly requested us to open some 
door, if the Lord woulrl, for the ministry of a 
young man, named Edgerton. Mr. Crewse 
saw enough in his friend Edgerton to con
vince him he was to be a minister. We re
member well meeting the sturdy Crewse and 
his then delicate little teacher. With a 
mixture of faith and fear-we hope as the 
Lord's instrument-we sent him forth, At 
Triog· at Chatham, and in other places, 
ou• b;other Mr. Edgerton, has been taking 
root downw'ard, and bearing fruit upward. 
The following from Mr. Abijah Martin 
giveth both sorrowful and cheerful nores. 
Our Churches must take care of their young 
men, especially those in whose heart there is 
a God-wrought knowledge of and love for 
Gospel truth.] 

peated the whole hymn, evidently acquiescing 
m the Divine sovereignty of God with a calm 
persuasion that all concerning him for time 
and eternity was wisely arranged, that rleath 
could never finish the strife but at the Divine 
bidding-. On another occasion he was heard 
repeating, 

"Since I can hardly, therefore, bear 
WhM- In myself I see, 

How vile and black mnst I appear, 
Most holy God, to Thee! " 

His dear wife said to him, "Cannot you go 
farther? 

u • But since my Saviour stanrls between, 
Wltb garments dyed in blood; &c." 

With feelings of delight he took up the strain, 
and with emphasis repeated the following 
verse, and was ~uch comforted. 

At a later pertod he mused on and spoke of 
the imputed righteousness of J e,us, with a 
humble persuasion he was interested in the 
blood and rig-hteousness of the dear Redeemer, 
there was all his support. Sunday morning, 
Feb. 6th, he was asked if he rememhered 
what day it was, he replied, with marked in
terest,." Yes, the Sabbath." The question 
was put, " Do you feel it a Sabbath to your 
soul?" He said," Yes," and spoke as heing 
peaceful and happy, stayed on the merits of 
the Saviour, prepared and ready to be gone. 
About the noon of that Sabbath he breathed 
his last, without a strui:rg-le, and, we believe, 
entered on that eternal Sabbath of rest, 

" Where congregations ne'er break up, 
And Sabbaths have no end." 

His mortal remains were interred in the 
Reading cemetery, on Friday, Feb. 11th, in 
hope of a joyful resurrection, when body and 
soul shall be ~e-united to spend an eternity 
with Jesus. 

DEAR MR. BANKS,-! send you a few 
lines relatin11: to the last days and death of 
our friend Mr. Wm. Curtis. Doubtless 
many readers of The Earthen Vessel, and 
not a few of the Lord's servants who have 
visited Providence chapel, Reading, and par
taken of his kind hospitality will sympathise 
with us in our luss; but, bless the Lord, we 
have not to sorrow for him as one without 
hope. Mr. and Mrs. Curtis have been old 
and tried friends to this part of the Church of 
Christ for many years; and althou11,·h Mr. 
Curtis never made an open profession of Jesus 
by joining the Church, we believe he was a 
secret disciple, and gave liberally to support 
the cause of truth. He was always found in 
the means of grace when the doors of the 
sanctuary were open, health permitting, and 
with deep attention listened to the Gospel 
preached. In the prayer meeting he gave 
proof he heartily joined those who addressed 
the Divine Majesty of heaven; he had for 
sometime suffered affliction of the body, more 
particularly in the close of 1875, but b£ing 
somewhat restored in the early part of last 
January, he wasenahled to leave his residence 
for change of air. A relapse laid him low 
again and quickly closed his mortal career. 
He b~came deeply impressed his end was 
near, and from great exercise of mind often 
lifted his voice with cries and tears, that the 
Lord would show him a token for good, as
sure him his sins were forgiven, and prove to 
Him his interest in the love of Jesus. One 
morning he referred to a portion in the book 
of Ruth, saying, " Th~ Lord had heard his 
cry, and blessed him with an assurance that 
He would be his God for ever and ever." 
This much relieved him ol his fears. Another 
time there was brought to his mind with 
power that well-known hymn ofRyland's: 

Our brother Edgerton officiated, and said, 
"He will be missed indeed by many from the 
walks of life, by those around, by others who 
had shared his sympathy in times of need, and 
lrom his seat in the house of the Lord." His 
dear wife, who is well known as an established 
Christian woman, had offered many earnest 
prayers, and watched for tlle salvation of his 
precious soul. The Lord g-ave her a promise 
more than twenty years since, respecting it, 
and notwithstanding all the opposition mani
fest to the same, she bad not cast away her 
confidence but is now led to rejoiee in the 
recompens~. The Lord bas been faitblul, He 
has fulfilled her petitions, and granted her 
requests for in him was mamfest true Godly 
sorrow ;nd repentance, then a hope in God's 
mercy, again, a renewed sense of unholi
ness and self-abasement, followed by re
joicing in the merits and medi~tion of_ Jesus 
on his behalf; then, blessed with a view of 
the Divine arrangements of everlasting love 
in the salvation and glorification of his im
mortal soul he rested in hope by laith until 
faith was changed to sight. " Is not this a 
brand plucked out of the fire?'' 0, the 
mysterious depths of gTace ! 

"No heights of gull,, nor depths of sin, 
Where His redeemed have ever been, 
But sovereign grace was underneath, 
o 1ove eternaJ, :!trong as death l " 11 Sovereign Ruler of the skies, 

Ever graotous, ever wise, 1' &o. 
As though helped by the Holy Spirit, he re-

Yours in truth, A. MARTIN. 
In the Church of Christ at Providence 
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·charel, we do bless the Lord. Notwith
·standin!l: the many changes we have passed 
thro1111:h, peace is enjoyed liy us. Our dear 
brother Edgerton ha.• laboured in our midst 
nearly two years. He is a hard-working 
and perseverin!): man in the execution of his 
-sacred office. His close researches and study 
in the Word of God are marked in his minis
try. We rejoice that he is kept faithfully 
preach in!): the Gospel as it is in Jesus, from a 
personal and an experimental acquaintance 
of the same, which is heartily appreciated by 
his people. With gratitude, we acknowled!):e 
the lo, in!l,"kindness of our precious Lord, and 
tbe operations of the Holy Spirit, which have 
crowned his labours with some measure of 
suece~, in reg·pnerating-, encouraging-, in
gathering, and establishing of souls. During 
the past year twenty-six members have been 
united to the church, in Feb., 5; July, 6; 
Aug., 2; Nov., 7; Dec., 6 -18 by baptism, 
8 from other Churches, who hnd been pre
viously in membership with us. Some are 
young in the ways of tbe Lord, others have 
for )'ears known and Im·ed tbe truth, thus 
giving stability to the Church. There is an 
increase in the school, and much union in 
carrving on the work of the Lord here. 

The alteration and renovation of the chapel 
and schoolroom administers much to our com
fort and appearance ; the total cost wa.s 
£205; ca.sh paid, £168; balance due to 
treasurer, £;37. Considering the heavy ex
penditure of the year, the Lord has inclined 
the hearts of the people to work willingly, 
and we are looking forward hopefully for 
larger blessings. It is a heavenly sight, 
when minister, deacons and Church, work in 
harmony; when a spirit of prayer is felt, and 
power attends the Word. Well might the 
psalmist say, "Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity.'' I trust this is our lot. May the 
Lord keep us watchful, and increase us with 
the whole increase of God. So prays yours 
in truth, A. MARTIN. 

March 8th, 1876. 

CA M BRIDGE. - EDEN CHAPEL. 
Having had many infallible proofs that the 
Lord the Spirit is still performing His mis
sion, by blessing His own Word to the hearts 
of many amongst us, on Thursday evening, 
March ·2nd, we were favoured again to see 
our new pool opened, and the Divinely-ap
poin I ed rite of baptism was very beautifully 
and impressivelr, attended to in the old
fasbiontd way, ' They went down iu to the 
water." The Lord bath said of His people, 
" I will bring the blind, and the Jame," &c. ; 
from this, we infer that when the Lord's 
time to favour Zion is come, all obstacles 
shall be removed, and barriers that before had 
appeared insurmountable, shrul vanish as 
mists before the morning sun. Upon this 
occasion we had proof of this in be!Jolding a 
dear sister, nearly i;eventy~ven, buried 
beneath the baptismal wave, and she appeared 
to pass throu!!'h the beautiful ordinance with 
OB much ease 1111 many younger in years. It 
plea.,ed the Lord to bring her and two of her 

dau~·hters to decision upon the subject, 
under the minish·y of our dear pnstor, and he 
bapl ized them all at the same time. Our 
brother McCure was suffering· from a severe 
cold, but he preached an impressive discourse 
from the words, "Can any man forbid water 
that these should not be baptized, who have 
received the Holy Ghost as well as we 1" 
Brother Deeks gave out the hymns, and after 
the admiuistrntion of the ordinance, gave us 
a short but pertinent address, and concluded 
the sac.red and beautiful service by prayer. 
The presence of the great Head of the Church 
was felt to be amongst us, and there was a 
large gathering to witness the ordinance. 

JOSEPH FAVELL. 

LIMEHOUSE.-Coverdale schoolroom, 
Waterloo Street, Commercial 'Road. Sixth 
annive1·sary of formation of Church nt this 
place was ·wednesday, March 15; about 100 
friends took tea. A sermon was preached by 
the venerable W. Flack. Our esteemed 
brother read am.I expounded 23rd Psalm; 
and preached a most eloquent discourse from 
Romans viii. 31, " What shall we then say 
to these things? " Space fails me to give 
any idea of the things he touched upon, 
suffice it to say, they were all touching the 
King. At the close, he said you have great 
cause as a Church and people, to raise 
another Ebenezer-" Hitherto the Lord bath 
helped you." During the past month the 
place has been entirely cleansed and reno
vated; a new platform erected, and we may 
truly say, this plant once transplanted 
has now grown to a large tree ; and the 
spacious room, capable of holding-400, nearly 
full. Brother Carpenter continues to preach 
to large numbers. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION. - The new 
chapel in Speke Road, which is only a few 
minute's walk from the grand Central Rail
way Station, called " Clapham Junction," 
was opened on Tuesday morning, March 14, 
1876, with a meeting for earnest prayer at 
9 o'clock. At 11, Mr. Israel Atkinson 
preached the first sermon from the words 
"So the king and all the children of Israel 
dedicated the house of the Lord.'" Mr. J. 
S. Anderson, in afternoon, delivered a dis
course from " God be merciful unto us and 
bless us," &c. Charles Wilson, Esq., pre
sided over the evening meeting, when good 
things were spoken by several ministers, and 
over £123 were collected that day. We 
expect to give the history of this new cause 
another time: it will show how certain it is 
that truth will grow, when its friends are 
devoted aad earnest in their efforts. 

LAXFIELD, SUFFOLK.-On 'ruesday, 
March 7th, the Baptist Church held their 
annual Church tea meeting. A happy even
ing was spent. At the prayer meeting, on 
the previous evening, Mr. Seaman presented 
the pastor (Mr. R. E. Sears), in the name of 
the Church and congregation, with a purse 
containing nearly £20. Mr. Sears has juet 
completed his seventeenth year ,of work at 
Lufield. 
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REVIEW OF THE ROLL OF LONDON 
MINISTERS WHO HOLD FAST 

NEW TESTAMENT PRINCIPLES. -
No. 3. 

Our •econd question is - Who are they 
thnt fill up the vacancies occasioned by the 
homeward flie:ht of the fathers who have 
gone belore us 7 

The most recent appointment is thnt of 
A SUCCESSOR TO THE LATE JOHN 

FOREMAN, 
Of Mount Zion, Hill Street, Dorset Square. 
On Monday evening, March 6, 1876, at a 
special Church-meeting, Mr. G. W. Shep
herd was chosen as the pastor of the said 
Church by a large majority ; 228 voted for 
him, over 52 against him: that is 72 over and 
above the three-fourths required by the 
Church deeds; supposing not one of the new 
members had voted, there would even then 
have been a majoritv of 20 of the original 
Church. The new pastor, his deacons, and 
the Church generally, have thus come to the 
end of their anxiety ; for some exercise of 
-faith, prayer, and patience, there must have 
been. Ruch an election will excite much 
thankfulness unto the Lord; and as on each 
-occasion the numbers for Mr. Shepherd have 
increased, it proves his ministry has been 
growingly acceptable; and if it please the 
Lord to honour him with the blessing,; of His 
soul-quickening, law-applying, Christ-re
vealing, truth-unfolding, and faith-confirm
ing powers of the Holy Ghost, there can be 
no doubt but that a large Church will be 
gathered togeth•r. Mr. Shepherd's pros
pects, as a minister settled over a London 
Church which has been planted nearly fifty 
years, are cheering. He may be spared to 
preach tlrn Gospel in London, and in differ
ent parts of this favoured country during the 
next forty or fifty years: and if the Church 
-can effectually pour out the N eginal peti
tion-" 0 prepare mercy and truth, which 
may preserve him;''-If our God aud Saviour 
answer that cry, no man can measure the 
extent of his usefulness. We have no more 
knowledge of Mr. Shepherd than we have 
·of Theodore Monod, of Paris; both are 
spoken of as eloquent orators; hut one thing 
demands most devout gratitude to the Great 
Head of the Church, which is the fact that 
earnest and able young men are still rising 
up in our Churches who are not carried away 
by the strong current now sweeping its 
thousands into the apparently beautiful, po
pular, and prosperous sea of duty-faith and 
Open Communion-which to us appears a 
dangerous voyage. 

We have been in most parts of this 
country during the last thirty years. We 
have watched the flowing nnd increasingly 
swelling tides of the Open Communion ocean, 
especially since ISM. We have seen chapels 
rising in all directions; overflowing as.sem
blies hnve been gathered: the Word of God 
has been read to them; some Gospel has been 
preached among them ; thousands have pro
fessed faith in Jesus Christ. "Our God is 
in the heavens, and He bath done whatso
ever it bath ~leased Him." Thel'e we must 
leave what we cannot undrsetand. We are 

resolved, however, _by the grace of God, to 
abide by that one only Gospel which, about 
fifty years since, was committed unto us, 
and to a steadfast continuance in the practice 
of keeping the Lord's Table inside the 
Church, where He first placed it, and minis
tering at that table to none hut those who 
have believed in and lovingly obeyed our 
exalted God-Man Redeemer; albeit, for so 
continuing, we may be left out in the cold, 
and have none to walk with but Him who 
said, "Lo! I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world." 

Of course, Ordination Services or a Puhlic 
Recognition of Mr. Shepherrl will speedily 
be bolden. We shall endeavour to report 
such service for the benefit ot our readers. 
The Ken_tish modern p~ilosopher says, " It 
seems a~ it each generatmn grew wiser than 
i(s predecessor. Old ~;n, therefore, only 
hve to he laughed at ! We have noticed 
this fact. In the common converse, even of 
those rising young gentlemen who profess 
to be, and we hope are, true beliners in Jesus, 
we have heard the coarsest contempt cast 
upon the aged men. As we were horn and 
brought up in the wilds of Kent, when 
schools were scarce indeed, what <'an we 
know compared with the Elihus of this day; 
And yet we sometimes dcire to expre:-s our 
thoughts. We may do so some day, even of 
the newly-chosen Shepherd. 

THE PASTOR'S GOOD WIFE AND 
HER REWARD. 

BOROUGH GREEN, K~NT.-Wednesday, 
March 8th, commemoration of Jubilee, and 
presentation to pastor's wife, Mrs. H uxham. 
Tea meeting took place in spacious new 
school-rooms. The gathering was far in ex
cess of what was anticipated. The trains 
( close to us from Lone on to Maids tone) 
brought some of pastor's old friends from 
town; his old townsmen and playfellows in 
boyhood. Happy gathering. Tea being 
over, we adjourned to Chapel for evening 
service, and were joined by many more. 
Chair was occupied by pastor. The service 
began with-

•• Come, Thou Fonnt of every blessing." 
Brother Beecher, a deacon, prayed. Pastor 
said our present gathering was social and 
congratulatory: it would be open for any 
who had n word to say. Mr. G. Barnes, of 
Mote Farm, immediately state<! be hnd been 
honoured in being invited to do honour to one 
to whom honour was due; and after a very 
suitable address, walked to where Mrs. Hux
ham was sitting, and asked her acceptance 
of a token of the respect and esteem in 
which she was held by each and all-the 
friends subscribing thereto-and presented 
her with a handsome gold watch aml chain, 
in the name of the Church and congrega
tion, praying she would he long spared to 
wear it, and to wear it iu connectiou with 
the cause of God in Borough Greeu ; also, 
he presented her with a splendid sofa cushion, 
the handiwork of Miss Thompson, of Platt, 
who always takes a lively interest in the 
singing, and occasionully presides at the 
harmonium. .Mrs. Huxham, on l'ising to 
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notify her acceptimce, in a firm and audible 
voice thanked all the friends for their kind
ness toward her. We should not forget that 
her natal day is the 5th of February ; on 
that day one of her young lady friends pre
sented her with a beautifully executed draw
in,:r-the work of her own hands-framed 
and ,:rlazed, which now grace2 Mrs. Hux
ham's sitting room, uniform with one the 
same ~•oung· lady (Miss Fawc-ett, of Plaxtol) 
presented the pastor with on his jubilee. 
Mr. Huxham\ as the representative of his 
good wife, en arged on the subject of the 
presentation, gi,ing thanks to all. 

The choir favoured us with sacred pieces, 
played and sung admirably; Mr. C. Walls, 
of Wrotham, presiding at the harmonium, 
the sin,:ring being Jed by the sonorous voice 
of Mr. Crowhurst, of Sevenoaks. 

Brother Beecher made a few sound, sensi
ble and-heart-warming remarks on Christian 
love. 

This happy meeting closed by all wishing
the pastor and his beloved wife long lile, 
continued Jabour in their present sphere, 
with abundant success and uninterrupted 
happiness in the remainder of their union on 
earth. 

u A.11 hail the power of J esu's name" 

was sung; and a prayer by the pastor, for 
each and all. The singers, in order to have 
the last of it, then sang-

• , A day· s march nearer home." 
BESOR. 

[This example is worthy of i!"ita!ion_ .. We 
wish every pastor bad such a krnd, JUd1c10us, 
and industrious wife.-ED.] 

BURFORD, 0X0N. 
DEARBROTHER,-1 have had some trying 

journeys here from Cheltenham. Struck 
with cold on one or two occasions, thought 
the race over; the crown soon min~ ; but 
found those precious truths the Lord bas so 
long enabled me to declare to tbou~alii!.s, 
would, yea, did supporf. Although _changes 
and wars are appointed unto me, I hope my 
labours are not in vain in the Lord: shall 
have some precious souls as my "joy and re
joicinj?" in the bright world above, w)1~n t~e 
Lord Himsell •hall come " to be glorified Ill 
all His saints, and admired in all them that 
believe." 

The Lord bas done great things for my 
family ; three are !Dern hers of Christ; !DY 
youngest was baptized last month : he 1s a 
brand plucked from the fire. ~o, althong_b 
mine bas been a rough, mysterious path, it 
is the "right way." 

J•m now right bu•y. Tile Lord is blessing 
the Word here ; expect to baptize directly. 

Ignorance and death are all around, but, 
by God's g-race, they shall have the truth, if 
I die over it; so that Christ be glorified: that 
is all I desire. J. FLORY. 

NEW ZEALAND. - DEAR BANKs,
Through the help oflsrael's G<J?,.we continue 
as the heart of one, man, str1vml? together 
for the faith once delivered to the saints. 
Monday, Dec. 27th, 1875, first school anni-

versary of Strict Baptists wa• held in Dunedin 
0tago. We were well suited in hnving ~ 
large room lent us by one of our friends, 
About fi~y chil<lren gathered to tea, with 
straog·ers and friends. At evening- service 
the chah· was taken by a truth seeking and 
loving man of God, who opened the service 
with solemn address to children and friends, 
from Psa, i., and supplicated the throne of 
grace for a blessing. Several portions of 
s~ripture were ably repeated by the children. 
The meeting was closed with the hymn, 
" For ever .with the Lord." Children were 
pleased ; friends were glarldened at the spark 
of truth in this distant land, where the voice 
of truth is but little heard: while the thun
ders of free-will roll through the streets of 
Dunedin. How true the Word of God! "I 
will command, and lift the House ot Israel 
among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a 
sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon 
the eartb."-S. SEARLE, Clarke Street, 
Dunedin, Otago. 

KN0WL HILL.-At this spot, hallowed 
by the memory of many good men now de
parted, the Gospel still is preached. Its 
earlier history was of a prosperous character; 
the sight of such men as the late George 
Wyard, J. Foreman, and others, on special 
occasions, filled the hearts of the people with 
joy. Among other gracious men nowlivh1g 
who have frequented this place are C. W . 
Bank•, John Cox, and J. Bloomfield, who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and 
truth. Many changes have been realised. 
The devoted B. Mason and J. Webb are gone 
to the better world, and nearly ·a11 who first 
formed the Church here. Yet amid dis
couragements salvation by grace is pro
claimed. Brethren from Reading go and 
labour instrumentally to feed God's people 
and gather in sinners. Tb~y _feel the need of 
special power and hies.sing~ that even yet 
the voice of earnest · en h:eaty for prosperity 

· may be succeeded by thanksgiving and the 
voice of melody, as an evidence· of·prayer 
heard and answered. Will all w,hofove God!s 
people, and specially those who know the 
cause at Know! Hill, cry earnestly-We 
beseech Thee, 0 Lord, send now prosperity? 

E. P. BROWN. 

WEST WYC0MBE.-At our little chapel 
we have had the Gospel preached in a plain 
and truthful spirit by Mr. Geo, White1 of 
High Wycombe. We can pray the Lora to
fill bis soul with spiritual life and power. 
'fo raise the dead, to deliver the burdened, 
to comfort the broken-hearted, we must have 
more than a sound creed: although the form 
of sound words is not to be deapised. 

~irt!Js, 
On March 4, at MarJIJorougb road, Old Kent 

road, tbe wife of Mr. R. A. Lawrence (of Ber
moildsey) of two sons. 

On Marcb 14, at Upper Grange road, S.E., the 
wife of T. D. Knott of a son. 

~tldlJ. 
On Feb. 17, at the advanced age of 83, John 

C. Neve, at Norblton, Surrey. 



<!Cge igurcg iuitg igrist in ~for!l, 
A SERMON BY THE PASTOR, W. H. BISHOP, 

PREACHED IN THE ENGLISH BAPTIST CHAPEL, BANGOR, ON SUND.H, APRIL 2, 1876. 

"Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I 
am ; that they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst 
Me before the foundation of the world."-John xvii. 24. 

IN thiH glorious chapter we have Christ in prayer thanking God for 
having given Him power over all flesh, so that He should give 

eternal life to as many as the Father had given Him; and this life 
eternal consists in knowing God and Jesus Christ whom God had sent 
into the world. He speaks of the connection existing between Himself 
and God, and Himself and all believers in Him-it is a spiritual connec
tion, and, therefore, can never be severed by human power. It has existed 
from everlasting, and will continue to exist to everlasting; for "what 
can separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in 
all these thingR we are more than conquerors through Him that loved 
us." 
· It is the desire of Christ that the world should know that God loves 
all true believers in Christ as He loves Christ Himself: all those that 
have been adopted into the family of God are the sons and daughters 
of the Lord God Almighty. These are they for whom Christ prays, 
and died, and lives again; these are they to whom Christ gave the 
promise of the Spirit; these are they that receive and believe the 
Gospel-God's chosen ones, Christ's own sheep and lambs: they follow 
Him through good report and ill, because they love Him and know His 
voice. When He uttered the words of my text He was drawing near 
His journey's end; therefore, His heart seems filled to overflowing with 
love towards those He was about to leave behind. It is true they had 
been wayward and slow to learn the truth, yet being His constant com
panions, they had won their way to His heart's best affections, and, 
therefore, He intercedes with God on their behalf:-" Father, I will 
that they also whom Thou hast given Me be with Me where I am." 
By this prayer you see how deeply interested Christ is in the well-being 
of His own children: it is the will of Christ that His own people should 
be with Hi)ll, and, therefore, remember that His will is law. The poor 
leper said to Christ, " If Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean," and 
the Saviour said, "I will, be thou clean; and immediately his leprosy 
was cleansed." So it is; if Christ wills it, it is done. The will of the 
Father and that of the Son are beautifully blended together-like the 
colours in the rainbow, they harmonise. It is Christ's own personal 
desire that those whose hearts have been changed by the grace of God 
should be continually with Him; for His delights are with the ~ons of 
men; for there is a secret connection between the heart of Christ and 
the hearts of His followers which the world cannot see, therefore, can
not understand. It is a spiritual union and a perpetual one, not to be 
severed or broken off; for having set His love upon us, He will love 
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us for ever. He is not fickle and changeable like the friends of earth: 
He does not take us into His favour one day, and then cast us off 
again. What, then, is that bond of union which connects us to Christ? 
H is love. Love is stronger than death, enduring as the throne of 
God, and lasting as eternity. Yes! Christ stands between the Father 
and the returning prodigal, and unites them together in His own 
Person; 1,0 that which connects Christ to the Father unites Christ to 
the sinner-it is love; and the prayer of Christ is that they that love 
Him should be with Him continually: with Him in the garden, when 
His soul is exceedingly sorrowful; with Him at the house of sickness 
and death; with Him in public as well as in private; with Him on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, when heaven is reflected in His face· 
with Him on Calvary, when He is pouring out His soul unto death'; 
with Him by day, by night, in life, in death. 

"For ever with the Lord; 
Amen, so let it be: 

Life from the dead is in that word-
Tia immortality." 

To be with Christ! What does that imply? Safety, security. Does 
not the child feel safe while it holds the father's hand? Though he 
should stumble, yet the father keeps him from falling. Does not the 
child of God feel safe and secure while be has bold of the hand of bis 
Elder Brother, and listens to His voice, saying, " My grace is sufficient 
for thee?" Oh, child of weakness, hold fast to the hand of the loving 
Saviour, and He will never let thee go, because He has prayed that 
thou mayest be with Him. Thy presence is the chief delight of Christ: 
He loves to have thee near to Him ; for thou art His-purchased with 
His own blood, bought back from the slavery of sin, illuminated by 
the influenre of the Spirit, and made a fit companion for the Son of 
God who delights in thy company. 

All that lo,e Christ and serve Him are God's peculiar gift to His 
Son ; therefore He values them on that account, and says, "Those 
which Thou hast given Me I have kept." Christ's presence keeps us 
from a thousand snares to which we should be exposed without it: He 
is with us in the public worship; He is with us in the prayer meeting: 
nay, His own words are these-" I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world." What can cheer the heart of believers in Christ 
more than to know that they are not alone in sickness, in health, in 
sorrow, and in poverty? He is with them to cheer, to comfort, to 
strengthen, and bless. Here we have His spiritual presence, in heaven 
we shall see Him face-to-face, and know even as we are known. He 
waits our coming; He beckons us onward; He holds out the prize; 
He draws us by the cords of love; He attracts us by the exhibition of 
Himself, who is the Chief of all the inhabitants of heaven, clothed with 
light as with a garment, holding the seven stars in His right hand: 
He is girt about with a golden girdle; His voice is like the sound of 
many waters; and this is He that prays to the Father that we may be 
present with Him; that we may enjoy the blessedness of that heaven 
which He has purchased for us, and to which He has given us a free 
title ; and as the servants of Christ come up from earth to heaven, one 
by one, the angels of God sweep their harps afresh, and hallelujahs ring 
along the golden streets of the new Jerusalem as Christ hands into His 
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Father's home all that have washed their robes in the blood of the 
Lamb-to be for ever with the Lord. 

The desire of Christ is that all His loved ones should be with Him 
that they may behold His glory. He is worthy of our admiration and 
contemplation; He is worthy of our worship and our praise, and to 
be had in everlasting remembrance. His glory-what is it but life
everlasting life? And this life He has given to all those that God the 
Father gave Him before the world was; and in heaven these bask in 
the sunshine of His love, enjoy His smile, and render unto Him that 
homage due unto His name by casting their crowns before His throne, 
saying, "Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and 
power; for Thon hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they are 
and were created." When we shall see Christ in all His glory in heaven 
we shall see Him as our King, and Priest, and God; and we shall be 
able better then to understand Him ; for we shall be like Him, having, 
by His grace, been transformed into the same image, from glory to 
glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. Yes, as Christ is the express image 
of the Father, so is the regenerated soul the exact image of Christ. 
Oh, child of sin and sorrow, of sickness, and poverty, and tears, think 
of this, and let thy heart bound with delight at the thought that, by 
the grace of God, thou shalt be made like Christ; thou shalt be with 
Him, and behold His glory, stand in His presence, listen to the music 
of His voice that shall thrill thy soul with inexpressible joy and 
delight; the reflection of His countenance will fall upon thy soul and 
flood thee with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Yon have seen Him 
by faith in the manger at Bethlehem; yon have seen Him in the garden; 
yon have seen Him at Pilate's bar; yon have seen the cruel men smiting 
Him with the palms of their hands; yon have seen His temples twined 
about with the crown of thorns; yon have seen Him bearing the cross; 
yon have seen Him nailed to the accursed tree, while His life-blood 
trickled slowly down and clots beneath His feet !-My brother, my 
sister, it was the enormity of thy sin that placed Him there: He bore 
all this for thee; and the demons from the bottomless pit assembled 
around the cross to take, if possible, advantage of the Saviour's weak
ness. But listen to those words that emanate from the dying lips of 
Christ-they are the words of a Conqueror, the words of a Deliverer, 
and of a God-" It is finished! It is finished!" And now the cry is 
raised in heaven-" Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates, and be ye lift up, 
ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in. Who is 
this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty; the Lord mighty 
in battle. Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the 
King of glory." And it is the desire of the heart of Christ that all 
for whom He died should be with Him where He is, to behold His 
glory-the glory which He had with the Father before the world was. 

Stephen, the first Christian martyr, when dying, looked up aud 
saw, through the opening heavens, Christ standing at the right hand 
of God in all His glory. This cheered His soul, and gave _Him C?n
fidence in His Saviour. Paul had a desire to depart and be with Chnst. 
Yes, one sight of Christ in glory will far more than repay us for all 
the sufferings of earth. He desires that all who love and serve Him 
should behold His glory; and RO they shall, for as soon as the eyes of 
our body shall close to the scenes of earth in death, the eyes of our 
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souls will open to behold the glory of heaven, which is Christ. Yes, it 
is true we shall not remain blindfolded until the resurrection-morn, nor 
inactive, nor silent; but as we enter we shall join in the song of the 
redeemed, and hold converse with th~ great and good of all ages of the 
world, and join in the worship which all render to Christ, saying,-

" Oh, worship the King, all glorious above! 
Oh, gratefully sing His power and love! 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of days, 
Pavilioned in splendour, and girded with praise.'' 

Is it possible, cries the poor child of affliction and persecution, that 
all this is reserved for me? Yes, and more; for it has never entered 
into the heart of man to conceive what God has in store for those that 
lo,e Christ. The heights, and depths, and lengths, and breadths of 
His love and glory defy all human power to fully describe. The thin 
veil of flesh hides much from view; but when we shall put off this 
earthly tabernacle, and this mortal shall put on immortality, then we 
shall ascend to glory and to Christ, to take possession of the mansion 
which He has prepared for us from the foundation of the world. There 
we shall live and reign with Him, beholding His glory, without a cloud 
between, for ever and e,er. Have you the witness within yourselves 
that you are the children of God? " If children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ." Have you received His grace, and 
felt the power of His Spirit, and obeyed His commands? If so, happy 
are ye; for ye have eaten of the tree of life which grows in the midst 
of the Paradise of God, and you shall live for ever, beholding His 
glory. He has been thy companion on earth, thou shalt be His in 
heaven: He has given thee of His grace, He will crown it with glory. -
Oh, what is dear to creatures of the earth? Life, love, light, liberty. 
But dearer far than all on earth-an univerSJ:l more divine-the gift 
which God endows His chosen with, of His own uncreated glory-His 
before all worlds, all ages, and reserved till after all for those He loves 
and saves. 

'' ANOINTED WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE 
HIS FELLOWS." 

My DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-The subject I am about to 
introduce to your notice possibly may be in harmony with your own 

views, in which case, it would be cause for our rejoicing together; but 
should it be otherwise, I trust you will receive it as meant on my part 
for the advancement of an important truth, and for the glory of Him 
who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 

About six years since, the editor of a semi-monthly old school 
Baptist paper, called the Z,ion's Advocate, of U.S.A., and best I know 
of here, gave his views on the twelv~ disciples Paul foun~ at Ephesus; 
which were that they were not baptized after Paul met with them, and 
expounded to them the purport of" John's baptism." And also called 
upon the readers of the Z. A. for their views on the subject. He, how
ever, stated that John made his disciples by baptism, or, in other words, 
that " baptism preceded discipleship." The which I had never heard or 
thought of before; and while taking my pen to attempt the disproval of 
both his positionB, I became convinced of the truth of the latter, that 
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~• John's baptism preceded discipleship;" but in this he was disappointed, 
for to me it became a strong argument of John's baptism having ter
minated, if not before, certainly after Christ's resurrection, and the new 
commission given to His apostles. 

For in my investigation of the subject, I found that "John's 
baptism was the baptism of repentance," and not that following a saving 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and clearly defined by the Apostle Paul, 
in Acts xix. 4, "Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism 
,of repentance; saying unto the people (not I baptize you in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, but) that they should 
(not did) believe on Ilim that should come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus." .Accordingly, it here appeared that John's baptism did precede 
believing, and, consequently discipleship. John thus clearly fulfilled his 
mission of forerunner and preacher of the national repentance required 
by God of His people the Jews, as the way prepared by him for them to 
receive Jesus Christ as their King and Messiah, at the same time, the 
way for Christ, on their receiving John's baptism of repentance as 
evidence of their fealty to Christ, whereby he would have consummated 
their national welfare in general, and especially the saving of Jerusalem's 
adored Temple, &c., . &c. " He came unto His own, but His own 
received Him not," they remained the "treacherous wite in departing 
from her husband," spoken of in Jer. iii. 

And the period from John's first preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, to the end of his life, was the" space (given to them as the 
Lord's national wife, or the mystical Jezebel) to repent of her fornication, 
and she repented not" (Rev. ii. 21). And Christ testified to them, 
saying, that, "John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye 
believed not him: but the publicans and harlots believed him: and ye, 
when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him" 
{John) (Matt. xxi. 31). Yet John had many disciples, "who were thus 
a people prepared for the Lord;" but the others, and they were the many 
.to whom Christ said, " 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem," &c., "how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
-chickens under her wings, and ye would not" (Matt. xxiii. 37). 

This was one object of John's baptism, by which the way of the 
Lord was prepared; the next, and not the least important, was, that 
Christ might be made manifest to Israel after the flesh, as saith John, 
"That He (Christ) should be made manifest to Israel, therefore, am I 
-come baptizingwith water" (John i. 31). As also herein was Hemani
fested to John himself, for he did not know Him till he saw the " Spirit 
descending at the baptism of Christ, and remaining upon Him " (John 
i. 33). Hereafter, as never before, John exclaimed, "Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." After this, John's 
ministry soon terminated: but the baptism of Christ was the greatest 
devotional act of John, by which Christ was prepared, or publicly con
secrated and proclaimed the great anti-typical High Priest, "beiug by 
the Holy Ghost, anointed with the oil of gladness above His fello'l'l'.s" 
,(Heb. i. 9). His fellows there, I think, having reference to the high 
priests of the Old Testament dispensation, who, only, went into the holy 
·of holies. 

Almost immediately afterward Christ entered upon His public 
ministration, which is spoken of by Peter as "beginning from ( or after, 
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as being of the past) the baptism of John, &c." (Acts i. 22); also more 
definitely "That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout 
all Judea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John 
preached" (Acts x. 37); and as Paul ·said, "As John fulfilled his course, 
he said, whom think ye that I am? I am not He; but behold, there 
cometh One after me, whose shoes of His feet I am not worthy to loose" 
(Acts xiii. 25). 

Thus I new the baptism which John preached, as the baptism of the 
preparation of the Jews by repentance to receive Christ, and also as for 
Christ's manifestation, and His public consecration (not needed, only as 
the Aaronic law required) for the fulfilling of all righteousness, having 
by circumcision become debtor to the law, "to fulfil the whole law" (Gal. 
v. 3). Hence I apprehend John's terminated when (if not before) Christ 
proclaimed from Calvary's Cross "It is finished," "and gave up the 
Ghost." 

Presently He rises from the de~d, appears to His sorrowing disciples, , 
proclaims peace upon them, the happy result of the flowings of His own 
precious blood, and His resurrection combined, and before He ascends 
to His Father, and their Father, tells them, "All power is given unto 
Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost" (Matt. xxviii. 36, 37). A new feature altogether, and 
this to be done as symbolising the ,accomplishment of the work of the 
Three-One God, also as an emphatic assurance of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of our blessed and adorable Saviour Jesus Christ, also of 
" our being buried with Him by baptism into death; that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life" (Rom. vi. 4), neither of which did the 
baptism of John represent. 

Therefore, "Apollos having known only the baptism of John," was 
the only defect Aquila and Priscilla could discover in his ministry ; " for 
otherwise he was eloquent and mighty in the Scriptures, was instructed 
in the ( saving) way of thfl Lord, was fervent in the spirit, and spake and 
taught diligently the things of the Lord, had helped much those of 
Achaia which had believed through grace and mightily convinced the 
Jews, and that publickly, shewing by the Scriptures that Jesus was 
Christ" (Acts xviii. 24-28). There is not a thing named but what 
He was mighty in, except that He knew only the baptism of John, 
this was therefore what Aquila and Priscilla expounded unto him. more 
perfectly. 

Now Priscilla and Aquila had come to Ephesus with Paul, who, de
parting, said unto them, " I must by all means keep this feast that 
cometh in Jerusalem, but I will return again unto you, if God will." 
At this time he hears nothing of Apollos or the disciples in question, 
being now A.D. 55. Paul, however, faithful to his word, returns, A.D. 56, 
and now hears of the visit Apollos had made to Ephesus, being also 
introduced to the said disciples. From which I apprehend that the 
twelve Ephesian disciples were converted under the preaching of Apolloa, 
and most probably baptized by him unto John's baptism. Therefore 
Paul gives them, after obtaining their statement, an exposition of John's 
baptism, after which Luke says, "They were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus" (Acts xix. 4). For it is nowhere said that Paul told 
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them that they had been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And 
to read the fourth verse without the italicised pronoun " this," entirely 
destroys the purport of the text, which I view as a case for Church 
guidance in defective baptisms for following ages of Christians. 

But if any insist that it (this) may be left ont, because in italics, 
then I insist that many others of the same grammatical construction 
might be served in like manner, thereby destroying their meaning and 
rendering their alterations absolute absurdities. I will, with your per
mission, produce one or two; take for instance, Acts xix. 28, "And when 
they heard these sayings, they were full of wrath," &c. What sayings? 
Obviously, those things Paul persuaded the people with "saying, they 
be no gods, which were made with hands,'' &c.; but, by leaving out the 
words italicised" these sayings," it will then read, "And when they 
heard they were full of wrath," and so on. Thns the meaning is lost and 
the text rendered absurd. One more. 

"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and 
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, men and brethren, what 
shall we do?" ( Acts ii. 37.) The preaching preceding of course is what they 
bad heard. The italicised word "this" being left out makes it read, 
when they beard they were pricked in the heart, &c. But by what 
scbolasticism of philosophy it can be shown such is the proper reading, 
I know not, certainly it can be none other than by sophistry. For 
by whom had they been told " they were pricked in their heart?" 

So, in the case of the Ephesian disciples (Acts xix. 4), Paul had 
not told them that they bad been baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus ; but having beard Paul's exposition of "J obn's baptism," they 
discovered they had received an obsolete baptism, that which preceded 
believing, and not that which succeeds faith, as described in the case 
of the Eunuch by Philip, when the Eunuch asked him, saying, " See, here 
is water; what doth binder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If 
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest" (Acts viii. 36, 37). 

On this matter of" John's baptism," &c., I wrote to brother Banks, 
in June of last year, showing the disadvantages Baptists are now labour
ing under, in maintaining that the baptism they administer is John's. 
When, if our dear risen Lord had intended to continue that, what 
need was there for His new command to His disciples? Because 
John's baptism had all along been recognized by them and observed 
as from heaven. 

But that having done its work of preparation and of the manifestation 
of Christ, in which it could only point to Him that was to come, having 
in it no authority to baptize m the name of the sacred Three, because the 
work of Christ was not fully accomplished, but, when He had proclaimed 
"It is finished," and had risen from the dead, He had an undisputed right 
to ascend to the presence of His Father, who had declared Himself" well
pleased" in all He had done. And having ascended He could, by right, 
send the Holy Ghost to testify thereof, who descended on the day of 
Pentecost, then bad the apostles the right ofbaptizing in the new order of, 
"iu the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 
Water, as in John's baptism, of course being the proper element. But 
until the Pentecostal descent of the Holy Ghost, as promised by their 
dear Lord, having taken place, whereby they were to be endued with 
power, with that and every other apostolical rite, " They were to tarry 
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in the city of Jernsalem" (Luke xxiv. 49). Hence they had not full 
authority t-0 baptize in the name of the Holy Ghost, until the promise 
-0f the Father was fulfilled. My dear brother, it is a subject fraught 
with great importance to Baptists. Oh that I could see them come forth 
in their proper position, and affirm that their baptism is not John's, 
that being obsolete, as clearly set forth in the work, called the "Sacred 
Bond of Unity; or, the End of Water Baptism" (in which it is greatly 
mistaken), and that they would stand firm by Christ's command, and 
call it, as by the Scriptures can be fully demonstrated to be its right 
title, "the resurrectionary baptism." For if it be not so, "What 
F-hall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at 
all? "llhy are they then baptized for the dead?" (1 Cor. xv. 29). Amen. 

Brother Banks has let my letter lay without notice, until the 
February number of this year, where, on the cover, he says, "W. Mott 
(on S.B.U.) is worthy of wide circulation." Which letter I intended 
not for him alone, but for our brethren generally of Particular Baptist 
order, and especially for my brethren of the " Surrey Tabernacle." 
But I close, praying the dear Spirit of all truth may lead you more 
deeply into the importance of the subject than I can possibly point out, 
and bless you with much of the love of God shed abroad in your 
heart. Amen. Faithfully Yours, WILLIAM MOTT. 

"YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN."-JEsus CuRIST. 
He only lives, who life employs 
In making "sure " eternal joys, 

That dwell in worlds on high; 
All other life is but a dream, 
A bubble floating on the stream, 

That onward flows,-to die. 

True life springs not from sordid earth, 
But from a holy ''second" birth, 

To supplication given ; 
Man then, of this true life possest, 
Receives the pledge of endless rest 

With all the pure in heaven. 

Nor will corruption cease to reign, 
Till ruined man is "born again," 

Of God's eternal love. 
This "second birth" completes the man, 
And forms him after Mercy's plan, 

In nobler worlds above. 
Drake Street Chapel, Rochdale. 

True manhood there can never die, 
But will the monster Death, defy, 

And triumph o'e1· the tomb; 
Life there is one eternal day, 
And knows not weakness, or decay, 

Nor sorrow, care, nor gloom. 

True life alone in heaven is found, 
And cannot thrive on earthly ground, 

Till heaven appears in view; 
.All earthly life is grief and sin, 
Nor will the life of heaven begin, 

Till man is born anew. 
Then all in vain are pride and ,power, 
And the loud plaudits of an hour, 

With all we love on earth; 
For they alone know how to live, 
Who heart, and soul, and being, give, 

When they've the "second birth." 
WILLIAM STOKES. 

"MY FLESH TREMBLETH FOR FEAR OF THEE."-Psa. cxix. 120. 
BELIEVERS in Christ! rejoice in your deliverance from that "fear which bath 

torment." Yet cherish that holy reverential fear of the character and judgmente 
of God, which will form your most effectual safeguard "from presumptuous sins." 
The very supposition, that if God had not engaged Himself to you by an unchange
able covenant, His eternal judgments would have been your eternal portion, is of 
itself sufficient to mingle the wholesome ingredient of fear into the most established 
assurance. Can you look down into the burning gulf beneath your feet, without the 
recollection-If I were not immoveably fastened to "the Rock of Agee," by the strong 
chain of everlasting love, here must have been my abode through the countless age, 
of eternity; if I had not been upheld by the grace, as well as by the providenoe of 
God, I might have dropped out of His hand, as one and another not more rebellious than 
I, have fallen into this intolerable perdition ! 0 God! ,; my flesh trembleth for fear 
of Thee, and I am afraid of Thy judgments."-Charles Bridges. 
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MR. HENRY WISE'S CONVERSION TO GOD. 
BIS WORK IN THE GOSPEL MINISTRY-BIS HAPPY DAYS AT KIN"<TS LANGLEY

GADDESDEN ROW-EATON BRAY-CAVE ADULLAM-SETTLEMENT AT CARMEL, 
PIMLICO-LAST ILLNESS-DEATH-BURIAL, &c, 

[The following Memoir, from tho pen of Mr. Henry Wise, of Watford, lately 
deceased, has been found amongst his papers, and may be interesting to the readers 
of the Vessel, especially to those who knew our brother.-Eo.] 

A DESIRE to remember the goodness and mercy of God, my God 
.L'-1.. and Father in Jesus, led me to pen these few lines, :November, 
1872, sixty-seven years of age 30th October last (native of Bedminster, 
near Bristol), led by providence to Watford, 1-Ierts, July 28, 1828, about 
twenty-three years of age, in the gall of bitterness and bonds of sin, 
without shame, and glorying in my folly-nothing but almighty power 
could have stopped such a hell-deserving wretch. Herein was love, love 
everlasting, loved me while a sinner, not my sins. .A. Ii ving proof Christ 
died for the ungodly; and to this day know by painful experience that 
I am a poor sinner, unworthy of the least of His mercies, and desire to 
the praise of His grace to testify-notwithstanding backslidings of 
heart and life, that never desired, no, not in thought, to go back to 
Egypt again. 

The mercy shown to me was so great that from the beginning of 
grace given, was led to speak of it everywhere, first at home to a beloved 
wife, then my companions in sin, then in the villages around Watford, 
giving tracts to all I met; visiting cottages, without a thought of ever 
being called to the ministry or receiving one shilling for my services. 
This I certify in the sight of Him who alone knows the motives of 
men. 

I was baptized by Mr. Ed wards, the minister of Beechen Grove 
chapel, Watford, Feb. 24, 1833. Supplied with other brethren the 
villages, Leavesden, Mount Pleasant, Watford Heath, Croxley Green, 
where a Sabbath school was raised by Mr. T. Adcock, who left and wished 
me to keep it on, in which I took delight. Was called to preach at 
Rickmansworth for twelve months or more, also Mill End, and other 
places; till about the year 1836 a station was opened at Hunton Bridge, 
near Watford, for preaching. I went with others to supply; from the 
first my heart was knit to the people, and was strengthened by the 
Lord blessing His Word in several remarkable instances: old saints also 
testifying to having profited by the Word. This led me to gi,e up 
other places to supply them every Sunday three times, contrary to the 
mind of the Church at Watford, who afterwards saw it was of the Lord, 
and gave us the right hand of fellowship. This was after we removed 
from Hunton Bridge to a cottage at Gallows Hill, .Abbots Langley; 
and here I cannot look back but with wonder at the sovereignty of 
God, "Not by might or by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord." 
" I will work," saith the Lord, " and none shall let it." The instrument 
is nothing only as used by Him, who worketh all things after the 
counsel of His own will. When I think of my unfitness as regards all 
human qualifications, and having to labour six days for my family, I 
am humbled indeed; but, as the Lord taught me, so I desired to teach 
the people. I was enabled to supply them ernry Sabbath for twelve 
J'.lars. We divelt in love and •peace; and God blest His Word to the 

L 
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sal,at.ion of many souls. Some are gone home, others remain to this 
day, pro,ing, by their life and conversation, it was not the work of man, 
but the work of Him that completes what He begins: have received 
letters from strangers expressing thankfulness that God led them to that 
honoured cottage ; and if the glorifi~d remember the things of time, 
many humqle places will be remembered with joy when the great and 
gorgeous palaces of earth will be swept into chaos. 

HAPPY DAYS IN THE LORD'S WORK. 

Here I could relate several remarkable instances of divine power 
that would be thought by many to be the height of enthusiasm, but 
confirmed me in the truth and reality of the Gospel of the grace of God. 
Those were some of the happiest days of my life; although I had 
many things to contend with in the battle of life-darkness of mind, 
temptations, and other things, that they only know that are similarly 
engaged-it is a glorious and honourable work to him who has felt the 
po"er of the Gospel of Christ in his own soul. The direction given by 
the Apostle, dear Peter, has many times held me up, '' If any man 
minister let him do it as of the ability which God giveth." Thus 
things went on till the year 1852. Never thought before of leaving; 
can assign no cau_se to this day, unless it was the Great Master had 
other ends to answer that I knew nothing of. In the same year, 1852, 
was sent for to supply several Churches; the human cause I know not, as 
I was not known personally by one Strict Baptist minister in the country. 
Tl:e principles of Church order-baptism by immersion on a profession 
of faith in Jesus, and salvation by eternal grace manifested and taught 
by the Holy Spirit-I was taught simply by reading the New Testament, 
and learning by experience that it suited the wants of a great sinner; 
my soul embraced it with joy, and after many years can testify to the 
praise of His grace, that I am more confirmed than at the beginning; 
for without this hope, founded upon the everlasting covenant, I should 
have no more hope than Satan. Have been brought in contact with new 
lights and revelations, but my eyes were so dull of apprehension, could 
ne,er see or understand; have seen such end in darkness and confusion, 
and am fully persuaded that nothing will stand in salvation but that 
which is taught by God the Spirit, through the appointed medium-the 
oracles of truth-this teaching, in every c~e, humbles human nature, 
takes away pride from man, keeps him inwardly poor; consequently a 
dependent-every-day beggar, not demanding, but hoping, because He 
has promised; the time and supply He reserves to Himself. 

In the same year, 1852, was sent for to supply a Church at Gaddes
den Row, near Herne! Hempstead, Herts, where I found a people well 
taught in the doctrines of grace, and holding fast the primitive order of 
the Lord's house. Here the things that grace had planted in my heart I 
saw in a clearer light by conversation with several of the members; thus the 
teacher was taught ; and I thiuk if many teachers made more free with 
the people, and not assume so much, we should not have such one-sided 
and bungling teaching. Here I became acquainted with the brethren 
Milner, Foreman, and Wyard; with the two former have reason to be 
thankful I ever knew them. I continued with this people about twelve 
months constantly; and occasionally till the year 1857: and in the in
terim supplied Churches at Cranfield, Oxford, Winchester, and other 
places; but chiefly a.t Eaton Bray, Beds. Was at home with the Church 
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at Eaton Bray; most of the people poor. I really loved the people, and 
the large Sunday school in connection with this cause. They were 
happy days. A dear brother James, now in glory, a deacon, I was one 
in heart and soul with. The Ohurch more than once wished me to 
settle with them; had I given way to my feelings I should have done so; 
but having a family of seven, which took £100 per annum to support 
in a plain way, I had not faith strong enough to try £50 instead. 

Coi'IIES TO LONDON. 

In October, 1857, was sent for to supply a Church in Stepney, called 
Cave Adullam, which I supplied for thirteen Sabbaths, at different 
times; there I should have continued, for they were a honest, truth
loving people, but the Great Head of the Church had appointed other
wise. The first Sunday at "The Cave," when I returned on the 
Monday, found the choice of my youth, my dear loving wife, confined to 
her bed with the typhus fever; attended her personally till Saturday, 
17th October, 1857, when the Master sent for her; had her children by 
her bedside (with the exception of my eldest daughter), and reminded them 
of the prayers she offered on their behalf, Should not have written of 
this, but my children may read it when my spirit has joined the multi
tude that no man can number, who have waahed their robes in the blood 
of the Lamb. 

CARMEL, PIMLICO. 

In November, 1857, received a letter from the deacons of Carmel 
chapel, Pimlico, to supply their pulpit; my .first text there was, Mark i. 
I," The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ," which was brought 
to my mind by hearing two farmers in conversation in Watford Market. 
One said as I passed, " We shall never know the truth until we go back 
to the beginning." Good, I thought; hence the text. My manner, &c., 
being different, not knowing any particular form, they heard me in my 
mother tongue without attempting great things; for this reason, I knew 
not how, a great stir was made; great numbers attended the chapel; 
it was often filled to overflowing. The deacons, dear souls, now at rest, 
talked of side galleries, but so did not I: rather have a room in a cottage 
full, than a chapel half filled. After preaching to them for some time, 
June 24th, 1858, received the following letler :-_ 

"At a special Church-meeting, held last evening at Carmel, it was earnestly re
quested by forty-four out of forty-eight, members then present, that you do supply 
the pulpit m Carmel for a period of three months, from August 1st, in which request, 
with mingled feelings of prayerful pleasure and concern, we heartily concur, unitedly 
desiring that manifestive evidence may be graciously vouchsafed unto yourself and the 
Church. So prays earnestly, Yours in Gospel bonds on behalf of the Church, &c.'' 

The following day received a similar epistle from the Church at 
Stepney ( therefore, to be honest, had no choice). Was enabled to fulfil 
my three months' engagement at Carmel, with a good degree of pleasure 
to myself, and it appeared with profit to others. In October, received a 
letter to supply the pulpit for six months, with a view to the pastorate, 
which, after prayer and consideration, I replied to in the affirmative, and 
on January 31st, lt!59, received the following:-

" DEAR BROTHER W1sE,-Grace and peaco be with you, and abound through the 
manifest love, power, and operative influence of our covenant _Jehovah, who in the 
unfolding of the manifold wisdom of His divine purpose bath chrected you to Carmel, 
and there bath blessed your labours; the Church have signified their desire that you 



lH THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

should become their pestor, end that your settlement in thet important position, 
should take place at the close of your present six months' engagement. Awaiting, 
dear brother, your reply, and, meanwhile, praying for your direction in this solemn 
matter by Israel's covenant Head, we remain affectionately yours, in Goepel bonds."· 

This letter was signed by the deacons and 100 members. Thus was 
I placed in a position I never sought or prayed for, a matter I dared not 
trifle with. Had an interview with the deacons, wished to supply them 
for twelve months before they came to decision; but this they objected 
to, as the Word had been blest to the salvation of souls, the Church was 
edified, and peace and union had been realized. The following note 
was sent in reply:-

" BRETHREN,-When, in the providence of God, I was first led to speak in His. 
name amongst you, I never thought of anything of this kind being the result. When 
I consider my insufficiency, the solemn responsibility connected with this step, the 
statements made in God's Word against false shepherds, it fills the mind with dread 
to take the oversight of the Church. 0, what is implied bi that word, ' Chn1·ch /> 
the objects of God's love, purchased with blood, for whom al things are made, and 
for whose sake the world continues to the present moment. To preside at their 
councils, to give advice, to direct, to be looked up to as a preacher, a pattern for 
others, to visit the sick, direct the inquirer, to warn the unruly, and feed the Churrh ! 
If the great Apostle, with hie qualifications, natural and spiritual, groaned out, 'Who. 
is sufficient for these things?' where is the man, who has the fear of God in hie heart, 
that would take upon himself such an office, unless by the voice of the Church ; and 
through you, this, I trust, is the voice of God. It is to me a work of faith indeed. 
I have received your letter, read your names, heard your prayers. God's peopfe 
cannot lie (not knowingly), and, in reply, this was given me, 'therefore go with them, 
nothing doubting, for I have sent them.' In the name of the Lord, and trusting in 
His Word, and hoping for an abiding interest in your prayers, I accept of your call. 
God help me. Amen." 

On Thursday, June 30, 1859, a public recognition service was held. 
Brother Milner preached in the afternoon. In the evening my dear
brother Foreman asking the usual questions; brother G. Wyard read 
and prayed. 

Could relate many things relating to providential dealings, the 
remarkable way I was led to Watford, the cause of my staying in the· 
town. Often look back with grateful emotions that make my eyes 
swim; have had but few battles with ungodly men; never was ashamed 
of religion anywhere. Bunyan's Christian never met Mr. Shame, 
nor have I, though often ashamed of myself. Often have had it suggested' 
that it is all presumption. There are some things I am freed from. 
"You turned religious for some worldly motive; to be respectable, had 
an eye to be a preacher, and to be paid for it; to get a wife, or a 
business," as Bunyan tells us. The devil never throws ·this at me, he· 
knows I should call him by his true name, a lior. Yet all I am and 
have I owe to the religion of Jesus Christ. 

BEGINNING .AG.A.IN, 

Now, to begin again, in a new office, a new wife, worry of business, 
now lodging in town, going and returning twice in the week, lots of 
new acquaintances-some of them very strange ones-three sermons 
every week to the same people, affliction in my family, and the harness 
not fitting my new wife, although it soon found its bearing, and fitted 
easier; so that in a little time all was right in this matter. Yet, in the 
midst of the storm and wind from many quarters, my mind was kept 
calm and blessed to know who ruled. Yes, and it made my heart soft, 
brought me to His dear feet, told Him all about it, and trusted in Him:.-
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and shall I ever doubt His faithfulness? Grace helping me, I will hless 
His name as long as I live. These things sanctified, fitted me for the 
work I was engaged in; the Church was edified and comforted, sinners 
called, and the preacher happy in His work. 0 I the happy and 
glorious privilege to know and tell others of a full and finished salvation 
(however feeble), through our Lord Jesus Christ I If any think that 
man, of himself, has will or power, or anything to do in salvation 
matters, they are welcome to all the joy and confidence they get out of 
such a system; the heart is prepared to receive the good seed of the 
Word, manifested by bringing forth the fruits of repentance toward 
God, by conviction of sin, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
not the cause of regeneration, or of God's love to the poor sinner, but 
the effect ; and this will be realized by the election of grace to the 
latest period of life; only those that endure to the end shall be saved. 
I know they may fall in their feelings and experience, and this they do 
thousands of times that none know but themselves; yea, they may, and 
have been, overcome by many things (yet under the permissive will of 
God), so as to lose their good name, and feed the seed of the serpent, 
stop their usefulness, and be of all men most wretched; but to love sin, 
to be happy in their fallen state, impossible. The happiness of the 
real Christian consists in communion with his God and the things that 
accompany salvation; to luse all sight and i!ense of this, to have even 
the door of hope closed to him, is a hell; and although he repents in 
heart, knows the way of salvation, he finds, by bitter experience, he 
cannot apply it to himself: the language of his soul is, " 0, restore unto 
me the joys of Thy salvation;" his good name amongst men, profession, 
union with the Church, is desirable, and valued by the Christian, but 
the joys of salvation far, very far beyond this. Every Christian of 
experience and understanding knows that the Scriptures of truth, the 
-Old and New Testaments, do prove the same. · 

To return. The Church at Carmel went on in peace and prospered 
for a long time; the pastor was helped, although often driven to his wits' 
end for texts, and to his knees from necessity; yet it came and came until 
he was afraid to doubt God's faithfulness till his work was done. One 
thing, he had so much to occupy his own time, that he never interfered 
with his deacons, Sunday school teachers, singers, or tunes. During 
~he pastorate at Carmel the Lord made manifest the power of His Gospel 
lil several very remarkable instances. One I will relate, as it confirmed 

· me in what has been called strong statements in respect of the ordinance 
of believers' baptism, which was seen by thousands when first appointed 
by Him who submitted to the rite Himself, while the Lord's Supper, that 
all profess to see so very plain, was seen but once in an upper room, in 
the presence of twelve men, and they at the time understood not its 
meaning. 

MRS. FOREMAN'S BAPTISM. 

. A Mrs. Foreman, housekeeper to a family of high title, ne~r ~fty 
years of age, who for many years was the subject of strong conv1ct10ns 
of sin, had heard ministers (of many creeds) of high standing in England 
,and other parts of Europe, but realised no satisfactory light or know
ledge, was led to Carmel chapel, there the spiritual materials, forme~ in 
her by regeneration, were set in their proper order, so that by light 
divine she understood the plan of salvation; her peace and joy were 
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great. This she related some months after the ordinance of baptism 
was referred to. She believed in this also as a privilege, but, suffering 
from a se-ere asthmatical complaint, was afraid of the water. It was 
told her it was of divine appointment; the consequences rested with 
Him who gave the commandment. 

A little while after the conversation, one of the Queen's physicians, 
that attended her Ladyship, was sent for, who had prescribed previously 
to the servant as well as the mistress. It was asked, Do you think, Sir, 
a cold bath would do me any harm? The answer was, " If you want to 
commit suicide, take a cold bath." The deacons hearing this, were fearful 
of consequences; but may not the writer say "So was not I"? She was 
bapt ized, and when she came out of the water, sung out aloud the 
praises of the Lord, and said afterwards, that she had not been so well 
for :ears. Go to now, ye that say it is dangerous, not essential, and 
lots more of childish stuff, arising from pride, self-conceit, in most cases. 
Many of the Lord's people have too much wisdom for their ewn com
fort. 

One more case. A strict Churchman, driven into Carmel by a storm 
of rain, and as it continued, remained. On his return home related to 
his wife what he had heard; they came in the evening; God blest it to 
the salvation of both ; they were baptized with three others, and have 
been to this day honourable members of the Church. 

Thus far we have a record of the Lord's mercies from the pen of 
our late brother Wise. For the space of twelve years our brother con
tinued to labour at Carmel, and since that period up to the time of his 
death went hither and thither preaching the Word as doors were opened 
for him. On the 3rd of October last he had a vacant Sunday, and 
went to Carmel chapel, Pimlico, the scene of his former labours. The 
present pastor, Mr. Ward, seeing him there, asked him if he would break 
bread to them, which he did. After the ordinance the pastor asked him 
to supply the pulpit the following Sabbath, to which he consented most 
willingly. According to appointment, he went to Carmel to preach on the 
10th of October. In the morning he preached from the words in Gen. 
xlviii.16," The angel which redeemed (me) from al,levil, bless the lads." 
The evening service had commenced, and while engaged in reading 
1 Pet. i. to the 15th verse, he suddenly faltered, and was carried out of 
the pulpit into the vestry. Of this last day's work on earth of our 
brother, one of the deacous thus writes:-

" On that morning be spoke to the people in the spirit of truth and 
earnestness which will never be forgotten by me and many others; it 
appears by the great liberty of speech and his great confidence in his 
Lord, many who beard Him, said, 'I bad the presence of the Lord 
to-day.' I said to one of my brother deacons-What think you? He
said-Our Brother Wise talked like one fully ripe for glory. We said 
to our Brother Wise, I cannot say what the Lord is about to do with 
you. Poor dear, he smiled and wept for joy, for I believe be loved us in 
sincerity as a brother." 

He was removed from the vestry to a friend's house, and from thence, 
on the following Tuesday, to his borne at Watford, where he laid for six 
weeks and four days in a helpless state with paralysis and apoplexy, 
which at times very much affected the brain. He was clearest when 
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talking of things concerning another world. He said, I am resting on 
the truths which I have spoken to others. He would break out at 
times, "It is all of grace, free grace, that saved a sinner like me." At 
another time he said, "Sing, for I like to hear His praises sung, for He 
deserves all praise." Said to friends that visited him, "I am still 
on the rock, having nowhere else to rest." A friend that visited him 
says, "I shall not forget his last words to me calmly spoken: 'All settled 
here, packed up, ready, waiting, waiting.' What a blessed position to be in." 
This was the state of his mind during his illness when conscious. The 
last· Sabbath that he spent on earth, could not talk much; wished his 
dear wife and family to come around his bed and sing. We sang several 
hymns which we knew were his favourites-a scene that will never be 
forgotten by those who were there. His last words that we could 
understand were, "Hallelujah! Hallu--." He laid from this time in 
an almost unconscious state till Thursday evening, eight o'clock, 
November 25th, 1875, when the spirit returned unto God who gave it. 

He having expressed a wish that Mr. Burrell, the present pastor at 
Beulah Baptist Chapel in the town, should bury him; this wish was 
carried out. On the 2nd December his mortal remains were interred in 
Watford Cemetery, in a grave purchased for the family. Several of his 
old friends gathered round the grave, and many more doubtless would 
have been present, but for the very inclement weather and falling 
snow which prevailed at the time. On the following Lord's-day even
ing, at Beulah, tbe event was referred to by Mr. Burrell, when he 
preached from the appropriate words of old Simeon : " Lord, now lettest 
Thou Thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salva
tion"-

Watford. 

, " Thus dies the saint, or rather falls asleep, 
For such, indeed, we have no cause to weep ; 
Reader, your turn and mine must shortly come! 
Where shall we spend our everlasting home?" 

G. BURRELL. 
[We have given our late brother's own testimony without altering, or condensing. 

May the Lord's blessing go with it, prays his long and well-known friend, the EDITOR,] 

JERUSALEM-AND HER BEAUTIFUL GARMENTS. 
[SECOND SMALL SECTION.] 

WHAT a sacred inner chamber doth that soul dwell in, which is 
born of God, which dwelleth in love, communeth with heaven, 

and bath "meat to eat," which others know nothing of! One word to 
find out "Jeru.~alem." 

Paul makes a fine distinction between the outer ceremonies of 
religion and THE INNER LIFE of holy love and fellowship with the 
FATHER, and with His Son JESUS CHRIST. Speaking of the outer, the 
apostle (Heb. ix.) says, " The first covenant had ordinances ( or 
ceremonies) of Divine service, and a WORLDLY sanctuary. For there 
was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the 
table, and the shewbread, which is called the sanctuary." There is 
the visible, the congregated, the professing Church. She has her 
candlesticks of light, her family-table or gathering together ; and her 
shew bread, or ministerial manifestations of the Gospel of Christ. 
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There is the first covenant-the ceremonial or outstanding ordinances 
which men call "the holy." And, in Great Britain, in the United 
States, and in the Colonies, there are thousands, yea, millions, who 
throng thfr, outer sanctuary, for it is i.ncreasingly attractive; it has in it 
the Lest of music, the most enchanting singing, orators, and eloquent 
spokesmen, beyond any our forefathers ever were favoured with ; but 
bow I wonder if multitudes of them know anything savingly of passing 
through the " second veil," •' which is called the Holwst of all." 

Ah ! how I wonder whether these large and overflowing tabernacle 
and temple worshippers do experimentally know the truth of that word 
so often sounding in my ear, "the SECRET OF THE LORD is with them 
that fear Hirn, and He will shew them His covenant" (HIS CHRIST), 
and all the fulness of grace and glory therein contained. 

" Look here," saith one, "here is a new book by the greatest of all 
preachers. Here is a work of wonderful dimensions. What think you 
of this?" 

Its author, sir, is the Wellington of all the Evangelical armies. From 
the moment be set his foot in the Gospel field ; from the first day he 
mounted his white horse in this metropolis, until now be bas gone on 
conquering and to conquer; but, let me alone. I cannot think nor 
speak upon things so much beyond me. 

On Saturday, April 8th, 1876, it was the boat-racing day; all the 
city was in an extra excitement; I was getting away from it as fast as I 
could. I never saw racing or running of any kind. More than ever I 
am retiring from the outer circles, and, on the occasion referred to, I 
was, while preEsing through Cheapside, silently, in my inmost soul, 
enjoying the indefinable blessedness which is compri~ed in a thought 
rolling o,er and over in my mind, and which expressed itself, first, in a 
whispered sentence; and then, in a verse of a hymn, more precious 
than any words of mine can express. 

"CHRIST'S LOVE TO HIS CHURCH IS THE CREAM OF ALL PURE 
CHRISTIANITY." This was the sentence. I had never heard it, nor 
read it, nor thought it before ; and now I cannot convey the super
natural delight, the holy pleasure which, for the moment, was realised 
within; for it was followed by that lofty soliloquy of Watts-

" Strangely, my soul, art thou arrayed 
By the great sacred THREE! 

In sweetest harmony of praise 
Let all thy pow'rs agree." 

I stopped, and said, What confidence I "My soul arrayed by the 
GREAT SACRED THREE." Can I, for myself, from within myself, under 
the genuine auointings of the SPIRIT of GoD; can I, do I, from the 
experience of His compassion, from the inward working of His grace, 
from the going forth of faith in Him, from the formation of Christ 
within me, as the hope of glory, can I exclaim-

" 'Tie He adorn'd my naked soul, 
And made salvation mine?" 

And, as the fruit of all this, may I add-
" Upon a poor polluted worm 

He makes His graces shine 7 " 

Mark you l when these precious things were springing up in the garden 
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of my new-born soul, there was no question about it then; but now I 
come to write it down, having only the memory recalling it, I find a 
controversy between the coldness of the flesh and the claims and 
confidence of that faith which worketh by love. 

These thoughts, these silent reflections, these gentle flowings of the 
SPIRIT'S teaching, have thrown open before me three Biblical metaphors 
which the Lord useth to explain to us what constitutes a genuine trans
lation from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of His dear 
Son. 

Firstly, there is the metaphor of the '' filthy garments." 
Secondly, there is the taking away of these filthy garments. 
Lastly, there is the clothing of the soul with change of raiment. 
Joshua was " clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the 

.angel;" and there were some" that STOOD BEFORE HIM," daring him to 
hope, and accusing him to his face. Not one sentence could Joshua 
utter in his own defence. Nor will any poor sinner when he comes to 
stand before the LORD. Yet, the Lord answers for him: even 

"THE LORD THAT HATH CHOS.l!:N JERUSALEM." 

He rebukes Satan: tells him this is "a brand plucked out of the fire." 
Consequently, from the mercy-seat the command goeth forth, "Take 
away the filthy garments from him," and (oh, precious addition of grace 
and mercy, and) "unto" this despised, this reproached, this sin and 
self-condemned Joshua, He said, "Behold, I have caused thine iniquity 
to pass from thee; and 

"J WILL CLOTHE THEE WITH CHANGE OF RAIMENT." 

This proclamation of pardon and justification, in the soul and con
science, is " the double " blessing which thousands, who are yet in the 
outer court of the visible Jerusalem, are pining after. But, they are 
either lulled into drowsiness, or, rocked in carnal security, because, as 
yet, they have not "an unction from the Holy One;" nor do they 
know the things which make for peace. 

How doth a redeemed and soul-quickened one pass from the 
" worldly sanctuary " into the " Holiest of all? " 

My reader! watch me here. If I am deceived here, surely, it is 
awful indeed. And I cannot find any now who will either speak of, 
write about, or preach up, the living soul's passage from what men call 
" the Holy,'' into " the Holiest of all." 

On the Sunday morning following the Saturday afternoon, to which 
I have referred, I was, for a moment or two, in secret seeking the Lord 
on my knees in a quiet corner; and, while thus waiting to obtain access, 
that sentence came sharp up in my mind-

" DRAW ME: WE WILL RUN AFTER THEE!" 

It produced no joy; but, in the course of the day, it constrained me to 
study the condition of the Church when she thus cried out; and I saw 
there is only one thing in the whole universe of GoD which can possibly 
make the LORD JESUS CHRIST powerfully precious in a heave~-born 
soul. Over that one thing, neitller angels nor men have the slightest 
control 
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There are three glorious Persons in the ever-blessed Trinity. Each 
Divine Person has one essential power toward the salvation of the
Church which neither angels, men, or devils, can either command or 
resist. . 

"LOVE" is the one great power in the heart and hands of 
JEHOVAH, the FATHER. This divine love purposed all, planned 
all, provided all, promised all things requisite to bring the loved ones 
home to glory. Hence, in that lovely prayer of our Strong Intercessor, 
how delightful is His twofold appeal: "Thou hast loved them, as Thou 
hast loved Me;'' and again, in the climax of His intercession, He 
couples Himself and this love as inseparable-" I have declared unto 
them Thy N arne, and will declare it, that the love wherewith Thou hast 
loved Me, may be in them, and I in Thee." Of this eternal fountain of 
blessedness, the F .A.THER speaketh to the Son, and through Him to the 
whole of the election of grace, saying, "Yea, I have loved Thee with an 
everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn Thee.'' 
Of this love I must not enlarge here, much as I feel inclined. 

UNION is the power in CHRIST the SoN, which giveth the Church 
Salvation with Him; for the apostle distinctly and truly declares that 
the F .A.THER gave Christ to be Head over all things to the Church, which, 
is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all!" This Union giveth 
unto the Church all that Christ hath, and all He has done. · No divorce,. 
no diminution ever can come here. 

But, what is it after all, which maketh Christ savingly known and 
precious unto the soul? 

"THE ANOINTING;" or, that power in the hand of the Holy 
Ghost, which the Church expresseth in this manner:-" Because of the 
savour of Thy good ointments, Thy name is as ointment poured forth; 
THEREFORE, do the Virgins love Thee!" 

Many ministers are like unto a man who brings an alabaster box
into the congregation; and he saith, "That is a most valuable box:" 
the people may believe it. Further he saith, "That box is full of very 
precious ointment!" They may believe that also, but they have np, 
experimental proof of it. But when the Holy Ghost, in a superlatively 
higher sense, brings in the " Alabaster box of ointment, of spikenard, 
very precious" (Mark xix. 3); and when he "breaketh the box, and 
poureth forth the ointment," filling the whole house with the sacred: 
odour· then the knowledge of Christ Jesus is realised: love to Him 
begin; to burn in the heart; the anointed ones pass into the Holiest of 
all by faith and fellowship, exclaiming, "The King bath brought me 
into His chambers;'' for, "after the second veil, there is the Holiest of 
all, wherein, the living soul, by a heaven-wrought faith, beholdeth the 
golden censer; the ark of the covenant, wherein is the golden pot that 
has manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant, 
and over it the cherubim of glory, shadowing the mercy-seat, of which 
we cannot now speak particularly." Here is the new Jerusalem spiritually 
in the King's chambers, and her€ we must pause. Will ye specially 
pray that the Lord will make me useful in comforting and confirming· 
the thousands of His Israel? 

C. W. B.A.N~S. 
9, Banbury Road, South Hackney, ,. 

April 10th, 1876. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

THE LATE J.C. PHILPOT AND THE LATE JAMES OSBORN. 

ALTllOIIGH, when walking in the midst I keen eye, a thoroughly disciplined mind, 
of the Churches on earth, these two great , and accompanied by the productions of 
preachers could not harmonise, now, some of the most powerful theologians 
having left their clothing of mortality that ever the Lord raised up since the 
behind, around the throne ~f Immanuel volume of inspiration waa closed, Mr. 
they mingle their pure praises together Philpot bas entered the portals and en
in honour of Him who loved, redeemed, deavoured to review the secret chambers 
eaved, and brought them safe home to of that great temple-" the Mystery of 
glory. Why do we now refer to these Godliness." 
onee well-kno}Vn heroes in the Gospel The Churches of Christ, in these latter 
field? Because their works ~ave recently I ages, are under immense oblig'.'t_iona _to 
been laid before us for notice; also be- the departed Author for the ab,hty dis
cause we believe the most useful lessons ! played, the devotional patience exercised, 
are to be drawn from the line of conduct : the time occupied, and the perseverrng 
they pursued, and the spirit manifested , zeal wherewith be laboured to bring forth 
by these great men, when on English i out of the heavenly treasury such choice
ground they met. unfoldings of the deep things of Goel. 

We shall not plunge into this sea of By a careful perusal of these essays we 
criticism at once. For many years we may at times give our readers a few 
have weighed it ; we have eilent!Y w~pt samples worthy of their examination. 
over it ; we h3:ve b_een amazed at its pam- Ot1R PosT BAG FOR APRIL brings Gos
fully deetruct1_ve. mfluence; ~e. sorrow- pel Magazine, with Dr. Douclney's beauti
fully declare It 1e the so~l-stirrrng con- ful reflections on his 65th mile-stone. 
viction of our maturecl JUdg_ment that, The illustration ahews us a real mile-stone 
but for these clivieiona, conten~wns, se_c~et with 65 on both its sides, standing, as it 
conspiracies, Jealous a!'d ~nvw_ua ~pirits were, all alone, by a wild road-eide, look
-but for these un;C~rist-hke piercmg of ing rather the worse for the winds and 
each other, our Strict Bapti_st ~hurches rough weather which have beaten upon i_t. 
would have. been as a_ well-fortified mty -A newly-printed sermon. preached m 
set upon a h1ll? whose hgbt 1;1° dark cloud the late J oho Foreman's chapel, by .Mr. 
should ever chm, whose spm~ual power WilliamCrowther(publishedbyR.Banks), 
nothing on earth should resist. Alas ! bears the title, The :-:Jons oj Leui. Who. 
It is not BO. these sons of Levi are---tbe speciality of 

B11T-l\TIIY? redemption, the separation of the Lord'~ 
Before we answer let the echo-Why? 1 people, and their offerings-are themes 

-run through our native l~nd, ,across ably worked out; this sermon is not a 
tha Atlantic, through the Umt~d S_tates; 'common one.-Sketch oj &rmon by 11/r. 
let the echo fly around the colomal ~,rcles; Carpenter, at Coverdale Rooms. We 
let the question plunge into the miclet of never saw, uor beard, one of lHr. Car
the Churches, into the hearts o~ the penter's sermons yet; we wish it was_pos
Saviour's disciples, into the consciences aible to take, to print, and to extensively 
of the occupiers of diaco1;1al and pr~acb- publish some of the best sermons of our 
ing offices; let the queat10n hurl itself best men. We understand C. Cornwell 
through the congregations, and ask," Why delivers many great discourses, but tbey 
are not our Strict Baptist Churches in are confined within the walls of his own 
Englancl working in faith, in fellowship, tabernacle. Shall the present race of 
in harmony, in love, ancl in prayer to- ministers of truth pass away and leave no 
gether?" And if uo man, if no g~d_ly testimony for God behind them? shall 
brethren, in a heavenly and holy sp1rit, nothing be read or known in the next, 
give no reply, then, if the eternal. Go_d the closing century, of such men as Thos. 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Chr1st 18 Stringer, J. S. Anderson, H. Hanks, J. 
pleased to command_ and enable us, we I llennett, ancl others? we. are anxious to 
will not shrink from it. gather up some of their ~,·agments.-

'.Meanwhile, we have for notice a neat , Old Jonathan for April 1s with the poor 
volume of over 600 pages, carrying this fishermen. ~r. James Ifowkrns fears. we 
insoription-Mtditations on l'tJ.atters oj , are not m~mg _much head-way_ agarnst 
Christian Faith and Experience. By the , the aboundmgs ol error.-The Girl111gto1t 
late J. C. Philpot, M.A., &o. Lon_don: , Messenger brinrs u~ Dr: l)kea's clis
J. Gadsby, 18 Bouverie street. With a course, "Our Fathers Vowe. Address-
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ing a mixed multitude, Oswald Dykes 
,;ays, "From your adoring contemplation 
-c,f that loveliest sight to be seen on earth 
--rnost worthy object of our endless study 
- the life of the perfect Jesus, learn what 
is asked of rou by the same tender voice 
"·hicb reach~s yo;,. 1-0-day: 'My son, give 
Me vour heart.' Por this voice does roach 
~ou· all to-day. Once more the mighty 
love of the Almighty Parent presses itself 
tightly against your stony, stubborn heart, 
and seeks all round a crevice to enter by 
-like some great sea wave that blindly 
feels its way along the rock-bound shore. 
Once more it woos you to be God's 
genuine child, and let your Patber's 
Spirit in. ' See bow I have loved, and 
given My heart to thee in Christ-for 
thee, to be pierced and broken, My 
child, My long-lost, long-sought-for chikl 
of many sorrows, give Me--give Me now 
-at last thine heart!'" This rendering the 
Almighty God as being subservient to the 
free-will and permission of the fallen 
creature, man, is false; to represent our 
Lord as blindly feeling His way round the 
-sinner's stubborn heart to find some 
crevice by which to enter in, is that 
species of idolatry which now almost 
every 1.1inister sets up, and before which 
-all the professing people fall down, and 
blindly worship. Where in God's Word, 
where in the whole range of the creation, 
where in the world of a Divine Providence, 
where in the true experience of any en
lightened child of God-can any proof of 
this doctrine be found 1 

The Scotch work on Spurgeon's Veiled 
Infidelity we cannot yet define.-" Pears! 
what are they? from whence? what are 
they ali about? who can deliver us from 
them ?"-First notice in Cheering Words.
John Gee's "Spare Moments'' is a northern 
specimen of poetry; and is awaiting us.
'' Mr. Graham's Illemoir of W. J. Erskine" 
we long to find room for. 

The Editor of '/'he Sower has issued a 
twopenny pamphlet (through Houlstons), 
<'.Ontaining a review of The Standard's 
remarks upon the Sower, it is entitled, A 
GaU jor Justice, and a Plea for Truth. Por 
•· Justice" you may " call '' long enough, 
and our pleas for Truth are of small 
avail. When the editors of religious 
periodicals descend to what is here termed 
"flagrant injustice,'' it causeth godly 
,ninds 1-0 fear the times are bad indeed. 
Latterly, our visible Church has been like 
a family mansion from whence the ruling 
·heads are gone, and the servants and the 
children are a.11 in confusion, each one 
reproaching his fellow. Let us all give 
this Call jor Justice a fair bearing. 

'' A Fine Trowel Never Makes a Good 
Workman." In different parts of this 

country we have heard remarks made 
upon one of the first productions from 
the press of the la.te Mr. James Wells, 
which was called A Wheelbarrow Spirit
ualised, &c., which those who never read 
the pamphlet thought but lightly of. If 
we are not mistaken, one of the first be
lievers ever baptized by Mr. Wells is still 
living in Brixton; his name is Edward 
GrimAs Wyett, and some time since he 
kindly lent us a copy of the sixth edition 
of the said little essay on a Wheelbarrow, 
which, after carefully reading, we confess, 
appears to us to have more genuine 
originality, more true Gospel harmony, 
more decision for truth, and more experi
mental spirituality than can be found in 
the writings or preaching of our day. 
That keen ingenuity of mind which al
ways characterised our late brother's min
istry is pleasingly, and, we think, quite 
Scripturally developed in this early effu
sion of his deeply-exercised spirit. If 
Mr. Edward Grimes Wyett will lend us 
this choice little pamphlet a few more 
weeks we will give our readers a. fair re
view of the ea.me. 

The Metropolitan Tabernacle : its His
tor.11 and Work. By C. H. S. Passmore 
and Alabaster. The early rise, the growth, 
and gradual advancement of the Baptists 
in Southwark is simply declared in this 
book. We have had some noble men in 
our ranks in olden times whose repre
sentations are here seen. We often in
cline to think that the old ministers were 
better than any of us poor things in these 
times. If they did not work half so 
much as we do, they did better work; 
were men of more solidity and of more 
sacred devotion. We cannot abandon 
this conviction. 

1 ruth Established, and False Charges 
Exposed; being a Reply to Mr. Baxter's 
" Truth Vindicated," and the" Appendix." 
By John Gadsby. (Bouverie street. One 
penny.) That sacred, that significant or
dinance, believers· baptism, has lately been 

·the subject of much contention; yea, a 
paper-war, carried on in a. painful spirit, 
bas been dividing and distres~ing the 
different tribes of true Israelites. Mr. 
Baxter, of Eastbourne, bas written and 
published some pamphlets against that 
obedience which the New Testament re
veals, and which, wo have always believed, 
our Lord Jesus Christ demands of His 
sincere follow11rs. Mr. John Gadsby has 
defended, and ably contended for that 
now much-despised part of the Pentecostal 
pattern. In conducting the controversy, 
personal remarks have been rather freely 
flung out. Both Mr. John Gadsby and 
Mr. Baxter a.re honoura.1,le men, both 
profess to be decided Christian men. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
ZION CHAPEL, NEW CROSS ROAD, DEPTFORD. 

Monday, April 3nl, 1876, will ever be a 
red-letter-day in the history of the Church 
and congregation worshipping at Zion, 
Deptford; for the peace and prosperity en
joyed for many yeara past had compelled 
them to say with the song of the prophet•, 
"Behold now the place where we dwell is 
too strait for us." 

It is now nearly three years ago since the 
message seemed to come, "Enlarge the place 
of thy tent ..•. lengthen thy cords, and 
strengthen thy stakes," but still the people 
moved slowly in the matter, perhaps re
membering the old Italian proverb, " He 
that goes softly goes safely." However, 
promises to the tune of over £500 were 
received by the beginning of 1875, plans 
were drawn out, and other steps taken to 
bring about the ohject dear to the hearts of 
the pastor and his flock. 

The necessary arrangements having been 
made, and the new building sufficiently 
advanced for the purpose, on the afternoon 
of April 3rd, a large number of friends 
assembled together to witness the interesting 
ceremony ol laying the memorial stones. 

They1oceedings commenced by the Pastor 
{Mr. . S. Anderson) reading the 127th 
Psalm, followed by singing ff) mn 637, and 
prayer by Mr. J. W. Williamson. 

The Pastor then introduced I. C. Johnson, 
Esq., J.P. (late Mayor ol Gateshead, but 
now of Gravesend), who proceeded to lay the 
first stone, which was inscribed with the 
word" Ebenezer," and is intended to com
memorate the old building erected in 1846. 
Having performed that part of his business 
in a workmanlike style, he spoke at some 
length upon the Divine favour which had 
been manifested in the prosperity enjoyed, 
and wished them all God speed. 

The pastor then announced the amount of 
donations to the building fund to be £664 Os. 
lld., and asked for two plates to be laid on 
the slone in order that the contributions of 
friends might press it into the mortar. The 
suggestion was heartily responded to, Mr. 
Johnson handing in a check for £5, which 
wns quickly followed by one from Mr. 
Cowell, £5 5s.; Mr. Barratt, .£5; Mr. 
Norman, £10 (3rd donation); Mr. Matthews, 
£50; Mr. Kennartl, £50; Mr. Kennard,jun., 
£10; Mr. Topley, £20; Mrs.Topley, £5; Mrs. 
Wnrd, £5; Mrs. White, £5 5s.; Mr. Webb, 
£10 (4th donation); Mr. Poulter, £5 (3rd 
donation); Mr. Robert Banks, £1 ls.; Mr. 
Peploe, £2; and sundry other amounts: 
making a total of £207 5s. 

A movement was then made to the other 
platform, where the second stone was laid by 
W. Crowther, Esq., J.P., of Gomersal, 
Yorks, being a memorial of the enlargement, 
and bearing the inscription, "Jehovah
Jireh," with dnte, &c. 

Mr. WILLIAM CROWTHER (after de
claring the Memorial Stone of Enlargement 

truly and duly laid), said,-Christian Friend,, 
I must preface the lew words I have to say 
to you with one or two sentences of con
gratulation to those who have taken a 
leading part in connection with this enlarge
ment. I would congratulate them first of 
all on this, that they have not attempted to. 
follow the foolish custom, which generally 
prevails, of presenting those who lay mem
orial or foundation stones with expensive and 
usele~s toys. Another thing I would con
gratulate them on is their not beginnino
this building last year, because there were 
circumstances which made their hearts mis. 
give them, as to whether they could realize 
the required amount. They have taken 
breathing time, and although my friend 
Atiderson has told us they have £600 in hand 
we will give them credit for haviug in hand: 
and good promises, at least double that 
amount; and I have an impression that ii a 
third instalment were needed they would see 
their way to finish the building, and owe no 
man anything. The third thing I would 
congratulate them on is, that they have not 
been tempted to erect a mere ornamental 
structure. They have neither gone to Rome 
or elsewhere tor their sty le of architecture, 
and when this chapel is erected, it will be 
pretty much of the old-fashioned sort. Ii 
needs no ornamentation outside, no statuary 
or pictures within, whirh are but meretricious 
show, and instead of adding to the validity ot 
the worship offered, rather detract from it. 
The more plainly builded a place of worship 
is the better, for il acts as a corrective to 
that feeling of superstitious reverence for the 
building called the house of God. The only 
house ot God I know is that which is builded 
together for a hr,bitation of God by the Spirit 
the living soul. I like the olil-tashioned 
name, the "meeting house." When be
lievers meet together within its walls, the 
Church is there, but when they are away we 
have simply bricks and mortar put together 
tor a shelter, and place to worship in. I 
therefore congratulate our friends upcn the 
way in which they have begun the work, 
and I hope they will carry it out, under the 
blessing of God, to completion, and that no 
accident may happen to life or limb during 
its erection. I hope the motto, "Jehovah
Jireh,'' will be engraved upon their hearts 
with a deeper and increasing impress. The 
word on the other stone (" Ebenezer ") is 
retrospective, this is prospective, " The Lord 
will provide." I trust the praye1· of all con, 
cerned is that the Lord will continue to 
provide the minister with talent, with 
physical nnd mental power, and the people 
with circumcised hearts and h~aring ears. 
So that here, for many years to come, David's 
praver will be answered in the experience of 
many who shall see the good of God's chosen. 
It is usual on such occasions to say some
thing about our distinctive peculiarities as 11 
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<lenominatlon. As I hnve been connected 
with it for over forty years, verhaps I may 
be considered to have some right to express 
their sentiments and views. There are nega
tive as well as positive qualities. We have 
not many wise, not m•ny rich, not many 
noble amongst us. We verily Paul's de-
8Cription of those whom God saves by the 
fo<11ishness of preaching. A friend of ruine, 
-a wealthy Bnptist, who worships in the same 
buileing as his father before him, once re
marked to me, " How very seldom you see a 
-carriage and pair going to a Dissenting 
chapel for two generations together." As a 
rule, when people grow rich, they glory in 
their riches, and are satisfied with them ; 
they go where the rich go. It has been the 
-case for thousands of years that the general 
<le.scription of God's people has been " an 
affiicted and poor people that call upon My 
name." I am thankful that we are poor, 
for our poverty keeps us from exalted pride 
-and self-boasting, It is the grace of God 
alone that keeps us from the same pride and 
folly which characterises so many, Looking 
at our position among other professing 
Churches, we may say we dissent from the 
Church of Rome, because we recognise no 
priest hut Jesus Christ, and Him as a priest 
not offering sacrifice, but as one after the 
order of Melchisedek; as He who has offered 
-0ne sacrifice for the redemption of His 
people, and is now set down at the right 
hand of God, until He make His enemies 
His footstool. We dissent from the Church 
-0f England, because we believe that the 
aUiance of the secular with the ecclesiastical 
is an unholy alliance. Our Master repudiated 
and refused both human patronage and alle
giance. We differ from many Dissenters, as 
we differ from the Established and the 
Romish Churches. We differ from them 
principally in this, that we believe absolutely 
in that which they profess to believe, hut in 
practice depart from. We believe that sal
vation is of grace, that it is the work of God 
the Spirit, and that everything which con
stitutes a difference between a man Jost and 
under condemnation, living without God and 
without hope in the world, and another 
living in hopes of eternal life, is brought 
-about by the operations of the Spirit. We 
believe tl!at this difference is the result of a 
direct act of God, not upon men in the ag
gregate, but upon each individual person 
who is made to be the subject of it. We 
believe He uses the foolishness of preaching 
to make known God's Christ, in order that 
the excellency of the power may be of God 
and not of us. Men have arranged systems, 
so as to produce results which shall he imi
tations of those produced by the Spirit of God, 
and thousands are deluded hy these imi
tations. Yet God works everywhere ac
cording to His own mind and will, and we 
aecribe to Him the exclusive glory. We, as 
a denomination, do not believe in anything 
but what we preach. We do not believe it is 
our duty, or any part of our duty, to sift one 
portion from another of anything which God 
has made known. The position of every 
minister is viewed thus :-He is sent upon an 

errand ; he is not responsible for the result of 
that e1T11nd, but hP. is responsible to God fur 
the right performance of it, He is to be 
faithtu I in the declaration of the message 
entrusted to him in sea.son and out of senson. 
God does His own work, not to make pro
posals or overtures to men, but, through the 
secret agency of His Spirit, He regenerates 
the ~oul, causes the ear to hear, the eye to see, 
and the heart to open to receive the truth. 
God ever goes before His Word, and that 
word of salvation can only go where He 
makes a way for it. Wherever there is pos
session of grace it is traceable to the direct 
act and sovereign intervention of God. 

He concluded by expressing the pleasure it 
gave him to be present, and hoped that for 
many years to come Mr. Anderson might 
be spared to proclaim the same glorious 
truths to a loving and united people. 

His speech being ended, a similar ceremony 
was gone through as at the first, -Mr. 
Crowther leading the way -with £20; Mr. 
Topley following with another £25; Messrs. 
Matthews and Kennard, .£50 more each; 
Mr. Catchpole, £25 (having previously 
given £50); Mr. and Mrs. Ponder and 
family, £15; Mrs. Short, £5; Mrs. Hayward, 
£1 ls., and coJlected £4; Mr. C. Wilson, .£5; 
Mrs. Cook, .£3 3s.; Mr. Preston, £1 ls.; 
Mrs. Pillow, £2; Mr, Adams, £2; making, 
with some smaller sums, £278 19s. 6d., or, 
together, £486 4s. 6d; 

Tea having been provided, over 300 friends 
regaled themselves in the school rooms and 
vestries, after which a public meeting was 
held in the chapel; Mr. Thomas May, of 
Foot's Cray, presiding, supported by Mr. J. 
S. Anderson, I. C. Johnson, Alfred May! 
G. T. Congreve, Esquires, and severs 
ministers, amongst whom we noticed Messrs. 
W. Alderson, W. Flack, R. A. Lawrence, 
J. Davis (of Woodbridge chapel),and others, 

Mr. C. Box having engaged in prayer; the 
chairman read a portion of 1 Chron. xxix., 
and made some comments thereupon as 
bearing upon the proceedings of the day. 

Mr. Freeman, secretary to the building 
committee, read the report; on the conclusion 
of which the peopfe, .being still in the 
humour to give, more free-will offerings 
were made, amounting to over £40, thus 
bringing up the cash in hand to about 
£1,200. 

The chairman said he had listened with 
very great pleasure to the statement made 
by the secretary, from which it was very 
evident the friends had not only a will to 
work, but had worked hard. It had been a 
work of love, and they had offered willingly 
unto the Lord. This was how it ought to 
he. The religion of the Lord Jesus was one 
of love; He liked to .trace up to its Divine 
origin, the religion we profess. It was the 
infinite love of the 'fr1une-Jehovah, which 
caused Him to give us a name better than 
that of sons and of daughters. It was love 
that moved the Son to come into this world 
and to suffer, bleed and die for sinners like 
us, and it was the love of the Holy Spirit 
which wrought in our hearts love to Him in 
return. He said that love must have reached 
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the hearts of many present or they would 
not bnve given DB they had. Well, could 
they do too much for Him who had done so 
much for them 1 He thought not. It wns 
the desire of their hearts to live for Him 
here, and to dwell for ever with Him here
after. After givins- all we could, we must 
still say, "Of Thme own have we given 
Thee." He hoped the!, would not think of 
entering their new building until it wns free 

,of debt. 
Mr. Mears said he had been acquainted 

with the cause ever since its commencement; 
be remembered the day when the first pastor 
was ordained, and he bad been in the habit 
,of visiting it ever since. He was in no way 
envious of the prosperity they enjoyed, but 
rejoiced to see that the blessing ot the Lord 
was resting upon them. He thought the 
words inscribed on the memorial stones most 
.appropriate. Looking back upon the past 
what , other could they do than shout, 
" Ebenezer; " and then going forward with 
faith and confidence in the future, say, 
"Jehovah-Jireh," the Lord will provide. 

Mr. Johnson said, I think we have one 
proof at the present time that the predictions 
-0f some prophets are altogether wrong, for 
it bas been said that Particular Baptists 
holding Strict Communion principles, would 
be only matter of history filly years hence. 
But when we see Zion enlarging her borders, 
and so many contributing willingly of their 
substance, it shows that the doctrines of 
Jesus Christ, as well as the ordinances of 
-Ood's house, are still loved and followed. It 
.is now nearly fifty years ago since I was 
baptized by that man of God, now gone to 
his well-earned rest, Mr. James Wells, and 
so far from considering the denomination 
to which I belong is contrary to the principles 
,of the Word of God, I am convinced there 
is no denomination in the world so near the 
truth as ours. I consider it a great privilege 
to be connected with this body, because I 
believe we have on our side, not only the 
teaching of the Bible, but also the precepts 
and the authority of God for that which we 
believe in and p~actice. There have been 
ministers and people, too, who have pandered 
to the prejudices of others and thrown open 
not only the table but the Church as well. 
Although most denominations believe in 
baptism, in some form or other, as being 
essential to membership, they ignore it al
together. They suppose by so doing they 
shall enlarge their congregations, increase 
their incomes, and be more respectable, but 
this has not always been the cnse. Their 
eongregations have fallen off, their incomes 
decreased, and themselves hranded for iucon
sistency. It is very delightful to see the 
Jiberality of the friends shown to-day. It 
wa.~ charged against the people of old that 
they neglected to care for God's house. No 
such charge can be broug·ht against the 
people here, and I am sure God will bless 
them for what they have done. There is no 
economy in beinir parsimonious with regard 
to the service of God, for we are but God's 
stewards over that which He has bestowed 
upon us. Although our denomiaation may 

be looked upon with contempt now, although 
we are certainly at presen I in the minority, 
still it is better to be so than with the majority 
in a wrong cause; and by-and-hye, when 
the throng shall gather round the throne at 
last, it will not be a few, but a multitude 
that no man can number out of every 
kindred, and people, and nation, and tongue. 

Mr. Woodard gave a stirring address, 
followed by G. T. Congreve, E,q., who made 
some practical remarks a, to the necessity of 
plentiful ventilation in all public buildiugs; 
relating a laughable anecdote of the late 
Rowland Hill, and winding up with some 
reminiscences of his recent journey through 
Italy. 

Mr. Anderson said, Dear friends, I must 
acknowledge I feel humbled in the sight of 
God at such a manifestation of His favour 
towards the Church over which I have the 
honour and happiness to be the pastor. I 
think if anything were neces.sary to show 
the need of the work we have taken in hand, 
the liberality of my own people would be 
evidence enough. I have also to thank the 
deacons of other Churches who have given 
me over £93, besides which, if the Lord 
spare my life, I hope shortly to be in Bradford, 
to receive contributions from friends there, 
who have promt.ed about £200. The con
tract ha.s been taken for £1,225, which does 
not include gas, ventilation, &c., but we 
have every prospect of opening free of debt. 

He concluded by proposing a vote of 
thanks to the chair,oan, Mr. May, and also 
Messrs. Johnson and Crowther, for their 
presence and support, which was seconded 
by the senior deacon, Mr. Matthews, in one 
of his characteristic speeches, and unani
mously adopted. 

Having been duly acknowledged by Mr. 
May. Mr. Johnson, and Mr. Williamson, 
for Mr. Crowther (who hail come up from 
Bath in order to be present at the stone
laying, but had returned again directly after
wards), this most enthusiastic and successful 
meeting broke up after singing, 

1' Crown Him Lord of all," 

to Miles Lane, and the Benediction. 
During the alterations, the ordinary 

Lord's-day services are being held in the 
New Cross Public Hall. T. G. C. A. 

RECOGNITION SERVICES AT 
COLLEGE PARK BAPTIST CHAPEL, 

LEWISHAM. 
The recognition services of Mr. F. C. 

Holden, as pastor of the above place, were 
held on March 21. At the afternoon service 
Mr. Hazelton presided; and after singing, 
Mr. G. Webb, of Camden Town, engaged in 
prayer. 

The chairman, in the course of a very 
suitable address said,-As we are met to 
recognise our b!other as a minister of Christ's 
Church we must know by what means, 
and updn what authority, we shall be justi
fied in so doing; And as no man should be 
11 minister who is not a Christian, we first 
require our brother to state how he became a 
Christian. 
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In reply, Mr. Holden ~aid,-1 WRll the 
subject of serious impressions from boyhood; 
but when shout the age of seventeen, whilst 
solemnly reflecting upon the events connected 
with my life, and especially the death of my 
mother, I became suddenly convinced of my 
state as a sinner, suffering great distress of 
mind for several months; but ultimately a 
ray of hope dawned upon my mind whilst 
hearing a sermon by Mr. Dickerson, from 
Romans vii. 23, from which time I was led 
earnestlv to seek the Lord for a clearer 
manifestation of my personal interest in the 
Redeemer's blood and righteousness, which, 
after much conflict and wrestling in prayer 
with God, was ~weetly realised under a 
sermon by Mr. Taylor (of Manchester), at 
Zoar chapel, Great Alie street, from l Cor. 
:,d. 2i-29, and subsequently became much 
comforted and established under the ministry 
of the late Mr. James Wells. Being in the 
pro,·idence of God removed into Suffolk, I 
was haptized, and received into the Church 
at Wctberden, i11 January, 1856. Having 
continued in membership with the Church 
at Wetherden till the year 1865. I was 
broug·ht again to sit under the ministry of 
Mr. Wells, and received into membership 
with the Church at Surrey Tabernacle, after 
a relation of the Lord's dealings with my 
soul. 

ll'Ir. Hazelton having requested Mr. 
Holden to state his call to the ministry, Mr. 
Holden, in reply, said,-Having joined the 
Church, I was now called upon to open my 
mouth in prayer before thorn, and subse
quently requested to join with others in 
C'onducting an afternoon prayer meeting at 
Kennington. This I did with a feeling of 
strong desire that the Lord would make me 
useful in His cause. In the summer of 
1869 a brother in the ministry very unex
pectedly, on a certain Friday evening, called 
upon me to say th:it I must go to preach for 
him to a few people at Cobham on the 
following Lord's-day. I replied, I could 
not promise, but would seek the Lord's 
direction. I was exceedingly exercised 
respecting it, but while in prayer to the 
Lord the words came with peculiar force, 
" Go'in the strength of the Lord God," &c. 
I went, and those words following me, formed 
the basis of mv ministrations that day, with 
which the people were more satisfied than 
myself. This led to my being invited 
frequently to supply them. But it was not 
until I was laid aside, through affliction, 
from the work for six weeks, that I felt any 
sati:,faction ns to my call to the work of the 
ministry. After this, doors began to open in 
and around London, and the Lord, manifestly 
blessing His Word in other places, Jed me to 
conclude that Cobham was not to be my 
settled sphere of labour. I have supplied in 
all about thirty causee, amongst them being 
Heaton roarl, Peckham, Surrey Tabernacle, 
Rehoboth, Pimlico, and Providence, King
ston. H a\'ing received many cheering 
testimonies from God's dear children of the 
Word being blessed to them, and seals being 
given to my ministry, I am encouraged to 
believe, after watching the hand of the Lord, 

that, step by stepf He hns brought me and 
placed me where now nm, 

Mr. Hazelton expressed his approval of 
Mr. Hulden's statement, and desired him to 
give an outline of the doctrines upon which 
he intended to base his ministry, which re
quest was satisfactorily replied to. 

A statement was then read on behalf of 
the Church by Mr. Northover, shewing the 
Lord's goodness in brin!l,fog Mr. Holden 
amongst them, which ultimately led to bis 
being unanimously requested to take the 
pastorate, upon which he entered January 
1876. ' 

The union was then formally completed by 
Mr. Meeres joining the hands of pastor and 
deacons; and after singing, and prayer by 
Mr. Bennett, the afternoon service, which 
was of a deeply-interesting character, was 
brought to a close. 

The evening service was held at Union 
chapel, Lewisham, Mr. Mead presiding, 
After si_nging, and prayer by Mr. Ridley, 
the chairman expressed the gratification he 
experienced in being present at the afternoon 
service. He had known his brother Holden 
for many years, and was sure from the 
knowledge he bad of him, his aim in preach
ing would be to Jay the sinner in the dust 
and exalt the sovereign grace of God. 

Mr. Anderson then gave an address on 
the nature of a Gospel Church, in a clear, 
concise, and scriptural manner. 

Mr. Hazelton's address to the pastor was 
founded on the words, " Go ye in to all the 
world and preach the Gospel to e,·ery 
creature." 1st. The Lord demands your all, 
and deserves all that He demands; the 
whole of your mind is to be given up to this 
iz,-eat business-the understanding, the will, 
judgment, affections and memory. 2nd. 
Suffer the word of exhortation, my brother. 
I am constrained to say, very seriously, look 
well to your own personal religion: nothing 
can be a sufficient satisfactory substitute for 
that. Have much, if you can, to do with 
God, and with the Gospel you preach to 
others. Don't make a mere text-book of the 
Bible, but read it on and on, as a hungry 
man ; texts will come in due time, as the 
Holy Spirit grants you His Divine influrnce 
whilst you are reading it. When you come 
before the people, try to come dropping with 
the dew of prayer, and warm from the fire 
of Divine love. As to your official position, 
you are to preach, to preside, and to rule; 
read, think and pray ; and then go and 
preach, leed the people, and they will follow 
you, and rule in the fear of God. You will 
have to preside at Church meetings; if 
possible, arrange all the business with the 
deacons pl"ior to the meeting. &ek peace 
earnestly; she is a slippery beauty, and 
flees fast, but she is worth catching and 
retaining. 3rd. Your peculiar work. You 
are to preach the Gospel comprehensively: 
all its doctrines; give prominence to the 
glorious doctrine of the Trinity, although 
you will never be able to explain it. Every 
doctrine is a loaf of bread, and therefore 
conceal nothing; no doctline can be 
dangerous or superfluous. It was never 
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God's intention that the Gospel ehould be 
conformed to the prejudices of fallen man; 
but it is to rectify wrongs, and to make 
straight that which was crooked. Preach 
the ordinance~, and do not represent one of 
them as being of more importance than. 
another. Also the precepts of the Gospel : 
preach then experimentally, pourtrav cha
racter and define evidences. Be solemnly 
conscientious ; end do not give, as a feature of 
Christianity, that which forms no part of it. 
Preach the Word faithfully and constantly, 
and leave the verdict with God and His 
people. 

Mr. Meeres gave a short address to the 
Church, and the meeting closed with praver 
by the chairman. • 

Ministers present during the day:
Hazelton, Anderson, Meeres, Mead, Webb, 
Bennett, Higham, Fothergill, Ridley, 
Nugent, Peploe and Lewis; also Messrs. 
Beach, Boulden, Carr and Rundell, deacons 
of Surrey Tabernacle, with many other 
friends from Kingston, Peckham, Woolwich 
and London. 

A WORD OVER MRs. CARTWRIGHT'S 
GRAVE. 

We cannot mourn over this grave, for our 
departed friend bad nothing to keep her 
here. No husband, no home, no children, 
no Church-membership, no health, no in
come, no relations. She was a poor, lonely, 
afflicted widow. I thought of Anna, of 
whom it is said, "She served God with last
ings and prayers day end night." As re
gards spiritual lastings, I think widow 
Cartwright knew what they were, most 
painfully. Well, her end has come ! and we 
are here to lay her remains to rest. But 
where is she now ? The 102nd Psalm came 
to me, " When the Lord shall build up Zion, 
and when He shall appear in His glory,"
which will be at His second coming- then, 
"He will regard the prayer of the destitute, 
and not despise their prayer." Then, "He 
will hear the groaning of the prisoner, and 
deliver the children ot death." Those who 
here were (1) Destitute of all carnal 
-or spiritual enjoyments, who were (2) 
Prisoners in the house ot bondage, groaning 
and praying, but ( as far as they could tell) 
all their prayers were despised, disregarded. 
Now when He comes every groan and 
prayer will be answered in the fulness ot 
the Person, and in the beauties of the king
dom of our Lord and Christ. . 

"Poor Kitty," as we called her, flung 
~erself at the Lord's feet in death ; therefore 
lil hope of a joyful resurrection we leave her 
remains here. We knew her full thirty 
years) never heard one word against the 
Gosp~l; only a hen ving desire to know her 
·Own mterest. 

Her husband, Joseph Cartwright, for 
many years preached the Gospel in his 
homely and lively manner; and many were 
•helped under his ministry. Like multitudes 
we_ have known they are gone. We all are 
gomg. Have we the sealing witness in our 
souls thnt Jesus is our Saviour? Then we 
,shall with joy behold Him in His kingdom. 

THE GOSPEL IN LEICESTER. 
Zro:o- CHAPEL - MR. HAZLERIGG"s 

MINISTRY. 
MR. EDIT0R,-l promised notes on Zion 

chapel, Erskine street, Leicester; let me 
attempt 1o fulfil that promise. 

Zion chapel is a substantial new building, 
galleried on three sides, with modern sit
tings, and is capable of seating seven or 
eight hundred persons. The memorial stone 
was laid on Sept. 19, 1872, by Squire Eden, 
of Cheltenham. Mr. Hazlerigg is stated 
pastor. 

"Let Mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters 
of Judah be glad, because of Thy judg
ments." How well it is for the Church of 
God that her Divine Head is infinite in wis
dom! that He can say, "All things work 
together for good, to them tha. love God, 
and are called according to His purpose." 
Zion is a slip off Trinity, or a seed blown 
away by the stormy wind of controversy. 
We hope it bears fruit to the glory of God, 
of whom it is said, "Surely the wrath of 
man shall praise Thee, and the remainder 
of wrath shalt Thou restrain.•· 

I said Zion was a slip off Trinity; it 
might have been painful cutting at the time; 
but there is no cause for regret at the re
sult. There is another vinernrd where the 
living vines may be nourished and cared 
for. 

You remember the painful controversy 
respecting the" Eternal Generation" theory. 
You know how every one that thought for 
himself felt entitled to bold his own in
dividual opinions respecting that profound 
subject. You know bow warm some were 
because others would not, or could not, see 
th.ings as they saw them, and understand 
them as they understood them. Can you 
wonder that Mr. Hazlerigg had bis own 
conscientious opinions on that profound sub
ject? I trow not. Well, at. that time he 
was pastor over the Church at Trinity; his 
engagement was four months and supplies 
two months, alternately, and the founder oi 
Trinity left a discretionary voice in the choice 
ot supplies with his successors in union with 
the Church; that is, he wished it to be 
carried on in the same manner as it had 
been during his life. Now there were some 
o( the supplies who held to one side of the 
controversy, and some to the other; hence, 
Mr. Hazlerigg did not feel comfortable to 
sanction contradictory testimonies on so vital 
a subject, and he wished to have the control 
of supplies vested with himself and the 
Church. His request was not granted; 
some of the supplies bad been there occa
sionally for years, and were well received: 
yea, no iloubt they are as sound in the faith 
of the Divinity of Jesus Christ as some of 
those who believed in tl1e Eternal Genera
tion of the Son of God. Consequently, Mr. 
Hazlerigg and that portion of the Church 
that saw or felt with him left, and are now 
located in this new Zion, which they have 
erected. 

Mr; Hazlerigg is well supported; but he 
has not injured Trinity. It was time there 
was a swarming ; I have olten seen Trinity 
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too full to be comfortable. Oh, may it never 
be said of our Zion at Leicester, " The ways 
of Zion do mourn, because none come 
to the solemn feasts." May God in His great 
mere,· g-ather into Zion such as shall be 
etern'ali'v saved. Of our Zion may it be 
said, " 0Thi.• and that man was born in 
her; and the Highest Himse(f shall u
tablfah her." 

I remember once hearing Mr. Hazlerigg 
preach from these words: " My soul, wait 
thou only upon God" (Psalm !xii. 5 ). 
Those words seem to me to be a true charac
teristic of Mr. Hazlerigg's ministry. I be
lieve he does not want people to go to chapel 
merely to hear him, but to hear what God 
speaks to them through him. That is a 
trait in the character of every true God-sent 
minister when his judgment is evenly bal
anced. Oh, that there was more of this 
singleness of purpose in those that profess 
to be God's ministers! Then we should hear 
more of the Christ of the Gospel, and what 
He has done, and less of man. It is hard 
for us to be nothing, that the glory of God 
may shine forth resplendently; but only 
then is it well. 

A short time ago I expressed myself in 
this wise to a very sincere friend, respecting 
Mr. Hazlerigg as a minister. I said, "I 
should liken him to a good physician who 
probes the wound well to see how deep
seated the disease is, and then applies the 
healing balm in a skilful manner." My 
likeness was approved of as very good. More 
recently I was speaking to an old veteran in 
the faith, and Mr. Hazlerigg's name was 
mentioned. My mend said, "He's a 
blessed preacher; he's a thorough good dis
ciplinarian, t'.lO; and I am glad of it ; for 
if ever looseness is allowed in Church order, 
it is a sure sig-n something is wrong." 

You, Mr. Editor, know some go forth to 
preach whose credentials are very doubtful. 
Mr. Hazlerigg is not the man to encourage 
any of these Ahimaazes, who run before 
they ha,·e tidings to carry. How few, when 
they see a rebel cut down by the sword of 
the law, know what it means. They them
selves have never been executed, never felt 
the sentence of death in themselves, nor can 
thev understand it in others. 

I am glad Mr. Hazlerigg has had the 
privilege of sending a true tidings'-bearer 
forth with the prayers and sanction of the 
Church since he has been located in Zion, 
whose call to the ministry, I understand, is 
very clear. 1 heartily wish him God
speed. 
0 God. our Father, do this Zion bless (cess ! 
With Thine own presence; give her good sue
Send down Tby Spirit froJD Tby throne above, 
Let Hazlerlgg proclaim Tby mighty love; 
Then will we bless Thee for our uew Zl-on, 
For Hazlerigg, for Wakely, and for friend 

Try-on. 

God willing, I will send you a parcel 
about Providence chapel. Till then, be
lieve me, ever yours in the bonds of the 
everlastinl!' covenant. REFUGEE. 

Hope cottage, Cleft-of-the- Rock, 
April 6, 1876. 

ANOTHER LOSS AT RYE LANE 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, PECKHAM. 

Mrs. Hephzibah Drewe ~as the child of 
Christian pnrents ( they both having been 
.members of this Church from its commence
ment, before the old chapel was built, and· 
were baptized at Mitchell street by the late 
Mr. Powell's father) ; but, although brought 
up in the Sunday school, and for some time 
11 teacher therein, the work of grace had not 
yet begun in her heart, and it was not until 
our beloved pastor, Mr. Moyle, came to
Peckham that she seemed to have any special 
desire to attend the Lord's house. About 
1859 she decided, through Divine favour, lo, 
take up her cross anrl follow her gracious 
Lord. The writer of these remarks welt 
!'emembers the ohservation she made at the 
time, saying," We will walk together now 
in the ways of the Lord." She joined the 
Church in 1861, was subject to many doubts, 
and felt herself unworthy of the great favour
bestowed upon her in being made a partaker 
01 His grace. She would often repeat the 
hymn commencing· with the following verse~ 
it was her favourite to the day of her death,. 
and contained all her experience: 

11 Come, humble sinner, in whose breast 
A thousand thoughts revolve, 

Come, with your guilt and tear opprest, 
And make this last resolve." 

During the last few years her desire seemed· 
to increase for her heavenly home, and she 
would often rereat, in sudden bursts of tears, 
eome beautifu verse of a hymn, or eome 
precious text referring to the same. To her 
dear grandson she would address herself 
thus: " Oh how I long to see you follow 
Christ. I hope I shall live to see the day."· 

Her health gradually failed since June 
last. It was thought her end was ne&·1 
especially at one time we were gatherea 
round her bed. She said, "I am going· 
home· but the Lord is with me: I have no 
fear • '1 know He will never leave me nor 
fors~ke me; " and thanking those of us who
were near for our kindness to her, she seemed, 
to all appearance, to be sinking; but she 
gradually gained strength and recovered, 
until a relapse took place which ended her 
useful life. 

On the Sunday before her departure she 
was sitting at tea, and all at once she burst 
out, in tears, saying that precious hymn: 

"We speak ot the realms ot the hlcst, 
ThaL country so bright and so fair, 

And oft are Its glories confessed, 
But what mllBt It be to be there?" 

Placing P,eat emphasis on the last line, 
adding, ' I shall he there soon. I feel. so• 
ill, and long to be at home." Her son-m
law tried to speak words of comfort to her ; 
but we none of us thought it was her last 
Sabbath on earth. In the evening she 
joined in singing with us, " Shall we meet 
beyond the river ·1 " and several other sweet 
hymns, finishing our little service with that 
well-known song," Vital 6park of heavenly 
Bame." It being rather late, we did not 
care to sing it through, but the dear soul 
l!llid earnestly, "Oh, yes, finish it; my dear 
mother used to sing that; " and on going 
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anerward homeward with her dear niece, she ' T H E ST A TE O F T H I N GS I N 
repeated the lines again: A UST RALi A. 

"O grave, where Is thy victory? Mr. Seth Cottam, of the Baptist Church in 
0 death, whorolatbystlng?" Sydney, writing to Mr. John Bunyan 

Also giving her good advice os to her future, McCure, says,. . 
begging her never to leave her Sunday I . The first thrng y~u w,ll want to know 

hool and to be careful 08 to the company 1s, how we are gettrng on at Castlereagh 
:e kept. I street. I am thankful to say we are gett,ng 

Thus she was ripening for glory, and, like alo'!'g very co1,fortably. T!,e Church h'.18 
the setting sun, her eventide was rich in its an I~crease at t e prese_nt time, five or six 
goin~ down. She attended the prayer cand_1dates for members~1p, three of them /or 
meetmg on the Monday evening, and when baphsm,, so that we sill! ha".e assuranc~ of 
she came home, she remarked bow she en- the Lord~ presence; Wh_at is of equ~I _ 1m
joyed the prayers of some of the brethren. portance 1s the mamfestly mcreasmg spmtual 
She bade us all good-bye as usual on the growth amongst the members, as evidenced 
Monday evening and 00 Tuesda w~ seized h_y a larger development of brotherly ~nd 

·th 1 'd tI yd b I sISterly love towards each other, and an m-
WI apop exy, an ge!1 Y breathe er ast crease of love of the ordinances ef the L d' 
on Wednesday even mg at about twelve b O or. s 
o'clock; and so peaceful was her end, it was ouse. .ur ~ttendance has been m~~h (n-

arcely known when the "silver cord ,, was terfered "."1th, m consequence of the vmtahon 
jc d of God, ID the form of scarlet fever, black 
ooMu~h more miabt be said but the writer fever,. and erysipelas, all ve:y prevalent, 

. " ' . carrymg off numbers of children. It 1s 
forbears, trustmg what has been. said may be thought to be the effects of the drou ht, 
for the encour~gement of dou~tmg souls, 88 which bas continued for seven months, ~nil 
was the case with her. To Him be all the there is no si.~ of any break in it. "The 
praise. Lord reigneth," and He doeth all things 

after the couruel of His own will. 
HA YES TABERNACLE-Near 

Uxbridg-e. Seven years have passed away 
since this place of worship was first opened. 
We believe in those seven years the ministry 
of the Gospel, the Sunday schools, snd various 
auxiliary efforts, have poured forth more 
spiritual and temporal blessings than ever 
will be known in time. We rejoice to wit
ness the zeal, the perseverance, and the 
prosperity attending this truly New Testa
ment Institution. On Wednesday, March 
29, 1876, the seventh anniversary of the 
opening services was signalised by special 
gatherings. Mr. J. S. Anderson, of New 
Cross, gave a strong testimony in the after
noon, illustrative of the mercies flowing 
from .that pure river of water of life, which 
John, in vision,saw in Patmos. Mr. Newby 
(of Mr. Hazelton's Church) presided over 
the public meeting, and from a Ch1ist-loving 
heart came a gentle stream of congratulatory 
counsel. Our dearly-beloved friend and bro
ther in the faith, Mr. R. Minton, asked the 
Lord to remember us all in our work and 
warfare in the Churches and in the world. 
The subjects for the evening's consideration 
were as follows: "The seven ewe lambs," by 
Mr. Styles, minister of Providence chapel, 
Islington ; " The blood sprinkled seven 
times," by Mr. Edwards; "The seven Sab
baths of years in the jubilee," by C. W. 
Banks; "The seven lamps," by Mr. Ander
son. The pastor, Mr. Bardens, gratefully 
acknowledged the thanks of the Church for 
all the kindness of friends. In prayer Mr. 
Newby closed the meeting. It was con
sidered an edifying conference. We heard 
no complaints, but some expressed gladness 
of heart. Our London friends wilf notice 
that the next general assembly will be holden 
in Hayes Tabernacle on the 14th of June, 
when (D.V.) a numerous company is ex
pected. 

"THE AUSTRALIAN WIDOW." 
I have to tell you I visited our long-

afflicted aml dear sister, Mrs. Fenton. She 
was delighted to see me ; her first inquiries 
were about you. I gave her all the in
formation I could. "Tell him," she said, "I 
am still clinging to the rock ; and though 
my bodily strength is fast failing, yet in the 
Lord Jehovah is my everlasting strength. I 
do sometimes feel a strong desire to see him 
once more; still, I feel great comfort in the 
thought, that though we are so far separated 
from each other, we are both under the 
same watchful eye of our Heavenly Father. 
I feel as though we were close together, only 
not able to see each other." I stayed with 
her, conversing upon the things that belong 
to our eternal peace. After reading the 
Word of God, and praying the Lord on her 
behalf, I rose to take my leave of her. She 
said," Tell Mr. McCure that we have been 
praying the Lord to enable me to appear in 
His courts once more to commemorate His 
dying love with His people, before He takes 
me home, and I feel that He will do it.'' 

Thus, dear brother, this poor suffering saint, 
whom it bad pleased the Lord to make you 
the instrument of bringing to Himself, is 
thus enabled, hy the sustaining grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to cling with firm grasp 
to the Rock of Ages, and to rejoice more and 
more in the enduring love and mercy of God 
towards her ; and I pray the Lord abun • 
dantly to bless you. I remain, yours in 
Christ Jesus, SETH COTTAM. 

CORNW ALL.-If the Lord permit, we 
desire to find a faithful and industrious pastor 
and preacher for a Church where an earnest 
minister, not quite dependent, might, with 
the divine blessing, find a sphereot mutually 
useful labour. Address, C. W. Banks, 9, 
Banbury road, South Hackney, London, E. 
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MANCHESTER. 
Vl'ednesday, April 12, 1876, a tea meeting 

was holden in the Baptist chapel, Hig·her 
Temple street, Chorlton-on-Medlock, Man
chester, to commemorate the twentieth an
niversary of Mr. S. A. Smith's ministry in 
Manchester. Mr. Chorlton was chairman 
Mr. Davies prayed. Mr. Chorlton made ~ 
few _remarks upon the predestinating, de
erettve purposes of God being executed in 
~me and order most wisely, wonderfully, 
r1ghteou~ly, and to Hi~ own g-lory. 

Referrmg to the obJect of the meeting he 
notirerl that he once sat under Mr. Nunn's 
ministry at St. Clements· then he was led 
in the providence of God' to hear Mr. Wm. 
Gadsb~•. He settled there, thinking there 
was no one could preach the Gospel so well 
and taithfullv as he did. When James Wells 
·of Surrey Ta.bernacle, London, came, in 1840'. 
to supply Mr. Gadsby, he was entirelv capti
rnted with him. After Mr. Gadsby's.decease 
another cause rising up in Oldham street 
under Mr. Bidder's ministry he went with 
them, and continued until tl;e wreck under 
Mr. Corbit's ministry. The people then 
bemg all scattered as sheep without a shep
herd, he ( Mr. Chorlton) proposed to a friend 
of his, a Mr. Carson, to open a room and he 
would pay the rent, if they could gather the 
people together and find them ministers. 
Mr. _Carson agreed and said he would pay 
-one _nalt. They met_ (I joined them), and 
contmued ~ short llm~, when coming in 
eontact with Mr. Smith and conversing 
about the matter, the latter, who was then 
pastor at Warrington, being desirous of 
settling in Manchester, agreed to come and 
take tl..e oversight. 

D~acon, Mr. Morgan, spoke as to his 
commg amongst them, &c., some twelve or 
thirteen _years ago; and then presented the 
pastor WI th a :line handsome timepiece and 
a lady (Mrs. Coy), one of the teachers, ~ame 
forward and presented him with a large and 
beautiful inkstand from her class. 

Mr. Smith rose and said with emotion 
they should have left that until the last'. 
The unexpected manifestation of their kind
ness had quite unmanned him. However he 
observed that at the time Mr. Chorlton bad 
alluded to, about twenty years ago, be had 
been ~xercised in his mind about going to 
Wamngton every Sunday; he was looking 
alter a cause and school there, but his own 
tampy were forsaken. Then this portion of 
Scripture pressed upon his mind : " They 
made me the keeper of the vineyards but 
mine. own vi~e:i:ard _have I ~ot kept."' He 
took 1t as an mtimahon for him to remain at 
home, and accepted their invitation. Thev 
removed to the Cloth Hall, Salford. thenc·e 
to Temperan~e Hall, finally, to Higher 
Temple street, near Brunswick street where 
they have continued to this day. H; gave a 
summary of progression, baptisms, &c., and 
observed that the chapel was out of debt. 

Mr. Pure said a few words, and the service 
concluded with singing. 

JOHN HUDSON. 

FOREST GATE.-Mr. EDITOR -The 
Church at Forest Gate is a Strict Baptist 
Church, and abides by its rules, which were 
prepared and approved by brethren C. Box, 
the late Messrs. Palmer, and Cbipchase. 
No deacon hrua ever received members into 
the Church when there wa~ a pastor but 
only ( as for instance at Mount Zion th~ late 
Mr. Foreman's) when there was n~ pastor 
but a supplr. My own intense feeling for: 
and ?etermmed advocacy of, Strict Com
mumon are already before the public in the 
Earthen Vessel, some six years or so back• 
and I am as firm as ever, both in word and 
deed. I will not replv at length to brother 
Elvin's letter. Suffer me to add a word on 
yom: editorial at the end: Forest lane Church 
has its full power! and its supply his fullest 
freedom ; and baa you fully known the fact.s 
and history your remarks could not have 
fou·nd their way from your pen. My only 
!eason for writing is, that through the letters 
m the Vessel, the Stratford Church is in 
danger of being slighted by sister Churches, 
and no _man ca!1 wf th a good conscience, 
su~er this, espec1;J1y m the days we live in. 
With earnest love to brother Elvin your un
worthy, but faithfully Strict and Particular 
Baptist brother in the Lord, 

JOHN HUNT LYNN, 

A NOTE TO MR. DANIEL ALLEN. 
DEAR BROTHER,- Mr. Seth Cottam 

writes to Mr. J. B. McCure,, wherein he 
says I have written to you, proposing you to 
come to supply in Speldhurst road for one 
twelvemonth, and that I would come to 
Sydney, and occupy your pulpit during the 
same period. No letter containing any such 
proposition ever came forth from me. To 
invite you here for one year, unless I sent 
you with such invite a cheque for £200, 
would be a cruel deception on my · part. 
You know, dear Mr. Allen, I never sent yon 
any such invite. As to my proposing
seriously proposing - to visit Australia, I 
have· never had such a thought. I could not 
come to you, although many would be glad 
to see and hear you in England. Mr. Seth 
Cottam'• Jetter I cannot understand: it 
staggers me. It is true I have been urged 
to throw out several hints touching yonr 
coming here-the causes I will not now 
state. On this subject you may hear again 
from your obedient servant, 

C. W. BANKS. 
London, April 18, 1876. 

NORWICH. - Our brother Mr. Wm. 
Tooke, like many other brethren, has passed 
through physical affliction during the winter 
which, we hope, has almost reached its end. 
Orford Hill chapel has recently witnes.sed 
the baptizing ot some to whom brother 
Tooke'• ministry has been useful; and others 
are seekinl!' to honour their Lord in His 
much-dishonoured way. May signal and 
saving mercies still help-unde1· God-to 
build up His own Zion in Orford Hill. 

" East Bergholt Chapel Builder" ought to 
suppres.s that awfully false report. 
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MOUNT ZION, DORSET SQUARE. 
The third annual meeting of old Sunday 

school teachers and scholars was held Easter 
Monday, April 17. At5.30 the old teachers, 
scholars, and friends sat down to a sump
tuous tea, provided frrn of charge. In the 
evening the meeting assumed a more public 
character than that of the year previous. 
The paator elect, Mr. Shepherd, occupied 
the chair. After a hymn and prayer, Mr. 
Shepherd read part of Gen. xlvi., and spoke 
from the words, " How old art thou 1" 
Suitable addresses followed by brethren Odd
ling, Beddow, Winters, and the superinten
dent of the Sunday school. Brethren Buck
oke, Beazley, and others offered prayer. The 
pastor announced a hearty welcome to all 
old teachers and scholars to the like meeting 
next Easter Monday. The very social and 
happy gathering of Zionites then broke np, 
and went on their way rejoicing. 

Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS. 

GLEMSFORD, SUFFOLK. - DEAR 
BROTHER BANKS. - Hitherto bath the 
Lord helped me to blow the trumpet in 
Zion, but I feel the timbers of this old house 
tell me it must come down. Yet upon the 
Rock of eternal ages the new man feels safe. 
It gives me great comfort of heart and soul to 
say our God is very merciful to us; and He 
has made the word of His grace the power of 
God unto the soul's salvation of His dear 
people here. The Lord enabled me to baptize 
two sisters in the faith of God's Christ, on 
Lord's-day, March 5th. (D.V.) hope on 
the first Sabbath in May to again descend 
into the water. The Church of God here 
have chosen me to the pastorate on March 
26th. I am thankful to say our chapel is 
well filled from time to time, and we are very 
comfortable together. To our God in Christ 
be all the glory.-With Christian love, yours 
as ever, A BAKER, April 17, 1876. 

BATH.-It is cheerin!I' to us murh-des
pised Strict Baptists to find in the city of 
Bath a Church of Truth and New Testament 
Order, like that under the ca1;1) of Mr. John 
Huntley, at Ebenezer, Widcumbe, a beauti
ful suburb of that fine western aristocratic 
resort. A visitor at Bath writing to us, says, 
"Mr. Huntley, at Ebenezer chapel, is a good 
fellow and a man of truth. I am very much 
pleased with his testimony and with his 
people." We understand Mr. W. Crowther, 
of Gomersal, has. been preaching for Mr. 
Huntley, who has been preaching the Gos
pel now for nearly twenty years, and has a 
Church with over 250 members, surrounded 
by a flourishing, useful cause. To be enabled 
to rejoice with those who prosper in the 
Lord's service (although we fade and fail), 
is the spirit we covet, the pure sympathy 
we pray for. Mr. John Huntley's father 
has preached at Limpley Stoke over fifty 
years. 

IPSWICH. - Mr. Poock still lives in 
Bethesda. Mr. Morling labours hard in 
Zoar. Of each cause it may be Eaid, the 
Lord's blessing is realised. 

"SNOWED-UP."-Friends around the 
Velvet Lawn, and all through Chalkshire's. 
Vale, will please understand we rame on 
Gu0d Friday morning, through snow and 
blow, as far a.~ Princes Risborough ; there 
we found the snow had erected insurmount
able barriers between that town and Little 
Kimble. We were compelled to remain 
under the kind care of brother Burgess, the 
pastor of Askett Church, until the evening's 
luggage and baggage train slowly dragged 
us back to the Metropolis. We never passed 
through such a Good Friday before. Princes 
Risborough is a small dissenting town; how 
much of Gospel truth it enjoys is best 
known to them who know the ways of God, 
and walk therein. 

PLUMSTEAD TABERNACLE. -An
niversary services were holden here March 
19 and 20. Sermons were preached by G. 
Holland, of Willingham; R. C. Barden.s, o1 
Hayes; and C. W. Banks. A bountiful tea 
was provided on the 20th, after which John 
Wil". E•q., of Hayes, presided over a large 
public mcdiog, which he did in a kind and 
Christian manner. After the introduction he 
called upon R. C. Bardens, C. W. Banks, 
G. Holland, W. H. Lee, C. Cornwell, J. 
Brittain, &c., to speak to the assembled 
friends. Mr. R. Webb, one of the deacons, 
gave us cheering words, leading us to hope 
the cause of Truth in Plumstead Tabernacle 
would yet see happy and useful days ; to 
which the hearts of many said" Amen." 

LITTLE STONHA.M Baptist Church 
has a pastor of sound judgment and of in
dustrious devotion, in brother Andrews. 
Two public services we held Tuesday and 
Wednesday I much enjoyed fellowship with 
John Andrews, but it seems difficult for a 
young man to rear a family with the small 
means afforded. Those whom the Lord has 
made stewards in His household must put 
forth help, or our chapels must decay, our 
pastors and their families must want, our 
denomination must weaken. Little Stonham 
chapel requires means to renovate and to 
restore. lt is one of the Lord's "dwelling
places," one of J acob's tents. Let us pray 
the Lord and His people to appear for her. 

C. W.B. 

NORTH BRfXTON HALL.-Brother 
C. Cornwell sends report ol some Evangelistic 
services recently attempted. Were we to 
publish their proceedings, no good could flow 
theretrom. Delusions and deceivers abound. 
All appear to be playing with religion. The 
people should be warned; but, "until the 
Spirit be poured upon us from on high," 
desolations will spread. Let all who have 
the Spirit of Christ, lift Him high before th" 
people. Christ is our only remedy. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION.-New Baptist 
chapel in Speke road. All our opening ser
vices were encouraging. Brother Thomas 
James Messer found a good company who 
appreciated his loving and truthful dis
courses. 
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NOBLE WORK AT BOROUGH GREEN. 
MR. EDITOR,-Allow me to communicate 

my thanks to numerous friends abroad and 
at.home. 

The piece by " Besor" has been the means 
of briniring shoals of congratulations, far too 
numerous to acknowledge privately. 

Allow me to thank all our friends for their 
godly expressions and earnest good wishes for 
Mrs. Huxhnm and myself. TheeventwhicL 
called forth these congratulations may be 
imitated by other Churches: they have an 
exhilarating and uniting tendency. 

I desire further to express thanks to 
numerous friend• for the kindly aid which 
has been afforded us, as a Church, the past 
three years. 

On ·13th of March, 1873, at our annual 
Church-meeting, it was suggested that the 
old Yestry (in a dilapidated state) should be 
taken down and a new one built, with a 
schoolroom over. As the undertaking would 
im·olve considerable expense, the meeting was 
adjourned for consideration, prayer, and to 
obtain plans and estimate; also to consider 
how the monev sl,ould be obtained. It was 
resolved to pull down and rebuild according 
to plans and estimate of £180, and to enlist 
all the energies of the Church and congrega
tion. The faith of some of our friends was 
strong enough to believe we could promise 
the builder, the late Mr. Tomlyn, £80 on the 
opening, and remainder soon after. The 
work commenced Monday, 13th April, 1873, 
completed and opened Wednesday, 8th 
October, same year. On eve of opening day 
we found we had paid £95 4s. 8d., and the 
proceeds of opening being £23 5s., made our 
payments £ll8 9s. 8d., or £.'38 9s. Sd. more 
than we promised. Some deviation from 
orii6nal plans, total cost was £207 10s., with 
£50 to furnish it, made the outlay £257 10s., 
leaving us with a debt of £139 0s. 4d. To 
meet this we applied to Baptist Building 
Society for £100. They voted us £80, to be 
paid back in half-yearly instalments of £5, 
free of interest; that was March, 1874, and 
by that time we found the £80 would free 
us en tire] v from debt. 

Dear Sir, send it forth to all the Churches 
that on Good Friday last, the 14th April, we 
held meetings at Boro' Green. I was 
favoured to preach in afternoon; then we 
had social tea, trays provided by lady friends; 
in evening a comfortable meeting; chair 
taken by your humble servant, the pastor; 
addresses delivered by two of the deacons 
( brethren Pol tick and Beecher) ; four pieces 
by the choir; the harmonium conducted by 
our very esteemed friend Miss Thompson, in 
an admirable manner; in the evening we 
made cullection, and on counting we found 
we had obtained all we needed to free us from 
debt, viz., £21 l0s. Now we can inform 
our friends we are free from debt, having a 
spacious chapel, vestry, school room, and 
extensive burying ground, all freehold, and 
free from any iocumbraoce. We wish to 
give public expr""5ioo of our thanks to all 
who have aided us; also publicly to acknow
ledge our obligations to the God of all our 
mercies for showing us so great favours as 

to enable us to raise within three years the 
sum of £275 l0s., beside meeting all other 
expenses in connection with the cnuse, and 
giving us a surpluR each year. Surely, we 
may say," What has God wrou11·ht ! " We 

·estimate the pince in a financial point of 
view £500 in advance of what it was four 
years since. Hallelujah ! the Lord be praised. 
l feel bound to express my thanks before all 
the Churches, to all friends in the Church 
the congregation and neighbourhood, for th; 
interest taken in working so assiduously and 
labouring so prayerfully. We pray our 
covenant God, in the trinity of His glorious 
persons, may get Himself glory and make it 
a means of bringing souls to Himself. Amen. 

Yours, as ever, 
R. A. liUXHAM. 

HISTORY OF THE CLAPHAM 
JUNCTION BAPI'IST CHURCH. 
At the public meeting, on opening Speke 

road new chapel, Mr. Stiles gave an outline 
of its rise. He said :-About nineteen years 
ago four or five young men started a 
Saturday-night prayer meeting. Bible 
subjects were talked over and proved profit
able to many. Open-air meetings were 
commenced, and likewise cottage meetings. 
Soon after the neighbourhood sprung up, and 
visitation from house to house, with distribu
tion of tracts, was started. A place to meet 
in was then sought; a mission hall was 
obtained; Mr. Ballard came and spoke from 
the words, " Run, speak to this youni 
man." Others were invited to preach. ThlS 
was continued; nine months thus rolled 
away, when they were· formed in to a Church. 
Seven comprised the ·membership; out of 
these five remain. This formation took place 
in March, 1872. In May they elected to 
build; two £25 donations were received, and 
30s. A box was put at the door, and the 
first time there was 3¼<1. in it. Mr. Clark 
read a financial statement. A piece of land 
was secured at £250, and in October, 1873, 
they had opening services. That day they 
cleared £BO, reducing the debt to ,£305. 
The whole sum was soon cleared off; the 
School Board then wanted the ground ; the 
first week in February, 1875, their first 
chapel was sold; and after some delay the 
money was obtained. The friends met for 
a time in the large upper rooms belonging to 
Mr. Price. Messrs. Turtle and Appleton 
a.~eed to build this place for £1,935. lR 
October, 1875, the memorial stone was laid, 
and £80 collected that day. Estimated cost 
of place of worship, £2,300. In hand, 
£1,162 lSs. 4d. Mr. Wilson read the re
ceipts of the present opening day. Morning 
collection was £8 Us. 10d.; afternoon, £,4, 
19s. 9d.; evening, £21 6s. 6d.; donations 
and collecting cards bringing it up to 11.bout 
£110, making the ~um gathered during the 
day something over £123. 

COGGESHALL.-That venerable deacon 
of the Baptist Church1 Mr. E. Crosby, left 
us for the happier lana on March 9, 1876, 
aged 86. The brief memorial came too late. 
It will appear (D.V.) lo June, 
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.ZION CHAPEL, WILDERNESS ROW. 
On Tuesday evening, April 4, a very in

te!esting meeting wns held at the above 
chapel. About 100 persons partook of tea at 
5.30; and ot 7 o'clock the public meeting 
-commenced, presided over by our well-known 
brother, C. Spencer, Esq. After singinr, the 
hymn, " Now to the Lord a noble song ' the 
chairman read Psa. xlvi. Mr. Meer~s of 
Bermondsey, engaged in prayer, after which 
Mr. Spencer called upon Mr. Bennett to say 
-a few words. 

Mr. Bennett said that the reason of the 
meeting being held was because he had 
thought it well upon commencing a second 
six months' labour in the place, to get a few 
-of his ministerial brethren to come and show 
by their presence and support, that while h; 
was, perhaps, comparatively unknown to 
-many of the friends who bad gathered round 
him at Wilderne.ss row, he was well-known 
to bis brethren i11 the ministry; and that al
though his attempting to raise a cause there 
·was a venture, he did not appear before the 
people as an adventurer. 

The chairman made a few remarks, in the 
course of which he stated that it gave him 
very great pleasure to be present. He then 
presented to Mr. Bennett the following 
acrostic on his name, which he had written 
for the occasion. 
J oho, the beloved ot the Lord, 
0 pposlng error by the Word. 
H 1a Master's cause He does defend, 
N or to free-will ever bend, 
Be very faithful, very firm, 
E ternal truth will yo11 confirm; 
N o works of creatures can obtain 
No peace nor bope but through Christ's nsme, 
E lectlng love shall be the song 
To-day, by all the blood-bought throng, 
Throughout all Lime and ages long. 

Mr. Hazelton, of Chadwell street, said it 
·gave him ~eat pleasure to be preseni at 
the meeting, although he always said that 
he was no platform man, as he felt more at 
,home in the pulpit. He had known his 
brother Bennett for a great many years. 
Indeed, ;he was formerly a member of the 
Church at Chadwell street; and during all 
the years since he left them they had heard 
-of him continually, and always with pleasure 
which was more than he could say of som~ 
who had gone out from them. Mr. Hazelton 
then proceeded to make some weighty and 
·edifying remarks upon 1 John iii. 2. 

Brethren Styles, Meeres, and Lawrence 
follo',Ved, ~ach expressing the pleasure he 
had m bemg present, and testifying to his 
friendship and good wishes for Mr. Bennett. 
A collection was made, amounting to between 
.£8 and £0. The Doxology was sung, and 
the pr?cee~ings terminated by Mr. Spencer 
·engagmg m prayer. 

It did my sou 1 good, on coming out of the 
chapel, to meet so many hapiy faces. 
" All were the best speakers " " al was the 
best Gospel." One Lord, otie Jesus Christ, 
-One Spirit, one Faith, and one blessed Gospel. 

J,D. 

HE YWOOD.-E BENE z E it. The 
annual congregational tea meeting was held 
on Good Friday, when about seventy persons 
sat down to tea. After tea the chair was 
taken by Mr. Wm. Howarth, deacon of the 
Church, who, in a brief speech, reviewed our 
proceedings since we came away from a 
oeighbourin~ Church, and spoke of the 
concord, umty and amity which we have 
~njoyed du_riog th_e past year, and especially 
rn comparison with the preceding twelve 
months. He also congratulated the mem
bers, and at the same time thanked them 
for the very Jiheral way in which they have 
contributed to our funds, and informed them 
that we had a very nice little balance in 
hand towards next year's fullds. He also 
emphatically denied the assertion that has 
been circulated to the effect that it was 
entirely on doctrinal grounds that we had 
severed ourselves from the Church we were 
lately connected with, and whoever liad 
originated that statement must have known 
that it was entirely false, the disruption 
being entirely owing to the members claim
ing to have a voice in the government of the 
place, and not continue to be subservient to 
one individual, as had been the case for 
sever~] years. . Mr. H?rbury, in a very in
terestmg and mstrucllve speech, reviewed 
the progress of Christianity from its earliest 
period to the present time. Mr. Bowker 
treated on the snares which beset us under 
the guise of Christianity, and spoke at 
length on a tract which is now in circulation 
written by an anonymous individual and 
which is entitled, "A Tract for the Ti~es." 
He believed that it was merely a ruse of the 
devil's to get in amongst God'• people and 
warned all to beware of such subtle' and 
~ead!y poison.. 1:he scholars gave several 
mterestmg rec1tallons, and the choir ren
dered several anthems in a very efficient 
manner. We sincerely hope that we may 
be spared to have many more tea meetin!l'S 
which will prove as enjoyable as this h~ 
done. 

BRIXTON l'A.l:lERN ACLE. - Our 
fourth anniversary was holden on Good 
Friday. A large number took tea. The 
evening meeting was well attended. The 
tea was given, and several friends from other 
causes ~ame to bid us God's speed. The 
sermon m the afternoon was from .Psa. xlviii. 
12. The evening meeting was opened bv 
singing, and our brother W. Sack asked 
God's presence; afterwhich excellent addresses 
were delivered upon "The Mystery of the 
Gospel," by brethren Battson, Brindle, 
Lawrence and Wheeler. Collections 
amounting to £7 16s., and also a purse con~ 
taining £10 14s., making a total of £18 10s., 
was given me by the deacons. We thank 
God and take courage. c. CORNWELL. 

BOSTON.-Many friends will, with us 
feel much grief at learning that heavy bodily 
affliction has again laid dear brother David 
Wilson on his bed in much suffering. We 
fear the true Baptist Interest will pass 
through a season of trial, 
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METROPOLITAN STRICT BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION held its annual assembly, 
March 28 1876, in Soho chapel. Mr. An
derson entered the presiden ta] chair, and 
delivered his inaugural review of the Churches, 
ministers, &c. Mr. Styles read the report. 
The speech of the assembly was by Mr. 
Shepherd. We have notes which may some 
day appear. We have questions from some 
correspondents we cannot answer. Many 
have !(Teat searchings of heart. If all the 
Strict Baptists in the kingdom could and 
would unite in one Christ-loving-bond, they 
would form a mig·hty army, but they allow 
crotchets to crush them. 

WILTON SQUARE.-Mr. W. Flack's 
Easter meetings, April 16 and 18, were de
monstrative a.ssemblies of great sympathy 
towards this honoured minister of Christ, 
who celebrated his nineteenth anniversary by 
preaching two sermons on the 16th, although 
his natural vision is much weakened. Ser
mons bv Messrs. Box and Shepherd were 
also deiivered : the social tea and public 
gatherings were good. ~~era! from. the 
junior ranks of London mmisters acqmtted 
themselves approvingly. Mr. Flack is en
couraged hy some who apply for admission 
into the Church. 

STOWMARKET. - .April 13, 1876, 
through snow and sleet, from Little Stonham 
to &tow mv long-loved Christian brother 
Edward' Freeman, of Stonham .A.spall, 
brought me this cold winter's morning. We 
called on our young brother, Mr. Debna~; 
he sails on peacefully and hopefully at PIi
grim 's Home, and is found a faithful witness 
for Christ an instructing minister of the 
Gospel and a careful scriptural walker be
fore all peoples. Our declining grandsires 
are bound to render thanks unto the 
Lord for the perpetuation of th~ prom~
" I will give them pastors accordmg to Mme 
own heart." 

OLD FORD.-2J!he funeral of the late 
Mr. John Branch took place in Bow Ceme
terv April 19, 1876. In the chapel, Mr. 
Griffith, of Hope, called upon the name of 
the Lord. C. W. Banks spoke a few words 
upon the dark and bright side of this event. 
.A.t the grave verses were sung. Mr. W. 
Symonds gave addreAS on " Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection," 
&c. He spoke good words to t~e widow aJ?d 
the family, and closed the service. Thus ID 
a most honourable and sacred manner the 
surviving sons laid their father's remains in 
the well-prepared grave. 

WEST WYCOMBE. - " A lily among 
the thorns." Our Good FTiday meeting was 
well sustained.- Chapel. full. .A.II the speakers 
were dressed m free-will garments; but our 
brother Geore:e White brought in the royal 
robes of Zion's eternal redemption by the 
blood of the Lamb· giving a true exposition 
of the words " rt' is finished." A faithful 
witness with a living faith, and a divine 
~nointing, is precious in these days, 

EPPING BAPTISTS. -Twelfth nnnt. 
versary was held Good Friday. Mr, Lang
ford preached excellent sermons. In the 
evening a public meeting was held ; the 
time was devoted to speaking and prayer. 

.Brethren Oakey, Hitchcock, Langford, 
Cottis, and Winters assisted in the service. 

WALTHAM ADDEY, 

MARGATE.-We are in II position to 
state that while Mount Ephraim c,hapel, 
Margate, is private property, the Church 
have possession under an agreement, and 
I-ave entire control of all its own affairs, and 
the minister is entirely free. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES. -The British 
school in Hume street was opened Sunday, 
April 2, 1876, for the preaching of the Gos
pel of God, and for the observance of New 
Testament ordinances. We understand our 
brother David Vernon preaches to the people 
with solemn power. Every faculty in our 
soul doth cry to God to give them good 
speed. 

CROWFIELD. - Cause under Mr. 
Deering's ministry is doing well. Mr. 
Samuel Cozens preached their anniversary 
sermons on Good Friday of this 1876. I 
saw Jabez Hart and the brethren Runneckles 
standing firm in the truth. 

GRUNDISBURGH. -That firm advo
cate for continuing steadfast in the Apostle's 
doctrine, in breaking of bread, and in prayers, 
the ven. Samuel Collins, has retired from 
a pastorate of near fifty years' duration. He 
has fought a good fight, he bas nearly finished 
his course, he has kept the faith. 

ENCOURAGING. - Mr. Banks, -1 can 
assure yon CHEERING WORDS is a pet of 
mine · I have often enjoved the readmg of 
it. 1' will do what I can ·towards increasing 
the sale of CHEERING WORDS. I only 
wish I had the confidence some of them 
have and the assurance that I am a chosen 
vess~J of mercy. I love the Lord's people 
and I love to hear the Gospel preached ; I 
can discern between the gold and the dross, 
yet I am always in fear 1est I shall at the 
last day be lost. I have bad much tribula
tion having Jost my beloved husband. The 
Lord has indeed been a Husband to me and 
a Father to my fatherless, and has blessed me 
with many, very many mercies. Blessed be 
His dear N nme. 

l'(a:rria:gt. 
April 5, 1876, Ebenezer John, youngest son of 

Mr. Samuel Jones, of 67, Peckham grove, to 
Rosa Mary, second daughter of Mr. W. E. 
Williams, of Stanmore house, 412, Old Kent 
road. 

March 22, at Harllngton, Hannah Treble, 
widow of the late Samuel Treble, of Burrow 
hill Cobham, aged Three Score and Ten. 

' " Ever from toU to rest.'1 



lJ antius I ii ate : 
HIS WIFE: HER DREAMS: HER SOLEMN WARNING. 

"Have thou nothing to do with that Just Man!" 

THE rain had been pouring down for hours; the heavens were clothed 
with blackness; the winds were not very courteous; the fields and 

roads were almost covered with water. I was in a third class, nearly 
empty. Cold was my heart; desolate my mind; cheerless my prospect. 
I had been two days at the Leicester Conference: had listened hard; 
thought no end of thing3. Saw Septimus Sears, Dr. Doudney, Thomas 
Bradbury; a host of the evangelical clergy, such as Master Batcersby, 
Ormiston, Geo. W. Straton, and dozens beside. What I thought, felt, 
said and heard, is all noted in my book; another day it may creep out. 

Many hours had I listened: but it was over. That lovely brother, 
John Wesley, had taken good care of me. We parted on the Leicester 
Station; and now through the borders of the Stockingshire, into the 
centre of Northamptonshire, the boiler was steaming me; and safely, 
through Mercy's marvellous care, I dropped on the Raunds Station. It 
was Saturday" night, April 29, 1876. I was a stranger there: knew no 
one. No one knew me. Some gentleman just said: "Mr. Banks, the 
porter will shew you the way!'' He jumped into the car I had left; off 
went the train, and all appeared to me mysterious. Found I had to 
walk alone in a wet, dirt.v, and (to me) unknown land. . 

However, coward as I am, when there is preaching work to be done, 
I stand for no impediments. I felt a prayer steal out of my heart: 
"Lord! again let Thine hand help me:" and off I went. Coming to 
a junction of roads, and seeing a poor, singular-looking man, I said: 

" Please sir, will you tell me which is the road to Raunds ? " 
"Turn off there to the right; when you come to the pond," &c. 
What he said more I could not catch. A storm appeared gathering. 

0 I what a dreadful black cloud came rolling up to me. I remembered 
being once drenched to the skin, in a similar plight. I put the best 
little leg first; drove myself as fast as I could; came up to the pond; 
took the wrong turning. .Always did that all life through. Neverthe
less I found Raunds. A kind welcome; a comfortable nest; went 
through four services with no feelings to boa~t of. Then to Broughton, 
Kettering, and home to London. Of the state of these gardens many 
little chapters are pencilled down for future use-if need be. 

Quietly shut once more in my book-room, a singular power sent 
deep into my heart those solemn lines which Matthew gi,es us in the 
nineteenth verse of his twenty-seventh chapter:-

" When he was set down on the judgmont seat, 
His wife sent unto him, saying, 
Have tbou nothing to do with that JusT :M.uc 
For I have suffered many things this day 
In a dream, because of Him," 

VoL. XXXII. JuNE, 1876.J ,t 
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.A.8 these words flitted across my mind, they threw into it a light which 
my pencil cannot delineate. This ray of light bronght to view the 
different characters which take part in this most awful tragedy; and, for 
the life of me, I could 11either turn from the scene, nor so fully com
prehend it as to dare to think I could publicly expound all I saw. 

On the morning of May 7, I strove to discourse upon Jesus "passing 
through the midst of them, and going on His way," when, because He 
referred to Elias being sent only to the widow of Sarepta, and Naaman 
being the only leper cleansed, the Jews determined to kill him. But 
there ,ms no preaching in me that morning. I was bound. In the 
cwning my mind was in the hands of another. Necessity compelled 
me to read Matt. xnii. 19. I may be mistaken; but, I think, never did 
I commence a discourse with more confusion as to what I should say; 
ncwr did I begin to speak with more calm solemnity or clearness of 
expression; ne,er did I realise such a terrible sense of the awful 
grnndeur of the different parts of God's eternal Truth, as on that 
occasion. The fearful condition of the different characters was so 
powerfully opened up to the view of my mind, and my tongue was so 
perfectly at liberty to publish the same, that my body trembled, my 
be::.rt was broken, my tears flowed, awe and terror pervaded the whole 
senice, and not a doubt then arose to disturb the confidence that the 
Lord had gi,en me a special message for some one then present. 

Tim thoughts led on to the discourse. First-Not a few who have 
been most wickedly against Christ have, by Omnipotent Grace, become 
His most zealous friends and ministers. Saul of Tarsus, Henry Tanner, 
of Exeter, John Huntley, of Bath, and others, passed in succession 
befor~ me. "Where sin abounded grace (sometimes) doth mw;h more 
abound." Satan or unbelief, or sore temptations, may frequi:ntly drag 
you back to the times of your enmity and cruel wickedness ·against 
Christ, and black fears may arise, so that you feel in danger of being 
cast away after all; but if it hath pleased God Lo call you by His grace; 
if, by the Spirit, Christ hath been revealed in your new-b?rn soul; if 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost have thus become known m you, and 
precious to you, the Saviour's promise is sure to stand good on your 
behalf:-" Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." Peter 
denied Christ, but our Lord never denied Peter. 

The second thought was, to me, painfully solemn. Many profess 
to be on Christ"s side at first, who afterwards turn out His most deadly 
foes! Tri::mble at the fact! Where, now, are some of those plausible, 
proud fello1rs, ,Yho have, in measure, deceived me and others? They 
made most exciting profes~ions of love to Uhrist: but after awhile they 
fell away; ah ! so wickedly, I will not attempt to define their apostacy. 
There are wme now who stand in a proud profession: but their end no 
man knoweth. Look at Judas! one of the twelve . 

.As soon as Jesus declared, " No man can come unto Me, except it 
were given unto him of My Father;" . immediately many of His 
disciples went back, and walked no more Wlth Him. 

Christ, knowing what strong temptation would shake Peter's faith, 
said, Will ye abo go away? Peter had not been broke up then. He 
replied, '' Lord, to wliom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal 
life; and we believe, and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son 
of the Living God.'' 
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Peter answered for all the twelve. He had no suspicion of Judas. 
Mark you, how Jesns answered them: "Have not I chose you twelve? 
and one of you is a devil." He knew who would betray Him. 

Judas represented all those who will be anything; and turn any 
way, if they can but have the money. What a terrific age this is 

, for betraying Jesus Christ; or denying Him in part, if they can but 
have a good bag! Some of our good old causes are lost, or nearly so, 
by these Jewish-Judases, who can make a better market out of the 
worship of free-will, than they can out of the faithful administration of 
Christ's own Gospel. 

It may be, Judas never thought he should betray Christ to death. 
Some think he never dreamed the Jews would crucify Jesus. But, 
when Satan entered into him, he went headlong to destruction; the 
devil drove him to sell Christ: and then to de.stroy himself. If the 
devil is in ever so bright a professor (under cover), that man can do no
thing heartily for Christ. His profession is only for himself. He 
practically says, "Let me be a parson, or a deacon, or a bishop, or some 
great one, and I will follow Christ; deny me my ambition, and I leave 
all!" How many poor wretches of this kind you may see in our 
Churches, and in our streets! 

Love tu Christ-true heaven-born love to our precious Lord-will 
suffer for Him; will submit to Him; and will honestly serve Him; 
but, where a vital love to Christ is not deeply rooted in the soul, you 
never can tell what the end will be of the brightest professor 011 earth. 
Two of the greatest ruling powers which influence the people in this 
world, are the lust of se!f, and "THE LOVE OF CHRIST." The man who 
idolizes, worships, and lives only to please and to profit himself, may 
drive on, either as a worldling, or as a professor of reli~ion, with 
much apparent success; but the man who is possessed of, and in
fluenced by, the love of Christ, will find it hard work to steer his course 
in tbis wilderness. The Adversary will cruelly oppose him; the world 
will look upon him as next to an imbecile; while the pompous professors 
will trample him under their feet ; only the poor afflicted ones will cling 
to such an one; and his sympathies toward them may ot'ten nearly 
break his back. The very first text I was almost driven into a pnlpit 
with has been the text of my whole life-" Hearken, my beloved 
brethren, bath not God chosen the poor (the afflicted and despised of this 
world; rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He bath 
promised to 

"THEM THAT LOVE Hrn." 

But the first treasurer in Christ's little Church-Mr. Judas Iscariot
came to an end more dreadful than one likes to write. 

A Judas in the pulpit, or in the pew, in the deacon's office, or in any 
position, is a dangerous power, because, as onr Lord so demonstratively 
said-" Have not I chosin you twelve? and one of yon is a devil!" 
0 ! what heaps of sorrowful thoughts and feelings from tbtit deep 
declaration do spring. Power · says "Selfishness is one of the evils 
which has taken a firm hold of the heart of man since the fall." The 
lust of self works strangely in many, even of those who stand high in 
our Churchee ! 

Pontius Pilate knew in his conscience Christ was innocent; but 
the popular feeling led him to stifle conscience; calamities fell upon 
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him, and with his own hands he ended his earthly career. Not even 
the warning, which his wife made to thrill through his soul, could 
constrain him to set the Son of God free. Ilut is there no one who• 
will fearlessly proclaim His innocence?-Yes I Listen, now, to 

THREE STRANGE VOICES. 

To what an extremity was the blessed and precious Redeemer driven? 
How exactly that prophecy received its fulfilment, "Smite the Shepherd, 
and the sheep shall be scattered." Jesus is bound, led away, and 
delivered to Pontius Pilate, the governor. The God-man is bound: He 
stands alone! "He is brought as a Lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep, 
before her shearers is dumb; so He openeth not His mouth." Where is 
Peter now? What has become of James and John, and all the others, 
who continued with Him in His temptations until now?-They are fledt 
Will no one declare His innocence? There appeared at first not one. 
His countrymen, the Jews, are bearing false-witness against Him, 
determined to put Hirn to death, and His own beloved disciples have 
run for fear. Before Pilate can deliver Him up to be crucified, there 
came forth three most mysterious witnesses, all attesting His purity, 
His innocence, and His honour. 

And whence came they? They came from the deepest caverns of 
darkness; from the highest dominions of light; from the wildest 
hemisphere, where the blackness of the fall still covered the people in 
ignorance, cruelty, and death. 

I. The first witness came from the deepest caverns of darkness .. 
All the satanic hosts knew to a certainty that He was the Son of God; 
and although Satan is allowed, through Judas, to sell and betray Christ; 
yet Judas shall not "go to his own place until he has flung down the 
money, crying out-' 1 have sinned, i'n that I have betrayed the 
Innocent Blood.'" From the dens of black despair and eternal death 
that Yoice came up, through Judas, saying, There is not on the· earth any 
innocent blood to be found, but in the Lamb of God; He is, alone, 
" THE INNOCENT BLOOD,'' and that Innocent Blood .I have be
trayed. Was not this enough for the malicious, wretched "chief priests 
and elders?" Nay;-they only exclaimed, "What is that to us? see 
thou to that." There are plenty of these "chief priests and elders " on 
the earth now. They profess to be piously fond of Christ Himself; 
but against some of His poor bruised members they can manifest the 
same spirit. 

Of the other two witnesses, and from whence they came; of the 
singularly characteristic title, "THAT JUST MAN," and many things 
concerning my adorable Redeemer, I must not write until July. Then, 
of these weighty and sacred lines of truth you certainly shall hear 
more, if life and strength to brain and body is mercifully continued 
unto your obedient servant, 

CHARLES WTERS BANKS. 

9, Banbury Road, South Hackney, London, E., 
May 10th, 1876. 

[Exactly 120 years since my grandfather was born.] 
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HEAVEN'S MANY MANSIONS. 
FOR WHOM ARE THEY PREPARED? 

"There, from the bosom of my Goel, 
Oceans of encl leas pleasure roll ; 

There, may I fix my last abode, 
.And drown the sorrows of my soul." 
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Outlines of a Funeral Se,·mon preaclted nn Lord's-day, Ap,·il the 23,·d, fnr Mr. 
Jolm Wallp.1•, of Pulliam Marltd, rvl,o dPpa,·ted tltis life on Good F,·iday, 
.Ap,.il Utli, 1876, aged 34 yea1·s; to rvliicli i.1 added trvo sltort add,·esses, one 
in the chapel, and tlw otlte1· by the g1·ave. By Benjamin Taylor, 1l1iniste1·of the 
Gospel, Pulliam St. Mary, Noifolk. 

"IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE ·AR'li:_ ~IANY ~IANSIONS."-John xiv. 2. 

BLESSED declaration! The words are spoken by Him who ought 
to know the truth of it, for the speaker is no other than the Son 

-0f God Himself, the Lord Chancellor of heaven. Christ Jesus, the 
Prime Minister of' the court, ought to know what the court is, and what 
is going on in it. The Father here spoken of is the everlasting Father, 
the house is an ernrlasting house, and the Son, who speaks these words, 
is the everlasting Son, and abides in His Father's house for ever. 

Only think of the comfort Christ gives to those who are travelling 
to this house, "Let not your heart be troubled.'' He knuws their 
hearts are troubled about many things, their sins, their darkness, cold
ness, and indifference, their barrenness and unprofitableness, and also 
because of slander, persecution, and reproach. Their hearts are 
troubled because of their afflictions, a sense of God's wrath and dis
pleasure against the evil they feel within. They are troubled about 
losses and crosses, and painful bereavements. Our troubles Christ made 
His own, as also all our afflictions, and it was entirely on the account of 
-the Church of God, that He said, "Now is My soul troubled," &c. 
When the Lord saw the Jews weeping, Mary weeping, and Martha 
weeping, He groaned in spirit and was troubled, and He Himself must 
weep too. Think of His trouble and bitter anguish on our account, 
when in the garden, and then listen to Isaiah's declaration, " He is a 
Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, stricken, smitten of God 
:and afflicted; He was wounded for our transgressions, He wns bruised 
for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and 
with His stripes we are healed.'' The Saviour here tells His beloved 
,children why they should dry up their tears, bravely endure their losses, 
.and rise above all their griefs; it is, says Hr, because "in My Father's 
.house are many mansions." We will briefly consider three things,-

1. Heaven is here compared to a house. 
2. In this house are many mansions. 
3. There are certain persons for whom these mansions are prepared. 
I. Heaven is here compared to a house-" My Father's house." 

·O how great His dominion, how extensive His kingdom, He reigns over 
the heavens and the earth, and fills all places; yet He has a dwelling, a 
peculiar residence of His own where He makes the greatest display of 
His glory, and before whose p~esence countless numbers veil their faces, 
among whom our brother is now singing the soug of Moses and the 
Lamb. What a house of blessedness and glory is thi~ which is here 
Bpoken of, for there is no need of the sun, nor of the moon, nor of the 
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stars, for the Lord God and the Lamb are the light of it. It is a house 
and home to which all believers come, and it is magnificently described 
by the apostle," Ye are come unto ruount 'Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general assembly and Church of the firstborn, which 
are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits 
of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than 
that of Abel." What is this house here spoken of? Ah, brethren, we 
must, through grace, be brought there to know what it really is. They 
have the best notion of what it is who are favoured to have communion 
and fellowship with God. It is a house of love, happiness, and glory;_ 
and those who love God, and delight in Him, have some idea of what 
this house is. It is a peculiar st.ate of holiness and glory, belonging 
to all who are perfected, and are made meet for .it; and it is meta
phorically described by Paul, who says, "we know that if our earthly 
home of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, 
an house not made with bands, eternal in the heavens." A house is 
our chief abode; there is no place like our house and home, but we 
ba,e a better house than our earthly house; this must perish, that can 
never perish. Are you going to this heavenly house? I fear but few 
are in the way to it; for the greater part of the people seem to be in the 
broad road that leads to eternal perdition. Our house is a place of 
security against enemies, and is a covering against storms and tempests, 
beats and colds. 0 what a house of security is our Father's house 
above! There His children are safe, for ever safe and secure-

" Far from a world of grief and sin, 
With God eternally shut in." 

In this house our brother is happy, for there be beholds the Saviour's face
with joy, eternally free from all suffering, sorrow, and pain. In our house we 
dwe11 with our familv, and all eat and drink at the same table and freely 
converse with one aii:otber. Our Father's house above is the place of 
the royal family, where they have an abundance of all good things, and 
where they bask in the sunshine of endless delight. We11 might the
prophet say, "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none
upon earth that I desire beside Thee.'' Our house is a resting-place; so 
is our Father's house above. Our rest is often disturbed, and there are 
numerous painful things constantly saying to us," Arise ye, and depart, for 
this is not your rest, because it is polluted." I like my house very well, but I 
trust I have a better house than this. Some houses are very good, some· 
are in a dilapidated state, and some are ready to totter and fall; but 
here is a house that stands for ever, and it is a house of undisturbed 
rest and peace; it is a house where society will never break up, and 
-where Sabbaths will have no end. The Lord's-days here are our best 
<lays; but these are very diminutive when compared with that one 
eternal day of rest above in the realms of the blessed. There is a door 
to m_y house by which I enter into it. Yon must enter through two 
principal doors before you can enter into our Father's house above, 
Christ is one door, and none are in the sheepfold of God, only those who• 
enter in by this door. The other is the door of death. Our brother has 
passed through both these, and is now in our Father's house above 
standing '.Jefore the throne, with a golden crown on bis bead and a palm 
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of victory in his hand. Ooe word more on this part of our discourse. 
I seriously ask, What is the conditioo of such persoos as are without a 
house? Poor miserable beings! How sad and comfortless their lot; 
how wretched and desolate their life! And what will be the contliti( n 
of those, who, in the last judgment day, will be found without a home, 
at once expoRed to the flames of God's wrath, merciless friends, and 
hell's mouth wide open ready to swallow them up? The state of su<:h 
is beyond conception. May God cause you now to think of where you 
are, and what you are. All of you are now either in the way to heaven 
or in the way to hell. Where are you? God gaid to Adam, Whe:e art 
thou? and I would now put the same solemn question to every one of 
you. Hear the awful end of the wicked in plain Scripture language:
" Upon the wicked God shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an 
horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.'' 

II. In this house here spoken of there are many mansions, many 
staying places. We stay here but a short time; in our Father's house 
above we shall stay for ever. "Here we have no continuing city;" in 
our Father's house above we shall meet to part no more, we shall be 
constantly exploring fresh wonders, and be al ways finding something 
new in the person of Jesus. There were large rooms, or staying places, 
in Noah's ark, and these were for none only those whom God intended should 
be saved by water. There were rooms, or chambers, in Solomon's temple, 
some five, some six, and some seven cubits broad, and these were all made 
to be occupied. In our Father's house above there are rooms, chambers, 
mansions, and all must be occupied. There are many, because the holy 
angels are many, who inhabit this house above; and God's children are 
also many, a number which no man can number; and there are sufficient 
mansions for them all. Blessed are they who shall be called into God's 
chambers. Hear what the Lord says to His children-" Come My 
people, enter thou into thy chambers, shut thy doors about thee, hide 
thyself for a little moment until the indignation be overpast.'' Mark 
also what the Chnrch says-" The King bath brought me into His 
chambers." What be these chambers or mansionR? Love, peace, joy, 
and righteousness; but chiefly fellowship with Father, Son, and Spirit. 
This is paradise, concerning which Christ said to the thief on the cross, 
"Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with Me in parndise '' -
the word signifies a royal park or garden of delights. Eden was called 
by this name because it was a garden of entire pleasure. Here A.dam 
lived in the highest delight, and could daily convtrse with his Maker. 
Here he could contemplate the divine workmanship of God without an 
evil thought. 0 then, what a place this heaven above must be! what a 
place of inconceivable pleasure and peace! "God shall wipe away all 
tears from our eyes.'' In heaven perfect communion with God shall be 
enjoyed, His friendship fully and for ever realised, aud these mansions 
remain unmolested and undisturbed; there will be nothing to hurt nor 
destroy in all that holy mountain. · 

III. Let us now briefly show who these mansions are for. They are 
intended for believers in God and in Christ, as you may see by the first 
verse of this chapter; also in the preceding chapter these per~ons are 
called Christ's own and in the same chapter they are called His chosen 
ones. ~~~yur brother departed was a believer in God, in Christ, 
and in.i.!!Jiral"hree that bear record in heaven. He was Christ's own. 
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There are the devil's own, and these are easily known by their love of 
sin, and the practice of it. Our brother was easily known as one of the 
Lord's, because his life daily bespoke it. He was one of the Lord's 
chosen ones, for he lived as they live, and die<l as they die. Those 
who love the truth and walk in it, and die in it, all go to our Father's 
house above; but those who hold the truth in unrighteousness, and 
turn the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and die as they live, 
will be "cast inLo outer darkness, where there is weeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth." I will only add now, our brother, as a business 
man, was highly esteemed by all who had any dealings with him; he 
had good report of those that are without. As a Christian man, he was 
very useful, kind and affectionate, and a pattern to all believers in Jesus. 
The club people, some of whom are here present, have sustained a great 
loss; for as the secretary of that society he gave good satisfaction, and 
the members of it were well pleased with l1is services. The Sabbath 
school in this place, the teachers and children, have sustained a great loss, 
but let us pray that God may put another in his place who shall be as 
useful as he was: God can do this. The partner of our friend has 
sustained a heavy loss; may the Lord support her, and help her to put 
her trust in Him. The several surviving branches of the family have 
sustained a heavy loss; but to sum up all in one word, our loss is His 
gain. Our brother was baptized and added to the Church in this place, 
January 11th, 1863, and stood in communion wilh us, an unblemished 
character, thirteen years. To God be all the glory. I baptized him, 
mar::ied him, and now have buried him; and while his body rests 
quietly in the grave, his soul is resting in the bosom of Jesus. Our 
brother's life was full of living testimonies, and there were also many 
precious dying testimonies, a few of which I will now give you. After 
our brother was taken to his bed, he sent to us at the quarterly prayer 
meeting, on the first day of this month, requesting us to bear him up in 
onr prayers to God. During the short time he was confined to his bed, 
he was constantly speaking of the goodness of God to him, and said he 
thought he ~hould not get better, but was willing either to go or stay. 
He said, "How soon the Lord bas brought me down!" To this a friend 
replied, "And the Lord can raise you up." He said, "Yes, and the 
Lord can take me home." To his companion in life he said, "I don't 
let you have any rest;" to which she replied, "I get as much rest as you 
do." Then said he, "Mine wil1 soon be all rest; I shall soon have a 
long rest": and then repeated that verse-

" There shall I bathe my weary soul 
In seas of heavenly rest ; 

And not a wave of trouble roll 
Across my pea.ceful breast." 

His wife said, "Do you think you are worse? " 
He replied, "You know I r.m; I'm going home: there is a mansion 

for me; there is, indeed, a blessed reality in religion." 
To every friend who entered the room, he said, " I'm going home." 
A friend said, " Do you think you are safe?" 
He immediately replied-

" Safe in the arms of J eeue, 
Safe on his gen tie breast ; 

There by Hie love o'ershaded, 
Sweetly my 1oul 1hall re1t." 
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To his _man and the two lads he said, "Good-bye; I'm going to leave 
you; be kmd to your mistress." To his father he said "This will 
indeed be a Good Friday to me; I want to sing; 'the spi;it is willing 
but. the fle~h is,,wea~ ': you must sing." His wife said, "Do you feel 
Chnst prec10us? His reply was, "0 yes, I feel Him very precious. 
underneath are ~he everlas,~ing ~rms." His wife said, " I cannot spar~ 
you; I cannot give you up. His reply was, "The Lord will provide 
for you, He will be a husband to the widow." 

Looking at his father-in-law he said, "0, father, this is hard work·'' 
which, when he had so said, he sweetly fell asleep in Jesus. ' 

Our brother departed this life on Good Friday, while I was preaching 
at Halesworth, which prevented my seeing him just before he took an 
everlasting farewell of us. The last time I saw him be told me he was 
upon the rock, and felt quite resigned to the will of God. We now 
leave him to rest in the arms of Jesus, and to enjoy the mansion which 
he said was provided for him, while we are left behind to regret our loss, 
and will only add what is lost in the Church militant here is gained in 
the Church triumphant above. 

" The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all. Amen." 

A SHORT ADDRESS IN THE CHA.PEL 
.AFTER RE.A.DING THE LESSON, 1 Cor. xv. 20-58. 

Let us give thanks for our brother who has gained a blessed victory. 
He lived and died in the faith, and is gone to reap those joys that never 
cease: "Eye bath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man the things which God bath prepared for them that love 
Him." How astonishing to his sight must the objects of the invisible 
world be when they met the eyes of our departed brother! Methinks 
his happy spirit said, what glorious sights are these I behold! What 
delightful sounds are these which strike my ears! 

· It is said of a duke and his company, who were going up to Jerusalem, 
that when they saw the royal city, they cried out," Jerusalem! Jerusalem!" 
and when the saints arrive at their blessed abode on high, they shout, 
"Heaven! heaven! glory! glory! the new Jerusalem! the new Jerusalem!" 
For all the saints the best things are kept till last, and also the best 
company. In heaven we shall see all the patriarchs and prophets, all 
the evangelists and the apostles, and all our friends that are gone before. 
We shall ah;o know one another, both by person and name; for Jesus 
says, " I know My sheep, and am known of Mine.'' He calls them all 
by name, and as their names are known to Him, their names also shall 
be known to one another. Think of the blessedness and glorification 
of our bodies. How different they will be from what they are now. 
Here we want many things for our bodies, but in heaven no such things 
will be needed, because our bodies will be i=ortal, bright and glorious, 
like unto the glorious body of Christ. The shining of Moses' face, and 
the shining of Stephen's face was but a partial glory; whereas, in 
heaven our bodies will be full of light, and we "shall shine forth as the 
stars in the firmament." Our bodies will be spiritual, visible bodies, 
the same flesh, blood and bones, but of incorruptible and heavenly 
qualities. .:;Qie old grain of corn must die before the new body can 
come o~t, to bring forth fruit. As spiritual, heavenly bodies, 

N 
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we shall be swift as thought itself, moving with inconceivable agility, 
exploring unfailing riches in the boundless worlds of light. May the 
Lord fix our minds upon the four last things, death, judgment, 
heaven, and hell. In respect to death, are you prepared to meet it? 
Can you say v.ith David, " Though ·I walk through the valley and 
shadow of death, I fear no evil, for Thou art with me?" Concerning 
the second, are you prepared to stand before the Judge of all? Rest 
assured of this, "we must all stand before the judgment-seat of 
Christ." Concerning the third, heaYen is God's throne, but is it also 
your home? Are you travelling there? Concerning the fourth, it is a 
solemn thought; there is a hell, a dreadful hell; but can you say, 
looking up to God, " Thou hast delivered my soul from the lowest 
hell.'' To my young sister, the partner of the deceased, I would say, 
may God give you grace to live, walk, and die, as did your dear 
partner, and where he is you will surely come. To all the surviving 
branches of the family, I would say, there is this consolation for you, 
our friend and brother gave to all sufficient proof of living and dying 
grace; and I am sure you have full satisfaction in your minds that he 
is happy in the bosom of God, that he is wearing a starry crown, and 
singing that song recorded by John in the apocalyptic vision-" Unto 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father, to Him 
lie glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." · 

ADDRESS BY THE GRAVE. 

MY DEAn FRIENns,-Let us bear it in mind that we are all hastening 
to the house appointed for all living; we are passing quick through this 
world to another; but what world are we going to? Are we living in 
sin; or, are v.e living in the joyful expectation of a better world than 
this? It is a serious thought, that-

"V'i'here'er we go, where'er we be, 
We're travelling to the grave." 

It is a truly solemn question, "Man dieth and wasteth away; yea, man 
girnth up the ghost, and where is he?" Two precious revealed truths 
form the ground of our comfort on this solemn occasion. The first is the 
account given by Ezekiel about the valley of dry bones. Every burying 
place is a ,alley of dry bones, and men may say concernipg them, " Can 
these dry bones live? Is it, indeed, possible that living men should 
come out of these dry bones?" Hear what God saith, "I will open 
your gra~es, and cause you to come up out of your graves.'' He that 
formed man at the first out of the dust of the earth, can easily raise us 
up again, build the same dust, and fashion it like unto the glorious body 
of Christ. All our brother's dust shall rise: it will surely appear in the 
morning of the resurrection. He that quickened Lazarus, and called 
Lim out of his grave, can certainly quicken our friend, and call him out 
here, and will in the morning of the resurrection. A second thing I 
\l"ould notice for our consolation is, the language of holy Job,-" I know 
that my Redeemer liveth,'' &c. Our friend could say, "I know." This 
"I know," is the language of faith. Paul says, "I know whom I have 
Lelieved." How comforting the words, "My Redeemer." What is 
redeemed of us? The soul only? I say, the body as well as ~l. Christ 
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redeemed the whole person. When He redeemed, our brother departed, 
He redeemed body and soul, the whole person; and therefore body and 
soul must and shall re-unite in the resnrrection at the last day; and in 
sure and certain hope of this, we now commit his body to the ground 
according to God's faithful word, " Dust thou art, and unto dust thou' 
shalt return." 

May the grace of God, the love of Christ, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghost be with you all. Amen. 

A HYMN OF GRATITUDE TO GOD. 

On Recovering from Severe and almost Fatal Jllne8s. 

[DEAR Mu. BANKS,___:The enclosed has been forwarded me by a correspondent of mine, one 
who has been a. Ohistian worker well Known to )'Ou. and now iu deep poverty. Please give it a p1acc 
in your magazine. Should any be willing to help him, if ever so little, I will send his name and 
address privately to them, orb~ the bearer to him of their aid.-GEO. Tnos. O0.'lGR.EVE.] 

11 I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to , the gates of the gra\-e: I am deprived of the 
residue of my years."-lsaiah xxxviii. 10. 

M. Y God! ten thousand thanks to Thee, 
Who givest back my life to me! 

When near the grave. 
My thankful lips would sound Thy fame, 
And kiss Thy feet, and laud Thy Name! 

Omnipotent to save! 
How shall I sp1·ead abroad Thy praise, 
And grateful tributes to Thee raise 

My God and King! 
. In agonising pains, I lay 
Distressed, and restless, night and day, 

A wasted thing. 
'Thou Great Physician, camest by, 
And at Thy touch, diseases fly ! 

And health is given. 
·Grim Death! who in the distance stood, 
And poised his spear in gloomy mood, 

Away is driven. 
From beds of languishing and pain, 
.How many have found Thee their gain; 

Their life and sweet repose. 

I too, can testify with them, 
That I have touched Thy garments' hem, 

The balm and fragrant rose. 
How virtue flowed from Thee to me, 
Virtue to heal my malady; 

And give me rest . 
.And out of Thy rich fulness came, 
A spark of Love's undying flame, 

Into my breast . 
And this inspires me now to write, 
And often overpowers me quite; 

This love of Thine. 
0 matchless love ! Eternal spring! 
My grateful heart shall of it sing, 

A boundless mine. 
And loudest of the sacred choir, 
I'll swell my note, and sound my lJl'e, 

Though least of all: 
For I, the greatest sinner there, 
Of Grace, may boast the greatest share, 

The worst of all. 
M.R. 

THOUGHTS ON THE HOME ABO VE. 

Bg W. WINTERS, !Valtha,n Abbey. 

To yonder realms of light, so bri.!ht and holy
,vhere bliss-enraptured spirits freed from care 

Drink in immortal joy-there with the lowly 1 

My soul would dwell, and leave corruption here. 
Now would I come sweet Saviour confessing

Humbly to Ihee, andftnd forgiveness freei 
li'or there is none that less deserves Thy blessing, 

Thou knowest Lord -than helpless, sinful me. 
Betimes those joys that lie beyond the rivel\ 

Appear too mighf v ever to be mine: 
Yet there's a hope\\ ich centres in the Giver, 

'l'hat tell1:1 me, J esu ..; 1 I am really Thine! 
Though sunken oft beneath a wei ht of sorrow, 

And.dark forebodings cross my lonely way; 
Yet faith comes furth o.nd views n. bright to

morro.Jllai 
11'1-n.ugbt ,~aspects of eternal clay. 

Tra:::i.sporting thought that buoys the drooping 
spirit, 

And burst the dismal clouU of slavish fea.r: 
There in that land of li~ht which :-aints inherit, 

I have thrOU,.{h Jesus an inftnite share. 
And Oto think thM I shall see Him yonder

Who died for me; an.d with immorta.l eyes 
Behold the glories with seraphic wonder, 

That then shall break upon me with surprise. 
To be with those whose memory I cherish. 

Loo,ed from the stornM of lifo and e,ery curse; 
Sweat's the peace of them "that never perish," 

0 rest divine, to sleep iu Je:jus thus! 
No parting then will nrn.r the joyous sea.son, 

Love ne\'er wanes on that delightful shore, 
There bliss ineffable beyontl all reason, 

Will ce.ptin1.te my spirit evermore. 
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T H E LAT E l\f H. D A V ID WI L S ON. 
[Our friend, Mr. J. Sharpe, of Boston, sends following brief notice. As we knew

our deceased brother nearly tbirt.y yeiirs, we bope to give a. memorit1l of bis. 
ministerial life soon.-Eo.] 

DEAR BROTHER BA.NKS,-1 have been anxious lest I should 
disappoint you of what I promised respecting our dear late• 

beloved pastor, Da,id Wilson. I ha,e no new materials out of which 
to frame a memoir of that dear m:.n of God: you have known a great 
deal more about him. I did just know him thirty years ago, and then 
lost sight of him till the first week in February, 1872, which was just 
after I came to Boston. I lived in and about London for some years, 
and used then frequently to worship at Mr. Covell's, sometimes Gower 
Street, at Zoar, now and then at Surrey Tabernacle. When young was 
pri,ileged to hear the late John Stevens; I heard you at Spalding, and 
at Bethel Chapel, Boston. For several years I was a member at 
Deeping, Mr. Tryon's, and ha,e often heard Mr. Philpot; but a man 
may do and be all I have said and be destitute of the one thing need
ful. I believe the Lord deeply exercised my mind about my state as 
a sinner before God when I was about tweh:e years old; since then, 
God the Holy Ghost has taught me in my heart, sometimes by " terrible· 
things in righteousness," at others by the sweet drawings of His love. 

But my message to you now is of D. Wilson. When I came here 
I soon found ont Bethel Chapel; but my joy was like poor Jonah's gourd, 
gro'l'l'ing up in a night and cut down in a short time; for it was only a 
few Sabbaths I heard Mr. W. He preached his last sermon at Bethel, 
March 31, 1872. I never failed to cultivate a most intimate acquaint
ance "ith him; and although we have had a legion of supplies, Mr. W. 
was, to my mind, the most substantial Christian man, always intelligent 
and spiritual. I lo,ed him for the grace so manifest in him. I believe 
\le were much united in the Gospel. We both loved the Earthen 
Vessel; at the same time felt much union to many writers in the 
Gospel Standard and the Gospel Magazine. Being fond of him, I, 
perhaps, visited him in his confinement more than any other; hence I 
can testify to his holy lif~ and godly conversation. But you know on 
-what his hopes -were built. 

At the closing scene I was with him till near his last breath. I 
heard him speak of the preciousness of Christ, and of his prospect of 
entering into rest, where there would be DO pain. He had been 
se,erely tortured with pain; his cough w~s distressing; his breathing 
,ery difficult; hence it was a lal.,our to articulate. His death-bed was 
a triumph: grace reigned through righteousness: he had no fear of 
death: he knew -whom he had believed. Could he have given utterance, 
he would have said," 0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is 
thy victory? 'l'he sting of death is sin; but thanks be unto God who 
giveth;ns the victory, through Jesus Christ our Lord." I know this is true. 

A good brother, who had been a member of Salem fifty-two years, 
and a deacon I don't know how many, was at Mr. Wilson's funeral, but 
died that night as he was returning from the prayer-meeting. Mr. 
Smallwood is but just alive: the last six days he has received no food. 
I must write again. Farewell. From your loving brot& _ 
, 19, Frampton Place, Boston, May 15th, 1876. ~ARPE. 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 177 

ONE OF THE LATE J. A. JONES'S SEALS. 
MRS. MARY HAWKINS, ONCE OF BRENTFORD. 

LORD'S-DAY, January 16, 1876, the Lord took unto Himsefr my 
honoured mother, after a lengthened pilgrimage. In her early 

life, she attended the Established Church; but was subject to many 
convictions of conscience, which, after a time, would pass away. On 
one occasion her mind was deeply affected by attending the funeral of 
a person she much respected. She felt the solemn importance of being 
prepared for another world ; but at that time, she knew not the 
way of salvation. She attended church with diligence, occasionally 
received the Sacrament, as it is termed, yet with no satisfaction to her 
troubled mind. The death of a beloved daughter was a great trial to 
her. Speaking of it just before her death, she said, "I felt it to be a 
heavy stroke; but the Lord was working powerfully upon my mind by 
it; for while my heart was bleeding in consequence of my great loss, 
,the words of David greatly impressed me, 'She cannot come to me, but 
I shall go to her.' I repeated them to your father, and said, 'Let us 
-drop upon our knees, and ask the Lord to prepare us to go where the 
dear child is.' From that time I was enabled to break off many things 
I had attended to on Sundays, and went more regularly to church, 
anxious to do all in my power to serve God; for, by so doing, I thought 
He would love me and receive me at last." 

Thus she went on some few years, during which time my eldest 
brother was brought, though young in years, to a saving knowledge of 
the Lord, and was led to attend the worship of God at the Baptist 
Chapel at Old Brentford: Mr. J. A. Jones about that time had become 
the pastor of the Church. My brother, being anxiously solicitous for 
the well-being of his parents, urged them to go with him to hear his 
minister; but being so accustomed to attend church, they hestitated 
for some time. ,Afterward, however, they agreed to go, but having 
never been in a Dissenting place before, the simplicity of the worship 
greatly interested them. My mother informed me that she felt a sacred 
feeling creep over her, and the minister's prayer was the very telling 
out the feelings of her soul to the Lord, and asking the very thing she 
felt to require. The sermon on that occasion was founded on the words 
in Luke ii. 34-" He is set for the falling and rising again of many in 
Israel." The Lord blessed the word. She told me that, during the 
sermon, she felt as she had never before felt: her mind was set at 
liberty and could rejoice in God her Saviour. From that time she 
attended Mr. Jones's ministry, grew in grace, became acquainted with 
~he truths of God, and experimentally enjoyed them. She was baptized 
Ill July, 1827, with one of her sons, was united with the Clrnrch, and 
stood, through grace, an honourable member about thirty-six ye,u·s. 

'fhe subsequent part of her life was spent at Southampton, generally 
attending the ministry of the late Mr. Chappell; but, during the last 
few years, she was unable to attend. Her Bible, hymn-book, and Dr. 
Hawker's Portion were her companions in the solitude of her chamber; 
but, during the last year of her life, she could not see to read _or use 
her needle, so that she often became weary and downcasL. Ht'l' en deuces 
became dim : at times she feared lest she was not in rrality wlrnt she 
prnlessed .e. Those feelings were not of long co11tinna11ce: she 
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often expressed a desire that the appointed time of her departure was 
come, yet felt willing to wait the Lord's time. 

As her days were pasEing away, she would often refer to happy 
seasons she had frequently enjoyed. ." I have often,'' she said, "looked 
back to byegone days when, in my business, I ha,e so enjoyed the 
Lord's presence, that one portion of Scripture after another presen'ted 
themsehes to my mind with such sweetness that I appeared to live on 
the borders of heaven; and now I look with wonder, love, and praise 
at His goodness in making my three sons honourable and useful mem-
bers of His Church, that my heart is overwhelmed with gratitude for 
His goodness to me and mine." 

The last ten months of her life she was confined to her bed: at 
times her pains were great. Although not favoured with ecstacies of· 
soul, yet there was a solid and gracious reliance on the person and work 
of tbe Lord Jesus Christ ; and as the time of her departure was 
gradually approaching, she said, "It affords me much comfort, when 
I feel myself so unworthy of the least of His mercies, to know He is 
no fickle Friend, but rests in His love, and hateth putting away. Al
though I do not enjoy such blessed foretastes of heaven in my soul as 
I could wish, yet I dare not doubt of my interest in Christ after the 
many manifestations of His love as I have enjoyed in times gone by: 
indeed, it would be sinful to doubt it. I have been thinking of what 
I beard Mr. Jones once say, 'Don't tell me how a person died, tell me 
how be li,ed.' " She then said, "The Christian is not always privileged 
to lea,e a bright testimony from his dying hours: Satan is permitted 
to rob him of bis enjoyments, but he cannot destroy the heavenly 
relationship. What a blessing it is our salvation does not depend 
upon our frames and feelings." Another time she said, " Last night, 
as I lay unable to sleep, my heart was led out very sweetly in prayer 
to the Lord to grant me a comforting portion of His Word to
meditate upon during my sleepless hours. I was in much pain, and 
restless upon my bed, and these words flowed sweetly into my mind 
with such power as caused me to forget my pains-' He is the chiefest 
among ten thomand, and the altogether lovely. He brought me into 
His banquetting house, and His banner over me was love.' Truly, . 
it was a time of refreshment from the presence of the Lord." On 
another occasion she expressed the pleasure she felt from some hymns, 
like" Weary of earth, mJEelt~ and sin," &c.; "How sweet the name 
of Jesus rnunds," &c. At times she was somewhat concerned lest she 
should not be favoured with the Lord's presence in her departing 
moments; but would immediately say, "Even that I can leave with, 
the Lord, feeling assured He will ne,er leave me nor forsake me.'' A 
ittle before her death, she said, "As I Jay musing on my dissolution 

I -was overwhelmed with a cloud of darkness of a most awful and 
dismal kind: my rnul was greatly distressed: Satan was permitted to take 
ad.antage of my weakness. I was enabled earnestly to look to the 
Lord to remove the cloud, and He graciously appeared, comforted my 
mind, and I fell into a beautiful and happy sleep. 

A day or two before she died she beckoned me to her. She said, 
"I have been trying to think of a portion of Scriptme that was much 
blessed to me sc,me years ago, but I cannot Tfm(Jnber it; it was rnme
thing about guide." "He shall guide me by His coufiel, and after-· 
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ward receive me to glory," was repeated to her. She replied, with a 
degree of fervour, "That is it 1 That is it! He has guided me by 
His counsel many, many years, and now He is about receiving me to 
Himself." Two days before her departure, I found she was endeavour
ing to say something-; but only the word " Hosanna," twice repeated, 
could be distinguished. The following day a few verses of Psalm ciii. 
were repeated to her. With much effort she twice repeated "Thank," 
not having power to say more. Gradually, and almost imperceptibly, 
her ransomed soul took its departure. 

It was her particular wish, frequently expressed, that if anything 
was said about her at her death to be sure to say, " Grace all the work 
liao. done; for by grace I am what I am; I feel my imperfections." 

" Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrain'd to be!" 

Her funeral took place at Southampton on Monday, January 24, the 
service being conducted by her three sons. On arriving at the cemetery 
she was borne into the chapel, where many friends had assembled. One 
son opened the solemn service by reading a suitable portion of Scrip
ture, and engaged in prayer. After singing a hymn, the eldest son 
delivered an address of solemn import. .After again singing, the dear 
one was carried to the grave, where the yougest son gave a few words 
of address and engaged in praytr: after pronouncing the benediction, 
the doxology was sung. JAs. HAWKINS. 

THE BLESSED DEATH OF GEORGE ROOTS. 
YEs ! thou a1•t gone, for ever gone; 

Thy weary spirit's fled, 
To be for ever with thy Lord, 

With Jesus Christ, Thy Hoad. 
Thy groaning spirit's now released, 

From all that bowed. thee down ; 
The soldier's armour la.id aside, 

· Thy brow with victory crowned. 
While here you knew what sorrow meant; 

With sin thou wast opprest, 
.And often long'd to reach thy home, 

Where tears no more molest. 
Thy pathway through the wilderness 

Oft filled thy soul with dread; 
Hungry and faint, thou often craved 

To feed on heavenly bread. 
From every sorrow now set free, 

To fear and doubt no more; 
Thy God has answered thy request, 

Life's journey now is o'er. 
No more temptation's fiery darts; 

No more afiliction's pain; 
No more dejection's cold embrace, 

Shall thee disturb again. 
The faithful mercies of thy God, 

Was thy sweet theme below; 
Redeeming love and pardoning blood, 

Was all thou wished to know. 
Thy end Wl\S pel\ceful and serene; 

True victory_ all thy song : 

"We'll help to praise Hirn," was thy cry, 
Who makes the feeble strong. 

Thy rapturous soul, by grace inspired, 
Began on earth to sing, 

With love divine thy heart was fir'd 
To Zion's faithful King. 

Death's icy hand no shudder gave 
To thy redeemed soul; 

Its sting removed; Grace made thee brave; 
God did Death's power control. 

Thy end declared to all !ffound, 
The work was God's alone; 

From first to last 'twas grace bestowed, 
'Twas nothing of thine own. 

Immortal bi iss attends thee now, 
.And peace without alloy : 

.A long eternal rest above, 
.And undisturbed joy. 

Dear Lord! we thank thee; and implore 
That blessed portion too : 

Be Thou our Refuge while below, 
To us Thy mercy shew. 

May every cross we bear bolow, 
Our faintin"' souls prepare 

To meet in he~ven at Thy right ho.nd, 
To sing Thy glory there. 

There join that everlasting song, 
To Him who is "the Same;'' 

With honour, glory, might, and power, 
To His victorious Name. 

JESSE FolllL\N. 
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SIXTY-THREE YEARS IN ONE CHURCH ON EARTH. 

l\KRS. SOPHIA JONES, a member of the Church of Christ at 
ll'l Little Alie Street, under the pa~torate of Mr. Masterson. The 
subject of this memoir was baptized by 1\fr. William Slienston, April, 
1813, and received into the Church in full communion the following 
S 1bbath, the first Lord's-day in May, and has stood an honourable 
member of the same Church for the long period of sixty-three years. 
During that time she saw many changes through the hand of death, 
,ery many having passed the river into the promised land, while 
additions filled np the -.acant places. She used to speak of new faces, 
and sometimes felt depressed in her mind at the removal of her old 
companions: she felt left to tread the weary wilderness alone; but 
was kept, through grace, from a murmuring spirit, and lived to witness 
the truth of the declaration of the Royal Psalmist-" One generation 
shall praise Thy works to another, and shall declare Thy mighty acts." 
It was her hap (as in the case of Ruth) to light on one of the peaceful 
Churches of Zion, wherein she experienced but few changes, the Church 
ha,ing been preserved from divisions, strifes, and pastoral changes; for 
during the sixty-three years it was her great privilege to sit under the 
faithful and affectionate ministry of two pastors, Mr. W. Shenston and 
Mr. P. Dickerson. From them both, our sister often received much 
instruction and spiritual consolation: they both gave the trumpet a 
certain sound. Sister Jones being blessed with sanctified ears to "know 
the joyful sound," was always a lover of the truth as it is in Jesus. No 
rambler, but loved her home, and sought to promote peace and happi
ness; and, by her conduct, would speak aloud,-

" Here to these hills my soul will come 
Till my Beloved leads me home." 

Our sister did not sit under the ministry of Mr. Masterson: having 
removed to Sudbury before onr brother commenced his ministry there. 
It afforded her pleasure to hear of the Lord's blessing on his ministry. 

During her residence in Sudbury, she attended Ebenezer Chapel, the 
Strict Baptist Church; was attached to the members there, and to 
show her sympathy and good wishes for the little struggling cause, on 
Good Friday-the last time she was out-gave them £2 2s. towards 
the liquidation of their debt. She was taken ill the next morning: it 
was not of a painful character: was only confined to her bed two weeks, 
during which time the enemy was not permitted to harass her. When 
her speech nearly failed, she just articulated so that her daughter, who 
was affectionately watching by her bedside, could catch the words, 

"On Christ the solid Rock I stand." 

This was repeated two or three times. At another time she said,
" He gently leads my soul along, 

His lovingkindness, oh, how strong! •• 

She well knew that experience in Rom. vii., and the triumphs in chap. 
viii. On Thursday morning, May 11, she peacefully foll asleep in 
Jesus, in the eighty-fourth year of her age. Thus has passed away 
another member and ornament of the Church militant, and is now an 
ornamental pillar of His grace in the kingdom of glory. 

G. G. WHORLOW. 
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GOOD WORDS. 
BY THOMAS STRINGER. 

ACCESS to God (through Christ) indicates a hearty welcome to His 
presence, when you may be familiar and free with Him as a man 

with his friend. 
Deep sorrow of soul will end in delightful singing of salvation. 

"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy." 
Great are the difficulties, dangers, and distresses of God's people; 

but their deliverances are far greater, especially their deliverance from 
"the lowest hell.'' 

" Strong Deliverer! 
Be Thou still my Strength and Shield." 

Salvation will never be rightly understood, and fully appreciated, 
till the bodies and souls of the saints are re-united, and they are " For 
ever with the Lord.'' Then they will sing from perfect knowledge and 
experience 

, "Salvation to our God," &c. 

Let Satan roar and dangers fright, 
Let earth and hell against us fight; 
Engrafted into Christ by faith, 
Our souls defy earth, hell, and death. 

Christ is" a tried stone" Himself, and He tries all the stones of His 
living temple. No trial, no triumph I 

'Tis sweet to preach Christ, but much sweeter to possess Him. 
All the joy we have here dies away (like a dissolving view) in the 

sweet anticipation of boundless, uninterrupted joy hereafcer. "Ever
lasting joy shall be upon their heads." Yes, and in their souls, too. 

The believer's wealth is summed up in five words-" The unsearch
able riches of Christ;" settled on him for ever. 

" Simplicity and godly sincerity" are the leading features in a pure 
faithful Gospel ministry; and the chief ingredients in spiritual religion 
-without it all bluster is a mere blank. 

Popery in full power is as though hell had changed its place, having 
left the invisible regions of darkness, and made its appearance on earth. 
The Pope, bishops, cardinals, priests, monks, friars, jesuits, and nuns, 
with all their horrible fraternity, are the " generation of vipers," which 
(grace preventing not) can never escape the damnation of hell. 

Protestantism (in a secondary sense) is national freedom from 
despot tyranny and slavery, and individual liberty to worship God; how, 
when, and where we please. It is the universal joy of the people, the 
triumph of the nation, the happiness of the saints, and (in a moml 
sense) the honour and glory of God. 

JESUS THE SAVIOUR. 
DEAR Lord, may Thy bleat righteousness 

Our guilty souls adorn; 
Then will we sing with heart and voice 

Jesus, the Saviour, born. 
Though trials thick be~et our path, 

And faith bo sharply tried; 
Help us this truth to realise, 

Jesus, the Saviour, died. 
Dulwioh, 

Then can we take that comfort, which 
Thy blessed Gospel gives; 

That though all creature-comforts die, 
Jesus, the Saviour, lives. 

Oh may we aye remember weU 
Through trials, clangers, parns,

O'or sin and death, the grave and hell, 
Jesus, the Saviour, reigns. 

J, 0. LINGLEY, 



182 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

LEAVES FROM "GIDEON'S" DIARY.-No. 1. 
'' He @hl\ll Cl\ll upon me, and I will answer Him."-Pea. xci. 15. 

ON the afternoon of Sunday, the 12th February, 1865, I called on a 
poor brot.her in Christ, named B--n. I found that he had 

been out of employment for four months, and that his wife had just 
given birth to a fourth child, aud that they were in great distress . 
.After conversing with them for some time on the goodness of our cove
nant God-not only as the God of all grace, but also as a God of pro
,idence-I was led to read Phil. iv., dwelling much on that precious 
,erse :-" But my God shall supply all your need, according to His riches 
in glor:, by Christ Jesus." After which we knelt in prayer before the 
living God, desiring to lay our wants before Him. 

In tbe previous conversation, his wife had mentioned to me that het· 
husband had scarcel_v a bit of boot to his feet. Being poor in this. 
world's goods myself, I was unable to give him a pair, neither did I 
know where to seek any for him, therefore could only speak a word or 
two of sympathy to them. But whilst I was praying, the Holy Spirit 
brought this fact to my remembrance, and I was enabled to plead that 
our Hca,enly Father would, if good in His sight, give the poor man a 
pair of boots. 

Many times in the next three weeks did I think abm::.t having prayed 
for boots for some one, but being in the habit of visiting many poor 
people to talk to them of my glorious Master, I could not recollect who 
it was that had this particular need. But the next time I visited the 
B--'s, I was most pleasantly surprised when these words fell on my 
ears: "Well," said Mrs. B., "he has had two pair of boots given him." 
I enquired how it came about. She replied, "about a week after you 
prayed that he might have boots, he went one very snowy morning to 
Mr. S--(a deacon of the chapel at which he is a member), to ask for an 
order to get some soup from a kitchen in the neighbourhood; when Mr. 
Mr. S-- turned from the door to get him one, he said, 'if you will lend 
me a broom and a shovel, I will sweep your doorway; and the front or
your house for you.' ' Oh, Mr. B--n, you would not like to do that, 
I should think ! ' He replied, 'I shall feel pleased to do it for you.' 
Mrs. S-- brought him the requirea tools, and when he had done,_ 
and knocked at the door, you may guess his surprise when the Lady not 
only ga,e him the required soup ticket, but also a coat and waistcoat, a 
shilling, and a pair of boots, nearly new.'' 

Her face beamed with thankfulness to God, my own heart was 
warmed, and we bowed the knee, and offered praise to Him who had so 
signally answered our prayers. May the Lord increase our faith. "Trust 
in the Lord, ye His saints, for the Lord God is a Sun and a Shield, the 
Lord will give grace and glory, and no good thing will He withhold from 
those who walk uprightly. 

SCATTERED SHEEP.-lt is remarkable how the Lord's people are driven about. From, 
an aJ?ed widow in the country, here is a sincere testimony:-" lam a stranger to you, but 
you are known to me. l have Jived in London, and heard you preach at Crosby row, 
Unicorn yard, and other places. Having been a reader o1 the Earthen Vessel ond Cheering 
Words tor many years, I have often sympathised in your many sorrows. Was pleased 
to read o1 the twenty pounds, hoped it might be the J?erm of a lund for raisiDJ? the £600' 
on your chapel. Thirty years, last October, I joined the Church-the o!ll Surrey Tabernacle 
in the Borough road. J loved dear James 'wells, and have had many precious seasons 
under his ministry. But I am here, where Arminianism reigns all around, no pure truth, 
can I hear. Praise the dear name of our covenant God, I can read His eternal truth." 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Oun PoBT·DAa iron MAY.-Mrs. Hollis'• ing. If a "live coal'• could fall on them, 
letter on the low state of Ascupart street and send them blazing into the hearts of 
is grievous. A young minister wants England's ",leepy watchmen," there 
good books: who has any, to spare?- would be a dreadful commotion. Here, 
Brotlier T. J. Messer is again in Glasgow is one verse:-
toiling in the great work of proclaiming "Watchman, rise! and look around thee; 
redemption from all evil only by the Wolves e.re worrying the sheep; 
precious blood and intercession of our And the midnight' searchers. found thee, 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Oh, Like some slugg•rd, UEAD ASLEEP! .. 
that all our ministers were 80 filled with We believe William Stokes is quite cor
the knowledge and love of Christ that rect. Over thirty years have we, as a 
they left their quarrelling and quibbling midnight searcher, tried to wake up the 
to follow out the grand commission, opium-eating watchmen. But., as Satan 
preaching Christ and His grace, through falsely accused Job, and as the evil one 
the Holy Ghost alone.-Mr. Edward got Job in his hand for a time, so, in 
Bates, our Baptist minister at Over Dar- measure, it has been with us. Satanic 
wen, is gone home, after thirty years bruising, Pharisaical condemning, pious 
talking out of the Book.-That ancient sneerings, until, but for onanipotent grace, 
man of faith, J. Dixon, has artually taken we had died in despair. Now, a race of 
another pastorate, removing from Attle- young Fritbs, gifted Edgertons, chaste 
borough to Taunton. He must be going Miss Corkes, and a pretty little group of 
on toward ninety. Our brother John lads and lasses, have come forth, as David 
Bolton has become pastor of Bargoed, once did, to level the great Goliath of 
near Cardiff. Rome and his English dupes. We watch 

Mr. P. Leigh (of 2, Shaw street, Liver- and wonder whether they will do it. 
pool) has published "Two Letters to the Robert Maguire, now the rector of 
Universal Church of God in Christ." St. Olave'a, bas a Christ-like heart and a 
which he sends free for three halfpem;y noble spirit, beyond a doubt. In Our 
stamps. Its title is Our Popish Times. Own Fireside for May there is one page 
How Mr. , Leigh dares to write of Mr. of poetry by Robert of much beauty. 
Gladstone, as he has done in this Popish headed," Ye have done it unto Me." It 
Times, will startle some people; but Mr. closes with this divinely-instructing 
Leigh is a solid thinker, a solemn and lesson :-
fervent pleader, a bold and faithful "In every chi!,! of want each one 
writer. He stands for no cons~quences 1 .;h~~~;°t~: 1~~~tLi{fh:~Yi:e;~~; 
when he seeth the enemy in the field. Sa.ith my dear Lord,• Is done to ll!e.'" 
Read, and make everybody read, Mr. We add a verse of our own:
Leigh's Popish Times.-1he A BC C~urch 
and Ohanct Directory/or 1876 (R. Banks, Many a" child of want" we know. 

".I.- Did we their states unfold, 
RacqueL court) is a yearly guide of uni- 'Twouhl fetch the hardest hearts a blow. 
versa! importance. Every Church and Where charity is cold. 
chap':! of _all deno?linations in ~ondon Dr. Charles Bullock, b,: his penny 
and its w1de-reacl11ng suburbs, with the : paper, Hand and Heart, his monthlies, 
name and residence of every minister, is I Home Words, Day oj Days, and Our Own 
herein given. Pretty, correct, and cheap ! Fireside, is sending forth millions of 
-only 2d. . hints to touch the hearts of the luke-

Like a policeman's glaring lantern, the ! warm children of this much-favoured 
1l1onthly Record of the Protestant Evan- I isle.-" A Lesson from .America for Pro
gelical Mission throws a terrible light testants in Europe " is found in No. 
upon the dangers to which England is XXXI. of Anti-Papal League Maga::ine 
now e·xposing herself by her wicked and 1 (Edinburgh: 1, St. James's square). The 
deceptive flirting with the Jesuits of the ' Protestants in the United States are rub
Papacy. Mr. Robert Steele's office in bing their eyes, and asking, "What is 
Racquet court ought to be crowded with ! the matter?" The answer is "The Pope 
applicants for the May nuruber of this is come to conquer you and your Re
thrilling exposure of the descendants of ' publicanism, too." "Aye," saith Jona
Judas, who are betraying Christ's Gospel ! than, "then it is time to get up." If the 
by wholesale.-William Stokes, of Roch- 'armies of determined Protestants would 
dale, has issued some gunpowder verses · "get up," and send old bachelor Pope 
in the May number of the Voice oj Warn- and the lady's-maid, "Mias Ritual," out 
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,:if these two immense territories, it would 
be a glorious achievement.. But the 
wedge appears too fitr in. 

One Saturday night, after ten days' 
travel and earnest talk, we eat down in 
quiet study and read Biblical Outlines on 
Luke, by B. B. Wale (R. Banks). We 
<1njoyed it.. Full of fresh suggestive hints. 
There was only one thing we demurred 
to: may explain t.hat in future notice.
We smiled and felt cheered on finding 
Mr. Cornwell"s friends are commencing 
to issue some of his sermons. A copy of 
one, entilled The Hcai·t-Searching God, 
bas reached ue. Mr. Cornwell fills bis 
'Sermons with clea1·, spiritual expositions 
of God"s "' ord. Hence, they possees 
the elements of sterling merit.-William 
l:sher, the present pastor of Dacre Park 
Baptist Chapel, bas published his Testi
mon.71 which he gave in when recognieed. 
Of Manchester birth, sprinkled in the 
Church of England, poured upon in the 
Roman Catholic STStem, and an office
bearer there, we se~iouely enquire bow is 
it Mr. Usher is now a Strict Baptist pas
tor, especially as he received bis training 
in Mr. Spurgeon's College? All who 
msh to follow him from Rome to London, 
from thence to Red Hill and Dacre Park, 
must read his Testimony. 

The fourth annual report of (what we 
understand is) "The Surrey Tabernacle 
Sunday School," meeting in the Board 
8cbool, Penrose street, Walworth, con
tains an instructive address on the Bible, 
by Mr. Mead, and others by the bretbrell 
John Piggott, J. Bennett, Boulden, 
Holden, Carr, and R. A. Lawrence. We 
feel in our be!l.rt a deep wish that the 
honoured James Wells was alive to wit
ness one of bis expressed desires now 
struggling into a hopeful existence.- That 
indefatiguable worker, R. A. Lawrence, 
the pastor of the Lynton road Baptist 
Chapel, Bermondsey, has sent us a neat 
twopenny book of poetry on The Tribes 
-0} Israel. Those two grand old chapters, 
Gen. xlix. and Deut. xniii. are herein 
put in contrast, shewing the difference 
between nature and grace. We know 
not to what degree of Miltonic powers, as 
a poet, Mr. Lawrence. may rise; he has 
commenced with so much paraphrastic 
ingenuity, so simply delineating, and so 
rightly-dividing truth, that, by practice 
and a constant study of the laws of 
rhyme and metre, be will, ere long, leave 
far behind him many who pass in some 
circles for excellent poets. To render 
poetry useful, there must be in him who 
indites, the original poetical spring, so 
that he cannot help poetising even though 
it be only to himself; secondly, the reader 
~f poetry must have the gifts of emphasis 

and sound pronunciation; then, when the 
poet takes bis harp down from the lofty 
cedars of Lebanon, and when the golden 
oil flows th,·ougb tho stanzas, the thrilling 
effects are sublime. We only give one 
verse ae a sample. Referring to the 
apostacy of the tribe of Dan, our poet 
(we are pleased to find we have a young 
poet rising up in our midst, we therefore 
name R. A. L. our poet), who on coming 
to Rev. vii., to see if he can find any of 
the tribe of Dan amongst the sealed, says, 
11 There are twelve times twelve thous1tnd, to a. 

1118.ll, 
Marked by J ehovn.h's signet on the brow; 

But read the chapter through,and where is Dan? 
Ah! what's beco111e of the apostate now?" 

Solemn investigation! Let us all en
courage our brother Lawrence, especially 
as all the profits from the sale of this 
book are devoted to the building fund of 
his chapel. 

Lije in England and Australia. Remi
niscences of Travels and Voyages over One 
Hundred Thousand Miles, tc. By John 
Bunyan McCure, mini9ter of Eden chapel, 
Cambridge, London: Robert Banke, 
R&('quet court, Fleet street; and of the 
Author, Clarendon road, Cambridge. 
This month we simply announce this 
work as being now complete, and that it 
is going forth in all directions. To say 
that the portrait is like life itself, that 
the printing and binding are exceedingly 
good, and that the whole of the 500 
pages are crowded with narratives of every 
kind-to write all this is merely to re
iterate the common-places of puffing re
viewers. We would not be guilty of 
falsely commending a work to please any 
man; but as in future numbers we pro
ceed to examine the volume, and as any 
of our readers may examine it for them
selves, we believe none will consider we 
have written one word too much in ite 
favour. Many thousands of copies are 
certain to be circulated in Great Britain 
and in the colonies. 

John Fox, the Martyrologist, William 
Winters, Esq., bas produced a thick 
pamphlet, under the auspices of the Royal 
Historical Society, ( of which he is an 
honourable Fellow), containing "Biogra
phical Notes of the celebrated John l<'ox, 
with an Account of his Family and 
Friends at Waltham Abbey." These 
notee range over 300 years, and the anti
quarian will be delighted as well as in
structed. Copies can be bad of the 
Author, Church Yard, Waltham Abbey, 
who has in the press an important work 
on the soul. These last productions of 
Mr. Winters we hope to notice fully next 
month. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

MR. JAS. GRIFFITH ON THE PROSPECTS OF "HOPE;" MR. ALDERSON 
ON THE " ROCK;" MR. WOODARD ON "THE WILL OF GOD," &c. 

(Communicated by our" London Sparrow.") 

BETHNAL GREEN. - Hope chapel, survey and eye behold? A reconciled God. 
Green street. Monday, May 8th, seventh all his sins buried in the Redeemer's b!cod'. 
anniversary of Mr. Griffith's pastorate was The claims of Sinai silenced, its thunders 
commemorated. Mr. Hazelton preached. hushed; he feels that while once deep in a 
The pastor was chairman at evening meet- horrible pit, and his feet fast in miry clay, he 
ing; in opening speech he took a review of has been brought from the depths, placed on 
thepastsevenyears,with its changes. He was the rock, and had a new song put in his 
thanklul to say they were dwelling in peace. mouth of praise unto God. I hope there are 
Under all discouragements he gave him- some here to-night who from this standing 
self to prayer; he had no doubt of the future, can look down on the things of time and 
when, in answer to the prayers of his con- sense, seeing their wants and sorrows dwarfed. 
gregation, Hope street chapel would become How appropriate the injunction, Set your 
an important spot in the Baptist community. affections on things above. 
He adverted to the meeting of the represen- The rock is asymbolofstrength,and stands 
tatives of the Metropolitan Association of as a monument l01· ages. How absurd it 
Strict Baptist Churches, at his chapel, on the would seem for a few puny men to try and 
previous Friday, as a blessed night, when remove it by spadefuls at a time from the 
savour and unction was felt during the ser- base. Yet thus has infidelity, the world, and 
vice of special prayer. He thought many all the Churches' foes, combined to under
would have to thank God for the Baptist mine this spiritual Rock, and as combined 
Association. I here take an extract tram opposition tests strength, so (no thanks to 
two of the speeches. sin) God in His overruling government will 

Mr. Alderson spoke upon" THE lNCOM- cause an eternal reflection of this mighty 
PARABLE RocK." It seemed only the Ruck, untouched by all combinations brouo·ht 
other day be assisted at the pastor's recogni- against it. On it the hopes of the Chu~ch 
tion: was astonished to find it was seven still lean ; the honour of J ehovab stiil rests• 
years ago. It is not all that live seven years; and thus it stands, bearing anti endurin~ th~ 
not many ministers that remain seven years trials, sorrows, and temptations, every be
in one place; not many members stop seven liever has to pass. 
years with one Church; they frequently A rock affords shelter in the desert from 
come an<! go like swallows, and the minis- scorching suns and terrific storms. But we 
ters hardly ever have to bury them. It was want the Incomparable Rock to shelter us 
a great thing- to have a reputarion sustai,.ed, from the storm that would otherwise have 
integrity of motive preserved, and the fresh- broken over us. There was only one Rock 
ness of matter supplied requisite for seven that could stand this storm and come out 
years' labours to preach the same old Gas- unscathed, the Lord, whose name is a Strono
pel, and to realize the veritlcation of the Tower, Available Refuge. " 
Saviour's promise-" Lu I am with you al- That text cheererl my heart forty years 
ways." The world wants its changes, but ago and many times since; "Him that 
tho Church, as for as the regenerated mem- cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." 
hers are concerned, wants no change, but I come to-night, I come now with the bur
are satisfied with Christ, the same yesterday, den of my sins; standing on this Rock, God·s 
to-day, and for ever. justice cannot touch me here; I fiud rest, 

" Neither is there any rock like our God." safety, and shelter. 
The OlJ Testament is replete with figurative Brother Woodard had to deal with a mys
comparisons suggested to the Jewish mind tery, "THE WILL OF Gon ! " He doeth 
by, and drawn from, their picturesque accorrliug to His will in the army of heaven 
countr_v, illustrating the character and per- and among the inhabitants of the earth. A 
fections of the Gospel. We can only say a confession of faith arising out ot an extra
few words on the adjective, as it stands in ordinary experience, referring to N ebuchad
connection with Rock. nezzar's dreams, the painful fulfilment of the 

"Incomparable!" Grand and lofty as latter one, and his admission, "Those that 
the Rock is, yet when used as a comparison walk in pride He is able to abase." None 
with Deity-there can be none between God but fools doubt that God is a Sovereign. 
and any created object; but let us take a Doubters and triflers have asked, to try and 
thought. If standing on the summit of a perplex. You believe in a God, a great God; is 
rock, which ofttimes far above this world not the devil greater? I can see what they 
stretches its cloud-capped apex, and from that want, Christ is anxious to save, but the tlevil 
high eminence calmly surveyin!!" the beauties prevents: is it not so? No! not one has ever 
ol God's creation, when looking down on the been able to stay His hand. Well, what do 
things of this world, how dwarfed they ap- you know about His purposes anti the future? 
pear. E,·en so1 the believer when standing An outline of them has been clearly re
on the Rock 01 Ages, what can that faith vealed in the Scripture; His will is ah.solute, 
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and ruleseverythini.. Itis a difficult matter 
to deal with God's decreth•e and His per
ruissil'c will, in relation to the foll of ani.els, 
the fall of man. Was it an accident.? was it 
chance? God was pleased to permit it; He 
s,w He could g·lorify Himself by permitting. 
Se\'ent~· years were appointed for the chi!-· 
dren of Israel in Babvlon. Prayer was of no 
avail at the expiration of fifty years, for 
shortening their captivity. It was 4,000 
~•ears after the promise g;i\'en to Adam that 
-Christ came into the world. The appointed 
time came when it pleased God to send His 
Son. It is over 1800 years since the Gospel 
-came by Christ, and many ask, Why has it 
made so little proi.·ress? is it not a failure? 
No, there is no failure in any purpose or ar
rangement of God. I could not trust in a 
disappointed God. 

Satan does nothing that God does not per
mit him to do, this he has admitted himself, 
in the case of Job," Hast not Thou made an 
hedge about him." The time is fast ap
proaching· when Christ will crush the ser
pent's head effectually: all the machinations 
-and oppositions of the wicked will return on 
their own heads, and ::latan's masterpiece
the slaying by wicked hands of" Him" who 
wa_s delfrered up by the determinate counsel 
·of God-will pIOl'e to have been the founda
tion of his own overthrow, for by the cross 
will he be eventually overthrown. 

Brethren Anderson, Meeres, and Webb, 
·ira,•e good speeches, which I reserve. Bro
ther Langford came up also, no doubt full of 
.good matter, but time would not permit. 

W ALTHAMSTOW. - ZION BAPTIST 
CHAPEL, lllAYNARD ROAD. - Opening 
-services were held oi:. Tuesday, May 9th. 
T,ie chapel will seat one hundred people; and 
in order to provide for the comfort of the 
friends who might attend, brother Philcox 
kindly broug:ht us down a spacious and very 
handsome marquee, and erected it on the 
.ground in the rear of the chapel. At three 
o'clof'k in the afternoon about 200 people 
assembled. Mr. Bowles preached a good 
sermon from Psa. lxix. 35, 36; brother 
Newby gave out the hymns. After the ser
vice tea was provided, which all seemed to 
·enjoy. At half~past six a public meeting 
was held, the chair was taken by C. 
Wilson, E,q.; Mr. Oakey offered prayer. 
The chairman garn a financial account of the 
building fund; the cost of tlie huilding and 
land is £170, of which £115 was wanting. 
The chairman, in his usual manner, urged 
the people to clear off the debt a, soon as pos
sible. .Some very excellent addresses were 
given by Messrs. 0Gander, Lawrance, James, 
Golding and H &) don. The collections during 
the dav amounted to £18 16s. 4d. We feel 
constrained to say," Tue Lord hathdone great 
tl,iugs for us, whereof we are glad ; He re
membered us in our low estate, for His mercy 
endurctU for ever_,, We have been led, we 
trust, by tl,e covenant God of Israel, to plant 
the banner of the cross in this populated and 
growiug neighbourhood. E. S. 

A NOTE TO MR. HENRY ALLNUTT, 
PASTOR OF BROCKHAM BAPTIST 
CHURCH. 

HONOURED SIRE,-Many years have 
Jfassed away ( I think quite thirty) since you 
first came to hear me preach the Gospel in 
the late William Huntington's chapel, nt 
Woking; when Frederick ::lilver preached 
in the morning, myself afternoon and even
ing. You on that occasion first Invited me 
to prear.h your anniversary sermons at the old 
Baptist chapel at Ripley; aud from that time 
until this 15th of May, 1876, scarcely a year 
has passed but I have been caHed to the same 
work once 01· twice in the year. And some 
sacred seasons of holy serl'iee in the Gospel 
have I enjoyed in that part of our Saviour's 
vineyard. And although you may have for
gotteu me, and all the little ways in which I 
tried for many years to comfort your heart, 

I 
yet I have never forgotten you; and now 
you have reached your 76th year, now that 
you have nearly come to the end of your 
earthly career, now that afflictions have, for 
a time, laid you aside, I feel it in my heart 
to te11 you, and thousands beside, that the 
Gospel in Ripley still lives; and on the 
whole, a happier day was never spent than 
was tllis 15th of May, 18i6, in brother 
Charles Z. Turner's chapel on Ripley green. 
I know, right well, that you have for many 
years, in your strange kind of a heart, loved 
Charles Turner, as a brother in Christ, and 
as a minister who stands, not as a mere 
hawker of the creatures' frailties, not as a 
bitter slanderer of the brethren, not as one 
who seeks after the best gold fields in the 
country; but as a man of" honourable men
tion," as a careful shepherd over the flock 
the Lord has given him to feed, as a man 
who daily earns his bread, and honestly pro
vides for a numerous family by the labour of 
his hands, and by the sweat of his brow, and 
whose gifts and ministerial graces, bestowed 
upon him by the Lord, render liim year alter 
year acceptable and beloved unto his people. 
Alter many years' pasto,ate over the same 
Church, the ~ord has granted unto him "a 
little reviving" in the midst of his labours. 
Tliis year I felt a hope that the Lord Him
self gave me two Scriptures most •pecia11y for 
Ripley. I never remember just such a 
mercy before, I do not ,peak confidently ol 
this, but the week previous two texts fixed 
on my heart, witll the softest whisper pos
;ible, saying," Take this to Ripley." After 
three services on the Sunday, without touch
ing or thinking about my Ripley texts, I 
retired to rest. But eould I rest that uight? 
N a_y. I was expected to be off early on the 
Monday moming, and to carry these two 
weig:hty Scriptures to expound unto the 
people; and quiet repose was out ofithe 
question. I cannot. rush into a pulpit, read 
a chapter, rattle on with n lot ol talk over it, 
then almost presumptuously pray, rend a 
text, and say e,·erything, nuytl,ing, and 
nothing about the text after nil. No! thou 
most lofty veteran, Henry Allnutt, I cannot. 
If the text is not opened up in my heart, I 
cannot preach. Bold, daring talkers ore 
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thought by the multitude to be wonderful 
,nen; but I have not a mind large enough to 
receive them. Well, Sir, you will be glad to 
know that our deacon, David Atanton, ac
·companied me on the said May 15, also my 
beloved brother, Mr. Haydon, and a whole 
van-load of friends beside. Father Green, 
:vour friend nnd mine also-a man who stands 
last by brother Turner-drove me in his trap 
from Weybridge to Ripley. In the after
noon we had the chapel nearly full, at tea
time and evening meeting it was quite full, 
and all appeared so happy. The singing was 
soft, fell like gentle dew, and made me say, 
"0 Lord, it is good to be here." When all 
was over, Charles Turner drove me back to 
the station, and on the way, he related his 
·experience under the terrors of the law, and 
his joyful deliverance by that precious word 
in Zechariah, " I will bring the third part 
through the fire," &c. It knit my heart 
closer to him than ever. But you say, Why 
thus write to me? For three reasons. 
First, to assure vou many kind friends re
member you, and pray for you, trusting 
your harvest time may lie as good as Paul's, 
when he told his dear Timothy, the time of 
bis departure was at band, &c. Secondly, I 
wished to say a few words to you on my 
Ripley texts; and thirdly, I resolved to as
sure you the little Church in " the large 
upper room," on the splendid Surrey green, 
has lately been at work to renovate and im
prove their house of prayer; but they must 
have a new staircase, and we all must help 
them a little. I shall do all I can-but we 
must put our shoulrler to the wheel. Want 
of space forbids my writing you on the texts, 
and how much I was tried, until my next 
letter ; for if I am spared I shall certainly 
come to you again next month. 

May God our Father, through Jesus 
Christ, His blessed Son, by the Holy Ghost, 
save and receive us. So prays your old 
servant, C. W. BANKS. 

AN AFFLICTED PASTOR AND A 
DISTRESSED CH URCH. 

[The following few lines may call forth the 
tervent prayers and sympathies of many.
En.] 

Your kind and Christian effort to help the 
Church nt Newquay I entirely sympathise 
with, and pray our covenant God abundantly 
to help and prosper them, for His own glorv 
and His people's good. • 

My inability to serve the dear friends 
longer nri,es from the exciting effects of 
preaching on my nervous systom. I now 
feel that had I sought rest two years since, I 
should have received from it more speedy 
benefit: as it is, I am completely broken 
down, and do not think it possible that I could 
preach. I can only say, "The will of the 
Lord be done." I have felt that the Church 
has had great difficulties to contend with, 
having had no pastor: tor, although I ha,·e 
l~boured amongst them for nineteen years and 
six months, I nm living eight miles from New
quay, and carry on a business here, I could 
not reckon myself a pastor under such cir-

cumstances. I had hoped to have only ex
changed my labour for the winding-sheet. 
I otten exclaim, " How unsearchable are His 
ways!" Here are a few people who have 
beeu worshipping God and lahouring to hold 
forth the Word of Life, conteniJing for tbe 
faith once delivered to the saints, and who 
have held to Strict Communion for more than 
fifty years, and are determined, by the help of 
God, to maintain the truth in irs purity, or close 
the doors; they are left in the wilderness 
without a shepherd. May our .rsracious 
Saviour soon send a pastor after His own 
heart. But all this our heavenly Father says 
works for our good; then, I exclaim, "Lord, 
increase our faith." 

My much-honoured brother, I have never 
seen you in the flesh, but your" Vessel" has 
been welcomed to our home an<! hearts for 
twenty years; and having no desire to hear 
Arminiani,m, or duty faith, we have had 
many a refreshing help at home on the Lord's
day: my wife and self have long since learnt 
that to feast at home on divine truth is union 
in accordance with the true nature of spirit
ual worship; better than to have what is 
neither profitable to the soul, nor honouring 
to God. I know "you" will come in the 
fnlness of the blessing ol the Gospel of 
Christ. May our Triune Jehovah help you 
in all your arduous labour. So prays yours 
in Christ, JNO. V. BATH. 
[Our prayer is that our Lord will, in His 
time, restore tins devoted and useful servant 
of Christ; and, in the meantime, we most 
intensely plead with our Advocate on high 
to enable us to find them a good under
shepherd. J 

OUR CHURCHES IN "THE BLACK 
COUNTRY." 

EPISTLES TO APELLES, No 8. 
MY DEAR APELLES,-That we live in a 

world of changing and trying circumstances 
you ha\'e had ample proof in your own experi
ence, and how sudden has been the l'hange it. 
thine experimental walk before thy God. 

The weather of late bears some analogy at 
least to those paths you ha\'e had to walk in; 
there has been a rapid succession of cutting 
frosts, cold winds, drifting suow storms, 
thunder clouds, as well as clear sunshine, 
and you have often had to pro\'e, that in ad
versity, thy God is He who holdeth the winds 
in His 'list, and the waters in the hollow of 
His hand. 

Wintry times are profitable times, though 
by no means pleasant times; it is a time 
when the Lord cuts up oy His wiutry blast 
selt-ronceit aud rancouriug pride, and that 
old black slug, free-will, you have had to 
prove again and again, that all the clear 
shining- of the Sun of Righteousness must be 
by Him; and further have beeu led into Job's 
secret, that thou canst not bind the sweet 
influences ol Pleiades, or loose the bands of 
Orion; that all tbe uew cvvenant blessings 
are treasured up in Him, and that heavenly 
showers upon thy thirsty soul are not iu tile 
hands ot man, or tarry by the will of the 
sons ol men. 
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In dRys of adversity, often those who have 
hitheTto been reckoned best friends, become 
our worst enemies. Da,•id shilll have an 
Ahitophel to lift up his heel against him, 
aye, and a Shimei to curse as well. Job shall 
be surrounded "·ith a lot who are miserable 
comforters. Christ Himself, thy blessed 
Lord and Ma•ter, shall have days of trial, 
and shall endure the ll'eacherv of a Judas 
who betravs the Son of Man with a kiss; but 
as you and I travel along, let us once more 
take our haTps down from the willows, and 
sing one of Zion's songs. 

Zion·s Frknd 1n nothing alters, 
Thonj;rh all others m~y and do, 

HJ:.: if- Love that n<'ver falter~, 
Always tf) it~ objC'CI.. I rue>. 

Happy Zion, 
Crowned with mercies ever new. 

It was on the morning of April 12, having 
busine-<.s calls on the borders of Wales, at the 
town of Oswe<try, I was seated in a carriage 
of the Great Western line of railway; the 
morning air was keen and cutting; but my 
soul was warmer! with things Divine, and I 
was led to sweetly and blessedly reflect upon 
the covenant plans, arrangements, and pu~
poses of the Most High, and of what poor 
finite worms we are, compared to Infinity, 
the Self-existent Jehovah, the High and 
Lofty One, inhahiting Eternity,andofwhom 
Joseph Irons writes, 

.lu•plre, w:r soul. to yonder throne, 
Where sitf- tbe lnfintte unknown. 

Tbe S('lf-exbtent Gnd: 
~bo5:-e being no bc•g1nntng knows. , 
While matchless i:-plendourround Him flows 

And all things wait H!s nod. 
How insignificant is all the work and labour 
of men's bands, in comparison with that 
wondrous work of the blessed Redeemer; nor 
did He fail to accomplish what the Father 
gave Him to do. 

With His dyin!! breath-with a loud voice 
that rends the veil of the temple in twain 
fr:im top to bottom, that calls some forth 
from the dust of the earth, that makes the 
globe trem hie and shake-He cries " It is 
fini,bed." Bless His precious name, it was 
finished for those who had no power to finish 
it themselves, finished for tho;;e who were 
without strength, finished for the whole 
Election of Grace, finished for His dear sheep; 
I lav down My life for the sheep. But I am 
disturbed in my ,oliloquy by an altercation 
with two farmers, wl,o, it appears, bad each 
paid for a separate truck to convey their 
sheep, but by some means, bot~ flocks were 
put in one truek, and so were mixed together; 
words ran high between them, one knew his 
sheep, or, as he termed them, "ship," by a 
blue mark. My ship are always blued; 
while said the other, my ship are always 
pitched with black. I thought, are ever God's 
sheep mixed up with others? verily, they are; 
the wheat and the tares grow together; while 
the Bridegroom tarried, the wise and foolish 
virgins slumbered and s!,pt; but what a se
parating time is comin!!, when'.He shall sepa
rate and divide as a shepherd divideth the 
sheep from the goats. 

Shall the Lord know His sheep from the 
goatB? Yes, aGodofinfinitewisdom makes no 

mistakes, the foundation ofGod standeth sure 
the Lord knoweth them that nre His. Agni~ 
I wnq in a rapid trnin of thought: hnve the 
.heep of Christ any distinirnishlng mnrl17 Yeq, 
They are neither blued with blue, or pitched 

· with black, but they are marked with the red 
mark of the Lamb's own blood. Set a mnrk 
upon the foreheads of the men· that sigh nnd 
cry for all the nbominntions thnt be done In 
the midst thereof; they shall know the 
plague of :heir own hearts, and shall sigh, and 
cry, and groan, on account of the abomina
tions done therein, for it is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked, The Saviour 
says, 

"I know my sheep," He cries, 
My soul approves tbrm well; 

Vain ls the treacherous world's dlsgutse, 
And vain tbc rage of hell. 

All the wintry storms of time, my dear 
Apelles, cannot rub out or efface the mark; 
the arch adversary and tempter cannot de
stroy one of these !nm h~, for the Great Shep
herd says Himself, "They shall never perish; 
and though their path be a rough and rugged 
one, remember," 

u God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb." 
So they may be persecuted, hut not forsaken; 
cast down, but not destroyed. The ransom
ing- of these sheep noes not make them (as 
some affirm) the Lord's, they were His be
fore time was, blessed with all spiritual bless
ings in heavenly places in Christ, before the 
foundation of the world. The farmer's sheep 
g-o astray, and they are put in the pound till 
they are redeemed; but I apprehend they 
were the farmer's before they were in that 
position, and while in that position, they are 
the farmer's, and be finds the money to ran
som them ; so our blessed Redeemer, His 
own were ever His, never the children of 
the devil, although by nature children of 
wrath (that is, deserved wrath), even as 
others ; but, 

Tb!• was compassion like a God, 
That when the Saviour knew 

Tbe price of pardon was His blood, 
HI• pity ne'er withdrew. 

As to truth in Oswesll'y, 1 know of none: 
whether there be any old sheep with the 
brand of " Election" and "Predestinating 
Favour" upon them, I cannot say, for I know 
of none. If it be the Lord's will, I will ask 
vou in my next to visit that town in the 
Black Country, '' Willenhall," and I am 
sure you will not ohject to being- accompanied 
by AN OLD DIB'JIPLE. 

THE LATE HENRY WOODROW. 
Ma, Eonoa,-Brother Woodrow was 

taken home at 3 o'clock in the morning, 
M av 10. His sufferings were sometimes 
great, ended probably by the bursting of one 
of the internal tumours. He complained of 
feeling sick, desired to be raised up, which 
was done bv bis wife. It was evident death 
was at hand. He was unable to speak; in 
a few minutes the "vital spark of heavenly 
/lame " had left " the earthly house " for that 
"not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens." While in "the earthly house" 
be did often groan under its painlul burden, 
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earnestly desiring " that mortality might be 
1wollowed up of life." 

During his illness it wos pleasing to watch 
the hnnd of our promise-performing God and 
Father supplying his needs. He was from 
the first quire dependent on the Lord and 
his people for support; the suppl{ ran 
abreast with the daily needs. When have 
spoken of the goodness of God in thus pro
viding, he has answered, "Yes, He is good 
to me; and when I think what on unde
serving, unthankful and vile wretch I am, 
ii doe.• surpl'ise me, and I somerimes tl,ink 
the people will get tired of helping me." In 
the first part of his illness he was very 
anxious as tu how his needs would be sup
plied, but after a time his mind becaine staid 
-00 the Lord, trusting His faithful word and 
powerfu I arm. 

The iuterment took place on Friday after
noon, in the cemetery, Colcl,ester. According 
to bis expressed desire, I conducted the ser
vice. The body was born to the grave by 
four of the brethren who meet for worship in 
St. John's green chapel, the widow and five 
children following, who are left to mourn the 
loss of a father, who was most affectionate to 
bis family. If any friends could help the 
widow, I should be pleased to receive their 
charity and haud it to her. 

WALTER BROWN. 
Meyrick Crescent, Colchester, May 13. 

ENFIELD HIGHWAY. 
PROVIDENCE CHAPEL. -Our tea and 

public meeting was held Thuesday, May 9, 
to reduce debt on building. Mr. Philips 
.presided, Mr. Long prayed. Brethren May
hew, Branch, anti Cooler spoke to us. Bro
ther Kempston on" Turn you to the strong
,boid ye prisoner8 of hope," was comforting. 

Of the collection, the Chairman said it 
was grotifyinit the debt on building was £73 
10s. 9d.; collected that day .t:124s. 4d. He 
thought they had done well; but they must 
not rest till all was swept away. 

Mr. Alfrey (our minister) moved vote of 
thanks to ladies for tea, to the chairman, and 
to ministers. With prayer we closed. 

"A LITTLE ONE." 

GLEMSFORD, SUFFOLK.-Providence 
-chapel had what some called" an old-fashioned 
anniversary day" on Sunday, May 14th 
when Walter Brown, of Colchester, preached 
three sermon~. In the afternoon the chapel 
'!as full, thi• hos not been the case for a long 
time; and at the evenine: service it wa.• diffi
·cult to find sittings for ihe people, although 
we placed seats along both aisles. On the 
following Monday the Sunday school children 
~ad their usual treat. At the public meeting 
in the evening good counsel and direction 
W~s given to the people, who need a wise, 
fa~thful, firm, go,liy pastor; for they are 
Without a shepherd to watch over and guide, 
an,J this is painfully manifest. The meeting 
was.addressed by Messrs. Brown, of Sudbury; 
Bmuh, of Halstead; Perry, of Haverhill; 
llnd Page, ol Cavendish; W. Brown in the 

• cha!r. Ye that love Zion, pray for her proa
,peruy. 

GOOD NEWS FROM GEELONG, IN 
AUSTRALIA. 

[We have been kindly chastised for ex
pressing the wishes of some of us poor 
English skeletons that Daniel Allen might 
visit us for a little while. The jealous anger 
of some only proves more deeply he is a man 
of sound metai-nol a mere bombn.st, but a 
good fellow-worth hearinl('. The following 
is a beautiful testimony. If it be the Lord's 
will, Daniel will come and see us yet.-ED.] 

My dear brother C. W. Bank,,-You feel 
a lively interest in Zion's welfare. You are 
glad to flow together with a goodly company 
into her courts, and rejoice to hear of her 
prosperity in all parts; for it is written," pray 
tor the peace of Jerusalem; they shall pros
per that love thee." Whenever that prayer 
( the soul-travail given us by a Triune God 
for His beloved Church) is answered, the 
spring in our soul wells up wirh adoring 
gratitude, and we exclaim," What bath God 
wrought!" Then the desire of our heart is, 
"0, that men would praise the Lord tor His 
goodness. and for His wonderful works to 
tbe children of men." 

Dear brother, you will see, by enclosed re
r,ort, that we held our anniversary on the 
27th and 28th of February ; it was earlier 
than usual, in order to secure the services of 
brother D. Allen, who was visiting this 
colony. At our Sunday services we 
had a high season. -Our cuapel was 
closely packed with an attentive congrega
tion, who did feed upon the precious things 
brought forth from Ephesians i. 22, 23 : 
"The Head over all things unto the Church." 

In the morning our brother Allen, with 
solid aritument and apt illustration, set forth 
THE MAJESTY of our exalted LORD AND 
!SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, sbowing how 
He, iu the unive~al dominion of Providence, 
doe.•, with unerring wisdom and Almighty 
power, rule over all thinits, and all men, for 
the well-being ol His body, the Church; 
and in handling the history of Joseph and 
his brethren in a ma.<terly l\ay, our dear 
Elder Brother wa.s so lifted up on the pole of 
the Gospel, that many hearts melted, and we 
&aid, " It is goo<l for us to be here." 

In the evening, from the same text, the 
glorious Headship ul Christwasfurtherelucid
ated, and tile Majesty of Grace,withthe Majesty 
ol Providence, was clearly defined, exalting the 
wonderful Person of Emmanuel, and again 
brou~ht us to feel the admiration of true 
worship stirring us, and leading us to desire 
that, by the grace of God, and uy the work 
of the Holy Ghost, we ruight more surely 
realize our standing in triumphant favour, 
and grow up into our Jiving Head in all 
things: "Being blameless, and harmless, the 
sons of God without rebuke, in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse nation, among w<1om 
we desire to shiue as lights in the world." 

Our dear brother Allen is a gilted, bold, 
and original preacher. He shews us, in a 
fraternal spirit, how to maintain the truth in 
love ; hence he is loved and higbly esteemed 
for his sterling worth, and for bis work's 
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sake. You must not persuade him to visit 
England, for we cannot possil,ly spare him: 
"The Lord has need of him here." [Then 
the Lord will keep him there.-Eo.] 

B_,, tl,e rep"•·t, you see we were decidedly 
successful. Our proceeds amounted to more 
than £30. Our debt has been reduced. 

In reviewing the pnst, we can hut feel that 
there is great cause for gratitude, and we 
will, the Lord helping us, "Thank God and 
take courage;" anrt should the God of all 
grace bless us to hold on and press forward, 
an,! our company being agreeahle on board 
your "Ves•el," we purpose (D.V.) to make 
your acquaintance again shortly, as we an
ticipate holding special services, when the 
rise and pro!1,'T'ess ot our Church, with that ot 
its pastor like"·ise, will, no doubt, be given 
to your readers, it acceptable. 

In the meantime, my brother, let us look 
unto the Lord and wait for Him, even the 
God of Israel, who says, "Fear thou not, for 
I am with thee; be not dismared, for I am 
thy God : I will strenJ?;lhen thee; yea, I 
will l1elp thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteousnes•.'' 0, 
that we may remem her the promise, and 
when afflicted and tossed with tempest,-as 
some of us ha,•e been, literally, temporally, 
and spiritually, and may be again, more or 
less,-I say, may we realize the yea and amen 
truths referred to; to be the strength of our 
anchor hope, which is sure and steadfa•t, and 
which entereth into that within the vail, &c.; 
for there ,hall we experience the comfort of 
the 17th verse of Isaiah !iv.: "No weapon 
that is formed against thee shall prosper." 

I conclude, praying the eternal God, the 
Refuge of His people, may abundantly bless 
you, )·our readers, and the Churches of truth 
in dear old England. 

Believe me, dear brother lo he, yours faith
fully in the bonds of the Gospel, 

F. FULLARD. 
Aphrasia Street, Yew Fawn, 

Geelong, Victoria, 
March 21st, 1876. 

rw e shall, if the Lord •pare n•, gladly 
we1eome any further communication from 
brother Fullard. We do, in warm sincerity, 
rejoice in such tidings as these. Any man 
wl,o will, who can, lovingly and faitl,Jully 
exalt our Almig-1,ty Saviour, the eternal Son 
of God, with faith and intelligence, is the 
man we heartily love; but self-conceited 
boasters we fly from. The following report 
gives a little view of Daniel Allen as a 
lecturer.] 
HOPE PARTICULAR BAPTIST CHURCH, 

GEl!LONG. 

Second Anniversary was celebrated by a 
tea and public meeting-, in addition to the 
services conducted on Sunday. Every part 
of the builrlinl!,' was full. Mr. Fullard, the 
pastor, in the chair. After prayer, called on 
Mr. Daniel Allen, of Sydney, to deliver a 
lecture as soon as the secretary, Mr, Henry 
Hampton, had read the annual report. This 
referred to the condition of the Church for 
the past year, and the measure of succe,s 
which had been allotted them by the Great 

Giver of all good, for which they were truly. 
thankful. Mr. Fullal'll's ministry had been 
succsssful; fil'e persons had joined the 
Church in the last few months. Sufficient 
.had been l'eceived to meet all demnnd,. The 
debt on the building wns at present £12715s,. 
as dul'ing· the year £41 lls. 10d. had been 
paid off. 

Mr. Daniel Allen, pa<tor of the Par
ticular Baptist Church, Sydney, then com
menced his lecture, the title of which he 
announced to he-'' The History of the 
Church of Christ before the Reformation." 
He observed that to thoroughly ,entilate it, 
ft would require a course of lectures-one 
for each century. He would be as concise as 
he couM, for he intended to glance through 
the fifteen centuries. He commenced by 
alluding to Palagius of Wales nnd his con
tention with St. Au~·ustine. The Church of 
Rome, besides other Churches, in the eal'ly 
ages, the lecturer said, were apostatized in a 
very short space of time, so as to form two, 
destinal lines, which be would call the 
Apostate Church of Rome, and tl,e Ancient 
Church of Rome. The persecution of the 
Ancient Church by apostate emperors, the 
lecturer vividlv described. He ascribed the 
origin of the 'Roman Church to a division 
amonJ?; the Ancient Church. He alluded to 
the different schisms in the Ancient Church; 
the first arising from a dispute between two 
leaders of the Church, named Novation and 
Cornelius, about allowing certain persons 
who had left the Church in a time of trial 
and wished to join again. Novationohjected, 
but he was outvoted by Cornelius' party, the 
consequence being that the two par,ie-s separ
ated and formed two distinct lines. He next 
referred to the doctrine of Ariani m,. 
which, as some histodnns had said, the world 
was surprised to find themselves wrapped up 
in. But distinct from these, the Palicans, or 
Piedmontese, maintained the truth, and to 
the present day professing Calvinism, for 
during the whole of that time they had 
always maintained their doctrines, although 
for 1200 '\'ears they had in support of them 
been obliged to almost wade ancle deep in 
blood. He challenged any priest or clergy
man to any platform in Geelong, to a con
troversy on the prinriples which he had 
enunciated, and which he was prepared to 
argue out with any respectable gentleman 
who could conduct himself as a gentleman, 
by backing himself up with history. He 
was quite prepared to come from Sydney to 
do ashe bad said. The lecturer then went on 
to quote Holy Writ, the prophecies of Daniel 
being given. He also referred to the number 
of ti66, which-by computatbn- he said
clearly pointed to the fact that the present 
Romish Churrh was as the Bible foretold
the apostate body. The inscription over the 
door of the Vatican also indicated the number 
666, so, he believed, there was no doubt of 
the fact that the prophesies of old with refer
ence to the 11.postate Church clearly pointed 
to the Church of Rome. The lecturer 
further referred to the progress of the 
Chl'istian Church up to the time of the 
Reformation. The proceedings were closed. 
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THE GOSPEL IN LEICESTER. 

PROVIDENCE CHA-PEL, AND THE LATE 
MR. GARRARD, 

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-1 now send a few 
lines on Providence Chapel, Newark street, 
Leicester.• 

Providence ehapel is less than either Zion 
or Trinity; and only has a small end gallery, 
and was at one time the scene of the late Mr. 
Bloodsworth's labours, but I only heard Mr. 
B. once, and I have not sufficient personal 
knowledge of him to write anytldng about 
him as a minister; yet I can remember the 
text he preached from the only time I beard 
him. It was l Cor. xiii. 13. 

The Church, at present worshipping in 
Providence chapel, &re tbe successors to the 
Church formed in York street, London road, 
when the late Thomas Hardy began to preach, 
sixty years ago next October. He preached 
first in a house in the immediate neighbour
hood, hut finding that too small, they begall. 
to build in 1818. But what a contrast then 
and now! Now, they venture to build 
chapels that cost thousands of pounds; then 
the poor man had so little confidence in him
self and the effects of his preaching, that he 
thought he should soon have to give up; 
and so desired the friends to build, so that at 
a trifling expense, the chapel could be con
verted into dwelling-houses; but in a short 
time it was doubled in size, and aiterwards a 
small !l"allery at one end. And so it re
mained all the while; the Church afterwards 
under the pastoral care of the late Mr. 
Garrard remained its occupaut. Mr. Hardy 
died in May, 1833 (See Memoir by H. Fow
ler, published with Hardy's letters). 

I believe I have heard Mr. Garrard say 
there was a minister of the name of Black
stock preceeded him, for about four years. I 
find in the" Reminiscences of the late Wm, 
Garrard,"• that he came to Leicester, Octo-

• Puhllsbed hy Robert Banks. Price 2•. 6d. 
her, 1842; and from what he has written 
himself about the people, when he first came 
amongst them, they must have been in a 
vel'y poor state indeed. But such is poor 
human nature when left to walk in its own 
light, they seem to think darkness light, and 
light, if not darkness, presumption (See 
Matt. v1. 23.) 

But when God, who commanded the light 
to shine, out of darkness, shines in the heart 
of a poor helpless, self and law-condemned 
sinner, and gives the light of the knowledge 
of the glory ol God, in pardoning sanctifying 
9:nd establishing them. in !he hope of eternni 
hfe, through the subst1tut1on of Jesus Christ 
as their SURETY; responsible to the law for 
all that ii required of them ; and the only 
Sacrifice that could atone for sin, by offering 
Himselt once, all are perfected for ever, that 
are sanctiAed or set apart in everlasting 
covenant purpose, as heirs of etemal salvation 
through fnith in Jesus Cnrist. Then they 
can see their own darkness by nature, and do 
know, that what is called light by the mere 
n~tural man, is gross darkness compared 
With this new nod spiritual light which now 
enlightens their heart and soul. And wheu 

precious faith is given to enable such to be
lieve they are personally interested in every
thing Jesus Christ has done for, and on he
half of su~h poor sinners; then it is they 
rejoice in hope of the glory of Uod, and can 
say, "The darkness is past, and the true 
light nowshineth." 

Well, when I first became acquainted with 
Mr. Garrard, I was in .rnme measure esta
blished in the truth of the Gospel, and lived 
in the enjoyment of it, so that I could re
ceive Mr. G.'s preaching without thinking 
him presumptuous, and feel convinced in my 
own mind that no truly enlightened Chris
tian could sit under his ministry for lono
without being strengthened and estalllish;d 
in the truth of the Gospel. I have indeed 
heard several say, they liked what he said, 
but they did not like his manner of deli very; 
but if they could have sat under him till his 
manner had no repulsive effect, and were 
truly and humbly in search for spiritual food, 
I feel sure they could not have been long be
fore they heard something to their souls 
profit. He could, and did, speak some very 
humbling things of poor human nature; and 
and so could he speak some grand and ex
alted thoughts of the glory, love, and faith
fulness, of a covenant God in Christ Jesus. 
He could tell of the lovingkinnness, pitiful, 
and compassionate nature of God through 
Jesus Christ, to poor sin-ridden souls who 
were looking for the mercy of God to pardon, 
comfort, and bind up their wounded spirits, 
and give them rest on tl,e eternal rock, Christ 
Jesus. He could trace the Holy :-pirit's 
work on the soul, in convincing of sin, of 
righteousness, and judgment. And he could 
tell poor tempted souls, how Jesus at all 
times, and under all circumstances could 
succour and deliver the godly out oftempta~ 
tion; and never would he at any time en
courage them to rest on anything short of 
a knowledge of their own personal interest 
in the finished salvation by Jesus Christ. 

But those who only knew Mr. Garrard in 
the pulpit, cannot form a true idea ot the 
sweet manner of his expositions of the scrip
tures, at the Monday evening prayer meet
ings; then he used to preside as a father over 
a family, and could expound in a calm, de
liberate manner, as if he were talking to a 
friend. And in his address at the ordinance 
of the Lord's tlupper, his ideas he expressed 
were olten really grand. The Churcl1 used 
to meet in the afternoon of the first Sunday 
in the month, specially for the occ,.sion: and 
his usual manner was, after the opening 
hymn, to call upon one of the elderly mem
bers to engage in prayer, then he would read 
some portion of Scripture, often a verse that 
in some way typified, or narrated the sutler~ 
ings of Jesus Christ, and make some remarks 
upon it, and in thut manner introduced the 
breaking of the bread, &c. And truly" it was 
good to be there." And if he might not be 
compared to the ~lver trumpet, yet as a 
ram's horn, he gave a certain sound. There 
was no yea and nay about him, but yea. The 
salvati,:m that he preached, was 11 ,alvation 
that saves: not only nt the beginning of the 
Christian's new life, but all thl'ough; being 



192 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

l'ersuarl!'d that he that had beg·un the good 
wol'k in them, would perfect it to his own 
glory, and the poor sinner's eternal joy. 

I ,lo not know mnch ahont the presrnt 
managers of the Churrh affai,-s, but I feel 
persuaded from what I know of some of the 
-older members, that a minister that sows 
miugled seed, free-will, and duty-faith, with 
a little lree-g·race, and wears a garment 
mingled of linen and woollen--part Christ's, 
and p,rt creature righteousness, will not 
suit them (Levit. xix. 19). Nor would the 
late Watchman encourage the cattle to gen
der "'ith a diverse kind. No, he would ex
hort them," Be ye not unequally yoked to
geth.er with unbelie,·ers, for how can two 
walk together except they he ng·reed ? " I 
feel certain most of :he old memhers are too 
well versed in Zion's precepts to expect Pro
vidence to smile upon their proceecings, if 
thev walk contrary to the God of Providence 
( Levi t. xxvi. 21, 28 to the end ; 1 Cor. x. 
-6-11) 

I do hope the Church will supplicate the 
Lord of the harvest to send them a pastor 
which shall feed them with knowledge and 
understan.Jing (Jer. iii. 15). 

0 A8 one Elljah die~, 
True prophet of the Lord; 

Let some Elh-ba rise, 
To Llaze Lbe Go~pt-1 word; 

And fa~t a~ ~beep to Jesus go, 
May Jamb; recruit his fold below."

From Berridge. 

I purpose, God willing, to write you a few 
lines next month about Salem chapel; till 
then, believe me your brother in covenant 
love, and with best wishes for a •uccesstul 
voyage. Yours in truth, A. REFUGEE. 

PRAISE GATHERING AT RAUNDS. 

MR. EDITOR,-Asa rule, the Strict Bap
tists are not far advanced in the singing 
-department of worship. Rau nds is an ex
ception. H,·re we have irood singing, and a 
good class of music. On Monday, May 81h, 
we had opening services for a new organ, 
built by A. Eustom and Sons, Bedford; soft 
and mellow in tone. Mr. Forman,ol March, 
preached a sermou in the afternoon, full of 
Gospel matter. In his exordium he said, 
Musical instruments could be used for the 
glory of God, and referred to the Psalms of 
David, where they praised God, accompanied 
with instruments of music. Many say, 
"that is the Old Testament." So, he argued, 
is Psa. ciii.; and none of us roul.i afford to 
gi,·e it up. His subject was of salvation_; a 
sultject to praise God for throuJ!houtetermty. 
Tlie ewning ser1·ice was presided over by 
R. Wilkinson, Esq., who had heard of the 
Strict Baptists at Raunds, that they were a 
crotchety lot of people; but he found them 
to be quite the reverse. Mr. Pearce, our 
minister, spoke on musir., contrasting the 
past with the present. He did not approve 
-of having a few 10 sing, and all the congre
gation to be sitting in their pews; he be
lieved in trained singera, to lead the songs of 
Zion, and for the congregation to stand and 
join in singing the praises of God ( l Chron. 
ixix. 20). Their object in having an organ 

was to help to lead the congregation, nod to 
keep them in tune nnd time. Referrinll,' to 
the chnirman's remarks, Mr. Pearce ~aid he 
bad found some go'>d hearts at Raund•; those 
around him were a loving, Godfenriog, 
working people; their hearts and souls were 
in the cause ol God. There may hnve been 
some who found fault nnd di,! notl1ing, some 
who want a Bible containing a Jew r,nges 
only, skipping- over such portions as, " l'hou 
shalt not muzzle the ox which treadeth out 
the corn," and "A diligent soul shall be 
made fat," &c. But whilst he could be 
friendly with those who dilter in theological 
opinions, he claimed the right of private 
judgment, and would not give up one single 
point of God's truth. Our .exclusive object 
is God's honour and glory. Mr. Marsh gave 
us choice words referring to God's truth, 
God's sovereignty, the merits of Christ, and 
the 8pirit's work in revealing and opening 
up the Scriptures to our Ul)derstnnding. Mr. 
Gros.s said singing was a very important part 
of the worship; the time was when it was 
thought only a tilling up. But praise is 
comely. Mr. Forman gave us some quaint 
things referring to his days of boyhood, when 
in some places of worship they had bands of 
music; and he was pleased to meet with Mr. 
Pearce, who was much esteemed by his people 
at March. 

Near 300 friends sat down to tea, princi
pally given by friends. £14 was collected. 

We are highly favoured with the services 
of Mr. Pulfer, he is a good musician, and 
teacher of that delightful science ; he serves 
the Church and congregation without fee or 
reward, A faithful band of singers surround 
him. The voices of our Sabbath school 
children and of the congregation all unite in 
praising the Lord. "!Sing unto the Lord, 
bless Hisname,shewforth His salvation from 
day to day." Amen. 

BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL SER
VICES AT HULL. 

[ A review of the life of the late Samuel 
Lane (" the Ambas.~ador of Pence," as he 
styled himself) would interest many, even in 
these pliable and plausible times. Samuel 
built several chapels in Hull. We preached 
for him in his last new one, where he wished 
us to wear his gown; but it would not fit 
either mind or body. He was n fine old 
English gentlemen, but no friend to the Bap
tists. From Mr. Macdonald's Church, we 
get the following:-] 

DEAR MR. BANKS,-I send account ot 
special services held at our cause of truth in 
this large and populous northern town. We 
are on the second year of our Sunday school; 
celebrated our first anniversary on Easter 
Sunday last ; sermons were preached by our 
esteemed pastor, Mr. Macdonald; and ad
dres,es were given by friends; recilations and 
hymna, specially prepared for the occasion, 
were ••ml!' bv the chilclren. 

On Easter.Monday services were continued. 
Mr. Thomae Stringer, from London, preached 
in evening, from Acts v. 20, '' Go, stand and 
speak iJl the temple to the people 11ll tb 
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words of this life." On Easter Tuesday, 200 
took ten, 11:iven by the friends; Again n<I· 
dresses were delivered by our hrother, Mr. 
Stringer; tl1e superintendent of the school 
i;r;ove report of success dnrin11: the fi.-t year; 
and other friends; our pastor presided. On 
Thursrlay evening Mr. Stringer again 
preached, from Jer. iii. 17; our brother's 
ministrations have been times of refreshing. 
I bless the Lord, after more than forty years 
our brother has been on the walls of Zion, 
blowing the Gospel trumpet, he is still the 
same faithful champion for God's eternal 
truth. We meet in the Foresters• flail, the 
only place where God's truth, according to 
New Testament-order, is maintained. We 
wish to build a house for the more eomfortable 
worship of God; a good sum is promised; we 
are looking for a site, and hope soon to tell 
you we have begun. The Lord said, " they 
that honour me, I will honour." It is our 
desire that the house may be raised, where 
sinners may be born again and saints edified. 
The Lord litlp us; and to his blessed name 
shall be all the honour and glory. 

CAMDEN TOWN.-AVE~UE BAPTIST 
CHAPEL.-The second anniversary of Mr. 
Evans's settlement was Easter Monday, April 
17th. Mr. Anderson preached 1rom Zech. 
xii. 10. Public meeting in evening, After 
devotional services Mr. Evans gave a brief 
statement of the year's history, from which 
we gathered that the cause is progressing, 
the congregation increases, the Churcu grows, 
the people are in peace, and have had in
dications of the Lord's presence. Mr. Evans 
is not captivated with new faces; it has been 
a work of time for him to settle down amon11:st 
fresh friends, alter the happy pastorate he heltl 
at Hounslow; but that he is settling down 
with the frien,ls at Avenue there can be no 
doubt and they with him; he i• evidently 
respedted an<l honoured in his work by the 
aged, loved and trusted by the young, by 
whom he was presented with a very handsome 
gold pencil case, aecompanied with a letter 
that was al once respectful and affectionate. 
During his opening address, he made special 
allusion to the uniform kindness of his minis
terial hrethren, and their willingness to help 
him in any way they could, thanking those 
who were present, and through t!iem others, 
who though absent had shown a desire to 
work wilh him. He also alluded lo the fact 
that they had some liahilities on the building, 
and were much in want of funds to carry out 
some necessary repairs. The subject was 
"The Gospel : '' spoken to by brethren Box, 
Webb, Dearsly,and Green. Hymnsandpieces 
we1e sung by Sunday school teachers and 
elder scholars. 

COLCHESTER. -At St. John's Green 
Chapel, a friend says, uuder Walter Brown's 
ministry we proi:rress a little. Four have 
been baptizecl : others are waiting. Several 
of the scattered ones have joined the Church. 
Peace rei11:ns in our mi,ist. Oh I may no 
earth or hell-born spirit disturb us. 

ALARMING WORDS FOR IIETHNAL 
GREEN. 

MASTER EDITOR,-I am an old woman 
betweea eighty and ninety. No '' London 
Sparrow." My only place, for years, hn.• 
been in Bethnal Green ; and when I look 
around upon the teeming thousanrls of im
mortal souls in thi• ,rrand old hive of artizans, 
and their hosts of children, my soul sendetb 
a cry to our Goo for some Zerubbabel, hefore 
whose powerful ministry the mountain• of 
sin and delusion should vanish away, and by 
whose hands a Gospel Tabernacle should be 
reared. 

Let me say one word for our pastor, 
Matthew Branch: I call him the only true 
Baptist pastor in this part of Bethnal Green. 
Weil he has stood fast in his Matilda Street 
" Zio~ " for ten years. His an n i versHry was 
May 16. The place was filled wi1h people to 
tea. Charles Gordelier, E-q., did the office 
of chairman quite charitably. Master 
Revnolds defended Truth neatly; friend 
Hunt was hr:.:e on the Prayer of the Puhlican; 
young A. Hall was pretty and clear. I hope 
nobody will spoil him. Tell him to try hard 
to live near his God in prayer: to Jive only 
for Christ in preacliing, and us ancients 
think he may be of use to the living in 
Jerusalem. C. W. Banks spoke of "the 
Branch of the Lord, beautiful and glorious," 
and bis brotl·er Joiner 

Sweetly llf ert up the strain, 
And sent the echo back again. 

Then brethren l\Iayhew, Goulding, anrl Kent, 
caused us to say-least-wise, Mr. Poynton 
and our Morgans thought-there was a deal 
of speaking talent with good men who are 
not pastors. Like all olcJ women, I almost 
forget the only thing I meant to write you 
about. We want Matthew Branch's meet
ing carried up higher, with a front of pro
priety, and a platform more lifret! up. Will 
the lovers of Christ's Gospel help us to give 
our devoted pastor a more healthy anrl_ com
modious chapel and school-room for his ser-
vices? SusAN MORGAN. 

[We should rejoice to see_b~other B;anch's 
Meeting rendered more eligible. \\ e walk 
the immense territories of Bethnal Green, 
anrl bleed in our hegrt for sorrow, because 
while men roll in worlrll.v wealth,_ they ~re 
not rich toward God. Our Saviour said, 
" In hell the rich man lifted up his eye.s
being in to!"ments; '' and when we see men 
buying land, and building houses by whole
sale, but will not help to give the crowds 
around them a Gospel home to meet rn, we 
wonder what the Judg·e on the great white 
throne will say unto them in the last day. 
Our wounded ~oul crieth out in secret, "0, 
Lord God Almightv "if any ot these wicked 
professors should ·,~ad these lines, do send 
borne to their hearts, with power, Thy 
servant J ames's word~: "Go to now, ye rich 
men weep and howl for your miseries that 
shall' come upon you; your riches are cor
rupted, your ga~ments are moth-eatrn, your 
1told and silver 1s cankered, aud the rust of 
them shall be a witness against you, and shall 
eat up your flesh as it were fire; ye have 
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heRped treasure together for the last day : 
~·hen "'!'he rirh in hell will lift up their 
eyes-being in torments."] 

BERMONDSEY. 
LYNTON ROAD SUNDAY SCHOOL. -

Another presentation to Mr. Lawrence. A 
meeting- of a painful yet, at the same time, 
of a plea,inJI; character, took place Lord's
day nltPrnoon, April 23rd. Mr. R. A. Law
rcnre, the pastor, deli\'crc<l a farewell address 
to the teachers and scholars, on the orcasion 
of hb retirement from the office of super
intendent, which position he has held ahout 
t"·eh·e years. We do not imply that he has 
cea,r<l his ronnection with the school: he has 
just heen chosen president; but he finds the 
duties pertainin~: to the pastorate of the 
Church quite as much as he can fulfil; and 
we think he has acted wisrly. Still it was 
with regret the teachers and scholars received 
bis resignation: he has won the affections of 
all in connection with the school. 

Afrer hi, address, Mr. Thos. Knott had an 
address to deliver, which was from the teachers 
and scholars to Mr. Lawrence. The address 
had heen ably written and drawn up hy Mr. 
A. Blackman, one of the teachers, and set 
forth the regret ot the teachers and scholars 
at losing one who had done so much for the 
schoul, &c., and wound up by asking Mr. 
Lawrence1s accrpt.ation of an accompansing 
present, a, a token of their sincere Jove and 
esteem. The present having been brought 
up ( a very handsome and mas,ive walnut 
woorl Devonport), Mr. Thos Knott presented 
it on b,,balf of the teachers and scholars. Mr. 
Lawrence was much O\'ercome at this ex
pres,ion ot kindness, which was quite unex
pected by him, and could hardly thank those 
wlio had made him such a handsome present; 
but he assured them of his livel.v interest in 
the school still, and hoped to be frequently 
amongst them, &c. 

DOWN IN THE POTTERIES.-How 
often I look back upon the time I last beard 
you preach at Reading. Since then I have 
left mv native place, and come to live in this 
out-oi~the-way place-the country of col
lieries and potteries. If you could see the 
view from mv window, you would think 
there had been a dreadful earthquake, which 
lrnd tumed the land "topsey-turvey;" but 
the worst of all is we have no true Baptists 
here. A few, who were once, but they have 
joir.ed the "Generals;" some of them were 
once members of Mr. P. Dickerson's Church. 
I feel ,·ery much out of my element, and 
should more so, were it not for the" Earthen 
Vessel" and "Cheering Words." I have 
been reading with tl,e deepest interest, 
"Jerusalem and her Beautiful Garments," 
it corresponds so with my own experience; I 
trust I may say I know what it is to "ex
perience a soul yeaming fur a more sensible 
nnd certain neamess to the Lord." I should 
like to write a good long letter upon this 
experience, l,ut I must not trouule you. I 
trust JOU are well in health, and pro.-perous 
in soul, looking forward with joy to a blisslul 

immortality. Since I have been in this 
country, I have thoug·ht more than ever 
about you and all our dear Strict Baptist 
friends. I have no hope of ever meetin~ 
them again, until we meet in our Fathers 
house. 

WELL!NGBORO.-ZOAR PARTICULAR 
BAPTIST CIIAl'EI,. On Priday, April 14, Mr. 
W. H. Lee preached at 3: there was a good 
company: tea at 5, very kindly p:i\'en by our 
lady friends, of which about 100 partook. 
In the evening, James Lee, E·q., of London, 
presided. After singing· and prayer, the 
chairman said he was very pleased to be with 
them on that occasion, for the ve1·y high es
teem in which he held his late paslor and 
wile and the friends, and love constrained him 
and Mrs. Lee to come from London that 
morning; they had great difficulty in travel
ling as the snow lay some feet thick, but Jove 
overcame all obstructions. He had ver.v great 
pleasure in presiding, and called on Mr. W. 
H. Lee to address the meeting·; the pastor 
then gave an account of his birth, parentage, 
going to Australia, call by grace and to the 
ministry, return to England, &c. The 
friends were cheered and encouraged ; those 
who could not come, sent their mite, and 
through the Jiherality of the chairman and 
friends, the total proreeds of the day were £11 
12s. Sd., which waa to pay inlerest, &:c. 
Thus we were enabled once more to praise 
our God, and set up another Ebenezer to His 
praise, for we had enough and to 8pare. To 
the Lord be all the praise.-W. H. LEE, 
Pastor. 

PADDINGTON. - Tarling-ton Hall, 
Church street, was opened on Sunday, May 
7, as a Baptist chapel. Mr. W. Trotman, 
of Blackmore, has engap:ed to supply for 
six months. In the afternoon a Parlicular 
and 8trict Communion Bapli<t Church was 
formed ot some of the members from Mount 
Zion, Hill street, Dorset Square, by Bro. 
Trotman. ·Brother Edwards, of :::ilver street, 
Notting Hill, then addressed the Church in 
a few affectionate and appropriate words of 
council and encouragmeut, after which the 
friends broke bread together. On the follow
ing Sunday a schoJl was opened. Order of 
services: Sunday morning, prayer meeting 
at 10; preaching at 11 and 6 30. Sunday 
school at 2.30. Monday and Thursday even
ings, prayer meetings at 7 .30. 

WILLINGHAM.- We held our anniver
sary on April 25. Mr. E. Samuels delivered 
two excellent discourses; aftemoon, Rev. 
xviii. 1; evening, Rom. viii. 23: they were 
soul-refreshing: it was to many like oil drop
ping from our covenant-God. Ju the after
noon a stonn of thunder and lightning came, 
and hailstones very large. I never saw the 
like storm before. Yet the Lord overrnled 
all tl,ings. A company of 300 sat down to 
tea. In the evening tl1e place was full. Our 
prayer is that God will put his hand to the 
wol'k; huild up Zion, and make her blossom 
as the rose. 
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TH A ME.-Our nnniversar,v services were I Jones, the pastor of the Birch.meadow Church. 
held on May 4. Mr. R. E. Sears preached I There were on :-'unrlay, April 2, and on May 
sermons to nppreciative audiences. In even- 7, other additions made to the helieving 
Jng discourse Mr. Sears threw out prnctical famil,v. Thus the Lord's presence and smile 
hints lo us Strict Baptists, which, ii, as a I is with His servant in the evening of hi, days; 
body we could nPI upon, we should no longer his health remains good, an unction from the 
'be i;gl('ing in the rear, but coming holdly to Holy One resteth on the Word. "All thanks 
the front nnd with the blessing of God, be to the Lord, who remembers our cause, and 
much more u'seful. Tea was well supplied, adds unto its number." S. B. 
and enjoyed hy n large number of friends. 
We saw Mr. Burgess, the Askett pastor, and IPSWICH, BETHESDA CHAPEL.
manv of his people with him. Mr. Allnutt, Forty-seventh anniversary was in April. In 
of Sydenharn, looks well, wears well. Many : morning and evening Mr. Chas. Hill, a great 
friends from various places. We desire to be favourite, was the preacher; in afternoon, 
thankful we are holding on amidst the ram- Mr. Brand stood in between the two brilliant 
pant errors of the day in peace. di.,courses. Collections realised ahout £15. 

NOTTINGHAM. - The new "Exeter 
Hall" is announced as opened by the Mayor 
and Alrlermen, with concerts, baz,,ars, services 
•of song, baptizings, speaking bees, and 
preachiugs by the professor and ministers ol 
Pastor's College. We were startled to find 
these openings are to close by two sermons 
from the president himself. When the people, 
in olden times, saiu "they would flee upon 
horses " ti,e Lord said He would wait. The 
utmost contempt is the portion of those who 
"look upon Zion as a city of solemnities." 
Let ten thousand- thunders from men be 
hurled at us, we must express our fearful 
conviction that the people are being" peeled" 
and deed verl to an awful extent: but they 
love to have it so. 

WA LT HAM STO W.-Zion Baptist 
ehapel, Maynard road, was opened Tuesday, 
May 9. Mr. R. Bowles preached the ser
mon. A larl!'e number of friends took tea. 
At public meeting Mr. C. Wil<on pre,ided; 
Mr. Oakey prayed. Addre,ses were de
livered by breth, en Gander, Lawrence, Gold
ing, Ja mes, and Haydon. The ~h~irman 
saiu the ground cost £50; the bmldmg- of 
chapel, including seats, platform, &e., £120; 
the builder deserved Areat credit for doing 
it so reasonably. £100 had been borrowed; 
He said they wanted ten guineas to night, 
Mr. Wilson offered £3 5s. if tbe friends made 
up the rest. Tbe collection was realised, the 
whole .£10 I0s., upon which Mr. Wilson 
adde,I £5, in,tearl of £3 5s. We pray tor 
Zion's pro,perity at Walthamstow. W. B. 

HACKNEY.-Trinity Chapel, Devonshire 
Ro3d, is one of the most favoured spots in this 
part of London. A friend (being with some 
ol the happy inmates of the Alm,-hou,es 
erected by that blessed man ot Go,!, J. Childs, 
E-q.) a.ssures us it that it was there stated 
that during Mr. John Vaughan's settlement 
nearly JOO have either been added to the 
Ciiureh, or they nre seeking so to do. A large 
Sunday School is rising; Bible classes 1111d 
constant prayer meetings are followed with 
showers of blessings. It is a mercy to kuow 
Christ's Gospel prospers somewhere. 

BROSELEY.-Very interesting accounts 
have reached us of baptismal services, con
ducted by our venerable brother, '.l'l.10mas 

[We were not quite happy to find our pastor 
Thomas Pook could not pread1 one sermon 
in the day, but it is a mercy he can rest 
peacefully in harness, until called to even a 
better" Bethesda;" though this in Ipswich 
has been a heaven-on-earth to him and 
many more.] 

PLYMOUTH.-They carry out their 
annual gathedngs in the ·west with great 
spirit and good success. Mr. F. Collins's 
anniversary of his pastorate at Corpus Christi, 
Stonehouse, has been, in every sense, a most 
happy seoson. About 200 took tea. Tables 
all supplied hy the ladies. Mr. Collins's lec
ture, contrasting a Scriptural Religion with 
Popery, was delivered with liberty, produced 
special effects, and was generally well re
ceived. (So saith our Plymouth letter). 

OPENING NEW BAPTISTERY 
KETTERING. 

On Sunday, May 7, 18i6, all went well: 
it was wonderful how tbey went through it. 
We had a good congregation. Mr. March 
preached and baptized by Divine help. 

On May 2, C. W. Banks pt·eached at 
Broughton from I Peter: "Wherefore, gird 
up the loius of your mind, he sober and hope 
to the end for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you, at the revelation ot Jesus Cbrist." 
Tl1ere was a large gathering ; friends heard 
gladly; hoped he would soon pay them 
another vbit. He preached at Kettering 
11ext day, at the Strict Baptist Chapel, Bucc
leuch street, from Rom. viii. 37; "Nay, in 
all the:--e things we nre more than ronq uerors 
through Him that loved us." We had a 
blesseu meeting, all enjoyed hearing. 

W. SMITH. 

FOWNHOPE.-Tuesdny, l\Iay 9, annual 
meeting was held; larg·e uumber ol friends 
were in attendance. The meet iug was pre
sided O\'er by pastor, T. Mudge; prayer was 
offered by Mr. Kiug, of Hereford; Mr. 
Payne µresented the pastor on behalf of his 
friends a ch!'que for £10, as a token ol their 
esteem nud appreciation of his loug- services 
among them, being his twenty-H·ro1H.l :,rear. 
Addresses were given b.v J. :-'m111ley, of Ross; 
J. W, Curter, ot Whitestone; and Mr. 
Collins, of Hereford. J. W. C. 

WHITESTONE.-9n Good Friday we 
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held our social teR meeting, wl,ich waSRgree
able Rnd interesting. The pastor, J. W. 
Carter, presided ; brother Tyler, senior dea
con, offered prRyer. The pastor g·ave an 
address upon. the subject of Christian work 
and workers; after which he presented with 
much pleasure, on behalf of the Sunday 
school teachers, and friends, a very handsome 
album to Mr. W. H. Godwin, as a token of 
esteem and appreciation of his services as 
superintenclent o1 the Sundav school. Most 
interestine; addresses were afterwards gh·en 
hy Mr. W. H. Godwin and other brethren of 
the Church. Hymns and pieces were sung 
at inten·als. J. W. C. 

CHELSEA.-Mr. John Kealey says in a 
note:-" The Lord has seen fit to remove 
from me after a brie1 illnes.s, one of the ex
cellent of the earth, in the departure of Mrs. 
Keal_,·, one of the hestof wives, and tenderest 
o1 mothers. She slept in Jesus on May 12, 
1876, aged 70. 

~O'fts of tvt ~ont!J. 
THE PROTESTANT EVANGELICAL M1s

s10r. held its Annual Meeting in Talbot 
church, Notting hill, May 11, 1876. That 
noble veteran, Lieut.-Col. Brockman, pre
sided with as much intellectual ,·igour and 
Protestant fire as ever. Robert Steele, Esq. 
gave the Report, which was full of Christian 
hope and gratitude for the Lord's bounteous 
mercies toward the Society. A number of 
ministers and gentlemen poured forth ex
pressions of earnest feeling in defence of a 
pure and precious faith in the Gospel ; while 
Miss Corke and two other ladies beautifully 
varied the themes by their refined and touch
ing arpeals to the ·hearts of the people. 1f 
the Protestant Evangelical Mission could 
secure the services of those three ladie•, to 
hold meetings all over the country, assisted 
by a few wel1- known gentlemen in the pro
vinces, the Society would wonderfully ex
tend its influeuce anrl good in every way. 

"BROTHERLY LovE."-Dear Christian 
Friend ,-As "ointment ant.I perfume rejoice 
the hea1·t: so doth the sweetuess of a man's 
friend by heal'ty counsel.'' The Lord bless 
you for your precious cheering and en
couraging letter of the 4th ult. f"urely the 
Lord, tbe Spirit, has hlessed )'OU with much 
of the mind o1 Cbrisi, much humility and 
love, and enabled you to "put on, as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
merciei-, kindnes~, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long-suffering," &c. Should the 
providence o1 God ever lead you again to 
this large, da,.k town of Liverpool, I should 
esteem it a great favour to see the dear 
man whom I love in the truth, and for 
the tru eh·• sake, whom the Lord bas been 
graciously pleased to make such a blessing 
to my soul; but if not, the time is fast 
approar.hing when, I t1-ust, we shall meet 
and see each other in the blissful presence 
of Him who will be our eternal heaven 
ai,o-,, and a little of whose love dropped 
into our hearts by the Holy Ghost, makes 
our heaven below. The little Church who 

met in the room in Mount Vernon street 
has been broken up, an,I those who love a; 
experimental ministry have gone to Shaw 
street. How I wish I could help you to 
clear off' that heavy debt on your chnpel, 

"but, elt1s ! I am very poor in this world'; 
wealth. Lord, do Thou help Thy dear ser
vant, tor Jesus' sake, Amen. I nm, yours 
faithfully in the Lord, P. LEIGH. To C. 
W. Banks. 

GOING HOME,-Denr Mr. Banks,-Mrs. 
Hannah Scotting died Aprill, 1876, agHI 56 
in Kensal new town. H nnnah ScottinJI,' wa~ 
over thirty yenrs a member of Mr. Welis's 
Church, nnd seldom did I converse with her 
but something dropped from her lips of 
what her beloved pastor said, that had been a 
corn fort to her in seasons of deep sorrow; she · 
was a woman that loved the pure Gospel, and 
hated all false doctrine; her neighbours 
thought her disagreeable, not knowing the 
exercises of her soul. I have often been 
called in by her as I pas.<ed the top of the 
road, and found her in tears, with her soul 
bowed down, and before I left her, she has 
made me feel certain sure that God was pre
paring her for a better world. Her hymns 
were always opened on death and glory: "This 
is my hymn," and" this is my hymn,'' she 
would say, She suffered both in body and mind 
until her last days: then the Lord saw fit 
to deprive her of the usc of sense, and she 
went into the lunatic asylum; and there she 
died; her husband went from the Surt'ey 
Tahernacle on the morning of April 2, and 
found, to his great surprise, she had died the 
day previous. I sent for Mr. Bardens, of 
Hayes Tabernacle, to speak of what the Lord 
had done; he was blessedly helped to speak. 
!If ay the Lord make good what he said in be
half of her afflicted husband who remains, 
that he may not fall into the compony of the 
ungodly world; in this case I felt it my duty 
to make a few observations from the effects 
produced on my mind: "if the righteous 
scarrely be saved, where shall the sinner and 
ungodly appear?" May the God of all 
grace make use of these broken remarks, as 
seemeth good in His sight, prays your un-' 
worthy correspondent, JOHN HUNTLEY. 

"THE DEEP THAT CoucHETH BE
NEATH "is not so manifest as the cold, hard, 
proud, Pharisaical spirit. It you watch, there 
are few, if any, callings in from the world. 
Why! Who can answer? 

On Sunday morning. May 21, at bis resi
dence. Cam herwell road. W. M. Hutcbtngg, Esq. 
aged 48. While suff, ring Intense pain, be was 
enabled to go stnglnl{ bnme to bid heavenly 
re,t. Beloved by a wide circle, ho was followed 
to bis final resting-place by many friends; 
e..:peclally a large nu111her or young men to 
whom he bad endeared himself In tile service 
of tbe Master. 

Ou May 7, aged 72 yeare, Mary, the beloved 
wife of Edgar Hewlltt. Baptlot minister, late of 
Wtldt·rn1-ss row, London. 

On May 22, at tbo residence of her parents, 
400, Old Kent road, Elizabeth Mary Robinson, 
eldest surviving daughter of Edwin and Marla, 
Elizabeth Stacey, In the 26th year of her age. 



"Jamta ~ritten in Jtahtrr," 
BIBLICAL EXPRESSIONS OF THE Cmmcu's SAFETY. 

AFTER several services in Exeter, Devonport, I vybridge, Plymouth, 
Stonehouse, &c., laid down to get rest and sleep. But it was 

hard to find. Our people little know what thoughts do toss the mind 
before preaching, and how much the re-action wears us after we retire 
from the work. 

Querist asked, "How many sermons could a man preach in one 
week?'' Orator answered, "A fool may preach seven, a wise man will 
only preach one." On this opinion I claim to be the fool, and affirm 
neither prayer, texts, nor liberty in speaking failed me. 

"A fulness resides in J ems, our Head.'' 

"Out of His fulness have we received; and grace for grace." Praises 
unto the Lord for His continued mercies toward me. 

After six successive services in four days, with many other exercises, 
the question rolled over the spirit: "What next?" Hours of dark 
anxiety passed. At length one sentence came: "The seventy returned 
with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy 
name." 

How solemn Christ's answer, "In this rejoice not, that the spirits 
are subject unto you, but rather rejoice because 

YOUR NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN'." 

First, here is an humbling thought: the permission of the existence of 
devils, and their knowledge of the Son of God. When Christ in the 
synagogue, fetched the spirit of an unclean devil out of the man (Luke iv.); 
with a loud voice it cried, "Let us alone, what have we to do with 
Thee, Thou Jesus of Nazareth, art Thou come to destroy us? I knon· 
Thee, who Thou art, the Holy One of God." 

Secondly, that the devils were subject to Christ's disciples through 
His name, is another mystery. " Mediums,'' so called, profess to make 
the spirits of the invisible world subject unto them. ~<\.ll I would say 
on this piece of the dark workings of iniquity is, let no man, no young 
man, no man of any mind and metal of a heavenly kind be carried 
away by such demoniac delusions. Seeing the devils were rebuked and 
silenced by Christ, when (Luke iv. 41) out of many they came, crying 
and saying, Thou art Christ, the Son of God ; seeing, also, that Christ 
commanded His own, in their Satanic conquerings, to "rejoice not," 
let us, by grace, leave all these sinful, fleshly, infernal tradings, and go 
on, "rather to rejoice that our names are written in heaven." 

Dark and dreadful are the doings of Satan in the most apparently 
respectable circles, as an angel of light, with legions of like spirits, souls 
are deceived. 

"WHITED SEPULCHREl,1," 

appearing " beautiful outward, but within full of dead bones, and of all 
VoL. XXXII. JULY, 1876.] o 
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uncleanness" (Matt. xxiii. 27); they may be found everywhere, but shall we 
waste our time in contending or trifling with them? Shall we fill 
sermons and sern.ces with the ill-doings of the flesh and of "the prince 
of the power of the air?" Nay, let us "rather" read out, search out, 
tell out, the one blessed and only rejoicible and comprehensive fact that 
"our names are written in heaven." 

This leads to the consideration of the many strong and striking 
fig11ratiw expressions which the eternal Comforter hath given to us, of 
the safety of the one true Church in Christ. And as to the angry 
contempt which the Generals pour upon us because we make, as they 
think, no efforts to convert the world, we must be patient under their 
strokes; and, seeing they are all dividing and quarrelling over the 
annihilation and other awfully serious questions; seeing that after all 
their enterprises, after all th<.> millions of money they have spent, and 
are spending, in attempting to reach the masses, as they call it; seeing 
that "gfre us more money," is still their cry; seeing Dr. Landells is 
determined to signalize his presidential year, by raising an immense 
sum of money; seeing that but for Sunday schools and similar auxil
iaries, the Church of these comprehensive and general teachers must die 
out; seeing that ,ery few genuine God-wrought conversions to the 
truth as it is in Jesus, succeed all their labours; and, worse than all, 
alas! alas! seeing that the grand old essential doctrines of the Bible are 
clothed, hidden, and gradually ignored; seeing our Churches--=-where 
the Gospel of the grace of God once prospered mightily-are now either 
in a stagnant, or sinking condition; seeing that even James Grant, Esq., 
in his Christian Standard, bas commenced to chastise C. H. Spurgeon 
for allowing the new apostle of the Annihilationists to preach in his 
Tabernacle; seeing that our cleverest men are craftily "selling the 
truth," because they never experimentally bought it; seeing, finally, 
that Daniel's prophecy cometh forth ripe to fulfillment, when the fourth 
beast dares to "speak words against the Most High;" that he is per
mitted 

"To WEAR OuT THE SAINTS,'' 

as regards their vi.sible unity, strength, and evangelical prosperity; 
seeing this final beast " thinketh to change times and laws, and that 
the saints are to be gi,en into his hand, until a time and times, and the 
dividing of times.'' Seeing all these clouds, these empty clouds of a 
sorrowful kind are gathered over our horizon, we can see nothing to 
rejoice in, except it be that our "names are written in heaven." 

TRUE AND TRIED CHRISTIANS 

are exhorted to well and duly consider this expression: " Rather 
rejoice that your names are written in heaven." What heaven is this? 
First, the Gospel dispensation is frequently, by our Lord Himself, called 
" the kingdom of heaven;" and in this kingdom are three most precious 
privileges, or merciful means of grace, through which the Heaven-born 
children of light may discover the fact that their "names are written 
in heaven." 

There is an open register wherein all their names are plainly, 
re1,eatedly, affectionately, and definitely written; so that he that runneth 
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may read. Also, there is a public proclamation which has been, more 
or less, made of all their names during the last eighteen centuries and a 
half. Then, more positive still, there is a private and personal cer
tificate given into the souls of all who-as the Lord, by Isaiah, sayeth 
-" incline their ear and come unto Him," who "hearken diligently 
unto the Lord;" to know, with a Divine certainty, that their souls 
shall live; and delight themselves in the fatness and fulness of Christ's 
glorious inheritance for ever and ever. This open register let us search; 
to the public proclamation let us prayerfully listen; for the inward 
certificate, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of God; not in 
tables of stone (and such kind of things are many men's sermons), but 
in fleshy tables of the heart, let us open our mouth, pant and long for 
the dove-like Spirit of God to seal home the promise of the New Testa
ment: "Your life is hid ,!Vith Christ in God; and when Christ, who is 
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." 

Upon the names of the saints, as found in the open register, and as 
publicly proclaimed, many papers may be written. Who will help? 
.Also, upon the other expressions of safety, such as: 1. "Written in the 
Lamb's Book of Life;" 2. "Passing again under the hand of Him that 
telleth them;" 3. "They shall be Mine, saith the Lord, when I make 
up My jewels!" "How glorious," saith the margin, "will the period 
be, when all the children of God shall be gathered in, when not a grain 
of the precious seed shall be lost, when every-even the feeblest lamb, 
shall be preserved from the storm I " Brethren, let us pursue the 
theme. Only in the blessed Triune covenant God have the saints ever 
had any salvation. I must, God helping, finish my work in these war
like western towns; and aim to reach my tent, in 9, Banbury Road, 
South Hackney, London, E.; where letters will find your obedient 
servant, CHARLES w ATERS BANKS. 

THE SOUL'S COMPLAINT. 

Ah me, I'm caged within For thou shalt yet be free from sin 
And then thou shalt in triumph sing.'' This mortal frame to dwell; 

Pensive, alone, I feel, 
Within this gloomy cell. "Faith, Hope, and Love Divine, 

Alas I I sigh, but cannot soa1· ( Companions of the bleat), 
I try to fly, but have no power. Unitedly combine, 
A nest of unclean birds, To give thy soul a zest. 

(A noisy treacherous brood), Love the sweet p3:rac)ete ~~ heaven, 
Within this cage is heard, 1 To thee eternally 1s given. 

The rebels will intrude. I Faith, though e. precious gift, 
0 ?ould_ I leave these scenes to ~well I Is weakened oft through sin; 
With Him, who halh done all thmgs well. Hope sometimes gives a lift, 
Sometimes a ray of light And brings a promise in. 

Darts through this <lark abode Sweet Grace, she moves my inmost soul, 
From yonder scenes so bright, And all my in ward fears control. 

The mansion of my God, 
Where I would dwell in purer light, 
And see my Lord in open sight. -
Patience, a heavenly friend, 

Stept in and calmly spoke, 
" Be still, and wait the eud, 

Endure the chastening stroke, 
Upton. 

Then, why cast down? Thy Lord 
For thee has trod the road ; 

Hie Spirit and His word, 
Will lead thee home to God. 

0 happy thought-, 0 glorious state, 
When in His likeness I awake. 

J.P. 
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A LOUD VOICE FROM THE UNI'l'ED STATES; on. 

ENGLAND'S RICH PRIVILEGES AND HER DIVISIONS. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-Grace, mercy and peace be with you 
and all those in England who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin

cerity and in truth. I was thinking of all the blessings you enjoy in 
England; and they are great, indeed, compared with those we have in 
America. I haw reference to real spiritual blessings: the blessings of 
the Church of Christ, of real believers in Christ, and the whole election 
of grace, I can confidently state that there is no nation in the whole 
world that is so blessed in this sense. In England the real Truth of 
God shines forth in glory and splendour; it is rich with truth, rich with, 
the ministry of Christ's Gospel, rich with the election of grace, rich 
with the e,erlasting love of God, rich with the glorious doctrines of 
grace, rich with the heirs of eternal glory, rich with the faithful adher
ents to the whole counsel of God, rich in the Truth, the whole Truth, 
and nothing but the Truth, and rich in faith: not counterfeit faith, or, 
if you please, duty faith. 0 no! I always did, and mean, too, to the 
day of my death, contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints. That faith which centres in the Rock Christ, and firmly there 
abides; that hope which is as an anchor to the soul; that love which 
passeth all understanding. I am determined to contend (if needs be) to 
the last drop of blood, for the one adorable God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ; the one faith and one baptism; for the one good hope 
through grace; the one great salvation; and for that one glorious union 
~xisting between Christ and the Church: the glorious Bride and the 
glorious Bridegroom. 

How it cheers me that all the combined forces of natural religion
ists, the world, the flesh, and the grave, can never, no never, no never 
destroy all thesP. blessed, gloriollll, soul-cheering, God-honouring and 
Christ-glorifying truths. Bless the Lord for this ! let the heavens 
rejoice, and the saints be glad .. Let us sing unto the Lord a new song; 
take down our harps and glorify a THREE-ONE-JEHOVAH-Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. 

Now, I have told you what I will contend for, allow me to tell you 
what I will not contend for. Our blessed Lord has revealed unto us 
the most part of the Sacred Book: I mean it is made plain and clear, so 
that our finite minds can understand; and there are a few things that 
the Lord has not revealed unto us, and which are properly called 
"mysteries"-profound secrets to the human mind. Now, a mystery is a 
mystery. We can make no more or any less of it; consequently, I will 
not contend for those things which have nothing to do with our eternal 
salvation. If we attempt to pry into those things the Lord has wisely 
hidden, we get out of our depth, into a sea of billows and confusion. 
Keep the rudder of revealed Truth in the hand of real faith, and we are 
safe, let it go, and we are wrong. Hence, I am grieved to find so many 
of the Lord's people trying to unfold or unravel some of those mysteries 
and to set them up as standards in connection with the revealed Truth 
of God. Is not this the prominent cause of the trouble? Yes; and 
final separation of so many Churches. Let the echo come over to America 
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in your next Number-Yes or no. Satan smiles when He sees the 
Lord's people dictating in matters that they know no more about than 
the man in the moon. Pur~e the Churches of everything that is not in 
accordance with real faith and love; let the love of God, the love of the 
saints, and love for the whole Truth of God, and love for immortal 
souls, reign predominant in the Churches, and there will be peace, 
harmony, and union. "Be ye, therefore, followers of God, as dear 
children, and walk in love, as Christ also bath loved us and hath given 
Himself for us,an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. 

Grieve not the Holy Spirit by controversy, which ultimately ends in 
contention, bitterness, and strife. Contend earnestly for all the grand 
and glorious doctrines in the Sacred Articles of Divine Writ. Contend 
for living faith and vital, experimental religion. Contend for the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God. Contend for doctrine, experience, 
and practice. In a word, contend for the whole counsel of God, but 
not for mysteries. The Divine command is, "PREACH THE GOS
PEL:" the Gospel of peace, everlasting love. Preach thf\ Gospel of the grace 
of God. Publish the good news and glad tidings of salvation through 
the blood-shedding of the Lord of life and glory. Tell poor sinners of 
their state and condition. Comfort the saints. Build up the Church, 
exhort, teach, and instruct in Divine things. Do all you can for the ad
vancement of the kingdom of Christ, but, for the sake of the peace and 
prosperity of the Church, throw overboard everything which is not in 
connection with this, then the Church will grow in grace and in 
knowledge, then the Church will rise up from its low estate, 
and will flourish. Where there is no union, there can be no prosperity. 
Union .is strength. A house divided against itself' cannot possibly stand. 
The stronger the union, the more communion: then follows fellowship, 
harmony, concord, peace, and prosperity. 

Why should such little unimportant and non-essential matters be 
the cause of such wide breaches between God-sent ministers of the 
Gospel? Because we cannot see eye to eye in everything, are we to be 
persecutors of one another? 

This brings to my mind the feelings I had when in Baltimore city, 
where the beloved James Osborn for so many years proclaimed a free
grace Gospel. It flashed at once across my mind, the terrible work 
between those two God-honoured servants of the Most High, Mr. 
Philpot and James Osborn-two valiant men for the Truth. Their 
misunderstandings were more disastrous to the Church than all the 
open foes in the world. It brings tears in my eyes when I reflect upon 
those fearful differences between the servants of the Lord. Depend 
upon it as soon as a chair is put for the adversary, peace and prosperity 
are gone, and the Lord seems to say, "Let them alone.'' 

This is the kind of spirit which causes such fearful havoc, confusion, 
and death in the Churches. 0 my brother, by all that is good and 
great, and in the name of your living Master, do what you cau to stamp 

· out this spirit of controversy, this anti-Christian spirit, and try in ,ill 
your might and power to bring a??ut th~ spirit of love, f?rbearance, 
long-suffering, meekness, and hum1hty. The Truth ?f God 1s near and. 
dear to my heart· believers in Christ I love to my hfe; the Church ot 
·Christ is dearer t~ me than life itself. The honour of God is above all 
•earthly advantages. I want above everything in this world to see love 
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and union prevailing in the Churches, and that there be no estrange
ment between the soldiers of the cross of Christ. 

The adversary of souls is a~er the true Church of Christ. He can 
weH afford to let go unmolested mer~ nominal professors. As he tempted 
our blessed Lord, just so now he tempts His followers and disciples. 
This great adversary has been digging at the foundation of the Church 
from the beginning, and ever will; but as long as Christ lives, the Church 
'llill live: "Because I live ye shall live also." Bless the Lord for this. 
Glor:r be unto Him for ever for this. There is no fear of final over
throw. Cheer up, brother, Christ is still living! He is at the helm of 
the Church. He will bring her through all the quick sands and shoals. 
God will help her, and that right early. It is only a little time of trial, 
bless the Lord ! Soon the time will come when the ·shout will go up 

. to heawu-Victory! victory ! through the blood of the Lamb! Victory! 
victor:, ! through Christ the Head of the Church! AU Heaven will 
join in the glorious exclamation-Victory! victory I the Church is saved, 
and safe for ever and ever! God is honoured I Christ is glorified I poor 
lost sinners saved! Safe ! safe! will ring through the portals of eternal 
glory. 0, Lord, hasten, 0 hasten the time when all the ransomed 
Church of God shall be saved to sin no more. Blessed thought this for 
the Heaven-bound traveller who is weak and wounded, sick and sore: 
who is sick of all on earth, and waiting for the time of departure. Then 
the mantle of imperfection will be taken off; the mantle of faults and 
failings will drop off. No more controversy or contention. Free from 
sin, and free to enjoy for ever all the glories of the angelic hosts above. 
There is only one thing that I would care to wait for in this world, and 
that is to see all the people of God in full union and harmony; all the 
free-grace Christians in England uniting as one grand and glorious body, 
for one grand and glorious object-the extension of tl1e kingdom of 
Christ, the building up of the Church of Christ, the saving yet of 
thousands of poor sinners, and the comforting and building up of the 
saints in the faith of God. 

You very properly ask, "Why are not our Strict Baptist Churches 
in England working in harmony, faith, and fellowship?" &c. Break 
down party-contentions, secret conspiracies, break down jealous and 
envious spirits; and all controversy in matters which it is impossible to 
solve while in the body; and in things which do not relate at all to the 
Church of God-its welfare, prosperity and future good-kill all dis
cussion, so that it can never raise its head any more: and the best 
ll"ay to accomplish this is for every minister to preach it down in the 
spirit of the Divine Master. 

God grant that we may yet see the day when instead of three or 
four small Churches in one Town, there may be only one, and that one 
working in love and harmony. What a glorious change this would be. 
Saints upon earth•and angels in heaven would rejoice at this. 

Now, God bless you, brother Banks, and all the ministers of Truth 
in England, whether " Standardites," or "Vesselites," or any other ites,. 
so that they know something of the e':'erlasting love of God. 

Yours in the faith, 
Richmond, Wayne Co., Indiana, U. 8., W111. LITTLE'fON. 

America, May 29th, 1876. 
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"THAT JUST MAN!" 

(Continued from page 168.) 

THE second witness, who was compelled to speak to the innocency 
of the Son of God, was a messenger sent by Pilate's wife unto her 

husband, when he was set down upon the judgment seat; who said, 
"Have thou nothing to do with that Just Man, for I have suffered many 
things this day in a dream, because of Him.'' 

It is said the heathen imagined those dreams most significant which 
came about the break of day; and, on that account, Pilate's wife might 
lay the greater stress upon the dream she had, which caused her to 
suffer so many things. From whence came this dream, which gave so 
much suffering to this Paganitish woman? It was a common thing 
enough for her to know her husband was on the judgment seat, judging 
and condemning poor malefactors, about whose destiny she might never 
have had one moment's anxiety. But in this case ( although she might 
know nothing about Jesus herself), one dream sets her all in commotion. 
She is not only disquieted a little, but she suffers; not a momentary 
uneasiness merely. She says, "so many things:" a flood rolled in upon 
her mind. What shall she do? Yea, what can she do? what has she 
to do with it? Nothing, really. Still she cannot rest; perplexities fill 
her with dismay. At length, she calls a servant, a trusty one, no doubt. 
"Go at once to your master, to the judgment hall; press through the 
crowd, get up to my husband, Judge Pontius Pilate; be sure you make 
him hear you, and tell him to 'have nothing to with 

TH.AT JUST MAN.'" 

From whence arose all this stir in the woman's soul? 
As the first witness came from the lower deeps of darkness through 

Judas, who called his awful transaction, betraying " the innocent blood;" 
so I believe this second witness came from the angelic world, frofil 
Gabriel, who through the medium of the judge's wife, comes forth with 
the faithful declaration,-Jesus of Nazareth is that Just Man! With 
thrilling rays of light, that sentence swept through me, " Have thou 
nothing to do with that Just Man!" Look at our Lord's position. 
All had forsaken Him; His deadly foes were determined to destroy Him. 
Jesus has resigned Himself into the hands of justice. His Father has 
hid His face from Him, all the attributes in the Deity are silent; it is 
the most awful scene ·ever witnessed in the whole of God's universe. 
Such a time as this had never been witnessed before. The fall in the 
garden was a calamity no one can define; the expulsion of Adam and 
Eve from Eden was a fearful e,ent; the rolling in of the flood, in 
Noah's days, was, beyond all telling, a direful outcome of Divine wrath; 
the overthrow of Pharoah and his hosts in the Red Sea, was a fatal 
infliction of vengeance upon the heads of the wicked and daring per
secutors of God's Israel. Yea, many times and scenes of horror had 
been witnessed before· but when, where, had angels, men, or devils, 
ever seen "the mirrhty' God," in human nature clothed, standing before 
the judgment seat 0of a Pagan governor, to be condemned to death? 
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'· Think, 0 my eoul, what can this mean? 
Here God's pure Lamb in shame is seen; 
While angels try this scene to scan, 
St~rn Justice cries, "Sword, smite thie Man ! " 

"It pleased the Lord to bruise Him! He hath put Him to grief!" 
Why? what evil bath He done? None I Nay, the man (that "poor 
Peter," as the folk call him) who denied Him, was obliged to write of 
l1is beloved Master, that He was "a Lamb without blemish, and without 
spot, 

' WHO Drn No Sm,' 

neither was guile found in His mouth. Who, when He was reviled, 
reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not, but committed 
Himself to Him that judgeth righteously." What does it all mean? 
The Holy Ghost, by Peter, gives us a twofold answer. 

And as I am now shut up in a little bed-room in proud Plymouth, 
where I have been carried into seven public services in a few days; in 
this isolated state in which I am for a few days found, in this silent 
chamber, where weak and nervous fits assail me, perhaps from over 
anxiety and work, in this far-from-home, mysterious town-my soul is 
solemnized while I ponder over the marvellous twofold answer which 
Peter gives, touching 

THE ORIGINAL CAUSE AND THE ULTIMATE CONSEQUENCES OF THE 
SUFFERINGS OF THE SON OF GOD. 

First, Peter carries us back to the original source: "Who verily was 
fore-ordained before the foundation of the world; but was manifest in 
these last times for you." Before this, on the day of Pentecost, Peter 
had searehed up this astounding matter to its core, by saying of Christ, 
"Him being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain." 
But what is to flow from it all? Then Peter proclaims-in words no 
one can mistake, except they be blind to blackness-" Who His own self 
bare our sins in His own body up to the tree; that, we beiog dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness, by whose stripes ye were healed." 
Here is the root and offspring of Zion's salvation, by His stripes she 
was healed. · 

Until I get borne (please my merciful Lord), I cannot discuss 
Gabriel's troubling Mrs. Pifate with that dream. So here in John 
Bird's refuge, which he made for me to sojourn in, while doing my work 
in Plymouth, I must break off, convinced in my soul that none but 
the Holy Ghost can lead us safely, savingly, and sufficiently into the 
substitution of Christ's sacrificial atonement. Amen. C. W. BANKS, 

8, Octagon Street, Plymouth, June 16th, 1876. 

GoD can continue to forgive great sins. When first we turned 
to God what a world of sin did we bring with us-I What riches of 
mercy to forgive all at once, and after to continue to dispense His par
dons ; for God will yet stretch out His mercies a little further, for this 
sin, and for this sin yet again, yea He will stretch them out to eternity; 
and if they sin thus and thus, He will be thus and thus merciful. 
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THE MYSTERY, SUITABILITY, AND BEAUTY OF 
THE COMPLEX PERSONALITY OF THE SON OF GOD. 

A LETTER 

WRITTEN FORTY-FOUR YEARS AGO BY THE LATE MR. JAMES W.ELLS. 

Tuesday, May 22nd, 1832. 

To my dear Brother and Sister in the Lord, Mr. and Mrs. C--k, who 
expect to set sail on Friday or Saturday next, for the North of 
America. May God Almighty bless them; be with them in all pfaces; 
and bring them safe to His heavenly kingdom. 

DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-I shall only be telling you 
what you know, when I say the Lord has done great things for 

you: He has quickened your soul into a knowledge of what and where 
you are by nature, by which you have been necessitated to seek for 
mercy, and long for salvation; and while you have been seeking mercy, 
you have found more of your misery; while seeking liberty have found 
bondage; and while seeking light have found darkness; so that you 
may say with the Psalmist, "I found trouble and sorrow." By this 
means the Lord laid you in the dust, that He might bring near His 
righteousness, and reveal to you His salvation, which (I trust) He has 
blessedly done, so that your soul has been feasted with His love, filled 
with His mercy, delighted with His presence, delivered by His blood, 
arrested by His voice, attracted by His truth, and satisfied with His 
goodness. Thus you have passed from Egypt to the wilderness through 
the Red Sea of a Saviour's blood, guided by the cloud of truth, inclosed 
by the walls of salvation, covered with the canopy of love, and absorbed 
in the glory of Zion's exalted king, Those were feast days when yon 
thus enjoyed liberty, obtained victory, and walked at large in the 
pleasure gTounds of truth; but as we are called to a cross as well as a 
crown, to a fast as well as a feast, and to war as well as peace, the Lord 
has therefore led you into the wilderness, hid His face from you, and 
have caused yon to see and feel the thorns, briers, traps, snares, and 
wild beasts ef the wilderness of self. Thus the Lord (by hiding His 
face) rnaketh it night, wherein all the beasts of the forest do creep forth 
(Psa. civ. 20). While the soul is in such captivity that there seems 
nothing but death in the mind, as to the motions of prayer, the actings 
of faith, the blossom of hope, or the fervour of love; yet you cannot 
leave the cross, reject the truth, nor turn your back upon the great 
and delightful scheme of mercy, revealed in the Book of God; in which 
scheme with pleasure you behold sin put away by atoning blood, the 
sinner justified by the Saviour's obedience, and every blessing secured 
that is needful for the accomplishment of the divine purpose in the 
final salvation of your soul. Thus, if you do not seem to be at war, 
you are constrained to abide by the spoil of truth, so that your inheri
tance will be the same as those who seem more constantly at war, and 
so it is written as his part that goeth down to the battle, so shall his 
part be that tarrieth by the stuff: they shall part alike (1 Sam. m. 2~). 

I will just remind you that there are three that bear record m 
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these Three 

p 
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arc One, one in uature, they are di1:ine; one in existence, they are eternal; 
o,ue in greatness, they are 1:nfinite. This oneness of the Deity is the 
reason why the three distinct persons are called the one God, so that 
these three, exclusive uf the manhood of Christ, are the only true God, 
which made the apostle say to us there is but one God, the apostle then 
·riewing the Saviour as the Lord of life and glory, which is a character 
he never could appear to us sinners in, only by the union of manhood 
with Godhead, which accounts for the apostle's manner of speaking of 
abstract Deity, and complexity, when he says to us there is but one 
God and one Lord Jesus Christ. 

It was an idea among the poor heathen, that the sun, moon, and 
many of the stars, were gods, and that some were inferior to others, 
therefore, in order to lead their attention from this idolatry, he says 
there is but one God, who is our Creator and Preserver. And then to 
lead their attention to the Lord in His co,enant characters, be adds, 
and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things that relate to sal
.ation (1 Cor. ,iii. 6). So you see the apostle in these words in nowise 
contradicts either the native dignity of Christ as God, or the personalities 
of the Godh~ad. 

The personalities of the Godhead, the unity of the Divine Essence, 
and that all things that relate to salvation, are by the perRon and work 
of Christ, are truths that are maintained throughout sacred writ. 

The Sanour being called man, the Son of man, &c., is no more 
denying His divinity, than calling Him God, is denying His humanity. 
Hence we find the prophet calls this one complex J;>erson, a Child and 
the mighty God. So you see be no more contradicts His Godhead by 
calling Him a child, than he contradicts His humanity by calling Him 
God; and for a person to say He is not God, because He is called Man, 
might just as well say He is not Jfan bec,ause He is called God; so the 
truth is, He is both human and divine, God and Man in one person, 
the ancient of days, as well as an infant of days, a root as well as an 
offspring, whose humanity was His qualification to be under the law 
while His divinity rendered Him capable of meritoriously obeying it, 
so that His obedience is emphatically called the righteousness of God. 

Again, His humanity was His qualification to die, while His God
head rendered His death everlastingly efficacious, for no man can re
deem his brother, so that was he not God as well as Man, He could not 
have effected the great work of redemption, and you know it is said 
"we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sin." 

Hence in the strength of His own personal divinity He could say, 
" I lay down My life that I may take it again, no man taketh it from 
Me, but I lay it down of Myself, I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again, this Commandment have I received of My Fl\ther." 

The question that naturally arises here, is this: that if He brought 
salvation with His own arm, if He by His own personal power laid 
down His life and took it again, how is it that He says He received this 
commandment of the Father, to which I answer, that as Man He was 
commanded to say, to do, and submit to all that He as God in union 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost had undertaken in covenant com
pact to perform, so that as Man He became obedient unto this com
mandment unto death, even the death of the cross: thus He as God was 
able to perforru what He as man was commanded to do, and being Man 
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as well as God, He could with truth say, "My Father is greater than 
I;" and being God as well as Man, He could (with eqnal propriety) say 
·" I and My Father are One." This claim of equality with the Father 
so offended the Jews, that they took up stones to stone Him. How He 
-could be David's Lord and David's Son was a mystery that they were 
strangers to, and was therefore offended with what they could not be
lieve.-Such then is the mystery, suitability, and beauty of His person, 
as God and Man, that by the great work He has performed, we are de
livered from the law. Justice is our friend, mercy is our theme, salva
tion our song, heaven our home, and the Lord God of Hosts our ever
lasting delight. 

I must observe before I lay down my pen, that by the complex 
Person, and niediatorial work of the Great Redeemer, the distinct per
sonalites and unity of the Godhead are presented to our view. Hence 
when the Redeemer speaks of the Holy Spirit, He calls Him another 
Comforter. :Now if He here intended the Person of the Father, He 
could not say another comforter distinct from the Father, and while His 
Person is specified as one in the divine essence; so also is His personal 
work as a guide, testifier, and glorifier of Jesus, &c. Thus there are 
three distinct Persons that constitute the One eternal God, while the 
whole business of salvation is the joint work of the Three-one Jehovah. 
The mediatorial work of the Saviour originated in covenant settlements, 
and is therefore ascribed to the sacred Three. Hence we read, that the 
Father put Him to grief, while He puts in His own claim and says, "I 
lay down My life." Again we read that He was offered through the 
eternal Spirit, and while the Son bears witness of the Father and claims 
equality with Him, the Father bears witness of Him, saying, " this is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." A.gain, while the 
Saviour bears testimony of the Holy Spirit as to His personality and 
personal work, so the Holy Spirit testifies of Him and makes Him 
precious to His people. Thus these Three bear record of each other, by 
which harmonious work we have a salvation presented to our view 
which is complete, in all its branches, parts, and bearings. 

And, now, my dear brother and sister in the Lord, I conclude, pray
ing that the Lord may conduct you safe across the watery deep. May 
the light of His countenance cheer you ; the promises of His word 
comfort you; His power preserve you; His counsel guide you; His 
salvation delight you: and all your needs both temporal anil spiritual 
be supplied out of His riches in glory by Christ Jesus, by Him who is 
your God, for ever, and ever, and will be your guide even unto death. 

Your humble and willing servant in the Lord, 
J. WELLS. 

THERE is no sin or misery but God hath a mercy for it, and a 
remedy for every diseasfl; and if ~e hath found one for sin, _the_ hai·dest 
thing to cure, He hath surely provided one for all other miseries; and 
as there are a rnriety of miseries; so He hat~ in _Himself a sh?P, a 
treasury of all sorts of mercies. There are mercies written and unwnt~en 
-a treasury laid by in heaven to be broken up at the latter day whwh 
we know not of; ask what riches of mercies we will, and open we our 
mouths as wide as we can, He will give us all.-0oodwin' s Marrow. 
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THE LORD'S ESTIMATE OF THE CHRISTIAN'S DEA'l'H. 
Outline oj F'u.1u•ral 8'1·111onfo1· Ml·. William Cw·tis, 

Delit-crcd at Pi·01•ide11ce Chapel, Reading, L;1·d's-day Et>cning, Feb1·1ta1·y 20th, 1876. 

BY w. F. EDGERTON, p ABTOU, 

"Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. ''-Psa. cxvi. 15. 

UNDER e,ery aspect, and in all conditions, God's people are pre
cious to Him ; around them cluster the vast blessings of sovereign 

grace, the precious things of heaven, "the deep that coucheth beneath," 
'' the precious things brought forth by the sun, and the precious things 
put forth by the moon, the chief things of the ancient mountains, and 
the precious thmgs of the lasting l1ills, thus richly are they blest" (Deut. 
xxxiii. 14-16). The person of the believer is precious to God, viewed 
in Christ we are precious, honourable, beloved (Isa. xliii. 4). David 
remembered this with holy joy, and sang, "What shall I render to the 
Lord for all His benefits towards me?" 

"God regards His people with infinite tenderne8s, He careth for 
you'' (1 Peter v. 7). "In life, the angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about them ; He holdeth the soul in life, and will not suffer our foot to 
be taken: precious shall their blood be in His sight" (Psa. lxxii. 14). 
To touch a saint is to touch the apple of His eye. To distress or offend 
them is a sin indeed. God's estimate of death is far different from 
man's. 

Warriors have sent millions into eternity to serve their ambitious 
desires; persecutors have seen nothing precious in the Christian's end; 
Pagan and Papal Rome have gloated o'er the death cries of God's faithful 
witnesses; and, in a certain sense, our own estimate of life may render 
us oblinous of the preciousness of death to the departed, or even to 
ourselves. We would detain them, because we so much need them in the 
Church militant, while God sovereignly takes them by death to deathless 
glory. 

We shall endea,our to give a direct explanation of this instructive 
text. 

I. The character. His saints. God Bpeaks with a discriminating 
voice, yea, His awful voice divides sinners from saints; for the former 
there is a death full cf sin's envenomed sting, and all the horrors of 
the second death; for the latter there is a precious death without a 
sting, and then a life of undying felicity. "Saints are such by the Father's 
eternal sanctification " (Jude i.); set apart by electing love, cleansed by 
the blood of Christ, and_ covered with His righteousness, sanctified by 
the truth and power of the Holy Ghost, vessels meetened by Him fo1· 
glory. 

II. The preciousness of the saint's death. It is precious because it 
is not a penalty; no part of the penalty does the believer bear. Christ 
died all our deaths (in penal aspect) in His awful death. We may die, 
yet some shall not die, for we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up to meet the Lord in the air. If, therefore, death were a penalty to 
be paid by the saint, all must pay it. But it is not so. Christ paid the 
full price, and turned the curse into a precious blessing. 

Death to the saint is a blessing. "All things are yours. 
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Death" (1 Uor. i\. 20). A covenant mercy, because it is stingless; it is 
a messenger, sayrng, "Come up higher;" a porter at the heavenly gate 
to let the pilgrims in. A friendly introducer to the King in His 
beauty. 

It is not a sleep, an end of being, or an annihilation; there would 
be nothing precious in ceasing to be, or passing into a torpid state. 
Better, if this were true, to stay on earth, limited as our pleasures are, 
until our Lord comes, than to pass into unconsciousness. Nay, death 
to the saiut is precious. "Absent from the body, present with the 
Lord." It is not a serious irreparable loss, if death parts soul and body, 
it will not be for aye ; and how much of affliction and sorrow does the 
emancipated spirit leave behind. We long to get rid of this cumbrous 
clay, and after death we shall doubtless long to take the body again 
in its resurrection-beauty. 

Every saint's death is precious. The bold, fully-assured believer, 
the trembling and fainting soul, the martyr burning in the pile, 
the preacher crowned with ministerial honours, the patient sufferer 
dragging out a sad existence, and slowly languishing into rest; every 
death-whatever may be the circumstances, providing that the dying 
one is a saint-is precious in God's sight. 

It matters not when. The babe, young man, sire, or veteran, each 
, are called home. No believers die before an ordained or permitted time 
and end. To us, many a death is painfully mysterious; to our God it 
is precious. 

The saint's death is precious wherever it takes place; be it palace or 
cottage, mansion or poor-house, on the sea or on the land; living and 
dying we are the Lord's; He is with us in all places, even unto the end. 
Does the saint die suddenly-precious death, for it is sudden glory-or 
does he linger at the verge of Jordan, precious is the grace exemplified 
therein. 

The truth of the text is sustained by many considerations. Precious 
graces are tested by death. Then is the time to prove the genuineness of 
our religion. The religion of a saint endures the fiery test. Precious 
attributes are realised, God's faithfulness, immutability, &c. Precious 
confessions are sometimes made, precious blood is the plea of the dying 
saint, and precious promises yield comfort; a precious Jesus becomes 
increasingly dear, and often a dying saint is a means of good to sur
viving spectators. 

In death, a saint as a precious jewel is brought into the visible 
crown in heaven, a precious sheaf is gathered for the harvest, eternal 
purposes are fulfilled, Christ takes His own purchase, the Holy Spirit 
sees His work completed, the precious victory-after many a struggle
is gained, the Captain sees His soldiers rise victorious from the fray, 
more than conquerors, through Him. 

The dust in death is precious, it_ sleeps in Jesus, He cl_ai~s and _will 
restore it (John vi. 39). In conclus1011, the death of the sarnt 1s precious 
as a presage of great and glorious things; the crown of glory, the robe 
and palm, the throne and the mansion, the crystal rivers and the t~ee 
of life the heavenly Jerusalem, the company of the ransomed, the bliss 
of the' redeemed the resurrection morning, and the marriage supper of 
the Lamb all ~ust follow the hour of dissolution. Precious indeed, ' . then, in the sight of the Lord, is the death of His samts. 
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Awful is the death of the sinner. It is part of the penalty, "for the
wages of sin is death." It is a curse, a terrible sting, the sad harbinger 
of etemal terror. May we all be, by God the Holy Spirit, called to be
saints, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-As my esteemed deacon, Mr. Martin, gave 
you such an accurate account of the last days of Mr. Curtis, in April 
Vessel, I have not added more to the above, yet I may say that when 
preaching his funeral discourse, I did so with the feeling that his was 
one of the precious deaths. We are experiencing bereavements in our 
Church to a very solemn extent, our elderly members are being called 
hence; within the last four months I have buried five of my flock, and 
all of them in decline of life. What a mercy to be able to sing:-

One family, we dwell in Him: I One army of the living God, 
One Church, abo-ve, beneath, To His command we bow, 

Though now divided by the stream, Part of the host have crossed the flood,. 
The narrow stream of death. And part are crossing now. 

E'en now, by faith we join our hands 
With those who went before ; 

And greet the blood-besprinkled bands 
On the eternal shore. 

Yours in Jesus, W. EDGERTON. 

"CAL~ IN" THE CONFIDENCE OF F AITR ! BLOOMING 
WITH IMMORTALITY!" 

·• Oh, blissful thought! Saints shall awake, 
Christ's likeness they shall wear; 

Eternal glory shall partake, 
Releas'd from pa.in and ea.re." 

Waters in the Wilderness. By Taos. EDWARDS. 

SOME of the timid of the household of faith in the following narra
tive may find encouragement to confide in the all-sufficing Jehovah, 

in prospect of that change which inevitably follows as the penalty of 
transgression, since "death has passed upon all, for all have sinned." 
It is recorded in " the Book,'' that " it is better to go to the house of 
mourning than to the house of feaRting." On the morning of January 
5th, I was called up at one o'clock, to visit and pray with a friend on 
the verge of the grave. Such a summons, under any circumstances, 
would be obeyed; but in this case, as it was one who had been an 
attendant at the Birch Meadow chapel, who had sat under the Gospel 
ministry of Mr. T. Jones, for whose messages of love he had a keen 
relish, and who had taken a lively interest in services of song; was 
formerly a scholar, and subsequently had been a teacher in the Sunday 
School. These considerations combined to make the compliance " a 
labour of love." On reaching the sick-chamber, my friend was calm in 
the confidence of a faith blooming with immortality. It was indeed a 
deeply solemn and interesting visit. His request to engage in prayer, 
pro,ed a season of felt nearness to Him who is the resurrection and the 
lifo, one" who is able to save to the uttermost." Retiring ior a few 
minutes from bis presence, it became known that a matter of importance 
to bis wife and infant family had not been attended to. Returning, this 
subject was named to him, and the requisite form-in accordance with 
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his expressed wishes-was drawn np, and duly signed and witnessed to. 
Again we joined in fervent, heart-felt supplication unto Him who has 
said, "I will never leave nor forsake thee." Jn answer to the enquiry 
before leaving: "How is it with you now?" "On the Rock ! 'Rock 
of Ages cleft for me.'" Informed by his attendant that one hour and 
a half would terminate his life, I left, with the parting assurance that 
we should meet again to part no more. My first interview extended 
over one hour and a half. Retiring to rest, I again visited my friend. 
On entering his residence, I was surprised to hear his voice singing, 
"Jesus, lover of my soul." I was informed that such had been his 
employment daring the greater part of my absence. We mingled our 
prayers and supplications to the God of all grace, and the following 
results transpired:-My son, who was associated with an intimate 
acquaintance of my friend, hearing of his possible decease, called upon 
him.- He found his brothers also there; he engaged in fervent prayer, 
and then requested each of his brothers to pray, which they did in suc
cession. Then he would that the Coronation Hymn should be sung, 
"All hail the power of Jesus' name" (the verse "Crown Him, ye 
martyrs of onr God/' which is omitted from " Gadsby's Selection," he 
supplied from memory); he joining in by singing alto thereto. It was 
a solemn, pleasing, and assuring scene. Faith in the covenant mercies 
of an unchanging God sustaining his spirit, in the prospect of immediate 
dissolution; although surrounded by his affectionate wife and infant 
babe. My son, on leaving, did not wish to say more than " Good 
morning." But, no; that would not suffice: "Farewell, Aquila, I shall 
not see you here again." Thus continued, in immediate answPr to 
prayer, the happy assurance that He who loveth His own, loveth them 
even unto the end C>f their pilgrimage. Such were the last hours of my 
friend, Ephraim Smith, who died about 4.30 p.m., calm in the embrace 
of his Saviour; strong in the faith of the election of grace, and con
fident in the efficacy of that atoning blood that speaketh better things 
than the blood of Abel. "Let me die the death of the righteous, and my 
last end be like unto his.'' 

His remains were interred at Birch Meadow Chapel, Brosely. Mr. 
T. Jones referred to the triumphant death of our friend in a subsequent 
discourse. WILLIAM EVANS. 

Brosely, February, 1876. 

THE LATE BELOVED HENRY WOODRO\Y: 
A FAITHFUL MINISTER OF CHRIST. 

"I am the Lord thy God, which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by 
the way that thou shouldest go."-IM. :dviii. 17. 

THE great Head of the Church, in preparing His servants for the 
position He has appointed. them in His l1ouse, leads them in those 

paths, and teaches them those lessons that are needful to fit and qualify 
them for their work. Thus, by pleasing and painful vicisitndes, t~ey 
learn how to speak sympathetically to the weary. They may not like 
the schooling, they may hate the rod, but there can be no escape there
from. "He chasteneth and scourgeth every son," more especially every 
one He designeth to honour as a servant. No amount of classic 
education and culture, no collegiate acquirements nor "brain power," 
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to glean and cull from the ancient and modern with refined taste, to 
adopt and arrange with precision, those things which, alas! are only 
borrowed; not all these-which are good, very good as helps-can make 
a shepherd; nor will such things feed the sheep and lambs. It is true 
with these "preparations" many may be anxious to run, and do run, 
before they are sent. Nevertheless, the words of John Newton are still 
timely and true, "If it be the Lord's will to bring you into Hiiil ministry, 
He has already appointed your place and service; and though you know 
it not at present, you shall at a proper time. If you had the talents of 
an angel you could do no good with them till His hour is come, and till 
He leads you to the people whom He has determined to bless by your 
means." Kothing can supply the place of that which cometh from 
above. " The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the 
tongue, is from the Lord" (Prov. xvi. 1). Those who come thus 
prepared, speaking from the heart, speak to the heart words in season. 
While the empty sound of "nice preachers" will vex the souls of the 
sorrowful,- "No big words of ready talkers, 

No dry doctrine will suffice." 

Our departed brother, Henry Woodrow, was by many long, hard, 
and painful lessons, instructed in the way of the Lord, and made useful 
to the tried and tempted of the household of faith. Called by Divine 
grace when a boy, he was kept from many evils which others are left to 
run into, and procure to themselves wounds from which they suffer in 
mind till their dying day. Some of the Lord's most honoured servants 
ha,e sighed daily because of the sins of their youth; these caused 
Huntington many groans and tears. Soon after Henry Woodrow was 
baptized, his mind was much exercised respecting the ministry, having 
a desire to tell others what the Lord had done for his own soul; and 
altbough he tried to banish the idea, because of his felt ignorance arid 
inability, yet at times it would press heavily upon his ·mind. It was 
also impressed on the mind of others that he would be called to the 
work; this the Lord made plain in His own way and time, after much 
anxiety. "The Lord trieth the righteous.'' This he often proved, for 
he had trials and losses in his business, and afflictions in his family, 
with sorrow in connection with the Church; with all these-what a 
great favour to say, and how needful to be able to say-" The Lord is 
my Helper," &c. And truly the Lord did help him when he was at his 
wits' end, and delivered him from all his fears in a way quite:unexpected. 

He laboured twenty years in preaching at Littleport, Norwich, 
Saxmundham, Bottisham Lode, &c., with many signs of the Lord's 
blessing his testimony to the hearts of the hearers. He supplied the 
pulpit at Rehoboth, Pimlico, London, several times. His last labours 
were for the people at Plumstead Tabernacle, where he became too ill_ 
to fulfill his engagements; when he removed to Colchester, where his 
sufferings for six months were great. Worn out, not by old age, but 
by work, and, what iR much worse, worry and pain, he gladly "fell on 
sleep;" a faithful and humble minister of the new covenant, firm in the 
truth, not a bigot, nor a Pope; " a lover of good men," and "a lover of 
hospitality," "holding fast the faithful Word as he had been taught.'' 
Not a party-server, he joined no clique, but loved the writings of 
Huntington, Gadsby, Philpot, and the Editor of the Earthen Vessel, 
whom he highly esteemed as a br~ther, and for his work's sake. 

In the Wildemess. CLAUDA. 
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THE TRYING DAY! 

My DEAR FRIEND,-! have just understood from a letter 
received from Mrs. V. that God has again called you to pass 

through the furnace of affliction. I do most deeply sympathize with 
you, and pray that our good and loving Lord may divinely support, 
sustain, and comfort you. For many years past, you have proved the 
truth that God's own people are chosen in the fires, and must be 
'brought through, for "whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." Do try and look to our 
covenant God for grace to uphold you, and patience to support you. 
The ship, I find, is tossed on the mighty ocean: the waves rise high, 
the winds blow strong, and the tempest threatens; but do not lose sight of 
the fact that the Lord of the raging sea is in the reeling ship. If the Lord 
is there, however terrible and trying the storm, the cargo must come safe 
to land; aye, if it be on boards and broken pieces of the ship. I find the 
Lord has thought proper to make another breach in your family; and 
however painful such bereavements may be, I trust you will have grace 
sufficient to say, " It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him good." 
0 that the present trial may be sanctified to the remaining branches 
of the family I May they be led to see more fully what frail mortality 
is in themselves; and how much they need the heavenly gift to 
secure them against all those terrible judgments which are coming on 
the earth, because of pride, covetousness, drunkenness, and formal religion. 
Oh how few will be able to stand the trying day I Be of good cheer, 
my brother, lift up your head, for surely you for one can say, " I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that 
which I have committed unto Him against that day." Constantly 
have we the warning voice in our streets, " Be ye also ready;" and yet, 
alas, 

"And yet how unconcerned we go 
Upon the brink of death." 

Here I cannot help saying in the truly solemn and weighty language 
9f the poet, 

"Waken, 0 Lord, our drowsy sense 
Tu walk this dangerous road; 

And if our souls are hurried hence, 
May they be found with God!" 

May the good Lord now place beneath yon the everlasting arms of 
love and mercy, strengtlien your weak hands, and confirm your fee~le 
knees; may His grace be sufficient for you; and maf ~ou pi:ov~ m 
all new trials, fresh bereavements, and sore and pamful aflltct10ns, 
that " He knoweth our frame • He remembereth we are dust, and that 
as a father pitieth his children' so the Lord piteth them that fear Him." 
Breach upon breach, wave up~n wave, billows on billows roll, say you, 
and how shall I do? I will tell you, my brother, the Lord so 
helping me I say bow and kiss the rod; for it is in the hands of your 
loying Father, wh~ is "too wise to err, and too goo~ to be unkind." S3:y 
\\'.lth dear Luther, "Strike, Lord, and Thy _servant 1s ~hsolv_ed from His 
inn." Say with dear Job who was vexed m soul, sm1tteu m body, and 
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spoiled in goods, " Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.» 
What, if e.en darkness of soul, and hardness of heatt assail you, and 
you should be totally at a loss to see your signs, and in your confusion 
wonder where the scene will end, yet, bear i:t in mind, that 

" Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smilling face." 

Remember, I beseech you, that all things work together for good to, 
them who are the called according to God's purpose, and who love 
Him, and put their trust in Him. Ah, say you, and I believe it with all 
my heart; but am I one of that number? Do you not sighingly say, 
0 that I could love Him who is worthy of every affection that can possess 
the human breast; I want, I earnestly want, to say with Peter, and 
with the same feelings of confidence and assurance, " Lord, Thou knowest 
all things, Thou knowest that I love Thee." Ah, my beloved friend, 
God looks at the heart, He knows your desire, and will surely cause 
His face to shine upon you. 0 that you and all your 'family may now 
patiently submit to Him who does all things well, and learn to profit 
by the present painful ordeal through which you are called to pass. 
There is something of consolation remaining to you, I think, from 
what our sister says in her letter to me. If one seed of the kingdom 
fall upon good ground, it shall germinate, spring up, and produce many 
seeds, for where God begins the good work, he will carry it on and 
perfect it in glory. If He puts a heavenly spark into the soul, He will 
blow it up into a flame. I must think your dear son is not lost, but 
is only just gone before you ; and, therefore, you will one day meet 
him where "the wicked cease from troubling, and where the weary are 
at rest." May God grant it, for Christ's sake. Amen. 

Your affectionate Brother in Christ, 
Pulham St. Mary, March, 1876. B. 'r.A.YLOR. 

GoD took up so much love at the first, that His wisdom and all in 
Him is set on work to study and contrive ways to commend that love, 
as if He knew not how to express it enough ! He quarrelled with His 
love to Adam, and would not let such a love be our portion in heaven. 
To show His great love, He lets us fall into sin and enmity, and then 
sends His Son, dear as it cost Him ; so God being loving, sought out a 
world of inventions for to show His love. The very first thought and 
glance of that love towards:ns was such as that all sorts of ways He 
can invent, through the ages of eternity, will be little enough to vent 
and retail the whole lump of His great love. 

God's love was so eager-so greedy, that the moment He began to 
love us, the next and main thing He thought of and had in His eyes, 
was that happiness He meant to give us in heaven ; and therefore over
leaps all the means between, for He intended the end before the means ; 
so intent was God's eye on.us, that what is our chiefest good, what He 
meant to make us in heaven, that He first pitches upon. lt began when 
God began, for ever since He hath been God, He hath loved us with 
an everlasting love. What can be added thereto? Yea, ever sinoe He 
loved Himself or His Son, in whom He chose us, there never was in 
God's heart a vacuity of love to us ; from everlasting to everlasting 
Thou art love, and Thou art God.-Goodwin's Marrow. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

SUFFOLK ASSOCIATION. all about? Have they been wrestling 
On the two last days of May, at Had- Jacobs? Like Paul, night and day in 

leigh, the bishops and deacons, with their prayers and tears; instrumentally pluck
friends, and fellow-labourers, assembled ing sinners as brands, from the burning? 
in theit· large tent, to celebrate the anni- No proof of it." •· Baptized, I; buried, 
versary of the Suffolk and Nor folk Bap- 3." Poor result. After reading such 
tist Association. They met on Tuesday letters, wherein no evidences of the con
morning, May 30, at 10.30. in a meadow; quests of the Gospel were founcl, 
and with them woe found that intellectual we thought lamentation and woe, 
genius, Mr. W. J. Styles, beloved pastor heart-rending cries for mercy, and a 
of Providence Church, near Islington solemn sermon from old George Wyaru's 
Green. Some thought his sermon was first text at Soho,-" Is there not a cause?" 
one of the best. Mr. Woodard, of llford, were more than consonant with the bar
the venerable and excellent John Cooper, renness of the land, than the merry feel
and the eloquent Charles Hill, also de- ings which appeared to prevail. The only 
livered to the gathered crowds, sermons : two lines at all pleasing, were :-Peace 
which had, evidently, cost the several in the place, and prosperity in the achooL 
preachers much thought, solemn medita- We have notes, which we defer 
tion, and holy research. From London, until we see the circular letter, by 
also, we observed other devoted Christian that earnest and useful brother, Mr. Sears, 
men, such as the Dalston pastor, Mr. of Laxfield. We pause over the want of 
Dearsly, and that sweet singer in Israel, soul-prosperity of ministerial success, and 
Mr. Geo. Webb, of Camden Town. Our other revelations made, for the present. 
country people, especially some of the 
aged ministers, were well pleased with H.AYES.-'Wednesday, June 14th, was 
the company of these beloved brethren , a high and happy day with the friends at 
from the Metropolis. · the Tabernacle. Mr. Bardena' fourth 

Mr. Geo. Harris was what they call the anniversary as pastor was celebrated, and 
moderator. We did not consider he had many friends from London came to wish 
much to tone down this year. Of course, minister and people success in the name 
we heard nothing from Mr. Blake, nor of the Lord. .At 7 a.m. a devotional 
from any but what appeared to be in bar- meeting was held, and al 11.15 Mr. Wm. 
mony with the Association. The best Crowther came up richly laden with Goe
item was the· giving of £100 to help poor pel truths. He read Genesis xxii., and 
Churches; although we dared to think in spoke sweetly and experimentally from 
such a rich country as Suffolk, no poor the words, "In the mount of the Lord it 
Churches ought to be found; but Jacob's shall be seen." A sumptuous dinner was 
vow is not regarded as it ought to be. provided in the school-room-a nice large 

A long time was occupied in reading room upstairs-where the sense of smell
letters from the several Churches. Being , ing was gratified (as well as that of tast
deaf, of course, we cannot answer for our ing) by the beautiful flowers with which 
statistics being quite correct; perhaps we , the tables were decorated. After the 
should do well to omit them, as they ap- j' wants of the body had been supplied, and 
pear~d to present nothing of a cheering , a little fresh air enjoyed, the soul waa 
character, at least, not to any one who i again well fed instrumentally by Mr, 
longs to see, to hear, to know, that the : Atkinson, of Brighton, from the 1vords, 
visibfe Gospel kingdom is growing; that i "By grace are ye eaved." After tea, 
the Holy Ghost is convincing and quick- 1 which was bountifully provided by the 
ening, converting and saving sinners; and I ladies, and largely partaken of by friends, 
that unto the several Churches the Lord who quite filled the room, the public 
is adding such as are saved. "Nothing meeting commenced at 6 o'clock-Mr. 
of that sort going on as I can hear, any- Crowther presiding. Mr. Parnell, of 
where," said a silent grumbler. I said Plumstead, prayed;. Mr. Corn~ell. ob
nothing, but I thought, "What do all served that Jonah said, " Salvat10n 1s of 
these letters any? What have the minis- the Lord ; " and I ""Y so too. Jonah 
tere and Churches been witnessing during was in the belly of the whal~ when he 
the year now gone into eternity? All eaid this, and th~n ~e was vo~1t"? on the 
the parsons wear a cheerful aspect, and dry land ; and 1t 1e by getting mto ex. 
the people sing joyfully ; but, what is it perimeutal depths that we fully under, 
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stand and acknowledge this truth. Christ 
i• t.he sum ~nd substance of salvation, 
&c. Mr. Griffiths spoke from Rom. v. 8, 
"w~ joy in God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.." We iov in Him on the 
ground of His unchangeableness, faith
fulness. Nothing short of God ,loes for 
the soul; so David cries, "My soul 
thirsteth for God." Mr. Edwards dwelt 
on Solomon's Song v. 13-sweet flowers, 
Christ is the Rose of Sharon and the Lilv 
of the Valley. This flower is beautiful 
in appearance, and fragrant. The graces 
of the Spirit-faith, hope, love, humility, 
and the rest-the doctrines and promises 
are all beautiful flowers. Mr, Beazley 
next spoke blessedly from the words, 
"Who bath saved us and called us." Mr. 
G. Holland followed on the expression, 
",ve are His workmanship." Mr. Lus
combe, of Rickmansworth, spoke a few 
good words, and Mr. Bardens wound up. 
Mr. Thurston closed in prayer. The 
preachers, morning and afternoon, were 
favoured,and the speakers at night helped; 
so that the friends separated, feeling it 
had been a good day for body and soul. 

W.B. 

RECOGNITION OF Mll. J. HALL AT 
SALEM, RICHMOND, SURREY. 

The public recognition of Mr. J. Hall as 
pastor of Salem chapel, was celebrated on 
Tuesday, June 13th. In the afternoon, at 
three, Mr. Anderson presided, and read 
Ephesians h-.; Mr. J. Box offered prayer. 
:Mr. Anderson alter a few remarks, asked 
Mr. Hall to tell us how the Lord made him 
a Christian. 

Mr. Hall said: from early childhood he 
used to pray ; there never was a time when 
the fear of God was not before his eyes, 
though perhaps it was more slavish fear than 
loving fear. He remembered praying a long 
time for a token for good, though not know
ing then what a token for good was. Once 
he opened the Bible at the words, " Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." 
This passage made a deep impression on his 
Jeelings, and agitated his mind. He then 
began to read the works of infidel writers, 
these w,itings had a blessed influence, so he 
was not sorry he read them, though it was 
not well lor all young men to reau. At this 
period, two words: disturbed his mind
election and eternity; they seemed to clash 
together, and yet he could not throw them 
away. In the year 1861, he became deeply 
impressed with divine things, realized more 
than ever a felt wretchedness; wanted to 
run away from self, cr~ing out, " Oh! 
wretched man that I am! ' One afternoon 
in September, 1861, there appeared to me a 
vision of the Son of Man as my Saviour ; 
my feelings of joy thee., cannot be expressedJ 
had never attained such heights before. l 
I returned home that evening with the 
dances of those that make merry. Christ 
was mine, and I was His. I wept for joy 

that He should have mercy upon me, 
Shortly after I joined Rehoboth chapel, was 
a Member there ten 01· twelve years, when 
circumstances led me to Alie street, under 
the pastoral care of Mr. Masterson. Since 
then I have been up and down, in darkness 
and light, and sometimes the Lord has 
appeared to frown. 

After giving· an interesting statement of 
his call to the work of the ministry, Mr. 
Hall, said: I have happy recollections of 
Tadworth, Epping, Ilford, and other places. 
Four years ago, Mr. Cbipchase asked me to 
come to Richmond, but I was engaged; but 
on the second Sunday in June, 1875, Mr'. 
Archer asked me to visit Richmond, I 
replied I would with pleasure. I came : 
was invited again two Sundays in August, 
Soon after, a letter at my home inviting me 
to the pastorate was received. I had an 
earnest desire to come to Richmond, but 
left it with the Lord, knowing that if He 
meant me to come, He would make a way. 
The invitation was accepted. After this, Mr. 
Jeffs then gave an account of the Lord's 
leadings in revelation to their newly chosen 
pastor; and Mr. Hall stated his doctrinal 
views, which were satisfactory. At the 
evening meeting, Mr. Anderson presided; 
Mr. Waite prayed. Mr. Meeres stated the 
nature of a Gospel church; Mr. Masterson 
addressed the pastor; and Mr. Styles the 
Church. These excellent addresses were 
listened to with attention and pleasure. 
Friends from City road, Alie street, Kingston, 
and other places, were present. Mr. J. Box 
united pastor and Church together in a few 
suitable words. 

LITTLE STONHAM. 
Anniversary services were held on Whit

Wednesday. Brother McCure, of Cam
bridge, preached in the afternoon to a large 
congregation from the words, "Unto you 
therefore, which believe He is precious," 
The truths delivered were edifying, comfort
ing, cheering, an•l Christ-exalting. There 
was the clear ring of the Gospel ; the certain 
sound; the old-fashioned truths of the ever
lasting Gospel, which i• strong meat for the 
children of God. After the service about 
250 sat down to an excellent tea. Then 
followed the evening meeting, presided over 
by Brother Debnam, senior, of Stowmarket 
(late of Chelmsford). After singing, Bro
ther Greenwood offered prayer. Brother 
McCure then gave his interesting lecture 
upon " Life in Australia," which was lis
tened to with rapt attention by the multi
tude, and we could but exclaim, "What 
hath God wrought'! " as we listened to the 
providential dealings of our Father, in answer 
to the fervent prayers of His tried child. 

Collections realised over £4. There were 
friends present from various places around, 
and our ministering brethren, Debnam, 
senior and junior, Deering, Grimwood-we 
were truly pleased to see them, and the best 
of all, we felt the Lord's presence, and that 
His bleesing may crown the whole, is the 
prayer of Yours in the faith of Christ, 

T. ANDREWS. 
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"SO GREAT A DEATH!" 

RAILWAY NOTES ON A JOURNEY IN THE WKBTERN COUNTil!3, 

Hnving run through portions of Berks., 
Wilts., Somersetshire, and Devon, myanxious 
enquiry has been-" Is there any flourishing 
in the Vine of eternal truth? ,. 

I know her root is in the heart and coun
sel of the Lord God Almighty. I know she 
was well planted by the Blessed Redeemer, 
and a copious shower fell upon her on the 
dny of Pentecost; and showers of blessings 
have from time to time, revived{ and caused 
her to spread out her branches ar and wide. 
But, although heaps of blossom may be seen 
on the 011'-shoots, yet, the True and Living 
Vine, the Mystic Body of Christ, the Spouse 
of the Son of God, appears under a cloud. 

All the way from the Metropolis of Great 
Britain to these western shores, it is bard to 
find anything but complainb and scornful 
laments: As I sat this Saturday morning, 
June 10, 1876, on" the Hoe," at Plymouth 
(a delightfully exalted sea view promenade) 
thoughts would ask, where are the Hawker's, 
the Triggs's, the Doudney's, the Southall's, 
the Rud man's, and others, whose labours were 
largely blest to thousands ? Where their 
successors are, a little limited one like my
self cannot tell. Our God in the varied 
wonders of creation, still lives, and reigns, 
and rules, and " in all things He shall be 
exalted." 

Wrapped in silent admil-ation on " the 
Hoe," I sat me down, and, in softest whispers, 
said, 

How calm the sea! no angry wave! 
How strong the hand, which to us gave 

Such deeps, and fruitful hills! 
Oh could I know, and love Him more, 
Who, on the ecl.ge of this large shore, 

My panting spirit often ftll9, 
With wonder and !lelight. 

From my pencillings on the line, I give a 
leaf or two. Scholastic philosophers will 
sneer, but us feeble folk are pleased with any 
theme which leads our souls on high. I 
have no time to revise or correct, rough as 
they rolled out in travelling; here they are-.:
RECOLLECTIONS AND ANTICIPATIONS, 

Alter three days in our chapel-Whit
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday-I silently 
muse in Cawley road, and think upon the 
past; then I anticipate the future: ere this 
month, if mercy, strength anti life, will hold 
me, I must travel more than a thousand 
miles, and in Exeter, Plymouth, Stonehouse, 
Devonport, Chnrd, Richmond, Slurry, Mar
gate, and London, preach many times; but, 
for the past I desire intently to praise the 
Lord for goodness manifested ; for all the 
future I would go forth in earnest prayer-in 
deep holy meditation. Oh, for grace equal to 
the day. Amen. 

The Opposite of Man's Motive and 
Manner.-What is it? "That God iu all 
things may be glorified." The nature of 
man tendeth to self-exaltation ; but, in some 
way or other, self is put down\ and ultimately, 
it will be seen that God in a I things will be 
glorified. • 

Bristol.-June 8, 1876. Early thi.s 
morning to Paddington fled. Hope expects 
lo see Exeter presently: have worked on the 
line a little ; but what message have I to 
carry to Exeter this night. 

Near Exeter. Paul's word which run 
in my thought9 when I was at Tuesday after
noon's Conference, Jone 6, came up again 
in this toss about Great Western," who 'de
livered us from so great a death." There i.s 
an experimental salvation:-" and doth de
liver:' There is a providential salvation, ar.. 
every-day salvation, "and doth deliver:· 
There ls faith for a final salvation, "in whom 
we trust that He will yet deliver us."' Sal
vation is the dearest thing to God in the 
whole of His universe. Hence, He has put 
salvation in the seven great powers oi 
Revelation. What do they all point unto' 
" Salvation ! " 

1. Is it not wrapped upin nearly,orquite, 
all the names of the Old Testament saints: 
This might be shown with much interest. 

2. What mean all the types and sba~ows, 
the scape-goats, and all the rest ?-they point 
out a roming salvation. 

3. What filled the souls of the prophets : 
Their theme ( when in the spirit of prophecv 
they went forth) was salvation. · 

4. All the promises were chiming out ;a'
vation, like a merry peal of heaven's sweetest 
bells. 

5. What name does God give unto Hi, 
Son? "Jesus," a Saviour. 

6. What is the doctrine of the Gospel, 
"Preaching peace by Jes,ts Christ." He i.i 
Lord of all ; that is, salvation. 

7. Does the Holy Ghost do any deep work 
in a sinner's soul? What is it? He shews 
unto Him the necessity, and source, and 
completeness of that salvation which is ex
perimental, providential, and eternal. 

The first clause in my text is strong: 
"Who delivered us from so great a death?,. 
What is there in this death to make it so 
great ? There is a total absence of e.en· 
spiritual /acuity or power. This is plain 
from Christ's answer to John. Man, blind, 
cannot see; lame, cannot walk; leper, cast 
out; deaf, cannot hear; dead, have no feel
ing; poor, totally destitute. 

It you notice the characters Christ called 
them, is a fair representation ot men in their 
dill'erentgradesol society,-fishermen, monev 
makers, possessors of Satan, and the lo~:,
educated Pharisee. What is there in thl~ 
great death? In some cases awful hlns. 
phemy, dreadful hypocrisy, fearful apostacy, 
and in all, who die in that death there jq 
eternal wrath. It is seen to be a great tle~th. 
from these three facts :-

1. Men are satisfied with it : dead, an,l 
walk on according to the course of thi• 
world. 

2. No one mnn can deliver any out of it. 
3. They cannot deliver themselves, even 

when convinced. They have dreadful con
flicts of soul. Upon what ground are :!Omo 
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1lelivered 1 Covenant relationship; eternal 
union; divine substitution "delivered us 
from so great a death." 

Exeter, June 9, 1876.-Last evening in 
Zoar was, to my soul, a season of mercy and 
truth. Good brethren supply the pulpit; 
but the Church requires a pastor. In this 
larg-e <'entral city, an effort should be made 
to build a new chapel i. then, if God would 
send them a loving1 aborious pastor, the 
cause would be savea. How it pains me to 
find in the Old Tabernacle which Henry 
Tanner built, and where his ministry was a 
power for good, now only some six or ten 
"SOUis meet to hear a man now and then. 

Exeter to Plymouth. 
Nature is grand along this line, 
l ou·ve sea and land, with blossoms fine; 
Could I the~e ,arious scenes portray, 
SomC' might be led, by grace.. to pray, 
That in our Zion God woulrl shine. 
With Christ-like glory, all dhiue. 
Well. a~ in nature, so in grace. 
A SO\"ereign hand. throughout, you tra.ce. 
Like dungeon8, these dark tunnels seem i 
Of light, or air1 there's not one beam. 
How pleased we are from them t,o fly, 
And see the hills join earth and sky, 
Mingling in sweetest harmony. 

But I must cease these jingles. Those 
-celebrated poets, Thomas Stringer, Thomas 
Edwards, and others, whose minds are fa
voured to sport in the fruitful fields of the 
mus~s, will laug-h to scorn, my rustic railway 
rhymes. Let me ask, however, are not the 
little wild flowers, the tiny herbs, the briar, 
the hush, and the bramble, equally a part of 
-God's creation, as those flowing- seas, those 
rugg-ed rocks, those orchards I uxurious in 
blossom, or the wide-spreading meadows, 
wbo<e beautiful faces smile with the butter 
cups of gold, and daises more innocent and 
pious than Pearsal Smith will ever be while 
m this world l,e dwells 1 

Walter Brown has a brother in Exeter, a 
quaint and original poet. I must let him be 
seen ; surely he could preach. 

On the Hoe, Plymouth, Friday, June 
9, 1876. 

i:Mid broke::t rocks and spreading fieas, 
''°'ith ships of every sail in view; 
I sit me down to praise the Lord, 
Whose name is 8Weet. whose word is true. 

I feel here like a stranger. I am as one 
who knoweth no man; but that Scripture 
whieh cameupinto my soul in Victoria park 
ast Wednesday morning, has r.ome again, as 

l!Oon as I entered Plymouth," That God in 
all things may be glorified." These words, and 
their connections, belong to the service of the 
Almighty, to the public worship of God. 
Peter, moved by the Holy Ghost, sets them 
up at the entrance of the temple. He seems 
to c,·y out, "Put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, "tor the place whereon thou standeRt is 
holy ground." That is on the outside of the 
gate ; as though he said, " Do not come here 
in any ol your old shoes, nor in shoes of any 
other person. Plymouth is not bad off for 
shoes. We have "hosts of hard critics: if ye 
have gone forth in any of th.ese old shoes, put 
them off. Remember the Plymouth bre-

thren, how lull of fair pretensions they began. 
Where are they now? " Bless the Lord ! " 
my soul doth cry. I come with no mnn's 
shoes whatever. What the Lord will give 
me, that will I speak. I pray only to be 
•His mouth in all the services into which I 
may be called. Peter's text leads me Into 
the court; and here he sounds out a kind of 
liberal licence-" If any man speak." No 
particular class of mankind is referred to. 
God is at liberty to call, and to send, a11d to 
honour, whom He will. From little David, 
to the seraphic Isaiah; from John the Bap
tist, to the great Apostle of the Gentiles; 
from Geo. Clark, the most illiterate navvy; 
from Huntington, the coal heaver, up to 
Toplady, and other refined spirits. The great 
king of Israel called unto Him whom He 
would. It is not the university, it is not the 
pastor's college, it is not any school or class 
that can arrogate unto itself the exclusive 
patent of making or sending forth ministers 
for Jesus Christ. Nay, hut, "if any man 
speak," &c. 

[The clonds n.re beginning to gather; 
The wind is with ten·ible power. 
In the train I lost my umbrella, 
And covet no hard drenching shower. 
From the Hoe I will go, to a quieter bower.] 

Plymouth, in the Gospel, is on the eve 
of changes. I listen and learn; but pause 
for a time. 

MR. BRITTAIN'S SETTLEMENT AT 
ENON CHAPEL, WOOLWICH. 

Thursday, May 11th, special services were 
held in recognition of Mr. Britain as pastor. 
Aftornoon, Mr. Chas. Box took the chair. 
Mr. F. C. Holden implored the Divine bles
sing. Mr. Box gave some account of his 
long connection with the cause, which com
menced in the year 1839. He congratulated 
them on the choice they bad made, having a 
g-reat concern for the Church, where be for so 
many yenrs had the honour to be pastor t pe 
took the first opportunity of hearing Mr. 
Britain preach. .The text was Rev. xxi. 6. 
He could say he heard the whole truth, and 
said to himself," I hope that man will be my 
successor." He believed Mr. Britain to be 
a man of sterling character ; a man whose 
gilts and talents were an honour to him, and 
he hoped that the union they were met to 
recognize would be of long continuance. 
Mr. Abrahams, senior deacon, stated the 
Lord's dealings with the Church, and cir
cumstances which led to the choice of Mr. 
Britain. Interesting facts were brought for
ward to show bow the Lord had sustained 
the cause through the vicissitudes of a hun
dred and twenty-three years, dui·ing which 
time the Church had only had six pastors. 
He earnestly prayed the union now formed 
would be lasting and happy. 

Mr. Box called Mr. Brittain lo relate bis 
call by grace. He said he could not re
member the time when he was not the sub
ject of deep coviction of sin. He could not 
say when divine light first entered his mind. 
He remembered the first text of Scripture 
he~as able to read wns spelt out a syllable at 
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11 time with the book on his mother's knee, 
and the maternal finger r,ointing to the 
letters. The words were, 'Strive to enter 
In at the strait gate, for many I say unto 
you shall seek to enter in, but shall not be 
able." That text was fastened like a nail 
in a eure place. He also recollected when 
about six years of age II dear Christian friend 
of his mother's died, and among other sayings 
of hers in her dying moment.• she said, "We 
must hate sin because it is sin, and not 
because of the penaltv it entails." That 
saying had been like leaven, it had associated 
it.•elf with all his ideas of divine truth; it 
had given II tone to his Christianity, and 
point to his ministl'y. He then traced the 
Spirit's dealings with him to the place of 
•deliverance, showing that it was not by any 
human agents, but by the Divine Spirit 
blessing the Word that the work was done. 
Ml'. Box requested Mr. Brittain to state his 
•call to the ministry. He said it was a work 
that had grown upon him gradually. He 
had no sooner found peace in a precious 
Christ than the desire sprang up to direct 
others to his newly found Saviour. He wrote 
and spoke to those with whom he was placed 
in communication of the Saviour and His 
grace. He commenced to speak occasionally 
to II few poor people in a room in Pepper 
street, Umon street, Borough, and in other 
places. Among other things he gave a 
rather humourous account of his first journey 
into the country to preach. When about 
nineteen years of age, he received an invita
tion to preach to a little Church at Cobham, 
Surrey (he felt encouraged to go), the Church 
at that time consisting only of women, al
though there were several men in the con
.gregation. He was cheered to know some 
Iieard the word with profit, the result was 
the friends at Esher heard of him, and in
vited him to preach every other Sunday; 
At this time the Church worshipping in the 
Town Hall, Dunstable, invited him to preach 
for them. They finding he was engaged 
two Sundays in each month at Esher, they 
invited him to preach to them the remaining. 
"Thus," said Mr. Brittain," I found myself 
.all at once engaged to preach ever Lord's day." 
He proceeded with the general narrative of 
his call to, and experience in, the work of 
the ministry, •bowing how-from what 
-appeared to him the ill)proper treatment at 
the hands of a deacon, he was led to abandon 
the work, and for eighteen months only 
·preached occasionally; but the Lord brought 
him hack to his work by II most crushing 
affliction: "and," said he, " though that is 
now about ten years since, ond though' I 
have never in my life sought a pulpit, yet 
from the day I resumed my work I have 
never been without a pulpit." A description 
was also given of the exercise of mind in 
connection with this work, and resulting in 
a determii:iati"n to "know nothing among 
men eave Jesus Christ and Him crucified." 
After an account of the circumstances 
leading to his acceptance of the present 
pastorate, followe<I a statement of the doc
trines he Intended, God helping him, to 
:preach, which were pronounced by the 

chairman to be sound, clear, and scriptural. 
The Church having signified its approba
tion of the •tatements made, and its ac
ceptance of its new pastor, Mr. Griffith of 
Bethnall Green joined the hands of the 
pastor and senior Deacon, wishing them 
every blessing in the name of the Lord. 

Mr. Brittain announced tea was provided; 
nearly 200 sat down. 

The evening service commenced by Mr. 
Pung, who read and prayed; Mr. Shepherd 
of Mount Zion, described the nature of 11 
Gospel Church; l\fr. Anderson addressed 
the pastor and Church respectively; the 
addresses of both brethren were interesting. 

We were pleased to see friends from 
London, Wandsworth, Penge, Tooting, 
New Cross, Gravesend, Bexley, Stanmore, 
College Park, Lewisham, and Dacre Park, 
Lee, Mr. Brittain's former charge; all of 
whom had come to bid the cause at £non 
and its new pastor God speed : and if the 
day's proceedings are an index we may hope 
happy days are in store for both pastor and 
people. ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

A SHORT NOTE TO MR. FULLARD, 
OF GEELONG, AUSTRALIA. 

DEAR BR0THER,-Many of your old 
friends in Huntingdonshire have been much 
irratified by your interesting communications 
to the" Vessel," and sincerely trust you will 
again be prompted to send" news'' from your 
far off land to those that stay at "home." 
Our hearts are gladdened when we hear of 
precious blessings descending on the 
Churches of God's grace, and earnestly do 
we desire for you, and yours, and the dear 
people of your charge a continuance of all 
new covenant irifts, and grace through the 
glorious mediation of our dear Lord Jesus 
Christ. We give our God thanks for the 
divinely apportioned measure of heavenly 
peace and Gospel success in your little com
munity, and pray that "the littl& one may 
become a thousand,'' and that your only in
crease mav be" the increase of God." Your 
private communications to brother" Thomas" 
dre": from our eyes tears of sincere joy and 
grahtude to the Lord. "The Lord bless 
thee, and keep thee : the Lord make His face 
shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee : 
the Lord lift up His couutenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace." The saints at St. 
Neots salute thee in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

June, 1876. 

HOW ST. CHAPEL, PLYMOUTH.
Thursday evening, June 15, 1876. We 
bad an enjoyable season in this, the oldest 
place of worship in this part of Devon. 
Here are three deacons, the brethren West
away, Foot and Northcote, wbo have steadily 
worked on with the cause lor many years. 
They have seen its days of gladnesi! and its 
seasons of sorrow. What will be its future 
we know not. I have carefully thought of 
Plymouth, Devonport, Stonehouse, Stoke, 
and their surroundings. Until I get into 
some rail way car, I cannot ~encil down a 
line. Next Tue.sday (n.v.) I shall, perhaps, 
for ever leave these shores. 
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THE CRUEL CANKER WORM IN 
OUR CHURCHES. 

BY T. J. MESSER. 
" He who steals my purse, E-teals trash, 'tts 

something, nothing; 
'Twas mine, 'tls his, and has been slave to 

thousand~; 
But he. that filches from me my good name, 
Robs me of tbat which not enriches him, 
And n:fikes me poor Indeed." 

MR. EDIT0R,-Perhaps the cause of our 
common Christianity bas suffered greater 
injury from 1be contemptible sin of evil 
speaking, than from the combined efforts of 
the malignant and misguided advocates of 
infidelism. 

To guard the members of our churches 
against this unhallowed vice, is surely an act 
of kindness; therefore, by inserting the 
following remarks in your valuable mis
cellany you may help to nip in the bud, and 
thereby prevent the growth of that p~ison
ous weed, which like the mythological U pas 
tree, blasts everything that comes within the 
sphere of its hateful influence. 

The tongue, observes the sage Apostle St. 
James, "is a fire, a world of iniquity-it de
filetb the whole body, and setteth on fire the 
course of nature, and it is set on fire of hell." 

Such is the nature of the little mischievous 
organ which every e..-il speaker possesses; 
and by its wrong use tarnishes whatever it 
touches, and directs its envenomed shafts 
against the good man as well as the bad ; 
producing no1hing but strife and deva:;tation, 
and nol unfrequently tries to fascinate those 
it attempts to injure and destroy. 

During a long ministerial career, I haTe 
seen in too many instances the ~ad effects of 
the misuse of the troublesome organ I am 
referring to, and I have often striven to 
counteract its deadly doings. Evil speaking 
is an assemblage of iniquity. It is superin
duced by that unchristian feeling which 
" withers at another's joy, and bates the ex
cellence it cannot reach." The slanderer 
constantly strives to dim the splendour of 
whatever outshines the capabilities possessed 
by himself. Slander is a restless evil; it bas 
disturbed the peace of myriads of good men 
and wumen, it bas often broken the bonds of 
friendship, and is a prolific cause of hatred 
and revenge. It pollutes whatever it comes 
into con tact with, and bas for a season, cast 
in to obscurity the most noble and useful of 
our fellow-creatures. Its very eulogiums 
are pregnant with deadly poison; its plaudits 
are tinctured with malevolence; the reti
cence of its perpetrators is often redolent with 
criminality, and its open gaze is truly dis
tressing and demoralising. If we carefully 
examine the character of those who perpe
trate tbis cowardly sin, we shall invariably 
find them to be filled with envy. Ask the 
busy body in other men's matters the follow
ing plain questions, and the blush that will 
mantle his cheeks will soon demonstrate the 
correctness of my averment. Do not the 
status talents, character, and credit of the 
person'. you condemn, pain you far more than 
bis faults? Would you deal out your cen
sures so freely against him, if he possessed 

fewer of those qualities which raise him 
above yourself? Would you exbil,lt such n 
hateful assiduity in directing attention to his 
failings (failings caused in many instances by 
a want of experience), did not others mani
fest a disposition to commend him 7 Whence 
comes it, that the more glaring faults of 
those who belong to your own party find you 
acting more lenientlv towards them 1 How 
is it you can extenuate their failings, whilst 
you delight to distort, transmute, and aggra
vate the most trivial matters connected with 
the proceedings of those who will not utter 
the shiboletb of your own party 1 Shall I 
answer these interrogations 1 It is because 
you are filled with envy-destitute of burn
ing love-and have never yet been clothed 
with that beautiful garment of humility worn 
hy all the genuine disciples of Jesus. You 
are inflated by self-esteem. You have not yet 
learnt that important lesson "He that would 

. b{greatest among you, let him be servant to 
all." I conjure you then to put away from 
you you the practice I condemn; give it a 
wide berth ; and resolve never to perpetrate 
the degrading vice again. 

An evil speaking professor of the religion 
of Christ, is a disgrace to anv community. 
Such persons sit like an incubus on the bosom 
of the Churches, and interrupt by their un
hallowed weight and pressure every thing 
like healthful action ; they are surrounded by 
a nusasima, mildewing and deadly. Oh, the 
fearful amount of mischief such people are 
daily perpetrating. Heaven grant to us the 
speedy opening of the eyelids of the morning 
of that day when the evil I am writing about 
shall be extirpated, and when "man •hall 
known nothing in man but a friend and a 
brothe,·." Let us join in the prayer of the 
Christian poet: 

,l Prince of universal peacP, 
Destroy the enmity; 

Bid oar Jars and discords cease, 
Unite us all In Thee. 

Cruel as wild beasts we are, 
Till vanqul•hed by Thy mercy's power; 

Men llko wolves each other tear, 
And their own flesh devour." 

Visit us bright Morning Star, 
And bring the perfect day I 

Urged by faith's uncessant prayer, 
No longer Lord delay. 

Soon destroy the envious root; 
The ground of nature's feud remove, 

Fill the earth with golden fruit, 
With ripe mlllennlallove. 

0 bow many delightful profitable subjects 
there are which ought to engage our atten
tion when we meet together, to the entire ex
clu.ion of that religious gossip which is the 
bane of the Churches. Aliow me then 
affectionately to warn the readers of this 
paper, especially young pel"!!ons, against the 
witbering sin of evil speaking; a sin most 
pointedly condemned by the great Teacher 
Jesus. 

When you come together in private, 
sacredly avoid all connrse that would lead 
vou to de(lreciate and injure those who are 
inembe~s of the same family-who sit with you 
at the same communion table-and bear the 
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!Ome honoured name. Shun the company of I vow the nece.ssary blessed influences will be 
those, whatever may be their professions, who : granted, by which you will ·,e enabled to ex
ore guilty ol trying to tornish n brother or a : amine yourselves; become more fully ac
sister'• reputation, as you would the approach , qaainted with your own lia~ lity to er:-, and 
of an envenomed serpent; with such persons I depend upon it that will pro,npt you to shew 
bold no fellowship: resolve to be free. kindness to the enemy. By the evil I have 

When you meet to~ether talk to each other dilated on, the members of the apostolic 
about tlrnt love which is "older than the Churches were greatly annoyed, and against 
everlasting bills;" that love which has never this deadly vice the early teachers of Chris
yet been marred by one fluctuating word; tianity uttered no uncertain sound. I feel 
that ,ove which i• changeless and eternal. anxious to imitate their illustrious example, 
'folk of the unparalleled love of Him who and have, therefore, sounded an alarm in Zion. 
"bore our griefs and carried our sorrows," Henceforth may we more than ever besr and 
and of the mysterious but effectual operations forbear one another in love, and 
of that Divine Spirit, by whom the ohjectsol "When soon or Jare we reach the coast, 
the Father's lo,•e can alone be raised from the O'er l!fe's rough ocean dr!ven,-
dunghill of pollution, and he conducted May we rejoice no wanderer lost, 
nfely into the city of many mansions. Let Our families In heaven." 
the battles fought and the victories won by Nov. 4, 1875. 
believers, the glorious kingdom of Christ, 
andthesubjugationofallthevesselsofmercy CROWBOROUGH, SUSSEX. - The 
to His authority, employ your tongues and anniversary of the Forest Fold Baptist 
fill your hearts with gladness and joy. Chapel, Crow borough, took place on Tueaday, 
These magnificent themes are all calculated June 6th, when three sermons were preached. 
to expand and purify the heart; converse on As usual, many were present from su~round
such subjects, never leave a sting behind, ing Churches; a great number sat down to 
but raises the soul nearer the throne of the dinner and tea. Our aged friend and bro
~ternal Jehovah. ther, Mr. Doggett, from London, was once 

Before I close this paper, permit me to more •pared to see us. He made a few very 
advi•e the members of the Churches to re- appropriate remarks after the tea, ia reler
ceive with caution all unfa,ourable reports of ence to his residence in this neighbourhood 
the proceedings of their fellow-members; and, in 1830, and his exercises of mind before tne 
however apparently well-founded such reports Lord used him as the honoured instrument 
may appear to he, let me advise them care- of getting men of truth, sur.h as Dickerson, 
folly to examine the antecedents and general Foreman, i,edgwick, and others, and was the 
-conduct of those persons who propagate means of bringing the Gospel into this then 
them; and should you find ultimately that benighted part; thus the eommencement 
such reports are founded in truth, still let me of this place of worship, which the Lord 
conjure you rather to bide than expose the has sustained to the present. We re!!'ret!ed 
faults of the brethren. Never forget, dear the absence of Mr. Dickerson, who bas bad 
friends, that the" best of men are but men to do with the cause from its birrh; formed 
at the best.'' Brethren, if any man be over- the Church and baptized the first twelve, 
taken in a fault, ye which are •piritual re- and has ever shewn the deepest interest and 
store such an one in the spirit of meekness; sympathy toward it. He has now quite given 
·considerinir thyself lest thou also be tempted. up the thought of ever coming again to 

By regnrdinl!" that fine portion of apostolic Crowborougb, through age and increa,ing 
advice, ~·ou will render most valuable serviee inlirmities. We are glad to say in this day 
to the Church of the living God, and escape ol decline from the truth, and day of dis
the withering effects of the malediction, agreement in so many Churches, that we 
which amidst the crashing thunder of the have hitherto been preserved, and in peace. 
finalju,lgment will be pronounced upon those Althou~h we have suffered much during· 
:Who have persistently delighted in slan,ler- the past year from removals by Providence 
mg the brethren. Cultivate a spirit of love, and death, yet many are inclined to come, 
that love which enduretb all things, and the and the congregation keeps up wonderfully; 
·God of peace and love will abundantly bless and other departments in a goo<l state, such 
you all through your earthly pilgrimage, aud as the Sabbath school, &c. May the Loru long 
when all connected 'Yith th~t pilgrimage is spare H_is servant, Mr. Littleton, among us, 
·over and done, He will receive your hlood- I bless his labours, as we have every reason 
bought soul• into His pure and pea<'eful to believe He ha• done, and give us all a 
kingdom, where you will abound in love for single eye to God's glory and Zion's wel-

·ever. fare. G. ASHDOWN, Deacon. 
In order to escape from the evil I have 

-pointed out much prayer will be needed. 
There is R proneness in the sons and doughters 

·of _humamty to meddle with the failings of 
others, which nothing but soverei1rn grace 
can overcome. Go then to ,·our closet, and 
there wrestle with your Maker, until He 
honours you with an Investiture of power 
from on high, by which alone you can over
'Come this easily besetting sin. Within the 
precincts of that " Bethel of your earliest 

TRING, HERTS.-The sketch of the 
life aud death of Ri<'hard Glover is too 
small. Can no better memorial of such a 
godly minister of Christ be given us? 
During the many years he was ripeuin~ for 
Jllory, he must, we believe, have wntten 
much. Are his writings buried with him? 
Our notes on the Bnptist Churches in and 
around Tring are in our MS. book as yet. 



222 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

THE CHURCH AT FOREST LANE. 
Mr. EDITOR,-Pennit me to give proof 

of truthfulness of statements made in my 
letter to the " Earthen V e!Sel " of April, 
respecting the Church at Forest Lane, two 
of those stateruents having· since been con
tradicted through your columns, by brother 
Lynn, which will also serve to show the pro
priety of vour editorial remarks on the sub-
ject.· · 

first, as to the said Church not being· 
"strict in communion," I have still to atfirm 
that when I left it, persons who were not 
of a strict Bapflst Church, not of any other 
Church, were allowed to come to the Lord's 
table, if they had been baptized. Ju proof of 
which four of the late members of that 
Church have subscribed their names to this 
statement as witnesses. If this be not so 
now, a change has taken place, which I 
should have been glad to credit, bad not two 
persons since been p ,rmitted to come to the 
Lord's table, when baptized, who had not 
even come before the Church, much less 
being· members of any Baptist Church, and 
this with the sanction of Brother Lvnn. I 
ha,e pro,·ed ill. my former letter tha"t this is 
not strict communion ; neither does it tend 
to prove our brother's "intense feeling for, 
and determined advocacy of, strict com
munion.•· If what I have said be not 
correc~, let our brother disprove it. 

Secondly, in proof of the deacon giving 
the right band of fellowship, I here tran
scribe an extract of a letter to me, from a 
brother now in the Church. He writes:
" Mr. Gray, when among us, was the only 
pastor acknowledged by the Church ; and he 
gave the right hand of fellowship to in
cominir members, and afterwards the deacon 
on the hehalf of the Church." 

From this, I would ask, who is it that 
actually receives the members into the Church 
but be that gives them the right hand of 
fellowship on its behalf? Was this the cus
tom at Mr. J. Foreman's? I venture to 
&ay it was not, nor in any other strict Baptist 
Church. There can be no objection to a 
deacon giving the band of friendship to such 
persons after they have been received in to 
the Clmrch by the pastor. 

Thirdly, in proof of my statement, "that 
absolute power of choosing and dismissing 
the pastor was with one person. I here 
quote the 10th Rule of the Church: " Forest 
Lane Chapel being exclusively private pro
perty, the sole prerogative of choosing and 
dismissing a minister is in the bands of 
Mr. J. M ., the deacon." And our brother 
Lynn assures us that these I ules of the 
Church are abirled by. I will say in con
clusion! that so far from the said Church 
being s ighted by sister Churches from what 
I have said, the fact is, that it was so before 
I went to it, and I was look€d npan with 
suspicion for being connected with 1t, 

What I have said and done in reference to 
this Church, has been to trv to make it con
formable to other strict Baptist Churches 
with which it identifies itself, so that it sl·ould 
not be slightly €!!teemed, but be reccgnized 

by them. I remain, the faithful friend of the 
Church at Forest Lane, and of the present 
minister, GEORGE ELVIN, 

ll, York street, Globe road, Mlle End. 

· Names of witnesses: John Mace, Senior; 
George Mace, Junior; Benjamin Thimhlely 
and Eliza Thimhlely. ' 

MR. LODGE'S FAREWELL AT 
HOMERTON ROW.-On Lord's day 
evening, June ll, 1876, nur brother William 
Lodge preached his farewell sermon at 
Homerton Row. He took for his text Acts 
xx. 32, "And now I commend you to God 
and the word of His grace." The chapel 
was full, and all seemed anxious to testify 
their repect to our brother as a honest and 
bold champion for the truth. At the close 
of the service one of the deacons req nested 
the friends to keep their seats for a few 
minutes, as he bad a few words to say. 
Brother Lodge having descended from the 
pulpit was addressed in words to the following 
effect:-" My dear brother, whatever connec
tions or ties we may form in this world, sooner 
or later they must terminate; there will come 
a time of separation; but it is a mercy to 
know that all things, however contrary they 
may appear, will most assuredly work toge
ther for good to the Toved and chosen family 
of God. You were brought, we firmly be
lieve, to'this place by the good hand of God • 
and, let me say for your consolation, that 
you leave honorably, peacefully, and re
spected, Homerton Row bas always stood 
well in the estimation of the Churches as a 
place where the doctrines and principles 
of truth have ever been advocated and main
tained. You, my dear brother, leave us 
with the satisfaction that doctrines have not 
been lowered, neither have principles been 
slighted nor forsaken; and when circum
stances arose to mar our union and peace, 
you resigned your pastorate and left, rather 
than that the Church should be scattered or 
brought low. You leave peaceably, and 
have wished the Church every covenant 
blessing. And now, my brother, that you 
leave rnspected I am quite sure-the pre
sent goodly company testifies to that-but 
I have a further proof that such is the case, 
by what I hold Ill my hand. It is a bag 
containing £21 7s. the result of purely 
voluntary dou11tions. It is with great plea
sure I hand it to you in the name and on. 
the behalf of the Church and congregation. 
They beg your acceptance of it with their 
Christian love and best wishes for your tem
poral and spiritual prosperity. And now, 
may God bless you, go with you where you 
go, be with us stiU at Homerton Row, and 
to His name be all praise for ever and ever." 
Brother Lodge thanked the friends, and 
movingly sung, 

"A day's march nearer home." 

A trying and painful service was hrought to. 
a close. 
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THE STRICT BAPTIST CONFERENCE 
AND 32ND ANNIVERSARY OP THE 

PUBLICATION OP "THE EARTHEN 

VESSEL," IIEJ,D IN SPELDJIURST ROAD 

CHAPEL, SOUTH HACKNEY. 

BY W. WINTERS, EsQ., F.R.S. 

It is singularly gratifying to find in this 
day of fashionable formalism and religious 
declension, an honest out-spoken servant of 
God who really re11:ards the truth of the 
great Master more than the friendships of 
dying men, and such an one we have through 
mercy yet amongst us in the liditor of" The 
Earthen Vessel,'' and pastor of Speldburst 
road chapel. He is one who bas laboured 
long and bard-not, we venture to affirm, 
to gratify the morbid passions for popular 
applause-in the mighty work of spreading 
the glad tidings of Cbrist's finished work to 
thousands of poor sinners throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, and whose 
great usefulness, though known to God will 
probably never be fully known _to the pul,lic. 
However, we cannot but beheve that the 
large meetings so recently held in -Speldhurst 
road chapel will go a great way to convince 
the public of the high esteem in which Mr. 
C. W. Banks is still held by the Strict Bap
tist body. 

THE FIRST DAY'S CONFERENCE. 

On the morning of Monday, June 5, 
though the weather appeared somewhat 
stormy, several friends were seen wending 
their way towards the neat and comfortable 
sanctuary in Speldbur,;t road, with eagerness 
of purpose to hear some of the precious 
" things which accompany salvation." And 
we are glad to learn that God was there, and 
many souls were blest. 

The ministerial brethren noticeable at in
tervals during the six great services were, 
T. Austin, C. W. Banks, R. Y. Banks, T. 
Stringer, S. Cozens, C. Cornwell, R. G. 
Edwards, J. Griffith, J. H. Lyon, E. Lang
ford, J. Inwards,J. Vaughan,J. Bonney, R. 
C. Bardens, W. Beddow, Burgess, Burbridge, 
M. Branch, W. Winters, H. Myerson, J. 
Parnell, G. Reynolds C. Z. Turner F. 
Wheeler, J. Wheeler, N. Oakey, J. Mayhew, 
G. Baldwin, A. Hall, C. Holton,-Kemp, of 
Banbury; F. Green, and others; James 
Mote, Esq., Mr. R. Banks, Mr. Webb, and 
Mr. Wild, took part in the services. 

After prayer and supplication to the Lord 
for a blessing to rest upon the dav's proceed
ings, Mr. Burbridge, of Plymouih, spoke on 
"Paul's Prayer, as recorded in Phil i. 9." 
Mr. John Vaughan who presided over the 
meeting, gave a very suitable and instructive 
address on" The Christian's Fellowship with 
the Saviour's Sufferings." A hymn ha,•ing 
been sung, Mr. W. Beddow said a few good 
things respecting "Godly fear which is 
better than the fear which bath torment." 
And Mr. J. Parnell, of Plumstead tabernacle, 
brought up the rear of the mol'DiDfl service 
with some excellent thoughts on the 'Subject 
and aim of the Gospel minister.'' A hymn 
and the benediction concluded the morning 

service. The friends were then publicly in
vited by the pastor of the Church to partake 
of a very substantial repast provided in the 
vestry on the voluntary principle, and it need 
hardly be said that several Chn~tian friends 
availed themselves of the favourable oppor
tunity to satisfy the cravings of nature while 
peace and happiness ruled in the midst. 

As the day advanced the attendance grew 
stronger. Hymn 140. 

"Awake sweet gratitude and sing 
The ascending Saviour·s love." 

commenced theaftermon service. Mr. Th'l,, 
Austin addressed the .throne of grace: Mr. 
Webb, deacon of Plumstead tabernacle, was 
called to the chair by the special request of 
the pastor. After a few suitable words on 
"The Things that accompany Salvation," by 
the Chairman, Master Kemp (a youth of 
tender years, from Ban bury) spoke on the 
word "Ebenezer,'' and we could say with 
Paul, let no man despise thy youth, but ow
ing to the prevailing theory of "up and be 
doing," it is desirable that our young friend 
should receive the timely help of some mod
ern sterling Acquila. After a hymn on 
"Christ the good Samaritan,'' Mr. Burgess, 
formerly of W ooburn Green, now of Askett, 
spoke warmly and with beartielt decision on 
the " First fruits of the Spirit; " which was 
followed by a few remarks on " The Sword of 
the Spirit: its internal and external opera
tions," by '.V. Winters. These remarks were 
supplemented by some startling but welJ di
gested thoughts on the great doctrine ol 
"Immortality," by Jlfr. G. Reynolds, which 
appeared to open the channel for a little 
friendly discussion. :!'IIr. C. W. Banks then 
said some" Cheering Words" on tJ,ose that 
feared the Lord, and that thought npon the 
name of Jesus, and the beautiful hymn, com
mencing 

"He that bath Ch1ist by precious faith 
Ha th life for evermore," 

terminated the second service of the day. A 
very seasonable repast, consisting of tea and 
cake, was speedily at command, and enjoyed 
by a great company of friends; and no small 
praise is due to the ladies for the manner in 
which it was sernd up. At half-past six the 
evening service began: Mr. C. W. Banks 
who occupied the chair, gave out with much 
feeling, hymn 746, nod asked ll'Jr. James tu 
pray. 

The Chairman in bis opening address, spoke 
words of comfort to belie\'ers, and dilated 
freely on bis arduous labours in connection 
with the origin and progress of " The 
Earthen Vessel." He then called upon Mr. 
N. Oakey to address tbe friends. Mr. Oakey 
acceded to the request, and spoke at length 
with appareut freedom on spiritual prosperity 
which springs from the glorious 1'riuity iu, 
Unity, for as the work of Cluist is a pros
perous one, so is the Holy Ghost's; and the 
&dversity of the child of God ends iu ever
lasting prosperity. 

Mr. Robert Young Banks of Egerton 
Fostall, brother to Mr. C. W. Banks, spoke 
with gTeat savour on "Prayer a Pril'ile11:e, a 
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Heavenly power in the Church, in the 
Family, and in the Soul.'' The speaker, in 
the course of his remarks, stated that 
he had not been present at any previous 
anniversary of the kind, simply because 
he had not a roving disposition, but was 
happy to have the opportunity of being pre
sent on this special occasion. He expressed 
some ,•ery enco111·aging- truths respecting the 
necessity of family prayer, and begged of 
all parents and heads of falllilies not to neg
lect family worship. He said that about 
twenty-five years ago he was much tempted 
to give up family prayer, but was afterwards 
greatly encouraged to find that one friend 
who had been in his family had been wonder
folly blest in soul through his prayers. This 
special incident of God's p;reat goodness in
spired his heart and led him to express tbe 
words of the preacher (see Eccles. xi. 6): 
" In the morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand : for thou 
knowest not whether shall prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both shall be 
alike good." The venerable speaker had ex
perienced much of the truth of the text since 
the Lorri first called him by Hi$ grace be
tween fitty and sixty years ago. Mr. Pierce, 
oi Raunds, followed with practical remarks 
on prayer, which met the approbation of 
many present ; be also enlarged upon the 
subject of Barnabas and his journey to 
Antioch; how that he saw the grace of God 
and w..,; glad. I. What he saw. I I. What 
he felt. III. What he did (see Acts xi. 23). 

Mr. John Hunt, Lynn, next addressed the 
meeting, on the "orhrin of salvation," God 
so loved the world," &c. The speaker, a man 
of ministerial ability, treated the suhject in 
a masterlv manner, and which desetvered 
to be reported in extenso. Mr. T. Austin 
spoke a few appropriate words on the na
ture of the meeting, and concluderl by wish
ing the Editor and the " Earthen Vessel" 
every pro,perity. Mr. A. Hall next spoke 
on the "name of Jesus." and Mr. G. Bald
win expressed some very great experimental 
truths, tbe earnest of which had been much 
realired during tbe days. Tbe sweet and 
well-known hymn, 

'' All bail the power of Jesus' name!'' 

brought the first day's conference to a close. 

In the afternoon, C. W. Banks again 
presided, having •ung hymn 54 II. Bk. 
(Dr. Watts'•), Mr. Pearce, ot Raunds, en
gRged in prayer, and Mr. J. Parnell read 
Romans v. The chairman favoured the 
R\ldience wit.h a few thoughts of the great 
salvRtion set forth in the Bible. Mr. S. Cozens 
of Willenhall next addressed the meeting in 
a very able manner, on "the glory which 
Christ had with the Father before the world 
was.'• The noble speaker unfolded some 
irreat truths respecting Christ; that He was 
glorified declaratively; the patriarchs saw 
it and was glad. He was glorified prophe
tically and literally in His incarnation when 
the angels sRng· in concert with the heavenly 
host, " Glory to Go~ in the highest." He 
was glorified sacrifiriRlly on the cross when 
He said " It is finished." He was glorified 
triumphantly wben He ascended up on hi11,h, 
and led captivity captive. He was glorified 
ministerially when He was exalted and ex
tolled, Rnd made very high. He was glorified 
as the visible God, the First and the Last, the 
Alpha and the Omega. Mr. Cozens said 
many other precious things relative to the 
Divine character of Jesus, who is very God 
aud very man. 

The hvmn 88, 2 Bk. (Dr. Watts), having 
been sung, Mr. C. Cornwell of Brixton 
Tabernacle spoke many weighty things on 
" The lessons to be learned by Christ's 
ministers lrom Paul's epistles to Timothy and 
Titus." The remarkable passages gathered 
by Mr. Cornwell from these Epistles were as 
interesting as they were spiritually profitable. 

THE SECOND DAY'S CONFERENCE, 

Tuesday, June 6th, the friends again met 
with the apparent expectation of enjoying 
another good day, altho', like most morning 
services, the attendance was very limited, 
imt greatly increased later in the day. 
After a hymn and prayer, Mr. Sack was de
•ired to speak. He acr.ordingly did so, and 
was followed by Mr. C. Z. Turner, who 
purported to speak on an important subject, 
namely " How can we scripturally help 
young ~en in the ministry 1" Mr. C. W. 
Banks oupplemented, with some practical 
observations, the speech of the last mentioned 
speaker, and gave out one of Dr. Dod
dridge's best hymns (663), by which time 
dinner was prepared, free of charge to all 
who eould not afford to pay. 

Mr. R. C. Bardens, of Hayes Tabernacle, 
was the next speaker, whose subject was 
based upon one of the sweetest chapters in 
the sacred volume (:lol. Song vi.) "Who is 
she that looketh forth as the morning?" 
The speaker Rppeared at home in hi.• sub
ject, and was very encouraging to the tri«:d 
children of God-those who are counted lair 
and without spot by the whole Deity itself. 
Mr. Barden spoke also of Mary at the feet 
of Jesus, and Stephen a man full of the Holy 
Ghost, as part of the one Chnrch char,,c
terized in the text. A very large number of 
friends sat down to tea, and after doing j us
tice to themselves and lo the good thing• of 
this world, the last of the six great services · 
was commenced by singing. W. Winters 
prayed. The chair was occupied part of 
the evening by J. Wild, Es11., who retired 
shortly after making a suitable speech. 
Ja mes Mote, Esq. presided for a brief space 
of time, and having made some very excellent 
remarks on the ohject of the meeting in 
coujun~tion with the ardent labours of the 
pastor as Editor of the " Earthen Vessel,'' 
vRcated his seat, which was once more ably 
filled by Mr. Robert Banks, who is well 
known in the worlil of typography. Mr. 
Bonney wR• the first speaker of the evening. 
HL! Rubject, "The penalties and pleasures of 
an itinerant in the Gospel, was handled by 
him in quite a technical and highly praise
worthy manner. Mr. Thomos Stringer, who 
ma) well be cla .. sified as the modern Boaner
gea followed Mr. Bonney in his usual mas
terly and sweeping style, which appeared to 
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add vigour to his subject. And really no 
subject could be more congenial to the •pi
ritual and physical constitution of a genume 
"son of thunder," than that whicli Mr. 
Stringer so freely and powerfully dilated 
upon, "The faith onee delivered to the 
saints," and how we are to contend for it. 
Mr. J. Inward, ol Irthlingborough, gave 
some very practical and wholesome advice on 
the subject of " a country pastor's life and 
labour in the Gospel," which will be remem
bered with pleasure by many for years to 
come. Mr. R. Banks spoke briefly on being 
promoted to the chair, and gave out that 
beautiful hymn, commencing-

" 0 for a bright celestlsl ray, 
To bear our thoughts and souls away." 

Mr. R. G. Edwar~s of Silver street, Not
ting Hill Gate, followed with a few appro
priate and telling words on " A crum h lrom 
the first volume of the 'Earthen Vessel, 
in 1845." Mr. H. Myerson spoke with a 
stentorian voice some ble.•sed fundamental 
truths on an important topic which interests 
more or less all honest and faithful Christians 
in the days in which we live, " Why are the 
doctrines of Election and predestination so 
much rejected by professors of the Gospel? " 
Mr. Myerson showed himself to be a work
man that needeth not to be ashamed. Would 
that there were manv more such in the so
called Churches of truth around us. Mr. E. 
Langford spoke with power and sweetness on 
•• the Spirit of the Lord." But time which 
winds up all temporal enjoyment necessitated 
each speaker to be exceedingly brief. Mr. 
J. Griffith, we were sorry to see, was pressed 
for time in speaking of "God's temple and 
priesthood." His words, however, were few 
and sweet. Other speakers followed, and 
Mr. Cornwall concluded with prayer the 
second day's conference of Strict Baptist 
Ministers in Speldhurst road chapel, South 
Hackney. W. WINTERS. 

Waltham Abbey. 

CRANFIELD, BEDS. 

THE OLD MAN AND THE PARSON. 

Both Baptist Churches in this place have 
been favoured. In the old cause, Clement 
Bailhache has been giving anniversary ser
mons; and in the new chapel, young William 
Beddow has been preaching to very many 
anxious seekers. Praise unto our God, we 
have signs of life in some parts of EnJZland 
yet! On one occasion, alter preaching in 
the Old chapel for the late Thomas Owen, 
we fell into converse on fellowship with the 
saints. "Well," said Mlll'ter OwPn, "I 
was once coming home from preaching in a 
village, nnd as I walked along the road a 
dirty looking man would come talking to 
me. I felt a terrible dislike to him on ac
count of bis slovenly appearance, but I 
could not shake l,im off. At last he began 
to open bis heart to me, tellinl!' me so 
solemnly how, in seasons of soul-di~t, ess, 
the Lord appeured unto and for him ; and," 
(continued Mr. Owen to me), "as the old 

man went on, I lost all sight of his dirty 
appearance, and my heart became •o knit to 
Christ in the old man'• heart, that instead of 
wishing him gone, I felt I could have taken 
him into my arms and kissed him." That 
conversation with old pastor Owen in the 
Cranfield Baptist parsonage, I have never 
forgotten. Many very pious Christian 
folks hate some of their brethren because of 
some evil tiding• published concerning them. 
If all who profes.s to know and Jove the 
Saviour's name, could often meet together 
experimentally to expound David's words: 
" Come and bear all ye that fear God, and 
I will tell you what He bath done for my 
soul." If this l'aul and Barnaba.• benevo
lence (Acts ix. 27) could be more faithfully 
followed out, we should be more united. In
stead of thi•, .we hold many in suspicion, 
whose consciences and characters should be 
examined, and if, in their ca.•e, cleansing, 
consistency, and communion with a Triune
Jehovah could be proved to exist, we should 
esteem them very highly in love for their 
works' sake, and because the Lord bath 
blessed them. Bedfordshire is noted for s<>me 
old Baptist churches. Bunyan-Meeting· 
dates 1650; Cranfield Old Baptist church 
began in 1660 ; but our new cause in 
Mount Zion in Church-End originated 
nearly thirty years since. Is it correct that 
in thirty years their membership is only 16? 
Mr. N's "Thought,;••-" Wily? "-are in 
abeyance. · 

C. W. B. 

POTTON, BEDS.-BA.PTIST CHAPEL. 
Our reporter inlorms us that the usual 
annual services held in the above chapel last 
month were of a very cheering charaeter, 
three Gospel trumpeters being engaged in 
"discoursing sweet music" to poor sinners. 
who "know the joyful sound " of eternal 
salvation through Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. Two ol these royal heralds being 
listened to with much interest, profit, and 
pleasure. A very practical discourse was 
delivered by Mr. H. from the words," Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
ol turning" (James i. 17). Practieal Anti
nomianism will find no favour at bis hands, 
for heartily does He believe and teach that 
the high and precious d~ctrines ol sovereign 
grace, should lead to bumble and holy livin~ 
before God and man. Oh, bow sweet and 
powerful are the constraints of Divine lo\"e 
upon the heart! The Lord give us to sbew 
our faith by our works, and to lay ourselves 
out continually for His dear truth and 
praise. 

SPELDHURST ROAD.-Corresponden! 
says, Mr. Robert Young Banks, pastor of 
Egerton Fostall, gave us two lovely ser
mons on two lovelv texts on June 11. The 

r.eople were cheered. The first was, " We 
ove Him because He first loved us." 

The second was on " Christ washing and 
wiping His disciples' feet." We have had 
high days at South Hackney lately. 
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SHEERNESS, MINSTER, THE CHE
QUERS, &c.-A fine sea-side walk this 
May 31, 1876, furnished good season for 
reflection on the past thirty years of gospel 
(?) work in these sections of the Sheppy 
islands. When a man has occupied the hig·h 
place of a minister of Christ for a long 
period; has succeeded in decreasing, dividing, 
distressing, and severely censuring almost 
all who use the Saviour's name1 it becomes 
a serious qu~stion whether tne Eternal 
Spirit ever said, "Separate this man unto 
Me for the work whereunto I have called 
him.'' To his one Master be standeth or 
falleth, but between preaching an eternal 
salvation as the outcome of the everlasting 
love of the Almighty Father, as the result of 
a Mediator's substitution, and as precious 
fruit of the regenerating and revealing work 
of the Holy Spirit ; bet\\·een the faithful pro
clamation of mercy's eompassion, and a con
tinual wrangling and hard disputation, there 
is a difference to an awful extent. 

SHEPPY ISLE is l'ich in interest. Its 
Queenborough is at length beginning to 
a wake ; Bluetown looks clean ; Sheerncss
on-tbe-Sea is beautifully marine-like; the 
walk by the sea wall to Minster is a treat. 
East Cb urch is a quiet rural village, and the 

scenery and views in summer are enervating. 
Tet here a Gospel trumpet lays almost silent. 

SITTINGBOURNE, Kent. - May 31, 
18i6. Wbilewaitinghereforthe London !rain, 
one thinks ot good brother Wm. Drake, who 
has resided in this town very many years; 
a scholar, a truthful minister, of good re
pute and vet never could raise up a Cb urcb 1 
nor gather up a flock. What spiritual ana 
men ta! martyrs are the best of men ! 

Who can these deeps explore? 
What doth binder! The want of a popular 
gilt ? Ah ! gifts make room for many, where 
grace did not always reign. That fact few 
observationists will dare to deny. 

A.t Sittlngbourne, In years gone by, 
A. certain man did preach.

They called him Dr Marsb,-
A.nd o~ would he In Canterbury teacb, 

What hosts of men on earth I've known 
Who sung and prayed and heard 

The Go,pel news declared, 
but they have put off their harness, and 
have 11.ed; yet still the cause goes on. 

ENGLAND'S GARDEN, ZION'S 
GRAVE.-HOLBORN's VIADUCT.-May 
31, 18i6. l'be lovely month of blossom
blowing, of grass-growing, ~nd of ~
sowing is just putting its mght-cap on, 
and going to sleep for eleven long months. 
Wbo of us shall see another May day, 
•cannot be now written with any certainty. 

"Beyond these lower F-kies 
No killing wtnds do blow; 

The hills In splendour rise ; 
The saints In knowledge grow," 

~, Thc·re everlatiting t-tprlng abides, 
And never-wlthertng floweri;; 

Death like a narrow sea divides, 
That hc·avenJy land from ours." 

When shall we there behold the Mighty 
Prince of Pea~e 7 Holborn Viaduct has 
buried the valley and levelled the hill ; now 
a new scene arises. "A third (single) fot· 
Sheerness" !l'ives me a right to travel from 
Holborn Viaduct to Slieppy's little isle, 
whither hope anticipates fellowship with our 
Lord's jewels almost hidden. 

The progress of improvement is strikingly 
visibleon HolbornViaduct, where thi~journey 
commences; but spiritual Gospel or charitable 
advancement is not so visible in old Zion 
chapel, Sheerness, near to which my journey 
may end-at least, this day. 

There was a time when Sbeerness had a 
family who worshipped God in spirit and in 
truth; but neither Cornelius, Merrett, 
Plyer, or any of the long rcll of supplies, 
ever did much toward extending this visible 
encampment. 

"Zion," indeed! A name which men oft 
give to places who do no honour to it. 
We are losing chapels and ministers too, be
cause the company to which they fly has 
monetary power, and some strong pres
tige beside. The unintentional founders of 
that "limited," yet wide-spreading section! 
were godly, gracious, devoted, and powel'lu 
men ; original in the main, holy and honest, 
as all God-sent ministers ever must be ; yet 
the Churches tell us they look in vain for 
their successors. They have a secular leader, 
with two useful adjuncts-riches, and a hard 
determination. Under such a banner, with 
such a keen politician, many poor fellows 
gladly find patronage; but where can we 
look for the positive proofs that saving 
mercies attend their mercies? 

WHITESTONE. - Our annual tea for 
incidental expenses was held on Monday, 
June the 12th. The weather was all that 
could be desired, and the number of friends 
present exceeded our expectations. A meet
mg was afterwards held, when addresses 
were given by the pastor, presidinir; Mr, 
S. Banks of London; Mr. Mudge of Fown
hope; Mr. Field of Ledbury, with evident 
appreciation. J. W. CARTER. 

BANBURY, OXON.-The new Baptist 
chapel is "bound to be erected now." We 
hope the Lord's band is in the movement. 
We will (n.v.) do our utmost to help them. 
If those of the Lord's people who believe 
Christ's instituted ordinances, though in no 
wise saving, are tests of the obedience of 
a loving faith, then they must faithfully set 
up their banners. Open communion is the 
first step in the wrong direction. We dare 
not wink at it. We write honestly in the 
sight of God. 

BERMONDSEY.-Our Sunday school 
anniversary yesterday, at Lyn ton road was a 
great success. Attendance good; best col
lel'tion we ever bad since the formation of 
the school. Singing first-rate. All this is 
encouraging. 
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CARLTON, BEDS.-BAPTIBTCHAPEL. 
On Sunday, Moy 21, special services were 
held on hennlf of the Sabbath school con
nected with this pince; two sermons being 
preached on the occnsion by Mr. R. Bax, of 
St. Neots; the morning conl('regation being 
large and attentive, anu in the evening many 
hundreds were present, completel_y filling the 
capacious build1Dg, and overflowmg into the 
aisles nml schoolroom. Very solemn and 
soul-stirring was the ,ight, and service in 
the evening, and many realised the gracious 
presence of the Lord in their midst. " Poor,. 
ID this world, but "rich in faith,'' ns very 
many of the saints are at Carlton and its 
neighbourhood; yet it is a highly favoured 
•pot, and where the Lord has many whom 
' He loves," and_ hence He has jl'iven them 
a labourious and useful servant ID the Gos
pel, in the person of Mr. Jno. Juli. It is 
plensant also to add that several have lately 
been added to the Church by baptism, and on 
the whole everything among them bespeaks 
a healthy state of things. Surely this is 
matter for devout gratitude when so many 
causes are" languishing," or conforming to 
the ~pirit of the age (1 John ii. 18, 19). 

FLEET, Rants. - Anniversary services 
in connection with the Baptist cause were 
held on Wednesday 7th. The Rev. John 
Vaughan of Hackney, preached two excel
lent sermons in Fleet Pond chapel, which 
was well filled on both occnsions, especially 
in the evening. The tea in Hope chapel wns 
quite a success. The chapel would not 
accommodate_ all, but the fine weather 
favoured those who partook of the refresh
ing beverage outside. 

Jonx YOUNG, Poster. 

CROYDON.-BAPTIST CHAPEL, TAM
WORTH ROAD.-The anniversary services 
were held on Wbit-Tuesday. Three ser
mons were preached,-morning, Mr. J. Box, 
on Luke xvii. 21, 2-2, "Behold the kingdom 
of God is within you. And He said unto 
His disciples, the days will come when ye 
shall desire to see one of the dais of the Son 
of man, and ye shall not see it.' Afternoon, 
Mr. Kern on Psalm cxxvi. 5, "They that 
sow in tears shall reap in .joy." Evening, 
Mr. Anderson, Isa. xxv. 8, " He will swal
low ue death in victory; and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from all laces ; and 
the rebuke of His people shall He take 
away from off all the earth; for the Lord bath 
spoken it." The day was fine; congrega
tion better than it has been for years ; the 
very comfortable school-room was so com
pletely packed at tea time that some friends 
had to make use of the chupel. We hear 
there are several coming out of the congre
gation to declare themselves on the Lord's 
side, and1put Him on by baptism. We hope 
the Lord may ~peedily send them a pastor, 
who may not only be the means of leeding 
the flock of Ood, but also of ingathering 
those who are afar off; and this cause may 
increase so that the Church will have to 
cry,'' Give to us room that we may dwell." 
Amen. 

IVYBRIDGE.-Monday, June 12, 1876. 
After two happy services at How street, 
Plymouth,yesterday, our deservedly-esteem
ed brother Westaway and myself set off for 
lvybridge ; and in the first chapel ever 
built for the late Arthur Triggs, we had a 
service of praise,lrayer, and speaking from 
Psalm cxix., " ook Thou upon me; and 
be merciful unto me; as Thou usest to do 
to those that Jove Thv name." Some cheer
ful friends ~ave me encouragement, as hav
ing read 'The Vessel,'" and sometimes 
found honey therein; so with a thankful 
heart returned again to Plymouth. The 
Lord has a people in them western climes; 
they rejoice in the truth of the Gospel, and 
they know the l:laviour's voice. " Blessings 
for ever on the Lamb." But when Arthur 
smote Joseph R., saying, "I will have 
nothing to do with the Waterman," 
Arthur's blow fell back upon himselt; he 
never recovered. Henry Fowler and David 
Denham, as well as Arthur Triggs, were 
useful ministers in Ivybridge once, but we 
have no minister there now. John Wesley 
and his immense paper mill occupy nearly all 
the ground. From the great orator down 
to the weakest ranter, all are smiting truth; 
and, alas! she is deeply wounded in the 
home of her friends (,o called). When we 
write all we see here in these towns, it will 
not be very pleasant. 

ST. IVES, H UNTil.-BAPTIST CHAPEL. 
Our anniversary services this year were ex
ceedingly good-numerically, financially, 
and spiritually-tor which we praise the 
" Fount of every ble&•ing," still press on in 
faith and hope, and look up for the benedic
tion of heaven. Very sweetly and in much 
Gospel liberty did Mr. Hazelrigg discourse to 
the saiuts of the privilege and power of 
prayer, and the grace and glory ol God's 
salvation which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
In the evening the place was again crowded 
to listen to the devout and godly Tryon, of 
Market Deeping, who was much farnured 
in his experimental exposition of a portion of 
the sacred Word. Cheering and strengthen
ing, God-glorifying, and soul-edifying such 
services really are, and while there is so much 
in the churches to deplore, yet we are thank
ful to know that there are " lamps" which 
still "shine" with the "light" of heaven, 
and "salt •• that has not lost its "savour·, of 
grace and spirituality. Brother Haynes 
grows in usefulness and acceptance. 

ST. NEOTS, HU .'iTS. - BAPTIST 
CHAPEL. The many Christian friends to 
whom the St. Neots is interesting by reason 

.of their great love to the late George 
Murrell, will be glad to learn that the 
anniversary services of the above chapel held 
on Tuesday, June 13, were seasons of re
freshing grace from the presence of the Lord, 
and were more numerously attended than was 
anticipated. "Truly the Lord is good, aud 
doeth good."' The sermons were preached by 
those highly la\'oured Gospel ministers, 
Hazelton, of London, and Atkinson, of 
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Brighton. Consolation and instruction are 
the words we should choose to represent the 
character of the afternoon and evening dis
courses. The texts were Psa. cxli 8: "Leave 
not my s-~ul destitute;" and 1 Kin~ xviii. 
44: " And it came to pass at the seventh 
time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a 
little cloud out of the sea, like a man·s hand." 
We bless our good anrl g·racious God for His 
acts of loving-kindness, and our brethren for 
their serdces. 

BL UN HAM, BEDS. -BAPTIST 
CHAPEL. DEAR SrR,-We have hut little 
to report to you respecting our anniversary 
services this year, tor we have become both 
few anrl feeble, and we scarcely know how 
matters will be with us in the near future. 
Our !!,'OOd brother Haynes, of St. Ives, was 
our preacher this year, anrl !!,'ave us the best 
he <'ould bring forth from the sacred treasury 
of God's Word, and we trust his labours 
were not in vain. Our eart.hly props are 
being taken away, some of them to become, 
we trust, pillars in the •'temple" above, but 
our covenant God will still pro1·ide for those 
that dwell on this side Jordan. May 
this be the reward of the Editor and bis 

HuMBLE CORRESPONDENT. 
June, 1876. 

GREAT GRANSDEN, HUNTS.-

hundreds of thousands 'of papers, tracts, &c 
Good is done in a silent way. Sermons and° 
addresses were given hy brethren Clase, F 
Collins, C. W. Banks, and others. A bosi 
of dear children gave recitation~, and hymns 
exceedingly correct and admirable. In the 
congregation we noticed officers of army 
and navy ; Father Easterbrook, and a host 
of friends. It was a preciou~ little heaven 
on earth. John Bird would like to see the 
descriptive address on Ebenezer and its 
parsons in " Earthen Vessel." 

BRADFORD-ON-AVON. 
BEARFIELD BAPTIST CHPEL.-The an~ 
niversary of the above chspel on Lord's day, 
May 7, 1876, when three sermons were 
preached by S. Littleton, ol Frome. On the 
following day a public tea, well attended. 
The meeting after was presided over by S. 
Littlebon, who spoke at some length of the 
strug!!,'les the cause had eodured, but still 
could raise another Ebenezel'. They bad been 
well-supplied with men of truth, and in the 
past year he had the pleasure of baptizing 
three persons in the River Avon who bad 
been brought to know the Lord through the 
ministry of the Word. The meeting was 
addressed by J, Littleton, of Bath ; G. 
Stevens; G. Grist, and J. Jones, of Trow
bridge, and W. Gibbs. The services were 
all well attended. 

CORNW ALL.-We were obliged to de~ 
fer our visit to New Quay, until a future 
time. As t,rother Pappin is now preach
ing to them lor a time, we hope the Lord 
will favour us to see the Church ~nee more 
hopefully settled with prospects of growth 
in every sense. 

BAPTIST CHAPEL. On Tuesday, June 6, 
the usual anniversary services of the above 
chapel were holden, on which occasion Mr. 
John Hazelton, of London, was the preacher. 
The attendance this year was scarcely so 
larg-e a~ on some former oecasioof,:, owing- to 
the Whitsuntide and Bank holidays falling 
the same week, and in addition to this cir
C'umstance, many of the friends were 
necessarily detaioed through the military DEVONPORT-June 13. We had ser. 
exercises of the Duke of Manchester's vice in Mount Zion this evening. Mr. 
mounted volunteers happening on the same Dickenson, the successor of Mr. J. Vaughan 
day. However, it was emphatically "a is esteemed here for truth's sake. About200 
good day." In the afternoon the preacher assembled this evening to hear the Word. 
discoursed very feelingly and sweetly from Wednesday morning, June U, at eleven1 
the words," I will help thee" (Isa xli. 14); service in late Dr. Babb's chapel. I baa 
and in the evening we were fa,·oured with a fiood time; same evening, in Mr. Collins's 
powel'lul and unctuous sermon from the ' Corpus Cliristie." I felt much liberty in 
words, " We have thought nf Thy loving- preaching from Heh. x. Six times, since 
kindnes.•, O God, in the midst of Thy temple" Sund_ay morning have I been helped to speak 
(P,a. xlviii. 10). Sacred indeed are the joys of Him whom my soul loveth. C. W. B. 
of God's saints when thev can see His I 
goings in the sanctuary, and realise their m.eafl.s, 
peN.onal and eternal iuterest in Jehovah's O' ~ 
great an<l glorious salvation. Our esteemed 
brother Kh,g, the pastor, still lives in the I 
esteem of the p€0ple, and may he long con
tinue so to do. 

STONEHOUSE, DEVON.-A corres
pondent says, Ebenezer Chapel presented a 
lively •c•·ne, on Sunday and Monday, June 
18 and 19, when Sunday sehool anniversary 
services were celebrated. Charles Trego, E&J., 
and l,is fellow-labourers have raised the 
0<•11001 to a high degree of talent in melody. 
A first-class leader, and a fine young man, 
mo,t devoted, assuperintendentwhoreally has 
rendered incalculaole service to children and 
parent,;. Mr. Charles 'l'rego scatters abroad 

On May 281 at his residence, Turnham Green, 
Mr. A. B. Voysey, aged 62. Many years deacon 
at Mr. ParsonB, Brentford. 

On June 18, W. L. Hall, of Kennington. For 
sometime precentor at lf..r. Cornwall's Brixton. 

:llnrriagu. 
On June a, at the Surrey Tabernacle, Harold 

Cooper, to Catherine Jo.ne Cooper (of New Zea .. 
land), by Mr. Thos. Stringer. 

On June 3, at the Congregational Church, 
Upper Lewisham Road, by Mr. J. S. Ande1•,oli, 
of Deptford, Ebenezer1 second son of the lu.te 
Mr. William Holywau, of London, to Lucy 
Ma.ria, eldet:.t daughter of Mr. C'he.rleB Spencer, 
of Lewii:1ha.m. 



!\tr. JolJn Jf ortman's ~utttasor, 
G. W. SHEPHERD. 

AFTER a few years of anxiety and prayer, one of our leading 
Churches in the metropolis has received, recognised, and settled 

a pastor to take the oversight of the bereaved flock. ln care
fully reviewing the narrative of Mr. Shepherd's experience, our faith in 
that special promise of God is comfortably confirmed-" And I will 
give you pastors according to Mine heart, which shall feed you with 
knowledge and understanding" (J er. iii. 15). It is agreed, on all hands, 
that this part of J eremiah's prophecy has peculiar reference to Gospel 
times; consequently, an evangelical spirit runs through the whole of it; 
and from the statements given of Mr. Shepherd's success in gathering 
souls, one feature in the Lord's promise by Jeremiah has been abun
dantly sustained; that is, ip. the increase of the Church. There are 
three parts in that prophecy:-( 1.) The beginning is of God, and appears 
small-" I will take you one of a city and two of a family, and I will 
bring you to Zion." (2.) The provision-" And I will give you pastors," 
&c. We reflect upon the few years which have fled away, and we 
remember how, in beautiful order, God has continued to make this 
provision, in raising up-not from colleges, not from academies ( although 
against them we write nothing unkind; how far the Lord's hand is in 
the working of those seminaries we dare not attempt to decide )-but by 
His own silent, certain, gradual, and powerful manner: He e,idently 
raised up such men as John Keble, John Martin, W. Williams, James 
Wells, G. Comb, John Stevens, John Foreman, Samuel Milner, George 
Wyard, and others, who, in our own times, had their day, did their work, 
and are gone home. .And now, many years after some of us had suffered 
and laboured, with pains and pleasures intermingling, a poor little boy comes 
into the world, in an obscure corner of this immense metropolis, and, in a 
short period, is led, instructed, qualified, prepared, manifested, honoured, 
and, in the commencement of man's prime, is established as a minister 
of Christ's Gospel over one of the most esteemed Churches of Bible truth 
in the centre of London's aristocratic circles. We write not to the praise 
of any man; we know nothing of this under-shepherd, only from his 
own and. other people's statements. But his testimony, his success, his 
gifts, his acceptance by the Churches, all sweetly constrain us to praise 
the Lord our God, who doth so wonderfully w9rk, and so sovereig_nly 
appear in fulfilling His promises to His Zion, that, with our heartily
beloved Thomas Stringer (in his VO'lce of Melody), we can cry out-

" Arise, my soul, and siog' 
This note among the rest ; 

The Church, in Christ, her King, 
From everlasting blest. 

Of all He has she stands in need, 
And io Him she is bleat indeed." 

VOL. XXXII. .AUGUST, 1876.] Q 
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Connected with the Gospel prophecy in Jeremiah, to which we 
hare referred, there is (8.) the ernngelical, the merciful, the emu
passionate Spirit of the Lord toward His people. He sets forth, in 
plain terms, the treacherous, fallen, obstinate, and even self-justifying 
conduct of iniquitous Judah. But, saith Jeremiah," The Lord said 
unto me, Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, 
Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord, and I will not cause 
Mine anger to fall upon ycu, 

FOR I AM MNRCIFUL, 

saith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever!" 
We cannot resist the strong feeling prompting us to call upon our 

pastors, our ministers, our Churches, our deacons, yea, we call upon all 
who lo,e our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth, unitedly to pray 
for this spirit of reconciliation and restoration toward all who, in heart 
and life, fear and ser-e the Lord our God. Let unhallowed prejudices 
die out, let all bitter party-spirit cease. Let us all seek for grace to 
cast aside those self-righteous rags which many, even of our ministers 
and Churches, have dressed themselves in; and, for Jesus Christ's dear 
name sake, let us wear, let us walk in, and practically manifest that 
saving grace which has been so freely bestowed upon us. We ask these 
things for no secular, for no personal ends; we ask for no _patronage 
from any pastor or people on the earth; we cringe to no man; we see 
pastors and people walking in pride; and fully believe Samuel Milner's 
hard saying to have some truth in it, that " Idleness and pride make 
more ministers than the Holy Ghost." Nevertheless, we never will treat 
either young men harshly, poor men contemptuously, nor fallen men 
uncharitably. Our almighty Lord bas employed us, in a small way, to 
encourage some young men, and they have grown up, and left us behind. 
We have helped some poor men, and we have plenty of that work still. 
We have done all we dared to do to raise up fallen men, when and 
where we could hope the life of God, the faith of Jesus, and a broken 
heart for sin was in them. We fear there are some awful characters, 
even now, in the ministry; and we desire to be more careful, lest any 
one should be led to suppose we belong to the class Mr. Shepherd thought 
he saw in Gravesend, who Mr. Alderson would call" Antinomians.'' 
Before a holy and heart-searching God we can declare, like our Lord, 
in our small degree, we desire to be "going about doing good," and 
doing evil nowhere. Like Paul, we would "put on," first, "the whole 
armour of God," that we may stand against the wiles of the devil; and, 
secondly, " as the elect of God," we would "put on " (holy and beloved) 
" bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long 
suffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, even as 
Christ forgave you (brethren), so also do ye.'' Amen. · 

We have two reports of Mr. Shepherd's recognition. We give part 
of both, and the reporters' names. That our Lord may long spare and 
bless the newly-elected pastor of Mount Zion, is the prayer of the 

EDITOR OF THE "EARTHEN V.l!lSSEL," 

RECOGNITION AT MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, HILL STREET, 
DORSET SQUARE. 

BY w. WINTERS, WALTHAM ABBEY. 

Without exaggeration, one might justly assert, from the extemal 
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appea1:anee of thi~gs at Mount Zion Chapel o?- ·! nly. 11, that everything 
was said and done m the most peaceful and Chnst1an-hke manner possible, 
calculated to leave an impression on the minds of those privileged to be 
present, which time will never eradicate. Serviee commenced in the 
morning at eleven. Mr. George Webb read and prayed. A hymn being 
sung, Mr. J. S. Anderson ascended the pulpit, and preaehed a very soul
reviving sermon from Acts xx. 28 :-" Take heed therefore unto your
selves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the Chuch of God, which He hath purchased with 
His own blood."-He noticed 

I. The people referred to. II. The purchase. III. The blood. 
Mr . .Anderson narrated several practical things gathered, from very 

homely incidents in connection with a shepherd and his sheep, which 
could not fail to be instructive and helpful to the exercised soul. He re
marked that one sheep does not constitute a flock, nor a thousand sheep, 
if scattered abroad; but a flock of sheep, in the strict sense of the term, 
is a number brought into a specified compass, and under certain control 
of the shepherd. A. flock of sheep cannot long exist without the help of 
a shepherd, and if one go astray it will not return till brought home by 
the shepherd. With sheep there is association and dependence manifest. 
No one ever heard of wild sheep, although there are wild goats in abun
dance. The speaker dwelt at length on the nature of the Church of God, as 
being distinct from the world; and that grace had not done much for a 
person who put his or her religion on with the Sunday dress, and lived 
-all the week in the world; for the kingdom of Christ ever remains distinct 
from the kingdom of the world. The speaker observed, in the second 
part of his discourse, that the fulness of God's love was seen on the cross, 
there the justice of God appeared inflexible; His righteousness remained 
unsullied, and His Divine love shone in full blaze: 

"0, for such love, let rocks and hills 
Their lasting silence break." 

In the third and last part of the sermon, the preacher spoke of the 
provisions of the Gospel, expressive of the fact that if the shepherd does 
not feed he cannot feed the flock ; hungry sheep never rest or lie down 
till brought into the green pastures of Gospel rest. In speaking also of the 
pastor-elect, he remarked that evidently the Holy Ghost had made him 
an overseer, and it was the happiness of the Church to receive him as the 
gift of the Holy Ghost-a real blessing from God. Hymn 771 given 
out by Mr. Evans closed the morning service. · 

In the afternoon Mr. Kern read Psa. exxii. and offered prayer; Mr. J. 
Curtis conducted the praise; after which Mr. Shepherd, the pastor, 
entered the pulpit and related his call by grace. A.lmost every minuti~ 
of his life-story was given in a graphic and telling manner, which 
moistened the loving eyes of many of the earnest admirers of the great 
truths of God. .And thoucth every godly child's experience is peculiar to 
himself, yet there is a chtin of evide°:ce in a!l '!hich uni~~s t~e whole 
Church elect into one common bond of holy affection, and which eter
nity cannot erase." The warm and nervous style of the speaker, as he 
narrated some of the most touching and delicate movements of his earlier 
days, displayed the honesty of his mind, purely characteristic of the im
mortal lines of Addison :-
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"When in the slippery paths of youth 
With h~edless steps I ran, 

Thine arm unseen conveyed me safe, 
And led me up to man." 

The speaker first saw the light of d.ay in the year 1846, in an humble 
room in No. 24, Little Bell Alley, Moorgate Street, London. And ou 
that memorable day, the only boast of his mother was that a man-child 
was born into the word, for she had not a penny-piece to call her own. 
But how many of the world's brightest men and women have come into 
existence at a time when black and stark necessity have stared them full 
in the face ? apropos the words of Job i. 21. Nevertheless, in many 
cases, the clouds of providence have been beautifully adorned with a 
bright silYery lining, which have been more beneficial to the subject in 
after life than if he or she had been born in the sunlight of the world's 
golden, but dying glories. That it is best to eat the brown bread first, is 
a true proverb which often fell from the lips of the venerable John 
Foreman. 

Though extremely unpropitious were the infant days of George 
Shepherd, yet there was hardly a time within his remembrance that he 
had not thought of the fact that he possessed an immortal soul, bound 
either for heaven or hell; and the sweetness and blessing realised by him 
in reading the "Divine and Moral Songs" of good old Dr. Watts was 
marvellous to relate. At six years of age be was placed in a charity 
school in connection with the Church of England, and in looking back 
he had to bless God for charity schools ; for in that humble seminary of 
learning, he received his first scant pittance of mental culture. 

" Much depends upon the tiller's toil, 
The cultivation, and sowing of the soil." 

At the youthful age of fourteen he left school, and was engaged in 
some menial calling of life for the bread whic;h perisheth. While thus 
engaged, he heard of the staunch CalviniRt preacher, Mr. West, of 
Wincbelsea, who came to preach at St. Barnabas Church in London. 
Master Shepherd went and heard Mr. West, who spoke that evening 
from Eph. i. 4; and as the young lad sat in one corner of the church, the 
minister's eyes seemed appeared ,directed towards him. When the words 
like a thunderbolt came from the lips of the preacher, "Except you are 
predestinated you'll be damned," all young Shepherd's religion seemed 
to be swept away at one stroke. However, he went home in a miserable 
state, and prayed as he had never done before. His soul foundigreat 
comfort in one of Hart's hymns. Shortly afterwards be went one Thurs
day evening to Keppel Street Chapel, and beard Mr. Samuel Milner 
preach from these words "Grieve not _the ??ly Spirit of_God," &c., which 
awakened bis mind ; and under the mmIBtry of this good man, Mr. 
Shepherd was much instructed in the great system of religion. On 
another occasion he heard Mr. Hazelton make a quotation from Toplady's 
hymn, which thoroughly indoctrinated him in t~~ righ~ understanding 
of the truth, and gave him great comfort and spmtual liberty. 

" If Thou haet my discharge procured, 
And freely in my room endured 

The whole of wrath Divine ; 
,Payment God cannot twice demand
First at my bleeding Surety'& hand, 

And then again at mine." 
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On August 30th, 1863, Mr. Shepherd was baptized by Mr. Milner, 
at Keppel Street Chapel, and went on his way rejoicing for some time· 
but, subsequently, great darkness of soul set in, doubts and fears fol~ 
lowed, until hope was almost gone. However, just in the right time, 
the Lord restored to him sweet spiritual happiness, from a sermon by 
his pastor, Mr. Milner, based upon these words, " And it was now dark, 
and Jes~s was not co11;e.'' He went home with a heart full of joy, and 
sang, with untold feelmgs of delight-

"Poor, weak and worthless though I am, 
I have a rich, almighty Friend, 

Jesus, the Saviour, is His name; 
. He freely loves, and without encl." 

For a long time Mr. Shepherd had been exercised about the ministry, 
but feared to divulge the matter to any one; and, singular enough, 1Ir. 
Milner had a secret belief, at the same time, that he would be called to 
the work in due course. But Mr. Milner was a man who would not 
hurry such matters, as he declared on one occasion, that "Idleness and 
pride made more ministers than the Holy Ghost." Mr. Shepherd was 
then engaged in the Baptist Tract Society, Bolt Court, Fleet Street; 
when a young man solicited him to go and preach on a certain Sabbath
day. Mr. Shepherd was taken by surprise, that any one should ask him 
to preach, knowing that he had not made the matter known, although 
he bad had strong desires to go forward in the work, but saw no 
apparent opening before him. He accordingly went at the friend's 
bidding, and preached liis first sermon in Salem Chapel, Hayes, on the 
14th of October, 1867 (being just come of age). His text. was appro
priate to the occasion-" I will go iu the strength of the Lord God; I 
will make mention of Thy righteousness, even of Thine only." Shortly 
afterwards he was invited to preach at Cbesbam and at Gravesend. 
The Church at the last-mentioned place invited him for six months, 
with a view to the pastorate, but he had very grave doubts as to the 
possibility of his holding out so long; however, these doubts gradually 
vanished, as the Lord began to crown his labours with success. Event
ually he became pastor of the Church, and staid five years, during which 
time one hundl"ed and four persons were added to the Church, out of 
which number seventy-three were baptized by Mr. Shepherd. 

Fifteen months ago Mr. Shepherd came to Mount Zion to preach, 
and was invited for a definite period to minister the Word. After 
awhile, he met with serious opposition by several of the old members; 
but how far these brethren and sisters were justified in their opposing 
Mr. Shepherd is best known to themselves. Mr. Shepherd spoke of 
those who had removed on his account with the utmost respect and 
Christian love, which will doubtless meet with its reward. Dnriu_g the 
course of Mr. Shepherd's labours at Mount Zion, sixty-seven belrevers 
have been added to the Church, forty-eight of whom have been ba~
tized by him. Mr. Shepherd having related his call by grace, and !us 
call to the ministry, thought it not necessary _to express the nature of 
the doctrines he intended to preach. This might be looked upon as. a 
serious omission not so much, perhaps, as it regards the Church to 
which he minist;rs as for the satisfaction of strangers who had come to 
witnesR the scene. ' However, as no one was called to ask the." usual 
questions," or to "join hands," the great desidentfum was lost sight of. 
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This is an age for novelty and improvement, but the orlkr of the day can 
lrnrdly be accepted as :rn improvement upon the old and well-worn cus
tom of the vast. Mr. Forman, of March, gave a short address, and con
cluded the meeting A great compa.ny sat to tea. A public meeting 
was convened; Mr. W. Bull presided; Mr. Meeres offered prayer; the 
follo"l'l"ingministers spoke: Messrs. W . .Alderson, J. Box, J. Woodward 
R. E. Scares, P. W. Williamson, C. Masterson, S. Green, J. H'. 
Dearsly, E. Langford, J. Griffith, and G. Webb. Other ministerial 
brethren were present, who appeared to enjoy the services-except, hm,·
e-ver, the eulogistic verbosity so freely expended on the favoured pastor 
elect, "llho must, methinks, have suffered from surfeit; it was felt at times 
by some of the audience to be in no small measure repulsive and devoid 
of good taste. If this is saying too much, the writer offers an apology 
of the most affectionate kind. Notwithstanding this apparent defect, 
the day, on the whole, was, in the highest and best sense, well spent, 
and long to be remembered with feelings of pleasure by 

W. WINTERS, 
Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, July 12th, 1876. 

fMr. William Beddow, as our authorized reporter, bas furnished an elaborate state
ment. We give the following portions, as they either confirm, or more fully 
elucidate the excellent review by brother W. Winters.] 

Mr. G. W. Shepherd gave an account of his call by grace to the ministry, 
and to the present pastorate. He said, "I first saw the light on October 
10th, 1846. My origin was obscure, being born in one of the houses 
of po-verty. My mother had one penny on the day of my birth; this 
scene was repeated frequently. I was of a delicate constitution, nearly 
always ill, but enjoy a moderate amount of health and strength now. 
My parents had been memlJers of a Church, but extreme poverty forms 
an excuse for many things. The influence of my early days has not 
died out. I knew there was a God, that I had a soul, that I must die, 
that there was a day of judgment; these thoughts had a serious influence 
upon my mind. I spent a deal of my time at the house of my grand
mother. She had not much Elympathy with buoyancy of spirit, so that 
I often read books against my inclination. These were Dr. Watts's 
'Di-ine r,,nd Moral Songs,' 'Dairyman's Daughter,' and others. The 
first-named made the deepest impression on my mind; those two hymns 
especially aITested my attention: the one beginning-

" '.A.Jmigbty God, Thy piercing eye 
Strikes through the shades of night, 

And our most secret actions lie 
All open to Thy sight.' 

The other commencing-
'" There is, beyond the sky, 

A heaven of joy and love ; 
And holy children, when they die, 

Go to that world above.' 

These verses followed me when only three or four years old; and although 
I cannot say the Holy Ghost was in these impressions, I should not like 
to say He was not; they tended to mould my character, and I was 
afraid to do things that other children of the same age would do. At 
six years old I was sent to a charity school, in Amwell Street, where I 
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was clothed, and received scraps of knowledge, which was the only 
education I ever had. Here began my first conflict of mind about 
religion. It was a Church of England school, and the master ex
pounded the Catechism, which led me to work to get wages, to be aood 
to get to heaven. I tried, but could not get on; and if one day I ,~oulrl 
get a little better, I should do something wrong before the day was 
over, and then made up my mind to start afresh on the morrow. I had 
snatches of Calvinism at home, and could not put the two toaether. 
Once I was singing- 0 

" 'A charge to keep I have, 
A Goel to glorify, 

A never-dying soul to save, 
.And fit it for the sky' -

which I then thought waH a good hymn; and my father, then passing 
through the room, said, 'If you have your soul to save, it will never be 
done.' When I was fourteen, I had_ to leave school, to get my own 
living, though partly doing so since ten years of age. I heard talk of 
a clergyman, named West, coming to Goswell Road once a month. I 
went to hear him; his text was, 'According as He hath chosen us in 
Him from before the foundation of the world,' &c. His first remark 
was, ' Except you are predestinated, you'll be damned.' I met his 
glance, and it seemed as if he was directing all his remarks at me. He 
turned to one passage after another in his little Testament, and certainly 
proved there waH no salvation apart from election. I could not deny 
it, but did not like it. I went away, feeling low and miserable, with 
my eyes on the ground. There was no hope, I was shut out, and it was 
all over .. I prayed God: if there was a door left, to manifest His mercy 
to me. About this time I was led to visit Keppel Street, on a Thursday 
evening. Mr. Milner read as his text, ' Gneve not the Holy Spirit.' I 
liked the place, and the minister, and my father and mother having 
joined here, l remaine~, and learnt the system of the Gospel. I still 
stumbled at -redemption, thought that though there was an elect, Christ 
might have died for all; till I heard Mr. Hazelton one Sunday morning, 
when he quoted those words of Toplady-

" 'If Thou bast my discharge procured, 
And freely in my room endured 

The whole of wrath Divine, 
Payment Goel cannot twice demand
First at my bleeding Surety's hand, 

.And then again at mine.' 

This took a great effect on my mind, and made it up in relation to the 
great doctrines of the Gospel. I now felt n desire to unite with the 
Church. J always had been a Baptist, for I never could swallow i_nfant 

. sprinkling. About this time Mr. Milner preached on the faith of 
reliance, and the faith of assurance; and said the first was as real as 
the other. I had got the faith of reliance. I proposed myself, and was 
baptized on the 30th of August, 1863, being nearly ~eventeen. I 
could not get certain of my sours salvation, did not enJoy the pea~e 
I wanted, and began to Lhink I had been in too great a hurry m 
joining the Church; there was nothing in the ministry for me. At 
last, one Sunday morning, Mr. Milner spoke from the wor~s, ' And 
it was now dark and Jesus was not come to them.' By tins sermon 
I was led to see' I had been a believer a long time-the difficulty 
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was goue. Going home that evening, thinking of what I had heard 
during the day, and how much of it belonged to me, the light broke 
in, and I sung along the street the hymn commencing- _ 

"' Poor, weak and worthles.s though I am,' &c. 

I began to feel in my mind as if l should like to preach; but as 
my pastor believed idleness and pride made more ministers than the 
Spirit, I kept quiet, for fear he should think it was so in my. case. 
However, he formed the same opinion in his mind, and mentioned it 
to the deacons; they did not see with him, and he determined to 
send rue without them. The deacons from Woolwich called at Bolt 
Court, where I was engaged, and said they thought I could supply 
at Wool wich, the 30th October; I could not decline. Two days 
after, Mr. Curtis called, wishing me to preach at Salem, Hayes, the 
second Sunday in October; so that in Salem my first sermon was 
preached. I was invited to Gravesend, and accepted the pastorate, 
which step I do not regret. During the five years I remained there 
104 persons were added, out of which 73 were baptized. I hear the 
lambs at Gravesend are walking in a godly manner. After a time, 
there appeared at Gravesend an element that Mr. Alderson would call 
the Antinomian element, which was the first thorn I felt in my nest, 
and I am so independent that I will not bow to any Pope's dictum 
under hea-ven. My wife cried on leaving Gravesend, and I felt it much; 
but after being very prosperous, and p::eaching many anniversary 
sermo;:is, my bosom began t~ swell with ambition, and I asked the Lord 
for a larger field of labour. I spoke to some friends of my feelings, and 
Shouldham Street was taken for Thursday evenings, where souls were 
born for God. During my fifteen months' stay here, sixty-seven have 
been added, forty-eight baplized out of these." 

Mr. Shepherd observed, in closing, that the few who could not hear 
him had wisely withdrawn; that there was plenty of room for both, and 
hoped if there was any unkindly feeling betweeI? them, it might soon 
vanish away. W. B.· 

[With comparatively little trouble, Mr. G. W. Shepherd has gained 
a high position in the Christian Church; his success in gathering in has 
been remarkable. No better work can any man spend his life in, when 
God is with him, and Christ all in all to him.-En.J 

MY NAT.AL DAY-JULY 11, 1876. 
"We spend our years as a tale that Is told."-Ps.xc. 9. (A. thing soon done). 

This clay I'm sixty-seven years old; 
How swift tbe wheels of time have roll'd 

Since my last natal day I 
O what a phantom life appears I 
Dayi,;i, week~, and months, and fleeting years 

So rapid glide away. 
Why am I spared? Ah, who can tell? 
0 may It be the praise to swell 

Of ruy Hlgb Priest above. 
To still proclaim His wondrous grace, 
Enjoy, wlth all the chosen race, 

His vast, His boundless love. 
Great God I my heart and soul inspire 
From year to year with strong desire 

To glorify thy name, 
And wben my heart and flesh shall fall, 
May I arrive within the veil, 

With Thee and Thine to reign. 

This world, with all Its transient toys, 
I seek not, but superior joys 

All are my thinking mind. 
'Tls holy, heavenly, things I love, 
And all shall be cnjoy'd above,· 

When earth Is left behind. 
Dear Lord I If 'tls Thy righteous will, 
Another year to spare me still, 

May I more useful be; 
Among Tby saints, and In Thy cause, 
To spread the triumphs of Thy cross, 

Aud give moro praise to Thee. 
My lease of threescore years and ten 
Will soon expire, and then-ah I then

I may be call'd to die. 
And should It be so, all Is well, 
Since I with Jesus hope to dwell 

In realms of bliss on high. 
T. STRINGER, 
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"DRAWN BY THE ETERNAL PEN!" 

FOR days that line ran through me. It spoke strongly of the 
unalterable, the eternal will of God, in which is bound up the 

salvat.ion, the sanctification, the satisfaction, the everything tending to 
the pre-eminently-happy consummation of the whole family of God in 
glory. "The eternal pen'' is a sentence so solemn, that one cannot 
define it.I 

Well,'while, or after, listening to Mr. John Hazelton's sermon on 
"' The pleasure of the Lord prospering in the Redeemer's hands," there 
came into my mind-so exceeding gently and careful-that other rock
like verse-

"Engrav'd as in eternal brass 
The mighty promise shines, 

Nor can the powers of darkness rase 
Those everlasting lines.'' 

All these intensely:strong assertions of the immutability of the almighty 
grace of God, always appear to indicate something terribly dreadful in 
the world, in the Church, in the lives, in the circumstances, and con
sciences of the Lord's people, which would turn His heart away from 
them, were it not that His purpose and grace was set upon, and given 
unto them before the world began; in short, their 

"NAMES WERE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN;" 
and being written by a Hand which is one with the everlastingly-loving 
heart of an immutable Jehovah, and that Hand holding an "eternal 
pen," not all the powers of darkness can rase 

"THOSE EVERLASTING LINES." 
As "strong drink " was commanded to be given unto them that were 
"ready to perish," so "strong meat'' can only be well received, and 
profitably digested, by those whose souls are prepared for the same. 

One verse in Joseph Irons's hymn on the loveliness of the eternal 
Son of God, opened my soul to receive John Hazelton's strong-meat 
sermon-for strong meat it certainly was. This is the verse ( which was 
read out by brother Charles Spencer, with a savoury emphasis in H. 
Hall's chapel):-

"His loveliness has won my heart-. 
Dear Jesus, let us never part; 
fll sound Thy lovely name abroad, 
My altogether lovely Lord !;' 

That was no theory, no speculation, no natural excitement. Jesus is 
lovely! He is altogether so; and by the application, or, rathrr, the 
incoming of the Spirit into my heart, faith, which worketh by love, inly 
realized the truth, and silently sung-

" My altogether lovely Lord.'' 

Between theory and Spirit-wrought experienc~ there may be no seem-ing 
difference but there is a SAVING difference, wide as the poles asstmder; 
but befor~ any souls will be tossed up and down with anxieties to know 
that their 

"NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN," 

they must have discovered, it must have been revealed to them, it must 
R 



288 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

clearly and fully be believed by them; not only that we are all lost in 
the fall, not only that some are finally lost ; but that many who have 
said, "Lord! Lord!" many who have done mighty wol'ks in His name; 
many who have been as angels of light; yea, many who have stood high, 
have fallen fearfully, and not a few are gone for ever. Balaam's visions 
and prophecies, David's dread downfall, Solomon's grandeur and dis
grace, J udas's high office and his end; the overthrow and falling away of 
many we have known; and the occasional lukewarm state which creeps 
over the soul, will cause believers, at times, secretly, violently, and 

ferseveringly to cry out, " Tell me, 0 Thou whom my soul loveth, how 
may know that 

• "MY NAME IS WRITTEN IN HEAVEN." 

"Jealousy is cruel as the grave;" it worketh mischievous fits of 
unbelief; jealousy.is cruel towards others. Do we hear a man extol 
Christ, setting forth His glory, His power, His love, His perfection? 
Does the preacher so commend the Son of God to our hearts, that we 
realize the shedding abroad of the Saviour's love? Ah! then, with some, 
will be found the jealous thought: "All that is only in theory, it is only 
a gifted mind speculating upon the revelations made hy the letter of 
truth.'' Or jealousy may be cruel toward ourselves, secretly calling in 
question the Divine implantation of "the root of the matter" in our 
own souls. We may not be left to question our call by grace. We may 
not dispute the existence, character, work, or promise of God in Christ. 
We may not be touched internally with an atom of infidelity; our faith 
in the Gospel may maintain its hold most tenaciously; and, yet, there 
may be a hidden biting jealousy, a suspicion, a hidden viper, a hollow 
sound somewhere, which asketh, 

"ls-Youa NAME-WRITTEN-IN HE.A.VEN?" 

Jealousy is often cruel toward the professing bodies of Christendom. 
Ministers, can be secretly cuttingly cruel towards others. Deeply
tried Christians, highly-gifted minds, and morally-preserved persons, all 
these will sarcastically look down, with contempt, upon their less
f.avoured fellows. Many, very many years have I walked, toiled, and 
suffered under clouds of scorn from others, yet have been upheld. The 
Bible has been unfolded to my heart, the promises have been realized, 
the Gospel has been powerful in me; and, with some confidence, I have 
sung-

"'Twas grace which kept me to this day, 
And will not let me go." 

After all, there are " theorists " in our Churches, theories in our pulpits, 
and talented theorists in our publications. These theorists are sharp, 
persevering, and mischievous controversialists; no end of trouble does 
Zion suffer from them. Can these theorists, in the light of the Holy 
Ghost, 

"-Read their title clear 
To mansions in the skies " ? 

No! some of them laugh at" such low experience," while others keep 
the people from daring to believe, with comfortable confidence, that 

"THEIR NAMES .A.RE WRITTEN IN HE.A.VEN." 

You ask, "Is it possible to discern, to discover, to know a mere 
~heorist in religion?'' The theorist has only an hypothesis, an unaginary, 
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a visionary, a futile principle; while the God-made Christian has a 
spiritual power within, a living life, a labouring faith, a pure and holy 
love, whereby and wherewith he worshippeth the eternal Three-One 
Jehovah in spirit and in truth. Paul says this indwelling power is 

"CHRIST IN You, THE HOPE o:i;, GLORY." 

A theorist never rises above the human aspect of the Gospel, while, to 
the saved and sanctified child of God, the mysteries of grace are opened, 
applied, realized, maintained, by the revealing and sealing powers of the 
Holy Ghost, under whose rich anointings the joint-heir with Christ can, 
at times, clearly read that 

"HIS NAME IS WRITTEN IN HEAVEN." 

Let no man dare to say these discriminating tests are out of season, or 
out of place. If the French Paschoud was constrained to say to 
Hyacinthe, " I am puzzled to know if I am a Catholic; but I am equally 
puzzled to know if you are not a Protestant;" so I am persuaded, from 
such scenes as have lately been witnessed in Lincolnshire, and from 
such sentences as have been uttered by one of the most exalted 
orators in London, many are puzzled to know" who's who;'' and equally 
tried are many to get assurance that 

"THEIR NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN." 

In. Jacob's ladder, in the scarlet line, in a thousand promises, and in 
letters of love innumerable-the saved soul shall see its title clear, 
when God the Holy Ghost doth shine; and, for the comforting of the 
honest, yet tried Christian, a further discovery may yet be made, if 
grace and life from God be given to the servant of the poorest flocks in 
Zion, · C. W. BANKS. 

9, Banbury Road, South Hackney, July 18, 1876. 

THE SOUL LONGING TO BE GONE. 
Why should I sigh to leave thee, 

Sin-stricken, bitten earth? 
Art thou, indeed, and only 

The city of my birth? 
Have I no othel' being 

Than what thou gavest me? 
And is my only birthright 

Corrupt mortality? 
I have a nobler nature-

I gained it not from thee
And, like a bird imprisoned, 

It struggles to be free. 
I have within a casket, 

A jewel, rich and fair; 
And regal beauty hideth 

Beneath the rags I wea1'. 
I have a spark of fire, 

Though dim its radiance be, 
It was Thy gift, Jehovah, 

And it ascends to Thee; 
It is a !lame immortal, 

For though the winds may roar, 
And floods would fain submerge it, 

It burneth evermore. 

I feel it soaring upward 
When nature seeks repose, 

When iu the bright esperion,* 
The first faint star-beam glows, 

I feel it when fair evening 
Puts on her courtly dress, 

And a thousand jewels sparkle 
In undimm'd loveliness. 

Why should I sigh to leave thee, 
Sin-bitten, weary earth ? 

I hear thy death-knell mingle 
With all thy songs of mirth; 

And o'er thy purest azure, 
Wild storms their traces leave, 

.And morning's fragrant roses 
Are wept by dewy eve. 

Earth, thou hast no abiding, 
Thou can'st not offer rest 

Unto the weary spirit, 
Of endlees life possest, 

I have a nobler city, 
Built by my Saviour-God, 

In that my spirit seeketh 
A permanent abode. 

* The west. 
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SEE WHAT IT IS FOR A CHRISTIAN MAN TO DIE I 
TRE LAST DAYS OF J\h. Jon WOOTTON (SoN-IN-LAW OF MR. RICHARD FOSTER), 

Qf liittle London, ·W'illenhall. 

THE deceased, Mr. Job Wootton, departed hence to the better land 
.June 1~, 1876, at seven o'clock p.m. I was there at the time of 

his departure. As the hammer of the clock began striking the hour, and 
breaking the silence with a louder ring than usual-louder, because we 
were all mute-the thought suddenly struck us that we were, in 
conjunction with time and eternity, listening to the knell of time, and 
watching the departure of the sonl to the endless hereafter, a sponta
neous prayer went up from our hearts that God would release the labour
ing spirit: and, before the clock had ceased striking, the spirit bad gone. 

Our departed friend was a miracle of grace: an object of that love 
which covers a multitude of sins; a monument of that mercy which 
multiplies to pardon the sins of numerous years; the subject of that 
grace which reigns through righteousness unto eternal life. And it 
must be a mitigation of the mourners' grief to know that he was 
gathered into the heavenly garner as a shock of corn fully ripe
gathered into the fold of glory from the dark mountains in the wilder
ness of sin; gathered into the Father's house as a prodigal returned 
from a far country; gathered as a brand plucked from the fire of hell; 
gathered as a jewel cut by deep affliction, and polished by a Divine 
hand to add new lustre to the glorious diadem of grace on the brow of 
our crowned Lord. He has gone into the King's palace to crown Him 
with His pean Lord of all. That such is the case the following notes 
will attest:-

On April 6, Mr. Job Wootton told me he had been down in the 
mud, and down in the dark for a long time: and during the many sleep
less and wearisome nights of the last winter he had many dark and 
infidel thoughts-such dark thoughts as these: that there was no God, 
and that the Bible was a lie. And, weeping, he said, "Mr. Cozens, 
these are not tears of sorrow, but of joy. ',Joy cometh in the morning.' 
Last night the words came to me: 'Fear not, fear not, little flock, the 
gates of hell shall _not prevail against it.' " 

I had previously visited him almost daily, and always found ~im 
very sad: but now his mourning was turned into joy, and he was full of 
jov and peace in believing. 
· · May 23.-As I approached the door, I heard him singing in a feeble 
but sweet voice. Directly I opened the door be ceased singing. I found 
him alone, and said, "Have you been singing?" 

"Yes, l have!" 
"What have you been singing?" 

"' Not the labour of my hands 
Can fulfil Thy law's demands.' 

" I know where the merit is-there's none in me. Do you recollect 
preaching from ' The time of the singing of birds is come ?_' I thin~ 
it was almost your first sermon here; I recollect your saymg that 1t 
referred to the spring-time of the Gospel. I have thought a good d~al 
about it. How true it is that God's Word shall not return unto Him 
void." 
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He remarked, with great composure, " The doctor told me yesterday 
that he could do nothing for me. J feel quite resigned." 

The man who can sing when the doctor has passed the sentence of 
death upon him, must have something more than nature in him. Death 
must be divested of his terrors and his sting. 

Saw him J nne I 0. When I went up to him, he said
" I am going, going very fast." 
I replied, " Going to the better land, I hope." 
He said, " Yes, I think I am; indeed, I am sure I am: yon can tell 

them so at the grave. 
"' There is a better land, they say, 

0, so bright, 0, so bright! 
Where sin and death are done away, 

0, so bright, 0, so bright!"' 

His countenance was calm and peaceful, indicating that the sting of 
death, which is sin, had been done away in his experience, and that 
immortality was dawning upon the soul. I had seen him with dark 
and clouded brows, indicative of deep inward conflict and soul-trouble: 
and the troubles of his soul have been many and deep. He knew what 
it was to sink in deep waters, and what it is to embrace the Rock for 
want of a shelter from tl;ie wrath to come. Judging from what he has 
repeatedly told me, he was thoroughly convinced that he was a lost and 
helpless sinner, and that all his hope was in "the Hope of Israel, and 
the Saviour thereof, in the time of trouble." And there is no hope for 
any of us but in Him. · 

" Safe in the arms of Jesus! " 

Yes: if in the arms of Jesus, we are safe, and there is safety nowhere 
else. 

June 12.-1 found him much worse in body, but wonderfully com
posed in mind. He said he would not give one penny to live. 

"He lays the foundation for my hope"-

" My hope," he repeated with great emphasis: "It is mine-MY 
hope"-

"In oaths, and promises, and BLOOD," 

He said, " I never thought I should come to this full assurance of 
faith. It is of God. It is all of God. Faith is the gift of God. 

" ' Faith 'tie a precious grace, 
Where'er it is bestowed; 

It boasts of a celestial birth, 
And is the gift of God.' " 

June 13.-Saw him in the morning with an open Testament at 
his side. I said, " What have you been reading about ? " 

"I was going to read about their getting all safe to land-some on 
boards." 

I asked, " Did you ever hear that subject spoken to in the pulpit?" 
"Yes, I think I did; and, if I mistake not, I heard you preach 

from it.'' 
I did preach from it, and simply asked the qmisti~n to ascertain if 

he 1·emembered the time and place. It is very consolmg to know that 
-God's Word, like good seed, springs up again. 

June 14, 6.30 a.m.-Found him dull and dark in mind, and almost 
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reticent. I thought I would leave him for a while, and call again. I 
did so. The cloud was still upon his brow. I quoted:-

" With salvation's wall surrounded, 
What shall shake t~y sure repose? '' 

"Well," he said, "I don't know that I have any grounds to fear, but 
we pass through a many changes-many changes. If I go, I mnst go 
upon the Rock: and if I periEh, I will perish at the cross." 

"I replied, " You will never perish there." 
" No," he said; " I never heard of one." 
Thus, when his spirit was overwhelmed, he clung to the Rock. I 

was with him again soon after half-past six on Thursday morning, June 
15. I saw troubled thoughts under the clouded brows. I said, ,: How 
is your mind ? .A.re yon comfortable? " 

"Well, no, not exactly: I have been trying to pray, but I am so 
weak that I can't pray" 

" But," I said, "you can pray, like Hannah, in your heart." 
" lu my heart? 0 I yes, but I like to pray with my voice. 0, what 

a world of trouble this is. What a world of woe this is. Things are 
not quite straight: I must try and make them straight presently. I 
must go to Him about it, and leave it with Him. Not my will." 

Thus, in the midst of trouble, and fear, and doubt, he went to God 
for refuge and strength. He seemed to me like a man adrift on a plank 
at sea. Sometimes he gets into a strong, calm current, and glides 
smoothly along, and then he comes into troubled waters, and the 
threatening waves dash over him, and still he clings to his plank as his 
only hope, and presently there comes the rolling billow of death, that 
carries him ashore, and lands him safe in immortality and eternal life. 

" The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
He will not, He will not desert to His foes ; 
That soul, tho' all hell should endeavour to shake, 
He'll never, no never, no never forsake." 

I went again to see him, about half-past ten, before going to bed. 
I heard him praying, in a clear, distinct, and earnest voice, before I 
reached the house. I listened at the door, and caught the following 
words:-

" We deserve to be banished from Thy presence, and from the glory 
of Thy power. But, 0, mercy, mercy, mercy"-here the voice faltered, 
and then, with renewed vigour, he said, "Be our All in life, our All in 
death, and our All to all eternity. .A.men." 

A short pause, and then he repeated the verse commencing-

" My willing soul would stay." 

And again he prayed, and concluded with ".A.men and Amen." . 
Feeling it good to be there, I walked up to his bedside, and said, 

" Let us sing-
" Praise God from whom all blessings flow." 

He said, " I can't sing now." 
I replied, " We can all sing it for you. God has been very grac~ous 

to you, for which we praise Him. The words of the poet came forcibly 
to the mind :-

"He enters heaven with prayer." 
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Saw him at half-past six on Friday morning : found him rai-,idly 
sinking. I q noted:-

" There is a land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign." 

He took up the third line, and finished the verse. I quoted again:-
" Could we but stand where Moses stood," 

I said, "You have got up there." 
"Yes, I have been f,here more than once. Oh, yes!" 
And then I left him on Pisgah's top, viewing the landscape o'er. 

Blessed position ! Happy privilege I Gracious favour ! May we, too, 
have grace to look across the swelling flood to the Christian's home 
iu glory. 

Friday, June 10, 10 a.m.-Approaching him he addressed me in the 
words of Job:-

" 'I am full of tossing too and fro unto the dawning of the day. 
When I lay down, I say, when shall I arise, and the night begone?'" 

Thereupon he . fell into a doze, but soon awoke, and prayed a most 
fervent prayer. He was not conscious of my presence, and I wrote 
down the following sentences from his lips:-

" 0 Lord God Almighty, look upon me in my afiliction. 0 Thou 
that dwellest in the heavens, look upon the place where Thine honour 
dwelleth, and have mercy. 0 have mercy upon them-upon my friends, 
and pity them. And, 0 Lord, grant that I may know w bat it is to be 
born again, born of Thy Spirit, and washed in Thy blood, and justified 
in Thy righteousness, and saved by Thy free salvation. 0 God, my 
God, be my Friend in this deep afiliction : my All in death, that I may 
live and reign with Thee for ever and ever. Amen." 

I asked him if I should be spared to preach His funeral sermon 
what text he would like me to speak upon." 
· He replied, " The text that was the means of opening mine eyes 
forty years ago-' The blood of Jesus Christ, God's dear Son, cleanseth 
us from all sin.' " 

"And that text," I said, "is more precious to you than ever. 
"Yes: it has always been precious. I don't mean that I was always 

feeli"ng it, but it ha_s come to me-I say come to me-scores of times. 
I don't think you can have a better text than that. I don't think so.·' 

When I called on Saturday morning, with closed eyes he was talking 
with his Lord. 

"Lord,'' said he, "To whom shall we go? Thou has-I the words of 
eternal life." A short pause, and then, with solemn cadence, be said, 
"Christ in you the hope of glory is worth ten thousand worlds." 
Another pause, and then he uttered this song :-

" I'll praise my Maker with my breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death, 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers; 
My days of praise shall ne'er b~ past, 
While life, and thought, and being last, 

Or immortality endures." 

I said, "You have sung-
" 1 Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding.''' 

" 0 yes, many times." 
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" It suits you, does'nt it?" 
" 0 yes, and you too." 
"I will, if all be well, come and see you again in the morning: and 

if I should not see )'OU then, I will hope to see you in the other morning.'' 
"In heaven, you mean?" 
"Yes:-

,. 'Then will we sing more sweet, more loud, 
And Christ shall be our song.'" 

To his daughter Mary, he said, "' Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days come not.' 'Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unt.-0 you.' " 

Seeing her in tears, he committed her to God. The last words that 
I heard him utter was about midday on Sunday: and they were these-:-

" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefit; who 
redeemeth thy life from destruction, who crowneth thee with loving
kindness and tender mercy." And with the crown of lovingkindness 
on the brows of his faith, he passed away to the crown of glory. 
Hallelujah l Praise ye the Lord ! 8. COZENS. 

W illenhall, Staffordshire. 

THE SOUND IN ZION'S CAMP! 

A YOUNG MINISTER'S .ADVICE TO THE MEMBEUS OF THE CHURCH, 

BELOVED BRETHREN IN THE LORD,-Surely there never was a 
day when the exhortation of the good old prophet Joel was more 

needed than at the present time: "Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and 
sound an alarm in My holy mountain; let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble; for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand." Why 
is this spiritual drought among us as a people? Cannot something be 
done which shall be the means, under the blessing of God, of the revival 
of the work of the Lord amongst us? Why should there be such 
declensions in spiritual things? why this clinging to flesh, and these 
turmoils and commotions amongst us? Is it right t~at we, as Christians, 
as lovers of tlte truth, should fold our arms, and say, carelessly, " If the 
Lord bath decreed this, or that, it shall be"? Rather let us act the 
part of good soldiers, and obey the injunction of our Lord and Master: 
" BE YE UP AND DOING;" "Work while it is called to-day, for the 
night cometh when no man can work." If we are truly children of the 
kingdom, fighting under the commandership of Christ, let us "show 
our faith by our works." When we look around, and see anti-Christ 
coming up on all hands; Romanism, that deadly poison, spreading on 
all hands, and, to all human appearance, the time is fast approaching 
when there shall be many that fall down and worship the beast; scepti
cism and infidelity range through the world; men are crying out, "Lo, 
here is Christ, or lo, there," while others are saying, "who \till show us 
any good?" The Gospel is being perverted even in our midst, and we 
are shutting our eyes to these astounding facts I Brethren, let us be up 
and doing, and, listening to our great Commander's voice, let our motto 
be " Onward;" let us press to the front, though friends may look on us 
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with contempt, and, though foes may frown, let us" stick our colours to 
the mast, and stand by them,'' God helping us. True, you may argue 
thus:-I am so weak and helpless, I cannot go out and preach Cq.ist 
I cannot do . anything to help the minister. TheAe may be you; 
feelings, but you must remember that you have each a "talent," and 
though you have only one "talent " you must not go and bury it in 
the soil of the world, and because you have not the five despise the 
one. Christian brethren, bury not thy "talents" in the sands of 
sloth and ignorance, for the Master shall come in the moment when 
man least expects. Would to God that I could ring in the ears of 
·every living child of God those all-important words, "Be ye up and doing;' 
so that when each one should come to the end of life they might be able 
to say with Paul, "I have fought a good fight; I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith," and bear the Father say, " Well done." You may 
feel your meekness and nothingness-praise God for it-but remember 
you can do a great deal. There must not only be master-men in the 
construction of a building, but there must also be labourers ; and so in 
the heavenly building, though you may not be able to stand on the walls 
of Zion and blow the trumpet of the Word, you can be to them what 
the children of Israel were to Moses, "you can lift up their arms by 
prayer and supplication;" let the minister feel that his labours are 
backed up by one of the greatest influences of the Church-prayer, and 
he will go at his work with renewed vigour and fervour. And not only 
can you do this, but you can visit ·the afflicted, remembering the words 
of the Master, "I was sick and ye visited Me;" and in doing this you 
will get your own soul refreshed. You can go and speak a word of com
fort to the seeking soul. There are many in your congregation who are 
seeking there a home in Zion, with their faces turned thitherward, and 
who are longing for some one to take them by the hand, and pour into 
their broken souls the healing oil and wine of the Gospel. Then there 
are babes in the Church who need your help and encouragement, who 
need to be fed with the milk of the Word; and there may be some who 
need correcting: go and tell them of their faults, but do it gently and 
kindly, and they will see that you do it- in love, and it will have its 
-effects. But there is one grand sphfrre in which all can labour-the 
-Sabbath School. How many have to bless God for a Sabbath School 
.teacher's loving words? how many have thus been snatched, under the 
blessing and distinguishing grace of God, from a life of profligacy, to 
walk in newness of life through Christ Jesus? Eternity only can reveal 
this. Go to God-YOUR FATHER-tell Him your weakness, ask for a 
work to do, and strength to do it, eXJJecf Him to do it, and you will 
receive an answer, and will be abundantly blessed in your work. May 
-the God of all grace bless the reading of these few simple remarks to the 
good of the souls of His people, and may His name be glorified thereby, 
is the prayer of your brother in Christian bonds, 

Banbury, May 9th, 1876. "A SUFFOLK STRIPLING.'' 

Though we cannot ascend to the Lord, He can descend to us: though 
we cannot draw nigh to Him, He can come to 1~s: and when He draw~: 
we run· when He i:ays "Arise My love, Myfa1r one, and come away, 
we soa~ aloft. "Whe~e the ~ord of a king is, there is power:" and 
when He speaks, it is done, when He commands, it stands fast. 
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"THE RE LI G IOU S WORLD.'' 
BY THE LATE JOHN STEVENS, 

[DEAR lib. BANKs,-I have sent you a letter, I thought it might be useful to 
some of your readers, written by John Stevens to a brother in the ministry, October 
14th, 1817, if you will insert it in the Earthen Vessel.-J. F. KEEN,] 

MY CHRISTIAN BROTHER,-I wonder how you get on; and if you 
say, "not at all," I yet wonder how you stand-still. The world 

is on the whirl at its Maker's feet continually, and time is still flying 
with steady pace; days and nights pass on, and many mortals are con
stantly making their entrance into our world, and many making their 
exit. The purposes of the great Eternal are fulfilling every hour, and 
His precepts are as perpetually transgressed. His attributes are glori
fied by the acts which are designed to withstand His equitable claims; 
He permits the sinful traffic He prohibits, and secures a revenue of 
honour to His justice. The world teems with life, which He every 
moment succours, and abounds with vice He inexorably hates. Men 
take liberty to sin, and He takes liberty to punish, or to hold them over 
to a future. He premonishes them of their destiny, they heedlessly pass 
them by; He declares His will, they dispute His right; He suspends the 
blow, they harden themselves in the sunshine of His forbearance. How 
few recei.e His name of the myriads· that breathe His air; still He is 
pleased to sustain them, and shew them many favours. · He blesses them, 
they curse His ways, His people, and His providence. Why does He 
not end them? They exist for His glory, and are means of His honour, 
without designing to any way illustrate His character, and contribute to 
His praise. 

The religious world is a surprising compound; it is fraught with 
mystery, vanity, and contradiction; but there is something good in it 
towards the Lord God. The worst sins are found here, and here we 
meet the greatest real excellence; here Justice has her advocates and 
admirers, with every other attribute of uncreated majesty. Here the 
superior power of grace over that of corruption is daily illustrating, and 
life is banishing death. Depravity here displays its frightful and de
testable being and influence, and here it is faithfully exposed. 

Around the uncovered throne of mercy we behold a goodly number, 
bowing prostrate, deploring their evils, and beseeching the ears of God 
for pardon, strength, and safety. Some returned from riotous living, are 
employed in boasting of the condescension of God, and the virt~e of 
Calnry's needfol sacrifice; showing the super-excellent robe of right
eousness, and the blood-washed garments of salvation. Some are entering 
Zion with trembling steps; others are marching-out of her courts with 
a careless and hardened spirit, vindicating themselves, and malevolently 
reflecting on their more steadfast brethren; some are anxious to enter 
the sacred office of the Gospel ministry; others, dejected and pensive, 
are looking around to see how they can, with safety, credit, and advantage, 
withdraw from it; often lamenting their present dear-bought experience 
and honour; while others, riding aloft on the deceptive opinions of me:e 
breath-blown applause, are but mounting to descend with more rapid 
pace; others, under weighty loads of sorrow, collected hy various hand~, 
from various quarters, sighing for help, with all the power of their 
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patience constantly on the full extension; while others, with scarcely 
sense of trial or difficulty, glide on life's slippery way, nor once suspect 
danger near, or a painful change to come and spoil their grateful 
pleasures. 

But my pen has swept along, with little thought that my remarh 
may have no near connection with the friend to w horn I intended to 
direct this selected sheet. My brother, I hope you are well; and that 
you have gathered the fruit of your ground, and have reason to enjoy 
your toil in its fruits, and the various blessings that grow within your 
lot. .Another winter will soon salute your feeling; but what mercy has 
appeared for you, and stored your house with comforts. Oh, what 
gratitude is due. Besides, you have hope beyond all winter, and all 
want. Express my Christian regards to Mrs. B.; my love to Mr. and 
Mrs. F. I hope they are hanging on the bosom of mercy and faith; 
their journey is, of necessity, very short now. Oh, that they may feel 
the importance of a life of faith in Christ our Lord. The next is the 
best world; the present is a paradise, compared with what we deserve. 
I remain, as heretofore, yours in the grace of God, JOHN STEVENS. 

October 14th, 1817. 

THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Mr. John Bunyan McCure•s new volume 
( to be had of him, in the Clarendon road, 
Cambridge) is published in London by 
Robert Banks. We should never think of 
criticising a book of this character. Mr. 
McCure takes you over 100,000 miles; it 
is a cheaper method of travelling than 
Cook's; no dangers are incurred. This 
well-finished volume will be useful in 
many ways.-" The Work of the Holy 
Ghost in Relation to the Ministers of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ." A large and 
powerful address, by C. H. Spurgeon, in 
the June number of 1he Swo1·d and 
Trowel. No minister whose heart is right 
can read this address without being much 
solemnized in spirit, and edified in mind. 
-Another book for ministers, on our 
table, bears the following title :-The 
Book of Hebi·tw Roots; showing the_Ideal 
Meanings and Various Ramifications of 
the Principal Hebrew Radicals. By Bur
lington B. Wale. London: S. W. Part
ridge &. Co. ; Philadelphia : Smith and 
English. With such a frontispiece we 
expected to find a large quarto volume, in
stead of which, all is comprised in 140 
small pages, which are so full of sugges
tions, of laying open hidden things, and of 
expounding d,·ep and holy verities, that 
students must highly prize every page. 
It is, to our taste, a pretty book, a key to 
open the temple of truth, and to range the 
different chambers with delight. 

The Rock continues every week to lift 

up its voice, like a trumpet, against the 
Romish aggression in England; but our 
people are caught with the glare of the 
beast, and after the modern anti-Christ 
they will go.-Mr. W. Anderson, of Read
ing, contributes a paper in July Sword and 
Trowel on the Atonement ; and C. H. 
Spurgeon has a bold article on the Power 
of Ncncomformity. "The An,rnal Report 
of the Stockwell Orphanage " is given in 
the same monthly for July. 

"This Same Jesus!" On these words, 
Dr. Doudney gives us, in Gospel 1'efagaziue 
for July, an extraordinary exposition of 
Thomas's unbelief of the Saviour's com• 
passion toward him, and some strong con• 
solation for all poor Christians who, in 
haste, ofttimes a.fllict themselves. 

"Has the Seventh .Angel begun to Sound 
the last Trumpet? " Since the days of 
William Huntington, no m-.n 011 our side 
bas said much on prophecy, yet there bas 
been a continual stream of writers on 
Daniel's horns and the .Apocalyptio seals, 
trumpets, ancl vials; but a little volume, 
by John Bell, called The United States of 
America Proved to be t1ie Messianic World
Kingdorn, goes farther in definite con
clusions than any we have ever seen. The 
work is published by Partridge & Co. 
We might scan the contents, but cannot 
this month. 

The lVilden,ess Journey. By Richard 
Pratt.. To be bad of the .Author, Crow, 
borough, Sussex. Such an original piece 
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of autobiography is ra1·ely to be met with 
iu these School-Board days. The author 
tells us, in the simplest style, how he 
struggled on from boyhood to manhood, 
from poverty to prosperity, from the pit 
of despair t.o preaching in the pulpit the 
free-grwe of God. Mr. Pratt has written 
as one that the Lord talked to, at times, 
all his days, and led him in p,,ovidence 
and in grwe safely along. His ,wcount 
of his coming to London, searching for 
the Gospel and finding none, is almost 
painful. Like very many more, London 
frightened friend Pratt. He quickly fled 
from it, and to many Churches he is now 
a useful messenger. 

Popish V eTsions of the Sc,-iptu,-es and 
the B,·itish and Foreign Bible Society. By 
James Grant. London: 'iV. H. Guest. 
This is not a hap-hazard att!Wk upon what 
is considered the best society in existence. 
This pamphlet is the outcome of hard re
search, of learned investigation, of a 
patient enquiry into the management and 
work of the society reproved. We can
not attempt any recommendation of it, 
for it is beyond all praise as a faithful 
Christian witness. 

SErur.0Ns.-Encouragementjo1· the Godly. 
By Mr. ,T. L. Meeres, taken down by W. 
A. Adams. Published by R. Banks. 
Truthful and in a good spirit.-The Fruit
less Branck. By Mr. Cornwell, at Brixton 
Tabernacle (R. Banks). At great length, 
this deep subject was argued. Fearing 
ones will read this discourse with much 
jealousy.-We have several se1·m )ns which 
have been published by Messrs. Fisher and 
Stidstone, 13, Moorgate street, preached 
in London, by Rev. J. Battersby, of Shef
field. Our readers may rest assured that 
in Mr. Battersby'e discourses they have 
the marrow of truth brought to light, 
while every false confldeuce is rooted up, 
11.nd cast to the winds. For many years 
the vicar of St. Simon's, Sheffield, has ex
pounded the Word of God to hosts of 
spiritual seekers after a knowledge of sal
vation, by whom he is highly esteemed 
and beloved. To all who require to be 
instructed m the way of life we can recom-
mend tbeee clear pulpit essays. 1 

"The Exclusiveness of Strict Baptists.'' 
"Omega," in Mr. Jamee Grant's Ch,-istian 
Standard, has criticised us very kindly. 
Certainly, when we read the bitter things 
writt.en by some against others; when 
we witness the many cracks in our wall, 
the proud spirits which ride rampant now 
everywhere, we yearn to flee away from 
such anti-Christian, such presumptuous, 
such heart-breaking spirits. Our Lord 
knoweth our sorrows are deep and ter
rible. 

A new allegorical work is in the press, 

entitled Scenes Beyond the G..ave. By 
J. W. Stanford. We have travelled care
fully through the manuscript., and al
though we are not gifted sufficiently to 
ver;y much enjoy allegorical works, this 
extraordinary spiritual interpretation of 
Biblical metaphors has quite filled us with 
delight, and with pure affectionate desire 
to "behold the King in His beauty, ancl 
the glorious land of distances, ever so· 
far off." 

The Clt1·istian Standard has lately given 
a few letters on the naughtiness of the 
Strict Bapt.iet Churches. Many of the 
young ministers of Strict Baptist Churches 
are also dealing out reproofs against that 
section of the professing Church which 
instrumentally gave them their position. 
With everybody against us, what can we 
say? Our old, original Strict Baptist 
ministers were men called of God from 
the deepest dust, and taught by God to 
be as Hie mouth unto His people. Their 
ministry was powerful in men's souls by 
the Holy Ghost, and a great work in their 
day they did. Now, the young ministers, 
in order to get large congregations, are 
for working outwardly upon the world. 
That epi rit has been in us for years. We 
wish our young friends the most Di vine 
success, if their commission is from the 
Lord, if the love of Christ conetraineth 
them, if the two-edge Rword of the Spirit 
is in the hand of a living faith. Th~ old 
ones will soon be out of the way-the 
young ones believe they shall do better 
than their ancient sires. We admit this 
is a day for the amazing gifts of tongues; 
our souls would rejoice to know, they 
were " cloven tongues of fire." 

ls the Soul Iwmo,-tal? Thie startling 
question stands on the title-page of a new 
pamphlet, from the pen of Mr. William 
Winters, Fellow of. the Royal Historical 
Society (and, may we not add, fellow
labourer with the faithful ministers of 
Christ's Gospel?), who has herein entered 
upon distinctions but little considered by 
many. We are anxious to read it for our
selves. 

WYE, KENT.-Rich rural country this! 
with rising summits sweet:-no Christiane 
can you meet who-in God's truth believe. 
Where, amid all these lofty, lovely, varied 
plains, can any place be found where our 
Lord's Gospel is preached? We had Thomas 
Stringer at Frederick Hanrock's chapel, 
near Ashford ; but no efforts to advance the 
Trinitarian Gospel, in these Kentish climes, 
is successful. Ashford, in a Gospel sense, 
is in a mi>lerable consumption. The late 
Isaac Comfort's son is preaching at Bra
bourne, and some help him in his work; but 
whose work it is is n~t known to your 

TRAVELLING C',0RRESPONDENT. 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
SALEM IN LEIC ESTER promise are J0 oined together· and I am of 

• opinion the obedience and the blessing are 
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-! promised a few also. 

notes on Salem chapel, Free School Lane, I recall to mind there is such a passage as 
Leicester, and now attempt to fulfil it. this in the Bible: "But now the Lord saith, 

Salem chapel was built in the year 1817 Be it far from Me; for them that honour 
for the late Joseph Chamberlain, and is a Me will I honour, and they that despise Me 
commodious place, galleried on three sides, shall be lightly esteemed" (I Sam. ii. 30). 
and capable of seating four or five hundred; Whether their de-<pising of the ordinance of 
and I should think Mr. Chamberlain was ' believers' baptism be the cause of their 
well received, as I have heard the chapel was withering, languishing condition or not, 
well attended in his days. They follow the sure I am, that Salem is not the only place 
Huntingtonian system. But however it of this description that does not thrive. Your 
might flourish in Mr. Chamberlain's days, correspondent laboured under great disad
it is very different now, and has been for vantage in this respect (except that it bath 
many years. The gallery bas been locked made me more firmly attached to the ordi
ut> for vears. nance) in his early Christian life, while be 

How they came to give it the_ name of: attended a similar place, the only dissenting· 
Salem I can't think, as I have the idea theie ' place where the doctrines of grace were 
is a near association between Salem and water preached for miles round; for while I not 
in the Goi;pel narrative; but really I am only believed in the Scriptural ch,,racter of 
not aware they have so much as a sprinkling the ordinance, my soul longed to know 
pan at Salem, Leicester. How they can i whether I was a proper subject to enjoy the 
expect plants to thrive without water, I do privilege; yet I never heard anything from 
not know (see Psa. i. 3), There are so few ' the minister on the subject (albeit be had 
attend that a child might.write them (Isa. 

1 
been baptized himseif, and was a very good. 

x. 19). And, sure enough, if they measure preacher), I was wholly ignorant how the 
the Church of God by their own numhers, rite was performod, excepting what I could 
they will readily conclude, "There are few gather from the Bible and other books that 
that be saved" (Luke xiii. 23). I read· for I was brought up in the Estab-

But is not Jesus KiRg of Salem? I be- lished Church, and knew but little about the 
lieve they profess to acknowledge Him as difterent sects of Dissenters; the consequence 
such, except in the rite of baptism. I have was, I went elsewhere, beard, saw, and was 
heard Mr .. Thorpe Smith, the present minister, baptized; and 1 could wish eve~y other true 
spoken highly of as a preacher, thoroughly repentant sinner the opportumty to enioy 
sound in doctrine; and some say they believe I the same privilege; ah! and the blessing, 
he is the most spiritual-minded preacher in ' too. For I can truly say, the conflict I en
Leicester; but real Baptists won't go to hear ' dured, as to whether I was a proper subject, 
the ordinance ridiculed, however they may , even after I bad been accepted by the 
like his preaching in other respects; with ' Cbur~h, the Scripture and the power w.here
them it is as much a part of Scripture as any : with it was applied, which brought the victory 
other portion of the Word of God, and as over all doubtings, and the blessing I en
sacred. But it is said that even" Jesus did joyed while passing through the ordinance, 
not many mighty works in a certain city and for some time after, altogether produced 
because of their unbelief" (Matt. xiii. 58). such a powerful testimony in my own soul 
Is their unbelief in the commands Jesus ga,e that it is the Lord's command, and the obe
to His disciples just before His departure to dienc~ is approved, that no sophistry of man 
heaven, to take His throne as our triumphant can overthrow. 
Redeemer, Mediator, and King of saints, the O that they might have grace git-en them 
cause of their languishing condition? Bap- "to'declare the whole counsel of God," and 
tisru they say, is not essential to salvation. acknowledge no other king but Jesus (not 
Wh~t is essential to salvation that poor, !rail, even king sell), obey His commands, and 
sinful man can do? Hath not Jesus done walk in all the ordinances of the Lord's 
everything essential to salvation'/ and does house blameless. 
not the Holy Spirit work everything in the "Let all obedient souls 
soul of the saved sinner essentinl for him to Tbe!r grateful tribute bring, 
know that he is a partaker of so great salva- Submit to Jesus' righteous rules, 
tion? And is it too much for us, who pro- And bow before the King. 
fess to believe we are partakers of so great The Witness sure and true 
salvation to at least prove our loyalty to Of God's good wtll to men ; 
pur King, and show tbnt we appreciat~ the T1:f11!'G~-:t:nddtt~s?'."ef::,~~~:. 
blessings received, by an humble, yet f~i thtul Tliei·e's one other cause which used to be-
obedience to His commands? II they ignore 
the command, how can they exp_ ect to long to the Strict ~~ptists, :f:benezer, St. 

I I Peter's lane· God w1lhnf, I will send n few realise the l'romise "Lo, am wit 1 you ' Ti! 1 b 1-alway," in its fuln;ss? "What God hath notes next month. t ieu, e 1eve me 
joined together, let not man put asunder." ryou brother, whose hope is in the Cleft. 
And it appears to me, the command and the Rock, where I hope I am A REFUGEE. 
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ENGLAND'S ECHO TO AMERICA'S 
COMMENT AND CALL. 

DEAR BROTHER WM. LITTLETON,
On taking mr pen to address a few lines to 
)'Ou, in reply 'to your comment on our pri
vileges, and ,•our <'all for a cure to heal up 
our divisions,' I feel a desire to inhale, through 
~ome good <'hannel, a little of the swePt per
fume which floWR from the mountains of 
myrrh and the hills of frankincense, when 
around the base of those delightful elrva
tions, one is permitted to creep. Inadver
tently, I took np a neat ,olume, on which 
is inscribed, "The Voice of Melody: or 
Songs of Praise," by Thomas Stringer and 
opening on the first page, my heart was 
gently moved by reading the two last verses 
of the first hvmn. I do not know whether 
Mr. Styles bas criticised this volume 
of evangelical poems as yet or not. With 
his keen, classical eye, he might find some 
defects ; vea, I am sure he would have a 
smile over some of the stanzas ; but for my 
part, I feel the whole book cometh from 
such an honest and truth-loving heart, 
that it d0th frequently more captivate my 
affections, and, much more blessedly carry 
np my soul heavenward than Cowper's 
rhymes or Milton's lofty themes. There is, 
Mr. Littleton, a strange work going on 
now in our country, which I consider to be 
an effort to dress the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
up in very respectable clothing. And you 
will say," Quite right, too." Ah! sir, I am 
far from approvin11: anything like irreverence 
in the public service of God, or in the pri
vate conferences of Christian people. I am
yes, sir-in spirit and in feeling of every 
kind, I am decidly opposed to any impure 
irregularity of any kind in connection with 
a profession of religion ; but Paul's declara
tion to the Corinthians is not quite obsolete; 
it may be unfashionable; but just in 
proportion as the Churches, or as professors 
of the Gospel, clamour tor talented, educated1 
critical, classical, scholastic or refinea 
orators, so doth the Spirit and Almighty 
power of God depart from the ministry of 
the Word. 0 ur present generation of 
clever wits can dare to throw contempt at 
times upon such men as William Hunting
ton William Gadsby, John Warburton, 
Jarl>.es Wells and others. But where is there 
a man amongst us who ever did, or ever will 
do, the wurk those men carried out ? Not 
one can be found. It may be the Lord holds 
quiet at the present. But He has said, "I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and I 
will bring to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent." "Goo bath chosen the foolish 
things of this world to confound the wise," 
&c. Although for a season He may permit 
the foolish things to be trampled under foot, 
while the wise ones, upon the wings of in
herited mammon and acquired popularity1 
shall sit on thrones j udgmg the scatterea 
tribes of Israel. To witness the aping, the 
mimicry, the shallow prating of many is, 
nevertheless, exceedingly painful. 

Tl·omas Stringer is not Gabriel, nor is he 
like Augustus Toplady; but there is an ori
ginal vein of true godliness and a natural 

readiness, either to write poems or to preach 
Gospel sermons, which some of our Churches 
have a1,1preclated for more than forty yeal'&, 
And his verses are often exhllirating to my 
soul. As, for instance, I give you the 
eight lines which this morning; irave a 
spiritual lilt up to my drooping spint. Thomas 
breaks out :-

" 0 may I know and love Him more ; 
And all His wondrous works adore; 
His nan,e exalt! His grace admire! 
For He Is all my heart's desire. 
Great Godl I bow before Thy throne-
Most Holy-Three-Eternal Ono I 
Preserve me through this world of night, 
To regions of unclouded light." 

The spirit which runs through these lines 
is the spirit I covet1 love, and ever would 
possess. No hard, ary, bitter, dogmatic 
cruel, hypocritical, murderous spirits can f 
ever associate with. Hence, for the most 
part, I dwell alone, walk alone, feel alone, 
although my blessed Master giveth me some 
little work to do in nearly all parts of this 
now-truth-despising land. For nearly fifty 
years I have been connected with tlie Bap
tist Churches of this country!, but never 
identified myself with any of t e so-called 
"associations." My sympathies are strongly 
iu the sentiment ventilated by a modern 
evangelist who says:-" What a noble thing 
it is to be ready to stand alone ! Jesus 
Christ stood alone. The Apostle Paul stood 
alone. Martin Luther stood alone; the 
Whitfields, the G1imshaws, stood alone. 
Bishops frowned on them, and their fellow
clerj!.ymen looked disapprovingly at them. 
I have seen the place where the dogs were 
turned upon a great worker. I have seen 
the place where he wandered about without 
a friend, glad to feed himself upon black
berries. He stood alone, but yet not alone, 
for be had the power of God with !Jim. 
Though the world was against him, he 
could say of believers, ' The best of all is, 
that God is with UK.'" 

Mr. Littleton, through much mercy, as 
pastor, as evangelist, as editor, as a helper of 
the poorest of our Churches, I have stood 
alone for many, many years, and to the end 
of my days it will be so with me. No doubt 
I am, therefore, in a position to answer vour 
letter inserted in the July Earthen Vessel, 
and it is my desire to do so at considerable 
length. 

But if you think I can "break down 
party contentions, secret conspiracies, 
jealous and envious spirits," &c., vou have 
mL~taken me altogether. I have ·ror years 
looked at the men who have taken the lead 
in these awful movements. I have read 
Paul's directions and followed his advice, as 
far as possible. He says, "I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause divisions, 
and avoid them; for they that are such 
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their 
own belly, and by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple." 

Forgive this hasty preface. Look for 
Chap. I. by yours obediently, 

C. W. BANKS, 
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OUR CHURCHES IN THE "BLACK 
COUNTRY." 

LITTLE LONDON AND WILLBHAT,L. 
El'IBTLES TO APPELLBB.-No. 9. 

MY DEAR APPELL&s,-After a little 
reflection, you probably begin to think the 
country Is not so black as it looks, and that 
the people, for the most part, are a strong, 
hardy, lnduehious, persevering, and sober 
people, of which England may well be 
proud; but having h·avelled comfortably and 
l!afely, we are now at WILLENHALL, 
situate 123 miles from London, eleven 
miles from Birmingham, and three miles 
from Wolverhampton. Let us ask the 
fathers and they will tell us, according to the 
ancient records, that thill and the surround
ing towns were once the ancient battle
fields, the contending parties being the 
Saxons and Danes; this would be about 
.A.D. 910. Here Pl'ince.."11 Wulfruna, sister to 
King Ethelred, had her residence, surrounded 
with groves of trees and running brooks and 
streams. The name of the town is from a 
Saxon word, "winchala" (for victory); since 
then Willenhall has had its changes and 
changing scenes. The whole of the dis
trict is a bee-hive of manufactories for mak
ing locks and keys, or as they are called 
here, kayes. Every conceivable kind, from 
the esquires, neatly finished, to the most 
massive and ponderous ones for prisons, 
jails, &c., are made here. It is a land out of 
which coal and iron are procured, and where 
it may truly be said, man has to work for 
his livelihood by the sweat of his brow. 
Men have changed, that is, at least, in a 
reformation sense. Former times witnessed 
the brutal •ports of bull-baiting, dog-fight
ing, cock-fighting, even as late as the year 
1834; but Willenhall folks may now make 
their boast that their young men and 
maidens are intent upon a better line of 
things. They now boast of .a Literary In
stitute, estabhshed in 1865, and within whose 
walls the truth bas been proclaimed to 
assembled multitudes. The inhabitants, ac
cording to the last census, numbered 18,145. 

Little London is a district part of Wil
lenhall, and has one of the largest chapels 
in this part. I would, with all my heart, 
wish I could say it had its overflowing congre-
11:ations. 01 everything connected with it1 
its management, deacons, pastors, ana 
peoples, one could fill a volume; but a short 
outline must suffice, It was here Mr. 
Samuel Cozens was in the zenith of pros
perity, and engaged in a paper-war and 
controversy with Philip Pugh, upon the 
tloctrines of divine sovereignty and predesti
nation, and, J believe, came off victorious, 
and was highly commended and approved 
for his decision and weighty and vowerful 
nrguments. 

Here l\I r. Lefevre was esteemed by many 
in the year 1857, and it was stated of ~is 
ministry at the time, "The Gospel by him 
is full~ faithfully, intelligently, zealously, 
and anectionately delivered to sinners as 
sinners; and while the unbeliever is solemnly 
cautioned and adtlressed, the formalist is at
tacked in hi~ reluge of lies, the backslider ex-

horted, the mourner comforted, the believer 
is built up, and r II are sent to their closets 
before a heart-searching God, and the 
Bolemnities of a final judgment." 

Notwithstanding this, another pa.stor is 
shortly chosen, and in the person of Mr. 
Jesse Gwinuell they are favoured with a 
sound, sterling man of truth ; and although 
too plain for some, yet was one of the iron 
pillars in the Church, and blew the trumpet 
with a certain sound. He was privileged 
on December 6, IS.58, to administer to five 
believer~ that solemn and much-despised 
ordinance, believers' baptism. The day will 
declare that here he did not labour in vain 
or spend his strength for nought. But a 
short time elapses, and he is succeeded by 
Mr. Pearce, who has since been acceptable 
at Reading, and bas been uselul in the 
West of England. It is one of the sweetest 
reflections, that whatever changes may take 
place, to notice a minister firm abiding by 
the "faith once delivered unto the saints.'' 
It was so with Philip, whether in the 
eunuch's chariot, or whether he went to 
Samaria or elsewhere, he "preached Christ 
unto them." But to return. On Feb. 4, 
1860, our brother Pearce preached an im
pressive sermon, and baptized eight per
sons; and again, in the same year, on Sept. 
~. two others put on the Lord Jesus Christ 
by an open profession of Hls name. The 
Word was greatly blessed, mourners com
forted, and many hearts rejoiced. But in 
r.rocess of time our brother Pearce, as others, 
eaves the scene of his labours here; but 

your space will not allow me to give the roll 
of all the ministers that Little London has 
bad. 

On June 23, 1872, special re-opening 
services were held, and sermons preached by 
Mr. Brunt, of Norwich. 

The present. pastor, Mr. Gill, is from the 
county of Suffolk, and J conclude is very 
acceptable to some; but what reason is to 
be assigned for so many empty pews? Why 
is the city become solitary? Where are tl:!e 
cr.owded congregations who formerly wor
shipped here? lt is painful to relate that 
one of the largest chapels connected with 
our denomination should have so few at
tendants. One cannot but feel for the 
position of the present minister. Would he 
not do better by only inviting men to his 
pulpit in accordance with Strict Baptist 
principles! Would the Church do better 
with managing their own affairs than leav
ing it to a Committee composed of Church 
and congregation? are questions J leave for 
them to reflect upon and answer among 
themselves. 

GOMER STREET-but not the deserts 
of Gomer-can boast of a chapel which is 
invariably well filled with a goodly com
pany, and growing up in their midst a large 
number of young versons, who are fondly 
attached to the place and the truths pro
claimed there. It is pleasant in early life to 
see them brought to a knowledge of the 
truth, and following in the footsteps of those 
"who, through faith and patience, now in
herit the promises." Many here came lrom 
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the cause nt Little London, and being lovers 
of r,escc and unity, and seekers of Zion's 
we fare, formed themselves into a Church. It 
is here your old friend an<! veteran in the 
truth, Mr. Turner of Netherton, laboured 
with success for many years. 

As the people learnt their former minMer 
at Little London, Mr. Samuel Cozens, was 
returning from Australia, t1'ey made ar
rangements for him once more to take the 
oversight of the fl..ck here; he is at present 
settled among them and well received. 

A large and enthusiastic meeting was 
held in the Literary Institute to g·ive him a 
hearty welcome, when his lonp;-esteemed and 
valued friend, Thomas Jordan, Esq., occu
pied the "hair. One thing was conspicuously 
absent for a recognition service; public 
prayer, neither at beginning or end, seemed 
entirely a new mode of procedure. Being 
present, I poured out my secret prayer to 
the Almighty that the union might be a 
long and happy one. 

Mr. Cozens is too well known to require 
much to be said, be being the author of 
various works which fully testify to his abilities. 
His knowledge acquired by deep study ; his 
travels to Australia and back; his long ex
perience in the Churches, and p;ifted by the 
Lord with a fluency ol speech, renders him 
truly acceptable, and, above all, a faithful 
defender ol the truth, and opponent to all 
error. One cannot do otherwise than wish 
him abundant success. Could not arrange
ments be made to unite both Churches, and 
for his return to Little London, which was 
forrnerlv filled to overflowing? It would 
rejoice the hearts of many to see the return 
of former times. If not, and it should be 
the Lord's will, I trust they will arise and 
build, with such a staff of hard-working, 
earnest, intelligent officials as Messrs. 
Lloyd, Jabez Beddow, Thomas Weston, 
Geor!!'e Banks, and others. With the bless
ing of the Lord, prosperity must attend 
their efforts. How true are the poet's 
words:-

'· The shfep are driven only where 
They best and safest may abide." 

With a large congregation and a-large 
school the present building is much too small 
for convenience and comfort. With such an 
able minister, there is no question but that a 
buildinl!; at least twfoe tbe dimensions of the 
present one would be well filled. There is 
another cause of truth occupied by a few who 
attend to the ministrations of Daniel Matthews 
of Rowley, every Lord's-day evening and 
Tuesday evenings. This bas been carried on 
some years. But should I visit this place 
at some future time, you shall have a full 
account from AN OLD DISCIPLE. 

GUILDFORD.-CoMMERCIAL ROAD. 
Anniversary services, June 25 and 26. Mr. 
Briscoe preached on Lord's-day, and de
livered address to the scholars in the after
noon. The children from the old Baptist 
chapel (Mr. Kern's) were present. On 
Monday, Mr. Edp;erton preached at the 
evening meeting. Mr. Slim, the venerable 

pastor, presided. Unbroken serenity and 8 
measure of prosperity, he said made them 
thank God and go forward. Mr. Bonney 
led us up to the fulness of Christ. Mr. 
B1·iscoe showed how the Church should work 
for the Master to promote His glory. Mr. 
Kern was very encouraging upon the mercy
seat. Mr. Edgerton upon the headship of 
Jesus. Mr. Billing gave the concluding 
address. A parting hymn and prayer 
finished a season of edification. 

A VISITOR, 

YATELY.-Anniversary on June 30. 
Sermons by Mr. Anderson. Brother Stevens 
gnve choice hymns. Brother Edgerton 
opened evening service by rending and 
prayer. A large gathering of friends from 
Chobham, Fleet, and Readingwererefreshed. 
The cause at Yately is sustained in the 
truth. Brethren Stevens, Varney, and 
others sow the good seed. These causes are 
the bulwarks of our land, although a carnal 
world heed it not; the salt of the earth is 
scattered; we are preserved. 

FOLKESTONE, KENT.-Ourexcellent 
brother in the.faith, Mr. William Denmee, 
of Margate, has received unanimous invita
tion from the Particular Baptist Church 
meeting in Bail street, Folkestone, to preach 
to them for three months, with a view to 
the pastorate. In prayerful dependence upon 
the Lord's promise and power, our brother 
accepted and commenced this probationary 
term, July 2, 1876. May godly prosperity 
attend him and the Folkestone cause. 

BERKHAMPSTEAD.-Some of the col
lege gentlemen in this town call us who 
meet as a Strict Jlaptist Churh, in the Work
man's Hall, the "Weeping Willows." We 
feel honoured by such a figurative descrip
tion. Our pastor, J. R. Shipton, has gone 
forth in the ministry, now for some years, 
"weeping," yet "bearing precious seed: " 
and, as a man, a neighbour, a minister, all 
who know him love and esteem him. Our 
God has honoured him. He has in his flock 
some of his own spiritual child1en around 
him. Peace prevails; prosperity is prayed 
for. On Sunday, July 9, we had wrestling 
prayers for God's blessing on our anni
versary, which was the followinp; day. 
Excursions and school treats, all threatened 
us with being left out in the cold all alone; 
but, praise the Lord, the people came and 
filled our hall full. C. W. Banks came 
again, and the Lord helped him. Brother 
Webb, of Tring, came, and prayed for us 
sweetly. When it was over, our brother 
Shipton publicly thanked his God, his 
brother Ministers, and all his friends. Many 
were blest indeed. We must build a chapel. 

HORHAM. - Sorrow by some is seen, 
occasioned by pastor Thomas Hoddy's 
thoughts of removing to Clare. Mony years 
has Thomas told us of the way to a better 
country. Clare Church h1111 long been in 
weakness. We shall praise God for a revival 
there; but who will come to Horham? 
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SUFFOLK.--For many years, Lnxfield 
Baptist Church has been n gl'een, a flourish
Ing cause of truth. Our pastor, Robert 
Edward Sears, hos been with us over seven
teen years. We Jong to see n larger incoming 
of regenerated and Christ-called sinne~s; but 
we wait in faith, with hope, and prayer. 

HA YES TA BERN ACLE.-Our pastor, 
Mr. R. C. Bardens, received into the Church 
five believer~ the first Sunday in July. It 
was a sacred season. Our tabernacle bas 
been entirely renovated, ond is an ornament 
as well as a source of real good to the 
neighbourhood. 

A WEAK AND LITTE ONE, 

WELLINGBORO'.-ZoAR PAR• 
TICULAR BAPTIST CHAPEL. Second anni
versary was Tuesday, June 20. Brother 
Stringer missed the train,and did not arrive in 
time for afternoon. Mr. F. Fountain preached. 
Tea was kindly provided by friends; 120 sat 
down. Brother Stringer preached the Gos
pel in evening to chapel full of attentive 
hearers. Total proceeds, £11. Praise God 
,for His continued goodness to us. 

W. H. LEE, pastor. 

WJLLINGHAM.-Someofus are grieved 
to find Mr.Jackson is leaving his new taber
nacle here~ His coming to Willingham seemed 
to be a mistake; his efforts to erect another 
Baptist temp!e hll'e looks like a mistake. 
The patrons of the Open Church will not be 
able to drive us New Testament followers of 
our Lord out of every corner yet. Our pas
tor, George Holland, is a man of God. 
-our Church has existed over 200 years; 
thousands of prayers have been presented 
on earth, and perfumed in heaven, on be
half of the old Baptist Church in Willing
:ham. God's eye is on her for good. l'bere 
•may have been some naughty boys doing 
her temporary mischief, nevertheless, " the 
·Cause is God's; it must go on." As a man, 
we respect Mr. Jackson,and having a family 
we all pray the Lord will I take care of him, 

ZION CHAPEL, HIGH WYCOMBE. 
-On May 3, 1876, we held our anniversary, 
·when Mr. Sears, of Laxfield, Suffolk, preached 
two good sermons. Thou11-h the attendance was 
'·Dot so large as we should have liked, yet we 
had good collections and a very good day. 
We wanted £29 to clear off what was behind 
at the end ol the year 1875, and thanks to 
the friends of Zion, we got £37 4s. llcl. 
Thus we have a balance in the hands of our 
treasurer (something new under the sun) 
to meet coming demands. On Sunday, June 
·25, our pastor, Mr, T. Chivers, baptized fil-e 
persons who loved and wished to conless 
their Savionr. We had then a very good 
day. These were added to the Church on 
the Sunday following. "Grace reigns," 
11 G1·aoe, till all the tribes redeom'd by blood, 

Are Laught to know t.hemsolves and God, 
Her omplro shall maintain; 

To call when He appoints therlay, 
And from the mighty take t.he prey, 

Shall grace triumphant rel~n.'' 
Yours in CIJl'ist, R. COLLINS. 

C O R N W A L L.-The decidedly New 
Testament Church at New Quay, near 
Falmouth, is holding on. Ministers have 
supplied as yet, hut a first-rate working ox 
to trend out the corn is required. 

TRING.-Tbe anniversary sermons were 
to be preached in Akeman street large chapel1 
July 26, by the aged Sam ueJ Collins ana 
George Shepherd. We expect Mr. William 
Webb will close his ministry here about 
September. His address will be, Akeman 
street, Tring. The history of this Church, 
of its numerous ministers, and its present 
position, would be one of varied interest. 

FOREST OF DEAN.-PARTICGLAR 
BAPTIST, CrNDERFORD. Anniversary 
August 6. 1'hree sermons, hy Mr. Philip 
Weaver, of Hatherly, near Cheltenham. 
Services at 10.30, 2.30, and 6. Collections 
in aid of chapel funds. On Monday, Aug. 
7, annual tea meeting in the chapel aCfive. 
Tickets one shilling. We hope all friends 
who have the cause of truth at heart will 
try and help in time of need. II ever tru tb 
was at stake, it is now. The Lord help us to 
stand by His Word, for His name's sake, is 
the prayer ot one who wishes well to the 
cause at Cinderford. 

PENN BEACON, NEAR HIGH 
WYCOMBE.-Brother J. P. Miller bas 
been pa~tor here about forty years. Near 
thirty years since, we preached his anni
versary sermons; some then realised saving· 
power. No man ever more faithfully served 
a Church than brother Miller has the flock 
at Penn; but he is afflicted. We love and 
pray for him. His Sunday-school anni
versarv was recently commemorated. The 
brethren Fuller and George White, of High 
Wycombe, preached and addressed the 
schools. The chapel was over-crowded; 
blessings were found. What cause for 
praise! Though pastors fail through many 
years of labour, Christ's Gospel prospers 
still. 

BANBU!tY.-A friend says,-We have 
not yet commenced to build, but intend 
shortly to do so. An elig-ible site is secured 
above half the amount we mean to expend 
is promised. Through what mediums the 
remaining part is to come, is not clear; but 
having tested the Almighty, I am as well 
satisfied, as was Gideon ol old by the wet and 
dry fleeces, that we are being used as agents 
in his Divine bands to accomplish this object. 
Looking to Him for wisdom to direct us, and 
for streng-tl1 to hold us up, who alone is our 
wisdom, and our strength, and to the same 
source for means, to whom all the money be
long-s and in whose bands are the hearts of 
those'He has lent it to, with this label at
tached, "Occupy till I come," "'.e _with con
fidence look forward to the attammg of our 
end, viz :-the erection of a temple iu which 
the discriminating truths of the Gospel shell, 
for years to come, be faithfully proclai)u~d, 
and the ordinances of the Gospel admm1s
tered. 
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HAPPY DAYS AT WILLENHALL. 
It is true thRt the pilgrim traveller has 

much to impede bis prog·ress, and many 
savage beasts of prey to encounter, while 
passin11; through this waste howling wilder- i 
ness. Still there are seasons of joy and glad
ness when his faith looks " beyond the bounds 
of time and space," and quits the stage of 
"the sufferings of this present time" and 
soars up into the upper skies, singing, 

" Though in a for0igu land, 
\\ <' are not far from home. 

An<l nenr<'r to our Father's house 
WceYery moment come." 

And it is not unfrequent that, while en
gaged in the services of Zion, there are re
,•ealed to the vision of his faith pictures of the 
heavenly glory, which being presented by 
the ministrations of truth, inspire him with 
holy anticipations, as he sings, 

'·Oh, when, thou city of my God, 
Sball I th f C'om·ts ascrnd. 

Where conir<'gations ne'er break up, 
And Sabbaths have no end ?" 

Such was the experien<.'e of many of ns 
Lord's-day, July 2, 1876, when special 
sen·ices were held to celebrate thirteenth 
annh·ersary of Strict Baptist Sunday 
school, Gomer street, Willenhall, Stafford
shire. Sermons were preached, morning and 
evening, hy Mr. S. Cozens, pastor; afternoon, 
by Mr. John Heaton, of Batley. 

The subject in morning was "Teaching 
Them;" in evening "The Great Teacher.' 
Pieces were surg by the school children, 
which reflected great pains-taking on the 
part of their teachers. 

Large congregations; liberal collections; 
realised over £20: more than on any previous 
occasion. 

The school is prosperous ; the teachers are 
zealous ; the pastor is happy ; the cause of 
God is flourishing under the faithful mims
trations of Mr. S. Cozens, who does not (as 
the late Watchman on the Walls says) 
"handle his sword politely, when error is. 
the object of its most deadly thrust.'' Few 
men are more independent of men in the 
pulpit as our pastor. 

Please or offend, you have the truth with
out any of the meretricious glosses, by 
which some study to conceal its point and 
power. G. BANKS. 

GATHERED HOME. 
The following note, with its sweet poem, 

we give entire, as received from our beloved, 
but bereaved, brother Daniel Allen. We 
feel comforted in the sanctilied use the Lord 
has wade of the affliction, as is evidenced in 
the spirit and tone of the writer:-

MY DEAR BROTHl!R BANKs,-Grace, 
mercy, and peace to you from the Lord o 
peace. I have been wanting to write you 
of my late journey of 2,200 miles, to visit 
the Churches iu Victoria and Tasmania, to 
see how they do in the holy things of our 
God, and the Gospel of His dear Son ; but 
the great affliction of our dear daughter, 
and the sorrow we have been called to 
realise in her death, has prevented me from 

thus rommunicating with you. Should J 
be able to do so by next mRil, I will. 

The <leRr Lord gave us II most beloved gin 
for nearly twenty-six yenrs, in this our now 
sleeping darling. The Lord manifested His 
mercy, love, and peace to her nbou t ten 
years ago, and made her most lovely in Zion 
nnd very much heloved by all His people' 
We all feel this loss very ll'reatly; yet we d~ 
rejoice that she remains m the same Vine 
building, and body of Christ., so that she i; 
still in our family, friendship, and Churrh so 
that our companionship continues. All 'the 
heavenly things are gathered together 
in Christ, both which are in heaven and in 
earth. All of us are in the same Ark, some 
below,.some above, within speaking distance. 
S,1e bemg dead, yet speaketh. These are our 
comfort in our sorrow. " The Lord gave, 
and the Lord bath taken away, and blessed 
be 1!1e name of the Lord." 

With fervent love to you, I remain, your 
affectionate brother in Jesus, 

DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 
Sydney, April 14, 1876. 

In loving Remembrance of 
MARTHA ALLEN, 

Daughter of Pastor D. Allen. 

Born July 7, 1850. Died April 7, 1876. 

- -" Now Jesus loved Mai"tba." 
DEAR Martha Jesus loved, 

And blessed her with His care i 
He washed her in Hi.s precious blood, 

And made her clean and fair. 

How kind her Saviour was! 
He kept her like a lamb; 

In life and death His love to her 
'\\1as ever still the same. 

Oh, wh9ot a gift she's been! 
All pleasure and no grief. 

She aimed to love, and ~erve, and pleaAe, 
And give us all relief. 

Her prospects good-on earth1 

With one r o love her well 1 

One whom we love, and all esteem, 
Whose praises much excel. 

We all loved Martha much: 
All have- heen very kind; 

How sweet iL is in life and death 
True frienclship here to flnd. 

How much we feel our loss! 
,ve wished h<'r here to stay; 

But Jesus took her spirit home 
To realms of endless day. 

Farewell, we f:lweetly say, 
In J erm1f hlessed love: 

It won·t be long bdore we meet 
In paradise above. 

AngeJic then our love ; 
Not merly human there; 

Wrapt in th0 glory of th0 Lamb, 
Without a 1:1in or care. 

11 Father, Thy will be done,'' 
·we meekly bow to Theo i 

V,te leave our Martha in Thy b.o.nda, 
Till we Thy glory s00. 

HEH LO\'INO F.l.'fHBI\, 

Sydney, April;, 187G. 
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CHALKSHIRE ANNIVERSARY. 
Maidenhend Junction, Saturday night, 

July 15. A rourh, hot study this; a third 
clnss crowded ful ; but once more to Chalk
shire, without one message. To cast myself 
entirely on the Lord is my aim. 

On every leaf In Nnture's book, 
Tbe promise stands out clear, 

The Reed was sown, the summer's come, 
Tbe full corn will appear. 

My soul, In thee bas there been sown 
The seed of life divine? 

Have faith and love In Jesus grown? 
Do you kno .v that He Is thine ? 

His Word, His grace, His name I love, 
They're all I can admire: 

I'll serve Him here; see Hlm above; 
These are my soul's desire. 

Combe Gardens and Valley Farm, Monday, 
July 17. Ye continental roamers amid Alpine 
scenery, come and walk, as I am doing this 
morning, from the seat of Thomas 'fowerton, 
Esq ., across the fields to the church, and 
onward to Kimble station; and if landscape 
scenes delight ye, here ye may feast your 
visionary powers till you feel to want wings 
to fly where suns no more oppress nor 
nature's strength can fail. What a beautiful 
world has our Creator-Day'sman to survey. 
All nature now is in haste to fetch up lost 
time, but to man and beast the ripening 
rays of the sun are strong to consume. 

Having reached the valley of Laun in the 
Lodge, rest is given. Here one might 
almost think the curse of the Fall had never 
come. Some little spots in creation, as well 
some choice specimens of manhood, look as 
though the Fall had hardly toucherl them; 
but we know " the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now." 
We read, "All have sinned, and come short 
ol the glory of God," but, in the different 
phases of society, great differences do ap
pear. 

Sunday, July 16, was a peaceful clay at 
Cbalkshire anniversary. Friend Towerton 
took a basket of provision for the day, aud off , 
we walked under the bills, through the corn, 
down the lanes, over the road, unto the chapel, 
not feeling fitted at all for the services under 
such circumstances, when the temperature 
was over 90. That gracious woman, Mrs. 
Burch, had to bury her daughter on the 
Sunday; all appeared against us in outward 
things, but in Thomas Towerton's kit-cheer 
one sentence came home to my heart, and 
it had to come out of my mouth ; it was 
my morning's text-" And I will punish 
all that oppress them." So the danger 
signal was hung out in the morning; 
and I felt sure it was given for some 
purpose: and, ii only to sound out that 
warning, I knew 1 had not run into 
poor Chalkshire in vain. In that short 
sentence I saw, 

1. God's people will meet with oppression. 
2. The Lord Himself will punish them. 
3. We are to let them alone. "Vengeance 

is mine," saith the Lo1·d," 1 will repay." 
John Andrews, George Lane, and other 

friends are witnesses to the lalse oppression 
of many. All I ask is, either meet me face 

I to face, or wait until the day which Gorl hath 
appointed, a day when He "will judge the 

1 world in righteousness." Until that day 
shall come, I wish to leave friends, foes, and 
all that concerneth me. So many years has 
the Lord upheld and honoured me, in my 
small way, that I de,ire to commit all to His 
righteous de,lling. 

Three consecu live selVices in an open• 
country, on a hot summer', day, is not so 
enjoyahle a.• some might dream. We paw,d 
through morning and afternoon carefully, 
then George Lane, the minister, and myself, 
went into the orchard, sat down under the 
apple trees, and communed together. They 
commenced the service with a Christ
endearing hymn; I did ,o much enjoy it; 
and the whole service was one of perfect 
freedom, with a solemnity no creature can 
command. 

Between the lathers and mothers, and the 
young men anrl maidens, there is a little 
debate about the past and present genera
tion of preachers. My lady Elizabeth 
Weedon, a sister in Christ, going· on toward 
ninety, wished George and myself to call 
and see her after service. She is ripe, ready, 
and hoping soon to be in glory. George 
prayed blessedly ; I spoke a word or two. 
She kindly presented me with her cane-stick, 
and we left her in peace. Now, at Princes 
Risborough, many are waiting for London, 
100 miles by train, ten miles walking, three 
times preachinir, then home. Chalkshire 
chapel must be repaired, who will do it? 
Old J oho Stevens used to say, "Ah! I never 
knew him; I've beard Mr. Briscoe.'' Is he 
sound?" "Yes, and lull of illustrative 
and-instructive matter." Uncle Wood has 
been to hear G. W. Shepherd at Prestwood. 
Some of us thought be would never give out; 
he preached eighty minutes on three words, 
"the blood of Christ." When Thomas 
Towerton came out be said he would make 
another John of Marylebone. So 1 beard 
anniversary ministers measured up, "One 
generation passeth away, and another 
cometh." Prestwood, Long, Marston, Lee, 
Common, all alh-e.-En.] 

SPALDING.-AfHiction and death have 
visited our pastor, Job Vincent. Hisdaugi,ter 
and aged mother both died in June last; but 
be lives and grows in the work, preaching· 
and baptizing, and we l1ope the Lord is adding 
to our Church. In three years and a-hall 
Mr. Vincent has been the means of ad,!iug· 
thirty-two members. We are well attended 
and highly favoured. 

POTTER'S BAR.-We bad a treat the 
other day, when old John Sibree, over 
eighty yenrs of age, came out in the open 
air to preach Sunday school sermons to large 
gatherings of admiring bearers. We think, 
m the main, old John is sound in the grace 
of the Gospel. For mar sixty years, he has 
been a witne,s for Christ in Coven try nnd 
around. We trust be will find thousands 
have been blest through his devoted labours. 
Sixtv vears is a long time for one man to 
be preaching and living Christ in one place. 
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THE FIRST PASTOR OF THE FIRST 
NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH IN 
)URGATE. 
Mr. John Wise, of Faversham, was duly 

recognised ns pastor of the Church meeting 
in Mount Ephraim Baptist chapel, Margate, 
on Tuesday, June 27, 1875. 'ffle following 
little note conveys a faint, but fair outline of 
the ~ervices. 

One of the noblest walks in Thanet's plea
sant isle is from Ram,gate to Broadstairs, 
almost on the edge of the clift. You have on 
your right hand an emblem of eternity, in the 
deep, wide-spreading sea; and on the Jett 
hand, the varied scenes of time, in fields and 
parks, in gardens and orchards, iu cots and 
mansions, yea, in all the different phases of 
earth-born care, with cattle of the gentlest 
kind. 

" How can one descend from this hig·h pre
cipice" said I to a comely and quiet look
ing gentleman, "down to those lovely 
sands'! " where groups of health-seeking 
families were playing with the gently re
ceding waves. 

"Go up yonder, and walk down through 
the tunnel ! You high-doctrine people 
must descend, as well as us whom you con
sider too low to be saved." 

A pause ensued. Some interchanges of 
thought followed. Paul's words came 
lo,•ingly to the heart, and I said : " All that 
can give real happiness in this life, pure 
holiness in the soul, or perfect rest beyond 
the river, is expressed in those precious lines. 
' As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus, 
the Lord, so walk ye in Him, rooted and built 
up in Him, and established in the faith as ye 
have been taught; abounding therein with 
thanksgiving.'" 

"Well, and has John Wise been honour
ably, Scripturally, h~pefully recognised as 
the first pastor of the first Strict Baptist 
Church, in Margate?" 

"Being present during all the services," 
replied a sharp old critic, " I may say, every 
part was well sustained." 

"From what college, academy, or training 
school, does tnis John Wise proceed? We 
attend Countess of Huntingdon's chapel; 
but last Sunday evening our family went to 
Mo\Jnl Ephraim, to hear this new pastor, and 
they ob,;erved a marked difference between 
both the manner and the matter of Mr. John 
Wise and our own minister." 

" He comes from a school called Noah's 
Ark :" at least, it was there he took bis 
pastora egrees; there he received some 
ministerial training; there he learned many 
useful Jes.sons. Previous to hi• going into 
that significant college, John Wi•e had bad 
some painful drilling in one of John Wesley's 
classes ; and his exercises respecting the way 
of salvation were neither lew nor small. 

"Have you always found emigrant• from 
Methodist communities to Baptist Churches, 
the most durable and successful ministers?'' 

"Certainly not. But John Wise appears 
to have been so dreadfully frightened-yea 
80 painfully deceived by his first leaders, and 
Subsequently so powe11ully led into 'the new 

and living way,' that I feel astrongpersua~ion 
if the Lord will still his Guide nnd Lender be, 
before many years have rolled over his bend, 
he will he a prominent and powerlul minister 
of the true Gospel ol the grace of God." 

" Amen ! God grant it may be so; for I 
believe your Baptist Churches will only be 
satisfied with original Divinely-called and 
Christ-ordained pastors; and John Wise ap
pears to be another fulfilment of that part of 
Hannah 's anthem where, referring to the 
Lord's saving work, she says, 'He rmseth up 
the poor out of the dust, and lilteth up the 
beggar from the dunghill, to set them among 
princes, and to make them inherit the 
throne of glory."' 

" I have had the same thoughts." 
"After all, my dear sir" ( exclaimed the 

Margate gentleman to the severe old critic) 
"my mind is not quite satisfied abont these 
movements at all. Will vou allow me to ask 
you three questions?" • 

" M v time is limited. I am off for London. 
I cannot undertake to satisfy you upon all 
the questions you may propose; but I will 
do my best." 

"Thank you, I am not indifferent to the 
views of the Strict Baptist Churches, there
fore most anxiously I ask-

" 1. In what order are these recognition 
services conducted by you? 

"2. What Scripture auth01ity have you for 
conducting them at all? and, 

" 3. What real necessity existed for the 
raising up this new Baptist cause in Margate! 
seeing we have such a good Congregationa 
Baptist Church already, and a mini,ter so 
devout as the Rev. J. Drew, who has been 
settled in New Cross street over ten years, 
has a Church of over 200 members, and a 
chapel which will hold 700 people? Besides, 
there is Nat. Faulkner's old meeting, and 
other useful places. Wherefore erect another 
Church, when none of our places are filled as 
yet?'' 

" Briefly I reply to your first question by 
reading to you the following paragraph. 
Your two last questions shall receive solution 
(D.V.) as soon as possible. Here is the order 
observed :-An interesting ceremony took 
place in Tbanet road, Tuesday last, in the 
form of a public recognition of Mr. John 
Wise as pastor. Two services were held. The 
fir8t in the afternoon. The proceedings were 
opened by Messrs. Hazelton and Hall, of Lon
don, in a solemn manner, with singing, and 
reading God's Holy Word, and truly earnest 
prayer. Mr. Styles described the Gospel 
Church. Mr, Hazelton asked the usual 
questions of Mr. Wise, as to how he had come 
to the knowledge of the truth, his call to 
prea~h, and the articles of his faith. Mr. 
Wise entered at length into these matters; 
bis accounts were declared satisfactory; he 
was formally acknowledged ns pastor, and 
united with the deacon by Mr. C. W. Banks 
( editor of the " Earthen Vessel "). During 
the proceedings S. Jones Esq., showed how 
the Church had been established. Between 
afternoon and evening meeting, the tea was 
provided. In the evening Mr. Hazelton ~d
dressed the pastor, giving excellent advice. 
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Mr. C. W. Banks delivered an appropriate 
address to the Church and congregation con
taining Scriptural counsel ; the meeting was 
addressell by Mr. Sharpe ; other friends took 
part in the proceedings." 

"Thank you, Mr. Critic; I will expect 
answers to other queries, and an account of 
Mr. John Wise's experience, if possible." 
Farewell. 

THE AGED PILGRIMS' ASYLUM AT 
HORNSEY RISE. 

A short paragraph on last month's 
"Vessel" cover, intimated that "a very 
pleasant afternoon would be enjoyed " on 
July 4, at the Asylum at Hornse,v. Know
the Editor of the " Earthen Vessel " is 
generally " well posted " in these matters, 
we determined to "embrace the oppor
tunity," and must confess that again the 
"Vessel" was right, for it was, we think, a 
day of pleasure and profit to the great number 
who attended on the occasion. For the 
guidance and information of those who have 
not yet visited the "Rise," we may say, we 
mounted the 'bus with the word" Favourite" 
on it, at the Bank of England, passing on to 
Moorgate, by Finsbury 5quare, up the City 
road, to the Angel (a very black one, we 
fear) at Islington, on the Holloway road, and 
so to Hornsey Rise, the bus landing us within 
a few minutes' walk of the Asylum. As we 
walked up the hill we met several ministers 
and friends wending their way gently along 
to the Asylum. There was the noble-looking 
successor of Mr. Luckin; a little farther up 
the hill was another minister of the same 
school, Mr. Vinall; presently we met Mr. 
Vaaghan, and also Mr. Franks, and we 
began to think that the anti-Baptist brethren 
were strong on the pilgrim-day. Entering 
the grounds we found the ladies intended 
making the most of the opportunity, having 
erected a spacious tent on a part of the lawn, 
where there was a great variety of goods, 
both useful and ornamental, not, of course, 
at a" great sacrifice," but as it was all profit 
to· go to the benevolentfund, and as the ladies 
gave the goods, we consider they were fully 
and justly entitled to "prices unheard of;" 
and we trust the treasurer of the benevolent 
fund has reaped a large result. If he has 
not, it was no fault of the ladies; all honour 
to their energetic labours. We presume the 
render is aware by this time, that through 
the generosity of a· gentleman, the Asylum 
has been very considerably enlarged. Pre
viously the building consisted ofa long front, 
and two side wings, the garden laying in the 
front of the building. In the addition that 
has been made, the building has been con
tinued from the two side wings, and with a 
corridor, and hall run along the front, it 
makes the building "four-square," having 
in its centre a beautifully-laid-out garden 
with walks and grass plat, which must be 
highly prized by the aged inmates. The ser
mon In the afternoon was delivered by Mr. 
:Battersby, of Sheffield, not in the chapel, hut 
in the new ball, which forms part olthe ad
ditional building. The text was" Harken, 

my beloved brethren, bath not God chosen 
the poor,'' &c., noticing, first, the affectionate 
designation, second, the choice, and third 
the promise. The preacher started by obser~ 
ving he noticed a goodly number of gentle
men with white ties present, and he informed 
them he had not come to preach to them ; 
but to say a few things of an encouraging 
character to the poor. We then had a ser
mon full of Gospel truth, both of a doc
trinal and experimen !al character, and we 
thought it was an excellent consecration 
service for the new hall. The gentleman 
who has erected the forty new rooms 
and the hall, at his own cost of about 
£10,000, presents his gift with the followin!l· 
modest statement, which is cut in white 
marble an!I placed in the hall : 

"N. M. E.-One who loves the Lord's 
aged Pilgrims, had it laid upon his heart to 
build this room [hall] and 42 others tor their 
use. His prayer is that they may prove a 
happy earthly shelter for them until they are 
called to come up higher, ' to be for ever 
with the Lord' (I Thess. iv. 17).-A.D. 
1875-6." 

At the close of the sermon some of the 
friends strolled about the beautiful grounds, 
while others visited the pilgrims in their 
homes; and we could but endorse the remark 
of a gentleman who,havingexpressed his ap
preciation of the entire arrangements of the 
" rooms," said he almost wished he was an 
aged pilgrim himself, to have such acomfor
table place to end the journey of life in. Tea 
was served to above 500 friends, taxing the 
energy of the contract to the utmost; but 
all went otfwell. In the evening a public 
meeting was held in the hall, presided over 
by General Alexander, a general of 
peace, and a great lover of Gospel 
truth and Christian charity. He was 
supported by a number of ministerial and lav 
friends, among them Mr. Battersby, Mr. 
Davis, Mr. Vinall, Mr. Fleming, Mr. Whit
taker, Mr. Marshall, Mr. Walter Howe, l\Ir. 
Jackson, Mr. Murphy, Mr. G. Webb, and 
others. We cannot give even an outline of 
the meeting, but may say, the main point 
now to be gained is to form a "Sustentation 
Fund ;" that is, to get a permanent annual 
income to cover the usual costs urising from 
such a large building, such as rates and 
taxes, gas, water, repairs, insurance, &e. 1 

the amount required foc these charges 
reaching, probably, about £400. Then 
another item is the ~oal fund, to provide the 
inmates with coals during the inclement 
season of the year; because to give poor 
people a comfortable room, and no fire, 
would be certainly leaving an important 
part uRdone; and the forty new rooms have 
no coal fund yet. Here is an opportunity 
for some of the rich in this world's goods 
to invest their capital. The interest is good, 
and the principal safe; for this statement, 
read the Master's words. We hope shortly to 
visit the asylum, with the respected editor 
of the Vessel, and then you may expect some 
of those homely sketches as only he can 
give. A VISITOR. 
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TONGHAM CHAPEL. - Under the 
,iuspices of the Commercial Road Church, 
Guildford, Tong·ham chapel was re-opened 
Monday, July 24. Pastor Slim preached a 
sennon : a public meetinll," was held, presided 
over by J\Ir. J. Billinll," (Guildford). Messrs. 
"'ells, Stedman, Peak, Reynolds, and Tan 
promised to be present. 

FROME.-Mr. Editor, on Sunday, lllay 
28, our pastor, Mr. S. Littleton, baptized 
six persons ( fi 1·e females and one male), and 
on June 25 baptized six others (five females 
and one male). The male in the latter case 
was a member of an Independent Church in 
the town, who witnessed the baptizing, and 
was so impressed with the service that he 
requested his pastor to communicate with 
ours on the subject, and was baptized, as 
before stated. The t-aptizing took place in 
the chapel, as, owing to a scheme of town 
drainage oy the local board of health, the 
ril•er has become too much polluted for 
the purpose. Yours very truly, 

JOSEPH SAWYER. 

DEPTFORD.-During the enlargement 
and refitting of Zion chapel, New Cross, 
Mr. Anderson and his friends have been 
meeting for worship in the noble and spacious 
Lecture Hall, in Lewisham road, capable, 
we should suppose, of seating 1000 persons. 
During their stay here, the congregations 
that have listened to the truth as delivered 
by ~ir. Anderson have been larire; and there 
is reason to believe that the blessing of the 
Lord Las attended His servant's labour here; 
and it is reasonable to suppose that when 
they return to their enlarged chapel, that 
many who have been gathered at the hall 
will follow, so that already there is a prospect 
that the increased accommodation will at 
once be occupied. We understand the chapel 
will be ready for occupation shortly, of the 
opening of which we shall give full particulars. 

CLAPHAM,-REH0BOTH. In connec
tion with our sincere gratitude to the Father of 
all uur mercies, for His manifested goodness 
to us on the occasion of our services, held on 
Whit-Mouday last, we desire, through the 
" Vessel,•· to acknowledge our thanks to the 
friends who met with us. Brother Elven, 
who formerly ministere.J in Clapham, 
preached in the afternoon. A large number 
sat down to tea, after which, a public meet
ing was held, at which our happy and kind
hearted brother, C. Wi!&on, of Mount Zion 
chapel, Dorset Square, presided. Spiritual 
addresses were given by the brothers Elven, 
Kaye, Philips, Nugent, and our pastor. The 
collections, through the friends answering so 
kindly to the appeals ot the chairman, con
siderably exceeded our expectations, our 
outstanding small debts were cleared, £10 
were presented to our pastor, and there re
mained £/,. We then said, and now repeat: 
" 0 give tbBnks unto the lord, tor He is good 
for His mercy endureth tor ever." ' 

Yours in the Lord, 
THE DEACONS, 

BURFORD. - We have report of Mr, 
Flory's success in the Gospel nt Burford. 
Chapel crowded i.~aftizing services ; perse
cu1ions, &c. we! , if the power of the 
Si>irit is pluckint1; some from the burninll' 
the reward will be sure. Saving work 1; 
God's, all the other is mau·s. The separating 
day is not yet. 

BRIGHTON.-We have searched through 
this large religious district for a resting
place in the Gospel. Say not we arn va
g-rants. We seek a sound, a solemn, a 
savoury, a consistent, a comprehensive, a 
soul-edifying minister of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Tell us where to find him. Poor 
Galeed ! We fear Mr. Dennett is too unwell 
to stand Jong. Mr. Harbour, in West street, 
is not John Grace, hut preaches, as well as 
he can, the grace of God. Mr. Glaskin is 
likely to tarry at Bond street. Mr, Wilkins, 
in Queen square, is a clever man. Mr. 
Godsmark tells us ordinances are all put 
away. Can you direct us to any place where 
we might hope to find such a Christ preached 
as He preached who, on closing His ministry, 
said, " I have given you an example that ye 
should do as I have done to you? " Are we 
wrong in searching for such a faithful fol
lower of the Lord? [We think not; but of 
Brighton we know next to nothing.-En.J 

LECTURE BY PASTOR D. ALLEN. 
" The Sydney Morning Herald " of May 

6,says:-
A large audience assembled last evening in 

the Temperance hall to hear a lecture by 
Pastor Allen, intitled "The Bible and the 
Throne ot England.'' The lecturer com
menced by showing that the Gospel was taken 
to England in the apostolic times hundreds of 
years hafore the advent of Augustine, who, 
when he landed there, found large Christian 
Churches, and whose claims on behalf of the 
Papacy were resisted by the Saxon kings
who owned submission to the Bible, hut re
jected the assumption of the Pope-that the 
con test then commenced between the Bible 
and the throne against the Papacy, which 
waged, with varying success, until the con
nection between the throne and the Bible 
was severed when the craven John sul'l'en
dered his crown to the Pope's legate-that 
the restoration ot the union was effected in 
the reign of Henry VIII., and made sure in 
the reign of Elizabeth, since which it has 
remained unbroken until the present day. 
He contended that the connectiou was a 
close one between the English throne and the 
Bible, as between a building and its founda
tion, to dissever which would be destl'Uction 
-that that man could not be a loyal subject 
who would deny either the being of God or 
the truth of His Holy Word. He therefore 
denounced the attempt made by ,ome of the 
present day tu proscribe the use of the Bible in_ 
its entirety in r.ublic schools. A vote ot 
tb dnks was unan mousl y accorded to the lec
turer, who in return offered his thanks to 
tb011e who had honoured him w1th their pre
sence,-[Mr . .A.lien 1till works hard and 
well. Our God will help the right.] 
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ing, Satan is roaring : but God is working. 
To Him be all the yraise, We h0pe to see a 
large gathering o our friend•, anrl to be 
favoured with a good day on our anniversary 
( See notice). 

CAMDEN TOWN.-Twenty-sixth anni
versary of old Zion Sunday school, meeting 
in Milton Hall, was Lord's-day, June 18, 

1 

H. Hall, of Clapham1 preached a practical 
sermon in the mornmg (D. Gander sup
plying for him). In the alternoon, twenty 
scholars recited selectio~s from the Book_ of I CLAPHAM.-Mr. H. Hall's re-opening 
God, and other wor~~ rn accordance with • services, at Ebenezer, Wirtem berg street. 
the tea,ihlngs ~n~ spmt of the Gospel. All . This chapel has undergone entire renovation. 
spoke ?Ut so d1stmctly that the cr?wded con- 1 It is a beautifully neat Strict Baptist chapel, 
gregallon could he~r. The children ~!so I with all modern and comfortable improve
sun!\' very appropriate h,Ymns,. refl~ctmg ments. Here Mr. Henry Hall, a city trades
credit on all wh? had so. kmdly a1deel Ill the i man, a Christian gentleman, and a faithful 
work .. The ch~1rmnn said_ they wanted good minister, has given his time, his powers of 
colle_chons to _give the ch1ld~en a~nual ex- mind and body, and temporal aid beside, in 
curs1on. This was done with right good devotion to the blessed Redeemer's kino-
will. The chairma_n, as president of . the I dom on the earth, for many years. Tuesda;, 
school, addressed kmd words to the l,1ttle I July 11, 1876, was given up to special 
ones, and present~d to each of the reciters : services. The chapel was well filled with 
a hand.some book Ill the name of the teachers three congregations of zealous Christians, 
~nd friends.. Our beloved pastor pre~ched who appeared happy in the services of prayer, 
m the evenmg; the p_eople and the children of praise, and preaching, which, from early 
were happy, the Sav10ur was exalted, and morn till late at night were continued and 
Israel's God was glorified. May all Churches, carried out without ar{ unpleasant souud or 
schools, pa~tors, and people be as h_appy, and jar. Mr. Juhn Hazelton preached in the 
t~ousand times ~ore prosp~rou_s, ~ the de- morning upon the perfection and perpetuity 
sire of one deeply mterested Ill Zions welfare. of the Redeemer's glorious prosperity-

" The pleasure ot the Lord shall prosper in 
WATFORD.- l:IEULAH BAPTIST His hands." We silently said, as we fol-

CHAPEL, Amidst the too general dearth , ]owed him through the discourse, "John 
complained of in our Churches, and the de- 1 Hazelton is master ot himself, of his subject, 
pression consequently resulting therefrom, it and of his hearers." We wish from our 
is pleasing and encouragin~ to have to note notes to give a sketch, if time and room will 
the good hand of<;todat work here and there. allow, for we thought it a thorough exhaus
Where there are signs of greenness, growth, tive sermon. Mr. Israel Atkinson, of 
and any measure of spiritual prosperity, is it Brighton (after Mr. Holden had read and 
not well t~ ackno:wl~dge and _puhhsh the same ! prayed), came up in _the afternoo~, wi~ a 
to the praise of Zions ever faithful and cove , disr.ourse on the exJler1mental conflicts of the 
nant God ?- children of God. 1'he text was, " Inheri-

" We are as a garden walled around, tance among them which are sanctified," &c. 
Cho•en and made peculiar ground." "Talk of Standard men," said one,'· surely 

Like many other little Churches, surrounded this sermon would compare with any of 
by much formalism and Ritualism, and con- them." But we observed, while Mr. Atkinson 
sequently exposed to the scorn and contempt I was probing the wounds and exposing the 
of worldly professors of religion ; but God has hidden sources of the believer's sorrows, he 
been, and iij,Still, in our midst, working won- also insisted decidedly upon the reign of grace 
ders. On Lord•s-day, July 2, six more in true Christians, which daily carried them 
were added to the Church-five by baptism- to the fountain of atoning blood for cleansing. 
amongst them, the last and youngest child of Israel Atkinson discoursed upon the three 
our pastor, this making the fourth of his own• points in the text: l. A certain _people 
children he bas had the unspeakable pleasure spoken of. 2. They have an mheritance. 
of baptizing and receiving into the Church. 1 3. The design of the Christian min~try in 
How rich and sovereign the grace and favour relation to them. While in the mornmg we 
bestowed on some families. Amongst those had the eternal perfection ol the dear Son of 
recently baptized were one or two who have God exhibited; in the allernoon t~e town of 
been for many years waiting for the moving Mansoul was entered ; the armies of the 
of the waters, the others more recently met aliens were discovered; a~d. the nece8:"ity f_or, 
with. During the five years' ministry of our and the nat~re of, a ~1vme sanclifi_cation 
brother Burrell amongst us, the Church has as an essential element Ill !he salvat10n ol 
increased trom eight or nine menbers to a!>out God, ~as coutended for :W(th i:reat ~gu
-eighty. We have a school of about eighty t,, mentahve fore~ and m1m~t~r1al ability. 
100 children and a schoolroom to seat 100 The proclamation of these different phases 
·children has 'been erected at the back of the of truth must be beneficial to many. A 
chapel and paid for. The sittings in the bountiful supply of food for the _outer m3;11 
•chapel are all let, and we require more was supplied, and all cl~d up with a public 
room; but cannot move in that directio~ gatheying in t~e e,•emng-:-Walter ~owe, 
until the remaining debt of about £200 is Esq. m the chrur, and s~m t speeches from 
paid. Our prayer meetings are well attended, a large number of the differen! pastors of 
and a spirit of earnest humble supplication our London Churches. A review of these 
.,poured out. Frequenthwenumberasmany, good men we hop~ to give. Mayc>ur brother 
as from twelve to twenty praying brethren : ll. Hall !'nd l!li people se!' many ~uch 
.at our prayer meetings. Enemies are watch- : Gospel fest1vals, 1f the Lord will. C.\\. B. 
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R{CHMOND.-On June 21, 1876, the 
Church in Rehoboth celebrated the forty
fourth annh·ersary of Mr. W. J. Gooding's 
being sent out to preach the Gospel. Sermon 
by Mr. Thomas Strin11;er. The president of 
evening· meeting, James Mote, Es11. Mr. 
Gooding g·ave a lively and instructive narra
tive of his travels in America and Eng·land, 
which \l'e hope will he issued. C. Masterson, 
Thos. Stringer, and R. G. Edwards spoke on 
behalf of the pastor ; especially so, did the 
ven. Mr. Kealey, who had known and es
teemed Mr. Gooding many years. C. W. 
Banks, in a brief address, said, Let me ask for 
a rig·hteous recompense for a minister of 
Christ, who has spent nearly fifty years of 
his life in carrying the seed-ba~ket hither 
and thither, scattering the seeds of truth all 
around. I believe we ought to 11:ive him a 
pension, so that he mi11:ht preach on here 
without either himselt or his sweet Naomi 
being unduly troubled about where the bread 
and water is to come from. God has merci
fully helped me to soothe the dying pillow of 
some of His dear saints and servants. Lately 
we have buried four who were taken care of 
to the end ! An effort to help those ol the 
household of faith, who are wearied and weak 
in the way, would have the sympathy of 
every humane heart, the patronage of a par
ticular providence, and the fulfilment of that 
peat promise, " Blessed is be that con
sidereth the poor-the Lord shall deliver him 
in the time of trou hie." 

We are pained to learn the result of the 
meeting, though numerously attended, was 
not of much temporal benefit. We must help 
this afflicted brother. 

STIJllRY, NEAR CANTERBURY.
June 26, 1876, was the day fixed for holding 
anniversary services of Stuny Baptist 
Church. Knowing the "Village Preacher" 
was to preach there on that day, at the above 
place, we took our tickets at the Pluckly 
station, S.E.R., for Sturry, and reached 
it about ten o'clock. We were met by several 
warm-hearted friends in the Gospel. 

The weather was most propitious. Many 
friends 11:atllered from Canterbury, Beth
ersden, Plunkly, &c. The day throughout 
was marked with a hearty welcome on be
half of our Sturry friends, who bad studied 
to refresh the outer as well as inner man. 

Our preacher for the day took for his text, 
in the morning, 2 Cor. ii. 14: "Now thanks 
be unto God which alwavs causeth us to 
triumpb in Cbrist, and maketb manifest the 
savour of His knowledge by us in every 
place." Afternoon from Isaiah," And a Man 
shall be as an hiding-place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of 
water in a dry place ; as the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land." In the 
evening from Hebrews, "But unto the 
Son He saitb, Thy throne, 0 God, is for 
eve• and ever, a sceptre oi righteousness is 
the sceptre of Thy kingdom. Thou hast loved 
righteousness and hated iniquity, therefore 
God, even Thy God, bath anomted Thee 
with the oil of gladness above Thy fellows." 

It was generally a good day ; all seemed to 

be in a happy spirit. We certainly live in a 
~ay of Gospel freedom, Gospel pl'ivl!eges, and 
m the abundance of the Gospel, yet the 
power of the Gospel in the heart seems 
lacking. May God arise in our 1nidst and 
plead His own cause, prays _ 

ONE WHO WAS THERE. 
[We may add Mr. Charles Hancock, the 

Sturry pastor; Mr. R. Y. Banks, the 
Ed11:erton pastor; Mr. B. Baker, the 
Betilersden pastor, all helped in the services. 
Mr. Rowden, of Canterbury, and others were 
kind to cheer us.] 

TONGHAM, NEAR ALDERSHOT. 
A few words relative to the experience and

death of a sister in tlle Lord at this place. 
Mr:a. Julia Baker, the beloved wife of Mr. 

John Baker, resided with her uncle aml aunt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Butt, and she attended with 
these good relations the Baptist ministry in a 
little chapel upon their own premises; and 
not unfrequently journeyed with them to, 
Aldershot, more especially since the tem
porary closing of Tongham chapel. 

The niece was the object of many prayers. 
Some years past her disposition betokened a 
work of the blessed Spii-it in her heart. Her 
conflicts with her soul"s foe were at times 
severe. She bad been in failing health for a 
considerable period, which circumstance 
seemed to urge her to " seek the Lord while 
He may be found." 

Twelve months last Christmas morning, 
she was most wishful to attend an early 
prayer meeting at Aldershot. Whilst on her 
way thither, a distance of about a mile and a 
half, the devil entered into a fierce parley 
with her, as to there being any good in her 
attending this service. She did go, however, 
and it proved a most blessed exercise to her 
heart and mind. Mr. Wells conducted the 
meeting. She was given some arguments for 
Satan. She rejoiced in the Lord for days 
afterwards. 

Some six months since consu~ption set in 
upon her, she gradually .~ank, and expired 
on the27th May, nt the a11:e of 23. I knew 
her many years. I was called from Guilford 
to see her, two days previous to her depar
ture for glory. She was then in a comfor• 
table state of mind. On the next evening 
( previous to her demise in the morning) she 
endured much trial and anxiety. She could 
not be comforted, she was perfectly conscious, 
and knew all that pa..qged. The happy time 
(which she had been told would come) came. 
"Will Mr. M. forgive me for what I said to 
him last evening?" was her question to those 
about her dying pillow. "Tell him, when 
you see him, how happy I was." "Jesus has 
come, with His holy angels1 to take me to 
heaven." "I am redeemea by the blood of 
the Lamb." These and similar expressions 
were uttered by her, and the waving of her 
hands: and thus she passed away, to the 
grief of her dear husband and relations, who 
are made to feel the stroke as a heavy bur
den, and who desire theprayers of the.Lord's 
people, that the event may be sanctified to 
them. The interment took place at Alder-
shot cemetery. :M. W. 



(ONE OF THE SERMONS AT THE OPENING OF NEWBOLD BAPTIST CHAPEL 
ROCHDALE, JULY, 1876,) 

BY MR. DRYSDALE. 

"Christ is the Eternal Rock on which His C,'hurch is built; 
The Shepherd of His chosen flock; the Lamb that took OUl' guilt: 
Our Counsellor, our Guide; our Brother, and our Friend; 
The Bridegroom of His chosen bride, who loves her to the end." 

"A.ND I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will bnilct My 
Church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."-MATT. xvi. 18. 

rrHE great questions of men's minds revolve around Christ. The 
world cannot afford to let Him alone. His presence stirs and 

agitates the deepest activities of the hllillan heart. His person, His 
work, His claims, are all fitted to evoke the most serious inquiries. 
The present scene opens at Ciesarea Philippi. From it we learn how 
people had been talking about Christ. And we are led to feel that what 
we think of Him is, of all subjects of thought, the most transcendently 
important. "Whom do men say that I am? " is one of those questions 
which the world cannot refrain from agitating, or from being agitated 
with. But with what point and pungency our Lord brings home to our 
own consciences the personal inquiry, "Whom say YE that I am ? " 
This was the question that brought Peter to the fore-front with his 
heaven-taught testimony. Christ will be confessed before men. His 
disciples dare not carry dark-lanterns, but must tear witness to Christ's 
name. Peter was more advanced than the others in his spiritual know
ledge of Christ, and he was enabled to bear the noblest and highest 
testimony which had ever yet been borne to the trne nature and 
character of Christ's person and mission-" Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." And, as those that honour Christ will be honoured 
of Him, so, in return for Peter's grand confession of the Saviour, the 
Lord proceeds to confess and honour him before men. He, in effect, 
says, "You have owned and acknowledged Me as the Christ, the Son 
of the living God; I acknowledge and own the trnth and appropriateness 
of the name I once gave you. You are indeed Peter now-a bit of 
real Rock-a specimen-piece, as it were, of the very material on which 
I propose to build My Church." 

When the Church of Christ is viewed as a spiritual fabric-a 
mighty, invisible building together of redeemed human souls-Christ 
alone is the Foundation on which such a mass of human souls can find 
a settled resting-place. " Other foundation can no man lay than that 
is laid, which is Christ Jesus.'' But, in another sense, Christ's Church 
is a visible and historical institution-an outward community, or 
collection of communities of professing disciples throughout the world ; 
and of the Church, in this external aspect, Christ is not Bo much the 
Foundation as the Architect and Builder, who has to select the right 
material by which the visible society of the Church is to be ~egun and 
carried forward. And hence we read of the "Foundation of the 
apostles and prophets." Now, Peter had, by virtue of the nature and 
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style qf his confession of Christ, shown himself to be the very kind of 
material which the Lord would use in rearing the ordinance or institu
tion of His Church among men. It is as if we were colloqually to say, 
"Thon art granite, and it is on this very SORT of thing-on very granite 
alone-I mean to build an indestructible edifice on earth." 

The " Rock" we conceive to be the Divine revelation regarding 
J esns Christ, as made known to, and worked into, the experience of 
heaven-taught souls, or rather, perhaps, these souls themselves, of which 
Peter was a specimen, converted into the adamant of faithful con
fessions of the Divine revelation, made known to them of God, regarding 
Jesus Christ the Saviour. And did not Peter's sole, special honour lie 
in his hanng been the first to confess Christ as thus revealed to him, 
and his ha,ing had the priority over others in being used by Christ 
like a bit of foundation-rock, on which to raise up this imperishable 
Church? Some piece of rock must be first, and downmost, and this 
was Peter's honoured place; but a precisely similar, though historically 
subsequent, honour have all the saints who similarly confess the Saviour, 
Christ the Lord, and become, like Peter, the willing instruments and 
channels of God's revelation of Christ to men. 

On such confessors Christ builds ever His Church; and, as they 
become immovable, like the Divine revelation itself, it stands firm and 
fast from age to age. Here is the guarantee that Christ "shall never 
be without a seed to serve Him." Here lies the security for a Church 
abiding for ever. " The gates of hell shall not prevail against it." The 
idea is borrowed from the old Oriental usage of the king sitting at the 
city gates to give judgment and administer the laws. Hence the gates 
represent the seats of power and authority. .And so we still speak of 
the Turkish Empire as "the Ottoman Porte," or "the Sublime Porte"; 
that is, the Ottoman gate. Thus, "the gates of hell" signify the powers 
and influences of the great opposing kingdom of darkness. 

The powers of persecution, of apostacy, of treachery, of corruption, 
shall ne,er prevail. Inroads may be made at various points; the whole 
line of the Church may waver aud yield; but the Church itself destroyed 
never I This is the anril on which many a hammer has been broken to 
pieces; this the promontory on which many a wave has been dashed 
into spray. .Any particular and local Church may be destroyed, and 
pass away in its unfaithfulness. Where, for example, are now the 
apostolically-founded Churches of .Asia Minor? .Any national Church 
may be swept aside, but we need never speak of THE Church being in 
danger. Its well-being may be impaired-let us ourselves take care 
that we be found "faithful among the faithless "-but, so long as the 
Father continues to reveal the Son, and men be more like Peter, who 
shall receive and testify of Christ, the" being" of the Church remains 
imperishable. . 

.And, as a further reward of Peter's high confession of Christ, it is 
declared that he shall be an office-bearer in the Church of Christ. This 
we take to be the meaning of the promise in verse 19: " .And I will 
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven"; not, be it observed, 
as some have imagined, "I will give unto thee, to give unto others, the 
keys," &c. There is no such strange succession. Christ alone, and 
Christ direct, is the Bestower of all offices in His Church. He is its 
alone Head, and the one Fountain of order and authority. To Peter, 



AND OHRISTIA.N RECORD. 2f.3 

but not to him alone, were given keys-the key of doctrine to declare 
infallibly, and in Christ's Name, the one only method of' mercy and 
forgiveness; and the key of government and discipline, to set forth how 
Christ would have His kingdom ruled, aIJ.d the affairs of His house 
regulated and ordered. These were the things to be allowed or dis
allowed, by Christ in heaven, according as they were fixed and settled 
by Peter. and his fellow-apostles upon earth. Oh, how different this 
from priestly claims to forgive or absolve from sin! The grand lesson 
~e should learn is this: That Christ must not be removed far away, as 
1f He were only at the further end of a long chain of priestly succession. 
but He is to be recognised as the continually-present Dispenser of gift~ 
and graces among His people. 

KING JESUS, HIS KINGDOM, AND HIS LAWS. 
OUTLINE OF A BAl?'IIZING SERMON, 

PREACHED BY MR. W. CARPENTER, IN ARTILLERY STREET CHAPEL, Lonn's-DAT 
EVENING, JUNE 4TH, 1876. 

" Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and ye perish from the way, when His wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they ihat put their trust in Hirn.''-Pealrn ii. 12. 

THE Saviour is represented in this Psalm as a King, but, as when 
the children of Israel, on that sole= night of the Passover, ate 

the Lamb whole, so the faithful view Christ as a whole Christ; as Paul 
asked, Is Christ divided? The dear Saviour is not only King in Zion, 
but He has other offices. He is a Prophet-" I will raise them up a 
Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put :My 
words in His mouth; and He shall speak unto them all that I shall com
mand Him" (Dent. xviii. 18); also He is a Priest,-" Wherefore, holy 
brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus " (Heb. iii. I). He is the 
Prophet, Priest and King, the Antitype of all that had gone before. 

How many there are who have no objection to receive the Saviour as 
a Prophet, or as a Priest, but when He is presented by His ministers as 
King in Zion they object, they do not like Him to make laws; many of 
His people say, "Let Him kiss me with the kisses of His mouth, for 
Thy love is better than wine;" they want His kisses, but never kiss 
Him with the kiss of homage, nor acknowledge His Kingship by making 
a public profession and obedience to His laws, nor follow in the foot
steps of Him who said, " Suffer it to be so now, for THUS it becometh 
us to fulfil all righteousness." There is something very striking in the 
text I have just read. Our dear Saviour is King now as much as ever; 
His laws are as binding now as when He first uttered them; time has 
not altered His peculiar relation to His people, nor changed His laws. 
As preachers, we are aware that in a mixed congregation there are 
persons present who hold differenL views respecting the ordinance of 
baptism; we are consequently compelled to make a subject like this 
one of controversy, although there really would not be any necessity to 
do so, if persons would but study the question, for it is very plain: t~ey 
went down into the water, and came up out of the water. Some m
dividuals have been foolish enough to write against this ordinance, ha,e 
laboured to show that baptism by immersion is not Scriptural, and that 
sprinkling is the true baptism ; but this is mere assertion, and assertion 



264 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

is no proof. What is required is not assertion, but one case at least 
· of an instance of sprinkling, and this as yet has never be~n given ; I am 
not defending an ordinance of my own making, but my Master's ; and 
I solemnly invite you to search for YQUrselves and see if you can find 
a single instance of baptism by sprinkling recorded in the Holy Scrip
tures. 

In dividing this text, I will, as God shall enable me to speak, do so 
,omewhat after the following order:-

!. Present the Saviour as Zion's King. 
II. The nature of His Kingdom. 
III. The laws of His Kingdom. 
IV. The homage enjoined. 
V. The blessedness of His willing subjects. 
I. Zion's King. Here we have the supremacy and headship of 

Christ; and to make this evident, the Father said, " Yet have I set My 
king upon My holy bill of Zion;" and, in continuance, He says, "Ask 
of Me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession;'' and in the same 
part of Scripture (Psalm ii.) the Saviour answers by saying, "I will de
clare the decree." Here is the Saviour's establishment as King by the 
Father, and the Son's recognition of His delightful title by undertaking 
to perform what had been committed unto Him; for witness how He 
declared the decree,-" Father, Thou bast loved them as Thon hast 
loved Me, for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world ; " 
also take notice of the manner of His declaring the decree, in His 
sermon on the Mount. It is true that His authority and Kingship were 
called into question by the priests and elders, for "when He was come 
into the temple, the chief priests and the elders came unto Him as He was 
teaching, and said, By what authority doest Thou these things? and who 
gave Thee this authority?'' but on the other hand, others said, "Never 
man spake like this Man." Jesus was King in the manger; as such the wise 
men worshipped Him, death owned Rim as King of kings by releasing 
bis icy grasp when the dear Saviour cried, " Lazarus come forth ! " Even 
the restless winds lulled themselves at His command when He said, "Peace, 
be still." "And the wind ceased, and therf) was a great calm." How 
fitting this is with reference to us; when troubles, sins, temptations, and 
cares gather thick and fast, and our King says," Peace, be still," how soon 
are all these oppositions silenced ! We also see that He has as much 
authority over nature on land as He has at sea; for the barren fig-tree 
withered at His bidding, and the dying thief acknowledged Him as King; 
see his request, " Lord, remember me when thou comest into Thy 
kingdom.'' 

The dear Saviour is King now, " He bath on His vesture and on His 
thigh a name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords:" read it, ye 
angels that wait His nod; read it, ye infidels, and tremble; read it, ye 
saints, and rejoice that the I ,ord reigneth; read it, ye glorified Church on 
high, and cast your crowns at His feet, and crown Him Lord of all. 

All ages have joined in owning Him as King; see the Church's 
description of Him in the Psalm xiv.: "I speak of the things 
which I have made touching the King:'' "for He is thy Lord, and 
worship thou Him," etc., etc.; and in the Psalm xxiv., it is 
written, " Lift up your heads, 0 ye gates; even lift them np, ye ever-
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lasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in." How is He 
viewed by the righteous? Isaiah said, "Thine eyes shall see the 
King in His beauty; they shall behold the land that is very far off;" and 
this honour have all His saints; and when they are brought into His 
banqueting house, while the King sitteth at His table,•" My spikenard 
sendeth forth the smell thereof." The types and shadows of the 
ceremonial law were galleries wherein the King was held and beheld: 
see David, Solomon, the prophets, etc. 

He has many atbractions. "Behold, a King shall reign in 
righteousness." Has this ever been true of any earthly sovereign in 
the true sense of the word? This person is most lovely; the Church 
said when she beheld Him, "How great is His beauty!" "His mouth 
is most sweet," etc.: see the heavenly truths that dropped from His 
lips at various times. Are not His faithfulness, His gentleness, His 
truthfulness, His compassion, etc., so many_ attractions to those who 
love Him? John said that His name was faithful and true. 

Who crowned Him? The Jews refused to do so. "He came 
unto His own, and His own received Him not." 'Tis true in a 
panic they wished to thrust regal honours upon Him, but He said, 
"My kingdom is not of this world." The world never crowned Him: 
"I receive not honour from men.'' The world saw no beauty in 
Him that they should desire Him, and the Jews cried, "Away with 
Him, crucify Him." So they crowned Him with thorns. 

But who did crown Him? The Father crowned Him on the 
Mount of Transfiguration and at His baptism; mark what is written in 
the first of Hebrews, "When He bringeth in the first begotten into the 
world, He saith, And let all the angels of God worship Him." The 
-Church crowned Him when she said, "Go forth, 0 ye daughters of Zion, 
and behold King Solomon with the crown wherewith His mother crowned 
Him in the day of His espousals, and in the day of the gladness of His 
heart." Babes crowned Him, saying, " Hosanna to the Son of David!" 
the dying thief crowned Him; the glorified in heaven with the angels, 
crown Him; and John's description of Him is," On His head were 
many crowns." 

II. His kingdom. His kingdom differs from all other kingdoms. 
"The kingdom of God cometh not with observation. Neither shall they 
say, Lo here! or, lo there; for, behold, the kingdom of God is within 
you; neither is this kingdom meat or drink, but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." Observe, it is spiritual; the 
Saviour said, " If My kingdom were of this world, then would :My 
servants fight;" "but the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds," &c. The 
spirituality of this kingdom is beautifully set forth in the parables. It 
is a kingdom full of mystery, because ( 1) it is founded on the death of 
its King; (2) none of its subjects are born in it, but must be born again 
in order to enter it-in other words, are translated out of Satan's king
dom into the kingdom of God's dear Son; the subjects were all strangers, 
and aliens frt,m the commonwealth of Israel, but are now made nigh by 
the blood of Christ; (3) all its subjects are poor, yet immensely rich; 
they buy and sell without money and without price; ( 4) 'tis a kingdom 
of peace, yet always at war; and, lastly, there is no debt in this king
dom. What a blessed kingdom this is, that discovers such a state of 
happiness, unity, peace, and government! " Blessed are the eyes that 
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see these things," for this takes in all the election of grace; they become 
willing subjects in the day of His power. 

III. The laws of His kingdom. Now the Saviour has laws in 
connection -with His kingdom. All the kingdoms of this world possess 
laws; there are none without, thougli they may be imperfect and harsh. 
It is truly said, concerning this country of our nativity, that her children 
are free, and never shall be slaves. Even slaves, when they set foot on 
English soil, are free; but this, in the natural sense, does not by any 
means mean that they are entirely free from all law. A slave may 
walk at liberty in this country, but he must not, if he value his liberty, 
steal another's property, else, if he did, he would soon be deprived of 
his freedom. Are the Lord's subjects under law? Yes, His laws are 
plain and essential. Some people, in order to escape from the difficulty, 
say there is nothing saving in baptism. Do we say there is? Is there 
anything meritorious or saving in the Lord's Supper, as an ordinance? 
But will the objector to believers' baptism say there is nothing saving 
in the Lord's Supper, and then refuse to sit down and partake of it? 
There is no merit attached to preaching or prayers, but shall we say 
we will have no preaching, no prayers, no singing, no assembling our
selves together (as is the manner of some), no Lord's Supper, simply 
because there's nothing saving or meritorious in such? I contend 'tis 
essential to honour my Lord, and show I am a lawful and happy subject. 
If time permitted, we could go into some of these laws of His kingdom; 
we will, however, just mention one or two:-Preaching is a law-" Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature." Teach
ing and baptizing, that union is very plain; singing; the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper might be mentioned; but this particular ordinance, 
believers' baptism, differs from all other baptisms, as to the mode and 
the proper subjects. 

III. The obedience enjoined. There are several kinds of baptisms 
mentioned in the Bible. There was the baptism of the utensils as used 
nuder the ceremonial law (see Mark vii. 4, 8). There was also the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, and, with reference to the latter, how many 
mistakes many good people fall into. They say they cannot see believers' 
baptism, but they can see the baptism of the Holy Ghost, and yet they 
do not honour it ; if so, they would contend for miracles, and speaking 
in unknmrn tongues, &c. ; but the fact is, they do not know what they 
mean when they refer to the baptism of the Holy Ghost. We know 
what they wish to convey-that the blessed Spirit is the great Teacher 
in regeneration-but this is not called by what they term it; a dis
tinction must be made. Peter made this clear on the day of Pentecost, 
when, on that solemn occasion, 3,000 individuals were baptized. There 
was the baptism of suffering. The mother of Zebedee's children asked 
a fa:rnur; namely, that her two sons might sit one on His right, and the 
uther on His left hand in His kingdom. He asked them if they were 
able to drink of the cup that He should drink of, and be baptized with 
His baptism of rnffering; and they said," We are able." Now, I 11sk 
Would sprinkling set forth Christ's baptism of suffering? Then there 
is :figurati,e baptism. See the children of Israel passing thro~gh the 
Red Sea-the heavens above, the sea like two walls on each side, and 
the ground beneath. I ask, Would sprinkling fully represent such a 
\iaptism as this? Take Noah, shut up in the ark-" whereunto the 
like figure doth now save us," &c. Re was buried in the ark, and 
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afterward came out into the world. We read of being buried wth him, 
being" baptized in Jordan," "went into the water and came np out of 
the water," and because there was much water. It is also called waRhinO': 
" Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins." The clothes ;e 
wear are not made clean by the laundress by being simply sprinkled, 
but by being plunged into the water. 

As to the subjects worthy of this ordinance, they must understand 
that what is required is belief. "If thou believest with all thine heart 
thou mayest.'' A person destitute of grace will not believe; an infant 
cannot believe, or bring forth fruits meet for repentance; so, on the 
other hand, we read of those who were " baptized in ,Jordan, confessing 
their sins;" and as to infants being baptized with the households, where 
is the proof th,at there were any infants? we have no proof even that 
Lydia was married, or ever had any children. The ordinance, we con
tend, was designed to the end of time, designed to honour the dear 
Master. People may object to it, but Christ was not ashamed to own it, 
and shall I be ashamed? 

"Ashamed of Jesus? yes, I may, 
When I've no sins to wash away." 

IV. The homage enjoined. 
"Whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before 

My Father which is in heaven." The world is not ashamed of crime, 
why then should we be ashamed to own our Master in this solemn 
ordinance? In order to yield Him homage, simply own Him as King, 
walk in His ways, take up His cross, be His disciple; in doing this, you 
kiss the Son, you _crown Him, and own Him as your Lord and Master. 
And, lastly, the blessedness of the people. " Blessed are they that 
trust in Him;" He will say to His enemies, bring them forth and slay 
them that would not that I should reign over them. 

The Church will own Him; and as all things are in His hande
death, hell, the winds and the waves, &c., so He will ever take care of 
those who love Him. Blessed are the people that are in such a case, 
He will bring them all off victorious. Amen. 

WHO ARE THESE 1 AND WHENCE CAME THEY 1 
'Tis mercy, Lord, that Thon hast brought 

My mind to seek her peace in Thee; 
Yet while I seek and find Thee not, 

No peace my wandering soul can see. 
Oh I when shall all my wanderings end, 
And all my steps to Theeward tend I 

" NAMES WRITTEN IN REA VEN" is the theme we are pur
suing still. And gentle rays of light occasionally seem to 

indicate the morning is coming. 
It has been a long dark nio·ht with me one way and another. The 

north-east wind has been mo~e searching than one can define. The 
clashing elements of time-things have been something like the destroyers 
which suddenly broke upon Job's possessions. Outsiders have heard 
the rolling of the thunder and they have concluded that the sentence 
of death had fallen for ev;r-that all was over and gone. Again and 
again, as Elihu said to Job, we have cried out under the oppression of 
enemies, and have said, "Where is God our Maker, who giveth songs 



268 • THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

in the night?" "Songs in the night" have been given; hence, we 
have not dwelt altogether in silence, nor have we been left in the deep, 
dark pit of despair. 

After travelling all Saturday, August 5th, 1876, to take some little 
part in the opening services of that elegant and well-appointed structure, 
called "Newbold Baptist Chapel," in the hard-working and populous 
town of Rochdale ; after some exercise of mind as to whether the Lord 
would breathe into my soul any one word to carry to the people; after 
some sleep in our lovely and well-laid out " Moss College," I awoke 
early on the Sunday morning with my little bruised heart sighing out, 
"Oh, my blessed Jesus! do speak some precious word into my soul." 
And, as kindly as a heavenly whisper can come, this sentence entered 
into me: "STRONG CONSOLATION." A persuasion rolled up and down 
m, mind that all the workers in this Newbold cause stood in need of 
" A Strong Consolation''; and a faint little hope sprung up that I was, 
in the Lord's hands, to be the bearer of this consoling Word. 

The noble original promoter-the building committee, the mJnister, 
the deacons, the members of the Church, the leaders of the Schools, the 
sympathising friends-yea, I saw they all had had griefs; they had been 
in sorrows, crooks, crosses, and disappointments from the moment they 
were compelled to leave good old John Kershaw's "Hope Chapel," up to 
the opening of the Newbold-hall Chapel. I was persuaded that, with 
the righteous souls of God's regenerated elect, there had been no small 
tempest laying upon them. 

Ilut how was this strong consolation to be given? "By showing them 
the three-fold character and condition of the espoused Church of 
Christ." See-

First-Her original and heavenly condition-" The heirs of 
promise." What veins of saving truth rolled out of that one Scripture I 
"If children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus 
Christ." There is the eternal source of all the salvation of the people 
of God. 

Their names are written in heaven by a strong act of Divine Pre
destination; " having predestinated us unto the adoption of children, 
by J esns Christ unto Himself." 

Believers in the Lord, your names were first written in heaven by 
the predestinating act of Almighty God, unto the adoption of children, 
which was according to the good pleasure of His will. Then, their 

" NAMES WERE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN " 
by a Divine choice of them. "According as He bath chosen us in Christ 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love." 

There - Paul stretches the heavenly hand-writing from one 
eternity to another. Before the word began-" Chosen i_n Christ"
after the world is left behind, we are to be "holy and without blame 
before Him in love;" and for this perfect holiness we pine and pray now, 
but cannot attain unto it. Their 

"NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN" 
in a full description of their character and conduct; for, whe_n_ the law 
and sin condemn them on the one hand, and God, by the Spmt, draws 
them to Christ on the other band, then-

" THEY FLY FOR REFUGE TO THE HOPE SET .FORE 'l'HEM," 
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and God is willing most abandantly to shew nnto these heirs of 
promise the immatabilitv of His connsel, interµosing HimRelf by an 
oath, that by two immutable things in which it was impossible for God 
to lie, they might have 

"A STRONG CONSOLATION," 

with showers of blessings descending on them. 
With a mind full of blessed thoa~ht I entered the pulpit at Newbold

hall that solemn Sund,ty morning, August 6, 1876; but here I pa11se, 
not without some mrterious feeling of grief and pain, becaaAe spiritual 
fetters bound me. More, I hope, of a brighter shade, by-and-bye. 

CHANGES HERE! IMMUTABILITY THERE I 
BY J. PARNELL, Minister of Plumstead Tabernacle. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-According to announcement in 
periodicals, there are constantly changes taking place in various 

Churches; some, no doubt, are seeking popularity; others, to extend or 
enlarge thrir views. There is no harm in a minister's removing from one 
Chun:h to another, if the hand of God is seen in the removal; bnt it is 
rather snrprising when men who professed to hold sound doctrine 
remove into gross error. Whilst such is the unstable propensity of 
the double-minded, let all the faithful followers of Christ, who, by 
Divine grace, are kept steadfast in the truth as it is in Jesus, be com
forted and encouraged by the remarkable words of the wise man, who 
saiLh, "I know that whatsoever God doeth, it shall abide for e,·er; 
nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it," &c. (Eccl. iii. I 4c ). 
Whence we may, observe how immutable all the products of God's mind 
and will are, whether they be thi11gs in general, or things in particular. 
If things iu general, they are made use of to accomplish the ends God 
before determined. If things in particular, they run parallel with His 
eternal counsels and purposes. How opposed to man's perishing labours. 
Mark! God's counsels are immutable, whether they be secret or re
vealed. His plan for the development of those counsels is immutable, 
which must be seen, at least, by the spiritual observer, to great satis
faction, in the creation of the world, and in the transcendent display of 
the glorious attributes. 

Again, the Divine revelation-God's ordained means of making 
known Himself to a poor perishing sinner-is immutable. " For ever, 
0 Lord, Thy Word is settled in heaven.'' Not only so, bnt the saving 
effeets of that revelation upon the hearts and minds of the eleet is 
immutable; and all the boasting sceptics on earth, and all the radng 
fiends beneath, cannot erase it therefrom. Moreover, the kin'.!dom of 
Christ-established upon an everlasting foundation-is immutaule. 
And that foundation is the invisible Divinity of the "mighty Godm,m." 
My soul! art thou interested in such a kingdom? Also, the maITiage 
covenant made, Reale,i, and ratified between God and His chogen people, 
is immutable. It was made on behalf of the elect vessels of mercy from 
all eternity; ir was sealed by precious atoning blood on the cross at 
Mount Calvary; and it was unmistakably ratified and confir'.ned o~ t,he 
resurrection morn. Hence, let all those who know their spmtual 
adoption, sing," N'o>SEPAltATION." 

T 
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A step farther. The fu 11 satisfaction made hy the sacrificial offet'ing 
of Christ, at His crucifixion, is immutable. "Who shall la.v anything to 
the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is He that 
condemuetb? It is Christ that died, yea-rather, that is risen again
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us?" 

·' Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood 
Shall never lose its power, 

Till all the ransomed Church of God 
Be saved to sin no more." 

Another thought before I close is, the active proceedings of God's 
mysterious providence is immutable. The darkness and the light are 
both alike to Him. No one can stay His hand, nor say unto Him, 
What doest Thou? For He doeth whatsoe,er He will in the heavens 
aboYe, and among the inhabitants of the earth. He is of one mind, 
and none can turn Hirn. Now, what shall we say of the glory accruing 
to Himself out of all His man-ellous transactions, both in providence 
and grace? Well may we exclaim, with Paul, "For of Him, and through 
Him, and to Him, are all things; to whom be glory for ever. Amen." 
" He that g}orieth, let him glory in the Lord.'' And,finaliy, the rewards 
of the righteous and the punishments of the wicked are immutable. 
Be not deceived ; God is not mocked ; " For whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap; for he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap 
life eYerlasting." 

Seeing, therefore, beloved fellow-labourer in the Gospel of Christ, 
that such things are indisputable facts, and that no one can add to or 
take from the ptriod of our first and second birth, wherefore should we 
or any of the Lord's family be greatly alarmed at what will be the 
issue of creature-conceived notions ? If ten thousand times ten 
thou~and changes should t~ke place to-morrow among the sons and 
daughters of Adam, they could not possibly alter the perfection of the 
Church's standing in Christ. " The gates of hell shall not prevail." 

BROTHERLY LOVE. 

THIS heavenly power is yet alive. We have constant proofs of it. 
We have thought a fow of its live coals flung into the" VESSEL" 

might cause a flame somewhere. Here is one:-! l1ope that you will be 
spared Jong to speak of the great Jove of the Eternal Three in the plan 
of salvation to poor, Jost, alive sinners. May the Holy Spirit be felt 
in thy soul! so that, speaking through you, dead sinners may be brought 
to lile, the spirits or the dear people of God be refreshed, and the soul 
of one that foels much discouraged in the work be encouraged; he lives 
in the midst of High Church, professi11g Church, and no Church at 
all. A population of over eight thousand; out of that number some 
thirty meet at our room. The worst is. those that we hope are the 
ransomed of the Lord seem to show but little life. We have peace in 
our Church, and we are looking for C. W. B.; praying he may bring 
some good news from a far country. The Lord bless you and keep you, 
is the prayer of your well-wisher in the bonds of Ctqistian love, 

"J. R. S." 
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OLD "ZOAR," AND THE LATE MRS. PEDLEY. 

" Fon Thou did'st die for me ; Oh I Son of God, 
By Thee the throbbing flesh of men was worn ; 

Thy naked feet the thorns of sorrow trod, 
And tempests beat Thy houseless head forlorn; 

Thou that wert wont to stand 
Alone, on God's right hand, 

Before the ages were, the Eternal, Eldest-born. 

And Thou wert laid within the naITow tomb, 
Thy clay-cold limbs with shrouding grave-clothes bound; 

The sealed stone confirm'd Thy mortal doom; 
Lone watchmen walk'd Thy deaert burial-ground : 

Whom heaven could not contain, 
North' immeasurable plain 

Of vast infinity enclose, or circle round. 

For us! for us Thou didst endure the pain, 
And Thy meek Spirit bow'd itself to shame, 

To wash our souls from sin's infecting stain; 
T' avert the Father's wrathful vengeance flame. 

THOU, that could'st nothing win, 
By saving worlds from sin, 

Nor aught of glory add to Thy all-glorious Name." 

271 

WHEN A. B. Taylor was preaching the funeral sermon for the late 
Mrs. Pedley, in Old Zoar, on 8unday evening, August 6th, the 

words I have quoted from the late beloved Henry Hart Milman ran 
through my brain. They were so in uuison with the tenor of the 
preacher's ideas, that a peculiar, weird-kind of feeling took possession of 
my mind as I once more sat down in that time-honoured sanctuary, 
" OLD ZoAR." From earliest childhood I had heard of this remarkable 
place, and how (in my childlike mind) most wonderful men preached 
there; in fact, it was a sanctum sanctorum. As I grew up, I occasionally 
visited the place, and, with others, took my seat on the gallery stairs. Ah ! 
then, the old chapel was literally crammed. In those days Wm. Gadsby, 
old master Kershaw, Daniel Smart, and the venerable John Warburton. 
were the epislcopountes (overseers). Many days have passed since then. 
Old Zoar, in appearance, is just the same. There is the pulpit, wiLh 
its large antique sounding-board. Old Zoar has not gone in for any
thing modern. It is semper eadem; but where are the worthies who 
occupied that old-fashioned pulpit? Where are the throngs of wor
shippers who went up there to pay their vows? 

"Change and decay, in all around, I see, 
Oh, Thou that changest not, 

. ABIDE WITH MEI " 

Comparatively speaking, there are few of the old worshippers who now 
find their way to Zoar; and one of the last of the veterans has just gone over 
to the majority-the late Mrs. Pedley, who for over a quarter of a century 
had been" a friend to the cause at Zoar, and to God's poor ministers.'' 

When Mr. Taylor rose to announee his text, I was astonished and 
grieved to see the sparseness of the congr«egation. The chapel was no[ 
one-quarter filled. How memory wandered back; and what a piece of 
tapestry was woven! Zoar's " palmy '' days appear to have gone. 
During the last quarter of a century great changes have passed over 
the Christian world, and " the centre of orthodoxy in Alie-s.;reet " 
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appears to have been rechlcerl by the revolution. Mr. Taylor appea1·ed 
perfectly satisfied with the. existing state of things; he is assured now, 
as ever, God has a remnant "according to the election of grace." 

Just a word or two respecting Mr. Taylor, and the discourse he 
delivered on Sunrlav. Angust 6th. A:s a preacher, he cannot-(if the 
sermon under consideration be taken as a sample)-be characteriRed as 
a great thinker; there was no new feature in his discourse. Still, there 
was a clearness, and a pleasant delivery, although his provincialisms 
are strong. 

After' he had announced his text-(1 Cor. xv. 21 ), "For since by 
man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead "-Mr. 
Taylor waited for some time before he commenced his sermon. In this 
respect, he put me in min,l of the late Thomas Binney, who invariably 
waited some se,\onds after he harl announced his text, previous to com
mencing the exposition. Mr. Taylor is quaint. In the course of his 
sermon, he said, speaking of the resurrection : "The same omnipotent 
Power which brought the saints into the world will raise up their bodies 
on the resurrection morning." 

Once an infi,lcl said to a godly minister, "Do you really believe that 
our bodies will be raised ?" 

"Yes, I do," replied the minister. 
"Bv what power?'' said the infidel. 
"That ~ame Power," said the minister, "that has protected you so 

far ; and that Power which, if you are not born again, will condemn you 
to hell for ever !" -

It is a solernn thing when friends have to part-it is heart-renrl.ing 
sometimes ; but, as by man came death, by man came also the resurrec
tion of the dead. 

One of our ministers used to say that when he stood at the grave of 
a saint of God, it '' smelt of the resurrection." · 

The preacher said, " I shall not say mnch about our departed sister, 
Mrs. Pedley. She was a g-reat friend to this cause for yean1 ; she was 
also a great friend to God's poor ministers who -have supplied this 
pulpit." 

I was told bv one of our dear brethren of a most spiritual conversa
tion he had with Mrs. PP-dley twent.v-fi ve years a!?O. It i~ a great mercy 
to be preserved in the truth for so manv years. The ciders of this 
Church feel the loss of our sister very mnch. 

The preacher did not again refer to Mrs. Pedley, with the exception of 
his closing suppli~ation, in which he prayed that the loss might be 
sanctified to the relativeR of the deceased. 

Mr. Taylor spoke of'the Fall-for, since by man came death, nery
tbin~ was death until the Spirit of God breathed into m,in the new life. 
He dilated .sweetly on '' the Man" who is the resurrection awl the life, 
and who will bring from the dust the bodies of all the redeemed. 

[Mr. and Mrs. Pedley were pillars in Zoar for years. Their house 
was the parson's home. There John Kershaw found' his last beloved 
wife. From diffnent sources we may yet give fnrther note,;, So 
much, in our years of sorrow, were we blest in Zoar that we have 
often desired there to preach our Lord's Gospel ; b11t the.v will ]rt Old 
Zoar fall to the gro11nd before they would let, us preach. Is that 
relie'ion? Nay, it is not. Thank the Lord, HE has never failed us I] 
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A NOTE TO ALL AFFLICTED MINISTERS. 

THE SPIRIT 80 MlTuH WANT ED IN ALL OlTlt CHURCHF;S. 

I AMsorrytohearyouarepoorly,andsodepressed in mind; what a mercy 
to know" They that sow in tears, shall reap in joy!" " Weeping 

may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." Yes, in the 
morninir, when the Sun of Rigl1teousness ariseth, then the night must flee 
away ; and we can rt-joice in Christ as our SaYiour. I have much reason 
to believe. that the Friends enjoyed more of their Master's presence last 
Lord's-day than their minister did. I hope the time is near when you 
will see us altogether, for we are all as one ! Yes, I trust we are all 
united to Christ, being one in Him. This is what binds us together and 
make us so dear to each other. 

I did not hear from my sister till after I wrote to you. I had told her 
to write me a long letter and tell me all she could think of; I believe 
she did so. When I heard what your text was, I thought What a sweet 
subject I What could be sweeter than the love of Christ, to those who 
are cast down? I still looked at the text, and thought How strong this 
love ! Who, or what, can ever separate me from the love of Christ ? 
Nothing ever can. Here I found something most sweet ; yes, I could 
indeed rejoice in Christ as my Saviour. So, you see, although I was not 
there, yet I received a blessing through seeing your text in my Sister's 
letter; therefore do not say it was a poor affair, for what is more delight
ful than the love of Christ ? Yes I say you, I know it is, when the Holy 
Spirit apply it to the soul. May the Lord grant you the comfort you 
need, that you may still go on knowing that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord ! That is my sincere desire for all God's faithful servants. 

THE LATE MR. CHARLES SPENCER. 
"Whom He justified, them He also glorified."-Rom. viii. 30. 

OUR Churches have lost a sinrere and useful friend in the some
what early departure of the above-named Christian gentleman. 

We little thought, when we heard him read (at Mr. Hall's re-opening 
service) a precious hymn with sueh peculiar emphasis, that it was the 
last time we should ever see him. How true it is, in many cases, 
"Death consumes us withcut noise I'' While busy man is pushing on 
in this life, Death is secretly untying the strings of this frail tabernaele ; 
presently, down it falls I Our departed brother Spencer was quite 
at home in assisting at many of our public gatherings ; and all were 
glad to see him. Surely, we may say of him, he had come to Mount 
Zion-:-to the city of the living God ; he had come to Jesus, the Mediator 
of the New Covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling; but NOW he IS 

come "to the general assembly and Church of the FrnsT-BORN, whieh are 
written in heaven ; to GoD, the Judge of all ; and to the spirits of 
just men made perfect." 

May the Lord give us all much grace to well _c?nsid_er our state_; f?r 
the old doctors did say,'' Thoughts of death, spmtua!Jsed, have life III 
them ; thoughts of death, laid to the heart, are a good medicine for an evil 
heart." 

Reader I Who, and what art thou? A popular minister ? A 
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wealthy deacon? A quiet member? Born of God, and born for glory, 
art thou? Lift up thine head, then ! for thy redemption draweth nigh. 
But. if-by the Holy Ghost-thou hast never come to Jesus here, be 
assnred-so dying-you will never be either prepared for, or pleased to 
see. Him hereafter. 

Of the many questions Swinnock asketh, there is this one-" What is 
the reason that men take up short of Christ? Wh.v do they please them
selves with the shadow instead of the substance? Why do they cry 
Peace, peace ! to their souls, only upon the ground of some outward 
pri,ileges, or a few inward good meanings. when pride, prejudice, and 
delusion carry them away in the dark? It is L.:norance !" They know 
not redemption in the soul ; they know not repentance in the heart ; 
they know not remission of sins in the conscience; they know not the 
returning of the whole inner man to God, through Christ, by Christ, 
and with Christ ; hence, whatever outward beauty there may appear 
upon them, there is no Di1ine "breath in them." And from all rmch 
empty professions, good Lord, deli.er us I Amen. 

Mr. J. S. Anderson sends us the following card :-
" Our beloved brother, Charles Spencer, of St. John's Manor-road, New Cross, 

breathed his last on Thursday afternoon, August 10th, 1876, much beloved and 
greatly lamented by an affectionate family and many friends. But for him to die 
wa~ gain. His pain was great; but his pleasure is greater, and eternal." 

[The following is from our brother STRINGER; who for many years knew, and 
enjoyed Christian fellowship with, our departed friend] :-

That well-known, sincere friend and helper to the saints and 
Churches of the Lord Jesus Christ-Mr. Charles Spencer-after a 
short illness, entered into his final rest and the full enjo_vment of his 
incorruptible inheritance on Thursday, August 10, 1876. The Churches 
have lost in him a genuine, loving, devoted, faithful, kind, and affec
tionate friend indeed. 

I have known him personally as a sincere Christian over twenty 
years, and have enjoyed sweet fellowship in the Gospel with him very 
many times. "Jesus Christ, the same Jesi;erday, and to-day, and for 
ever" was the theme of his tongue and joy c,f bis heart. With zeal, 
love, energy, and decision for eternal truth, be would, and did contend 
earnestly for a three-fold Ubristianity-viz., dodrine, experience, and 
practice ; and, through God's grace, he was enabled to exemplify the 
same till bis dying hour. He has often told me Paul's Epistle to the 
Ephesians was marrow and fatness to his soul ; and that the doctrinal, ex
perimental, and practical cumpartments of that grand epistle was t~e 
model of bis religion, the ground of bis hope, and the triumph of his 
faith. And I may say, So it is mine, with all who are born of the 
Spirit. Our departed brother was equally decided for Gospel order _re
lative to the laws and ordinances of the true Church of Jesus Christ. 
No surrender, no succumbing, no truckling to human inventions, nod~ 
parture from the ancient model of Church discipline as recorded m 
Acts ii. In these matters he was" an iron pillar,'' and would bend to 
nothing but the Word of God. But, dear man! he has run his race and 
finished his course wiLh joy, leaving another blank in the Church, and a 
sorrowful widow and family behind ; all of which may the Lord bless, 
provide for, and preserve them to His etemal kingdom and glory 1 

During bis illness he was at times delirious; but, when reasonable, he 
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would, and did, speak sweetly of his Redeemer, and of heavenly things. 
He said to one of his sons, " What think ye of Christ ? " To others he 
frequently qnoted those sweet words : '' But I will see you again, and 
your heart shall rejoice." And often quoted with emphasis sweet verses 
of those matchless hymns-Dr. Watts. Then again delirium silenced his 
tongue. His life, character, and conduct more blessedly developed his 
genuine saintship than his dying hours. We know not how or in what 
circumstances we may die ; but here is the great question, How do we 
live? Our dear brother lived upright in, thou!!'h distinguished from, the 
world, both professing and profane. He lived (by faith) in Christ, on 
Christ, for Christ, to Christ ; and now his emancipated, redeemed, re
generated, grace-saved ~oul, lives for ever with Christ, in that un
speakably glorious region where 

"Flesh and sin no more control 
The sacred pleasures of his soul." 

Farewell, my dear friend and brother, for a little season ! we shall 
meet again shortly, 

" Where parting scenes will be unknown, 
.And worship never cease." 

The family having :i, freehold grave in Nunhead Cemetry, in the so
called consecrated groun<l, his mortal remains were deposited there on 
Tuesday, August 15. I was allowed to read in the Church t,he lesson 
appointed from .1 Cor. xv., but no more, according to Ecclesiastical law. 
Otherwise, I should have liked to have given an address at the grave, 
but Parliament measures say, No. Still in my own chapel I shall, 
D.V., preach a sermon in connection with his death and coronation, 
on Lord's-day evening, August 20. 

[ORIGINAL.] 

Our brother's gone to world's above, 
On wings of everlasting love ; 

His joyful spirit's fled. 
He trusted in His Saviour's blood, 
He lives before the throne of God, 

Though nnmber'd with the dead. 

Yes! now he gazes on the face, 
Of Him who sav'd him by His grace, 

.And taught his soul to pray ; 
Releas'd from sin and toil and pain, 
His soul redeem'd is gone to reign, 

In everlasting day, 
T. STRINGER. 

LABOURING SOUL I WHAT LACKEST THOU 1 

I WILL tell thee. While the pastor of the Banbridge Chure_h was 
pleadin~ with God in onr family, one morning, my soul silently 

cried, "Lord, I want, I pray, fot· a heart so full of holy lov~ to Thee, 
that I may be always running to_ Thy feet with th~t fondness of 
affection with which a child runs to its parent. There is so mueh of 
cold dragging of ourselves to prayer, that I am quite asha~ed of ~t. 
'Draw me and we will run alter Thee.' Then I want holy iellowsh1p 
with God' in prayer ; all the powers of my inmost soul fired with 
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spiritual energy, and fixed upon the g1orious Majesty of God in Christ. 
Again. as the result of these spiritual mercies, I inly pine to ft>el divinely 
strengthened in faith from close and constant intercourse with God; 
realising a devotion to His service so entire, a resignation to His will so 
perfect, and a rneetness for His kin11:dom so precious, that I might 
attain unto that high position Paul enjoyed, when he cried out" For me 
to liw is Christ, and to die is gain.' These things I sigh and cry for I 
Lor<l, giYe them to me, for Jesu's sake! Then, while ministerR, proud 
and _iealons, are pelting me with their prattle, and some of their epistles, 
I will go on to love, and only to live for, my most beloved Lord, whose 
voice did call me, whose heavenly vision did cheer me, and who8e grace 
still strnggles within to hold me on-' enduring to the end '-for, in
deed, I do desire to be saved in the Lord, with an everlasting salvation." 

C. W. B. 

·w AL KING WITH GOD. 

BELOVED BROTHER IN CHRIST,-! obs!)rve in your kind 
letter, which came yesterday, that you are seeking by the help of 

God to know the best and surest soul-comforting- way to walk with God, 
and that your desire is for me to write a few words to your much exer
cised mind. My dear brother ! it's only by the help of God's Word, His 
good Spirit and grace, that I desire in love to write a few practical words, 
which I pray may be made spirit and life to your soul. I cannot write 
to you with excellency of speech, nor with enticing words of man's 
wisdom, but by the power and teaching of God the Holy Spirit, that 
your faith may not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God. I can assure you, my beloved brother, that it is a great joy and 
comfort to my heart to find by your letter that God the Almighty Spirit 
bath begun the good work of grace in your precious ne,·er-dying soul, 
and that yon are now desiring to find the more perfect way of walking 
in holy communion with God. If the dear Lord did bless my poor 
humble labours to your soul's good when I was in Cornwall, give Him 
all the glory. Not unto us, but unto Thy name be all the glory. Oh, may 
yon. my dear brother by graee, be helped of the Holy Spirit to set the 
Lord always before you ! You will find it an excellent way of walking with 
God ; it will make you diligent and abundant in the work of the Lord. 
Thus walking with God, you shall be assured of God's mercy and gracious 
fa Your, for He keepeth eovenant and mercy for all his dear children that 
walk before Him with all their heart. Walking-with God in this blessed 
sou]-('omfortin~ way doth exceedingly please God (Heu. xi. 5) and it also 
pleases God's faithful ministers (John iii. 4), for you will find to ll'alk 
with God is to walk in truth, and it doth please and strengthen all the 
goud people of God with whom you do comerse. It is to walk worthy 
of God in all well-pleasing-to walk with God in uprightmss, throug~ 
faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, by prayer in HlB 
name, and supplication with thanksgiving to make your request known 
unt" God. And may the grace and peaee of God which passeth all under
standing so establish your heart and mind in and through Christ Jesus, 
that you may not only walk with God, but that you ll!BY 
live a spiritual life of faith in all places wheresoever the kn~d 
providence of God may place you, that by God's help and grace lil 
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your heart you should walk with God in uprightness. This is com
mended Lo you byagreatcloud of witnesses. For example: Enoch walked 
with God (Gen. v. 22): in righteousness before Him, as re\·ealed in the 
Scriptures. I shall always be glad to hear you are wa1king in com
munion with God, and keeping close to Him. You will then be sure to go 
in the right way-that good old way which is called the way of holiness 
(Isaiah vi. 8)~in a most straight, most sure, and (to a spiritual 
man) a most pleasant way, the paths of which are peace. God 
teaehes all of His dear children to choose this way; and if they happen 
to err, or to doubt of their way, they shall hear the voice of God's Spirit 
behind them saying, "This is the way, walk ye in it." Now, dear brother, 
what shall I more say ? for time would fail me to tell of all the inspired 
prophets and apostles-how they all, by Divine grace, walked with God by 
faith in a dear Redeemer. But I must conclude with best love to all dear 
lovers of truth at--. My dearly beloved! grace, merc_v and peace be 
with you. l thank {}od that without ceasing I remember thee in my poor 
prayers, night and morning, greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful 
of thy ~ars. Yours, in the best of bonds, 

B. WOODROW. 
:25, Warwick-road, South Kensington, May 9th, 1876. 

NATURE AND GRACE. 

What Nature cannot do, grace can; if the soul is to be saved, and 
the ill lile changed, grace must do it. '' Ye must be born again,'' said 
the wisest One.- David knew the need of a radical change, and where to 
get it, when he went down upon his knees in tears and prayed, "Create 
in me a clean heart, 0 Lord, and renew within me a riµ ht spirit." 
Quintus Quarles would recommend that example to all liis readers, 
assured that all who go to the cross, and plunge in the "fountain open," 
will be "clean every whit." 

" Thy p1·ecious blood, 0 Christ, 
Thy blood so freely spilt, 

Can blanch my blackest stain, 
And purge away my guilt. 

Thy righteousness alone. 
Can clothe and beautify ; 

I wrap it round my soul, 
In this I live and die." 

"THE CHRISTIAN STANDARD."-We knew no more of the contro
versial letters in Mr. James Grant's paper than did our correspondents 
who write us. How far the papers referred to are correct in their remarks 
on THE EARTHEN VESSEL and its Editor, we leave those crities to 
decide who are more capable than we can possibly be of judging. All 
our works are very imperfect ; we must expeet to be chast1,ed. We 
have not been long without the rod for very many years. Dnt those 
correspondents who charge us with being fettered bJ: Mr. C_ongrevt', or 

· any other person know nothing of us. In conduetmg tins WOik, we 
ever have been dependent only upon the Lord, and quite independent 
of all men. 
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THREE AWFUL PULPITS-THREE AGONISING 
PREACHERS-THREE ANCIENT SERMONS. 

W ITH serious thought, and in_ searching meditation, I reached 
Gol;qotlur,, "Which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull." 

Whose skull? The tradition of the Jews will tell you "it is Adam'I!! 
skull." Singular coincidence. if that be so! If the second Ad11m-"the 
Lord from heaven "-was adually crucified on the ground where the 
first Adam ,.,as buried, then the contrast fnrnisheth much matter for 
both painful and grateful contemplation. The first Adam fell, died 
and was buriP<l, ruining many millions. The second Adam, as th~ 
substitute of His people, was crucified; gave up the Ghost; His sacred 
body was laid in the tomb; but He arose for the salvation of millions. 
His death on the cross was the most awful, yet the most merciful event 
this world e,·er saw. The three cro~ses were represenfa,tive pulpits. 
The three preachers were representative men ; their sermons were 
representati re discourses. Those sermons are still being preached. 

In the centre cross was SUBSTITUTIONARY son.now. On the right
hand cross was that deadly unbelief which has poisoned multitudes
" If Thou be Christ," &c. On the lel't-hand was pure, God-wrought 
repentance, faith, prayer, and a saving knowledge of the Son of God. 

To the right-hand unbelie,·ing railer ,Jesus maintained the most 
profound, the most perfect, death-like silence. He answered that dying 
thief not one word. What a lesson for cavillers, for all the quarrelling 
and sect-deriding persons in the world now ! '' Let them aloue ! " 

JESUS had other work to do. Jesus still has other work to do. He 
leaves Mahommed, Popes, Priests, Jesuits, Ritualists, Unitarians, 
Arminiaus, and all who, in any essential point, deny Him. All these 
He leaves alone; but, as soon as His Father's love had reached the other 
poor thief s heart on the left-hand-as soon as the Holy Ghost had 
quickened his soul, convinced his spirit, re,·ealed Christ in his heart
as soon as the penitent, praying man cries out," Lord, remember me!" 
immediately He answers him wiLh assurance of being with_ Him in 
paradise .. 

Look at those awful pulpits ! Look at those agonising preachers I 
Listen to their sermons ! 

In the centre is SORROW. On the right-hand, as far as Christ is 
coneerned, there is a dead SILEXCE. On the left-hand is DIVINE 
SoVEllEIGNTY, gi.ing a free and eternal salvation. 

These three represented the three great Powers; and, in the world 
unto the present moment, A SAVIOUR IS TRIUMPHING, an unbelieving 
race is left in DARK SILENCE, and a stream of repentanee, faith, and 
prayer, is resulting in the promise of being with Christ for ever. Of these 
three, let us say more presently. 

FROM THE FURNACE OF AFFLICTION. 

DEAR BROTHER BANKS,-For two reasons I ask you to insert the 
enclosed in the EARTHEN Vm;sgJ,. Such a testimony must have a 

good effe<..:t upon the minds of the afflicted and poor in Zion, and, I 
would h0pe, iaduee those who ha"e it in their power to minister to the 
writer of the letter. Remember the words of Jesus: "Inasmuch as ye 
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have done it unto one of the least of these My disciples, ye have dom 
it unto Me." Yours truly, W. LEACH. 

Hornsey. 
MY DEAR FRIEND IN ,JEsus, the same yesterday, to-day, and fo1 

ever,-From the .chamber of afflic:tion I greet you in Him who i8 om 
life, and who has said, "Because I live ye shall live also.'' He is the 
God of all grace, and of His fulness have we received, and grace for 
grace; for by the grare of God I am what I am. "The Lord hath 
been mindful of us"; and your kind note, with P.0.0. for five shillings, 
is another token of the Lord's care, love, and sympathy to His poor, 
need_v, and sorrowful child in the furnace. He cares for me; I am His 
pensioner; He knows where He has shut me in; I am the Lord's 
prisoner, but a prisoner of hope. He knows all my needs; " I am poor 
and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon me"; and His thoughts are 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil. The five shillings are truly aceept
able-how sweetly the Lord times His mercies to our needs! He knows 
all about us. Oh, what a Friend is Christ to me, poor, weak, and 
worthless though I am! "He was born for our adversity." I thank 
you in the name of the Lord for your kindness and sympathy, and may 
He bless thee, remember your kindness to me, and grant you an 
abundant entrance into His kingdom! I have been afflicted for more 
than twenty-six years; all that time the bush has been burning, but is 
not consumed. 0, wonder of wonders! Jesus has been with me in the 
furnace! He sits by me; my bonds have been consumed; but, through 
grace, I have been preserved and sustained. I am still in the furnace, 
suffering much in body, but graciously snpported. 

" Beneath my fainting htad 
My Father and my Fliend , 

His everlasting arms bath laid, 
To succour and defend." 

My affliction is great, but greater my mercies. It is well and shall be 
well. 

" I know, in all that has befell 
My Jesus hath done all things well." 

My affliction, though long and painful, has been the best part of my 
pilgri1nage. Not one thing would I hrwe altered. It is the Lord-He 
bath made my little chamber a sanctuary, a Bethel. Times of great 
suffering have been times of great blessing. Often I have longed to 
depart, to be with .Jesus; but till He bids I cannot die. I have not yet 
done His will; when I have suffered His will, He will take me home to 
glory, for there I long to be. Pray for me. A.gain I thank you. 

Your afflicted friend in Jesus, S. Fm,TER. 
Sturry, August 15th, 1876. 

THE PULPIT-THE PHESS-AND THE PEN. 

What is Said oj Us When We are Gone? 
A paper by Rector Robert MaguiJ:e, in 
Our Own Pir,.si,/eforJnly, is well fitted to 
humble the pride of vain man. We have 
felt inexpressibly anxious in times of 
soul-di.tress to know what will be sairl 
unto us when we ai·e gone. What kind of 
angels will watch the going forth of the 

soul, dear reader'/ Will the black fiends 
from the lowe,t hell drag thee down/ or 
when thy prison-doors are thrown open 
will thy happy son! exclaim-
" Welcome everlastino- Jio-ht I 

World of.darkness, ;_ow~ good night "'I 
In August Own Fireside Mr. Maguire 
continues hi8 review of epitaphs, and ·· 
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makes particular mention of one by 
Byron, who once wrote these lines:-

•·,To mark a friend's remains 
These 81 ones arise; 

I never knew but one. 
And here he lies." · 

Standm•d, has been useful in its antagon
ism with many deadly errors now march
ing through tbe country, and welcomed 
and worshipped in the great majority of 
o\u• professing Chui-ches ; but, now that 
our friend Iv1r. Grant has come forth in 
open court, charging the Strict Baptists 

·who was this friend? Some peer, or with "not preaching to sinners,' see
prince? No; it was Byron ·s faithful dog. ing the good editor has implied that we 
"~'hat a bitter irony, .. writes the rector, do not carry out our glorious Redeemer's 
•· on the professions of a friend I" Ah, commission, "Go ye into all the world 
well I this may be carried too far. We and preach the Gospel to every creature" 
have, here and there, found a real friend, -seeing also that Mr. Grant confers upon 
a trne heart, and a helping hand, for other sections of the visible Church the 
which we have thanked God. honour of " Clll"istianising our land," we 

Dr. Bullock continues to circulate by feel called upon to notice this question 
thousands of thousands his Home Words with care, with candour, and with 
and lJa!I of Da1s. The sufferings of Christian faithfajpess ; and we call upon 
Bilney, when he signed his recantation to our ministering · brethren to come for
avoid martyrdom, are terrible to read; ward, and either plead guilty to this 
sad and sorrowful were the repinings charge, or honestly declare that, in the 
that followed this act. His tender con- sight of a righteous, holy, and omniscient 
science was offended. Nothing could corn- Jehovah they have, with all the abiJity, 
fort him. The very Scriptures which he had energy, and devotedness they could 
so loved sounded now as his condemna- command, faithfully . preached .the 
tion; the most comforting passages, he Gospel of Christ to every creature they 
said, were now to him " as though a man could come near unto. We have, -for 
had run him through the heart with a over five-and-forty years, in almost every 
sword." God would not let him rest. part of the kingdom, preached the Gos
He rose up, renounced his recantation, pel, with all the light and liberty ·our 
went forth preaching Christ, bold as a Lord has been pleased to give us; and we 
lion. The savage bishop caught him; the can appeal to the many, many tens of 
chancellor said,•· Burn him!" They did thousands who have heard us, and chal
so, and soon his body fell, a lump of lenge them to the proof that, with all 
ashes, beneath the flames. Are there no our might, we have preached the Gospel 
recanters in our times 1 Have we not ! of the grace of God ; warning, reproving, 
men-if men they may be called-who I exhorting, and encouraging all who came 
professed to leave error, came to confess ] within the sound of Olll" voice. M~y 
truth, then turned back again 1 Have ' other ministers have done, and are still 
they any consciences 1 Paul says, "Charity doing, the same, albeit they are 
hopeth all things," so we try to hope Strict Baptists. Mr. James Grant has 
many who confess Christ in crooked ways very kindly opened the way for us_ to 

·, tell him (and all who write and talk 
"Will be made straight by grace divine, like him) a few things about preaching 
~en in the Lord alone they stand." the Gospel; and we hope he will pa• 

"The Earl of Shaftesbury's Donkey." 
This picture is the frontispiece to A 
Statem, nt qf the Y, ar's Evang, listic J.I ork
among the l'ost,rs, ~c .. in Gold,n-tane 
Mi.,sum, under the management of W. 
J. Orsman. To be had of Passmore and 
Alabaster. As this is a charitable effort 
to raise up the lowest dregs of the com
mercial world, in a moral, social, cir
cumstantial, and even in a religious point 
of view, it deserves, and ought to have, a 
patronage and support as general as the 
"Hospital Sunday." Mr. Orsman's has 
become an established and honourable 
institution for much good. 

"Al 1 about Preachillg the Gospel to the 
Unconverted: a charge brought against 
the Huntingtonians and Strict Baptists." 
-We highly esteem Mr. James Grant, 
and consider his paper, 1 he Christi,an 

tiently hear us, impartially weigh our 
evidence, and give us a Scriptural ver
dict. The editor of the Christian St@d
ard, like some others we know, is very 
near his journey's end. He will soon 
drop his pen for ever. We shall do 
the same ; let us, therefore, seek to 
come to the True Light, that all our 
deeds and our doings may be made ma
nifest. Brethren, will you come to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty 1 

"Persons who fo1· a time shone bril· 
liantly in the Christian world" I The~e 
poor, wretched butterflies are seen 1n 
dread dismay in Mr. Stanford's &en,68 
B ,111.nd the Grave. How different must 
the other side of the l'iver be to this I' Do 
ye seriously think of it 1 or, can ye reek· 
lessly leave it 1 
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OUR CHURCH ES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
NOTEA ON THE LTNE FROM 

LONOON TO ROCHDALE AND 
BACK. 

FAINTLY PURSUI:-IG, 
0 Tf not Jt. ~•n~IP. eh;tfr ca.n hit 

Until the G •<I or IOVP, ~r.1• flt. 
ThPn let u~ watch HI~ t.erHlr•r care, 
Anil Jive a life nf falr.b an,t pr:,ver." 

"I will hnpe," sai,I r to mv wife, as she 
stnort on the Eu•ton -l1a•hn thi< ,t,tur,tar 
a~ernnnn, A<tg-. 5. 187(3, wailing- 10 see m·e 
oft' to Rneh,hle, " I will h,,,, .. it i< the Lor~•• 
will I should g-o •hi• j<>urnev, for I g-o 
reln<"tantly, with a ~owardlv h~;u•t.'' q,nil 
saving- in my•••lf, almost to the l,ist moment, 
" I ~an not g-o_" 

Bnt now I have mv tie.ket. Af•er walking-, 
'buqQing-, nnrier-g-ronnrl trninm 1.?. and mu~h 
WR.ting-, crowrtPd in a Nor- \lfp~ti->r, I am 
baoked for the Great Flannel \Lu·ket. 

ViJ,LAGE Pl<EACfH~G. 
'J'hiq ta~t ~nrl'lg anrl snm•nPr h•1q giVPil 

me a little .hniling-. a lot nf h1i<i•1g-, an,! 
taken from mP .;;om~ nf t.h:-it ho•1etnl enPrg-v 
which, un<ler. G,,rt'!ol hJpq,fng-, ha, -:.,1-;ta.irtP1I 
me f,,r forty years in suff·ring nnd in public 
service. 

i', Glory to Gllil. my ,;;:,onl wonM ~1ng-: 
Glnry ro Chrl~r. 0111· w H1dro11~ King; 
Glor_'f fn Gll'1, 1hf' Snlrlr.'~ 1ulw1•r. 
Who help.,. ffiP. In! bP. tryln!? hnnr." 

How I wnn,ler what I am going- to Roch
dale for-? 

NEWBOLD-HALL RAPTTST CIIAPer. 
bas hePn rrPctPrt: OJlPn;•I!?' c;;prvif"P<i:. havf!' he~n 
~ing- on for WPPkq I fepJ nnxh11<11. Tlu:~y 
hnve hnil mnny of thl> powerfiol men In the 
North pren~hing- to them. W'1"t can T 
carrv? I must wait to see what the Lord 
will iln with me. 

We are rnlfing-nn~ ru•hing- thrnng-h Trent 
Vnlley with immense •pee~. plenlv of hot 
dust, anil elertri ·al jerks q11ite unpleasant. 
Seven hours of this is trdng-. 

".Je~n·s pn.1b w~~ wor~e th:-in this; 
Panl'R ~hlpwrP<"k w:1" no "l'R of hltss; 

The nrnrryr-: hurn<'rlo.nrl hlPrl" 

Ah! when I think of ma•·t.vrs, of missinn
ariPs, of mPn who hnw~ plnnzhpil ~PA. nnrl 
land to prrnch the Onspel, mv litlle self
dPninl amt ronstnnt toil flrP '-hallows wPnk 
indeed. S1ill faintly pnrsning-. Lori! 1 do 
Bpeak to me, or in the new chapel q11ite 
dumh I shnll he, 

Tho•estrong- worils nf Pnul are ileeper nn<l 
higher, fuller, and rieher than one can con
ceive-" Without faith it i-i i,nro!olc;;ible to 

.plense God; for hr thnt romPth to Oocl mu~t 
believe thnt He i• nnd thnt lie is n rewnrder 
of them thnt rlilig-ently seek Hirn." 

Late on Snt11rcl,t\· nig-ht, the •• Village 
Preacher" wnlke,I g-enllv clown Moss Lane, 
where •tnnil• the e g-ineering- works o1 
John Tnthnm, E,q., in whose hospitabk 
mnn~ion he WRQ ch,•erfnlh· 1'rr•·ivPd. 

Sunday morning, Aug. 6, while in bed, si-

lently sig-hing- to my most hle.s•ed Lorrt,a whis
pPr in m_v soul Wit!-! founrl ; 80 sweet to me 
appeared th~ sonnfl, coulrl scarcely think it 
true. •' 8trone;- eon.:ioJation" wa.'-1 thP word. 
I trust it came clown from the Lord; if so, 
'twill do c;;om 0 goorl. 

After mu-:ing- _.;:ome time, a sentence came 
up which s,dif, " A three-fold view of the 
people of Gnd " :-

1. 1'he Heavenly View, " Heirs of Pro
mi.:ie." 

2. The Earthl.v View, "Flying for refuge 
to the hope •et he fore them." 

I meet wirh mRny who ta]k of mini~ters :
but who, of necessity, to Jesus i.• flying? 

3. The Internal Experimental View, 
"~tron•.r con.;;oJation." 

This flows info the soul when to the new
horn eye of ta;,,, Christ is re,•ealed in His 
per,;;nn; work, ntfi.cPs, anc:1 conrluct. 

What a tPxt to g-o into a pulpit with, 
"1'hat hy two imm11tahle things, in which 
it-was impos.sihle for Ood to lie, they mig-ht 
have a strong- eonsolation who h ve fled 
for refuge In the hope set before them." Out 
of ~uch a rivPr sea, ce one drop could I bring
f.irth. I looked, I longed, and I left oft' 
quire to the time. 

Went to Hevwoorl in the afternoon with 
friend Hownrlh, nnrl preached to the people 
Rohert Powell left behind, of whose trials 
wilh .Jireh much is written in those hooks 
whiPh one dav will be opened. What will be 
sni,t to .Jireh's people then? Not e'en an 
angel can declare. 

Two THOUGHTS 
came out at Hevwood that afternoon which 
are- awful1v ~oJt,flln to me, as I run throu~h 
Rt11ffi,r•h•hi 1·e on thi9 hot autumnal Uav. 
I wl'ite rhem hPre; some may weigh them in 
a quiet momPnt. 

GIF~S AND GRACE. 
I have seen some of the most gifted of 

men fall awnv and rome to nothing-; I have 
seen some hnmble, honest men plod on, pray 
on, nnrl prench 011, and come to l~onour, 
u~Pf11 hH-'"'""· and holy jo_v. 

MA"CHBSTER, Monday, Aug. 7.-Jas. 
Hand hn..; kindlv ~een me fh..,m RoC"hdale 
tu Mnnrlwstrr; ~nd now in tunnels, through 
smoky Maecle-6.,Jd, and such like towns, we 
are on tht> wings of s.tPnm-power, il my 
heavenlv Father will defend me to mv 
earth 1 ,. ·homr mwe more. ~ 

ThP openin,r serdces of Newholrl Baptist 
chapel are all over; nine sermons. I may 
~ay that huildiug u st:rnd~ like a I alnl'e built 
fo1• Gnrl." I hopr. in the mi11i~tr~·, in the 
sehools, in all the services, Ne-:vbold-bnll 
R,ptist chapel will always show His milder 
fRCt'. 

If we trare up the history of this New
hold chnpf-'1, some "rhrerin,:r words" will 
-.urelv come. To clo thi,, we must review 
•he ,,.hole of .John Ke1·,haw's life, of ever
hles.sed memcn·y. Thank the Lord, after 
three days' toil, borne again ! 
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ENGLISH BAPTIST CHAPEL, 
B'.ANGOR.-SundRy, July 2, a sermon 
wns prPnclu:•rf on hnpli:-m, by the pRs.tor, from 
Mall. XX\'iii. 19, 23, in which he pro,·ed from 
Scripture that immer~ion is tile l'ight mode, 
and helievers the onlJ fit an<I J1">per sub
jecis, for baptism. He showed that infant 
sprink li11g had no foundation in the Word 
of God; that those who practised it nre only 
pla) in~- into the 1,ands ol the priests and the 
Ronrn1>ising· party in the Establishment. 
At the close ol the sermon two candidates 
for haptism stood forth, and were led by the 
pastor down into the water, antl were im
mer,.ed in the blessed i,ame ot the triune
God-Father, Son, and Spit it. Two ladies, 
accustomed to attend the cathedral service, 
came up in their carrhtge to witness this 
ordinanee of baptism, and seemt~d delig-hted 
with it. Altogether it was a pleasaut and 
refreshingseasnn. To God be all the F,·lory ! 
On Sunda~, J ul~· 30, a sermon was prl~ached 
by the pastor, W. H. Bishop, from Acts ix. 
18. Jn the C'ourse of the sermon he refuted 
most of' the modern ohjections to belie,•ers' 
bap1h-m, ~tiowing how some of the most dt-Ji
cate and timid people go :o the sea-side water
in,i: pi.ices in tliesummer montlis, and dh•port 
tliemselves in the water, paying no reµ-ard 
to those that are ]0<.,king on. They are not 
sbork,·d at doing this-no, no! it's for the 
good of tlie body; the doctor ordered it, and 
so thev do it. But if these ddir,ate creatures 
are a,·ked to follow the advice of Christ, the 
Great P,,ysician, they raise all sorts of o~
jection.l", and ~ay it is not essential; so 
Christ's example is not followed by them, 
and His "'ord of command they set at 
nought. At the close of the di,rourse two 
lady candidates came forward for immersion, 
the 011e beiug the mother of a tamily, who 
thouglit it right to set this example ol 
obedience to her Lord's command before her 
cl,ildren, wit!, a pra) er that they may follow 
her steps; the otuer, a blooming girl of 
ei~htren yearEo. of aj:{e, who~e heart was 
tilled with love to Christ and a desire to 
fellow His steps. While the pa-tor was 
speaking to the candidates in solemn tones 
upon the responsibility of !h·in!?and snviug 
God to tl,e end of life, lte reminded ea!'l1 
one, tliat as Chrh,t was present now while 
pas,i11g tlirough the waters ot baptism, so 
He would he when they •hould ha,·e to 
cros., the dat k ri,er of death, for obedience 
to His will always secures His presence. 
Tears could be seen in many eyes, while 
eve1·y oue lei t that Got! was in the midst, 
ulessi11ir tl,e souls of Hi, people. Tl,e cause 
of Cliri-.t is pro~periug, and sinner . .; are 
ueiug saved. Bles,ed be tbe name of the 
Lord! 

BAPTIST CH URCH ES IN SUFFOLK. 
Al><,111 tl,irtv Churcl,es out of 131.i in 
.Sutfo'k a11d Norlulk l,do11gto tlte8uf!olkend 
)I; orlulk A,:-ociation. To these tl1i1·ty as
bO<"hitt-cJ Ctiurclies, about seventy-lour mem .. 
btrs l,u,e been added dut·iuj!' tl1e last )"ear: 
out th'") have lost by death, dismis.,ions, and 
,epat·dtioo, nearly 120. Hence their nu
merical strength bus not advanct:d. 'J'h e 

" Circular Letter," on "The A•censlon of 
Christ," written bv R. E. Sl'nro, wn• well 
received, encl has heen publi,hecl. " Buds 
of hope," beams of the 11lm·ious Per.on 
of Ch1·ist, and some precious clu•lers of 
Ascension-fruits now!!'Rthered bv the Church 
on earth, render this Circular edHvin!!' and 
pleasant lo ,end. We mny NOT live fo see 
the next Letter ; but as it is to he wl'itten 
by Mr. Benjamin Te)·lor,of Pulham, on 
"The Christian Warfare," we believe it 
will be II paper rich in experience for the 
living tinnily of God. From His liiid1 throne 
i11 glory,our asce11dedgre•t High Pl'iestisnow 
calling to His Church on earth,•avini;I," Put 
Me in remembrance; let us plead togelher; 
declare thou that thou mnyest be justi
fied." We wish Mr. Sears had urged upon 
the Churches thi~ es.sentially powe1fol ex
lwrtation. Pure living faith in the 8adour's 
promise, and a lellowship with llim in the 
Church's united petitions, will bring down 
the showers ot blessing for whi~h the truly 
godly are waiting wiLh much anxiety. 

CAM BRIDGESH IRE.-At Fulbourne, 
we had two sermons ou J ul) 25, by Charles 
Waters Banks. The first was iu our chapel, 
which is called "The City of Retuge." 
"Without faith it is impossible to please 
God," was the text. We were l.ound to 
henr the sermon; for, al1hough the poor 
" Village Prencher" told us he had been so 
boiled and baked in the heat that he feared 
be could not come, yet be was helped to 
tell out the truth cheerfully and bol<ily. A 
large company sat down to tea, in the g·rove 
under the trees; and on these ·grounds the 
evening service was held, as tl1e chapel could 
not hold one-half. Wethou~ht the" Village 
Preacher" was much in liberty. unfolding 
the g·race and goodness of Gori to the fallen 
sons ol men. We have a chapel, with 
freehold land behind and in frou t, all free 
from debt. We are looking to the Lord to 
send us a minister. We want a good har-
vestman. A Wo1<KlNG MAN. 

ROCHDALE.-Hadng now seen and 
preached in the N ewhold Baptist chapel in 
Uocl1dale, of which much ha, yet to be 
writlen, we can j!'ive the following brief 
dose, iption with co11firlenre :-The opening 
servic,-s of tl,e Newbold Baptist chapel com
menced Sundny,J uly 23, 18i6, and continued 
the next two Sabbaths. The b11ildi11~ is a 
very J,anrlsome one, anrt looks remnrkably 
well. The style ot architerture is deeora
tive Golhie. 'I'he walls at·e of stonP laced 
with pnl'points, havin11 dressinj!'R of York
sltire stone. On the lrout elevation is the 
ptfocipal entrance to the clrnpel, with thr~e 
large two-liirht traceried wiudows over it, 
and a rose window in the gable. J nternnlly 
the clrnpel consists of a nave 66ft. by 3911., 
with tl'ansepts on each side 21,t. by !Oft • 
The root is one span without columns. There 
are J!'Hlleries over the main rnt!'11nce and 
each 11a11sept, forming altoµelher accommo
dation tor about 700 persons. The ,chool
room adjoining the cl10pel is li91t. hy 36ft., 
and there is an infants' room 2:ltt. 6m-
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by 16ft., alAo mlniAlers' vestry 16ft. hy llft., 
ond three rlnas-rooms, there heing nccom
modntion for 420 scholars. The con trnctor 
for the mn•on work hns been Mr. ,John 
Nicholl, nnd for the joiner work Mr. W. A. 
Peters, of'Roclulnle, The whole of the wm·k 
b11s been carrie,J out from the design• nnd 
unrler the superintendence of Mr, E. Potts, 
of Oldhnm. The cost will be about £.'>,500. 
Our renders mnv ,·emem ber that the school 
was opened in November last, and sin re 
then there has heen an increase of over 
sixty scholnra, which would go to show that 
the school i• likely to become very useful in 
the neighbourhood. This new Baptist cha
pel i• er,ected in almost the centre <>f a new, 
a fast-risinl{, and a pleasant suburb of the 
large town of Rochdale. It is directly op
posite the mansion of John Tatham, E-q., 
who•e generous and Christian influence has 
considernbly forwarded this truly evangelistic 
enterprise. That a Divine blessing may rest 
upon the Gosp,,l preached, the in,trurtion 
imparted in the school, upon the Church, 
the Building Committee, and upon every 
branch of the Tatham family, is the deep and 
sincere prayer of many, many Christ-loving 
hearts. Amen. 

OUR LITTLE ST~TER AND HER 
BEAUTIFUL CLOCK. 

WALTHA_J\[ ABB KY: EBEN EZER 
BAPTIST CHAPt~r..-Our fitty-second an
niversary of the foundation of this cause 
w11.• held Aug, 7. Previous to the first 
quarter of the present century there was 
only one Baptist Church in this nei)!hbour
hood, and whil'h ha,t been under the pastoral 
care of a number of worthy men of no mean 
repute in their day, most of whom w,·re fol
lowers of the lnte leamed and venerahle Dr. 
Gill, Ryland, Booth, and others ol the same 
caste. However, s.ince their day, the num
ber of Baptist Churches have iccrea,ed in 
Waltham Ahhey. The Church at Etienezer 
is an otf-shont of the original Baptist 
Churrh formed in 1727, but, while the latter 
has for mnny years maintained nn open 
table, the former has stood fast in supporting 
a strict table according to New Testameut 
order. 

The afternoon service commenced with a 
song of praise-

" Arltle, O King or grace arise, 
Anrt l-'nt(•r to Thy rest! 

Lo. thy Cbnrcb waits with longing eyes, 
TI.Ju~ 10 bo owned and blest." 

Mr. R. G. E,Jwar,I• preached a good, prnctirnl 
sermon from ~olomon's Song, "We hnve a 
Ii1tle siste,·, and she hath no breasts; wl,at 
shall we do for our sister in the dnv when 
she shall be spoken for?" The :<penker 
!rented the subject in a homely an,l inter
esting mnnner. The " little sister" 1,e in
terpreted to menn the Gentile Church in 
prospective, whi,•h was clearly set forth in 
Act• ii., the b>1ptized Church ol Jesus 
Christ, Mr. E1l1Vards also spoke of the 
union existing betwen the sister Churches ol 
the present dny, nnd he did not fail 10 ex
press hi• grnlifi<'ntion that the sister Church 
of Waltbal.ll Abbey bad been kept 110und in 

the faith so many years. We thank our 
good brother Edwarrlsfor his kind and Jnving 
word~, Rnrl hi ➔ Sf'rmon on lhe II little i;ii-..ter." 
In I.he evening the ch,.pel was closely filled. 
Mr. W. Winters, of Waltham Ahhey wa.s 
preacher for the evening. He •eleciect as 
the b,isis ol hi< suhject l Tim. iii. 16, and 
which he rlividerl as follows:-1. The fact 
demonstrated. 2. The infi11itt,de of the 
mystery, as di•playerl in the great u11foldings 
of the revelation of the Divine Author, ex
perimentallv considered. 3. The doctrine of 
the Incarnation declared, Theo.~ ephan-
erothe in sarki. 2. The :,pirit's ju,ti
fication of the transaction. 5. The 
witness of the angelic host - seen of 
angels. 6. The practical results manifested, 
together with the rrowning of Christ's 
great mission-received up into glory. As 
might justlv he expected, the time allotterl 
was not sufficient to finish so vast a suloject. 

At the termination of the suldect, Mr. 
Winters was called into the table pew, and 
to his great astonbhment was pre,e11ted with 
a very handsome tesrimoni,d, '' in recogni
tion of the devoted zeal and mm. v services 
rendered to the Baptist cause for many 
years pa.st." The gift was in the form of an 
elegant eight-day clock, set in a massive 
black marble stand, neatly ornamented with 
gilt and floral work. l\Ir. R. G. Edwards, 
in p1'esenting it, expres...,ed his ~reat pleasure 
in doing so, and hoped It would be a lasting 
testimony of the friends' attachment to their 
servant. The Church and congreg-ation 
united in contrihuring towards the purchase 
ol this work ol art. l\Ir, Winters, on re
ceiving_ the timely and weighty rreasure, 
said he felt to be almost speechless, and hoped 
that a speech would not be demanded; how
ever he further said, that ac~ordin:.r to his 
estimation, he in now,-..y deserved such a token 
of Christian affection, anrl 1hat he accepted 
it not only for it~ intrin~icvalue, hut for the 
deep feeling of unfeigned love and esteem 
with which it was given. The whule of the 
congregation at once warmly expre~sed their 
feeling of approbation atwliat had transpired. 
Tl1e D,ixology brought one of the m1,st happy 
meetiug-s known in \Yaltliam Abllf-'y to a 
cl Ilse. Brethren N. Oakey, ,J. \\'i1e,-,ler, and 
Mr. Fell (of London) lavoure,I the Waltham
ires with their presence and kind as--istance. 
Great credit is due also to the sistt:•rs who 
lalioured to make all things plea,ant and 
comfortable. Tu Gori be all the praise ! says 

ONE WHO WAS THERE, 

DUNSTA BLE.-Ouranrient cause-over 
200 ~-ears-is once more hopefully s11rdviug. 
.Ja mes Clark, who com,uenced on 811ckhnd
common, being- ordained, I think, h.v that 
notahle man, John Bloomfield, and C. W. 
Rnnks. James Clark (of the stock of old 
G .. orge Clark, once ol lving-hoe), having 
laboured in ~u:ffi,lk, in Carnhiitl~·e,hire, and 
In London, has now settle1I in 1:11-'dlord,:..hire. 
It he i, not the greatest man in Eng-land, he 
i• •• honest and as devoted as many. So 
thinketh 

AN OLD MARKYATE-STRBBT SUPPLY, 
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CA 1\fBRTDGE.-The other rlRy we were 
fnvourC'd to rxnmine e\'ery part of New E,len 
BRpti,t rlrnpel, in the university town of 
Camhridire. We thought it one of the rno,t 
unique pieces of civic architecture we have 
ever seen. It i• a comfortable, beautiful 
palace, for the g-athering tog·ether of the ,ons 
and dHughters of the Lord God Almi11:hty, 
with f'\'ery cnn,·Pni~nC"e tor the stran~er who 
ma,· turn in hither. When we silent Iv con
sidered the hi,tor~· of the old Eden, irs ex
terior m,ule us think it was a little pri,on; 
t.hP interior we never were permitted to see. 
Vrlwn we irrHtefully sur,·eyed thi, new one, 
built aml all pai,I for, through the e11Prgy 
and surces_s of Mr. John BunvRn MrCure, 
we concluded God has enahled him to achieve 
a grrRt \'lctory. His mini~tr~· i-. honnnred; 
bis friends are united; the whole town ap
preciate, his philanthropic and reformatory 
efforts. His pro.;;;ppcts are hrii;rht: hut he 
will feel the neces,itv ere lon11: of more fullv 
concentrating his labours in the midst ot bis 
Church and people. 

SURREY.-This Home rountv, or so 
much of it RS is beyond Lon~on." has but 
few Baptist Churche~. and for the most pnt 
the memhership is small. Horsell Common 
and Knap Hill. under the pastorai care of hro
ther E. Joy. are preser'l"ed in pence. During 
Mr. Joy's ministry the old Church has nearly 
died out, but arlrliiions ha,·e con
tinually heen made, and we pray they may 
inr.1•pa~P more nnrl morP. Knar 11 ill anni
versary was Aue-. 3. We S;{W in tlw gatlu~r
in!!"• the brethren JO\', R. Her lining-ton, 
C. Z. Turner, Ste,rens, anrl o,h .... r:-:. The 
!!('rmons were prearhed hy C. W. Bank•, 
Thomas Strinl!'er, and Henry :llyerson. It 
was considered a hapµy day. 

.BOTTI SHAM LODE. - Onr anniver
sar~' this yf'ar was a O».v of Go,pel e-lad110:.q_ 
Mes.•rs. Cornwell anrl .Jolrn B11nvan ~lcCure 
made Gods truth clear and edit, ing. We 
have mourned over 1 hP lo..:~ of our lah• pa ... tor, 
Henrv Woodrow. His ~uffi·riug-, \\'Pre long 
anrl tenihle; but in the prime of life he was 
called to rest. We h·li~ve his hard wm·k, 
hi!-! <iePp anxietie~, hi..: cl1•votion to the 
mioistn· were too mu<'b for Iii~ ~tr ng-th. 
He is g~ne to behold tire glories of Imma
nuel, whose Gospel he prea,•lu,,t to the joy of 
manv. BrothPr f-lanj?'''r hns ~nrreedPd poor 
Henrv, and Bottisharn Lode Bapti,t Ch11r,·h 
is susiained. On .Tulv 2.5, our ~11nrla,·-fc•hool 
anniversary wns rl,Pn·Pri hy 1he minh•tJ"a
tions of BrotbPr M 1·C11rP anrl thr pre~Pnre 
of Iii, friends. Praise the Lord! The Church, 
the ~chools, tbP cong-rPl!"r1ti11n, tliP rnini""ll'Y, 
all lead us to hope the Lo1·d •l'ill ir1crea,e ns 
vet more aorl more. WP are an isci)atf'rl 
City, hut the Redeemer ha~ !--omf' rnnsomed 
one,bere. OLDAMi;N. 

UX BRIDGE.-" An Old Pilg-rim" in Ux
hri,ll?'e lameu1ahlv flp<•larf'~ 1l1t-l'f' arP many 
chur,·hPs an<l chApP]l-1 hPrP, hut Cliri~t's 
Go-pel is not fullv and toirlrf111l\' pread,ed iu 
any one of them: Alas 1or U xllriJge ! 

OPENING ~ERMONS, NEWBOLD 
BAPl'I~T CHAPEL. 

BitIBP REVIEW. 
With a strong- ratholidty of Chri•tlau 

feeling, the Buildinf!.' Committee invited 
well-known ministers from diffi•rentsections 
ot the Church to tnke part in the inaugural 
services of the above nohle buil,ling. We 
propose th furni•h our readers with sketches 
of the several discourses. The services com
menced July 23, and continued until Aug. 
6. The first pr<'acher wns Mr. E. C. Lewis 
who delivered a truthful nn,I acceptahl; 
discourse from words recorde,I in Acts v. 
20, "Go stand ROIi spenk in the temple to 
the people all the words of this life." 
The speaker'• first proposition showe,I that 
Christianity was an institution founded by 
Christ, in whirh a revela1i1111 of the mind 
and will of God was made to sinful men; 
that the first prea<'hero of the Go,pel had to 

I contend with prejudice, hncked by power·• 
and that not! ing- short of a revelation t~ 
their enlightened umlerstandings, and a 
firm belie! in their own soul• tilat they 
were preaching to the people the words of 
eternal life aud salvation hy and through 
Jesus Christ; and that lravinl!' implanted 
in them divine life, being girded with truth 
!'Ontrolled, guided, an,I •npported by tb~ 
Holy Spirit, conscious of the justice and 
righteousness of His cause which they 
pleaded and represented-nothing short of 
these great hies.sing• could have sup
ported th,m ami,lst the hitter storms and 
cruel persecutions the r111i11g powers of the 
world hurled against them (see verses 17, 
18). Also, from verse 19 of this same chap
ter, we learn this truth-that ha.-, bolts, 
and prison-walls are no ohsta,·les in the way 
of that 8overeil!,'n Lord who has all power; 
that, wherever He intends His ser\'ants to 
prearh His Go,pel, His Word shall stand 
-He will ac!'ompli,h Hi• purpose, al
beit they have to go, as it were, into the 
lion's mouth; for (to use a figure), the 
temple at this period of timP. was so cor
rupted hy its rulers, that Chri.t Himself 
condemns their nefarious line of conduct, 
and plai11ly tell• them they had turned 
His house (wltich should be an. house of 
pra~·er) irrto a den of thieves ( Mntt. xxi. 
12, 13). From the settirrg up of Clnist's 
kingdom, through all the intermeiliate stages 
of time up to the pre•ent, the Gospel and 
!he faithful prettche1" of that Gospel have 
met with opposition; hut the Almighty 
Author of salvation shall now, ns He has 
done throuµ-h the past, VPl'il,v the utterances 
of the apostle where he hath sai<I, " I arn 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it 
is 11.ie power of God unlo salvation to every 
one that helievetl1, to the Jew first, and al:o 
to the Greek" (Rom. i. 16). Mny its 
light so shine, arnl it.• snving power he so 
realised by those who may tread the floor 
ot this ~-our newly-errcte,I sanctun_ry. •~ to 
constrain many to the obedience of Christd 
and make yon fruitful in every good wor 
nnd wmk ! Amen 
Tl!E RIVER AND ITtl POUR 8TREAIIIB, 

Mr, James Hand, in the evening of first 
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Sabbath services held In their newly-erected 
sanctuary, rend his text from Gen. ii, 10, 
"And a river went out of Eden to water 
the garden, nod from thence it was parted 
and became into four heads." These words 
stand within the enclosure of a paragraph 
that takes its rise at the 8th verse of this 
chapter, nnd terminates nt the 17th verse. 
Historically much might be said upon it, 
but we hove other and different ends in 
view, therefore •hall treat the subject in a 
higher sense. The words read as a text 
stand connected with the four suhsequent 
verses. As the word Eden signifies plea
sure and delight, if we transpose the verse 
and put it in a plainer form, to us it will 
convey this meaning-the Lord takes plea
sure,yea,delight, in the salvation of immortal 
beings, therefore He sends these rivers of 
His eternal love east, west, north, and south. 
We will endeavour to speak of them in a 
consecutive form. May the Holy Spirit, 
who alone doth teach the saving truths of 
salvation, help me to speak to some goo,! pur
pose, and you to hear to your lasting profit ! 
That a vein of Christian experience runs 
through the whole five verses (from the 
10th to the 14th) we have no doubt. The 
name of the first river is " Pison, that is it 
which corn passeth the whole land of Ha
villah," &c. Pison is changing, or exten
sion of the mouth; Havillah, one that suf
fers pain. All real reli~ion begins in con
viction of sin (John xvi. 7, 8), so that when_ 
the blessed Spirit sends the river of convic
tion into a sinner's conscience, the waters of 
sorrow, distress, and guilt will compass 
about the soul of such an one ( and such are 
we all), and then they will suffer pain. The 
effects of this inwrought work will be made 
manifest by a change of conduct ( Isa. iv. 
6, 7). The heart is c.hanged, the will re
newed, the mouth is opened to cry for 
mercy, and, like the publican, the soul in 
hitter anguish, sends its cry to heaven's 
throne, and that cry receives a merciful 
response (Luke xviii. 13), for the soul thus 
taught.is placed ina position to listen unto the 
voice of God where He speaks to all such in 
words of kindness (see Rev. iii. 18) ; so that 
this good gold is precious faith (I Pet. i. 7), 
and this faith the Lord bestows upon all 
whose ear is circumcised and whose heart is 
opened to receive the saving truths of the 
Gospel; for thus it is written in the Scrip
tures-read carefully Romans x. 13-17. 
My desire is to make God's Word plain to 
you; for a right be,::innin,:: will make a right 
end, hut a wrong beginning (if God inter
pose not) will culminate in confusion and 
sorrow (Isa. i. 11). I feel it imperative to 
be thus plain in treating upon the first 
operations of the Holy Ghost upon the heart 
and conscience of an awakened sinner. 
It further says, there is" bdellium nnd the 
onyx stone." The former of these is a kind of 
resinous gum, possessing the virtue of 
healing disea.<e, I take it to mean the 
balm of Gilead (Jeremiah viii. 22). The 
onyx stone has stripes of variegated white 
crossing its substance. Conjoin these, and 
you then have the meaning of that soul-

healing, softening, balmy truth presented to 
us in Song of Solomon (ii. 1-4). The 
river Gihon signifies the valley of grace. 
A Christian in the valley of humility will 
most certainly be a reflex of his Master, 
Christ, not with a sham irlentity, which 
often means hypocrisy. Ethiopia is a word 
meaning blackness. Where is the Christian 
of experience that knoweth not the meaning 
of the psalmist's words, " I am become like 
a bottle in the smoke " ( Ps. cxix. 83) ? It 
also means burning. When the Christirtn 
is assailed by the fiery darts of the wicked 
(Eph. vi. 16), how refreshing the streams of' 
Jehovah's love running through the soul in 
the valley of grace! ( Ps. xlvi. 4). The 
name of the third river is Hiddekel, which 
means a sharp noise or sound. Tnis river, it 
saith, runneth towards the east of Assyria, 
which may be taken to mean enemie.•, either 
internal or external. When the king of 
Assyria, armed with malice, and clothed 
with revenge, directed the power of his army 
against Hezekiah, the good king of Judah, 
J udah's king caused the sound of his voice to 
pierce the skies, to reach J ehovah's throne; 
and the God of Judah heard and answered 
that cry, displayed the greatness of His power, 
and by His mighty arm delivered Jerusalem 
and her king from the rage and malice of her 
foe. Read Isa. xxxviii. So, Christian, when 
thou art corn passed with toes and tears on every 
hand, thy prayer, directed to the God who 
auswers prayer, shall give thee to prove that 
the promise of a f,1ithful God is truth ( Isa. !iv. 
17). And the fourth river is Euphrates, 
which means fruitfulness. Salvation by 
grace is a truth. It is also true that faith 
without works is dead. Abraham was justi
fied by works, Rahab was justified by works 
(James ii. 21-26); yea, when the material 
universe is dissolved, then will the Supreme 
Judge speak of the works of His humble 
followers in terms of complacency. May 
God give us ears to hear his truth, and grace 
to practise what He commands. Amen. 

BAPTIST TABERNACLE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL, PETERBOROUGH. 

ON Lord's-day, July 16, two sermons were 
preached bv Mr. Noah Heath, of Gravesend, 
on behalf of this institution. Tbe rnornisg 
sermon was a clear, soun~, doctrinal dis
course, nod in the evening an address on 
the importance of the work devoted to the 
friends and teachers. In the afternoon the 
children recited pieces. 

The harmonium was well-played by Miss 
Mary E. Sturton, of St. Paul's-terrace, and, 
with the aid of two or three excellent helps 
who came from other chapels, the singing 
was most touching and effective. 

The collections for the Sunday-school were 
the best yet had, nud the congregations 
larger. 

There was also a tea, followed by a sermon 
from Mr. Heath, ou the Monday evening; 
and on Wednesday the children had their 
annual treat in the gardens and grounds at 
Dogsthorpe Grange. 
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PLAIN TALK ABOUT MEN AND 
THINGS IN THE COLONIES. 

SYDNEY, MAY 6, 1876.-Dear brother 
in Jesus! Love, mercy, and peace be unto 
you from Him for ever and ever ! 
· I thank you yery much for all the love 
and brotherly kindness you are ever show
ing to me and the cause of the Lord in 
these colonies, which, I am sure, need the 
fraternal care ot the pastors, and the ma
ternal care of tbe Churches, in the land of 
our fathers. 0 for brotherly, fatherly, sis
terly, and motherly (Deborah) love! 0 
that our kindred in Jesus would do away 
with the bitter tattling and malice, and up 
with the trowel and build our walls, and 
g-rasp the sword aud strike our foes! Our 
parsons now-a-days are more like officious, 
little, pugnacious wasps, than noble-hearted 
standard-bearers of the Great King. rrn
deed brother Allen writes too truly bere 
of some we know.] 

I have nsited my kindred in Jesus in 
Victoria and Tasmania lately. Thirty years 
ago, I was in fellowship with the venerable 
pastor Dowling, in Tasmania, Hoha!"t Town, 
and Launceston. We had the banner of 
truth then well unfurled, and the Lord was 
glorified. But now it is as you have shown 
in your March number. 0 that the Lord 
would send true men ! No beggarly shams; 
no small, stuck-up monkies to ape great 
men; no money grabbers; no lazy drones, 
and no manglers of cur language; but 
Christ-loving, saint and sinner-loving, sin
cere, bumble, unselfish, Spirit-taught men; 
men who can put up with the Lord's terms 
-" The Son of man hath not where to lay 
His head.'" "Send me, send me." Thls is 
the cry of love to Him. 

I travelled 800 miles to reach my dear old 
relations in Jesus; it was remarkable, I 
got to the house of the Lcrd hastily, from 
the ship, within five minutes of the service 
on the Lord's-day morning, when we told 
them, from a heart full of marvellous emo
tions, and holy upheavings to heaven, that 
" Every one of them in Zion appeareth 
before God." l. In Grace. 2, In Wor
ship. 3. In Glory. 

About this house of the Lord were some 
memorial tablets of those who have realised all 
the 1, 2, 3. How many the Lord has glori
fied, who once were with us in the days of 
my youth, and my late pastor's old age. 
One of the deacons, who had been much 
affiicted, and whose heart was full at seeing 
me, and his soul full with what he beard 
from us in Zion, died four days after-rather 
he sleeps in Jesus, softly, sweetly. 

0, how very sacred this short visit was
only three days! 0, how I wanted to clasp 
tbem all in the love of the Lord, which is 
pure I When we appear in Zion No. 3, love 
shall have its full swing, and fear no evil eye. 
Two or three hours was notbinis for a 
service under these C'ircumstances; talk, 
talk, read and pray, all the time. I was 
was very sorry time would not permit me 
to visit the dear, dear ones in Hobart Lown, 
120 miles from Launceston. Absence makes 
the heart grow fonder. Dear brother 

Hinsby is a prince of a brother In Jesus. 
Real, golden-hearted brothers nnd sisters nre 
so few that one feels as if you C'ould squeeze 
them few, in to your very sou 1, and hold 
them there before the Lord Jesus, to 1111 
eternity. 

H avlng left Tasmania, I returned to 
Victoria, to the dear people with whom I 
laboured for eighteen years in the Gospel 
of the Son of God. I cannot describe my 
feeling,i, seeing old friends with whom ·1 
tremblingly began twenty-five years ago. 
Here are many of my dear children in the 
faith, and some brethren in the ministrv. 
0, the blessedness of the love of Jesus in 
His people! Just let the infirmities of their 
flesh be laid aside, and they adorned with 
the holy regalia of the graces of the Holy 
Ghost, and there is not so beautiful, so 
lovely, so grand, so glorious a sight upon 
earth, as the dear, dear people of the Lord. 

In this heavenly style of things, we had 
about three weeks of it in Victoria. Anni
versary meetings, welcome meetings, tea
meetings, lecture meetings, family meet
ings, house meetings, and farewell meetings. 

A CHOICE l\lINISTER. 
The Lord has brought a good brother from 

the Congregationalists to us despised Par
ticular Baptists, and set him over my dear 
old people in the Victoria-parade, Melbourne. 
His name is Cuttle, a classic scholar, and 
well taught by the Spirit in the things of 
God. He is no little, pertinacious monkey, 
apeing some great king-preacher whom some 
idolatrously adore, and whose very hair, coat, 
motion, and provincial slang, you must ape 
if you would please their worships. No! 
brother Cuttle dares to be- himself, he dares 
to be what Zion's Lord has made him in 
originality, a map of God, and a minister of 
the Gospel of His Son. I thank the Lord 
for such a Gospel-gift to my long-standing 
kindred in Jesus, and dear children in the 
faith in Melbourne. The Lord bless them! 
Let the children of God in England pray for 
them. 

There is another brother in Melbourne, 
whom the Lord has lately brought out of the 
Free Church of England, who told me he 
always felt it was a great sin to baptize 
the babes ; he was constrained to leave his 
living and come out and seek fellowship with 
us Particular Baptists. Both these men 
could have had far better temporal fare with 
the other Baptists, but they came to our de
partment from the conviction of truth upon 
their hearts. May the Lord direct th!5 
brother also for the glory of His name. His 
name is Strickland, formerly of Geelong; 
when in England he was with the late 
Joseph Irons. 

There is another brother, by the name of 
Geord, preaching in the chapel of my dear 
old friend, the late Mr. Morith. I have 
known brother Geord nearly twenty-five 
years ; he has al ways played the man toward 
me, when some played the tool. God bless 
him also, for he is a man of God, and a man 
of truth. He has been greatly tried. 

There is my dear brother Ward, whom yo~ 
knew in England, who was at James Wells 
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In London many years. Poor, dear brother! 
he hns been struggling with his business, 
large family, and the testimony of the Gospel 
In Collingwood, Hawthorne, the Hanging 
Rock, &c. Brother Cuttle and I got to his 
house just as he was in from toil, Saturday 
eve; eating, dressing, &c., to run off by 
train 35 miles, to tell of covenant love and 
Calvary'• blood of the Lord Jesus. We 
both broke down and wept, in joy nod in 
sorrow, for some time. We praised the Lord 
together and prayed. We wanted to stop 
together for a bit, but I told him he had 
better run off, and preach to the people. 

Then there is brother Wood at Preston, 
where we built our first chapel, and at whose 
house I preached my first discourse. He has 
led the cause of God and truth in that place 
these last twenty-five years. We had a 
solemn, loving, and comfortable day with 
friends at·bis house, and at the house of the 
Lord at night, remembering the days of old, 
the years of the right hand of the Most 
High. 

[ at Mount Zion, and brother Fullard at 
Cbilwell. The Lord bless them much ! 

Now we went to our ship for .SOO mife.q to 
Sydney, in company with many a loving 
heart. We commended each other to the 
Lord, and said farewell, after thirteen ser
mons, four lectures, four addresses, and sixty 
house-meetings in lour weeks-the greatest 
month in the love of Christ, in Hh people, 
J ever lived-then came home to see my 
darling child die in Jesus, as in my last set 
forth to you. 

I love you, thank you, and pray for yon; 
do so for your affectionate brother in Jesus, 

DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

At Greensborougb chapel we bad a whole 
day and evening in the blessed things of the 
Lord in the rural style, or bush-fashion, tell
ing of the love of Him who saved and blest 
us for His mercy's sake. This is a little 
chapel we built on the Plenty River, twelve 
miles from Melbourne. Some bumble souls 
have been blest there, and brought to the 
Lord Jesus. An old friend of mine, an aged 
hro1 her, named Peach, supplies the desk 
there once a month. 

We then hastened away, llO miles, to old 
friends at Saudhurst, where there is a nice 
little chapel and cause struggling with the 
difficulties of a gold-digging distJ•ict. 

Here our dear young brother, J obn 
Bamber, is holding up the Gospel-banner in 
Jesu's holy Name. Here we had meetings 
of welcome, special Lord's-day services, 
lecture at the hall, and a precious farewell 
tea-meeting to speak of mercy, love, blood, 
and power. Lqve-reigned in our midst, and 
the Lord was glorified ; in which we said 
farewell, with hope to meet next year again. 

Thirty miles home we had a whole day 
with a farming family-dear, dear people, 
who cannot think they are children of God, 
yet have the most brilliant evidences of being 
so. Oh! how my soul did yearn over them. 
So we had, from eight in the morning to 
eleven at night, upon 

" 1Tis a point L long to know; 
Oft it causes anxious thought.'' 

They would have kept me at it all night, but 
I was done. 

Two miles more and we met other dear 
kindred and children in Jesus, with whom 
we bad love-feasts in faces, hands, prayers, 
hymns, and lectures, and said, "Farewell-do 
come next year." God bless these dear 
people, for Jesu's sake, 

We got back to Melbourne, and off to 
Geelong, where we met loving hearts indeed1 
and had great goings on in the love ancl 
mercy of the Lord, of which they must 
write you. 

Brother Day still exalts the Son of God 

BRIXTON.-Services at Mr. Cornwell's 
tabernacle, Russell-street-Monday, August 
7, Mr. Stringer preached; text, "Because I 
will publish the name of the Lord, ascribe 
ye greatness unto our God." The preacher 
spoke sweetly on J ehovah's name and g,-eat
ness. At public meeting Mr. James Lee, of 
Bow, pre"slded, and opened the meeting with 
a suitable address. Mr. Battson spoke on 
"Christ -our Hope." He ran through the 
Saviour's life, showing how perfection was 
stamped upon all- His works and words; if 
our hope for justification was founded upon 
His active and passive obedience, all would 
be well. Mr. Griffith spoke on "Christ our 
Advocate." An advocate takes the part of 
bis client, speaks for him; so we say," Lord, 
I am oppressed, undertake for me." His 
advocacy is as extensive as His atonement; 
He pleads for the objects of the Father's Jove; 
He pleads not for sin, but for sinners. The 
intercession of Jesus is a great comfort to 
Christians in trouble to know that He pleads 
for our deliverance; 'tis an encouragement to 
draw near to God for help. Mr. Lawrence, 
on " Christ onr Hiding-place," said, "As 
soon as sin entered into the world man be
came conscious of his need of a hiding-place, 
and endeavoured to conceal himself amongst 
the trees of the g·arden; but the keen eye of 
Jehovah saw him, and said," Adam, where 
ai·t thou?" Adam's posterity have ever been 
engaged in trying to hide themselves from 
their God. Mr. L. set forth the Hiding
place by the houses that had the blood 
sprinkled upon the lintels; by God putting 
Moses in the cleft of a rock, covering him 
with His band while He passed by, so that 
he saw only His back parts. The six cities of 
refuge were easy to get at. So salvation is 
accessible, 'tis broug·ht to us; as was said to 

I Zaccheus, "This day is salvaticn come to 
thine house," &c. The anthem," Jerusalem, 
my happy home," was well given by the 
choir. Mr. Parnell did justice to his sub
jecl, "Christ our Surety." The c!Jairman 
started the collection with £3 3s.; the sum 
total reached £29 5s. 6d. Mr. Stringer was 
quite at home in speakiog on Christ our 
Righteousness. Mr. F. Wheeler gave a de
cided speec!J on Christ our AIJ-and-iu-all. The 
ladies gave a bountiful tea to a large com
pany. The chairman filled his position well; 
all the speakers were happy with him ; he is 
a plain, honest Christian brother. 



288 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

A SWARM OF BEES AT WATFORD. 
WE were favoured with n happy day at our 
anniversary, August 7. A number of the 
royal family from Tring, Bedmont, Gadsden
row, Abbots-Langley, St. Albans, Berk
han\sted, and others from London, flocked 
around our hive like bees (not stinging bees, 
but honey bees), and were busy all the sun
shiny day gathering honey from opening 
flowers in the Gospel field. 

Mr. John Hazelton led us out into the 
green pastures, and beside the still waters as 
they appear anrl flow on Calvary's high and 
holy hill ; many sweet flowers were opened; 
one in particular, blowing fresh and fragrant 
in Paul's letter to the Church at Thessa
lonica: " Who died for us; that whether 
we wake oc slPep, we shoula live together 
with Him." One thing was very evident
these flowers are as full of honey and milk 
and wine as ever, for the bees did suck and 
eat the fat, and drink the sweet, as eagerly 
and gladly as it they had never tasted the 
honey before; but there is that peculiarity 
about this honey-it never cloys, and it seems 
especially sweet as it is extracted direct from 
Sharon's rose, and their song interpreted is 
this:-

"' Here we'll sit for ever viewing 
Mercy's pow<rin streams of blood, 

Precious drops our souls bedewing, 
Plead and claim our peace with God." 

The good Steward told ·us we all deserved 
to die; and it is evident most believed the 
report, but then He showed us we should not 
die ; we could not die, because Christ died for 
us; and the love of such a Saviour was such 
that at the end of the feast all the bees 
sweetly joined to sing-

,. Bell was our just desert, 
But He that bell endured, 
Guilt broke His guiltless heart, 
With wrath tllat we incurred; 

We bruised His body, spilled His blood, 
And both be-came our heavenly food." 

Earthly food was needed, and by our good 
Father provided ; then another good John, 
even Mr. John Bennett, appeared on the 
scene, and led us to another part of the field; 
but we hung about the entrance, at the gate 
of Paul's 15th Cor. i.: "Wherein ye stand." 
Jn the morning the one Steward cast up tbe 
ground, opening the flowers; in the after
noon the other Steward told us to hold fast, to 
stand steady, and showed us how we should, 
if we ever got into the heart and sucked out 
the honey of the Gospel; he actually told us 
we sh•rnld never fall away if we were 
favoured to get into the heart of these honey
-flowers that gTow in I mmanuel's land~ in 
Zion's sacred enclosure-which all the bees 
seemed to agree with, for they hymned forth 
another sweet song, beginning thus:-

" Compared with Christ, In all beside 
No comelinel'.ls I see; 

The one thing ne,,dful, dearest Lord, 
Is to be one with Thee." 

About two hundred settled down to a re
freshing cup of tea. Then for the third time 
.came the bees together for more honey; and 
Mr. Hazelton came again, carried us all 
away to heaven," where our possessions lie"; 

he told us we liad g·ot the earnest, and 
pointed us to a place in the Book which came 
from heaven which told us all about it ; and 
eure enong·h, as leaf after leaf was turned 
over of that beautiful fragrant-flower grow
ing· in the Hebrew field - Noll, section 34-
it was made very plain ; the bees Rnw their 
heaven, and some longed to he there : 
" Knowing in yourselves, that ye have in 
heaven a better and an enduring substa11ce." 
Why, there was honey in every fold of this 
flower :-lst. It was substance, not shadow. 
2nd. It was enduring, can never fade away. 
0 what a flower! 3rd. It was " better" ; 
better than anything and everything else, 
however good : this was best of all. 4th. 
We have it, not shall possess it; we have it 
now. 5th. Not in hand, but in prospect, in 
good keeping, in heaven; and we know it in 
ourselves, because we are born again. Hav
ing thus been sweetly entertained and re
g·aled by Zion's sacred sweets, before we 
reach the heavenly fields and walk the 
golden streets, the bees all united once more 
to sing" Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow," and then took wing to their respective 
places, not, however, without leaving some 
solid tokens of their love and regard, for £14 
was gathered up during the day. 

It was a day to be remembered. With 
gratiturle to our dear covenant God, we ac
knowledge it; and thus publicly express our 
gratitude and thanks to all our kind 
brethren, and sisters, and friends who visited 
us on that occasion. 

May grace, concord, love, and heavenly 
peace possess and keep all their hearts! prays 
a little honey bee, whose initials are G. B. 

MATFIELD-GREEN.-Our friend, E. 
W. Debnam, has been on a little tour in 
Kent. He witnessed the 60th anniversary 
of Matfield-green Baptist chapel Sunday
school. The children met in large numbers. 
Mr. Horton, of Tunbridge Wells, addressed 
the children, and then preached to a full 
congregation. The children and friends en-

-joyed the refreshments; and we hope good 
seed was sown in many hearts. Another 
happy day at Mat.field-green. The Lord 
send them a pastor-one well-suited to 
gather in, and to build up. At Lamber-

' lmrst, friend Debnam was found reading and 
, expounding in the cottages. Many were 

glad to see him and hear the Word of God 
opened up. The Baptist cause at Lamber
burst is low. We have long desired to seek 
its recovery. Even at Tunbridge Wells, our 
reviewer says, no true prO'lperity anywhere. 
Brother Thomas Edwards appears happy. 
The two standard sections hold on ; tl1e open.
communion HallJ'eople try hard, but, u_ntll 
our God comman breath from the four wmds 
to come, they only starve and complain. 
When will the Lord arise and have mercy 
upon Zion? We want power to pray for 
her. 

SW ANS EA. - A correspondent says:
" We are moving on quietly and peaceably 
in this neighbourhood, but none of the 
Churches are very lively." 
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"A LONDON SPARROW" AT 
CLAPHAM. 

We gave lost month a brief review of Mr. 
H. Hall'sre-openingservicesat" Ebenezer." 
We hove from our respectable and special 
correspondent n sketch of each speech given 
in the evening. We can only briefly notice 
them. Our "Sparrow" says:-

Brotber Bennett was in the middle of a 
speech, closing with an exhortation to jurlge 
nothing before the time. We are fallible 
creatm·es. When the Lord cometh, unto 
whom all hearts are open, He will judge 
righteous judgment. 

C. Spencer, Esq., who was suffering from 
phvsical weakness,* and had made a great 
effort to be present, spoke a few words of 
Christian encouragement to the chairman, 
r,astor, and people; and gave out the hymn, 
'What sacred fountain yonder springs." 

C. W. Banks spoke of the distinctive features 
of the Strict Baptist body. Mr. Cornwell 
gave interesting reminiscences of his early 
experience as a preacher. Mr. Brown, of 
St. Luke's, lately N ewborn's, spoke a few 
simple, loving words, and gave out a hymn. 
R. G. Edwards said they had spent a happy 
day. Hearts had been cheered, souls had 
been warmed, their lot bad been cast in 
pleasant places. "We love to meet among 
them now, though vilest of them all "; and 
as sure as we love the Lord here, and His 
ways, and people, we can sing-

" More happy, but not more secure, 
The glorified spirits In heaven." 

This love is not Nature's production; with all 
its cultivation it cannot give love to the Gos
pel of Jesus Christ. God worketh in you 
both to will and to do. He comes down to 
the brui.•ed reed, to those who think upon 
His name-those who, like the poor thief, cau 
only say, "Lord, remember me." What a 
mercy to have the evidences. Many dare 
not say, " I am a child of God," who love to 
bear His person and work exalted, wbo can 
sing His praises from the heart, who truly 
love the brethren, and thus give evidence 
that they have passed from death unto life. 
Before another anniversary some now present 
may pass away to join that grand chorus c>f 
"Unto Him that bath loved us"; no more 
sin, sorrow, bereavement, or death; all teat'S 
wiped away. A few more rolling suns at 
most will land us on fair Canaan's coast. 

Brother Gander gave a few thoughts on 
Psa. xxvi. 8, " Lord, I have loved the habi
tation of Thy house, and the place where 
Thine honour dwelleth." After which the 
pastor, Mr. Hall, gave an explanation of the 
renovating, cleaning, &c., which movement 
did not originate with himself, although he 
did not oppose it. It was eighteen years last 
April since he was Jed tbe1·e, with trembling 
steps, under pressure, to supply a lack of 
service. When he came, there was a debt of 
.£1 ,200, and not more than twenty members ; 
they have received since that time 200 into 
communion ; fifteen last year. 

Brother Ponsford showed a spirit that 
could still earnestly contend for the faith; 

• Mr Spencer died Auguat 10. 

his motto was, " First pure, then peace
able." 

Brother Lodge spoke from " How good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity." After which the amount 
of collections for the day was announced as 
£}37 6s., which exceeded all anticipations. 

Brother Stringer gave a characteristic 
address, comparing the speakers to a band of 
skilful musicians, and be had not beard a 
discordant sound. 

Brother Pung urged upon us the duty in
cum bent on alf believers in following the 
Lord in the ordinance of Baptism. Brother 
Lawrence expatiated on the words, "They 
all bold swords, being expert in war." The 
pastor proposed a vote of thanks to the chair
man, which was warmly seconded and carried 
with aincere thanks for the presence and 
liberality of all friends. He closed the meet
ing with prayer and singing. 

MARGATE-Meetinl?oncemorewith my 
Countess of Huntingdon friend, his second 
question was referred to. His interposing· 
fetters drew from me an expression of affec
tionate regard for the Coon tess of Hun ting
don 's ministers, because by that excellent 
Mr. Young, and another of the same society, 
extraordinary blessings of a spiritual nature 
were conferred upon me nearly fifty years 
since. But in Lancashire, the other aay, it 
was asserted by one of the present ministers 
from the Countess_ of !f.untingdon's college, 
that there was a d1spos1tlon to deny the dis
tinct personality of the Holy Ghost, and in 
some of their chapels species of approachino
Ritualism were antit'ipated. We agreed 
that these things were indicative of the loss of 
Divine power in that once sacred section of 
the visible Church. Our printer, in our last 
issue, put 1875 instead of 1876 in the seventh 
line from the top of page 2.56. Will our 
readers take the pen and make that 5 into a 
6? Be it for ever remembered that John 
Wise was publicly recol!Ilised as the first 
pastor of the first New Testament Church in 
Margate, June 27th, 1876; and we under
stand that Mount Ephraim Baptist chapel 
has been crowded this season, although we 
have met with some first-class London 
traders who, in London, are found, or have 
been found, in Strict and Particular Baptist 
Churches; hut when we ask them if they 
and their families went to Maun! Ephraim, 
we get a curt toss: "Oh, no! we go to 
Ebenezer ! " or "We like talent, Open or 
Strict; little duty-faith is very useful," and 
so on. But before a heart-searching God 
wbnt kind of Christian (?) people are these? 
We could faithfully describe them. If we 
ewr do they would - We shall not go into 
the lion's den this month. Understand this: 
When the Irishman, whose pockets have 
been filled, can say " The water is nothing"; 
when preachers and pastors can practically 
ignore experience, sound doctrine, and New 
Testament order, then they are leading the 
people into "Bye-path-meadow." What 
their end will be we know not. Discussion 
on question two is deferred. Honest Baptists 
do not forget Mount Ephraim at Margate. ' 
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A CURE FOU OUR DIVISIONS. 
ENGLAND'S ANSWER TO 

AMERICA'S CALL. 
To WILLIAM LITTLETON, a brother es
teemed-Still on the threshold of your call 
for a cure ol our di\'isions, I will give you, 
in confidence, the following note which was 
written (in June, 1876) by a most ancient, 
honourable, and godly Christian man, and 
sent to a highly-gifted and much-esteemed 
preacher and author in this country. The 
\'enerahle sire, who penned the note which I 
here 1<ive, is eighty yP-ars of age. About 
forty years ago he allowed me to preach in 
his house, behind a chest of drawers. He is 
a wise and worthy man; he says in his note 
to the minister referred to:-

" Dear friend and brother, the packet 
came safe; my motive for their circulation 
was, I thought your remarks much needed 
in this day, when faith is made nothing more 
than just to believe that Christ came into tbe 
world to save sinners; that He died on the 
cro&s, and rose again-then you are a be
liever. I must say, saving-faith was not so 
easy with me. 

" I have this week received a little tract, 
headed, 'A Call for Justice and a Plea for 
Truth.' Is it not shocking that such a call 
should be needed amongst those who profess 
to be followers of the meek and low Iv Jesus? 
I do not know who the writer is, but I am 
very glad to find we have men of truth and 
discernment, although not connected with 
the 'Standard.' 

" A short time ago I was in company with 
one of these so-called ' Standard ' ministers, 
and I named to him having read your re
marks on Mr. Spurgeon's sermon, and 
thought they were much needed in our day. I 
told him your name; his answer was, 'I have 
heard tl,ere are three or four good things of 
his published, but he has no connection with 
the " Standard." ' 

"My answer was, 'He is none the worse 
for that. I suppose you think there are no 
men of Truth but such as are" Standard" 
men?' 

" I think Mr. Sears has been shamefully 
treated. If you see the little tract you must 
feel hurt at the way and manner they re
viewed his sermon. 

"What a mercy, the time with me must 
be very short ! I have stood connected with 
a little Cause of Truth over sixty years. In 
1813, eight or nine of us formed ourselves 
into Church-fellowship, and, at that time, 
used to read the late S. E. Pearce's sermons. 
I have benrd that dear man preach Christ in 
a very blessed way. I am now past my 
eighty-fifth year, so that I need not say I am 
the only one left. Truly, 'by the grace of 
God I am what I am.' 

"The Lord bless you, and your labours in 
preaching God's Truth, that the Word may 
not be in vain ! So prays yours, for the 
Truth's sake, T. BARNES." 

Dear Mr. Littleton, from this you will see 
the spirit ol contempt, of confusion, of vain
glory, of bitter enmity, existing in the circles 
of the Churches whose faith and order is 

right, but whose presumption and arrogance 
are wrong. If those brethren who will not 
bow down to any man's society or book were 
to unitedly and scripturally protest against 
this new idolatry, some prejudices might be 
lessened; but, while ignorance, pride, and 
enmity are permitted to fill many of our 
pulpits, a cure for cruel divisions will be 
hard to find. 

Mlt. R. G. EDWARDS ON THE 
PROSPERITY OF SIL VER-STREET 

CHAPEL, NOTTING-HILL GATE. 
Tenth Anniversary of formation of this 
Church was celebrated Lord's-day, July 
30th, by three sermons; morning Mr. Henry 
Hall, afternoon Mr. Trotman, evening Mr. 
R. G. Edwards, the pastor. 

Tuesday, August 1st, R. C. Bardens 
preached a right good Gospel sermon. Tea 
and cake were subsequently provided; then 
came a public meeting. Mr. John Hazleton 
presided. ( It may be stated that Mr. Hazle
ton took. an active part in the formation of 
the Church ten years since.) Mr. John 
Fell opened the meeting by prayer; Mr. 
Doncaster spoke of the rise and progress of 
the Cause, which was received with much 
appreciation. Mr. Hazleton, after a hymn 
of praise, made some very appropriate re
marks in bis opeaing address respecting his 
filial attachment to the pastor and Church, 
although be felt himself to be a " trespasser" 
on that occasion; but Mr. Edwards, in an 
after speech, assured him that he should not 
be " prosecuted," as the friends felt it to be 
no small honour to have his presence and 
help. 

C. W. Banks spoke many solemn and 
weighty words on vital and experimental 
religion. Words of instruction and en
couragement were spoken by brethren 
Bardens, Box, H. Hall, Lawrence, Winters, 
and Meeres. 

Mr. Edwards, the pastor, related how the 
Lord had blest and prospered the Cause 
during the short period of bis labours 
amongst them, and gave ten reasons in 
support of the fact :-He could "bless God," 
in the first place, that a Church bad been 
established m Silver-street, Notting-hill. 
Secondly, that fifty-six members had been 
added to the Church during bis pastorate. 
Thirdly, he blest God for good deacons. 
Fourthly, for praying men in the Church. 
Fifthly, for the love and peace which con
tinued to exist av,ongst them. Sixthly, for 
the liberality of the friends in helping to 
clear off the great pecuniary burden which 
they have to bear. Seventbly, for the 
spacious and commodious building in which 
they worshipped. Eighthly, for the mainten
ance of the Truth. Ninthly, that the 
Church had not suffered loss through death. 
Tenthly, and last! y, the pastor bi est God . for 
a good number of lovieg and bard-workmg 
sisters by whom he was surrounded. 

May God continue to prosper this section 
of the One Great Church with bigb and 
holy blessings ! is the prayer of 

W A.LTHA.MBN8I8. 
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NORBITON. - Brother Banks, please 
announce our sincere thanks to friends who 
contributed towards our new chapel which 
we opened on June 5th. We had a good day 
in spiritual things. We received about £10 
at opening services. We did not clear our 
chapel of debt, so friends have the oppor
tunity of giving the smallest donations, 
which we shall be !!"lad to receive for the 
building fund. We have now a good chapel 
in which to worship our God, with a popu
lation of from thirty to forty thousand in
habitant.• within a short walk of it. Our 
chapel will cost about £400; will seat near 
200 persons. We have a debt of near £300 
to pay 5 per cent. for, unless we have some 
kind friends come to our help. We bore it 
may long stand for the increase o the 
Redeemer's kingdom on earth. May many 
sinner• be brought from darkness to light; 
the children of God comforted and established 
in the truth. The Word of God is faithfully 
preached amongst us by brother Hunt, our 
pastor; it has been for the good of precious 
souls, and for the honour of God. The Lord 
be with you in Gospel bonds! 

J. STEVENS, ?_ D 
J. CROUCHER, 5 eacons. 

Our new chapel is called " Zion Baptist 
Chapel," in London-street, N orbiton, Surrey. 

On June 25th, we attended the ordinance 
of believers' b3ptism. This was the first 
time in our new chapel. 

RICHMOND.-Brother W. J. Gooding 
has lost some friends by removals; but a 
blessing has attended his ministry; some 
have been led to confess their faith in the 
Lord Jesus, aud brother Gooding has bap
tised them. May it be as the dawn of a much 
brighter day. Next to our own soul's sal
vation, nothing is more delightful to us than 
to know the Lord is experimentally and 
powerfully calling and saving sinners. 

CHATHAM.-After many years' absence 
we had the pleasure of spending one Lord's
day with the Church and friends in Enon 
chapel, High-street, Chatham. Good con
grega\ion; the kind greetings of many of 
the steady and faithful disciples of our Lord; 
with some liberty in preaching- and prayer, 
rendered it a season of refreshing to us. The 
lease of Euon will terminate in a few years. 
They must, if the Lord permit, build a new 
Enon. A committee has been formed; a 
fund is commenced; and we trust helpers 
from all quarters will feel it an honour to 
aid one of the most deserving causes in all 
that part of the country. The Enon Baptist 
Church in Chatham greatly needs a work
ing, a consecrated, and truthful pastor. 

LONDON ROAD.-Mr. Thos. Stringer, 
minister of Earl-street Baptist church, 
immersed five believers the last Thursday 
evening in July, in his new baptistery; six 
were added to the Church the first Sunday 
evening in August. We thank the Lord 
for still leading some to see the truth and 
order of the New Testament dispensation. 

~ofts of t!Jt ~ontg. 

AWFUL! IF TRUE.-" Omega" (who 
he ia we do not say) writes stron!!" lines. 
Here is one in The Christian Standard: 
" That is a remarkable saying which was 
quoted in your journal of last week-' God 
bas done with the Church of England'; but 
you may depend upon its being true. Day 
by day witnesses that she is drawing nearer 
to the abyss of deadly error, and can scarcely 
any longer lay claim to be a section of the 
Christian Church." We fear to write the 
thought we long have bad forced upon us 
-that God has not only done with " the 
Church of England," but with many other 
so-called Churches as well. "Down with 
the preaching, and up with the music!" is 
increasingly the cry of the day. The vicar 
of Broughton, John Hawksworth by name, 
comes out bolder still. What John Hawks
worth writes of bis Church's J esuitism may 
be written as truly of nearly every section 
of the professing Church. John says: "It 
would be difficult to trace out all the gra
dations of deceptions among the sacerdotal 
tribe of the present age. Under various 
designations many plausible guides of the 
ignorant have descended from the position 
of scrupulosity and gentlemanly feeling, 
casting to the winds a reputation for truth 
and honesty. Most unaccountably we now 
find men ot education submitting to the de
gradation of falsehood, ot prevarication, by 
swearing upon one day to keep doctrines 
which they afterwards deny. We all know 
that pure evangelical religion is not at all 
considered sacred by the worldly. But yet, 
even the most pr@fligate of men, are some
times controlled by the general disgust 
against lying lips, and keep their word. 
Not so with the system called J esuitism. 
This system, in religious matters, supersedes 
every honourable feeling, and allows a 
sacerdotal neophyte to 'smile and smile,' and 
be.a devil, under a mask of piety and zeal." 
Ah ! how many masked devils fill up pulpits 
now? Let us pause over J obn Hawksworth's 
winding-up. He closes bis letter thus: 
'' The uncertain sound of religious instruc
tion that proceeds from the pulpits has 
driven thousands into scepticism or infidelity. 
Doubtless this is a fulfilment of prophecy
not that it is the effect of the Word, but 
the result of its antagonist-a false and ly
ing spirit, that denies the tru tb as it is in 
Jesus, and seeks to destroy the unwary or 
unstable-a spirit which is now roaming 
through the world with peculiar vigour. 
Christians are warned to watch and pray, 
and to resist-steadfast in the faith-putting 
on the whole armour of God, that they may 
be able to withstand in the evil day. And 
let us not forget, in obeying the Saviour's 
loving command to 'feed His lambs,' that 
the ' sincere mi,k of the Word of God ' is 
the only spiritual food which can nourish 
them. It must be pure and unmixed with 
any earthly element, U they are to grow in 
grace and knowledge. And let us remem
ber, as a secondary motive fur purity of doc-
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trine, that there is a demoralMng effect in 
all false religion; and all religions are false 
but that one faithful saying, that 'Jesus 
Christ and Him cruci6ed' is the only hope 
of glory for lost sinners." 

".STRICT BAPTIST" ENQUIRY.-To 
the Editor of THE EARTHEN VESSEL.
London, August 9, 1876.-My dear hard
working Brother,-lf I had been at your 
chapel on the first Lord's-day in the month, 
and had said to you ( after having heard an 
invitation from the pulpit to any members 
of Churches, of the like order and faith as 
your own, who might he sojourning in Lon
don, to sit down at the Lord's Table), My 
brother, I am a Strict Baptist, have been 
haptized, and was a member of a Church in 
the county of Devon as Jong as we could 
keep together, and even after our minister 
had left us-would vou have refused me the 
privilege simply because, at present, I have 
not united myself to another Strict Baptist 
Church-i.e., I am not, at this moment, a 
member of any Church ? Having met 
with this refusal last Sunday evening, I am 
desirous of knowing if this is really the rule 
observed in the London Strict Baptist 
Churches. A line in the September VKSSEL 
from you on this subject will, with the 
authority of your name, he accepted by me 
as conclusive. I am, dear brother Banks, 
ENQUIRER. P.S.-The rules adopted in 
our little Church were those to which the 
late mighty .John Stevens set his hand and 
seal. [C. W. Banks would never dare to 
refuse a brother under such circumstances. 
Nothing Christ or His apostles ever said 
would warrant such refusal. J 

DEATHS.-July 14, Mr. Bird, the late 
pastor of Rishangles Baptist Church, passed 
away from all his work and suffering here. 
As a deacon with the Church at Beccles, 
afterward as minister and pastor, Mr. Bird 
was l,eloved by many.-Joseph Lea, the 
pastor of Long Crendon, suddenly expired 
on Monday, July 31, while conducting 
family prayer. Mr. Lea had preached as 
usual on Sunday ; his death was quite un
expected. What a scene was witnessed in 
his home circle that morning ! 

w AN DERING.-! did not settle at P--
1 have been in and round London this last 
three months. I am among the hungry 
ones; I have tried to find out ministers 
where my soul could be fed. At the Surrey 
Tabernacle heard some ministers; but sighed 
out, Where shall we find another James 
Wells? I go to Mr. Hall's, Clapham; en
joys what he said. A secret something says, 
'' Who is Mr. Cornwell? Go, and hear 
him." Had some trouble to find it; hut 
hears the man well: text-" God will help 
her, and that right early." I thought of 
old times; time was gone too soon. f wish 
more of our ministers would imitate Mr. 
Wells, by drawing the line of distinction, 
and putting tbe solemn question," Where 
art thou?" It makes a sinner tremble. I 
have always believed Mr. Wells's success in 
the ministry, accompanied by the Spirit of 
God, was through his faithfulness m this 
part. I believe through a want of this in-

· sisting upon some internal evidence of vital 
godliness, being brought to mourn over self 
and s!n, nnd hunger alter Ghrist, putting the 
question, " Where art thou, my fellow-sin
ner? "-I believe a want of this honest 
heart-searching question is the cause oi 
non-success in mauy of our Churches. You 
hear experimental and doctrinal sermons hut 
nothing said personally to arouse the dare
less. That bold champion, Mr. Wells has 
cut me all to pieces many a time, and put 
me together again. A real seeker will 
never be offended by the minister cutting 
him, if it will only make him seek more 
in earnest. May the Lord make Mr. Corn
well an iron pillar and brazen wall in 
London against error ! There do not appear 
to be many. God grant there may he more 
raised up like him. 

BROTHERLY LOVE. - We always es
teemed Edgar Hewlett. The following 
shews how little practical love is found. 
Friend Hewlett says :-Dear Brother Banks 
Many thanks for your kind and sym~ 
pathizing letter, as it is the only one I 
have received from a ministerial brother 
since leaving Wilderness-row, in March 
1876. I value it much ; it proves that th; 
old rhyme does not quite apply to me:
" And where he', gone,-.And how he fares, 
-Nobody knqws, - And nobody cares." 
In reply to your kind inquiries, you will be 
glad to hear that the consolations of the 
Gospel have greatly sustained me. I can 
say, like one of the good old martyrs when 
going to the stake, " I am happy as one 
hound for heaven." I have received an 
unanimous invitation from the Baptist 
Church at Cranford, Middlesex, to become 
their pastor. I have accepted the call in 
humble dependence on the God of all grace, 
and I am persuaded He will not forget the 
work of faith and Jabour of love. Wishing 
you every covenant blessing, I remain, very 
sincerely yours, EDGAR HEWLETT. 

YEOVIL.-During Mr. Varder's absence, 
we have had that original Puritan, Mr. 
Clancy, and that dear man of God, Mr. Lee1 
of Torquay. His preaching is solemn ana 
sound ; it really does one good to l'lave a 
change; the same grand old story, but, 
being delivered by different men, makes it 
come fresh and new. The Saviour's wit
nesses are still walking up and down the 
land, feeding the sheep, and nursing the 
Jambs. Is Ezek. xxxvii. 1-14, true any
where now? We cannot find out. Who 
will tell us of any being carried down into 
the midst of the valley full of bones? 

WINDSOR.-Ouranniversary was holden 
Monday, .August l4th, in Temperance-hall. 
R. C. Bardens preached to us the Truth in 
Jove. Many of his friends came with him; 
and we all bore the day is not far distant 
when we shal build our new chapel; but 
you know how the money is withho!den. 
Will not the eldera in our Churches see t.o 
this mattor?-A VISITOR. 

August 1, 1876, at 18, Darwin-street, Old Kent
roo,d, wife of J. E. Hoskins, of a son. 
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TO THE UNCONVERTED. 

BY DANIEL ALLEN, PASTOR OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH, CASTLEREAGH-STREET, 

SYDNEY, 

My DEAR LITTLE BROTHER JOHN,-Love, mercy, and peace 
to you from the Lord ! I have received yours with feelings of 

pleasure, and hope you will soon be well, and that the dear Lord will 
prosper you much in the Gospel, and bless the Church, and bless the 
people, by your testimony of it. 

I will write you a few lines upon the subject of our commission to 
men, which has puzzled the reasoning faculties of the unexercised, and 
very much perplexed the hearts of the truly sincere servants of God, 
by the surrounding errors of the present day. 

L We have a call to the natural man, who is under the first covenant 
-the Law. 

1. Is he a haughty tyrant, living in pride, oppression, idolatry, and 
whoredom? We have to call upon him to repent of this-to" break off his 
sins by righteousness, and his iniquities by showing mercy to the poor"( Dan. 
iv. 27). If he regard our cry by his natural repentance under the 
Law, we cannot assure him that he is pardoned in Christ, only that " it 
may be a lengthening of his tranquility," as Daniel said to the king of 
Babylon, and Elijah to Ahab (1 King xxi.), and, also, Jonah to Nineveh 
(Jonah iii.). This repentance Moses urged upon Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, which he did not exercise, and was destroyed. This Law
repentance-was again and again urged upon the nation of Israel; and 
many times did they exercise it, and were restored from impending 
doom, until at last they .became worse than Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
perished by Titus (Matt, x, 20, 23, 34). 

2, Are men given over to filthy idols, before which they prostrate 
themselves? We are to call upon them to repent of this wickedness, and 
leave these gods, and acknowledge the one only living and true God
our Maker and Preserver-as the apostle did the vile idolators in Lystra, 
and Derbe, and Athens (Acts xiv. and xvii,). But when these shall 
have turned from these vile idols to God, the Maker and Preserver of 
men, they have but the promise of the blessings of this life, not the 
life to come. , 

3. If a professor of the religion of Christ, yet in the gall of bitter
ness, presumes to attempt to barter for the power of the :1:Iolr Ghost, we 
are to urge him to repent of such wickedness, as Peter did Simon (Acts 
viii. 22). For this kind of repentance God gave Jezebel space; but she 
repented not of her fornication (Rev. ii. 20). God gives the call and 
the space for this natural repentance, but not the grace, because the 
parties are not under grace, but under the Law; and what the Law 
saith, it saith to them who are under the Law, that all the world may 
become guilty before God. . 

Now, therefore, they do greatly err who confound this natural anrl. 
VoL. XXXII.-OCTPm.1:. 1:-;;::,J 
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national repentan~e with that which is gracious, spiritual, and unto life 
eternal. They do gTeatly dishonour God in His claims upon men in 
His moral government; which claims He makes in the covenant of 'the 
La"-. and not in the covenant of grace. 

They, too, do very greatly err who deny this our right to call upon 
ungodly men to turn from, or repent of, their villany, and do that which 
is lawful and right, that it may be well in this world, though they 
should go to hell at last, not being new creatures in Christ Jesus nor 
wa~hed in His blood. To be morally good, and to be blessea'with 
temporal good as the result of moral rectitude, is not to be saved. 

Does not Nature itself teach the very principle of this call of God 
upon all men, to repent of the sins I have named? I am sure it does, 
as follows :-

If a man is a liar, do we not urge him to speak the truth ? If a 
man is a thief, do we not urge him to honesty ? If a man is a 
drunkard, do we not urge him to sobriety? If a man is a harlot
master, do we not urge him to chastity ? If a man is a tyrant, do we 
not urge him to kindness? If a man is proud, do we not urge him 
to humility ? Does it nut appear a most terrible manifestation of an 
ignorance of God's Word to see this principle of God's moral govern
ment re,ealed in the Law thus welling up in human nature, in every
day life, where there is any vestige of morality left, and yet to deny 
God's right Lo call upon "All men everywhere to repent" of these very 
evils, in the external cry of His Law, by His ministers? What 1 shall 
man call upon man to repent of evil deeds, and not the Almighty Judge 
of man be allowed to do so? Such a thought is insufferable. No, my 
dear little brother, leave such insufferable nonsense behind you, and go 
on, distinguishing between the call of God to men, as men, in His 
moral law, and His gracious call to the broken-hearted, as proclaimed in 
the Gospel. . 

And, as you reiterate the law-call of God to man, urge the tyrant 
to repent of his tyranny ; the liar, to repent of his lying ; the murderer, 
of his murder ; the drunkard, to repent of his drunkenness ; the thief, 
to repent of his theft ; the swindler, to repent of his swindling ; the 
idolater, to repent of his idolatry ; and the whoremonger, to repent of 
his wboredom. Urge all inen everywhere l,o repent of these vile things, 
as God has done by His prophets, His Son, His apostles, and servants in 
every age. Tell them that upon this, their repentance, they will be 
blessed with the continuance of the blessings of this life, and, if they die 
without an interest in Christ, they will be less tormented in hell for 
their moral lives on earth; for every man shall be judged according to 
the deeds done in his body (2 Cor. v. 10) ; and it shall be more tolerable 
for some in the day of jndgment than for others (Matt. x. 15). There
fore, you have a cry of repentance to all immoral men who shall come 
under your ministry. Of course, if a man is not an immoral man, he 
will not come under this cry. 

If a man has no power to regard this cry of God in His moral law, 
this does not nullify God's right to command and demand man's 
obedience. Man lost bis power to obey in the Fall ; but when did God 
lose His right to demand of man obedience to His laws ? It is abso
lutely monstrous to suppose this. No, no! if man has lost his power, 
by the sin of the Fall, to obey the law, God has not lost His right to 
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command and judge mankind; if He has, how will He judge the world 
at the last day ? 

If a man had a right to say to God now, " 0 God, you have no 
right to command me to repent of my lying, theft, murder, idolatry, and 
whoredom, for you know I have no power to obey Thee," might he not 
have a right to say at the judgment day," 0 God, the Judge, you have 
no right to judge, condemn, and send me to hell, for I had no power to 
repent of my sins, and do what was right " ? To suppose that a man, 
upon the ground of his inability, has a right to reply to his Maker and 
Judge like this, is a very blasphemous supposition indeed. 

Just as well might the murderer, the thief, the swindler, and the 
drunkard, say to Her Majesty's judges and magistrates, "You have no 
right to take me in charge, or judge me, condemn me, imprison me, 
or hang me, for I have no power to refrain from what I have done." 
What would the Queen say to this horrible speech ? 

All that Adam was capable of doing in obedience to God's moral 
law, that God has still a right now to demand (but not beyond that), and 
does demand, and will punish every omission. This must be the 
length and breadth of your requirements of the natural man. Spiritual 
things you must not ask at His hands, for they were not in the nature 
of Adam before he fell. All that he does in violation of the moral law, 
you must call upon Him, in God's right to command, to repent of, upon 
pain of eternal damnation, not upon the promise of eternal life. This, 
then, is the nature and extent of your mission to natural men, which, I 
beseech you to attend unto, in all godly fidelity, as did Moses and the 
prophets to the Nation of Israel ; Daniel to the kings of Babylon, &c., 
John to Herod, and Paul to the kings, whom he addressed. 

But now, my dear little brother, ever avoid the evil on the other 
side of the omission of this part of our ministry-namely, firstly, repre
senting God as appeased in His wrath and well-pleased in His love, with 
this natural, national, repentance, so as to grant salvation from sin, 
death, and hell, in virtue of it. This error is a dishonour to God, a 
subversion of His moral government, and a dangerous delusion to man, 
leading him to hope for salvation where God has never placed it. The 
blessings of this life and the lesser damnation is all the Lord promises 
to this kind of repentance. Secondly, representing God as requiring 
spiritual acts where He never gave a spiritual existence. Of all the 
monstrosities of Romanism, Arminianism, and Fullerism, this is the most 
horrible in its implied imputation of injustice to God, and violent 
injury to man. 

This ministerial criminality consists in representing the Lord as 
requiring spiritital repentance, faith, hope, and love, where He never gcwe 
a spiritual existence; and then that He damns these poor souls a hundred
fold for hearing His gospel without doing what A.dam never had an 
existence, life, or need to do-that is, believing savingly in the person, 
blood, and righteousness of the Lord Jesus. Moral, natural, or human 
obedience God has a right to demand of man, because in Adam he gave 
him a being capable of it. But for him to demand spiritual acts 
where He never gave spiritual life, neither before nor after the Fall, is 
a most monstrous charge of injustice upon our just and holy God. 
This is the villainy of the one-talent man, charging the Lord with 
reaping where he did not sow, and gathering where he had not given. 
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These defamers of God now much abound, urging the natural man 
to spiritual repentance, faith, hope and l,ove, and threatening him with 
tenfold greater damnation if he does not exercise them before he is born 
again. As well might Adam have tilled the garden before God breathed 
into his nostrils. Now, my brother, see to it that, you do not deal in this 
God-insulting error, in your addresses to your people. I am sure this 
is one of the causes of the death and darkness of the present day. 

In my next, I will endeavour to trace out the other, or spiritual 
repentance, and the spiritual blessings which God has promised to those 
who possess it (D.V. ). 

The Lord bless you, and keep you, and grant you the knowledge of 
His holy will ! In much affection, I remain yours in the Lord, 

DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

ELECTION AND ADOPTION. 
AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY MR. J. S. ANDERSON, OF NEW CROSS, 

AT HOMERTON-ROW BAPTIST CHAPEL, ON THURSDAY EVENING, 
AUGUST 22, 1876 (ON THE OCCASION OF THE CHAPEL ANNIVER· 
SARY. 

THESE subjects are very solemn and important, and, I may add, very 
unpopular. In a great number of places of Christian worship 

they are hardly ever named. As a consequence, large numbers of pro
fessing Christians know next to nothing about them. To speak to 
people in many places about Election, is to terrify them dreadfully; and 
to speak to them about Adoption, is like talking to them in a foreign 
language. And yet how prominently do these subjects appear on the 
page of Divine revelation. 

I remember, when I was a village missionary, I used to come into 
very frequent conversation with the vicar of the parish, a good old man 
as a man, and I could not help believing that he possessed, after all, 
the root of the matter in his heart, though he was sadly deficient in the 
head; and he used to get talking to me about preaching Election. He 
understood from his people who came to the place where I preached, 
that I preached Election, and he wished I would not do so, for he could 
not find it anywhere in the Bible. I said, "Well, sir, you don't see 
with my eyes. I find it on almost every page of the Bible." So you 
see how mightily people differ in their reading of the sacred Scriptures. I 
did not say (perhaps it would have been rude and uncharitable, neverthe
less it would have been true, if I had said)," Sir, you do not want to ~nd 
it." My father used to say, when he sent anyone to fetch somethmg 
and it was not found, "There are none so blind as those who will not 
see." So, there are many people who not only do not see Election_ on 
the page of Scripture, but who really do not want to see it. There 1s a 
vast amount of enmity naturally in the human heart against it, and 
that enmity is the fruit of men's natural pride and self-sufficien?Y, f~r 
the act of election is the exercise of a sovereign right which 1s 
humiliating to proud and self-righteous men. 

I have been much pleased with Mr. Inward's remark about the 
Trinity. There is no salvation if the doctrine is not true ; and I 
suppose man would never, in an earthly state, have known anything 
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about the Trinity, had he not become a fallen creature, and a Divine 
revelation been rendered necessary for his salvation. The Trinity is a 
grand mystery. I once heard the story of a certain clergyman who had 
an idiot hearer (John), who was a regular attendant at church. The 
good minister announced, as there had been ~ome publication from the 
press denying the doctrine of the Trinity, that, for the edification and 
instruction of his congregation, he would preach a course of sermons 
explanatory of it. This said clergyman had a church in a town by the 
side of the sea, and he used to take his walks on the beach. On one 
occasion he saw this idiot hearer by the edge of the sea, throwing the 
water out with an oyster-shell upon the beach. The pastor came up 
and asked, " What are you doing ? " "Emptying the sea." "Why 
you'll never do that!" "Oh," said the boy, "I shall have done my 
work before you." The clergyman asked, "What do you mean ? " 
And the idiot replied, " Did you not tell us on Sunday that you would 
explain the Trinity ?" "Yes." "Then I shall have done my work 
before you. The course of sermons explanatory of the Trinity were 
never preached, and the idiot hearer, as he was supposed to be, was the 
means of directing that clergyman's mind to a great fact-namely, its 
inexplicability. 

I cannot explain to you how it is that I can raise this hand. All the 
philosophers in the world cannot explain it. They cannot show how it 
is there is a connect.ion between my muscular system and my brain, 
my mind, my will ; how in obedience to my will I raise my hand or 
lower it. Can you tell me how it is ? It is life ; it is vitality. It 
arises from unity of nerve, of muscle, of brain or thought. But what 
is that? Why, it is life. But what is life ? Why, it is life; and there 
both the ploughman and the philosopher meet on common ground. What 
is the Trinity ? The God of salvation, the God of glory ! We believe 
the glorious truth, because God has revealed it; but we do not try to 
explain it. 

The Persons in the Trinity, each in covenant council and agreement, 
have arranged the plan of salvation, and (what shall I say?) divided 
the work between them. There is no inferiority. I don't believe in 
the first, second, and third Persons, and I don't believe that, if we view 
the Divine personalities in their abstract Divinity, there is any priority 
of existence or inferiority of nature. They are eternally, co-equally 
the same. But_ two perfectly equal persons may agree, one to do one 
thing, and the other to do another ; and so the co-equal Persons in the 
Trinity have in infinite grace agreed to take parts of the work ; and I 
feel, while a lost sinner in myself, there is a certain dignity conferred 
upon me that will appeai: in glory from the fact that it takes a Triune 
God to save my soul, fit me for, and bring me to glory. 

I have sometimes said that the salvation of the sinner, or of the 
Church-whichever way you like to put it, for it is an individual thing, 
and individuals constitute the Church-may be traced by beginning at 
this' end, or it may be traced by beginning at the other end. Salvation 
connects us with eternity. Well, now, I may trace the ,vindings of t_he 
stream from time up to eternity, or I may trace them down from etermty 
to time. Or, to use another illustration-that of J acob's ladder, a 
glorious figure of this connection between heaven and earth, and between 
God and His creatures-His eternally-loved creatures. I take it to 
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have been intended as an illustration of the great fact that somehow or 
other, notwithstanding the distance sin threw me from God, there is a 
link of union between God and myself. Here is a ladder with a foot on 
the earth. It came down where Jacob was. It was not suspended half
way. The foot of it was where he was ; the top of it was in heaven. 
Sometimes I say, We begin at the foot of the ladder, and trace the 
streams of mercy to the top ; and, after a while, as God the Spirit 
teaches us and leads us into the mystery, we can by faith fly to the top 
and trace the winding streams of mercy to the foot. 

Now, you have sent me to the top of the ladder. I have to begin 
there. Election is the first round of that ladder. It is the first step that 
God took in coming down to me. It was God's sovereign right, His 
sovereign prerogative ; and the act in itself was righteous, just, holy, and 
good. I make this remark, because it is often charged upon God as unright
eous. Has not every man a right to choose his own wife, bis own instru
ments, his own personal friends ; and by that act is any injustice done 
to another ? A gentleman wants a servant in some capacity. He 
makes the fact known, or he does not make it known-but, wanting an 
indiridual for some capacity or other, he sees a thousand whom other 
people think would do, and he makes bis choice of one of these. Does 
he do the other 999 any harm? Not in the least. So, God's act in 
electing His people did no injury to any creature under the heavens. It 
simply left the rest where they were. It did not alter their case at all. 
And the act of election, in itself considered, did not alter my state, or 
yours, or that of anyone else. 

I went into a wood in the north of England once, and saw a number 
of trees with marks upon them. I could not imagine what the men had 
been doing. They had some little instruments on purpose, and had 
made curious marks upon the trees. It .was a wood through which a 
path went. Now, the marks neither made the trees better nor worse, 
neither greater nor smaller. They did not alter them at all. By-and
bye a great number of men, women, and children came, and they set to 
work and cut them down, peal the bark off, &c. Thus God has set His 
mark in sovereign election, as it were, upon the objects of His choice. 

Let me say, then, in the first place, Election was in Christ and for 
His sake. "According as He bath chosen us Him." 

" Christ be my first elect, He said; 
Then chose our souls in Christ our Head." 

Election is therefore eternal ; before the foundation of the world ; before 
we have done either good or evil, or were capable of doing either good 
or evil. And Election is personal. God did not merely choose the 
Church, a gTeat number that no man can number, but He chose them 
as individuals, recorded their names in the Lamb's book of life, presented 
them in their numerical perfection to Him, to be His mystic Bride, His 
redeemed flock, His jewels, and the subjects of His kingdon, but 
especially to be the reward of His sufferings and His sorrows. And 
Election is not only personal and eternal, but unconditional It was not 
from any good He saw in us, or that should be done by us ; for all the 
good we have done has been through His grace, and was not ours. He 
did not pass by others because they were worse, for worse they could not 
be. We were all by nature the children of wrath, even as others. So 
it is unconditional. And Election, let me add, is irrevocable. The 



AND CHRISTIAN RECORD. 299 

Lord :never put aside any whom He chose in eternity for another 
person. Thus Election is the first round in the ladder by which .Jehovah 
in mercy came down to poor sinners. 

Adoption. Election and Adoption may be distinguished, not separated. 
The Persons in the Trinity are to be distinguished, but not divided. The 
natures of Christ, the mystery of godliness, are distinct, but Christ 
is not divided. He is perfect man, possessing all the essentials and 
sensibilities of humanity; and He is perfect God, possessing all the 
essentials of Divinity; but the perfect Man and the perfect God constitute 
one perfect person ; and His acts are the acts of His person ; His blood 
is the blood of His person; His merit is the merit of His person. So 
you see it is important for us to distinguish things that differ, but not 
to divide them. Election and Adoption are to be distinguished, and are 
properly so on the bills convening this meeting ; but they cannot be 
divided. "He bath predestinated us to the adoption of children by 
Jesus Christ to Himself," and it is "According as He hath chosen us 
in Him before the foundation of the world." 

Well now, yon see, Election pitches upon the persons who shall be 
saved. There is no salvation without it. Yon are not saved for 
believing in Election ; mind that! I have sometimes thought people 
think they will be saved/or that. Yon will not; but you will be saved 
because it is true that He bath chosen us unto salvation. Election 
pitches, I say, upon the persons. I remember when I quarrelled with 
God for not having elected everybody ; but I have since been astonished 
that He ever elected me ; and I dare not, I cannot quarrel with Him 
now for the exercise of His sovereign right. Lying at His feet, and 
humbled in the dust, I wonder and adore Him that ever He set His love 
upon me ; and therefore I trus~ that the enemy has been subdued which 
rebelled against His sovereign right in this particular. Election pitched 
up01,1 the persons who should be saved. Adoption brought them into 
grace-relationship. He might-have chosen them to be something else ; 
but He chose them to be sons ; and all the distinctive blessings of the 
Gospel spring out of relationship. I would say, Study the grace
relationships which God has established between Himself and His people 
in Christ Jesus ; for grace-relationship constitutes the very foundation of 
all real spiritual comfort when feeling and enjoyment are gone, and 
Satan and the world assail. This is the imperishable rock upon which 
faith plants her foot and takes a firm stand. 

We might say just the same of Adoption as of Election. It was eternal, 
personal, unconditional, and irrevocable. " He adopted us in Christ 
Jesus," and, being adopted, we become members of His family, of His 
body, of His flock, of His flesh and bones, and interested in the glorious 
work of the blessed Saviour. 

I leave these few remarks with the question, What do we know of 
Election and Adoption? If it should come to a matter of inquiry, do 
not let us go where I have had to go to-night, to the top of the ladder ; 
but let us begin at the bottom. Do we know anything about the con
viction of sin, or soul-trouble on account of it, or repentance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ? Do we know anything about 
the power of the Holy Ghost in convincing us of guilt, in opening our 
eyes to see our deformity, and in unveiling to us Christ as our only 
Saviour, bringing us to His feet, laying us in the dust? Have we come 
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to Him and said from the heart, "God be merciful to me a sinner " ? 
These are the steps we should begin to ascend upon. If you have thus 
repented, I tell you, to an absolute certainty, God elected you, God 
adopted you, Christ redeemed, the Holy Ghost regenerated you, and the 
Holy Trinity will glorify you. Amen. 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
To THE EDITOR OF THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

SIR.,-It is marvellous that some of our young men in the ministry 
who are possessed of ordinary gifts for public speaking, and adorned 

with a fair modicum of learning, which may be improved by dint of 
study at home-should deem it necessary, after so long lab<mring in the 
cause of truth-to enter as students the Pastor's College in connection 
with the Metropolitan Tabernacle. One can understand young men 
who ha,e made no standing in our Churches going there for a term of 
years, and then associating themselves with the Strict and Particular 
Baptist body, as has been the policy of many. 

If a collegiate education be regarded as the all-essential remedy to 
gi,e weight and importance to the preacher, which cannot altogether be 
denied, and to form the basis of his future prosperity-let him seek that 
course of training which will not admit of his undergoing any radical 
change of religious sentiments. In order to effect this point, he will do 
well to consider the Baptist Theological Institution, Brighton-grove, near 
Manchester, the teaching of which Institution appears to be more in 
accordance with the tenets of the Strict Baptist body than any other 
college in the country. 

The President, in bis Report of this Institution for 1875-6, says : 
" This Session has been marked by the special tokens of the Divine 
favour. The health of the inmates of the college bas continued good. 
. . . Sound views of Divine truth. in opposition to the new theology 
of the day, combined with a devout spirit have, without exception, 
marked the course of our young brethren. They have yielded them
selves earnestly to the demands made upon their industry and their 
time ; and their acceptableness as preachers has been proved by the 
constant demands of the Churches for their services ; and through this 
county and the neighbouring counties, they have not ceased to teach 
and preach Jesus Christ. The Preaiden.t can also report their fidelity_ to 
the principles they have avowed, and the determination with which 
they have maintained them." 

Mr. Henry Dowson is president and tutor, and Mr. J. Harvey, 
Baptist Minister,. Bury, Lancashire, is one of the secretaries to the 
College. This gentleman is the author of one of the best-written letters 
in existence " On the Terms of Admission into the Visible Church of 
Christ," a copy of which I enclose, believing that if you give it y~ur 
close attention, you wiJI feel a pleasure in recommending it to the notice 
of the numerou~ readers of THE EARTHEN VESSEL. 

I am, my dear Mr. Banks, very sincerely yours in Gospel bonds, 
W. WINTERS, 

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey. 
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THE LORD LOVETH THE GATES OF ZION. 
OUTLINE OF SERMON AT OPENING OF NEWBOLD CH.APEL, ROCHDALE, 

BY A. E. GREENING. 

SUNDAY MORNING JULY 23, 1876. 

"The Lord loveth the gateB of Zion more than all the dwellings of .Jacob.'' 
-PBalm lxxxvii. 2. 

THIS Psalm sets forth the glorie_s of the Church of Christ on earth, 
signified by allusions to Mount Zion, which was typical of the 

. spiritual Church (Heb. xii. 22). The "gates'' comprise the whole city. 
The city was bounded by the walls, and the gates are put for the whole 
circuit of the walls. Let us consider, 

I. .A. Joyous FACT. "The Lord loveth the gates of Zion." This 
is a fact that encourages Zion's children. Not Zion's palaces alone, but 
Zion's gates ; not in triumph and perfection alone, but in her pilgrimage 
-in secluded glades, in the lion's den, in the dungeon where persecution 
cast her, at the fiery stake-the Lord loveth Zion. 

Fact proved by the Word of God. The sweet singer tells of God's 
love to Zion : " God will save Zion." Evangelical Isaiah, in a wonder
fully appropriate metaphor, declares the Lord's care over Zion : "Behold 
I have graven the~on the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually 
before me." And again, "Men shall call thee the city of the Lord, the 
Zion of the Holy One of Israel." Here the Lord of His goodness pre
pared "a feast of fat things, of wines on the lees well refined." "Yea, 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion, with songs 
and everlasting joy upon their heads,'' &c. 

Fact proved by the hi"story of nations. .All through former ages, 
the Lord bath loved His Church, and guided her on her path. Special 
providences have marked that path. Persecutions have been made 
instrumental in spreading the Gospel wider and further. Nero, 
Diocletian, Julian, and others, thought of destroying Zion ; but the 
Lord loved her, and overruled their mad opposition for her furtherance 
and increase. He has found leaders and teachers when there seemed to 
be none. At His call, after the Apostles, came Augustine and 
Chrysostom; and later yet, Huss, in Bohemia ; Farrel and Calvin, in 
France; and Zwingle, in Switzerland; and Wycliffe in our own favoured 
isle ; with Luther building her walls in Germany. And so lately that 
the echo of their voices yet ring-amidst the silence of death resounded 
the preaching of Whitefield, the bold discourses of Romaine and Beveridge, 
Venn, and many others. 

The fact is proved by the existence of Zion at this hoitr. To who:u 
does Zion owe her present existence on earth ? To kings and princes ? 
No; for these, in many instances, by cruel laws and presumptuous claims 
of superiority, have sought to hasten her destruction. To her professors ? 
No; for the love of many in every age has waxed cold, and the greatest 
errors and deadliest heresies have sprung from those who claimed to be 
her sons. Nor to Satan, for he has never ceased to tempt the beloved 
of Christ, and to entrap her. The great Red Dragon has ever persecuted 
the woman with the man child, and the serpent yet vomits forth his 
floods of wrath to overwhelm Zion. Diabolus has not yet raised the 
siege. Neither has the world aided the Church, for the world is near 

w 
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kin to the devil, and they act in unison. The world's religions and 
grandeur, and state, and fashions, and maxims, are not of Zion's King 
and have never proved buttresses to Zion's walls. " The Lord loveth 
the gates of Zion." He who chose her, and bought her with His own 
blood, and now builds her walls. This is proved by the broken heart of 
Jesus, the scars on His brow, and nail-prints on his hands and feet. 
" Christ loved the Church." 

It is a wonderfullove. " The Lord loveth the gates of Zwn." Not 
the gates of glory. He looked down upon . earth for an object to love, 
and passed by serried ranks of cherubim and helmed seraphim, to take 
His bride from the children of men. 

A sovereign love. "More than the dwellings of Jacob." The Lord 
has the right to chose one object before another, and He evidently does 
so. While the families of Jacob are dear to Him, yet Zion is dearer 
still. 

A comprehensive love. " The gates of Zion.'' An overflowing love, 
reaching to remotest points, and including all within them. Not the 
towers and bulwarks, the palaces and gardens merely, but He loves the 
gates. The youthful convert He loves as well as the aged veteran ; the 
feeble-minded, even as the valiant for truth, &c. 

An active, practical love. " Loveth ; " not a principle now extinct, an 
emotion once existing, but now superseded. The love of God abideth 
upon Zion, and that love is seen in acts of grace arid renewed mercies, 
flowing from the unspeakable fulness of Christ. · 

II. THE REASONS why the Lord loveth the gates of Zion thus. As 
we said before, the gates include the whole compass of Zion. 

Because He chose it ages before. We find in Scripture that the Lord 
chose certain places, as Mount Moriah and Bethlehem (Gen. xx. 2; 
Micah v. 2). And Zion was chosen as a place that should be the spot 
where He would set His name. "The Lord hath chosen Zion ; He 
hath desired it for His habitation : this is my rest for ever ; here will 1 
dwell," &c. Even so He has chosen _His people-His spiritual Zion 
from all eternity in Christ (Eph. i. 4), and therefore will ever love them. 
He will never cease to love the objects of His choice; that were to render 
vain the work of His dear Son. He will dwell in them. 

A spot for ages fragrant with His peopl,e' s faith. A green oasis in a 
barren world. Here Abraham, at a remote period, offered his son Isaac 
-Zion and Moriah being one and the same place (2 Chron. iii. 1). In 
the spiritual Zion alone is the Lord fully, perfectly obeyed and honoured. 
Here the ordinances are attended to, and His commands evoke the 
faithful performance of His children. Here spiritual sacrifices are 
offered up, in which He delights, because ~e has ordained them .. ~:fay 
this new house of prayer be fragrant with your faith and spmtual 
sacrifices. . 

A place built upon the blood of substitution. The Temple was bmlt 
upon the blood-stains of the ram, which, as a substitute for Israel, was 
offered in his place by Abraham. The Church is founded_ upo~ the 
substitutionary work of the Lord Jesus Christ. As in ancient time~, 
heathens built the bodies of malefactors or slaves into the walls of their 
ttmples-to drive away, as they supposed, evil spirits; so a crucified 
Saviour is the strength of Zion's walla. O ! that with1n these walls, the 
atonement may be one of the doctrines ever brought clearly to the front. 
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Because of its beauty. This was not the first cause of love. But as 
th~ Lord J:>e~utifies Zi?n by the graces of_ His Holy Spirit? carrying on 
His sanct1fymg work m the hearts of His people, He delights to view 
the beauties of His new creation. The towers of faith and fountains of 
praise, and flowers of love, and ornaments of meekness and humility, 
are in His sight of great price. And may they abound and increase 
among the brethren here. 

Because Zion was a trophy of David's prowess. You read its history 
(2 Samuel v. 6-10). In Judges i. we see, that although Jerusalem was 
captured by Judah, yet the Jebusites could not be driven out of Zion 
(verses 8 and 21); not until David's day was Zion delivered, and the 
Jebusites driven out. Christ our Captain redeemed Zion by power as 
well as price ; and for this the Lord loves it-because His dear Son 
brought it nigh, and has undertaken to present His Church faultless and 
free from every evil thing. 

Because deliverance proceeds forth from Zion (Psalm cxxxii.) " Here 
will I make the horn of David to bud." The living waters to heal the 
nations only flow from beneath the throne in Zion. Not by any other 
agency will the Lord bless the world, but His Church. As Christ went 
out of the temple to suffer death, so He reigns in His spiritual Zion to 
give life. May the Lord increase our love to Zion. 

THE BOOK OF BOOKS! THE BOOK OF GOD ! 
OR, " THE BIBLE,'' WHAT 18 IT ? 

By THOMAS STRINGER, MINISTER OF EARL·STREET CHAPEL, LmrnoX-ROAD, 
SOUTHWARK. 

IT is THE Book, i.e., as though there was no other book (in the 
strictest and most prominent sense of the word) that is worthy the 

name Book. It is the Book of books, the Book of God ; the divinely 
inspired words of " I Am -that J Am." It is the Holy Book, and the 
only holy book. It is the unequalled, unparalleled, imperishable, eternal 
book of blessings and blessedness. Its origin is holy, its contents are 
holy, being the holy mind and will of an infinitely Holy God-Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, revealed. It was writ.ten by holy men of God as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. It points out a holy way into the 
holy enjoyment and immediate presence of a Holy God for ever and 
ever. It is written to an holy people, for their holy use and spiritual 
instruction (even God's elect), and by the teaching and leading of the 
blessed Spirit, through and by it, they are brought into a vital and 
saving acquaintance with its holy truths and its solemn realities. And 
thus they prosper, grow, and thrive-going from strength to strength 
until they appear before God, holy and complete in the holy of holies, at 
His right hand, where there is falness of joy and pleasures for evermore. 
Its matter is weighty as eternity, and solemn as the grave. It is the 
glory of our nation. The Gospel is the glory of the Bible, and Christ 
is the glory of the Gospel. The sovereign line of demarcation between 
the Church and the world ( or the elect and the reprobate) is plainly 
discovered by a spiritual eye and an enlightened mind as ru11:ning com
pletely through it, in solemn decision and awful grandeur, bemg drawn 
by infinite and unerring wisdom, mysteriously exhibited and brought 
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into one focus in the matchless language and important words of Abraham 
to Dives (See Luke xvi). Its various appellations by which the saints 
of God are distinguished from all others under the canopy of heaven 
are beauti_ful, gr~nd, great, ~nd glorious. Their ~tate, standing, dignity 
and destmy shmes therem effulgently ; theu paths, perplexities 
pleasures, and prospects are correctly described and delineated-as als~ 
the character, conduct, doom, and destiny of the ungodly-specially in 
Jude, and 2 Peter ii. 

The imagery of the Bible is matchless. Its historical and spiritual 
subjects, paragraphs, and ramifications are various and most instructive. 
Its doctrines are glorious ; its promises precious, and its precepts 
profitable. The ordinances, laws, rules, and regulations it contains 
both for the household of faith, and for kings, rulers, magistrates' 
parents, children, masters, and servants, are good and excellent beyond 
compare (though awfully departed from). Its examples, encourage
ments, and invitations to the saints, are salutary and sublime. Its 
judgments are heavy ; its mercies are numerous ; its correction is 
solemn ; its reproofs are valuable ; its harmony is sweet ; its connection 
is sacred ; its threatnings and denunciations are majestic and awful ; its 
warnings are many, and its cautions are constant ; its Author is indescri
bably glorious; and His ways and works in creation, nature, providence, 
and grace, as therein described, are great and wonderful; His immutability, 
greatness, goodness, and glory clearly made known. .Also His covenant, 
oath, work, and worthiness ; His grace, His graciousness ; His names, 
His nature, and His holy nation. Moreover, the will of the Father, the 
victory of the Son, the work of the Spirit are contained in the radiant 
pages of the Bible. Also the destruction of Satan, sin, death, and hell 
by the Saviour's atonement ; the certain end of error and erroneous 
men. The glorious triumph of truth, and the lovers thereof; the death 
of the body, the immortality of the soul ; the resurrection of the body, 
its re-union with the soul ; the great day of judgment ; the glorious 
appearing of the Judge ; His awful tribunal.; the final separation ; the 
wicked cast into hell, the righteous welcomed into heaven ; the end of 
time ; the dissolution of the world, and all, all ! absorbed in vast 
incomprehensible ewrnity. 0 ! then, what a book ! what a precious book 
is the Bible ! 

Storms of persecution have been raised against it. Atheists, deists, 
infidels, and sceptics, have fired volleys of slander, scandal, reproach, 
and enmity at it. Papists have burned it, and tens of thousands despise, 
deny, and reject it in toto. Still it remains The Bible-the invincible, 
invulnerable, immutable, eternal Word of the living God. It bows to 
no man, but all must and shall, in time or eternity, bow to that for ever 
and ever. 

O, ye Christians! dispense with all spurious publications in this great 
book-day, and "Search the Scriptures." "To the law and to the 
testimony." Your Bible is a magazine of rich stores, a reservoir of 
heavenly treasures, a body of eternal, imperishable truth. Meditation 
in it, contemplation on it, and prayer over it, will not prove to be 
labour in vain. Its prophecies are numerous, weighty, and wonderful ; 
and their fulfilment is absolutely certain. Many have been fulfilled to 
the very letter, and the rest shall be at the time appointed. Its 
description of heaven is glorious ; its definition of heH is awful. Its 
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account of idols, idolators, impostors, hypocrites, and apostates is sound 
and solemn. Its relation of the glorious Person of Christ in His complex 
beanty, His characters, titles, offices, and names are grand and 
majestic. Yea, this is its marrow and fatness, such as satisfies the 
heaven-born soul, when explained and applied by the Spirit. Blessed 
be God for the Bible. My soul thirsts for a more vital acquaintance 
with, and saving realization of, its sublime, divine, and glorious contents. 
Centuries past, when its copies were scarce, and large sums of money 
were required for a few pages, it was highly esteemed as a wonderful 
book. But, alas I now, because this precious volume can be obtained for 
one shilling, it is much despised as of very little or no importance ; yea, 
almost-if not quite-laid aside, even by crowds of professors, for the 
preference of a novel or play-book. "My soul, come not thou into 
their assembly.'' Look up for grace to enable thee to stick to God's 
testimonies, and abide in this great cornfield, tarrying by the stuff till 
beckoned hence. 

Christian brethren, fellow-ministers, may we never know the value 
ofour Bibles by the loss of them ; but while we have them, may our 
God enable us-especially ministers-to meditate on these things, and · 
give ourselves wholly to them, that our profiting may appear to all. 
The Bible is our statute book, our map of the journey, and our directory 
to eternal glory ; and the end of the world will proclaim-to the horror 
and distraction of the deist and infidel, with all its antagonists-its 
unsullied holiness and Divine authenticity. Amen. 

"The volume of my Father's grace, 
Doth all my grief assuage ; 

Here I behold my Saviour's face, 
Almost in every page."-Watts. 

"SEAROH THE SCRIPTURES.''-JESUS. 

WHAT DO THE STRICT BAPTISTS BELIEVE 
AND PREACH1 

DEAR MR. BANKS,-You are well aware that the Strict Baptists 
have long been called to labour under many disavantages, a good 

share of which has fallen to your lot, but still you are preserved as a 
monument of God's distinguishing mercy. The Strict Baptists are 
burdened with titles of the most untruthful and repulsive kind. They 
are charged with being exclusive in oi:der ; but, blessed be God ! not 
more exclusive than the Scriptures warrant. They are denounced as a 
do-nothing sect, whose sentiments and manners are most obnoxious and 
unpopular. In fact, they are called eccentric, and, according to the 
belief of some, as was once suggested, they all ought to have been dead 
and buried three hundred years ago. But · God has not changed ; His 
Gospel has not altered, and the urgent requirements of sensible sinners 
are the same. Then why need a change in the order of Church-govern
ment, or in the ministry of the Word of Life ? 

The Christian Standard-a noble and valuable medium for exposing 
the various errors of the religious world, under the editorship of the 
able and venerable James Grant, Esq.-is made the mighty instrument 
for defending as well as exposing, opposing, and disposing of the 
mysterious sentiments of the peculiar people called Strict and Particular 
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Baptists. And the worthy editor has thought fit to come out against 
this people himself as a man of war, whose pen (which is more powerful 
than the sword) is as formidable as the club of Hercules. However 
great credit is due to Mr. Grant as a well-known writer and edito; 
of a leading morning paper for many years, to admit articles on the 
St.rict Baptist question in the Chri~tian Standard, in opposition to his 
own leader. This amount of charity will not lose its reward. He is a 
man of great worth, and much beloved by many Strict Baptists. 

It is now high time for every lover of the Truth to stand up in its 
defence, and to fight manfully. The Strict Baptist principles are worth 
contending for, because they derive their origin from the Word of God. 
And it is the humble opinion of the writer that the present contention 
will tum out in the end to the advantage of the Strict Baptists. The 
attention of many, who before knew little of this sect, and liked it less, 
has been arrested, and some have been stirred up to think more favour
ably of it. Would that the whole body of Strict Baptist ministers of 
the high-doctrine school were even more bold to tell out-in love-the 
fundamental doctrines of grnce, and show the world of professors that 
all the so-called hypers are not dead yet. The EARTHEN VESSEL still 
sails with its captain on the dark and rough waters of time, laden with 
" things new and old," which are more helpful to the real Christian in 
the highways and byways of life than half the sickly sentimental current 
literature, which, for the most part, is fraught with religious novels, not 
for the edification of the reader, but for the profit of the publisher. 
May God Jong preserve the EARTHEN VESSEL from an untimely death! 
It is a safe medium of intercommunication for the most strict adherents 
of the truth. Its diction may sometimes be thought worthy of im
provement, but its tone is clear, and its sentiment is unmistakably 
sound, and cannot be overturned. 

The Christian ministers whom the EARTHEN VESSEL and kindred 
publications represent are charged with unfaithfulness in not preaching 
to sinners,- but who in the world do they preach to, if not to sinners, 
since all have sinned and come short of the glory of God? They are 
reprersented as failing to perform the Saviour's injunction, "Go ye into 
all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature." This, however, 
is done as ardently, and in as broad a manner as the Gospel will 
admit, by every true Strict Baptist minister, whenever opportunity 
affords. They are reproached for not doing, in reality, more than the 
Gospel requires. They do not warn sinners, it is said, when the public 
declaration of the truth is as much a warning, in one sense, to the 
ungodly as it is a comfort to the godly; it is a savour of life to the one, 
and a savour of death to the other. It must be known that the 
nnbelie,er is condemned already. Where is the Scripture warrant to 
woo and beg of sinners dead in sin, and at enmity to God, to come to 
Christ, to close in with Him at once, as the nature of the position of 
such admits of no delay. Such a wretched system of mock-divinity is 
directly opposed to the glorious covenant of grace, which shuts out none 
whom God the Father loved, and whom Christ the Son redeemed, and 
which are safe in the hands of God the Holy Ghost, to lead into all 
truth; for it is His.blessed office to take of the things of Jesus and 
reveal them unto such. Offers and overtures of mercy, with universal 
invitations, are inconsistent with the revealed testimony of God. The 
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doctrines propagated by Arminius, refurbished by Baxter, and finally 
completed by Andrew Fuller, will not stand the test of criticism if 
God's Word be taken as the only infallible guide. "To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this Word, it is because there 
is no light in them" (Isaiah viii. 20). To exhort the unbeliever to 
believe in Christ, and to make his peace with God, is the popular 
delusion of the day, which lays the axe at the root of sovereign grace; 
gives a direct lie to the doctrine of the total fall of man in Adam; 
represents man as not being so bad as he is; that he has an inherent 
principle to believe in Christ without first being born again ; that faith 
is a duty.incumbent upon all men to exercise ; that Christ's precious 
bloodisshedforallthe world intentionally, but only for the elect effectually, 
whom God foresaw would believe and keep the faith. Thus, to preach 
to insensible sinners, as the Fullerites and Spurgeonites would have 
us, is to rob Christ of His glory, and to attribute the work of salva
tion to the free-will of the creature, instead of the all-powerful 
operation of the Holy Ghost. To expose sin in all its varied forms, 
as well as cut up, root and branch, the soul-deceiving errors of the 
day, is as much a part of the honest servant of God's work as preaching 
comfort to the children who already believe. We are told, however, 
by some, that the believer has too much comfort preached to him ; 
but those who would deprive him of it, by substituting the law of 
works, are miserable comforters indeed. It is one thing to put a 
high value on the means of grace, and another thing to make a 
salvation of them. God's people are taught to work from life, and 
not for life. May He in whose hand we are, and in whose perfect 
atonement rests the hope of our eternal salvation, preserve the Church 
and the pulpit from the legal bondmen of the day, who are continually 
thrashing the tried children of God, and driving them, with the rods 
of Moses, to a broken law for consolation and salvation! How faithful 
are the words of Hart- -

" Legal obedience were complete, 
Could we the law fulfil; 

But no man ever did so yet, 
And no man ever will." 

As ever faithfully yours, in the bonds of Christian love, 
Church-yard, Waltham Abbey. W. WINTERS. 

DR. Goonwrn's LAST WoRDS ON ms DEATH-BED.-He rejoiced 
in the thought that he was dying, and said, "I am going to the Holy 
Three, with whom I have had communion. They have taken me; I 
did not take them. I shall be changed in the twinkling of an eye. 
All my lusts and corruptions I shall be rid of. All these croaking 
toads will fall off in a moment. I could never have imagined I should 
ever have had such a measure of faith in this hour. No ; I could 
never hav11 imagined it. My bow abides in strength. Is Christ 
divided? No; I have the whole· of His righteousness. I am founu 
in Him, not in my own righteousness which is of the law, but in the 
righteousness which is of God, which is by faith of Christ Jesus, who 
loved me, and gave Himself for me. Christ cannot love me better 
than He doth. I think I cannot love Christ better than I do ; I am 
swallowed up in God. Now (said he) I shall ever be with the Lord." 
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,YHOSE NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN. 
WHAT DOES IT MEAN? HOW CAN IT BE KNOV!N? 

Tell me, my soul I hast thou the seal ? * 
Did GOD, in thee, Hrs SON reveal? t 

And dost thou know His Name ? t 

THOUGHTS like these suddenly flew through me, as I walked from 
the Exchange to Fleet-street, Thursday morning, September 14, 

1876. The first came with stirring emotions: "Whose names are 
written in heaven?" Then this thought followed : When Jesus said, 
"Rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven," He spoke 
directly to certain persons, and to them He said, "YouR names ARE 
written in heaven." Who were they? They are called" the Seventy.'' 
Were they representative men ? Did they represent all the faithful 
ministers of Christ down to the end of time ? Did they represent all 
the chosen, and called, and saved people of God, in all ages ? I think they 
did. That figure "seven" is in every part of GoD's salvation ; but here 
are seven tens-" seventy." It is agreed by all that seven is the Jews' 
figure for •' PERFECTION "; and " ten'' is their number for "POWER." 
So that " the seventy" represent the Church as perfect in CHRIST, and 
as having a new creatureship, a special call, and a Divine preservation 
by the power of the HOLY GHOST. These two figures-r<presenting 
perfection and power-are in strict analogy with the two features whi~h 
mark the Lord's people in the Word. "Through this Man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins ; and by Him, all that believe are 
justified from all things, from which they could not be justified by the 
law of Moses.'' 

" JUSTIFIED FROM ALL THINGS.'' There is perfection. The 
regenerated believer in the Lord Jesus Christ is justified in the sight of 
God from all things ; therefore they are called " Upright": and, if yon 
take your Bible, and search it through in the light of the Spirit, you 
will find that tl1ere is not one blessing which can be considered as 
essential to our eternal happiness but is spoken of in God's Holy W o~d, 
in connection with "THE UPRIGHT." Mark this. First of all, Dame! 
( speaking of his fears, and of his falling down befo~e th~ glorj~us appe~r
ing of the Son of God), tells us he heard a man s voice callmg, which 
said, "Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision." Daniel was 
in a deep sleep ; he was fallen with his face on the ground ; but be 
says: 

" He touched me, and set me upright.'' 

Look at the marginal rendering : " He made me stand upon my 
standing.'' The sam~ as David says : "He took me out of the 
horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, a~d 
established my goings.'' "Upon this rock," said Christ," will I bmld 
my Church." The same thing speaketh Paul to the Ephesians : '.' Ye 
are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the samts, 
and of 

" THE HouSEHOLD OF GoD "; 

" And are built upon" -( they could never build themselves) ; " They 

* Ephesians i. 13. t Galatians i. 16, t Isaiah Iii. 6. 
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are," by an Almighty Spirit, " built upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, JESUS CHRIST Himself being the chief corner-stone." 

Alas I alas I how sin, Satan, unbelief, darkness, and the fear of 
death and hell, did toss and tear, and throw me about, and millions 
besides, until the Holy Ghost came, with irresistible grace, and " set 
us upon our standing" l)y faith and fellowship in the Persori and work 
-0f our Immanuel, God with us. And since that memorable season I 
have never thought of being saved but alone-entirely, absolutely, freely, 
sovereignly, and efficiently-in, by, and through the dearest of all, the 
once crucified, but now exalted Lamb of God. 

All the shipwrecks of circumstances, all the wretched deceivings of 
men, all the new theories of the wise-acres of the present wonderful age 
of tongue-talk and oratorical talent ; all the revivals of the last forty 
_:years ; all the gloomy prospects and awful prophecies which have been 
hurled around-none of these things ever moved my precious soul from 
.her firm-hold, which, by grace, she took of Jesus, when, to her, the 
.heavenly voice proclaimed, 

"AND CHRIST SHALL GIVE THEE LIGHT." 
" On Him, the blessed God, 

We place our hope for heaven ; 
And see, in His most precious blood, 

\i Ten thousand sins forgiven." 

'ff, my reader, thou art looking, trusting, building only upon the 
Rock of Ages for salvation, surely to thee I may say 

"THY NAME IS WRiTTEN IN HEAVEN." 
I fJ Oh ! bow the question searched me, "Is my name written there ?" 
Am I, by the Spirit of God, assured of this ? Have not I been the 
subject of inward agonies, as expressed by The Baptist in the following 
lines?-

" Lord, is it I? " I ask in tears and sadness, 
I, Thy disciple at Thy sacred board, 

Who from Thy cup have drunk, Thy bread have broken, 
Oh I is it I, who shall betray my Lord? 

" Lord, is it I 7 " I ask in deep emotion ; 
"Exceeding sorrowful," my heart would say, 

'.mlough I should die with Thee, I'll not deny Thee ; 
Forbid it Lord that I my trust betray. 

" Lord, is it I? " Thou knowest that I love Thee ; 
I love Thy habitation and Thy seat ; 

I love to hear the Gospel's holy teaching ; 
With Mary, I would worship at Thy feet. 

" Lord, is it I? " I tremble at the question. 
Oh I is my faith so weak in Christ my God, -

That I for worldly gain could sell my MasUlF~ · 
That I for worldly joys deny my Lord ? ' 

" Lord, is it I 7" Thou knowest my temptations, 
My spirit willing, though my flesh is weak ; 

My earnest strivings, and my often failing ; 
Sinning, repenting, still Thy grace I seek. 

" Lord, is it I 7 " Oh, cheer my drooping spirit I 
Unto Thy Cross I cling in humble prayer; 

Distrusting all but Thee, and Thy great merit ; 
Oh I blessed Saviour, keep me in Thy care, 

The warfare within is never finally finished here. There will be 
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times when the tempter will torment the soul of the saved disci'ple, or 
never had that strong array of powers been challenged, when the Apostle 
cried out, " Who shall separate us from the love of Christ. ? " Shall 
tribulation, with all its numerous offspring ? True, we are killed in 
feeling all the day long; we may be accounted as sheep for the slaughter ; 
nevertheless, in all these things, we are more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us. And, when on wings of faith and love our souls 
mount up beyond the clouds-when the opening heavens around us 
shine-we sing, in our inmost heart of hearts, to the glory of our Lord,-

"Jesus I Thy righteousness divine, 
Is all my glory, all my trust ; 

Nor need I fear since that is mine ; 
For Jesus lives, and God is just." 

Never does a true, believing penitent more fully pour out his soul 
in honest confession to his Lord, than when the light and love of God 
i;hine in upon him-showing him, on the one hand, the dreadful condition 
into which sin bad plunged him ; and, on the other hand, the fl.owings, 
the fountain-flowings of rich mercy toward him. He makes no excuse 
for sin now ; he makes no attempt to lay the blame upon another. 
He sighs out, 

"Mg guilt ! 'tis of a crimsom dye, 
And black as hell my various sin ; 

Yet JESU"S blood doth purify, 
And wash my guilty conscience clean." 

To the respectable moralist, this must be offensive language ; yea, 
the refined professor of some kind of Gospel-be it moderate Armin
ianism, or the highest of the hyper-Calvinism (for many notable men are 
always to be found in such circles as these )-will sneer at this " cant, " 
as they consider it to be. 

Where'" the house has never been shown to the house," such opposite 
sentiments as the following are all a mystery :-

., Though ragged, desolate, and bare, 
With nought to hide my shame, I'm found ; 

!Ui.righteousness He bids me wear, 
Ind throws the noble mantle round. 

Clad ill,_this robe, how bright I shine I 
A.nge'ls might envy such a dress ; 

Angels have not a robe like mine, 
The robe of Jesu's righteousness." 

" The Upright." -T-be justified from all things I these are the persons 
whose names are wi;jUen in heaven ; and they are marked in the Bible 
as heirs to all the oigs of the new and everlasting covenant. 

If you have aDJi e, my reader, to examine b?th the present s~ate 
and the future pros of thy soul, then come with me, and consid~r 
how plainly, how fre ntly, how variously God has described His 
people here, under this beautiful metaphor, 

"THE p ALM TREE ! " 
" The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree; he shall grow like a 
cedar in Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house of the Lord 
shall flourish in the courts of our God." 

"What are all the controversies in this world," to myself I said, 
" compared with this one question, Is my name, will my person, be 
found in the Lamb's Book of Life?" 
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The Bible answer to this-the testimony of the Holy Ghost to this 
question is, "My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart " 
(margin : "My buckler is upon God"). I have fled, laid hold upon the 
Christ of God for defence. Satan pursues me, old sins threaten me, the 
law did condemn me, but God gave me a heart to know, to believe in, 
to live, to cleave unto the Son of His love. He has made my heart 
upright towards Him ; and it is written, He saveth such, for 

" They are written among the living in Jerusalem." 

Promises and privileges belong to the upright. " The upright love 
Thee." "Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness." "The 
upright shall have dominion over all their foes in the morning." Then 
shall their perfection in Christ be gloriously visible, and the power of 
the Holy Ghcst in preserving them call forth songs of praise unto God 
and to the Lamb. 

To the Seventy He said, 
"YOUR NAMES .A.RE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN." 

The sovereign grace of faith in a perfect Saviour, and an experi
mental knowledge of the power of the Holy Ghost in sanctifying and 
keeping, is God's assurance that He will own our worthless names in 
that tremendous day. Hallelujah ! Praise ye the Lord. 

Of the seventy of the elders in the Old Testament, and of the seventy 
disciples in the New, with confirming and collateral testimonies, I wish 
to say something in my next. Here I will pause, by introducing the 
happy faith of one whose name is written in heaven, and who sends to 
your humble serva,nt, C. W. Banks, the following, called 

THE LORD'S PRAYER, IN ACROSTIC. 

" Our Father," can I truly ./ilay? 
If so, the Lord I bless. 

What hope is mine, too, when I pray ; 
When I my wants before Him lay ; 

My faults to Him confess? 

"Which art in heaven," the saints' last 
home, 

Where God the Father reigns ; 
.And holy spirits freely roam; 
While down in hell fiends shriek and moan, 

.And stmggle in their chains. 

"Hallowed be Thy name," to me, 
Who gav'st Thine only SON 

For roe, a surety to be, 
Who bled and died upon the tree ; 

Or I should be undone. 

" Thy kingdom come;" Lord, it is here I 
An alien once; but now, 

Through Thy sweet love, I have no fear ; 
Thy gentle hand has wiped the tear ; 

I to Thy sceptre bow. 

" Thy will be done," all Israel sings, 
While they are doomed to dwell 

Amongst these fading,• earthly things, 
With sin and all its galling stings ; 

But long to say, " Farewell ! " 

" On earth Thy wiU is done,'/#' we know, 
Whate'er seems strange or wrong: 

To things done here all Christians bow 
.And those performed in hell below 

To God in heaven b.elong. 

"As it is in heaven,"'!Lord, 
We feign wo.pass our days: 

Permit Thy Spirit to be poured, 
That Thou mayest ever be adored, 

In never•e_n~praise . 
--~ 

"Give us th*''. da our daily bread," 
As mann · m heaven; 

Wepraywi , to_beled, 
And with tl,11•~~-•i Spirit fed. 

'lbc ~bt.\',~ck.ening leaven. 

"And forgiue us," is the prayer 
Of all who feel their sin. 

Who, ever ready to declare. 
Upon their heart, and deeply there, 

Dark lines n.re grm·en in. 

<; Our t-respasses." What weighty guilt I 
Its weight no tongue cal! tell ; 

'\Vere not our hope on Jesus built, 
And in our hearts sincerely felt, 

'Twould take ns down to hell. 
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"As we .f,,,-giue," How jnst the plea I 
But who can pray the prayer ? 

The unregenerate one-can he ? 
The one from condemnation free 

Can this alone declare. 

.. Tum that tresp{/1/S against us," for 
The Lord our Saviour too, 

·when praying for such sinners, saw, 
In these transgressors of the law, 

"\\'ho know not what they do ! 

"And lead us not in any way'' 
"\\'here we may lose Thy face ; 

"\Vhen that is near, 0 let us stay, 
For then it is unclouded day, 

·we crave no other place. 

" Into temptation " we desire 
That we may not be led : 

To brighter things our hearts aspire ; 
We'd sing among the heavenly choir, 

And dwell with Christ the Head, 

"But deliver us," for Thine arm-
Thine own right arm is strong ; 

Thy children need not fear alarm, 
Or dread the fury of the storm ; 

They cannot suffer wrong. 

" Fi·om evil '' in this life we know 
We cannot long be free ; 

To this sad state we meekly bow ; 
But in our hearts we make a vow 

To know it not with Thee. 

"AMEN ! " we say, when peace is ours; 
"AMEN I" when sorrows pain; 

Cambridge. 

"AMEN I" when threatening tempest lowers ; 
"AMEN I " when galling death devours I " 

" AMEN I " to light again. 
c. o. 

OUR"WATCHWORD MUST BE "PRAYER"! 

P RAYER! What is it? Conscience says, "Intercourse with God; 
the feeble utterings of a broken and contrite heart; the pleading 

-0f the soul with God." 
" Prayer was appointed to convey . 

The blessings God designs to give; 
Long as they live should Christians pray, 

For only while they pray they live.'' 

Men of old prayed. And we know of one, whose writings often warm 
our cold heart and cheer our drooping spirit, crying out to his God 
and Father to hear his prayer, and not to hide His countenance. 

Job, a man whom we are told was perfect and upright, fearing God 
and eschewing evil, yet we find him pleading with his heavenly Father 
for restoration.from his sore affliction. And, lastly, for example, we 
behold our Divine Lord and Master not only teaching His immediate 
followers and discip1es a prayer, and to pray, but He Himself prays for 
those who are persecuting Him: "Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do."; And if those men who in olden times were so 
favoured for their Begrity and uprightness, and even Christ Himself, 
h~ recourse to= how_great i~ our need of more c~ose communion 
with God! Mo · ecy, rn poetical language, describes prayer not 
only as the "si~rm of speech " uttered by a poor, trembling 
believer, "the h of a dying Christian," or " the contrite 
sinner returning from way " by the quickening influence of the Holy 
Spirit, but as being that by which "we make known our wants and 
desires to Him who watches over us continually, who sits upon the 
mercy-seat." 

" Who that knows the worth of prayer, 
But wishes to be often there ? ' 

My few thoughts may be considered poor ; indeed, they are the 
utterings of a poor one in Israel's camp, one who has been tossed upon 
the waves of time, who knows something of the worth of prayer, who 
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is thereby encouraged to speak with those who in their prosperity 
forget to return thanks. It may be asked, "Why so much exhortation 
to pray?" Alas I it is needed for the prosperity of our Churches-many 
forget the assembling together for prayer and praise. Is it true that 
the day of prayer ceased when Christ came into the world? No! He 
gives us encouragement: "Pray without ceasing." What, continual 
prayer? Yes! What for? "Lest ye enter into temptation." Does 
the Christian feel temptation? Yes I until the quickening influence of 
the Spirit is realised we know not our state, consequently don't feel the 
fierce dart of the Tempter. When trials press hard, and afflictions sore 
beset our .path, we cry unto One "mighty to save." Temptation besets 
our path on every hand; each and all are possessors of that which God 
describes as "deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." He 
also said, "The imagination of the heart is evil,'' and if it be so-and 
who dare deny it ?-how needful it is we should present ourselves 
humbly at His feet, and there confess our sins (not that He does not 
know them), for He heareth the cry of those who seek in meekness and 
humility. Oh! may we be found oftener prostrating ourselves low at 
His feet. May the publican's prayer be ours: "God be merciful to me 
a sinner." Some are prone to think they have little or no sin. Poor, 
deluded things I There was not found one among the vast multitude 
who followed Christ, when they besought Him to condemn the poor woman 
taken in adultery, "who was without sin." We shall prove through 
life, if born of the Spirit, that our watchword must be "PRAYER." 
While we sojourn here, we do well to pray; not only in our closet in 
secret, but among ·the assembly of the people. Oh, that our prayer 
meetings were more lively-that brethren met oftener together, and held 
communion with God for the outpouring of His Spirit I There would 
then be more union amongst us as Churches and congregations. 

"Brethren," cried one of old, "pray for us." Pray for the tried 
and tempted ones, pray for the fearing and doubting ones., pray for the 
sick and afflicted ones, pray for those in bondage, that their chains may 
be unloosed; and 

"May the God of love, who chose thee 
Ere this lower world began," 

ever bless, watch over, and protect you in the faith once delivered to 
.the saints. May " Christ be the Hope of Glory in everyone that 
believeth!" So prayeth GEORGE TYLER. 

Tottenham. 

There is comfort concerning such infirmities-in that your very 
sins move Him to pity more than to anger; He· suffers with us under 
our infirmities ; and by our infirmities are meant sins, as well as other 
miseries. What shall not make for us when our sins shall be turned 
as motives to Him to pity us the more, the ~bject. of pity is o~e in 
misery whom we love,_ an~ th~ g~eater the nnsery 1s t~e more is the 
pity. Now of all m1sen~s sm_ is the wors~, and whilst yo~rselves 
look upon it as such, Christ will lo~k upon it as_ such_ only m you, 
and He loving your persons and hatmg only the sm, His hatred shall 
all fall, and that only upon the sin to free you of it by its ruin 
and destruction, but His bowels shall be more drawn out to you, there
fore fear not.-Goodwin's Marrow. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

Can these Dl'y Bones Live! &c. By J. are counted orthodox ministers. Such 
E. Smith. London: Collingridge. Mr. revilers look with contempt upon this 
Smith. in a few pages. has plainly opened book I None of the Lord's tried and 
the nsion Ezekiel bad of the valley fnll afflicted people, in their right mind, will 
of dry bones. Ritualists, formalists, free- dare to do so. This Life in England and 
will preachers, and self-righteous pro- Au.•tralia with Travels and Voyages over 
fessors may laugh at such faithfnl testi- One Hundred Thousand Miles, by John 
monies; but let the Lord's people go on Bunyan McCure, Minister of Eden 
to be witness for Christ. as One with the chapel, Cambridge, and published by 
Father, as complex and perfect in Him- Robert Banks, Racquet-com-t, Fleet-st., 
self. a,;; revealed by the eternal Spirit, will become a standard work, an abiding 
God the Roly Ghost, and as being the testimony to the faithfulness of God for 
most precious Saviour of all who truly ages and generations yet to come, One 
embrace Him. Let us honour a Triune hundred thousand copies ought soon to 
,Jebo,ah. and lea,e the results. be in circulation. 

Mr. John Bunyan McCure·s new book. PAMPHLETS.-Fourtk Annual Report 
There are sufficient exhortations in the of Gospel Advocate Society. London : 
Word of God to press upon us the value H. Horne, Warwick-court, Gray's-inn. 
of faith in the Divine promises, and of This Society has rendered help to many 
carrying every care and trial to the poor ministers. We wish it may grow 
throne of grace ; but, so dull and cold much more powerful in its funds and 
are we all, that strong, original, and pre- cha.rities.-Tke Rock, for Sept. 15, has a 
vailing goings forth in seeking and trust- paper on "The Paucity of Great Men," 
ing in the Lord. like those recorded in which expresseth the fears of not a few. 
Mr. McCure's L{/e in England and Aus- It is perfectly astonishing what an 
tral,ia, are necessary to stir up our hearts amount of schoolboy-talk now passes for 
to a more lively and habitual exercise of talent. Intellect appears weaker and 
those privileges, without which no man weaker still. But "the mighty God" is 
can. for himself, prove either that God hereby calling the expectations of His 
is his own Father, or that the Lord doth people up to Himself. Meanwhile, in the 
still hear and answer prayer. Such a absence of gigantic religious power, 
storehouse of varied incident in pressing ! Satan and foolish men are making a 
trials, piercing temptations, adversi- I burlesque of Christian worship in many 
ties, perplexities, dreams, deliverances, I cases. The Rock, be it remembered, is a 
prayers, special answers, journeyings by ; Church of England paper, and yet it 
sea and by la.nd, in England and in the : asks the daring question, " Is there in 
colonies, dangerous excursions in the all London a single man (except Mr. 
once desolate parts of Australia., hair- Spurgeon) whom anyone amongst. us 
breadth escapes, failures here and sue- would willingly walk a couple of miles 
cesses there, narratives, histories, sermons, to hear?" Let us pa.use, and l?ok at 
essays, controversies, happy meetings, this another time. It. is an eclipse of 
heart-rending partings, pleasant sailings, bishops, clergy, big Non-cons., and of 
perilous voyages, pen-and-ink photo- the whole host of ministers, find them 
graphs of friends and foes, domestic where you may. Poor fellows I they 
scenes Church progresses, chapel build- will feel this is hard " Rock" indeed.
ing,;, Irnd a host of things of various I Terms oj Admission into the Vis~ble 
kinds as are contained in the five bun- j Church. By J. Harvey, Bacup. Like 
dred pages of this book, renders it fully I Pbaraob's heart, nearly all are now 
qualified to be a companion volume to hardened against the truth, else Mr. 
the celebrated coal-heaver'!,.or any other Harvey's "Le~ter" would convince t~ou
Bank of Faith in the wo1,l11. If there is sands of the1r delusions. Alas, s~s I 
one lesson to . be learntl' -from Mr. professin~ people, as well as Roma~sts, 
McCure'a autobiography, more power- are all Pnest-led and custom-bound,_the 
fully prominent than any other, it is Bible is all but ignored; and the fa.sb10na 
this-Our heavenly Father, through the of the times are lea.ding the weak ones 
mediation of His "well-beloved Son," away. We all are weak indeed.-We 
by the power of the Eternal Spirit, and, have a packet of Miss ~onk's _Words 0/ 

ofteutimes, by the agency of his holy Conifort for tlu; Weak in l(aith. Our 
angels, is, most emphatically, A GOD friends who ean circulate little leaflets 
OF PROVIDENCE, as well as the Giver and small tracts among the poor should 
of ernry good and of every perfect gift. send for some to Miss Monk, 29, Corn• 
We have met with infidel scoffers at wall-road, Westbournc-park, W. 
providence, who, nevertheless, by some, 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
STRICT BAPTISTS IN AUSTRALIA. 

PARTICULAR BAPTIST ASSOCIA· 
TION .-The annual meeting of Particular 
Baptist Association was held Wednes
day, May 31st, 1876, in Baptist church, 
Castlereagh-street, Sydney. At half
past ten, delegates of various Churches 
and friendsassembledfor divine worship 
and prayer. The devotional services 
were conducted by pastor D. Allen. At 
half past two, delegates met to transact 
business. There were present-pastors 
D. Allen, of Sydney, chairman of the 
Association; T. W. Robey, Wallsend; 
secretary, J. Hicks, Ryde; D. Young, 
Lambton; delegates, S. Cottam, J. Ford, 
F. Bedell, G. Wigley. Other Churches 
were represented by letter. Interesting 
co=unicationshave been received from 
Rome respecting the mission work there. 
The £100 forwarded by pastor D. Allen 
on behalf of the Association and friends 
hasbeenreceivedand duly acknowledged 
by C. P. Grassi, of Rome. The reports 
from the various Churches are encou
raging. There has been some increase 
in members, and an improvement in the 
congregations generally. The Churches 
have not lost any of the ministers. They 
occupy the same position as they did 
twelve months ago. The officers were 
re-elected unanimously. At about half
past seven o'clock, p.m., a public meeting 
was held in the church, when the minis
ters, delegates, and friends assembled to 
hear the annual address, which was de
livered by pastor T. W. Robey. The 
address was listened to with deep in
terest. 

SOHO.-MEARD'S COURT. 
Dear Sir,-A short time ago you did me 

the favour to insert in the " Vessel" a letter 
of mine in reference to the above Church. 
Since then, indeed very recently, I have been 
informed, through a reliable source, that the 
present pastor, after a pastorate or about six 
years' duration, has either resigned, or given 
notice of his intention to resign, his pastorate. 
So it is expected there will soon be the elec
tion of another pastor. As an old Salemite, 
and one who dearly loved Mr. Stevens for his 
work's sake, I consider it would be well to 
let the next aspirant to the office know, in
deed to let the Christian public know, what 
the terms of the trust-deed are, so far as re
gard the truths held by the Church. 

It is now many years ago since I first saw 
the deed; however, I think I may safely say 
that the following are the terms or effect of 
it-namely : That the chapel or meeting
house was built for the Church, or society, 
or congregation therein assembled, and de
nominated Particular and Striet Baptist, 

being of Calvinistic principles, and in par
ticufar acknowledging the doctrine of a 
Trinity of equal persons in one eternal es.sence 
or Godhead-the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost; also, the doctrines of eternal, 
absolute, and personal election, and of the 
real and particular redemption of all the elect 
by the Son of God from all iniquity to ever
iasting glory; and by such other persons, 
believing and maintaining the same principles 
and doctrines, as should thereafter be united 
to the said Church or society or congrega
tion, or attend the worship of God in the said 
chapel or meeting-house. 

I consider the deed is very clear and dis
tinct, and worthy of dear Mr. Stevens. It 
will be ridiculous for anyone aspiring to the 
pastorate who does not really hold the truths 
as set forth in the deed. · 

I do sincerely hope there will not be any 
attempt either to close the doors, or to turn 
poor old Salem into a mission-hall, or some 
such place ; but let it remain for what it was 
erected-a chapel or meeting-house, where 
the truths of God have been preached for 
fifty years.-1 am, dear Sir, yours, in the 
best of bonds, 
ONE WHO SAT UNDER MR. STEVENS, 

August, 1B76. 

IPSWICH.-MR. POOKE. 
One of the most prominent and well-estab

lished causes of the Strict Baptist order in. 
Suffolk is the Church at Ipswich, Bethesda, 
Fonnereau-road. This Church is of the good 
old school. Though not so prosperous as in 
days past, its members for the more part are 
godly, intelligent, and united; and there are 
those outside of the pale of the Church 
visible which are useful and generous, and 
are worthy of the highest place in the syna
gogue. 

There is a famous opening for some able 
and sterling divine of probity, and of the 
Martin Luther type, possessed with nerves 
like steel, a brow of brass, and the stentorian 
voice of a son of thunder, combined with the 
efficient qualifications of a son ofconsolation. 
The beloved pastor Mr. Pooke is aged and 
infirm, but is well cared for by the Church 
and is well sustained by the Omnipotent hand 
that has led him all his journey to the pre
sent day. He has laboured at Bethesda with 
great satisfaction and profit for upwards of 
thirty years, and his life story is associated 
with many pleasing and interesting incidents 
that are well worthy of a niche in the Chris
tian biography of the times. The writer had 
a very short but happy interview with the 
retired pastor on the Sabbath morning of the 
13th ult., when he (the pastor) expressed 
with great fervour the J?reciousness ol the 
words of St Luke (xxiv. 26), which came to his 
mind with unction and power three or lour 
time, that morning, "Ought not Christ to 
have suffered these things, and to enter Into 
his glory?" 

Had this aged sire been blessed with hi1 



316 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

wonted strength and vigour of mind be would 
doubtless have 11,"iven us a rich sermon that 
morning from those important words. The 
days, however, ot this venerable man are 
numbered; in brief, his mind is happy and his 
prospects are irlorious. Several old friends 
and mem hers have been taken from their 
midst to their home above; but God has 
raised others up to fill their places; and the 
cause, to use a business phrase, is in good 
working order, having good deacons and a 
large Sabbath-school, under the charge of an 
able staff of godly teachers. The chapel re
quires renol"ating·, which could be done with 
a little exertion on the part of the Church 
and congregation. May God se11d them a 
man after His own heart, with every new 
covenant blessing in Christ Jesus! is the best 
and earnest wish of W. WI!<TERS. 

Churchyard, Waltham Abbey. 

BETHNAL GREEN.-Hope chapel, in 
Green-street, bas been renovated and greatly 
improved. The Church and congregration 
acted nobly in collecting at once a large sum 
to pay all the cost of the new works, so that 
no debt should be incurred. The pastor, 
Mr. James Griffith, is well sustained; peace 
and unity are with the people; and in this 
immense sphere-where thousands upon 
thousands of souls are swarming-Mr. 
Griffith holds a most favou,-able position for 
usefulness beyond many. Praise the Lord! 
Some ot our ministers are honoured. 

SOUTHEND.-Mr. Editor: Can you do 
anything to get a faithful representation of 
the Gospel in the newly-named Soutbend
on-Sea? We are a growing population, we 
have Leigh, a large fisherman's village on 
one band, and wide-spreadini. hamlets on 
the other; yet, the full and faithful, the holy 
and heavenly Gospel of the New Testament 
is here unkindly represented. I went to bear 
the Open-communion Baptist from College 
in the public hall-a miserable few, and a 
more miserable sermon. Can nothing be 
done for Southend-on-Sea? If those who 
know and love the tru tb, could by God's Spirit, 
band together in prayer, in sincere humility 
and persevering effort, a Church of Christ 
may be formed. One brother, who might 
be like N ehemiab, a "man come to seek the 
weUare of the children of Israel!" is now in 
our midst. 0, for God's mercy and power to 
cause the Priest with Urim and Thummim 
to stand up, and to gather together the 
scattered sheep, redeemed by the Lord ! 

[Plenty would help them when they begin 
to come together.-En.] 

CLAPHAM.-WIRTl',MBERG-BTREET. 
On Wednesday, August 23rd, the ordinance 
of baptism was administered by our pastor, 
Mr. H. Hall. There were two young per
sons baptized, one of whom had heard him at 
Margate, when ber impressions were received, 
and then, coming up to London, was directed 
to Wirtember{!-street, where the work was 
sealed. Mr. Hall preached a powerful and 
exhanstive sermon on baptism, from these 
words, " What doth hinder me to be hap-

tised ?" (Acts viii. 36) from which he 
showed how baptism typified the sufferings of 
Christ, and proved from the whole narrative 
that believers'baptism was only scriptural, and 
immersion the one scriptural baptism. He 
concluded with a solemn warning to those 
who were still under bondage to sin. 

WALKS AROUND LONDON. 
"A NEW BAPTIST MISSION !" 
A Minister asks "Where is Homerton

row ?" " Is there not a good opening 
there?" We have beard of Homerton for 
more tbau fifty years. We once bad an 
" uncle George," who, more than half-a
century since, came to London to make his 
way in the world as a pi-inter; be pitched his 
tent in Homerton, went to printing for one 
Mr. Green, a Unitarian; but soon returned 
to his father's nest. As regards " Homerton
row "-being called that way recently, we 
found it by passing through Hackney 
church-yard. Or, if "our minister" (as 
deacon Recom calls him) travels on the North 
Londou line to Homerton Station, he may 
soon find it by walking direct to Old Homer
ton Church, down Homerton High-street, 
which is a strange medley, having genteel 
houses on one side, and poor little shops on 
the other; pass Ram's Ecclesiastical 
Chapel." (Whatever did its name come 
from? and how dared anyone to build an 
Ecclesiastical Chapel so near to the Parish 
Church ? However, there it is, and Bachelor 
Baker is said therein to read services and 
sermons to the satisfaction of not a few.) Take 
a survey of Homerton College as you pass, 
and think how many there have been well
trained for some'.profession. Press on until you 
see before you a dead wall, on which is a 
small white stone, with letters very obscure, 
saying " Homerton Row"! A few steps 
down that narrow path, and you find a small, 
modest-looking sanctuary, with " 1822" 
boldly figured'on its front. "Sacred spot!" 
said I ; " here soundness and safety, profound 
propriety, neatness and respectability, have 
ever been maintained ! Here Thomas Eason, 
Daniel Curtis, William Palmer, and hosts of 
other holy men have tried to open up the great 
mysteries of grace. But, in fifty-four years, 
what progress bas it made?" To answer 
that query would fill a book. That there is 
a field for usefulness here, in Homerton-row, 
wi1h its teeming tens of thousands in 
Hackney, Clapton, Homerton, and their 
surroundings, is sure enough ; and we were 
informed that Homerton is to be honoured by 
having, !n fact has, "a new Baptist Mi:'9_ion 
in Mamn-street "; of whose enterpr1S1!'.1g 
efforts and worthy movements we may give 
notes another time. Quietly out of the way!, 
as Homerton-row may appear to lay, it wi I, 
no doubt, be the centre of much spiritual 
blessedness-

If the Lord, for it, will find, 
A Barnabas, with powers of mind, 
A heart inflamed with burning love, 
A man with faith to soar above, 
With tongue well-tuned, and helped to tell 
How Christ has conquered death and hell; 
And can vile sinners save. 
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A BRIEF VIEW OF WHAT THE 
BIBLE SAYS OF TH.H HARVEST; 

WITH 
A THOUGHT RUNNING 

FROM THE FLOOD TO THE FIRE! 
One of the best harvest thanks-giving 

services we hove attended this year, was 
-on Wednesday, September 6th, at Hayes 
Tabernacle. A large company of friends, 
lrom London and other parts, assemhled. 
In afternoon Mr. Thomas Stringer preached 
the harvest sermon, of which the following is 
but an imperfect skeleton. It gives a faint 
idea of whot was considered a suitable and 
sacred discourse. Mr. Stringer took his text 
from the Gospel by Mark iv. 9: "The 
·harvest is come." The sermon was such an 
exposition of verses 26 to 29 as only a truly
converted agriculturist could give. The 
following notes were jotted down at the 
time:-

1. Sowing.-Ploughing must precede it; 
so in the ministry, ploughing in study. It 
is easy to scatter the seed when you have 
found it ; so in experience, to have heart, 
mind, and false hopes all µloughed and 
•broken up, this is painful to realise. The 
subject is as passive as is the earth when the 
•.ploughshare is driven into the heart. How 
tearing and tossing to the bruised and woun
ded sinner! When the seeds of truth are cast 
in; when the Spirit rains on the soul sott 
showers of grace, and the Sun of Righteous
ness shines on the mind, then hope and joy 
spring up. 

2. Now comes the Growing.-The seed 
groweth, the husbandman knoweth not how; 
he cannot cause its growth. The old promise 
is true : " While the earth remaineth," &c. 
·Good seed in good J!'l'OUnd, with God's rain 
end sun, will spring end grow. 

Tbo' death and hell this seed assail, 
'Tis sown by God, it must prevail. 

The antagonism and opposition against the 
soul is wonderful. For the life of me, I 
cannot describe it; but, in spite of all, the 
soul ascends up, in faith, hope, and desires 
after God. 

3. ProJ!'l'ess.-" The earth bringeth forth 
fruit of herself; first, the blade," &c. The 
world is full of error, still there shall be the 
handful of corn upon the top of the moun
tain.., for there shall be the blade, then the 
-ear; after that, the full corn in the ear. 
Full corn, "My beloved, is mine, end I em 
His!" 

"CHRIST IS THE FULi, CORN." 

Thomas looked well, and spoke well, 
when be said that true word, " Christ is the 
lull corn!'' When the Church doth in His 
likeness shine, she will be full indeed. All 
God's work, all Christ's people, all the true 
grace of God, all heaven's olfspring and 
purposes, shell go on to perfection. Christ 
loved the Church, and gave Himself for it. 

Previous to this service, the splendid hall 
in the rear of the tabernacle had been filled 
with the workmen and their wives from three 
farms, to whom a sumptuous old English 

•dinner of roast beef and plum pudding was 

given, and a large number of busy Lon
doners were permitted to dine with these 
noble sons of the soil. The farmers, their 
wives and daughters, beaded hy their pastor, 
R. C. Hardens, waited on. and supplied their 
guests in a cheerful, happy spirit. A still 
larger company .sat down to such a tea of 
plentiful and pleasant provisions as we rarely 
behold. After this, the tabernacle was filled, 
and the evening meeting commenced. 

MR. H. HALL PRESIDED, 

and the following hymn was sung with 
sacred feeling:-

" Britonf-1 ! now your har\"ei-;t enrled, 
All your fruits securely :-itorerl, 

Come with grateful joy attenclert, 
PraiRe ancl blf'R8 your bountP,om, Lord. 

Friends aml neighhourH hither come, 
Swell the notes of harvest home. 

Cheerfulnef.ls ancl holy pleasure, 
Well-become our happy isle. 

'Wben our God in copious mea;.mre 
Deign8 to blf!s8 us with flis smile; 

Joyful, then, all people come, 
Celebrate the barve:-it home! 

T'waf-1 His sun, His showers, His hlc>ssing, 
Which the kindly fruits ma.turf'd; 

And His love and care unceasing 
Watch'd till it was safely store(l: 

Else we had not hither come. 
Thus to hail the haITest home. 

From His band all good rPceivin.:;-. 
May we trust in Him alone, 

Ever to His glory living, 
Through the grace of Chri::.t His S011 : 

Till with all His saints we come 
To His heavenly haITest home." 

R. G. Edwards led us all to the Throne of 
Grace. On opening the further services of 
the evening, tbe chairman, :Mr. H. Hall, 
minister of Ebene~er Chapel, Clapham, ex
pressed the pleasure be bad realised that day 
in meeting with the friends at Hayes. 
" Apart from the honour of being called to 
the chair, I am glad to be present to meet 
our brother Hardens and bis friends at Hayes, 
kncwingtbey all are sozealously,unitedly,and 
honourably contending tor the faith of Christ's 
own Gospel "; also, this special occasion tor 
giving thanks unto our God for the harvest, 
was so reasonable and becoming. He con
sidered the liberality manifested was a strong 
proof of the fruitfulness of our faith, and the 
charity wl.Jicb the doctrines we hold pro
duced showing our anxiety to do good to the 
bodies of ourfellow-men,i:iving them the most 
tangible proof of our concern for their wel
fare. "Then, my pleasure is increased in 
being this evening associated with the advo
cates of those high end holy principles which 
are revealed in God's holv Word. I do not 
intend (said Mr· Hall, m"ost emphatically) to 
stand connected with any but faithful plead
ers for those high doctrines which embody 
and declare the whole of God's salvation; 
for I most thoroughly believe ' hig·h-doctrine 
men,' as we are called, 'contend earnestly for 
doctrine, experience, and practice-yea, for 
the whole truth.' " 

Mr. Griffith, ol Hope Chapel, gave an ad
dress on the loving-kindness of the Lord, 
quite in a genial and bapµy spirit. The 
venerable Samuel Ponsforo, like one raised 
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from the dead, wae warm and decided in de
claring the sovereignty of salvation ; it comes 
to the redeemed sinner free as air. Mr. 
Beazley, one of the deacons at Mount Zion 
Hill-street, and one of the most laborious and 
gifted itinerants our Churches have producoo, 
was bold and eloquent on the subject of 
Christ's headship over the Church. Mr. 
Beazle'I' is not afraid to declare he h a sinner 
sa'l'ed by the love-redeeming blood and re
generating power of a triune God. He bad 
known his bro~her Hall thirty-five years· 
they were baptized together ; they had Jiv;;J 
in Gospel fellowship all those years, and be 
believed thev should so continue unto the 
end. It would be more than all the Armin
ians and Free-willers in the world could do, 
to turn either of these men from the truth in 
which their souls are deeply rooted. 

The pastor, R. C. Barrlens, took us back 
to Bigburv to shew us the difference between 
what 'harvest leasts were in his youthful days 
and the services of the day ; and then, as on 
the wings of faith and love, he carried us up to 
!he high heavens, where they are ever sing
mg 

"GRACE, GRACE UNTO IT." 
Brother Thoma, Stringer brought up the 

closing chorus, " Hallelujah ! Praise ye the 
Lord!" In fervent prayer, H. Hall closed a 
very blessed meeting. C. W. Banks gave a 
hasty view of the harvest, as seen in the 
Bible, which he reserves until next month. 

KENTISH TOWN.-Milton Hall, in 
Hawley-crescent, has for some few years been 
a scene of Mr. D. Gander's labours in the 
Gospel. His fourth anniversary was Sep
tember 10th and 12th. Sermons were 
preached by the pastor, and one by C. W. 
Banks from the words "These shall make 
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
overcome them ; for He is Lord of lords and 
King of kings ; and they that are with Him 
are called, and chosen, and faithful." At 
tea and public assembly on Tuesday, the 
,rathering of friends was cheering. J. 
Bonney, Esq ., was expected to take the 
chair; but pressing claims demanded his 
presence elsewhere. Mr. Gander presided. 
W. Sack supplicated a Divine blessing. The 
Church enjoyed peace and unity. Mr. 
Alfree, on " The Oracles of God," was excel
lent; Messrs. Battson, Lodge,J. W. Norton, 
Nugent, Milbourn, Kempston, Beddow, A. 
Hall, and others, came to bid us go on in the 
strength of the Lord, and often to read 
Psalm xlvi. Milton Hall is in the midst of 
immense masses of people. Our schools are 
useful. May the Gospel be very powerful ! 
prays A SMALL ONE. 

LOWER NORWOOD.-Ou the hills 
and in the valleys around Sydenham there 
has arisen, during the last twenty years, a 
new suburban Crystal - Palace - London, 
with its many thousands of inhabitants. We 
took a survey of that new, rising district on 
our way to Mr. Pung's Tabernacle, Septem
lier 12th, and was thankful to know that the 
effort made, we think, by some Blackheath 
triends, a few years since, to plant a New 

Testament Church in that busy and beautiful 
locality has not failed. But, in all that neigh
bourhood, we could not find any who knew 
where the Lower-Norwood Tabernacle was to 
be found. We found it in the Gipsy-road. 
There, a beautiful tea was presented to the 
gathered company. The platform looked. 
well. Mr. Geo. Pung, the intelligent pastor, 
was in the centre, conducting the public 
meeting. On bis ril(ht sat E. Langford, as 
sternly studious as Dr. Gill would be ; next 
to him were H. Hall, R. A. Lawrence, 
Thomas Stringer, and R. G. Edwards. On 
the chairman's left were R. C. Bar«lens, C. 
Cornwell, N. Oakey, and C. W. Banks .. 
All took part in the service. We saw, also, . 
that intellectual brother, Mr. Adams, of 
Peckham, some of the Fowler's from Bow, 
and" The London Sparrow." A report of' 
this Norwood congress of investigation is 
faithfully promised. 

RICHMOND.-Beloved Brother Banks: 
I was favoured to baptise two believers at 
Rehobotb on the 17th of August. We had a 
good meetinl(, the presence of Zion's King 
was realised in the solemn ordinance, and, by 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, the truth of 
the ordinance was abundantly confirmed. I 
hope these are signs of better days. in store 
for Rehobotb. Some others are desirous to 
come forward soon, so that we shall have to 
open the baptistry again shortly. These things 
are a comfort to my mind, for it is a proof 
that my ministry at Richmond has been, by 
the power of the Holy Ghost, the means of 
the con version of sinners, as well as a conso
lation to the Church. I hope you will go on 
joyfully in your Master's work. 

So prays your Brother in Jesus, 
WM, J. GOODING, 

WALTHAMSTOW. 
Second anniversary of lorma tion of the 

Church was celebrated on Tuesday, Au~ust 
22nd, 1876. In the afternoon Mr. Haze1ton 
r,reached a soul-satisfying sermon from 
'How excellent is Thy loving-kindness, 0 · 

God, therefore the children of men put their 
trust under the shadow of Thy wings.'' After 
tea, a member of Mr. Hazleton's Church 
presided in the absence of the late C. Spencer, 
who was announced to preside, but the Lora 
had taken him home. W. Beddow prayed. 
The chairman spoke sympathising words on 
the loss sustained by the wife and family, and 
also the Church, in the departure of brother 
Spencer. Mr. D. Gander encouraged us 
from the words, " I will be with you." 

Mr. Woodward, on the words," Our Lord 
Jesus Christ," was well heard. A report by 
Mr. Smith sbewed the members were dwell
ing together in peace and unity. Some had 
been added during the year. Mr. Lawrence 
threw out sweet though t.s from the wordst 
"Ye are my witnesses saith the Lord, ana 
my servant whom I ha~e chosen." 

The collection amounted to £G. Mr. 
Archer's text was, "My beloved is white and· 
ruddy"; Mr. Hughes's, "The Rock of my 
salvation." Prayer by the chairman closed 
the service. W. B. 
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A USEFUL WIFE; 
A PRAYING MOTHER; A WORKING 

CHRISTIAN. 
MEMOIR OF THE LATE MRS. HARNDEN' 

IV/to fell asleep in Jesus July 22, 1876. 

OUR beloved sMer was a native of Lympston, 
Devon, and when about eighteen years of 
age was first impressed as to the condition of 
her soul, under the preaching of a Wesleyan 
minister. Her anxiety deepened, and con
tinued for some years. She came to London 
when about twenty-one years of age. A 
few months after arriving in London she 
was married-viz., in the year 1823-and 
occasionally attended the ministry of Mr. 
Luckin, ol Clerkenwell. Here the doctrines 
of grace were more clearly set before her; 
her mind more enlightened as to the covenant 
of grace. After the death of her first 
husband, on one occasion she went to Snow
fields, expecting to hear Mr. Silver, instead 
of which Mr. George Francis preached. The 
Word was blessed to the setting her soul at 
liberty by the freedom wherewith Christ sets 
His people free. She was baptized by Mr. 
Francis in the year 1833 (forty-three years 
ago), and under whose ministry her soul 
became enriched by Divine Truth, while she 
rejoiced in full assurance of faith. She con
tinued her membership at Snow-fields for 
two years after Mr. Francis died. In the year 
1833 she was married to Mr. Joseph Harnden. 

After the death of Mr. George Francis, 
they became members of Union Chapel, Cum
berland-street, Shoreditch, under the minis
try of Mr. Charles Smith, where the Word 
was still blessed as food to her soul. 

This Church afterwards amalgamated with 
the Church worshipping at Providence 
chapel, Shoreditch, under the care of Mr. 
Charles Smith, and subsequently that of 
John Russell. She took an active part in 
many departments of Christian labour con
nected with the Church, and was greatly 
beloved by the friends there. She was 
liberal-minded, and, while her views of the 
doctrines of grace were clear and scriptural, 
she was devoid of bigotry, and ever confided 
in the allwise care and providence ol her 
gracious God. 

In the year 1861 the committee of the 
Aged Pilg·rims' Asylum, at Camberwell, 
required a warden and wardenness, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Harnden were duly elected. They 
then joined the Church at Rye-lane, under 
the charge of Mr. G. Moyle, where our 
beloved sister continued a consistent and 
useful member, and communed with the 
Lord's people there up to the month during 
which she departed this life. 

As a wife, her husband testifies to her 
character as a beloved companion and true 
help-meet ; and in her he tound a friend to 
aid and console him, directing his mind ever 
to the Source of nil consolation, and to which, 
in her absence, may his soul now flee! 

As a mother, all her children unite in saying, 
her conce1•n for their spiritual welfare was as 
intense as her anxiety that they should avoid 
all ties which would draw them from associ
ation with God's people; and for this her 

prayers were continually offered up, that all 
of them might be found with them numbered. 

As a Christian friend, many can now testify 
who have known her during the whole of 
her Christian life; and the tender regard she 
paid to the aged inmates of the Asylum 
during fifteen years, is felt by them as a 
great blessing not soon to be renewed. 

She enjoyed the means of grace up to the 
last Sabbath, and gently passed away July 
22nd, 1876, in the seventy-fifth year of her 
age. 

Respecting the last hours of her life 
nothing can be said, as she was in a state of 
insensibility, but it is remembered that on 
July 15th ( the last Saturday - evening 
service she attended), in conversation 
with one of the inmates, she said she had 
not the slightest doubt of her interest in 
Christ, and thought it very dishonouring 
in the Lord's people to doubt the faithful
ness of so loving a God. 

She was interred at N unhead Cemetery 
on Wednesday, July 26th, a large number 
of persons being present. Ou Sunday, Aug. 
6th, the funeral sermon was preached at the 
Aged Pilgrims' Asylum, by Mr. Alderson, 
of East-street, Wal worth, to a very large 
congregation, in the absence of Mr. Moyle, 
who was away from home. The text was 
from Revelation xiv. 13. 

11 Asleep in Jesus! peaceful rest! 
Whose waking is supremely blest; 
No fear, no woe, shall dim that hour 
That manifests the Saviour's power." 

SOUTH HACKNEY SYMPATHETIC 
SOCIETY. 

BROTHER WINTERS has favoured us with 
a neat report of the meeting on behalf of 
the above enterprise, which we reserve for 
November Cheering Words, as our excellent 
" London Sparrow" had furnished the follow
ing brief review of one of the sweetest 
Christian g·atherings we everattended. 

Monday, September 11, 1876, the first 
anniversary of the Sympathetic Society, in 
connection with Speldhurst-road chapel, was 
the occasion for an afternoon sermon by T. J. 
Messer, who kindly (at a few minutes' 
notice) supplied the place of Mr. John 
Vaughan, who had promise,! to preach on 
behalf of the above juvenile enterprise, but 
was prevented b.v illness. 

A meeting in the evening, presided over by 
the pastor, C. W. Banks, supported by a full 
bench of brethren in the ministry; the object 
being to bring this healthy infant-institution 
into publicity in the neighbourhood ; to hear 
a report of the work done among the poor, 
aged, and afflicted; its financial position ; 
and to urge its pressing claims for help by 
donations, or monthly subscriptions ol any 
sum not less than sixpence. The meeting 
was well attended. Brother Oakey opened 
with prayer. After a few remarks by the 
chairman, brother Jonathan Ezra Elsey was 
called upon to read the report as drawn up by 
the secretary, Mrs. Toms. 

Although the figures in the financial 
account were modest, yet, considering tile 
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facts that the society has only completed its rounded by Papists and Infidels, and, feeling 
firs\ year, that tbe <'Riise which originated it her position, saw the necessity of personally 
is small, and the majority of members only avowing the Saviour and her devotion to 
a hie to assist with their time, and labour, and His cause. This passage being applied to her, 
•mall sums, we think it. has done well, and1 " Seekest thou great things for thyself? seek 
with the fresh impetus given by the kina them not," she gladdened the heart of a friend 
speeches of the brethren present, will do much at Peterborough, by writing to him, stating 
better in the year on which it hasjuststarted. what God had done for her soul, and her re
In addition to the subscriptions received solve. 
durinir the twelve months (about £10) must The other is the widow of the late godly and 
be added t.he time and labour of the band of excellent Richard Sturton; he always con
sisters who meet monthly in the schoolroom sidered her a believer, and whennenr departing 
to convert the material into useful articles of made an earnest appeal to her relative to her 
clothing. faith in Christ, and received an answer which 

Brothers Edwards and Griffith, in suit- occasioned him much gladness. Truly " thP. 
ahle speeches, replete with anecdotes per- memory of the just is blessed." His partner 
tinent to the subj,,ct, moved and seconded the was constrained to follow the Lord as he followed 
adoption of the report. Him; and youths who went into his employ-

Brother Young, in a sincere, loving ment, strangers to God and godliness, and op
speech, advocated the claims of the society posed to the truth, for whose souls he cared, 
on the audience, and made a warm appeal have, since his decease, avowed themselves as 
tor a liheral collection. followers of the Lord, and some have been 

Brother Messer moved a vote of tbanlcs to baptized in His name. Truly the Lord's 
the ladies, officers, and members of the work goes on. His kingdom does come; and 
society. He was glad the work was not it will come, whatever complainers may 
commenced in a sectarian spirit; that the write and say to the contrary. 
benefits were to extend outside the denomina- We would here make some closing re
tion ; and, at the close of his warm and marks. We feel how sad and injurious it is to 
interesting speech, made an earnest appeal check the progress of a young believer. 
to all to work in the irood cause. Where is so safe a place as fellowship and 

Brother Winters, in seconding the vote, communion with a Gospel Church, to closely 
said it was with joy and delight that be I follow Christ? Indeed, it is much better to 
l1ailed this movement, especially at the receive them in their first love, when the 
present time, when their body was so much heart is warm, than to wait until the soul 
stigmatised as do-nothings. He was happy becomes barren or contentious. We also 
to belong to it. notice that an account given. to a friend or 

Brother Austin followed, expressing his relative privately may seem small, but, when 
pleasure at the charitable movement, es- the soul openly states it, may seem (to im
pecially as emanating from the Strict partial witnesses) to be rather a great or 
Baptists-a denomination which some think remarkable experience. Oh ! that the Lor!I 
will die out. The Strict Baptists have use- would grant a great outpouring of His 
ful societies in connection with their body- Spirit, tliat many more may be added unto 
the Aged Pilgrims' and some others-but the Churches ! 
there were none in bis estimation like the 
Speldhurst-road Sympathetic Society. 

The chairman then brought a very pleasant 
meeting to a close by giving out

" All bail the power of Jesu'a name!" 

and prayer. 

A BLESSED TESTIMONY. 
BAPTIST TABERNACLE, PETERBOR0', 

Tuesday, August 8th, two sisters were 
baptized here by Mr. Kitchen, whose parents 
and near relatives lived and died in fellow
ship with the Church of the late esteemed 
Mr. Philpot at Oakbam, and they sat under 
his ministry from childhood. The younger 
was the su hject ol deep, heart-felt convic
tions from early youth ; which, although 
for a time they seemed to lose their sharp
ness, vet there was an abiding remembrance 
of them, and the convi(ltions kept returning. 
Some years since, having had blessings, and 
believing in God, she mentioned to some 
friends lier desire to follow the Lord in His 
ordinances, but was recommended to wait 
for deeper blessings; she did "°: Some 
months since, Providence seemed to direct her 
steps to Paris, where a career of usefulness 
opened for her. Here she found herself aur-

'' My soul shall pray for Zion still, 
While life or breath remains; 

There my best friends, my kindred dwell, 
There, God my Saviour reigns." 

PIMLICO.-DEAR MR. EDITOR,-For 
the information of your readers, will you 
have the goodness to insert iu your next 
month's VESSEL that Carmel Chapel, West
bourne-street, Pimlico, is again without a 
pastor. Our brother Ward has resigned his 
pastorate over us ; not necessarily or com
pulsorily, as the majority of the Church 
were in our brother's favour at two suc
cessive Church-meetings-one by a show of 
bands, and the other by voting-papers. The 
cause of the unpleasantness having arisen 
with some few of the members, which many 
regret for the Truth's sake, he has there
fore left the Church with the best of feel
ings and desires on our behalf. We had 
hoped that our brother would have be_en 
with us for manv years to come; but cir
cumstances occur over which we have no 
control. But all things are known to Him 
who worketh all things after the council of 
His own will. We wish our brother God's 
speed. Yours in Gospel bonds, 

FRANCIS FAIRHEAD. 
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KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 
PROVIDBNCE. 

We held anniversary services September 
4th, being the thirty .second year that we have 
been upheld in the truth as it is in Jesus. 
We had good company of ChriRlian friends. 
Brother Smithers opened the service in alter
noon by the hymn, " If unto Jesus thou art 
bound." Brother Anderson \\"ave excellent 
sermon from "The Lord is mgh unto them 
that are of a broken heart, and saveth such 
as be of a contrite spirit." He shewed the 
Figns of a broken heart-there is sorrow for 
sin, a crying unto God, a desire to be saved 
by Him ; and the Lord is nigh unto such, 
although they may think He is fat· from them 
and will not bear their cry. We heard many of 
the elders in Israel say "That is one of the 
right sort." Tea was provided; all appeared 
happy. At evening service brother Kem 
gave a very encouraging sermon from these 
words, "A bruised reed shall He not break ; 
the smoking flax shall He not quench; He 
shall bring forth judgment unto truth." He 
spoke of the Person referred to-" He," the 
Lord JesusChrist; then the characteristics of 
a reed-weak, frail, and in itself of D'l value; 
yet He will not suffer one of these little ones 
to perish, although they may be so weak and 
frail that they feel themselves to be indeed of 
no more value than a bruised reed or a 
smoking flax, ready to go out at every puff of 
wind; yet to these poor, weak, trembling ones, 
Christ has said in His most holy Word, 
You shall not be broken ; for, al
thouir_h you are weak, I am strong and able 
to deliver unto the utmost all that come unto 
God by Me. We bad a crowded gathering. 
We are very thankful to God for His 
mercy towards us; with heartfelt thanks to 
Him for all favours, both spiritual and tem
poral, we adore an~ praise the Lord. 

ONE WHO WAS THERE. 

WINDOR.-PROPOSED NEW CHAPEL. 
Dear Mr. Editor : It does one's heart 
good to hear of the prosperity of Zion, and of 
the lengthening of her cords, and the people 
of God being moved to build &. 
house for God. It shows that there 
is some little life in their souls ; and the 
last note sounded in your VESSEL for 
September, by the"Visitor to Windsor," seems 
as if they hope soon to be up and at work to 
build. But he says," Youknowhowthemoney 
is withholden-will not the elders of the 
Church see to this matter?" I cannot see 
what the Churches have to do with this 
matter; it is the Church at Windsor must 
see to this-it is in their own hands. There is 
£90 of money left for the building of a chapel 
at Windsor, still laying at Staines Bank, 
which they can have at a minute's notice, 
when they have the spirit of n N ehemiab to 
build a house for God on Strict Baptist 
principle!!, holding free sovereign grace and 
strict communion. Now this is very impor
tant-that these principles shall be adb~red to, 
and the deeds made out on these very impor
tant principles. When this is done, an~ the 
building up, and all the money paid to bmlder 

except the aforesaid .£90, then they can raise 
the money and complete their house of God. 
Then they will have the pleasure of seeing the
building paid for. I have authority to say 
these are the conditions. The .£90 and interest 
is still laying at Messrs. Skidmoor and 
Ashly's bank at Staines, and any one wishing 
to know the fact can go there and see for 
themselves. I do hope the blessed Spirit of 
God will move the dear people at Windsor to 
be up and doing at once. For the satisfaction 
of many friends, you will oblige by insert
ing this in your next issue. 

Yours, in the love of a precious Christ, 
G. WELLS. 

7, Church-street, West End, Alrlersbot. 
[This note makes straight what to us 

appeared so crooked. We pray the Lord to 
enable the Windsor friends to arise and build. 
-En.] 

FOLKESTONE, KENT. 
Dear Mr. Editor,-Having, by the provi

dence of God, been spared a few days at 
Folkestone, we found our way to that little 
Bethel where our good brother Denmee 
preaches. The first 8abbatb-day in August, 
we heard our good brother very well in the 
~orning, from_ Hebrews ix. I, as a poor 
smner, can testify to the goodness and mercies 
of God; it was a very precious time indeed to 
our poor souls; it was savoury meat indeed to 
us, and we found it good to be there. We, 
and a few more of our London friends 
communed with the people at the supper of 
the Lord, and found the presence of the g-reat 
Head of tlte Church with us, saying in the 
sweet whispers of His grace, " Eat, O friends ; 
yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved." On 
Wednesday we spent an hour with a few 
friends at the prayer-meeting; found the 
promises of our heavenly Father to be true, 
"Where two or three are met together in 
My name, there am I in the midst, and that 
to bless." It was a prayer-meeting indeed. 
Our brother Denmee is a deep-taught man 
of God. He has been led in to deep soul
trouble, and the Lord has led him into the 
deep mysteries of His Divine Word; be has 
indeed been well taught in the school of his 
Divine Master, and knows bow to go down 
and lift up the poor sinner in his soul trou\JJe, 
and carry him on the wings of faith and love 
to rejoice in the finished and atoning work of 
Christ. Our prayer is, that our covenant 
God may still lead him into the Divine 
mysteries of His holy Word, that he mi~ht 
dig deep into the Gospel mines and bring 
forth things new and old out of His treasury. 
This little Bethel is too small for him, and we 
hope the Lord will soon appear for the friends 
here, so that Folkes tone may find a larger 
sanctuary. ,v e were led to hear him again on the 
second Sabbath in August, and heard him 
most blessedly from Lamentations iii. 18, 
and spent one of the most pleasant and happy 
days we have had for many years with the 
friends of that good lady Mrs. Stace. 

J. GRUIT. 



822 THE EAB.THEN VESSEL 

JABEZ WHITTERIDGE, SAMUEL 
FOSTER, AND OTHERS. 

Dear Friend,-! went a short time since, 
when I was for a week with part ol my 
family at Ramsgate, to see Mr. Samuel 
Foster, the bedridden Christian whom I had 
Jon!\· read ol. I have been disappointed in 
not going to see (in the flesh) some good 
people of God-deferring it until it has been 
too late, for they ha,•e gone home. One was the 
late man ol God, Mr. Philpot. I did see 
George Abrahams. When I entered Mr. 
Foster's apartment I told him my name; he 
said, " Dear old friend Mr. Barnes, oldest 
member of Faversham, had been to see him 
yesterday. He and I were talking of you, 
Mr. Whitteridge." I was pleased and pro
fited by what he told me of his history and 
experience. He asked me to tell you I had 
visited him. One thing he told me was, that 
some slandered him, and had done him harm. 
I said, " You are on a bed of affliction and 
cannot go about to do harm to any person; 
but for them to do so, to me is no surprise." 
Tr~·ing to preach God's sovereign grace, when 
I first began many years ago to prattle a 
little, I complained to dear Mr. R. Minton, 
sen. I said, before I had a good name; now, 
for no other crime than preaching the sover
eign grace of God, they shot at me. 
Dear Minton said "What can you expect 
if you take the front of the be.ttle? They 
always try and shoot down the captain first.'' 

I went next over to Margate, to see the 
brethren there; it was prayer meeting, and 
I wanted to see the new place, and new 
minister. An aged, white-headed man came 
and a~ked who I was and where I came from, 
I said "You want to know too much; I know 
yon-your name is Mr. Samuel Jones." He 
beat about until at last he said" Is your name 
J abez Whitteridge ?" And a, you know the 
doctrines I hold, I was obliged to confess he 
had not to guess again; so I could not be hid, 
not because there was a crowd. He said, 
"Here, wewantyou up here to pray"; so, as I 
had mercies to thank the Lord for, and still 
wanted more, I complied, and felt I could 
not help praving for the prosperity of truth 
in that place, and all who loved it and upheld 
and proclaimed it. And so the minister, 
Mr. Wise, and I had heard of each other, 
and then saw each other, and wished each 
other God-speed, and I met a few who I had 
stood in Church fellowship with very many 
years ago.-Yours in the truth, 

J. WHITTERIDGE. 

YEOVIL. - PRESTON-ROAD - Mr. 
BA1<Ks,-SrR: As a roinister of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we cannot think you would in 
an:v way, knowingly, encourage any one 
aiming to sow discord among brethren. The 
rema1·ks in your September number, headed 
"Yeovil " bas much grieved us. Our greatly
loved a:1d respected minister, Mr. Varder, 
has preached among us over •ix years, and 
as our statkd miuister six years, if spared to 
tile sixth of next month. And to the Jot of 
hut fev,, of the Lord's ,;,ervants in the present 
age has it ta.lien that, after so long a period, 
their ministry should have the same freshness 

and Divine life, power, unction, and dew, 
a liviDJ\' spriog, whose waters are as refresh~ 
ing now ns the first flow in the first sermons 
which he preached among us. So that 
instead of finding" it really does one good to 
have a change "-without the slightest re
flection on any minister sent among us
perhaps, among the whole congregation, 
there would not be found more than two to 
subscribe to that assertion-the writer and 
his simple friend. Had we sufficient to sup
port our dear minister and his long family 
we are fully satisfied with his preaching th~ 
"grand old story," without being obliged to 
have a change. We love every faithful 
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, and are 
most willing to hold their hands up, and at 
any time to receive the message of their 
blessed master, and to bid them "God speed"; 
hut be it our privilege also, so far as we are 
able, to prove our disapprobation of any 
covert envy against one we so much love 
and e.steem for the truth s~ke. It is to he 
feared, if the writer has been "carried down 
to the valley full of dry bones " that he has 
continued too long there. If 1tis the Lord's 
will to bring him up out of it, it is hoped the 
Spirit of God will breathe a more profitable 
subject into his heart than a sideling thrust 
to injure the mind of a servant ol Christ. 
Your's for the truth sake, JOHN BARBER, 

CLAPHAM- WIRTEMBURG-STRBET. 
Harvest Thanksgiving. On September 18, 
we had large gathering at" Ebenezer," to 
celebrate the goodness of the Lord in the 
plentiful harvest. Mr. Crowther preached 
from John vi. 63. After tea, a public meet
ing was held. Mr. Crowther presided, and 
spoke of the bountiful harvest, notwithstand
ing the short spring and trying weather at 
the beginning of the year ; teaching us the 
lesson that God can and will work according 
to His own plan; am! all things are in His 
hands. Mr. Winters gave an eloquent ad
dress. He said near this spot the Lord had 
set him at liberty; this was one reason why 
he was glad to he present. He spoke of the 
joy it afforded him to be permitted to pro
claim the old-fashioned truths of the Gospel, 
although it might be on the unpopular side. 
He concluded by reading a beautiful produc
tion of his own, entitled," Harvest Home: in 
commemoration of the Harvest Thanksgiving 
atEbenezerChapel,Clapham." We give only 
two verses:-

" Ye harvest men who labour ,, 
In the field of Gospel light, 

And on the mount and valley, 
With the harvest-home In sight I 

Though ye toll betimes In fe,ters, 
While the ground I• bard and dry; 

Yet the fallow clods are broken, 
For the Husbandman Is nigh." 

Mr. Holden gave an address on "Fellow
ship;" Mr. Meeresand Mr. Bennett followed, 
and Mr. Thomas Carr delivered an excellent 
address on "Christ the First-fruits, and the 
Ingatherer." Messrs. H. Hall (the pastor)1 
A. Hall, Bardens, Battson, Norton, and 
others were present. 
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THE LATE MRS. COOMB. I Brown, of Sudbury, followed with some 
On Sundny evening, September 17th, in weighty remarks; and, after a sweet hymn 

'Soho Chnpel,Oxford-street, Mr. Box preached ! had been s11ng, Mr. R. Wigley, of Colchester, 
a funeral sermon for Mrs. Coomb, relict of gave some good advice to those who were 

-'George Coomb, many years pastor of the Soho interested in the welfare of the cause. Mr. 
Church. The words selected for the text Page, of Cavendish, dwelt with great ability 
were taken from 2 Cor. v. 6, from which an on the blessings of God providentially, and 
excellent sermon was preached. Mr. Box His dinguishlng mercy to those whom He 
,paid a fitting tribute to the deceased. He had chosen and set apart. Mr. F. Waterman, 
·said their late departed sister was a woman of Colchester, addressed us upon our entire 
of wonderful parts: her attainments were dependence upon the Lord, illustrating his 
,many. So far as spiritual things were con- subject from the growth of wheat; if He who 

, cerned, she was not a superficial person; she raised the blade had left it there, we could 
did not look at matters on the mere surface, not make it form the ear. If at the ear, we 
but peered deeply into them; hence she was could not place the corn therein. He con
not troubled with manv doubts and fears. eluded with some solemn remarks to the un

.She looked out of her grand eyes when the godly, warning them as to what was in 
things of God were spoken of, and though at reserve, unless Divine grace rescued them. 
the last she was troubled with some deafness, Mr. Hall followed with some seasonable re

-which prevented her communicating with marks. Mr. Brown, ol Colchester, addressed 
some persons, yet she always heard what he the young present. This hrought our meet

·.(the preacher) said, and at the close of his ing to a close; and we left refreshed and en
prayers1 uttered a hearty "Amen." The couraged by the remarks of the brethren who 
enemy Kept at a distance from her. She had addressed us. We are withc,ut a pastor, but 
a strong faith, which was sustained to the Mr. Seaborn has supplied our pulpit accept-
last, and her anticipations were great. She ably for some months. D. COPSEY. 
knew God, and the Holy Spirit was her 

· Comforter. She adored God as well as loved 
Him. The Church at Soho Chapel had her 
warmest affections, and, although living at 
too great a distance to be often there to 
worship, yet she never forgot them. Her 
latter days were sweetened; they were days 

-of calm and brightness. She said very 
little at the last. The swift messenger 
came and took her away. Taken ill at a very 
early hour in the morning, her kind relatives 
were called, but ere long she fell asleep 
without much pain. 

Mr. Box stated that Catherine Ann Coomb, 
in her first husband's time, attended the 
-ministrations of Samuel Eyles Pearce; he, 
however, changing his views on tile com
•munion question, she, with her husband, left 
his ministry, and attended some chapel near 
tthere. On one occasion she asked her 
husband what was meant by grace, and he 
·having been able to unfold sovereign grace, 
she was enabled to grasp fully, and to rejoice 
tin Jesus Christ as her Saviour. She returned 
·to Soho Chapel, and was then the wife of its 
,pastor, George Coomb, to whom she was a 
source of happiness and consolation. 

Mr. Box furthe~ stated that every one who 
!knew Mrs. Coomb, loved her. Her relations 
with whom she lived were very, very fond of 
her. Mrs. Coomb had reached the "four
-core" when she departed. 

The whole service was very impressive. 

G L E M S F O R D. - PROVIDENCE 
-CHAPEL,-The anniversary services were 
\held on Sunday, September 10th, waen three 
·11ermons were preached by Mr. A. Hall, of 
London. On Monday, the 11th, a public 
meeting was ,,eld in the evening, Mr. G. 
Sidborn occupying the chair on the occasion, 
who ( after a few remarks) called upon 
Mr. Baker (minister of the old chapel) to 
-address the meeting, which he did at some 
length, sounding the key-note for the even
ing-a single eye to the glory of God. Mr. 

GUEAT YARMOUTH.-YORK-ROAD 
BAPTIST CHAPEL.-Our anniversary was 
Lord's day, August 20th. Brother Brand 
preached to large congregations. Following 
Wednesday W. Crowther, Esq, delivered a 
Gospel sermon. Tea was supplied to many 
friends. Over public meeting brother 
Crowther !'resided. Addresses by brethren 
Brand, Bland, Tooke, and our beloved pastor, 
Mr. F. S. Revnolds. The financial report 
was read, and well-timed remarks were made 
by our esteemed brotherBeach, ofChelmsford. 
Mr. Crowther on Luke xxii. 36, came season
ably ; then, in sympathy with us in treeing 
this place from debt, he presented us with a 
donation of £10. We pray that our brother's 
good example may be followed by many who 
have love for the cause of God, and desire its 
prosperity. Subscriptions collected in the 
past year, with the amount received on 
these two days, amounted to £81 lls. The 
presrnce of our Lord was enjoyed. After His 
blessing had been earnestly sought by our 
chairman, one of the most pleasant and pro
fitable meetings was brought to a close. 

E. PITT0CK, G. KIEVIL, Deacons. 

BECCLES.-In our Martyrs' Memorial 
Chapel, erected in the time of the ancient, 
but beloved George Wright, we have been 
favoured to hold special and joyou, services 
of thanksgiving to our faithful Creator, our 
Almighty God, our adorable Saviour, and 
blessed Comforter, for the bounteous supply 
of food given and gathered in. Mr. W. E. 
Edgerton, from Reading, came and preached 
the sermons, September 10th. On the Mon
day a ten and public assembly took place in 
the same chapel. Our friends S. K. Bland, 
Jackson, Knight, and Edgerton spoke to us on 
the occasion. What changes here, alas ! 
we have been called to witness. [The 
" Spelling Bees" in verse, must wait until 
we can render them pleasant to put together.] 
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STRICT BAPTIST INQUIRY.-Dear 
brother Banks: Will you, or one of your able 
correspondents, shew upon what principles 
the people of God, either private Christians 
or itinerant preachers, who have been bap
tized. can be out of Church membership five, 
ten or twenty years, and yet be allowed to 
avail themselves of privileges of the Church, 
such as the ordinance of the Lord's supper, 
&c., vet ignore its cares, amdeties re
proaches, and responsibilities? The Word 
enjoins " to weep with those who weep, as 
well as to rejoice with tbose who rejoice." 
" Weeping, in the Church sense, may endure 
for a night, butjoy cometh in the morning." 
Is it any wonder that so many stand aloof 
when the ministers themselves are not tho
roughly free to enforce and enjoin conformity? 

Stratford. T. F. 

WALTHAMSTOW.-ZION BAPTIST 
CHAPEL MAYNARD-ROA o,-The second an
niversary of the formation of the Church was 
held on Tuesday, August 22nd. A sermon 
was preached in the afternoon by Mr. Hazle
ton from Psa. xxxvii. 6, " How excellent 
is Thy Jo,-ing-kindness." After the service, 
a good number took tea. At 6.30 a public 
meeting was held. Our recently deceased 
brother, C. Spencei:, had promised to P;e
side • Mr. Newbv kmdly and ably occupied 
the ~hRir. Mr. ·Beddow implored the Divine 
blessing and addresses were given by Messrs. 
Gander' Woodard, Lawrence, Archer, and 
Hughe~. Collections amounted to £6. ');wo 
years have rolled their eventful round smce 
we joiaed band in hand as a Church, to meet 
together and wal~ together in Gospel 
union for mutual ed1ficat1on and the glory 
of God. We have had our trials, our fears, 
and our discouragements; but the good 
Shepherd has preserved the fold, Omnipo~nce 
has been our shield, the Gospel has been fruth
tully and fully proclai~ed. The Ch1;1rch and 
congregation are meeting_ together m peace 
and unity. During the time ?Ur (?h1;1rch has 
increased, and our congregation is mcrelll!
ing also. We have great cause !or grati
tude to God, who doeth all thmgs well. 
Blessed be His name ! E. S. 

KINGS CROSS.-Ebenezer Bapt~t 
Chapel, Caledonian-road, was opened Lord s 
day, September 3rd. Three sermo~s were 
preached-morning, by VI'.'· White, . the 
minister; afternoon, T. Stringer; evenmg, 
E. Beazley. On Monday afternoon a goodly 
number ol friends met. Mr. Inwar_<!9 read 
and commented upon Psalm xxvn. and 
prayed. C. W. Banks g-ave us a. good '!8r
mon showing the dark and bnght sides 
faithfully from Nahum i.15_: "Bebo)~ upon 
the mountains, the feet of _him that br1ngeth 
g-ood tidings, that pubhsheth peace. 0 
Judah keep thy solemn leasts, perform thy 
vows,/ &.c. Tea was served to double the 
number expected. Mr. Ja~s Lee, of ~ow, 
preoided over evening meetmg. After •mg
ing addresses were delivered by brethren 
Co;nwell, C. W. Banks, Beazley, a!'W 
Oakev. ColleP.tion was started by the c~air
man giving £,2 2s., and 10s. from a friend. 

Further speeches were given by Meaara. 
Perrett, Beddow, Hill, and Lee. The 
chairman interspersed the speeches with 
suitable remarks. The chapel was com-
pletely tilled. W, B. 

FOREST OF DEAN, CHAPEL-HOUBB, 
CINDERFORD.-At annlversll!'y, August 
6th and 7th, Mr. P. Weaver spoke freely of 
the love of God to sinners, and of its con
straining influence over those who are made 
to feel their need of salvation by a precious 
Christ. It was well for us at Cinderford. The 
word spoken was enjoyed. We had the best 
company we ever had since it has been a 
place of worship; the people gave willingly, 
collections amounting to £10. We are all 
poor, trade is very slack, and we wonder at 
the Lord's dealings with us on this occasion. 
We desire to be grateful to our God! We 
can praise Him ! If you can help us to 
dear off the debt on the chapel, it will be 
thankfully received, for His name's sake. 

WILLIAM HARRIS. 

RIPLEY, SURREY .-Correspondent says, 
nineteenth anniversary of Baptist Church 
was commemorated Wednesday, September 
13th. Sermons preached by Mr. Bar
dens, of Hayes, were much enjoyed by the 
Lord's people. Mr. Bardens is a sweet 
preaeher of the Gospel. We had the pre
sence of the Lord, which sweetens every 
care ; a comfortable cup of tea; !fiends ap
peared happy. The Church here has been 
struggling on several years ; is still kept in 
peace and love. May our beloved pastor, 
C. Turner, be spared many years to J>reach 
the Gospel for the comfort of the Lord's 
people, foi· the honour of His rrecious name, 
and for the calling in of some o the ransomed, 
So prays 

ONE WHO LOVEii THE GOSPEL, 

PEN.-BEACON HILL, Bucx:s.-We 
had we hope, the Lord's blessing, August 
27th. Brother George White preached ~ us. 
Onr a~ed and afflicted pastor, J. P. Miller, 
was with us. Onr Church has existed here 
on this high hill, over seventy years. Brother 
Miller has been labouring here nearly forty 
years ; and we love him for his works' sake, 
and for his Christian-walk sake as well. But 
we now want help to repair our vestries, 
chapel, &c. 

(We hope to see the want well supplied.] 

JPSWICH.-At a Church meeting on 
June 26th, Mr. Poock irave in his resigna
tion which was accepted. The Church de
citied to allow him the house to live in free, 
which is worth £30 per annum. This _was 
confirmed at a subsequent Church meeting, 
held July 31st. Mr. P. is able to get to 
chapel often attending three services on a 
Lord's:day. Death is still at work. We 
have recently lost two members, Mr. Ben
stead and Mr. Cox; also Mr. Riches, who 
has attended a long tim~, and who once be
longed to Zoar. 



0 R, PREPARATION FOR THE REST. 

BY R. A. LAWRENCE. 

" In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the 
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre."-Matthew 
x.xviii. I. 

I WANT this evening, with the help of God, to call your attention to 
a risen Jesus, but I wish to do so in connection with the wording ofmy 

text, which you will observe is peculiar, and calls for our close attention. 
Icannot conceive that God the Holy Ghost has connected the record of our 
Saviour:s resurrection with the end of the Sahbath, and the dawning of 
the first day of the week, without designing our instruction by so doing. 
With our eyes then to the bills whence all Divine teaching comes, let ns 
look at our text in this way :-First, the Sabbath, and the End of it; 
second, the First Day of the week, and what Dawned with i't; and third, 
the two Marys and their errand. 

I. THE SABBATH, AND THE END OF IT. It will occur to every 
thinking mind that before looking at the end of a thing, it is as well to 
look at the thing itself, and the beginning of it. Our text speaks of the 
end of the Sabbath, and, before looking at the end of it, like wise men, 
let us look at the Sabbath itself, and the beginning of it. 

The first record the inspired volume gives ns of the Sabbath and 
Sabbath-keeping is in Genesis ii. 3, where not only is the day instituted, 
but Jehovah is seen as keeping it. Creation's work was finished-God, 
viewing the vast universe as called into being by the word of His power, 
and seeing beauty and perfection stamped upon every line and feature of 
it, could pronounce it "very good" ; and, thns finding delight in the 
work of His own hands, could rest in its completeness and perfection : 
and so the very name of the day (Sabbath) is the Hebrew word for Rest. 
God then rested on the Sabbath-day, and I had almost said only on thz's 
one, for you may search your Bibles through, but nowhere will you read 
of Jehovah's keeping another Sabbath, at any rate not after sin had 
entered, and marred the beauty of His creation. God can only rest in 
perfection and completeness; and so, after the advent of sin, there was 
no more Sabbath-keeping on Jehovah's part. 

Let us now see how sweetly Christ, in redemption's work, answers to 
the Sabbath, and light will at once be thrown on all the typical teach
ings of the Sabbath-day. "It is is finished!'' were His dying words at 
Calvary ; and as completeness and perfection are now beheld for the 
second time, Jehovah can again rest. . . 

Hence, not only does there remain a Rest ( or Sabbath-keepmg) for the 
people of God, but God Himself' can again rest in the finished work of 
redemption and even say concerning it, "This is My Rest for ever, here 
will I dwell', for I have desired it." And again, if I turn to the twenty
fifth chapter of Isaiah, tenth verse, I read, " In this mountain (Mount 
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Calnry) shall t.he hand of the Lord rest." Ah, friends, that hand 
carried the rod of wrath and the sword of ,Justice ; and that hand could 
not rest in the use of either of these weapons until both had spent their 
fnll force on the person of Immanuel. 

Again, notice that man was created before the Sabbath, but the 
woman after it. A word to the wise is enough; and viewing Adam as 
a type of Christ, we can surely gather this lesson from the fact-that 
Jesus had a being before redemption's work was accomplished (or the 
Sabbath's antitype was brought in), but before this antitypical Sabbath 
(or apart.from it, which is the same thing) the Church (or woman) could 
have no seµarate (or manifest) existence. That the woman was made 
IK the ma11 I know, ~nd Genesis v. 2, teaches this lesson very sweetly, 
yet (paradox though 1t may seem), God rested in the completeness of 
creation's work, and pronounced it all good, before that completeness 
was manifested in the formation of the woman. 

One more lesson from this first Sabbath-day, and we will pass on. 
When the Lord created the man, He breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and man became a living soul ; but nowhere do you read 
of His breathing into the woman's nostrils the breath of ]if£, and yet she 
gets life after the Sabbath. We surel.v mnst see in this, greater and 
deeper teaching, God's people were in Christ Jesus before the founda
tion of the world, and hence long before the introduction of the anti
typical Sabbath at Calvary. Moreover, they had life in Jesus long before 
they existed in time, and consequently long before the introduction of 
the antitypical Sabbath at Calvary, and after this Sabbath (or through it) 
they are made recipients of this life, and called, or quickened, into 
spiritual existence. 

In following out the spiritual teachings of the Sabbath, we have now 
to pass over many chapters in God's book, as no record is given of its 
being kept, nor is any reference made to it again until Israel gets into 
the wilderness. Here the children of Israel are spoken of (Exodus 
xvi. 22) as gathering twice as much manna on the sixth day, to Il!eet 
the requirement of the seventh ; and this they did by the express oom
mand of God. Now, the Jews gave to the sixth day of the week (our 
Friday) the name of "Parascene" or preparation, because on that day 
they " prepared,'' so as to to rest on the Sabbath. Oh, believer ! Jesus 
your " Paraseene" made all ready for you on ihe sixth day of the week 
( called by us Good Friday), in order that your Sabbath of rest might 
dawn or begin with bis death and burial, or _with His blessed declaration 
" It is finished ! " A three p.m. on that eventful Friday ( or Parascene) 
He expired, and we read that " as even drew on," they took His body 
down and placed it in the tomb, because it might not remain on the 
eross on tbe Sabbath-day, as that Sabbath-day was "a high day.'' And 
truly, believer, it was "a high day" to you, for in it Christ rested in 
the tomb in the completeness of His work. God the Father rested likewise 
in the completeness of the same mighty work ; and all true Christians 
are brought by the Holy Ghost to rest in the same ; and hence what a 
glorious Sabbath is here seen, following a most glorious "Parascene " 
( or preparation) indeed. 

I cannot leave this part of m.v subject without just noting the conduct 
of some of the fleshly-religious Sabbath-keepers of the Saviour's days. 
Matthew tells us, in the close of the chapter preceding the one in which 
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my text occurs, that the next day following the " Parascene," the chief 
priests and pharisees came to Pilate and made arrangements to prevent 
the resurrection, and so to perpetuate the Jewish (or typical) Sabbath; 
thus breaking the Sabbath, the observance of which they were trying to 
perpetuate. But God was stronger than they were, and so " In the end 
of the Sabbath," as my text declares-in the end, or complete fulfilment 
of that which was only typical-a risen Jesus burst the bonds of the tomb, 
and came forth. 

No more literal Sabbaths now; for, in the end (or completion) of all 
that they taught, Jesus rose from the dead. 

There is much that is deeply instructive in all that was commanded 
concerning the literal Sabbath. No work of any kind was to be done on 
that day, and the wages for working was death. So in the antitype ; 
he that will work and not rest in the "End of the Sabbath," or finished 
work of Jesus, will get the reward of his work, whether that work be 
pious or impious, namely, Death ! 

II. Secondly, we purpose to notice, THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, 
AND WHAT DAWNED WITH IT. "In the end of the Sabbath, as it began 
to dawn towards the first. day of the week." It may be that some will 
say, "Ah, there are no more Sabbaths now, and hence I may work, or 
take my pleasure on the Lord's-day, or first day of the week, as much as 
I like." I answer, "Yes, you may." I work hard on the Lord's-day 
myself, and I take my pleasure on the first day of the week, and deeply 
regret I cannot work harder, and get more pleasure in it ; and what I 
do myself I cannot quarrel with you for doing. Only just let me say 
that, "Where your treasure and your pleasures are, there will your heart 
be also." And if you find your pleasure in the world and worldly pur
suits, it proves where you are and what you are. With Sabbatarianism 
I have not one atom of sympathy, as it is simply J udaising the Gospel ; 
but with worldly pleasures and pursuits on the Lord's-day, I ha.e less 
sympathy still-as the enjoyment of these things plainly prove where 
their votaries are : " If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him." 

But what began to dawn towards the first day of the week? Many 
things I More than one can properly notice in a sermon, but some of 
which we will endeavour to briefly glance at. 

The justice of the Saviour's cauRe dawned w:th the first day of the 
week. He had been charged by the religious devils of the day with 
drunkenness, Sabbath-breaking, gluttony, and intercourse with devils; 
they charged him with blasphemy because He called Himself the Son 
of God, and with a similar crime, because He claimed priority of exist
ence to Abraham. But God, to make the justice of His cause dawn 
upon the world, raised Him from the dead. Again ; the proof of the 
truth of His words, "It is finiBhed," dawned upon the worlrl upon the 
first day of the week. Had not the work His Father gave Him to do 
lJeen perfectly accomplished, the tomb would for ever have held Him; but 
the very end of the Sabbath itself (so to speak) began to dawn ou the first 
day of the week. Once more ; the spirituality of His kingdom began to 
dawn on the first day of the week. His poor disciples had looked for 
an earthly kingdom and a temporal throne : but now the truth began 
to dawn upon them that. His kingdom was a spiritual and everlasting 
kingdom, and His dominion ruled over all. Lastly, for want of time 
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the glorious tidings of peace, through the solemn war which had just 
preceded it, began to dawn upon the first day of the week, for we are 
told by John in his Gospel, "that the same day, at evening, being the 
.first day (!( fhf week, Jesus appeared (the doors being shut), and said, 
"Peace be unto you"; and again, eight days after, He appeared (once 
more on the firsL day of the week), and, shewing His hands and His 
feet, said, " Peace be unto you." 

Oh ! how meet then that the Gospel of Peace should be preached on 
the first day of the week; and may we on our first-day-of-the-week 
gatherings in this place, have much of the dawnings of these precious 
truths on our souls. 

III. Thirdly, we designeJ. to look at THE Two MARYS AND THEIR 
ERRAND.-Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were two ,astly
different characters, but yet they were both occupied in the same blessed 
work-" coming to the sepulchre." Mary Magdalene had had seven 
den ls cast out of her, and hence must have had the perfection of devilism 
£n her. The other Mary was a very different character ; an.d yet, as if 
to dash human pride to the four winds, the most solemn character is put 
first . .A ringleader in sin, she became a ringleader in the pursuit of Him 
who sa,es from sin. 

These two had witnessed His crucifixion; and on that solemn 
"ParaRcene'' day, when Jesus was PREPARING a rest and a plentiful 
supply of manna, they, out of love to Hirn, had a" Parascene" day, ioo, 
for we read in Vike that they PREPARED spices to come and anoint 
Him. But we also read that "they rested the Sabbath-day, according 
to the commandment" (Luke xxiii. 56). Truly blessed occupation this. 
Rest first, and then upon the first day of the week-a day pregnant wlth 
teachings which generate activity-they come "bringing the spices which 
they had PREPARED." They found however more than they expected (as 
all true comers do). They came to see the tomb, and saw it empty ; 
and, though at first non-plassed at the sight, they presently had it 
dawn upon them that " Christ was risen indeed," and that key-note of 
all Gospel song was thus struck by them, which has ever been the joy of 
all God's redeemed-namely, "Christ the Lord is risen." 

Of the things then of which we have spoken, this is the sum: In the 
end of the Jewish Sabbath Jesus rose-ending it by rising; on the first 
day of the week ( or the day of resurrection), precious teachings begin to 
dawn, and a precious risen Jesus receives His corning Marys, whether 
Magdalenes or otherwise. 

May the Holy Spirit lead us into the enjoyment of these things. 

THE DEBT DISCHARGED. 

SOME think the sinner'f 5ins are gone, 
Some think them stil retnaining, 

Some tn to move then one by one. 
And yet no gro=d are gaining. 

Some think the SaYiour died to make 
A possible salYation: 

Some. that He eyery sin did take 
To 'make conciliation. 

:-,;mne think in i:;ome myr:,;terious way: 
Called purgato1·ial burning, 

Sheffield. 

A clear account to find some day, 

I 
And so go out of mourning. 

But we believe the debt discharged, 
And don't depend on scheming; 

Christ was the One the Father charged 
! ·with sin-sinners redeeming. 
' He eyery tittle of the law 

Both honom·ed and obeyed, 
That sinners now to heaven may go, 

Whose sins on Him were laid. 
JOHN RAYNES. 
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1'I-IE EX'l'ENT OF THE FAITHFUL MINISTER'S CALL 
TO THE UNCO.NVERTED. 

My DEAR LITTLE BROTHER JOHN,-Love, mercy, and peace 
to you from the Lord Jesus, our Redeemer. In my la~t I 

indicated to you my great concern for you, relative to your ministra
tions in the house of the Lord, and in the surrounding world. I am 
much exercised about you, that you may not make the terrible omission 
now too common with our ministers of truth-namely, not urging 
natitral repentance and faith upon natural persons for natural benefits 
and blessings, which, although they are not salvation, are very 
important. Also, that yon should not mix or confound these natural 
duties with spiritual things, so as to deceive man and dishonour God. 
To this end I wrote you a description of the natural repentance, which 
we are to urge upon all men. I promised you a second letter in which 
I should set forth the other repentance, which is unto life. The one is 
a mourning for the consequences of sin-punishment; the other is a 
mourning that a good God has been sinned against, and a Saviour 
slain. See Judas and Peter. The one is the remorse of the natural 
conscience, the other is an emotion of Divine life. See Pharoah and 
David. The one is a natural duty, the other is a Divine blessing. 
See Simon and Paul. The one is the fallen fragments of humanity 
struggling for rectitude, the other is the sanctifying power of the Holy 
Ghost upon the re-born mind. See Nineveh and the three thousand 
(Acts ii.). 

Now, my dear little brother, what is your duty, relative to preaching 
this repentance, which as far exceeds the other as the heavens are 
higher than the earth? 

I. That you are to preach this spiritual repentance is evident from 
the solemn words of the Lord Jesus: "And that repentance and remis
sion of sins should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem" (Luke xxiv. 47). Whatever the omissions among our 
ministers may be, it is evident that de:w Paul did, in the Lord's own 
way, preach this repentance; for he says, "Testifying both to the Jews, 
and also to the Greeks, repentance towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts xx. 21). Our precious Lord Jesus, the great 
Model Preacher, said again and again to ungodly persons, "Except ye 
repent ye shall all likewise perish " (Luke xiii. 3). Nothing can be 
plainer; let us face it fairly. Let us not omit, overleap, nor wrest the 
Holy Word of the Lord. Be assured, my brother, neither the fallacy of 
the Arminian dogma of this repentance being within the power of all 
men, if they do but will it, nor the falsehood of the Spurgeonian 
human responsibility to exercise it, will ever justify your omission of it 
in your public ministry. Their falsifications of a great trnth have much 
bewildered young ministers, and greatly confused the Church of God; 
for which God will not hold them guiltless. But this cannot make us 
any the less inexcusable for not declaring this part of the glorious 
Gospel of the ever-blessed God. 

" How then shall I preach it ? " you ask me. 
I. Are you to tell the natural man he has power to repent, and 

that he can do so if he will? No! this would be as great a falsehood as 
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that of Satan, when he said, " Doth not God know ye shall be as 
gods?" 

ll. Are you to tell them that they are placed upon the ground of 
human responsibility for their own performance of all the work of the 
Holy Ghost in themselves? No I this would be as false as the other 
proposition, putting the sinner in the place of the great Surety, the 
Lord Jesus, who alone has entered into responsibility for the salvation 
of poor sinners. 

III. .Are you to tell them that they will be a hundred-fold more 
condemned if they do not put in exercise that which no man possesses 
by nature, and which none but the Lord can give? Nol this would 
make the blessed Gospel of mercy a ministration of condemnation, and 
represent the loving Saviour a monster of injustice and horrible 
barbarity. 

These three long-standing, God-insulting, Christ-degrading, Holy 
Ghost-denying, and soul-destroying, yea, Satan-pleasing lies, you must 
ever avoid. Yet, you ask,'' How shall I preach it?" Well, certainly 
not by lies in the name of the Lord, but by the truth as it is in Jesus. 

I. You must insist upon the necessity of this repentance towards 
God-that no adult soul can be saved without it. "Except ye repent 
ye shall all likewise perish," said the great Preacher, as He said, "Ye 
must be born again.'' Now the vast body of misbelief and disbelief dis
avow the necessity, this necessity for repentance, or s01Tow for sin. 
They tell the poor, blind, natural man that he now can accept their 
offered Christ, and be happy and joyful on the spot, and if he does not 
it is his own fault. Salvation and damnation, God and Satan, the Holy 
GhoE-t and devils, heaven and bell, and blessing or cursing, are all at 
his disposal at a minute's notice, and the eternal destiny of all these are 
to be determined at a stroke of his free-will. ThiR denial of the neces
sity of repentance towards God is a most wicked attempt to subvert the 
whole order of the glorious Gospel of the Lord Jesus; for all the Gospel 
families of the Lord's saved people, in this Gospel day, must mourn 
apart, and their wives apart (Zech. xii. 9-14). The meaning of this 
is, that every soul saved must be brought thus to mourn before God, 
prodicral-like, with inward smart. I think the Bishops' objection to 
Sank;,y and Moody, upon the revival movement, because they did away 
with this repentance, was very correct. 

Now then, my dear brother, you will not fail to see that the Gospel 
prophet~, the Lord Jesus, and th_e apostles, urg_ed the necessi~y of this 
repentance upon their bearers, JUSt as they did the new bll'th from 
above. Not of blood, nor will of man, nor will of the flesh. They 
urged it as a change of heart, a change of thoughts, and a change of 
conduct (Matt. iii., Mark i., Luke xiii., Acts ii., iii., xix., and xx., 2 Cor. 
vii.). Sometimes they urged it as a change of heart. Where they saw 
a change of heart existed, they urged a change of thought an~ conduct, 
and sometimes as a change of action only. Now, this urgmg of the 
necessity of this repentance, in these three branc_hes of it, no mo_re im
plied the ability of the natural man to produce 1t than the urgmg of 
the new birth implied that man had power to re-create himself. 

II. They preached the origin of this repentance: "Then hath God 
also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life'' (Acts xi. 18); Now 
they did not preach that God gave them time or space to do it-as God 
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gave Jezebel space to repent naturally, for her national benefit. Neither 
did they preach that God gave them a chance or offer to repent, but 
they declared that God had absolutely granted or imparted to the 
Gentiles this wonderful mercy of godly sorrow, which is always unto 
salvation. This, their preaching of repentance, was very different to 
what these workmongers, and exalters of free-will, and human-responsi
bility men of the day affirm; namely, that these things are left in man's 
power, and to his noble determination. These messengers of God 
declared that repentance was God's gift. They were so far from preach
ing that God had set some off on the line of Divine sovereignty, to go 
all the way from the gates of hell to the extreme of heaven, by the 
precious steam of Almighty mercy, whether they would or not: and 
that He has merely constrncted a line of human responsibility, so that 
others may have the chance to wriggle out of hell, and creep to heaven 
upon their own hands and knees as best they can, or be a hundred-fold 
more damned for ever hearing the Gospel; that they ever declared 
everywhere that" God exalted Jesus with His right hand, to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins" (Acts v. 31). "And we are witnesses of these things; and so 
is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey Him." 
This was a very solemn way to preach the origin and course of repentance 
unto life and salvation. Here, then, in Acts. xi. 18, v. 31, we have the 
Son of God exalted to the mediatorial glory, to give this repentance 
unto life to Jew and Gentile, who shall be saved. Whatever may have 
been God's way of calling to Israel, as a nation, to repent with the 
natural, national repentance, as distinct from this which is unto life, 
there can be no two lines about this. This is not in some by grace, 
and in others by human power; not in some by the surety ship of Christ, 
and in some by human responsibility; not in some by a determination 
of God, and in others by the chance of an accepted offer. But this is 
in all who possess it by the sovereign, free-grace grant of God, through 
His highly-exalted Son, wrought in the heart of man by the power of 
the Holy Ghost. Now, my brother, mark you-

III. All the sweet Gospel invitations, promises, and precious 
exhortations in the Divine Word, are addressed to these poor, dear 
sinners who have been blessed with this godly sorrow to salvation, this 
repentance unto life. " Blessed are those who mourn." But the 
impenitent sinner shall weep and wail in endless woe, when these shall 
sing around the throne of God and the Lamb. ( 1.) Therefore, do not 
omit this truth, because so many have corrupted it. Urge its necessity 
upon men as that without which they cannot be saved. (2.) Therefore, 
proclaim God as its sovereign Author and most merciful Giver. (3.) 
Ever proclaim salvation, Heaven's sure donation to every repenting 
sinner. 'l'he Lord bless you, dear John. 

I remain, yours faithfully in Christ, 
DANIEL ALLEN, Pastor. 

Sydney, 10th July, 1876. 

A friend of mine once said to a person in great distress of 
conscience, " Uelieve you in Christ?" He replied, "Yonder is a star, 
bid me lay hold on it: he who finds us a Christ must find us a hand 
too. To go to Christ, oh, how easy! and oh, how hard !"-Goodwin's 
Marrow. 
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PREACHING TO THE UNCONVERTED 

l\1R. EDITOR,-A discussion has been going on some weeks in the 
1 Christian Standard on the above subject, in which the Editor 

and '' Omega," and one or two others, have endeavoured to show, and 
have wrong1ty maintained, that the Strict Baptists do not preach the 
Gospd to the unconverted. Now it seems to me, that before we start 
the question, To whom should the Gospel be preached? we should 
settle the previous question, What is meant by preaching the Gospel? 
The whole results of the discussion hinge on that. We decline to 
take their definition of preaching the Gospel ; it is unscriptural, and 
therefore untenable. 

The Editor of the Christian Standard shows what he means by 
preaching the Gospel. In his leading article in the number for August 
23rd, he says:-" We maintain that the bulk of the Strict Baptist body 
do not make a full and free offer of salvation to all classes of sinners." 
And again, "The impression left on our mind from the perusal of their 
publications is, that salvation is not pressed on the acceptance of sinners, 
simply as such." This witness is true. We do not "offer salvation," 
because it is not ours to offer. We do not press its acceptance upon 
sinners of all classes, because the apostles did not, and because the 
Scripture does not warrant" it. 'l'he mistake into which the Editor of 
the Christ'ian Standard and " Omega" have fallen-a mistake very 
common in the present day-is to regard the terms "preaching the 
Gospel" and "offering salvation" as equivalent terms or synonymes for 
each other. This mistake lies at the foundation of what the late John 
Stevens used to call the "jumble-creed" of modern theology, confound
ing the offer of pardon with the proclamation of the Gospel. Now, the 
fact is, the preaching of the Gospel is a Testimony and not an Amnesty, 
nor a choice left to the individual. It is not the offer of pardon to 
rebels on the condition of their laying down their arms; it is a testimony 
of the grace of God towards a fallen world. God has never addressed 
"moral suasion" to the Gentiles. He did to the Jews. In the parable 
of the marriage supper of the king's son (Luke xiv.), we learn the utter 
uselessness of moral suasion, for not one of all the "INVITED " guests 
came. God bad sent prophet after prophet to the Jews, to entreat them 
to lay down their arms, to trust in Jehovah, and not to go down to 
Egypt, or to look to Assyria for help; but all in vain; and moral suasion 
ceased at the death of Stephen. To the Gentiles the apostles preached 
the Gospel as a Testimony, not an Amnesty. This testimony the Jews 
would not recei.e (Acts xxii. 18), but by the Corinthians it was received 
(1 Cor. i. 6); and the preaching of the Gospel to them is called by the 
apostle himself ( 1 Cor. ii. 1) the "declaring of the testimony of Go~l." 
And how he did this is seen in Acts xviii. :'I, 11 : not by " offermg 
salvation," but" testifying" that Jesus was the Christ, and teaching t~e 
Word of God. Again, speaking of his preaching the Gospel m 
Thesssalonica, he says, " Our testimony was believed among yo~" 
(2 Thess. i. 10). And what this testimony was, and how Paul presented _it, 
we find by referring to Acts xvii. 3, " Opening and alleging that Chr1~t 
must needs have suffered, and risen a~ain from the dead, and that this 
Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ." Again there is no "offer of 
salvation." 
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You will, I am sure, agree with me, that the apostolic mode of 
preaching the Gospel is the only model we ought to follow. Let us 
now turn to the preaching of Peter, remembering, of course, that he was 
emphatically the " Apostle of the Circumcision," i.e., of the .Jews. We 
should, therefore, expect to find certain features in his addresses which 
would be out of place in addresses to Gentiles. Let us rPcall his 
Pentecostal sermon, arldressed, be it remembered, exclusively to Jews 
(Acts ii. 14-36). What does it consist of? Offers of salvation? No! 
Emphatically, No! It is the declaration that Jesus is the Christ; that 
He whom they crucified had risen, and ascended in to heaven, and that 
He had poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. True, when he had 
finished his address, he said, in reply to those who were pricked in the 
heart, and who asked him what they should do to be saved ? " Repent" 
(melanoeesate), change your mind, and be baptized everyone of you in the 
name of Jesus, for the remission of sios, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. Now, two things are to be specially noted in this reply 
of Peter. (1.) That it was addressed exclusively to the Jews; (2). That 
they could not receive the Holy Spirit till they had changed their mind. 
How could they? They had, up to that hour, rejected the Lord Jesus 
as an impostor and blasphemer. While they entertained that thought, it 
was impossible that they could receive the Holy Spirit, for the Holy 
Spirit was the gift of Christ. They must, therefore," think differently" 
of Christ; they must acknowledge IIim, whom they six weeks before 
had crucified as a blasphemer, to be the Christ of God ; and they must 
be publicly and openly baptized in His name-into the confession of 
His Me~siahship-btfore the Holy Spirit could be given. We, in our 
Church life alld relationship, require-and require rightly-that a man 
shonld give satisfactory evidence that he has been made a partaker of 
the Holy Ghost and a recipient of the new life, before we baptize him. How 
is it, then, that we have just reversed the order which Peter, under the 
direct inspiration of the Holy Ghost, counselled and commanded? How? 
Because we, in our addresses or sermons, are speaking to Gentiles and 
not to Jews. 

Now let us turn to the first sermon ever preached to Gentiles. Again 
Peter is the preacher. It is preached to the household of Cornelius 
(Acts x. 34, 43). Of what does it consist? "Offers of salvation" ? 
"Pressing the acceptance of salvation" upon Cornelius and his house
hold? Again, emphatically, No I It is the simple story of the love of 
God in the gift of His Son, and a brief summary of the life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of the Saviour. Let it be noted (1) That 
there is not even an exhortation to "repent," in this first and model 
sermon to the Gentiles, but a simple " testimony" of the love and 
grace of God in Christ. For, in what respect could they "repent" or 
change their minds ? They had never regarded Christ as an impostor, 
nor helped forward His crucifixion as a blasphemer, for they had never 
heard of Him. (2) In accordance with this fact, they received the Holy 
Ghost before they were baptized ( the Jews not till aper they were 
baptized). " While Peter yet spake, the Holy Ghost foll upon them. 
Then said Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized, who have received the Holy Ghost as well as we," &c. 

In every case, then, we see that the proclamation of the Gospel by 
the apostle!! was not an "Amnesty," or "offer of salvation," but the 

y 
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testimony of the grace of God in the gift of Christ, and God largely 
blessed it. And this "testimony" the ministers of the Gospel among 
the "Strict" Baptists proclaim in the ears of all who hear them. 

I am, yours sincerely, B. ll. WALE. 

P.S.-1 may just add (1) That tbe phrase preach the Gospel "to 
every creature," is not a correct rendering of the Greek, which is" Pasee 
tee kti.~ei," i.e., "in the u·hole creahon," i.e., not only or simply in Judea, 
or ~o t~e Jews. (2) Thnt the last twelve verses of Mark's Gospel, 
which 1s the only place where the words occur, are not found in the two 
oldest MSS., are considered as an interpolation and will be omitted 
from the Re,ised Edition of the New Testame~t, the revisers having 
already rejected them. 

THE PARABLE OF THE LEA VEN, AND ITS LESSONS. 
NOTES OF MR. M1LEY's SERMON 

At the Opening of Newbold Baptist Chapel, Rochdale, July, 1876. 

·· The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven which a woman took, and hid 
in three meaSUI'es of meal, till the whole was leavened."-MATT. xiii. 33. 

W HEN we consider the character of Jehovah as set forth in 
Holy Scripture, the fall of our first parents, and the awful 

consequences into which the whole human race were plunged, a 
kingdom of heaven on earth is really wonderful. 

No sooner bad· the Fall taken place than the Lord began to dis
play His love. The flaming sword of Justice, wielded by the cherubim 
-showing man's extremity-proved the gateway of God's opportunity 
to show His mercy and r,race. And although man tried afterwards 
to cover his nakedness with the fig-leaves of nature, and failed in the 
miserable attempt, yet the Lord showed him a more excellent way, 
by covering him with the skins of animals, setting forth thereby the 
sacrificial character of Christ and His glorious work of substitution, 
leaving him a promise that the seed of the woman should bruise the 
head of the serpent. So that that which was lost throµgh the devices 
of Satan was more than gained through the work of Christ. Hence 
the promise of a King, who should establish a kingdom that should 
never be shaken, was set forth in types and shadows of a ceremonial 
law; and Old Testament believers received, embraced, and were per
suaded of them, and lived and died in the faith, confessing that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on earth. 

Now, while the Assyrian kingdom, with all its boasted power and 
greatness, lies buried in its own ruins, and the Meda-Persian king
dom has passed away, as the early dew before the sun-yea, and the 
Grecian kingdom, which was a terror to the whole earth, with Pagan 
Rome, have died away in their own corruptions and superstitions
the kingdom of our Lord and Christ is, as written by Daniel, an 
everlasting kingdom, which shall not pass away, and His kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed (Dan. vii. 14). In Old Testament 
times there were various ways of presenting truth-sometimes by 
parables in words, sometimes in para?les by action. . We b~ve, f~r 
instance, Nathan, the prophet, appearmg before David, relatrng his 
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story of _the ewe lamb; then sending home the arrow of conviction to 
his soul with those telling words, "Thou art the man." Also, .Jeremiah 
going forth unto the valley of the son of Hinnom with a potter's vessel. 
The ancients of the people and priests are Lefore him; after addressing 
them, he raises his arm and dmihes the potter's vessel to the ground, 
tramples upon the shivered fragments with his feet, adding the awful 
lesson, "Thus shall it be with this people." Again, we have Ezekiel 
appearing before the people with a knife, a barber's razor, scales, and 
fire; these are as the heads of his discourse; he then shaves off his hair 
and his beard; he divides the hair in three parts; one part he burns in 
the fire, another part cuts with tlie knife, the third part he scatters to 
the wind. The lesson to glean was this: The hair represented the 
Jewish nation that should be destroyed by fire and sword, and the third 
part scattered through the world; the shaving off the beard, a great 
national disgrace. So in New Testament time our Lord spake by 
parable, "and without a parable spake He not unto them." 

Now, many think the number of parables we have in New Testament 
history, spoken by our Lord, representing the same thing (i.e., "the 
kingdom of God") to be superfluous; but they are not so, for each 
]Jarable does not convey the same aspect, bnt are as different views of 
one place, or so many links of a chain, or the different colours of the 
artist, which he requires to complete his picture. So these several 
parables are the several phases of the kingdom of heaven, that we may 
have knowledge of it as a whole. Thus, notice the parables before this. 
First, we have " the Sower," or the work of the ministry and its diffi
culti~s. Then we have the parable of the "Wheat and Tares," to show 
you the counterfeit work of the devil. Next is t.he parable of the "Grain 
of Mustard-seed," which sets forth the external operation of the kingdom 
of heaven on 'Jarth, with its development from its patriarchal germ, or 
root, to its mosaical trunk and Christian branches overshadowing the 
whole earth, which we live to see in our day. 

But in this parable of the leaven you have another phase of the 
kingdom of heaven-namely, the internal operation of the kingdom, or. 
as our Lord put it, " the kingdom of God within you." Notice here tht 
parable itselt~ and its lessons. 

First', then, we have the flour, or meal, which may represent human 
nature-cold and dead-insensible, in a spiritual way, of God, the things 
of God, and of self as a lost and hell-deserving sinner. 

2. The leaven will represent the moving principle, the living 
influence, or Divine life in the soul. 

3. Notice, in the next place, that one is distinct from the other; 
ergo, the natural is not converted into the spiritual, hence two different 
n11tnres. 

4. It is added to, and not an outgrowth of, a foreign principle. " A 
new heart I will give you''; hence, it is not the old one new-done-up. 

5. It is an inside power; here it has its commencement, therefore it 
is not external reformation, although external reformation comes out of 
it. 

6. It permeates every part, " leavens the whole lump "; it raises and 
refines nature, and sanctifies the gifts. Our affections, thoughts, con
versation, and conduct-all must be affecLed by it. Old things must 
pass away, all things must become new. We shall lorn God, His blessed 
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Word, His people, and, by this, we shall know we have passed from 
death nnto life. · 

7. The flour is not affected at once; in other words, the leavening 
influence is gradual, therefore do not despise the day of small things. 
A lising germ may be under a black soil. We must not expect young 
Christians to ha Ye old experience and deep views of truth at once; the 
blade must be before the ear, therefore we must cherish the blade if we 
want the foll corn. The babe must be nursed and attended to if you 
want the youth, and the youth must be instructed if you would have 
him a man. Yes, brethren, there must be the rising sun, with its 
morning twilight dispersing the mists of the opening day, ere we have 
the noonday glory. 

8. The flour is more or less affected as we place it in favourable or 
unfavourable influences. If we place it in a cold temperature, it will not 
do so well. So the child of God must make use of every ordinance that 
God !ms left for his soul's good. A man may be a Christian, yet, like 
Lot, living more with the people of Sodom than with God: or he may 
be living, lih Abraham, more on the mount, having revealed to him 
the purposes of Jehovah, and as Enoch, walking with Gcd. As plants 
require sun, rain, and winds, so the Christian must (if he would be 
healthy) use the means-read the Word, hold constant communion with 
God, attend the sanctuary, hear the preached Word, and all that will 
contribute to his soul's health. 

9. The -work of the leaYen is quiet, so the real work of the Spirit. 
As not a sound of a hammer was heard in the erection of the Temple, so 
it is a •· still small voice'' that speaks to the soul, the conviction of sin, 
forgiveness, and acceptance in the Heloved. 

10. The work is constant, the altar fire will never go out. He which 
hath begun the good work in the soul will finish it. Therefore, if I 
have a poor convinced sinner before me, I say, Do not despair; though 
you feel hell-deserving; for God the Holy Ghost has commenced this 
work, and will not leave till He completes what He begins. And now, 
in conclusion, if there are any exercised souls before me, distressed 
because of a body of sin, death, &c., let me say for your cornfort-

ll. The whole is to be leavened. Yes, that body of sin is redeemed 
as well as your spirit. It is the temple of the Holy Ghost; though a 
corruptible, it shall be raised an incorruptible. He shall change our 
vile body, and fashion it like unto His own glorious Body. 

PRAYER! 
NOT more the flowers that odour yield, 

Perfume the summer air, 
Than one divinely taught of God 

Breathes forth a constant prayer. 

He never rises from his couch, 
He never ends the day, 

But, with an ever-bursting heart, 
He lifts his voice to pray• 

His prayers are not as many's are
O'er burdened with complaints; 

His prayers are glances straight to God, 
The language of the saints. 

Cambridge. 

Tho' poor he does not ask for gold, 
Or finer raiment name; 

For more than this he truly finds 
In Jesu's lovely name. 

He does not pray that He may live 
To found a noble race, 

But, as a Christian, waits till he 
May see the Saviour·s face. 

Tho' poor he does not ask for gold, 
Or plead for earthly power; 

Wealth and distinction will be his; 
He waits the happy hour. 

c. o. 
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NAMES \Vl{ITTEN IN HEAVE~. 
"·who shall ascend into the hill of the Lor,!! "-l'sa. xxiv. 

l::J AV ING been travelliug and blowing my little trum!Jet nearly all 
_ _l_ the month of October, I have gathered up evidences enough to 

fill the VESSffiL; but the stream of valuable correspondence has more 
than crowded our pages; hence, my contribution must be small. I 
would add nothing; ouly I know many are anxious to have that secret 
opened up in their souls, by the Spirit of the Lord, whereby 

" They may read their title clear 
To mansions in the skies." 

And in every part of this land I find the people either in a careless 
state of mind, or they are at times conseious of something wanting, to 
confirm them in the fact that their names are written in the Book of 
Life ; some have trembled at that word, " If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ he is none of His." 

'l'o the glory of God let me record one small circumstance which 
led to much searching of heart, and to some opening-up of the Word 
of God. 

On Thursday evening, SPptember 21, 1876, I had attended a 
Sunday-school anniversary meeting in Plumstead Tabernacle; I left 
there before nine o'clock, by myself: hurrying off to the railway station, 
anxious to get home. Passing down a rather dark road, at a sharp d-,scent 
I attempted to cross over to the other side. I had rpache.d the middle 
of the road when I found myself all but under the heels and wheels of 
a furiously-driven horse and cart, which I bad neither seen nor heard 
until it rushed passed me with an awful roar, the driver screaming as 
loud as he could. Why I was not knocked down, run over, and even 
killed on the spot, I can attribute to nothing short of a very special and 
interposing Providence. Almost like Daniel, I said, " iYiy God bath 
sent His angel and delivered me." Fully conscious of the immediate 
danger I was in, seeing myself just under the large and galloping 
animal, I was astonished to find myself uninjured. When I recovered a 
little quietness of mind, those words came up to my heart with 
illuminating freshment, 

'' SALVATION IS OF THE LORD." 

And for days I could not thiuk of any thing so intensely as I did of 
"SALVATION." No letters I can find, no words I can use, will ever 
r'eveal the full view I then had of the great fact that S;i.lrntion, in its 
origin, in its execution, in its revelation, in its management, in its 
sovereign and saving power, in its ultimate triumphs and completeness, 
is all entirely "of the Lord." How very clear it shone forth; and to 
my inmost soul I said, there is no necessity for any undne concern 
about the progress and prosperity of the Gospel; for all the benefits 
resulting to the chosen and redeemed Church of Christ, from the 
different agencies and instruments employed, all are in His hau~, and 
must culminate in the accomplishment of His purpose, accordrng to 
which all things must work together for good. The continued incom
ing of' thoughts concerning Salvation led me to preach. li·om those 
words of Job (xiii. lG), "He also shall be my Salvation: for m1 

hypocrite shall not come before Him." 
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"God Himself is the Salvation of Bis pe<,ple," said I to myself 
over and over again. Salvation is not in covenants, not in promises, 
not in ministers, not in ordinances; nay, Salvation is not in any 
experiences; it is in God Himself, conjointly and eternally in the Three 
glorious Persons in the adorable Trinity-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

There are three lines which distinctly mark those whose 
"Names are written in heaven." 

First. Job says, "Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 
Secondly. He says, " He also shall be my Salvation." 
Thirdly. "For an hypocrite shall not come before Him." 
What does Job mean by this? He speaks to this effect, "Seeino• 

I have given to me a faith in the Lord which nothing can destroy, I 
am persuaded He also shall be my Salvation; for I have come before 
Him, and that is a position which a mere hypocrite never can attain 
unto." A divine persuasion in a man's soul which enables him to cling 
unto, and hold fast by, the Lord, is the most unquestionable evidence 
that God Himself will be that man's Salvation in time and in the 
never-ceasing ages of eternity. 

At Mr. W. H. Evans's meeting, in the Avenue chapel, in Camden 
Town, I spontaneously, without one moment's previous thought, 
exclaimed, "If ever I have had any portion of Divine truth revealed 
in my soul, it has been in some season of soul-trouble, or through some 
painful, crushing, and pride-killing trials without. When troubles, 
like gloomy clouds, have gathered thick-when they have thundered 
loud-then, oh I in how many cases and places has He stood near me, 
opened up solemn things to me, and given me to sit down in pensive 
sorrow, while a whisper echoed, "What I do thou knowest not now, 
but thou shalt know hereafter." When in one of those heavy storms 
which have caused the proud and the presumptuous to open their 
mouths and to use their pens against me ; when in one of those deep 
seas, wherein I have cried, "Lord, save, or I perish," and wherein I 
have seen most of His glory ; when in one of those fearful panics, a 
man I had never seen before, nor since, stepped up to me and said-

" Our jomuey lies across the brink 
Of many a threat'ning wa~e; 

The world expects to see us smk, 
But Jesus lives to save." 

And when the man had thus spoken those lines-when by his tongue 
the Lord had written them so deeply in my soul, that she never can 
forget them, then off he went. Neither the painful nor the precious 
truths contained in those lines have ever been strange to me. To all 
those elder sons, to all those good boys, who never were broken nor 
bruised, I would bow with quietness, and stand afar: off, wh_ile in their 
literary powers they pass on before me to the higher circles where 
only elder sons do meet. 

That Divine faith which .Job expressed is defined in Peter's Second 
Epistle; but in this little note it cannot be written. The place into 
which the hypocrite cannot come, and the prophetic assurance, " He 
also shall be my Salvation,"-all these weighty declarations s~a~l 
receive consideration, if Mercy permit. That the light of the Spmt 
may open np these deep mysteries in our souls, is the secret prayer of 

9, BanlJUJ'Y Road, South Hackucy, CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 
October 18, 1876. 
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'fHROUGH THE SEA OF SORROW INTO THE 
FULNESS OF JOY. 

BY MR. W. TROTMAN, 

11finister of the Hall, Church Sti·eet, Paddington. 

"WHO are these, and whence came they?" The answer the 
Elder gave to his own interrogation is very characteristic. In 

noticing it, we observe-
I.-The Translation-" They have come out of great tribulation." 

By the entrance of sin int.o the world, trouble, which had been before a 
stranger to man, became his familiar. David says, " I found trouble 
and sorrow." An old author adds, "Without seeking." The 
entrance of Divine grace into the heart developes new causes and 
springs of trouble. The renewed soul finds trouble where the man in 
a state of nature unrenewed finds none. The latter may have trouble 
in his family, in his business, by reason of the frustration of his favourite 
schemes, &c. The former has trouble of heart-his sins are heart-sins, 
his troubles are heart-troubles. "I remembered God," said David, 
" and was troubled." But of the wicked it is said, " God is not in all 
their thoughts." 

Again, the entrance of the Gospel into the world was a new spring 
of trouble. Christ says, "I came not to send peace on earth, but a 
sword.'' Thus we have seen, in the history of the Church, the wars of 
religious creeds have been the most murderous, and have produced the 
most misery and bloodshed of any that have defiled the earth. Yea, 
the ingenuity of man, aided by devils, has been used to the 11tmost for 
the purpose of tormenting those who have dared to affirm tl:e Truth 
according to Divine revelation. But what the Elder affirms of the 
great multitude which John saw, is that they were those who had come 
out of great tribulation. They were on Mount Zion; they had traversed 
the wilderness; had been familiar with trouble in spiritual Egypt; had 
known hunger and thirst, nakedness, peril, and sword; but nothing bad 
been able to separate them from the love of Christ. In all these things 
they were more than conquerors through Him who bad loved them. 
And now they are no longer standing before the angel, with a tempting 
or taunting devil at their right hand to be an adversary to them, but 
they are before the throne of God. 

This we call The Translation. And oh! if we ask the reason why
if we inquire into the manner in which this translation has been effected
what a story might be unfolded ! When :iJl shall tell, each one Eepar
ately-" for the heart k11oweth his own bitterness, and a stranger inter
meddleth not with his joy "-the tale of deliverance from the power of 
darkness-which Paul calls a translation-and the after steps of Provi
dence and grace in bringing many sons unto glory, what wonders will 
be unfolded! And all, all will be traced to the great first cause-LOVE. 
The love of whom 1 Of sinners base, so that they shall all say. in 
viewing the great deliverance-

" What was there in us that could merit esteem. 
Or give the Creator delight I 

'Twas even so, Father, we always must say. 
Because it seemed good in Thy sight," 
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They were kept by the power of God unto the salvation ready to 
be n'rnaled; and, like Enoch, they were translated; for God took them 
out of a world of iniquity through many kinds of gates-to wit, the 
fier.v gate, the watery-gate, the bloody-gate, the gate of famine, of 
i,ickness, and disease-and received them unto Himself. 

I I.-W e notice The Tran.yormation. On earth their robes were 
hlaek, rather than comely; filthy, rather than fine li'nen, while and clean; 
all defiled with sin, and often the more defiled by reason of sufferings 
and sorrows, throng-h the natural rebellion of the heart uprising 
against the ways of God to men, by reason of a feeble light, and but 
partial understanding of the will of God. Therefore it was that 
God said, " The rod of the wicked shall not rest on the lot of the 
righteous, lest the righteous put.forth his hand unto iniquity." Yet how 
often has the Church been defiled through her corruption within, by 
reason of the oppression of the enemy, so that she has been as the gold 
berome dim, as the most fine gold changed. She was lien among the 
pots, like the poor captive of Ee-ypt in all the dirt and filth of his captive 
labour upon him, snatching a hasty moment's rest in the midst of hie 
labour. All this and much more has been in her tribulation. 

But what a transformation! They have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. They are now cleansed 
from all their pollutions, from all their idols. They are now adorned 
with their tabrets, and not by their own merits, but by the merits of 
atoning blood; they are free from the yoke of bondage, and cleansed 
from tbc guilt and filth of all their tran~gression. The fiercest trials 
they ever encountered could not purge one sin. The bitterest 
affliction they bad endured could not pat away one transgression; but 
the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, cleanseth from all sin. There
fore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night 
in His Temple. 

III.-S otice The Situation. Once they were plunged in a gulf of dark 
despair. Once they were before the judgment-seat of Christ. Once 
they were haled before the judgment-seat of men, and cast thence into 
foui and loathsome dungeons. Once they were the seeming sport of 
devils and of circumstances, as a leaf tossed to and fro of the wind, 
and hunted to destruction. Now, oh what a contrast I They are 
before the throne of God-accepted there, blest there, welcome there, 
honoured there. Not the guests, but the dwellers in Heaven's high 
court. Not servants standing behind the throne, but sons, standing 
before the throne, to whom the King gives audience. 

IV.-Their Occupation. They serve Him. On earth they were 
taught to love and fear Him; but their service was necessarily imper_fect 
and interrupted. The elements surrounding them, and the corruptions 
withi11 them, were constant interruptions. But there, before the thr?ne 
of Go<l. the glorified saints ser'l'e Him exclusii·ely. No more servmg 
~el I', sin, the world, or the devil. They serve Him continually. "Happy 
(said the Queen of Sheba) are these, thy servants, that stand before 
thee c:on1inually, serving regularly in their courses." But these must 
ba\·e intermission of service, for rest and refreshment; !.mt the very 
service of heaven will be rest and refreshment. Therefore we say, 
they serve Him perfect.'y. No lack of service, no lack in the service. 
Peliection of love and duty spring from love. Oh ! how we some-
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times long for that perfect service, in view of our many shortcomings 
here . 

.And, lastly, they serve Him unweariedly, day and night. The moRt 
willing service on earth will be followed 1,lith weariness. There will 
be no weariness either of, or in, the service of God in heaven. 

V.-And, lastly, let us notice their Complde Felicity. No more 
hunger, no more thirst, no more scorching sun, or burning heat. These 
are the negative features of' heavenly felicity. There are positi,·e also. 
'l'he presence of the Lamb in the midst; commnnications from Him to 
them, expressed by feeding them, and causing them to drink of the 
Fountain of living wate1s. And, lastly, the removal of all eauses of 
sorrow. God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; which means 
that all causes of sorrow should be removed for ever. Blessed consum-
mation of blessedness I Amen. WILLIAM. 

Church Street, Paddington, Sept. 22nd, 1876. 

ARE THESE THE MARKS OF A CHILD OF GOD ? 

7\,.,-R. BANKS,-DEAR SIR: I was informed by Mr. C. S. Warren 
ll'_I_ j;}lat he had received a letter from you concerning me. I do 
not know if I shall be out of place in writing this to you. I will tell 
you a little of the Lord's dealings with me, with His help. I was 
brought up amongst the Wesleyans, and remained with them until I 
was eighteen years of age. During that time I had frequent con
victions of sin; and at one time J was, as I thought, converted to 
God. I tried to live as much as I could without committing sin, and 
went on in this _way for some time; but rradually it all passed off, and 
left me DQ better, but worse. I then went to the Church, and was duly 
confirmed by the bishop, and so became a member of the Estaulish
ment. Many more changes have I tried, until I reached tweaty-tbree, 
when the Lord in His mercy, I hope, called me to leave my native 
place. My first situation was in Thetford, Norfolk, where I stayed 
fifteen months ; and here it was, I trust, the Lord first met me, for, up 
to this time, I did not know anything of religion, or the dreadful 
nature of sin. But since then I have been made to feel its condemn
ing, soul-destroying power; and my soul has wandered over dark and 
desolate places, trying to find a hauitation and resting-plal:f ; but No, 
it is not there: "Law and te1TOrs do but harden." Aud now I have 
no clear evidence that I am born again, born of the Spirit; only as they 
are spoken out by the Lord's sent servants, I can at times say, '' That 
seems my case." I bold the great and glorious truths, but J know 
that is not enough ; I feel if they do not embrace me, and hold me 
in their everlasting· covenant promises, I must be lust ; and I must say, 
Amen I righteous and just, 0 God! Thy ways are past finding out: 

"And if my soul wern sent to hell, 
Thy righteous laws approve it well." 

Thus I have written a little about my experience ; and so I mast 
leave it with you. I am, yours truly, E. C. 



342 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

THE LATE REBECCA READ 
[ MRS. JONES.] 

THE subject of this brief memoir-REBECCA READ-was boru May 
12th, 1810. At the early age of eight years she was impressed 

with_ the importance of a knowledge of Divine things, and the value of 
her immortal soul, under the ministry of Mr. Lewis, in the Borough. 
I have no particulars furnished to me of the exercise of her mind 
betwixt that period and the year 1826. When sixteen years old, she 
was baptized at Crosby-row, by Mr. Cramp (then minister of that place). 
She remained with the people there until about the year 1834, when 
her father and mother removed into the neighbourhood of Hill-street, 
and they all joined the Church at Mount Zion, under the ministry of 
the late John Foreman. Soon after she joined the Church, the Sunday
school was formed ; and she was appointed Superintendent of the Girls' 
School, which position she occupied honourably and usefully for many years. 
It was during the earlier years of her service in tl1e school and in con
nection with that service that I became acquainted with our sister. 
I well remember how active a part she used to take in all that concerned 
the welfare of the Sunday-school. During many years her interest in it 
was unabated; but, having entered on very onerous duties of a pro
fessional character, her time and strength were exhausted in her daily 
and nightly labours. I am told that during twenty-four years the cases 
in midwifery she attended a,eraged considerably more than 120 a-year, 
which would make a total of 2,880 cases. 

In 1850 she was married to a dear Christian brother, who, after a 
happy married life of twemy-three years, departed, and left his widow to 
tra,el the remainder of her journey very much alone. She was obliged 
through infirmity to relinquish the duties of her profession, and was 
elected to occupy one of the rooms in the Marylebone Alms Houses, a 
most valuable provision for decayed tradespeople who have a s~all 
dependency, to wLir.h is added 5s. 6d. to persons who are unmarned, 
and 8s. 6d. to 'married couples. She has expressed to me her tha?k
fulness to the Lord for His goodness in granting to her such a qmet, 
happy retreat in her declining years. 

It bad been noticed that she appeared to be drawing near to the end 
of her life's journey for some time ; but it appeared most apparent on 
the day when we last met to break bread together ; she then said she 
should never see the hall again. From that time, when one of the 
friends kindly saw her to her home, she gradually grew worse; and, 
after a brief illness, kept in a state of peace and quiet, the enem}'. ~ot 
being· permitted to worry her, and her hope in the Lord remammg 
unsh~aken, she departed to her heavenly home on Wednesday, the 20th 
day of September, 1876. On the Sunday previous to her departure, a 
brother called at her room ; when she saw him she burst into tears, and, 
as he approached her, she said, 

"All is swallowed up in victory I " 

With many other precious words expressive of her joy and peace in be
lieving. 

Her remains were borne to Kensal-green on Monday, 25th of Sep-
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tember. A service was held in the chapel. Mr. Trotman (by her 
request) officiated. A hymn was sung, and an address was given, founded 
on the words, " DPath is swallowed up in victory." At the grave about 
150 persons attended to show their esteem and Christian love to their 
departed sister, who had closed a career of active usefulness, both in the 
Church and in the world, so honourably. 

'l'he portion read at the grave was 1 Thess. i. Another hymn was 
sung, and the service was closed with prayer. 

Thus we left the dust of our dear sister to mingle with the dust of 
the ground till the Head of the Church shall restore it, and refashion 
it, and make it like unto His glorious body-without sin, weakness, or 
pain, and no more subject to the power of death or the grave. 

"The memory of the just is blessed"; and the memory of Rebecca 
Jones (formerly Read) will be fragrant to many hearts for some years 
to come. This is the first of our little band at Tarlington Hall taken 
home to glory. WM. TROTMAN. 

R, Church-street, Pa,l<Ungton. 

DIVINE ENCOURAGEMENT. 
"And therefore will the Lord wait that He may be gracious unto you."

IsA. xxx. 18. 
Say, trembling saint, what is thine ail'! 

And why this slavish fear ? 
Ten thousand foes may thee assail, 

But J esu's help is near. 
And had'st thou sight 
To judge aright, 
Thou soon woulcl'st see 
It near for thee. 

Go now, and with thy Father plead, 
Low at His blessed feet ; 

Tell Him thy sin, thy grief, thy need, 
He's on the mercy seat. 

And hacl'st thou sight 
To judge aright, 
Thou soon woulcl'st sec 
He waits for thee. 

And though He's doue for them so much, 
He turns from none away; 

His love for Israel's seed is such, 
He never says them "Nay." 

And hacl'st thou sight 
To judge aright, 
Thou soon would' st see 
He'd not from thee. 

He'll fight for thee till every foe 
Beneath thy feet shall fall, 

When thou to heav'nly rest wilt go 
In triumph o'er them all! 

And hacl'st thou sight 
To judge aright, 
Thou soon would see 
All this for thee. 

Why then this backwardness to prny '? Then cease thy fears, thine m:mour gin!. 
This peace-clestl'Oying sloth'! And in His might march on. 

1''01· Israel Jesus put away For while thou'rt looking to thy Lord 
All sin, its curse and death. Thine ev'ry foe will nm. 

And had'st thou sight Thou'rt weakness quite. 
To judge aright, He's perfect might! 
Thou soon woulcl'st sec Stand still. and see 
'Twas clone.for thee. Him fight for thee. 

H. M. ALLINGHAll, author of ··The Christian's Closet Companion." 

THE first foot we set upon, after our calling, is into glory-not 
into a state of grace only; He bath settled that upon us irrevocably, 
and bath engaged Himself to see to it, to guard and bring us to that 
glory, as with a garrison all along. This glory was the first born of 
God's thoughts, and of His intentions towards us; the first thing- that 
rose up in His heart, in His goodwill to us-for it was the end and 
upshot of all His designs. This was His supreme end next His own 
idory, and therefore first in intention which moved Him to call us.
Ooodwin's Marrow. 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 
ZION CHAPEL, NEW CROSS ROAD. 

As most of our readers are aware. the 
l'lmrch and congregation meeting in the 
above place for worship ha,·e for t.he 
last six months been turned out of their 
house and home. while it underwent a 
complete renovation and enlargement. 

It seems to us a somewhat significant 
fact tba( while this, perhaps the oldest 
cause in the neighbourhood. has seen 
some five or six ot'hers spring up around 
her. she is not only able to hold her own, 
but, without budging one iota from those 
,listincti,e principles dear to us as Strict 
Baptists, is compelled "to lengthen her 
cords and to strengthen her stakes" in 
order to find accommodation for an 
increased and increasing congregation. 
v\"hen we think of this. we breathe a 
lit.tle more free],. and are inclined to tell 
friend and foe· alike that the Strict 
Baptists are not all dead yet. 

Wbile these alterations were in hand, 
a temporary place to worship in was 
found in the Kew Cross Public Hall, a 
building capable of seating from SOO to 
1000 p~ople, and where, Lord's-day 
morning and evening, the Gospel of the 
Grace of God was preached by the 
pastor, J. S. Anderson, to large congre
gations. The weekly-offering system 
towards meeting the extra expense of 
hiring the hall was here introduced, and 
was eminently successful. And, while 
the temporal building has been growing 
under the hands of the workmen. the 
spiritual has not been forgotten, several 
candidates for baptism and membership 
having come forward ready to give a 
reason for the hope that is in them. 

The re-opening services were held on 
Lord's-day, O~tober 8th, when Mr. 
Hazelton, of Islington, preached a 
powerful sermon in the morning, from 
the words, '· The blood of sprinkling, 
which speaketh better things than that 
of .Abel" (Heb. xii. 24). 

In the afternoon a masterly di8com·se 
was delivered by Nlr. Geo. Shepherd, of 
Hill-street, Dorset-square, from Zech. iv. 
8-10. in which he showed the Lord 
Jesus ·typically set forth, 1st, as engaged 
in a great undertaking ; 2nd, as en
countering great opposition ; and 3rd, as 
achieving a grnat and glorious triumph. 

In the evening the pastor, Mr. J. S. 
.Anderson, preached to a crowded meet
ing, seats having to be placed down the 
aisles, and many friends accommodated 
in the vestries. His text was taken from 
Psa. cxviii. 24, 25, "This is the day 
which the Lord bath made ; we will 

rejoice and be glad in it. Save now, I 
beseech 'l'hee, 0 Lord ; 0 Lord, I beseech 
Thee, send now prosperity." His 
discourse was divided under two heads
I st., Praises for past mercies ; 2nd, Prayer 
for future blessings. He showed that 
the <lay referred to in the text might be 
taken, l8t, As the day when the crown 
was placed on the head of David ; 2nd, 
The Gospel dispensation ; 31·d, The day 
when Jesus rose from the dead; and 4th, 
The Church and congregation could use 
the language of the text as applicable to 
the re-opening of their place of worship. 
After dwelling upon those mercies for 
which they as a Church would praise 
their God, he pointed out the danger 
Christians were in of falling into a snare 
by reason of the success God had blessed 
them with. They were apt to forget 
their entire dependence upon God for 
the future, but an antidote for this would 
be found in earnest, importunate 
prayer. The child of God cannot help 
being deeply concerned about the state 
of those around him who are living in a 
lost condition, in a state of nature, 
strangers to the grace of God, and dead 
in trespasses and sins, and so he cries, 
earnestly and believingly, "Save now, 0 
Lord, I beseech Thee." While we know 
the Lord will have His own-that all the 
redeemed shall come to Zion, yet these 
are among the means He has ordained 
to bring about such glorious res'.11ts. 
Then this prayer for future blessmgs 
evidences a felt dependence upon God. 
If we could save our friends, or men 
could save themselves, things would 
wear a different aspect ; but the language 
used showed the Psalmist believed in 
salvation by grace. .Although we meet 
in an enlarged place, we are not going 
to enlarge our views, to tack anything 
on the Gospel, or to swerve one hair's 
breadth from those doctrines we have 
preached for years. God he! ping me, I 
will go anywhere and everywhere He 
opens a door for me to speak ~he ~ruth 
in Jove; but, here or elsewhe1·e, 1t will be 
salvation by grace-by grace alone. It 
is my prayer to preach salvation by 
grace, lovingly, cheerfully, and in_ the 
spirit of the Master, and not in a bitter, 
cantankerous manne1-. 

He concluded by showing that the 
language of the text evinces a pleasure 
in the prosperity of Zion, and m·ged 
upon the people to make it a matter of 
continual, earnest prayer, that G_od 
would save sinners and bless them with 
a larger measure of prosperity. 
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On Tuesday aftemoon, October 10, a 
sermon was preached by Mr. W. Crowther, 
of Gomersal, Yorks, from Heb. v. 20 21 
"Not forsaking the assembling of y~u/ 
selves together"; after which about fiOO 
friends sat down to tea, which wa.q served 
in the new building. 

In the evening a public meeting waA 
held, the pastor presiding. A hymn 
having been sung, and the Divine 
blessing invoked by Mr. Meeres, of 
Bermondsey, the presentation of a hand
some easy-chair was made to the pastor 
by Mr. W. Topley, in the name of the 
ladies of the Church and congregation, 
who had subscribed for it among them
selves, and who had also provided 
carpets for the platform and pulpit 
stairs. 

The chairman having returned thanks 
in his usually happy manner, said, It 
was about two years since this enlarge
ment question was fairly launched, and 
during that time, while we might have 
made blunders and mistakes. we had 
also innumerable proofs of the faith
fulness and mercy of our God. 
On the 3rd April last, the memorial 
stones were laid, and from that date the 
building had been slowly but surely 
progressing, and now you see the result. 
Looking on it as a whole, I hope that it 
is satisfactory to the subscribers, and 
that it will meet with the approval of 
the Church and congregation generally. 
We are here to-night to celebrate the 
Lord's goodness towards us. The time 
wa~, when I first became a London 
pastor, at meetings like this, people 
would seem to think their chief business 
was to rail against other denominations,to 
point out their faults and deficiencies ; 
and I have often gone home with my 
heart aching at the thought of how little 
love there seemed to be amongst us. 
We don't meet here to find fault with 
any body, but would wish to accord to 
others that which we claim for omselves, 
the right of religious liberty, the right of 
private juJgment. No man, be he pope 
or cardinal, bishop or priest, has any 
right to step in between God and my 
conscience. I claim it as my birthright, 
and accord the same to others. Still, we 
are here to maintain our principles, 
and clearly, if need be, to enunciate them, 
and earnestly to contend for them. We 
do want, especially in these clays of 
laxity, decision. Be something or other, 
for God's sake, for you own sake, for the 
sake of those around ; if you profess to 
be a Christian, be something, and don't 
hide what you are. But, while we con
tend earnestly, let us do it lovingly; it 
is not the way to convert people to our 

views by dealing hard blows at them. 
There are those of other denominations 
with us to-night, and as a Christian J 
acknowledge them as brethren in the 
Lord. We have also to acknowledge 
with thankfulness the kindness of our 
ministerial_ brethren and neighbours, 
Messrs. Wigner and Giles. who recom
mended our cause to the Baptist Buildinp; 
Fund, and secured for us the lorin of 
£300 towards our alterations. We are 
here to thank God for Hi.s goodness to 
us in this matter of enlargement and 
improvement. We are here to thank 
the subscribers, and I see a goodly 
number of deacons and members of 
many Chm·ches around London who 
have very rnrdially helped us. I cannot 
speak too highly of our own friends' 
liberality; they have acted noblv in this 
respect. In fact, ever since I have been 
here, we have never had, on any occasion 
when we wanted money, but to say so, 
and it has been forthcoming. v\r c are 
here to thank the co=ittee also : and 
I can do this with a good grace. because 
I have not been on it myself. I can 
ass1:I'e you that the Church and congre
gation owe a debt of gratitude to those 
who have constituted that committee. 
You have no idea of the amount of time. 
and anxiety, and personal self-sacrifice. 
as well as liberal subscriptions, that it 
has cost the brethren to accomplish what 
you now see. We are here, in the next 
place, to get a little more monev. It is 
no use blinking that question. We have 
got much. but we want a little more. 

He closed by calling upon the hon. 
S3C:etary, Mr. Freeman, to read the report, 
which was of an eminently satisfactory 
character. After briefly review:incr the 
work which had been undertaken"' arnl 
brought to a happy conclusion he went 
into figures and showed that' the total 
amount expended was £1971, while 
donations and subscriptions (including 
the collections on the previous Lord's
day, £35 5s. 6d.) amounted to £1548. 
which, after deducting the loan from 
the Baptist Building Fund, would leaYC 
a deficiency of £123. 

Mr. J. 0. Kennard said a gentleman 
present (Mr. Whittaker, of Blackheath) 
bad just promised him £30 if the debt 
could be cleared off that evenincr to 
which he (Mr. Kennard) added £15~,i'llr. 
Topley followed with another :£15; Mr. 
Matthews, £15; Mr. Poulter, £5; i'lfr. 
Ponder, £5; Mr. Norman, ,t'.5; Mr. Webb, 
£5; Mr. Wakeling, £10; Mr. Crowther. 
£5; Mr. I. C. Johnson, £5; Mr. J. 
Johnson, £1; Mr. Holliman, :£5; Mr. 
Hayward, £2 2s.; Mrs. Bryan, £1 ls.: 
Mr. Friston, £1; Mr. Bryant, £2; l\lr 
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(;ihbcm. JOs.: Mr. n<'arsley. lOs.; and 
( a.s an <'xt ra £20 won lo. he nC'edcd for 
improYing tbC' ventilation) Mr. Cat<'hpole 
<'ontrihntC'd £2,'i, making a grand total 
of £ l /iii l iis. This lit tk episode in the 
proce<'dings. coming quite unexpectedly. 
prC'Yen(C'd somP of tlw hrC't hrcn present. 
notahl,. Messrs. Brittain, Box and 
Maste~son. from gfring the addrcssC's 
prepared for the oC'casion, which the 
<'hairman bnmoroush- asked them to 
pr<'SC'l'VC' for another occasion. 

Mr.\\'. Crowther spoke briefly on the 
plan of !be bonsc of God, the spiritual 
building composed of linng stones 
lmilded together for an habitation of 
(;nd through the Spirit. 

)h. I. C. Johnson took for his subject 
1hc foundation of the real house of God. 
as set forth in Isaiah xxnii. 16, showing 
t be 11<'cessity for a foundation. and the 
all-sufficiency of the one pronded. 

Mr. Woodard. after congratulating the 
pa;;tor and people upon the successful 
compl<'tion of the work to which they 
had put their hand, observed there was 
nothing like hard work for both Christian 
men and women. Those with nothing 
to do must of necessity be very miserable. 
The best way to be happy was to look 
out for something to do, and then doing 
it by God's help, leaving results with 
Him. After giving utterance to a few 
thoughts on God as the Builder of His 
house, he made way for 

Mr. Ponsford, who, though very aged 
and feeble. rose to express the love and 
affection be had felt for the chairman 
ever since they had become acquainted, 
and which he knew was reciprocated. 

This. one of the most pleasant meet
ings we haYe e.,.cr been present at, then 
closed with the chairman pronouncing 
the benediction. 

The sµeeches were interspersed with 
some excellent singing, under the leader
ship of .l\1r. W. Nash, Mr. C. Porter presid
ing as usual at the harmonium. 

T. G. C . .A.. 

CAMBRIDGE AND AROUND. 
MR. EARTHEN VESSEL, - Residing in 
B-, I have many opportunities of impartially 
reflecting upon the present and prospective 
hopes of what I call " the inner circle of the 
Lord's professing disriples." I cannot set my 
foot down sternly upon the declaration that 
the True Baptists must die out. No, sir, I 
ba,•e hope for them yet, although I am not 
blind to many crooked things about them. 
Some of us who have been to school look a 
little fa.rtl,er than the exterior of things; our 
God desires "Truth in the inward parts," 
and we believe where the lh•ing root of eternal 
truth is in a new and loving heart, it "ill 
throw it, fi uitful branches out in a Christ
like practical deportment. I have found 

some precious brAnches of the kind in other 
sections ot the vi•ible Church of Christ. Your 
notice of New Hden is fair, but not full, I 
went the other SunrlAy morning to hear 
Mr. John Bunyan McCure. He WM not 
there. I was sorry to hear he was unwell. 
A_ classical-looking young Jl'entlemnn, from 
his notes, g·ave us a well-prepared essay on 
the progressive streams of water Ezekiel saw 
flowing from under the threshold of the house. 
I thought the young man very promising; 
but we all pant for the dew to descend upon 
our souls; then, when truth is preached and 
the dew comts with it into our hearts, w~ feel 
it is" bread prepared from heaven." You 
ought to notice Hope Chapel in Cambridge 
where truth is told out by good men· and it 
is often filled with the elders of Israel. The 
lat~ Mr. Robinson's people are preparing to 
build a new, handsome Baptist chapel · one 
gentleman has given them £1,000 towa'rd it. 
Then, Mr. Campbell's cause goes on. To 
find fo~r ~aptist_ Churches in a University 
town hke Cambridge, and all coming to the 
front, is a cheering proof that the Baptists are 
yet a strong people. 

Around Cambridge we have many good old 
churches. 

FULB0URN 
is a village ofno small dimensions. Here, on 
a little hill, stands the County Asylum, which 
is a painfully necessary institution-now, 
about to be enlarged to nearly double its size. 
Here is a Congregational chapel, with a good 
man-Mr. Moor-for its minister; and here 
a, your readers know, is a valuable freehold 
Baptist cause, with its long avenue cemetery 
and chapel, which, alas ! has gone rather to 
decay during the last few years. A strong me
chanic, with a commission from the Lord to 
preach the Gospel, might be a blessing here. 
Myself and friends went over to Fulbourn on 
Tuesday, September 19th, to the Harvest 
Thanksgiving. We were at all the three 
services. Mr. John Hanger took the pulpit 
in the morning. He gave a large exposition 
of Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians, the first 
chapter; then he gave us a sermon on the 
words, " Because ye are sons, God bath sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
whereby ye cry, Abha, Father." From the 
moment John Hanger- begins until he sits 
down, it is one continued stream of truth. 
An aged friend said, " What an eloquent 
expositor, what a flowing stream oftrnth." 
Fulbourn chapel was full to a beautiful tea. I 
can tell you the two sermons by C. W. Banks 
woke us up. We know 1he blessing of 
Heaven was in the hearts of the people. Will 
you send me a few " Cheering Words" to 
give to our villagers;? Goon,dearsir, preach
ing Christ's own precious Gospel, and come 
as soon as you can and see your 

TALL FRIEND. 

PLYMOUTH. - How-street pulpit has 
been supplied by our deacon brother Westa
way, whom we all Jove and eoteem very 
highly. We desire him to take the pastorate. 
[We shall expect to be at the ordiuation.] 
The veue,-able V- and others are helping 
us, " Faint, yet pursuing." 
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THE LAST INSTALMENT PAID. 
( Private JVotc.) 

MY sister nnrl myself went to the Hnrvest l 

services nt Snlrm,on the Two Waters, Herts, 
in October, 1876. We both wish our friend• 
over the sen.s to know that the Strict B•ptist 
Churches in Enirl•nd ore still working on 
with much determinntion-Ood's grnce help
iog-toobey the first command of the Saviour, ; 
when to Peter, Jomes, and John our Jesus , 
said I 

"FOLLOW ME." 
Others mny follow presidents and profe~sors; 
we desire to follow the Lomb whithersoever 
He goeth. 

At our Solem, October 1, we heard our 
brother Rickett, of Abbott's Langley, and 
our own brother Horris, of Ipswich, who took 
for a text Paul's three words," I am nothing." 
Witbo11t Christ's love toward us, and in us; 
without we have a Heaven-created love to 
Christ-in His Person, for His work, and 
promi,ed kingdom, we are in a religious sense 
Nothing! 

A singular little old man said, " Where 
dill that preacher come from ? " Nobody 
answered. He did his work well; we left 
quite elevated, because we concluded, as a sin
ner without love to Christ is nottiing, so those 
who, with John, can from the heart cry out, 
"We love Him because He first lo,•ed us," 
in Christ have "all things." On Monday, 
October I, harvest tea was given in Salem. 
After which, ~rother Rickett. took the chair, 
and business commenced. Charles Wootton 
paid down the last instalment of debt on the 
chapel, creditor took it up, the chapel was 
declared freehold property-free from all in
cumbmnce, and secured by trust deed to the 
Strict Baptist Church as long as time shall 
last. Mr. Rickett then, on behalf ot the 
friends, presented deacons Kingham and 
Charles Wootton with two handsome volumes, 
which were acknowledged gratefully. To the 
oldest member, John Roberts, a godly and 
venerable saint, Mr. Rickett said," We have 
no book for you, because you are getting old." 
John cried out," That is not right! I am 
old!" It was a scene to witness good John 
looking friend Rickett in the face, anll con
tending earnestly for the truth that in nature, 
grace, and service to the cause, he was be
yond the Rfi,e prescribed for man in this lite. 
An artist might have made a picture worthy 
of adorning the cot and mansion of all classes. 
We would gladly have given the dear aged 
saint a pen,ion, but we had not the power. 
C. W. Banks then delivered a warm and well 
received discourse; and we all heartily sung 
praises to our Lord. So saith 

SISTER C. AND HER FRIEND. 
[We may just add, this clea,ing of the 

debt originated with a truly-devoted and 
God-fearing sister and mother in Israel, who 
put down l,nlf the debt, upon the condition 
that the Church raised the other. Hence the 
happy result. Charity is not yet dead.-ED.] 

A COUNTRY SPARROW OUT 
OF NEST. 

Mr. Editor,-Aa a wanderer in search ot 

experimental truth-as many of the Lord's 
dear people are in the county of Kent -
destitute, forlorn; yea, de~pised, no home, no 
settled rest, travelling from place to place in 
,warch of truth, hearing that "The Village 
Preacher" was coming to Chatham, many 
old pilgrims ha.stened thither, anticipaling to 
gather something to soothe and comfort their 
weary souls, and to encourage them on their 
pilgrimage. To the rejoici11g of their souls 
thev were not disappointed, fnr the little 
"Villal(e Preacher" truthfully, manfully, 
and faithfully led the Church of God along 
the wilderness, so that many were enahled to 
drink of the stream, sit uesice the Shepherd's 
tents, and re.st at noon. Truly it was a 
jubilee-day to many. Many exclaimed.," 0 
that we could have such a ' Village 
Preacher' here', ; for our hearts did rejoice, 
as with those ot old, with Jesus in our midst. 

In this neighbourhood preachers are many, 
but as cold as the moon, and as far off. I 
must not enlarge, or I could show forth why 
such coldness. Alas! to our sorrow, we go 
as the .foor upon its hinges, with a cry in our 
souls, " When will the Lord appear'!" 

The harvest is plenteous, the labourers are 
few; many ot the Lord's hidden-ones 
compelled to withdraw from Church-fellow
ship, wandering from place to place. There 
are olten to be founrl the two's and three's 
meeting- to read the Word, to tell our their 
thoughts upon the same; and truly such 
meetings are often very refreshing. The salt 
bas not lost its savour. The Word is well
seasoned with salt to preserve the scattered 
ones. Some may try to make provision to 
feed the hungry souls; the promise is," The 
poor shall have the Gospel preached." Where 
is the fulfilment of that promise realised to 
the comfort of the tried, hungry soul? Ere 
long may we have another visit from you. 
You will be able to take a survev of the 
land. May God bless your labours, wherever 
you may go. In the Lord's hands we leave 
you. Trusting the dear Lord will ere long 
us some token for good is the prayer of a send 

COUNTRY SPARROW. 
[We izrieve at heart to hear that our 

belo,·ed native Kent is so destitute of a 
living and powerful ministry.-En.J 

KING'S CROSS.-On Sunday afternoon, 
Octoller 1st, the friends worshipping at 
Ebenezer Baptist Chapel, Caledonian-road, 
were formed into a Church by C. W. Banks. 
Eighteen were thus united in the faith and 
fellowship of the Gospel. Mr. W. White was 
unanimously chosen as pastor. The Com
munion service, worth £9, was kindly pre
sented by a friend to the Church. The 
chapel cost £160 ; the opening services 
realised £20; leaving £140. The pastor and 
people are progressing favourably. Congre
gation~ excellent; thus conve~'ing the idea of 
there being ample room for two causes, or 
even half-a-dozen, it being located in the 
midst of a large neighbourhood. W. B. 
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:MR. GEO. HEAR~ON AND :MR. W. 
WINTER~. 

To the Editor of the Earthen Ves.•el. 
S1 R.- Rl'i11i!·• perhaps, as old • reader of 

the Enrl htn Vessrl ns pastors D. Allen and 
W. Wir,te,-s, I hope ~-our candour will admit 
a fel'-• worrl-. of mine in rett:'rence to the ,·erv 
strong stntemrnts mnrle by them in your last 
issue. on the suhject of prenehing the Gospel 
to sinners. 01 cour~e I know that vm1r 
mng·nzine is the f'Xponent of hh!h Calvitiistic 
doctrine; I, thrrefore, alwa~-s exprc-t, :rnrl 
imleerl hope to ~re " free-g-rn<>e" Wt·ll to the 
fore; h11t, heliedng, ns I confidently do, that 
it is e,·<>r~· minister's impC'ratl\·e duty to 
prr:wh to ew•r~· mHn the neres..,ity of repent
nnce torntrds God rmd foith in our Lord 
Jes11, C'hri-t, I think I ought not to submit 
to hr- puhlic-l~· hran<letl as n" villain,, and a 
"delnmer of God," for snrh a di~chnrg;e of 
my ri11 ty. Lea\'lng- )'Our ~ydnl>y pastor and 
hi~ t1·ite arg-n(·ing-s to some nearer corres .. 
pon<lent, I heir therespeetful attention of Mr. 
~·in1e~ for awhile. He sa_,•s, "It is now 
high time for e\'ery lover of the truth to stand 
up in i1s defence. and to fight manfully.'' 
I rep]~-. Amen. But I hope Mr. W. will be 
a.~ cnnrlirl as he is cam agPous, for the former 
'l'irtuP i, not very appnrPnt t~:hen, in reference 
to certain chnr·g-Ps ~;:iid to he mnrle hv the 
editor of the Chri•tfon Standard, he.says, 
"But w!,o in the world rlo They (the hypers) 
pren~li to, if not to sinners, since all have 
sinried,'' &c.? Mr. W. knows well enoug-h, 
or hP m11st he less <lh•rerning- tJrnn I give him 
crerlit tor, that what is meant is, That hypers 
do not exhort all men to repent of sin and 
render "the ohedience of faith" to Christ. 
This is the bone of contention. Concerning 
thi,, Mr. W. sn~·s, "To exhort the unhe1iever 
to helieve in Chri,t, &c .• is the popular de
lusion of the day." "Thus to preach to in
sensihle sinners." saith he," as the Fullerites 
and :,;.,purgeonites would have us, i:,, tu rob 
Chri,t of His glory, and to attribute the 
work of sah·ation "to the free-will of the 
creature. instead of the all-powerful operation 
of the Holy Ghost. Now, Mr. W. believes 
this, no doubt; hut is it 1·eally so? I trow 
not. And certainly Messrs. Baxter and 
Fuller whom he condemns, possessed a 
scdpt~rnl knowledg:e. a Jrracious experience, 
and a ,-ritical acumen quite equal to those of 
Mr. Winters. Even the doughty Dr. Gill, 
who'-e "cause•' i~ E-0 much relied upon, is 
far from being consistent with hims!'lf on this 
suhject (vide, '' Body of Div." vol. 2, p. 373, 
sub-section 2, and elsewhere). 

l\'ow, sir, as my letter,_ writ(en in reply to 
a former challeng:e on tln:-, i-:ul1.1ect, has uever 
been an~wered, Will Mr. WintPJ"3 refer to it 
in the VESSEL for August, 1875, pp. 252-3, 
and favour me with a categoric:il 1q,ly to the 
latter part beginning with" In arts viii. 
22 "? And I promise him that I will 1ry to 
prove m .. ''self '' a foeman worthy of his ~teel." 
I only a,k that he will deal closdy with the 
main point in dispute, and forb,·ar to rdy 
upon mere declamation as at all likely to 
con,•inf"'e 

Yo11rs faithfully, for Christ'• sake, 
October3rd. • GEORGE HEARSON. 

:MID-KENT CHURCHE~. 
How is that faith to be known which is ln
dissoluhly conneded with eternnl •alvatlon? 
On my wav to Chatham, Monday, Septem
ber 25, 1876, I pond,•r o,·er this one vital 
question. It is a faith, or strong persunsiou 
of the soul, which comes from some 
special revelntion of the Lord in the inner 
man. As in the lnlling of the mnnna there 
were three descen,ting·s; l, dew ; 2, :nnnna 
on the dew; 3, dew on the mnnna-cl0sing it 
r.11 in; so there must be, first, the preparatory 
grace of the Sph-it; second, the revealinJ(' and 
rece_iving of Chl'ist in the soul; thir,1, the 
•ealmg home of the knowledge of Christ on 
the heart: then, such a faith in Him will lay 
the believer low in his own estima1ion and 
will exalt the Son of God in the hdi~ver's 
affection above all expression, and will llive
or work in-such a concern for the safety of 
the soul as before it never realised. 

Enon, Chatham, Monday night, 25th Sept. 
1876.-Walked through the city ofltochester' 
small, nnpreternling city; not one of tbe s'. 
P. B. Churches here. 

In Stroorl a little Zonr is found, 
Where Drew the Gospel trump did sound 

But be i:, now at rest; ' 
At Z11ar the winter has been long; 
Still in the night they've had a song; 

Saints therein have been blest. 
Glad to hear Mr. Lawson, of Brighton has 

a son called iuto the ministry. Jn Zoar, at 
Strood, he has been useful. The house of 
prayer is now renovatcrl, and this week they 
hold a Dedicatory service. Thomas Brad
bury is to bring forth things ne" and old ; 
and George Davis, with Mr. Lawson, will 
swell the Gospel chorus. "Clni~t is preached," 
we therefore rlo rejoice. 

At St. Margaret's, saw that good old friend 
to Enon, M: r. Terry, whose house for years 
was open to care for the servants of Christ 
who were called that way. He has reached 
the age of man : 1·ipe and mellow, he waits 
the summous 'borne. "8ALVATION" 
this night was, at E11on, our theme.' Lord, 
bless it. Amen. 

Dead stop in L. C. and D. R ; dark night. 
Know not where we are, nor when we shall 
see home. 80 try and think of Scripture 
g-iven out for expo1-ilion to.morrow evening 
at brother Stringer's,. Septemher 26, 1876, 
called "The l"adour's Achievements." which 
canies the idea, expresses the fact tliat there 
were tremendous powers agniust us, Lu t the 
Saviour has taken them away-those powers 
which were legal and righteous, whicl, would 
ha,•e shut us up in the prison of the second 
death for ever; and as r!'gnrds 1hose persecu
ting principalides, Mahommedan aud Roman, 
lle will 8poil them most triumphantly 
and for Her. 

Our service at Chatham was, we trust, 
useful. The following evening at Mr. 
1St1 inger's was delightful. Our September 
work-near thirty public ,ervic<•s - was 
finished up at home, September 28, by a 
short discourse on "Gorl, the 11fadne•s of my 
joy." .Psalm xliii. 4. Inde,·rl, myaoul says: 

.. Praise God from whom alJ blessings flow.'' 
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HROCKLEY BAPTIST CHAPEL. 
ANNIVERRARY and thanksgiving services, 
Tuesday, October 3rd. I again hod the 
pleasure to mix with the Lord's people there. 
A good number took ten. We ought to say 
our sister Mrs. Cooper, assisted by several 
friends, was indefatigable iu her exertions lor 
the comfort of ell present. Mr. Wren, of 
Sible Hecliogharn, was the preacher, who 
very blessedly preached the truth as it is in 
Jesus. Thnt veteran, A. Boker, now of 
Glemsford, reed Isaiah xiii., and prayed with 
the spirit, with the understanding, and with 
thanksgiving. True spiritual prayer is one 
of the g·reatest blessings God's children are 
favoured with; the prayers of His living 
family not only ascend to heaven, hut they 
first come from heaven; no prayer is heard 
but that that is indited by the Spirit of God, 
the Holy Ghost. Paul tells us," We know 
not what to pray for as we ought"; also, 
"We are not sufficient of our.selves to think 
anything of ourselves, but our sufficiency is 
of God." Our dear Redeemer said," Without 
Me ye can do nothing." How sweet to 
realise the blessedness that while through 
grace we are led to see and feel in ourselves 
we are nothing, ~·ea, worse than nothing, 
there is in onr glorious Head, Christ Jesus, 
an infinite fulness to constitute us, nothings, 
everything glorious and beautiful, as saith 
the Holy Ghost by the psalmist, "The King's 
daughter is all-glorious within, her clothing 
is of wrought gold." At Shiloh we find one 
testifying before her God, in prayer, that He 
"raiseth the poor out of the dust, and 
lilteth the beggar from the dung-hill, to set 
them among princes, and to make them in
herit the throne of glory.'' Oh! what untold 
wonders Everlasting Love has tlone. Holy 
Paul, writing to the Church of God at 
Ephesus, reaches this glorious climax, " We 
are members of His body, His flesh, and His 
bones." Listen also to out· divine Lord, ad
dressing the Father, in John xvii., '' I in 
them, and Thou in Me, that they may be 
perfect in one"; and further, "The Spirit 
itself beal'eth witness with our spirit that we 
are the children ol God ; and if childl'en 
then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ." How sweet to realise the blessedness 
of this indissolu hie, unbroken, everlasting 
union between our God in covenant and His 
people. 

We look at another t!lear truth : He cannot 
deny Himself, but abideth faithful. This is 
an argument. for thee, poor soul, at the 
throne of mel'cy. Thou art part of Himself; 
therefore, thou will meet with no denial there, 
but thy every rrayer presented by faith iu 
Him will most assuredly bP. heard, be an
swered. Thou mnyest in deep sorrow and 
fell dal'kness, with Job, say, "He holdeth 
back the face of His throne"; or, with the 
prophet, " He shu tteth out my prayer." 1 
have said so too; nevertheless, om· blessedness 
is, He abideth faithful and cannot deny Him
self. Underarealizatiooofthisin thesoul, Paul 
might well say, let us come boldly to a throne 
of grare, for it is there the Lord waits that 
He may be gracious unto you. The apo•tle 
tells ns, in his second letter to the Col'inthians, 

that he went three times to the Lord with 
the same prayer. See how sweetly the Lord 
heurd and answered his prayer-not in the 
way the petitioner expected it, f>t1t in Oorl'.s 
own time and way, which way is always best. 
His faith took hold of the all-sufficiency of 
his God, and, like dear Jacob, I will not give 
over cryinf,!.' till I, through grace, obtain the 
blessing. Listen to the answer," My g-race 
is sufficient for thee, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness. Most gladly (cries 
this prevailer) will I rather g-lory in my in
firmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. One word from the Lol'd, droppe.d 
in the soul, will, in a moment, put all right, 
and cause that soul in holy triumph to rise 
above every threatened danger, and dare the 
mig·htiest loe, assured, as the same inspired 
penman bath said, " I can do all things 
through Chri-t strengthening me." 

Cavendish, October 9th. R. PAGE. 

GREAT BIBLE QDESTIONS. 
LOWER NORWOOD BAPTIST TABER
NACLE, Gipsy-road.- Tuesday, September 
12th, was the minister's anniversary. F. S. 
King, Esq., was to occupy the chair, but sent 
an apology, and £5. The p;:stor, G. Pung·, 
presitled, and stated it was three years last 
August since he was called to the ministry 
there; twenty-eight members had been 
added ; two candidates were appointed lor 
baptism. He believed he was the first to 
baptize in Lower Norwood. They had lost 
ten members by death, removals, and other 
causes. Income last year for the pastor, on 
the voluntary system, was £136 10s.; there 
were temptations to yield, but his resolve was 
to adhere tu Strict Baptist principles. Brother 
Stevens, a deacon, in a few plain words, cor
dially attested the pastor's statement. I give 
a few abstracts from the speeches:-

The subjects lor the evening were some of 
the ~on troverted religious questions of the 
day, not given (as the pastol' stated) to test 
the faith of the speakers, but to elicit from 
them, as representative men of the denomina
tion, their expressions on the subjects for the 
confirmation of faith, and the denunciation 
of error. Including the chairman, there 
were nine speakers down on the bill, ten 
minutes allotted to each. If the time had 
beeu multiplied by three, and the speakers 
divided by three, it would have given more 
scope for an exhaustive view of those interest
ing· questions; as it was, there was but time 
for a few congratulatory wortls to Church 
and people, and a glance at the su hjects. 
" Whence came man?" was the first, by C. 
W. Banks, which, with the others, we hope 
to give in succession. 

MARCH, CAMBS. - At Providence 
chapel, Lake's-end, Mr. E. Forman (pastor 
fol' nearly thil'ty years) baptized ou Sunday, 
October 1st. We are bound to give thanks 
to God always for such a fresh, flowing, and 
faithful ministry, for such peace and pros
perity, for a pince to worship in so commo
dious, and so comfortably tilletl with many 
who fenr the Lord. 
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OUR CHURCHES IN LEICESTER I settled pastor was the prophet Samuels hut 
AND THE MIDLAND COUNTIES. he did not stay with them very long. I 

DEAR MR. EDITOR,-What a many times I understand the people g-ot wesry of his 
in a Christian man's life he might write peculiar manner; so, nlter various trials 
Et,,,nezer ! The whole capacity of poor Mr. C. Smith was invited as a supply and wa; 
fallen man when left to himself seems to be afterwards appointed to the pastoraie. 
contained in this short paSl'age, "0 Israel, It is now about twenty years since Mr. C. 
thou hast destroyed thselt"; and the Lord Smith first came to Leicester to supply at 
adds: "But in Me is thine help "-thy Ebenezer. I believe he came from Tring or 
Ebenezer-Stone of help. How true thio is had previously been a mi11ister there as I ~an 
of om· precious Christ! Is He not the very remember him talking about Tring'· nnd he 
Foundation-stone of help to every living soul was, after due trial, appointed to th; pastor
under the sun? ls He not the Foundation- ate. By some he wns not considered full 
stone of all co,enant purposes, of all coven- stature in doctrine; not that he was errone
ant achievements, and both Fouudation and ons, but had not so deep an experimental
Top-stone of our eternal glory ? The Alpha acquaintance with the high doctrines that 
and Omega, the Amen ol every item of our some few have. It is not every one who can 
sah-ation, and all tl,e glory connected with see and understand clearly the utter de
it? While we poor thin!fS are constantly pravity of mankind through the Fall, and 
prone to g-o astray and make Him oppor- who do see the absolute necessity of the 
tunities to prove Himself our Ebenezer. essential first operation of the Holy Ghost on 

But now to Julfil my promise. Ebenezer the soul of the sinner before he can know and 
chapel, St. Peter's-lane, Leicester, has a stone feel how utterly lost and undone he is; which, 
on its front bearing date 1802, and appears in Scripture language, is~alled quickening,or 
to be the oldest place in Leicester belonging being born again, born of the Spirit .&c. 
to t be Strict and Particular Baptists. It is Some regard being born again as nothing 
not a larg·e place, but the body of the chapel more than a change of mind, won over from 
would seat ahout two hundred; and within a belief in one thing to a belief in another. 
these last twenty years there has been a Whereas, if there is not a real change of 
gallery made at one end, and a two-storey heart, tastes, desires, pleasures, and pursuits, 
schoolroom at the other end; the upper there is no regeneration. In Ezekielxxxvi. 26, 
storey of which has folding, or rather sliding, it is put very clear. There is the putting in 
doors each side the pulpit, which can be set of a new heart and a new spirit spoken of, 
open during preaching·, and doors from each and the taking away of the stony heart out 
aisle in to the bottom room, so that space of the flesh, and giving of an heart ol flesh. 
could be found within hearing distance now And our blessed Saviour told the master in 
for about lour hundred. Israel that" except a man be born again, he 

Leicester, at the time the chapel was built, cannot eater t!ie kingdom ot heaven." 
was a town of 17,0110 inhabitants. Now the Now, I believe Mr. C. Smith knew and 
estimated population in the borough is understood this part of the Christian's creed, 
113,000, besides a considerahle increase in and knew the proneness of Christ's sheep to 
the immediate suburbs; the villages near, as go astray, even after conversion; and I am 
well, all partaking of the benefit of the inclined to think the chief cause o~ the corn
prosperity of the town, have increased con- plaints th_at were made a!\"ai_ns~ ~1s mann~r 
siderablv. of preachmg arose from his ms1stmg that 1t 

I learn there were eight men in the first was the duty of Christians to obey the pre
instance who formed the Church at Ebenezer; cepts of God's Word, and attend to all the 
and it seems trom what I learn from one ordinances; in fact, " To walk worthy of 
who was intir:iate with one of the eight, that the vocation wherewith ye ~re called." Yet 
they had goua cause to give it thP name of he was not so profou~d I!'. the depth of 
Ehenezer, as by the time the chapel :was th?ught as some of God s mm,_sters; but he 
finished building they hail collected sufficient ev1d_ently _w~s a most encourng1_n!\" and corn
funds to pay for it. They bad a Mr. Horne fortmg mm1ster for young Chr1s_uans. And 
or Horn as their minister for the first few some say," Where the Jamhs thrive the sheep 
years, but I cannot learn anything more of wont starv!." I_ may truly say he wns in
him than he was a very intelligent man and strumental m callmg several to a knowledge 
a good preacher. He was succeeded by Mr. of the truth, and gathering in of th~ _Lord's 
Verley, who, from what I ean gather, was chosen ones. Tl)ere "'.ere many additions to 
highly esteemed for his work's ,ake, and the Church durmg his pai!torate, and, per
went in and out amongst them for many haps, a few enem•~•· But truly, he gave 
years and the Clrnrch prospered in l,is days. proof of an evangehst, and, as a pastor, pre
,, Ho~ good and how pleasant it is for sided faithfully, and kept good order in the 
breth1en to d;.,ell together in unity." But, Church. I believe he was very fond of the 
sir, tue Philistines warred against Israel, and Sabbath-school. 
the ark of God was taken for a little wbile; But he ~ad a mannerwhic~ was, or see~ed 
for there was a man obtained the oversight, to be qmte ~atural to him, of puttm_g 
partly by flattery who made sad havoc questions so pomtecl, that to people who did 
amougst the people but who afterwards not know him, and to others whose minds 
emigrated and beca:Ue an overseer of slaves might be a little diseased with self-import
in the U ~iled States and where it is very ance, seemed quite offensive, even without 
likely tue poor slaves' would fee! the effects the slightest intention of being so. He was 
of bis tyrannical temper. I tbmk the next pastor for about fourteen years; ond I arn 
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inclined to think it was this pointed manner, 
which wn• not altogether confined to putting 
questions, but sometimes he would let 
expres•ions out in the pulpit that seemed 
quite personal, end which, in my opinion, 
brought about the little unpleasantness 
which ultimately caused him to resign. 

He never was at variance with the Church 
as a body; but as it is said," The beginning 
of strife is as when one letteth out water," 
so there never was strife without two parties, 
and, when once begun, there seems no heal
ing of the breach, and the longer it is carried 
on the worse it seems to get. However, 
when the strife reached that stage that some
thing · decisive must be done, Mr. Smith 
resigned (Feb. 1870). His health'not being 
very good at the time, he thought it best; 
yet I do not think he was altogether so 
happy away from his work as he was while 
he continued preaching. 

The first text I remember hearing him 
preach fi-om was this: "Though I walk in 
the midst of trouble, Thou wilt revive me"; 
and he spoke very comforting to Christians in 
trouble. Thr.t is nineteen years since. I 
heard him many times after; and the last 
time I saw him to speak to him, wbi~h was 
not very long before he died, that text seemed 
quite applicable to his state of mind, as he 
expressed himself weary of his life. I re
minded him of one who said, when in rieep 
trouble, "All the days of my appointed time 
will I wait, till my change come." He 
replied he did not Il\ind bow soon his change 
came, I understood he died quite happy, 
and triumphant through Christ. He was 
buried (with his wife, who died only about 
twelve hours after him) in the Leicester 
cemetery, in 1873, by Mr. Hazlerigg. 

I believe it might truly be said without 
fear of contrariiction, notwithstandin;r there 
were two or three root< of bitterness sprang 
up to trouble them, that the Church at 
Ebenezer, Sabbath-school as well, enjoyed a 
very good measure of peace and prosperity 
during Mr. C. Smith's pastorate; and I 
think there will be many remember him 
with gratitude to God, for his instrumentality 
in ministering to their spiritual needs, nil 
the while thev live. 

Now, dear Mr. E<lito~, with your kind 
permission I would like to raise my Ebenezer 
for a month, and then, it I am spared, and 
God giveth me ability and opportunity to 
express myself, I will resume my remarks 
on Ebenezer. In the meantime, I wish you 
a precious c,argo of the first ripe fruit, yt>ur 
own little VESSEL well supplied, and a safe 
and prosperou• voyage. I again subscribe 
myself your brother, whose hope is in the 
Cleft Rock, REFUGEE. 

HACKNEY.-Mrs. Charles Williamson, 
after eighteen months' intense suffering, de
part,•d this life, October 5th, 1876. Her re
main• were laid in a[1PW grave in Abney Park, 
October 10th. C. W. Banks, h11ving seen 
and conversed with her during her long 
affliction, conducte<I the solemn service. She 
was a latient sufferer and faithful follower 
of our ord and Saviour Jesus Chl'ist. 

BLOTTING OUT THE HAND
WRITING. 

11 Awake, my hfle.rt and tongue, 
Attempt the hP,avenly lay; 

A pardon 'd sinner'R song 
Should Je~m·s love diRplay! 

No theme like this to rahie I he soul 
To realms of bliss-where pleasures roll.'" 

THE pastor of the New Te.<tament Baptist 
Church meeting in the Earl-street Taber
nacle, London-road, Southwark-Mr. Thos. 
Stringer-convened an assembly of ministers 
and friends on the 26th September, 18i6, to 
commemorate the forty-second anniversary 
of his mini•try, and the second of their 
assembly in that particular place. 

First of all, Mr. Henry Myerson, of 
Shalom chapel, Hackuey-road, gave an 
rvane-elical discourse from the worrls, "And 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder
ness, even so must the Son of man be lilted 
up; that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life." 

In a sermon recently delivered in Dalston, 
Dr. Parker, having for his text,'' He cut it 
with a penknife," said-H There is a man 
who calls himself a Calvinist, and he reads 
" Whosoever"; but he says, " I do not like 
that word.'' So he cuts it out. Mr. 
Myerson did not cut out that word from his 
text on the occasion referred to. He irave it 
full wind ; shewing that, let the man come 
from wherever 1,e might, whatever his caste, 
his colour, or his condition. if the man was 
brought to " believe in Christ, the Son of 
God, he would never perish, but have eternal 
life." 

We never yet knew the minister who 
would cut out "Whosoever" from the 
precious Gospel of Christ. We suppose Dr. 
Parker may have heard of such a man, or, 
of course, he would not publicly make such 
a statement. 

After Mr. Myerson's warm proclamation 
of the lifting up of the Saviour, after the 
celebrated provisioner Lovelock had abund
antly refreshed the company, I. C. Johnson, 
Esq , of Gravesend, took the presidential 
chair for the evening, and commenced the 
publie meeting by inviting the choir and 
congregation to sing that soul-reviving com
position of Dr. Watts-

11 Behold tlJ.e glories , f t'· e Lamb, 
Amidst His Father's throne; 

Prepare new honours for His Name. 
And songs before unknown." 

The souls of the people appeareri filled with 
holy joy, and their voices swelled into a 
chorus rich in harmony, and mighty iu 
power. 

Mr. Minton, junior, supplicated the 
Throne for n sacred blessing; and, surely, 
God was with the people with gen tie streams 
of the pure river of the Water of life. 
Every part of the chapel was filled, and 
heavenly smiles of gladuess appeared on all 
the assembly. 

Mr. Thomas Stringer had announced as 
the subject on which the ministers were 
expected to speak, 

"THE SAVIOUR'S ACHIEVEMENTS," 
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drawn from Colossians ii. 14, 15-" Blotting 
out the hand-writing ot ordinances that was 
Rg1tin~t us," &c. 

Isaac Charles .Johnson, E•q., delivered an 
openm11: speech of much value to the cause 
so dear to his heart, and so honourably sup
ported by a long and consistent life. It had 
been his lot to meet and to ruing-le with the 
diflerent phases of society hut he could 
?eclare ~01hing was so plensi~g and gladden
m!s to his heart as to meet with the people of 
God. Wi1h holy confidence he could sing-

" Here my best frien<ls. my kinrlred dwell 
Here God, my SaTiour, reigns." ' 

He hnd known his brother Thomas Stringer 
over thfrty years, and had ever highlv 
esteemed him. To meet him on the present 
oc_casion, to he~old \iim so healthy, happy, 
faithful, and frmttul m the Gospel of Christ 
was exceed_ing-Jy gratifying. A1ter glancing 
at the su bJect lor the consideration of the 
ministers presen~, he called upon Mr. 
C_orll\yell, of Brtxton Tabernacle, to give 
Ins mmd upon the text-which he did with 
theological ability, and much to the edifica
tion nt the people. 

C. W. Banks followed; afterwhich Mr. Min
~on, Jun., add_re..ssed his pastor, Mr. Stringer, 
m very affectionate terms and on behalf of 
the friends, begged his' ac~eptance of a 
purse containing £! 7 12s. 6d. A thrill of 
pleasure ran through the people when that 
large and Christ-loving man Thomas 
Stringer, stood up to ackuowledie the gift. 
He poured out his soul in grateful expressions, 
and shewed how the Church and interest in 
that place had increased with the increase of 
God. 

Mr. Geo. Pung, of Norwood Tabernacle 
bore his witness to the fact that there wa; 
not a minister in London who was better 
qualified tor his work than was Mr. Stringer. 
'l'he \'alue, the varietv, the rich suitability of 
bis phraseology, was nowhere equalled. Mr. 
Pung shewed the Jewish meaning of the 
:figurative language of the text and its con
clusive testimony to tbe reO::oval, by the 
hles.-ed Redeemer, of all condemnation for 
sin from the whole family of God. 

Mr. R. A. Lawrence, of the Bermondsey 
Baptist Tabernacle, set out by affirming that 
~e achievements ot the Saviour were exactly 
m _accorda,:;ce with the things prophesied of 
Him in the ancient times. Taking his 
stand on Daniel ix. 24, Mr. Lawrence-in a 
spiritu•l line of trutb-shewed how Jesus 
-did " finish the transgre..sion · did make an 
end of sin ; did make reconciliation for the 
people ; did bring in everlasting righteous
ness," &c. These grand acbie,·emen ts by 
Jesus, our Lord, were reached with infinite 
perfection. 

"See! on the cursed tree 
Thy dear Redeemer hangs; 

The turmen ts due to thee, 
He bearB in dreadful pangR; 

And cancelled there the mighty sum
Sins present, past, and sins to come." 

. Mr. R. G. Edwards, of Notting-hill 
illustrated the blotting out by a lively refer: 
ence to the removal of the darkest clouds by 
-the clear shining forth of the sun. 

The meeting closed with praise nm! prnyer 
and all appeared to enter into the poet'; 
delight- . 

11 Oh, glorious plan of grace! 
Who shall thy limits know? 

Forbear, 1.ny Raul, to tro.ce • 
With God, 'twas even so'. 

'Tis like Jeho,~ah's glorious Nam.e-
In height, in <lepth, 11nd length, tho samo." 

As the crowd dispersed, one happy soul 
was silently saying-

11 This was the deep profound 
In which thy sins were thrown• 

His mercy who shall sound? 1 

His love was never k•1owu. 
0 tell, my soul, 'twas lovo to thee! 
That graco designed for worthless me.' 

But some of the fearing and feeble lambs
to ~ach. other, and in silent prayer-were 
wb1spermg-

11 And is my name enrolled? 
Do thou, my soul, assure· 

Am I within that fold ' 
Which Jesus keeps secure? 

Then hold my feet in Zion s way 
Till Thee I meet in endless day.•'• 

As I walked from the meeting with brother 
M_yerson,. I said, "This thought crossed my 
mmd wh~le each one was expounding-that 
the genume structure and true position of 
the apostle's words had not been once hinted 
at. There was nnt time for me to do more 
than touch the text in an experimental way; 
and my little mite cast that evening into the 
treasury of Truth, I shall (D.V.) give in 
Cheering Words. But I submit this thought 
to lhe beloved brethren present. Will they, 
will brother Stringer, will any of the thou
sands ot readers of the HARTH EN VESSEL, 
tell me if they can see with me in the three
fold view which I, in silent meditatioa, had 
ot the Scripture so prominently brought 
before us? 

First-Paul says," Blotting out the hand
writing of ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to the cross." 

There Paul speaks of the Saviour's achieve
ments in His first advent, and, in that meta
phorical and ancient language, furnisheth 
the strongest testimony possible to the com
pleteness of redemption. 

Secondly-The next verse is a prophecy of 
the glorious display ol the victories obtained 
by our Lord, which shall be seen when He 
comes the second time, without sin unto 
salvation. Then, having eternally spoiled 
all the adverse principalities, having deteated, 
virtually, all the Anti-Christian powers, He 
will, more conspicuously, make 

"A SHEW OF 'IHEl\l OPENLY," 
"Triumphing over them in Himself!" For, 
as yet, " We see not all things put under 
Him." Then-

Tbirdly-What is the Christian's present 
position here? Simply one of living and 
walking by faith. Faith in the past re
demption achievements, faith in the future 
glorious triumphs, and faith in his own 
personal interest in the pa•t, the present, 
and the future achievements of Zion's" King 
eternai, immortal, invisible, the only wise 
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Ood ; to whom be honour and glory for ever 
and uver. AmPn." 

My brother Myerson raise,! no objection to 
this view of the Scripture which had been 
under weigh. I could greatly enlnrge, hut 
I wnit, ever anxious to be led by the Spirit 
of Truth into nil truth1 and still to be found 
the poor Churches' fait11ful servant, 

CHARLES WATERS BANKS. 
9, Banbury-rood, South Hackney, 

Sept. 27th, 1876. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
LONDON ITINERAN'P BAPTIST 

MINISTERS' ASSOCIATION. 
September 7th. 

LITTLE ALIE-STREET CHAPEL. 
(Secretary's Report.) 

DEAR Christian frieo.ds,-By the good hand 
ol onr God upon us, whose preserving care 
we desire gratefully to acknowledge, in 
sparing us to meet on this occasion to cele
brate the twenty-sixth year of the existence 
of this Association; aiso by the kind permis
sion of the pastor and deacons connected 
with this chapel. As well as month by month 
the members of the Association meet in the 
adjoinin~ vestry for conference, Biblical dis
cussion, aud transacting business. We de
sire gratefully to acknowledge the kindness of 
the friends connected with this house of God. 
In presenting the Annual Report of this 
Society, we think this is the only organised 
association for supplying our Strict Baptist 
Churches in town and country. These are 
a band ol ministerial, truth-loving men, 
warm-hearted, self-denying, peacefully-dis
posed followers of Jesus, who went about 
doing good. · 

We can truly say this is a growing Society, 
both in numbers and increasing usefulness. 
We have admitted some good men, useful 
preachers, into our midst during the past 
year. The brethren, with few exceptions, 
are fully engaged in the vineyard of their 
most glorious Lord, either in London and its 
su bnrbs, or in the provinces; in some cases 
leaving their homes at an early hour on the 
Sabbath morning, and returning at the 
approach of midnight, tired in body, but not 
tired of serving their Lord and Master. 

We will now bring before you a few in
teresting circumstances connected with the 
Society. The first is that of our brother 
Joseph Hall, who has been a member of this 
Society some years, also a member of this 
Church; he has been chosen to the pastorate 
of the Church at Richmond, and was pub
licly rec,,gnised June 13th. W. M. Haydon 
has also been a member of this Association 
for several years; he has accepted the pas
torate of the Church at Bethel, Wharfdale
road, King's-cross. Mr. Noyes is constantly 
supplying at Staines. Our brother Mayhew, 
who has recently come among us, has ac
cepted a ··-ix months' invite to Chesham, with 
a view to become their pastor. It may be 
added, the brethren are generally well 
received. We have been supplying during 
the past year, as our services have been re
quired, the following causes : Balbam 

Institution, Blackmore, Beccles, Bexley, 
Bow (Albert-terrace), Boston, Lincolnshire, 
Buck burst-hill, Battersea. Camberwell, Cot
tenharn (Camb.s.), Charlwood, Colche.,ter, 
Coln brook, Chatham, Chesham, Chelmsford, 
Cranfield, D,t!ston, Down, Dunmow, Erith, 
Epping, Enfield-highway, Forest-gate, 
Gravesend, Godalming, Hartley-row, Har
row-weald, Hadlow, Hayes, Hounslow, 
Hampstead-heath, Homerton-row, HorMey
rise, !]ford (first and second Churches), 
Kingston, Leatherl,ead, Leighton Buzzard, 
Limehouse, Maidstone, Mayford, New Mai
don, Orpington, Peterborough, Richmond, 
Rickmansworth, Reading, R11shdon, Risely, 
Sunningdale, St. Albans, Stevenage, Tad
worth, Tooting, Tring (first and second 
Churches). Trinity ( Borough), Uxbridge, 
Yately, Waltham Abbey (first and second 
Churches), Wisbeach, Windsor, Waltham
stowe. The hrethren have been helpful in 
starting the last-named cause, and forming 
a Church there, and during the past year 
they have b11ilt a neat little ehapel. From this 
we would take courage, and go forward. 
And other causes, numbering in all se••enty. 
These beloved brethren are desirous of obey
ing the command of their Divine Lord, "Go 
ye into all the wurld, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature.'' We have good reason 
to believe that our labours have not been in 
vain, the Lord having given us souls for our 
hire, for ever blessed be His name. " Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest to send 
forth more labourers into His vineyard.•' 
We wo~ld say to the pastors of our Churches, 
If you have a young· man having gifts for 
the ministry, we suould be glad to welcome 
such into our midst, to assist in carrying- the 
Gospel when opportunity offers. In drawing
this report to a close, we crave an interest in 
your earnest pravers to the Lord on our be
half, that the Word of the Lord may run, 
have free course, and be glorified. We close 
with the words ot the poet-

11 There's not a lamb in all Thy fold. 
We would disdain to fecrl: 

Hast Thou a foe before whose facE', 
We fear Thy cause to plen1'.?'' 

STROOD, KENT. - ZoAR CHAPEL, 
High-street.-This place of worship (where 
Thomas Drew formerly laboured for a period 
of forty years, and since then Messrs. 
Buckingham,Gawler, and Willet) bas under
gone alterations and improvements, and now 
presents a nice and comfortable appearance. 
The re-opening took place September 27th. 
Thomas Bradbury preached a Gospel sermon, 
listened to with pleasure and profit. A 
number of friends took tea. At public 
meeting, presided over by Thomas Lawson, 
jun. (who now supplies the pulpit), addresses 
by Messrs. G. Davis, of Woodbridge chapel; 
J. Lawson, sen., of Brighton, and T. Brad
bury. Excellent advice was given to both 
minister and people. The Lord turn their 
captivity, and prosper them abundantly, so 
prays A VISITOR. 
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CARLTON, BEDS.-Our anniversary 
S.l~rviees were ho1'1en on the 12th September, 
when we were favoured with good congre
!?'ations to }i,trn to the Word of life preache,I 
by Mr. Atkinson, of Brig·hton. In the 
afternoon he spoke of the difference there 
was made b~- the power of indwelling·-grace 
in the soul ot the belie,·er and the worldly or 
moral man. Als.o he ~hewed how we Were 
indebted to the God of !?'race for bestowing 
this !?'reat gift. In the evening his text was 
from Psa. cxx,d. 3, " Let Israel hope in the 
Lord from henceforth and for ever." He 
pointed out who Israel was-those "who 
worship God in spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and ha"e no confidence in the flesh." Then 
he shewed what hope was, Who 'to hope in, 
and when to hope. Collections equal to 
former years. We have m nch to praise tire 
Lord tor His goodness to His cause here ol 
late. A lady ot the congregation left by will 
£200 for the repair of the building, which 
was greatly need,d, and which sum (less 
legac~- duty) has been judiciously expended, 
greatly adding to the comfort of the wor
shippers, as well as to the appearance of the 
building, wl,ich is over one hundred years 
old, making altogether a great improvement 
to the house of the Lord. Truly the Lord 
bas all hearts in His hands, and can control 
all events for the carrying on of His cause. 
This restoration has g·reatly added to the 
benefit ;ot Zion, in a social point of view, in 
the locality, also g-i\'ing to those who belong 
to the cause fresh interest therein-fresh 
impetus to seek the Lord's blessing upon the 
preached Word. The hand of the Lori! has 
been so ronspicuously seen in the sending 
this timely gift, that it has awakened in the 
people a sense o: gratitude to Him for His 
kindness in restoring the house of the Lord, 
causing us to hope after this to see His hand 
working to gather in some more of His 
loved and redeemed ones into the visible fold. 
Truly we would say," Bless the Lord, 0 my 
soul, and forget not all His benefits." 

CANTERBURY.-This fine old city-so 
full of churches and of cathedral influences
is in a low state in its Nonconformist depart
ments. That grand old Independent Church, 
so many years under the pastoral rule o{ the 
late :,itepllen Gurteen, succeeded by Henry 
Cresswell, is now scattered. T!Je old chapel 
is pulled down, a new one is in course of 
erection; during which time the Church and 
congregation are left to wander whither they 
will. I wou Id have advised them to secure 
some assembl~·-rogms, engage some powerful 
prea!'hers of Christ's Gospel, and thus have 
rendered the building-season one of an earnest 
effort to arou•e these respectable citizens from 
their lethargy. " No! we are asleep ! Let 
us alone ! " Alas ! for such professors of 
Christ's holy GospPI ! Poor Mr. Cresswell 
may require rest after so many years of in
tense IHhour ; but should the •beep be thus 
scattered? The U uion Baptists are neither 
happy nor prosp rous. Mr. Smythe has 
left them. Cau thev find no man full of 
godly life, of Divine· faith, and of grateful 
z,,al, to sound the Gospel trumpet in the city 

of gates and temples? It appears not. Mr. 
Rowdon has been in " Zoar," Burgate-lane, 
some years; but, as one looks at the very 
few therein, he says, "Joseph may be a 
fruitful boug·h, but when his: branches will 
run over that little wall it is hnrd to tell." 
Oh, this unfortunate city ! When will her 
cry be (Lam. v. 21), "Turn Thou us unto 
Thee, 0 Lord, and we shall be turned; 
renew our days as of old"? We have an 
archbishop, with canons and prebends well
paid. We have thousands on thousands of 
souls in our city and populous villages all 
around, but where can we find the Gospel 
going forth in the power of God unto any 
man's salvation? A wanderer asketh
" WHB1l.B?,, 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH AT LITTLE 
LONDON. 

MR. EDITOR,-The article written by 
"an old disciple," giving account of the 
Baptist Church at Little London,· is incom
plete. A portion of that Church's history 
is left out. He says, in 1857 Mr. Lefevre 
came, and had a very successful time. Mr. 
Lefevre came in 1856: no members were 
added during his ministry ; but some 
mem hers left, and opened a place known as 
"Baxter's Room." Mt. Gwinnell succeeded 
Mr. Lefevre; afterwards, Mr. Pearce. In 
that period of the Church's history which 
"an old disciple" has witllheld-in 1861-
Mr. Boxer was duly appointed pastor, re
maining some four years. During his 
ministry matters became unpleasant, and the 
Church was divided. Can it be wondered at 
that " lcllabod" should be written on its 
walls ? Mr. Boxer's successor was Mr. 
PPgg, whose stay was very short; Mr. 
Warren came for a short time; was succeeded 
by Mr. Jermine, who laboured here eighteen 
months with some success. Mr. Walker was 
the next ; a di•pu te arose; the major portion 
of members left. Reopened Lichfield-street 
Chapel ; when a Cllurch was formed on the 
open-table system, and remains so to 1his 
day. The present pastor, Mr. Gill, came 
here from Norfolk. Shortly after his com
mencing, it was found necessary to repair the 
chapel, costing £190. The whole was raised 
by the members and friends within the year. 
Since then, the cause has gradually in
creased; many have been baptized; the pews, 
instead of being- empty, are tolerably well 
filled. Things are looking favourable. That 
portion of "an old disciples'• " report as 
regards Gomer-•treet and Little London 
being united, your readers should know, 
upon two occasions the people of Gomer
street have been respectfully asked to return 
to Little London, and so repair the 
" breaches of Zion"; they declined to do so. 
I am afraid your space will not allow me to 
say more than I am 

ONE WHO LOVES FAIR-PLAY. 
[We have omitted much. One fact is 

better than all. Mr. Gill and the cause are 
going on well. We believe "-an old disciple'' 
would not write one wrong word respecting 
any Church.-En]. 
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ASKETT, BUCKS.-Askett is a hamlet 
one mile nnd a hnll from the town of Prinees 
Rishorough. In the year 1836, a Strict 
Baptist cnuse was formed, Mr. Terry be
coming the minister. For ten years he 
lnhoured, nnd then pnssed nway; since which 
time the Lord hns raised up men to preach 
unto ns the discriminating truths of His 
own Word. Mnny and various have been 
our trials by the wny, sometimes clouds and 
~arkness, and again light and life. Our song 
is both of mercy and ofjudgment, From the 
time of our formation as a Church (with 
slight exceptions) we have been steadily pro
gressing, so that now we have a chapel 
capable of holding over three hundred 
persons, and three times on the Sabbath-day 
may the anxious worshippers be seen wend
ing thitherward, often filling both chapel 
and vestries. We have likewise a large 
school, in good working order, with an 
efficient stRff of teachers ; our present 
minister being a Mr. Burgess, formerly of 
Woohurn Green. Our anniversary was held 
in May. Mr. Hazelton most ably expounded 
to a lull house tl,e unsearchable riches of 
Christ. At the tea on that occasion a plea
sant sight was beheld; the chapel and galleries 
completely filled, with tables in the graveyard 
to accommodate the many flocking together. 
At our harvest thanksgiving, on September 
27th, we were favoured to hear Mr. Bardens, 
of Hayes, who spoke both pleasantly and 
profitably to !!'Oodly congregations. One 
hundred and eighty sat rlown to a good tea, 
which was thoroughly enjoyed. During the 
summer we have had tokens of the Lord's 
presence amon!!'st us, for which we desire to 
praise Him. Our pastor baptized three on 
June 4th, two on August 6th, and one on 
September 24th, with one added from 
another Church, and three wanderers re
stored. Thus, looking to the great Head of 
the Church, we take courage, and press 
forward, praying that His blessing may 
abundantly rest upon us, and His name shall 
have all the glory. A MEMBER. 

PLUMSTEAD TABERNACLE. - Our 
Sunday-school sermons were- preached by 
brother George Holland, of Willingham, and 
R. C. Bardens, of Hayes, on September 17th 
and 21st. Mr. Parnell, the minister of the 
place, presided over the public meetings; 
and short "essays" were given by G. Hol
land, R. C. Bardens, C. W. Banks, C. 
Cornwell, W. Lack, &c. "An essay," saith 
Barclay, " is a loose sally of the mind." 
Time will not admit of consecutive exposi
tion. 'l'he ladies gave a respectable company 
a refreshing and sul!.stautial tea. We may 
further report. 

BIRMINGHAM.-On the first Sunday 
in September, we had our. well-prov~d 
friend, T. J. Messer, preach mg to us m 
Charlotte - street Chapel. We were all 
thankful to see and hear him so well. He 
has had a long and useful day in our Lord's 
service. ~• e huve, in Charlotte-street, a 
good 8unday-school. We pray for a fruitful 
pastor. 

HOXTON.-Specialservices to commem
orate the Pastor's anniver.'-Rry, were held at 
Bethel Chapel, Newton-street,on Lord's-day, 
October 8th, when the Pastor preached in the 
morning-; afternoon, ,J. Vaughan; evening 
J. Griffith. On the following Tuesday te~ 
and public meeting. The ch:ipel was ~ell
fille,t, even to forms up the aisle. Mr. W. 
Osmond presided, and read a Psalm; after 
which Mr. Howlitt prayed. The Chairman 
then said they had come together to celebrate 
the goodness and mercy of onr covenant God. 
About 140 had been gathered into the Church 
since he had been their minister. That was 
a fact calling /or gratitude. Many of these 
still remain ; some have gone home; the pre
sent number of members is 76. During the 
year they harl had their troubles; but, God 
bein,,- their helper, they had been brought 
through them. In the course of the year seven 
had hee11 added to the Church. Mr. Evans spoke 
on Christ our Saviour. Mr. Miller (deacon), 
on behalt of the Church, presented the pastor 
with a handsome bookcase, accompanied by 
a few kindly words; and Mr. Osmond suit
ably responded. Weighty remarks fell from 
Mr. Dearsly's lips, on Christ the Brother 
born for adversity. Mr. Brown followed, on 
the word " Wonderful," in reference to 
Christ. Mr. William Lodge spoke on 
Unity; Mr. Joiner,on Christ the Everlasting 
Father. Many found it good to be there. 

HIGH WYCOMBE.-" Heaven, a place 
and a state." Anniversary of Zion chapel, 
Oxford-road, was October 4th. Mr. Bur
gess, of Askett, preached the sermon. Mr. 
Thomas Chivers, the pastor, presided in 
the evening. A delightful address on 
" Heaven" was delivered by llfr. J. Jones, 
of Speen; we hope to see it published. 
Messrs. Collins, jun., Fuller, Burgess, and 
the pastor also gave us excellent discourses. 
It is gratifying to know. after a nine years' 
pastorate, our brother Thomas Chivers still 
ministers to the people at Zion, with spiritual 
advantage. A great and good work has 
been effected during bis pastorate. The 
school, the church, and all the institutions 
connected with Zion, are in a heal thy and 
happy condition. As a deacon of the old 
Surrey tabernacle, as a London pastor for 
several years, and latterly as a leader in the 
provincial districts, .Mr. Chivers has been 
variously fitted for useful spheres of minis
terial work. 

HEREFORD.-Pastor has left Baptist 
Chapel; opened a ball ; great effort to raise 
another cause. Pastor wanted much more 
money than Church could raise him. What 
a mischievous thing the money is! Mr. 
Williams, from Abergavenny, is coming to 
Hereford. If he settles and prospers, the 
attempt to divide the Church will !ail. Our 
pretty, homely, quiet, clerical city ol Here
ford has nfver been honoured with a genuine 
New Testament Baptish Church yet. Hence 
it appears divisions belong not exclusively to 
that peculiarly primitive section. I have 
picked up a few notes in these fruitful fields. 
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CROWFIELD. - September 20, nnni
,,e~arv ~ermons were preac-herl by Mr. S. 
Cozen~, of Willenball, to commemorate the 
fourteenth year of Mt•. J. Dearing's pa•torate, 
to crowded congregations. The number of 
friends to ten wns so l•1·ge thRt the body and 
g-Rllery of the chapel were lllled to ovedlow
ing-, and many friends could not obtain seats. 
The serdces were remarkably solemn and 
yet divine)~· ple•~ant. It is gratifying to 
find one spiritual oasis in this moral desert. 
The cause at (;rowfield is g·reen and flourish
ing, and the people are remarkahly attached 
to their g-ood pastor, who leads them through 
the valleys of the deep things of God, and 
over the high mountains of Israel, into ex
alted pridl,•ges and bles_sings. The day was 
brig-ht, the people happy, the collections good, 
and the greetings lovely. 

.. 1,ord. how delightful 'tis to Ree 
. \ whnlr, r-<::.<::.eml)l:-,· w0r~hi.p Thee':· 

NEW NORTH ROAD.- Sen•ices at 
Salem, Wilton square, Lord"s-day, September 
24th; W. Finck from "Let my mouth be 
filled with Th_,. praise and Thy honour all 
the day long." Both morning and evening he 
was happy. The following Monday Mr. 
Anderson from," The Lord i,nigh unto them 
that are of a broken heart, and sa,•eth such 
as. be of a contrite spirit"; WRS searching, 
comforting; he seems quite at home in this 
l!Ood old f'-cripture. In the evening W. 
Flack presided, and assured us they were 
living together in love, happiness, and peace; 
he had recently baptized. It was cwenty 
vears this month since they first came 
together; most of the mem hers had been 
gathered throug·h his instrumentality. H. 
Hall then spoke from, " Ilrethren, we are 
debtors." J. Bennett, "Ye are My wit
nesses." Messrs. Dearsley and Bloom irave 
kind words. E. Langford put up the shutters. 

W. B. 

LUGW ARDTNE, NEAR THE WELSH 
MOUNTAINS, October llth, 1876.-DEAR 
FRIENDs,-Being on a tour through 
Glnucestershire, Hereford, and Oxon, many 
letter, remain unanswered. In due time 
(D.Y.) all shall be noticed. The Churches 
are not very joyous ; the pastors are not over 
rich in any sense. But, I find the Gospel as 
full aud as flourishing as ever when the 
Spirit of God doth go forth with it. Pray 
for C. W. B. 

LOWESTOPT.-We have bad, at Ton
ning-street Chapel, our honest and honour
able friend, John Bonny, of London, 
preaching the Gospel. We all sincerely 
thank the Lord for such valiant and intelli
gent men of God. We were highly 
favoured; but we are crying to the Lord for 
a full-weight pastor and able preacher. 

R~HDEN. - We have commenced a 
Sunday-school. Mr. Bennett, of London, 
bas been preaching the ina~gural sermons. 
We are praying to be useful.. Oh ! th~t v:,e 
bad " a man in whom the Sp1r1t of God IS ! 

AYLESBURY. - BAPTIST CHAPIH,, 
Walton-street. Anniversnr.v on 'l'uesday, 
Sept. 5th. At morning service, nbout 150 
heard Mr. Hazelton preach from the words 
"And with His stripe• we are healed." At 
afternoon service, as Mr. W. Webb entered 
the pulpit he saw seve~al faces familiar to 
him, to which on the past Sahbnth he had 
said "Good-bye"; hut they thou~;ht once 
more they would hear him rleclnre the whole 
council of God. The chapel wn~ full. Mr. 
Webb took for his text," For Christ also lmth 
once suffered for sins." He showed none eve1• 
endnre,1 like suffering-. He spoke of the 
Sufferer mentioned in the text; for whom He 
suffered ; why He suffered; and what He 
suffered. The sermon was listened to with 
great attention. The committee laboured well 
to set out a good tea. 150 sat down. In the 
evening Mr. Hazelton preachecl ou the 
"V cssels of mercy." It was a sacred day . 

THE LATE F. J. HUDSON.-1\IR· 
BANKS: My beloved father, Mr. Flavious 
Josephus Hudson, fell asleep in Jesus at ten 
o'clock on Friday ~orning-, Sept. 29th, 1876, 
after weeks of intense suffering. His remains 
are laid in llford Cemetery. Though" absent 
from the body," he is "present with the 
Lord," whom he loved and served on earth. 
Sincerelv, H. HunsoN. 

104, Stamford-street, Blaekfriars. 

DUNSTABLE.-A widow says her son 
has been divinely raised up in faith and love 
to her glorious Lord under the preaching of 
llir. James Clark, in i,,t. Mary-street Chapel, 
where the Hope Family trust the captivity of 
Zion is turned. This olcl cause has existed 
two hundred vears. Oh ! what a history it 
has been ! Still, there are !!odly men there 
who are firm and faithful to God and to the 
gospel of His Son. We trust Ja mes Clark 
will long and blessedly labour there. 

SUNDERLAND.-Dear Samuel Turner's 
"Jireh '' is destroyed by the railway. There 
is money enough to build a new chapel; but, 
they want a pastor to gather up the people. 
We are sorry to find the money is in 
Chancerv. Why not arise in the strength 
and faith ot the Lord, and erect a new 
place 7 Are the frieocls of truth iu Sunder
land so few, and so feeble? Oh ! that the 
voice from Heaven might be heard-" Go 
Forward!" Will V. T. tell us what 
hinders'! 

HACKNEY ROAD.-Onr sixteenth an
nual meeting was Oct. 3, 1876. Our chapel 
and schoolrooms have all bc•en renovated, 
partly rebuilt. We have now a handsome 
place of worship in Shalom chapel, Hackney 
Oval. We have spacious schoolrooms, full 
congregations and a faithful pastor whom 
we all esteem ~nd cunfide in. At our meet
ing, Mr. Myerson presided with his usual 
eloquence and zeal. Br·ethren Cornwell, 
Steed, Gander, C. VI'. Banks, •~d others 
advocated our principles with plea.sing free
dom, 
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WHEN WILL OUR NATION AWAKE TO HER DANGER? 

"Take heed that no man deceive you."-CHRIST. 
"They lie in wait to deceive."-PAUL. 

ONCE more, before we close this our thirty-first volume, we are com
pelled to raise our voice, to bear our witness, and-as far as we 

can-to cry out, and shout against the delusions, the deceptions, the 
dangers, and the depths of darkness now everywhere filling this once 
Protestant land, this so-called Christian country, wherein our fathers 
burned and bled for the truth of heaven ; wherein a glorious but 
imperfect" Reformation" was given to us; wherein the Gospel of the 
grace of God bas been proclaimed; wherein, we trust, the Lord bas still 
many faithful disciples; but wlierein now, alas I Satan, as an angel of 
light, Satan, as an harlequin, Satan, as a masked and merry-making soul
deluder, appears every day more powerfullJllt._~arrying the floods of people 
down into the regions of woe. From the first day that my mouth was 
forcibly opened to speak that truth of the Gospel which Christ Himself 
poured into my soul by His Spirit and Word, on the memorable morning 
of my conversion, from the moment I was constrained to publish Christ's 
Gospel, more than forty years since; from that time until now the enemy 
of souls has never ceased to do his utmost to destroy me. Nearly all 
those gentlemen called pastors and parsons by tongue and by pen, have 
been stirred up with envy and jealousy to crush me; and they think 
they have succeeded. Ought not I, then, to fear to say or write any 
more against Satan and his satellites, seeing he has so often dashed me 
to the gTound? I have trembled to either write or speak against the 
wiles of" the wicked one'' any more ; but seeing, every day, that in 
publishing truth, in preaching the Gospel, in relieving the poor in Zion, 
and in many ways, a Divine Providence has increasingly employed me. 
abundantly blest me, and marvellously helped me-with the inspired 
Watts, I can sometimes 

--" Smile at Satan's rage, 
And face a frowning world." 

Satan cares for none of those gentlemen; the Cardinal confesses he has 
no fear from that immense body of well-paid hirelings who have a rule 
of variety in their public ministrations-that is to say, they have a 
polite and polished philosophy to begin with, then an inch or two of 
pretended Protestantism, leading on to a bold and daring dose of 
Arminianism, and finishing with a positive, personal Popish demand. 
For all this medley of poison Satan cares nothing; but when tbe..,ord 
takes a simple soul for His servant, who knoweth nothing but what _the 
Spirit of Christ reveals in, and speaketh through him, then, agamst 
that Simple-Simon sort of a thing, Satan's bruisings will be inveterate; 

VOL. X:XXII.-DEOEMBER, 1876.] Z 
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and how it is that none of his infernal blows quite destroy the little one 
is a wonder in the Chambers of Iniquity. Forgive this introduction. 
HaYing received a report of 

l\fa. WILLIAM CUFF'S EXPOSURE OF THE PAPACY, 

as delivered by him before an immense audience in the Shoreditch Town 
Hall, on the ~venin~ of November 5th, I felt my mind directed to give 
~he best port10n of it to the r~aders of ':)'11~ EARTHEN V~SSEL;" praying 
m my so~1l_ that the Lord will make it mstrumental m arousing the 
sleepy spmts of tens of thousands of the English people, who are all but 
fast asleep on 

THE EDGE OF AN AWFUL PRECIPICE! 

On the occasion referred to, Mr. Cuff having spoken of several 
notable events which had occurred on the 5th of November, then pro
ceeded as follows:-

" I dare say some good soul has been saying, What has this matter 
of history to do with us and the Gospel of Jesus Christ? I am going 
to tell you what all this has to do with you and me to-day. Just at 
this juncture of English history in which we are placed, worshipping 
God in Shoreditch-just now has come upon us a downright Popish 
day. Our country at this hour, is foll of plots, intrigues, and devices, 
political and religious. Our ears have hardly done tingling since the 
ne'\Vs flashed across the country that a gunpowder explosion had taken 
place in Clerke1mell. For weeks past our troops have been obliged to 
surround Chatham prison; our M.P.'s are talking of secret societies 
which will spring a mine in the religious world. Cardinal Manning is 
still in England in close alliance with the Pope, pulling wires behind 
the curtains, and sending telegrams that nobody reads but himself and 
a few favoured Catholics. There is a network of Popedom spread over 
ever_y ,illage in England. There are secret societies among priests; 
they ha,e secret vows upon them, and they are bound securely to the 
altar. In almost every place there is one of their Churches; in every 
Church there is a priest. On one side there is a confessional-box, foul 
with the deeds of the de,il, and everlasting shame rests upon its roof; 
on the other side there is a convent; its doors are closed against us, and 
deeds done within its walls are done in secret. Brothers and comrades 
of the cross, this is what the past has to do with the present; here is 
the connection between November 5th, 1605, and November 5th, 1876. 
Here is the connection between the cellar underneath the House of 
Parliament and Shoreditch Town Hall, with this multitude of English 
people hearing the Gospel. 
WE MUST ST.A.ND ONCE MORE TO OUR ARMS, .A.ND CONTEND AGAIJ¥ 

EARNESTLY FOR THE FAITH. , 

On our banner is inscribed no strange or mystical device. W ~ want all 
the world to read it; we want the little child to spell it out to its fat~er; 
we '\Vant the str-011g man to read it, and tremble as he reads the burnmg 
words written in blood-the blood of the eternal covenant .of God ; we 
want the rich and great to read the inscription; we want to carry that 
banner with its motto into all the dark places of the earth; _we 
want the priests.and the congregations ~hat listen to them_ to see it; 
we want the polished and the rude, the ignorant and the pohte, the few 
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and the many to see the inscription. Thank God it is easily remembered: 
'Christ and Him crucified' is the device, the blessed heaven-sent words. 
With these words upon our banner, we are sure of victory over the 
consciences of men-over the judgment, the politics, and the religion of 
men. Whatever springs out of Jesus Christ- and Him crucified, leads 
to the good of every,nation, and advances the glory of our God. In 
contending for this truth, we are fighting for no dogma. I fling back 
the round lie into the teeth of the man who charg-es us with fighting for 
a dogma. We are fighting for the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and if any man 
calls that a dogma, our reply is, the Bible is a dogma. I don't believe 
that maidens would have been sawn assunder and torn to death by foul 
men for any other principle but that they loved Him who had loved them 
and died that they might live. I don't believe that the Bulgarians to
day would have suffered what they have suffered, and done what they 
have done, had it not been for the Jesus whom they loved and the Christ 
in whom they believed. The Turks saw on the top of the little churches 
in the villages the cross of Christ, and they tore it down like fiends, 
they saw on a village school another little cross, the emblem of Christ; 
it stirred the blood of the Mahommedan. and he tore down the school, 
and, not satisfied with that, he killed the children who went to the 
school to learn the name of Jesus. Ask me what would become of 
England to-day, if the old Romish hand, red with human blood, could 
stretch itself out, and I will tell you. They would take us, and bind us 
hand and foot, and cast us into outer darkness to-morrow morning, if 
the law would allow them; they would put us on the rack and pull us 
joint by joint to piece!!; they would gather the faggots together and 
burn us to ashes, and why? Because-and only because-we dare to 
tell the Pope of Rome that he is not the governor of men's conscience; 
because we dare to tell the priest that we can get to heaven without his 
benediction, and that we shall not go to hell through his curse ; we say 
to them we have a common salvation, and that common sal
vation is Christ's for dying men ; because we say to them 
we are contending earnestly for the faith once delivered to the 
saints; and because we so confess and mean to contend even to the death, 
they would snatch the Bible from our grip ; they would stop us from 
teaching our children the precious words that fell from the lips of Jesus, 
and would teach them to bow to the Pope, the priest, and the Church, 
to an authority which is merely human, and by no means Divine.'' 

JOHN FOSTER'S PREDICTED VIEWS OF POPERY A.ND RITUALISM. 

One word more, and I will leave this awful theme. O! that our God 
would arise, and have mercy upon Zion. Amen. A young minister 
was once introduced to that great essayist the late J oho Foster. The 
young man says, "During the visit with whic.:h I was indulged, Mr. 
Foster and his friend entered on a conversation ( provoked by some 
surrounding circumstances) about the Romish Church, when, with 
kindling indignation, the great man exclaimed, 'It is an infernal system, 
sir, and it is fragrant only in the nostrils of the prince of the power of 
the air.' Having been silent up to this moment, as became a stripling 
in the presence of the great .meditative giant, I ventured to ask Mr. 
Foster how long he thought it would be before the system was over
thrown. 'It is difficult to say,' was his reply, 'but it will have received 
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a main shove in fifty years. There may, probably, be a shop opened 
alongside to sell off thR olil rags.'" 

John Foster uttered a true prediction. The shop is open now. Its 
house was " the half-way house to Rome," so much resorted to. As a 
dignitary of the Established Church has observed, at the very period 
when Continental nations are finding out the evils of Popery, and clipping 
the wings of priestcraft, our land is relapsing into superstitious error, 
and visited by a swarm of priests who are catchiug unwary souls. 
Baptismal regeneration and the real presence, confession and absolution, 
penance and apostolical saccession, are openly taught by hundreds of 
clergymen. What is more to be deplored, they are favourably received 
by multitudes. Ritualism is popular. "The people love to have it so." 
Then woe betide them! C. W. B. 

A VOICE FROM HEAVEN. 

I SHI!\E in the light of God, Ye are walking still in the vale of tears, 
But I wait to welcome you. His likenes~ stamps my brow; 

Through the shadow of death my 
have trod. 

feet Do I forget? Oh, no, 

And I reign, in glory now. For memory's golden chain 
Shall bind my heart to the hearts below, 

No breaking heart is here. 1 Till they meet and blend again. 
No c1-:, of thrilling pain, [ tear 1 

No wasted •cheek. where the frequent , Each link i~ strong_and bright, 
Hatb roll'd and left its stain. I And loves electric flame 

I ha.e found the joy of heaven, 
I am one of the ransomed band ; 

To me a crown of glory is given, 
And a harp is in my hand. 

No pain, no grief, no shame, 
Safe in my happy home, 

1 Flows freely down, like a river of light, 
1 To the world from whence I came. 
I 
j Do you mourn that another star 

Shines from the glittering sky ? 
i Do ye weep when the raging voice of war 
, And the sounds of conflict die ? 

My fears all fled, my doubts all slain, ' Then why should your tears run down, 
My hour of triumph's come. ' And your hearts he sorely riven? 

O friends of mortal years! , For another gem in the Saviour's crown, 
The trusted and the true, For another soul in heaven. 

(Co=unicated by T. J. MESSER.) 

MY HEAVEN. 

"To depart and to be with Christ."-PHIL. i. 23. 

MY heaven is not alone to be 
With saints in perfect purity, _ 
With them to sing, with ther!!' More, 
With them to walk and sin no mor,e. 

My heaven is not alone to meet 
The hosts who bow at Jesu's feet, 
To speak with lov'd ones o'er again, 
Who long since fled this world of pain. 
My heaven is not alone to know 
That I have left all earthly woe; 
Nor will it be to mount on high, 
And join the worship of the sky. 
No. heaven is more, far more than this, 
Far more than all created bliss, 

Rochdale, November 9th, 1876. 

Far more than mounting to the skies, 
To dwell in endless paradise. 
My heaven, my only heaven, will be 
Where Christ will ever dwell with me, 
And heaven would be but blank despair, 
Should Christ, my Lord, be absent there. 
He loved me when I loved Him not, 
When His dear cross I oft forgot : 
And when my sins swelled as a flood, 
Then then for me He shed His blood. 
Then' what are all the joys above 
Compared with my Redeemer's love 1 
They make not heaven; no, none but He 
Can make a perfect heaven to me. 

WILLIAM STOKES. 
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THE SAVIOUR'S IMMUTABLE DECREE. 

"Marvel not that I said unto thee, YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN."-Jno. iii. 7. 

WITH the kind permission of the Editor, I should much like to 
address the many thousand readers of the E.ARTKEN VESSEL ere 

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six has 
fully and finally finished its solemn record. 

The solemnity of the subject to which I desire to draw the earnest 
attention of every reader, is such as to transcend the highest powers of 
all created intelligence adequately to set forth, and yet every one has a 
personal and eternal interest in the words that stand at the head of this 
paper. How deeply solemn the thought. We are born to die, and we 
must, die to live a life that never dies, but where? with whom? and 
under what circumstances and conditions ? Tarry here we cannot, if 
we would, for He who fixed our lot in the scale of being among the 
creatures of His power, holds our everlasting destiny in His own 
sovereign hand of undisputed right. 

And from His Word we learn, "It is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment." And what the Saviour and the Judge 
said to the Jewish ruler, Nicodemus, he says through the Scriptures to 
every one of us now-" Ye must be born again." 

It is not a matter left to human choice, hut is one of the " im
mutable" things of Divine necessity. " Ye MUST be born again." 
And what adds greatly to the solemnity of this truth is its absolutely 
personal character; "YE must be born agai1i"-whether an "infant of 
days,'' a "young man," or a "father ;" yea, whether a prince in purple 
clothing seated on his royal throne, or a poor prisoner in "vile raiment " 
in the dungeon, all-without a solitary exception-of the sons and 
daughters of Adam are under the rule of this " immutable decree," pro
nounced by the lips of the future and eternal Judge of all mankind 
(Acts x. 42). Not only does this great truth affect our persons in
dividually, but our state as moral agents is enforced in the most solemn 
manner, for " Ye must BE born again,'' according to the language of an 
'' immutable decree." It is not sufficient lo entertain the doctrine of 
regeneration or the new birth in the understanding, but the Sa,iour 
says to every man cherishing the hope of endless rest beyond the grave, 
"Ye must be born again." A man may think about this great truth, 
and firmly believe it to be a Bible doctrine, and yet be unregenerate, to 
such the words come with authority, "Ye must be born again." 

And to raise our thoughts yet higher and higher, and to impress our 
minds more deeply with this grand and essential verity in personal 
salvation, Jesus asserts and repeats the same doctrine in various forms 
of speech~ enforced by illustrations. There is no escape from the words, 
"Ye must be BORN AGAIN." For alas, 

" No strnngth of nature can suffice 
To serve the Lord aright ; 

And what she has, she misapplies, 
For want of clearer light." 

That we may, dear reader, glean instrnction and profit from these 
words, let us together consider the necessity for this great and vital 
change of heart, the change itself, and what are the fruits and evidences 
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of the same ; and may the Lord the Spirit be our Teacher and 
Sanctifier. 

l. THE NECESSITY FOR THIS VITAL CHANGE IS FIVEFOLD. 
1. The 1:mmutable pmfectums of the Divine nature require it. 
Whate,er God is in His own nature He is necessarily, essentially, 

eternally, infinitely, immutably, and everlastingly. This is the eternal 
foundation of God's throne, the everlasting Rock on which all Divine 
purposes are based, and the infinite Spring of all the revealed acts of a 
Triune Jehovah. It is the glory of God to be what He is necessarily 
from the immutable perfections of His own all-glorious nature and 
adorable Go~l1ead. In a high strain of holy exultation and triumph 
Moses exclaimed on the shore of the Red Sea, "Who is like unto 
TREE, 0 LORD, among the gods ? who is like THEE, GLORIOUS IN 
HOLINESS. FEARFUL IN PRAISES, DOING WONDERS?" (Ex. xt. 11). 
The spirituality of the Dinne nature, and the infinite holiness of God
head, constitute the beauty and glory of the revealed character of the 
Great Moral Governor of all worlds. " Ascribe ye greatness unto our 
God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect ; for all His ways are jndg
ment : a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He " (Dent. 
xxxii. 3, 4.) Hence " Ye must be born again." 

2. The holiiiess of the Divine residence in glory requires it. 
"Thus saith the LORD, The HEAVEN is My throne, and the earth is 

My footstool." " But the LORD is in His holy temple ; let all the earth 
keep silence before Him." Into the glorious abode of God and the 
Lamb no unholy thing shall ever enter, no sin nor sinner shall ever mar 
the beautiful works of God in glory ; resplendently holy the "many 
mansions " shall ever abide. " And there shall in no wise enter into it 
anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie ; but they which are written in the Lamb's Book of Life." 
'' Holiness becometh Thine house, 0 Lord, for ever.'' Hence "Ye must 
be born again.'' 

3. The holy associations of saints in glory require it. 
" Can two walk together, except they be agreed ?" "For what fellow

ship bath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what commnnionhath 
light with darkness? and what concord bath Christ with Belia!? or what 
part bath he that believeth with an infidel ? and what agreement bath the 
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God ; as God 
bath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them ; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 14-16). "Without HOLI
NESS no man shall see the Lord" (Heb. xii. 14). Amid the myriads 
of bright angels in glory, and among the countless millions of happy 
saints around the throne of Incarnate Deity, not a single one could be 
found with a stain on his celestial robes, nor a sinful thought in his 
g-lorified mind, nor an impure desire in his bosom. Inexpressibly gran~, 
sublime, and awful, as the manifestations of Almighty God must be m 
their own nature, yet as every ray of His refulgent glory beams through 
the Person of Immanuel, the saints in glory associate as closely, and are 
as much at home, with a Triune Jehovah as a child is with his father. 
Hence the beautiful home character and social bliss in the words :
" In My Father's house are many mansions ;" and " Blessed are the 
pure in heart ; for they shall see God." 
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But for an unre,qenerate sinner there is neither place nor society in 
heaven. Hence" Ye must be born again." 

4. The immutability of the Divine counsel and the inviolability of 
Divine f ailhfulness require it. 

In the great moral universe of intelligent agency, a single flaw or 
failure in the rectitude of Divine government, or a breach in His faith
fulness, would be fatal to the immaculate purity, majesty and supremacy 
of God's rightful dominion over His creatures. But this can never 
take place, for He is "the LORD that changeth noL," the " Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of taming." 
Hence, He will do all His pleasure; His COUNSEL shall stand ; and 
the thoughts of His heart unto all generations. "The Scriptures cannot 
be broken;" and "the Word of our God shall stand for ever." "My 
covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of My 
lips, nor suffer My FAITHFULNE8S to fail" (Psa. lxxxix. 34). Hence, 
" Ye must be born again." 

5. Man'.~ DEPRAVED nature and CA.RN.AL state renders it absolutely 
imperative that he be born again. 

" The natural man recei veth not the things of, the Spirit of God : 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned." "That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh;" and " they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the 
·flesh ; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For 
to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 
.peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that 
are in the flesh cannot please God." "It is the Spirit that quickeneth; 
the flesh profiteth nothing." "Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
SEE the kingdom of God." No, be " cannot SEE" the reality, nature, 
character and grace of God's kingdom in the hearts of the vessels of 
mercy afore prepared unto glory; be has no spiritual faculty for seeing 
"spiritual things." "Having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in him, 
because of the blindness of bis heart" (Ephes. iv. 18). Hence, with
out regeneration be cannot escape bell, neither can be possess any 
Scriptural qualification, right or title, to enter heaven. "Ye must be 
born again." "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born of WATER (see Ephes. v. 26) and of the SPIRIT, he can
not ENTER into the kingdom of God." And now, dear reader, as we 
have clearly seen "the necessity for this great and vital change of 
heart," let us proceed to consider and state " the change itself." 

II. REGENERATION OR THE NEW BIRTH. 
Regeneration, or the new birth, and conversion, are the terms 

ordinarily employed to set forth that vital, Divine, and everlas~ing 
change of heart, by which a sinner passes " from death u_nto life." 
"Regeneration" represents the Divine aspect of this al_l-1111porta1:t 
change in which the sinner is entirely passive; conversion 1s ~he fr~ut 
and effect of regeneration, and represents the human aspect, m w luch 
the new-born sinner is the active agent, through the gracious ministry 
and power of God the Holy Ghost. . . . 

In regeneration there are three radical thmgs experienced by the 
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saved one :-1, an addition; 2, a change; and 3, a power. In the 
first, there is in the covenant donation of the Holy Ghost, the imparta-
tion and implantation of a spiritual life in the soul that was before in 
a state of moral " death." In the second, there is a fundamental 
change effected in the understanding, moral affections, and in the 
conscience; in the way of spiritual light, evangelical love, and the 
peace of a purged conscience. In the third, there is an acquired 
power-the power of life, the power of conscious want, the power of 
crying unto God in prayer, the power of an experimental knowledge of 
spiritual sensations, changes, pleasures, and sorrows. Who can 
question the power of a crying infant over its nursing mother, whether 
the cry pr?ceed from hunger, pain, or weakness. Deep and tender are 
the yearnmg bowels of a mother's love and sympathy for the precious 
life she has borne, and nourished at her breasts. But infinitely more 
deep and tender are the bowels of Divine love and pity toward the dear 
children of God; hence, their mighty power with their precious Jesus. 
In conversion, the power, grace, and glory of sanctification, comes out 
into full operation, wherein the whole man is concerned and affected. 
The power and prin~iples of the new life, with the gracious ministry of 
the Holy Ghost, together with the testimony and authority of the 
Word of God, all act in holy and glorious concert to effect the thorough 
con,ersion of the soul to God. Grace and truth in the regenerated 
one's heart may be likened in their operation and influence to the 
"leaven" which a woman took and "hid" in the "meal, till the whole 
was leavened." God the Holy Ghost is the alone Author of this great, 
gracious, everlasting, and glorious change of heart; and without Him 
religion is dead and a delusion. 

We now give some 
Ill. FmJ"ITS .A.ND EVIDENCES OF REGENERATION, 

1. An evangelical conviction of sin, by which the sinner is made ~o 
see, feel, and confess his guiltiness before God; deeply to deplore his 
own ruin, and his danger of hell-fire for ever and ever. It ~s not every 
conviction of sin that produces these fruits, for in some, as m the case 
of those who stoned Stephen to death, " they were cut to the b~ar~, 
and they gnashed on him with their teeth ; " in .other cases we see it 1s 
but " the sorrow of the world," which "worketh death," and then they 
are as "trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked 
up by the roots." With such an one "the last end of that man is 
worse than the beginning." 

2. A solemn and utter renunciation of his own righteousness_ as the 
matter of his _justification before God, is a:notber !fUit ot: regeneration. 

When once he has beheld the infimte purity, maJesty, power a_nd 
glory of God, shining through the law, and ~be Holy Ghost has apphed 
it in demonstration and power to his consmence, he at once "abhors 
himself, and repents in dust and ashes." He ~nds himself to be both 
guilty and naked before God, like unto Adam m th~ garde11:, . 

3. Evangelical repentance or godly sorrow for sin. This 1_s one of 
the most fruitful, precious, and sacred of all the effects followmg upon 
regeneration. For in true godly repentance there i~ such. a demo~stra
tion of Divine power upon the heart, such a grac10us d1spensat10n of 
love, mercy, and pity to the poor penitent and contrite sinner, a?com
pa.nied with so much feeling in the soul, tenderness of conscience, 
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meekness, humility and gentleness of spirit, with great light in the 
understanding to see the true nature of sin, and the magnitude of the 
evil, that one can truly say-

" There's a strange pleasure in the pain, 
And tears have their own sweetness, too." 

This precious grace flows from the exaltation of Jesus, who alone can 
"give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins'' (Acts v. 31 ). And 
this the truly regenerate one learns by experience, for he finds he can
not weep at will, nor bid the hardness of his heart depart. 0 there is 
sacred dealing with God in Christ when the soul truly repents of 
its sin. 

4. Faith in the Son of God is anoth&r fruit. 
A precious Christ is everything to the believer, his Alpha and 

Omega, the First and the Last. When precious faith gets a true sight 
of the dear Redeemer in the glory of His person, the riches of His 
grace, the preciousness and efficacy of His atoning blood, the perfection 
of His righteousness, the power and prevalency of His intercession, and 
His wondrous love and pity for poor sinners, then the soul breaks forth 
with all the energy of its desires-

" 0 give me Christ, or else I die." 

5. Love to the Saviour is another fruit and evidence. 
It is the great business of the Holy Ghost to form Christ in the 

heart as the hope of glory, and when He sweetly sheds the love of God 
abroad in the believer's heart, he cannot but exclaim-

" Do not I love Thee, 0 my Lord ? 
Behold my heart and see ; 

And tum each cursed idol out 
That dares to rival Thee." 

And this precious love constrains the soul to surrender itself into 
Jesus' hands for salvation and for service. Hence, he obeys his 
Saviour. 

6. Love to the brethren is another evidence. 
This must be the last for our notice. And now, dear reader, how 

do matters stand with you and your God? Are you "born again? " 
0 remember the words-" Marvel not that I said rmto thee, YE MUST 
BE BORN AGAIN." A PILGRIM TO CAJ.-V.AAN. 

H E AV E NL Y CA R E. 

0, WHAT a charming word is this, 
Which breathes of life and endless bliss, 
A word of love from Jesus, too, 
"Your heavenly Father cares for you." 
What matchless grace did he display 
By turning dai·kness into day, 
When from the pit thy soul He drew, 
"Your heavenly Father cai·es for you." 
And will He now be less a Friend, 
Or cease in trouble to defend? 
His Spirit will conduct you through, 
"Your heavenly Father cares for you." 

BrixtoP. 

Though oft by sin and self dismayed, 
Doubt not of proving gracious aid, 
With all thy grief keep this in view: 
"Yom· heavenly Father cares for you," 
What constant guard He keeps of thee 
When His dear face you cannot see I 
Then, 0 my soul, take sweet review, 
"Your heavenly Father cares for you." 
When death appears in all his dread, 
0 may I then be sweetly led 
To find in that unfathomed sea 
A Tri1me God has cared for me. 

R, RUSSELL. 

A A 



866 THE EARTHEN VESSEL 

WHERE CAN WE FIND THE MAN WHOSE NAME 
IS WRITTEN IN REA VEN 1 

AFTER some long journeys in the North, where pleasant services 
had been enjoyed ; after reaching home safely, and feeling anxious 

for some mes~age to ca~ry to my people on the Lord's-day (Nov. 5th), 
I sat down mth my family, and opened on the eleventh of Isaiah's pro
phecy-when that excellent promise set in upon my heart, "They shall 
not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain ; for the earth shall be 
fnll of the l,._71owledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea." There 
are three blessings included in that promise which the whole Church of 
Christ has not yet fully attained unto. She appears not to be in God's 
holy mountain. So low, so divided, so much conformity to the world • 
so little of spiritual life, and of Divine power ; so opposed to revealed 
truth, and so full of contention, that it is difficult to find the man whose 
spirit and character tells you his name is written in heaven. Much less 
can it be discerned that" the wolf'' is coming to dwell with the lamb, 
the leopard lying down with the kid ; nor have:the asp and the adder 
y€t become harmless. These striking conversions are not visible ; and 
the " Eastern Question," as it is called, declares in letters of blood
most cruelly-that the earth is not yet filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord. 

In a partial and spiritual sense, this beautiful prophecy has, here 
and there, been fulfilled ; but there is, for the Church of Jesus Christ, a 
much more glorious and happy day to come than on this earth she ever 
yet has reached. 

As the day is far spent, as the night is at hand-yea, as the night 
clouds are now thick and heavy upon us-it has become a question with 
many who are sanctified by the truth, 

" ARE OUR NAMES WRITTEN IN HEAVEN ? " 

Whether I am travelling or preaching-walking, writing, or silently 
meditating-this one question comes continually to the front-"Where is 
the man whose name is written in heaven?'' Call me fanatic, hypocrite, 
self-seeker, or what you please; before the Lord I declare that this is the 
great point, "Am I, are my own loved ones, are those I am called, to 
meet-are we surely enrolled to life eternal in the Lamb's Book of 
electing love, of atoning mercy, and of saving grace ? 

From the leaves of my Railway and Rustic Reflections, written in 
the carriages while travelling hundreds of miles, the following notes are 
given, exactly as pencilled down, while the express steamers rolled me 
hither and thither. 

If you are searching for the hidden wisdom of God in the heart, you 
may find some things useful in the following rambling sentences :-

Whistle sounds me off once more, having climbed up from South 
Hackney to Bishopsgate, on this the first of London's fearful months, 
when fogs and fires oft sweep away the weary and the worn-up Rons of 
toil. This first morning of November's birth in 1876 comes in with 
smiles, with little breezes, brisk and cheering. 0, my soul ! shouldest 
not thou: praise the Lord, having now to steam it to Lincoln, then?e 
over the "Humber" into Yorkshire, and home on Saturday, Nov. 4, m 
time to speak to the few who make up our Church and congregation in 
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Speldhurst-road? A select few, indeed. Ours is no wholesale ware
house-only a small cabinet council who are concerned to answer to 
that mark God has put upon His own-

" CHILDREN THAT WILL NOT LIE," 

who will not deny the Lord-will not be TRUE, in the letter, in the 
morning-and FALSE in the evening. Hence, we are few. We cannot 
sprinkle babies, we cannot make the bread and wine a passport into 
heaven, we cannot publicly proclaim the delusive theory that any man 
-that every one-can believe when he will, be saved at any moment, and 
make his peace with God, in any hour. We cannot turn the house of 
God into a semi-theatre, give popular entertainments to the people: 
hence, we are few, We are old-fashioned; we cannot go with the times; 
we can, through grace, endure hardness, we can bear reproach, aod 
suffer shame ; but against the truth of God's Word we can, wilfully, do 
nothing. Hence, we must- be few. 

On King's Cross station, this morning, while waiting for my ticket 
to Lincoln, this question sprung up, 

"WHERE CAN WE FIND THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS WRITTEN 
IN HEAVEN?" 

Such men may not be so scarce as some would make us believe ; never
theless, there are many things which create suspicion. 

The sceptic suspects the Methodist, because he is so zealous ; the 
Methodist suspects the Calvinist, because he is so cold, so careful, so 
crude, and so uncompromising ; the Calvinists suspect one another : 
hence, they write against and speak against some who believe as much 
truth as these bitter critics do ; and if Thomas Bradbury writes cor
rectly to his brother of the Wi'tness, then it must be admitted that 
Calvinists suspect themselves. Thomas, of the Grove, says:-" You 
may be sure of this, the devil has been at the bottom of it all. I am 
not ignorant of his devices. He follows me wherever I go-in my 
study, in the pulpit, on my knees, in my rambles. Ah ! friend, the 
people around do not know what a devil I have to deal with, and what 
a devilish nature there is in me for him to work upon." Under such 
buffettings, sharp suspicions must arise. Yes! we often suspect our
selves. When no bright light ·is seen, no spiritual enjoyment comes 
into the soul, when the service of God is not joyous, when all springs 
are dry, and all things are, in appearance, against us, we silently 
wonder 

"WHETHER OR NOT OUR NAMES ARE WRITTEN IN HEAVEN." 

The Old Bridge which spans the river Jordan, and was once 
called 
- "MEDIATION BRIDGE," 

did, in olden time, so separate the Church from the theatre, and the 
world from the household of faith, that the visible distinction was more 
clear ; but now on this Bridge they have built temples, tabernacles, halls, 
and meeting-rooms so thick, that there is a kind of amalgamation : 
the world the professing people, the Church, and the theatre, all are as 
one ; and' all over this old Bridge, now so thronged with missionaries, 
ministers, revivalists, Bible-women; Bible-reading-men, colporteurs, and 
lecturers (against whom not one word will I speak, for it may be they 
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are permitted of God to try the righteous; but), in the crowds of these 
evangelistic workers, the voice comes up so clear and sharp "Let both 
grow together till the harvest ! " And in this growing tog;ether, it is 
often difficult to find 

"THE MAN WHOSE N°HIE IS CERTAINLY WRITTEN IN HEAVEN." 

TheTe are three Books where, when the sun shines, you may see his 
name as cleaT as can be. 

Book I. is God's Holy Revelation.-There his experimental and his 
practical character is written with that inspired pen which cannot go 
wrong. 

Book II. is the GOSPEL PROCLAMATION.-By the powerful unfold
ing of this in the hearts of the Thessalonians, Paul knew they were of 
the election of grace; and, in like manner, when the Gospel becomes the 
power of God unto our salvation, there can be no question that the 
names oi such saved belie,ers are written in heaven. 

Book III. is that of SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT, or SPIRITUAL 
OBSERVATION.-In this book, which lays open everywhere, a God
directed eye may often distinctly see the good, the godly, and the 
gracious man. We may be more assured of another's salvation than we 
can be of onr own. 

There is one Psalm which practically exhibits 

THE Goon MAN, 

in the different departments of his life, wherein the true grace of God 
is blessedly developed. Of his character, 'tis said, "He feareth the 
Lord ;" he delightetb greatly in His commandments; be lovingly fearetb 
and believingly worsbippetb THE ETERNAL GOD ; and in all those 
commandments, in all those ordinances of heaven which bind God to 
His people, and His people to Him, he greatly deligbtetb. His condi
tion, his usefulness, and bis happiness are noted down, but in one verse 
we read two sentences of this good man which, on examination, will 
disco,er rich lines of the character and condition of him 

WHOSE NAME IS WRITTEN IN HEAVEN., 
As down this Northern line we've run; 
Sometimes so dark I then, the clear sun : 
A voice within was heard to say, 
'Tis like the Christian's earthly day. 

The verse I have referred to, and which I am so fond of, reads in this 
manner: 

" Surely he shall not be moved for ever : the righteous is in ever
lasting remembrance." 

PERPETUAL SAFETY 

is the first doctrine : "Not moved for ever." The source of this safety 
is " The righteous is in everlasting remembrance." "Surely he shall 
n~t be moved for ever." Does this mean the righteous man shall never 
be moved? I cannot find one in all the Bible, nor but few in all modern 
history, who were not dreadfully moved. In o~ter circ~stances and 
in inward experience, how often were the ancient believers moved I 
Read Job, David, Heman, Jeremiah, Paul, and hosts of others, and you 
see they were moved fearfully. Pause here. 
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Gra.ntbam'A a busy, wide-spread town 
In Lincoln's lowland county; 

On me it always seems to frown; 
We've no share in its bounty. 

369 

Nay, Lincolnshire furnisheth not many public homes for the deep-taught 
children ot' Zion ; albeit, there may be many of His hidden children here. 
But, returning to Psalm xii., the:Holy Ghost declares "he shall not be moved 
for ever." Circumstantially, experimentally moved the good man may 
be; but there are four places in which the good man has been fixed, and 
from none of them can any power on earth, or in the regions of the 
enemy, ever remove him. 

In the heart of God he has been fixed from all eternity, and you'll 
never find any cause or power strong enough either to move God's 
heart from him, or his heart from God. That thought comforts me. I 
have had solemn moves ; my wheels have broken down ; my train has 
been turned over; and awful crushes I have seen and experienced; but 
never can I recollect the slightest thought of turning from my Lord. 
That He had turned from me, and cast me off, was indeed my fear ; the 
clouds of that fear often haunt me : still, whom have I in heaven 
above, or on this earthly ball, that I desire or delight in equal to our 
Lord? 

In the covenant of grace the good man has an indestructible stand
ing. Did Jesus refer to this in John x., where He spoke of the sheep 
being in His own hands, and in His Father's hands ? Covenants are 
made by striking hands. The Father's were giving hands, the Son's 
hands were receiving hands ; but both were covenant-securing hands : 
between the two the tribes of Israel are safe ; and, in God's good time, 
every living and earnest seeker shall know 

HIS NAME IS WRITTEN IN HEAVEN. 
Written in the promises of God, and on the hands and breastplate of 
our adorable High Priest. From these sacred munitions of rocks, no 
truly good man ever can be moved. 

" Lincoln," cries the guard. I must shut up. There is brother 
William Simpson waiting for me. I must shut up my book, and hope 
to show in our January number how I found the man whose name is 
written in heaven. 

May the Lord bless all His people, and still help His servant in the 
Gospel, · 

Oms. WATERS BANKS. 

9, Banbury-road, South Hackney, November 10th, 1876. 

[Further notes of journeys Westward, North, and in the Midlands, 
are ready ; also, how we found the man whose name is written in 
heaven ; but no more room must be occupied in this closing number.] 

What a graciousness is shewn us ! not simply in f~rgiving a~d 
pardoning us, and in putting us out of our depth~ of mi~ery, but m 
raising and advancing us, and sitting us up on the highest pumade and 
top of honour. Such a story as this, how should it make ~s fa~l down 
in transport and admiration of that super-excelling grace m Him that 
should deal so with miserable and unworthy creatures !-Goodwin's 
Marrow. 
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ABOUT PREACHERS AND PREACHING. 
WHO MAKES? WHO SENDS? WHO USETll TllE PREACHERS OF TllE 

GoSPEL? 

DEPEND upon it this controversy about preaching is only another 
device to disturb the Churches and rob the souls of the people. 

In every age there has been more false prophets, false ministers, and 
false preachers, than true. Our Lord told us " many would come in. 
His Name, declaring they were Christ, or sent by Christ;" and they 
have c?me, and they will_ come. Men are not so blind but they can see 
there 1s no office m this world so honourable, so productive of the 
p~ople's esteem, of their patronage, and even of their worship, as the 
gifted, the eloquent preacher; therefore, multitudes of young men 
who ha,e been trained in Sunday schools, and have given addresses i~ 
our Young Men's Christian Associations ; and lots of those kind 
fellows who were first employed as missionaries, as Scripture-readers, and 
as colporteurs-hosts of them feel they would rather be preachers than 
sit down on a hard seat to mend shoes. And who can blame them ? 
If people like to hear them, choose to pay them, determine to make 
gentlemen-parsons of them ; if certain bodies of people congregate, 
and assemble, and form: themselves into Churches, and sit under these 
clever-talking men, what have we to with it ? Why should we spend 
our time quarrelling over these things ? The Almighty Lord God 
permiti; these things so to be. What His will and design is we know 
not. Our most adorable Lord God has always formed, called, made, 
appointed, and sent forth His own workmen, and they have accom
plished His purpose. I have sometimes feared our Master had left off 
making ministers. Pardon me, if I presume, bnt it has appeared to 
me as though He said, "Men ha.ve taken upon themselves to manu
facture and to send out ministers after their own mind. I leave them 
to it." K evertheless, here and there you may see God is still choosing 
the foolish things of this world, and making them wise to win souls, 
and they do it. My conviction is that Peter and Paul were representa
tives of two distinct kinds of God-sent, ministers. Peter was more 
especiallv to feed the lambs and the sheep. Paul was to bear Christ's 
Name unto the Gentiles, to be Christ's minister, and the Holy Ghost's 
instrument for converting, calling, and instructing vessels of _mercy, 
and forming them into Churches. Besides, there are helpers given to 
Zion. 

Now the great subject on which I look with great anxiety is this, 
the momentous difference, the awful contrast between 

THE CO.ll.'VERSION OF MAN'S HUMAN NATURE TO ANY FORM AND 
F .A.ITH OF RELIGION YOU MAY PUT BEFORE HIM, .A.ND THE SAVING, 
THE REGENERATING, THE ETERNAL-LIFE-GIVING POWER OF THE 
HOLY GHOST, IN THE SOULS OF THE REDEEMED. 

Ali ! the blood of thousands would be on my head if I did not 
relieve my conscience of this solemn burden. During the las~ forty
five years I have met with no small number of men, and of mrn1sters, 
too whose human nature has been converted to some form of professed 
Christianity. But have they received th~ Holy Ghost ~ithe~ in, or 
since their conversion ? I cannot find His work, nor His voice, nor 
His ~nction in heaps of them. Yet they surpass in gifts and earthly 
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gains the bruised and heart-bleeding servants of Jesus Christ. I must 
not go further into this subject now. My material for shewing this 
forth is immense. 

Only now, let me add, Master Hearson has pulled a fine house of 
confm,ion over my head. Such numerous missiles, essays, letters, &c., 
have come to hand. Next year, if life is spared, some of the best may 
appear. But I insist upon the principle of leaving other people more 
alone ; and if any of us do savingly know Christ as our eternal 
Redemption, let us live for Him. If we know He has called us, in 
ever so humble a way, to preach Him, let us stick to our work, and not 
allow ourselves to be betrayed into useless controversies, which gender 
strife, produce bitter animosities, create party popes and their followers, 
and do an immense amount of mischief. 

That we may all look at that last lesson the precious Lord Jesus 
taught Peter, is the prayer of the old-fashioned, the unalterable servant 

-of the afflicted in Zion, C. W. BANKS. 
And which was that? Read John xxi. 21, "Peter seeing John, 

.saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? Jesus saith unto 
him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee ? 

" FOLLOW THOU ME." 
Preach from, and practice that Scripture, and, with the Lord's blessing, 
we shall have more health of soul and happiness of life. 

A PLEA FOR MARK'S GOSPEL. 

DEAR SIR,-In the postscript to Mr. Wale's very intelligent letter, 
which appears in the EARTHEN VESSEL of the present date, your 

• correspondent says, " That the last twelve verses of Mark's Gospel 
are not found in the two oldest MSS., are considered as an inter

polation, and will be omitted from the revised edition of the New Testa
ment, the revisers having already rejected them." 

Without for a moment questioning the truth of that statement, may 
I be permitted to offer a few remarks upon it ? ' 

1. That the twelve verses in question have long formed a ground of 
dispute amongst learned critics, is too well known to require any argu
ment to prove it ; but the fact that the opinions of that class have been, 
and yet are, divided on the subject of dispute, shows that the adducible 
evidence for or against those verses is not all on one side. 

2. Can it be shown that those verses contain any expressi'on which is 
at variance with the teaching of the Evangelists, or that tends to raise 
a doubt of their inspiration ? 

3. The two oldest manuscripts which Mr. W. says do not contain 
those verses are, of course, the Codex Vaticanus .A, and the Codex 
Sinaiticus Aleph, which Tischendorf brought to Europe a few years ago, 
both of which are without our last twelve verses of Mark. 

4. That that omission of these verses from those MSS. was the result 
, of some unsettled dispute respecting their originality, appears highly 
probable from one very remarkable feature of the Vatican MS., noticed 

1by many who have been privileged to examine that venerable document 
-namely, the vacant space left in it, sufficient to contain the omitted 
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verses, between the eighth verse of the sixteenth chapter of Mark, and 
the beginning of Lnke. 

5. As both of these MSS. were written in the fourth century, they 
must have been copied from some other of an earlier date, which, con
sidering the stormy character of the two or three centuries immediately 
preceding their age, could hardly have been one comprising the originat; 
writings penned by the inspired writers themselves. 

6. The subject under consideration is too large and complicated to be 
fully discussed here. It may, however, suffice for the present just to 
say, that those among the learned who favour the retention of the· 
omitted ,erses, account, in various ways, for their early omission from 
causes which seem highly probable. 

7. It is generally admitted that the appearance of the twelve verses 
in later copies gives, alone, but slender support to their title to a place 
in the canon of Scripture. But that support is strengthened by the aid 
of ,ery ancient testimony in favour of the verses objected to-namely, 
that of the Peshito Syriac, in which a version of the Christian writings 
existed as early as the second century, containing the twelve verses in 
question. 

8. As that version must have been made from the Greek MSS. then 
in circulation, and written, if not by the inspired writers, at least by 
copyists near their time, it is a strong support to the claim of the 
twelve ,erses that they are known to have been accepted as original 
some ages before the known Greek copies which omit them were in 
existence. 

For full information on this abstruse subject, see Scrivener's "Intro
duction to the Critical Study of the New Testament." c. 

Febnersham, Nov. 1, 1876. 

THE GARDEN OF MIRACLES. 

STUDENT AND PREACHER! First take your stand in 2 Kings 
iv. 43, 44; then review the previously recorded mira~les; shew t~eir 

meaning. This will open up a large field for introduct10n. Commg, 
at length, to your text, see . 

I. The people famishing and hungry: "There was ~ dearth m_ 
all the land of Gilgal." The same is in our own land m a Gospel. 
sense, and in many lands beside. But, . 

II. Notice the provision : " There came a man from Baalsbahsha, 
and brought the man of God bread of the first-fruits and full ears of· 
corn." Here is Christ and the Gospel too. 

III. Mark the command : " Give unto the people that they m~y 
eat." Do not stand grumbling and quarrelling. Have y_ou CHRIST m 
your faith, and the Gospel in your experience ? Then give the people 
something to eat. . 

IV. Look one moment at that cowardly unbelief: ':,The se~vitor, 
said What should I set this before an hundred men ? This old 
unb~lief is 'always trying to cheat the soul by persuading-there is not 
enough ; " your faith and grace are not eno~gb !" "you are two black 
and foul to be saved," and all that kind of thmg. . . . 

V. The positive and repeated command: "He said agam, Give the· 
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people that they may eat ; for thus saith the LORD they shall eat and 
shall leave thereof." Unbelief shall not starve' the Lord's p~ople 
although it may sharply try them. ' 

VI. The servant's obedience_: " So he set before them, and they did 
,eat." When the Lord sends His servants to feed His people, it shall 
be done. 

Lastly, they did eat, and left plenty beside. We can never 
exhaust the river of th~ water of life ; we can never dry up the fountain 
of atoning blood ; we can never empt_y the streams of salvation which 
through the Gospel flow down to us. Therefore, " Give unto the people 
that they may eat." 

EDITOR'S POSTSCRIPT. 

IN closing the Thirty-firet Volume of the EARTHEN VESSEL, I am 
constrained to write a line or two on behalf of the extension of 

our circulation. Having been helped to conduct this monthly now for 
full thirty-one years, I would silently " thank God and take courage." 
To all who have contributed to its pages, my grateful acknowledgments 
are tendered ; and my devout supplications ascend to our ever-gracious 
Lord for the continuance of life, strength, and usefulness in His 
service. During the year, now drawing to its close, I have been called 
to speak the words of truth and peace in many of the most remote 
parts of this kingdom, and have invariably received unasked-for 
testimonials of the benefits derived from the issuing of the EARTHE~ 
VESSEL - Christians confined in chambers of sickness ; believers 
residing in villages, towns, and hamlets, where no true Gospel is 
preached. Naval officers for years together out at sea; soldiers in the 
army-; English followers off Je!'us, in many parts of other countries
all have told us, or have written to us, of the value derived from this 
monthly Record and Review. We bless the Lord for these assurances 
of the Divine favour. No other publication does so fully represent the 
character and condition of the Churches of truth as this one has done. 
This is admitted: its large and steady circulation strongly expresess the 
interest the people have in it. We aspire not to stand with " the 
highly-respectable sections of the truthful people;" the highly critical 
and the gifted may find their views expounded in other serials. We 
have our work amongst the poor, the affiicted, the distressed, and the 
down-trodden. And we have, under peculiarly trying circumstances, 
often proved that "blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord 
shall deliver him in the time of trouble." Through the medium of the 
EARTHEN VESSEL, not a few of the poorest of our Churches have 
received timely help; and many of the children of God have been 

-succoured in the darkest seasons of sorrow. 
Such friends as sympathise with us in our truthful and charitable 

enterprise, might strengthen our hands by publicly inviting many in 
their congregations to read, and to circulate this monthly much more 
widely than ever. One zealous canvll.'lsing agent in each place might 
greatly advance our work. But, in submission and with prayer, we 
leave ourselves, our future course, and all that concerns this part of our 
mission in the hands of our holy, just, and gracious Lord, only desiring 
Lo do His will, and, until death, to be found the faithful servant of His 
Church, C. W. BANKS. 

November 25th, 1876. 
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THE PULPIT-THE PRESS-AND THE PEN. 

&cnes Beyond the G-,rave. By J. W. 
Stanford. minister of the Gospel,1Minster, 
Sheppey. Kent. London: Robert Banks, 
Racquet-court. Fleet-street. An impar
tial critic says, "This is an exceedingly 
clever book; but imagination, with wings 
of a gigantic length, have carried the 
Author out of our reach." The fact is 
ver~· few peoplP. trouble themselves to 
search the '\Yord of God with reference 
to its revelations of the happy state of 
the sa,ed. or the son-owful condition of 
the lost. Our comiction isthatthorough 
students of the Bible will not charge Mr. 
Stanford with any strained effort to 
carry us too far. Ko book has lately 
more awed our spirit than has this neat 
and deep-toned two-shilling volume, 
Scenes Beyond the Grave. We trust to 
many wicked, careless hearts it may, by 
the Spirit of God, be rendered a work of 
inconceivable ,alue. Mr. Stanford may 
expect rough handling by most of the 
renewers of the so-called Christian 
journals. 

The Step I Have Taken. By Edward 
Dennett. London: W. H. Broom. Sig
nificant title ! Should it not read, " The 
Tlti,·d Step I Have Taken"? We are not 
sufficiently free from prejudice to notice 
this production fairly. Mr. Dennett was 
a devout Baptist minister, and issued a 
work against "the Brethren;" subse
quently he turns from the Baptists 
altogether, and unites himself with the 
Brethren. We cannot look happily upon 
ministers who are "given to change," 
If the Lord had put Mr. Dennett into the 
ministry at first, He would not have put 
him in the wrong place, neither would 
the Lord have sent Mr. Dennett forth 
with erroneous views. The question 
is-and. although the pliable family may 
laul!h at it. it is a dreadfully solemn 
qu~stion-·' Who called Mr. Dennett into 
the public ministry ? " He cannot say 
th~ Lord did it. surelv; if it was simply 
his own act. if bis first course was a mis
take altogeiher. may not his change be 
equally false? We cannot help trembling 
with inward fear for these gentlemen 
who shift from one thing to another so 
easily. But we wish to weigh Mr. 
Deunett's arguments more carefully; Mr. 
Tknuett is now full of joy with the 
Brethren. No more yet. 

The Gospel Magazine continues its 
miosion, which is to "comfort the Lord's 
v·r,i,le :'· and we know some, at least, 
who richly enjoy its experimental papers. 
\V,- fr•i,l ce11 ain the testimoJ1ial to Dr. 
DoU<lney will pleaB&ntly testify how 

~any thous~nds of hearts his pen has, 
m the Lord s hands, been the means of 
making spiritually glad.-Old Jonathan 
has taken a new lease of his life, and is so 
beautiful and vigorous,that one is tempted 
to believe the younger branches of the 
venerable sire have now a large finger in 
the pie.-The Turko-Se1'.vian war is pro
fusely illustrated in the Pietol'ial Wo,·ld. 
~ow su~h an elegant and literary-gifted 
Journal 1s produced by the Messrn.·Col
lingridge for the trifle at which it is 
sold, is astonishing.-The floral and hor
ticultural world continue to he repre
se~ted ~th skill and art by Shirley 
Hibberd s. Gardeners' Magazine.-" How 
the Lamb·s Feed," is a characteristic dis
course in the Sword. and Trowel for 
November, which has other papers of 
general interest.-The Weapons oj Our 
1Va,:fa,•e. An address by Dr. Landels. 
A little star to lead the people to a more 
perfect obedience to Christ in the obser
vance of His commands. The lofty 
Congregationals are not so much in love 
with Mr. Landels as they were. C. H. 
Spurgeon defends the Dr. with all his 
usual affectionate firmness.-" The 'I'rini
tarian Bible Society" has sent us Mr. 
Battersby's address at their annual 
meeting. Nothing yet issued more dis
tinctly and fairly deals with the errors 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
while the grand enterprise of the Trini
tarian Bible Society is encouraged by a 
gentleman, a scholar, and a minister of 
Christ's Gospel, beloved by all who 
know him.-Other notices of works must 
stand over. 

HANDSOME CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.
Home Words for Heart and Hea,·th. 
Office: 75, Shoe-lane, Fleet-street. ·The 
illustrations and binding, paper, print, 
and penmanship, are elegant.-Where 
are vols. of Our O11>n Fireside, IJay of 
IJays, &c. ? They have not come to hand. 
The Prize for Girls and Boys, and 
Chatterbox, with their magnificently 
coloured frontispieces, and: elothing, will 
delight the juvenile circl.es to ecstasy. 
Published by W. Wells Gardner, 2, Pater
noster-buildings. - Scenes Beyond the 
Grave. A 2s. volume, will be suitable 
when the old year is dying out. Ask 
careless and curious people to read it. 
Published by R. Banks, of whom may be 
had Lije in Australia, &c .. , By J. Bunyan 
McCure. All classes like this volume. 

Sufferings, Dangers, and Escapes of Rev. 
Tnos. Mountain. Oxford: J. C. Pembrey. 
It will be a savoury treat to any living 
soul to read this book; 
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE. 

MATFIELD GREEN, BRENCHLEY. 
-MR. EDITOR, - Surely you cannot be 
grieved that the Lord has mercifully heard 
the earnest, united cry of the Church that 
he would send us a pastor after His own 
heart, who should feed the people with 
knowledge and understanding in the ways of 
the Lord ! Such a man the Lord has sent 
us. Surely you cannot be grieved that, alter 
such a low, languishing state as we have 
been in for some considerable time, now we 
have a reviving. The hearts of the mourners 
in Zion are comforted ; desolate, sorrowing 
hearts are made glad; friends are gathering 
and strengthening our hands, causing us to 
say the Lord is still in our midst. Surely 
you cannot be grieved that the pews and 
seats in the Lord's house are more filled up 
with earnest, attentive listeners to the solemn 
truths of God's most Holy Word. You can
not be grieved that it has become absolutely 
necessary that we should build a new vestry, 
and make other alterations. Our friends 
finding we are doing all we can to help our
selves, they open their purses to us, and help 
us in many more ways than one. No ; I 
know you would not say you are grieved, 
could you only have one day amongst us. 
You would rather join with us in praising God 
for His great goodness, and unite with us in 
seeking His blessing on us as a Church and 
people. We have had much to cast us down. 
Amidst it all the Lord has upheld us, and 
never suffered us to sell or give up the truth. 
The time bas not come for resting on our 
oars. I feel confident all needed grace will 
be given us so long as we have a single eye 
to God's glory. That the Lord may bless 
rou is the prayer of A LITTLE ONE. 
L God is our Witness, that we can sacredly 
praise His Name for giving prosperity to 
His own most holy truth anywhere. Mat
field-green Church has for thirty years laid 
in our hearts of love and graµtude.-Eo.] 

WEST HAM BAPTIST CHAPEL.
Annual tea and public meeting was held 
on October 17th. One hundred took tea. 
Chapel was full. Mr. Phillips opened public 
meeting by a hymn. Mr. Oakey implored 
the Divine bi~ssing. After suitable remarks 
by Mr. Elvin, who occupied the chair ad
dresses were delivered by brethren, Mr. 
Anderson, on "An Aged Disciple." Mr. 
Meeres, "Christian Pilgrims." Mr. Wood
ard, " Poor and Afflicted Believers." Mr. 
Dearsly, "Cliristian Sympathy." The col
lection in aid of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend 
Society amounted to £a 5s. Hymns were 
excellently sung by the Sunday school 
children between the addresses. D. WoR
THINGTON, Deacon. 

AUSTRALIA.-Sydney, June 24. Mr. 
EDITOR,-! received a letterlrom Mr. J.B. 
McCure informing me he had forwarded 
you a letter I sent him for the purpose of 

convincing you of your error in soliciting 
Mr. Allen to visit England. He also for
warded me two letters he had received from 
you, in which you deny the statement with 
reference to you having invited Mr. Allen to 
"exchange with you." As soon as I could 
I began to consider whether J had made some 
mistake in what I had said to brother 
McCure, as I wrote entirely from memory. 
While pondering the matter over, hrother 
Allen dropped in. I submitted the corres
pondence to him, and on readiug the extract 
from my letter, said, "Ye.s, that is correct, 
as well as I can rememqer." Since then, 
brother Allen bas very provideutially found 
the letter, and he assures me that that letter 
fully acquits me from all charge of falsehood, 
and that be should write to you to that 
effect, forwarding at the same time a copy 
of the aforesaid letter.-SETH COTTAM. 
fWe have given the substance of Mr. 
Cottam's letter; but any copy of our Jetter 
to Mr. Allen has not reached us. Mr. 
Allen's explauations are come, which we 
shall publish in due eourse. There is much 
to be said on this subject.] 

YEOVIL.-MR. VARDER.-Dear Sir,
Fearing a remark from the pen of vour 
Yeovil correspondent may have a teudency 
to bring our beloved pastor, Mr. Varder, 
iuto disrepute with some of the Lord's dear 
people at a distance, I have ventured on a 
few observations, with the view of effectu
ally counteracting such tendency. The 
remarks I allude to are the following:
" It re:tlly does one good to have a change ; 
the same graud old story ; but being 
delivered by different men, makes it come 
fresh and new." I do not suppose that the 
individual meant to cast any slur on the 
ministrations of Mr. Varc!er; but there is a 
danger of their being so applied. I have 
known Mr. Varder, have been a constant 
hearer of his preaching, ever since be has 
preached God's Gospel in Yeovil; and mauy, 
many times my soul has been melted down 
under his ministry; my heart bas been full of 
holy joy. The word has come with an 
"unction from the Holy Oue." The blessed 
and eteruul Spirit has" filled the temple" in 
souls' experience hundreds of times. And so 
far from there beiug· the shadow of decay in 
our beloved pastor's ministerial abilities, I 
can declare I enjoy bis preaching more and 
more each time I hear him. He is a man 
who drinks deeply from the well of salvation 
himsell; is richly taught by the Holy Ghost, 
and therefore utters "no uucertnin sound." 
I am, dear sir, affectionately yours, HENRY 
YouNG. [We still believe the original 
writer was as innocent of auv desire to hurt 
Mr. Varder as we were. But this will help 
to make him· more extensively known.
En.] 
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SETTLEMENT OF PASTOR 
A f Bethel, Lavina-grove, Wharfdale-

rnad, King's-ci·oss. _ 
Public recognition of Mr. W. Mansell 

Ha)•don, as pastor of the Church, took place 
Tuesday, November 7th. Mr. Hazelton 
pre•itied; Mr. Waterer prayed. Chairman 
c~lle<I Mr. Hay?o!1 to 11:ive his call by grace, 
Ins call to the mm1stry, and the doctrines he 
intended to prea<'h. Deacons stated how 
the~- were led to make choice of brother 
Haydon as pastor. Mr. Green told the meet
ing of the gwat loss they sustained by the 
death oftheirpllstor, Mr. Joseph Thrift· tl;en 
of the coming· of brother Haydon; he b;lieved 
the Lord had led them together. All the 
replies being deemed satisfactory, and the 
Church having si~·11ified by a show of hands 
their willingness to have brother Haydon for 
a pastor, the chairman requested brother 
Bennett to join hands of deacons and pastor. 
Mr. Haydon read n beautiful poem on the 
words, " I will be with thee." Mr. Green ( one 
of the deacons), on behalf of the Church, then 
presented him with a valuable time-piece, as 
a mark of their esteem. Mr. Hazelton gave 
Mr. Haydon a comprehensive exhortation 
regarding his duties to his Master and the 
Church. Mr. Bennett admonished the 
Church as to its behaviour towards him; Mr. 
Styles spoke both to pastor and Church. Mr. 
Gander could not let the occasion pass with
out makiug some happy remarks on the 
words, " As thy day thy strength shall be." 
The meeting closed with praise. 

MR. G. HEARSON'8 CRITICS.-No. I. 
DEAR SIR,-" The natural man re

ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness unto him, 
neither can he know them, because they are 
spil"itually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14). Until 
Mr. George Hearson can prove himself a 
spiritual man (i.e., a man born of the Spirit), 
it will be perfectly useless answering his 
questions about repentance and faith, be
cause, as the great Apostle of the Gentiles 
truly said, these " things of the Spirit 
of God" can only be known by persons 
who have spiritual discernment, which no 
natural man bas. "But be that is spiritual 
judgeth (or discerneth) all things, yet he 
himself is judged (or discerned) of no 
(natural) man" (ver. 15). 

Yours faithfully, 
A PooR VESSEL OF MERCY. 

GRATEFUL NOTE FROM SAMUEL 
FO:,iTER TO MR. ROBERT BANKS. 
MY VERY DEAR FRIBND,-Your letter 

with the Post Office Order for 10s. came safe 
to band, and in the name of the Lord I 
thank you for your great kindness to me, 
and also the dea1· kind gentleman that sent 
it to you. May the Lord bless him and you 
abundantly for Jesus' sake, and may an 
abundant entrance be administered unto you 
into the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, is the prayer of your afflict
ed friend in the furnace. I am feeling 
to-day sadly ; in much pain all night; still 
it is well. The.e words are sweet to me,-

" The eternal God is thy refuge, and un
derneatl1 ll!'e the everlasting arms." I will 
not fear. Having such a refuge, such a 
shelter, no storm can come near. They may 
beat without, but sate hid in Christ nothing 
can hurt. "Your life is bid with 'c11rist In 
God." "Other refuge have I none." 
Once I was without God, without Christ in 
the world; but now we, "who \l'ere some
time afar off, are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ." Now in Christ Jesus, no separa
tion from Him. " Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation? " 
No: 

11 Once in Him, in Him for ever; 
Thus the eternal covenant stands." 

"When will the day, dear Lord, appear, 
When I shall mount to dwell nbove 

And sit and bow amongst them there, 
To view Thy face, and siug Thy lov~ ?" 

I again thank you, dear Robert, for the 
10s. The Lord he gracious unto thee for 
Christ's sake. Amen. SAMUEL FoSTER. 

Sturry, near Canterbury, Oct. 10, 1876. 

CROYDON. -TAMWORTH ROAD. 
On Tuesday, July 25th, our brother G. 
Webb, of Camden-town, bnptized four 
believers, after preaching a very suitable ser
mon. On Tuesday, November 14th, our 
brother Anderson, of New-cross, baptized 
four believers, after preaching a good Gospel 
sermon. The whole of the candidates had 
previously given a very p1€asing account of 
a work of grace in the heart. These,- with 
one received by dismissal, make a total of 
nine received into the Church during the 
year. Thus giving proofs that the Lord has 
blessed the labours of the brethren who have 
kindly occupied our pulpit during the year. 
Psalm cxxxiii. Yours, W. KENNARD. 

SOUTH LEE.-"One of the number" 
writes us-On Thursday evening, November 
16, 1876, a new Strict Baptist Church was 
formed in Bromley-road Tabernacle, South 
Lee, by Mr. B. B. Wale. "We found it 
very profitable." Thus, another Church 
holding to Christ's order has been commenced 
in that suburb of the MetropoUs which 
abounds with different shades, sizes, and 
forms of religion. Bromley-road is com
paratively a new, a large, a fast-growing, 
and respectable district. Must not we sin
certly beseech our Lord to grant that in aII 
purity and spiritual power this little one may 
soon become a thousand ? With deep anxiety 
shall we watch its progress. 

PIMLICO.-Rehoboth chapel, in Princes
road, was filled October 24th. Three ser
mons by James Hand, and one by C. W. 
Banks, had been delivered. After a hand
some tea, presided over by that fountain of 
charity, Mrs. Day, the speecbes were de
livered by Messrs. Hardens, Stringer, Corn
well, Parnell, C. W. Banks, Edwards, and 
Hand. We cannot describe them now. 
They were all about Christ; so precious and 
true! It was a blessed revival for Rehoboth. 
She must have good ministers, and the 
Church will grow. 
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IMPORTANT OBLIGATIONS AT 
WALWORTH. 

East-street Baptist chapel folk celebrated 
16th anniversary of W. Alderson's ministry, 
-October 31. " Neighbour " says, " Be care
what you do, Over 300 members have been 
added to the Church du~ing Mr. Alderson's 
rule." At the evening meeting five or six 
homilies on "Obligations" were delivered to 
the people. "A Reader of the EARTHEN 
VESSEL" wishes us to print Mr. J. s. 
Anderson's "Obligation to Christian Love." 
If an authorised report be sent, we should 
not object, especially if some Scriptural and 
practical plan could be suggested for the 

,development of it. We have found much 
" ChrIStian love " in many parts of England ; 

. and even in this busy Metropolis, where 
"the Registrar" says, "4,000,000 and 
200,000 souls do dwell," we believe there is 
a large amount of true Christian love; but 
it has many adversaries. If we could bury 
all our jealousies, blot out all our prejudices, 
sell all our rags of clerical self-righteous 
pride and carnal pomposity to the old Jews, 
then rally round and glory only in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, what a band of 

· witnesses for truth we might be! But have 
we " the mind and the spirit of Christ 1 " If 
not, with all our pretensions, where are we? 
and where shall we be? " A Neighbour" 
is not correct in his un!Joly thoug·ht that we 

·. aspire to an association of which he speaks. 
Many years since we were instrumental in 
gathering in more than tlireehundred believers 

.-in the Lord. Many of them are gone home; 
some have united the Churches in East-lane, 
Surrey tabernacle, Metropolitan tabernacle, 
North Brixton tabernacle, Thomas Stringer's 

. tabernacle, and in all parts of the country; 
some to whom our Lord made us useful are 
to be found. They have been preserved in 
the faith. We hope soon to meet them 
around the throne. Our work in this 
monthly, the EARTHEN VESSEL, is still 
mercifully blessed. We have no reason to be 
envious of any mortal living; nor do we 
fear any rival. "Neighbour" had better 
stay at home, mind hi, own business, and do 
the best he can for the Church he has 
joined. 

A CLOUD UPON OUR COUNTRY.
Yes! there is a clark night, religiously and 
commercially, coming over Europe. Are we 
before the Lord, like Daniel of old ? One 
beloved and intelligent brother says, "The 
calamitous state of trade bangs like a pall 
upon us in this locality, which deprives us of 
any spirit to write. Yet sometimes we get 
our heads above the water, and can say, 
'When I was brought low He helped me.' 
Such is the state of our town, that thousands 
are we.lking about with nothing to do, and 
millionaires are disappearing penniless from 
the scene. But lately the Lord has appeared 
most wonderfully on my behalf in these 
matters, and given me such a direct and 
positive answer to prayer that I am filled 
with wonder. In respect to the eternal 
truth of God's everlasting Qospe\ I find in 
this part of our island it is {Cl'&du111ly decreas-

ing; yet, my dear brother Banks, there is a 
remnant· and may God, in His great mercy 
88 these few pass away, raise up others to fi!{ 
their places, that the lamp may not go out. 
Even where the truth is professed it is 
preached in such a cold, half-hearted m~nner 
that, instead of watering the thirsty soil it 
increases its sterility, and causes the longing 
soul to cry,' How long, 0 Lord, how Jong?' 
When, my dear brother, will God arise, and 
vindicate His own truth and His Holy 
Name? Pray, my dear brother and un
faltering servant ot the Most High, for us in 
this barren land. I have been ill for a long 
time, but now am greatly better. 

DAVID VERNON.'' 

MARG AT E.-The Church at Mount 
Ephraim desire to thank their friends for 
visiting them, and for liberal subscriptions 
during the summer. The congregations are 
still good. We trust the Lord is with us, 
and the Word blessed. Brother Wise was 
favoured on Werlnesday, October 25th, to 
baptize at brother Sbarp's chapel, Ramsgate, 
kindly lent by him. It was a good time; 
praise to the Lord. Yours, in Gospel bonds, 
8AMUHL JONES, THOS. H. PERRY, E. 
MILLER, Deacons. 

BETHNAL GREEN. - Hope chapel. 
The twenty-second anniversary was cele
brated as follows :-On Lord's-day, October 
1st, three sermons were preached ; morning 
and evening, by J. Griffith (pastor) ; after
noon, by E. Langford. On Tuesday, October 
3rd, Mr. Hazelton preached an excellent 
sermon from Psa. Ii. 7, "Wash me and I 
shall be whiter than snow," which was 
listened to with great interest and profit. 
Our brother observer!: I. That God bad 
made provision for sin and sinners. He had 
opened a fountain to remove sin. 2. That 
the fountain is alwa_vs opened. 3. He that 
opened the fountain must wash the sinner. 
4. There can be no peace or joy in the soul 
without washing. 5. Divine forg-iveness 
purifies; human pardons do not. 6. Text 
distinguishes a spiritual man from a natural. 
A natural man cares nothing about purity 
if he can be pardoned and escape hell ; but 
the Christian wishes to be washed as well as 
pardoned. 7. Guilt interupts a believer's 
intercourse with God. Some sav ~in does 
the believer no harm-ask David. 8. The 
perpetual sameness of Christ and salvation. 
9. Purity results from application of the 
blood of Christ, beyond all other washings, 
"Whiter than snow." A large number sat 
down to tea, after which a public meeting 
was held. The subject for the e\'ening, 
"Jehovah Revealed" (Exod. xxxiv. 6). J. 
Griffith, upon the Majesty of Jehovah
" The Lord, the Lord God." Mr. l\Ieeres 
made some good remarks upou the Lord 
Merciful; Mr. Dearsly, Gracious; Mr. 
Webb, Goodness and Tru tb. The services 
were good aud profitable in all respects. 
Praise the Lord. 
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BAPTIZING SERVICE IN BIR
MINGHAM. 

EPISTLES TO APELLES,-No. 10. 
MY DEAR APELI,Es,-To report progress 

is generally a satisfactory work, and before 
travelling farther into the Black Country, we 
will direct attention to the looked-upon 
capital of these parts. In No. 2 Letter, I 
gave you some account of Birmingham ; I 
ha,·e now to report some advancement in the 
Lord's cnu~e. 

Salem chapel, Frederick-street. On the 
first Sabbath iu August, three persons were 
baptized. The Church and congregation, 
dnrin!): ll'lr. Dennett's absence at Brig·hton, 
had supplies. It has heen hoped ll'lr. 
Dennett would return to his first love. One 
cannot but wish him abundant prosperity, if 
he is spared. 

It appears still, " that the Jews have no 
dealings with the Samaritans." 

I haxe often, my dear Apelles, sympathised 
with you, and poured out my prayer in 
private that you might be supported under 
all you ha,•e passed through; for you have 
been cast out by many; but the Lord has 
abode with you, by the Ark of the Covenant, 
and the mercy-seat ; and ever rememller 
Him who came into this world of sin and 
sorrow; for He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not; this will keep us 
trom weariness and faintness by the way. 

Gerrarj-street, Wheeler-street. The people 
here, under the pastoral care of ll'lr. Howard, 
are united and happy; there is growth, both 
in nu m hers and unity of feeling; they dwell 
together in love. Two have been added to 
the Church by baptism; and, although they 
were refused the use of a baptistery by one 
section of the Particular Baptists, the Lord 
opened the hea:-ts of others to show favour 
unto His peorle. 

In tue Go,pel hall, Great Charles-street, 
on Thursday evening, September 17th, Mr. 
R. Howard delivered an address from the 
words-" Not the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God." He stated there 
were manv washing• under the Levitical dis
pensation; and, although instituted by Divine 
authorit,· they never made the comers there
unto per·l~ct. The Lord's own, when C?'!-· 
victed and con,.inced by the Eternal Spmt, 
were brought to feel their loathsome and 
gnil ty state before God. 

The enquiry then was :-How can man ~e 
just with God? bow can he be clean that IS 
born ol a woman ? 

All this experience teaches him what a 
helpless creature he is; and this ordeal stops 
the mouth of free-will boasting; for be finds 
be can do nothing in the matter till help Is 
given from above. The same blessed Spirit 
who is "the Guirle," in the Lord's own hme 
leads him to the fountain opened for sin and 
for uncleanness, speaks to him, and makes 
him feel by a Dil'ine application the virtue 
and efficaciousness of the all-atoning blood of 
the Lamb; for " the blood of Jesus Christ His 
Son clennseth us from all sin." "Not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, 
but according to His mercy He saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing· 
of the Holy Ghost." Let us ask the question 
individually-" Am I thus convinced, and 
has the arrow of conviction entered into me 7 
am I led away from works and doings, legal 
strivings, and efforts to 

"' Tha.t sacred stream from Jesus' veins 
Was free to take a way 

A Mary or Me.ne.sseh'e stains, 
Or-sins more vile than they'"? 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ God's. 
Son can cleanse from sin and guilt. 

In contending for this ordinance instituted 
by Him who could not err, we are met at 
once with many objections. Let us attempt 
to answer a few. 

First-It is said this is not a savinR" 
ordinance. Whoever contended that it was 1· 
We most emphatically state no Ordinance, 
whether this, the preached Word, or the 
Loro's Supper, can ever save a soul, and is no
real benefit unless aecompanied with Divine 
power · but does not our Beloved oftentimes 
show Himself through the lattice? Many 
have had the sweet enjoyment of the· 
presence of God while attending to His 
commands. . • 

The poor wretch begins to work to try to 
change the Ethiopian's skin, and to get rid of 
the leopal'd's spots; bnt he would have to 

Second-It is contended by some m opposi
tion to the Redeemer's comm!lnd! an!1 
apostolic practice, that infant . sprmkhng 1s 
just as we11 and does as a substitute. But let. 
me ask by' whose authority is this set up? 
Surely it is not found in God's Wo!'d. Were 
it a national custom, and a national custom 
only I would have my family sprinkled1. 
wouid have my wife sprinkled, yea, woula 
be sprinkled myself as well; but ":hen I am 
told by so doing I am made an heir of God, 
and an inhel'itol' of the kingdom of heaven, I 
turn from it with utter abhorrence. What 
I ask-Was Christ, as our Daysman and 
Mediator, sprinkled with the Father's wrath? 
If so there may be some left for me to· 
endur~ ; bn t, bless His precious name for 
ever and for ever, He endured the last 
particle, the last atom, the very dregs ottb~ 
cup that His people might go free. a 
sole:Un language is that I " I have a 
ba tism to be baptized with, and ho~ am _I 
I ~traitened till it be accomplished? This 
solemn ordinance sets forth that wondji:'!8 

death, burial, and resurr~ction.; an~ IS 
people are said to be bnr1ed with Htm in 

say 'u The more I strove a.ga.lnst sin's oower, 
I fell o.nd stumbled but the more." 

Job would then become a most suitable 
companion with snch, and bis langaiage 
would be truly applicable to his case, " If I 
wash myself with snow-water, and make 
myself nevel' so clean; yet Thou shalt plunge 
me in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall 
abhor me." 

baptism. . d this ro Third-Another objection, an . P, • 
bably some think unanswerable1 IS that the 
Lord's presence is enjoyed by tnose who are 
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not Baptists Bt the ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, That this is eo, I will not for one 
moment attempt to deny. That the Lord is 
Sovereign, nnd is pleased, notwithstanding 
the naughtiness of some of His children, to 
presen~e Himself with them is a truth. But 
let us carry out this argument further, and 
see where it leads us to. Does not the Lord 
oftentimes meet with His, and conmune with 
them, apart lrom the means of grace? Shall 
we, on that account, stay away lrom the 
house of God, when we have that word
" Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves 
together, as the manner of some is?" Yet it 
would be as feasible the one as the other 
according to the line of argument adopted. 

There may be some here-I know there 
are-who despise wha,t we attend to; but are 
they happy? The Lord give you an enquir
ing mind, and enable you to search the Word, 
and you will not go far before you discover 
Divine approbation rests upon this ordinance. 

I want no Jong formal creeds, and rounds 
of catechisms; two verses in the Acts of the 
Apostles are sufficient for me. " Then they 
that gladly received his word were baptized; 
and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls. And they 
continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayer (Acts ii. 41-42). 

Mr. Howard then addressed the candidates, 
father and son, and immersed them in the 
name of the Triune Jehovah. I gathered 
from his remarks the grandfather is also a 
member with them, and he was highly 
pleased that the Lord had fulfilled that 
Scripture in their midst, "The promise is to 
you and your children, even to as many as 
the Lord our Goo shall call. 

The people will after this month meet at 
Mr. Richardson's schoolroom, Farm-street. 
I believe the erection of a chapel is in con
templation ; and a suitable site has been 
fixed upon for the same. That help mny be 
afforded by those who have the Lord's cause 
and Zion's welfare at heart is the earnest 
desire of AN OLD DISCIPLE. 

England would be! " "Looks wery nice 
outside," saith countryman, "wery pleasing 
to nature. Like that pretty Octavious 
Winslow, what an angel-like man! making 
me wonder whether there are exceptions ta 
the Fall, whethersomewerenotinvolved in the 
rulnsofAdam'sbankruptcy. Some men are bad 
enough for anything, others appear beautiful 
enough for any place. Paul says, 'Have 
noching to do with them that are given to 
change.' When a man turns, return:-:, moves, 
marcl'es hither and thither, one thinks 
strange thoughts." 

"Not quite so happy is that grand old 
town Banbury. When I fell in there the 
other Saturday, bills were all oven the town, 
telling us that the two sections of the Bap
tists were both holding special services on the 
Sunday. The Semis were having Master 
Henderson from Coven try, w bile the Stricts 
were expecting C. W. Banks, R. Howard, 
of Birmingham, Master Smith from America, 
and I cannot tell how many more." 

"Our Baptists," said a commercial to me, 
"are annoyed at the' Stricts' for attempting 
to build a new chapel in Banbury. It is 
sinful, say they." 

Thinks I to myself, I shall enquire into the 
matter, I shall ia-ive both places a turn to
morrow, and on Monday I will examine the 
proceedings of the stone-laying. The i'emis 
did not crowd up much, looked middling; 
such a slender Gospel, as that will keep a 
few "very respectable" people together, 
but it will never convert Banbury. 

Master C. W. Banks gave them four ser
mons at West Bar-street. I did not hear any 
criticisms, but his address at stone-layin!1,' 
was neither tame uor tormenting. He told 
them plainly that the setting up of this 
Dashwood-road chapel was no new section, 
no new phase of the Christian Church. It 
was the most ancient form of Gospel truth 
and of Church order upon the whole face of 
the earth ; aud it was iu strict accordance 
with the Saviour's commission and the Pente
costal constitution. How men can pervert 
God's order, wby errors of every size, every 
sound, and of every sort are 11ermitted to 
grow and to gain such ground, is not easy to 
understand. Never foe! inclined to quarrel 
with things I canuot understand. 

The Ban bury Strict Baptists have a sacred 
claim upou all who are interested in the pre
servation of the New Testament order of 
truth. Alderman Osborn delivered a clear, 
historical address. The whole service of the 
stone-laying was well conducted. Mrs. 
Wells did her part with eon6deuce and pro
priety. Mr. R. Howard delineated tbe 
spiritual building in a masterly manner. But 
I am onlv a traveller. I must sav uo more 
until I visit Banbury again. I shall give a 
look at new chapel, aud write again, if pre
served. 

LEAMINGTON AND BANBURY. 
"A Wandering Pilgrim" has been" seek

ing the benefit of the Spa." Leamington 
is a highly-genteel place of resort. Our 
semi-Baptists had the great College tutor, 
Professor George Rop;ers,, to preach their 
anniversary sermons, and very neatly he did 
them. " Is he a Baptist ? " asked a country
man. "I believe not; but he is C. H. 
Spurgeon's theological tutor; and all the 
studel'lts who f,et settled over Churches are 
pleased to see their venerable tutor, and from 
him to receive additional advice." Super
intendent of our Leamington school says, 
"We have no crotchets in Leamington. We 
are free from those of the • Hyper ' and 
' Open ' schools. Here are no bigotted 
Strict Raptists: here the Anti-close Commu
nion league, but luxuriate as free as air. Oh, if 
all England was as good, as pious, as clean, 
as pure, as complacent, as beautiful, as sub
missive, as henlthlul, and as evangelical as 
our Leamington, what a happy nation this 

LEVER STREET.-We fully understand 
the cause of Mr. Henry Brown's re~ignation. 
Firmness in the faith entitles him to the 
symoathy of all the Churches who cau iu this 
awfully deceptive time unflinchingly abide 
by the revealed will and unerring Word of 
God. 
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MR. JOHN HUNT LYNN'S CALL BY held firmly, and from searching alone God'A 
GRACE. Holy Word without human commeut, the 

We ga,,e last month a notice of the set- grand doctrines of free-grace and covenant
tlement of the gifted and gracious young l"ve, never having been suffered once to make 
brother at Forest-lane, Stratford. The fol- offers or invitations to saint or sinner. Also 
lowing e).,iresses his experience and faith :- he stated with emphasis that he could not 

Mr. Henry Hall, of Clapham, then called conceive how Open Communion could he 
upon Mr. Lynn to give an account of his I defended or recognised in any form whatever, 
call by J!"race and to the ministry. and that he was and had been now tor ten 

Mr. Lynn related the dealings of the Lord I years a determined Strict Baptist. He con
with him. He first received the testimony I sidered that the Strict and Particular Bap
of God when quite a child, on a visit to the I tists were upheld by God to maintain in 
Sunday school of the late Joseph Irons (the the midst of the great professing host a 
only time he ever attended a Sunday school). resolute but affectionate, testimony for the 
The need of regeneration was fully perceived, old and unalterable truths and for the primi
the sad estate of a lost sinner keenly felt, tive order and practice of the New Testa
and the burden of sin from that moment was ment Churches. 
a load he scarce could carry. [Other parts of these services will (D.V.) 

Between the anguish of desire for spiritual be given. We have known our friend, Mr. 
life and the wretchedness of guilt his frame Lynn, from the commencement of his min
suffered severely. After ahou t two years, istry, and loved him as a kind and faithful 
the word preached by the late Jeffrey Moody, brother. We hope he is settled for life; 
at East-street chapel, Walworth, gradualiy may our God truly prosper him.-ED.] 
strengthened hope, and at length brought a 
jovous peace in believing. Soon after this, 
lb.rough fierce temptations and under the 
fear that after all it was a mistake, he became 
so completely the child of doubt and fear 
that he refused to hope that the good work 
had commenced even, unless the most abso
lutely manifest tokens were given by the 
Lord. This deep darkness lasted for nearly 
ten vears, during which time alternate hope, 
fear; despair, and Iran tic efforts at times to 
deaden conscience by wanton sin, took pos
sessession of his soul ; the climax was reached 
by a profes.._<ion of infidelity, which seemed to 
act as an opiate to his heart, during which 
experience somewhat eased in mind the 
hod'i' became stronger. At length the Word 
of God in the 10th chapter to the Romans 
was fastened upon his mind, especially the 
9th and 10th verses, and after a brief struggle 
of a fortniirht, the bonds were broken, and 
light and joy entered. Immediately, being 
assured that the Lord had wrought deliver
ance he suuj/.·ht to witness wh~t God had 
done' for his soul, and was therefore baptized, 
and joyfully found fellowship with the saints. 

Alter a few months' happy work in the 
Sunday school through many importunate 
requests he e~ayed to speak publicly, in 
much fe~r and trembling, and was so much 
blessed with libertv, and so often sought, 
that he scarcely had an evening or a Sunday 
without preaching. Dreading that he mig-ht 
be running and not sent, he prayed earnes.tly, 
if such were the case, to be put to confusion. 
Instead of which he found much favour with 
the people of God, and W:U" instrumental in 
bringing many to the Chief Shepherd. 

He has been upheld by the Lord in this 
holv and delightful service upwards of twelve 
years, hut not until two years ago <?ould he 
dare with confidence to count himself a 
minister of the Gospel by Divine commission. 
Longing intensely for the ingathering of the 
redeemed and the establishing of the Church, 
his clliel effort in the ministry is to seek as 
much as possihle to press home the naked 

CO LC HE STE R.-St. John's-green 
Baptist chapel. We held anniversary 
services Sunday, October 29. Three sermons 
were preached by Mr. James Hand to 
attentive congregations. Mr. Hand preached 
again the following Monday afternoon ; after 
which about 250 took tea in the Assembly 
rooms, where the evening meeting was held, 
presided ,;>ver by Mr. W. Beach. Mr. R. 
Wigley, one of the deacons, st.ited that 
during the past year twenty ha~ joined the 
Church ( ten having been baptized by the 
pastor, W. Brown). The congregations 
good ; peace in their midst; they had put 
the chapel in trust for the Church for ever. 
Mr. Cock, of Mersea; Mr. Powell, of 
Coggershall; Mr. Hand, of Rochdale; ~nd 
Messrs. Mor!ing and Houghton, of Ipswich, 
made the meeting edifying and cheerful by 
their adc,lresses. The chapel is not so cheer
ful to behold; it has stood nearly sevent_y 
years • is freehold· the position good, but 1t 
needs' thorough r~pair; must have a new 
roof, &c. ; a schoolroom is needed. Will 
some to whom God bath given means, help 
to pu't this much-needed''. house of God''. in 
decent repair? The friends have ~a1sed 
about £80 this year; about £300 w,11 be 
required. Will any come to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty? Stamps or 
P.O.O. can he sent to WALTER BROWN, 
Mersea-road. [Circular another month.] 

LINCOLN November 2nd, 1876.-Caleh 
Simpson has been a brother indeed. "Caleb" 
meallll " good heart " ; on!y Caleb ~nd 
Joshua (a Saviour) went mto PromJ.Sed 
Laud. If ever I found a good and honest 
heart I found it in William Simpson, the 
pasto; of the one only_ Strict Baptist ~hurch 
in Newland, city of Lmcoln. Last nil/.ht "!'e 
had the best company I ever preached to Ill 
Lincoln before. I did not preael1 wel!, but 
the best I could. I pray the Lord to hft ur. 
William Simpson into a good field of usefu -

testimony of the Lord. ness. 
TouchiD.g doctrine, he remarked that he 

C. W. B. 
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"I AM QUITE READY TO GO." 
DEAR BnoTHER,-The enclosed is a 

brief memoir of Mr. T. H. Blackaby, for 
twenty-one years a useful and honourable 
member of the Strict Baptist Church at 
Ebenezer chapel, Heriford. He departed 
thi• life on Lord's-day, August 27, 1876, 
aged fifty-seven. Yours in the truth, 

ROBERT BOWLES. 
Hertfort, Herts, Oct. 12, 1876. 
MY DEAR MR. B0WLEs,-My dear 

mother wishes me to write you a few lines 
which she thinks may be useful to you for 
your discourse on Sunday next, when we all 
hope to take part in the service. Respecting 
my dear father's spiritual experience, as 
verbally expressed, I cannot say very much, 
as he was not one who said much about 
eternal things, but striving, and, by the aid 
of the Holy Spirit, successfully striving, to 
carry out t!ie teaching of his Lord and 
Master in his daily life. Until physically in
capacitated, he took very active interest 
in Sunday school work. Since then his de
light and joy was to read aloud to his home 
circle of holy things and holy men. He was 
eager to hear of spiritual good being done, 
whether in our own land or abroad, but, 
especially near home, and his quiet, unselfish 
life will always be to those who knew him a 
commendation of the holy living enjoined on 
all the people of God. When busy by him
self, he invariably sung, as though quietly 
giving utterance to his thoughts, favourite 
verses of hymns, being especially fond of 
"Crown Him Lord of all," and the last verse 
of" Sweet hour of prayer." ·'-=··~ 
u Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, 
May I thy consolation share, 
Till, from Mount Pisgah"s lofty height, 
I view my home, and take my flight. 
This robe of flesh I'll drop and rise, 
To seize the everlasting prize, 
And shout, while passing through the air, 
Farewell, farewell, sweet hour of prayer." 

His Lord's summons for him to "come up 
higher" was somewhat sudden, but he as
sured us some years ago, when laid by with 
sickness, that he could sincerely say, " I 
am ready to depart, if it is the Lord's will." 
He felt sure, early on the Sunday morning, 
that his days were numbered. My dear 
mother asked him during the morning if he 
could fix his mind upon spiritual things 
(meaning, was he physically capable, because 
so very weak), and he said very emphatically, 
" Oh, yes, you did not think I had left that 
till now, did you?" My dear mother ex
plained what she meant, and he then re
peated those lines which so fully expresses his 
lhing as well as dying testimony. 

H My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness." 

Adding, " I have no doubt whatever my 
foundation is on the Rock of Ages." I 
saw him abo1.1t half-past twelve, and he said, 
" I shall never get over this : " and I must 
confess I thought so too, b1.1t I did not think 
his end was so very near. About two o"clock 
he expressed a wish to see us all, and have 

prayer, saying, "There is nothing wrong in 
a.sking the Lord to spare me a little while 
for He will do as He thinks best. I should 
like to have a few days to put my worldly 
affairs straight, but I can say, 'His will be 
done.' " He then said, " I am glad you are 
all here. It won't be many days or hours 
but it does not matter whether it is days o; 
hours, so long as I trust in th~ Lord, and He 
wil_l deliver me. My foundation standeth 
sure on the ' Rock of Ages.' I should like 
you to siniz- a hymn, and then Henry and 
Edward (two of his sons) pray." We asked 
him what hymn he would like, and he said 
" ' Rock of Ages,' That is a beau tifui 
hymn." We sang the first verse, and 
he sung with us as .heartily as he could, all 
the time labouring for his breath. My 
brother and I then prayed to Him wbo is 
always ready to hear, yea, more ready to hear 
than w~ are to pray. I called to mind that 
many whom he loved here had trusted in the 
Lord, and had been safely taken ho me, and 
with strong. "crying and tears·• asked for 
grace to say," Thy will, not ours, be rlone." 
He then said, "Thank you for your prayer, 
I am quite ready to go to my Lord. If 
you all follow the Lord we shall all meet 
again.'' I dou't think he said anything more, 
as he laboured so painfully for his breath, 
and in about half-an-hour he breathed his 
last. Truly it can be said of him, "Blessed 
are the dead that die in the Lord, for 
they rest from their labours and their works 
do follow them." May we all have grace 
given unto usto serve the Lord as faithfully 
a.she had done, and at last meet him in our 
Father's home, with the Saviour whom he 
loved here, and loves now perfectly. 

Yours very truly, 
HENRY BLACKABY. 

Stanstead, Sept. 14, 1876. 

CITY ROAD.-JIREH CHAPEL. A 
friend says,-" Those who love brother 
W. Lodge will be glad to know the seal ot 
Divine approbation has been set upon bis 
ministry in Jireh. He has there baptized 
some, to whom his testimony has proved a 
saving blessing. The angels have rejoiced 
over at least one or two sinners, to whom 
repentance has been given. Praise the 
Lord.,, A correspondent says,-" A service 
to welcome Mr. Lodge, as pastor, was held 
Tuesday, Nov. 7th. Mr. Hall preached in 
the afternoon to a numerous congregation. 
After an excellent tea, the evening meeting 
(Mr. Meeres presiding) was commenced by 
Mr. Hawkins engaging in prayer. Acor
dial welcome to Mr. Lodge, with the right 
hand of fellowship, was given by Messrs. 
Styles, Griffith, Langford, Dearsly, Steed, 
Beazley, and Myerson. There were also 
present Messrs. W. Webb, Miller, Wheeler, 
and other ministerial friends. Mr. Pocock 
gave a short statement as follows,-' Since 
Mr. Lodge has become pastor of Jireh the 
congregation bas increased. Eight have been 
added to the Church, three ot w horn were 
called under his ministry, and baptizetl by 
him.'" 
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THE DEATH OF MR. THOMAS 
MALLOCK. 

11 Thon Eihalt come to thy grave in a. fall age, 
like a shock of corn cometh in hie sea.son."
Job v. 26. 

"On the 22nd of September, Mr. Thomas 
Mallock, of Millbank-street, Westminster, 
was gathered to his fathers in the seventy
sixth year of his age. On the family monu
ment at Kensal Green are the followil\g 
words:-

u His end was peace, why should we weep ? 
Be sleeps in Jesus, blessed sleep." 

Such is the simple record of the passing 
awav of one who bore a name familiar in not 
a few Baptist circles. . 

Mr. Andrew Mallock was c,onnected with 
Romne)·-street chapel from its formation till 
his death in 1846. His widow followed him 
home in 1864, and rapidly, one alter another, 
the members of the family we1-e taken, Ellen, 
George, David, and Mary (Margaret had 
gone long before), and now Thomas the eldest 
and last surviving son is added to the list. 

I was acquainted with Mr. Thomas for 
about twelve years, during- my pastorate at 
Romney-street, and can bear testimony to 
the reality of his love for the Master and His 
peoJ>le. 

For sixty years be walked in the ways of 
the Lord, having been r.alled by grace when 
he was fourteen. He delighted to tell of the 
mercy of the Lord in bringing- him thus 
earlv to the feet of Jesus. What strange 
plac'es have witnessed the agony and joy 
of those who have been smitten and healed 
bv the Lord. Our friend went into a coal 
cellar, to be alone with God, and there the 
Lord washed him whiter than snow. 

For some long time bis health had been 
breakiu!!", and for the last two years he was 
constantly unwell, and but seldom could get 
to the house of the Lord, which he loved so 
much; but he was calm, knowing that "all 
thing-s work together for g~od to them that 
love God, to them who are the celled accord
ing to His purpose." He suffered much, 
and often longed to be with Jesu•, but pa
tientlv waited for the Master's time. His 
delig!;t was to hear and speak of the things 
of God, His Jove, His ways, His mercy, and 
His g-race. 

It wa.s a pleasant thing to visit him; his 
evident gladness to hear the Word, to sµeak 
about the things of the kingdom, to join in 
seeking the Father's fae.e, often deeply im
pressed me; and many of his sa_yings_•bowed 
unmi,takahlv that be knew bts calhng and 
election of God. As the end drew near, the 
Lord graciously granted to him still great 
peace and calmness. I saw him two days 
before he died, and I asked him, "Is all 
well?" "Yes," was the reply, "I am on 
the Rock." "Do you know Jesus?" 
" Yes, I have known Him Jong," was the 
answer. And many more such answers he 
gave, which left no doubt that bis soul was 
resting- in the Beloved. 

Just before be passed away he said, "Yes, 
He ia round my bed. Safe in His arms. 
Going home now, Sarah (to his wife) ; we 

shall soon meet again," His end was in
deed peace, 

Much might be '.said of his charnrter, so 
true and kind. Indeed kindness marked 
him pre-eminently. He was ever ready to 
help the cause of God and the ,poor found in 
him a true friend, T~ use the words of one 
near to him,-" It may be said with strictest 
truth tha~ he never injured any one by word 
or deed; he was a g·ood master, a true friend 
and an affectionate husband." ' 

Our dear departed friend wa9 baptized 
by Mr. Coomhs, and was for many years a 
member of Soho, and for the last few years 
both he aud his wife were members of 
Romney-street. J. S. MORRIS. 

Leighton, Oct. 19, 1876. 

MR. DANIEL ALLEN. 
THE SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF MY 

PASTORATE IN SYDNEY, MAY30, 1876. 
My address to the tmo hundred brothers, 

sisters, andfriends after tea. 
DEAR friends in Christ our Lord, 

Six years have passed away 
Since hand in hand we met in love, 

Just in the midst of May. 
All cant and feigned love 

Our very souls disdain, 
Aloof from these our love increase, 

Through Christ the Lamb once slain. 
Each struggle we sustain 

With devils, death, and sin, 
Binds closer stiJl the cords of love 

Around the soul within. 
If our offences grieve, 

And wound each other's hearts, 
Love reigns within, and pardons all, 

It moves our inward parts. 
What numbers from our ranks 

Have joined the hosts above! 
Ha.If of ourselves have passed the veil, 

To drink of Jesus~ love. 
Death struck the fatal blow, 

Down fell some darling love; 
Dust went to dust, the soul to Goel, 

His darling and His dove. 
They drink the gushing streams 

From Jesus• dazzling throne! 
With golden harps they sound His praise, 

And sing of Him ~lone. 
Their names to us are dear, 

Their memory fills the mind, 
Passing the flood, we reach their home, 

Each darling there to find. 
We bow to God's decrees, 

\\'e meekly would submitj 
Yea, more, we acquiesce as to His hands, 

Our dear ones we commit. 
Our Church has peopled heaven, 

And swelled the blood-bought ranks; 
Our friends have reached the living streams 

Beyond old Jordan's banks. 
0 Lord, their places fill 

With sinners saved by grace, 
Sinners well washed in Jesus' bloud1 

Who long to see His face 
Now, dear remaining friends, 

Our Houle mu..'1t join in one, 
To praise our kind and loving Lorii 

For what Hie hand bas donc--. 
Our souls have been F.1t1ot.u.ined 

By bread of Jffe from heaven i 
And thougbour sins are great indeed, 

Our sins are all forgiven. 
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Some eoule to Chriet are led 
By mercy's gentle hand; 

We long for love their feet to moTe 
In Jordan's waves to stand. 

Our health ha• been euatained1 
Our congregations too; 

Our funds have well supplied our needs, 
Though Jaat the moneye go. 

How kind the Lord baa been I 
How constant is His care I • 

How great the bounties or the Lord I 
How glorious is I-Its fare I 

For all your kindness shewn, 
Dear hearts, 1 thank you much ; 

LOving hearts have moved_your handa 1-

1Tis sweet to meet with such. 
Join prayer to worthy deeds; 

Implore the aid Divine; 
Pray for the Holy Ghost to reat 

Upon your hearts and mine. 
Pray for the Lord to come; 

Pray for the-sinner's soul; 
Pray for the blood of Christ by faith, 

To make the wounded whole. 
Pray for the Gospel, too, 

To wing its holy way; 
Pray for the glories of the cross, 

To tnrn the night to day. 
0 fear no parting friends, 

Except by your consent ; 
My soul no wandering flights design, 

Only as I am lent, 
I seek your good always; 

I seek the good of men ; 
I pray the Lord to bless the young, 

And save their souls from sin. 
i pray the Lord to fold 

You sheep within His arms, 
And feed you in His pastures green, 

Safe from all alarms, 
The shepherd and the sheep, 

Lord Jesus, sweetly bless; 
Though we are vile, we feel assured 

Thy love ls none the less. 

I remain, my dear friends, your affec-
tionate pastor, DANIEL ALLEN. 

Sydney, May 30, 1876. 

MY DEAR BROTHER BANKs,-Jesus, 
the Son of God bless you. I sent you the 
newspaper account of our meeting, &c. 
But besides the account there, showing all 
the year's demands met, and £23 in hand, 
and the £IO 10s. to my dear girl, our dear 
friends have spent about £40 to make the 
hack of the house very comfortable, very 
nice indeed. You were aware there was a 
debt of £550 on the chapel-house when I 
came. Beyond the £150 spent in repairs, 
and in improvements to chapel and house,,, 
we have paid off this debt, £150, and have 
£130 more ready, so that we hope to reduce 
it down to £200 by next May, if it please 
the Lord. Thus have we much cause to 
praLe the Lord, and bless His holy name. We 
are not only thus enabled by His dear kind 
han.rl to go on in His stren,~th in our part 
of Zion, but many a lift bns been given to 
other little hills of assembling saints in 
different parts. 

For these illl!t twenty-five years I have 
sought opportunllios to give ln Zion, and 
never to beg. I do not remember ever 
having one begging service or sermon be
yond the bounds of the people of my charge, 

in my life, though four chapels have been 
raised under our instrumentality. I praise 
God for His mercy to my backward, bashful 
nature in this matter. I could no more do 
what some poor brothers rlo, no more than I 
could fly with this twelve stone of flesh 
about me. How wonderfully the Lord fits 
up His men for what He means them to do 
in their place, day, and i;reneration. 

I thank the kind, influential brothers in 
England who have written me relative to my 
visiting the Churches at home. But some of 
our best friends say they will never support 
the c~use again here, if I do so. Dear bless 
me, I never thought I was half so valuable 
before. Wife, children, and dear friends 
crying out," Where you go, we go.'' We 
must take no step that will be thus injurious 
to Zion; we aim to build her, not disbuild. 
Therefore, we must wait the Lord's time. 

There is a good report without, in the city 
such as, " JI Pastor Allen is a fair sample of 
' Particular Baptists,' their slanderers do 
wickedly belie them," &c. This i,s desirable, 
and I pray God to use it to His g-1 ory, in the 
furtlierance of the Gospel. With fervent 
love to you and Zion in England, I remain 
your affectionate brother in Jesus, 

DA:NIEL ALLEX, Pastor. 

RYE LANE, PECKHAM. 
DEAR Sr R,-Our beloved and ag·ed pastor 

resigned his pastoral oversight of this Church 
in October. He has become very feeble. The 
Church bas voted him a pension. Great 
difficulty bas been found to secure acceptable 
supplies during bis long illness. We are 
looking prayerfully for direction in the future. 

A change in the rule of the Church with 
reference to communion is under considera
tion, and we trust will speedily be settled. A 
large majority of the Church, together with 
all the four deacons, have long thought that 
we have no Scriptural warrant for refusing 
occasional communion to baptized believers, 
with whose Christian character and principles 
we are satisfied, simply on the ground of their 
not being members of Churches of the same 
order. The proposed change, however, bas 
been vehemently opposed by a few. Yet it is 
the practice of many Strict Baptist Churches 
of our sentiments in London and elsewhere, 
that mie:ht be named. An influential mem
ber of 'the committee of the Suflolk and 
Norfolk Association of Strict Baptist 
Churches ( all pledged to uphold the dis
tinguishing doctrines of grace) has stated 
that twenty-five out of thirty of those 
Churches admit to transient communion all 
baptized believers in Christ, known to be 
of honourable character ;-thus dealing with 
them, as the Word of God clearly directs, 
on their own personal profession and 
obedience. 

Notwithstanding the estrangement of 
certain friends, we had oue of rhe best
attended and most successful Sunday school 
meetings on 1'uesday, October 31 ( known as 
the" Annual October meeting"). Between 
200 and 300 •at down to tea in the tastefully
decorated schoolroom, where tables were well 
set out and furnished by many lady friends. 
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J. Stiff, Esq., of the London School Board, 
presided at the evening meeting; and Me.SRrS, 
Anderson, Sturge, Usher, Briscoe, and Mr. 
Denby ( hi the Sunday School Union) delivered 
addrel<.ses. The Superintendent traced the 
g-radual increase of the school during the last 
ten years from 200 to over 500 scholars, and 
stated that 14 had been added to the Church 
during the year. He also reported that to 
clear the land upon which the whole range 
of class-rooms are built from all encum
brance and make it freehold would require 
£100 this year, and £100 next year. Mr. 
Congreve then announced various sums that 
had beer: sent or promised; and other sub
scriptions were received at the table, realiz
ing about £90. "Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow." Yours truly, 

THE DEACONS. 
[Since writing the above the proposed 

change has been agreed to at the largest 
Church meeting we have ever known ;-the 
votes being in the proportion of 5 to 2.] 

BRIGHTON.-BOND-STREET SUNDAY 
SCHOOL. The anniversary was held on 
Lord's-day, No'"ember 12th. The pastor 
preached an excellent sermon in the morning, 
from the words," Learn of Me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest to 
your souls." In the afternoon, Mr. G. T. 
Congreve, of London, conductrd a service for 
the young, at which over 800 ~cholars and 
visitors were present. The subJects were a 
new "Acro,;,;.tic on the Bible ";-and a" Poor 
Wise Child and an Old and Foolish 
King" (Erclesiastes iv. 13). A hymn 
written for the Acrostic ( Bunch of Flowers,
Infants' Les•ons,-Brother's Voice,-Loving 
Message,-Ever-guiding Star) was sung; a 
very pretty card of the hymn, printed by Mr. 
R. Banks, having been distributed to all 
present as a memorial of the service. In 
the evening, Mr. Congreve preached to a 
large number of young men and women. 
Subject, " Elijah at Mount Horeb." 

THE PASTOR IN A PASSION AT 
THE LORD'S TABLE. 

During administration of Lord's Supper, 
on Sunday, Novem.ber 5, at a Baptist 
chapel in a provincial t~wn, the pastor was 
speaking of people causmg wars, and yet 
eating the bread and drinking the wine to 
their own damnation ; and closed his address 
with this dreadful exprC>'sion ( using stressing 
empha<is), "And lam sure there are ~o~e 
here who have not one spark _of . D1v11;1e 
grace." Is this little prophet Justified m 
giving vent to such condemnable ~ords? 
All the present members are of his own 
receiving into the Church; and O!}lY a mo~th 
since at the preceding Supper, m touchmg 
upon' the verse respecting the ~haracter ?I 
Juda., Iscariot be said -" I believe there JS 
not one here present ~ho will not be found 
in heaven." Is not this free-will? Ah! 
and worse than that! I am only 

ONE OP "IHB CONGREGATI.ON .. 
[This kind of daring and presumption m 

some so-called pastors divides Churches, 
scatters flocks, destroys peace, and wounds 

many a heart made honest by 11:race. Our 
Churches, and some of us individually, have 
been awfully injured by this class of men; 
but the day cometh when every man's work 
shall be made manifest, of what sort it is. 
Let the afllicted patiently wait until the 
Lord Himself shall bttild up Zign. He will 
neither cast out nor bitterly condemn the 
feeblest 11br most imperfect Iamb in all His 
fold.-En.] 

PLYMOUTH.-Time and trial are work
ing strange events here. After forty-five 
years of bard study and careful preaching at 
Maze Pond, Reading, Plymouth, and other 
places, John Aldis, sen., bas resigned,his pas
torate at George-sb·eet. The veterans on all 
sides are getting off the platform of public 
labour. We wish them all in their retire
ment the peace which passetb all understand
ing. So Jong as our Divine Lord will Jet us 
live, and any people will bear us-health and 
mind permitting-we will not resign nor 
retire. A minister with nothing to do can
not be a happy man.-November 7th, Mrs. 
Auton, wiaow of the late Captain Alexander 
Auton, departed this life. Many of our 
ministers knew what loving disciples the 
Captain and his good wife were. Our cor
respondent says, " Howe-street chapel has 
been sold." Is this true? 

CHATHAM.-ENON CHAPEL. Special 
services on behalf of building fund were held 
on Lord's-day, September 24th. W. Joiner 
preached two acceptable sermons. Tea
meeting the following day, after which our 
old friend C. W. Banks preached a soul
establishing discourse, sbewing that none, or 
anything less tban J ehovab Himself is the 
salvation of His people. We desire to record 
the goodness of the Lord to us for His kind
ness, who, we believe constrained brother 
Banks to make an offer of ±:5 towards our 
building fund ( which bas not been established 
long) provided we raised £5 at our meeting, 
independent of the collections. We are 
thankful to say the amount was brought in, 
which, with the collections, proceeds of tea, 
and brother Banks's £5, left us a clear balance 
of over £16. We have now about £46 in
vested, towards securing a plot of land on 
which to erect a suitable building in which 
to meet, where we hope to be free from tl1e 
annoyances to which we are subject in our 
present place, the lease of which will expire 
in Jess than five years. We hope, also, 
before long, to ope12 a room in the rising and 
populous town of New Brompton, where the 
glorious Gospel of the blessed God may be 
proclaimed, with the prayerful hope that our 
gracious Lord will gather therefrom a pe~ple 
for His praise. " 0 Lord, send now prosperity, 
and establish Thou the work of our hands 
upon us." J. C. 

~irtt,-. 
On the 9tl1 1.ndto.nt, at No, 27, Oollage Street, 

Islington, tho wife or William J. Sty!oo, of a 
daughter. 
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